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REPORTS    OF    PROCEEDINGS 


CITY  COUNCIL  OF  BOSTON, 


FOR   THE    MUNICIPAL   YEAE    1875, 


Commencing  Monday,  January  4th,  1875,  and  ending  Monday, 

January  3d,  1876. 


BEING    REPRINTS    OF    REPORTS    AS    PUBLISHED    BY    CONTRACT    IN    THE 
"BOSTON    EVENING    TRANSCRIPT." 


A  CLASSIFIED  INDEX  AND  INTRODUCTORY  NOTES, 

(Prki'arkd     under     Supervision     of    the     Superintendent    of    Printing.) 
[Seventh      Annual      Volume.] 


BOSTON: 

PRESS    OF    ROCKWELL    &    CHURCHILL,   CITY    PRINTERS. 

(REPRINTS  OF  REPORTS  FROM  THE  TRANSCRIPT   PRESS.) 


INTRODUCTORY     NOTE. 


The  following  Index  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with 
a  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

In  this  compilation,  the  following  topics  are  omitted,  as 
not  essential,  or  as  better  classified  for  reference  in  De- 
partment offices: — 

Petitions  received  and  referred.     See  City  Clerk. 

Orders  of  notice,  and  hearings,  unless  subjects  of  discussion. 

See  City  Clerk. 
Committees.     See  pocket  edition  of  "  Organization  of  City 

Government,  1875." 
Police  Officers  and  Special  Police.     See  Police  Department 

Records. 
Truant  Officers.     Sec  School  Department. 
Fire  Department  Officers  and  Members.      See  Department 

Report  and  Records. 
Jurors,  list  of,  and  jurors  drawn.     See  City  Clerk's  Lists. 
Constables  and  Constables'  Bonds.     See  City  Clerk's  Lists. 
Streets,  betterments   assessed   and  abated.     See  Records  of 

Street  Commissioners  and  Supt.  Streets. 


Streets,  temporary  closing,  removal  of  obstructions,  paving, 
etc.,  front  of  estates.     See  Supt.  Streets. 

Sewers,  assessments  made,  abated,  and  postponed.  See 
Records  of  Sewer  Department. 

Buildings,  permits  authorized.  See  Records  of  Inspector  of 
Buildings. 

Public  Buildings,  use  of  granted.  See  Supt.  Public  Buildings. 

Extensions  of  time  for  building.    See  Supt.  Public  Lands. 

Taxes,  assessed  and  abated.     See  Assessors. 

Claims,  allowed,  and  leave  to  withdraw,  unless  subjects  of 
discussion.     See  Clerk  of  Committees. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibits.     See  City  Documents. 

Leases.     See  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Licenses  to  Auctioneers,  Undertakers,  Victuallers,  Pawnbrok- 
ers, Newsboys,  Bootblaoks,  and  for  Steam  Engines  and 
Boilers,  Hoisting  Beams,  Storage  of  Petroleum,  Stables, 
Carriages,  Wagons,  Sprinkling  Streets,  Intelligence 
Offices,  sale  of  Second-hand  Articles,  Billiard  Halls, 
Projecting  Signs  and  Lanterns,  Exhibitions,  etc.  See 
Lists  and  Records  of  City  Clerk. 


Note  relating  to  the  City  Publications. 


The  Third  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  (City 
Document  114,  1873)  contains  a  full  explanatory  list  of  the 
City  Publications.  The  report  is  out  of  print  in  pamphlet 
form,  but  may  be  found  in  the  bound  volumes  of  1873,  vol.  4. 

Subsequent  modifications  of  the  above-mentioned  list  have 

occurred  as  follows:  — 

A  revised  "Index  to  the  City  Documents,  1834  to  1874,"  com- 
piled by  James  M.  Bugbee,  has  been  printed  in  pam- 
phlet form,  and  placed  in  the  first  volume  of  the  bound 
set  of  Documents  of  1874. 

Laws  and  Ordinances.  —  A  volume  has  been  issued,  "com- 
prising all  the  Ordinances  and  parts  of  Ordinances  passed 
by  the  City  Council,  and  all  the  rules  and  regulations 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,"  from  the  date  of  the 
previous  revision  (Jan.  1st,  1870,)  to  August  1st,  1874. 
A  pamphlet  supplement  has  also  been  issued,  comprising 
the  Laws  for  1874,  and  Ordinances  for  the  remaindor  of 
the  year. 

Drake's  History  of  Boston.  —  A  communication  from  Mr. 
Drake,  stating  his  inability  to  proceed  with  this  work, 
was  referred  to  tho  Committee  on  Printing,  and  Mr. 
Drake's  decease  has  terminated  the  contract  made  with 
him  (on  Auditor's  files). 

A  Memorial  of  Charles  Sumner  from  the  City  nf  Boston  has 
beon  issued,  comprising  tho  Action  of  tho  City  Govern- 
ment, and  of  tho  citizens  in  Faneuil  Hall,  tho  Funeral 
Services,  the  Memorial  Sorvices,  and  tho  Eulogy  by 
Hon.  Carl  Schurz. 

A  memorial  volume  of  the  Centennial  Celebration,  June  Villi, 
has  been  issued,  in  accordance  with  order  on  page  35G. 


An  Index  to  the  City  Council  Reports  of  Proceedings  for  the 
year  1872  has  been  printed. 

An  Ordinance  passed  Sept.  29,  1874,  requires  the  Printing 
Committee  "  to  designate  the  number  of  public  docu- 
ments, books  or  pamphlets"  authorized  by  the  City 
Council,  and  gives  the  City  Messenger  the  "  care,  cus- 
tody and  distribution  of  said  documents,  books  and 
pamphlets,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulatious  as  the 
said  Committee  may  adopt." 

An  Ordinance  passed  Dec.  8,  1874,  empowers  the  Printing 
Coiuinittco  to  "  authorize  tho  sale  at  an  approximate  cost 
price  of  any  surplus  bound  copies  of  any  such  docu- 
ments, books  or  pamphlets." 

The  Printing  Committee  have  passed  tho  following  order: 
"  Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to 
sell  to  partios  applying  therefor  any  surplus  bound 
copies  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1809,  and  of  the 
Supplement  thereto,  at  the  following  prices:  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1809.  $4.00  per  copy;  Supplement,  1S70 
to  1874,  in  cloth  $1.00,  in  calf  $1..">0."  The  Committee 
have  also  directed  that  the  City  Messenger  continue  to 
supply  the  Ordinances  to  members-elect  of  tho  City 
Government,  and  tho  city  publications  to  applicants  in 
certain  cases;  and  discontinue  supplying  tho  City  Coun- 
cil Reports  of  Proceedings  to  persons  not  connected  with 
the  City  Government,  tho  Press  excepted.  Tho  distri- 
bution of  the  city  publications  is  discretionary  with  the 
City  Messenger,  when  directions  from  the  Committee 
are  inapplicable. 

January  1,  187G. 


INDEX  TO  PROCEEDINGS  IN  CONVENTION. 


ORGANIZATION   OF   THE   CITY  GOVERNMENT. 
January  4th,  1875. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  George  Putnam,  1 

Oath  of  office  administered  to  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor- 
elect,  by  Hon.  Horace  Gray,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  1 


Oaths  of  office  administered  by  Mayor  to  members-elect  of  each 

branch  of  City  Council,  1 
Delivery  of  Mayor's  Inaugural  Address,  1 

Election  and  Qualification  of  City  Clerk. 

Samuel  F.  MeCleary  elected,  2 

Oath  of  office  administered  by  Mayor,  2 
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ORGANIZATION  AND  REGULAR  MEETINGS. 

Board  called  to  order  by  City  Clerk,  1 

Convention  for  qualifications  of  members  of  City  Government,  I 
John  T.  Clark  elected  chairman,  1 
Address  of  chairman.  1 

Notice  to  Common  Council  of  organization  of  Board  of  Alder- 
men, 1 
Notice  from  Common  Council  of  its  organization,  1 
Convention  for  election  of  City  Clerk.  2 
Mondays,  4  P.  M.,  assigned  for  regular  weekly  meetings,  2 


ALPHABETICAL  INDEX. 

Annexation  — 

Brookline  —  representation  of  city  in  support,  151 
Appropriations  — 

Annual   Appropriations,   discussion,    165;    Discussion   and 
orders  passed,  189 

$10,000,  for  extension  of  Commonwealth  Ave.,  set  apart,  206 

For  curb  for  Tremont  St.  Mall,  set  apart,  240 

City's  share  of  revenue  from  Liquor  licenses  to  reduction  of 
city  debt.  262 

For  Collector's  Department,  453 

Order  passed  to  report  if  unexpended  balances  can  be  trans- 
ferred to  Paving.  516 

$6,800  for  Eastern  Ave.  Wharf,  517 

$6,900  for  Park  Dep't,  529 

Report  on  additional  Paving  appropriation,  665 
Appropriations  — additional 

$116.85  for  elevator  in  City  Hall,  189 

Bequest  for  $30.00u  for  Atlantic  Ave..  279 

$3,064  for  South  Boston  Court-room,  337 

$6,000  lor  Vegetable  Market.  466 

$6,000  for  Mercantile  Wharf  Market,  479 

$3,100  to  Tremont  St.  Mall  Curb.  532 

$2,500  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  762 
Appropriations  —  transfers  — 

$500  to  Common  Council  Contingent  Fund,  46 

$2,000  to  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  34,  48 

$25,000  to  Overseers  of  Poor.  83,  111 

$5,000  to  Newbury  St.  School-house,  111 

$9,000  to  Columbus  Ave.  Extension,  122 

$19.2!i6.44to  School  Expenses,  166,  193 

$22,831.88  from  widening  Hanover  St..  and  $7,168.12  from 
Reserved  Fund,  to  extension  of  Atlantic  Ave.,  295 

$10,000  to  l'olice  Station-house  No.  8.  295,  332 

Police,  $5,000  for  pursuing  criminals,  309,  321,  332 

$2.0U0  for  improvement  of  Orchard  Park,  319,  333 

$5,000  additional  to  17th  June,  323 

$30,000  to  Northampton  St.  District,  350 

$28,500  to  Suffolk  St.  District.  398 

$10,0U0  for  dredging  Koxbury  Canal,  etc.,  421 

$12,000  for  Mercantile  Wharf  Market.  421 

$33,887.78  to  Collector's  Department,  454 


$1,000  to  Auditor's  Department,  454 
$1,000  to  Treasury  Depaitment,  454 
S100  to  Lamp  Department,  tools,  455 
$1,100  for  Glover  Statue.  463 
Police.  $1,300  for  Badges,  etc  .  467,  479 
Ferries,  sundry  items  for  repairs,  495 
Reg.  Voters,  $'65.09  to  Assessors'  Sheets,  516 
Common,  sundry  items.  559 
$64.46  for  widening  Leverett  Street,  559 
$400  for  repairs  wagon,  etc..  Inspection  Buildings.  560 
$5,500  for  rebuilding  Commercial  Point  Bridge,  582 
$1,500  for  repairs  of  Station  Houses,  598 
$5,000  to  Northampton  St.  District.  644 
$3,000  to  New  Engine  Houses,  644 
$8,500  to  Suffolk  St.  District,  665 
$50,000  for  Paving.  680 

Board  of  Health  — $1,000  to  Evergreen  Cemetery,  685 
"  $1,000  to  Public  Urinals,  085 

"  "  $1,000  to  Printing,  685 

Public  Buildings  —  $2,000  to  new  Heating  Apparatus,  687 
Police  — $500  to  "  Feeding  Prisoners,"  705 

"        $3n0  to  Horse  and" Carriage  hire,  705 
Lamps  — S10.000  to  Castings,  724 

•'        $2,000  to  Wrought-iron  Work,  724 

"        $6,000  to  Gas  Lanterns.  724 

"        $100  to  Committee's  expenses,  724 
East  Boston   Ferries  —  $2,000  to    Carpenters   and    Joiners 

works  on  boats,  724 
Common  —  $450  to  Orchard  Park.  725 
Water  — $2,500  to  Chestnut  Hill  Driveway,  733 
Common,  etc.  —  $417.35  for  concrete  walks  in  Independence 

Square,  733 
Pauper   Expenses  —  $800  to  keeping  Horse  and   repairs   of 

Carriage,  752 
Pauper  Expenses  —  $310.91  to  new  Steamboat,  752 
Water  Works  — $7,000  for  Service  Pipes.  763 

"  "  $1,000  for  repairing  Keservoirs,  763 

"  "  $500  for  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  763 

Common  —  $447  for  horse,  etc..  Supt.,  768 
Health  —  $200  for  Advertising,  768 
Auditor  of  Accounts  — 

Estimates  for  1875-6  referred,  111 

Authorized  to  make  closing  transfers  of  appropriations,  111 

Explanations  of  Salaries  in  Auditor's  Department,  166 

Order  relating  to  Annual  Report,  264 

Annual  Report,  393 

Baggage —  see  Unclaimed  Baggage. 
Ballast  Lighters  — 

Quarterly  Reports  of  Inspector,  4,  192,  394 

Communication  from  Com.  on  Harbor,  referred,  224 

Ordinance  passed,  293 
Bells  —  see  Clocks 
Bigelow  (Alderman)  —  remarks:  on 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointment,  67 

Public  Parks,  84 


IV 
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Swctt  St.  Extension,  147 

South  Boston  Kailroad,  18s) 

Annual  Appropriations.  190 

System  of  keeping  city's  accounts,  194 

Board  of  Education.  212 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 

Seventeenth  of  June,  263 

Street  sweeping-machines,  265 

Fourth  of  July,  348 

Car  tracks  in  Court,  Devonshire  and  State  Sts.,  380,  440 

Collecting  new  market  rents,  449 

Paving  Bedford  Street.  518 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors.  528,  562 

Car  tracks  in  Columbus  Avenue.  577 

Mystic  contract  for  East  Boston  water  supply,  577 

Division  of  Wards,  580 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  5S3 

House  Offal.  640 

Swing  Signs  and  Awnings,  645,  681 

Appropriation  for  MapsT  etc.,  for  Centennial,  686,  703 

Salaries  of  Constables,  711 

Protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  Pond,  725 

Water  supply  for  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  742 

Employment  for  the  Poor.  753 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  755 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  765 

Birds  — 

C.  G-.  and  F.  H.  Brackett  authorized  to  take  Dests,  etc.,  193 
Board  of  Education  — 

Resolution  and  discussion,  209 

Resolve  passed,  expedient  to   apply  for    authority   to  ap- 
point, 221 

Order  discussed  and  passed  directing  Legislative  Committee 
to  ask  for  Act,  221 

Discussion,  and  concurrence  in  amendment,  269 
Board  of  Health  — see  Health,  Board  of 
Bonds  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  Francis  A.  Hall  three  gold  coupons,  46 

Certificate  of  indebtedness  to  John  Gilson,  authorized,  49 

Release  to  Alexander  Dickson,  269 
Bonds  of  city  officers  — 

Annual  examination.  334 

Report  of  Examination  accepted,  423 

Of  City  Treasurer  approved,  436 

Of  Collector  approved,  436 
Boston,  Hartford  and  Erie  R.  R. — 

Leave  granted  to  construct  abutment  at  crossing  of  Dor- 
chester Ave..  336 
Boston  and  Northwestern  R.  R.— 

Hearing  on  location  and  terminus,  318 

Report  accepted,  location  approved,  375 
Boston  and  Providence  R.  R.  Co. — 

Authorized  to  change  grade  of  South  St.,  and  rebuild  Stony 
Brook  Culvert.  375 

Order  passed  relating  to  Rogers  Ave.  R.  R  Crossing,  424 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  It.  R. — 

Bond  for  land  damages,  294 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  relating  to  bond,  346 

Report,  and  hearing  appointed,  454 

Hearii.g  and  order  passed  assessing  damages,  493,  597 
Boston  Typographical  Union  — 

1'eimit  for  convention  in  Common  Council   Chamber,  294; 
thanks  received,  452 
Bridges  — 

Annual  reports  of  Superintendents.  4.  7.  13 

Cambridge,  annual  report  of  Commissioner,  48 

Charles  River,  order  passed  to  contract  for  repairs,  112 

Chelsea  and  Winthrop.  order  passed  to  contract  for  repairs. 
112 

Albany  St.,  order  passed  to  close  for  repairs,  137 

Broadway,  order  pawned  for  repainting,  168 

engines  authorized  for  draw,  250 

Order  for    plans   and    estimates   for    West    Chester    Park 
bridges,  2;>3 

Permit  to  Filchburg  R.  R.  Co.  to  erect  building,  308 

Prison  Point,  orders  passed  to  close  and  repair,  265 

Warren,  order  passed  to  repair,  269 

Chelsea,  order  passed  to  repair,  269,  297 

order  passed  to  close,  298 

Charles  River,  order  passed  to  pave,  297 

order  passed  to  close,  2.i8,  451 

West  Chester  Park,  permit  from  Railroad  Commissioners. 
308 

Mt.  Washington  Ave.,  rcplanking,  310 

Chelsea,  $500  additional  for  repairs,  334 

Maiden,  order  passed  to  contract  for  building,  373;  to  close, 
451 

Meridian,  order  passed  to  contract  for  rebuilding  draw  and 
repairing  piers,  373;  closed,  455 

Albany  St.,  order  passed  to  repair,  440 

Broadway,  repair  of  roadway,  448 

Albany  Street,  closed,  617 

Mt.  Washington,  orders  passed  to  close  and  repair,  532 

Commercial  Point,  appropriation  for  rebuilding,  582 

Arsenal  Bridge,  order  passed  to  pay  Messrs.  Knox  &  Angier, 
610 


Report  on  Back  Bay  Bridges.  623 

Discussion  on  Back  Bay  Bridges  and  order  passed,  637 

Tenean  Bridge,  closed  for  repairs,  647 

Report  relating  to  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  647;  recommitted, 
656 ;  report,.  688 

Broadway,  closed  for  repairs,  6S7 

Congress  St.,  named,  and  office  of  Superintendent  established, 
705 

Mt.    Washington    Ave.,    building   Superintendent's   office 
authorized.  734 

Federal  St.,  order  passed  to  repair,  764 

Eastern  Ave.,  discussion  on  naming,  6S8 
Buildings  — 

Order  passed  to  report  rules  for  moving.  21 

Rules  to  regulate  moving,  reported  and  adopted,  33 

Annual  report  of  inspector,  34 

$2  0U0  allowed  for  clerical  assistance.  92 

Inspector  allowed  use  of  horse  and  vehicle,  393 

Committee  authorized  to  issue  permits  during  summer  re- 
cess, 423 

Order  passed  to  examine  egress  from  public  buildings,  431 
Burrage  (Alderman)  —  remarks;  on 

The  Park  question.  15.  69,  96,  191 

Additional  Water  Supply.  36,  173 

Order  to  contract  with  Brookline  Gaslight  Co.,  45 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointmeut,  67 

Widening  School  Street.  95 

New  City  Charter.  127,  133 

Fire  Inspector,  146 

Annual  Appropriations,  166, 180 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  169, 195 

South  Boston  Kailroad,  189,  194 

System  of  keeping  city's  accounts,  194 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 

Board  of  Education.  209,  221 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 

Brighton  Betterments,  241 

New  Vegetable  Markets,  249,  266 

Seventeenth  of  June.  262,  2oS.  322 

Street  sweeping  machines,  265 

Board  of  Education,  269 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  R.  R.,  294 

Railroad  obstructions  in  East  Boston,  296 

Fourth  of  July.  319,348 

Water  Supply' for  Wards  17  and  19,  320 

School-house  at  City  Point,  34* 

Wood  pavement  in  Court  St.,  357 

Suffolkst.  District  Claims.  377 

Car  Tracks  in  Court,  State  and  Devonshire  Sts.,  378,  394, 
413.435.457 

Dredging  Roxbury  Canal,  395.  421 

Back  Bay  Improvement,  398,  498 

Lafayette  Square.  431 

Fence  on  Common,  432.  498.  50S,  532 

Duties  of  City  Registrar.  444 

Reports  from  License  Commissioners,  444 

Collecting  new  market  rents,  449,  456 

Regulation  of  hacks,  etc  .  478 

Madison  Square  appropriation,  499 

Paving  Bedford  Street,  518 

Census  Statistics,  518 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors.  52S,  562 

Employment  of  criminals,  529 

Public  School  system,  531 

Removal  of  swing  signs,  534,  563 

Removal  of  bay  windows,  535 

Car-tracks  in  Court  Street,  563 

Car-tracks  in  Columbus  Avenue.  577 

Water  supply  to  East  Boston.  577 

Vacancies  in  Mystic  Water  Board,  57S 

Division  of  Wards.  579,  586,  605 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  5S3 

Pay  of  City  labonrs.  601 

Additional  Court  room.  609 

School  St.  widening.  620,  640 

Car-tracks  on  Court  St.,  624 

Pav  of  Lamplighters,  623 

Division  of  Wards,  636 

Back  Bay  Bridges,  637 

House  Offal,  640,  G8"> 

Swing  Signs  and  Awnings,  644,  667,  681 

Truant  School  and  Smallpox  Hospital,  659 

Taxes  of  .John  Jeffries.  Jr  ,  OS-',  736 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  688 

Appropriation  for  Maps,  etc.,  for  Centennial,  703 

Salaries  of  Constables,  7u8 

Office  hours  in  City  Departments,  712 

City  Charter,  719 

Kailroad  tracks  in  East  Boston.  723 

Protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  Pond,  725 

Swett  St.,  734a 

Water  supply  for  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  742 

Employment  for  the  Poor.  753 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  755 

City  Hospital.  Homoeopathic  treatment,  757 

Small-pox  Hospital,  762 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  765 

Veto  of  order  "to  pay  Deputy  Collectors,  772 
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Cambridge  Railroad  — 

Additional  track*  on  Levcrctt  Street,  granted,  494 
Cemeteries  — 

Cedar  Grove,  Annual  report,  321 

Mt.  Hope,  annual  report,  335 
Census,  and  Division  of  Wards  — 

Report  in  part,  and  order  passed  relating  to  census,  22 

Discussion  on.  29 

"  and  amended  order  passed,  37 

,;  and  concurrence  on  3>  Wards,  122 

Report  relating  to  agents  for  taking  census,  208 

Order  passed  to  employ  agents,  221) 

Agents  for  taking  census  confirmed,  239,  261,  292,  307,  318, 
332,  393 

Enumeration  of  statistics  approved,  261 

Order  passed  relating  to  statistics,  293 

Committee  instructed  to  prepare  selieme  for  24  wards,  376 

Report  of  Census  aggregates  referred,  452 

Report  of  enumerators  referred,  with  instructions,  465 

Report  on  obtaining  and  publishing  statistics,  4S2;  order  re- 
jected, 494 ;  reconsideration  discussed  and  refused,  518 

Compensation  for  taking  the  census,  490.  534 

Report  on  division  of  Wards.  579;  discussion,  amendments 
proposed  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  584 

Discussion  on  Wards,  amendments  adopted,  ordinance 
passed,  and  order  to  print,  604 

Order  passed  relating  to  polling  places,  610 

Report  on  Printing  expenses,  etc.,  and  order  passed,  623 

Order  passed  to  pay  bill  of  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  647 

Orders  passed  establishing  Ward  Rooms,  etu.,  633 

New  ordinance,  with  amendments,  discussed,  and  passed, 
6:J3 

Ordinance  in  relation  to  Breed's  Island,  passed,  687 
Centennial  Celebrations  — 

Invitation  to  attend  Lexington  and  Concord  Celebration  ac- 
cepted, 67 

Entertainment  of  President  Grant,  171,  204 

Order  passed  for  observance  19th  April,  193 

Order  passed  to  place  lights  in  steeple  of  old  North  Church, 
April  18,  196 

Bunker  Hill,  report  and  discussion  on  celebrating,  207 

Police  detachment  authorized  to  go  to  Concord  and  Lexing- 
ton, 207 

Order  passed  to  close  F.  H.  Market.  April  19th.  208 

Seventeenth  of  June,  discussion  on  appropriation,  and  order 
passed.  220 

Committee  for  Seventeenth  of  June.  240,  262.  2i>S 

Seventeenth  of  June,  closing  streets,  and  making  seats 
secure.  3S4.  351 

Votes  of  thanks  to  Gen.  Francis  A.  Osborn,  and  Brevet 

Maj.  Gen.  Richard  Arnold.  356 

order  passed  to  print  memorial  volume,  356 

Church  St.  District  — 

Discussion  on  right  of  way  to   Lowell  estate,  754;  Order 
rejected,  762 
City  Accounts  — 

Order  discussed  and  passed  relating  to  system  of  keeping 
city  accounts,  194;  report,  333 
City  Architect- 
Continuance  of  office,  and  appropriation,  310 

Expediency  of  requiring  officials  to  employ,  319 

Report  relating  to  establishing  the  office,  647;  recommitted, 
656;  report,  688;  Ordinance  passed,  736 
City  Charter  — 

Draft  referred  to  joint  Special  Committee,  1 

Order  to  print  document  prepared  for  Commission,  referred, 
31 ;  pissed,  59 

Report  of  Committee.  124 

Priming  1,000  of  committee's  report  ordered,  126 

Discussion  on  row  Charter,  123 

Resolutions  offered  and  discussed,  128;  adopted,  135.  131 

Substitute  resolutions  offered  and  discussed,  134;  rejected, 
135 

Reference  to  Committee  of  Whole,  136;  consideration  in 
Com.  of  Whole,  and  reports,  136,  152,  171,  173,  174,  196, 
201,  208,  153,  174 

Discussion  and  order  passed,  242 

Discussion,  reference  to  next  City  Government,  717 
City  Clerk  — 

Quarterly  report,  35,  263,  447.  622 
City  Collector  —see  Treasury  Department. 
City  Council  — 

The  official  report,  333;    order  instructing  committee  dis- 
cussed and  indefinitely  postponed,  373;  report  on  peti- 
tions accepted,  421 
City  Engineer  — 

Authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  34 

Annual  report,  59 
City  Hospital  — 

Bequest  from  Miss  Mary  L.  Shaw,  188,  264 

Annual  report,  420 

Report  on  Homoeopathic  Department,  734;  discussion,  757 
City  Officers  (elected  or  appointed)  — 

Mayor's  Clerk,  4 

Assistant  City  Clerk,  4 

Directors  of  Hast  Boston  Ferries,  19 

Trustees  of  Mount  Hope,  19 

Cochituate  Water  Board,  19,  423 


City  Messenger,  31 ;   Assistants,  93,  337 

Trustees  of  Public  Library.  31,  559 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  31,  174,  204,  222,  240,  262, 
310,  358,  373 

Members  of  Cochituate  Water  Board,  81,  40,  59,  81,  143,  222 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital,  31,  174,  204 

Assessors,  31 

Clerk  of  Committees,  31,  647;  assistant,  683 

Superintendent  of  Bridges,  37 

First  Assistant  Assessors,  3S,  59 

Undertakers,  58 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark.  58,  92,  451,  507 

Inspectors  and  Weighers  of  Hay,  58,  393,  430,  451 

Surveyors  of  Marble,  etc.,  58 

Inspectors  of  Petroleum  and  Coal  Oils,  58 

Supt.  of  Lamps,  58 

Supt.  of  Kaneuil  Hall.  58 

Supt.  of  Faueuil  Hall  Market,  58 

Inspector  of  Milk,  58 

Supts.  of  Hay  Scales,  58 

Measurer  of  Grain.  58 

Inspectors  of  Provisions,  58, 163 

Registrar  of  Voters,  OS 

Supt.  of  Wagons  and  Trucks,  58 

Supt.  of  Hacks  and  Carriages,  58 

Supt.  of  Intelligence  Offices,  58,  66 

Supt.  of  Pawnbrokers,  58,  66 

Supt    Streets,  5J 

City  Surveyor,  59 

Harbor  Master,  59 

Supt.  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  59 

Supt.  Public  Buildings,  6J 

Supt.  Sewers.  00 

Supt.  Public  Lands.  60 

Commissioner  on  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  60,  204 

City  Solicitor,  00 

City  Engineer,  60 

Water  Registrar.  60 

Constables,  6ri,  396 

Second  Assistant  Assessors,  66 

City  Registrar,  81 

Supts.  of  Bridges,  37.  81 

Commissioners  on  Cambridge  Bridges,  92 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters,  93,  122, 150 

Weighers  of  Coal,  etc  .  Ill,  201,  239,  278,  292,  318,  345,  393, 
486,451,  507,  527.  547 

Overseers  of  the  Poor,  150.  548,  578 

Member  of  Board  of  Health,  163 

Fire  Commissioner,  174 

Directors  of  Blast  Boston  Ferries,  174 

Trustees  of  Public  Library,  189,  529 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures,  201,  263 

Commissioner  of  Sinking  Funds,  204 

Inspector  of  Lime.  2)5 

Culler  of  Hoops  and  Staves,  205 

Field  Drivers  and  Pound  Keepers,  205,  350 

Fence  Viewers,  205 

Measurers  of  Upper  Leather.  220,  527 

License  Commissioners.  207,  500 

Auditor  of  Accounts,  308 

Treasurer,  356 

Collector,  356,  393 

Park  Commissioners,  393 

Record  Commissioners,  410 

Public  Weighers,  292,  318,  410,  451,  465,  478,  703 
City  Registrar  — 

Quarterly  report.  36,  279,  436,  596 

Amended  order  passed  relating  to  burial  permits,  293 

Annual  report.  2 '4 

Order  pasNcd  for  report  on  manner  of  conducting  depart- 
ment, 393 

Majority  report  substituted,  and  order  passed,  393 

Order  passed  providing  standing  committee,  410 

Standing  Committee  appointed,  431 

Discussion  on  duties,  reconsideration  refused,  442 
City  Scales  — 

Quarterly  report  North  Scales,  46,  263,  622 

Assistant  at  North  Scales  authorized,  434 

Quarterly, report  South  Seal     ,447 
City  Solicitor  —  see  Law  Department. 
City  Stables- 
Order  passed  to  set  apart  land  in  Charlestown,  83 

Order  passed  for  erection  on  Childs  street,  Ward  17,  220 

Offal  shed  on  Highland  St.,  332 

On  Canal  St.,  Charlestown,  authorized,  376 
City  Surveyor  — 

Annual  report.  19 

Authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  29 
City  Treasurer  —  see  Treasury  Department. 
Claims  — 

Payment  of  executions  or  judgments  authorized,  21 

$500  allowed  for  copying  Charlestown  records,  224 

Notice  of  claim  to  land  front  of  estate  of  Stephen  Smith,  465 

Order  passed  to  pay  $300  to  Mary  Noonan,  581 

Discussion  and  order  passed  relative  to  claim  of  Wm.  Bu 
Chaplin,  723 

Order  to  pay  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  laid  on  table, 
775 
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Clark  (Alderman) — elected  chairman,  1;  remarks:  on 
The  Park  Question,  15,  64.  72.  100 
Additional  Water  Supply,  36 
Redivision  of  the  Wards,  38,  588,  634 
Swett  St.  Extension,  148.  412.  432.  774 
Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 
Brighton  Betterments,  241 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  R.  R..  346 
Back  Bay  Improvement,  398,  416,  481,  496,  516 
Fence  on  Common,  419,  509 
Madison  Square  appropriation,  499 
School  St.  widening;.  640 
Resignation  of  Clerk  of  Committees,  642 
Swing  Signs  and  Awnings,  643 
Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  661 
Taxes  of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  682,  737 
Salaries  of  Constables,  710 
Swett  St.,  734a 

Response  to  resolution  of  thanks,  778 
Clerk  of  Committees  — 

Resignation  of  James  if.  Bugbee.  596 

Report  on  resignation  of  Mr.  Bugbee,  resolves  and  orders 

passed,  642 
Clocks  — 

Order  passed  to  ring  bell  of  Maverick  Congregational  Soc, 

188 
Amended  order  concurred  in  to  place  clock  on  Central  Sq..222 
Committees — see  pocket  edition  of  organization  of  City  Gov- 
ernment. 
Committees,  special  — 

On  proposed  Statue  of  Josiah  Quincy,  410 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  — 
$1,500  for  labor,  etc.,  Ill 
$2u0  for  tools  and  repairs.  Ill 
$10,000  for  labor  and  keeping  in  order,  206 
$250  for  grass  and  seeds,  206 
$1,500  for  hiring  teams,  206 
$2,500  for  improvement  near  Jamaica  Pond,  206 
$200  for  tools  and  repairs  near  Jamaica  Pond,  206 
$500  for  trees  and  shrubs,  206 
$1,000  for  water  and  watering  streets,  206 
$l,65o  for  care  of  Blackstone,   Franklin,  Worcester,   and 

Lowell  Squares  and  Union  Park,  206 
$900  for  care  of  public  grounds  and  trees  in  East  Boston,  206 
$900  for  manure,  206 
$l,5n0  for  sods.  206 
$1,500  for  loam,  206 
$6,000  for  red  gravel,  206 
$500  for  trees  and  shrubs,  2S0 
$100  for  tools  and  repairs,  280 
$1,000  for  repairing  fsnees,  fountains,  etc.,  298 
$5,000  for  plants,  293 
■£10.000  for  labor,  355 
$1,500  for  team  work,  etc.,  355 
$1,000  for  plants,  355 
$500  for  mowing  machines,  355 
$5,000  for  Madison  Square.  431 
$1,000  for  settees  and  other  seats,  431 
$228  for  rustic  flower-stands,  431 
$195.56  for  fountain  on  Independence  Sq  ,  431 
$650  for  concrete  walks,  431 
$400  for  sods,  431 
$8,000  for  labor.  455 
$500  for  team  work,  467 

$7,0U0  for  superintendence  and  labor.  498.  500,  559 
$3,000  f. .r  Madison  Square,  498,  500,  559 
$1,300  for  Bromley  Park.  408,  500,  559 
$2,000  for  Orchard  Park,  559 
$1,000  for  watering  streets.  733 
$500  for  repairs  of  fences  and  fountains.  755 
Orchard  Park,  report  inexpedient  to  purchase  estates,  206 
Ordinance  passed  relating  to  peddlers,  etc  ,  2.17 
Discussion,  and  amended  order  passed  for  fence  to  Common, 

418;  amendment  receded.  432 
Order  passed  for  concerts,  431 
Permits  granted  to  remove  trees,  455,  582,  734.  768 
Report  and  discussion  on  fence  and  curb  on  Tremont  Street 

Mall.  493;  discussion  and  amended  order  passed,  507 
Discussion  on  appropriation  for  Madison  Square,  4S>8 
Sundry  transfers,  49S,  50u,  550 

Report  on  Square  on  Commonwealth  Ave.  referred,  597 
Order  pissed  relative  to  preservation  of  trees  on  Tremont 

St.  iM all.  622 
Lot  adjoining  Park  Sq.  placed  in  charge  of  Committee,  6S5 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  on  oft'er  of  Sidney  B.   Morse, 

704 
Order  passed  relative  to  protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  Pond, 

725 
Common  Council  — 

Order  for  printing  Journal  referred,  19 
Report,  accepted,  to  discontinue  printing  Journal,  59 
Contingent  Expenses  — 

Chairman   of  Boatd  of  Aldermen  authorized  to  approve 

bills.  22 
County  of  Suffolk  — 

Order  passed  for  revision  of  jury  list,  5 

Jail  Expenses,  19,  81,  150,  240.  308,  375,  436,  452.  516.  5S0.  684, 

752;  reference  lo  committee,  5S0;  report  accepted,  584 


Furniture  for  county  buildings  authorized,  29 
Furniture  for  new  Court  House,  Roxbury  District,  81 
Examination  of  prisons,  and  houses  of  detention,  323;  re- 
port, 448,  776 
$500  for  Social  Law  Library,  450 
Additional  Court  room,  456,  608 
Report  on   compensation   of  officers   of  Municipal  Courts, 

665;  discussion.  71  6,  741;  amended  order  passed,  742 
Order  passed  to  pay  $1,000  to  Social  Law  Library,  734b 
Indices  to  Suffolk  Deeds  for  1876  authorized,  734b 
Report  on  New   Court  House,   referred  to  mit  Board  of 
Aldermen,  775 

Decoration  Day  —  see  G.  A.  R. 

Elections  —  (see  also  Public  Parks)  — 
Warrant  for  State  Election,  549 
Warrants  for  Municipal  election,  667 
Report  on  returns  State  election.  610.  618 
Reports  on  returns  Municipal  election,  732,  736 
Report  on  returns  Ward  officers,  763 

Ferries  — 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  reducing  tolls,  31 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  reduce  tolls,  81 

East  Boston,  annual  report,  294 

Order  passed  for  free  use  June  17,  296 

Communications  from  Directors,  on  new  boat  needed,  516 

Order  passed  to  contract  for  new  boat,  533 

Wmnisimmet  Ferry  Co.  allowed  use  of  Slip,  534 
Fire  Department  — 

Reports  of  tires  and  alarms  for  Dec,  7;  January,  47;  Feb- 
ruary, 112;  March,  2u4;  April,  279;  May,  349;  June. 
420;  July,  447;  August,  478;  Sept.,  547;  October,  622; 
November,  717 

$225  for  phonographic  report  of  inquest,  6S 

Expediency  of  establishing  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  68; 
discussion,  and  order  passed,  145 

Bcportof  Committee  on  Fire  Inspector.  126 

Better  accommodations  for  Engine  6,  1S9,  437 

Report  on  Chemical  Works.  So.  Boston,  437 

Order  passed  to  purchase  land  on  Harvard  St.  and  erect 
engine  house,  439 

Order  passed  to  purchase  land  on  Washington  St.,  Ward 
15.  and  erect  engine  house.  439;  reconsideration,  laid  on 
table,  450;  withdrawn.  456 

Inquiry  relating  to  petroleum,  450 

Annual  report,  478 

Report  relating  to  Chemical  Factory,  referred.  560 

Order  passed  relating  to  telegraph  in  Chelsea.  6S3 

Report  on  Chauucy  Page's  building  accepted,  688 
Fort  Hill  Improvement  — 

Unfinished  business  referred  to  Committee  on  Streets,  33 
Fourth  of  July — 

Orders  for  celebration.  297 

Committee   and   appropriation,  308;   non-concurrence,  30S, 
319.348;  conference,  351 ;  concurrence,  358 
Funds  —  (see  also  Sinking  Funds)  — 

Franklin  Fund,  order  passed  for  examination  of  accounts, 
20;  report  of  examination,  32 

Pierce  Fuel  Fund,  Charlestown —  order  passed  to  pay  in- 
terest, 48 

G.  A.  P.— 

Invitation  accepted,  Thomas  G.  Stephenson  Post,  1S9 
Invitation  accepted,  Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7,  192 
Discussion   on   allowance  for  Decoration   Day.  and  order 

passed,  204 
Invitation  accepted  to  attend  presentation  of  colors  to  5th 

Maryland  Reg  ,  349 
Invitation    accepted  to  attend   lecture  by  Col.  Spates,  5th 

Maryland  Reg.,  July  4,  375 
Gas  — 

Order  relating  to  appointment  of  Commissioners,  8 
Order  passed  to  appoint  commission  to  investigate,  13 
Discus„ion  on,  and   amended  order  passed  to  contract  with 

Brookline  Gaslight  Co..  45 
Communication  from  Brookline  Gaslight  Co.,  discussion  and 

order  passed  to  contract,  60 
Compensation  of  commission  authorized.  145 
Commissioners  to  investigate'  appointed.  188 
Order  passed  relating  lo  coal  tar  at  north  end,  753 
Glover  Statue  —  see  Mayor. 

Hack  Rules  and  Orders  — 

Report    from    Committee    on    Licenses,    4(36;    amendments 

offered,  47S;  amended  rules  and  orders  passed.  495 
Harbor  — 

Order  passed  to  keep  ship  channel  free  from  ice,  19 

Order  passed  relating  to  jurisdiction,  598 
Harris  (Alderman)  —  remarks:  on 

Uniting  Coehituate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards,  59,93 

Gaslight  for  Brighton,  60 

Public  Parks,  65,  89, 72,  96 

New  City  Charter,  130,  245 

Kite  Inspector,  146 

Swell  St   Extension.  149,  734b,  774 

Renumbering  Washington  St.,  150 
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Annual  Appropriations,  189 

Additional  water  supply!  171 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 

Bunker  Hill  Centennial.  207 

Hoard  of  Education,  209.  221 

(Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  223 

Seventeenth  of  June.  202,  322 

Street  sweeping-machines,  2>5 

Claim  of  1'liineas  K.  Cay,  288 

Railroad  obstructions  ill  East  Boston,  29j 

Permit  to  Fitchburg  11  It.  Co.  to  build  on  bridge,  30S 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  11. It.,  3-10 

Fourth  of  .July,  319 

Official  Report,  874 

Car  tracks  in  State.  Devonshire  and  Court  Streets,  379,  415 

Back  Bay  Improvement.  300 

Engine  House,  Ward  la,  439 

Duties  of  City  Registrar,  443 

Thompson  Square,  441 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  528,  562 

Removal  of  Swing  Signs,  534 

Removal  of  Bay  Windows,  53.5 

Mystic  contract  for  Kast  Boston  water  supply,  577 

Claim  of  Mary  Noonan,  5S1 

Additional  court  room.  00S 

House  Offal,  040.  OS', 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  660,  762 

Taxes  of  -lohn  .Jeffries,  Jr.,  6S2 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge.  689 

Salaries  of  Constables,  700, 7.1 

Claim  of  Win.  15.  Chaplin,  723 

Protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  Bond,  725 

Licensing  Plumbers,  740 

Water  supply  for  West  Itoxbury  and  Brighton,  742 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  754 
Health,  Board  of— 

Annual  Iteport,  447 

Report  B  nevolcnt  Fraternity  of  Churches,  752 
Health  Department  — 

Superintendent  authorized  to  purchase  supplies.  21 

Order  passed  to  consider  act  relating  to  Inspectors  of  Pro- 
visions. 120 

Contract  of  house  offal,  East  Boston,  126 

Report  accepted,  expedient  to  accept  Act,  for  appointment 
of  Inspectors  of  Provisions,  and  Act  accepted,  152 

Order  passed  to  report  concerning  pay  of  laborers,  53S 

Leave  to  establish  free  hospital  for  women.  560 

Discussion  on  House  Offal,  and  amended  order  passed,  639; 
amendment.,  concurrence,  058;  report  and  discussion, 
order  pas.-ed,  685;  concurrence,  704. 

Orders  passed  relating  to  Undertakers'  fees,  704,  733,  768 
Highland  It.  Co  ■- 

Order  of  notice  to  raise  track  and  pave  at  .junction  of  Guild 
Row,  Washington  and  Dudley  Sts.,  549 

Hearing  on  Tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  574 

Lamp  Department  — 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent.  8 

Superintendent  authorized  to  make  purchases,  45 

Order  passed  to  pay  lamplighters  in  Boston.  South  Boston 

and  Ea-t  Boston  two  cents  per  lamp  per  night,  07 
Report  on  Bartlett's  Lanterns,  547 
Report  on  pay  of  Charlestown  lamplighters,  547 
Remonstrance  from  lamplighters,  ami  hearing,  558 
Orders  passed  relative  to  pay  of  lamplighters,  623 

Law  Department  — 

Report  on  additional  assistance,  22 

Law  books  for  City  Solicitor's  office  authorized,  29 

Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  to  appoint  Fourth  Assistant 

Solicitor,  30 
Semi-annual  Report  of  Solicitor,  420 

Licenses  — 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  Palais  Royal  Theatre, 

405 
Discussion  on  license  to  exhibit  Cardiff  Giant,  583 

Liquor  Licenses  — 

Orders  passed  relating  to  License  Commissioners,  208 
Report  on  revenue,  240 

Order  passed  relating  to  fees  and  clerk-hire,  269 
Discussion  on,  and  oiderfor  reports  indefinitely  postponed, 

444 
Iteport  of  Commissioners,  684 

Loans  — 

"Street  Improvement  Loan,  Swctt  St.,"  order    passed   to 

borrow  $470,000.  4S 
Additional  Supply  of  Water,  $1,500,000  authorized,  34,  36 
$loo,ouo  for  water-pipes,  Wards  17  and  lit,  203 
$2.0,0,1.00  in  anticipation  of  taxes.  321,  332 
Report  on  Mystic  Water  Works  Loan,  437;  order  passed, 

440 
$267,U00  for  Back  Bay  streets,  and  avenues,  516 

Markets  — 

Quarterly  report  of  Superintendent,  81,  294,  436 

Assistant  to  Superintendent  of  F  H.   Market  authorized,  83 

Report  on   new   vegetable   markets,  discussion,  and  order 

passed  authorizing,  248 
Order  passed  to  lease  stands,  250;  amendment,  410 


Discussion,  and  order  passed  relating  to  Vegetable  Market, 
200 

Order  passed  to  rescind  previous  order  to  establish  market. 
260 

Order  passed  relating  to  Vegetable  Market.  43S 

Order  for  assigning  Stands  discussed  and  laid  on  table,  -149; 
amended  and  passed,  456 

Lease  of  Quincy  Hall,  767 
Mayor  — 

Disposition  of  Topics  in  Inaugural  Address,  referred,  1 

Copy  of  Address  requested  for  publication,  4 

Report  on  disposition  of  topics  in  Inaugural  Address,  and 
orders  passed.  8 

Authorized  to  petition  for  authority  to  regulate  transporta- 
tion of  explosive  substances,  733 
Mayor,  —  communications  from  — 

Announcing  death  of  City  Treasurer.  12 

Relating  to  horse-cur  blockade,  45;  referred  to  Committee 
on  Paving,  45 

Transmitting  invitation  to  Lexington  and  Concord  Centen- 
nial. 67 

Compensation  for  Gas  Commission,  145 

Bequest  from  Miss  Mary  L.  Shaw,  188 

Relating  to  monument  at  Yorktown,  Va..373;  report,  687; 
order  pas.-ed.  703 

Relating  to  proposed  statue  of  Josiah  Quiney,  410;  report, 
561 ;  order  passed,  and  committee  appointed.  577 

Relating  to  enforcement  of  Liquor  Law,  436 

Relating  to  statue  of  General  Glover.  558 ;  report  and  orders 
passed.  5i»7 

Relating  to  death  of  non.  Henry  Wilson,  655 

Relating  to  Maps,  etc.,  for  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  656; 
referred  to  Special  Committee.  656;  report,  080;  dis- 
cussion, 686,  7u3;  indefinite  postponement,  742 

Veto  of  order  to  pay  Dep.  Collectors,  772 
Metropolitan  It.  Co.  — 

Petition  for  additi   nal  tracks,  92 

Hearing  on  locations  in  Washington,  Milk,  and  Hawley 
Streets,  103 

Temporary  track  on  Boylston  Street,  2i5 

Hearing  on  Columbus  Avenue  track.  307 

Hearing  on  Court  Street  tracks,  s-ij ;  order  parsed  to  remove. 
35S";  reconsideration  and  recommittal,  377;  report  and 
discu.-sion.  304;  discussion  and  rejection,  413;  reconsid- 
eration. 434.  410 

Order  passed  to  pave  Washington  Street,  from  Waltham  to 
Chester  Square,  357 

39th  local  ion  granted,  410 

Location  in  Columbus  Ave.  and  Park  Square  granted,  433 

Location  accepted,  430 

Paving  Court  Street,  447 

Report  and  hearing  appointed  on  turnout  tracks.  455 

Report  and  new  hearing  on  Court  Street  tracks  appointed, 
456;  hearing,  and  motion  to  grant  petition  rejected,  490; 
order  to  discontinue  use  of  tracks,  4J3;  substitute  order, 
563;  discussion,  order  rejected.  624 

Order  of  notice  to  raise  track  and  pave  at  junction  of  Guild 
Row,  Washington  and  Dudley  Sts.,  549 
Middlesex  It   Co.  — 

Petitions  (or  permanent  location  in  State  St..  etc..  164 

Hearing  on  location  in  Summer,  Lincoln,  and  Beach 
Streets,  201 

Location  granted  for  turnout  tracks,  241 

Location  accepted,  203 

Order  passed  for  extension  of  location.  333 

Hearing  on  State  and  Devonshire  Street  tracks.  345;  order 
passed  to  remove,  35S;  reconsideration  and  recommittal, 
377  ;  report  and  discussion,  3  14  ;  discussion  and  rejection, 
413:  reconsideration,  434,  440;  bearing,  440;  report  ac 
cepted.  leave  to  withdraw,  455 

Seventh  location  accepted,  355 

Order  passed  to  pave  Charles  River  Avenue,  439 
Militia  — 

Second  Bat.  Inf.,  invitation  to  ball  accepted,  35 

Co.  C.  Fourth  Bat.  Inf..  order  passed  to  pay  $05  rent  for 
temporary  armory.  59 

Ninth  Keg.,  Iteport  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw  on  regi- 
mental armory,  125 

Co.  K,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  repairs,  125 

Co.  K.  Ninth  Reg.  Inf.,  discontinuance  of  rent,  125;  $1,000 
for  rent,  120 

Co.  A,  Kirst  Beg.  Inf.,  $75  for  rent  of  armory,  125 

Co.  D,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  order  passed  to  hire  armory.  125; 
rent  discontinued,  126;  order  passed  to  fit  up  and  furnish 
armory.  167 

Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf  ,  discussion  on,  and  order  passed  for 
armory  on  Hancock  St..  Ward  16.  169 

Co.  E.  Ninth  Reg.  Inf..  $1,000  for  rent  rescinded,  and  $550 
allowed.  224 

Co.  C,  Ninth  Keg.,  $300  for  armory,  240 

Co.  A,  Fifih  Keg  ,  $250  for  armory.  240 

Co.  (I,  Ninth  Keg.,  $200  fur  armory.  240 

Co.  D,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf..  armory  approved,  250 

Co.  A.  Ninth  Keg  ,  $250  for  armory,  250 

Co.  I,  Ninth  Reg.,  rent  discontinued.  3-16;  Armory  corner 
Washington  and  Harvard  Streets.  346 

Co.  A,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  $75  for  rent,  356 


VIII 


INDEX   TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF   BOAED    OE   ALDERMEN. 


Order  passed  to  hire  additional  room  corner  Harvard  and 
Washington  Streets,  396 

Co.  E.  Ninth  Keg  ,  rent  discontinued,  396 

Co.  D,  Ninih  Reg.,  rent  discontinued,  396 

Co.  A,  First  Keg.,  $300  for  rent  of  armory,  467 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Reg.,  $260  for  armory.  479 

Report  accepted,  leave  to   withdraw,  on  petition  of  Ninth 
Reg.,  479 

Return  of  order  from  Common  Council  requested,  482;  re- 
ceived, and  hiring  room  on  Harvard  St.  rescinded,  494 

Co.  J,  Ninth  Reg.,  $300  for  rent  of  armory,  495 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Keg..  $137.50  for  rent  of  armory.  495 

$500  for  rentof  drill  shed  of  Inst,  of  Tech.,  49j 

Order  passed  relative  to  target  practice,  549 

Fifth  Reg  ,  headquarters  transferred,  581 

First  Reg.  Inf..  Armory  leased,  666 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Keg.,  fitting  up  Armory,  666 

Co.  G-,  First  Reg.  Inf.,  rent  discontinued,  775;  Armory  ap- 
proved, 775 

Co.  I,  Ninth  Reg.  Inf.,  Armory  approved,  775 

Co.E,     "  "      "  "     '  "  775 

Co.  D, '  "  "  775 

Minors  — 

License  Rules  established,  20 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  prohibiting  attend- 
ance at  Theatres,  etc.,  126 
Municipal  Register  — 

Order  passed  for  printing,  4 

Report  on  supplying  School  Committee,  accepted,  62 

New  York  and  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.  — 

Order  passed  for  gates  on  Dudley  St.  crossing,  704 

Northampton  Street  District  — 

Report  of  work  done,  and  orders  assessing  betterments,  and 

to  provide  means  for  completing  improvements,  61 
Committee  authorized  to  assume  betterments,  92 
Report  accepted,  no  further  action  necessary  relating  to  sur- 
render of  estates,  151;  communication  from  Solicitor, 
151 
Betterments  apportioned,  204 
Report  on  surrender  of  estates,  204 
Committee  authorized  to  settle  grade  damages,  220 
Resolve  and  order  to  take  estates,  laid  on  table.  220 
Land  of  John  E.  Fitzgerald  and  others,  310,  337 
Order  passed  to  take  land  of  Alvin  G.  Bnrtlctt.  478 
Notice  to  quit  to  occupants  of  84  Village  St ,  479 
Order  passed  to  pay  Alvin  G.  Bartlctt,  $7,786.30,  598 
Request  for  additional  appropriation,  638 
Order  passed  for  sale  of  land  on  Fellows  St..  638 
Orders  passed  to  vacate  assessments  for  raising  grade,  764 

Nuisances  — 

Petition  relating  to  Roxbury  Channel,  349 

O'Brien  (Alderman)  —  remarks:  on 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointment,  67 

Public  Parks,  70,  98 

"Widening  School  street,  94 

New  City  Charter.  127,  129,  243 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  169 

Armory  on  Hancock  street,  Ward  16, 170 

Appropriation  for  seventeenth  of  June,  221 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 

New  vegetable  Markets.  243 

Convention  of  Typographical  Union  in  City  Hall,  294 

Fourth  of  July,  319,  348 

Seventeenth  of  June,  323 

Claim  ot  J.  E.  Filzgerald,  337 

School-house  at  City  Point,  318 

Official  report,  374 

Suffolk-street,  District  claims,  377 

Back  Bay  Improvement,  418 

Fence  on  Common,  419,  503 

Engine  House,  Ward  15,  -139 

Duties  ot  City  Registrar,  442 

Reports  from  License  Commissioners,  445 

East.  Boston  High  School,  513 

Paving  Bedford  St.,  518 

Census  Statistics,  518 

Employment  of  Criminals,  529 

Public  School  System,  530 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  563 

Claim  of  Mary  Noonan,  581 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  583 

Pay  of  City  laborers,  601 

Division  of  Wards,  606 

Unpaid  laborers  on  Sewers,  611 

School  St.  widening.  620,  640 

Car-track-  on  Court  St.,  624 

House  Offal,  640 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  659,  762 

Maps,  etc.,  for  Centennial,  703 

Salaries  of  Constables,  707,  742 

Licensing  Plumbers,  740 

Protection  of  laborers  in  City  Contracts,  755 

City  Hospital,  Homoeopathic' treatment,  759 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  766 

Veto  of  order  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors,  773 


Omnibuses  — 

Hearing  on  East  Cambridge  omnibus  route,  47;  report  ac- 
cepted, leave  to  withdraw.  48 

Order  passed  relative  to  route  of  East  Cambridge  coaches, 
83 
Ordinances  — 

Report  and  order  passed  to  petition  relative  to  driving  cattle 
through  streets.  639 

Report  relating  to  office  hours  in  Departments,  639;  recom- 
mitted.  656;    report,    688;    discussion,   712;    ordinance 
passed,  736 
Overseers  of  Poor  — 

Quarterly  report,  46,  279.  447,  622 

Resignation  of  Joseph  Buckley,  93 

Annual  Report,  349 

Communication  from  Mayor,  on  death  of  Dr.  Allen,  527 

Order  passed  relating  to  employment  for  poor;  report,  705 
and  orders  passed,  753 

Pay  of  Laborers  in  City  employ  — 

Order  referred  to  Salary  Committee,  111 

Amended  order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  changing 
rate,  240;  report,  297 

Discussion  on  resolve,  598 
Police  — 

Quarterly  reports  of  Chief,  4,  192,  420, 531 

Annual  report  of  Chief,  8 

Orders  passed  relative  to  horses,  supplies,  and  repairs,  21 

Portion  of  annual  report  of  Chief,  relating  to  station-house 
lodgers,  referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances,  31 

Station  Eleven,  order  passed  to  provide  furniture,  etc.,  34 

<  irder  passed  to  amend  section  50  of  Police  Rules,  66 

Discussion  on  maximum  age  on  appointment.  66 

Report  accepted  permitting  Police  Relief  Association  to  ap- 
ply for  incorporation,  112 

Order  passed  to  pay  for  repairs  of  police  steamboat,  126 

Order  passed  for  increase  of  Police  Force,  240 

Report  of  Police  Charitable  Fund.  263 

Station  8,  renort  to  raise  building,  2^0 

Report  relating  to  Police  Relief  Kund,  297 

Ordinance  passed  to  extend  Police  t  haritable  Fund,  308 

Order  passed  relating  to  pay  of  officers  at  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington, 3)5 

Expediency  of  Board  of  Management,  562 

Report  on  Police  Commission,  763 
Pope  ( Alderman)  —  remarks :  on 

Annual  Appropriations,  189 

Permit  to  Fitchluirg  K.  K.  Co.  to  build  on  bridge,  308 

Claim  of  J.  E.  Fitzgerald,  337 

Engine  House,  Ward  15,  439 
Power  (Alderman )  —  remarks :  on 

The  Park  question,  15,  63,  69,  S4,  97,  191 

Post  Office  Square,  20 

RedivUion  of  the  Wards.  30, 123,  5S0,  589 

The  Law  Department,  30 

Order  to  contract  with  Brookline  Gaslight  Company,  46,  61 

The  Salary  Bill.  59 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointment,  66 

Boston's  system  of  Sewerage,  82,  113 

Widening  School  street.  94,  111 

New  City  Charter,  126,  129,  242 

Fire  Inspector,  146 

Renumbering  Washington  Street,  150 

Purchase  of  street  sweeping-machines,  164 

Annual  Appropriations,  lCii,  1S9 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  169 

Additional  water  supply,  171 

South  Boston   Railroad,  18S.  195 

System  of  keeping  city's  accounts,  194 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 

Bunker  Hill  Centennial,  207 

Appropriation  for  Seventeenth  of  June,  220 

Board  of  Education.  209,  221 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  225 

Brighton  betterments.  241 

New  Vegetable  Markets.  219 

Seventeenth  of  June.  262,  322 

Street  sweeping-machines,  265 

Claim  of  Phincas  E   Gay.  293 

Bosion,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  R.  R.,  294,  346 

Railroad  Obstructions  in  East  Boston,  296 

Fourth  of  duly,  319.  3J8 

Electing  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  321 

Public  Bath  on  Cragie's  Bridge.  332 

School  house  at  City  Point.  -H6 

Wood  Pavement  la  Court  Street.  357 

Official  report.  374 

Suffolk. street  District  claims,  376 

Car-tracks  in  Court,  Stale  and  Devonshire  Streets,  377,  394, 
415,  434.  440,  457 

Dredging  Roxbury  Canal,  305,  421 

Back  Bay  Improvement,  397,  416,  4S0,  496,  516 

Swett-strcet  District,  431 

Fence  on  Common.  418,  432,  49S,  508 

Lafayette  Square.  439 

Report-*  from  License  Commissioners,  444 

Duties  of  City  Registrar,  444 

Regulation  of  Hacks,  etc.,  478 
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IX 


Madison  Sq.  Appropriation.  498,  500 

Fas',  Boston  High  School,  515 

Fa  arleS  of  Deputy  Collectors,  517,  527,  5G2  » 

Paving  Bedford  St ,  518 

Census  Statistics,  518 

Employment  of  Criminals,  529 

Public  School  System,  531 

Cur  Tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  577 

Licensing  I'l umbers,  etc.,  577 

Vacancies  in  Mystic  Water  Hoard,  578 

Claim  of  Mary  No. .nan.  581 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  583 

Pay  of  city  laborers,  598 

Additional  Courtroom.  609 

Unpaid  laborers  on  sewers.  010 

School  St.  widening,  020,  6J0 

(Jar  tracks  In  Court  St.,  024 

Pay  of  lamplighters.  62:1 

Hack  Bav  bridges,  687 

House  offal.  B8t),685 

Resignation  of  Clerk  of  Committees,  042 

Swing  signs  and  awnings,  045,  081 

City  Architect,  6i7 

Truant  School  and  Small  Pox  Hospital,  659 
Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  0S9 
Maps,  etc.,  for  Centennial,  704 
Salaries  of  constables.  706,  731 
City  Charter.  718 
Claim  of  Wm.  B.  Chaplin,  723 
Burning  of  Rico  School-house,  734 
Claim  of  Mr  .Jeffries,  737 
l  .ieensing  plumbers,  740 
Resolution  of  thanks  to  Chairman,  777 
Present  i  (Alderman)  —  remarks  •  on 
The  Park  question,  15,  09.  83,  95,  191 
The  Law  Department,  31 
The  horsecar  blockade,  45 

Order  to  contract  with  Brooklino  Gaslight  Co.,  46 
Boston's  system  of  Sewerage,  82,  114 
Widening  of  School  street,  111 
New  City  Charter.  127,  130,  245 
Fire  Inspector.  116 

Swett  Street  extension,  148,  411,  431,  774 
Annual  Appropriations,  105,  189 
Supplies  for  Public  Institutions.  109,  195 
Additional  Water  Supplies.  173 
South  Boston  Railroad,  188,  195 
Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 
Bunker  Hill  Centennial.  207 
Appropriation  for  Seventeenth  of  June,  220 
Board  of  Education,  209.  221 
Brighton  betterments,  241 
New  Vegetable  Markets.  249,  266 
Seventeenth  of  dune,  202 
Board  of  Education,  270 

Convention  of  Typographical  Union  in  City  Hall,  294 
Fourth  of  duly  Celebration.  308,  348 
Claim  of  J.  E.  Fitzgerald.  337 
School-house  at  City  Point.  317 
Wood  Pavement  in  Court  Street,  358 
Official  reports.  374 
Car  tracks  in  Court,  State  and  Devonshire  Streets,  37T,  394, 

413,  434.  441.  456 
Back  Bay  Improvement,  417 
Engine  House.  Ward  15,  439,  456 
Duties  of  City  Registrar,  442 
Reports  from*  License  Commissioners,  444 
Collecting  new  market  rents,  449,  456 
Vacancy  in  Board  Trustees  Public  Library,  452 
Fence  on  Treinont-st.  Mall.  498 
Madison  Sq.  Appropriation,  499,  500 
East  Boston  High  School,  510 
Paving  Bedford  St.,  518 
Public  School  System,  531 
Removal  of  Bay  Windows,  534 
Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  563 
Car  Tracks  in  Court  Street.  563 
Removal  of  Swing  Signs.  564 
Car  Tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  577 
Division  of  Wards,  579,  585,  005 
Resignation  of  Clerk  of  Committees,  596,  641 
Pay  of  city  laborers,  601 
Additional  Court  room,  608 
School  St.  widening,  621,  640 
Tracks  in  Court  8t..  621 
Division  of  Wards,  635 
House  offal,  640,  685 
City  Architect,  657 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  658,  762 
Salaries  of  constables,  709 
Office  hours  in  City  Departments,  712 
City  Charter,  719 
Claim  of  Wm.  B.  Chaplin,  723 
Swett  St.,  733 

Burning  of  Rice  School-hou6C,  734 
Licensing  plumbers,  740 
City  Hosp'tal,  homoeopathic  treatment,  758 
Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  766 


Resolution  of  thanks  to  Chairman,  777 
Printing  — 

Annual  reports  authorized  in  print,  2 

Fourth  report  of  Stipt..  08 

Order  pris-c.l  lo  print  5  000  License  Law.  293 

Order  passed  to  print  10,000  Public  Park  Act,  293 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  reprint  index  to  City  Docu- 

ments,  598 
Report  and  order  passed  to  print  report  of  Sewerage  Com- 
mission. 768 
Protection  of  laborers  in  contracts  with  the  city  — 

Report,  recommitted,  623;  reports,  700,  736;  discussion,  and 
order  rejected,  755 
Public  Baths- 
Order  passed  authorizing  repairs,  etc..  22 
Repair  and  maintenance,  S10 
On  Cragie  Bridge,  indelinitily  postponed,  332 
Annual  report,  76J 
Public  Buildings  — 

Annual  report  of  Supt.,  19 

Repairs  and  cleaning  authorized,  29 

I  ■'.•!■  .nil  Hall,  order  passed  to  strengthen  floor  and  roof,  293 

Order  passed  to  sell  Engine  House,  Parker  Street,  340 

City  Hall,  location  of  sundry  offices,  438 

order  passed  for  watch  clock  and  fixtur  s,  439 

Order  passed  to  purchase  land  on  Mt.  Vernon  St ,  W.  Rox- 

bury,  and  erect  Engine  House.  4'.i3,  516 
Order  passed  for  procuring  Ward  Rooms,  534 
Enlargmcntof  Suffolk  Jail.  550 
Wardroom  and  armory.  Ward  12.  561 
Order  passed  relative  to  safety  of  egress,  717 
Public  Institutions  — 

Request  of  Directors  for  changes  in  ordinance,  referred.  8 
Report    of   Committee    on   Ordinances,   and    ordinance   to 

amend,  112 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  Rules  as  to  build- 
ings. 16S 
Discussion  on  ordinance  relating  to  supplies,  168 
Special  Committee  to  investigate  convict  labor,  180 
Order  passed  relative  to  supplies,  195 
Report  on  erection  or  repairs  of  buildings,  264 
Report,  and  ordinance  relating  to  purchase  of  supplies  re- 
committed with  instructions,  308 
Annual  report  of  Directors,  334 

Ordinance  passed  relative  to  contracts  for  buildings,  337 
Order  passed  to  refer  annual  report  to  committee,  351 
Communications  relating  to  outfit  and  enlarging  berth  for 

new  steamer,  referred,  460 
Order  passed  to  repair  Wharf  at  Deer  Island.  495 
Eastern  Ave.  Wharf,  order  passed  for  alterations,  495.  517 
Order  passed  for  fitting  up  and  furnishing  steamboat.  495 
Order  for  Committee  to  report  on  Report  of  Director*.  516 
Report  and   discussion   on  employment  of  criminals,  sub- 
stitute order  passed,  529 
Sale  of  Steamer  Henry  Morrison,  559 
Report    relating    to    amendments    of    statutes,   647;    order 

passed,  656 
Discussion  and  order  passed  relating  to  Truant  School  and 

Small-pox  Hospital,  658 
Private  sale  of  Suamer   Henry   Morrison   authorized,  665; 

referred,  6S1 ;  order  passed  to  sell.  752 
Discussion,  and  order  for  small-pox  Hospital  rejected,  762 
Public  Lands  — 

Annual  report  of  Supt.,  15 

Order  to  cancel  agreement  with  Michael  Geraghty.  223,  240 

Straightening  division  line  between  lands  of  city  and  Joseph 

Dorr.  309 
Site  for  Warren  Statue,  cor.  of  Warren  and  Regent  Streets, 

319 
Orders  passed  relative  to  Boston  University,  336.  423 
Order  passed  relating  to  Swett  Street  Hospital  lot,  423 
Deed  to  Henry  R.  Plimpton  authorized,  466 
Order  passed  to  take  Lot  7.  Newbury  St.,  479 
Order  passed  for  Collector  to  cancel  Bond  No.  2349.  478 

' '•         "         "     2463,478 

Deeds  authorized  to  J.  J.  McNutt.  548 

Orders  passed  relative  to  land  and  bond  of  Jos. E.Billings,  723 
Public  Library  — 

Order  passed  to  print  proceedings  at  dedication  of  Dorches- 
ter Branch  Library.  31 
Offer  of  West  Roxbury  Free  Library,  46 
Report  accented,  inexpedient  to  print  proceedings  at  dedi- 
cation of  Brighton  Branch  Library,  81 
Annual  report,  436 

Inquiry  relating  to  vacancy  in  Board  Trustees,  450;  commu 
nication  respecting  same  referred,  452 
Public  Parks  — 

Order  requesting  Mayor  to  petition.  9 

Discussion  on,  15.  62 

Discussion,  amendments  acted  on.  and  order  rejected,  69 

Motion  to  reconsider  vote  rejecting  order  made,  discussed, 

and  specially  assigned,  83 
Discussion  and  order  passed  to  petition.  95 
Discussion,  and  amended  order  passed  in  concurrence,  191 
Order  passed  for  special  election,  297 
Committee  to  examine  returns,  337 
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Report  on  rutunM  of  votes,  accepted.  351 

Order  nassed  to  provide  for  clerical  services,  etc.,  478 

Order  passed  to  provide  room  for  Commissioners,  478 

Quincy  (Alderman)  —  remarks:  on 

Post  Office  Square.  20 

Census  and  re-division  of  Wards,  22,  29,  37,  123.  579,  584,  604 

The  Law  Department.  30 

Uniting  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards,  69,  92 

Public  Parks.  6:!,  69,  101,  191 

Age  of  policemen  on  appointment,  67 

Establishing  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  68, 145 

Widening  School  Street,  95 

Pay  of  Laborers  in  city  employ.  111 

New  City  Charter,  126,  12s.  247 

Supplies  for  Public  Institution,  168 

Armory  on  Hancock  Street.  Ward  16,  169 

Additional  Water  Supply,  172 

Reorganization  of  School  Committee,  209 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  226 

Seventeenth  of  June.  262,  323 

Board  of  Education,  269 

Official  report,  374 

Suffolk-street  District  Claims,  377 

Back  Bay  Impiovement,  398,  415,  481,  497 

Swett-street  Kismet,  411,  432 

Fence  on  Common.  419,  432,  49«,  507 

Car-tracks  on  State,  Court  and  Devonshire  Streets,  434,  441 

Duties  of  City  Registrar,  442 

Reports  from  License  Commissioners,  444 

Militia  target  practice,  549 

Census  Statistics.  5  8 

Removal  of  Bay  Windows,  535 

Car  Tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  577 

Claim  of  Mary  Nonnan,  581 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  583 

Pay  of  city  laborers,  604 

Car  tracks  on  Court  St.,  624 

Division  of  Wards.  633 

School  St.  widening,  641 

City  Architect,  657 

Taxes  of  John  Jeffries.  Jr.,  6S2 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  6S8 

Salaries  of  constables.  708 

Office  hours  in  City  Depaitmcnts,  712 

City  Charter.  717 

Protection  of  life  at  Jamaica  Pond,  725 

Claim  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  737 

Licensing  plumbers,  740 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  765 

Protection  of  laborers  in  city  contracts,  755 

Small  pox  Hospital,  762 

Fees  ot  Deputy  Collectors,  765 

Veto  of  order  to  p:iy  Deputy  Collectors,  773 
Quincy  Statue  —  See  Mayor. 

Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston  — 

Special  Committee  appointed  to  confer,  658 ;  report  and  order 
passed.  723 
Record  Commission  — 

Report,  and  order  passed  to  establish,  293 

Ordinance  passed,  393 
Rewards  — 

$1,000  for  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Bingham, 
153 

$500  for  information  concerning  John  Dennchy.  278 

$5C0  for  securing  murderer  of  Thomas  P.  Pulsifer,  666 
Rules  and  Orders  — 

Of  last  Board  of  Aldermen,  adopted,  with  amendment,  4 

Report  of  joint  Special  Committee,  15 

Of  City  Council  for  1875.  established,  19 

Salaries  —  (see  also  ray  of  Laborers)  — 
Report  of  Committee  on  Salaries,  49 
Discussion  on  Salary  Bill,  and  orders  passed,  58 
Of  Fourth  Acsistant  Solicitor  fixed  at  $2,500,  59 
Report  on  Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  223;   order 

passed,  240 
Discussion,  reconsideration,  and  recommittal  of  order  re- 
lating to  salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  225 
Report  on  Salaries  of   Treasurer,  Collector,  and  Auditor, 

295 ;  salaries  established,  308 
Schools  —  (see  also  Board  of  Education)  — 
Repairs  authorized,  29 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  purchase  additional  land  for 

Chapman  School  yard,  81 
Laboratory  authorized  in  Roxbury  High  School-house,  111 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  on  Bigelow  District,  113 
Gymnasium  authorized  for  Latin  School.  122 
Request  for  Schools  for  Girls  like  licensed  minors,  referred. 

222 
Order  passed  to   purchase   land  adjoining  Chapman  yard, 

262 
Order  passed  for  additional   accommodations   for  Auburn 

Primary  School,  Brighton,  262 
Order  passed  to  fit  up  school  for  Deaf  Mutes  on  Washington 

Street,  262 


Primary  School,  corner  Main  and  Haverhill  Streets,  Charles- 
town,  309 
Primary  School-house,  Francis  Street,  310 
Report  on   site  at  City   Point,   334;    discussion   and  order 

passed,  346 
Order  passed  to  purchase  land  on  Dorchester  Ave.,  355 
Report,  room  for  Master  of  Adams  School,  393 
Order  passed  to  enlarge  yard  of  Quincy  School-house,  393 
Accommodation  in  Minot  and  Brighton  Districts,  396 
Bowditch,  order  passed  to  fit  up  laboratory.  431 
Order  passed  to  purchase  sue  for  Florence  District,  444 
Expediency  of  accommodations  for  Kindergarten,  444 
Reports  accepted  inexpedient  to  provide  schools  for  licensed 

female  minors,  and  kindergarten,  465 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  furnishing  accom- 
modations lor  drill-room  in  High  School,  Charlestown 
Dist.,  495 
Discussion  on  East  Boston  High,  non-concurrence  on  substi- 
tute order  to  establish,  510 
Cabot  St.  bath-house  for  evening  school,  516 
Discussion  on  Public  School  System   and  order  passed   to 

erect  school-house  on  Ashland  St.,  530 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to   purchase  land  for  Eliot 

High  School,  559 
Accommodations  for  Dorchester-Everett  District,  559 
Accommodations  in  Andrew  Di.-trict,  578 
Report  on  School  for  special  instruction  referred  to  School 

Committee,  582 
Report  on  Sewing  in  Public  Schools,  582 
Order  passed  relative  to  sewing,  623 
Requests  from  the  School  Committee  referred,  637 
Order  passed  to  provide  for  Free  Evening  Drawing  School, 

West  Roxbury  District,  717 
Primary  School,  Lowell  District,  717 
"  '•        Curtis  St.  District,  717 

'•  "        Coniins  District,  717 

Orders  passed  to  investigate    cause  of   fires   in   Rice  and 
Phillips  School-houses,  734;  repairs  authorized,  734;  tem- 
porary accommodations  for  Rice  School,  734 
$525  for  u.-e  of  armory  by  Charlestown  High  School.  762 
Accommodations  on  Appleton  St.  for  Rice  School,  763 
Reports  on  school-house  at  City  Point,  order  passed,  766 
Order  passed  to  provide  drill  room  for  Charlestown  High 

School,  767 
Rice  and  Phillips,  report  on  origin  of  fire,  767 
Rice,  order  passed  to  repair,  76S 
Reports  and  references  to  next  School  Board,  767 
Seventeenth  of  June  —  See  Centennial  Celebrations. 
Seweis  — 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  see  Water. 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  31 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  change    in   mode   of  making 

sewer  assessments.  6S 
Discussion,  and  order  passed  for  commission   to  examine 

Boston's  system  of  sewerage,  82.  102 
Discussion  and  order  rejected   relative  to   Commission   on 

Sewerage,  113 
Appointment  of  Commission.  122 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  amendment  relating 

to  assessments,  223 
Order  of  notice  passed  to  W.  R.  Chester  and  others,  223 
Order  passed  to  take  lands  on  Amory  and  Bovlston  Streets, 

2t>8 
Order  passed  to  reconstruct  in  Everett  Street.  355 
Order  passed  to  construct  drain  for  surface  water  in  Sanford 

and  Forest  Hills  Streets,  35) 
Report   and  discussion   on   Dredging    Roxbury  Canal  and 

Charles  River  Flats   395;  order  passed.  426 
Ordinance  passed  changing  basis  of  assessments,  431 
Order  authorizing  deposits  for  claims,  referred,  500 
Vale  St..  right  to  discharge  sewer,  562 
Orders  to  take  land  and  construct  in  King  St.,  £97 
Stony  Brook,  order  passed  to  construct  new  culvert,  610 
Hearing  and  discussion  on  unpaid  laborers,  610 
Order  to  construct  in  t  'in  tis  St.,  West  Rox  ,  623 

"  Park  Street,  Charlestown,  198 

■•  "  Schuyler  and  Maple  Streets,  S48 

"  Warwick  Street,  24s 

'•  "  Edgewood  Street.  248 

'•  "  Wall  Street,  Charlestown,  864 

"  '•  Fcllowes  and  EaM  l.iiiox  Streets,  26.1 

"  "  Centre  Street:  in  Amory  Street;  east 

of  B.  &  P.  R.  R.  to  Boylston  Street;  in  Boylston  Street ; 
in  Boylston  Ave.,  2T9 
Order  to  construct  in  Common  Street,  297 
"  ••  Alaska  Street,  291 

"  "  Cherry  Street,  -"97 

"  ••  Orchard  Street,  309 

"  '<  Meridian  Street,  322 

"  "  Ashburton  Place,  322 

"  •'  Warren  Street.  322 

"  "  Highland  Street,  322 

"  "  Savin.  Tupelo,  and  Quincy  Streets,  322 

"  '•  Howard  and  Gerard  Streets,  S34 

"  '«  Berkeley  Street,  356 

•'  "  Paris  Street,  375 

«  Norfolk  Ave.,  422 

•«  "  Humphrey  Street.  422 
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Order  to  construct  in  Berkeley  Ave.  422 

"  "  Hamlet  Street,  422 

"  '■  Boston  Street,  122 

'•  "  Hancock  Street,  422 

»  •'  Albright  Court,  42J 

•'  "  Simmer  Street.  422 

«'  '•  Everett  Ave.,  422 

"  "  BrngdoTi  Street.  422 

"  "  Notre  Dame  Street,  422 

"  "  Washington  Street.  422 

"  "  Tnwnsond  Street.  422 

"  "  Codman  Park,  422 

"  "  <  obden  Street.  422 

"  '•  Walnut  Ave,  422 

"  "  Westminster  Ave.,  422 

"  '•  Walnut  Park,  422 

"  «'  Eglcston  Square,  422 

"  '•  Weld  Ave  ,  422 

"  "  Marvin  Street,  422 

"  "  Dorci  ester  Ave.,  and  take  land,  422 

"  '■  l.angdon  Street,  438 

'•  "  Hull  .ml  Square,  438 

"  •'  Josk  Street,  44S 

•'  •'  Alliens  Street, 448 

"  '•  Silver  Street,  448 

"  "  Thornlcy  street,  456 

'•  "  Bowon  Street,  456 

"  "  Harrison  Avenue,  456 

"  "  AVoiulville  Square,  456 

Blue-Hill  Ave.,  4«7 

"  "  Woodbine  St.,  467 

"  •'  Warren  St..  467 

"  "  Bremen  ,-t  .  467 

"  •'  Fifili  St.,  467 

"  "  Q  St.,  4U7 

"  "  Sulem-ft    Ave.,  480 

'•  "  Maverick  St.,  495 

•'  '•  Waljon  St.,  495 

'■  "  Roslin  St.,  495 

"  '•  Boylston  St  ,  517.  532 

"  •'  I.amnrtine  St..  ;32 

"  •'  Spring  park  St.,  532 

"  "  Troy  St..  548 

"  "  Terrace  St.,  580 

'•  "  New  Heath  St.,  580 

'•  '•  May  wood  St,  580 

"  •'  Clinton  St.,  580 

"  "  Maynard  St.,  623 

"  "  liayward  Place,  623 

■i  ,<              ..        a37 

"  "  Tyler  St.,  637 

"  "  Bow  St.,  Chariestown,  637 

"  "  Richmond  St.,  644 

Sinking  Funds  — 

Annual  report  of  Commissioners,  31 
Soup  for  the  Poor  — 

$300  additional  appropriated,  147 

Report  from  Chief  of  Police,  192 

Amended  order  passed,  719 
South  Boston  Railroad  Co.— 

Location  accepted,  7 

Hearing  on  location  on  Milk,  Washington,  and  Arch  Sts.,  122 

Report  on  location  on  Summer,   Washington,  and  llawlcy 
Streets,  168 

Discussion  on  eleventh  location,  18S 

Discussion  on  location,  and  order  passed,  194 

Location  accepted,  267 

Order  indefinitely  postponed,  444 
Soldiers'  Belief- 
Quarterly  report  of  Paymaster,  4,  222,  547 
State  Aid  —  see  Soldiers'  Belief. 
Stehhins  (Alderman) — Remarks:  on 

Additional  Water  Supply,  35.  171 

Order  to  contract  with  Brookline  Gaslight  Co  ,  45,  60 

Supplv  of  East  Boston  by  Flax  Pond  Water  Co.,  46 

The  Salary  Bill.  58 

Uniting  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards,  50 

Public  Parks,  63,  69.  101 

Age  of  Policemen  on  appointment,  66 

Widening  School  Street,  95 

Commission  on  Sewerage,  113 

Census,  and  redivision  of  Wards,  124,  579,  586,  006.  C37 

New  City  Charter,  126,  129 

Fire  Inspector,  145 

Annual  Appropriations,  165,  190 

System  of  keeping  city's  accounts,  194 

So.  Boslon  Railroad,  194 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,  204 

Bunker-Rill  Centennial,  207 

Appropriation  for  Seventeenth  of  June,  220 

Board  of  Education,  209,  222 

Election  of  members  of  Cochituate  Water  Board,  222 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  225 

Brighton,  betterments,  241 

Seventeenth  of  June,  262,  268 

Board  of  Education.  26) 

Claim  of  Phineas  E.  Gay,  293 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  R.  R  ,  294,  346 


Duties  of  City  Registrar.  293 

Railroad  obstructions  in  East  Boston,  2W 

Water  Supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  320 

Claim  of  J.  E  Fitzgerald,  837 

Suffolk-street  District  claims,  376 

Back  Bay  Improvement,  417.  4S0,  438 

Collecting  new  market  rents.  449 

Metropolitan  tracks  in  Court  St.,  458,  493,  563 

Fence  on  the  Common.  49S,  50.1,  532 

East  Boston  High  School,  516 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  517,  527.  56", 

Census  Statistics,  518 

Public  School  System,  531 

Removal  of  Swing  Sisros,  531 

Removal  of  Bay  Windows,  635 

Car  tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  577 

Mystic  Contract  for  Boston  Water  Supply,  577 

Licensing  Numbers,  etc.,  578 

Change  of  contract  syslem  on  Conduit.  578 

Vacancies  in  Mystic  "Water  Board,  578 

Jail  expenses,  580 

Pay  of  City  laborers,  601 

Unpaid  laborers  on  Sewers,  610 

School  St.  widening,  621 

Car-tracks  in  Court  St ,  624 

Pay  of  Lamplighters,  623 

Back  Bay  Bridges.  6:J7 

House  Offal,  640,  685 

Swing  Sisjns  and  Awnings,  614,  667,  681 

City  Architect,  657 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  660 

Taxes  of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  682.  736 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge,  689 

Salaries  of  Constables,  741 

City  Charter.  719 

Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston,  724 

\\  ater  supply  for  West  Rosbury  and  Brighton,  742 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  754 

City  Hospital   Homoeopathic  treatment,  757 

Small-pox  Hospital.  762 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  765 
Str.  et  Commissioners  — 

Annual  report,  13 
Streets  — 

Orders  passed  relative  to  ice  on  sidewalks,  15.  81 

Report  accepted  allowing  removal  cf  four  trees  from 
Brown's  avenue  and  Ashland  street,  21 

Superintendent  authorized  to  purchase  supplies,  set  edge- 
stones,  erect  fences,  number  streets,  grant  permits  to 
open  streets,  lay  cross-walks  and  gutters.  29 

Orders  passed  for  setting  back  fences  on  Tremont  street, 
Ward  19,  and  Nos.  37  to  41  Hudson  street,  33 

Committee  on  Streets  authorized  to  refer  claims  to  arbitra- 
tion. 35 

Order  of  notice  to  quit  on  Beach  street,  33 
"  ••      '■        "       Pleasant  street,  Chariestown,  37 

Report  on  use  of  streets  for  coasting  (no  power),  accepted, 
49 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  6S 

Order  passed  relating  to  snow  and  ice  in  front  of  tenement- 
houses,  113;  ordinance  passed,  410 

Purchase  of  street  sweeping-machines.  164,  265,  321 

Orders  of  notice  to  quit  on  Hanover  Ave.,  Hunneman  St., 
and  Bowdoin  St..  207 

Mayor  and  Com.  on  Streets  authorized  to  settle  city  claims 
for  Atlantic  Ave.  betterments,  207 

Report  and  discussion  on  revision  of  betterments  in  Brighton, 
241;  hearing.  242;  laid  on  table,  242 

Order  passed  relating  to  sprinkling  unpaved  streets.  26D 

Order  passed  for  removal  of  projecting  signs,  279,  333,  467 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  relating  to  railroad  obstructions 
in  East  Boston.  296 

Oxnard  Sugar  refinery  allowed  to  lay  -water  pipe,  309 

Removal  of  trees  authorized  on  Forest  Street  a  id  Brighton 
Ave.,  375 

Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Water  Power  Co..  and  discus- 
sion, 396;  discussion,  and  recommittal  with  instructions. 
415;  report,  480;  discussed,  and  order  amended  and 
adopted,  436;  report  of  Finance  Com.  and  order  passed, 
516 

Rebuilding  wall  on  Comins  School-house  estate,  448 

Temporary  tracks  to  Vegetable  Market  authorized,  449 

Temporary  tracks  to  Swett  St.  authorized,  454;  reconsidered 
and  amended,  454 

Court  Square  closed  for  funeral  of  Barney  Hull,  455 

Engineer  to  report  on  Milldam  roadway,  455;  report,  479 

Continental  Sugar  Refinery  allowed  to  lay  pipe,  456 

Order  to  pave  sidewalks  on  Bromley  Park,  Parker,  Bromley, 
Albert  and  Old  Heath  Sts.,  456 

Removal  of  tree  from  738  Main  St.,  Chariestown,  465 

Track  across  Foundry  St.  authorized,  494 

Order  passed  to  purchase  estate  on  Bowdoin  St.,  Ward  16, 
507 

Discussion  on  removal  of  swinging  signs;  order  rejected, 
534;  report  on  remonstrance,  563;  reconsideration,  order 
passed,  563 

Discussion  on  removal  of  Bay  Windows,  and  order  passed, 
514 
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Release  by  Wm.  Gaston,  relating  to  Litchfield's  Wharf,  549 
Order  passed  to   raise  area  and  repave  at  intersection  of 

Washington  and  Dudley  Sts..  549 
Order  of  notice  to  quit  on  Carolina  Avenue.  560 
Permit  to  lay  stearnpipe  across  Alden  St.,  561 
Permit  to  lay  iron  pipe  across  A  and  through  Baldwin  St., 

501 
Revised  grade  of  Warren   and   Main   Sts  ,  and   Thompson 

Square.  581 
Order  of  notice  to  owners  and  abutters  on  Dorchester  Ave., 

639 
School  St..  widening,  discussion.  640 

Svvii  g  signs  and  awnings,  heating  of  Chit f  of  Police,  discus- 
sion, and  order  rejected,  644 
Order  passed  relating  to  gate  across  Main  St.,  at  crossing  of 

B.  and  L.  R.  R.,  647 
Discussion  on  shade  signs  and  awnings,  6C6.  681 
Street  Musicians  prohibited  in  certain  streets,  705 
Order  passed  relative  to  re-opening  passage-way  from  Court 

Square  to  School  St ,  717 
Telegraph  posts  authorized  on  Warren  Bridge,  etc.,  722 
-Albion  Court  —  changed  to  Albion  Place,  762 
-Alford    St.  —  Charlestown  —  edgestoncs,    gutters,    roadway, 

597 
-Alford grade  established,  687 

-  Auburn  St.  —  order  of  notice  to  quit.  112 

■  Arcadia  St.  —  macadamizing,  edgestones,  etc.,  308 
-Ashland  —  grading,  687 

■  Atherton  St.  —  macadamizing,  edgestones,  etc.,30S 

-  Athens  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade,  309 

-  Auburn  St.  —  order  p::ssed  to  grade  and  pave,  376 

-  Anthony  PI.  —  named,  561 
-Bath  St. — grade  established,  734 

-Baxter  St.  —  edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  roadway,  775 

-  Beacon  St.  —  order  passed  to  sprinkle.  205 

-  Bower  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade,  62 

-  Brighton  Ave.  —  order  passed  to  sprinkle,  205 

-  Brookline  Ave.  — order  passed  to  sprinkle,  205 

-  Berwick  Park  —  order  passed  to  build  retaining  wall.  241 

-  Bowdoin  St.  —  leave  granted  to  Clurles  S.  Keinhard  to  cut 

down  two  trees,  280 

-  Berwick  Park  —  edgestones  and  gutters,  298 

-  Beethoven  St.  —  macadamizing,  edgestones,  etc.,  308 

-  Bowdoin  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  revised  grade,  309 

-  Bowdoin  St.—  order  passed  to  grade,  355 

-  Beach  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave.  357 

-  Berkeley  St.  —  order  passed  to  repair  bridge,  376 

-  Bow  St.,  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave,  434 
-Boston  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  gravel,  447 

-  Blanchard  St.  —  named,  447 

-  Bolton  St.  —  edgestones,  sidewalk,  paving,  455 
-Blanchard  St.  —  grading,  edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  494 
-Bowdoin  St.  —  edgestones,  sidewalks,  gutters,  479 
-Bedford  St.  —  discussion  on  paving,  and  recommittal,  518; 

order  passed,  533 
-Cary  St   and  Treniont  l'lace  —  grading,  753 

-  Culvert  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  36 

-  Court  Si.  —  order  to  pave  with  granite,  265 

-Cazenove  Place  — order  passed  to  raise  edgestones,  and  side- 
walks, pave  gutters,  macadamize  roadway,  and  build 
cesspools,  298 

-  Court  St.  —  discussion  on  wood  pavement  and  order  passed, 

357 

-  Corey  St.  —  land  damages,  order  passed  to  pay,  377 

-  Cottage.  Boston  and  Humphrey  Sis. —  order  passed  to  sprinkle, 

395 

-  Corey  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  gravel,  431 
-Charles  River  Ave.  —  order  passed   to   pave   between   Com- 
mercial St.  and  City  Sq.,  Charlestown,  434 

-  Charles  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  pave 

sidewalks  and  gutters,  and  macadamize  roadway,  434 
-Chelsea  St.  — sidewalks,  6S7 
-Circuit  St.- — edgestones,  gutters  and  sidewalks.  722 

-  Cabot  St.  —  order  passed  for  edgestones  and  gutters,  447 
-Court  St.  —  paving  between  Court  Sq.  and  Tremont  St.,  494 
-Columbus  Ave.  —  edgestones  and  roadway,  517 

-  Cross  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave,  517 

-Cortez  St,  —  edgestones,  sidewalks,  gutters,  roadway,  549 
-Culvert  St.  — established  grade,  722 
-Clinton  —  filling  dock,  grading  and  gravelling.  687 
-Dorchester  Ave.  —  edgestones,  gutters,   roadway,  cesspools, 
455 

-  Deacon  St.  —  edgestones,  gutters,  roadway,  561 

-Dexter  St.  — grading,  macadamizing,  edgestoncs,  gutters, 583 

-  Dorchester  Ave.  —  removal  of  tree,  581 

-  Dale  —  grade  established,  687 

-Dorchester  Ave. —  edgestoncs,  sidewalks,  roadway,  597 

-  East  I.enox  St.  —  order  of  notice  to  "  quit."  223 

-  Kliot  St,,  Ward  17  —  grade  established,  241 

-  Kliot  Sq  ,  Highland  St.,  Washington  St.,  and  Walnut  Ave.— 

order  passed  to  sprinkle,  351 

-  Eutaw  St.  —  order  pas.-ed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones.  pave 

sidewalks  and  gutters,  and  macadamize  roadway,  434 
-Elm  St  —  paving,  6J7 
-Friend  St.  —  order  passed  to  repave.  549 
-Fountain  St.  —  grading,  edgestones.  gutters,  roadways,  549 
-Faneuil  Hall  Sq.  — paving,  597 
-Franklin  St.  —  changed  to  Norfolk  Ave.,  734 


—  Hanover  Ave.  — order  passed  to  grade  and  pave,  376 

—  Holyoke  St.  —  retaining  wall,  455 

—  Harrison  Ave.  —  edgestones,  gutters,  roadway,  533 

—  Harvard  Sq.  —  Charlestown  —  edgestones,  roadway,  gutters, 

sidewalks.  567 

—  Huntington  Ave. — order  passed  to  remove  tracks,  638;  pav- 

ing and  gravelling,  638 

—  Heath  Place  —  order  of  notice  to  quit,  734b 

—  High  St. —  Fort  Hill  Sq..  named,  722 

—  Hyde  Park  Ave.  —  grading.  687 

—  Havre  St. —  edgestones,  gutters,  666 

—  Hereford  St.  —  gutters,  crosswalks,  roadway,  663 

—  Hawthorn  St.  — grading,  gravelling,  666 

—  Knowlton  St.  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade,  36 

—  Leverett  St.  —  order  of  notice  to  ■'  quit,"  112 

—  Lewis  St.,  East  Boston  —  order  passed  to  repave,  323 

—  Lafayette  Sq.  —  named.  357;   hearing  and  recommittal.  393: 

report,  422;  hearing  and  order  passed  restoring  name  of 
Thompson  Square.  4"0 

—  Leverett  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  pave,  376 

—  Lexington  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 

and  pave  gutters,  433 

—  London  St.  —  order  passed  to  furnish  and  set  edgestoncs,  and 

pave  gutters  and  sidewalks,  433 

—  Lawrence  St.  —  sidewalks, 581 

—  Lowland,  Ninth,  and  Old  Harbor  Sts.  —  gravelling.  638 

—  Laurel  and  Sherman  —  revised  grade  established,  t'87 

—  Marion  St.  —  sidewalk.  456 

—  Mather  St. —Ward  24— plank  sidewalk,  704 

—  Marion  St.  —  grade  established,  763 

—  Mill  St.  —  Ward  24  — purchase  of  land  authorized,  752 

—  Newbury  St.  —  gutters,  455 

—  North  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave.  439,  455 

—  North  Market  St.  —  order  for  urinal  rescinded,  516 

—  Newcomb  St.  —  grade,  edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalk,  533 

—  Norfolk  Ave.  —  grading,  gravelling,  plankwalke,  775 

—  North  St.  —  paving,  597 

—  North  Centre  St.  —  paving.  597 

—  North  Beacon  St.  —  grade  established  and  grading.  638 

—  Orchard  St. —  macadamizing,  edgestones,  etc.,  308 

—  Oliver  St.  —  order  passed  to  widen.  3,0 

—  O  St.  —  edgestones  gutters,  sidewalks.  517 

—  Old  Harbor  St.  —  edgestones,  sidewalks,  gutters,  638 

—  Pembroke  St  —  sidewalks  opp.  St.  Mark's  Church,  1SS 

—  Post  Office  Sq.  —  hiaring  on  change  of  name,  and  reference 

to  Committee  on  Paving,  15;  report  on  change  of  name, 
leave  to  withdraw,  accepted,  2t, 

—  Park  Sq.  and  Columbus  Ave.  — order  passed  to  sprinkle,  2S0 

—  Pleasant  St..  Charlestown  —  order  passed  to  grade,  376 

—  Pearl  St.  — order  passed  to  widen.  4-17 

—  Pacific  St.  —  grade,  edgesloncs,,sidewalks,  gutters,  517 

—  Pearl  St.  — edgestones  gutters,  sidewalks,  roadway,  561,  562 

—  Putnam  Sq.  —  named.  606 

—  I'rescott "  '•        666 

—  Princeton  St.  —  sidewalks.  687 

—  Rutland  Sq.  — order  passed  to  grade.  423 

—  Rockland  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  433 

—  Rockland  St.  —  retaining  wall.  549 

—  Reed  Ct.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  533 

—  Rogers  St.  —  edgestones.  gutters,  sidewalks,  6S7 

—  Rockland  and  Wakulla  Sts.  — grading,  753 

—  School  St.  —  communication  from  Street  Commissioners,  on 

widening,  discussion  and  reference  to  Committee,  95,  111  ; 
discussion  and  indefinite  postponement,  620 

—  Rhawmut  Ave.  —order  passed  to  sundry  peop'e  to  ■*  quit,"  167 

—  South  Market— order  passed  to  renumber,  151 

—  Savin   Hill  Ave.  —  plank  sidewalk,  192;  grading,  macadam- 

izing, edgestones.  gutters,  455 

—  SweU  St. —  report  of  Committee  on    Streets,  accepted,  and 

older  passed  for  providing  means,  34,  48;  order  laid  on 
table  that  no  action  be  taken,  112;  discussion,  and  con- 
currence in  amended  order,  147;  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  order  that  no  action  be  taken,  152;  discussion, 
and  order  passed  rescinding  part  of  prior  order.  411; 
discussion,  and  order  passed  to  construct.  431;  order  of 
notice  to  quit.  438 

—  Starr  St.— order  passed  establishing  grade,  112 

—  Stoughlon  and  Dudley  Sts.,  Ward  16  —  sprinkling,  203 

—  St.  Charles  St.  —  order  passed  to  raise  edgestones  and  side- 

walks, pave  gutters,  macadamize  roadway,  and  build 
cesspools,  "_9S 

—  Sixth  St.  —  edgestones  and  sidewalks,  298 

—  Miawmut  Ave.  — grading,  edgestones,  etc.,  334,  447 

—  Spring  1'ark  Ave  —order  passed  to  reconstruct  culvert,  395 

-  Silver  St.  — order  passed  to  grade  and  gravel,  and  pave  with 
wood,  431 

—  Smith  St.  — order  passed  to  giade,  431 

—  Salem  St.  —  order  passed  to  pave.  43;1 

—  Second  St.  — edgestones,  gutters,  sidewalks,  517 

—  Seventh  St.—  edgestoncs.  gutters,  roadway,  549 

—  Swett  St.   -Discus-ion   and   order  passed  relating    to  R.   R. 

grade,  7:1;!;  amended  order  passed,  774 

—  Sixth  St. —grading,  722 

—  South  St  —order  to  widen  indefinitely  postponed,  773 

—  Sawyer  St.  — sidewalk,  622 

—  Thetford  Ave. —  plank  sidewalk,  704 

—  Terrace  St.  —  grading.  722 

—  Tremont  St.  — removal  of  iron  posts,  597 
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—  ThornuiKc  St.  — order  of  notice  to  quit.  241 

—  Thomas  St  —  order  passed  to  establish  grade.  375 

—  Troy  St.  —  edges  tones,  gutters,  sidewalks  and  roadway.  42:*. 

—  Tremont  St.  and  Gore  Ave. —  order  passed  to  grade,  48  I 

—  Townsend  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade  and  macadamize,  447 

—  Terrace  St.  — order  passed  to  lay  out,  532 

—  Valentine  St.  —  named.  561 

—  Vale  St.  —  payment  to  Clioate  Burnham,  562 

—  Washington  St. — remonstrance  on  renumbering,  92;  discus- 

sion on.  and  order  passed  to  renumber,  150 

—  West  Cottage  St. —  order  passed  to  grade.  241 

—  Waldcn  St.  —  order  passed  to  grade,  265 

—  TV..M    \ve,  —macadamizing,  edgestones.  etc.,  308 

—  Warren  St.  —  edgestones  and  gutters.  4:;:: 

—  Warren  Place  — grading,  macadamizing,  edgestones.  gutter.-, 

447 
— Western  Ave.,  Ward  19  —  order  passed  to  gravel,  518 

—  West  St.  —  order  passed  to  repave,  4'.)4 

Washington  St.  —  Paving  between  West  St.  and  Norfolk  PI., 

494 

—  Washington  St. —  named  Fort  Hill  Sq..  722 

—Walk  Hill  St.  —  West  Roxbury  —  grading,  gravelling,  66C 
Suffolk-Street  District  — 

Committee  on    Northampton-Street    District    vested    with 

powers  for  unsettled  business,  37 
Order  passed  to  remit  taxes.  205 

Claim  of  I'liineas  E.  Gay  discussed  and  referred,  293;  dis- 
cussion, and  recommittal,  377 ;  report  and  orders  passed, 
398 


Taxes  — 

Report  on  assessing  tax  on  real  estate  devised  to  city  by 
David  Sears.  32;  order  passed  to  assume  tax.  36 

Report  relating  to  tax  on  Appleton  Temporary  Home,  32 

Order  passed  laying  annual  lax.  191 

Order  passed  to  refund  taxes  to  Trinity  Church,  404 

Discussion  on  liability  for  unauthorized  acts  of  city  agents, 
682 

Hearing  on  claim  of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  719;  discussion,  73); 
report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  736 
Treasury  Department- 
Death  ot  City  Treasurer,  12 

Communication  from  City  Solicitor.  12 

Charles  II.  Dannie  appointed  Treasurer  pro  tern.,  12 

Order  passed  relating  to  selection  of  candidate,  and  increas- 
ing bonds,  12 

Order  passed  requiring  bonds  of  Treasurer  pro  tern., 12; 
bonds  approved, 13 

Order  passed  for  examination  of  accounts,  14 

Report  and  order  relating  to  fees  of  Deputy  Collectors.  32 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  leave  to  establish  salaries  of 
Deputy  Collectors.  36 

Report  of  examination  of  late  Treasurer's  accounts  accepted, 
61 

Order  passed  to  continue  salary  of  late  Treasurer  to  July  1, 
1S75,  to  widow,  61 

Order  passed  to  veiify  Treasurer's  manuscripts,  66 

Order  passed  for  examination  of  accounts  of  collectors.  94 

Order  passed  to  charge  extra  clerk-hire  to  license  revenue, 
250 

Order  relating  to  Treasurer  and  Collector,  264 

Chapter  170  of  Acts  of  1875  accepted,  26S 

Order  passed  for  Com.  on  Ordinances  to  consider  amend- 
ments necessary,  270;  report,  336 

Report  on  reorganization,  and  order  passed.  346 

Report  on  Treasurer's  account  accepted,  356 

Ordinance  passed  relating  to  Collector's  Department,  358 

Additional  Safe  authorized,  456 

Order  passed  relative  to  hours  for  Collector's  Department, 
466 

Report  on  Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  517  ;  discussed,  and 
order  rejected,  527;  reconsideration,  528,562;  amended 
order  passed,  563 

Report  of  Unpaid  Taxes,  532;  accepted,  563 

Order  passed  relating  to  deposits  of  City  Funds,  638;  con- 
currence in  amendment,  701 

Report  on  fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  discussion  and  order 
passed. 761 

Order  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors  vetoed,  order  rejected,  772 
Trees  —  (see  also  Streets—  also  Common)  — 

Reports  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  for  removal,  68,  126 


Unclaimed  Baggage  — 

Sale  by  Kitchburg  R.  Co.,  151 
Unfinished  Business  — 

Referred  to  joint  standing  committees,  4 
Of  last  year,  referred  to  committees,  8 
Referred   to   the   next  City  Council:  — 

Request  from  Public  Library  relating  to  Bates  Hall,  706 

Report  on  high-service  water  supply,  717 

City  Charter.  717 

Loan  for  sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  733 

Report  relating  to  vacancies  in  Mystic  Water  Board,  739 
Referred   to   next  Board  of  Aldermen:  — 

Order  to  regulate  awnings,  742 

Report  on  New  Court  House,  775 

Business  in  hands  of  Committees,  777 


Vacation  — 

Order  passed  for  summer  vacation,  433,  450 
Viles  (Alderman)  —  Kemarks  •  on 

Annual  Appropriations,  190 
Votes  of  Thanks  — 

From  1'ost  26,  G.  A.  R.,  for  civilities  rendered,  382 

To  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  for  oration  July  5th,  396 


Wards  —  division  of.  see  Census. 

Ward  officers  appointed,  655,  680,  703,  717 

Ward  1  — 

Resignation  of  Warden,  36 
Ward  4  — 

Resignation  of  Clerk,  13 
Ward  10  — 

Resignation  of  Warden,  4 
Ward  11  — 

Resignation  of  Inspector,  19 
Ward  13  — 

Resignation  of  Inspector,  47 
Ward  14  — 

Resignation  of  Inspector,  13 
Ward  17  — 

Resignation  of  Inspector,  559 
Washington's  Birthday  — 

Order  amended  and  passed  for  celebrating,  46 
Water  — 

Request  of  Water  Board  for  appropriation  of  $1,530,000,  4 

Order  relating  to  supply  of  localities  2J0  feet  above  mean 
low  water,  referred,  13 

Report  on  request  for  $1,530,000  accepted,  and  referred  to 
Finance  Committee.  22 

Report  and  orders  from  Committee  on  Finance,  providing 
11,5311,000,  34 

Discussion,  amendments  adopted,  and  order  passed  appro- 
priating $1,530,000,  :;0 

Oiler  from  Kiax  Pond  Water  Co.,  Dittoed  on  rile,  46 

Discussion  and  order  passed  relat.ing  to  uniting  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  Water  Boards.  59,  92 

Communications  from  Cochituate  Water  Board,  asking 
aulhoiity  to  locate  post  hydrants.  151;  asking  appro- 
priation of  $100  000  for  pipe  contracted,  151;  requesting 
adequate  provision  for  making  of  contracts,  151 

Report  accepted,  grunting  $100,000  and  referred  to  Finance 
Com.,  166 

Report  on  additional  authority  to  contract,  166 

Discussion  on  additional  supply,  171 

Report  from  Finance  Com.  ami  order  to  borrow  $100,000  for 
pipes  Wards  17  and  19.  192 

Order  passed  authorizing  post  hydrants,  192 

Orders  passed  to  report  changes  in  system  of  high  service 
works,  250,  279 

Proposition  from  llrookline  Commissioners.  234 

Order  passed  relating  to  Mystic  Storage  Basin.  236 

Order  passed  relating  to  purity  of  Lake  Cochituate,  308 

Expediency  of  new  members  for  Mystic  Water  Board.  319 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  relative  to  supply  to  Wards 
17  and  19,  320 

Resignation  of  Thomas  Gogin,  321,  333 

Minority  report  and  ordinance  passed  in  relation  to  Cochitu- 
ate and  Mystic  Water  Boards  333;  adherence,  349,  355; 
conference.  373;  report,  inability  to  agree,  accepted,  432 

Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  require  sureties  to  be  resi- 
dents in  State.  340 

Report  on  Mystic  Sewer  and  Storage  Basin,  and  order 
passed,  410 

Mystic  Water  Board,  annua!  report,  420 

Report  no  action  necessary  to  preserve  purity  of  Lake 
Co -Inmate.  431 

Orders  passed  for  Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  and  Loan,  446; 
referred  to  Com.  on  Water,  with  instructions,  465 

Annual  report  of  Cochituate  Water  Board,  452 

Adjustment  of  Collector's  accounts  for  East  Boston,  549,  559 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  on  notice  from  Marga- 
ret K.  Cushman,  559 

Report  on  South  Boston  and  Beacon  Hill  Reservoirs,  and 
Licensing  1'lumbers,  559 

Report  and  order  relating  to  change  of  method  of  work  on 
Sudbury  Conduit,  56o ;  order  passed.  578 

Mystic  contract  for  East  Boston  supply  annulled,  577 

Order  passed  relating  to  control  of  pipes  in  buildings,  577 

Report  and  order  relating  to  filling  vacancies  in  Mystic 
Board  laid  on  table,  578 

Permission  to  lay  pipe  across  Mystic  River.  598 

Report  on  high-service  system  authorized  in  print.  658 

Contract  for  pipes  to  be  delivered  next  year  authorized,  733 

Discussion  on  licensing  Plumbers,  non-concurrence,  739 

Discussion    and   amended   orders   passed  relating  to  Water 
supply  for  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  742 

Order  pissed  to  petition  for  protection  of  sources  of  supply, 
763 

Order  for  regulation  of  wat  r  fixtures  referred  to  Committee 
on  Ordinances  with  instructions,  763 
Weights  and  Measures  — 

Order  passed  to  sell  horse,  wagon,  etc.,  500 
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Wilson,  Henry  — 

Communication   from  Mayor,  resolution  adopted,  and  order 
passed  relating  to  death  of,  655 
Woithington  (Alderman)  -  remarks:  on 

The  Park  question.  15,  63,  69,  99,  191 

Redivision  of  the  Wards,  30,  37,  123,  579,  587,  607,  636 

The  Law  Department,  30 

Order  to  contract  with  Brookline  Gaslight  Co..  45.  60 

Uniting  Cocbituate  and  Mystic  Water  Boards.  59,  92 

Printing   proceedings    at    dedication   of   Brighton    Branch 
Library,  59 

Widening  School  Street,  94 

Order  for  non-action  on  Swett  Street,  112 

Commission  on  Sewerage.  113 

New  City  Charter.  127,  129 

■Fire  Inspector.  146 

Swett  Street  Kxtension,  147 

Purchase  of  street  sweeping-machines,  164 

Annual  Appropriations,  165,  189 

Armory  on  Hancock  Street.  Ward  16,  169 

Additional  Water  Supply,  171 

System  of  keeping  city's  accounts,  194 

South  Boston  Railroad,  195 

Salaries  of  Constables  in  District  Courts,  225 

Brighton,  betterments,  241 

Seventeentli  of  June,  262,  268 

Street  sweeping-machines,  265 

Vegetable  Market,  266 

Board  of  Education,  269 

Duties  of  City  Registrar,  293 

Fourth  of  July.  319,  348 

Water  Supply  for  Wards  17  and  19,  320 

Eleoting  Director  for  Puhlic  Institutions,  321 

Public  Bath  on  Cragie's  Bridge,  332 

Claim  of  J.  E.  Fitzgerald,  337 

Boston.  Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  R.  R.,  346 

Bchoolhouse  at  City  Point.  347 

Wood  Pavement  in  Court  St.,  357 

Official  report,  373 

Back  Bay  Improvement,  397,  417,  481,  498 

Swett  St.  District,  4U 

Fence  on  Common,  420,  498,  509,  532 


Lafayette  Square,  430 

Car  tracks  on  State.  Court  and  Devonshire  Sts.,  434 

Regulation  of  hacks,  etc.,  478 

Madison  So..,  Appropriation,  498,  500 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors.  528,  562 

Removal  of  Bay  Windows.  535 

Car  tracks  in  Columbus  Avenue,  577 

Change  of  contract  system  on  Conduit,  578 

•Tail  expenses,  580 

Claim  of  Mary  Noonan,  581 

Exhibition  of  Cardiff  Giant,  £83 

Pay  of  city  laborers.  603 

Unpaid  laborers  on  sewers,  611 

School  St.  widening,  620 

Back  Bay  Bridges.  637 

House  offal,  704,  685 

City  Architect,  657 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  658,  762 

Swing  signs  and  awnings,  681 

Appropriation  for  maps,  etc.,  for  Centennial.  6S6 

Naming  Eastern  Ave.  Bridge.  688 

Employment  for  poor,  705,  753 

City  Charter,  718 

Claim  of  Wm.  B.  Chaplin,  723 

Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston,  724 

Swett  St.,  733 

Burning  of  Rice  School-house,  734 

Claim  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  736 

Lice  ising  plumbers.  740 

Water  supply  for  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  742 

Church  St.  District,  right  of  way,  754 

Fees  of  Deputy  Collectors,  764 

Veto  of  order  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors,  772 

Paying  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  775 


FINAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to  Chairman,  777 
Response  of  Chairman.  778 
Order  passed  to  print  final  proceedings,  779 
Adjournment,  sine  die,  779 
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Discussion,  and  concurrence  in  iimendme 


lumti.] 
;nts  of 


Appropria- 


ORGANIZATION  AND  REGULAR  MEETINGS. 

Called  to  order  by  senior  member,  N.  M.  Morrison,  1 

Credentials  of  members  received,  and  quorum  reported,  1 

Notice  to  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  of  quorum  present,  1 

Convention,  and  qualification  of  members,  1 

Halsey  J.  Board  man  elected  President,  1 

Address  of  President,  2 

Washington  P.  Gregg  elected  Clerk,  2 

Oath  of  office  administered  to  Clerk  by  City  Solicitor.  2 

Notice  to   Hoard  of  Aldermen   of    organization  of    Common 

Council,  2 
Notice  from  Board  of  Aldermen  of  organization  of  that  body,  2 
Thursday  evenings,  half-past  seven  o'clock,  assigned  for  regular 

meetings,  3 

ALPHABETICAL  INDEX. 

Anderson,  Mr.,  Ward  3 — remarks:  on 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  103,  22S,  251,  542,  590 

Badges,  140 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Board  of  Education,  274 

Street  sweeping-machines,  275,  324 

Fourth  of  July,  305 

Bath  house,  Cragie'a  Bridge,  325 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  401 

Vegetable  Market.  407 

Division  of  Wards,  62  i 
Annexation  — 

Order  passed  relating  to  Brookline,  153 
Appropriations  — 

Report  on  Auditor's  Estimates,  140 

Discussion  on  Appropriation  Bill,  and  orders  passed,  154; 
[see  also  action  on   Appropriation   Bill,  under  head  of 
"  The  Public  Park,"  page  155,  first  column.] 
icussion,  and 
tion  Bill,  198 

$10,000  unexpended  for  extension  of  Commonwealth  Ave. 
set  apart,  211 

$30,000  for  centennial  celebration,  17th  June,  237 

Amended  order  passed  to  set  apart  $10,000  for  edgestones, 
Trcmont  St.  Mall,  237 

Revenue  from  Liquor  Licenses,  289,  299 

$6,«00  for  Park  Dept.,  525 

$0,8)0  for  altering  Eastcrnave.  Wharf,  551 
Appropriations  —  additional  — 

Request  for  $5,000  for  Newbury  St.  primary  school-house,  91 

$3,400  for  Tiemont  St.  Mall  Curb,  614 

$8,570  to  Suffolk  St.  Dist ,  725 

$2.5n0  to  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  715,  767 

$700  to  Contingent  Fund  for  aldermen,  768 
Appropriations  —  transfers  — 

$500  to  Contingent  Fund  of  Common  Council,  40 

$2,000  to  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  78 

$25,000  to  Overseers  of  Poor,  106 

$5,000  to  Primary  School.  Newbury  St .  106 

$9,000  to  Columbus  Ave.  Extension.  119 

$19,296.44  to  School  Expenses,  School  Committee,  196 

$33,500  to  Suffolk  St.  District.  313 

$22,831.88  and  $7,16S.]2  to  Atlantic  Avenue,  313 

$10,000  to  Police  Station  House,  No.  8,  313 

$5,000  for  pursuing  and  arreiting  criminals,  354 

$2,000  to  Orchard  Park,  354 

$30,000  to  Northampton  St.  District,  366 

$12,000  for  Vegetable  Market,  425 

$10,0n0  for  Roxbury  Canal,  425 

$28,500  to  Suffolk-St.  District,  427 

Lamp  Dept  —  $100  for  tools,  472 

$5,741.35  from  Treasury  Dept.  to  Collector's,  472 

$28,146.43    •'      Reserved  Fund  "         "  472 

$1,000  "      Sinking  Fund      "  Auditor's  salary,  472 

$1,000  "  "  '•         "  Treasurer's  •'        472 

Common,  etc  — $1,100  to  Statue  of  Gen.  Glover,  483 

$3,000  for  Wharf  at  Deer  Island,  601 

$4,500    "   fitting  out  and  furnishing  Steamboat,  501 

Ferries  —  Sundry  items  for  repairs,  501 

Police  — $1,300  to  Badges,  etc.,  502 

Request  for  report  relating  to  transfers  for  benefit  of  unem- 
ployed, 505 

$20,000  for  new  ferry-boat.  540 

$64.46  to  widening  Leverett  St.,  551 

$65.09  to  Assessors'  sheets,  Reg.  Voters,  551 

$400  to  Repairs,  Inspection  of  Buildings,  590 


$6,000  to  Mercantile  Wharf  Market,  613 

$5,500  for  rebuilding  Commercial  Point  Bridge,  613 

$50n  for  Gen.  Glover  Statue,  625 

$1,500  to  repairs  of  Station  Houses,  625 

$5,000  to  Northampton  St,  Dist.,  648 

$3,000  to  new  Engine  House,  648 

From  unexpended  balances  to  West  Chester  Park  Bridge*, 

678 
Police  —  $500  to  "  feeding  prisoners,"  726 

"     $3u0  to  horse  and  carriage  hire,  726 
Water  — $2,500  to  Chestnut  Hill  Driveway,  726 
Public  Building  —  $2.ti00  for  new  heating  apparatus,  728 
$50,000  from  Water  Works  to  Paving,  1M 
Board  of  Health  —  $1,000  to  Evergreen  Cemetery,  726 

•'  "  $1,000  to  Public  Urinals,  726 

"  "  $1,000  to  Printing,  726 

Common.  $454  to  Orchard  Park.  750 
Lamps  —  $10,000  to  castings,  750 

"  $2,000  to  wrought  iron  work,  750 

"  $6,000  to  gas  lanterns,  750. 

'•  $100  to  Committee's  expenses.  750 

Ferry  —  $2,000  to  carpenter's  and  joiners  works,  750 
Pauper  Expenses  —  $800  to  koepi  ig  horse,  etc.,  767 
•'  "  $310.01  -'new  steamboat,"  767 

Water  Works  —  $7,000  for  service  pipes,  767 
Common  —$447  horse  for  Supt .  767 
Health  —  $200  for  advertising,  767 
Auditor  of  Accounts  — 

Estimates  for  1875-76  referred.  103 
Explanation  of  items  in  Appropriation  Bill,  154 
Annual  report  in  print  authorized,  271 
Annual  report,  383 

Badges  — 

Order  to  procure,  discussed,  and  indefinitely  postponed,  23; 
new  order  to  procure  introduced,  2<i;  discussed,  41; 
amended,  42;  rejected,  41:  motion  to  reconsider  spe- 
cially assigned,  44;  passed,  77;  order  amended  and 
passed,  77 

Order  to  dispense  with  Badges  discussed  and  indefinitely 
postponed,  27 

Discussion.  140;  discussion,  and  order  rejected,  161 
Ballast  Lighters  — 

Report  on  ordinance.  559;  passed,  277 
Beal.  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks  :  on 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  525.  591 
Bells  —  see  Clocks. 
Board  of  Education  — 

Discussion,  and  resolve  and  order  passed,  273 
Board  of  Health  — 

Letter  of  complaint  by  Maria  A.  Lee,  referred,  161 
Boardman,  Halsey  J.,  Ward  14  —  elected  President,  1 
Bonds  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  Francis  A.  Hall  three  gold  coupons,  40 
Bonds  of  City  Officers  — 

Special  committee  appointed  to  examine,  333 

Report  of  correctness  accepted,  425 
Boston,  llevere  Bench  and  Lynn  R.  R.  Co. — 

Bond  for  Belcher's  lane  referred  to  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  299 
Boston  Typographical  Union  — 

Use  of  Council  Chamber  for  convention,  276,  282 
Bracket!,  Mr..  Ward  10  —  remarks:  on 

Washington's  Birthday,  40 

Redivision  of  Wards,  80, 109,  115,  554,  565 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  230 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Vegetable  Market,  273,  407 

East  Boston  Murder,  291 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502 

Pay  of  laborers  in  Health  Dept.,  542 

Licensing  plumbers,  617 

City  Charter,  674 

Claim  of  Standard  Machine  Co.,  750 
Bridges  — 

.Annual  reports  of  Superintendents,  5. 11, 16 

Order  passed  for  construction  of  bridges  over  Boston  & 
Albany  R.K.,  648 

Congress  St.  office  of  Supt.  established,  713 
Buildings  — 

Assistance  in  Department  for  Survey,  etc.,  authorized,  115 

Report  accepted,  revoking  permit  to  move  building  to 
Madison  Sq.,  218 
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Use  of  horse  allowed  Inspector,  386 
Committee  authorized  to  issue  permits  during  recess,  425 
Order  passed  for  examination  of  means  of  egress,428 ;  report 
of  Inspector,  614 
Burditt,  Mr.,  Ward  16  — remarks:  on 
Armory  in  Ward  16,  138 
International  Typographical  Union,  276 
Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  315 
Vegetable  Market,  407 
Swett  Street  Extension,  405 
Engine-house,  Ward  15,  462 
Voting-places  in  new  Wards.  488 
Division  of  Wards,  557,  572,  630 
City  architect,  668 

Cawley,  Mr.,  Ward  2  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  161 

Reward  for  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham,  219,  290 

Petition  of  T.  A.  S plain e,  227 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions.  301 

Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  315 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit,  317 

Park  Commission',  428 

Licensing  plumbers,  614 
Census,  and  Division  of  Wards  — 

Order  passed  to  petition  fur  authority,  23,  39 

Discussion  on  Kedivision  of  Wards,  79,  88 

Report  in  part,  accepted,  discussion,  and  order  passed  to 
amend  petition,  108 

Reconsideration,  discussion,  substitute  rejected,  and  amended 
order  passed, 115 

Order  passed  relating  to  former  statistics,  219 

Scheme  to  divide  city  into  24  Wards,  381 

Report  of  new  Division  of  Wards,  537;  discussion,  554 

Order  for  Committee  to  locate  ward-rooms  indefinitely  post- 
poned, 5-16 

Petitions  on  Division  of  Wards,  565 

Discussion,  amendments,  and  passage  of  New  Division  of 
Wards,  565 

Order  passed  relating  to  extra  voting-places,  572 

Discussion  on  Wards,  and  amendments  concurred  in,  612 

Discussion  and  amended  ordinance  passed,  625 

Orders  passed  establishing  voting-places  in  new  Wards,  629; 
discussion,  630 

Order  passed  to  piiy  hill  of  Sampson.  Davenport  &  Co.,  678 

Ordinance  passed  in  relation  to  Breed's  Island,  691 
Centennial  Celebrations  — 

Invitation  to  Lexington  and  Concord  accepted,  76 

City  Departments  closed  at  noon,  19th  April,  196 

Lights  in  Old  North  Steeple.  April  18,  211 

Hospitalities  to  President  Grant,  199 

Invitation  to  Christ  Church  accepted,  211 

Appropriation  for  17th  dune,  234,  271,  324 

Committee  for  17th  June.  255,  271 

East  Boston  Ferry  free  of  toll,  June  17,  313 

17th  June,  extra  police,  338 

Order  passed  to  prim  memorial  volume,  381 
Charlestown  Records  —  see  Claims. 
City  Accounts  — 

Discussion .  and  order  passed  for  examination  of  system,  196; 
report  accepted,  338 
City  Architect  — 

Order  passed  relating  to  employment  of  City  Architect  by  all 
boards  and  committees,  316,  324 

Order  passed  to  continue,  325 

Discussion,  668 

Ordinance  passed  to  establish  office,  744 
City  Charter  — 

Keport  of  Commission  referred  to  Joint  Special  Commit  tee.  3 

Order  for  printing  document  prepared  for  Commissioners 
discussed  and  referred,  28;  report  in  favor  accepted,  and 
order  passed,  57 

Order  passed  for  printing  1.000  reports  of  Committee,  138 

Resolves  relating  to  new  charter,  317 

Discussion,  631.  6-19,  669 

Discussion,  and  resolves  and  orders  adopted,  695 

Referred  to  next  City  Council,  731 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office  indefinitely  postponed, 
731 
City  Council  — 

Official  report,  order  passed  to  advertise,  327 ;   discussion 
on,  and  order  passed,  368;  report  of  Priming  Committee 
accepted,  425 
City  Documents  — 

Order  passed  for  binding  Documents  and  Proceedings,  769 
City  Engineer  — 

Authorized  to  make  purchases,  51 

Annual  report,  57 
City  Hospital  —  Bequest  of  Mary  L.  Shaw,  271 
City  Officers  (elected)  — 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  16,  199 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  16,  237 

Members  of  Cochituate  Water  Board,  16,  23,  39,  50,  79,  211, 
425 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  23,  39,  199,  211,  227,  261, 
271,  311,359 

Trustees  of  Public  Library,  23,  198,  551 

City  Messenger,  39;  assistants,  103,  338 


Clerk  of  Committees,  39.  649;  assistant,  691 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital,  39, 199,  211 

Assessors,  39 

Supt.  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  56 

Supt.  Public  Buildings,  56 

Harbor  Master,  56 

City  Surveyor,  56 

Supt.  of  Streets,  56 

Supt.  of  Public  Lands,  56 

City  Engineer,  56 

Supt.  of  Sewers,  56 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  56 

Water  Registrar,  56 

City  Solicitor,  56 

First  Assistant  Assessors,  56 

City  Registrar,  79 

Superintendents  of  Bridges,  79,  85 

Second  Assistant  Assessors,  85 

Inspectors  of  Lighters,  115;  assistant,  138 

Overseers  of  Poor,  153.  565,  590 

Member  of  Board  of  Health,  174 

Fire  Commissioner,  200 

Commissioner  of  Sinking  Fund,  237 

License  Commissioners,  271,  502 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  311 

Pound  Keeper  and  Field  Driver,  353 

Treasurer,  3sl 

Collector,  3S3,  399 

Record  Commissioners,  399 

Park  Commissioners,  429 
City  Registrar  — 

Permits  for  burials.  277,  291,  2.19 

Reports  on  defining  duties.  341 ;  discussion,  minority  report 
adopted,  and  order  passed,  360;  reconsideration  dis- 
cussed and  refused,  389 

Order  passed  for  report  on  efficiency  and  manner  of  con- 
ducting office,  392 

Order  passed  to  appoint  standing  committee,  400;  appointed, 
427 

Order  transferring  powers  and  duties,  laid  on  table,  462 
City  Registration  of  Deaths,  etc. —  (See  also  Census.) 

Report  on  incompleteness,  1S7 
City  Solicitor  —  sec  Law  Department. 
City  Stables  — 

On  Canal  street,  Charlestown,  85,  381 

Order  passed  to  erect  on  Childs  street,  Ward  17,  253 
City  Surveyor  — 

Annual  report,  23 

Authorized  to  make  purchases,  51 
City  Treasurer  —  see  Treasury  Department. 
Claims  — 

Payment  of  executions  and  judgments  authorized,  40 

Certificate  for  $4,000  to  John  Gilson.  7S 

S 500  authorized  for  first  volume  Cbarlestown  Records.  258 

Order  passed  to  pay  Ellen  Donovan's  claim,  554 

Order  passed  to  pay  Mary  Noonan  fiico.  500 

Order  passed  to  pay  Wm.  B.  Chaplin  $3,500  for  personal 
injuries,  726 

Report  and  order  passed  to  pay  Standard  Laundry  Machine 
Co..  750,  769 
Clarke.  Mr..  Ward  15  — remarks:  on 

Rules  and  orders,  17 

Washington's  Birthday,  50 

Swelt  Street  Extension,  7S.  86,  107,  143 

Division  of  Wards,  109,  568.  630 

Annual  Appropriations,  154 

Public  Park.  ISO 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  232 

East  Boston  murder,  290 

Street  sweeping-machines,  324 

City  Registrar's  Department,  365,  390 

Trcmont  St.  Mall,  3SS,  519 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  401 

Paik  Commission,  428 

Vegetable  Maiket,  469 

Charles  Hulbert's  Estate,  540 

House  offal.  6ii2 

Yorktown  Memorial,  713,  731 

Transportation  of  voters,  716 
Clerk  of  Committees  — 

Resignation  of  James  M.  Buubee,  612 

Letter  from  Mr.  Bugbee  declining  salary,  649 

Wm.  U.  Lee  elected,  649 
Clocks  — 

Maverick  Cong.  Soc.  order  amended,  211 
Committees — (see  pocket  edition  of  Organization  of  City  Gov- 
ernment)— 

Orders  passed  for  appointment  of  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tees, 10;  explanation  by  1'iesideiit,  10 
Common  Council  — 

Order  for  printing  Journal  offered,  and  laid  on  table.  3; 
referred,  17;  report  that  order  ought  not  to  pass  ac- 
cepted, 57 

Reports  on  contested  scats  accepted,  5,  10,  11 :  seat  of  Fred- 
erick Pease  given  to  Emery  1").  I.iighton.  10 

Order  passed  relative  to  admission  to  anteroom,  6 

Mayor  requested  to  appoint  members  special  police,  17; 
Notice  of  appointment,  23 
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Order  passed  to  make  arrangement!  for  excursion.  409 

Resignation  of  Alexander  Beal,  member  from  Ward  16, 
accepted,  614 

Resolves  und  orders  passed  relative  to  death  of  Councilman 
Edw.  J.  Long,  690 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  — 

$1,500  for  labor  on  public  grounds,  108 

$200  for  tools  and  repairs  on  public  grounds,  108 

$900  for  public  grounds,  etc..  East  Boston,  237 

$1,650  for  Blackstonc,  Franklin,  Worcester  and  Lowell 
Squares,  and  Union  Park,  237 

$2,500  for  public  grounds  near  Jamaica  Pond,  237 

$10,000  for  Common,  Public  Garden,  etc.,  237 

$V>H0  for  hiring  teams,  237 

$2U0  for  tools,  237 

$500  for  trees  and  shrubs,  237 

$1,500  for  sods,  237 

$250  for  grass  and  other  seeds,  237 

$1,500  for  loam.  237 

$900  for  manure,  237 

$6,000  for  red  gravel.  237 

$1,000  for  water  and  watering  streets,  237 

$1011  for  tools  and  repairs,  299 

$500  for  trees  and  Shrubs,  299 

$1,000  for  repair  of  fences,  etc.,  313 

$5,000  for  plants,  313 

$1,000  for  plants.  354 

$500  for  mowing  machine,  354 

$1,500  for  work,  354 

$10,000  for  labor,  354 

$1,000  for  settees,  etc..  428 

$5,000  for  grading  Madison  Square,  428 

$650  for  repair  of  concrete,  428 

$400  for  sods,  428 

$228  for  rustic  flower  stands.  428 

$195.66  for  fountain  in  Independence  Square,  428 

$8,000  for  labor,  459 

$500  for  team  work,  433 

$417  35  to  concrete  walks,  Independence  Sq.,  726 

$1,000  for  watering  streets  around  public  grounds,  726 

$500  fur  repairs  of  fences  and  fountains,  TOT 

Ordinance  passed,  313 

Orchard  Park,  report  on  improvement,  314 

$2,000  for  Improvements',  324 

Order  passed  relating  to  statue  of  Gen.  Warren,  314 

Order  passed  for  open-air  concerts,  409 

Tremont  Street  Mall,  report  on  curbstone,  276;  discussion, 
and  recomniital,  2s9 ;  reports  on  curb,  353;  discussion, 
366,  386;  non-concurrence  on  amendment,  125;  order 
passed  to  procure  proposals  for  fence,  399 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  purchase  estates  on  Orchard 
Park,  211 

Report  on  petition  of  T.  A.  Splainc  discussed  and  recom- 
mitted, 227  ;  report  leave  to  withdraw  accepted,  290 

Discussion  on  Madison  Sq.,  non-concurrence.  501 

Discussion  on  fence,  and  contract  authorized,  519;  order 
for  transfer  of  $3,400  rejected.  540;  reconsideration,  553 

Discussion  on  Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq..  523 

Orchard  Park,  order  passed  to  report  cost  of  grading,  523; 
report,  551 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.  discussed,  and  amended  or- 
der passed.  551 

Order  passed  relative  to  preservation  of  trees,  625 

Lot  adjoining  Park  Sq.  placed  in  charge  of  Com..  691 

Order  passed   relating  to  passageway   from   Court   Sq.   to 
School  St.,  716 
Contingent  Expenses  — 

President  authorized  toapprovebills.il 
Crocker,  Mr  ,  Ward  6  — remarks:  on 

Badges,  24,  27,  42 

Washington's   Birthday,  40,  51 

Additional  Water  Supply,  54 

Ice  on  Sidewalks,  57.  80 

Kedivision  of  Wards,  89,  108,  118,  554,  569 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  107,  542,  594 

Public  Park,  119,  183 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  215,  328,  360 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  254 

Committee  for  17th  June,  258 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  260 

International  Typographical  Union,  276,  282 

Permits  for  burials," 277 

Assessments  for  construction  of  Sewers,  287 

Printing  Public  Park  Bill,  290 

East  Boston  Murder.  290 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  301 

Fourth  of  July,  3o3 

Ofl'al  Shed,  Ward  15.  315 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit.  316 

Common  and  Public  Grounds.  344 

City  Registrar's  Dipartment,  363,  389 

Official  report,  369 

Park  Commission,  428 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  462,  483 

Engine-house,  Ward  15.  462 

East  Boston  High  School,  476 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commh-sioners,  504,  525 

Alterations  of  Rules  and  Orders,  605 


Employment  of  Criminals,  544 
Orchard  Park  and  Madi>on  8 q.,  052 
City  Charter.  049,  072,  6J8 
House  offttl.  692 
Widening  South  Si  ,  723,  717 
Yorktown  Memorial,  731 
Licensing  plumbers,  745 
Cushing,  Mr..  Ward  4  —  remarks:  on 
Orchard  Park  anil  Madison  sq..  551 

Watering  streets.  727 
Cushmau,  Mr..  Ward  1 — remaiks:  on 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  232 

Damon,  Mr.,  Ward  12  —  remarks:  on 

Site  for  the  City  Point  School-house,  500 
Day,  Mr.,  Ward  1  —  remarks:  on 

Additional  Water  Supply,  55 

Water  Board,  328.  359 

East  Boston  High  School,  427,  463,  474 

Examination  of  egress  from  public  buildings,  421 

Employment  of  Criminals,  523 

Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boslon,  653 
Devereux,  Mr. .  Ward  22  —  rcmai  ku  :  on 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  175,  212,  232,  331 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

The  Appropriation  Bill.  198 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  228 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  234 

Ni-w  Vegetable  Market,  252,  4u7,  458 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Board  of  Education.  274 

International  Typographical  Union,  2>2 

Fourth  of  July,  311.  339,  332 

Enforcement  of  License  Law.  400 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  42o,  459 

Employment  of  Criminals,  522,  545 

Licensing  plumbers,  617 
Div  sinii  of  Wards  —  see  Census  — 
Duggan,  Mr..  Ward  5—  remarks:  on 

Fourth  of  July.  305 

Official  report,  369 

Elections  — 

Discussion   on   transportation   of  voters,  order  Indefinitely 

postponed,  715 

Ferries  — 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  reducing  tolls.  28 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  reduce  tolls,  79 

Wiunisimmet  Ferry  Co.  to  use  slip,  540 

Contract  for  new  ferry  boat  authorized,  540 
Fire  Department  — 

Expediency  of  establishing  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  76;  indef- 
initely postponed.  290 

$255  for  phonographic  report  of  inquest,  85 

Locating  engine,  etc  ,  between  Maine   Railroad   Depot  and 
Custom-llouse,  311 

Second  annual  report  of  Commissioners,  472 

Report  accepted  and   referred  relating  to  chemical  works, 
S.  B.,  565 

Orders  passed  relating  to  transportation  of  explosives,  678, 
723 

Order  passed  relating  to  telegraph  in  Chelsea,  691 

Monthly  report  of  Commissioners,  715 
Fitzirerald.Mr  ,  Ward  7  —  remarks  :  on 

Rules  and  Orders,  17 

Badges,  24.  27.  42,  77, 101 

Additional  Water  Supply.  55 

Redivision  of  Wards.  79,  90.  117,  567,  623 

Swett  St.  Extension,  143,  405 

Annual  Appropriations,  154,  193 

Public  Park,  150,  182 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

Courtesy  to  President  Grant,  199 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  214 

Appropriation  for  17th  June.  235 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  253 

Committee  for  17th  June.  255 

Vegetable  Market,  273,  407,  469 

Board  of  Education,  273 

Record  Commission,  283 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  301 

Street  sweeping-machines,  324 

Fourth  of  July,  353 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  341 

City  Registrar's  Department,  364,  389 

Fence  on  Common,  368,  388 

Official  report.  370 

Kindergarten  Schools,  469 

Schools  for  licensed  female  minors,  471 

East  Boston  High  School,  476 

Inmates  of  House  of  Reformation,  488 

Employment  of  Criminals,  522,  543 

Truant  School,  545 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  592 

Licensing  plumbers,  014,  646 

City  Charter.  632.  697 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  651 
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House  offal,  694 

Rules  and  orders.  728,  749 

Resolves  relating  to  (enure  of  office,  731 

Swett  St.  It.lt.  Grade,  7B8 

Paying  Deputy  Collectors,  769 
Flynn,  Mr.,  Ward  7  — remarks:  on 

Radges,  26,  27.  42,  77,  14U.  161 

Washington's  Birthday,  50 

Election  of  Snpt.  of  Common,  etc..  56 

Extension  of  Swett  Street,  78.  88. 106,  107.  119, 141,  391.  404 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  107,  251 

Widening  of  School  St.,  115 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board.  175,  360 

Reward  for  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham,  219 

Appropriation  17th  June,  235 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Committee  for  17th  June,  255,  271 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  259 

Street  sweeping-machines,  282 

Fourth  of  Julv,  313 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit,  316 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  401 

Vegetable  Market,  406,  46S 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  426 

Examination  of  egress  from  public  buildings   428 

Park  Commission,  429 

Voting-places  in  new  wards,  487 

Site  for  City  Point  School-house.  506 

Bay  of  laborers  in  Paving  Department,  488,  525,  590 

Fence  on  Common,  519 

Terrace  St.,  541 

Orchard  Bark  and  Madison  Sq.,  525 

Pay  of  laborers  in  Health  Dep't,,  541 

Division  of  Wards,  565,  612,  626 

Licensing  Plumbers,  590,615 

City  Charier,  632 

House  offal,  648,  691 

Rules  and  orders.  727 

Widening  South  St  ,  729,  747 

Funeral  expenses  Vice-Pres.  Wilson,  726,  751 

Swett  St.  R.R.  Grade,  768 
Fourth  of  July  — 

Order  passed  to  select  oralor.  299 

Discussion,  and  order  passed,  305.  311,  338,  358 

Vote  ruled  invalid,  discussed,  and  revised  by  yea  and  nay. 
352 
Funds  — (see  also  Sinking  Funds)  — 

Order  passed  to  pay  interest  due  on  Pierce  Fuel  Fund,  78 

G.  A.  R.  — 

Invitation  from  Post  26  accepted,  175 

Allowance  for  Decoration  Day,' 199 

Invitations  from  Post  7  accepted,  2J0,  351,  381 
dis- 
order passed  to  appoint  commission,  23 

Message  from  Mayor,  relating  to  Commissioners,  153 

Compensation  to  Commissioners  authorized,  175 

Commissioners  appointed.  106 

Burning  of  coal  tar  at  North  End,  767 
Glover  Statin — see  Mayor. 
Guild,  Mr.,  Ward  6  —  remarks:  on 

Washington's  Birthday,  40 

Badges/ 43,  161 

Swett  Street  Extension,  87 

Public  Park,  156.  179 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  236 

Petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine,  227 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 

Committee  for  17th  June,  255 

International  Typographical  Union,  276,  252 

Fourth  of  July,  312,  3:59 

Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  315 

Fence  on  Common,  366,  3S6,  519 

Park  Commission.  428 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  460 

Madison  Sq  ,  501 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  504 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  524,  552 

Yorktown  Memorial,  730 

Widening  South  St..  748 

Funeral  expenses  Vice-Pres.  Wilson,  726,  751 

Harbor  — 

Orders  passed  relative  to  removal  of  ice.  16 

Order  passed  relating  to, jurisdiction,  612 
Harmon.  Mr.,  Ward  6  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  43,  141 

Division  of  Wards,  109,  ?R9.  627 

Oonvici  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  177 

Fourth  of  July.  313.  338 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq  ,  524 

Licensing  plumbers,  618 

City  Charter.  673 
Harrigan,  Mr..  Ward  1  —  remarks:  on 

Additional  Water  Supply,  55 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106,  590 

Badges,  161 


Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  218 

Board  of  Education.  273 

East  Boston  Murder,  291 

Fourth  of  July,  304.  311,  338,  352 

City  Registrar's  Department,  361 

Enforcement  of  License  Law.  4"l 

East  Boston  High  School,  463,  475 

Charles  Hulbert's  Estate,  540 

Division  of  Wards,  571 

Licensing  plumbers,  617,  644 

City  Architect,  668 
Health,  Board  of — 

Authorized  to  establish  hospital,  668 
Health  Department  — 

Sup't  authorized  to  provide  supplies,  40 

Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  accepting  Act  re- 
lating to  inspectors  of  provisions,  138;  report  and  order 
passed  to  accept  Act.  153 

House  Offal,  East  Boston,  contract  authorized,  163 

Discussion  on  pay  of  laborers,  indefinite  postponement.  541 

Discussion  and  order  passed  relating  to  house  offal,  648,  691 

Order  passed  to  allow  fees  to  undertakers,  744;  rescinded, 
767 
Hicks,  Mr..  Ward  8  —  remarks  :  on 

Appropriation  for  17th  June.  255,  271 
Homer,  Mr..  Ward  11  —  remarks:  on 

Pay  of  laborers  in  Health  Dep't,  542 
Howes,  Mr.,  Ward  11  —  remarks:  on 

Additional  Water  Supply.  55 

Establishing  Fire  Marshal.  76 

Public  Park,  179 

Committee  for  17th  June,  257 

International  Typographical  Union,  276.  282 

Fourth  of  July.  312 

Electing  Mystic  Water  Board.  316 

Water  Board,  329 

City  Registrar's  Department,  364 

Official  report,  36  > 

Vegetable  Market.  406 

Sewer  in  My6tic  Valley.  426 

Park  Commission,  428 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502 

Division  of  Wards,  555 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  488.  592 

Licensing  Plumbers,  614 

City  Charter.  632,  650,  674,  69S 

Yorktown  Memorial,  730 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 

Widening  South  St.,  748 

Incidental  Expenses  — 

Funeral  expenses  of  Vice-Pres.  Wilson,  726,  751 

Jamaica  Pond  — 

Order  passed  relative  to  protection  of  life,  726 
Jaques.  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  24.  41.  77 

Washii  gton's  Birthday,  40 

Additional  Water  Supply.  55 

Swett  Street  Extension.  "87,  106.  141 

Pav  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  107,  230,  542,  591 

Division  of  Wards.  113.  557 

Public  Park,  120,  156.  178 

Annual  Appropriations,  154 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  234 

Binaries  of  License  Commissioners,  253 

Committee  for  17th  June,  257 

Permits  for  burials,  277,  2:41 

Assessments  tor  construction  of  sewers,  289 

Supplies  for  Public  institutions,  303 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit.  316 

Water  Board,  329 

Fourth  of  Julv,  338 

City  Registrar's  Department,  361.  390 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley.  485 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  503 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq..  "24 

Charles  Hulbert's  Estate,  540 

Licensing  Plumbers,  614,  614 

City  Charter.  671,  698 

Deposits  of  City  Funds,  678,  702 

House  offal.  691 

Widening  South  St.,  729 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 

Funeral  expenses  of  Vice  Pres   Wilson,  728.  751 

Printing  report  of  Sewerage  Commission,  751 

Swett  St.  R.  R.  Grade,  768 

Kelly.  Mr..  Ward  21  —  remarks  :  on 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city.  107 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board.  217 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  526,  593 

Widening  South  St.,  729 
Kimball.  Mr.,  Ward  6  —  remarks  :  on 

Rules  and  Orders,  17 

Badges,  23.  41.  77,  161 

Printing  Charter  document,  28 
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Washington's  Birthday,  40 

Additional  Water  Supply,  52 

BedlvUlon  of  Wards,  79,  00.  118,  012,  625 

Extension  of  Swetl  Street,  10B.  107,  142,  301,  403 

1'ay  of  1  iborers  in  city  employ,  107,  229 

Public  Park,  155.  181 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board.  175,  213,  233,  353 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 

Petition  of  T,  A    Splaine,  227 

New  Vegetable  Market,  252.  273,  468 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  250 

Permits  for  burials,  277 

Fourth  of  July,  3)2 

City  Registrar's  Department,  301,  389 

Sewer  ill  Mystic  Valley,  420.  401 ,  4S5 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  503 

Pay  of  laborers  in  Paving  Dcp't.  525 
•'     •'  "        '•  Health      "      542 

City  Charter,  632,  040,  i'69,  700 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  651 

Deposits  of  City  Funds,  070 

House  offal.  002 

Rules  and  Orders,  727 

Yorktown  Memorial,  731 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 

Claim  of  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co..  750 

Printing  report  Sewerage  Commission,  751 

8wett  St   It.  It.  tirade,  768 

Paying  Deputy  Collectors,  769 
King  Kalakatia — 

Invitation  to  reception  in  Aldermen's  chamber,  3 
Kingsbury.  Mr..  Ward  IS  — remarks:  on 

Washington's  Birthday,  41 

Official  report,  370 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq..  524 

Law  Department  — 

Order  passed  to  purchase  law  books,  51 

Ordinance  parsed  providing  lor  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor,  51 

Leighton,  Mr.,  Ward  I — remarks:  on 
Additional  Water  Supply,  54 

Liquor  Licenses  — 

Mayor  requested  to  nominate  License  Commissioners,  211 
Office  for  License  ( 'nmmis.-ioucrs  authorized,  211 
Report  directed  establishing  salaries,  211 
Clerk-hire  to  he  charged  to  License  revenue.  251 
Discussion  on  Salaries,  and  order  passed,  259 
Discussion,  and  order  passed,  requiring  reports,  400 

Loans  — 

$100,000  for  water-pipes,  Wards  17  and  19,  259 
$2,01)0,000  in  anticipation  of  taxes.  354 
$207,000  for  Hack  Hay  s'reets  and  avenues,  519 

Long,  Mr  ,  Ward  8  — remarks:  on 
Division  of  Wards,  117 
Badges,  140 
Appropriation  for  17th  June,  236 

Markets  — 

Discussions  on  Vegetable  Market.  251.  273;  reference  to 
special  committee,  273;  report,  325,  342;  discussion,  and 
order  passed  establishing.  406 

Discussion  on  $6,000  additional  for  Mercantile  wharf  prop- 
erty, and  reference  to  Finance  Com..  409 

Order  passed  to  sell  horse,  wagon,  etc.,  502 
Mayor  — 

Copy  of  Inaugural  Address  requested  for  publication,  3 

Disposition  of  topics  in  address  referred,  3 

Report  and  orders  passed  on  disposition  of  topics  in  ad- 
dress, 11 

Communication  relating  to  Uniforms  for  City  Employes,  161 

Communication  relating  to  Monument  at  Yorktown,  371; 
report  and  discussion,  713,  730 

Communication  relating  to  Statue  of  General  Glover,  565 

Relating  to  death  of  Vice-Pres.  Wilson,  678 

On  supplying  portfolios  for  Centennial  Exhibition,  special 
Committee  appointed,  I  OS 

On  death  of  Councilman  Edw.  J.  Long,  690 
Militia  — 

Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf.,  $65  rent   allowed  for  temporary 
armory.  51 

Report  accepted,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petitions  for  Ninth 
Reg.,  and  Co.  K,  First  Reg  ,  138 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Reg  ,  rent  of  armory  discontinued.  138 

Co.  C,  Fourth  Bat.  Inf ,  discussion  on  armory  and  order 
passed,  13S 

Co.  D.  Fourth  Bat.,  rent  discontinued,  and  rent  author- 
ized, 161 

Co.  E,  Ninth  Reg.,  rent  authorized,  161 

Co.  A,  First  Reg.,  pay  for  rent  authorized,  161 

Co.  D,  Fourth  Bat.,  $500  for  armory,  100 

Co.  C.  Ninth  Reg.,  $300  for  armory.  237 

Co.  A,  Fifth  Reg.,  $250  for  armory,  2i7 

Co.  G,  Ninth  Reg.,  $200  for  armory,  23" 

Co.  A,  Ninth  Reg.,  $250  for  fitting  up  and  furnishing  ai- 
mory,  275 

Order  passed  to  hire  two  rooms  corner  Harvard  and  Wash- 
ington Sts.,  366 


Co   A.  First  Reg  ,  $75  for  rent  of  armory,  3-S1 

Co.  A,  First  Reg..  $300  for  rent,  483 

Permits  for  target  firing,  551 
Minors  — 

Rules  and  regulations  concerning  sales,  16 
Morrison,  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks  :  on 

Badges,  25,  42 

Vegetable  Market,  273 

Street  sweeping-machines,  275 

International  Typographical  Union,  276,  282 

East  Boston  Murder,  S&0 

Fourth  of  July.  304,  311.  339 

Offal  Shed,  Ward  15.  315 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  340 

City  Registrar's  Department,  364,  389 

Fence  on  Common,  386,  519 

Vegetable  Market,  407 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  426 

Voting-places  in  new  Wards,  488 

Licensing  plumbers,  018,  644 

Division  of  Wards,  ,,:;n 

Widening  South  St.,  729 
Municipal  Register  — 

Order  passed  for  preparing  and  printing,  3 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  to  supply  members  of 
School  Committee,  76 

Northampton  St.  District  — 

Committee  vested  with  powers,  6 

Orders  passed  assessing  betterments,  and  to  provide  means 

for  completing  improvements.  76 
Com.  authorized  to  settle  grade  damages,  227 
Order  passed  to  take  estates  of  J.  E.  Fitzgerald  and  others, 

311 
Order  passed  to  take  estate  of  Alvin  J.  Bartlett,  477 
Order  passed  to  pay  A.  Q-,  Bartlett  $7,786.30,  612 
Report  requesting  additional  appropriation,  631 
Order  passed  to  Vacate  assessments,  767 
Xoyes,  Mr..  Ward  5  — remarks:  on 
Badges,  27 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts.  106 
Contracts  for  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  316,  340 
Official  report,  369 
Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  462 
Licensing  plumbers,  617,  740 
City  Charter.  677 
House  offal,  602 
Deposits  of  City  Funds.  702 
Widening  South  St.,  747 

Ordinances  — 

To  regulate  office  hours  passed,  744 
Osborne.  Mr.,  Ward  8  —  remarks:  on 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 

Street  sweeping-machines,  324 

East  Boston  High  School,  474 

Deposit  of  City"  Funds,  702 
Overseers  of  Poor  — 

Message  announcing  death  of  Dr.  Allen,  539 

Page.  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks  :  on 

Badges,  77 

Swett  St.  Extension,  78,  86. 119.  141,  391,  402 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106 

Division  of  Wards,  110.  571,  630 

Armory  in  Ward  16,  138 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  175 

The  Appropriation  Bill.  198 

Appropriation  for  17th  June.  235 

Street  sweeping-machines.  282 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  300 

Fourth  of  July,  305 

Sewing-machines  at  House  of  Correction,  305 

Employment  of  City  Architect,  316 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  400 

East  Boston  High  School.  463,  475 

Kindergarten  Schools.  469 

Schools  for  licensed  female  minors,  471 

Inmates  of  House  of  Reformation.  489,  504 

Site  for  City  Point  School-house,  505 

Employment  of  Criminals,  522 

City  Ai  chitect,  668 

Widening  South  St.,  728,  746 

Licensing  plumbers.  744 

Claims  of  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  750 

Swett  St.  R.R.  grade,  768 
Parker,  Mr.,  Ward  14  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  24 

Additional  Water  Supply,  54 

Board  of  Education,  274 

Fourth  of  July.  352 

Madison  Sq.,  501 

Division  of  Wards,  568,  612 

House  offal,  691 

Yorktown  Memorial,  731 
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Paving  Department  — 

Older   passed  relating  to  pay  of  laborers,  488 ;    report  on 
same,  and  discussion,  525;  minority  report,  553;    Dis- 
cussion and  Resolve  substituted  and  passed,  590 
Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ— (see  also  l'aving  and  Health)  — 

Discussion,  and  order  passed  relative  to  equalizing  pay,  106 

Majority  and  Minority  Reports,  and  order  to  print,  13a 

Discussion,  and  substitute  order  passed.  228 

Concurrence  in  amendment,  and  reference,  251 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  make  any  cbange,  29H 

Order  to  place  men  on  full  time  referred,  402 

Resolution  rejected,  654 
Peabody,  Mr.,  Ward  9  —  remarks:  on 

Priming  Charter  document,  28 

Washington's  Birthday,  40 

Additional  Water  Supply,  53 

Redivision  of  Wards,  90 

Extension  of  Swett  St.,  106 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  JOS 

Division  of  Wards,  110,  117 

Public  Parks,  119.  184 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction.  177 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  196 

The  Appropriation  Bill.  198 

Courtesy  to  President  Grant,  199 

Printing  Public  Park  Bill,  2«0 

East  Boston  Murder,  291 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  304 

Fourth  of  July,  304 

Water  Board,  360 

Election  of  Collector,  382 

Park  Commission,  42S 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  460 

Ea>t  Boston  High  School,  474 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  651 

City  Charter,  674 

Deposits  of  City  Funds,  678,  702 

House  offal,  692 

Soup  for  the  poor,  713 

"Widening  South  St.,  728,  746 

Lice-sing  plumbers,  614 
Perkins,  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  23,  27.  42 

Washington's  Birthday,  40 

Election  of  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  56 

Extension  of  Swett  Street.  105 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106,  228 

Division  of  Wards,  118 

Public  Park,  119 

Armory  in  Ward  16. 138 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  216.  230 

Appropriation  for  17th  of  June,  234 

Petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine,  227 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  253 

Vegetable  Market.  272,  407 

Street  sweeping-machines,  281,  324 

Tremont  Street  Mall,  289,  366 

Fourth  of  July.  352 

New  Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  315 

Common  and  public  grounds,  344 

City  Registrar's  Department,  362 

Official  report,  370 

House  offal.  618.691 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  650 

Printing  report  Sewerage  Commission,  751 

Swett  St.  lt.lt.  grade,  768 
Police  — 

Order  passed  relative  to  lodgers  at  Station  Houses,  27 
Ordinance  passed  in  relation  to  police  fund,  311 
Order  passed  to  pay  for  duty  in  Concord  and  Lexington, 
3S1 

Power,  Mr.,  Ward  22  —  remarks  :  on 

Badges.  43 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  218,  331 

Board  of  Education,  274 

Street  sweeping-machines,  275 

Kindergarten  Schools,  471 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  4S6 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital.  652 
Printing  — 

Annual  reports  authorized  in  print,  5 

6,000  copies  of  Liquor  Law,  2s7 

10,000  Public  Park  Bill,  290 

Expediency  of  reprinting  Index  to  City  Documents,  526; 
report!  accepted.  590 

Order  for  printing   report  of  Sewerage    Commission    dis. 
cusBed  and  referred,  751  :    [trrata.  last  word  in  order, 
for  "Services"  read  ''Sewers;"]    report    and   order 
passed,  767 
Public  Baths  — 

Order  passed  for  repairs,  etc.,  40,  324 

Report  on  locating  at  Cragie's  Bridge  recommitted,  325 
Public  Buildings  — 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  23 

Order  passed  for  furniture,  repairs,  and  cleaning,  61 


City  Hall  —  Report  on  unsettled  bills  on  Elevator,  161;  pay- 

ment  authorized,  175 
Faneuil  Hall,  order  passed  to  strengthen  floor  and  roof,  2S1 
Offal  Shed.  Highland  Street,  315,  325 
Order  passed  to  raise  and  alter  Police  Station  No.  8,  327 
Sale  of  Engine  House  on  I'arker  Street,  341 
Order  passed  to  lvmove  Hose  2  building,  386 
Discussion,  and  order  passed  for  engine-house,  Ward  15,  462 
Engine-house  on  Harvard  Ave.,  Ward  19,  471 
Land  on  Ashland  St .  W.  Roxbury,  site  for  school-house,  472 
City  Hall,  order  passed  for  watch-clock,  472 

order  passed  to  pay  bill  of  J.  E    Blakemore,  472 

Engine-house,  Washington  St.,  Ward  15,  472 

Discussion  on  Voting  places  in  new  Wards.  487 

Engine-house,  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  West  Roxbury,  505 

Order  pa-sed  to  provide  Ward  rooms,  540 

Expediency  of  fencing  and  grading  Chapman  School-house 

lot,  546 
Ward  Room  and  Armory,  South  Boston,  565 
Report  relating  to  new  Engine  Houses,  631 
Order  passed  relative  to  Public  Halls,  etc.,  715 
Public  Institutions  — 

Order  passed  for  report  on   expediency,  concerning  build- 
ings, 174 
Discussion   and  orders  relating  to   convict  labor,  175,  305 ; 

report,  314 
Discussion  on  supplies,  and  recommittal  with  instructions, 

239 
Ordinance  passed,  33S 

Annual  report  referred  with  instructions,  353 
Ward  Room  and  Armory,  South  Boston,  565 
Discussion  on  classification  of  inmates  of  House  of  Refoi  ma- 

tion,  488;  order  passed  for  report,  504 
Discussion  on  employment  of  criminals,  and  order  passed, 

521 ;  discussion  and  substitute  order  passed,  513 
Report  on  Truant  School,  and  discussion,  545 
Order  passed  for  enlargement  of  Eastern  Ave.,  551 
Order  passed  for  sale  of  steamer  Henry  Morrison,  554  ,  767 
Discussion  on  Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  orders 

passed,  651 
Order  passed  respecting  amendments  of  statute,  715 
Public  Lands  — 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent,  16 

Boston  University,  release  of  conditions,  338,  425 

Order  passed  to  take  possession  of  Swett  St.  hospital  lot,  425 

Order  passed  lor  deed  to  H.  R.  Plimpton,  46S 

Cancellation  of  bond,  and  new  agreement  with  R.  G.  Day. 

ton  and  others,  4S3 
Forfeiture  of  land  7  Newbury  St.,  483 
Order  to  quit,  S4  Village  St..  4S3 
Two  deeds  to  J.  J.  MeN'ult,  authorized,  651 
Estate  of  Alvin  G.  Bartlett  placed  in  charge  of  Committee, 

64S 
Forfeiture  of  land  held  by  J.  E.  Billings,  726 
Public  Library  — 

Order  passed  to  print  proceedings  at  dedication   of  Dor- 
chester Branch,  26 
Report  accepted,  inexpedient  to  print  proceedings  at  dedica- 
tion of  Brighton  Branch,  79 
Order  of  inquiry  indefinitely  postponed,  462 
Resignation  of  D.  S.  Curtis  as  tru>tee,  462 
Communication  accepting  plans  for  gallery,  623 
Public  Parks  — 

Discussion,  119,  155 

Discussion,   and   amended   order  passed,  17S;    five-minute 

rule  rescinded,  178 
Commissioners  nominated,  399 
Discussion  on  Commission,  42S 

Order  passed  to  provide  office  with  furniture,  etc.,  472 
Order  passed  to  provide  means  for  clerical  services,  etc,  472 
Discussion  on  appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  order 

rejected,  602;  reconsideration,  ft'Jo 
Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  accept  offer  by  S.  B.  Morse, 
713 


Railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston  — 

Committee  appointed  to  confer,  653 
Record  Commission  — 

Discussion,  and  arnended  order  passed,  282 

Report  and  ordinance  passed,  3S6 
Rewards  — 

For  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham,  219.  290 
Rules  and  Orders  — 

Of  Common  Council  of  1874,  temporarily  adopted,  2 

Special  Committee  to  prepare  foi  Common  Council,  2 

City  Council  of  1874,  temporarily  adopted.  2 

Pocket  edition  authorized,  3 

Of  Common    Council    for    1875,    discussed,    amended    and 
adopted.  17 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders  established,  23 

President  adjourns  Council  for  want  of  quorum,  238 

Order  passed  to  consider  alterations,  505;  report,  discussion. 
727;  amendments  passed,  749 
Rulings  — 

On  amendment  relating  to  Division  of  Wards,  613 
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Salaries  —  (Seo  also  Pay  of  Laborers,  also  Liquor  Licenses)  — 

Of  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor  fixed  at  $2,500,  85 
Salary  Bill  paused,  85 

Order  passed  to  fix  salaries  of  Treasurer,  Auditor  and  Col- 
lector. 325 

Clerk  of  Committee-',  $2,750  per  annum,  678 
Sampson,  Mr.,  Ward  10  —  remarks:  on 

Widening  of  School  St.,  115 

Annual  Appropriations,  154 

Public  Park,  155 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 

Appropriation  for  17th  .June.  236 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502 

Division  of  Wards,  571 

House  offal.  692 

Deposits  of  City  Funds,  702 

Watering  streets,  727 
Schools  — 

Order  passed  for  furniture  and  repairs,  51 

Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  purchase  lot  adjoining  Chap- 
man School-house,  79 

Laboratory  authorized  for  Roxbnry  High,  103 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient,  add'l  Primary-school  accom- 
modations, Bigclow  District,  115 

Gymnasium  authorized  for  Latin  School.  119 

Request  for  additional  appropriation.  161 

"        '•  Primary  school-house  at  City  Point,  161 

Report  and  order  for  transfer  of  appropriation,  referred  in 
non-concurrence,  174 

Request  for  Primary  accommodations  in  Brighton  District, 
referred,  175 

Auburn  Primary,  order  passed  for  additional  accommoda- 
tions, 258 

Warrenton  St..  for  Deaf  Mutes,  order  passed  to  furnish,  258 

Addition  to  Francis  Street  School-house,  281 

Order  passed  to  pay  bill  of  L.  Foster  Morse,  317 

Primary  School  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill  Sts.,  Charles- 
town,  325 

Site  in  Dorchester-Everett  District,  354 

Report  accepted  inexpedient  to  tit  up  master's  room,  Adams 
School,  392 

Accommodations  in  Minot  School  District,  -12") 

Accommodation  for  Harvard  Grammar  School,  425 

Order  passed  for  lecture  loom  in  Bowditch  School,  427 

Report  and  discussion  on  Fast  Boston  High  School,  427,  463; 
discussion  and  substitute  order  adopted,  474 

Expediency  of  providing  Kindergarten  Schools,  459 

Discussion  on  Kindergarten  Schools,  non-concurrence  in 
accepting  report  inexpedient  to  establish.  469 

Report  inexpedient  to  furnish  schools  for  licensed  female 
minors,  not  accepted,  in  non-concurrence,  471 

Expediency  of  accommodations  for  drill  in  Charlestown 
High,  501 

School-house  on  Ashland  St.,  502 

Discussion  on  site  for  City  Point  School-house,  505 

Bath-house,  Cabot  St.,  for  evening  school,  505 

Pearl  St.,  order  passed  to  fence,  526 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  on  more  land  for  Eliot  High, 
554 

Dorchester  Everett  District  accommodations,  554 

Andrew  District  accommodations,  565 

Report  accepted,  relating  to  special  instruction  in  Dwight 
District,  590 

Order  passed  relating  to  providing  place  for  truant  and  va- 
grant minors,  595 

Grading  lot  adjoining  Chapman  School-house,  612 

Order  passe  I  relative  to  sewing,  625 

Reports  on  Truant  Schools.  629 

Free  Evening  Drawing  School,  West  Roxbury  Dist.,  713 

Add'l  Primary  School,  Lowell  Dist..,  713 
"  •'  "        Curtis  8t.  Dist.,  713 

"  "  *'        Comins  Dist.,  713 

Orders  passed  to  investigate  causes  of  fire  in  Rice  and 
Phillips  School-rouses,  for  repairs  and  temporary  ac- 
commodations, 744,  767,  768;  report,  767 

Orders  passed  to  pay  for  rent  of  armory  and  to  furnish 
drill-room  for  Charlestown  High,  767 

References  to  next  School  Board,  767 

Indefinite  postponement,  City  Point  Site,  767 
Sewers  — 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley  —  see  Water. 

Change  in  mode  of  assessments,  77  ;  expediency  of  amending 
ordinance,  227;  report,  259;  recommitted  with  instruc- 
tions, 287.  2:19;  ordinance  passed.  429 

Order  to  construct  in  Fellowes  St.,  271 

Order  to  construct  in  East  Lenox  St.,  271 
Shaw,  Mr.,  Ward  5  — remarks  :  on 

Badges,  24,  27,  42,  77 

Printing  Charter  document,  28 

Washington's  Birthday.  40.  50 

Additional  Water  Supply.  55,  85 

Establishing  Fire  Marshal,  76 

Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  106,  229,  488,  525,  542,  591 

Division  of  Wards,  109.  5U6,  612,  625 

Public  park.  121,  155,179 

Annual  appropriations,  154,  198 

System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  196 

Courtesy  to  President  Grant,  199 


Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  210,  328,  360 

Appropriation  for  17th  June.  231 

Petition  of  T.  A.  Bplaitie,  227 

New  Vegetable  Market.  251,  271 

Committee  for  17th  June.  255,  271 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  259 

International  Typographical  Union.  276,  282 

Street  ►weeping-ma chines,  275,  281,  321 

Record  Commission,  283 

Assessments  fur  construction  of  sewers.  2i7 

Tremont  Street  Mall,  290,  367.  337,  520 

Piinting  Public  Park  Bill,  290 

East  Boston  M urder,  2'J1 

Permits  for  burials.  2  il 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  311 

Fourth  of  July,  3n5,  311,338,352 

Offal  Sited.  W'aid  15,  315.  325 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit,  3!6,  340 

Common  and  Public  (J rounds,  343 

Election  of  Collector,  3*1 

City  Registrars  Department,  390 

Bwett  St..  391.  405 

Enforcement  of  License  Law,  400 

Sewer  iu  Mystic  Valley,  459.  483 

Engine-house  iu  Ward  15,  462 

East  Boston  High  School,  464 

Vegetable  Market,  40S 

Kindergarten  Schools,  470 

Voting-places  in  new  Wards,  488,572 

Madison  Sq..  502 

Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502,  525 

Employment  of  criminals,  522,  544 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  524,  552 
Charles  Hulhert's  Estate,  540 

Truant  School,  545 

Licensing  plumbers, 618.  645 

City  Charier.  632,  670,  069,  695 

Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  6'3 

City  Architect.  06$ 

Deposits  of  City  Funds,  678 

House  offal,  691 

Yorktown  Memorial, 718,  730 
Soup  for  the  poor.  713,  726 
Rules  and  orders,  727,  750 

Watering  streets,  727 
Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 
Widening  South  St.,  747 

Claims  of  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  750 
Printing  Report  of  Sewerage  Commission,  751 
Bwett  St.  R.R.  Grade,  768 
Sibley,  Mr.,  Ward  20  —  remarks  :  on 
The  Appropriation  Bill,  198 
Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  214 
Appropriation  for  17th  June,  234 
Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  252 
Committee  for  17th  June,  256 
Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  269 
Offal  Shed,  Ward  15.  315 
Street  sweeping-machines,  324 
City  Charter,  676 
Widening  South  St.,  747 
Sinking  Funds  — 

Semi-annual  reports  of  Commissioners,  26,  436 
Soup  for  the  poor  — 

Order  passed  for  additional  supply.  140 
Order  passed,  713;  concurrence  in  amendment,  726 
Sprague,  Mr.,  Ward  4  —  remarks:  on 

Rules  and  orders  of  Common  Council.  17,  727 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  City  Council,  23 
Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  217 
Tremont  St.  Mall,  289,  3»i8.  388,  520 
Employment  of  criminals,  544 
Stacey,  Mr  ,  Ward  21  —  remarks:  on 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  175,  212 
Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  460,  486 
Streets  — 

Annual  report  of  Commissioners,  16 

Ordinance    reported    to    protect    sidewalks    from    ice,   57; 

passed,  89 
Com.  from  Street  Commissioners,  on  widening  School  St., 

referred,  with  amendment,  103;  discussion,  115 
Order  passed  to  consider  expediency  of  amending  ordinance 

relating  to  snow  and  ice,  115 
Columbus   Ave.   Extension,  report  on   final   settlement  of 

damages,  105 
Street  sweeping-machines,  discussion.  275.  C81 ;  recommittal, 

281;  report,  discussion,  and  order  passed,  3'^4 
Report  and  ordinance  relating  to  care  of  sidewalks  in  front 

of  tenement  houses,  386.  399 
Order  to  pay  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  recommitted,  425 
Swett  Street  —  Order  passed  to  provide  means,  39;  discus- 
sion on  order  for  loans,  78,  8d;  order  pa-sod  to  procure 
opinion  of  City  Solicitor,  88;  report  of  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, and  Solicitor's  opinion  on  city's  liability,  105 

discussion  and  order  passed  to  delay  construction,  106 

discussion  on  Swett  Street  Loan,  107 

discussion  on  extension.  118 

discussion,  and  amended  order  passed,  141 
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notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  order  to  6tay  pro- 
ceedings, 153 

reports  and  discussion,  391 

discussion,  and  order  passed  rescinding  restrictions.  402 

contract  for  construction  authorized,  428;  order  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  428 

order  passed  for  temporary  tracks.  459 

■ report  on  raising  li.R. grade,  701 ;  amended  order  passed, 

72i;  report,  750;  discussion  and  order  passed,  727 
West  Chester  Pari;  Street  —  plans,  etc.,  for  bridges.  287 
Oliver  Street  —  order  passed  in  relation  to  certain   estates, 

353 
Pearl  Street  —  order  passed  to  widen,  425 
Terrace  St.,  resolve  and  order  for  laying  out,  504 

order  passed  for  laying  out.  541 

North  Market  St..  order  for  urinal  rescinded,  505 
Payment  of  $266,118.90,  to  N".  C.  Mnnson  or  assigns,  519 
Order  passed  to  purchase  estate  of  E.  P.  Kobinson,  542 
South  St.,  resolve  and  order  for  widening.  553;  discussion 

on  widening,  728;   discussion  and  order   rejected,  746; 

reconsideration,  reference  to  next  City  Council,  769 
Order  passed  to  petition  for  widening  School  St.,  614 
Order  passed  relating  to  driving  cattle,  648 
Mill  St. — report  on  widening,  732;  order  passed  to  purchase 

mill  of  Franklin  King,  750 
Suffolk-Street  District  — 

Order  passed  authorizing  Committee  on  Northampton  Street 

District  to  settle  outstanding  business.  39 
Report  on  unfinished  business.  284 
Order  passed  to  pay  $23,000  to  l'hineas  E.  Gay.  313 
Order  for  payment  to  l'hineas  E.  Gay  indefinitely  postponed, 

3i)9;  reconsidered  and  passed,  427 
Swcetser,  Mr.,  Ward  HI  — remarks  :  on 
Additional  Water  Supply,  52 
Pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of  city,  107,  228 
Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works,  260 
Board  of  Education,  274 
Water  Board.  327 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  340 
Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  426 
East  Boston  High  School,  427 
Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  483 
Division  of  Wards.  555,  571 
Licensing  Plumbers,  744 

Funeral  expenses  Viee-Pres.  Wilson,  726,  751 
Paying  Deputy  Collectors,  769 
Taxes  — 

Report  accepted,  no  authority  to  refund  to  Applcton  tem- 
porary Home,  39 
Order  passed  to  pay  tax  on  estate  of  David  Scars,  51 
Orders  passed  laying  tax  for  1875-6,  153 
Report  and  order  passed  to  refund  taxes  to  Trinity  Church, 

477.  483 
Collector  to  receive  certain  deposits.  540 
Discussion  on,  and  order  passed  relating  to  Charles  Hul- 

bert's  Estate,  540 
Taxes  on  estate  of  J.  H.  Billings  assessed,  619 
Thacher,  Mr.,  Ward  16  —  remarks:  on 
Annual  appropriations,  154 
Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  176 
Reward  for  arrest  of  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham,  219,  290 
Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  Works.  260 
Sewing-machines  at  House  of  Correction,  305 
Water  Board,  360 
City  Registrar's  Department,  366 
Personal  explanation.  301 
Engine-hou.se,  Ward  15,  462 
Terrace  St.,  541 
Truant  School.  545 
Division  of  Wards,  557,  630 
Licensing  Plumbers,  614,  741 
Truant  School  and  Small-pox  Hospital,  651 
Transportation  of  Voters,  715 
Claims  of  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Co.,  750 
Printing  Report  Sewerage  Commission,  751 
Paying  Deputy  Collectors.  763 
Train.  Mr.,  Ward  13  — remarks:  on 
Badges,  77 

Swett  Street  Extension,  78.  88,  106,  142,  391,  403 
Redi vision  of  Wards.  90,  570 
Annual  Appropriations,  154 
Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction.  176 
System  of  keeping  City  Accounts,  197 
Vegetable  Market.  273 
Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  239 
Fourth  of  July,  338.  352 
Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  316 
Street  sweeping-machines,  324 
Fence  on  Common,  3S8 

Park  Commission,  42S 

Voting-places  in  new  Wards,  487 
Appropriation  for  Park  Commissioners,  502 
Work  for  the  unemployed.  505 
Charles  Hulberl.'s  Estate.  540 
Employment  of  Criminals,  543 
Truant  School.  545 
Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  552 
Pay  of  laborers  ill  city  employ,  691 


House  offal,  64S.  691 

City  Charter,  671 

Swett  St.  R.  R.  Grade,  768 
Treasury  Department  — 

Death  of  Frederic  U.  Tracy,  12 

Selection  of  candidate  for  City  Treasurer  referred,  12 

Notice  of  appointment  of  Charles  H.  Dennie,  Treasurer  pro 
tern.,  received  and  placed  on  file.  12 

Order  passed  for  examinatiou  of  lute  Treasurer's  accounts, 
16 

Order  passed  for  petition  relative  to  Assistant  Treasurer,  39 

Salary  of  late  Treasurer  continued  to  July  1,  to  widow,  76 

Act  concerning  Treasurer  and  Collector  accepted,  281 

Accounts  for  financial  year  referred,  299 

Ordinances  passed,  360 

Report  on  Treasurer's  accounts  accepted,  359 

Election  of  Treasurer,  381 

Discussion  and  election  of  Collector,  381.  3S3,  399 

Order  passed  to  furnish  additional  safe,  472 

Report  on  unpaid  Taxes  accepted,  565 

Salaries  of  Deputy  Collectors,  .'65 

Discussion  on  deposits  of  City  Funds,  678;  discussion,  sub- 
stitute order  passed,  702 

Order  passed  to  pay  Deputy  Collectors,  769 
Trull,  Mr  ,  Ward  20 —  remarks :  on 

Armory  in  Ward  16,  138 

Seventeenth  of  June,  271 

Unfinished  Business  — 

Of  last  year,  referred  to  joint  standing  committees,  3 
Referred  to  next  City  Council:  — 

Report  on  High-Service  Water  Supply,  714. 

Report  on  alteration  in  Public  Library,  713 

City  ('barter,  731 

Loan  for  Mystic  Valley  Sewer,  732 

Appointments  to  Mystic  Water  Board,  744 

Homoeopathic  Hospital  treatment,  767 

Widening  South  St ,  769 

Transfer  of  City  Registrar  to  Board  of  Health,  769 

Unfinished  business  of  Joint  Committees,  769 

Vacation  — 

Adjournment  to  first  Tuesday  in  September,  429 
Votes  of  Thanks  — 

To  City  Council  by  Thomas  G.  Stephenson  Post  G.  A.  R., 

324 
To  Gen.  F.  A.  Osborn,  Brevet  Major-Gen.  Richard  Arnold, 

etc.,  June  17th,  359 
To  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke  for  oration,  July  5,  399 

Wadsworth,  Mr.,  Ward  4  —  remarks  :  on 

Official  report,  369 
Walsh,  Mr  ,  Ward  5 —  remarks:  on 

Pay  of  laborers,  526,  590,  654 
Wards,  Division  of — see  Census. 
Washington's  Birthday  — 

Order  for  celebrating  discussed  and  passed,  40 

Discussion  on,  and  amended  order  passed,  50 
Water  — 

Report  recommending  granting  $1,530,000,  accepted,  and  re- 
ferred to  Finance  Committee,  21 

Discussion  on  additional  supply,  51 

Order  relating  to  union  of  Coehituate  and  Mystic  Water 
Boards  amended  and  referred,  76;  report  and  order 
passed  to  petition  for  act  empowering  Boston  Water 
Board  to  act  as  agent  of  city.  91 

Orders  passed  for  appropriating  $1,530,000,  7S 

Report  on  ordinance  to  establish  Boston  Water  Board,  161; 
discussed,  175,  212 

Contracts  authorized  for  building  aqueduct  and  constructing 
reservoirs,  199 

Discussion  on  Boston  Water  Board,  and  ordinance  rejected, 
230;  reconsideration  refused,  25S;  altered  and  referred, 
275;  report*,  235;  discussion  and  ordinance  passed.  327  ; 
adherence.  338,  353,  359;  conference  report,  400 

Order  relating  to  commission  to  supervise  new  works  dis- 
cussed 2>9 :  referred,  275 

Order  passed  relating  to  High  Service,  276 

Annual  report  authorized  in  print.  2S7 

Acts  relating  to  Mystic  sewer  and  storage  referred  to  Mvstic 
Board,  299 

Act  to  preserve  purity  of  Lake  Coehituate  referred  to  Water 
Board,  311 

Wards  17  and  19,  report  and  order  passed,  314 

Order  passed  relative  to  electing  Mystic  Water  Board,  316 

Discussion  on  contracts  for  Sudbury  Conduit,  and  reference, 
816 

Resignation  of  Thomas  Gogin.  324 

Report  accepted,  inexpedient  on  Sudbury  Conduit  bond, 
327;  reconsideration  refused,  340 

Report  of  Mystic  Water  Board  on  storage  basin,  etc.,  re- 
ferred, 3f0;  report,  and  acts  accepted,  3  "■' 

Report  accepted,  no  action  necessary  to  purify  Lake  Coehitu- 
ate. 489 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley,  discussion  and  reference,  426,  459 

Discussion  and  order  authorizing  construction  passed,  4S4 

Order  authorizing  loan  rejected,  486 
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Reconsideration,  502 

Collector's  accounts  for  supply  to  East  Boston,  551 

Report  and  order  passed,  on  vacancies  in  Mystic  Water 
Board,  573 

Order  passed  authorizing  construction  of  Conduit,  etc.,  by 
days'  labor,  etc.,  590 

Contract  between  Boston  and  Charlestown  annulled,  590 

Order  relating  to  licensing  Plumbers  laid  on  the  table,  590 

Order  passed  to  lay  pipe  across  Mystic  River,  612 

Discussion  on  regulating  Water  Fixtures  and  licensing 
Plumbers,  amended  order  passed,  614 

Report  authorized  in  print  on  high-service  system,  654 

Communication  from  Water  Board,  and  report  of  City  Engi- 
neer on  High-Service  Water  Supply,  referred  to  next 
City  Council,  714 

Reports  on  sundry  requests  of  Water  Board,  715 

$5u,ooi>  authorized  for  pipes,  726 

Discussion  on  licensing  Plumbeis  and  recommittal,  744 

Order  passed  to  petition  for  protection  of  supply,  767 

Com.  to  report  ordinance  to  regulate  water  fixtures,  767 

$160,000  for  pipes  in  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  766 
Whitmore,  Mr.,  Ward  4  —  remarks :  on 

Badges,  27 

Priming  Charter  document,  28 

Washington's  Birthday,  40,  50 

Reriivision  of  Wards.  79,  88,  108,  115,  554,  665,  625,  630 

Widening  of  School  Street,  115 

Annual  Appropriations,  154 

Convict  labor  at  House  of  Correction,  175 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Hoard,  214,  360 

Appropriation  for  17th  June,  235 

Committee  for  17th  dune,  256 

Vegetable  Market,  272 

Board  of  Education.  274 

Permits  for  burials,  277.  291 

Record  Commission,  282 

Supplies  for  Public  Institutions,  299 

Fourth  of  July, 305,  888 

Sewing-machines  at.  House  of  Correction,  305 

City  Registrar's  Department,  361,  389 

Official  Report,  369 

Fence  on  Common,  386 

Park  Commission,  428 

East  Boston  High  School,  464,  474 

Kindergarten  Schools,  470 

Voting-places  in  new  Wards,  4S7 

Inmates  of  House  of  Reformation,  489,  504 

Pay  of  laborers  in  Paving  Department,  488 

Bill  for  taking  Census,  540 

Employment  of  Criminals.  521,  543 

City  Charter,  632,  649,  671,  699 

City  Architect,  668 

House  offal,  692 

Yorktown  Memorial,  713 

Rules  and  Orders.  727 

Resolves  relating  to  tenure  of  office,  731 


Wilbur,  Mr.,  Ward  13  —  remarks :  on 

Fourth  of  July,  305,  311 

Street  sweeping-machines,  324 

Water  Board,  360 

Fence  on  Common,  386 

Madison  Sq.,  501 

Orchard  Park  and  Madison  Sq.,  523,  551 

City  A  reinfect.  668 

City  Charter,  677 

House  offal,  692 

Licensing  Plumbers,  745 
Willcutt.  Mr..  Ward  17  —  remarks:  on 

Badges,  77 

Pay  of  laborers  in  city  employ,  230.  261 

Fourth  of  July,  313 

Offal  Shed,  Ward  15.315 

Fence  on  Common,  368 

Vegetable  Market.  407 

Division  of  Wards,  571 

Bwett  St.  R.  R.  Grade,  768 
Wilson,  Mr.,  Ward  12  — remarks:  on 

Rules  and  Order6, 17 

Additional  Water  Supply,  51 

Badges,  77 

Division  of  Wards,  100,  555,  667,  626 

Swett  St.  Extension,  118, 141,  403 

Armory  in  Ward  16,  138 

Establishing  Boston  Water  Board,  216,  233,  328,  359 

Salaries  of  License  Commissioners,  254 

Committee  for  17th  June,  257 

Commission  to  supervise  new  Water  WorkB,  260 

Record  Commission.  283 

Assessments  for  construction  of  sewers,  288 

Fourth  of  July,  305,  352 

Offal  Shed,  Ward  15,  315 

Contracts  for  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  340 

City  Registrar's  Department,  364,390 

Sewer  in  Mystic  Valley.  459,  483 

Kindergarten  Schools,  471 

East  Boston  High  School,  476 

Licensing  Plumbers,  616 

City  Charter,  676 

House  offal,  694 
Yorktown  Memorial  —  see  Mayor 
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Resolutions  of  thanks  to  President,  769 
Remarks  by  Mr.  Bracket!,  769 

Response  of  President,  770 

Request  for  a  copy  of  President's  address,  771 

Adjournment  sine  die,  771 


CITY      GOVERN  MENT, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Organization   of    the    Government, 
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The  organization  of  the  City  Government  took 
place  today. 

IN  BOARD   OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  members-elect  were  called  to  order  at 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.  by  the  City  Clerk,  Samuel  P. 
McCleary.  The  Mayor-elect,  Hon.  Samuel  Crocker 
Cobb,  entered  the  chamber  and  assumed  the 
chair,  accompanied  by  Rev.  George  Putnam,  D.  D., 
and  Hon.  Horace  Gray,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court. 

Mr.  Long,  member  of  the  Common  Council 
from  Ward  1,  delivered  a  message  from  that  body 
announcing  that  a  quorum  was  present  and  ready 
to  proceed  with  the  business  of  organization. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  elect  proceeded  to  the 
Common  Council  Chamber,  in  charge  of 
City  Messenger  Peters  and  accompanied  by 
Justice  Gray  and  KingKalakaua. 

IN  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  members  elect  of  the  Common  Council  were 
called  to  order  at  ten  o'clock  A..  M.,  by  Mr.  N.  M. 
Morrison  of  Ward  9,  the  senior  member,  who 
said  he  would  make  no  remaiks,  but  would  rec- 
ommend that  they  proceed  at  once  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the 
certificates  of  members  were  collected  by  a  com- 
mittee of  three  appointed  by  the  Chair,  viz. :  Messrs. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  and  Caw- 
ley  of  Ward  2. 

They  reported  that  they  had  collected  04  certifi- 
cates and  that  a  quorum  was  present. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  the  Chair  appointed  Mr.  Long 
of  Ward  8  a  committee  to  convey  a  message  to 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  elect  that  a  quorum  of 
the  Common  Council  is  present  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business,  and  requesting  that  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  would  forthwith  attend  for  the  pur- 
pose of  qualifying  the  members. 

Mr.  Long  attended  to  that  duty  and  reported 
that  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  would  soon  be  in 
attendance. 

IN  JOINT  CONVENTION. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  elect  entered  the 
.  Council  Chamber,  and  assumed  their  respective 
positions. 

Rev.  Dr.  Putnam  offered  prayer,  and  Chief 
Justice  Gray  administered  the  usual  oaths  of  office 
to  Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  the  Mayor  elect. 

The  names  of  the  Aldermen  elect  and  Common 
Councilmen  elect  were  severally  called  by  the 
City  Clerk,  and  the  oaths  of  office  were  admin- 
istered to  them  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  address  of  the  Mayor  was  then  delivered, 
and  at  its  conclusion  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  re- 
tired to  their  chamber. 

IN  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  returning  from  the  joint  convention,  the 
Mayor  in  the  chair,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  chairman.  It  ap- 
peared that  John  T.  Clark  had  received  10  votes, 
and  he  was  declared  elected. 

Alderman  Clark  took  the  chay  and  said — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen — I  am 
deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  which  you  have  con- 
ferred in  electing  me  your  Chairman  for  the  ensu- 
ing year.  For  this  mark  of  your  confidence  and 
respect  I  tender  to  you  my  sincere  thanks.  In  ac- 
cepting the  position,  I  do  so  well  knowing  the  re- 
sponsibilities it  involves,  and  that  without  your 
generous  support  and  forbearance  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  me  to  administer  its  duties  acceptably 
to  you  or  with  credit  to  myself. 

Belying,  therefore,  with  confidence  upon  you 
and  your  sympathy,  it  will  be  my  endeavor  to  per- 
form the  work  which  you  have  assigned  me  hon- 
estly, impartially  and  according  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.  The  labors  of  the  Board,  always  arduous, 
will  be  none  the  less  so  during  the  year  upon  which 
we  have  entered. 

Matters  of  the  highest  importance  concerning 
thejpresent  and  future  welfare  of  the  city  will 
come  before  us  and  will  require  patient  and  care 
ful  consideration. 

Among  the  first  and  one  of  the  most  important 
subjects  which  will  claim  our  attention   will   be 


that  of  the  "new  city  charter,"  which  has  been 
prepared  with  great  care  by  an  able  and  compe- 
tent commission,  and  which,  if  adopted,  will 
doubtless  remove  many  existing  evils  and  prepare 
the  way  for  such  changes  in  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  city  as  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple require'. 

Boston  to  a  certain  but  perhaps  less  extent 
shares  in  the  general  dulncss  of  business  which 
prevails  in  all  of  the  business  cities  of  the  coun- 
try, and  it  is  our  duty,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
be  our  desire,  to  economize  in  every  respect, 
where  economy  now  will  not  prove  to  be  extrava- 
gance in  the  future,  and  by  so  doing  reduce,  as 
far  as  is  possible,  the  present  high  rate  of  taxa- 
tion. 

Gentlemen,  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  we 
have  accepted  the  position  which  we  occupy,  un- 
derstanding its  labors  and  responsibilities,  and 
with  an  honest  desire  to  advance  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  Boston,  and  to  serve  faithfully  those 
who  have  committed  their  great  trust  to  our  care. 

\.  ich  a  firm  reliance  upon  God,  from  whom 
cometh  all  our  help,  we  enter  upon  our  labors, 
and  trust  that  they  may  not  be  in  vain.  Thank- 
ing you- again,  gentlemen,  and  wishing  you  all  a 
pleasant  and  happy  New  Year,  I  await  your  pleas- 
ure. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  a  message 
was  sent  to  the  Common  Council  that  the  Board 
was  organized,  and  a  recess  of  ten  minutes  was 
taken,  at  the  expiration  of  which  a  message  was 
received  from  the  Common  Council  that  they  had 
organized,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following : 

Ordeiea,  That  the  draft  of  the  new  city  charter, 
with  the  report  of  the  commissioners  thereon,  be 
referred  to  a  joint  special  committee  consisting  of 
three  members  of  this  Board,  with  such  as  the 
Common  Council  may  join,  and  that  said  commit- 
tee be  requested  to  report  as  early  as  practicable. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Aldermen  Clark, 
Quincy  and  O'Brien  appointed.    Sent  down . 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,    That   Aldermen ,  with 

such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  be  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report  what  disposi- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  several  topics  in  the 
Mayor's  inaugural  address. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Viles  ap- 
pointed said  committee.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  a  message 
was  sent  to  the  Common  Council  proposing  a 
joint  convention  for  the  choice  of  City  Clerk. 
Subsequently  a  message  was  received  that  the 
Council  had  coucerred,  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  the  Council  chamber. 

IN  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Morrison  resumed  the  chair  of  the  Common 
Council  on  the  dissolutton  of  the  joint  conven- 
tion, and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward 
t7,  a  ballot  for  President  was  ordered,  Messrs. 
Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11 
and  Cawley  of  Ward  2  being  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 71 

Necessary  to  a  choice % 

Halsev  J.  Baardman  of  Ward  14 70 

John  Q.  A.  Braekett  of  Ward  10 1 

And  Mr.  Boardman  was  declared  elected. 

Messrs.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  and  Wilson  of 
Ward  12  were  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
duct the  President  to  the  chair. 
On  taking  tbe  chair  President  Boardman  said- 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council — For  the 
honor  you  have  conferred  in  electing  me  to  pre- 
side over  your  deliberations  for  the  ensuing  year, 
you  will  accept  my  profound  acknowledgment-. 
To  designate  me  as  your  presiding  officer,  when 
there  are  so  many  of  your  number  certainly  not  less 
capable,  is  a  compliment  I  cannot  fail  toVppreci- 
ate.  In  accepting  I  am  not  unminoful  of  either 
the  responsibility  or  the  difficulties  of  the  position, 
and  I  appeai  to  you  now  as  I  always  shad  during 
my  term  of  office,  for  your  support,  your  coopera- 
tion and  your  forbearance.  I  regret  I  cannot 
promise  that  I  will  neither  commit  errors  nor 
make  mistakes,  but  I  pledge  to  you  honesty  of 
purpose,  sincerity  of  effort  and  impartiality  of 
action  in  the  discharge  of  all  duties  that  may  de- 
volve upon  me  here.  The  custom  which  prevails 
in  most  wards  of  our  city  of  enforcing  rotation  in 
the  election  of  members  of  the  Council,  com- 
bined with  other  causes,  has  deprived  us  of  the 
valuable     aid    of    a    'arge    number    who    were 
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members  during  the  past  year.  Yet  it  is 
a  matter  of  congratulation  that  so  many  of 
the  incoming  ana  new  members,  either  from 
previous  experience  here  or  from  ripe  business 
training,  are  admirably  fitted  to  fill  the  vacancies 
thus  created.  Not  the  least  difficult  and  delicate 
duty— a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  at  the  outset  of 
official  life— is  the  appointment  of  committees  up- 
on the  various  subjects  within  the  domain  of  the 
Council.  In  the  ever  widening  range  of  questions 
arising  here,  the  absolute  necessity  of  intelligent 
and  conscientious  committee  work  is  cleaily  ap- 
parent. In  the  committee  room  are  all  the  issues 
affecting  the  welfare  of  the  city  within  your  prov- 
ince substantially  devoloped.  When  a  matter  re- 
ceives the  approval  of  its  appropriate  committee, 
the  ratification  of  this  Council,  with  rare 
exceptions,  is  a  logical  sequence.  The  reason  tor 
such  a  course  is  obvious.  The  larger  portion,  if 
not  all,  the  members  of  this  assembly  are  engaged 
in  individual  and  personal  occupations.  They 
can  surrender  only  a  moiety  of  their  time  to  at- 
tention to  the  interests  of  the  city.  Even  if  this 
were  not  true,  no  individual  could  become  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  the  details  of  all  subjects 
that  are  presented  here  for  action,  since  the)  are 
multitudinous  in  number  and  often  complex  in 
character.  The  suggestion  is  old,  but  important, 
that  the  various  committees  should  realize  their 
responsibility  in  this  regard,  and  that  no  report 
should  ever  be  submitted  until  its  subject-matter 
has  been  fully  investigated  by  each  mem- 
ber of  such  committee,  so  that  not  only 
shall  the  conclusion  reached  be  certain  and  defi- 
nite, but  complete  information  can  be  furnished 
to  the  Council  when  desired.  While  each  suc- 
ceeding year  imposes  additional  labor  upon  this 
assembly,  commensurate  with  the  growth  of  our 
city,  yet  the  one  before  u-s  in  prospective  busi- 
ness, has  been  rarely  paralleled.  Two  subjects  of 
momentous  interest  will  claim  your  early  atten- 
tion—the drat  of  the  new  city  charter  and 
the  water  question,  transmitted  to  vou  in  only 
a  partially  solved  condition.  Both  demand  and 
should  receive  the  prompt  and  carefitl  consider- 
ation to  which  their  great  importance  entitles 
them.  Though  the  future,  to  the  thought- 
ful mind,  is  radiant  with  promise,  yet  it  is 
an  unwelcome  fact  that  the  immediate  outlook 
from  the  opening  of  the  current  year  is  not  so 
cheering  or  hopeful  as  in  many  years  that  are 
past.  Trade  is  depressed,  taxation  is  burden- 
some almost  without  precedent,  stagnation  per- 
vades many  great  enterprises,  labor  seeks  in  vain 
for  employment,  and  hunger  and  want  are  in  our 
midst.  Surely,  ne/er  before  was  a  wise  and  judi- 
cious management  of  public  affairs  more  desir- 
able ;  never  before  were  retrenchment  and 
economy,  so  far  as  consistent  with  our  highest 
interests,  more  loudly  called  for.  The  year 
upon  whose  threshold  we  now  stand  is 
memorable— memorable  as  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  our  national  life,  and  our  thoughts 
naturally  wander  back  and  awaken  memories  of 
the  founders  of  the  republic — men  famous  in  pro- 
claiming sound  principles  of  government  and 
equality,  famous  for  sturdy  and  uncompromising 
adheren/'.e  to  those  principles,  so  that  under  their 
benign  influence  moral  greatness  has  been  sup- 
plemented by  material  greatness,  and  every  citi- 
zen of  this  country  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe 
can  proudly  say,  "  I  am  an  American."  And 
the  important  part  that  this  city  bore  in 
the  achievement  of  national  existence— the 
statesmen  and  heroes  she  so  freely,  nay 
lavishly  lent  to  her  country  —  enables  every 
citizen  of  ours  to  say  with  not  unequal  pride, 
*'I  am  a  Bostonian."  But  it  is  not  enough  to  be 
heirs  of  a  glorious  past  to  fully  secure  this  result. 
The  present  must  be  guarded  with  sleepless 
and  never-wearying  vigilance.  And  to  this  end 
the  government  ot  this  city  should  be  one  in  the 
present  and  future,  as  in  the  past,  that  shall  com 
mand  confidence  and  respect— that  shall  combine 
high  moral  purpose  and  conception  with  wisdom 
and  foresight  and  action— that  shall  not  be  so 
exclusive  but  that  all  its  citizens  can  afford  to  re- 
main such  and  be  enriched  by  its  benefits  and 
share  in  its  historic  renown.  Gentlemen,  to  the 
advancement  of  all  the  interests  of  this  great  mu- 
nicipality I  invoke  with  confidence  your  pure 
motives  and  your  best  energies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  a  ballot  for 
Clerk  was  ordered,  Messrs.  Noyes,  Cawley.Cush- 
ing,  Kimball  and  Moley  being  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  they  re- 
ported as  follows : 


Whole  number  of  votes  cast T> 

NeceBsary  to  a  choice 37 

Washington  P.  Gregg 72 

And  Mr.  Gregg  was  declared  elected,  and  the  oaths 
of  office  were  administed  by  John  1\  Healy,  City 
Solicitor. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  was  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  convey  a  message  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  aud  inform  that  body  of  the 
organization  of  the  Council,  which  duty  he  per- 
formed. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  that  they  had  organized  and  elected 
John  T.  Clark  Chairman.    Placed  on  file. 

The  Mayor  and  Aldeimen  entered  the  chamber, 
and  a  joint  convention  was  held. 

IN  JOINT  CONVENTION. 

The  Mayor  presided  and  the  convention  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  a  City  Clerk,  Alderman 
Power  and  Couneilmen  Brackett  of  Ward  10  and 
Train  of  Ward  13  being  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  follows  ; 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast ss 

Necessary  to  a  choice 4:< 

Samuel  F.  McOleary 83 

James  M.  Bugbee ■> 

And  Mr.  McCleary  was  declared  elected. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Cleary by  the  Mayor,  and  the  convention  dis- 
solved. 

IN  HOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  Aldermen  Har- 
i  is  and  1 'ope  be  a  special  committee  to  examine 
the  rules  and  orders  of  1874  ami  report  what  altera- 
tions arc  required, 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  several  heads  of  departments 
and  Board  of  Direction  in  the  several  branches  of 
the  City  Government  be  authorized  to  submit 
their  annual  reports  in  print  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superinteneent  of  Printing. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Wrorthington,  Mondav, 
at  4  P.  M.,  was  fixed  as  the  time  for  the  regular 
weekly  meetings  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  the  members  of  this  Board,  with 
one  member  of  the  Common  Council  from  each 
ward,  be  a  committee  to  determine  and  pay  the 
allowances  of  State  aid  to  "families  of  disabled 
soldiers  and  the  families  of  the  slain,"  pursuant 
to  the  several  acts  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and 
that  said  committee  have  power  to  employ  a  pay- 
master and  such  clerical  assistance  as  may  be 
required  for  this  purpose. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

On  motion  a  special  committee  consisting  of 
Alderman  Power  and  Prescott,  with  such  as  the 
Council  may  join,  to  prepare  joint  rules  and  or- 
ders.   Sent  down. 

Adjourned  to  Thursdav  next  at  four  o'clock 
P.M. 

IN  COMMON  COUNCIL 

It  was  ordered, 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  That 
Thursday  next  at  8>/2  P.  M.be  assigned  as  the  time 
for  the  election  ot  Standing  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, aud  Messrs.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  Morrison 
of  Ward  9  and  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  nominate  candidates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — Messrs.  Page 
of  Ward  9,  Parker  of  Ward  14,  Wadsworth  of 
Ward  4,  Devereux  of  Ward  22  and  Felt  of  Ward 
11,  were  appointedthe  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Council  on  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — That 
Thursday  next  at  8  P.  M.,  be  assigned  as  the  time 
for  the  election  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
of  a  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Messrs. 
Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Wralbridge  of  Ward  12,  and 
Woods  of  Ward  8,  Goldthwalt  of  Ward  11,  and 
Collins  of  Ward  2,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
make  nominations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16 — That  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Common  Council  of  1874  be 
adopted  for  the  government  of  this  Council  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— That 
Messrs.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  Sprague  of  Ward  4, 
and  Train  of  Ward  13,  be  appointed  a  committee 
to  prenare  rules  and  orders  for  the  Common 
Council  of  1875. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— That  the 
joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  Citv  Council  of  1874 
be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  City 
Council  of  1875.    Sent  up. 


CITY       GOVERNMENT 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8,  that  Thurs- 
day, at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M.,  be  the  time  of  the  meot- 
ing  of  the  Council  until  otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetse-  of  Ward  10— That  his 
honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  his  address,  that  the  same  may  be  printed. 
Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mi'.  Day  of  Ward  1,  That  the  sev- 
eral joint  standing;  committees  be  directed  to  re- 
sume the  unfinished  business  of  the  year,  appro- 
priate to  such  committees,  and  all  such  business 
be  hereby  referred  accordingly.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1 — That  the 
Municipal  Register  be  piinted  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders, 
who  may  employ  such  assistance  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable ;  and  that  they  also  prepare  a 
pocket  edition  for  the  use  of  the  members.  Sent 
up. 

Mr.  Duggan  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order  that  the 
Clerk  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed  a  transcript 
of  the  journal  of  the  Councd  for  the  current  mu- 
nicipal year. 

Mr.  Crocker  suggested  that  the  full  proceedings 
are  published  in  the  Evening  Transcript  report 
and  copies  furnished  the  members;  and  that  the 
order  might  be  fully  considered  he  moved  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Duggan  said  it  was  the  order  usually  sub 
mitted  at  that  time,  and  he  hoped  it  would  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  the  order 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  special  committee  to  nomi- 
nate candidates  for  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 


tions. Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  BurJitt 
of  Ward  16,  who  said  it  was  an  unusual  order  to 
offer  at  this  time. 

Papers  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  concurrence,  as  follows: 

Order  apDointing  a  joint  special  committee  to 
consider  the  topics  in  the  Mayor's  message.  Pass- 
ed, and  Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Shaw  of 
Ward  5  and  Willcut  of  Ward  17  were  joined  on 
the  part  of  the  Council. 

Order  referring  the  report  on  the  new  city  char- 
ter ro  a  joint  special  committee.  Passed,  and 
Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7, 
Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Flynn  of  Ward  7  and  Crock- 
er of  Ward  6  joined  to  said  committee. 

Petitions  for  recounts  of  votes  for  Councilmen 
were  presented  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  Thomas 
Haney  of  Ward  7. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  citizens 
of  Ward  20. 

Bv  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  J.  W. 
Hobbsof  Ward  21. 

Bv  Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  Fred. 
Shunk  of  Waf  d  13. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions of  the  Common  Council. 

The  drawing  for  seats  proceeded  in  the  usual 
manner. 

The  President  announced  that  the  members 
were  invited  to  a  reception  to  King  Kalakaua,  in 
the  Aldermen's  chamber,  after  adjournment,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  the  Council 
adjourned  and  stands  adjourned  till  Thursday 
evening  next  at  7*4  o'clock. 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    7,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Railroad  Police  for  duty  at  Lowell  Railroad  De- 
pot—M.  T.  Donahoe,  L.  S.  Bean,  M.  V.  Cook,  John 
Carmichael.  Thomas  Young.    Several  confirmed. 

Mayor's  Clerk — James  L.  Hillard.    Sent  down. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITS'  OFFICERS. 

Inspector  of  Lighters.  Quarterly  report  for  Dec . 
31,1874 — Vessels  inspected,  254;  cargoes  of  same, 
19,211  tons;  fees  received,  $1675.75;  office  expenses, 
$39.02;  divided  by  incumbents,  $1636.73.  Sent 
down. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges.  Annual  reports 
were  received  from  Superintendents  of  Bridges, 
as  follows : 

Chelsea  Bridge — 5  vessels  have  passed  through 
the  draw  during  the  past  year. 

Federal-street  Bridge — 8764  vessels  have  passed 
through  the  draw. 

Broadway  Bridge — "Whole  number  of  vessels 
thiough  the  draw  from  Jan.  1  to  May  7  (when  it 
was  turned  off  to  be  rebuilt),  1131. 

Meridian-street  Bridge — 3020  vessels  have  passed 
through  the  draw— 2211  at  night,  819  during  the 
day. 

Dover-street  Bridge— 6287  vessels  have  passed 
through  the  draw. 

Severally  sent  down. 

Chief  of  Police.  Quarterly  report  to  Dec.  3t, 
1874— Arrests,  8073,  males, "  6582,  females,  1491, 
Americans,  2983,  foreigners,  5090,  committed,  5884; 
lodgers,  17,380,  males,  15,488,  females,  1792,  Ameri- 
cans, 6705,  foreigners,  10,575;  amount  of  property 
reported  stolen,  $33,539;  amount  of  property  re- 
covered, $24,331.11 ;  amount  of  fines  imposed  by 
the  courts,  $31,985;  imprisonment  by  the  same, 
572  years,  7  mouths;  expenditures  for* the  quarter, 
$214,734.49;  balance  of  appropriation  in  treasury, 
$248,900.23 ;  to'-al  appropriation,  $865,000. 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Quarterly  report  for 
Dec.  31,1874— Total  disbursements,  $21,524;  bal- 
ance on  hand,  $424 ;  total  applicants,  4050.  Sent 
c  own. 

Resignation.  Communication  from  Joseph  F. 
Paul,  lesigning  the  office  of  Warden  in  Ward  10. 
Placed  on  file. 

City  Clerk.  Communication  nominating  John 
T.  Priest  as  Assistant  City  Clerk.    Confirmed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Orders  for  the  printing  of  the  Municipal  Regis- 
ter; requesting  a  copy  of  tlie  Mayor's  address  for 
publication,  and  referring  all  unfinished  business 
in  the  hands  of  joint  standing  committees  to  the 
same  committees  when  appointed.  Severally 
passed. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  what  alterations  are  required  in  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  1874  to  adapt 
them  for  use  by  this  Board,  reported  that  the 
only  change  necessary  is  to  strike  from  section  23 
the  words  "City  Registrar's  Department,"  inas- 
much as  any  committee  on  that  department  is 
rendered  unnecessary  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  They  recommend  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Beard  of  Aldermen  of  1874.  ,as  printed  in  the 
Municipal  Register  of  that  year,  be  adopted  as  the 
rules  and  orders  for  the  government  of  this 
Board,  with  this  amendment :  Strike  out  from 
section  23  the  words  "City  Registrar's  Depart- 
ment."   Pas;- eel. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  following: 
Office  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  \ 
Boston,  Jan.  7, 1875.     I 
To   the   City    Council— The   Cochituate    Water 
Board,  that  it  may  provide  for  the  city  at  as  early 
a  day  as  practicable  an  adequate  and  .sure  supply 
of  water  for  domestic  and  manufacturing  uses, 
requests  that   appropriations   for   the  following 


specific  purposes  may  he  made,  the  amount  of 
each  being  the  sum  which  it  is  estimated  should 
be  spent  during  this  year : 

For  storage  basins  on  the  Sudburv  River $500,000 

For  construction  of  a  new  conduit 1,000,000 

For  an  addititional  siphon  pipe  across  Charles 
River  on  line  of  the  Cochituate  Aqueduct 30,000 

Total $1,530,000 

By  the  action  of  the  last  City  Council  the  Water 
Board  is  placed  in  a  peculiar  and  embarrassing  po- 
sition. It  is  authorized  to  take  the  Sudbury  River, 
turn  its  waters  into  Lake  Cochituate  and  to  buile 
storage  basins,  but  no  sufficient  provision  has 
been  made  for  meeting  the  cost  of  this  work,  and 
the  board  is  expressly  prohibited  from  taking  any 
land  for  a  new  conduit  and  from  incurring  any 
expense  thereon  which  would  exceed  the  present 
depleted  appropriation.  The  Water  Board  have 
heretofore,  in  various  reports  to  the  City  Council, 
called  the  attention  to  the  dangerous  condition  of 
the  existing  conduit  and  its  extreme  liability  to 
accident  (involving  a  short  supply  of  water)  ffom 
the  strain  put  upon  it  by  running  it  under  a  head. 

Messrs.  Kirkwood  and  Francis,  the  eminent  en- 
gineers employed  by  the  board  to  examine  it,  sav, 
"The  recent  examination  has  shown  very  clearly 
that  parts  of  the  conduit  are  now  unsafe  and  may 
fail  at  any  time,"  and  after  speaking  of  the  over- 
taxing of  the  conduit,  and  the  signs  of  weakness 
and  yielding  as  shown  by  the  opening  of  cracks  in 
the  brick  work,  the  most  dangeious  of  which  they 
recommend  repairing  and  making  safe  in  the 
spring  of  1875,  they  say — 

"The  conduit  cannot  be  thoroughly  overhauled 
and  repaired  until  an  independent  supply  of  wa- 
ter is  available  for  the  city  from  other  sources 
sufficient  to  admit  of  the  Cochituate  conduit  being 
relieved  from  duty  for  some  months.  Until  such 
an  opportunity  can  be  had  we  are  of  opinion  that 
it  should  not,  in  its  present  condition,  be  relied  on 
to  convey  more  than  17,000,000  gallons  in  any  one 
day." 

the  conduit  has  been  repaired  *n  as  thorough  a 
manner  as  the  limited  time  the  water  could  be 
kept  shut  off  would  permit,  but  nothing  has  been 
done  to  strengthen  it  at  the  weak  points  ;  yet  the 
Water  Board  is  obliged,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
supply,  to  run  much  more  than  17,000,000  gallons 
per  day  through  it.  In  asking  for  an  appropria- 
priation  of  SSO.OOO  for  an  additional  siphon  pipe 
across  Charles  River,  it  is  anticipated  that  it  may 
be  necessary,  before  anew  conduit  can  be  built,  to 
force  a  delivery  of  twenty  to  twenty-three  mil- 
lions of  gallons  per  day  through  the  "old  conduit 
by  running  it  under  a  three  or  four  foot  head  at 
the  upper  end.  Such  a  use,  or  rather  abuse  of  it. 
with  any  precautions  that  can  be  taken  against 
accident,  will  be  extremely  dangerous. 

It  will  be  seen  therefore"  that  the  Water  Board, 
acting  under  the  authority  at  present  granted  to 
it  by  the  City  Council,  cannot  provide  the  city 
with  an  ample  supply  of  water  except  at  a  great 
risk.  Storage  basins  on  the  Sudbury  will  be  of  no 
use  without  a  new  conduit  to  convey  the  water  to 
the  city. 

The  lake,  from  its  own  watershed  and  the  ordi- 
nary flow  of  the  river,  unaided  by  storage  basins, 
can  be  kept  at  a  height  that  will' provide  all  the 
water  the  conduit  can  safely  carry,  though  it 
should  be  understood  that  the  channel  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Lake  Cochituate.  and  the  dam  for  divert- 
ing the  water  from  the  river,  were  constructed  for 
temporary  purposes  only,  and  are  not  such  works 
upon  which  so  vital  an  "interest  as  thesupplj  of 
water  to  the  city  should  be  allowed  long  to  de- 
pend. 

To  secure  an  ample  supply  of  water, and  to  remove 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  board  labors ;  to  re- 
lieve it  from  the  necessity  of  refusing  to  allow  the 
u«c  of  water  for  many  purposes  that  would  in- 
crease the  prosperity  'and  give  a  new  impulse  to 
various  manufacturing  interests,  the  board  be- 
lieves the  construction  of  a  new  conduit  is  an  im- 
perative  necessity. 

In  view  of  the  careful  and  accurate  surveys  and 
investigations  which  have  been  made  by  tlie  City 
Engineer  and  his  assistants,  the  indorsement  or 
the  plans  by  Mr.  Chesorough.  under  whose  di- 
rection the  Cochituate  works  were  built,  the  prox- 
imity of  the  line  at  South  Natick  to  the  Charles 
River,  from  which  an  increased  supply  can  be 
obtained  if  necessary  in  the  future,  the  increased 
rate  of  inclination  above  that  of  the  Cochituate 
conduit  and  its  favorable  location  on  an  entirely  in- 
dependent line,  together  with  the  great  advantage 
of  having  all  the  plans  in  readiness  and  thus  bi  ing 
able  to  at  once  put  the  work  under  contract,  the 
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Water  Board  does  not  hesitate  to  reaffirm  its 
opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  city  w.ll  be  best 
subserved  by  the  construction  of  the  proposed 
conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir. 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  immediately 
commencing  the  work,  and  feeling  that  it  would 
be  remiss  in  its  duty  if  it  delayed  an  expression 
of  its  views,  the  Water  Bond  has  thus  early  in 
the  year  presented  its  request,  for  appropriations 
for  the  purposes  mentioned. 

Two  years  have  passed  away  since  this  question 
of  anew  water  supply  was  presented  to  the  City 
Council,  and  while  its  action  during  the  closing 
hours  of  the  past  year  has  averted  the  threatened 
calamity  of  a  water  famine,  the  responsibility  of 
keeping  uu  the  supply  by  increasing  the  strain 
upon  a  conduit  already  overtaxed  must  rest  upon 


it  untill  the  requisite  appropriations  and  authori- 
ty to  build  a  new  conduit  are  granted. 

Thos.  Gogin,  President. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins. 

JURY  LIST  TO  BE  REVISED. 

Alderman  Quiney  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  list  of  jurors  in  this  city  who 
are  qualified  to  serve  in  the  several  courts  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk  be  revised  by  this  Board,  and  be 
posted  in  the  Court  House  and  City  Hall,  and  be 
thereafterward  submitted  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil for  revision  and  acceptance  pursuant  to  law. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
adjourned. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    7,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardnian,  President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Thacher  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  conduct  Mr.  Edwards,  member  elect 
from  Ward  15,  to  the  City  Clerk  to  be  qualified, 
which  was  done,  and  Mr.  Edwaids  took  his  seat. 

The  President  announced  that  owing*to  the  un- 
avoidable abserce  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 
from  the  city,  he  had  appointed  Mr.  Kimball  of 
Ward  6  a  member  of  the  committee  to  nominate 
candidates  for  a  Finance  Committee  in  place  of 
Mr.  Perkins. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  the  Federal-street,  Chelsea, 
Meridian-street,  Dover-street  and  Broadway 
bridges;  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of 
State  Aid;  annual  report  of  the  Inspector  of 
Lighters.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Executive  communication  announcing  the  ap- 
pointment of  James  L.  Hillard  as  Mayor's  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 

Order  authorizing  the  annual  reports  of  city  of- 
ficers to  be  made  in  print.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  appointing  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen, with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may 
join,  a  Committee  on  State  Aid  to  Soldiers  and 
Sailors.  Read  twice  and  passed,  and  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  joined  to  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council:  Messrs.  Harrigan 
of  Ward  1,  Beut  of  Ward  2,  Murray  of  Ward  3, 
Whituiore  of  Ward  4,  Duggan  of  Ward  5,  Harmon 
of  Ward  6,  Ban y  of  Ward  7,  Hicks  of  Ward  8, 
Jaques  of  Ward  il.  Smith  of  Ward  10,  Pierce  of 
Ward  11,  Lappen  of  Ward  12,  Whiteomb.of  Ward 
13,  Hiscock  of  Ward  U,  Clark  of  Ward  15,  Lori.g 
of  Ward  16,  Curtis  of  Ward  17,  Moley  of  Ward  19, 
Trull  of  Ward  20,  Stacey  of  Ward  21,  and  Power  of 
Ward  22. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  Special 
Commiitee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Order-  of  the  City 
Cour.cil.  Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Sib- 
ley of  Ward  20,  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  and  Train  of 
Ward  13  joined  to  said  committee. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Aldermen  Clark, 
Power  and  Stebbins  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Aecounts  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men.   Placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS     PRESENTED    FOR    RECOUNT  OF   VOTES. 

By  Mr.  Walbridge  of  Ward  12 — Petition  of  Mar-  . 
tin    L.    Ham,    believing    that    he     was    elected 
from  W aid  12,  and  requesting  a   recount  of   the 
votes. 

By  Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 — Petition  of  Emery 
D.  Leighton,  believing  that  by  a  mistake  in  the 
returns  a  seat  was  givea  to  Frederick  Pease,  and 
requesting  a  recount  of  votes. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committe  on  Elections. 


ELECTION  OK  A   FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  for  the  committee  to 
nominate  candidates  for  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
Francis  H.  Peabociy,  Alexander  Beal,  John  Gold- 
thwait,  Eugene  H.  Sampson,  Levi  L.  Willcutt, 
Francis  Jaques  and  Curtis  Guild.  The  report  was 
accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mi.  Train  of  Ward  13 
the  Council  Proceeded  to  an  election,  Messrs. 
Train  of  Ward  13,  Sweetser  of  Wa-d  10,  and  Dav 
of  Ward  1  being  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.     They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  to  a  choice 35 

Francis  H.  1'eabody «9 

Alexander  Beal 69 

John  Uoldth wait 67 

Eugene  H.  Sampson 69 

Levi  L.  \\  illcutt 69 

Francis  Jaques 67 

Curtis  Guild 69 

H.  H.  Sprague i 

And  the  nominees  of  the  committee  were  declared 
elected.    Sent  up. 

AUDITOR'S    MONTHLY    EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit  for  January  5, 
1875  (City  Doc.  No.  4),  was  received  and  sent  up. 
Following  is  the  state  of  the  appropriations: 
Appropriations, 
Revenues,  etc.     Expended.       Unexpended. 

Geueral J18,944,99ll.61        $9,137,593.94        $4,KU7,3;:6.67 

Special 4,823,266.89  1,788,925.56  3,034,341.33 

$18,768,257.50      $10,926,519.50       $7,841,738.00 
Sent  up. 

ELECTION  OF  A  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  for  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  nominate  a  Committee  on  Accounts 
on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  election  of  Frederick 
Pease,  James  J.  Flynn,  John  Q.  A.  Brackett,  Amos 
L.  Noyes,  and  Edwin  A.  Woods. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Willcutt  of  Ward  17  the  Council  proceeded  to  an 
election,  Messrs.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Sampson  of 
Ward  10,  and  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  being  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
leported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 68 

Necessary  to  a  choice 35 

Frederick  Pease 68 

James  J.  Flynn 67 

J.  Q.  A.  Brackett 6S 

Amos  L.  Noyes 68 

Edwin  H.  Woods 68 

And  they  were  declared  elected. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

CONTESTED   SEATS. 

On  petition  of  Henry  A.  Sieveis  el  al.,  of  Ward 
20,  for  a  recount  of  votes  for  members  of  the 
Council  in  that  ward,  the  committee  report  that 
they  have  recounted  the  original  ballots  with  tbe 
following  result :  E.  J.  Trull  had  420;  Edwin  Sib- 
ley, 365;  John  H.  Dee,  356;  Eugene  Sullivan,  316; 
J  ames  H.  Phalen,  218;  James  F.  Dacev,  34;  Frank- 
lin Hopkins,  1;  Liverus  Hull,  2;  F.  Childs,2;H. 
F.  Dunnels.  1.    It  appears,  therefore,  that  Ezra  J . 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Trull  and  Edwin  Sibley,  who  now  occupy  seats  at 
this  hoard,  were  duly  elected. 

On  petition  of  Frederick  Shunk,  who  claimed 
the  seat  occupied  hy  Nathan  S.Wilbur  of  Ward  13, 
and  requested  a  recount  of  all  the  ballots  cast  for 
members  in  that  ward,  the  committee  report  the 
following  result  :  William  G.  Train  had  449  ; 
E.  D.  Whitcomb,  375  ;  George  J.  Coyle,  350  ; 
Nathan  S.  Wilbur,  276  ;  Nathan  S.  Wilbur,  74  ; 
Wilbur,  1;  Joseph  P.  Connoll,  301:  Martin  Lynch, 
325:  Fredk.  Shunk,  265;  Frederick  Schunk, 
24;  Frank  Schunk,  1;  W.  Elliot  Woodward ,  274 ; 
John  Osborne,  Jr.,  1 ;  Edward  J.  Long,  1 ;  Cyrus 
Hicks,  1 ;  Bradford  S.  Cressy,  1 ;  E.  C.  Kingsbury,  1 ; 
I  ierpont  Edwards,  1 ;  W.  G.  Thacher,  1;  Isaac  P. 
Clarke.  1.  Under  the  rules  which  govern  such 
cases  the  ballots  cast  for  Nathan  S.  Wilber  should 
be  counted  for  Nathan  S.  Wilbwr,  which  gives  him 
a  total  of  350;  and  the  ballots  cast  for  Frederick 
Schunk  should  be  counted  for  Frederick  Shunk, 
which  gives  him  a  total  of  289.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  Nathan  S.  Wilbur,  who  now  occupies  a 
seat  at  this  board,  was  duly  elected. 

On  petition  of  Joseph  W .  Hobbs  et  al.,  repre- 
senting that  they  believed  Francis  W.  Pray  was 
entitled  to  the  seat  occupied  Dy  John  Kelley,  and 
request  a  recount  of  the  votes  in  Ward  21,  the 
committee  report  the  following  result  of  a  re- 
count: John  Kelley  had  387;  John  F.  Kelley,  3; 
Francis  W.  Pray  had  341.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  John  Kelley,  who  received  the  certificate  of 
election,  and  now  occupies  a  seat  at  this  board, 
was  duly  elected. 

Severally  accepted. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY  MONUMENT. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  members  of  the  Common  Council 
be  appointed  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men may  join,  to  have  charge  of  t'e  erection  of 
,the  Army  and  Navy  Monument  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, as  provided  in  the  contract  with  Martin 
Mil  more. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  Trull  of  Ward  20,  and  Hiscock  of  Ward  14 
were  appointed  on  the  part  ot  the  Council.  Sent 
up. 

COMMITTEES  TO  NOMINATE  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Orders  were  offered  for  the  appointment  of  joint 
special  committees  to  nominate  city  officers, 
which  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed,  and 
the  committees  were  a  ppointed  as  follows  (the 
member  first  named  on  each  committee  having 
offered  the  order): 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries — Messrs.  Page 
of  Ward  9,  Guild  of  Ward  6,  Burgess  of  Ward  3. 

Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital— Messrs.  Brackett 
of  Ward  10,  Pierce  of  Ward  11,  Noyes  of  Ward  5. 

Members  of  Cochituate  Water  Board — Messrs. 
Woods  of  Ward  8,  Pease  of  Ward  1,  Sweetser 
of  Ward  10. 

City  Messenger — Messrs.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13, 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Day  of  Ward  1. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
— Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Peabody  of  Ward  9, 
Shaw  of  Ward  5. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters—Messrs. 
Collins  of  Ward  2,  Howes  of  Ward  11,  Cushman  of 
Wardl. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library— Messrs.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16,  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  Damon  of  Ward  12. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings— Messrs. 
Kingsbury  of  Ward  15,  Morrison  otWard  goings- 
ley  of  Ward  3. 

Superintendent  of  the  Several  Bridges — Messrs. 
Walbridge  of  Ward  12,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  7,  Os- 
borne of  Ward  8. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers — Messrs.  Thacher  of 
Ward  15,  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  Coyle  of  Ward  13. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery — Messrs.  Long 
of  Ward  8.  Felt  of  Ward  11,  Cushiiig  of  Ward  4. 


Superintendent  of  Streets — Messrs.  Osborne  of 
Ward  8,  Crocker  of  6,  Willcutt  of  Ward  17. 

City  Surveyor  (with  authority  to  report  to  either 
branch)— Messrs.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Smith  of 
Ward  10,  Day  of  Ward  1. 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions — Messrs.  Long 
of  Ward  8,  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  Wilbur  of  Ward  13. 
The  order  for  this  committee  was  taken  from  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  —Messrs. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  Dev- 
ereaux  of  Ward  22.  ffv  , 

Harbor  Master — Me=srs.  Woods  of  Ward  8, 
Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Sprague  of  Ward  4. 

Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery — 
Messrs.  Long  of  Ward  8,  Bent  of  Ward  2.  Newton- 
of  Ward  14. 

City  Engineer  (with  authority  to  report  to  either 
branch) — Messrs.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Goldthwait 
of  Ward  11,  Curtis  of  Ward  17. 

Severally  sent  up. 

Mr.  Devereaux  of  Ward  22  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  W.  H.  Kinsman  &  Co.,  eta?.,  merchants  and 
ship  owners,  representing  that  the  inspection  of 
ballast  is  not  properly  attended  to,  and  asking  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  com- 
petency of  candidates  for  office,  and  that  none 
may  be  appointed  until  their  competency  is 
shown;  also  petition  of  William  S.  Battis'tbat 
he  may  be  appointed  one  of  said  inspectors. 

Severally  referred  to  the  committee  to  nominate 
Inspectors  of  Lighters  and  sent  up. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  five  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join,  be  appointed  to  constitute  the  Committee 
on  the  Northampton-street  District,  with  authori- 
ty to  exercise  all  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  of  the  City  Council  on  the 
Northampton-street  District  for  the  year  1874. 

Read  twice  and. passed,  and  Messrs.  Train  of 
Ward  13,  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Parker  of  Wari  14, 
Sampson  of  Ward  10,  and  Harmon  of  Ward  6,  were 
appointed  on  said  committee.    Sent  up. 

THE  DEDHAM-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Tram  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following ; 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  be  requested  to 
consider  and  report  what  action,  if  any,  should  be 
taken  by  the  city  in  relation  to  raising  the  grade 
of  the  Swett-ftreet  District,  so  called. 

Mr.  Flynu  of  Ward  7 — It  appears  to  me  that  that 
matter  belongs  properly  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets.  WTe  have  no  authority  to  fill  that  ter- 
ritory at  this  time;  and  as  the  city  has  already 
laid  out  that  street,  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  have  no  objection,  as  it 
is  merely  a  preliminary  matter.  I  supposed  it 
was  proper  to  put  in  the  order  for  the  committee 
to  see  whether  it  was  expedient  to  do  the  work. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — That  matter  is  already  in 
the  hands  of  (he  Committee  on  Streets,  and  con 
tracts  will  be  made  very  soon  for  building  that 
street,  and  of  course  that  would  be  the  proper 
committee  to  refer  it  to. 

Mr.  Train  withdrew  the  order. 

THE  COMMON  COUNCIL     ANTEROOM. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  ante- 
room of  the  Common  Council  be  instructed  to  ad- 
mit no  one  unless  a  member  of  the  Council,  or 
properly  introduced,  while  this  body  is  in  session. 

Mr.  Train  explained  that  there  was  generally 
considerable  property  left  in  the  anteroom,  ami 
as  there  are  times  when  the  officer  in  charge  may 
be  called  away,  it  was  proper  to  give  him  the  in- 
structions. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
adjourned. 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    11,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
His  Honor  Mayor  Cobb  in  the  chair. 

THU  STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  Chair  announced  the  appointment  of  the 
following  standing  committees : 

Standing  Committees  of  the  Board. 

Bridges — Aldermen  Power,  Harris  and  Viles. 

County  Accounts — Aldermen  Harris,  Stebbins 
and  Quincy. 

Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Buildings — Aldermen 
Prescott,  Clark  and  Pope. 

Lamps — Aldermen  Stebbins,  Quincy  and  Bur- 
rage. 

Licenses— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Stebbins  and 
Viles. 

Markets,  Weights  and  Measures — Aldermen 
Prescott,  Worthington  and  Harris. 

Paving — Aldermen  Power,  Bigelow  andBurrage. 

Police— Aldermen  Clark,  Burrage  and  Bigelow. 

Sewers — Alcterrnen  Harris,  Power  and  Viles. 

Streets— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris  and  Worthing- 
ton. 

Steam  Engines  —  Aldermen  Power,  Viles  and 
O'Brien. 

Joint  Standing  Committees. 

Armories — Aldermen  Worthington,  Quincy,  and 
O'Brien. 

Assessors'  Department — Aldermen  Harris,  Steb- 
bins and  Pope. 

Bathing — Aldermen  Power,  Prescott  and  Pope. 

Claims — Aldermen  Worthington,  Quincy  and 
O'Brien. 

Common,  etc.— Aldermen  Clark,  Power  and 
Quincy. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Aldermen  Viles,  Stebbins 
and  Burrage. 

Engineer's  Department — Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Prescott. 

Eire  Department; — Aldermen  Quincy  and  Bige- 
low. 

Fuel — Aldermen  Pope  and  O'Brien. 

Harbor — Aldermen  Burrage  and  Harris. 

Health— Aldermen  Wortbington  and  Viles.- 

City  Hospital — Aldermen  Burrage  and  O'Brien. 

Public  Institutions— Aldermen  WoitLington, 
Prescott  and  Pope. 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery — Aldermen  Burrage  and 
Bigelow. 

Legislative  Matters— Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Worthington. 

Ordinances—  Aldermen  Quincy,  Bigelow  and 
O'Brien. 

Overseers  of  Poor — Alieimen  Viles  and  Harris. 

Public  Buildings— Aldermen  Prescott,  Clark  and 
Pope. 

Public  Instruction— Aldermen  Prescott,  Worth- 
ington and  Quincy. 

Public  Lands- Aldermen  O'Brien,  Stebbins  and 
Pope. 

Printing — Aldermen  Power  and  Worthington. 

Public  Library — Aldermen  Quincy,  Prescott  and 
Bigelow,  * 

Salaries— Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Prescott. 

Streets — Aldermen  Clark,  Harris  and  Worthing- 
ton. 

Surveyor's  Department— Aldermen  O'Brien  and 
Burrage. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildiugs — Aldermen 
Pope,  Power  and  Viles. 

Treasury  Department— Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Burrage. 

Water— Aldermen  Stebbins,  Clark  and  Bigelow. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  Lamb,  for  additional  compensation 
in  the  matter  of  widening  Shawmut  avenue  be- 
tween Lenox  and  Roxbury  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board..  James  N.  Cowin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooaen  stable  for  one  horse  on  Princeton 
street,  No.  19,  Ward  1. 

John  Trainer,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Foundry  street,  No.  150. 

Mellen  F.  Doten,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Woodville 
square,  Highlands. 


E.  A.  Noyes,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  for  100 
horses  at  5-7  North  Centre  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance.  Francis 
A.  Hall,  to  be  paid  the  value  of  certain  coupons 
of  city  stock  alleged  to  have  been  lost. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  L.  M.  Wood, 
to  be  compensated  for  injuries  sustained  by  his 
child  while  in  attendance  at  the  Fianklin  School. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Ann  P.  Crisp  et 
al.,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for  Eden-street 
sewer. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  E.  L.  Penniman's 
heirs,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Central 
street. 

E.  W.  James  et  al.,  that  the  thirty-third  location 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  in  Charles  street  be 
revoked. 

C.  Tilden,  Jr.,  for  the  grade  of  Culvert  street, 
between  Cabot  and  Tremont  streets. 

Michael  C.  Flusk,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Field's  Corner. 

George  H.  Mandell  et  al.,  that  a  retaining  wall 
be  built  at  the  end  of  Berwick  park. 

Abbott  Lawrence,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damagres 
to  estate  No.  13  Cornhill. 

John  O'Hare,  for  the  grade  of  Knowlton  street. 

George  H.  Burditt  et  al.,  that  Corey  street  he 
graded. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers — Charles  H.  Rice,  Daniel 
N.  Gannon,  Morgan  Chapel  and  its  vicinity;  Reu- 
ben S.  Hunt,  Sudbury  and  LTnion  streets  and  their 
vicinity. 

Constable — Kinds  R.  Darling. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  South 
Boston  Railroad,  accepting  the  location  granted 
Dec.  21, 1874.    Placed  on  file. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Request  for  better  accom- 
modations for  school  for  deaf  mutes.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  and  sent 
down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  December.    Sent  down. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges.  Annual  reports 
were  received  as  follows: 

Warren  Bridge — Draw  opened  6768  times. 

Chelsea  Bridge— Draw  opened  2334  times. 

Charles  Kiver  Bridge — Draw  opened  8998  times. 

Severally  sent  down. 

STEAM   ENGINE. 

The  petition  of  Joseph  W.  Greenleaf,  for  leave 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  of  six-horse 
power  at  the  corner  of  Albany  and  East  Canton 
streets,  was  considered,  on  an  "order  of  notice  to 
all  parties  objecting.  No  one  appeared  to  object, 
and  the  petition  was  referied  to  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEES. 

Orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special 
committees  to  nominate  city  officers  and  num- 
bers of  the  boards  of  direction  were  received 
from  the  other  branch,  passed  in  concurrence, 
and  the  committees  joined  as  follows: 

To  Nominate  Superintendents. 

Common — Aldermen  Clark  and  Prescott. 

Public  Buildings — Aldermen  Clark  and  Viles. 

Bridges — Aldermen  Viles  and  Burrage. 

Sewers — Aldermen  Power  and  Bigelow. 

Streets — Aldermen  Bun  age  and  O'Brien. 

Public  Lands— Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Pope. 

City  Surveyor — Aldermen  Worthington  aud  Bur- 
rage. 

City  Engineer— Aldermen  Prescott  and  Steb- 
bins.' 

Harbor  Master— Aldermen   Harris  and  O'Brien. 

City  Messenger — Aldermen  Power  and  Prescott. 

To' Nominate  Members  of  the  following  Boards: 
Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries — Aldeimen  Viles 

and  Worthington. 
Trustees  of  City  Hospital— Aldermen  Clark  and 

Harris. 
Trustees  of  Public  Library    Aldermen    Bigelow 

and  Worthington. 
Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery— Aldermen  O'Brien 

and  Pope. 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions— Aldermen  Quin- 
cy and  Harris. 
Cochltuate  Water  Board— Aldermen  Stebbins  aud 

Quincy. 
Commissioners  on  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery— Alder- 
men Pope  and  O'Brien. 
Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters — Alderman 

Hauls  aud  Barrage. 
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PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Certificate  of  election  of  Committee. on  Finance. 
Placed  on  file. 

Tetitions  of  W.  H.  Kinsman  et  at,,  and  W.  S. 
Battis.    Refeived. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee (Messrs.  I<Tynn,  Trull  and  Hiscock  to  be 
joined)  on  the  subject  of  the  army  and  navy  mon- 
ument. Passed,  and  Aldermen  Pope  and  Quincy 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Order  for  .appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee (Messrs.  Train,  Noyes,  Barker  Sampson  and 
Harmon  to  be  joined)  on  the  improvement  of  the 
Northampton-street  district.  Passed,  and  Alder- 
men Stebbins,  O'Brien  and  Pope  appointed  on 
said  committee. 

ANNUAL,  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  LAMPS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  for  1874  (City  Doc.  No.  5)  was  received  and 
sent  down. 

The  price  paid  for  gas  for  public  lamps  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

City  proper,  five-sixth  of  one  cent  per  hour,  or 
$ 2.08%  per  thousand  feet. 

South  Boston,  one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2.58  per 
thousand  feet. 

East  Boston,  one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2.50  per 
thousand  feet. 

Roxbury,  one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2.50  per  thou- 
sand feet. 

Dorchester,  one  and  two-tenths  of  one  cent 
per  hour,  or  $3.00  per  thousand  feet. 

Brookline,  one  and  one-tenth  of  one  cent  per 
hour,  or  $2.75  per  thousand  feet. 

Brighton,  one  and  one-tenth  of  one  cent  per 
hour,  or  $2.75  oer  thousand  feet. 

West  Roxbury,  one  and  two-tenths  of  one  cent 
per  hour,  or  $3.00  per  thousand  feet. 

Chailestown,  one  cent  per  hour,  or  $2.50  per 
thousand  feet. 

The  department  employs  125  men  and    there  are 
no  supernumerary  men,  and  there  are  9340  public 
lamps  iu  the  whole  city. 
The  balance  of  appropriation  on   hand  from 

1873,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1874,  was $125,925.35 

There  was  expended  during  the  remainder  of 

the  financial  year J20.685.81 


The  balance  unexpended  and  transferred  to 

other  appropriations  was. . .  $5,*39.54 

The  appropriation  for  the  financial  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  April  next,  was $455,500.40 

Amount  expended  to  date 319,959.97 

Balance  unexpended $135,540.03 

An  amount  sufficient  to  meet  all  anticipated  ex- 
penditures of  the  department  for  the  remainder 
of  the  financial  year. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  POLICE. 

The  annual  report  of  the  chief  of  police  (City 
Doc.  No.  G)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

There  are  tow  in  the  department  004" men,  rank 
and  file,  the  general  divisions  being  the  central 
office  in  City  Hall,  and  fifteen  divisions. 

The  work  of  the  police  i\,r  the  year  is  thus 
classified : 

Arrests 29,799 '  Lodgers 58.449 

Males 23,763  Males 41 ,486 

Females 6,036  Females 6,968 

Americans 10,9t;7  Americans 22,4i4 

Foreigners 18,802  Foreigners 36,025 

Non-residents 5,961 1  Non-residents 46.501 

Minors 5.422!  Minors 8,008 

Committed 20,862 1 

Amount  of  property  taken  from  prison- 
ers and  lodgers  and  restored  to  them. ..  $69,608.24 
Amount  of  property  reported  stolen  in 

the  city $78,485.00 

Amount  of    property   recovered   which 

was  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city $86,150.53 

Amount  of  fines  imposed  by  the  courts.. .  $73,559.00 

Amount  of  imprisonment  by  the  same..  .2135  yrs.8  mos 
Number  of  days' attendance  in  court  by 

officers 16,916 

Amount  of  witness  fees  earned  by  them.  $19,282.07 

Amount  received  for  dog  licenses $13,052.50 

The  largest  items  in  the  nature  of  crime  are — 
assault  and  battery,  2156;  common  drunkards, 
340;  disorderly,  6198:  disturbing  the  peace,  419; 
drunkenness,  11,892;  fornication,  111;  fraud.  102: 
gambling,  83;  gaming  on  the  Lord's  Day,  159; 
housebreaking,  71;  idle  and  disorderly,  227;  in- 
sane, 214;  simple  larceny,  1348;  felonious  larceny, 
659;  malicious  mischief ,  321;  night  walking,  127; 
shopbreaking,  232;  suspicion  of  larceny,  353;  sus- 
picious persons,  1490;  violation  of  liquor  law,  23; 
violation  of  Sunday  law,  212 ;  violation  of  city  or- 
dinances, 540. 


Of  the  prisoners  11.096  were  born  in  the  United 
States,  1155  in  the  British  Provinces,  118  in  Cana- 
da, 14,680  in  Ireland,  1161  in  England,  534  in  Ger- 
many, 417  in  Scotland. 

All  the  improvements  made  in  the  department 
during  the  year  are  recited  and  commended  for 
their  efficient  working. 

Of  the  lodgers  22,578  were  natives  of  the  United 
States,  3184  of  the  British  Provinces,  280  of  Cana- 
da, 24,108  of  Ireland,  4916  of  England,  337  of 
France,  727  of  Germany,  and  1554  of  Scotland. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  REFERRED. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  several  standing  committees 
of  this  Board  resume  the    unfinished  business  of 
the  last  year  whioh  is  appropriate  to  said  commit- 
tees, and  which  is  hereby  referred  accordingly. 
Passed. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following: 

The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
respectfully  request  that  section  7  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  December  12,  1862,  in  relation  to  this 
board  (see  Laws  atd  Ordinances,  1869,  page  403), 
.may  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  following 
words : 

'•When  the  supplies  or  materials  to  be  obtained 
exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  $300,  the  board  shall 
advertise  in  the  newspapers  employed  by  the  city 
to  publish  its  advertisements  for  sealed  proposals 
to  furnish  such  supplies  or  materials,  describing 
particulaily  the  quality  and  quantity  required, 
and  the  times  and  places  of  delivery.  Such  pro - 
po-als  as  may  be  received  shall  be  opened  at  a 
public  meeting  of  the  board  and  the  contracts 
snail  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder:  pro  vided, 
the  board  shaU  deem  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city,  and  the  pel  sou  contracting  shall  furnish  sat- 
isfactory security  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  contract." 

The  directors  also  further  request  that  section 
8  of  the  same  ordinance,  may  be  so  amended  as 
to  require  from  theboard  an  annual  report  only. 
•   J.  P.  Bradlee,  President. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  sent  down. 

REFERENCE  OF  TOPICS    IN  THE  MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  consider  what  disposition  shall  be  made 
of  the  several  topics  in  the  Mayor's  address,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  orders.  In  presenting  the  order 
requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  authority  to 
take  lands  for  parks,  the  committee  express"  no 
opinion  upon  the  expediency  of  establishing  pub- 
lic parks  at  this  time ;  but  they  desire  to  briug  the 
question  directly  before  the  City  Council  in  sea- 
son to  secure  legislative  action  at  this  session  if  it 
should  be  deemed  advisable: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
as  relates  to  a  reorganization  of  the  police  force 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
,  as  relates  to  the  preparation  of  a  general  plan 
for  street  improvement  m  the  outlying  sections  of 
the  city  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Ordered  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address  as 
relates  to  the  Law  Department  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances;  that  so 
much  as  relates  to  an  additional  supply  of  pure 
water  be  referred  to  the  Joiiit  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Water;  and  that  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
public  institutions  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
as  relates  to  the  census  and  the  divi-ion  of  the 
w  ards  in  this  city  be  referred  to  a  joint  special 
committee,  consisting  of  two  Aldermen  and  three 
Councilmen. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Quincy  and  "Viles  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  appoint  three  commissioners  to  investigate 
and  report  (1)  upon  the  quality  and  price  of  the 
gas  furnished  in  this  city,  as  compared  with  other 
large  cities  in  this  country  and  Europe;  (2) 
whether  any  improvements  can  be  made  in  the 
present  methods  of  manufacturing  gas  by  the 
different  companies  in  this  city;  (3)  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  for  the  city  to  undertake  the 
manufacture  and  supply  of  gas   for  public  and 
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private  lighting;  and  (4)  whether  any  fur- 
ther legislation  is  desirable  to  enable  gas  consum- 
ers, or  the  municipal  authorities,  to  secure  a 
prompt  and  impartial  investigation  of  complaints 
against  private  companies,  and  an  efficient  rem- 
edy f ov  any  abuses  of  which  they  may  oe  found 
guilty;  said  commissioners  to  serve  without  com- 
pensation, the  personal  and  clerical  expenses  in- 
curred by  them  in  making  the  investigations  to 
be  paid,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  from 
the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passege  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
purchase,  or  otherwise  take,  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out 
public  parks;  and  also  authorizing  the  assess- 
ment of  betterments  upon  the  adjoining  lands 
benefited  by  the  establishment  of  such  parks. 

Read  once,  and  specially  assigned,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Stebbins,  to  Monday  next  at  five 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
as  relates  to  the  Centennial  Celebrationbe  referred 
to  a.  joint  special  committee,  consisting  of  two* 
Aldermen  and  three  Councilmen. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Harris  and  Stebbins  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee.    Sent  down. 

THE  FARM  POND  CONDUIT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  request  of 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation 
of  $1,530,000,  for  a  new  conduit,  a  new  siphon,  and 
for  construction  of  storage  basins  on  Sudbury 
River  (City  Doc.  No.  7),  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Vf  ater  and  sent  down. 


THE  POST-OFFICE  SQT/ABE. 

Alderman  Clark  presented  various  petitions 
that  the  name  of  Post  Office  square  be  changed  to 
Farragut  square,  and  on  his  motion  it  was  vbted 
to  give  the  petitioners  a  hearing  before  the  full 
Board  on  Monday  next,  at  half-past  four  o'clock. 
The  petitions  presented  were  as  follows: 

A.  H.  Rice  and  others,  merchants; 

John  Simmons  and  others,  abutters  and  owners ; 

General  Burt,  postmaster ; 

Loyal  Legion,  TJ.S. ; 

IT.  S.  sailors  and  marines  residing  in  this  dis- 
trict ; 

Admiral  Steedman  and  other  naval  officers  re- 
siding in  Boston ; 

Citizens  of  Charlestown  District; 

Judge  Devens  et  al.,  members  of  Grand  Army 
of  thj  Republic. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  announced  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  of  this  Board  had  organized 
by  the  election  of  Alderman  Clark  as  chairman. 

.LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Amusement  License  Granted — Leathe,  Clark  & 
Co.,  to  give  entertainments  at  Institute  Hall; 
Frank  Eckland  et  al.,  to  give  concert  at  Wait's 
Hall,  Jan.  25. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— D.  C.  Sisson  &  Co.,  22 
School  street ;  John  R.  Wolston,  Chelsea  street 
(lenewal). 

Billiard  License  Granted — Valentine  Harding, 
73  Dover  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    14,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock  P.  M, ,  Halsev  J.  Boardman,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

THE  WARD   ONE  CONTESTED  SEAT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  Mr.  Page  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Elections,  on  petition  of  Emery 
D.  Leighton,  for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  for 
himself  and  Frederick  Pease,  that  the  result  of  a 
recount  shows  that  Emery  D.  Leighton  had  855 
votes  and  Frederick  Pease  had  844  votes,  and  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Leighton  is  entitled  to  the  seat 
now  occupied  hy  Mr.  Pease.  The  committee  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  resolu- 
tion : 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  a  recount  of  the  origi- 
nal ballots  cast  at  the  last  municipal  election  in 
Ward  1,  that  Emery  D.  Leighton  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  from  said  ward, 
in  place  of  Frederick  T*ease,  who  received  a  certi- 
ficate of  election ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Emery  D.  Leighton  is  entitled 
to  the  seat  at  this  Board  now  occupied  by  Fred- 
erick Pease. 

The  resolve  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

MEMBERS  SWORN  IN. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  was  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  conduct  Messrs.  Peabody  of 
Ward  9  and  Leighton  of  Ward  1  before  the  Mayor 
to  be  qualifie1,  which  was  done,  and  those  gentle- 
men took  the  seats  assigned  them. 

THE  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Orders  for  the  appointment  of  the  joint  stand- 
ing committees  were  received,  read  twice  and 
passed  in  concurrence,  and  the  President  an- 
nounced the  members  thereof  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Before  announcing  the  committees  the  Presi- 
dent said — 

A  very  brief  explanation  before  announcing  the 
members  of  the  joint  standing  committees  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council  may  not  be  inap- 
propriate. By  common  consent  there  are  only 
very  few  committees  within  the  province  of  the 
Chair  to  appoint  at  this  time  wbich  are  regarded 
as  desirable,  and  it  is  usual  when  a  member 
desires  to  be  upon  any  committee  it  is  one 
where  there  is  a  large  amount  of  work  com- 
ing within  the  domain  of  that  committee.  It 
has  always  been  regarded  that  seniority  in  office 
or  previous  service  on  some  committtes,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  different  sections  of  th? 
city  should  be  taken  into  account  in  making  the 
selection.  It  is  therefoie  out  of  the  question  that 
every  member  should  be  recognized  upon  impor- 
tant committees,  but  the  Chair  has  been  governed 
by  tie  considerations  which  have  been  stated, 
and  the  members  may  judge  for  themselves  of  the 
satisfaction  he  may  have  given.  He  is  satisfied, 
however,  that  he  has  tried  laboriously  to  be  gov- 
erned by  those  considerations  as  well  as  the  pecu- 
liar fitness  of  the  members  for  the  various  posi- 
tions to  which  they  have  been  assigned.  Inas- 
much as  there  are  not  enough  committees  to  be 
appointed  at  this  time  to  allow  each  member  to 
be  uoon  more  than  two  committees,  the  Chair  has 
appointed  no  one  member  upon  more  than  two 
committees,  and  he  has  also  made  no  member 
chairman  of  more  than  one  committee. 

The  several  joint  standing  committees,  as  thus 
completed,  are  appended : 

Joint  Standing  Committees. 

Armories— Aldermen  Worthington.  Quincv  and 
O'Brien  ;  Councilmen— Trull  of  Ward  20,  Hiscock 
of  Warn  14,  Woods  of  Ward  8,  Barry  of  Ward  7, 
Rice  of  Ward  19. 

Assessors'  Department — Aldermen  Harris,  Steb- 
bins  and  Pope;  Councilmen— Burgess  of  Ward  3, 
Kingsbury  of  Ward  15,  Harrigan  of  Ward  1,  Cur- 
tis of  Ward  17,  and  Hicks  of  Ward  8. 

Bathing— Aldermen  Power,  Prescott  and  Pope; 
Councilmen—  Walbridge  of  Ward  12,  Parker  ot 
Ward  14,  Mooney  of  Ward  2,  Harmon  of  Ward  G 
and  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  7. 


Claims— Aldermen  Worthington,  Quincy  and 
O'Brien;  Councilmen— Thacher  of  Ward  15, 
Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  Train 
of  Ward  13,  and  Kimball  of  Ward  6. 

Common,  etc.— Aldermen  Clark,  Power  and 
Quincy;  Councilmen— Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Collins  of 
Ward  2,  Guild  of  Ward  6,  Edwards  of  Ward  15, 
and  dishing  of  Ward  4. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Aldermen  Viles,  Stebbins 
and  Burrage;  Councilmen  Day  of  Ward  1,  Bent 
of  Ward  2,  Newton  of  Ward  14,  Felt  of  Ward  11, 
and  Lappen  of  Ward  12. 

Engineer's  Department— Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Prescott;  Councilmen  Curtis  of  Ward  17,  Murray 
of  Ward  3,  and  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  7. 

Fire  Department— Aldermen  Quincv  and  Bige- 
low; Councilmen  Smith  of  Ward  10,  Howes  of 
Ward  11,  and  Collin^  of  Ward  2. 

Fuel— Aldermen  Pope  and  O'Brien  ;  Councilmen 
Lappen  of  Ward  12,  Kingsley  of  Ward  3,  and  Moo- 
ney of  Ward  2. 

Harbor— Aldermen  Burrage  and  Harris;  Coun- 
cilmen Anderson  of  Ward  3,  Duagan  of  Ward  5, 
and  Whitcomb  of  Ward  13. 

Health — Alderman  Worthington  and  Viles; 
Couucilmen  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Flynn  of  Ward  7, 
and  Sibley  of  Ward  20. 

City  Hospital— Aldei men  Burrage  and  O'Brien; 
Councilmen  Jaqufis  of  Ward  9,  Clarke  of  Ward  15, 
a  ad  Howes  of  Ward  11. 

Public  Institutions — Aldermen  Worthington, 
Prescott  and  Pope ;  Councilmen  Woods  of  Ward  8, 
Beal  of  Ward  16,  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  Bui^s  of 
Ward  3,  and  Damon  of  Ward  12. 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery— Aldermen  Burrage  and 
Bigelow;  Councilmen  Newton  of  Ward  14,  Perkins 
of  Ward  16,  and  Osborne  of  Ward  8. 

Legislative  Matters— Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Worthington  ;  Councilmen  Brackett  of  Ward  10. 
Shaw  of  Ward  5,  and  Wilson  of  Ward  12. 

Ordinances — Aldermen  Quincy,  Bigelow  and 
O'Brien;  Corncilmen  Kimball  of  "Ward  6,  Crocker 
of  Ward  6,  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  Sprague  of  Ward 
4,  and  Pierce  of  Ward  11. 

Over-eers  of  Poor — Aldermen  Viles  and  Harris; 
Councilmen  Barry  of  Wari  7,  Sweetser  of  Ward 
10,  and  Day  of  Ward  1. 

Public  Buildings — Aldermen  Prescott,  Clark 
and  Pope ;  Councilmen  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  Morri- 
son of  Ward  9.  Cushman  of  Ward  1,  Wilbur  of 
Ward  13,  and  Stacey  of  Ward  21. 

Public  Instruction — Aldermen  Prescott,  Worth- 
ington and  Quincv;  Pi  esideut  of  the  Council,  ese- 
qfficio,  andMessis.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Willcutt  of 
Ward  17,  Loriug  of  Ward  16,  and  Cnshiug  of 
Ward  4. 

Public  Lands — Aldermen  O'Brien,  Stebbins  and 
Pope  ;  Connciluien  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  Sibley  of 
Ward  20,  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11,  Molev  of  Ward 
19.  and  Clarke  of  Ward  15. 

Printing— Aldennei  Power  and  Worthington; 
Councilmen  Wadsworth  of  Ward  4.  Kingsbury 
of  Ward  15,  and  Duggan  of  Ward  5. 

Public  Library — Aldermen  Quincy.  Prescott  and 
Bigelow;  Councilmen  S-prague  of  Ward  4,  Fi-lt  of 
Ward  11,  Guild  of  Ward  6,  Loring  of  Ward  16,  and 
AThitmore  of  Ward  4. 

Salaries  —  Al  leimen  Stebbins  and  Prescott: 
Councilmen  Cushman  of  Ward  1.  Audersou  of 
Ward  3.  and  Walbridge  of  Ward  12. 

Streets— Ald.-i men  Clark,  Harris  and  Worth- 
ington; Councilmen  Flvnu  of  Ward  7.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Willcutt  of  Ward  17, 
and  Caw  ley  of  Ward  2. 

Surveyor's  Department — Aldermen  O'Brien  and 
Burrage*;  Councilmen  Long  of  Ward  s.  Walsh  of 
Ward  5,  and  Coyle  of  Ward  13. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Aldermen 
Pope.  Power  and  Vile.-:  Councilmen  Cawlev  of 
Ward  2,  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11.  Morrison  of 
Ward  9,  Smith  of  Ward  10.  and  Long  of  Ward  8. 

Treasury  Department — Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Barrage;  Councilmen  Peabortv  of  Ward  9.  Parker 
of  Ward  14,  and  Osborne  of  Ward  8. 

Water — Aldermen  Stebbins.  Clark  and  Biselow: 
Councilmen  Sweetser  of  Ward  10.  Wilbur  of  Ward 
13,  Wilson  of  Ward  12,  Edwards  of  Ward  16,  and 
Leiglnon  of  Ward  1. 

Standing  Committees  of  the  Common  Council. 
Police — Messrs.  Molev  of  Ward  19.  Pevereaux  of 
Ward  22,  Murray  (if  Ward  .;.  Whitcomb  of 
Ward  13,  and   Power  of  Ward  22. 

Paving— Messrs.  Beal  of  Ward  16.  Harrigan  of 
Ward  1.'  Pierce  <f  Ward  11,  Kelli  y  of  Wsrd  21, 
and  Walsh  of  Ward  5. 

Judiciary— Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6.  Crock* r 
of  Ward  f>.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  Sprague  of 
Ward  4.  and  Pierce  of  Ward  11. 
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PAPERS     FROM     THK     BOARD     OP     ALDERMEN   FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  superintendents  of  Warren, 
Charles-River,  Washington-avenue  and  Chelsea 
bridges;  annual  reports  of  tlie  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  and  Chief  of  Police,  and  report  of  fires 
and  alarms  for  December.  Severally  placed  on 
file. 

Request  of  School  Committee  for  better  accom- 
modations for  school  for  deaf  mutes;  petitions  of 
L.  M.  Wood  and  F.  A.  Hall,  and  requests  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  for  change  in  or- 
dinance relating  to  that  department,  and  of  Co- 
chituate  Water  Board'  for  an  appropriation  to 
build  storage  reservoirs  on  Sudbury  River  anil 
conduit  to  Farm    Pond.    Severally  referred. 

Report  and  orders  on  topics  in  Mayor's  address, 
viz. — 

1.  Referring  so  much  as  relates  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  general  plan  for  street  improvements  in 
outlying  sections  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners. 

2.  Referring  so  much  as  relates  to  the  La<v  De- 
partment to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances;  so 
much  as  relates  to  an  additional  supply  of  pure 
water  to  the  Committee  on  Water;  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  the  public  institutions  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions. 

3.  Referring  so  much  as  relates  to  the  census 
and  the  division  of  wards  to  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee. 

4.  Referring  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Centen- 
nial Celebration  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  to 
joint  special  committee. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  several- 
ly read  twice  and  passed.  Messrs.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  4,  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  and  Perkins  of  Ward 
16  were  joined  to  the  Committee  on  the  Census 
and  the  Division  of  Wards;  and  Messrs.  Sibley  of 
Ward  20.  Sampson  of  "Ward  10,  and  Clarke  of  Ward 
15  to  the  Committee  on  the  Centennial  Celebra- 
tior. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— Petition  of 
Charlestown  Cadets  for  an  allowance  for  repairs 
on  armory. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Armories  and 
sent  up. 

CHAIRMAN   OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11  reported  that  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Common  Council  had 
organized  by  the  choice  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward 
9  as  chairman.    Accepted. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  submitted  a  report  [City 
Doc.  No.  11],  from  the  committee  to  prepare 
rules  and  orders  ef  the  Common  Council,  and  on 
his  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  changes  in  the  rules  of  last  year  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

No  member,  having  obtained  the  floor,  shall 
speak  more  than  fifteen  minutes,  without  permis- 
sion of  the  Council. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  one 
question,  if  objection  is  made,  without  first  ob- 
taining leave  of  the  Council.  [This  rule  was 
adopted  last  year,  but  subsequently  rescinded.] 

CONTESTED  SEATS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

On  petition  of  Martin  L.  Ham,  claiming  the 
seat  now  occupied  by  James  A.  Lappen  of  Ward 
12,  the  committee  report  the  result  of  a  recount 
of  the  original  ballots  to  be— Frederick  G.  Wal- 
bridge,  including  88  for  F.  G.  Walbridge,  900; 
George  L  Damon,  740;  Henry.  W.  Wilson,  in- 
cluding 15  for  H.  W.  Wilson,  and  1  for  Henry  Wil- 
son, 738;  James  A.  happen,  680;  Martin  L.  Ham, 
667;  Martin  F.  Glynn,  including  47  for  M.  F. 
Glvnn, 562;  John  Howard,  543;  Stanley  Gore,  467; 
William  E.  Bartlett,  including  55  for  W.  E.  Bart- 
lett  and  1  for  William  Bartlett,  250 ;  William  P. 
Cherrington,  including  13  for  W.  P.  Cherrington, 

68; Cherrington,  1;   Horace    W.  Stickney,  5; 

Julius  Adams,  1 ;  Alonzo  Warren,  1.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  Frederick  G.  Walbridge,  George 
L.  Damon,  Henry  W.  Wilson  and  James  A.  Lap- 
pen,  who  now  occupy  seats  at  this  board,  were 
duly  elected.    Accepted. 

On  petition  of  Thomas  Haney,  claiming  the  seat 
of  Patrick  Barry  ot  Ward  7,  the  committee  report 


the  following  result  of  a  recount  of  the  ballots  for 
those  persons :  Patrick  Barry  bad  348  votes ;  P. 
Barry,  58;  Thomas  Haney,  395;  T.  Haney,  1;  Haney, 
1.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  whole  number 
of  votes  to  which  Patrick  Barry  is  entitled  i>  400, 
and  the  whole  number  to  which  Thomas  Haney  is 
entitled  is  396.  A  hearing  was  given  to  the  con- 
testant on  his  representation  that  illegal  votes 
were  cast  for  Mr.  Barry,  and  that  certain  fraudu- 
lent and  wrongful  acts  were  committed  by  the 
ward  officers  in  receiving  and  counting  the  bal- 
lots;  but  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  testimony  presented  failed  tos  ustain  the  alle- 
gations, and  they  recommend  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

NOMINATIONS  OF  CITY   OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  .submitted  a  report,  in  part, 
from  the  joint  special  committee  to  nominate 
candidates  for  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries 
recommending  the  election  of  Solomon  B.  Steb- 
bms  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Rufus  Cushman  and  Nathan  S.  Wilbur  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Conned. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  nomination; 
were  laid  over. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  submitted  a  report,  in  part, 
from  the  joint  special  eomuiittec  co  nominate 
candidates  for  trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery, 
recommending  the  election  of  Abraham  O.  Bige- 
low  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Augustus  Parker  and  John  Sweetser  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  that  an  election  for  trustees  of 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery  might  be  had.  It  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Crocker  and  Kimball  of  Ward  6, 
who  thought  the  rule  a  good  one  and  it  should  not 
be  s  n-  pended  unless  for  special  reasons. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

HIGH   SERVICE. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  offered  the  foPowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the 
City  Council  a  plan  for  supplying  water  to  those 
portions  of  the  city  above  the  grade  of  two  hun- 
dred feet  above  mean  low  water. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water  and  sent 
down. 

VACANCIES   ON  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  called  attention  to  the  va- 
cancy in  the  joint  special  committee  to  nominate 
members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  caused 
by  the  recount  of  votes  in  Ward  1,  and  the  presi- 
dent appointed  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 

Mr.  Flynii  of  Ward  7  called  attention  to  the  va- 
cancy in  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  caused  by 
the  unseating  of  Mr.  Pease  of  Ward  1,  and  on  his 
motion  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  special 
committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  members 
of  the  Committee  en  Accounts. 

APPROVAL  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Common  Council  and  the 
standing  committees  of  the  Common  Council 
not  having  charge  of  any  appropriation  of 
money;  also  by  individual  members  ot  this  Coun- 
cil while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty ; 
the  amount  of  said  bills  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Com- 
mon Courcil. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  a  joint 
snecial  committee  to  nominate  a  Water  Regi  trar. 
Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Long  of  Ward 
8,  Bent  of  Ward  2,  and  Smith  of  Ward  10  were  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  a  joint 
special  committee  to  nominate  a  candidate  for 
City  Solicitor.  Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs. 
Long  of  Ward  8,  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  and  Fitzger- 
ald of  Ward  7  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Severally  sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY       GOVERNMENT, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    16,    1875. 


Special  meeting  called  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
who  presided. 

THE  DEATH  OP  THE  CITY  TREASURER. 

The  following  was  received  and  read : 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  16th  January,  1875.     f 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council :  Gentle- 
men— It  is  my  painful  duty  to  call  you  together  in 
special  session  to  receive  the  official  announce- 
ment of  the  death  of  Frederic  XJ.  Tracy,  late  City 
Treasurer,  which  occurred  in  this  city  on  the  14th 
inst.  The  city  has  lost  a  devoted  and  faithful 
servant. 

Many  millions  of  money  have  passed  through 
his  hands,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  there  has  ever 
been  a  dollar  lost  to  the  city  through  any  act  or 
neglect  of  his.  Always  at  his  post  of  duty,  he  has 
been  an  example  to  his  subordinates  in  all  the 
virtues  pertaining  to  their  very  responsible  posi- 
tions. 

Firm  and  incorruptible  in  his  integrity,  we  all 
had  an  unquestioning  confidence  in  him,  and 
probably  no  man  ever  ventured  to  approach  him 
with  a  dishonest  or  equivocal  suggestion.  We 
shall  be  fortunate  indeed,  if,  with  the  greatest 
care  in  the  selection,  we  can  make  gooa  to  the 
nity  the  loss  sustained  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Tracy. 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Citv  Council  have  learned 
with  profound  sorrow  the  death  of  Frederic  U. 
Tracy,  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
they  desire  to  testify  in  the  fullest  and  most  sin- 
cere manner  their  sense  of  the  great  loss  which 
the  city  has  sustained  in  his  decease.  For  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  century  the  members  of  the  suc- 
cessive City  Councils  which  have  sustained  hitn 
in  the  position  of  Treasurer  have  always  found 
*him  faithful  to  his  great  trusts,  urbane  and  civil 
in  his  deportment,  and  so  correct  and  systematic 
in  his  accounts,  that  he  secured  the  unqualified 
confidence  of  the  community,  and  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  the  unquestioned  reputation 
which  the  credit  of  the  city  now  enjoys. 

Resolved,  That  in  recognition  of  his  valuable 
services,  and  as  a  mark  of  respect  due  c.o  the  de- 
ceased, a  joint  special  committee  be  appointed  to 
represent  the  City  Council  at  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
Tracy,  and  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council  be  requested  to  unite  with 
said  committee  on  this  occasion. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  Chair  appointed  Aldermen  Bigelow  and 
Burrage  members  of  the  special  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  to  attend  the  funeral,  and 
the  communication,  resolutions  and  order  were 
sent  down. 

CITY  TREASURER  PRO  TEM. 

The  Chair  read  the  following : 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  ) 
30  Pemberton  square, 
Boston,  Jan.  15, 1875. ) 
Sir — I  take  occasion  to  repeat  in  writing  what  I 
said  to   you   orally   this   morning,    that   in   my 
opinion  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  authorized  by 
the  42d  section  of  the  18th  chapter  of  the  General 
Statutes,  to  appoint  a  Treasurer  pro  tempore,  that 
office  being  now  vacant  by  the  death  of  the   late 
incumbent.    By  the  General  Statutes,  chapter  3, 
section  7,  clause  17,  the  word  town,  in  any  statute, 
includes  cities;  and  by  the  33d  section  of  the  City 
Charter  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  invested  with 
all  the  powers  of  Selectmen. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cqbb,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department, 
recommending  the  election  of  Charles  H.  Denniet 
City  and  County  Treasurer  pro  tempore,  and  tha. 
he  be  required  to  give  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $50,000, 
Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Treasurer  pro  tern. 
Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Quincy  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Charles  H.  Dennie  had 11 

And  he  was  declared  elected. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mon Countil  to  inform  that  branch  thai  this 
Boara  have  appointed  Charles  H.  Dennie  City- 
Treasurer  pro  tempore. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  subject  of  selecting  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  City  Treasurer  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  that  said  committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  consider  the  expediency  of  increase  the 
amount  of  the  official  bonds  of  that  officer. 

Passed  and  sent  down. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  Charles  H.  Dennie,  City  and 
County  Treasurer,  be  required  to  give  bonds,  with 
sufficient  sureties,  in  the  penal  sum  of  $50,000. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    10,    1875. 


Special  meeting,  called  by  the  Mayor;  Halsey  J. 
Boardmau,  President,  in  the  chair. 

THE  LATE  CITY  TREASURER. 

The  following  papers  were  received  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen : 

Executive  communication,  announcing  the 
death  of  Frederic  XJ.  Tracy,  late  City  Treasurer. 
Placed  on  file. 

Resolutions  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  Fred- 
eric U.  Tracy,  and  raising  a  joint  special  commit- 


tee to  attend  the  funeral,  with  an  order  for  the 
transmission  of  the  resolutions  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased.  Severally  read  twice  and  unani- 
mously passed,  in  concurrence,  by  a  rising  vote. 
The  President  joined  the  members  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  ou  the 
part  of  the  Council  to  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee to  attend  the  funeral,  viz.,  Messrs.  Peabody  of 
Ward  9,  Parker  of  Ward  14,  and  Osborne  of  Ward  8. 

Order  referring  the  subject  of  selecting  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  of  City  Treasurer  to~the  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department,  with  in- 
structions to  consider  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  official  bonds  of  that  officer.'  Read  twice 
and  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Message  informing  the  Council  of  the  election 
of  Charles  H.  Dennie  City  Treasurer  pro  tern. 
Placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    IB,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
his  honor,  Mayor  Cobb,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— John  D.  Pierce,  Web- 
ster Hall ;  John  E.  McCarthy,  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Institutions. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Ottwell  J.  Wood. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Clarissa  J.  Kittredge  et  al.,  for  reduction 
of  betterment  for  the  extension  of  Washington 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on,  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  E.  C.  Millett,  for  the  removal  of  four 
trees  from  Brown's  avenus  and  A-hland  street, 
Ward  17. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co.,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Bartlett  place, 
off  Norfolk  avenue,  Ward  13. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  John  C.  Stiles, 
for  ch  inge  in  omnibus  routP. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of.  the 
Board.  David  H.  Jones,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  woorlen  stable  for  one  horse  on  Porter  street, 
No.  11,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Thomas  A.  Kel- 
ley,  to  be  paid  for  injury  to  his  horse  and  vehicle 
on  account  of  alleged  defect  in  Ninth  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Edward  Lee 
Childs,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  30  Kilby 
street. 

M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Front  street  to  Dorrance  street, 
Charlestown. 

Edward  D.  Sohier  et  al.,  trustees,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Kilby  street. 

Thomas  Manning  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  at  Nos.  6,  8  and  10  Oliver  street. 

Thomas  Gaffielrl  eta!.,  for  cross  walk  on  Hano- 
ver street,  near  Washington  street. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Charles  H.  Dennie,  City  Trea  urer 
pro  tern.,  and  Hinds  R.  Darling  and  A.  G.  Lynch, 
constables,  were  presented  duly  certified  and 
approved  by  the  Board. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM   CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge.  Vessels 
passed  thiough  the  draw,  993.    Sent  down. 

Resignations.  Coinmunicr.tions  from  Luther  H. 
"Wightman,  resigning  the  office  of  Cleik  of  Ward 
4;  and  from  John  C.  Kelly,  resigning  the  office  of 
Inspector  of  Elestions  in  Ward  14.  Severally 
placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  use  steam  pngines  by  Fifty 
Associates  on  Washington  street  near  Elm  street, 
and  heirs  of  Solomon  Wildes  on  Washington 
street  extension,  were  received,  and  orders  of  no- 
ticed passed  for  hearings  i  hereon  to  all  parties  ob- 
jecting oh  Monday,  Feb.  8,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  petition  of  George  H.  Ellis  foi  leave  to  lo- 
cate and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  7  Tre- 
mont  place  was  consitieied  on  an  order  of  notice. 
No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

ANNUAL   REPORT  OF  STREET  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  annual  repoit(City  Doc.  N<>.  9)  of  this  board 
was  leceived  and  sent  down. 

The  total  estimated  expense  of  laying  out  and 
widening  streets  by  order  of  the  board  has  been 
$729,000,  and  quite  a  large  Dumber  of  streets  have 
been  laid  out  at  no  expense  to  the  city.  The  fol- 
lowing betterments  nave  been  assessed  during  the 
year : 

For  widening  Cottage  street,  Dorchester J13.7S3.0I1 

Pond  "  "  2,142.00 

"    extending  South  Market  street  to  Atlan- 
tic avenue 7ii.14s.00 

"    widening  Bedford  street 8,962.00 

"  "         and  extending  Emerson  street.      4,070.00 

"   extending  Devonshire  street 74,250.00 

"    widening    Pynehon 5,833.00 

"   extending  Washington  street 528,330.00 

"   widening  Warren  street  18,410.50 

"    improvements  in  the  Burnt  District 171,405.00 

Total $903,333.50 


PAPERS  FROM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
nominate  a  City  Solicitor.  Passed,  and  Aldermen 
Prescott  ana  Qumcy  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Board . 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  committte  to 
nominate  a  Water  Registrar.  Passed,  and  Alder- 
men Clark  and  Power  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Board. 

Notice  of  appointment  of  Mr.  Kingsbury  in 
place  of  Mr.  Pease  on  committee  to  nominate 
members  of  the  Cochitaate  Water  Board.  Placed 
on  file. 

An  order  for  Committee  on  Water  to  consider 
expediency  of  preparing  a  plan  for  supplying 
with  water  sucb  localities  a<  are  200  feet  above 
mean  low  water  came  up  referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Water.    Concurred. 

Petition  of  Charlestown  Cadets.    Referred. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  and  report:  First; — On  the 
quality  and  price  of  ga*  furni?hed  in  this  city  as 
compared  with  that  furnished  in  other  localities. 
Second—  Whether  any  improvements  can  tie  made 
in  the  present  methods  of  manufacture.  Third — 
Whether  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  city  to  un- 
dertake the  manufacture  and  supply  of  gas  for 
public  and  private  lighting;  and, Fourth — Wheth- 
er any  further  legislation  is  necessary  to  enable 
gas  consumeis  or  municipal  authorities  tr  obtain 
a  prompt  and  impartial  investigation  into  com- 
plaints made  to  gas  companies,  etc.  Said  com- 
missioners to  serve  without  compensation,  except 
for  necessary  personal  or  clerical  expenses. 
Passed  and  sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  as  follows  on  petitions  for  leave  to  occu- 
py stabies: 

Recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on 
usual  conditions,  on  petitions  of  D.  D.  Pike,  305 
Medford  jtreet,  Charlestown;  William  Washburn. 
215  Fifth  street;  Daniel  M.  O'Conuell,  Winship 
street,  near  Washington  street,  Ward  19;  Samson 
Holland,  No.  2  Wise  place  ;E  A.  Noyes,  5  and  7 
Noith  Centre  street;  James  M.  Hale",  6  Boylston 
square ;  John  1  rainer,  150  Foundry  street;  Mellen 

F.  Doten,  Woodville  square,  Highlands. 
Recommei  diLtc  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions 

of  "William  Houseman,  (at  request  of  petitioner,) 
22  Centre  street;  Het  ry  K.   Wing,  Noithamptou 
street;  D.  Banks  McKe'uzie,  48  Fourth  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

UNION  STREET  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Power  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Blackstone  J*atio>  al  Bank  for  leave  to  block  Un- 
ion street  tor  about  six  hours  on  Tuesday,  19th 
inst.,  and  on  his  motion  the  following  order  was 
passed : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Polire  be  author-zed 
to  close  Uuion  street  against  the  passage  ol'  vehi- 
cles on  Tuesday,  the  19th  inst.,  to  enable  the  Black- 
stone  National  Bank  to  hoist  a  safe  inio  their  new 
building  on  said  street. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  repoits  as  tollows: 

Auctioneer's  license  Granted— M.  Frank  Paige, 
125  and  127  Pearl  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Robert  Goodall, 
148'/2  Hanover  street ;  John  L.  Cummins,  26U  Lev- 
erett  street;  Jeremiah  Lyons,  15,  Cambridge 
street;  William  Henry  Low,  1579  Wa>hingtou 
street. 

Iniiholders  Licensed— Bell  &  Johnson,  Quincy 
House. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — George  W.  Nor- 
cross,  157  Elioc  street;  George  Le  Roy.  79  Albany 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY   FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Hairis  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  oi  - 
aer  to  pay  Mary  C.  Haskins  $1024  91,  for  damages 
occasioned  and   laud  taken  in  the  name  of  Daniel 

G.  Haskins    by    the    widening   of   Foster   street. 
Brighton,  in  1873     Read  twice  ami  passed. 

Alderman  Clark,  from  the  sam  committee,  sub- 
mitted orders  to  pay  foi  street  damages  as  fol- 
lows : 

Simpson  C.  Bi:  by,  SUM,  for  widening  Shawuiu 
avenue,  now  Washington  strret. 
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Lewis  Clark,  $16,594.50,  lor  widening  Leverett 
street. 
Severally  read  once. 

EXAMINATION    OF    THE     LATE     TREASURER'S     AC- 
COUNTS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department  be  authorized  to  make 
a  thorough  examination  of  the  late  Treasurer's 
accounts,  including  all  the  cash,  notes,  bonds, 
rnoitgages,  books  and  papers;  and  that  they  be 
authorized  co  procure  the  services  of  such  clerical 
assistants  as  may  be  necessary ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropiiation  for  Incidental'. 
Read  twice  anil  passed  and  sent  down. 

THE  NAME  OF  "POST  OFFICE  SQUARE." 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  4%  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.,  hearing  of  allpai  ties  who  favor  or  who  op- 
pose the  proposed  enange  in  the  name  of  "Post 
Office  square"  to  "Farragut  square." 

Mr.  E.  R.  Mudge  said  he  had  no  individual  in- 
terest in  the  matter,  looked  uuon  it  as  a  citizen 
of.Bost~n  and  the  United  States,  and  desired 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  those  who 
made  this  country  what  it  is.  In  London  the 
first  object  is  the  statue  of  Nelson  in  Trafalgar 
square;  and  in  passing  from  square  to  square 
they  are  reminded  of  those  who  made  Great  Brit- 
ain'a  great  nation.  We  should  have  >omething 
to  stamp  indelibly  upon  our  mind*  the  history  of 
our  country.  This  question  alone,  of  teaching  our 
history  to  the  rising  generation  and  to  foreigners, 
Should  be  sufficient  to  decide  the  question. 

The  Chair  read  the  petition  of  ex-Mayors  .losiah 
Quincy,  J.  M.  Wightman.  F.  W.  Lincoln,  A.  H. 
Rice  and  William  Gaston,  approving  the  name  of 
Far  agut  square. 

Captain  Gustavus  V.  Fox  said — Mr.  Mayor  and 
gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  regietthat 
sickness  prevents  Mr.  Rice  from  being  present  at 
this  bearing,  since  it  devolved  upon  him  to  speak 
in  behalf  of  the  numerous  petitioners  in  this  mat- 
ter, with  which  he  was  familiar,  and  he  would  have 
been  most  persuasive. 

My  position  as  assistant  secretary-  of  the  navy 
during  the  war  gave  me  a  central  position  as  to 
the  organization  of  naval  operations  and  the  se- 
lection of  commanders.  One  ot  the  first  procla- 
mations of  Jeff  Davis  (ieclareu  that  the  Southern 
Confederacy  had  taken  possession  of  and  would 
hold  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

It  hardly  required  this  bold  assertion  to  fire  the 
heart  of  the  Northwest  or  indicate  that  that  rivei 
was  the  keystone  r.f  a  southern  empire;  and  the 
first  effoitsof  the  Navy  Department,  so  soon  as 
the  blockade  was  established,  looked  towards  an 
attack  upon  New  Orleans.  The  military  author- 
ities considered  a  purely  naval  attack  impossible, 
but  as  they  were  notable  to  furnish  a  sufficient 
number  of  troops  to  make  it  a  joint  expedition, 
we  determined  to  take  the  risk  with  the  navy 
alone.  In  Admiral  Farragu'  we  found  a  com- 
mander who  approved  our  plan  anu  pledged  him- 
self to  execute  it.  When  the  supreme  moment 
arrived  for  the  pasrage  of  the  forts,  success 
seemed  'inpossible;  such  was  the  opinion  of  some 
of  the  officers  of  our  fleet,  as  well  as  of  the 
French  admiral  who  came  down  from  New  Or- 
leans and  told  Admiral  Farragut  that  his  force 
was  largely  inferior  and  defeat  was  certain. 

To  an  ordinary  mind  this  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  awaken  a  feeling  of  doubt,  the 
sute  prelude  of  defeat,  but  to  his  heroic  tempera- 
ment the  multiplication  of  obstacles  in  his  path 
aroused  him  to  a  more  sublime  effort.  He  select- 
ed the  hour  ot  night  for  the  attack,  which  Napo- 
leon declared  to  be  the  most  trying  to  human 
courage. 

"When  the  tire  rafts  of  the  rebels  lit  up  the  scene 
and  all  their  batteries  were  opened,  die  long  dark 
line  of  Federal  ships  seemed  to  be  plunging  into 
hell  fire.  From  this  deathly  embrace  the  old  ad- 
miral emerged  victorious.  His  at'ack  upon  the 
defences  of  Mobile  was  .second  only  to  that  upon 
New  Orleans.  Lashed  to  the  masthead,  enveloped 
in  victory,  he  scorned  the  tire  of  forts,  the  attack 
of  ironclads,  and  the  more  deadly  torpedoes. 

He  told  me  himself  that  when  the  leading  ship 
was  sunk  by  torpedoes,  and  the  next,  in  line 
stopped,  thus  endangering  the  whole  attack,  he 
looked  up  to  heaven  and  saw  written  there,  as 
plain  as  Constamine  saw  our  emblem  of  faith, 
"Go  on." 

This  is  the  hero  whose  memory  you  can  honor, 
whose  stainless  life  is  a  precious  heirloom  to  pos- 
terity,   whose    valor  opened   the   two    channels 


through  which  will  flow  forever  the  cotton  which 
gives  activity  and  wealth  to  our  State  ana  city. 
He  died  poor  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H,  leaving  be- 
hind, to  be  honored  or  neglected,  the  name  of 
Loyal  Farragut. 

At  the  request  of  Captain  Fox,  the  Chair  tead 
the  following : 

Boston,  Jan.  18,  1*75. 

My  Dear  Sir — 1  see  by  the  newspapers  that  the 
petitioners  for  naming  the  open  space  opposite 
the  new  Post  Office  and  Treasury  Building  Farra- 
gut  square  are  to  be  beard  this  "afternoon  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  fear  that  I  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  be  there;  but  I  hope  you  may  go, 
and  if  Deed  be  say  a  tew  words  for  Farragut 
square.  No  description  of  public  honors  is  more 
lasting  or  more  beneficial  to  a  community  than 
such  as  perpetually  brings  to  mind  the  names, 
the  exainole  and  services  of  brave  and  virtuous 
men  and  women.  The  old  aie  gratified  by  the 
commemoration  of  the  deeds  of  their  contemp.  ra- 
ries,  and  the  young  are  stimulated  to  noble  aspi- 
rations by  the  inspiring  rewards  of  popular  re- 
nown. 

Farragut  was  a  national  character,  one  of  the 
voild's  great  heroes,  who  would  h.ive  received  en- 
during honors  in  any  country,  and  his  name  re- 
flects its  lustre  upon  the  nation  whichheso  brav . -- 
lv  served.  We  have  in  Boston  no  memorial  of 
bim.or  of  the  brill'ant  and  wonderfully  successful 
achievements  of  the  navy,  to  whose  officers  and 
men,  during  the  late  war,  Massachusetts  and  New 
England  made  such  large  contribution.  The  name 
of  Farragut,  the  Admiral  of  the  navy,  attached  to 
the  space  opposite  the  chief  national  building  in 
Boston,  and  at  the  junction  of  Congress  and  Fed- 
eral streets,  would  be  a  just  and  graceful  honor  to 
the  gi eat  admiral  and  to  the  naval  service  repre- 
sented by  him.  No  interest  can  possibly  be  in 
i'ured  thereby.  The  lo  al-tv  ha-  not  become 
Down  by  any  other  name,  and  therefore  there  cau 
be  no  confusion  ot  plaee,  or  disturbance  of  com- 
mercial value,  and  I  feel  sure  that  a  great  majori- 
ty of  our  fellow-citizens  woul  I  be  gratified  m 
having  Admiral  Farragut's  name  permanently  ap- 
plied to  so  proiuiueDt  a  square  in  the  metropolis 
of  New  Englaud. 

Yours  very  truly . 

"Alex.  H.  Rice. 

Hon.  George  C.  Richardson. 

Mr.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury  came  to  bear  his 
tribute  in  behalf  of  the  matter.  He  could  hardly 
add  anything  to  those  who  had  preceded  him,  and 
he  could  not  see  how  any  oue  could  doubt  the 
propriety  of  granting  this  petition.  He  alluded 
to  Boston's  experience  in  the  war,  the  fact  that 
she  furnished  nany  sailors  to  the  war,  and  the  re- 
lief received  fiom  the  officers  of  the  navy  yard 
during  the  great  fire.  Now,  the  representatives 
of  the  navy  ask  the  Board  to  bestow  this  mark  of 
honor  upon  their  commander.  To  the  argument 
that  Post  Office  square  is  more  appropriate  to  a 
commercial  city,  he  replied  that  Boston  is  a  great 
commercial  city  and  b~r  commerce  is  as  great  an 
advantage  as  her  manufactories;  the  name  of 
Farragut  is  known  to  every  sailor  and  it  would  be 
favorable  to  all  who-had  ever  been  sailors.  The 
Post  Office  has  made  five  removals  in  twelve  years, 
and  it  may  move  as  many  times  in  the  next  twelve 
years.  This  is  a  great  national  budding,  including 
the  Post  Office  and  Sub-Treasury,  and  Treasury 
square  would  be  equally  appropriate  with  Post 
Office  square,  in  fact  a  better  one  for  the  com- 
mercial intere:>ts.  He  understood  that  the  Post- 
master General  heartily  approved  the  name  of 
Farragut  square,  and  he  thought  no  objection  of 
a  solid  character  could  be  raised  against  it. 

Mr.  Howard  French  alluded  to  the  previous  ac- 
tion of  the  Board  on  the  subject,  the  settlement  of 
business  men  there,  and  said  he  had  taken  pains 
to  learn  that  every  tenant  there  and  a  great 
majority  of  real-estate  owners  there  favored  re- 
taining the  name.  He  understood  Colonel  Fox  to 
be  a  leader  of  the  movement,  and  to  have  ob- 
tained the  signatures  of  many  firms  in  Summer 
street,  but  that  did  not  represent  the  business 
men  interested.  If  we  wish  to  honor  the  memory 
of  the  great  man,  why  not  give  the  name  to  one 
of  the  public  parks  to  be  taken,  and  do  it  in  good 
shape.  He  protested  that  a  change  of  name 
would  inconvenience  the  business  located  there. 
He  exhibited  a  sketch  of  the  locality  and  the 
estates  thereon,  and  presented  a  protest  from  the 
abutters  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  square,  from 
others  who  are  present  and  prospective  oc- 
cupants of  buildings  on  the  square,  and  sev- 
eral others.  Beyond  this  the  remonstrants  did 
notpropose  to  go;  be  knew  of  no  precedent  to 
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justify  the  change  of  the  name  in  the  face  of  pro- 
tests like  those.  It  was  purely  a  business  matter, 
ana  not  to  be  settled  by  sentiment  or  rhetoric. 

The  remonstrances  presented  by  Mr.  French  are 
headed  by  H.  H.  Hunnewell  &  Sons  et  al.,  Shaw- 
mut  and  Webster  National  banks,  George  W. 
Kuhn  et  al.,  B.  Callender  &  Co.,  et  al.,  and  the 
real  estate  owners  facing  on  Post  Office  square. 

Mr.  Francis  Jaques  thought  too  mucli  ad  vantage 
had  been  taken  of  the  feeling  all  have  for  the 
great  and  good;  but  the  same  argument  would 
apply  to  men  of  our  own  State  and  city,  as  well  as 
of  the  nation.  There  is  only  a  small  street  in  Bos- 
ton named  af  tei  Jonn  A.  Andrew,  and  none  after 
Lincoln  or  Sumner.  If  such  a  policy  were  adopt- 
ed it  could  be  carried  out  indefinitely.  The  real 
point  i.>,  shall  a  square  which  has  an  appropriate 
name  now,  receive  another  which  means  nothing 
in  a  mercantile  view  ?  The  present  name  desig- 
nates a  locality  and  tells  what  is  to  be  iound 
there.  Lindall  street  was  changed  to  Exchange 
place  because  it  was  appropriate,  and  he  begged 
the  Board  to  think  of  appropriateness  and  fitness 
in  this  connection. 

Mr.  Lafayette  A.  Lyon  said  merchants  there  had 
had  their  stationery  printed  atthe  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  it  would  be  quite  a  pecuniary  loss  to 
have  the  name  changed.  Then,  too,  the  name 
Post  Office  square  has  a  business  sound,  and 
would  be  more  advantageous  to  those  doing  busi- 
ness there  in  their  efforts  to  extend  their  commer- 
cial relations.  If  the  city  is  to  commemorate  the 
services  of  Farragut,  let  it  be  done  by  naming  one 
of  the  great  public  parks  in  his  honor. 

On  motion  of  Allerman  Clark,  the  petitions  and 
remonstrances  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

THE  PARK     QUESTION. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  5 
P.  M.,  viz.,  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
General  Court  for  authority  "to  purchase  or  oth- 
erwise take-  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  city" 
for  purpof  e  of  public  parks. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Power — This  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance,  and  I  horje  the  order  will  not  pass  to- 
day, at  least,  and  with  my  present  convictions  I 
propose  to  endeavor  to  have  it  indefinitely  post- 
poned, although  I  do  not  intend  to  make  such  a 
motion  today.  I  hope  it  wdl  be  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble for  the  present.  It  may  seem  to  most  gentle- 
men that  there  is  no  harm  in  simply  petitioning 
the  Legi>larure  to  give  the  city  power  to  take 
land  for  a  public  park,  for  after  we  get  that  au- 
thority we  need  not  take  advantage  of  it 
unless  we  see  fit.  But.  my  experience  in 
this  Government  shows  that  there  is 
more  harm  in  it  than  would  appear— that  is,  if 
this  order  is  passed,  it  will  carry  a  certain  amount 
of  prestige  and  conviction  to  the  members  of  the 
Legislatuie ;  and  to  those  wlo  may  come  after  us 
here,  it  will  appear  that  the  Government  which 
preceded  them  was  in  favor  of  this  measure.  But 
as  many  gentlemen  here  may  not  have  had  time — 
I  think  all  cannot  have-had — to  look  into  this  mat- 
ter, and  cannot  have  the  knowledge  they  should 
have  before  voting  on  it,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

■  Alderman  Clark— For  the  purpose  of  allowing 
members  of  this  Board  time  to  re-read  the  report 
of  the  commissijn  who  have  investigated  this 
subject  with  so  much  thoroughness  and  reported 
on  it  with  so  much  clearness— I  have  no  doubt  the 
members  have  read  it  already,  as  I  believe  every 
intelligent  citizen  should  have  done  by  this  time — 
I  shall  raise  no  objections  to  laying  the  order  on 
the  table  at  the  present  time. 

Aldermfin  Worthington— I  would  move  that  it 
be  specially  assigned  tor  one  week  from  today.  If 
the  petition  is  going  to  the  Legislature  it  is  impor- 


tant that  it  should  be  got  in  early.  There  is  a  rule 
of  She  Legislature  that  all  petitions  must  be  put 
in  four  or  five  weeks  before  that  body  meets ;  that 
time  has  passed,  and  we  shill  have  to  ask  them  to 
suspend  that  rule  in  order  to  receive  it.  It  is  im- 
portant to  put  this  petition  in  early,  that  the  Leg- 
islature may  commence  their  work  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible and  get  through  with  it.  I  hope  the  matter 
will  be  settled  in  this  Board  next  Monday  and  sent 
to  the  other  branch. 

Alderman  Power — I  shall  object  to  the  special 
assignment.  If  members  of  this  Board  think 
they  have  had  sufficient  time  by  next  Monday, 
they  can  take  it  up  then.  I  know  of  nothing  more 
important  than  this  to  come  before  the  Board  this 
year — nothing  that  will  involve  the  city  in  as 
great  a  debt  as  this  will,  except  the  establishment 
of  water  works.  Therefore,  I  think  members 
should  weigh  this  matter  with  great  care  before 
acting  upon  it. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  motion  to  specially  as- 
sign could  not  he  entertained  while  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  was  pending. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  trust  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  will  not  prevail.  I  hope  we  shall  not 
commence  the  year  by  laying  matters  on  the  table 
and  accumulating  a  whole  page  of  orders,  as  we 
have  done ;  but  that  this  matter  shall  be  specially 
assigned  to  next  Monday  at  5  P.  M.,  and  at  that 
time  taken  up  and  discussed ;  and  if  any  more 
light  is  needed  then  it  can  be  specially  assigned 
for  the  following  Monday. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  should  prefer  to  have  it 
laid  upon  the  table  rather  than  specially  assigned. 
I  think  this  is  a  mattec  upon  which  we  should 
make  haste  slowly.  For  myself,  I  prefer  to  act  on 
the  water  question  before  voting  upon  this  order. 
I  think  we  should  have  an  ample  supply  of  water, 
whether  we  have  parks  or  not. 

The  Chair  reminded  the  Board  that  debate  was 
not  strictly  in  order,  although  it  had  been  allowed 
to  progress  thus  far. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table — 8  for,  4  against 
— by  a  rising  vote. 

REMOVAL  OF  ICE  FROM    SIDEWALKS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
instructed  to  consider  and  report  whether  any 
change  is  expedient  in  the  ordinance  now  in  force 
in  relation  to  the  removal  of  ice  from  the  side- 
walks in  order  to  facilitate  the  enforcement 
theieof. 
Read  twice  and  passed  and  sent  down. 

JOINT  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  [City  Doc. 
No.  14]  from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council,  which, 
on  his  motion,  was  laid  over. 

The  changes  from  the  rules  of  last  year  are 
mostly  verbal:  and  the  sections  are  rearranged. 
One  change  authorizes  committees  to  say  to  which 
branch  a  report  shall  be  made,  instead  of  requir- 
ing such  reports  in  all  cases  to  be  sent  to  the 
branch  where  the  subject  originated. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  [City  Doc.  No.  10]  was  received  and 
sent  down. 

During  the  year  34,713  square  feet  of  public 
lands  have  been  sold  for  £40,003. 75,  of  which 
$19,811.75  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  and 
the  reniuaiuder  has  been  taken  in  bonds.  For  ex- 
tensions of  times,  rents,  ttc,  there  have  been 
received  $3911.  The  expenditures  have  been 
$  7222.01. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    31,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  iy2  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands,  Board  of  S  creet  Commissioners,  and  Su- 
perintendent of  Maiden  Bridge.  Severally  placed 
on  file. 

Petition  of  Thomas  A.Kelley  andC.  J.  Donovan, 
and  request  of  School  Committee  to  be  supplied 
with  Municipal  Registers.    Severally  referred. 

Order  authorizing  the  making  of  rules  and  regu- 
lations concerning  sales  by  minors  as  provided  by 
law.    Parsed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  any  change  is  expedient 
in  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  removal  of 
snow  and  ice  from  sidewalks.    Passed. 

Order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  late 
Treasurer's  accounts ,  includin g  cash, notes ,  bonds , 
etc.,  and  to  procure  the  services  of  necessary  as- 
sistants. Ordered  to  a  second  reading  and  laid 
over,  and  subsequently  read  a  second  time  and 
passed,  under  a  suspension  of  the  lule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  who  said  the  commit- 
tee are  now  actively  engaged  in  examining  the 
late  City  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  are  in  hopes 
of  being  able  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  and  report:  1.  On  the  qual- 
ity and  price  of  gas  furnished  in  this  city  as  com- 
pared with  that  furnished  in  other  localities.  2. 
"Whether  any  improvements  can  be  made  in  the 
methods  of  manufacture.  3.  Whether  it  would 
be  expedient  for  the  city  to  undertake  the  manu- 
facture and  supply  of  gas  for  public  lighting; 
and,  4.  Whether  any  further  legislation  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  gas  consumers  to  obtain  a  prompt 
and  impartial  investigation  into  complaints  made 
to  gas  companies,  etc. — said  commissioners  to 
serve  without  compensation,  except  for  necessary 
personal  or  clerical  expenses.  Ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading.        ' 

ELECTIONS. 

The  report"  making  nominations  for  city  officers 
submitted  at  the  last  meeting  were  taken  up,  and 
elections  were  proceeded  with,  as  follows: 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Messrs.  Kim- 
ball of  Ward  6,  Edwards  of  Ward  15,  and  Collins  of 
Ward  2  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Alderman  Solomon  B,  Stebbins  had 54 

Conneilman  Rutins  S.  Cushman ...55 

Councilman  Nathan  S.  Wilbur 55 

Aud  they  were  declared  elected  on  the  pait  of  the 
Common  Council.    Sent  up. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  Messrs.  Long  of 
Ward  8,  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  and  Whitmore  of  Ward 
4  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Alderman  Abraham  O.  Bigelow (S2 

Councilman  Augustus  Parker (12 

Councilman  John  Sweetser 62 

And  they  were  declared  on  the  part  ot  the  Com- 
mon Council.    Sent  up. 

Members  of  the  Vochituate  Water  Board. 
Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  for  the  joint  special 
committee  to  nominate  canditates  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  sub- 
mit ted  a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
Charles  J.  Prescott  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  William  G.  Thacher and  Uriel  H. 
Crocker  ou  the  part  of  the  Common  Council.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  subsequently  an  election 
was  ordered,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule— 41 
for,  10  against — on  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of 
Ward  10,  who  said  he  did  not  think  it  best  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  generally,  yet  in  this  case  it  was  de- 
sirable to  have  the  board  full  as  early  as  possible, 
as  tney  are  verv  busv  now.  Messrs.  Sweetser  of 
Ward  10,  Hiscoek  of"  Ward  14,  and  Felt  of  Ward  11 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported  as  follows: 


Whole  number  ot  votes 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Alderman  Charles  J.  Prescott  bad 58 

Councilman  Wilham  G.  Thacher 48 

"  Uriel  H.  Crocker 33 

Amos  L.  Noyes 42 

"  James  J.  Flynn 1 

And  Messrs.  Prescott,  Thacher  and  Noyes  were 
declared  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  Sent 
up. 

Committee  on  Accounts.  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward 
20,  for  che  joint  special  committee  to  nominate 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the 
Common  Council,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  David  P.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  unseating  of  Fred- 
erick Pease.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the 
nomination  laid  over.  Subsequently  the  rule  was 
suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Siblev  of  Ward  20, 
and  an  election  ordered.  Messrs.  Siblev  of  Ward 
20,  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  and  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  They  repoited  that  sixty  two  votes  had 
been  caot,  all  of  which  were  for  David  P.  Kim- 
ball, and  he  was  declared  elected.  Certificate  of 
election  sent  up. 

THE  CONTINGENT  FUND. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  stating  that  the  Contingent  Fund 
of  the  Common  Council  is  exhausted.  Refer  ed 
to  Committee  on  Fii  ance  and  sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  John 
Norton,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries  to 
his  wife  from  a  defect  in  Highland  street. 

By  Mr.  Walbridge  of  Ward  12 — Petition  of  Moses 
"Vickery,  forcompensa  ion  for  injuries  received  by 
coming  violently  in  contact,  with  a  lamp  post  al- 
leged to  have  been  carelessly  left  near  the  side 
walk  on  Ea.  t  Seventh  stieet. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims  and  sent  up. 

REPORTS^  OF  NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

Reports  were  submitted  from  joint  special  com- 
mittees to  nominate  city  officers  a-  follows : 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  By  Mr.  Long 
of  Ward  8,  recommending  the  tlectiori  of  James 
tower  ou  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Cyrus  A.  Page  and  William  C.  Burgess  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council.    Laid  over. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library.  By  Mr.  Sprague  of 
Ward  4,  recommending  the  election  of  John  T. 
Clark  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Charles  A.  Burditt  a*  d  David  P.  Kimball  ou  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — In  presenting  the  name 
of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  who  is  also  a  member 
of  the  nominating  committee,  I  think  it  is  proper 
to  say  that  it  was  with  extreme  reluctance  that  he 
allowed  his  name  to  be  used  again  for  that  posi- 
tion, and  he  consented  only  after  urgent  solicita- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. In  view  of  his  past  experience  ou  that 
board  the  committee  thought  it  necessury'tbat  his 
services  should  be  retained. 

The  nominations  were  laid  over. 

NOMINATING   COMMITTEES  APPOINTEE. 

Orders  for  the  appointment  of  joint  special 
committees  to  nominate  officers  were  offered, 
passed,  anc1  the  committees  appointed  as  follows 
(the  first  member  of  each  committee  offering 
the  order) : 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Messrs.  Long  of  Ward 
8,  Devereaux  of  Ward  22,  Beal  of  Ward  16. 

VUy  Registrar.  Messrs.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15, 
Murray  of  Waul  3.  Goldthwait  of  Ward  11. 

Severally  sent  up. 

REMOVAL  OF  ICE  FROM  THE  HARBOR. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  AYard  3  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the" Committee  ou  Bo- ton  Har- 
bor be  authorized  to  take  such  measuies  as  may 
be  necessary  to  keep  the  harbor  open  aud  free 
from  ice :  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Boston  H-irbor. 

Mr.  Ande.son  said  it  was  very  important  that 
the  order  should  pass  at  once,  and  on  his  motion 
the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time,  passed  and  sent  up. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  offered   the   following: 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pro- 
cure suitable  badges  for  members  of  the  Common 
Council;  the  expense   to  be    charged  to  the  Con - 
tiurent  Fund  of  the  Common  Council. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
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Mr.  Anderson  also  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Ins  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  anpoinl  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
eil  special  police  officers  without  pay. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  TRANSCRIPT  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  "Ward  15,  the 
order  for  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  to  pre- 
pare and  print  a  transcript  of  the  journal  of  the 
Council,  was  taken  from  the  table  anil  referred  to 
the  .Joint  Committee  on  Printing,  and  sent  up. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  the  report 
and  order  fixing  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  year  1875  (City  Doc.  No.  11) 
wen-  taken  from  the  talile. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Waul  1 — I  believe  it  will  be  seen 
thai  but  few  substantial  changes  have  been  made 
by  the  committee  from  the  rule's  and  orders  of  last 
year;  but  it  has  been  th>'  design  of  the  committee 
to  change  the  arrangement  of  them  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  in  order  that  the  various  rules  may 
be  brought  under  their  appropriate  heads,  and  in 
certain  cases  to  simplify  tin-  statement  of  rules,  to 
the  end  that,  by  proper  arrangement  and  smi- 

llClty  of  Statement,  members  may  be  able  to 
ind  particular  rules  with  as  little  trouble  as  pos- 
sible For  this  purpose  there  is  also  to  be  added 
an  index.  The  number  of  rules  appears 
to  be  considerably  greater  than  last  year, 
which  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  seve- 
ral of  the  old  ones  have  been  divided.  Rule 
No,  10  is  a  new  one,  that  the  clerk  "shall  note  all 
Questions  of  order  raised,  with  the  decisions  made 
the  icon, in  an  appendix  to  the  tecord."  It  was 
thought  that  such  decisions,  being  in  a  measure 
new  rules,  should  be  made  so  a  part  of  the 
record  as  to  be  easily  accessible.  Rule  No. 
16  is  a  new  one,  providing  that  "no  mem- 
ber, having  obtained  the  floor,  shall  speak  more 
than  fifteen  minutes  without  permission  of  the 
Council.'  That  has  oeen  adopted  by  the  commit- 
tee on  the  recommendation  of  many  members  of  the 
Council,  who  thought  it  would  facilitate  business. 
If  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  speaker  conti.  ue longer, 
permission  can  be  given.  A  slight  change  is  made 
in  rule  55,  which  provides  that  "After  a  motion  is 
stated  by  the  Pre  ident  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  tbe  Council,  and  shall  he  disposed 
of  by  vote;  but  the  mover  may,  it  no  objection  is 
man',',  withdiaw  it  at  any  time  before  a  decision  or 
amendment."  The  words  "if  no  objection  is  made" 
have  been  added;  it  seemed  to  the  committee  that 
after  a  motion  has  once  been  made,  it  should  be  in 
the  possession  of  the  House,  and  the  mover  should 
Doc  have  the  right  to  withdraw  it  if  any  member 
objected.  In  rule  No.  59,  in  the  report  as 
presented  by  the  committee,  a  slight  verbal  change 
from  the  printed  document  was  made  so  that 
it  should  read,  "no  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  President  shall  be  entertained  un- 
less it  is  seconded'' ;  the  phrase  "shall  be  enter- 
tained' being  sub- titued  for  "shall  he  made."  The 
latter  part  of  rule  i;4  is  new,  the  committee  hav- 
ing added,  •■and  no  question  Shall  be  twice  recon- 
sidered, nor  shall  any  leconsideration  be  had 
upon  either  of  the  following  motions:  To  ad- 
journ, to  lay  on  the  table,  to  take  from 
.the  tible,  or  for  tbe  previous  question." 
There  did  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  why 
a  reconsideration  should  be  moved  now  on  those 
motions,  and  I  believe  it  is  in  accordance  with 
parliamentary  usage  to  adopt  this  rule.  A 
slight  change  is  made  in  rule  67,  as  submitted 
by  the  committee,  by  striking  out  of  th?  last  line 
the  words  "of  both  branches,"  so  that  it  would 
read,  "or  the  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  City 
Council."  The  committee  deemed  it  very  desirable 
that  these  i  tiles  should  be  printed  and  laid  nefore 
the  Council  at  the  last  meeting,  but  in  order  to  do 
so,  were  compelled  to  forego  even  therefore  a 
careful  revision  of  the  proof.  There  are  two  or 
three  amendments  which  I  would  like  to  move, 
they  having  the  approval  of  the  other  members  of 
the' committee.  In  rule  23,  in  the  thiid  line,  after 
the  word  President,  insert  the  words  "or  by  the 
Council,"  'o  that  it  shall  read, "when  auy  member 
shall  be  guilty  Of  a  breach  of  either  or  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  Council,  he  may  be  required  by 
the  President  or  by  the  Council  to  make  satisfac- 
tion theiefor";  also  in  the  fourth  line  strike  out 
the  wor'd  "or"  and  insert  "nor  to,"  and  after  "ex- 
cept"  insert  "once."  so  that  it  will  read  "and  in 
such  a  case  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  vote  nor  to 
speak  except  once  by  way  of  excuse,  till  he  has 
done  so  [made  satisfaction],  unless  otherwise  or- 
dered by  the  Council."    1  believe  it  is  usually  in 


accordance  with  general  pailiamentary  usajje  and 
and  I  know  it  is  the  rule  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  a  member  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  House  to  make  satisfaction. 
It  seemed  proper. to  the  committee  that  we 
should  insert  "by  the  Conned,"  so  that  he  may  be 
required  to  do  so  eithei  by  the  President  or  b\  i  he 
Council.  The  39th  rule  I  also  move  to  amend  by 
adding  in  the  3d  section,  after  the  words  "unfin- 
ished 'business  of  preceding  meetings,"  the  words, 
"and  motions  foi  reconsideration,"  so  that  when 
notice  has  been  entered  with  the  Clerk  of  an  in- 
tention to  move  a  reconsideration,  that  motion 
may  be  made  early  in  the  meeting  arid  may  not  be 
lost  by  other  business  coming  up,  a?  is  likely  to  be 
the  case  if  required  to  be  made  under  the  liead  of 
motions,  orders  ami  resolutions,  as  now.  As  it 
seems  to  be  necessary  lb  it  the  motion  should  be 
made  at  the  next'  meeting  of  the  Council 
after  such  intention  is  given,  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  it  should  be  given  early  in 
the  evening.  The  other  amendments  which  1  pro- 
pose are  sim,  ly  verbal.  First,  in  the  56th  section, 
last  line,  to  strike  out  "shall  be"  aid  insert  "has 
been";  in  rule  59,  third  line,  strike  out  "shall 
have"  and  insert  "h^s"  ;  in  i  ule  60,  first  line,  Strike 
out  "shall  be"  and  insert  "is."  These  verbal 
changes  are  simply  to  make  the  style  conform  to 
that  of  the  rest  of  the  ruies. 

The  amendments  offered  by  Mr.  Sprague  were 
severally  adopted.' 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— There  have  been  so 
many  amendments  proposed,  that  I  would  like  to 
see  them  all  together  hefoie  the  rules  are  adopt- 
ed, and  I  move  that  this  report,  as  amended,  be 
laid  upon  the  table  and  printed,  with  the  amend- 
ment- in  italics.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion, 
however,  if  any  gentleman  desires  to  speak. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Maid  7  —  At  the  sugges 
tion  of  some  of  the  members,  and  after  con- 
sultation with  some  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  and  Orders,  I  beg  leave 
to  offer  the  following  amendment  to  the 
sixty-third  rule:  "Debates  on  moiionsto  reconsid- 
er shall  be  limit  til  to  thirty  minutes,  anil  no  mem- 
ber shall  speak  more  than  live  minutes."  The 
members  of  the  committee  and  ot  this  board  well 
know  that  when  a  question  is  thoroughly  debated 
and  decided,  very  often  it  happens  that  some 
member  feels  hurt  and  gets  a  little  mad  with  him- 
self and  the  board  and  wants  to  make  a  long 
speech.  So  he  gets  somebody  to  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  question,  and  when  the  motion  is 
made  he  gets  his  long  speech  off,  and  that  is  all 
he  cares  about.  He  knows  that  is  all  he  can  do; 
he  gets  off  his  long  speech  and  sits  down  qui- 
etly, knowing  beforehand  that  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  is  opposed  to  him.  But  he 
wants  to  make  a  long  speech,  and  he  succeeds.  It 
is  a  rule  in  the  House  of  Repiesentatives  that 
after  a  question  has  been  settled  there  shall  be  no 
more  debate  on  tae  main  question,  unless  the 
House  votes  to  reconsider;  after  a  reconsideration 
takes  place  then  the  main  question  can  come  up 
and  the  debate  go  on.  A  man  can  say  in  rive  min- 
utes ail  that  is  necessary  on  a  question  of  recon- 
sideration, after  a  subject  has  been  thoioughly 
discussed,  and  I  say  that  nothing  should  be  said 
on  the  main  question  until  after  a  recon- 
sideration has  taken  place.  That  has  been 
the  rule  in  the  House  of  Repiesentatives  for 
years :  I  think  it  has  been  a  good  one  there,  and 
that  members  of  this  Council  who  have  been  here 
in  former  years  will  see  that  such  a  rule  will  do 
good  here.  I  believe  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules  ap  arove  of  it. 

The  amendment  of   Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  moved  to  amend  rule  17 
by  inserting  the  woid  "so"  before  the  word  "de- 
sire," and  to  strike  out  tbe  words  "to  speak"  in 
the  last  line.    Adopted. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  move  to  amend  rule  31 
(viz.:  "No  meeting  of  any  committee  shall  be 
called  upon  less  notice  than  twenty-four  hours") 
by  adding,  "unless  a'  pressing  necessity  requires 
it."  The  reason  I  proposed  that  amendment  was 
that  the  rule  seemed  to  be  imperative  that  a  com- 
mittee should  not  be  called  unless  with  twenty- 
four  hours  notice.  Circumstances  may  occur — 
sucn  as  the  stoppage  of  water,  an  explosion,  or 
something  of  the  kind — by  which  a  committee 
should  be  called  here  immediately.  I  think  a 
committee  was  called  together  last  week  in  such  a 
case,  as  it  was  necessary  to  have  them  go  off  next 
morning.  In  such  cases  it  would  be  better  to 
break  the  rule  than  wait. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be.  adopted.    If  a  pressing  necessitv  or  an 
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emergency  arises,  and  the  committee  is  called  to- 
gether in  iess  than  twenty-four  hours,  the  mem- 
bers waive  their  objections.  If  we  adopt  this 
amendment,  the  question  will  be  constantly  aris- 
ing, What  is  a  pressing  necessity  ?  and  who  shall 
determine  it?  Now,  each  gentleman  upon  a  com- 
mittee knows  very  well  that  be  shall  receive,  in  a 
majority  of  cases,  his  notice  of  a  meeting  in  twen- 
ty-four hours,  and  those  of  us  who  do  not  go 
home  during  the  day  would  get  it  when 
we  reach  home  at  night,  while  all  would 
be  pretty  sure  to  get  it  by  the  Dext  day. 
Gentlemen  will  remember  that  early  in  last  year 
one  of  the  Nominating  committees  was  called  in 
less  than  twenty-four  hours,  in  such  a  way  that 
one  member  failed  to  receive  his  notice,  and  it 
was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council.  It 
will  work  much  better  in  a  majority  of  cases  if 
we  let  this  rule  stand  as  it  is,  so  that  we  may  all 
have  time  enough  to  receive  the  notice   in  season 


to  make  arrangements  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  various  committees.  I  think  that  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  had  served  here  during  the 
past  year,  he  would  see  that  the  rule  has  worked 
very  well  as  it  is,  and  I  thinkhe  would  agree  with 
me  that  10  change  is  desirable. 

Mr.  Clarke  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4—1  should  also  have 
stated  that  rule  67  is  new,  as  I  presume  the 
fact  was  recognized  by  the  members.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  "rules  of  parliamentary  practice 
comprised  in  'Cushing's  Manual'  shall  govern  the 
Council  in  all  cases  to  which  they  are  applicable," 
etc.  That,  I  believe,  has  been  ^understood  to  be 
the  case,  but  it  is  introduced  as  one  of  the  rules  of 
the  Council. 

The  rules  and  orders  as  amended  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    95,    1875. 

Regular  weekly  meeting;  at  four  o'clock  P.M. 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JTJBOBB  DRAWN. 

Sever,  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  February 
term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— James  A.  Crowe,  Rug- 
gles-street  Baptist  Church  ;  James  Brennan,  Oak- 
land Hall,  Mattapan;  Jacob  Abbott, Charles  street 
and  its  vicinity;  and  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council. 

PETITIONS,   ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Robert  T.  Swan 
et  al.,  that  certain  streets  in  Ward  l(i  be  used  for 
"coasting,"  subject  to  police  supeivi  ion. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the.  part  of  the 
Board.  M.  C.  iUurry,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  five  horses  on  Downer  street, 

Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Regis- 
ter of  Probate,  to  be  reimbursed  for  $189  paid  to 

prisons  working  in  that  office. 

'To  the  committee  on  Sewe+8.  Patrick  O'Beirne, 
notice  of  appeal  from  assessment  for  sewer  in 
Circuit  street. 

John  J.  Williams,  notice  of  appeal  from  assess- 
ment for  sewer  in  Circuit  street. 

James  A.  Kemp,  to  be  relieved  from  the  over- 
flow of  the  Kemp-street  sewer. 

To  t/ie  Joint  Special  Committee  to  Nominate  a 

Superintendent  of  Common  ami  Public  Grounds. 
Herman  Grundel,  for  appointment  as  Supeiiten- 
dent  oi  Common,  etc. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Andrew  C. 
Wheelwright,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  14 
and  l(i  Central  street. 

John  Borland,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Kilby  street. 

Sarah  F.  Lang,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  estate 
L'6f>  E  street,  caused  by  surface  water. 

To  the  Joint  Committee,  on  Armories.  Company 
E,  Ninth  Infantry,  for  approval  of  armory  at 
corner  of  Harvard  ami  Washington  street". 

Company  1),  Fourth  Battalion  infantry,  for  ap- 
proval of  armory  at  corner  of  Webster  and  Orleans 
streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Sarah 
Waters,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Ninth  street. 

Frederick  Monroe,  to  be  paid  for  copying  old 
Charlestov  n  (town')  records. 

Charles  R.  Classen,  to  be  compensated  for  in- 
juries sustained  by  his  wife  from  a  tab  in  Ex- 
change street.  , 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  establishing  joint  rules  and 
orders  of  the  City  Council  for  1875.  (City  Doc. 
No.  14.)    Passed  and  sent. down. 

Orders  to  pay  Lewis  Clark  §16,594.50,  for  Levei- 
ett  street  damages,  and  to  pay  Simpson  C.  Bixbv 
$164.  for  Shawmut  avenue  damages.  Seveially 
passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUB- 
BENCE. 

Betitions  of  John  Norton  and  Mcses  Vickery , 
ami  order  for  printing  of  transcript  of  Common 
Council  journal.    Severally  referred. 

Certificate  of  election  of  David  P.  Kimball  as  a 
member  of  Committee  on  Accounts.  Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  special  committee 
(Messrs.  Long,  Devereux  and  Beal  to  be  joined) 
to  nominate  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Passed,  and 
Aldermen  Quiney  and  Stebbins  appointed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor  to  keep 
the  ship  channel  free  from  ice.    Passed. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  special  committee 
(Messrs.  Kingsbury,  Murray  and  Uoldthwait  to  be 
joined)  to  nominate  a  City  Registrar.  Passed,  and 
Aldermen  Pope  and  Worthington  appointed. 

A  communication  from  the  Auditor  of  Accouuts 
stating  that  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common 
Council  is  exhausted,  came  up  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Report  in  favor  of  election  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bins and  Councilmen  Cushman  and  Wilbur  as 
Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  and  certificate 
of  election  of  saici  gentlemen  as  such  Directors  by 
the  Common  Council.  The  report  was  accepted 
and  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election.  Alder- 
men Bigelow  and  Burrage  were  appoiuted  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
as  follows: 


Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Alderman  Solomon  B.  Stebbins 11 

"  Clinton  Viles 1 

Councilman  Kuf  us  Cushman 12 

N.  S.  Wilbur 12 

And  Messrs.  Stebbins,  Cushman  and  Wilbur  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  election  of  Alderman  Bige- 
low and  Councilmen  Parker  and  Sweetser  as 
Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  and  certificate  of 
election  of  above-named  Trustees  by  the  Common 
Council.  The  report  was  accepted  and  an  election 
was  ordered.  Aldermen  Viles  and  O'Brien  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
The  y  reported  that  Alderman  Bigelow  and  Coun- 
cilmen Parker  and  Sweetser  had  each  received 
eleven  votes,  the  whole  number  cast.  They  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Report   in   favor  of  the  election    of  Alderman 
Power  and  Councilmen  Page  and  Burgess  as  Di-  i 
rectors  for  Public  Institutions.    Accepted. 

Repoit  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Aldeinian 
Claik  and  Councilmen  Burditt  and  Kimball  as 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.    Accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Alderman 
Prescott  and  Councilni. -n  Thacher  and  Crocker  as 
members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Hoard;  and 
election  of  Messrs.  Prescott,  Thacher  and  Noyes 
as  members  of  said  Board.  The  report  was  accept- 
ed, and  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Aldermen  Pope  and  Worthington  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes, 
They  reported  as  follow  : 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Aldemian  Charles  J.  Prescott 11 

Councilman  William  G.  Thacher » 

Amos  L.  Noyes 5 

Uriel  H.Crocker 10 

And  Messrs.  Prescott  and  Thacher  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence,  and  Mr.  Crocker 
was  declared  elected  in  uon-concuirence.  Certifi- 
cate sent  down. 

BESIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  received  fiom  Wrilliam  H. 
Chipman  resigning  the  office  of  Inspector  of  Elec- 
tion in  Ward  11.    Placed  on  file. 
JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  §1816.96,  being  the  expenses  of 
the  jail  for  January.    Ordered  paid. 

OBDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Charles  H.  Bacon 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  of  forty-hoise  power  in  rear  of  486  Harrison 
avenue,  and  an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a 
hearing  to  all  parties  objecting  thereto  on  Mon- 
day, Feb.  15,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

'  THE   ANNUAL    RLPORT  OF  CITY  SURVEYOR 

(City  Doc.  No.  12)  was  received  and  sent  down. 
The  amount  expended  during  the  year  has  been — 
Expenses  of  City  Surveyor's  office  at  City  Hall,  $24,14«.64 

Expenses  of  the  Roxbury  branch   office 8.984.53 

Expenses  of  the  Dorchester  branch  office 9,282.06 

Expenses  of  the  West  Roxbury  branch  office. .     7,061.50 

Expenses  of  the  Charlestown  branch  office 2,849.49 

Expenses  of  the  Brighton  branch  office 2,76ii.99 

Total  expenditure  from  appropriation  for  sur- 
veying   $53,093.21 

Amount   charged   to   the    appropriation    for 

"Northampton-street   District" 1,854.45 

Total  expenditures  for  1874 $54,947.66 

Among  the  more  important  plans  prepared  dur- 
ing the  year  were  a  "betterment  plan"  of  the 
burnt  district;  plans  of  Atlantic  avenue  docks, 
Northampton-sti eet  District,  Swett^street  District, 
and  Dedham-street  District.  Theie  are  now  10,088 
plans  in  the  department,  besides  3138  lithographed 
plans. 

THE  ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE  SUPEBINTENDENT 
OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

(City  Doc.  No.  13)  was  leceived  and  sent  down. 

The  gross  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been — 
Public  buildings  (116  in  number),  repairs,  altera- 
tions, etc.,  $128,835.26;  county  buildings  (includ- 
ing the  establishment  of  the  new  court  rooms), 
$41,197.46;  schoolhouse,  150  in  number,  contain- 
ing 1211  school  rooms,  $356,625.12;  extraordinary 
expenses,  including  thirty  new  buildings,  $1,448,- 
726.00.  The  number  of  new  buildings  under  con- 
struction during  the  past  year  far  exceeds  that 
for  any  ptevious  year  in  the  histoiy  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  require- 
ments for  new  buildings  for  the  present  are  in  a 
great  measure  supplied,  so  much  so  that  the  ap- 
propriation for  such  can  be  reduced  $700,000  dur- 
ing the  coming  year. 
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The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
number  of  county  buildiDgs,  public  buildings  and 
schoolhouses,  together  -with  the  number  of  feet  of 
land  covered  by  tbe  same  between  the  years  1864 
and  1875 : 
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1864.  J8H4.  1875.      1875. 

County  Buildings.       3  153.297  3      153,498           201 

Public  Buildings..      32  269.337  116    1,779,777  1,510,440 

Sehoolhouses 74  677,000  150    2,321,683  1,644,683 

Totals 109    1,099,634    269    4,254,958  3,155,324 

The  above  will  ehow  a  total  increase  in  eleven 
years  cf  160  buildings,  and  of  land  equivalent  to 
about  seventy-two  acres. 

The  estimated  valuation  of  the  several  county, 
public  buildings  and  schoolbouses,  including  fur- 
niture, land,  etc.,  is  as  follows : 

Counts' $2,000,000 

Public  buildings 6,434,364 

Schoolbouses.; 7,096,500 

Total 816,430,864 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bjgelow;  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as.  follows : 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— John  Watson, 
775  Washington  street;  F.  H.  Nazro,  116  Pearl 
street;  W.  G.  Burnham  &  Co.,  25  Congress  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Yotng  Men's 
Catholic  Association,  to  give  dramatic  entertain- 
ment at  Wait's  Hall,  March  15;  J.  Pigeon,  to  give 
Punch  and  Judy  exhibitions  at  600  Washington 
street. 

Dealer  in  Second-band  Articles  Licensed— John 
Levis,  corner  Decatur  and  Paris  street5*. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Elizabeth  Chee- 
vers,  957  Tremont  street;  John  B.  Perry  &  Co., 
771  Washington. street. 

Victuallers'  License  Refused— P.  H.  Marzynski, 
104  Eliot  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— E.  L.  Carey,  198  Port- 
land street;  John  T.  Murray,  705  Tremont  street. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Granted—  Abratiam  Levi, 
23  Cross  street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— J.  George  Cooper, 
Providence  Depot;  Arthur  Flynn,  1350  Tremont 
street. 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — Mi- 
chael Curry,  562  East  Second  street;  Thomas 
Hughes,  1032  Harrison  avenue ;  Michael  Conboy, 
Keyes  street,  Ward  17.  » 

Severally  accepted. 

MINOKS'   LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, offered  an  order  establishing-  the  rules  of 
the  Board  for  the  l  emulation  of  minors' licenses. 
[The  only  material  change  from  tho-e  of  last  year 
are  in  sections  9  and  10,  by  which  bootblacks'  are 
put  under  the  supervision  of  tbe  truant  officers  in 
the  districts  where  their  stands  are  located.]  The 
order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

FKANKLIN   FUND. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department  on  rhe  part  of  this  Board  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  late  Treasurer  of  the  Frai_klin 
Fund. 
Bead  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING   DEPARTMENT. 

Aldeiman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Stieets  be 
authorized,  under  tbe  diiection  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  contract  fiom  time  to  time  for  the 
purchase  and  exchange  of  horses,  the  supply  of 
hay,  grail.',  paving  stones,  gravel  and  other  ma- 
terials required  for  the  operations  of  the  Paving 
D  epartinent  during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Ordered,  That  tLe  Sup-  rintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  tbe  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  furnish  and  set  edgeston^s  and  pave 
sidewalks  on  any  portions  of  public  streets  where 
tbe  abutters  agree  in  writing  to  pay  one-half  the 
cost  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  tin  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  erect  fences  in  front  of  vacant  lots 
on  public  streets  where  the  public  safety  requires 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  be  authorized 
to  grant  permits  to  open  the  streets  in  accordance 


with  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the  ordinance 
relating  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  number  or  renumber  any  street, 
court  or  place  within  the  city  limits,  whenever  in 
the  opinion  of  said  committee  the  public  conven- 
ience will  be  promoted  thereby. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Street^  be 
authorized  to  lay  cross-walks  and  pave  gutters  en 
the  public  streets  of  the  city  when  deemed  expe- 
dient by  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Severally  read  once. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  E.  W.  James  et  al.,  that  the  thirty-third 
location  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  in  Charles 
street  be  revoked. 

Accepted. 

POST-OFFICE  SQUABE. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  the  several  petitions  in  favor  of  changing 
the  Dame  of  Post  Office  square  to  Farragat. 
square. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  is  a  matter  of  compara- 
tively slight  importance  in  comparison  with  other 
interests  which  will  be  brought  before  us ;  but,  as 
the  same  time  I  do  not  feel  like  voting  to  give 
these  petitioners  leave  to  withdraw,  and  will  give 
my  reasons  in  a  very  few  words,  and  content  my- 
self with  recording  my  vote.  We  have,  on  the 
one  side,  a  strong  petition  from  officers  and  gen- 
tlemen representing  the  navy,  supported  by  many 
prominent  business  firms  not  exactly  abutters  oil 
the  square,  but  in  that  immediate  vicinity,  asking 
us  to  ^ive  a  patriotic  name  to  a  locality" which  is 
destined  to  become  an  important  business  centre. 
On  the  other  band  we  have  the  remonstrances  of 
the  abutters,  few  in  number,  who  claim  to  have 
been  put  to  a  great  expense  for  stationery,  which 
will  have  to  be  sacrificed  if  the  name  is  changed. 
Thev  also  claim,  or  it  was  suggested  by  one  of 
them,  that  ;be  name  Post  office  square  will  have  a 
commercial  value.  That  is  true;  but  it  seems 
tome  that  business  centres  ha\e  a  value  in 
themselves.  Washington,  Federal  and  Congress 
are  all  the  names  ot  business  centres,  and  Far- 
ragut  square  will  be  just  as  well  kno«n, especially 
after  the  distinction  this  little  discussion  has 
given  it,  as  Post  Office  square.  I  rather  like  the 
idea  of  giving  a  patriotic  name  to  a  business 
centre.  Jackson  square,  in  New  Orleans,  is  just 
as  good  a  business  name  as  if  it  had  been  named 
after  cotton  b  les  or  gunny  bags.  Tben  it  would 
be  well  to  remind  the  business  world  that  there  is 
something  to  be  remembered  besides  the  almighty 
dollar,  and  T  should  like  to  have  the  name  nf  the 
old  heroin  that  square,  amid  the  whirl  of  busi- 
ness, rather  than  have  it  on  some  park  outside  of 
the  commercial  part  of  the  city;  and,  therefore,  I 
should  like  to  ask  ibose  gentlemen  to  sacrifice  the 
money  they  have  expended  for  stationery. 

Aldermen  Power— Of  course  the  members  nf  the 
old  Board  will  remember  that  the  meiits  of  both 
sides  of  this  question  were  fully  discussed  last 
year,  and  that  the  previous[Governrnent  thought 
the  interests  ot  the  city  would  be  best  served  by 
naming  thi*  square  Post  Office  square.  So  far  as 
the  change  goes,  there  does  n't  seem  to  be  any 
argument  in  favor  of  it,  except  the  question  of 
patriotism,  which  has  been  brought  in  here  by 
parties  who  have  endeavored  to  work  upon  your 
sympathies  and  arouse  your  patriotism,  as  if  there 
was  am  doubt  that  those  who  desire  the  name 
to  remain  Post  Office  square  h.~  d  not  as  large 
an  amount  of  patriotism  as  those  who  wish 
the  change.  Those  who  desire  the  name  to 
remain  are  immediately  interested ;  they  are 
those  who,  with  oue  exception,  are  the  owners 
and  occupants  of  rhe  property.  Most  of  those 
who  desire  the  chai  ge  are  not  citizens  or 
taxpayers  of  Boston.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  purely  a  business  matter;  those  gentlemen 
who  owii  property  about  there  think  their  busi- 
ness will  be  damaged  somewhat  by  a  change, 
aud.  therefore  they  take  a  great  interest  in  it.  Of 
course,  when  it  was  naiued'Post  Office  square,  the 
abutters  hail  not  gone  to  any  exneuse,  and  there 
was  no  great  feeliug  in  the  minds  of  the  commit- 
tee, one  way  or  another;  bur  when  the  people  who 
owned  property  there  came  before  the  committee 
of  last  year,  we  thought  their  argumeuts  were  the 
best,  and  it  was  named  Post  Office  square.  Since 
then  all  the  abutters  on  tbe  square  have  bad  their 
letters,  billheads  and  books  printed  or  eng rayed, 
at   great,    expe-ise,   and,   therefore,  that    seems 
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to  me  to  be  a  reason  to  let  it  lemain  as  it 
is.  Those  who  ask  for  a  change  are  busi- 
ness men  at  a  distance ;  and  you  can  readily  see, 
gentlemen,  how  easy  it  is  to  get  petitioners  to 
name  a  place  for  a  great  man  like  Admiral  Farra- 
gut.  I  presume  they  could  have  got  almost  every- 
body in  Boston  to  sign  the  petition  if  nothing  of 
the  merits  of  the  case  was  known.  Therefore  the 
reasons  given  by  the  gentlemen  outside  should* 
have  no  weight  with  you  in  this  matter;  at  any 
rate  they  do  not  have  with  thepivsent  committee, 
nor  did  they  with  that  of  last  year.  Mr.  Fox,  ex- 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  came  here  to  represent  the 
petitioners  in  favor  of  the  change,  and  he  made 
a  very  patriotic  speech.  I  heartily  agree 
with  him  in  all  that  he  said  in  relation  to  Admiral 
Farragut,  as  no  doubt  do  all  of  you  ;  and  he  could 
not — it  was  not  in  his  power  to— pay  him  the  trib- 
ule  and  honor  that  he  deserves.  But  that  should 
have  no  bearing  on  this  question  at  all.  If  you 
wish  to  name  a  square  for  Admiral  Far  ragut,  let 
it  be  so:ne  ornamental  square  like  the  Public  Gar- 
den, not  a  busy  thoroughfare  like  this— or,  as  was 
suggested,  give  that  name  to  one  <  f  the  new 
parks,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  more  ap- 
propriate. Therefore*,  I  hope  the  action  of  the 
committee  will  be  sustained  by  this  Board. 

Alderman  Han  is  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  report  was  accepted — yeas  7,  n  iys  5: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  'Burrage,  O'Biien, 
Pope,  Power,  Stebbius,  Viles—  7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Prescott, 
Quincy,  Worthington — 5. 

THE   MOVING  OF  BUII.PINGS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  re- 
quested to  report  rules  to  regulate  the  moving  of 
buddings  through  the  public  streets  of  this  city. 

Passed. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  William 
R.  Cavanagh  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Hampden  street  between  George  and  Eustls 
streets  through  Hampden,  Dudley,  Stoughtou, 
Pieasanl,  Commercial,  Dorchester  avenue  and 
Adams  streets  to  Adams  streec  corner  of  Gibson 
street,  upon  condition  that  said  Cavanagh  shall 
first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  sat- 
isfactory to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  the  city 
harmless  against  any  and  all  claims  for  dam- 
age ,  costs  or  expenses  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in 
any  way  growing  out  of  the  moving  ot  said  build- 
ing through  said  streets;  also  upon  condition  that 
said  Cavanagh  shall  first  obtain  and  tile  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  a  pertnir 
from  the  Superintendent  of  the  New  Yoik  &  New 
England  Railroad  to  move  saiu  building  acio.-s  the 
tracks  ot  said  railroad  on  Dudley  street;  also  a 
permit  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  to  move  said  building  across  the  tracks  of 
said  road  on  Adims  street;  and  also  permits 
from  the  Metropolitan  and  Highland  Street  rail- 
roads to  move  said  building  upon  and  over  their 
tiacks  on  the  above  described  route. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted orders  for  the  collection  of  sidewalk  and 
edgcstone  a-sessments,  as  per  schedule  of  cost 
thereof  submitted  by  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
as  follows:  For  sidewalks— Bennington  street, 
$609.15;  Brooks  street,  $2110.41;  Chelsea  street, 
$1258  95;  G  street,  $533.23;  Gold  street,  $242.71; 
Athens  street.  $259.49;  Athens  street.  $1808.75; 
Saratoga  street,  $2908.89.  For  edgestones— Sara- 
toga street,  $411.39;  Eighth  and  M  streets,  $410.31. 
The  orders  weie  sever  Illy  react  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Power,  tor  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  assessed  to  W.  S. 
Kingsbury,  Dec.  7,  1874,  for  sidewalk  on  Eustis 
street,  corner  of  Hampden  street,  be  abated,  he 
having  paid  for  the  same  previous  to  assessment. 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  assessed  to  Samuel 
E.  Sawyer,  for  sidewalk  on  Millmont  street,  Ward 
15,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Mary  B., 
wife  of  Charles  E.  Pike. 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  assessed  to  F.  W. 
Kittiedge,  lor  edgestones  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  17,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  H. 
S.  Shepard  &  Chester. 

Ordered,  That  the  amour t  assessed  to  George 
Putnam,  Jr.,  for  edgestones  on  Parker  street, 
Ward  15,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to 
Charles  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  the  amount  assessed  to  F.  W. 
Kittiedge  tor  edgestones  on  School  street,  Ward 


17,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  on  Eliza, 
wife  of  Eiastus  W.  Sanborn. 

Ordeied,  That  the  sum  of  $26.53  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Edward  Foye,  on  Silver 
street,  and  the  same  assessed  to  Mary  E.  Murphy. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $4.32  be  ahated  fiom 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  William  Moran,  on 
Bolton  sfieet,  said  amount  being  assessed  in  error. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $20.50  be  abated  from 
the  edgestone  assessment  of  William  P.  Morse,  on 
Trenton  street,  and  the  same  be  reassessed  as  fol- 
lows, viz.:  Gabn  Poole,  Jr.,  $10.25;  Alden  B.  Fos- 
ter, $10.25. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

PERMITS   FOB  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted  i  eports  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  and  boil- 
ers by  George  H.  Ellis,  at  7  Tremont  place,  and 
John  W.  Gree;  leaf,  at  corner  of  Albany  and  East 
Canton  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

REMOVAL   OF  TREES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  report 
in  favor  ot  allowing  E.  C.  Millett  to  remove  four 
trees  from  Browns  avenue  and  Ashland  street, 
Ward  17,  at  his  own  expense  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Also,  an  order  f or  a  hearin g  on  Monday,  Feb.  8, 
at  tour  o'clock  P.  M  on  expediency  of  removing 
a  tree  froii.  the  roadway  at  the  coiner  of  Main  and 
Henley  stieets,  Charlestown,  when  all  persons  ob- 
jecting thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard.  Order 
pa  sed. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  pai  t  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages,  as  follows: 

Order  to  pay  John  C.  O'Callahan  $163.60— widen- 
ing of  Columbia  street.  Re^d  twi  p,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Hants,  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Horace  B.  Sargent  $7197.50— widen- 
ing of  Shawmut  avenue.    Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Ander.-on  P.  Breed  and  another, 
$4850.55-  South  Eoen  street,  Chailestowu ;  the 
same  being  the  award  of  a  juiy,  with  interest 
costs,  etc.  Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Harris,  and  passed. 

NOMINATION    OF  ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Assessors'  Department,  submitted  a  report  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  Thomas  Hills,  Benja- 
min Cushmg,  Thomas  J.  Bancroft,  Horace  Smith 
and  Benjamin  F.  Palmer,  as  Assessors.  The  report 
was  accepted,  and  the  nominations  were  laid  over 
iiiidei  the  rule. 

SUPPLIES  FOR    HEALTH    DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Worthington  offereo  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  "of  Health  be 
authorized,  during  tne  present  municipal  year,  to 
make  contiacts,  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the 
Committee  on  Health,  for  the  purchase  of  such 
quantities  of  hay  or  grain  and  for  such  horses  and 
exchanges  as  his  department  may  from  time  to 
time  require;  also,  for  such  material  as  shall  be 
required  for  the  use  of  this  department. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton, and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAYMENT  OF  JUDGMENTS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized, with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  executions  or  judgments  of  court 
against  the  city,  when  properly  certified  as  cor- 
rect by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington, 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  make  such  airangements  as  they  deem 
expedient  for  keeping  the  horses  used  in  the  Po- 
lice Department;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Police. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  purchase,  from  time  to  time,  such  fur- 
niture and  supplies  as  may  be  required  for  the 
use  of  the  Police  Department;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comir  itree  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  make  such  repairs  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  several  po- 
lice stations  and  the  police  steamboat;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Sevei  ally  read  twice,  on  motion  ot  Alderman 
Burrage,  and  passed. 
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SUPPLIES  FOR  SURVEYOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Surveyor  be  authorized, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  Surveyor's  Department,  to  make  such 
purchases  of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  ma- 
terials and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  for  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 
Read  once. 

REPAIRS  ON  BATH  HOUSES. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Bathing  be  authorized  to  make  such  repairs  as 
may  he  necessary  on  the  several  bathing  houses 
owned  by  the  city,  and  also  to  employ  such  assist- 
ance as  may  b#  required  for  the  care  and  preser- 
vation of  said  houses ;  the  expense  to  he  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Baths. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  and 
passed.    Sent  down.  i 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbms,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation  of 
$1,530,000  to  be  expended  in  providing  sto>  age  ba- 
sins on  tte  Sudbury  River,  an  additional  supply 
pipe  across  Charles  River  on  the  line  of  the  Co- 
chituate aqueduct,  and  in  constructing  a  new 
conduit,  submitted  a  report  recommending  that 
the  request  be  granted,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  an  order  pro- 
viding tne  means.  Report  accepted  and  reference 
ordered.    Sent  down. 

ALDERMEN'S  CONTINGENT  FUND.    ■ 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  be  authorized  to  approve  bills  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Boaxd  of  Aldermen,  and 
the  standing  committees  of  the  Board  not  having 
charge  of  any  appropriations ;  also,  by  individual 
members  of  the  Board  while  engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  official  duty ;  the  amount  of  said  bills 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  Board  01  Aldermen. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins, 
and  passed. 

REPAIRS  ON  COUNTY  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following : 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause 
such  repairs  and  alterations  to  be  made  as  may  be 
needed  on  the  Court  House,  County  Jaii  and  Pro- 
bate Building;  also  on  the  Municipal  Court  rooms 
in  the  Highlands,  Doi  Chester,  West  Roxbury, 
Brighton,  Caarlestown,  East  and  South  Boston, 
provided  said  repairs  and  alterations  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  §5000  during  the  municipal 
year;  the  expense  thereior  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  fur- 
niture for  the  Court  House  aid  Probate  Building; 
also  for  the  Municipal  Courtrooms,  Highlands, 
Dorchester, West  Roxbury,  Brighton,  Charlestown. 
East  and  bouth  Boston ;  the , expense  therefor  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  tor  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Severally  read  once, 

REPAIRS  ON  PUBLIC   BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  supply  the  ne- 
cessary furniture  for  and  cause  to  be  made  such 
repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be  needed  upon  the 
City  Hall ;  also  such  repairs  on  the  police  station 
houses  and  engine  houses,  together  with  other 
public  buildings  as  are  not  made  by  the  respective 
depaitments  using  them;  the  exuense  therefor  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Ordered.  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
ou  Public  Buddings  be  authorized  to  supply  the 
necessary  furniture  for  and  cause  to  be  made  such 
repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be  needed  in  the  sev- 
eral high,  grammar  and  primary  schoolhouses ; 
the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation far  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Severally  read  once. 

LAW  BOOKS. 

Alderman  Quiney  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
authorized  to  purchase  law  books  for  the  City  So- 
licitor's office,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $275; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 
Read  once. 

ADDITIONAL    ASSISTANCE   IN   LAW    DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Quiney,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  whom -was  referred,  as  a  part  of  the 


unfinished  business  of  the  last   City   Council,  an 
ordinance  providing  additional   assistance  in  the 
Law  Department,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 
An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  Relating  to 

the  Law  Department. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

.Section  1.  The  ordinance  relating  to  the  Law 
Department  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  authorize 
the  Mayor  to  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  City  Council  on  Ordinances,  appoint  a  fourth 
Assistant  Solicitor,  who  shall  possess  the  same 
qualifications,  and  hold  his  office  upon  the  same 
tenure  as  the  other  assistants.  He  "shall  perform 
such  professional  duties  incident  to  the  office  as 
may  be  required  of  him  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Section  2.  Whenever  m  the  opinion  of  the 
Mayor  such  an  emergency  arises  as  to  require  that 
additional  assistance  should  be  furnisned  in  the 
Law  Department,  the  Mayor  may,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  provide  such 
assistance  for  the  time  being  as  he  may  deem  ex- 
pedient; and  the  compensation  therefor  shall  be 
established  by  the  Committee,  on  Claims- 

Read  once,  and,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Pres- 
cott, ordered  to  be  printed. 

CENSUS  AND  REVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Alderman  Quiney,  for  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's 
address  as  relates  to  the  census  and  the  revision 
of  the  wards,  submitted  a  report,  in  part,  at  this 
time,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying orders : 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  authorizing  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to 
appoint  agents  to  take  the  decennial  census  and 
the  industrial  statistics  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
in    accordance    with    the     provisions    of     law. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of 
an  act  authorizing  the  division  of  the  eity  of 
Boston  into  such  number  of  wards,  not  exceeding 
thirty,  as  the  City  Council  may  prescribe;  and 
providing  that  each  ward  shall  be  entitled  to  two 
represe;  tatives  in  the  Common  Council  and  two 
in  the  School  Committee,  and  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil shall  have  autroiity,  from  time  to  time,"  to  di- 
vide the  several  wards  into  such  number  of  vot- 
ing precincts,  not.  exceeding  three  in  each  ward, 
as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Alderman  Quiney — I  should  like  to  move  for  the 
second  reading,  at  the  present  time,  ot  the  first  or- 
der, relating  to  the  decennial  census.  The  reasons 
for  desiring  it  to  pass  at  the  piesent  time  and  to 
have  the  city  appear  before  the  Legislature  as  soon 
as  possible,  are  as  follows:  The  General  Statutes 
provide  that  the  decennial  census  shall  be  taken 
agents  appointed  by  the  local  authorities,  the  by 
selectmen  of  towns  and  the  mayors  and  alder- 
men of  cities,  and  it  stood  so  "until  last  year. 
In  1865  an  act  was  passed  for  the  collection 
of  an  immense  amount  of  industrial  statistics, 
by  agents,  provided  that  they  should  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  local  authorities,  and  who  need  not  be 
the  same  as  those  who  are  to  take  the  census. 
But  in  1874,  for  some  reason— it  has  been  suggest- 
ed that  it  was  to  give  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of 
Labor  something  to  do  which  should  justify  their 
.continued  existence — it  was  provided  that  not 
only  the  census,  but  the  collection  of  this  immense 
mass  of  stati- tics,  shiuld  be  undertaken  by  such 
local  assessors  as  should  be  designated  by  tins 
bureau  at  the  State  House.  We  have  the  authori- 
ty of  the  chief  of  the  Assessors'  Department  that 
the  undertaking  of  this  labor  by  them  would  be 
absurd,  overworked  as  they  already  are.  and  -hat 
either  the  city's  business  would  i>e  neglected,  or 
the  work  of  collecting  the  statistics  badly  per- 
formed. In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  an 
attack  has  been  made  upon  thj.  Labor  Bureau,  and 
the  chances  are  that  the  census  matter  will  be 
taken  from  them,  it  is  important  that  the  city  of 
Boston  should  appear  at  the  State  House  asking 
that  it  be  put  back  where  it  was  before. -that  is, 
taken  by  agents  appointed  by  the  local  authori- 
ties. This  "order  authorizes  the  Mayor  to  ask  for 
legislation  authorizing  the  appointment  of  agents 
to  do  this  work  as  it  has  been  done  heretofore,  and 
not  have  it  put  upon  an  already  overworked 
Hoard  of  Asms-  ors.  It  is  desirable  that  the  atti- 
tude of  the  city  in  this  matter  should  be  taken  at 
once. and  I  ask  that  the  order  may  take  its  second 
reading  today. 

The  order  relating  to  the  census  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  passed  and  sent  down,  and  the  or- 
der relating  to  the  division  of  wards  went  over 
under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY   38,    1875. 


Regularj  weekly  meeting  at  V/2  p-  M->  Halsey  J 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  and  City  Surveyor.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  appointment  of  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  as  Special  Police  Officers  without 
pay. 

Petitions  of  Herman  Grundel,  Company  E, 
Ninth  Regiment  Infantry,  Charles  R.  Classes. 

Orders  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  hay  and  grain,  and 
such  horses  and  exchanges  as  may  be  required 
for  his  department  from  time  to  time ;  authoriz- 
ing the  Mayor  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the 
payment  of  executions  and  judgments  of  court 
against  the  city;  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Bathing  to  make  necessary  repairs  on  bath  houses 
and  to  employ  assistance  for  the  care  of  the  same. 
Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  nominating  Thomas  Hills,  Benjamin 
Cushing,  Thomas  J.  Bancroft,  Horace  Smith  and 
Benjamin  F.  Palmer  as  assessors.  Accepted  and 
nominations  laid  over. 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  the  re- 
quest of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  $1,530,000,  for  a  new  conduit,  a  new 
siphon  and  for  storage  basins ;  and  reference  of 
the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Report 
accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

Certificate  of  the  election  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  Uriel  H.  Crocker  as  a  member  of  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Board,  in  place  of  Amos  L.  Noyes, 
chosen  by  this  Council.  The  Council  proceeded 
to  ballot.  Messrs.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  Jaques  of 
Ward  9,  and  Mooney  of  Ward  2  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Amos  L.  Noyes  had 40 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 23 

And  Mr.  Noyes  was  declared  elected,  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

Report  on  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  City 
Council  (City  Doc.  No.  14),  and  order  establishing 
the  same.  Read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— I  should  like  to  in- 
quire of  the  committee  in  what  the  joint  rules  of 
tins  year  differ  from  those  of  last  year? 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — The  principal  differ- 
ence will  be  seen  to  be  in  the  arrangement  and 
statement  of  the  different  rules.  The  committee 
intended  to  make  but  very  few  substantial  changes. 
The  only  such  changes,  I  think,  are  in  rules  10  and 
16.  In  rule  10,  in  the  second  line,  it  is  proposed 
to  change  by  inserting  the  words  "unless  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  City  Council  or  by  the  com- 
mittee." I  believe  this  rule,  as  it  stands  at  pres- 
ent, was  adopted  a  year  ago;  but  it  has  been 
represented  to  the  committee  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  not  to  violate  it  at  certain  times  in  the 
year.  It  sometimes  seems  necessary  that  reports 
should  go  to  one  board  or  the  other,  as  it  may 
save  time.  This  is  the  case  about  the  time  of 
the  summer  vacation  and  at  the  end  of  the  year; 
and  to  keep  the  rule  precisely  as  it  was  last 
year  would  retard  business.  The  committee 
intended  to  preserve  the  spirit  of  ths  rule, 
bnt  to  give  the  committee  discretionary  power 
in  the  matter.  A  change  has  also  been  "made  in 
rule  16,  by  including  under  it  "'boards  and 
officers"  having  charge  of  appropriations,  as  well 
as  '•committees,"  the  words  "Boards  and  officers" 
having  been  inserted  in  two  places.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  reason  why  boards  and  officers 
having  the  charge  of  appropriations  of  money 
should  not  be  brought  within  that  rule,  as  well  as 
committees,  so  that  neither  can  spend  the  money, 
or  a  portion  of  it,  on  objects  other  than  those  for 
which  they  asked  to  have  it  appropriated.  As  I 
said,  the  other  changes  are  principally  in  the  ar- 
rangement and  statement,  which  the  committee 
intended  to  simplify. 

The  order  was  passed. 


Report  and  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  ret 
authorizing  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  take  the 
decennial  census  and  the  industrial  statistics  in 
the  city.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint  three  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  and  report; — 1.  On  the 
quality  and_price  of  gas  furnished  in  this  city  as 
compared  with  that  furnished  in  other  localities. 
2.  Whether  any  improvements  can  be  made  in 
the  methods  of  manufactuie.  3.  Whether  it 
would  be  expedient  for  the  city  to  undertake  the 
manufacture  and  supply  of  gas  for  public  light- 
ing; and,  4.  Whether  any  further  legislation  is 
necessary  to  enable  gas  consumers  to  obtain  a 
prompt  and  impartial  investigation  into  com- 
plaints made  to  gas  companies,  etc.  Said  com- 
missioners to  serve  without  compensation,  except 
for  necessary  personal  or  clerical  expenses. 
Passed,  in  concurrence. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  matters  came  up  under  the  head 
of  unfinished  business : 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Nomination 
of  James  Power  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Cyrus  A.  Page  and  William  C.  Burgess  of  the 
Common  Council,  as  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions. The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs. 
Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  Barry  of  Ward  7,  and  Beal  of 
Ward  16  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Alderman  James  Power  had 65 

"  Hugh  O'Brien 1 

Councilman  Cyrus  A.  Page 54 

"  William  C.  Burgess 34 

William  G.  Train 34 

"  RichardPower 4 

John  N.  Devereaux I 

"  James  J.  Flynn 1 

Alderman  Power  and  Councilman  Page  were 
declared  elected,  and  a  second  ballot,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  tie  vote,  was  held,  with  the 
following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 65 

Necessary  toa  choice 33 

William  C.  Burgess 34 

William  G.  Train 29 

Richard  Power 1 

And  two  ballots  bearing  the  names  of  "Burgess"  and 
"Train"  each. 

Mr.  Burgess  was  declared  elected. 

Certificate  sent  up. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library.  Nomination  of 
John  T.  Clark  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Charles  A.  Burditt  and  David  P.  Kimball  of  the 
Common  Council,  as  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library.  The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs. 
Pierce  of  Ward  11,  Harrigan  of  Ward  1,  and 
Osborne  of  Ward  8  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 66 

Necessarv  to  a  choice 34 

Aldermau  John  T.  Clark  had 65 

Councilman  Charles  A.  Burditt 65 

David  P.  Kimball 65 

And  they  were  declared  elected. 

Certificate  sent  up. 

BADGES. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  commit- 
tee to  procure  badges  for  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  came  up  under  the  head  of  un- 
finished business. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  move  to  amend  the 
order  by  insertiug  before  the  word  "members" 
the  word  "such,  and  after  the  word  "Coun- 
cil" the  words  "as  may  desire  them,"  so  that 
it  shall  read  "procure'  badges  for  such  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  as  may  desire 
them."  The  proposed  amendment,  it  seems  to 
me,  explains  itself;  it  is  simply  to  procure  badges 
for  such  members  of  this  Council  as  want 
them,  and  for  no  others.  Doubtless  there  are 
many  members — I  happen  to  know  that  there  are 
some — who,  like  myself,  have  not  had  occasion 
during  the  past  year  to  make  any  use  whatever  of 
their  badges.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  there  are  any 
members,  old  or  new,  wl.o  do  not  desire  badges,  it 
should  be  at  their  election  to  refuse  them  or  not, 
to  have  them  made  for  them  or  not.  I  hope  that 
those  who  do  not  desire  badges  shall  be  allowed 
nor  to  take  them. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  am  very  glad  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  has  offered  this  amendment. 
I  hope  and  have  no  doubt  it  will  prevail.    I  move 
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to  farther  amend  by  adding  at  the  end 
of  Hie  order  the  words  "not  to  exceed  six  dollars 
each."  I  do  not  sec,  Mr.  President,  why  the  city 
of  Boston  should  be  called  upon  to  furnish  these 
badges  at  all;  ana  I  shall  vote  against  the  order 
in  foto,  as  I  did  last  year.  Certainly  nothing 
comea  from  them,  and  what  do  they  signify?  But, 
if  it  must  be  dune— if  these,  which  are  to  be  the 
insignia  of  a  position  in  this  body,  are  to  be  adopt- 
ed—an  expense  of  $5  or  $6  is  just  as  well  for  all 
practical  purposes  for  which  this  badge  is  intend- 
ed bv  those  who  wish  to  u  e  ii,  and  it  will  answer 
tbe  purpose  just  as  well  as  it  will  to  spend  $12  or 
JIB,   is  we  did  last  year. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Kimb  01. 

Mr.  .1  aqucs  of  '.)— 1  am  heartily  in  accord  with 
the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  iu  toe  spirit  of 
Whal  they  have  said  ;   but   I   am    rather  sorry  that 

these  amendments  have  been  oii\  red,  because  i 
think  the  question  ought  to  have  been  met  as  a 
Whole  and  not  in  this  half  way.  I  think  the  whole 
thing  is  wrong  from  beginning  to  end — wrong  in 
it*-  spirit  and  conception,  'i  he  appointment  of 
members  of  the  Common  Council  as  special 
police  officers  puts  this  body,  1  think,  in  an  un- 
dignified position.  If  f  understand  it,  this  Council 
is  a  legislative  body ;  its  functions  are  to  make 
buss    and    rules    for    the  govei  ninent  of  this  city, 

and  not  to  execute  them  as  policemen,  if  it  be 
said  that  emergencies  may  arise  where  it  would 
be  desirable  to  have  them  act  as  oflici  rs— they  are 
liable    to  be   called  upon  as  pajt  of  a  posse  com- 

niitatus— as  good  citizens  they  can  idler  (heir  sor- 
,:  .e.  one.  Therefore,  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  "subject,  being  the  first  appropriation 
asked  for,  coiiies  up  earl.\  every  year  as  a  sort  of  test 
question,  although  it  is  apparently  a  trivial  mat- 
ter: and  that  quest  on  is  whether  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  will  say.  Shall  we  set  our 
faces  sterol]  against  the  appiopriation  of  any 
money  that  is  not  necessary  and  judicious  and  no't 
tor  the  good  of  the  city?  or.  shall  we  use  laxity  in 
rcg.  id  to  a  incisure  that  appeal!  only  to  our  van- 
ity ?  This  has  got  to  be  a  test  of  that  \ cry  princi- 
ple, and  it  is  more  so  because  it  is  a  simple  one. 
On  other  questions  members  may  hare  different 

opinions  upon  dilterciit  points,  'but  nothing  can 
come  up  where  the  question  rests  more  upon  prin- 
ciple than  this.  His  a  mere  question  of  appeal- 
ing to  our  vanity.  Now,  assuming  that  it  is  tie- 
suable  that  this  body  should  serve  as  special  po- 
lice, the  sincerity  of  our  feelings  can  be  as  well 
shown  by  adopting  a  very  simple  badge  as  by  an 
expensive  one.  If  we  are  called  upon,  in  ease  of 
disturbance,  where  it  would  be  useful,  would  any 
gentleman  care  whether  his  badge  was  made  of 
tin  or  gold?  If  we  decide  to  accept  the  positions 
of  policemen  assigned  to  us,  it  appears  to  me  that 

we  should  have  a  very  simple  badge.    I  hope  the 

»  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  think, with  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down,  that  we  should  kill 
this  whole  matter.  I  was  a  member  Of  this  Coun- 
cil two  or  three  years  ago  and  got  one  of  those 
magnificent  badges:  I  always  looked  with  a  great 
deal  of  veneration  upon  it,  and  I  wonder  how 
those  gentlemen  with  eight  or  nine  badges  feel 
when  they  take  them  out  of  the  drawer  to  look  at 
them.  Now,  if  we  are  going  to  have  a  badge,  let 
us  have  a  grand  and  magnificent  one,  be- 
cause it  is  to  be  a  magnificent  affair — it  is 
like  the  shoulder  straps  and  epaulets  of  the 
army  Officer.  Let  us  have  some  such  badges  if  we 
have  any  at  all.  "What  would  we  do  without 
badges?  (If  a  great  fire  should  occur,  as 
one  gentleman  said  to  me,  where  would  the  flames 
be  if  wo  were  not  allowed  to  enter  the  lines? 
Why,  sir,  the  whole  city  would  be  consumed  be- 
cause we  could  n't  enter  the  lines.  That  is  conclu- 
sive proof  why  we  should  have  gold  badges.  The 
other  police  officers  get  tin  badges,  but  they  get  S3 
a  (lav,  while  we  serve  a  whole  year  for  nothing; 
and  why  should  n't  we  have  gold  badges?  If  we 
are  to  have  badges,  let  us  have  magnificent  ones, 
because  they  are  purely  ornamental.  I  belong  to 
this  body,  and  why  should  n't  I  have  something 
to  distinguish  me  from  the  common  herd?  If  I 
want  to  go  to  the  Howard  Athenaeum,  why  should 
n't  I  have  something  to  distinguish  me  from  the 
common  public,  and  pass  me  in  free?  Let  us 
have  them  magnificent,  if  we  have  them  at  all. 
But  in  all  truth  and  seriousness,  what  use  are 
they?  What  do  we  need  of  them?  What  do  we 
wntto  be  special  police  officers  for?  What 
duty  will  we  have  to  perform  that  will 
ieqiiire  them?  I  am  afraid  that  when 
an     exigency     occurs    .we     would     be     found 


non  i  st— more  anxious  to  hide  our  gold  badges 
than  to  show  them.  If  we  are  to  be  special  police 
office! s,  year  after  year,  why  should  n't  the  badge 
Of  la  t  year  do  for  this  year,  if  it  is  simply  to  show 
that  we  are  police  officers  ?  I  say  it  is  a  custom 
more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observ- 
ance,  aod  the  City  Government  that  disposes  of 
this  question  forever  and  aye  will  deserve  the  grat- 
itude of  the  people,  because  it  is  an  expenditure  of 
$1500  for  no  earthly  use  than  to  gratify  the  vanity  of 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council.  We  want  to 
have  something  to  distinguish  us  from  everybody 
else,  and  say  when  we  open  our  coats  that  this  is  the 
insignia  of  office  of  members  of  the  Common 
Council.  The  sooner  we  get  rid  of  this  thing  the 
oeiter.  I,  for  one,  will  oppose  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  0,  and  the  whole  order, 
too. 

The  amendment  of   Mr.  Kimball  was  lost,  and   • 
the  question  was   upon   the    amendment   ot    Mr. 
Perkins. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0 — I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  16,  and  1  shall  speak  seriously.  When 
1  oil-red  the  amendment  to  the  original  order  it 
was  not  with  the  intention,  as  the  member  before 
me  us- uiued,  of  killing  the  whole  measure.  I  of- 
fered it  honestly  for  the  purpose  of  being  able  it  I 
saw  fit,  not  only  to  decline  to  take  the  badge 
made  for  me,  but  to  ask  this  Council  that  a  badge 
Should  not  be  made  for  me.  The  gentleman  from 
War' l  16  olfeied  an  amendment  that  the 
expense  of  the  badges  should  be  reduc- 
ed to  $6  each.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  prevail.  If  we  need  a  badge  at  all 
it  is  for  use,  and  a  cheap  badge  i~  as  useful  and 
serviceable  as  an  expensive  one.  That  genrlemen 
of  this  Council  may  know  how  much  is  being  ex- 
pended here  for  badges  1  would  state  that  in  the 
years  included  between  1857  and  1867,  $981  were 
spent  for  badges  for  both  branches  of  the  City 
Government;  while  from  1868  to  the  present  time 
thi~  branch  alone  has  spent  $7500.  Now,  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  it  is  time  to  stop.  Those  gentle- 
men who  were  here  with  me  last  year  know  that  I 
attempted  to  stop  this  enormous  annual  expendi- 
ture for  ornament.  I  desire  again  this  year  to 
ask  the  Council  to  adopt  a  cheap  badge,  and  as 
such  1  would  cheerfully  favor  the  price  limiting  it 
to  So.  if  we  are  to  have  badges  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  must  have  one,  let  us  have  a 
cheap  one. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G— I  entirely  agree  with  my 
colleague  that  we  ought  not  to  spend  $15  for  abadge. 
I  differ  from  some  of  those  who  have  spoken,  in 
thinking  that  a  badge,  if  it  can  be  a  proper  one,  is 
convenient  to  have  upon  certain  occasions.  While 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  against  any  order 
authorizing  an  expenditure  of  $15  for  a  badge,  as 
we  did  la- 1  year,  and  while  I  shall  oppose  an  un- 
limited expenditure  for  the  purpose,  I  should  be 
in  favor  of  supplying  all  members  of  this  body* 
with  badges  to  cost  not  over  $6,  for  which  sum  I 
thitk  appropriate  badges  can  be  obtained.  They 
are  very  convenient  upon  many  occasions,  and  I 
think  no  one  can  reasonably  find  fault  at  that 
price. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Perkins  was  lost  by  a 
rising  vote — 21  for,  32  against. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  offered  the  following  as 
a  substitute  -. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Celebration  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anniver- 
sary of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  be  requested  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  causiug 
a  medal  to  be  constructed  commemorative  of  those 
great  events  which  led  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  raise  the  question  of  or- 
der whether  that  is  proper  as  a  substitute,  and — 

The  President— Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  was  about  to  raise  the  same  point, 
that  the  order  offered  as  a  substitute  is  not  ger-     \/. 
inane  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  President — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — Does  the  Chair  rule 
that  we  cannot  get  medals? 

The  President— The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
order  offered  as  a  substitute  proposes  to  award 
something  in  the  future  that  does  not  necessarily 
or  apparently,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  fill 
the  place  that  is  proposed  by  the  order  for  badges. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  had  supposed  that  when 
this  small  question  of  badges  was  to  arise  this 
year  it  would  be  treated  in  the  same  manner 
which  it  has  been  heretofore,  and  that  is  with  rid- 
icule.   Now,  if  I  remember  aright,  there  are  some 
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forty  new  members  this  year,  more  than  a  majori- 
ty, and  I  think  Che  new  members  are  entitled  to 
as  decent  and  respectable  a  badge  as  has  been 
customary  for  the  older  members  to  receive  and 
use.  I  have  some  two  or  three  badges  now,  one 
nearly  twenty  years  old,  which  cost  seventy-five 
cents,  when  I  was  in  the  Council  in  1857;  I  have 
the  badge  of  last  year  and  the  year  before,  both 
of  which  I  propose  to  keep  as  long  as  I 
live,  and  hand  down  to  my  children  to  show 
them  that  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being 
a  member  of  the  Common  Council  here ;  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  new  members  here  are  entitled  to 
have  the  distinction,  the  honor  of  being  pointed 
out  as  members  of  this  honorable  body,  not  only 
to  the  present  generation,  hut  to  the  future  gen- 
erations. And  whether  they  use  those  badges  in 
performing  the  duties  of  policemen  or  otherwise, 
they  are  insignia  here,  no  matter  whether  it  is 
in  Boston  or  any  other  part  of  the  country,  and 
they  are  able  to  show  them  whether  in  good  or 
evil  report.  And  I  conceive  it  to  be  an  honor  to 
which  each  member  is  entitled.  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  frivolously  treated.  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  "Ward  6  that  he  is  perfectly  consistent 
in  offering  the  amendment  that  he  did.  I  think 
he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  last  year,  and 
a  handsome  badge  it  was.  Whether  the  badges 
are  to  cost  six  dollars  or  twenty-rive  cents 
is  not  the  question.  We  pass  through  orders  for 
the  appropriation  of  millions  of  dollars  here 
without  taking  one  tithe  of  the  time  that  we 
spend  talking  upon  this  subjecc.  I  believe  we  are 
belittling  ourselves  in  discussing  this  subject.  I 
believe  it  is  our  duty  to  vote  these  badges,  espe- 
cially when  many  members  of  this  body  are  new 
in  the  position.  Notice  has  been  received  that  his 
honor  the  Mayor  has  appointed  and  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  confirmed  this  body  as  special  po- 
lice officers.  Now,  is  it  known  what  are  the  du- 
ties incumbent  upon  these  gentlemen  as  special 
policed  Is  it  known  that  special  police  have  no 
right  to  exercise  the  prerogatives  of  police  offi- 
cers any  more  than  any  other  individual  ?  That  is 
law,  sir,  coming  from  me  who  am  not  a  lawyer. 
That  has  been  so  decided  by  the  City  Solicitor. 
They  will  not  be  called  upon  to  exercise  that  au- 
thority anymore  than  I  will  have  as  an  humble  pri- 
vate citizen.  Each  private  citizen  is  bound  by  the 
common  law  to  exercise  the  duty  of  policeman 
when  called  upon.  That  everybody  knows.  But  it  is 
almost  useless  to  discuss  this  mattsr.  I  think  the 
Council  is  ready  to  vote  for  a  badge.  As  for  vot- 
ingfor  a  three-cent  badge,  I  am  opposed  to  it.  I  am 
willing  to  vote  for  such  a  committee  as  you,  sir, 
in  your  judgment  shall  appoint,  to  select  a  badge. 
I  hope  the  order  will  pass  without  any  amend- 
ment and  that  the  committee  will  select,  a  decent 
and  respectable  badge,  and  if  any  member  here 
sees  fit,  he  can  refuse  it,  and  say  so  from  his  seat 
,  in  the  Council,  and  there  take  the  honor  of  it,  if 
honor  it  may  be.  I  believe  that  history  doesn't 
tell  of  a  single  individual  yet  who  refused  to  take 
his  badge,  and  I  don't  believe  that  history  will 
reveal  any  such  a  member  even  in  our  honorable 
Council  of  1875;  when  a  handsome  badge  is  pro- 
duced here,  100  years  after  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, I  don't  believe  any  member  will  rise 
in  his  place,  and  say,  "I  spurn  "it,  and  so  take  it, 
Mr.  President,  and  use  it  as  you  think  fit."  1  don't 
believe  that  man  exists. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— The  practical  question 
which  comes  up  is,  as  the  gentleman  before  me 
has  remarked,  What  earthly  use  is  this  badge  to 
be  to  any  of  us?  I  do  not  want  it  to  hold  up  to 
my  children,  when  I  get  to  be  an  old  man, 
to  show  that  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member 
of  this  body.  If  I  can  do  nothing  to  teach  my 
friends  that  I  have  had  the  honor  to  sit  in  this 
body;  if  I  shall  do  nothing  to  impress  it  upon  their 
memories,  except  to  wear  a  tin  or  gold  badge  upon 
my  body,  I  shall  have  labored  in  vain.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  says  he  does  n't  believe  any 
members  of  this  body  will  decline  the  badge.  I 
respectfully  decline  it.  I  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass.  There  is  no  sense  or  propriety  in  taking 
$1500  out  of  the  treasury  to  gratify  the  vanity  of 
members. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  says  a  great  deal  of  time  is  spent  upon 
apparently  trivial  questions.  Oue  consideration 
occurs  tome,which  shows  that  it  has  an  Important 
bearing  upon  this  subject.  The  question  is,  whether 
we  shall  vote  to  spend  money  which  we  believe 
to  be  thrown  away,  or  shall  we  vote  against  such 
action?  I  believe  that  the  easy  virtue  that  will 
allow  appropriations  confessedly  unnecessary  and 
injudicious,  if  exhibited  in  a  body  like,  this,  ex- 


poses that  body  to  a  want  of  confidence  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  represented. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— I  hope  gentlemen  will 
not  allow  themselves  to  be  deceived  by  the  state- 
ment that  this  is  a  matter  of  a  few  dollars  and 
that  we  are  going  io  appropriate  much  larger 
sums  with  much  less  talk.  It  is  a  question  of 
how  much  money  we  shall  vote  into  our  pockets, 
and  if  we  vote  an  extravagant  sum  for  badges  I 
think  we  may  well  beware.  Gentlemen  may  rec- 
ollect something  about  the  back-pay  swindle. 
Members  of  Congress  thought  that  that  was  a  mat- 
ter of  only  a  few  thousands,  but  the  sentiment 
of  the  whole  nation  was  aroused  on  that  subject, 
and  a  great  many  felt  so  ashamed  of  themselves 
that  they  paid  ihe  money  back  again.  It  seems  to 
me  that  when  we  vote  aj  extravagant  sum  for  a 
gold  or  silver  badge  we  put  ourselves  in  the  same 
position  that  those  congressmen  did  who  voted  a 
few  thousand  dollars  into  their  own  pockets. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  cannot  agree  with  the 
member  from  Ward  5,  and  be  willing  to  trust  the 
selection  of  a  badge  to  any  committee  that  you 
may  appoint,  sir ;  not  that  I  lack  confidence  in 
you,  but  I  think  there  should  be  some  expression 
of  opinion  of  the  amount  of  money  that  we  put 
inio  each  badge.  It  is  quite  evideiit  that  the 
Council  is  ready  to  vote  upon  this  question,  but  I 
should  like  an"  exjiression  of  opinion  that  the 
badge  should  cost  either  $10,  $15  or  $20, 
and  I  move  that  the  price  shall  not  ex- 
ceed $10.  Now,  notwithstanding  the  com- 
pliments of  the.  gentleman  from  Ward  5  in 
regard  to  the  badge  of  last  year,  I  did  not 
consider  it  a  very  handsome  one.  Ithtnk  it  was  too 
large;  the  outside  rim  was  too  broad;  there  was 
too  much  space  within  the  shield  and  the  outside 
rim.  I  believe  that  we  could  get  a  small  gold 
badge  about  the  size  of  the  inner  rim  of  last 
years  badge,  with  a  raised  shield,  with  the  words 
"Boston  Common  Council,"  and  do  away  with  the 
name.  If  a  badge  shall  be  adopted  which  leaves 
off  the  name  I  shall  most  respectfully  decline  mine, 
because  I  do  not  want  it.  Mine  has  "not  been  taken 
from  the  box  in  which  it  was  given  to  me  by  the 
City  Messenger  since  I  carried  it  home  that  night. 
But  if  the  Common  Council  determine  to  have  a 
badge  with  the  name  of  each  member  upon  it,  I 
shall  most  certainly  take  it,  for  some  of  our 
badges  have  been  found  where  I  don't  want  rny 
name  to  go.  I  hope  the  Council  will  consider  that 
the  committee  can  get  a  gold  badge  for  ten  dollars, 
and  will  limit  them  to  that  sum.  My  experience 
last  year  was  that  every  man  who  is  "going  to  offer 
a  design  knows  exactly  how  much  money  we 
voted,  and  you  cannot  "get  a  bid  much  under  the 
price  we  propose  to  pay. 

Mr.  ShaiV  of  Ward  5—1  don't  think  I  would 
differ  much  from  my  worthy  friend  from  Ward  6; 
certainly  not  in  this  particular,  and  if  the  com- 
mittee is  appointed,  I  wish  he  could  be  a  member/ 
of  it,  and  then  he  can  have  his  voice.  I  agree 
with  him  perfectly  in  regard  to  his  criticism  of 
last  year's  badge;" it  could  be  improved,  although 
I  thought  it  was  a  handsome  badge,  and  think  so 
still.  I  hope  that  if  the  committee  is  appointed 
they  will  profit  by  his  experience.  As  to  "the  crit- 
icism of  my  friend  about  the  members  of  Con- 
gress and  "back  pay,  I  think  th<?re  is  about  as 
much  relevancy  in  that  as  there  is  in  the 
wind  that  blows  across  the  Back  Bay.  Back 
pay!  Who  is  going  to  get  any  back  pay?  That 
comparison  isn't  hardly  worth  notice.  So  ridic- 
ulous is  it  that  it  should  be  wafted  down  to 
Washington  and  carried  down  to  New  Orleans, 
and  by  mid  by  Andy  Johnson  will  get  to  Congress. 
and  by  and  by  he  will  make  the  welkin  ring. 
Why, "if  my  friend  could  get  to  be  a  member  of 
Congress  tie  could  discuss  the  back-pay  question 
and  not  come  down  to  the  Common  Council.  I 
hope  this  matter  will  pass  right  along  as  it  ought 
to  do.  I  have  no  question  that  a  very  handsome 
badge  can  be  obtained  for  $10,  and  "1  hope  the 
Council  may  accept  it  and  then  let  a  competent 
committee  be  appointed  to  cany  it  out. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— As  one  of  the  forty 
new  members.  I  had  simply  intended  to  vote 
against  this  measure,  let  it  come  in  any  way  it 
does.  But  having  had  so  much  encouragement  I 
would  move  that  the  whole  subject  nc  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  was  not  in  cider  while  the  amend- 
ment was  pending. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Kimball  was  carried  bv 
a  using  vote— 32  for.  26  against. 

Mr.  "Morrison  renewed  the  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  and  Mr.Perkins  called  for  the  year 
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and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  prevailed— yeas  35,  nays  32: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Cowley,  Crocker, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Day,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait, 
Guild,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Kingsbury, 
Leighton,  Long,  Lonng,  Morrison,  Newton,  .Page, 
Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Power,  Samp- 
son, Smith,  Sprague,  Stacev,  Sneetser.  Thacher, 
Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Willcutt— 35. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Cushinan.Devereaux,  Dug- 
gan,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harrigan, 
Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Lappen,  Mo- 
ley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Rice, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
bur, Woods— 32. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  specially  assigned  for  half-past 
eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  declared  carried  by  a  rising  vote — 33  for, 
32  against. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  that  the  last  vote  be  verified 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Flynn  called  for  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  as 
no  doubt  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  intended  to  doubt  the  vote. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  motion  in  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  motion  to 
specially  assign  was  lose — yeas  31,  nays  35: 

Yeas — Mesois.  Anderson,  Ban y,  Bent,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Devereaux,  Duggan,  Ed- 
wards, Firzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kel- 
ley, Kingsley,  Lappen,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray, 
Noyes,  Osborne,  Page,  Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley, 
Walsh,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Woods— 31. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Cawley,  Crocker, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Day,  Fitzgerald,  (ioldthwait, 
Guild,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Kings- 
bury, Leighton,  Long,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newton, 
Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Stacev,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Train, 
Trull,  Wadsworth,  Whitcomb,  Willcutt— 35. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  reconsideration,  and  the 
motion  was  lost — yeas  27,  nays  38 : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Cushman,  Devereaux,  Edwards,  Fitzpat- 
nck,  Flynn,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsley, 
Lappen.  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne, 
Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore, 
Wilbur— 27. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Crocker,  Curtis,  dishing,  Day,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
th  wait,  Guild,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball, 
Kingsbury,  Leighton,  Long,  Loring,  Morrison, 
Newton,  Page,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Pierce, 
Power,  Sampson,  Smith,  Sprague,  Staeey,  Sweet- 
ser.  Thacher,  Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Willcutt, 
Woods— 38. 

THE  SINKING    FUNDS. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Funds  (City  Doc.  No.  15)  was  re- 
ceived and  sent  upi 

The  gross  funded  debt,  Dec.  31,  1874,  was  $43,431,501.96 
The  gross  funded  debt,  June  30,  1874,  was      42,735,785.77 

Increase  of  the  gross  funded  debt  during 
the  six  months  ending  Dee.  31, 1874....         $695,716.19 

The   total  amount  of  the   redemption 

funds,  Dec.  3i,  1874.  was $14,329,994.73 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds, 

June  31,  1874,  was 14,264,451.30 

Increase  of  the  redemption  funds  during 
the  six  months  ending  Dec.  31,  1874, 
was $£5,543.43 

Net  debt,  Dec.  31,  1874 $29,101,507.23 

Net  debt,  June  30,  1874 28,471,334.47 

Increase  of  the  net  debt  during  the  six 
months  ending  June  30, 1874 $630,172.76 

The  amount  of  debt  redeemed  at  matu- 
rity, and  cancelled  with  revenue  funds, 
during  the  six. months $252,000.00 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  sinking  funds 
and  debt: 

Revenue  and  Sinking  Funds. 

General  Debt  Sinking  Fund $10,507,704.10 

Water  Debt *  1,415,717.31 

Consolidated    Street   Improvement.  Loan 

Sinking  Funds 763.913.67 

Appropriation  and  Revenue  Fund  1873-4. . ..  556,223.28 

Suttolk-street  District  Sinking  Fund 186,709.22 

"          Revenue  Fund 1,714.67 


Burnt  District  Sterling  Loan  Sinking  Fund  265,4 

"                  "           "     Revenne  Fund  25,( 

Mystic  Water  Works  Sinking  Fund 74,1 

Public  Building  Loans  Sinking  Fund 185,* 

"  "       Revenue  Fund 

Street  Improvement  Loans  Sinking  Fund..  366, 

•*                             "       Revenue  Fund.  30,< 

Total  Redemption  Funds $14,329,! 


The  Debt. 

Total  Funded  Debt,  June  30,  1874 

Increase  since, — 

Burnt  District  Loan $l,ii56.5iiu.iii) 

Street  Improvement  Loan . .      493,000.00 


Paid  from  General  Debt  Sinking  Fund- 
City   Debt $367,000.00 

Dorchester  Debt..  15,000.0(1 
Charlestown  Debt  43,820.89 
West  Rox.  Debt. . .  15,000.00 
Brighton  Debt. . . .     49,550.01) 


$42,135,785.77 

1,549,500.00 
$44,285,285.77 


Paid  from  Consolidated  Street 
Improvement  Fund 

Burnt  District  Sterling  Loan 
Sinking  Fund 

Revenue  funds  (city  debt) 


$489,870.89 
43,340.00 


68,572.92 
252,000.00 


853,783.81 


Gross  funded  debt  Dec.  31, 1874. 
Less  redemption  funds 


$48,431,501.96 
14,329,994.73 


Netdebt  Dec.  31,  1874 $29,101,507.23 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  21— Petition  of  George 
W.  Little,  Trustee  of  Charlestown  Poor  Fund. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Finance. 

By  Mr.  Rice  of  Ward  19— Petition  of  Company 
C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  approval  of 
armory  on  Hancock  street,  near  Upham's  Corner, 
Ward  16.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries. 

By  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  R.  D. 
Smith  ct  ah,  that  the  passage  across  King's 
Chapel  yard  may  be  opened  daily  through  to 
Court  square.    Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  John 
Gilson,  that  a  certificate  of  city  of  Boston  six 
per  cent,  stock  be  delivered  to  him  to  replace  one 
that  was  lost.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Severally  sent  up. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  special  committee  to  nomi- 
nate candidate  for  Commissioner  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.  Read  twice  aud  passed,  and  Messrs.  Long 
of  Ward  8,  Kingsley  of  Ward  3  and  Lappen  of 
Waid  12  appointed.    Sent  up. 

BADGES, 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  be  a  committee  to  procure 

suitable  badges  for  the  members  of  the .  Common 
Council,  the  expense  thereof  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  of  fifteen*  dollars  each ;  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7. 

DORCHESTER  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Libra- 
ry cause  to  be  printed  an  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  recent  dedication  of  the  Dorchester 
Branch  Library ;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Printing. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

NOMINATIONS. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees  were  sub- 
mitted, as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — Recommending  the 
election  as  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  Hugh 
O'Brien  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  Otis  H. 
Pierce  and  Henry  H.  Sprague  of  the  Common 
Council. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— Recommending  the 
reelection  of  Alvah  H.  Peters  as  City  Messenger. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  nominations 
laid  over. 

PERMITS   FOR  WOOD  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2,  for  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, submitted  reports  with  orders  authorizing 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


the  granting  of  permits  to  C.  J.  Donovan  &  Co., 
to  erect  wooden  building  on  Bartleot  place,  Ward 
13,  and  to  Smith  &  Jacobs  to  erect  building  for 
storage  of  lumber  on  Plympton  street,  Waid  10. 
Orders  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

FINANCE. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Finance  respectively  on 
petition  of  F.  A.  Hall  and  the  communication 
from  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  pay  Francis  A.  Hall  three 
Citv  of  Boston  gold  coupons  of  $25  each,  num- 
bered 2934,  4271  and  5794,  alleged  to  have  been 
burned,  upon  satisfactory  evidence  of  such  loss 
being  produced  by  the  party  claiming  payment, 
and  on  condition  that  said  party  shall  give  a  bond 
to  the  city  with  sufficient  sureties  satisfactory  to 
the  City  Solicitor  and  City  Treasurer  to  indemnify 
it  from*  all  claims  in  consequence  of  said  payment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Incidental  Expenses  to  that  for 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common  Council  the 
sum  of  $500. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

LODGERS  AT  STATION  HOUSES. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  that  portion  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  Chief  of  Police  relating  to  lodgers  at  station 
houses  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances;  and  that  they  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  whether  it  is  expedient  to  make 
any  changes  in  the  present  arrangements  for  the 
accommodation  of  transient  lodgers,  or  to  provide 
temporary  employment  for  such  lodgers,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  compensate  the  city  for  the  shel- 
ter and  food  afforded;  and  if  any  changes  are 
deemed  advisable. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  USE  OF  BADGES. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  the  use  of  badges  for  the  Com- 
mon Council  at  the  expense  of  the  city  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  order  will 
not  be  laid  on  the  table.  It  seems  to  ine  that  the 
order  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is 
nothing  but  an  attempt  to  filibuster. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  has  no  right  to  state 
what  my  motives  were. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  ask  the  gentleman's  pardon. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared  lost, 
on  a  rising  vote— 28  for,  29  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  the 
vote  might  be  verified. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion 
was  lost — yeas  29,  nays  31. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle,  Cushman,  Devereaux,  Edwards, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kelley, 
Kingsbury,  Kin'gsley,  Lippen,  Moley,  Mooney, 
Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice, 
Shaw,  Walsh,  Whitmore,  Wilbur— 29. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Cawley,  Curtis, 
dishing,  Bay,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait,  Guild, 
Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Leighton, 
Long,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Parker,  Pea- 
body,  Perkins,  Sampson,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Whitcoinb, 
WiHcutt-31. 

Mr.  Perkins  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— May  I  inquire  the 
meaning  of  the  order?  1  confess  that  I  can  at- 
tach no  meaning  to  the  words  as  the  order  now 
reads. 

Mr.  Perkins— The  plain  and  imple  intention  of 
the  order— it  has  been  very  hastily  drawn— was  to 
settle  this  question  tonight  and  hereafter  for  this 
year.  The  Council  have  voted  substantially  to- 
night not  to  spend  money  from  the  city  treasury 
for  badges.  By  parliamentary  practice  an  order 
has  been  introduced  here  which  looks  to  the  de- 
feat of  the  wish  of  the  majority  as  expressed  hero 
tonight.  Therefore  this  order  is  offered  to  settle 
this  question  and  to  decide  that  no  members  shall 
have  badges  at  the  expense  of  the  city  of   Bostyn- 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— There  is  a  saying  some, 
thing  like  this  in  Shakspeare : 

"If  it  were  done,  when  't  is  done,  then  't  were  well 
It  were  done  quickly." 


Now,  sir,  what  is  the  utility  of  this  order?  We 
may  pass  such  an  order  as  this  tonight  and  next 
Thursday  evening  we  can  pass  an  order  for  sup- 
plying ourselves  with  badges,  and  it  is  perfectly 
competent  for  us  to  do  so.  Did  the  gentleman 
and  his  beautiful  colleague0,  the  illustrious  trio, 
go  into  the  ante-rooms  with  the  redoubtable  mem- 
ber from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald]  to  concoct  this 
order.  Did  they  go  there  and  bring  forth  this  or- 
der de  novo  ?  or  did  they  do  it  with  malice  pre- 
pense? De  novo,  because  it  never  was  thought  of 
them  before.  Brought  here  because  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Flynn]  saw  fit  to  introduce 
an  order  which  had  a  utility  and  meant  business, 
and  they  must  needs  offer  an  order  which  means 
nothing  but  filibustering.  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  what 
is  the  utility  of  this  order?  Pass  an  order  pro- 
hibiting the  use  of  badges!  This  Council  has 
no  badges,  and  we  cannot  prohibit  that  which 
does  not  exist.  My  friend  must  go  farther  out 
than  the  Sixteenth  Ward  to  bring  in  that.  I  can 
see  filibustering  in  it  to  the  greatest  extent, 
when  I  saw  the  illustrious  trio  consulting,  and 
their  ideas  put  into  shape  and  written  down  by 
the  facile  pen  of  their  friend  from  Ward  16.  Then 
what  is  the  use  of  it?  Wnat  is  the  use  of  spend- 
ing time  on  it?  I  hope  the  Council  has  got  too 
much  sense  to  pass  this  order,  because  I  can  see 
no  utility  in  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  always  like  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  talk.  He  reminds  me 
of  a  little  piec  3  of  poetry,  which  runs  something 
like  this : 

"There  was  a  little  man 
And  he  had  a  little  soul, 

And  he  said,  'Little  soul,  let  us  try,  try,  try, 
To  go  beyond  your  reach, 
And  mate  a  little  speech, 

Just  to  please  you  and  I,  little  soul, 

Just  to  please  you  and  I,'  " 

and  nobody  else.  It  was  n't  Shakspeare  who  said 
it.  It  was  Tom  Moore.  The  gentleman  always  re- 
miuds  me  of  that  little  man  when  he  talks.  *  But, 
sir,  he  has  chosen  to  be  personal  upon  an  "illustri- 
ous trio."  I  don't  know  who  they  are,  but  I  assure 
the  gentleman  that  he  is  rather  rash  in  his  charges. 
The'geutlemau  from  Ward  16  did  n't  draft  that 
order  at  all ;  his  facile  pen  did  n't  do  it.  That  is  all 
bosh  and  nonsense,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  who  is  so  good  at  guessiug,  will  have  to 
try  again.  The  object  of  the  order — I  should 
not  have  spoken  of  the  gentleman,  but  he 
was  so  complimentary  I  could  not  help  it 
— was  to  prevent  filibustering  on  this  sub- 
ject being  resorted  to  in  the  Council.  If  an 
order  for  badges  is  voted  down  that  will  not 
prevent  any  member  of  this  Council  coming  in 
here  again'with  a  different  order  for  badges  at  a 
different  price,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  intention 
of  the  order  was  to  prevent  that.  If  this  order  is 
passed  no  badges  can  be  ordered  until  this  order 
is  revoked. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  knows  exactly  what  the  meaning  of  the  order 
is,  because  he  wrote  it  and  passed  it  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  16,  so  there  was  a  concert  of 
action  for  the  purpose  of  filibustering.  In  order 
that  there  may  be  no  more  of  that  this  evening,  I 
move  thar  the" Council  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote— 2S  for.  31 
against. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  insert 
after  the  word  "that,"  at  the  beginning  of  the 
order,  the  word  "hereafter."  I  want  to  state  fur- 
ther that  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  states 
is  true,  that  I  intend  by  every  parliament^' 
means  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  passage  of  his 
order,  and  lie  may  call  it  filibustering.  1  call  it 
parliainentarv  rule. 

Mr.  Perkins  accepted  the  amendment,  but  Mr. 
Flynn  objected,  and  the  Chair  overruled  the  ob- 
Uvtion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  desire  to  say  a  word 
in  explanation  of  niv  own  opinion  upon  this  mat- 
ter. If  I  were  able  to  put  off  all  fillibusteriug  and 
put  an  end  to  this  troublesome  question  this  year, 
I  should  be  glad  to  vote  for  the  order.  But  un- 
less it  could  have  that  good  effect,  it  seems  to  me 
propei  that  we  should  have  a  cheap  and  reason- 
able badge,  and  I  shall  feel  compelled  to  vote 
against  this  order.  If  it  would  settle  the  question 
I  would  vote  for  it.  1  think,  however,  that  it  is 
proper  to  have  a  cheap  badge. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter be  indefinitely  postponed  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 


JANUARY      28,      1875 
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The  motion  prevailed— yeas  33,  nays  29: 
Yea& — Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess,  Clarke, 
Collin*,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Cushnian,  Damon,  Day, 
Devereaux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn, 
Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley, 
Lappen,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne, 
Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore, 
Wilbur-33. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Cawley,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait,  Guild,  Hiscock, 
Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Leightou,  Long,  Loring, 
Morrison,  Newton,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins, 
Pierce,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thach- 
er,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Willcutt— 29. 

TWENTY-SECOND  OF  FEBRUARY. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  cause  the 
flags  to  be  displayed  on  the  public  buildings  and 
grounds,  salutes  to  be  fired  and  bells  to  be  rung 
in  the  city  proper,  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury, 
South  Boston,  Roxbury  and  Brighton  on  the  22d 
of  February,  Washington's  Birthday. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  announced  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  had  organized  by  the  election 
of  James  J.  Flynn  as  chairman. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
East  Boston  Ferries  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  rates  of 
tolls  on  such  ferries. 
Passed  and  sent  up. 

THE    CHARTER. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Printing, 
under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  that  de- 
partment, be  instructed  to  have  printed  one  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  first  seventy-five  pages  of  a 
document  which  was  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Charter  eutitled  "Charter  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  List  of  Special  Statutes 
now  in  Force,"  etc.,  together  with  any  additions 
which  may  seem  desirable,  the  said  reprint  to  be 
in  the  usual  form  of  citv  documents. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward"  6— If  I  understand  that 
order  correctly  it  instructs  the  printing  of  that 


number  of  copies  at  once.  I  move  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— The  document  to 
which  I  referred  has  probably  been  seen  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  It  was  pre- 
pared for  the  commissioners  and  a  very  few 
copies  were  printed.  The  reason  it  is  desirable 
to  have  it  reprinted  is  this  :  We  shall 
very  soon  have  the  question  of  a  new  city  charter 
under  consideration,  and  there  is  no  document 
which  contains  all  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislature  to  the  present  charter.  In  1869  a 
large  document  with  the  amendments  down  to  that 
time  was  printed.  Since  then  all  the  legislation 
has  been  printed  in  the  copies  of  the  Laws  and  Ordi- 
nances, but  in  the  supplement  to  the  ordinances 
this  year  the  laws  passed  by  the  State  are  omitted, 
so  that  there  is  no  document  containing  the  char- 
ter and  the  legislation  upon  it.  At  the  time  the 
commission  was  in  session  a  document  was  pre- 
pared containing  all  that  legislation,  and  the  order 
I  have  introduced  looks  to  the  printing  of  it 
in  document  form.  I  have  named  1000  copies 
because  I  thought  it  was  a  small  enough  number. 
It  contains  about  seventy-five  pages,  and  may  re- 
quire an  index.  I  hardly  think  it  necessary  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  as  the 
Council  can  understand  it  as  well  tonight  as  they 
can  after  the  reference. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — It  is  very  likely  that 
this  is  a  valuable  document  to  put  before  us. 
I  should  be  glad  to  vote  for  the  order ;  but  I 
never  l.ke  to  be  called  upon  to  vote  for  an  order 
after  only  two  or  three  minutes'  consideration. 
One  week's  delay  can  do  no  harm,  and  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  quite  desirable  that  it  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is  eminent- 
ly fitting  and  proper.  I  don't  think  the  city  wants 
to  have  it  printed.  The  commissioners  have 
brought  forth  a  report  which  I  don't  think  ten 
men  in  Boston  will  ever  vote  for ;  and  an  enor- 
mous expenditure  for  this  document  seems  to  me 
to  be  wholly  unwise.  I  hope  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  who  are  competent  to  judge  of  that 
matter,  will  pass  upon  it  and  report  upon  the  fea- 
sibility of  it. 

The  order  was  referred.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Aldennan  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Frank  E.  Jones,  Masonic 
Temple;  Reuben  B.  "Wendell,  Meridian-street 
Bridge;  David  Leavitt,  Mechanics'  Exchange; 
George  H.  Skinner,  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Drawbridge  No.  1. 

PETITIONS  REFEEBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  J.  Lane,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses,  on  Paris  street, 
near  Marion  street. 

Ira  E.  Fairbanks,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse,  on  Evans  street, 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department 
on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Augustus  Parker,  that 
the  mortgage  given  in  1795  by  Ebenezer  Seaver  to 
the  Town  Treasurer  of  Roxbury  be  cancelled  and 
discharged. ' 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Jo- 
seph Dorr  et  al.,  that  the  boundary  line  of  City- 
wharf  lot  No.  13  be  straightened. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Jesse  U.  Jones,  for  removal  of  tree  at 
corner  of  Elm  and  Summer  streets,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Glover  &  Jones,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  situated  on  wharf,  rear 
of  Commercial  street  and  opposite  Ellsworth 
street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Ferdioand  Her- 
man, for  abatement  of  sewer  assessment  on  estate 
12  Circuit  street;  John  H.Robinson,  for  abatement 
of  sewer  assessment  in  Brook  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Joseph  W.  Bart- 
lett,  that  his  method  of  lighting  lamps  be  applied 
at  the  south  section  of  the  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  M.  P.  Sias,  for 
leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  in  East  Boston 
from  Mayo's  wharf,  New  street,  to  Orleans  street. 

John  B.  Voisin,  John  and  Martin  F.  Mulligan, 
Andrew  Gallagher  and  Hiram  A.  Campbell,  for 
compensation'for  grade  damages  on  Cabot  street. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  a  confirma- 
tion or  a  re-location  of  their  tracks  on  Court 
street,  between  Tremont  and  Washington   streets. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  purchase, 
from  time  to  time,  horses,  hay  and  other  materials 
for  the  Paving  Department. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  St.eets  to  set  edge- 
stones  when  furnished  by  abutters,  and  to  pay 
one-halt  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  provide 
fences  by  the  side  of  vacant  lots  abutting  on  the 
public  streets. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  number 
or  renumber  any  of  the  public  streets  of  this  city. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grant 
permits  to  open  the  streets  in  accordance  with 
sections  9  and  10  of  the  ordinance  relating  to 
streets. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  lay  cross- 
walks and  gutters  when  deemed  expedient  by  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings  to 
provide  the  necessary  furniture  from  time  to 
time  for  the  several  county  buildings. 

Order  for  the  Commit  ee  on  County  Buildings 
to  make  the  necessary  repairs  on  the  several  court 
houses. 

Order  to  pay  Horace  B.  Sargent  §7197.50,  for 
land  taken  on  "Shawmut  avenue. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  pro- 
vide the  necessary  law  books  for  the  City  Solici- 
tor's office. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
provide  for  the  necessary  repairs  and  cleaning  of 
the  several  public  buildings. 

Order  for  the  City  Surveyor  to  purchase  from 
time  to  time  such  supplies  for  his  department  as 
the  committee  on  said  department  may  approve. 

Order  tor  Committee  on  Public  Buldingsto 
make  such   repairs    on   schoolhonses   as   may  be 


deemed  expedient   by  the   committee  on  that  de- 
partment. 
Severally  passed  and  sent  down. 

REDIVISION   OF  THE  WABDS. 

The  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  authority  to  divide  this  city  into  wards, 
not  exceeding  thirty  in  number,  with  a  represent- 
ation of  two  Common  Councilmen  and  two  School 
Committee  from  each  ward,  and  also  to  establish 
not  exceeding  three  voting  precincts  in  each 
ward,  was  considered  under  the  head  of  unfin- 
ished business. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  suppose  some  little  expla- 
nation will  be  desired  by  the  Board  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  committee  to  re- 
port this  order.  The  legal  position  of  the 
matter  at  present  is  this:  Cities  are  now 
allowed  by  law  in  every  census  year  to  re- 
divide  their  territory  into  as  many  wards 
as  they  see  fit,  not  exceeding  the  number  to 
which  they  are  limited  by  their  charters.  Our 
charter  first  provided  for  twelve,  then  for  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  andsixteen  successively,  ::nd  then, 
without  in  terms  further  extending  the  limit  to 
which  the  city  should  be  entitled,  certain  annexed 
districts  were  declared  to  constitute  additional 
wards  under  certain  numbers.  So  that  by  the 
failure  of  Brookline  to  come  in  we  have*  now 
twenty-one  wards,  one  of  which  is  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  numbered  twenty-two.  In  this  state 
of  things  it  is  evident  that  some  legislation  is 
requisite  to  fix  clearly  the  charter  limit,  beyond 
which  in  the  re-division  we  may  not  go.  That  our 
present  number  of  twenty-one  should  be  some- 
what increased  seems  a  pretty  general  conviction, 
though  upon  the  point  of  where  the  limit  should 
be  placed  opinions  differ— some  considering  twen- 
ty-two or  twenty-four  to  be  enough;  others,  who 
for  various  reasons  believe  in  much  smaller  wards 
than  we  have  now,  have  suggested  twenty-six, 
twenty-eight  or  even  thirty.  It  seemed,  then, tothe 
committee  that  the  first  step  to  which  it  was  suppos- 
ed no  objection  would  be  made  was  to  ask  the  Legis- 
lature to  so  alter  our  charter  that  we  may  decide 
upon  what  number  we  choose  under  thirty.  This 
simply  fixes  a  limit  within  which  the  question  of 
increase  or  diminution  is  left  open.  Ano  this  was 
at  first,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chairman,  all  that 
this  committee  en  the  redivision  should  now 
recommend.  Granting  that  it  will  be  within  the 
province  of  the  special  committee  on  redivision  of 
wards  to  deal  also  with  the  question  of  represent- 
ation and  the  size  of  the  coordinate  branches  it 
would  have  been  time  enough  to"pffer  recommend- 
ations on  that  point  in  connection  with  the  defi- 
nite numher  under  thirty  when  agreed  upon. 
Then  the  question  must  come  up,  because  as  the 
present  charter  stands  each  ward  after  redivisiou 
will  become  entitled  to  a  representation  of  four 
and  six  in  Council  and  School  Committee  respec- 
tively, greatly  increasing  the  size  of  both,  and  the 
committee  couVJ  hardly  recommend  any  particular 
number  of  wards  without  at  least  stating  the  basis 
of  representation  which  they  had  in  view,  whether 
that  ot  the  present  charter  or  a  change.  And 
it  is  evident  that  this  committee  must  act  entirely 
irrespective  of  the  chances  of  the  new  charter. 
For  a  redivision  of  wards  being  admitted  to  be 
now  imperative  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  question  of  an  increased  "or  diminished  Coun- 
cil and  School  Committee,  and  this  is  a  question 
which  a  majority  of  the  committee  «  ere  111  favor 
of  now  bringing  forward.  If  the  Board  should 
think  it  well  that  it  should  now  be  discussed  I 
should  favor  the  passage  of  this  order  for  which 
I  voted  as  agaii  st  one  contemplating  a  less  num- 
ber of  wards  and  no  diminution  of  rhe  present 
numbers  of  the  two  representative  bodies.  Hut  if 
the  Board  should  be  of  opinion  either  that  we 
shall  have  more  'igbt  by  which  to  discuss  the  mat- 
ter at  a  later  period,  which  is  certainly  my  opin- 
ion, or  that  it  would  be  well  to  allow  the  outer 
branch  to  take  1  be  initiative  i  0  a  matter  particular- 
ly affecting  them, then  I  certainly  should  not  oppose 
an  amendment  striking  out  of  the  order  so  much  as 
bears  upon  the  representation  of  the  iedivided 
wards.  Then  the  granting  of  this  power  by  the 
Legislature  binds  us  to  nothing,  but  simply  per- 
mits us  to  decide  upon  any  nun,  her  up  to  and  in- 
cluding thirty.  In  other  words,  th>  situation  is 
simply  this -charter  or  no  charter,  the  census  is 
to  be  taken,  aud  the  opportunity  for  a  redivision 
in  accordance  therewith  will  not  return  for  ten 
years.  If  it  is  desirable  to  redi  vide,  is  it  not  also 
desirable  to  be  empowered  iio  increase,  if  we 
choose,  the  piesent  number  of  wrrds?  If  so,  the 
sooner  we  ask  for  and  obtain  that  power  rhe  bet- 
ter. 
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Alderman  Tower — I  suppose  that  there  will  have 
to  he  a  redi vision  of  the  wards,  but  I  think,  as  the 
gentleman  has  just  remarked,  that  at  present  we 
should  not  meddle  with  the  question  as  to  how 
many  representatives  in  the  Common  Council 
should  come  from  each  ward,  and  I  move  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "and  providing 
that  each  ward  shall  be  entitled  to  two  rerjresent- 
aiives  in  the  Common  Council  and  two  in  the 
School  Committee,"  so  that  this  order  will  only 
ask  for  authority  for  a  redivision  of  the  wards, 
and  to  establish  three  voting  precincts  in  each 
ward  if  that  is  desirable. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  seems  to  me  that  we 
are  anticipating  by  this  order  what  it  la  possible 
may  be  done  by  the  new  city  charter.  I  think  we 
are  making  haste  when  due  courtesy  should  lead 
us  to  wait  for  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  new  charter  has  been  referred .  If  the  new  char- 
ter is  going  to  be  adopted  by  the  City  Government, 
that  I  think  will  give  all  the  committee  are  asking 
for  now.  The  order  might  lie  over  for  a  week  or 
two  until  we  see  what  is  to  be  the  fate  of  the  new 
charter.  I  therefore  move  that  the  matter  be  laid 
on  the  table,  that  we  may  have  further  time  t» 
consider  it  and  learn  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
new  charter. 

Tbe  motion  prevailed. 

THE  LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

The  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to 
the  Law  Department  so  as  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  "Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor,"  and 
in  cases  of  emergency  tor  the  Mayor  to  employ, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  ou  Claims, 
extra  assistants,  (City  Doc.  No.  18),  was  consid- 
ered under  the  head  of  unfinished  business. 

Alderman  Power— I  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
last  up  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  pre- 
vious order,  and  it  must  be  apparent  that  the 
same  reason  which  he  urged  for  laying  that  mat- 
ter upon  the  table  will  apply  t»  this  one.  I  therc- 
foie  move  that  this  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  rather  hope  that  this  mat- 
ter will  not  be  laid  upon  the  table,  for— 

The  Chairman— The  motion  is  not  debatable. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  hope  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  will  withdraw  that  motion,  for  I 
think  good  and  sufficient  reasons  can  *e  gifen 
why  this  ordinance  should  pass  at  this  time,  aud 
that  he  will  learn  that  there  is  absolute  necessity 
for  more  assistance  in  the  Law  Department  at 
tnis  time. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  unanimous  con- 
sent was  given  Alderman  Quincy  to  speak. 

Alderman  Quincy — This  ordinance  was  reported 
not  merely  as  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  but 
upon  the  reference  of  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  ad- 
dress as  related  to  the  addition  to  the  Law  De- 
partment. [The  Alderman  read  the  section  of  the 
Mayor's  address  alluded  to.]  The  City  Solicitor 
appeared  and  stated  the  neces>ities  of  the  case  to 
the  committee.  Statistics  could  have  been  pro- 
cured by  the  committee  of  the  amount  of  business, 
the  number  of  cases  and  their  nature,  the  number 
and  localities  of  the  var'ous  courts  in  which  the 
City  Solicitor's  office  has  to  be  represented,  the 
amount  of  business  behindhand,  and  the  danger 
of  allowing  it  to  continue  so,  if  they  had  consid- 
ered it  necessary.  But  they  did  not;  they 
thought  it  would  be  enough  to  assure  the 
Board  that  upon  personal  investigation  the 
committee  concurred  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  the  opinion  that  the  City  Solicitor's 
office  is  short-handed  in  its  regular  work.  This 
being  the  case,  it  seemed  to  the  committee  a 
measure  of  direct  economy  to  give  the  City  So- 
licitor the  assistance  which  he  asks  for,  because  it 
is  very  evident  that  by  reason  of  the  department 
bei  ig  short-handed,  and  allowing  cases  to  go  by 
default  in  the  courts,  the  amount  of  money  lost 
might  be  more  in  one  day  than  the  salary  of  the 
assistant  would  amount  to  in  a  year.  The  ordi- 
nance as  first  reported  provided  for  the  employ- 
ment of  counsel  at  the  State  House  during  the 
sessions  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  was  stricken 
out  after  reasons  were  tiven  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9,  and  I  do  not  think!  anv  one  desires 
that  if  should  be  restored.  If  it  is  asked  why  an- 
other assistant  should  be  appointed,  when  addi- 
tional assistance  is  provided  for  in  section  2,  the 
answer  is,  because  the  business  of  the  City  So- 
licitor's office  is  behindhand.  I  think  we  should 
look  after  the  city's  business  the  same  as  a  busi- 
ness man  would  the  affairs  of  his  firm.  Any  other 
policy  would  be  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish. 
Then  it  has  been  asked  what  section  2  is  for. 

"Sect.  2.     Whenever   in   the   opinion   of    the 


Ma yoi  such  an  emergency  arises  as  to  require 
that  additional  assistance  should  be  furnished  in 
the  Law  Department,  the  Mayor  may,  with  the 
ap.,ioval  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, piovide 
such  assistance  for  the  time  being  as  be  may  deem 
expedient;  and  the  compensation  therefor  shall 
be  established  by  the  Committee  on  Claims." 

There  probably  will  be  cases  in  court,  in  which 
the  city  is  defendant,  in  which  the  Law  Depart- 
ment is  in  direct  communication  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims— cases,  the  merits  of  which 
are  more  likely  to  be  known  to  that  commit- 
tee than  to  any  other — and  iu  such  cases 
the  approval  was  given  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims.  The  reason  for  giving 
the  approval  of  the  appointment  of  the  perma- 
nent a  sistan:  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
was  because  that  committee  usually  contains 
more  lawyer- than  any  other,  and  they  would  be 
more  competent  to  judge  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  officer.  But  this  temporary  assistance  is  re- 
qoii  ed  mostly  for  eases  coming  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims.  There  might  be  a  case  wdiere  it 
was  necessary  to  employ  an  expert,  as,  lor  in- 
stance, in  a  matter  of  water  damages,  where  it 
might  be  for  the  city's  interest  to  employ  some 
lawyer  »  ho  had  made  that  his  business,  and  who 
was  an  expert  in  that  particular  branch  of  the 
law.  it  seems  tome  that  if  we  look  after  the 
city's  interest  as  we  would  atter  our  own,  this  as- 
sistance which  the  City  Solicitor  asks  for  should 
be  gr  inted  at  once. 

Alderman  Power  [unanimous  consent  to  sneak 
being  given] — The  members  of  the  old  Board  are 
of  course  familiar  with  tfie  objections  raised  to 
the  pa-sage  of  this  ordinance  in  the  Government 
of  last  year,  and  I  would  not  desire  to  say  any- 
thing on  the  subject,  only  that  the  new  members 
may,  perhaps,  not  be  familiar  with  the  reasons 
given  at  that  rime.  I  will  acknowledge,  to  begin 
with,  that  in  the  past,  perhaps,  this  Law  Depart- 
ment has  been  overworked,  and  that  in  the  past 
year  extra  assistance  might  nave  beet,  needed; 
but  such  an  emergency  is  not  likely  to  come  in 
the  future.  The  Board  must  see  that  the  uarticular 
reason  why  the  Law  Department  was  overworked 
was  in  consequence  of  tne  fact  that  in 
the  "burnt  district"  whenever  an  estate  was 
taken  in  widening  streets  and  making 
improvements,  an  immense  amount  of  work  for 
this  department  was  made  in  the  searching  ef 
records  for  titles.  The  same  was  the  case  in  the 
taking  and  raising  of  the  Cburch  and  Suffolk 
street  territories,  ^ow,  that  is  about  all  finished. 
The  gentleman  has  referied  to  a  business  man 
seeing  to  the  interest  of  his  firm;  the  business 
men  that  I  know  at  piesent  are  dispensing  with 
some  of  the  help  that  they  have,  because  their 
business  will  not  warrant  them  in  keeping  them. 
It  is  precisely  the  same  thing  in  tbe  case  of  the 
Law  Department.  I  suppose  that  every  gentle- 
man here  is  aware  that  we  have  got  to  curtail  the 
expenses  of  this  city  and  retrench  in  every  way 
we  can.  Consequently  there  is  no  prospect  of  our 
goiner  into  any  more  of  those  large  and  expensive 
improvements  as  we  have  in  the  past,  and  there- 
fore the  assistance  needed  in  the  Law  Department 
must  be  less  in  the  future  than  it  has  been  in 
times  pas1:.  Gentlemen  must  think  of  the  im- 
mense amount  of  work  that  the  "burnt  district" 
and  the  Church-street  district  have  made.  All 
that  is  neaily  completed,  and  there  is  no  need  of 
more  assistance  on  that  account.  In  regard  to 
the  second  section,  the  Commitiee  on  Claims  have 
always  had  authority  to  get  extra  assistance  when 
they  defined  it  necessary.  Now,  in  regard  to  the 
woik  brought  by  annexation:  The  City  So- 
licitor has  been  employing  the  counsel  first 
engaged  by  those  towns,  and  they  have  at- 
tended to  ihe  cases  since  those  places  were  an- 
nexed. I  should  he  as  anxious — I  am  as  anxious 
as  anyone — that  the  city's  interest  should  be 
looked  after  carefully,  as  any  gentleman  here. 
If  I  thought  there  is'  going  to  be  the  need  of 
assistance  in  the  future,  that  there  has  been  in 
the  past,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  indorse  this 
ordinance.  I  cannot  see  it,  however,  and  I  think 
it  must  be  less  and  less  in  the  coming  years. 
Then  there  is  in  the  new  city  charter  a  complete 
remoJelling  of  this  Law  Department,  as  has 
been  suggested,  and,  as  I  said  before,  the  same 
reasons  which  apply  to  the  order  for  the  revision 
of  the  wards,  applies  to  this  ordnance;  and  I 
think  it  should  be  laid  upon  tbe  table  until  we  see 
what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the  new  charter. 
Then  we  can  put  it  in  the  best  possible  shape  that 
it  can  be.  The  department  is  alluded  to  in  the 
new   charter,   and  rules  are   laid   down  for   it. 
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For  that  reason  I  think  it  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  Alderman 
Power  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  to 
allow  discussion. 

Alderman  Prescott — This  matter  was  very  fully 
discussed  at  two  meetings  of  the  last  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  the  ordinance  as  now  presented  is 
substantially  the  same  as  was  passed  by  this 
Board  after  a  very  full  and  free  consideration  of 
the  subject.  It  went  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Government  on  the  closing  session  of  the  year. 
If  they  had  had  time  to  investigate  the  subject,  I 
have  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  passed.  In- 
stead of  that  they  referred  it  to  the  next  City 
Government.  I  trust  this  mattet  will  be  taken 
hold  of  and  acted  upon  without  delay. 
It  is  true  that  the  new  city  charter  makes 
provision  for  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston ;  but  even  if  the  charter  is  adopted  it  can- 
not go  into  effect  for  a  year.  What  is  intended 
to  be  provided  for  in  this  ordinance  is  an  emer- 
gency for  the  present  year.  The  legal  department 
of  the  City  of  Boston  is  unquestionably  overbur- 
dened. Any  gentleman,  after  a  very  few  minutes' 
conversation  with  the  City  Solicitor,  will  make 
up  his  mind  that  it  is  so.  The  City  Solicitor  has 
not  come  to  us  and  made  complaint.  Members  of 
the  City  Government  who  know  anything:  of  the 
business  of  that  department  know  that  we  are 
requiring  mere  of  them  than  we  have  any  right  to 
ask.  The  department  has  been  increased  but  once 
since  1868,  by  a  salary  of  $2000.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  seems  to  think  that  the  business  of 
that  department  will  decrease  during  the  present 
year.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  person  who  is 
most  capable  of  judging  in  regard  to  that  is  the 
City  Solicitor  himself,  and  he  has  distinctly 
stated  that  there  is  no  probability  of  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  business  in  that  office.  On  the 
contrary  there  is  a  continual  increase  from 
veiy  many  causes.  The  establishment  of  the 
Board  of  '  Health,  the  Board  of  Registration 
of  Voters,  and  other  boards,  has  brought 
many  cases  into  the  City  Solicitor's  office.  Besides 
that,  in  times  like  these,  when  the  ra  te  of  taxa- 
tion is  high,  many  cases  are  brought  before  the 
City  Solicitor  by  counsel  for  parties  endeavoring 
to  get  an  abatement  of  their  taxes.  Besides  that, 
tne  establishment  ot  the  local  courts  in  various 
sections  of  th'  city,  a  large  number  of  small  cases 
have  to  be  attended  to  from  the  City  Solicitor's 
office.  I  believe  that  the  salaries  for  this  depart- 
ment are  only  $16,000  a  year, or  one-five-hundredth 
part  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  valuation  of  thecitv. 
Alderman  Power  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  and  it  was  lost. 
The  ordinance  was  then  passed  and  sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOK  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  trustees  of  Charlestown  Poor  Fund, 
Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  R.  D. 
Smith  et  al.  and  John  Gilson,  referred. 

Order  for  a  special  committee  (Messrs.  Long. 
Kingslev  and  Lappen  to  be  joined)  to  nominate  a 
Commissioner  on  the  Sinking  Funds.  Pr.ssed, 
and  Aldermen  Power  and  Burrage  appointed. 

Order  to  print  the  proceedings  at  the  dedication 
of  the  Dorchester  Branch  Library. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  reducing  ferry  lolls. 

Order  to  refer  to  Committee  on  Ordinances  that 
portion  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police 
which  relates  to  station-house  lodgers. 

Severally  passed.  . 

Annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  (City  Doc.  No.  15.)  Placed  on 
file. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  allow  C.  J. 
Donovan  &  Co.  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Bartlett  place;  and  Smith  &  Jacobs  to  erect  a 
lumber  shed  on  Plympton  street.    Orders  passed. 

An  order  to  print  1000  copies  of  the  first  seventy- 
five  pages  of  a  document,  prepared  for  the  com- 
mission on  the  charter,  entitled  "Charter  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  Special  Statute-  now  in  Force," 
eame  un,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 
Concurred. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 

City  Messenger.  Report  nominating  Alvah  H. 
Peters.  Accepted  in  concurrence.  Aldermen 
Power  and  Quiucy  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Al- 
vah H.  Peters  had  received  12  votes,  the  whole 
number  cast,  and  he  was  declared  elected.  Cei- 
tincare  sent  down. 


Trustees  of  Public  lAbrary.  Aldermen  Steb- 
bins  and  Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  rotes.  They  reported  that  Al- 
derman John  T.  Clark  had  received  11  of  the  12 
votes  cast,  and  Councilmen  C.  A.  Burditt  and 
David  P.  Kimball  had  12  each.  They  were  declar- 
ed elected  in  concurrence. 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions.  Aldermen 
O'Brien  and  Viles  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Alderman  James  Power 11 

Alderman  Samuel  M.  Quincy 1 

Councilman  Cvrus  A.  Page 12 

Councilman  William  C.  Burgess 3 

Councilman  William  G-.  Train 9 

Alderman  Power  and  Councilman  Page  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence,  and  Councilman 
Train  was  declared  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Certificate  sent  down. 

Member  of  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Aldermen 
Pope  and  Bigelow  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Councilman  AmosL.  Noyes 2 

Councilman  Uriel  H.Crocker 10 

Mr.  Crocker  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.   Certificate  sent  down. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital.  Aldermen  Harris 
and  Worthington  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  toachoice 7 

Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien  had 11 

Alderman  James  Power 1 

Councilman  r»tis  H.  Pierce 12 

Councilman  Henry  H.  Sprague 12 

Alderman  O'Brien  and  Councilmen  Pierce  and 
Sprague  were  declared  elected.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

Assessors.  Aldermen  Harris  and  Worthington 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported  a^  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Thomas  Hills 11 

Benjamin  Gushing 11 

Horace  Smith 10 

Thomas  J.  Bancroft 10 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer 11 

and  they  were  declared  elected.    Certificate  sent 
down. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and 
Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  James  M. 
Bugbee  had  received  twelve  votes,  tne  whole 
number  cast,  an  i  he  was  declared  elected.  Cer- 
tificate sent  down. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITT  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Market.  Report  for  Quarter 
ending  Jan.  31.  Receipts,  $27,253.81,  of  "which 
$446.87  were  for  the  India-wharf  market.  Placed 
on  file. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schedules  of  cost  of 
constructing  sewers  in  New  Wa:-hingtou  street, 
$517.92;  Fairfield  street,  $4919.57:  Allston  and 
Bulriuch  streets,  $284  55.  Severally  referred  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  H.  F.  Wheeler  for 
leave  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  engine  of  fifteen- 
horse  power  at  71  Lincoln  street,  and  an  order  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  thereon,  to  all  parties  ob- 
jecting, on  Tuesday,  Feb.  23. 

ANNUAL     REPORT     OF     SUPERINTENDENT     OF 
SEWERS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  [City  Document  No.  17],  was  received  and 
sei.t  down.  * 

The  following  amount  of  sewerage  has  been 
constructed  during  the  vear:  City  proper,  4561 
feet,  $18,337.88;  South  Boston,  5005  feet.  s2St.6O0.34; 
Fast  Boston,  4913  feet,  Srll,960.o5;  Roxburv,  19,517 
feet.  $122,496.68;  Dorchester,  5527  feet,  $12,032.54; 
Charlestown,  1347  feet,  $3894.37;  miscellaneous 
expenses.  $35,505.47.  Total,  40,f70  feet,  or  7% 
miles,  $232,832.63.  By  annexation  there  were  re- 
ceived from  Charlestown  about  13l*  miles  and 
from  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  about  1000  feet, 
making  the  total  *  present  length  of  sewers  of 
the  whole  city  about  153  miles.  Theit  has  been 
assessed  upon  estates  benefited  the  sum  of  $55.- 
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030.58 ;  the  Treasurer  lias  collected  during  the  year 
assessments  amounting  to  $103,481.21;  the  Su- 
perintendent lias  collected  aud  paid  into  the 
trea-uiy  from  entrance  tees,  wharfage,  use  of 
tools,  etc.,  $2313.57.  Total  collections,  $105,794.78. 
During  the  year  4107  permits  liave  been  given  to 
construct  or  repair  draius;  about  2500  of  these  be- 
ing in  consequ  nee  of  the  order  of  notice  circu- 
lated by  the  police  in  illation  to  conductors  ;  133 
manhole  covers  havt  been  renewed  with  iron  ;  335 
manholes  cleaned,  containing  297  loads  of  t ewajre 
matter,  lu  Roxoury  the  sewer  for  the  valley  of 
Stony  Brook  has  been  built  as  far  as  Old  Heath 
street,  and  will  be  extended  to  Green  stieer,  Ja- 
maica Plain,  £be  coming  season,  it  possible.  A 
long  branch  has  also  been  built  in  Aniory 
street,  so  as  to  give  drainage  to  the  territory 
about  School  street  and  Shawm  ut  avenue  at 
the  earliest  moment,  the  Board  of  Health  having 
calleu  urgent  attention  to  it.  Some  $60,000  this 
year  and  $100,000  next  will  be  spent  ou  account  of 
this  trunk  line,  and  the  remarks  below  upon  the 
subject  of  assessments  have  reference  to  this 
sewer  as  an  example.  At  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature  an  act  was  obtained  permitting  the 
city  to  lower  and  straighten  the  channel  of  Stony 
Brook  in  order  to  thoioughly  drain  the  swamp* 
and  meadows  along  its  course,  but  not  to  use  it 
for  sewerage  purposes.  The  town  of  vVest  Rox- 
bury  had,  under  a  previous  act,  taken  all  the  land 
necessary  for  this  purpose  within  Its  limits,  but 
nothing  has  yet  been  done  by  the  city  of  Boston, 
except  to  settle  some  claims  for  such  takings. 
In  view  of  the  rapid  increase  of  buildings 
along  the  valley  of  the  brook  in  Roxbmy,  it  is 
certainly  economical  to  take  the  land  for  a  new 
channel,  and  hold  it  against  occupation,  in  order 
to  diminish  the  amount  of  damages  to  be  finally 
paid.  The  whole  line  through  West  Roxbury, 
which  has  been  taken  and  mostly  paid  for, should 
be  taken  possession  of,  and  the  lines  of  the  new 
channel  defined  during  the  year  1875.  The  deep- 
ening of  this  biook,  when  carried  out,  will  add 
at  once  to  the  value  of  a  great  deal  of  land,  from 
■which  betterments  can  be  collected,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly be  of  advantage  to  the  general  health. 
The  Superintendent  suggests  that  an  effort  be 
made  to  obtain  from  the  Legislature  such 
amendment  to  the  general  statutes  as  will  per- 
mit the  charge  of  a  fixed  rate  per  square  foot  of 
land  abutting  on  a  sewer,  as  the  estimate  of  the 
benefit  derived  fioni  its  construction;  and  that 
this  rate  be  fixed  by  averaging  the  cost  of  sewers 
already  built  upon  the  number  of  square  feet  of 
land  drained  by  them,  and  so  obtain  a  general 
uniform  rate  for  the  whole  city;  or  by  estimating, 
in  advance,  the  cost  of  building  all  the  sewers  in 
a  certain  district,  and  assessing  upon  the  land  as 
fast  as  sewered,  not  its  proportion  of  the  part  op- 
posite itself,  but  its  proportion  as  if  the  whole  had 
been  built  at  once;  establishing  thus  a  uniform 
rate  for  each  drainage  district. 

FEES  OF    DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joiut  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Ttea;ury  Department,  who  were  di- 
rected to  make  an  examination  of  the  records 
and  accounts  in  the  office  of  the  City  and  County 
Treasurer  and  Collector,  submitted  a  report,  iii 
part,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accompa- 
nying order: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  City 
Council  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the  Collector 
and  Deputy  Collectors  of  taxes  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  providing  that  all  fees  now  payable  to 
such  officers  under  the  statutes  shall  thereafter  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury. 

Read  once. 

THE  FRANKLIN  FUND. 

A'derman  Bigelow  submitted  a  report  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  late  treasurer  of  the  Franklin  Fund,  that  said 
accounts,  so  far  as  they  had  been  made  up,  and 
the  securities  of  said  f  und.were  found  to  be  correct. 
Since  that  examination  the  accounts  have  been 
completed  by  the  present  Treasuier  and  made 
up  to  January  of  the  present  year,  and 
they  have  been  /again  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, who  found  that  the  same  were  correct- 
ly recoided,  and  that  the  following  is  the  exhibit 
of  the  character  of  the  fund  in  the  hands  of  the 
present  treasurer  at  tt.is  date: 

Amount  of  fund  Jan.  i,  1874,  was 8182,278.03 

Interest  accrued 11 ,705.96 

$193,984.59 


This  fund  is  invested  as  follows: 
Deposit  in  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insur- 
ance Office $192,278.65 

Provident  Institution  for  Savings 359.70 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank 355.64 

Four  bonds/for  loans 990.00 

Cash .60 

$193,984.59 
Accepted. 

ASSESSORS'   DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Assessors'  Department,  submitted  reports  as  fol- 
lows : 

Report  recommendin<j  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions:  E.S.Johnson,  that  the 
tax  paid  by  him  in  1874  upon  certain  real  estate 
taken  for  extension  of  East  Lenox  street  be  re- 
funded •  James  F.  Farley,  administrator  of  estate 
of  1'atrick  Harkins,  that  the  taxes  assessed  in  1870 
upon  estate  of  said  Harkins  be  refunded.  Sever- 
ally accepted  and  sent  down. 

Report, 'in  compliance  with   the  ordinance,  rec- 
ommending the  election  ot  the  following  named 
persons  as  First  Assistant  Assessors,  viz.: 
William  J.  Ellis,  L.  Foster  Morse, 

John  Noble,  George  F.  Davi-1, 

Michael  Carney,  Andrew  J.  Browne, 

George  D.  Ricker,  George  A.  Coming, 

Charles  F.  McDavitt,       Phineas  B.  Smith, 
Roger  H.  Scannell,  William  Withington, 

Hoi  ace  Coring,  Henry  Pierce, 

P.  Ambrose  Young,  John  Pierce, 

William  H.  Cuudy,  Gideon  Walker, 

Edward  F.  Robinson,        Henry  W  .  Oickerman, 
Theoph'lus  Burr,  George  H.  Williams, 

George  F.Williams,  Joshua  S.  Duncklee, 

Otis  Rich,  William  B.  Long, 

Joseph  R.  Grose,  Nahum  Chapin, 

Eil win  B.  Spinney,  GeoigeS.  Pendergast, 

Joseph  L.  Drew,  Thomas  L.  Jenks, 

JohnH.  Giblio. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  laid  over. 

Report  on  petition  of  H.  W.  Pickering,  execu- 
tor, for  the  remission  of  taxes,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  the  estate 
named  having  been  wholly  distributed  by  the 
executor  previous  to  the  15th  day  of  December, 
1873: 

Ordered,  That  the  tax,  amounting  to  $209.04, 
assessed  in  1874  upon,  Henry  W.  Pickering,  as 
executor  of  the  estate  of  Caroline  Newman,  to- 
gether with  the  interest  and  costs  thereon,  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  remitted. 

Read  once. 

Report  on  request  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in 
relation  to  property  released  to  the  city  by  heirs 
of  David  Sears,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  tax,  amounting  to  $1018.68, 
asses-ed  for  the  year  1874  upon  certain  real  estate 
devised  to  the  city  by  David  Sears,  and  fully  re- 
leased by  his  heirs  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1874, 
be  assumed  by  the  city  and  paid  from  the  appro- 
priation tor  Incidentals. 

Read"  once. 

Report,  on  petition  of  D.  Banks  McKenzie,  for 
remission  of  tax  assessed  on  Appleton  Temporary 
Home,  that  the  City  Council  has  no  authority  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  as  the  institu- 
tion is  not  incorporated,  and  it  does  not  own  the 
estate  which  it  occupies.  Accepted  and  sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  John  C  Stiles  for  change  of  omnibus 
route.  On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow  the  repoit 
was  [specially  assigned  to  next  Monday  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  a  hearing  will  be 
given  the  petitioner. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — Seventeen  news- 
boys. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Cooper  &  Kelso,  154  Main 
street, Charlestown;  Irving  &  Pressey,  1033  Wash- 
ington street. 

Amusement  Licences  Granted— Young  Men's 
Sodality,  to  give  dramatic  entertainments  at  In- 
stitute Hall,  Endicott  street,  Feb.  2  and  3;  Eliot 
Dramatic  Association,  to  give  entertainment  at 
1179  Washington  street,  Feb.  9. 

License  to  Manufacture  Spirituous  Liquors 
Granted — Felton  &  Stone,  63  C  street. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed — George  W.  Thym,9  Hay- 
ward  place. 

Victuallers'    Licenses   Granted — James  Pearce, 
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corner  H  and|Eighth  streets ;  Ramsell  Brothers,  93 
Pleasaut  sweet;  Henry  Splaine,  221  Hanover 
street;  Tulip  King,  52  Phillips  street;  F.  G.  Lewis 
&  Co.,  4  Main  street,  Charlestown. 

Innnolder's  License  Gran  ted-  Martin  J.  Hans- 
corn,  Charles  River  Hotel,  Brighton. 

iLnholder's  License  Refused — J.  B.  Sullivan,  111 
Essex  street,  coiner  Kingston. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — G.  G.  Batchel- 
der,  11  Harvard  street;  James  O.  Neil,  Jr.,  65 
South  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  $106.37  be  abated  from  Charles 
B.  Wilson  for  a  sewer  in  Dennis-street,  and  the 
same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Francis  Creber; 
also,  that  $24.61  be  abated  from  Honora  T.  Allen 
for  a  sewer  in  Oneida-street,  and  the  same  amount 
assessed  upon  W.  W.  Dromey;  also,  that 
$13.50  be  abated  from  David  Gore  for  a  sewer 
in  Magazine|street,  and  the  same  amount  as- 
sessed upon  Richard  "Williams;  also,  that  $96.94 
be  abated  from  Frederick  H.  Stimpson  for 
a  sewer  in  Harrison  avenue,  and  the 
same  amount  assessed  upon  William  P.  Kuhn, 
trustee ;  also,  that  $83.44  be  abated  from  George 
A.  Ellis  for  a  sewer  in  Putnam  street  on  account 
of  previous  assessment;  also,  that  the  payment  ot 
$55.74  assessed  upon  A.  T.  Stearns  foi  a  sewer  in 
Walnut  street  be  postponed  till  entry;  also,  that 
$33.81  be  abated  from  Charles  S.  Hildreth  for  a 
sewer  in  Emerson  street,  and  the  same  amount 
assessed  on  John  Butland;  also,  that  $34.02  be 
abated  from  William  P.  Hunt  for  a  sewer  iu 
Eighch  street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  up- 
on Joaquin  K.  Souther. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Whereas,  By  deed  of  the  Boston  Water  Power 
Company  to  its  grantees  between  Beacon  street 
and  Commonwealth  avenue,  andbetween  Glouces- 
ter and  Exeter  streets,  the  said  company  reserved 
the  right  to  itself  and  its  assigns  to  build  sewers 
in  the  passageways,  and  to  assess  upon  each  lot 
one-half  the  cost  of  the  sewer  opposite  said  lot; 
and 

Whereas,  By  agreement  dated  May  23,1874,  in 
consideration  of  the  completion  of  Fail  field-street 
sewer  by  the  city  of  Boston,  said  Water  Power 
Company  assigned  to  salacity  all  its  right  to  col- 
lect the  aforesaid  sewer  assessments :  is  is  there- 
fore 

Ordered,  That  the  amounts  set  opposite  the  re- 
spective names  in  the  following  schedule,  being 
the  assessment  of  the  cost  of  the  passageway 
sewers  as  above  described,  be  and  the  same  are 
herely  assessed  upon  the  persons  named,  and  the 
Treasurer  is  herebykdirected  to  collect  the  amounts 
according  to  law.  [Tne  schedule  above  mentioned 
is  appended  to  the  order.] 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SUPERINTENDENTS   OF  BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That    the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
requested  to   nominate  superintendents  of  such 
bridges  as  are  partially  controlled  by  the  city. 
Passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  the  adoptiou  of  the  fol- 
lowing "Rules  to  regulate  the  moving  of  build- 
ings through  the  streets  of  the  city  of  boston" : 

1.  All  applications  for  moving  buildings 
through  the  streets  of  this  city  shall  be  made  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee for  consideration  and  report. 

2.  All  applications  shall  state  the  location 
of  the  building  proposed  to  be  moved,  its  length, 
width,  height  and  the  principal  material  of  its 
exterior  sides  and  roof;  and  shall  definitely  de- 
scribe the  route  over  which  it  is  to  be  moved,  and 
the  length  of  time  required  to  move  the  same. 

3.  A.U  applications  sh-11  be  accompanied  by 
the  written  consent  of  the  li  spector  of  Build- 
ings to  place  the  building  on  the  lot  proposed ; 
also  by  the  written  consent  of  all  railroad  corpo- 
rations whose  tracks  are  to  be  crossed  or  encum- 
bered by  the  moving  of  the  building. 

4.  Permits  |shall  be  granted  only  to  prac- 
tical building  movers,  who  are  known  to  be  en- 
gaged in  the  business. 

5.  Before  a  permit  is  issued  the  building 
mover  shall  file  with  the  City  Clerk  a  bond  in  the 
sum  of  not  less  than  $1000,  with  two  or  more  sure- 


ties (one  of  whom  shall  be  the  owner  of  the  build- 
ing), to  save  harmless  and  indemnify  the  city 
from  all  damages  which  may  be  causedto  persons 
or  property  by  reason  of  the  moving  of  the  build- 
ing. 

6.  The  consent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall 
be  obtained  before  any  shade  trees  are  removed  or 
the  branches  thereof  cut  or  trimmed. 

7.  The  written  consent  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioneis  shall  be  ohtained  before  any 
fire-alarm  telegraph  wires  are  cut  or  removed. 

8.  The  wiitten  consent  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Lamps  must  be  obtained  before  any  lamps  or 
lamp  posts  are  removed. 

The  rules  were  adopted. 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be  grant- 
ed, on  the  usual  conditions,  to  M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  ta 
move  a  woooen  building  from  Front  street  to 
Dorrance  street,  Charlestown. 

Accented. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Culvert  street  between  Trernout  and  Cabot  streets, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  and  piofile  drawn  by  the  City 
Surveyor,  dated  Jan.  13, 1875,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  said  City  Puive5Tor. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Knowlton  street  between  Telegraph  and  East 
Eightb  streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Jan.  15, 1875, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Survevor! 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  the  owners  and 
abutters  on  Tremont  street,  Ward  19,  to  set  back 
the  fences  in  front  of  their  respective  estates  on 
said  street  to  the  lines  established  by  the  County 
Commissioueis  of  Middlesex  County  July  25,  1861, 
andshown  on  apian  drawn  by  Marshall  S.Rice  of 
Newton.  And  in  default  of, said  work  being  done 
by  the  first  day  of  April,  1875,  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  is  hereby  directed  to  set  back  said 
fences  to  said  lines  at  the  expense  of  the  owners 
ot  said  estates. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Thai  notice  be  given  to  the  owners  or 
agents  of  estates  numbered  S7  to  41  Hudson  street 
to  strengthen  and  support  the  covering  to  the 
areas  under  the  sidewalks  in  frout  of  said  estates 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  sate  for  public 
travel;  and  in  default  of  said  work  being  done 
within  thirty  days  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
is  hereby  directed  to  cause  said  are  s  to  be  filled 
up  and  made  solid,  at  the  expense  of  the  owners 
of  said  estates. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  proportionate  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  cost  of  edgestones  aud  sidewalks  on 
Princeton  street,  betwen  Prescott  street  and 
Eatle  square,  as  per  schedule  submitted  by  Su- 
perintrndeut  of  Streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  rloard,  submitted  orders  as 
follows: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  sti  eets — National  Bank 
of  Brighton,  $272.25,  extension  of  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue  to  Washington  street  in  Brighton,  in  1871 ; 
T.  J.  Dunbar,  $246,  widening  of  Shawmut  avenue, 
now  Washington  street.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  na- 
ture relating  to  the  improvements  on  the  Fort 
Hill  territory,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  authority 
to  exercise  all  tue  powers  which  were  held  by  ;  lie- 
special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
Fort  Hill,  for  the  year  1874. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  whenever  the  Committee  on 
Streets  of  this  Board  deem  it  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  city  to  refer  claims  for  damages  or  bettei 
ments  relating  to  the  laying  out  or"  widening  of 
streets  to  arbitration  for  settlement,  the  said  com- 
mittee is  hereby  authorized  to  refer  such  claims, 
with  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
the  City  Solicitor. 

Read'twice  and  passed. 

Order  giving  notice  to  the  heirs  of  Ruel  Baker, 
Mary  Bourne,  Rebecca  Lynch,  G.  F.  Friese.  C. 
Weber,  Klizabeth  S.  Crispin,  William  H.  Quigley, 
Boston  Young  Women's  Christian  Association, 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  all  others  in  iuterest.  "to 
quit"  on  Beach  street  as  widened  by  the  Street 
Commissioners  June  15,  1874,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  May  next  ensuing,  otherwise  the 
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Committee  on  Streets  are    directed  to  cause  the 
removal  of  all  obstructions  thereon. 
Passed. 

ENGINEER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following! 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  authorized, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Joint  Ptanding  Commit- 
tee on  the  Engineer's  Department,  to  make  such 
purchases  of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  ma- 
terials and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  for  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER    SUPPLY. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following : 
The  Committee  on  Finance,   to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Water, cov- 
ering a  request  ot    the  Cochituate    Water  Board 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $1,500,000,  to  be 
expended  in  building  a  newcoi.duitaod  construct- 
ing storage  basins  on    the  Sudbury    River;    also 
$30,000  for  a  siphon    pipe    across  Charles    River, 
with  the  recommendation  ot   said    committee  in 
favor  ot  granting  Kbe  request,  would  respectfully 
ask  for  the  passage  of  th'i  accompanying  orders. 
For  the  Committee. 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurerbe  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of    $1,500,000, 
to  be  added  to  the  appropriation   for  "Additional 
Supply   of   Water."    And   the   Cochituate  Water 
Boaid,  in  addition  to  the  poweis  heietofore  grant- 
ed  said  board   bv  the  City  Council,  be  and.it  is 
hereby  authorized  to  take,  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise, lanas  and  real  estate  necessary  for  building 
an  aqueduct   between  Farm  Fond  and   Cnestnut 
Hill     Reservoir,    and   to   construct    such    aque- 
duct,   and     to    do    all     other    acts    authorized 
to     be     done     by    an     act     of      the     Legisla- 
ture   entitled    "An  act    to    authorize    the    city 
of  Boston  to  obtain  an  additional  supply  of  puie 
water,"  given  in  chapter  177  of  the  acts  of  1872, 
necessaiy  for  storing  and  purifying  and  bringing 
to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  the  waters  of  Sudbury 
River;  provided,  however,  that  the   doing  of  all 
work  and  the  furnishing  of  all  materials  for  any 
nortion  of  the  work,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimat- 
ed to  exceed  $10,000,  with  the  exception  of  such 
portions  of  the  aqueduct  as  pass  under  railroad 
tracks  (which   may  be  built  by  days'  labor  or  by 
contract,  according  as  the  said  Cochituate  V'ater 
Board,  with  the  advice  of  the  Citv  Engineer,  may 
decide),  shall  be  let  out  by  the  said  Cochituate  Water 
Board  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder.  Notice  that 
'  the  said  Cochituate  Water  Board  will  receive  propo- 
sals for  such  work  shall  in  all  cases  be  published 
at  least  five  times  (the  last  publication  to  be  not 
less  t^an  one  week  before  the  opening  of  the  bids) 
in  such   newspapers— not  less   than  three— of  the 
city  of   Boston   (and  when   the   said   board   may 
think  it   expedient,  of   other   cities)  as  the   said 
board  may  direct ;  such  notice  shall  state  the  kind 
and  estimated  amount  of  work  to  be  done  or  the 
materials  to  be  furnished,  and  the  time  when  to  be 
done  or   furnished,  and  the  place  where  plans  and 
specifications  may  be  seen,  the  place  where  and 
the  period  within    which   the    bids    will    be    re- 
ceived.   Each  bid  must  be  signed   by  the  bidder, 
and  be  accompanied  with  a  bond  for  such  sum,  not 
less  than  $500,  as  the  said  board  may  uetermine, 
conditioned  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  con- 
tract, with  satisfactory  sureties  for   its  perform- 
ance within  the  time  required  by  the  advertise- 
ment, in  case  the  bid  be  accepted;  or,  in  case  the 
person  or  persons  bidding  shall  prefer,  a   sum  of 
money  in  such  amount,  not  less  than  $500,  as  the 
said  boaid  may  determine,  may  be  deposited  with 
the  said  boaid,  in  lieu  of  the  bond   above   men- 
tioned; and  said  bond  or  deposit  shall  be  forfeited 
to  the  city  of  BostOD  in  case  the  bidder  fails  to  ex- 
ecute thecontract  within  the  time  specified,  if  it 
is  awarded  to  him. 

The  bid  and  bond,  duly  signed  and  sealed,  must  be 
enclosed  in  a  sealed  envelope,  and  the  bidder  shall 
state  his  own  place  of  residence  and  all  other  par- 
ticulars that  the  said  boaid  may  lequire  in  the 
terms  of  the  advertisement.  The  bids  shall  be 
opened  by  the  president  of  said  board  aud  pub 
licly  read  at  the  office  of  said  board,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  maiority  of  its  members  and  any  bid- 
der who  may  wish  co  be  present,  at  such  dav  and 
hour  as  may  be  specified  in  the  advertisement.  A 
bond,  with  sureties  or  security  satisfactory  to  the 
said  board,  shall  in  all  cases  be  lequired  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  contract.    The  said 


board  shall  reserve  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all 
bids  for  cause. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  co  construct  a 
siphon  pipe  across  Charles  River,  on  the  line  of 
Cochituate  Aqueduct;  and  that  the  cost  of  the 
same  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Works. 

Alderman  Stebbins— To  enable  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  have  the  advantage  of  the  entire 
working  season,  it  is  desirable  that  these  orders 
should  receive  the  favorable  action  of  the  City 
Council  at  a  very  early  day.  I  presume  that  every 
member  of  tliis"Board  has  made  up  his  mind  how 
he  shall  vote  upon  this  matter,  and  unless  some 
member  desires  these  orders  to  lie  over,  I  shall 
ask  that  ihey  may  be  passed  tonight. 

Alderman"  Harris— 1  request  that  they  may  lie 
over. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  report  and 
orders  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  specially 
assigned  for  Thursday  next,  at  4  P.  M.,  to  which 
time  it  was  voted  that  the  Board  should  adjourn. 

PERMIT  FOR  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worthington,  tor  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  re- 
port that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, to  David  H.  Jones  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
Stable  for  one  horse  on  Porter  street,  No.  11,  Ward 
1.    Accepted. 

FURNITURE  FOR  POLICE  STATION  ELEVEN. 

Alderman  Burrage.for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $2000  in 
providing  for  fixtures,  furniture  and  bedding  for 
Police  Station  House  No.  11,  Dorchester  District; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Police  Department. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

COST  OF  DORCHESTER  POLICE  STATION. 

Alderman  Prescoct  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  i  a  consequence  of  the  alterations 
ordered  by  the  City  Council  in  the  new  police  sta- 
tion house,  Ward  16,  costing  $1000,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  ask  for  an  additional  amount  to  meet 
the  expense  already  incurred  for  said  alterations. 
Follow  iug  is  an  exhibit  of  the  appropriation  to 
a  ate: 

Contracts  for  carpentry  and  masonry $39,83ii.OO 

Extra  work  on  said  contracts 342.46 

Plans,  specifications  and  superintendence 1,753.52 

Heating  apparatus,  as  per  contract 2,418.25 

Printing  and  advertising 93.41 

Edgestones,  water  supply,  vane  and  fuel 302. Hi 

Alterations  to  accommodate  a  branch  of  the 
Public  Library,  as  per  order  City  Council. .  975.00 

Total $45,721.55 

Appropr  lation  for  building 45,000.00 

Amount  to  be  provided  for $721.55 

Your  committee  would  also  report  that  about 
400  feet  of  fencing  is  required  around  the  lot, 
wnich  it  is  estimated  will  cost  $950 ;  also  some  per- 
manent fixtures  in  the  building,  es'imated  at  $300, 
c:aking  the  total  amount  to  be  provided  for 
$1971.55.  They  would  state  that  a  balance  of  $2000 
remains  from  the  appropriation  for  Police  Station 
House,  South  Boston,  and  would  respectfully  ask 
that  the  same  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation 
for  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance  and  sent 
down. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  to  whom  was  refe'red,  as  a  part  of 
the  unfinished  ousiuess  of  the  last  City  Couucil, 
an  o"der  requesting  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  the  means  for  laying  out  and  building 
Swett  street  from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester 
avenue,  submitted  a  report  that  the  order  ought 
to  pass.  The  leport  was  accepted  and  the  order 
passed.    Sent  down. 

SURVEY  AND   INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings 
[City  Doc.  Ne.  16]  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  number  of  permits  issued  during  the  year 
wasasfo'lows:  For  buildings  of  brick,  stone,  or 
iron,  520;  for  wooden  and  frame  buildings,  1278; 
for  repairs,  alteiations  and  additions,  2052;  spe- 
cial permits,  23;  steam  boilers,  engines,  ovens  and 
furnaces,  100;  notices  of  intention  to  put  in  heat- 
ing apparatus,  87.  Twenty-three  permits  have 
been  granted  lor  tbe  erection    of  wooden  sheds 
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for  mechanical  and  storage  purposes,  and  the 
number  of  permits  issued  during  the  yeur,  under 
tne  provisions  of  section  18,  chapter  371,  laws  of 
1872,  to  set  steam  boilers  and  engines,  and 
to  build  ovens  and  furnaces,  is  as  follows: 
Steam  boilers  and  engines,  69;  oveDS,  15;  fiu- 
nacef,  13;  forges,  3;  total,  100.  The  num- 
ber of  violations  of  statute  and  ordinance  inves- 
tigated and  reported  upon  was  891.  The  number 
of  unsafe  buildings  examined  and  reported  upon 
was  49;  unsafe  walls,  83;  unsafe  cornice,  1;  unsafe 
floors,  4;  unsafe  gutters.  3;  unsafe  door  caps,  2; 
unsafe  window  cap,  1;  unsafe  clothes  shed,  1;  un- 
safe conductor,  1 ;  unsafe  oven,  1 ;  unsafe  vault,  1 ; 
unsafe  slate,  1;  unsafe  roof,  1;  unsafe  heating 
apparatus,  4;  dangerous  chimneys,  417;  defective 
flues,  !3.  Ten  surveys  have  been  held  on 
unsafe  buildings  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
have  been  decided  in  favor  cf  the  depart- 
ment. No  appeals  have  been  taken  from  ihe 
decisions  of  the  surveyors.  The  number  of 
buildings  reported  as  damaged  by  fire  and 
accident  was  351,  and  the  estimated  dam- 
age was  $590,720.  The  whole  number  of  brick 
buildings  completed  during  the  year  is  497,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  114,211,120.  These  buildings 
contain  257stores,  and  are  constructed  to  accommo- 
date 524  families.  The  whole  dumber  of  wooden 
buildings  completed  during  the  year  is  1029,  con- 
taining 81  stores,  and  providing  accommodations 
for  1366  families.  The  estimated  cost  of  these 
completed  wooden  building0  is  §2,586,615.    In  con- 


cluding his  report  the  inspector  says,  I  beg  to  sug- 
gest that  some  provision  be  made'for  the  better 
enforcement  of  the  statute  re' bating  to  the  grade  ot 
cellar  bottoms.  This  department  is  required  to  re- 
port all  cases  of  violation  to  the  Board  ot  Alder- 
men, but  has  no  power  to  enforce  the  law,  Lor  is 
there  any  one  empowered  to  see  that  the  orders  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  are  executed.  One  of  the 
objects  of  the  building  law  is  to  provide  for  the 
gradual  removal  of  wooden  buildings  from  within 
the  building  limits.  It  therefor^  prohibits  the 
erection  of  any  new  buildings  (except  for  cer- 
tain purposes),  but  places  no  limit  to  the  amount 
of  repairs  which  may  be  made  upon  an  old 
building,  without  making  it  virtually  a  new  one. 
It  is  very  difficult  sometimes  to  decide  upon  the 
application  for  permits  to  repair,  especially  in 
cases  of  buildings  c'amaged  by  fir<-,  and  in  my 
opinion  a  provision  like  that  in  force  in  other 
cities,  specifying  the  amount  of  repairs  which 
may  be  made  upon  a  wooden  building,  would  be 
advantageous.  '  I  would  also  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  prohibiting  the  storing  of  lumber 
and  other  combustible  material  upon  the  roofs  of 
buildings. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  for  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  to  attend  the  ball  of  the  Second  Battal- 
ion of  Infantry  ou  Feb.  3,  inst.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned,  and  stood  adiourned  to  Thursday  next 
at  4  P.M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen^ 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M., 
his  honor  the  Mayor  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Constable— Denis  A.  Sullivan,  for  duty  in  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Police  Officer— William  McCarthy,  for  duty  on 
the  police  boat. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Eaton,  Sawyer 
&  Co.  et  al.,  that  the  ice  and  snow  he  removed 
from  Chatham  street. 

Cressy  &  Noyes,  for  leave  to  locate  receiving 
pipe  for  water  sprinkler  on  front  W8.ll  of  building 
49  and  51  Wareharn  street. 

Chase,  Shute  &  Co.,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  corner  of  Kilby  and  Central  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  Albert  Johnston,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  sfcablefor  onehorse  on  Norfolk  street, 
"Ward  16. 

Louis  Earl,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Hartford  street,  Ward  16. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE  ON  PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  Gas- 
light Company  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary engine  of  sixteen-horse  power  at  corner  of 
Snowbill  and  Hull  streets,  and  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  to  all  parties  ob- 
jecting on  Tuesday,  Feb.  23,  instant. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Resignation.  Communication  from  W.  G.  Shat- 
tuck  resigning  the  office  of  Warden  in  Ward  1. 
Placed  on  file. 

City  Registrar.  Report  for  quai  ter  ending  Jan. 
31 — Receipts  for  certificates  of  intentions  of  mar- 
riage, $595;  number  of  births  returned  during 
1874, 11,640;  marriages  recorded,  4003;  deaths  re- 
corded, 7812.    Sent  down. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Jan.  31 — 
Receipts :  Recording  mortgages,  etc.,  $916,31 ;  li- 
censes for  billiard  rooms,  $77 :  do.  for  auctioneers, 
$96;  do.  for  intelligence  offices,  $10.  Total, 
$1099.31.    Sent  down. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  remit  tax  of  $209.04,  for  1874,  assessed 
upon  Henry  W.  Pickering,  executor,  together 
with  interest  and  costs 

Order  to  assume  tax,  for  1874,  assessed  upon 
David  Sears's  heirs,  on  account  of  property  de- 
vised to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  amounting  to 
$1018.68. 

Severally  passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  to  establish  the  grade  of  Culvert  street, 
between  Tremont  and  Cabot  streets. 

Order  to  establish  the  grade  of  Knovvlton  street, 
between  Telegraph  and  East  Eighth  streets. 

Severally  passed. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
leave  to  establisL  the  salaries  of  deputy  collectors 
of  taxes,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  their 
fees  into  the  treasury. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  election 
or  appointment  of  an  Assistant  City  Treasurer,  as 
the  City  Council  may  determine;  also  authorizing 
the  City  Council  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the 
collectors  and  deputy  collectors,  and  providing 
that  all  fees,  costs,  expenses  or  penalties  now 
payable  under  statutes  and  ordinances  to  such 
officers  shall  hereafter  be  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  passed  and  sent 
down. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  special  as- 
signment, viz.,  orders  to  appropriate  $1,500,000 
for  water  works,  and  vest  authority  in  the  Cochit- 
uate  Water  Board  to  take  land  for  new  conduit 
and  such  extension  of  the  water  works  as  may  be 
required  to  convey  Sudbury  water  to  Chestnut 
Hill,  including  a  new  sipllon  under  Charles  River 
(City  Doc.  No.  20). 


Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  words  "the  bids  shall  be  opened  by 
the  President  of  said  board"  (being  the  fifth  line 
of  fifth  page),  the  words  "or  the  presiding  mem- 
ber." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  am  in  favor  of  the  object 
of  this  order,  but  think  that  the  purposes  for 
which  this  appropriation  is  made  should  be  more 
clearly  defined,  and  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ments : 

Insert  after  words  "Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,"  in 
ninth  line  of  first  order,  the  words  "according  to  a 
plan  on  a  map  in  the  appendix  to  City  Document 
No.  29,  of  the  year  1873,*and  the  construction  of 
one  or  more  of  the  three  storage  reservoirs  mark- 
ed I.,  II.  and  III.  on  said  map." 

Insert  after  the  words  "such  aqueduct,"  in 
tenth  line  of  the  first  order,  the  words  "and  said 
reservoir  or  reservoirs." 

Insert  after  the  words  "necessary  for,"  in  sec- 
ond line  on  fourth  page,  the  word  "thus." 

Alderman  Stebbins — Those  amendments  maybe 
all  right,  but  if  I  have  followed  them  correctly 
they  would  limit  this  order  to  the  plan  which  is 
on  file  in  City  Document  29,  which  was  prepared 
some  two  years  ago.  My  impression  is  that  there 
has  been  some  change  in  the  proposed  line  of  the 
conduit  since  then,  and  if  the  amendment  is 
pressed  now  I  shall  ask  that  the  order  may  be  laid 
over  till  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  conferred  with  the  City 
Engineer  to  see  if  there  is  any  orher  plan.  The 
order  proposes  to  give  the  Water  Board  all  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  act  of  1872,  which  are 
very  large.  In  making  this  appropriation,  it 
seems  to  me  we  should  know  what  we  are  about; 
before  embarking  in  such  a  large  entemrise  we 
should  know  where  we  are  to  land.  As  the  order 
is  now  drawn,  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  if 
they  saw  fit,  could  commence  to  take  and  pur- 
chase lands  for  seven,  eieht,  ten,  ortwelve  storage 
reservoirs.  It  »  not,  of  course,  supposed  that 
they  will  do  so ;  but  in  making  this  appropriation 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  should  define  it  clearly, 
have  it  closely  drawn,  and  not  left  open  to  abuse. 
I  referred  to  that  map,  because  it  is  the  only  one 
drawn,  and  I  wish  to  give  them  power  to  con- 
struct a  conduit  which  the  Engineer  has  mapped 
out;  but  I  do  not  want  to  give  them  authority  to 
construct  a  conduit  somewhere  else. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  find  that  this  plan  referred 
to  in  the  amendment  was  prepared  in  1873,  and  I 
am  quite  confident  that  since  then  surveys  have 
been  made  and  a  more  favorable  route  consid- 
ered, by  which  a  great  saving  in  the  expense  will 
be  made.  If  the  amendments  are  pressed  I  shall 
ask  that  the  ordei  be  laid  over  till  Monday.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  change  this  hue  a  quarter  cf 
a  mile,  or  a  rnilt-j  one  way  or  the  other.  In  fact, 
in  all  great  works  of  this  kind  we  must  place  con- 
fidence in  our  engineers  to  a  great  extent,  and  not 
confine  them  to  imaginary  lines  drawn  upon 
pieces  of  paper.  It  seems  tci  me  that  the  adoption 
of  this  amendment  will  tie  the  hands  of  the  Engi- 
neer in  such  a  way  as  to  be  opposed  to  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  should  be  willing  to  let  it 
lie  over  till  this  niatter  can  be  determined,  or  a 
definite  line  fixed  upon,  if  that  is  all  the  trouble. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  defined  in  some 
way — not  particularly  by  this  plan,  but  so  that 
the"  work  will  be  confined  to  that  locality. 

Alderman  Clark— It  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  us  to  agree  upon  a  specific  lice 
for  a  conduit  for  bringing  the  waters  of  Sudbury 
River  and  Farm  Bond  into  Boston.  There  may 
have  to  be  some  diversion  from  this  plan.  We 
have  a  competent  Engineer,  and  we  must  put 
faith  in  him  for  the  construction  of  reservoirs 
and  the  building  of  aqueducts  to  give  us  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  water.  We  have  put  our  faith 
in  him  heretofore,  and  have  not  been  de- 
ceived. He  told  us  two  years  ago  where  to 
go  to  get  an  additional"  supply  of  water, 
and  in  all  the  investigations  we  have 
made,  we  have  found  that  he  has  been  correct. 
Now,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if  we  are  satisfied 
that  this  is  the  best  plan,  all  we  can  do  is  to  give 
them  the  funds  and  leave  the  work  in  their  hands. 
I  think  the  City  Engineer  and  the  Water  Board 
aie  competent  to  do  the  work  without  our  dicta- 
tion. I  should  hope  that  no  more  delay  will  be  in- 
curred unless  better  reasons  are  given  than  I  have 
heard. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  orders  were 
laid  on  the  table.  Subsequently  a  recess  of  half 
an  hour  was  had,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the 
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orders  were  taken  from  the  table  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Clark. 

Alderma  1  Bun-age  withdrew  the  amendments 
previously  offered  by  him  aad  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Insert  after  the  words  "provided,  however, 
in  third  and  fourth  line  of  page  4,  the  words, 
"that  the  number  of  storage  reservoirs  said  Water 
Board  is  authorized  to  construct  shall  not  exceed 
three,  which  shall  be  those  known  as  Nos.  1, 2  and 
3,  and—" 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  orders  as 
amended  were  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  BKIDGES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
submitted  a  report  nominating  the  following- 
named  persons  as  superintendents  of  the  bridges 
oontrolled  in  pint  by  the  city  of  lioston  : 

Cottage  Farm  Bridge— Francis  Caverly. 

Granite  Bridge— Albert  O.  Hawes. 

Neponset  Bridge— John  Glavin. 

Cambridge  Bridge— William  Norton. 

Chelsea  Bridge — Daniel  S.  Lawrence,  Adam 
Bowlby. 

Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Cambridge— William 
Norton. 

North   Harvard-street  Bridee— William  Norton. 

Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Watertown — O.  F. 
Knox  and  M.  AV.  Angier. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  forthe  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  he  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  oontract  with  the 
Brookllne  Gaslight  Company  for  supplying  the 
gas  for  lighting  the  streets  in  the  section  of  the 
city  where  their  mains  extend,  at  the  rate  of  $3 
per  thousand  cubic  feet,  from  Feb.  15, 1875. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authoiized  under  the  approval  of 
the  Committee  on  Lamps  during  the  municipal 
year  1875  to  contract  for  and  purchase  the  lamp- 
posts, brackets,  burners,  tips,  cocks,  lanterns, 
tools,  stable  supplies  and  such  other  articles  as 
shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  the 
Lamp  Department;  also  to  employ  such  number 
of  men  in  the  repair  shop  of  the  department  as 
may  be  necessary ,  the  costjthereof  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps. 

Severally  read  once. 

NOTICE  TO  QUIT. 

Alderman  Clark,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  an  order  of 
notice  to  Francis  B.  Austin  and  all  others  inter- 
ested, to  "quit"  on  Pleasant  street,  Chailestown, 
on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next  ensuing. 
Passed. 

SUFFOLK- STREET    DISTRICT. 

Aldermen  Stebbins  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  be  authorized  to 
exercise  all  the  powers  in  relation  to  the  unsettled 
business  on  the  Suffolk-street  district  which  were 
conferred  on  the  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  said  district  for  the  year  1873. 
Bead  twice  ana  passed.    Sent  down. 

REDIVISION  OF  THE  WARDS 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  tbe  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  divide  the  city  into 
wards,  not  exceeding  thirty  in  number,  with  a 
representation  of  two  Common  Council  men  and 
two  School  Committee  from  each  ward,  and  also 
to  establish  not  exceeding  thiee  voting  precincts 
in  each  ward;  with  an  amendment  proposed  by 
Alderman  Power  to  strike  out  all  relating  to  the 
representation  of  Common  Council  and  School 
Committee  from  each  ward. 

The  question  was  on  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  order  was  tabled  on  the 
natural  suggestion  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15 
[Alderman  Worthington],  that  this  matter  was 
under  consideration  oy  another  committee,  and 
perhaps  courtesy  required  that  we  should  not 
forestall  their  action.  As  I  happen  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  to  which  the  new  charter 
was  referred,  at  their  last  meeting  I  called  their 
attention  to  the  fact,  and  I  am  authorized  to  state 
that  that  committee  fully  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  Census  and  Bevision  of  the  Wards  in 
regard  to  the  desirability  of  present  action.  As 
I  sai'»,  the  question  is  simply  this:  Char- 
ter or  no  charter,  the  census  is  to  be 
taken,    and     the     opportunity    for   a  redivision 


will  not  leturn  in  ten  years.  Revision  is  impera- 
tive this  year,  and  if  we  can  go  to  the  Legislature 
with  a  petition  for  authority  to  redivide  the 
wards,  the  sooner  the  better.  The  advantage  of 
goinj;  now  is  that  we  shall  acquire  a  standing  in 
court  and  cannot  be  excluded;  once  in  we  can 
change  this  order  in  any  way — change  the  limit  or 
ask  for  further  representation— and  we  cannot  be 
excluded.  In  regard  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  l  be  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  I  should  favor  it, 
it  for  no  othei  reason  than  that  courtesy  would 
require  us  to  allow  the  members  of  the  other 
branch  to  take  the  initiative.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  might  strike  out  the  woirls  "not  exceeding 
thirty,"  and  simply  ask  for  authority  to  divide  the 
city  into  as  many  wards  as  the  City  Council  may 
think  expedient;  but  I  do  think  the  order  should 
be  passed  now. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  was  adopt- 
ed, and  the  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der as  amended. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  we  should  not 
pass  this  order  at  this  time.  I  do  not  quite  like 
the  manner  in  which  it  i^  brought  here.  We  have 
the  new  city  chatter  before  a  special  committee, 
and  the  City  Council  have  yet  to  consider  that 
whole  subject.  The  gentleman  who  introduces 
this  order  says  it  is  desiiable  to  have  it  go  to  the 
Legislatuie  that  we  may  have  a  good  standing  in 
court,— in  ot tier  words'  th  it  this  whole  subject 
may  lie  brought  to  the  Legislature.  Now,  sir,  my 
opinion  is  that  we  should  have  an  expression 
from  the  City  Government  of  Boston  before 
we  go  to  the  Legislature  on  that  subject. 
If  we  do  this  we  shall  be  forcing  thing  in  a 
way  that  will  not  meet  the  favor  of  the  people  or 
the  Legislature.  I  think  we  should  wait  a  little. 
It  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be  forced  through 
here  on  so  short  notice.  We  should  not  be  asked 
to  vote  upon  it  when  it,  appears  that  there  is  some- 
thing behind  it  which  is  vastly  more  important 
than  the  order  itself,  and  I  shall  object  to  such  ac- 
tion at  this  time.  So  far  as  the  redivision  of  the 
wards  is  concerned,  I  should  not  object;  but  if  it 
is  to  bring  the  matter  of  representation  and  the 
whole  subject  of  the  city  charter  to  the  Legisla- 
ture before  we  have  discussed  it,  I  say  that  will 
be  forcing  the  matter  more  than  we  should. 

The  Chair— The  Alderman  is  under  a  misappre- 
hension in  regard  to  the  order.  As  it  now  stands, 
it  relates  simply  to  the  revision  of  the  wards.  The 
section  relating  to  representation  has  been  strick- 
en out. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  desire  to  say  that  I 
entirely  understand  that  order.  The  intention  is 
to  get  that  order  before  the  Legislature,  and  then 
any  member  of  that  body  can  rise  in  his  place  and 
move  to  substitute  the  new  city  charter  for  the 
order. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  can  hardly  think  that  such 
an  amendment  would  be  considered  germane  to 
tbe  subject.  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  15  that  it  is  not  yet  time  to  consider  this 
subject  if  it  bound  us  to  anything  atiall— even  if 
it  bound  us  to  increase  the  wards  by  a  single 
ward.  But  it  does  not.  It  is  simply  to  obtain 
power  to  increase  them  if  we  choose.  The  gen 
tleman  has  brought  up  a  bugbear  that  does  not 
exist.  This  matter  was  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  New  Charter  yesterday  and  I  was 
authorized  to  say  that  they  agreedperfectly  with 
the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  Wards,  that  this 
matter  ought  to  be  acted  upon  at  once.  Charter 
or  no  charier,  the  wards  must  be  revised.  I  fail 
to  see  whit  reason  the  gentleman  can  have  for 
supposing  that  this  subject  has  any  connection 
with  the  new  charter. 

Alderman  Worthington— Then  I  wish  to  ask  the 
member  what  he  means  by  having  our  case  in  the 
Legislature  and  we  cannot  he  crowded  out?  If  we 
go  there  with  this  subject  and  nothing  more,if  noth- 
ing else  is  intended,  I  am  willing  it  should  go.  But 
it  means  the  introduction  of  a  bill  of  minor  inter- 
est, and  the  substitution  of  a  more  important  bill 
for  it,  as  I  have  known  to  be  done  in  my  own  ex- 
perience. I  remember  such  an  instance  when  we 
were  trying  to  annex  Roxbury  to  Boston.  An 
effort  was  being  made  to  annex  a  portion  of  the 
Back  Bay,  and  an  amendment  was  offered  so  that 
instead  of  confining  the  line  to  West  Chester  park 
and  over  to  Parker  street,  it  should  include  all  of 
Koxbury.  The  Chair  ruled  that  the  amendment 
was  competent,  and  the  motion  was  put,  but  it 
was  voted  down.  It  would  be  equally  competent 
for  any  member  to  substitute  the  new  charter  and 
bring  that  directly  before  the  Legislature.  And 
that  is  what  I  understand  the  gentleman  to  mean 
by  our  having  a  standing  in  court  and  we  canno 
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be  crowded  out.  If  lie  says  it  means  nothing 
more  than  what  is  conveyed  [iu  the  order,  then  I 
am  content. 

Alderman  Quiuey— I  can  assure  the  gentleman 
the  cat  of  the  new  charter  is  by  no  means  hidden 
in  this  petition  for  authority  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  wards.  By  having  a  standing  in  conrt,  I 
mean  that  by  asking  for  authority  to  redivide  the 
wards  and  establish  voting  precincts,  we  secure  a 
place  on  the  calendar,  as  it  were,  and  we  can 
change  it  if  we  wish.  We  can  ask  for  a  limit  of 
thirty  wards,  or  for  a  larger  limit.  But  if  we  do 
not  get  into  court  during  the  next  two  weeks,  we 
shall  have  a  great  oeal  of  trouble,  as  they  may 
enforce  the  rule  excluding  new  business.  I  can 
assure  the  gentleman  that  so  far  as  this  commit- 
tee is  concerned,  they  are  innocent  of  any  knowl- 
edge of  a  cat  in  the  meal. 

Alderman  Woitbington —  I  did  not  mean  to 
charge  that  there  is  a  cat  in  the  meal ;  but  it  look- 
ed to  me  like  apian  to  bring  the  city  charter  be- 
fore the  Legislature  before  we  had  acted  upon  it, 
That,  I  think,  ought  not  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Clark — I  can  conceive  not  the  slight- 
est objection  to  this  order,  tor  I  think  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance.  I  believe  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  have  the  census  taken  this  year,  or 
we  cannot  take  it  at  all;  and  if  we  wish  the  right 
to  re-district  the  city,  it  will  be  necessary  to  get 
it  from  the  Legislature.  Now,  it  is  uncertain 
whether  the  new  charter  will  be  adopted  or  not; 
that  question  remains  to  be  settled  in  the  future. 
As  a  member  of  the  committee  who  now  have  the 
charter  under  consideration,  I  should  think  that 
none  of  our  prerogatives  will  be  taksn  from  us  if 
thir,  order  is  sent  to  the  Legislature.  I  should  hope 
that  the  petition  will  be  put  in  for  something  of 
this  kind.  It  will  take  some  time  to  go  through 
and  examine  the  new  charter,  and  I  hope  the  pub- 
lic will  not  be  too  anxious  for  a  report.  A  com- 
mittee cannot  do  in  two  or  three  weeks  what  it 
has  taken  the  commission  a  year  to  prepare. 

Alderman  Worthington — After  the  explanations 
of  the  gentleman  I  shall  not  object  to  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed  and  sent 
down. 

At  this  point  a  recess  of  half  an  hour  was  taken. 

ELECTION  OF  FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  Board  proceed 
to  an  election  of  First  Assistant  Assessors. 

Alderman  Clark  hoped  they  would  not  proceed 
to  an  election,  as  he  desired  more  time  to  look 
over  the  list.    He  moved  the  Board  adjourn. 

The  Board  refused  to  adjourn,  and  a  ballot  was 
ordered.  Aldermen  Harris  and  Stebbins  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  the  following  as  the  result  of  the 
several  ballots : 

First  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

"William  J.  Ellis 12 

John  Noble 12 

George  D.  Bicker 12 

Charles  F.  McDavitt 5 

John  Brown 10 

Roger  H.  Scannell 6 

Horace  Loring 12 

Charles  E.  Jackson 9 

P.  Ambrose  Young 11 

William  H.  Cundy :  12 

Edward  F.  Robinson 11 

Theophilus  Burr 10 

George  F.  Williams 12 

Otis  Rich 10 

Joseph  R.  Grose 12 

Edwin  B.  Spinney 12 

Joseph  L.  Drew 11 

John  H.  Giblin 11 


L.  Foster  Morse 12 

George  F.  Davis 8 

Andrew  J.  Browne 12 

George  A.  Comins 12 

PhineasB.  Smith _. 10 

William  Withington 12 

Henry  Pierce 12 

John  Pierce n 

Charles  Nowell 10 

Gideon  Walker 12 

Henry  W.  Dickerman 12 

Joshua  S.  Duneklee 12 

William  B .  Long ]  t 

Nahum  Chapin 12 

George  S.  Pendergast 12 

George  H.  Williams 5 

James  K.  Crowley 6 

Charles  F.  McDavitt 5 

A.  G.  Wyman 6 

Michael  Carney 5 

A.  R.  Holden 4 

James  Healey 3 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 2 

H.  N.  Holbrook 1 

And  the  thirty-one  gentlemen  who   received  the 

necessary  nuinoer  of  votes  were  declared  elected. 

Second  Ballot. 

A.  G.  Wyman 6 

J.  K.  Crowley 5 

Michapl  Carney 4 

R.  H.  Scanner! 3 

Charles  F.  McDavitt 2 

G.  H.  Williams 2 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Alderman  Prefcott— In  order  that  members  of 
the  Board  may  hive  an  opportunity  to  see  who  is 
elected,  and  who  are  the  candidates  not  elected, 
and  what  districts  are  not  represented,  it  seems  to 
me  that  further  balloting  had  better  be  dispensed 
with  until  the  next  meeting.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  Board  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  lost. 

Third  Ballot. 

J.  K.  Crowley 7 

A.  G.  Wyman 5 

M.  Carney 5 

R.  H.  Scannell 3 

C.  F.  McDavitt 2 

G.  H.  Williams 2 

Mr.  Crowley  was  declared  elected. 
Fourth  Ballot. 

A.  G.  Wyman 5 

M.  Carney 4 

C.  F.  McDavitt 2 

R.H.  Scannell 1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Fifth  Ballot. 

A.  G.  Wyman 7 

M.  Carney 4 

C.  F.  McDavitt 1 

And  Mr.  Wyman  was  declared  elected. 
Certificate  sent  down  of  the  election  of 
William  J.  Ellis,  George  F.  Davis, 

John  Noble,  Andrew  J.  Browne, 

George  D.  Ricker,  George  A.  Comins, 

John  Brown,  Phineas  B.  Smith, 

Horace  Loring,  William  Withington, 

Charles  E.  Jackson,  Henry  Pierce, 

P.  Ambrose  Young,  John  Pierce, 

Win.  H.  Cundy,  Charles  Nowell, 

Edward  F.  Robinson,       Gideon  Walker, 
Theophilus  Burr,  Henry  W.  Dickeiraan, 

George  F.  Williams,         Joshua  S.  Duneklee, 
Otis  Rich,  William  B.  Long, 

Joseph  R.  Grose,  Nahum  Chapin. 

Edwin  B.  Spinney,  George  S.  Pendergast, ' 

Joseph  L.  Drew,  James  K.  Ciowley, 

John  H.  Giblin,  Abraham  G.  Wyman. 

L.  Foster  Morse, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Clark  the   board    ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of. the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY   4,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
and  Inspector  of  Buildings;  quarterly  reports  of 
City  Clerk  and  Registrar  of  Births  and  Marriages. 
Placed  on  file. 

Request  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings ;  pe- 
titions of  Joseph  Dorr  et  al.    Severally  referred. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petitions  of  E.  S.  Johnson,  for  refunding  of 
tax;  of  J.  P.  Farley,  administrator,  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  tax  erroneously  paid.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  that  the  City  Council  has  no  authority  to 
grant  petition  of  D.  B.  McKenzie  that  the  taxes 
assessed  upon  the  Appleton  Temporary  Home 
may  be  refunded.    Accepted. 

Order  for  the  City  Engineer  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  mate- 
rials and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  in  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
supply  necessary  furniture,  and  cause  such  re- 
pairs and  cleaning  to  be  made  as  may  be  needed 
in  the  several  schoolhouses. 

Order  for  the  City  Surveyor  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  mate- 
rials and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  in  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Order  for  the  Committee  ou  Public  Buildings  to 
supply  furniture  for  and  cause  necessary  cleaning 
and  repairs  to  be  made  in  the  City  Hal1,  police 
stations  and  engine  houses,  and  other  public 
buildings,  where  the  same  are  not  made  by  the 
departments  using  the  same. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  law  books  for  the  City 
Solicitor's  office,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $275. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  to  amend  an  oroinance 
relating  to  the  Law  Department,  providing  for  the 
appoirtment  cf  a  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor,  and 
providing  for  the  emplovuieut  of  extra  assistance 
when  necessary. 

Orders  and  ordinance  severally  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
requesting  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide 
the  means  for  laying  out  and  building  Swett  street 
from  Alb?;ny  street  to  Dorchester  avenue.  Report 
accepted  and  order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  remit  tax  of  $209.04,with  in- 
terest  and  costs,  assessed  H.W.  Pickering,  admin- 
istrator of  Caroline  Newman.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  assume  tax  of  $1018.08  as- 
sessed on  estate  bequeathed  to  the  Overseeis  of 
the  Poor  by  David  Sears.  Order  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Order  conferring  power  to  settle  outstanding 
business  of  Suffolk-street  district  on  Joint  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  Northampton-street  District. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the 
legislature  for  authority  to  elect  or  appoint  As- 
sistant City  Treasurer  and  Collector,  oi  both,  and 
estaDlish  salary  for  same,  and  providing  for  the 
payment  of  present  fees  of  deputy  collectors  into 
the  city  treasury.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  divide  the  city  into  not  exceeding 
thirty  wards,  and  establish  voting  precincts.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  Treasurer  to  borrow  81,- 
500.000  for  building  a  conduit  to  Farm  Pond,  and 
build  storage  reservoirs  on  Sudbury  River,  and 
confeniug  powers  on  Cochituate  Water  Board  to 
take  and  purchase  lands  necessary  for  conveying 
said  wjter  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  etc.,  and  to 
lay  a  new  siphon  pipe  across  Charles  River,  with 
an  amendment  limiting  the  reservoirs  to  be  built 
to  Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  etc.  Order  passed  to  a.  second 
reading. 

Report  nominating  the  following-named  per- 
sons as  First  Assistant  Assessors:  William  J. 
Ellis,  John  Noble,    Michael  Carney,   George   D. 


Rieker,  Charles  F.  McDavitt,  Roger  H.  Scannell, 
Horace  Loring,  P.  Ambrose  Young,  William  H. 
Cundy,  Edward  F.  Robinson,  Theophilus  Burr, 
Jotin  H.  Giblin,  George  F.  Williams,  Otis  Rich, 
Joseph  R.  Grose,  Edwin  B.  Spinney,  Joseph  L. 
Drew,  L.  Foster  Morse,  George  F.  Davis,  Andrew 
J.  Browne,  George  A.  Comins,  Phineas  B.  Smith, 
William  Withington,  Henry  Pierce,  John  Pierce, 
Gideon  Walker,  Henry  W.  Dickerman,  George  H. 
Williams,  Joshua  S.  Duncklee,  William  B.  Long, 
Nahum  Chapin,  George  S.  Pendergast,  Thomas  L. 
Jenks.    Accepted. 

Certificate  of  election,  as  such  assessors,  of 
William  J.  Ellis,  John  Noble.  George  D.  Rieker, 
j  ohn  Brown,  Horace  Loring,  Charles  E.Jackson, 
P.  Ambrose  Young,  William  H.  Cundy,  Edward  F. 
Robinson,  Theophilus  Bun,  George  F.  Williams, 
Otis  Rich,  Joseph  R.  Grose,  Edwin  B.  Spinney, 
Joseph  L.  Drew,  John  H.  Giblin,  L.  Foster  Morse, 
George  F.  Davis,  Andrew  J.  Browne,  George  A. 
Comins,  Phineas  B.  Smith,  William  Withington, 
Henry  Pierce,  John  Pierce,  Charles  Nowell, 
Gideon  Walker,  HeDry  W.  Dickerman,  Joshua  S. 
Duncklee,  William  B.  Long,  Nahum  Chapin, 
George  S.  Pendergast,  James  K.  Crowley,  Abra- 
ham G.  Wyman. 

The  nominations  were  laid  over. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 
City  Messenger.  Certificate  of  the  election  of 
Alvah  H.  Peters  as  City  Messenger,  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  Messrs.  Burgess  of  Ward  3,  Wal- 
bridge  of  Ward  12,  and  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reponed  that  Alvah  H.  Peters  received  fifty-four 
votes,  the  whole  number  cast,  and  he  was  declar- 
ed elected  in  concurrence. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  Certificate  of  the  election 
of  James  M.  Bugbee  as  Clerk  of  Committees  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Messrs.  Spragueof  Ward 
4,  Smith  of  Ward  10,  and  Stacey  of  Ward  21  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  Tbev 
rep.orted  that  James  M.  Bugbee  had  received  fif- 
ty-eight votes,  the  whole  number  cast,  and  he  was 
dec'ared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Member  of  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Certifi- 
cate of  the  electron  of  Uriel  H.  Crocker  in  place 
of  Amos  L.  Noyes  chosen  by  this  Council.  Messrs. 
Woods  of  Warii  8,  Rice  of  Ward  19, and  Newton  of 
Ward  14  were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  lepoited  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 60 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Amos  L.  Noyes  had 34 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 26 

And  Mr.  Noyes  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital—  Certificate  of  elec- 
tion of  Hugh  O'Brien  of  the  Board  of  Alderm-u 
and  Otis  H.  Pierce  and  Henry  H.  Sprague  of  the 
Common  Council  a.s  Trustees  of  the  Citv  Hospital. 
Messes.  Cushman  of  Ward  1,  Kingsley  of  Ward 
3,  and  Hicks  of  Ward  8  were  the  committee  to  col- 
lect ana  couut  voies. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 58 

Necessary' to  a  choice 30 

Alderman  Hush  O'Brien 58 

Councilman  Otis  H.  Pierce 55 

'  Henry  H.  Sprague 56 

"  George  A.  Shaw 1 

Johu  Osborne,  Jr 1 

"  Jeremiah  Harrigan 1 

J.  E.  Duggan 1 

And  Alderman  O'Brien  and  Councilmen  Pierce 
and  Sprague  were  declared  Plected  iu  concur- 
rence. 

Assessors.  Report  nominating  and  certificate 
of  election  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons  as  Asse-sors:  Thomas 
HilK,  Benjamin  Cushing,  Horace  Smith,  Thomas 
,1.  Bancroft,  Benjamin  F.  Palmer.  Messrs.  Curtis 
of  Ward  17,  Duggan  of  Ward  5,  and  Harmon  of 
Ward  6  were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 61 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Thomas  Hills 60 

Benjamin  ( lushing 61 

Horace  Smith 60 

Thomas  ■' .  Bancroft Hi 

Benjamin  F.  Palmer ! 59 

Dr.  Thomas  L.  Jenks 1 

Leonard  K.  Cutter 1 

Joseph  R.Grose 1 

J.  M.  Maguire 1 

Messrs.  Hills.  Cushing,  Smith,  Bancroft  and 
Palmer  were  declared  elected  iu  concurrence. 

Director  for  Public  Institutions.  Certificate  of 
election  of  Councilman  William  G.  Train,  by  the 
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Board  of  Aldermen .  in  place  of  Councilman  Wil- 
liam c.  Burgess,  chosen  by  iins  Council.  Messrs, 
Devereux  of  Ward  22,  Wilson  of  Ward  12,  anil 
Jaques  of  Ward  9  were  the  committee  to  collect 
anil  count  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 66 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

William  G.  Train  had 12 

William  C.  Burgess  had 24 

And  Mr.  Train  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  hay  and  grain,  and 
such  horses  and  enchariges  as  may  be  required  for 
his  department  from  tune  to  time. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  draw  upon  the 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  executions  and 
judgments  of  courts  against  the  citv. 

Order  authorizing  necessary  repairs  to  be  made 
on  bathhouses,  and  the  employment  of  assistance 
for  the  care  of  the  same. 

Severally  passed  iu  concurrence. 

Order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  pay  Francis 
A.  Hall  three  city  of  Boston  gold  coupons,  of  925 
each,  alleged  i o  have  been  burned,  on  the  condi- 
tions set  forth  in  said  order.    Passed  and  sent  up. 

Order  authorizing  a  transfer  of  $500  from  the 
appropriation  for  Incidental  Expenses  to  that  for 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common  Council.  t'a«sed 
—yeas  04,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

WASHINGTON'S    BIRTHDAY. 

The  order  for  flags  to  be  displayed  and  a  nation- 
al salute  to  be  fired  at  E  ist  and  South  Boston,  the 
city  proper,  the  Highlands,  Dorchester,  West 
Roxbury,  Brighton  and  Charlestown.  at  noon  on 
the  22d  inst.,  in  commemoration  Of  the  birthday 
of  Washington,  was  considered  under  the  head  of 
unfinished  business. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  1—1  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  words  "city  proper."  1  think  it 
is. unnecessary  to  have  the  guns  fired  within  the 
city  proper.  The  very  reasons  which  led  to  the 
formation  oi  the  present  ordinance  in  18TJ  are 
sufficient  to  show  that  this  is  an  occasion  when 
the  authority  of  the  City  Council  should  he  exer- 
cised. I  have  before  me  the  report  made  in  1S73, 
in  which  reasons  were  given  for  curtailing  the 
liberty  of  firing  salutes  within  the  city,  and  the 
committee  at  that  time  reported  the'  evidence 
taken  by  them,  ana  the  opinions  of  several  dis- 
tinguished physicians  that  it  was  an  unmitigated 
nuisance,  highly  injurious  and  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  people  living  anywhere  near  the  Com- 
mon. This  being  a  minor  holiday,  it  seems  tome 
to  be  necessary  to  spare  the  people  from  this  in- 
fliction.   For  that  reason  1  offer  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote — 26  for, 
27  against. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— I  hope  gentlemen  will 
consider  this  matter  seriously.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  they  think  about  it  for  a  moment,  they  will 
see  that  there  is  no  use  in  firing  those  cannon 
upon  the  Common.  Nol  ody  goes  up  there  to  see 
the  firing.  We,  in  our  places  of  business,  merely 
hear  some  noise.  The  firing  of  cannon  in  a  thick- 
ly settled  city  is  plainly  of  no  use  and  does  do 
harm.  If  the  people  iu  South  anr'.  East  Boston 
and  the  suburbs  want  cannon  fire  J,  there  is  no 
objection,  'out  it  seems  to  me  that  we  who  live  in 
the  centre  of  the  city  don't  care  to  have  the  can- 
non tired,  and  that  the  displaying  of  flags  will  be 
sufficient. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  suggest 
that  perhaps  the  amendment  goes  a  little  further 
than  was  intended,  as  it  puts  a  stop  to  the  display 
of  flags.  I  suppose  it  was  intended  to  prevent  the 
firing  of  cannon,  but  if  it  had  been  adopted  it 
would  have  prevented  the  display  of  flags. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  should  hope  that  this 
time-honored  custom  will  not  be  done  away  with. 
The  people  of  Boston  desire  to  hear  the  cannon 
fired  upon  the  biithday  of  the  father  of  the  coun- 
try. They  don't  ask  tliat  it  be  fired  in  South  Bos- 
tOD,  or  Roxbury,  or  upon  Bunker  Hill;  but  upon 
that  time-honored  place,  Boston  Common, 
where  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
city  proper  and  suburbs,  and  those  who  come 
here  from  the  surrounding  districts,  may 
hear  the  national  salute,  for  it  is  nothing 
else.  I  have  heard  this  opposition  to  firing  can- 
non upon  the  Common  for  a  few  years  past.  Is 
there  a  gentleman  here  who  can  rise  in  his 
place  and  say  it  has  harmed  a  living  being?  The 
sentimentalists  that  surround  the  Common  would 


prevent  the  people  from  my  district  and  from 
the  North  End  and  other  portions  of  the  city  from 
Visiting  the  Common,  if  they  could  have  their 
way.  They  would  prevent  ihe  boys  from  coasting 
upon  tje  Common;  they  would  prevent  any  na- 
tional display  in  any  way  which  would  be  con- 
formable to  the  desires  and  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  city,  f  hope  there  will  be  nochange  in  this 
time  honered  custom.  But,  sir,  I  am  willing  toleave 
it  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  everybody  knows 
thai  it  is  within  his  power  to  control  the  matter. 
With  the  houoied  gentleman  who  sits  at  the  helm, 
1  as  one  member  neie,  and  my  constituents,  sir— 
for  I  speak  for  them— are  willing  tiat  this  matter 
shall  Decontrolled  by  his  Honor.  Is  it  proposed 
that  in  the  ci  y  proper  flags  shall  not  be  raised 
upon  that  tiocore  I  day— the  birthday  of  the 
father  of  his  country?  why,  sir,  this  is  noshing 
but  tii-  same  sentiment  which  has,  and  I  suppose 
will  forever  surround  thai  Common,  and  try  to 
prevenf  those  Utile  courtesies  and  conveniences 
which  Boston  Common  was  given  us  for  the 
use  of.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  change,  and  that 
this  order  will  pass  this  branch  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, because  I  believe  that  it  represents  the  desires 
of  the  people. 

Mr, Brackett  or  Ward  to— I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  'and  a  national  salute  be  fired  at 
noon,''  so  tint  the  day  will  be  observed  by  a  dis- 
play of  (lags,  but  no  cannon  be  fired. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  by  a  rising  vote— 28 
for,  38  against. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  0— In  order  to  put  the  or- 
der in  the  shape  that  would  prevent   the   firing  of 

cannon  on  the  Comman,butnotprevent  the  display 

of  flags,  I  move  to  insert  after  the  words  "public 
buildings  and  grounds"  the  words  "thoughout 
the  city,"  and  strike  out  the  words  "city  proper," 
so  that  cannon  may  he  fired  in  all  parts  of  the  city 
except  the  city  proper. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  C— I  hope  that  amendment 
will  be  adopted  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  who  a  ked  if  there  is  any  one  who  knew 
of  injury  being  inflicted  by  the  tiring  of  cannon 
upon  the  Common,  I  would  state  that  it  has  come 
within  my  personal  knowledge  that  a  lady  unable 
to  be  moved  from  her  bouse  vva-;  injured  by  the 
shocks  which  the  firing  of  the  cannon  on  the  Corn- 
man  caused  to  her  nervoi  s  system. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail  for  the  reason  given  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Ward  C,  which  is  no  more  cogent  for 
the  Common  than  for  Dorchester,  for  there  are 
nervous  ladies  in  Dorchester  as  well  as  near  the 
Common. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — Gentlemen  must  appre- 
ciate that  there  is  a  difference  between  Dorches- 
ter and  the  Common.  There  are  a  great  many 
peoile  living  near  the  Common,  while  in  Dor- 
chester there  are  a  great  many  xioints  where  peo- 
ple would  not  be  troubled  by  it.  In  the  city  where 
there  are  so  many  people  living  inclose  proximity 
to  the  Common  it  has  done  an  injury,  and  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  desirable  that  the  firing  of  can- 
non thoulcl  not  be  continued.  If  gentlemen  in 
Dorchester  should  n't  wish  to  have  cannon  fired 
near  their  homes,  I  would  he  happy  to  vote  that 
they  be  exempt  from  the  nuisance.  But  I  think 
it  is  desirable  not  to  have  the  cannon  fired  on  Bos- 
ton Common. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  prevail,  ft  seems  to  me  that  a  wrong  reason 
is  given  and  a  wrong  impression  created  by  the  at- 
tempts at  explanation.  If  1  understand  it,  the  ob- 
jection is  that  the  Ss.lute  is  not  more  a  nuisance 
on  Boston  Common,  because  of  the  greater  num- 
ber of  residents  near  there,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Dorchester  doesn't  state  the  proposition 
correctly.  The  real  reason  is  that  the  Common  is 
surrounded  by  buildings,  and  the  reverberations 
produce  a  much  mure  painful  effect  than  on  more 
opengrouuds.  I  suppose  that  no  one  would  ob- 
ject to  cannon  being  fired  upon  the  open  ground— 
for  instance  upon  the  Back  Bay.  But  in  a  con- 
tracted space  the  effect  is  very  different,  and 
there  are  dangers  which  people  aie  obliged  to  un- 
dergo, as  I  can  testify,  every  time  a  salute  is 
fired  on  the  Common.  I  know  of  one  case  where 
the  effect  upon  a  patient  proved  very  painful. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6 — I  cannot  see  why  a  cus- 
tom that  is  excellent  or  time  honored  should  be 
perpetuated  for  that  reason  simply.  We  have  had 
a  custom  of  firing  crackers,  letting  off  fireworks, 
sounding  gongs,  and  making  night  hideous  on 
the  night  before  the  Fourth  of  July.  Still  this  is  a 
time-honored  custom,  and  some  people  desire  to 
cling  to  it;  and  because  the  cannon  are  fired  on 
Boston  Common,  and  people's  ear  drums  are  crush- 
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ed,  it  is  argued  that  we  ought  to  continue  it 
on  every  public  day. 

Now,  sir,  the  ground  was  so  very  well  cohered 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  that  it  seems  to  me 
hardly  necessary  to  have  anything  said  further'. 
It  certainly  is  an  unmitigated  nuisance,  this  dis- 
charging of  artillery  in  the  midst  of  the  dense 
population  near  Boston  Common.  It  has  seemed 
to  n,e  tbat  in  presenting  this  question  those  who 
live  at  a  distance  from  the  Common  are  very  will- 
ing to  have  the  artillery  discharged"  there  to  its 
fullest  extent  in  the  celebration  of  Washington's 
Birthday.  I  „hiDk  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  hall 
who  would  not  be  as  patriotic  as  possible  in 
the  celebration  of  the  birthday  of  the  father  of  his 
ceuntry ;  Out  at  the  same  time  I  think  some  of  us 
ought  to  have  a  little  regard  for  the  wishes  and 
conveniences  ana  health  of  our  fellow  citizens.  I, 
for  one,  can  testify  of  a  case  where  a  severe  ill- 
ness was  very  much  aggravated  by  the  discharge 
of  artillery  on  the  Common.  The  residents  there 
get  the  benefit  of  it,  while  in  the  open  spaces  at 
East  Boston,  Dorchester  and  the  Highlands,  the 
annoyance  does  not  occur. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15— It  strikes  me  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  is 
entirely  unnecessary.  This  order  pi o vie! es  for  a 
sa!ute  in  the  city  proper,  but  not  for  one  on  Bos- 
ton Common.  There  are,  as  has  been  suggested, 
open  spaces  on  the  Back  Bay,  and  if  the  Mayor 
sees  fit  the  salute  can  be  fired  there. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  noted  the  remarks 
of  the  gentlemen,  especially  those  of  my  friend 
from  the  Sixth  Ward  [Mr.  Kimball].  I  notice, 
sir,  that  he  states  that  one  woman's  nervous  sys- 
tem was  troubled.  I  have  noticed  during  the  last 
year  that  several  men's  nervous  systems — es- 
pecially members  of  the  Council — have  been  dis- 
turbed. Now,  sir,  out  of  375,000  people— which  is 
the  population  of  the  city  of  Boston,  from  figures 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  collect  within  the 
last  three  months — one  old  lady's  nervous  system 
has  been  injured!  Now,  my  friend  from  the 
Ninth  Ward  [Mr.  Jaques]  argues  that  this  salute 
should  not  be  fired  upon  Boston  Common,  and  that 
there  is  room  beyond  Boston  Common — that  there 
is  a  large  open  district  on  the  Back  Bay.  Per- 
haps there  is ;  perhaps  it  is  under  water,  too,  and 
it  will  take  a  great  deal  of  the  city's  money  to  re- 
claim it  and  make  it  decent  and  healthy. — I  don't 
know  that  they  can  do  it.  But,  sir,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  ivbo  is  at  the  head  of  this  corporation, 
has  the  right  to  discriminate  in  this  matter. 
Think  of  one  woman's  nervous  system  being  af- 
fected !  Why,  sir,  a  great  many  women's  nervous 
systems  have  been  affected  without  the  firing  of 
cannon!  This  seems  to  be  a  frivolous  opposition. 
There  is  a  sentiment  in  this  thing  which  the  Coun- 
cil cannot  get  rid  of .  Let  us  stand  by  this  time- 
honored  custom.  It  is  nothing,  says  "the  honored 
gentleman  from  the  Sixth  Ward  [Mr.  Guild]. 
Time-honored  custom  is  nothing.  I  believe 
in  the  beating  of  gongs  and  building  of 
bonfires  on  national  holidays.  I  believe  in 
the  Fourth  of  July  and  Washington's  Birthday, 
and  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  as  patriotic  citizens  to 
stand  by  those  time-honored  customs.  When  it 
can  be  proved  that  one  woman's  nervous  system 
is  affected,  that  dees  not  prove  that  374,999  people 

re  not  to  congratulate  themselves,  their  w'ves  and 
children  and  neighbors  upon  the  return  of  the 
glorious  birthday  of  the  father  of  our  country.  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass  as  it  was  offered,  because 
it  is  our  right,  and  it  will  be  an  honor  to  pass  it  as 
it  is. 

Mr.  Crocker— It  was  suggested  that  the  salute 
might  be  fired  upon  the  extreme  part  of  the  Back 
Bay.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  an  order  is  passed 
to  fire  a  salute  in  the  city  proper,  the  Mayor  would 
not  assume  to  remove  it  from  the  place  where  the 
time-honoied  custom  has  prevailed  of  firing  it. 
As  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  that  the  life  or  death  of  one  lady  don't  amount 
to  so  much  powder— 1  will  let  that  go  for  what  it 
is  worth. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— t  said  nothing  about  the 
life  or  death  of  one  lady.  I  said  one  woman's 
nervous  system.  The  gentleman's  [Mr.  Crocker! 
nervous  system  has  been  frequently  troubled,  and 
will  be  again,  I  think. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Crocker  was  lost 
— 30  for,  37  against. 

The  order  was  then  passed — yeas  03,  nays  4. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent, 
Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess.  Cawley,  Clarke,  Coyle, 
Crocker,  Curtis,  dishing,  Cushmah,  Damon,  Day, 
Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Flynu,  Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Har- 


rigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingshuiy,  Kings- 
ley,  Leighton,  Long,  Mooney,  Morrison,  Murray, 
Newton,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Page,  Parker,  Peabody, 
Perkins,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw, 
Sibley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser, 
Thacher,  Train,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitcoiub,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,   Wilson,  Woods— 63. 

Nays— Messrs.  Jaques,  Kimball,  Loring,  Whit- 
more — 4. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

Order  sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Leighton  of  Ward  1— Petition  of  Flax 
Pond  Water  Company,  for  a  hearing  in  regard  to 
furnishing  a  supply  for  East  Boston.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—  Petition  of  Patrick 
Sharkey  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Eustis 
street.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— Petition  of  West 
Roxbury  Free  Library  for  a  transfer  to  the  Public 
Libiary  of  Boston.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Library , vwith  instructions  to  give  the 
petitioners  a  hearing. 

By  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  His- 
toric, Genealogical  Society,  calling  attention  to 
Boston's  imperfect  record  of  births  and  deaths 
prior  to  1845,  and  asking  that  the  same  may  be 
corrected  by  reference  to  parish  and  other  rec- 
ords. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Libre ry. 

Severally  sent  up. 

REPORTS  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEES. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees  were  sub- 
mitted recommending  elections  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— For  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Lands,  Robert  W.  Hall;  for  Super- 
intendent of  Sewers,  William  H.  Bradley. 

By  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 — For  Superintendent  of 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  John  Galvin. 

By  Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8— For  Commissioner  of 
Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  Frank  L.  Tileston :  for 
City  Solicitor,  John  P.  Healy ;  for  Water  Regis- 
trar, William  F.  Davis. 

By  Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8— For  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  Charles  Harris- 

By  Mr.  Woods  of  Waid  8— For  Harbor  Master, 
John  T.  Gardner. 

By  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15— For  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Buildiners,  James  C.  Tucker. 

By  Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— For  City  Surveyor, 
Thomas  W.  Davis. 

Reports  severally  accepted  and  nominations 
laid  over. 

BADGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  order  for 
a  special  committee  to  procure  badges  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $15 
for  each  badge,  was  taken  up. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  move  to  amend  by 
substituting  "65"  for  "§15." 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  know  that  it  is 
in  order,  but  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  question 
could  be  divided  so  that  we  should  first  settle 
whether  any  badges  are  to  be  procured.  If  that 
is  settled  in' the  affirmative,  then  the  question  of 
price  can  be  determined.  But  if  the  whole  ques- 
tion be  made  one,  it  is  certainly  very  difficult  for 
those  who  oppose  voting  any  badges  to  know  how 
to  vote.  Here  is  a  gentleman  asking  us  to  vote 
for  a  low-priced  badge,  and  if  we  are  to  have 
badges  1  do  not  want  to  vote  against  t  hat.  I  think 
it  would  facilitate  the  action  of  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  to  have  the  question  divided,  and  I 
move  a  division. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— In  addition  to  the 
amendment  of  "$5"  for  '-§15"  which  I  offered.  I 
would  like  to  move  a  second  amendment  by  add- 
ing to  the  order  the  words  "provided  that  no 
badge  Shall  bo  procured  for  any  member  who 
shall,  within  five  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
onlei.  notify  the  committee  in  writing  of  his  de- 
sire not  to  receive  one."  It  dots  seem  to  me  that 
those  members  of  the  Common  Council  who  do 
not  desire  a  badge  ought  not,  in  courtesy,  to  be 
compelled  to  receive  them-  The  amendment  is 
similar  to  the  one  which  I  offered  at  the  l&stineet- 
ing,  but  the  question  upon  it  was  not  taken 
by  a  rising  VOte,  or  by  yeas  and  nays— it  wis  Sim-' 
ply  put  and  declared  not  carried.  1  have  made 
this  motion  at  this  time,  asking  the  Council  to 
consider  it  as  if  it  were  offered  for  the  first  tune, 
and  to  consider  whether  or  not  those  members 
■who  do  not  Wish  badges  Should   be  compelled  to 
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taKe  them  under  a  penalty,  if  they  refuse,  of  hav- 
ing a  badge  with  their  names  upon  one  floating 
about  City  Hall,  or  somewhere  else,  in  order  co 
take  the  sense  of  the  Council  upon  this  question, 
1  shall  call  for  the  yeas  and  "iays.  As  I 
stated  at  the  last  meeting,  if  we  put  the  limit 
at  $15  (we  shall  get  a  hadge  worth  about  $9 
intrinsically.  If  we  put  the  limit  at  $5 
we  shall  get  a  badge  worth  nearly  that  amount, 
because  there  will  not  be  the  chance  among 
manufacturers  to  give  us  a  badge  so  far  in 
value  from  the  amount  of  money  we  pay.  If  we 
have  a  badge  at  all  I  hope  we  shall  have  one  for 
use,  and  a  cheap  one  will  answer  that  purpose.  I 
will  not  take  any  more  time,  because  the  Bubject 
wasfully  discussed  at  the  last  meeting,  and  any- 
thing that  can  be  said  now  will  add  nothing  to 
what  waa  said  then. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment  to 
substitute  "$5"  for  "$15,"  and  it  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurted  on  the  second 
amendme-nt  of  Mr.  Kimball  by  adding  the  words 
"provided,"  etc. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  that  amendment 
will  prevail,  and  that  any  member  who  does  not 
wish  to  receive  a  badge  need  not  have  oi.e. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0— I  still  think  that  the 
price  which  we  have  placed  upon  these  badges  is 
too  high.  I  am  soriy  to  take  so  mui'h  time  of  the 
Council,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  those  badges  of 
last  yeai  were  not  worth  $9,  and  I  believe  that  we 
can  get  a  cheaper  badge  if  we  wish.  I  therefore 
move  to  substitute  "$10.50"'  for  "$15."  The  reason 
I  do  nut  move  $16  is  because  it  was  voted  down  at 
the%last  meeting. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  only  desire  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Kimball]  was  on  the  commit- 
tee who  procured  the  bauges  last  year,  with  two 
other  gentlemen,  and  a  bid  was  made  or  handed 
in  by  a  party  twenty-five  ceuts  lower  than  that 
of  the  one  to  whom  he  gave  the  contract,  and  it 
was  refused  by  the  gentleman,  while  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  favored  giving  it  to 
the  other  bidder,  who  would  have  given  a  better 
badge. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  C— This  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  or  knew  of  that  thing.  1  knew  of 
nothing  said  about  a  bid  being  made.  I  knew  of 
nothing  but  two  bona  fide  bids,  and  those  were 
twentv-five  cents  apart,  and  I  think  the  gentle- 
man is  entirely  mistaken  iu  saying  that  a  bid  was 
put  in  for  the  making  of  a  badge  for  $10. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  did  not  say  $10,  but  that 
there  w  s  a  bid  for  twenty-live  cents  less  than  the 
one  for  which  it  was  awarded. 

Mr.  Kimball— I  entirely  misunderstood  the  gen- 
tleman. I  thought  1  caught  the  words  "ten  dol- 
lars." That  is  very  true,  but  unfortunately  I  was 
the  minority  of  the  committee,  and  happened  to 
have  the  casting  vote,  I  believed  that  the  party 
bidding  twenty-rive  cents  more  would  give  the 
better  badge  and  I  voted  for  him  to  receive  the 
work. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  pass.  We  are  obliged  as  the  order  now 
stands  to  give  $15.  As  1  am  opposed  to  badges  I 
shall  vote  against  all  amendments. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  5— As  very  few  members 
voted  upon  the  amendment  making  the  price  $5 
and  as  I  think  a  cheap  badge  a  proper  thing, 
and  as  I  would  not  be  put  in  the  embarrassing 
position  of  taking  or  refusing  a  sl5  badge,  I 
move  to  amend  so  as  to  fix  the  price  at  $6  and 
on  that  I  call  for  the  yea*  and  nays. 

Mr.  .Perkins  of  Ward  10— I  would  suggest  that 
that  amendment  has  been  voted  down. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  in  favor  of  badges, 
and  I  am  in  favor  of  a  good  badge,  and  if  cheap 
members  want  ch.^ap  badges  they  can  have  them. 
I  refer  to  nobody,  sir.  Mr.  President,  1  had  the 
honor  to  read  the  Boston  Transcript  which  con- 
tains the  doings  of  the  last  Council.  I  believe 
it  is  always  in  order  to  refer  to  the  official  record 
taken  by  the  official  reporter.  I  notice  that  one 
gentleman  rises  in  his  place  and  says — 

"I  always  like  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  talk.  He  reminds  me  of  a  little  piece  of  poetry, 
which  runs  something  like  this — 

"There  was  a  little  man 

And  he  had  a  little  soul, 
And  he  said,  'Little  soul,  let  us  try,  try,  try, 

To  go  beyond  your  reach, 

And  make  a  little  speech, 
Just  to  please  you  and  I,  little  soul, 
Just  to  please  you  and  I.'  " 

Now,  Mr.  President,  that  member  goes  on  to 
state  that  he  does  n't  quote  from  Shakspeare,  but 


he  quotes  from  that  lamented  orator  and  poet  of 
Ireland,  lorn  Moore;  and  if  h^  had  quoted  Tom 
Moore  literally  it  would  be  very  well.  I  don't  say 
whether  he  did  or  not;  I  will  leave  that  to  the 
scholars  here  and  to  those  who  have  read  Tom 
Moore  as  f  have  done  for  years  past.  Now,  sir,  I 
am  not  about  to  quote  Sbak-peare  nor  Tom 
Moore;  neither  from  any  of  the  great 
poets  or  orators  of  tlie  past  ;  neither 
from  Mark  Ai.tony  as  he  spoke  over  the  dead 
body  of  Julius  Ccesar;  neither  from  the  eloquence 
of  Webster,  or  Clay,  or  Calhoun,  or  Crittenden,  or 
Choate;  but,  sir,  from  an  American,  to  the  manor 
born,  and  native  to  the  soil,  the  gieat  American 
traveller,  Daniel  Pratt,  who  says- 
There  was  a  great  man  and  he  had  a  great  sou!, 
And  he  said,  "Great  soul,  let  us  try,  try,  try, 
Though  't  is  beyond  our  reach,  we  '11  tr.,  to  make  a 
speech, 

Just  to  please  the  Blue  Uloods  and  I,  great  soul, 

Just  to  please  the  Blue  Bloods  aud  \." 

Then  great  man  winked  his  eye,  and  with  thumb  to  his 

nose, 
Said  "Badges,  badges,  badges  we  must  oppose. 

You  and  /,  great  soul,  you  and  I; 
Aud  we  Ml  tickle  up  the  Blue  Bloods  and  make  them 
all  say, 
Oh,  what  a  great  man  am  1,  great  soul. 
Oh,  what  a  great  man  am  I !" 

Some  three  years  ago,  ire  stood  upon  this  floor 
With  our  badge  upon  our  breast,  great  soul, 

You  and  I— great  soul— you  and  i; 
And  to  Centre  Harbor  went,  with  our  badge  so  promi- 
nent, 
That  fair  ladies  all  might  see,  what  a  great  man  we  be, 

You  and  I,  great  soul,  you  and  I. 

And  we  took  ladv  fair— lady  fair— by  the  arm, 

Oh  heavens!!    What  a  charm— but  who  saw  the  harm, 

So  sly,  were  you  and  1— great  soul— you  and  1. 
And  we  stepped  ont,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  boys, 
So  careful  were  we  not  to  make  a  noise, 

All  so  sly,  were  you  and  I— great  soul— you  and  I, 

So  sly,  were  you  and  I— you  and  I. 

And  we  never  looked  so  great  in  our  adopted  State 
As  seemed  to  be  our  fate  at  Centre  Harbor  Iun, 

Great  soul,  yuu  and  I,  you  and  I, 
As  our  badge,  early  and  late,  we  kept  before  the  eye 
Of  the  people  near  the  lake,  great  soul,  you  and  I, 

You  and  I,  great  soul,  vou  and  I. 

But  a  second  dose  of  that  might  knock  our  greatness 

flat, 
As  the  boys  again  would  follow  on  our  track, 
So,  area  t  soul,  you  and  I  must  try,  try,  try 
To  right  the  order  still,  and  we  trill— yes,  we  will; 
For  if  it  were  to  pass  it  certainly  would  kill 
You  and  I,  great  soul,  you  and  I. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  said — 

Though  cheek  by  jowl 

Went  little  man  and  little  sowl 
And  spoke  their  little  speech  to.a  tittle 

And  the  people  all  declare 

'that  never  yet  else  were 

Did  little  man  and  little  sowl 
Look  so  little,  little,  little. 

Why.  sir,  are  the  galleries  so  crowded  tonight? 
Ah,  sir,  it  has  been  announced  during  the  week 
that  the  representative  of  the  great  American 
people  was  tonight  about  to  perform  one  of  his 
daring,  unexampled,  inimitable,  acrobatic,  ora- 
toiical  balloon  ascensions-  and,  after  firing  off 
some  nopguns  at  members  of  the  Council,  finally 
swoop  "down  on  the  head  of  your  humble  servant 
from  Ward  7  and  smother  him  by  his  rhetorical 
gas.  I  almost  trembled  when  1  entered  this  hall, 
but  shrank  not  and  was  consoled  by  the  reflection 
that  the  popguns  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
are  always  harmless.  I  was  told  be  had  prepared 
a  little  parody— some  people  are  always  parodying. 
1  kuow.  not,  sir,  who  the  blue  bloods  are  in  this 
chamber;  but  if  they  be  those  who  are  opposed  to 
extravagance  and  the  gratification  of  individual 
vanity  at  tbe  city's  expense,  I  shall  be  always 
glad  to  vote  with  them.  It  is  true  I  have  a  badge, 
and  every  argument  which  my  friend  makes 
against  me  is  the  best  argument  against  a  badge. 
Why  should  the  city  of  Boston  furnish  me  with  a 
badge  to  excite  my  vanity?  Why  should  I  be  al- 
lowed to  go  to  Centre  Haibor  to  break  the  hearts  of 
all  the  ladies  by  wearing  a  badge  that  is  procured 
by  other  people's  money?  I  am  opposed  to  badges. 
He  says  he  wants  them  to  bequeath  to  his  chil- 
dren so  that  they  shall  remember  with  pride  that 
their  father  once  served  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.  If  he  h  is  no  better  legacy  to  leave 
his  children  than  badges  purchased  by  money 
that  didn't  belong  to  him,  better  bury  them  forty 
feet  under  ground.  The  best  heritage  he  can  leave 
them  will  be  honesty  and  uprightness  of  conduct 
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in  public  life.  Why  shouldn't  he  have  some 
heirlooms?  I  don't  object  to  that;  but  I 
do  object  to  the  city  of  Bosion  paying  for 
them.  That  is  what  I  o.  ject  to.  Has 
n't  he  enough  to  leave  t^  his  posterity? 
Just  imagine  the  work  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  performed.  Has  n't  he  those  speeches 
which  will  be  read  wh-n  Demosthenes  will  be  for- 
gotten— and  not  till  then?  I  say  and  repeat 
it,  thattlie  badge  is  simply  a  gratification  of  the 
vanity  of  the  menibers  of  the  Council  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten.  One  member  asked  me  why  I 
voted  with  the  blue  blood?.  1  think  my  blood  is 
as  blue  as  any  man's  here,  aud  I  pride  myself 
upon  it.  I  hate  this  cant  and  talk  in  this  cham- 
ber. If  a  man  votes  for  what  i--  right  I  shall 
go  with  him.  I  don't  like  to  bear  this  cant  about 
blue  blood  and  aristocracy.  We  all  stand 
here  as  the  peers  of  each  other,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5has  a  poo r  appreciation  of  himsel  t  if  he 
thinks  there  is  anybody  at  this  board  who  is  any 
better  than  he  is.  I  don't.  If  there  are  blue  bloods 
here,  I  don't  know  where  they  are,  and  if  they 
vote  against  this  expendituie  I  am  glad  of  ir,  and 
I  am  glad  to  be  with  them.  But  I  don't  see 
why  my  friend  should  pitch  into  me  because  I 
voted  upon  that  side.  I  did  quote  Tom  Moore,  and 
I  quoted  him  to  suit  myself.  I  don't  intend  to  be 
harsh  upon  my  f  dend  because  he  made  that  little 
piece  of  poetiy.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  he  is  a 
poet  as  well  as  an  orator.  I  was-  just  picturing  to 
mv  mind  the  last  scene  when  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  sba'l  have  completed  ■  hie  work. 
Just  imagine,  sir,  our  friend  fjoin  Ward  5  lying 
on  the  bed  of  death,  his  mourning  constituents 
around  him,  and  his  children  gathered  to  his  side, 
while  his  only  legacy  to  bis  dear  ones  is  a  few 
badges,  which  don't  belong  to  him,  and  tbose  im- 
mortal speeches.  I  fancy  I  see  him  wingirg  his 
flight  to  that  land  where'be  shall  deliver  no  moie 
speeches,  and  write  no  more  parodies,  and  fight 
no  more  fights,  and  where  the  gods — foremost 
amongst  whom  shall  be  Daniel  Pratt; — 
shall  welcome  him  in  the  words  of  the 
author  of  "English  Bards  and  Scotch  Reviewers" — 

Illustrious  heroes,  all  thy  foes  o'ercome, 
Forever  reign— the  rival  of  Tom  Thumb. 
Well  may  the  gods  in  triumph  bear  thee  hence, 
Valiant  vanquisher  of  common  sense. 
Fore'er  let  Webster,  Choate  and  all  withdraw, 

And  give  their  hallowed  hays  to  George  A. . 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— As  a  new  member  of 
this  Council  I  am  very  sorry  to  see  the  undigni- 
fied and  unworthy  pesition  in  which  this  body  is 
put  on  such  a  question.  Probably  there  has  been 
no  time,  certainly  not  within  many  years,  when 
theie  are  so  many  grave  questions  pressing  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Council,  in  which  all  the 
cttizeus  of  Boston  are  interested.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  citizens,  reading  the  debates  upon 
this  question,  must  look  with  great  ap- 
prehension upon  this  body  to  whom  they  have 
entrusted  the  consideration  of  these  questions. 
The  nature  of  the  oarticular  question  before  us 
tonight,  for  which  no  argument  has  been  given, 
and  no  one  has  pretended  to  give  one— and 
none  can  be  given— is  simply  whether  we 
want  these  badges  as  a  child  wants  a  toy. 
And  here  are  seventy-four  members  chosen  as 
the  representatives  of 'the  people  of  the  city  of 
Boston  debating  in  this  style  upon  this  que-  tion. 
Now,  1  say  it  is  unworthy  of  debate.  The  bollow- 
ness  and  insincerity  of  the  attempts  at  argument 
in  its  favor  are  apparent.  It  is  put  forward  as  a 
question  of  sentiment.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that 
when  my  children  and  grandchildren  are  shed- 
ding tears  of  gratitude  over  this  memento  of  the 
fact  that  their  progenitor  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  1875,  I  would  like  to  spare  them  from 
the  feeling  that  their  grief  or  their  teai  s  were  in- 
fluenced by  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  memento. 
If  we  must  have  a  badge  an  inexpensive  one 
would  be  just  as  capable  of  exciting  this  feeling 
of  pride  that  I  was  a  member  of  this  body  as  an 
expensive  one.  I  only  speik  of  that  to  show  that 
the  whole  thing  is  an  appeal  to  the  vauity  of  the 
members.  One  of  the  gentlemen,  in  speaking  at 
the  last  meeting,  undertook  to  show  that,  as 
special  policemen  the  members  of  this  body  had 
no  duties.  Then  what  do  we  want  badges  for? 
I  did  n't  propose  to  take  up  any  more  of  the  time 
of  the  Council,  as  we  are  exposing  ourselves  to 
ridicule  the  longer  we  discuss  it.  But  I  be- 
seech the  Council  not  to  expose  themselves  to  the 
charge  of  acting  like  children  eager  for  toys. 
When  it  is  shown  that  within  the  last  six  years 
this  body  has  spent  something  like  $7500  for 
badges,  I  beseech  gentlemen  to  pause  before 
they  consent  to  carry  on  this  farce  any  longer. 


Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6 — The  gentleman  seems 
to  think  this  is  an  appeal  to  vauity.  If  it  is  so,  it 
has  been  t,i  actked  for  many  year's.  Memheis  of 
the  Council  have  had  badges  for  many  years,  and 
I  can't  see  why  they  should  be  deprived  of  them 
at  this  time.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  has 
provided  an  amendment,  aud  if  he  desires  not  to 
have  one  it  seems  to  me  that  common  courtesy 
requires  that  he  should  not  be  compelled  to  have 
one.  I  do  not  think  we  appeal  to  vanity.  The 
new  members  should  have  a  badge.  If  any  gen- 
tleman bas  a  badge  I  don't  blame  him  for  oppos- 
ing it. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Waid  6— There  are  some  peisons, 
sir,  of  such  obtuse  intellectual  powers  that  they 
may  suppose  that  gentlemen  are  sent  to  the  Bos- 
ton Common  Council  to  legislate  for  the  good  of 
the  city,  to  retrench  expenses,  and  appropriate 
moa»y  according  to  their  be  t  judgment.  Of 
course  those  people  are  mistaken.  Gentlemen  are 
not  sent  theie  for  that  purpose.  They  go  there 
for  the  purpose  of  decorating  themselves,  to  walk 
in  high  places,  to  have  junketings  and  a  good 
time  generally  at  the  public  expense.  I 
think  I  see  the  insignia  of  office  blazing 
from  the  manly  bosoms  of  those  gentle- 
men iii  the  streets  of  Boston,  and  we  can  all  see 
how  crime  will  shrink  back  to  its  native  alleys 
as  they  pass.  The  clink  of  glasses  will  not  be 
heard  "in  any  unhallowed  pothouse,  and  small 
boys  will  shrink  in  terror  from  the  creaking  of 
their  boots.  These  gentlemen  will  pass  in  and 
out  of  the  places  of  public  amusement,  recog- 
nized by  the  star  of  the  city  of  Boston  emblazoned 
upon  their  bosoms.  Aid  when  they  go  forth  old 
age  will  forgetits  crutch,  laboritstask,  andmoth- 
ers  turning  to  their  daughters  say  there  goes  a 
member  of  the  si  ecial  police  force  of  Boston.  Now 
sir,  that  maybe  'reganied  as  looking  upon  it  in 
rather  a  frivolous  manner;  but  I  regard  this 
whole  movement  for  badges  as  an  indicating 
straw  of  what  temper  the  Council  is  in.  I  am 
glad  it  has  met  with  opposition.  It  shows  that 
there  is  a  contest  with  unlawful  expend- 
iture. It  is  true  we  saw  the  badges  start- 
ed at  §3,  and  that  they  have  attained  the 
price  of  §15;  but  had  not  opposition  been  made, 
perhaps  they  might  have  attained  the  price  of 
$1500.  I  say  it  is  a  straw  to  iudicate  the  financial 
pressure  which  is  to  fo.low;  for  if  gentlemen  will 
vote  away  $15  of  the  people's  money  for  badges 
for  the  ii ratification  of  tbeir  vauity,  what  will 
they  not  do  with  more  serious  matters? 
And,  sir,  it  is  such  scenes  and  wrangles  as 
we  have  witnessed  here  that  fills  our  halls  with 
briefless  lawyers  and  windy  orators,  aud  keeps 
worthy  men'from  doiDg  service  in  the  halls  of 
legislation.  It  gives  them  a  disgust  for  an  asso- 
ciation with  people  of  this  starnp.  Now.  sir, 
I  shall  vote  against  this  in  every  shape.  I 
shall  decline  a  badge  if  it  is  voted.  I  think 
it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  Common  Council- 
man or  an  Alderman  to  art  as  a  special  policeman, 
unless  some  great  and  pressing  emergency  shall 
call  for  their  services.  Then,  sir,  as  good  citizens, 
no  matter  what  their  position  may  be.  they  will 
be  ready  to  answer  the  call  of  the  chief  officer  of 
the  city  iu  any  capacity  aud  upon  any  occasion. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  "22— I  voted  against  badges 
at  the  last  meeting,  but  since  then  have  consid- 
ered the  matter  a  little  more.  I  voted  against  them 
then  on  account  of  the  large  price.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  speuding  such  a  large  amount  for  a  badge. 
But  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  cheap 
badge  might  be  useful,  and  sane  tins  amcudment 
is  passed,  so  that  members  will  not  be  required  to 
take  a  bud^e.  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  a  cheap 
badge. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  admire  the  sentiment 
which  I  find  comes  from  Beacon  Hill  once  again. 
and  I  refer  now  to  the  la«t  speaker  from  Ward  0 
[Mr.  Guild],  who  states  that  this  is  au  indicating 
straw  of  expenditures.  Does  the  irentleman 
know,  and  cau  he  state  in  his  seat  what  the  ex- 
perditures  of  the  city  of  Boston  Mere  last  yen? 
And  has  he  traversed  old  ocean  and  noi  yet  learn- 
ed the  rudiments  of  the  Common  Council?  He  is 
a  most  beautiful  writer,  and  he  describes  his  visit 
to  Europe,  and  his  passage  over  old  ocean,  and  1 
have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  iu  reading 
it.  But  when  he  comes  here  to  this  body, 
composed  of  practical  men  —  as  I  presume 
he  will  prove  to  be  after  he  has  learned 
the  i  udiments  of  the  workings  of  this  groat  cor- 
poration —  docs  he  understand,  sir,  that  $1,300,- 
000  weie  last  year  appropriated  by  a  single  ■  orn- 
tuittee— and  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  -over 
which  we  have  no  control?  Does  he  understand, 
sir,  that  this  whole  matter  of  the    City  Govern- 
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ment  of  Boston,  in  its  action,  is  based  upon 
a  wrong  principle?  Let  him  strike  at 
the  principle  and  not  talk  about  windy  orators 
and  briefless  lawyers.  God  knows  we  have 
enough  biiefless  lawyers  here.  But  he  talks 
again— and  here  let  me  depart  from  my  first 
point — about  some  persons  here  with  obtuse 
mental  powers.  I  presume  some  of  us  are. 
And  he.  sir,  comes  as  our  great'  supervi- 
sor, fresh  from  the  shambles,  to  instruct  us  who 
have  had  some  experience  in  city  matters.  Does 
he  know  that  the  city  appiopnations  last  year 
were  twelve  or  thirteen  millions  of  dollars?  and 
now  he  talks  about  this  two-penny  expendi- 
ture of  a  few  hundreds.  Come  down  from 
Beacon  Hill  to  the  level  of  the  people,  and 
understand  the  wants  and  sentimei  ts  of  the  peo- 
ple. Let. him  understand  that  peo  ale  here  know 
something.  "Obtuse  mental  powers"  is  it?  Per- 
haps there  are  obtuse  mental  po» ers.  Is  he  aware 
and  does  he  write  it  in  hi*  lit  le  book?  I  may  be 
excused  for  being  personal,  but  as  the  gentleman 
has  talked  of  the  mental  powers  of  some  persons 
here — 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— I  rise  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman. 1  made  no  allusion  to  the  obtuse  mental 
powers  of  any  gen  tleuaah  here.  I  sanl  there  are 
some  gentlemen  of  obtuse  intellectual  powers  who 
suppose  that  members  were  sent  here  to  legislate. 
I  made  no  reference  to  any  gentleman  in  this 
body.  1  beg  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  not  to 
spare  me,  tor  I  consider  it  rather  an  honor  to  be 
attacked  by  him. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  presume  the  gentleman  does,  sir, 
and  if  lie  goes  on  in  the  course  he  has  begun  be 
will  get  enough  of  it  before  he  gets  through.  I 
accept  his  apology.  I  only  ask  him  when  he 
again  travel ses  old  ocean  to  call  upon  Colonel 
Henderson,  the  Chief  of  Police  of  London,  and 
obtain  from  him  a  comparison  of  the  expenses 
and  improvements  of  the  two  cities,  and  he  will 
ascertain  that  with  all  our  improvements, 
of  which  we  are  so  proud,  we  are  but  a  drop  in 
the  bucket,  and  are  not  to  bo  compared  with  the 
city  of  London.  Can  the  gentle. nan  tell  me  how 
many  houses  have  been  Duilt  in  London  proper 
and  the  metropolis  both  of  which  are  controlled 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  as  compared  with 
the  city  of  Boston?  Is  the  gentleman 
posted  and  can  he  draw  the  distinction,  and  if 
so,  I  would  like  to  have  him  do  it.  Talk 
about  this  expenditure  being  an  indicating 
straw?  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman  does  n't  reflect 
for  a  moment,  that  when  he  has  travelled  abroad, 
and  met  there  members  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment--whether  it  is  so  with  him,  it  is  with 
hundreds  of  others — who  have  taken  pleas- 
ure io  recognizing  the  badge  which  they 
sometimes  wear.  I  hav^  n't  got  mine, 
but  I  wish  I  had.  I  have  known  gentlemen  in  Eu- 
rope to  fltow  this  little  badge  and  wear  it  with 
pride,  and  l  have  known  it  to  be  respected  in  the 
citv  of  Paris,  and  my  worthy  friend  upon  my  ex- 
treme left  [Mr.  Kimball]  may  talk  about  badges 
being  seen  in  certain  places  witii  dishonor  to  the 
wearer — 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  —  1  rise  to  correct  the 
gen'leman.  I  didn't  say  that  the  badges  were 
worn  in  places  with  dishonor  to  the  wearer. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  beg  the  geLtleman's  pardon.    I  un- 


derstood him  to  say  that  he  had  understood  th^it 
certain  baages  had  been  seen  in  di  reputable 
places.  I  think  I  am  right.  I  may  be  wrong.  I 
desire  that  the  Council,  and  those  of  the  people 
who  read  our  reports,  mav  see  that  there  are 
members  of  the  City  Govermneet  who  have  brains 
and  experience,  and  are  sot  to  be  taught  by  a 
fledgling. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  moved  the  pievious 
question  and  it  wa-i  ordered. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Kimball  to  fix  the  price 
at  $10.50  was  lost. 

Mr.  Cio  ker  changed  bis  amendment  from  $6  to 
$5.50,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  which  were 
ordered— 14  for,  44  against.  The  amendment  was 
lost— yeas  22,  nays  44. 

Yeas— Messrs. Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawlev, 
Crc  ker,  Curtis,  dishing,  Day,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait,  Kelley.  Kimball,  Loring,  New-tou,  Pea- 
body,  Power,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Wads- 
worth.  Whitmore— 22. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Anderson,  Baity,  Beal,  Bent, 
Clarke, Coyle,  Cushman,  Dainou,  Devereux,  Dug- 
gan,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon, 
Harrigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Jaqaes,  Kingsbury, 
Leisrhton,  Long,  Mooney,  Morrison,  Murray, 
Noyes,  Page,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Rice,  Sampson, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Sweetsei ,  Thacher,  Trait  .Walbridge, 
Walsh,  Whitcoinb,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wilson, 
Woo  Is— 43. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball,  the  yeas  and  nays 
jvere  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended,  and  it  was  defeated— yeas  31,  nays  36: 

Yea^ — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Beut,  Clarke, 
Coyle,  Cushman,  Damon,  Devereux,  Duggan, 
E.twards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flycn,  Harmon,  Harrigan 
Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingslev,  Leighton,  Mooney,  Mur- 
ray, Noyes,  Osborne,  Bice  Shaw,  Sibley,  Train, 
WalDridge,  Walsh,  Wbitcomb,  Wilbur,  Woods— 
31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Cawlev,  Crocker,  Curtis.  Cushmg,  Day,  Fitzger- 
ald. Goldthwait.  Guild,  Hiscock,  Jaques,  Kimball, 
Long,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page,  Parker, 
Peabody,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Power,  Samp*on;  Smith, 
Sprague,  Stacey,  Sw^tser,  Thacher,  Wadsworth, 
Whitmore,  Wilicntt,  Wilson— 35. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  lie  last  vote,  hoping  it  would   not  prevail. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  specially  assigned  to  8%  P.  M.  next 
Thursday  evening. 

A  c  .11  tor  the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Kimball  was 
lost— 8  for,  48  against. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President 
wi i hheM  the  motion  to  allow  the  introduction  of 
the  following  order  by  Mr.  Hiscock  of  Ward  14, 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Cap- 
tain TheoJore  L.  Harlow,  commanding  Company 
C.  Fourth  Battal'on  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  the 
sum  of  $65;  said  sum  being  the  amount  of  rent 
for  a  temporary  armorv  fo.  said  company  from 
June  30, 1874,  to  St.pt.  24. 1874,  and  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  once  and  laid  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ADDERMKN, 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    8,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty -six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
January  term  of  the  Superior  Court,  second  ses- 
sion; sixty-nine  traverse  jurors  for  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  February  term  ;  and  forty  traverse 
jurors  for  the  Superior  Court,  January  term, 
first  session. 

THE  HORSE-CAR  BLOCKADE 

The  following  was  received  and  read: 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston,  Feb.  8, 1875.     j 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen :  Gentlemen— The  ex- 
cessive use  of  certain  streets  by  horse-railroad 
cars  has  obstructed  public  travel  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  I  ask  that  measures  be  taken 
as  early  as  practicable  to  secure  a  change  in  tne 
system  of  operating  the  street  railways  in  the 
most  frequented  portions  of  the  city,  so  as  to  ac- 
commodate the  public  travel  and  not  interfere 
with  the  transaction  of  business. 

I  am  aware  that,  owing  to  the  condition  of  our 
streets,  it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  impossibJe, 
to  regulate  therr  use  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give 
entire  satisfaction  to  the  various  parties  interest- 
ed, but  ic  cannot  be  a  difficult  matter  if  the  sub- 
ject is  approached  in  a  proper  spirit  to  devise  a 
plan  which  will  meet  the  reasonable  demands  of 
the  travelling  public.  Under  the  present  ar- 
rangements neither  the  railroad  companies  nor 
the  persons  who  ride  in  their  cars  are  accommo- 
dated. 

It  appears  fi  om  information  procured  by  the 
police  on  Saturday,  the  6th  inst.,  that  the  number 
of  cars  running  both  ways  on  Tremont  street, 
between  Boylston  street  and  the  Tremont  House, 
from  six  o  clock  A.  ML.  to  seven  o'clock  P.  ML,  was 
2848 — an  average  of  219  each  nour.  The  number 
running!,  on  Washington  street,  between  Boylston 
street  and  Temple  place,  during  the  same  hours, 
was  1139 — an  average  of  eighty -seven  each  hour. 

In  order  to  accommodate  other  vehicles  and  foot 
travellers  it  is  necessary  to  preserve  a  certain  dis- 
tance between  the  cars,  and  the  recent  enforce- 
ment of  the  regulation  upon  that  point — which 
was  demand  d  in  the  interests  of  the  public  safe- 
ty— has  resulted  in  blocking  the  cars  in  some  in- 
stances for  a  dibtance  ot  over  a  mile,  and  causing 
greaf.  delay  at  thoss  times  in  the  day  when  the 
people  who  use  the  car*  are  the  most  seriously 
lueonven  enced  by  it 

If  the  powers  now  conferred  on  your  Board  are 
not  sufficient  to  secure  the  enforcement  of  proper 
regulations  for  the  use  of  the  streets,  I  trust  there 
will  be  no  delay  in  applying  to  the  Legislature  tor 
such  additional  power  as  may  be  found  necessaiy. 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Prescott— I,  for  one,  feci  thankful 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  lias  seen  fit  to  bring 
this  matter  before  tl.e  Board.  I  believe  that  the 
Committee  on  Paving  have  now  before  them, 
among  the  unfinished  busines>  of  last  year,  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  [Alderman  Stebbins],  for  relieving  the  blocks 
which  occur  on  our  principal  thoroughfares,  Tre- 
mont and  Washington  streets;  but  so  great  have 
the  obstructions  become  within  the  last  few  days 
that  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  matter  that  should 
immediately  be  taken  in  hand,  and  I  trust  they 
will  be  able  to  report  to  this  Board  at  our  next 
meeting.  I  have  had  an  opportunity  during  the 
past  week  to  see  something  of  the  blocks  on  Tre- 
mont and  Washington  streets,  and  two  or  three 
evenings  there  has  been  a  continuous  line  of 
cars  from  Scollay's  square  through  Tremont 
street,  Temple  place,  Washington  street,  as 
far  as  Williams  Market.  There  were  from 
seventy-five  to  100  cars  in  line,  and  it  was  next  to 
iirpossible  for  them  to  move  except  at  a  snail's 
pace,  between  the  hours  of  five  and  seven  o'clock 
P.  M.  I  was  informed  oo  Saturday  last,  by  one  of 
the  employes  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  that 
it  took  two  hours  and  Ave  minutes  on  the  evening 
previous  for  a  car  to  pass  bet  wee  a  Lenox  street 
and  Scollay's  square,  when  the   usual    running 


time  is  twenty  to  twenty-five  minutes.  Members 
of  the  Board  can  see  by  this  that  >t  amounts  to  a 
virtual  blockade  of  the  two  principal  thorough- 
fares of  our  Citf,  when  a  large  number  of  people 
wish  to  get  from  one  section  of  the  city  to  another. 
I  move  that  the  communication  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  trusting  that  they  will  re- 
port at  an  early  day  some  feasible  plan  remedy- 
ing the  present  discreditable  state  of  affairs  in  the 
very  heart  of  our  city. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  petitions  of  Adolphus  J.  Carter  et  erf.,  for 
removal  of  a  tree  at  corner  of  Main  and  Henley 
streets,  Charlestown;  of  heirs  of  Solomon  Wildes 
and  Fifty  Associates,  for  leave  to  locate  steam 
engines  on  Washington-street  extension,  were 
severally  considered  on  orders  of  notice,  and  no 
one  appearing  to  object,  the  first  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
•  Board,  and  the  last  two  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  S.  &  D.  Rich- 
ards, for  leave  to  move  two  wooden  buildings 
from  Garden  court  to  Foss  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Mary  S. 
Everett,  claiming  dower  in  <a  certain  estate  con- 
veyed to  town  of  Brighton  July  13, 1872. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Com- 
pany A.  Ninth  Infantry,  for  additional  furniture 
for  their  armony. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Bull rl bigs.  3.  Arthur  Peck,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Boston  &  Lowell  and 
Nashua  &  Lowell  Railroad  quay.  No.  21  Charles- 
town street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  I.  G.  Whitney  et 
ai.  and  John  E.  Blakemore  et.  al.,  for  a  more  gen- 
eral and  systematic  lighting  of  the  westerly  part 
of  Ward  17. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  to 
purchase  during  this  municipal  year,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  committee  on  that  department,  such 
lanterns,  lamp  posts,  brackets  and  other  materials, 
and  to  provide  such  labor  in  said  department,  as 
mav  be  found  necessary.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps  to  contract 
with  the  Brookline  Gaslight  Company  to  supply 
the  sections  of  this  city  traversed  by  their  pipes 
with  gas  at  the  rate  of'  three  dollars  per  1000  feet, 
from  Feb.  15,  instant. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  Committee  on  Lamps  if  three  dollars  is  a  fair 
price.  I  think  we  contract  with  the  Charle-town 
and  other  suburban  gas  companies  for  gas  at 
$2.75  per  1000  feet,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  three 
dollars  is  a  large  price  to  pay  in  a  place  like 
Brookline.  I  hope  we  sh  11  have  some  explana- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  contract  of  the  citv  of 
Boston  with  the  Brookliue  Gas  Company  termi- 
nated in  August  last.  The  company  asked  that  it 
might  be  renewed,  the  city  to  pay  an  addition  al 
price  for  the  gas  furnished.  It  was  not  acted 
on  either  bv  the  last  City  Council  or  the  Commit- 
tee on  Lamps,  and  it  went  over  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness. The  Committee  on  Lamps  of  the  present 
year  have  investigated  the  matter  very 
thoroughly,  and  find,  according  to  representations 
made  to  them  bv  the  officers  of  the  Brookline  Gas 
Company,  that  the  cost  ol  the  gas  was  S3.09  per 
thousand  feet.  The  cornpauv  offered  to  contract 
with  the  city  for  -S3  per  thousand  feet,  the  same 
as  is  paid  to  the  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester 
gas  companies,  which  are  situated,  with  regard  to 
consumers  and  the  length  of  pipes,  about  the 
same  as  the  Brookline  Gas  Company.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  Brookline  Gas  Company 
is  not  within  the  city  limits,  and  consequently  we 
have  not,  perhaps,  the  control  over  them  which 
we  have  over  companies  located  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  city.  The  contract  with  the  Charles- 
town Company  is  at  a  much  l=s-  rate,  but  their 
number  of  consumers  is  of  course  largely  in  ex- 
cess of  those  of  the  companies  located  in  the 
suburban  wards  of  the  citv.  The  Brookline  Com- 
pany manufactures  about  24.000.000  feet  of  gas  per 
year,  of  which  4.000,000  are  supplied  to  private 
consumers  at  $4  per  thousand,  and  10,000,000  for 
$2.75  per  thousand  to  the  city  for  lighting  the 
street  lamps— in  Brighton  principally.  Heretofore 
the  price  has  been  $2.75  per  thousand  cubic 
feet.  The  committee  have  examined  the  matter 
thoroughly  and  come  to  the  conclusion   that  $3 
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was  a  fair  price  and  what  the  city  should  pay. 
The  petition  was  for  the  city  to  pay  that  price 
from  August  last,  hut  the  committee  of  the  pres- 
ent year  thought  they  should  not  go  back  of  the 
allowance  for  the  present  year. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  think  it  is  hardly  a 
time  now  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  commence  pay- 
ing an  increased  price  for  gas.  During  the  last 
year,  the  old  members  will  remember,  we  had 
hearings  on  this  subject,  and  it  was  proved  that 
gas  could  be  made  at  a  less  price  than  what  we 
pay  some  of  the  out-of-town  companies;  and  now, 
instead  of  a  reduced  price,  there  is  an  application 
for  an  increase.  I  think  that  if  the  Brookline  Gas 
Company  have  heretofore  been  supplying  the  city 
of  Boston  for  $2.75,  we  ought  to  adhere  to  that 
now  and  not  increase  the  price.  Certainly  the 
material  used  for  manufacturing  gas  can  be  pur- 
chased now  for  less  than  when  that  contract  was 
originally  made.  If  they  could  afford  to  manufac- 
ture and  sell  it  to  the  city  then  for  $2.75,  they  cer- 
tainly can  now.  I  think,  theief ore, that  we  should 
adhere  to  the  original  price,  and  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking   out  "f  3"  and   inserting    in   its  place 

$2.75." 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  no  objection  what- 
ever; but  the  result  will  be  that  our  supply  of  gas 
will  be  shut  oft'  from  die  streets  in  the  Brighton 
District. 

Alderman  Burrage — 1  understood  that  the  origi- 
nal agreement  was  that  the  Brookline  company 
should  furnish  gas  to  the  city  at  the  same  price 
that  1  he  Dot  Chester  company  did.  At  that  time 
the  price  was  $2.75;  since  then  the  city  has  agreed 
to  pay  the  Dorchester  company  #3.  It  wasin  evi- 
dence thai  this  gas  cost  $8.09,  and  that  without 
reckoning  the  interest  on  real  estate.  Of  course 
the  Aldermen  will  see  that  gas  cannot  be  manu- 
factured and  distributed  as  cheaply  in  Biookline 
as  in  Boston,  where  the  length  of  pipe  i"  very 
much  larger  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  con- 
sumers. 

Alderman  Worthington— As  I  look  at  the  mat- 
ter, it  would  not  be  a  very  serious  thing  for  the 
city  of  Boston  if  the  Brookline  Gas  Company 
should  cut  oil' i he  gas  in  Bright  n.  We  certainly 
can  supply  lights  there  by  open  fluid  lamps,  at  a 
very  much  less  juice  than  we  can  by  burning  gas, 
at  the  present  low  price  of  oil.  It  can  be  sup]. lied 
for  about  $2,  a  great  deal  less  than  the  cost  ot  gas, 
and  I  think  the  light  is  nearly  as  good.  I  do  not 
believe  the  Brookline  company  will  stop  the  sup- 
ply on  this  account,  and  I  thinli  it  is  well  for  us  to 
make  a  test  of  it. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  it  has 
taken  the  Brookline  Gas  Company  a  long  time  to 
find  out  what  it  costs  to  make  gas;  if  it  "has  just 
ascertained  that  it  costs  $3  this  year,  it  is  likely 
that  it  will  come  to  grief  soon,  for  it  has 
been  furnishing  gas  for  $2.75,  when  the  price 
of  everything  required  to  make  gas  was  higher 
than  itis  now,  and  they  have  just  asked  us  to 
raise  the  price.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  ridicu- 
lous state  of  things.  I  have  not  any  doubt  that,  if 
tliis  Government  adheres  !  o  the  old  price,  we  will 
get  the  gas.  I  have  nut  any  doubt  but  that  the 
company  can  afford  it.  I  do  not  believe  the 
Biookline  Gas  C  impany  has  been  furnishing  gas 
to  the  city  at  twenty-five  cents  less  than  cost.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  agreement  with  the 
Brookline  Gas  Company  was  made  by  the  town  of 
Brighton  for  $2.75  per  thousand  feet,  but  there 
was  an  arrangement  made  as  to  the  liouis  of 
lighting  the  street  lamps — being  lighted  later  and 
put  out  earlier  at  certain  seasons — by  which  a  iess 
quantity  was  consumed,  so  that  while  the  price  is 
$2.75,  it  amounts  to  about  the  same  as  has  been 
paid  to  the  Dorchester  and  "West  Roxbury  gas- 
light companies. 

Alderman  Worthington — Does  the  Alderman 
mean  to  say  that  the  town  of  Brighton  paid  for 
gas  that  they  did  not  use? 

Alderman  Stebbins — No,  sir. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  should  judge  by  what 
he  says  that  they  were  put  out  at  an  early  hour. 
I  think  that  is  paying  for  gas  they  do  not  re- 
ceive. I  believe  they  knew  exactly  what  they 
were  burning,  and  that  the  contract  was  made  at 
so  much  per  thousand  feet,  and  if  such  a  contract 
was  moue  with  the  town  of  Biighton  it  can  be 
with  the  city  of  Boston ;  and  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  we  should  depart  from  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  would  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps  what  is 
the  relative,  cost  ot  gas  and  fluid  lamps. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  think  the  relative  cost  is 
about  one-half,  in  favor  of  the  fluid  lamp. 


Alderman  Burrage— About  twenty  cents  and 
forty  cents. 

Tlie  amendment  was  adopted — 6  for,  4  against — 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  pasted. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  Patrick  Sharkey  and  M.  P.  Wilder  et 
al.    Referred. 

Offer  from  the  pioprietors  of  the  West  Roxbury 
Fiee  Lib)  ary  to  transfer  said  library  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  on  conditions  therein  specified.  Referred 
to  thu  Committee  on  the  Public  Library. 

An  offer  from  the  Flax  Pond  Water  Company  to 
supply  East  Boston  with  pure  water  came  up 
referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  piobably  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  the  members  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
City  Council  that  a  similar  petition  was  before 
the  Government  last  year  and  received  a  very 
thorough  investigation.  The  city  authorized  a 
survey  of  these  ponds  to  be  made  at  the  large  ex- 
pense of  some  $2000,  and  the  report  of  the  City 
Engineer  was  entirely  adverse  to  the  claims  of  the 
parties  who  own  these  ponds.  They  claimed  that 
there  was  a  supply  of  0.000,000  gallon-  per  day ;  the 
result  of  the  Engineer's  investigations  established 
the  fact  that  there  were  only  2,000,000  to  be  de- 
pended upon  in  a  year  of  drought.  The  result 
was  that  the  committee  reported  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  action  m  the  premises.  Now, 
it  seems  to  me  hardly  worth  while  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Engineer,  the  Water  Hoard  or  the 
Committee  on  Water  in  investigating  what  has 
been  established  so  thoroughly  by  the  last  Board, 
and  I  therefore  move  that  the  communication  be 
placed  upon  the  files  of  this  Board. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Reports  ot  committees  nominating  Robert  W. 
Hall  as  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands;  William 
H.  Bradley  as  Superintendent  of  Sewers;  Joseph 
P.  Davis  as  City  Engineer;  John  Galvin  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  Common,  etc.;  Frank  L.  Tiles- 
ton  as  Commissioner  on  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery ; 
John  P.  Healy  as  Ci  ty  Solicitor ;  William  F.  Davis  as 
Water  Registrar;  Charles  Harris  as  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets;  John  T.  Gardner  as  Harbor  Mas- 
ter; James  C.  Tucker  as  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings;  Thomas W.  Davis  as  City  Surveyor. 
Severally  accepted. 

Certificate  of  election  of  Amos  L.  Noyes  as  a 
member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in  place 
of  Uriel  H.  Crocker,  chosen  by  this  branch.  The 
Boa>d  proceeded  to  ballot.  Aldermen  Bigelow 
and  Viles  collected  and  counted  the  votes,  and 
they  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice S 

Uriel  H.  Crocker  had 9 

Amos  L.  Noyes  had 2 

And  Mr.  Crocker  was   declared    elected   in  non- 
concurrence.    Certificate  sent  down. 

Order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  pay  Francis 
A.  Hall  three  city  of  Boston  gold  coupons,  of  $25 
each,  alleged  to  have  been  burned,  on  the  condi- 
tions set  forth  in  said  order.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  transfsr  of  $500 
from  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Expenses 
to  that  for  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil.   Passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Order  for  flags  to  be  displayed  and  a  national 
salute  to  be  fired  at  East  and  South  Boston,  the 
city  proper,  the  Highlands,  Dorchester,  WestRox- 
bury,  Brighton  and  Chiriestown,  at  noon  on  the 
22d  inst.,  in  commemoration  of  the  birthday  of 
Washington. 

Alderman  Woithiugton — I  move  to  amend  the 
order  by  inserting  the  words  "provided,  that  the 
salute  in  the  city  proper  may  be  omitted  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Mayor."  Last  Fourth  of  July  a 
large  number  remonstrated  against  the  firing  of 
cannon,  because  of  sickness,  and  I  think  the  firing 
on  the  Common  was  deemed  inexpedient.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  can  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Mayor,  and  it  serious  objection  is  made  the 
salute  can  be  omitted. 

The  amendment  was  adoptee',  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed.    Sent  down. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Denis  A.  Sullivan,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  ceitified,  was  ajiproved. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  North  Scales.  Report  for 
quarter  ending  Feb.  1— Received  $687.25,  of  which 
$138.75  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury.  Sent 
down. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Jam.  31— Cash  on  hand  Oct.  1,  $5294.67;  receipts 
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during  quarter,  $32,170.14;    expended,  $28,810.48. 
Sent  down. 

Resignation.  Communication  from  Charles 
Erskiue,  resigning-  trie  office  of  Inspector  in  Ward 
13.    Placed  on  file. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  January.    Sent  down. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  Feb. 
4  (City  Doc.  No.  21).  Following  is  the  state  of  the 
appropriations : 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.         Expended.     Unexpended. 
General....  $13,9b7 ,800.70       $10,303,029.53  $3,004,171.23 

Special 5,018,100.89  2,078,488.41  2,939,078.48 


$18,985,907.05 
Sent.  down. 


$12,442,117.94 


0,543,849.71 


EAST  CAMBRIDGE  OMNIBUS  ROUTE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  Board 
proceeded  to  consider  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
hearing  oo  petition  of  John  C.  Stiles  for  an  al- 
teration of  the  route  prescribed  for  the  East  Cam- 
bridge Omnibus  Line  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Linus  M.  Child,  counsel  for  Mr.  Stiles,  sub- 
mitted a  map  of  the  loute,  and  explained  the  route 
first  taken,  as  Mr.  Stiles  supposed  he  had  a  right 
to  do.  After  he  had  established  the  line  an  orcer 
was  passed  by  the  last  Board  prescribing 
the  present,  route.  It  had  been  urged  that  the 
narrowness  of  Court  street  nrevented  the  line  to 
East  Cambridge;  there  are  very  few  passengers 
taken  by  the  present  route.  Mr.  Stiles  asks  only 
to  run  an  omnibus  through  Court  street  ones  in 
fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  Child  called  Mr.  Wellington,  a  resident  of 
East  Cambridge  for  twenty  years,  who  said 
the  people  desired  to  be  carried  to  Summer  street 
and  they  would  be  satisfied  if  a  line  of  coaches  is 
allowed  to  run.  They  would  not  be  accommo- 
dated on  theii  outward  trips  by  the  present  route, 
via  Wall  street,  though  it  would  answer  very  well 
on  the  inward  trip.  Since  Washington  street  has 
been  extended  there  has  been  no  great  block  in 
Court  street. 

To  Mr.  H.  W.  Muzzey,  coujsel  for  the  Union 
Railroad,  Mr.  Wellington  said  he  had  loaned 
money  to  Mr.  Stiles,  with  a  Mr.  Saunders;  but  he 
had  ample  security  for  that,  which  consisted  of 
tip  carts,  harnesses,  team  wagons,  horses  (some 
of  which  are  used  on  the  omnibus  line  and  others 
for  general  teaming  business);  witness  had  no 
personal  knowledge  that  Mr.  stiles  had  horses 
that  were  not  used  in  the  coaches,  except  one 
which  he  [Mr.  Wellington]   borrowed  last  week. 

Mr.  Child  objected  that  the  matter  was  pressed 
further  than  the  Board  might  care  to  hear,  and 
Mr.  Muzzey  said  he  bad  shown  the  pecuniary  re- 
lations between  Mr.  Stiles  and  Mr.  Wellington 
and  he  would  desist. 

Mr.  Magoun,  called  by  Mr.  Child,  corroborated 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Wellington  in  regard  to  the 
desire  for  better  communication  between  East 
Cambridge  and  Boston;  he  believed  no  obstruc- 
tions would  result  from  the  omnibuses  in  East 
Cambridge.  To  Mr.  Muzzey  Mr.  Magoua  said 
that  people  working  in  the  city  would  be  more 
convenienced  by  the  old  route  than  the  present 
one.  To  Mr.  Child  he  said  people  generally  start- 
ed in  the  direction  of  their  homes  and  aim  ar  the 
most  convenieut  place  to  take  the  coach. 

Mr.  Atwood,  called  by  Mr.  Child,  said  he 
lived  in  East  Cambridge  and  did  business  in 
Chauncy  street,  and  there  is  a  strong  desire  in 
East  Cambridge  for  better  accommodations,  and 
was  proceeding  to  state  his  reasons,  wh°n  Mr. 
Muzzey  objected  that  a  witness  should  net  act  as 
counsel,  but  the  Chairman  ruled  that  the  witnsss 
had  a  perfect  right  to  give  his  reasons  in  his  own 
words. 

Mr.  Atwood  believed  the  Cambridge  Horse  Rail- 
road Company  was  pushing  Mr.  Stiles  and  trying 
to  prevent  him  from  having  a  route  that  would 
ultimately  be  remunerative,  and  better  accommo- 
date the  East  Cambridge  people.  At  present,  on 
their  return  trips  they  do  not  carry  so  many  pas- 
sengers as  they  did  when  they  ran  the  other  way. 
It  was  his  impression  that  the  Union  Railway  had 
increased  its  cars  since  the  omnibuses  began. 

To  Mr.  Muzzey,  Mr.  Atwood  stated  that  the 
omnibuses  ran  from  7  A.  M.  to  8  P.  M.,  while  the 
cars  ran  from  6  A.M.  to  12  P.  M. 

Mr.  Bryant,  called  by  Mr.  Child,  said  the  omni- 
buses were  and  would  be  a  great  convenience  to 
members  of  the  bar  who  have  business  at  the 
East  Cambridge  Court  House,  especially  if  they 
ran  through  Court  street.  The  necessity  for  such 
a  line  is  very  great,  and  the  omnibuses  would  not 


add  to  the  blocks  in  Court  street.  To  Mr.  Collins, 
counsel  for  the  Union  Railway,  Mr.  Bryant  said 
he  thought  an  omnibus  in  ten  minutes  would  not 
cause  a  block  in  Court  street,  though  perhaps  one 
in  five  would.  He  should  prefer  to  have  the  horse 
cars  extended  farther  into  the  city,  if  that  is 
practicable.  He  thought  the  indebtedness  of  the 
public  to  a  public  carrier  depends  upon  the  pa- 
tronage he  receives,  and  if,  udou  the  whole,  a  car- 
rier cannot  make  fair  pay,  he  ought  not  to  be 
required  to  run  after  8  P.  M. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Old  Cambridge,  called  by  Mr. 
Child,  agreed  with  Mr.  Bryant's  statements  in 
regard  to  the  wants  of  lawyers  doing  business  on 
or  near  Court  street  and  having  business  in  East 
Cambridge,  as  well  as  of  nersons  going  from  the 
depots  to  that  point.  To  Mr.  Muzzey,  Mr.  Dudley 
said  he  had  been  employed  by  Mr.  Stiles  as  coun- 
sel in  several  cases. 

Mr.  Muzzey  was  about  to  ask  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Series's  affairs,  when  Mr.  Child  said  he  would 
spare  him  that  trouble  and  state  that  Mr.  Stiles  is 
embarrassed,  and  would  be  more  so  if  he  did  not 
get  this  petition  granted. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  a  resident  of  South  Boston,  called 
by  Mr.  Childs,  said  it  was  a  gieat  convenience 
for  him  lo  step  out  of  his  office  in  Niles  Block  and 
take  an  omnibus  to  East  Cambridge,  when  he 
wanted  to  go  there  to  search  the  records  or  attend 
the  courts. 

To  Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Bartlett  said  he  preferred 
cars  to  coaches,  though  not  when  the  cars  ran  on 
four-horse  time.  He  wanted  the  opportunity  to 
leave  his  office  and  strike  a  coach,  rather  than  to 
always  have  to  walktoBow'doin  square.  He  wrshed 
all  the  conveniences  for  transportition  it  was  pos- 
sible to  have.  To  Mr.  Child,  he  said  he  Dever 
knew  cars  to  run  to  East  Cambridge  once  in  four 
or  five  mmutes. 

Mr.  Dyer  of  Roxbury,  who  does  business  at  37 
and  41  Court  stieet,  New  England  News  Company, 
(called  by  Mr.  Child)  said  he  did  not  believe  an 
omnibus  in  fifteen  minutes  would  greatly  ob- 
struct travel  in  Court  street.  To  Mr.  Collins — His 
attention  had  not  been  called  to  blocks  in  Court 
street  lately. 

The  petitioner  here  rested  his  case,  reserving 
the  right  to  add  lebutting  evidence. 

Mr.  Collins  insisted  that  the  petitioner  should 
complete  his  evidence,  and  Mr.  Muzzey  desired 
that  the  petitioner  should  not  be  allow  ed  to  intro- 
duce cumulative  evidence,  and  the  Chairman 
ruled  that  as  the  case  of  the  petitioner  was  closed, 
he  could  not  be  allowed  to  introduce  more  evi- 
dence except  in  reply  to  what  shall  be  introduced 
by  the  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Collins  cited  the  previous  action  of  Mr. 
Stiles  in  starting  his  line  without  authority  o£  the 
Board,  also  the  reports  ou  the  subject  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses.  TheUmon  Railway  had  not 
opposed  Mr.  Stiles;  they  had  let  ttte  Committee 
on  Licenses  consider  the  merits  of  tlie  case;  and 
they  would  not  appear  now  but  tor  the  fact  that 
there  is  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Board,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to 
bolster  up  the  falling  fortunes  of  ore  who  is  ad- 
mitted by  his  counsel  to  be  iu  embarrassed  cir- 
cumstances. The  Union  Railway  is  ready  to  run 
cars  to  any  section  of  Boston  when  a  public  exi- 
gency requires  it.  Mr.  btiles,  with  half  a  dozen 
coaches,  does  not  pretend  to  meet  the  public 
want;  he  is  merely  running  his  omnibuses  from  a 
particular  section,  and  taking  a  slice  of  the  profits 
from  the  bard  earnings  of  the  Union  Railway. 
He  should  be  required  to  run  his  coaches  at  all 
times. 

Mr.  Knowlton  S.  Chaffee,  President  of  the  Union 
Railway,  said  to  Mr.  Muzzey  that  Mr.  btiles  beean 
iu  November  last  running  over  the  route  asked 
for  till  early  in  January,  and  for  a  month  or  six 
weeks  he  h"  s  been  Tuuiiingover  his  present  route. 
Mr.  Stiles  was  formerly  "superintendent  of  the 
Union  Railway,  resigned  and  was  presented  with 
$1000,  and  two  directors  subsequently  assisted 
him  to  obtain  $2000  to  purchase  horses  with.  No 
one  connected  with  the  railroad  had  attempted  to 
do  anything  agaiust  Mr.  Stiles;  they  had  not  ap- 
peared before  any  committees,  ana  he  had  only  a 
slight  conversation  with  one  Alderman.  The 
reason  he  came  today  was  that  Mr.  Stiles  had 
made  a  .sort  of  chal'.enge  in  refusing  to 
stand  by  the  action  of  the  committee.  Mr. 
Stiles  liad  stopped  his  omnibuses  iu  front 
of  the  railroad  depot  iu  Bowdoin  square, 
and  filled  it  with  passengers  from  the  depot, 
often  standing  on  their  track  and  CloSS walks.  The 
railroad  had  no  objection  to  Mr.  Stiles  going  by 
the  route  agreed  upon  by  the  committee.    He  be- 
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lieved  there  are  serious  objections  to  an  omnibus 
line  on  Treuiont  and  Washington  streets.  If  a 
line  is  run  at  all  it  should  be  by  a  responsible  par- 
ty, ami  he  instanced  a  case  where  one  of  Mr. 
Stiles's  omnibus  poles  ran  through  the  rear  door 
of  a  car,  though  fortunately  no  one  was  hurt.  If 
the  Hoard  think  it  expedient  the  company  will  be 
happy  to  run  their  cats  farther  into  the  city. 
Theie  is  a  car  every  ten  minutes  from  East  Cam- 
bridge independent  of  those  cars  that  start  from 
Eighth  street,  where  Mr.  Stiles's  omnibuses 
start  from;  then  the  Eighth-street  cars  come 
in  between  the  others,  which  make  four- 
teen cars  an  hour  from  Eighth  strc.  t,  fiotn 
7  A.  M.  to  10  P.  M.;  from  4  to  7'/2  P.  M.  there 
are  sixteen  an  hour,  ami  from  6  to  6y2  P.  M. 
there  are  twelve  cars  in  half  an  hour,  and  they  are 
run  exactly  on  time  unless  the  draw  is  oft'.  Mien 
on  the  other  side,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  theie 
is  a  car  every  fifteen  minutes  to  Somerville.  As 
fast  as  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
has  allowed,  they  have  got  as  near  the  centie  of 
business  as  they  could.  They  carry  over  8,000,000 
passengers  annually.  He  had  kept  a  man  on  each 
bridge  to  look  after  the  road's  interests,  and  the 
man  on  Cragie  Bridge  had  counted  the  passengers 
in  each  coach,  and  Mr.  Chaffee  said  Mr.  Stiles's  pas- 
sengers had  not  varied  two  pas -e tigers  a  trip  since 
they  had  changed  the  route  by  order  of  the  Board 
of  'Aldermen.  The  road  had  paved  the  streets 
between  the  iails,  spending  nearly  $10,000  last 
year.  While  Cragie  Bridge  was  undergoing  re- 
pairs, the  road  built  an  entirely  new  track  at  more 
than  $20,000  expense,  which  is  not  now  use.il. 

To  Mr.  Child,  Mr.  Chaffee  said  the  passengers 
on  the  tiast  Cambridge  cars  had  decreased  since 
the  holidays,  and  Mr.  Stiles's  decrease  of  passen- 
gers was  not  owi:;g  to  the  change  of  route  so  much 
as  to  the  natural  falling  off  of  travel.  He  had  no 
objections  to  the  omnibuses  running  in  the  streets 
if  the  Hoard  think  it  expedient. 

Mr.  Child  was  proceeding  to  question  Mr. 
Chaffee  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  track  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  the  Chairman  ruled  that  it  was  not 
perti nc    t  to  the  iuquiry. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Stevens.  Treasurer  and  Clerk  of  the 
Uniou  Railway,  identified  the  returns  of  passen- 
gers, previously  referred  to,  earned  by  Mr.  Stiles. 
They  are  given  accurately  every  day.  They  have 
the  figures  of  trips  both  ways. 

This  closed  the  testimony  for  the  company. 

Alderman  Blgelow  said  the  committee  had 
heard  the  evidence  of  certain  police  officers  whom 
lie  would  call. 

Chief  of  Police  Savage  said  the  present  condi- 
tion of  Court  street  is  very  much  crowded  be- 
tween Court  square  and  Washington  stieet.  The 
greatest  objection  exists  there;  blocks  are  fre- 
quent duriug  the  business  part  of  the  day.  He 
eould  hardly  see  how  the  omnibuses  could  be  ac- 
eommodated  there.  To  Mr.  Child,  he  said  he 
stated  partly  from  his  own  observation  and  part- 
ly from  reports  and  complaints.  He  saw  a  block 
in  Court  street  this  afternoon.  He  believed  that 
an  omnibus  in  fifteen  minutes  would  make  some 
difference  during  the  business  part  of  the  day. 
Mr.  Stiles  stated  the  other  day  to  the  witness  that 
he  wanted  to  run  an  omnibus  once  in  7y2  minutes. 

Captain  Vinal  of  Police  Station  2  said  [hat  be- 
tween Washington  street  and  Court  square  there 
are  at  present  enough  teams  on  Court  street. 
Hardly  a  day  passes  without  blocks,  and  this  line 
of  omnibuses  w  mid  help  to  increase  the  incon- 
veniences. He  had  to  send  an  officer  to  Court 
street  to  clear  the  blocks  almost  every  day.  Many 
had  complained  or  said  that  they  left  their  horses 
in  Pemberton  square  because  of  the  crowd  in 
Court  street.  To  Mr.  Child,  Captain  Vinal  said  he 
had  seen  blocks  all  the  way  from  Washington 
street  to  Court  square.  The  policeman  who  stands 
on  the  corner  had  testified  before  the  committee 
that  an  omnibus  in  fifteen  minutes  would  make 
no  perceptible  difference.  To  Alderman  Stebbins, 
he  said  an  extra  officer  was  put  on  Court  street  on 
account  of  the  blocks.  To  Mi .  Child  he  said  he 
thought  there  had  been  some  change  since  the 
extension  of  Washington  street. 

Mr.  Joan  C.  Stiles,  the  petitioner,  called  by  Mr. 
Child,  said  that  now  they  carry  out  about  half 
the  passengers  that  they  did  when  they  ran  the 
other  way.  A  week  ago  last  Saturday  they  kept 
count  of  the  passengers ;  817  were  brought  in  and 
370  were  carried  out ;  on  the  following  Monday 
they  brought  m  740  and  carried  out  317.  To  Mr. 
Muzzey,  Mr.  Stiles  said  the  returns  were  made  by 
the  drivers  on  those  particular  days. 

This  closed  the  testimony. 

Mr.  Muzzey  said  they  had  not  come  to  oppose 


Mr.  Stiles's  petition ;  they  had  not  appeared  be- 
fore a  committee,  or  spoken  to  a  membei  of  the 
Board-  their  handsale  clean,  as  all  the  Board 
know.  They  had  at  length  intervened  for  the 
sake  of  their  passengers,  and  were  read) ,  when 
the  Board  deems  that  :t  is  demanded  by  a  public 
exigency,  to  extend  their  tracks  farther  into 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  they  had  a  petition 
for  it  in  their  pockets,  'they  did  object 
to  Mr.  Stiles  standing  upon  their  tracks  and  pick- 
ing up  passengers  who  had  come  to  tbeii  house 
for  shelter,  as  has  been  testified  by  Mr.  Chaffee. 
There  has  been  nocompiaiutfrom  East  Cambridge. 
This  is  uopub]icexigeucy;itisaprivate exigency; 
the  project  is  to  run  six  omnibuses  from  7  A.  M. 
to  8  P.  M.  What  is  to  be  done  with  those  who 
■want  to  leave  either  point  before  those  hours? 
He  dees  not  add  to  the  interest  of  the  public 
travel.  Mr.  Muzzey  urged  that  it  was  important 
that  a  public  carrier  should  be  pecunianly  re- 
sponsible, a  id  that  one  not  so  should  not  be  put 
in  competition  with  one  who  is.  There  had  not 
been  any  demand  for  this  by  the  most  eminent 
and  respectable  citizens  of  East  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Child  alluded  to  the  anomalous  position  of 
the  railway  corupacy  in  this  matter,  and  then  as- 
sured the  Board  that  the  omnibuses  «  ould  not  stop 
before  the  depot  door  again.  The  fair  and  only 
question  to  be  considered  is  whether  Mr.  Stiles's 
omnibuses  are  gong  to  do  any  damage  to  ths 
travel  of  the  city  of  Boston.  At  the  time  Mr. 
Stiles  commenced  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  go 
where  he  pleased,  and  could  do  so  until  his  route 
was  prescribed.  Mr.  Stiles  had  endeavored  to  ac- 
commodate the  people.  It  was  a  settled  fact  that 
people  from  out  of  town  desire  to  get  to 
Washington  stieet,  and  he  said  he  had  only 
introduced  a  lew  witnesses  to  call  to  the 
attention  of  the  Board  what  was  pat- 
ent to  all.  He  did  not  claim  that  there  was  a  pub- 
lic exigency.  Mr.  Stiles  was  simply  endeavoting 
to  accommodate  the  people  in  East  Cambridge. 
His  request  is  reasonable.  Auy  man  who  brings  peo- 
ple into  Boston  should  be  encouraged,  and  there 
ought  not  to  be  any  frivolous  opposition  to  such 
a  public  accommodation.  The  only  real  objection 
is  the  crowded  state  of  Court  street,  anu  the  police 
officers  did  not  say  that  it  would  make  any  seiious 
difference.  A  man  who  puts  his  money  into  such 
an  enterprise  should  not  be  put  down  because  one 
street  happens  to  be  crowded.  They  only  asked 
what  their  patrons  de.rire.and  that  is  a  reasonable 
and  proper  route,  such  as  is  prescribed  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  report, (rec- 
ommending leave  to  withdraw)  was  laid  on  the 
table.  Subsequently,  on  morion  of  Alderman 
Worthington,  the  report  was  taken  from  the  table 
and  accepted. 

CAMBRIDGE  BRIDGES. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  on 
Bridges  between  Boston  and  Cambridge  [City  Doc. 
JJo.  23]  was  received  andseot  down. 

The  draw  of  West  Boston  Bridge  has  been 
opened  1423  times  during  the  year,  and  that  of 
Ci'fegie's  Bridge  3930.  The  expense  of  maintaining 
and  repairing  the  two  bridges  has  been  $79,872.44, 
including  $72,474.69  for  rebuilding  Cragie's 
Bridge. 

FINANCE. 

The  chairman  for  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  John  T.  Gil- 
son  and  the  trustees  of  Charlestown  Poor  Fund, 
the  request  of  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
iugs  for  additional  appropriation  for  police  sta- 
tion in  Ward  16,  and  who  were  requested  to  report 
an  order  providing  the  means  for  the  extension  of 
Swett  street,  submitted  reports  with  orders  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation tot  Police  Station  House,  South  Bos- 
ton, to  that  for  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  the 
sum  of  $2000. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  pay  on  the 
certificate  of  indebtedness  given  by  the  late 
City  Treasurer  of  Charlestown,  belonging  to  the 
"Pierce  Fuel  Fund,"  dated  Jan.  1,1874,  for  $1500, 
the  sum  of  $90,  being  the  interest  due  said  fund 
from  Sept.  1, 1872,  to  Sept.  1,  1873,  from  the  Inter- 
est appropriation. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  theidirection 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  $476,000, 
for  the  purpose  of  widening,  extendingaiid build- 
ing Swett  street  from  AlDany  street  to  Dorchester 
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avenue,  in  accordance  with  the  estimates  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  the  City  Engineer,  to 
be  styled  'Street  Improvement  Loan,  Swett 
street." 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  10,  nays  1 — Alder- 
man Prescott  voting  nay. 

Whereas,  John  Cilson  on  the  7th  of  August, 
1874,  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer  of  the  city  of 
Boston  the  sum  of  $4000  for  a  City  of  Boston  six 
per  cent,  currency  bond,  payable  July  1, 1894,  in- 
terest tbereoD  to  be  paid  semi-annually,  a  receipt 
being  given  therefor  in  the  usual  form,  signed  by 
F.  V.  Tracy,  City  Treasurer,  by  the  terms  of 
which  receipt  a  registered  certificate  of  indebted- 
ness for  $4000  was  to  be  delivered  to  said  John 
Gilson  upon  his  presenting  said  receipt,  which 
receipt  he  now  alleges  in  his  petition  has  been 
lost,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  issue  to  John  Giison  the 
certificate  of  indebtedness  for  $4000,  as  set  forth 
in  the  foregoing  preamble,  upon  satisfactory 
proof  of  the  loss  of  the  receipt  for  the  same,  and 
upon  his  giving  a  bond  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor  and  Citv  Treasurer  to  indemnify  and 
save  harmless  the  city  of  Boston  from  any  claim 
based  on  said  original  receipt. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Seveially  sent  down. 

THE  SALABY  BILL. 

Alderman  Stebbius  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Salaries  beg  leave  to  submit 
herewith,  in  accordance  with  the  tnird  section  of 
the  joint  rules  of  the  City  Council,  orders  estab- 
lishing the  salaries  of  the  several  city  officers, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor, 
for  the  year  beginning  on  the  1st  of  April  next. 
The  only  changes  proposed  in  the  present  salaries 
and  allowances  for  clerk  tire  are  the  following: 
A  reduction  of  $1060  in  the  allowance  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  City  Clerk's  office,  on  account  of  the 
change  in  the  method  of  prepaiing  the  voting  lists : 
an  increase  of  $400  in  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of 
Committees;  an  increase  of  $200  in  the  salary  of 
the  Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees;  an  increase  of 
$200  in  the  allowance  tor  clerk  hire  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council ;  an  in- 
crease of  $200  in  the  salary  of  the  Second 
Assistant  Messengei ;  an  increase  of  $200 
in  the  allowance  of  clerk  hire  to  the  City  Registrar. 
Total  amount  of  increase,  $1200;  total  amount  of 
reduction,  $1060.  The  committee  are  not  prepared 
at  this  time  to  recommend  any  action  upon  the 
salaries  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor;  and  their 
report  on  those  two  officers  will  be  presented  at  a 
later  date.       Respectfully  submitted, 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins. 
Chables  J.  Prescott. 

RUFUS  CUSHMAN. 

Thomas  J.  Anderson. 
Frederick  6.  Walbridge. 
Committee. 

The  several  orders  appended  to  the  report  were 
read  once. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  $37.89  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  Laviuia  Mcintosh,  and  $73.13  be 
abated  from  the  assessment  ou  Hannah  Tobev's 
heirs,  for  a  sewer  in  Blue  Hill  avenue,  on  account 
of  land  to  be  hereafter  assessed  upon  Woodville 
square;  also  that  $36.18  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  Joseph  \V.  Ward,  for  a  sewer  in  Eighth 
street,  and  the  same  amount  assessed  upon  Timo- 
thy W.  Ray. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  John  H.  Robinson  for  abatement  of 
sewer  assessment  in  Brook  avenue.    Accepted. 

Reports  with  orders  for  the  proportionate  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  cost  of  sewers,  as  fol- 
lows: Allston  and  Bulfinch  streets ;  Perrin  street; 
Hew  Washington  street;  Fairfield  street.  Orders 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  ou  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages,  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett,  $2935.50,  for  widening 
of  Leverett  street. 

Heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett,  $8248,  for  extension  of 
Auburn  street  to  Leverett  street. 


W.  R.  Howe,  $672.25,  for  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue. 

Heirs  of  J.  M.  Smith,  $971.25,  for  widening  of 
Pear)  street. 

Severally  read  once. 

MORTGAGE  DISCHARGED. 

Alderman  Kigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department  ou  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Augustus  Parker  for  discharge  of  mortgage,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  passage  ot  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  Ms  honor  the  Mayor  he  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  discharge  the  mortgage 
given  by  Ebenezer  Seaver,  formerly  Collector  of 
the  town  of  Roxbury,  to  Aaron  Davis,  Treasurer 
•f  said  town,  said  mortgage  being  dated  the  2d 
of  November,  A.  D.  1795,  and  recorded  with  Nor- 
folk Deeds,  lib.  4,  fol.  202. 

Read  once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows : 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed — Thomas  H. 
Webb,  41  Tremont  street. 

Wagon  License  Grauted— Frederic  H.  Virge, 
119  South  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Cushing  & 
Ladd,  to  give  exhibition  of  the  Chauncy  Hull 
School  at.  Music  Hall,  Feb.  10:  Warren-street 
Chapel,  for  a  Washington's  Birthday  Festival  at 
Music  Hall;  Professor  A.  C.  Carpenter,  for  lec- 
tures on  Mesmerism  and  Psvchologv  at  Beethoven 
Hall. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— George  A.  Apple- 
by, 23%  Leverett  street;  Mrs.  Dupalla,  1  Blossom 
place. 

Iunholder's  License  Granted— W.  B.  Shaw,  70 
Hudson  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted  —  George  L. 
Rumph,  322  North  street;  J.  H.  Flack  &  Co.,  375 
Washington  street;  Larkie  &  Newcomb,  1465 
Washington  street;  Charles  Coughlin,  149  Broad- 
way, South  Boston;  J.  H.  Cunningham,  Washing- 
ton street,  Brighton  District. 

Minors  Licensed — Twenty-four  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLFS. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  ou  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports 
recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, of  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stabler  as 
follows: 

J.  Albert  Johnston,  Norfolk  street,  Ward  16: 
Louis  Earl,  Hartford  street,  Ward  16;  Ira  E.  Fair- 
banks, Evans  street,  Ward  16. 

Severally  accepted. 

USE  OF  STREETS    FOR    COASTING. 

Alderman  Burrage,  for  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice, submitted  a  report  that  this  Board  has  no 
power  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  R.  T.  Swan  et 
al.  that  certain  streets  in  Ward  16  be  used  for 
coastiug,  subject  to  the  supei  vision  of  the  police. 
Accepted. 

PERMIT  TO   MOVE  BUILDING. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  in  favor  ot  granting  a  permit, 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  M.  P.  Sias.  for  leave  to 
move  a  wooden  building  in  East  boston.  Ac- 
cepted. 

THE  TARK   QUESTION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins.  the  order  for 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  au- 
thority "to  purchase  or  othei  wise  take  land  within 
the  limits  of  the  city''  for  pur  pose  of  public  parks, 
was  taken  from  the'table,  and  especially  assigned 
for  next  Mon   ay,  at  5  P.  M. 

Alderman  Stebbins  raovrd  that  the  Board  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  for  heads  of  departments. 

Alderman  Quincy  opnosed  the  motion  on  the 
ground  that  certificates  of  election  had  not  been 
received  from  the  other  branch,  and  they  Should 
wait  to  see  the  result  there,  as  it  was  known  there 
was  to  be  opposition  in  at  least  one  case.  Cour- 
tesy to  the  absent  member  [Aldermen  Pope]  also 
required  delay. 

Alderman  Power  thought  there  was  no  reason 
for  delay,  and  if  there  was  opposition  to  1 1. e  re- 
election of  any  oue.  that  case  could  be  laid  over. 

The  motion"  was  lost — 5  for,  6  against— and  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Prescott.  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF JJOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    11,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  T'i  o'clock,  Halsey 
J.  Boardwan,  President,  in  the  cnair. 

I'APEKS  FBOM  THE  HOARD  OF  ALDERMKN  FOB  CON- 
OUBBEXOE. 
Auditor's  Montlily  Exhibit  (City  Doc.  21);  An- 
nual Report  of  Commissioner  of  Bridges  between 
Boston  and  Cambridge  (City  Doe.  23);  Quarterly 
Reports  of  overseers  of  the  Boor,  ami  Superin- 
tendent of  North  Scales.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

i  elitions  of  J.  R.  Peck,  Mary  S.  Everett,  anil 
Company  A,  Ninth  Begiment  Infantry.  Severally 
referred! 

Report  and  order  to  issue  to  John  Gilson  a  cer- 
tificate of  indebtedness  for  |4<)00,  on  the  condi- 
tions set  forth  in  said  older.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  readiiu. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  the  interest  due  on  the 
Pierce  Fuel  Fund  from  S(  pt.  1, 1872,  to  Sept.  1, 
1873,  .amounting  to  $90.  Order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Uriel  H.  Crocker 
as  a  member  of  the  Cochituatc  w  ater  Boani.in 
place  of  Amos  L.  Noyes  chosen  by  this  Council. 
The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Wads- 
worth  of  Ward  4,  Newton  of  Ward  14,  and  Fitz- 
patrick  of  Ward  7  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported— 

Whola  number  of  votes 51 

Necessary  for  a  choice ..2l> 

Amos  L.  Noyes  had 33 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 1* 

And  Mr.  Noyes   was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Police  Station  House,  South  Boston, 
to  that  for  Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  of  the 
sum  of  S2000.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $470,000  for  widen- 
ing, building  and  extruding  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany street  to  Dorchester  avenue.  Order  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  order  for  the  celebration  of  Washington's 
Birthday  came  up  with  an  amendmeat  to  insert 
"provided  that  tue  salute  in  the  city  proper  may 
be  omitted  at  the  disci  etioii  ot  the  Mayor"  in  the 
order  for  the  observance  of  Washington's  Birth- 
day. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—  I  offer  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment  that  has  been  sent 
down  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen : 

"Provided  that  no  salute  in  the  city  proper  shall 
be  fired  upon  the  Common  or  Public  (iarden." 

This  amendment  to  the  amendment  is,  of  course, 
the  same  that  was  ottered  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council.  At  that  time,  after  offering  the 
amendment,  1  found  from  toe  debate  which  arose 
that  there  seemed  to  be  a  misunderstanding  in  re- 
gard to  two  or  three  points  relating  to  the  cele- 
bration of  the  day.  I  referred  to  City  Document 
No.  33  of  1873,  supposing  it  was  familiar  to  most  of 
the  members  of  the  Council;  but  I  find  that  it  was 
not  as  familiar  to  them  as  it  ought  to  be.  It  is  the 
report  of  the  committee  which  prepared  tt.e  ordi- 
nance which  now  regulates  the  firing  of  cannon 
upon  the  Common,  in  regard  to  which  they  took 
testimony.  I  desire  to  read  one  or  two  extracts 
from  that  report,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  Snng  of  cannon  upon  the 
sick.    Dr.  Edward  H.  Clarke  says— 

"In  reply  1  have  to  say,  that,  so  far  as  I  haveob- 
served,  such  tiring  affects  the  majority  of  invalids 
and  sick  persons  in  its  vicinity  unpleasantly;  that 
it  affects  some  of  them  seriously;  and  that  it  oc- 
ca«ionally  affects  a  sick  person  dangerously. 
During  the  last  artillery  practice  on  the  Common, 
one  of  my  patients  in  the  neighborhood  rolled, 
with  every  shot,  from  one  side  of  her  bed  to  the 
other,  in  a  sort  of  agony.  Twice  during  the  past 
yea:  premature  confinements  started  with  the 
firing  and  seemed  to  be  induced  by  it." 

Dr.  G.  H.Lyman  says,  "Upon  the  Fourth  of  July 
and  other  long- established  field  days  the  wealthier 
classes  may  be  often  removed  to  a  distance,  and 
thus  escape  the  injury;  but  even  this  class  are 
often  too  ill  to  be  removed,  audit  certainly  should 
need  no  doctor  to  relate  the  effect  upon  the  shat- 
tered nervous  system  of  such  cases  of  prostration. 
The  poorer  classes,  living  in  the  narrower  neigh- 
boring stieets  and  alleys,  have  as  acutely  sensi- 
tive diseases  as  their  more  prosperous  and  wealthy 


neighbors,  and  I  think  no  physician  of  experience 
could  hesitate  in  pronouncing  the  practice  in 
question  n  unmitigated  nuisauce,  and  one  that 
ought  to  be  abated." 

ihe  evidence  of  Dr.  R.  M.  Hodges,  Dr.  C.  D. 
Homans  and  Dr.  F.  Minot  is  to  the  same  effect. 
1  think  ihat  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  statement 
that  no  injury  ever  happened  to  a  sick  person  by 
the  tiring  of  cannon  upon  rhe  Common.  I  also 
wish  to  make  a  correction  in  regard  to  an  error 
which  prevails  in  the  minds  of  some  that  the  ob- 
servance of  the  Twenty-second  of  Februaiy  is  a 
time-honored  custom,  and  1  have  taken  the  pains 
to  find  the  legislation  on  the  subject.  Three  le^al 
holidays  were  first  appointed.  By  chapter  182  of  the 
acts  of  1K3K,  Thanksgiving  Day,  Fast  Day  and 
Fourth  of  duly  were  made  holiuay  ,  -o  that  notes 
were  10  be  paid  on  the  day  previous.  By  chapterOl 
of  the  acts  of  1850  Christmae  was  added,  and  by 
chapter llr  zt  the  a:t  :.:l  IB  '.  VV  ul.ir.gt ;::  Birth- 
day was  made  a  legal  hol:day  for  the  first  time, 
and  the  act  enlarged  60  ihat' ( lie  Legislature  and 
the  courts  should  hold  no  session-  anil  die  public 
offices  be  closed.  The  celebration  of  Washiuf  ton's 
Birthday  is  the  only  relic  of  Know  Nothlugism, 
and  the  sole  oesire'of  the  Know  Nothing  party 
was  to  observe  that  day  i>\  making  everybody 
miserable.  I  think  our  former  action  should  be 
reconsidered.  At  present  we  throw  the  responsi- 
bility upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  o.  By  ti'is  older  we  propose  to  fire 
cannon  upon  the  Common,  but  leave  the  Mayor 
responsible  for  the  results  which  v.  ill  tollov.  For 
these  reasons  1  hope  the  amendment  which  I 
offered  .v'll  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  IS— I  lived  for  fifteen  years 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  Boston  Common,  when 
it  was  mii  rounded  by  dwelling  houses,  and  1  never 
heard  of  any  damage  done  to  the  sick  by  the  fir- 
ing of  cannon  there.  In  fact  it  was  always  con- 
sidered a  pleasure  upon  all  the  holidays  to  have 
the  cannon  fired  upon  Boston  Common.  Except 
on  Beacon  and  Boylston  streets  the  nouses  lronting 
on  the  Common  are  mostly  occupied  for  business 
purposes,  and  tbere  would  naturally  be  less  an- 
noyance than  formerly.  Unless  there  is  some 
case  of  extreme  sickness,  I  hope  the  cannon  will 
be  tired  there.  When  a  famous  battery  came  here 
a  few  j ears  ago  we  were  all  glad  to  have  them 
exhibit  their  practice  on  the  Common.  It  is  a 
large  place  and  I  don't  think  aDy  damage  will  be 
done.  In  case  there  is  extreme  sickness  I  hope 
the  Mayor  will  omit  the  salute. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  ask  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  ameudmeut  being 
offered  at  this  time.  My  own  opinion  is  that  the 
subject  of  the  amendment  was  presented  here  at 
the  last  meeting,  discussed  and  rejected,  and  it  is 
only  offered  no w  in  another  form,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  amendment  is  not  strictly  in  order.  Under 
the  rule  the  amendment  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men must  be  accepted  or  rejected  altogether  un- 
less an  amendment  is  offered  which  is  entirely 
within  the  scope  of  and  which  does  not  contra- 
vene the  provisions  of  that  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  It  would  appear  here  that  the  discre- 
tion of  omitting  the  safuV  is  conferred  by  the 
Board  upon  the  Mayor,  while  by  this  amendment 
he  is  denied  such  discretion.  Although  the  uoiot 
is  not  beyond  all  question,  the  Chair  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  amendment  is  not  strictly  in  or- 
der and  woul''  therefore  rule  it  out. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — There  is  another  objection 
to  the  amendment  that  must  strike  every  logical 
mind  here.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  have  asked 
us  to  concur  in  their  amendment.  Now  what  is 
tbe  language  of  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment? "Provided  that  no  salute  in  the  city 
proper  shall  be  fired  upon  the  Common  or  Public 
Garden."  Why,  that  is  the  whole  matter  in  ques- 
tion. By  the  amendment  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men it  is  left  to  the  Mayor  to  oecide  whether  or 
not  a  salute  shall  be  fired:  and  there  being  no 
other  suitable  place  in  the  city  proper  besides  the 
Common,  he  is  io  decide  whether  or  not  the  can- 
non shall  be  fired.  Now,  you  would  add  an  amend- 
ment which  would  not  only  nullify  that  of  tbe 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  which,  cenainly,  in  any 
correct  acceptation  of  the  meaning  of  the  English 
language  does  nrtllify  it,  but  which  is  ridiculous 
upon  its  face.  Of  course  it  is  not  in  order  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  raised  the  point,  and  as 
the  Chair  has  so  well  decided.  The  question  is 
whether  to  concur  or  non  concur  with  the  Board 
of  A'derinen.  But  this  amendment  to  that  amend- 
ment is  not— 
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Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  expected  to  be  called  to  order. 

The  President  —  The  gentleman  will  state  his 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  Crocker— The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  is 
indorsing  a  decision  of  the  Chair  to  which  no  one 
has  objected. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  rose  to  debate  the  main  questiorj. 

The  amendment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
adopted  in  concurrence — yeas  59,  nays  2 — Messrs. 
Anderson  of  Ward  3  and  Devereux  of  Ward  22 
voting  nay . 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  City  Engineer  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  materi- 
als and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  in  his  department 
during  the  present  municipal  year. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
to  supply  necessary  furniture,  and  cause  such  le- 
pairs  and  cleaning  to  be  made  as  may  be  needed 
in  the  several  schoolhouses. 

Order  for  the  City  Surveyor  to  make  such  pur- 
chases of  supplies,  instruments,  drawing  materi- 
als and  furniture,  and  to  incur  such  other  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary  in  his  department 
during  the  present  municipaL  year. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Bui' die gs  to 
supply  furniture  for,  and  cause  necessary  clean- 
ing and  repairs  to  be  made  in  the  City  Hail,  police 
stations  and  engine  houses  and  other  public 
buildings  where  the  same  are  not  made  by  the  de- 
partments using  the  same. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  law  books  for  the  City 
Solicitor's  office,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $275. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to 
the  Law  Department,  providing  for  appointment 
of  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor,  etc. 

Order  to  remit  tax  of  $209.04  (with  interest  and 
costs),  assessed  upon  Henry  W.  Pickering  in  1874, 
as  executor  of  the  estate  of  Caroline  Newman. 

Order  for  the  city  to  assume  and  pay  the  tax  of 
$1018.68,  assessed  for  1874  upon  certain  real  estate 
devised  to  the  city  by  David  Sears. 

Severally  passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $65  as  rent  for  a  tem- 
porary armory  for  Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion 
of  Infantry.    Passed— Yeas  52,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

ADDITIONAL  WATEB    SUPPLY. 

The  orders  appropriating  $1,500,000  for  extension 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works,  and  granting  au- 
thority for  said  extension,  and  to  construct  a  si- 
phon pipe  across  Charles  River  [reprinted  City 
Doc.  No.  20,  with  amendments  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen thereto],  were  considered  in  the  regular 
order  under  unfinished  business,  the  question  be- 
ing1 on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— I  do  not  feel  like  making 
opposition  to  any  legitimate  plan  for  increasing 
the  facilities  of  Boston  for  obtaining  a  supply  of 
nure  water ;  but  I  would  like  to  have  this  matter 
brought  more  clearly  before  the  Council,  and 
reasons  given  why  rhere  is  included  in  this 
project  for  the  enlargement  of  the  water  supply, 
the  building  of  the  conduit  or  aqueduct  between 
Farm  Pond  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  wh  sn 
The  vote  of  the  City  Council  'cist  year,  authoriz- 
ing the  taking  of  Sudbury  River  and  utilizing  it 
for  a  supply  for  Boston,  expressly  provided 
that  this  conduit  should  not  be  built.  I  feel 
an  extreme  hesitancy  at  opening  any  debate 
upon  this  question,"  because  I  am  a  new 
member  of  the  Council  and  have  not  had  the 
privilege  of  participating  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  question  that  siuie  of  the  older  mem- 
bers had  last  year.  This  measure  was  brought  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Water  ax  a  very  early  day 
in  the  year — about  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
committee  was  organized.  It  was  represented  to 
the  committee  that  this  was  an  urgent  case ;  that 
the  city  was  suffering  for  want  of  water,  and  that 
something  must  be  done  right  away;  and  at  an 
adjourned  meeting  of  the  committee  it  was  again 
brought  up  and  passed.  A  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee had  undoubtedly  made  up  their  minds; 
however,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  Council.  I  do  uot  know  that  any  great 
number  of  members  desive  to  discuss  it;  at  the 
same  time  I  think  the  opportunity  should 
be  offered  to  those  who  do  desire  it.  As 
I  had  had  no  opportunity  to  examine 
the  plan  in  all  its  details,  and  as  a  taxpayer  I  feel 
its  importance,  I  stated  to  the  committee  that  it 
should  not  be  considered  discourteous  if  I  dis- 
cussed it  upon  the  floor  of  the  Council.  I  have 
not— nor  do  I  think  any  one  has— had  time,  in  the 
brief  period  that  has  elapsed,   to  give  it  the  full 


and  careful  consideration  it  deserves,  and  I  should 
like  to  hear  from  those  who  believe  in  the  neces- 
sity tor  the  early  construction  of  this  large  con- 
duit (which  is  to  briug  70,000,000  of  gallons  to  Bos- 
ton, and  is  really  going  to  discard  the  use  of  the 
old  conduit),  why  it  is  necessary  at  this  juncture 
to  spend  $1,500,000  to  carry  out  this  large  scheme 
for  a  conduit  or  aqueduct.  No  one  wilt  question 
the  piopriety  of  constructing  the  siphon  pipe 
across  the  Charles  River,  which  is  provided  for  in 
the  last  order.  No  one  will  object  to  that,  for  it 
is  perfectly  proper.  It  is  to  co;t  only  $30,000  and 
will  add  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent,  to  the 
conducting  power  of  the  present  conduit;  it  can 
be  put  in  speedily,  and  with  the  connection  now 
made  between  Farm  Pond  and  Lake  Cochituate, 
there  is  no  apprehension  that  more  water  will  be 
needed ,  or  of  a  scarcity  of  water  in  case  of  a  drought, 
and  when  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  to  apopt  the 
larger  and  more  expensive  project  and  carry  it  out 
will  entail  an  unnecessary  expense  of  one  half  or 
three-quarters  of  a  million  dollars — that  is,  to 
construct  works  for  a  hundred  years  hence,  when 
all  we  want  is  to  provide  for  twenty-five  years — 
when,  by  taking  a  smaller  scale  of  works,  which 
upon  examination,  I  think  will  he  entirely  ade- 
quate, we  can  save  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
by  preventing  a  large  increase  of  the  already  bur- 
densome water  debt  of  the  city,  which  is  at  present 
large  enough,  and  must  inevitably  increase.  It 
makes  no  difference  whether  it  is '  water  debt  or 
city  debt ;  it  must  be  paid  by  the  taxpayers,  and 
it  has  got  to  be  paid  by  the  city,"  and  any 
sophistry  of  that  kind  used  in  support  of  this  or- 
der is  au  attempt  to  explain  the  difference  be- 
tween tweedledum  and  tweedledee.  At  any  rate, 
a  few  years  ago  the  water  debt  became  so  large 
that  it  was  reduced  $3,000. ouo  by  a  transfer  to  the 
city  debt.  Nov/,  1  should  like  to  have  this  matter 
discussed,  not  tonight,  but  at  an  eai  ly  day ;  and  I 
desire  that  there  should  be  a  simplification  of  this 
order,  so  that  we  can  vote  tor  this  siphon  pipe 
(which  is  important  and  should  be  put  in  a- 
once),  and  that  the  Water  Board  may  have  auf 
tkority  to  take  lauds  for  the  location  of 
storage  re  ervoirs  and  that  we  may  appoj 
priate  money  to  construct  them.  But  in 
regard  to  that  conduit,  which  is  not  an  immediate 
necessity,  and  will  not  relieve  the  present  exi- 
gency, we  should  look  into  that  scheme  and  see 
if  we  are  prepared  to  vote  for  $1,500,000  or 
$1,750,000  at  this  time  for  that  purpose.  I  do  not 
think  that  if  this  matter  is  fully  canvassed  and 
understood  by  the  ICouocil  it"  will  be  found 
preferable  to "  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  ade- 
quate to  complete  the  entire  work,  and  not  do  it 
by  piecemeal.  It  has  been  my  own  past  exneri- 
ence — and  I  think  it  has  been  "rhe  experience  of 
other  members  of  this  Council— that  many 
large  works  have  been  undertaken  by  a  partial 
appropriation,  only  to  be  regretted  before  they 
were  completed.  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  m  my 
own  miud  ton'ght  (and  the  more*  I  think  of  it  the 
more  1  feel  satisfied)  that  to  construct  this,  large 
conduit  as  proposed  from  Farm  Pond  to  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir,  will  render  the  present  con- 
duit from  Lake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut  Hill  Res- 
ervoir unnecessary,  and  will  also  render  unneces- 
sary the  connection  to  be  made  between  Pegan 
Brook  and  Charles  River.  If  we  do  not  need  more 
than  20,000,000  gallons  a  day.  as  has  been  admitted. 
that  quantity  can  be  brought  through  the  present 
conduit;  and  when  it  is  admitted  further,  that  the 
present  conduit,  although  exposed  and  in  a  some- 
what dilapidated  condition,  can  be  made  as  good 
as  new  for  $50,000 — that  the  work  which  cost 
from  a  million  and  a  half  to  three  quarters  ot  a 
milliou  originally,  after  having  been  in  use  twen- 
ty-eight years,  is' so  good  that  for  $50,000  it  can  be 
made  as  good  as  new — I  think  the  policy  of  the 
city  is  to  lay  another  conduit  as  near  to  it 
as  one  can  *  be  constructed,  and  then  we 
will  have  two  as  good  as  new,  and  have 
enough  conducting  capacity  to  supply  the  city  lor 
twenty-five  years.  It  is  said  that  by  so  doing  we 
shall  tin ow  "away  the  vast  expenditure  made  ou 
the  tunnel  at  Newton.  Whether  or  not  that  work 
was  well  undertaken  1  do  not  know;  but  iv  has 
been  undertaken)  and  can  be  utilized  for  this 
same  plan  of  works  which  I  propose.  By  8  very 
slight  change  it  can  be  utilized  for  this  conduit, 
and  it  can  be  further  utilized  for  the  proposed 
conduit  from  Farm  Poud  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir. Both  plans  would  then  be  utilized  :  the  large 
expenditure  already  made  would  be  saved,  and 
utilized"  in  improvements  which  may  be  pro- 
posed in  the  future.  And.  sir.  1  do  feel  that  this 
matter  has  not  been  placed  before  the  Ol  ty  Coun- 
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cil  in  a  manner  that  is  perfectly  ingenuous.  I  ex- 
pressea  this  same  feeling  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Water  Committee.  I  fek  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Water  Board  to  lay  this 
matter  hefore  the  City  Council  hi  such 
a  manner  that  they  could  act  directly  and 
understanding^  upon  each  item.  Now,  it  has 
been  said  that  the  Water  Board  cannot  take  cer- 
tain lands  beneath  which  the  present  tunnel  is 
being  constructed  in  Newton.  Well,  it  has  been 
decided  that  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  the  City 
Council  to  authorize  the  Water  Board  to  take 
those  lands,  and  there  is  no  one  who  noubts  that 
the  Cii  v  Council  would  pass  such  a  vote  if  it  was 
asked  'for.  The  Water  Board  have  frequently 
admitted  that  they  have  been  trespassing  over 
and  under  pc. pie's  propeity,  and  paying  huge 
sums  in  the  settlement  of  damages,  when,  by  a 
sample  outer  of  the  City  Council  they  might  have 
been  authorized  to  take  them  legally  and  per- 
manently, and  then  the  city  would  be  called  upon 
to  pay  no  larger  sum  than  a  jury  would  award; 
and  1  think  there  would  be  substantial  economy 
in  so  doins.  But  now  we  are  asked  to  give  this 
sweeping  authoiity  to  spend  a  large  sum  of 
money,  when  1  do  feel  that  if  the  subject 
should  be  thoroughly  canvassed  a  majority 
of  the  Council  would  •  agiee  with  me  that 
the  larger  scheme  is  not  the  one  to  be 
adopted.  1  admit  that  it  is  grand  and  plausible, 
and  pel  ha  8  it  is  encouraging  to  a  man  to  under- 
take large  schemes,  while  it  is  fascinating  to  one 
who  may  like  to  carry  them  out.  But  to  the  tax- 
payers who  bave  to  pay  for  such  great  -  chenies 
the:  prospect  has  not  so  many  favorable  aspects, 
and  we  have  got  to  take  the  responsibility  of  in- 
augurating this  great  scheme  for  a  huge  conduit 
or  aqueduct  which  is  to  convey  to  this  great  city 
70.000,000  gallons  of  water  daily,  which  I  feel  is  in 
excess  of  the  demand  of  Boston  for  many  years  to 
come.  Understand  me,  Mr.  President,  that  if 
we  build  this  conduit,  we  shall  have  it  in 
addition  to  the  present  one  (which  is  good 
for  20.000,000  gallons  daily,  by  the  admission  of 
the  engineer),  and  the  Mystic  source,  which  is 
good  for  20,000,000  more.  Now,  sir,  I  desire  to  vote 
for  that  portion  ot  this  order  which  confers  suffi- 
cient authority  upon  the  Water  Board  to  take  the 
lands  upon  which  they  are  trespassing  today.  I 
believe  they  siiould  take  all  the  lands  necessary 
for  the  utilization  of  the  Sudbury  River,  which  is 
now  the  property  of  the  city  and  must  be  paid 
for.  There  has  been  some  question  about  the 
expediency  of  taking  that  source,  and  upon  that 
subject  there  has  been  an  honest  difference  of 
opinion.  But  as  we  examine  into  it  we  And  that  the 
citv  has  taken  Sudbury  River  and  is  bouud  to  pay 
for  it.  Having  taken  it  1  think  the  city  is  bound 
to  utilize  it,  and  I  am  willing  to  vote  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  to  take  all  the  lands  necessaiy  for 
the  proper  utilization  of  the  river  as  a  source  of 
supply  for  the  city.  But  1  do  not  feel  willing, 
and  I  think  others  here  are  not  willing,  to  vote 
this  large  sum  to  build  this  conduit  from  Farm 
Bond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir. 

Mr.  S-veetser  of  Ward  10— In  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman's question,  made  when  he  arose,  why  this 
matter,  which  was  voted  upon  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  previous  Council— by  which  the  Water 
Board  were  restricted  from  the  spending  of  money 
for  the  building  of  this  conduit — should  not  be 
brought  up,  and  why  it  was  not  done  then,  I  would 
say  that  it  was  not  done  for  the  very  reason  which 
the  gentleman  urges  tonight.  No  oue  wished  any- 
thing to  he  done  in  a  hurry  and  without  a  full  un- 
derstanding of  the  wants  of  the  city.  It  was  not 
meant  that  they  should  never  build  a  conduit,  or 
never  ask  foi  money.  I  do  not  think  that  auy  gen- 
tleman who  has  been  to  Lake  Cocbituate  within  the 
last  fortnight  and  seen  the  state  of  tbe  water  there, 
and  seen  the  difficulty  in  which  the  city  of  Boston 
has  been  placed — and  we  are  aware  that  Ctiarles- 
town,  which  depends  upon  the  M\stic  water,  was 
placed  in  almost  as  dangerous  a  position  as  Bos- 
ton— should  hesitate  for  one  moment  in  regard  to 
securing  a  sufficient  supply  at  the  earliest  day.  I 
was  one  ot  those  who,  in  the  last  Council,  voted 
against  the  Sudbury  project  until  I  got  all  the  in- 
formation which  1  coula  in  regard  to  a  proper 
source  of  supply  for  the  city  of  Boston;  and  when 
I  saw  the  danger  in  which  the  city  of  Boston  had 
been  put  by  the  delay,  then  my  vote  was  changed, 
and  I  voted  for  Sudbury  River  with  the  restric- 
tions put  upon  it  at  that  late  hour.  Since 
then,  I  bave  had  an  opportunity,  in  company 
with  a  large  number  of  gentlemen,  to  visit  Lake 
Cochituate,  and  to  have  consultations  with  the 
City  Engineer  and  Water  Registrar,  and  I  think  I 


express  the  opinions  of  very  many  who  agreed 
and  voted  with  me  last  year,  when  I  say  it 
is  important  that  power  and  authority  should  be 
given  the  Water  Board  and  City  Engineer  to  go 
forward  at  once  with  this  work.  With  regard  to 
building  another  conduit  from  Lake  Cochit- 
uate to  Che-tnut  Hill  Reservoir,  that  has  been 
pronounced  by  eminent  engineers  besides  our 
own  as  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  do.  The  ex- 
peuse  of  building  a  conduit  direct  from  farm 
Pond  to  the  reservoir  will  be  about  a  thirl  more 
than  that  of  constructing  another  from  the 
lake  to  the  reservoir,  provided  they  be  of  the 
same  capacity;  but  by  the  old  route  we 
get  only  about  three  inches  fall,  while  on  the 
Farm  Pond  route  we  shall  have  twelve  inches; 
consequently  we  get  two-thirds  more  carrying: 
power  than  if  we  bring  it  bv  the  old  route.  Then 
we  should  n't  save  anything  in  land  damages, 
which  are  a  very  great  expense.  The  land 
damages  in  bringing  the  conduit  from  tbe  lake 
would  probably  be  large,  going,  as  it  would, 
through  towns  now  thickh  settled.  The  land 
damages  we  should  have  to  paj  would  be  more 
than  for  the  whole  line  of  the  Farm  Pond  conduit. 
Then  there  is  a  suggestion  that  a  third  mute  to 
the  lake,  independent  from  the  old  one,  can  be 
taken.  But  surveys  have  been  made,  and  it  has 
been  determined  that  only  one  such  route  can 
be  taken,  and  that  is'  to  start  from  the 
south  part  of  the  lake,  where  the  surface 
is  lower,  and  the  expense  would  be  a-;  large  as  by 
the  Farm  Pond  route.  One  reason  why  it  is  better 
to  build  a  conduit  large  enough  to  supplv  the  city 
of  Boston  for  a  long  period  is  that  the  firstcost  is 
so  little  more  than  it  would  be  to  construct 
another  one  twenty-five  years  from  now;  so  that 
it  is  better  economy  to  build  a  large  one  now,  than 
to  have  to  construct  another  one  at  that  time. 
This  conduit  is  planned  so  that  if  «  e  have  to  pro- 
cure a»supply  from  Charles  River,  in  case  the 
Sudbury  is  not  large  enough— or  in  case  we  have 
to  go  to  the  Merrimac  River — it  will  be  of  ample 
size  to  supplv  the  citj .  It  is  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from' Ward  12  says,  the  present  conduit 
can  he  repaired  for  $60,000;  and  he  asks,  why 
do  you  want  another  conduit  so  soon?  We 
have  just  had  a  severe  drought,  and  we  may  have 
another  next  year;  if  we  delay  giving  tbe  Water 
Board  money  enough  to  lav  out  reservoirs  and  to 
build  a  conduit  tor  twelve  or  twenty-four  months, 
it  will  be  a  long  while  before  we  can  set  the  water 
to  the  city  of  Boston  through  the  new  conduit, 
and  we  may  have  another  drought,  as  we  had  this 
year,  and  then  our  increased  quantity  of  water 
will  he  of  no  use.  In  tbe  committee  the  gentle- 
man, who  is  an  engineer,  was  asked  to  show  some 
plan.  He  offered  no  objections  till  die  vote  was 
taken.  Then  he  was  asked  to  make  some  state- 
ment hew  this  thing  could  be  done  cheaper;  but 
he  did  not.  and  now  he  comes  in  here  ana\  opposes 
the  passage  of  this  order,  and  objects  to 
the  general  plan,  but  he  gives  us  nothing 
better.  We  have  an  engineer  employed  by  the 
city  of  Boston  to  look  into  this  matter ;  his  figures 
are  here  and  his  opinion  is  entitled  to  a  good  deal 
of  weight,  and  I  think  we  should  not  throw  out 
his  suggestions  without  givine-  some  good  reasons. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  can  show  any 
good  reason  why  this  project  should  be  delayed,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  have  him  do  so.  But  I  don't  think 
he  has  or  can  give  good  reasons.  I  hope  ihe 
Council  will  pass  this  order  tonight,  that  the 
Water  Board  and  Engineer  may  prosecute  the 
work  of  building  this  conduit. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— Those  members  who 
were  here  last  year,  and  those  who  are  conversant 
with  our  proceedings,  must  be  well  aware  that 
this  water  question  has  been  before  the  City 
Council  oif  and  on — if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  such 
an  expression — for  a  year  and  a  half.  Oue  great 
difference  of  opinion  was  as  to  the  line  to  be 
adopted  for  the  new  conduit.  At  the  end  of  last 
year  the  Council  determined — because  of  the 
drought  probably  more  than  for  any  other  reason, 
but  still  they  determined — that  they  would  take 
Sudbury  River.  It  was  taken,  and  the  subject 
was  left  so  that  the  line  of  the  conduit  should  be 
deteimined  in  the  future — and  not,  as  my  fi tend 
from  Ward  12  says,  that  there  should  be  no  con- 
duit. It  was  ''provided  that  until  the  further 
ordering  of  the  City  Council,  no  lands 
should  be  taken  for  tne  construction  ot  the 
conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir, and  no  money  beyond  the  present  appropria- 
tion shall  he  expended."  The  line  from  Farm 
Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  was  recommend- 
ed by  the  City  Engineer  and  all  of  the  Water  Com- 
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mittee  except  one  gentleman.  Now,  it  is  admitted 
that  we  need  another  conduit;  whether  we  take 
the  line  proposed  by  the  committee  or  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  or  the  third  ioute"  we  need 
a  new  conduit.  The  present  conduit  is  not  large 
enough  to  bring  to  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  the 
daily  supply  whieh  the  city  uses ;  and  that  is  the 
chief  reason  why  it  is  important  to  have  the  new 
conduit  commenced  at  once.  Drought  or  no 
drought,  we  need  a  conduit  or  aque.iuct  which 
will  bring  enough  water  to  the  city  of  Boston  to 
supply  the  daily  wants  of  its  inhabitants. 
Now,  if  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  correctly,  he  tavors  the  construction  of  the 
reservoirs,  which  he  and  the  committee  say  are 
necessary,  and  should  be  consti  ucted  at  once.  He 
says,  too,  that  the  siphon  across  Charles  River 
ought  to  be  constructed  at  once.  The  only  ques- 
tion left  then,  as  it  seems  to  me,  for  the  Council  to 
deteimme,  is  which  shall  be  the  line  of  the  con- 
duit. I  canrot  think  there  is  any  question  about 
the  necessity  for  a  new  conduit.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  doubt  upon  that  point  in  tie  minds 
of  five  gentlemen  in  this  room;  the  simple 
question  is,  which  is  the  proper  line?  The 
reports  before  us  last  year  gave  the  fig- 
ures of  the  cost  of  conduits  by  the  old 
and  new  route.  I  have  not  them  in  memory, 
but  it  has  been  admitted  that  we  should  have  a 
conduit  large  enough  to  bring  water  into  Boston 
so  as  not  to  have  to  build  another  one  m  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  and  to  do  that  the  only  line 
we  can  adopt  is  the  one  from  Farm  Pond  to 
Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.  If  we  take  the  line  by 
the  side  of  the  present  conduit,  we  shall  build  a 
smaller  one  than  we  will  if  we  adopt  the  new  line. 
Secondly,  that  conduit  must  be  brought  up 
nearer  the  top  of  Lake  Cochituate,  and  if  the 
water  should  get  below  it  of  course  we  shall  be 
able  to  draw  no  water  through  it.  If  we  are  com- 
pelled to  keep  Lake  Cochituate  full  of  water  to 
supply  that  conduit,  then  we  should  lose  so  much 
of  the  storage  capacity  of  the  lake  as  lies  be- 
tween the  depth?  of  the  old  and  new  con- 
duits. That  was  one  reason  urged  by  the  City 
Engineer  and  Water  Committee  last  year  why  the 
Farm  Pond  line  of  conduit  should  be  adopted. 
Another  reason  why  the  Farm  Pond  line  should 
be  adopted  was,  that  if  you  build  another  conduit 
from  the  lake  to  the  reservoir,  then  all  the  water 
of  the  Sudbury  River  must  go  through  the  lake; 
while  if  you  build  by  the  Farm  Pond  line,  then 
you  can  bring  the  Sudbury  water  into  the  city  in- 
dependent of  the  lake,  so  that  if  Sudbury  River 
water  is  not  in  a  condition  to  use,  we  can  draw 
temporarily  from  the  reservoir  and  the  lake. 
Gentlemen  will  remember  that  this  question 
was  among  those  put  to  the  Medical  Commis- 
sion, and  they  decided  that  if  you  are 
going  to  take  Sudbury  River,  they  do  not 
see  any  advantage,  but  the  reverse,  in 
bringing  the  Sudbury  River  water  through  Lake 
Cochituate.  Those,  briefly,  are  the  reasons  why 
the  Farm  Pond  line  should  be  selected.  But, 
whether  we  select  that  line,  or  a  new  one,  I  hope, 
for  one,  that  there  will  be  no  delay.  It  is  import- 
ant that  this  order,  or  one  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  conduit,  should  be  passed  at  a  very 
early  day.  We  are  now  approaching  the  middle 
of  February ;  as  soon  as  spring  opens  we  ought  to 
commence  work  somewhere,  upon  some  line.  We 
ought  to  take  all  the  time  required  to  discuss 
these  two  fines ;  but  if  we  cause  unnecessary  de- 
lay, perhaps  we  shall  throw  the  beginning 
of  this  work  over  into  another  spring.  I 
think  there  is  not  a  citizen  of  Boston  but 
who  feels  that  during  this  year  some  pro- 
gress ought  to  be  made  towards  getting  an  inde- 
pendent supnly  of  water  into  Boston  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  'moment.  For  one,  having  thor- 
oughly considered  this  matter,  and  listened  with 
pleasure  to  the  arguments  of  many  gentlemen 
lastyear,  I  have  fully  made  up  my  mind,  and 
doubt  not  that  many  others  have  done  the  same.  If 
there  should  be  any  number  of  gentlemen  who 
desire  longer  time' to  consider  this  matter,  of 
course  we  ought,  in  courtesy,  to  uostooue  the 
vote  upon  this  question  until  another  meeting ;  if 
not,  I  hope  the  vote  will  be  taken  tonight,  as  l  be- 
lieve a  majority  of  the  members  are  ready  to  act 
upon  this  question. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Since  we  were  driven 
by  what  seemed  to  be  rot  only  an  unfortunate  but 
an  absolute  necessity  to  adopt  Sudbury  River  as  a 
source  of  water  supply,  and  are  obliged  to  pay  for 
it,  I  think  we  all  agree  that  we  should  utilize  it  in 
such  a  way  that  Boston  shall  no  longer  suffer  for 
want  of  water;  that  we  shall    have  water  to  use 


for  our  fountains,  manufactures  and  other  desira- 
ble purposes.  So  long  as  we  have  to  pay  for  an 
ample  quantity  of  water  we  wanl  the  use  and  en- 
joyment of  it;  and  I  suppose  that  we  shall  all 
agree  that  we  do  need  some  kind  of  a  conduit  to 
give  us  an  ample  enjoyment  and  use  of  that  water 
for  which  we  have  to  pay.  I  have  had  a  strong 
feeling  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  merit  in  the 
project  advocated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  It  certainly  had  the  recommendation  of  econo- 
my, and  one  of  my  reasons  for  being  unwilling  to 
vote  for  the  Farm  Pond  conduit  last 
year  was  that  I  hoped  we  should  have 
a  thorough  investigation  of  this  subject.  I 
saw  with  great  pleasure  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  was  placed  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water,  and  also  that  the  committee  under- 
went, at  ths  commencement  of  the  year,  almost  a 
total  change.  Not  that  I  had  a  lack  of  confidence 
in  the  gentlemen  composing  the  committee  of  last 
year;  but  I  thought  perhaps  they  might  have  an 
undue  bias  towards  a  scheme*  which  they  had 
been  looking  into  so  long.  I  was  glad,  therefore, 
that  the  committee  was  almost  entirely  new,  and 
I  urged  upon  my  fiiend  on  my  left  [Mr.  Sweet- 
ser]  that  this  plan  of  constructing  another 
conduit  to  the  lake  should  be  "thorough- 
ly investigated,  and  he  Assured  me  that  he  would 
give  it  as  com plete  an  examination  as  he  could. 
Now,  that  committee  have  reported  in  favor  of 
the  Farm  Pond  conduit,  precisely  as  last  year's 
committee  did.  The  result  is  that  it  is  approved 
by  the  Mayor  and  has  received  a  unanimous  vote 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Now,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, what  will  be  the  result  if  we  refuse 
to  vote  for  the  appropriation,  or  let  it  lie  upon 
the  table  permanently  and  keep  it  here?  Of 
course,  toe  work  will  be  at  a  standstill.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  probability  that  all  these  powers 
in  the  Government  will  turn  to  another  scheme. 
My  own  little  experience  in  such  affairs  is,  that 
while  this  Council  is  very  strong  to  defeat  a 
scheme  which  does  not *  meet  its  approval, 
it  has  ver>T  little  power  to  get  the  other  branches 
to  adopt  another  scheme.  Now,  the  question  is, 
is  it  advisable  to  be  still  during  the  coming  sum- 
mer, whan  I  think  it  will  be  agreed  that  probably 
labor  will  be  cheaper  than  it  is  likely  to  be  in 
many  years,  and  the  cost  of  construction  will 
probably  be  lower  than  in  any  other  season  for 
many  years.  Money  is  now  so  easy  that  city 
bonds  sold  in  the  market  a  few  days  ago  at  Uf3*&, 
the  highest  price  for  many  years;  last  vear  they 
were  about  98.  That  makes  a  marked  difference 
also  in  favor  of  this  year  for  the  work,  while  if 
we  lie  still  we  must  lose  the  enjoyment  of  this 
water  that  we  have  to  pay  tor.  Inder  all  those 
circumstances,  with  so  little  to  be  accomplished 
by  delay,  aud  so  little  actual  fact  adduced  in  be- 
half of  the  smaller  conduit  to  Lake  Cochituate.  it 
seems  to  me  to  be,  on  the  whole,  wisest  to  vote 
for  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Wrilson  of  Ward  12 — I  desire  to  place  myself 
right  before  the  Council,  because  it  would  seem 
by  the  remarks  of  mv  colleague  [Mr.  Sweetser], 
on  the  committee,  that  I  have  been  derelict  in  my 
duty.  I  do  not  admit  that  I  am  in  that  position. 
I  do  not  think  any  gentleman  is  bound  to  present 
an  elaborate  plan  at  his  own  expense,  when  he 
undertakes  to  dissect  one  befote  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  discussed  the  subject  in  committee  as  1 
have  before  the  Council,  I  asked  questions  which 
indicated  the  line  of  thought  which  occupied  iuj 
mind.  There  is  no  present  exigency,  in  my  judg- 
ment, for  bringing  this  large  supply  of  water  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  If  it  is  to  be  decided  that 
we  do"  not  need  70,000,000  gallons  daily, 
why  should  we  have  it  now?  The  Water 
Register  was  present  at  the  committee  meeting, 
and  showed  me  that  20,000,000  gallons  daily 
would  be  ample  for  twenty  five  years.  Now  the 
question  is,  Are  we  anxious  to  provide  a  supply 
of  water  which  will  last  longer  than  twenty -ftve 
years?  If  we  are,  then  the  matter  assumes 
another  phase.  If  it  is  a  matter  of  volume,  then 
there  is  no  choice  but  to  take  the  more  ex  pensive 
scheme.  No  matter  what  the  obstacles  are  on 
any  route,  they  can  he  overcome.  The  City  Engi- 
neer assured  me  and  stated  to  the  committee  that, 
by  the  plan  which  I  suggested,  and  which  seems 
to  be  reasonable  and  proper,  at  least  a  million  and 
a  half  or  three  quarters  could  be  saved.  Now  the 
question  resolves  itself  into  this,  Shall  we  appro- 
priate money  to  procure  70,000,000  daily  when  we 
need  only  *  20,000.000?  If  it  is  desired  to 
put  the  whole  into  one  order,  and  vote 
for  all  these  things  at  once.  1  shad  vote 
no.    If  it  is  left  to  us'  to  pass   upon  these  things 
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separate  from  each  other,  1  will  vote  for  some  of 
them.  I  have  been  drawn  into  such  things  too 
many  rimes.  It  was  the  case  when  they  brought  in 
the  Lake  Cochituate  plan;  they  first  asked  for 
$'.100,000;  when  that  was  gone  through  with  they 
asked  for  $500,000  more.  Then  I  urged  that  the 
work  should  be  done  by  contract.  After  that 
money  was  spent  they  came  in  and  said  there 
had  been  some  miscalculation  and  some  change 
of  plans,  and  they  wanted  another  half  million, 
and  so  on,  till  the  work  which  was  to  be  doi.e  for 
$1,500,000  cost  $2,500,000.  It  is  my  candid  opinion 
that  the  result  will  be  the  same  in  this 
case.  Now,  if  what  we  want  is  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  water  and  no  more— and 
20,000,000  gallons  a  day  >s  enough  for  twenty  years, 
the  Water  Registrar  says ;  then  a  conduit  that 
will  last  twenty-five  years  is  luge  enough,  and  the 
proper  place  to  put  it  is  alongside  of  the  eld  cue. 
The  city  owns  much  of  that  land — I  cannot  get  a 
definite  statement,  the  last  time  1  asked  fort  lie 
plans  I  was  told  they  were  being  bound—and  that 
will  be  a  saving  of  half  a  million ,  The  matter  of  the 
conduit  is  not  a  question  of  supply.  1  sufficiently 
indicated  in  the  committee  that  I  believed  in 
so  utilizing  these  sources  as  to  gee  as  large  a  sup- 
ply as  we  may  want.  But  the  connection  between 
Farm  Pond  and  the  lake,  as  it  is  today,  will  sup- 
ply Lake  Cochituate  and  keep  it  full.  This 
temporary  conuuit  can  be  improved  and  made 
permanent  at  a  slight  expense,  and  then  we 
can  bring  the  Sudbury  water  here  by  the 
proposed  conduit.  The  'first  thing  is  to  get 
the  water,  and  then  to  bring  it  here.  If  the  ques- 
tion is,  Shall  we  furnish  a  water  supply  for  all 
time?  then  I  am  content,  and  we  must  have  a 
large  volume  of  water.  But  it  does  seem  too  bad 
to  plunge  into  this  excessive  expense  simply  to 
enjoy  this  large  amount  of  water  that  is  not  need- 
ed'. I  believe  in  a  huge  and  adequate  supply  ot 
water.  It  was  testified  by  the  Water  Registrar 
that  20,000,000  gallons  will  be  ample  for  twenty- 
five  years.  If  this  matter  is  pressed  tonight,  I 
Shall  feel  constrained  to  vote  against  the  orders, 
because  I  shall  not  vote  for  what  I  believe  is  an 
unnecessary  expense.  It  is  linked  with  that  which 
I  believe  to  be  right  and  just  and  should  be 
adopted.  I  am  not  in  the  health  and  strength 
to  take  the  initiative  in  this  matter,  but 
1  felt  it  my  duty  to  express  my  views  to  the  Coun- 
cil. There  are  two  points  in  these  orders  that  I 
approve  of  and  which  are  essential  to  the  devel- 
opment of  the  source  of  supply.  The  question  is 
as  to  the  rnethoj  of  bringing  this  water  to  the 
city.  I  am  in  favor  of  doing  that  at  a  reasonable 
expense,  but  I  am  opposed  to  any  unnecessary  and 
excessive  expenditure. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14—1  should  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  who  is  an  engineer,  to  state 
how  he  thinks  a  new  conduit  could  be  laid  beside 
the  old  one  with  perfect  safety. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— It  is  n't  necess?ry  to 
build  it  within  a  specified  area.  It  might  be  sev- 
eral feet  or  less ;  no  man  would  put  it  within  six 
feet  when  he  had  thirty.  On  most  of  the  line 
there  is  no  practical  difficrlty  in  putting  it  within 
as  small  a  distance  as  six  feet  from  the  old  con- 
duit, though  [  could  not  give  any  definite  distance 
now.  The  City  Engineer  has  stated  that  it  could 
be  put  within  a  distance  of  thirty  feet.  There 
would  be  no  greater  difficulty  in  building  one 
conduit  beside  another  than  there  is  in  building 
one  sewer  beside  another.  It  is  done  every  day. 
Both  would  he  full  of  water,  and  botn  are  made 
of  the  same  material,  and  one  is  about  as  large 
as  the  other. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— Mr.  Chesbrough  of 
Chicago  was  in  this  citv  a  fortnight  since,  and  the 
question  was  asked  him  if  it  would  be  safe  to 
build  a  new  conduit  beside  the  present  one.  His 
reply  was  that  no  engineer  would  allow  such  a 
thing  to  be  done,  for  it  would  not  be  safe.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  makes  a  misstatement, 
though  unintentionally  probably,  when  he  says 
we  are  spending  money  here  to  oring  70,000,000 

gallons  into  Boston.  We  are  spending  money  to 
ring  40,000  000  into  Boston.  We  shall  have  to 
spend  money  to  bring  70,000,000  hers  when  the  res- 
ervoirs are  built;  and  while  we  are  building  this 
conduit  we  want  to  make  it  of  such  a  capacity 
that  it  will  conduct  the  supply  from  those  reser- 
voirs. But  the  expense  we  are  providing  for  now 
is  for  40,000,000  gallons. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  believe  my  statement  is  correct. 
The  conduit  is  for  70,000,000  gallons,  and  not  for 
40,000,000. 

Mr.  Sweetser — We  are  building  reservoirs  for 
40,000,000  gallons,  and  a  conduit  for  70,000,000,  in- 


stead of  having  to  construct  another  conduit  a 
few  years  hence  m  order  to  biing  that  quantity 
into  the  cily  of  Boston. 

Mr.Leighton  of  Ward  1— I  think  that  a  plentiful 
supfly  of  pure  water  is  important  and  something 
that  the  city  of  Bdston  should  have.  But  before 
we  expend  so  large  a  sum  of  money  for  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  water  I  think  we  should 
adopt  mtasures  for  the  purification  of  the  pres- 
ent supply.  According  to  the  report  of  the  Medi- 
cal Commission  I  find  that  the  Sudbury 
needs  purification  before  it  will  be  fit 
for  domestic  use;  and  the  Mystic  is  entirely 
unfit  for  domestic  purposes,  according  to  that  re- 
poit.  If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  read 
that  report  they  will  find  that  the  Mystic  is  almost 
poisonous.  I  think  this  question  should  be  divid- 
ed, and  that  we  should  act  upon  the  storage  basins 
and  prrper  means  of  purification  first. 

Mi.  Crocker  of  Ward  G — In  regard  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  about  the  purification  of 
the  water,  it  will  tai-e  two  or  three  years  to  build 
this  aqueduct,  which  will  be  time  enough  to  allow 
the  water  to  purify  before  it  is  brought  in.  The 
objection  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  12  is  that 
the  expense  of  this  Faim  Pond  conduit  is  un- 
necessary at  the  present  time.  Plainly  it  is  not. 
The  city  Voted  last  year  to  take  Sudbury  River, 
and  the  question  now  comes  up,  In  what 
way  shall  we  bring  the  water  into  the 
city?  It  is  important  that  we  should  come  to  an 
early  decision  upon  this  question.  It  is  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  the  present  aqueduct  is  running 
full,  and  carrying  more  gallons  per  oay  lhan  was 
ever  intended,  and  it  is  liable  to  break  down  at 
any  moment,  especially  if  forced  beyond  its  pres- 
ent capacity.  If  that  happens,  in  my  opinion,  be- 
fore this  new  conduit  is  built,  the  city  of  Boston 
will  be  in  a  bad  predicament,  having  nothing  to 
bring  the  water  into  the  city  with,  although  it  has 
plenty  of  water  twenty  or  thirty  miles  out  of  the 
city.  For  that  iea°ou  it  is  plain  to  me  that  we 
should  be  prompt  in  providing  the  means  to 
bring  this  water  to  Boston,  and  not  let  this  sum- 
mer be  frittered  away  in  talk,  so  that  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  years  we  may  have 
an  ample  and  sufficient  supply  — so  that  we 
may  not  ou'y  have  what  we  nowhave— a  conduit 
forced  beyond  its  capacity  to  bring  what  we  need 
— but  that  we  may  be  able  to  extend  our  pipes  in- 
to Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  and  promptly 
answer  the  calls  for  water  for  all  sorts  of  mechan- 
ical purposes,  and  which  have  to  be  refused.  All 
the  reasons  show  that  we  need  a  new  conduit  that 
will  give  a  greater  supply  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Then  the  question  arises.  Which  is 
the  right  way  to  bring  it?  That  is  a  com- 
plicated question,  Which  is  the  best  line 
for  the  conduit?  involydng  many  considerations, 
all  of  which  are  difficult  for  us  to  appreciate.  But 
there  are  a  few  considerations  which  can  easily 
be  unoerstood.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
says  it  is  perfectly  easy  to  build  a  conduit 
alongside  of  the  old  one,  because  it  is  easy  to 
build  a  sewer  alongside  of  another  one.  If  he 
bases  his  faith  in  a  new  conduit  beside  the  old 
one  on  the  pressure  of  the  sewer,  it  seems  plain  to 
me  his  whole  foundation  is  not  sound,  and  that  we 
should  not  trust  him  or  his  scheme  for  a  moment. 
Gentlemen  know  very  well  that  a  sewer  runs  with 
very  little  water  in  it,  ano  if  another  one  breaks 
down  beside  it  there  is  no  particular  harm  done; 
it  can  be  repaired  very  easily  with  a  few  bricks. 
But  if  the  old  conduit,  running  under  pressure 
wit'  20,000,000  gallons  a  day,  should  break,  and 
all  Lake  Cochituate  begins  to  run  out  of  the 
opening,  how  is  that  to  be  stopped?  It 
has  to  be  telegraphed  to  the  station  be- 
fore the  water  can  be  shut  off,  and  gentlemen 
know  the  immense  damage  water  does  if  it  is  run 
underpressure.  If  the  supports  of  this  old  con- 
duit give  way,  there  would  be  an  immense  rush  of 
water,  and  a  large  amount  of  mischief  would  be 
done.  Then  suppose  the  new  conduit  success- 
fully built  neside  the  old  one,  is  n't  it  plain  that, 
with  the  two  iu  such  dangerous  proximity,  If  a 
break  should  occur,  the  new  one  would  be  dam- 
aged and  the  supply  of  the  city  cut  off?  while  if 
one  sewer  breaks,  the  water  from  that  could  be 
carried  off  by  the  other  one.  If  we  have  a  conduit 
by  an  independent  route,  when  one  breaks  the  city's 
supply  is  safe.  It  is  plain  to  me  that  the  route 
by  the  side  of  the  old  one  is  not  the  proper  route. 
It  is  not  safe  to  build  it  so,  and  it  would  not  be 
safe  after  it  was  built.  With  regard  to  taking 
tne  Farm  Pond  route,  the  question  comes  as  to 
the  size  of  the  conduit.  Gentlemen,  understand 
that  while  you  are  building  a  conduit  it  will  not 
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add  seriously  to  the  expense  to  make  it  twice  the 
size  and  carry  four  times  the  amount  of  water  we 
need,  and  then  we  shall  be  ready  for  the  future. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
cut  riown  the  size  of  the  conduit.  It  will  take  a 
little  more  bricks  and  labor,  but  the  increased  ex- 
pense for  a,  larger  conduit  will  not  be  by  any 
means  disproportionate  to  the  larger  supply 
obtained.  Then  we  shall  have  by  that  con- 
duit the  means  of  bringing  an  ample  supply  to 
Boston,  even  if  Lake  Cochituate  and  the  Mystic 
should  give  out.  Gentlemen  should  consider  that 
this  matter  requires  a  two- thirds  vote.  I  suppose 
there  is  no  question  that  the  scheme  for  bringing 
the  water  by  the  old  line  of  conduit  cannot  corn- 
rnand  a  two-thiidsvote  in  this  branch.  The  ques- 
tion is  between  this  scheme  and  no  water  at  all, 
or  a  postponement  of  the  whole  question.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  a  majority  on  one  side  or  the 
other;  it  is  a  questionof  gettinga  two-thirds  vote, 
which  we  must  get  or  p-istpone  this  whole  matter. 
I  believe  that  the  only  plan  for  a  conduit  which 
can  command  a  two-thirds  vote  is  that  from  Farm 
Pond. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1— To  show  that  only  a  slight 
excess  of  water  over  that  in  the  lake  is  needed,  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  members  to  page  34  of 
City  Documeut  No.  29  of  1873: 

"To  secure  the  estimated  supply  of  40,000,000 
gallons  per  day,  seven  ni^w  storage  reservoirs  or 
basins  are  required,  as  bas  been  before  demon- 
strated. It  will  be  many  years  before  such  a  sup- 
ply is  needed.  For  a  while  the  Sudbury  water  will 
be  used  for  short  periods  in  each  year  only,  to  tide 
over  the  times  when  there  is  a  deficie»*y  or  some 
temporary  impurity  in  the  '"ochituate  supply." 

Now,  sir,  as  the  city  is  now  supplied  with  the 
water  of  Sudbury  River,  and  as  there  is  no  danger 
of  a  water  famine,  and  as  this  is  too  important  a 
matter  to  he  passed  upon  tonight,  I  move  that  it 
be  specially  assigned  to  next  Thursday  evening  at 
8%  o'clock. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  W  rd  9—1  hope  the  motion  to  as- 
sign will  not  prevail.  It  seems  to  be  forgotten 
that  this  subject  is  not  a  new  one.  It  has  been 
thoroughly  discussed  tor  two  years.  All  the  evi- 
dence that  can  be  produced  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter has  been  brought  forward,  and.  as  has  been 
said  tonight,  all  aie  substantially  agreed  up- 
on the  course  to  be  pursued.  That  being 
the  case,  we  have  nothing  to  set  against 
it  except  opinions  not  supported  by  evi- 
dence. The  evidence  has  not  been  adduced  and  ' 
we  should  not  set  up  our  opinions  against  the 
mass  of  evidence  we  have  here.  If  this  order  is 
not  passed  it  simply  means  delay.  It  is  n't  possi- 
ble that  all  the  evidence  brought  here  can  be  ig- 
nored, or  that  the  gentlemen  having  the  subject 
in  charge  will  change  their  opinions.  Every  gen- 
tleman here  thinks  delay  is  dangerous.  I  don't 
propose  to  go  into  this  matter,  as  it  has  been 
thoroughly  discussed,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  two 
or  three  points  in  favor  of  the  plan  should  be  al- 
luded to.  First,  the  increase  in  grade ;  instead  of 
three  inches  in  height  we  get  twelve.  Every  en- 
gineer will  see  that  is  a  great  advantage.  Next, 
if  the  conduit  is  carried  to  the  lake,  the  grade 
of  the  present  one  must  be  followed,  and  the 
grade  is  such  that  the  new  one  will  inev- 
itably be  thrown  in  close  juxtaposition  to  the  old 
one.  That  is  stated  by  all  engineers  to  be  danger- 
ous, and  it  doesn't  require  special  knowledge  of 
engineering  to  see  that.  Another  advantage  is 
that  the  Farm  Fond  source  will  be  independent, 
and  as  this  matter  has  been  fully  discussed,  I  hope 
the  ordeis  will  be  acted  upon  tonight. 

Mr.  Barrigan  of  Waid  1 — I  agree  with  my  col- 
league from  Ward  1  ii>  regard  to  this  matter.  I 
have  n't  had  time  to  post  myself  upon  these  con- 
duits and  Siphons,  or  any  of  those  things,  as  I 
probably  ought  to  do.  But.  I  know  something  of  the 
water  1  am  compelled  to  use  and  would  like  to  see 
the  City  Government  puiify  it.  I  don't  wish  to  be 
understood  as  opposing  any  plan  for  the  city  of 
Boston  enjoying  ample  water  facilities;  but  I  do 
think  it  is  due  to  the  new  members  that  they  may 
hear  the  reasous  given  by  the  older  heads,  aud 
then  they  would  vote  more  understaudingly— 
I  should,  I  know.  As  the  matter  is  tonight 
I  must  vote  against  it.  I  have  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  the  aentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  is  an 
eugineer,  and  he  has  met  my  ideas  of  this  water 
business.  But  there  are  other  gentlemen  who 
think  they  are  engineers,  and  tell  about  building 
sewers,  and  I  think  they  know  less  about  it  than 
the  gentleman  who  has*  given  his  views  here  to- 
night, and  I  am  willing  to  take  his  word. 


Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — I  trust  some  action  may 
be  taken  tonight.  From  the  veiy  nature  of  the 
case  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  many  members  to 
know  anything  of  the  matter  personally.  Wh  at- 
ever  we  know  comes  from  the  engineers.  The  sub- 
ject has  been  under  discussion  two  years,  and 
there  are  large  documents  containing  details  of 
all  the  schemes  proposed.  If  gentlemen  wished  to 
post  themselves  they  have  had  time  during  the 
astfew  years. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  hope  nothing  will  be  done  this 
evening,  and  if  the  gentleman  last  up  desires  to 
go  it  blind,  I  do  not.  I  do  not  propose  to  indorse 
the  report  of  the  committee  or  an  engineer  until 
I  have  examined  it.  I  understand  that  this  con- 
duit will  not  be  finished  for  two  years,  so  that  the 
delay  of  a  week  or  two  will  make  no  difference  in 
the  procuring  "of  the  water.  I  am  heartily  in  fa- 
vor of  bringing  an  adequate  supply  of  water  to 
Boston,  but  I  submit  that  there  is  no  occasion  for 
ruslliLgit  through.  I  want  to  vote  for  it,  audi 
think  I  shall  he  better  prepared  after  a  week's 
delay  than  I  am  now. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— It  is  due  to  the  mem- 
bers not  posted  on  this  subject  that  the  order 
should  lie  over.  It  should  not  be  forced,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  postponed  till  next  Thursday,  and 
that  gentlemen  will  take  pains  to  post  themselves. 
If  they  will  call  on  Mr.  Davis  I  think  they  will 
learn  something  of  the  needs  of  the  city  that  they 
do  not  know. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  agree  with  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  is  a  minority 
of  the  committee,  and  for  that  reason  I  would 
support  his  motion.  He  is  the  only  member  of 
the  committee  who  is  an  engineer  by  profession, 
and  he  has  undertaken  to  give  some  reasons,  and 
asks  that  it  be  postponed  another  week.  I  listened 
to  everything  said  last  year,  but  a  majority  of  the 
Council  did  not.  I  see  a  member  of  the  Council 
from  the  Sixth  Ward  [Mr.  Crocker],  get  up  here 
and  at  one  fell  swoop  blot  out  of  exi  tence  the 
gentleman's  idea  that  a  conduit  can  be  built 
beside  the  old  one,  when  an  engineer  of  the 
city  told  me  last  year  it  could  be  done.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  an  appropriation  tor  water  sup- 
ply, but  not  tonight,  when  gentlemen  make  a  re- 
quest to  have  it  lie  over,  and  I  believe  the  people 
of  Boston  are  in  favor  of  giving  him  time.  He 
has  given  new  and  substantial  reasons  tonight 
wbich  are  worthy  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  wish  to  say  thit  in 
what  I  said  I  had  no  intention  of  conveying  the 
idea  that  I  was  willing  to  go  it  blind  in  this  mat- 
ter. But  it  is  a  subject  upon  which  we  have  to 
go  it  blind,  so  to  speak.  Probably  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  the  only  one  who  has  any  knowl- 
edge of  engineering,  and  is  able  to  judge  of  it 
from  practical  information.  What  I  meant  to 
say  was  that  all  our  evidence  must  necessarily  be 
cumulative. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  don't  know  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  meant  me,  but  I  am 
confident  I  did  not  say  it  was  impossible 
to  build  a  conduit  beside  the  old  one. 
What  I  did  say  was,  I  considered  that 
it  would  be  unsafe  to  attempt  to  build 
one  by  the  side  of  the  old  one.  and  if  it  was  built, 
that  both  conduits  would  be  in  an  unsafe  condi- 
tion. I  enforced  my  argument  by  referring  to  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who  said 
you  could  build  a  sewer  beside  another 
one.  because  it  was  done  every  day,  aud  there 
is  no  trouble.  These  are  two  very  different  matters. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ward*  12  believe^  that  a 
conduit  beside  the  old  one  will  Vie  no  more  unsafe 
than  one  sewer  beside  another.  I  think  we  hare 
evidence  enough  to  show  that  he  is  mis- 
taken. The  sewer  has  but  little  water,  the 
conduit  has  20,000,000  gallons,  passing  through  it 
daily;  if  the  sewer  breaks  no  great  farm  is  done; 
if  the  conduit  breaks  an  immense  amount  of  mis- 
chief will  be  done  befoie  the  water  cau  be  shut 
off.  That  one  conduit  could  be  built  beside  an- 
other I  have  uo  doubt. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

-  BADGES. 

The  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
whereby  was  rejected  the  order  Jor  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  committee  to  procure  badges 
for  such  members  of  the  Common  Council  as  de- 
sire them,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $15  for  each 
badge,  was  considered  under  the  head  of  unfin- 
ished business,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7.  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to 
Thursday  next,  at  S  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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ELECTIONS. 
The  following  elections  were  helri. 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  G-rounds. 
Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Perkins  of  Ward  16, 
and  Sibley  of  Ward  20  wr re  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Before  proceeding  to 
this  election  I  desire  to  srare  that  J  understand 
that  a  letter  has  been  written  either  to  the  com- 
mittee who  made  this  nomination  [Mr.  John  Gal- 
vin]  or  else  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Common,  by  some  one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  sent  a  petition  for  the  election  of 
Mr.  Hermann  Grundel  to  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
desiring  to  withdraw  his  recommendation 
for  Mr.  Grundel,  and  it  has  been  stated 
around  city  hall  and  among  the  people  that  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  take  that  action 
were  such  that  would  preclude  any  gentleman 
who  had  not  made  a  thorough  investigation  of  all 
the  facts  in  the  case  from  voting  for  Mr.  Grundcll 
for  this  position.  Such  being  the  fact,  and  as  I 
desire  to  have  fair  play  prevail  in  tnis  matter, 
and  it  being  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  ordinary 
dictates  of  fair  play,  1  wish  to  ^tate  that  I  have  in 
my  possession  letters  from  Mr.  Horatio  Harris, Mr. 
E.  W.  Parker  and  Mr.  P.  A.  Howard,  some  of  whom, 
if  not  all,  are  well  known  to  the  members  of  the 
Council,  which  are  in  the  strongest  degree  com- 
mendatory of  the  honesty,  capacity  and  ability  of 
Mi.  Grundel  to  fill  this  position  As  an  act  of 
justice  to  Mr.  Grundel  under  the  circumstances, 
and  that  every  member  of  this  Council  may  un- 
derstand tins'  matter  and  act  with  a  foil  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  facts,  J  would  respectfully  beg 
leave  from  the  Council  to  read  these  letters.  Mr. 
Harris  writes,  under  date  of  Feb.  10— 

Mr,  Flj  nn  of  Ward  7—1  would  inquire  to  whom 
those  letters  are  addiessed. 

Mr.  Perkins— They  are  addressed  to  any  gentle- 
man who  desires  to  know  the  ti  nth  in  regard  to 
this  matter. 

Mr.  Flynn— My  point  is  that  if  they  are  private 
letters  addressed  to  any  member  of  the  Council, 
they  are  noi  in  order  to  be  read. 

The  President— The  Chair  rules  that  if  objec- 
tion is  made,  unless  the  gentleman  shows  that  the 
letters  ave  in  the  nature  of  a  public  communica- 
tion, the  reading  of  them  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  tJeikins— Can  1  send  them  to  the  Chair  and 
have  them  read  for  the  benefit  of  the  Council? 

The  President— Unless  they  are  shown  to  be  in 
the  nature  of  public  communications  they  cannot 
be  read  if  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  IVrkins — Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
maintain  his  objections? 

Mr  Flynn— I  do. 

The  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

Whole  numbr  r  of  votes  cast 65 

Necessary  to  a  choice 33 

John  Galvin  had 41 

Hermann  Grundel 24 

And  Mr.  Galvin  was  declared  elected.  Certifi- 
cate sent  up. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  Messrs 
Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Whitmore  of  Ward  4, 
and  Tb.acb.er  or  Ward  15  were  the  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 60 

Necessary  for  a  choice , 31 

James  C.  Tucker 59 

And     one   ballot   for   Robert    W.    Hall,  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Lands. 
And  Mr.  Tucker  was  declared  elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

Harbor  Master.      Messrs.  Duggan    of   Ward   5, 
Day  of  Ward  1,  and  Beal  of  Ward  16  were  the  com- 
mittee  to   collect   and   count   votes.     They  re- 
ported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 49 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

John  T.  Gardner 4K 

George  A.  Shaw 1 

And  Mr.  Gardner  was     declared    elected.     Cer- 
tificite  sent  up. 

City  Surveyor.  Messrs.  Walbridge  of  Ward  12, 
Howes  of  Ward  11,  and  Coyle  of  Ward  13  were  the 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported— 

Whole  numberof  votes 45 

Necessary  to  a  choice 23 

Thomas-W.  Davis 44 

W.  F.  Davis 1 

And  Mr.  Davis  was  elected.    Certificate  sent  up. 

Superintendent  of  Streets.  Messrs.  Morrison  of 
Ward  9,  Lappen  of  Ward  12  and  Hicks  of  Ward  8 
were  the  committee  to  collect  and  co-vnt  votes. 
They  reported  — 

Whole  numberof  votes 44 

Necessary  for  a  choice 23 

Charles  Harris  bad 43 

Charles  B.  Bickford 1 


Aud  Mr.  Harris  was  declared  elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lands.  Messrs.  Page 
of  Ward 9,  Goldthwait  of  Waul  11,  and  Harrigan 
of  Ward  1  were  the  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes.    They  reported— 

Whole  number  of  votes 46 

Necessary  for  a  choice .     24 

Robert  W .  Hall 46 

And  Mr.  Hall  was  declared   elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

City  Engineer.  Messrs.  Anderson  of  Ward  3, 
Leighton  of  Ward  1,  and  Stacey  of  Ward  21  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 43 

Necessary  to  a  choice 22 

Joseph  P.  Davis  had 42 

William  H.  Bradley 1 

And  Mr.  Davis  was  declared  elected.  Certificate 
sent  up. 

Superintendent  of  Common  Servers.  Messrs. 
Shaw  of  Ward  5,  Kingsley  of  Ward  3,  and  Os- 
borne of  Ward  8  were  the  emmittee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  ot  voteB 43 

Necessary  to  a  choice 22 

William    H.   Bradley 37 

Charles   D.  Bickford (j 

And  Mr.  Bradley  was   declared  elected.     Certifi- 
cate sent  up. 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  drove  Cemetery. 
Messrs.  Clarke  of  Ward  16,  Cushman  of  Ward  1, 
and  Collins  ot  Ward  2  were  the  committee  to  col- 
lect aud  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 44 

Necessary  for  a  choice 23 

Prank  L.  Tileston  had 39 

Thomas  J.  Anderson 2 

John  H.  Haven 3 

And  Mr.  Tileston  was  declared  elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

Water  Registrar.  Messrs.  Train  of  Ward  13, 
Leighton  of  Ward  1,  and  Harmon  of  Ward  6  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 41 

Necessary  for  a  choice ' 22 

William  F.  Davis  had 40 

Amos  L.  Noyes 1 

And  Mr.  Davis   was  declared  elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

City  Solicitor.  Messrs.  Crocker  of  Ward  6, 
Wals'.i  of  Ward  5,  and  Damon  of  Ward  12  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 44 

Necessary  to  a  choice 23 

John  P.  Healv  bad 38 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 3 

George  A.  Shaw 2 

John  A.  Duggan 1 

And  Mr.  Healy  was  declared  elected.    Certificate 
sent  up. 

First  Assistant  Assessors.  Certificate  of  the 
election  by  the  Board  of  Aldei  men  of  33  first  as- 
sistant assessors.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward 
9,  the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes  con- 
sisted of  five  members  instead  of  the  usual  num- 
ber, three.  The  President  appointed  Messrs. 
Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Bracked  of  Ward  10,  Jaques  of 
Ward  9,  Kimball  ot  Ward  6,  and  Cawley  of  Ward 
2.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 64 

Necessary  to  a  choice 33 

William  J .  Ellis  61 

John  Noble 62 

George  D.  Ricker 52 

John  Brown 55 

Horace  Loring 59 

Charles  K.  Jackson 43 

P.  Ambrose  Young 62 

William  H.  Cunay 60 

Edward  F.  Robinson 64 

Theophilus  Burr 61 

George  F.  Williams 62 

Otis  Rich 62 

Joseph  R.  Grose 60 

Ed  win  B.  Spinney 58 

Joseph  L.  Drew 61 

John  H.  Giblin 59 

L.  Foster  Morse 60 

George  F.  Da  vis 43 

Andrew  J.  Browne 63 

George  A.  Comins 60 

Phineas  B.  Smith 60 

William  Wi  thington 62 

Henry  Pierce 62 

John  Pierce 62 

Charles  Nowell 56 

Gideon  Walker 57 

Henry  W.  Dickerman 62 

Joshua  S.  Duncklee 61 

William  B.  Long 62 

Nahum  Chapin 63 

George  S.  Pendergast 64 

James  K.  Crowley 27 

Abraham  G.  Wyman 55 
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Michael  Carney 61 

Charles  F.  McDavitt 13 

A.  E.'Hnlden 21 

James  Healey 5 

Roger  H.  Scannell 17 

George  H.  Williams 9 

Isaac  F.  Atwood ...   3 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 8 

Horatio  N.  Holbrook 2 

Peter  Mulvey 1 

Edwin  R.  Spinney 1 

Roger  Kelly 1 

Nahum  Capen 1 

John  Conley 1 

Samuel  S.  Cudworth 2 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  declared 
elected  irj  concurrence:  William  J.  Ellis,  John 
Noble,  George  D.  Ricker,  TbeophilusBurr,  P.  Am- 
brose Young,  Jobn  Brown,  Edwin  B.  Spinney, 
Horace  Loring.  Joseph  L.  Drew,  Charles  E.  Jack- 
son, John  H.  Giblin,  Abraham  G.  Wyman,  Wil- 
liam H.  Cundy,  Charles  Nowell,  Edward  F.  Robin- 
son, George  P.  Williams,  Otis  Rich,  Joseph  R. 
Grose,  L.  Foster  Morse,  Andrew  J.  Browne, 
George  A.  Comins,  Phineas  B.  Smith,  William 
Withmgton,  Henry  Pierce,  John  Pierce,  Gideon 
Walker,  Henry  W.  Dickerman,  Joshua  S.  Dunck- 
lee,  Nabum  Ohapin,  George  S.  Pendergast,  Wil- 
liam B.  Long,  George  F.  Davis. 

And  Michael  Carney  was  declared  elected  in 
non-concurrence.    Certificate  sent  up. 

BEQUESTS   FROM  THE  SCHOOL   COMMITTEE. 

Communications  from  tbe  School  Committee 
were  received  covering  requests  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  Bigelow  School  District; 
for  an  appropriation  of  $400  for  a  room  for  teach- 
ing gymnastics  in  the  Latin  School;  for  fitting  up 
the  basement  of  the  Roxbury  High  School  build- 
ing for  a  laboratory ;  for  provision  for  an  addition- 
al room  in  the  schoolbouse  on  Boston  street,  Ward 
16. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  ENGINEER. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Engineer  (City 
Doc.  No.  19)  was  leceived  and  sent  up. 

The  expenditures  from  the  department  and 
other  appropriations  were  $35,014.31;  balance  of 
appropriation  Jan  1,  811,946.69. 

The  average  daily  consumption  from  the  Co- 
ehituate  works  for  each  mouth  of  the  past  year 
has  been  as  follows : 

Gallons.  Gallons. 

January 18,651,300       July 21,386,200 

February 19,103,850       August 20,127,800 

March 17,657,300       September 20,02'.' ,600 

April 15,929.600       October 19,320,!  ft) 

May 16,731 ,900       November 14,319,500 

June 19,239,750       December 16,407,950 

The  average  daily  consumption  for  the  year 
from  the  Cochituate  works  has  been  18,074,900  gal- 
lons. 

During  November  and  December,  57,191,258  gal- 
lons were  supplied  to  the  city  proper  from  the 
Mystic  works;  equivalent  to  an  average  daily 
supply  of  1,468,578  gallons  in  November,  and  423,- 
675  gallons  >n  December,  and  to  an  average  daily 
supply  of  156,690  gallons  for  the  year.  The  Ja- 
maica Pond  works  supply  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred thousand  gallons  per  day  (say  250,000),  to  its 
consumers  in  Roxbury;  hence  the  average  daily 
consumption  for  the  year  in  the  city  proper,  South 
Boston,  Dorchester  and  a  part  of  Roxbury  has 
been  about  18,482,600  gallons. 

ICY    SIDEWALKS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  who  were  requested  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  change  is  needed  in  the 
ordinances  to  better  protect  the  sidewalks  from 
ice,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  ordinance: 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  streets. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc., 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  stieets 
is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  the  tenth 
line  of  the  fifty-first  section  the  words  "cover  the 
same,"  and  inserting  in  the  place  thereof  the 
words  "keep  the  same  covered." 

Tbe  ordinance  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2 — Will  the  gentleman  be 
kind  enough  to  explain  the  oidinance? 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  is  in  relation  to  keep- 
ing the  sidewalks  covered  with  ashes.  The  present 
ordinance  provides  that  either  the  ice  shall  be 
removed  from  the  sidewalks  or  be  covered  with 
ashes.  It  has  been  found  that  if  a  man  puts  ashes 
on  the  ice  once,  even  if  the  wind  blows  it  off,  lie 
cannot  be  complained  of  and  fined.  The  object  is 
to  require  parties  to  keep  their  sidewalks  covered 
with  ashes  when  there  is  ice  on  them. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — In  order  that  members 
may  have  time  to  examine  this  amendment  and 


compare  it  with  the  original  ordinance,  I  move 
that  the  ordinance  be  laid  upon  the  table  till  the 
next  meeting. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

REPORTS  OF  NOMINATING   COMMITTEES. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees  were  sub- 
mitted as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Walbridge  of  Ward  12— Majority  report 
nominating  for  reelection  the  fol  owing-named 
peisons  as  Superintendents  of  Bridges: 

Federal  street,  Jacob  Norris;  Dover  street,  An- 
gus Nelson;  Chelsea  street,  Edward  T.  Stowers; 
Maiden,  John  Howard;  Meridian  street,  Reuben 
B.  Wendell;  Warren,  Charles  H.  Marple ;  Charles 
River,  Joel  R.  Bolan ;  Broadway,  John  C.  Poole ; 
Mt.  Washingron  avenue,  George  H.  Davis. 

Also  minority  report  signed  bv  Messrs.  Fitz- 
patrick  of  Ward  7  and  Orborne  oi  Ward  8  recom- 
mending: the  election  of  Francis  M.Hughes  as 
Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge  in  place  of 
Anffus  Nelson. 

Bv  Mr.  Murray  of  Ward  3— Report  recommend- 
ing the  reelection  of  Nicholas  A.  Apollonio  as  City 
Registrar. 

Reports  severally  accepted  aud  nominations  laid 
over. 

PRINTING. 

Mr.  Wads  worth,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  for  the 
Clerk  jf  the  Council  to  prepare  and  print  a  tran- 
script of  the  journal  of  the  Council,  submitted  a 
report  that  the  published  proceedings  supply 
members  with  all  necessary  information,  and  that 
the  order  ought  njt  to  pass.  Report  accepted. 
Sent  up. 

Also  report  on  order  to  print  in  document  form, 
a  book  entitled,  "C  ty  Charter,"  with  notes,  etc., 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass.  Report  accepted 
and  order  passed.    Sent  up. 

FOURTH   OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  one  meniber  ot  the  Council  from 
each  ward,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join,  be  a  committer  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  celebration  of  the  forthcoming  Fourth  of 
July ;  tbe  expense  of  said  celebration  not  to  ex- 
ceed §15,000,  aud  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Incidental  Expenses. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of 
Ward  9. 

BUILDING  OF  SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: : 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Stauding  Committee  on 
Streets  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  Swett  street  from 
Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue  at  the  grade 
shown  on  a  plan  piepared  by  Thomas  W.  Davis. 
City  Surveyor,  dated  June  13. 1874,  including  the 
necessary  bridges  over  tide  waters;  aud  also  to 
contract  with  tbe  Trustees  of  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad  or  such  other  paities  as  they 
deem  best  for  the  interest  of  the  city  for  raising 
the  grade  of  the  roadbed  and  tracks  of  said  rail- 
road, and  constiucting  a  bridge  over  said  street: 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Laying  Out  and  Building  Swett  Street. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

REDIVISION  OF   THE  WARDS. 

.Mr.  Mrhitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  lequest- 
ed  to  amend  the  petition  concerning  the  number 
of  wards,  now  before  the  Legislature,  so  that  after 
the  new  devision  of  the  wards  each  ward  shall 
elect  two  members  of  the  Common  Council  and 
two  members  of  the  School  Committee. 
Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

BRIGHTON  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

Mr  Rice  of  Ward  19  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary cause  to  be  printed  an  account  of  the  recent 
proceedings  at  tbe  dedication  of  the  Brighton 
Branch  Library. 

Ordered  to  asecond  reading. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  would  inquire  what  spe- 
cial reason  there  is  for  printing  the  prooei  dings  at 
the  dedication  of  the  library  there,  and  how  much 
it  will  probably  cost. 

Mr.  K/ce  of  Ward  19 — I  do  not  know  what  will 
be  the  cost.  I  was  requested  do  offer  the  order  by 
a  gentleman  out  there.  It  lias  been  customary  in 
other  cases  to  print  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— As  that  is  an  order 
which  requires  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
to  print  the  proceedings  without  any  disci  tion 
whatever,  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on   Public  Library. 

The  motion  prevailed,    Seatuo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14.  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
FEBRUARY    15,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Undertakers — Constant  T.  Benson,  Lewis  Jones, 
John  W.  Pierce,  Job  T.  Cole,  William  H.Brown, 
Benjamin  F.  Smith,  Philip  E.  Field,  John  H. 
Peak,  Jeremiah  O'Sullivan,  William  E.  Brown, 
James  llaynes.  Robert  S.  G.  Maiden,  Hugh  Tay- 
lor, Jeremiah  Tinkham,  William  D.  Rockwood, 
Ira  \Y.  Oreutt,  Philip  Kennedy,  George  V.  Field, 
Joseph  S.  Waterman,  William  Manning,  John 
Heuitz,  John  Haynes,  James  Farrell,  Ehenezer 
Bird,  John  W.  Lavery,  S.  (Ileason,  George  John- 
son, Jr.,  Samuel  J.  Crockett,  James  Cotter,  George 

A.  W'illard,  John  B.  Burke,  Lewis  L.Jones,  John 
Feeney,  John  M<  ('al)iey,  Jabez  B.  Cole,  Aloiizo  T. 
Baxter,   Alexis   Alexander,  Simon  Barry,  Joseph 

B.  Cassidv,  Joseph  Weckerle,  E\  H.  Duniie,  Isaiah 
Snow,  J.  P.  Keefe,  William  K.  Whitney,  Timothy 
Daly,Johii  Doolin,  Bernard  E.  Murray,  Ethan  N. 
Colmrii,  John  Bryant,  Patrick  Denvir,  John 
JReade,  Matthew  Holden,  Benjamin  Guild,  James 
Cogswell,  Jerome  Billings,  John  L.  Perry,  Lorenzo 
Smith,  Michael  Ryan. 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark— B.  G.  Prescott) 
Robert  Hale,  Alfred  A.  Hall,  Stanley  C.  Burnham> 
William  Jordan,  Robert  Vose,  Ehenezer  Curtis- 
William  Seaver,  H.  W.  Ciafts,  Daniel  E.  Adams, 
Jonathan  Frohoek,  J. T. Dairy mple ;  for  Briahton, 
Salma  Kendall,  William  T.  Osborn,  James  A. 
Cogge-diall;  for  Charlestown,  Thomas  J.  Elliott, 
Elbiidge  Walcott,  Charles  A.  Guild,  Samuel  L. 
Tuttle,  John  G.  Abbott,  Jr.,  John  W.  Wiggii! ;  for 
West  Roxbury,  Robert  Seaver,  Frederic  Seaver, 
Cyrus  M.  Marshall,  Horace  Lindall,  Alden  Bart- 
lett. 

Inspectors  and  Weighers  of  Bundle  Hay— Israel 
M.  Barnes,  Samuel  B.  Livermore,  William  S. 
Holmes,  Jasper  H.  Eaton,  William  R.  Inman,  E. 
(i.  Dudley,  Walter  C.  Bryant,  J.  T.  Dalrymple,  E. 
W.  Harding,  Ehenezer  Curtis,  Aaron  Bradshaw, 
William  P.  Board  in  an,  John  A.  Dyer. 

Sui  veyors  of  Marble,  Soapstone  and  Freestoue — 
William  B.  Bayley,  Augustus  N.  Young,  E.  A. 
(iioti'usen,  Richard  Power,  William  H.  Carv. 

Inspectors  of  Petioleum  and  Coal  Oils — Robert 
F.  Mears,  Nathaniel  Cleaves. 

Superintendent  of  Lamps— George  H.  Allen. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  —  Charles  B. 
Rice. 

Supi  rintendeutof  Faneuil  Hall  Market— Charles 

B.  Rice. 

Inspector  of  Milk— Henry  Faxon. 

Superintendents  of  Hay  Scale-;  —  North  Scales, 
Henry  A.  I)  vis;  South  Scales,  Levi  Chadbourne; 
South  Boston  Scales,  John  M.  Johnson;  EastBos- 
ton  Scales,  John  A.  Brown;  Roxbury,  Andrew 
W.  Newman  ;  Brighton,  Daniel  O.  Sanger,  Thomas 
Hunt;  for  West  Roxbury,  John  J.  Blake. 

Measurer  of  Grain — George  P.  Ray. 

Inspectors  of  Provisions— Faneuil* Hall  Market, 
Charles  B.  Rice,  Amos  Dodge;  at  large,  Joliu  H. 
Terry. 

Registrar  of  Voters— Linus  E.  Pearson,  for  three 
years. 

Superintendent  of  Wagons  and  Trucks— Timo- 
thy R.  Page. 

Superintendent  of  Hacks  and  Carriages— Ruf us 

C.  Marsh. 

Superintendent  of  Intelligence  Offices— Henry 
C.  Hi  mmeiiway. 

Superintendent  of  Pawnbrokers—  William  H. 
McCausland. 

Lieutenant  of  Police— William   H.  McCausland. 

Promotions  in  the  Police  Department— Joseph 
R.  Bun  ill.  to  be  Lieutenant ;  George  O.Richard- 
son and  Ehenezer  E.  Thomas,  to  be  Sergeants. 

Special  Police  Officer—  Franklin  P.  Pierce. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

The  petition  of  Charles  H.  Bacon,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  of  40-horse 
power  in  rear  of  486  Harrison  avenue,  was  consid- 
ered on  an  order  of  notice.  No  one  appeared  to 
object  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  S.  T.  Hyde, 
that  his  claim  of  $30  for  professional  service's  be 
allowed  and  paid. 


Patrick  M.  Kellaher,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  alleged  defect  in  a  public  street. 

Henry  McDonald  et  at.,  to  be  compensated  for 
damages  caused  by  an  obstiucted  culvert  on 
Washington  street,  Ward  17. 

Charles  McGinness  of  South  Boston,  to  be  paid 
the  reward  offered  for  the  detection  of  the  mur- 
derer of  Katie  Curran. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Overseeis  of  the  Poor,  for  leave  to  take 
and  copy  the  tex  records  of  the  town  of  Brighton. 

To  tin-  Committee  on  Market.  Roger  S.  Mack- 
intosh, for  leave  to  transfer  lease  of  stall  105, 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  Joseph  H.  Clark. 

To  tli e  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Com- 
pany K,  First  Infantry,  for  an  appropriation  for 
repairs  on  armory. 

I-  list  Company  of  Cadets,  for  hire  of  drill  shed 
of  Institute  of  Technology. 

To  th<  commitii-  on  Police.  Boston  Police  Re- 
lief Association,  for  leave  to  apply  for  an  act  of 
incorporation. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Boar/I.  Thomas  Hunt,  for  revision  of  betterment 
assessed  on  Market  stieet,  Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Henry 
P.  Kennedy,  constable  at  Brighton  Court,  for  in- 
crease of  salary. 

To  tin  Committet  onjPavtng.  Heirs  of  Hardy 
Leach,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  at 
376  Chelsea  strt  et. 

Margaret  Denvir,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Market  street,  Brighton. 

Samuel  H.  Smith,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp  post 
in  sidewalk  of  80  Tremont  street. 

Frank  L.  Crosby,  loi  leave  to  locate  a  gas  lamp 
in  front  of  57  La  Grange  street. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  foi  a  new  lo- 
cation, commencing  in  Beach  street  at  the  junction 
of  Kingston  street,  tuence  in  Kingston  street  over 
tracks  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  Sum- 
mer street,  and  in  Summer  street  over  said  Metro- 
politan track  to  a  point  near  Chauncy  streec,  and 
thence  in  Summer  stieet  by  an  additional  track  in 
Summer  street  to  Washington  street,  and  in  Wash- 
ington stieet  by  an  additional  track  to  Milk  street, 
and  in  Milk  street  by  a  siugle  track  to  Hawley 
street,  and  in  Hawley  street  by  a  single  track  to 
Summer  street,  there  connecting  with  the  track 
now  laid  in  Summer  and  Chauncy  streets. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  $8248  for 
Auburn  street  damages  and  .S2935.50  for  Leverett- 
street  damsges  to  pay  William  R.  Howe  $672.25 
for  Shawmut-avenue  damages;  to  pay  he:rs  of 
Joseph  M.  Smith  $971.26  for  Pearl-street  damages. 
Severally  passed. 

Order  to  discharge  a  mortgage  given  by  Ehen- 
ezer Seaver  to  the  town  of  Roxbury  m  1795. 
Passed. 

THE   SALARY  BILL. 

The  report  and  orders  to  establish  salaries  for 
city  officers  for  1875-76  (City  Doc.  No.  22.),  were 
considered  under  the  head  of  unfinished  business. 
•The  several  sections  of  the  orders  were  read  and 
acted  upon  separately.  The  following  discussions 
took  place: 

Section  5  (page  9),  relating  to  monthly  payment 
of  assistants  to  the  City  Registrar.  In  reply  to  a 
question  by  Alderman  Hanis,  who  thought  the 
iepetition  of  the  words  "paid  monthly "  superflu- 
ous, Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  the  ex- 
pression *as  repeated  to  show  that  the  assistants 
as  well  a-  the  R-gistrar  were  to  be  paid  monthly. 

Section  13  (page  12),  fixing  salary  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Broadway  Bridge  at  the  rate  of  $3200 
per  annum,  in  full  for  his  services  and  the  servi- 
ces of  such  assistants  as  he  may  employ,  and 
providing  tbat  he  shall  employ  an  engineer 
at  $800  and  two  assistants  at  $600  each.  Alder- 
man Worthingtou  thought  this  a  rather  singular- 
ly framed  order,  and  not  sufficiently  explicit. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  order  was  drawn  in 
that  way  so  that  this  snpeiintendent  shall  employ 
these  assistants,  and  their  salaries  were  fixed  is 
ordt  r  ti  secure  competent  men.  This  is  an  im- 
portant bridge  and  it  was  desirable  to  secure  the 
employment  of  sufficient  and  competent  assist- 
ance to  the  superiutendeut.  The  salaries  are  the 
same  as  last  year. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  order  beginning  o»  page  10, 
explaining  tiiat  it  had  been  omitted  through  urn 
error : 

Section  34.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Maiden  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1000  per 
annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  compensation  for 
his  seivices  and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as 
he  may  employ. 
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This  section  was  adopted  and  the  several  orders 
were  then  passed  and  sent  down. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries, submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Fourth  Assistant  Solicitor  in  the  Law 
Department  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2500,  begin- 
ning on  the  date  of  his  appointment. 

Read  twice  and  passed  and  s?nt  down. 

Alderman  Power— I  notice  that  the  name  of  one 
of  the  most  important  and  valuable  officers  of  the 
city  has  been  omitted  by  the  committee — the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Tkat  is  alluded  to  in  the 
first  part  of  the  report.  The  salaries  of  the  Treas- 
urer and  Auditor  were  omitted  until  after  the 
proposed  reorganization  of  the  financial  depart- 
ment. 

Alderman  Power — I  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  any  imposition  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
Auditors'  Department. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  salaries  of  the  Treas- 
urer and  Auditor  will  continue  as  at  present  until 
otherwise  provided.  By  an  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  petitioned  the  Gen- 
eral Court  for  authority  to  reorganize  the  finan- 
cial department.  It  may  affect  the  Auditors'  De- 
partment, and  the  committee  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  matter  of  the  salaries  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Auditor  had  better  be  omitted  for  the  pi  p*- 
ent. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONV 
CURRENCE. 

Report  that  order  to  print  the  separate  journal 
of  the  proceedings  of  Common  Council  ought  not 
to  pass.    Accepted. 

Report  with  order  to  print  1000  copies  of  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  new  charter.    Order  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
and  report  an  ordinance  to  unite  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  water  boards. 

Alderman  Harris — The  official  leport  of  the 
doings  of  the  Common  Council  does  not  contain 
this  order,  and,  therefore,  I  have  not  seen  it  in 
print.  I  would  like  to  move  to  amend  the  order 
so  that  the  committee  will  merely  consider  the  ex- 
pediencv  of  uniting  the  two  boards.  As  I  under- 
stand it  now,  the  order  is  absolute  for  them  to 
report  an  ordinance.  What  I  desire  is  for  them  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
point  is  well  covered  by  the  oider.  They  are  to 
consider  the  matter,  and  if ,  in  their  judgment,  it 
is|expedient,  they  will  report  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Quincy — As  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  I  should  hardly  consider  that  we 
would  be  justified  in  reporting  that  no  acrion  is 
advisable.  I  should  like  some  such  amendment  a* 
was  suggested  by  the  Alderman  to  be  adopted, 
that  the  committee  may  consider  the  expediency 
of  reporting  an  ordinance  to  that  effect. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  the  question  is  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  the  matter,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  had  better  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.  This  matter  was  before  the  Committee 
on  Water  last  year ;  they  thoroughly  investigated 
it  and  reported  back  an  ordinance  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  statute  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Legislatuie.  Tbr.t  ordinance 
was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alderm  n,  but  failed 
to  meet  the  approval  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  City  Council.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
can  be  no  question  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  measuie,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  to  the 
committee  for  them  to  report  an  ordinance.  It 
will  then  be  the  right  of  the  City  Council  to  reject 
or  pass  the  ordinance  after  it  is  reported.  If  they 
are  simply  to  consider  the  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, I  do  hot  know  what  right  tbey  would  have  to 
report  an  ordinance.  1  think  the  order  had  better 
pass  as  it  now  reads. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  is  right.  Last  year,  it 
is  true,  this  subiect  was  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water:  they  reported  an  ordinance,  and 
a  portion  of  the  City  Council  disagreed  with  tlieiu. 
Now,  let  us  refer  it  to  another  aud  an  indepen- 
dent committee,  and  let  them  consider  it.  I  do  not 
want  to  repeat  what  was  done  last  jear.  If  we 
adopt  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Charlestown  we  shall  have  the  committee  investi- 
gate the  whole  subject  and  report  their  opinion, 
which  I  thiuk  will  have  an  influence  with  the 
City  Council.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be 
adopted . 

Alderman  Quincy— I  desire  to  have  it  clearly 
understood  what  the  Committee   on  Ordinances 


are  expected  to  do.  It  is  not  clear  as  the  order 
stands  now;  they  are  simply  required  to  "con- 
sider and  repoitan  ordinance."  H  we  are  to  con- 
sider the  whole  matter,  I  think  the  order  should 
say  so. 

The  order  was  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
words  "consider  and  report,"  the  words  "if 
deemed  expedient,"  and  a?  amended  was  passed. 
Sent  down. 

Requests  of  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  Bigelow  School ;  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  $400,  for  teaching  gymnastics  in  the 
Latin  School;  that  the  basement  of  the  Roxbury 
High  Schoolbouse  be  converted  into  a  laboratory: 
for  an  additional  schoolroom  in  home  on  Boston 
street,  Ward  16;  for  additional  primary  school  ■  in 
Comins  District.  Severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pn  tlic  Instruction. 

Report  nominating  X.  A.  Apollonio  as  City  Reg- 
istrar.   Accepted 

Annual  report  of  Citv  Engineer  (Citv  Doc.  No. 
19).    Placed  on  file. 

An  order  to  print  the  proceedings  at  the  recent 
dedication  of  the  Brighton  Branch  Library  came 
up  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Libiary.  Ttie 
question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  understand  that  the 
proposal  to  print  the'  proceedings  at  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Brighton  Branch  Library  is  based  on 
the  same  siouuds  as  the  printing  of  the  exercises 
at  the  opening  of  the  Dorchester  brauch.  The 
difference  is  this:  The  proceedings  at  Brighton 
consisted  of  an  address,  going  very  largely  and  at 
great  length  in ro  the  history  of  that  library.  At 
Dorchester  the  proceedings  were  intended  to  en- 
lighten the  people  of  Dorchester  with  regard  to 
the  Public  Library  of  Boston,  and  the  facilities 
enjoyed  by  the  people  there  and  throughout  Bos- 
ton. The  address  at  Brighton  was  an  able  one. 
though  very  long,  as  you  all  remember  and  every 
one  who  heard  it  knows,  and  it  will  cost  a  great 
deal  to  print  it. 

In  reuly  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton, the  Chairman  said  the  commictee  would  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  printing  the  proceedings. 

The  Board  concurred  in  toe  reference. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $65  as  rent  for  a  tempo- 
rary armoi v  for  Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion  of 
Infantry.    Passed— yeas  12,  naysO. 

Majoiity  and  minority  reports  of  special  com- 
mittee nominating  superintendents  of  the  sever- 
al bridges  which  are  controlled  by  the  cm  .  Ac- 
cepted^ 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred: 
First  Assistant  Assessors.  Certificate  of  election 
of  Michael  Carney  by  the  Common  Council,  in 
place  of  James  K.Crowlev.  chosen  by  the  Board. 
Alderman  Power  said  he  had  been  requested  to 
withdraw  the  name  o£  Mr.  Crowley  as  a  candidate. 
Aldermen  O'Biien  and  Burrage  w'eie  the  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported— 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Michael  Carney  had 1» 

Michael  Barr 1 

Blank 1 

And  Mr.  Carney  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Member  Of  the  CochitncUe  Water  Board.  Cer- 
tificate of  election  by  the  Council  of  Amos  L. 
Noyes  in  place  of  Uriel  H.  Crocker,  elected  by  this 
Board.  Aldermen  Viles  and  Bigelow  were  the 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported- 
Whole  nurmVr  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 1 

Aiuos  L.  Noyes J 

Uriel  H.  Crocker » 

And  Mr.  Crocker  was  dd  lared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  streets.  Aldermen  Pope  and 
Worthington  were  the  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes.  They  reported  that  Charles  Harris 
had  received  12  votes,  aud  he  was  declared  elected 
in  concurrence. 

Citv  Survi  nor.  Aldermen  Pope  and  Hanis  wtr« 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  rotes.  They 
reported  that  Thomas  P.  Davis  had  received  1« 
votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 
Harbor  Master.  Aldermen  Preseott  and  Quincy 
were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
The'  reported  that  John  T.  Gardner  had  received 
12  votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Ground*. 
Aldermen  Stebbius  and  Power  were  the  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported— 
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Whole  number  of  votes 1* 

Necessary  for  a  choice T 

John  (Jalvin T 

Hermann  (irundel I 

P.M.  «u  fiord 1 

And  Mr.  Galvm  was  declared  elected   in  concur- 
rence. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildinqi.  Aldermen 
O'Bnen  and  Viles  were  the  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  that  James  C. 
Tucker  had  12  votes,  and  he  was  declared 
elected  in  concurrence. 

Superintendent  of  Sewer 8.  Aldermen  Bigelow 
and  Burrage  were  the  committee  to  collect  and 
count  votes.  They  reported  that  William  H. 
Bradley  a&'\  received  12  votes,  and  he  was  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Lamia.  Aldermen 
Wouhiiigton  and  Pope  were  the  committee  to 
eolle  t  and  count  votes.  ihey  reported  that 
Robert  W.  Hall  had  received  12  votes,  and  he 
was    declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Commissioner  on  Cedar  drove  Cemetery.  Al- 
dermen Prescott  and  Harris  were  the  coQimittee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported  that 
Frank  L.  Tileston  had  received  12  votes,  and  he 
was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Cilii  Solicitor.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Quincy 
were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  that  John  P.  Healy  had  received 
11  votes— the  whole  number  cast,— and  he  was 
declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

City  Engineer.  Aldermen  Power  and  Viles  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  that  Joseph  P.  Davis  had  received  12 
votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Water  Registrar.  Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Steb- 
bins were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  They  reported  that  William  F.  Davis  had 
received  12  votes,  and  he  was  declared  elected  in 
concurrence. 

GASLIGHT  FOR    1SRIGIIT0N. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  : 

Boston,  Feb.  15,1875. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps  of  [he  City  Council 
—The  undersigned,  representing  the  Brookline 
Gaslight  Company,  respectfully  state  that  on  and 
after  I  el).  15, 1875,  they  will  charge  three  dollars 
per  thousand  feet  for  gas  furnished  by  them  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  The  company  declines  to  sup- 
ply the  city  at  any  less  price,  for  the  reason  that 
the  gas  manufactured  by  them  costs  not  less  than 
$3.01)  per  thousand  feet."  This  estimate  does  not 
include  interest  on  capital  invested  in  land  and 
buildings.  Some  years  since,  this  company,  at  the 
request  of  the  city  authorities,  laid  more  than  cwo 
miles  of  pipes  solely  for  the  purpose  of  supplying- 
street  lights.  A  great  length  of  pipe  was  also  Laid 
in  the  town  of  Brighton  for  the  same  purpose. 
Tbeie  are  very  few  piivate -.consumers  of  gas  in 
the  district  lef erred  to,  and"  the  business  has  al- 
ways been  done  by  the  company  at  a  considerable 
loss.  For  the  coipoiation, 

D.  "W.  Salisbury, 

Treasurer-. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  to  the 
Committee  on  Lamps. 

Subsequently  Aloerm.au  Stebbins,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps,  submitted  a  reuort  on  the  above 
communication,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  the 
Brookline  Gaslight  Company  for  supplying  the  gas 
for  lighting  the  streets  in  the  section  of  the  city 
where  their  mains  extend,  at  the  rate  of  $3  per 
thousand  cubic  feet,  from  Feb.  15,1875. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins — I  move  that  the  order  take 
its  second  leading  at  this  time.  The  Committee 
on  Lamps  have  had  under  consideration  the  com- 
munication read  by  the  Chair,  and  they  report  it 
back  this  evening,  because  they  think  it  is  desir- 
able that  the  suppiv  of  gas  for  Brighton  shall  be 
continued  rather  than  to  light  that  district  with 
fluid  lamps.  Then-  are  269  lamps  in  Brighton 
and  62  in  another  portion  of  Boston— making 
a  total  of  331— supplied  by  the  Brookline  Gas 
Company.  The  company  mean  just  v  nat  they 
say  in  their  communication— that  unless  the 
city  of  Boston  pays  them  very  nearly  what  it 
costs  to  in-ike  the  gas,  they  will  cut  off  the  supply 
today.  The  Committee  on  Lamps,  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  question,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  a  contract  should  be  made  with  this  corpora- 
tion at  $3  per  thousand  feet,  the  same  price  as  is 
paid  in  Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury.  The 
Brookline  company,  I    am    informed,   have  been 


very  liberal  with  the  city ;  they  have  extended 
their  mains,  when  asked  to"  do  so,  at  a  very  great 
expense,  and  the  department  has  no  complaint  to 
make  against  this  company  for  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  furnished  the  city  with  gas.  I  hope 
the  older  will  be  passed  so  that  the  supply  may  be 
continued  in  Ward  19,  and  I  ask  that  the  vote  may 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  wortnington — I  do  not  quite  like  the 
style  in  which  this  order  comes  here  tonight.  We 
have  the  whip  snapped  over  us,  and  unless 
we  vote  to  pay  them  three  doll ais  they  will  shut 
off  the  light.  "  Now  they  have  supplied  gas  to  the 
town  of  Brighton  and  the  city  of  Boston  at  $2.75 
per  thousand,  and  there  is  no  ouestijii  but  it  is 
profitable  to  them  ro  furnish  it  at  that  juice.  If 
we  were  to  cut  iff  the  gas  and  not  light  those 
lamps  it  would  greatly  reduce  their  income  and 

Front— there  is  no  question  about  that  at  all.  If 
under  stand  it,  they  manufacture  a  certain 
amount  of  gas  at  a  cost  of  $3.09,  and  then  they 
can  make  an  acditioral  10,000  feet  which  would 
not  cost  client  near  $3.09.  It  is  a  lule  of  the  com- 
panies in  all  places  to  supply  cities  at  a 
food  deal  less  than  they  charge  citizens. 
t  is  so  in  all  cities  in  the  Union. 
I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  see 
that  we  have  gas  as  low  as  they  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  it  heretofore,  wl  en  the  mate- 
rial u»ed  in  manufacturing  it  was  a  good  deal 
higher.  A  large  portion  of  the  town  of  Brookliue 
is  lighted  with  fluid,  and  lighted  well,  too.  It  will 
not  oe  a  very  serious  thing — on  the  contrary,  it 
will  be  a  saving— if  we  light  those  additional 
lamps  with  fluid.  It  i-  true  we  cannot  light  them 
tonight,  but  we  can  put  up  fluid  1  nips  by  tomor- 
row night.  I  do  not  believe  in  allowing  the  City 
of  Boston  to  be  brought  up  by  this  short,  crisp 
way  of  doing  things ;  that  is  not  the  way  gentle- 
men deal  with  one  another;  it  is  not  fair  tor  them 
to  say  "we  will  have  our  price  today,  or  cutoff 
your  gas."  and  1  hope  the  Board  will  take  a  firm 
stand,  and  insist  on  having  fair  dealings  between 
the  Brookline  Gas  Company  and  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. It  is  due  to  us  to  have  time,  and  nothave  the 
order  forced  through  here  by  taking  its  second 
reading  tonight.    It  is  not  the  way  to  do  business. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  agree  with  the  Aldeiman 
that  it  is  not  a  proper  way  to  do  busiress.  The 
fault  is  not  with  the  gas  company,  but  with  the 
city  of  Boston,  lhe  company  made  application  for 
a  renewal  of  the  contract  when  it  expired  last 
August,  at  the  same  price  as  was  paid  the 
Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury  companies.  The 
contracts  with  the  other  companies  expired  some- 
time before  this  one  did,  and  the  contracts  with 
those  companies  were  renewed  at  $3  per  thousand. 
The  Brookline  company  made  application  to  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  for  a  renewal  of  the  contract 
on  the  same  terms  as  the  others,  but  no  quorum  of 
the  committee  could  be  secured.  Time  after  lime 
was  it  attempted,  but  no  hearing  could  be  had 
before  the  committee.  So  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
Brookline  Gas  Company,  but  with  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. The  present  committee1  gave  them  a  hearing 
early  in  the  year,  considered  the  matter  carefully, 
ana  voted  to  recommend  the  renewal  of  the  con- 
tract at  $3  per  thousand  feet.  There  are  no  fluid 
lamps  in  the  town  of  Biighton;  it  will  take  sev- 
eral weeks  for  the  committee  to  piocure  a  suffi- 
cient supply;  it  wiU  be  necessary  to  secure  the 
best  pattern  and  have  them  made.  Meantime  the 
citizens  of  Biighton  will  be  entirely  without  light, 
and  of  course  they  will  feel  very  much  grieved  by 
the  action  of  the  City  Government.  It  is  the  best 
judgment  of  the  committee  that  the  contract 
should  be  renewed  at  $3  per  thousand  feet. 

Alderman  Harris— Cannot  the  contract  be  made 
for  a  less  time  than  a  year? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  tr.iok  the^uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  city  has  been  to  make  these  contracts 
for  one  year  unless  either  party  notifies  the  other 
that  it  desires  to  terminate  it.  Such  was  the 
eontract  made  with  the  Dorchester  company,  and 
1  am  informed  that  it  is  the  same  with  the  others. 
If  it  be  the  policy  of  the  city  to  light  these  outly- 
ing wards  with  fluid  instead  of  gas,  let  us  apply  it 
to  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester.  There  is  cer- 
tainly no  argument  against  using  gas  in  Brighton 
that  is  not  applicable  to  Dorchester. 

Alderman  Wortbington — I  do  not  like— 

The  Chairman — The  motion  is  to  give  th<>  order 
a  second  reading  today,  and  gentlemen  must  con- 
fine themselves  to  that  question. 

Alderman  Wortnington — I  do  not  consider  that 
because  we  may  have  done  wrong  by  giving  the 
Doichester  and  West  Roxbury  companies  $3,  we 
should  continue  to  do  wrong.    I  said  before  that 
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a  part  of  Brookliue  is  lighted  with  fluid  lamps, 
and  it  is  well  lighted.  Such  lamps  can  be  pur- 
chased at  any  time. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  rule  that  a  dis- 
cussion oi  the  main  question  is  out  of  order  while 
the  motion  for  a  second  reading  is  pending. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  I  am  giving  reasons 
why  it  should  not  take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  opposed  to  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading  at  this  time, for  the  reason 
that  it  is  unreasonable  for  a  company,  at  the 
present  time,  when  the  price  of  coal,  labor  and 
everything  that  enters  into,  or  is  to  be  considered 
in  computing  the  cost  of  manufacturing  gas— 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  rules  that  the  re- 
marts  of  the  gentleman  are  not  upon  giving  the 
order  a  second  reading,  but  upon  the  passage  of 
the  order,  and  he  is  therefore  out  of  o'cler. 

Alderman  Power — I  do  not  like  to  differ  with 
the  Chair,  but  I  cannot  permit  such  a  thing  to 
pass,  which  I  think  so  grossty  wrong,  without  ap- 
pealing from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  put  and.  the  Chair  was  sus- 
tained,bv  a  rising  vote— 7  for,  4  against. 

Th3  order  was  given  a  second  reading— yeas  10, 
nays  2;  Aldermen  Power  and  Worthington  voting- 
nay — and  the  question  was  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Power — As  I  have  remarked  on  a 
former  occasion,  I  do  jot  think  it  is  good  policy 
for  the  city  of  Boston  to  light  any  part  of  the  city 
with  fluid  lamps  when  it  can  obtain  gas  at  a  reason- 
able rate.  But  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  on  my 
left,  and  I  do  not  think  this  a  proper  way  for  any 
company  to  come  in  here  and  notify  us  that  they 
will  cue  off  the  light  from  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
deprive  tbe  citizens  of  it,  even  tbough  we,  their 
representatives,  might  have  made  a  slight  error. 
Grant  that  we  are  in  error  in  the  stand  we  have 
taken  upon  the  subject,  that  is  no  reason  why  a 
company  should  deprive  the  citizens  of  Boston  of 
the  great  luxmy  of  light,  which  is  the  means  of 
safety  in  tbe  public  streets,  simply  because  of  the 
stand  we  have  taken.  We  should  pause  and  look 
into  the  matter  before  we  succumb  to  such  an 
order.  Now,  as  to  the  policy  of  a  company  asking 
13  for  gas  when  they  have  been  furnishing  it  for 
years  at  $2.75,  when  everything  used  in  manufac- 
turing it  in  the  past  costs  double  what  it  does  today ; 
when  almost  every  other  commodity  that  citizens 
use  has  been  lowered  in  price,  it  seems  to  me  that 
such  a  demand  is  unreasonable.  I  cannot  under- 
stand it.  I  cannot  see  any  other  pretext  for  it  ex- 
cept that  the  Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury  compa- 
nies have  received  $3,  and  the  Brookline  company 
means  to  have  it.  I  say  that  this  chieat  to  deprive 
the  citizens  of  Boston  of  this  luxury,  because  we 
might  have  erred  in  our  judgment,  should  make 
us  pause  and  hesitate  before  we  pass  this  order. 
They  may  come  in  tomorrow  and  threateu  to  cut 
off  the  gas  if  we  do  not  give  them  $4.  We  cannot 
believe  them.  They  must  have  been  furnishing 
the  city  with  gas  at  a  great  loss  if  they  com.'  in 
now  and  say  they  cannot  affoid  to  make  it  for 
$2.75.  There  may  be  good  reasons,  perhaps  the 
company  can  give  them,  why  they  cannot  afford 
to  fun  ish  gas  for  $2.75,  but  I  have  not  heard  good 
reason  why  their  demands  should  be  granted.  I 
hope  the  order  will  not  pass  at  the  present  time, 
but  lie  over. 

The  order  was  passed— veas  10,  yeas  2— Alder- 
men Power  and  Worthington  voting  nay. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  LATE  TREASURF.li. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department,  in 
execution  of  the  order  of  the  City  Council  to  ex- 
amine into  the  condition  of  the  treasury  after  the 
death  of  the  late  Treasurer,  beg  leave  to  leport 
that  they  have  caused  a  trial  balance  to  be  drawn 
®ff,  showing  the  state  of  the  ledger  on  the  evening 
of  January  15;  that  they  have  employed  experi- 
enced accountants  who,  under  their  supervision, 
have  examined  and  compared  this  trial  balance 
with  the  books,  and  have  examined  all  the  assets 
called  for  by  said  trial  balance,  except  the  cash, 
which  was 'counted  by  the  committee  in  persou. 
All  the  accounts  were  'found  to  be  correct.  The 
trial  balance  and  copies  of  papers  showing  the 
details  of  the  examination  are  tiansmitted  here- 
with. The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  in  consideration  of  the  long  and 
faithful  service  of  the  late  City  Treasurer,  Fred- 
erick IT.  Tracy,  his  salary  from  the  time  of  his 
death  up  to  July  1, 1875,  be  paid  to  his  widow  and 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries. 

Order  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 


ASSESSORS  TO  VERIFY  WARRANT    OF  TREASURER. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Assessors' 
Department  be  requested  to  consider  tbe  expedi- 
ency of  requiring  the  assessors  of  taxes  to  verify 
their  warrant  to  the  Treasurer  f orjthe  collection  of 
taxes  by  adding  up  and  proving  the  books  known 
as  the  "Treasurer's  Manusci  ipts." 
Read  once. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT.' 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  report  (City 
Doc.  No.  25)  on  the  Northampton-stieet  district 
improvement,  giving  m  detail  the  amount  of  work 
performed,  etc. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  having  been  made 
with  the  abutters,  the  following  streets 
were  laid  out  by  the  Street  Commissioner's,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  namely : 
Newcomb  street,  from  Washington  street  to  Har- 
rison avenue,  without  expense ;  East  Lenox  street, 
from  Washington  street  to  Fellows  street,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $39,318.95;  Thorndike  street, 
from  Washington  street  to  Harrison  avenue,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $48,117;  Hunneman  street, 
from  Harrison  avenue  to  All  any  street,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  $4982;  Fellows  street,  from 
Northampton  street  to  Hunneman  street,  without 
expense;  Reed  street,  from  Northampton  street  to 
Thorndike  street,  without  expense.  For  raising 
these  streets  above  grade  12  the  city  paid  the 
contractor  at  the  rate  ot  $7.40  per  square. 

As  it  was  necessary  to  raise  certain  buildings  in 
order  to  fill  the  lands,  the  owners  were  directed  by 
an  order  ot  the  City  Council,  passed  on  the  28th  of 
February,  to  do  the  work  on  or  before  the  15th  of 
April.  The  buildings  which  had  not  been  laised 
at  that  date  were  subsequently  raised  under  con- 
tract with  the  city,  and  the  expense  charged  to 
the  estates,  as  authorized  by  law.  The  work  of 
raising  the  grade  of  the  territory  was  begun  by 
the  contractor  about  the  1st  of  July,  and  prosecut- 
ed with  great  energy  up  to  the  date  of  its  com- 
pletion, the  10th  of  December. 

The  total  number  of  cubic  yards  of  gravel  de- 
posited on  the  district  during  that  time  amonuted 
to  170,344,  namely:  On  private  estates.  8S.210:  on 
streets,  etc.,  below  grade  12,  21,923;  on  streets 
above  grade  12,  60,211.  Tbe  expenses  c'rargeable 
upon  the  owners  of  estates  are— for  88.210  cubic 
yards' filling,  at  eighty  cents,  $70,668;  for  raisins 
buildings,  etc.,  $3503.14;  total,  $74,071.14.  The 
net  cost  to  tbe  city  of  the  improvement  will 
amount  to  about  $17(5,651.52,  namely,  21,923  yards' 
filling  in  streets,  etc.,  at  eighty  cents.  81  r, 538.40; 
60.211  yards'  filling  in  streets^  etc.,  ac  92%  cent*. 
$55,695.17;  estimated  cost  of  street  improvements, 
$92,417.95;  expeuses  of  surveying,  engineering, 
superintendence,  lighting,  guarding,  etc..  mix 
$11,000;  total,  $176,651.52.  The  appropriations 
heretofore  made  for  the  work  amount  to  $205,000. 
The  actual  payments  to  date  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: Gravel, $141,857.20;  surveying,  $2455.05;  en- 
gineering and  expenses,  $1686.10;  superintendent, 
$1170;  watchmen,  $1920;  gatemen.  $444:  raising 
buildings,  $2934.50;  carpenters'  and  masons'  work. 
$1381.65;  rent  of  office,  fuel,  lanterns,  oil.  eic, 
$251.45:  advertising,  printing  and  stationery, 
$206.51;  teaming,  $15.25;  committee's  expenses 
[1874]— refreshments,  $544.S0:  carriage  hire,  $66; 
extension  of  East  Lenox  street.  $19,614:  laying  out 
and  widening  Hunneman  slieet,  $1609.50;  unpaid 
draft  for  street  damages.  $10,228;  total,  $186,384.01  ; 
balance  of  appropnation  remaining  on  band.  818.- 
615.99. 

To  settle  street  damages  there  will  be  required, 
sav.  $62,000;  balance  due  the  contractor  for  rilling. 
.  $1000;  expenses  of  superintendence,  collection, 
etc..  $1000;  total  estimated  amount  to  be  paid. 
$64,000;  deduct  balance  of  appropriation  on  hand, 
$1S,615;  leaving  amount  to  be  provided.  $45,385. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  appropriations  al- 
ready made  are  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the 
ne' cost  to  the  city  of  the  improvement :  but  it  is 
necessary  for  the  City  Council  to  provide  the 
means  to  cover  the  gio^s  cost. 
The  committee  report  tbe  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  completing  the  improvement  on  the  North- 
ampton-street district. 

There  was  also  appended  to  the  report  orders 
levying  assessments  for  raising  the  grades  of  es- 
tates. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  assess- 
ing betteiment*  was  postponed  till  Thursday  next 
at  4  P.  M..  to  which  time  the  Board  voted  to  ad- 
journ.   The  order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance 
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to  provide  the  means  was  read  twice,  passed  and 
sent  down. 

THIRD   ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Assess- 
ors' Department,  submitted  a  report  nominating 
the  following-named  persons  for  Second  Assistnnt 
Assessors: 

Ward  1— John  Hartnett,  Isaiah  Whittcn. 

Ward  2— James  E.  Toner,  William  M.  Starrett. 

Wards— M.  F.  Wells. 

Ward  4— Martin  Dowling,  W.  S.  Whitney. 

Ward  5— Roger  H.  Seannell,  John  J.  Murphy. 

Ward  6- John  T.  Plince. 

Ward  7— Jeremiah  Sullivan,  Dennis  Moore. 

Ward  8— Ira  I).  Davenport. 

Ward  !l  Francis  R.  Stoddard,  Frederick  A.  Wil- 
kins. 

Ward  io-  -F.  S.  Risteen. 

Ward  11— William  li.  Smart. 

Ward  12— Thomas  Leavitt,  John  E.  Huntress. 

Ward  is -Edward  W.  Doian. 

Ward  14— Elbridge  <i.  Scott,  William  H.  Mcin- 
tosh. 

Ward  15— Edward  Kellv,  John  C.  Coombs- 
Ward  16— George  W.  Conant,  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles, 
Richardson  Hutchinson. 

Ward  17— George  H.  Williams,  Edward  M.  Skin- 
ner. 

Ward  19— Richard  B.  Smart. 

Ward  20— Dennis  G.  Quirk, 

Ward  21— Isaac  W.  Derby. 

Ward  22— D.  D.  Taylor. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  laid  over. 

STREET    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Hoard,  submitted  an  order  to 
pay  F.  li.  &  .1  M.  Austin  $15,552.60)  for  land  taken 
ui'name  of  F.  B.  Austin  in  widening  Pleasant 
street,  Charleston  n.  Order  read  once. 
LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows  i 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted— D.  Hamilton,  30 
Phillips  street;  Elijah  W.  Jaquith,  50  East  Canton 
street;  Dana  &  Flanders,  34  Crescent  place;  Lvncb 
&  Mahoney,  292  North  street;  G.D.  Clough,  21 
Cambridge  street ;  Rounds  &  Vaughn,  61  Green 
street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— John  D.  Miller, 
1001  and  1003  Washington  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused— Philip  Marzyn- 
ski,  104  Eliot  street;  M.  H.  Murray,  15  Vernon 
street,  Boston  Highlands. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— A.  M.  Ross,  16 
KneeUcnd  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Fourteen  news- 
boys. 

Dealer  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — 
Lewis  Levi,  23-25  Salem  street. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Lewis  Levi,  23-25  Salem 
street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Charles  II.  Picker- 
ing, 07  Causeway  street;  W.  H.  Leavitt,  580  Wash- 
ington street. 

Auctioneer  Licensed— Thomas  M.  Smith,  Jr.,  97 
State  =treet. 
,  Amusement  Licenses  Granted— 'James  Fitzger- 
ald, to  give  a  variety  entertainment  at  Federhen 
Hall;  Miss  C.  C.  Johnstone,  for  licence  for  dra- 
matic readings  at  Centre  Hall,  Ward  17. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMIT   TO   BUILD. 

Alderman  Pope,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted  a 
report  with  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  Glover 
&  Jones  to  erect  wooden  building  on  a  wharf  in 
rear  of  Commercial  streeet,  Ward  16.  Order  read 
onee. 

PERMITS   FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  occupy  sta- 
bles, on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows:  M.  C. 
Murry,  Downer  street,  Ward  15,  the  stable  to 
conform  to  grade  as  established  bv  the  city  of 
Boston ;  Thomas  T.  Lane,  Paris  street,  near  Marion 
street,  provided  the  old  stable  shall  be  removed 
and  the  new  one  placed  nearer  to  the  right  of  line 
than  at  present;  James  N.  Co  win,  Princeton 
street,  No.  19,  Ward  1,  provided  all  outbuildings 
(vault,  shed,  etc.,)  shall  be  temoved.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows: 


Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Cressy  &  Noyes,  for  leave  to  locate  a  pipe 
for  water  sprinkler  al  40-51  Wiieham  street. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  S.  &  D.  Richards  to  move  two  wooden 
buildings  from  Garden  court  to  Foss  street, 
Charles  town. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
Eaton,  Sawyer,  et  al.,  for  removal  of  ice  from 
Chatham  street,  the  work  having  been  done. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hoard  estab.ish  the  revised 
grade  of  Bower  street,  between  Walnut  avenue 
and  Warren  street,  as  Shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Nov.  18,  1874; 
also  the  revised"  grade  of  Sherman  street,  near 
Bower  street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Jai.  23,1871; 
said  plans  being  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City 
Surveyor. 

Rearl  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  orders  for  the  collection  of  sidewalk 
assessments  in  Greenville  street,  and  edgestone 
assessments  in  Canal  street.  Orders  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  83.48  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Hannah  S.  and  N.  G. 
\V.  Dewerson,  No.  122  Silver  Street;  that  the  sum 
of  $33. 17.  assessed  to  Seth  C.  Ames  for  edgestones 
on  Brooks  street, be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed 
to  D.  rt  alter  Blaney;  that  the  sum  of  $40.50,  as- 
sessed on  heirs  of  C.  &  <i.  Belden  for  edgestones 
Oil  Brooks  street,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed 
on  Willi  mi  Wood  ;  that  the  sum  of  $2  70  be  abated 
from  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Frederick  Mun- 
roe.  on  Russell  street,  the  same  being  an  error  in 
assessment;  that  the  sum  of  §18.39,  assessed  to  E. 
P.  Brown  for  edgestone;-  on  School  street.  Ward 
17,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  A.  N.  Bur- 
ton. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

PERMITS  FOR   STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted  reports  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  locate  steam  engioes  by  heirs  of  Solo- 
mon Wildes  on  Washington  street,  and  Fifty  As- 
sociates on  Washington  street,  near  Elm  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

MUNICIPAL  REGISTER  FOR  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
School  Comimtttee  for  a  copy  of  the  Municipal 
Register  for  each  member,  reported  that  the  re- 
quest ought  to  be  granted,  and  as  the  city  ordi- 
nances place  the  editions  and  distribution  of  the 
city  publications  under  the  control  of  the  Com- 
mirtee  on  Printing  they  will  direct  the  supply  to 
the  School  Committee, when  printed,  renderingno 
fui  ther  action  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council.    Accepted  and  sent  dowr . 

EMPLOYFS  IN  LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Lamps,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  March  15,  until  other- 
wise ordered,  the  rate  of  compensation  of  per- 
sons employed  in  the  lighting  and  care  of  the 
public  lamps  in  the  city  proper,  East  and  South 
'  Boston  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  two  cents  per 
lamp  per  night. 

Alderman  Stebbins  s.nd  this  was  a  reduction  of 
a  quarter  of  a  cent. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

POLICE  RULES  AND    REGULATIONS. 

The  chairman,  for  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  section  50  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  the  Boston  Police 
Department  shall  not  be  construed  to  require  the 
presence  of  day  and  night  officers  at  the  same 
time  at  roll  call  in  tne  several  station  bouses. 

Ordered.  That  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  thg 
Police  Department  be  so  ameaded  that  persons 
.over  thirty- five  years  of  age  shall  not  be  eligible 
for  appointment. 

Severally  read  once. 

PUBLIC   PARKS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.,  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General 
Court  for  authority  "to  purchase  or  otherwise 
take  laud  within  the  limits  of  the  city"  for  pur- 
pose of  public  parks.  The  question  was  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 
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Alderman  Power— I  supposed  when  thi=  order 
was  laid  on  the  table  that  it  was  because  rhis  Gov- 
ernment was  not  prepared  to  go  any  further,  or 
commit  this  city,  at  the  present  time,  to  anything 
likely  to  call  for  such  an  immense  amount  of 
money,  or  so  greatly  increase  the  debt,  as  would 
the  procuring  of  lands  for  a  public  park,  and  I 
should  like,  before  saying  anything  further,  to 
hear  the  reasons  of  the  gentleman  for  desiring  the 
matter  assigned  for  today. 

Alderman  Stebbius— I  made  the  motion  to  take 
the  order  from  the  table  and  specially  assign  it 
for  today,  that  the  subject  might  be  considered 
and  disposed  of.  If  it  is  the  desire  of  the  City 
Council  to  make  application  to  the  Legislature  at 
its  present  session,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  or- 
der to  pass  at  the  present  time,  otherwise  it  will 
be  ruled  out  and  defeated  this  year.  I  made  the 
motion  because  I  thought  the  subject  should  be 
decided,  and  not  because  I  am  an  advocate  of  the 
expenditure  for  parks  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  order  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Alderman  Wonhington — I  trust  we  shall  not 
indefinitely  postpone  this  subject.  It  is  altogether 
'too  important  for  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston,  ahd  for  its  future  prosperity,  to  Lejndefi- 
nitely  postponed.  The  experience  of  every  city  in 
this  Union,  without  exemption,  I  think — at  least 
cities  of  the  size  of  Boston — is  that  it  is  a  very 
great  advantage  to  have  public  parks  and  squares. 
Chicago,  Ne-v  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
numerous  other  cities  have  expended  money  for 
parks,and  in  several  cases  have  received  back 
more  money  than  they  paid  out,  so  that  it  is  dem- 
onstrated to  be  a  money-making  as  well  as  health- 
promoting  scheme.  New  York, as  anyone  can  see 
by  examining  the  reports,  has  spent  some  $13,- 
000,000,  and  the  income  fiom  the  ac  join- 
ing territory  more  than  pays  the  interest 
on  the  expenditure.  Baltimore  has  a  very  large 
number  of  «,cres  devoted  to  parks  and  squares, 
the  income  fiom  which  is  very  large  indeed,  and 
the  advantage  to  the  city  is  very  great.  If  gentle- 
men will  look  at  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
who  were  appointed  last  year,  after  this  order 
was  discussed  in  the  City  Council  and  in  the  pa- 
pers, and  the  wishes  of  the  people  fully  expressed 
in  its  tavor,  they  will  see  the  very  great  advan- 
tage gained  by  other  cities  in  establishing  parks  ; 
they  will  also  find  the  evidence  of  gentlemen  well 
verked  on  the  subject,  and  their  testimony  is 
strongly  in  its  favor.  I  hardly  know  what  poi'tion 
of  the  report  of  the  Park  Commission  to  read; 
every  word  of  it  is  important  for  this  board  to 
consider;  there  is  not  a  word  iu  the  report  that  is 
not  directly  aud  strongly  in  favor  of  the  city  of 
Boston  laying  out  parks  and  boulevards  for  the 
better  health  of  the  people. 

[The  Alderman  read  a  lengthy  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  Park  Commission,  beginning  on 
page  7,  relating  to  the  sanitary  improvements 
needed  in  the  city,  and  then  he  resumed  his  re- 
marks.] 

I  could  read  more.  It  is  important  for  us  to 
read  and  reflect  upon  this  report.  Sufficient 
reason  is  given  there  why  we  should  have  parks 
and  squares,  and  why  we  should  pass  this  order 
now.  This  order  is  merely  for  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take 
or  purchase  lauds  lor  a  puDlic  park. 
The  argument  made  against  it  is  that 
it  is  an  entering  wedge.  Sir,  that  may 
be  true,  because  it  will  give  us  authority;  but  the 
Mayor  will  have  no  authoiity  to  take  land  with- 
out the  consent  of  this  Board,  and  it  will  be  no 
harm  to  obtain  this  authority  from  the  Legisla- 
tuie,  so  that  in  case  the  Government  decides  to 
have  parks  and  a  favorable  opportunity  is  offered, 
the  lands  may  be  secured.  Isow  we  have  uo  pos- 
sible way  of  doiug  that;  we  must  remain  as  we 
are,  for  we  have  no  authority.  Therefore  I  think 
v  e  should  request  i  he  Mayor  to  petition  for  this 
authority,  and  whether  we  immediately  lay  out 
parks  or'not. 

Alderman  Qumcy— I  have  no  desire,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  unnecessarily  augment  by  a  penny  the 
burdens  which  now  weigh  heavily  on  the  tax- 
payer, but  still  I  agree  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
that  a  wise  foresight  should  induce  us  to  take  the 
step  proposed  at  the  present  time.  How  often  do 
we  hear  it  said,  that  had  our  ancestors  realized  in 
the  least  what  was  to  be  the  future  of  their  city, 
they  would  have  undertaken  and  carried  out  for 
our  benefit,  at  a  then  trifling  expense,  the  very 
improvement*  which  are  now  costing  us  millions. 
They  may  have  been  excusable  in  failing  to  ap- 
preciate their  city's    future,  but  can  we  say  as 


much  for  ourselves  unless  we  wilfully  shut  our 
eyes  to  indications  which  have  already  called 
forth  the  comments  of  our  rivals?  Look  at 
the  impetus  which  commerce  must  surelv  re- 
ceive by  the  opening  of  the  tunnel  route 
and  consider  the  splendid  terminal  facilities  of- 
fered by  the  oouth  Boston  flats  in  connection 
with  the  railway  schemes  ;  rojected,  and  we  must 
surely  agree  with  the  editorial  opinion  of  the  New 
York  Times  to  the  effect  that  Boston  may  easily 
attain  the  first  rank  as  a  commercial  port  and  at- 
tain apieemineioe  which  will  result  in  immensely 
increa.-ing  the  export  trade  of  the  country.  Be- 
lieving as  I  do  in  the  high  position  which  our  city 
is  destined  to  assume  among  the  metropolises  of 
the  New  World,  I  think  we  can  hardly  do  better 
than  to  take  the  advice,  though  not  exactly  in  the 
intended  sense,  offered  us  by  Boston's  poet  many 
years  ago  in  connection  with  a  scheme  of  which 
we  now  see  the  accomplishment.  Among  the  lat- 
ter-day warnings  which  he  enumerates  we  read — 

"When  the  first  locomotive's  wheel 
Rolls  through  the  Hoosac  Tunnel's  bore, 
Till  then  let  Cumming  blaze  away, 

And  Miller's  saints  blow  up  the'globe; 
But  when  you  see  that  blessed  day, 

Then  order  your  ascension  robe!" 

We  have  now  seen  that  blessed  day,  and  though 
we  may  hardly  anticipate  the  millennium,  is  it 
not  a  sign  that  Boston's  ascension  to  a  higher 
rank  as  a  commercial  metropolis  than  she  has 
ever  yet  enjoyed  is  at  hand,  and  iu  that  view  may 
we  not  consider  the  proposed  park  or  system  of 
parks  as  a  robe  or  ornament  both  fitting  and 
necessary  for  the  rank  and  position  which  awaits 
Boston  in  the  near  future?  If  so,  let  us  give  our 
orders  now,  while  laud  is  cheap,  aud,  as  his  Honor 
has  suggested,  pay  for  improvement  thereon  by 
decrees  as  we  can  afford  it,  trusting  to  tue  better- 
ments to  take  caie  of  the  interest  on  original  pur- 
chase money.  Then  we  may  fairly,  expect  that 
our  posteiity  will  give  us  credit  for  having  read 
and  profited  by  the  lessons  of  experience. 

In  reply  to  the  suggestion  tha  t  this  i«  going  to 
entail  a  large  expense.  I  would  call  attention  to 
the  subject  of  a  new  Court  House.  We  have  had 
authority|for|a  uumber  of  years  to  take  lands  for  a 
Court  House,  but  iiothing'has  ever  been  done.  I 
fail  to  see  that  harm  can  result  by  obtaining  the 
desired  authority  from  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  all  vcry fine  to  talk  about 
the  health  of  the  city,  and  to  show  what  other  cit- 
ies have  done.  There  is  one  thing  which  to  me  is 
the  mo  t  important  in  this  world.  It  i«  honor  and 
credit.  And  is  there  a  city  in  this  Union  today 
whose  honor  and  credit  stand  as  high  as  the  city 
of  Boston's?  And  why  is  it  so?  It  is  because  she 
has  enjoyed  a  pruaeut,  economical  and  honest 
administration  of  her  affairs,  aud  she  has  always 
maintained  her  honor  and  credit,  because 
those  who  have  had  the  administration  of 
the  Government  have  been  very  careful 
to  gi.aid  the  city  from  ever  entering  into 
such  wild  scheme?  as  this  appears  to  be. 
Now,  sir,  we  all  know  theie  is  not  one  single 
reason  why  other  cities  need  or  should  have  a 
park  that  applies  to  Boston,  the  whole  suburbs  of 
which  form  an  elegant  park,  which  will  compare 
favorably  with  those  in  any  city  in  this  country.- 
I  do  not  mean  to  deny  the  sanitary  advantages  6f 

I  larks;  but  1  object  to  all  tliese  arguments. 
iecause  they  lead  people  to  believe 
that  Boston  is  the  most  unhealthy  place  in 
the  country — the  reason  given  for  which  is 
that  we  have  no  parks.  Now.  sir.  all 
who  take  the  trouble  to  search  into  the  matter, 
know  that  Boston  is  not  the  most  unhealthy,  but 
one  of  the  most  healthy  cities  in  the  country":  aud 
these  figures  in  t\*e  report  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sion, showing  that  the  death  rate  is  iucrea-ing 
every  year,  are  calculated  to  lead  people 
astray.  I  have  seen  statistics  within  a  few 
days  showing  that  since  the  addition  of 
West  Roxbuiy  and  Charle'stowu  the  death 
rate  is  less  than  it  was  btfore.  The  yea'-  when  the 
smallpox  prevailed  is  put  down  here  as  a 
scare,  and  to  show  that  Boston  is  growing  un- 
healthy. I  do  lot  deny  the  sanitary  advantages 
of  public  parks;  1  have  no  objections  to  the  city 
laving  them  out  when  we  can  afford  to  do  so.  But 
it  is  of  more  advantage  for  Boston  to  promote  its 
business  interests,  to  give  a*  impetus  to  its  man- 
ufactures, and  to  extend  such  encouragement  to 
capitalists  that  they  will  stay  here  and  do  busi- 
ness. Now.  what  is  the  greatest  curse  that 
ever  befell  any  community  or  country?  It  is  a 
high  rate  of  taxation,  and  I  say  the  city  of  Boston 
is  not  competent  to  stand   a   more  exorbitant  rate 
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of  taxation  than  it  is  burdened  with  now,  anil  un- 
less we  do  something  to  lessen  taxation  we  shall 
lose  many  more  of  our  business  men.  1  liavebeen 
at  work  on  two  or  three  committees  today,  inak- 
viig  up  the  estimates  for  the  coming  year; 
in  company  with  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
I  have  looked  over  many  petitions  for  public- 
improvements,  for  grading  and  paving:  streets, 
and  1  have  not  seen  one  that  ought  not  to  be  done 
today.  But  still  I  have  had  to  tell  him  to  throw 
aside  more  than  one-half  of  them  in  order  to  out 
down  the  appropriation.  The  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing ought  to  have  nvo  millions  of  dollars  this  year; 
we  had  thirteen  hund  red  thousand  dollars  list  year, 
and  have  been  looking  about  to  see  how  we  could 
out  ir  down,  and  do  something  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  taxation  in  the  city  of  Boston.  This  h  ts  been 
the  case  with  the  other  committees  I  have  met  to- 
dav,  and  the  same  applies  to  every  department  in 
the  city  today  They  mast  pass  by  some  im- 
provements which  seem  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  business  ol  the  city  and  put  the  citi- 
zens in  a  safe  condition.  They  must  let  many 
improvements  lie  over  fo-  another  .year,  to 
see  if  we  cannot  reduce  taxation.  A  gre  it  deal 
of  stress  is  laid  by  the  Park  Commissioners 
on  the  low  lands  of  '  Boston ;  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  high  death  rate  and  prevailing  disease 
conies  from  them,  and  the  only  way  to  save  the 
city  is  to  fill  them  up  and  have  a  park.    Now,  sir. 

I  dill'er  from  those  doctors  and  the  Hoard  of 
Health.  I  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction ,  that 
you  cannot  prevent  the  greater  portion  of  this  in- 
creased death  rate— if  if  is  caused  by  a  want  of 
proper  drainage,  as  they  say— -by  laying  out  a  pub- 
lic park  there.  If  improper  drainage  ha-  any- 
thing to  do  with  it,  the  cause  is  in  the 
improper  manner  in  which  the  best  houses 
in  Boston  are  connected  with  sewer*.  This  it  is 
that  fills  the  best  houses  on  the  Bark  Bay  with  im- 
pure air,  and  a  very  small  part  of  the  trouble  is 
caused  by  the  emptying  of  the  sewers  into  the 
water.  1  say  this  without  fear  of  contradiction 
from  any  physician,  and  if  gentlemen  will  look 
into  it  they  will  find  the  same  thing.  The 
gentleman  talks  about  our  ancestors,  and 
what  they  might  have  done  if  they  had 
looked  ahead.  1  say.  when  they  laid  out  a  part  of 
Washington  street  a  hundred  feet  in  width,  and 
built  the  Milldam,  that  is  evidence  that  they  did 
look  ahead,  and  went  as  fast  as  their  means  and 
the  demands  of  the  times  would  warrant  them. 
The  taxpayers  of  today  do  not  want  us  to  go  one 
step  farther  in  this  matter  of  parks.  I 
should  be  glad  if  the  city  of  Boston  could  afford 
to  have  them ;  but  she  cannot.  They  cannot  be 
laid  out  without  the  city  assuming  a'  large  debt, 
and  I  say  you  should  not  add  one  dollar  to  the 
present  debt  of  the  city  of  Boston,  if  you  do  not 
want  to  drive  our  best  taxpayers  out  of  the 
city.  As  1  said  before,  I  have  spent  this  day  in 
trying  to  see  bow  many  matters  we  could  retrench 
in,  and  1  contend  that  this  is  one  of  the  improve- 
ments that  should  be  postponed  for  the  present. 
When  Boston  can  afford  to  have  a  public  park,  I 
shall  be  as  proud  of  it  as  any  genileman  in  this 
Board  ;  but  I  do  not  want  to  see  any  steps  taken 
today  mat  will  commit  the  citv  to  this  expensive 
improvement.  1  therefore  move  that  the  oaier  be 
indetini'.elv  postponed. 

Alderman  Bower  in  the  chair. 

Aldci man  Clark — Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose at  this  time  to  argue  either  in  favor  or 
against  a  public  park  for  the  city  of  Boston.  1'  be- 
lieve that  the  sentiment  of  the  people  is  too  well 
understood  upon  this  subject  to  require  any  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  such  a  measure  whenever  the 
financial  condition  of  the  city  will  admit  of  ic,  and 
that  this  condition  will  soon  return  to  us  is  sure  if 
we  impiove  our  advantages  and  make  this, 
as  we  may.  the  most  important  commercial 
depot  upon  the  Atlantic  coast,  both  for 
the  exportation  of  merchandise  to  foreign 
countries  and  its  importation  and  distribution 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  coun- 
try. No  city  has  such  natural  advantages,  and 
nowhere  can  business  be  done  so  expeditiously  or 
so  economically  as  here.  All  that  we  need  is  for 
our  capitalists  to  interest  themselves  in  helping 
for  warn  increased  railroad  and  terminal  facilities. 
Such  an  investment  of  capital  is  demanded 
bv  an  already  increased  business  and  is 
sure  to  return  handsome  dividends  and  keep 
occupied  the  splendid  warehouses  which  have 
been  erected.  Our  moneyed  men  should  invest 
here  instead  of  building  railroads  and  cities  in 
other  sections  of  the  country  and  by  their  neglect 
injuring  the   one  in  which  their  capital  has  been 


accumulated.  For,  sir,  there  is  hardly  a  railroad 
in  (he  West  or  South  that  h^s  not  been  built  liy 
the  aid  of  Boston  capital,  and  without  the  energy 
and  capital  of  this  city  the  Pacific  Railroad 
would  still  be  among  the  things  talked  of,  but  not 
accomplished  ;  and  today  Boston  capital  is  seeking 
Investment  in  unsuccessful  Arkansas  and  Texas 
railroads,  and  leaving  one  of  the  most,  promising 
lines  to  the  West,  having  its  terminus  in  the  very 
heart  of  our  city,  unfinished  for  the  I  ;ek  of  funds 
so  freely  invested  in  distant  enterprises.  If  the 
capitalists  ot  Boston,  instead  of  investing  funds 
in  distant  enterprises,  will  look  a  little  to  the  in- 
terests of  one  which  leads  directly  into  the  heart 
of  our  city,  business  will  at  once  improve,  ami 
this  cry  of  high  taxation  and  hard  times  will  cea  ■<■. 
The  necessity,  however,  of  improved  drainage  for 
a  large  ind  ripidly  ..roving  Action  cf  iiircit'.  is 
a  fact  which  cannot  be  ignored  and  which  claims 
an  early,  earnest  and  most  careful  consideration, 
Recent'  developments  in  regard  to  the  large  in- 
crease in  the  death  rats  make  it  imperative  that 
this  most  vital  of  all  our  conditions,  the  health 
ot  our  people,  should  receive  without  dela> 
the  consideration  of  this  body,  and  that 
every  means  should  be  nsed  which  may  seem  to 
be  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end. 
We  are  placed  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  guard- 
ians of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people,  the 
poor  as  well  is  the  rich,  and  we  shall  prove  un- 
faithful to  our  trust  if  we  longer  pass  unheeded 
the  admonitions  which  we  have  received  from  so 
many  sources  and  from  our  own  knowledge  of  the 
facts. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  health  of  the  entire  south- 
ern Back  Bay  section  of  our  city  is  seriously 
affected  at  the  present  time,  and  will  continue  to 
be  more  and  more  endangered  in  the  future  by 
the  poisonous  influences  which  come  from  an  mi- 
perfect  and  inadequate  System  of  drainage.  The 
great  sewer  which  drains  a  large  section  of  the 
Highlands  and  which  takes  the  sewage  of 
all  the  principal  breweries  terminates  on 
the  west  side  ot  Parker  street,  and  spreads 
its  filth  over  hundreds  of  acres  of  flats, 
and  the  air  which  should  prove  such  a  blessing 
dining  the  heats  of  summer,  is  filled  with  the 
poisonous  stench,  and  is  carried  into  every  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  the  promoter  of  sickness  and 
death  instead  tit  health  and  its  attendant  bless- 
ings. Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Boar  .1  to  the  communication  from  the  Board 
of  Health  to  the  City  Council  ot  1874,  dated  Dec. 
17,  and  with  your  permission  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  mj'  Statements  I  will  read  from  this  re- 
port. 

[The  Alderman  read  at  length  from  City  Docu- 
ment 112  of  1874,  being  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Health  upon  the  necessity  of  improved 
sewerage  in  the  Koxbury  Canal,  Stony  Brook  and 
Muddy  Brook,  and  resumed.! 

Mr.  Chairman— I  am  informed  by  competent  en- 
gineering authority  that  the  be-t  and  almost  the 
only  way  to  improve  the  drainage  of  this  section 
is  to  adopt  some  system  which  will  carry  the 
sewage  beyond  the  flats  out  into  the  bay,  where 
the  channel  is  sufficiently  deep  to  prevent  its  re- 
turn. UnfoitunatTly  the  grade  of  the  land  is  un- 
favorable for  the  construction  of  such  a  se  h  er.  It 
is  too  flat,  and  without  the  aid  of  tide  water 
the  end  sought  for  could  not  be  accomplished; 
but  by  the  construction  of  a  water  basin  in  vviiich 
the  water  could  be  raised  or  lowered  at  pleasure 
with  each  returning  tide  a  sufficient  quantity 
could  be  forced  through  th°  sewers  and  thus  make 
the  system  as  complete  and  perfect  as  that  cf 
Paris',  which  I  understand  to  be  the  best  of 
any  city  in  the  world.  It  is  not  proposed, 
as  some  writer  has  either  ignorantly  or  ma- 
liciously stated,  to  make  this  basin  a  recepti- 
cle  of  sewage  matter — it  is  that  already — 
but  to  reclaim  it  from  what  it  now  is  and  fili  it 
with  pure  water  which  may  be  used  by  the  action 
of  the  tide  in  cleansing  the  sewers  from  impuri- 
ties twice  during  twenty-four  hours.  Now,  Mr. 
Clniiman,  in  order  to  be  able  to  carry  out  this 
method,  it  this  is  found  to  be  the  best,  it  will  te 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  right  from  tbe 
Legislature  to  take  or  purchase  lands  for  this  pur 
pose.  The  right,  I  say,  do  take;  because  it  would 
perhaps  be  impossible  to  buy  them  at  a  fair  price 
if  it  was  found  that  we  must  have  them; 
and  if  we  desire  to  obtain  this  right  we  must  ask 
for  it;  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman, Icontend  that 
we  by  our  votes  today  should  authorize  the  Mayor 
to  obtain  or  try  to  obtain  from  the  Legislature 
the  authority  necessary  to  control  the  so-called 
full  ba<in  and  properly  sewer  and  dtain  this  section 
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of  the  city,  wliicli  cannot  be  properly  drained  with- 
out it.  The  whole  of  the  property  necessary  for  this 
enterprise  is  in  danger  ot  being  lost  to  us  by  being- 
filled  up  and  built  upon.  For  the  same  enterprise 
which  has  filled  the  flats  on  this  side  of  the  basiu 
and  created  such  a  large  amounr.  of  taxable  prop- 
erty lor  the  city,  will  ultimately  extend  beyond  to 
the  Highlands  of  Brookline.  I  do  not,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, wish  to  be  considered  as  unnecessarily 
alarmed  in  regard  to  this  subject,  or  as  imagining 
evils  where  none  exist;  but  I  have  for  the  past 
thife  years  given  it  much  thought,  and  cannot 
but  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
vital  to  the  health  of  the  people  and  the 
future  growth  and  pr<sperity  of  the  city: 
and  believing  as  I  do  that  with  a  pioper  sj  stem  of 
drainage  ours  would  be  one  of  the  healthiest  cities 
in  the  world  in  proportion  to  population,  I  shall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  advocate  at  all  times  such 
measures  as  will  tend  to  accomplish  that  end. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  somewhat  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Alderman  from  the  Twelfth  Ward, 
who,  while  assenting  in  general  to  the  re- 
port if  the  Park  Commissioners,  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  was  not  quite  ready  in  view  of 
the  heavy  debt  upon  us  and  the  dulness  of  busi- 
ness to  incur  any  unnecessary  expense  at  present. 
I  quite  agree  with  him  and  with  those  who  in- 
dorse his  caution,  and  I  trust  that  no  expenditure 
of  moDey  will  be  made  for  any  purpose  whatever 
which  is  not  clearly  for  tne  interest  of 
our  whole  people.  In  authorizing  the  Mayor 
to  petition  the  Legislature,  as  the  order 
provides,  we  make  no  expeuoiture  of  money,  nor 
does  it  involve  the  expenditure  of  a  single  dollar. 
It  may  be  uiged  that  there  is  daneer  in  possessing 
this  right,  lest  it  be  used  before  the  proper  time 
arrives;  that  it  wouid  be  unsafe  for  this  Board  to 
possess  this  right  lest  they  abuse  it.  Is  it  possible, 
Mr.  Chaiiman,  that  the  men  who  occupy  these 
seats  cannot  be  safely  trusted  with  such  authori- 
ty? Is  it  unsafe,  gentlemen,  to  entrust  you  w'th 
po»  er  from  the  State  to  protect  the  health  "and  Jives 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  for  one 
have  too  inuch  confidence  in  the  integrity  and 
honor  of  this  Board  to  believe  that  they  cannot 
be  trusted  with  this  or  any  right  which  the  Legis- 
lature may  choose  to  grant  the  city  for  this  pur- 
pose or  any  purpose  whatsoever;  if  such  is  not 
the  case,  we  are  un wot  thy  the  seats  we  occupy. 
Not  a  dollar  can  be  spent,"  if  this  right  is  obtained, 
in  the  laying  out  of  parks  or  in  building  of  sewers 
until  you  decide  that  the  iuterest  of  the  city 
requires  it  and  approve  "f  it  by  your  votes.  Gen- 
tlemsn,  I  believe,  with  His  Honor,  that  the  matter 
would  be  safe  in  your  hands.  Mr.  Chaiiman,  I 
have  endeavored  to  show  that  a  necessity  exists 
for  immediate  action  by  the  City  Council  for  im- 
proved sewerage  facilities,  and  in  order  to  carry 
out  this  improvement  to  the  best  advantage,  it 
will  doubtless  he  necessary  to  obtain  legislative 
authority.  I  have  been  led  to  a  belief  in  tins  neces- 
sity from«the  reports  of  the  boards  of  health,  both 
city  and  State,  from  the  opmions  of  some  of  our 
most  eminent  physicians  who  have  made  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city  a  study, 
and  from  my  own  senses  of  sight  and  smeil.  If 
the  right  is  obtained  and  it  should  be  tound 
that  the  best  method  for  an  ample  and 
perfect  system  of  drainage  would  involve 
the  taking  of  a  portion  of  the  flats  be- 
yond Parker  street  for  a  reservoir  of  pure  wa- 
ter for  purposes  which  I  kave  already  mentioned, 
the  whole  territory  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood will  be  so  much  improved  that  the  increased 


income  from  taxes  would  soon  pay  the  interest  on 
the  whole  outlay.  Mr.  Chan-man,  nature  has 
done  much  to  make  this  one  of  the  most  healthy 
and  beautiful  cities  of  America.  She  has  given 
us  a  magnificent  harbor ;  a  beautiful  river  border- 
ing one  of  our  prineiple  driveways,  which  will 
afford  an  abundant  supply  for  a" lake  of  pure 
water,  in  what  will  to  >n  be  our  very  centre.,  from 
which  we  may  derive  the  cornhined  benefits  of 
health  and  pleasure  for  the  masses  of  our  people, 
and  if  we  improve  these  oppoi  trinities  which  so 
abundantly  surround  us,  we  shall  accomplish  that 
for  our  city  which  will  entitle  us  to  the  gratitude 
of  the  present  and  the  blessings  of  the  future. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  my  views  in  regard  to 
this  very  important  matter.  1  do  not  believe  any 
subjict  has  come  befoie  this  Government  in  years 
past,  or  will  come  before  it  the  present  year,  that 
is  half  as  important  as  this,  which  looks  to  the 
better  drainage  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  hope  the 
Aldei man  from  Ward  12,  when  he  was  looking 
over  the  estimates,  did  not  attempt  to  cut  down 
the  appropriation  for  the  better  drainage 
of  the  citj.  I  believe  it  is  of  infinitely  more  impor- 
tance than  the  appropriation  for  paving,  and  that 
the  expenditure  for  drainage  and  sewerage  should 
be  incieased  rather  than  curtailed.  Let  every 
other  appropriation  be  curtailed  rather  than  that 
for  good  diainage.  It  is  a  fact  which  cannot  be 
winked  out  of  sight  that  the  city  of  Boston,  which 
ought  to  be  the  most  healthy,  is  one  of  the  most 
unhealthy  cities  of  the  United  States. 

Alderman  Harris — Will  the  gentleman  give  his 
a  uthority  ? 

Alderman  Clark — My  authority  comes  from  the 
city  and  State  hoards  of  health  and  the  most 
competent  physicians.  There  is  no  more  compe- 
tent physician  than  the  gentleman  who  wrote  the 
report  of  the  Park  Commission,  and  if  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Charlestown  District  has  read  that 
report  he  will  have  no  occasion  to  ask  my  author- 
ity for  that  statement.  It  is  a  fact  that  business 
has  been  dull  and  unsatisfactory  for  some 
months;  but  that  is  no  sign  that  it  is  always 
going  to  remain  so.  The  time  will  come  when 
the  people  of  Bostou  will  ask  for  and  have  a  park, 
but  I  am  not  in  favor  of  spending  money  lor  a 
park  now ;  aJl  I  ask  for  is  that  the  Mayor  shall 
have  authority  to  ask  the  Legislatuie  f  orpower  to 
take  lands  to  promote  the  proper  drainage  of  the 
city.  We  are  not  obliged  to  use  it  if  we  do  not  see 
fit."  The  city  of  Boston  need  not  be  afiaid  of  ob- 
taining too  many  rights  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  there  is  no  danger  of  that.  The  remark 
that  to  have  this  power  would  be  danaerons,  I 
consider  to  be  a  reflection  upou  this  Board  that 
we  do  not  deserve.  I  think,  perhaps,  that  the  or- 
der needs  an  amendment,  and  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing: 

••Said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  by 
a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  present  and  voting 
thereon  at  meetings  duly  called  for  that  purpose 
in  the  several  wards." 

That.  Mr.  Chairman,  leaves  the  whole  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  people;  and  if  we  obtain  this 
right,  it  is  for  the  people  to  say  whether  they  will 
have  parks  or  not,  and  whether  they  will  have 
proper  drainage  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  of 
their  families. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  postponed  till  Thurs- 
day next  at  i1/.,  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott.  the  Board  ad- 
iourned.  and  stood  adjourned  to  Thursday  next  at 
4  P.  M. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Superintendent  of  Pawnbrokers — William  H. 
McCausland,  vice  EbenezerShute,  resigned. 

Superintendent  of  Intelligence  Offices— Henry 
C.  Hemmenway,  vice  Harrison  O.  Read,  resigned. 

Constable— Charles  S.  Tasker,  for  duty  at  East 
Boston  Municpal  Court,  vice  William  H.  McCaus- 
land promoted. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Nicholas  Corcoran,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
■wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Linden  street. 

To  the  Commitee  on  County  Accounts.  Consta- 
bles of  the  South  Boston  Municipal  Court,  for  in- 
Grease  of  compensation. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances.  John 
H.  Wright  et  al.,  that  the  driving  of  cattle  in  the 
public  streets  may  be  regulated  or  restrained. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Michael  McDon- 
ald, that  the  grade  of  Starr  street,   Ward  17,  be 

pc*f"  n  \\\  i  sll  P  fl 

Valentine  Homer,  for  leave  to  place  a  lantern  in 
front  of  his  stoie  on  Washington  street,  at  Rox- 
bury. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election  for  second  assistant  asses- 
sors. Aldermen  Harris  and  Pope  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows  • 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Ward  1.    (2  Districts.) 

John  Hartnett < 3 

Isaiah  Whitten 12 

George  Shackf ord » 

Ward  2.    1.2  Districts.) 

James  E.  Toner 9 

William  N.Stan-ett 11 

C.  F.  McDevitt i      , 

Ward  3.     (1  District.) 
M.F.Wells * 

A.  R.  Holden 5 

Joseph  Allen 3 

Ward  4.     (2  Districts.) 

Martin  Dowling 12 

W.  S.  Whitney 12 

Ward  5.    (2  Districts.) 

Roger  H.  Scannell 9 

John  J.  Murphy 11 

P.J.  Hastings 3 

B.  Uallender 1 

WardG.    (1  District.) 
John  T.  PriDce ' 12 

Ward  7.    (2  Districts.) 

Jeremiah  Sullivan 6 

Dennis  Moore 8 

Dud  ley  Pray hi 

Ward  8.     (1  District.) 
Ira  D.  Davenport 12 

Ward  9.    (2  Districts.) 

Francis  R.   Stoddard 12 

Frederick  A.  Wilkins 12 

Ward  10.    (1  District.) 
F.  S.  Risteen 12 

Ward  11.    (1  District.) 

William  B.  Smart 10 

S.  S.  Curtworth 2 

Ward  12.    (2  Districts.) 

Thomas  Leavitt '. 12 

John  E.  Huntress 8 

William  Gallagher 4 

Ward  13.    (1  District.) 
Edward  W.  Dolan 12 

Ward  14.    (2  Districts.) 

Elbridge  G.Scott 12 

William  H.  Mcintosh 12 

Ward  15.    (2  Districts.) 

Edward  Kelley 7 

John  0.  Coombs 8 

John  W.  Steele 7 

I.  F.  Atwood 2 

Ward  10.    (3  Districts.) 

George  W.  Conant " 12 

E.  H.^R.  Buggies  12 

Richardson  Hutchinson 12 


Ward  17.    (2  Districts.) 

George  H.  Williams 11 

Edward  M.  Skinner 9 

Alden  Bartlett 4 

Ward  19.    (1  District.) 

Richard  B.  Smart » 

J.  F.  Taylor 3 

Ward  20.    (1  District.) 

Dennis  G.  Quirk 12 

Ward  21.    (1  District.) 

Isaac  W.Derby 9 

Henrv  Dana 2 

Isaac  W.  Taylor 1 

Ward  22.    (1  District.) 

D.  D.  Taylor 12 

And  Messrs.  Whitten,  Shackford,  Toner,  Star 
rett,  Dowlrng,  Whitney,  Scannell, Murphy,  Prince; 
Moore,  Pray,  Davenport,  Stoddard,  Wilkins.  Ris- 
teen, William  B.  Smart,  Leavitt,  Huntress,  Dolan, 
Scott,  Mcintosh,  Coombs,  Conant,  Ruggles,  Rich- 
ardson, Williams,  Skinner,  Richard  B.  Smart, 
Quirk,  Derby  and  Taylor  were  elected. 
Second  Ballot,  {to  fill  vacancy  in  Ward  three.) 

Michael  F.  Wells 1 

Joseph  Allen 3 

A.  R.  Holden b 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Third  Ballot,  (do.) 

Michael  F.  Wells 4 

A.  R.  Holden 6 

Joseph  Allen ■. 2 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Fourth  Ballot,  (do.) 

A.  E.  Holden 6 

Michael  F.  Wells 4 

Joseph  Allen 2 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Fifth  Ballot  (do). 

A.  R.  Holden 7 

M.F.Wells 3 

Joseph  Allen 2 

Aud  Mr.  Holden  was  declared  elected. 

Sixth  Ballot  (to  fill  vacancy  in  Ward  Fifteen). 

Edward  Kelly 3 

J.  V.  Atwood. 1 

John  W.  Stee  re 8 

And  Mr.  Steere  was  declared  elected. 
Certificate  sent  down. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

O.xle:  to  allow  Glover  &  Jones  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  a  wharf  in  rear  of  Commercial  street. 
Ward  16.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  to  pay  F.  B.  and  J.  M.  Austin  §15,542.50, 
for  land  damages  on  Pleasant  street,  Coarles- 
town.    Passed. 

Order  for  Assessors  to  verify,  if  the  committee 
deem  it  expedient,  the  Treasurer's  manuscript  for 
collection  of  taxes.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  for  an  amendment  of  section  50  of  the 
Police  Rules,  so  that  day  and  night  officers  shall 
not  be  present  at  the  same  time  at  roll  call  in  the 
station  houses.    Passed. 

Order  to  amend  the  Police  Rules  so  that  thirty- 
five  years  shall  be  the  maximum  age  at  time  of 
appointment  of  members  of  the  department. 

Alderman  Power— I  object  to  any  such  change 
as  that.  Unless  the  present  generation  has  sadly 
degenerated.it  reems  to  me  there  is  uo  necessity 
for  the  adoption  of  any  such  rule.  It  used  to  be. 
when  I  was  growing  up,  that  a  man  was  in  his 
prime  at  forty,  and  1  have  not  seeu  anything  to 
warrant  me  in  believing  that  it  is  not  so  now,  if  a 
man  lives  as  he  should.  Any  man  who  is  fit  to  be 
appointed  a  policeman  should  be  of  good  habits, 
and  live  prudently  and  teiupeiately.  and  if  he  has 
done  that  he  must  be  in  the  prime  of  life  at  forty 
years  of  age.  I  have  seeu  offices  which  are  much 
more  important  and  call  for  more  talent,  as  well 
as  mental  and  bodily  strength,  thanja  policeman  s 
does,  filled  by  persons  who  it  was  thought  were 
not  too  old  at  sixty  to  be  appointed.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  proposed  amenduieut  to  the  rules 
should  not  be  made.  If  a  man  is  qualified  in 
everyway  to  be  a  policeman,  being  over  thirty- 
five  years'  old  should  not  preclude  hisappointrneut 
to  the  office,  and  I  ho^e  that  provision  will  not 
be  put  in  the  rules. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  was  hoping  that  some 
member  of  the  Police  Committee  would  respond 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  but  as  they  do 
not  I  will  say  that  the  order  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  I  will  admit  that  a  man  is  in  the  prime 
of  life  at  forty  years;  but  after  that  time  lie  is  on 
the  descending' rathci  than  the  ascending  route. 
I  think  that  to  secure  the  services  of  good  men  on 
the  force  we  should  not  exceed  the  limit  made  by 
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this  order.  We  all  know  the  peculiar  duties  the 
police  have  to  perform,  requiring  not  only  the 
strength  of  a  young  man,  bur  very  hard  labor, 
which  an  old  man  is  not  able  to  give  to  the  service 
of  the  city.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  sustained, 
for  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

Aldeimao  Burrage— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  has  correctly  stated  the  motives  which  influ- 
enced the  committee  in  .recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order.  Undoubtedly,  men  will  grow 
old  in  the  service,  and  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the 
city,  I  understand,  to  discharge  faithful  servants 
on  account  of  age,  unless  evidence  requires  it,  and 
it  was  thought  best  for  ttiein  to  begin  at  a  young- 
er age  than  forty. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  lay  the  oroer  on  the 
table.    Lost,  by  arising  vote — 5  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Power — It  stems  to  mo  that,  although 
physical  force  ano  ability  are  of  course  absolutely 
necessary  in  a  policeman,  his  mental  qualifica- 
tions are  even  ot  mure  importance  than  tiiose.  I 
may  be  in  error;  may  have  had  better  judgment; 
been  mote  prudent  and  better  fitted  for  the  duties 
of  a  policeman  when  I  was  twenty-one  than  I  am 
now,  but  I  do  not  think  so.  it  docs  not  seem  to 
me  that  any  man  can  at  such  an  early  age  possess 
the  judgment  which  is  necessary  in  a  policeman. 
In  fact,  1  do  not  know  of  any  public  servant  who 
requites  better  judgment  than  a  policeman  should 
have.  While  I  agree  that  as  persons  grow  older, 
there  may  be  an  age  beyond  which  appointments 
Should  not  go,  I  think  that  as  it  stands  now — I 
understand  that  forty  has  been  the  limit — if  the 
rule  is  Strictly  adhered  to,  it  will  be  proper  in  all 
respi  cts,  and  that  gentlemen  should  hesitate  be- 
fore passing  an  order  of  this  kind.  It  is  a  pretty 
serious  matter,  and  1  think  it  would  be  best  to  lay 
it  on  the  table  till  it  has  been  considered  some- 
what more  than  it  has  beeii. 

Alderman  Bigelow— It  is  well  known  that  a  very 
large  proportion  of  our  policemen  are  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  in  making  appointments  we  should  secure 
their  services  prospectively  tor  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  which  will  be  the  case  if  wo  wisely  adopt 
this  order  providing  for  their  appointment  at 
thirty-five  or  under.  I  certainly  hope  the  order 
will  pass. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Alderman  who  last 
spoke  has  anticipated  the  remark  I  was  about  to 
make— that  the  city  has  too  many  policemen  who 
have  passed  the  prime  of  life.  It  is  true  that  the 
great  difficulty,  the  great  drawback  in  the  depart- 
ment is  that  \ve  have  too  many  old  men  connected 
with  it.  It  does  not  seem  proper  tbattheseoldmen 
should  be  discharged,  but  there  do  not  seem 
to  be  sufficient  places,  wheie  the  duties  are  light, 
to  provide  for  these  men.  It  is  well  known  to 
members  of  this  board  that  io.  New  York  and  Lon- 
don the  limit  of  appointments  is  at  thirty-five 
years  of  age. 

Alderman  O'Brien — What  I  object  to  more  par- 
ticularly in  this  order  is  that  it  uroscribes  all  men 
over  thirty-five  years  of  age.  1  am  satisfied  that 
there  are  thousands  of  active,  able-bodied  men 
ranging  from  thirty  five  to  forty  years  of  age  who 
could  serve  the  city  faithfully  in  that  department. 
After  a  man  reaches  thirty-five  or  forty  years  his 
condition  ought  to  be  considered;  some  men  are 
as  young  at  fifty  as  others  are  at  thirty-five,  and 
are  as  able  to  do  duty.  I  object  to  this  order  be- 
cause of  its  proscription  of  all  men  over  thirty- 
five  years  old,  which  it  would  be  injustice  to  do. 

Alderman  Power — One  thing  the  Committee  on 
Police  cannot  deny:  let  them  look  back  to  those 
who  were  appointed  at  the  age  of  forty,  and  I 
think  they  will  find  that  if  those  men  weie  tem- 
perate aud  prudent  then,  they  are  so  today.  They 
have  not  turned  one  off  for  drunkenness,  but  I 
can  find  many  discharged  for  that  cause  who  were 
appointed  at  thirty-five  years  or  j  ounger.  That  is 
my  experience  since  I  have  had  a  seat  at  this 
Board.  Men  appointed  at  forty  have  not 
given  way  to  temptation,  while  it  is  of 
rreauent  occurrence  that  some  of  these  young- 
er men  have  given  way  to  temptation 
and  his  honor  the  Mayor  has  had  to  discharge 
them.  I  think  it  will  prove  a  bad  rule.  As  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  remarked, 
it  proscribes  all  men  older  than  thirty-five.  Of 
course  there  are  many  men  over  thirty-five 
who  are  better  fitted  for  the  service  than 
many  who  are  under  thirty-five.  There  is 
no  necessity  for  such  a  rule.  If  the  Mayor  and 
the  Committee  on  Police  do  their  duty  they  will 
not  take  a  man  who  is  not  fit  for  the  position, 
whether  over   thirty-five  or  under.    It  is  entirely 


in  your  hands  now  to  appoint  these  officeis,  and 
you  are  responsible  for  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
such  a  rule  is  entirely  unnecessary. 

Aldermen  Quincy — If  the  evil  exists — as  I  have 
no  doubt  it  does— that  th"te  are  too  many  old  men 
on  the  active  list  of  the  police  force,  we  ate 
taking  hold  of  the  wrong  end,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  consider  where,  a  policeman's  term 
of  service  should  end,  rather  than  where  it  should 
begin.  There  are  no  doubt  many  cases  where  old 
policemen  cannot  be  actively  employed,  but  the 
public  welfare  must  be  paramount,  and  we  should 
fix  some  limit  beyond  which  their  term  ot  service 
should  not  extend,  instead  of  fixing  the  limit 
where  they  should  begin.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
man  of  thirty-six  years  should  not  be  proscribed 
because  there  is  no  position  in  which  he  can  be 
placed  when  he  grows  too  old  for  active  service.  I 
cannot  vote  for  the  order  in  its  present  form,  but 
I  would  like  to  remedy  the  evil  in  regard  to  plac- 
ing old  men  in  the  service. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  tae  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  order  wis  lost    yeas  6,  nays  6; 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Stebbins,  Worthi  neton — <;. 

Nays — Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power,  Pies~ 
cott,  Quincy,  Viles — 6. 

Order  to  pay  the  lamplighteis  in  Boston,  East 
Bostou  and  South  Boston,  on  and  after  March 
15th  next,  two  cents  per  lamp  per  night.    Passed. 

Preamble  ano  order  levying  assessments  for 
bettermenrs  on  abutters  on  Northampton-street 
district.  [Pages  9  to  19  of  City  Doc.  No.  25.] 
Order  passed  and  sent  down. 

LEXINGTON  AND  CONCORD  CENTENNIAL. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  : 

To  the  Honor, ib/e  the  City  Conned:  Gentlemen— 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  the  en- 
closed communications  fiom  the  inhabitants  of 
the  tovvns  of  Concord  and  Lexington,  inviting 
representations  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to 
he  present  at  the  celebrations  iu  those  towns  ot 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  I  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  invitations  be  accepted  and  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  represent  the  City 
Council  on  those  notable  occasions. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

1775— Concord  Fight- 1875. 
[Cut  of  minute  man.] 
April  19,  1775. 
To  the  Honorable  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor:  Sir — 
The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Concord,  Massa- 
chusetts, cordially  irvite  you  and  a  committee  of 
the  City  Government  to  be  present  as  their  guests 
at  Concord  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  1875,  and 
to  join  with  them  in  celebrating  the  centennial 
anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  E.  R.  Hoab. 

R.  W.  Emebson. 
George  Heywood. 
Committee  of  Invitation. 

1 775 — L  ex  Iwjton — 1875. 
April  10. 

Feb.  1,  1875. 
Sir — The  citizens  of  this  town  have  resolved  to 
celebrate  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  battle 
of  Lexington,  on  the  19th  of  April  next.  The  Rev- 
olution which  made  us  an  independent  nation  is 
worthy  of  the  highest  consideration,  and  no  lo- 
cality can  be  more  appropriate  for  commemo- 
rating its  opening  scenes  than  the  very  spot 
wheie  the  first  blood  was  shed,  the  first  martyrs 
fell,  and  the  first  resistance  in  arms  was  offered 
to  British  aggression.  It  is  proposed  to  arrange 
for  the  celebration  of  the  day  regardful  of  the 
broad  historic  interest  which  pertains  to  the 
event.  The  citizens  of  the  country  generally  are 
invited  to  join  in  the  observances.  The  promi- 
nent features  of  the  day  will  consist  of  an  ora- 
tion, the  unveiling  of  the  statues  of  John  Han- 
cock and  Samuel  Adams— who  had  sought  refuge 
from  British  proscription  in  Lexington,  and  were 
under  its  protection  on  that  day— and  a  public 
dinner.  It  is  expected  that  the  occasion  will  be 
honored  by  the  presence  of  the  Executives  of 
the  United  States  and  the  State  ot  Massa- 
chusetts, representatives  of  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  National  and  State  Govern- 
ments, literary  and  other  organizations,  and  dis- 
tinguished individuals  of  the  republic,  whose 
words  of  eloquence  and  wisdom  will  add  interest 
to  the  occasion.  You  are  respectfully  invited  to 
be  present  with  such    representatives  from   the 
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City  Council  as  rnay  be  deemed  appropriate  for 
the  occasion  as  the  guests  of  the  town. 
Charles  Hudson. 
M.  H.  Mebbiam. 
W.  H.  Munroe. 

Committee  on  Invitations. 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  invitations  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston  from  the  authorities  of  the  towns  of 
Lexington  and  Concord,  to  send   a  committee  to 
attend  tlie  centennial  celebratiou  of  the  battles  of 
Lexington  and  Concord  on  the  19th  of  April  next, 
be  accepted,  and  that  the  chairman  of  the  Board, 
of  Aldermen,  the  President  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and   the   members   of  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Centennial  observance  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth of  June  be  appointed  to  accompany  his 
Honor  the    Mayor   to  Lexington  and  Concord  on 
the  19th  of  April  next,  and  to  represent  this  City 
Council  on  that  occasion. 
Passed. 
Communication  and  resolve  sent  down. 

ANNUAL       REPORT        OF        SUPERINTENDENT        OF 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  presented  City  Document  No. 
27,  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.    Sent  down. 

The  annual  report  of  Charles  Harris,  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets,  was  submitted  in  print.  Prom 
this  it  appears  that  the  amount  expended  and 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving,  etc.,  was 
$1,285,525.10;  charged  to  appropriation  for  Burnt 
District,  $341,160.97;  charged  to  appropriation  for 
Washington-street  Extension,  $50,306.87;  charged 
to  appropriation  for  Washington  and  Essex  Streets, 
$5919.81;  charged  to  appropriation  for  Warren- 
street  Widening,  $935.92;  total,  $1,683,848.67. 
Amount  expended  in  city  proper,  $396,644.92; 
amount  expended  for  Roxbury,  $184,283.02;  amount 
expended  for  South  Boston,  $151 ,606.96 ;  amoun  t  ex- 
pended for  Dorchester,$103,224.01 ;  amount  expend- 
ed for  West  Roxbury,  $87,546.16;  amount  expend- 
ed for  Brighton,  $71,613.48;  amount  expended  for 
Cbarlestown,  $101,357.67;  amount  expended  for 
incidentals,  $74,347.29;  amount  expended  for 
grade  damages,  $17,877.44;  amount  charged  to  ap- 
propriation for  Burnt  District,  $341,160.67;  amount 
expended  charged  to  appropriation  for  Washing- 
ton-street Extension,  $50,306.87;  amount  expended 
for  Washington  and  Essex  streets,  $5919.81; 
amouut  appropriated  for  paving,  etc.,  for  the 
present  financial  year  1874-5,  was  $1,300,000;  total 
expenditures  to  Jan.  1, 1875,  $1,132,417.37;  balance 
of  appropriation  unexpended  Jan.  1,  1875, 
$167,582.63 

The  amount  of  bills  for  edgestones,  construct- 
ing sidewalks,  and  sale  of  material,  lodged  with 
the  City  Treasurer  tor  collection  during  the  year 
1874,  was  $83,506.38.  The  amount  paid  iuto  the 
city  treasury  during  the  same  perjod,  and  credit- 
ed as  having  been  paid  in  by  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment on  account  of  work  done  by  said  depart- 
ment, was  $42,718.80. 

The  cost  of  the  work  done  on  the  burnt  district 
by  the  Paving  Department  in  1873,  was  $60,645.44; 
cost  of  work  in  1874,  $296,109.62 ;  total  cost  of  pav- 
ing, grading,  etc.,  $356,755.06.  Amount  paid  for 
damages  caused  to  estates  by  the  raising  of  the 
grade  of  the  streets,  $45,051.35.  Total  amount  ex- 
pended and  paid  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
Paving  Department  in  1873  and  1874,  $401,806.41. 

There  are  several  unsettled  claims  for  grade 
damages  on  Kilby,  Central  and  Water  streets. 
The  cost  of  the  Washington-street  extension,  in- 
cluding the  lowering  of  Cornhill  and  the  raising 
of  Brattle  street  to  coivf  orm  to  the  grade  of  Wash- 
ington street,  was  $50,306.87.  Claims  for  grade 
damages  on  these  streets  remain  unsettled. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PRINT- 
ING. 

Alderman  Power  presented  City  Document  No. 
26,  the  third  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Printing.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelovv,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

License  for  Billiard  and  Bowling  Alley  Trans- 
ferred—Howard Slade,  88-90  Court  street,  to  Cor- 
delia J.  Slade. 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed — P.  E.  Hassard, 
302  Dudley  street  (changed  from  47  Hanover 
street). 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Professor  Tay- 
lor, for  exhibitions   of   spiritual  manifestations 


during  February,  March  and  April;  John  W.  Mc- 
Donald, to  give  a  vaiiety  entertainment  at  289 
Washington  street,  March  17. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted — Daniel  Heffernan,  96 
Church  street ;  Thomas  M.  Doane,  in  front  of 
•'Melodeon,"  on  Washington  street,  after  nine 
o'clocK  P.  M. ;  Howard  Slade,  92  Court  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  MODE  OF  MAKING  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  change 
in  the  statute  relating  to  the  assessment  for  the 
construction  of  sewers,  as  recommended  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages,  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  Dennis  O'Brien,  $400,  for  widening  of 
Magazine  street;  John  M  >ore,  $2877.50,  for  widen- 
ing of  Shawmut  avenue;  Herman  W.  Young, 
$1259.25,  for  widening  of  Shawmut  avanue. 

Orders  severally  read  once. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tions oJ  Jesse  TJ.  Jones,  for  removal  of  tree  at 
corner  of  Elm  and  Summer  streets,  Charlestcwn, 
and  A.  J.  Carter,  for  removal  of  tree  at  corner  of 
Main  and  Henley  streets,  Charlestowu.  Severally 
accepted. 

SIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Co  minittee  on 
Fire  Department,  submitted  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  of  making  a  pho- 
nographic report  of  the  inquest  on  the  fire  at  145 
Court  street,  amounting  to  $255,  be  allowed  and 
paid  from  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  dowD. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  establishing  the  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  and  to 
report  whether  any  additional  legislation  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  the'City  Council  to  appoint  such  an 
officer  with  power  to  investigate  the  origin  and 
cause  of  tires. 

Alderman  Harris — What  is  contemplated  by  this 
order?  What  are  to  be  the  duties  of  the  Fire 
Marshal  ? 

Alderman  Quincy— This  is  only  an  order  of  in- 
quiry. If  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  de- 
eide'that  it  will  be  desirable  to  try  the  experi- 
ment of  appointing  such  an  officer,  they  will  be 
ready  with  their  explanation.  All  I  can  see  now 
is  that  it  has  been  found  that  the  machinery  for 
conducting  a  fire  inquest  is  very  clumsy,  and  that 
there  is  great  necessity  for  establishing  some 
machinery  which  can  be  put  into  action  at  once, 
in  cases  of  incendiarism,  especially  where  it  is 
supposed  that  a  place  is  set  on  fire  to  get  the  in- 
suiance.  It  has  been  tried  in  New  York  with  suc- 
cess. If  the  committee  think  it  will  be  best  to 
make  the  experiment,  they  will  be  ready  to  make 
auv  explanation.  This  order  commits  the  Board 
to  nothing,  but  if  any  application  is  to  be  made  to 
the  Legislature,  it  should  be  doue  at  once  be'  ore 
they  shut  down  upon  new  business. 

The  order  was  passed  and  i?ent  down. 

GRADE  OF  BOSTON  &  ALBANY  RAILROAD   ON  BACK 
BAY. 

Alderman  Worthingtou  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in  sessiou  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  changing  the  location  aud 
grade  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  in  that 
section  of  the  city  known  as  the  Back  Bay. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington. 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  this 
Board.    Sent  down. 

ROXBURY"  -MUNICIPAL  COURT    ROOM. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  necessary  furniture, 
fixtures  and  heating  apparatus  for  the  Municipal 
Court  room  in  Boston  HigblamKIreeenth  located 
in  the  old  Washington  Schoolhouse.  at  an  expen>e 
not  exceeding  $1500;  the  expense  to  he  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 
Read  ouce. 
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TRANSFER  OF  MARKET  LEASE. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket, submitted  :i  report  in  favor  uf  approval  of 
transfer  of  lease  ot  stall  No.  105  Faueuil  Hall  Mar- 
ket, from  Rog<  r  S.  Mackintosh  to  Joseph  H.  Clark. 
Accepted. 

THE  PUBLIC   PARK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Hoard  took 
up  the  special  assignment,  viz.,  the  order  for  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  tor  authority 
to  take  lands  for  u  public  park  and  assess  better- 
ment-, the  question  being  on  Aldennan  Clark's 
amendment  to  provide  rhat  th;  act  shall  be  ac- 
cepted by  a  majority  of  the  citizens  present  at 
sprci    I  legal  meetings  and  voting  thereon. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  word  "majority"  and  in- 
serting Instead  the  words  "two-thirds." 

ai  lerman  Prescott— I  trust  the  Alderman  from 
the  Charles  town  District  will  give  us  some  reason 
why  he  offers  this  amendment.  The  general  prin- 
ciple id  that  '.he  majority  shall  rule  when  the 
people  are  to  pass  upon  important  measures  sub- 
mitted to  ihem.  1  do  not  know  why  an  exception 
Should  be  made  in  this  case.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  give  some  reason. 

Aldei  man  Harris— My  experience  in  the  Legis- 
lature  has  been  that.  In  anything  involving  a 
large  expenditure,  where  cities  or  towns  are  af- 
fected, it  was  generally  insisted  U]  on  that  the 
vote  authorizing  those  outlays  of  money  should  be 
a  two-thirds'  vote.  That  was  the  rule  when  the 
park  question  was  voted  on  by  the  city  before;  I 
remember  distinctly— being  in  the  Legislature  at 
the  time— that  the  act  prescribed  that  it  should 
be  a  t.vo-thirds  vote.  11  I  am  wrong,  I  wiP  stand 
corrected.  The  Legislature  at  that  tune  prescrib- 
ed a  two-thirds  instead  of  a  majority  vote. 

Alierman  Burrage  — It  strikes  me  that  the 
amendment  just  offered  is  a  very  proper  one.  We 
know  that  the  taxes  of  last  year  bore  very  heavily 
upon  a  large  class  of  our  citizens;  this  year,  owing 
to  the  general  interruption  of  business  and  shrink- 
age of  values,  they  will  be  still  more  oneious; 
even  with  only  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, having  in  view  the  comfort  and  conven- 
ience of  the  people,  we  cannot  materially  reduce 
the  late  this  year.  Therefore,  before  entering 
upon  a  mattci  of  this  magnitude,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  oroer  should  be  so  framed  that  the 
taxpayers  shall  have  adequate  protection,  as  they 
would'nothaveby  a  mere  majority  vote,  as  it  is  well 
known  that  a  large  number  of  people  are  willing 
to  vote  for  appropriations  of  money  who  are  not 
interested  in  the  payment  of  taxes.  It  is  no  more 
than  justice  to  the  taxpayers  that  a  two-thirds 
vote  should  be  required,  and  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  should  not  be  forced  upon  them  against 
their  will. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  amendment  of  Aldeiman  Harris  was  de- 
feated—yeas G,  nays  6. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  Pope,  Power, 
Soebbins,  Viles — 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pres- 
COtt,  Quincy,  Worthington— 6. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  offer  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Clark: 

"Said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  all  tho  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards 
of  the  city  at  the  next  State  election." 

The  amendment  now  before  the  Board  provides 
for  a  special  election  to  vote  upon  the  question  of 
establishing  public  parks.  It  is  known  to  every 
member  of'  this  Board  that  at  any  special  election 
the  voters  do  not  come  out  unless  brought  out  by 
those  specially  interested  to  secure  the  passage  of 
the  measure;  by  that  amendment  lean  conceive 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  voters  in  favor  of 
it  can  be  brought  out.  I  think  the  vote 
should  be  taken  at  the  State  election,  when  we 
are  sure  of  a  large  vote  being  cast,  and  it  should 
require  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled.  If  50,000 
people  vote  fir  governor,  it  would  then  require 
25,001  to  vote  for  the  park  to  carry  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  trust  this  amendment 
will  not  pass.  This  is  a  subject  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  city,  and  has  been  debated  for  many 
years.  We  desire  an  exact  expiession  of  opinion 
on  this  subject.  It  is  known  that  when  such  a 
question  is  taken  at  the  State  election  nothing  is 
said  about  it;  we  hear  nothing  talked  of  except 
officeholders;  and  no  ballots  are  distributed;  as 
was  the  case  when  we  were  voting  for  Chelsea — 
at  some  places  there  were  no  ballots 
at  all.  I  believe  if  we  have  a  special 
election    we  can   get   out   moie   people   than  at 


any  other  election.  It  will  be  a  special  subject; 
people  will  talk  about  it;  the  papers  will  take 
hold  of  it;  people  will  learn  about  it  and  those 
who  take  an  interest  in  parks  will  come  out  and 
vote,  as  well  as  those  who  oppose  them.  There- 
tore  I  think  we  should  have  a  special  election  on 
tins  subject,  that  the  people  may  vote  upon  it  in- 
dependently and  without  reference  to  any  other 
question. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  very  evident  that  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  is  afraid  to 
trust  fhis  thing  to  the  people,  even  under  favora- 
ble circumstances.  At  the  first  hearing  before 
the  Park  Commission  on  this  subject,  Sir.  J.  B. 
Kendall  presented  a  petition  of  760  people  repre- 
senting, as  he  said,  $70,000,000  of  improved  Hats 
on  the  Back  Bay.  How  much  would  that  be  worth 
ir  there  is  no  park  to  i;e  put  there?  How  long 
would  they  hesitate  to  spend  1100,000  to  get  a  park 
out  there?  They  ould  be  on  the  alert  every  mo- 
ment; but  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  in  the  habit 
of  paying  vote  distributors  and  rallying  com- 
mitters in  its  wards  when  there  is  a  sub- 
ject like  annexation  or  any  other  subject  to 
be  considered;  they  simply  send  an  officer 
to  each  waul  with  tickets,  but  do  not  hire  any 
one  to  distribute  them.  The  advocates  of  a  park 
would  take  care  to  have  tickets  and  distributors 
in  every  ward  for  this  purpose.  It  the  gentleman 
is  willing  to  give  this  a  fair  test,  be  cannot  object 
to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8. 

Alderman  Worthington — Tnat  is  just  the  reason 
I  desire  it  to  go  to  the  citizens  at  a  special 
election,  so  that  we  may  submit  it  to  a  fair  vote 
of  the  people  who  pay  taxes.  Who  are  going  to 
pa>  the  'axes  for  a  park?  It  is  not  the  case  that 
only  those  who  favor  such  a  measure  will  put  out 
their  money.  We  do  not  have  elections  all  one 
way,  but  if  the  voters  do  not  come  out  it  shows 
that  there  is  no  opposition  to  it.  The  argument 
of  the  gentleman,  if  it  is  good  for  am  thing,  is 
that  we  should  have  a  special  election,  so  that 
every  man  can  know  what  he  is  going  to  vote 
for.— especially,  that  the  people  owning  §70,000,000 
worth  of  property  shall  have  a  cl  ance  to  vote.  It 
is  not  usually  the  case  that  such  men  are  likely  to 
come  out  and  vote;  they  eschew  politics  and 
attend  to  their  business;  but  if  it  comes  up 
in  the  form  of  parks  or  no  parks,  men  of  property 
will  take  an  interest  in  it.  The  gentleman  says  I 
am  afraid  to  trust  the  people  to  vote  upon  it. 
Does  he  suppose  there  is  a  majority  against  it? 
If  so,  why  o'oes  he  oppose  the  special  election  ?  If 
the  people  of  Boston  take  an  interest  iu  this 
thing,  they  will  come  out  and  vote  at  a  special 
election,  and  we  shall  have  a  fairer  expression  of 
opinion,  for  or  against  it,  than  we  can  have  any 
other  way . 

Alderman  Quincy — I  fail  to  see  the  truth  of  the 
remaiks  of  the  gentleman,  that  those  who  favor 
this  measure  will  have  a  better  chance  ac  a  special 
election  than  its  opponents.  If  we  have  a  special 
election,  every  man  who  goes  to  the  polls  knows 
what  he  is  going  to  vote  for;  whereas,  when  it 
is  brought  up  as  a  side, issue  his  attention  is  then 
called  to  it  for  the  first  time,  as  was  my  own  case 
at  the  last  election.  I  did  not  know  we  were  going 
to  vote  on  annexation  till  I  went  to  the  ward- 
room. We  should  have  a  special  election  in  this 
case,  so  that  every  one  will  know  what  he  is  vot- 
ing for.  I  cannot  see  why  the  opponents  of  a  park 
would  not  have  the  same  chance  as  those  in  favor 
of  it. 

Alderman  Power — The  object  must  be  apparent 
to  everybody,  as  I  said  at  the  last  meeting.  lam 
opposed  to  spending  money  for  anything  except 
iris  demanded  by  absolute  necessity.  I  am  op- 
posed to  a  park,  but  I  am  not  going  to  hire  men  at 
an  expense  of  $50  or  $100  to  stand  in  the  ward- 
rooms and  call  the  attention  of  citizens  to  the 
subject  and  open  their  eyes  to  the  immense 
amount  of  debt  it  is  going  to  put  upon  the  city.  I 
cannot  afford  to  do  this.  But  these  people  who 
own  $70,000,000  woith  of  property— it  might  be 
worth  $70,000,000  if  they  got  a  park  there,  but  it 
isn't  worth  $5,00(1,000  now — are  they  going  to 
stop?  No,  sir;  they  will  have  men  at  the  ward- 
rooms, coaxing  and  wheedling  people  to  vote  for  it. 
Every  man  here  knows  that  to  be  true.  I  cannot 
see  why  any  gentleman  can  object  to  having  this 
matter  voted  on  at  the  State  election.  It  will  save 
a  great  expense,  and  be  a  great  convenience  to  the 
public.  The  attention  ot  the  people  will  be  called 
to  it  by  the  fact  that  it  is  connected  with  the  State 
election.  For  instance,  at  the  special  election  for 
Common  Councilmen  in  Ward  11,  the  gentleman 
elected  got  eighty  votes.  The  same  rule  would 
apply  to  a  special  election  on  this  subject. 
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Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  in  allowing  tbis 
park  question  to  stand  on  its  own  merits.  1  have 
faith  and  confidence  in  tbe  citizens  of  Boston  and 
believe  th«t  the  representatives  of  $70,000,000 
conldjiot  buy  them.  It  is  a  question  of  great 
public  importance,  and'when  a  special  election  is 
called,  men  will  turn  out  better  and  vote  accord- 
ing to  their  consciences.  I  do  not  believe  in  this 
buying  of  votes,  or  that  the  representatives  of  this 
$70,000,000  are  going  to  regulate  and  control  tbis 
question  against  tbe  wisbes  of  tbe  people.  Some 
years  ago  tbe  vote  on  the  park  question  was 
largely  in  favor  of  it,  and  1  believe  if  tbe  ques- 
tion is  put  today  it  will  stand  the  same.  I  bope 
we  shall  vote  clown  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  8,  so  that  the  people  can  act  upon 
the  question  upon  its  own  merits. 

Alderman  Stebbins — That  is  what  I  propose  to 
do — to  take  it  upon  its  own  merits.  I  believe  it 
can  be  best  done  at  the  annual  State  election. 
Now,  we  bad  a  similar  experience  of  voting  upon 
tbe  annexation,  last  year,  of  Chelsea.  How  was 
that  managed  ?  Those  who  advocated  tbe  annex- 
ation of  Chelsea  to  Boston  bad  their  agents  in 
every  ward  urging  everybody  to  vote  in  favor  of 
it,  while  there  was  no  organized  opposition  to 
that  measure,  and  consequently  there  was  not  so 
large  a  number  of  votes  thrown  against  it  as  there 
would  bave  been  had  there  been  organized  oppo- 
sition. This  amendment  calls  for  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast  at  cbe  State  election,  and  it  then 
throws  the  responsibility  directly  upon  the  peo- 
ple. If  they  do  not  vote  for  it,  that  will  show  that 
they  do  not  want  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  wish  to  enter  my  pro- 
test against  the  assertion  made  here  that  the 
friends  of  the  annexation  of  Chelsea  had  paid 
men  in  the  wards.  I  know  they  bad  not.  In 
Ward  15  there  was  not  a  man  who  worked  for  it.  I 
was  in  favor  of  annexation  ana  made  inquiries, 
and  went  to  a  committee  wbo  took  an  interest  in 
it.  They  said  they  did  not  pay  out  a  cent.  I  said, 
"I  feel  that  you  bave  lost  it  by  not  looking  after 
it."  I  know  that  was  the  reason  Ward  15  did  not 
go  in  favor  of  annexation.  There  was  only  one 
person  employed  in  that  ward,  and  he  was  od- 
posed  to  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  made  the  statement 
which  I  did  because  I  know  it  to  be  true,  and  I 
will  tell  you  why :  About  a  week  previous  to  the 
election  I  was  in  the  Parker  House,  and  a  gentle- 
man came  up  and  inquired  if  my  name  was  so  and 
so.  I  replied  that  it  was.  I  will  omit  his 
name;  he  was  one  of  tbe  largest  real  estate 
owners  in  Boston.  He  said  he  came  to  say  that 
some  men  ought  to  be  put  into  a  certain  ward  im- 
mediately, and  that  all  the  other  wards  had  been 
attended  to.  I  said,  "You  are  in  search  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  resides  in  Chelsea,  who  is  a  namesake 
of  miue,"  and  he  left. 

Alderman  Presiott— One  remark  dropped  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  I  hope  the  Board 
will  remember  and  make  a  note  of.  He  speaks 
of  petitioners  ownina'  property  worth  $5,000,000 
that  will  be  worth  $70,000,000  when  we  have  a 
park.  That  is  one  of  the  strongest  arguments 
why  we  should  give  it  favorable  consideration. 
If  we  can  improve  property  worth  §5,000,000  and 
make  it  worth  $70,000,000  it  will  be  a  gain  of 
$65,000,000,  and  at  the  present  r.tte  of  taxation 
that  will  give  ua  sufficient  to  pay  the  gentleman's 
appropriation  for  paving,  one  of  the  largest  made 
by  the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Power— I  did  not  say  it  would  be 
worth  $70,000,000 ;  but  that  i^  what  they  say.  That 
was  the  way  Mr.  Kendall  presented  it,  on  their 
own  valuation.  Perhaps  if  a  park  is  laid  out  they 
may  get  back  the  cost  of  the  land,  but  I  don't 
think  it  would  be  worth  $70,000,000.  I  don't  think 
it  will  be  worth  $5,000,000  for  many  years  to  come. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  hope  the  Board  will  look 
at  the  fact  that  the  amendment  requires  a  major- 
ity of  all  tbe  votes  cast  for  Governor,  so  that  if 
there  were  three  votes  cast  for  Governor  to  one 
for  the  park  and  a  majority  should  favor  the  park, 
it  would  still  be  defeated. 

The  question  on  the  substitute  of  Alderman 
Stebbins  (requiring  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast  at  the  Stare  election)  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  at  the  call  of  Alderman  Worthington,  and  it 
was  lost — yeas  G,  nays  6. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  Pop8,  Power, 
Stebbins,  Viles— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Worthington — 6. 

Tae  amendment  of  Alderman  Clark  (providing 
for  a  majority  vote  at  a  special  election)  was  then 
adopted,  and  the  question  was  on  the  passage  of 
the  order  as  amended. 


Alderman  Power — I  don't  knowthat  I  have  any- 
thing more  to  say  on  this  subject  than  I  bave  said 
already;  but  at  the  last  meeting  the  Chairman  of 
this  Board  made  a  great  many  quotations  from 
the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Park  Commission, 
to  show  that  the  particular  necessity  for  ihis  park 
is  to  secure  good  drainage.  Now,  sir,  it  may  be 
inferred  froin  the  minority  report  on  this  park 
question,  wherein,  notwithstanding  my  assent 
"in  general  terms  to  the  foregoing  report,  I 
desire  to  have  it  appear  as  part  of  the  record  that 
I  am  opposed  to  any  measure  that  will  involve 
the  expenditure  of  money  at  this  time,  tbe  city 
being  heavily  ;n  debt,  the  taxes  for  mu- 
nicipal purposes  very  high,  and  all  kinds 
of  business  in  an  unusually  depressed  con- 
dition"— I  don't  think  there  is  any  room  lor 
doubt  about  that— but  I  might  be"  misunder- 
stood by  what  I  mean  by  "assenting  in  general 
terms."  I  mean  that  I  do  not  deny  the  advantage 
of  parks  in  general;  I  dou't  deny  that  they  en- 
hance the  value  of  property,  I  do  not  deny  that 
they  may  be  beneficial  m  a  sanitary  view,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  assenting  to  all  the 
sanitary  statistics  quoted  by  this  Park  Commis- 
sion. This  seems  to  be  the  strongest  foundation 
for  a  park.    They  say — 

"Vital  statistics  have  shown  the  effects  of  the 
introduction  of  sunlight,  of  pure  water  and  air, 
into  our  dwellings  and  cities,  and  engineering  has 
shown  us  the  best  methods  of  introducing  them. 
Any  one  who  will  take  up  the  recent  work  on  the 
subject  by  Mr.  Baluwin  Latham,  will  see  what 
great  conquest  has  here  been  made." 

This  seems  to  be  tbe  basis  of  their  argument  for 
taking  the  land  i.i  question  for  a  park.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  at  our  last  meeting,  on  the  question 
of  sewerage,  tbe  Board  of  Health  was  quoted  to 
strengthen  the  argument  in  favor  of  parks,  and  to 
make  it  appear  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  to 
preserve  the  health  of  the  city  of  Boston,  to  have 
this  paiticular  lot  of  land  taken  for  a  park,  and  as 
in  those  remarks  the  matter  of  the  sewerage  of 
the  city  of  Boston  was  alluded  to,  of  course,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers  for  the  last 
four  years,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose — if  gentle- 
men give  me  credit  for  any  fair  share  of  intelli- 
gence or  competency  to  deal  with  subiects  en- 
trusted to  me— that  I  have  learned  something  of  the 
drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
have  given  it  a  great  deal  of  atteution  in  the  four 
years  I  have  been  here;  I  was  a  member  of  the 
committtee  before  the  Board  of  Health  was  in  ex- 
istence, and  I  say  it  is  not  reasonable  to  supoose 
that,  with  the  little  time  that  they  could  give  to 
it,  they  could  begin  to  know  as  much  about  the 
drainage  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  I  do,  or  as  does 
the  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  who  has  been  at 
the  head  of  that  department  for  thirteen  years. 
I  have  taken  some  pains  to  get  statistics  aiid  fig- 
ures, with  the  assistance  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Sewers,  which  I  will  give  this  Board  to  re- 
fute the  remarks  made  on  this  question  at  our 
last  meeting.  I  bave  another  reason  for  do- 
ing it:  The  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston 
are  and  should  be  dear  to  every  one  of  as.  I  hold 
that  nothing  has  been  done  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years  that  damaged  and  did  so  much  harm 
as  these  reports  and  reiterated  statements  of  the 
iucreased  death  rate  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Thev 
have  tried  to  make  it  the  most  unhealthy  place  in 
the  country,  and  such  statements  from  persons 
supposed  to  know  something  of  it  are  greatly 
damaging  to  the  interests  of  the  city.  Therefore, 
I  have  taken  some  pains  to" show  to  the  public  that 
there  is  no  foundation  for  them,  that  they  are  un- 
true, and  that  they  will  not  stand  the  test  of  inves- 
tigation, and  that  Boston,  instead  ot  being  the 
most  unhealthy,  is  the  healthiest  city  in  the 
United  States  today.  All  the  quotations  in  regard 
to  pure  air,  drainage,  etc..  refer  and  bear  directly 
upon  tile  improvement  of  the  air  and  surround- 
ings within  and  about  the  habitations  of  the  peo- 
ple. No  statistics  can  be  quoted  showing  that  the 
general  conditiou  of  the  atmosphere  in  a  city  has 
any  perceptible  or  accountable  effect  upon  the 
death  rate  ;  on  the  contraiy  the  English  eoinmis- 
siouers  on  "Pollution  of  Rives"  say  of  Manches- 
ter (where  the  river  is  but  an  open  sewer  some  150 
feet  wide,  and  more  filtbv  than  any  sewer  in 
Boston),  "The  greater  or  less  ftlthiness  of  the 
river  is  a  variation  so  slight  in  the  causes 
affecting  health,  that  no  separate  effect  can 
be  detected.  The  density  of  imputation  is 
the  governing  cause."  The  Park  Commission- 
ers say  in  'their  report  on  page  9.  that 
"more  than  150,000  people  will  then  be  living 
between  Arlingtou  street  and  Parker's  Hill.  This 
district  is  a  uatural  cesspool;  from   its  centre  the 
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land  rises  to  the  Higblauds  of  Roxbury,  to  Par- 
ker's Hill,  and  even  towards  Washington  and  Ar- 
lington streets.  If  it  be  filled  to  the  grades  of 
twelve  feet  above  mean  low  water  for  the  cellars 
and  eighteen  feet  ror  the  streets,  which  are  the 
ones  established  for  what  lias  been  hitherto  filled, 
there  will  be  a  large  and  densely  populated  dis- 
trict, into  and  over  which  will  flow  i he  surface 
drainage  ad  much  of  the  tilth  from  an  extensive 
tract  of  a  highei  level  nearly  all  around  it.  It  is 
easy  to  predict  that  the  dea'h  rate,  not  only  of 
that  district  but  of  the  whole  city,  will  be  alarm- 
ingly increased  un'ess  stringent  measures  are 
adopted  to  prevent  such  misimprovement." 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  seems  to  me  to  be  perfect 
nonsense,  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  the  statistics. 
The  cesspool  described  can  never  exist  any  more 
than  the  old  condition  of  filth,  precisely  similar, 
which  existed  in  the  Back  Bay,  where  the  railroads 
now  cross,  and  where  Dartmouth  stieet  and  Hun- 
tington avenue  show  their  splendid  public  build- 
ings. As  soon  as  the  march  of  improvement 
renders  it  necessary  to  fill  it,  it  can  be  prop- 
erly drained.  On  page  ten  the  Commissioners  say — 

"This  serious  aspect  of  the  death  rate  in  Boston 
Will  become  still  more  serious  in  the  future,  and 
in  a  future  that  is  close  at  hand,  if  the  territory 
which  we  have  described  is  not  laid  >ut  with  wise 
forethought.  There  is  no  part  of  the  city  as  con- 
stituted tcday  that  requires  more  careful  sanitary 
engineering  than  this." 

Now  I  mean  to  snow  that  these  deductions  are 
wrong.  But  are  typhoid  and  other  levers  generated 
by  any  air  diffused  in  our  city,  even  by  that  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  worst  spot  we  have, 
viz.,  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  at  Parker  street, 
which  is  going"  to  kill  everybody  unless  that  land 
is  bought  for  a  park?  Auy  unprejudiced  physi- 
cian will  say  (and  some  facts  can  be  ouoted  to 
sustain  it)  that  the  air  confined  in  a  house  by  im- 
perfect local  arrangements  for  drainage  is  in- 
finitely more  provocative  of  disease  than  the  air 
breathed  in  our  streets.  The  air  of  Manchester 
is  so  bad  (says  the  Local  Government  Board  Re- 
port in  1874)  that  vegetation  is  utterly  im- 
jiossililt:  within  the  city  limits;  yet  the 
death  rate  is  but  thirty  per  1000.  But  what 
are  the  facts  about  this  full  basin?  A  large 
sewer  there  empties  upon  flats  belonging  to 
the  Water  Power  and  some  twenty  other  land 
companies  who  want  the  city  to  buy  it  for  a  park, 
and  therefore  make  out  that  it  is  a  nuisance. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Will  the  gentleman  give  us 
the  names  of  the  land  companies?  perhaps  they 
would  be  of  interest.    I  should  like  to  know  them. 

Alderman  Power — Yes  sir,  I  can  give  the  names. 
As  I  said  before,  those  people  have  joined  together 
to  make  it  a  nuisance.  The  principal  mover  of  it 
was  this  Mr.  Kendall,  who  appeared  to  get  the 
city  of  Boston  indicted  for  letting  this  sewer 
empty  out  there  uoon  land  which  belongs  to  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company,  South  End  Land 
Company,  Boston  Land  Association,  Back  Bay 
Land  Company,  Newburv-street  Land  Associates, 
Western-avenue  Associates,  Boylston-street  Land 
As-ociates,  West  Boston  Laud  Association, Frank- 
lin Haven  and  others,  G.  T.  W.  Braman  ami  oth- 
ers, G.  Washington  Warren  and  others,  William 
Aspiuwall  and  others,  George  Griggs  and  others, 
D.  N.  Skillings  &  Co.,  and  Drew  &  Bearse.  Those 
are  the  parties  who  own  this  land,  and  if  any  of 
you  gentlemen  attended  the  hearings  on  this  park 
question  you  might  have  seen  tho-e  land  com- 
panies pretty  fairly  represented. 

Alderman  Worthington — Did  the  gentleman  at- 
tend the  healings? 

Alderman  Power — I  had  the  honor  to  he  one  of 
the  commission — perhaps  the  Alderuian  may  bave 
forgotten  it. 

Alderman  AVorthington— Were  you  present  at 
any  of  the  hearings  ? 

Alderman  Power — Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Worthington — How  many? 

Alderman  Power— I  can't  recollect,  exactly,  but 
I  remember  one  large  one,  and  I  saw  many  repre- 
sentatives of  these  companies  on  that  occasion. 
At  the  last  meeting  the  chairman  of  this  Board  re- 
marked— 

"I  contend  that  we  by  our  votes  today  should 
authorize  the  Mayor  to  obtain  or  try  to  obtain 
from  the  Legislature  the  authority  necessary  to 
control  the  so-called  full  basin  to  properly  sewer 
and  drain  this  section  of  the  city,  which  cannot  be 
properly  drained  without  it.  i'he  whole  of  the 
property  necessary  for  this  enterprise  is  in  dan- 
ger of  being  lost  to  us  by  being  filled  up  and  built 
upon." 

What  better  remedy  would  there  be  to  abolish 


a  nuisance  than  to  fill  it  up  ?  That  is  the  remedy, 
gentlemen,  which  has  been  resorted  to.  So  I 
think  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  that  is 
not  serious.  As  soon  as  it  is  physically  possible, 
all  the  sewage  will  be  amoved' from  this  basin 
without  any  reference  as  to  whether  it  is  a  park 
or  not,  and  within  a  few  years,  in  any  event,  and 
if  made  a  full  basin  of  nigh  water,  it  will  have 
but  slight  reference  to  any  system  of  drainage, 
and  can  only  affect  those  sewers  In  its  immediate 
neighborhood,  so  that  the  question  of  drainage 
anil  nuisance  has  no  leference  to  this  question  of 
park,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  interested 
parties  to  connect  them.  But  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners, the  Board  of  Health,  and  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  say  that  the  air 
from  this  sewer  is  killing  people.  Now.  imme- 
diately north  and  east  of  tins  poisonous  outlet 
there  is  a  settlement,  known  as  Gravelly  Point,  of 
some  200  or  300  people,  subject  to  every  whiff  of 
this  air  which  a  south  or  west  wind  blings  them; 
people  whose  conditions  of  life  ate  not  more 
favorable  to  longevity  thau  the  average,  living  on 
a  maish,  poor  and  principally  foreigners,  and 
with  large  families,  'the  facta  are,  that  while  the 
average  death  rale  has  been  twenty-six  in  1000 
for  five  years  in  the  city,  the  deaths  there  have 
been  but  eleven  per  1000,  and  in  that  time  but 
three  of  typhoid  or  kindred  diseases.  They  think 
it  the  healthiest  place  in  Boston.  Concerning  what 
was  .aid  about  air  in  houses,  I  know  of  two 
houses  in  Roxbury,  in  one  of  which  were  eleven 
eases  of  typhoid  and  in  tne  other  six,  both  caused 
by  house  drainage  not  carried  into  the  sewers 
(which  were  in  good  order),  but  running  under 
floors  and  poisoning  the  confined  air  of  the  house. 
This  is  what  kills,  and  for  which  the  Boaid  of 
Health  should  find  and  apply  a  cure,  for  the  sew- 
ers ate  in  the  immediate  vicinity  and  in  good  or- 
der, but  the  houses  are  not  connected  with  them. 
Now,  sir,  I  quote  again  what  the  Chairman  said 
on  this  subject: 

"Recent  developments  in  regard  to  the  large  in- 
crease in  the  death  rate  make  it  imperative  that 
this  most  vital  of  all  our  conditions,  the  health  of 
our  people,  should  receive  without  delay  the  con- 
sideration of  this  body,  and  that  every  means 
should  oe  used  which  uiay  seem  to  be  necessary 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end.  We  are 
placed  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  guardians  of 
the  health  and  lives  of  the  people,  the  poor  as  well 
as  the  rich,  and  we  shall  prove  unfaithful  to  our 
trust  if  we  longer  pass  uu heeded  the  admoni- 
tions which  we  bave  received  from  so  many 
sources  and  from  our  own  knowledge  of  the  facts. 
I  believe,  sir,  that  the  health  of  the  entire  south- 
ern Back  Bay  section  of  our  city  is  seriously  af- 
fected at  the  present  time,  and  will  continue  to  be 
more  and  more  endangered  in  the  future  by  the 
poisonous  influences  which  come  from  an  imper- 
fect and  inadequate  system  of  drainage.  The 
great  sewer  which  chains  a  large  section  of  the 
Highlands,  and  which  takes  the  sewage  of  all  the 
principal  breweries,  terminates  on  the  west  side 
of  Parker  street,  and  spreads  its  filth  over  hun- 
dreds of  acres  of  flats,  and  the  air  which  should 
prove  such  a  blessing  during  the  heats  of  summer 
is  filled  with  the  poisonous  stench,  and  is  cairied 
into  eveiy  section  of  the  city,  the  promoter  of 
sickness  and  death  instead  of  health*  and  its  at- 
tendant blessings." 

That  is  what  the  gentleman  said  of  the  facts, 
but  if  any  gentleman  can  contradict  the  state- 
ments I  have  made,  I  should  like  to  see  him  do  it. 
#t  the  death  rate  of  Boston  is  not  increasing, 
mit  decreasing  rapidly.  In  1872  it  was  30.4,  in  '73, 
28.4  per  1000;  in  1874,  judging  by  these  reports 
and  the  numerous  articles  with  which  the  news- 
papers are  teeming,  it  should  be  greater  than  ever, 
certairly  over  thirty;  but  the  Registrar  reports 
that  it  is  but  twenty-three ;  as  good  as  any  city  in 
the  country.  Yes,  there  were  actually  in  1874,  not- 
withstanding the  addition  of  West  Roxbury, 
Brighton  and  Charlestown,  fifty-seven  less  deaths 
than  in  the  Boston  of  1873,  and  the  rate  has  not 
declined  to  as  low  a  figure  for  ten  years.  Then  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  at  the  last  meeting  said — 

"It  is  a  fact  which  cannot  be  winked  outof  sight 
that  the  city  of  Boston,  which  ought  to  be  the 
most  healthy,  is  one  of  the  most  unhealthy  cities 
of  the  United  States." 

And  when  the  Alderman  on  my  left  [Alderman 
Harris]  said,  "Will  the  gentleman  give  his  author- 
ity?" the  gentleman  replied — 

"My  authority  comes  from  the  city  and  State 
boards  of  health,  and  the  most  competent  physi- 
cians." 

Where  are  the  facts  that  cannot  be  winked  out 
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of  sight  or  contradicted?  And  yet  these  sewers 
have  been  poisoning  the  atmosphere,  and  the 
death  rate  is  something  fearful,  according  to  the 
statements  of  these  land  speculators.  To  their 
theories  here  are  facts.  In  regard  to  the  drainage 
of  Boscod,  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  in  their  re- 
port of  1873,  show  that  we  are  not  utterly  devoid 
of  a  system  of  sewerage. 

"Some  notice  maybe  taken  here  of  the  reiterated 
statemerus  that  "we  have  no  system  of  sewerage," 
or  "a  bad  system,"  and  thaG  we  need  some  "com- 
prehensive plan"  for  the  drainage  of  the  city — re- 
citing the  story  of  flooded  cellars,  offensive  odors 
and  a  shoaling  harbor,  and  pointing  to  some  great 
scheme  for  diverting  drainage  from  Cbarles  River 
and  carrying  it  southward  to  Dorchester  Bay.  Our 
system  o*f  drainage  is  as  perfect,  though  not  so 
complicated,  as  that  of  any  athercity.  We  are  fa- 
vored by  location  with  generally  good  grades  and 
outlets  to  deep  water;  and  though  we  have 
no  long  lines  composed  of  huge  sewers 
with  their  many  branches,  with  pumping  works 
and  flushing  apparatus,  yet  the  removal  of  the 
sewage  from  the  house  to  the  ebbing  tide  in  the 
harbor  is  rapid  and  complete,  and  that  is  a  perfect 
system.  We  have  probably  more  tlian  5000  cellars 
or  basements  below  extreme  high  water,  which, 
with  few  exceptions,  are  perfectly  drained;  but 
after  a  heavy  storm  the  newspapers  invariably  re- 
port the  flooding  of  cellars  in  the  low  parts  of 
New  York,  Brooklyn  and  Baltimore.  In  the  drain- 
age of  the  surface  of  scrests  and  in  the  appliances 
for  protecting  cellars  from  tide  water,  our  system 
is  probably  better  than  that  of  any  otber  city. 
The  offensive  odors  which  every  summer  afflict 
the  south  and  west  parts  of  the  city  are  but  in 
small  degieo  traceable  to  sewers.  The  most 
prominent  cause  has  been  the  exposure  of  mud 
banks  by  the  rilling  of  the  basin  of  the  "Water 
Power  Company  and  the  stagnation  of  a  large 
body  ot  shoal  water.  Both  this  year  and  last,  as 
soon  as  fresh  cold  water  was  permitted  to  flow  in, 
the  offence  ceased.  Our  sewerage  system  had  no 
more  to  do  with  this  tban  with  the  frequent  visits  of 
sickening  odors  from  the  shores  of  Miller's  River. 
But  it  is  said  that  Charles  River  is  becoming  a 
vast  cesspool,  that  it  is  growing  slioaler  by  sewer 
deposits,  and  enormous  mud  banks  aie  forming  in 
its  channel;  and  that  it  has  become  what  the 
Thames  was  to  London,  and  a  similar  remedy 
must  be  employed  and  the  sewage  car- 
ried southward  to  the  harbor.  Perhaps  all  this 
may  come  true  in  the  future,  when  Boston 
shall  ri\  al  London  in  size  and  population ;  but  it 
is  undoubtedly  now  all  false.  A  simple  inspection 
will  suffice  to  show  that  the  river  does  not  yet  suf- 
fer from  the  amount  ot  drainage  it  receives, being- 
pure  enough  lor  bathing  purposes;  and  it  is  a  fact 
indorsed  by  the  Harbor  Commissioners  that  there 
is  no  trace  of  sewage  deposit  in  the  harbor,  and 
that  the  growth  of  the  shoal  in  Charles  River 
above  Cambridge  Bridge  is  due  entirely  to  the 
growth  of  the  oyster  beds." 

That  is  what  the  Comuviitee  on  Sewers  of  that 
year  state.  In  addition  to  this,  if  anybody  would 
consult  the  death  rate,  as  given  here  a  week  or 
two  ago,  and  see  that  almost  one-half  of  the  num- 
ber of  those  de.thsweie  caused  by  pneumonia 
and  consumption,  which  shows  that  this  matter 
has  very  little  to  do  with  it.  The  deaths  in  1S73 
were  7869,  arid  in  1874,  7812,  making  the  i ate  22.3 
per  thousand  in  a  population  of  350,000. 
If  the  excessive  number  of  deaths  at  this  season 
from  consumption  and  pneumonia  could  be  de- 
ducted, amounting  to  one-third  of  all  the  deaths, 
Boston  would  be  the  healthiest  city  in  the  coun- 
try. Boston  has  watei  enough  already  around  it, 
and  its  effects  are  not  alwavs  beneficial  to  health 
or  climate.  One  acre  of  grass  or  forest  is 
worth  the  whole  of  Back  Bay.  I  have  quoted 
this  matter  somewhat  for  the  reason  that  this 
Park  Commission  seem  to  think  the  sewer- 
age question  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
in  this  matter.  Another  matter  must  be  consid- 
ered. Every  gentleman  must  remember  that  the 
proportion  of  poor  people  who  are  compelled  to 
live  packed  in  closely  together,  in  dirty,  filtby 
places,  to  those  who  live  in  comfortable  houses, 
is  greater  now  than  it  was  a  year  or  two  ago,  be- 
cause they  increase  more  rapidly  in  numbers  and 
remain  in  the  city  proper,  while  tbe  other  classes 
have  gone  to  the  outlying  wards  and  surrounding 
towns.  Consequently,  if  there  is  a  great  increase 
in  the  death  rate  of  the  city  of  Boston  it 
would  not  follow  that  the  city  is  getting  any 
more  unheilthy  than  it  was.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  statements  of  the  Board  of 
Health,    I     do     not     desire     to     quarrel    with 


them  or  find  any  fault  wich  them  so  far  as  this 
matter  applies  here.  I  have  alluded  to  them,  but 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  for  the 
time  they  have  been  studyiug  the  subject  they 
have  gained  as  much  knowledge  as  any  gentle- 
men can  have  in  so  short  a  time.  Some  tune 
ago  the  Committee  on  Sewers  had  a  consultation 
with  them  and  there  was  very  little  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  way  or  lelieving  this  evil.  But 
to  the  park  question  again:  The  same  persons 
who  were  conspicuous  at  these  hearings  are  the 
very  same  persons  who  were  conspicuous  in  hav- 
ing the  city  of  Boston  indicted  for  maintaining  this 
nuisance  and  cited  the  Board  of  Health  before 
the  Grand. Tury.  Then  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
got  an  order  passed  to  build  a  sewer  there,  and 
those  same  people  came  in  and  said  they  did  n't 
want  the  sewer,  and  it  is  cheaper  for  the  city  to 
buy  it  and  make  a  park  than  to  build  a  sewer. 
There  is  just  as  strong  a  pressure  now  to  stop  the 
building  of  a  sewer  as  there  was  to  get  the 
city  indicted  for  maintaining  that  nui- 
sance. No;  those  people  don't  want  a 
sewer;  they  bring  a  pressure  here  to  make  the 
city  buy  this  land  for  a  public  park.  ,  There 
is  another  aspect  of  this  question.  Any  one 
who  has  investigated  the  subject  must  know  that 
there  are  a  large  number  of  real  estate  specu- 
lators who  see  no  way  to  get  their  money  back  and 
build  up  their  broken  fortunes  than  by  getting 
the  city  to  take  these  la.  ds  and  pay  enoimous 
prices  for  then.  That  is  all  the  demand  there  is 
for  a  public  park.  Tben.  there  is  the  plausible 
rea'cn  that  if  we  obtain  this  authority  it  can  do 
no  harm,  and  that  you  need  n't  exereise'tbe  power 
if  you  don't  want  it.  Any  irentleman  here  knows 
the  effect  of  o'ltaiuiug  such  po-ver.  Immeaiateiy 
all  the  e  companies  will  begin  to  do  something  to 
get  the  city's  foot  into  it.  They  are  already  hard  at 
work.  Gentlemen  of  this  Board  have  been  invited 
to  examine  plans.  Of  course  it  is  a  beautiful  thing 
to  contemplate;  the  pictures  thty  hayre  drawn  are 
very  enticing.  But,  sir,  the  greatest  curse,  as  I 
have  remarked  before,  to  any  country  is  a  high 
rate  of  t?xation.  We  all  know  the  taxpayers  ex- 
pect us  to  economize  in  every  way  we  possibly 
can,  and  therefore  we  should  n't  take  any  steps  at 
present  towards  committing  the  city  of  Boston  to 
this  project.  I  will  not  detain  this  Board  any  fur- 
ther, but  will  close  by  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  order  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Power  iu  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  did  not  expect  to  have  occa- 
sion to  make  any  further  remarks  upou  this  im- 
portant subject,  and  I  really  do  not  think  there  is 
occasion  for  miv  remarks  now.  The  argument  of 
the  gentleman  f  i  oin  Ward  12  is  tbe  most  labored 
one  I  ever  heard  bim  attempt  to  make.  He  has 
tiied  to  convince  this  Board  that  we  contemplate 
going  out  and  buying  a  lot  of  laud  from  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Power  Company-,  or  some  laud  specula- 
tots,  forjthe  purpose  of  inipioviag  the  drainage  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  Thai  is  not  what  this  order 
contemplates.  It  is  only  requesting  the  Legisla- 
ture to  confer  upou  the  City  Couucil  the  right  to 
improve  the  drainage  of  the  city,  and  if  the  City- 
Council  deem  it  expedient  or  think  it  necessary  to 
improve  the  drainage  of  the  city,  they  will  exer- 
cise that  right.  It  does  not  contemplate  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  single  dollar  unless  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  votes  it.  Not  a  dollar.  So  much  for 
that.  I  am  surprised  that  an  Alderman,  who  usu- 
ally advocates  his  measures  with  so  much  force 
and  clearness,  should  come  here  and  attempt  to 
cony-iuce  .an  intelligent  body  like  this  that  the 
drainage  of  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  South  End 
and  on  the  Back  Bay  is  all  that  can  be 
asked  for.  It  is  n't  six  months  ago.  gentle- 
men, that  one  of  the  employes  of  the  City- 
Government  was  obliged  to  move  his  faimlv 
from  his  dwelling  house  and  send  them  into 
the  country  because  the  neighborhood  was  so 
affected  by  the  drainage  there  that  his  children 
were  taken  sick  and  the  only  way  he  could  save 
their  lives  was  to  put  them  into  the  country.  And 
that  is  the  state  of  the  drainage  on  and  near  bea- 
con street.  Those  facts  are  susceptible  of  proof 
if  any  member  of  the  Board  desires  it.  I  expect- 
ed that  an  argument  would  be  brought  here  that 
would  entirely  demolish  the  statements  made 
at  the  last  meeting.  But  I  have  n't  heard  a  single 
argument.  Those  statements  cannot  be  contro- 
verted. The  facts  are  that  in  1872  the  death  rate 
in  Boston  was  the  highest  of  any  Northern  eity 
but  one. 

Alderman  Harris — That  was  the  year  of  the  epi- 
demic. 

Alderman  Clark— I  submit   that    the    epidemic 
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prevailed  in  other  cities  as  well  as  Boston.  It 
was  notorious  that  the  smallpox  was  just  as  bad 
in  other  cities  as  in  Boston.  But  how  did  it  coin- 
pare  in  1870?  Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  Detroit, 
Boston.  In  1872  they  all  had  the  epidemic,  and  in 
the  Southern  States  the  epidemics  occur  annually, 
but  the  record  is  Charleston,  Savannah,  Hobo- 
ken  (N.  J.) — everybody  knows  that  is  a  place 
where  a  decent  mm  ought  not  to  stay 
over  an  hour— Vicksburg,  Boston.  I  submit, 
gentleineH,  that  is  the  way  the  record 
stands,  and  whether  that  state  of  things 
should  remain.  I  get  my  information  from  the 
same  source  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  got 
his — the  Citv  Registrar,  and  for  the  information 
of  the  Board  let  me  re  1 1  it.  The  Registrar  or 
Boston,  m  his  annual  report  for  1873,  comments 
on  the  vital  statistics  which  he  presents  as  follows : 
"From  an  examination  of  the  foregoing  tables 
it  is  evident  that  Boston  cannot  he  congratulated 
on  its  sanitary  condition.  Without  the  prevalence 
of  any  epidemic,  except  scarlatina  and  smallpox, 
the  foriutr  existing  to  no  greater  extent  than  for 
a  numbei  of  years  past,  and  the  latter  disappear- 
ing in  July  last,  the  death  rate  appears  in  the 
ratio  of  28.45  in  a  thousand.  In  three  years  only 
(1853, 1854  and  1872)  within  the  last  twenty-rive  has 
the  rate  reached  the  present  one.  In  1851  and  1864 
it  w  is  twenty-seven  in  a  thousand,  and  in  185!)  it 
had  tallen  to  21.4.  For  the  ten  years  ending 
with  the  last-named  year,  the  average  rate  was 
25.2;  and,  in  the  ten  years  ending  with  186!),  it  was 
23.7.  In  1870  it  was  24.3;  in  1871  it  was  23.5,  and  in 
1872  it  jumped  to  30.5.  The  prevalence  of  small- 
pox in  the  past  year,  the  only  unusual  disease 
noticeable  dining  that  period,  will  account  for  a 
portion  of  the  large  mortality;  but  it  will  be  seen 
that  with  the  subsidence  of  that  disease,  the 
death  rate  still  remained  at  an  unpleasant  altitude. 
To  those  who  are  familiar  with  vital  statistics  and 
are  able  to  read  their  meaning,  the  sudden  in- 
crease of  the  death  rate  from  23.5  in  a  thousand 
in  1871,  which  was  preceded  by  a  similar  condition 
for  a  series  of  years,  to  30.5  in  1872,  and  this  in 
turn  followed  by  the  rate  of  28.4  in  1873,  the  sub- 
ject assumes  a  very  serious  aspect." 

1  am  very  glad  to  know  that  in  the  year  1874,  by 
the  unusual  exertions  of  the  Board  of  Health,  the 
death  rate  in  Boston  has  been  diminished.  We 
are  told  it  is  only  23;  if  we  had  proper  sewerage  it 
would  not  be  15.  Gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind 
that  the  year  1874  was  an  unusually  healthy  year 
all  over  the  Uuitesl  States;  such  a  healthy  year 
has  never  been  known;  sueh  a  winter  and  sum- 
mer for  good  health  were  never  known.  Now  it  you 
get  the  statistics  of  other  cities,  you  will  find 
that  the  ratio  of  decrease  is  the  same  in  other 
cities.  It  has  diminished  in  New  York  as 
well  as  here  and  elsewhere.  But  that  does 
not  alter  the  fact  that  because  the  death  rate  of 
Boston  has  diminished  in  1874,  this  city  is  not  one 
of  the  most  unhealthy  cities  in  the  Union.  In  this 
city,  where  the  atmosphere  is  contaminated  by 
bad  drainage,  the  rate  has  been  twenty-eight  in 
the  thousand,  while  in  New  York,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  most  unhealthy  city  in  the  North- 
ern States,  the  rate  is  only  thirty-two  I  think. 
In  three  years  only— 1853, 1854  and  1872— during  the 
last  twenty-five,  has  the  rate  been  more  than  the 
present  one.  In  185!)  it  fell  to  twenty-one,  and  in 
1871  it  was  twenty-three.  The  words  I  have  read 
are  those  of  Mr.  Apollonio,  the  City  Registrar. 
No  fiction  about  them,  gentlemen. 

"This  serious  aspect  of  the  death  rate  in  Boston, 
to  which  the  Registrar  has  so  earnestly  called  the 
attention  of  its  citizeus,  will  become  still  more 
serious  in  the  future,  and  in  a  future  that  is  close 
at  hand,  if  the  territory  which  we  have  described 
is  not  laid  out  with  wise  forethought.  There  is  no 
part  of  the  city  as  constituted  today  that  requires 
more  careful  sanitary  engineering  than  this."    ' 

Those  words  were  written  by  one  of  the  most 
emineut  physicians  in  Boston.  Now,  the  death 
rate  in  Boston  in  1872  was  thirty ;  in  1873,  with  no 
smabpox,  twenty-eight  and  a  little  over;  in  1874, 1 
am  happy  to  say,  it  is  reouced  to  twenty-three.  I 
am  a  little  surptised  at  tha^,  because  I  proposed  to 
show  that  it  was  twenty-two;  but  while  it  is 
twenty-three  in  a  thousand,  with  proper  drainage 
it  would  not  be  fifteen.  He  acknowledged  over 
his  own  signature  that  he  agreed  with  the  main 
points  of  the  report  of  the  Park  Commission  and 
admitted  the  necessity  for  having  certain 
things  done  to  improve  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  city,  but  in  the  general 
stagnation  of  business  he  didn't  want  to  go  into 
an  expenditure  of  money  for  a  public  park.  We 
do  not  propose  to  do  that  now,  but  we  do  propose 


to  use  every  means  in  our  power  to  improve  the 
healthfulness  of  our  city;  that  is  our  duty,  it  i3  a 
part  of  the  business  we  are  expected  to  perform 
here.  There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  but  that 
the  Committee  on  Sewers,  during  the  past  and 
previous  years,  have  done  all  they  can  for  the 
construction  of  sewers.  But  we  don't  want  sewers 
constructed  in  the  wav  they  build  them.  It  is  no 
way  to  build  a  sewer  to  leave  it  emptying  out  into 
the  flats,  where  it  poisous  the  air  in  the  houses 
near  by. 

Alderman  Harris— Does  not  the  tide  ebb  and 
flow  at  all  those  outlets? 

Alderman  Clark — That  is  what  I  object  to.  It 
takes  the  matter  down  on  the  ebb  tide  and  swash- 
es it  back  again.  If  the  Alderman  is  in  doubt,  let 
him  go  down  to  Beacon  street  and  see  the  effect 
of  the  tide  floating  back  the  sewage  matter  upon 
the  flats.  During  the  administration  of  Mayor 
Gaston,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  were  invited  and 
went  down  there,  and  they  saw  the  emptying  of 
this  sewage  back  upon  the  flats,  and  lying  there 
in  the  hot  weather.  That  i*  a  fact  which  cannot 
be  ignored.  You  have  got  to  take  hold  of  this 
subject  as  you  would  that  of  pure  water. 
You  cannot"  have  pure  water  so  long  as 
you  allow  it  to  be  taken  up  anywhere 
and  distributed  all  over  the  city.  We 
don't  ask  to  take  any  property  of  the  Boston 
Water  Tower  Company.  Not  a  dollai  of  it.  I 
don't  believe  they  own  half  as  much  property  out 
there  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  thinks.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  many  persons  who  signed  the 
petitions  for  a  park  are  more  or  less  interested  in 
land  ;  but  when  you  say  nobody  eUe  besides  real 
estate  owners  is  interested  in  this  thing,  it  is  a 
mistake.  Those  most  interested  in  this  sub- 
ject are  such  men  as  Drs.  Clarke  and  Bow- 
ditch;  the  latter  thought  the  statements  made 
here  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
city  were  not  strong  enough.  1  took  the 
trouble  to  call  upon  him  and  upon  the 
secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  I  was 
informed  of  one  fact,  which  the  Alderman  from 
tin-  Bunker  Hill  District  should  bear  in  mind,  that 
the  sewage  which  comes  down  from  Cambridge 
and  the  Miller's  River  District  is  emptied  right 
down  upon  the  flats  and  carried  back  by  the  tide 
before  it  can  be  taken  out  Into  the  channel. 

Alderman  Harris — Has  not  that  sewer  been  con- 
structed by  a  commission  appointed  by  the  State? 

Alderman  Clark— I  can  only  state  what  I  was 
told  by  Dr.  Bowditch. 

Alderman  Harris— One  of  the  commissioners  on 
the  construction  of  that  sewer  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health. 

Alderman  Clark — It  is  not  properly  constructed 
unless  the  sewage  is  carried  out  into  deep  water. 
That  is  what  we  want.  We  don't  ask  the  right  to 
take  land  frem  Mr.  Kendall,  or  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company,  or  anybody  else.  But  we  want, 
after  the  subject  is  investigated  by  a  competent 
commission,  and  we  find  it  necessary,  to  have  the 
power  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  right  to  improve 
our  drainage,  and  that  is  all. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  I  understand  the  Alder- 
man right,  this  order  does  not  apply  for  authority 
to  lay  out  public  parks  at  all,  hut  simply  to  im- 
prove the  drainage,  and  is  not  applicable  to  the 
taking  of  land  in  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester 
at  all. 

Alderman  Clark — I  do  not  propose  to  spend  any 
money  at  all  for  this  purpose  during  the  present 
year,  nor  until  the  people  vote  upon  it,  but  I  do 
propose  that  this  sanitaiy  question  shall  be  looked 
into  this  year. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Then  I  suppose  the  order 
will  have  to  be  rewritten,  so  that  the  Mayor  shall 
petition  for  authority  to  improve  the  Charles  River 
basin. 

Alderman  Clark — Any  amendment  which  this 
Board  of  Aldermen  see  fit  to  pass  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  me  if  it  will  promote  this  object.  We  have 
an  able  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  at  the 
State  House  and  I  think  they  will  look  after  the 
wants  of  the  people. 

Alderman  Stebbins — That  is  precisely  what  I 
want  to  know.  I  supposed  it  was  to  take  land  for 
parks  in  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester.  We 
ought  to  have  that  settled  before  it  goes  to  the 
Legislature. 

Alderman  Clark— I  was  a  member  of  the  Park 
Commission,  and  saw  people  come  there  and  ad- 
vocate a  park  who  do  not  own  a  dollar's  worth  of 
real  estate  in  any  neighborhood  where  a  park 
would  be  likely  to  be  located.  Many  people  came 
there  who  said  they  owned  real  estate  which 
would  be  benefited  by  the  park. 
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Alderman  Worthington — And  were  ■willing  to 
pay  a  betterment? 

Alderman  Clarke  Yes,  and  1  hope  that  when  the 
act  is  passed  the  city  will  be  allowed  to  assess 
betterments.  I  believe  it  is  necessary,  in  order 
to  give  ns  better  drainage,  to  have  the  right  to 
take  land  for  this  purpose,  and  if  we  find  it  best 
to  vise  the  full  basin  for  the  purpose  ot  flushing 
out,  the  sewers,  as  has  been  suggested  by  the  very 
able  aDd  competent  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
employed  by  the  city  of  Boston,  then  let  us  have 
that  right.  My  ideas  in  regard  to  that  came  orig- 
inally from  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  of  this 
city.  I  am  not  an  engineer.  I  do  not  know 
that  that  is  the  best  way  to  construct  sewers,  but  I 
have  always  supposed  that  the  lay  of  the  land 
was  such  that  the  sewers  could  be  easily  flushed 
out.  If  ft  is  necessary  to  take  this  land,  which  is 
the  breeder  of  disease,  and  till  it  with  salt  water, 
and  if  the  city  chooses  to  embellish  it,  as  they  did 
the  driveway  around  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir^  and 
assess  betterments  on  the  adjoining  property, 
you  can  call  it  a  water  park,  or  what  you  choose. 
But  there  is  no  occasion  for  taking  land  in 
West  Roxbury  for  that  purpose.  It  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  proved  here  that  the 
death  rate  is  smaller;  it  has  undoubtedly 
been  shown  that  the  mortality  in  1874  lias  dimin- 
ished, but  thtit  is  so  in  all  the  principal  cities  of 
the  country.  Another  reason  is  because  we  have 
a  good  Board  of  Health,  who  are  at  work  night 
and  day,  using  all  their  powers  to  improve  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  city.  They  have  abated 
during  the  last  year  no  less  than  18,000  nuisances, 
and  I  believe  the  increased  healthfulaeiS  of  the 
city  in  1874  is  due  in  a  very  great  measure  to  the 
attention  which  this  same  Board  of  Health  have 
given  to  this  subject.  There  was  until  last  season 
a  common  sewer — not  constructed  by  the  city,  I 
admit — which  had  no  outlet  at  all,  and  drained  a 
large  number  of  dwellings.  It  became  filled  up, 
and  the  sewage  backed  up  into  the  houses  of 
Fairfield  street.  But  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers  was  called  to  it  and  an  outlet  asked 
to  be  made.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston 
to  make  it — 

Alderman  Harris— Was  not  the  gentleman  him- 
self president  of  the  corporation  which  con- 
structed that  sewer? 

Alderman  Clark— No,  sir,  I  was  not,  aud  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it  whatever.  I  think  it  was 
carried  across  to  Beacon  street  last  year  by  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  and  the  sewage  is  dumped 
out  there  on  the  flats.  We  all  feel,  I  pre- 
sume, in  regard  to  the  high  rate  of  taxa- 
tion, as  does  the  Alderman  from  AVard  12,  but  we 
had  better  cut  down  all  other  expenses  than  re- 
duce the  appropriation  for  sewers,  and  let  this 
state  of  things  continue  longer.  It  is  humiliating 
ihat  the  city  of  Boston  should  let  it  go  forth  that 
we  have  no  efficient  system  of  seweiage,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  death  rate  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing and  likely  to  increase ;  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  take  all  steps  in  our  power  to  find  the  remedy 
for  this  great  evil.  It  is  for  that  purpose  that  we 
want  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  place  the  city  in  a  condition  to  abate 
this  evil. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
question  of  sewerage  and  a  public  park  are  en- 
tirely different.  Many  of  us  would  favor  a  large 
outlay  for  improved  facilities  for  sewerage,  but 
to  connect  it  with  this  question  the  order  should 
be  altered  so  as  to  meet  the  scope  of  the  argu- 
ment. I  cannot  see  what  the  argument  for  good 
drainage  has  to  do  with  the  question  of  public 
parks.  lam  willing  to  vote  for  an  improvement 
of  the  drainage  system,  if  that  is  desired. 

Alderman  Clark— If  it  can  be  found  that  the 
land  about  there  can  be  improved  so  that  a  water 
park  can  be  constructed,  it  will  add  very  much  to 
the  beautv  of  the  city,  and  certainly  no  section  of 
the  city  will  be  more  benefited  than  that  which 
the  gentleman  represents. 

Alderman  Burrage — That  depends  ou  whether 
it  is  drainage  or  a  public  park. 

Alderman  Clark— If  it  is  the  best  way  to  im- 
prove the  drainage  of  the  city  by  constructing 
sewers  so  that  the  water  can  be  turned  in  at  the 
full  tide  to  flush  out  the  sewers  and  carry  off  the 
matter  into  deep  water,  then  a  salt  basin  can  be 
constructed  there,  ana  of  course  the  adjoining 
lands  will  be  much  improved. 

Alderman  Burrage— But  that  is  not  what  this  re- 
port suggests. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  willing  to  intrust  this 
matter  into  the  hands  of  the  whole  Board,  to  do 


what  is  best  for  the  interest  of  the  city  when  the 
right  is  granted  them. 

Alderman  O'Brien— So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
do  not*  mean  that  this  park  question  shall  be 
changed  altogether  to  one  of  sewerage.  The 
measuie  before  us  is  not  only  a  park,  but  a 
series  of  parks,  and  that  is  what  I  am  voting 
for.  I  am  not  surprised  that  such  a  great 
improvement  should  meet  with  opposition. 
Every  great  improvement  has  been  met  by 
the  same  kind  of  argument  of  increased  tax- 
ation and  ruin  of  credit.  Take  the  intro- 
duction of  pure  water,  thirty  or  forty  years  ago — 
xhe  city  was  co  be  ruined  by  increased  taxation. 
But  it  is  not  ruined  yet.  If  you  will  look  at  the 
Auditor's  report  you  will  find  that  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  City  Council  run  almost  exclusively 
into  one  channel.  We  spend  millions  of  dollars 
for  widening  and  improving  stree:s.  Last  year 
$6,400,000  were  taken  out  of  the  treasury  for  'im- 
proving streets,  and  during  the  last  hours  of  the 
session  street  improvements  were  voted  that  will 
cost  something  like  half  a  million  dollars. 

Alderman  Harris — We  appropriated  no  such 
sum  as  six  millions  for  widening  streets  last  year. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Auditor's  report  of  last 
year  states  that  six  millions  were  drawn  from  the 
city  treasury  for  street  widenings.  It  there  is  an 
epidemic  abroad, I  think  it  is  one  for  street  widen- 
ing. I  believe  we  have  some  other  things  to 
attend  to  besides  street  widenings.  The  health  of 
our  people  should  be  of  as  great  consideration  to 
us  as  street  openings  and  widenings.  It  is  as 
important  to  have  a  breathing  place  for  our  peo- 
ple as  it  is  to  lay  out  streets,  and  I  am  sorr>  that 
the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  this  question 
have  confounded  it  with  that  of  seweraee. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  believe  it  is  a  park  and  not 
a  sewerage  question.  If  incidentally  we  can  use 
it  to  improve  our  seweiage,  so  much  the  better; 
but  I  believe  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  present  the 
question  as  one  of  sewerage,  which  I  think  is  sec- 
ondary in  this  instance. 

Alderman  Power — lire  gentlemen  have  tried  to 
relieve  this  matter  of  the  foundation  that  the 
park  commissioners  gave  it.  But  the  question  of 
sewerage  has  been  brought  into  it  as  one  of  the 
most  important  reasons  for  a  park.  I  must  say 
that  until  this  question  came  up  nothing  was  ever 
said  again>t  the  sewerage  of  Boston.  We  have 
just  given  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  a  unani- 
mous vote  for  leeleetion,  and  if  we  have  no 
system  those  who  voted  for  him  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  themselves.  The  gentlfiuan  alludes 
to  the  Fairfield-street  sewer.  The  Committee  on 
Sewers  did  n't  spend  the  city's  money  to  do 
what  the  Water  Tower  Company  agreed  to  do 
themselves,  and  that  is  the  company  which  want- 
ed us  to  advance  money  on  work  to  be  done  there. 

Alderman  Worthington— Ou  work  that  has  been 
done. 

Alderman  Power— Talk  about  conducting  the 
sewage  to  the  channel.  Are  you  aware  that  the 
Harbor  Commissioneis  won't  permit  it?  There 
was  no  talk  about  indicting  the  city  for  main- 
ta'ning  a  nuisance  till  this  question  of  a  park  was 
forced  in.  The  Board  of  Health  have  done  all  they 
could  with  their  limited  exoerience,  and  with  in- 
creased experience  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
they  will  improve.  But  the  pa1  k  has  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  an  t  is  no  remedy  for  the  evil.  When 
this  authority  is  obtained,  the  representatives  of 
the  $70,000,000  worth  of  land  will  bring  a  pressure 
to  beai  f coin  all  quarters,  and  the  carrying  of 
measures  often  depends  upon  the  influence 
brought  to  bear  upon  tnem.  The  influence  of 
land  speculators  must  have  beeu  great  to  get  the 
city  indicted. 

Alderman  Worthington — Does  the  gentleman 
include  the  Board  of  Health  among  tueland  spec- 
ulators? 

Alderman  Power— I  am  speaking  of  land  specu- 
lators. The  Board  of  Health  are  supposed  to  be 
in  the  employ  of  the  city. 

Alderman  '  Worthrugton— Did  they  not  testify 
that  there  was  a  nuisance  on  the  Back  Hay  ? 

Alderman  Power— I  have  heard  they  did.  But 
there  is  no  reason  for  <»  park  here.  Oui  suburbs 
are  an  elegant  park.  If  we  need  to  spend  money 
for  drainage  we  can  do  it  without  laying  out  a 
park.  We  could  build  a  sewer  across  the  citv  and 
empty  it  into  Long  Island,  but  it  would  cost 
millions.    • 

Alderman  Prescott— I  was  much  surprised  to 
hear  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  trying  to  refute 
the  statements  made  in  the  report  of  the  Park 
Commission,  saying  they  were  not  true,  and  that 
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in  some  particulars  the  statistics  were  not  correct. 
Appended  to  the  report  I  find  the  following: 

"The  undersigned,  while  assenting  in  general 
terms  to  the  statements  contained  in  thefoiegoing 
report,  desires  to  have  it  appear  as  a  part  of  tie 
record  that  he  is  opposed  to  any  measures  which 
will  involve  an  expenditure  of  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  out  public  parks  at  this  time,  the 
city  being  heavily  in  debt,  the  taxes  for  municipal 
purposes  very  high,  and  all  kinds  of  business  in  an 
unusually  depleted  condition. 

James  Poweb." 

It  seems  that  he  did  assent  in  general  terms  to 
the  statements  in  the  report. 

Alderman  Power  —  I  explained  that  before. 
What  I  meant  by  assenting  in  genera!  terms  was 
that  I  assented  to  the  statements  in  relation  to 
the  advantages  of  a  park;  but  I  dissented  from 
Dr.  Clarke's  sanitary  Statistics. 

Alderman  Presco'tt— One  other  thing.  The  Al- 
derman has  represented  this  as  a  scheme  of  land 
speculators,  and  that  it  was  land  speculators  who 
appeared  before  this  commission.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman mean  to  scty  that  the  commissioners  ac- 
ceded to  the  desire  of  the  land  speculators.  Now, 
who  are  these  commissioners?  His  Honor,  the 
Mayor  of  Boston — is  there  a  gentleman  who  has 
been  associated  with  him  that  believes  he  could 
be  made  the  tool  of  laud  speculators?  The 
honorable  Chairman  of  this  Board,  who  is 
seated  here  for  the  fourth  time — do  gentle- 
men believe  he  could  be  maae  the  tool  of 
land  speculators?  Three  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  one  now  its  honored  presi- 
dent, sat  upon  this  commission  and  unanimouslv 
indorse  its  recommendations— Mr.  Richard  Fioth- 
ingham,  whom  the  city  invited  to  deliver  the  ora- 
tion last  Fourth  of  July,  one  of  the  most  honored 
citizens  of  this  city;  Dr.  E.H.Clarke,  who  has 
given  the  subject  "of  sanitary  science  almost  ex- 
clusive study  for  years ;  WilliamGray,  Jr.;— have 
these  gentlemen  listened  to  the  land  speculators 
and  had  the  wool  pulled  over  their  eyes  and 
mode  the  report  they  did?  If  that  be  so,  I 
should  think  this  order  ought  not  to  pass, 
for  if  they  have  had  the  wool  pulled  over 
their  eyes,  this  Board  may  run  the  same  risk.  I 
believe  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14,  that 
we  are  not  advocating  this  measure  simply  be- 
cause it  will  give  us  improved  drainage.  It  is  the 
whole  matter  of  a  series  of  public  parks,  or  one 
Large  one,  which  will  improve  the  surrounding 
territory  and  bring  up  the  valuation  of  the  city  of 


Boston  more  than  all  the  money  we  shall  lay  out. 
Ask  the  citizens  of  New  York  whether — notwith- 
standing their  parks  were  laid  out  by  such  scoun- 
drels as  Tweed  and  Sweeney  and  their  crew— they 
would  wipe  them  out  and  have  it  as  it  was  in 
the  past.  How  is  it  with  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia 
am)  Baltimore?  I  put  that  question  to  a  gen- 
tleman from  Philadelphia  this  afternoon,  and  he 
•  said  that  of  all  the  improvements  made  by  the 
public  mone,,  he  believed  it  was  the  delibeiate 
judgment  of  the  taxpayer;  there  that  the  park 
wis  the  best  investment  the  city  had  ever  made. 
The  figures  in  this  report  are  sufficient  to  con- 
vince me  that  Boston  ought  to  take  this  step  now, 
when  real  estate  is  depressed,  and  property  can 
De  bought  at  a  comparatively  low  figure. 
I  have  never  knows  a  public  improvement,  even  a 
street  widening  or  extension,  to  be  discussed  m 
this  Board  or  befoie  committees,  but  what  inter 
ested  parties  appealed.  Take  the  extension  of 
Swett  street,  involving  an  expenditure  of  nearly 
half  a  million  dollars — which  was  urged  so  strenu- 
ou  ly  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 — who  were 
more  frequently  seen  at  the  committee  meetings 
on  that  matter  than  the  parties  whose  lands  on 
the  South  Bay  will  be  improved  by  the  exten- 
:  ion?  So  it  is  with  all  great  improvements. 
They  must  benefit  some  people.  The  question 
in  this  case  ;s,  will  the  expenditure  be  warranted 
by  the  benefit  it  will  confer  on  the  whole  people? 
1  believe  it  will.  I  cannot  understand  bow  any 
one  can  object  to  the  order  with  the  restrictions 
placed  upon  it  by  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Chairman. 

Aldeiman  Stebbios— 1  desire  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment,  to  be  inserted  before  the  one. 
adopted: 

"Provided,  however,  that  no  expense  shall  be 
authorized  for  the  purchase  or  impiovement  of 
anv  land  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  raised  by- 
taxation  by  the  City  Council  for  that  purpose,  and 
all  money  actually  received  by  the  city  for  better- 
ment assessed  upon  the  adjoining  land." 

fhe  amendment  was  advocated  by  Aldermen 
s-tebbins  and  Bunage  and  adopted— yeas  10,  nays 
2— Aldermen  Quincy  and  Worthington  voting  nay. 

The  order  as  amended  was  rejected — yeas  6, 
na.*s6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  Pope,  Power, 
Stebbins,  Viles— 6. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Boat d  ad- 
journed to  Tuesday  next,  23d  inst.,  at  4  P.M. 


76 


COMMON      COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBEUABY    18,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  naif-past  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN 
FOR  CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  Sunerintendents  of  Streets 
and  Printing.    Placed  oh  file. 

Petitions  of  S.  T.  Hyde,  P.  M.  Kellaher,  Henry 
McDonald,  Charles  McGuinness,  Company  K, 
Mrst  Infantry,  First  Company  of  Cadets,  and 
John  H.  Wright  et  al.,  and  request  of  Overseers 
of  Poor.    Severally  referred. 

Report  no  action  necessary  on  petition  of  the 
School  Committee  to  be  furnished  with  the 
Municipal  Register,  as  toe  Committee  on  Printing 
will  direct  the  supply  of  the  same.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  the  salary  ut  the  late 
City  Treasurer,  up  to  July  1, 1875,  to  his  widow. 
Order  passed. 

Amendment  to  the  order  lequesting  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  to  report  an  ordinance  for 
the  union  of  the  Cochituaie  and  Mystic  water 
boards,  by  inserting  "if  deemed  expedient.-' 
Adopted,  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  requesting  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  completing  the  impiovemenl  of  the  North- 
ampton-street district  (City  Doc.  No.  25),  and  or- 
der for  assessing  cost  of  making  saiii  improve- 
provement.    Orders  passed. 

Order  placing  the  salary  of  tbe  Fourth  Assistant 
Solicitor  at  $2500  per  annum,  beginning  at  the 
date  of  his  appointment.  Passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  salary  bill  (City  Document  No.  22)  was  re- 
ceived and  laid  over. 

Report  nominating  Second  Assistant  Assessors 
and  certificate  of  election  of  said  assessors  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  Report  accepted  and  nomi- 
nations laid  over.  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he 
noticed  the  name  of  Benjamin  Callender  on  one 
of  the  tickets;  it  was  there  without  that  gentle- 
man's knowledge  and  consent, he  was  not  a  candi- 
date, and  would  not  accept  the  office  if  elected. 

Order  to  allow  Glover  &  Jones  to  erect  awoodtn 
building  od  a  wharf  in  rear  of  Commercial  street, 
Ward  16.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Executive  communication  transmitting  invita- 
tions to  attend  centennial  celebration  at  Concord 
and  Lexington,  with  resolve  accepting  the  same 
and  providing  for  a  committee  to  attend  the  cere- 
bration.   Resolve  passed. 

Order  that  the  expense  of  making  a  phono- 
graphic report  of  the  inquest  on  the  fire  at  145 
Court  street,  amounting  to  $255,  be  allowed  and 
paid  from  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  that  the  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment he  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
establishing  the  office  of  b'ire  Marsaal,  and  to 
renort  whether  any  additional  legislation  i?  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  City  Council  to  appoint  such  an 
officer  with  power  to  investigate  the  origin  and 
cause  of  fires. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  objection  to 
this  matter's  going  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment, but  I  would  like  to  have  somebody  give 
a  reason  why  such  an  officer  is  needed.  If'  it  is 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  away  from  the  present 
commissioners  a  part  of  the  responsibilities  and 
duties  to  perform  which  we  pay  twelve  or 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  £he 
purpose  of  creating  a  new  office,  let  it  be 
understood.  I  shall  object  to  taking  away 
any  of  the  powers  and  responsibilities  of  the 
Fire  Commissioners.  It  would  appear— I  have 
some  knowledge  on  the  subject,  having  been  upon 
the  committee  which  established  that  commission 
— that  that  was  a  duty  for  which  they  are  paid,  as 
that  matter  was  considered  in  fixing  the  amount 
of  their  salaries,  and  it  was  understood  that  they 
were  to  examine  into  all  such  matters.  I  have  yet 
10  hear  any  reason  for  this  entirely  new  matter";  [ 
have  yet  ti  hear  any  reesoii'for  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  officer.  We  have  three  gen- 
tlemen who  sit  in  their  seats  iu  their  offices  with 
closed   doors,   or   did   so   last   year    for   a   con- 


siderable time — I  wil1  not  repeat  the  words, 
because  I  called  attention  to  it  last  jear 
two  or  three  times.  They  are  expected  to 
consider  everything  connected  with  fires, and  now 
comes  a  proposition  to  appoint  an  additional  offi- 
cer. No  reasons  have  been  given  for  it,  but  I  will 
now  raise  mj  voice  in  objection  to  any  such  ap- 
pointment, because  it  seems  to  me  that  these 
three  gentlemen  have  an  abundance  of  time  to 
consider  all  matters  in  connection  with  the  cause 
of  fires.  I  want  to  throw  all  the  responsibil- 
ity connected  with  the  examination  of  causes 
of  fires  upon  those  three  commissioners.  I 
was  first  and  foremost,  year  before  last, 
in  proposing  to  the  City  Council  to  ap- 
point a  committee  to  investigate  this  subject, 
and  the  reorganization  of  the  department, 
the  result  of  which  was  the  passage  of  an  ordi- 
nance for  the  appointment  of  that  honorable 
board.  Now  I  undertake  to  say  that  they  are  not 
half  occuDied;  not  half  their  time  is  legitimately 
occupied  with  matters  connected  with  the  Fire 
Department.  If  I  am  wrong,  sir,  the  honorable 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  wil'  place  me 
right.  I  frequently  pass  their  door,  at  noon,  early 
in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening,  and  I  find 
them  without  occupation;  and  yet,  sir,  here  it  is 
proposed  to  create  the  office  of  Fire  Marshal,  with 
a  salary  of  §3006  or  $4000  a  year,  I  suppose,  to  come 
out  of  the  treasury.  I  am  opposedti  the  ciea- 
tion  of  such  an  office,  and  I  am  opposed  to  the 
crea'ion  of  any  such  commissions  unless  they 
throw  open  their  doors,  unless  every  official  act  of 
theirs  shall  be  susceptible  of  investigation  by  this 
City  Council.  They  pass  upon  appropriations  in 
detail  without  a  voice  from  us.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  exercise  ot  any  such  arbitrary  authority  by  any 
commission.  I  think  the  City  Co'incil,  coming  as 
it  does  from  tbe  people  every  year,  is  the  proper 
body  to  pass  upon  every  appropriation  and  fix 
the  salaries  for  tbe  officers  and  employes  of  the 
city.  I  find,  sir,  that  this  honorable  commission 
last  year — I  don't  know  how  it  may  be  this  year — 
Mr.  Jaqu?s  of  Ward  9—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  are  not  germane 
to  the  question. 

The  President— Tbe  Chair  decides  the  point 
well  taken.  The  question  is  on  the  expediency  of 
the  reference. 

Mr,  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  am  touching  the  whole 
point  at  issue,  and  I  shall  always  give  my  reasons 
for  the  faith  that  is  within  me,  according  to  par- 
liamentary custom.  I  believe  that  there  should 
not  be  a  Fire  Marshal,  atd  I  think  the  reasons  I 
gave  are  entirely  germane  to  the  question  not- 
withstanding my  worthy — 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  instruct- 
ing the  committee  to  investigate  whether  such  an 
appointment  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  understand  that,  sir,  but  I  am 
simply  giving  my  reason  why  this  committee 
should  not  investigate. 

The  President — The  gentleman  has  a  right  to  do 
that,  but  the  question  of  app  •iuting  the  Marshal 
is  not  under  discussion. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  admit  it,  sir,  but  we  are  not  here  to 
be  coufinert  exclusively  in  every  word  we  say  to 
the  simple  point  under"  discussion  without  illus- 
tration. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  of  reference. 

Mr.  Shaw— We  aie  not  compelled  to  be  confined 
exclusively  to  the  order.  If  the  Council  see  tit  to 
refer  the  matter.  I  shall  offer  no  objection. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— If  tbe  gentleman  had 
vvaUed  for  the  committee  to  report,  be  might  then 
have  heard  their  explanations,  but  in  his  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Fire  Commissioners  he  errs 
very  greatly.  There  are  no  powers  vested  in  the 
commission  to  investigate  the  causes  of  fiies. 
The  only  power  by  which  it  can  be  done 
is  bv  a  'fire  inquestj  one  ot  which  has  recently 
taken  place,  and  the  order  to  pa"  for  the  clerical 
assistance  has  just  passed  ita  first  reading.  The 
office  which  ihe  committee  ask  for  power  to  inves- 
tigate the  expediency  of  creating  is  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  that  now  in  existence  in  New  York  oi*y.  by 
which  the  origin  of  fires  can  be  looked  into  aud 
evidence  taken  on  the  spot.  The  Fire  Commis- 
sioners h  a  ve  no  such  power  now.  If  they  wish  to 
look  into  the  cause  of  a  fire  supposed  to  be  incen- 
diary they  have  to  make  a  complaint  to  tbe  Mu- 
nicipal Court,  summon  jurors  and  have  the  par- 
tie--  brought  before  them. 

The  power  asked  for  by  the  committee  is  to 
create  an  officer  who  can,  if  ho  thinks  it  neces- 
sary, summon  witnesses  and  take  evidence  on 
the  spot,  under  oath.    The  matter  is  very  imma- 
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ture  at  present,  and  the  committee  wish  to  have 
this  order  passed  to  further  them  iii  their  investi- 
gation  . 

Mr,  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  only  rise  to  answer  a 
suggestion  of  my  worthy  friend.  1  have  no  doulit 
he  1  ■  right  and  honest  in  it.  But  i  would  suggest 
that  the  matter  be  simplified  by  empowering  the 
Fire  Commissioners  to  do  it.  It  can  be  done  by 
oiilinn  ice  Of  by  an  appeal  to  the  big  house  upon 
the  lull.    Simplify  the  matter. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
to  change  the  mode  of  assessing  COgl  of  construct- 
ing sewers.     Passed. 

BADGES. 

On  (UOtlOU  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  tiie  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  eight  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  viz.,  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby 
was  rejected  the  order  for  the  appointment  of  a 
special  committee  to  procure  badges  for  such 
member-  of  the  Common  Council  as  desire  them, 
ai  a  cost  not  to  exceed  ftlS  for  eaeti  badge. 

All'.  Flynn — I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will 
prevail,  If  it  docs  1  shall  move  to  further  amend 
by  striking  out  "$15"  and  inserting  "$7.50." 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— As  an  honest  differ- 
ence appears  to  exist  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I 
propose  to  vote  for  a  reconsideration,  and  if  it 
is  carried  T  shall  move  an  o-der  providing  that 
the  City  Messenger  be  authorized  to  supply  all 
members  ,vith  badges  who  desire  them,  at  their 
own  expense. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  1(1,  the  yeas 
and  n  ivs  were  ordered  on  the  reconsideration, 
and  it  was  carried— yeas  39,  nays  32: 

teas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Harry,  Kent,  Hrackctt, 
('lark,  Collins,  Coyle,  Cushmau,  Damon, Day,  Dev- 
ereux,  Duirga.ii,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn, 
Harri & audi icks.Kclley, Kingsbury, Kiogsley,  Lap- 
pen,  Leigh  ton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes, 
Osi.orne,  1'ower,  Sice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Tram,  Wal- 
bridge.  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur, 
Willcutt,  Woods-39. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait, 
Guild,  Haruion,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques, Kimball, 
Long,  Luring,  Morrison,  Newton,  rage,  Parker, 
Peabody,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Smith,  Spiague,  Sta- 
cy, Sweetser,  Thacher,  Trull,  Wadswbrth,  Wilson 
-32. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  the  or- 
der hv  striking  out  "$16,"  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  "$7.50." 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  no  more  time  w  ill 
be  taken  in  arguing  pro  and  con  upon  this  ques- 
tion. As  has  been  said,  there  is  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  hav- 
ing badges,  and  as  the  matter  stands  with  the 
am  ndmentof  $7.50,  which  will  procure  a  very 
proper  badge  for  those  who  desire  them,  it  seems 
to  me  that  if  those  who  voted  against  this  reconsid- 
eration will  stand  to  their  opinion,  there  will  only 
be  a  small  amount  of  money  laid  out  for  badges. 
If  one  half  of  the  Council  desire  badges— it  has 
be  n  the  custom  tor  many  years— 1  think  it  is  no 
more  than  fair  to  let  them  have  this  trifle. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

.Mr.  Jaques  of  Warn  9— I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  pievail,  for  the  simple  reason  that  this 
has.  in  one  sense,  been  made  a  test  question 
as  to  whether  this  bocy  will  spend  any  money 
upon  a  thing  that  has  been  clearly  shown 
to  be  improper.  The  action  of  those  who 
would  have  these  amendments  prevail  re- 
minds ine  of  the  young  woman  who  had  been 
unfortunate  enough  to  become  a  mother  before 
she  was  a  wife,  and  she  excused  herself  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  very  small  one.  Now  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  question  in  regard  to  this 
bantling  is  its  origin,*and  I  should  have  the  same 
objection  to  voting  for  an  amendment  of  fifty 
cents  that  I  should  to  voting  for  one  of  $7.50. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — I  do  n^t  think  ary  amount 
of  discussion  would  chauge  our  minds  on  this  sub- 
ject and  I  move  the  pievious  question. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— The  previous  ques- 
tion will  cut  off  all  amendments  to  the  order,  and 
as  I  proposed  to  offer  one  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motiou.  1  am  sure  that  dis- 
cussion will  not  change  members'  minds.  If  a 
strong  public  opinion  against  it  has  not  changed 
the  members'  minds,  I  don't  think  discussion  will. 
But  I  hope  members  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
offer  amendments. 


Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — I  fail  to  see  the  advantage 
of  off tring  amendments  except  to  take  up  time. 
We  have  taken  up  enough  time  discussing  amend- 
ments and  ordeis  on  thfc  subject,  and  if  members 
want  to  put  in  orders  they  can  defeat  this  one.  It 
se?msto  me  that  the  general  question  has  been 
discussed  sufficiently. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  intended  no  reflection  upon  me,  1  presume. 
I  have  endeavored  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  Presi- 
dent several  times,  but  (ailed  until  no  .v.  I  have 
an  order  which  1  would  like  to  offer. 

The  main  question  waa  ordered,  and  the  amend- 
ment as  offered  by  Mr.  Flynn  was  adopted — 19 
yeas,  22  nay  : 

Yeas — Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Brackett, Burditt, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker,  dishing,  Cusb- 
man,  Damon,  Day,  'Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn.  Goldthwalt,  Harmon,  Harri- 
gar,  Hicks,  Kelley,  King-bury,  Kincsley,  Lappen, 
Leighton,  Long,  Loriug,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray, 
Noyes,  ()  borne,  Peabody,  Power,  Rice,  Shaw, 
Sibley,  Sprague,  Tram,  Wadsworth,  Walt  ridge, 
Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson, 
Woods— 49. 

TS'ays— ilea).  Binges,  Cawley,  Curtis,  iitzgcrald, 
Guild,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Morri- 
son, Newton,  Page,  Parker,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Smith,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Trull,  Willcutt 
—22. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der, and  it  was  passed  as  amended— yeas  38,  navs 
33. 

Yeas— Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Clarke,  Collins, 
Coyle,  Cusliman,  Damon,  Day.  Devereux,  Dug- 
gan, Eilwaids,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harmon,  Har- 
ridan Bilks,  kilty  King  bury,  Kingsley  1  ip- 
peu,  Leighton.  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes, 
Osborne,  Power,  Hice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Train,  VVal- 
bridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur. 
Woods— 38.    . 

Navs— Heal,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Burg .-ss,  Cawley, 
Crocker,  Curtis.  Cushing,  Fitzgeiald,  Goldthwait, 
Guild,  Hiscock,  Howes,'  Jaques,  Kimball,  Long, 
Loring,  Morrisou,  Newton,  Page,  Parker,  Pea- 
body,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacey, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Trull.  Wadsworth,  W'illcut, 
Wilson -33. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — In  order  to  settle  this 
matter  tonight,  I  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote,  hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  raise  the  point  of  or- 
der, that  this  matter  having  beenisettled  on  a  re- 
consideration, it  cannot  be  reconsidered  again, 
and  the  motion  is  out  of  order. 

The  President  decided  that  the  point  was  not 
well  taken. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  rise  to  a  point  of  oi  der. 
The  motion  to  reconsider  cannot  be  made  at  this 
time,  as  the  rules  provide  the  order  in  which  busi- 
ness shall  be  tiansacted,  and  the  motion  is  not  in 
order  till  later  in  the  evening,  under  the  head  of 
"Motions,  orders  and  resolutions." 

The  President — In  strict  conformity  to  the  rule, 
the  point  is  well  taken  and  the  motion  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Flynn — Has  it  not  been  the  custom? 

The  President— It  has,  but  uuder  the  strict  rules 
it  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Cannot  a  member  move  a 
reconsideration  at  the  same  meeting? 

The  President— The  Chair  decides  that  he  can. 

Mr.  Shaw — Then  the  gentleman's  motion  must 
be  m  order. 

The  President— The  Council  have  adopted  cer- 
tain rules  for  the  government  of  business.  The 
motiou  would  nroperly  be  in  order  under  "Mo- 
tions, orders  arid  resolutions." 

Mr.  Flynn — I  can  see  that  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  aie  determined  to  defeat  it,  and  in  order 
that  we  may  settle  it  now,  I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  that  I  may  make  the  motion  to  reconsider 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  did  not  raise  the  point 
I  suggested  from  any  unfriendliness  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7,  but  out  of  sheer  consist- 
ency. I  do  not  see  that  we  could  gain  anything 
by  suspending  the  rule.  We  have  once  reconsid- 
ered this  question  and  cannot  reconsider  it  again. 
It  has  now  been  decided.  I  have  voted  against 
the  order  and  the  amendments.  But  it  is  decided 
and  I  am  content.  I  differ  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  honestly,  but  I  do  not  think  that  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings  it  is  worth  while  to 
spend  time  on  a  reconsideration,  as  we  have  spent 
time  enough  already,  and  the  matter  is  settled 
beyond  reservation.     I  hope  it  will  be  dropped. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  frpm  Ward 
7  entirely  misconstrued  my  motive.  I  have  no  in- 
tention to  flilibuater  on  this  question,  but  I  do  de- 
sire that  the  business  may  be  despatched.  Several 
important  matters  are  to  be  transacted  and  noth- 
ing done  to  detain  those  who  wish  to  leave. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  don't  know  what  the  motives  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  are,  but  I  know  from 
experience  that  Le  has  made  such  a  motion  at 
least  ten  times,  and  my  object  was  to  prevent  de- 
lay. If  the' gentlemen  are  satisfied  I  will  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  should  be  willing  to  vote  against 
a  reconsideration  if  it  comes  up  by  a  trick. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  withdrawn. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Anderson  of 
Ward  .3,  Cushinp  of  Ward  4,  and  Harmon  of  .Ward 
6  the  committee  to  procure  badges. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  the  interest  due  on  the  Pierce  Fuel 
Fund  from  Sept.  1,  1872  to  Sept.  1, 1873,  amount- 
ing to  $90.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  issue  to  John  Gilson  a  certificate  of  in- 
debtedness for  $4000,  on  the  conditions  set  forth 
in  said  ordei .    Pass  ed  in  concurrence. 

O'  der  for  a  tran-fer  from  the  appropriation  for 
Police  Station  House,  South  Boston,  to  thac  for 
Police  Station  House,  Ward  16,  of  the  sum  of 
$2000.    Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  61,  nays  0. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8'/2  o'clock 
P.  M.,  viz.,  orders  appropriating  $1,500,000  for 
extension  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  and 
granting  authority  for  said  extension,  and  $30,000 
for  a  siphon  pipe  over  Charles  River.  (Reprinted 
City  Doc.  No.  20,  with  amendments  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  thereto.) 

The  oiders  were  passe  1  in  concurrence — yeas  57, 
nays  14: 

Yeas — Anderson,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett, 
Burditt,  Cawley,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker, 
Curtis,  Cushing,  Damon,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitz- 
gerald, Fitzpatnck,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Guild, 
Harmon,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball, 
Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappen,  Long,  Lorrng, 
Moonev,  Morrison,  Murray,  Newton,  Noyes,  Os- 
borne,* Page,  Parker,  Peabody,  Pierce,  Power, 
Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  'Smith,  Sprague,  Sweet- 
ser, Thacher,  Train,  Wadsworth,.  Walsh,  Whit- 
comb,  Whitrnore,  Wilbur,  Willcutc,  Woods— 57. 

Nays— Burgess,  Cushman,  Day,  Devereux,  Har- 
rigan,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Leighton,  Moley,  Sibley, 
Stacey,  Trull,  Walbridge,  Wdson— 14. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000,  for  widening, 
building  and  extending  Swett  street  from  Albany 
street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  and  the  order  for  con- 
tracts for  the  construction  of  Swett  street  from  Al- 
bany street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  including  the 
uecessary  bridges  over  tide  waters;  and  also  for 
raising  the  road  beds  and  tracks  of  the  Boston, 
Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad,  an  constructing  a 
bridge  over  said  street,  were  considered  among 
the  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  moved  that  they  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— This  is  an  important  mat- 
ter and  should  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  would  like  the  gentleman  to  state  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15— This  afternoon  I  listen- 
ed to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  [A-lderman  Power]  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
favor  of  economy.  1  was  very  much  pleased  with 
them,  and  I  think  that  before  we  enter  into  a  mat- 
ter of  this  kind  we  should  always  give  it  due  and 
proper  deliberation.  I  know  this  subject  received 
considerable  attention  in  the  last  City  Council, 
but  I  think  that  as  there  are  many  new  members 
here  ihey  should  hear  some  good  reasons  why  this 
order  should  pass  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  reasons  are  that  the 
last  City  Council  laid  out  this  Street  a«  a  public 
highway  between  Roxbury  and  South  Boston. 
The  land  was  taken  at  that  time,  but  it  being  so 
late  in  the  season  the  Council  concluded  that  the 
order  for  borrowing  the  money  should  go  to  the 
Finance  Committee  of  this  Government.  J  The  or- 
der for  taking  the  land  and  laying  out  tlie  streat 
was  passed  bv  that  Council.  Tlie  city's  honor  is 
at  stake  in  this  matter.  Now  all  that  we  have  got 
to  do  in  this  matter  is  to  go  on  and  build  the 
street. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— As  f  was  an  advocate  of 
this  matter  in  the  last  City  Government,  I  would 
reiterate  what  1  said  then.  The  amount  of  money, 


$476,000,  seems  a  large  sum ;  but  it  is  merely  to 
cover  che  gross  expense  of  this  improvement. 
The  drawback  which  trill  come  to  the  city  from 
the  abutters — which  those  parties  have  already 
signed  bonds  to  pay— amounts  to  between  $90,009 
and  100,000,  which  will  make  the  cost  not  far  from 
$376,000,  instead  of  $476,000.  I  spoke  to  City  Au- 
ditor Turner  on  the  subject,  and  he  said  that  of 
course  we  must  pay  the  bills  before  we  can  chaige 
betterments  for  the  improvernfints.  As  to  the  im- 
portance of  carrying  tbat  project  through,  I  have 
yet  to  hear  one  speak  against  itoutside  of  the  City 
Council.  On  the  contrary,  i  have  heard  hundreds 
say  it  was  one  of  the  most  important  and  best 
schemes  we  acted  upon  last  year. 

Mr  Page  of  Ward  9— I  had  the  hot:or  to  present 
a  minority  1  eport  from  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
last  year,  on  this  subject,  and  although  whatever 
this  Council  may  do  tonigbt  cannot  effect  the 
merits  of  the  question  or  prevent  the  laying  out 
of  the  street,  I  have  not  changed  my  mind.  I  en- 
deavored to  give  this  City  Council  the  opportunity 
to  vote  upon  che  merits  of  the  question,  and  sev- 
eral gentlemen  supported  me,  but  we  foimeda 
very  small  minority.  A  majority  of  the  two 
branches  of  that"  City  Government  decided 
to  lay  out  that  street  and  thac  this 
City  Council  should  furnish  the  money, 
which  we  are  obliged  to  do,  or  the  city  will  be 
liable.  The  state  of  the  matter  is  just  this :  The 
Street  Commissioners  passed  an  order  chat  the 
safety  and  convenience  of  the  public  required  the 
laying  out  of  the  street,  which  was  sent  to  the 
City  Council  of  last  year,  and  they  referred  it  to 
the  Joint  Committee*  on  Streets.  After  a  great 
deal  of  figuring  the  abutters  consented  to  pay  a 
very  small  amount  of  what  they  snould  have  paid. 
There  is  no  question  about  that  at  all,  as  it  is  an 
improvement  very  largely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
abutters,  ahd  they  pay  only  a  very  small  part  of  the 
cost  of  the  improvement.  The  parties  who  own  the 
land  there  are  of  course  immediately  interested, 
and  they  should  pay  considerably  more  money 
than  they  agreed  to.  In  regard  to  geutlemen  out- 
side of  the  Council  being  uu.mimously  in  favor  of 
it,  I  beg  to  differ  from  the  gentleman ;  for  I  have 
seen  many  who  have  taken  my  side  of  the  case, 
and  who  think  that,  if  the  street  is  laid  out.it 
should  be  paid  for  by  those  who  are  to  have  the 
benefit  of  it.  But,  as  the  matter  stands  today, 
the  City  Council  have  concurred  with  the  Street 
Commissioners  in  the  passage  of  the  order;  but  if 
the  laud  is  not  taken  in  two  years  the  taking  fails, 
though  parties  could  sue  the  city  for  damages  for 
not  taking  the  land.  If  the  Council  refuses  to  ap- 
propriate'tbe  money  for  it,  the  consequence  would 
be  tbat  the  city  would  be  involved  in  lawsuits.  I 
was  sorry  I  could  not  get  the  matter  referred  to 
this  Government,  who  have  to  furnish  the  money, 
and  it  did  not  seem  to  me  that  we  should  be  placed 
in  the  position  we  aie  in  today.  But,  as  the  City 
Council  has  concurred  with  the  Street  Commis'- 
sioners  in  passing  the  order  laying  out  the  street. 
I  do  not  know  any  way  to  get* oat  ot  the  dilemma 
but  to  furnish  the  money. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Another  fact  is  that  the 
abutters  have  given  bonds  to  pav  $60,000  towards 
building  the  street,  and  $40,000  worth  of  land. 
The  city  his  releases  of  the  land  and  bouds  tbat 
the  Darties  will  pay  the  $60,000  when  the  street  is 
laid  out. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  think  it  fair  to  state 
oue  other  fact,  and  that  is  in  regard  to  the  refer- 
ence of  this  matter  to  this  City  Government, 
which  was  fully  explained  then.  This  matter  had 
been  thoroughly  ventilated  f  r  two  years  and  the 
reason  urged  for  the  settlement  of  the  question 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  last  City  Council  was 
that  the  releases  had  been  obtained.  It  was  on 
that  ground  that  action  was  taken  last  year. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — This  matter  ought  to  be 
tabled  until  we  can  see  in  what  condition  we  shall 
be  in  a  few  months  hence.  It  has  been  argued  be- 
foie  the  upper  house  that  it  is  necessary  ifbr  us  to 
have  great  economy  ;.t  the  present  time,  and  from 
what  I  have  been  able  to  learn  on  this  subject— 
I  have  read  the  reports  of  last  year — it 
looks  to  me  like  a  very  wild  schenie.  I 
don't  think  the  committee  reported  that 
public  necessity  requires  this  avenue  to  be 
laid  out;  it  was  rather  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
lands  into  the  market  that  it  was  thought  to  be 
advisable,  It  does  not  appear  that  public  travel 
requires  that  this  street  should  be  laid  out  at  the 
present  time. 

The  President  said  the  time  for  debars 
had  expired,  and  after  the  expression  of 
a   desire,   by  Mr.   Page,  that  the    new  member* 
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should  liave  an  opportunity  io  look  into  the 
merits  of  the  case,  ami  an  explanation  from 
Mr.  Fly 'in  that  the  city  is  liable  for  damages  if  the 
street  is  not  built  and  that  the  work  can  be  done 
cheaper  now  by  $1  or  $1.50  per  square  yard  than 
it  can  two  or  three  months  hence,  and  the  com- 
mittee desire  to  press  the  work  forward,  the  order 
to  contract  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  order 
for  the  loan  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8  P.  M. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred  : 
Member  of  Coeliitaate  Water  Hoard.  Certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  Uriel  H.  Ciocker  as  a  rami- 
ber  of  the  Cochituate  "Water  Hoard,  in  place  of 
Amos  L.  Noses,  chosen  by  this  Council.  Messrs. 
Wilson  ot  Ward  12,  and' Harrigau  of  Ward  14, 
Long  of  Ward  8,  were  oppointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 63 

Amos  L.  Noyes 4(1 

Uriel  H.  Crocker 21 

H.  H.  Sprague 2 

And  Me.  Noyes  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
Certificrte  sent  up. 

City  Registrar.  Report  ncminating  N.  A. 
Apollonio  accepted.  Messrs.  Pierce  of  Ward  11, 
Sampson  of  Ward  10,  aad  Clarke  of  Ward  15  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  to  a  euoice 32 

N.  A,  Apollonio  had 58 

Edward  Kelly 1 

Charles  Harris 1 

Edwin  Sibley 1 

And  Mr.  Apollonio  was  declared  elected.  Certifi- 
cate sent  up. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges.  Messrs.  Whitmore 
of  ward 4,  Power  of'  Ward  21, and  Newton  of  Ward 
14  were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  inquired  who  Mr.  Fiancis 
M.  Hughes  (rhe  minority  nominee  lor  superintend- 
ent of  Dover-street  bridge)  was,  and  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7  said  he  supposed  Mr.  Hughes  was'  nom- 
inated because  ihe  minority  of  the  committee 
thought  there  ought  to  be  a  change.  The  great 
majority  of  the  South  Boston  people  think  the 
present  superintendent  [Mr.  Nelson]  is  not  a  fit 
man  to  have  there ;  he  is  a  person  whom  the  citi- 
zens of  Wards  7  and  12  do  not  think  much  of  and 
some  of  chetn  cannot  get  alone'  with  him. 
The  Committee  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

For  Superintendent  of  Federal-street  Itrldge. 

Jacob  Norris 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge. 

Angus  Nelson 33 

Francis  M.  Hughes 34 

For  Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge. 

Edwaid  T.  Stowers 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Charles  River  Bridge. 

Joel  R.  Bolan 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge. 

Charles  H.  Marple 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge. 

John  Howard 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge. 

John  C.  Poole 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge. 

George  H.  Davis 67 

For  Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge. 

Reuben  B.  Wendell 67 

And  those  receiving    the   necessary  votes   were 
declated  elected. 
Certificate  sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Andersor  of  Ward  3— Petition  of  Wil- 
liam Wilson  for  compensation  for  damages  to  his 
wife  caus:d  by  a  fall  on  sidewalk. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  E.  D. 
Whitcomb  for  compensation  for  damages  to  his 
sleigh  by  an  alleged  defect  in  a  public  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims  and  sent  up. 

REPORTS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  repout  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  purchase  the  vacant  lot  ad- 
joining th°  Chapman  Schoolhouse,  as  the  land 
cannot  be  procured  on  satisfactory  terms.  Ac- 
cepted and  sent  up. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Ferries  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  make  any  reduction  in  the  rates  of  toll  at 
this  time.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 


Mr.  Sprague  of  Waul  4  submitted  a  r  port  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Library,  that  the 
order  to  print  the  proceenings  at  dedication  of 
Brighton  Branch  Library  ought  not  to  pass.  Ac- 
cepted, and  sent  up. 

BEDIVI8ION  OF  THE  WARDS. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  order  for  the 
Mayor  to  amend  tne  petition  tor  a  new  number  of 
wards,  to  provide  that  each  ward  shall  elect  two 
members  of  the  Common  Council  and  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Scnool  Committee,  was  taken  from  the 
table.    The  question  was  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  desire  to  amend 
tht  order  by  placing  the  number  of  wards  at 
thirty-six.  This  order  is  in  reality  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Census  and  Division  of  the 
Wards.  They  first  reported  through  tneir  chair- 
man to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  an  order  which  not 
only  requested  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  a  change 
in  the  number  of  wards,  but  alsom  regard  to  the 
number  of  Common  Councilmen  and  School  Com- 
mitteemen from  each  ward.  The  Aldermen 
passed  that  order  with  the  clause  relat- 
ing to  representation  in  the  Council  stricken 
out;  it  was  sent  down  here,  and  passed,  and 
the  Mayor  has  placed  the  petition  before  the 
Legislature.  That  petition  is  for  liberty  to  make 
the  number  of  wards  not  exceeding  thirty,  and  it 
is  absolutely  essential  for  us  to  take  some  action 
in  regard  to  representation.  As  the  charter  now 
stands  we  are  obliged  to  have  four  members  of 
the  Council  and  School  Committee  from  each 
ward,  except  Wards  17, 19,  20.  21  and  22;  if  there  is 
to  be  any  change  we  must  have  an  amend- 
ment to  the  charter,  or  else  have  onlv 
eighteen  wards.  The  matter  is  one  upon  which 
the  committee  express  no  opinion  as  to  whether 
it  is  advisable  to  limit  the  number  of  representa- 
tives, but  it  is  desirable  that  some  action  be 
taken  or  else  we  shall  be  limited  to  eighteen 
wards.  In  the  committee  it  was  deemed  best  to 
limit  the  number  of  (  ouncilmen  and  School  Com- 
mitteemen to  two  from  each  ward  and  fix  the 
number  of  wards  at  thirty-six.  At  all  events,  the 
petition  should  be  amended.  This  matter  of 
representatives  was  sent  to  us  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  form  it  was 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  very  strongly 
the  feeling  of  that  Board  that  the  initiative 
should  be  taken  by  us.  For  one,  I  feel  undecided 
as  to  the  advisability  of  having  smaller  wards ; 
but  it  is  proper  for  the  Council  to  decide  whether 
it  will  reduce  the  number  of  members  from  each 
ward.  As  the  charter  stands  now,  nearly  all  the 
wards  must  have  four  members,  and  without  in- 
creasing the  Councilmen  we  could  only  have 
eighteen  wards.  It  is  rather  late  to  commence 
discussion  this  eveningt  and  if  it  is  the  desire  f 
the  Council  I  nave  no  objection  to  a  special  as- 
signment of  the  order  tor  next  Thursday  evening. 
The  Mayor  must  fix  the  number  of 
wards  in  the  petition.  We  now  have  sixteen 
wards  entitled  to  tour  members  and  seven  enti- 
tled to  two,  and  the  question  is  whether  we  shall 
increase  the  number  of  the  Couocil  for  the  next 
ten  years  or  keep  it  at  the  present  limit. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  think  that  if  we  pass 
this  order  it  will  be  anticipating  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  new  charter.  There  may  per- 
haps be  a  necessity  for  passing  the  first  portion 
of  the  order  to  fix  the  number  of  warc!s  at  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty-six.  if  that  is  desined  expedient ;  but 
I  think  it  would  be  rather  forcing  the  matter  to 
debate  the  question  whether  we  shall  have  two. 
tfciee  or  four  Common  Councilmen  or  members  of 
the  school  board.  The  rights  of  the  city  in  the 
Legistature  have  been  saved  bv  the  introduction, 
by  Mr.  Codman  of  Ward  6,  of  an  order  under 
which  we  can  bring  before  the  JudiciaryCommittee 
any  amendment  to  the  city  charter  which  we  think 
proper.  I  should  not  be  willing  to  discuss  the 
question  of  representation  now.  We  all  agree 
that  there  should  be  some  reduction  of  the  school 
board,  but  I  don't  think  members  are  prepared  to 
vote  tonight.  No  harm  will  be  done  if  this  is  laid 
over  one  week,  and  if  it  waits  till  the  report  on 
the  new  charter  is  made  we  will  be  able  to  discuss 
it  more  intelligently  and  come  to  some  conclusion. 
I  think  the  true  way  is  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  authority  to  divide  the  city  into  such  a  num- 
ber of  wards,  not  exceeding  thirty  or  thirty-six. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  «— I  cannot  quite  agree 
with  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  that  it 
is  going  to  be  safe  for  us  to  fix  the  number  of 
wards  and  stop  there,  because  if  we  do  we  must 
have,  as  it  row  stands,  four  times  as  many  Com- 
mon Councilmen  as  we  have  now.    We  should  de- 
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terrnine  now  how  many  members  of  each  branch 
we  want  in  the  Council,  and  the  School  Commit- 
tee. As  has  been  said,  itis  necessary  to  have  are- 
division  of  the  city,  and,  as  matteisnow  stand,  for 
the  Council  to  act  on  rhe  question  of  representation 
It  is  true  that  the  city  rights  are  preserved  in  the 
Legislature,  and  that  the  matter  can  be  brought 
up  "at  any  time,  and  it  a.ppearsto  me  that  we 
should  refer  this  order  to  the  committee  whom  we 
appointed  to  consider  the  matter.  "When  they  re- 
port we  shall  have  some  definite  opinion  for  our 
guidance,  as  they  will  report  their  reasens  for  a 
smaller  or  larger  number  of  wards.  I  hojje  we  shall 
refer  the  order  instead  of  assigning  it,  and  that 
they  will  report  what  in  their  opinion  is  the  best 
number  of  wards  for  the  interest  of  the  city.  Then 
in  determining  the  number  of  wards  the  Council 
would  naturally  decide  how  many  members  we 
want  from  each  body.  While  the  committee  on 
the  new  charter  are  doing  all  tht-y  can  consistent- 
ly with  their  other  engagements,  and  intend  to 
make  a  full  report  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment, they  have  been  ec gaged  but  two  months  up- 
on a  work  which  it  took  the  commissioners  eighteen 
months  to  prepare,  and  I  think  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  wait  for  their  report. 

Mr.  VThitrnore  of  Ward  4—1  should  have  given 
a  more  extended  explanation  of  this  matter,  but 
I  supposed  the  members  were  aware  of  the  pro- 
ceedings already  had  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
This  matter  is  brought  forward  as  an  amendment 
to  the  action  already  taken.  Thev  passed  an  or- 
der requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture to  amend  the  charter  so  as  to  make  a  number 
of  wards  not  exceeding  thirty  which  might  here- 
after be  fixed  by  the  City  Council.  That  order 
passed  this  body  and  the  petition  has  been  sent  to 
the  Legislature.  The  result  is  we  are  oouud 
to  make  some  indication  of  the  number  of 
wards  we  desire,  as  the  Legislature  will  not 
allow  us  to  fix  it  at  "not  exceeding  30,"  for  if  we 
do  the  remaining  provisions  of  the  charter  will 
oblige  us  to  have  120  members  in  this  Council  and 
180  members  of  the  School  Committee.  That  left 
us  in  such  an  absurd  position  that  we  should 
amend  the  petition  so  as  to  have  only  two  or  three 
Common  Counciimen  or  School  Committeemen. 
I  should  be  glad  to  refer  the  order  to  the  commit- 
tee if  it  would  expedite  matters.  The  only  question 
is  as  to  the  desirability  of  increasing  or  diminish- 
ing the  number  of  each  body.  If  we  have  twen- 
ty-four ward',  we  can  have  forty-eight  or  seventy- 
two  members :  but  we  can  have  no  intermediate 
number;  and  we  should  consider  carefully 
whether  or  not  we  want  to  keeo  the  number  at 
the  present  figure.  "We  ought  to  say  whether  we 
want  twenty  wards  with  three  members,  or  thirty 
with  two.  The  other  matter  can  be  debated  in  a 
single  evening.  It  is  nothing  whether  you  have 
two  or  three  members  from  each  ward,  provided 
the  total  is  the  same.  lean  say  in  advance  that  the 


Gommittee  can  only  report  twentv  wards  with  three 
members,  or  thirty  with  two.  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  assign  it  to  next  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Bracket!  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  will  prevail.  We  are  evidently  not  prepared 
to  act  upon  it  now.  I  think  the  Legislature  will 
be  in  session  two  or  three  months,  and,  as  has 
been  said,  an  order  has  been  introduced  there 
which  will  save  the  rights  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  "Ward  6 — I  can  no  more  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  than  I  could 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  Ithinkthe 
Council  hact  better  not  wait  for  the  report  on  the 
new  charter.  This  question  must  be  determined, 
new  charter  or  no  new  charter.  Every  member 
knows  we  must  determine  the  number  of  wards, 
else  it  cannot  be  done  again  in  ten  years.  l?or 
that  reason,  thinking  it  may  advance  this  matter, 
I  shall  withdraw  my  notice  for  a  reference,  and 
shall  move  that  it  be  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

ICY    SIDEWALKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker  of  Wsid  6,  the  ordi- 
nance to  amend  an  ordinance  relating  to  streets 
so  as  to  require  persons  to  keep  the  ice  on  the 
sidewalks  covered  with  ashes  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Mr.  Crocker — This  ordinance  proposes  to  anieud 
the  order  on  page  640  of  the  Revised  Ordinances, 
which  provides  that  "Whenever  sidewalks  ad- 
joining any  building  or  land  are  encumbered  with 
ice,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner  or  occupant 
to  cause  said  sidewalks  to  be  made  safe  and  con- 
venient by  removing  the  ice  therefrom  or 
covering  the  same  by  sand  or  ashes  or  some 
other  suitable  substance."  It  was  found  in 
practice  that  parties  accepted  the  alternative  of 
covering  the  ice  on  the  sidewalks  with  sand  or 
ashes,  and  that  answered  very  well  for  a  day  or 
two;  but  where  ice  remained  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  after  the  first  day  or  two  the  ashes  or  sand 
was  blown  off  and  the  sidewalks  would  become 
worse  than  ever,  and  very  dangerous,  and  the  po- 
lice find  they  cannot  compel  parties  either  to 
remove  the  ice  or  to  put  anything  on  it, 
after  it  has  once  been  tlone.  The"  parties  con- 
tended that  they  had  satisfied  the  ordinance  by 
accepting  the  alternative  of  putting  ashes  upon  it, 
and  having  do^e  that  it  was  all  the  ordinance  re- 
quired. The  amendment  requires  parties  to  keep 
their  sidewalk?  covered  with  ashes  from  time  to 
time,  and  not  leave  them,  as  has  been  done,  as 
mauy  know  to  their  cost,  within  the  last  month  or 
so,  uncovered,  and  the  parties  satisfying  them- 
selves with  merely  putting  ashes  on  once. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynu  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    23,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Fourteen  traverse  juiors  were  drawn  for  the 
Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. 

STEAM    ENGINES. 

Petitions  to  erect  and  use  steam  engines,  by  Bos- 
ton Gaslight  Company,  at  corner  of  Snowbi'll  and 
Hull  streets,  and  H.  F.  Wheeler,  at  7t  Lincoln 
street,  were  considered  on  ord  is  of  notice  for 
hearings  to  all  parties  objecting.  No  one  appeared 
to  object,  and  the  petitions  weie  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health,  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  A.  S.  Lewis,  M.  IX,  for  leave  to  estab- 
lish a  lying-in  hos.  ital  at  110 Court  street;  Thomas 
Cloonan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse  on  North  Harvard  street,  Ward  19. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion o/  Buildings.  Kitchburg  Railroad  Company, 
for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  situated  on 
their  bridge  over  Charles  River. 

To  tlie\Co>nmittcc  on  Licenses.  John  C.  Stiles, 
for  Mich  a  mooification  of  his  omnibus  route  as 
will  permit  his  coaches  to  pass  out  through  Wash- 
ington street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  William 
Bohrmann,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  his 
property  on  Lamartine  street,  Ward  17,  by  the 
Fire  Department,  Nov.  4  and  27,  1874,  when  his 
fence  was  broken  down. 

Ellen  Charlton,  to  be  paid  for  damages  for  per- 
sonal injuries  from  a  fall  on  the  ice  ou  Ruggles 
Street,  Roxbury,  Feb.  5. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  B.  F. 
Finan,  Colonel  of  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  a 
resrimental  armory  for  his  command. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Marie  Hughes 
et  at.,  for  a  sewer  on  Porter  street,  West  Rox- 
bury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Benjamin  F 
Brooks  et  at.,  trustees,  for  compensation  for 
grade  damages  on  Washington  street. 

Joseph  Comer,  for  compensation  for  grade  dam- 
age on  Washington  street. 

George  D.Welles,  that  Welles  avenue  and  other 
streets  in  Ward  16  be  put  in  order. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  John  Moore  $2877.50,  for  land 
damages  on  Shawmut  avenue;  to  pay  heirs  of 
Dennis  O'Brien  $400,  for  Magazine-street  land 
damages;  to  pay  Herman  W.  YouDg  $1259.25,  for 
Shawmut-a venue  land  damages.  Severally  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  County  Buildings  to 
provide  the  necessary  furniture  for  the  new  Court 
House  in  Roxbury  District,  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing $1500.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  William  Wilson  and  E.  D.Whitcomb. 
Severally  referred. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  purchase  additional  land  for 
the  Chapman  Schoolhouse  yard.    Accepted. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ferries  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  reduce  the  East  Boston  Ferry  tolls.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Library  that  the 
order  to  print  the  proceedings  at  dedication  of 
Brighton  Branch  Library  ought  not  to  pass.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordiuance  relating  to 
streets  so  as  to  provide  that  icy  sidewalks  shall  be 
kept  covered  with  ashes  or  sand.    Passed. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 

Member  of  Cochituate  Water  Beard.  Certifi- 
cate of  election  of  Amos  L.  Noyes  as  a  member  of 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  id  place  of  Uriel  H. 
Crocker,  chosen  by  this  branch' 

Aldermen  Viles  and  O'Brien  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 

Aloerman  Stebbins— I  desire  to  state  in  behalf 
of  the  committee  appointed  to   nominate  candi- 


dates for  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
that  Mr.  Crocker  was  nominated  for  the  reason 
that  members  of  that  board  expressed  a  desire 
that  some  gentleman  connected  with  the  legal 
profession  might  be  selected  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers on  the  part  of  the  City  Council.  That  desire 
influenced  the  committee  in  their  action.  As  gentle- 
men are  aware,  there  are  questions  constantly  com- 
ing before  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  upon  which 
they  desire  the  opinion  of  some  legal  gentleman. 
It  is  not  always  convenient  tj  senu  to  the  City 
Solicitor'  office,  even  if  it  were  desirable,  audthe 
question  might  be  answeied  by  a  lawyer  if  one 
were  connected  with  the  board.  The  other  branch 
having,  by  their  oallots,  repeatedly  shown  that 
they  preferred  some  other  member  of  that  body 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
Mr.  Crockei  does  not  wish  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
what  might  be  considered  the  wishes  of  Che  Com- 
mon Council,  and  desires  that  his  name  may  be 
withdrawn. 
The  ballot  proceeded,  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessarv  for  a  choice 6 

Uriel  H.Crocker 2 

AniosL  Noyes 9 

Aud  Mr.  Noyes  was  declarea   elected  in  concur- 

Clty  Registrar.  Certificate  of  election  of  N.  A. 
Apollonio.by  the  Common  Council.  Aldermen  Big- 
elow  and  Burrage  were  the  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  N.  A.  Apol- 
lonio  had  received  11 'votes,  the  whole  number 
cast,  ami  he  was  declared  elected  in  concurtence. 
Superintendents  of  Bridges.  Certificate  of  the 
election  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  present 
incumbents,  with  the  exception  of  Angus  Nelson, 
Superintendent  of  the  Dover-street  bridge,  in 
whose  place  Francis  M.  Hughes  was  chosen. 
Aldermen  Pope  and  Worthingion  were  the  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  leported— 

Whole  number  of  votes, 11 

Necessarv  to  a  choice <i 

For  Superintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge, 

Jacob  Norris 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge, 

Angus  Nelson 10 

Francis  M.  Hughes 1 

For  .Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge, 

Edwanl  f .  Stowers 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Charles  RriverBridge, 

Joel  R.  Bulan 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge, 

Charles  H.  Marple II 

For  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge, 

John  Howard 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge, 

John  C.  Poole 11 

For  Superintendent  of  Mount  Washington- 
avenue  Bridge, 

George  H.  Da  /is 11    - 

For  Superintendent  of  Meridiau-street  Bridge, 

Reubeu  B.  Wendell 11 

And  Angus  Nelson  was  declared  elected  in  non- 
concurrence,  and  the  other  superintendents  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  for  $1520.47,  for  expenses  of  Suf- 
folk County  Jail  for  Febiuary,  was  received,  and 
being  duly  certified,  was  ordered  paid. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Charles  S.  Tasker,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — Aaron  D.  Capen, 
Ward  16. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — Fifteen  news- 
boys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — F.  H.  Butler,  to 
give  diamatic  readings  at  Beethoven  Hall,  March 
3  and  6;  Thomas  Chapman,  to  exhibit  legerdemain 
at  107  Cambridge  street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Kate  M.  Driscoll, 
65  Dover  street. 

Victualler's  License  Granted— Thomas  H.  Ross, 
16  Kneeland  street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— Geerge  Raithel,  36 
Kneeland  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Stelphing  &  Co.,  574 
Main  street;  1.  M.  Hutchins,  Washington  street, 
near  Haymarket  square. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed — Jacob  Lewis,  627  Wash- 
ington street. 

Severally  accepted. 
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■WASHINGTON  STREET  TO  BE  RENUMBERED. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of  A.  M.  Mor- 
ton <S  Co.,  et  al.,  that  the  Washington-street  ex- 
tension he  numbeied,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  renumber  Washington  street,  com- 
mencing at  Haymarket  square,  and  continuing 
the  same  through  the  city  proper  to  Roxbury,  and 
as  far  in  "West  Koxbury  as  may  be  necessary  for 
public  convenience. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  laid  over. 

THE  HORSE-CAR  BLOCKADE. 

Alderinan  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  referred  th  3  petition  of  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  for  new  locations — 
Kingston,  Summer,  Washington,  Milk,  Chauncy 
and  Hawley  streets — reported  an  order  of  notice 
for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  objecting  to  the  grant- 
ing of  said  petition,  on  Monday,  March  15,  at  four 
©'clock  P.  M.    The  order  was  passed. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment,  amounting  to 
$31.51,  against  the  estate  of  Maria  Shea,  No.  166 
West  Eighth  street,  she  heing  unable  to  pay  the 
same. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying  sidewalks  in 
Alford  street,  $1636.50,  and  Halleck  street,  $340.15, 
with  orders  for  the  proportionate  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  same.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
the  following : 

Report  with  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  be 
issued  to  J  Arthur  Peck  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  quay,  according 
to  an  application  on  file  in  the  Deoartnient  for  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Order  read 
once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  such  clerical  p.ssistance  as  may 
be  required  in  the  office  of  the  Department  for  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $2000:  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Read  once. 

boston's  system  of  sewerage. 

Aldermar  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Sevsers, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  a  commission  of  three  civil 
engineers  of  experience  in  the  subject,  to  report 
upon  the  present  sewerage  of  the  city;  the  dis- 
charge of  sewers  into  Charles  Riper,  Stony  Brook, 
South  Bay  or  Dorchester  Bay;  the  necessity  of 
any  high-water  basin  on  the'  site  of  the  present 
full  basin  for  flushing  purposes;  the  expediency 
of  relieving  the  sewers  at  South  End  by  pumping ; 
and  to  present  a  plan  for  the  outlets  and  main 
lines  of  sewers  for  the  future  wants  of  the  city, 
and  report  if  it  is  expedient  in  connection  with 
the  proposed  works  to  provide  for  <my  water  ba- 
sins or  marginal  driveways,  as  ornamental  and 
sanitary  features  of  the  city;  the  expenses  to  be 
paid  from  the  appropriation  for  Sewers. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading  at  thio  time. 

Alderman  Prescott — This  is  a  new  matter,  com- 
ing entirely  unexpected  by  me,  and  so  important 
that  it  seems  to  me  that  it  might  be  allowed  to  lie 
over  one  week,  under  the  rule.  I  would  like  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  subject  fur- 
ther. 

Alderman  Power— In  view  of  the  importance 
attached  to  the  sewerage  question,  as  shown  by 
the  remarks  of  members  of  this  Board,  I  con- 
sider that  the  passage  of  this  order  should  not  be 
delayed  one  single  day.  The  Committee  on  Sew- 
ers, Mr.  Chairman,  have  no  lack  of  confidence' in 
themselves  or  in  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers; 
thev  believe  that  Boston  has  a  system  of  sewers 
as  good  as  that  in  any  other  city  in  this  Union  to- 
day. The  committee  and  the  Supeiinteudent  en- 
tertain those  views,  and  wish  to  be  so  understood; 
but,  sir,  in  view  ol  the  many  criticisms  passed 
upon  the  Sewer  Department,  which  reflect 
seriously  fupon  the  Superintendent;  having 
iu  view  the   best   interest   of    the    city  and  be- 


ing most  desirous  of  securing  the  most  com- 
prehensive "ystern  of  sewerage  that  can  be 
planned  for  the  city  of  Boston,  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  do  not  wish  to  be  looked  upon  as  standing 
in  the  way  of  a  thorough  investigation  of  this 
subject  Therefore  the  committee  and  the  Super- 
intendent have  put  forth  this  order,  hoping  that 
it  will  be  passed,  and  that  the  most  scientific, 
competent  engineers  in  this  country — men  best 
fitted  to  judge  of  this  matter— may  be  selected  to 
pass  upon  the  subject  and  show  to  the  citizens 
of  Boston  whether  or  not  they  have  a  bad  sys- 
tem of  sewerage — whether  the  city  of  Boston 
is  in  as  bad  a  plight  as  tho  e  people  who  have 
lanus  to  sell  to  the  city  for  parks  would  make  you 
think.  We  want  this  question  put  beyona  all 
doubt;  we  desire  the  appointment  of  the  most 
competent  gentlemen  who  can  be  found,  and  we 
want  the  expense  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  sewers.  Gentlemen  of  this  Board  do  not  want 
us  to  stop  a,t  any  expense  for  sewers.  The  com- 
mittee and  the'  Superintendent  believe  we  have  a 
good  system,  and  that  the  city  of  Boston  stands 
as  well  in  the  matter  of  sewerage,  today,  as 
any  city  in  this  Union;  but,  notwithstanding  they 
think  and  feel  thus,  they  say  Boston  should  have 
a  better  one  if  she  can  get  it.  If  there  is  any 
better  talent  than  is  possessed  by  your  present 
Superintendent  of  Sewers — whom  you  have  just 
reelected  by  a  unanimous  vote — the  citv  of  Boston 
should  have  it.  The  committee  wane  it  shown  to 
the  citizens  of  Boston  wyhetber  it  is  necessary  to 
change  our  system  of  sewers  in  order  to  reclaim 
the  flats  out  there.  Before  getting  your  foot  into 
anything  of  that  kind,  you  should  know  whether 
you  have  a  good  system  of  sewerage  or  not.  The 
Committee  on  Sewers  did  not  ezpelt  opposition  to 
this  order;  they  expected  that  it  would  be  passed 
unanimously.  Having  in  view  the  remarks  made 
at  this  Board,  they  have  been  thinking  of  coming 
in  here  and  askirg  for  an  appropriation  of  a  mil- 
lion dollars  to  carry  out  works  in  contemplation 
for  perfecting  the  sewers ;  but  they  do  uot  want 
you  to  appropriate  that  immense  sum  of  money 
while  you  have  any  doubts  in  regard  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  system  or  the  ability  of  the  Super- 
intendent to  manage  it.  We  wart  this  order 
passed  that  the  citizens  may  know  the  facts,  and 
that  we  may  reply  to  such  articles  as  have  been 
published  in  the  Boston  Advertiser  and  Herald, 
with  vague  charges  made  by  anonymous  writers. 
Nobody  knows  who  is  responsible  for  such  state- 
ments," but  they  have  caused  an  opinion  in  the 
minds  of  many  good  citizens  terribly  damaging  to 
the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston."  The  talk*  at 
this  Board  has  had  a  very  great  tendency  to  dam- 
age the  city  also.  These  reiterated  statements  that 
Boston  is  1he  most  unhealthy  city  in  this  country 
have  created  a  false  impression.  Show  it.  Yoii 
have  the  record  of  the  deaths  in  Boston  and  ^e it 
York  last  week.  What's  die  comparative  popu- 
lation of  the  two  cities?.  A  hundred  and  fifty  or 
sixty  deaths  for  Boston— does  that  show  a  great- 
er propoition  than  it  should? — that  Boston  is 
more  unhealthy?  The  statistics  will  not  bear  out 
those  chaiges.  Gentlemen  cannot  substantiate 
them  by  facts;  and  in  order  to  settle  this  question 
of  sewerage  effectually  we  have  offered  tbat  or- 
der and  hope  that  the  best  talent  in  the  United 
States  will  be  secured.  To  judge  from  the  articles 
recently  published  in  the  newspapers,  aim  the  Clit- 
icisms  passed  upou  the  Sewer  Department,  this 
question  of  sewerage  must  be  deemed  the  most 
important  before  us;  and  I  hope  this  Board  will 
appropriate  any  sum  of  money  to  secure  the  best 
talent  in  this  country  to  make  a  thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  w  hole  subject.  Therefore  I  hope 
the  passage  of  this  order  will  not  be  delayed,  but 
that  it  will  take  its  second  reading  at  the  "present 
time. 

Alderman  Prescott— With  the  general  tenor  of 
the  order  I  heartily  agree,  and  from  the  under- 
standing that  I  have  been  able  to  get  from  its 
reading  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  I  certainly 
should  not  object  to  its  passage.  I  think  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12  is  making  commendable 
progress,  if  he  is  in  favor  of  his  Houor  the  Mayor 
appointing  a  commission  of  thiee  persons  to  ex- 
amine one  of  the  most  important  matters  ever 
brought  to  the  City  Council.  Those  have  been 
my  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  most  important 
matters  conuected  with  the  City  Government 
ever  since  I  have  had  a  seat  at  this 
Board.  So  far  as  the  appointment  of  this 
commission  of  three  persons,  to  examine  this  sub- 
ject, i«  concerned,  I  heartily  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12,  although  he  has  heretofore, 
almost   always,   opposed    such    propositions    tat 
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the  investigation  of  important  matters.  I 
do  not  want  to  tie  understood  as  mak- 
ing any  factious  opposition  to  the  order 
a*d  would  ask  the  Chairman  10  read  it  again  for 
the    information    of    the    Board. 

Alderman  Power— In  reply  I  would  say  I  have 
never  olrjected  to  die  appointoientof  commissions 
for  such  special  purposes  as  this.  I  do  not  ask 
for  this  commission  because  I  believe  there  is 
any  incompetency  in  the  depaitmeut,  nor  be- 
cause I  think  any  commission  can  understand  or 
manage  this  subject  any  better  than  the  present 
Superintendent  of  Sewers  can.  I  want  it  under- 
Stood  that  the  Committee  on  Sewers  and  the  Su- 
perintendent do  not  dread  any  investigation;  on 
the  contrary,  they  seek  it.  They  v/ish  a  condem- 
nation or  approval  of  theii  doings,  mid  do  not 
dread  the  result.  They  want  this  excitement 
in  regard  to  bad  drainage  allayed,  that 
the  interest  of  Boston  may  be  served,  an* 
that  an  end  may  be  put  to  this  pub- 
lishing of  articles  by  interested  parties  and  anony- 
mous writers, who  have  not  the  courage  to  sign|their 
names  to  anything  they  write,  may  be  stopped. 
Those  articles  are  published  for  the  express 
purpose  of  pushing  this  park  question.  It  cannot 
stand  on  its  own  merits,  and  consequently  they 
want  to  couple  it  with  the  sewerage  question. 

The  order  was  read  for  information,  and  then 
read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

FENCE  VIEWBBS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Aldermen  be  a  committee 

to  nominate  suitable  persons    for  Fence  Viewers. 

Field   drivers,  Inspectors  of  Lime  and  Cullers  of 

Hoops  and  Staves. 
Passed,  and  Aldermen  Power,  Pope  and  Worth- 

ington  were  appointed  said  committee. 
PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  to  occupy  stables,  by  Nicholas 
Corcoran,  Linden  street,  Ward  1G;  John  B.  Simp- 
son, Oi  chard  stieet,  Ward  17.   Severally  accepted. 

ORDERS  TO   l'AY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  ot  the  Board,  submitted  orders 
to  pay  for  street  damages  as  follows: 

Robert  MoDevitt  and  Thomas  Haney,  §1009.12, 
for  widening  of  Bowdoin  street.    Read  once. 

Charles  H.  Adams,  $75,  laying  out  of  Francis 
stieet  west  of  Brookline  avenue.  Read  twice  and 
pasted. 

Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  for  himself  and  as  trustee  of  T. 
F.  Tobey,  $130,  for  widening  of  Federal  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

ROUTE  OF  EAST    CAMBRIDGE  COACHES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  John  C. 
Stiles— that  the  East  Cambridge  coaches  be  al- 
lowed to  go  out  tluough  Washington  street— rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  route  of  omnibuses  running 
between  East  Cambridge  and  Boston,  prescribed 
by  an  order  passed  by  this  Board  Dec.  31,  1874,  be 
so  far  modified  as  to  fix  the  route  outward  (from 
this  city)  for  said  omnibuses  as  follows:  Through 
Summ/r  street  to  Washington  street;  thence 
through  Washington  street  to  Haymarket  square; 
thence  through  alerrimac  street  to  Wall  street; 
thence  through  Wall  street  to  Minot  street;  thence 
through  Minot  street  to  Leverett  stieet;  thence 
through  Leverett  street  to  Cragie's  Bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

CITY  STABLE  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  directed  to  set  apait  such  a  lot  of  land  on 
Canal  stieet,  Charlestown,  as  shall  be  required  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  for  the 
erection  of  a  stable  tor  the  use  of  the  Health 
Department. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  be  ?uthorized  to  employ  one  deputy 
to  assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  said  deputy  to  be  approved  by  the 
Mayor. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  after  an  explanation  by 
Alderman  Prescott  that  it  was  the  usual  order 
passed  at  the  beginning^of_each  year. 


REQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL   APPROPRIATION. 

The  following  (City  Doc.  No.  30)  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  ot  the  City  of 
Boston— The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  Board 
of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  respectfully  petitions 
your  honorable  body  tor  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $25,000,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  dep  irt- 
ment  for  die  remainder  of  the  present  financial 
year.  The  act  of  the  last  Legislature,  enlarging 
the  number  of  tho.;e  entitled  to  a  local  settlement, 
the  great  scarcity  of  work  for  the  laboring  classes 
which  has  marked  the  present  year,  together  with 
the  prolonged  inclement  season,  rave  each  and  all 
combined  to  make  the  claims  for  aid  unusually 
pressing,  and  to  snch  an  amount  as  was  not  antici- 
pated when  the  estimates  were  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  the  expenditures  of  the  board  the  cur- 
rent year.  By  order  of  the  hoard , 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 

Office  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  1 
'Boston,  Feb.  15,  1875.  ( 

Statement  of  Expenditures,  Mai/  1,  1874,  to  Feb. 
15, 1875. 

Paid  for  burials,  $2764.87;  cities  and  towns  tor 
relief  of  Boston  poor,  $5115.36  expenses  City 
Temporary  Home,  $6247.29;  pensions  and  grants 
at  office,  $17,683.02;  immediate  relief  of  persons 
having  no  settlement,  in  cash,  $687.00;  tor  fuel, 
$10,815  90;  for  groceries,  $28,203.37;  tor  salaries, 
$10,659.76;  for  office  expenses,  $830.08 ;  for  tia:i^ 
portation,  $47.35;  expenses  Charity  Building,  fuel, 
salaries  of  engineer  and  janitor,  and  sundries, 
&36H5.56;  medical  attendance  and  medicine, 
$583.90;  City  Treasurer,  balance  of  receipts  from 
cities  and  towns  and  from  occupants  of  Charity 
Building,  to  April  30,  1874,  $3536.02;  Total,  $90,- 
769.48.  Appropriation,  $101,825.00. 
Estimate  of  Additional  Expenditures  to  April  30, 
1875. 

For  burials,  $900;  Boston  poor  in  other  towns, 
$2000;  City  Temporary  Home,  $2000;  pensions  and 
grants,  $5000;  fuel,  $11,000:  groceries,  $11,000;  sal- 
aries, office  expenses  aud  transportation,  $2800; 
Charity  Building  expenses,  $900;  medical  attend- 
ance and  medicine,  $400;  total,  $36,000;  which  will 
require  $25,000  in  addition  to  amount  appropri- 
ated. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

THE  USE    OF    DUMMY    ENGINES    IN    THE  STREETS. 

Alderman  Viles  piesented  a  petiiion  from  Rob- 
bert  Marsh  et  al.,  owners  and  occupants  ot  prop- 
erty located  upon  Commercial  and  Causeway 
streets,  upon  the  line  of  the  tracks  of  the  Union  & 
Marginal  Freight  Railroad,  and  teamsters  and 
expiessmen  of  this  city  doing  business  upon  those 
thoroughfares,  representing  that  the  use  of  steam 
power  upon  said  railroad  track  is  a  detriment  to 
their  business  and  a  damage  to  their  property; 
tli at  the  speed  at  which  the  engines  are  run  en- 
dangexs  both  life  and  limb,  and  they  ask  that 
horse  power  may  be  substituted  in  those  streets  in 
place  of  steam;  and  thev  further  ask  for  a  hear- 
ing in  regird  to  this  mattei. 

Refened  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

THE  PARK   QUESTION. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting  by  which  the  amend- 
ed order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General 
Court  for  authority  "to  purchase  or  otherwise  take 
land  within  the  limits  of  the  city"  for  purpose  of 
public  parks,  was  rejected. 

The  order  as  rejected  is  appended,  with  the 
amendments  in  brackets: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Cou't,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
purchase,  oi  otherwise  take,  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  for  the  puipose  ot  laying  out 
public  piarks,  and  also  authorizing  the  assessment 
of  betterments  upon  the  adjoining  lands  benefited 
by  the  establishment  of  such  parks;  [provided, 
however,  that  no  expenditure  shall  be  author- 
ized'or  made  for  the  purchase  or  improvement  of 
any  land  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  raised  by 
taxation  and  appropriated  by  the  City  Council 
for  that  purpose,  and  all  money  actually  received 
by  the  city  for  betterments  assessed  upon  adjoin- 
ing lands] ;  [said  act  nor,  to  take  effect  unless  ac- 
cepted by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  presenr, 
and  voting  thereon  at  meetings  duly  called  for 
that  purpose  ia  the  several  wards]. 

Alderman  Prescott— Inasmuch  as  one  member 
of  the  Board  [Aldc-man  Harris]  is  absent  this  af- 
ternoon ;  inasmuch  as  this  whole  matter  of  a  pub_ 
lie  park  and  improved  sewerage  for  our  city  i^ 
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now  receiving  very  general  discussion  both  by  trie 
people  and  the  puolic  pr??ss;  and  inasmuch  as  I 
desire  further  time  to  present  some  facts  and 
statements  to  this  Board  iu  regard  to  tins  impor- 
tant matter,  I  move  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  at  five 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  thar,  neither  of  the 
motions  will  prevail.  It  does  not  make  the 
slightest  difference  about  a  meniber  of  this  Board 
being  absent.  Gentlemen  have  discussed  this 
matter  thoroughly.  The  member  who  is  absent 
does  not  need  any  further  light  as  to  the  action 
he  should  take  upon  it,  and  before  going  away  he 
provided  for  himself.  I  hope  the  mot'on  to  assign 
will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  matter  will  he  dis- 
posed of  now.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

Alderman  Prescott — The  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  bas  stated  that  hecause  one  member  of  the 
Board  is  absent  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
take  a  vote  this  afternoon.  I  stated  other  rea- 
sons for  postponement.  I  said  chat  inasmuch  as 
this  matter  was  receiving  a  general  discussion  hy 
the  people  and  press;  and  that  as  I  desired  to 
bring  some  facts  and  statements  to  the  Board 
which  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  this  afternoon,  I 
would  ask  the  courtesy  of  the  Board  that  the  mat- 
ter may  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  regular 
meeting. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  heard  those  arguments 
before.    The  gentleman  has  had  one  week,  he  has 


had  ample  time  to  produce  his  evidence.  I  hope 
this  matter  will  not  be  delayed,  but  that  the  mo- 
tion will  be  rejected  and  the  matter  settled. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  seems  to  me  that  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  12  is  very  much  afraid  of  an 
investigation  of  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
If  not,  why  should  he  oppose  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  at  a  future  meeting  of  the 
Board?  Perhaps  there  may  be  some  statements 
made  and  facts  furnished  which  may  influence 
the  mind  of  the  absent  member.  Such  a  postpone- 
ment will  not  commit  the  Board. 

Alderman  Power — I  con;end  th^t  it  will  commit 
the  Board.  There  is  where  all  the  danger  lies — 
the  taking  of  one  single  step  into  this  measure. 
This  is  one  of  those  ruses  that  I,  having  had  four 
years'  experience  in  this  Board,  am  perfectly  fa- 
miliar with,  and  I  trust  the  other  members  are 
also  familiar  with  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow — My  friend,  Alderman  Har- 
ris, is  absent.  He  differs  from  me  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and,  as  I  have  agreed  to  pair  off  with  him,  I 
ask  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Alderman  Bigelow  was  excused  hy  general  con- 
sent. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed — yeas 
6,  nays  4. 

Yeas  —  Aldermen  Clark,  O'Brien,  Prescott, 
Quincy,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 6. 

JTays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Pope,  Power,  Viles 
—4. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY   «5,    1875. 


-  Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock  B.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

PAPEES  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOE 
CONCURRENCE. 

Request  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  petitions 
of  Colonel  B.  F.  Finan  for  regimental  armory  for 
Ninth  Regiment,  William  Bohrman,  Ellen  Charl- 
ton and  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company.  Severally 
referred. 

Order  to  set  apart  such  a  lot  of  land  on  Canal 
street,  Charlestown,  as  shall  be  required  for  the 
erection  of  a  stable  for  the  Health  Department. 
Passed . 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  that  the  expense  of  a  phonographic  re- 
port of  the  inquest  on  the  fire  at  145  Court  street— 
$255 — be  allowed  and  paid  from  the  appropriation 
tor  the  Fire  Department.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  placing  the  salary  of  the  Fourth  Assist- 
ant Solicitor  at  $2500  per  annum,  begin aing  at  the 
date  of  his  appointment.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  oiders  establishing  the  salaries  of 
city  officers  for  the  current  year  (City  Doc.  No.  23). 
The  first  order  took  its  second  reading  and  was 
passed  in  concurrence.  The  President  proceeded 
to  read  the  second  order,  but  on  motion  of  Mr. 
"Wilson  of  Ward  12  the  several  remaining  orders 
were  read  by  their  general  titles  and  severally 
passed  in  concurrence,  without  objection. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred: 

Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge.  Certifi- 
cate of  the  election,  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
of  Angus  Nelson  as  Superintendent  of  Dover- 
street  Bridge,  in  place  of  Francis  M.  Hughes, 
chosen  by  this  Council.  Messrs.  Barry  of  Ward  7, 
Wadsworth  of  Ward  4,  and  Anderson '  of  Ward  3 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 31 

Angus  Nelson  had 36 

Francis  M.  Hughes 25 

And  Mr.  Nelson  was  declaied  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Second  Assistant  Assessors.  Messrs.  Page  of 
Ward9,Wilson  of  Ward  12  and  Willcutt  of  Ward  17 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wsjrd  5  stated  that  Edward  J.  Hol- 
land, whose  name  was  printed  on  one  of  the  tick- 
ets as  a  candidate  from  Ward  5,  was  not  a  candi- 
date for  the  office. 

The  ballot  proceeded,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Par- 
ker of  Ward  14  a  recess  was  taken,  after  which 
the  committee  reported  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  ballots : 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

Ward  1. 
George  Shackford,  52;  Isaiah  Whitten,  67;  John 
Hartnett,  16;  W.  F.  Brooks,  1;  C.  R.  McLean,  1. 

Ward  2. 
James   E.   Toner,  68 :   William  N.  Starrett,  68 ; 
Michael  Barr,  1 ;  C.  F.  McDevitt,  1. 

Ward  3. 
Aitemas  R.  Holden.  36;  Joseph  Allen,  11:  Mi- 
chael F.  Wells,  22. 

Ward  4. 
Martin  Dowling,  69;  W.  S.  Whitney,  67;  Dennis 
F.  Ryan,  1. 

Ward  5. 
Roger  H.  Scannell,  60;    John  J.  Murphy,  66;  P. 
J.  Hastings,   3;  Edward  J.  Holland,  3;  Benjamin 
Callender,  1 ;  H.  L.  Bowker,  2. 

Ward  6. 
John  T.  Prince,  68;  L.  R.  Cutter,  1. 

Ward  7. 
Dudley  Pray,  41;  Dennis  Moore,  50;  Jeremiah 
Sullivan,  36;  William  Gallagher,  1. 

Ward  8. 
Ii«  D.  Davenpoit,  68. 


Ward  9. 

Francis  R.  Stoddard,  69;  Frederick  A.  Wilkins, 
65;  James  Standish,  2. 

Ward  10. 
F.  S.  Risteen,  68;  M.  Cuuniff,  1. 

Ward  11. 
William  B.  Smart,  65;  S.  S.  Cudworth,  4. 

Ward  12. 
Thomas  Leavitt,  64;  John  E.  Huntress,  56;  M.  H 
Keenan,  18. 

Ward  13. 
Edward  W.  Dolan,  68;  Edward  Kelly,  1. 

Ward  14. 
Elbridge  G.  Scott,  68;    William  H.  Mcintosh, 
68;  Edward  Kelly,  1;  J.  W.  Steere,  1. 
Ward  15. 
John  W.  Steere,  46 ;  John  C.  Coombs,  43;  J.   F 
Atwood,  8;  Edward  Kelly,  35;  John  McElroy.  1. 
Ward  16. 
George  W.  Conant,    68;   E.  H.  R.  Ruggles,  68; 
Richardson  Hutchinson,  65;  Sylvester  Hubbard, 
4 ;  Aaron  D.  Capen,  1. 

Ward  17. 
George  H.  Williams,  53;  Edward  M.  Skinner,  47; 
Alcien  Bartlett,  36. 

Ward  19. 
Richard  B.  Smart,  52;  Jacob  F.  Taylor,  16;  Wil- 
liam B.  Smart,  1. 

Ward  20. 
Dennis  G.  Quirk,  69. 

Ward  21. 
Isaac  W.  Derby,  68 ;  Henry  Dana,  1. 

Ward  22. 
D.  D.  Taylor,  69. 

And  the  following-named  persons  were  declared 
elected  in  concurrence : 

Ward  1— George  Shackford,  Isaiah  Whitten; 
Ward  2— James  E.  Toner,  William  M.  Starrett ; 
Ward  3— Artemas  R.  Holden;  Ward  4— Martin 
Dowling,  W.  S.  Whitney ;  Ward  5— Roger  H.  Scan- 
nell, Jonn  J.  Murphy ;  Ward  6— John  T.  Prince; 
Ward  7— Dudley  Pray,  Dennis  Moore ;  Wards — Ira 
D.  Davenpoit:  Ward  9— Francis  R.  Stoddard. 
Frederick  A.  Wilkirs;  Ward  10— F.  S.  Risteen: 
W?.rd  11— William  B.  Smart;  Ward  12— Thomas 
Leavitt,  John  E.  Huntress;  Ward  13— Edwar&W. 
Dolan;  Ward  14— Elbridge  G.  Scott,  William  H. 
Mcintosh;  Ward  15— John  W.  Steere.  John  C. 
Coombs;  Ward  16— George  W.  Conant,  E.  H.  R. 
Rup  gles,  Richardson  Hutchinson ;  Ward  17— 
George  H.Williams,  Edward  M.  Skinner:  Ward 
19— Richard  B.  Smait;  Ward  20— Dennis  G.  Quirk: 
Ward  21— Isaac  W.  Derby ;  Ward  22— D.  D.  Tay- 
lor. 

THE  SUDBURY  RIVER  SCHEME. 

The  President  called  attention  to  the  notice  of 
intention  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
whereby  at  tue  last  meeting  were  passed  the  or- 
ders appropriating  $1,500,000  for  extension  of  the 
Cocliituate  Water  Works,  ana  granting  authority 
for  said  extension  [Reprinted  City  Doc.  No.  20. 
1875,  with  amendments  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
thereto!,  »ud  said  that  a  motion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  had  the  honor  of  gi\ing 
notice  iu  the  manner  required  by  the  rule 
of  uv  intention  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
question  low  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council  by  the  Chair.  My  reasous  for  doing  that. 
Mr.  President,  were,  as  has  been  «eU  known,  that 
I  nave  always  invariably  opposed  the  introduction 
of  water  from  Sudbury  River  by  way  of 
Farm  Poud.  ihat  has  beeu  the  whole  point  of  niv 
oj-i  osition  during  the  last  year-  aud  is  the  point  of 
mv  opposition  today  so  far  as  that  opposition 
rests  in  my  own  eyes.  I  have  had  no  charge  of 
opinion,  sir,  upon  the  subject.  I  believe  now  as 
I  believed  then,  that  the  carrying  out  of  the  plan 
of  creating  a  new  conduit  from  Farm  Pond 
would  be  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  money, 
and  that  the  amount  of  "water  needed  for  an  ad- 
ditional supply  for  the  city  could  be  obtained  by 
means  which  have  been  suggested  in  opposition 
to  this  Sud bury  scheme.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  before  the  list,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  [Mr.  Wilson]  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  'Water  Committee,  rose  in  his  place  and 
stated  that  he  required  more  time  to  consider  a 
subject  as  important  as  this,  and  made  a 
somewhat  lengthy  speech,  asking  at  the  same 
time  that  the  measure  be  put  over  and  its  consid- 
eration further  postponed  for  another  week,  in 
order  to  give  him  more  time.    I  believed  that,  sir 
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to  be  a  reasonable  proposition :  I  advocated  it,  it 
was  can  ied  and  the  matter  was  laid  over  until  the 
next  meeting  of  tke  Council,  which  was  the  last 
meeting,  one  week  since.  Tne  matter  was  then 
brought  before  the  Council,  sir,  and  the  gentle- 
mini  troiu  Ward  12  did  not  rise  in  his  place  to 
offer  any  new  u id  additional  reasons  why  be  be- 
lieved the  plan  to  be  objectionable.  Nothing  what- 
evei  was  said,  sir,  substantially,  upon  the  subject, 
and  a  vote  wast  ken.  Desiring,  sir,  a*  I  always 
do,  to  advocate  what  I  believe  a  majority  of  the 
people— and  more  especially  a  majority  of  the 
City  Government,  who  have  the  inattor  directly  in 
charge— desire,  I  voted,  sir,  with  the  majority, 
the  grt at  majority,  sir  Idi:'  it  th.  n,  su  with  r 
mental  reservation,  knowing  it  as  my  right  that 
it  any  additional  reasons  should  be  gfvsn  by  the 
gentleman  or  anybody  else,  during  the  week,  in 
favor  of  his  plan  or  in  opposition  to  the  Sudbury 
scheme,  the  opportunity  then  would  be  given  to 
have  the  matter  debated.  From  that  day  to  this, 
sir.  no  gentleman  has  spoken  to  me  with  regard  to 
it.  or  intimated  a  desire  to  debate  it  here  at  this 
uncling  in  opposition  to  that  scheme.  Now,  sir, 
that  being  the  condition  ot  matters  at  pres- 
ent, and  desiring  always  to  do  that  which 
shall  be  in  accord  with  the  general  senti- 
ment of  the  people,  tor  the  time  being,  to  say 
nothing,  of  what  may  have  been  the  cause  of  my 
great— or  what  may  haye  been  then— opposition 
during  the  past  year,  I  am  prepared  to  favor  the 
increase.  Taking  it,  sir,  at  the  present  moment, 
I  believe  that  the  people  of  Boston  are  in  favor 
of  an  additional  supply  of  water.  And,  repeating 
that  which  I  have  said  before,  both  this  evening 
and  on  former  occasions— that  I  was  always  ready 
to  calk  and  vote  for  an  appropriation  of  money 
for  an  additional  supply  of  water,  having  my 
choice  of  the  way  in  which  it  should  be  brought 
here,  am'  being  always  in  favor  of  doing  that 
which  I  believed  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city,  I  shall  advocate  the  Sudbury  scheme  as  it 
stands  today  aud  shall  withdraw  entirely  the  no- 
tice which  I  gave  of  intention  to  move  <.  reconsid- 
eration. 
The  President— Ths  notice  is  withdrawn. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  consider  the  special  assignment  for 
eight  o'clock,  viz.,  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000  for 
widening,  building  and  extending  Sw.tr,  street 
from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  the 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — Since  the  la3t  meeting  of 
the  Council  I  lu.ve  taken  occasion  to  look  into  this 
laying  out  and  extending  of  Swett  street,  for  the 
purpose  of  asctrtai  ling  the  pcaicr,  of  the  city 
in  the  matter.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  so  far  as  I  can  interpret  the  laws  and  or- 
dinances on  the  subject,  the  city  does  not 
stand  in  the  position  that  I  supposed  it 
occupied,  when  I  spoke  a  week  ago  tonight.  In 
mj  judgment  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  this 
Coui.cilto  go  into  the  merits  of  this  question  of 
laving  out  and  extending  Swett  street  just  the 
same  as  though  last  year's  Council  had  not  con- 
cm  red  with  the  Street  Commissioners  in  taking 
the  lane  and  laying  out  the  street.  In  my  judg- 
ment that  action  of  last  year's  Council  did  not  so 
commit  this  Government  that  we  are  prevented 
from  reconsidering  it  or  from  using  whatever 
judgment  we  see  tit,  either  in  indorsing  the  acts 
of  last  year's  Council  or  rejecting  or  changing 
that  action,  as  we  choose.  I  am  free,  to  say  that — 
believing  that  to  be  the  state  of  the  matter— I,  for 
one,  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  order,  and 
would  much  prefer  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
question  and  discuss  the  advisability  of  lay- 
ing out  the  street.  I  find  by  refening 
to  the  General  Statutes,  that  no  damage  can  be 
paid,  and  no  person  can  claim  any  damage  for  the 
laying  out  of  a  street  until  the  land  over  which 
the  roadway  or  highway  is  to  pass  has  been  en- 
tered upon  or  taken  possession  of  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  the  street.  The  land  over 
which  Sweet  street  is  to  pass  has  not  been  taken ; 
no  entry  has  been  made  upon  the  property,  and  no 
representatives  of  the  city  of  Boston,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  are  authorized  to  make  such  entry  or  to 
take  any  steps  to  vard  carrying  out  the  act  of  last 
year's  Council  until  they  have  some  money  to  do 
it  with.  I  think  it  is  hardly  proper  at  this  state  of 
business,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  city 
finances,  and  during  the  depression  of  trade, 
to  authorize  a  loan  of  $475,000  or  $500,000  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  this  improvement,  which 
can  well  afford  to  wait.    I  think  it  would  hardly 


b8  desirable  for  the  city  to  go  into  this  expendi- 
ture at  the  present  time,  and,  therefore,  i  hope 
the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Clarke  ol  Ward  15— We  are  required  by 
this  order  to  provide  tbe  means  ror  widening  and 
extending  Swett  street  from  Albany  street  to  Dor- 
chester avenue,  at  an  expense  of  about  half  a 
million  dollars.  The  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers reported  their  action  upon  this  matter  to  tbe 
last  City  Council  Oct.  22,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets.  It  re- 
mained in  their  hands  until  December  14,  only 
fourteen  days  before  the  last  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  when  the  Council  had  other  matters  of 
more  consequence  to  act  upon.  It  should  then 
have  been  referred  to  this  City  Council  for  proper 
investigation  and  action,  but  it  was  hurried 
through  the  Council  at  their  last  meeting,  and  we 
are  now  called  upon,  to  furnish  this  lanr"  amount 
tor  the  construction  of  the  street  and  to  father 
this  scheme,  the  cost  of  which  is  to  be  included  in 
our  expenditures.  This  nroposed  street  is  a  cross 
street  commencing  at  Albany  street  and  moving  in" 
a  northeasterly  direction  across  the  South  Hay  to 
Dorchester  avenue  in  South  Boston,  and  will  be  of 
no  benettt  to  the  Roxbuiy  District  for  many  years 
unless  the  Legislature  adopt  a  plan  for  the  termi- 
nal facilities  of  the  railroads  to  deep  water  at 
South  Boston,  as  is  proposed  And  while  it  will 
be  of  no  great  bsnebt  to  Roxbury,  and  may  be 
of  some  benefit  to  South  Boston,  neither  the  Street 
Commissioners  nor  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets,  in  their  report-,  say  that  public  neces- 
sity for  travel  requires  that  this  street  should  be 
mad  itt  this  time.  In  the  other  branch,  a  few 
nights  since,  it  was  argued  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12 [Alderman  Powi  r]  against  a  gieat  public 
improvement  on  the  Back  Bay,  as  proposed,— and 
which  concerns  tbe  whole  city,— that  during  the 
present  depressed  condition  of  business  aud  the 
finances  of  the  city  we  must  use  the  great- 
est economy;  and"  he  stated  that  in  his 
committees  he  had  advised  that  the  appro- 
priations for  the  coming  year  be  cut  down, 
aud  some  of  them  at  one  half  less  than  last  year, 
as  reasons  why  authority  should  not  be  procured 
from  the  Legislature  to  allow  tbe  people  to  vote 
upon  that  mattei ;  also  that  '-he  was  opposed  to 
spending  money  for  anything  except  it  is  demand- 
ed by  absolute  necessity" ;  and  again  be  says,  "I 
desPe  to  have  it  appear  as  part  of  the  record  that 
I  am  opposed  to  any  rneasuie  that  will  involve  the 
expenditure  of  money  at  this  time,  the  city  being 
heavily  in  debt,  the  taxes  for  municipal  purposes 
very  high,  and  all  kinds  ot  business  in  an  unusual- 
ly depressed  condition" ;  also  that  the  petitioners 
and  advocates  of  that  measure  were  land  specula- 
tors. Now,  sir,  for  these  very  reasons  at  our  last 
meeting  I  did  expect  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  from  this  Council,  being 
from  one  of  the  South  Boston  wards,would.at  least 
move  to  have  this  order  laid  on  the  table  until 
warm  weather,  when  we  shall  have  beer,  thawed 
out,  and  perhaps  found  that  the  world  still  re- 
volves around  the  ''hub,"  and  that  it  is  advisable 
to  go  ahead  again.  I  was  very  much  surprised, 
after  making  that  motion,  that  he  should  oppose 
it  and  press  a  favorable  action  upon  the  order 
at  that  time,  upon  the  ground  of  economy.  Now, 
sir,  let,  us  examine  this  matter  a  little' furtner. 
Who  are  the  projectors  and  parties  particularly 
interested  in  tbe  extension  of  this  street?  Whv, 
sir,  land  companies  and  land  speculators,  and 
some  of  them  the  same  parties  the  Alderman  re- 
ferred to  as  owners  in  the  lane's  upon  the  proposed 
Back  Bay  park,  and  who  he  said  are  pressing 
them  upon  the  city  to  buy,  in  order  to  build  up 
their  broken  fortunes.  I  thought  he  would 
like  to  know  this  fact,  as  I  believe  he  sup- 
ported this  measure,  and  that  only  a  few 
weeks  ago.  No  argument  upon  economy  then! 
Let  us  see  what  we  have  done  for  South  Boston 
the  past  year.  I  see  by  tbe  report  of  the  Superin- 
tehdeut  of  Streets  (City  Document  No.  27,  page 
33),  there  was  expended  by  the  Paving  Department 
in  the  city  proper,  $396,644.92;  in  Roxbury,  $184,- 
283.02;  in  S  >uth  Boston,  $151,606.96;  in  East  Bos- 
ton, $97,624.15;  in  Dorchester,  $103,224.01;  in 
Charlestown,  $101,357.67;  in  West  Roxbury,  $87  - 
546.16.  There  was  expended  upon  streets  in  Sonth 
Boston  $53,982.81  more  than  in  East  Boston,  $48,- 
382.95  more  than  in  Dorchester,  $64,060.80  more 
than  in  West  Roxbury,  $80,593.48  more  than  in 
Brighter ,  and  $50,249.29  more  than  in  Charlestown. 
Now.  sir,  let  us  examine  one  item  of  paving.  I 
find  there  was  expended  in  South  Boston  for  wood 
paving,  $32,755.51;  for  granite  blocks,  $51,177.26  ■ 
total,  $83,932.77.    In  Charlestown— granite  blocks, 
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$55,037.99,  and  no  wood.  In  East  Boston- 
granite  blocks,  $13,861.52,  and  no  wood.  In 
Roxbury,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury  and  Brigh- 
ton, no  paving,  snd  in  the  city  proner,  for  granite 
blocks,  $106,128.74,  for  wood,  $4,755.60.  South  Bos- 
ton had  about  one-half  as  much  as  was  expended 
in  the  city  proper  for  small  granite  blocks,  and 
$27,999.91  more  wood  paving — a  luxury  that  none 
of  the  other  districts  enjoyed  the  past  year,  if 
they  ever  do.  Allow  tne  for  a  moment  to  refer  to 
the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  for 
the  past  vear.  [City  Document  No.  17.]  There 
was  expended  in  Cliarlestown,  $3,894.37;  in  East 
Boston,  $11,965.35;  in  Dorchester,  $12,032.54;  in 
the  citv  proper,  $18,337.88;  in  South  Boston,  $28,- 
600.34,  making  $10,262.46  more  in  South  Boston 
than  in  the  city  proper;  $16,567.80  more  than  in 
Dorchester;  $16,634.99  more  than  in  East  Boston, 
and  $24,705.97  moie  than  in  Charlestown.  I  refer 
to  these  places  because  they  border  upon  tide 
water.  1  doubt  not  that  the  expenditures  were 
necessaiy.  Then  again,  let  us  lefer  to 
the  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  [Docu- 
ment No.  21]  for  Special  Appropriations. 
"We  find  the  Eastern-avenue  and  Bridge  Loan 
$200,000;  Broadway  Bridge  foundations,  $110,295. 
Then  of  the  $1,000,000  Broadway-extension  Loan 
we  have  $80,680.21  unexpended.  This  Broadway- 
extension  project  has  a  foothold.  Is  it  to  be  ex- 
tended to  Cambridge?  We  shall  have  tne  South 
Boston  Protective  Association  after  more  loans 
before  the  year  is  out.  Then  again,  South  Boston 
wants  this  year  $200,000  or  $300,000  for  a  school- 
house.  It  is  refreshing,  sir,  to  hear  the  clarion 
notes  of  economy  first  coming  from  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12.  Perhaps  we  can  borrow  this  unex- 
pended balance  of  $80,680.21  from  the  Broadway- 
extension  Loan,  and  the  $54,150.99  unexpended 
Broadway  Bridge  Foundation  Loan  to  divide  up 
amongst  the  rest  of  the  wards,  rather  than 
come  to  a  dead  stand.  i  see  that  by 
Sweet  street  crossing  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad  at  grade  we  shall  save  $100,000. 
With  the  small  amount  of  travel  which  will  re- 
quire to  be  accommodated  for  a  number  of  years, 
is  it  not  advisable  to  get  the  proper  authority  to 
cross  at  grade?  The  new  proposed  Junction  Rail- 
road to  connect  the  Hoosac  Tunnel  line  and  other 
roads  with  South  Boston  flats,  by  tunnelling  Tel- 
egraph Hill,  has  so  far  progressed,  I  understand, 
that  the  stock  has  been  subscribed  for.  When 
this  road  is  made,  the  Hartford  &  Erie  may  pos- 
sibly give  up  thtir  present  route  through  South 
Boston  and  come  in  over  the  new  route.  Then 
this  proposed  expenditure  for  raising  the  grade 
would  be  worthless,  besides  the  damage  it  would 
cause  to  that  locality.  The  committee,  in  their 
report,  say  that,  among  the  concessions  granted 
by  the  owners  of  these  lands,  they  release  all 
grade  damages,  including  the  right  to  slope  the 
filling- on  their  lands.  I  would  like  to  know 
haw  they  could  abut  upon  the  line  of  the  street  if 
they  did  not.  1  do  not  think  they  would  obj  ect  if 
the  city  filled  up  all  tlieir  flats,  there  are  several 
large  improvements  called  for  and  which  will  soon 
come  before  us,  such  as  the  Home  tor  the  Poor, 
or  Austin-farm  project,  and  the  removal  of  the 
House  of  Correction  from  South  Boston.  I  thiuk 
the  Home  for  the  Poor  should  be  moved,  but  not 
to  the  Austin  farm;  and  the  House  of  Correction 
ought  to  have  been  moved  years  ago,  an  i  tht»  land 
ured  for  business  purposes*  Then  Columbus  ave- 
nue, the  finest  we  have  in  the  city,  ends  at  a  board 
fence.  Boylston  street  should  be  extended  to 
Brookline  avenue,  and  lelieve  the  crowdea  travel 
over  Beacon  street.  Then  Ruggles  street  should 
be  extended  to  Brookline  avenue,  and  Longwood 
avenue  to  Washington  street.  I  do  not  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  1  am  wholly  oppoced  to  the 
extension  of  Swett  street,  or  to  anything  that  will 
add  to  the  prosperity  of  South  Boston,  or  any 
other  portion  of  the  city.  She  has  remarkable 
facilities,  if  pioperlv  developed,  for  the  incre  se 
of  our  commerce  and  manufactuiing  interests; 
but  it  seems  to  me  proper  that  we  should  defer 
this  matter  until  after  the  Auditor  reports  upon 
the  annual  estimates  of  appropriations,  and  if 
other  prouosed  improvements  for  the  benefit  of 
other  portions  of  the  city  are  to  be  thrown  into 
the  basket,  I  wish  this  one  to  keep  thein 
company.  For  the  health  of  the  peonle, 
both  the  Back  Bay  and  South  Bav  should  be 
filled  up,  or  something  done  by  the  city  to 
abate  these  nuisances,  and  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
city  that  that  territory,  so  near  the  city  proper, 
should  have  remained  so  long  worthless  and  use- 
less, while  its  owners  have  been  ruined  by  its  ex- 
cessive taxation,  year  after  year,  upon  a  specula- 


tive valuation,  without  one  dollar  of  the  large 
amount  of  taxes  improperly  assessed  expended 
upon  it.  Tnereisnojulticeinit.  Itisafraud.  Atthe 
last  meeting,  when  I  termed  this  a  wild  schnne, 
I  was  not  allowed  time  to  explain.  I  meanc  that 
it  was  a  wild  scheme  compared  with  other  more 
needed  improvements,  which  ought  to  leceive 
your  attention  fiist;  and  if,  upon  a  false  theory  of 
economy,  they  are  to  be  postponed  this  year, 
there  is  no  reason  why  this  should  be  passed  at 
this  time.  For  sanitary  reasons,  the  city  should 
adopt  some  plan  to  have  thi«  territory  fillod 
up,  and  then  it  will  be  but  a  little  expense 
to  lay  out  the  larger  portion  of  this  street, 
and  I  tru-t  some  legislative  action  may 
be  procured  for  this  end,  if  found  necessary. 
The  cost  of  this  project  will  extend  seven  or 
eight  important  avenues  leading  westward  to 
Brookline,  and  which  will  increase  the  taxable 
piopeity  t-  enty  times  as  much  as  this  street.  In 
regard  to  the  economy  of  doing  it  at  the  present 
time  on  account  of  the  cheapness  of  labor,  1  pre- 
sume every  gentleman  here  well  knows  that  all 
the  gravel  will  be  brought  in  by  car?,  and  that  the 
principal  part  ot  the  labor  will  be  performed  out 
of  the  city,  at d  tnat  steam  shovels  will  be  used 
on  the  hill  in  taking  the  gravel  out,  and  perhaps 
a  dozen  men  could  do  all  the  levelling  of  gravel 
on  the  street.  So  far  as  the  matter  of  economy  is 
concerned  I  think  it  is  baldly  worthy  our  atten- 
tion. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— There  seems  to  be  some 
little  diffeie  ace  of  opinion  among  gentlemen  of 
this  Council  m  regard  to  the  position  of  the  city 
in  this  matter.  I  certainly  had  a  conversation 
with  a  gentleman  whom  I  considered  an  expert 
official — one  for  many  years  in  the  service  ot  the 
city — and  he  wa>  of  tii4  opinion  that  the  order  tor 
laying  out  the  street  having  been  passed  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  ana  the  City  Council,"  and 
agreements  having  been  entered  into,  the  city  is 
so  far  committed  that  it  would  be  absolutely  nec- 
essary for  us  to  provide  the  means  to  carry  out 
those"  conti acts.  But  since  then,  it  seem*  that 
further  inquiries  show  that  no  actual  en- 
try has  been  made  upon  the  street  ex- 
cept upon  paper,  and  there  seems  to  be 
a  question  whether  tJe  city  cannot  recede,  or  hold 
the  matter  securely  in  abeyance.  From  that  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  necessary  "for  some  action  to  be 
taken  in  order  that  we,  at  least  some  of  us— 1  must 
confess  that  I  would  like  some  information  on  the 
subject — may  find  out  exactly  what  is  the  position 
of  the  city.  Certainly,  in  the  Finance  Committee 
we  were  instructed  that  unless  we  did  go  on,  the 
city  would  be  liable  for  damages  and  t*iat  suits 
would  be  immediately  entered.  If  that  is  the 
case,  sir,  it  would  seem  that  we  must  go  on.  we 
are  so  far  committed  ;  but  if  not,  I  think  we  ought 
to  postpone  the  matter  until  we  can  get  advice  from 
the  City  Solicitor.  If  there  is  a  chance  to  bold  it  in 
abeyance,  that  gentlemen  may  satisfy  themselves 
that  now  is  the  time  to  make  that  improvement, 
they  should  have  that  opportunity.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, I  have  been  informed  that  the  city  is  com- 
mitted to  the  improvement,and  gentlemen  opposed 
to  it  aie  in  the  position  of  one  who.  hiring  been 
absent  from  Ins  business  for  several  months, 
found  that  his  associate  hid  built  a  large  ware- 
house for  a  business  which  he  hoped  to  do  in  rive 
orsix  years'  time,  and  that  he  had  got  up  the  first 
story,  and  on  reasoning  with  his  business  asso- 
ciate, saying  he  did  not  nee  1  such  accommoda- 
tion, he  was  iufotmed  that  the  contracts  hid  been 
entered  into  a  d  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  pay  foi  the 
woik.  We  were  informed  that  the  city  was  in  this 
position, but  rrom  the  leinarUsof  gentlemen  at  this 
and  a  former  session,  I  should  infer  that  we  are 
not.  I  shoul  i  like  to  be  intormed  as  to  the  effect 
of  our  action. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — 1  trust  this  measure  will 
not  be  pressed  to  a  vote  tonight.  There  is  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  situation  of 
the  city  in  relation  to  this  measure.  Iha\e  en- 
deavored (luting  the  last  two  or  three  davs.by  a 
study  of  the  ordinances  and  such  infmmatkm  as 
I  could  get  from  the  City  Solicitor's  office,  to  gain 
some  information  in  regard  to  those  points.  So 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  it  s.  ems  to  me 
that  the  id  i  advanced  at  our  last  meeting  in  re- 
gard to  the  position  of  the  city— that  it  is  commit- 
ted to  this  measure  beyond  recall— is  not  correct. 
I  do  not  think  that  "all  the  pioceedings  neces- 
sary to  put  us  in  that  position  h.-.ve  been  com- 
suunuated.  The  laws  aim  ordinances  relating  io 
the  laying  out  of  street*  seem  to  contemplate  a 
series  of  steps,  the  taking  of  all  of  whuh  is  neces- 
sary to  consummate  such  a  project  as  this.    Firs  t 
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the  Street  Commissioners  take  action;  that  action 
is  concurred  in  by  a  majority  of  the  City  Council ; 
the  matter  in  then  referred  to  the  Fii  ance  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  the  appropriation ;  then  the 
appropriation  itself,  to  be  passed  upon,  requires  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Now,  if  gentlemen  will  notice  in 
these  proceedings  that,  if  they  aie  uot  all  taken  as 
a  whole,  th  re  is  a  manifest  inconsistency  almost 
amounting  to  an  absurdity  in  the  position  that  a 
majority  of  the  City  Council  can  commit  the  city 
to   such    a    measure,   while    to   make    the    ap- 

Sropriation  a  two  thirds  vote  is  required. 
>w,  what  is  the  use  of  requiring  a  two- 
third-i  vote  it  we  cannot  help  ourselves?  1  con- 
sider that  the  two-thirds  vote  »as  intended  to  be 
used  in  the  discretion  ot  the  Council,  as  a  sort  of 
veto  pow  r— as,  for  instance,  if  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee should  report,  taking  into  account  all  the 
conditions,  givii.g  their  reasons  why  the  city  can- 
not afford  to  pass  this  or  that  measure,  and  the 
Council,  having  considered  ihat  repent,  might 
then  vote  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  the 
appropriation.  Now,  allusion  has  been  made  to 
the  Finance  Committee,  and  to  instructions  being 
given  to  client.  1  believe  that  the  city  baa  fallen 
into  a  loose  and  false  practice  in  rcgaid  to  that 
thing.  1  have  the  honor  to  be  on  that  committee, 
and  when  mis  question  came  up — most  of  them 
being  new  members— they  wanted  to  understand 
what  their  position  was,  and  whether  they  were  to 
act  merely  as  the  instruments  of  tbe  Council  and 
frame  the  order,  or  whether  they  were  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  the  measure,  and  report 
accordingly.  In  the  ordinance  establishing  a 
Finance  Committee  [pagl  216,  section  7],  after  pre- 
scribing their  duties,  it  says,  "And  consider  and  re- 
port on  all  subjects  relating  to  tb^-  finances  of  the 
city."  Now  if  they  are  simply  to  frame  these  or- 
ders without  expressing  any  opinion,  what  is  Hre 
meaning  of  the  words  "consider  and  report"? 
However,  I  merely  say  that  in  passing.  What  I 
would  like  to  ask' of  the  Coun  il  is  to  defer  action 
upon  this  subject  for  one  week  more.  Ceitainly 
no  barm  can  be  done  by  it.  Tbe  work  will  not  b 
commenced  in  that  time;  we  have  a  year  from 
next  July  to  complete  that  work  in,  and  one 
week's  delay  wall  do  no  harm.  Meantime  I 
should  like'  to  offer  an  order  which  con- 
templates asking  tie  City  Solicitor's  opin- 
ion as  .o  the  nature  of  the  liability  which  the 
city  has  in  case  it  does  not  enter  upon  the  land 
and  build  tins  street.  I  waut  that  opinion  for  two 
reasons:  Firs*— To  know  just  how  we  stand  upon 
that  question.  We  have  authority  from  members 
ou  one  si  .c  and  the  other,  e.qually  entitled  to 
stand  as  such,  and  we  can  get  the  City  Solicitor's 
opinion  only  in  some  such  way.  It  is  of  vast  im- 
portance as  applied  to  this  particular  measure, 
for  we  can  jui.ge  better  how  to  treat  the  subject 
on  its  meiits  after  we  get  the  opinion.  Second — 
We  want  it  settled  for  all  time,  whether  action 
taken  in  this  way  means  one  thing  or  another; 
Whether  all  these  steps  are  to  be  taken  in  part  or 
as  p  whole,  ard  whether ;.  majority  of  the  City 
Council  can  commit  the  city  to  a  measure  the  ap- 
propriation for  which  requires  a  two-thirds  vote. 
Therefore,  1  move  that  this  subject  be  specially 
assigned  to  next  Thursday  evening  at  eight 
o'clock,  aid  at  the  proper  time  I  will  offer  the 
order  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
special  assignment;  in  tact,  1  didn't  come  here 
tonight  prepared  with  any  set  speech  or  any 
amount  of  figures,  as  tbe  gentleman  fiom  Ward  15 
did,  as  I  did  not  anticipate  that  he  w-s  coining 
here  to  attack  South  B.iscon  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  money  expended  theie.  By  his  re- 
marks he  would  g:ve  the  Council  to  understand 
thai  this  is  altogether  a  South  Boston  improve- 
ment, while  eveiybody  who  has  been  in  tbe  Coun- 
cil during  the  past  ft  w  yeais  Knows  it  is  as  much 
for  the  interest  of  the  peo;.le  of  Dorchester  and 
Roxbury  as  it  is  for  South  Boston.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  press  this  matter  tonigbt  Perhaps  at  the 
next  meeting  I  will  be  as  fully  prepared  wiib  fig- 
ui cs  as  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  15  was  tonight. 

Mr.  Clarke  ot  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  amend 
the  motion  by  making  it  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
table  till  the  firjt  meeting  of  the  Council  in  June. 
"We  can  then  have  time  to  look  into  the  matter, 
visit  the  territory,  and  see  whether  it  is  necessary 
to  spend  this  mo'>ey  to  carry  out  the  project. 

Mr.  Train — 1  hope  the  amendment  will  not  pre- 
vail. I  have  no  objection  to  this  matter  being 
specially  assigned,  and 

Xhe  President— ihe  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  is  equivalent    to   an  adjourn- 


ment, and  the  Chair  will   take    the  sense  of   the 
Council  on  the  longest  time  first. 

Mr.  Train— I  have  no  objection  to  having  this 
matter  assigned  to  next  Thursday  evening,  but  it 
seems  to  have  taken  on  anew  complication  en- 
tirely. It  has  departed  from  tf.e  expediency  of 
the  measure  to  the  prooriety  of  the  Councl  of 
last  year  going  into  the  question,  and  to  whether 
this  Council  is  obliged  to  indorse  their  action. 
As  I  said  before,  I  will  net  attempt  to  make  any 
extended  remarks,  because  I  am  willing  to  have 
this  legal  question  settled ;  but  that  does  not  af- 
fect the  fact  of  the  necessity  lor  carrying  this 
matter  th  lough  last  year.  We  did  not  stand  at 
any  technicalities  then  ;  but  we  took  the  gioiind 
that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston — 
not  a  local  measuie  at  all,  but  for  tlie  interest  of 
all.    I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

The  question  was  put  on  postponing  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  till  June,  and  it  w  is  lost. 
The  order  was  then  especially  assigned  tor  eight 
o'clock  P.  VI.,  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following, 
whica  the  President  ruled  inadmissible  at  that 
stage  of  pioceedings,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Flynu  of  Ward  7.  who  said  it  w  as  germai  e  to  the 
subject,  and  hoped  it  would  be  entertained,  the 
order  was  entertained  by  general  consent: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  requested  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  city 
Solicitor  as  to  the  nature  of  the  liability  on  the 
part  of  the  city  in  case  Swett  street,  upon  "which 
partial  action  was  taken  by  the  City  Council  in 
1S74,  is  not  enteced  upon  and  built,  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  to  me  tint  a 
part  of  this  order  ought  to  be  stricken  out, — that 
is,  the  clause  l elating  to  the  entry.  I  believe  the 
eity  has  entered  upon  a  part  of  it,  the  deeds  are 
ready  to  be  approved  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
the  parties  are  waiting  for  their  pay.  Part  of  the 
street  has  been  entered  upon  and  taken,  and  the 
work  is  ready  to  be  carried  through  whenever  the 
appropriation  is  made. 

Mr.  Jaques  ot  Ward  9— My  object  was  to  make 
the  order  as  general  as  possible,  that  we  might 
have  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  exactly  as  to  how 
the  matter  does  st  «nd,  in  every  point.  Therefore, 
the  statement  that  ceitain  things  have  been  done 
would  not  be  any  cause  for  varying  the  wording 
of  the  order.  We  want  this  statement  to  come  in 
an  amhoiitative  way  from  the  City  Solicitor's 
office,  and  then  it  can  be  considered  in  this  Council. 

Mr.  Claike  of  Ward  15— It  s  ems  to  me,  sir,  'hat 
this  matter  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Co  nmittee,  to  ascertain  and  :eportif  the  city  is 
legally  liable  for  any  expenditure  of  money  upon 
Swett  strei  t  at  this  time,  and  if  so,  to  what 
amount?  That  would  bring  the  v/bole  matter  be- 
fore them  ;  thev  could  ascertain  fhe  legal  points 
from  the  City  Solicitor,  the  committee  could  learn 
just  what  has  beei  done,  we  should  know  then 
;just  the  amount  the  city  is  liable  for,  and  if  liable 
we  can  vote  the  money. 

Tbe  ore'er  was  passed. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order  referring 
the  subject  of  the  Swett-street  loan  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  WarJ  7  raised  the  point  that  the 
tnattei  had  already  been  specially  assigned,  and 
the  legal  question  had  been  leferred. 

Mi-.  Train  of  Ware  13  suggested  that  the  City 
Solicitor  could  learn  from  the  Street  Crmmissioii- 
ers  just  what  had  been  done,  and  he  could  report 
on  the  legal  question. 

Mi.  Claike  withdrew  the  order. 

REVISION   OF  THE  WAKDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8%  o'clock,  viz.,  Order  to  amend  the  pe- 
tition for  a  new  number  of  wards,  to  provide  that 
each  ward  shall  elect  two  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  two  members  of  the  School 
Committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  obtained  leave  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  adding  "and  that  the  number  of  wards  be 
fixed  at  thiity-six,"  so  that  it  lead  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  M^yor  be  request- 
ed to  amend  his  petition  concerning  the  number 
of  wards,  now  before  tbe  Legislature,  so  that  after 
the  new  civision  of  wards  each  ward  shall  elect 
two  members  of  the  Council  and  two  members  of 
the  School  Committee,  and  that  the  number  of 
wards  be  fixed  at  thirty-six. 

The  que  Hon  wis  unou  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  question  was  brought  up 


8  9 


COMMON       COUNCIL. 


bv  me  at  the  Isst  meeting  and  I  mace  a  few  state- 
ments in  regard  to  the  importance  of  taking  ac- 
tion ai  the  present  time,  and  I  beg  the  Council  to 
excuse  me  for  i  epeatmg  one  or  two  of  the  argu- 
ments I  then  use.;.  As  to  the  necessity  for  a  new 
division  of  the  wards,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  I 
have  here  an  official  report  made  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Registration  of  Voters,  stating 
that  Ward  1  has  on  the  list  5140  voters  and  Ward 
12,  4627,  while  Wara  5  has  onlv  1183  and  Ward  19 
only  1151.  That  statement  I  think  is  sufficient 
in  itselt  to  explain  the  necessity  for  a  new  divi- 
sion of  the  wards;  but  for  the  information  of  the 
members  I  will  furnish  the  full  ieport  of  the  num- 
ber of  voteis  on  the  lists  of  1874,  prepared  by  the 
Registrars  of  Voters— 

Ward                        Printed.  Written.  Total. 

1 4,935  205  5,140 

2 2.346  576  2,922 

3 2,503  206  2,714 

4 1,907  122'  2,029 

5 1,094  89  1,183 

6 2,522  177  2,699 

7 2,432  280  2,712 

8 2,022  133  2,155 

9 3,0«5  121  3,216 

10 2,795  100  2,895 

11 3,650  88  3,738 

12 4,419  208  4,627 

13 1447  88  1,535 

14 2,805  99  2,904 

15 2,585  188  2,773 

16 3,152  109  3,261 

17 1,995  192  2,187 

19 1,042  109  1,151 

20 1,954  250  2,204 

21 2,361  200  2,561 

22 2,273  166  2,439 

53,339  3,706  57.045 

As  tire  matter  now  stands,  we  Jean  make  this 
division  only  once  in  ten  years.  If  it  is 
not  done  this  year  we  cannot  do  it  for  ten 
years,  and  the  "inequalities  will  increase  dur- 
ing that  terra.  As  the  charter  now  stands,  we 
are  obliged,  after  the  new  division,  to  have  four 
Common  Counciltnen  and  six  School  Committse- 
men  from  eaca  wird,  although  at  present  all  the 
twenty  one  wards  do  not  have  the  full  number 
which  we  should  then  have.  We  have  at  present 
a  representation  equivalent  to  eighteen  and  one- 
half  wards  —  seventy-four  members  instead  of 
eighty-four.  Unless  some  action  is  taken  at  this 
time,  at  the  next  division  we  shall  have  to  leduce 
the  number  of  wards  or  increase  the  number  of 
the  Council.  I  presume,  sir,  that  there  is  no  good 
argument  to  be  given  for  postponing  this  matter.  It 
waasaid  by  one  or  two  at  the  lastmeeiiog  that  this 
matter  might  be  well  postponed  until  the  new 
charter  came  up.  But  unless  gentlemen  are  per- 
fectly sure  that  that  chaiter  will  be  passed  by 
this  Council  and  the  Legislatme  this  season,  and 
adopted  by  the  people,  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  a  matter  which  can 
only  be  done  this  year.  I  presume  that,  after 
further  consideration,  those  gentlemen  will  hardly 
press  that  argumeu tat  this  time.  We  have  plenty 
of  time  to  attend  to  it  now,  and  now  is" the  proper 
time  to  act  upon  it.  The  main  question  involved 
is  in  regard  to  the  number  of  Councilmen.  If  we 
wish  to  maintain  the  number  of  Councilmen  at  or 
about  the  present  cumber,  we  cannot  have  mote 
than  eighteen  wards,  or  nineteen  at  the  extreme, 
and  it  we  wish  to  diminish  the  number 
of  Councilmen  we  must  have  still  fewer  wards. 
For  that  reason  I  put  in  the  amendment  that  the 
number  of  Councilmen  fiom  each  ward  be  fixed 
at  two,  which  will  not  increase  the  total  of  the 
Council.  The  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the 
Wards  reported  through  its  chairman  to  the  Hoard 
of  Aldermen  an  order  by  which  the  Mayor  peti- 
tioned for  an  amendment  to  the  charter,  allowing 
the  Council  to  divide  the  city  into  any  number  of 
wards  hereafter  to  be  decided  by  the  Council.  At 
the  present  time  it  is  our  duty  to  fix  the  number 
of  wards  we  desire.  The  Legislature  will  not 
leave  the  matter  in  an  uncertain  proposition,  of 
course.  The  question  is  whether  we  shall 
have  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  wards,  with 
two  or  three  members  of  the  Council  and  School 
Committee  from  each.  A  certain  advantage  is  to 
be  derived  from  having  small  wards,  which  will 
be  palpable  to  every  one.  We  ate  m  a  position 
now  in  regard  to  our  wards  different  from  any 
that  we  have  been  in  before.  The  wards  now  are 
so  large,  particularly  those  recently  added,  that  it 
is  extremelv  inconvenient  to  have  but  oue  polling- 
place  in  each.  We  have,  indeed,  petitioned  the 
Legislature  to  enable  us  to  have  more  than  one 
polling  place  in  a  ward ;  but  if  you  establish  them, 


what  is  that  but  having  another  ward?  It  i«  very 
evident  that  Dorchester  and  West  Roxhury, 
where  the  territory  is  measured  by  miles,  and  the 
population  is  scattered,  with  no  distiact  centre, 
will  not  long  be  content  with  a  single  polling 
place,  and  within  five  years  we  shall  have  to  ask 
for  power  to  establish  more  than  one  voting  pre- 
cinct for  each  ward.  It  seems  to  me,  thereto, e, 
that  it  is  proper  to  divide  the  city  into  smaller 
wards,  and  that  it  is  de  ira'ole  to  increase  the 
number  from  twenty-one  to  twenty- four,  or  per- 
haps thirty.  If  we  fix  the  number  at  twenty- four 
or  thirty,  we  have  at  once,  as  a  parr  of  the  action, 
to  alter  the  cumber  of  Common  Councilmen  or 
School  Committeemen,  otherwise  the  sum  total 
of  each  will  oe  too  alarmingly  large  to  be  consid- 
ered tor  a  moment.  With  tne  present  number 
from  each  ward,  ve  should  have  180  School 
Committeemen  here,  and  120  Councilmen,  and 
that  of  course,  would  be  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  question  chiefly  for  the  Council  to 
consider  is  this — Do  we  desir  j  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  the  Council?  1  he  order  which  was  put  in 
first,  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  under  instruction 
from  the  committee,  looked  to  a  reduction  of  the 
Council  to  sixty,  about  one-sixth.  If  that  is  the 
de  ire  of  the  Council,  it  would  be  a  piece  of  self 
denial  which  would  go  far  to  close  the  months  of 
our  adversaries  in  case  we  lo  not  adopt  the  new 
charter,  and  would  show  that  members  v.  ere  not 
too  desirous  of  retaiaing  place.  It  was  the  senti- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Aide i  men  that  the  action 
on  the  representation  from  each  ward  should  be 
initiated  in  this  branch,  and  I  think  there  should 
be  some  distinct  understanding,  by  vote  of  the 
Council,  whether  they  desire  to  reduce  or  in- 
crease the  number  of  waids  and  give  «om ->  ex- 
pressioa  of  their  preference  on  the  subject 
of  representation.  If  the  first  amendment  I 
offered  can  be  acted  on,  I  think  the  other  can  be 
easily  disposed  of.  For  that  reason  I  desire  to 
have  the  question  first  taken  upon  the  largest 
number  of  wards,  namely,  thirty-six;  i  ecause  if 
we  conclude  to  fix  the  number  of  wai  ds  at  thirty- 
six,  it  is  very  certain  that  we  shall  proceed  to  fix 
the  number  from  each  ward  at  two.  foi  we  cer- 
tainly should  not  make  it  t'iree  or  four. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  say  that  he  considers  it  necessary  to 
fix  the  number  of  wards  ?  It  had  not  occurred  to 
me  that  we  could  not  ask  the  Legislature  for  au- 
thoiity  to  divide  the  city  into  a  certain  number  of 
wards',  not  less  than  twenty-four  nor  more  than 
thirty  six,  so  that  we  might  leave  the  question  of 
the  exact  number  to  be  determined  hereafter, 
when  we  come '  to  consider  this  whole  matter, 
which  will  come  up  in  the  new  charter,  and  when 
we  shall  have  new  light  upon  it.  It  is  rather  pre- 
mature now,  it  seems  to  me,  to  say  just  how  many 
watds  and  how  many  Couocilinen  we  shall 
have.  If  we  are  to  have  two  members  from 
each  ward,  and  have  thirty-six  wards,  it 
strikes  me  that  we  shall  have  a  larger  Coun- 
cil than  now;  while  if  we  have  more  annex- 
ation— which  is  quite  probable  in  the  next  few 
years — the  number  would  be  still  larger.  It  did 
not  occur  to  me  that  it  would  not  be  practicable 
for  the  Legislature  to  authorize  the  city  to  divide 
the  city  into  a  number  ot  wards  nor  exceediug 
thirty  six,  or  less  than  twenty-four,  and  leave  the 
question  of  representation  to  be  determined  here- 
after. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— In  reply  to  the  inquiry 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  I  have  to  say  that 
I  have  made  some  investigation  of  the  charters  of 
cities  in  thi«  Commonwealth,  and  it  seems  to  be 
th=  invariable  rule  for  the  Legislature  to  deter- 
mine the  number  of  wards  in  the  charter.  In  fact 
the  law  under  which  we  proceed  to  redistrict  the 
citv  and  rearrange  the  boundaries  of  the  wards  ex- 
pressly states  that  in  no  case  shall  the  city  lay  out 
more  wards  than  are  allotted  to  it  by  its  charter. 
For  that  reason  it  seems  hardly  probably  that  the 
Legi-lature  will  abandon  a  universal  practice  and 
grant  the  city  of  Boston  at  this  time  a  shifting 
limit  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six,  when  its 
policy  has  heretofore  been  to  fix  the  number  of 
wards  at  what  seems  proper  and  to  sta^id  by  it. 
Of  course  it  is  within  the  bounds  of  possibility 
that  the  Legislature  will  do  it;  but  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  they  would.  lean  see  no  argument 
for  their  changing:  an  established  rule.  The  Legis- 
lature may  say,  "You  don't  know  your  own  minds  : 
we  will  exercise  the  power  fo.-  you."  I  am  not 
awate  that  there  is  any  matter  of  greater  impor- 
tance than  this  pressing  upon  us  now.  If 
we  do  not  vote  upon  it  tonight  we  can  postpone  it 
till  the  next  meeting  and  discuss  it  then.  As  to  the 
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idea  that  we  might  postpone  it  till  the  new  char- 
ter comes  up,  I  have  this  much  to  say:  We  are 
living  at  present  under  the  old  charter,  anil  it  is 
the  opinion  of  imm,  gentlemen  listening  to  me  at 
this  moment  that  we  shall  continue  to  live  under 
that  charter  for  tome  years  to  come.  It  is  not 
wise  to  consider  that  the  new  chaiter  will  be 
adopted  within  ths'  next  two  months  by  both  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  Legislature;  and  without 
appealing  to  the  Legislature  we  cannot  have  more 
tuan  twenty-one  wards.  In  fact  there  is  consid- 
erable legal  difficulty  in  saying  we  can  have  more 
than  sixteen  wards,  and  each  wai  d  must  have  four 
Councilmen  awl  six  School  Committeemen. 
However  great  a  blessing  the  new  charter 
will  be,  and  however  certain  the  committee  may 
be  of  its  adoption  by  the  city  and  Legislature,  still 
I  cannot  think  but  that  they  will  admit  that  we 
have  a  duty  to  perform  in  this  matter,  and  that 
we  should  not  neglect  it.  Let  us  discharge  this 
present  duty,  and  when  the  new  charter  comes  up 
we  c;iu  discuss  it,  a. id  by  disposing  of  this  topic 
now  we  shall  be  saved  the  necessity  of  acting 
upon  it  then.  For  the  reasons,  then,  that  I  do  not 
think  the  Legislature  will  give  us  the  opportunity, 
and  that  it  is  an  obvious  duty  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter how,  I  hope  that  action  will  not  be  postponed 
till  the  new  charter  is  reported  on. 

Mi .  Crocker  of  Ward  6- My  only  question  was 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  determine  the  number 
of  wards.  The  geirfieman  says  the  number  of 
wards  is  fixed  in  other  city  charters.  It  is  true 
that  in  the  old  Oharti  r  the 'number  of  wards  was 
fixed  at  twelve,  and  stood  at  thai ;  but  in  this  case 
there.i«  a  particular  reason  why  we  are  not  u re- 
pared  to  act.  We  can  say  to  the  Legislature,  "We 
are  going  to  consider  the  whole  question,  ar.d  are 
not  now  prepared  to  say  whether  the  number  of 
wards  shall  be  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  ;  we  want 
a  little  time  to  think  about  ii."  The  Legislature 
•does  not  care  whether  we  divide  Boston  into  twen- 
ty-four or  thirty  wards,  and  it  does  not  occur  to 
me  why  they  would  insist  upon  our  having  twenty 
or  thirty-six.  It  seem*  to  me  to  be  a  ivattur  of 
perfect  indifference  to  them.  I  foretell  them  that 
we  have  some  good  reason,  and  would  like  to  have 
this  matter  left  open,  so  that  it  may  have  a  mar- 
gin of  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six.  I  do  not 
see  any  reason  why  it  should  not  be  done. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— As  I  understand  it  the 
committee  have  fixed  upon  thirty-six  as  the  out- 
side limit  of  the  number  of  waids — making  that 
their  outside  preference.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
possibly  some  of  the  Council  would  prefer — as  it 
seems  to  me"  I  should— to  vote  first  upon  the 
smaller  number  of  wards,  and  if  that  does  not 
meet  with  approbation,  then  we  can  vote  for 
the  larger  number.  In  order  to  meet  that  desire, 
if  it  exists  in  the  Council,  I  move  t«  strike  out  the 
word  "six,"  which  would  reduce  the  number  of 
wards  to  thirty. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  should  like  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Chair  as  to  the  method  in  which  that 
amendment  will  be  put,  as  it  is  virrually  substi- 
tuting one  number  for  another,  and  I  suppo-e  the 
larger  number  is  to  be  voted  upon  first. 

The  President — Under  the  rule  the  larger  num- 
ber would  be  in  order  to  be  voted  upon  first. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— If  I  remember  correct- 
ly, the  order  as  it  came  originally  from  the  com- 
mittee limited  the  Dumber  of  waids  to  thirty, 
and  the  change  from  thin y  to  thirty-six  was  made 
by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Whitmore]  who  introduced 
this  order.  If  I  am  not  right  I  would  like  to 
be  corrected  by  the  gentleman.  The  origi- 
nal order  to  request  the  Mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislature  was  for  a  number  of  wards 
not  exceeding  thirty,  and  beyond  that  we  have 
had  no  expression  of«-the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee excepting  the  opinion  given  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council,  A'hen  he  said,  if  I  remembei  correcrlv, 
that  all  the  committee  could  report  would  be 
either  twenty  wards,  with  th.ee  members  each,  or 
thiity  wards,  with  two  members  each.  Consider- 
ing that  that  would  be  substantially  the  report  of 
tne  committee,  who  would  leave  us  the  alternative 
of  determining  whether  the  number  should  be 
twenty  or  thiity,  I  withdiew  the  motion  I  made  to 
refer  the  order'  to  the  commntee  and  moved  its 
special  assignment  for  tonight.  I  do  not  intend, 
Mr.  President,  to  say  anything  upon  the  subject 
of  the  number  of  wards,  tor  really — to  express  it 
perhaps  forcibly,  but  not  elegantly— I  feel  that  I 
am  rather  in  a  muddle  in  regard  to  it.  But,  with- 
out having  matured  the  subject,  I  feel  i hat  the 
outside  limit  should  be  thirty  wards,  and  that  we 
should  then  have  a  i  ufficiently  laige  Council  and 


School  Committee  if  we  had  two  members  from 
each  ward. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  hope,  sit,  that  this  . 
matter  will  be  tulty  discussed  here  before  we  pass 
this  order.  I  have  tome  views  on  this  subject 
which  1  stated  when  it  was  discussed  at  length  in 
the  committee  on  the  new  charter.  Under  our 
ward  system,  as  it  exists  today,  we  elect  four 
membeis  of  the  Council  and  six  of  the  school 
board,  and  three  of  the  Legislature  in  the  greater 
number  of  wards;  and  v.e  havea  caucus  to  nomi- 
nate the  whole  of  them.  What  is  the  consequence 
of  all  this?  Under  this  system,  by  which  four 
members  are  elected  to  this  branch,  six  to  the 
School  Committee  and  three  to  the  Legislature, 
you  have  a  small  room  in  which  to  crowd  the 
30,000  inhabitants  of  a  waid;  and  under  the 
caucus  system  you  nominate  foui  or  three  men 
for  each  body,  one  or  two  of  whom  maybe  good, 
and  the  oth±is  indiffeiently  so;  they  are  all  put 
upon  one  ticket,  the  strong  men  on  vvhichcarry  the 
weak  men  through  and  elect  them.  Now,  sir,  I 
say  that  if  there  is  a  necessity  for  change  you 
should  arrange  the  wards  of  this  city  so  as  to 
make  a  compact  little  ward  of  each,  where  tne 
people  will  know  each  other  and  can  canvass  the 
chaiacter  and  capability  of  every  man,  and  the 
number  elected  from  each  wani  should  be  so 
small  that  if  an  unfit  man  is  nominated  a  split 
ticket  will  defeat  him.  If  every  candidate  has  to 
sta.ud  on  his  own  bottom  the  men  of  both  parties 
will  be  ?tt-  five  to  the  persons  whom  they  select 
for  office,  and  the  best  men  will  be  elected  to  go 
to  each  and  every  oiie  ot  the  branches  of  the 
Government.  On  that  account  I  am  in  favor  of 
small  wants  in  our  city-.  I  think  that  thirty-six 
wards  are  none  too  few.  I  do  not  believe  in  re- 
ducing the  number  in  the  popular  branch 
here.  My  experience  has  been  that  the  larger 
you  make  one  branch  ot  a  legislative  body,  the 
better  protection  there  is  against  bad  legislation ; 
and  the  smaller  you  make  one  branch,  the  easier 
it  is  to  log-roll  and  carry  tbiough  jobs.  I  believe 
iD  having  this  branch  of  the  Council  reasonably 
largp,  and  if  we  would  elect  one  Councilman  from 
foj  ty-eight  or  fifty  wards  it  would  be  better.  But 
I  believe  we  shoiiUl  so  divide  the  city  a^  to-  elect 
not  more  than  two  fiom  each  ward,  leaving  the 
whole  number  in  the  Council  and  School  Board 
the  same  as  now.  If  you  increase  the  number  of 
wards  and  elect  a  smaller  number  from  each,  vou 
will  secure  better  men.  For  that  reason,  I  am  in 
favor  of  thirty-six  wards.  We  might  petition  the 
Legislature  to  divide  the  city  info  not  le^s  than 
thirty-six  wards,  nor  more  than  forty-eight,  but  I 
am  ooposed  to  putting  it  down  to  twenty-tour. 
With  those  convictions,  sir,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  fixing  the 
wards  at  thirty-six. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— As  ic  is  getting  late,  and 
as  we  have  had  some  ideas  advanced  which  are 
certainly  new  to  me,  I  move  that  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  to 
next  Thursday  evening  at  8%  o'clock,  and  then  I 
think  we  shall  be  ready  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  wish  to  make  an 
explanation  in  reply|to  the  inquiry  made  by  the 
geutlemau  from  Ward  6,  as  I  would  like  to  have  it 
go  upon  record  at  this  time.  The  committee 
voted  o  instruct  their  chairman  to  leporttwo 
propositions  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  viz.,  that 
the  Mayor  should  petition  for  lave  to  divide  the 
city  into  wards  not  exceeding  thirty,  the 
number  to  be  fixed  hereafter;  also  for 
two  members  of  the  Council  and  School 
Committee  from  each  ward.  That  report 
will  be  found  upon  the  records  of  the  Al- 
dermen and  in  the  remarks  of  Alderman  Quincy. 
The  Aldermen  pa-sed  upon  the  first  part  of  the 
order,  and  it  came  down  here  and  we  concurred  in 
it,  and  the  petition  has  been  sent  in.  I  wish  it  to 
he  distinctly  understood  that  the  change  to  thirty- 
six  is  made  on  my  own  responsibility. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  fornext  Thurs- 
day evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

PETITIOKS     PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petitions  of  M*r- 
tiu  Hayes,  foi  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
on  land  ou  Fourth  street,  and  Alfred  Newhall, 
for  extension  of  rime  in  which  to  build  on  lot  on 
Albany  stre.-t.  Severally  i  eferred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.    Sent  up. 

LABORATORY   FOR  ROXBORV  HIGH   SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Psge  of  Waid  9  submitted  a  leport  from 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  request  of 
School  Committee,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Ordered,  'that  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  autboiized  to  fit  up  a  vacant  room  in  the 
basement  of  the  Roxbury  High  School  as  a  labora- 
tory ;  the  expense  to  be  charged|to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Read  once. 

NEWBURY  STKBET  PRIMARY  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  No.  31): 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  an  additional  appropriation  is  re- 
quired for  the  primary  schoolhouse.  Ward  9,  be- 
fore cue  same  can  be  put  under  contract.  Ihe  ap- 
propriation, as  made  by  the  City  Council  last  year., 
for  building  was  ,$40,000,  ^providing  for  a  build- 
ing of  six  rooms,  as  per  request  of  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction.  Plans  were  prepared,  fur- 
nishing the  accommodation  as  desired,  but  failed 
of  an  approval  by  said  committee.  Since  then 
more  school  accommodations  have  been  demand- 
ed in  that  neighborhood,  and  plans  have  been  pre- 
pared for  a  building  containing  nine  rooms,  in 
place  of  six,  which  have  been  approved  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction;  hence,  the  in- 
crease in  cost. 

Estimates    have   been   received  for  doing  the 
work,  and  it  is  found  that  an  additional  appropri- 
ation will  be  required  of  $5,000.  before  contracts 
can  be  awarded  and  work  commenced. 
Statement  of  Appropriation. 
Appropriation  for  primary  schoolhousc,  New- 
bury street $40,000.00 

Expended  for  plans 500.00 

Unexpended  balance $39,500.00 

Additional  appropriation  required 5,000.00 

$44,500.00 
They  would,  therefore,  respectfully  request  an 
additional  appropriation  for  primary  schoolhouse, 
Newbury  street,  of  $5000. 

For  the  committee 

Charles  A.  Burditt,  Cbarman. 


Referted  to  Committee  on  finance.  Sent 
down. 

UNION  OF  MYSTIC  AST)  COCHITUATE  WATER 
BOARDS. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  who  were  requested  to  consider  and 
report,  if  they  deem  expedient,  an  ordinance  to 
unite  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate  water  boards, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  tbe  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  the  passage  ot  an  act  in  amendment  ol  chap- 
ter 179  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1874,  so  that  the 
Boston  Water  Board,  vheh  estaDlished  as  pio- 
vided  therein,  may  be  empowered  by  the  City 
Council  to  act,  as  agent  of  the  city  in  doing  those 
thicgs  which  the  city  is  now  authorized  to  do  in 
relation  to  the  raking  of  lands,  water  rights  and 
other  property  and  the  establisbment  and  main- 
tenance of  works  and  appliances  for  supplying  the 
city  of  Boston  and  other  cities  and  towns  with 
pure  water. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

BETTERMENTS  ON  NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Traiii  of  Ward  13,  from  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Northampton-street  District,  sub- 
mitted the  following : 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  of  damages 
with  the  owners  of  estates  parts  of  which  have 
been  taken  during  the  year  1874,  for  the  laying  out 
or  extension  of  Thorndike  street,  East  Lenox 
street,  or  Hunneman  street,  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  Northampton-street  District  be 
authorized  to  assume  any  betterment  growing  out 
of  said  laying  out  or  extension  that  may  be  justly 
chargeable  to  such  estates. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY   OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

,     JURORS  DRAWN. 

Three  grand  iurors  were  drawn  for  the  March 
term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Commissioner  on  Cambridge  Bridges — Frederic 
"W".  Lincoln. 

Special  Police  Officers  —  Robert  B.  Graham, 
Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  Baldwin  place;  "Wil- 
liam H.  Flint,  Traders'  National  Bank. 

Police  Officer— Charles  E.  Bullard. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark — Edward  Seaver. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  H.  A.  Wetherbee,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Shawmut 
avenue,  No.  1293. 

John  Roche,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  three  hors  es  between  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, Pleasant  and  Creek  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Proposition  by 
the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad  Company  and 
Mystic  River  Corporation,  for  filling  the  flats 
■under  Chelsea  Bridge  before  the  improvements 
mow  in  progress  are  completed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Hannah  Dudley, 
for  abatement  or  postponement  of  assessment  for 
sewerage  on  Centre  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Incenses.  William  A.  Mad- 
dox  et  al.,  for  license  as  auctioneers. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Bridget  McCaw- 
ley,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for  a  sidewalk 
on  Bolton  street. 

John  E.  Blakeruore  et  al.,  that  Ashland  street, 
Ward  17,  be  put  ia  order. 

Samuel  H.  Russell,  trustee,  to  be  paid  damages 
for  change  of  grade  of  Milk  street. 

William  B.  Hewitt,  for  leave  to  close  Ohio  street 
to  public  travel. 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  Rowe 
Brothers,  t ->  be  paid  for  damages  for  change  of 
grade  of  Washington  street. 

John  Gormley,  Orsamus  Nute,  Albion  J.  Tuttle, 
for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  this  city. 

A.  Loring,  that  Spring-park  avenue,Ward  17,  be 
put  in  order. 

Frank  C.  Pratt,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Weston  street. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  S~orth- 
ampton-street  District.  Notice  from  John  E. 
Fitzgerald,  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  ass°ssment 
of  the  expense  for  raising  the  grade  of  his  estate, 
42  Prescott  place,  and  surrender  of  said  estate. 

METROPOLITAN     RAILROAD. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  for  the  right  to  lay  an  additional  track 
in  Washington  street  from  Temple  place  to  Milk 
street;  in  Milk  street  from  Washington  street  to 
Devonshire  street;  in  Devonshire  street  from 
.Milk  street  to  State  street ;  across  St ?,te  street  to 
New  Devonshire  street,  and  in  New  Devonshire 
street  to  connect  with  the  track  of  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  now  laid  in  New  Washington  street,  with 
suitable  turnouts,  curves  and  connections.  And 
for  the  ri&bt  to  construct  a  curve  track  to  connect 
the  southerly  track  on  Hanover  street  with  the 
track  of  Middlesex  Railroad  on  New  Washington 
street.  Also  tor  a  track  in  Federal  street,  begin- 
ning at  a  point  near  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad  station,  across  Summer  street,  and 
through  Federal  street  to  Milk  street,  thence 
through  Milk  street  to  Devonshire  street  to  con- 
nect with  the  track  petitioned  for  in  Devonshire 
street,  with  suitable  turnouts,  curves  and  connec- 
tions. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  J.  Arthur  Peck  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  wharf  of  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Rail- 
road Company  in  Charlestown.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  sum  of  $2000  for  clerical  as- 
sistance in  office  of  Inspector  of  Buildings. 
Passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 


Order  to  pay  Robert  McDevitt  and  Thomas  Ha- 
ney  $1009.12,  for  Bowdoin-street  damages,  Ward 
16.    Passed. 

RENUMBERING  OF  WASHINGTON  STREET. 

The  order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to 
renumber  Washington  street,  commencing  at 
Haymarket  square  and  continuing  through  Rox- 
bury  to  West  Roxbury,  was  considered  under  the 
head  of  unfinished  business. 

The  Chairman  read  a  remonstrance,  signed  by 
Charles  J.  Eaton  and  sixty  others,  owners  and  oc- 
supants  of  estates  on  the  west  side  of  Washington 
street  between  Dover  street  and  Blackstone 
square,  "the  most  of  whom  have  only  recently 
seen  the  last  of  the  expense  and  great  and  long- 
continued  confusion  and  annoyance  consequent 
upon  one  renumbering  of  the  street" ;  also  a  re- 
monstrance against  the  renumbering  signed  by 
Carter,  Harris  &  Hawley  and  a  hundred  or  more 
other  owners  and  occupants  of  stores  on  Wash- 
ington street  south  of  Cornhill. 

The  order  was  recommitted  and  the  remon- 
strance referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  with  the  re- 
quest that  thty  give  all  parties  interested  a  hear- 
ing. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  of  Alfred  Newhall  and  Martin  Hayes, 
and  request  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings"  for 
an  additional  appropriation  of  §5000  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  nrimary  schoolbouse  on  Newbury  street, 
(City  Doc.  No.  31).    Severally  referred. 

Order  to  authorize  the  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District,  in  settlement  of  carnages 
for  the  new  streets  laid  out  on  said  territory,  to 
assume  any  betterments  connected  theiewith. 
Passed. 

UNION  OF  THE  WATER  BOARDS. 

An  order,  appended  to  a  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  an  act  amending  the  act  author- 
izing the  establishing  the  Boston  Water  Board,  so 
that  said  bourd,  when  established,  may  be  em- 
powered to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  City  Council  in 
taking  lands,  water  rights,  etc.,  for  extension  of 
water  works,  came  from  the  Council  for  concur- 
rence. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  seems  to  me  that  we 
are  asking:  the  Legislature  to  confer  upon  a  com- 
mission of  three  or  Ave  or  eight  a  power  that 
should  remain  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  City 
Government  of  Boston.  The  seizing  of  water 
rights,  the  taking  of  land  and  buildings,  and  the 
building  of  conduits  are  matters  of  immense 
importance  to  the  city.  Many  believe  the 
present  scheme  will  cost  from  §10,000,000  to  §12.- 
000,000;  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  cost  §10,000,000; 
and  are  we  going  to  commit  to  a  commission  or 
this  Government  the  final  decision  of  such  an  im- 
portant matter?  We  should  not  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  any  power  that  will  take  from  the  City 
Councd  the  right  to  act  upon  such  a  question ; 
we  should  not  petition  to  have  that  power  con- 
ferred by  the  Legislature  upon  any  committee 
or  board,  but  it  should  be  retained"  in  the  City 
Council,  who  are  abundantly  able  to  judge  of  it. 
It  is  of  such  importance  that  every  member  of 
this  Bord  of  Aldeimen  should  infoiui  himself, 
and  no  one  should  vote  upon  it  without  genius,  as 
much  information  as  he  would  if  he  were  one  of 
the  commission.  I  therefore  hope  tnat  the  order 
will  not  pass,  but  that  the  right  will  reinam  with 
the  City  Government  as  it  is  now,  and  not  be  con- 
ferred "  upon  any  committee  or  commission  to 
make  selections  of  laud  and  water  rights  and  make 
appropriations  necessary  for  this  work. 

Aldeiman  Quiuey  — I  agree  fully  with  the  Alder- 
man, but  I  think  I  can  explain  to  him  that  this  ac- 
tion is  in  restriction  of  the  power  of  the  Water 
Board  and  an  e-ilargement  of  the  power  of  the 
City  Council.  His  understanding  of  the  order,  as 
it  reads,  is  very  natural,  as  it  would  seem  that  it  is 
intended  to  give  more  power  to  a  certain  board 
which  it  is  proposed  to  create,— whereas  it  is  in-, 
tended  to  limit  their  power  and  make  it  certain 
that  they  are  to  act  as  the  agents,  when  so  instruct- 
ed by  the  City  Government.  Tbe  order  under  n  bich 
this  report  in  uart  is  offered  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committer  on  Ordinances 
be  requested  to  consider  and  report,  if  deemed  ex- 
pedient, an  ordinance  to  unite  tbe  Cochituate  and 
Mystic  water  boards." 

in  the  absence  of  any  instructions  as  to  what 
sort  of  an  ordinance  should  be  reported  or  what 
sort  of  a  union  recommended,  the  committee  re- 
garded the  whole  subject  as  before  them,  presum- 
ing that  if    the  Council  had  desired  to  instruct 
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them  on  any  particular  point,  such  as  numbers, 
tenure  ot  o'tfiee,  mode  o£  appointment  or  election, 
payment  or  non-payment,  they  would  have  done 
so.  In  this  view  and  in  order  to  a  proper  under- 
standing ot  the  situation  those  of  the  committee 
who  are  new  members,  including  the  chairman, 
thought  it  their  duty  to  study  the  records  In  oiuer 
to  understand  the  reason  of  ihe  last  year's  failure 
of  the  attempt  to  unite  these  two  hoard-,  ami 
this  is  what  we  found;  Februarj  9,  is74,  the 
chairman  or  the  Water  Committee  ottered  an 
order,  "That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  providing  by  ordinance 
for  thccstabii  iiinent  of  a  single  hoard  to  exer- 
i-i  •<■  Mi  powers  now  vested  in  the  Cochituate  and 
Mysi  ic  water  boards,  the  members  of  which  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  witn  the  approval  of 
the  (itv  Council,  and  compensated  for  their  ser- 
vices." rhatordei  was  passed  Feb.  16,  and  passed 
in  the  Council  Feb.  19.  On  this  order  tire  commit- 
tee reported  in  part  March  a,  reciting  that  a 
chang"  is  d  sir  aide  to  secure  economy  and  effi- 
ciency, and  without  attempting  then  to  designate 
the  toMiiof  the  organization,  recommended  that 
his  Honoi  petition  the  General  CourffOT  anactto 
enable    i  be  city  Council  of  Boston  to  establish  a 

water  hoard,  and  to  confer  upon  it  authority  to 
exercise  II  or  any  of  the  powers  now  vested  by 
statute  and  ordinance  in  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  and  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  or  in  the  City 
Council,  in  relation  to  the  supply  and  distri- 
bution of  pure  water."  That  oider  was 
passed  In  tins  Board  .March  9,  and  in  the 
Council  March  12     On  April  It;  I  he  Water  Cominit- 

iported  that  an  act  bad  been  passed  ami  rec- 
ommended an  ordinance  under  the  same  which 
was  referred  to  tin  Committee  on  Ordinances  the 
-  me  day  without  instructions.  On  May  is  that 
•ommittee  made  two  reports— the  majority  that 
the  ordinance  ought  to  pass  in  a  new  draft,  the 
minority  that  it  ought  not  to  pass.  [City  Docs.  53 
and  54.]  After  long  debates  the  ordinance  as  re- 
ported os  the  majority  was  passed  in  the  upper 
branch,  June  29.  hul  was  reject!  din  the  common 

i cil  July  16,  and  a  motion  to  reconsider  laid 

upon  the  table.  Upon  an  attentive  purusal 
.or  the  debates  it  appeared  that  apart 
from  the  general  objections  to  paid  and  ap- 
pointed hoards  the  principal  object!  in  to 
an  organization  under  this  act  lay  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  second  clause1  of  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  first  section,  under  which  it  was 
claimed  that  the  proposed  hoard  was  giveu.asit 
were,  a  power  of  attorney  to  do  all  that  the 
City  Council  may  by  law  do  in  this  matter  without 
further  instructions.  The  City  Solicitor  gave  his 
official  opinion  that  such  was  not  tii.  construction 
of  the  act,  and  that  the  proposed  board  would  be 
constituted  an  -,'gent  simply  to  take  instructions 
and  not  to  act  without  them.  But  it  appealed 
that  Mr.  Henry  W.  I'aine  and  other  distinguished 
lawyers  were  of  a  different  opinion,  ami  m  fact, 
on  reading  the  two  clauses  of  this  paragraph  a 
striking  difference  appears,  which  it  might  cer- 
tainly he  argued  implie  I  an  intention  to  grant 
more  extensive  poweis  by  the  second  than  by  the 
tii  st  clause.  The  first  clause  reads.  "The  said  hoard 
may  be  empowered  by  said  City  Council"  to  da  so 
and  so,  and  the  second  clause  contai us  "and  is  also 
euipiweredto  act  as  the  agent  of  the  city"  in 
doing  all  things  which  thb  city  may  do  in  relation 
to  taking  lands,  etc.  Now  it  is  evident  that  had  the 
words  "may  be"  been  used  in  both  clauses  this 
objection  that  tl>e  agent  was  set  above  the  prin- 
cipal would  fall  to  the  ground.  And  the  com- 
mittee are  informed  that  they  were  so  used  in  the 
act  as  drafted  and  reported,  but  that  the  change 
was  made  in  the  committee  on  bills  in  the  third 
reading  for  no  particular  reason  except  for 
brevity.  Now  the  proposed  order  simply  con- 
templates a  restoration  of  the  words  "may  be"  of 
the  tii  st  draft  in  place  of  the  word  "is,"  after 
which  the  committee  will  go  on  lo  consider  the 
expediency  of  organizing  under  the  act  so  amend- 
ed, and  they  have  aire  idy  apoointed  a  hearing  for 
gentlemen  who  desire  to  oppose  the  same.  The 
passage  of  this  order  binds  us  to  nothing  what- 
ever, but  puts  the  act  in  such  a  condition  that  if 
the  City  Council  should  conclude  to  organize  un- 
der it,  we  may  do  so  safely. 

Alderman  Harris— No  matter  whether  such  leg- 
islation is  necessary  or  desirable,  1  cannot  but 
express  my  dissatisfaction  at  the  order  now  before 
us— emanating  as  it  does  from  the  committee  of 
whom  the  learned  Alderman  from  Ward  4  is  chair- 
man. I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  it  should 
have  been  reported.    It  will  be  remembered  that 


the  subject  referred  to  the  committee  was  simply 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  unitiuc  the  Cochit- 
uate and  Mystic  boards.  Now  my  point,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is  "this,  viz.,  that  a  distinct  specific  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  the  committee,  which  seems 
to  be  ignored,  for  they  report  an  order  asking  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  may  be  authorized  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  to  amend  one  ot  the  statutes 
—a  matter  foieign  to  what  was  committed  to  them 
to  consider.  Heie  there  seems  to  be  a  new  de- 
parture. Therefore  I  trust  the  order  will  not  pass, 
and  1  shall  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  Quincy—  We  were  undoubtedly  or- 
dered  to  consider  and  report,  if  deemed  expedient, 
an  ordinance  to  unite  the  two  boards,  and  it 
would  h?ve  been  perfectly  competent  for  the  City 
Council  to  instruct  us  not  to  report  an  ordinance 
undir  an  existing  statute  which  we  found  on  the 
statute  hook.  But  in  considering  the  whole  mat- 
ter we  found  an  ordinance  upon  the  records  con- 
templating such  a  union  of  these  two  hoards,  and 
we  supposed  we  had  a  right  to  consider  it.  If  it 
was  intended  for  us  to  ignore  that  act  altogether 
it  would  have  been  perfectly  competent  for  the 
City  Council  to  instruct  us. "  In  the  absence  of 
such  instructions  we  considered  that  tne  whole 
matter  was  before  us,  and  I  think  we  should  have 
erred  in  our  duty  if  we  had  ignoied  the  proceed- 
ings of  last  year. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Lost  by  a  rising  vote — 4  for,  7  against— and  the 
inn.  i  then  passed  in  concurrence. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

City  Messenger.    Communication  transmitting 

noli;  I  of  appointment  cf  1  aster  M,  Bpcrr  as  first 
assistant,  and  Henry  B.  Lotts  as  second  assistant, 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Appointments  confirmed. 
Sent  down. 

Resignation.  The  following  was  received,  read 
and  referred  to  the  joint  specKl  committee  to 
nominate  candidates  for  overseers  of  the  poor, 
and  sent  down. 

Boston,  Feb.  27,  1875. 

Bon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  Huston:  Dear 
Sir — I  hereby  resign  my  place  as  an  Overseer  of 
the  Poor.  The  law  of  1873  requires  me  to  do  this 
or  hazard  my  own  interest  and  tnat  of  my  asso- 
ciates in  business.  I  am  grateful  to  the  several 
City  Come  lis  who  have  honored  me  by  so  of  ten 
electing  me  to  an  office  of  so  many  responsible 
and  delicate  duties.  While  I  regret,  very  much, 
the  severing  of  my  official  relations  with  the  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  I  have  been  associated  so  long 
and  so  pleasantly ,  and  whom  I  esteem  for  their  own 
worth,  and  for  the  intelligent  and  faithful  manner 
in  •which  they  have  devoted  their  time  and  talents 
to  the  duties  of  their  office,  I  hope  the  provision 
for  the  appointment  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  as 
recommended  by  the  commission  to  revise  the 
city  charter,  will  be  retained,  as  that  seems  to 
offer  the  surest  guarantee  that  through  its  opera- 
tion the  best  men  will  be  secured  to  deal  with  one 
of  the  most  difficult  and  important  questions 
likely  to  arise  among  municipal  affairs. 
Very  respectfully, 

Joseph  Buckley. 
steam  engine. 

A  petition  was  received  from  W.  &  J.  Strider, 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  at  1755  Washington  street,  and  an  order 
was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  to  all  parties 
objecting,  on  Monday,  March  22,  at  four  o'clock 
P.M. 

WEIGHERS  AND  INSPECTORS  OF  LIGHTERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  from  the 
joint  special  committee  to  nominate  candidates 
for  Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters,  recom- 
mending the  election  of  the  following  named: 
Edward  Hatch,  inspector  in  chief;  John  Kenney, 
John  J.  Caddigan,  John  C.  Brooks,  assistant  in- 
spectors. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Harris  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Aldermen  Harris  ana  Pope  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  ana  count  votes.  They 
reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  forachoice 7 

Edward  Hatch  had 12 

John  Kenney 11 

John  J.  Caddigan 9 

John  C.  Brooks 9 

Charles  C.  Davis 5 

John  Coughlin 1 

And  Messrs.  Hatch, Kenney,  Caddigan  and  Biooks 
were  declared  elected.    Sent  down. 
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STREET   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages  as  follows: 

Sarah  P.  Tucker,  $3458.10,  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  James  Tucker,  2d,  by  widening  of  Bow- 
doin  street,. 

Lucy  It.  Spooner,  $5870,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  by 
extension  cf  Columbus  avenue  to  Park  squaie,  and 
also  for  'mange  of  grade  of  said  avenue. 

Jeffrey  Richardson,  $14,292.92,  for  land  taken, 
etc.,  by  extension  of  Columbus  aver.ue  to  Park 
squar*  and  for  change  in  gjade  of  said  avenue. 

George  EL  Pike,  $33.25,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  by 
extension  of  West  Cottage  street. 

Ann  C.  G  .y,  $1776,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  by  ex- 
tension of  West  Cottage  street. 

William  R.  G.  y,  $2000,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  by 
extension  of  West  Cottage  street. 

Sererally  read  once. 

DAMAGES  FOB  SEWER. 

Alderman  Hani*,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers 
submitted  the  following: 

Order  to  pay  Betsey  J.  Pope  $221.90  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a,  sewer  "between  Dudley  and  Quincy 
streets,  =  long  the  valley  of  the  brook  which  was 
formerly  the  division  between  Koxbury  a  id  Dor- 
chester," and  tor  the  diversion  of  the  waters  of 
said  brook  through  said  sewer,  by  a  resolve  and 
order  of  the  Bo  .rd  of  Aldermen  Aug.  19,  1874. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed — Diana  C.  Lang,  69 
Warrenton  street;  George  Brown,  11  Montgomery 
place  (transfeired  from  Warren  M.  Baker). 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Charles  E.  Dole,  10  Port- 
land street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Sixteen  news- 
boys. 

Auctioneer  Licensed — Albert  S.  Eaton,  72  North- 
ampton street. 

Wagon  License  Granted — Alonzo  G.  Stockwell, 
18  Eiistis  street. 

Hack  License  Gianted — Cbailes  N.  Dean,  40 
Water  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  COLLECTORS    TO    BE  EXAMINED. 

Aldei  man  Bigelow  offered  the  following : 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury 
Department  on  the  part  of  the  Board  oi  Alder- 
men be  authorized  and  directed  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  deputy  collector*  of  Taxes  con- 
nected with  the  City  Treasurer's  office;  and  also 
the  accounts  of  the  collectors  who  became  con- 
nected with  sai  ,i  office  by  the  annexation  of  ad- 
joining cities  and  towns. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

WIDENING  SCHOOL    STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  City  Conned— The  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  have  received  a  petition  for 
the  widening  of  School  street.  As  the  expense 
would  be  great,  and  as  legislation  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  city  to  erter  upon  the  church  tstat^  at 
the  corner  of  Tremont  street — under  the  only 
practicable  method  of  widening  the  street,  upon 
its  northerly  side — the  commissioners  respect- 
fully ask  for  the  sense  of  your  honorable  body 
upon  the  present  expediency  of  the  improvement, 
before  devoting  their  time  and  labor  to  the  piepa- 
ration  of  the  necessary  orders  and  estimates  to  be 
sent  to  you  for  approval. 

For  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

Newton  Talbot,  Chairman. 

The  Chairman— Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  Board 
to  refer  the  communication  to  the  Joiut  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  ? 

Alderman  Worthiugton — H  I  am  not  mistaken 
that  matter  has  already  been  before  a  portion  of 
the  Committee  on  Streets.  I  think  it  is  the  wish 
of  the  Street  Commissioners  to  know  whetner  this 
Board  of  Aldermen  are  desirous  of  spending 
money  this  year  to  widen  School  street.  It  is  a 
very  easy  matter  for  the  commissioners  to  go  on 
and  make  calculations  of  the  value  of  land  and 
arrange  for  the  widening  of  School  street,  but  I 
think  they  wish  the  Board  of  Alderineu  to  express 
their  preference  whether  or  not  they  desire  it  to 
be  done  this  year.  If  it  is  desirable  to  go  on 
spending  money  for  widening  streets  as  we  have 
heretofore,  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
wish  to  know  that.    That  is  the  point  they  wish  to 


learn,  and  I  hope  the  Aldermen  will  express  their 
opinions,  that  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  may 
kno ••/  what  the  wishes  of  the  Board  aie  in  regard 
to  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  must  confess  that  I  do  not 
quite  understand  this.  I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  Street  Commissioners  were  appoint- 
ed for  the  exi  ress  purpose  of  considering  these 
matters  and  to  recommend  what,  in  their  judg- 
ment, it  wa°  expedient  for  the  City  Council  to  do. 
I  cannot  understand  why  they  have  any  diead  of 
assuming  the  responsibility  of  recommending  the 
widening  or  giving  the  petitioners  leave  to  with- 
draw. The  matter  comes  before  us  in  rather  an 
irregular  way.  1  do  not  remember  that  a  docu- 
ment ever  came  from  them  in  that  »ay  befoie.  I 
have  always  been  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
their  express  business  to  consider  the  laying  out 
and  wiaening  of  streets,  and  it  seems  to  "me"that 
they  should  go  into  this  matter  first, — they  have 
fully  as  much  time  as  this  BoaiM, — as  they  were 
selected  and  paid  for  that  purpose.  They  "should 
consider  it  and  take  the  responsibility  of  either 
recommending  that  the  work  be  aone  or  giving 
the  petitioners  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Worthingron — The  Street  Commis- 
sioners are  perfectly  willing  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  recommeiniine  it,  but  they  desire  some 
expression  from  this  Board  of  Alderineu  a:>  a  part 
of  the  City  Government,  because  you  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  city  of  Bosion  now  have  no  power 
to  widen  this  street.  Before  we  can  do  it  we  must 
obtain  authority  from  fie  Legislature  to  take  the 
land  on  the  burying  ground  and  move  the  church. 
It  is  idle  for  the  Street  Commissioners  to  make 
calculations  and  lecommend  that  this  City  Gov- 
ernment petition  the  Legislature  for  that  power 
if  it  is  not  the  wish  of  the  city  to  spend  the  money 
thisyeai.  It  will  cost  some  four  or  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  widen  School  street  from  Wash- 
ington street  to  Tremont  street,  and  the  commis- 
sioners are  e  til'ely  light  m  desiring  to  know  what 
the  wish  of  this  Board  is.  The  Mayor,  in  bis  inaugu- 
ral recommended  economy,  and  we  are  all  endeav- 
oring to  practise  economy  in  making  up  tue  esti- 
mates for  the  coming  financial  yea:.  Mow  comes 
this  question,  and  the  commissioners  want  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  from  this  Board.  iVill  this 
Board  request  them  to  lay  out  and  widen 
streets  as  they  have  done  heretofore?  O*.  do  they 
want  to  practise  economy?  That  is  what  is  de- 
sired here  today,  ami  I  think  it  is  right  and  proper 
that  they  should  have  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  tin's  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  commissioners 
have  no  hesitation  in  taking  the  responsibility, 
but  it  is  idle  for  them  to  expend  their*  time—  riu 
they  have  a  great  deal  to  do— if  uothing  will  come 
of  it.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  this  Board  to  stop 
spending  money  in  widening  streets,  it  is  idle  for 
the  commissioners  to  go  on.  Tney  want  the  Hoard 
of  Alderman  to  understand  that  we  must  petition 
the  Legislature  for  authority  to  widen  School 
street  before  it  is  done. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  even  in 
that  case  the  Sueet  Commissioners  shoul  1  first 
give  us  a  statement  of  the  facts — what  the  ex- 
pense will  be,  and  how  much  will  be  the  cc>t  of 
carrying  out  this  project.  After  going  all  over 
the  ground  it  will  then'be  perfectly  competent  for 
them  either  to  recommend  that  the  thing  should 
or  should  not  be  done.  It  is  not  possible  foi  this 
Board  to  decide  the  matter  when  thevdou't  know 
what  the  cost  will  be.  They  might,  perhaps,  think 
it  economy  to  do  it  now.  after  ^ome  statement  of 
the  facte  ill  the  case,— and  they  might  not.  My 
notion  of  it  is  that  it  is  not  ecoi  oiny  or  pru  >«nce 
for  the  city  to  do  it  this  year;  ^ till."  I  don't  know 
but  that  my  tniud  might  "be  changed  when  1  see  a 
statement  of  just  what  it  will  cost  to  make  tl  is 
improvement. ' 

Alderman  Worthington — We  now  have  the  opiu- 
ion  of  one  Alderman  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
make  this  improvement  this  year.  I  hope  other 
Aldermen  will  express  their  opinions  in  thi-  way. 
1  stated  when  I  was  up  that  it  would  cost  lour  or 
five  bun-  red  thousand  dollars.  That  is  enough 
for  us  to  know  today,  and  there  is  not  an  Alder- 
man heie  touay,  who  caauot  express  hi>  opinion 
whether  or  not  we  should  go  oo  and  spend  four 
or  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  widen  School 
street.  That  is  all  the  commissioners  ask.  If  you 
say  economy,  they  will  stop:  if  you  mean  so  on. 
you  will  pass  an  order  petitioning  the  Legislature 
for  authority. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  do  not  feel  that  I  can  vote 
intelligently  upon  this  subject.  1  want  more  in- 
formation from  the  Stieet  Commissioners.  I  do 
not  take  it  fcr  granted  that  the  cost  is  to  be  $400 .  - 
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000  or  $500,000;  it  may  be  $1,000,000.  If  they  want 
us  to  vote  intelligently  upon  the  subject,  let  them 
give  us  information.  For  my  part  I  shall  vote 
against  any  street  improvements,  for  the  present, 
if  they  are  to  cost  anything  like  $400,000  or  $500,- 
000. 

Alder, nan  Power— The  Alderman  from  the  High- 
land District  says  the  Aldermen  know  all  about  it. 

1  don't  know  anything  about  it.  There  is  a  very 
large  estate  near  the  church  and  I  don't  know 
whether  the  city  will  have  to  pay  for  that;  I  don't 
know  the  quantity  of  land  tobt;  taken.'orthe  value 
put  upon  the  land  by  the  owners,  or  the  value  of 
tlio  structures,  lhave  an  idea,  but  ir,  might  be 
$400,000  or  $500,000,  or,  as  :he  gentleman  just  said, 
it  might  be  $1,000,000. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  the  Aldermen 
Will  express  their  opinions  upon  the  subject.  I 
don't  want  any  equivocation.  Let  us  start  right, 
at  the  ueginmng  of  the  year. 

Alderman  Power— I  want  information  upon  this 
subject.  As  we  cannot  get  it  fioiu  the  Street 
Cominissiooers,  aud  as  we  can  get  it  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  1  have  no  objection 
to  its  Using  reierred  to  that  committee. 

Aldernuti;  Stebbins— I  move  as  an  amendment 
that  the  reference  be  with  instructions  to  report 
an  approximate  estimate  of  what  the  cost  of  the 
improvement  will  be. 

Alderman  \V  or  thington—  They  state  that  it  will 
be  between  four  and  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 1  think  the  commissioners  have  intoimed 
thr  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  pait  of  this 
Hoard  that  that  will  be  the  expense.  When  you 
talk  about  taking  the  church,  there  is  a  legal  ques- 
tion for  the  Legislature  and  the  courts  to  settle; 
when  you  go  down  further  and  look  at  the  build- 
ings there,  we  know  whether  to  go  forward  or 
not.  \Y  all  know  it  will  cost  $400,000;  the  only 
question  is,  Are  you  ready  to  spend  the  money? 
Let  u;  have  an  opinion  upon  that,  that  we  may 
know  whether  to  go  to  the  Legislature  or  not. 
The  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  will  consider  it  if 
you  so  desire;  but  that  does  not  give  the  inform- 
ation the  commissioner^  desire.  We  can  go  to 
the  commissioners  and  ask  them  to  figure  upon 
it,  and  ir,  will  take  at  least  a  fortnight.  If 
you  are  going  to  do  anything  this  year, 
say  so  today.  They  simply  ask  us  to 
get  the  power.  That  I  approve  of.  I  ap- 
prove of  getting  from  the  Legislature  all  the  pow- 
er that  we  can  for  the  improvement  of  the  ciiy. 
But  we  want  to  know  where  we  are.  I  speak  as 
one  of  the  Committee  on  Streets.  I  know  what 
they  will  ask  when  they  come  together:  Is  it  the 
intention  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to  widen 
School  street  this  year?  That  is  all  the  commis- 
sioners and  the  committee  ask.  Give  us  an  .ex- 
pression of  opinion  as  to  your  intention. 

Alderman  Barrage — How  can  we  express  our 
views  by  a  vote  Oil  this  question  as  it  now  stands 
before  the  Board? 

Alderman  Worthington— If  any  one  opposes  do- 
ing anvthing  this  year,  let  him  vote  against  refer- 
ring; ibis  communication  to  the  Committee  on- 
Streets;  if  that  is  done  we  shall  all  understand 
that  it  is  not  the  wish  of  this  Board  to  speutl  four 
or  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  widening 
School  street. 

Alderman  Quiney— I  have  no  objection  to  ob- 
taining my  information  fioni  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, and  if  they  have  come  here  and  asked  us 
to  help  them  make  up  their  minds,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  sending  it  to  one  of  our  committees.  I 
am  prepared  to  vote  either  way,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  information. 

Alderman  Barrage  —  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
correct  way  is  to  reter  it,  ano  then  have  the  ques- 
tion properly  before  us,  as  it  is  not  so  now,  in 
my  judgment. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was 
adopted,  and  the  communication  was  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  with  in- 
structions to  report  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  widening.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  with  the  followiug  orders : 

Order  to  pay  James  Parker  $4327.44,  for  grade 
damages  on  his  estate  16  to  22  Kiley  street;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  Loan. 

Ordered,  Thai  ihe  City  Treasurer  be  directed 
to  abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  seventeen 
dollars  and  ninety  cents  against  the  estate  of 
heirs  of  Hardy  Leach,  No.  376  Chelsea  street,  said 
heirs  being  unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum   of   $87.72,  assessed  to 


David    Kevins,   Jr.,   for  sitlewalk   on   Winthrop 
street,  Roxbury,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assess- 
ed to  heirs  of  George  Blackburn. 
Sever.,  lly  read  once. 

PERMITS   FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,  submitted  reports  on  petitions  previous- 
ly referred  to  them,  recommending  that  permits 
to  use  stationary  engines  be  granted  to  H.  F. 
VVl.e' ler,  at  71  Lincoln  street,  and  Boston  Gas- 
light C  impany  at  the  coiner  of  Snowhill  and  Hull 
streets.    Severally  accepted. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK  QUESTION. 

On  morion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  special  assignment  for  five 
o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  Al  .erman  Prescott's  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amended  or- 
der for  the  Mayo.'  to  petition  the  General  Court 
for  authority  "to  .purchase  or  otherwise  take 
land  within  the  limits  of  the  city"  for  the  purpose 
of  public  parks  was  rejected. 

The.  order  as  rejected  is  as  rollows,  with  the 
amendments  in  brackets: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Major  be  ,eei  nested 
to  petition  the  Genual  Court,  now  in  se-sion,  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to  pur- 
chase, or  otherwise  take,  lands  within  the  limits 
of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  public 
parks,  and  also  authorizing;  tbe  assessment  of 
betterments  upon 'he  adjoining  lands  benefited 
by  the  establishment  of  such  parks;  [provided, 
however,  that  no  expenditure  shall  b  authorized 
or  made  tor  the  purchase  or  improvement  of  any 
land  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  raised  by  taxa- 
tion and  appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for  that 
purpose,  and  all  money  actually  received  by  the 
city  foi  betterments  assessed  upon-  adjoining 
lauds];  [said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  ac- 
cepted by  a  majoiity  of  the  legal  vot.-rs  present, 
and  voting  thereon'  at  meetings  duly  called  for 
that  purpose  in  the  several  wards.] 

Alderman  Prescott— The  only  leason  I  can  give 
the  Beard,  -Mr.  Chairman,  for  asking  to  have  this 
matter  again  opened  and  discussed,  is  i  he  impor- 
tance that  I  place  upon  it.  Agitated  aud  dis- 
cussed for  the  last  five  years,  recommended  ear- 
nestly in  the  two  messages  of  his  honor  the  pres- 
ent Major,  and  h.iving  received  the  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  an  able  commission  r-ppointed  last 
year,  it  seems  to  roe  rhat  it  is  a  subject  which  we 
should  not  pass  by  until  we  have  examined  it  in 
all  its  details.  The  Bret  movement  ever  made  by 
the  citizens  of  Boston  looking  towards  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  public  park  or  parks  was  in  the 
autumn  of  1869;  and  inasmuch  as  the  bold  state- 
ment has  been  made  and  repeated  that  this  whole 
subject  of  parks  »  as  urged  by  interested  specula- 
tors to  fill  their  own  pockets  at  the  expense  of  the 
treasury  of  the  city,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  naines  which  were  presented  to  this  Govern- 
ment in  that  autumn  of  1869,  asking  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject.  All  of  the  names  I 
will  not  read,  but  some  of  them  are  as  follows: 
Gardner  Brewer  &  Co.,  John  S.  Wright  &  Co., 
Francis  Skinner  &  Co.,  George  C.  Richardson  & 
Co.,  Faulkner,  Kimball  &  Co.,  Dale  Brothers  & 
Co.,  Leland,  Allen  &  Bates,  Kidder,  Peabodv  & 
Co.,  Blake  Brothers  &  Co.,  William  F.  Weld, 
Franklin  Haven,  George  Tyler  Bigelow,  and  many 
otheis  of  the  same  stamp.  This  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  City  Council  consist- 
ing of  three  Aldermen  and  itive  Councilmen. 
They  gave  public  notice  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
date  of  a  hearing  upon  tin' subject  to  all  who 
favored  and  opposed  the  project.  I  have  here,  in 
City  Document  123  of  the  year  1869,  the  full  report  of 
the  hearings  before  tbat  committee.  Many  leading 
gentlemen  of  the  city  appeared  before  that  com- 
mittee and  gave  strong  reasons  why,  in  their 
opinion,  this  matter  of  a  public  park  deserved 
favora'cle  consideration  from  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  will  not  lead  the  entire  list,  but  among 
those  who  appeared  were  George  B.  Emerson, 
Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  George  B.  Upton,  Uriel 
H.  Crocker,  James  Haughton,  Horace  B.  Sargent, 
Hon.  E.  H.  Derby,  George  W.  Messing**  and  a 
great  many  others.  I  fail  to  find  a  single  person 
appearing  before  that  committee  to  remonstrate 
against  the  city  of  Boston  taking  such  action. 
The  committee  reported  in  December  of  the  same 
year,  and  as  their  report  is  so  short  I  will  read  it: 

"In  order  to  obtain  a  definite  and  unmistakable 
expression  of  the  popular  feeling  upon  such  an 
important  subject,  the  committee,  immediately 
upon  theii  appointment,  invited  all  persons  inter- 
ested, either  for  or  against  the  project,  to  appear 
and  state  their  views.    Two  public  hearings*  were 
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given,  which  were  attended  by  a  large  mmber.  of 
prominent  gentlemen;  and  a  fall  opportunity  was 
afforded  to  every  individual  who  had  anything  to 
offer  upon  the  subject.  Naturally  t^ere  were 
many  differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to  location 
aud  the  quaDtity  of  land  requited;  but  it  was 
clearly  shown  by  the  views  expressed  before  the 
committee,  and  the  communications  and  com- 
ments in  the  daily  press,  that  the  ppople  were  in 
favor  of  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment looking  to  th  estabHsbment,  at  an  early 
day,  of  one  largs  park  or  several  small  parks  in 
Boston  or  the  immediate  vicinity.  Much  informa- 
tion and  many  valuable  suggestions  were  fur- 
nished to  the  committee,  which  are  presented 
herewith,  with  the  recommendation  that  they  be 
printed  for  the  future  use  of  the  Government."  It 
seems  to  be  admitted  by  all  that,  as  the  popula- 
tion of  the  city  increases,  the  ;iece?sity  of  afford- 
ing some  add;tional  means  for  healthy  recreation 
will  increase  witb  it,  and  filially  make  it  inopera- 
tive. If  that  is  the  case,  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  present  time  is  clear.  Autliority 
should  be  obtained  from  the  Legislature,  without 
delay ,  to  take  land  for  the  purpose,  aud  as  soou  as 
a  suitable  location— one  sufficiently  accessible  to 
be  enjoyed  by  all  classes  of  oui  citizens — can  be 
fixed  upon  the  land  sho  Id  be  secured.  The  work 
of  laying  out  and  improving  the  grounds  may 
pioperly  be  delayed  to  suit  the  ,-onvenience  of  the 
Government,  or  for  a  better  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  city;  but  there  can  hardly  be  a 
question  that  the  land  should  be  secured  as  soon 
as  practicable." 

The  committee  unanimously  iecommei.de  1,  in 
accordance  with  these  views,  the  passage  of  the 
following  order : 

"Ordeied,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petitioa  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  tne  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
City  Council  of  Bosto..  to  purchase,  or  otherwise 
take,  lauds  in  Boston  ^r  its  vicinity  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  out  one  large  park,  or  several  small 
parks,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.-' 

When  this  order  came  into  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men on  Dec.  20,  1869,  it  passed  two  readings 
without  an  opposing  voice.  It  went  down  oO 
the  Common  Council  ou  the  23d  of  the  same 
montb,  and  passed  there  without  any  opposition 
whatever,  and  was  approved  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
city,  Dec.  24, 1869.  In  the  beginning  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  1870,  a  commission  was  appointed, 
composed  in  part,  I  think,  of  members  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  parties  not  members  of  the  Govern 
ment.  Hon.  William  Gaston,  afterwards  Mayor 
of  the  city,  and  now  Governor  of  the  State,  was  a 
member  if  that  commission.  They  reported  a  bill 
to  the  Legislature  asking  that  the  autl  ority  to 
take  la"d  be  giai.ted.  The  hill  was  amended  in 
several  particulars  in  the  interest  of  to  .ins  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Boston  who  wished  to  realize  the 
benefit  of  this  improvement  themselves.  A  pro- 
vision was  put  in  that  the  act  should  not  take  ef- 
fect until  two-thirds  of  the  people  should  vote  in 
favor  of  it — two-thirds  of  those  voting — at  the  fol- 
lowing State  election.  It  was  also  provided  that 
There  should  be  a  general  board  or  park  commis- 
sion appointed,  in  part  by  the  State  aud  in  part 
by  the  city,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act. 
These  features  of  the  bill  estranged  many  friends 
of  a  public  park  and  deterred  them  from  voting 
for  it.  Among  others  I  take  the  liberty  of  men- 
tioning the  name  of  Hon.  Henry  L.  fierce, 
afterwards  Mayor  of  Boston,  who,  though 
strongly  in  favor  of  parks  for  the  peo- 
ple, did  not  feel  like  appointing  a  com- 
mission is  provided  by  the  Legislature  Yet, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  when  it  was  submitted 
to  the  people  ou  Nov.  19,  1870,  the  vote  of  the 
sixteen  wards  was  as  follows:  In  favor,  9233; 
against,  5916.  Sixty-three  out  of  every  100  voters 
were  in  favor  of  the  act,  but  it  did  uot  become  a 
law,  for  it  required  66%  out  of  every  100  voters. 
Thirteen  of  the  sixteen  wards  voted  for  the  act, 
Wards  1, 12  and  16  voting  against  it.  Those  voting- 
strongest  m  favor  of  it  weie  the  wards  which  pay 
the  largest  taxes.  The  valuation  of  Boston  in 
that  year  (1870),  wa3  $584,000,000;  the  v.  1  nation 
of  the  tnirteen  wards  voting  in  favor  of 
this  act  was  $534,000,000;  the  valuation  of 
the  three  wards  votiug  against  it  was  only 
$50.000,000— so  that  ninety  per  ceut.  of  the 
valuation  of  Boston  voted  in  favor  of  accepting 
that  act.  The  wards  to  which  we  are  inclined  to 
look  for  men  of  intelligence  and  character  and 
high  standing  voted  very  strongly  in  favor  of  the 
act.  Ward  4  went  601  for,  320  against;  Ward  6, 
806  for,  228  against;  Ward  8,  550  lor,  172  against; 


Ward  9,  623  for,  368  against ;  Ward  10,  791  for,  269 
against  (I  trust  che  Alderm?oi  from  Ward  10  will 
remember  these  figures);  Ward  11,  739  for,  382 
against. 

Aldeiman  Bnrrage — 1869  and  1874  are  two  differ- 
ent years. 

Alderman  Prescott — Duiing  the  following  year 
nothing  >  as  done  in  regaid  to  the  matter.  In 
1871  ana  1872  Mr.  Gaston  was  Mayor  of  the  city. 
In  the  fall  of  1872  came  the  disastrous  conflagra- 
tion w.iich  -swept  away  a  laige  portion  of  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  city.  In  1873,  when  Mr.  Pierce 
arsumed  the  position  of  Mayor,  the  city  was  in  no 
position,  after  such  a  calamity,  to  take  hold  of 
any  such  proposition;  but  m*1874,  when  hi'  hon- 
or the  present  Mayor  was  inaugurated,  he  dis- 
tinctly stated  his  views  in  regard  to  a  park  m  his 
ino  jgural  address.  The  subject  was  reter  red  to  a 
committee  of  the  C:ty,Govermr.eut,  and  eventual!  v 
a  commission,  composed  io  part  by  members  of 
the  Government,  and  some  outside  persons,  a  as 
appointed,  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred. 
They  gave  three  public  hearings  in  the  month  of 
June,  and  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12.  in 
hi?  remarks,  when  this  subject  was  first  opened, 
stated  that  this  w^s,  merely  a  scheme  of  land 
speculators,  who  were  all  the  parties  taking  an  in- 
terest in  thr  matter,  I  have  taker,  occasion  to  look 
at  che  reports  of  those  meetings.  The  first  meet- 
ing was  held  June  13,  the  second  on  the  17th  and 
the  third  ou  the  20th.  They  were  caUed  for  toe 
large  committee  room,  but' the  number  in  attend- 
ance was  so  large  that  they  adjourned  to  the 
Common  Council  chamber.  In  looking  over  the 
reports  of  the  hearings  given  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  day,  I  do  not  find  that  a  single  person  went 
there  to  object.  The  hearings  were  "advertised; 
friends  am;  opponents  of  the  measure  were  in- 
vited to  these  meetings  to  express  their  views. 
Inasmuch  as  the  character  of  those  who  hare 
interested  thimselves  in  this  enterprise  has 
been  called  in  question,  I  should  like  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  members  or  the  Board  t)  the 
names  of  the  parties  who  appeared  there:  Uriel 
H.  Crocker,  R.  H.  Dana,  Jr  .  Edward  Adams.  Mr. 
Odiorneand  others appeareu  at  the  firs c  hearing.  At 
the  seconr:  hearing  the  first  peison  who  appeared 
was  Thomas  Hills,  chairman  of  rht  Boaro  of  As- 
sessors; of  the  city  of  Boston;  E.  S.  B.  maid,  T.  C. 
Amory,  Horace  B.  Sargent.  Mr.  Horton.  Ol>>S 
Clapp,  Alanson  W.  Be?ru,  Bev.  E.  E.  Hale  and 
many  others.  I  should  not  read  the  names  of 
these  gentlemen  hut  that  the  character  of  those 
interested  in  providing  breathing  places  for  the 
health  and  i  omfoit  of  the  people  or  this  city  of 
Boston  has  been  brought  iu  question. 

Alderman  Harris — Are  they  all  taxpayers  of  the 
city  of  Boston? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  the  Board  musr  be 
aware  that  the  uames  I  have  read  are  those  of 
prominent  citizens  of  Boston,  and  taxpayers. 
There  can  be  do  question  about  that.  The  re- 
mit of  those  deliberations  was  the  presentation  to 
the  City  Council  of  the  report  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission, the  statements  iu  which  I  fearlessly  as- 
sert cannot  be  deuieu  or  disputed.  Its  arguments 
are  sound;  it  goes  mto  the  question  ot  the  preset  t 
health  of  the'  city;  it  suggests  is  a  remedy  the 
establishment  of  or>en  spaces  or  parks — or  by 
whatever  other  name  they  maj  properly  be 
called  —  for  giving  the  people  ot  this  city 
fresh  air  and  ventilation.  They  state  fact's 
in  regard  to  the  parks  of  other  cities  which 
lender  it  conclusive  to  my  mind,  that  if 
Boston  should  embark  upon  ;  nv  such  enter- 
prise as  this,  it  would  prove  remunerative  to  the 
city,  instead  of  being  a  burden  to  taxpayers. 
Much  has  been  said— especially  in  the  early  part 
of  this  discussion — iu  regaid  to  the  present 
health  of  the  eitjy  of  Boston.  Statements  ami 
counter  statements  have  been  made;  but  of  this 
1  feel  assur  d.  that  the  health  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton is  nor  what  it  should  be,  nor  what  it  can  be 
made  with  proper  rewerage,  with  proper  spaces 
left  for  the  free  circulation  of  pure  air  over  the 
city ;  and  without  going  into  the  statistics  or  ex- 
amining the  statements  made  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12.  and  refuted,  it  seems  to  me,  by  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  6,  1  would  call  attention 
to  some  tacts  stated  by  the  State  Board  of  Health 
during  the  last  four  years.  1  qcote  from  rhe  sec- 
ond annual  report  of  that  Board  in  1*71 : 

"Looking  now  at  the  general  death-rates  tor  all 
aces,  we  see  a  very  great  disparity  in  the  several 
districts,  ranging  "from  5.7  (District  28),  9.1  (Dis- 
trict 41)  and  9.8  (District  32),  up  to  the  enormous 
sate  of  37.9  in  a  thousand  in  District  42.  This  lat- 
ter region  is  low,  imperfectly  drained,  in  parts 


M  ARCH 


18  7  5 


97 


densely  peopled  and  full  of  nuisances  which  have 
been  allowed  to  grow  ami  fester  unchecked  by 
the  city  authorities.  Stony  Brook  between  Tre- 
lnoni  street  and  the  Piovidence  Railroad,  .ml  also 
in  tin  neighborhood  of  Parker  street,  has  beeu  « 
source  of  dj  ease  to  all  the  dwellers  in  it<  vicinity. 
'J  ne  8 teach  f  omthis  neighborhood  h  s  been  often 
perceptible  during  the  past  mmiuerat  the  dis- 
tance" qf  a  mile.  District  42  is  also  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  and  underthe  influence  of  the 
sunken  tract  about  Buggies  street,  in  District  37, 

on  Which  walei  has  been  sta.  ding  continually 
during    the    past    hot.    Summer,     Fortunately   the 

tract  in  question  is  hardly  peopled  as  j  et,  although 
covered  with  new  houses  which  must  be  raised  , 
like  Church  and  Suffolk  street,  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense, most  of  which  might  have  been  saved  if 
the  health  authorities  of  the  city  had  done  their 
r'uty.  District  21  is  next  most,  fatal  to  lite.  It  is 
very  densely  peopled,  and  contains  the  worst  ten- 
ement houses  in  Boston.  District  29,  •  i 1 1  •  its 
crowded  and  narrow  streets  leading  troin  Harri- 
son a  venae  to  the  South  Bay.  comes  next  in  order; 
38,24,23,30,39  and  22  follow  not  Eai  behind  in 
their  latios  Of  eeath  to  population.  Xtie  death- 
rates  of  East  Boston  a  Mil  the  North  End  present  a 
contrast  which  is  worthy  of  examination.  These 
districts  :ne  of  neatly  equal  population,  and  the 
numbers  of  ail  ages  very  nearly  correspond,  yet 
the  mortality  in  one  is  'hail  as  great  again  as  in 
the  other.     One  is  crowded,  in  great  part  deprived 

of  sunlight,  and  full  ot  nuisances;  the  othei 
abundance  of  light  and  air.  Can  a  strongeraigu- 
luciit  be  offered  in  favor  of  providing  bre  thing 
Spaces  for  i he  people  than  is  presented  by  the  fig- 
ure- in  the  fust  iwn  horizontal  lines  of  our  second 
table,  from  one  end  to  the  other'."' 

Alderman    Power— Will   the   gentleman   state 

which  district  it  is  which  has  an  abundance  of 
light  and  air? 

Alderman  Prc-'Cott—  It  undoubtedly  refers  to 
East  Boston.  Then  in  the  leportof  the  State 
Board  of  Hcalthfor  the  following  year  (1872),  1 
find  the  following  on  page  307: 

'•The  cau-es  of  pievt  nt  hie  di-ease  specially  de- 
scribed in  our  report  of  last  year  (pp.  55-02  and 
860-368)  remain  in  full  force.  They  exi-t  today  in 
Boston  as  the  causes  of  preventable  fire  existed  in 
Chicago  before  the  late  disaster — unheedi  d  by  the 
mass  of  the  people  intent  on  their  daily  business, 
ami  suffered  to  remain  bv  those  whose  immediate 
dutj  it  is  to  remove  thein." 

And  on  page  309  of  the  same  report  I  find  the 
following: 

"The  same  wise  foiecasi  which  leads  our  coni- 
meicial  interests  to  widen  streets  and  makebioad 
avenues  for  the  business  of  the  future  should 
lead  us,  through  the  teachings  of  fc'raiiKlin's 
political  economy,  to  provide  lor  the  presen  ation 
of  human  life  and  human  health;  for  these  are  as 
truly  wealth  as  are  cotton  or  ilOil." 

From  the  next  lcport  of  the  same  Board  (1873)  I 
read  the  following: 

"The  health  report  of  the  chief  city  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  1872  is  of  an  unfavorable  character. 
The  same  neglect  of  the  authorities  to  remove 
cau-es  of  disease,  perfectly  within  their  control, 
has  continued,  and  their  effects  are  seen  in  the 
extraordinary  number  of  deaths.  As  a  city  in- 
creases, thf  mortality  will  inevitably  increase 
more  rapidly  than  the  population,  uuless  the 
means  of  repressing  disease  kee  pace  with  the 
city's  giovvth.  Boston  has  neglect -d  such  pro- 
visions, .unl  is  reaping  the  fruit  of  the  neglect." 

Then  I  quote  from  the  report  of  the  same  board 
in  the  year  1874 — 

"  The  dtath  rate  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  so  high 
as  to  make  th**  discovery  of  its  causes  a  matter  of 
the  deepest  interest  to  even  citizen.  7809  persons 
died  in  1873." 

In  regard  to  the  relative  health  of  the  city  of 
Boston  with  other  cities  of  the  countiy,  I  have  a 
table  before  me  which  gives  the  death  rate  of 
thirty- Bve  cities;  Boston  stands  No  31  on  that 
list.  '  This,  I  >  lunk,  is  the  death  rate — 

Alderman  Power — Will  the  gentleman  state  the 
year  he  alludes  to? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  it  is  1873. 

Alderman  Power — I  should  like  him  to  state 
definitely  what  year  it  is.    I  have  given  facts. 

Alderman  Prescott-  I  would  state dtfiuitely  that 
it  is  either  1873  or  1872. 

Aloermao  Power— Is  n"t  the  gentleman  sure 
that  it  is  1872? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  not  able  to  state. 

Alderman  Power  -I  think  it  was  1872.  That 
happened  to  be  the  smallpox  year.    ' 

Alderman  Prescott — The  subj  ect  naturally  re- 


curs to  the  question  asked  by  so  honorable  a  body 
as  the  State  Baard  of  Health,  What  is  the  reme- 
dy? Itseems  to  me  that  the  report  of  the  Park 
Commission,  now  before  us,  suggests  a  remedy 
which  will,  to  some  degi.ee  at  Ka.-t.  increase  the 
good  health  and  diminish  the  death  rate  of  the 
city  of  Boston  In  connection  it > i  tin*  matter,  1 
m.u  desir  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  this  Board 
some  action  which  has  been  taken  by  leading  gen- 
lieim  i  of  ibis  city  in  regard  to  bringing  this  mat- 
ter before  the  Legislature.  This  action  was  taken 
when  it  se  -nied  that  by  a  tie  vote  in  this  Hoard 
the  City  Count  il  were  not  ready  to  take  any  steps 
for  laj  fng  out  a  park.  Two  petitions  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature, both  dat  dJFeb.9,1878.  1 
might  read  the  names  of  these  petitioners,  buc  it 
seems  to  In  baldly  necessary  (they  have  been  pub- 
lished iii  the  paners  of  Ui  lay,  ana  comprise  the 
name-  ol  son  e  of  the  most  influential  merchants 

and  business  men,  and  leading  members  of  the 
medical  profession    in     ihe    city  Of    Boston.     One 

point  in  regard  to  this  matter  has  been  brought 
stri  ngly  to  the  attention  of  the  Board,  ami  it 
seems  to  me  that  ii  has  taken  up  more  than  a  fair 
share  of  the  discussion  on  the  establishment  of  a 
park  or  seties  of  paiks;  and  that  is  in  regara  to 
the  present  i  osition  and  uuliealthfulne-s  of  the 
territory  on  the  Back  Bay.  I  believe  that  statis- 
tics will  show  that  50,000  people  are  liviug 
there  in  an  unhealthy  locality.  It  has  been 
suggested  in  connection  with  this  subject. 
that  avai  r  park  mighl  be  provided  for '  the 
health  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  the  neighb  »r- 
boo  ot  Parker  stieet,  by  means  of  winch  our  sen  - 
age  might  be  more  readily  carried  off  than  at 
the  pies  nt  time.  loo  uot  stand  nere  to  advocate 
the  location  of  a  water  park  in  that  locality,  or 
a  park  in  any  particular  locality;  but  I  do  claim 
that  the  experience  of  other  cities  lias -Inn,  u 
that  thos  parks  which  have  been  established  in 
i  ther  places  have  beeu  beneficial  to  the  health  of 
the  people,  and  have  prove  I  remunerative  to  those 
citie-.  \\  e  must  provide,  in  this  matter,  not  only 
for  i  he  population  of  today,  but  of  the  future. 
Look  at  the  growtn  of  Boston;  the  popu- 
lation was  -10,000  in  1820,  00,000  in  1840.  177,0110  in 
1800,  and  is  350,000  and  up  war  Is  in  1875.  It  must  be 
apparent  to  everybody  that  the  few  open  spaces 
or  pleasure  grounds  where  th  -  people  now  have  an 
opportunity  to  go  and  refresh  themselves  will  not 
be  sufficient  in  the  tutuie  as  ihey  have  oeen  in  the 
past  We  have  Boston  Common  and  our  Public 
Garden,  and  a  few  insignificant  squares  in  di.  tant 
sections  of  the  city;  but  what  have  we  eonipair  d 
with  the  other  great  cities  ot  the  continent?— 
compared  with  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Brook- 
lyn, or  Chicago?  The  Alderman  from  Ward  12  has 
stated  that  he  believes  the  honor  and  credit  of  the 
city  to  be  of  paramount  unportar.ee.  I  fully  agree 
with  him  in  that  statement.  The  honor  and 
credit  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  of  paramount  iin- 
portai  ce ;  but  I  claim  that  it  is  neither  honorable 
nor  creditable  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  allow  this 
state  of  things  to  continue  longer  if  it  can  be 
prevented.  When  we  found,  on  the  10th  of  No- 
vember, 1872,  that  sixty-five  acres  of  the  business 
portion  of  the  city  had  been  bu.-ned  over,  and 
that  eighty  millions'  worth  of  property  had  been 
consumed,  lost,  what  did  the  city  do?  It  took 
bold  and  widened  and  extended  the  streets,  and 
made  broad  avenues  where  theie  had  beer,  nar- 
row places  before,  and  spent,  not  less  tha.  five 
or  six  millions  of  Co.lais.  Now  why 
should  not  some  of  the  money  which  the  taxpay- 
ers are  paying  into  the  treasury  be  put  where' it 
can  be  made  to  conduce  to  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  people  just  as  well  as  it  can  in  the 
widening  of  streets  aud  rendering  passage 
thiough  those  streets  more  easy.  We  are  pro- 
viding schools,  libraries,  hospital  buildings  and 
other  conveniences  unexcelled  by  any  other  city; 
but  what  are  we  doing  in  the  gaeat  matter  of  pro- 
viding for  the  health  of  the  city? 

Alderman  Prescott  was  compelled  to  brine  his 
remarks  to  a  close  at  this  point,  on  account  of 
sickness. 

Alderman  Power — The  pentleman  from  Ward  9 
beggn  by  quoting  what  people  did  in  1869.  Of 
course  every  gentleman  well  knows  that  what 
might  have  been  prudent  for  this  Government  to 
do  in  that  year,  may  not  be  so  now;  the  case  is 
entirely  altered.  Theie  is  n't  a  man  who  does 
business  in  Boston  and  holds  personal  property 
but  has  seen  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  it's 
value  wiped  out  since  that  time  bv  the  decline  in 
business.  Although  I  might  quite  readilvhave 
afforded  to  keep  a  carriage  and  tour  horses  at 
that  time,  I  find    it   quite    a   burden  to  keep  one 
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horse  now,  and  I  suppose  that  is  the  case  of  every 
business  man  m  Boston— he  finds  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent state  of  things  from  what  was  the  case  in 
former  years.  We  must  go  back  to  first  principles 
and  practise  the  economy  tbat  p;evailed  before 
the  late  war;  tbere  is  no  question  aoout  that, — 
we  have  got  to  do  it.  Now,  sir,  tne  gentleman  has 
quoted  statements  from  the  Massachusetts  State 
Board  of  Health  which  prove  precisely  what 
I  have  stated.  He  quotes  East  Bo-ton  as  being- 
healthy  because  there  are  plenty  of  open  spaces 
there.  There  is  just  as  much  open  territory  in 
East  Boston  as  there  is  at  Barker  street,  and  it 
has  been  in  just  as  bad  condition  as  any  place 
near  Barker  street,  and  it  proves  just  what  I  have 
saia,  ihat  where  drainage  empties  out  and  is  dif- 
fused iu  the  open  air,  the  effect  is  soverysrnal 
that  it  is  not  perceptible.  The  gentleman  has 
Quoted  East  Boston  as  a  healthy  district,  and  the 
North  End,  where  there  is  n't  a  loot  of  made  land 
except  around  the  wharves,  as  unhealthy,  while 
there  is  n't  a  better  drained  district  in  t He  city, 
and  part  of  the  territory  in  East  Boston  is  worse 
than  that  near  Parker  street,  whicli  lias  Leen  al- 
luded to.  Then,  to  show  that  Boston  i  =  unhealtny, 
he  quotes  the  time  when  the  smallpox  raged  in  the 
city;  but  he  did  not  tell  what  the  death  rat:  has 
been  since.  I  gave  figures  whi-h  cannot  be  con- 
troverted. Now,  sir,  1  would  ask  the  Akli-rrnau  if 
he  knows — it  appears  that  he  does  not— that  there 
are  more  open  spaces  in  this  cby  today  than  in 
any  other  city  m  tkeUmon  of  the  Same  size?  I 
defy  any  one  to  contradict  the  statement  that 
there  are  more  opeu  spaces  in  this  city  than  there 
are  in  any  other  city  m  this  Union  of  equal  size. 
There  is  n't  a  city  that  has  lavished  so  much  mon- 
ey to  make  open  spaces  as  Boston  has.  I  think  it 
has  wisely  been  put  into  the  streets,  because  if  we 
do  not  protect  and  facilitate  our  business  we 
shall  not  want  parks  or  anything  else.  That  is 
where  our  money  has  been  well  spent  ami  speut 
for  the  advantage  of  the  whole  people,  aod  that  is 
where  ve  should  u:.e  it  it  we  have  any  to  spare. 
The  result  of  that  policy  is  that  we  have 
more  open  spaces  in  this  city  of  Boston  than  there 
a;e  in  any  otr.ee  city  in  the  Union  of  equal  size.  I 
have  given  figures  relating  to  the  health  of  the 
people  living  on  this  Stony  Brook  and  Parker-street 
territory  that  lie  reft  is  to;  and  those  figures  can- 
not be  contradicted.  1  can  give  the  names  of  the 
people  if  he  desires  them.  Then  the  question  of 
sewerage  can  be  settled  by  those  most  competent 
to  do  so;  and  it  will  be  time  then  to  talk  about 
this  park  question.  Therefore  I  hope  the  matter 
will  not  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  O'Brien — In  rising  to  say  a  word  or 
two  on  the  park  question  I  do  not  presume  to 
think  that  any  thing  I  can  say  will  alter  the  vote  of 
this  Board.  This  great  improvement,  I  am  afraid, 
has  been  blocked  for  the  present,  and  this  action 
on  our  part  I  feel  will  be  a  public  loss.  I  am  sur- 
mised, however,  at  the  opposition  it  has  met  with, 
and  more  than  surprised  at  the  reasons  given  for 
this  opposition.  It  has  been  denounced  as  a  scheme 
tor  the  unlimited  expenditure  of  public  money, 
and  wholly  in  the  interest  of  and  urged  on  by  land 
speculators.  These  assertions,  I  am  satisfied,  will 
not  bear  investigation.  I  have  been  led  to  believe 
that  the  series  of  parks  proposed  by  the  commis- 
sion, and  circling  the  city  at  all  noints,  were  in  the 
interest  of  all  our  citizens,  benefiting  all  alike,  and 
nothing  has  been  said  that  convinces  me  to  the 
contrary.  These  assertions  may  answer  their  pur- 
pose m  prejudicing  the  public  mind  against  pai  ks, 
but  should  have  uo  influence  in  this  Board. 
Will  the  proposed  parks  require  unlimited  ex- 
penditure of  public  money?  No  one  advocating 
the  measure  propo-es  any  such  expenditure.  Two 
miles  south  of  City  Hall  is  about  the  centre  of 
Boston.  Bevond  this  point  is  a  large  amount  of 
vacant  land,  delightfully  located,  with  a  grade 
seventy-five  to  100  feet  above  the  grade  of  the  city 
proper.  This  elevated  land  will  be  the  future 
residence  of  a  large  portion  of  our  citizens  when 
Boston  proper,  from  Charlestown  Bridge  to  the 
Roxbury  lirte,  will  be  devoted  to  business  pur- 
poses. A  portion  of  this  land  could  now  be  laid 
out  in  parks,  at  a  comparatively  small  ex- 
pense, adding  largely  to  the  taxable  value  of 
all  adjoining  lands,  if  this  City  Council 
so  desire ;  or,  if  we  neglect  to  do  our 
duty,  it  will  be  built  up  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
land  owners  or  building  speculators,  with  narrow 
and  irregular  streets,  just  as  old  Boston  stands  to- 
day, autl  which  has  already  cost  some  $26,000,000 
to  improve.  We  are  making  the  same  mistake  to- 
day that  our  ancestors  did  when  Boston  was  first 
settled,  and  that  mistake  is  brought  home  to  our 


citizens  by  the  increased  taxation  for  street  im- 
provements. Already  it  it  announced  that  School 
street  must  be  widened;  that  Tremont  street  must 
be  widened  to  oi  e  bundled  feet  fiom  Court  to 
Boylston;  that  Boylston  street  must  he  widened 
from  Charles  street  to  Washington  street;  that 
Broadway  must  be  extended  to  Pleasai  t  street 
and  encircle  the  city,  and  that  Swett  stn-et  must 
be  built  at  a  cost  of  nearly  half  a  million  dollars. 
The.  e  improvements  are  going  on  exclusively  in 
one  direction.  It  is  also  announced  at  the  South 
End  tbat  Columbus  avenue  must  be  extended 
through  Bos  to-.  Common,  and  the  ashes  of  the 
dead  must  he  disturbed,  and  the  Granary  Burying 
Ground  and  the  burying  ground  on  the'  Common 
must  be  given  up  to  horse  lailroads.  Even  the 
old  landmarks  are  notrespecttd.  These,  audsuch 
as  thes.j,  are  the  expensive  improvements  that 
make  our  taxpayers  groan  today — the  mistakes  of 
a  previous  eenerat'ou ;  and  shall  we  go  on  and  al- 
low the  most  beautiful  part  ot  enlarged  Boston  to 
be  built  up  in  the  same  manner?  Are  the  j>ro- 
po.-e  i  p^i-ks  merely  in  the  interest  of  land  specu- 
lators ?  Suppose  that  every  foot  of  land  taken  for 
the  series  of  parks  proposed  by  the  commission 
was  bought  from  parties  who  'might  be  termed 
la^d  speculators.  For  every  dollar  expended  for 
land,  ten,  twenty  and  fifty  dollars  would  be  ex- 
pended for  labor  as  years  roll  on  The  land  once 
secured ,  it  v\  oul  1  bealrnost  exclusively  the  w  :>i  k 
of  la'oor  to  complete  the  park-.  The  1  -nd  once  se- 
cured, it  would  be  the  work  of  labor  to  grade 
and  plant  and  b  autify  it.  No  improve- 
ment has  ever  been  co'nmenced  in  Boston 
more  in  th?  interest  of  labor  than  the  proposed 
series  of  parks.  If  then  this  great  improvement 
is  to  go  forth  by  the  unv.  orth_,  name  of  a  specula- 
tion, let  us  call  it  by  its  title  name.  If  it  is  a 
speculation  it  is  a  speculation  more  in  the  interest 
of  workingmeu  than  any  other  class.  Let  u;  say 
to  the  workingmen,  now  crowded  together  in 
narrow  streets  and  badly  ventilated  dvrelhngs, 
and  knockiug  at  every  man's  door  (or  something 
to  cio,  that  we  will  cot  raise  a  hand  either  to  give 
them  employment  or  a  breathing  place  for  health 
and  recreation.  Because  business  is  a  little  de- 
pressed, is  that  any  reason  why  all  public  improve- 
ments should  siop"?  Such  a  doctrine  will  have  a 
more  baneful  influence  on  the  public  mind  than  any 
exaggerated  reports  of  the  death-rate  referred 
to  in  the  previous  discussion  of  this  question. 
When  men,  who  influence  legislation,  stand  up  in 
Congress  and  say  that  all  public  improvemevjts 
must  scop  because  busicess  is  a  little  out  of  joint, 
when  the  same  sentiment  is  repeated  >n  a  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature,  when  the  representatives  of 
the  wealthy  city  of  Boston  say  that  .'11  improve- 
ments must  cease,  because  business  is  dtpre-sed 
temporarily,  I  can  only  say,  God  kelptheworking- 
man  who  looks  to  the  coiiutry,  the  State  or  the 
city  for  employment!  Our  private  citizeus  do  not 
conduct  their  business  iu  this  way.  A  great 
many  manufacturers  in  Massachusetts  have 
been  running  their  mills  at  a  loss  during 
the  year;  but  do  they  stop?  No.  They 
feel  "under  some  obligation  to  the  thousands 
of  workmen  in  their  employ,  and  like  public-spir- 
ited citizens  go  on,  believing  tbat  the  average 
business  of  some  years  will  m  .ke  them  good.  An- 
other argument  agaiust  parks,  that  always  comes 
up  when  the  question  is  discussed,  is  our  beauti- 
ful suburbs.  1  should  like  to  know  of  what  ad- 
vantage our  beautiful  suburbs  arc  to  the  great 
mass  of  our  citizen-  ?  Suppose,  for  instance,  any 
mimber  of  our  citizens  from  Wards  2.  7  and  12 — V 
select  these  localities  because  they  aie  crowded — 
find  their  way  out  to  these  suburbs' during  the  sul- 
try days  ot  "July,  August  and  September,  for 
health  .'recreation  or  fresh  air,  Iu  allhumau  prob- 
ability they  would  be  warned  off  a*  intruders: 
they  '  would  have  no  alternative  but  to 
take  to  the  hig.n-.av-,  and  I  know-  of 
no  more  uncomfortable  place  than  the  dusty  roads 
of  these  suburbs,  with  a  hot  sun  pouring  down 
upon  you.  I  have  travelled  these  roads" at  all 
seisoiis  of  the  year,  and  have  scarcely  met  i  strag- 
gler by  the  w-yside.  This  talk  r-bout  our  beauti- 
ful suburbs  being  any  benefit  to  the  mass  of  our 
people  is  sheer  nonsense.  They  ate  owned,  occu- 
pied and  cultivated  by  our  wealthy  citizens  for 
their  own  pleasure  f  nd  enjoyment!  and  are  not 
common  property,  as  might  oe  inferred  by  out- 
siders, who  are  "not  conversant  with  the  facts. 
That  th<-y  are  beautiful,  I  admit:  and 
that  is  a  "  strong  argurnen<-  why  a  portion 
ot  them  should  be'  secured  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public  before  it  is  too  late. 
The  sewerage  question  tbat  has  been  introduced 
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in  this  discussion  I  believe  sh  mid  be  discussed 
iron,  smother  standpoint.  After  living  at  the 
South  End  some  twelve  3  ears,  1  believe  [  know 
something  about  tbe  sewerage  of  boat  local- 
ity, and  wiien  the  proper  inn.  comes  I  "ill 
have  something!  to  say  about  it.  So  far  as  this 
sewerage  question  is  concerned  in  relation  to 
parks,  the  matter  has  beerujsiiffioier>tly  discussed 

by  the  Aldermen  from  Wards  (',  and  12.  1  was 
very  much  amused,  'owever,  by  the  description 
of  the  settlement  known  bv  the  odd  name  of 
Gravelly  Point,  by  tbe  Alderman  from  \\  aid  12, 
where  the  death  rate  is  SO  Small.  Are  the  Alder- 
men aoqu  tinted  with  the  locality?  I  wish  I  could 
desei  die  il  for  them.  A  low  niai'-hy  coin, try,  with 
the  mouth  of  a  huge  sewer  exposed  to  view, 
vomiting  lorth  its  tilth  and  dirt  in  an  open 
space.  li  is  plainly  seen  as  you  pass  along 
Parker  stieet  to  the  Highlands,  the  air 
filled  with  all  kinds  ol  odors,  and  Ine  sigbl  alone 
isadiseusting  one.  In  this  neighborhood  i-  i.rav- 
ellv  Point,  where  the  death  rale  Is  so  small.  1  have 
no  figures  to  contradict  those  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12:  I  would  not  contradict  them  if  1 
could.  But  if  the  death  rate  i-  so  Bmall 
in  that  locality,  1  mast  say  tnat  the 
people  mere  have  extraordinary  oo  stitutions. 
I  should  like  to  Have  tbia  petition  go  to  the 
Legislature,  The  gentlemen  who  oppose  it  now 
bave  no  basis  for  their  opposition  but  the  timid 
one  that  it  may  do  harm.  Not  a  dollar  is  asked 
for,  and  until  large  expenditures  are  asked  for 
the  arguments  against  the  petition  have  no  foun- 
dation and  should  have  i. o  weight,     l  believe  we 

should  be  only  doing  our  duty  to  the  people  if  we 
make  some  progress  in  this  great  improvement. 

Alderman  Worthington— When  tins  discussion 
was  up  before,  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
charged  that  it  was  entirely  a  project  lor  th  ben- 
efit of  land  speculators  on  Back  Bay— to  inn. rove 
their  laud  and  get  tl  e  largest  possible  amount  of 
money  from  th  city  for  their  laud.  On  the  night 
that  we  voted  0  and  6  against  this  order,  there  was 
a  gentleman  in  this  room  who  ha.,  taken  an  inter- 
est in  the  subject  of  parks  and  fiesh  air  lor  the 
people.  After  leaving  h  re  lie  sat  down  and  diew 
up  a  petition  which  you  have  seen  presented  to 
the  Legislature  by  taxpayers  .  nd  not  speculators; 
and  1  propose  to  show  you  tbe  amount  of  taxes 
thri.v  pay  as  citizens  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Power— Has  the  gentleman  any  ob- 
jections to  giving  the  name  of  the  person  who  got 
up  the  petition  ? 

Alderman  Worthington— If  it  is  necessary  I  will 
give  his  name.  In  oue  single  liom  on  the  next 
day  he  obtained  sixty-three  names  to  the  petition. 
He  was  in  my  office  befoic  twelve  o'clock  tbe  next 
day  and  assured  me  that  he  had  obtained  them  in 
less  than  one  hour.  Here  are  the  names  of  the 
petitioners.  The  whole  amount  represented  by 
them— not  their  entire  propi  rty,  but  the  amount 
that  they  art  assessed  for— is  $12,367,200,  and  not 
one  of  them  is  a  land  speculator.  There  are  James 
L.  Little,  S.  K.  Lothrop,  William  S.  Appletou,  G. 
Washington  Warren,  Dr.  E.  H.  Clarke, Benjamin 
E.  Bates— and  millions  behind— It.  H.  Eddy,  J. 
Huntington  Woleo't— I  think  we  have  all  heard 
of  these  names. 

Alderman  Bower — Will  the  gentleman  state 
whether  they  are  citizens  of  Boston? 

Ah  ernian"  Worthington — They  are  citizens  of 
Boston. 

Alderman  Bower— Is  Mr.  Bales  a  citizen  of  Bos- 
ton? 

Alderman  Worthington — He  is,  and  lives  on  the 
Back  Bay.  S.  L.  Abbot,  Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale, 
Jonathan  Mason,  JobnT.  Bush,  Edward  Atkinson 
— he  is  a  resident  of  Brook-tine,  but  a  large  lax- 
payer  in  Boston— Eben  N.  Horsford,  a  taxpayer  in 
Boston,  but  a  citizen  of  Cambridge,  and  a  gentle- 
man who  appreciates  the  importance  of  fresh  air. 

Alderman  Harris — Will  the  gentleman  state 
what  Mr.  Horsford  pays  taxes  on? 

Alderman  Worthington— John  E.  Tyler,  James 
R.  Chadwick,  James  T.  Fields,  Theodore  Lyman, 
Charles  C.  Berkins,  Franklin  Haven  —  does  the 
gentleman  name  him  as  a  large  land  speculator  in 
Boston?  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  he  never 
speculated  in  a  foot  of  land  in  isoston ;  he  is  trus- 
lee  with  two  others,  for  a  large  property  that  was 
purchased  of  the  Water  Power  Company  when  in 
straightened  circumstances,  but  they  do  not  offer 
it  to  the  city ;  they  bought  it,  because  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company  must  have  money.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  some  parties  have  bought'  laud  ex- 
pecting to  make  money  on  it.  Even  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12,  when  he  buys  an  old 
steamboat,     does    it     to     make     money.      But 


there  men  are  in  no  sense  land  speculators.  Thom- 
as Bouvc,  Edward  Warren,  Charles  Pickering, 
EJwaid  Adams,  Franl.lin  Hunt,  Edward  A.White, 
Joseph  Sawyer,  F.  W.  Pt-lton  David  Snow— and 
there  is  a  man  -  bo  pays  taxes  on  $737,900  perso  I- 
al  property  and  land  in  Boston— Charles  E.  Fuller, 
J.Wiley  Edmands,  Peter  Haivev,  William  Auiory, 
George  W.  Wales,  Henry  B.Rogers,  H.  W.  Ucu- 
hain,  H.  W.  Williams,  S.  1)  nn  Haves,  Percival 
Eveiett,  S.  1).  Warren,  H.  P.  Bowuitch,  B.  Joy 
Jeffries,  Henry  P.  Kidder,  .lames  Lee,  Jr.,  George 
Snell,  R.  C.  Waterston,  George  C.  Rich- 
ardson— 8624,600  foi  iv:il  estate  and  person- 
al for  himself  alone — Asa  P.  Potter,  Otis 
Shepard,  E  R.  Mudge,  Edward  Lawrence, 
Samuel  H  Russell,  D.  P.  Butler,  Henry  H.  Atkins. 
Those  were  only  a  fe  names  obtained  in  less 
than  one  hour  for  a  petition  for  pain.*  around 
Boston.  It  these  names  could  he  obtained  in  one 
hour,  what  could  not  bave  been  obtained  if  they 
had  seer,  lit  to  follow  it  up  for  two  or  three  days, 
as  might  have  been  done  in  carrying  the  petition 
about  Boston.  I'hey  did  not  find  a  solid  man  who 
payslargi  taxes — not  one — who  refm-ed;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  bases  hi*  whole  argument  upon  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston.  Now,  sir,  what  better  evi- 
dence do  we  want  that  th  :  taxpayers  of  Boston 
la\  i  parks  tn  in  till;'  single  )•-.  titicu  obtained  m 
less  than  one  hour? 

Alderman  Burrage — I  thii  k  van  are  mistaken  in 
regard  to  no  one  having  refused  to  sign.  I  think 
1  know  ol  some. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  was  informed  hv  the 
gentleman  who  biought  the  petition  to  my  office 
— I  piinteil  it  that  afternoon— that  he  did  not 
have  0  ie  single  person  refuse  to  >ign  It,  of  the  en- 
tire number  to  whom  be  presented  it.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  some  mav  have  refused, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  if  it  was  ottered 
to  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  he  would 
have  refused;  but  of  this  largs  petition  I  have 
been  informed  that  not  one  refused  of  those  who 
were  asked.  Now,  sir,  I  am  in  lavor  of  the  city  of 
Boston  having  the  right  to  purchase  land  for 
parks,  when  the  City  Council  thinks  such  action 
advisable.  I  do  not,  approve  of  the  Back  Bay- 
Water  Bark,  and  I  do  not  approve  of  mingling 
the  question  of  sewerage  with  this  one.  That 
subject  will  take  care  of  itself  and  it  should  not 
have  been  brought  into  this  at  all.  This  is  simply 
to  obtain  the  right  to  take  land  for  parks.  We 
know  that  three  years  ago  there  was  a  large 
majority  in  favor  of  parks,  and  I  believe  there  is 
today.  That  we  need  parks  no  will  question  ;  but 
that  they  can  be  laid  out  at  no  great  expense  we 
have  the  experience  of  every  city  in  the  United 
States  that  the  taxes  from  the  rise  in  the  value  of 
land  pays  the  interest  on  the  expenditure.  If  a 
man  owns  a  house,  and  pays  $20,000  for  it,  and 
the  income  from  that  house  pays  the  interest  on 
the  purchase  money,  is  he  out  of  pocket?  When 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  buys  an  old  steam- 
boat, and  gets  back  the  interest  on  what  ue 
paid,  does  he  call  himself  out  of  pocket? 
Should  the  citizens  of  Boston  call  themselves 
out  of  pocket  when  they  get  back  all  tbey  bave  paid 
out?  But  the  actual  vi>]ue  of  the  park  in  dollars 
and  cents  is  nothing  compared  to  the  health  of 
the  citizens.  I  am  in  favot  of  a  series  of  parks 
and  boulevards  being  laid  out  when  the  City 
Council  sees  fit.  I  am  in  favor  of  building  horse 
or  steam  railroads,  so  that  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston  can  tide  there  at  a  small 
expense  and  have  the  privilege  of  going  into  the 
open  spaces  without  trespassing  upon  the  private 
grounds  of  any  one.  I  have  sometimes  ridden  out 
to  the  suburbs  of  Boston  and  have  seen 
the  poorer  classes  walking  about  there.  A 
ii  an  and  his  wife  and  children  walking  in  the 
stieet,  come  up  in  front  of  these  beautiful 
places  that  the  gentleman  calls  his  parks,  and 
what  do  they  see  directly  before  them?  "Trespas- 
sers forbidden  upon  this  land."  And  there  is  no 
place  out  of  the  city  of  Boston  where  tbey  can  go 
and  walk  and  get  fresh  air.  That  is  a  sad  thing 
for  the  poor  of  Boston.  I  know  very  well  ho*  I 
wanted  fresh  air  wheo  I  first  came  to  Boston. 
I  came  from  the  hills  of  the  country,  and 
went  into  Congress  street  to  do  my  labor; 
but  on  Sunday  afternoon  I  used  to  u-alk 
six  or  eighi  miles  out  of  town  and  back 
again  for  the  privilege  of  getting  up  into  the  High- 
lands and  breathing  a  little  fresh  air,  and  I  know 
that  I  came  back  to  my  work  on  Monday  a  great 
deal  better  th»n  when  I  went  away  Saturday 
night.  It  we  could  have  a  park,  where  the  poor 
could  go  with  their  children  and  take  a  lunch,  and 
have  a  good  place  to  read  and  rest,  and  return   at 
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night,  we  should  h.vye  less  deaths  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  care  not  whether  they  should  go  from 
the  Highlands  or  from  Wards  7  and  12,  they  will 
come  back  a  gieat  deal  better  and  stronger  for 
their  week's  laiior;  the  children  would 
study  better  in  school,  and  the  whole  fam- 
ilv  would  be  better  for  the  exercise  in  the  free 
air  which  God  mteuded  they  should  breathe.  I 
hope  we  shall  pass  this  order,  so  tbat  when  the 
cicizeus  of  Boston  are  ready  for  a  series  of  parks, 
they  can  have  parks.  If  they  should  be  confined 
merely  to  the  Back  uay  1  would  vote  against 
them;  but  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  series  of  Darks, 
and  help  to  builo  a  railroad  to  them  and  through 
them,  as  has  been  done  in  Baltimore,  so  that  the 
people  will  not  be  charged  extravagant  car 
fares.  When  we  do  tbat  1  believe  we  shall  answer 
the  requirements  of  our  citizens,  and  our  votes 
will  be  cast  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  peo- 
ple than  any  other  thing  we  can  do. 

Alderman  Power  in  i  he  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — 1  did  not  intend  to  have  any- 
thing further  to  say  upon  this  subject,  but  I  have 
a  statement  which  I  wish  to  make  in  regard  to  the 
improved  valuation  of  the  Back  Bay  territory  and 
the  amount  of  taxable  property  which  these"  land 
speculators  have  created  for  the  city  of  Boston 
during  the  last  nineteen  years.  I  have  advocated 
the  importance  of  tois  measure  thus  far  purely  on 
sanitary  grounds,  not.  because  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  parks  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word. 
I  believe  that  Boston  should  have  a  series  of  parks 
large  enough  to  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
other  cities  m  the  Union ;  and  I  believe  it  is  for 
the  inteiest  of  the  city  to  commence  laying  out 
such  a  series  of  parks  as  we  shall  not  be  ashamed 
of  in  the  future.  But  I  believe  the  drainage  of  the 
city  should  receive  our  attention  first  of  all 
things;  ;;ndthatin  order  to  accomplish  this  object, 
we  shall  find  n  for  our  interest  to  impiove  a  sec- 
tion of  the  city  that  is  now  under  inciicttneat  as  a 
public  nuisa  ice,  improve  it  by  creating  a  water 
basin  ro  assist  the  seweragei'and  in  making  the 
improvement  there,  an  area  more  beautiful  than 
the  Public  Garden  can  be  obtained,  which  wall  so 
enhance  the  value  of  the  surrounding  pioperty 
that  the  increased  valuation  will  in  a  very  short 
time  pay  the  entire  cost,  and  rid  the  city  of  what 
is  today  a.  disgrace  to  a  civilized  community.  I 
wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  got  this 'idea 
of  a  water  basin  from  an  eminent  engineer  in  the 
employ  of  the  city  today.  It  is  not  an  idea  of  my 
own.  I  do  not  profess  to  b°  an  engineer  and  am 
not  competent  to  originate  such  an  idea;  but  I  did 
obtain  that  idea,  from  an  eminent  engineer  em- 
ployed by  the  city  of  Boston.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  question  but  that,  if  this  commis- 
sion to  be  appointed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor 
should  decide  that  the  best  way— as  has  been 
stated  by  the  engineer  to  whom  l  refer— to  im- 
piove our  sewerage  would  be  to  cieate  a  water 
basin,  ic  would  improve  the  territory  and  enhance 
the  value  of  the  suriouuding  property  and  more 
than  pay  the  entire  cost  of  constructing  this  ba- 
sin. I,  for  one,  should  be  very  glad  to  join  a  com- 
pany of  men  to  take  that  territory  and  build  the 
reservoir,  and  get  my  money  back  out  of  the  en- 
hanced value  of  land.  If  there  is  so  much 
danger  of  land  speculators,  buy  more 
rich  oy  this  improvement  and  enhancing  proper- 
ty value  from  five  to  seven  millions,  as  stated 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  let  the  city  take 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  to  completely  coutrol 
the  surroundings,  and  sell  such  as  may  not  be 
needed  for  the  basin  for  building  purposes.  I 
h?ve  n't  the  slightest  doubt  but  there  will  be  a 
very  large  increase  in  the  valuation.  We  all  re- 
member when  the  land  around  the  Public  Garden 
was  not  worth  $1.50  per  foot.  It  is  only  a  few 
years  since.  What  could  the  city  have  made  had 
she  owued  the  land  surroundiug  that  spot !  What 
has  she  made  by  the  iucrease  of  ,the  property 
as  it  stands  today?  An  increase  of  taxable  prop- 
erty of  more  than  thirty-four  millions  of  dollars, 
and  I  have  a  letter  showing  the  details : 

Assessors'  Office,  City  Hall,  \ 
Boston,  March  1, 1875.  ) 
Alderman  John  T.  Clark:  Dear  Sir— In  accord- 
ance with  your  request,  I  have  examined  the 
records  of  our  department  to  ascertain  as  nearly 
as  may  be  the  comparative  valuation  of  the  Back 
Bay  Basin  in  1855  and  for  the  current  financial 
year.  It  being  impossible  to  fix  the  line  which 
formerly  ran  between  the  land  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton and  others,  and  the  flats  of  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company,  near  Tremout  street  and  in  some 
parts  of  Roxbury,  for  the  purpose  of  this  estima- 


tion, I  have  taken  an  arbitrary  line  clearly  within 
the  lines  of  the  Back  Bay  Basin.  The  line'  may  be 
described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  corner  of  Beacon  and  Arling- 
ton streets,  through  Arlington,  rerdinand,  Chan- 
dler and  Berkeley  streets  to  Warren  avenue ;  then 
through  Warren  and  Crlombus  avenues  to  Camden 
street,  through  the  said  stieec  and  by  t*-e  Old  Dyke 
(so  called)  to  the  marshes  lecently  sold  by  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  to  the  Boston  Land 
Company  on  the  east  side  of  Parker  street;  thence 
crossing  Parker  street  and  following  the  line  of 
the  creek  and  including  the  Island  Marshes  (so 
called)  to  the  channel  of  Muddy  River,  which  was 
the  ancient  boundary  between  Roxbury  and 
Brookline;  thence  by  the  said  bound  ry  line  to 
Beacon  street  and  by' the  centie  of  that'street  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

All  of  the  real  estate  assessed  to  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company  in  1855,  within  this 
line,  bv  the  citv  of  Boston,  amounted  to §900.000 

By  the  city  of  Rcxbury 14,500 

Total  assessed  to  that  company  in  1855 §014.500 

Total  amount  assessed  to  other  persons  by  the 
city  of  Roxbury  in  1S55 128,008 

Total  assessed  value  in  1855 $1,042,500 

The  amount  assessed  in  this  basin  in  1874  was  as 
follows : 

Other  persons 

and 
corporations. 
$2,929,400 
13.921.400 
13.269.2CU 
1,976,000 

$32,096,000 

2.127.700 


Boston  Water 
Power  Co. 

Ward  15 §1,604,500 

6 506,700 

"         9 

11 16.500 


Total §2,127,700 


Total  assessment §34.223,700 

In  addition  to  these  amounts  should  be  added 
the  value  of  the  filled  laud  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, estimated  by  the  commis- 
sioners at .' §1,000,000 

And  property  of  the  city  and  of  churches, 
charitable  and  literary  institutions,  and 
of  land  sold  by  the  State  not  yet  taxable. .     4.688,900 

I  cannot  claim  that  these  fisrure's  are  strictly 
accurate,  as  it  is  impossible  to  find  on  the 
records  of  the  city  of  Roxbury  for  1855 
all  the  estates  within  the  line  above 
described.  The  property  being  consider- 
ed of  small  value,  some  of  the  land  toss 
probably  not  assessed.  But,  making 
proper  allowance  for  those  estates  which 
cannot  be  found  in  the  record  of  1855.  the 
total  valuation  of  that  year  cannot  have 

exceeded 1 ,100,000 

for  the   whole   territory,  including   that 
now  devoted  to  streets  and  public  squares. 

Against  this  amount  can  be  put  the  valuation 

Of  May  last 40.012,600 


Showing  an  increase  of  property  of 3S.912.S0O 

From  which  deduct  exempt  property 4,688,900 

The  taxable  value  is  shown  as §34.223.700 

And  tne  taxable  increase  is 33.123.700 

Very  respectfully. 

Thomas  HrLLs. 

Ch.  Assessors. 

Nov.  Mr.  Chairman,  these  are  the  fact,  taken 
from  the  Assessors'  books  this  very  first  day  of 
March,  1875.  The  increase  of  the  taxable  valua- 
tion of  real  estate  is  833.123. ,00,  and.  at  the  rate  of 
§15.60,  the  city  derives  $500,000  in  taxes  from  this 
territory.  That  is  the  property  which  these  land 
speculators  have  cieated  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
In  addition  to  this,  personal  property  has  in- 
creased immensely  in  this  territory,  inasmuch  as, 
had  it  not  been  filled  up,  many  of  the  people  who 
have beeu  compelled  to  move  may  have  been  driven 
into  the  adjoining  towns,  aud  we  have,  perhaps, 
enough  to  cany  it  up  to  fifty  or  sixty  millions. 
This  is  what  these  land  speculators  have  done  for 
the  city.  They  have  created  thirty-four  millions 
of  taxable  property,  giving  us  an  annual  income 
of  over  §500,000.  The  city  has  paid  out  no  money 
upon  this  improvement  w'ith  the  sole  exception  of 
grading  the  streets  after  they  have  been  deeded  to 
the  city— possibly  a  bridge  may  have  been  built 
across  Berkeley  street;  that  I  do  not  remember. 
But  they  have  not  giveu  a  dollar  towards  the  con- 
struction of  the  streets;  and  this  is  what  has  been 
done  for  the  city  by  these  land  speculators. 
Now  a  great  many  of  these  same  par- 
ties who  live  on  that  territory  have  come 
here  and  asked  us  to  do  something  in  the 
way  of  establi-hing  public  parks  and  improving 
the'  drainage  in  that  section  and  in  all  sections  of 
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the  city.  But  finding  that  we  would  not  be  likely 
to  agree  and  request  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  take  lards  for  the 
purpose,  they  have  gone  directly  to  the  Legisla- 
ture themselves.  The  character  of  those  men 
should  certainly  receive  some  consideration  from 
our  hands ;  they  are  not  land  speculators  or  men 
engaged  in  speculation  to  any  great  extent.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  should  do  no  moie  than 
our  duty  if  we  assist  them  to  obiain 
the  right  to  take  land  to  imprvoe  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  city.  And  by 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city  I  mean  every- 
thing that  tends  to  improve  the  health  of  the  citi- 
zens, whether  it  be  drainage  or  public  parks.  The 
arguments  adduced  this  afternoon  by  the  Alder- 
man f  1 0111  "Ward  9  in  regard  to  what  the  people  in 
former  years  have  done  are  a  strong  reason  why 
we  should  not  refuse  to  ask  the  Mayor  to  petition 
for  authority  for  this  purpose.  1  have  not  at- 
tempted, nor  do  I,  at  the  present  time,  intend  to 
discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  question,  or 
the  propriety  of  spending  large  sums  of  money 
upon  public  parks  at  the  present  time.  But 
there  has  n't  been  a  public  park  established 
in  this  country  that  has  not  been  of  vast 
benefit  to  the  health  of  the  citizens,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  same  result  should 
not  follow  in  Boston  that  has  been  obtained  in 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. '  I  might 
go  on  and  elaborate  upon  the  character  of  the 
people  who  came  before  the  committee  of  1869;  I 
might  read  extracts  from  the  remarks  made  be- 
fore the  commission,  but  it  is  wholly  unnecessary 
at  the  present  time.  There  is  no  question  but  that 
when  such  men  as  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  George  B. 
Upton,  George  B.  Emerson  and  men  of  that  class 
come  here  and  advocate  tne  propriety  of  the  city 
building  parks  they  do  so  for  the  interest 
of  the  people.  It  is  not  a  piivate  spec- 
ulation, but  wholly  in  the  interest  of  the 
people.  Another  reason  for  reconsideration  is 
this:  We  have  requested  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a 
commission  to  examine  into  the  subject  of  drain- 
age. Now,  there  can  be  no  harm  in  obtaining 
from  the  Legislature  the  right  to  take  lands, 
either  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  such  pur- 
poses as  that  commission  may  lecommend.  If 
they  do  not  recommen  1  the  taking  of  land  for  a 
water  basin,  or  the  establishment  of  parks,  we 
are  not  obliged  to  do  it  unless  we  so  desire.  It- 
does  seem  to  me  that,  taking  all  these  things  into 
consideration,  we  should  leconsider  this  vote,  and 
lay  the  order  upon  the  table  for  the  time  being, 
or  else  pass  it,  and  obtain  the  authority  to  take 
lands  when  we  so  desire. 

Alderman  S  ebbins — Since  this  question  was 
first  brought  btfore  the  City  Council  of  the  pres- 
ent year  its  aspect  has  changed  somewhat.  A.t 
first  it  was  proposed  for  the  city  to  obtain  author- 
ity from  the  Legislature  to  lay  out  a  series  of  pub- 
lic parks,  but  by  the  action  of  this  Boar i  at  the 
last  meeting  it  has  assumed  a  somewhat  different 
shape.  The  Mayor  is  authorized  to  appoint  a 
commission,  who  shall  consider  the  subject  of 
drainage,  and  more  especially  with  reference  to  a 
water  park  or  large  flushing  basin  in  connection 
with  tne  present  system  of  sewerage.  Nov/,  when 
these  commissioners,  if  they  are  appointed,  shall 
have  concluded  their  labors  and  report  that  it  is 
advisable  for  the  health  of  the  city  to  have  such  a 
large  basin  established,  I  can  see  that  it  would 
be  desirable  for  the  city  to  have  authority  to  do 
so.  I  shall,  therefore,  favor  the  reconsideration; 
if  it  prevails  I  shall  offer  an  amendment,  and  if  it 
is  adopted  I  shaH  vote  for  the  order.  Ihe  ques- 
tion has  also  assumed  a  different  shape  within  the 
last  few  days  by  the  presentation  of  a  petitiou  to 
the  Legislature  by  many  citizens,  asking  for  the 
same  authority  for  the  city.  I  have  not  changed 
my  own  judgment  as  to  the  advisability  of  the 
city  laying  out  these  parks  at  the  present  time,  but 
I  am  willing  to  have  these  gentlemen  go  to  the 
Legislature  and  pieseot  their  case.  It  will  de- 
volve upon  Messrs.  Edward  Lawrence,  E.  R. 
Mudge,  ann  James  L.  Little,  who  are  large  tax- 
payers, to  prove  to  the  Legislature  that  a  park  is 
for  the  interest  of  the  city ;  and  if  they  establish 
that  fact  and  the  Legislature  shall  so  vote,  and  the 
citizens  of  Boston  concur,  I  am  content,  although 
my  judgment  is  entirely  adverse  to  the  establish- 
men+.of  parks.  In  regard  to  the  improvement  of  our 
sewerage,  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  that,  and 
would  vote  to  spend  a  large  amount  to  bring  that 
about. 

Alderman  Harris— I  desire  to  stale  that  I  have 
paired  off  with  Alderman  Prescott,  and  ask  to  be 
excused  from  voting. 


The  motion  to  reconsider  nrevailed  —  yeas  6, 
nays  4: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Quin- 
cy,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Pope,  Power,  Viles 
—4, 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
as  given  above,  with  the  amendments. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  move  to  amend  so  that 
the  vote  shall  be  taken  at  the  next  State  election. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Clark — It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the 
amendments  would  be  fatal  to  the  bill,  inasmuch 
as  it  provides  that  no  money  shall  be  expended 
except  what  is  raised  each  year  by  direct  taxa- 
tion. If  this  commission  shoulel  lepoit  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  make  ceitain  improve- 
ments, they  might  cost  more  than  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  put  into  the  tax  levy  for  the  coming 
year.  These  improvements  will  be  for  the  benefit 
of  coming  generations,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  we  ought  to  pay  for  tne  entire  expense  as  we 
go  along.  I  am  willing  to  follow  the  advice 
of  his  honoi  the  Mayor,  that  if  anything  should 
be  done  for  parks— if  land  is  purchased,  for 
instance— no  improvements  should  be  made 
except  by  money  raised  by  taxation  during  the 
current  year.  But  if  this  Commission  should  say 
that  it  is  necessary  to  raise  money  for  sanitary 
purposes,  it  would  hardly  be  fair  to  put  the  total 
amount  into  the  tax  levy  of  1875  or  1876.  There- 
fore I  move  to  strike  out  the  amendment  relating 
to  putting  the  cost  of  the  improvements  each  year 
into  the  tax  levy. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
be  carried,  for  the  reason  that  I  gave  the  other 
day,  that  it  is  very  injudicious  to  increase  our 
public  debt  at  rhe  present  time.  As  was  said 
then,  the  interest  on  the  debt  (exclusive  of  the 
water  loan)  in  1873-74  amounted  to  $25  per  head 
for  the  70,199  assessed  polls  in  the  city,  and  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  tax  levy  went  to  the  payn.ent 
of  interest.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  inadvisable 
to  increase  the  debt  of  the  city  now  unless 
for  such  a  matter  as  a  supply  of  water, 
which  is  a  necessity,  and  which,  in  fact,  pays 
for  the  expenditure,  or  at  least  pays  the  in- 
terest. I  regret  that  the  Alderman  from 
"Ward  8  has  changed  his  position,  and  1  think  he 
begins  to  see  the  difficulty  already.  If  the  ques- 
tions of  a  public  park  and  sewerage  are  divicied, 
that  is  another  thing.  A  good  system  of  sewerage 
is  necessary  for  the  city  ;  nut  parks  are  a  luxury, 
and  we  can' dispense  with  them.  I  think  it  can  be 
shown  that  all  improvements  of  new  territory 
have  cost  a-'  much  as  has  been  received  from  the 
increased  taxes  on  the  enhanced  valuation ;  and 
there  will  always  be  as  much  money  spent  on  this 
territory  when  improved  as  you  will  get  from  the 
higher  valuation.  I  don't  think  you  will  find 
that  the  improvements  reduce  the  rate  of  taxa- 
tion. Certainly  they  have  not  in  New  York  or 
Boston.  In  New  York  it  hasn't  increased  the 
rate,  because  they  have  continued  to  run  deeper 
in  debt.  The  net  debt  of  the  city  is  now  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  millions.  In  the  last  three  years 
under  a  reform  government,  it  has  increased 
eleven  millions  a  year,  and  the  three  years  pre- 
vious to  that  the  increase  was  eighteen  millions  a 
year. 

That  must  stop  somewhere  or  else  New  York 
will  go  to  the  dogs.  There  is  no  question  about 
that.  They  will  kill  the  goose  which  lays  the 
golden  egg;  it  will  be  impossible  to  do  business 
there.  And  it  will  be  so  m  Boston.  If  you  drive 
business  away,  of  what  use  will  be  your  parks? 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  vital  matter  that  we  should 
not  increase  the  indebtedness  of  the  city  unless  it 
is  for  something  of  absolute  importance  to  the 
health  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Quincy — The  last  words  of  the  Alder- 
man are  correct — "unless  for  something  impor- 
tant to  the  health  of  the  city."  I  think  that  it  is 
of  absolute  importance  to  the  health  of  the  city 
to  increase  the  debt  m  order  to  have  good  sewer- 
age and  decrease  the  present  extravagant  death 
rate. 

Alderman  Clark— The  rate  of  taxation  in  Boston 
is  a  little  high  just  now,  but  we  don't  propose  to 
keep  it  there  a  great  while.  Prior  to  the  great  fire 
the  rate  was  very  rapidly  reduced.  When  the  rate 
is  reduced  from  $13  to  $11  in  a  few  years,  that  is 
about  as  fast  as  it  can  be  done.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion but  that  the  rate  can  be  reduced  within  the 
next  few  years  to  what  it  was  befoie  the  great 
fire.  It  is  n't  to  be  supposed  that  what  the 
city  of  Boston  did  after  the  great  fire,  when 
she  expended  five  or  six  millions   in  one   year 
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for  widening  streets,  will  be  dous  again.  It 
then  did  what  it  would  not  otherwise  have 
done  in  five  or  ten  years.  A  fortnight 
atter  the  great  fire  the  citizens  said,  Let  us 
improve  that  territory.  The  Alderman  f  loqi  Ward 
10  has  b(  en  benefited  by  that  improvement  and 
the  creating  of  that  debt;  and  so  have  other  citi- 
zens. I  admit  that  the  rate  of  taxation  is  high; 
hut  does  it  frighten  any  of  us  that  we  have  this 
thirty-three  millions  of  additional  taxable  prop- 
erty and  get  $500,000  out  of  it  per  annum,  which 
we  would  n't  hav^  had  if  these  land  speculators 
on  tbe  Back  Bay  had  n't  made  it  for  us  ?  We  are 
so  much  richer '  for  having  tbis  improved -terri- 
tory. I  wautit  distinctly  understood  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  parks,  and  I  don't  believe  we  can  af- 
ford to  do  without  them.  If  ve  establish 
a  public  park  the  increased  valuation  of  the  sur- 
loaiiding  pioperty  will  pay  for  the  entire  expen- 
diture for  the  purchase  of  the  land,  and  tbe  im- 
provement of  it  for  ten  years,  whether  laid  out  in 
Wards  6, 16  or  17.  That  is  th8  experience  of  f- very 
city  in  the  Union,  and  there  is  no  reason  it  should 
not  be  so  in  Boston.  Business  is  dull  jusc  now; 
every  one  m  tr  .de  is  avyareof  that.  But  that  is 
no  sign  11. at  it  is  goine:  to  remain  so  forever.  We 
have  always  had  just  such  times  as  these  every 
few  years;  but  I  believe  '.hat  those  in  business 
will  see  as  good  times  during  the  next 
few  months  as  they  have  ever  seen  in 
the  city  cf  Boston.  We  cannot  afford 
to  stop  these  public  improvements.  Every 
improvement  made  in  the  city  of  Boston  for  the 
last  five  years  has  made  the  city  richer.  No  mem- 
ber of  this  Bo  rd  would  have  the  streets  put  back 
where  they  were  ten  years  ago  if  he  could,  even  if 
the  rate  of  taxation  were  reduced  fifty  per  cent. 
I  trust  the  motion  to  st i ike  out  that  amendment 
will  prevail.  It  is  n't  worth  while  for  us  to  pay 
over  a  certain  amount  each  year  for  sanitary 
measure^,  and  that  amendment  would  perhaps 
prohibit  the  cariying  out  of  any  reconarneadations 
which  this  commission  might  make. 

Alderman  Bui  rage  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

Aldermau  Harris  asked  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  as  to  his  competency  to  vote  upon  this 
amendment,  as  he  and  Alderman  Prescott  had 
voted  the  same  upon  that  question. 

Alderman  Clark  protested  that  Alderman  Har- 
ris had  no  right  to  vote  upon  the  park  question 
under  the  circumstances. 

The  Chair  ruled  th?.t  if  one  Aldeiman  baspaired 
with  another  he  cannot  vote  upon  that  quesf'on. 

Alderman  Harris — My  point  was  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  and  myself  voted  alike  upon 
this  amendment. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  wa«  lost— yeas  5,  nays  5. 

Yeas — A'dermeu  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Quin- 
cy,  Worthington— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,"  Pope,  Power,  Steb- 
bins,  Viles— 5. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  still  fur- 
ther by  inserting  after  the  words  "authorized  or 
made,"  rhe  words  "'without  authority  from  the 
Legislature."  If  it  is  desirable  to  create  a  loan, 
application  to  the  Legislature  can  be  made  at  auy 
time. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  if  that  proviso  might 
not  be  put  into  the  act. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  said  it  would  if  the  Legisla- 
ture so  decided,  and  they  will  be  competent  to 
pass  upon  it. 


Alderman  Burrage  thought  the  last  proposed 
amendment  rather  matle  nonsense  of  the  whole 
thing. 

Tbe  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote — T  for,  1  against — and  the 
order  was  passed— yeas  6,  nays  4. 

Yeas  — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark.  O'Brien, 
Quiucy,  Stebbins, Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Burrage,  Pope,  Power,  Viles — 
i. 

Subsequently  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote,  made  by  Alderman  Clark,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail,  was  lost—  yeas  3,  nays  7. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Power,  Viles — 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien.  Pope, 
Quiocy,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 7. 

The  order  as  passed  is  appended  with  the 
original  amendments  in  biackets,  anc  the  amend- 
ments adopted  today  iu  quotation  marks: 

Ordered,  That  his'Honor  the  Mayor  he  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  "now  m  session, 
tor  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
purchase,  or  otherwise  take,  lands  ^\ithin'the 
limits  of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out 
public  parks,  and  also  autho; iziug  the  assessment 
of  betterments  upon  the  adjoining  lands  benefited 
by  the  i-ctablishment  of  such  parks;  [provided, 
however,  that  no  expenditure  shall  be  authorized 
or  made  "  without  authority  frOm  he  Legislature." 
for  the  purchase  or  improvement  of  any  land  ex- 
ceeding in  amount  the  -urn  raised  by  taxation  and 
appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  all  money  actually  received  by  the  city 
for  betterments  assessed  upon  adjoining  lands]; 
[said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  tbe  legal  voters  present,  and  voting 
thereon  at  meetings  duly  called  for  that  purpose 
in  the  seveial  wares]  "at  the  next  State  election." 

Sent  down. 

COMMISSION  TO  INVESTIGATE  SUBJECT  OF  SEWER- 
AGE . 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  order  passed  by  this  Board, 
Feb.  23, 1875,  authorizii.g  ch'e  Mayor  to  appoint  a 
commission  to  report  upon  the  present  sewerage 
of  the  citv,  be  so  fat  modified— iu  case  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  should  deem  it  expedient — as  to  make 
the  said  commissiou  consist  of  two  civil  engineers 
and  one  competent  person,  skilled  iu  the  subject 
of  sanitary  science,  instead  of  three  civil  engineers, 
as  juovided  in  the  order  quoted  above;  the  said 
commission  shall,  in  addition  to  investigating  and 
reporting  upon  the  several  subjects  recited  in  the 
original  order,  report  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  expense  of  any  plan  or  plaus  for  a  system  of 
sewerage  submitted  by  them. 

Aldeiman  Stehbius  explained  the  order,  repeat- 
ing the  substauce  of  it  as  above,  and  moved  that 
it  take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris  desired  the  order  to  lie  over 
as  it  had  just  come  up  for  the  first  time,  and  he 
moved  that  it  be  specially  assigned  for  the  next 
meeting. 

Aldeiman  Stehbins  said  the  original  order 
came  up  in  the  same  way,  hut  the  committee  op- 
posed having  it  lie  over."  The  modification  pio- 
posed  is  very  simple. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  aud  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  ihe 
Board  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MARCH    4,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardinan,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM     THE     BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN     FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Notice  of  John  E.  Fitzgerald  of  dissatisfaction 
with  assessment  for  raising  grade  of  estate  on 
Northampton-street  district,  and  resignation  of 
Joseph  Buckley  as  au  Oversear  of  the  Poor.  Sever- 
ally referred. 

A  communication  from  the  Street  Commission- 
ers, in  relation  to  the  widening  of  School  street, 
came  down  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets  with  the  request  that  they  furnish  an  ap- 
proximate estimate  of  the  cost  of  said  widening. 
The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference  and  in- 
structions, with  the  following  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4:  "And  that  the  com- 
mittee he  requested  to  report,  also,  the  cost  of 
widening  Beacon  street  on  the  east  side  between 
Tremont  and  Somerset  streets;  also  the  cost  of 
widening  Beacon  street  on  both  sides  from  Somer- 
set to  Park  street  on  the  main  line  of  the  build- 
ings."   Sent  up. 

Communication  from  City  Messenger  giving  no- 
I  ice  of  appointment  of  Foster  M.  Spurrand  Henry 
B.  Lotts  as  First  and  Second  Assistant  Messenger, 
respectively.    Confirm-ii. 

Order  for  the  employment  of  necessaiy  assist- 
ance in  Department  for  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings, 
at  not  exceeding  §2000.  Pissed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Repoit  and  order  for  a  permit  to  J.  Arthur  Peck 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Boston  &  Lowell 
Railroad  quay  No.  21,  Charlestown.  Order  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  nominating  Ed  ward  Hatch  as  Inspector 
in  Chief  of  Lighters,  and  Johu  Kenney,  John  J. 
Caddigan  and  John  C.  Brooks  as  assistants,  and 
certificate  of  the  election  of  said  persons  to  such 
offices  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  laid  over. 

Order  authorizing  tne  Mayor  to  petition  for  an 
act  for  the  purchase  or  taking  of  lands  within  the 
city  for  public  parks,  and  for  the  assessment  of 
betterments  on  adjoining  lands  benefited ;  no  ex- 
penditure to  be  made,  without  authority  from 
the  Legislature,  for  the  purchase  or  improvement 
of  land,  exceeding  the  sums  raised  by  taxation 
appropriated  by  the  City  Council,  and  received  by 
betterment;  said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless 
accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  at  the 
next  State  "election. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  thought  this  an  impor- 
tant matter,  and  likely  to  provoke  discussiot.,  and, 
as  there  were  two  special  assignments  already,  he 
moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table  for  the  time 
being,  which  motion  was  adopted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  a  room  to  be  fitted  up  for  a 
laboratory  in  the  basement  of  the  Roxbury  High 
Schoolhouse.    Passed  and  sent  up. 

AUDITOR'S  ESTIMATES. 

The  followi  g  [City  Doc.  No.  321  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  1 
City  Hall,  Feb.  27.  1875.  ) 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council:  Sir— Conforming  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  finance,  I 
have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  City  Council 
the  accompanying  estimates  of  the  amount  of 
money  which  will  be  required  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk 
for  the  financial  year  1875-76,  commencing  May  I, 
'875,  and  terminating  April  30, 1876.  The  financial 
year  embraces  the  Auditor's  draft  payable  May  1, 
the  date  of  its  commencement.  The  amount  for 
State  tax  is  omitted  from  the  estimates  this  year, 
as  it  was  from  the  appropriation  and  tax  levy  or- 
der of  last  year,  for  the  reason  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  pass  upon  the  amount  to  be 
taxed  so  late  in  the  session  that  it  cannot  be  em- 
braced with  accuracy  in  the  estimates.  The  tax 
levied  by  the  State  the  assessors  are  required  to 
raise  by'  special  requisition.  The  amount  paid 
last  year  by  Boston,  on  account  of  State  tax,  was 


$802,120,  and  it  will  probably  be  the  same  the 
present  year. 

The  calculations  for  interest  and  premium,  and 
for  the  county  ol  Suffolk,  are  made  close,  and  the 
estimates  of  the  several  departments  have  under- 
go ;.e  careful  scrutiny  by  committees,  in  some  in- 
stances reduced  by  them,  and  seem  to  bear  evi- 
dence of  being  based  upon  the  i  etual  wants  and 
requirements  of  the  various  departments,  without 
requiring  any  additions  to  them  during  the  year; 
and  those  having  charge  of  each  appropriation 
should  have  this  fact  constantly  in  vie  rf,  as  it  is 
very  important,  as  the  estimates  of  many  depart- 
ini  nts  are  more  general  than  usual,  that  nothing 
should  be  undertaken  which  the  appropriation  to 
which  it  is  chargeable  cannot  meet.  Strict  ac- 
countaoility  in  this  respect  should  be  adheivdto. 
The  rules  or  the  City  Council  adopted  this  year 
are  al-o  very  explicit  nat  no  expenditure  shall  ne 
made  not  contemplated  at  the  tune  the  appropria- 
tion was  made,  without  the  sanction  of  the  City 
Council  first  oeing  obtained  therefor  and  pro- 
vision made  for  the  same.  It  is  a  source  of  con- 
gratulation tha"  in  meeting  the  actual  wants  of 
the  municipality,  and  avoiding  the  borrowing  of 
mouey  for  other  than  for  tbe  additional  supply  of 
water,  extension  of  the  water  works,  and  exten- 
sive and  costly  street  lrnpiovements,  the  tax  per 
each  thousand  dollar0  will  be  largely  reduced 
from  last  year,  as  will  be  seen. 

The  estimated  expenditures  for  1875-70  are  $12,188,805.00 
The  estimated  income  for  1875-70  is 2,804,425.00 


$(1,324,380.00 
To  which  add  three  per  cent,  for  the  amount 
of  taxes  which  will  not  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  during  the  financial  year- 270,731.00 

We  have  a  total  which  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  should  be  the 
tax  for  UJ75,  exclusive  of  the  State  tax..    $9,004,111.00 


The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  appropria- 
tions asked  for  and  |income  co  be  received  com- 
pared with  the  estimates  for  1875: 

1x75-76.  1874-75. 

Appropriations $12,188,805.00       813,045,143.00 

Income 2,X(J4,405.00  2,728,850.00 

9,324,380.00  10.010,203.00 

Percentage 279,731.00  327,480.00 

$0,004,111.00       $11,243,782.00 


Showing  a  reduction 
mates  and  percentage, 
cial  year  of  1875-76,  of 
that  of  1874-75. 

Placing  tlje  tax  to 
same  as  last  year,  the 
the  year  exhibit  the 
with' that  of  last  year : 


Citv  and  county . 
State  


of  the  appropriation  esti- 
less  revenue  for  the  finan- 
$1,639,671,  compared  with 

be  paid  to  the  State  at  the 
estimated  tax  warrants  for 
following  result,  compared 


1875. 
.  $0,004,111.00 
.       802,120.00 


1874. 
$11,243,782.00 
802,120.00 


$10,406,231.00        $12,045,902.00 


The  amount  that  can  be  added  bj  the  assessors, 
by  authority  of  section  32,  chapter  11,  of  th<;  Gen- 
eral Statutes,  for  abatements,  etc.,  must  not  ex- 
ceed five  per  centum.  The  amount  that  vas  add- 
ed last  year  was  4  72-100  per  cent.  During  the  last 
forty  years,  with  a  single  exception,  the  taxable 
valuation  has  shown  an  annual  increase.  The 
valuation  of  1860  was  $276,861,000.  The  causes 
that  compelled  a  reduction  to  $275,760,100,  in  1861, 
although  comparatively  a  small  one,aretoo  obvious 
to  require  comment.  In  view  of  the  depression 
of  business,  which  has  now  continued  for  many 
months  over  the  whole  country,  the  year  1875  must 
be  an  exceptional  year.  Certain  classes  of  prop- 
erty have  unquestionably  decreased  in  value,  and 
must  be  assessed  at  a  lower  rate.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  books  of  the  Department  for  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings  show  that  $16,797,735  have 
been,  during  the  past  year,  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  new  buildings.  Takiog  the  valuation 
of  1874,  $798,755,050,  and  assuming  that  the  valua- 
tion of  1875  cai  be  safely  placed  at  say  $800,000,000, 
the  rate  of  taxation  upon  the  estimates  submitted 
will,  in  my  opinion  be  less  than  $14  per  each  one 
thousand  dollars— a  material  reduction  from  the 
rate  ($15.60  per  thousand)  levied  last  year,  and 
about  the  average  rate  for  the  last  eleven  years, 
$13.83.  '    „ 

The  Auditor's  and  Treasurer's  departments 
ha\e  been  placed  as  regular  standing  appropria- 
tions, the  expenses  incurred  by  these  departments 
having  heretofore  been  charged  to  the  appropria- 
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tions  for  Salaries  and  Printing;  and  Stationery. 
The  appropriations  asked  for  the  latter  purposes 
have  in  consequence  been  reduced.  Tue  estab- 
lishment of  four  Municipal  District  Courts  and 
the  rearrangement  of  papers  in  the  Probate  Court, 
cause  an  increase  m  the  appropriation  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk.  The  Boaid  of  Directors  tor 
Public  Institutions  require  $29,400  additional  for 
the  current  expenses  of  the  several  institutions, 
and  an  appropriation  of  $40,000  for  a  new  steam- 
boat, and  $16,500  for  a  new  wharf  at  Raiusford 
Island,  which  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions of  the  City  Council  approved,  but  they  re^ 
jected  an  application  of  the  Board  for  $45,000 
for  a.  new  building  for  truants  at  Deer  Island. 
The  total  of  excess  foe  this  board  over  that 
required  last  year  is  $60,400.  The  communications 
from  the  board  are  refeired  to  for  information 
respecting  the  new  appropriations  asked  for.  The 
amount  for  the  Lamp  Department  is  increased 
$56,000,  for  inereasLg  the  number  of  lamps,  prin- 
cipally in  the  outlying  wards.  Foe  the  care,  clean- 
ing and  repairing  of  the  schoolhouses,  the  amount 
shows  an  increase  of  $21,000;  and  for  the  like  pur- 
poses for  public  buildings,  $23,000.  The  Overseers 
of  the  Poor's  requisition  is  $40,975  in  excess  of  last 
year,  principally  caused  by  the  alteration  of  the 
settlement  law  by  the  Legislature  of  1874.  The 
appropriation  for  Annuities  is  not  continued,  as 
the  three  amounts  heretofore  charged  to  the  same 
will  be  paid,  two  from  the  appropriation  for 
Widening  Streets  and  one  from  that  for  Incidental 
Expenses. 

The  principal  items  of  reduction  ate  shown  to 
be  on  those  le quired  for  new,  completion  and  im- 
provement ot  buddings,  $909,000;  $300,000  for  pav- 
ing, grading  and  repair  of  streets;  and  $307,000 
for  the  Coc  hituate  Water  Works.  The  principal 
losses  in  the  income  account  are  $50,000  from 
sewers  and  $20,000  from  the  East  Boston  ferries. 
The  amount  asked  for  the  ferries  is  $24,900  less 
than  last  year.  In  relation  to  the  large  loss  of  in- 
come from  the  Sewer  Department  compaied  with 
tlie  estimate  of  last  year,  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  in  his  annual  report  to  the  City  Couucil 
says— 

"While  the  amount  expended  for  sewers  the 
past  year  is  as  large  as  usual,  the  amount  of  as- 
sessments levied  has  been  only  about  one  half  that 
of  1873,  and  this  disparity  will  increase  unles;.  some 
chauge  can  be  effected  in  the  law  and  ordinance 
now  governing  assessments.  The  statute  pre- 
scribes that  the  cost  ot  a  sewer  shall  he  propor- 
tioned upon  the  persons  who  receive  benefit  there- 
from, and  the  ordinance  directs  that  the  benefit 
shall  be,  practically,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of 
the  abutting  land.  Whi-ie  the  sewers  throughout 
a  section  are  of  nearly  the  same  size  -%nd  cost  of 
construction,  and  each  abutter  is  assessed  for  his 
propoition  of  the  cost  of  the  sewer  opposite  his 
property  at  the  time  of  construction,  it  is  evident 
that  all  would  pay  approximately  alike  in  propor- 
tion to  the  area  of  their  lots.  But  where  a  large 
district  is  to  be  drained  by  one  great  trunk  sewer, 
with  lateral  branches  constructed  at  intervals 
through  a  long  series  of  yeai",  it  is  obviously  uu- 
just  to  assess  upon  abutting  property  the  cost  of 
the  large  sewer,  which  is  built  for  the  future  ben- 
efit of  a  great  district,  and  it  is  impossible,  under 
our  present  laws,  to  apportion  any  of  the  cost 
upon  the  property  not  abutting,  but  which  will 
ultimately  use  it,  so  that  the  city  no  longer  col- 
lects thiee-fourths  the  cost  of  building  sewers, 
but  hardly  one-feu-th.  The  experience  of  this 
department  has  also  shown  that  benefit  from 
sewers  should  be  assessed  rather  upon  area  than 
upon  value  of  land,  it  generally  happening  that  the 
land  of  least  value  (by  law  now  assessed  the  least) 
is  the  most  benefited  by  the  sewer." 

He  suggests  an  application  to  the  Legislature, 
to  enable  the  city  to  collect  its  proper  proportion 
of  the  cost.  The  comparison  of  the  estimates  for 
1875-76  with  the  actual  appropriations  for  1871-75. 
ano  of  the  estimated  income  for  the  same  time 
compared  with  the  estimates  of  1874-75,  may  be 
found  in  the  following  tables,  on  pages  8,  9,  10: 

Appropriations  0/1874-75.    Estimates  for  1875-76. 

Estimated. 

1874-5  1875-6        Iticr'se  Decr'se 
Addition  to  City 

Hospital $100,000  $190,000 

Advertising 6,000  4,000           ....          2,000 

Annuities 512  —  512 

Armories   25,000  28,000         3,000 

Assessors'      De- 
partment         104,729  109,000         4.271 

Auditor's  Dep't.            ....  17.000       17.000 


Board  ot  Health, 
Quarantine  De- 
partment and 
Evergreen 
Cemetery 122,700 

Boston  Harbor. .         10,000 

Bridges 52,000 

Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery 3,000 

Charles  River 
and  Warren 
Bridges 45,102 

Chestnut  Hill 
Driveway 18,500 

City  Hospital ....       120,000 

City  Registrar's 
Department....         12,400 

Common,  Public 
Squares,  etc 115,700 

Completion  of 
Buildings -    125,000 

Contingen  t 
Funds 10,000 

Cormtv  of  Suf- 
folk        350,000 

East  Boston  Fer- 
ries         270,000 

Engineer's  De- 
partment         30,881 

FireDepartment, 
Fire  Alarms, 
Bells  and 
Clocks 751,892 

Health  Dep't....       446.607 

Improvment  of 
Buildings 40,000 

Incidental  Exp's         87,000 

Inspection  of 
Buildings 22,000 

Interest  and  Pre- 
mium      2,055,000 

Lamps 455,500 

Markets 11,195 

Mt.Hope  Ceme'y         17,500 

New  Buildings, 
Health  Dep't.. 

New  Engine 
Houses 130,000 

JN  ew  School 
Buildings. 350,000 

Overseers  of  the 
Poor 101,825 

Old  Claims 1,500 

Paving.  Grading 
and  Repairs  of 
Streets 1,300,000 

Police 865,000 

Printing  and  Sta- 
tionery          38.000 

Public  Baths 40,000 

Public  Buildings       107,000 

Public  Institu-    . 
tions,  viz. : 
House  ot  In- 
dustry        210,000 

House  of  Cor- 
rection         110.000 

Lunatic  Hos- 
pital   65,000 

Pauper  Expen- 
ses          60,000 

Steamboat  "H. 

Morrison,"...         20,000 
Office  Expen- 
ses   9.00H 

New  Laundry 
Building     at 
Deer  Island..         15,000 
New    Steam- 
boat   

New  Wharf  at 
Rainsford 
Island 

Public  Lands....  6,000 
Public  Library...       135,000 
Registration    o  f 
V o  t  e  r  s    and 
Election     Ex- 
penses          20.000 

Reserved  Fund. .        300.000 

Salaries 101,000 

Schools  and 
Schoolhouses, 
viz.: 

School  Instruc- 
tors      1,256,600 

School  Expen- 
ses, S  chool 
Committee...  119.400 
Salaries  of  Offi- 
cers, School 
Committee...  35,400 
Schoolhouses, 
Com.     Public 

Buildings 332,000 

Seh'lhouseSites.        182.000 
Sealers    Weights 

*  Measures 7,400 

Sewers 300,000 

Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  2,800 


112,500 
10,000 
58,000 

eio'oo 

10,200 

5,000 

2,000 

45,102 

5,000 
120,000 

13,500 

12,700 

300 

100,000 

15,700 

36,000 

89.000 

10,500 

500 

365,000 

15,000 

245,100 

24,900 

29,000 

1,88) 

731,305 
430,000 

20,587 
16,607 

87',666 

40,000 

22,000 

2,028,000 

511.500 

10,000 

20,000 

56^000 

2,500 

27,000 
l',i95 

16,000 

16,000 

20,000 

110,000 

70,000 

320,000 

142,800 
1,500 

40,975 

1,000,000 
865,0u0 

300.00* 

37,000 
30,000 
130,000 

23.666 

1.001 
10.00C 

230,000 

20,000 

118,000 

8,000 

65,000 

61,400 

1,400 

20,000 

9,000 

15.000 


40,000   40,000 


16,500 

16,500 

8.000 
118.000 

2,000 

n'666 

25,000 
300.000 
55,000 

5,000 

46,666 

,259,800 

3,200 

114,000 

5,400 

35,900 

500 

353,000 
6.000 

21,000 

iTn'.ooo 

6,200 
300.000 

1,200 

MARCH 


18  7  5 


1U5 


Surveyor's  De- 
partment   59,000  54,000  ....  5,000 

Treasurer's    De- 

Wiartment 
ater  Works 

Water  Works,  In- 
terest and  Pre- 
mium  

West   Boston    & 

Cragie'sBridges 

Wid'uiug  Streets 

Totals  $13,645,143  $12,188,805  $355,446  $1,811,784 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  in- 
come of  1874-75  compared  with  that  of  1875-76,  with 
the  increase  and  decrease  in  each : 

Estimated  Estimated 

1874-75.         1875-70.       Inc.    Dec. 

Armories $16,000       $16,000         

Board  of  Health  and 
Quarantine  


787^500 

34,300 
480,500 

34,300 

307,666 

711,000 

717,000 

6,000 

29,500 

300,000 

40,500 
300,000 

11,000 

Bridges 

♦Charles    River   and 

Warren  bridges 

City  hospital 

Corporation  tax 

County  of  Suffolk 

East  Boston  ferries. . 

Fees 

Fire  Department 

Health    Department. 


4,000 


1,250 

2,500 

3511,000 

180,000 

220,0(10 

6,1011 

2,000 

28,300 

Interest....". 140,000 


Outstanding  Taxes.. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Paving 

Police 

Public  Institutions... 

Public  Library 

Kents 

Schools 

Sewers 

Unclaimed   Drafts. 


450,000 
22,200 
25,000 
8,000 
60,000 
2,11110 
125,000 
25,0(10 
100,000 
1,500 


Water  Works 1,010,000 


6,0.10 
1,325 


2,500 

350,000 

130.0110 

200,000 

5,000 

2,000 

20,200 

175,000 

475,000 

30,500 

50,000 

8,000 

55,000 

2,000 

125,000 

19.000 

50,000 

1,500 

1,130,500 


$2,000 
1,325 


$1,250 


20,000 
200 


000 
35,000 
25,000 
8,360 
25,000 


5,000 

o'.ooo 

50,000 


120,500 


Totals 


$2,728,850  $2,864,425  $218,025  $82,450 


♦Included  in  Bridges,  1875-76. 
Total  decrease  of  estimated  appropriations 

for  1875-76 $1,811,784.00 

Total  increase  of  estimated  appropriations 

for  1875-76 355,446.00 

Net  decrease  of   estimated  appropriations 
for  1875-76 $1 ,456,338.00 


Income. 

Estimated  income  1875-76 $2,864!425.00 

1874-75 2,728,850.00 


Increase  of  income  1875-76 $135,575.00 


Percentage  of  Taxes. 
3  per  cent,  on  amount   required  ($10,910,293) 

In  1874-75 $327,489.00 

3  per  cent,  on   amount  required  ($9,324,380) 

in    1875-76 279,731.00 


Decrease  in  1875-76 $47,758.00 


Recapitulation. 
Net  decrease  of  appropriations  in  1875-76... $1,456,338.00 

Net  decrease  of  percentage  in  1875-76 47r758.00 

Increase  of  income  in  1875-76 135,575.00 

Decrease  of  the  tax  as  before  stated $1,639,671.00 


The  accompanying  communications,  which  I 
have  received  from  the  several  boards,  depart- 
ments and  committees,  give  the  details  of  the  ap- 
piopriations  which  they  require.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

ALFRED  T.  TURNER, 

Auditor  of  Accounts. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9. 
to  the  Committee  on   Finance  with    such   as   the 
Board  or  Aldermen  may  join.    Sent  up. 

PETITION    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Sarah 
M.  Bemis  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received 
from  a  tall  in  Brooks  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  for  the  J  jiDt  Committee 
on  Claims  submitted  a  report  lecommending- 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  William  Wilson 
to  be  compensated  for  injuries  to  his  wife  by  a 
fall  in  Billerica  street.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  submitted  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Martin  Hayes  and  Alfred  Newhall,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following  orders : 


Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  a  lot 
of  land  on  Albany  street,  corner  of  Newton  street, 
as  sold  by  the  city  to  Alfred  Newhall  in  1872,  be 
extended  to  April  1,  1876,  upon  condition  that  he 
pays  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the 
sum  of  $100  within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of 
this  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  a  lot 
of  land  on  Fourth  street  as  sold  by  the  city  to 
Martin  Hayes,  be  extended  to  April  1,  1876,  upon 
condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $100  within  ten  days 
from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
up. 

COLUMBUS-AVENUE   EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  beg 
leave  to  report  that  there  are  before  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  for  the  final  settlements  of  damages  for 
the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  to  Park  square 
two  orders  to  pay  abutters  on  said  avenue  amount- 
ing to  $20,162.92;' and  that  there  remains  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  improvements  but  $11, 285.30, 
leaving  a  required  balance  of  $8877.62  tor  its 
completion.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  upon  consultation  with  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  oi  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  that 
this  deficit  con  be  borne  by  the  regular 
appromtation  for  Widening  Streets,  and  the  com- 
mittee therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  for  the  transfer  therefrom 
of  the  amount  required,  with  a  small  amount  for 
contingencies,  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Exten- 
sion of  Columbus  Avenue: 

Ordered.  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  htieby  authorized  to  transfei  from  the 
appropriation  for  Widening  Stieets  to  that  of  the 
Extension  of  Columbus  Avenue  the  sum  of  $9000. 

Refei  red  to  Hie  Committee  on  Finance,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7.    Sent  up. 

LIABILITY   OF  THE  CITY   IN  THE  MATTER  OF  LAY- 
ING  OUT  SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  who  were  requested  to  obtain  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  liability  of  the  city  in  case  Swett  street  is  not 
entered  upon  and  built,  submitted  a  report  trans- 
mitting the  following: 

City    Solicitor's   Office,  ) 

2  Pemberton  Square,     | 

Boston,  March  3, 1875. ) 

Sir— I  have  considered  the  questions  you  sub- 
mitted to  me,  under  the  order  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  25th  ult.,  relating  to  Swett  street. 
The  facts  of  the  case  as  I  understand  them  are  as 
follows :  The  street  was  duly  laid  out  by  the  Street 
Commissioners,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  City 
Council,  in  December,  1874,  but  no  entry 
has  been  made  upon  the  land  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  the  street.  The 
owners  of  some  of  the  land  over  which  the  street 
was  laid  conveyed  those  lands  to  the  city  upon 
condition  that  the  street  should  be  built.  Certain 
peisons  subscribed  to  pay  sums  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  about  $60,000  towards  the  expenses 
of  building  the  street,  provided  the  street  should 
be  laid  out,  graded,  and  fitted  for  use  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  July,  1876.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, if  the  street  shall  Dot  be  built,  and  the 
laying  out  be  allowed  to  be  lost  by  lapse  of  time, 
the  liability  of  thd  city  on  this  account  will  be  in 
my  opinion — 

1.  To  pay  the  owners  of  the  land  taken  for  the 
street  any  damages  they  nave  sustained  or  may 
sustain  by  the  taking  and  holding  of  their  lands 
until  the  laying  out  shall  have  become  void,  which 
will  be  in  December,  1876. 

2.  To  forfeit  the  title  to  the  lands  which  were 
conveyed  to  the  city  to  be  used  for  the  street. 

3.  To  relinquish  the  subscriptions  made  as  con- 
tributions to  the  expenses  ot  building  the  street. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 
D.  P.  Kimball,  Esq  ., 
Chairman  Judiciary  Committee 

of  the  Common  Council. 
The   report    was    accepted.     Subsequently,   on 
motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  City  Solici- 
tor's opinion  was  ordered  printed. 

transfers  of  appropriations. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Committee  on 

Finance,  submitted  a  report  on  the  requests  of  the 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  Committee  on  Public 

Buildings  for  additional  appropriations,  recom- 
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mending  toe  passage  of  the  accompanying;  order, 
with  a  provision  in  the  same,  passed  each  year, 
giving  the  Auoitor  of  Accounts  authority  to  make 
transfers  for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  books  at 
the   termination   of   the   present  financial  year: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transf  ei  from  the  un- 
expended balances  '  of  appropriations  of  this 
financial  year  to  the  appropriation  tor  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  $25,000;  to  that  for  Primary  school- 
house,  Newbuiy  str>et,  the  sum  of  $5000 -also  to 
make  such  transfers  of  appropriations  as  are  re- 
quired to  make  up  deficiences  in  other  appropria- 
tions, and  such  others  as  may  be  necessary  in 
closing  the  business  of  the  financial  year  which 
terminates  April  30, 1875 ;  all  such  transfers  to  be 
reported  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  ratifica- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  the  order  read  a  second  time 
and  passed — yeas  59,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  SWETT  STREET  TO  BE  DELAYED. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  neither  the  Street  Commissioners 
nor  other  agents  of  the  city  of  Boston  shall  enter 
upon  or  take  possession  of  auy  lands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  Swett  street  until  the  further 
ordering  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Waid  6— I  desire  to  say  in  ex- 
planation of  that  order  that  the  first  step  i  u  laying 
out  streets  and  highways,  as  is  well  known,  is  to 
locate  and  lay  tbem  out  upon  paper.  That  has 
already  been  done  by  the  Council.  The  second 
step  is  to  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  the 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  street. 
As  the  liability  of  the  cityis  greater  af tpr  the  land 
is  taken  than  it  is  when  the  street  is  merelv  laid 
out  upon  paper,  and  as  no  appropriation  has  been 
passed,  and  as  we  might  be  involved  in  greater 
liabilities  either  by  the  Street  Commissioners  or 
other  agents  of  the  city  taking  possession  of  the 
street,  1  hope  that  tje  order  will  be  passed  that  no 
such  action  be  taken  until  the  appropriation  is 
made. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—  I  would  like  to  know 
what  would  be  the  position  of  the  city  if  a  majori- 
ty of  this  Council  should  pass  an  order  authoriz- 
ing contracts  to  be  made  for  the  constiuction  of 
Swett  street,  and  then  the  proposition  to  borrow 
the  money  for  that  purpose  should  fail  to  get  the 
necessary  two-thirds  vote.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  would  he  the  liability  in  this  case,  and  I  wish 
some  gentleman  of  more  parliamentary  experi- 
ence than  I  have  would  enlighten  me. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  rise  because  I 
have  had  the  parliamentary  experience;  but.  as  I 
understand  it  now,  we  have  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  which  has  been  ordered  1o  be 
printed,  and  that  this  subject  will  be  laid  upon 
the  table  to  allow  members' to  consider  it  and  to 
ascertain  what  the  effect  of  that  action  will  be.  I 
hope  the  order  of  the  gentlemau  from  Ward  6 
will  pass,  so  that  while  this  subject  is  under  con- 
sideration no  agent  of  the  city  will  take  any  steps 
that  will  involve  the  city. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — As  this  subject, which  is 
assigned  for  this  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  is  about 
to  come  up.  1  can  see  no  necessity  for  passing  the 
order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  nd  I  move 
to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  question 
of  Swett  street  will  be  pressed  tonight  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  th«  matter  in  charge,  and  it  was 
for  that  reason  that  I  introduced  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — There  is  an  order  on  the 
table  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  contract  for 
the  construction  of  Swett  street,  but  there  is  no 
power  to  do  anything  till  the  appropiiatiou  is 
made.  I  have  no  desire  to  press  the  matter  to- 
night and  my  object  in  moving  to  have  the  City 
Solicitor's  opinion  printed  was  that  it  might  be  a 
guide  for  the  members  in  voting  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  was  about  to  express 
the  same  opinion,  and  would  add  that  the  passage 
of  the  order  would  look  like  a  reflection  upon  any 
parties  connected  with  this  Swett-street  improve- 
ment. I  should  n't  wish  the  idea  to  get  abroad 
that  there  was  any  underhanded  measures  used  to 
commit  the  city. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6--There  is  safety  in  the 
passage  of  this  older.  The  gentleman  last  up 
must  agree  with  me  that  it  is  best  to  stop  whsre 
we  are  and  examine  this  question,  and  see  what 
the  liability  of  the  city  and  the  railroad  is.  We 
don't  know  what  entering  upon  and  taking  pos- 


session of  the  land  may  mean, — and  whether  it 
is  n't  possible  to  enter  upon  and  take  possession, 
n  the  language  of  the  law,  and  so  comm.t  the  city 
to  the  greater  expenditure,  even  though  the  order 
for  the  contracts  had  not  been  passed. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — As  an  advocate  of  the 
extension  ot  Swett  street,  and  believing  that  its 
advocates  do  not  wish  to  take  any  unfair  advan- 
tage, I  will  withdraw  the  motion*  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  EMPLOY   OF  CITY. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  a:joiot  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  thiee  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  what  action 
should  be  taken  in  order  to  equalize  the  pay  of  the 
laborers  in  the  several  departments  of  the  City 
Government. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  trust  the  gentleman 
will  give  some  explanation  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — I  have  been  requested 
several  times  by  parties  employed  in  different  de- 
partments to  ascertain  why  the  pay  was  n't  uni- 
form with  that  of  other  departments,  bat  I  have 
failed  to  find  it  out.  I  have  spoke .  to  several  gen- 
tlemen on  the  committee,  and  they  told  me  the 
only  way  to  find  out  was  to  offer  this" order. 

Mr.  Peikins— I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass,  as 
it  will  look  like  a  leflection  upon  the  beads  of  de- 
partments, who,  it  is  assumed,  are  competent  to 
hire  men  and  pay  such  wages  as  seem  best  for  the 
men  and  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  this 
would  look  like  an  undue  reflection  upon  them.  I 
can  see  no  practical  good  to  come  from  it. 

Mr.  Anderson — Beitig  a  member  of  the  Salary 
Committee  I  made  some  allusion  to  this  thing  and 
I  was  told  that  the  only  way  it  could  get  parties  to 
come  forward  and  tell  the  reason  was  to  offer  this 
order.    I  hope  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22 — I  have-heard  complaints 
in  Charlestown  on  this  very  subject,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass,  as  I  can"  see  no  harm  in  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  the  order  is  in  the 
right  direction.  I  ^m  sorry  to  differ  fiotn  my 
friend  from  Ward  16,  who  i  generally  so  correct, 
but  I  don't  think  he  appreciates  this  matter. 
There  is  gross  inequality  in  the  pay  of  laborers  by 
the  heads  of  departments;  I  have  heard  it  com- 
plained of  ever  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
City  Government.  It  certainly  can  do  no  harm, 
and  I  hope  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Any  person  who  has 
watched  a  g*iig  of  city  men  working  will  see  a 
very  remarkable  difference  in  the  work  they  do. 
Some  are  steady,  industrious  and  hard  workers: 
others  do  very  little  work;  some  almost  none.  I 
have  been  surprised  to  see  how  little  some  can  do, 
when  I  have  stopped  to  watch  them.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  persons  to  decide  on  the  pay  aie  the 
heads  of  the  departments,  and  that  they  will  pay 
men  what  they  are  «orth,  aud  to  insist  "that  they 
should  pay  all  alike  is  hardly  a  judicial  transac- 
tion. It  would  be  wise  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  ■ 
those  who  are  responsible. 

Mr.  Anderson  ot  Ward  3— The  gentlemau  speaks 
of  the  beads  of  departments.  I  don't  understand 
that  they  turn  out  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
to  look  after  these  meu,nm-  does  the  gentleman 
himself  turn  out  at  that  time,  but  when  he  sees 
them  they  are  pretty  well  played  out.  But  they 
don't  stop  there ;  tney  have  to"  work  through  the 
day  and  go  on  at  the  same  time  next  morning. 

Mr.  Harrigau  cf  Ward  1 — I  don't  understand 
that  the  passage  of  this  order  will  reflect  unou  the 
heads  of  departments.  It  will  be  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  ascertaiu  why  the  wages  of  the 
men  are  not  equalized.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  to 
me  at  least,  that  certain  laboiers  in  the  same 
gang  get  more  wages  than  certain  other 
ones  tor  doing  no  more  work  than  men 
alongside  of  them  do  for  less  money.  The 
heads  of  departments  may  not  really  know 
what  those  men  do;  they  may" think  they  are  en- 
gaged in  some  little  slight  handicraft  of  sweeping 
streets  and  shovelling  snow.  This  ordrr  cannot 
affect  any  head  of  a  department,  and  it  may  go 
far  towards  righting  a  wrong  that  the  laborers 
think  exists.  There  are  several  hundreds  of  them, 
and  we  know  their  lot  is  hard  enou;  b.  if  they 
don't  work  quite  as  hard  or  do  quite  as  much  as 
some  of  us  would  like  them  to  do.  If  we  don't  do 
any  more,  we  certainly  can  appoint  this  commit- 
tee to  ascertain  what"  their  grievances  are.  If 
they  have  no  grievances,  it  will  do  no  harm :  if 
there  arte,  we  will  right  them.  I  can't  see  how 
any  one  can  object  to  that. 
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Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  move  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting the  Joint  Standing  Committee  cm  Sala- 
ries for  the  appointment  of  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee. It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the  right  com- 
mittee; thev  have  had  charge  of  the  subject,  and 
I  think  they  can  investigate  and  report  better 
than  any  one  else. 

Mr.  Elynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  order  will  pas* 
as  amended  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  and 
for  more  than  ore  reason.  The  one  In  particular 
which  I  have  in  mv  mind  now  is  rhat  they  may  re- 
port to  this  Council  why  it  was  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Lamps  on  the  part  of  the  other  branch  re- 
duced the  salaries  of  the  poor  lamplighters  from 
2y4  cents  to  2  cents  a  lamp,  it  seems  to  me  that 
some  ic  ison  should  huve  been  given  to  the  Coun- 
cil when  the  reduction  was  made  It  appears 
there  is  an  equality  there  at  lei»st.  I  hope  that 
when  their  half  a  million  appropriation  is  asked 
for  the  Council  will  know  why  the  poor  lamplight- 
ers' pav  was  leduced. 

M..  Crocker — The  order,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a 
little  too  broad  in  its  terms.  We  might  pass 
something  a  little  more  definite,  and  >ce  what  is 
aimed  at.'  This  is  to  consider  why  the  wages  in 
all  the  departments  are  different.  Of  course  there 
is  a  reason.  There  are  laborers  of  different  de- 
grees of  skill ;  some  work  <*asy  and  some  hard, 
and  it  seems  to  me  the  committee  would  have  a 
question  of  Indefinite  extent  to  consider.  I  don't 
know  whether  anything  particular  is  aimed  at, 
but  it  seems  to  me  if  there  is,  it  should  be  special- 
ly named  in  the  order,  but  not  appoint  a  commit- 
tee to  see  why  laborers  in  one  department  are 
paid  one  sum  and  in  another  department  auot  er 
sum,  in-  whj  the  laborer?  in  one  gang  in  the  same 
department  are  paid  a  less  sum  6h9n  others.  It 
would  simplify  tne  question  Immensely  to  specify 
something,  (if  course  there  must  be  great  in- 
equalities. 

Mi.  Jaquee  or  Ward  y— 1  see  no  objection  to  the 
passage" of  the  order  if  it  is  amended  as  proposed 
by  my  colleague  from  Ward  9.  1  cannot  under- 
stand the  reason  tor  the  inequalities  alluded  to  by 
the  gen  Hem  an  from  Ward  6,  but  of  course  it.  can- 
not be  supposed  that  the  laborer  who  sweep-:  the 
streets  Should  receive  the  same  salary  as  thi  City 
Treasuier.  The  simple  intention  is  to  find  out 
why  an  inequality  exists  among  laborers  of  the 
same  class. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  don't  understand 
the  object  of  this  oider,  hut  it  seems  to  me  we 
should  be  establishing  rather  a  dangerous  prece- 
dent if  when  one  class  of  m<n  employed  by  the 
city  are  aggrieved  by  their  wages,  they  should 
come  to  the  City  Council  and  have  a  con  mit- 
tee  appointed  to  investigate.  If  they  have  any 
grievances  they  should  go  to  the  paities  with 
whonithcv  contract  and  make  theii  grievances 
known  to  thorn.  I  don't  know  that  we  should  in- 
terfere with  the  beau-  of  departments.  1  hope  the 
order  will  not  pass  unless  some  better  reason  is 
given  than  has  been  given  tonight.  There  must 
be  something  more  in  it  than  merely  50  ascertain 
the  pay  of  the  laborers  and  apportion  it.  I  don't 
kno"  hew  we  could  remedy  it. 

Mr.  Kelly  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  oi  tier  will  pass. 
I  don't  know  that  there  are  diilerent  grades  of  la- 
borers, and  I  have  worked  among  them  for  twen- 
ty-five or  thirty  years.  My  attention  has  been 
brought  to  the  city  laborers  sweeping  the  streets, 
and  I  find  that  they  woik  fu'ly  as  hard  as  the  men 
wno  use  the  pick  and  shovel.  As  to  the  different 
grades.  I  think  they  come  by  favoritism  of  the 
boss.  I  believe  the  city  of  Boston  pays  laborers 
no  more  than  private  citizens  do,  and  i  do  not  see 
why  the  city  should  take  advantage  of  these  hard 
times  anv  more  than  private  citizens  do.  The 
general  wages  is  $2  a  clay,  and  any  private  citizen 
will  pay  that.  It  is  right  to  talk  it  over  here  and 
see  that  the  citizeu  gets  proper  pay  for  his  labo1-, 
and  this  is  the  place  to  decide  the  question.  There 
is  of  course  some  difference  in  laborers— a  strong- 
man will  do  more  work  than  a  weak  man,  and  a 
young  man  more  than  an  old  one;  but  you  will 
find  that  the  men  longest  on  the  list  get  tlie  most 
wages,  even  if  they  do  no  more  work. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22 — The  reason  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  order  is,  I  was  informed  by  a  lamplighter  in 
Charlestown  that,  they  were  not  paid  the  same 
price  for  lighting  lamp's  that  they  are  in  Boston. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Pase  was  ado  itsd. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  moved  to  amend  b\  strik- 
ing out  "several  departments"  and  inserting  in- 
stead, "Health  and  Paving  departments." 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— It  we  are  to  investigate 
the  pay  of  laborers  in  one  department  it  «  ould  be 
better  to  look  into  them  all.    It  certainly  can  do 


no  harm,  and  if  the  couiinitiee  make  an  extended 
investigation  I  think  they  can  furnish  informa- 
tion that  will  be  of  some  benefit  to  u«.  I  don't 
know  what  special  case  called  for  this  order,  but 
it  certainly  seems  to  me  to  be  better  to  pass  the 
order  as  it  is.  The  Lamp  Department  ha*  been 
mentioned,  and  they  may  want  to  include  that  in 
the  list.  The  committee  can  look  into  whatever 
department  rhey  choose  nd  repo:t  to  this  Coun- 
cil. I  hope  the  order  will  pa-s  ithout  specifying 
any  particular  department. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  he  understood  from  the  mover 
that  the  Health  and  Paving  departments  were  al- 
luded to,  but  as  it  was  desirous  to  extend  the 
mattei  he  would  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  order  was  passed  and  dent  up. 

THE  SWETT-8TREET   LOAN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  G  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  consider  the  special  assignment 
tor  eight  o'clock,  viz. :  Order  for  a  loan  of  $476,- 
000,  for  widening,  building  and  extending  Swett 
street  from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue. 

Mr.  Flviin  of  Ward  7  moved  that  it  be  specially 
assigned  tor  8y2  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening, 
but  withdit  w  it  at  the  request  of  Mr".  Kimball, 
who  desired  to  offer  some  amendments  and  give 
his  reason  therefor,  that  they  might  be  considered 
in  connc  ir  ion  with  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  Knnb  11— I  move  to  amend  the  order  by 
striking  out  "$476,000"  and  inserting  '•.$376000": 
also  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  order,  "provided 
that  DO  part  of  said  -tun  s  all  be  used  or  expend- 
ed for  the  purposeof  changing  the  grade  of  the 
railroad  referred  to  in  chapter  387  of  the  acts  of 
1874."  Siuce  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  I 
bave  ascertained  that  there  was  a  special  act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1874,  providing  that 
the  corporation  i  nown  as  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railway  should  lie  at  the 
expense  of  raising  the  grade  of  their  rail- 
road, the  city  to  construct  the  iron  bridges 
aim  abutments,  and  maintain  the  same.  Upon 
inquiry  at  what  I  deem- d  the  proper  office  in  the 
City  Hall,  1  ascertained  that  $100,000  would  not, 
have  been  put  into  this  sum  if  the  interpretation 
had  been  put  upon  that  act  that  I  put  on  it,— that 
is  to  say  that  the  railroad  must  be  at  the  expense 
of  raising  the  grade  of  their  railroad.  1  was  fur- 
ther told  that  the  estimates  embraced  about  $100,- 
000  tor  raising  Hie  grade  of  that  railroad  and  do- 
ing the  work  which  it  belonged  to  that  corpora- 
tion to  do.  For  that  leason  I  think  it  is  not  wise 
to  pass  an  appropriation  of  $476,000  based  upon 
the  estimates  of  the  City  Engineer.  As  the  order 
reads.it  includes  $100,000  for  raisi  ;g  the  grade  of 
that  road.  I  do  not  know  that  in  passing  an  ap- 
propriation of  $476,000  we  necessarily  commit  the 
city,  or  that  the  city  could  not  afterwards  com- 
pel the  railroad  to  raise  the  grade,  but  I  do  think 
it  wise  at  this  time  to  appropriate  not  more  than 
$376,000  if  we  appropriate  anything.  I  suppose 
there  is  scarcely  a  gentleman  "who  does  not  sup- 
pose that  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  make  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  some  matter  connected 
with  the  fini.hing  of  Swett  street,  and  if  we  find 
that  the  city  for  any  reason  must  go  forward  and 
raise  the  grade  of  the  railroad,  then  we  can  appro- 
priate the  money  and  look  to  the  company  to 
reimburse  us,  if  they  are  able.  The  second 
amendment  provides  that  no  part  of  the  $376,- 
000  should  be  used  for  raising  the  grade  of 
the  road,  The  act  of  the  Legislature  con- 
templates that  in  case  the  city  and  rail- 
road company  do  not  agree  upon  a  grade,  that  shall 
be  referred  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners,  who 
shall  fix  the  grade, and  the  grade  having  been  fixed, 
the  company  must  build  it  within  one  year  from 
that  time.  The  act  further  provides  that  the  Su- 
preme Court,  oy  suitable  decree,  shall  have  power 
to  enforce  the  decision  of  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners. It  does  n't  seem  wise  to  me  to  appropri- 
ate $376,000  and  stop  there,  because  it  would  then 
appear  that  that  sum  was  based  upon  these  esti- 
mates. It  should  distinctly  appear  that  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  this  Government  to  use  any  por- 
tion of  this  money  to  do  that  which  another  party 
is  bound  to  do.  I  shall  not  object  to  a  further  as- 
signment if  any  ger.tleman  desires  it. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  agiee  with  tin  re- 
remarks  of  the  last  gentleman.  If  this  matter 
foes  over  till  next  week  I  think  we  can  reduce  it 
50,000  more,  and  that  $300,000  will  be  sufficient  to 
finish  this  work.  In  the  estimates  given  by  the 
committee,  there  is  for  filling  Swett  street  (includ- 
ing slopes)  23,000  squares  at  $6,  $138,000;  for  filling 
to  rai-e  the  grade  of  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Rail- 
road (including  slopes)  13,000  squares  at  $5,.$65,- 
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000.  I  was  told  today  by  a  gentleman  who  has 
done  a  gieat  deal  of  that  business  that  it  could  be 
done  for  $3.75.  At  any  rate  it  can  be  done  for  $4, 
and  that  will  reduce  the  appropriation  down  to 
$300,000.  I  bope  we  shall  not  increase  tbe  loan 
unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  "Ward  7 — As  the  amendments  ace 
important  ones  and  the  committee  do  not  desire 
to  press  tliis  matter,  I  move  that  the  subject  be 
specially  assigned  to  next  Thursday  evening  at 
half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Tbe  motion  prevailed. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  was  authorized  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  to  offer  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  rbe  Committee  on  ^ommon  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  to  exceed  $1500  in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tion heretofore  mr.de,  for  labor  on  the  public 
grounds;  also  that  they  be  authorized  to  expend 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $200  in  addition  to  tbe  ap- 
propriations heretofore  made,  for  tools  and  re- 
pairs on  the  same ;  said  sums  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  rise  to  move  to  suspend  fbe  rule— I 
believe  it  is  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  ever  made 
such  a  motion— that  the  order  may  be  passed  to- 
night. There  are  sevcral  items  of  labor  and  mer- 
chandise which  ought  to  be  paid,  and  the  Auditor 
desires  to  make  up  the  roll. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— J  do  not  object  to  sus- 
pending the  rule  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  but 
it  is  my  impression  that  they  will  not  get  their  pay 
till  the  first  of  next  month,  even  if  the  rules  are 
suspended. 

Mr.  Shaw— If  that  is  his  only  reason,  I  don't 
think  it  is  a  good  one. 

Mr.  Kimball— I  have  other  reasons. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  wish  he  would  state  them. 

Mr.  Kimball— One  is  as  good  as  a  host. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  don't  desire  to  take  notice  of  any 
such  remark ;  it  is  beneath  me.  I  have  stated  a  good 
reason  for  suspending  the  rules.  The  matter  was 
brought  before  a  special  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee tod  iy  for  the  special  purpose  of  having  it 
passed.  There  are  laborers  suffering  for  the  want 
of  their  money.  The  passage  of  the  order  to- 
night will  be  honored  by  the  Auditor,  and  he,  be- 
ing a  humane  man,  will  do  something  that  these 
poor  people  may  get  their  pay.  I  made  the  motion, 
not  that  I  have  any  pride  or  interest  iu  the  mat- 
ter, but  simply  as  an  act  of  justice. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 
Sent  up. 

DIVISION  OF  THE  WARDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  submitted  a  report  in 
part  from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the 
Census  and  Divisiou  of  Wards  [City  Doc.  No.  33]. 
The  report  embraces  the  tabular  statement  of  the 
number  of  voters  in  the  several  wards  (priuted  in 
the  report  of  the  last  meeting),  and  the  reasons 
of  the  committee  for  submitting  the  following 
order,  appended  to  the  report: 

Ordeied,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  amend  his  petition,  now  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, so  that  the  number  of  wards  after  the  new 
census  shall  be  fixed  at  thirty-two,  with  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  and  two  members  of 
the  Board  of  School  Committee  from  each  ward. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8y2  o'clock,  viz.,  order  to  amend  the  peti- 
tion for  a  new  number  of  wards,  to  provide  that 
each  ward,  shall  elect  two  mem  bets  of  tbe  Common 
Council  and  two  members  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, was  takeu  up  and  then  laid  upon  tbe  table. 

The  order  submitted  by  the  committee  was  then 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore — When  the  Council  last  adjourn- 
ed, the  question  before  it  was  on  the  amendment 
I  offered  to  increase  the  number  of  Wards  to 
thirty-six.  Since  then  the  committee  has  arrived 
at  certain  results  which  have  been  embodied  in 
the  report  submitted  this  evening.  They  unani- 
mously decided  to  report  that  order.  It  will 
probably  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  anything 
to  what  1  have  said  before  on  the  general  subject 
of  passing  such  an  order  at  this  time.  The  only 
question  in  dispute  at  the  last  meeting,  among 
members  of  the  committee  at  least,  was  the  limit  of 
the  number  of  wards  ;  but  they  have  unanimously 
arrived  at  the  conclusions  presented  this  evening, 
and  I  have  withdrawn  my  own  views  in  favor  of 
thirty-six  wards,  and  give  my  preference  to  the 
decision  of  the  committee,  and  I  trust  that  the 
order  will  be  passed. 


Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  think  we  are  hardly 
prepared  to  determine  upon  fixing  the  number  of 
wards  at  thirtv-two.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  just  as 
well  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  ask  for  some  discre- 
tion, and  to  allow  us  between  a  certain  limit.  The 
Dew  charter  is  soon  coming  up.  We  shall  have 
a  great  deal  of  light  upon  this  matter,  and  we  may 
then  determine  more  intelligently  as  to  the  exaet 
number  best  to  be  agreed  upon.  It  will  be  as  well 
to  leave  the  door  open  I  have  not  read  tbe  report 
of  this  committee  and  I  don'tknow  the  ground  on 
which  they  base  their  recommendations.  Xhen  it 
may  be  desirable  to  postpone  the  final  division  of 
the  wards  till  next  year.  Next  winter  the  Legis- 
lature will  determine  the  number  of  voters  re- 
quired to  elect  one  representative,  and  we  shall 
have  to  apportion  the  representatives  to  the  dif- 
ferent wards  according  to  the  number  of  voters 
in  each.  That  may  prove  an  important  element 
in  the  division,  and  for  that  reason  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  postpone  it,  especially  if  we  don't  get 
the  new  charter  this  year,  as  it  is  altogether 
probable  we  shall  not,  and  we  may  not 
get  it  at  all.  Then  it  may  not  be  desirable 
to  make  a  division  of  the  wards  till  after 
the  new  charter  is  in  force.  Therefoie, 
I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  striking  out 
"32"  and  inserting,  in  place  thereof, "not less  than 
20,  no  more  than  40,"  and  to  add  at  the  end,  "and 
that  the  city  may  be  authorized,  if  it  deems  expe- 
dient to  do  so,  to  postpone  the  new  division  of  its 
wards  until  the  year  1876."  Toat  is  simply  putting 
the  petition  so  as  to  give  us  a  little  more  leeway, 
and  uot  to  tie  ourselves  up  as  we  otherwise 
would . 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  this  objection  is  in  effect  the  same  one  made 
by  the  gentleman  at  the  last  meeting.  Is  it  desir- 
able to  postpone  a  duty  which  can  only  be  done  10 
accordance  with  the  General  Statutes  of  the 
State,  from  this  year  to  another  one?  Unless 
some  very  good  reason  is  given  to  the  Legislature, 
.  I  haidly  think  they  will  see  the  necessity  of  re- 
pealing a  statute.  The  primary  idea  of  the  gen- 
tleman's motion  is  to  put  off  this  matter  till  it  is 
settled  by  the  new  charter.  I  spoke  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  old  chaiter  being  our  guide,  for  a 
year  at  least.  The  statutes  only  allow  us  to  liter 
the  wards  once  iu  ten  years";  and  unless  we 
give  the  Legislature  some  good  reason,  I  hardly 
think  thf  y  would  comply  with  a  request  to  allow 
it  to  be  done  in  1876.  The  difference  between  the 
gentlemau  and  myself  is  this  :  He  undoubtedly  de- 
sires a  small  number  of  wards  aDd  a  great  reduc- 
tion of  the  Common  Council,  and  if  that  can  be 
done  now,  that  difficulty  in  the  way  of  having  a 
new  chaiter  adopted  is'removed.  'My  object  in 
having  it  done  now  is  to  make  as  little  chauge  as 
possible,  and  I  desire  to  postpone  tbe  discussion 
of  the  new  charter  till  it  is  before  us.  At  the  last 
meetiug  I  proposed  thirty-six  wards,  which  re- 
duced the  Council  only  two  members:  but  aft,er 
consultation  with  my  colleagues  on  the  com- 
mittee we  found  we  could  all  agree  upon 
thirty-two,  and  I  withdrew  my  prerereuee. 
Unless  we  cannot  make  up  our  minds  to  do  our 
duty  tonight  I  can  see  no  advantage  in  refusing 
to  act  tonight.  The  gentleman  undoubtedly 
knows  the  opinion  of  the  committee  on  the  re- 
vision of  the  new  charter,  but  1  do  not.  I  under- 
stand that  the  limit  fixed  by  them  is  that  the 
number  of  wards  shall  not  be  less  than  thirty  nor 
over  thirty-six,  and  t .■  ere  fore  there  cannot  be 
great  impropriety  in  our  fixing  the  number  at 
thirty-two  and  having  it  so  in  case  the  old  charter 
stands  or  the  new  one  is  adopted  Our  duty  is  to 
make  such  a  division  that  the  wards  will  contain 
an  equal  number  of  voters.  If  we  waited 
months  we  could  get  no  more  information, 
and  until  the  new  ceusus  is  taken  no  mem- 
ber's opinion  is  worth  anvtlting.  The  committee 
have  considered  the  nrobable  number  of  voters  in 
the  city,  and  the  number  of  representatives  to 
which  Kostou  will  be  entitled  in  the  Legislature, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  decide  iu  ad- 
vance that  24,  30,  32  or  40  is  the  number  by  which 
to  make  a  more  equal  division.  We  must  look  at 
it  a  little  in  the  HgUt  of  common '■euse.  and  see 
the  effect  any  number  will  have  upon  the  Com- 
mon Council"  and  the  School  Committee.  In 
asking  that  the  Council  be  reduced  from  74  to  64, 
the  committee  have  asked  for  as  much  as  would 
be  granted:  in  reducing  the  School  Commit- 
tee to  64  we  certainly  have  made  a  great 
change.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  reluctance 
on  the  part  of  the  opponents  ot  this  order  to  give 
a  definite  objection  to  amending  our  present 
charter.    Certainly  it  would   seem  to  be  the  most 
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sensible  to  do  the  work  now,  even  if  we  have  to  do 
it  over  again.  If  the  objection  is  to  tie  specific 
number,  I  am  prepared  to  hear  any  amendment, 
aod  take  the  sense  of  the  Council  upon  that;  but 
to  postpone  it  1  think  is  not  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  city. 

Mr.  Rrackett  of  WardTO— I  hope  the  amendment 
of  the  gentlemau  from  Ward  6  will  prevail.  If 
we  can  obtain  the  privilege  of  postponing  this 
division  of  the  wards  till  neat  year  it  will  hi  very 
desirable  to  do  so,  because  it  is  well  known  that 
the  new  apportionment  of  Representatives  will 
not  tike  place  till  next  year.  If  «e  make  the 
division  this  year  we  will  have  difficulty  in  appor- 
tioning the  Representatives  next  year.  The  city 
now  has  forty-five  Representatives,  exclusive  of 
Ward  19,  Which  is  apart  of  one  of  the  Middlesex 
districts.  It  is  generally  expected  that  Boston 
will  gain  in  the  next  apportionment  of  Representa- 
tives. Suppose  we  get  fifty  Representatives  and 
nave  thirty-two  wards,  bow  can  you  divide  thein 
fairly.  We  cannot  divide  a  ward  to  make  a  Repre- 
sentative district,  aud  we  cannot  have  more  till  an 
three  Representatives  to  a  district.  If  we  have 
thirty  Representatives  ami  thirty-two  wards,  the 
only  way  to  api  ortion  tnem  will  be  to  give  one 
ward  two  Representatives,  and  another  of  equal 
voting  strength  only  one.  This  same  difficulty,  I 
apprehend,  was  met  when  the  last  apportionment 
took  place;  at  any  rate  injustice  was  done  some 
of  the  wards  then.  The  last  division  took  place  in 
1865,  and  the  new  apportionment  in  i860,  m  look- 
ing at  the  ordinance  passed  m  1865,  I  find  that 
Ward  10,  from  which  I  come,  with  2546  voters  had 
onlv  two  Kepresentatives.while  Ward  11,  with  2563 
voters  had  three  Representative? ,  which  is  eer- 
tainly  unfair  for  Ward  10.  if  we  could  have  the 
division  of  the  wards  done  the  same  year  as  the 
apportionment,  this  difficulty  could  be  adjusted. 
If  we  arc  entitled  to  fifty  Representatives,  the  best 
uuruber  of  wards  would  be  twenty- five,  and  then 
each  ward  will  be  a  Representative  district.  The 
custom  of  dividing  the  wards  every  ten  years  re- 
sulted from  a  statute  passed  iu  1865.  That,  of 
course,  can  he  changed  by  the  Legislatiue  at  any 
time.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  very  strong  reason 
why  the  Legislature  should  ho  asked  ro  give  us 
the  privilege  of  postponing  it  till  next  year- 
Mr.  Shaw— The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  is  entirely  in  iavoi  of  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4.  There  are 
gross  inequalities  in  the  Representative  districts. 
Ward  5,  which  1  endeavor  to  represent  in  part, 
has  1183  voters  and  three  Representative?,  while 
the  Ninth  Ward  has  3095  voters  and  two  Represent- 
ative. The  sooner  we  equalize  that  matter  the 
better,  and  it  is  grossly  out  of  the  way  to  under- 
take to  postpone  that  which  should  be  regulated 
this  year.  The  division  conies  by  custom  every 
ten  years,  and  the  equalization  should  be  made 
now.  If  it  takes  place  Ward  10  will  probably  get 
its  fair  representation.  I  admit  it  hasn't  one 
now,  but  certainly  the  Fifth  Ward  has  a  great  deal 
more  than  its  due.  Upon  afair  equalization  butone 
Representative  should  go  from  each  ward .  Ward 
8  has  2000  voters  and  two  Representative';  the 
sooner  that  inequality  is  clone  away  with  the  bet- 
ter. It  is  too  apparent  to  be  used  as  an  argument 
for  postponement,  and  I  hopt  it  will  not  be. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  have  listened  with  a 
great* deal  of  pleasure  to  the  remarks  of  gentle- 
men upon  this  question.  I  submit  that  while  we 
are  re-districting  the  city  we  should  look  to  the 
proper  representation  in' this  chamber,  uheie  the 
inequality  is  greater  than  in  the  Legislature. 
Waid  1  has  5140  voters  on  the  list  and  four  votes 
here;  Ward  12  has  4627  voters  and  four 
votes;  while  Ward  5,  with  1183  voters, 
has  four  members,  and  so  on  through  the 
city.  This  is  where  the  inequality  comes.  It  is 
n't  so  much  an  anxiety  to  me  if  a  ward  has  one  or 
two  more  votes  in  the  Legislature  as  it  is  to  have 
double  the  representation  on  this  floor.  I  have 
some  rtcol'ection  of  how  the  division  was  made 
in  1865.  I  know  that  the  members  of  tbe  Legisla- 
ture were  parcelled  out  among  those  wards  that 
were  expected  to  grow.  "Ward  12  was  not  expect 
ed  to  grow,  and  they  gave  Ward  5  an  extra  Repre- 
sentative because  it  was  expected  to  grow. 

The  best  thing  to  think  of  is  the  representation 
upon  this  floor.  The  Legislature  will  fix  the  num- 
ber of  members  we  must  have.  I  should  piefer 
forty,  fifty  or  sixty ;  the  business  would  be  better 
attended  to,  but  it  would  n't  be  such  a  genera) 
debating  club.  There  should  be  some  relation 
between  the  number  of  members  and  the  number 
of  the  wards.  If  you  have  sixty  members  you 
don't  want   thirty-two  wards.    The  difficulty  of 


inequality  of  representatives  could  be  obviated  : 
but  the  inequality  of  members  of  the  Council 
cannot  be  obviated  so  easily.  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  committee,  because  I  think 
they  make  too  many  wards,— and  it  will 
require  th<s  building  of  ten  or  fifteen  ward 
rooms,  at  an  immense  expense;  I  should 
think  itau  excellent  arrangement  in  the  interest 
of  contractors  aud  those  who  wish  to  put  up 
buildings  at  the  public  expense.  My  experience 
is  that  Horn  Ward  12,  which  is  always  Republican, 
we  come  here  with  a  mixed  ticket,  and  you  al- 
ways have  had  one  Democrat — and  it  is  because  the 
people  pick  out  the  best  men.  We  have  4500  or 
4600  votes,  and  don't  think  anything  of  poll- 
ing 2500  at  the  election,  and  the  ward 
officers  earn  their  money,  which  I  believe 
they  should  do.  Within  a  certain  limit,  I  think  a 
small  number  of  wards  would  be  better.  With  a 
total  vote  of  57,000,  twenty-one  wards  would  be  all 
I  wouid  make,  and  that  would  give  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  growth ;  would  answer  for  ten  years, 
and  save  the  expense  for  wardrooms,  the  loca- 
tion of  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties.  I 
don't  like  the  sliding  scale  of  the  gentleman  from  . 
Ward  6,  and  I  don't  want  to  go  to  the  Legislature 
and  ask  for  what  I  believe  they  will  not  grant.  I 
should  prefer  to  pass  die  order  as  it  is  and  let  the 
Legislature  fix  the  number  to  suit  themselves. 

Mr.  (rocker  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  the 
Legislature  cannotobject  to  giving  us  the  priviug  I 
of  fixing  the  wards;  the  out  of  town  members 
don't  care  what  number  of  wards  we  have  If 
tliey  will  give  us  what  we  ask  for,  why  would  n't 
they  let  us  fix  it  this  year  or  next.,  within  reason- 
able limits.  If  they  will  not,  perhaps  by  that 
time  we  shall  have  considered  the  charter  and  de- 
cided it.  It  is  important,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  .">  says,  to  do  away  with  the  inequalities  in 
the  Legislatiue.  But  it  is  impossible  to  do  that 
this  year,  and  all  we  can  remedy  this  year  is 
the  inequality  in  this  Council.  It  would  seem 
best  iiot  to  divide  the  wards  till  we  get  the  ex- 
act basis  to  go  upon.  The  division  of  the  wards 
and  the  apportionment  of  Representatives  should 
pioperly  lie  made  after  the  census  is  taken.  And 
there  seems  to  be  very  strong  leasons  for  waiting, 
if  we  wait  we  shall  probably  have  the  opportunity 
to  decide  this  matter  ana  tne  new  charter  to- 
gether. 

Mr  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  was  looking  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  next  year.  The  gentleman  is  correct  in 
regard  to  the  feeling  of  the  Legislature.  I  can 
testify  that  tie  country  members  are  ready  to  do 
that  which  lioston  asks.  But  we  must  go  there 
with  a  definite  piopositioa.  The  gentleman's  ar- 
gument seems  to  put  the  cart  before  the  horse. 
He  wants  the  charter  adopted  and  the  wards  to 
conform  to  the  charter.  The  charter  should  be 
made  to  conform  to  the  wards.  He  says  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  charter  is  adopted.  I  think  he  is 
correct;  you  never  can  get  such  a  charter  adopted 
so  long  as  there  is  a  spirit  of  republicanism  in 
Boston. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6-1  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  that  to  fix  the  wards  in  1865 
and  apportion  the  Representatives  in  1866  did 
cause  great  inequality,  and  it  will  be  so  this  year. 
If  we  could  have  the  number  of  Representatives 
this  year  we  could  apportion  them  easily.  I  hope 
the  amendments  will  be  adopted  and  the  matter 
postponed  until  we  have  nore  information  before 
us. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15— The  machinery  of  the 
Council  would  work  more  smoothly  if  we  had 
seventeen  wards  and  could  elect  an  Alderman 
fiom  each,  and  the  wards  were  divided  into  two 
districts  and  elect  members  of  the  Council  and 
representatives  from  each  of  them.  In  that  way 
gent'emen  could  not  get  together  down  town  and 
elect  a,v.  Alderman  for  the  whole  city.  There  are 
not  enough  Aldermen  now  to  do  the  woik. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— It  is  impossible  to 
obtain  definite  information  upon  the  subject  till 
the  census  is  taken,  when  we  will  kmow  what  pro- 
portion of  representatives  Boston  will  have.  We 
cannot  affonl  to  wait  till  the  returns  are  made  up 
in  September.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
tbiuks  we  shall  have  fifty  members  in  the  next 
House;  from  the  information  I  have,  based  on 
the  last  census,  it  appears  that  Boston  only 
gained  ten  per  cent.,  while  the  whole 
State  gained  fifteen ;  and  I  know  of  nothing 
to  make  the  ratio  between  1870  and  1875  great- 
er than  between  1865  and  1870.  Therefore,  I 
think  Boston  will  have  only  forty-two  or  forty- 
three  members  in  the  Legislature  instead  of  fifty. 
It  will  be  impossible  to  decide  upon  any  number 
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which  would  give  sJl  the  wards  equal  representa- 
tion in  the  Legislature  We  can  decide  whether 
the  Council  shall  have  fifty  or  sixty  members,  but 
we  must  throw  the  other  matter  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  rise  to  correct  an  im- 
pression that  my  remarks  may  hwe  left.  I  agree 
that  it  is  indifferent  to  the  Legislature  to  say  what 
number  of  wards  we  shall  have  but  they  will  not 
allow  Boston  to  fix  the  number  afterwards.  We 
must  ask  for  some  definite  limit,  and  that  is  why 
I  do  not  approve  of  the  amendment,  and 
I  do  not  not  approve  of  asking  for  what  I 
believe  we  sh-jll  be  denied.  The  committee 
who  had  charge  of  the  division  in  1865  did 
their  work  as  well  as  they  could.-  The  basis  is 
to  be  made  on  the  number  of  legal  voters,  and 
population  don't  enter  into  it  at  all.  The  division 
can  be  made  as  well  in  one  month  as  another.  In 
1865  it  was  done,  and  the  new  Council  was  chosen 
under  the  new  division.  In  the  name  of  common 
sense,  what  is  the  use  of  putting  off  for  another 
year  what  it  is  our  reasonable  duty  to  do  today? 
or  of  acting  pusillammouslyin  going  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  trying  to  get  it  postponed  ? 

Mr.  Shaw — I  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4,  but  I  think  his  basis  is 
wrong.  The  population  of  the  city  today  exceeds 
375,000  from  actual  figures  made  up  to  within  a 
few  weeks ;  in  1865  it  was  192,000.  The  gentleman 
must  be  entirely  wrong  in  his  statement  that  Bos- 
ton has  recedsd  in  population  as  compared  with 
the  State. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  have  been  doing  a 
little  sum  here  which  may  be  interesting.  I  sup- 
pose that  in  dividing  the  wards  one  object  is  to 
provide  that  congressional  and  other  districts  will 
not  split  the  wards.  Take  twenty-five  wards  and 
the  number  of  members  of  Congress  or  other  offi, 
cers  you  can  have  is  five;  on  the  other  hand,  if 
you  take  thirty-six,  you  can  have  four,  nine- 
twelve  or  eighteen,  and  thirty-six  is  the  most 
available  number  between  twenty  and  forty ;  the 
next  best  number  is  thirty,  and  the  next  thirty- 
two. 

Mr.  Brackett  contended  that  by  waiting  till 
next  year  the  inequality  could  he  adjusted,  and 
he  proposed  to  staDd  it  one  year  longer,  till  they 
could  get  all  the  information.  The  senatorial  and 
other  districts  are  to  be  apportioned  next  year, 
and  th3y  did  not  want  one  portion  of  a  ward  in  a 
different  senatorial  district  from  another.  If  we 
have  fifty  representatives  and  thirty- two  wards 
■what  is  to  be  done  with  the  surplus?  the  inequality 
must  remain,  and  the  same  mistake  will  be  made 


as  was  made  ten  years  ago.  He  did  n't  think  there 
was  any  pusillanimity  m  asking  to  postpone  it  till 
next  year,  when  they  would  have  the  facts  before 
themj  and  the  work  could  be  done  better.  In 
conclusion  he  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wilson  said  he  would  agree  to  a  proposition 
to  have  the  members  of  the  Council  no  more  in 
number  than  the  number  of  Representatives  from 
the  city.  In  1865  there  were  only  twelve  wards, 
and  the  Representatives  had  to  be  apportioned 
among  them,  and  the  division  was  as  equal  as 
could  be. 

Mr.  Biackett  said  they  might  have  done  the 
best  they  could  in  1865,  but  they  should  endeavor 
now  to  have  the  number  of  Representatives  a 
mul.iple  of  the  number  of  wards,  and  unless  that 
could  be  done  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  satis- 
faction. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  the  Legislature  would 
agree  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  Council  to  the 
number  of  representatives  from  Boston,  but  that, 
he  thoufht,  would  give  only  forty-six  members, 
and  make  the  limit  too  small.  It  would  be  easy  to- 
arrange  for  two  representatives  and  three  Coun- 
cilmen  from  each  ward,  but  the  diffi  :ulty  is  in  the 
small  wards.  The  committee  had  gone  over  the 
whole  subject,  and  had  unanimously  agreed  to 
recommend  thirty-two. 

Mr.  Crocker  wished  to  correct  Mr.  Whitmore's 
mistake.  He  [Mr.  Crocker]  was  not  in  favor  of 
reducing  the  Council  to  anything  below  its  present 
number.  His  objection  to  the  order  was  that  he 
thought  the  number  of  wards  bet.er  not  be  fixed 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  thought  that  if  this  is  a 
foretaste  of  the  discussions  ro  come,  they  would 
have  a  new  city  charter  about  the  year  1900.  He 
thought  the  questlou  had  been  fully  debated,  and 
he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Brackett  said  it  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant subjects  the  Council  would  have,  and  he 
hoped  the  previous  question  would  not  be  ordered. 

Mr.  Page  thought  the  whole  question  was  how 
many  wards  and  members  they  would  prefer,  and 
he  thought  the  Council  was  ready  to  "vote.  The 
petition  should  get  iuto  the  Legislature  soon,  and 
it  would  have  to  be  debated  in  the  other  branch. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  amend- 
ments of  Mr.  Crocker  were  rejected,  the  vote 
being  taken  on  each  separately,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    8,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting;  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,"  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  March 
term  of  the  United  States  District  Court,  and 
eleven  traverse  jurors  for  the  Municipal  Court  in 
East  Boston. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer — William  Smith. 

Special  Police  Officers— John  Dixey,  New  York 
&  New  England  Railroad  Station  ;  Henry  McCoy, 
Ceutr  .1  Market. 

Wtigher  of  Coal— John  G.  Abbott,  Jr. 

1'ETITIONS,   ETC.   REFERRED. 

To  the  Join/  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. D. 1).  Stackpole,  that  the  city  rotund  cer- 
tain amounts  of  taxes  erroneously  assessed  to  him 
on  land  at  34  Chester  squan  . 

To  the  Committee  on  J'avinij.  Philip  Sowden, 
Jr.,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  South 
Boston. 

M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  two  wooden 
buildings  from  Centre  street  to  2<3|Co/.ant  street 

Annie  Gillmore,  to  he  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Western  avenue. 

Franklin  Snow  &  Co.  et  at.,  that  dummy  engines 
be  retained  on  the  Union  Freight  Railroad. 

Meekei  &  De;m  rt  at..,  that  the  dummy  engines 
be  retained  on  the  Union  Freight  Railroad. 

To  tlte  Committee  on  lletillli  on  the  port  of  the 
Board.  Ellen  M.  Powell,  for  leave  to  occupj  a 
new  wooden  stable  fortwo  horses  on  Alaska  street, 
near  Perrin  street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-Street District.  Notices  from  James  E. 
Root  aud  Walter  Fainswcrth  of  surrender  to  the 
city  of  their  estates  on  the  Northampton-street 
district. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  jpart  of  the 
Board.  Jesse  M.  Jones  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of 
a  tree  at  corner  of  Summer  aud  Elm  streets, 
Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Servers.  "Lizzie  Hughes 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Porter  street,  Ward  17. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  $87.72  from  assessment  on  David 
Nevins's  estate,  for  sidewalk  on  Winthrop  street, 
Roxbury,  and  to  assess  said  amount  to  heirs  of 
George  "Blackburn.    Passed. 

Oroer  to  abate  $17.99  from  assessment  on  estate 
of  heirs  of  Hardy  Leach,  for  a  sidewalk  at  376 
Chelsea  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  James  Parker  $4327.44,  for  grade 
damages  to  estate  16-22  Kilby  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Lucy  H.  Spooner  $5870,  for  Colum- 
bus-avenue laid  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Jeffrey  Richardson  $14,292.92,  for 
Columbus-avenue  land  and  grade  damages. 
Passed. 

Order  to  pay  William  R.  Gay  $2000,  for  West 
Cottage-street  land  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Ann  C.  Gay  $1776,  for  West  Cot- 
tage-street land  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Sarah  P.  Tucker  $3448.10,  for  Bow- 
doin-street  (Ward  16)  land  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  George  H.  Pike  $33.75,  for  West 
Cottage-street  land  damages.    Passed. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON     COUNCIL     FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petition  of  Sarah  M.  Betnis.    Referred. 

The  Auditor's  estimates  for  1875-76  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  32)  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on 
Finance,  with  such  as  this  Board  may  join.  The 
Board  concurred,  and  Aldermen  Power,  Stebbins, 
Worthmgton,  Prescott  and  Viles  were  joined  to 
the  committee. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  William  Wilson  to  be  compensated  for 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  in  Billerica  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  to  allow  the  sum  of  $1500  additional  for 
labor  on  Common,  etc.,  and  $200  additional  for 
tools  and  repairs  on  same.    Passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  allow  further  time  to 
Alfred  Newhall  and  to  Martin  Hayes,  in  which  to 


builjj  on  lands  sold  them  by  the  city.  Or(ierg 
passed. 

Report  and  order  for  transfers  of  $25,000  to 
Ov  rseers  of  Poor,  $5000  to  Newbury-street  School- 
house;  also,  for  the  Auditor  to  make  transfers  of 
appropriations  when  necessary  to  close  the  books 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  make  up  deficiencies. 
Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

A.  report  of  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  in  favor 
of  an  additional  appropriation  of  $9000  for  <  olum- 
bus-avenue  extension,  came  down  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  room  to  he 
fitted  up  for  a  laboratory  in  the  basement  of  the 
Roxbury  High  SchoolhQUSe.    Order  passed. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

The  communication  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners in  relation  to  the  widening  of  School 
Street,  which  was  referred  by  this  Board  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets  with  the  request  that 
they  report  an  estimate  of  the  approximate  cost, 
came  from  the  Common  Council  with  an  amend- 
ment for  the  committee  to  obtain  the  expense  of 
widening  Beacon  utreet  on  the  east  side  from 
Tremont  to  Somerset;  also  of  widening  -aid  street 
on  both  Sides  as  far  as  Vt  rk  street. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Piescott — It  seems  to  me  that  this 
mati  r  has  taken  rather  a  wide  range.  TheSueet 
Commissioners  asked  an  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil as  to  the  advisability  of  taking  any  steps  tow- 
ards widening  School  street  the  present  year,  and 
if  so,  suggesting  that  legislative  power  would 
have  to  be  acquired  to  take  the  land  on  which  the 
church  at  'he  corner  of  School  and  Tieinont 
Streets  stands.  On  goiug  to  the  Common  Council, 
I  see  it  was  amended  so  p.s  to  provide  fov  an  esti- 
mate of  thr  expense  of  widening  Beacon  street, 
it  may  be  interesting  to  know  these  figures;  I 
might  like  to  know  what  it  would  cOft  to 
extend  Water  street  by  takinir  the  block  of 
buildings  between  Spring  lane  and  W  iter  street 
Such  an  improvement  as  that  may  l:e  carried  out 
one  of  these  days,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  City 
Council  are  not  prepared  to  go  to  sucu  an  expense 
the  present  year;  and  inasmuch  as  1  believe  tbat 
to  be  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council,  I  cannot  see 
the  expediency  of  getting  these  estimates  of  the 
cost.  I  would,  therefore,  offer  the  following  as  a 
substitute : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, it  is  inexpedient  to  widen  School  street  at  the 
present  time. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  speediest  way  to 
get  rid  of  this  subject  is  to  concur  with  tl  e  Com- 
mon Council.  I  was  it  hopes  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  was  going  to  add  another  amend- 
ment, to  ascertain  tbe  expense  of  extending  the 
street  to  the  Post  Office.  I  don't  care  how  many 
he  adds.  As  the  order  stands  it  is  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  to  report  the  expense  of  this 
improvement,  and  that  is,  perhaps  the  best  dis- 
position to  make  of  it.  I  have  n't  any  doubt,  when 
that  is  repotted,  what  the  vote  of  the  Council  will 
be,— and  that  it  will  be  nearly  unanimous  against 
it  for  this  year.  I  hope  the  substitute  will  not  be 
adopted. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  is  not  customary  for  the 
City  Council  to  ask  depaitments  or  committees  to 
provide  them  with  estimates  of  the  cost  of  im- 
provements the  carrying  out  of  which  there  is  no 
probability  of  for  the  present,  and  I  hardly  think 
that  an  exception  should  be  made  in  this  case. 
The  Stieet  Commissioners  want  an  expression  of 
opirion  from  the  City  Council  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  widening  School  street  this  present  year. 
If  the  City  Council  deem  it  expedient  that  anv 
steps  shall  be  taken,  they  must  first  authorize  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
authority  to  take  the  land.  If  they  desire  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  it  seems  to  me  that  the  pas- 
sage of  the  substitute  will  give  it  to  them  and 
save  them  considerable  time  and  trouble  and  al- 
low them  to  devote  their  energies  to  more  practi- 
cal things  than  the  widening  of  School  street. 

The  substitute  was  adopted.    Sent  down. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  EMPLOY    OF  CITY. 

An  order  came  from  the  other  branch  for  the 
'  Committee  on  Salaries  to  consider  what  may  be 
done  to  equalize  the  pay  of  laborers  in  the  several 
departments. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  do  not  think  I  ean  vote  for 
this  order,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  it  does  not 
imply  an  insinuation  against  or  reflection  upon 
the  heads  of  departments.    As  it  stands  it  appears 
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that  there  is  a  cei  tain  class  of  laborers  who  are 
by  favoritism  paid  more  than  others.  If  it  can  be 
shown  that  any  class  do  not  get  the  market  price 
for  their  labor,  that  is  or.e  thir<g;  but  if  it  is  that 
one  class  of  laborers  think  they  are  not  paid 
enough,  and  that  another  is  paid  too  much,  that  is 
another  thing,  If  the  latter  is  the  case, 
Ithiak  they  should  not  come  to  the  City  Council 
for  an  equalization  of  wages,  and  I  would  refer 
them  to  the  part  ble  on  the  subject  which  may  be 
found  in  the  New  Testament. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  passage  of 
the  order  was  put,  and  it  was  declared  lost. 
Aldeiman  Stebbins  doubted  the  vote  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence — yeas  7, 
nays  5: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Pope,  Stebbins,  Viles— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Burrage,  Power,  Prescott, 
Quincy,  Worthington — 5. 

SWETT    STREET. 

An  order  came  from  the  other  branch,  that  no 
action  be  taken  by  any  agent  of  the  city  in  the 
construction  of  Swett  street,  untd  further  order 
of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Harris — I  move  that  the  order  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Alderman  Stebbins  doubted  the  vote. 

Aldeiman  Worthington — I  trust  that  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  will  take  a  fail  view  of  this  thing. 
This  is  an  order,  as  I  understand  it,  forbidding  any 
one  te  enter  upon  Swett  street  until  further 
votes  or  proceedings  are  taken  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil. Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
both  a  reflection  upon  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners an  1  the  Committee  on  Streets.  First  it 
says  the  Street  Commissioners — who  have  no 
power  whatever  to  enter  upon  l  he  street ;  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  as  they  have  done  their  part  of  the 
work,  which  has  come  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  been  accepted  by  them,  and  the  Commission- 
ers can  do  no  more.  No  one  else  can  enter  upon 
the  street;  the  only  possible  entrance  that  can 
be  made  is  foi  ti  e  Committee  on  Streets  to  get 
an  order  to  "quit"  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, which  is  usually  done  in  such  cases.  Ihe 
actual  taking  of  that  territory  has  been  done  by 
the  passage  of  the  order  by  the  ciiy— there  is  no 
other  taking  than  that;  there  can  be  no 
other.  We  took  Sudbury  River  by  the  Council 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  votine  to  take  it, 
and  that  was  the  end  of  it.  The  next  morning  a 
distinguished  lawyer  said,  "Now,  gentlemen,  we 
want  pay  for  what  you  have  taken.  It  is  just  so 
with  Swett  street;  there  is  no  other  taking.  We 
mu't  pay  them  for  it  or  pay  them  damages  for  not 
taking  it.  That  is  the  ruling  of  the  Citv  Solicitor. 
There  is-nothiug  to  be  done  whatever  This  order 
looks  as  though  somebody  thought  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  Sceet  Committee  were  going 
to  do  something  to  hold  the  city  to  it.  I  hope  the 
Boarci  of  Aldermen  will  vot-  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins — Will  tilt  Alderman  explain 
what  barm  it  will  do? 

Alderman  Worthington — It  can  do  no  good  to 
anybody  except  to  cast  a  reflection  upon  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  the  Commirtee  on 
Streets.  If  it  can  do  any  good  I  am  in  favor  of  it; 
if  it  cannot,  why  nass  it? 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table— 8  for,  2  against. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  Feb- 
ruary, showing  the  following  to  be  the  state  of  the 
appropriations : 

Appropriations,     Expended.  Unexpended, 
j^cvgimgs  etc 

General $14,020',223.6R    $10,(179,458.43    $1 ,040,765.22 

Special 6,51(Ut>ti.89        2,128,421.115      4.387,745.24 

$20,536,390.54    $13,107,880.08    $7,428,510.4(1 
Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms, 
etc.,  for  February'.    Sent  (town. 

BOND  APPROVE*. 

The  additional  bond  of  Dennis  A.  Sullivan,  dep- 
uty xilleotor  and  constable,  being  presented  duly 
certified,  was  approved  by  the  Board. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  steam 
engine  of  fifteen-horse  power  at  the  corner  of 
Wareham  stieet  and  Harrison  avenue,  and  an  or- 
der of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  to 


all  partiss  objecting,    on  Monday,  March  29,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 

SEWERS. 

Aldeiman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  a  report  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petition  of  Hannah  Dudley  for  postpone- 
ment of  assessment  for  sewer  on  Centre  stieet. 
Accepted. 

-ORDERS  TO  "QUIT"  AND  PAY. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the  following 
orders: 

Order  of  notice  to  heirs  of  Joshua  Bennett  and 
all  others  interested  to  "quit"  on  Auburn  street 
on  or  before  April  15.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Lewis  Clark,  Dennis  F.  Flagg, 
Daniel  Boyle  and  wife,  J.  W.  Clapp,  Smith 
Wright,  heirs  of  Daniel  Breen,  heirs  of  Joshua 
Bennett,  Austin  W.  Benton  and  all  others  inter- 
ested to  "quit"  on  Leverett  street  on  or  before 
April  15.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Ira  Foster  $891,  for  land 
taken,  etc.,  in  name  of  Ira  Foster,  for  laying  out 
and  widening  of  Charles  street,  Ward  16.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  for  changes  in 
ths  ordinance  relating  to  that  department,  sub- 
mitted a  report  lecommending  the  passage  of  the 
folio  win  g: 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  in  rela- 
tion (o  Public  Institutions. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  The  oidinanee  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic institutions  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out 
in  the  seventh  section  all  between  the  word 
"price,"  in  the  fourth  line,  and  tl'.e  word  "no"  in 
the  eighteenth  line;  also  by  inserting  in  the  eighth 
section  after  the  word  "expenditure"  in  the  third 
line,  the  words  "and  receipts  in  detail  for  the  pre- 
ceding quarter." 

Read  once. 

POLICE  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  resornrnending  the  granting 
o£  the  petition  of  the  Police  Relief  Association  for 
leave  to  apply  for  an  act  of  incorporation.  Ac- 
cepted. 

METROPOLITAN    TRACKS    IN  WASHINGTON,    MILK, 
FEDERAL   AND   OTHER  STREETS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, submitted  a  repo:  t  on  petition  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  extension  of  loca- 
tion, recommending  the  passage  of  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  h-ariug  before  the  full  Board  on  Mon- 
day, March  29.  at  four  o'clock  P.M..  when  any 
person  objecting  to  the  granting  of  the  petition 
may  appear  and  be  heard.    Order  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Coinmitt  t  on  Paving 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follow.- : 

Repoit  rtcoinineiidiug  leav  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Robert  MaisE,  et  al..  iliat  horse  power 
be  substituted  for  steam  power  ou  Union 
Freight  Railroad. 

Repoit  on  petition  of  Michael  McDonald i  with 
an  order  establishing  the  grade  of  Starr  street, 
between  Keyes  and  Revere  streets.  Ward  17.  as 
shown  on  a  .Ian  and  profile  drawn  by  the  City  Sur- 
veyor, dated  Feb.  27,  1875.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  William  B.  Hewett,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  folio  wing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
Close  agaieist  public  travel  until  March  25,  that 
portion  of  Ohio  street  adjacent  to  the  estate  being 
built  upon,  on  said  Ohio' street,  at  the  corner  or 
Shawmut  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BK1DGES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  ou  Bi ; 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  making  the  necessary  re- 
pair-on  Charles-River  liridge  :  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  lor  Charles  River 
and  Wan  en  bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  oa  Bridge*  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  the  purchase  ot  a  supply 
of  lumber  for  the  purpose  ot  making  repairs  on 
Chelsea  and  Wiuthrop  bridge-:  the  expense,  not 
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exceeding  the  sum  of  $3000,  to  be  charged   to  the 
appropriation  for  Bridges. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

REMOVAL    OK    SNOW    AND    ICE    FKOM    SIDEWALKS. 

Alderman  Barrage  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  fiftieth  and  fifty-fiist  sections  of  the  ordi- 
nance in  i  elation  to  streets,  so  as  so  require  the 
owners  or  persona  having  the  core  ot  tenement 
house-,  to  remove  the  snow  and  ice  from  the  foot- 
ways or  sidewalks  in  front  of  said  houses. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Intelligence  Uftices  Licensed— Margaret  Arm- 
Strong,  148 Cambridge  street;  Martha  F.  Smiley, 
30  Wt  st  Canton  street;  Francis  Mcliride,  4  Mollis 
Street  (transferred  from  William  E.  Emery  &  Co). 

Auctioneers  Licensed — Samuel  P.  Hinckley,  53 
Tremont  street. 

Auctioneers'  License  Refused — William  A.  Mad- 
dox  and  Peter  (the  petitioners  not  being  residents 

'    Li, 
Mills,  11  Commercial  wharf. 

Minois'  Applications  Granted — Forty-three 
newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted—  Post  23,  G.  A.  R., 
for  leave  to  give  a  concert  at  Lyceum  Hall,  East 
Boston,  March  9;  William  B.  St  cy,  to  give  con- 
certs at  Tremont  Temple  March  10,' 13, 18  and  20. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS   FOR  STAI1LES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  foi  the  Committee  on 
Hcalih  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  tne  granting,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  of  the  following  petitions  for  leave  to 
occupy  stables  :  Julius  Roche,  between  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  Pleasant  and  Creek  street;  H.  A. 
Wetherbee,  1293  Shawmut  avenue;  Thomas  Cloo- 
nan,  North  Harvard  street,  waul  19.  Severally 
accepted. 

BIGELOW    SCHOOL. 

A'dermai'  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction,  to  whom  was  leterred  the  request 
of  the  School  Committee  for  additional  accommo- 
gation-  for  schools  in  the  Higelow  District,  sut>- 
nu'ted  a  report  chat  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the 
request.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

THE  COMMISSION  OS  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  follow  ing  : 

Ordered,  That  the  order  which  passed  this 
Board  on  the  1st  instant  and  w.i  approved  by  the 
Mayor  on  the  .2d  instant,  to  so  modify  the  order 
establishing  a  scientific  commission  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sewerage  of  this  city  as  to  provide  tor 
the  appointment  of  two  civil  engineers  and  one 
person  skilled  in  sanitary  science  in  place  of  three 
civil  engineers  as  provided  in  the  original,  be  and 
the    aine  ii  hereby  rescinded. 

Alderman  Power  asked  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Worthington— 1  would  like  to  hear 
-mm  reason  why  it  should  be  passed  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Power— At  the  last  meeting,  when 
the  order  was  passed  amending  the  order  offered 
by  the  sewer  department,  1  had  the  honor  to  oc- 
cupy the  chair,  and  did  not  have  an  opportunity 
to  speak  upon  the  subject  or  to  object  to  the 
amendment  being  offered.  I  availed  iny-elf  of  the 

{nivilege  of  moving  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
)\  which  the  order,  as  originally  offered, 
was  amended.  Ibis  Board  v/ill  recollect 
that  the  original  order  called  tor  a  scien- 
tific commission  of  three  civil  engineeis,  and 
that  the  order  offered  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8  "amended  it  so  that  one  physician 
might  be  substituted  for  one  of  tue  civil  engi- 
neers. As  I  said  before,  I  bail  the  honor  to 
occupy  the  chair  at  the  time,  and  did  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  offer  an  amendment.  The  next 
day,  within  the  twenty-four  hours,  I  availed  my- 
self of  the  privilege  of  moving  a  recon- 
sideration of  that  vote,  but  I  found  that 
the  order  had  already  been  signed  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor.  But  his  Honor  the  Mayor  sig- 
nified bis  willingness  to  let  it  remain,  and  not  to 
take  ary  action  upon  it,  tuat  I  might  take  this 
occasion  to  offer  this  order.  I  would  say 
that  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  when  they 
offered  the  order  to  appoint  a  commission,  did  so 
in.gnod  faith,  for  the  purpose,  as  expressed  there- 
in, of  getting  those  in  this  country  who  are  most 
competent  to  judge  of  this  question  of  sewerage, 


that  they  might  report  whethei  or  not  the  city  of 
Boston  had  any  system  of  sewtrage  at  all,  and  if 
it  bad  not  whether  it  would  get  one,  so  far  as  the 
city  has  already  gone  in  that  way.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  fiom  the  circumstances  suiroundiug 
the  offering  of  this  amendment,  I  think  that  I,  as 
the  person  who  offered  the  original  order,  have 
good  grounds  for  being  sonn-what  suspicious  ol 
the  motives  through  which  that  amendment  was 
offered.  I  say  I  have  good  grounds  for  being 
somewhat  suspicious  of  the  offering  of  that 
amendment,  from  all  the  circumstances  that  sur- 
rounded it ;  and  it  looks  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  as 
though  the  person  who  offered  that  amendment- 
being,  with  myself,  one  of  the  strongest  oppo- 
nents, up  to  this  time,  of  this  park  question— his 
sudden  conversion  and  offering  of  this  amend- 
ment look  to  me  as  thoug'.i  they  want  to  run  this 
commission,  which  was  appointed  for  a  good  and 
proper  object,  in  the  interest  of  this  water  park 
out  on  the  Back  Bay.  Now,  sir,  I  don't  want  this 
commission  run  in  the  interest  of  parks,  and  if  the 
gentleman  who  offeied  that  order  sees  fit  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  parks,  I  don't  want  this  commission, 
which  the  Committee  on  Seweis  w  .its  appointed, 
and  the  committee  don't  want  them  run  in  the  in- 
terest of  parks,  i  want  to  get  an  unbiased  com- 
mission, one  not  committed  in  any  way  on  this 
question.  I  don't  know  of  any  doctor  in  this  com- 
munity who  is  considered  3ii  expert  in  this  mat- 
ter but  is  somewhat  committed  to  this  park  ques- 
tion, and  I 'toj't  mean  to  have  any  of  those  gen- 
tlemen put  on  this  commission.  I  don't  want  it 
run  in  the  interest  of  parks,  but  1  want  it  run  1.1 
the  interest  of  this  important  matter  of  sewerage. 
That  is  the  reason  I  have  offered  this  order  I  want 
a  scientific  commission.  As  I  understand  it,  civil 
engineers  are  as  competent  to  understand  this  sub- 
ject of  sewerage  and  sanitary  matters  a-  any  doctor 
ii  this  c-itv.  1  want  this  commission  entirely  un- 
familiar with  and  unprejudiced  upon  this  subject 
of  parks,  and,  therefore,  want  the  order  to  stand 
as  originally  offeied  by  the  Committee  on  Seweis. 
I  want  the  three  best  engineers  that  can  be  got. 
His  honor  the  Mayor  has  the  privilege  of  selecting 
them,  and  J  feel  sine  that  he  will  select  the  best 
that  can  be  found.  Tho-e  are  ths  reasocs  why  I 
offered  this  substitute,  pad  1  hops'  it  will  be 
adopted. 

Alderman  Stebbins— As  I  stated  to  the  Board 
last  week,  when  I  offeied  the  order  amending 
the  first  order  introduced  by  the  Alderman  from 
War,!  12, 1  agree  Kith  the  committee  that  the  mat- 
ter of  sewerage  should  be  investigated;  but  it  oc- 
curred to  myself  and  other  meeibers  of  the  Board 
that  such  a  commission  .  s  was  contemplated  by 
the  order  originally  offeied  would  be  strengthened 
by  the  addition  of  one  person  skilled  in  sanitary 
science,  and  it  was  in  that  view  that  1  offer- 
ed the  amendment  modifying  ibe  original 
oider.  Of  course,  it  is  not  a  matter  about 
w'rich  there  can  be  a  great  amount  of  fueling, 
one  way  or  the  other.  Thai  is  simply  for  the 
judgment  of  tbe  Board.  If  the  Board  wish  the 
order  to  stand,  I  am  content ;  if  they  I  ay  that  three 
civil  engineers  are  better  than  t«o,  I  hope  they 
■will  so  voie. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  is  a  Utile  mistaken  and  must  have 
foi  gotten  what  the  amendment  was.  I  think  it 
says  nothing  about  physicians  or  amendment.  I 
will  read  <t:  "Be  so*  far  modified — in  case  his 
HoEor  the  Mayor  should  deem  it  expedient — as  to 
inak j  the  said  commission  consist  of  two  civil  en- 
gineers and  one  competent  person  skilled  in  the 
subject  of  sanitary  science,  it  stead  of  three  civil 
engineers." 

Now,  sir.  it  seems  to  me  that  thi=  is  an  appro- 
priate commission  to  refer  this  to.  I  am  sure  that 
gent.einen,  immediately  after  rhe  adjournment  of 
the  Boaidof  Aldei men,  when  that  first  order  ap- 
pointing three  civil  engineers  was  passed — it  was 
seen  by  many  outside,  and  I  think  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen— understood  that  a  mistake  had  been 
made  iu  putting  on  three  civil  engireers.  It  is 
usually  the  custom  to  put  on  two  engineers  and 
one  practical  man  in  the  subject  on  which  they 
are  t<.  act.  I  know  that  the  Mayor  met  Aith  this 
objection  at  tbe  commencement  in  appointing 
them.  He  saw  at  once  that  he  was  con- 
fined to  three  civil  engineers,  and  I  think  he  felt 
that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  had  one 
man  practically  educated  in  the  science  of  sewer- 
age and  the  hygiene  of  the  city.  It  has  been  the 
custom  heretofoie,  you  all  remember.  When  the 
water  works  were  first  introduced  into  the  city  of 
Boston,  we  had  two  engineers,,  and  Thomas  B. 
Curtis,  not  an  engineer,  but  a  merchant  of  Boston. 


114 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


I  do  not  remember  a  case  where  they  have  taken 
these  scientific  engineers  for  a  purpose  of  this 
kind  and  have  not  put  on  one  practical  business 
man.  I  believe  the  order  is  right,  and  we  should 
permit  it  to  remain  as  it  is. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  believe  that  the  question 
is  upon  giving;  the  order  a  second  reading.  I 
trust  that  that  motion  will  prevail  m  order  that 
the  matter  may  be  settled  this  afternoon;  but  I 
hope  the  order  itself  will  not  pass.  I  have  heard  no 
good  re?son  gi^en  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
why  we  should  change  the  substitute  order  passed 
last  Monday.  He  says  that  unless  these  three 
commissioners  are  civil  engineers  he  is  afraid  this 
commission  will  be  run  in  the  interest  of  the 
park.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  somewhat 
questioning  the  integrity  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  who  is  to  appoint  these  com- 
missioners. I  do  not  believe  he  will  appoint  that 
commission  in  the  interest  of  anything  except  for 
the  interest  of  the  city  and  to  find  out  what  is  best 
to  be  done  in  the  important  matter  of  sewerage. 
One  other  matter  the  Aldermau  from  Ward  12 
dropped,  which  I  would  like  the  Board  to  make  a 
note  of — that  there  was  no  medical  man  in  this 
community  but  had  already  taken  a  stand  or  was 
prejudiced  in  favor  of  a  public  park,  it  seems  to 
ine  that  that  was  rather  a  dangerous  ad- 
mission for  the  Alderman  to  make.  Does 
he  mean  to  say  that  every  medical  man 
of  experience  and  standing  in  the  commu- 
nity is  in  favor  of  a  public  park?  I  do  notkaow 
but  such  is  the  fact,  but  I  hardly  expected  to  hear 
it  admitted  by  such  a  strong  opponent  of  toe  park 
as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12.  He  says  that  this 
commission  should  be  composed  of  unbiased  and 
unprejudiced  men.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  can 
be  unbiased  and  unprejudieed,  if  Iwo  are  civil 
engineers  and  the  other  is  a  medical  man,  a  per- 
son interested  in  and  informed  upon  sanitary 
works.  That  will  be  the  strongest  commission. 
His  honor  the  Mayor  will  appoint  only  such  men 
as  are  not  in  the  interest  of  any  scheme  or  party ; 
and  lie  will  appoint  men  best  fitted  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  imuortant  matter  referred  to 
them. 


Alderman  Power — I  don't  remember  making 
any  such  statements — that  every  physician  of  note 
in  this  city  was  committed  to  parks.  I  deny  mak- 
ing any  such  statement.  I  said  that  the  men  of 
note  who  had  made  this  question  a  hobby  and  a 
study— who  are  supposed  to  be  authority  upon 
sanitary  statistics — were  committed  to  this  ques- 
tion of  parks;  audi  objected  to  having  any  such 
persons  put  upon  this  commission.  This  question 
of  sewerage  is  entirely  an  engineering  question, 
and  the  committee  thought  they  were  try- 
ing to  get  the  best  thing  done,  and  get  the 
strongest  commission.  It  is  well  known  that  en- 
gineers of  eminence  are  the  best  authority  on 
sanitary  matters,  particularly  when  it  comes  in 
connection  with  sewerage.  The  committee 
thought  they  had  the  matter  in  the  very  best  pos- 
sible shape  for  the  city;  and^we  somewhat  ques- 
tion and  have  some  doubts,  as  I  said  before,  of 
the  object  for  which  that  amendment  was  offered. 
I  say  frankly,  that  I  suspect  that  it  was  intended 
to  have  it  run  as  far  as  possible  in  ths  interest  of 
this  park  question,  and  we  want  it  kept  entirely 
separate  from  that.  It  is  somewhat  customary  here, 
when  a  committee  have  made  a  recommendation 
in  auy  such  matter  as  this,  for  gentlemen  offering 
such  orders  as  the  amendment  to  have  some  con- 
sultation with  the  members  of  the  committee 
about  it.  In  this  case,  as  I  remarked  before,  that 
order  was  offered  when  I  was  in  the  chair  and 
could  not  sneak  upon  the  subject.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  so  far  ?s  he 
is  concerned,  will  endeavor  to  get  the  best  com- 
mission that  he  can,  and  I  do  not  think  he 
will  stoop  to  pick  up  people  committed  to  this 
question. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time.  Alderman 
Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
order  was  rejected — yeas  3,  nays  9. 

Yeas  -Aldermen  Harris,  Power,  Viles — 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow.  Bun-age,  Clark, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins,  VTorth- 
ington— 9. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    11,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Notices  of  James  E.  Root  and  Walter  Farns- 
worth,  of  surrender  of  estates  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street district,  and  petition  of  D.  D.  Stack- 
pole.    Severally  referred. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit,  dated  March  3  (City 
Doc.  No. 34, 1875),  and  Report  on  Fires  and  Alarms 
for  Febuary,  1875.    SeverallySplaced  on  file. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
expediency  of  amending  the  fiftieth  and  fifty-first 
sections  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets,  so 
as  to  require  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from 
the  sidewalk  or  footway  in  front  of  houses  by  the 
owners  or  persons  having  charge  of  the  same. 
Passed. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  School  Committee  for  additional 
primary-school  accommodations  in  the  Bigelow 
District.    Accepted. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

A  resolve  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  widen  School 
street  at  the  present  time  came  down  substituted 
for  the  proposed  reference  of  the  communication 
of  the  Street  Commissioners  on  the  subject  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  substitu- 
tute  action. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  moved  that  the  resolve 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the 
passage  of  the  resolve,  for  the  reason  that  I  think 
it  is  ill-timed  and  ought  not  to  be  passed  now.  I 
hold  in  my  nana  a  copy  of  a  petition  signed  by 
about  eighty  firms  in  Boston  representing  at  least 
$45,000,000,  '  asking  for  the  widening  of  this 
street.  They  come  to  the  City  Government 
in  good  faith  and  ask  that  they  may  be 
heard  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  was  not 
present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  but 
if  I  had  been  I  should  certainly  have  opposed  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  [Mr.  Whitmore]  for  the  committee  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  widening  Beacon  street  from 
Tremont  to  Park  and  Somerset  streets,  which  has 
not  been  asked  for  by  the  petitioners.  I  believe 
that  great  injustice  would  be  done  to  those  par- 
ties who  have  petitioned  for  this  hearing.  If  it  be . 
in  order,  I  would  move  that  those  amendments  be 
stricken  out,  and  that  the  Council  concur  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  original  reference. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  was  present  at  the 
session  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  last  Monday, 
and  the  action  taken  by  them  was  simply  the  sub- 
stitution of  this  resolve  for  the  amended  refer- 
ence sent  up  by  the  Council.  The  Aldermen  did 
not  vote  on  the  amended  reference  at  all.  I  moved 
to  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table  simply  for  the 
reason  that  we  have  so  much  business  before  us 
tonight  that  I  think  another  evening  should  be 
given  to  the  discussion  of  the  main  question.  I 
Save  some  arguments  to  bring  up  in  support  of 
the  amendment  passed  by  this  Council,  but  1  think 
we  have  already  sufficient  business  laid  out  for 
this  evening,  and  for  that  reason  I  made  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— I  trust  that  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table  will  not  prevail.  I  think 
the  Council  are  prepared  to  act  upou  this  ques- 
tion at  the  present  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
no  time  to  entertain  a  proposition  of  this  kind, 
and  that  the  Council  are  prepared  to  go  into 
the  expenditure  necessary  to  widen  School  street. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed— 23  for, 
22  against. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  employment  of  necessary  assist- 
ance in  Department  for  Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings, 
at  not  exceeding  $2000.    Pissed  in  concurrence. 

INSPECTORS  OF  LIGHTERS. 

The  election  of  Inspectors  of  Lighters  came  up 
in  the  regular  order  under  unfinished  business. 
The  Chair  read  the  certificate  of  the  election  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Edward  Hatch  as  In- 


spector-in-Chief  and  John  Kenney,  John  J.  Cad- 
digan  and  John  C.  Brooks  assistants,  and  the 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot. 

Messrs.  Woods  of  Ward  8,  Barry  of  Ward  7, 
and  Mooney  of  Ward  2  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Edward  Hatch 61 

John  Kenne v 50 

John  J.  Caddigan 52 

JohnC.  Brooks 26 

Charles  C.  Davis 26 

W.  S.  Battis 24 

J.  Coughlin 5 

J.  Mullaly 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 

Messrs.  Hatch,  Kenney  and  Caddigan  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence,  and  a  second  bal- 
lot was  had  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Charles  C.  Davis 35 

William  S.  Battis 15 

John  C .  Brooks 9 

J.  Coughlin 2 

J.  Mullaly 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 

And  Mr.  Davis  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

REDIVISION  OF  THE  WARDS. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  in  accordance  with 
notice  filed  with  the  Clerk,  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting,  whereby 
was  passed  the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  amend  his 
petition  to  the  Legislature  concerning  a  new 
division  of  the  wards,  so  that  the  number  of 
wards  shall  be  fixed  at  thirty-two,  with  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  and  two  members 
of  the  School  Committee  from  each  ward,  (City 
Doc.  No.  33, 1875). 

Mr.  Brackett — I  gave  this  notice,  not  from  any 
wish  to  thiow  a  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  the 
revision  of  the  wards,  or  to  cause  any  unnecessary 
delay.  Last  week  I  asked  to  postpone  it,  but  the 
Council  decided  in  the  negative ;  but  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  the  main  question  has  not  received  the 
discussion  to  which  its  importance  entitles  it. 
The  question  has  come  up  on  two  or  three  differ- 
ent evenings,  but  under  a  different  shape.  The 
first  night  there  was  an  order  for  the  Mayor  to  di- 
vide the  city  into  thirty  wards;  the  next  even- 
ing there  was  an  amendment  to  have  two 
Common  Councilmen  from  each  ward;  then 
the  next  evening'  there  was  another  for 
thirty-six  wards,  and  on  the  last  evening 
a  proposition  was  made  to  change  that 
number  so  as  to  make  the  wards  thirty-two. 
The  entire  discussiou  of  the  question  has  been 
upon  whether  or  not  it  is  better  to  make  this  re- 
vision now,  and  the  main  question,  as  to  how 
many  wards  there  should  be,  has  had  no  discus- 
sion." At  the  last  meetiug  the  committee  brought 
in  a  report  and  no  geiidemau  here  had  time  to 
read  it,  and  I  think  it  was  almost  unprecedented 
to  ask  the  Council  to  vote  upon  a  subject  of  such 
importance  as  to  be  reported  upon  in  print  on 
the  same  evening  when  it  is  presented. 
Of  course,  gentlemen  could  uot  have  had  time  to 
read  and  reflect  upon  that  report,  and  I  think  that 
no  good  reasons  have  been  given  for  thirty-two 
wards.  Two  important  questions  are  involved. 
One  is  whether  we  .ought  to  make  a  diminution  of 
the  number  of  the  Council,  and  the  other  is 
whether  we  should  reduce  or  increase  the  number 
of  wards.  There  are  good  arguments  upon  both 
sides.  Believiug  that  hasty  legislation  is  not  ad- 
visable in  any  case,  I  moved  this  reconsideration, 
hoping  that  it  will  prevail,  and  that  members  hav- 
ing new  propositions  to  make  may  be  allowed  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  14 — I  feel  constrained  to 
oppose  a  reconsideration  unless  the  gentleman 
who  makes  the  motion  will  give  some  intimation 
of  the  nature  of  the  amendment  which  may  be 
offered  by  him  if  the  reconsideration  prevails.  I 
am  fully  "aware  that  the  action  of  the  committee 
was  a  little  uuusual;  my  only  apology  for  it  is  the 
fact  that  at  the  previous  meeting  a  general  desire 
was  sxpressed  to  hear  from  the  committee.  The 
motion  I  had  made  individually  was  to  alter 
the  number  of  wards  froin  tweriry<o  thirty-six. 
but  it  was  at  once  desired  to  have  the  opinion  of 
the  whole  committee.  A  meeting  was  called  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  the  number  thirty-two  agreed 
upon.  We  were  obliged  to  report  in  print  iu  or- 
der to  give  members  "an  opportunity  to  understand 
the  reasons  which   governed   us  in   making  tha 
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decision.  lam  a  ware  that  it  is  hardly  as  inter- 
esting as  a  penny  novel,  and  I  didn't  expect  mem- 
bers to  read  it  as  attentively  as  they  would  some- 
thing mure  fascinating.  To  escape  the  flood  of 
eloquence  which  occurrPd  in  the  chamber,  the 
members  took  i ef uge  in  the  ante-room,  but  they 
had  ample  opportunity  to  find  the  reasons  of 
the  committee  in  the  document.  The  main 
reason  of  the  committee  is  that  it  is  not 
desirable  to  leduce  the  number  of  the  Coun- 
cil much  from  its  present  limit.  As  to 
whether  the  number  of  the  Council  should  be  62 
instead  of  32,  that  can  easily  be  understood  by  the 
average  Councilman.  1  do  not  think  any  member 
voted  at  the  last  meeting  with  the  slightest  misap- 
prehension of  his  vote.  1  should  be  loth  to  prevent 
the  offering  of  any  amendment;  but  the  debate 
lasted  two  evenings,  and  there  was  plenty  of  time 
to  offer  amendments.  Unless  the  mover  of  the 
reconsideration  is  willing  to  state  the  amendment 
he  proposes  to  offer,  1  hardly  think  it  is  wise  to 
reverse  our  action.  It  is  true  that  hasty  legisla- 
tion is  undesirable ;  but  it  is  also  undesirable 
at  this  early  stage  of  the  Council,  after  a  matter 
has  been  decided,  to  allow  it  again  to  be  opened  and 
debated.  As  1  said  last  week,  the  whole  question  of 
the  charter  is  studded  with  problems  for  debate 
and  discussion  ;  and  now,  unless  some  good  rea- 
son is  given,  I  can  see  no  cause  for  going  back 
and  reopening  this  question.  It  is  true  that  the 
vote  is  not  recorded,  but  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
majority  was  very  strongly  in  favor  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  says 
an  opportunity  was  offered  to  make  amendments 
at  the  last  meeting.  I  differ  from  him.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
[Mr.  Crocker]  offered  an  amendment,  which  was 
discussed.  I  also  intended  to  offer  an  amendment 
that  evening,  but  before  I  could  do  so  the  previous 
question  was  ordered.  I  am  willing  to  state  the 
nature  of  the  amendment  I  shall  offer  if  the  re- 
consideration prevails,  only  it  places  me  some- 
what at  a  disadvantage,  because  by  our  rules  I  am 
limited  to  five  minutes  in  discussing  the  motion  to 
reconsider.  The  |  amendment  which  I  should 
offer  as  a  substitute  is  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  amend  his  petition,  now  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, so  that  the  number  of  wards  after  the  new 
census  shall  be  fixed  at  twenty-four,  and  so  that 
the  Common  Council  and  School  Committee  shall 
each  consist  of  seventy-two  members,  to  be  ap- 
portioned by  the  City  Council  among  the  several 
wards,  according  to  the  number  of  voters  in  each. 
That  involves  a  new  idea  here,  but  I  have  not 
the  time  now  to  explain  it  and  give  my  ieasons  for 
it,  which  I  should  be  happy  to  do  if  the  reconsid- 
eration prevails. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed— 38  for,  15 
against. 

Mr.  Brackett  offered  the  order  he  had  read  as  a 
substitute  for  the  one  adopted  at  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Brackett— As  this  amendment  involves  a 
new  system  of  apportioning  the  members  of  the 
Council  among  the  wards,  I  desire  to  say  a  word 
or  two  in  favor  of  it.  The  object  at  which  we  are 
aiming  in  this  division  is  to  obtain  an  equality  of 
representation  among  the  different  wards.  It  has 
been  the  custom  to  obtain  this  by  having  a  uni- 
form number  of  Councilmen  from  each  ward,  and 
then  endeavoring  to  make  the  wards  equal  in  the 
number  of  voters.  While  the  city  was  compact 
and  homogeneous,  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  pre- 
vious apportionment,  it  was  easy  to  obtain  that 
equality.  But  now  the  character  of  the  city  is 
changed;  the  cities  of  Roxbury  and  Charlestown, 
and  the  towns  of  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton  have  been  annexed,  and  I  think 
if  you  try  to  have  an  arbitrary  number 
from  each  ward  there  will  be  great  diffi- 
culty in  adjusting  the  ward  lines.  Take  Brigh- 
ton, for  instance  ;  I  suppose  the  com-mittee 
intend  to  make  that  a  ward  by  itself ;  there  cer- 
tainly would  be  an  objection  to  making  it  a  part 
of  another  ward,  because  in  that  case  you  would 
have  two  voting  precincts,  which  would  mfike  it 
substantially  a  ward  by  itself.  If  you  make 
Brighton  one  ward,  with  its  1200  voters,  and  divide 
the  rest  of  the  city  upon  the  same  basis,  you  will 
have  some  forty-six  or  forty-seven  wards  and 
some  ninety-two  or  ninety-four  Councilmen, 
which  I  presume  no  one  desires.  By 
the  plan  which  I  propose,  it.  seems  to 
bib  that  this  matter  can  be  easily  adjusted.  If 
Brighton  is  entitled  to  one  or  two  Councilmen, she 
willget  them,  and  if  one  or  two  wards  have  twice 
that  number  of  voters  they  will  get  twice  the  num- 


ber of  Councilmen.  Now  what  is  the  use  of  divid- 
ing a  large  ward  to  make  another  as  small  as 
Brighton?  Take  Ward  11  for  example;  if  you  make 
Brighton  a  ward,  Ward  11  would  perhaps  have 
voters  enough  to  make  three  wards.  I  have  never 
heard  of  any  unfairness  in  an  election  in  Ward  11 ; 
people  have  a  chance  to  voce,  good  delegations 
are  sent  to  the  Council  and  the  Legislature;  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  well  enough  as  it  is,  and  if 
that  is  so  what  is  the  use  of  making 
two  or  three  small  wards  of  it?  Why  not 
let  it  remain  as  it  is,  and  give  it  the 
number  of  Councilmen  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  voters,  if  the  division  is  made  in  this  way, 
the  different  wards  would  substantially  have  three 
Councilmen  apiece,  and  I  have  provided  for  that 
by  making  the  number  of  Councilmen  a  multiple 
of  the  number  of  wards,  the  wards  remaining 
substantially  as  they  are  now,  which,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  desirable.  Taking  800  voters  to  a  Council- 
man, a  majority  of  wards  would  be  entitled  to 
three  members  of  the  Council,  and  a  great  many 
would  have  a  small  surplus.  You  could  then  ar- 
range the  ward  Hues  so  as  to  take  off  the  sur- 
plus and  put  it  uuon  the  ward  that  has 
not  enough.  In  this  manner  you  main- 
tain both  the  ward  lines  and  equality 
of  representation.    This  subject  involves  two  im- 

gortant  questions.  First,  whether  we  should 
ave  so  many  wards?  I  believe  it  is  not  desirable 
to  have  so  many  wards,  and  I  subsciibe  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  that  re- 
spect. To  have  a  large  number  of  wards  would 
put  the  city  to  a  large  expense  for  ward  rooms, 
and  make  it  desirable  for  men  who  put  up  houses. 
Some  think  the  people  will  be  better  acquainted 
in  small  wards.  I  do  not  think  so.  In  the  coun- 
try it  is  so.  But  in  the  city  we  know  those  who 
live  in  the  nio?t  distant  parts  of  the  ward  as  well 
as  those  who  live  near  us.  Neither  do  Ithinksmall 
wards  will  pi  event  fraudulent  voting.  If  you  look 
through  this  city  ycu  will  find  that  the  large 
wards  are  just  as  free  from  frauds  as  the  small 
ones.  If  people  are  susceptible  to  corruption,  I 
don't  care  if  you  divide  the  wards  iuto  micro- 
scopic proportions,  it  will  not  make  them  less  so. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  people  desire  good  gov- 
ernment, the  elections  will  be  carried  on  right, 
and  no  matter  how  large  they  are,  the  wards  will 
be  represented  by  good  men.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  also  said  business  would  be  done 
more  expeditiously  in  a  small  Council,  and  he 
spoke  of  the  tendency  to  debate  in  this  body. 
I  take  issue  with  him  upon  that  point.  I 
think  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the  city  to  have  ques- 
tions of  this  kind  debated  at  length,  that  improper 
legislation  will  be  much  less  where  a  large  num- 
ber of  minds  pass  upon  it.  If  I  had  a  pet  scheme 
which  might  perhaps  be  improper,  I  think  my 
chances  for  securing  its  passage  would  be  much 

freater  than  if  it  had  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  large 
ody.  The  idea  of  apportionment  which  I  have 
thrown  out  is  a  new  one,  I  am  aware ;  but  I  con- 
sider that  it  will  furnish  the  most  satisfactory  way 
of  adjusting  this  question.  It  seems  to  me  that 
seventy-two  Councilmen  is  not  too  large  for  a 
legislative  body  of  the  City  Government  of  Bos- 
ton, but  it  seems  to  me  that  twenty-four  will  be  as 
large  a  number  of  wards  as  we  ought  to  have. 

Mr.Whitinore  of  Ward  4— The  proposition  which 
the  gentleman  has  just  explained  involves  a  radi- 
cal change,  as  he  himself  confesses,  in  the  man- 
ner i\!  which  the  Common  Council  and  School 
Committee  and  other  city  officers  are  elected.  I 
am  unwilling  that  he  should  seem  to  have  the 
advantage  of  seeming  to  appeal  to  the  Council  to 
keep  the  number  of  members  at  it*  present  limit. 
Those  who  have  followed  the  course  of  the  debates 
on  this  question  are  aware  of  the  proposition  made 
to  have  thirty-six  wards  with  two  members  from 
each,  which  would  give  seventy-two  as  the  num- 
ber of  the  Council.  The  reduction  to  thirty-two 
was  made  in  the  committee  after  a  consideration 
of  all  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a 
large  number  of  wards.  Practically,  the  vote 
arrived  at  last  evening  involved  no  considerable 
reduction  of  the  members  of  the  Council.  As  to 
the  mattt-r  of  one  small  ward,  -«?hich  is  brought 
up  on  all  occasions,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
seems  to  forget  that  we  have  already  instructed 
the  Mayor  to  petition  for  more  than  one  voting 
place.  It  is  true  that  no  division  could  be  made 
in  Brighton,  but  it  will  be  practically  impossible 
to  make  an  even  division  iu  East  Boston,  Charles- 
town  and  other  wards.  We  cannot  make  exactly 
two,  three  or  four  wards  in  Charlestown  or  East 
Boston,  and  have  a  unit  of  representation  which 
will  suit  the  whole  city.    For  that  very  reason  it 
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was  decided,  and  it  has  already  been  voted  by 
this  Council,  toat  it  is  best  for  the  Mayor 
to  petition  for  more  than  one  voting  place  in  a 
ward.  When  we  come  to  West  Roxbury  and  Dor- 
chester, it  was  thought  best  to  have  more  than 
one  polliDg  place,  and  the  argument  of  the  com- 
mittee was  that  as  soon  as  you  had  more  than  one 
voting  place  you  had  virtually  another  ward.  As 
to  the  suggestion  that  you  can  have  five  or  six 
from  one  ward,  aDd  two  or  three  from  another, 
that  is  opposed  to  our  entire  system  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  gentleman  must  give  a  stronger  ar- 
fument  than  that  for  the  change  he  proposes, 
he  object  of  the  committee  is  to  make  as 
slight  change  as  possible  in  the  city  charter, 
for  this  year.  When  the  new  charter  comes 
up,  the  gentleman  will  have  ample  occasion  to 
bring  foiward  the  scheme  which  he  proposes. 
After  considering  the  matter  with  a  good  deal  of 
care  the  committee  decided  that  thirty -two  wards 
with  two  members  from  each  would  give  us  all  the 
advantages  we  could  desire,  and  was  a  sufficiently 
slight  departure  from  the  existing  charter  to  war- 
rant us  iu  expecting  to  get  it  through  this  year. 
My  argument  is  that  it  makes  as  little  change  as 
possible.  I  don't  want  to  go  into  fanciful  or 
Utopian  schemes  of  legislation.  If  we  go  before 
the  Legislature  with  a  proposition  to  divide  the 
wards  the  present  year,  that  will  probably  be  ac- 
cepted. I  think  that  will  be  all  that  is  required. 
I  hope  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  order  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  will  reaffirm  that  opinion 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— When  this  matter  first 
came  up  I  was  somewhat  in  favor  of  reducing  the 
number  of  the  Council;  but  after  hearing  the  dis- 
cussion, it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  weight  in  the  idea  of  the  advantages  which  a 
large  Council  can  give  us.  There  is  a  great  deal 
of  advantage  in  the  discussions  which  take  place 
here.  The  members  of  the  Council,  on  the  differ- 
ent committees,  have  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do, 
and  I  see  no  objection  to  this  body  consisting  of 
seventy-two  members.  If  you  are  to  have  a  Coun- 
cil of  seventy-two  members,  the  number  thirty- 
six  is  very  much  more  convenient  than  thirty-two 
for  purposes  of  division,  which  I  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  other  night.  It  is  quite  im- 
portant, if  there  are  many  candidates  to  elect  by 
districts,  that  we  should  avoid  splitting  the  wards, 
and  the  number  thirty  two  permits  the  selection 
of  only  four  members.  For  instance,  with  thirty- 
two  wards,  you  could,  without  splitting  the  wards, 
elect  4,  8  or  16  candidates,  and  that  is  all.  But  if 
you  have  thirty-six  wards,  you  can  elect  2,  3,  4,  6, 
9, 12, 18  candidates.  So  it  is  evident  tbat  thirty-six 
is  much  more  convenient  than  thirty-two,  while 
the  question  of  polling  places  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  a  very  serious  matter.  The 
establishment  of  new  polling  nlaces  can  be 
done  very  inexpensively^  when  the  wards  are 
small,  of  course  the  poihng  places  will  be  small. 
If  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
does  not  prevail  I  propose  to  try  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  by  offering  another,  that  the  number  of 
wards  be  thirty-six,  with  two  members  of  the 
Council  and  School  Committee  from  each. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  fully  agree  witb  the 
gentlemen  from  Ward  9  as  to  the  number  of 
wards.  The  disadvantage  of  the  order  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  this:  Under 
it,  one  ward  will  have  perhaps  one  Coun- 
cilman, ard  another  five  or  six,  ten  or 
twelve  —  it  rnav  have  any  number,  or  you 
may  make  it  as  large  as  youpleise.  Whereas,  if 
the  order  is  as  specific  as  the  one  which  was 
passed  the  other  evening,  that  the  Mayor  petition 
for  authority  to  divide  the  city  into  a  certain  num- 
ber of  wards,  with  one  or  two  Couneiloien  from 
each,  then  the  wards  will  be  divided  in  that  ratio, 
the  voters  will  be  so  equally  divided  that  each 
member  will  lepresent  about  the  same  number  of 
constituents.  Under  the  order  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10,  one  ward  would  have  one,  two, 
three  or  four  members,  and  1  am  opposed  to  that. 
The  European  plan  of  representation  is  the 
proper  one.  There  are  some  things  in  the 
old  kingly  governments  which  might  be 
copied  with  a  great  deal  of  good  to  republican  in- 
stitutions. Each  man  runs  upon  his  own  merits. 
There  is  one  candidate  fiom  each  district;  fifteen 
may  rnu ;  and  the  one  who  gets  the  most  votes  is 
elected.  Now,  what  is  tbe  consequence  of  our 
system?  You  have  a  large  room  for  the  4000 
voters  in  a  ward;  you  call  a  caucus,  aud  the 
citizens  of  the  ward  meet,  forsooth;  the  caucus  is 
managed  by  about  five  persons;  candidates  are 
nominated ;     some    may    oe    good    enough    for 


any  office,  and  some  may  not;  but  they  are 
all  elected.  Now,  if  you  had  very  small 
wards  with  one  candidate  for  an  office,  then, 
if  the  caucus  makes  an  unfit  nomination, 
the  citizens  of  the  ward  can  put  up  an- 
other man  and  beat  the  one  who  is  nominated  by 
this  caucus  management.  In  a  large  ward,  if  you 
nominate  four  men  in  caucus,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  defeat  them,  because  the  friends  of  the 
weak  man  will  work  the  harder,  and  the  strong 
man  will  help  the  weak,  j.nd  the  whole  ticket  wifl 
be  elected.  I  should  rather  see  the  contractors 
getting  (large  jobs  for  building  wardrooms,  than 
that  this  branch  of  the  City  Government 
should  be  run  by  rings.  If  there  should  be 
a  wrong  done  in  making  jobs  for  building 
wardrooms,  the  other  wrong  is  ten  times 
greater,  and  of  the  two  evils  give  me  the 
lesser.  I  say  the  larger  number  of  wards  will  not 
be  a  great  expense,  and  if  it  is,  it  will  be  in  the  in- 
terest of  good  government.  The  very  thing  which 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  election  is  the  caucus 
system.  That  is  what  we  are  tryiDg  to  right,  and 
you  can  never  do  it  in  a  large  ward ;  but  if  you 
have  a  small  ward,  it  can  be  done  with  "one 
representative  in  this  body  and  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. I  wish  that  the  order  passed  could  be  more 
flexible,  according  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Crocker], 
making  the  number  Dot  less  than  twenty- 
four  or  twenty-six,  nor  more  than  forty- 
eight,  so  that  after  we  get  power  from  the 
Legislature  we  can  divide  the  wards  as  we  see  fit. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  order  of  ths  gentleman  from 
Ward  10,  because  I  believe  we  should  have  a  large 
number  of  wards,  and  I  think  we  should  try  the 
Europeau  plan  of  single  representation.  His 
plan  would  increase  the  evils  which  exist  today, 
and  are  the  result  of  aaving  large  wards.  He  says 
there  will  be  no  great  harm  done  in  having  large 
wards.  I  think  there  mil  be.  It  may  not  be  so  in 
Ward  11,  but  I  say  the  larger  a  ward  becomes  the 
more  unwieldy  it  is  aud  the  less  the  people  have 
to  say  about  running  the  caucus.  In  small  wards 
there  is  a  better  chance  of  nominating  good  men, 
and  of  the  people  taking  part  in  the  election.  I 
am  also  in  favor  of  a  large  representation  in  this 
body. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8—1  disagi  ee  with  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Ward  7  in  some  particu- 
lars in  regard  to  changing  the  number  of  wards, 
and  I  agree  partly  with  the  member  from  Ward 
10.  I  think  the  number  twenty-four  is  better  than 
one  much  larger.  I  have  noticed  that  from  1822 
to  1867  we  had  but  twelve  warus— 45  years.  In 
1868  three  wards,  the  Roxbury  district,  were  add- 
ed; in  1870  one  more  was  added  by  the  annexation 
ot  Dorchester.  In  1871  Charlestown,  West  Rox- 
bury and  Brighton  were  added,  with  five  wards, 
making  twenty-one  in  all.  By  City  Document  33, 
which  lies  on  the  table.  I  see  that  the  whole 
number  of  registered  voters,  both  printed  and 
written,  in  1874  was  57,045.  The  whole  number  of 
votes  cast  at  the  last  State  election  with  all  the 
annexed  territory  was  29,603.  The  total  number 
of  votes  cast  for  the  past  seven  vears  is  as  fol- 
lows: In  1868.  27,729;  in  1869,  19,009;  iu  1870.  21.T4S; 
iu  1871,  17,57S;  in  1S72.  26,214:  iu  1873,  16,929:  iu 
1874,  29,603.  It  will  thus  be  seen  tbat  not  more  than 
one-half  the  registered  voters  will  deposit  ballots. 
By  calling  the  whole  registered  vote  in  round 
numbers  60.000,  if  divided  into  thirty-six  wards  as 
has  been  proposed,  would  make  tbe  average  to 
each  ward  1666,  while  tbe  number  of  ballots  real- 
ly deposited  was  833.  For  thirty-two  wards,  as  is 
now  proposed,  the  average  of  voters  m  each  ward 
would  be  1S75;  actual  votes,  937:  for  tnenty-hve 
wards,  average  240;>.  actual  votes  1200;  tor  twenty- 
four  wards,  average  2500.  ctual  votes  1260.  I 
think  twenty-four  or  tweaty-five  wards  will  be 
ample  for  the  next  fifty  years,  and  we 
should  leave  it  for  the  wisdom  of  fu- 
ture aces  to  determine  their  own  wants. 
I  think  the  honorable  member  from  Ward  7  over- 
looks one  fact  when  he,  speaks  of  some  wards  be- 
ing  larger  and  others  smaller.  The  object  of  a  re- 
division  is  to  make  them  as  equal  as  po.-sible.  For 
instance,  South  Boston  might  have  two  wards, each 
as  1  .tic  as  two  others  in  some  sections.  I  should  be 
iu  favor  of  having  three  Couucilmeu  from  each 
ward,  unless  thy  are  small  wards.  It  is  well 
known  that  since  the  territory  has  increa  ed 
the  labor  to  be  performed  is  much  greater. 
Consequently  if  you  take  only  two  members 
from  each  ward,  it  will  be  very  difficult 
for  them  to  irive  the  necessary  time  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  city.  In  view  of  the  number  of 
votes  that  we  will  have.  I   really  hope  the  substi- 
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tute  of  the  honorable  member  from  Ward  10  will 
pass. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  savs  that  according  to  the  system  I  pro- 
pose, you  may  have  as  many  Councilmen  as  you 
please.  I  aay  it  will  prevent  it.  We  are  to  ap- 
portion them  after  we  get  the  privilege  of  de- 
termining it.  Take  the  basis  of  800  voters  to  a 
Councilman  ;  divide  the  total  by  that,  and  East 
Boston  will  have  six,  and  Ward  12  rive,  but  no 
other  ward  will  have  more  than  four,  and  the 
most  of  them  three.  I  have  provided  for  taree 
additional  wards  so  that  you  can  divide  East  Bos- 
ton and  Ward  12  into  two  wards.  The  gentlemau 
from  Ward  4  says  that  there  is  no  basis  which  can 
be  arrived  at  to  equally  divide  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts. The  whole  number  of  voters  in  Charles- 
town  is  7204;  dividing  that  by  800  gives  nine  Coun- 
cilmen. The  whole  number  of  voters  in  the  Rox- 
bury  wards  divided  by  800  gives  nine  Councilmen, 
with  a  small  surplus.  Dorchester  would  have  four 
Councilmen;  or  Dorchester  could  be  divided  into 
two  wards  with  two  from  each.  The  voters  of 
Wards  9, 10, 11,  added  together,  will  give  twelve 
Councilmen,  with  a  very  small  surplus,  and  you 
could  either  leave  them  substantally  as  they  are,  or 
divide  them.  Wards  2,  3  and  6  would  each  have 
three  Councilmen,  with  a  small  surplus.  Ward 
4  or  5  would  not  have  enough  to  make  an  even 
number,  but  by  taking  the  surplus  from  the  other 
wards  you  could  give  Ward  4  three  Councilmen 
and  Ward  5  two;  Ward  7  has  enough  to 
give  it  four  Councilmen,  and  Ward  8  not 
quite  enough  for  that  number.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  perfectly  practicable;  it  offers 
no  obstacle  to  having  a  uniform  number  of  mem- 
bers. My  plan  provides  for  seventy-two  Coun- 
cilmen, with  twenty-four  wards,  if  the  Council 
prefers  a  uniform  number  from  each  ward.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  says  it  is  opposed  to  our 
whole  system  of  govern tneut.  We  now  have  five 
wards,  with  two  Councilmen  from  each,  ami  we 
have  n't  seen  any  disadvantage  from  it.  How- 
ever, the  apportionment  is  unfair,  because  the 
wards  vary  in  population.  The  .gentleman  from 
Ward  7  says  he  would  rather  pay  the  ad- 
ditional expense  for  ward  rooms  than  have 
the  city  mn  bv  rings.  He  does  not 
show  that  a  small  ward  caunot  be  run  by  a  small 
ring.  My  judgment  is  that  it  does  n't  make  a 
great  difference,  any  way,  and  that  the  influence 
of  rings  depend-  upon  he  character  of  the  voters, 
and  not  upon  the  number  who  act  together  in  the 
same  ward. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  6—1  do  not  tbiuk  that  the 
report  of  this  committee  exactly  embodies  the 
ideas  or  preferences  of  any  individual  memher. 
When  they  met  there  was  great  diversity  of  opinion 
both  in  regard  to  the  nnmber  of  wards  and  to  the 
representation  in  this  chamber.  My  own  preference 
would  be  for  a  much  smaller  number  of  wards 
and  representation  in  this  body  than  there  is  now. 
I  am  very  much  struck  with  the  remarks  of  the 

f;entleman  from  Ward  7  in  regard  to  the  advan- 
ages  of  having  a  small  representation  from  each 
ward,  and  it  Beams  to  me  that  the  leport  of  the 
committee  is  a  fair  compromise  on  both  the  num- 
ber of  wards  and  the  representation.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  gentleman  who  has  sat  here  for  the 
last  ten  months  can  see  any  serious  detriment  to 
result  from  a  reduction  of  the  Council.  The  more 
councilmen  there  are  the  more  dinners  and  car- 
riages there  will  be.  If  we  only  have  two  mem- 
bers from  each  ward  the  people  will  be  more  care- 
ful to  put  up  good  men,  and  weak  men  will  not  be 
so  likely  to  be  elected  as  when  the  wards  have 
four  and  the  Council  is  large.  Absolute,  just  and 
equal  fairness  are  raiely  found  in  this  world,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that,  taking  all  things  into  consid- 
eration, the  report  is  about  as  fair  an  embodiment 
of  the  sense  of  the  committee  as  can  be  made,  and 
I  hope  the  Council  will  abide  by  its  foimer  action, 
and  sustain  the  report. 

Mr.  Long  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
substitute.    Lost. 

The  substitute  was  lost,  and  the  question  was  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  6  moved  to  aineud  by 
striking  out  "32''  and  inserting  "3G." 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  to  offer  an 
amendment  that  the  wards  shall  be  fixed  at  twen- 
ty-four, with  three  members  of  the  Council  and 
two  of  the  School  Committee  from  each.  In 
determining  the  number  of  wards  three 
things  are  to  be  considered— first,  the  number 
of  this  body;  second,  the  number  of 
the  School  Committee  from  each  ward,  and  third, 
the  number  of  Representatives  to  whigb  the  city 


will  be  entitled  in  the  Legislature.  My  own  pref- 
erence would  be  for  a  smaller  number  than  three 
members  from  each  ward  for  the  Council,  and  I 
think  that  seventy-two  is  a  larger  body  than  we 
need;  I  should  prefer  forty- eight;  I  think  seven- 
ty-two or  rixty-four  for  the  School  Committee  is 
too  large;  and  that  that  body  would  be  much 
more  efficient  if  limited  to  forty-eight.  We 
ought  to  ai range  the  number  of  wards  so 
as  to  make  it  easy  to  apportion  the  Rep- 
resentatives. H  I  remember  aright,  the'present 
number  is  forty-five  or  fifty,  and  if  that  is  to  be 
the  number  next  year,  it  will  be  easier  to  ?ppoi> 
tion  them  among  twenty-four  wards  than  among 
any  other  number. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— We  ought  to  act  with 
more  deliberation  in  regard  to  the  School  Commit- 
tee than  our  own  body,  because  we  are  acting  for 
others.  The  School  Committee  consists  ot  116 
members.  We  have  already  proposed  to  reduce 
their  number  to  sixty-two,  and  to  reduce  them  to 
forty-eight  would  leave  them  only  a  few  more  than 
a  third  of  the  present  number.  We  have  already 
thrown  one-third  of  the  members  out  of 
their  seats,  and  we  ough,t  to  make  a  fur- 
ther reduction  as  slight  as  possible.  The 
same  idea  that  cro  sped  out  in  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6,  has  appeared  in  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  and  that 
is  to  do  something  to  materially  alter  the  present 
city  charter.  We  must  reduce  the  School  Commit- 
tee somewhat,  but  to  make  it  forty-eight  would 
be  too  much.  I  thiuk  chis  body  should  not  deal 
with  a  coodinate  bianch  of  the  City  Government 
without  consulting  them. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  tBe  school  board,  and  I  quite  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4.  If  the  proposed 
new  charter  goes  into  effect,  we  ought  to  have  a 
reduction  of  the  school  board,  for  the  examiners 
will  then  do  what  the  board  does  now.  But  if  the 
charter  does  not  go  through,  I  think  it  would  be 
unwise  to  reduce  the  board  to  such  an  extent. 
We  have  forty-eight  or  fifty  schools  today,  and 
with  only  forty-eight  members  in  the  hoard,  each 
one  would  be  chairman  of  a  school  district,  which 
would  be  too  much  work,  for  he  could  then  do 
nothing  else.  Until  we  can  have  the  examiuer?, 
I  shall  object  to  any  reduction  in  the  school 
board. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — As  theie  seems  to  be  a 
wide  diversity  of  opinion  tonight,  1  think  a  cor- 
rect vote  is  entirely  out  ot  the  question.  The 
committee  seems  to  have  adopted  a  compromise, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  carried,  for  the  reasons 
that  it  will  give  the  Council  time  to  consider  the 
matter,  and  after  the  census  is  taken  we  shall  be 
able  to  judge  with  more  discrimination.  I  hope 
that  amendment  may  be  renewed. 

Tbe  amendment  of  Mr.  Peabody  was  adopted— 
29  for,  27  against. 

Mr.  Kimball  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the 
question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — It  has  been  urged  that 
we  should  settle  this  year,  and  that  next  year  we 
can  get  a  new  revision  of  the  wards  if  the  char- 
ter is  adopted.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  vote 
for  this  order  with  the  idea  that  it  is  merely  a  tem- 
porary matter  which  can  be  undone  next  year.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  undesirable  to  ar- 
range the  division  and  prepare  the  wardrooms  for 
one  city  election  this  fall,  and  then  change  them 
for  the  next  election.  It  is  plain  that  we  should 
be  carefu1  now  and  fix  it  once  and  for  all,  even  if 
we  do  have  the  new  charter. 

The  order  as  amended,  making  thirty-six  wards 
with  two  members  of  the  Council  and  School  Com- 
mittee from  each,  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail. 

Mi.  Fitzgerald  raised  the  point  that  the  order 
having  been  once  reconsidered  could  not  be  re- 
considered again. 

The  President  decided  the  point  well  taken. 

The  repor   and  order  were  eent  up. 

SWETT  STKEET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12,  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8%  P.  M, 
viz.,  order  for  a  loan  of  S476,000  for  widening, 
building  and  extending  Swett  street  from  Albany 
street  to  Dorchester  avenue ;  with  amendments  to 
fix  the  loan  at  §376,000  instead  of  $476,000,  and  to 
add  to  the  order  the  words,  "provided  that  no  part 
of  said  sum  shall  be  used  or  expended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  changing  the  grade  of|the  railroad  referred 
to  in  chapter  387  of  the  acts  of  1874." 
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Mr.  Wilson  moved  chat  it  be  further  assigned 
for  next  Thursday  evening,  at  8%  o'clock,  as  there 
were  several  geotlemen  absent  who  desired  to 
view  the  locality,  which  he  hoped  all  would  be 
able  to  do  during  the  coming  week. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  objected  to  assinging  to 
next  Thursday  evening,  as  he  thought  the  park 
question  would  then  be  discussed.  He  moved  to 
amend  by  making  it  two  weeks  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Wilson  desires!  every  one  to  discuss  the 
matter  and  view  the  premises,  but  could  not  see 
any  reason  for  a  postponement  for  two  weeks. 
.  Mr.  Page  was  willing  to  have  a  vote  taken  to- 
uignt,  though  a  two  weeks'  postponement  could 
do  no  harm. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7  had  no  objection  to  a  post- 
ponement, but  urged  as  a  reason  for  speedy  ac- 
tion that  unless  the  street  is  built  by  a  year  from 
next  July  the  city  cannot  enforce  the  agreement 
by  which  the  abutters  are  to  pay  $40,000  in  land3 
and  $60,000  in  money. 

Tbe  motion  to  postpone  for  two  weeks  was  lost, 
and  the  order  was  assigned  for  next  Thursday 
evening  at  8%  P.  M. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CENSUS  AND    DIVISION    OF    VAKDS. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  that  pressing.busi- 
ness  engagements  would  prevent  him  from  giv- 
ing to  the  labor  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  Censuses  and  Division  of  Wards  the  atten- 
tion that  it  deserves,  and  he  therefore  requested 
to  be  excused  from  further  service  on  that  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  excused,  and  the  President  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  dt  Jamai- 
ca Plain  Gas  Company  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  situated  near  Williams  sti  eet,  Ward  17. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

Petition  of  Carlton  S.  Bragg,  Jr.,  to  be  paid  for 
injuries  to  his  horse  on  the  North  Terry  slip.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Petition  of  Jewell  Clark  for  apportionment  of  his 
Northampton-street  betterment  assessment.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District. 

By  Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22— Petition  of  Lawrence 
Watson,  Jr.,  for  payment  for  damages.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Severally  sent  up. 

SCHOOL  FOE  GYMNASTICS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  submitted  a  report  on  request 
of  School  Committee,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  the  hall  of  the  lower 
floor  of  the  old  normal-school  building  on  Mason 
street,  so  as  to  provide  facilities  for  teaching 
gymnastics  in  connection  with  the  Latm  school ; 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $100,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Order  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
on  motion  of  and  after  an  explanation  by  Mr. 
Page  of  Ward  9  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

ARMORIES. 

Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20,  for  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Armories,  submitted  a  report  on  petition  of 
Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion  Infantry,  recom- 
mending, the  passage  of  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  of  armory  for  Company 

C,  Fourtb  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  on 
Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  the  sum  of  $200  per 
annum,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  January,  A. 

D.  1875,  and  continuing  until  otherwise  ordered; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Armories. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

COLUMBTJS-AVENUE  EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  with  an  order  authorizing  a 
transfer  of  $9000  from  the  appropriation  for  Wid- 
ening Streets  to  that  for  Columbus-avenue  Exten- 
sion, recommending  that  said  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was  read 
twice  and  passed — yeas  53,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  the  Coun- 
cil took  from  the  table  the  order  authorizing  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  for  the  purchase  or 
taking  of  lands  within  the  city  for  public  parks, 


and  for  the  assessment  of  betterments  on  adjoin- 
ing lands  benefited ;  no  expenditure  to  be  made, 
without  authority  from  the  Legislature,  for  the 
purchase  or  improvement  of  land,  exceeding  the 
sums  raised  fcy  taxation  appropriated  by  the  City 
Council,  and  received  by  betterment;  said  act  not 
to  take  effect  unless  accepced  by  a  majority  of  the 
legal  voters  at  the  next  State  election. 

Mr.  Peatody  offered  the   following  amendment : 

Amend  by  striking  out  the  words  between  "pro- 
vided however,"  and  "said  act  not  to  take  effect," 
and  substitute  the  following :  "That  all  said  parks 
and  purchases  of  landforthe  same  shall  be  placed 
in  charge  of  three  commissioners  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor-and  confirmed  by  the  City  Council, 
none  of  said  commissioners  to  be  members  of  the 
City  Government,  and  all  to  be  removable  at  any 
time  Dy  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City  Council ; 
and,  provided  further,  that  no  money  shall  be  ex- 
pended either  in  the  purchase  or  improvement  of 
said  parks  unless  authorized  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  tbe  City  Council. 

Mr.  Peabody — This  whole  matter  is  but  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  since  the  Legislature  will,  of 
course,  take  any  action  it  pleases  upon  the  peti- 
tion, altering  it  in  any  way, granting  it,  or  making 
amendments,  so  that  anything  we  do  in  regard  to 
it  is  simply,  as  I  said,  an  expression  of  opinion. 
But  I  feel  desirous  that  a  vote  shall  be  put  on 
record  giving  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council  as  to 
the  restrictions  they  wish  to  put  upon  those  who 
are  to  lay  out  the  parks.  In  fact  I  desire  that  it 
shall  not  go  from  here  simply  as  an  expression  in 
favor  of  parks,  leaving  the  Legislature  entirely 
unaware  whether  we  want  any  restrictions  at  all. 
It  is  a  vast  subject,  and  may  involve  the  citv  in  an 
•  enormous  expenditure  of  money.  1  suppose  it  is 
the  most  important  question  that  has  come  before 
the  Council  for  a  great  while,  and  it  needs  to  be 
carefully  considered  and  handled,  especially  in  the 
present  position  of  the  city  fioances.  We  are 
obliged  to  enter  upon  an  immense  expense  for 
water,  which  has  been  estimated  all  the  way  from 
six  to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  comes  at  a 
tune  when  business  has  been  very  poor.  I  happen 
to  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  importing  busi- 
ness of  the  city  for  the  last  two  years ;  and  take  it 
as  a  whole,  it  has  been  very  unprofitable. 
The  manufacturing  interests  have  also  been 
impaired,  and  any  gentleman  can  call  to 
mind  a  manufacturing  establishment  in  his 
neigborhood  that  is  standing  idle.  I  know 
of  them  all  over  the  city.  The  investors  of  the 
city  have  also  met  with  many  losses  in  their  West- 
ern investments,  mines,  railroads,  etc.  So  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  should  be  careful  in  such  a  matter 
as  this.  Iu  New  York  the  separation  of  the  Park 
Commission  from  the  City  Government  worked 
well,  although  I  would  n't  wish  such  a  separation 
as  the  naming;  of  the  commissioners  in  the  act 
and  the  authorizing  of  them  to  appoint  their  suc- 
cessors. I  dont  think  Boston  needs  such  a  separa- 
tion as  that;  but  still  I  do  think  the  separation  of 
this  great  question  from  the  City  Government  of 
this  great  matter  will  be  advisable,  provided  the 
City  Council  keep  complete  control  of  it,  and  that 
is  why  I  have  offered  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— As  the  gentleinpn  from 
Ward  9  says,  the  question  of  a  public  park  is  un- 
doubtedly the  most  immense  one  that  will  come 
before  the  City  Government.  I  am  very  much 
pleased  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman ;  it 
shows  that  he  has  given  consideration  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  it  is  a  step" in  the  right  directiou.  If  we 
are  to  have  a  public  park  at  an  enormous  expense, 
th$  only  way  to  do  so  is  as  has  been  suggesied  by 
him— put  it  into  the  hands  of  an  able  commission. 
But  it  seems  to  me  thst  the  present  is  not  a  time, 
and  certainly  this  is  not  the  moment  to  enter  upon 
this  vast  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  argu- 
ments advanced  iu  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  fa- 
vor of  a  park  make  it  hinge  entirely  upon  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  city  for  a  proper  system  of  sewer- 
age. In  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  we'l  calculated 
to  know,  the  two  subjects  and  schemes  are  in  no- 
wise allied;  aud  it  is  the  opinion  of  gentlemen 
conversant  with  the  parties  in  interest  that  this  is 
an  attempt  upon  their  pari  to  foist  upon  the  city 
a  large  amount  of  vacant  land  which  at  present  is 
in  such  a  condition  that,  unless  they  cau  get  rid  of 
it,  it  will  be  ruinous  to  them.  Therefore,  as 
the  city  is  about  to  appoint  an  able  com- 
mission to  investigate  the  whole  question  of  sew- 
erage, it  seems  to  (me  that  this  matter  of  a  public 
park,  which  is  unquestionably,  in  its  present  con- 
dition, ostensibly  allied  to  that  of  sewerage, 
should  not  come  up  in  any  form  for  decision  prior 
to  the  report  of  that  commission,  which  uudoubt- 
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edly  will  be  made  within  six  months.  I  believe 
it  is  important  ioi  the  city  of  Boston  to  have  a 
series  of  parks  within  its  municipal  limits  ii  pos- 
sible, but  the  topographical  contour  of  the 
country  makes  it  imperative  that  the  town 
of  Brookline  and  the  city  of  Newton  should  joiu 
hands  with  the  city  of  Boston  in  this  great  under- 
taking. Therefore,  taking  all  things  into  consid- 
eration—the  finances  of  the  city;  the  fact  that 
real  estate  is  not  going  to  advance — as  all  gentle- 
men otvuing  it  feel  in  their  nerves— it  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  steps  to  be 
taken  this  year  foi  a  park.  1  hope  the  City 
Council  wiil  agree  with  me  upon  this  j-oint, 
and  that  we  shall  not  take  any  steps  for  a 
park  until  it  is  decided  that  it  is  necessary  in 
conjunction  with  our  system  of  sewerage.  If  it 
is  necessaiy,  the  commission  will  so  report,  and 
then  no  man  will  go  farther  than  1,  at  any  expense 
that  is  necessary,  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  a  park 
and  seeming  a  suitable  system  of  sewerage. 
When  this  commission  reports  we  can  pnter  upon 
this  question  with  a  more  definite  idea  ot  what 
we  are  about, .  nd  what  the  necessities  of  the  city 
require,  moie  particularly  as  regards  sewerage, 
and  quite  as  well  as  regards  its  necessities  in  re- 
lation to  apublic  park. 
Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  Agree  with  what  the 

fentleman  says,  that  it  will  probably  be  desirable 
hat  any  park,  or  system  of  park-,  which  maybe 
laid  out,  shall  include  some  portions  of  adjoining 
cities  and  towns;  aud  I  also  agree  with  him  iu 
thinking  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  locate  any  park 
until  this  question  ot  sewerage,  has  been  settled. 
But  the  present  order  does  not  look  to  the  imme- 
diate settlement  of  the  location  of  a  park.  If  this 
order  shall  be  passed,  and  the  Legislature  shall 
grant  an  act  as  requested,  no  park  can  be  located 
until  long  after  this  question  of  sewerage  has  been 
settled.  When  the  question  of  the  location  of  a 
park  comes  before  the  City  Government,  this  re- 
port on  the  sewerage  will  have  been  made,  and 
we  shall  know  whether  there  is  any  occasion  for  a 
park  to  be  laid  out  in  any  particular  place  in  order 
to  help  the  sewerage  of  the  city.  I  had  proposed  to 
offer  au  amendment  to  the  order,  covering  a  point 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  very  importaut, — an 
amendment  providing  that  the  Legislature  may 
be  asked  to  authorize  adjoining  cities  and  towns 
to  cooperate  with  Boston  in  the  laying  out  of  a 

Sublic  park.  It  seems  to  me  that.as  the  gentleman 
as  suggested,  any  scheme  of  parks  may  well 
include  some  portion  of  Brookline.  My  own  idea 
about  the  true  park  for  the  city  of  Boston  is  that 
there  should  be  a  line  of  park  extending  from 
Brighton,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charles  River, 
to  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  thence  to  the  Bus- 
sey  farm,  and  then  on  to  Roxbury  and  Dorches- 
ter. Such  a  line  of  park — a  narrow  strip  of  land, 
carrying  merely  a  rural  driveway  and  rural  paths, 
bordered  with  trees  and  green  grass — would  neces- 
sarilv  cross  Brookline.  No  such  scheme  as  1  have 
suggested  cau  be  canini  out  unless  some  clause 
in  the  law  will  enable  Brookline  to  cooperate  with 
this  city  and  take  care  of  the  small  piece  of  the 
line  of  park  that  would  fall  within  its  boundaries. 
Then  Kgaiu  the  improvement  of  CbarlesRiver  has 
been  stiougly  urged,  because  of  the  opportunity 
it  will  give  to  make  a  beautiful  water  park  right 
in  the  centre  of  the  future  metropolis,  where  it 
would  be  easily  accessible  to  multitudes  of  people. 
On  a  pleasant  summer  day  such  a  park  would  be 
alive  with  sail  boats  and  row  boats,  and  its  shores 
would  be  crowded  with  people  enjoying  the  cool 
breezes  that  were  wafted  across  its  waters.  As,  how- 
ever, Cambridge  owns  one  shore  of  Charles  River, 
the  improvement  of  that  river  cannot  be  carried 
out  unless  the  Legislature  gives  Cambridge  in 
some  way  the  authority  to  i  obperate  with  the  city 
of  Boston.  Under  the  act  that  the  order  now  be- 
fore us  asks  for,  Borton  could  not  do  anything  for 
Charles  River,  nor  could  it  do  anytQing  tor  a  line 
of  parks  crossing  Brookline.  We  should  be  con- 
fined within  the  arbitrary  boundary  lines  of  Bos- 
ton, which  aie  very  crooked,  and  run  according  to 
the  old  town  boundaries.  It  seems  to  me  very  de- 
sirable that  when  we  come  to  lay  out  a  park,  we, 
or  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
should  have  the  whole  field  south  of  Charles 
River  before  us  to  select  from,  and  that  we  should 
not  he  limited  and  hampered  by  any  town  lines, 
especially  by  the  piece  of  territory  forming  the 
town  of  Brookline  which  cuts  a  gore  into  the  ter- 
ritory of  this  city,  and  which  would  interfere 
with  the  carrying  out  of  any  general  scheme. 

As  the  order  now  stands  it  provides  substan- 
tially for  laying  out  a  park  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Milldam,  and  for  nothing  else.    If  we  obtain 


an  act  in  the  terms  now  proposed,  it  will  hardly 
be  practicable  to  layout  any  park,  except  that  one, 
that  will  have  substantially  the  whole  field  to 
itself.  I  know  that  a  great  many  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  lands  in  that  quarter  are  urging  the 
laying  out  of  a  park  there,  and  that  this  present 
movement  is  gotten  np  substantially  by  them. 
Gentlemen  know  that  I  am  anxious  that  some- 
thing shall  be  done  for  laying  out  a  park  for  Bog- 
ton  before  the  beautiful  bits  of  country  lying 
about  us  axe  destroyed.  There  are  still  left,  close 
at  hand,  beautiful  bills  and  woods  with  as  much 
true  natural  beauty  as  you  can  find  a  hundred  or 
five  hundred  miles  away.  These,  1  believe,  ought 
to  be  secured  before  they  are  destroyed,— before 
the  trees  have  been  cut  down  and' the  hills  lev- 
elled for  gravel  pits  or  to  make  way  for  house 
lots.  I  think  there  are  a  thousand  reasons  why 
we  should  no;  delay  this  question.  The 
suburbs  of  Boston  offer  wonderful  oppor- 
tunities for  public  parks,  but  those  oppor- 
tunities are  fast  slipping  away  from  us, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  the  truest  economy  to  im- 
prove our  oppoitunities  before  they  are  forever 
gone.  I  therefore  hope,  aud  hope  strongly,  that 
we  shall  isk  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  lay 
out  a  public  park  or  parks.  But  I  do  not  want  to 
see  the  request  put  in  such  a  shape  that  the  only 
park  th  t  we  can  lay  out  under  it  will  be  a  park 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Milldam,  which,  I  say 
decidedly,  I  do  not  think  is  a  proper  position  for  a 
park.  Every  proposed  scheme  for  a  park  ought 
to  have  a  fair  change  upou  its  merits, — our  choice 
should  ..ot  be  limited  to  a  particulai  locality.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  io  order  to  offer 
an  amendment  now,  but  the  amendment  I  had 
proposed  to  offer  was  the  following : 

Amend  by  striking  out  all  between  the  words 
"public  parks"  and  the  woids  "provided  how- 
ever," and  insert  instead,  "and  authorizing  any 
adjoining  city  or  town,  that  may  desire  to  do  so, 
to  cooperate  with  this  city  by  purchasing  or  other- 
wise taking  lands  witbin  the  limits  of  such  city  or 
town  for  similar  purposes;  also  authorizing  the 
assessment  of  betterments  upon  any  neighboring 
lands  benefited  by  the  establishment  of  such 
parks." 

The  only  material  alteration  that  I  propose  bv 
this  amendment  is  to  add  a  request  that  adjoining 
cities  and  towns  may  be  allowed  to  cooperate  with 
this  city  in  laying  out  a  park  or  parks. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  \V aid  9 — I  trust  that  both  the 
amendments  will  prevail,  because  I  think  they 
supplement  each  other  and  both  tend  to  the  same 
end.  All  must  agree  as  to  the  importance  of  this 
subject  and  the  necessity  of  proceeding  wirh  cau- 
tion and  great  care.  1  feel  that  the  order  as  pro- 
posed, before  these  amendments  were  offered, 
would  be  fraught  with  great  danger  if  it  should 
pass.  I  believe  that  it  was  instigated  for  a  particu- 
lar interest.  There  is  a  very  strong  feeling  in  the 
community  upon  this  subject.  I  need  not  recapitu- 
late what  has  been  said  in  rearard  to  its  im- 
portance and  its  financial  aspect — that  v/e  all  feel. 
But  there  is  a  very  strong  desire  that  we  may  have 
parks,  pi  ovided  they  can  be  judiciously  laid  out 
and  arranged,  and  if  it  can  be  shown  that  we  can 
afford  them.  There  are  many  persons  who  dread 
going  into  this  vast  expenditure  en  so  vague  a 
basis  as  this  order  provides,  because  it  does  not 
give  an  outline  of  the  plan,  noi  how  it  is  to  be  man- 
aged and  controlled;  it  permits  the  city  to  take 
the  first  step  in  a  manner  that  may  end  disas- 
trouslv.  Now,  I  think  that  any  one  "who  looks  at 
this  subject  will  see  that  the  best  way  will  be  to  con- 
sider this  whole  territory  immediately  in  the  vicin- 
ity of-  Boston,  with  regard  to  its  topography,  as  a 
metropolitan  district,  without  regard  to  any  mu- 
nicipal lines.  Those  lines  may  shift  and  change 
long  before  the  parks  are  laid  out.  The  questions 
of  water,  sewerage  and  park  should  all  be  consid- 
ered as  they  relate  to  this  metropolitan  district. 
To  be  sure  that  it  will  be  so  treated,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  people  will  need  some  outline  of  the 
plan — whether  one  central  park  is  contemplated, 
or  a  series  of  parks;  they  will  also  want  to 
know,  to  some  extent,  how  it  is  to  be  laid, 
out,  and  by  whom;  whether  it  is  to 
be  controlled  by  a  commission  chosen  by  the  City 
Councillor  by  the  Legislature.  Now,  as  has  been 
well  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  a 
great  lever  has  been  made  to  influence  the  minds 
of  many  worthy  individuals  in  this  commu- 
nity by  connecting  the  sewerage  question 
with  that  of  parks.  From  all  the  evidence  that  I 
can  obtain  there  is  no  connection  between  them. 
In  the  report  of  the  commission  it  was  stated  that 
the  district  which  has  been  pointed  out  as  a  good 
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location  to  start  the  parks  upon  was  the  centre  of 
a  cesspool  that  could  not  he  easily  drained. 
This  is  not  true;  I  have  heen  informed  by  the  hest 
authority  in  the  city  that  that  territory  can  he  easi- 
ly drained ;  that  it  hasnotheendoneishecauseitis 
private  property  and  sewers  have  not  beeD  called 
for.  Butthatthis  question  may  he  settled  theieis  a 
commission  in  progress,  and  I  have  heen  informed 
that  two  members  have  heen  selected.  They  are 
to  investigate  it,  and  when  they  report  we  shall 
know  what  system  of  sewerage  is  best.  Now  I 
think  that  in  common  justice  to  the  people  who 
have  been  made  to  believe,  that  the  best  way  to  get 
good  drainage  is  to  buy  a  particular  tract 
of  land— which  I  think  is  all  wrong — I 
think  we  had  better  wait  till  we  get  the  report  of 
that  commission.  If  they  say  it  has  no  necessary 
connection  with  a  park,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  eon- 
trolled  by  any  such  argument.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  proposed  flushing  sewers  on  the  Back 
Bay  can  never  be  made  available.  The  ordinaiy 
tides  o it  there  will  fill  that  park  with  water  to 
the  height  of  about  ten  feet,  which  is  two 
feet  below  the  grade  allowed  by  law  for  the 
cellars  in  this  city.  It  is  obvious  that  such  a 
head  of  water  will  flush  only  a  small  part 
of  our  sewers.  But  if  that  is  desired,  we 
have  at  out  command  an  available  scream  in 
Stony  Brook.  There  is  a  sewer  six  feet  in  diame- 
ter, capable  of  taking  an  enormous  stream  of 
water  whose  flushing  power  will  be  vastly  superior 
to  anything  that  has  been  spoken  of,  for  the  rea- 
son that  you  can  get  a  head  of  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  feet,  as  you  see  fit.  I  have  authority  for 
what  I  say.  That  fact  being  so  obvious  in  regard 
to  the  particular  question  of  flushing  sewers,  I 
think  this  Council  should  be  disabused  of 
the  idea  that  there  is  a  necessary  connec- 
tion befweea  our  parks  and  sewers.  I  approve 
of  the  course  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16,  of  deferring  this  whole  matter  till  we 

fet  rhe  reuort  fiom  this  commission  on  sewerage; 
ut  if  not  "deferred,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  amend- 
ments should  prevail,  because  they  provide  for  an  . 
impartial  commission  to  take    the  lands  which 
should  be  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  only  desire  to  obtain  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  what  my  wor- 
thy friend  on  my  left  stated— that  he  desired  to 
disabuse  the  Council  of  something  or  other,  I 
hardly  know  what.  I  regret  that  a  gentleman  so 
competent  to  discuss  this  question  as  he  is  should 
make  an  assertion  that  he  believes  this  matter  to 
be  instigated  by  bad  motives.  I  would  like  to  ask 
him  whether  he  believes  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in 
recommending  this  measure  in  the  most  em- 
phatic language,  as  of  the  highest  importance, 
and  calling  the  especial  attention  of  the  Council 
to  it,  was  instigated  by  bad  motives?  be- 
cause, as  you  all  Enow,  his  honor  was  Chairman 
of  that  commission  upon  which  you  and  I,  sir,  sat 
last  year.  I  cannot  think  my  friend  means  that. 
I  did  n't  rise  to  discuss  this  matter,  but  I  do  pro- 
pose to  say  a  word  or  two  at  the  proper  time. 
Both  the  amendments  may  do  some  good,  and  my 
only  objection  to  them  is  that  if  carried  here  and 
sent  back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  there 
again  discussed,— I  will  not  refer   to  the  manner 


in  which  it  was  discussed  there,  for  that  would 
be  unparliamentary, — after  the  statements 
that  have  been  made,  and  they  will  again 
be  made,  undoubtedly,  this  matter  of  such 
seiious  importance,  as  all  admit,  will  again  be 
hampered  by  the  proposal  to  build  a  water  basin 
on  the  Back  Bay  for  sanitary  purposes,  aad  to 
which,  as  one  of  the  Park  Commission,  I  am  not 
favorable.  So  far  as  this  has  been  discussed  in 
the  City  Government,  that  proposition  has  been  a 
millstone  about  its  neck.  I  believe,  sir, — and  I 
don't  wish  to  get  out  of  order, — in  a  series  of 
parks  about  the  city.  I  don't  believe  in  spending 
millions  to  beautify  a  certain  portion  of  the 
city  at  the  expense  of  other  parts.  The 
people  of  Boston,  to  a  very  large  degree, 
are  in  favor  of  public  parks.  While  I  see  much 
good  in  the  amendments,  nevertheless  there  is 
this  general  matter  before  us  of  authorizing  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature — not  to  define 
any  line,  not  to  make  any  particular  proposition 
as  to  where  the  park  should  be  instituted,  but  the 
general  proposition  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
petition  for  authority  to  take  the  land.  I  agree 
especially  with  the  amendment  of  my  friend  from 
Ward  6,  including  the  suburbs.  I  have  told 
him  so  two  or  three  times,  and  if  I  had  written  the 
order  myself  I  should  certainly  have  incorporated 
that  language  in  it.  But  1  am  not  going  to  make 
a  speech  tonight.  I  hope  every  gentleman  here 
who  is  opposed  to  parks  and  does  not  believe  it 
to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  people,  will  rise  in  his 
place  and  state  his  reasons,  that  I  may  answer 
them.  I  have  studied  this  matter  for  months  arid 
have  been  in  correspondence  with  parties  in 
Europe,  and  obtained  a  large  amount  of 
figures  and  statistic,  comparing  the  public  parks 
of  this  with  those  of  other  countries,  and  com- 
paring especially  the  public  parks  in  Boston  with 
those  of  New  Yoik,  Brookline,  Philadelphia  and 
Chicago.  I  am  prepared  at  the  oroper  time  to  an- 
swer all  questions  or  suggestions;  and  if  this 
bugbear  which  has  been  raised  is  to  frighten  half 
the  people  here  from  acting  now,  when  land  can 
be  bought  for  one-thir  d  less  than  it  can  three  years 
hence,  and  this  great  measure  postponed^  why 
then  the  people  should  know  it.  All  the  gentle- 
men, except  ODe,  who  have  spoken  ate 
opposed  to  public  parks,  as  they  have  stated 
publicly  and  privately.  Let  us  know  what 
their  reasons  are  and  I  will  answer  them.  I 
was  a  member  of  the  commission  and  feel  perhaps 
charged  as  one  member  to  defend  this  irnporcxn  t 
measure. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  order 
be  assigned  for  Thursday  evening  next  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.Train  of  Ward  13  suggested  nine  o'clock,  and 
as  there  was  one  assignment  moved  to  so  amend. 
He  desired  to  have  the  routine  business  of  the 
Council  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22  moved  to  assign  to  tight 
P.  M.  two  weeks  from  tonight,  which  Mr.  Train 
accepted. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  suggested  that  the  sub- 
ject might  be  further  discussed  this  evening. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn,*which  prevailed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    15,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  H„ 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Special  Police  Officers — The  Superintendents 
of  Maiden,  Chelsea,  Meridian-street,  Warren, 
Charles  River,  Prison  Point,  Mt.  Washiogton-ave- 
nue.  Federal-street,  Broadway,  and  Dover-street 
bridges. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Executive  communication  giving  notice  of  ap- 
pointment of  E.  S.  Chesborough,  Moses  Lane  and 
C.  F.  Folsom,  a  commission  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  pieseut  system  of  sewerage  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  water  front  of  this  city,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  orders  passed 
by  this  Board. 
'Placed  on  file. 

SOUTH  BOSTON    RAILROAD. 

The  petition  of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company 
for  locations  in  Milk,  Washington,  Arch  and  oth- 
er streets  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice. 

Hon.  Benjsmm  Dean  appeared  for  the  railroad, 
and  said  the  application  was  made  because  of  the 
crowded  condition  of  Tremont  and  Washington 
streets.  The  road  would  prefer  the  present  loca- 
tion and  to  have  only  one  route,  if  tbe  former  con- 
dition of  things  could  be  restored;  but  they 
agreed  to  offer  this  suggestion  of  relief  for  the 
present  crowded  state  of  affairs.  Without  regard 
to  any  action  of  the  directors,  and  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, he  suggested  that  if  one  common 
terminus  coulci  be  made  and  the  principle  of  trans- 
fers faithfully  carried  out  by  all,  the  load  would 
meet  the  public  want.  If  the  Middlesex  and  Met- 
ropolitan roads  could  arrange  to  have  the  former 
do  all  the  business  north  o£  Scollay's  square,  and 
the  transfer  put  at  one  cent,  the  difficulty  would 
in  a  greatmeasure  be  obviated. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  be  heard,  the  petition 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Wild  &  Stevens  et 
al.,  for  the  transfer  of  Patrolman  H.  B.Vinalfrom 
Station  3  to  Station  2. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Joseph  S. 
Evans,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  caused  by  a  fall  of 
ice  from  eaves  of  building  250  Purchase  street. 

Standard  Laundry  Machineiy  Company  ot  New 
York,  to  be  paid  for  infringement  of  patent  on  a 
washiog  machine  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
at  the  City  Hospital. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District.  Bridget  Donlan,  for  abate- 
ment of  assessment  for  improvement  of  estate  on 
Northampton-street  district;  Karen  Madden,  to 
be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Fellows  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Harbor  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  J.  Dunbar,  for  license  to  remove 
gravel  and  ballast  from  Long  Islaud. 

To  a  Special  Committee, consisting  of  Aldermen 
Stebbins  and  Bigelow— Fitcbburg  Raiload  Com- 
pauy,  for  leave  to  sell  certain  unclaimed  baggage. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Stephen  Hill,  for  apportionment  of  bet- 
terment assessment  on  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  C.  B.  Pe<tbody,for  leave  to  construct  a 
cellar  below  graiie  at  the  corier  of  Ashland  place 
and  Harrison  avenue. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for  extern  ion  of  time 
in  which  to  build  stable  on  Culvert  street. 

Nathaniel  Whittier,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horie  on  Arcadia  street, 
foot  of  Atheiton  street,  Ward  15. 

C.  E..Steveus,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  private  court  off  Cam- 
bridge street,  near  Noith  Beacon  street. 

J.  McDermott,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wood- 
en stable  for  three  horses  on  Boraei  street,  corner 
Aaron's  alley,  Ward  1. 

V.  F.  &  A  Tracy,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  brick, 
wooden-front  stable  for  eifht  horses  on  southeast 
corner  Castle  street  and  Shiwmut  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Thomas  A.  West- 
cott  et  al.,  that  Maple  street,  Ward  17,  be  lighted 
fiom  Centre  to  Weld  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  B.  F,  Bean,  for  a 
sewer  in  Langdon  street,  Ward  13. 


Boston  Cooperative  Building  Company,  for  suit- 
able drainage  to  their  estate  on  Haivard  street, 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Augustus  Ste- 
vens, for  a  license  to  sprinkle  streets  of  East  Bos- 
ton. 

Charlotte  H.  Curtis,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Washington  street,  Ward  19. 

Charles  E.  Hall  &  Co.  et  a?.,  that  the  name  of 
Charlestown  street  be  changed  to  Washington 
street  and  be  renumbered. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  for  license  to  sprinkle  streets 
in  Wards  9, 10  and  11. 

C.  E.  Guild  et  al.,  that  sidewalks,  etc..  be  fur- 
nished on  South  street,  Ward  17,  from  Morton  to 
Jamaica  street. 

John  Bergen,  for  license  to  water  streets  in  Ward 
19. 

Elizabeth  A.  D.  Bissett,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Havre  street. 

Thomas  L.  Smith  et  al.,  that  South  Market 
street  be  renumbered. 

M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  tor  leave  to  move  wooden 
building  from  Windsor  street  to  Sterling  street, 

John  McDermott,  Jr., for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
buildmg  from  22  Maverick  street  to  rear  of  73 
Border  streel . 

Malachi  Clark,  for  leave  to  spiinkle  certain 
str-ers  in  this  city, 

Thomas  A.  Westcott  et  al.,  that  Maple  street, 
Ward  17,  be  put  in  order  from  Centre  to  Weld 
street. 

Gibbs  &  Co.  and  seventy-three  other  express- 
men, W.  Cheney  &  Co.,  Adams  &  Co.  et  al.,  for 
the  renumbering  of  Washington  street. 

Adams  &  Co.,  Cheney  &  Co.  et  al.,  and  Gibbs 
&  Co.  and  seventy-thive  other  expressmen,  in  fa- 
vor of  renumbering  Washington  street. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

A  petition  « as  received  from  Middlesex 
Railroad  to  lay  a  single  track  in  Summer  street, 
between  Chauncy  stieet  and  Lincoln  street  (con- 
necting with  the  track  now  l?,id  in  said  Summer 
street),  and  in  Lincoln  street,  to  connscr  with  the 
track  now  laid  in  Beach  street;  also  for  the  right 
to  enter  upon  and  use  the  track  uow  laid  in  Sum- 
mer street,  in  Beach  street  between  Lincoln  street 
and  Washington  street,  and  the  trackin  Washing- 
ton street  between  Beach  street  and  Boylscon 
street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  relating  to 
public  institutions,  by  striking  out  from  the 
seventh  section  (Ordinances,  page  403)  aU  words 
between  "price"  in  the  fourth  line  and  "no"  in 
the  eighteenth  line;  also,  by  inseiting  in  the 
eighth  section,  after  the  word  "expenditure"  in 
the  third  line,  the  words  "and  receipts  in  detail 
for  the  preceding  quarter." 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Quincy,  who  said  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
might  desire  to  authorize  their  chairman  to  offer 
another  amendment. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE    COMMON  COUNCIL    FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  Lawrence  Watson,  Jamaica  Plain 
Gas  Company,  C.  L.  Briggs,  and  Newell  Clark. 
Severally  referred. 

Certificate  of  appointment  of  Henry  W.  Wilson 
on  Committee  on  Census  ard  Division  of  Wards. 
in  nlace  of  Sannul  C.  Perkins,  declined.  Placed 
on  file. 

Report  of  Co-:  mitlee  on  Finance  in  favor  of 
passage  of  oiVer  to  transfer  $9000from  "widening 
streets"  to  "extension  of  Columbus  avenue."  Re- 
port accepted  and  order  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Certificate  ot  election  of  Charles  C.  Davis  as  a 
v.'eigher  and  inspector  of  lighters,  in  place  of  John 
C.  Brooks,  chosen  by  tins  Board.  Toe  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot.  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Power 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

M  ecessarv  for  a  choice 4 

John  C.  T.rooks 8 

Charles:  0.  Davis 4 

And  Mr.  Broots  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  down. 

Report  and  Older  for  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  fit  up  a  room  in  Masou-street  build- 
ing for  gymnasticpurposes,for  pupils  of  the  Latin 
School;  estimated  cost,  $100.    Order  passed. 

REDIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Census  and  Redivi- 
sion  of  Wards  (City  Doc.  No.  33),  with  order  fixing 
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number  of  wards  at  thirty-two,  with  two  members 
of  Common  Council  and  School  Committee  from 
each  waid,  came  down  amended  by  the  Council 
so  as  to  fix  the  number  of  wards  at  thirty-fix. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  order  was  reported, 
though  with,  a  different  number,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Census  and  Redivision  of  Wards,  and 
was  offered  simply  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the 
sense  of  the  Council  upon  the  matter,  for  it  is  evi- 
dent that  if  the  redivision  is  to  take  place  this 
year,  it  is  time  that  the  committee  should  begin  to 
consider  the  field  of  their  1  Dors  and  know  into 
how  many  wards  tbey  are  to  divide  the  city. 
Some  would  undoubtedly  have  preferred  the  num- 
ber originally  fixed  by  the  new  charter,  twenty- 
four,  with  the  contemplated  reduction  of  the  num- 
bers of  the  populai  branch  of  the  Council  to  for- 
ty-sight. But  that  body  h.ive  now  decided  against 
any  reduction  of  their  present  number,  and  if  that 
decision  is  final  we  are  i  radically  left  to  decide 
whether  to  arrive  at  the  desired  number  of  seven- 
ty-two, we  shall  adopt  the  principle  of  large 
wards  with  a  large  quota,  twenty-tour  and  three; 
or  small  wards  with  a  small  quota,  thirty- 
six  and  two.  Some  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  a  majority  of  the  committte  to  favor  the 
latter  were  as  follows: 

If  we  adopt  the  smaller  number  many  of  our 
wards  will  be  of  such  territorial  extent  that  they 
must  be  divided  into  smaller  voting  districts,  and 
since  toe  same  officers  and  election  machinery 
will  be  necsssary  for  a  district  as  for  a  ward,  ft 
was  thought  best  by  increasing  the  latter  to  de- 
crease the  number  of  the  former.  And  it  was 
forcibly  argued  in  the  other  branch  that  the 
smaller  the  ward,  and  the  smaller  the  quota  ro  be 
elected,  the  greater  the  probability  of  the  success 
of  the  best  candidates.  That  a  large  ward  aud  a 
la.  ge  quota  offered  the  greater  chances  of  suc- 
cess to  the  class  of  men  whom  we  are  accustomed 
to  designate  as  political  traders  and  bummers. 
And  it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  are  a  class  of 
caucus  managers,  honest  and  well  meaning 
themselves,  who  by  their  short-sighted  appli- 
cation of  the  maxim  which  directs  us  rf  two  evils 
to  choose  the  least  do  in  fact  choose  the  greater, 
and  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  very  men 
whom  they  would  oppose.  For  instance,  seeing,  as 
they  think,  no  hope  of  carrying,  to  success,  a  clean 
ticket  of  four  good  men,  they  think  that  the  next 
best  thing  of  course  must  be  to  secure  the  nomi- 
nation of  at  least  two,  and  enter,  therefore,  into 
one  of  tno*e  demoralizing  compromises,  by  which 
they  agree  to  support  at  the  caucus  and  the  polls 
men  whom  they  know  to  be  unworthy  the  posi- 
tion; whereas,  if  they  would  abandon  the  perni- 
cious doctrine  that  success  is  a  duty,  and  be  will- 
ing to  accept  caucus  defeat,  providsd  their  whole 
ticket  was  kept  clean  and  worthy  of  support,  then 
they  could  appeal  with  force  to  the  voters  to 
bolt  unworthy  nominations,  and  to  dethrone  King 
Caucus  when  be  undertakes  to  dictate  the  election 
of  bad  men.  Now  it  is  argued,  and  I  think 
with  force,  that  the  smaller  the  number  of 
candidates  the  less  the  probability  of  such  com- 
promises, and  the  smaller  the  ward  the  greater  the 
chances  of  a  successful  revolt  at  the  polls  against 
caucus  domination,  when  the  caucus  machinery 
has  passed  into  the  hands  of  unworthy  men,  and  I 
am  rather  inclined  to  agree  to  ihat  view  of  it.  It 
is  evident  that  the  principle  will  apply  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  to  the  General  Court.  For 
instance,  if  there  were  twenty  Representatives  to 
elect,  it  seems  to  me  th.'t  the  chance  of  getting 
twenty  good  men,  one  irom  each  of  twenty  small 
wards,  is  better  than  that  of  getting  two  apiece 
from  ten  large  ones,  for  in  that  case  the  compromise 
matter  could  come  up  again.  Those  who  have  ex- 
amined the  figures  showing  the  population  of  the 
State  say  that  the  increase  of  voters  in  other  parts 
of  the  State  is  greater  than  in  Boston,  and  the 
consequence  will  be  that  Boston's  quota  will  be 
rather  less  than  at  present.  Suppose  it  is  fixed  at 
forty-two.  If  we  have  twenty-four  wards,  then 
the  rule  will  be  two  to  a  ward,  and  there  will  be 
an  exception  against  certain  wards,  which  must 
be  content  with  one;  whereas,  if  we  take  the 
number  of  thirty-six  wards,  then  the  rule  will  be" 
one  from  each  ward,  and  the  exceptions  will 
be  in  favor  of  a  few  wards,  which  will 
be  given  two.  It  will  be  easier  to  estab- 
lish the  rule  in  favor  of  the  wards  which  deserve  an 
extra  Representative,  than  to  make  an'exception 
against  other  wards  which  will  not  be  able  to  un- 
derstand why  they  have  less  than  others.  For 
that  reason,  I  don't  see  why  this  number,  tniity- 
six,  is  not  the  best  we  can  take.    Those  are  some 


of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  some  of  the 
committee  to  favor  thirty-six  wards.  The  num- 
ber oiiginally  reported  was  thirty-two;  but 
as  the  Council  have  decided  to  recommend 
thirty-six,  I  cannot  see  any  better  way 
than  to  concur  in  the  passage  of  the 
order  as  amended.  It  will  be  almost  impossible 
to  make  an  equal  division,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  a  disproportionate  increase  of  voters  is  al- 
most  certain  after  division,  it  is  considered  ad- 
visable to  have  this  makeweight  to  be  distributed 
amoug  those  wards  which  the  City  Council  think 
will  be  most  likely  to  deserve  it,  or  which  it  may 
be  thought  will  grow  most  rapidly  after  division. 
In  that  way  we  shall  obtain  that  substantial  jus- 
tice and  equality  we  all  want. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  like  to  know  whether 
any  of  the  members  who  are  conversant  with  the 
subject  have  looked  into  the  question  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  that  this  is  going  to  cost  the  city 
of  Boston  annually.  That  teems  to  be  a  very  im- 
portant matter  to  be  considered  before  the  ques- 
tion is  decided.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  quite 
an  amount  of  money  involved  in  such  a  change, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  tin- Board  to  h  .ve 
about  the  fum  involved  put  befor  tlrm  before 
the  matter  passes  beyond  their  control. 

Alderman  Quiucy— In  reply  to  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  1  would  say  that",  in  any  event,  there 
must  be  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  voting 
districts  that  wil>  increase  the  expense  exactly  in 
proportion  as  the  number  of  voting  districts  are 
iuni  ased,  as  each  district  must  have  a  wardroom 
and  all  the  machinery  of  election.  But  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  difference  between  the  expense  for 
wards  and  voting  districts  will  not'  be  such  as  to 
make  it  worth  while  for  us  to  seriously  consider  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  see  the  importance  of 
having  this  large  number  of  polling  places.  I  am 
not  awxre  of  any  great  inconvenience  that  the 
people  have  been  put  to.  The  taxpayers  are  gen- 
erally alive  to  their  interests,  and  1  don't  know 
that  "they  have  experienced  any  great  trouble  or 
inconvenience  in  voting  in  this  city  of  Boston.  I 
don't  clearly  understand  the  necessity  for  any 
more  voting  places.  I  think  the  sum  of 
money  involved  is  very  large — much  more 
than  any  of  you  gentlemen  have  any  idea 
of.  Foi  thirty-six  wards  there  will  be  six- 
teen ^additional  wardrooms,  which  will  cost 
a  good  many  thousand  dollars.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  hive  some  report  upon  that  part 
of  the  subj°ct,  which  is,  to  my  mind,  the  most 
important  part  to  be  considered.  I  think  we 
should  know  about  the  amount  of  money  involved 
before  we  join  to  it.  I  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table,  and  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
we  should  have  from  some  source — from  the  com- 
mittee who  had  this  matter  under  consideration 
or  fiom  some  other  committee— some  information 
upon  that  point.  I  make  that  motion  simply  for 
the  reason  that  I  wish  to  ascertain  that  fact,  and 
I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  allow  discussion. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  hope  we  shall  not  lay 
it  upon  the  table,  but  pass  it  today.  It  is  evident, 
I  think,  to  almost  any  one  who  has  looked  into  the 
matter  of  voting,  that  we  need  more  polling  places 
in  Boston.  Some  of  our  wards  are  now  too  large 
for  carrying  on  voting  as  it  should  be  done,  and 
we  need  more  polling  places.  For  that  reason  I 
am  in  favor  of  having  thirty-six  nlaces  for  vot- 
ing—thirty-six wards.  The  ward  lines  should  be 
so  arranged  that  it  will  be  convenient  for  people 
to  vote;  and  as  for  having  ward  rooms,  we  know 
it  is  n't  necessary  to  have  a  building  or  room  de- 
voted expressly  to  voting.  We  can  hire  rooms  for 
election  day,  just  as  we  do  now.  In  Charlestown 
District  they  have  no  wardrooms  at  all,  but 
rooms  are  hired  for  the  people  to  vote  in.  It  is 
easy  to  hire  such  rooms  in  Boston  when  we  want 
them.  So  far  as  the  expense  is  concerned,  it 
consists  of  the  rental  of  one  room  and  the  pay  of 
the  officers  for  one  day  when  we  have  an  election. 
It  is  worth  more  than  'money— and  we  should  not 
count  it  in  the  balance  as  money — for  us  to  have 
as  fair  an  election  as  we  can.  If  we  have 
a  small  number  of  wards  eveiy  man  can 
be  canvassed  as  he  goes  in.  and  there 
will  not  be  the  rushing  and  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  vote.  Another  and  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  passing  it  todav  is  this :  It  has  gotlto  go  to 
the  Legislature,  and  we  ought  to  aid  the  Legisla- 
ture in  getting  through  their  work.  One  member 
of  the  Legislature  told  me  they  were  trying  to  get 
through  by  the  15th  of  April.  If  they  are  as  slow 
as  we  are,  they  wont  get  through  till  the  Fourth  of 
July.  I  think  we  should  pass  it  today,  and  I  be- 
lieve thirty-six  wards  is  the  right  number. 
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Aldeiman  Power-I  don't  quite  see  anything  in 
the  remaiks  of  the  Alderman  from  the  Highlands 
to  alter  what  I  have  said.  If  anybody  should  put 
in  an  order  to  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  July,  the 
expense  of  which  was  to  he  charged  to  any  appro- 
priation passed  by  this  Board,  I  think  any  gentle- 
man here  would  want  to  know  what  the  expense 
was  going  to  be.  I  don't  see  the  necessity  of 
haste,  and  J  think  there  are  a  great  many  reasons 
why  we  should  know  what  is  to  be  the  expense  of 
this  change.  It  is  not  like  the  case  I  spoke  of,  be- 
cause that  would  involve  an  expenditure  for  ODly 
one  day,  while  this  is  for  an  indefinite  period.  Be- 
fore such  a  step  is  taken,  I  think  this  Government 
should  have  some  idea  of  the  expense.  I  do  n't 
want  to  do  anything  to  kill  this  order,  but  I  think 
we  should  know  what  it  is  going  to  cost  to  make 
this  change,  and  then  we  can  say  whether  on  the 
whole  it  is  hest  to  be  done.  If  it  will  suit  the  gen- 
tlemen any  bectec  to  specially  assign  this  matter 
t©  next  Monday,  I  see  no  objection  to  that.  I  don't 
see  that  any  one  will  suffer  by  it,  and  it  might  as 
well  go  to  the  Legislature  next  Monday  as  today. 
I  have  n't  looked  into  the  matter  at  all,  but  I 
would  have  done  so  had  I  not  thought  that  some 
gentleman  interested  in  it  could  give  an  estimate 
of  the  amount.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  and  will  move  to  specially  assign  it  to 
next  Monday. 

Alderman  Quincy — If  there  was  any  other  cause 
for  delay  cbx.n  this  question  of  the  expense  of  the 
wardrooms,  I  should  not  object  to  it.  If  the 
perusal  of  the  extensive  debates  in  the  other 
branch,  and  listening  to  what  has  been  said  here 
this  evening  have  left  any  gentleman  undecided, 
v  I  should  be  willing  to  specially  assign  or  postpone 
the  order.  But  if  the  Board  nave  reached  a  con- 
clusion on  the  main  question,  1  shall  oppose  any 
further  delay,  as  I  think  the  expense  will  be  a 
mere  drop  in  the  bucket. 

Alderman  Stebbms — In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of 
the  Alderman  from  "Ward  2,  I  desire  to  state  that 
the  amount  expended  during  the  last  financial 
year,  for  sixteen  wards,  was  as  follows :  For  ward- 
rooms, $755 ;  for  care  of  wardrooms,  $476 ;  making 
a  total  of  $1231  for  wardrooms  and  the  care  of  the 
same,  or  an  average  of  $80  for  each  room.  Taking 
the  same  average,  the  cost  for  thirty-six  ward- 
rooms would  be  $2880.  Of  course  there  would  be 
additional  expenses  for  preparing  the  voting  lists 
and  for  the  pay  of  the  ward  officers,  the  increase 
being  in  the  same  proportion. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  (fixing  the  number  of  wards  at 
thirty-six)  was  passed  in  concurrence — yeas  10, 
nays  2;  Aldermen  Power  and  Prescott  voting  nay. 

PETITION  FOR  USE  OF  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  J.  E.  Perkins  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler 
•n  Cambridge  street,  near  line  of  Soinerville,  and 
an  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  there- 
on to  all  parties  objecting,  on  Monday,  April  5, 
next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  STREET  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  street  damages  as  follows: 

Timothy  Remick  and  C.  K.  Richmond,  $468, 
widening  of  Purchase  street,  (land  taken  in  name 
of  Albert  and  James  Tirrell). 

Asher  Ratshesky,  $11,020,  widening  of -North 
Centre  street. 

William  M.  Baker,  trustee,  $56,926,  widening  of 
Beacn  sti  eet,  (land  taken  in  name  of  heirs  of  Ruel 
Baker.) 

John  J.  Dowd,  $1357.50,  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue. 

Heirs  of  Daniel  Breen,  $2400,  widening  of  Lev- 
erett  street. 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  to  pay  G.  J.  Arnold  $1779.50,  for  land  and 
damages,  etc.,  in  extension  of  Reed's  court  to 
Hartopp  place. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  NEW  CITY    CHARTER. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  36): 

The  joint  special  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  commission  appointed  to 
revise  the  city  charter,  beg  leave  to  state  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  the  provisions  of 
the  new  charter  su  bmitted  by  the  commissioners, 
and  would  recommend  certain  amendments, 
which  are  embodied  in  the  new  draft  appended 
hereto. 


The  principal  changes  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee are  as  follows : 

Section  3.  Authorizing  the  City  Council  to  di- 
vide, the  city  into  not  less  than  thirty  nor  more 
than  thiriy-six  wards. 

Seer.  8.  Requiring  the  Registrars  of  Voters  to 
hold  sessions  in  or  near  each  ward  three  or  more 
hours  daily,  for  at  least  twelve  days  within 
the  twenty  days  before  a  State  election ;  and  in 
addition  six  evening  sessions  of  at  least  two  hours 
each  during  rhe  same  period. 

Sects.  11-25  [11-19].  [The  numters  enclosed  iu 
brackets  refer  to  the  sections  rn  the  draft  pre- 
pared by  the  Commissioners.]  Providing  that  the 
Warden,  Clerk,  and  three  Inspectors  of  Elections 
shall  be  chosen  in  each  ward,  or  voting  district, 
as  at  piesent;  and  that  three  additional  Inspectors 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approv- 
al of  the  Board  of  Aldeimen,  to  serve  with  those 
elected. 

Sect.  25  [old  charter  Sec.  5].  Providing  that  ev- 
ery person  chosen  in  any  ward  shall  be  furnished 
by  the  ward  officers  with  a  certificate,  which  shall 
be  presumptive  evidence  of  the  title  of  such  per- 
son to  the  office  therein  mentioned. 

Sects.  28-29  [22-23].  Fixing  the  terms  of  office  of 
the  Mayor  and  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men at  two  years  each. 

Sect.  30  [24].  Fixing  the  terms  of  office  of  the 
Councilman  at  one  year  each. 

Sect.  38  [32].  Providing  that  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council  shall  constitute 
a  quorum. 

Sect.  42  [36]-.  Providing  that  the  votes  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present  in  each  branch 
shall  be  sufficient  to  pass  any  measure  over  the 
Mayor's  veto. 

Sect.  43  [37].  Providing  that  ihe  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  while  acting  as  Mayor 
shall  not  have  a  vote  in  the  Board. 

Sect.  49  [43].  Providing  that  the  boards,  com- 
missioners and  officers  of  the  city  shall  be  subject 
to  the  orders,  as  well  as  to  the  ordinances,  of  the 
City  Council. 

Striking  out  section  46  of  the  oiiginal  draft. 

Sect.  56  [51].  Providing  that  no  money  shall  e 
paid  out  of  the  city  treasury  unless  approved  by 
a  committee  of  the'  City  Couucil. 

Sect.  59  [new].  Providing  that  the  City  Council 
shll  pre-cribe  by  ordinance  the  manner  in  which, 
and  the  officers  through  whom,  the  fuel  required 
for  the  ciiy  departments  shall  be  purchased. 

Sect.  71  [66].  Striking  out  section  66,  and  insert- 
ing the  following:-  "The  money  which  comes  into 
the  possessions?  the  said  Commissioners  [of  the 
sinking  fuud]  frDm  any  source  to  add  to  a  sinking 
fund  shall  be  invested  by  taetn  in  the  particular 
bonds  for  the  redemption  of  which  said  sinking- 
fund  was  established,  whenever  said  bonds  can  be 
bought  at  par  and  accrued  interest  or  less:  and 
they  may  i..ve?t  id  said  bonds  at  a  hisher 
price  than  par  and  accrued  interest  whenever 
they  may  deem  it  expedient  so  to  do.  Said  pur- 
chased bonds  shall  be'iiu mediately  cancelled,  and 
the  City  Treasurer  shall  give  in  exchange  therefor 
registered  bonds  or  certificates  of  alike  amount, 
payable  to  said  Commissioners  and  to  no  otl-ei 
persons,  and  specifying  the  particular  fund  to 
which  they  belong,  so  that  said  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates cannot  be  negotiated  nor  diverted  from  the 
particular  fund  of  "which  they  form  a  part.  Said 
bonds  or  certificates  shall  bepayable  at  the  same 
time,  and  bear  interest  on  the  same  terms  as  said 
cancelled  bonds.  If  said  bonds  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed as  ahove,  the  Commissioners  may  invest  in 
bonds  of  any  of  the  New  England  States,  bonds 
of  the  United  State*,  or  of  any  cities  and  town- 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  in  uu  other  way." 

Sect.  79  [74].  Providing  that  the  City  Council, 
in  convention,  shall  annually  choose"  the  City 
Clerk. 

Sect.  83  [78J.  Providing  that  the  Cit\  Council,  rn 
convention,  shall  annually  choose  the  City  Treas- 
urer. 

Striking  ou'  sections  79  and  80  of  the  original 
draft. 

Sect.  S7  [84].  Providing  that  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts shall  be  elected  anuually  by  concurrent 
vote  of  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  S8  [new].  Providing  for  the  appointment 
'«f  an  Auditor  of  Accounts  pro  tempore,  in  case  of 
vacancy  in  the  office  caused  by  death,  resignation 
or  other  cause. 

Sect.  99  [95].  Providiug  chat  the  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers of  Public  Schools  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee," and  their  compensation  fixed  by  the 
School  Committee. 
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Sect.  Ill  [107].  Providing:  that  the  members  of 
the  Board  or  Assessors  shall  be  appointed  annual- 
ly by  the  Mayor,  wich  the  approval  of  the  City 
Cornell. 

Sect.  113  [109].  Providing  that  the  division  ot 
the  city  into  assessment  districts  shall  be  subject 
to  approval  by  the  City  Couucil. 

Sect.  114  [110].  Providing  that  the  First  Assist- 
ant Assessors  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the 
Assessors,  wich  the  approval  of  the  City  Council. 
Sect.  117  [113].  Providing  that  the  Second  As- 
sistant Assessors  shall  be  residents  of  the  ward 
of  which  the  assessment  district  for  which  thoy 
are  appointed  forms  a  part. 

Sects.  121  128  [117-133].  Amending  the  provisions 
relating  to  the  Law  Department,  by  striking  out 
so  much  as  relates  to  the  appointment  and  duties 
of  "the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation";  providing 
that  the  City  Solicitor  shall  be  appointed  for  a 
term  of  one  year;  providing  foi  the  appointment, 
by  the  City  Solicitor,  of  one  clerk ;  and  striking 
out  so  much  as  relates  to  the  appointment  and  du- 
ties of  a,lCommissioner  of  Claims."  [Sections  130 
to  133,  original  draft.] 

Sect.  131  [136].  Providing  that  police  ofliciis 
shall  not  be  removed  by  the  Mayor,  except  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Police  Commission- 
ers; also  providing  that  the  Commissioners  shall 
prescribe  the  duties  of  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  department. 

Sect.  135  [140].  Providing  that  the  punishment 
of  police  officers  for  violation  of  the  rules  of  the 
department,  except  in  cases  of  removal,  shill  not 
be  subject  to  revision  by  the  Mayor. 

Sect.  141  [146].  Providing  that  Superintendents 
of  Licensee  shall  no,  be  removed  by  the  Mayor, 
except  upou  the  recommendation  of  the  Police 
Commissioners. 

Sect.  143  [1481.  Providing  that  the  Sealers  of 
Weights  and  Measures  shall  not  be  removed  by 
the  Mayor,  except  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Commissioners. 

Sect.  144  [149].  Providing  that  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Scales  and  Weighers  of  Hay  shall 
not  be  removed  by  the  Mayor,  except  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Police  Commissioners. 

Sects.  146-165  [151-171].  Providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  three  Street  Commissioners,  to  have 
charge  of  laying  out,  paving,  grading  and  light- 
ing streets,  constiucting  sewers  and  building  aud 
superintending  ferries  and  bridges;  also  for  the 
appointment  of  three  Commissioners  of  Buildings 
and  Lands  to  have  charge  of  public  buildings, 
public  lauds  and  market  houses,  and  of  the  de- 
partment foi  the  survey  and  inspection  of  build- 
ings. 

Sections  164,  169  and  170  of  the  original  draft 
are  stricken  out. 

In  the  Water  Department,  sections  174  and  177 
of  toe  original  draft  art  strickeD  out,  and  sections 
178  and  179  are  transferred  to  the  Street  Depart- 
ment— sections  155  and  156. 

Sect.  181  [189.]  Providing  that  the  tei  m  of  office 
of  the  City  Registrar  shall  be  one  year. 

Sect.  182  [190].  Providing  that  the  compensa- 
tion of  i he  members  of  the  Fire  Department,  as 
fixed  by  the  Fire  Commissioners,  shall  be  subject 
to  approval  by  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  187  [195].  Providing  that  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  shall  consist  of  one 
Alderman  and  two  Councilmen,  elected  annually 
by  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council,  and  six 
persons  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  City  Couacil,  t>>r  a  term  of  three 
years  each -two  being  appointed  each  year. 

Sect.  194  [202].  Pioviding  that  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  shall  consist  of  one  Alderman  and  two 
Councilmen,  elected  atmually  by  concurrent  vote 
of  the  City  Council,  and  mue  persons  appointed 
by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, for  a  term  of  thr=e  years  each — three  oting  ap- 
pointed each  year. 

Sect.  199  [207].  Striking  out  so  much  as  provides 
that  the  Oversee  s  of  the  Poor  shall  be  sole  atrents 
of  the  city  for  the  distribution  of  monev,food, 
fuel,  etc.,  appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  and  destitute. 

Sect.  200  [208].  Providing  that  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  shall  consist  of  one 
Alderman  and  two  Councilmen,  elected  annuallv 
by  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council,  and  six 
persons  appointed  by  the  Mayor  with  the  approval 
of  the  City  Council,  for  a  term  of  three  years  each 
— two  being  appointed  each  year. 

Sect.  202  [210L     Providing  that  the   Board  of 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  shall  consist  of  one 

Alderman  and  two  members  of  theCommoD  Coun- 

11,  elected  anrjually  hy  concurrent  vote  of  the 


City  Council,  and  six  persons  appointed  by  the 
Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  for 
a  term  of  three  years  each— two  being  appointed 
each  year. 

Sect.  212  [220].  Providing  that  no  strtet  or  way 
for  the  use  of  cars  or  other  vehicles  shall  oelaid 
out  over  or  through  the  Common  or  Public  Gar 
den,  or  any  portion  of  them,  unless  a  majority  of 
the  legal  voters,  present  and  voting  thereon,  shall 
vote  in  the  affirmative  at  meetings  which  may  be 
calle.l  for  that  purpose  in  the  several  wards  by  the 
Board  ot  AldeimeD. 

Sect.  220  [232].  Stiikiug  out  so  much  as  pro- 
vides that  any  of  the  disciplinary  rules  and  regu- 
lations adopted  by  the  Police  and  Fire  Commis- 
sioners may  be  rescinded  or  modified  by  the 
Mayor. 

Sect.  221  [new].  Providing  that  whenever  the 
City  CouuCil  shall  instruct  any  board  or  commis- 
sioners to  do,  or  not  to  do,  anything  coming' within 
their  powers  and  duties,  itsuall  be  the  duty  of  such 
board  or  commissioners  forthwith  to  comply  with 
such  instructions. 

Numerous  verbal  amendments  have  been  made 
in  the  draft  submitted  by  the  commissioners, 
which  ?ie  not  specified  in  the  foregoing  state- 
ment. 

It  could  hardly  be  expected  that  the  members 
of  the  committee,  representing  different  constit- 
uencies, and  holding  different  views  with  regard 
to  the  administration  of  municipal  affairs,  should 
be  able  to  present  a  unanimous  report  upon  all 
the  details  covered  by  this  instrument;  but  there 
is  a  substantial  unanimity  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  committee,  first,  as  to  the  necessity  of 
changing  the  present  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  second,  as  to  the  general  plan  of  reor- 
ganization. The  individual  members  ot  the  com- 
mittee reserve  the  right,  however,  to  offer  amend- 
ments to  the  draft  herewith  submitted,  or  to 
support  amendments  offered  by  others  while 
the  subject  is  under  consideration  by  the  City 
Council. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee. 

Johk  T.  Clark,  Chairman. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  revising  the  city  charter,  desires 
to  have  it  appear  as  a  part  of  the  record  that  he 
is  opposed  to  any  change  in  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  City  Govern ment,  except  so  far  as  to 
provide  for  a  reduction  of  the  ward  representa- 
tion in  the  C  ominon  Council  and  the  School  Com- 
mittee. James  J.  Flynn. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  report  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present." 

PERMIT  FOR  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  im- 
port recommending  that  the  petition  of  Ellen  M. 
Powell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  on  Alaska 
street,  near  Perrin  stieet,  Ward  14,  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Armories,  submitted  reports  and  orders  as 
follows : 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  the  petitions  of  Colonel  B.  F.  Finan,  for 
regimental  armory  for  the  Ninth  Regiment;  Com- 
pany K,  first  Regiment  of  Infantry,  for  appropri- 
ation with  which  to  make  repaiis  on  aimoiy. 
Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  E,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  122  Eliot  street, 
be  discontinued  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
April,  1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Cyrus  White  the  sum  of  .?75,  being  the  amount  of 
rent  due  tor  the  armory  occupied  by  Company  A, 
First  Regiment  of  In  fantry,  M.  V.  M.,  on  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury,  from  Jan.  1,  1875,  to  April 
1;  1875;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  on  petition  of  Company  D,  Fourth  Bat- 
talion of  Infantry,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  hire  for  a  term  of  three  years  from 
Feb.  1, 1875,  the  hall  at  the  corner  of  Orleans  and 
Webster  streets.  East  Boston,  the  same  to  serve  as 
an  armory  for  Company  D,  Fou'th  Battalion  of 
Infantry,  M.  V.  M.  ;  the  expense,  not  exceeding 
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the  sum  of  $450  per  annum,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  D,  Fourth  Bat- 
talion ol  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Har- 
vard and  Washington  streets,  be  discontinued 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1875, 
and  that  the  sum  of  $1000  per  annum  be  allowed 

nd  paid  for  rent  of  armory  for  Company  E,  Ninth 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  above 
location,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1875,  and  continuing  until  otherwise  ordered  ;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armo- 
ries. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Severally  sent  down. 

INSPECTION   OF  PROVISIONS. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health 
consider  the  expediency  of  accepting  chapter  29 
of  the  acts  of  1875,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  Inspectors  of  Provisions  in 
cities  and  towns." 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE   OFFAL     IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  folio w- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
thev  aie  hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  A.  J. 
Phillips  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  house 
offal  from  East  Bostou  for  the  term  of  two  years 
and  nine  months  from  April  1, 1875,  at  the  rate  of 
three  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  icports  as  follows: 

Wagon  License  Granted — Josiah  A.  Kingman, 
98  Meirimac  street;  Barbour  Express,  10  Court 
square. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Renewed — Hinds  R.  Dar- 
ling, 9  Maverick  street;  John  L.  .Voods,  81  Wash- 
ington street;  Aloozo  Hastings,  14Tremont  street 
(transferred  from  121  Main  street,  Ward  20). 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Paul  Agmar,  "Dea- 
con House";  James  Walker,  National  House, 
Charlestown;  Howe  &  Elmer,  175  Tremont  street; 
George  W.  Colbath,  449  Bunker  Hill  street ;  Jacob 
Geib,  corner  of  Dudley  and  Hudson  streets ;  Ber- 
nard J.  McTeague,  44  Main  street;  Edward  Liene- 
man,15Eliot  street;  Nicholas  H.  Earle,  473  Tre- 
mont; street  (bowling  saloon);  Henry  Laugfritz, 
75  Shawmut  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

FIKE    INSPECTOR. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  fire  De- 
partment.who  were  instructed  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  office  of  Fire  Mar- 
shal, and  whether  any  additional  legislation  is 
necessary  to  that  end,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject beg  leave  to  report — That  to  secure  the  pun- 
ishment and  consequent  diminution  of  the  crime 
of  incendiarism,  some  less  cumbrous  and  more 
efficient  method  of  investigating  the  cause  and 
origin  of  fires  should  be  sought,  than  that  which  is 
now  afforded  by  the  stature  provisions  for  the  hold- 
ing of  fire  inquests.  The  appointment  of  an 
officer  charged  with  the  special  duty  of  conduct- 
ing such  investigations,  and  clothed  with  the  legal 
powers  necassary  to  the  collection  of  evidence  on 
which  the  courts  may  act,  has  been  foiled  in  other 
cities  to  be  remarkably  effective  to  this  end.  In  the 
city  of  New  York  sixteen  convictions  of  incendia- 
rism have  been  obtained  within  a  space  of  fifteen 
months,  and  the  recent  reduction  of  insurance 
rates  in  that  city  shows  the  confidence  of  the  un- 
derwriters in  the  system,  which  confidence  is  yet 
further  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  the  Boston 
Eire  Underwriters'  Union  have  intimated  their 
willingness  to  undertake  the  compensation  of  such 
an  officer  to' be  appointed  by  the  city.  The  com- 
mittee would  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  committee, 

S.  M.  Quincy,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in  session  for  an 
act  to  authorize  the  City  Council  to  establish  by 
ordinance  the  office  of  Fire  Inspector,  under  the 
following  conditions:  said  officer  to  be  annually 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  upon  concurrent  nomi- 
nation by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  and 
the  Boston  Fire  Underwriters'  Union,  and  to  be 
compensated  for  his  services  by  said  Underwri- 


ter's Union  alone,  with  no  recourse  in  any  event 
to  the  city  of  Boston;  said  officer  to  be  charged 
with  the  duty  of  investigating  and  report- 
ing upoii  the  origin  and  cause  of  all 
fires  occurring  in  the  city,  in  accordance 
with  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be 
established  by  ordinance,  or  adopted,  not  incon- 
sistently therewith,  by  the  said  Underwriter' 
Union;  said  officer  to  be  empowered  to  take  tes- 
timony under  oath,  summon  and  compel  the 
attendance  of  witnesses,  cause  the  arrest,  in  ac- 
cordance with  law,  of  parsons  suspected  of  incen- 
diarism, enter  buildings  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
fires,  and  generally  to  be  vested  with  all  power 
and  authority  necessary  to  a  prompt  investigation 
upon  the  spot  or  elsewhere  of  the  cause  and  origin 
of  fires ;  said  officer  to  be  removable  by  the  Mayor 
upou  the  recommendation  either  of  said  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  or  of  said  Boston  Fire  Under- 
writers' Union. 
Read  once,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  GRADE  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Po~  er,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  orders  to  pay  for  grade  dam.ges,  as 
follows: 

Heirs  of  Michael  Gately,  7  Westo.:  street.  $400. 

Catherine  E.  MeCoole,il3  Cabot  street,  $300. 

Heirs  of  Mark  Lynch,  115  Cabot  street,  $300. 

Patrick  McDevitt,  117  Cabot  street,  $400. 

Jeremiah  Sheeban,  119  Cabot  street.  $400. 

Edward  D.  Sohier  and  William  S.  Dexter,  trus- 
tees under  the  will  of  William  Phillips,  24  and  26 
Kilby  street,  $4327.40. 

Severally  read  once. 

REPAIRS  ON  POLICE  BOAT. 

Alderman  Bnrrage,  f  or  the  Committee  on  Police, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  there  he  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Atlantic  Works,  East  Boston,  the  sum  of  $1025.37 
for  repairs  made  on  aud  supplies  furnished  for 
the  police  steamboat  Protector;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MORTGAGE  TO  BE  DISCHARGED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  foUoT-ing: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be"author- 
ized  to  discharge  the  mortgage  on  the  estates 
numbered  21  and  23  Chapman  street,  given  to  the 
city  by  Artemas  R.  Holden  to  secure  a  bond,  the 
conditions  of  which  have  since  been  fulfilled,  said 
mortgage  being  recorded  in  the  Suffolk  Registry 
of  Deeds,  lib.  1171,  fol.  205. 
Read  twice  anu  passed. 

EXTRA  COPIES  OF  THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  1000  copies  of   the  report  of  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Draft  of   a  New 
City  Charter  be  printed  foi-  the  use  of   the  City 
Council. 
Read  twice  and  passed.     Send  down. 

TREES. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  a  report 
lecommendiog  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Jesse  M.  Jines  ct  al.,  for  removal  of  tree  at  corner 
of  Summer  and  Elm  streets,  Charlestown.  Ac- 
cepted—9  for,  1  against. 

MINORS  AND  PLACES  OF  AMUSEMENT. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  folloiving: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  ou  Liceiises  con- 
sider and  report  on  the  expediency  and  the  best 
method  of  prohibiting  the  attendance  at  theatres 
and  other  places  of  evening  amusements,  of  mi- 
nors who  are  unaccompanied  by  their  parents  or 
guardians. 
Passed. 

DISCUSSING   THE  NEW   CHARTER. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  take  up  the  new  charter  for  discussion; 
he  did  so  from  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  are 
trying  to  adjourn  about  the  middle  of  April  and  it 
must  be  presented  to  them  within  the  next  two 
weeks.  If  the  Board  are  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  charter  they  should  do  so  immediately  and 
send  it  to  the  other  branch. 

Alderman  Quincy  agreed  with  Alderman  Steb- 
bms  that  the  sooner  it  was  considered  the  better. 
He  had  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  because  it  had 
but  just  been  printed,  and  the  Aldermen  could 
not  have  had  an  opportunity  to  discHss  it. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  adjourn.  Declared 
lost.  Alderman  Harris  doubted  the  vote,  and  the 
result  was  verified — 4  for,  0  against. 
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Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  report  on 
the  new  city  charier  be  taken  from  the  table.  De- 
claieil  carried;  and  on  a  doubt  being  raised  by  Al- 
derman Han  is,  the  vote  was  verified  and  the  mo- 
tion lost— (i  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  adjourn ;  Alderman 
Harris  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  mo- 
tion was  lost— yeas  5,  nays  7 : 

Yeas — Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power,  Viles, 
Worthington— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Bun  age,  Clark,  Pope, 
PreSCOtti  Quincy,  Stebbins— 7. 

Alderman  Stebbins  thought  that  if  tbey  were 
not  going  to  discuss  the  charter,  the  order  for  a 
thousand  extra  copies  had  better  be  reconsidered. 

Aldenn.tn  Worthington  said  he  wanted  some 
ii  formation  outside  of  the  Board;  he  did  not  con<- 
sider  himself  competent  to  judge  of  it  and  wanted 
to  talk  with  those  who  are.  He  did  not  want  the 
matter  forced  on  them  in  two  or  three  days. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  he  was  not  on  the  com- 
mittee, but  he  had  given  it  as  much  consideration 
as  lie  could,  and  if  it  is  to  be  presented  to  the 
Legislature,  it  must  bo  done  within  two  weeks. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  that  when  the  Bo?.rd 
adjourn  it  be  to  Wednesday  next  at  4  P.  M. 

Alderman  Power  inquired  what  business  there 
was  for  a  special  meeting. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  it  was  to  discuss  the 
city  charter. 

Alderman  Power  did  n't  see  any  necessity  for  a 
special  meeting.  He  was  willing  to  woik  during 
business  hours  for  the  city,  and  as  long  as  any 
head  of  a  department  who  gets  a  good  salary,  but 
lie  ci id  n't  think  this  matter  of  such  importance 
that  they  should  come  there  and  spent)  night  after 
night  upon  it.  They  could  discuss  it  at  their 
usual  meetiugs.  The  members  of  the  Board  have 
enough  to  do  on  their  regular  committees  without 
having  special  meetings  during  the  week  for  this 
piu  pose." 

Alderman  Burrage  thought  thatif  they  were  go- 
ing to  discuss  the  charter  they  had  better  be  about 
it.  He  did  not  suppose  they  were  reidy  to  vote 
upon  it. 

Aldermar  O'Brien  thought  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  hastily  pushing  so  important  a  matter 
through  the  Board  as  this  charter,  which  makes 
such  radical  changes  in  the  City  Government. 
They  ought  to  take  proper  time  to  give  it  deliber- 
ate consideration  before  passing  upon  it.  An  ad- 
journment for  a  week  would  be  better. 

Alderman  Bun  age's  motion  to  adjourn  to 
Wednesday  was  carried — 6  for,  5  against. 


Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  report  on 
ths  new  charter  be  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  prevailed— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow',  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Harris,  Power,  O'Brien,  Viles, 
Wortbington — 5. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  report  be 
specially  assigned  for  Wednesday  next  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  substitute  Monday 
for  Wednesday.  He  thought  it  preposterous  tor 
gentlemen  to  wish  to  push  upon  the  Board  a  doc- 
ument that  the  committee  have  been  consideiing 
two  months,  and  it  took  the  commissioners  a  year 
to  frame.  It  was  poor  policy  for  those  who  favor 
the  measure  to  adppt.  It  is  unreasonable  to  call  a 
Bpecial  meeting  to  discuss  what  they  know  noth- 
ing about.  The  gentleman  who  submitted  the 
report  did  n't  contemplate  any  such  thing. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  an  early  discussion 
best.  The  very  day  the  commission  reported,  the 
City  Council  referred  the  matter  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, w  ho  took  hold  of  it  at  once,  and  under  all 
the  circumstance  >  the  Board  could  not  take  hold 
too  soon.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to  take  any 
action  next  Wednesday;  they  could  go  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  and  consider  it.  A  matter  of 
such  transcendant  importance  should  be  taken 
hold  of  at  the  earliest  possible  day.  It  will  require 
a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  two  branches,  and  he 
hoped  the  special  assignment  would  be  made. 

Alderman  Quincy  bad  no  desire  to  push  the 
matter  in  any  way,  nor  had  any  of  the  committee, 
who  had  worked  industriously,  and  it  was  expect- 
ed that  the  Board  would  do  the  same.  It  is  true 
they  know  nothing  of  it  now,  and  they  never  will 
if  they  do  not  take  hold  of  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  suggested  that  Wednes- 
day will  be  St.  Patrick's  Day,  and  some  of  them 
might  want  to  celebrate. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  substitute  Monday  for  Wednes- 
day, and  it  was  lost — yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aldeimen  Harris,  O'Bnen,  Power,  Viles 
and  Worthington— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark, Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins— 7. 

The  report  was  then  specially  assigned  for 
Wednesday  next,  at  4  P.  M. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  to  adjourn. 

Declared  lost.  Alderman  Quincy  doubted  the 
vote,  and  the  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Board 
stood  adjourned  till  Wednesday  next,  at  4  P.  M. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    17,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  special  assign- 
ment for  the  meeting  was  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  the  Draft  of  the  New  City 
Charter,  ana  asked  what  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board. 

THE  MAIN  QUESTION. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  seems  to  me  that  it  might 
be  a  wa?te  of  time  for  the  Board  to  commence  the 
consideration  of  this  draft  of  the  new  charter, 
section  by  section,  before  we  nave  decided  whether 
or  not  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Board  that  such  a  re- 
organization as  is  there  proposeo  is  desirable.  It 
is  very  well  known  that  the  chief  principle  in- 
volved is  the  extension  of  power  io  the  Municipal 
Government  [to  paid  commissions;  and  if  the 
sense  or  the  Board  should  be  at  the  present  time 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  further  steps 
in  that  direction,  it  is  evident  that  we  might 
spare  ourselves  further  tiouble,  and  eitber  re- 
commit the  report  to  the  committee  or  dispose  of 
it  in  auy  other  way  that  might  seem  best  to  the 
Board.  It  seems  to  rne,  therefore,  tnat  before 
taking  it  up,  section  by  section,  we  had  better  get 
at  the  sense  of  the  Boird  upon  the  main  question, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  have  prepared  a  series  of 
resolutions.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  restrict 
debate  upon  them,  but  after  this  Board  shall 
have  decided  that  it  is  expedient  to  proceed  to  a 
reorganization  of  the  Government  in  the  manner 
proposed,  we  shall  have  broken  the  backDone  of 
the  work  aud  can  then  proceed  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  with  a  forbearani  e  and  deference  to 
the  wish  of  the  majority,  ani  make  short  work 
of  the  rest  of  it.  Now,  sir,  the  commissioners, 
when  they  reported  this  charter,  used  the  follow- 
ing language  in  regard  to  the  chauges  proposed : 

"With  these  changes  have  come  their  natural 
consequences.  Many  institutions,  public  works 
and  organizations  have  grown  up  or  been  estab- 
lished, such  as  the  public  exigencies  require,  and 
which  have  added  largely  to  the  duties  of  the  pub- 
lic officers  of  the  city,  essentially  changed  their 
character  and  rendered  their  administra- 
tion more  difficult  and  complicated.  Among 
these  may  be  named  the  introduction  and 
supply  of  water ;  the  maintenance  of  a  large  po- 
lice force ;  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic health;  the  efficient  management  of  a  fire  de- 
partment; the  great  increase  of  public  ways  and 
streets  to  be  laid  out,  widened  and  kept  in  repair; 
the  multiplication  of  public  schools,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  hospitals  and  libraries.  This  enu- 
meration comprises  only  a  portion  of  the  duties 
now  required  of  the  servai  ts  of  the  city.  All  of 
them  need  constant  care  and  supervision,  in  order 
that  efficient  aud  faithful  servije  may  be  main- 
tained in  all  departments,  and  that  due  economy 
may  De  exercised  in  the  expenditures  of  the  targe 
amounts  of  money  necessary  to  their  support,  ft 
would  seem  to  be  clear  that  duties  so  numerous 
and  important  cannot  be  properly  superintended 
and  managed  by  persons  who  render  gratuitous 
services  only,  or  who  are  chos -n  to  office,  not  for 
their  experience  .n  the  duties  which  they  may  be 
called  upon  to  perform,  or  their  peculiar  titness'and 
skill  in  the  work  of  the  different  departments  which 
they  may  have  in  charge.  The  city  is  *.  great  coi- 
poration,  upon  which  is  devolved  not  au  abstract 
duty  only  of  providing  for  the  public  welfare,  but 
the  practical  work  of  the  city,  in  administering  its 
various  departments  and  executing  the  public 
works  committed  to  its  care.  No  prudent  individ- 
ual or  well-conducted  business  corporation  would 
trust  the  management  of  important  affairs  to  (he 
care  of  inexperienced,  iucoiupeteut  or  inadequate- 
ly paitl  agents.  No  good  reason  can  be  given  for 
the  adoption  of  a  different  policy  by  the  city.  The 
great  object  in  providing  for  the  performance  of 
official  services  in  behalf  of  the  city  should  be  to 
so  regulate  it  that  its  servants  should,  as  far  as 
practicable,  be  trained  by  experience  and  prac- 
tice, and  be  made  suoject  to  proper  coitrol.  In 
the  divif  i  of  the  charter  herewith  submitted,  the 
terms  of  office  of  the  Mayor,  and  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Couucil,  have  been  extended 
to  three  years.  This  will  prevent  the  fre- 
quent   changes   consequent    on    shorter    terms, 


and  will  tend  to  give  to  the  city  the  ben- 
efit of  a  greater  knowledge  and  experience 
by  those  to  whom  the  management  of  municipal 
affairs  is  to  be  intrusted.  To  the  °ity  Council  is 
given  the  entire  control  over  all  appropriations  of 
public  money,  and  the  purposes  lor  which  it  is  to 
be  expended.  This  is  in  conformity  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  old  charter,  and  to  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  giving  to  the  immediate  representatives  of 
the  peonle  the  power  to  determine  upon  the  use  to 
be  made  of  all  moneys  raised  for  municipal  pur- 
poses. In  order  to  secure  the  services  of  capable 
and  efficient  men,  to  De  placed  in  charge  of  the 
various  departments  of  the  city,  it  has  been 
deemed  expedient  to  provide  that  they  should  be 
selected  and  nominated  by  the  Mayor  and  con- 
firmed by  the  City  Council.  By  this  method  of 
appointment,  the  .  esponsibility  of  selection  in 
the  first  instance  is  placed  on  the  first  officer  of 
the  city,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  examine  into  the 
qualifications  of  candidates  for  the  places  to  be 
filled,  oefore  submitting  nominations  to  the  City 
Council.  They  will  then  De  subjected  to  scrutiny 
and  inquiry  by  the  members  of  the  Council,  who 
will  be  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  appoint- 
ment is  in  all  respects  suitable.  In  this  way  it  is 
believed  that  faithful  and  competent  public  offi- 
cers will  be  more  surely  obtained  that  by  a  differ- 
ent mode  of  appointment.  Personal  and  local  in- 
fluences will  be  less  likely  to  prevail,  where  the 
sole  responsioility  of  a  nomination  is  placed  on  a 
single  peison.  the  Mavor  of  the  city,  and  a  con- 
firmation by  the  City  Council  is  required.  This 
guards  against  the  danger  arising,  on  tue  one 
hand,  from  giving  the  sole  power  of  appointment 
to  a  single  person,  and,  on  ihe  other,  from  repos- 
ing the  power  entirely  in  a  popular  body." 

j\0w,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  that  the  sense  of 
the  Board  on  the  principal  changes  pioposed  can 
be  obtained  by  the  following  resolutions,  which 
can  be  consideied,  argued  ana  voted  upon  in  their 
order;  and  after  we  have  iu  this  manner  obtained 
the  sense  of  the  Board,  ce  shall  have  aoue  the 
greater  part  o  t  our  work,  and  the  matters  of  ue- 
tail  can  be  arranged  with  despatch  and  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all.  The  first  resolution,  which  if  an- 
swered in  the  negative,  will  dispose  cf  any  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  question,  is  this: 

[No.  1.]  Resolved,  That  in  the  oDinion  of  this 
Board  the  great  actual  and  prospective  increase 
in  population  and  territorial  exteDtof  our  city 
render  desirable  such  a  reorganization  of  our 
Municipal  Government  as  shall  provide  for  an  in- 
creased transfer  of  the  labors  and  duties  ot  the 
important  departments  thereof  into  the  hands  of 
salaried  boards  or  commissions. 

If  that  should  be  adopted  the  next  one  would 
be  as  follows — it  is  evident  that  if  the  first  oue  is 
not  adopted  we  should  proceed  no  further  in  this 
matter : 

[No.  2.]  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  all  such 
salaried  boards  or  commissions  should  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Mayor,  subject  to  continuation  by  the 
City  Council,  and  should  be  removable  by  the 
same  authority,  oi  by  two-thirds  of  the  City  Couu- 
cil without  the  Mayor. 

If  those  two  resolutions  should  pass,  then  we 
should  come  at  once  to  the  consideration  of  sec- 
tion 95  of  the  new  draft.  That  enumerates  the 
boards  which  are  to  be  paid  and  those  wuich  are 
to  serve  without  compensation.  The  resolution  I 
pro.iose  io  offer  in  regard  to  that  are  as  follows: 

[No.  3.]  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Boax'd  the  following  city  departments  enumerated 
in  section  95  of  the  "new  draft  of  the  chattel 
should  be  placed  iu  charge  of  paid  boards  or  com- 
missions, >vhose  members  should  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Mayor,  subject  to  confirmation 
by  the  City  Council,  and  removable  by  the 
same  authority  or  by  two-thirds  of  fhe  City 
Council  without  the  Mayor;  the  Assessors' 
Department,  the  Police  Department,  the 
Street  Department,  the  Building  and  Lands  De- 
partment, the  Water  Department,  the  Health  De- 
partment, the  Bire  Department. 

[No.  4.]  Resolved,  That  the  following  depart- 
ments, enumeiatea  in  section  95  b foresaid,  should 
be  placed  iu  charge  of  unpaid  boards  composed 
partly  oi  members  at  large  appointed  as  afore- 
said and  partly  by  members  ot  the  City  Council 
elected  by  that  body:  The  Department  of  Public 
Institutions,  the  Department  of  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  the  Department  of  City  Hospital,  the  De- 
partment ot  Public  Library,  the  Department  of 
Public  Grounds. 

Then  there  is  one  other  point  upon  which  it  is 
very  desirable  to  obtain  the  sense  of  the  Board 
before  proceeding  to  consider  the  charter  section 
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by  section.  It  is  an  important  section,  which  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  the  committee  against 
the  opposition  of  some  of  its  un  inters.  Thfc  sense 
of  the  Board  would  be  obtained  upon  it  by  the 
following: 

[No.  5. |  Resolved,  That  full  power  to  direct  or 
check  any  and  all  action  by  said  boards  or  com- 
missions'in  the  exercise  of  their  powers  and  du- 
ties should  be  retained  by  the  City  Council,  sub- 
stantially in  accordance  with  sectiou  221  of  said 
draft. 

I  think  that  by  the  successive  consideration  of 
these  resolves,  without  abridging  discussion,  so 
that  gentlemen  opposed  to  extending  the  powers 
of  these  commissions  a  ill  have  a  fair  opportu- 
nity to  bring  forth  all  their  arguments,  the  sense 
of  the  Hoard  may  be  obtained.  Alter  we  have 
done  so,  a  great  advantage  will  have  been  gained, 
and  we  can  then  proceed  to  decide  upon  the  de- 
tails, taliin«  up  seccion  by  section,  either  in  com- 
mittee of  tne  whole  or  as  a  board.  1  offer  these 
resolutions  to  be  acted  upon  in  their  regular  or- 
der, wishing  it  to  be  understood  that  1  shall  vote 
against  the  last  one. 

THE  POLICY    01'    INCREASING    THE    PAID    COMMIS- 
SIONS. 

The  Chairman  read  the  resolution  No.  1,  and  it 
was  put  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Power  asked  whether  it  was  properly 
before  the  Board,  as  the  meeting  was  held  spe- 
cially to  consider  the  new  charter. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  resolution  was 
germane  to  the  question  of  the  new  charter,  be- 
ing intended  to  test  the  i-ense  of  the  Board,  and 
was  therefore  in  order. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  wish  to  kill  time,  but 
he  eouli I  not  see  the  connection  or  how  the  reso- 
lutions could  be  considered  in  place  of  the  special 
assignment. 

Alderman  Quincy  sain  the  question  was  whether 
they  wanted  a  new  charter  t,t  all,  or  whether  they 
wanted  such  a  charter  as  is  proposed.  The  resolu- 
tions were  offered  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Board 
on  that  question,  although  he  could  understand 
th.it  there  was  a  technical  objection  of  the  Alder- 
man [.rem  Ward  12.  Yet  in  that  view  they  were 
perfectly  in  order. 

Alderman  Tower  thought  it  rather  a  strange 
mode  of  procedure  to  take  up  thoso  resolutions 
when  the  new  draft  of  the  charter  had  been  spe- 
cially assign;  d  for  the  meeting.  He  had  uever 
heard  of  such  a  proceeding  before. 

Alderman  Worthington  appealed  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  and  said  he  should  vote  to  sus- 
tain it  because  he  thought  it  the  proper  way  to 
approach  the  subject. 

The  ruling  of  the  Chairman  was  sustained— 9  for, 
2  against. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  resolution  No.  1. 

Alderman  Worthington  hoped  they  would  hear 
some  reasons  for  and  against  the  resolution  before 
a  vote  was  taken.    He  was  not  prepared  to  vote. 

Alderman  Power— I  will  repeat  some  of  the  rea- 
sons 1  gave  for  opposing  this  adjourned  meeting. 
If  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  sit  at  this  Board 
have,  during  the  short  time  they  have  been  here, 
become  learned  enough  in  this  subject  to  vote  on 
that  resolution ;  if  they  know  what  sort  of  a  gov- 
ernment we  have,  and  wherein  the  new  charter 
differs  from  the  old  oue;  if  they  have  learned 
all  that  since  the  new  draft  was  put  on  their 
desks,  last  Monday,  theu,  sir,  I  thiDk  there 
is  no  argument  for  paid  commission''.  If 
we  have  gentlemen  here  who  can  grasp 
subjects  of  such  magnitude  in  this  short  time 
there  is  no  need  of  aid  commissions  to  take 
their  places.  I  oppose  action  now  because  I  can- 
not see  how  any  gentleman  can  be  conversant 
enough  with  this  subject  to  say  chat  he  is  in  favor 
of  paid  commissions  to  take  the  place  of  our  pres- 
ent form  of  government.  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
a  seat  here  for  nearly  four  years,  and  while, 
perhaps,  some  of  the  commissions  have  worked 
well,  I  am  not  prepared  or  willing  to  say 
that  this  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  or  any  Board 
that  has  been  here  since  I  have  been  a 
member,  are  not  just  as  competent  to  manage 
the  affairs  c  f  the  city  as  any  of  those  paid  commis- 
sions. By  adopting  that  resolution  this  Board 
will  virtually  say  that  our  present  foim  of  govern- 
ment is  a  lailure,  and  we  must  have  paid  commis- 
sions to  cany  it  on  properly.  That  is  why  I  desire 
members  to  have  tima  to  study  the  present  char- 
ter and  form  of  government,  and  compare  it  with 
the  new  one  proposed,  that  they  may  vote  intelli- 
gently and  know  whether  or  not  they  desire  a 


change,  which  it  does  n't  seem  possible  that  gen- 
tlemen who  have  come  into  this  Government  this 
year  can  do.  At  present  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of 
impossibility  for  some  members  to  vote  intelli- 
gently upon  this  question. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  resolution  binds  the 
Board  to  nothing;  it  it  sinfply  an  expression  of 
opinion  that  it  would  b'  desirable  to  transfer  some 
more  of  the  work  of  the  important  departments 
to  paid  commissions.  How  it  shall  be  done,  and 
by  what  commissions,  are  subjects  tor  subsequent 
consideration.  If  it  is  the  decision  of  the  Board 
that  it  is  not  worth  white  to  transfer  any  of  the 
work  to  p  id  commissions,  -.\  e  ought  to  know  it 
now  and  save  double.  Th°  argument  used  by 
■onie  gentlemen— for  whom  we  have  great  respect 
—against  extending  the  paid  commissions  implies 
that  it  is  oistiustiiig  the  people.  I  do  not  think 
it  shows  a  l^ck  of  confidence  in  the  peo- 
ple. I  believe  that  such  duties  are  butter  per- 
formed by  appointed  than  by  elected  officers. 
Very  much  the  same  argument  was  used  in  ix'ib, 
when  it  was  proposed  to  abolish  the  system  of 
elective  fire  wauls  and  establish  afire  department 
appointed  at  the  City  Hall.  Great  indignation 
was  expressed  at  depriving  tht  people  of  their 
powei  to  elect  the  fire  w^rds.  The  answer  was 
thai  if  an  elective  department  failed  to  put  out  a 
fire,  and  an  appointed  department  did  put  it  out, 
the  people  had  better  abandon  their  power  of 
electiou.  I  find  in  '•(Juincy's  Municipal  History" 
an  account  of  the  matter.  The  question  was  on 
accepting  the  act  of  the  Legislature  to  enable  the 
City  Council  to  establish  a  fire  department. 

'•Thy  piiyate  interests  it  opposed,  and  the  at- 
tachment to  old  customs  which  it  thwarted,  ren- 
dered final  success  dubious.  The  ward  rooms 
rang  with  patriotic  harangues  on  the  infringement 
of  the  aucieut  liberties  of  the  people,  by  depriv- 
ing them  ot  the  power  of  electing  fire  wards ;  and 
the  press  with  warning  voices  on  the  usurpation 
of  powers,  which,  it  was  asserted,  could  best  be 
exercised  by  the  body  of  the  citizens." 

And  again,  in  an  address  issued  by  the  Mayor 
at  the  time  this  act  was  voted  on  by  the  people, 
he  says — 

'T  know  that  it  is  urged  with  great  warmth  and 
vehemence  in  the  public  prints,  that  the  object  of 
tht  City  Council  is,  'to  wrest  from  the  citize'is  the 
election  of  firewards.'  The  truth,  however,  is, 
that  the  object  of  the  City  Council  is  of  a  much 
higher  and  more  consequential  character  than  the 
poor  acquisition  of  any  such  elective  power.  It 
is  an  endeavor  to  place  the  safety  and  protection 
of  the  city  against  fire  upon  the  basis  of  a  self- 
dependent,  efficient  system;  one  that  does  not 
claim  from  age,  or  manhood,  or  boyhood,  as  a 
duty,  to  turn  out  and  'give  protection  against 
fires,  at  ths  exposure  of  health,  and  often  of  life. 
On  the  contrary,  it  takes  the  protection  of  the 
city  on  itself.  It  asks  of  the  citizens,  not  imme- 
diately interested,  only  to  keep  away.  It  depends 
on  its  own  discipline,  practice,  force  of  machin- 
ery, and  engines;  and  relies  not  at  all  on  the  re- 
luctant aid  of  casual  bystanders.  This  system  is 
inevitable  in  a  full-grown  state  of  society.  If  our 
citizens  do  not  realizs,  or  will  not  admit  the  ne- 
cessity of  it  now,  the  adoption  is  only  postponed. 
Come'it  will.  The  great  teacher,  calamity,  which 
has  already  spoken  once  and  twice,  will  si  eak 
again  and  again,  until  its  voice  is  beard." 

We  can  see  that  the  great  teacher,  calamity,  has 
spoken  twice — once  in  pestilence,  and  once  in  fire. 
We  have  heeded  its  teachings  and  committed  our 
interests  topaid  commissions,  believing  that  they 
are  more  efficient  to  protect  us  than  any  elective 
system  which  can  be  adopted.  The  question  is 
vvhether  ve  will  wait  till  the  great  teacher,  calam- 
ity— whether  by  dishonesty,  riot  or  fire — shall 
come  to  warn  us.  or  whether  we  will  profit  by  our 
former  experience  and  say  whether  our  interests 
can  best  be  subserved  by  those  whom  we  appoint 
ourselves,  or  by  those  elected  directly  by  the  peo- 
ple. Therefore,  I  hope  we  shall  pass  the  resolu- 
tion I  have  offered. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  shrll  vote  against  the  res- 
olution because  I  do  not  believe  in  such  expen- 
sive paid  commissions.  I  believe  they  will  be 
an  expensive  luxury  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  te 
take  care  of.  Take  the  Police  Commission  of  the 
new  charter.  They  give  three  men,  or  at  least  it 
will  cost  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  a 
year  to  take  care  of  the  police  work  that  is  now 
doae  in  a  very  few  hours  by  a  committee  of  three 
Aldermen.  The  great  want  of  the  Police  De- 
partment is  generally  admitted  to  be  more 
men,  and  not  commissioners.  You  want  from 
thirty   to   fifty    more   men    in  that  department 
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to  make  it  more  effective,  and  the  price  we  would 
have  to  pay  for  (he  ^ouimissioners  would  furnrsh 
the  men  actually  needed  in  the  department.  I 
don't  believe  in 'the  Health  Commission,  because 
I  belreve  it  is  one  of  the  most  expensive  luxuries 
the  people  of  Boston  ^ever  had.  There  was  a  time 
when  an  active  commission  of  that  kind  had  work 
to  do ;  but  they  have  had  nothing  to  do  since  then 
for  tbe  expense  it  has  been.  Id  1873-4  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  Health  Department  were  §369,000; 
in  1875-6  they  want  $542,000;  It  takes  $15,000,000 
taxable  propertj  to  pay  for  tbe  work  of  that  de- 
partment which  could  have  been  done  just 
as  well  by  the  Superintendent  of  Health  if 
he  had  the  authority.  Take  the  Fire  Com- 
mission, which  the  Alderman  who  spoke 
last  is  so  enthusiastitic  about;  what  aro 
they  doing  ?  Establishing  workshops  to  interfere 
with  private  enterprise  outside.  They  apparently 
show  a  saving  to  the  city  of  Boston  of  many  thou- 
sands of  dollars  duriDg  the  past  year;  but  will 
any  business  man  at  this  Board  say  that  a  commis- 
sion employing  mechanics  and  workmen  can  com- 
pete with  business  men  outside?  The  next  move 
of  the  Fire  Commissioners  may  be  to  establish  a 
manufactory.  If  they  are  right  in  their  method 
of  proceeding,  this  new  charter  is  entirely  wrong, 
because  the  Committee  oq  Public  Buildings  ought 
to  erect  a  paint  and  carpenter  shop.  I  think  the 
theory  of  all  these  commissions  is  wrong,  and  if 
adopted  it  will  prove  expensive  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston. 

Alderman  Power— I  did  not  expect  to  go  into 
this  general  subject  of  paid  commissions  tonight. 
I  am  disposed  to  have  the  Board  take  the  new 
charter  ana  go  through  it,  item  by  item,  when  I 
think  the  Board  is  in  a  condition  to  do  so.  But  the 
present  resolution  virtually  says  that  the  present 
form  of  government  is  a  failure,  and  to  protect  it 
and  h^ve  it  managed  properly  we  must  have  paid 
commissions  to  do  it.  I  don't  see  how  members 
can  be  prepared  to  say  that,  unless  they  studied 
this  subject  considerable  time  before  they  came 
here.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  defeated,  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  to  give  members  an  op- 
portunity to  study  up  this  matter,  to  compare  the 
new  charter  with  the  old  one,  and  decide  whether 
the  present  republican  form  of  government  is  a 
failure,  which  you  will  say,  virtually,  if  you 
adopt  the  charter',  and  that  the  people  are  no 
longer  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  management  of 
the  Government,  The  people  of  this  city  are  too 
tenacious  of  their  rights  ever  to  sanction  any  such 
form  of  Government  as  is  proposed  iu  this  docu- 
ments. I  cannot  see  what  the  Alderman  ou  my 
left  [Alderman  Quincy]  has  to  sustain  his  argu- 
ment. Ihave  been  here  nearly  four  years,  and  I 
don't  know  where  there  is  any  corruption.  Why 
was  tbe  Fire  Commission  appointed?  Because 
during  the  great  excitement  after  the  great  fire 
the  people  thought  that  department  was 
not  well  managed.  I  opposed  any  change, 
because  I  thought  it  was  managed  well. 
The  committee  told  me  r,o;  they  said  they 
were  doing  the  best  they  coulri,  and  no- 
body could  do  better.  They  said  that,  up  to 
the  very  day  that  we  voted  ou  the  ordinance. 
But  on  that  very  day  they  changed  their  minds 
and  acknowledged  that  they  had  failed  to  manage 
it  well,  and  they  voted  against  their  record.  Thev 
told  us  it  could  n't  be  managed  better,  up  to  the 
very  last,  aud  had  been  practising  deception  upon 
the  members  of  this  Board  up  to  that  time.  So  a 
majority  of  this  Board,  having  confidence  in  a 
committee  of  their  own  body,  went  against  the 
commission,  and  then  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee came  iu  here  all  at  once,  on  the  last 
cay, backed  down  and  acknowledged  that  they 
had  failed.  And  that  is  how  the  com- 
mission came  to  be  appointed.  Now  I  have  never 
seen  a  reason  for  a  commission,  and  they  were  es- 
tablished because  of  the  lack  of  backbone  of  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Government.  If  thev  would 
stand  up  at  all  times  in  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment, having  no  dread  of  outside  pressure,  and 
going  straight  on,  attending  to  their  duties  as  a 
majority  of  them  have  done,  there  is  no  sound  ar- 
gument for  a  commission  or  any  need  of  a  change. 
There  is  n't  a  better  Government  in  tbe  world 
than  that  of  the  city  of  Boston,  aud  I  say  so 
after  having  been  a  member  of  it  nearly  four 
years.  I  have  n't  seen  a  more  honest  Ad- 
ministration anywhere.  No  private  corpora- 
tion is  managed  better*  and  I  have  seen  a 
great  many  of  them.  I  don't  know  a  more  honest 
and  faithful  set  of  men  than  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments of  this  Government.  And  why  do  you  need 
any  change?    Could  any  commissions  accomplish 


more?  And  after  all,  does  n't  the  Government 
depend  on  those  heads  of  departments?  And 
where  c*an  any  one  see  a  need  of  change,  except 
perhaps  m  the  number  of  members  of  the 
Common  Council  and  the  School  Committee? 
Are  there  any  abuses  that  call  for  this 
sweeping  change?  I  have  been  here  near- 
ly four  years,  and  I  cannot  see  them.  It 
is  noted  all  over  the  country — and  every  one 
who  comes  nere  reaiarK?  it — what  good  or- 
der th,ere  is  in  tbis  city,  what  good  condition 
the  streets  are  in;  while  these  commissions  you 
are  trying  to  bring  in  here  have  been  a  failure*  in 
every  city  where  they  have  been  established;  in 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  there- is  abundant  evi- 
dence of  their  corruption.  The  commissions  a iv 
removed  from  the  people's  influence  aud  twenty 
or  thirty  men  govern  the  whole  city.  And  so  they 
could  in  a  government  like  that  proposed  in  this 
charter,  lhey  would  control  three  or  four  thou- 
sand men  ana  could  name  their  successors.  They 
can  do  as  was  done  in  Brookline  and  at  the  navy 
yard.  If  an  election  is  coming  on  they  could 
put  men  on  the  police,  and  on  street 
work,  and  you  cannot  help  yourselves,  if 
you  once  tie  your  hands  by  adopting  such  an 
instrument  as  this.  What  prevented  the  annexa- 
tion of  Brooklrne  but  the  same  thing?  It  failed 
at  the  navy  yard  at  the  last  election,  because  those 
who  were  put  there  to  vote  for  one  man  voted  for 
another.  But  it  can  be  done,  and  it  will  be. 
Grant  that  there  may  be  a  few  evils  under  the 
present  form  of  gove.nm.ent;  but,  taken  as  a 
whole,  its  like  cannot  be  found.  Boston  is  a  well- 
governed  city.  Have  n't  we  shown  the  citizens 
that  we  are  reducing  the  city  debt? — that,  though 
the  city  has  grown  larger,  we  are  asking  for  less 
money,  and  are  going  to  still  further  reduce 
the  debt?  It  is  an  insult  to  the  Government 
ef  this  city  to  put  such  a  charter  before 
them.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  people  and  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston  to  biing  forward  a  aocument 
with  sach  recommendations.  They  are  not  pre- 
pared to  tie  their  hands  with  such  r.  monarchical 
form  of  government  as  that.  Never  will  they 
have  their  liberties  jeopardized  by  such  a  docu- 
ment as  that.  If  you  pass  that  resolution  it  will 
be  virtually  acknowledging  that  this  Government 
is  a  failure",  and  that  the  only  remedy  is  in  paid 
commissions.  I  have  plenty  ol  documentary  evi- 
dence in  relation  to  paid  commissions,  where 
they  have  beeu  established,  and  documents  com- 
paring our  Government  with  that  of  other  cities 
in  this  country,  and  there  is  none  equal  or 
superior  to  it.  Theie  is  no  use  of  anv 
change  except  in  the  two  or  three  departments  I 
have'  alluded  to.  I  think  the  Cornmou  Council 
aud  School  Committee  could  be  better  managed 
by  reducing  the  members,  but  that  can  be  done 
without  any  commission.  Those:  matters  can  be 
settled  when  it  is  demonstr  .ted  that  some  altera- 
tion should  be  made,  without  this  radical  way  of 
going  to  the  Legislature  and  entirely  changing 
our  charter.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  resolution 
might  be  drawn  up  ■•■  hieh  would  not  commit  this 
Board  ro  that  thing,  which  says  this  Government 
is  a  failure,  and  we  must  have  paid  commissions 
to  remedy  it;  but  there  might  oe  a  resolution 
drawn  wliich  would  accomplish,  perhaps,  nearly 
the  object  desired  to  be  accomplished  by  the  gen- 
tleman wio  offers  this  one.  I  therefore  move  that 
it  lie  ujiou  the  table,  though  I  will  withdraw  it  to 
allow  further  discussion. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  trust  the  resolution  will 
receive  the  serious  consideration  uf  this  Board,  it 
being  really  tne  essence  of  the  new  charter.  Some 
remarks  made  this  evening,  it  seems  to  me.  should 
not  go  unnoticed.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
says  that  the  presentation  of  this  charter  is  an  in- 
sult to  the  citizens  of  Boston.  Who  are  the  gen- 
tlemen that  perpetrated  this  insult  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  this  city?  Honorable,  intelligent,  high- 
minded,  leading  citizens  appoiuted  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  some  time  ago  to  consider  tins  whole 
matter  of  a  change  iu  our  municipal  government; 
—such  men  as  George  Tvler  Bigelow,  formerly 
Chief  Justice  of  the  State  ;*Otis  Norcros-  .  formerly 
Mayor  of  the  city;  Lemuel  Shaw  and  Arthur  Aus- 
tin. Those  are  the  meu  who  have  insulted  the 
people  of  this  city,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12 
states,  by  presenting  this  charter,  1  have  taken 
considerable  pains  to  notice  the  drift  of  public 
opiniou  since  this  matter  was  first  introduced  into 
this  Government.  I  have  noticed  particularly  the 
comments  of  the  press  in  regard  to  it,  and  almost 
without  an  exception — 

Alderman  Power— There  is  tbe  trouble. 

Alderman  Prescott— And  I  notice  that  the  press. 
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almost  without  au  exception,  indorse  the  leading 
features  of  this  charter.  Our  old  charter  may 
have  been  well  enough  for  the  city  of  Boston 
when  the  inhabitants  were  forty  or  fifty  thousand, 
when  its  territory  covered  less  than  five  square 
acies ;  but  I  claiiii  tl.at  it  is  not  a  charter  hy  which 
this  Government  ran  be  properly  and  economi- 
cally managed  today.  The  territory  has  grown  to 
upwards  of  thirty-live  square  miles,  the  popula- 
tion increased  to  upwards  of  a  third  of  a  mil- 
lion. I  investigated  this  matter  somewhat,  when 
the  question  of  establishing  a  Water  Commission 
was  before  this  Board  last.  June.  I  studied 
the  subject  as  U'uch  as  my  limited  time 
and  my  duties  at  this  Board  would  allow. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  last  year  deemed 
it  expedient  to  vote  in  favor  of  \  Water 
Commission,  but  it  "failed  in  the  other  branch. 
Oae  other  remark  made  by  the  Alderman  fiom 
Ward  12  was,  that  he  did  not  think  the  members 
of  this  Board,  half  of  whom  are  new  members, 
could  intelligently  vote  upon  this  subject.  I 
claim  that  any  gentleman — whether  a  member 
of  this  Board  or  not — who  has  watched  the 
management  of  public  affairs,  can  vote 
as  intelligently  upon  this  question  now  as 
he  can  next  December  after  spending  a 
year  in  this  Boaid.  This  charter  is  in 
many  resoectx  similar  to  the  charters  of  other 
large  cities  in  tins  counti y.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  has  stated  that  the  charters  of  some  of 
the  cities  have  been  failures,  and  that  the  com- 
missions have  frequently  been  sources  of  fraud 
and  coruption.  But  no  city  in  this  country  has 
such  a  ('barter  as  this  except  the  city  of  New  York, 
which  I  claim  is,  today,  the  best  managed  city  in 
New  York.  It  is  taking  steps,  today,  to  so  amend 
its  charter  as  to  place  it  on  (he  same  footing 
as  the  charter  now  before  us.  The  charter 
made  for  that  city  a  few  years  ago  by  the 
Citizens'  Committee,  is  in  many  respects  pre- 
cisely similar  to  that  now  before  us.  Steps 
are  being  taken  now  to  place  the  whole 
control  of  its  municipal  affairs,  and  the  removal 
of  commissioners,  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor,  in 
concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which 
I  claim  should  be  so.  As  it  is  now,  I  think  the 
Mayor  cannot  remove  them  without  the  consent 
of  the  Governor  of  the  State.  I  was  surprised  at 
the  remarks  made  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  14 
in  regard  to  the  commissioners  we  now  have.  I 
would  like  to  know  if  that  is  the  opinion  of  the 
intelligent  citizens  of  Boston.  I  care  not  whether 
the  Health  Department  costs  more  than  it  did  a 
fe  'T  years  ago ;  the  health  of  the  people  is  looked 
after  now.  There  was  no  body  of  men  then  to 
look  after  the  health  of  the  oeople ;  the  members 
of  this  Board  had  n't  tinie  to  do  it,  and  it 
was  n't  until  the  Board  of  Health  was 
established  that  the  smallpox  was  exter- 
minated from  the  city.  People  were  dying  at 
the  rate  of  fifty  or  sixty  a  week  until  the  Board  of 
Health  was  established  and  some  energetic  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  suppress  the  pestilence.  I 
claim  that  the  services  of  the  Board  of  Health 
have  been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  city. 
Then  in  regard  to  the  Fire  Commission;  has  that 
been  a  failure?  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  in- 
surance companies  today?  Would  they  insure 
property  as  they  do  today  if  the  department  was 
unoer  the  control  of  a  committee  of  this  Govern- 
ment? 

Alderman  Tower — Do  the  underwriters  insure 
property  in  Boston  at  a  lower  rate  than  when  the 
department  was  under  the  con  trol  of  a  committee  ? 

Alderman  Prescott — Probably  not,  because  the 
rates  are  higher  everywhere.  But  I  do  say  that 
the  insurance  companies  have  vastly  more  confi- 
dence in  the  department  as  it  is  managed  today 
than  they  would  have  if  it  were  controlled  by  a 
committee.  And  how  about  the  expense  of  that 
department?  I  claim  that  for  the  mere  pittance 
we  pay  those  commissioners  we  are  running  that 
department  from  one  to  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  cheaper  than  it  could  he  done  by  a  com- 
mittee, h  uithermore,  I  believe  the  department 
is  fifty  per  cent,  more  efficient  than  the  old  depart- 
ment ever  was.  And  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
U  says  the  salaries  of  the  Police  Commissioners 
would  be  sufficient  to  pay  for  an  increased 
force  of  forty  men.  The  salaries  would  be 
three  or  four  thousand  dollars  a  year  for 
each  of  the  commissioners,  entailing  an  ex- 
pense of  $12,000;  thirty  or  forty  new  policemen 
would  entail  an  expense  of  $30,000  or  #40,000  an- 
nually. What  we  need  is  an  entire  reorganization 
of  the  department  in  all  its  details  by  men  who 
eould  make  the  department  a  study  and  who,  if 


competent,  should  be  retained  in  their  positions 
year  after  year,  and  thus  become  more  valuable 
to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  which  the  Police  Com- 
mittee cannot  be,  changing  as  they  do,  by  Dew 
members  coining  into  this  Board  every  year.  I 
claim  that  the  duties  of  an  Alderman  are  such 
that  he  cannot  properly  attend  to  the  details  of 
the  work  assigned  tim.  He  cannot  have  that  in- 
sight and  knowledge  in  the  oifferent  de- 
pal  tments  of  which  he  has  charge,  to  a 
•ertain  extent,  as  chairman  of  a  committee, 
that  he  should  have,  or  that  he  could  have  if  he 
devoted  his  whole  time  to  it.  How  is  it  with 
members  of  the  Boaid  here?  Each  member  is 
probably  chairman  of  four  or  five  important  com- 
mittees, and  a  member  of  eight,  nine  or  ten  other 
committees — in  some  cases  even  more  than  th..t. 
He  has  his  own  private  business  to  attend  to.  He 
has  to  come  here  eveiy  Monday  afternoon  and 
vote  upon  scores  of  important  questions  and  ap- 
propriations, which  he  cannot  do  intelligently 
without  giving  time  and  thought  to  them.  1  claim 
that  with  all  his  committee  work,  and  his  own 
private  business  to  attend  to,  he  cannot  come  into 
this  Board  and  vote  intelligently  upon  mar y  of 
these  matters,  nor  can  he  attend  to  the  interests 
of  the  city  as  they  deserve. 

Alderman  Harris— Ho  /  would  the  new  charter 
.  obviate  that?  Have  not  Aldermen  to  be  more  or 
less  cognizant  of  all  the  details  belore  them  to  be 
able  to  vote  in  every  case? 

Alderman  Prescott— That  may  be  the  case,  but 
in  these  departments  requiring  large  expenditures 
of  money,  a  committee  spending  half  an  hour  a 
week  cannot  have  that  thorough  know  ledge  of  the 
department  that  they  should  have.  That  is  not 
the  way  private  business  is  carried  on,  and  I  don't 
know  why  public  business  should  be  carried  on  so. 
The  Committee  on  the  Fire  Depa-tmeit,  com- 
posed of  three  Aldermen  and  five  Councilmen, 
could  kuow  but  very  little  of  the  details  of  the  ex- 
penditures in  that  department.  The  chairman  is 
called  in  once  a  month  to  approve  bills  for  hun- 
dreds or  thousands  of  dollars  of  which  he  has  no 
knowledge  whatever. 

Alderman  Power — Does  the  gentleman  mean  to 
acknowledge  that  he  approves  a  bill  of  which  he 
has  no  kuowledge  whatever?— That  he  knows 
nothing  about? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  do  acknowledge  that  a 
chairman  of  a  committee  has  to  sign  many  bills, 
the  details  of  which  he  does  not  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of,  any  more  than  the  chairman 
of  the  Committes  on  Paving  has  of  the  details  of 
the  expenditures  of  that  department.  I  endeav- 
ored to  show,  when  this  matter  was  before  the 
Government  last  year,  something  of  what  an  Al- 
deiman  was  asked  to  perform,  and  such  duties  are 
required  of  an  Aldeiman  this  year.  With  the 
permission  of  the  Board  I  will  read  it: 

"What  do  you  ask  of  an  Alderman  who  sits  at 
this  Board  now?  Impossibilities.  You  ask  him 
to  take  a  seat  at  the  Water  Board  and  act  intelli- 
gently there  upon  the  momentous  questions  con- 
stantly coming  before  him ;  you  ask  him  to  take 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Paving  Committee,  and 
see  to  it  that  the  300  miles  of  streets  now  in  Bos- 
ton are  propeily  attended  to,  and  that  an  appro- 
priation of  two  millions  of  dollars  is  wisely  and 
economically  expended.  You  ask  him  to  take  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Police  Committee,  and  see  to 
it  that  the  thirty-five  square  miles  of  Boston's 
territory  is  properly  guarded.  You  ask  him  to  see 
and  critically  examine  every  man  who  is  appoint- 
ed, and  to  try  every  officer  against  whom  com- 
plaint is  made.  You  ask  him  to  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  whole  svstem  of  police,  and  to 
economically  spend  $865,000.  You  ask  him  to  take 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict Committee,  and  see  to  it  that  a  large  and  im- 
portant section  of  the  city  is  properly  filled;  that 
all  acts  are  done  legallv;  that  all  damages  are 
prcoetly  adjusted ;  and  that  all  employes  perform 
their  duty— all  this  involving  a  very  large  expend- 
lture.  You  ask  him  to  take  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  hear  the  innumera- 
ble cases  coming  before  that  committee,  and 
wisely  act  upon  them,  and  save  the  city  from 
costly  'and  vexatious  lawsuits.  You  ask  him  to 
take  the  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  and  look  after  the  expenditure  of 
$200,000.  You  ask  him  to  act  upon  the  Committee 
ob  Public  Instruction  and  consider  all  requests 
from  the  school  board,  and  purchase  land  for 
more  schoolhouses  wherever  wanted,  from  the 
Newton  to  the  Somerville  line.  You  ask  him  to 
serve  upon  the  committees  upon  the  Assessors' 
Department,   the   Engineer's   Department,   Fort 
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Hill,  Public  Institutions,  Sumner  Memorial, 
Fourth  of  July,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  All  this,  Mr.  May- 
or, you  ask  of  one  man,  and  then  ask  him  to  pre- 
pare himself  to  vote  intelligently  every  Monday 
afternoon  upon  the  -varied  and  important  ques- 
tions coming  before  this  Board.  And  then,  Mr. 
Mayor,  after  he  has  served  the  city  two  or  three 
years,  you  ask  a  new  man  to  com«  in  and  assume 
these  responsibilities."  [City  Council  minutes, 
1873,  pages  394-5.] 

Now,  it  see.ms  as  if  no  argument  can  be  found 
on  the  other  side,  We  must  inevitably  delegate 
some  of  our  powers  and  labois  here  to  paid  boards, 
and  1  claim,  as  I  did  before,  that  it  is  as  impossi- 
ble to  economically  attend  to  the  vast  interests  of 
this  city  of  Boston  under  our  old  form  ot  govern- 
ment, which  was  intended  for  a   popul?*tion  of  40,- 

000  or  50,000  people,  as  it  would  be  for  us  to  at- 
tempt Co  carry  on  this  National  Government  un- 
der the  old  Articles  of  Federation. 

Alderman  O'Brien — It  is  something  new  to  me 
that  the  underwriters  of  Boston  look  to  the  Fire 
Commission  for  safety  in  the  risks  they  take  on 
property.  I  think  they  look  more  to  the  style  of 
fire-proof  buildings  we  have  been  putting  up  fov 
two  or  three  years,  so  that  the  Fire  Department 
will  have  nothing  to  do.  It  is  only  a  short  time 
ago  that  the  root  of  a  large  property  with  which 

1  am  connected  was  altered  at  an  expense  of 
seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  we  saved 
enough  on  our  insurance  to  pay  for  the  altera- 
tion, and  the  underwriters  never  said  a  word 
about  the  Fire  Commission  having  any  influ- 
ence on  the  reduction.  In  1  elation  to  the 
Health  Department— does  the  ratio  of  deaths 
show  a  lower  percentage  since  the  commis- 
sion has  been  organized?  The  statistics 
can  be  found  in  this  very  building.  And  as 
for  the  effectiveness  of  that  commission  it  has 
been  shown  in  nothing  except  during  the  small- 
pox, which  the  Superintendent  ot  Healtn  could 
have  managed  if  he  had  had  the  power.  Another 
remark  in  relation  to  the  men  who  proposed  this 
charter.  I  would  say  that  this  is  a  great  day  in 
the  histcy  ot  Boston.  High- minded  and  honora- 
ble men  fled  from  Boston  on  the  anniversary  of  this 
day,  and  left  us  free  to  elect  our  own  officers  as 
we  chose.  And  yet  soine  of  the  conditions  this 
charter  would  impose  upon  us  are  the  same  condi- 
tions and  bonds  that  they  wanted  to  force  upon 
us.  It  makes  no  difference  to  me  who  proposes 
such  a/terations.  If  they  are  not  right  and  prop- 
er, they  should  be  voted  down,  no  matter  who  pro- 
posed them. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  know  how  many 
times  I  have  had  to  vindicate  the  Government  of 
this  city  for  what  was  done  in  what  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  calls  the  smallpox  year.  The  Board 
of  Health  had  nothing  to  do  with  eradicating  the 
smallpox,  nor  should  they  be  credited  with  its  re- 
moval. The  Board  of  Aldermen  removed  the  small- 
pox by  vaccinating  the  whole  city,  before  the 
Board  of  Health  was  established.  In  saying  this 
I  don't  wish  to  reflect  upon  the  Board  of  Health, 
but  that  boi  rowed  or  sto'.en  capital  has  been  used 
too  often.  The  gentleman  quotes  his  remarks  on 
the  duties  of  an  Aldermao,  and  1  guarantee  to 
say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  tliat  the 
fire  commissioner,  or  any  other  commis- 
sioner, no  matter  what  his  salary,  rendered  as 
faithful  service  to  the  city  as  the  Alderman  ha  al- 
luded to  [Alderman  Cutter],  notwithstanding  the 
number  of  committees  he  served  upon.  If  Alder- 
men come  here  to  do  the  duty  they  have  sworn  to 
perform,  there  is  no  trouble ;  but  if  Aldermen  ac- 
knowledge that  they  are  incomnetent  to  do  what 
they  are  sent  here  for,  then  they  ihow  a  necessity 
for  a  change.  Gentlemeu  should  come  here  not 
merely  to  partake  of  the  pleasures  and  houors  of 
this  position,  if  they  do  the  duty,  as  they  have  sworn 
to,  and  as  their  predecessors  have  done,  and  say 
there  is  no  need  of  any  change.  The  gentlemau 
says  the  City  Government  of  New  York  is 
the  best  in  the  Union.  I  was  iu  New  York 
last  week  and  I  could  n't  see  across 
the  street  for  the  snow  banks  on  each 
side ;  business  was  at  a  standstill ;  money  enough 
appropriated  but  gone  into  the  pocket  of  some  com- 
missioner. When  I  go  there  and  tell  them  where 
I  came  from,  and  that  I  am  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  the  first  question  they  ask  is, 
"How  much  money  do  you  have?"  "Thirteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars,"  I  say.  "Well,"  is  the 
reply,  "how  much  is  that  worth?  It  ought  to  be 
worth  $50,000  a  year  to  you." 

Alderman  Prescott— Have  you  been  asked  such 
questions  as  that  in  New  York? 

Alderman  Power— I  have  been  asked   that  by 


people  in/New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  it  is  a 
common  remark,  when  I  tell  them  the  amount  of 
money  we  spend  for  paving,  that  "it  ought  to  be 
worth  §50,000  a  year  to  you,"  ana  "you  ought  to  be 
able  to  retire  in  two  years,"  and  "we  retire  here 
in  about  two  years."  And  we  know  they  do;  there 
is  proof  of  it!!  One  gentleman  in  New  York  gath- 
ered immense  possessions,  and  now  he  owns  a  part 
of  Blackwell's  Island,  and  has  had  to  retire  there. 
There  are  plenty  of  such  instances  in  New  York, 
but  I  have  yet  to  know  one  Alderman  or  Council- 
man iu  Boston  who  has  retired  rich  from  the  Gov- 
ernment exceDt  in  the  honor  and  confidence 
of  the  community  which  sent  them  here 
and  appreciated  their  services.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  says  he  approves  bills 
to  the  extent  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  dol- 
lars without  knowing  anything  atoutthem.  If  he 
does  that,  I  will  grant  that  theie  should  be  a  com- 
mission in  his  department,  and  I  will  vote  for  .a 
commission  where  they  oo  that.  The  gentleman 
is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, and  if  he  acknowledges  that  he  does  n't 
know  anything  about  his  duties  he  ought  to  be 
removed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  forthwith.  If  I 
should  make  such  an  acknowledgment  I  should 
expect  to  be  removed  by  our  present  efficient 
Mayor  the  first  chance  he  got  to  send  a  document 
to  this  Board.  I  do  not  pretend  to  have  done  my 
dutv  Better  than  my  comrades  iu  this  Board,  but  I 
am  ashamed  of  these  arguments,  and  the  gentle- 
man ought  to  be  ashamed  to  make  ?uch  an  ac- 
knowledgment, for  he  knows  they  are  not  true  in 
the  sense  that  he  would  have  us  understand 
them.  It  is  disgraceful  because  it  is  not  true ;  the 
city  business  has  not  been  managed  in  such  a  way. 
He  speaks  of  this  Fire  Con  mission  and  what  they 
have  done.  Who  are  these  gie^t  men — these 
Solomons  of  wisdom,  "??ho  in  two  years  have 
learned  everything  in  the  management  of  a  fire 
department,  and  know  more  about  it  than  any  one 
who  preceded  them?  Grant  that  they  aie  men  of 
ordinary  capacity;  acknowledge  that  they  have 
done  all  they  could  with  the  limited  knowledge 
they  had — I  don't  fiud  fault  with,  and  have  noth- 
ing to  say  against,  them;  they  have  done  ~ell 
enough  and  would  no  doubt  continue  to  do  so  un- 
der the  present  form  of  government.  But  l  think 
we  have  had  about  enough  of  them.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  egotistical  or  take  credit  to  myself,  but 
it  seems  to  nit  that  our  Government  is  improving, 
that  the  citizens  think  so,  a  nd  so  do  the  newspapers, 
which  have  such  an  influence  on  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9;  the  citizens  are  satisfied  that 
we  have  a  good  Government,  though  there  may 
be  some  weak  points  about  it.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  some  changes,  and  I  had  hoped  the  Alder- 
man would  have  put  iu  a  resolution  somewhat 
different  from  that,  and  that  we  could  have  gone 
on  and  examined  this  charter,  and  not  committed 
this  Board  to  something  that,  it  seems  to  me,  they 
are  not  now  competent  to  vott  upon,  because  they 
have  not  had  time  to  study  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  A  Iderman  from  Ward 
12  entirely  misconstrues  my  remarks.  I  said  it 
was  impossible  for  Aldermen  to  fully  acquaint 
themselves  with  all  the  details  and  workings  of 
the  large  departments  of  this  Government.  The 
gentleman  is  chairman  of  the  committees  on 
Paving,  Bathing,  Bridges  and  other  committees. 
and  a  aiernber  of  several  other  important  commit- 
>ees.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  he  can  have  a 
thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  work- 
ings of  those  departments?  and,  when  he  ap- 
proves bills  every  month  to  the  amount  of  several 
thousand  dollars,  can  he  have  that  practical 
knowledge  of  the  charges  that  he  c.:n  upon  his 
own  private  bills?  1  think  not. 

Alderman  Harris — Caunot  a  chairman  obtain 
the  details  as  well  as  the  commissioners?  I  don't 
understand  that  the  commisbioners  go  to  see  the 
work  done. 

Alderman  Piescott— The  reason  is  that  an  Alder- 
man has  i  ot  time  to  look  after  the  work  of  this 
department.  We  had  a  chairman  of  the  Fire 
Committee  who  was  a  member  of  this  Board  four 
years,  and  he  was  i  aio^t  economical  member;  but 
I  have  no  doubt  he  approved  bills  in  his  depart- 
ment of  which  he  could  have  no  knowledge  what- 
ever; and  they  were  larger  than  thej  should  be.  for 
they  were  cut  down  wheu  three  commissioners 
took  charge  of  that  department.  The  figures 
show  for  themselves.  I  claim  that  the  practical 
workings  of  the  commissions  we  already  have 
should  lead  us  to  inquire  whether  or  not  other  de- 
partments should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  com- 
petent boards. 

Alderman  Harris— Is  not  the  larger  part  of  the 
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appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department  fertile  sal- 
aries of  the  men? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  no  doubt  it  is;  but 
the  salaries  are  not  the  only  tiling  in  that  depart- 
ment. The  purchase  of  supplies  and  the  repairs 
are  immense  items.  1  don't  desire  to  cast  a  reflec- 
tion upon  any  gentleman  who  has  been  at  the  head 
of  that  department.  To  ask.  a  man  to  run  to  ev- 
ery lire  alarm  in  Boston,  to  see  to  all  the  men,  to 
study  all  matters  relating  to  extinguishing  fires 
and  iook  after  the  thousand  and  one  details  of  the 
department,  was  asking  him  to  do  more  than  you 
had  a  right  to  ask  any  one  man  to  do.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  the  department  was  run  extrava- 
gantly, as  has  clearly  been  shown  by  the  man- 
agement of  that  department  for  the  past  two 
years.  Does  the  Alderman  from  Ward  14  mean  to 
say  that  a  city  of  the  size  antl  population  of  Bos- 
ton should  not  have  a  competent  Board  of  Health 
to  look  after  its  sanitary  interests?  When  Bos- 
ton was  a  town,  in  179!),  it  had  a  Board  of  Health 
composed  of  twelve  men,  independent  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  i  ud  they  had  nothing  to  do 
but  look  after  the  sanitary  interests  of  the  town. 
Is  there  a  large  city  on  the  continent  that  hasn't  a 
Board  of  Health  ?  Is  thei  e  a  city  that  would  give 
up  its  Board  of  Health?  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  quotes  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  It  has  a 
board  of  twelve  persons,  three  appointed  by  one 
court,  tluee  by  another,  three  by  another  body, 
and  three  by  another,  with  no  responsibility 
to  aoy  one.  That  is  a  great  detect  in  the 
chars  of  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Washing- 
ton. If  gentlemen  will  look  into  the  matter  they 
will  fine  thai  where  commissions  have  failed,  it 
was  because  they  are  not  responsible  to  one  In  ad, 
like  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  two  or  tlnee  weeks  ago  recog- 
nized che  value  of  a  commission  to  investigate 
the  important  matter  of  sewerage,  which  has  un- 
dergone a  good  deal  of  discussion.  He  proposed 
that  commission,  and  certainly  we  have  reason  to 
believe  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed thatwi  shall  have  a  thorough  report  on 
the  whole  subject.  I  claim  there  is  a  necessity 
for  commissions  in  tnese  departments  which  en- 
tail large  expenditures  ot  money.  To  a  cer- 
tain extent,  I  believe  that  our  Municipal  Govern- 
ment Should  be  earned  on  under  the 'same  sy-tem 
as  our  National  Government  is  today.  We  elect  a 
President  of  the  United  States. and  put  power  into 
his  hands  to  appoint  the  secretaries  of  the  treas- 
ury, war,  intcrioi  and  navy  and  heads  of  all  im- 
portant departments  of  the  Government,  and  to 
nominate  judges  for  the  Supreme  Court,  who  are 
to  hold  office  tor  life;  you  authorize  him  to  i  oni- 
inate  postmasters,  collectors,  and  you  hold  bim 
responsible  lot  his  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs. Aud  I  believe  that  is  the  correct  principle 
of  managing  a  Municipal  Government. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  am  satisfied  that  Boston 
has  a  moc'el  City  Government.  For  the  past  fifty- 
two  years  it  has  stood  out  boldly  in  the  front  of  all 
the  city  governments  in  this  country.  The  gov- 
ernments of  New  YorV,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore 
and  Washington  should  lotjk  to  us  for  a  model 
charter  by  which  to  couJuct  their  affairs,  and  we 
should  not  have  to  look  to  them,  after  having 
done  so  well  under  our  old  charter.  That  is  where 
I  differ  from  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  9. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  propose  to  vote  for  this 
resolution,  not  because  I  believe  that  "republican 
institutions  are  a  failure,"  but  because  I  think 
that  the  charter  which  answered  the  purpose  fifty 
years  ago  is  inadequate  for  our  present  needs.  I 
am  free  to  say  that  I  should  be  unable  to  vote  foi 
the  charter  as  it  came  from  the  commissioners, 
but  I  am  in  favor  of  attempting  to  improve  upon 
our  present  charter,  and  also  upon  that  presented 
by  the  commissioneis. 

Alderman  Power — The  Alderman  opposite  says 
he  do Vt  believe  it  is  possible  for  chairmen  to 
have  proper  knowledge  of  the  departments.  I 
contend  1  have  just  the  same  knowledge  of  each 
department  I  am  connected  with  that  the  head  of 
any  commercial  establishment  in  Boston  has  of  its 
affairs.  Any  one  who  does  a  large  amount  of 
business  must  trust  to  faithful  servants  to  make 
bargains  and  contracts,  and  disburse  aud  receive 
money.  In  the  year  1871-72,  the  appropriation  for 
Fire  Department  was  $359,000,  and  $445,000  in 
1872  73.  The  last  year  before  it  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  commission,  the  committee  spent  a 
great  deal  of  money  for  new  engines  and  hose, 
and  I  doubt  if  one  has  been  needed  since.  They 
thoroughly  equipped  the  department ;  but  I  see 
the  appropriation  for  1875-76  is  to  bo  $694,000. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  gentleman  will  find  the 


figures  are  $731,000  for  the  Fue  Department  for 
1875-76-. 

Aldeiman  Power — I  wa«  giving  the  figures  inde- 
pendent of  the  Fire  Alarm  Department,  which 
wa.  separate  before  it  passed  into  the  bands  of 
the  Commission.  1  can't  quite  see  that  they  are 
running  the  department  at  one  or  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  less  than  it  was  by  a  committee 
of  the  City  Government.  There  has  been  consid- 
erable written  and  printed  about  this  charter,  and 
I  would  like  to  make  one  quotation,  which,  I  think, 
is  a  pretty  stroog  one  : 

"The  proposed  charter  will  virtually  put  the 
government  of  the  city  iuto  commission  ;  and  thus 
far  will  tender  it  more  a  'government  lor  the 
people'  than  'by  the  people';  and  seeais  to  imply 
a  distrust  either  of  the  intelligence  or  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  masses  of  voters  ic  an  extent  that 
renders  it  unsafe  to  leave  the  conduct  of  munici- 
pal affairs  in  the  hands  ot  a  government  ol  their 
own  election.  This  is  a  principle  which  I  do  not 
like  and  which  I  should  accept  only  as  a  necessity. 
Its  importance  is  vital ;  and  it  it  involves  a  f?ct 
deduced  Iroin  experience,  it  certainly  has  most 
startling  significance.  If  its  truth  must  be 
admitted,  1  think  it  would  still  remain  to  be 
proved  that  the  commissions  which  the  pro- 
posed  charter  contemplates  would  not  in  time  par- 
take of  the  average  character  and  quality  of  the 
City  Council  by  whom  they  are  created,  aud  thus 
the  remedy  for  the  present  evils  fail,  while  the 
evils  themselves  might  become  moce  aggravated 
by  the  prolonged  tenure  of  office  and  the  increased 
difficulty  of  reaching  them  by  the  public.  That 
there  are  certain  grave  difficulties  attending  the 
whole  civil-service  system  under  a  popular  gov- 
ernment is  apparent.  The  very  idea  ot  such  a 
government  presupposes  a  type  of  civilization 
much  advanced,  and  a  community  largely  en- 
dowed with  intellectual  and  moral  attributes,  from 
nature  or  cultivation.  With  us  tb?  peo.de  are 
the  throne;  they  have  its  power;  they  are  sup- 
posed to  have  the  virtue  and  the  wisdom  also 
which,  give  it  dignity,  authority  and  safety. 
The  only  safe  and  real  remedy  for  incompetency 
and  infidelity  in  administering  the  functions  of  a 
popular  government,  it  seems  to  me,  is  an  enlight- 
ened ana  patriotic  public  opinion,  under  which 
the  citizens  discharge  their  duty  at  the  polls,  and 
to  which  public  servants  feel  a  direct  and  immedi- 
ate accountability.  To  say  that  the  maintenance  of 
such  a  public  opinion  is  impossible  is  only  ano' her 
form  of  saying  that  the  hope  upon  which  our  whole 
system  of  government  is  founded— national  and 
State,  as  welt  as  municipal — has  perished  in  the 
first  century  of  trial.  If  it  be  said  that  the  exist- 
ing charter  of  the  city  is  a  limitation  of  the  popu- 
lar « ill,  as  compared  with  the  greater  freedom 
under  a  previous  charter,  as  that  also  was  of  its 
antecedent,  aud  of  the  powers  of  the  selectmen 
of  Boston,  and,  therefore,  that  the  charter  now 
proposed  for  adoption  is  but  another  step  forward 
in  the  same  direction,  obedient  to  the  necessity 
which  grows  out  of  the  territorial  and  numerical 
growth  of  thr  city,  I  think  it  is  safe  to  reply  that 
the  principle  of  the  last  differs  from  all  the  others 
in  that  they  all  contemplate  a  government  annu- 
ally chosen  by  the  people,  while  this  contemplates 
a  government  mainly  of  commissions,  elected  for 
a  term  of  years  by  a  City  Council  itself  elected  for 
a  term  of  years  also,  and  thus  it  would  place  the 
governing  power  within  barriers  of  terms  and 
persous  remote  from  responsibility  to  the  people. 
The  idea  suggested  in  the  report  of  ihe  charter 
commissiorei  s  that  the  city  is  a  great  corpora- 
tion, to  be,  governed  by  somewhat  permanent 
officers,  mns  through  the  charter  itself  aud 
forms  its  central  and  controlling  element.  It 
looks  to  a,  forcible  government.  Now  it  is  doubt- 
less true  that  the  city  is  both  in  name  and  in 
fact  a  great  corporation ;  but  it  is  ore  in  which 
every  citizen  is  a  corporator,  and  the  legitimate 
object  of  its  government  is  to  secure  the  public 
welfare,  and  this  object  should  be  accomplished, 
not  by  the  greatest  amount  of  goveminp- — that  is, 
bv  the  largest  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  the 
citizen — bat  by  the  least.  -That  government  is 
best  which  governs  least.'  It  seems  to  me  in  the 
highest  degree  essential  to  preset  ve  as  an  active 
sentiment  this  idea  of  a  community  of  interest 
between  the  Government  of  the  city  and  its  citi- 
zens, in  contrast  with  the  idea  of  a  government 
exercising  authority  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  peo- 
ple yielding  compulsory  obedience  on  the  other. 
Again,  the  proposed  charter  apparently  con- 
cludes that  the  whole  source  of  danger  and  cor- 
i  uptioTi  lies  in  the  people  or  in  their  immediate 
representatives;  and  that    certain   commissions 
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elected  by  tlit  City  Council,  itself  elected  by  the 
people,  will  possess  a  higliei  type  of  intelligence 
and  fidelity.  'Can  a  fountain  send  forth  sweet 
water  and  bitter?'  The  City  Council  would  be 
changed  under  the  proposed  charter  once  in  three 
years;  the  Aldermen  being- elected  each  for  three 
years,  and  the  Councilmen  for  two  years  each, 
The  Mayor  for  three  years.  The  Mayor  is  vested 
with  almost  unlimited  authority,  and  among  his 
pierogatives  is  the  nomination  of  the  members  of 
all  the  fifteen  commissions  by  which  the  city 
is  to  be  governed,  it  being  apparentlv  as- 
sumed that  the  people  will  never  elect  a 
Mayor  who  is  not  worthy  to  be  trusted 
with  these  great  and  measurably  absolute 
powers.  There  is  no  guarantee  of  such  a  result, 
that  I  am  awa  e  of;  and  the  example  of  other 
great  cities,. wheie  an  extended  tenure  of  office 
and  numerous  commissions  have  prevailed,  does 
not  seem  to  justify  such  an  assumption.  On  the 
contrary,  suppose  the  same  influences  which  are 
distributed  under  the  present  regime  should  com- 
bine to  get  possession  of  the  Government,  would 
they  not  be  likely  to  concentrate  upon  the  mayor- 
alty as  the  citadel, knowing  that  if  they  cairy  that 
they  have  secured  the  nominating  power,  and 
advanced  far  toward  removing  all  obstacles  to 
establishing  themselves  in  these  somewhat  per- 
manent and  some  what  in responsible  commissions? 
Are  there  not  recent  examples,  fresh  in  our  minds, 
where  this  has  bei-n  attenuated  in  other  cities,  and 
so  thoroughly  accomplished  as  to  render  it  the 
chronic  condition  of  affairs?  And  when  the  long- 
suffeiing  people,  aroused  with  indignation,  set 
about  tbs  work  of  reform,  what  obstacle  so  seri- 
ously impeded,  if  it  did  not  spoil,  their  success,  as 
this  long  tenure  of  office  and  this  compacted  ma- 
chinery of  commissions  and  this  nominating  power 
of  i he  Mayor*" 

Now,  that  coveis  the  experience  in  other  cities? 
They  have  found  it  next  to  impossible  to  change 
the  state  of  affair's  existing  id  New  York,  and  so 
undoubtedly  it  would  be  here.  The  Alderman 
speaks  of  commissioners  receiving  salaries  of  $3000 
a  year.  Do  you  believe  the  class  of  men  you  could 
get  for  $ 30C0  would  be  of  as  high  standard  and 
above  the  reach  of  temptation  as  the  average  class 
of  gentlemen  who  come  here?  How  many  gentle- 
men who  come  here  would  let  themselves  for 
$3000  a  year?  How  many  of  us  would  come  here 
for  pay  at  all?  Tbey  assume  a  great  responsibil- 
ity ;  they  have  a  character  in  the  community,  and 
they  either  make  a  good  reputation  or  ruin 
themselves.  My  experience  is  that  they 
have  attended  to  their  duties  to  the  utter 
neglect  of  their  own  business.  From  the 
experience  we  have  had,  the  appointed  com- 
missioners do  not  compare  with  the  average  of 
the  men  who  come  here.  To  be  a  successful 
Aldei  man  one  must  be  a  successful  business  man 
and  show  a  capacity  for  successfully  managing 
business  of  his  own.  A  man  who  cannot  manage 
his  own  business  successfully  cannot  successfully 
carry  on  business  for  the  city.  The  secret  of  tbe 
success  of  this  Government  is  that  a  majority  of 
those  who  have  sat  at  this  Board  have  been  suc- 
cessful business  men;  I  say  that  we  are  most 
likely  to  get  as  commissioners  men  who  have 
failed  to  conduct  their  own  business  successfully; 
that  is  the  class  most  of  the  applicants  come 
from . 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following  as  sub- 
stitutes for  the  resolutions  under  consideration  : 

[No.  1.]  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Board  it  is  expedient  to  make  some  changes  in 
the  present  organization  of  the  City  Government; 
the  extent  and  character  of  the  changes  to  be 
hereafter  detei  mined. 

l_No.  2.]  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  ap- 
ply to  the  present  Legislature  for  a  new  city  char- 
ter. 

Alderman  Worthiugton— Those  resolutions  meet 
my  views  exactly.  We  have  lived  for  fifty-two 
years  under  a  charter  which  has  governed  Boston 
better  than  any  other  city— as  all  acknowledge- 
in  the  United  States.  We  are  now  larger,  and  all 
acknowledge  that  some  changes  are  Decessaiy. 
I  believe  that  competent  men,  who  thoroughly 
understand  the  wants  of  the  city,  can  in  three 
days'  time  prepare  the  necessary  amendments  to 
coutinuethis  charter  and  make  it  better  calculated 
for  the  government  of  the  people  than  the  one  we 
have  now.  I  am  assured  by  a  gentleman  in  this 
city  that  he  will  guarantee  in  a  few  days,  or  in 
one  week,  to  present  to  any  one  authorized  to  re- 
ceive it,  an  amendment  to  this  charter  which  will 
make  it  the  best  charter  in  the  world.  We  have 
lived  under   this   charter;    we    have   had    legal 


decisions  on  every  point  in  it,  and  we 
know  them.  There  is  no  question  about 
what  we  have  now.  But  If  v/e  adopt  this 
new  charter,  it  starts  from  the  beginning  on 
entirely  different  principles.  To  my  mind  the 
foundation  of  the  new  charter  is  entirely  wrong, 
is  anti-republican  aod  anti-democratic.  We  are 
starting  squarely  on  the  ground  that  the  people 
are  not  to  be  trusted,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  has  said, — that  the  people  who  pay  the  moaey 
are  not  to  be  trusted  to  spend  it,  but  that  we  are 
to  appoint  commissions  to  do  thar,who  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  paying  the  money,  or  pay  only  a 
small  portion  of  it.  It  is  true  of  the  commission- 
ers we  have,  as  the  fgentlsman  said,  they  are  not 
successful  business  men,  for  if  they  were  they 
would  not  take  positions  for  $3000  a  year.  And 
yet  we  \ie  to  trust  them  to  spend  millions  of  dollars 
and  the  people  who  pay  it  are  not  to  be  trusted. 
How  are  they  responsible  to  this  Government? 
The  File  Commission  ask  for  §700,000  and  it  is  put 
iDto  tbe  appropriation.  Who  has  anything  to  say 
about  spending  that  money  except  the  three  com- 
missioners? They  spend  it  and  ask  no  questions 
of  ar.ybody.  I  believe  that  is  not  the  way  to  do  it. 
1  believe  the  Aldeimen  are  far  better  able  to  man- 
age il  than  ai  y  com  mission  you  have.  They  are 
a  part  of  the  people,  and  responsible  every  year 
to  the  people.  That  1  believe  to  be  the  true*  prin- 
ciple of  government,  and  when  we  depart  from 
that  we  shall  depart  from  a  deinocr  tic  and 
republican  fotm  of  government.  Look  at  the 
business  they  propose  to  give  to  the 
Commission  on  Public  Works.  Does  any 
gentleman  suppose  that  that  commission  can  be- 
gin to  look  after  it  hetter  than  the  Aldermen  look 
after  their  departments?  Can  three  men  doit 
better  th?.n  twelve  men  can,  when  their  honor  is 
at  stake?  for  they  are  responsible  to  the  people. 
What  is  the  fact  fn  regard  to  the  commissioners  ? 
Take  the  Board  of  Health.  They  are  not  required 
to  give  all  their  time  to  the  city"  and  they  ao  at- 
tend to  other  work,  and  do  so  every  week  in  the 
year.  They  come  down  to  the  Citv  Hall  at  nine 
o'clock  and  attend  to  some  business,  aud  then 
go  to  their  private  offices;  they  come  back 
at  two  o'clock,  and  you  will  find  them 
at  home  at  five  o'clock  five  days  of  the 
week.  And  what  is  the  case  "with  the 
Board  of  Aldeimen?  A  majority  of  them  go  to 
their  private  business  at  nine  o'clock  and  you  will 
find  them  here  at  one  o'clock  if  they  can  leave 
their  committee  work,  and  you  will  find  them  till 
five,  six,  eight  or  ten  o'clock,  doing  a  great  deal 
more  work  than  any  one  of  these  commissioners 
do.  I  believe  that  is  true.  We  give  more  time  to 
the  city  than  the  commissioners  do.  Why  do  we 
want  to  change  the  model  government  «'e  have 
had  for  fifty-two  years  and  start  with  one  on  en- 
tirely diffrrent  principles  from  that  on  which  the 
city  has  been  conducted?  It  seems  to  nn- that  it 
will  be  almost  fatal  to  this  City  Government. 
I  approach  this  subject  with  a  great  deal 
of  fear.  If  we  pass  this  charter  and  the 
Legislature  should  approve  it,  I  believe  the 
people  will  throw  it  back  into  our  faces  as 
anti-republican  and.  anti-democratic  and  for- 
eign to  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  this 
city.  I  believe  we  should  pass  these  substitute 
resolutions.  If  they  are  passed  I  will  agree  to  pre- 
sent an  amendment  to  the  charter  within  one 
week  from  next  Monday  that  will  meet  the  views 
of  this  City  Government,  and  we  can  successfully 
carry  on  a'  city  as  hir^e  as  Boston  is  now.  and  as 
large  as  it  may  be  by  future  annexations.  I  kuow 
the  men  with  whom  I  have  talked,  and  they  know 
the  principles  of  this  Government  bettor  than  any 
man  at  this  Board.  They  assure  me  thatjthey  will 
present  this  amendment,  and  I  think  it  will  meet 
the  vi?ws  of  this  Board.  If  we  pass  this  charter 
and  it  should  fail  afterwards,  we  shall  lose  so 
much  time.  But  if  we  adopt  the  amendment  I 
suggest,  I  firmly  believe  we  can  go  on  as  %ve  have 
for  the  last  fifty-two  >ears. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  actiou  now,  be- 
cause of  a  «ant  of  time  to  examine  the  subject. 
The  substitute  resolution  will  commit  nobody  to 
the  new  charter,  and  it  should  be  adopted. '  He 
intended  to  read  another  quotation  from  a 
very  able  article  written  by  a  gentleman  [Hon.  A. 
H.  Rice]  who  has  had  a  great  deal  of  experience 
in  the  City  Government,  having  been  through 
pretty  much  all  its  grades  to  the  Mayor's  chair, 
and  he  would  quote  it  in  proof  of  the  soundness 
of  the  government  that  has  existed  in  this  city. 
It  showed  conclusively  that  the  people  desired  to 
retain  those  who  were  "worthy : 

"The  people  of  Boston  have  always  been  jealous 
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of  expedients  to  deprive  them  of  the  direct  con- 
trol of  their  domestic  affairs,  and  so  have  the  peo- 
ple of  Massachusetts.  They  have  tenaciously 
elung  to  annual  elections  and  direct  accountabili- 
ty of  officials  to  the  people  themselves.  In  point 
of  character  our  City  Government  has  been  re- 
markably pure.  The  heads  of  departments  have 
been  returned  annually  to  their  places  as  the  re- 
ward of  iheii  fidelity  and  fitness  for  their  duties. 
The  treasury  has  been  free  from  defalcations  and 
no  taint  rests  upon  the  other  permanent  depart- 
ments. Since  the  foundation  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment' there  have  been  but  four  treasur- 
ers, and  a  change  has  never  been  made 
except  by  reason  of  death  or  voluntary 
letireuient.  There  have  been  but  three 
Auditors  of  Accounts — all  clean  men.  Theie  has 
never  been  a  City  Clerk  who  was  not  named  Sam- 
uel F.  MeCleary,  the  synonym  of  probity  and  abil- 
ity. There  have  been  scarcely  more  than  two 
Clerks  of  the  Common  Council.  These  officers 
have  been  annually  elected  by  constituencies 
fresh  from  the  people,  and  in  all  the  mutations  of 
party  politics  no  serious  attempt  has  ever  been  made 
to  displace  them  or  either  of  them.  Perhaps  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say  that  do  party,  temporarily  in 
power,  could  have  withstood  the'  popular  indigna- 
tion that  their  removal  would  have  created.  Cer- 
tainly such  examples  iu  our  own  experience  may 
well  enough  strengthen  our  faith  in  the  average 
good  sense  of  the  people  of  the  city  and  est:,  b- 
lish  our  confidence  in  the  popular  will  as  on  the 
whole  the  greatest  safeguard  of  good  government. 
*  *  *  I  also  appreciate  the  value  of  experience, 
and  of  a  ceitain  measure  of  independence  in  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs;  but  still  I  cannot  be- 
lieve it  safe  to  abandon  the  cardinal  principle  up- 
on which  oui  whole  system  vests — faith  in  the  con- 
current voice  of  the  people;  and  if  there  are  evils 
or  dangers  in  the  system,  may  we  not  with  more 
assurance  ot  success  apply  the  moulding  influ- 
ences of  education,  morality  and  religion,  rather 
than  resort  to  arbitrary  combinations  of  power  in 
commissions,  which  from  their  very  nature  may 
become  nurseries  of  corruption?" 

And  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  proved  in 
every  place  where  they  have  been  maugmated. 

Alderman  Quiney  thought  that  by  adopting  the 
substitute  they  would  be  dodgicg  a  question  they 
ough1;  not  to  dodge.  Two  years  ago  the  City 
Council  instructed  the  Mayor'  to  appoint  a  com- 
mission to  revise  the  charter ;  he  did  so,  here  is 
their  report,  and  the  City  Council  should  not  dodge 
the  issue  it  presents. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  nothing  of  this  kind 
was  contemplated  when  the  commission  was  ap- 
pointed. This  was  something  the  City  Council 
had  never  asked  f oi.  No  such  radical  change  as 
this  was  proposed. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  could  understand 
that  there  is  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  upon 
this  matter,  and  as  the  Alderman  from  Cbarles- 
tow.i  had  recognized  the  netd  of  some  change  by 
offering  the  subject,  he  hoped  that  gemleunan  who 
had  voted  against  changes  heretofore  would  give 
some  reasons. 

Aldsrmau  Han  is— I  stand  ready  to  reply  to  the 
question.  I  would  join  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil with  the  Board  of  Fire  Cooamissiouers  to  act 
together,  like  the  Water  Board,  thus  bringing  the 
working  of  the  department,  to  the  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  City  Government.  As  it  is  now  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  meet  the  commis- 
sioners once  a  month,  which  the  ordinance  re- 
quires, and  look  over  the  bills  the  commissioners 
have  contracted.  The  ordinance  gives  the  com- 
missioners absolute  power  to  expend  money,  and 
•while  I  would  say  the  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers are  reliable  men,  nevertheless,  I  believe  the 
associating  together  of  gentlemen  of  the  City 
Council,  who  come  from  the  people,  with  the  com- 
missioners would  commend  itself  to  the  citizens. 
This  is  one  of  the  changes  I  would  favor,  and 
there  are  others  that  would  occur  to  me  after  a 
little  consideration.  Having  been  on  the  Fire 
Committee  last  year,  I  saw  the  peculiar  position 
the  committee  are  plaoed  in.  We  were  there 
simply  as  supervisors,  with  no  responsibility 
whatever. 

Alderman  Prescotc  suggested  that  the  second 
resolution  offered  by  Alderman  Hanis  w«s  differ- 
ent from  the  first,  and  inquired  if  they  are  to  be 
acted  on  together. 

Alderman  Harris  said  he  would  withdraw  the 
second  one. 

Alderman  Stebbins  objected  to  the  withdrawal. 

Alderman  Power  raised  the  point  that  it  could 
be  withdrawn  as  it  had  not  been  acted  on. 


The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  resolution  was  the 
property  of  the  Board,  to  be  disposed  of  by  them. 

Alderman  Harris  called  tor  a  division  of  the 
question.  His  intention  was  to  offer  only  the  first 
one. 

Alderman  Quiney  thought  if  the  substitute  is 
offered  to  defeat  the  original  resolution,  although 
he  agreed  f<ith  it  substantially,  to  adopt  it  would 
be  dodging  the  main  question,  which  should  not 
be. 

The  que.-tion  was  taken  on  substituting  Alder- 
man Harris's  first  resolution  for  the  first  one  of- 
fered by  Aldeiman  Quiney,  and  it  was  lost — yeas 
5,  nays  7. 

Yeas — Alderaien  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power,  Viles, 
AVorthingtoo — 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quiney,  Stebbins— 7. 

Alderman  Quiney  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  his  first  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted — yeas  7, 
nays  5 — the  members  voting  in  the  same  relative 
position  as  before. 

The  second  resolution  offered  by  Alderman 
Harris  was  rejected — yeas  5,  nays  7. 

THE   POLICY   OF    APPOINTED  COMMISSIONS. 

Alderm&n  Quiney  then  offered  resolution  Nos.  2 
and  3,  previously  read  by  him,  and  said — 

As  the  Board  have  decided  in  favor  uf  commis- 
sions, I  think  they  will  see  that  it  is  advisable  to 
appoint  them  by  the  Mayor  subject  to  confirma- 
tion by  both  blanches  of  the  City  Council;  the 
charter  requres  a  yea  and  nay  vote  to  confirm  and 
two-thirds  to  remove  any  one  so  appointed.  I  do 
not  think  any  better  mode  of  choosing  such  com- 
missions can  be  provided  thau  has  peen  sug- 
gested. 

Alderman  Power — I  object  to  the  manner  of  ap- 
pointing these  commissions,  and  to  putting  the 
running:  of  this  Government  into  the  Mayor's 
hands,  I  dor't  care  who  he  mav  be  or  what  his 
name  is.  1  object  to  tying  the  hands  of  the  tax- 
payers and  preventing  them  horn  having  any 
voice i n  ths  election  of  city  officers.  The  pretext 
is,  that  it  you  d>>n't  like  a  man  you  can  reject 
him.  Can  any  one  recall  an  instance  where  a 
man  the  Mayoi  appointed  was  objected  to  in 
open  session?  Yet  there  have  been  unfit  ap- 
pointments made.  We  have  one  elected  com- 
mission, and  it  is  notorious  that,  no  ap- 
pointed commission  compares  with  it.  The 
two  principal  members  were  selected  ex- 
pressly for  their  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness. If  we  are  to  have  commissions,  I  want  them 
elected  bv  the  people,  and  not  nominated  by 
the  Mayor.  I  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against 
carrying  that  system  further.  The  Mayor  of  this 
city  has  as  much  power  now  as  it  is  safe  for  the 
people  to  give  any  one  man.  The  reason  of  the 
purity  of  our  Government  is  because  we  are  so 
near  the  people.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
Mayors  do  not  average  any  better  than  Aldermen. 
We  have  weak  ones  and  strong  ones.  Because  we 
have  a  strong oi.e  now,  does  n't  follow  that  we  will 
always  have.  "We  have  had  as  many  weak  Mayors 
as  stioog  ones;  but  we  have  always  had  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Aldermen  light,  who  were  faithful 
guardians  of  the  city's  interests.  But  under  this 
document,  what  sort  of  a  board  will  you  get? 
They  need  n't  meet  twice  a  year.  What  man  of 
ambition  or  capacity  wouldsit  here  a  mere  figure 
head,  the  tool  ot  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
firm his  appointments,  as  it  would  be  no  use  to 
reject  them.  The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions,  for  instance,  might  nominate  a 
Master  of  the  House  of  Correction,  and  bring  him 
to  his  Honor,  the  Mayor.  "Gentlemen,  I  have  a 
friend  picked  out  for  that  office.  You  need  n't 
trouble  yourselves  about  it."  That  is  what  he  can 
tell  you.  Do  you  want  to  carry  out  thar,  system  of 
government?  That  is  just  what  you  are  doing. 
Could  you  get  men  of  capacity  and  independence 
to  come  heie  under  such  a  government?  No.  It 
would  become  a  government  of  mere  nonen- 
tities. It  is  an  honor  to  have  a  seat  at 
this  Board  now.  And  why?  Because  you 
have  power  and  responsibility.  If  you  acquit 
yourselves  honestly  and  conscientiously  you 
receive  honor  for  it,  honor  worth  seeking,  honor 
that  any  in  this  Commonwealth  may  feel  proud 
of.  Consequently  men  of  integrity  are  always 
willing  to  come  here,  and  as  they  acquit  them- 
selves honorably  and  honestly,  the  honor  grows 
and  accumulates.  But  under  the  new  charter 
what  do  you  amount  to?  Nothing  at  all,  but  to 
carry  out  the  views,  dictates  and  recommenda- 
tions of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  than  whom  no 
stronger  monarch,  no   greater  autocrat  could   be 
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put  into  city  hail.  And  these  commissioners 
would  bs  his  tools.  Would  n't  it  be  natural  for 
them  to  get  together  and  perpetuate  their  power 
— the  men  who  would  come  here  for  $3000  a  year? 
Corruption  is  sure  to  come  of  it.  X  don't  wish 
to  come  here  and  be  the  tool  of  any  man 
under  such  a  charter;  nor  should  I  wish 
to  be  a  citizen  of  a  city  with  such  a  cbarcer,  no 
matter  from  whom  it  emanate".  It  is  entirely 
antagonistic  to  the  principles  of  our  Government, 
and  I  am  astonished  to  think  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men indorse  such  resolutions  and  documents.  I 
reiterate  that  I  cannot  believe  the  gentlemen  at 
this  Board  can  understand  it  or  know  what 
they  are  doing,  cr  [hey  would  not  so  readily  bar- 
ter away  their  liberties  and  jeopardize  their  prop- 
erty as  the/  do  by  adopting  such  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment as  that.  *  The  commissioners  elected  by 
the  people  have  been  retained  in  office  and  no 
doubt  will  be  so  long  as  they  see  fit  to  bj,  because 
they  possess  the  requisite  qualifications. 

Alderman  Qumey — It  maybe  that  some  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government  mav  not  wish  to 
answer  "No"  to  their  names  od  a  question  of  con- 
firmation, though  I  hope  that  most  of  our  present 
members  have  backbone  enough  to  do  so.  But, 
in  view  of  such  a  possibility,  I  pfopose  to  offer  an 
amendment,  so  that  the  confirmation  shall  be  by 
a  yea  and  nay  vote  or  by  ballot,  so  that  the  vots  of 
no  gentleman  can  transpire. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  "Ward 
12  has  indulged  in  a  great  deal  of  criticism  of  our 
present  boards,  and  speaks  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners being  so  much  stronger  thin  any  other. 
That  may  be  so,  but  there  have  been  candidates 
for  that  office,  who  have  been  voted  for  by  the 
people,  who  I  do  not  believe  were  in  any  way  ca- 
pable for  the  position,  and  they  came  within  a  few 
hundred  vote- of  an  election.  I  do  not  believe 
any  mayor  we  would  have  would  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  nominating  such  men  tor  confirmation 
by  the  City  Council— men  who  succeed  in  carrying 
a  parry  caucus.  There  are  certain  officeis  who 
should  be  elective,  but  certain  others  should 
be  appointed.  Would  you  elect  our  City 
clerk,  or  our  judges,  by  the  people?  The  people 
are  not  in  favor  of  that.  The  present  governor  of 
the  State  in  his  inaugural  called  attention  to  the 
importance  of  making  a  change  in  legard  to 
electing  district  attorneys  an.l  clerks  of  courts 
and  changing  them  tQ  appointments,  and  the 
Legislature  has  proceeded  to  change  the  law. 
There  is  not  the  probability  of  getting  com- 
petent officeis  by  election  by  the  people  that  there 
is  if  the  nominations  come'  from  the  head  officer 
of  the  Government  and  are  voted  upon  by  the 
City  Council.  For  instance,  if  there  are  twenty 
commissioners  to  be  elected,  we  know  that  trade 
will  be  made.  I  am  surprised  that  the  Al- 
derman has  criticised  the  members  of  those 
boaids,  every  one  of  whom  was  submitted  to 
this  Board  for  confirmation,  and  the  Alderman 
remained  in  his  seat. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  said  the  commissioners 
were  as  good,  as  a  rule,  as  they  could  be,  with  the 
limited  knowledge  rhey  have.  But  most  of  them 
were  selected  without  possessing  any  special  qual- 
ifications for  the  business,  and  I  doii't  think  most 
of  them  would  have  a  ghost  of  a  chance  if  they 
had  to  go  before  the  people.  The  Alderman  knows 
that  the  combinations  at  the  elections  are  as 
likely  to  apply  to  the  Mayor  as  to  the  commission- 
ers. I  acknowledge  that  I  have  sat  in  my  seat.  But 
it  has  been  said  these  men  are  good — they  have  u' 
pefaulted,  or  robbed  a  bank.  And  yet  I  know  he 
doesn't  possess  one  single  qualification  for  the 
position ;  he  hasn't  succeeded  in  this  or  that,  but 
I  cannot  say  anything  against  his  character,  and 
who  knows  but  he  was  born  for  the  business  to 
which  he  is  appointed  ?  And  what  is  the  use  of 
my  getting  up  and  opposing  him?  he  is  selected 
by  liis  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  would  n't  have  ap- 
pointed him  if  he  hadn't  been  a  proper  man.  It 
is  true,  there  are  many  people  who  make  excel- 
lent seivahts,  but  very  bad  managers;  but  if  the 
people  appoint  them  they  have  n't  aot  to 
stand  it  more  than  one  year,  and  they  can 
turn  them  out,  and  the  pressure  cannot  reach  the 
Mayoi  to  keep  them  In.  But  if  there  is  any  talk 
about  removing  a  commissioner,  all  his  friends 
have  to  do  is  to  bring  a  pressure  to  bear  and  he  is 
reappointed,  and  the  public  have  nothing  to  say 
about  it.  The  fact  is  you  have  n't  confidence  in 
the  people.  I  say  there  is  no  office  in  this  com- 
munity that  the  people  are  not  to  be  trusted  to 
act  on.  Every  one  who  has  faithfully  served  at 
this  Board  has  retained  his   seat   as   long  ash" 


wished  to,  and  the  argument  is  all  on  the  side  of 
the  people  and  for  the  people. 

Alderman  Worthmgton — I  think  we  have  not 
arrived  at  the  stage  of  proceeding  for  us  to  vote 
on  a  resolution  of  that  kind  tonight.  That  is  the 
essential  thing  in  regard  to  commissions.  If  we 
are  going  to  nass  these  resolutions  this  way  we 
might  as  well  take  the  new  charter  and  pass  it  by 
its  title.  We  are  starting  squarely  on  a  wrong 
foundation,  ore  that  ie  anti-republican  and  anti- 
democratic. We  are  putting  it  as  far  from  the 
people  as  possible,  and  I  shall  vote  for  no  such 
thing-.  If  it  is  to  be  forced  through  in  this 
•way  I  shall  vote  no  on  everything,  and  you 
will  find  that  the  people  of  Boston  will 
not  respond  to  it.  I  protest  against  forcing 
such  resolutions  through  here.  If  this  is  the 
mode  of  procedure,  we  i-ad  better  pass  the  char- 
ter by  its  title. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  resolutions  Nos.  2 
and  3,  offered  ty  Alderman  Quincy,  and  they  were 
adopted— yeas  7,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Prescott,  QuiLcy,  Stebbins— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Power,  Tiles,  Worth- 
ington — i. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  they  had  made  a 
great  deal  ot  progress,  and  they  could  now  come 
to  the  details  of  the  charter  itself.  He.  however, 
•was  willing  to  let  the  matter  rest  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Power  move  l  that  Citv  Doc.  No.  36 
(the  new  draft  of  the  charier)  he  read  by  its  title 
and  adopted  as  a  v  hole. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  bv  ref er- 
ring the  report  to  the  Board  as  a  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  private  sessions  of 
the  Board,  and  he  would  not  be  bound  bv  any  such 
action.  He  protested  against  going  into  commit- 
tee of  tha  whole. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  there  was  no  occasion 
for  secret  session,  as  the  public  or  the  leporteis 
could  be  present  if  they  wish 

Alderman  Stebbins  amended  his  motion  so  that 
the  session  should  be  public. 

Aldermen  Power,  Harris  andWorthington  ques- 
tioned tae  right  of  the  Board  to  go  into  committee 
of  the  wliole,  but  the  Chairman  ruled  that  the 
Board  could  do  so  if  it  saw  fit. 

Alderman  Power  renewed  his  protest  against 
such  action  aud  the  method  of  pioceeding  already 
taken. 

Alderman  Stebbins's  motion  was  carried— 6  for, 
4  against. — and  the  Board  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  the  Chairman  calling  on  Alderman 
Power  to  preside. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  session  of  the  commit- 
tee the  Board  resumed  its  deliberations,  and  Al- 
derman Power  reported  that  the  committee  had 
discusseu  the  first  sectiou,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again. 

On  motion  of  Aldermai  Stebbins  the  report  was 
accepted. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourn  it  be  to  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  tomorrow 
morning,  and  Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  it  be 
Friday,  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alderman  Power  could  i.ot  understand  why  the 
matter  should  be  rushed  through.  It  is  a  most 
preoosterous  a-.id  disgraceful  proceeding.  He  de- 
sired time  to  present  his  arguments  and  figures 
against  the  proposed  changes,  that  he  uiight 
stand  right  before  the  people;  but  he  had  not  had 
time  to  do  so.  Such  a  thing  had  never  been  none 
in  the  Boaid  before.  It  wis  the  most  barefaced 
piece  of  gag  l.iw  ever  perpetrated  in  the  Board 
since  he  had  been  a  member. 

Alderman  Quincy  was  as  much  opposed  to 
pushing  it  as  any  one.  They  had  accomplished 
much,  and  the  committee  could  now  take  it  up 
and  discuss  it,  and  they  could  proceed  wilhout 
factious  opposition  from  the  minority. 

Alderman  Harris  thought  it  evident  that  the 
majority  are  favorable  to  the  new  charter,  and 
they  might  as  well  get  through  with  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  by  sitting  tomorrow  morning  thev 
might  send  it  to  the  other  branch  that  night, 

Alderman  Prescott  alluded  to  the  short  session 
of  the  Legislature,  to  the  rime  allowed  to  consider 
the  charter  by  members,  a  .ad  to  the  possibility 
that  if  the  City  Council  did  not  act  on  tae  charter 
the  citizens  would  take  it  to  the  Legislature 
themselves.  It  became  them  to  act  at  once,  and 
if  necessary  hold  a  dozen  special  meetings. 

Alderman  Power  characterized  the  proceedings 
as  disgraceful  to  the  Board;  they  had  passed  in 
one  evening  what  it  took  the  commission  a  year 
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to  frame,  and  what  the  committee  had  been  con- 
sidering for  two  months.  The  people  bad  not  had 
a  chance  to  consider  it  and  see  if  it  is  a  fit  docu- 
ment to  be  .adopted. 

Alderman  Quincy  suggested  that  a  postpone- 
ment would  be  advisable  to  the  next  regular 
meeting,  and  Alderman  Prescott  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion for  a  meeting  on  Friday. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourned  it  be  to  Monday  next  at  4  P.  M.,  which 
was  carried. 

BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman    Power,  from    the    Committee  on 
Bridges,  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Albany-street   bridge,  over   the 


Roxbury  Canal,   be    closed   to   public  travel  on 
Thursday,  March  18,  and  remain  closed  till  certain 
repairs  are  made. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

PETITIONS. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  the  petitions  of 
Francis  P.  Hale  ec  at.,  for  sidewalk  on  Laurel 
street;  and  Samuel  Bradstreet  et  al.  for  a  sewer 
in  Park  street,  from  Call  street  to  City  square, 
Charlestown. 

Referred— the  first  to  Committee  on  Paving,  and 
the  second  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board 
aajourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    18,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Halsey  J 
Boardman  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOB 
CONCURRENCE. 

Various  petitions  were  referred. 

Reports,  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  B.  F.  Finan,  for  armory  for  Ninth 
Regiment,  and  of  Company  K,  First  Regiment, 
for  an  appropriation  for  repairs  on  annory.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of 
armory  formerly  occupied  hy  Company  B,  Ninth 
Regiment,  at  NO.  122  Eliot  street.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Health  to  consider  ex- 
pediency of  accepting  "An  act  to  provide  for  tie 
appointment  of  inspectors  of  provisions  in  cities 
and  towns."    Passed. 

Order  for  printing  1000  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Draft  of  the  New  Cicy  Char- 
ier.   Passed. 

Order  for  a  contract  for  two  years  and  nine 
months  with  A.  J.  Phillips  for  the  collection  and 
removal  of  house  offal  from  East  Boston,  at  $3000 
per  annum.    Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  John  C.  Brooks  as 
Assistant  Inspector  of  Lighters,  in  place  of 
Charles  C.  Davis,  chosen  by  this  Council.  The 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Walbridge 
of  Ward  12,  Coyle  of  Ward  13,  and  Harmon  of 
Ward  6  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Charles  C.  Davis  had 27 

John  C.  Brooks 13 

William  S.  Battis 10 

P.J.  McDermott 11 

There  being  no  choice  a  second  ballot  was  taken. 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Charles  C.  Davis  had 34 

John  C.  Brooks 11 

William  S.  Battis 7 

P.  J.  McDermott 10 

John  Mullaly 1 

And  Mr.  Davis  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence,   certificate  sent  up. 

Order  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  old 
armory  of  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion,  and  to 
allow  $1000  per  annum  for  rent  ot  said  armory  at 
corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets,  for 
Company  E,  Ninth  Regiment.  Passed  to  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  hall  at  the 
corner  of  Orleans  and  Webster  streets,  East  Bos- 
ton, to  be  hired  three  years  as  an  armory  for  Com- 
pany D,  Fouith  Battalion,  at  not  exceeding  $450 
per  annum.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $75  to  Cyrus  White,  for 
rent  of  armory  of  Company  L,  First  Regiment,  on 
Centre  street,  West  Roxbury,  from  Jan.  1  to  April 
1, 1875.    Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ARMORY  IN  WARD  SIXTEEN. 

The  order  to  allow  and  pay  $200  per  annum  for 
rent  of  armory  of  Company  C,  Fourth  B.ttaliou 
of  Infantry,  on  Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  begin- 
ning Jan.  1,  1875,  was  considered  under  the  head 
of  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  some  explana- 
tion of  this  order.  I  understood  that  an  armory 
was  fitted  up  for  this  company,  at  considerable 
expense,  in  the  Gibson  Schoolhouse,  on  Dorches- 
ter avenue;  but  for  some  reason  they  declined  to 
receive  it.  The  city  draws  $600  rent  fr#m  the 
State  for  this  armory,  and  if  the  armory  is  changed 
that  will  be  cut  off. 

Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20— The  reason  of  the  change 
is  that  the  majority  of  the  members  are  located  a 
mile  and  a  haif  this  side  of  the  armory  now  occu- 
pied by  this  company.  It  is  a  very  fine  company, 
andtbe  committee  were  unanimous  in  granting 
this  allowance.  It  seoms  that  if  we  do  not  grant 
it  the  company  will  probably  break  up  aud  we 
should  lose  one  of  the  finest  companies  in  the 
State.  They  turned  out  forty-two  muskets  at  the 
preliminary  inspection.  We  judged  that  it  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  to  grant  the  re- 
quest. 


Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — Captain  Harlowe  is  un- 
doubtedly a  fine  officer  and  he  has  a  fine  com- 
pany, bnt  it  seems  to  me  that  unless  some  better 
reason  is  given  we  should  hardly  be  justified  in 
providing  accommodations  in  this  location.  Cap- 
tain Paget's  company  occupies  the  other  half  of 
this  building,  ana  they  were  formerly  located  at 
Milton  Lower  Mills,  where  most  of  the  members 
live,  and  that  is  nearly  two  miles  from  the  school- 
house.  If  that  is  so  it  would  not  be  a  great  hard- 
ship for  Captain  Harlowe's  company  to  be  located 
in  this  armory.  1  understand  it  is  only  4000  feet 
from  the  armory  they  proposed  to  occupy. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  had  the  honor  to  en- 
deavor to  get  this  appropriation  last  year.  The 
facts  are  as  stated  by  the  chairman.  If  a  mili- 
tary company  is  worth  anything  to  the  city  at  all, 
it  is  worth  $200,  and  if  noc,  it  had  better  be  abol- 
ished. If  it  is  desirable  to  have,  it  should  be  in  a 
location  convenient  for  drill  and  for  service  in  an 
emergency.  It  is  true  the  armory  has  been 
furnished  for  this  company,  but  it  is  entire- 
ly inappropriate  on  account  of  the  extreme  dis- 
tance from  the  residences  of  the  members.  Un- 
less you  grant  this  small  pittance,  this  company 
will  hare  to  be  abandoned. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— There  is  a  direct  line  of 
horse  cars  from  Milton  Lower  Mills  to  the  school- 
house  ;  whereas  the  members  of  the  other  com- 
pany will  have  to  walk  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
over  a  section  where  the  sidewalks  are  often  in  a 
bad  condition.  They  think  it  a  great  hardship, 
and  would  not  submit,  if  they  have  to  disband. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— It  is  not  a  question  of  ap- 
propriating $200  for  Captain  Harlowe's  company: 
but  is  a  question  of  $800  to  the  city  of  Boston.  If 
we  hire  this  armory  for  $200  we  shall  lose  the  $600 
rent  of  this  city  building  now  used  for  an  armory. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Wardl2— Did  the  gentleman  state 
that  the  armory  was  fitted  up  for  tuis  company  in 
that  schoolhouse? 

Mr.  Page— I  so  stated. 

Mr.  Wilson — How  long  since  that  was  done? 

Mr.  Page — I  understand  this  schoolhouse  was 
fitted  up  for  the  Milton  company  of  the  gentle- 
man's regiment  and  a  company  of  the  Fourth 
Battalion,  sometime  last  summer.  One  company 
of  his  regiment  occupies  the  armory,  but  this 
company  never  have  taken  Dossession,  feeling 
that  they  ought  not  to  go  there.  That  is  as  1  un- 
derstand it. 

Mr.  Wilson — It  is  news  to  me  that  this  company 
is  located  in  that  building.  I  was  there  about  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago,  examined 
the  building  from  top  to  bottom,  and  saw 
only  the  fixtures  for  one  company,  and 
that  is  Company  I  of  the  First  Regiment. 
If  they  could  have  good  accommodations  there, 
I  would  nave  no  objections;  but  I  see  no  possible 
way  to  accommodate  more  1  ban  one  company,  and 
it  is  beautifully  adapted  for  that.  A  company  must 
have  a  drill  and  assembly  room,  fixtures  for  gun 
raoks  and  closets  for  uniforms.  I  wish  to  correct 
one  remark  of  the  gentleman.  The  reason  why 
the  Miltou  company  was  moved  theie  was 
that  most  of  the  active  members  lived 
near  the  building  and  the  most  undesirable  mem- 
ber lived  at  Milton,  and  they  wished  to  drop  the 
latter.  I  don't  know  that  it  is  the  best  location, 
but  I  dou't  wish  to  see  the  subject  prejudiced  by  a 
mistake  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  The  uni- 
forms of  the  company  beloug  to  the  State  now. 
and  commanders  are  "obliged  to  keep  them  togeth- 
er in  a  safe  depository,  for  which  the  State  pays 
$600  reut.  It  requires  more  room  for  an  armory 
thau  gentlemen  affect  to  believe.  The  arrauge- 
ments  for  Company  I  take  the  whole  of  that  build- 
ing, and  I  don't  see  how  another  could  be  accom- 
modated there.  There  are  some  objections  to 
having  two  compauies  together.  I  do  not  wish  the 
impression  to  prevail  that  the  armory  had  been 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Page—  I  have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  con- 
vey a  false  impression ;  but  I  certainly  hive 
heard  it  talked  for  six  mouths  about  City  Hail 
that  the  Gibson  Schoolhouse  was  fitted  up  for 
these  two  companies.  I  dou't  imagine  the  gun 
racks  were  put  iu,  but  chat  there  is  room  enough 
in  the  building  for  two  companies  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt.  The  building  is  two  stories  high, 
40x60;  one  compauy  was  to  occupy  one  story,  and 
another  the  other,  and  they  were  to  have  the  attic 
in  common. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  63,  nays  4 — Messrs. 
Page,  Peabody,  Pierce  aud  Thacher  voting  nay. 

THE  PUBLIC   PARK. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 
an  act  for  the  purchase   or   taking   lands  within 
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thr  cicy  for  public  parks,  and  for  the  assessment 
of  betterments  on  adjoining  lands  benefited;  no 
expenditure  to  be  made,  without  authority  from 
the  Legislature,  for  the  purchase  or  improvement 
of  land,  exceeding  the  sums  raised  by  taxation, 
appropiiated  by  tin  City  Council,  and  received  by 
betterment;  said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  ac- 
cepted by  a  majority  ol  the  legal  voters  at  the 
next  State  election;  with  amendments  proposed 
thereto,  came  up  under  unfinished  business,  the 
qut'siion  being  the  motion  to  specially  assign  it 
for  Thursday  next  at  8%  P.  M. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
withdraws  as  the  object  of  it  had  been  gained  by 
a  delay  of  a  week. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22,  the  mover,  said  be  un- 
derstood several  gentlemen  had  speeches  to  make, 
and  as  the  Swett-street  order  had  been  assigned  for 
this  evening  they  had  better  dispose  of  one  thing 
at  a  time. 

The  motion  to  assign  for  next  Thursday  evening 
at  8V2  o'clock  prevailed. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

Mr,  Long  of  Ward  8,  for  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee to  nomin  te  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  election  of 
James  L.  Little,  Isaac  T.  Campbell,  Alanson  Bjge- 
low  and  Henrv  W.  Pickering,  tor  the  term  of  three 
years;  and  Washington  L.  Prescott  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  resignation  of  Joseph  H. 
Buckley. 

Report  accepted  and  nominations  laid  over,  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  by  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward 
20,  being  lost. 

PAY   OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Cushman  of  Ward  1  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Majority  Report.  The  Committee  on  Salaries, 
who  were  requested  to  consider  the  subject  of 
equalizing  the  pay  of  the  laborers  in  the  several 
departments  of  the  City  Government,  having  con- 
ferred with  the  superintendents  of  those  depart- 
ments in  which  laborers  are  employed,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report:  In  the  Health  De- 
partment there  aie.  about  440  men  employed  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  wages  as  established  by  the 
Committee  of  the  City  Council  on  Health  are  as 
follows:  362  men  receive  $52  per  month,  which,  on 
the  basis  of  twenty-six  working  days  to  the  month, 
is  $2  per  day;  thirty-two  men  get  $54  per  mouth; 
ami  thirty-seven  men  get  $56  per  month.  These 
amounts  are  based  upon  the  character  and  value 
of  the  services  performed. 

They  work  between  nine  and  ten  hours  per  day. 
It  is  understood  when  they  are  engaged  that  if 
they  are  called  upon  in  an  emergency,  as  they 
are  occasionally,  to  work  over  hours,  or  on  Sun- 
days, they  are  not  to  receive  any  extra  pay.  The 
wages  paid  by  the  city  are  higher  than  private 
individuals  pay  for  the  same  kind  of  labor;  and 
there  is  a  continual  pressure  for  appointments. 

In  the  Paving  Department  there  were  1100  men 
employed  in  August  last.  At  present  the  number 
of  men  on  the  pay  roll  is  about  700,  who  are  work- 
ing on  two-thirds  time,  so  as  to  permit  the  em- 
ployment of  a  larger  number  than  could  be  em- 
ployed on  full  time.  They  are  paid  two  dollars 
per  day,  twenty-six  days  to  the  month.  If  the 
men  are  called  out  in  trie  night,  or  on  Sundays, 
they  are  paid  extra.  The  wages  are  higher  than 
,the  market  rates.  The  Superintendent  is  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
Department  to  return  to  the  old  system  of  pay- 
ing the  meu  a  smaller  per  diem  compensation 
when  they  are  first  employed,  and  making  its 
increase  depend  upon  their  skill  and  activity. 

In  the  Lamp  Department  the  salaries  of  the 
lighters  are  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ac- 
cording to  the  amount  of  service  performed.  Part 
of  the  men  receive  $1.50  per  day,  part  $1.67,  and 
others  are  paid  so  much  for  each  lamp.  The  time 
of  the  men  is  not  occupied  more  than  half  a  work- 
ing day.  They  are  employed  seven  days  in  the 
week.  Withaveiy  few  exceptions  they  receive 
from  othei  employments  as  much  as  or  more  than 
they  receive  from  the  city.  Last  year-  a  patent 
torch  was  introduced  at  considerable  expense, 
with  the  understanding  that  a  less  number  of 
lighters  would  be  necessary.  Accordingly,  the 
price  per  lamp,  in  those  districts  where  the  men 
were  paid  in  that  way,  has  been  reduced,  to  take 
effect  March  15;  but  it  is  expected  that  the  men 
will  get  about  the  same  amount  of  pay  for  their 
time  that  they  did  before.  There  are  numerous 
applicants  for  appointment. 

In  the  Sewer  Department  but  few  men  are  em- 
ployed by  the  city — nearly  all  the  v.  ork  being   per- 


formed by  contractors.  Those  employed  by  the 
city  are  paid  $2  per  day  for  each  day's  work. 
Rainy  nays  are  not  included.  The  contractors 
paid  $2  per  day  for  their  men  at  the  begin- 
ning of  last  season,  and  $1.50  at  the  close. 
The  city  has  no  control  over  the  men  employed 
by  the  contractors.  In  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds,  the  pay  roll  for  August 
last  bore  109  names;  and  for  February  last  seven- 
teen names.  The  pay  of  the  common  laborers  i3 
$2.00  per  day;  of  the  other  men  from  $80  to  $106 
per  month.  '  In  the  eastern  division  of  the  Water 
Department  there  are  about.  300  men  employed 
during  the  summer  and  seventy-five  in  the  winter. 
The  common  laborers  aud  shovellers  receive 
$2.00  per  day.  The  wages  of  the  others  vary  from 
$2.25  to  $2.75  per  day.  For  extr  work,  nights  or 
Sundays,  the  men  receive  additional  compensa- 
tion. All  the  common  laborers  could  have  been 
hired  last  year  for  less  than  $2.00  per  day.  At 
Mount  Hooe  Cemetery  about  sixty  men  aie  em- 
ployed in  the  summer  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
m  the  winter.  Tney  are  paid  $2.00  per  day  for 
each  da  y's  work ;  they  lose  stoi  my  days.  At  Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery  about  forty  men  are  employed  in 
the  summer  anil  five  or  six  in  the  winter.  In  the 
summer  the  men  are  paid  from  $1.75  to  $2.00  per 
day.    This  winter  they  are  paid  si. 50  pei  day. 

it  appears  from  these  statements  that  the  wages 
paid  to  the  laborers  in  the  several  departments 
are  considerably  higher  than  the  maiket  rates  for 
the  sanic  class  of  work;  and  that,  as  a  conse- 
quence, there  is  a  continual  pressure  for  appoint- 
ment in  the  city  service. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  clearly  inexpe- 
dient to  take  any  action  looking  to  an  equaliza- 
tion of  pay  by  which  the  wages  of  any  class  of  la- 
borers would  be  increased. 

S.  B.  Siebbiks. 
Ciias.  J.  Prescott. 
Rufus  Cushman. 
Fred.  G.  Walbridge. 

Minority  Report.  The  undersigned,  believing 
that  injustice  is  done  to  a  portion  of  the  laborers 
in  the  Health  and  Lamp  departments,  begs  leave 
to  submit  the  following  statement: 

In  the  year  1871  the  following  preamble  and;  or- 
der were  adopted  by  the  Common  Council  and 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  : 

"Whereas,  the  City  Council  have  increased  the 
salaries  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment during  the  present  year,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  re- 
quested to  increase  the  pay  of  the  laborers  in  the 
departments  of  Health,  Paving  and  Sewers  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  day." 

Without  talcing  any  direct  action  in  the  indorse- 
ment of  the  order,  the  Board  referred  it  to  the 
committees  having  charge  of  the  departments 
mentioned  therein;  and  they  severally  establish- 
ed tne  minimum  rate  of  wages  at  $2  per  day  for 
working  days,  or  $52  per  month;  all  work  over 
time  (except  for  drivers  in  rakiug  care  of  their 
horses  on  Sundays)  to  be  paid  for  in  proportion. 
The  Committee  on  the  Health  Department  adopt- 
ed the  following  vote  on  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1871 : 

"Voted,  That  the  pay  of  the  helpers  of  this  de- 
partment be  at  the  rate  of  $52  per  month ;  and 
also  that  additional  pay  be  allowed  for  Sunday,  or 
the  seventh  day  of  the  week,  when  employed  or 
called  to  service." 

It  appears  from  the  Superintendent's  own  state- 
ment that  the  instructions  of  the  committee  in 
regard  to  the  allowance  of  pay  for  extra  service 
on  Sundays  are  not  carried  out.  The  accompany- 
ing statement  made  by  the  paymaster  connected 
with  the  Treasurer's  office  shows  that  on  the  pay 
roll  at  the  South  City  Stab'es,  for  the  month  end- 
ing Feb.  20,  one  thousand  dollars  were  deducted 
for  lost  time,  although  probably  all  lost  time  had 
more  than  been  made  up  by  overwork. 

There  is  no  reason  why  those  who  now  receive 
$52  and  $54  per  month  should  not  be  paid  as  the 
laborers  in  other  departments  are  paid,  namely, 
$2.00  per  day  for  every  working  day  and  a  pro- 
portional amount  for  all  over  time,  except  in  the 
care  of  horses. 

It  is  represented  by  the  employes  in  the  Lamp 
Department  that  the  principal  labor  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  perform  is  in  cleaning  the 
lamps — not  in  lighting  them— and  that  the  patent 
torch  saves  only  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  each 
tune  they  go  over  their  route,  while  the  labor  of 
cleaning  the  additional  la^mps  is  greatly  increased. 
The  average  time  required  of  the  employes  is  said 
to  be  four  days  iu  the  week,  and  it  is  extremely 
difficult  for  them  to  obtain  other  employment  for 
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theother  twodays.  Asthecontrol  and  management 
of  this  department  is  placed  by  statute  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  Common 
Council  have  no  jurisdiction  and  no  responsibility 
in  the  matter. 

In  ordsr  to  place  the  laborers  in  the  Health  De- 
partment upon  the  same  footing  with  those  in 
other  departments  the  undersigned  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order :  Thos.  J.  Anderson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Health  De- 
partment be  requested  to  pay  the  laborers  in  that 
department,  who  now  receive  $52  and  $56  per 
month,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  day  for  each 
day's  service  of  ten  hours,  and  that  a  proportional 
sum  be  allowed  for  all  work  over  time,  except  to 
drivers  of  horses  in  taking  care  of  their  borses  in 
the  stables  on  Sundays. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  following : 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  estimates  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
of  the  amount  of  money  which  -will  be  needed  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1875-76,  be- 
ing City  Document  No.  32,  of  this  year,  would  re- 
spectfully report,  That  they  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  same,  and  would  recommend  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  Common  and  Public  Squares 
be  reduced  from  $100,000  to  $85,000,  tbe  reduc- 
tion of  $15,000  being  taken  from  tbe  sum  asked 
for  extending  the  enclosures  en  Commonwealth 
avenue,  and  that  the  following  additions  be  made 
to  the  estimates,  based  upon  tne  reports  of  the 
committees  on  Bridges  and  Public  Instruction, 
annexed  to  this  report,  it  being  deemed  inexpe- 
dient to  grant  the  amount  asked  for  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges  for  rebuilding  the  Maiden 
Bridge  this  year,  viz. : 
For  rebuilding  the  draw  of  Meridian-street 

Bridge $47,000.00 

For  rebuilding  a  portion  of  Chelsea  Bridge  13,000.00 
For  enlarging  the  yard  of  the  Chapman 

Schoolhouse 7,500.00 

Total  additions $67,500.00 

Less  reduction  on  Common,  etc 15,000.00 

$52,500.00 

The  amouut  as  required  by  the  Auditor's 

estimates    was $12,188,805.00 

Add  as  before  stated 52,500.00 

We  have  the  total  amount  of  the  appropri- 
ations required $12,241,305.00 

Deduct  amount  of  estimated  income  as  per 
Auditor's  estimates 2,864,425.00 

$9,376,880.00 
To  which  add  three  per  cent,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes  during  the  financial  year. . .      281,307.00 

We  have  the  total  amount  to  be  raised  by 
tax,  1875,  exclusive  of  the  State  Tax $9,658,187.00 

Your  committee  therefoie  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  orders ;  one  making  the 
approDriations  for  the  financial  year  1875-76,  the 
others  levying  a  tax  for  the  year  1875,  to  meet  the 
same,  less  the  income  which  will  be  received,  as 
given  in  the  estimates  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts ;  and  tor  payment  of  specified  rates  of  in- 
terest on  account  of  non-payment  of  taxes  at  cer- 
tain dates ;  the  latter  being  similar  to  the  order 
passed  by  the  City  Council  of  last  year. 
For  the  committee, 

"Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Chaiiman. 

AN  ORDER 

■Relating  to  the  Specific  Appropriations  for  the 
Financial    Year  1875-76. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  Tbat, 
to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk,  for  the  financial  year 
which  will  commence  with  tbe  first  day  of  May, 
1875,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  1876,  the 
following  sums  of  money  be,  and  the  same  are, 
hereby  respectively  appropriated  for  the  objects 
and  purposes  as  explained  in  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts' estimates  [City  Document  No.  32,  1875], 
and  in  the  applications  of  the  various  committees 
and  boards  contained  and  printed  in  said  docu- 
ment and  in  the  appendix  accompanying  this 
document,  No.  37. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  Tbat  no  money  shall  be 
expended,  and  no  debts  be  incurred,  for  any  object 
or  purpose  for  which  a  specific   appropriation  is 


herein  made,  beyond  the  amount  which  is  so  spe- 
cifically appropriated;  provided,  however,  that 
any  sums  of  money  whicb  may  be  subscribed  or 
contributed  by  individuals  to  promote  the  objects 
of  any  of  the  following  appropriations,  and  which 
form  no  part  of  the  estimated  income  of  the  city, 
shall  be  strictly  applied,  aceordingto  the  intention 
of  the  contributors,  and  shall  be  credited  to 
such  appropriations  accordingly;  that  is  to  say: 

[Appended  to  this  order  are  the  specific  appro- 
priations in  detail.] 

ORDERS, 

Laying  a  specific  Tax  to  defray  the  Expenses  of 
the  City  of  Boston  and  the  County  of  Suffolk  for 
the  financial  year  1875-76,  and  providing  for  in- 
terest on  non-payment  of  same. 
Ordered,  Tbat  tbe  sum  of  nine  million  six  hun- 
dred fifty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  (9,658,187)  dollars  be  raised  on  the  polls  and 
estates  taxable  in  this  city,  according  to  law,  to  pay 
the  current  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk  during  the  financial  year,  which 
will  commence  with  the  first  day  of  May,  1875,  and 
end  with  the  last  day  of  April,  i876. 

Ordered,  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of 
chapter  225  of  the  acts  of  1873,  all  taxes  assessed 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk,  and 
for  paying  the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax, 
shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember ;  and,  if  the  same  shall  remain  unpaid,  in- 
terest at  tbe  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  shall 
be  charged  upon  all  such  taxes  as  shall  not  be 
paid  at  that  date;  and,  upon  all  taxes  that  shall 
remain  unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  January  next 
ensuing  after  the  same  have  been  assessed,  there 
shall  be  charged  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per 
sent,  per  annum;  and  all  the  interest  that  shall 
have  become  due  from  and  after  the  above-named 
dates  shall  be  added  to  and  be  a  part  of  such 
taxes;  provided,  however,  that  the  taxes  assessed 
by  authority  of  chapter  31E  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1873,  upon  the  shares  of  national  banks  and  of 
other  corporation?,  shall  be  due  and  payable  on 
the  first  day  of  November,  and  interest  shall  be 
charged  as  provided  in  said  act  upon  all  such  taxes 
as  remain  unpaid  after  that  date,  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 
The  orders  were  read  once  and  laid  over. 

TREE  SOUP. 

Mr.  Moley  of  Ward  19  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  Thit  the  Committee  on  Police  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $300  in 
addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made,  in 
the  distribution  of  soup  from  the  station  houses; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Moley,  and  passed. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Badges  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  suitable  badges  for  the  City 
Messenger  and  his  two  assistants;  the  expenses  to 
be  charged  to  the  Contingent  b'undof  the  Common 
Council. 

Ordered  to  a  second  l -fading— 28  for,  17  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  hold  in  my  hand  a  badge 
which  was  preseuted  this  evening  from  the  com- 
mittee. I  would  ask  if  it  was  made  according  to 
contract. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — In  answer,  I  would 
state  that  I  received  the  badges  as  late  as  five 
o'clock  this  evening.  There  was  3  contract  drawn 
up  and  signed  by  the  parties  to  furnish  a  baige 
similar  to  the  sample,  to  be  of  fourteen  carets,  the 
finest  of  gold,  and  to  weigh  four  pennyweights 
and  five  grains.  When  he  «  as  awarded  the  con- 
tract he  said  that  in  making  this  badge  he  bad 
made  a  mistake  in  weight,  and  desired  to  have  it 
four  pennyweights.  I  told  him  I  should  hold  him 
to  the  contract;  the  committee  would  not  aceeDt 
that  weight.  This  evening  I  find  my  badge  falls 
short  eight  grains.  How  much  others  fall  short  1 
do  not  know. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  asked  what  was  the  ques- 
tion before  the  house. 

The  President  said  there  was  none. 

Mr.  Flynn — The  distribution  of  the  badges  is 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  question  is 
whether  the  report  shall  be  accepted.  I  under- 
stand the  Chairman  is  not  satisfied  with  the  badges, 
as  they  are  not  according  to  contract,  and  1  was 
aboutto  move  that  the  badges  be  not  accepted 
till  the  committee  are  satisfied.  If  they  are  not 
according  to  contract  the  members  Ought  not  to 
retain  them. 
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The  President — The  Chair  supposed  the  m  forma- 
tion had  been  given. 

Mr.  Anderson— The  badges  are  like  the  sample 
shown  to  the  committee.  All  the  troubl  I  find  is 
in  the  weight.  Whether  the  other  badges  cor- 
respond in  weight  to  the  one  I  hold,  I  t'on't 
know. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  0— I  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  I  believe  the  party  who  made  them 
acted  in  good  faith.  I  hope  they  will  be  ac- 
cepted. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plynn  of  Ward  7  the  Council 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  as- 
signment, viz.,  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000,  for 
widening,  building  and  extending  Swett  street 
from  Albany  s1  reef  to  Dorchester  avenue;  with 
amenoments  to  fix  the  loan  at  $376,000  instead  of 
$476,000,  and  to  add  to  the  order  the  words,  "pro- 
vided that  no  part  of  said  sum  shall  be  used  or 
expended  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  grade 
.of  the  railroad  referred  to  in  chap.  387  of  the  acts 
cf  1874." 

The  question  was  on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment: 

"Provided,  also,  that  no  mony  shall  be  expended 
under  this  order  until  a  contract  satisfactory  to 
the  Committee  on  Streets  and  the  City  Council 
shall  be  made  for  changing  the  grade  of  the  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company,  at  the 
expense  of  said  railroad." 

Mr.  Page — 1  oiler  that  amendment  to  complete 
the  proposition  originated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  [Mr.  Kimball],  that  Uie  city  may  not  find 
itself  in  a  position  of  having  commenced  the  im- 
provement and  spent  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
on  it,  and  then,  in  order  to  finish  it  they  have  got 
to  use  another  large  amount  or  abandon  all 
they  have  expended.  If  passed  without  this 
amendment  it  would  give  the  Committee  on 
Streets  authority  to  build  the  street  from  Albany 
street  on  one  side  and  from  Dorchester  avenue  on 
the  other,  to  the  railroad,  without  expending  any 
money  for  raising  the  grade  of  the  railroad.  Then 
the  committee  would  come  in  here  very  naturally 
and  say  the  street  was  built  thus  far,  but  it  was 
of  no  possible  use  till  the  grade  of  the  railroad 
was  established  and  completed.  They  had  better 
know  just  how  much  the  cost  of  grading  the  rail- 
road is  to  be,  how  much  the  city  is  to  pay,  and  how 
much  the  railroad  will  assume.  The  adoption  of 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  I  think,  is  es- 
sential to  carry  out  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  C. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  have  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman would  keep  on  piling  on  amendments  till 
tomorrow,  because  he  is  not  friendly  to  the  meas- 
ure, ard  desires  in  every  possible  way  to  kill  it.  I 
also  understand  from  the  gentleman  who  offered 
the  other  amendment  that  even  it  it  is  adopted  be 
don't  propose  to  vote  for  the  order.  While  I  do 
not  see  any  objection  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6, 1  can  see  great  objections 
to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  because 
under  the  contiact  we  are  obliged  to  go  on  and 
build  this  street  by  July,  1876,  when  bv  putting  in 
all  these  provisos  it  will  be  impossible  to  go  on  and 
build  the  street,  and  the  city  will  lose  the 
8100,000  subscribed  by  the  abutters.  If  the  street 
is  not  built  the  city  will  lose  the  $100,000.  If  the 
appropriation  is  made  at  all  it  should  be  made 
tonight,  that  the  work  may  be  begun.  I  have 
here  an  opinion  f:oui  the  City  Solicitor,  which 
was  asked  for  by  Alderman  Clark,  and  I  will 
read  it : 

City  Solicitor's  Office, 
2  Pemiserton  Square, 
BostOjs,  March  3, 1875. ) 

Dear  Sir— By  chapter  387  of  the  Acts  of  1874  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad  may  agree  upon  a  grade  for  the 
railroad  where  Swett  street  shall  cross  it.  If  they 
do  not  so  agree  either  party  may  apply  to  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  to  fix  that  grade;  and 
when  the  grade  is  fixed  in  either  mode,  the  rail- 
road company  must  put  their  track  at  that  grade 
at  their  own  expense. 

Yours  truly,  J.  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Alderman  Clark. 

As  I  understand  it,  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  pay  for  changing  the  grades;  but  if 
these  amendments  are  adopted,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble to  go  on  and  build  the  street  in  the  way  agreed 
upon  by  the  abutters  and  the  committee.  We 
have  releases  from  four-fiths  of  them,  giving  land 
on  the  proposed  line  and  bonds  for  $60,000.    It  is 


important  to  have  the  contract  made  and  the 
work  commenced,  and  if  the  appropriation  is  to 
be  made  at  all,  it  should  be  made  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— What  difference  will  it 
make  whether  we  make  the  contract  first  to  laise 
the  grade  of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
way, oi  whether  it  is  first  in  ode  to  build  the  street? 
Because  the  street  is  uoi  buili  till  the  grade  is 
raised,  and  it  will  not  delay  the  matter  at  all.  We 
cannot  build  the  street  till  v>e  raise  the  giade. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
amendment  of  the  geutltman  from  Ward  9  will 
enable  the  railroad  corporation  to  prevent  the  im- 
provement being  consummate.  1  understand  oy 
it  that  nothing  shall  be  done  till  a  contract  is 
made  between  the  citj  and  this  corporation. 
Every  one  conversant  with  the  attitude  of  this 
railway  company  knows  they  are  opposed  to  it, 
because  the  highway  cannot  bn  laid  out  without 
interfering  «ith  their  tracks,  which  must  go  up 
or  down.  They  opposed  the  provision  tor  a  grade 
crossing,  and  were  present  in  the  Legislature  to 
prevent  it,  which,  under  the  old  law,  was 
allowable.  The  act  passed  in  1869  allowed 
a  grade  crossing,  but  it  bad  other  objec- 
tionable features  Which  the  city  would  not.  ac- 
cept. This  act  provides  a  way  in  which  the  rail- 
way can  be  brought  to  terms.  It  provides  that 
they  may  agree  upon  a  grade  with  the  Street 
Commissioners,  but  if  they  fail  to  agree,  it  gives 
a  place  of  resort  to  which  it  can  be  carried,  and 
that  is  the  Board  of  Railroa  ■  Commissioners,  and 
the  Supreme  Court  have  authority  to  euforce  the 
decree  of  the  commissioners.  It  seems  co  me 
that  t'lis  should  be  done  whether  the  New  York 

6  New  England  Railway  are  willing  or  uot.  Tbe 
City  Council  have,  by  repeated  votes,  de- 
cided that  the  laying  out  of  this  highway 
is  expedient  and  necessary,  and  now  an  order  is 
before  us  appropriating  the  money,  and  the 
amendment  places  that  amount  at  the  minimum. 
I  ?m  willing  to  accept  the  amendment,  because 
that  amount  will  be  what  will  have  been  expend- 
ed after  deducting  betterments.  I  believe  that 
ameudment  was  made  in  good  iaitb,  to  protect 
the  interest  of  the  city;  but  I  believe  the  last 
ameudment  would  have  the  effect  to  put  a  block 
in  the  way  of  that  improvement,  which  is  neces- 
sary and  important,  and  it  would  ruske  the  whole 
thing  hinge  upon  the  assent  of  the  railroad  to  a 
contract,  which  they  never  will  do  in  the  world.  It 
is  not  supposed  that  this  thing  will  be  done  in  pur- 
suance of  any  contract  with  them,  but  on  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Railroad  Commissioners,  who  will  order 
them  to  put  their  tracks  atgiade.  Therefore  1  think 
it  is  unwise  and  unjust  to  attempt  to  load  this  ap- 
propriation down  in  a  way  that  will  prevent  any- 
thing being  none. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — It  may  be  that  the 
amendment  offered  by  my  colleague  is  unwise, 
but  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  from  Wards 

7  and  12  seem  to  prove  that  if  we  are  to  pass  upon 
the  appropriation  tonight  we  must  look  the  fact 
clearly  in  the  face  that  the  amount  to 
be  expended  will  involve  the  whole  sum 
stated,  $476,000;  because  without  tbe  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9, 1  believe  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
will  have  no  effect.  The  gentleman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  says  it  is  well  understood  that  no 
coutract  can  be  made  with  the  railroad.  Of 
course  that  shows  opposition  on  their  part,  and, 
coupled  with  the  fact  t.iat  the  Street  Commission- 
ers included  the  estimate  for  changing  the  grade 
of  this  road,  it  shows  that  it  was  well  understood 
that  the  railroad  will  never  pay  for  that  change. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  we  will  have 
recourse  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners;  but  the 
delay  will  come  in  then  just  as  much  as  it  does 
now,  and  if  the  street  is  not  completed 
technically  and  fuliy,  all  these  conditions  for 
tbe  payment  of  money  and  all  the  bonds 
for  the  surrender  of  land  will  fail.  I  believe  that 
the  way  to  guard  this  measure  is  to  do  it  before 
the  appropriation  is  made.  The  City  Solicitor,  I 
understand,  gave  an  ODinion  which  influenced 
them  in  putting  into  their  estimate  the  amount 
necessary  for  rarsing  the  grade  of  the  railroad; 
he  thought  it  was  doubtful  if  we  could  bind 
the  railroad  at  all,  on  account  of  their  being 
wrongly  named  in  the  act.  There  is  a  technical 
difficulty  in  it,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  city 
would  have  to  bear  the  cost.  Then,  as  has  been 
said,  I  see  nothing  to  prevent  the  Street  Com- 
mittee from  building  the  street  on  both 
sides  of  the  railroad.  Suppose  then  that  the 
railroad  would  not  change  the  grade,  and  delay 
should  occur  in  getting  the  decrees  of  the  Rail- 
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road  Commissioners  enforced,  we  would  then  have 
to  lose.  So  without  speaking:  of  the  merits  of  the 
question  at  this  point,  I  think  that  m  voting  for 
this  appropriation  it  should  be  clearly  understood 
that  the  amount  involved  is  the  highest  that  can 
he  asked  tor,  and  that  we  shall  not  get  off  with 
the  sum  named  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  "Ward  6.  We  all  know  that  the  road  is 
in  such  a  financial  condition  that  it  could  do  noth- 
ing if  it  had  the  money.  While  I  am  up  I  would 
like  to  say  a  woid  in  regard  to  the  merits 
of  the  project,  at  whatever  cost.  After  a 
careful  examination  of  the  place,  it  seems  to 
me  that,  like  many  others,  it  is  a  project  very  well 
in  itself;  but  in  the  present  financial  condition  of 
the  city  we  should  balance  the  merits  of  the  vari- 
ous proieets  asked  for  and  do  what  me  ought  to 
do,  and  let  the  others  wait.  I  clunk  this  is  one  of 
those  tilings  which  ought  to  wait.  Gentlemen 
speak  of  the  effect  die  street  will  have  in  bringing 
land  about  it  into  the  market.  Ihelieve  that  the 
growth  of  Boston,  so  far  as  the  building  up  of  va- 
cant land  is  concerned,  has  been  checked  for  a 
long  time,  and  that  the  effect  in  this  instance  will 
be  less  than  is  contemplated.  I  hope  it  will  be 
clearly  understood  that  if  we  do  vote  tor  this  ap- 
propriation it  will  cost  at  least  as  much  as  the 
amount  originally  proposed. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— f  desire  to  correct  a 
statement  of  the  gentleman  who  just  sat  down, 
that  an  opinion  was  given  by  the  City  Solicitor  to 
the  Board  of  Street  commissioners,  or  any  other 
person,  that  the  railroad  could  not  be  made  to 
change  its  grade  at  their  own  expense  in  conse- 
quence of  a  miscake  in  the  name  of  the  company. 
No  such  opinion  was  ever  givenjby  the  City  Solicit- 
or to  any  person.  A  consultation  was  bad  with 
the  City  Solicitor  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  before  it  was  known  what  the  act  would  be ; 
and  the  act  was  not  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  City  Solicitor  until  by  the  order 
of  this  body,  which  was  carried  to  him 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I  state  that 
because  a  wroDg  impression  has  been  created 
here.  As  has  been  stated  by  my  friend  from  Ward 
12, 1  offered  that  amendment  in  good  faith.  My 
object  was  that  all  appropriation  for  "changing 
the  grade"  of  the  railroad .  which  is  the  phraseol- 
ogy of  the  act,  should  be  taken  from  the  sum.  I 
cannot  favor  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  because,  as  has  been  stated,  I  can 
see  that  nothing  whatever  might  be  done  in  the 
construction  of  Swett  street,  if  the  appropriation 
is  made.  I  am  opposed  to  the  appropria- 
tion, but  I  do  not  consider  that  the  of- 
fering of  an  amendment  commits  me  to 
the  order.  If  the  appropriation  goes  through,  I 
don't  want  the  city  put  in  the  place  that  it  will  be 
if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
is  adopted.  I  desire  that  no  part  of  the  money 
should  be  expended  till  the  grade  has  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  railroad  and  the  city,  or  fixed  by  the 
Railroad  Commissioners,  for  until  then  the  city 
has  no  rights  in  the  courts.    The  act  says — 

"It  any  difference  of  opiniou  shall  arise  between 
the  crty  of  Boston  and  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad  Company  with  reference  to  the 
grade  at  which  the  way  authorized  by  the  seventy- 
eighth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  1869  and  the  four- 
teenth chapter  of  th«  acts  of  1874  shall  cross  the 
tracks  of  said  railroad,  or  as  to  the  raising  or 
lowering  the  said  way,  or  the  tracks  of  said  rail- 
road, *  *  *  either  party  may  apply  to  the 
Board  of  RailroadfComrnissioneis,  and  thereupon 
the  board  shall  as  soon  as  possible  fix  the  grade  of 
said  railroad  at  the  place  where  said  way  shall 
cross  it,"  etc. 

In  my  opinion,  if  the  city  and  the  railroad  agree 
upon  a' grade,  it  will  be  better  for  the  gentlemen 
having  this  matter  in  charge  to  go  before  the 
commissioners  and  have  them  fix  the  grade  in 
conformity  to  the  agreement  made  by  the  par- 
ries, because  the  act  of  the  Legislature  does  not 
say  that  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  jurisdic- 
tion in  equity  to  compel  compliance  and  carry  out 
any  agreement  made  between  the  city  and  the 
railroad.  It  is  not  my  custom — and  I  do  not  at- 
tribute it  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9— to  offer 
amendments  to  kill  a  measure.  I  always  endeavor 
to  offer  amendments  for  the  good  of  the  city.  I 
will  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  the  following: 

"And  provided,  however,  that  no  part  of  sard 
money  shall  be  expended  until  the  grade  of  said 
railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Railroad  Commission  • 
ers,  or  by  agreement  between  said  railroad  and 
the  city  of  Boston." 

The  President  ruled  this  amendment  out  of  order. 


Mr.  Fags  of  Ward  9— To  relieve  the  Council  of 
any  embarrassment  on  account  of  any  amend- 
ment, I  will  accept  that  just  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man tiotn  Ward  6,  in  place  of  the  one  offered  by 
myself.  My  object  was  to  protect  the  city  as  to 
the  changing  of  the  grade.  I  did  not  offer  it 
to  defeat  the  measure,  but  to  carry  out 
the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  and  to 
place  around  the  appropriation  such  a  safeguard 
as  will  protect  the  city  in  the  future.  I  feel 
perfectly  satrsfied  that  if  the  order  is  passed 
without  some  such  amendment  as  this  we  should 
find  ourselves  in  a  few  months  with  the  street 
built  to  the  railroad,  and  the  committee  obliged 
to  ask  for  a  sufficient  sum  to  complete  the  street 
bv  raising  the  grade,  and  as  my  colleague  has 
said,  if  it  is  not,  all  completed  in  proper  shape  the 
agreement  of  the  parties  to  contribute  a  certain 
amount  of  money  mould  fail,  and  the  city  would 
lose  it.  I  cannot  see  how  it  will  embarrass  the 
work,  as  it  is  going  to  take  just  as  much  time  to 
fix  the  grade  after  the  street  is  built,  as  before, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  much  safer  to  do  it  first.* 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Page  was  withdrawn, 
and  that  offered  by  Mr.  Kimball  was  renewed  as 
an  amendment  to  the  original  amendment  relat- 
ing to  the  grade  of  the  road. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — In  explanation  of  \\  hat 
I  said  when  1  was  up  before — as  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  would  seem  to  imply 
that  I  was  iu  error — I  will  give  my  authority  for 
making  the  statement.  In  exammiLg  the  statute 
whrch  covers  this  question,  I  observed  that  rt  was 
clearly  (as  it  seemed  to  me)  the  duty  of  the  road, 
at  iis  own  expense,  to  raise  the  grade,  in  ease 
the  Railroad  Commissioners  had  determined  the 
giade  to  be  such  that  the  railroad  should  pass 
over  Swett  street.  I  found  that  the  amouut  neces- 
sary to  raise  the  grade  of  the  road  was  included 
in  the  estimate.  I  therefore  went  to  the  proper 
department  to  ask  whether  that  amount  was  in- 
cluded in  the  amount  the  city  was  to  pay.  I  was 
told  that  the  Street  Commissioners  had  inserted 
it  there  because  the  City  Solicitor  had  informed 
them  that  rhe  railioad,  being  described  by  a  wrong 
title,  would  not  be  bound.  Subsequent  events  may 
have  shown  that  the  opinion  was  incorrect,  but 
the  point  I  wish  to  make,  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7,  in  relation  to  tbe  assess- 
ments of  the  parties  iu  case  we  fail  to  build  tlie 
street  by  the  1st  of  July,  1876,  is  that  as  there  is 
some  liability  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  every 
delay  they  can  make  will  be  made.  They  can  go 
to  the  railroad  commissioners  and  to  the  Supreme 
Court  and  cause  delay;  therefore  it  should  be  un- 
derstood that  in  voting  for  this  appropriation  we 
are  taking  substantially  the  larger  amount. 

Sir.  Tram  of  Ward  13 — It  seems  to  me  we  are 
surrounding  this  matter  with  a  great  many  un- 
necessary legal  protections.  I  d,  sin  that  every 
protection  shall  be  taken  by  the  city  of  Boston  to 
prevent  the  expenditure  of  a  single  dollar  which 
can  be  saved.  In  regard  to  this  amendment,  I 
don't  see  how  it  is  going  to  help  this  matter  at 
all.  If  the  merits  of  this  question  n re  sufficient 
to  carry  it  through  the  Council,  if  the 
vote  of  last  year  is  worth  anything— 57  for 
to  2  against — the  actual  necessity  for  that  street 
is  not  changed  at  all.  It  comes' down  simply  to 
this.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  pass  this  appropri- 
ation of  $475,000,  the  maximum  amount  called  for; 
and  if  the  committee  havii  g  that  expenditure  in 
charge  can  by  any  means  or  law  collect  of  the 
New  York[&  New'  England  Railroad  the  amount 
which  it  costs  to  grade  up  that  road,  then  the 
proper  way  is  to  do  so:  if  they  can  do  it  by  law. 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  will  compel '  them 
to  pay  it.  If  on  the  other  fraud  that  act  is  void. 
so  far  as  it  goes  the  city  c.f  Boston  will  have 
to  pay  it.  It  is  one  way  or  the  other.  The  ques- 
tion is,  Is  the  Swetl-'street  project  meritorious 
enough  to  go  through  this  Council  or  not?  I  hope 
the  last  amendment  will  not  prevail.  I  agree  with 
the  first  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6,  reducing  the  amount  §100,000.  It  is  proper,  I 
think.  We  can  go  on  and  complete  this  road,  with 
the  exception  perhaps  of  this  grailing.  and  if  the 
matter  rs  going  to  be  put  in  proper  hands, 
they  will  take  necessary  steps  to  see  that  tbe 
rdad  can  be  made  to  pay'f or  it.  B«  fore  that  time 
they  will  drscover  just  exactly  where  they  stand. 
If  this  matter  can  go  through' on  its  merits,  it  it 
is  needed,  why  let  the  City  Council  pay  for  it  if  the 
road  will  not?  I  can  not  see  the  use*  of  the  last 
amendment. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  very 
clear  that  the  last  amendment  is  of  nearly  equal 
importance  with  the  others.    It  the  order  is  fixed 
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so  that  the  city  shall  spend  $100,000,  perhaps  we 
will  hive  no  claim  upon  Ue  railroad.  If  we  ex- 
pect to  proceed  we  unist  do  .so  in  accordance 
ivith  the  terms  of  the  act.  Therefore  I  offered  the 
second  .  inendment,  that  every  rtep  may  be  taken 
legally  and  not,  as  haa  been  done  heretofore.  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  going  on  and  make  an  estimate  tor  a 
change  of  "the  grade  of  a  railroad  and  sppro- 
priating  $100,000  and  being  unintentionally  miss- 
led  by  the  Street  Commissioners  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets.  I  do  not  claim  that  they 
knew  of  this  provision  of  the  act ;  but  it  was 
pressed  through  without  any  knowledge  on  their 
part  ol  its  effect.  But  betoie  .  e  take  ny  further 
action  I  want  whoever  who  has  this  matter  in 
charge  to  go  on  cautiously  and  legally.  That  is 
why  1  offered  this  amendment.  I  don't  wish  after 
sixty  d»ys  to  find  out  that  we  have  gone  too  last, 
and  that  we  might  have  had  a  claim  upon  ths  rail- 
road if  we  nad  not  acted  so  hastily. 

Mr.  Train  ot  "Ward  13—1  am  no  lawyer,  but  I 
can  make  it  clear  by  reading  to  you  the  wording 
of  the  act : 

"The  said  railroad  company  shall,  at  its  own  ex- 
pense, change  the  grade  of  said  railroad,  to  con- 
form to  the  grade  fixed  by  said  Board  ot  Railroad 
Commissioners,  within  oiie  year  after  the  fixing  of 
said  grade." 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  explains  itself  fully  as 
much  as  it  could  be  explained.  That  is  the  letter; 
that  is  the  law.  Now  if  the  ci  y  of  Boston  or  the 
railroad  is  bound  by  that,  each  party  must  stand 
by  it.  I  do  dot  want  to  read  any  plainer  English  than 
that.  I  do  not  see  any  usejof  the  amendment,  be- 
cause the  act  appears"  to  furnish  sufficient  protec- 
tion to  the  oltv. 

Mr.  Kitzgeiald  of  \V aid  7— I  have  not  bestowed 
so  mucb  attention  on  this  subject  as  some 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  I  pre- 
Mim.  ,  or  as  the  members  of  last  year.  1  am 
sorry  that  the  Committee  on  Streets  can- 
not give  us  some  difinite  infonuation  as  to 
the  liability  of  the  railroad  u-oder  this  act, 
and  the  liability  of  the  lailroad  under  the  act  if 
the  city  goes  on  with  this  woik  in  case  the  railroad 
refuses  to  nay  the  cxpeuses  of  raising  the  grade, 
Now,  .%boiit  the  subscription  list:  I  think 
it  amounts  to  little  or  nothing  in  connec- 
tion with  this  street.  Whither  the  building 
of  this  street  is  done  in  two  years  or  cot,  does  not 
depend  uuon  the  subscription  of  800,000.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  subscribers  will  give  the  money  any 
way.  They  want  the  street.  I  want  to  deal  fairty, 
because  I  am  a  friend  of  this  side  of  the  question. 
I  think  the  abutters,  upju  the  opening  of  this 
roadway,  will  pay  the  money.  The  question  is,  is 
it  necessaiy?  if  necessary,  is  it  expedient  to  do  it 
now?  1  think  these  are  the  two  questions  joined 
with  the  other  one  offered  by  my  friend  from 
Ward  6,  I  *gree  with  him  and  tbink  that  under 
this  act,  if  the  city  of  Boston  does  build  this 
street  at  its  own  exiier.se.  there  is  no  recourse; 
we  cannot  do  anything  with  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad.  A  great  many  gentlemen  think  tbe 
same  way  on  this  subject.  But  the  question  is,  is 
it  necessary?  if  necessary,  it  should  be  done  no  w. 
I  have  visited  that  place  today,  and  have  fre- 
quently visited  it,  although  not  specially  for 
this  purpose.  Anybody  living  in  South  Bostou, 
Dorchester  or  at  the  South  End,  can  see  at  once 
tbe  necessity  of  some  other  means  ot  getting  to 
South  Boston  and  Doichester  from  the  South 
End  tnan  by  going  aiound  by  Mt.  Pleasant 
and  through  Cottage  street,  or  down  by  Dover- 
street  Bridge.  There  is  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half  intervening  between  Dover-street  Bridge 
and  tbe  streets  leading  from  Dorchester  and  South 
Boston  to  the  South  End.  Fiom  the  very  first  day 
of  seeing  the  plan  of  that  place  anybody  will 
come  to  the  conclusion  tuar  it  is  necessary  to  build 
the  street ;  that  the  street  is  needed  tor  the  con- 
venience of  the  people  of  South  Boston,  the  South 
End,  and  Dorchester  and  the  whole  of  the  city. 
I  heard  a  gentleman  say  the  other  evening  that 
South  Boston  got  an  immense  amouut  of  money 
expended  for  its  benefit.  It  is  unfair.  It  is  not 
so.  Here  is  the  Auditor's  report  of  last  year, 
1873-4.  Of  the  $6,400,000  spent  for  street  wid-nings 
not  $100,000  was  spent  in  South  Boston.  This  mat- 
ter is  not  for  the  benefit  of  South  Boston  alone, 
but  for  the  whole  city.  I  say  it  is  an 
absolute  necessity  for  the  people  of  the  South  End 
and  Doichester  to  have  some  other  means  of  com- 
munication with  South  Boston  than  over  Dover- 
street  Bridge  or  around  by  ROxbury.  Then  the 
next  question  is,  if  it  is  necessary,  should  it  be 
done  now?  Is  this  the  time  to  do  it?  Are 
the     finances    of    the    city   in    such   a   condi- 
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tion  as  to  warrant  the  voting  of  8400,000  or 
8500,000  for  this  improvement?  I  know  the 
feeling  prevails  in  the  community  that  we 
must  curtail  our  expenses.  I  believe  in  cur- 
tailing extravagance,  but  I  do  not  bel'eve  in 
keeping  away  that  which  s  necessary  or  leaving 
usdone  that  which  ought  to  be  done  simply  to 
show  that  we  are  lowering  the  rate  of  taxation, 
when  next  year  we  must  tack  it  ou  and  inert  ase 
the  rate.  Ido  not  oelieve  that  it  is  ti  n«  economy. 
It  remiud:  me  of  the  Dutchman  who  shortened 
bis  blanket  by  cutting  off  at  one  end  and  putting 
on  at  the  other.  The,  role  this  year  seems 
to  be  that  the  rate  of  taxation  must 
be  loweied  and  the  gentlemen  know 
that  expenditures  are  left  out  iu  order  to  cut 
down  the  rate  and  show  that  the  expenses  are  not 
so  gieat  this  year  as  last.  But  next  year  they  will 
have  to  come  ou  and  perhaps  put  the  rate  up  to 
810  or  $16.  I  say  it  is  not  right.  Do  today  what 
is  necessary  to  be  doae  and  let  tomorrow  take  care 
of  itself.  1  say  this  is  necessary  and  expedient. 
It  is  as  good  a"  time  as  any  other  to  build  this 
street.  You  must  do  it" sometime.  You  talk 
about  the  credit  of  the  city ;  it  is  as  good  today  as 
at  any  other  time.  You  talk  about  the  poverty  of 
the  treasury;  it  is  i  j  as  good  condition  today  as 
at  any  other  time.  The  city  can  borrow  money  as 
readily  now  as  it  can  two  or  three  years  from  now . 
The  next  thing  is,  should  we  contribute  our  share 
of  $100,000  to  raise  the  grade  of  thisiailroad?  The 
act  -ays, 

"The  said  railroad  company  shall  at  its  own  ex- 
pense change  the  grade  of  said  railroad  to  con- 
form to  the  grade  fixed  by  said  Board  of  Railroad 
Commissioaers  within  one  yea'  after  the  fixing  of 
said  grade.  *  *  *  The  Supieme  Judicial  Court 
shill  have  jurisdiction  in  equity  to  compel  com- 
pliance with  all  orders,  decrees  and  judgments  of 
the -aid  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioneis  made 
under  the  authority  of  this  act." 

Now  tb6  law  seems  to  be  a  great  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  many  membeis  of  this  Board,  who  intend 
to  vote  against  this  order  altogether.  They  cer- 
tainly have  a  right  to  offer  amendments,  e"veu  if 
the  .  are  opposed  to  the  bdl.  I  do  not  object  to 
th  it.  I  do  it  myself.  E\ej  if  I  am  opposed  to  a 
bill  I  will  try  to  perfect  it.  1  agree  with  tbe  gen- 
tlemau  f  rom  Ward  6  that  if  this  railroad  doesn't 
raise  its  own  grade,  and  we  should  change  it,  we 
cannot  have  recourse  against  the  railroad.  I 
know  that  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  can 
compel  them,  if  they  have  any  money,  but 
if  cot,  how  can  they  do  it?  The  load 
is  iu  a  shaky  condition  ;  1  suppose  it  is  paetieally 
bankrupt;  there  is  nothing  in  the  treasury.  The 
question  is,  are  we  willing  to  run  that  risk,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  is  the  ouly  obstacle.  It  is  the 
ouly  tbin^  th  it  sticks  with  me,  whether  this  road 
will  ever  be  in  a  condition  to  pay  this  money  or 
whether  it  will  be  able  to  pay  it  this  year  or  next 
by  the  decree  of  the  court.  But  I  say  that  even 
if  the  city  of  Boston  has  got  to  pay  for  raising  the 
grade  of  tha*  road  at  its  ovn  expense,  that  the 
money  expeoded  upon  that  roadway  will  come 
back  in  raising  the  value  of  land,  increasing  tax- 
ation and  bnus  ing  land  into  the  market  that 
never  will  be  worth  anything  until  that  street  is 
built.  For  that  reason*  I  shall  vote  for  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  stated  that  my  figures  were  not  correct. 
I  refer  him  to  City  Document  No.  27,  the  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  of  work  done  in 
South  Bo??ton.  It  amounted  to  $151,606.96.  I  take 
my  statement  from  the  official  document,  and  I 
think  you  will  fiud  it  there.  With  regard  to  this 
matter  of  Swett  street,  now  oefore  the  Council, 
at  a  pievious  meeting  of  the  Council  I  endeavor- 
ed to  have  this  matter  postponed,  for  reasons 
which  I  then  stated,  that  it  all  public  improve- 
ments were  to  be  suspended,  then  this  should 
also  be  deferred;  but  as  the  Council  did  not 
agree  with  roe,  I  am  satisfied  they  intend  to  hear 
all  cases  upon  their  merits,  and  if  deemed  proper 
carry  tbem  out.  Since  the  matter  has  come  before 
us  I  have  endeavored  to  get  all  cbe  information  I 
could  upon  the  subject.  I  have  consulted  with 
my  constituents  in  the  northerly  part  of  Ward  15, 
where  there  are  quite  a  number  of  mechanical 
and  manufacturing  interests,  and  have  been  told 
by  almost  every  three  out  of  four  that  this  street 
would  be  a  benefit  to  that  section ;  that  they  have 
a  great  many  supplies  coming  from  South  Bos- 
ton, and  they  are  now  obliged  to  go  around  by 
Roxbury  or  else  over  Dover-street  Bridge.  At 
the  further  end  of  Dover-street  Bridge  there  is 
gre.at  difficulty  in  crossing  tbe  tracks  with  loaded 
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teams,  and  for  that  reason  it  would  be  quite  con- 
venient to  cros"  farther  up.  I  have  been  out 
there  this  afternoon  to  examine  the  territory.  It 
is  the  fust  time  I  have  seen  it  in  about  17  years. 
I  tnink  I  was  the  first  person  to  build  a  factory  on 
that  street.  It  was  ing!837  or  1838.  I  gave  it  up, 
having  had  no  call  in  that  direction.  Very  little 
improvement  has  been  made  in  that  direction 
since.  There  is  a  large  territory  of  200  acres  there 
which  appears  to  be  within  the  two-and-a-balf- 
mile  circuit  of  Boston  where  there  is  no  im- 
provement going  on.  a  tf  iritory  [/which  for  me- 
chanical purposes  cannot,  be  equalled.  Carry- 
ing this  street  through,  and  increasing  the  tax- 
able property  m  that  section,  it  might  be  a 
good  operation  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
I  see,  sir,'  by  the  papers  of  the  assessors  that 
Ward  13  pays  taxes  oa  a  real-estate  valuation  of 
$  9;491,000.  That,  sir,  is  the  smallest  taxation  of 
any  ward  in  the  city  except  Ward  21.  Most  of  the 
other  wards  pay  on  over  $20,000,000.  My  own 
ward  piys  on  about  $28,490,000.  Now,  if  by  im- 
proving that  territory  we  can  bring  "Ward  13  up  so 
that  she  will  be  among  thj  respectable  wards  in 
tax  paying,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  would  not  be  a 
large  outlay.  As  I  stated  the  other  evening,  I  have 
no  doubt  of  its  convenience  so  far  as  public  travel  is 
coacerned,  but  it  will  be  some  years  before  a  large 
amount  of  travel  crosses  there  and  a  large  busi- 
ness is  located  there.  I  have  no  doubt  ic  will  p:  ove 
a  general  public  conv=nier  ce,  aud  if  the  appropri- 
ation is  reducec  to  the  smallect  amount  necessary 
to  carry  it  out  I  shai]  vote  for  it.  In  looking  over 
the  territory  this  afternoon  it  seemed  to  me  that 
it  would  be  better  for  the  whole  territory 
if  the  railroad  crossed  at  grade.  I  can- 
not see  that  it  will  make  any  difference 
for  the  next  ten  years.  In  regard  to  the 
territory  if  the  city  intends  to  extena  the  sewer- 
age in  that  direction,  I  suppor-e  the  street  should 
be  built  for  that  purposo  that  the  whole  territory 
should  be  drained  and  brought  to  some  use.  I 
still  think,  however,  that  the  city  should  take  the 
whole  of  the  South  Bav  property  and  fill  as  rnueh 
of  it  each  year  as  will  be  demanded  for  manufac- 
turing uses,  thereby  insuring-  a  proper  laying  out 
of  this  territory  in  respect  to  streets  and  other 
proper  restrictions, instead  of  permitting  the  own- 
ers to  go  on  and  improve  as  each  one  thinks  best 
for  i heir  present  benefit,  without  any  regard  to 
the  future.  If  the  Council  would  permit  me  I 
would  like  to  read  a  few  sections  from  the  report 
of  the  legislative  commHtee  of  last  year  on  the 
South  Boston  flats.  The  report  was  submitted  in 
January,  1875.  This  was  a  very  able  committee. 
They  had  been  at  work  all  summer  and  had  held 
quite  a  number  of  hearings  with  the  intention  of 
recommending  large  terminal  facilities  at  South 
Boston.  They  say  in  reference  to  South  Bay  and 
Fort  Point  Channel : 

SOUTH  BAY  AND  FORT  POINT  CHANNEL. 

"While  considering  the  matter  of  bridging  Fort 
Point  Channel,  the  committee  were  brought  unan- 
imously to  the  conclusion  that,  at  no  very  distant 
day,  the  whole  area  of  that  channel  and 'of  South 
Bay  would  be  filled,  and  better  accommodations 
for' what  commercial  business  is  uow  done  thtre, 
be  provided  elsewhere.  The  old  theoiy,so  long 
and  teuaciously  adhered  to,  that  the  existence  of 
this  bay  and  channel  was  essential  to 'scour' the 
main  channel  of  the  harbor,  has  been  abandoned, 
and  takes  its  place  with  the  other  exploded  theo- 
ries which  State  boards  have,  from  time  to  time, 
employed  themselves  in  inventing  and  promul- 
gating. In  the  sixth  auaual  report  of  the  Board 
of  Harbor  Commissioners,  they  say,  'We  have  no 
objection  to  this  project  of  filling  up  South  Bay 
ana  Fort  Point,  Channel,  on  the  ground  of  their 
physical  relation  to  Boston  Harbor,  for  the  reason 
that  this  relation  is  not  so  important  that  it 
should  control  the  decision  of  the  question,'  and 
they  base  their  opposition  to  the  tilling  solely  on 
the  ground  of  the  'sacrifice  of  commercial  facili- 
ties.' With  the  development  of  South  Boston 
flats,  on  some  plan  similar  to  that  before  propos- 
ed, all  the  commercial  facilities  which  are  needed 
in  this  vicinity  would  be  furnished,  and  that  with- 
out the  necessity  of  passing  through  seven  or 
eight  bridges.  Owners  ot  property  in  this  region 
are  now  moving  their  busi  jess  to  Dorchester  Bay 
and  other  points,  where  they  can  avoid  the  tax, 
in  the  shape  of  increased  freights,  which  vessels 
charge  for  delivering  merchandise  above  draws. 
When  all  the  bridges  now  projecting  across  Fort 
Point  Channel  shall  be  built,  the  cost  of    deliver- 


ing merchandise  in  South  Bay  will  be  largely  in- 
creased. The  inevitable  tencencv,  when  the  ac- 
commodations shall  be  offered,  will  be  for  those 
now  located  on  South  Bay  to  seek  tide  water  be- 
low the  bridges.  The  lard  acquired  by  filling  the 
bay  a- d  channel  would  be  more  valuable  as  land 
than  as  water,  and  the  a.ddition  of  South  Boston  to 
the  city  proper,  by  means  of  solid  ground,  would 
greatly  increase  the  value  of  property  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city.  Another  reason  for  the  filling, 
and  one  more  important,  perhaps,  than  all  otheis, 
is  the -anitary  reason.  Toe  dearh  rate  of  boston 
is  very  large.  As  the  population  of  the  territory 
drained  by  South  Bay  increases,  the  sewage 
emptying  here,  with  no  strong  current  to  carry  it 
off,  must  become  a  source  of  foul  exhalations, 
spreading  sickness  and  disease.  This  condition 
is  unavoidable,  and  the  remedy  is  to  fill  the  bay 
and  channel,  leaving  a  culvert  sufficiently  large 
to  receive  the  sewage  matter  and  convey  it  to 
deep  wafer  i  a  the  harbor,  By  making  solid  land 
of  this  channel  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  nu- 
merous brioges  across  it  would  be  avoided,  and 
this  expense  must  increase  year  by  year.  The 
land  thus  obtained,  situated  near  tide  water  and 
railroads,  would  be  very  valuable  for  manufactur- 
ing and  other  purposes.  Two  very  able  commit- 
ttes  ot  the Legislature  have  carefully  considered 
this  subject,  and  unanimously  recommendec  such 
action.  Their  views  given  at  some  1-ngth.  may 
be  touud  in  House  Documents,  No.  76,  ot  the  year 
1868,  and  No.  240,  of  1870.  The  first  committee 
consisied  of  Messrs.  J.  N.  Marshall,  S.  \Y.  Bower- 
man  and  George  O.  Brastow  of  the  Senate,  and  F. 
W.  Bird,  Joshui  C.  Stone.  Avery  Plumer,  George 
Heywood,  Levi  Stocbbridge  and  W.  J.  R.  Eva  is, 
of  the  House.  The  second  was  a  committee  of  the 
House  only,  and  comprised  Messrs.  F.  W.  Bir i, 
Moses  Kimball,  John  I.  Baker,  T.  L.  Nelson, 
Avery  Plumer,  A.  G.  Fav,  S.  M.  Crosby,  J.  A.  P. 
Allen  and  Linus  M.  Childs." 

These  committees  were  all  composed  of  men  of 
great  ability,  and  I  think  every  one  of  them 
thought  somethiug  should  be  done  f;,r  that  sec- 
tion for  sanitary  purpose?;  and  although  I  have 
been  favorable  to  having  the  city  take  the  other 
property  and  lay  it  out  at  the  same  time,  if  the 
improvement  can  be  carried  out  at  a  less  expense 
in  the  wav  proposed,  this  street  may  bring  about 
that  oli  ject. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  see  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  ward  6.  I 
hope  it  will  be  adopted.  I  would  call  for  the  pre- 
vious questioj. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  -By  the  estimate  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  1  find  that  in  the  $475,000  is 
included  an  estimate  of  land  damages  amounting 
to  I$117,540.  Then  they  say  on  page  5  that  the 
value  of  land  damages  is  $38,944.  I  (vould  like  to 
inquire  of  th°  committee  if  that  amouut  has  been 
deducted?  If  it  has  not,  it  seems  to  me  mat  the 
estimate  is  too  large  by  nearly  $40,000.  If  that  is 
the  case  I  should  wish  to  have  the  appropriation 
reduced  that  amount. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— It  1  remember  arieht.  that 
is  divided  in  this  way:  The  city  make  a  sort  of 
paper  payment  to  the  owners  of  this  laud,  and 
they  pay  it  back  again  to  the  city.  That  is  about 
all  it  amounts  to.  It  is  all  done  on  paper,  and  no 
mouey  passes. 

The  main  question  was  ordeied.  The  question 
\vas  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Kimball  to 
the  second  amendment  proposed  and  offered  by 
him.  The  two  amendments  were  adopted  success- 
ively; the  amendment  reducing  the  amount  from 
$476~.000  to  $376,000  was  also  adopted,  and  the 
order  as  thus  amended  was  passed — yeas  51, 
nays  17. 

Veas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Board- 
man,  Brackett,  Burditf,  Burgess, Oawley.  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle.  Cushman,  Damon.  Day,  Deve;eux. 
Duggan,  Fitzgerald. Firzpatriek.  Flynn.  Harrigau, 
Hicks,  ftiseock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury ,  Kmgsley. 
Leighton,  Lo'  g,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray.  Newton, 
Noves,  Osborne.  Parker,  Perkins,  Power.  Rice, 
Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Stacey,  Train.  Tiull.  Wal- 
bridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb, '  Whitmore,  Wilbur. 
WiU'cutt,  Wilson,  Woods-£0. 

Nays — Messrs.  Curtis,  dishing,  Edwards,  Gold- 
thwaii.  Guild,  Harmon,  Howes,  Jaques.  Kimball. 
Loring,  Page,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Sprague.  Sweet- 
ser,  Thacber,  Wadsworth— 17. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

tin  motion  of  Mr.  Thacber  of  Ward  15,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    33,    1875. 


Regular  v/eekly  meeting-  at  four  o'clock  P.  JV1., 
Alderman  Clark",  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DBAWJi. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  weie  drawofor  tiie  April 
term  of  the  Superior  Court,  first  session;  forty 
for  the  April  term  of  the  same  court,  second  ses- 
sion, :iHl  thirty-live  for  the  April  term  of  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court. 

THE  GAS   COMMISSION. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  ) 
City  hall,  Boston, 
March  22,1875. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentle- 
men—By  an  order  of  the  Ciiy  Council  passed  Jan. 
30,  1875,  I  was  requested  to  appoint  three 
Commissioners  to  make  certain  investiga- 
tions in  relation  to  the  manufacture  and 
supply  of  gas  for  public  and  private  lighting, 
the  commissioners  to  sei  vc  without  compensation. 
1  have  made  every  effort  to  secure  the  services  of 
gentlemen  who  possess  the  requisite  qualifications 
tor  the  position,  but  I  find  it  impossible  to  do  so 
without  making  some  compensation  therefoi. 
The  subject  is  one  of  great  importance  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  as  showu  in  the  herrings  before 
the  Board  of  Aider  men  last  year  on  the  petition 
for  the  establishment  of  a  new  gas  company;  and 
the  investigation  contemplated  by  the  order 
would  undoubtedly  furnish  information  of  great 
value  in  determining  the  future  policy  of  the  city 
with  respect  to  the  supply  ot  illuminating  gas. 
As  it  appears  that  nothing  can  be  done  under  the 
present  order.  1  respectfully  submit  the  whole 
matter  to  the  City  Council,  to  take  such  further 
action  thereon  as  it  may  deem  best  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city.  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Mayor. 

Alderman  Stebbins— As  stated  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  m  the  communication  which  has  just  been 
read,  a  deep  interest  has  been  manifested  by  the 
citizens  generally  in  the  question  of  a  supply  of 
illuminating  gas  for  the  city  of  Bostou.  It  has 
been  more  especially  manifest  since  the  hearing 
before  this  Board  last  year.  A^  stated,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  has  been  unable  to  find  persons  suita- 
ble to  serve  on  the  commission  wno  would  do  so 
without  pay;  and,  deeming  it  both  advisaole  and 
desirable  that  such  a  commission  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  having  an 
order  prepared,  which  I  will  now  offer: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  Jan.  30,  1875,  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  appoint  three  commission- 
ers to  make  certain  investigations  in  relation  to 
the  manufacture  and  supply  of  illuminating  gas, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  au- 
thorize the  Mayor  to  compensate  the  commission- 
ers tor  their  services;  the  amount  of  said  compen- 
sation, together  with  all  other  expenses  incurred 
in  making  the  investigations  authorized  in  said 
order,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $5000,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Communication  and  order  sent  down. 

petitions,  etc.,  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  E.  K.  Goodall, 
for  leave  to  transfer  lease  of  Stall  No.  3,  New 
Faneuil  Market  to  James  H.  Parker. 

E.  Smalley  et  at.,  in  favor  of  Mercantile  wharf 
in  preference  to  India  wharf  as  a  vegetable  mar- 
ket. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
George  F.  Mulliken  et  al.,  that  vacant  land  be- 
longing to  the  city  in  the  rear  ot  East  Newton 
street,be  properly  drained. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District.  Notice  of  the  Institution 
for  Savings  in  Roxbury  of  dissatisfaction  with  the 
assessment  tor  raising  grade  of  estate  42  Prescott 
place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  P.  W.  Gordon 
for  license  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Charles- 
town  with  salt  water. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  for  edgestones 
and  paving  in  Columbus  avenue,  between  Feuli- 
nanil  and  Berkeley  streets. 

John  W.  Hollis,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk  as- 
sesment  on  Cambridge  street,  Ward  19. 


Henry  B.  Stratton,  that  a  street  out  of  N  street, 
between  Seventh  and  Eighth  streets,  be  named 
Harris  street  or  Albion  street. 

Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee  et  al,.  that  the  sidewalk  in 
Pembroke  street,  in  front  of  St.  Maik's  Church, 
be  paved. 

G.  H.  Moseley.for  license  to  sprinkle  Harrison 
avenue  and  other  streets  with  salt  water. 

John  W.  Olmstead  et  al.,  tor  the  grading  of 
Grampian  way. 

Mary  Gallagher,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
97  and  99  Cabot  street. 

Anna  Moriarty  Wright,  for  payment  of  a  claim 
for  construction  of  bank  wall  on  Foster  street, 
Ward  19. 

To  tin  Committee  on  Health  mi  the  part  of  the 
Board.  W.  J.  Grifhths,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Dix  street,  near 
Adams  street,  Ward  IB. 

Charles  Cune,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Pearl  street, between  Ev- 
erett and  Auburn  streets,  \\  ard  19. 

metropolitan  railroad. 

Alderman  Stebbins  piesented  the  petitions  of  \. 
P.  Foster  and  190  others  ;  Thomas  Maner  and  366 
others;  J.  Bennett  and  176  others;  James  A.  Lee 
and378  others;  and  J.  K.  Henderson  aud  250  oth- 
ers— severally  in  aid  of  the  petitiou  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  tor  location  i  i  Wash- 
ington, .Milk  and  DevonsQire  streets. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 
steam  engines. 

The  petition  of  W.  and  J.  Strider  fok-  leave  to 
locate  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  1755  Washing- 
ton street,  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice. 
No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages,  etc,:  Asher 
Ratsh6Sky,  $11,020, North  Centre  street;  Jonn  J. 
Dowd,  $1357.50,  Sha  vuiut  avenue;  T.  Remick 
et  al.,  $468,  Purchase  street;  William  W.Baker, 
trustee,  $46,926,  Beach  street;  Nancy  Breeu, 
$2400,  Ecverett  street.    Severally  passed. 

Orders  to  pav  for  grade  damages— Jeremiah 
Sheehan,  $400, 119  aud  121  Cabot  street;  Patrick 
McDev;tt,  $400,117  Cabot  street;  Mark  Lynch's 
heirs,  $300,  115  Cabot  street;  Eo ward  D.  Sohier 
etal.,  trustees,  $4327.40,  24  and  26  Kilby  street; 
Michael  (Jatelv's  heirs,  $400,  7  Weston  street; 
Catherine  E.  'McCoole,  $300,  113  Cabot  street. 
Seveially  passed. 

FIRE  INSPECTOR. 

The  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  to 
establish  the  office  of  Fire  Inspector,  the  salary  of 
said  officer  to  he  paid  by  the  Underwriters' 
Union  (City  Doc.  No.  39),  was  considered  under 
the  head  of  unfinished  business,  the  question  be- 
ing on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Quincy — The  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment asked  that  this  order  might  be  printed 
that  members  might  have  an  opportunity  to  read 
the  leooit  and  satisfy  themselves.  It  seemed  to 
the  committee  that  members  would  have  but  to 
read  the  order  to  be  satisfied  that  it  was  an  im- 
provement upon  the  present  system,  and  that  it 
would  appeal  to  their  common  sense  as  proper.  ' 
The  Uonerwriters' Union  being  glad  to  pay  the 
salary  of  the  inspector  that  the  experiment  may 
be  tried  without  any  expense  to  the  city,  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  that  there  could  be  but 
one  opiuion  on  the  subject.  If  objections  are 
made,  I  will  endeavor  to  snsver  them';  otherwise, 
I  will  not  longer  occupy  the  time  of  the  Board 
upon  a  matter  which  1  think  must  commend  itself 
at  once  to  all  who  have  read  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  objectionable  feature 
in  this  order  is  the  giving  of  this  officer  great  pow- 
ers by  which  he  can  summon  witnesses,  enter 
buildings,  and  do  other  things  which  might  prove 
injurious  were  the  officer  uotoneof  therightkind. 
I  do  not  know  that  such  powers  are  conferred  up- 
on similar  officers  in  other  cities;  if  they  are  it 
might  be  well  to  try  it  here;  but  it  seems  tome 
that  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  giving 
an  officer  such  powers  might  be  rather  objection- 
able. 

Alderman  Quincy — The  powers  are  very  much 
the  same  as  are  gi  anted  to  toe  fire  marshal  of 
New  York  aud  the  fire  inspector  of  Baltimore. 
The  reason  we  wish  to  try  the  experiment  here  is 
the  great  cumbrousness  of  the  machinery  for  hold- 
ing a  fire  inquest,  and  which  has  a  tendency  to  in- 
crease incendiarism.  It  is  an  experiment  which 
has  worked  extremely  well  in  other  ciiies.  The 
idea  of  making  the  Inspector  a  city  officer,  to  be 
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paid  by  the  underwriters,  was  borrowed  from  tbe 
city  code  of  Baltitnoie.  In  New  York,  the  office) , 
witb  all  these  powers,  is  paid  by  tbe  city.  "We 
supposed  there  would  be  opposition  to  establish- 
ing another  paid  officer  for  the  Fire  Department; 
but  finding  this  the  casein  the  city  of  Baltimore,  we 
report  this  order  substantially  in  imitation  of  the 
Baltimore  provision.  I  have  here  tbe  report  of 
1873  of  the  Fire  Inspector  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore,  with  an  extract  from  article 
18  of  the  city  code,  establishing  the  office: 

"The  Mayor  at  his  discretion  may  commission  as 
fire  inspector  such  person  as  may  be  named 
by  the  fire  insurance  companies  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, or  a  majority  thereof,  such  inspector  to 
be  paid  by  said  companies.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  Inspector  to  examine  into,  report  up- 
on, and  keep  a  record  of  all  fires  occurtingju  said 
city,"  etc. 

Then,  by  a  recent  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland  the  duties  of  the  inspector  are  de- 
fined : 

"Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  fire  in- 
spector to  institute  investigation  into  the  cause 
of  such  fires  as  may  occur  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, whenever,  in  his  judgment,  the  occasion 
demands  it,  and  for  the  purpose  he  shall  have 
power  to  issue  subpoenas,  and  administer  oaths, 
and  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  before 
him  by  attachment  or  otherwise;  all  subpoenas 
issued  by  him  shall  be  in  such  form  as  he  may 
prescribe,  and  shall  be  directed  to  and  served  by 
any  constable,  police  officer,  sheriff  or  coroner  of 
Baltimore  city;  any  witness  who  refuses  to  at- 
tend to  testify  in  obedience  to  such  subpoena, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  contempt,  and  be  pun- 
ishable by  him  as  ia  cases  of  cont<  mpt  in  civil  cas- 
es ;  provided  that  said  offictr  shall  not  hive  juris- 
diction to  try  any  person  or  persons  charged  with 
commission  of  a  cri  me,  for  the  purpose  of  inflicting 
punishment  therefor,  but  shall  make  a  written 
report  of  the  testimony  to  the  State's  attorney, 
arid  institute  criminal  prosecutions  in  all  cases 
where  there  appears  to  him  to  be  reasonable  and 
probable  causes  for  believing  that  afite  has  been 
caused  by  design." 

The  New  Yoik  Fire  Marshal  has  greater  powers 
than  these.  He  has  not  only  the  right  to  cause 
arrests,  but  the  right  to  make  arrests.  I  have 
communicated  with  the  Fire  Marshal  in  the  city 
of  New  York  and  he  has  given  me  statistics  show- 
ing a  great  decrease  in  tne  number  of  suspicious 
fires,  the  number  of  convictions  obtained  and  the 
general  belief  in  the  community  that  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  office  the  large  decrease  in  the 
number  of  incendiary  fires  is  due.  I  cannot  see 
what  objection  there  can  be  to  clothing  this  offi- 
cer with  power  to  collect  the  evidence  upon 
the  spot,  if  necessaiy,  upon  which  the 
courts  shall  act.  The  advantage  of  making 
him  a  city  officer  is  that  he  will  be 
a  greater  terroi  to  evil  doeis  tha.,  if  he  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  underwriters,  who  agree  to  pay  his 
salary,  while  the  city  appoints  him  and  gives"  him 
the  authority  of  a  city  officer.  "We  shall  have  the 
advantage  of  defining.his  duties  by  ordinance  and 
calling  for  his  reports,  while  the  underwriters 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  prescribe  in  what 
manner  he  shall  report  to  them ;  while  if  either 
the  underwriters  or  tbe  Fire  Commissioners  a'e 
dissatisfied  with  him,  they  can  apply  to  the 
Mayor  for  his  removal.  I  think  it  may  result  iu 
the  greatest  possible  good,  and  without  expense 
to  the  city.  It,  is  an  experiment,  aid  of  coiuse 
may  fail ;  but  the  chances  are  that  it  is  likely  to 
prove  valuable  to  the  city,  and  1  thiuk  it  should 
be  tried. 

Alderman  Barrage— Can  the  gentleman  state 
what  the  present  law  is  upon  tbe  subject,  so  that 
we  can  act  understaudingly? 

Alderman  Quincy— I  cannot  repeat  exactly  all 
the  machinery  necessaiy  to  institute  a  fire  inquest 
at  the  present  time;  but  an  application  has  to  be 
made  to  a  court  and  a  jury  has  to  be  summoned. 
It  was  first  necessaiy  for  a  majority  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  certify  to  the  justice  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Court  that  it  is  a  case  which  requires  investi- 
gation, and  in  the  only  case  which  has  occurred 
recently  it  took  five  days  to  get  a  jury  appointed. 
That  the  machinery  is  very  cumbrous  is  shown  in 
the  fact  that  it  is  very  seldom  resorted  to. 

Alderman  Power — Tnere  is  one  other  matter  of 
importance  that  I  have  not  yet  heard  touched 
up6n.  This  officer  will  have  great  power  to  in- 
volve somebody  iu  a  large  expenditure  of  money. 
Now,  who  is  to  bear  the  expense  of  these  inquests? 
This  officer  is  to  have  greater  power  than  any- 
other  man  in  Boston — greater  than  any  judge  of  a 


court.  There  are  certain  forms  to  be  complied 
with  before  any  court  can  summon  a  person  be- 
fore it.  This  officer  is  to  have  power  to  summon 
witnesses  and  hold  com  t  any  where  and  at  any 
time;  are  the  underwriters  going  to  pay  the  whole 
expense  of  thib?  If  they  are  I  am  willing  to  run 
the  risk  of  the  appointment.  It  is  a  matter  that 
concerns  them,  and  tbey  should  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses attending  it. 

Alderman  Harris — I  anticipated  something  of 
that  kind  from  my  own  interpretation  of  tbe  or- 
der, and  to  cover  the  views  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  I  will  offer  the  following  amen&ment: 

"All  the  expense  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment of  said  office,  or  incurred  in  the  investiga- 
tions made  by  said  officer,  shall  be  met  by  the  Tjn- 
uerwriters'  Union." 

Alderman  Quincy— It  seems  to  me  to  be  mis- 
taken ground  "which  the  Alcierm;n  assumes, 
that  the  whole  expense  should  be  borne  by  the  un- 
derwriters, and  in  considering  that  it  regards  the 
interest  of  ihe  underwriters  alone,  as  distinct 
from  the  public,  sben  they  are,  in  fact,  identical. 
For  instance,  if  we  allow  the  crime  of  incendiarism 
to  spread,  because,  forsooth,  we  think  it  is  none 
of  our  business  to  assist  the  uuoei  writers  to  pro- 
tect themselves,  it  would  be  adopting  the  policy 
of  cutting  off  the  nose  to  spite  the  face;  while 
if  we  reduce  the  losses  by  fire  to  a  minimum, 
the  raus  of  insurance  will  be  corresponding- 
ly reduced.  As  to  the  matter  of  witness  fees, 
grant  that  that  may  come  upon  the.  city;  I 
consider  that  a  small  matter.  But  the  question  is 
whether  it  may  not  be  considered  money  well 
spent.  Suppose  that  oui  great  fire  was  of  incen- 
diary origin ;  and  suppose  that  one  or  two  convic- 
tions, previously  gained,  had  caused  the  incendiary 
to  extinguish  'his  torch,  would  not  the  inocey 
spent  for  witness  fees  have  been  well  invested  ?  It 
seems  to  me  it  would.  The  witness  lees  would 
be  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket  for  the  city  to  pay; 
though  if  we  were  to  be  so  "magnanimous"  as  to 
request  the  underwriters  to  assume  them,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  would  do  so. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  it  would  be 
proper  for  this  amendment  to  pas- .  We  are  deal- 
ing with  uud  rwnters  who  are  paid  for  protecting 
city  property  against  loss  by  fire.  It  is  tbeif 
busiuess  to  ascertain  wno  is  the  incendiary;  it  is 
our  duty  to  convict  the  man  whom  tb=>  Fire  In- 
spector causes  to  be  arrested;  and  I  think  the 
city  should  not  be  put  to  the  expense  of  an  inves- 
tigation wbethei  there  is  an  incendiary  fire  or  not. 
It  seems  to  be  just  as  much  a  pari  of  taeir  duty  to 
pay  the  cost  of  the  preliminary  investigation  as  it 
is  to  pay  the  salaiy  of  the  Inspector.  If  they  aie 
willing  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  they 
should  consent  to  pay  for  linoing  the  incendiary; 
and  if  he  is  found  it  is  proper  for  the  city  and 
county  to  pay  for  his  conviction,  and  not  before. 
In  my  opinion  it  is  reducing  the  matter  of  the  ex- 
pense to  a  tine  point. 

Alderuian  1/rescott— It  the  argument  of  the  Al 
derman  from  the  Highlands  is  followed  out.  he 
would  support  an  order  compelling  the  under- 
writers to  pay  the  expense  of  a  tire  department. 
It  is  undoubtedly  for  the  interest  of  the  insurauee 
companies  that"  most  vigorous  steps  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  incendiary  tires,  and  to  a«certun 
the  causes  of  fires;  audit  is  also  tor  the  interest 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  it  should  be  done. 
The  law  noes  not  now  require  the  underwriters  to 
pay  the  witnesses  fees;  and  why  should  they,  if 
this  order  is  passed  ?  There  are  pi  o .  lsions  for  fire 
inquests  now .  but  the  proceedings  are  so  cumber- 
some and  impracticable  that  scarcely  any  have 
been  held.  This  order  provides  that  these  in- 
quests may  be  taken  hold  of  by  some  party  who 
can  be  present  at  the  tire  and  follow  it  up;  and  it 
seems  to  me  perfectly  proper  that  the  city  shoulit 
assume  the  expense  of  witness  fees  in  the  litter 
case  as  in  the  former — in  the  future  as  iu  the  past. 
The  city  has  to  do  so  now  ;  why  uot  in  the  future? 

Alderman  "Worthington— Will  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  tel1  us  why,  if  the  underwriters 
pay  one  portion  of  the  expense,  they  should  not 
pay  the  other?  "Why  the  city  should'  uot  pay  the 
salaiy  if  it  pays  the  witnesses'  fees?  Why  not 
assume  the  whole  as  well  as  a  cart?  It  is  just  as 
broad  iu  one  case  as  iu  the  other.  Here  is  a  thing 
the  underwriters  eome  r.nd  ask  us  to  do.  We  get 
inco  it  and  find  there  is  considerable  expense  for 
witnesses,  and  they  want  us  to  pay  it.  Are  the 
underwriters  so  very  poor  that  they  cannot  bear 
the  expense?  It  is  proper  for  them  to  foot  the 
whole  bill  until  tbey  find  the  incendiary,  r.nd  then 
the  city  or  county  will  come  in  and  convict  him. 
It  is  tlie  part  of  the  city  to  convict  him.     The  un- 
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d&rwriters  are  paid  for  insuring  property  against 
loss  by  fire;  they  waul  greater  facilities'  for  pro- 
l  citing  property i  ami  come  and  ask  the  City  Gov- 
ernment  to  aid  them.  They  say  they  will  [Jay  the 
bill ^ ;  but  we  stop  and  say,  "You  pay  the  salary 
and  we  will  pay  the  witness  fees."  Why  .should 
they  not  pay  both?     I  cannot  tee   any   difference. 

A'luerrnan  Quincy— 1  should  certainly  make  no 
opposition  to  the  city  assuming  the  whole,  as  in 
New  York,  and  should  think  the  money  well  laid 
out.  The  committee  had  reason  to  suppose  that 
any  proposition  emanating  from  the  Dire  Commis- 
sioners would  be  received  with  less  lavoratcity 
hall  thrill  by  citizens  generally,  ami  we  Did  not  at- 
tempt to  do  this  until  the  underwaters  came  for- 
ward and  ottered  to  pay  their  share  ol  the  ex- 
pense. I  have  no  doubt  the  underwriters  will 
accept  both,  but  1  .  a.  not  vote  for  any  such 
amendment. 

Alderman  Power—It  seems  to  me  that  the  salary 
of  this  officer  would  be  but  it  trifling  item  com- 
pared with  the  expense  attending  tb  ■  en  ation  of 
his  office.  It  has  always  been  my  opinion  that  the 
most,  if  not  all,  the  e  incendiary  tiics,  are  caused 
by  the  underwriters  themselves,  by  insuring  for 
ate) 08 C  any  amount  that  people  will  pay  premiums 
on.  I  don't  think  any  one  can  dispute  that.  They 
take  meat  risks  where  there  is  but  little  property. 
1  think  the  city  of  Boston  has  done  about  all  it 
should,  and  s[i,  ni  about  all  the  money  it  should, 
to  htli)  maintain  the  insurance  '  companies 
ol  this  and  other  cities.  We  h  ve  about 
doubled  our  expendtures  in  tin-  Fire  De- 
partment, on  account  of  the  pressure  brought 
to  bear  upon  this  Uovernnieul  by  lb  un- 
derwriters and  agents  ot  insurance  companies. 
A.nd  i  ow  they  com  and  ask  us  to  establish  this 
office,  and  pay  the  expense  of  it,  to  aid  them  in 
evading  the  payment  of  losses  which,  in  most 
oases,  are  caused  by  their  own  faults.  1  think 
that  is  going  a  little  too  tar.  The  more  I  look  at 
this,  the  more  1  think  it  will  be  creating  a  most 
arbitrary  power  for  the  person  who  uses  it.  It 
seems  to  me  that  there  are  good  reasons  Far  sur- 
rounding this  sort  of  thing  with  the  safeguards 
with  which  it  is  now  surrounded.  There  was 
good  reason  for  putting  all  these  safeguards 
about  it,  or  it  would  not  be  hampeied  the  way  it 
is  now.  There  were  520  actual  tires  io  this  city 
for  the  year  ending  Feb.  28, 1874.  That  will  give 
you  an  idea  of  the  expense  that  this  officer  can  io- 
volve  somebody  in  ;  ami  it  seems  to  me  you  ought 
to  lie  very  caretul  how  you  create  such  an  officer 
with  the  power  that  this  order  gives  him. 

Alderman  Quincy — The  position  taken  is  that 
the  interest  of  the  underwriters  is  distinct  frooi 
ours,  aud  that  they  have  no  business  to  call  upon 
us  tor  help.  If  I  owned  a  stock  of  goods,  and  my 
house  was  burned  down  l  ecause  my  r.eighboi,  en- 
couraged by  the  success  of  incendiary  crimes,  set 
his  store  on  tire,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the  city 
had  oeen  willing  to  strike  hands  with  the  under- 
writers, and  obtain  convictions,  it  might  have 
caused  that  man  to  think  twice  before  lighting  his 
torch.  But  1  don't  wish  to  take  thi"  "magnani- 
mous attitude"  of  asking  the  Underwi  iters  to  pay 
the  whole  expense,  though  no  doubt  they  will  as- 
sume n  if  asked  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Power— Any  one  might  infer  that  the 
city  of  15oston  was  deficient  in  its  duty  of  protect- 
ing property,  and  ot  enacting  laws  for  that  end. 
The  gentleman  knows  we  have  vigilant  officers; 
that  the  great  increase  of  the  Fire  Department 
was  for  patrols  to  go  about  the  city  and  patch  for 
incen  dary  fires  and  aid  the  underwrite. s;  we 
have  courts  to  carry  on  the  law  department;  we 
have  vigilant  officers  constantly  on  guard  watch- 
ing for  criminals  of  all  descriptions/and  they  are 
about  as  sine  to  be  brought  to  justice  here  as  in 
any  other  city  in  the  Union.  And  it  seems  to  me 
there  is  no  city  in  the  eountiy  that  has  tried  so 
hard  and  spent  so  much  money  to  save  property 
from  destruction  by  fire. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Harris  was  lost— 4 
for,  7  against. 

Aldermau  Power— The  Alderman  has  said  that 
this  matter  of  getting  at  a  fire  inquest  is  now  sur- 
rounded by  a  great  many  difficulties,  and  that 
while  c  are  providing  means  to  look  into  a  mat- 
ter there  is  so  much  delay  that  an  incendiary 
might  escape.  Perhaps  it  is  so,  and  peihapsthat 
difficulty  ought  to  be  got  rid  of.  But  I  don't  know 
anything  about  it,  and  as  I  suppose  it  is  a  matter 
that  will  not  suffer  by  a  short  delay,  I  move  that 
it  be  specially  assigned  for  Monday  next  at  five 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.    If  there  is   any  necessity   for   action  we 


ought  to  take  it  now.  It  is  doubtful  now,  if  we 
get  this  order  through  the  oi her  branch  whether 
the  Legislature  will  receive  it.  We  shall  have  to 
ask  them  to  make  an  exception  in  our  favor.  The 
later  it  is  in  getting  to  the  State  House,  the  small- 
er the  chance  of  their  suspending  the  rule  requir- 
ing a  vote  of  four  fifths  to  admit  new  business. 

Alderman  Bunage — I  am  hardly  prepared  to 
vote  for  this  order.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
better  to  apply  for  an  amendment  to  the  statute. 
While  the  present  statute  may  be  one  extreme, 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  proposed  proceeding  ic  a 
little  too  summary.  At  any  rate,  I  think  the  order 
had  better  noc  be  passed  at  present. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost — 1  for,  7 
against. 

Alderman  l'rescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Al.ermeii  Bigelow,  Claik,  O'Brien,  Pope, 
l'rescott,  Quincy,  Viles — 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Hauls,  Power,  Steb- 
bins,  Worthington— 5. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Quincy  said  it  was  de- 
sirable to  send"  the  oider  to  the  Legislature  as  soon 
as  practicable,  and  he  moved  a  reconsidi  ration  of 
the  Inst  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevaU.  Alder- 
derman  Hai  lis  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  motion  was  lost — yea-,  5,  nays  7,  the  Aldeimen 
voting  in  the  same  relative  position  as  before. 

PAPERS     llto.VJ    THE    COMMON     COUNCIL    FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Order  to  appropriate  $300,  in  addition  to  pre- 
vious amount,  for  supply  ot  soup  to  indigent  per- 
sons.   Passed. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  $200  per  annum  for  r  -ut 
of  armory  of  Company  C,  Fourth  BattaliOD  of  In- 
fantry, on  Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  beginning 
Jan.  i,  1875.  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Worthington -who  desired  the  members  to 
visit  the  spot  a. id  examine  the  location — 6  for,  5 
again-t. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  order  for  a  loan  of  $476,000,  for  widening, 
building  and  extending  Swett  street  from  Albany 
street  to  Dorchester  avenue,  came  up  with 
amendments  to  fix  the  loan  at  $376,000  instead  of 
$476,000,  and  to  add  to  the  order  the  words,  "pro- 
vided that  no  part  of  said  sum  shall  be  used  or 
expended  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  srrade 
of  the  railroad  referred  to  in  chapter  387  of  the 
acts  of  1874" ;  and  that  said  street  sha1!  not  be  con- 
structed until  such  grade  is  changed  by  the  raU- 
road  company,  or  an  agreement  therefor  is  made 
by  said  company  with  the  city, 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  should  like  a  little  more 
time  before  acting  upon  this  measure.  It  has 
come  back  from  the  other  branch  with  several 
amendents,  the  bearing  of  which  1  would  like  to 
understand  more  fuUy  than  I  'do  at  present.  I 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Commutes 
on  Streets. 

Alderman  Worthii  gton — I  trust  we  shall  not  re- 
fer it  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  again.  It  has 
been  before  them  and  the  Street  Commissioners 
for  the  past  three  years.  Last  yea-  the  commis- 
sioners took  it  up  early  in  the  year  anu  worked  on 
it  all  summer  with  a  great  deal  of  care.  After  they 
had  fully  matured  what  they  wanted  to  be  done  for 
the  benefit  of  the  sewerage  of  the  city,  and  for 
havina'  a  connecting  road  between  South  Boston 
and  the  Highlands,  they  reported  it  to  this  Board 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
who  then  took  it  up  and  labored  upon  it.  It,  was 
the  feeling  of  the  committee  th  t  nothing  should 
be  done  if  the  abutters  would  not  pay  a  portion  of 
the  expense.  The  abutters  «nd  owners  of  land  in 
the  vicinity  were  called  before  the  committee. 
We  had  two  meetings.  The  abutters  came  forward 
aud  agreed  to  pay  $60,000  in  cash  and  give  $40,000 
worth  of  land  if  the  street  could  be  built,  and 
the  committee  took  obligations  from  those 
men  to  comply  with  the  agreement.  Those 
papers  have  all  been  signeil."  The  order  again 
came  to  this  Board  and  was  passed.  It  went  to 
the  Council,  and  after  four  weeks'  deliberation 
they  have  placed  around  it  all  the  safeguards  that 
it  is  possible  to  place  around  it.  There  is  nothing- 
there  that  can  possibly  work  to  the  injury  of  the 
city.  The  Committee  on  Streets  are  perfectly  sat; 
isfied  with  those  amendments;  they  are  williog  to 
have  them  placed  therei  When  the  Committee  on 
Streets  ana  the  Street  Commissioners  considered 
the  sum  of  $476,000  they  were  welt  aware  that 
the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad 
were    u>";<"-     Obligations     to     pay     their    pro- 
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portion  of  the  expenses,  although  I  can 
see  that  there  is  some  risk  about  the  city  getting 
its  pay  if  the  street  was  built  and  the  order  stood 
as  it  originally  did.  But  as  it  is  now  we  run  no 
risk  at  all.  We  are  to  build  tne  street  and  leave 
them  to  pay  their  share,  and  we  shall  probably 
manage  in  some  way  to  compel  the  road  or  the 
bondholders  or  the  trustees  to  build  it.  The  city- 
does  n't  run  any  risk.  It  is  true  that  unless  the 
street  is  built  bef oi e  next  July  that  the  city  will 
lose  $100,000.  I  think  no  one  will  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  having  Swett  street  built.  Any 
one  who  attempts  to  go  from  Ward  13  to 
South  Boston  will  see  it  at  once.  South 
Boston  is  a  very  important  portion  of  the 
city ;  it  is  growing  rapidly  in  population  and  busi- 
ness, and  thsre  is  a  necessity  for  this  street  tor  tbe 
heavy  traffic  going  from  the  centre  and  south  part 
of  the  city  in  that  direction,  andjor  the  convenient 
handling  of  merchandise.  It  must  go  there.  The 
South  Boston  flats  are  soon  to  be  filled  up,  and 
■will  make  about  600  acres;  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  have  some  sixty  acres,  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  some  twenty  or  thirty 
acres,  and  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  will  have  some  300  or  500 
acres  when  toe  flats  are  filled  up  to 
deep  water,  as  they  are  to  be ;  arrangements 
are  being  made  by  the  Boston  &  Albauy  Railroad 
for  slips  tor  eight  large  steamers  to  land  there 
and  take  merchandise  to  and  from  the  great  West. 
We  now  have  Edward  Atkinson's  plan  for  a  rail- 
road from  the  Boston  &  Albany  road  at  Weston 
to  South  Boston,  expressly  for  the  transportation 
of  merchandise.  It  will  have  connections  with 
the  Boston  &  Albany,  the  Massachusetts  Central, 
the  Fitchburg  and  the  Dtber  northern  roads,  so 
that  freight  may  be  easily  landed  at  South  Bos- 
ton. It  will  also  be  a  good  centre  for  laming 
freight  from  over  the  great  Poughkeep- 
sie  route  that  we  all  hear  so  mucb  about 
and  are  soon  to  have.  It  will  connect 
with  the  tunnel  and  be  the  great  landing 
and  shipping  of  merchandise  to  and  from  the  East 
and  West.  Before  many  years — indeed,  within  a 
few  years — South  Boston  will,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  of  our  leading  merchants,  be  the  great 
landing  place  for  grain  and  produce  and  merchan- 
dise. Then  there  is  another  thing  that  should  be 
done  at  once.  We  are  talking  about  the  health 
of  the  city,  of  improving  our  system  of  sewerage 
and  draining  Boston  Highlands  through  to  Ja- 
maica Plain.  And  how  can  you  do  it?  By  bring- 
ing a  sewer  down  and  emptying  it  into  Back  Bay? 
No.  But  you  can  do  it  by  carrying  a  sewer,  6% 
feet  in  diameter,  down  through  Dedham  street 
across  Swett  street  into  Dorchester  Bay.  That  por- 
tion of  the  great  west  part  of  the  city  cannot 
be  properly  drained  till  Swett  street  is  built. 
The  city  of  Boston  is  uuder  indictment  today  for 
employing  a  sewer  in  the  Back  Bay  basin.  We 
have  already  appointed  a  commission  to  investi- 
gate that  subject.  There  is  no  qaestion  but  the 
plan  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  Superintendent  of  Sew- 
ers, is  correct,  and  that  the  sewerage  should  be 
emptied  into  Neponset  River.  I  hope  this  older 
will  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
but  that  the  amendments  will  be  concurred  in 
and  the  work  commenced  at  once. 

Alderman  Prsseott — I  have  been  very  much  in- 
terested by  the  gentleman's  speech.  It  has  em- 
braced all  the  leading  topics  of  importance  dis- 
cussed by  the  daily  journals  for  the  last  year  or 
two, — the  Poughkeepsie  route,  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany steamship  lines,  sewerage,  the  health  of  the 
city,  the  needs  of  South  Boston,  how  much  busi- 
ness South  Boston  will  do;  and  if  Soutn  Boston 
does  all  that,  probably  it  will  have  to  be  extended 
down  the  harbor  as  far  as  Lovell's  Island.  But 
I  should  like  to  know  in  regard  to  these 
amendments  to  this  order.  Three  important 
amendments  have  been  added  in  the  Com- 
mon Council,  none  of  which  were  offered  by 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the 
part  of  the  Council,  and  for  one,  my  vision  is  so 
obtuse  that  I  am  not  abl?  to  understand  it.  The 
gentleman  is  willing  to  accept  them,  but  really  t 
should  like  to  ask  of  some  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  an  explanation  of  these  several 
amendments.  First,  in  regard  to  the  reduction  of 
the  amount  from  $ 476,000  to  $376,000.  Then  i  here 
is  an  amendment  providing  that  no  part  of  tbe 
money  shall  be  u«ed  or  expend  3d  in  changing  the 
grade' of  the  railroad;  also  that  no  part  of  the 
money  shall  be  expended  until  the  grade  of  said 
railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners, or  by  an  agreement  between  the 
city    and    the    New    York     &     New     England 


Railroad.  Now  I  wish  to  know  if  that 
$376,000  is  sufficient  to  extend  Swett  street  from 
Albany  street  to  the  railroad  on  this  side,  and 
from  Dorchester  avenue  to  the  railroad  on  the 
other  side,  what  are  to  be  the  definite  terms?  We 
should  know  something  about  it.  The  Alderman 
says  the  Com  oiittee  on  Streets  a~d  Street  Com- 
missioners will  "probablj  manage*'  some  way  to 
fix  this  with  the  railroad.  That  is,  you  provide  a 
certain  sum  of  money  to  extend  the  street  from 
one  point  to  another,  and  from  one  end  to  another 
point,  and  you  leave  a  space  between  the  two 
points  entirely  unsettled  and  unprovided  for. 
That  is  the  condition  of  the  ordei  as  it  is 
now.  Iu  seems  to  me  that  the  motion  to  re- 
fer to  the  cornruittee  is  a  proper  one;  that 
these  ameniments  should  be  considered  by  the 
committee  in  consultation  with  the  commission- 
ers, that  some  clenuite  explanation  of  all  these 
interests  may  be  made  and  we  may  understand 
the  exact  situation  of  this  affair.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, my  vision  is  too  obtuse  to  understand  this 
matter  "at  the  present  time.  I  am  not  willing  to 
vote  for  the  order  in  this  shape,  even  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  in  consultation  with  the  Street 
Commissioners  ma  j  probably  manage  some  way 
to  fix  the  matter  with  the  railroad. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — As  has  oeen  stated,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  have  had  this  matter  uuder  con- 
sideration for  the  past  three  years,  and  they,  as 
well  as  the  Street  Commissioners,  have  given" it  a 
great  deal  of  attention ;  but  until  the  past  year 
they  were  not  able  to  make  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments with  the  Harbor  Commissioners' in  regard 
to  the  displacement  of  tide  w  iter  ana  the  kind  of 
bridge  to  put  thijre.  Neither  have  they  been  able 
to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the 
abutters  for  the  price's  of  land  and  the  betterment 
to  be  received  for  the  construction  of  the  streets. 
During  the  past  year  satisfactory  arrangements 
were  made.  After  six  months'  work  by  the  com- 
missioners, in  consultation  with  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  accent  the 
terms  and  carry  out  this  project.  The  estimated 
cost  of  building  this  street  was  $476,000,  but  in 
that  was  included  $10,000  for  laud  to  be  given  to  us , 
and  $60,000  to  be  paid  as  betterments,  so  that  the 
reduction  of  $100,000  by  the  Council  places  it  pre- 
•isely  where  the  commissioners  originaUy 
estimated  it.  We  are  to  get  a  return  for 
money  expended,  the  agreements  are  all 
made  and  signed  and  in  City  Hall  todav. 
The  $40,000  worth  of  land  to  be  taker  in 
constructing  the  street  is  given  to  us ;  but  it  was  • 
necessary  in  making  the  estimates  to  put  in  the 
extreme  amount,  so  that  it  could  not  be  said  that 
they  had  put  in  false  estimates  for  the  purpose  of 
earrying  it  through  tbe  City  Council.  Tbe.e  is 
not  the  slightest  oojection  to  this  reduction; 
$376,000  is  all  that  it  was  proposed  to  spend  upon 
Swett  street.  So  much  for  amendment  first. 
Now  as  to  ameuameut  second.  The  lailroad  pays 
for  the  raising  of  the  grade.  That  is  the  la<? 
passed  by  the  Legislature  iu  1874:  it  is  made 
compulsory  on  the  railroad  to  raise  the  grade  of 
their  track  themselves,  or  lower  it,  if  that  is  agreed 
upon  by  the  company  and  the  city;  and  if  an 
agreement  caunot  be  made  the  whole  subject  is  to 
be  referred  lo  the  Railroad  Commissioners  upon 
the  application  of  either  party;  and  when  that 
board  fixes  the  grade  at  which'  the  railroad  shall 
cross,  either  over  or  under  the  street,  they  are  to 
change  the  grade  of  the  tracks  within  one  year  at 
their  own  expense. 

For  the  information  of  the  Board  the  Alderman 
read  the  act,  dwelling  with  stress  upon  the  section 
relating  to  the  change  of  grade  by  the  railroad, 
at  their  own  expense,  and  then  continued — 

This  street  has  been  deemed  of  sufficient  im- 
portance for  the  last  five  years  for  the  Legislature 
to  take  action  upon  it.  It"  is  not  a  subject  of  very 
little  importance,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
would  have  you  understand.  It  is  n't  to  be  sup- 
posed that  he  would  vote  for  it  either.  No  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  for  tbe  exteusiou  of  Swett 
street  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  him.  He  is 
apposed  to  it  all  through;  he  opposed  it  single- 
handed  in  the  last  Botrd,  and  ia  the  only  Alder- 
man in  the  present  Board  who  opposes  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  wa :  oue  of  four  Aldermen 
in  the  old  Board  who  voted  against  it. 

Alderman  Clark— I  retract  that  statement,  but 
he  is  certainly  the  only  member  of  this  Board  who 
opposes  it.  If  the  railroad  and  the  city  cannot 
agree  upon  a  grade  at  which  this  road  shall  cross 
their  tracks,  the  Railroad  Commissioners  ihave 
power  to  fix  the  grade.  That  is  one  of  the  statutes 
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of  the  State,  and  the  city  is  to  be  at  no  ex- 
pense for  making  the  change.  That  arrangement 
was  made  by  the  Legislature  in  1874  in  regard  to 
this  same  id'en'ical  street,  so  that  the  amendments 
which  have  been  attached  to  it  by  the  Council  are 
perfectly  pioper,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  carried 
out  by  whoever  ha-  the  work  of  constructing  the 
street  in  charge.  It  has  been  propo-ed  and  un- 
derstood that  this  street  was  to  be  built  m  ac- 
cordance with  the  statute  of  1874,  and  it  has  al- 
ways been  supposed  that  the  road  will  b  com- 
pelled to  do  eveiything  the  law  requires.  It  is  as 
plain  in  A  B  0  th^t  the  law  requires 
them  to  make  such  alterations  in  the 
grade  as  are  necessary.  We  havi  three  able  and 
discreet  Railroad  Commissioners;  tint  board  was 
created  for  just  such  purposes  a>  this.  When 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  between  a  com- 
munity and  a  rail)  pad  corporation  they  are  the 
parties  to  whom  we  look  lor  justice;  and  in  this 
case,  if  the  grade  cannot  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
city  and  the  corporation  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners have  power  to  fix  tue  grade,  and  the  rail- 
road is  compelled  by  the  statute  to  change  it  at 
their  own  expense.  So  this  second  proviso 
amounts  to  nothing.  We  accept  it,  but  it  was 
never  contemplated  to  have  the  lowering;  or  rais- 
ing the  grade  done  at  the  expense  of  die  city. 
Now,  tho  third  amendment  is  all  very  v^ell,  be- 
cause it  provides  that  no  money  shall  be  expend- 
ed until  the  grade  has  been  fixed  upon.  But  I  sub- 
mit whether  there  is  any  occasion  for  it.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  objection  to  it,  tor  no  committee 
would  construct  the  street  until  the  grade  of  the 
railroad  had  been  fixed  by  the  parties  in  interest, 
or  bv  the  order  of  the  Railroad  Commissioners,  it 
would  be  absurd  to  build  the  street  until  the  grade 
of  the  railroad  is  fixed.  The  committee  and 
Commissioners  on  Streets  are  unanimous  on  this 
subject  with  one  exception.  If  it  is  referred  to 
them,  they  could  do  nothing  different  from 
what  they  have  done.  If  we  appropriate  $100,000 
more  than  is  necessary  to  build  the  street  what  is 
left  goes  into  the  Sinking  Fund.  There  is  no  ring- 
here  between  the  Committee  and  Commissioners 
on  Streets.  If  we  save  $50,000  Jon  the  cost  we 
don't  propose  to  divide  it  among  ourselves.  But 
we  thought  it  was  better  to  make  a  large  estimate, 
and  they  made  it  precisely  the  same  as  though  they 
bad  not  got  the  agreement  from  the  abutters  to  pay 
$100,000  in  land  and  money.  The  reason  this 
•ourse  was  pursued  was  because  the  City  Solici- 
tor informed  the  committee  that  it  was  the  only 
way  the  committee  could  get  back  any  money  for 
betterments,  inasmuch  as  tide  water  flows  over  a 
great  part  of  the  line  of  this  street.  It  was  ques- 
tionable whether  the  city  would  have  a  right  to 
assess  betterments  where  tide  water  flows.  So  it 
was  thought  best  to  make  an  agreement  with  the 
abutters  to  pay  into  the  treasury  $00,000.  That 
agreement  is  iu  the  hands  of  the  city  offi- 
cials at  the  present  time.  I  don't  imagine 
there  is  any  occasion  to  go  into  an  argument 
in  regard  to  the  importance  of  this  stieet, 
It  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  past  Govern- 
ment, who  gave  it  a  very  careful  and  thorough  in- 
vestigation. Eight  Aldermen  out  of  twelve  voted 
for  it,  and  only  two  or  three  members  of  the 
Council  voted  agaiust  it  last  year.  Alderman 
Cutter,  who  has  borne  the  reputation  of  being 
economical  at  all  time-',  admitted  that  it  was  only 
a  matter  of  a  very  short  time  that  Swett  street 
would  bave  to  be  built.  He  acknowledged  the  im- 
poitance  of  it.  His  principal  objection  was  that 
the  amount  should  be  put  into  the  tax  levy  for  the 
coming  year.  I  should  oppose  paying  now  for  a 
street  that  is  to  benefit  future  generations.  I 
don't  believe  it  is  our  duty  to  pay  tor  such  tilings 
as  we  go  along.  But  there  are  certain  things  we 
should  pay  for.  But  such  a  way  as  Swett  street, 
that  i*  to  benefit  future  generations,  should  not 
be  paid  for  in  full  by  us.  This  will  im- 
prove hundreds  of  acres  now  lying  idle;  the 
lands  are  a  nuisance  and  a  breeder  of 
disease,  and  it  is  the  only  way  we  can 
successfully  take  the  sewage  from  the  Roxbury 
Canal  and  carry  it  to  deep  water.  The  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  is  waiting  tor  this  street  that 
be  may  carry  the  sewage  from  the  Roxbury  Ca- 
nal to  deep  water.  That  Roxbury  Canal  is  a  dis- 
grace, and  a  breeder  of  disease,  and  1  for  one  pro- 
test agaiDSt  the  Committee  on  Paving  al- 
lowing matter  to  be  taken  from  it  to  sprinkle  the 
streets  of  Boston,  as  it  is  nothing  more  than  a 
main  «ewer.  This  is  the  only  way  that  evil  can  be 
remedied.  The  importance  of  this  whole  subject  is 
admitted  by  all,  and  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  pass  upon  an  ap- 


propriation of  three  or  four  hui  died  thousand 
dollars  without  having  given  it  a  little  investiga- 
tion. Therefore  1  trust  that  the  requisite  number 
of  votes  will  be  obtained  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments, 

Alderman  Prescott— Even  after  the  explana- 
tions 1  do  not  understand  just  how  ths  matter 
presents  it-elf  before  us.  Does  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Stieets  mean  to  say  that 
$370,000  is  sufficient  to  carrv  this  street  tb tough, 
when  thev  first  asked  tor  $476,000?  Will  $370,000 
cover  the  whole  expense?  I  cannot  exactly  un- 
derstand that.  No  member  of  the  committee 
asked  to  have  the  appropriation  reduced,  and  vet 
the  cooimittee  say  it  is  all  right,  and  that 
they  will  manage  to  fix  the  thing  some 
way  or  th  otlr  r.  In  regard  to  raising 
the  grail  .  I  don't  understand  that  ic  was  to  be 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  railroad.  I  see  among 
the  estimates  of  the  majonty  of  the  committee 
(City  Document  No.  107, 1873,  p.  4),  the  following: 
For  filling  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  Hartford  & 
Erie  Railroad!  including  slopes  i,  13,(100  squares. 

at  $5 65,000 

Rip-rap   wall,   for  raising  railroad,  5000  square 

yards,  at  $1.50 7,500 

Displacement  of  tide  water  on  account  of  rais- 
ing railroad,  17,000  cubic  yards 6,375 

Railroad  bridge  over  Swett  street 20,227 

Estimate  of  land  damages 117,540 

Wooden  sluiceway  under  Swett  street 0,789 

raving    or  macadamizing    setting  edgestones 
fencing,  etc 87,000 

Why  is  it,  if  all  this  raising  of  the  grade  is  to  be 
done  by  the  raiboad,  that  these  items  are  in- 
cluded in  the  expense  of  extending  Swett  street? 

Alderman  Harris — Is  there  not  more  or  less 
doubt  as  to  the  solvency  of  the  railroad? 

Alderman  Prescott— There,  undoubtedly  is,  and 
for  that  reason  it  seems  to  be  unwise  to  redtupe  the 
appropriation  ft  on  $470,000  to  $376,000.  The  in- 
dividuals themselves  may  not  all  be  solvent, 
although  they  are  under  a  specific  bond  to  pay 
$60,000, 

Alderman  Harris — We  have  a  lien  on  rhe  land. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  land  pays  it. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  very  much  question  that. 
1  see  nothing  of  tne  kind  in  tnis  bond,  I  have 
heard  of  one  or  two  cases  where  the  city  has 
mortgages  to  tecii'e  itself.  The  bond  itself  seems 
to  me  to  be  insufficient. 

Alderman  Harris— Does  the  gentleman  under- 
stand that  there  are  mortgages  held  by  the  city 
on  the  land  ? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  understand  that  one  or 
two  parties  are  in  a  position  similar  to  that  of  the 
railroad,  and  the  city  has  taken  a  mortgage  to  se- 
cure the  payment.  It  has  been  told  me  that  these 
second  mortgages  would  be  good  because  of  the 
enhanced  value  of  the  land.  That  is  problemat- 
ical. It  still  seems  to  me  that  this  should  be  re- 
feired  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  ascertain 
whether  they  need  $476,000  or  $376,000. 

Alderman  Clark— The  $376,000  is  enough  to  build 
the  stieet  from  beginning  to  end,  and  it  can  be 
done  for  a  great  deal  less,  when  men  apply  to 
do  filling  at  $4  a  square  yard,  that  was  estimated 
at  $6.  We  asked  ror  the  outside  cost  because  we 
did  not  want  to  come  back  to  the  city  again.  We 
shall  get  back  a  large  amount  in  betterments 
also. 

Alderman  Prescott— Has  it  been  the  custom  to 
include  in  an  estimate  for  laving  out  a  street  the 
amount  to  be  received  in  betterments? 

Alfierman  Clark — Universally,  and  the  amount 
so  received  goes  into  the  sinking  fund  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  city.  In  this  case  the  betterments 
are  agreed  to  be  paid  beforehand.  It  may  he 
that  the  bonds  are  not  good,  and  that  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  the  City  Solicitor  are  not 
shrewd  men,  but  the  bonds  are  to  be  made  to 
their  satisfaction.  These  estimates  aie  exceed- 
ingly liberal ;  I  hope  the  street  wilt  be  built  for 
$300,000.  We  cannot  afford  to  wan  till  the  wharves 
are  built,  and  the  streets  are  extended.  The  pop- 
ulation of  South  Boston,  Roxbury  and  the  South 
End  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  means  of  com- 
munication is  needed.  The  entire  work,  even  if  we 
have  to  pay  for  raising  the  grade,  will,  I  believe, 
be  less  than  $376,000. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost; — yeas  2,  nays  10 — 
Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Prescott  voting  yea. 

Alderman  Worthington  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  he  was  about  to 
do  the  same  thing,  and  desired  to  place 
himself  upon  record  as  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  Swett  street  at  the  present 
time.    He    did    not    consider    that    the    matter 
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had  received  careful  attention ;  it  was  brought  in 
at  the  la>,t  meeting  of  the  last  Board  and  went  to 
the  other  branch  to  be  acted  upon  with  several 
other  important  matters,  and  it  was  left  as  a  lega- 
cy to  this  Government  to  provide  the  means. 
Certainly  no  measure  had  ever  been  pressed  by 
interested  parties  as  this  one  had  been,  by  land 
owners  on  South  Bay.  He  believed  the  amount 
agreed  to  be  contributed  by  the  abutters  but  a 
mere  pittance  of  what  they  should  pay. 

Alderman  Clark  admitted  that  it  would  enhaace 
the  value  of  laud,  but  it  would  also  increase  the 
taxable  property  of  the  city,  and  no  one  would  be 
a  greater  gainer  by  it  than  the  city.  If  the  street 
had  been  built  five  years  ago  they  would  almost 
have  saved  the  expense  by  the  increased  valua- 
tion of  land  in  South  Boston  and  the  Highlands, 
The  street  was  necessary  to  allow  the  easy  ap- 
proach to  South  Boston  by  the  ste-m  fire  engines 
in  case  of  a  conflagration. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  there  are  eight  engines 
already  in  South  Boston. 

Alderman  Clark  said  they  might  have  a  great 
conflagration  there,  and  the  Fire  Commissioners 
do  not  wait  long  before  sounding  a  second  and 
third  alarm,  and  they  want  the  means  to  get  the 
engines  there  rapidly. 

The  amendments  weie  concurred  i,: — yeas  10, 
nays  2 — Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Prescott  voting 
nay 

Amotion  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  made  by 
Alderman  Clark,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,. was 
lost. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

ELECTIONS. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  A  report  came  from  the 
other  branch  nominating  James  L.  Little,  Isaac  T. 
Campbell,  Alanson  Bigelow  and  Heniy  W.  Picker- 
ing, and  Washington  L.  Prescott  (to  fill  vacancy) 
as  Overseers  of  Poor.  The  report  was  accepted  in 
concurrence,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy 
the  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Aldermen  Quincy 
and  Prescott  were  appointed  a  committee  to  col- 
lect and  court  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

James  L.  Little 12 

Isaac  T.  Campbell 12 

Alanson  Bigelow —  12 

Henry  W.  Pickering 12 

Washington  L.  Prescott 12 

And  they  were  declared  elected.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

Inspector  of  Lighters.  Certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion by  the  Common  Council  of  Charles  C.  Davis 
as  a  Weigher  and  Inspector  of  Lighters  in  place 
of  John  C.  Brooks,  chosen  by  this  branch.  Alder- 
men Harris  and  Pope  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    Thev  repoited — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

John  C'.  Brooks  had 2 

Charles  C.  Davis 10 

and  Mr.  Davis  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

JAIL   EXPENSES   FOB  MARCH. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  f 2C68.76,  being  the  expenses  of 
the  jail  for  Maich.    Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

THE  JURY   LIST. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City 
Clerk,  tiansmitting  the  revised  list  of  jurors  for 
acceptance  by  the  Board  and  transmission  to  the 
Common  Council.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

4.1derroau  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  leports  as  follows: 

Innholder's  License  Granted  —  Herman  Saal- 
waechter,  22  Hudson  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted  —  Dennis  Plynn, 
211  Cambridge  street;  William  Tyler,  333%  Han- 
over street;  Dennis  F.  Comee,  348  Charles  street. 

Victualler's  License  Refused— Alansou  C.  Dwi- 
nell,  361  Shawmut  avenue. 

Innholder's  License  Refused— Owen  Coughlin,  77 
Harvard  street. 

Hack  License  Granted— T.  Lane,  corner  of 
Paris  and  Meiidiau  streets,  East  Boston. 

Amusement  License  Granted — Robert  Pearson, 
to  exhibit  panorama  of  Jerusalem  at  Pine  street 
Church. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Samuel  Roach,  578 
Washington  street  (live  billiard  tables  and  ten 
bowling  alleys);  Samuel  Roach,  corner  Portland 
and  Sudbury  street  (eight  bowling  alleys);  Mar- 
shall   Lincoln,  501    Washington    street     (sixteen 


billiard  tables);  George  R.  dishing,  New  EnglaDd 
House,  Blackstone  strtet. 

Billiard  License  Transferred — Hicks  &  Bullock, 
75  Court  street,  to  S.  M.  S.  Pratt. 

License  to  deal  in  Second-hand  Articles  Trans- 
ferred- John  Fitzgerald,  275  Federal  street,  to 
Stephen  A.  O'Rourke. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  as  a  dealer  in  junk 
and  second-hand  articles  heretofore  granted  to 
Daniel  Lynch  at  72  Lincoln  street  be  and  is  hereby 
revoked  for  cause. 

Ret.d  twice  and  pzs^ed. 

STREET  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Aldevman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  board,  submitted  the  fol'owing: 

Older  to  pay  Jonn  Keene  §416  for  land  taken 
and  damages  occasioned  by  laving  out  and  widen- 
ing of  Charles  street,  in  Ward  16.  Read-twice  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  $800  be  and  the  same  hereby  is 
abated  from  the  betterment  of  §2200  assessed  by 
the  Board  of  Stceet  Commissioners,  Dec.  10, 1874, 
upon  the  estate  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Tiie5ton 
"on  Purchase  street,  next  estate  west  of  a»  estate 
of  the  Episcoiial  City  Mission"  tor  the  widening 
of  said  Purchase  street,  a  portion  of  said  estate 
having-  been  previously  assessed  to  the  amount 
herein  abated  as  an  estate  of  said  neiis  -'on  Pur- 
chase street  next  east  of  an  estate  of  Mary  Tile- 
ston's  heirs. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  that  §20  be  and  the  same  hereby  is 
abated  from  the  betterment  assessment  of  §100 
laid  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
of  Jan.  30, 1875,  upon  the  estate  of  Edward  Per- 
kins, 219  and  221  Franklin  street,  for  the  widening 
and  extension  of  said  street — the  tame  having 
been  erroneously  assessed—  leaving  the  better- 
ment for  said  Perkins  to  pay  at  §80. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 


Alderman  Harris,  tor  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Samuei  Brad- 
strept.  et  at.,  with  an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing 
on  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M..  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  a  sewer  m  Park  street, 
Charlestown,  between  Call  street  and  City  square. 
Order  passed. 

THE  RENUMBERING   OF    WASHINGTON  STREET. 

Alderman  Power  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  order  directing  the 
Superintendent  of  Stieets  to  renumbci  Washing- 
ton street  from  Haymarket  square  to  such  a  uoint 
in  West  Roxbui'y  as  may  be  lequired  by 
public  convenience:  and  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  remonstrances  against  the  same ; 
and  to  wnotn  was  also  referred  the  petition  of 
Charles  E.  Hall  &  Co.  et  ah,  that  the  name  of 
Charlestown  street  be  changed  to  Washington 
street  and  be  renumbered,  submitted  leports 
recommending  that  the  petitioners  and  remon- 
strants have  leave  to  withdraw,  and  that  the  order 
be  passed.  The  reports  were  accepted  and  the 
order  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Hanis— What  expense  does  the  re- 
numbering of  Washington  street  involve? 

Alo er mail  Foner — The  committee  are  unable  to 
say  just  what  expense  it  wdl  involve  either  to  the 
city  or  to  the  citizens. 

Alnermau  Harris— Do  the  abutters  for  it? 

Aid;  i  nia'i  Power— It  is  simply  tne  putting  on  of 
a  number,  and  thai  is  generally  done  by  the 
owners  or  occupants  of  estates  at  tlu.r  own  ex- 
pense. 

The  Chairman— The  order  does  not  contemplate 
anv  expense. 

Alderman  Hams— Can  it  be  done  without  anv 
expense?  C  n  the  Superintendent  of  S.reetsdo 
tins  work  without  incurring  more  or  less  ex- 
pense? 

The  Chairman— In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair, 
there  should  be  some  appropriation  named  for 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  befo.e  ihe  order  is 
pass  d. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  committee  had  thought 
it  was  going  to  involve  them  in  an  oxpeuiliture 
they  would  nave  put  it  in  the  order.  The  change 
isgeneralh  made  iv  the  owners  and  abutters  em 
the  street.  The  number  of  the  estate  is  indicated 
on  the  record,  and  the  owners  of  the  estates R«t 
their  estates  from  tin  office.  1  think  there  's  a 
law  which  compels  the  city  to  put  a  certain  kind 
of  number  and  they  generally  use  a  small  lead 
figure,  though  thev'  are  hardly  ever  compelled!  to 
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do  that,  if  they  are,  and  any  money  is  required, 
they  will  come  in  here  for  it. 
The  order  was  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Elizabeth  A  1).  Bissett,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Havre  street.    Accepted. 

Repoits  recommending  the  granting,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  of  petitions  of  M.  Uriuan  &  Co. 
and  John  McDermott,  Jr.,  for  letive  to  move 
wooden  buildings.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  on  oetition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany, tor  locations  in  Summer,  Lincoln,  and 
Beach  street-:,  with  an  older  of  ijotice  for  a  public 
hearing  on  Monday,  April  12,  at  four  o'clock  P.M., 
to  all  parties  objs-cting.    Order  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Thomas  S.  Smith  ct  al.. 
with  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  renumber  South  Market  street,  com- 
mencing at  Merchants'  row,  and  numbering  by 
consecutive  numbers  to  Commercial  street. 

Alderman  Power  asked  that  the  older  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Harris— Do  I  understand  that  the 
numbers  are  to  commence  on  Merchants'  row?  f 
think  tbty  begia  at  Commercial  stieet  now. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  believe  that  is  the  case. 
The  street  lias  been  extended  towards  Atlantic 
avenue,  and  this  reverses  the  numbers  so  that 
thev  will  be  continued  on  the  extension. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

PERMITS  TO  BUILD. 

Alderman  Pope,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted  re- 
ports on  petitions  of  Fitchburg  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, tor  leave  to  erect  wooden  building  on  their 
bridge  over  Charles  River;  and  Jamaica  Plain 
Gaslight  Comoany,  for  leave  to  erect  wooden 
building  near  Williams  street,  Ward  17;  Severally 
recommending  the  passage  of  orders  authorizing 
the  issue  of  such  permits,  according  to  applica- 
tions on  file  in  thf  department  for  the  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings.    Orders  read  once. 

STA11LES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  the  granting  of  the  follow- 
ing petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables:  V.  F.  & 
A.  Tracy,  southeast  corner  C;istle  street  and 
Sbawinu't  avenue;  Nathaniel  Whittier,  Arcadia 
street,  foot  of  Atherton,  Ward  15;  C.  E.  Stevens, 
private  court  off  Cambridge,  near  North  Beacon 
street;  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for  extension  of 
time  in  which  to  build  a  stable  on  Culvert  street. 

Also  renort  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  A.  S.  Lewis  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  estab- 
lish a  lying-in  hospital  at  110  Court  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD. 

Alderman  Preseott  ptesented  communications 
from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  as  follows : 

Asking  for  authority  to  locate  post  hydrants  in 
different  sections  of  the  city  as  may  bt  deemed 
expedient  after  consultation  with  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

Asking  for  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  to  pay 
for  pipe  already  contracted  for  the  extension  of 
the  water  supply  in  Ward?  17  and  19.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  down. 

The  board  also  presented  a  communication  in 
relation  to  the  recent  oroer  appropriating  $1,500,- 
000  for  an  additional  supply  of  water,  etc.  It  was 
supposed  when  this  order  was  drawn  (and  the 
members  of  the  Water  Board  understood  the  City 
Solicitor  so  to  decide)  that  the  board  would  have 
authority  unon  iis  passage  to  place  the  whole 
work  under  contiact,  and  the  appropriation  was 
to  be  used  in  making  payments  on  accounts  (to 
cover  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  year),  an  ad- 
ditional loan  to  be  made  -//hen  the  above  sum  be- 
came exhausted.  Since  the  preparation  of  the 
work  for  contract  has  been  begun  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  the  Solicitor  that  the  board  has  no 
authority  to  make  contracts  in  amount  exceeding 
the  actual  ?ppropriations  granted  by  the  City 
Council.  It  is  essential  to  the  prompt  and  eco- 
nomical performance  of  the  work  that  the  board 
should  not  be  restricted  in  their  authority  to  con- 
tract for  doing  those  things  which  the  City  Coun- 
cil has  already  authorized  them  to  do,  and  they 
would  therefore  request  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  to  enable  them  to  proceed  with  the  work 
in  the  manner  best  calculated  to  secure  the  inter- 


ests of  the  city.    Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  the  Noithampton-street  Dis- 
trict, to  whom  were  referred  the  notices  from  J. 
E.  Fitzgerald,  Walter  Farn^worth,  James  E.  Root 
and  E.  J.  JOhnson,  owners  in  part  of  certain 
estates  on  said  district,  setting  forth  that  tiny  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  assessments  for  laising  the 
grade  of  tbeit.estates,  and  offeiing  to  surrender 
said  estates  to  the  city  as  provided  in  the  fourth 
section  of  chapter  310  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  1873,  having  considered  the  subject, 
beg  leave  to  ie;iort,  that  it  appears  from  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor,  which  i~  appended  here- 
to, that  it  is  ntcessary  for  all  parties  having  any 
legal  interest  in  the  estates  to  join  in  the  notice 
before  the  city  can  proceed  to  tak5  the  property 
as  provided  in  the  act.  As  all  the  notices  thus  far 
received  are  incomplete,  a  portion  only  of  the  par- 
ties in  interest  having  joined  in  theui,  no  further 
action  is  necessary  at  this  time  on  the  part  of  the 
Cltv  Council.  For  the  committee, 

S.  B.  Stebbins,  Chairman. 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  2  Pemberton  ) 

Square,  Boston,  March  17, 1875.     ) 

Mr.  Alderman  Stebbins:  Dear  Sir — To  avoid  all 
questions  of  the  city's  right  to  take  real  estate  in 
the  Northampton-street  District,  under  chapter 
340  of  the  acts  of  1873,  it  will  be  advisable  not  to 
proceed  to  take  any  estate  unless  the  notice  re- 
quired by  section  1  is  given  by  all  the  patties  who 
have  any  legal  interest  in  the  estate,  whether  in 
fee  simple,  ui  der  lease,  mortgage  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  Healy  concurs  in  the  above. 
Respectfully  yours, 

C.  F.  Kittredge, 

Assistant  City  Solicitor. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

SALE  OF  BAGGAGE. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Special  Committee 
on  Petition  of  Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  for 
leave  to  sell  unclaimed  baggage,  reported  that  the 
baggage  had  been  examined  March  16,  i.nd  the 
sale  thereof  approved.    Accepted. 

annexation  of  brookline. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Mattei  s  be  requested  to  have  the  city  represented 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  on 
Towns  in  support  of  the  petition  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  town  of  Brootiliue  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  offer  that  older  by  re- 
quest of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters,  because  there  is  a  petition  before 
the  Legislature  from  certain  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Biookline,  atkiDg  that  an  act  for  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  town  to  Boston  may  again  be  submitted 
to  the  people.  'A  hearing  has  been  assigned  for 
next  week.  Last  year,  when  a  similar  petition 
was  before  the  Legislature,  Governor  Gaston,  who 
was  counsel  for  the  remonstrants,  objected  to  the 
appearance  of  the  committee,  because  the  City 
Council  had  never  authorized  them  to  appear. 
The  objection  was  finally  overruled,  and  the  com- 
mittee were  allowed  to  appear  and  conduct  the 
examination  as  they  thought  proper.  This  order 
is  offered  that  the  city  may  be  propeily  represent- 
ed at  the  hearing. 

Alderman  Power— Do  I  understand  that  the 
representatives  of  the  city  are  to  appear  in  sup- 
port ot  the  petition  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins — In  support  of  it— yes,  sir. 

Al dei man  Power — I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  an- 
nexation ot  any  more  territory  to  Boston,  particu- 
larly a  territory  as  heavily  in  debt  as  that  town  is. 
I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  should  be  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  annexation  of  any  other  territory  be- 
sides Biookline,  which,  owing  to  its  peculiar  situ- 
ation, I  think  it  is  best  to  take  if  the  town  wishes 
to  come. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed — 
yeas  10,  nays  2;  Aldermen  Harris  and  Power  vot- 
ing nay. 

Sent  down. 

EXTRA  SERVICES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police 
officer,  for  extra  services,  amounting  to  $25,  and 
chargeable  to  the  appropriation  tor  salaries,  be 
allowed  for  payment  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
the  same  having  been  approved  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. 
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Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  NEW    CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Qui ncy  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  eight  o'clock 
P.  M.,  for  tbe  puri  ose  of  considering  the  new 
draft  of  the  charter  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Harris  moved  a  recon- 
sideration of  tbe  vote,  stating  that  if  it  prevailed 
he  should  move  to  adjourn  till  tomorrow  at  10  A. 
M.,  wiien  they  could  come  in  with  clear  brains 
and.  endeavor  to  comprehend  this  important  mat- 
ter of  the  city  charter. 

The  motion  was  lost — 5  for,  7  against. 

STREET-SWEEPING  MACHINES. 

Alderman  "Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  of  Henry 
N.  Stone  eight  street-sweeping  machines,  at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  $400  for  each  of  said  machines ; 
and  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  appro- 
priation ior  Health. 

Read  once. 

INSPECTORS  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  who  were  ordered  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  accepting  chapter  29  of  the  acts  of 
1875,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Appoint- 
ment of  Inspectors  of  Provisions  in  Cities  and 
Towns,"  reported  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee said  act  should  be  accepted  by  the  city. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
on  the  acceptance  of  the  act. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  an  explanation  of  the 
act,  and  Alderman  Worthington  replied  that  there 
was  scarcely  any  change  ifrom  the  present  act, 
but  is  a  little  more  strenuous,  and  defines  the 
duties  ot  Inspectors  a  little  more  plainly.  It  ap- 
plies to  cities  and  towns,  while  the  present  act 
applies  only  to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  if  it  repeals  the  pres- 
ent law  or  increased  the  force. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  repealed  the 
present  law,  but  does  not  alter  the  force  in  Boston. 


The  Chairman  read  the  act  for  the  information 
of  the  Board,  and  the  act  was  accepted. 
Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

Report,  on  petition  of  Thomas  A.  Kelly,  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  to  his  horse  and  vehicle,  by  de- 
fect in  Ninth  street,  that  petitioner-  has  accepted 
$50  in  fall  settlement  of  his  claim.    Accepted. 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  Charles  R.  Classen,  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  to  his  wife,  by 
a  fall  on  the  ice  in  Exchange  street;  and  L.  M. 
Wood,  to  be  compensated  tor  personal  injuries 
received  by  his  child  on  account  of  a  panic  in  the 
Franklin  School.    Severally  accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

BRIGHTON  DISTRICT  COURT. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Oraered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  a  water  closet 
and  urinal  for  the  apartment  occupied  by  the  Mu- 
nicipal Court,  Brighton  District;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  that 
no  action  be  taken  by  any  agent  of  the  city,  in 
the  construction  of  Swett  street,  until  further 
order  of  the  City  Council,  was  taken  from  the 
table,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington 
it  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WHOLE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board  took 
a  recess  till  eight  o'clock.  At  rive  minutes  past 
eight  o'clock  the  Board  reassembled  and  west  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  Alderman  O'Brien  in  the 
chair,  to  discuss  the  new  draft  of  the  city  charter. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  session  in  committee,  Al- 
derman O'Brien  reported  that  they  had  discussed 
several  amendments  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Board  adjourned 
to  4  o'clock  tomorrow  afternoon,  to  go  iuto  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  new  charter. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    33,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

Five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  tbe  United 
States  District  Court. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbios,  the  Board 
went  into  committee  of  tbe  whole  on  the  new 
draft  of  the  city  charter,  Alderman  Quincy  in  the 
chair. 

The  committee  remained  in  session  until  nearly 
ten  o'clock,  when  they  rose,  and  Alderman  Quincy 
reported  to  tbe  Board  that  ninety-two  sections  of 
the  charter  had  been  considered. 

Sections  83,  84,  85  and  86  (relating  to  tbe  office  of 
City  Treasurer)  had  been  passed  over  on  motion  of 
Aldeinian  Burrage,  who  submitted  amendments 
making  the  treasurer  and  Collector  separate  offi- 
cers and  prescribing  their  duties. 

Tbe  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  Board  adjourned  till  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 
tomorrow  to  continue  the  discussion  of  the  char- 
ter in  committee  of  the  whole. 


MARCH    34,    1875. 


Adjourned  meeting  at  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  Al- 
derman Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 
Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following : 


Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  offei  a  reward  of  $1000  for 
the  arrest  or  the  detection  and  apprehension  of 
tbe  person  who  murdered  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Bing- 
ham, at  her  residence  in  East  Boston,  on  the  22d 
instant;  said  sum,  if  paid,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appi  opriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott, 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Patrick  "Woods, 
for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Nor- 
folk avenue  to  Hampden  street,  corner  of  George. 

John  Cavanagh,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  f  torn  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  O  streets 
to  Sixth  street. 

REPORT. 

Alderman  Power,  for  tie  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  John  Cavanagli, 
for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building,  recommend- 
ing that  it  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions. 
Accepted. 

THE  NF.W  CHARTER. 

The  Board  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  new  draft  of  the  city  charter,  Alderman 
Quincy  in  the  chair.  The  committee  continued 
in  session  until  about  half-past  nine  o'clock,  when 
tbey  rose,  and  Alderman  Quincy  reported  to  the 
Board  that  they  had  considered  as  far  as  the  121st 
section,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again.  Tbe  report 
was  accepted. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  Monday  afternoon 
next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    35,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  P.M.,  HalseyJ. 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  cbaii. 

PAPERS  FR  M  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  George  F.  Milliken  et  al. ;  notice  of 
Roxbnry  Institute  for  Savings,  and  requests  of 
Cochituate  Water  Bo?.rd .     Severally  referred. 

Report  that  Thomas  A.  Kelley  has  accepted  $50 
as  his  claim  for  injuries  to  his  horse  and  vehicle 
from  a  defect  in  Ninth  street.    Accepted. 

Repoits  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  of  L. 
M.  Wood,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  sus- 
tained by  bis  child  at  the  Franklin  School,  and 
of  Charles  R.  Classen,  to  be  compensated  for  in- 
juries to  his  wife  from  a  fall  in  Exchange  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  uecessary  on  notices  of 
J.  E.  Fitzgerald. and  o.hersof  dissatisfaction  with 
assessment  for  improvement  of  Northampton- 
street  District.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  bill  of  John  L.  Cook, 
police  officer,  for  $25.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Report  and  older  to  accept  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  inspectois  of  provisions 
in  cities  and  towns."  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  order  to 
stay  proceedings  on  Swett-street  district.  Placed 
on  file. 

Certificate  of  the  electiou,  by  tbe  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, to  James  L.  Little,  Isaac  T.  Campbell, 
Alahsou  Bigelow  and  Henry  W.  Pickering  as 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  three  years,  aud  of 
Washington  L.  Prescott  to  fill  a  vacancy.  The 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot;  Messrs.  Sprague  of 
Ward  4,  Power  of  Ward  22,  and  Osborne  of  Ward 
8,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive,  sort  and 
count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 48 

Necessarv  to  a  choice 25 

For  three  years. 

James  L  Little 45 

Isaac  T.  Campbell 48 


Alanson  Bigelow 48 

Henry  W.  Pickering 48 

Washington  L.  Prescott 1 

Marcella  Carpenter 1 

Lydia  M.  Warner 0 

To  fill  vacancy. 

Washington  L.  Prescott 36 

Marcellus  Carpenter 12 

And  one  ballot  bearing  the  same  name  twice 
and  not  counted. 

aud  Messrs.  Little,  Campbell,  Bigelow,  Pickering 
and  Prescott  were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Message  from  the  Mayo' ,  that  he  finds  it  impos- 
sible to  secure  the  services  of  competeut  persons 
as  gas  rommissioneis  without  compensation,  aud 
order  auiboriziiis  the  Mayor  to  compensate  said 
commissioners,  the  amount  of  said  compensation 
and  all  other  expenses  incurred  in  the  investiga- 
tion not  to  exceed  S5000.  The  communication  was 
placed  on  file,  aud  the  order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Order  for  the  city  to  be  repiesented  in  support 
of  the  petition  for  the  annexation  ot  Brookfine. 
Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  .Mayor  to  petition  for 
authority  to  appoint  a  Tire  Inspector  (City  Doc. 
No.  39, 1875.)  Laid  on  the  table  temporarily,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14. 

Li-t  ot  jurors  for  1S75.    Accepted. 

THE  ANNUA1  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  orders  on  estimates  of  Auditor  of  Accounts 
(City  Doc.  No.  37,1875),  viz..  "Au  order  relating 
to  tiie  specific  appropriation?  fortberiuanci  lyear 
1875-6" j  "Orders  laying  a  specific  tax  to  defray 
the  expenses  ot  tbe  city'of  Boston  and  tbe  county 
of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1875-6,  and  pro- 
viding foi  interest  ou  non-payment  of  same.'' 
weie  tak  n  up  out  of  the  regular  order,  under  a 
suspension  of  tbe  mles,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Samp- 
son of  Ward  10. 

The  several  items  of  the  appiopriations  were 
read  by  the  Presideut,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
following  discussious  occurred. 

Fire  I)cpa>imc)it.  $691,080.  Mr.  Hones  of  Ward 
11—1  move  that  $105,230  be  deducted  from  the  es- 
timate of  the  Fire  Department  aud  added  to  that 
for  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Tbe  point  is 
this :  At  present  the  Fue  Department  are  charged 
$105,230  for  water  which,  it  seems  to  me.  is 
an  extraordinary  pi  ice,  to  say  the  least,  and 
one  which  properly  comes  under  the  bead 
of  water  works.  In  the  estimate  of  the 
Water    Board     this     amount     appears     as    in- 
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come  for  water,  when  it  is  merely  a  transfer  of 
one  part  of  tbe  income  of  the  city  fiom  one 
l>0"ket  into  another.  I,  and  I  think  almost  anv 
member  or  the  Council,  would  prefer  to  see  every 
department  of  the  City  Government  stand  on  its) 
own  bottom.  If  the  Water  Board  is  making 
money,  let  it  do  so,  but  it  would  be  far  better  to 
have  the  actual  income  put  down  as  such  and  not 
have  a  fictitious  piofit  entered,  a?  is  now  the 
case. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  hardly  think  there  is 
any  need  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  preach- 
ing economy  for  the  Fire  Department.  One  mem- 
ber of  the  commission  is  looking  after  that  al- 
ready. The  ordinance  requires  the  Water  Boa*d 
to  charge  the  Fire  Department  for  the  use  ot  the 
water  and  for  the  care  of  the  pipes,  hydrants,  etc. 
To  make  a  change  in  the  system  you  must  change 
the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Howes  withdrew  the  motion. 

Hovse  of  Correction,  $U8,ooo.  Mr.  Clarke  of 
Ward  15  asked  for  ir  formation  in  regard  to  the 
proposed  expenditure  of  $18,000  for  sewing  ma- 
chines, etc. 

Mr.  vVhitinore  ot  Ward  4 — 1  .as  about  to  move 
to  retime  [that  item  $18,000,  and  do  so  now.  I 
fiiidjn  City  Document  No.  32  that  thi>  sum  is  to 
be  used  tor  "sewing  machines  and  trimmings  for 
contract  work."  Imove  to  reduce  the  amount  to 
$100,000  and  to  transfer  the  $18,000  to  the  Reset  ved 
Fund.  My  reason  is  this- I  desire  to  be  brief  a  pos- 
sthli .  l  will  avoid  tiny  remarks  about  the  way  that 
convict  labor  is  employed  at  tbe  House  ot' Cor- 
rection. But  I  wish  to'eall  attention  to  this  fact: 
The  use  of  sewing  machines  at  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection li  is  been  gieatly  increase.:!  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  ami  this  appropriation  is  to 
add  more  machines  and  turn  all  the  female  labor 
into  this  branch  of  industry.  There  has  been  and 
is  a  great  deal  of  opposition  to  this  form  of  labor 
at  the  Hour e  of  Correction;  and  a  petition  has 
been  presented  to  the  Legislature,  and  one  hear- 
ing Ins  been  held  and  another  will  be  given  on 
Monday,  in  regaid  to  the  passage  of  a  bill  forbid- 
ding the  use  of-  convict  labor  in  Houses 
of  Correction  and  prisons  any  branch  of 
industry  which  compete  specially  with  female  la- 
bor. I  think  the  subject,  deserves  careful  consid- 
eration, and  1  desire  to  bring  forward  some  facts 
to  show  that,  the  system  is  wroug,  thoimh  at  pres- 
ent I  only  desire  to  show  that  it  is  much  objected 
to.  While  it  is  under  consideration  by  the  Legis- 
ture  it  seems  wise  and  prudent  not  to  extend  it 
f  ..i  ther,  but  to  trai.sfer  this  sum  to  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  determine  what  action -it  is  best,  to  take 
in  the  matter.  1  don't  desire  to  have  it  stricken 
out  entirely,  but  to  transfer  it  to  the  Reserved 
Fund  so  that  the  directors  will  not  buy  more  sew- 
ing machines  at  present. 

Mr.  Whitmore  sent  to  the  Chair  the  following, 
which  was  read  by  the  President: 

"To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston— 
The  undersigne  I,  President  of  the  Bostou  Noith- 
E  ni  Mission,  respectfully  represents  to  your  body 
that  at  the  House  of  Correction  in  Bostou  convict 
labor  is  largely  employed  in  manufacturing  cloth- 
ing. That  the  sewing  women  of  this  city  are  ob- 
liged to  compete  with  tlu  labor  thus  tendered, 
and  that  this  convict  labor  is  placed  at  a  price 
much  lees  than  other  labor  has  commanded  and 
ought  to  obtain.  That  he  is  informed  that  a  large 
appropriation  is  ai  ked  for  this  year,  to  enable 
more  r-ewing  machines  to  be  placed  in  said  Mouse 
of  Correction,  so  as  to  increase  the  amount  of  con- 
vict labor,  thus  competing  with  honest  work- 
women. That  a  healing  has  been  had  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  Legislature,  and  an  act  is  uuder 
co  sHleratiou,  prohibiting  throughout  the  St?te 
any  employment  of  convict  labor  in  th°  branches 
of  industry  especially  suitable  to  females. 

"Therefore  be  respectfully  asks  that  no  such  ap^ 
propriation  be  made  for  the  purpose  named,  until 
at  least  the  Legislature  has  considered  the  mat- 
ter. Eben  Touiwke." 

tor.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— The  general  subject  of 
employing  convict  labor  J-serves  a  longer  discus- 
sion thin  th  time  allowed  this  eveuinjr  will  per- 
mit, and  I  will  merely  state  that  the  matter  came 
befoie  the  Finance  Committee,  a-  d  the  President 
of  tbe  Board  of  Directors  made  a  statement  show- 
ing that  this  mode  of  employing  convicts  was 
most  expedient.  If  we  have  directors  for  these 
instit  tions  we  certainly  ought  to  trust  something 
to  th  ir  discretion.  I  am  informed  that  the  num- 
ber of  convicts  employed  is  not  so  large  as  is  em- 
ployed by  some  of  our  manufacturers  of  clothing, 
and  that  the  effect  upon  the  market  is  a  mere 
drop    in     the     bucket.       One   of   the    greatest 


problems  of  political  economy  is  to  keep  the 
people  at  work.  Th  -se  who  get  into  the  House  of 
Correction  are  usually  people  who  are  unwilling 
to  work;  audi  believe  that  all  this  talk  against 
the  gener  j  1  employment  of  convicts  is  intended 
for  political  effect. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  neartily  agree  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  tbe  geutleman  from 
Ward  4.  It  has  given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  feel- 
ing and  I  think  the  whole  management  of  that 
matter  is  entirely  wrong.  The  suggestion  is  very 
proper  and  this  matter  should  lie  over  for  future 
consideration.  1  don't  wish  to  talK  about  a  cat  in 
the  meal,  but  1  know  enough  about  the  purchas- 
ing of  tho.-e  sewing  machines. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  was  in  hopes  some  of 
the  eoniniitt  e  would  explain  this  mattei.  This 
appropriation  was  made  before  I  took  my  seat  in 
the  Board.  If  there  is  anyway  this  matter  can 
be  heltl  in  abeyance  I  shall  not  object. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  stated,  I  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  tiansfer  it,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  tres- 
pas-r  longer  on  the  time  of  the  Council  this  eve'i- 
ing.  This  appropriation  may  be  illegal,  and  I 
merely  desire  to  transfer  it,  and  will  retrain  fiom 
any  general  remarks. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — I  hope  the  matter  will 
be  postponed.  1  set  there  is  an  item  of  $10,000 
income  rom  the  House  of  Correction,  and  that 
the  O  vet  seers  of  the  Poor  have  asked  for  $40,000 
additional.  I  think  that  may  have  something  to 
do  with  it. 

The  President  said  the  Arditor  of  Accounts,  Mr. 
Turner,  had  suggested  that  a  clause  might  be  in- 
serted oroviding  that  no  expenditure  sbail  be 
made  for  sewing  machines  and  contract  hiiing 
work  except  by  co  sent  of  the  City  Conned. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  accepted  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  adopted. 

Registration  of  loters  and  Election  Expenses, 
825,000.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— In  looking 
oier  City  Document  No  32, 1  find  1*7500  fo.  salaries 
of  Registrars  and  $4000  for  salaries  of  Assistant 
Registrars.  I  merely  want  to  ask  what  the  ex- 
penses for  Assistant  Registrars  were  last  year. 
There  is  no  committee  fo  revise  <iie  estimates  of 
the  Registrars.  The  Finance  Committee  say  they 
have  given  this  matter  a  careful  investigation,  and 
I  suppose  some  one  appeared  before  them.  I 
notice  that  $1000  has  been  spared  from  the  clerk 
hire  of  the  City  Clerk,  so  that  it  would  appear  that 
the  reaistiation  of  voter  heretofore  cost  only  that 
sum.  I  want  to  know  what  the  estimate  is  based  on. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— In  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  I  can  only 
say  lhat  we  had  no  knowledge  of  what  last  year's 
expenses  were.  The  matter  can  be  explained  by 
the  Auditor  who  is  present. 

Mr.  Turner,  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  (general 
consent  being  given)  said— The  Board  of  Registra- 
tion of  Voters  was  established  last  year.  The  ap- 
propriation for  that  department  has  heretofore 
been  charged  to  salaries,  Assessors'  Department, 
and  to  printing  and  stationery.  The  salaries  "of 
the  ward  officers  and  Regi  trars  are  established 
by  the  City  Council,  the  Assistant  Registrars  are 
paid  so  much  per  diem  by  law. 

Mi-.  Fitzgerald— I  Tvanttoknow  the  actual  ex- 
pense L.st  year  for  the  assistant  registrars  and 
upon  what  tne  estimate  for  this  year  is  based. 
They  must  be  based  on  something's  compared 
with  last  year. 

Mr.  Turner— The  monthly  exhibit  of  the  Audi- 
tor gives  a  statement  of  the  expenses  of  this  de- 
partment up  to  the  1st  of  March  of  this  year.  The 
estimate  for  this  year  is  based  upon' increased 
expenditures  caused  principally  by  the  increase 
of  the  number  of  wards,  which  will  call  for  mote 
mocey  for  notifications  by  the  City  Clerk,  pay  of 
ward  officers  and  inspectors.  It  was  also  thought 
that  there  might  be  a  special  election  on  the  city 
charter,  which  would  involve  an  increase  of  ex- 
penses over  last  year.  Th^  items  appear  upon  the 
books  in  my  office. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald--I  don't  like  to  be  captious ;  out 
my  question  is  not  answered  yet.  I  wanted  to 
know  how  much  was  paid  the  Assistant  Registrars 
last  year.  Th«  law  provides  they  shall  meet  so 
many  evenings  before  the  election  in  some  con- 
venient place,  and  I  want  to  know  how  much  was 
spent  last  year  for  that  purpose.  It  cannot  cost 
more  this  year  then  last.  I  notice  that  the  esti- 
mates of  every  other  department  are  revised  by 
some  committee,  but  there  is  no  committee  on 
this  department.  Somebody  must  have  investi- 
gated this  item.  I  know  it  is  usual  to  gobble 
up  all  the  a ppropi rations  and  take  them  to  the 
Auditor,  but  no  one  appears  to  have  looked  thi* 
over. 
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Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— I  don't  think  the  last  re- 
marks are  justified.  If  money  appropriated  re- 
mains unexpended.it  goes  back  into  the  treasury. 
I  think  we  are  dealing  with  honest  men. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  don't  wish  to  be  understood 
as  making  captious  insinuations  agamst  any  par- 
ticular department.  Ifvhatthe  gentleman  says 
is  always  true,  there  might  be  no  need  of  any 
supervision  of  any  estimates — and  the  committee 
seems  to  have  acted  upon  this  very  principle. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
talking  for  buncombe,  or  something  else.  Every 
bill  is  parsed  upon  by  the  Auditor,  and  not  a  cent 
can  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  till  the  Auditor  ap- 
proves it.    I  am  willing  to  trust  the  Auditor. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  don't  talk  for  buncombe.  I 
hope  nobody  will  measure  me  by  his  own  bushel. 
I  ask  for  information.  Very  little  buncombe  can 
be  made  out  of  this.  It  is  too  hard.  If  I  had 
talked  about  sewing  machines  I  might  have  made 
buncombe. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— We  have  just  passed  the 
oi  oer  to  Extend  Swett  street  at  a  cost  of  $376,000, 
with  scarcely  any  debate.  The  gentleman  approved 
that ;.  it  is  his  favorite  pioject.  I  am  willing  to 
trust  this  to  the  Auditor. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  merely  asked  tor  information. 
I  did  n't  think  it  would  take  so  much  lime ;  but  it 
cannot  be  answered. 

Mr.  Turner— The  reason  this  appropriation  does 
not  go  to  a  committee  is  because  the  estimates  are 
based  upon  the  laws  passed  by  the  City  Council. 
Nobody  can  spend  the  money  without  warrant 
of  law.  Somejthree  or  four  thousand  dollars  is 
put  in  in  expectaiion  that  there  will  be  a  special 
election,  and  thar,  the  wards  will  be  increased. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— It  is  n't  that  particular  appro- 
priation I  speak  of  at  all.  It  is  the  expense  of  the 
Assistant  Registrars  of  Voteislspeak  of,  la«t  year. 
I  want  to  know  upon  what  it  is  based,  and  noth- 
ing more. 

Mt.  Turner— The  Registrars  of  voters  v  ill  this 
year  be  compelled  10  pay  for  a  duplicate,  copy  of 
the  Assessors'  books. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— That  is  another  item  altogether. 
But  this  $4000  is  an  item  of  salaries.  I  want  to 
know  what  the  Assistant  Registrars  of  Voters 
cost  last  yeai,  and  what  the  estimate  for  this  year 
is  based  on. 

The  several  order,  were  read  a  tecond  time  and 
passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK. 

At  eight  o'clock  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  culled  for 
the  special  assignment,  namely,  order  authoriz- 
ing the  Mavor  to  petition  for  an  act  for  the  pur- 
chase or  taking  of  lant  s  within  the  city  for  public 
parks,  and  for  the  assessment  of  betterments  on 
adjoining  lands  benefited;  no  expenditure  to  be 
made  without  authority  from  the  Legislatuic  for 
the  purchase  or  improvement  of  laid,  exceeding 
the  sums  raised  by  taxation,  appropriated  by  the 
City  Council,  and  received  by  betterment,  said 
act  not  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  by  a  majori- 
ty of  the  legal  voters  at  toe  next  State  election, 
with  amendments  pioposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10  asked  to  have  it  post- 
poned awhile  till  the  annual  appropriations  were 
acted  on,  as  they  were  very  important, 

Mr.  Shaw  sari  he  had  given  way  several  times, 
but  this  matter,  which  he  felt  was  specially  in  his 
charge,  should  be  considered,  and  under  the  cir- 
cumstances he  hopetl  it  would  not  be  postponed. 
He  knew  there  was  to  be  some  discussion  on  the 
management  of  one  department  which  would  take 
gome  time. 

Mr.  Sampson  suggested  balf-past  eight  as  the 
hour  to  take  up  the  special  assignment.  Mr.  Saaw 
withdrew  his  objectiou  and  the  order  was  tempo- 
rarily laid  on  the  table. 

The  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  and  passed 
upon,  and  then,  on  motiou  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward 
14,  the  order  relating  to  the  public  nark  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  considered.  The  question  was 
on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Word  0— In  order  that  all  the 
amendments  may  come  before  the  Council  at  one 
time,  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman fiom  Wild  9  [Mr.  Peabody]  as  follows: 

St'ike  out  "no  money  shall  be  expended  either 
in  the  purchase  or  improvement  of  said  parks  un- 
less authorized  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  oi  the  City 
Council." 

Amend  by  inserting  after  "provided  further 
that,"  the  words  "no  land  shall  be  purchased  or 
otherwise  taken  foi  said  parks,  and  no  money  ex- 
pended either  in  their  purchase  or  improvement 
unless  authorized  bv  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the 
City  Council."    I  shall  have  a    word    to   say  on 


those  amendments   when  they   come   before  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Mr.  President — I  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  commission  appoint- 
ed last  year  to  consider  the  subject  of  "Public 
Parks"  for  our  city,  and  havu  g  given  that  sub- 
ject veiy  much  thought  and  attention,  and  having 
been  appointed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor  as  one  of 
the  special  committee  of  that  commission,  it  may 
not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  state  the  position  in 
which  the  mattei  stands.  1  regret  very  much  that 
mv  health  at  this  time  is,  and  for  a  few  weeks 
past  has  been,  such  that  I  feel  that  I  cannot  do 
this  subject — of  so  much  impoitance  as  it  is  to  the 
present  ana  future  of  Boston — the  justice  which 
it  demands.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Council  in  my  attempt. 

The  first  move  in  the  City  Government  looking 
to  the  establishment  of  public  parks  was  made  in 
1869,  upon  the  petition  of  Gardner  Brewer  &  Co., 
John  S.  Wright  &  Co.,  Francis  Skinner  &  Co., 
George  C.  Richardson  &  Co.,  Faulkner,  Kimball 
&  Co.,  Dale  Brothers  &  Co.,  Leland,  Allen  & 
Bates,  Kidder,  Peabo.ly  &  Co.,  Blake  Brothers  & 
Co.,  William  F.  Weld,  Franklin  Haven,  George 
Tyler  Bigelow  and  a  very  large  number  of  others, 
citizens  of  Boston,  and  a  joint  special  committee 
of  the  City  Council  was  appointed  to  hear  the 
parties  and  all  others  interested  and  to  report  the 
result  ot  their  deliberations.  The  committee  con- 
sisted of  Aldermen  Benjamin  James,  Moses  Fair- 
banks, Albert  S.  Pratt,  and  Councilmen  William 
Hobbs,  Jr..  James  M.  Keith.  F.  A.  Osborn,  Thom- 
as L.  Jenks  and  M.  E.  Ingalls ;  who  after  repeated 
hearings,  repoi ted  unanimously  in  favor  ot  the 
measure.  [Mr.  Slmw  read  the  repoit  and  the 
order  for  a  special  commitcee  on  the  subject ] 
The  names  of  some  of  tnose  who  appeared  before 
and  addressed  the  committee  are  as  follows :  Mar- 
shal P.  u'ildtr,  Tnomas  Lamb,  George  B.  lTptou, 
George  B.  Emerson,  Albeit  Si»e,  Elizur  Wright, 
E.  H."  Derby,  C.  M.  Hovev,  F.  S.  Merrut,  Otis 
Clapp,  W.  H.  Moriarty,  James  Houghton,  H.  B. 
Sargent,  George  Clark,  Jr.,  Uriel  H.  Crocker, 
George  W.  Messinger. 

This  order  passed  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council  wiihout  opposition,  and  was  approved  by 
Mayor  Suuitlett'.  An  act  was  passed  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  1S70.  That  act  upon  its  final  reading 
was  amended  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause requir- 
ing a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  people  oo  its  accept- 
ance; the  reason  of  which  amendment  :as  that 
the  oiiffinal  bill  contained  a  condition  that  the 
commission  provided  for  should  be  a  mixed  one, 
to  be  appointed  partly  by  tne  State  and  partly  by 
the  city.  This  feature  of  the  act  was  obnoxious  to 
many  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  who  favored  pub- 
lic parks,  but  who  felt  that  Boston  should  manage 
the  detail  required  in  tbe  control  of  her  public 
grounds  by  hi  r  own  authorities,  upon  the  same 
principles  as  were  always  granted  to  all  other  cit- 
ies and  towns. 

Aud  the  act,  though  favored  by9233voteis  to 
5916  against  it,  was  defeated.  '  Sixty-three  of 
every  one  hundred  voting  said  "  Yes,"  whiie  the 
remaining  forty-seven  said  "Vo";  thirteen  wards 
voted  ••  Yes,"  and  but  three  wauls  voi  d  "No." 
The  valuation  of  the  wards  voting  "  Yes,"  was 
$584,000,000,  ami  those  voting  "No?  $60,000,000. 
Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  whole  valuation  recorded 
itself*  in  favoi  of  the  mea  tire,  and  but  ten  per 
cent,  iu  opposition.  Siuce  then,  from  time  to 
time,  the  matter  has  been  often  suggested,  espe- 
cially >i  ace  tii.  annexation  of  the  beautiful  •rerri- 
torv  contained  within  the  lines  of  Brighton  and 
YVlst  Roxbury, but  no  active  steps  have  been 
taken  by  the  City  Government,  excepting  that  an 
order  calling  for  the  appointment  off. "Joint 
Special  Committee  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  sib  je  t  of  establishing  one  or  more  parks*1 
was  oassed  in  ihe  Common  Council  iu  Noveuinei. 
1873,  with  one  dissenting  voice,  and  tne  committee 
ou  tie  part  of  the  Council  appointed.  The  order 
went  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  was  rhe:e 
laid  on  the  table  by  the  same  party  wno 
now  is  the  chief  leader  iii  the  present  opposition  : 
aim  it  then  being  so  near  the  end  of  that  year,  the 
order  was  allowed  to  sleep  there.  But  it  wes  not 
the  sleep  of  death:  it  was  that 

Gentle  sleep  which  waketh  with  the  morn. 
As  peeps  the  sun  from  eastern  shore 
With  bright  effulgent  rays. 
And  the  result  of  the  city  election  of    December, 
187S,  gave  to  us  a  Mayor, whose  wide-awake  and 
comprehensive  views  allowed  no  dead  wood  about 
his  premises.    His  Honor  Mayor  Cobb,  in  his  in- 
augural message  delivered  oil   the  assembling  of 
the  City  Council  in  January  last,  strongly  advo- 
cated the  laying  out  of  puolic  parks,    [Mr.  Shaw 
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read  the  section  referred  to.]  Tub  message,  in 
conform'ty  with  the  usual  custom,  was  referred 
to  a  joint  special  committee  of  the  City  Council, 
wno  recommended  the  reference  of  the  sub- 
ject to  a  commission.  The  recommendation  of 
the  committee  /.as  adopted  by  the  City  Council, 
and  Al  lermeia  John  T.  Clark  and  James  Power, 
and  Couuciluicii  George  A.  Shaw,  James  I.  Flynn, 
and  Halsey  I,  Boardman  werechoseu,  and  Messrs. 
Richard  Frothiiigham,  Dr.  Edward  H.  Clarke  and 
Willram  Cray,  Jr.,  were  appointed  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  thus  creating  a  commission  of  nine 
persons.  Said  commission  organized  ro  Jur.e  with 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  as  chairman,  and  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  consisting  of  Messrs.  Giay, 
Clarke,  Frotbingharn  and  Shaw,  to  arrange  for 
and  give  public  hearings.  Notict-s  were  published 
iu  the  daily  papers,  and  several  hearings  were  had 
whkh  were  largely  attended,  and  were  fully  re- 
ported in  the  papers  of  the  day.  All  classes  and 
occupations  were  represented,  and  very  gi  eat  in- 
terest was  manifested  on  the  subject.  Not  a  sin- 
gle individual  appeared  before  the  committee  in 
opposition,  while  a  large  number  of  eminent  citi- 
zens addressed  iheni,  urging  strongly  the  adoption 
by  the  City  Government  of  such'  measures  as 
would  lead  to  the  creation  of  public  parks  and 
driveways  in  and  about  the  city. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  complained  that  there  was 
so  much  noise  in  the  anteroom  he  could  not  hear. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  suggested  that  the 
City  Messengei  be  directed  10  request  the  absent 
members  to  come  in. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  moved  that  the  door  be 
closed  and  the  gentleman  allowed  to  proceed. 

The  motion  was  (allied,  and  Mi.  Shaw  contin- 
ued— 

The  committee  during  the  summer  and  fall  gave 
personal  attention  to  the  surroundings  of  the  ciry, 
and  unanimously  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
Boston  does  not  require  a  single  large  "central 
pork"  ;  that  the  saape  of  the  ciiy  doi  s  not  permit 
it,  nor  would  it  answer  our  purposes;  that  we 
need  many  open  spaces  in  various  parts  of  the 
city  ;  a  sei  ies  of  paiks  of  various  shapes  and  sizes 
where  the  land  may  be  lound  best  litte  i  for  them, 
connected  by  broad  driveways,  and  accessible  to 
the  ma-sc  of  the  community.  A  single  member 
of  the  commission  desired  to'  be  placed  upon  the 
records  "as  assenting  in  general  terms  to  the 
statements  contained  in  the  re,  ort,  but  in  opposi- 
tion to  any  measure  involving  "the  expenditure  of 
money  for  i he  purpose  of  la.ving  out  public  parks 
at  this  time."  The  comrniitee  made  their  report 
on  the  25  h  of  NoveniDer  last,  and  on  the  3d  of 
December  it  was  submitted  to  the  Council  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayot  (b'-'ing  City  Doc.  No.  11)5). 
It  being  at  that  time  very  late  in  the  year  and  so 
near  the  close  of  the  business,  that  no  aetiou  was 
taken  by  the  Council  to  push  forward  the  mea- 
sure; but  upon  the  incoming  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernment his  Honor  the  Mayor  again  sailed  atien- 
(ion  to  the  measure  i.i  the  following  unmistakable 
language.  [Mr.  Shaw  read  an  extract  from  the 
Mayor's  inaugural  of  1875.]  And  we  have  1  ow  be- 
fore us  an  order  which  has,  after  the  most  careful 
consideration,  passed  the  othei  branch  of  the 
Council  notwithstanding  the  persistent  opposition 
of  one  member  of  the  commission  to  whom  I  shall 
hereafter  refer. 

Mr.  Jnques  of  Ward  9  reftrred  to  the  sixteenth 
rule  (limrtrng  speeches  to  fifteen  minutes),  and 
moved  that  Mr.  Shaw  have  leave  to  piint  the  re- 
mainder of  his  remarks  in  the  official  record.  As 
there  was  likely  to  be  a  gi  eat  deal  of  discussion, 
the  rule  should  be  enforced. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  had  had  a  vote  of  the  Council 
allowing  him  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  10  thought  it  was  but  co'iiie- 
sy  to  Mr.  Shaw  to  allow  him  to  prejent  his  vi-ws 
at  length,  as  he  had  been  industriously  collecting- 
statistics  on  the  subject.  As  Mr.  Shaw  had  gi i  en 
way  on  former  occasions,  I  e  hoped  the  Council 
would  make  a  suitable  return  bv  straining  couite- 
sj  to  the  utmost. 

Mr.  Jaques  would  not  press  hrs  motion ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  considered  as  a  favor  by  the 
speaker,  who  said  he  spoke  with  difficulty.    , 

Mr.  Frtzgerald  moved  ;hat  tne  rule  limiting 
speeches  10  fifteen  minutes  be  suspended  and  that 
the  gentleman  havf  all  the  time  he  needs  to  de- 
liver hrs  speech.  His  statistics  wrll  be  of  great 
use  to  the  other  members  of  tae  Council. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Jaque  s  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  motion  of  Mr.  fc'itzgerald  was  adopted,  and 
Mr.  Shaw,  after  returning  his  sincere  thanks  to 
the  Council,  saying  he  desired  to  deliver  his  sta- 
tistics in  his  own  way,  c  mlinued — 


Now  let  us  revert  to  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sion (oi  which  is  founded  the  order  before  us),  the 
statements  contained  in  which  cannot  be  con- 
troverted and  are  of  extraordinary  significance  in 
a  financial  sense,  and  which  if  judged  oy  impartial 
minds  must  cispel  at  oi.ee  the  flimsy  argument 
raised  by  the  few  individuals  who  for  reasons  best 
known  to  themselves  attempt  to  thtow  a  stumbling 
block  in  the  way  of  improvements  demanded  by 
the  people,  in  the  exercise  of  their  oesr  iudgincnt, 
and  which  we  as  their  representatives  are  bound 
to  aid  the. n  in  obtaining.  A.,  this  report  is  in 
possession  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  I  will 
call  special  at'entiou  but  to  some  brief  extracts, 
chit-fly  statistical.    The  imputation  of  seven  of  the 

Eiiocipal  cities  of  the  United  States  and  the  runn- 
er of  acres  devoted  to  public  parks  is  as  follows : 

Acres  of 
1870.  1875.  Parke. 

1.  New  York 942,292  1,040,000  1.358 

2.  Philadelphia 6747022  775,000         3,074 

3.  Brooklyn 896.099  450,000  5511 

4.  Chicago 208,077  385,000  1,807 

5.  St.  Louis 450,000 

6.  Boston 250,520  375,000  115 

7.  Baltimore 207,354  350,000  771 

The  city  of   Boston,  the  sixth  in  population  and 

the  second  iu  valuation  in  the  United  States,  has 
but  115  acres  of  public  grounds  within  its  limits. 
The  laying  out  of  Central  Park,  New  York,  sum 
commenced  in  1857,  and  may  now  be  said  to  be 
finished. 

When  it  was  begun  the  real  estate  valua- 
tion of  the  city  was $452,343,033 

Iu  1S74  (the  island  alone) 858,641,680 

An  increase  iu  seventeen  years  of $506.208.507 


Equal  to  143  per  cent. 

The  increase  tor  the  same  time,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  three  wards  lying  around  the  park,  lias 
been  $2117,399,173,  equal  to  ninety-one  per  cent., 
while  for  the  thiee  adjacent  wards  it  has  been 
$208,899,424.  equal  to  768  per  cent.,  and  more 
than  two-fifths  of  the  inciease  of  the  whole  city. 
Brooklyn. 

Work  was  actually  commenced  on  Prospect  Puk 
in  1860. 

The  real  estate  valuation  of  the  city  at  that  ti  me, 
not  including  the  wards  adjacent  to  the  park,  was 
$93,000,000;  it  rs  now  $151,000,000,  an  increase  of 
62  per  cent. ;  the  valuation  of  the  adjoining  wards 
was  S30,000,000,  and  is  now  $G5,000,000,  an  increase 
of  117  per  cent. 

The  cost  to  date  has  been  about  $9,000,000  for 
Jand  aud  construction. 

Philadelphia. 

The  Paik  Commission  was  appointed  in  18G7. 

The  outlay  has  been  for  land $5,737,000 

For  improvements 1 .500,000 

$7,237,000 
The  real-estatejvaluation  of  the  city  in  1868 

was $445,563,321 

Iu  1874 530,003,602 

Anincreaseof $93,440,281 


Equal  to  21  per  cent.;  while  the  increase  in  the 
neigh borhood  of  the  park  has  besn  over  400  per 
cent. 

Baltimore. 

Iu  1860,  Druid  Hill,  containing  685  acres,  was  in- 
augurated. The  increase  in  the  valuation  of  the 
whole  city,  from  1860  to  1874,  has  been  69  per  cent. ; 
the  increase  of  the  lands  adjoining  the  park  has 
been  over  400  per  cent.  Tbe  cost  to  this  time  has 
been— 
For  land $575,0ou 

'•  improvements,  about 1,200,080 


$1,775,000 


Chicago. 
The  parks  here,  conoprisiog  nearly  2000  acres, 
were  commenced  in  1868.  The  increase  in  the 
valuation  of  the  city  since  that  time  has  been  34 
per  cett. ;  in  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  parks 
the  increase  has  averaged  400  per  cent. 
The  cost  to  date  has  been — 

For  land $3,603,475 

"    improvements 2,629,278 

$6,232,753 


And  this,  notwithstanding  that,  in  1871,  70,000 
people  were  burned  out. 

It  thus  appears  that  while  the  increase  of  the 
cities  has  ranged  from  21  to  143  per  cent.,  the  in- 
crease of  the  lands  adjoining  their  parks  has 
ranged  f  torn  117  to  768  per  cent. 
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While  it  would  not  be  just  to  say  that  this  re- 
markable growth  in  the  vicinity  of  these  parks 
has  been  entiiely  owii  g  to  their  establishment, 
enough,  remain?,  after  all  reasonable  deductions 
shall  have  been  maoe,to  show  that  they  have  been 
sources  of  large  pecuniary  profit  to  the.  communi- 
ties in  which  they  are  situated. 

The  following  table  gives  the  real-estate  valua- 
tion of  the  different  cities  when  their  parks  were 
commenced  : 

New  York $352,343,033 

Brooklyn  . . . . : 123,000,000 

Philadelphia 445,5(53,321 

Baltimore 131,540,072 

Chicago 174,505,410 

Boston,  with  a  real -estate  valuation  of 
$554,200,150,  has  yet  to  take  the  first  step  in 
this  Direction. 

The  lateness  of  the  hour  compels  me  to  omit  a 
great  variety  of  interesting  statistical  information 
which  I  have  collected,  but  which  will  be  pub- 
lished in  another  form. 

The  Registrar  ot  Boston,  in  his  annual  report 
for  1873,  comments  on  the  vital  statistics,  which 
he  presents. 

This  serious  aspect  ot  the  death  rate  in  Boston, 
to  which  he  has  so  earnestly  cplled  the  attention 
of  its  citizens,  will  b-'ecme  still  more  serious  in 
the  future,  and  in  a  future  that  is  close  at  hand,  if 
the  teuitory  which  we  have  de-cribed  is  not  laid 
out  with  wise  forethought.  There  is  no  part  of  the 
city  as  constituted  today  that  requires  more  care- 
ful sanitary  engineering  than  this.  It  should  not 
be  forgotten,  moreover,  than  an  infecied  and  un- 
healthy district  poisons  the  air  for  miles  around 
it. 

Boston  has  paid  more  attention  to  ii  tellectuai 
and  less  to  physical  education— on  which,  to  be  of 
use,  all  the  former  mustbe  based — than  any  city  in 
the  country.  She  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  a 
community  to  be  truly  strong  must  be  strong  in 
every  way ;  that  the  strength  of  the  whole  is  meas- 
ured by  that  of  the  weakest  part.  It  is  not  euough 
in  these  days  to  be  nearer  by  two  hundred  miies 
to  Liverpool,  if  we  have  no  truuK  free  to  the  West; 
it  is  not  enoutih  to  widen  and  straighten  our 
streets,  unless  we  can  compel  the  business  to  till 
them.  Nor  is  it  enough  to  nave  the  best  common 
schools  on  the  continent,  and  lo  add  to  them  con- 
servatories of  music,  schools  of  design,  and  art 
musetims,  unless  at  the  same  time  provision  be 
made  for  that  physical  culture,  which  fresh  air 
and  the  opportunities  for  out-door  life  alone  can 
give. 

The  fact  that  every  day's  delay  will  add  so  gteat- 
ly  to  the  cost  should  compel  immediate  action.  A 
city,  to  keep  its  rank,  cannot  afford  to  postpone 
inevitable  improvements.  All  experience  shows 
that  the  tendency  of  the  population  is  toward  the 
cities;  year  by  year,  in  the  older  parts  of  the 
country,  the  villages  and  smaller  towns,  unless 
supported  by  manufactuiing,  are  dwindling;  the 
cities  grow  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  rest.  Cen- 
tralization is  the  type  of  the  age.  Recognizing 
this  fact,  what  shall  we  do?  The  answer  is  plain. 
Make  the  cities  in  all  ways  healthful  and  beauti- 
ful. Bring  in  pure  water.  Provide  at  any  cost 
such  a  system  of  sewerage  that  not  a  single'death 
can  be  laid  at  that  door.  And.  cheapest  of  all,  see 
to  it  in  time  that  purs  air  shall  he  within  the 
reach  of  all  within  your  limits. 

Nothing  is  so  costly  as  sickness  and  disease; 
nothing  so  cheap  as  health.  Whatever  promotes 
the  former  is  the  worst  sort  of  extravagance; 
whatever  fosters  the  latter  is  the  truest  economy. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  argue  the  truth  of  these 
propositions;  thev  are  self-evident.  We  apply 
them  to  ourselves  and  to  our  families,  but  are  apt 
to  forget  that  they  are  equally  applicable  to  the 
community  as  a  whole.  Whatever  iocreases  dis- 
ease is  a  heavier  tax  than  any  other  on  the  re- 
sources of  a  city;  whatever  prevents  it,  ami 
brings  in  health,  yields  a  laiger  return  than  any 
other  investment. 

That  report  is  signed  by  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  John 
T.  Clark,  George  A.  Shaw,  James  J.  Flyun,  H.  J. 
Boardmnn,  Richard  Frothing  ham,  Edward  H. 
Clarke,  William  Gray,  Jr. 

I  have  heretofore  adverted  to  the  fact  that  but 
one  member  of  the  commission  opposed  the 
measuie  and  he  in  his  own  words  says 
"while  assenting  in  general  terms"  he  opposes 
"the  expenditure  ot  money  at  this  time" 
Now  as  the  o:  der  'cefore  us  provides  for  no 
expenditure  of  money  at  this  time,  and  as  none  is 
contemplated  at  this  time,  and  none  can  be  ap- 
propriated without  the  vote  of  the  City  Council, 
oven  that  weak  opposition    is   a  total  failure,  and 


is  but  another  of  the  devices  ot  the  opponents  of 
public  improvements.  I  call  attention  to  this  fact 
so  the,t  the  people  who  sect  us  here  may  not  be 
deceived  by  the  artful  codgers  who  whisper  un- 
founded insinuations  into  their  ears,  of  increased 
taxation  in  unpropitious  times.  I  believe  that  tQe 
members  of  this  Council  aie  men  ot  good  sense 
and  judgment,  and  are  not  to  be  beguiled  from 
the  discharge  ot  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  con- 
stitueats  and  the  public  by  false  theories  or  base- 
less calculations. 

The  parks  of  London  are  as  follows :  Battersea, 
185  acres;  Hyde  Park,  390  acres;  St.  James,  83 
acres;  Regent's,  450  acres;  Victoiia,  300  acres; 
Gieen  Park,  70  acres;  Kennmgton,  12  acre; ;  Ken- 
sington Garden,  360  acres ;  Primrose  Hill, 50  acres; 
Greenwich,  200  acres;  and  Richmond  Hill  Park, 
established  within  a  lew  years,  of  2353  acres,  mak- 
ing 4453  acres  of  parks. 

The  parks  of  Paris  are  the  Bois  de  Boulogne. 
Neuilly,  Montmartre,  Vincennes,  Grand  Park  St, 
Cloud,  large  park  at  Vercailles,  j.ark  at  Meudon, 
and  the  Grand  Park  at  Rambouillet  (the  famous 
resort  of  kings  and  princes),  containing 3000  acies, 
and  to.e  woods  ao joining  contain  upwards  of  30,- 
000  acres;  while  Boston,  the  "Athens  of  America," 
the  seat  of  learning,  of  intelligence,  of  ai  c  and  sci- 
,  ence,  resting  under  the  very  eaves  of  Harvard 
College,  has  but  115  acres  of  public  grounds  con- 
secrated to  the  health,  comfort  and  convenience 
of  her  375,000  inhabitants. 

Mr.  President,  of  what  avail  is  all  ber  learning 
when  weighed  in  the  bala>  ce  of  the  physical  ne- 
cessities of  her  people,  and  found  wanting?  We 
devote  millions  for  educational  purposes,  and 
properly  so,  and  with  a  most  liberal  hand ;  but  our 
sanitary  jequirements,  the  life-giving  foundation 
of  physical  structure,  is  lamentably,  and  I  am  al- 
most afraid  criminally,  neglected."  Onr  nublic  li- 
braiy  has  already  cost  the  city  about  $532,000,  to 
say  nothing  ot  the  branches  at  South  Boston,  East 
Boston,  Dorchester,  Chariest, wd  and  Brighton 
and  costs  upwards  of  $100  00l|ter  annum  in  addi- 
tion to  carry  it  on.  The  City  Hospital  cost  up  to 
last  year  $502,000,  and  the  additional  appropria- 
tion was  $190,000,  making  $692,000,  and  it  cost  in 
addition  to  all  this  $120,000  last  year  to  carry  it  on, 
while  it  can  accommodate  but  atiout  200  patients. 
Our  school  appropr'acion  for  last  year  was,  for 
running  expenses,  $1,865,720,  or  more  than  four 
times  as  much  as  in  1S56,  when  the  amount  was 
$441,139.  It  cost,  in  1856,  $12.27  for  each  scholar, 
while  last  year  it  was  $37.32,  or  more  than  three 
times  as  much,  and  including  tost  of  seboolliouses 
the  amount  to  each  scholar  was  $49.07. 

Tois  is  all  right  and  staads  as  an  honor  to  the 
city.  But  shall  we  neglect  or  .bridge  the  first 
principles  by  which  our  lives  and  the  lives  of 
those  who  are  thp  nearest  and  dearest  to  us  and 
ot  i he  whole  commuuity  arc  sustained?  AVe  read 
day  &fter  day  reports  from  our  honorable  Street 
Commissioners  beginuiug  as  follows:  "Wheieas, 
the  safety  and  convenience  of  the  people  requires 
that"  such  and  such  a  street  shall  be  widened  or 
extended,  etc.  Now  It  tis  say  the  health  of  ths 
people,  which  certainly  is  paramount,  requires 
breathing  places,  as  of  the  highest  importance  to 
them.  Millions  are  appropriate  i  and  spent  yearly 
for  the  former.  Now  let  us  consider  whether 
something  more  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  latter.  We  put  millions  into  the  pockets  of 
the  already  millionnaire  by  tliese  improvements  to 
their  estates:  let  us  put  the  invigorating  and  life- 
" preserving  influences  of  fresh  air  into  the  lungs 
of  the  crowded  populace,  lich  and  pool . 

I  will  read  with  your  permission,  sir.  some  brief 
extracts  from  sources  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
much  interest  to  those  desiring  to  oe  w«  11  Inform* 
ed  on  this  important  subject.  [Mr.  Shaw  read  from 
the  report  of  the  the  State  Board  of  Health  made 
to  the  Legislature  in  1870, 1871 ,  1872. 1873 :  the  Speech 
of  ex-Governor  Clifford  befoie  the  Li  gislature  of 
1865;  City  Document  No.  28,  1809.  report  of  com- 
missioners on  annexation  of  Dorchester;  City 
Document  No.  48,  1873,  report  of  City  Registrar; 
from  a  report  of  U.  H.  Crocker's  plan;  noma 
speech  by  Frederick  Law  Olmstead ;  elder  Quincy, 
Mayor  from  1823  to  1829,  Josiab  Quincy  .Ir.'s 
Memorial  to  the  Legislature  (House  Document 
228);  Mayor  Gaston's  inaugural  1871,  report  of 
Special  Committee  of  the  Legislature  on  the 
South  Boston  Flats;  City  Document  No.  89.  18W. 
"Franklin  Fund :"  and  to  the  report  of  Harvard 
College,  "Arnold  Arboretum."] 

Mr.  President,  there  is  another  little  m>tter 
which  I  want  briefly  to  call  after tion  to.  i  refer 
to  the  Franklin  Fluid.  The  substance  of  it  is  that 
Franklin  gave  a  thousand  pounds,  which  were  to 
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be  kept  by  ceitain  trustees  of  the  city  until  they 
reached  i;ioo,OOt>.  In  fifteen  yi  ars  from  today 
that  fund  oi  more  than  halt  a  million  dollars  will 
be  ready  to  be  appropriated  for  public  parks.  The 
money  is  to  be  used,  by  the  terms  of  the  will,  "in 
public  works,  which  may  be  judged  of  most  gen- 
eral utility  to  the  inhabitants,  such  as  fortifica- 
tions, bridges,  aqueducts,  public  buildings,  baths, 
pavements,  or  whatever  may  make  living  in  the 
town  more  convenient  to  its  people  aid  render  it 
more  agreeable  to  strangers  resorting  thither  for 
health  or  temporary  residence,"  Ana  public 
parks  aie  for  the  convenience  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Shaw  then  explained  the,  plan  of  the  Ar- 
nold Arboretum  on  cue  liussey  farm,  as  provided 
by  the  will  oi  James  Arnold  ot  New  Bedford,  and 
to  the  well  known  prophecy  of  tin  elder  Quincy 
in  regard  to  the  value  of  the  Market-street  prop- 
erty, and  then  continued — 

Air.  President,  let  me  here  mention  some  of 
the  points  of  interest  in  our  suburbs  which  would 
be  reached  by  the  proposed  series  of  parks,  con- 
nected by  broad  driveways,  or  boulevards,  as  con- 
templated by  the  report  of  the  commission,  all  of 
which  are  attractive  to  oui  people  and  to  stran- 

fers  visiting  us,  and  which  would  he  rendered  a 
nousand  times  more  so  if  proper  and  judicious 
means  are  applied  to  their  care  and  cultivation. 
Say,  Commencing  at  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir, 
thence  diverging  to  the  north  by  wayof  Corey's  Hill 
perhaps,  in  llrookline,  passing  ueai  interesting 
ponds  in  Brighton,  the  ar>enal  grounds,  Beacon 
Park,  Cambridge  colleges,  observatory,  monu- 
ment and  win  i  work-,  Mount  Auburn,  Fresh 
Pond,  Spy  i'ond,  Mystic  Reservoir,  Tufts  College, 
Mystic  Bark,  Maiden  and  Woodlawn  Cemetery  to 
near  Revere  Beach,  Powder  Horn  Hill  and  Bleed's 
Island  (reached  by  broad  aveuues  from  East  Bos- 
ton), with  all  their  beautiful  surrounding  and  un- 
equalled views  of  the  ocean,  extending  scores  of 
miles  ;  and  on  the  south  from  Chestnut-Hill  Reser- 
voir to  the  old  Brookliue  Reservoir,  new  re.-ervoir 
for  Brookliue  and  cemetery,  Jamaica  Pond, 
Bussey  \\  oods  (to  contain  the  Arnold  Arboretum), 
Mount  Hope,  Forest  Hills  and  Calvary  cemeteries, 
toward  the  Neponset  River,  Dorchester  shore  and 
Savin  Hill,  thence  by  broad  avenues  to  Souih 
Boston  Point,  from  which  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  i  think  the  State  will  find  it  foi  her  in- 
terest to  cede  to  the  city  the  light  to  take  and  hold 
the  cenitory  now  covered  by  water  to  Castle  Island 
for  a  grand  basin,  and  many  other  points  of  much 
interest,  which  do  not  occur  to  uie  atttis  moment, 
and  in  fact  touching  about  every  point  ot  essential 
importance  to  which  the  most  frequent  resort  is 
made  in  our  whole  suburbs. 

No  city  in  the  world,  which  I  have  ever  seen  or 
read  ot. -presents  such  natural  features,  with  its 
immediate  surroundings,  for  such  improvements 
as  l  hose  contemplated  bv  the  plan  intimated,  and 
which,  if  adopted,  must  inevitably  become  a 
source  of  income  to  the  city;  for  the  day  is  not 
far  distant,  as  I  think  all  must  admit,  when  the 
whole  territory  included  in  and  near  the  liue  I 
have  suggested,  will  become  a  part  of  our  good 
city.  1  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  some  will 
laugh  at  and  ridicule  these  suggestions  of  mine, 
but  1  would  only  ask  such  and  11  who  are  willing 
to  consider  fairly  and  without  bias  or  prej- 
udice, the  feasibility  of  the  proposition,  to 
take  a  little  time  aud'  go  over  the  line,  and 
however  strong  their  unbelief  when  they  set 
out,  they  will  become  satisfied  before  they  get 
through  that  there  is  much  more  between  heaven 
and  earth  thau  they  nave  ever  dreamed  of,  and 
very  much  more  wisdom  in  the  suggestion  than 
they  have  ever  been  willing  to  admit. 

And  if  they  will  consider  it  in  a  financial  sense 
they  must  inevitably  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  abutters  all  along  rbe  liue  would  be  glad  to 
contribute  largely  to  pay  the  cost  of  it,  for  while 
their  binds  on  an  average  would  now  realize  not 
more  than  $500  an  acre,  they  would  then  be  worth 
S5000,  and  in  many  localities  double  or  fourfold 
even  that  advance. 

I  remember  a  circumstance  which  actually  oc- 
curred when  "Central  Park,"  New  York,  was 
started,  that  of  a  gentleman  sitting  one  morning 
atbreaklast  with  a  friend,  and  making  a  remark 
that  in  uis  opinion  land  then  selling  near  the  spot 
at  $500  per  acre  would,  in  a  few  years,  sell 
at  $5000  per  acre.  This  remark  was  overheard 
by  his  Irish  servant  girl,  who.  after  breakfast, 
asked  him  if  she  had  undeistood  him  correctly, 
to  say  that,  land  selling  then  for  $500  would  in  a 
few  years  sell  for  $5000.  His  answer  was  yes. 
"Then,"  said  the  girl,  "I  have  $500  in  the  savings 
bank,  and  I  will  draw  it  out."      She    did  so,  and 


her  employer  invested  it  as  suggested.  The  girl 
kept  the  land  seven  years  and  then  sold  it  for 
$25,000.  Many  fortunes  have  been  thus  realized, 
and  the  city  treasury  of  New  York  greatly  benefited 
by  reason  of  the  great  improvement"  in  her  su- 
burban territory.  She  has  received  millions  of 
dollars  in  taxes  on  the  increased  value  of  the 
lands  surrounding  her  parks  as  shown  by  the  re- 
port of  her  Park  Commissioners  of  March  5,1875. 
Mr.  Shaw  read  several  extracts,  ending  wito  the 
following: 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Boaid  of  Commissioners  of 
the  Department  of  Public  Parks,  held  >  a  the  5th 
Match,  1875,  the  foregoing  communication  was  re- 
ceived and  ordered  to  be  printed  as  a  document  of 
the  board,  and  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

"Resolveu,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  ibis  Doard,  the 
facts  set  forth  in  the  communication  presented 
by  Commissioner  William  R.  Martin  this  day,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  as  a  document  of  the  board, 
are  calculated  not  only  to  revive  the  recollection 
of  the  higu  estimation  in  which  the  work  ot  the 
department  of  parks,  carried  forward  for  a  long- 
course  of  years,  has  been  held,  but  also  to  reassure 
the  public  at  1  ige  that  the  more  recent  expendi- 
tures have  thus  far  been,  and  will,  in  their  opinion 
continue  to  be  largely  beneficial  to  the  great  and 
important  interests  of  the  city  in  the  general  ad- 
vane-  of  the  value  of  property  and  large  increase 
of  revenue. 

"Resolved,  I  hat  the  works  and  improvements  re- 
ferred to  in  said  document  should  be  proceeded 
with  at  once,  with  a  due  regard  to  a  wise  economy. 
William  Irwin,  Secretary,  D,  P.  P." 

Now7  let  us  adopt  some  such  wise  policy  in  the 
management  of  our  public  domain,  and  we  shall 
inevitably  reap  not  only  a  like  financial  result,  but 
we  shall  be  adding  to  that  richer  possession,  the 
common  fund  of  health,  witnout  which  bonds  and 
mortgages  are  of  but  little  value.  Mr.  Piesident, 
the  name  and  the  fame  and  the  fortunes  of  our 
good  city  are  household  word--  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  our  land,  and  even  ot  the  civilized 
world.  Boston  is  known  to  be  bebi.  d  no  city  in 
the  world  so  far  as  relates  to  her  learning  and  the 
general  intelligence  of  her  people,  their  general 
character  and  generous  actions  in  the  support  of 
all  measures  tending  to  the  improvement  of  her 
citizens,  and  she  is  never  backward  in  aiding  less 
fortunate  communities  when  occasion  requires, 
and  of  contributing  largely  of  her  means 
to  those  nations  ot  the  earth  less  civilized,  less 
moral,  less  Christianized.  Dealing  with  liberal 
hands  and  liberal  hearts  in  time  of  adversity  as 
well  as  in  prosperity,  her  people  find  their  reward 
in  an  approving  conscience,  in  the  full  assurance 
that  "bread  cast  upon  the  waters  shall  be  returned 
alter  many  days."  This  is  as  it  should  be,  but 
she  should" not  neglect  the  all-important  sanitary 
condition  of  her  own  people  by  neglecting  to  lake 
advantage  of  the  goldei  opportunities  which  God 
and  nature  have  so  fortunately  placed  in  her  way 
through  attention  to  which  the  present  and  future 
generations  maygain  and  retaiu  physical  strength 
and  "attain  a  high  moral  standard.  The  study  of 
God's  handiwork,  as  his  creatures  view  and 
reflect  ou  it  in  their  frequent  visits  to  the  sur- 
roundings will  tend  to  elevate  their  thoughts 
toward  the  Creator  aDd  to  make  them  better 
men,  better  women  and  better  children. 

Now,  sir,  is  th^re  a  we'l-informeri  citizen  and 
taxpayer  in  Boston  who  does  not  believe  it  to  be 
for  the  good  of  the  people  that  open  and  attrac- 
tive places  of  resort  for  the  great  masses  are  ben- 
eficial to  their  health  and  morals  in  great  cities? 
Should  the  people  be  kept, closely  confined  all 
their  lives  in  narrow,  dark  and  unwholesome  hab- 
itations, necessarily  tending  to  cormption  and 
disease  among  themselves  by  reason  of  therr  sur- 
roundings ?  Or  should  they  be  induced  by  public 
orders  and  public  favor  to  elevate  themselves  and 
their  condition  in  society,  and  without  money  and 
without  price  to  join  in  the  invigorating  and  life- 
preserving  exercises  which  would  be  afforded 
them  in  visiting  the  rural  resorts  contemplated 
in  the  proposition  for  a  series  of  parks?  Such 
inducements  it  is  impossible  to  afford  them  in 
the  narrow  confines  of  the  Boston  Common, 
beautiful  spot  as  it  is,  and  which  must  remain 
forever  dedicated  to  the  public  use  as  now, 
though  sufficient  for  the  people  when  our  whole 
area  was  less  than  1000  acres,  while  now  it  is  about 
20,000,  and  our  population  50,000  or  100,000,  which 
now  reaches  375,000.  Inheriting  from  the  fathers 
the  fundamental  principles  of  liberty  and  in- 
dependence of  character,  the  people  of  Boston 
have  always  maintained  those  great  democratic 
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ideas  which  are  the  foundation  of:  our  republican 
institutions—  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number. 

Down  then  with  this  scare-crow  cry  of  increas- 
ing the  public  debt.  Adopt  this  plan,  or  at  least 
obtain  authonty  to  adopt  some  such  plan,  and  it 
will  prove  a  financial  success,  as  have  all  the  great 
enterprises  commenced  and  adbeted  to  iu  our 
city  and  State  f  01  the  last  fiftv  yeais.  Some  of  us 
here  remember  in  our  boyhood  of  tl  e  inception  of 
the  scheme  of  building  a  railroad  to  the  Hudson 
River,  even  though  at  that  time  steam  locomotives 
were  not  in  use,  and  the  pio^os'tion  was  to  ran 
the  cars  by  horse  power.  When  Nathan  Hale, 
David  Hensbaw,  Emory  Wa'hburn,  P.  P.  F.  De- 
grand,  E.  H.  Derby  and  a  few  others,  believing 
the  thing  feasible,  persevered  till  it  was  ac- 
complished. They  were  laughed  at  and  ridiculed, 
and  called  fit  subjects  for  the  lunatic  asylum,  but 
time  has  shown  them  to  have  been  the  wise  men 
of  the  day.  Aod  again,  when  about  the  year  1835 
or  thereabouts,  a  loan  was  asked  of  ths  State  to 
aid  this  enterprise,  the  hue  and  cry  was  spread  all 
over  the  State  that  if  the  Legislature  granted  this 
loan  eveiy  farm  in  the  State  srould  become  mort- 
gaged to  pay  up  that  loan,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  one 
individual  in  Worcester  estimated  and  proclaimed 
that  the  tax  would  amount  to  seventy-two  dollars 
per  acre. 

His  prognostications  proved  about  as  corr  ct  as 
will  those  of  some  of  the  croakers  of  today  against 
the  establishment  of  public  parks.  The  ciig bear 
did  not  take  effect  on  the  people,  though  carried 
into  the  State  el -ctiou.  The  loan  of  millions  was 
granted  by  the  State,  and  though  the  financial 
troubles  of  1837  came  ou,  cmsbifg  hundreds  of 
merchants  who  had  subscribed  tor  stock  in  the 
road,  aod  many  wer  •  compelle  J  to  sell  for  $35  to 
$40  per  shaie  the  stock  for  which  they  had  paid 
$100,  the  emerpiise  did  not  fail,  and  sone  of  us 
sitting  at  this  board  now  have  realized  $200  per 
shar  ,  and  good  divideuds  beside,  for  stock  our 
fathers  in  their  wisdom  held.  Mauy  of  us  also  re- 
member well  that  when  it  was  proposed  to  bring 
to  Boston  the  Cochituate  water  theie  were  not  a 
few  who  danced  through  the  streets  like  neisons 
who-had  "gone  daft,"  as  the  S  'Otchman  would 
say,  crying,"Down  with  that  scheme."  Some  of  us 
do  not  forget  the  ruddy  face  of  Harry  Wriliains, 
as,  with  his  upturned  and  expressive  lip  and  gut- 
tural tones,  he  pronounced  the  proposition  a  most 
unholy  one,  predicting  absolute  destruction  to  our 
municipal  authorities,  and  brandishing  mid-air 
bis  heavy  liveoak  staff  with  threats  of  vengeance 
on  their  heads.  Yet  the  water  was  iutrouue- 
ed.  At  that  time  the  population  of  Boston 
was  about  125,000,  while  todgy  it  is  375,000. 
Her  taxable  property  then  was  $167,728,000, 
while  today  it  is  $800,000,000 !  Is  there  a  man, 
woman  or  child  tcday  who  does  not  thank  God  for 
the  blessing  thus  permitted  them  and  provided 
by  their  fathers?  Again,  in  the  year  1858  was 
commenced  the  tilling  up  of  th°  Back  Bay  lauds 
by  the  State,  which  enterprise  was  also  laughed 
at,  ridiculed  and  opposed  by  the  same  class  of 
miuds  as  oppose  the  creation  of  public  parks;  but 
the  work  wai  started.  In  1855  the  taxable  prop- 
erty of  that  locality  was  $1,042,500,  while  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  year  1874  (nineteen  years  only 
having  elapoed  since)  is  $34,223,700  net,' exclusive 
of  $4.688,900 exempt  fromtaxatlon.  The  increase  of 
taxable  propertyis  over  thiity-three  million  dollars, 
from  which  t'e  city  gets  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  pet  annum  in  taxes ;  and  the  State  has  real- 
ized near  four  million  dollars  in  profits  from  the 
sales  of  the  property.  What  sa.y  you  to  that 
Messrs.  gentlemen predicters  of  ruin  to  State  and 
city?  But  that  is  not  all.  Look  at  the  South  Bos- 
ton flats  and  the  work  going  on  there  today  to  re- 
claim that  locality.  I  suppose  in  the  eyes  of  one 
member  of  the  City  Government  who  opposes  the 
parks,  that  is  all  right.  Locality  makes  men  won- 
drous kind  some  times.  Bur  when  that  project 
was  first  started,  the  croakers  and  those  who  seem 
to  revel  down  among  the  bones  of  oead  men  and 
draw  inspiration  from  tombstones,  said  "out  upon 
such  a  wild  scheme"  as  the  filling  up  of  those 
flats.  The  attempt  would  ruiu  the  State  and  city; 
and  yet  today  we  realize  the  fact  that  soou  shall 
we  see  two  short  bridges  running  from  the  foot  of 
old  Fort  Hill  over  the  channel,  and  very  soon  a 
thriving  commerce  where  now  exists  nothing  but 
mud  and  waste.  Thus  we  see  what  has  been  the 
history  and  the  results  of  the  enterprise  of  our 
people.  And  let  us  draw  inspiration  therefrom. 
Let  these  results  teach  us  our  duty.  We  whom  the 
people  have  chosen  as  the  trustees  of  their  interests, 
the  guardians  of  their  present  welfare,  and  to  pro- 


vide by  proper  legislation  for  their  furute  health, 
happiness  and  prosperity.  Let  us  not  forget  that 
we  owe  a  duty  to  the  present,  which  will  not  be 
properly  discharged  but  by  providing  tuat  it  shall 
not  be  sail  of  us,  as  has  oeen  said  of  our  city 
fathers  heretofore,  that  we  were  short-sigh  >.ed— 
that  while  we  had  the  opportunity  to  insure  them 
broad  roadways  and  rural  retreats  at  a  moderate 
expenditure,  our  narrow  minds  could  not  grasp 
the  subject  and  the  golden  opportunity  was  lost. 
There  are  those  among  us  wno  well  remember  the 
elder  Qumcy,  who  was  Mayoi  of  Boston  trom  1823 
to  1828,  than  whom  none  more  judicious  or  far- 
sighted  ever  occupied  that  honorable  position, 
some  of  whose  sayiags  I  have  already  quoted. 
About  the  year  1852  the  city  owned  a  large  iract 
of  land  below  the  Quiucy  Market  ano  offered  the 
same  for  sale.  Sir.  Quincy,  although  far  ad- 
vanced in  years,  even  nice  than  three  score 
years  and  ten,  a  d  whose  head  was  "silver- 
ed o'er  with  age,"  advised  its  retention  by 
the  city,  believing  th-t  the  city  reeded  it, 
but  the  •■hort-sightso  ones  of  the  day  said  no. 
Mr.  Quincy  slid  he  thought  they  made  a  great 
mistake,  <«s  that  property  was  needed  by  the  city, 
but  if  they  still  persisted,  he  shouid  purchase  tile 
property  himself,  which  he  did  and  evei.  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty  vers,  while  others,  his 
juniors  of  tvienry  years  or  more  and  who  thought 
themselves  so  much  wiser,  and  weie  spending 
their  time  chiefly  in  grumbling  over  their  taxes, 
(as  too  many  are  doing  to-day)  instead  of  tiring  to 
be  ot  some  benefit  to  their  fellowmen,  Mr.  Quiucy 
was  reaping  the  rich  reward  of  his  sagacity  and 
did  actually  realize  at  that  advanced  period  of 
life  a  piofit  of  a  half  million  dollars  on  that  pur- 
chase. And  we  have  now  a  Mayor  whose  broad 
and  compreheusi-e  views  are  second  only  to  those 
of  the  elder  Quincy,  who,  while  watching  with 
eagle  eyes  every  expenditure,  every  interest  of  the 
present,  allows  no  selfish  or  narrow  bugbear  theo- 
ries to  obstruct  his  vision  of  the  future.  He,  as 
the  farsighted  merchant,  studies  the  markets 
of  the  world,  calculates  the  ups  and  downs  of 
trade  and  commerce,  and  invests  his  capi- 
tal when  the  prices  are  toe  cheapest,  aud 
when  the  timid  and  shortsighted  are  cioakiug; 
confident  of  the  reaction  which  always  follow s  de- 
pression in  this  country  with  its  recuperative  ca- 
pacity, and  looking  to*  permanent  and  profitable 
results, as  the  cniet  executive  of  the  city,  recom. 
mends  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  experi- 
ence has  taught  must  be  the  inevitable  require- 
ments of  the  f 'j cure.  While  he  would  carefully 
and  prudently  provide  for  the  present,  he  does 
not  omit  to  forecast  the  future,  and  th:  recom- 
mendations of  his  inessiges  are  significant  mani- 
festations of  his  wisdom  and  souud  judgmeut. 
During  the  years  1856  and  1S57  the  question  of  the 
purchase  of  a  steam  fire  engine  was  before  the 
City  Government,  and  there  was  an  awful  hue  and 
cry  against  it  by  the  theu  croakers  of  the  day. 
Some  of  us  who  were  then  members  <.tuo  only, 
however,  oi  the  present  City  Council  were  then 
members)  will  remember  the  appellation  freely 

fiven  us,  as  being  loony  aud  wild,  deserving  to  be 
riven  from  our  seats  etc.,  etc..  but  the  "Miles 
Greenwood"  was  bought,  and  after  being  con- 
demned by  some  the  efforts  of  a  few  determined 
ones  succeeded  in  fastening  upon  the  city  the 
great  advantages  of  steam  firs  engiues.  Where. 
prat  tell  me,  should  we  be  without  them? 

Mr.  President,  I  am  well  aware  that  it  would 
not  be  strictly  in  order  under  parliamentary  usage 
to  advert  unfavorably  to  what  tn&yjbwe  been  said 
aud  do  .e  in  another'  branch  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, aud  I  do  not  propose  to  do  so,  but  there  is  a  l.iw 
higher  than  parliamentary  law  even,  which  it  is 
always  .in  order  to  allude  to  aud  practise  03.  and 
that  is  the  law  0/  common  sense,  and  to  that  law 
I  bow  in  reverence.  I  heard  with  great  pleasure 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Alderman  Presoott  aud  Mr. 
Alderniau  O'Brien  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Council,  and  which  are  uublished  to  the  world  in 
the  official  report,  and  I  cannot  well  refrain  f  10m 
calling  the  same  to  public  attention.  The  remarks 
of  the  former  showiag  deep  reseated  and  a  thor- 
ough mastery  of  the  subject;  and  ol  tbelatier. 
though  a  tew  member  of  the  «.ity  Government,  a 
comprehension  of  this  great  subject  second 
lo  that  of  none  who  have  spoken  on 
it.  He  has  shown  that  he  is  cou trolled 
by  no  ri.ig,  exceot  the  ring  of  common 
sense  ami  common  hiimanitii  and  he  has  touched  a 
chord  which  vibrates  with  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple, I  beg  to  read  a  tew  l.ues  of  Ins  speech.  .Hi . 
Sh  ,w  lead  the  extiact  ano  continued] :  Mr.  l'i ev- 
ident—How  broad  and   bow    deep  the  chasm  be- 


MARCH       25,       1875. 


160 


tween  the  sentiments  expressed  by  some  who 
shall  be  nameless,  and  this  noble  Brums  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  who,  though  not  native  to  the 
soil,  seems  yet  to  have  imbibed  the  patriotic  spirit 
of  the  fathers  of  the  republic!  The  bright  sun- 
light of  intelligence  beaming  from  the  eye  and 
the  words  ot  wisdom  proceeding  from  the  heart, 
attest  the  good  judgment  and  nobleness  of  char- 
acter of  ene  who,  never  before  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment, bids  fair  to  stand  out  as  a  beacon  amid  the 
fog  banks  of  selfishness,  a  naming  toothers  to 
keep  clear  of  the  misty  labyrinth  attempted  to  be 
wrought  up  by  the  few  opponents  of  this  mea-ure. 

Now,  sir,  who  are  rhe  opponents  of  this  human- 
itarian measure?  None,  or  comparatively  none. 
None,  let  me  say,  but  soma  "lean  and  hungry 
Cassius,"  who  may  himself  have  weathered  the 
storms  of  adversity  and  whose  ship  rides  safely  in 
its  haven  ot  resc,  or  whose  ambition  or  meaner 
motives  may  have  blinded  his  patriotism  and  his 
sympathy  for  his  less  fortunate  fellow  creatures, 
whom  God  has  created  in  his  own  image!  Pos- 
terity will  not  look  with  favor  upon  the  acts  of 
such 'men,  whetner  they  are  in  public  or  private 
life,  nor  doe«  the  present.  While  speaking  of 
posterity  1  am  reminded  of  the  famous  bull  ot  Sir 
Boyle  Roche,  while  debating  a  measure  in  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons,  in  which  he  say,  ""Why 
should  we  go  out  of  the  way  to  help  posterity? 
"What  has  posterity  done  for  u-?" 

I  remember,  when  a  boy  in  my  native  county  of 
old  Plymouth,  of  attending  the  cattle  shows  (now 
called  agricultural  fairs)  of  a  good  old  Orthodox 
clergyman  who  had  lost  his  teeth  either  by  reason 
of  the  earnestness  of  his  pleaching  oi  the 
voracity  of  his  aupetite,  who  invariably  gave 
this  toast— "Mr.  President,  I  give  you  this  sen- 
timent. 1'fte  march  of  improvement:  it  pro- 
gressed and  progressed  and  progressed,  until  it 
reached  East  Bringewater  and  there  it  stopped." 
Now  let  not  the  toast  be  as  we  assemble  around 
the  festive  board  on  the  a  universal  y  of  the 
Declaiation  of  Independence,  of  the  nation's 
birtboaj,  be  "The  city  of  Boston:  it  has  progressed 
in  its  improvements  for  the  benefit  of  thepeiple 
until  it  i  cached  the  City  Government  of  1875  and 
there  stopped."  But  rather  letthattoast  be,  "The 
City  of  Boston  and  her  present  City  Government: 
The  foremost  city  of  the  world  for  intelligence 
and  progress  in  ail  that  goes  to  make  up  the  great 
volume  of  public  good  ;  her  Citv  Government  is 
keenly  alive  to  the  best  interrstsSol  the  people, 
and  will  allow  no  narrow,  bigoted  or  seitisli  mo- 
tives to  interfere  with  the  health,  happiness  or 
comforts  of  her  citizens."  Mr.  President,  the 
people  of  Boston,  the  great  majority  of  she  peo- 
ple, like  tho-e  of  any  other  city,  are,  not  rich  men 
and  they  h.ve  not  the  time  to  sptnd,  rioi  have 
they  the  means  to  use  in  the  employment  of  coun- 
sel to  appear  before  the  City  Government  ami  the 
Legislature  to  plead  tneir  cause.  They  have  guar- 
anteed to  them,  under  the  constitution  and  laws, 
through  our  city  charter,  the  rights  ami  protec- 
tion of  a  free  Government,  and  we  are  elected  by 
them  to  see  that  no  innovation  is  allowed  upon 
those  rights  and  to  aid  them  in  everything  which 
pertains  to  their  comfort  and  convenience. 

Go  into  Ward  5,  Ward  7,  Waid  8.  "Ward  10,  ay, 
down  to  the  North  End,  even  to  "Ward  2,  [and  talk 
to  their  peoole  infavor  of  cutting  up  oi  cutting 
off  any  portion  of  Boston  Common,  aid  thousands 
of  voices  will  unite  in  sayim. ,  "not  a  single  foot  of 
it  can  be -pared;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  say, 
give  ns  more  acres  in  the  suburbs,  accessible  to 
ah,  where  at  our  leisure  we  may  iesorc  with  our 
famUies,  oui  neighbor.-  and  our  fnents  and  enjoy 
our  picnics,  our  children  their  Sabbath-school  as- 
sociations, and  upon  holidays  we  may  find  recrea- 
tion and  healthful  enjoyment,  instead  of  con- 
finement in  the  close  quarters  of  our  poorly 
ventilated  houses  and  our  narrow  streets." 

Go  to  the  people  of  Wards  4,  6  and  9,  so  favored 
by  bordering  on  the  Common  and  the  Public  Gar- 
den, and  ask  them  if  they  can  afford  to  lose 
anv  part  of  the  privileges' guaranteed  thm  by 
the  preservation  of  these  beautiful  grounds;  and 
whether  they  are  vrilling  that  the  more  distant 
residents  should  have  open  and  cultivated  spots 
nearer  to  them  tor  the  public  use,  and  you  will 
find  a  generous  and  magnanimous  response  from 
their  hearts,  and  from  their  pockets  also,  if  need- 
ed. Go  to  the  Ocean  Ward  (East  Boston),  isolated 
though  it  may  be,  and  almost  a  city  by  itself  (hav- 
ing now  nearly  as  many  inhabitants  as  the  whole 
city  when  first  chartered),  and  East  Boston  will 
answer  with  a  hearty  Amen.  Go  to  "Ward  12 
(South  Boston)  far  away  from  the  bustle  and 
confusion  of  the  business  centre,,  tar  away 
from    hills,    the    valleys    and     the     forerts    of 


the  western  suburbs  of  the  city,  arid 
you  will  find  the  people  of  South  Boston,  even  to 
the  extreme  point  of  hei  territory,  ready  to  ex- 
tend the  right  hand  of  fellowship  ;  though  one  of 
her  citizens  may  "say  ye  nay." 

Goto  Charlestown  (Bunker  Hill),  with  all  the 
historic  l ecords  of  her  patriotism ;"  she  will  not 
hesitate,  because  she  has  but  recently  become  a 
partner  in  our  joys  and  sorrows,  to  accept  the  sit- 
uation and  to  join  heart  and  hand  in  all  that  shall 
go  to  make  up  the  great  volume  of  general  pros- 
perity which  Providence  has  in  store  for  us,  even 
though  she  covers  but  one-fortieth  part  of  our 
present  territory.    Toe  number  of  her  acres  is  no 

gauge  of   the  intelligence  and  good  judgment  of 
er  people. 

Go  to  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury — the  garden 
spots  of  our  city;  their  broad  acres  are  to  the  city 
proper  what  the  lungs  are  to  the  human  body,  and 
they  now  Ireely  expand  and  bid  us  all-hail  in  the 
good  work  of  calling  them  to  our  ail  in  that  which 
must  be  ot  inest! n>able  value  to  the  sanitary,  mor- 
al, industrial  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
present  and  future  of  this  metropolis.  Go  to  old 
Dorchester — of  whose  patriotic  Revolutionary  his- 
tory her  people  may  well  be  proud — broad  in  the 
extent  of  her  acres,  conservative  in  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  public  welfare ;  the  people  of  the  Six- 
teenth Ward  may  be  slow  to  act,  but  they  are  too 
sound  to  be  long  misled,  and  the  day  is  not  far 
oistant  when  they  will  say,  "  We  sought  annexa- 
tion with  Bostou'and  we  joined  her  for  better  or 
for  woise;  millions  have  been  added  to  the  tor- 
tunes  of  our  people  as  a  result,  so  far,  and  we  can 
well  afford  to  contribute  our  share  of  influence 
and  bear  our  share  of  the  Durdens,  if  burdens 
there  be,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole." 

Especially  should  they  say  this,  when  they  are 
likely  to  draw  at  least  their  full  shtre  of  territo- 
rial advantage  if  the  system  of  parks  connected  by 
boulevards,  as  recommended  by  the  commission- 
ers, be  carried  out. 

Go  to  the  retired  men  all  over  Boston;  goto 
those  whose  sands  of  life  are  most  run  out,  whose 
fame  and  whose  fortunt-s  are  the  result  of  honor- 
able toil  in  this  their  native  or  adopted  city,  and 
who  remember  it  with  pride  from  the  day  when  it 
had  but  one-tenth  part  the  number  of  its  present 
population  and  one-twentieth  part  of  its  present 
taxable  property,  aud  wThen  its  whole  area  was 
less  than  a  thousand  acres,  against  its  present 
nearly  twenty  thousand,  and  suggest  to  them  the 
narrow,  scarecrow  views  of  the  tew  who  live  but 
for  today  and  for  themselves  alone,  and  seem  to 
live  but  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  all  improve- 
ments unless  such  improvements  benefit  them- 
selves; aud  these  veterans,  in  response  to  your 
call,  will  say,  We  h.ive  almost  run  our  race  on 
earth,  and  have  rot  much  to  live  for  but  to  do 
what  we  can  for  posterity— for  our  children  and  our 
children's  children,and  we  can  leave  them  no  better 
heritage  than  such  as  will  corduee  to  their  phys- 
ical as  well  as  their  moral  condition,  upon  which 
foundation  will  rest  their  comfort  and  their  i-  ros- 
perity  and  that  of  those  who  shall  come  after 
them.  We  bid  you  God-speed  in  your  eoocl  work. 
Mr.  President,  upon  this,  the  anniversary,  this 
one-hundred  rh  year  of  the  nation's  independence, 
as  we  reflect  on  the  sacrifices  made  and  the  noble 
achievements  won  by  the  fathers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, let  us  do  something  that  will  indelibly  stamp 
itself  oa  *lie  tablets  ot  history,  as  a  record  of  our 
appreciation  of  the  great  blessings  handed  down 
to  us  by  them,  and  our  determination  to  transmit 
to  our  children  and  children's  children  <uid  to 
posterity  all  such  benefits  as  may  lie  within  our 
power,  so  mat  generations  yet  to  come  may  rise 
up  and  call  us  blessed. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  spoken  perhaps  at  too 
much  length  on  this  subject,  and  the  only  excuse 
I  cau  offer  i->  the  importance  of  the  measure  to 
the  pre'-ent  and  future  necessities  of  our  good 
city,  which  in  my  opinion  car.not  be  overesti- 
mated. 

I  thank  the  Council  for  the  attei  tion  given  me, 
and  will  close  by  saying  to  those  who  oppose  the 
establishment  of  public  parks  that 

"The  clouds  they  so  much  dread 

Are  big  with  mercies,  and  will  break 
With  blessings  on  their  head." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially  as- 
signed for  next  Thuisday  evening  at  8y2  o'clock 
P.  M 

■UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordei  for  a  contract  for  two  years  and  nine 
months  with  A.  J.  Phillips  for  the  collection  and 
removal  of  house  offal  from  East  Boston,  at  $3000 
per  annum.    Passed  in  concurrence. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost. 

Orders  to  discontinue  allowance  for  rent  of  old 
armory  of  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion,  and  to 
allow  §1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  said  irmory  at 
corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington  streets,  for 
Company  E,  Ninth  Regiment:; authorizing  the  hall 
at  the  corner  of  Orleans  and  Webster  streets,  East 
Boston,  to  be  hired  for  three  years  as  an  armory 
for  Company  D,  Fourth  Battalion,  at  not  exceed- 
ing $ 450  per  annum ;  to  allow  and  pay  $75  to  Cyrus 
White,  for  rent  of  armory  of  Company  A,  First 
Regiment,  on  ©entie  street,  West  Roxbury.ifrom 
Jan.  1  to  April  1,  1875.  Severally  passed  in  con- 
currence— yeas  38,  nays  0. 

Order  for  badges  to  he  procured  for  the  City 
Messenger  and  his  two  assistants. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Waid  1  moved  to  anrmd  by  in- 
cluding the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  and  hi,s 
assistant. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone the  w  bole  subject.    Lost— 17  for,  22  against. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  understood  that  the  par- 
ties named  did  not  desire  the  badges  and  he  could 
see  no  necessity  for  the  order. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  hoped  that  as  rhe  gen- 
tlemen did  not  want  the  badges,  they  wonld'  not 
be  forced  on  them. 

Mr.  Harrigan  said  the  messengers  would  have 
been  well  satisfied  if  rhe  ot  der  had  not  been  offer- 
ed ;  but  as  it  had  bee> ,  they  would  like  to  see  the 
clerks  included. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  the  parties  named  were  salaried 
officers,  aud  it  was  not  right  to  vote  money  for 
people  receiving  salar'es. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  thought  if  it  was  the  rule  to  in- 
clude those  not  receiving  saiaiies,  they  might  give 
the  reporters  badges,  as  they  remained  late,  lis- 
tening to  the  speeches. 

Mr.  Guild,  in  beaalf  of  the  press,  who  could  not 
be  bearc,  -aid  he  thought  it  the  unkicdest  cut  of 
all  to  suggest  the  infliction  of  Common  Council 
badges  on  tbe  reporters.  As  the  principal  mes- 
sengers already  nad  two  or  three  badges  he  did 
n't  see  any  reason  for  giving  them  more. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting "if  they  desire  them,"  so  that  the  mes- 
sengers could  refuse  the  badges. 

The  amendments  were  all  lost  and  the  order  was 
rejected. 

THE    PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

A  reqnest  was  received  from  the  Committee  on 
.Accounts  of  the  School  Committee  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $19,300.22  to  meet  bills  of 
■120,639.44  incurred  in  buying  books  for  those  un- 
able to  pay  for  them.  They  request  l^avetouse 
said  amount  from  the  balance  ot  $39,591.08  from 
the  appropriation  for  Sal?nss  of  Instructors. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent  up. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  the  purchase  ofTllot  of  land  an  1  the 
erection  thereon  of  a  primary  schoolhouse  at 
Citv  Point,  below  M  street,  South  Boston.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  oTc  Public  Instruction. 
Sent  up. 

UNIFORMS  FOR  THE  CITY  EMPLOYES. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  City  Hall,  1 
Boston,  March  25, 1875         { 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen 
—I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
City  Government  to  the  propriety  of  making  suit- 
able regulation  *  under  which  the  employes  of  the 
several  departments  of  tTie  city,  whose  duties  re- 
quire  them  to  go  about  from  house  to  house,  shall 
be  obliged  to  wear  a  uniform  or  some  mark  of 
distinction  which  will  cleat  ly  show  their  official 
connection  with  the  city,  and  the  duties  wnicr. 
they  are  empowered  to  perform,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  in  all  large  corporations,  organ- 
ized tor  the  public  safety  and  convenience,  to  in- 
stitute such  regulations  in  order  to  preserve  dis- 
cipline, fix  responsibility  and  prevent  impositions 
upon  the  citizens.  Complaints  are  freqrentlv 
made  that  nersons  attempt  to  gain — and  in  some 
instance*  succeed  in  gainiag — admission  to  private 
houses  for  purposes  of  robbery  by  falsely  represent- 
ing that  they  belong  to  a  city  department;  or  that 
they  are  in  the  employ  of  one  of  the  gas  compa- 
nies. The  heads  of  departments  have  endeavored 
to  prevent  such  impositions  by  furnishing  badges 
or  certificates;  bur  such  means  of  identification 
are  insufficient.  Although  the  city  has  no  coutrol 
ovei  pei sons  who  examine  the  gas  meters,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  managers  of  the  gas  companies  will 
unite  with  the  city'  in  adopting  such  regulations 
as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  public  safety, 
Samuex  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crockei  of  Ward  6, 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances.    Sent  up. 


petitions  presented. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  J.  P. 
Downing,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  from  a  fall  in 
Wesley  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  Tha cher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Sophia 
F.  Flint,  for  apportionment  of  betterment  assess- 
ment on  Northampton-street  District. 

James  Duffee,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to 
estate  No.  10  Orange  strset,  Northampton-street 
District. 

Referred  to  Joint  Special  Committee  on  North- 
ampton-street District. 

By  Mi.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— 

287  Shawmut  Avenue,  [ 
Feb.  6, 1875.     ) 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston:  Gentlemen— I 
have  a  complaint  to  make  to  your  honorable  body 
against  the  Board  of  Health.  After  one  member 
of  the  Board  of  Health  had  visited  and  examined 
the  cellar  to  the  house  in  which  I  reside  and  had 
told  me  I  had  good  cause  to  leave  the  house  in 
consequence  of  the  dampness  caused  by  water, 
the  Board  of  Health  had  an  ex  parte  examination, 
as  I  have  been  told  by  the  owner  of  the  house. 
They  (the  Board  of  Health)  had  for  one  witness  a 
certain  Mr.  Page,  who  cmented  the  cellar.  Wcat 
his  testimony  was  I  do  not  know.  Other  witi  esses 
were  examined,  and  as  the  owrer  of  the  house, 
one  Julia[Myers,told  me  the  Board  of  Health  deter- 
mined I  had  no  cause  of  complaint.  I  ow  desire 
that  said  Board  of  Health,  by  your  order,  send 
and  examine  tbe  premises  referred  to,  that  I  may 
without  damage  "to  the  party  who  signed  tbe 
lease,  lej,ve  the  bouse.  I  pay  the  rent,  the  signer 
of  the  lease  is  merely  responsible  in  the  event  of 
the  rent  not  being  paid.     Very  rf  snectfully. 

Maria  a.' Lee. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

By  Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — Petition  of  Peter 
KrUoy  for  eompe- sation  for  the  loss  of  his  wife 
ano  injury  to  himself  by  reason  of  defect  iu  Pyn- 
chon  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims. 

claims. 

Mr.  Thicker  of  Ward  15  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petftion  of  John  Norton,  to 
be  paid  for  personal  injuries  to  his  wife;  also  a 
report  that no  action  is  necessary  ou  petition  of 
E.  D.  Whitcomb  to  be  compensated  for  damasre  to 
his  sleigh,  the  claim  of  the  petitioner  having  been 
settled  by  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company. 
Severally  accepted.    Sent  up. 

the  city  hall  elevator. 

Mr.Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave 
to  report  that  there  are  unsettled  bills  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  elevator  in  City  Hall  amounting  to 
$116.85.  The  unexpended  balance  o:i  account  of 
e^vator  and  fixtures  is  $20.46,  making  the  cost,  in 
excels  of  the  appropriation,  $96.39.  They  would 
respectfully  ask  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be 
authorized  to  pay  the  same  from  th  i  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildiugs,  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  pay  the  several  bills 
unsettled  on  account  of  the  elevator.  City  Hall, 
not  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of  $116.85;  to 
be  ch  i  god  to  the  appropriation  for  Public  Build- 
ing;. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

THIS  BOSTON   WATER  BOARD 

Mr.  Kimball  submitted  a  report  [City  Doc.  No. 
38]  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  in  re- 
sponse to  the  order  directing  them  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  reporting  an  oi  dinance  to  unite  rhe 
Cochituate  and  Mystic  water  boards.  The  report 
cites  the  action  ot  last  yea  .  the  ameudment  of 
the  chapter  179  of  1874  ("an  act  to  establish  the 
Bo  ton  Water  Board"  >  sc  as  to  mike  it  clear  that 
the  board  cannot  act  as-  the  agent  ot  the  city  un- 
til empowered  by  tbe  City  Council)  aid  tbe  com- 
mittee think  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  reor- 
ganize the  Water  Department  substantially  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  plan  recommended  last  year. 
They  recommend  the  passage  of  the  folio  ■  ing: 

XS  ORDINANCE  TO  ESTABLISH  THE  BOSTON  WATER 

BOARD. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc.: 

Section  1.  In  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year 
1S75.  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be.  the  Mayor 
shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  City 
Council,  by  vote  taken  by  ballot  in  each  branch 
thereof  by  yea  ami  nay,  three  persons  to  consti- 
tute the  Boston  Water  Board.  One  member  of 
said  board  shall   be   appointed  to   hold   his  office 
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until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  1876; 
one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  1877 ; 
and  one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  tbe  year 
1878.  In  the  month  of  April,  m  the  year  1876,  and 
annually  thereafter  in  the  moDih  of  April,  the 
Mayor  shall  appoint,  subject  to  like  approval,  one 
person  to  be  a  member  of  said  Water  Board  for 
the  term  of  three  years  from  the  first  Monday  of 
the  following  May.  Any  member  ot  said  board 
may  at  any  time  be  removed  by  tbe  Mayor,  with 
the  consent  of  the  City  Council,  or  he  may  be  re- 
moved by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  of  each 
branch  of  the  Cify  Council,  by  vote  taken  by  yea 
and  nay.  All  vacancies  occurring  in  said  board 
shall  be  filled  for  the  unexpired  teim  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  the  original  appointments  are 
herein  directed  to  be  m   de. 

Sect.  2.  The  three  meurbers  of  said  board  tiist 
appointed  shall  meet  and  organize  forthwith,  by 
the  choice  of  one  of  their  members  as  chairman  ; 
ai.d  annually  afterwards  the  said  board  shall  or- 
ganize on  the  first  Monday  in  May.  The  members 
of  -aid  board  shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties 
of  the  office  and  >hall  not  actively  engage  in  any 
other  business.  They  shall  receive  such  compen- 
sation for  their  services  as  the  City  Council  may 
from  time  to  time  determine.  They  shall  choose 
a  clerk,  who  shall  not  be  a  member  of  tue  board, 
shall  fix  his  compensation  and  may  remove  him  at 
pleasure;  and  they  shall  make  such  rules  and 
re,  ul  fcions  us  they  may  deem  expedient  for  their 
own  government  and  for  the  government  of  all 
subordinate  officers  appointed  by  them.  They 
shall  preserve  complete  lecords  of  their  meetings, 
giving  the  names  of  the  members  present,  their 
votes  and  doings  thereat;  and  shall,  whenever 
requested,  exhibit  to  the  Mayor,  or  any  member 
of  the  City  Council,  said  records  and  all  books, 
papers  and  documents  belonging  to  their  depart- 
ment. 

Sect.  3.  The  Boston  Water  Board,  as  hereby 
constituted,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  thepou  in- 
vested in,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  pre- 
scribed to,  the  Cochituate  Wafer  Board  and  the 
Mystic  Water  Board,  by  statutes  and  oidinances 
now  in  force;  subject,  however-,  to  the  authority 
of  the  City  Council,  from  time  to  time,  by  ordi- 
nances, orders  or  resolutions,  to  instruct  said 
board,  and  to  change  and  limit  its  powers;  and 
said  board  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  sub- 
ordinate officers,  agents  and  assistants,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Engineer  and  Water  Registrar  elected 
by  the  City  Council,  as  they  may  deem  necessary, 
and  may  fix  their  compensation ;  provided  that 
the  expenditures  incurreu  by  said  board  shall  not 
exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  sums  previously  ap- 
propriated by  the  City  Council  for  the  care,  main- 
tenance, repair  or  enlargement  of  the  water 
works. 

Sect.  4.  The  account  of  expenses  and  revenue 
of  the  Myotic  Water  Works  shall  be  kept  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  other  accounts  of  tbe  Water 
Department:  and  the  excess,  if  any,  of  revenue 
ovei  expenditure  and  interest  on  Joans  Shall  be 
paid  to  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners,  for  the 
redemption  of  any  loans  heretofore  made  or  here- 
after to  be  made  on  account  of  the  said  Mystic 
Waterworks.  All  concraccs  now  existing  with 
the  Mvstic  Water  Beard ,  for  the  supply  of  water- 
to  other  cities  and  towns,  shall  continue  in  force, 
and  shall  not  do  niooified  or  annulled  except  by 
an  order  of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  an  proved  by 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  5.  The  City  Engineer  shall  be  the  engineer 
of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  and  shall  have  the 
superintendence  of  all  engineering  works  in  the 
water  department. 

Sect.  6.  No  contract,  work  or  purchase,  involv- 
ing an  estimated  expenditure  of  more  than  $5000 
shall  be  made  or  commenced  by  tbe  Boston  Water 
Board  unless  it  shall  first  apply  for  and  obtaiu  the 
approval  of  the  City  Council;  and  no  contract  or 
purchase  which  shall  be  estimated  to  involve  an 
exuendituie  of  more  than  $10,000  shall  be  made 
unless  the  said  board  shall  advertise  for  sealed 
proposals  therefor. 

Sect.  7.  Whenever  the  Boston  Water  Board 
shall  advertise  for  proposals  for  doing  any  work 
or  for  furnishing  any  materials  or  supplies,  plans 
anil  specifications  for  such  work,  aud  schedules  of 
such  materials  or  supplies,  shall  be  placed  on  fi.e 
in  such  office  as  may  be  designated  by  said  board , 
and  shall  at  all  times  during  office  hours  be  optrn 
to  public  inspection.  Each  proposal  shall  con- 
form to  the  specifications  and  "requirements  of  the 
advertisement,  and  shall  be  enclosed  in  a  sealed 
envelope  directed  to  said  board.  It  shall  be  ac- 
companied by  a  bond  to  the  city,  with  sufficient 


sureties,  in  such  sum,  not  less  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  as  said  board  may  specify  in  its  adver- 
tisement, and  conditioned  to  be  void  if  the  party 
making  the  proposal  shall,  in  case  of  the  accept- 
ance of  his  bid,  sign  and  deliver  to  said  board, 
within  the  time  required  in  the  advertisement,  a 
contract  for  the  performance  of  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  bis  proposal,  and  if  he 
shall  also,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
such  contract,  give  a  further  bond,  with  satisfac- 
tory sureties,  for  the  perfoimance  of  such  con- 
tract. Instead  of  a  bond  in  either  of  the  cases 
above  mentioned,  the  partv  may  depo.-it  with  said 
board,  as  security  for  the  signing  and  delivery  of 
his  contract,  or  for  the  performance  of  such  co  - 
tract,  a  sum  of  money  or  other  collateral  satisfac- 
tory to  said  board ;  but  for  the  performance  of 
such  contract  a  bond  with  sureties,  or  a  deposit  in 
lieu  thereof,  shall  in  all  cases  be  required  when 
the  contract  is  signed  and  delivered  as  aforesaid. 
All  proposals  shall  be  publicly  opened,  at  the  hour 
and  place  designated  in  the  advertisement,  in  the 
presence  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  said 
board.  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be 
construed  to  prevent  said  board  from  rejecting 
any  or  all  proposals  which  may  be  offeied  under 
its  advertisement. 

Sect.  8.  The  Boston  Water  Board  shall  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  15th  d<>,y  of  February, 
send  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Water  Department  an  estimate  in 
detail  of  the  appropriations  required  by  their  de- 
partment during  the  financial  year  next  ensuing: 
and  also  an  estimate  of  the  income  to  be  derived 
from  water  rents  and  other  souices.  All  bills  for 
expenditures  from  the  appropriations  for  the 
Water  Department  shall,  before  they  are  paid  by 
the  Treasurer,  be  drawu  for  by  said  board,  ex- 
amined by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  approved 
by  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Sect.  9.  The  Boston  Water  Board  shall  annual- 
ly, in  the  month  of  May,  present  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil a  re;  ort  made  up  to  and  including  the  30th  day 
of  the  preceding  April,  containing  a  full  and 
comprehensive  statement  of  its  acts  during  the 
preceding  year,  and  ot  the  condition  of  the  water 
works  at  the  time  of  the  report,  together  with 
such  oilier  information  or  suggestions  as  it  may 
deem  proper;  and  it  shall  at  the  same  time  Iraus- 
niit  to  the  City  Council  lepoi  ts  from  the  City  En- 
gineer and  the  Water  Registrar. 

Sect.  10.  There  shall  be  appointed  aanually,  in 
the  moi'th  of  January,  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  o  the  Wafer  Department,  consist- 
inn*  of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  three  members  of  the  Common  CouDCil.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  examine, 
as  often  as  once  in  each  month,  the  records,  ac- 
counts and  contracts  of  the  Boston  Water  Board. 
All  requests  for  appropriations  for  said  depart- 
ment shall  be  examined  and  reported  upon  by 
the  said  committee  before  they  are  acted  upon  by 
tbe  City  Council. 

Sect.  11.  Upon  the  first  organization  of  said 
Bostdn  Water  Board,  as  provided  in  the  second 
section  of  this  ordinance,  officia;  notice  thereof 
shall  be  sent  by  the  president  of  said  board  to  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board  and  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Board;  and,  upon  the  receipt  of  said  notice  by 
said  boards  they  shall  cease  to  exercise  any  of  the 
powers,  or  be  subject  to  any  of  the  duties,  hereto- 
fore vested  in  them,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  said 
Boston  Water  Board  all  the  official  books,  ac- 
counts, maps,  deeds,  records,  contiacts,  and  pa- 
pers in  their  possession,  and  also  all  property  of 
whatever  de-seription  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, which  shall  then  be  under  their  care  and  cus- 
tody. 

Sect.  12.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  this  ordina  ce  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, such  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  as  herein  "pro- 
vided, the  subordinate  officers,  assistants,  and 
ageDts  holding  office  in  the  Water  Department,  by 
appointment  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  or 
of  rhe  Mystic  Water  Board,  shall  continue  to  hold 
their  respective  offices  until  theii  successors  shall 
be  appointed,  or  until  they  are  removed.  The 
present  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Water  Department  shall,  during 
the  remainder  of  this  municipal  year,  perform  all 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  tenth  section  of  this 
ordinance  upon  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Water 
Department. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance 
ordered  to  a  second  reacting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    89,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting;  at  4  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUBOHS     DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  for  He  term  of  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court,  and  12  traverse  jurors 
foi  the  Municipal  Court,  Dorchester,  were  drawn. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS. 

Inspectors  of  Provisions  for  one  year,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  chapter  29  of  acts  of 
1875,  recently  accepted  by  the  City  Council— 
Charles  B.  Rice  and  Amos  Dodge  for  Faneu.il  Hall 
Market,  John  H.  Ti  uy  for  other  market  places  in 
this  city.    Confirmed. 

Member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three  years 
from  May  1 — Samuel, H.  Durgin. 

Alderman  Preseott  moved  that  the  nomination 
lie  over. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  for  some  reason. 

Alderman  Preseott— The  only  reason  is  that  the 
position  of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for 
three  years  is  an  Important  one,  and  the  nomina- 
tion should  be  laid  over  that  members  of  this 
Board  may  fully  acquaint  themselves  witn  the 
qualifications  of  the  candidate.  I  made  the  mo- 
tion because  much  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  gentlemen  who  till  these  im- 
poi  tant  positions,  especially  the  Hoard  ot  Health 
and  the  Fiie  Commissioners,  and  1  desire  mem- 
bers to  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ter. I  can  say  that,  for  one,  I  am  heartily  in  favor 
of  confirming  the  nomination  of  this  gentleman. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  the  candidate  was  a 
new  one  and  entirely  unknown  to  this  Board, 
there  might  be  some  force  in  the  suggestion  that 
the  nomination  should  lie  over.  But  we  ar"  all 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Durgin  and  know  that  he  has 
proved  a  faithful  and  efficient  officer,  and  I  hope 
the    ominotiou  will  be  confirmed  today. 

AlderuiiiU  Power—  The  Alderman  from  Ward  9 
alluded  to  comments  that  had  be«n  made  on  the 
Board  of  Health.  1  suppose  I  have  commented  on 
them  as  much  or  more  than  other  member  of  this 
Board,  and  I  shall  continue  to  ciiticise  them 
when  1  see  occasion  for  it.  I  have  no  fault  to 
find  with  this  gentleman;  he  has  served  his  term, 
and,  as  the  Alderman  fromWard  8  says,  the  mem- 
bers know  his  qualifications  for  this  position.  Al- 
though 1  have  criticised  tbe  doings  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  yet  1  o-m't  expect  to  find  that  or  any 
other  board  perfect  in  everything  they  may  do; 
and  1  have  not  criticised  them  because  I  thought 
they  were  not  qualified  tor  the  position.  I  have 
always  said  that,  considering  rbe  limited  time  and 
experience  they  have  bad  in  their  positions,  they 
have  done  their  duties  as  well  as  any  gentlemen 
who  could  have  been  appointed.  I  don't  know 
that  they  could  be  done  better.  I  have  r,o  desire 
to  lay  the  nomination  over;  I  don't  see  any  neces- 
sity tor  it,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  confirmed. 

Alderman  Preseott  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
the  nomination  was  confirmed. 

Sent  down. 

Undertaker — John  D.  Fallon,  Ward  17.  Con- 
firmed. 

METROPOLITAN       RAILROAD        IN        WASHINGTON, 
MILK  AND  DEVONSHIRE  STREETS 

The  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  for 
additional  locations  in  Washington,  Milk  and 
Hawley  streets,  was  considered  on  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties. 

Petitions  in  aid  of  the  petition  were  presented 
bv  Alderman  Worthington  from  D.  D.  Kelly  and 
654  others,  H.  H.  Johnson  and  900  others,  J.  P. 
Brewer  aDd  685  others,  E.  S.  Johnson  and  795 
others,  John  J.  Williams  and  846  others,  and 
Thomas  Manning  and  720  others.  And  by  Alder- 
man Pope  from  G.  M.  Wevmouth  and  810  others, 
Robert  T.  Whitten  and  583  others,  and  D.  D.  Gil- 
bert and  630  others. 

Remonstrances  were  presented  from  Jordan, 
Marsh  &  Co.,  F.  W.  Carr  and  others  and  Alfred 
Hocking  and  others,  severally  against  the  loca- 
tion asked  for. 

Calvin  A.  Richards,  president  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  said  that  in  fuitherance  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  road  thev  bad  offered  the  petitions  just 
read,  which  contained  the  names  of  respectable 


and  prominent  streets.  The  aggregate  number  of 
names  on  the  petitions  for  locations  in  Washington, 
Milk  and  Devonshire  streets  is  6013,  and  for  the 
location  in  Federal  stieet  between  two  and  three 
thousand.  He  would  not  detain  the  Board,  but 
would  claim  the  right  to  answer  anything  said  by 
the  remonstrants. 

Oliver  Stevens  appeared  for  property  own- 
ers aDd  tenants  on  Milk  and  Devonshire 
streets,  to  call  attention  to  the  objec- 
tions that  Devonshire  stieet  is  a  narrow 
thoroughfare,  mainly  for  freight  between  the 
depots  for  the  jobbing  trade,  ana  a  track  there 
will  seriously  injure  both  those  who  do  business 
there  and  those  who  go  through  in  teams.  There 
are  two  streams  of  travel  there,  and  difficulty  will 
be  experienced  at  the  detour  at  State  street. 
Devonshire  street  is  one  of  (he  main  arteries  of 
the  city;  it  is  sought  bv  owners  of  job  wagons 
and  by  teams  with  freight.  To  bring  the  track 
down  into  Devonshire  street  would  be  a  serious 
detriment- 
Benjamin  F  Brooks  appeared  for  owners  on 
Devonshir"  and  Washington  streets.  Devonshire 
street  was  opened  to  allow  n  gr-at  thoroughfare 
north  and  south.  It  is  of  great  convenience  to 
people  to  come  down  town  in  the  car-,  but  if  they 
are  to  be  obstructed  it  is  ot  no  convenience,  as 
would  be  th°  case  if  teams  and  cars  were  both  al- 
lowed in  Devonshire  street.  To  lay  another  track 
in  Washington,  between  Temple  place  and  Milk 
street,  will  make  it  both  inconvenient  and  unsafe 
for  teams;  the  cars  will  be  obstructed,  the  teams 
blocked  and  the  street  rendered  unsafe  for  pedes- 
trian; ,  who  must  have  facility  of  passage  from 
one  side  of  the  street  to  the  othe'\  To  locate 
another  track  in  Devonshire  street  will  block  both 
the  cars  and  teams,  a-  in  the  case  of  Court  street. 
Mr.  Richards  said  the  directors  of  the  company 
hail  departed  from  the  usual  rule  of  employing 
counsel  to  press  their  case;  they  and  their  coun- 
sel thought  the  executive  officer  had  better  come 
and  give  a  few  unvarnished  facts  in  regard  to  the 
question.  He  came  here  pressed,  driven,  sent  for 
and  invited  by  the  exact  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  streets.  There  are  two  ways  in  which  the 
streets  can  be  relieved— First,  they  could  take  off 
a  pait  of  their  cars,  which  the  public  prefer  as  a. 
meats  of  transit;  they  carry  60,000  people  daily. 
Take  off  hall  the  cars  anil  what  will  you  do  with 
them?  Put  them  into  omnibuses,  \  ben  one  car 
carries  as  much  as  five  omnibuses  or  twenty 
hacks.  Half  of  the  20,000,000  people  must 
go  somehow,  and  how  shall  they  go  if  the 
cars  are  taken  off.  The  pedestrian  has  the  first 
right  in  the  street,  and  will  the  Board  listen  to  the 
argument  for  giving  preference  to  bales  ot  mer- 
chandise and  express  teams?  The  aristocrat  of 
the  street  is  he  who  rides  in  the  car,  not  in  the 
hack.  Shall  the  cars  be  stopped  because  a  few 
ladies  desire  to  go  to  Jordan,  March  &  Co.'s  and 
stop  their  coupes  there  for  an  hour.  They  had 
plentty  of  track  in  Washington  street,  but  the 
City  Government  had  given  others  the  privilege 
of  running  over  them;  they  wanted  either  to 
have  the  right  to  run  over  their  own  track  or  else 
a  side  track  so  that  they  could  move  along  with 
their  cars.  There  will  not  be  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty. If  it  is  granted,  they  will  take  off  cars 
enough  from  the  Temple-place  route  to  relieve  the 
street.  The  pressure  has  been  the  result  of 
growth ;  there  was  a  time  when  it  was  not  so ;  the 
time  has  come  when  they  must  make  quick  con- 
nections with  the  depots.  The  company  are  al- 
ways met  as  if  they  are  a  gra-ping  corporation, 
yet  they  carry  the  people  safely ;  every  street  in 
which  the  tracus  are  laid  is  cleared  by  the  snow 
ploughs,  ard  so  it  was  on  the  3d  of  March,  when 
there  were  two  alarms  of  fire  and  the  engines 
could  not  have  got  through  had  not  the  snow 
ploughs  cleared  the  streets.  Is  the  time  of  people 
worth  nothing?  Are  the  hogsheads  of  sugar  and 
molasses  to  be  considered  more  important  than 
the  safe  transportation  of  human  beings,  who 
want  to  go  through  Devonshire  street?  He  ex- 
plained the  petition  for  the  extension  in  Federal 
street,  etc  ,  which  had  long  been  urged  upon  by 
their  patrons,  and  to  which  there  had  be  jd  no  op- 
position. Grant  the  track  asked  for,  or  take  off 
the  other  roads,  and  the  difficulty  will  be  rendered. 
Mr.  Brooks  gave  some  figures  in  regard  to  the 
width  of  the  street.  He  did  not  dispute  that  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  was  very  useful;  and  so  is 
fire,  when  kept  under  proper  control. 

Mr.  Richards   submitted   a   mip   showing   the 
pioposed  location,  and  the  distance  of  the  track 
from  the  sidewalk. 
The  petition  was  recommitted,  and  the  various 
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remonstrances   and  the  petitions  in  aid  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ps/vii-g. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  petition  of  Samuel  Bradstreet  etal.  for  a 
sewer  in  Paik  street,  Charlestown,  between  Call 
street  and  City  square,  was  considered  on  an  or- 
der of  notice,  ana,  no  one  appearing  to  object,  the 
petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  ou 
Sewers. 

Tbe  petition  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  toiler 
at  coiner  of  Wareham  street  and  Harrison  ave- 
nue, was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice.  No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  E.Woodward, 
for  lamps  on  Bowditch  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Charles  G.  and 
E.  H.  Brackett,  minors,  for  licetise  to  kill  uodo- 
mestieated  buds  for  scientific  purposes. 

John  Carr,  for  transfer  of  hack  stand  from 
Providence  Depot  to  84  Providence  street. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District.  James  Duffey,  to  be  paid 
for  grade  damages  to  estate  10  Orange  street. 

Sophia  F.  Flint,  for  apportionment  of  expense 
of  raising  grade  of  estate  No.  27  Newcomb  street. 

Noiice  of  Mary  W.  Merrill,  executrix,  surren- 
dering to  the  city  the  "Wells  estate  on  Fellowes 
street. 

Union  Institution  for  Savings,  notice  of  sur- 
render of  claim  on  estate  of  W.  E.  Woodward  et 
al.  on  Northampton-street  District. 

Henrietta  Goldsmith,  Dotice  of  surrender  of 
claim  on  estates  of  W.  E.  Woodward  et  al.  on 
Northampton-street  District. 

Jolin  Patterson,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Northampton-street  Distiict. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Notice  of  John 
Haggerty  of  intention  to  apply  for  a  juiy  to  revise 
hit-  assessment  for  construction  ot  a  sewer  in  Dor- 
chester avenue,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Old  Colony  Railroad,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Sixth  street, 
Ward  7. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Alptieus 
Hardy  et  al.,  for  use  of  Faueuil  Hall,  May  27,  for 
a  festival. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  G.  H.  Mosely  et  al., 
executors,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  ceitain  streets  iu 
this  city. 

M.  Duncan  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  two  wooden 
buildings  from  37  Centre  street  to  73  Centre  street. 

George  D.  Howe  et  al..  for  damages  by  change 
of  grade  of  Wtshingtou  street. 

Aratus  E.  Pratt,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  this  city. 

Thomas  Campbell  et  al.,  that  Cedar  stre?t,  Ward 
16.  be  put  in  order. 

S.  C.  Perkins  et  al.,  That  Dudley  and  Stoughton 
streets,  Ward  16,  be  vsatered. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  Ring,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wood- 
en stable  for  tour  horses  on  Winship  street,  Ward 
19. 

A.  P.  Wheelock,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  thirty-five  horses  on  Fourth  street, 
No.  334. 

William  M.  Henderson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  thiee  horses  oil  Emerson 
street,  corner  of  L  street. 

Otis  H.  Weed,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  forty  horses  on  Culvert  street. 

James  H.  Lombard,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  twenty  horses  on  Chapman 
street,  Charlestown. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD    TO    LEAVE    THE     CIRCUIT. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  for  a  pennauent  location  of 
their  tracks  now  laid  in  State  and  Devonshire 
streets;  also  for  the  right  to  connect  by  suitable 
curve  tracks  tbe  said  track  at  Devonshire  street 
and  Dock  square,  with  their  tracks  in  Washinr  ton 
street,  and  the  track  at  the  bead  of  State  street 
with  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Conir 
pany.  Should  the  above  petition  be  granted,  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  will  agree  to  take 
up  their  track  now  laid  in  Sudbury  street,  Court 
street  arid  Tremont  row,  and  put  the  said  streets 
in  good  condition. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Jamaica  Pond 
Aqueduct  Company,  for  leave  to   erect  and  use  a 


steam  engine  on  Chestnut  street,  Ward  17,  and  an 
order  ot  notice  was  passed  for  a  healing  thereon, 
to  all  parties  objecting,  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  of 
April  next. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Outers  to  allow  the  Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Light 
Company  to  erect  a  wooden  ouilding  near  Wil- 
liams street,  Ward  17.  and  to  allow  the  Fitchburg 
Railroad  Company  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
their  bridge  over  Chailes  River.  Spverallypassed. 
Sent  down. 

Order  for  purchase  of  eight  stieet-sweeping 
machines,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $400  for  each 
machine. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  sum  S300,  it  stead  of  $400. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  trust  that  amend- 
ment will  not  be.  adopted.  The  machines  canjot 
be  built  for  $300.  His  price  is  $500 ;  and  iu  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  it  was  desirable  to  buy 
them  even  at  that  price.  But  by  negotiating,  we 
have  obtained  them  at  $400,  which  is  a  lowr  price. 
We  believe  it  will  be  a  great  saving  to  the  city  to 
use  the  machines,  instead  of  hiring  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  to  sweep  the  streets  with  brooms. 

Alderman  Power— I  was  on  the  Commiitee  on 
Healtli  last  year,  and  voted  to  purchase  one  of 
those  machines  lor  $500,  for  the  reason  that  the 
city  had  been  using  one  of  them  regularly  through 
the  year,  and  it  had  done  the  work  satisfactorily, 
and  I  voted  for  it,  not  that  I  thought  the  machine 
would  cost  that  amount  of  money,  for,  on  the  con- 
trary. I  profess  to  nave  a  knowledge  of  all  sorts  of 
vehicles,  and  have  had  many  of  them  built,  and  I 
say  that  a  man  can  make  lots  of  money  on  these 
machines  at  $300  apiece.  I  wouldn't  want  any  bet- 
ter business  and  I  would  guarantee  to  make  $100  on 
every  one  of  them.  It  is  a  good  machine  and  does 
the  work.  I  like  to  see  evervbody  paid  for  their 
labor;  but  when  we  buy  eight  "machines  it  is  a 
different  thing  from  buying  one.  To  sell  them  at 
wholesale  for  $300  is  a  better  business  than  any 
gentleman  at  this  Board  bas.  If  .ve  vote  to  give 
$300  Tor  them,  we  shall  get  fhem,  and  the  city  will 
save  $800  by  it. 

Alderman  Worthingtou — I  have  no  doubi  tbs 
gentleman  could  bu>  100  machines  tor  $300  apiece, 
but  I  don't  believe  he  can  buy  eight  lor  that  price. 
I  don't  believe  they  can  be  made  for  that.  More 
than  that,  the  gentleman  has  a  patent  ou  that 
mnchiue,  and  be  must  have  something  for  that. 
While  he  charge  s  $500,  and  believes  he  ought  to 
get  that  for  them, yet  for  the  sake  of  getting  them 
intioduced  here  he  has  conseuted  to  put  tue  price 
down  to  $400.  I  don't  believe  in  the  city  grinding 
a  man  down  to  the  lowest  penny,  even  if  I  thought 
he  could  afford  to  supply  them  at  $300.  which.  I 
believe,  is  the  cost  of  making  tl  em.  I  think  $400 
is  a  fair  price. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  vish  to  grind  any- 
body, but  1  wish  to  do  the  city's  business  just  as  I 
do  my  own.  rt  will  be  worth  more  to  him  than  he 
receives  to  have  the  machines  introduced  into  the 
city  of  Boston.  I  have  had  all  kinds  of  vehicles 
built  and  I  kLow  what  they  cost.  There  are  but 
two  wheels  and  a  shaft  for  tbe  brush  to  this  ma- 
chine. It  is  a  good  thing,  and  the  Committee  on 
Health  have  done  a  good  thing  in  introducing  it. 
But  I  doubt  vary  much  if  the  person  who  holds 
the  machiue  can  claim  or  hold  a  patent  upon 
it.  My  opinior  is  that  the  city  of  Boston 
can  build  them  without  fear  of  being  disturbed. 
It  differs  very  little  from  cue  machine  in  New 
York;  and  I  believe  one  is  an  infringement 
of  rh?  other.  But  a  man  can  make  money  on 
them  at  $300  apiece,  and  I  think  the  committee 
can  get  them  at  that  piice  if  toey  try  to.  If  the 
chairman  will  say  he  has  offered  $300  for  them 
and  could  not  get  them  for  that,  then  I  sha'n't 
have  anything  to  say. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  chairman  lias 
tried  for  six  months  to  get  them  at  $400  and 
couldn't  do  it;  but  finally  he  got  tliein  down  to 
$400  after  he  said  they  might  as  well  talk  right 
down  or  the  O'lumittee  would  uot  come  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  at  all.  Then  the  owner  s:iid 
$500  w^s  the  price,  but  he  wauted  to  get  the  ma- 
chine introduced  into  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
fiially  consented  to  sell  them  at  $400.  1  did  n't 
propose  $300, because  I  did  n't  think  it  worth  «  bile. 
He  stood  for  six  months  at  $500.  and  the  commit- 
tee at  $400. 

The  amendment  of  Altlerman  Power  was  lo<t 
and  tue  order  was  passed. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE     COMMON     COUNCIL     FOR     CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  Peter  Kilroy.  Sophia  F,  Flint.. lames 
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Dulfee,  J.  1J.  Downing,  and  Maria  A.  Lee.  Sever- 
ally referred. 

A  reiiuest  of  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the 
School  ('oinaiitlee  for  sii  addition  of  $19,300.2^  to. 
the.  appropriation  for  school  expense:,  came  up. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  move  as  an  amend- 
ment that  if  be  referee. i  to  the  Cummitt  e  on  l'ub- 
lic  Instruction,  ft  is  about  lime  that  some  of  our 
committees  should  look  into  the  expenditures  of 
the  School  Committee.  We  .ire  paying  a  very  large 
amount  for  public  Instruction— very  much  largo 
per  scholar  than  is  paid  in  any  other  city  in  thit. 
Union— angiitis  about  time  that  we  look  into  the 
requests  of  the  School  Committee  when  they  come 
beto'e  this  Board. 

The  chairman  read  tire  request,  which  was  from 
the  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $19,300.22 
to  meet  bills  of  820,839.44  incurred  in  buying  books 
for  those  unable  to  pay  for  them.  They  request 
leave  to  use  said  amouDt  from  the  balance  of 
839,591 .08  from  the  appropriation  for  Salaries  of 
Instructors. 

Alderman  Worthington — 1  see  that  it  is  a  trans- 
fer, and  not  a  request  for  additional  money.  I 
supposed  from  the  reading  of  t'le  title  that  it  was 
a  request  for  an  additional  $19,000,  and  1  was  de- 
sirous that  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
should  look  into  it.    I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  refen  nee. 

A  request  of  School  Committee  for  pure  base  of 
a  site  for  a  new  primary  srhoolhouse  at  City  Point 
up.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stru  itioc 

Aldeinian  Worthington— I  don't  know  that  tbeie 
is  any  objection  to  that  petition,  bit  last  year  a 
similar  petition,  went  in  and  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  and  they  ii  ve 
been  trying  to  and  i  lot.  l  hare  no  objection  to 
the  reference  of  the  petition,  but  I  wished  to  ex- 
plain tut  the  committee  are  doing  their  duty 
and  ;:  eed  i.o  prompting  from  the  School  Board. 

I'lie  Board  COnouired  in  the  reference. 

M.  ssage  from  Mayoi  suggesting  that  suitable 
uniforms  be  provided  for  certain  employes  ami 
agents  of  the  city.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  ii.  D.  AVhitcomb  to  be  paid  for  iu juries  to  his 
sleigh  m  the  public  highway.    Accented. 

Report  recommending  ieave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  John  Norton  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries sustained  by  his  wife  in  Highland  street. 
Accepted. 

THE  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Orders  on  estimates  of  Auditor  of  Accounts 
(City  Doc.  No.  37, 1875)  came  up  for  concurrence, 
viz.: 

1.  "An  order  relating  to  the  specific  appropria- 
tions for  the  financial  year  1875-76." 

2.  "Orders  laying  a  specific  tax  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of 
Suffolk  tor  the  financial  year  1875-76,  and  provid- 
ing foi  interest  on  non-payment  of  the  same." 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  they  be  specially 
assigned  f.u  next  Monday  afternoon,  at  half  past 
four  o'clock.    Lost. 

The  first  order  (relating  to  the  specific  appropri- 
ations) was  read,  and  each  item  was  adopted  con- 
secutively.   The  following  discussion  occurred: 

Auditor  s  Department,  $17,000.  Alderman  Worth- 
ington— I  wish  to  ask  in  regard  to  the  Auditor's 
Department.  1  see  that  last  year  he  asked  for 
814,700,  and  that  this  year  it  is  $17,000,  $3400  more. 
I  look  back  to  see  what  becomes  of  that  money, 
and  I  fip.ti  no  account  for  the  Auditor's  salary 
paid.  You  will  understand  that  this  $17,000  for 
salaries  paid.  I  think  we  had  betternot  pass  upon 
this  until  we  know  what  the  Auditor's  salary  is  to 
be,  and  until  the  pay  e,f  his  clerks  is  established, 
that  we  may  know  what  we  are  doing  and  how  tve 
are  working.  As  it  is  now,  we  appropriate  $17,000 
for  the  Auditor's  Department  for  next  year  with- 
out knowing  anything  about  it.  I  move  that  we 
pass  this  item  over  till  we  cs.n  learn  wheie  we  are. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  Auditor's  salaiy  is 
established  the  same  as  last  year  until  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  City  Counci1.  The  balance  of  the 
amount  asked  for  that  department  is  for  clerk 
hire,  printing  and  stationery,  the  last  two  items 
being  of  course  very  large.  It  was  thought  by  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  that  an  additional  clerk 
would  be  required  before  the  close  of  the  year  on 
account  of  the  large  increase  of  business. 

Aldennau  Worthington— Will  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  give  us  some  idea  of 


what  salaries  ;.ie  paid  iu  that  department?  We 
certainly  ought  to  know.  In  every  other  depart- 
ment a  leturu  is  made;  but  no  return  is  matle 
from  the  Auditor's  Department,  and  there  is  no 
way  of  getiing  a  return  of  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— If  the  Alderman  has  any 
curiosity  to  find  out  what  the  salaries  of  the  clerks 
in  the  Auditor's  office  are,  he  can  see  their  names 
upon  the  pay  roll.  There  is  th;  same  mle  for  that 
office  that  there  is  for  the  Citv  Clerk  and  the  City 
Treasurei  ,who  are  allowed  so  much  for  cleik  hire. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  it  the  Alder- 
ni  in  will  search  he  will  finel  that  the  same  rule 
does  not  apply  to  the  Auditor's  cilice. 

Alderman  fee  cot  t— Inasmuch  as  .he  Auditor  is 
present — as  he  usually  is  to  give  any  information 
that  may  be  requireef  in  regard  to  the  items  in  the 
appropriation  bill— I  move  that  he  betequested 
to  give  this  Information  ia  regard  to  the  Auditor's 
Department. 

Aldtrman  Worthington — 1  think  we  should  pass 
tins  item  ov«  r  and  let  ihe  Auditor  give  his  state- 
ment in  writing.  I  have  no  cnarge  to  make 
again.- 1  the  Auditor.  I  am  not  saying  a  word 
against  him  or  his  department.  I  am 
merely  asking  to  have  this  laid  over  that 
we  mav  have  a  written  statement  from 
him.  as  we  do  from  the  other  elep^rtments.  No 
one  appreciates  ihe  ability  and  fidelity  of  the  Au- 
ditor more  than  I  do.  I  have  no  doubt  about  any- 
thing: and  I  am  merely  asking  for  fhe  same  in- 
formation in  reg  rd  to  his  department  that  we 
have  from  the  others. 

Alderman  Stebbtns — The  Alderman  will  find  it 
iu  City  Document  32,  page  37,  and  the  amount  is 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  if  all  here.  "Au- 
ttitor's  salary,  a-  ..t  present  established,  $5000; 
clerk  hire,  $11,400;  stationery,  printing,  etc., 
$600" ;  in  all  amounting  to  $17,000.  Now,  sir,  I 
want  to  know— ana  say  point  is  just  here — what 
that  $11,000  is  paid  for,  and  what  sal  tries  the 
different  clerks  get  ?  Th  t  which  I  read  does  'nt 
explain  anything.    I  knew  all  that  before. 

Alderman  Btebbins—Pn  cisely  the  same  rule  is 
followed  there  as  in  every  other  department. 
Take  the  estimates  of  the  Boait!  of  Health,  on  the 
same  page.  «  hich  uere  appioved  by  the  Alderman 
himself.  The  Board  of  Health,  Clerk  and  assist- 
ants $4400,  and  for  Inspectors  $14,000.  That  does 
not  specify  what  each  one  gets. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  The  pay  roll  shows 
what  the  clerks  are  paid  there,  and  the  Auditer 
has  got  it  in  his  office.  But  will  the  gentleman 
tell  ine  a  place  wheie  we  can  see  what  the  Auditor 
pay-? 

Alelerman  Stebbius— Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Worthington— Where? 

Alderman  Stebbins — On  file  in  the  Auditor's 
office. 

Alderman  Woithi./gton— That  is  so;  but  we 
want  him  to  be  placed  just  the  same  as  any  one 
else.  I  knew  what  I  am  talking  about;  and  that 
the  Citv  Government  may  know  what  I  am  talk- 
ing about,  I  ask  that  this  item  may  he  over. 

Alilerman  Stebbins— I  am  a  gootl  deal  surprised 
at  the  course  the  Akiermaa  from  the  Highlands 
has  takeu,  because,  if  be  knows  anything  of  the 
workings  of  the  City  Government,"he  knows  the 
pay  roll  of  the  Auditors  clerks  are  on  file  in  this 
office,  just  the  same  as  the  City  Clerk's,  the  City 
Treasurer's  and  the  City  Registia.-'s,  and  thatof 
the  Health  Department.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand why  he  throws  out  these  insinuations  that 
there  is  something  wrong  in  t'a^  Auditor's  office. 

Alelerman  Worthington — I  have  thiown  out  no 
insinuations.  I  have  asked  for  a  detailed  account 
of  the  exi  enses  of  this  office,  the  same  aj  any 
other. 

Aldei man  Stebbins— The  pay  roll  giving  the  de- 
tails is  on  file  in  the  Auditor's  office,  the  same,  as 
that  of  any  other  department.  The  estimate  for 
the  Auditor's  department  is  made  up  the  sam;  as 
that  for  any  other  department.  If  the  Altleiman 
desires  to  see  that  pay  roll,  he  will  find  it  upon  file 
in  the  Auditor's  office. 

Alderman  Wprtnicgton  moved  an  amendment 
to  Alderman  Preseott's  motion,  that  the  auditor 
be  requested  to  make  the  statement  in  writing. 

Alelerman  PrescoU — There  may  be  several 
questions  raised  in  regard  to  the  appropriations 
which  those  not  on  the  committee  are  not  familiar 
with,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  eminently  proper 
that  the  auditor  should,  in  answer  to  questions  by 
members,  give  such  information  as  may  be  de- 
sired concerning  the  appropriations  for  the  dif- 
ferent departments.  I  trust  we  shall  take  hold  of 
this  matter  and  pursue  it  without  delay. 
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The  amendment  of  Alderman  Wonhirgton  was 
lost,  and  the  motion  of  Alderman  Piescott  was 
carried. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  of  the  City  Auditor  to 
explain  the  appropriation  of  §17,000  for  the  Audi- 
tor's Department. 

Mr.  Turner — The  appropriation  includes  the 
salary  of  the  principal  clerk,  $3000;  for  the  sec- 
ond clerk,  $2100,  and  the  third  clerk,  $1900.  The 
salary  of  tire  new  clerk  was  cot  fixed,  and  I  was 
undecided  what  sum  I  snonld  advance  on  the  sal- 
ary of  the  young  man  who  came  into  my  office  last 
year.  I  would  state  cbac  the  amounts  received  by 
the  Auditor's  cleiks  are  receipted  for  by  them,  and 
drawn  from  the  treasury  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
any  other  department,  and  the  pay  roll  can  be  seen 
there  at  any  time.  This  is  the  first  year  that  the 
Auditor's  and  Treasurer's  accounts  have  oeen 
put  into  a  separate  department,  so  that  toe  ex- 
pense of  each  should  be  clearly  shown.  Hereto- 
fore the  expense  of  these  two  departments  have 
been  embraced  in  the  appropriations  for  salanes, 
printing  and  incidentals;  now  they  stand  oat 
separate  and  show  the  entire  expense  of  each 
clearly  for  the  first  time. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  renew  the  motion 
that  it  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  Turner — I  stated  that  there  is  to  be  a  new 
clerk,  too.  It  the  office  does  not  need  a  new  clerk 
none  will  be  employed,  and  the  money  so  appro- 
priated, if  not  used,  or  any  part  of  it  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  year,  will  go  into  tbe  Sinking  Funds 
for  tbe  redemption  of  the  city  debt.  The  Audi- 
tor's clerk's  are  paid  in  exactly  the  same  way  as 
the  Treasurer's,  City  Clerk's  arid  oth-r  clerks,  on 
monthly  pay  rolls,  and  their  salaries  established 
by  the  Auditor  as  they  are  m  a  like  manner  by 
the  Treasuier  and  City  Clerk. 

Alderman  Burrage — Will  the  Auditor  repeat  his 
statemeot  again? 

Mr.  Turner — 1  left  out  my  own  salary  of  $5000, 
which  is  established  by  the  City  Council.  For 
clerk  hire— $3000  for  tbe  first  clerk,  $2100  for  the 
second,  $1900  foi  the  third,  and  $600  for  the  young 
man.  That  leaves  the  amount  to  be  paid  the  uew 
clerk,  which  has  not  yet  been  tieteirriiued  upon. 

Alderman  Burrage— That  makes  $12,600,  includ- 
ing the  Auditor's  salary. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  to  pass 
the  item  over  was  put  and  declared  lost. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  doubt  the  vote.  My 
point  is  that  I  want  a  week  to  consider  it,  and 
come  here  next  Monday  understanding  more 
fully  what  the  Auditor  wants.  By  th  t  time, 
perhaps,  we  may  know  that  the  Auditor's  and 
Treasurer's  accounts  are  going  to  be.  At  any 
rate,  we  shall  havp  a  little  time  to  think  about  it. 

Alderman  Power — When  any  Alderman,  in 
good  faith,  makes  such  a  request  as  the  gentle- 
man from  the  H  ghlands  'ioes,  I  think  he  is  en- 
titled to  a  fair  con-ideiation.  I  think  there  may 
be  some  good  reason  wby  this  should  be  put  over 
a  week.  JI  am  on  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and 
I  desire  that  eveiy  Altieiiu an  should  become  as 
familiar  with  the  Auditor's  Department  as  I  have 
become.  In  justice  to  the  geutleman  and  to  tbe 
Auditor  himself,  I  trust  this  matter  will  be  passed 
over  today. 

Alderman  Prescott — Inasmuch  as  those  esti- 
mates were  referred  to  the  Commitiee  on  Finance 
with  five  or  six  members  of  this  Board,  and  inas- 
much as  tbe  Alderman  from  the  Highlands  was 
himself  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  he  made 
no  objection  to  them  in  committee,  after  a  full 
consideration  of  all  these  items,  aud  as  the  mat- 
ter has  been  referred  back  to  this  Board  I  cannot 
understand  why  any  objection  should  be  made  at 
this  time,  especially  by  oue  of  the  committee  ro 
whom  the  estimates  were  referred. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  admit  that  I  was  on 
the  committee,  and  from  tbe  best  information  I 
had  then  I  did  nor  object  to  it.  I  have  made  the 
remarks  1  have  made,  from  information  I  have 
obtained  since,  and  from  a  request  made  to  me.  I 
did  not,  on  my  own  authority,  ask  to  have  it  put 
off  a  week,  that  we  may  investigate  it.  It  is  not 
a  matter  of  my  own.  I  have  entire  confidence  in 
the  Auditor;  no  man  his  more  confidence  in  him 
than  I  have.  But  I  make  this  request  fiotn  infor- 
mation furnished  to  ine  since  the  committee  met. 

Alderman  Burrage — Perhaps  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  it  had  better  lie  over,  and  I  shall  vote  for 
it. 

Tbe  motiou  to  lay  the  item  over  was  lost — 6  for, 
6  against. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  move  that  tlw  whole 
subject  of  the  appropriations  lie  over  for  one 
week.    I  think  we  have  reason  to  wait,  and  I  be- 


lieve I  have  reason  for  asking  that  it  may  lie  over. 
I  know  what  I  am  asking. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
grant  the  request.  I  want  to  know  his  reasons.  I 
am  on  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  and  if  a  :y 
memh-r  wants  to  find  out  about  the  appropriation 
for  Paving  or  any  other,  I  shall  be  glad  to  allow 
him  time  to  get  the  information.  In  justice  to 
both  the  Alderman  from  the  Highlands  ard  the 
Auditor  it  should  lie  over. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worrhington,  further 
consideration  of  tne  subject  was  speciaUy  assign- 
ed for  4%  o'clock  P.  M.  on  Monday  next. 

[Note  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

The  following  was  furnished  the  reporter  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  Board,  and  is  inserted 
at  his  request: 

It  appears  by  the  above  statements  made  by  the 
Auditor,  that  he  accidentally  omitted  in  his 
statement  the  salary  of  $1800  paid  to  the  Fourth 
Clerk.  The  statement  in  full  should  have  been  as 
follows: 

Principal  clerk  and  bookkeeper.  $3000 ;  secoud 
cleik,  $2100;  one  clerk,  $1900:  one  Clerk, $1800 ; 
junior,  $600;  new  clerkship,  $1800,  and  balance 
$200,  to  be  applied  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
junior  clerk  if  it  should  be  deemed  that  he  was 
entitled  to  it. 

Total  amount  asked  f~r  clerk  hire,  $11,400,  and, 
with  the  amount  of  $5000  for  the  Auditor's  salary, 
as  at  present  established,  with  $600  for  printing 
and  stationery,  makes  tbe  total  appropriation  ask- 
ed for  $17,000";  said  amount  having  been  approved 
by  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

The  appropriation  iu  the  salary   order   of   last " 
year  provided  that  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  and 
clerk  hire  should  be   for  the   Auditor   §5000 :    tor 
clerk  hire  $9700.    Total,  $14,700. 

To  this  add  $600  for  printing  and  sta- 
tionery, and  it  will  show  only  $1700  addi- 
tional for  new  clerk  and  additions  in  new 
appropriation  for  1875-76.  The  explanation 
of  not  needing  more  money  is  from  the  tact 
that  a  portion  of  the  amount  gi  anted  for  clerk 
hire  last  year  has  not  been  used,  and  the  balance 
unexpended  will  be  paid  into  the  Sinking  Fund.] 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  CITT  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Request  that  the  Everett 
Primary  School  in  Brighton  be  surrounded  by  a 
suitable  feuce.  Referred  to  Joint  Cominiftee'on 
Public  In-t:uction.    Sent  down. 

Resignation.  Communication  from  John  C. 
Robinson  resigning  the  office  of  constable.  Placed 
on  tile. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  ou  request  of  Committee 
on  Accounts  of  School  Committee,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  Eollowi  ig : 

Ordeied,  That  th;  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the' ap- 
propriation for  School  Instructors  to  that  for 
School  Expenses,  School  Committee,  the  sum  of 
$19,296.44. 

Read  twice  and  passed— 'vas  12.  nay-  0  Sent 
down, 

WATER       PIPES       IN       WARDS       SEVENTEEN'       AND 
NINETEEN. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  for  the  Committee  on 
Water,  to  whom  was  ref-  ned  the  request  of  rhe 
Cochituate  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation  of 
$100,000  towards  extending  the  water  works  in 
Wards  17  and  19,  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  the  request  be  granted  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  report  an  order  providing  the 
means.  R  port  accepted,  and  the  request  re- 
ferred to  Coinmittee  on  Fiuance.    Sent  down. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER   SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Water. to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for 
additional  authority  to  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  aqueducts  and  reservoirs  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  au  additional  supply  of  pure  water 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, would  respectfully  reconnend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
audit  is  hereby  authorized  to  contract  for  build- 
ing the  whole  of  the  iqueduct  between  Sudbury 
River  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and  the  vrori  8 
connected  therewith,  and  also  for  constructing 
the  three  reservoirs  designated  in  the  order  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  the  26th  of  F  Intra  v.  1S75. 
and  the  works  conuected  therewith,  necessarj  for 
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storing  and  purifying  the  waters  of  Sudbury 
River,  the  appropriation*  of  money  heretofore 
made  for  an  "additional  supply  of  water"  to  be 
applied  iu  making  payments  on  account  of 
said  contracts,  ana  of  other  expenses  in- 
•uired  oy  said  board,  under  the  authority 
of  the  orders  of  the  City  Council  ap 
proved  the  11th  April,  1873,  the  2d  January,  1875, 
and  the  26tb  February,  1875;  provided,  however, 
that  the  contracts  hi  rein  authorized  shall  be  made 
in  the  manner  specified  iu  the  said  order  of  tlie 
Citv  Council,  approved  the  2Cth  of  February,  1875, 
and  provided,  also,  that  the  estimated  expense  of 
the  work  to  be  performed  umbr  all  of  said  con- 
tracts, including  the  contracts  entered  into  under 
the  authority  of  the  said  order  of  the  City  Council, 
approved  tlie  26tb  February,  1875,  shall  not  ex- 
teed  the  sum  of  $4,500,000. 
Read  once. 

TRUSTEES  OF  CITY   HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Suecial  Committee  to  Nominate  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital,  lecomuiendiag  the  election  of 
Steohen  L.  Emery  and  William  H.  Kent.  The 
report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  Board  proceed 
to  ballot. 

Alderman  Prescott  hoped  the  nominations 
would  be  laid  over. 

Alderman  Harris  withdrew  the  motion. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

Aldeiman  Quiicy  submitted  a  report  fiotu  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  to  Nominate  Candidates 
for  Directors  for  Public  Institution*,  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  Sylvaims  A.  Denio,  Jaun  s  lv. 
Fagin  and  Frederick  Pease.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  nominations  wgre  1  ad  over. 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Han  is,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board, submitted  the  following: 

Order  of  notice  to  John  Lamb,  Samuel  G.  Reed, 
Michael  Freeman,  Benjamin  F.  Griggs,  John  Mc- 
Barron,  heirs  of  Samuel  A.  Way,  Dennis  F.  Flagg, 
Aaron  Kingsbury,  Sarah  A.  Moise,  Nathan  Morse, 
Robut  SimosoD,  Ruths  Estab  ook.  Lncinda  M. 
Avery,  George  F.  French,  Aldm  Avuy,  heirs  of 
Tho  lias  Marshall,  William  Bleakley,  Charles  H. 
Hayden,  L.  G.  Parmelee.  Herman  W.  Young, 
Pnoebe  Daniels,  Israel  Huekins,  George  W.  Hunne- 
well,  Arthur  Libby,  W.  &  A.  fWeon,  William  F. 
Bell,  Edwin  R.  Jenness,  M.  &  P.  A.  Riley,  John 
Good,  Joseph  B.  Shall  nd,  Edward  F.Litchfield, 
Caroline  Homer,  W.  S.  Coidingley,  John  Griggs, 
John  J.  Dawd,  Hiram  Johnson,  Joseph  Hani, 
Francis  J.  Abele,  Daniel  Clark.  John  Rogers, Emil 
F.  Ackerman,  German  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  W.  H.  Palmer,  W.  R.  Howe,  Ann  Vainer, 
Cynthia  W.  Batchclder,  John  Moore,  Reuben  M. 
Stackpole,  William  Minot  and  Horace  B.  Sargent, 
to  -'quit"  oc  Shawmut  avenue  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  Play  now  next  ei. suing. 

Passed.  ' 

Ordeied,  That  the  sum  <  f  $100  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  abated  from  the  assessment  for  better- 
ment for  the  widening  and  extension  of  Arch 
street  ot  $3000  upon  the  estate  of  Christine  Nils- 
son  Rouzaud,  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Strtet 
Commissioners,  of  Jan.  30,  1874,  owing  to  an  error 
in  said  assessment;  leaving  the  amount  of  bet- 
terment assessed  upon  her  estate — Ho  to  114  arch 
street — for  the  benefit  of  said  widening  and  ex- 
tension, at  $2600. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  assessed  by  an  or- 
der of  this  Board,  of  June  2,  1874,  upon  Stephen 
Hills'G  estate  in  Cambridge  street,  in  Ward  19, 
amounting  to  $177.78,  for  the  benefit  to  said  es- 
tate from  the  widening  of  said  Cambridge  street 
by  the  town  of  Brighton,  June  24, 1870,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  for  eEuse,  abated  in  full. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Stephen  Hill,  tor  appor- 
tionment of  betterment  assessment  on  Lincoln 
street,  Wa-d  19,  that  as  the  subject  is  properly 
within  the  province  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioneis,  the  petitioo  should  be  referred  to  that 
board.    Report  aocepte  1  and  reference  ordeied. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Elizabeth  S.  Crispin  $8948, 
for  land  taken,  including  all  the  land  between  the 
southerly  line  of  Beach  street  as  widened  by  the 
order  of  the  Street  Commissioners  of  June  15, 
1874,  and  the  original  line  of  said  street,  aud  for 
all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  ot  Beach 
street;  *.he  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropiia- 
tion  tor  Widening  Beach  Street.    Read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  George  VV\  Hunnewell  $2510,  and 


■William  H.  Palmer  $371.50,  for  land  taken  and 
dan-ages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Shaw- 
mut avtnue;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Widening  Shawmut  Avenue. 

Severally  read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  Stephen  Hill  $46.05,  S.  E  Decker 
$244.80,  aud  Chartc.  E.  Dearborn  $10.60  tor  lard 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening 
of  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19,  in  1873,  by  the  select- 
men ot  Brighton. 

Seveially  read  once. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leave  io  withdraw  on  De- 
titiou  of  Susau  8.  Parker  to  be  paid  for  damages 
caused  by  alleged  tefect  in  Washington  street. 
Accepted. 

Report  that  the  claim  of  Sarah  Waters,  for  per- 
sonal in  juries  by  alleged  defect  in  Ninth  street, 
had  been.  ?•  ttled  in  full  for  $150.    Accepted. 

Report  that  Dr.  S.  T.  Hyde,  who  petitioned  for 
compe  satiou  for  professional  services  rendered 
on  i  requisition  from  the  police,  had  been  award- 
ed $30  in  full  for  his  claim.    Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  or  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  reports 
recommending  the  planting,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, of  the  following  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables:  George  M.  Cook,  Le>vis  srieet,  Waid  16; 
Charles  Cune,  Pearl  street,  between  Everett 
and  Auburn  streets,  Waul  19. ;  W.  J.  Griffiths, 
Dix  street,  near  Adams  street,  Ward  16.  Severally 
accepted. 

armories.  ■ 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Armories,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $500 
in  furnishing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  by  Coin. 
pany  D,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  the  corner  of  Orleans  ana  Webster  streets, 
East  Boston  ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows : 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Twenty  news- 
boys. 

Intelligence  Office  License  Transferred— George 
A.  Appleby,  23%  Leverett  street,  to  E.  K.  Garvin. 

Hacs:  Licenses  Granted— Thomas  Oimond,  35 
CoDgress  street;  Albert  Hines,  18   Circuit   street. 

LiceusestoDealin  Second-hand  Articles  Granted 
— Paaiek  Mclilhiuey,  4  Allen  court,  East  Boston; 
James  A.  Laverty,  551  Medford  street,  Ward  22; 
Michael  Kelley,  Maverick  street,  opposite  c'ottage 
street  East  Boston. 

Auctioneers  ILcensed— E.  F.  Gilletl,  1513  Wash- 
ington street;  C.  H.  Starkev,  85  Travels  street; 
McKay  &  Clapp,  126  Pearl  street;  Ssinuel  O.  Lit- 
tle, 13  Main  street,  Ward  20  (reaewal). 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— J.  E.  Mithken,  vo 
give  a  concert  in  Concert  Hall  on  April  8th;  Geor- 
gia Minstrels,  to  give  concert  at  Beethoven  Hall, 
for  four  weeks;  Kimball  &  Wells,  to  give  dramat- 
ic entertainment  at  Wait's  Hall,  April  19th. 

Pawnbioker  Licensee— J.  J  Johnson,  22  Brattle 
street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Calvin  D.  Macom- 
ber,  831  Sixth  street;  Lorenz  SchJeieber,  236 
Broadway;  Francis  F.  Vibber,  879  Sixth  street ; 
John  H.  Donnelly,  209  Broadway;  J.  Q.  Lowd,  84 
West  Springfield' street;  Geoige  B.  Pierce  &  Co., 
2  Chapman  place  (two  bowling  alleys);  W.  F.  Ker- 
rigan, 805  Tremont  street;  George  Wright,  39  Eliot 
3treet. 

Wagon  License  Granted— Hill  &  Co.,  8  and  10 
Court  square. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Refused — Moses  L.  Morris, 
735  Washington  street;  Joseph  E.  Newhall,  287 
Treroont  street;  Ramsell  Brotuers,  93  Plea  ant 
street;  James  Sullivan.  80  Pleasant  street;  James 
Moran,  1135  Harrison  avenue. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Mrs.  A.  M.  Jor- 
dan, 345  Wairen  street;  John  C.  Martain,  197 
Cambridge  street;  Andreas  Tomfohrde,  28  Hano- 
ver street;  Benjamin  S.  Brooks,  1926  Washington 
street;  W.  H.  Seeley,  179  Shawmut  avenue;  Louis 
PoUtti,  53  and  55  Warren  avenue,  Charlestown; 
Arthur  Collins,  9  Albany  street;  SVenneiholm  & 
McLaughlin,  158  State  street;  James  Ryan,  201 
South  street;    Horace  C.  Barnes,   North'  Feirv, 
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foot  of  Battery  street ;  James  B.  Lamb,  78  Merri- 
mac  street;  J.  P.  Weimerholm,  96  Merriinae 
street. 

Innholder's  License  Granted— Joseph  Gahu,  10 
Bow  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  ths  license  heretofore  granted  to 
Benjamin  Dt>  Young  as  a  pawnbroker  at  35  Knee- 
land  street   be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  aud  passed. 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS— RULES    AS    TO  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Ordnances  be  instructed  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  providing  by  ordinance 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions 
shall,  in  the  erection,  alteration  or  repair  of  build- 
ings, be  subject  to  the  same  provisions  concern- 
ing plans,  specifications  and  proposals,  to  which 
tiie  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  are  now  sub- 
ject by  ordinance. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

BELL  TO  BE  RUNG. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  Tuat  the  Board  of.Fire  Commissioners 
cause  th..  bell  ot  the  Maverick  Congregational 
Society,  at  the  corner  of  Liverpool  nireet  and 
Maverick  square,  to  be  rung  at  tlie  usual  morn- 
ing, noon  and  evening  nours ;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bells  and  Clocks, 
Fire  Department. 
Read  once. 

STORAGE   OF  PETROLEUM. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  .submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  granting  of  a  license  to 
B.  O.  &  F.  H.  Merrill  to  store  petroleum,  etc.,  at 
45-57  Chsulestown  street.    Accepted. 

PAVING. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Report  on  petition  of  N.  J.  Bradlee  et  al.,  with 
order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Stieefs  to 
pave  with  brickthe  sidewalk  in  front  of  St.  Mark's 
Church,  on  Pembi  oke  street.    Order  read  once. 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  petition 
of  Patrick  Woods, to  move  wooden  building  from 
Norfolk  avenue  to  Hampden  street,  corner  of 
George.    Accepted. 

Report  recommerjding  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  John  W.  Hollis,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  on  Cambridge  street,  Ward  19. 
Accepted . 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Mary  Gallagher,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  at  97  aud  99  Cabot  street,  as  she  was  paid 
$500  in  1872,  id  full  settlement  of  her  claim.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Schedule  of  cost  ($1998.63)  of  laying  edgestoues 
in  Longwood  avenue,  between  Bumpsteadlane  and 
Parker  street,  with  an  order  for  tne  assessment 
and  collection  of  one-half  the  same.  Order  lead 
once. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  RAILROAD    IN  WASHINGTON,   MILK, 
CHAUNCY  AND   HAWLEY  STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  427) : 

'The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  netitiou  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  for  a  location  on  Summer,  Washington 
and  Hawley  streets,  respectfully  report  the  accom- 
panying order  of  location: 

Ordered,  That,  in  addition  to  the  lights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  as  follows, 
viz.:  Commencing  at  a  point  in  the  tracks  ot  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Summer  street,  opposite 
the  easterly  line  ot  Chauncy  street  extended, 
thence  through  Summer  street  to  Washington 
street,  through  Washington  street  to  Milk  street, 
through  Milk  street  to  Hawley  street,  and  through 
Hawley  street  to  Summer  street,  there  to  connect 
with  the  track  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
as  now  laid  down  in  said  Summer  street. 
Said  company  shall  also  have  the  right  to 
lay  down  a  curved  track  at  the  intersection  of 
Beach  and  Kingston  streets,  to  connect  the  tracks 
of  said  company  on  Beach  street  with  the  tracks 
ot  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Kingston  street. 
The  tracks  located  by  this  order  being  shown  by 
red  lines  on  two  plans  drawn  by  Henry  W.  Wilson, 
civil  engineer,  dated  March  2, 1875,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of   the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 


Said  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  shall  also 
have  the  right,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  lav,-,  to 
enter  upon  and  use  with  its  horses  and  cais  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  on 
Kingston  and  Summer  streets.  The  right  to  lay 
down  the  track  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the 
condition  that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  the 
same,  the  foom  of  rail  to  be  used,  and  the  kind 
and  quality  of  material  used  in  paying  said  track, 
shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Paviag  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by 
them.  Also,  upon  the  condition  that  the  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this 
order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  hereiu  contained,  and 
file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  cae  City 
Clerk  wit bin  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  pas- 
sage ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  once. 

Alderman  Pouei  expressed  the  hope  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  would  take  paiDS  to  examine 
the  plans  and  maps  befoie  the  next  meeting,  that 
they  may  vote  understandingly. 

Alderman  Woithingtoo  asked  if  it  is  in  contem- 
plation to  discontinue  the  running  of  the  South 
Boston  cais  round  the  circuit  and  keep  them  all 
on  the  east  side  of  Washington  street? 

Alderman  Power  s=iid  that  was  in  me  bands  of 
the  Bo?rd  to  act  upon. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  asked  what  the 
feeling  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Paviog  was. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  are  in  favor  of  confining 
the  South  Boston  cars  to  that  location.  So  far  as 
my  o~?n  feeling  goes  I  am  in  favor  of  letting  thsm 
have  the  privilege  of  running  a  few  of  their  jars 
as  near  tie  North  liid  depots  as  possible,  though 
I  believe  the  company  will  be  willing  so  run  most 
of  their  cars  ou  this  new  location;  but  it  rests 
with  this  Board  to  say  whether  they  Kill  confine 
them  there.  I  have  answered  the  question  the 
best  I  can. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  merely  wanted  to 
know  what  the  committee  weie  doing. 

REPAINTING  BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Powei,  for  the  Committee  on  Bridges, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commiitee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repaint  Broadway  Bridge,  at  an  esti- 
mated expeuse  of  S1000;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
ptopriation  for  Rebuilding  the  Draw  of  said 
Bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SUPPLIES  FOR   PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  ordinance 
to  amend  the  ordinance  lelating  to  public  institu- 
tions, b,r  striking  out  from  the  seventh  seetiou 
(Ordinances,  page  403.)  all  woras  between  "pr>ce" 
in  the  fourth  line  aud  "no"  in  the  eighteenth  liue : 
also  by  inserting  ir.  the  eighth  section,  after  the 
word  '''expenditures,"  in  the  third  line,  the  words 
"and  receipt';  in  detail  for  the  preceding  quarter," 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  section  which  it  i^  pro- 
posed to  change  may  be  found  ou  page  403  of  the 
ordinances. 

"Sect.  7.  Whenever  it  is  necessary  to  procure 
supplies,  material,  services  or  laboi  for  the  said 
institutions,  all  due  caie  sh?Jl  be  used  to  procure 
the  same  at  the  lowest  market  pi  ice." 

That  it  is  proposed  to  leave.  The  clause  to  be 
stricken  out  is  as  follows: 

"When  the  supplies  or  materials  to  be  obtained 
exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  $300,  the  board  shall 
advertise  in  the  uewspapeis  employed  by  the  city 
to  publish  its  advertisements  tor  sealed  proposals 
to  furnish  such  supplies  or  materials,  describing 
particularly  the  quality  and  quantity  required, 
aud  the  tiuies  and  places  of  delivery.  '  Such  pro- 
posals as  may  be  receivec  shall  be  opened  c.t  a 
public  meeting  of  the  board,  and  the  contracts 
shall  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder;  provided, 
the  board  shall  deem  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city;  and  fhe  person  contracting  shall  furnish  sat- 
isfactory security  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  contract." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  committee  understood 
that  these  provisions  had  never  been  euforced, 
and  it  was  'bought  best  that  they  should  either  be 
enforced  oi  repealed.  The  directors  say  that  its 
enforcement  would  greatly  hamper  the  busi- 
ness; aud  if  they  wanted  to  buy  §300 
woith  of  beef  or  flour,  and  it  had "  to  be 
done  through  pioposals,  it  would  not  always 
be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city.      They  often 
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wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  markets  and  make 
larger  purchases  than  that,  and  I  think  it  is  very 
evident  that  if  we  cannot  trust  a  board  with  its 
running  expenses  up  to  $300  we  had  better  not 
trust  them  at  aM.  At  tne  same  time  the  commit- 
tee thought  that  the  quarterly  report  of  the  board 
should  contain  the  expenditures  and  receipts  a 
little  more  in  detail  than  it  does  row,  and  there- 
fore the  vote  of  the  committee  was  to  strike  out 
this  provision  tor  f300,  nd  insert  the  one.  provid- 
ing tor  a  report  of  the  expenditures  and  re- 
ceipts in  detail.  This  limn,  of  $300  is  one 
which,  the  other  boards  are  not  subjected  to,  and 
the  reason  why  it  was  introduced  into  this  ordi- 
nance did  n't  appear  to  the  committee,  and  the 
directors  thought  they  bad  a  right  to  ask  for  its 
repeal. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Burrage,  Alderman 
Quincy  read  the  section  as  it  would  be  after 
amended. 

Alderman  Prescott— Do  I  understand  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  to  say  there  is  no  limit 
fixed  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  supplies  that  can 
be  purchased,  without  advertisement,  under  the 
amendment  to  the  ordinance? 

Alderman  Quincy— If  the  amendment  is  passed 
there  will  be  practically  no  limit.  These  are  the 
current  running  expenses  and  it  did  n't  occur  to 
the  committee  to  make  a  limit  in  the  expenditures 
for  current  expenses.  One  could  be  easily 
suggested  by  naming  a  larger  amount,  but  such 
was  not  the  opinion  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Prescott — It  seems  to  me  there  chould 
be  some  amount  fixed  beyond  which  the  directors 
Should  not  go  without  receiving  pi oposals.  A  re- 
striction is  placed  upon  committees;  they  cannot 
make  contracts  neyond  a  certain  sum  witnout  ad- 
vertising for  pioposals.  What  I  had  in  my  mind 
at  the  time  was  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  fuel,  an 
article  which  costs  many  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  in  which  there  has  never  in  the  past  been  any 
great  competition  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
leara.  It  seems  to  ine  that  the  large  quantity  of 
coal  they  re'quiie  should  be  put  out  by  contract, 
the  same  as  is  done  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alo'eiman  Power— The  passage  of  this  order,  of 
couise,  din't  interfere  with  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors advertisi'  g  for  materials  when,  in  the.ir 
judgment,  they  think  it  is  best  to  do  so.  The 
special  reason  foi  making  the  change  is  in  the 
matter  of  provisions,  which  sta.ui:'.  in  the  way  of 
enforcing  the  ordinance.  As  a  general  thing,  I 
am  in  favor  of  competition;  but  fuel,  which  the 
gentleman  mentioned,  i-  a  siainlm-d  article,  and  I 
am  iu  favor  of  advertising  for  proposals  for  sup- 
plies of  such  things.  I  don't  think  the 
directors  ask  this  change  in  order  to  evade  any 
such  thing  as  that,  hut  it  is  siinuly  that  they  may 
purchase  provisions  ard  general  supplies  at  any 
time,  and  this  oidinat.ee  will  interfere  with  the 
proper  and  good  management  of  the  institutions 
if  it  is  enforced.  I  think  it  is  well  e>  ough  as  it  is. 
I  don't  know  that  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospi- 
tal are  compelled  to  advertise  for  eveiythiog  they 
want,  and  1  don't  know  that  any  of  the  boards 
are  except  the  Water  Board  in  relation  to  the 
great  project  of  additional  supply,  in  which  I 
believe  a  clause  was  inserted  requiring  it.  With 
that  exception  I  believe  nodepartmen;  is  required 
to  advertise. 

Alderman  Bun  age— What  is  the  amount  usu  illy 
expended  for  fuel  by  these  institutions? 

Alderman  Prescott -I  can  answer  the  Alderman 
from  the  Auditor's  estimates:  House  of  Industry, 
fuel  and  lights,  $17,000;  House  of  Correction,  do., 
$15,000:  Lunatic  Hospital,  do.,  $6000;  steamer 
Henry  Morrison,  fuel,  $6000— amounting  in  all  to 
$44,000,  and  it  is  all  purchased  at  one  time.  It 
seems  to  me  that  in  such  a  matter  competition 
ought  to  be  provided  for.  Although  toe  ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  City  Hospital  does  not  require 
an  adveitisetnent  for  supplies  of  col,  yetrhe  trus- 
tees have  done  so;  and  1  think  that  until  within  a 
few  years  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors to  do  the  same  thinir.  I  ca--  not  help  feel- 
ing that,  if  that  provision  jshoala  be  made, 
fuel  could  be  purchasor)  at  a  lower  price. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  think  it  woald  be  better 
to  amend  by  excepting  the  article  of  fuel  from  the 
supplies. 

Alderman  O'Brien— When  the  trustees  apoeared 
before  the  committee  I  believe  that  fuel  was 
mentioned,  and  they  stated  that  their  contract  for 
fuel  was  lower  thau  that  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
In  other  matters  I  can  see  where  a  limit  of  $300 
would  prove  a  serious  detriment  to  the  directors 
in  purchasing  flour  and  provisions  generally.  I 
have  no  objection  to  requkit  g  competition  in  re- 


gard to  fuel,  though  in  that  they  can  move  as 
they  do  in  other  articles. 

Aldeimau  Power— Bids  are  invited  from  those 
known  to  be  furnishing  the  kind  of  fuel  le- 
quired,  but  as  the  Alderman  remarked  I  have 
no  objection  in  a  clause  excepting  fuel,  if  it  is 
desned. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  fuel  for  the  public  in- 
stitutions is  delivered  at  the  wharf;  while  that 
for  the  city  is  contracted  for  to  be  delivered  at 
the  public  ouildings.  It  is  natural  to  suppose 
that  fuel  to  be  delivered  at  the  wharf  can  be  pur- 
chased cheaper  than  if  delivered  at  buildings  all 
"ver  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  contract  for 
supplying  $40,000  worth  of  fuel  should  be  open  to 
competition  and  the  contract  awarded  to  the 
lowest  bidder. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  did  not  compare  the  state- 
ments, but  I  distinctly  remember  their  saying  that 
their  fuel  was  purchased  at  a  lower  price  than  fuel 
is  furnished  to  the  city  for. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  ordinance 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

PERMIT   FOB  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  reporr  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  recommending  that 
the  petition  of  >v .  &  J.  Stiider,  for  lerive  to  locate 
a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  7755  Washington 
street,  be  gianted.    Accepted. 

ARMORY  IN  DORCHESTER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  order  to  al- 
low and  pay  $200  per  annum  for  ient  of  armory  of 
Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  on  Han- 
cock stieet,  Ward  16,  beginning  Jan.  1,  1875,  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Worthington  explained  that  this  mat- 
ter had  been  before  the  committee  some  time, 
both  this  year  and  last,  Captain  Paget's  company 
at  Lower  Mills  had  asked  for  an  armory  farther 
down  in  the  interior  of  Dorchester;  they  were  un- 
able to  obtain  Lyceum  Hall,  and  it  was  decided  to 
locate  the  armoiy  in  the  Gibson-street  High 
School  building.  About  that  time  Captain 
Harlow  of  Company  C,  Fourth  Battalion, 
came  in  with  a  petition,  and  it  wa3  de- 
cided to  locate  both  companies  in  that  building, 
and  fit  up  the  lower  part  foi  the  armories  and  the 
upper  part  foi  a  drill  room,  and  each  company 
had  eveiy  convenience,  without  interfering  with 
the  other.  They  were  entirely  separate  and  dis- 
tinct. Captain  Harlowe  said  it  was  too  far  from 
where  hr.  men  were  locnted,  and  he  wanted  an 
ar  nory  nearei  Upham's  Coiner.  The  committee 
looked  over  the  whole  territory,  and  in  their  opin- 
ion that  was  no  reasonable  objection.  It  is  only 
a  little  over  a  mUe  from  Meeting  House  Hill  and 
one  and  one-balf  miles  from  the  Centre, where  his 
men  live.  This  is  mtv  piocerty;  and  there  is  no 
o  hei  building  suitable  for  an  airnory  in  that  vi- 
cinity. Last  year  the  City  Council  appropriated 
money  for  fitting  it  up,  and  it  is  now  their 
armory,  and  they  are  charging  it  to  the 
State  today.  If  this  $200  is  appropriated.  Cap- 
tain Harlowe's  company  will  have  two  armories 
and  the  city  will  lose  the  $600  it  can  receive  from 
the  State. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  he  regretted  that  a  com- 
mittee generally  so  peaceable  and  harmo- 
nious as  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  should 
be  divided  upon  this  matter;  with  the  exception 
of  the  chairman,  they  are  entirely  unanimous  in 
this  maiter.  He  was  willing  to  admit  foi  the  sake 
of  argument-^what  Colonel  Wilson  denies — that 
the  schoolhouse  has  ample  accommodations ;  but 
Captain  Harlowe's  point  was  that  so  many  of  his 
men  had  to  p.o  so  far  now  that  it  was  a  hardship 
to  ask  them  to  go  farther.  Tne  captain  stated  the 
residences  of  the  men  to  be  as  follows : 

'•The  company  which  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
mand is  composed  at  the  present  time  of  fifty- 
four  members.  Of  this  number,  twenty-eight  live  at 
add  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Upham's  Corner. 
The  'oalauce  of  the  membership  is  located  at  the 
Highlands  and  South  End,  with  the  exception  of 
three  who  live  at  Atlantic,  one  who  lives  on 
Dorchester  avenue,  opposite  the  old  Dor- 
chester High  School  building,  and  three 
who  reside  at  Field's  Corner.  The  meet- 
ings of  the  company,  for  a  large  part  of 
the  time  since  its  reorganization  in  April  last,  at 
which  time  I  took  command,  have  been  held  twice 
each  «-eek,  for  the  purpose  of  perfection  in  drill, 
n  order  that  the  company  should  be  able  to  com- 
pare favorably  with  others  in  the  militia.  The  at- 
tendance at  these  meetings  has  been  very  good, 
the  number  present  ranging  from  t«  enty  to  Forty. 
The  hour  for  the  meetings  has  been  7.30,  but  as  a 
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number  of  the  members  came  from  the  city  on 
the  car  which  arrives  at  Upham's  Coiner  at  7.45, 
drills  and  business  meetings  have  beeu  postponed 
until  that  time." 

Alderman  Quincy  referred  to  page  311  ot  the 
minutes  of  last  year,  and  read  the  proceedings  on 
this  subject,  by  which  the  words  "and  Company 
C,  Fourth  Battalion,"  were  stricken  out,  and  that 
was  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The 
Alderman  read  from  the  remarks  made  in  both 
branches,  to  show  that  it  was  not  clearly  under- 
stood in  both  branches  that  the  armory  of  Com- 
pany C  should  be  located  there.  The  two  compa- 
nies belong:  to  separate  organizations,  owning  to 
no  common  authority,  and  they  should  not  be  lo- 
cated in  the  same  building.  He  supposed 
that  tie  chairman  in  the  other  branch 
did  not  understand  that  the  committee  were  not 
unanimous  because  the  chairman  had  not  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  make  a  minority  report. 
If  the  City  Council  had  taken  the  action  stated -oy 
the  chairman,  it  would  not  perhaps  be  well  tore- 
cede;  but  not  having  taken  that  action,  the  com- 
mittee cannot  look  at  it  in  the  same  light  as  their 
chairman.  The  Aldei man  concluded  by  quoting 
the  militia  law,  which  provides  that  the  location 
of  a  company's  armory  shall  be  determined  by  the 
residence  of  a  majority  of  its  members,  which, 
although  it  does  not  strictly  apply  to  this  case,  yet 
the  spirit  of  the  law  applies. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  that,  in  reply  to  the 
statement  of  Colonel  Wilson,  the  room1?  are  di- 
vided by  a  partition  running  through  Che  centre, 
and  there  is  ample  space  for  two  companies.  Af- 
ter Captain  Paget  got  in,  the  closets  were  filled  up 
temporarily,  with  the  understanding  that  they 
were  to  be  taken  out  when  Captain  Harlowe  came 
in.  The  armory  is  a  mile  and  a  third  from  the 
cenire  where  Captain  Harlowe  says  the  members 
of  his  company  reside.  Prom  Upham's  Corner  to 
Dorchester  avenue  is  a  railroad;  the  distance  is 
about  2500  feet,  or  about  ten  minutes'  walk  From 
Meeting  House  Hill  to  the  schoolhouse  it  is  4000 
feet.  Children  walk  that  distance  to  school 
and  back  every  day,  and  the  citizen  sol- 
diers should  be  able  to  do  the  same 
thing.  The  debate  alluded  to  by  Alder- 
man Quincy  was  in  regard  to  fitting  up  the  armo- 
ries with  closets  and  gun  racks  for  the  two  com- 
panies, and  he  had  stated  that  unless  Captain 
Harlowe  came  in  there  all  the  money  would  not  be 
needed, and  the  fitting  up  of  the  room  would  be  done 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Captain 
►tfaget  accepted  the  location  at  once;  and  if  Cap- 
tain Harlow  will  do  so  be  will  have  just  as  good 
an  armory  as  Captain  Paget  has.    The  companies 


are  no  more  together  than  two  tenants  in  one 
building.  The  partition  runs  lengthwise  the 
whole  building,  and  the  entrances  are  on  differ- 
ent sides. 

Alderman  O'Brien  sain  it  was  commendable  to 
cut  down  expenses,  but  this  is  a  modest  request  for 
§200  for  a  little  armory  in  the  vicinity  where  the 
men  reside.  Thirty-three  of  the  men  reside  from 
a  mile  to|a  mile  and  a  half  from  this  little  armory, 
and  they  would  have  to  travel  two  or  three  miles 
to  reach  the  schoolhouse,  which  it  was  unreason- 
able to  ask  them  to  do.  In  regard  to  the  horse 
car,  suppose  fifty-five  men  bave  to  pay  their  car 
fares,  it  will  cost  them  more  than  the  city  pays  for 
the  armory;  the  city  will  save  §200  and  the  men 
lose  several  hundreds.  The  company  is  one  of  the 
best  drilled  in  the  city  and  are  favorably  spoken 
of  in  every  respect.  If  this  is  not  allowed  there  is 
a  possibility  of  the  company  disbanding. 

Alderman  Woithington  said  they  hatl  asked  the 
city  to  pay  the  "modest"  sum  of  §200  for  a  little 
room  that  is  n't  worth  $50.  It  is  to  be  only  a  tem- 
porary place  till  they  get  something  better,  and 
he  wants  to  have  one  built  for  him,  at  a  rent  of 
§800  or  §1000  a  year.  There  is  n't  a  company  in 
Boston  but  the  members  go  that  distance  to  drill. 
Captain  Harlowe  refused  to  go  into  the  armory 
with  Captain  Paget,  who  had  a  nice  set  of  young 
men  m  his  company,  who  come  an  average  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  and  seven-ninths  to  this  armory; 
yet  Captain  Harlo-ve's  men  cannot  come  a  mile 
and  a  third.  If  we  are  to  have  citizen  soldiers, 
they  should  be  able  to  walk  as  far  to  an  armory 
as  children  do  to  school.  •  ,i 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  Captain  Harlowe  never 
would  put  his  company  there  and  the  city  will 
never  get  the  §600  rent  from  the  State.  In  fact 
Captain  Paget's  lieutenant  says  they  don't  want 
them  there,  as  there  is  not  room  enough  for  the 
two. 

Alderman  Worthington  replied  th  it  he  knew 
that  argument  was  to  be  made.  The  distance  was 
not  greater  than  the  boys  walk  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  school  regiment.  He  bad  no  personal 
interest,  but  was  merely  looking  out  for  the 
closest  economy. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  8,  nays  4 — in  concur- 
rence. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Bmrage,  Harris, 
O'Brien,  Pope.  Quincy,  Stebbins,  Viles— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Power,  Prescott,  Wor- 
thington— 1. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  he  to  tomorrow  at 
seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  aud  ou  motion  of  Alderman 
Power  the  Board  adjourned  to  that  time. 


171 


BOARD       OF      ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Bo&rd  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    30,    1875. 


The  Board  met,  according  to  adjournment,  at 
seven  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  new  draft  of  the  city  charter, 
Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  remained  in  session  till  ten  min- 
utes before  ten  o'clock,  and  considered  sections 
121  to  167  inclusive. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  an  amendment  to  sec- 
tion 143,  providing  for  The  appointment  of  a  Har- 
bor Master  by  the  Police  Commission  (tne  new 
draft  gives  the  authori  ty  of  Harbor  Master  to  the 
captain  of  the  Harbor  Police  station),  which  was 
voted  down. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  6.45  P.  M.,  tomorrow,  to 
continue  the  consideration  of  the  charter. 


MARCH       31,       1875. 


Adjourned  meeting  at  6.45  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Power  in  the  chair. 

KNTERTAINMENT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  ihe  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  tender  the  hospitalities  of  the/nty  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  his  Cacinet  on 
the  occasion  of  his  contemplated  visit  to  this 
State,  and  that  a  joint  special  committee  of  the 
City  Council,  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor  as  chair- 
man, and  the  chairman  and  three  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  with  such  as  the  Common 
Council  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  make  the 
nece.-sary  arrangements;  the  expenses  thereof  to 
he  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Worthirgton— If  there  is  no  objec- 
tion,! move  that  the  order  take  its  second  read- 
ing. The  President  is  expected  to  be  here  on  the 
17th  of '  April,  and  there  are  only  three  weeks  in 
which  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  I 
understand  that  the  Commercial  Club  contemplate 
giving  him  an  entertainment,  and  probably  an 
excursion  will  be  on  the  programme.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  city  to  make 
some  arrangements  to  receive  the  President,  aud 
I  have  therefore  offered  the  order. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed — yeas  11, 
nays  0. 

Aldermen  Worthington,  Power  and  Prescott 
wer>s  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Sent  dowo. 

PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  lay  a  turnout  track 
not  to  exceed  150  "feet  in  length,  connecting;  with 
ite  track  in  Cambridge  stieet,  between  Parker 
street  and  the  line  of  Somerville.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Paving. 

ADDITIONAL    WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins — it  is  very  desirable  that 
the  order  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Water, 
on  Monday,  should  go  to  die  other  branch  as  soon 
a?!  possible.  I  intended,  before  the  Board  should 
adjourn  tonight,  to  ask  for  a  special  meeting  to- 
morrow, that  the  order  referred  to  might  be 
passed,  but  as  general  business  'aas  been'  intro- 
duced, I  move  that  we  take  up  the  order. 

The  order  [City  Doc.  No.  44,  viz.,  an  order  to 
authorize  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  to  contiact 
for  building  the  whole  of  the  aqueduct  between 
Sudbury  River  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and 
the  works  connected  therewith,  and  also  for  con- 
structing the  three  reservoirs  designated  in  the 
order  approved  Feb.  26,  1875,  etc.,  the  estimated 
expense  of  the  work  to  be  performed  under  all  of 
said  contracts  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  $4,500,000] 
was  taken  up,  and  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Harris — I  would  like  to  ask  my  friend 
from  Ward  8,  who  is  so  conversant  with'  every- 
thing appertaining  to  water  works,  what  is  to  be 
understood  by  "and  the  works  connected  there- 
with," in  the  fifth  line? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  suppose  "the  works  con- 
nected therewith"  would   be  construed  as  mean- 


ing bridges  over  certain  roads,  perhaps;  the 
bridge  over  Charles  River,  which  is  necessary, 
and  certain  culverts  connected  with  the  conauit. 

Alderman  Power — And  tunnelling. 

Alderman  Worthington— We  have  a  reference 
here  to  certain  oi  ders  approved  April  11, 1873,  Jan. 
2, 1875,  and  the  22d  of  February,  1875.  It  seems  to 
me  we  ought  to  have  them  read,  that  thS  Board 
may  be  more  familiar  wit:i  them.  I  do  not  re- 
member what  those  orders  were,  and  I  would  like 
to  hear  them  read  flat  we  may  know  just  what  we 
are  doing. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  first  order,  April  11, 
1873,  p.ovided  for  a  loan  of  §500,000,  by  which  the 
tunnel  was  co  be  constructed ;  the  second,  of  Jan. 
2, 1875,  was  the  order  authorizing  the  Water  Board 
to  take  Sudbury  River ;  the  third  order,  of  Feb. 
26, 1875,  was  for  a  loan  of  $1,500,000  to  enable  the 
Water  Board  to  go  forward  and  complete  the  tun- 
nel and  build  three  storage  reservoirs.  This  order 
authorizes  the  Water  Board  to  contract  for  build- 
ing the  whole  line  of  tunnel. 

Alderman  Worthington — This  order  says  the 
sum  shall  not  exceed  §4,500,000;  I  wish  to  ask  if 
that  is  to  complete  the  whole  work  on  the  Sud- 
bury scheme— the  storage  basins  and  everything 
nece-sary  to  carry  the  water  to  Chestnut  Hill  Res- 
ervoir. 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  The  City  Engineer  esti- 
mates tuat  that  will  cover  the  entire  cost  with  the 
exception  of  mill  damages,  which  is  a  separate 
item  and  on  which  no  estimate  has  been  made. 

Alderman  Worthington — What  will  be  the  con- 
sequence if  we  shalf  vote  to  pay  this  money,  and 
it  shall  turn  out,  after  we  have  got  two-thirds  of 
the  w  iy  into  it,  that  it  is  going  to  cost — what  a 
great  manv  believe  it  will  cost— from  six  to  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  instead  cf  §1,500.000.  I  thick 
it  was  stated  by  the  engineers,  at  the  fii  st  meeting 
I  attended,  that  it  would  cost  frooi  ten  to  twelve 
millions  of  dollars.  The  first  time  1  ever  saw  Mr. 
Davis  v/as  at  that  meetir  g.  Then  the  talk  was 
that  it  would  cost  from  eight  to  twelve  millions  of 
dollars. 

Alderman  Stebbins — To  what  meetiug  noes  the 
Alderman  refer? 

Alderman  Worthington — It  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Engineers  and  the  old  Water  Board.  Then  the 
talk  was  that  it  would  cost  from  eight  to  twelve 
millions  of  dollars;  that  Has  been  believed  by  a 
good  maDy  up  to  this  time,  and  it  was  so  argued 
fast  year. "  Now,  I  waut  to  know  what  will  be  the 
consequence,  if  we  get  into  it,  if  this  $4,500,000 
does  not  pay  the  bills.  I  don't  know  but  it  will; 
but  I  want  to"  know  where  we  are.  It  is  an  impor- 
tant thing;  it  involves  the  expenditure  of 
$4,500,000,  and  I  think  we  had  better  talk 
about  it;  we  had  better  go  into  that  de- 
bating society  that  the  late  Alderman 
talked  aboat,  and  get  some  information.  I  am 
merely  trying  to  get  information  now.  It  is  the 
feeling  of  many  that  it  will  cost  $8,000,000;  but  by 
looking  over  this  order  it  appeals  that  it  is  to  cost 
but  $4,500,000.  Now  I  waut  to  know  what  the 
consequence  will  beifitcaonot  be  built  for  $4,- 
500.000? 

Alderman  Power— I  think  the  language  of  this 
order  ougat  to  satisfy  the  Alderman.  The 
Board  want  authority  to  make  contracts  for 
the  whole  woik,  and  "the  order  specifies  a  lim- 
it, viz.:  "and  piovided,  also,  that  the  estimated 
expense  of  the  work  to  be  performed  under  all  of 
said  contracts,  including  the  contracts  entered  in- 
to unoir  the  authority  nf  trie  said  order  of  the 
City  Council,  apptoved  the  26th  of  February.  1875, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $4,500,000."  Iihave 
never  heard  the  estimated  cost  of  the  actual 
works  put  at  a  sum  higher  than  this;  bur  fabulous 
sum>  have  bee.i  put  upon  the  mill  damages,  which 
have  not  been  estimated  upou.  It  has  been  put 
higher  than  that,  aud  fabulous  sums  have 
been  put  upon  the  mill  damages  for  the 
purpose  of  argument,  and  rtefeacing'this  scheme 
in  the  last  ""Government,  and  that  was  what 
delayed  it  so  long.  The  work  on  the  tunnel, 
bridges,  etc.,  can  easily  be*  estimated  very 
closely.  Of  course  the  Water  Board  want 
to  obtain  this  authority,  advertise  for  proposals 
and  contiact  for  the  work.  When  they  receive 
their  proposals,  if  the  figures  do  not  come  under 
tins  sum,  thev  have  uo  authority  to  go  beyond  it. 
and  of  couise  will  not,  I  have  been  informed  that 
since  the  outer  to  seize  Sudbury  River  passed 
the  fabulous  sums  for  mill  damages  have  all  d  win- 
died;  and  I  am  further  informed  that  if  General 
Builer  should  be  retained  by  the  city  m 
the  settlement  of  those  damage;,  the  actual 
cost    would    be    very  small.    Although   General 
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Butler  has  been  in  a  position  of  antagonism  to 
the  city  in  this  matter,  and — I  don't  want  to  be 
understood  as  oemg  generally  a  veiy  strong 
friend  of  bis— I  think,  and  have  no  doubt  that  it 
might  be  a  good  idea  for  the  city  of  Boston  to 
secure  the  services  of  General  Butler  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  am  informed  that  if  he  is  retained  the  city 
will  have  to  pay  but  a  comparatively  trifling 
amount  for  mill  damages  on  the  Sudbury  and 
Concord  rivers.  I  have  never  beard  any  esti- 
mate made  that  would  put  the  cost  of  the 
actual  works  much  above  this  sum.  The  whole 
question  was  thoroughly  discussed  by  last 
year's  Government,  but  of  course  it  is  proper 
that  we  should  discus*  it  thoiouglily  hire  tonight 
and  get  all  the  information  we  can.  If  the  Alder- 
man thinks  he  has  not  got  light  enough  upon  ii, 
I,  for  one,  although  knowing  and  feeling  the  im- 
portance of  taking  action  as  soon  as  possible, 
should  not  object  to  further  delay  if  it  is  desired; 
for  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  it  does  not  become  us 
to  act  without  mature  deliberation. 

Aldern>an  Worthington— Being  rather  an  old 
citizen  of  Boston,  1  remember  that  when  they 
commences  to  build  the  works  for  bringing  the 
water  from  Lake  Cochituate  to  the  city  the  Water 
Boaid  called  for  something  les*  than  a  million 
dollars.  But  we  all  know  tnat  it  cost  more  than 
twice  what  wa°  estimated  when  the  agitation  first 
commenced.  I  remember  very  well  that  they  said 
it  would  cost  $950,000  to  build  Chestnut-Hill 
Reservoir,  and  that  was  all  they  asked  for  But 
you  see  by  the  books  that  it  cost  $2,450,000 
before  it  waLi  done.  Now,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of 
this  order,  and  I  don't  propose  to  throw 
any  ob-tacle  in  its  way;  but  I  want 
to  be  pretty  sure  that  thsy  are  ask- 
ing for  money  enough  to  finish  this  work;  that 
they  arc  not  coming  here  next  year  for  more,  and 
tbat  wa  are  doing  our  whole  duty  tonight.  I 
thmk  we  ought  to  look  this  matter  in  the  face 
now  and  not  have  it  come  back  upon  us  after- 
wards. If  there  is  any  assuiance  that  this  is  all  to 
be  done  for  the  amount  named,  then  it  is  all 
right;  but  we  had  better  understand  it  before  we 
vote. 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  have  the  best  assur- 
ance we  can  obtain  that  the  work  c^n  be  done  for 
the  amount  named  in  the  order  —  the  assur- 
ance of  our  City  Engineer.  I.  for  one,  do  not 
want  any  better  authority  than  that  official.  Since 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  Government  I  do 
not  think  he  has  made  a  single  estimate  which  has 
exceeded  the  sum  named  by  him— not  a  single 
estimate.  I  have  here  his  estimate  in  detail  for 
the  entire  work  mentioned  in  this  order,  and  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  it  will  fall  short  of 
$4,000,000  rather  than  exceed  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  no  doubt  the 
work  named  there  will  come  within  his  estimate. 
I  know  that  the  work  of  bauging  water  from 
Lake  Cochituate  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  would 
have  come  within  the  estimates,  if  the  plans  had 
ben  cai  ried  out.  But  before  the  woik  had  con- 
tinued three  months  improvements  were  made 
from  time  to  time  which  inci  eased  the  cost.  Now, 
are  we  going  to  have  that  process  repeated? 

Alderman  Stebbins— Mr.  Davis  was  not  the  City 
Engineer  then. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  know  that.  But 
my  point  is  this:  After  we  appropriate  this 
$4,500,000,  are  there  to  be  improvements?  is  there 
to  be  a  new  tunnel?  are  there  to  be  changes  like 
there  vere  in  building  the  jail  and  the  Houce  of 
Correction  ?  Everv  new  Government  had  to  make 
some  alterations  in  these  buildings,  and  we  all 
know  they  cost  double  the  original  estimate.  I 
want  to  seal  this  matter  so  that  $4,500,000  shall  be 
the  whole  amount  to  pay.  I  do  not  want  to  com- 
mit this  Government  to  starting  into  anything 
that  is  going  to  call  for  an  additional  amount, 
an  additional  amount,  and  an  additional 
amount,  until  we  get  up  to  this  six  or 
eight  millions  of  dollars  by  reason  of  the  changes 
mack  by  different  city  governments.  If  there  is  a 
way  to  seal  it,  so  that  it  will  not  cost  more  than 
$4,500,000,  I  want  it  done.  I  shall  be  glad  if  the 
city  gets  off  for  that  sum;  but  I  tell  j ou  the  city 
could  have  got  along  for  twenty  years  just  as 
Brookline  has  doue,  and  taken'  Charles  River 
water  for  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton.  I  believe 
we  could  have  got  along  for  twenty  years,  yea,  for 
forty  years;  and  I  believe  we  are  committing 
this  city  to  spending  an  amount  of  money 
th.it  is  entirely  unnecessary,  and  which  could  have 
been  well  used  in  some  other  way.  Look  at  what 
the  Mystic  Water  Works  cost  the  city  of  Charles- 
10 wn.    Look  at  Brookline;  see  what  is  being  done 


along  Charles  River  by  Brookline,  Waltham  and 
Nswtou.  We  could  just  as  well  have  gone  there 
and  got  all  the  additional  water  we  need  tor 
twenty  years  without  spendiug  four  or  five  mil- 
lions of'dollars.  I  want  this  woik  to  stop  at  $4,- 
500,000  and  not  go  beyoud  it.    That  is  my  point. 

Aldeiman  Quiuey— It  tue  Alderman  does  not 
vote  for  this  until  some  means  can  be  devised  to 
bind  the  future  city  governments  not  to  spend 
any  more  money  for  it,  he  will  not  vote  for  it  at  all. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  said  no  such 
thing;  I  sai  1  I  want  all  the  assurance  that  can  be 
given  that  this  $4,500,000  is  to  be  the  limit.  I  want 
it  understood  that  that  is  to  be  the  end.  I 
want  to  know,  and  to  have  it  announced 
here  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this 
Board  of  Aldermen — I  want  it  to  go  upon 
record  here  tonight — to  commit  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  passing  an  order  to  borrow  $4,500,000,  and 
that  governments  coming  in  afterwards  are  not 
to  be  called  on  to  add  mil  lions  to  it.  That  is  what 
1  want.  I  w  in  this  Board  to  stand  squarely  upon 
the  record,  and  I  intend  to  make  it  so  if  I  can. 

Alderman  Stebbins— 1  would  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  this  order  provides  for  no  loan  what- 
ever. It  simply  authorizes  the  making  of  con- 
tracts. 

Aldeiman  Bower— I  don't  see  ho  v  we  can  ever 
get  the  guarantee  the  Alderman  asks  for.  We 
must  rely  in  all  we  do  upon  the  judgment  of 
somebody,  aod  these  estimates  were  made  by  our 
own  City  Engineer.  Before  the  Wattr  Board 
spend  any  money,  they  must  get  proposals  for 
doing  the  work,  and  if  the  figures  are  larger  thau 
the  siim  the  Engineer  has  estimate  i.  then  they 
can't  go  on.  If  the  woik  is  put  out  by  contract  to 
responsible  parties,  1  don' t  knowwhat  better  v  e  can 
do.  Mistakes  will  happen,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir,  to  which  the  Alderman 
refers.  Quicksands  were  discovered,  and  they 
had  to  go  down  forty  or  fifty  feet,  which  cost  an 
immense  sum  of  money.  But  nobody  was  to 
blame;  no  gentleman  stands  higher  than  the  one 
who  was  the  engineer  at  the  tnn«,  and  nooody  be- 
lieved he  would  waste  a  cent  of  the  city's  aio.iey. 
So  in  this  case.  We  must  trust  to  the  judgment 
of  persons  competent  to  cany  on  this  work.  I 
don't  know  any  better  guarantee  than  we  already 
have.  If  they  can't  get  proposals  tor  $4,500,000 
they  must  stop,  and  come  to  this  Government  with 
a  statement  of  the  fact. 

Alderman  Worthington  — i  have  said  that  I  have 
entire  confidence  that  tbe  works  proposed  today 
can  be  built  within  the  limits  of  the  estimate 
made  by  City  Engineer  Davis;  but  I  want  the  seal 
of  this  Board  put  upon  it  that  it  shall  be  carried 
out  according  to  this  plan.  I  want  it  understood 
by  the  public  that  $4,500,000  will  be  the  entire  cost, 
and  that  no  alterations  are  to  be  made.  That  is  my 
point.  If  the  Board  is  to  pass  this,  they  should, 
by  some  expression,  put  their  seal  upon  it  and  say 
that  plan  cannot  be  altered,  fake  any  shrewd 
man  in  the  city  who  is  going  to  erect  a  building; 
he  has  his  plans  made,  he  allows  no  alterations 
and  he  gets  his  buildiog  for  the  sum  named.  But 
let  him  leave  it  to  tbe  architect  and  builder,  and 
alterations  commence  at  once,  and  tbe  building 
costs  a  quarter  more. 

Alderman  Harris— Extras. 

Alderman  Worthington— Those  extras  and  alter- 
ations are  what  I  want  to  guard  against  tonight. 
I  want  the  people  to  know  that  that  $4,500,000  is 
all  that  is  going  to  be  put  out  there.  I  want  the 
Board  and  the  public  to  feel  that  there  is  no 
change  from  the  plans  dravnbythe  City  Engi- 
neer." 

Alderman  Power — I  cau't  see  what  the  Alder- 
man refers  to,  unless  it  be  some  other  body  that 
will  come  after  us,  and  over  whom  we  have  no 
control.  I  don't  want  to  bind  myself  not  to  con- 
sent to  make  any  alterations.  The  best  engineers 
in  the  world  make  mistakes;  and  if  a  mistake  is 
made  I  don't  waut  to  bind  myself  not  to  grant 
an  appropriation  to  correct  it.  Tnat  is  just 
tbe  position  the  Alderman  wants  us  to  put 
ourselves  in.  But  we  should  not  put  our- 
selves in  such  a  position  that  we  can- 
not correct  mistakes.  We  have  what  we  be- 
lieve to  be  the  best  judgment  in  ths  city  upon  this 
subject,  and  I  don't  see  but  what  the  taxpayers 
want  us  to  follow  that  advice.  I  don't  claim  to  be 
an  engineer;  but  one  has  been  unanimously  elect- 
ed by  this  Government,  and  I  don't  see  but  what 
our  duty  is  clear  to  follow  his  advice  in  this  mat- 
ter. 

Alderman  Worthington — The  Alderman  has  ad- 
mitted iu«t  what  I  supposed  will  be  tbe  case. 
Mistakes  will  be  discovered,  and  tbe  city  will  be 
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called  upon  for  more  money  before  tbis  is  through 
with.  I  make  this  prophecy  here  tonight,  that 
there  will  be  mistakes  and  we  shall  be  called  up- 
on. "We  know  tbat  an  architect  can  erect  a  build- 
ing and  not  make  a  -mistake.  A  distinguished 
builder  in  this  city,  who  has  built  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  houses,  told  rue  that 
whenan  architect  makes  a  mistake  it  is  the  last 
building  tbat  architect  puts  up  for  him.  I  want 
to  provide  against  mistakes  and  changes.  An 
engiueer  can  estimate  without  making  a  mistake. 
If  there  are  quicksands  they  should  be  found.  It 
is  true  taere  were  quicksands  in  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir ;  but  why  did  n't  the  engineer  rind  them 
before?  It  is  easy  enough  to  do  it.  Science  does 
not  admit  of  mistakes  at  this  time.  That  is  what 
I  want  to  provide  againt  tonight. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  don't  see  how  the  Alder- 
man can  get  the  guarantee  he  desires  unless  the 
whole  work  is  let  out  to  responsible  parties  be- 
forehand, and  this  order  is  to  give  the  Water 
Board  authority  to  make  such  a  contract. 

Alderman  Harris-  We  were  called  together  to- 
night, I  presumed,  to  discuss  the  new  charter, 
and  I  think  it  is  unfair  and  unjust  to  have  this 
order,  involving  such  a  large  amount  of  money, 
passed  at  this  time,  when  it  has  not  been  on  our 
desks  foity  eight  hours.  I  have  never  read  it 
carefully  and  have  only  just  seen  it  in  print,  and 
I  fail  to  see  the  wisdom  of  voting  so  bastilj;  upon 
a  proposition  to  saddle  such  a  large  debt  upon  the 
city.  I  hope  the  subject  wul  go  over  till  the  next 
meeting,  for  I  think  we  can  consider  it  becter 
then  than  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  a  little  surprised  at 
the  opposition  this  order  meets  with,  especially 
from  the  Alderman  from  the  Fifteenth  Ward.  It 
appeals  to  me  that  this  order  is  simply  throwing 
safeguaias  around  the  order  approved  Feb.  22. 
No  opposition  was  made  then  to  the  order  author- 
izing the  Water  Board  to  go  ahead  and  construct 
the  conauit  from  Chestnut  Hill  Reseivoir 
to  Farm  Pond  without  any  limit  to  the 
amount.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board  thought 
they  had  authority  under  that  order,  ap- 
propriating a  million  and  a  half  dollars,  to  con- 
tract for  the  whole  work,  whatever  it  might  cost, 
whether  Ave,  six,  eight  or  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
But  the  City  Solicitor  decided  that  they  could  not 
contract  for  an  amount  exceeding  $1,500,000.  The 
order  approved  Feb.  26  was  as  follows : 

[The  Alderman  read  the  order  authorizing  a  loan 
of  $1,500,000  for  building  the  Farm  Pond  conduit 
and  the  reservoirs.] 

It  is  understood  that  the  order  passed  at  tbat 
time  did  not  limit  the  amount  at  all ;  but  this  one 
does,  and  it  is  put  in  as  a  safeguard  and  protec- 


tion. It  limits  the  amount  to  what  the  City  En- 
gineer estimates  it  will  cost.  It  is  necessaiy  that 
this  order  shall  pass  as  soon  as  possiole,  that  the 
Water  Board  may  be  empowered  to  let  out  tbese 
contracts,  as  they  are  aoout  ready  t  j  do,  so  that 
the  work  can  be  commenced  without  delay. 

Alderman  "Worthington — I  remember  very  well 
when  that  order  passed.  It  came  before  this 
Board.  I  sat  amazed  and  wondering  at  it,  and  I 
think  everybody  else  did,  and  we  went  on  and 
passed  it.  The  next  day  when  I  saw  tbat  order,  I 
said  that  never  while  I  am  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment shall  aa  order  of  that  kind  pass  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  while  I  am  a  member,  without 
something  more  being  said  than  there  was 
on  that  order.  There  was  some  discussion, 
but  very  little;  and  really  I  do  not  believe 
that  one-half  the  members  of  this  Board 
fully  appreciated  what  theyhaa  done  until  they 
read  it  the  next  day.  That  order  came  in  just  as 
this  one  has;  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  wanted 
it  passed  along  and  he  must  hurry  it  up,  just  as 
he  bas  brought  up  this  order  authorizing  the  con- 
tracts, and  move  that  it  take  its  second  reading 
the  same  night.  That  is  not  the  way  to 
deliberate  upon  a  matter  of  this  kind ;  four  or 
five  millions  of  dollars,  even  for  the  city  of 
Boston,  is  a  pretty  round  sum.  I  have  not 
opposed  this,  as  the  Alderman  fiom  Ward 
9  said.  I  want  some  protection  for  the  city  aerainst 
spending  six  or  eight  millions  instead  of  $4,500,000. 
I  want  it  thoroughly  understood  by  the  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbios  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  order  was  passed — yeas  10,  nays  2 ;  Alde'r- 
men  Harris  and  Worthingtoa  voting  nay. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  desire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  Ivote  no  because  I  think  the 
order  is  pushed  too  hard,  and  we  have  not  had 
time  to  tniuk  of  it.  I  am  in  favor  of  spending 
this  $4,500,000,  only  I  want  assurance  that  it  will 
complete  the  work'. 

Alderman  Harris — I  concur  with  the  opinion  of 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  15.  I  did  not  expect  to 
be  required  to  pass  upon  this  order  this  evening. 
and  I  have  not  given  it  the  thought  I  desire  to.  I 
voted  no  because  the  order  is  forced  through,  and 
not  because  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

The  older  was  seat  down. 

THE    NEW  CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Aldeimaa 
Quincy  in  the  chair,  on  the  new  draft  of  the  city 
charter. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  Board 
that  190  sections  had  been  discussed. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  7  P.M.  tomorrow  evening. 
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Adjourned  meeting  at  7  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chaiiman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Fire  Commissioner  for  3  years  -from  May  1st— 
David  Chamberlain. 

reports  . 
.  Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving  on  petition  of  Middlesex 
Railroad  for  a  turnout  track  near  Somerville,  wich 
an  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  the  expediency 
of  granting  the  petition  on  Tuesday,  April  20.  The 
order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Special  Committee  to 
nominate  Directors  of  East  Boston  Perries,  sub- 
mitted a  report  nominating  Charles  Stanwood  and 
Samuel  B.  Hopkins  for  two  years  from  the  1st  of 
May  next.    The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  recommending  the  approv- 
al of  the  transfer  of  lease  of  Stall  No.  3  Paueuil 
Hall  Market  from  E.  K.  Goodall  to  James  H.  Par- 
ker.   Accepted . 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions.      Aldermen 
Power  and  Stebbins  were  the  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes .'.... 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio '. 11 

James  L.  Fagin ,~ 11 

Frederick  Pease 4 

William  Sayward 8 

Benjamin  Dean „ 1 


And  Messrs.  Denio,  Pagin  and  Sayward  were  de- 
clared elected. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Alderman 
Stebbins  and  Power  were  the  committee  tvo  col- 
lect and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Charles 
Stanwood  and  Samuel  B.  Hopkins  had  each  re- 
ceived twelve  votes.    They  were  declared  elected. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital.  Aldermen  Harris 
and  Pope  were  the  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choi  ce 7 

St ephen  L.  Emery 6 

William  A.  Bust 9 

W  illiam  H.  Kent 9 

and  Messrs.  Bust  and  Kent  were  declared  eleced. 

Certificates  severally  sent  down. 

THE  CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  new 
draft  of  the  city  charter,  Alderman  Power  in  the 
chair. 

The  committee,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  session, 
had  considered  all  of  the  new  charter  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Public  Schcol  Department. 

The  amendments  of  Alderman  Burrage,  divid- 
ing the  Treasurer's  office  into  two  offices,  viz., 
Treasurer  and  Collector,  were  adopted  substan- 
tially as  reported  by  him  [viz.,  City  Doc.  411. 

Section  221,  which  provides  for  the  several 
boards  or  eommissiors  doing  or  not  doing  any- 
thing coming  within  the  powers  and  duties  con- 
ferred upon  said  boards  or  commissions  which 
the  City  Council  may  instruct  them  to  do  or  not  to 
do,  was  stricken  out. 

The  committee  rose  at  10  o'clock,  reported 
progress,  ana  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was 
granted. 

Alderman  Prescott  was  authorized  to  resort  in 
Drint  certain  amendments  to  be  submitted  by  him 
in  relation  to  the  School     epaitment. 

The  Board  adjourned,  to  Monday  next. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APRIL    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock,  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Bequest  of  School  Committee;  petition  of  Old 
Colony  Railroad ;  report  in  relation  to  water  pipes 
in  Wards  17  and  19;  notices  of  Union  Institution 
for  Savings;  Mary  M.  Merritt,  executiix,  and 
Henry  Goldsmith,  of  surrender  of  estates  on 
Northampton-street  District,  and  petition  of 
John  Patterson,  Sophia  F.  Flint,  and  james  Duf- 
fey.    Seveially  referred. 

Mayor's  message  nominating  Samuel  H.  Durgin 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three 
years  from  first  Mocday  in  May,  1875.  Nomina- 
tion confirmed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  ou  the 
petition  of  S.  S.  Parker  to  be  paid  for  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Washington  stieet.    Accepted. 

Report  that  S.  T.  Hyde  has  accepted  $30  for  his 
claim  for  professional  services.    Accented. 

Report  that  Sarah  Waters  has  accented  $50  for 
her  claim  for  damages  caused  by  a  defect  in  Win- 
ter street.    Accented. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  build  to  be 
issued,  viz.,  1.  To  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany, on  their  bridge  ou  Charles  River.  2.  To  the 
Jamaica  Plain  Gas  Company,  I  e-«r  Williams 
street,  Ward  17.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed.  . 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  re- 
port on  expediency  of  providing  that  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  shall  be  sub- 
ject in  the  erection,  alteration  or  repair  of  build- 
ings to  the  same  provision  concerning  plans,  etc., 
as  are  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 


Re:ort  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $19,296.44 
from  the  approjpri  rtion  for  School  Instructors  to 
that  tor  School  Expense?,  School  Committee. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, in  non-concurrence.    Seut  up. 

Order  for  a  reward  of  81000  for  the  detection 
and  apprehension  of  the  murderer  of  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet E.  Bingham. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  moved  that  it  be  in- 
defimtelv  postponed,  and  in  reply  to  a  question 
by  Mr.  P'eabody  of  Ward  9,  said  it  was  cenerallv 
considered  that  the  murderer  had  beeu  arrested, 
and  that  the  ordinance  forbade  the  leeeipt  of 
money  bv  the  police  office's  who  arrested  him. 

Mr.  Peabody  desired  time  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  on  his  motion  the  order  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Order  for  an  expeuoitnre  of  not  exceeding  $500 
in  furnishing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  of  Com- 
pany D,  Fourtu  Battalion,  at  comer  of  Orleans 
and"  Webster  streets,  East  Boston;  ordetedto  a 
second  reading. 

Reports  nominating,  viz. — 

First— Stephen  L.  Emery  and  William  H.  Kent. 
to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  City  Hospital  on  t/re  first  Mono,  y  m 
May,  and  certificate  of  election  of  William  A. 
Rust  and  William  H.  Kent  as  said  Directors. 

Second -Sylvaoua  A.  Denio,  James  K.  F  gin 
and  Frederick  Pease,  as  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions at  large  tor  three  years  from  first  Monday 
in  May,  and  certificate  of'  election  of  S.  A.  Demo. 
James  K.  Fagin  and  William  Sayward  as  said 
Directors. 

Reports  severally  accented  and  nominations 
laid  over. 

Order  to  tender  the  hospitality  of  the  city  to  the 
President,  and  appointing  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee to  make  necessary  arrange.-,  ents.  Ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Water  Board 
to  out  the  whole  work  of  building  the  new  conduit, 
reservoirs,  etc.,  under  contract,  for  a  total  sum 
not  exceeding  §4.500,000.  Order  pass  U  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Executive  communication  nominating  David 
Chamberlin  as  a  Fire  Commissioner  for  three  years. 
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The  quest  tan  being  on  confirmation,  Mr.  Thacher 
of  Ware  15  as.;ed  tnat  the  question  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.    The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  hoped  the  subject  would 
he  over  for  one  week,  as  it  was  important,  and  all 
the  members  of  the  Council  might  not  be  familiar 
with  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  ot  Waid  16.  the  com- 
munication was  laid  on  the  table. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  John  L.  Cook,  police  officer, 
for  825.    Parsed  in  concurr.  nee. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  compensate  the 
gas  commissioners;  the  amount  of  said  compen- 
sation and  all  other  expenses  incuried  in  the  in- 
vestigation not  to  exceed  $5000.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  payment  of  several 
bills  on  account  of  the  City  Hall  elevator,  amount- 
ing to  $116.85.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  establish  the  Boston 
Water  Board.    (City  Doc.  No.  38, 1875.) 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  said  this  wa;  a  matter 
materially  affecting  the  Bunker  Hill  Distiict;  hs 
had  not  had  time  to  consult  the  members  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  in  regard  to  it,  and  that  time 
for  consideration  migbt  be  given  he  moved  to 
specially  assign  it  to  half-pa-t  eight  o'clock  two 
weeks  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  said  if  the  only  reason 
for  delay  had  been  given,  he  would  state  that  one 
member  ot  that  board,  Mr.  Lawrence,  appeared 
befoi  e  the  committee  and  advocated  it.  He  hoped 
some  action  would  be  taken  tonight. 

Mr.  Devereux  said  hurried  legislation  was  very 
injurious.  He  was  satisfied  that  a  majority  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  oppose  this  measure  ou  the 
score  ot  economy,  and  for  the  interests  of  Chailes- 
town  and  the  uties  and  towns  supplied  by  them 
with  water. 

Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  21  thought  this  one  of  the 
most  important  things  to  come  before  the  City 
Government.  The  Mystic  Water  Board  had  always 
made  a  good  financial  showing,  and  he  read  from 
the  Auditor's  estimates  on  p^ge  18  (showing  that 
no  appropriation  was  required  tor  this  depart- 
ment, and  the  surplus  is  to  be  paid  into  the  tieas- 
ury)  and  page  59  (which  puts  the  expenditures  of 
that  board  for  the  coming  year  at  $100,000  ana 
the  receipts  at  $250,000).  He  hoped  the  motion  to 
specially  assign  v/ould  prevail. 

Mr.  Flyon  of  Ward  7  said  he  offered  the  original 
order  for  tbe  committee  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  consolidating  the  two  water  boards;  but 
they  had  brought  in  m  order  for  a  commission, 
which  he  had  not  conttmnlatcd.  He  favored  the 
special  assignment. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

THE  SCHOOL  BOARD. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  presented  a  request  from 
the  School  Board  for  additional  primary  school  ac- 
commodations in  the  Brighton  District,  and  on 
his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

DECORATION  DAY. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Thomas 
G.  Stevenson  Post  26,  G.  A.  R.,  inviting  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Government  to  participate  with  them 
in  the  observance  of  Decoration  Dav  at  Forest 
Hills  Cemeteiy.  The  invitation  was  accepted. 
Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15-Petition  of  J.  B. 
Simpsou  et  al„  tor  leave  to  move  %  chapel  and 
make  additions  thereto.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Daniel  D. 
Shea  for  grade  damages  on  Northampton-street 
District.  Referred  to  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Northampton-street  District. 

Severally  sent  up. 

CONVICT    LABOR  AT  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  of  Ward 4  presented  the  petition 
of  Rev.  James  Fitton  and  others  against  the 
employment  of  couvict  labor  in  city  penal  institu- 
tions in  competition  with  farnale  labor  out  ide  of 
such  institutions.  He  also  presented  twenty  or 
thirty  other  petitions  of  similar  tenor,  comprising 
several  thousand  names,  and  in  connection  with 
them  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  ,  with   such  as   the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
consider  and  report  whether  the  present  mode  of 
employii  g  the  criminals  in  the  city  institutions 
has  the  effect  of  reducing  the  wages  of  work- 
women in  this  city  and  its  vi.:inity,  or  deprives 
them  of  employment. 


Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— We  already  have  an  able 
and  competent  joint  standing  committee  who 
have  in  charge  all  matters  coming  from  the  Di- 
rectors of  Public  Institutions.  This  matter  has 
been  under  discussion,  and  hearings  are  already 
being  had  at  the  Legislature.  I  hardly  see  the 
necessity  of  a  special  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject. When  one  committee  is  already  investigat- 
ing the  subject  and  gaining  all  the  light  it  can,  1 
hardly  see  the  necessity  for  a  special  committee. 
But  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  is  the  proper  one,  and  I  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  of  Ward  4 — I  hardly  exnected 
that  this  matter  would  be  brought  up  for  discus- 
sion at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings ;  but  I  have 
certain  reasons  ro  offer  why  it  would  be  better  to 
refer  the  petition  to  special  committee  rather 
than  to  the  joint  standing  couimiitee  or.  that  de- 
partment. To  do  that  it  will  be  necessary  forme 
to  Diietly  explain  the  position  which  ki.s  been 
taken  by  those  who  have  prepared  and  forwarded 
those  petitions.  This  is,  in  effect,  an  arraignment 
of  the  present  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions for.their  roaeagmnent  of  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection iu  pb.rti"ular,  and  the  oth^r  institutions  in 
general,  in  regard  to  the  meth"d  in  which 
they  have  employed  convict  labor;  and  these  peti- 
tions ought  not  to  be  co.  sideied  and  passed  over 
lightly.  The  first  one  is  headed  by  Fathe:  Fitton 
of  East  Boston,  and  sigued  by  a  number  of  work- 
ing women,  who  complain  that  the  convicts  at  the 
House  of  Correction  are  used  in  an  unfair  compe- 
tition with  their  only  means  of  support.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  make  cDarges  against  the  directors  of 
institutions  were  it  not  that  there  is  something  in 
the  management  of  those  institutions  which  is  not 
known  to  the  Council  at  the  present  time.  If  that 
were  not  so,  I  should  hesitate  before  asking  for 
the  appointment  of  this  committee.  But  the 
diiectors  of  pub'ic  institutions  have  been 
put  upon  trial  before  a  committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture; they  have  appeared  there  by  council, 
and  have  produced  witnesses.  There  are  three 
propositions  which  I  propose  to  lay  down,  and  I 
wish  to  call  especial  attention  to  them;  ana  if  I 
cannot  maintain  them  I  certainly  will  not  ask  to 
have  the  com  naittee  appointed :  First,  that  tbe 
piesent  work  of  rhe  criminals  st  the  House  of 
Correction  is  unprofitable;  second,  if  p:ofitable,  it 
engages  the  city  in  the  business  of  manufacturing 
which  it  is  not  safe  to  continue  in;  third,  if  any 
mode  of  manufacturing  is  to  be  adopted  by  the 
city,  certainly  one  ought  not  to  be  taken 
wriich  is  in  competition  with  female  labor. 
The  facts  presented  to  the  Council  are 
drawn  entirely  from  the  official  reports  of  the 
directors.  Two  years  ago  the  airectors  came  to 
this  body  with  a  very  flacteiing  report.  At  that 
time  rhe  total  expense  of  the  House  of  Correction 
was  $70,000  a  year,  and  the  amount  received  for 
labor  wris  $73,000.  There  was  a  profit  that  year, 
and  there  had  been  for  four  years  previous.  The 
directors  are  entitled  to  credit  for  those  figures. 
What  was  the  result  the  next  year?  For  the  year 
which  terminated  in  Msy,  1874,  tbey  had  overrun 
theirjappropriation  by  $16,000,and  the  receipts  had 
fallen  off  from  $73,000  to  $55,000.  Ou  the  face  of 
it,  that  was  something  which  required  explana- 
tion. The  answer  will  be  given  that  dur- 
ing that  year  a  panic  occurred,  and  that  it 
caused  a  diminution  of  the  receipts.  From 
that  time  to  the  present  they  have  continued  to  run 
behindhand,  and  at  the  present  time  I  wish  the 
Council  to  understand  there  are  no  figures  to 
show  bow  the  money  has  been  expended  at  the 
House  ot  Correction.  In  1873, 1  see  by  tbe  Audi- 
tor's report,  they  asked  tor  $7000  to  pay  for  saw- 
ing machines  and  materials  that  they  put  in  their 
contract  work.  They  expended  $14,000,  and  last 
year  an  order  was  passed  for  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $10,000.  This  year  they  ask  for  $18,000. 
Two  years  ago  thev  asked  for  $7000  and  spent 
$14,000;  and  if  tbey  have  asked  for  $18,000 
this  year  it  may  rur  up  to  $36,000.  I  must  ask  the 
forbearance  ot  the  Council  if  I  show  improper  . 
ignorance  of  the  way  in  which  such  things  are 
managed.  But  one  thing  is  positive- Here  are 
three  directors  whose  terms  expire  this  year,  and 
all  of  them  have  been  reelected  in  the  other 
brancb  this  evening.  We  have  n't  had  a  chance 
to  act  upon  it  yet— but  they  have  been  put  upon 
trial  at  the  Legislature,  as  f  will  endeavor  to  sbow 
you,  and  I  think  you  will  pause  before  vou 
send  back  those  men.  I  have  sought  very 
carefully  for  the  information  which  I  need- 
ed; I  went  to  the  Auditor's  Department  yesterday 
and  inquired  if  he  had  <my  facts  in  his  office.    The 
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Audicor  has  not  received  a  quarterly  statement 
of  their  expenditures  and  receipts  for  two  years ; 
but  certainly  I  expected  ttiat  the  Auditor  whose 
accounts  are  kept  so  carefully  should  be  able  to 
give  me  some  insight  into  the  amount  of  work 
cartied  on  on  the  city's  account.  Instead  of  that 
I  found  one  thing  which  is  not  reassuring.  In  the 
items  sent  to  the  Auditor  by  tne  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions,  there  is  one  for  "sewing  ma- 
chines and  trimmings  for  contract  work"  ;  while 
in  the  Auditor's  accounts  there  is  an  item  for 
sewing  machines  and  nothing  else.  That 
amount  is  $10,000;  but  the  balance  of  the  account 
is  includ;  d  in  one  for  clothing,  bedding,  etc,  kept 
in  a  way  that  the  Auditor's  clerk  tells  me  he  is  ig- 
norant of.  It  is  not  a  proper  and  correct  way  to 
keep  those  accounts.  They  ask  this  year  for  $18,- 
000,  and  estimate  that  they  will  get  back  $40,000  in 
revenue.  I  think  few  gentlemen  are  asvare  of  the 
fact  that  tor  the  last  two  years,  underthe pretence 
of  usefully  employing  the  500  convicts  at  the 
House  of  Correction,  the  city  of  Bostou  has  been 
carrying  on  a  very  large  establishment  for  the 
manufacture  of  clothiEg;  and  that  instead  of 
those  institutions  being  mauaged  as  any 
other  corporation  wculd  be — by  responsible 
heads  whounderstoodthe  business — the  testimony 
given  before  the  Legislature  today  .-hows  this 
state  of  affairs:  They  have  put  in,  in  all,  200  ma- 
chines and  calculate  to  employ  nearly  all  ihe 
labor  there.  But  there  is  no  responsible  head. 
Mr.  Bradlee,  who  is  president  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  was  asked  various  questions  and  he 
referred  all  to  Mr.  Flanders.  Then  the  ques- 
tion arose,  Who  is  Mr.  Flanders?  "Well,  tie  used 
to  be  called  my  lieutenant,  but  I  believe  that  now 
he  is  captain,"  said  Mr.  Bradlee.  The  other 
evidence  showed  that  Mi.  Flanders  was  the 
head  of  the  very  large  manufacturing  estab- 
lishment, which  is  run  on  the  city's  ac- 
count at  the  present  time,  and  as  I  think  I  shall 
show  you  before  I  sit  down,  be  employs  men 
who  would  not  naturally  seek  out  this  kind  of  labor, 
and  bringi  them  in  direct  rivalry  suththe  working 
women  of  Boston.  Mr.  Flrnders  is  very  p'ain 
spoken,  but  has  a  limited  memory ;  he  appeared 
to  be  unable  to  remember  auything  except  when 
asked  by  the  attorney  for  th.  directors;  ar,d  he 
did  not  produce  his  books.  This  gentleman,  I 
understand,  is  a  clerk  of  the  directors,  on  a  salary 
of  $1500.  As  he  describes  the  business,  he  goes 
into  the  market  and  offers  to  manufacture  goods. 
He  claims  that  any  man  can  send  goods  there 
and  have  them  manufactured  into  garments, 
and  have  them  returned  to  him  with  a 
bill.  Now  I  piedict  that  before  another  year 
the  city  will  buy  cotton  cloth  and  then 
offer  it  for  sale  manufactured.  1  thmk 
gentlemen  are  hardly  aware  of  the  extent 
to  which  manufacturing  on  the  city's  ac- 
count is  carried  on.  It  is  very  large.  The  evi- 
dence showed  th»t  it  would  amount  to  a  quarter 
or  one-fifth  of  the  marnfacturing  power  in  that 
particular  branch  in  this  city.  Some  branches 
are  now  conducted  mainly  by  the  convict  labor 
furnished  at  the  House  of  Correction.  It  has 
been  managed  ver.f  badly  for  this  reason.  There 
was  a  very  suggestive  fact  in  the  evidence  before 
the  Legislature.  One  of  the  clothing  dealers 
who  had  a  great  deal  of  work  done  at 
the  House  of  Correction  was  Mr.  Beard, 
who  was  brought  on  as  a  witness.  He 
stated  that  at  one  time  he  bad  paid,  toi  the  sew- 
ing alone,  $2  per  dozen  for  shirts;  a.  little  while 
afterwards  he  made  a  contpa^t  by  which  ;  e 
should  furnish  the  trimmings  and  cut  the  goods, 
and  pay  $3.  On  examiuatton  it  appealed  that  the 
cost  of  cutting  and  trimming  and  packing  the 
goods  amounted  to  $1.50.  In  other  words,  they 
had  reduced  the  price  from  $2.00  to  $1.50.  More- 
over, I  beard  another  thing  which  asto*  ishsd 
me.  Last  December,  wheu  times  were  dull,  he 
took  a  large  contract  for  manufacturing 
goods  on  the  mere  report  that  the  dealer 
could  get  it  done  elsewhere  at  terms  so 
cheap  that  he  was  afraid  to  tell  them  to 
the  committee  publicly,  but  he  communicat- 
ed it  to  them  in  confidence.  Mr.  Flan- 
ders may  be  very  successful  in  managing 
the  dry  goods  busi<  ess,  and  I  suppose  he  was 
chosen  for  some  kiod  of  fitness  for  the  place ;  but 
I  hardly  think  the  city  can  afford  to  go  into  a  part- 
nership with  him.  Then,  gentlemen  must  think 
that  it  is  hardly  desirable  for  the  city  to  euter  in- 
to manufacturing  projects.  The  risk  of  loss  is 
very  great.  Mr.  Flanders  says  he  has  one  price 
forgone  mau  and  another  price  for  another.  He 
goes  into  the  maiket,  and  the  excuse  he  makes  at 


this  time  is  that  business  is  so  dull  that  he  cculd 
n't  get  work  unless  he  took  this  contract.  He 
said  he  intended  to  do  it  again,  and  if  at  aoy  time 
he  couldn't  get  the  price  he  asked  he  would 
reduce  it;  he  has  200  machine^  there, 
and  he  intends  that  they  shall  be  kept 
running.  I  don't  believe  this  Couccil  are 
aware  that  the  city  is  running  200  sewing  ma- 
chines in  South  Boston,  and  that  if  the  regular 
price  cannot  be  had  it  will  be  reduced  and  affect 
the  price  of  labor  all  over  the  city.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  time  for  that  method  to  be  examined. 
I  have  but  one  remark  further  to  make.  Suppos- 
ing that  this  employment  of  convicts  is  so  profita- 
ble that  the  city  cot.  Id  afford  to  go  into  the  work 
and  run  all  the  risks ;  still  I  think  there  is  cer- 
tainly one  branch  of  business  that  tbey 
ought  to  be  kept  out  of,  and  that  is 
any  labor  which  interferes  with  female 
work.  Gentlemen  well  know  that  it  is  very  hard 
f^r  women  to  earn  an  honest  support  in  the  best 
of  times. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  time  having  expired,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  he  was  allow  ed  to  pro- 
ceed, which  he  did,  after  returning  his  thanks. 

I  have  nothing  mort  to  say  upon  that  point  than 
what  I  have  indicated.  Every  man  here  knows 
that  if  theie  is  one  bi  anch  of  industry  that  ought 
to  be  respected  it  is  female  labor.  These  men 
are  taken  to  the  House  of  Conection  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  community  first,  and  secondly 
for  their  reformation.  No  one  will  suppose  that 
teaching  a  man  to  run  a  sewing  machine  and  make 
overalls  and  cheap  shirts  is  learning  him  a  trade. 
It  is  useless  to  say  that  a  m?.nwill  run  a  sewing 
machine  after  he  leaves  the  Hou'e  of  Correction, 
and  no  be cent  has  been  done  him  by  teaching  him 
the  trade.  We  have  before  us  this  roll  of  petitions 
which  I  regret  to  say  is  so  great  that  it  caunot  be 
read  to  this  body.  They  bear  the  signatures 
of  some  of  the  largest  clothing  dealers,  working 
women  and  a  great  number  of  taxpayers  and 
gentlemen  interested  in  philanthropic  measures. 
They  say  the  systemis  wrong  aiid  ought  not  to  be 
continued.  I  wish  I  had  time  to  read"some  of  the 
names  to  you,  because  they  would  have  a  good 
effect.  The  only  answer  «hich  can  be  made — 
and  the  oirectors  will  tell  you,  and  I  wish  to  ex- 
cept the  two  members  of  this  body  who  have  just 
been  elected,  as  they  are  not  responsible  for  the 
system— is,  that  if  this  work  is  not  done,  it  will  go 
out  of  the  city.  That  statement  was  made  by  Mr. 
Beard  before  the  committee.  But  there  was  a 
discrepancy  in  the  testimony  taken  before  the 
Legislature,  so  much  so  that  that  alone  will  justi- 
ly  us  m  taking  this  action.  I  don't  wish'it  to  be 
understood  toat  anv  gentleman  who  votes  for  this 
order  will  commit  himself  ro  a  vote  of  censure 
upon  this  subject.  But  this  investigation  is  asked 
for  by  a  considerable  number  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens. If  these  cornplauiers  aie  mistaken,  it 
is  no  less  our  duty  to  explain  them.  I  believe 
there  is  being  put  itito  die  service  of  the  directors 
an  iriesponsible  mau,  and  an  instrument  calcu- 
lated to  inflict  injury  upon  the  working  women  of 
this  city.  This  is  my  own  opinion;  bat  I  ask  no 
one  to.  join  in  it  yet.  I  think  it  is  the  duty^of  the 
Council  to  have  "the  matter  investigatt-d.  If  the 
directors  suail  succeed  in  proving  that  their 
course  has  been  wise,  thev  will  suffer  no  harm. 
The  only  reason  1  have  to  add  against  the  pro- 
posed reference  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  institutions  is  that  they  were  appointed 
toi  a  special  purpose;  they  are  brought  into  con- 
tact vith  the  directors,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  unwise  to  have  them  sit  in  judgment  upon  that 
board.  A  special  committee  who  do  not  meet  the 
directors  would  be  moie  proper  than  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  the  geutleinan  from  Ward  9.  For 
those  reasons  I  hope  the  order  I  presented  will  be 
passed. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  trust  the  motion  ot  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  will  prevail,  and  that  the 
special  committee  will  be  appoiuted,  and  for  tins 
reason :  The  aeutleraan  has  said  too  un.eh ;  he  has 
made  a  mountain  out  of  a  molehill.  I  am  very  de- 
sirous that  the  Council  should  have  a  careful  aid 
strict  exainin  trou.  Although  the  statements  of  the 
gentleman  have  been  correct  l  torn  one  standpoint, 
yet,  looked  upon  from  another  view,  they  arc  easily 
explained.  Without  goiug  into  any  argument, 
which  1  might  do,  to  auswer  these  asseitions,  I 
wish  to  second  the  motion  aud  exoiess  the  hope 
that  the  committee  will  be  appoiuted. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
a  lengthy  discussion  of  the  management  of  the 
public  institutions,  and  employment  of  the  con- 
victs at  the  House    of   Correction.    I  am  willing 
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that  the  Council  should  go  into  an  investigation 
of  the  subject;  and  as  the  gentleman  has 
beard  a  great  deal  on  one  side  of  the  sub 
ject,  I  am  willing  he  should  be  appointed  chair- 
man of  the  committee  and  learn  the  facts  on  the 
other  side.  I  also  trust  the  gentleman  will  pro- 
vide some  better  system  for  employing  the  con- 
victs. I  withdraw  the  motion  tor  a  reference  to 
the  standing  committee. 

Mr.  Thacber  of  Ward  15  objected  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  motion,  but  the  President  ruled  that 
no  action  had  been  taken  which  would  pievent  it. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred 
to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, with  instructions  to  give  a  public  hear- 
ing. If  he  had  known  that  it  was  to  come  up  he 
would  have  been  prepared  to  present  some  facts 
and  figures. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  —  1  sincerely  hope 
that  there  will  be  no  desire  to  choke  off  a  proper 
inquiry  into  this  subject.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  demanded,  and  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  will  prevail  and  that  there  will 
be  a  special  committee  appointed.  If  ihereis 
any  iniquity  there,  let  it  be  ventilated.  If  they 
are  innocent,  then  let  them  be  vindicated. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  should  like  to  ask 
the  members  of  the  committee  if  tht.re  are  any 
clerks  employed  to  carry  on  this  clothing  busi- 
ness; and  it  so  by  what  authority  of  law  the  di- 
rectors appoint  any  one  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Poge  of  Ward  9— The  contract  work  at  Deer 
Island  and  the  House  of  Correction  is  conducted 
by  a  commitee  of  three,  called  the  "Committee  on 
Contracts,"  which  consists  of  Messrs.  George  P. 
Baldwin,  J.  F.  Fagin  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  [Mr.  Train],  who  represents  the  Council 
upon  that  board.  They  employ  Mr.  Flanders 
to  procure  work  from  the  clothing  dealers. 
The  convicts  earn  twice  as  much  under  the 
present  system  as  they  did  when  the  work  was  1st 
out  to  manufacturers.  The  directors  were  driven 
into  this  system  on  account  of  toe  contractors, 
who  had  engaged  the  men  at  a  certain  ratio  per 
diem,  leaving  the  institutions  and  refusing  to 
employ  tnem.  The  directors  were  thus  driven  to 
the  extremity  of  purchasing  sewing  machines  and 
manufacturing  clothing.  They  must  either  allow 
these  500  or  600  men  to  sit  around  on  stools  all  day 
long  and  concoct  schemes  for  escape,  orfput  them 
to  this  work.  For  one,  I  fail  to  see  any  remedy 
for  the  present  system.  The  details  as  to  the 
prices,  etc.,  I  am  not  conversant  with ;  but  the 
general  facts  are  as  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 — I  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  will  prevail,  although 
I  am  not  prepared  to  give  a  reason  for  it  at  length. 
I  do  not  say  this  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  nor  from  any 
want  of  confidence  in  the  present  committee,  who 
are  appointed  for  an  entirely  different  purpose. 
This  strikes  me  as  an  extraordinary  affair;  it  has 
attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  in  this  commu- 
nity and  elsewhere.  It  is  not  merely  the  use  of 
sewing  machines.  It  bas  a  broadei  scope,  and  al- 
though it  is  undergoing  investigation  by  the 
Legislature,  still  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  City  Council  to  investigate  it  at  the  present 
time  If  there  is  ar;y  evil,  I  think  we  should  vol- 
untarily remedy  it,  and  not  be  compelled  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  City  Solicitor  appears  before 
the  committee  of  the  Legislature  in  behalf  of  the 
city  to  defend  the  course  pursued  by  the  direct- 
ors, and  whether  the  city  appears  to  be  committed 
to  that  system. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  City  Solicitor  does  not  ap- 
pear at  all.  Th«  directors  appear  by  their  own 
counsel,  Mr.  Torrey.  and  I  presume  it  is  at  their 
private  expense.  At  all  events  the  law  officers  of 
the  city  do  not  appear  at  all.  I  wish  to  add  one 
more  statement.  I  think  I  have  made  it  apparent 
to  the  Council  that  I  make  no  accusations  against 
the  integrity  of  the  directors.  The  whole 
question  is  as  to  the  expediency  of  the 
course  they  have  pursued,  "whether  or  not 
it  is  the  best.  It  is  not  an  investigation  into 
fraud;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  judgment  as  to  the 
employment  of  the  convict  labor  of  tht  city.  It 
is  brought  to  a  focus  at  this  time  by  the  remon- 
strance of  certain  people  against  their  employ- 
ment in  a  certain  way,  which  the  directors  hap- 
pen to  think  is  the  best.  In  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9, 1  would  say  that  if  the  city  can 
rind  anything  else  to  do  with  convict  labor  than 
to  make  overalls  and  cheap  shirts,  then  I  think 
the  Yankee  genius  had  better  invent  something. 


Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  want  to  ask  another 
question.  I  re»d  in  section  19  [page  379  of  the 
Laws  and  Ordinances]  that — 

"They  may  make  contracts  for  work  to  be  done 
in  the  house,  with  any  peison  disposed  to  supply 
materials  to  be  there  wrought,  and  in  such  case 
may  stipulate  that  the  contractor  shall  fur- 
nish some  person,  to  be  approved  by  them,  to 
oversee  the  labor  of  the  convicts  and  instruct 
them  in  business  and  trades,  in  conformity  to  all 
the  rules  of  the  prison,  and  not  interfering  with 
the  discipline  thereof." 

Now,  1  understood  from  the  gentleman  from 
Waid4that  the  gentleman  whom  the  directors 
employed  to  superintend  the  work  of  these  £00  or 
600  embryo  tailors  supplies  the  trimmings.  I 
should  like  to  know  by  what  warrant  of  law  that 
man  is  employed  at  all  by  the  directors;  and  if 
employed  by  t'iem,  what  right  have  they  to  sup- 
ply materials?  If  they  have  a  right  to  supply 
trimmings,  they  have  a  right  to  go  into  the  whole 
tailoring  business.  The  statute  expressly  »ay» 
they  shall  nor  go  into  •  ny  business  outside  of  fur- 
nishing manual  labor;  but  the  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  au- 
thority to  supply  materials.  If  they  can  do  that 
they  can  do  anything. 

Mr.  Train  ot  Ward  13—1  had  no  idea  that  the 
gentleman  desired  to  nave  this  matter  discussed 
tonight,  or  I  should  have  been  prepared  to  an- 
swer. Idesie  that  the  committee  be  appointed 
and  go  into  the  subject  upon  the  broadest  ground, 
not  only  as  to  the  management,  but  as  to  the  ef- 
fect of  ihe  system  upon  the  working  women.  I 
want  them  to  go  through  everything.  I  thinkthe 
directors  will  insist  upon  it  after  the  statements 
that  have  been  made.  I  don't  think  the  gentle- 
man desires  to  accuse  any  one ;  at  the  same  time 
his  intimations  are  very  strong  that  this  very  im- 
portant matter  has  been  mismanaged. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  has  made  rather  a  pertinent  inquiry.  1 
refer  him  to  the  Auditor's  report  for  1873-4,  page 
129.  The  following  items  are  under  the  head  of 
the  expenditures  for  the  House  of  Correction : 

Subsistence  supplies $27,558.12 

Clothing  and  beading,  including  machines  for 

makiug  the  same  for  inmates 6,322.92 

Trimmings  used  in  manufacturing  sale  goods.  8,633.19 
Sewing  and  knitting  machines  and  needles, 

including  repairs 4,172.78 

That  amount  was  used  in  1833-4.  The  appro- 
priation for  sewing  machines  and  trimmings  was 
omitted  this  year,  but  it  had  not  occurred  to  me, 
when  I  made  the  motion,  that  it  was  at  all  illegal. 
My  objection  was  that  it  was  put  into  the  account 
at  all.  But  while  they  asked  for  sewing  machines, 
Mr.  Flanders  said  today  that  they  did  n't  intend 
to  buy  any  this  year. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6 — When  the  question  of  ap- 
propriating money  for  trimmings  came  up  in  the 
committee  on  the  Auditor's  estimates,  a  member 
of  the  Committee  ou  Public  Institutions  stated 
that  a  laige  part  of  the  appropriation  was  actually 
needed  for  trimmings  and  not  for  sewing  ma- 
chines. It  seems  to  me  there  should  he  no  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  this  investigation.  Assertions 
have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  reported  mis- 
management of  the  institutions,  and  they 
should  be  thoroughly  investigated  in  justice 
to  the  directors.  It  has  been  very  ably 
shown  that  the  convicts  do  not  learn  a 
trade  that  tbey  will  use  after  leaving  the 
institution.  But  certainly  the  present  system  of 
employing  convict  labor  has  bad  the  effect  to 
drive  manufacturers  out  of  this  locality.  I  have 
heard  of  manufacturers  of  gas  fixtures  who  could 
not  compete  with  other  manufacturers  who  em- 
ployed convict  labor.  If,  as  was  said  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  rose  in  defence  of  the  system,  the  con- 
victs cannot  better  be  employed  than  by  sewing 
shirts  and  pantaloons,  then  I  think  a  commission 
should  be  appointed  to  see  if  the  inventive  genius 
of  the  Yankee  has  deteriorated.  Common  justice 
to  the  directors  demands  that  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  should  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6  moved  the  previous 
question,  but  M.r.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  was  recog- 
nized by  the  Chair  first. 

Mr.  Peabody  said  he  was  about  to  make  the 
same  motion,  as  both  sides  seemed  to  desire  the 
investigation. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

The  President  appoihted  Messrs.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  4,  Devereux  of  Ward  22,  and.Parker  of  Ward 
14  on  said  Committee.    Sent  down. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


THE  PUBLIC  PABK. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  trie  special  assignment,  (the  park  question) 
and  moved  that  the  vote  be  taken  at  9.45,  and  that 
speeches  on  the  questionbe limited  to  fiverninutes 
each. 

The  motion  prevailed — 33  for,  26  against — and 
the  order  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  AVard  9 — Feeling  compelled,  con- 
trary to  my  inclinations,  to  vote  against  this  or- 
der, I  desire  to  give  some  reasons  for  so  doing. 
The  advocates  of  the  project  for  constructing  a 
park  or  parks  in  Boston  and  its  immediate  neigh- 
borhood hs.ve  had  an  easy  task  to  perform  in 
choosing  their  line  ol  argument,  whici>  has  con- 
sisted in  urgent  appeals,  on-the  one  hand,  to  the 
taste  and  pride  of  the  citizens,  and  on  the  other 
hand  to  their  fears,  through  the  plea  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  city  largely  depends 
upon  action  in  this  direction.  It  is  impossible  to 
oppose  this  kind  of  argument,  and  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  do  so — I  sympathize  with  it.  I  believe, how- 
ever, that  the  policy  of  can  ying  out  the  proposed 
measuie  is  only  a  part  of  a  gieat  question,  the 
whole  of  which  Is  constantly  pressing  upon 
our  attention  as  residents  of  a  large  and 
growiug  city.  The  general  question  is,  How  can 
we  put  our  city  in  jcondition  to  best  secure  the 
health,  comfort  and  prosperity  of  its  inhabitants, 
with  the  means  and  information  at  our  command  ? 
We  can  effect  the  most  in  this  direction  by  con- 
sidering- all  minor  Questions  as  they  present  them- 
selves, as  paits  of,  and  in  their  i  elation  to,  the 
whole  question;  and,  as  we  cannot  accomplish 
everything  at  once,  bv  undertaking  first  those 
things  for  which  there  is  the  most  pressing  neces- 
sity. It  will  be  conceded  that  the  health  of  the 
citizens  requites  the  first  attention.  To  secure 
this,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  are  measures  im- 
portant to  be  carried  out  deserving  more  imme- 
diate attention  than  does  the  construction  of  a 
park,  and  involving  so  great  outlay  that  w 
should  pause  before  entering  upon  so  vast  a 
scheme  of  expenditure  as  the  proposed  measure 
would  necessitate.  In  a  large  city,  good  drainage, 
well-ventilated  housss  and  good  food  are  prime 
requisites  to  health.  Exercise  should  be  added 
to  the  list,  but,  for  tnose  who  suffer  the  most  for 
the  want  of  the  things  first  named,  exercise  comes 
with  their  labor,  or  the  demands  of  l^bor  so  con- 
trol their  time  that  they  have  little  leisure  for  ex- 
ercise in  pleasure  grounls.  In  regard  to  my  first 
requi->ite,  good  drainage,  an  important  step 
towards  effecting  this  object  has  been  lately 
taken  by  the  appointment  of  an  excellent 
commission  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  there  is  no  doubt  that  any  icuprovmieut 
which  they  may  suggest  will  be  cheerfully  carried 
out.  There  is  good  reason  to  suppose  that, 
whatever  system  they  may  recommend  for 
the  treatment  of  the  main  sewers,  they  w  ill  also 
advise  that  stringent  measures  be  adopted  where- 
by the  city  can  control  the  proper  construction  of 
house  drains.  It  is  piobable  that  a  delete  "ions  in- 
fluence on  health  proceeds  oftener  from  defective 
connections  with  the  mains  than  from  the  sewers 
themselves.  It  may,  thereto]  e,  be  deemed  neces- 
sary that  the  city  should  assume  control  of  the 
whole  system,  and  either  build,  or  supervise  the 
building  of,  every  house  drain.,  and  insist  upon 
having  proper  "traps"  in  the  connections  there- 
with. All  this  will  involve  large  expenditures, 
but  it  is  a  prime  necessity  and  must  be  done,  and 
will  be  done,  whatever  disposition  may  be  made 
of  the  park  question.  Ventilation  of  houses — 
In  the  construction  of  laige,  expensive 
houses  intended,  perhaps,  for  the  occupancy  of 
small  families,  too  little  car=  is  given  to  their  good 
ventilation,  while  in  a  tenement  house  which  shel- 
ters scores  of  persons,  thorough  ventilation  is  so 
important,  not  only  to  its  tenants,  but  to  the 
whole  community,  as  to  ni^Pe  it  necessary  that  the 
authorities  should coutiol  itsairangements  to  that 
end.  In  crowded  localities  it  is  important  to  open 
clo.-ed  "courts,"  so  that— as  streets— they  may  af- 
ford free  circulation  for  fresh  air.  In  some  cases, 
widening  or  extending  a  street,  in  a  closelypacked 
district,  might  do  more  toward  preventing  sick- 
•ness  than  would  a  park  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
city.  Such  means  of  affording  ventilation  to  the 
thickly  settled  portions  of  the  city  would  be  expen- 
sive, but  is  not  such  action  a  prime  necessity,  one  of 
the  things  to  be  done  first?  Good  Food— There  is  lit- 
tle doubt  that  the  present  policy  of  the  city,  in  its 
management  of  the  great  markets,  virtually  cre- 
ates a  monopoly  whereby  the  prices  for  food  are 
greatly  increased  by  the  consumer.  Few  subjects 
are  more  important  tnan  that  which  relates  to 


the  price  and  distribution  of  food.  High  prices 
necessitate  insufficient  and  inferior  footi,  and 
weakness  and  sickness  result  therefrom. 

In  striving  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  city,  it  is  important,  therefore,  that  the  market 
system  should  be  made  the  best  attainable  one. 
It  cannot.it  seems  to  me,  be  justly  urged  that 
parks  would  compensate  for  neglect  of  the  meas- 
ures to  which  I  have  alluded;  but  it  will, 
doubtless,  be  urged  that  the  city  can  set  all  these 
matters  right,  and  build  parks,  too ;  and  this  brings 
us  to  the  question  of  our  financial  eonoition.  It 
would  seem,  Mr.  Piesidest,  as  if  a  large  part  of 
this  community  regards  the  revenue  of  the  city  ..  s 
almost  unlimited,  through  the  poivei  of  taxation, 
and  that  the  amount  of  its  expenditures  is  of  lit- 
tle consequence  so  long  as  it  can  borrow  money 
easily.  To  such  pei  sons  a  sinking  fund  is  a  mys- 
terious device  by  which  a  city's  debts  can  be  ar- 
ranged so  as  to  be  no  burden  to  the  citizens ;  and 
that  will,  somehow,  pay  the  debts  s.i  maturity, 
even  though  the  money  to  fill  the  fund  is  regular- 
ly borrowed.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  revenue  which 
the  city  can  rely  upon  is  by  no  means  u.  limited,  and 
that  it  would  not  be  tar  out  of  the  way  to  assume 
that  the  present  valuation  and  rate  of  taxation 
art,  as  high  ^s  they  can  be  carried  with  advantage 
to  the  revenue.  The  depraved  state  of  morals,  in 
regard  to  running  into  debt,  which  affects  our 
city  in  common  witu  the  rest  of  the  country,  leads 
us  into  many  injudicious  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, ihe  present  debt,  with  the  additions 
sood  to  be  made  to  it,  for  the  water  works,  im- 
piovement  of  sewerage  for  the  city  and  the  Mys- 
tic bisrn,  and  for  other  necessary  measures,  will 
soon  become  a  serious  burden  to  the  present  gen- 
eration and  to  be  entailed  upon  succeeding  ones. 
Its  consideration  may  justly  excite  the  appiehen- 
sions  of  all  prudent  citizen;;— of  all  who  desire  the 
true  welfare  of  Boston.  If  the  recklessness  in  re- 
gard to  increasing  the  debt  continue  in  the  fu- 
ture as  it  has  prevailed  during  the  last  few  years, 
the  city  will  soon  be  compelled  to  bor- 
row, not  only  for  its  Sinking  Fund  —  if 
it  keep  up  the  form  of  one  —  but  to 
meet  its  interest.  If  that  ever  occur,  the  in- 
jury which  would  result  to  its  credit  might  prove 
a  salutary  check  to  extravagance,  if  greater 
economy  had  been  practised  in  the  past,  the  city 
might  now.  perhaps,  ne  able  to  afford  the  luxury 
of  5:  park  or  parks;  but  in  its  present  financial 
condition,  and  considering  the  gieat  expendi- 
tures soon  to  be  made  for  the  objects  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  and  to  which  the  city  is  c  mmitied, 
I  feel  constrained  to  belUve,  though  reluctantly, 
that  the  order  now  before  us  ought  not  to  pass; 
and  that  it  is  the  di  ty  of  tie  City  Government, 
before  taking  any  action  to  acquire  a  park,  to  en- 
deavor to  improve  the  sauitaiy  condition  of  tue 
city,  by  zealous  atteution  to  the  subjects 
I  have  pointed  out.  When  these  things  ait  ac- 
complished, we  can  consider  the  q.'.estiou  of  parks. 
If  then  shown  to  be  ncccsscuy  the  people  icill 
build  them.  If  our  financial  condition  then  per- 
mit, we  ought  to  provide  them,  even  if  it  should 
be  merely  for  the  pleasure  they  can  give.  1  am 
heaitily  in  favor  of  parks,  and  delight  m  them 
as  I  delight  in  everything  that  is  beauti- 
ful, but  I  uige  that  it  is  oui  duty  to  provide 
for  what  is  most  necessary  first,  and  theu  .oall 
th&t  we  can  properlj  do  to'  &cd  to  our  comfoit 
and  gratify  our  taste. 

Just  before  Mr.  Jaques  concluded  his  remarks 
his  time  expired,  and  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9. 
gameu  the  floor  and  offered  to  surrender  his  five 
inintites  to  his  colleague,  out  it  was  ruled  out  of 
order  by  the  President.  | 

Mr.  Fitzge-ald  of  Ward  7  hoped  the  rule  would 
either  be  adhered  to  or  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10 moved  that  Mr.  Jaques 
have  further  time,  and  Mr.  Willcutt  moved  to 
suspeud  the  rule  altogether. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
five-iuinuLe  rule. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  hoped  the  five-minute  rule 
would  be  carried  out,  but  thought  it  impossible  to 
do  so,  as  when  a  gentleman  has  a  prepared  speech 
courtesy  requires  that  he  should  have  more 
time  to  deliver  it,  while  tlios-  who  did  not  pre- 
pare speeches  were  limited  to  five  minutes, 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  aud  Mr.  Flynuof  Ward 
7  both  hoped  the  rule  would  be  rescinded,  though 
the  latter  hoped  the  vote  would  be  taken,  as  he 
did  not  believe  all  the  speeches  would  charge  the 
mind  of  a  siugle  member. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  five- 
mi.  arte  rule  was  rescinded.  Mr.  Jaques  theu  con- 
cluded his  remarks. 
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.Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  did  i  ot  come  lien-  re- 
paired with  any  carefully  arranged  statistics  this 
evening  or  to  make  an  eioquent  speech  in  favor  of 
public  paiks,  for  one  might  say,  in  tbe  words  of  a 
certain  well  known  author,  "that  so  much  has 
been  said,  and  well  said,  that  nothing  more  re- 
mains to  be  said."  In  faci,  1  think  this  was  proved 
by  the  igentU  man  from  Ward  5,  who  made  the 
elaborate  and  lengthy  speech  at  the  last  meeting. 
Ik- brought  forward  tbose  familiar  statistics,  co- 
gent leasers  ad  unai:  werable  arguments  that 
have  been  expressed  for  the  past  naif  a  cen- 
tury iu  favor  of  public  parks  m  gi'at  cities;  and 
it  corns  to  me  that  if  we  desire  arguments  for 
publie  parks  we  might  hud  them  in  every  century, 
even  if  we  go  back  to  the  time  of  Julius  Ca-sar, 
who  laid  out  the  first  parks  on  record,  if  wo  ex- 
cept the  (Jarden  of  Eden.  Julius  Csa*ar  certainly 
undei stood  the  people,  as  have  all  rulers  of  re- 
nown who  have  had  the  greatest  success.  And 
what  Julius  Casai  did,  and  how  h  remembered 
the  people  in  his  will,  accorcingto  Shakespeare, 
was  as  follows: 

•'Moreover.  he  hath  left  you  all  nis  walks, 
His  private  arbors,  and  new-planted  orchards, 
On  this  side  Tiber;  be  hath  left  them  you. 
Anil  to  your  heirs  forever— common  pleasures, 
To  walk  abroad  and  recreate  yourselves." 

That  was  a  man  who  111  dcrstood  the  wants  of 
the  common  people,  and  knew  that  they  desired  to 
rest  aiu1  recreate  themselves.  The  last  speaker 
says  we  must  lirst  look  at  the  affairs  of  pressing 
necessity;  then  he  speaks  of  the  great  outlay  fox 

public  pinks  and  the  necessity  for  good  drainage, 
ventilation  and  street  widenings.  1  agree  wilb 
hitn  that  we  should  look  first  at  tbe  most  pressing 
necessity.  There  has  long  bee  i  a  necessity  for 
mors  extensive  public  parks  io  Boston,  and  it 
ought  io  be  a  source  of  mortification  ts  every  one 
ooBneoted  with  the  City  Government  for  the  last 
y-flve  j  ears  that  no  steps  have  been  taken 
toward  laying  tbem  out,  or  at  least  ^ecuriug 
territory  for  that  purpose,  ft  we  wait  till 
every  street  is  widened,  every  sower  built  and 
every  tenement  ventilated,  and  we  have  got  cveiy- 
tbing  in  apple-pie  order,  we  should  by  that  time 
—if  it  ever  arrived— have  to  lay  out  a  park  through 
a  series  of  towns  and  villages  and  to  depopulate 
them  in  order  to  get  the  open  space  therefor.  I 
labor  under  this  difficulty,  that  almost  every 
reason  1  can  present  has  been  given  and  iepeat- 
ed  over  and  over  again,  here  and  else- 
wheic,  till  they  have  become  familiar  to 
everv  one  who  reads  the  English  language. 
The  gentleman  speaks  of  our  pressing  necessities, 
and.  lam  surprised  to  hear  him  say  that  the  ven- 
tilati  511  of  houses  should  first  have  our  attention ; 
aud  that  laborers  have  sufficient  exercise  from 
their  employment  and  do  not  need  pleas- 
ure grounds  for  exercise,  and  they  have 
comparatively  littl"  time  to  devote  to  visit- 
ing a  public  park,  wbich  he  infers  will 
be  some  distance  from  the  point  at  which 
they  labor.  1  do  wish  any  gentleman  who  pre- 
sents such  arguments  as  these  would  so  into  the 
poor  apology  for  a  park  in  Boston — which  some 
gentlemen,  even  now,  desire  to  deprive  us  of— and 
fee  the  number  of  those  laboring  people,  who 
have,  as  he  says,  little  time  for  exercise,  walking 
there  on  Sunday  afternoons  and  evenings  so  nu- 
merous that  th'ey  jostle  each  other  as  theypaFS. 
Even  the  little  park  that  we  now  possess  »e  have 
been  obliged  to  fight  far  to  preserve,  and  it  has 
been  amusing  to  hear  men  at  public  hearings  say 
tint  they  have  r.o  interest  except  that  of  the  pub- 
lic in  the  cutting  off  of  a  slice  of  Boston  Common, 
and  two  months  afterward  learn  that  they  have 
been  elected  directors  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road. Ore  reason  why  this  order  may  be  safely 
passed  is,  that  it  is  guarded  in  every  possible  man- 
ner. The  act  cannot  take  effect  unless  accept- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  at  the 
next  election.  If  I  understand  the  temper 
of  public  opinion,  it  is  stiongly  in  favor  of 
public  parks.  I  know  that  some  individual 
names  that  have  been  used  in  connection  with 
Back  Bav  lands  have  contributed  to  excite  a  spirit 
of  opposition,  because  it  is  thought  that  by  taking 
lands  for  recreation  for  the  people  Boston  might 
be  assisting'  unscrupulous  land  speculators,whose 
reputation  may  not  be  fragrant  in  the  nostrils  of 
some  portion  of  the  community,  and  who  have 
land  they  wish  to  force  upon  the  city.  But  this 
act  does  not  specify  that  such  lands  shall  be 
taken.  It  provides  that  tbe  Mayor  shall  petition 
for  authority  to  take  lands  in  the  city  for  public 
park".  What  land  it  shall  be  maybe  decided 
nereafter.    The   ground  was  well   gone  over  by 


the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  Hepreseoted  statis- 
tics from  every  city  in  the  United  States  that  has 
a  public  park,  and  he  also  gave  many  statist;cs 
iioin  London.  I  regret  to  say,  that  in  quoting 
those  lie  was  somewhat  at  faulf,  because  he  men- 
tioned parks  not  actually  in  the  city  of  London.  I 
also  call  to  mind  now  a  very  interesting  conun- 
drum he  proposed  to  me  respecting  the  city  of 
London,  which  was,  if  I  knew  bow  many 
houses  had  been  built  in  tbe  city  of  London. 
I  did  u't  hi-.ppen  to  be  able  to  answer  it  then, 
a:id  1  have  since  been  studying  to  ascer- 
tain the  protable  number,  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  do  so,  as  the  city  was  commenced  abou  t 
two  thousand  ye  us  ago,  and  it  is  rather  of  difficult 
computation.  1  learn,  however,  that  there  were 
520,000  houses  in  Lonclo-  iu  1873.  I  was  also  asked 
by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Shaw]  if  I  had  ever  con- 
sulted Colonel  Henderson,  chief  of  the  London 
Eoliee  with  regard  to  other  statistics,  but  not 
avmg  been  bi ought  in  contact  with  the  police  so 
frequently  maybe  as  the  gentleman  has,  I  was 
not  able  on  demand  to  (rive  the  information.  My 
information  comes  troru  higher  records  than 
those  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  and  I  might  give 
tbem  at  length  if  time  would  allov  I  believe  it 
is  considered  that  Kew  Gardens,  Richmond 
Hill,  as  the  gentleman  put  it,  are  not 
exactly  within  that  city,  although  transportation 
is  so  eiieap  that  the  people  are  easily  able  to  reach 
them. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— My  question  of  houses  re- 
lated to  the  last  decade. 

Mi.  Uuild— If  the  gentleman  puts  a  question  he 
must  expect  it  answered  as  he  puts  it,  not  as  he 
thought  he  put  it. 

Mr.  Shaw — \  referred  to  the  last  decade;  not  be- 
fore the  flood. 

Mr.  Guild— The  gentleman's  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  police  I  have  no  doubt  may  be  fuller 
than  mine,  owing  to  his  more  intimate  acquaint- 
ance  with  that  body. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  Chief  of  Police  is  an  officer  of 
Parliament,  and  rei  orts  to  that  body. 

Mr,  Guild — I  am  not  sure  in  regard  to  the  exact 
number  of  acres  contained  in  the  public  paiks  m 
London,  but  my  recollection  is  that  it  is  2850  in  the 
city  proper,  and  we  have  nearly  that  number  in 
one  American  city— Chicago  his  nearly  2000.  We 
ought  to  profit  by  the  experiences  of  other  and 
old.  r  cities,  and  improve  on  the  Old  World  plan  in 
our  American  parks.  I  have  already  spoken 
longer  than  I  expected  to.  I  hope  this  measure 
u  ill  be  earned,  as  it  appears  to  be  as  much  a  pub- 
lic necessity  as  the  building  of  sewers,  widening 
of  streets  or  tne  ventilating  of  houses. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — 1  am  ot  the  opinion  that 
all  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  this  order  may  be 
condensed  into  the  following  propositions:  That 
Boston  needs  a  park  for  the  purpose  of  recreation, 
that  tbe  health  of  the  people  requires  it,  aud,  ad- 
mitting these  two,  that  the  present  is  the  proper 
tune  to  make  the  needed  appropriation.  Now  the 
force  of  the;e  three  propositions  I  deny,  for  the 
following  reasons:  Unlike  other  American  cities 
Boston  heeds  no  artificial  ornamentation.  We 
are  not  situated  on  a  long,  narrow  penin- 
sula, made  up,  like  New  York,  of  swamp 
lands  and  rocky  hillocks,  and  shut  off  by 
broad  rivers  from  access  to  the  open  country ; 
neither  is  it  like  Brooklyn,  backed  by  barren  hills, 
nor  like  Chicago  surrounded  by  flat  uninteresting 
prairie  lar:d,  nor  like  San  Francisco  with  suburbs 
made  up  cf  sand  wastes.  On  the  contrary,  from 
the  extreme  northeast  to  tbe  extreme  southeast 
we  are  encircled  by  the  fairest  towns  and  villages 
to  b>-  founel  in  this  or  any  other  country.  In  fact, 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  there  is  another  place 
on  the  earth's  surface  of  no  greater  extent  con- 
taining as  many  naturally  beautiful  sites  as  are  to 
be  found  within  a  radius  of  five  miles  of 
this  place.  Compared  with  all  this  nat- 
ural loveliness  so  lavishly  bestowed  what  can  any 
such  park  as  we  have  proposed  be?  More  than 
this,  I  think  the  natural  advantages  of  Boston  are 
such  that  no  increase  in  population  can  greatly 
damage  them.  Our  suburbs  are  of  so  wide  a  cir- 
cumference that  when  we  shall  have  grown  to 
three  times  our  present  size,  persons  residing  in 
the  thickly  settled  central  sections  of  the  city  will 
still  be  within  as  easy  travelling  distance  of  the 
green  fields  and  open  roads  of  the  country  as 
those  who  reside  in  the  Fourth  and  Sixth  wards 
of  New  York,  and  who  most  need  that  place  of 
recreation  now,  are  to  Central  Park. 

The  question  of  health  for  a  city  like  our  own  is 
ore  that  deserves  and  should  at  all  times  com- 
mand the  closest  attention,  but  at  this  point  I 
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must protest  against  beitg  forced  ioto  a  seeming 
opposition  to  what  may  be  the  most  urgent  need 
of  the  city,  an  improved  sewerage  system,  from 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  twisted  and  distorted  in- 
to a  connection  with  this  park  project.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  connection  between  the  two  sub- 
jects,and  I  hope  gentlemen:Will  uotjbe  deterred  in 
voting  against  the  latter  for  fear  of  defeating  the 
former. 

A  great  deal  has  been  written  and  said  about 
the  necessity  for  having  a  breathing  place,or  lungs, 
for  toe  city.  It  is  wholly  a  visionary  idea.  The 
air  we  breathe  today  and  have  breathed  for  the 
past  week  was  charged  with  whatever  ozone  or 
health-giving  powers  it  possessed  among  the  for- 
ests of  Canada  or  bunoreds  of  miles  away  on  the 
Atlantic  oceaii;  and  if  it  had  become  polluted  no 
little  sweep  oyer  a  thousand  acres  or  so  would 
purify  it.  More  Than  this,  the  theory  is  shown  to 
be  illogical  when  brought  down  to  a  practical 
application.  If  we  are  in  need  of  parks  for  breath- 
ing places,  the  place  to  locate  them  would  be  in 
the  South  Core  district  or  among  the  narrow 
squalid  streets  of  the  North  Ecd,  and  not  five 
miles  away  in  West  Roxbury,  Broobline  or  Brigh- 
ton. But  the  whole  idea  is  fanciful  and  merely 
introduced  to  cloud  and  mystify  sound  judgment. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  a  park  has  certain 
advantages,  and  that  as  a  Dlace  of  recreation  it  is 
very  desirable.  No  one  will  question  that;  but  at 
present  I  think  Boston  has  all  the  pa>ks  that  can 
be  desired.  If,  however,  we  are  looking  to  the  fu- 
ture, I  think  we  might  judiciously  follow 
the  example  lately  set  oy  the  city  of 
London.  The  corporation  of  the  city  of  London 
has  within  the  last  six  months  come  into  posses- 
sion of  Epping  Forest,  a  tract  of  forest  land  about 
the  size  of  the  Sixteenth  Ward,  situated  on  a  line 
of  railroad  about  seventeen  miles  from  the  city. 
It  is  proposed  to  make  a  park  of  this,  lea-viag  it  as 
it  is,  iu  a  state  of  nature,  and  to  run  cheap  and 
frequent  exclusion  trains  there,  and  thus  all  >w 
the  poor  people  of  -the  towns,  and  the  working 
classes  generally,  the  advantage  of  free  forest  air. 
The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  park  of  this 
kind  aie  inestimable,  when  you  compare  thtm 
with  those  to  be  gained  by  walking  on  paved  bou- 
levards or  gravelled  walk's  by  tbe  side  of  guarded 
grass  plots. 

Adinitting(which  I  do  not)  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  park,  as  proposed,  it  must  be  apparent  to 
all  that  the  present  is  a  most  inopportune  time 
for  urging  its  acquisition.  Probably  there  hs,s 
not  b -en  a  year  since  the  City  Government  was 
first  inauguraf°d  when  the  needed  demands  and 
necessary  ezoenses  bore  more  heavily  upou  Its  re- 
sources; and  certainly  there  has  not  been  a  year 
within  that  period  when  the  prospective  incomes 
of  the  tax-paying  citizens  were  relatively  smaller. 
On  every  hand  we  hear  of  retrenchriient  and 
economy.  Little  comforts,  which  from  long  con- 
tinuance have  come  to  be  considered  in  the  light 
of  necessities  aie  ruthlessly  cut  off  from  the  stern 
demands  of  a  restricted  income.  And  yet  this 
time  is  chosen  as  the  pioper  one  for  creating  a 
great  public  debt.  I  say  a  great  public  debt,  and 
I  say  it  advisedly,  for  if  we  once  enter  upon  this 
plan  it  cannot  be  accomplished  without  an  ex- 
penditure of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  to  say 
nothifig  of  the  large  annual  outlay  needed  to  keep 
the  park  in  tolerable  condition.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  said  that  land  is  now  relatively  cheaper 
than  it  will  be;  and  nioie  than  this,  that  this 
improvement  will  increase  the  taxable  value 
of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  park,  which  will 
more  than  compensate  the  city  for  the  ex- 
penditure. These  arguments  may  be  plausi- 
ble, but  at  the  bottom  they'  are  wholly 
unsound.  Economy  is  never  a  matter  of  dollars 
and  cents,  but  of  resources.  That  article  is  cheap 
which  we  want  and  can  afford  to  buy;  and  that 
article  is  dear,  no  matter  what  the  price  in  dollars 
and  cents  may  be,  which  we  neither  want  nor 
have  the  money  to  pay  for.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  fifteen  yeai  s  hence  Boston  may  be  better  pre- 
pared to  pay  two  or  eveD  three  times  the  price  that 
is  proposed  to  be  paid  for  the  land.  We  may  then 
want  a  park;  we  do  not  now.  We  may  then  have 
the  money  to  buy  it  with;  we  have  not  this  at 
present. 

There  is  nothing  per  se  in  a  park  to  increase  the 
taxable  value  of  land.  There  are  thousauds,  yes, 
millions  of  acres  of  park  or  paik-like  lands  along 
tbe  head  wateis  of  the  Missouri  Kiver  that  may 
be  had  for  the  asking ;  yet  I  never  heard  that  the 
taxable  value  of  land  in  their  vicinity  had  been 
increased.  What  constitutes  the  taxable  value 
of   a  city  over  and   above   created  wealth?    Is  it 


not  its  availability  as  a  point  for  the  shipment 
and  transhipment  of  freight;  its  numerous  rail- 
way and  steamboat  iines;  its  industrious  people 
and  enterprising  capitalists;  its  low-rented  ware- 
houses, and  above  all  —  that  which  alone 
renders  business  profitable  —  its  low  rate 
of  taxation  ?  A  parallel  has  been  attempted  to 
be  drawn  betwten  New  York  and  Boston  when  " 
no  parallel  exists.  Gentlemen  must  know  that  de- 
sirable building  land  on  Manhattan  Island  is  a 
limited  commodity.  The  City  Government  tteps 
into  the  market  and  takes  unto  itself  a  large  sec- 
tion of  their  alreaoy  small  supply.  To  suppose 
that  the  rest  of  the  land  would  not  increase  in 
value  is  to  sec  at  defiance  every  principle  of  po- 
litical fcouomy.  Why,  sir,  the  result  would  have 
been  the  same  had  the  land  thus  taken  been  used 
for  any  purpose  other  than  a  public  nuisance. 

I  zdmif  that  there  is  a  certain  sesthetical  value 

in   park  lands,  but  it  cannot  be  put  aown  in  the 

tax  books,  a.ud  should  never  be  encouraged  at  the 

'  expen  e  of  the  more  reli?Jble  wealth  on  which  it  so 

depended. 

I  would  like  in  this  connection  to  read  a  short 
extract  from  the  New  York  Tribune  upon  this 
subject. 

Mv.  Howes  read  fiom  the  Tribune  an  article 
which  advocated  cutting  down  the  expenditures 
for  parks  and  compariug  the  commercial  and 
financial  condition  of  that  city  with  that  of  Bos- 
ton, and  continued- 
Mr.  President,  can  any  picture  be  plain sr  than 
this?  New  York,  all  but  overwhelmed  iu  an  ocean 
of  debt,  is  looking  nervously  at  us;  and  we  are 
standing  upon  the  brink  and  metaphorically  tak- 
ing off  our  clothes  to  plunge  into  the  mire  beside 
her.  Could  any  course  be  more  foolish?  Could 
any  be  more  suicidal?  Gentlemen  must  know 
th..t  we  are  at  preseut  engaged  in  a  close  contest 
with  New  York,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  for 
commercial  supremacy.  >Ye  have  geographical 
difficulties  to  contend  against  which  can  only  be 
overcome  by  the  utmost  prudence  on  our  part. 
One  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  transporting  a  barrel 
of  flour  or  a  bushel  of  wheat  may  turn  the  scale 
against  us  and  consign  a  flowing  tiade  to 
our  more  fortunate  rivals.  It  is  a  struggle 
for  existence  in  which  the  most  t;.x-  burdened  and 
least  prudent  community  must  go  to  the  wall.  I 
am  convinced,  sir,  that  we  can  do  no  more  iu  this 
chamber  to  make  Boston  one  of  the  first,  if  not 
the  leading,  commercial  city  in  this  country,  by 
wise  legislation,  than  can  be  dons  by  all  the  hear- 
ings at  the  State  House  in  regard  to  the  tariff  of 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  or  even  by  suc- 
cessful combination  "with  Western  railroads,  or 
even  by  the  Hoosac  Tunnel. 

I  will  not  allow  any  one  to  go  beyond  me  in  a 
desire  to  make  Boston  of  the  future  in  every  way 
worthy  of  herieputation  iu  the  past.  I  hope  that  iii 
years  to  come  she  may  have  not  ouly  an  intelligent 
aud  industrious,  but  a  healthy  and  happy  people : 
but  I  cannot  see  that  this  is  to  be  brought  about 
by  a  course  which  threatens  to  cripple  her  le- 
sources  and  rt  duce  hor  to  the  rank  of  a  second  or 
third  rate  city.  I  shall  therefore  vote  against- this 
order,  and  trust  that  it  will  be  defeated.  I  pro- 
pose to  offer  at  the  proper  time  an  order  some- 
what to  this  effect;  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature  for  authority  to  take  unim- 
proved land  for  park  purposes,  on  the  line  or  lines 
of  railway,  the  same  to  oe  situated  not  less  than 
eight  and  not  more  than  eighteen  rniiessfrorn  the 
City  Hall.  In  this  way  we  shall  secure  for  tho>e 
who  need  it — the  laboring  classes  and  the  poor — a 
certainty  of  healthful  enjoyment;  while  for  the 
city  we  shall  do  all  that  can  reasonably  be  demand- 
ed of   this  and  the  succeeding  generation. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  do  not  propose  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Council  at  any  great  length, 
but  there  are  some  matters  that  have  not  been 
discussed,  and  which  I  deem  of  considerable  im- 
portance. I  shall  endeavor  to  make  my  remarks 
as  brief  as  possible.  This  subject  of  providing 
public  parks  for  the  city  of  Boston  is  no  new  mat- 
ter. Both  in  public  and  private  it  has  beeu  talke  J 
over,  and  advocated  in  all  the  prominent  papers 
of  this  city  by  our  ablest  writers,  and  numerous 
plans  recommended,  and  the  necessity  of  imme- 
diate action  by  our  citizens  urged  t"  secure  favor- 
able locations  while  they  could  be  had  at  Cheap 
prices.  The  last  City*  Government,  believing  it 
against  the  best  interests  of  the  city  to  further 
delay  so  necessary  and  important  au  undertaking, 
aud  to  present  it  to  the  citizens  in  a  definite  and 
comprehensive  form,  appointed  a  very  able  Board 
of  Commissioners  to  investigate  the  whole  sub 
ject  of  parks  and  the   requirements    or    the   city. 
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Tbey  devoted  much  time  and  labor  in  their  inves- 
tigations, and  in  examining'  tue  different  locali- 
ties in  our  suburbs  with  a  view  to  the  present  and 
future  wants  of  the  city,  and  their  very  able  re- 
port we  now  have  beto<e  iis.  On  the  twelfth  and 
thirtr  eoth  pages  we  have  their  recommendations, 
the  third  article  ot  which  is  now  presented  to  us 
for  our  action — "To  procuie  proper  authority  from 
the  Legislature  to  cany  their  recommendations 
into  effect."  I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  this 
Couucil  will  go  backwards  in  this  great  public 
movement,  neither  do  1  believe  the  oeople  will 
submit  to  it,  if  we  wer-  so  disposed.  I  regret  ex- 
ceedingly that  the  other  branch  should  nave 
chosen  to  hamper  this  order  with  such  restiie- 
tions.  It  evidently  is  the  best  they  are  disposed 
to  give  us,  and  I  shall  give  it  my  vote,  believing 
that  th^  Legislature  will  take  moie  enlarged 
views  of  what  i.s  proper  and  for  our  best  interests, 
and  not  burden  our  citizeos  with  the  first  costs  of 
the  land,  and  which  properly  belongs  lo  those 
coming  after  us  to  pay,  if  found  necessary;. 

The  fiist  recommendation  of  the  eomiu'issiouers 
in  their  report  is  a  park  in  the  tenitorv  known  as 
the  Back  Hay,  lying  west  of  Parker  street,  or  in 
that  neighborhood,  uuimpioved,  comprising 
marshes  and  flats,  receiving  the  sewage  of  the 
surrounding  territory,  and  a  great  public  nui- 
sance, poisoning  the  air,  and  pioducing  sickness 
not  onlv  to  tho.ic  residing  in  the  neighborhood, 
but.  also  to  tue  public  cowing  ill  daily  from  the 
suburban  towns  in  the  railway  trains,  and  which 
will  decieasc  the  value  of  mauy  of  the  most,  costly 
residences  of  the  city  near  that  locality,  if  the 
city  permits  it  to  remain  in  its  present  con. lition, 
the  sewers  emptying  iutothis  basin  throwing  their 
tilth  upon  the  marshes,  and  damaging  the  proper- 
ty of  the  owners  of  this  territory,  The  part 
weeK  the  Supreme  Court  decided  two  cases 
against  the  city  of  Cambridge,  wherein  dam- 
ages were  claimed  for  allowing  their  sewers 
to  discharge  into  Broad  Canal,  and  dis- 
tributing the  sewerage  matter  upon  the  Hats. 
A  great  cause  ot  this  several  e  nuisance  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  city  digging  out  the  mud  fiats  and 
marshes  for  material  to  fill  Tretnont  street  and 
the  fiats  west  ot  Washington  street  in  1832.  At 
that  time  the  Bad;  Hay  Sowed  to  within  1200  feet 
of  "Washington  street.  The  citv,  in  their  indenture 
with  the  Boston  &  Koxbury  Mill  Corporation  in 
1827.  whereby  they  conveyed  their  rights  Lo  the 
Ba>;k  Bay,  reserved  the  right  of  taking  mud  fioin 
the  basin,  and  the  right  to  license  others  to  do  the 
same.  This  property  the  city  has  burdened  with 
taxation  upon  a  valuation  lor  ant&elpated  int. 
provemciits.  belonging  to  various  owners  without 
any  means  of  access  to  it,  these  marshes  and  flats 
being  taxed  at  from  twelve  cents  to  thirty  cents 
per  foot,  a  considerable  portion  at  twenty -five  and 
thirty  cents,  on  account,  I  presume,  of  its  being 
on  a  line  with  Boyl«ton,  Newbury  and  other  streets 
projected,  as  laid  out  on  paper  plans,  and  the 
park  proposed  by  Ho  i.  David  Sears  in  1852,  while 
property  of  a  similar  character  located  in  the 
South  Bay  is  only  taxed  at  from  one -fifth  of  one 
cent  to  sixteen  cents  per  foot. 

It  is  a  grave  question  whether  the  ownetsof  this 
territory  have  not  an  equitaole  claim  against  the 
city  to  recover  the  excess  paid,  besides  damages 
to  their  property. 

And  now  a  few  words  about  land  speculators, 
and  their  ruined  foi  tunes. 

In  1870  Ward  15  u  as  taxed  on  a  valuation  of 
$13,652,000,  real  estate,  and  in  1874  on  $28,410,800, 
an  increase  of  814,838,800,  or  an  increase  of  over 
108  per  cent  in  four  years,  while  during  this  time 
the  sixteen  wards  which  comprised  the  citv  in  1870 
increased  in  real  estate  valuation  as  follows: 
Ward  1,  forty  per  cent. ;  Waid  2,  twenty;  Ward  3, 
tweuty-three;  Ward  4,  fifteen;  Ward  5,  tbirtv- 
four;  Ward  6,  thirty;  Ward  7,  thirty-seven;  Ward 
8,  thirteen;  Ward  9,  fifty-seven;  Wart)  10.  thirty; 
Ward  11,  eighteen ;  Ward  12,  sixty-one ;  Ward  13, 
forty-five;  Ward  14,  fifty-four;  Ward  15,  oi.e  hun- 
dred and  eight,  and  Ward  16  ninety-seven  per 
cent.,  the  general  average  being  forty-two  and 
five-eights  per  cent.  It  may  be  argued  that  great 
gain  in  Ward  15  is  in  new  dwelling  houses  erect-d 
during  this  time. 

I  will  give  you  the  numbers  and  values  of  the 
brick,  stoue,  wood  aud  frame  dwellings,  aud 
dwellings  and  stores  completed,  under  peimits 
issued  by  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  from  Oct.  1, 
1871,  this  being  the  commencement  of  their  records 
in  tabular  form,  co  Dec'.  31, 1874,  in  the  seven  prin- 
cipal wards  that  have  been  invaded  by  these 
land  speculators: 


Ward    1,  463  dwellings,  costing $1,374,400 

!),  161  "  "        Sl.KOU.iiO" 

"      12,564  •'  '        |1:7SM<X> 

"      13,  101  "  "        J298.700 

"      14,  334  "  "        81.664,200 

"      15,587  "  •'        §2,4-^7,350 

"      16,533  "  "        $2,078,606 

Making  a  total  of  2743  dwellings  and  stores,  cost- 
ing 111,397,250,  added  to  the  caxable  property  ot 
the  city  in  permanent  improvements  since  Oct.  1, 
1871,  by  these  land  speculatois.  The  surplus  of 
dwellings  unoccupied  are  not  more  than  we  shall 
need  the  present  year  if  business  takes  a  favorable 
turn.  And  we  all  know  that  when  this  movement 
commenced  in  1871  houses  were  then  very  scarce, 
families  crowded  together  in  many, while  bouses  in 
the  central  wards  were  turned  into  stores,  and 
many  families  were  driveu  to  seek  shelter  in 
many  of  the  towns  at  a  distance  from  the  city  lor 
temporary  homes,  and  who  will  return  to  our  su- 
burban wards  as  soon  as  businsss  revives. 

Deducting  the  $2,427,350  iuve-ted  in  buildings  i.i 
Ward  15  from  the  $14,838,800  increased  real  estate 
valuation  since  1870  gives  us  $12,411,450  increased 
taxable  valuation  on  her  lands,  under  these  im- 
provements, as  the  assessors  value  them,  which 
is  more  than  the  whole  real  estate  taxable 
valuation  of  1874  of  either  Wards  3,  13,  19, 
20,  21  or  22.  Is  not  Ward  15  entitled  to  some 
improvements  by  the  citv?  Is  it  not  public 
policy  for  the  city  co  open  out  some  important 
and  much  needed  avenues  through  her  territory 
so  highly  valued  by  the  assessor-:,  and  increase 
her  valuation,  rather  than  decrease  it?  One  word 
more  ibout  land  speculators,  men  that  believe  in 
the  growtn  and  prosperity  of  Boston.  You  can- 
not spare  them,  and  they  are  entitled  to  your  le- 
spect.  The  records  of  Norfolk  County  show  that 
a  number  of  gentlemen  formed  an  association  to 
purchase  lands  in  Koxbury,  Brookline,  Brighton 
ami  Cambridge  in  January,  1813.  They  were  Har- 
rison Gray  Otis,  Ebenezer  Francis,  Uriah  Cot- 
ting,  Francis  C.  Lowell,  Thomas  Wigglesworth, 
Samuel  Spear,  Nathan  Appleton,  John  Bellows 
and  IsiaelThorndike.  May  18, 1818,  William  Sa«  - 
ver  joined  them,  Oct.  25,  1826,  William  Appleton, 
and  Feb.  13,  1828,  David  Sears.  Subsequently 
they  divided  their  lands.  All  of  the~e  gentlemen 
invested  their  money  in  lands  in  and  around  Bos- 
ton, and  by  its  increase  added  millions  of  dollars 
to  their  wealth.  Then  we  had  the  Boston  &  Rox- 
bury  MiU  Corporation,  fifty  associates,  South 
Cove  Corporation  and  otheis,  reclaiming  the 
marsh  lands,  driving  the  wharves  from  the  centre 
of  the  city  to  where  they  now  are,  building  stores 
and  dwellings,  and  adding  millions  of  taxable 
property  to  the  city,  the  city  at  the  same  time  fill- 
ing up  her  flats  on  both  sides  of  Washington 
street  and  laying  out  streets,  doing  her  share  of 
the  work  and  making  money  out  of  the  operation. 
These  great  improvements  were  inaugurated  and 
advocated  by  Josiah  Quincy,  Mayor  from  1823  to 
1828,  and  were  carried  out  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Mayors  Otis,  Wells,  Lyman  and  others. 
The  city  cannot  afford  to  allow  the  Back  and 
SouthJBays  to  remain  any  longer  in  their  present 
condition,  comprising  about  four  hundred  acres 
of  waste  lands  within  the  two  and  one-half  mile 
circle,  and  adjoining  the  largest  tax-paying 
wards. 

Over  three  years  ago  a  petition  was  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  to  extend 
Boylston  street  to  Brookline  avenue.  If  this  had 
been  carried  out,  no  doubt  considerable  of  the 
Back  Bay  lauds  would  nave  been  filled  up.  No  ac- 
tion was  taken  by  the  board,  nor  a  hearing  given. 
Their  reasons  were  that  the  city  could  not  afford 
it.  Early  in  last  year  another  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  them  signed  by  taxpayers  representing 
some  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  by  all  our  ex- 
Mayors  and  most  if  nor  all  of  the  ex-Aldermen, 
requesting  that  it  might  be  extended  that  year.  A 
hearing  was  given  the  petitioners  last  summer, 
but  no  action  has  been  taken  as  yet  by  that  board. 
If  this  avenue  is  extended,  and  a  park  or  public 
garden  laid  out  on  its  southerly  side,  it  will  be  the 
most  desirable  street  for  palatial  residences  in  this 
district,  besides  being  a  main  thoroughfare  from 
the  business  centie  and  the  North  End  to  the  park 
and  the  western  suburbs.  This,  with  the  oth- 
er surroundings  of  the  park,  would  in- 
crease the  value  of  property  in  Wards  6, 
9,  11  and  15  enormously,  that  now  pay  a 
tax  upon  a  total  real  estate  valuation  of 
$134,215,600.  About  three-quarters  of  Ward  15  is 
vacant  lands,  territory  enough  to  make  three 
wards  ot  the  size  of  Wards  6,  9  or  11,  and  if  prop- 
erly developed   by   a    park   and   broad    avenues 
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would  no  doubt,  within  a  few  years,  give  an  in- 
creased valuation  of  one  hundred  millions;  tier 
real  estate  valuation  rs  $1,119,000 — more  than  tbe 
threa  wards  of  Charlestown,  with  no  avenues 
crossing  westerly  from  Tremont  street  between 
Beacon  street  and  the  Roxbury  crossing,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  two  and  one  half  miles. 

I  believe,  also,  that  we  should  have  a  series  of 
rural  parks  further  out  from  tbe  city  pr  oper,  where 
the  people  could  go  and  ramble  over  its 
hills  and  woods,  acces=ible  by  horse  cars, 
the  fares  to  be  regulated  at  the  bare  cost, 
so  that  it  would  be  within  the  means  of 
all,  briaging  to  thousands  tbe  memory  of 
their  childhood  and  their  old  homes  in  the  coun- 
try towns  of  New  England.  I  have  been  asked, 
Of  what  benefit  are  parks  to  Wards  1,  2,  and  4? 
Ask  the  thousands  of  laboring  people  in  that  sec- 
tion if  there  is  no  pleasure  in  a  ramble  over  the 
green  fields,  'there  is  no  class  of  people  in  our 
cify  that  would  enjoy  it.  more  than  our  adopted 
citizens  tbat  come  to  our  shores  from  the  green 
isles  and  their  mountain  homes ; — parks  where  the 
school  children  can  inake  exclusions  or,  Wednes- 
day and  Saturday  afternoons  and  holidays,  and 
where  the  many  thousands  who  are  unable  to 
leave  the  city  during  the  long  summer 
vacation  may'  go  there  and  enjoy  its 
health  -  restoring  and  invigorating  effects. 
I  would  have  tbe  laboring  men  and  *omen  of 
Ward  1  cross  the  feiries  free  of  tolls,  that  they 
may  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  these  improvement's 
with  the  most  favored  %'ards;  there  is  no  consis- 
tency in  taking  from  them  twelve  to  fourteen  dol- 
lars a  yeai"  of  their  hard  earnings,  going  and  com- 
ing from  their  daily  labor,  while  we  furnish  other 
wards  with  free  bridges.  The  past  summer,  al- 
most every  day,  trains  of  ten  or  twelve  ca-s, 
crowded  with  school  children  and  picnic  parties, 
could  be  seen  going  out  of  tbe  Old  Colony  Depot 
to  the  grove  belonging  to  that  corpoi  ation  for  a 
day's  pleasure,  at  a  considerable  expense  to  many 
a  mother  t  lat  couid  ill  afford  it,  but  who  was  will- 
ing to  labor  the  harder  during  ihe  hot,  sultiy  days 
and  nights,  that  her  children '  might  have  this 
pleasure  if  they  could  not  themselves  enjoy  it. 
I  have  seen  these  trains  stop  at  South  Boston, 
taking  in  other  hundreds  from  that  locality  co  en- 
joy the  pleasures  of  a  day  in  a  ramble*  in  the 
woods  and  fields,  and  the  same  with  other  rail- 
road companies.  I  presume  some  of  the  stock- 
holdeis  of  these  roads  would  oppose  public  parks, 
and  say  we  cannot  afford  to  have  them;  it  is  hard 
times;  wait  until  we  can  pile  up  a  few  more  dol- 
lars; after  we  are  dead  you  can  have  parks.  But, 
sir,  they  do  not  represent  the  wealthy  merchants 
of  Boston,  who  are  first  and  foremost  in  any  great 
enterprise  for  the  public  good.  They  are  what  may 
be  properly  classed  richpaupers.  The  Board  of  As- 
sessors can  tell  you  something  about  this  class. 
They  would  not  pay  a  d  ollar  of  tax  if  they  could  help 
it.  They  don'tinvestmuch  of  their  money  here,  for 
fear  of  taxation.  If  Brigbain  Young  should  pro- 
pose to  make  a  boulevard  around  Salt  Lake  they 
would  lend  him  the  money.  A  few  days  before 
the  fust  of  May  they  buy  Government  bonds  to 
avoid  taxation,  and  sell  out  a  few  days  after  to 
invest  in  seven  per  cent  gold  bonds  of  railroads  in 
Texas  and  the  Territories.  Some  of  these  gold 
bonds,  where  the  roads  are  constructed  far  some 
distance,  are  now  offered  at  tea  cents  on  the  dol- 
lar. I  know  of  one  savings  bank  in  Maine  that 
has  about  $28,000  invested  in  these  splendid  securi- 
ties, and  am  informed  that  $50,000,000  of  these  non- 
interest  paying  bonds  are  held  in  this  city.  1  am 
inclined  to  think  our  capitalists  will  find  it  advisa- 
ble, hereafter,  to  iuvest  their  money  at  home  and 
aid  in  building  our  own  railioads  (if  our  assessors 
should  be  after  them),  and  thus  build  up  tbe  com- 
mercial business  of  Boston  that  has  been  driven 
away  to  other  cities,  by  their  avarice  and  stupidity. 
They  pay  a  verv  small  tax,  if  auy.  Most  of  the 
taxes  upon  the  real  estate  and  merchandise  in  the 
business  wards  Eire  paid  by  our  busiuets  men  resi- 
dents iu  the  suburban  wards  and  towns,  the  taxes 
upon  stores  and  warehouses  being  either  added  or 
included  in  the  rents. 

The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  the  importing 
business  has  been  for  the  last  two  years  very  un- 
profitable, and  he  is  the  best  authority  on'  this 
subject..  This,  sir,  is  encouraging  for  the  future, 
and  1  trust  our  people  have  learned  that  they  can 
do  without  most  of  the  foreign  goods,  thus  con- 
tinually piling  up  a  foreign  debt  which  we  may 
never  be  able  to  pay,  and  supply  ourselves  from 
our  own  manufactures,  giving  our  skilled  labor- 
ing men  additional  employment  and  increAsing 
the  prosperity  of  our  own  Government;  capital 


will  then  flow  to  our  shores  for  investment,  com- 
peting with  our  own  capital  and  reducing  fie 
rate  of  interest.  We  have  official  notice  that  the 
German  Government  has  prohibited  the  importa- 
tion of  potatoes'frotn  the  U  ited  States  into  Ger- 
many. If  they  can  do  without  our  potatoss,  we 
can  do  without  their  German  toys  and  sour  wines. 

Hard  times  cannot  continue  "much  longer ;  our 
banks  are  overflowing  wrth  money  uninvested, 
because  our  weak-kneed  capitalists  are  air  aid  to 
invest;  they  don't;  know  who  to  trust. 

This  is  not  the  time  for  us  to  talk  economy  and 
stop  public  improvements,  it  is  surcidal,  ?nd  will 
drive  our  laboiing  classes  and  mechanical  inter- 
ests from  the  city,  thus  incre  -sing  instead  ot  re- 
lieving the  excessive  burdens  u-der  which  all 
branches  of  our  industrial  interests  aie  now  suf- 
fering; it  is  a  false  theory  of  economy;  the  time 
for  us  to  economize  is  when  our  business  ioterests 
are  in  a  good  condition  to  bear  it,  while  labor  can 
procure  employment  in  all  directions.  Oar  mer- 
chants will  be  better  able  to  pay  the  interest  on 
loans  for  improvements  that  will  unlock  capital 
and  distribute  it  in  the  hands  of  the  laboring 
classes  for  err,  ulatioo  and  thus  start  up  business, 
rather  than  pay  interest  upon  their  goods 
lying  idle  upon  their  shelves;  a-.d  I  trust 
we  shall  soon  hsar  the  hammer  at  work 
-upon  tbe  extension  of  the  City  Hospital,  the  new 
conduit  and  other  necessary  improvements,  and 
which  will  cost  much  less  than  in  more  favorable 
times,  and  a  greater  savin;  to  the  city  than  the 
interest  upon  the  roars  required. 

The  Lawrences  at  Longwood  have  expended  a 
large  sum  the  past  year  or  t'70,  in  filling  up  their 
marsh  lauds,  in  spite  of  hard  times,  and  the  past 
fall  built  a  block  ot  five  brick  bouses  on  their 
lands,  and  the  past  winter  laid  the  foundations 
for  five  more.  Men  of  this  class  are  the  friends  of 
the  mechanic  and  laboring  man,  and  are  public 
beneiactors.  Th  re  has  not  been  for  several 
years  and  there  will  not  in  the  future  be  so  favor- 
able a  tioi«  as  the  piesent  to  buy  lauds  for  public 
paiks. 

The  position  of  the  City  Council  on  this  ques- 
tion of  having  a  public  park  on  the  Back  Bay  is 
about  the  same  as  that  of  our  former  city  govern- 
ments in  regard  to  the  land  now  used  as  a  Public 
Garden. 

July  30, 1794,  the  town  of  Boston  granted  tbe 
flats  of  the  present  site  of  the  Public  Garden  for 
the  erection  of  six  ropewalks,  the  land  being  con- 
sidered useless.  In  February,  1824,  it  again  came 
into  possession  of  the  city  by  purchase,  costing 
$55,000;  and  in  December  following  it  was  agitated 
by  the  City  Council  to  sell  it  agaiu  for  building 
piii  poses ;  and  a  vote  wras  submitted  to  the  pcof  le. 
One  proposition  was  as  follows: 

"Shall  the  City  Council,  whenever  in  their  opin- 
iou  the  convenience  of  the  iuhabita  ts  require,  be 
authorized  to  lav  out  any  part  of  the  lauds  ana 
flats  Iving  westerly  from  the  Common  for  a  cem- 
etery, and  erect  and  sell  tombs  therein  on  such 
teiuis  and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  proper?" 

The  question  was  negativeo'  by  a  vote  of  1632 
against  176.  Various  efforts  weie  made  in  the 
City  Council  up  to  1856  to  sell  the  Public  Garden. 
and  finally  in  1859  the  citizens  voted  to  acce.  t  an 
act  of  the  Legislature,  entitled  "an  act  in  relation 
to  the  Back  Bay  and  the  Public  Garden  iu  the 
City  of  Boston"  ;*  6387  votes  in  favor  and  only  99  in 
the  negative.  This  effectually  set  the  question  at 
rebt  of  selling  tbe  Public  Garden. 

Mr.  Fitzgeiald  of  Ward  7 — I  want  to  say  a  word 
upon  the  public  park  question.  There  are  some 
amerdmeuts  proposed  to  this  order  which,  if 
passeo,  will  necessitate  my  voting  agam=t  the 
whole  matter.  I  heard,  sir,  with  a  great  deal  of 
interest,  the  speech  of  the  geutlemaii"  who  just  sat 
dow.ti ;  and  I  heard  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  upon  this  question,  the  pith  of 
which,  so  far  as  the  laying  out  of  this  park  is  con- 
cerned ,  is  as  follows : 

"Let  me  here  mention  some  of  the  poiuts  of  in- 
terest iu  our  suburbs  which  would  be  reached  by 
the  proposed  series  of  parks,  connected  by  broad 
driveways,  or  boulev.ii ds,  as  contemplated  by  the 
report  of'  the  commission,  all  of  which  are  attrac- 
tive to  cur  people  and  to  strangers  visitingus.  and 
which  would  be  rendered  a  thousand  times  more 
so  if  proper  aud  judicious  means  are  applied  to 
their  care  ano  cultivation." 

Aud  here  is  the  system  of  parks  he  proposed: 

"Say,  commencing  at  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir, 
thence  diverging  to  the  north  oy  way  of  Oorey*s 
Hill,  perhaps,  hi  Brookline.  passing  near  interest- 
ing pouds  iii  Brighton,  the  arsenal  grounds.  Bea- 
con Park,  Cambridge  college;,  observatory,  mon- 


APRIL       1,       1875. 


3  83 


ument  and  water  works,  Mount  Auburn,  Fresh 
romi,"— 

Fresh  Pond  is  very  suggestive,  after  going  to  all 
those  points. 

— "Spy  Fond,  Mystic  Reseivoir,  Tufts  College, 
Mystic  Park,  Maiden  and  Woodlawn  Cemetery  to 
near  Revere  Beach, Powder  Horn  Hill  and  Breed's 
Island  (reached  by  broad  avenues  from  Eart  Bos- 
ton), with  all  tueir  beautiful  surrounding  and  un- 
equalled views  of  tae  ocean,  exteLdinii' scoies  of 
miles;  aud  on  the  south  from  Chestnut-Hdl  Res- 
ervoir to  the  old  Brookline  Reservoir,  new  reser- 
voir for  Brookline  and  cemetery,  Jamaica  Pond, 
Bussey  Woods  (to  contain  the  Arnold  Arboretum), 
Mount  Hope,  Forest  Hills  and  Calvary  cemeteries, 
toward  the  Neponset  River,  Dorchester  shore  and 
Savin  Hill,  reached  bv  broad  avenues  to  South 
Boston  Point,  from  which  the  time,  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  1  tliink  the  State  will  rind  it  for  her  in- 
tere-tto  cede  to  the  city  ihe  right  io  take  and  hold 
the  territoty  now  covered  by  water  from  South 
Boston  Point  to  Castle  Island  for  a  grand  basin, 
and  many  ottier  points  of  much  interest,  which 
do  not  occur  to  me  at  this  moment,  and  iu  fact 
touching  about  every  point  of  essential  impor- 
tance to  which  tiie  most  freauent  resort  is  madt 
in  our  whole  suburbs." 

The  only  omission  was  a  graud  bridge  over  to 
Taf  ts  to  make  a  boulevard  completely  encircling 
the  city.  Now,  sir,  that  is  a  grand  affair,  and  it  is 
carried  out,  I  believe,  iu  the  mind  of  my  friend 
who  advocated  it.  And  it  came  quite  home  to  me 
when  I  heard  the  gentleman  speak  of  Caesar  and 
about  his  knowing  the  people  so  well.  Now  mere 
is  another  ttiing  the  Romau  Caesar  understood, 
and  we  ought  to  imitate  it.  The  Legisla- 
ture passed  a  law  for  ihe  establishment 
of  magnificent  bath  houses,  and  why 
not,  like  the  ancient  Romans,  connect  them  dui- 
ing  ih=i  hot  summer  with  our  magnificent  parks? 

Mr.  Guild  of  Waid  6— We  have  free  bath  houses 
now. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — But  we  want  them  according  to 
the  old  Roman  idea.  Now,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to 
that  kind  of  a  park  altogether.  I  am  opposed  to 
any  towns  or  cities  outside  of  Boston  coming  in 
connection  with  this  park  question.  It  we  intro- 
duce an  oidei  of  that  Kind  into  the  Legis- 
lature it  will  contemplate  precisely  such 
a  plan  as  was  laid  out  by  the  gentle- 
man  from  Ward  5.  It  would  make  a  series  of  ex- 
cellent parks  I  admit,  but  not  the  kind  for  the 
people  of  Boston  whom  we  propose  to  benefit.  I 
will  go  farther,  and  say  that  with  all  the  draw- 
backs in  the  city  of  Boston  in  regard  to  ar  a,  that 
little  Common,  with  its  115  or  rather  its  49  acres,  is 
more  to  the  people  in  the  .-hape  of  recreation  and 
tresh  air  than  are  the  thousands  of  acres  in  the 
Central  Park  of  New  York.  And  why?  Sim- 
ply because  it  is  come-atible  and  easy  of  ac- 
cess. We  want  a  park  so  near  taat  the  peo- 
ple, tie  laboring  classes,  can  be  benefited 
by  >t.  The  rich  can  take  care  of  them- 
selves in  the  heat  of  summer  as  well  as  in  the  cold 
of  winter.  "We  want  it  preserved  among  the  poor 
people;  we  want  it  so  near  tbem  th.it  in  five  or 
teo  minutes  they  can  walk  forth  from  their 
homes  on  a  summer  evening  after  the  laborer 
heat  of  the  day,  and  get  into  the  park,  be  it  small 
or  large.  And  that  is  why  the  Common  is  of  so 
much  utility  to  the  citizens  of  Boston.  It  is  easily 
reached  from  all  parts  of  the  city.  The  suburbs, 
as  yet,  need  nothing  ot  that  kind.  I  have  heard 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  speak  of  the  people 
of  Boston  aud  South  Boston  wanting  to  get 
recreation  on  a  summer  evening.  Just  fancy  a 
poor  man  upon  the  South  Cove,  after  uis  work  is 
done,  taking  his  children  forth  on  a  summer  even- 
ing, marching  to  Corey's  Hill,  when  the  thermom  - 
etor  is  up  to  90°;  just  imagine  these  people  of 
South  Boston  and  the  North  End  going  forth  on  a 
summer's  evening  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the 
park  which  Boston,  in  its  wisdom  and  philan- 
thropy, has  furnished  for  the  laboring  classes. 
It  is  all  well,  sir,  to  put  it  down  upon  paper;  but 
you  will  find  that  the  public  parks  established 
upon  that  grand  plan  will  not  be  so  much  ben- . 
ent  to  the  people  whom  you  propose  to  ben- 
efit, as  it  will  those  who  can  tide  in  carriages.  If  I 
am  rightly  informed,  the  parks  of  London  are 
scattered  through  at)  immense  city,  and  not  in  the 
suburbs  where  you  have  to  ride  five  or  six  miles 
to  reach  them.    Is  not  that  so? 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6 — Ther^.  are  parks  at  a  dis- 
tance, but  gentlemen  don't  have  to  shoulder  their 
koapsacks  and  walk  to  them.  Thy  can  ride  there. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  am  making  my  speech  now. 

Mr.  Guild— I  was  just  answering  your  question. 


Mr.  Fitzgerald— You  more  than  answered  my 
question.  Now,  sir,  I  say  that  I  shall  vote  for  the 
passage  of  the  order  asking  the  Legislature  to 
allow  the  city  of  Boston  to  take  or  purchase  lands 
within  the  city,  but  not  to  cooperate  with  cities  or 
towns  outside  of  Bo-ton.  I  am  in  favor  of  having 
parks  scattered  in  different  directions  throughout 
the  city.  I  w-=nt  to  Swett  street  with  the  other 
members  of  the  Council,  and  I  can  see  where  a 
park  could  he  laid  out  there.  I  know  that 
people  aie  (Determined  to  have  a  park  on  the 
Back  Bay,  and  I  can  see  where  a  park 
might  be  put  there.  But,  sir,  I  am  t /tally  opposed 
to  the  grand  series  of  parks  within  a  radius  of  six, 
seven  o>  twelve  miles  of  City  Hall.  They  don't 
need  parks  there,  and  I  say  so  in  behalf  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  as  the  gentleman  said  m  South 
Boston.  I  say  that,  so  far  as  South  Boston  is  con- 
cerned, we  don't  want  a  park  out  there.  The  poor 
people  want  come  atible  parks.  Now,  about  the 
vote  ;  1  shall  go  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  AVard6— no  mo^ey  appropriated  or  land 
taken  without  a  two-tnirds  vote  of  tlit  City  Coun- 
cil. That  is  right;  I  shall  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment proposing  that  it  be  put  before  the  people  at 
the  State  election.  It  is  a  bad  day,  especially  it 
there  is  an  exciting  election.  If  the  people  are 
excited  they  will  ignore  voting  about  a  park,— as 
you  saw  at  the  last  election  ou  the  question  of  an- 
nexing Chelsea;  very  few  people  voted  at  all.  I 
should  very  much  prefer  an  independent  election 
for  this  pur  pose.  With  those  exceptions,  I  stiall 
give  niv  vote  for  the  order  as  it  originally  came 
down  ;  but  if  the  amendments  are  adopted  I  shall 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  think  the  gentleman 
misapprehPiids  the  purport  of  the  amendment 
that  1  offered.  I  riou't  propose  that  the  city  of 
Boston  shall  pay  for  any  park  outside  of  its  own 
limits.  I  simply  desired  that  adjoining  cities  and 
towns  misrbt  Ije  authorized  to  lay  out  parks  with- 
in their  own  limits,  so  that  they  might  be  able  to 
unite  in  any  scheme  which  the  city  of  Boston 
may  decide  to  carry  out.  I  don't  see 
that  the  city  of  Boston  need  feel  anxious  if  the 
neighboring  towns  should  see  fit  to  carry  out  the 
large  scheme  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
proposes.  That  is  certainly  a  pretty  large  scheme, 
anil  I  don't  suppose  any  of  ua  will  l:ve  to 
see  it  fully  carried  out.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  says,  Let  the  parks  be  close  to  the 
poor  people.  But  we  cannot  now  lay  out  a  park 
anions:  the  houses  of  the  poor  at  the  North  E  <1, 
nor  in  the  South  Cove.  A  water  park  iu  the 
Charles  River  would,  however,  be  very  near  to 
the  homes  of  large  numbers  of  the  poor— it  will 
hardly  be  possible  to  find  a  nearer  spot  than 
that.  But  we  cannot  make  a  water  park  of  the 
Charles  River  unless  Cambridge,  which  has  the 
western  shore  of  that  river,  will  cooperate  with  us. 
Then,  atiain,  it  may  be  desirable  to  have  the  town 
of  Brookline,  whose  territory  enters  like  a  wedge 
far  into  the  territory  of  this  city,  join  with  Boston 
in  carrying  out  a  scheme  of  lural  parks  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  beautiful  territory  which  lies  southwest 
of  us.  But  it  tins  order  is  to  be  so  limited  that 
when  the  commissioners  come  to  consider  where 
they  shall  locate  our  parks,  they  will  see  that 
there  is  no  possibility  of  having  other  towns 
join  in  carrying  out  any  plan,  and  that 
they  must  locate  their  parks  entirely  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  city,  I  am  afraid 
the  argument  that  the  Back  Bay,  ou  the  south 
side  of  Beacon  street,  offers  the  only  possible 
place  would  be  too  strong,  and  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  the  whole  oroer  if  it  is  re- 
stricted in  that  way.  That  spat  on  the  south  side 
of  Beacon  street,  whicn  has  been  proposed  for  a 
park,  is  a  low  piece  of  what  is  neither  land  nor 
water.  If  we  want  a  water  park  let  us  not  disre- 
gard that  immense  hay  lying  on  the  north  sine  of 
the  Muldam,with  its  large  aiea  of  water  which  we 
can  have  without  expense,  if  we  will  only  take 
and  improve  the  shores,  let  us  not  neglect  this 
and  go  to  excavating  a  miserable  hole  to  let  water 
into  on  the  south  side  of  the  Milldam, 

Let  us  not  make  a  small  and  ridiculous  water 
park,  artificially  and  at  great  expense,  when  we 
have  a  splendia  one  ready  made  for  us  by  nature. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  want  a  land  park,  shall 
we  not  take  the  beautiful  pieces  ot  country — the 
rocks  and  hills  and  trees  lying  close  to  our  city — 
and  improve  them  at  a  very  small  expense?  Or 
shall  we  neglect  the  parks  which  are  ready 
made  for  us  bv  nature,  and  go  to  carting 
gravel  and  making  artificial  hills  and  valleys, 
bringing  in  rocks  and  boulders  from  the 
country,      and     planting     trees      at     an     im- 
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mense  expense,  in  trying  to  make  a  Dare  piece 
of  swamp  look  like  the  natuial  sceneiy  of  the 
country  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  that  would  be  the 
height  of  folly.  And  in  order  that  the  city  may 
nothe  driven  or  deluded  into  the  commission  of 
any  such  folly,  I  hope  thao  my  amendment  will  be 
adopted, — not,  as  has  been  intimated,  in  order  to 
enable  Boston  to  spend  money  in  neighboring 
towns,  but  in  order  to  enable  neighboring  towns 
to  lay  out  parks  withm  their  own  limits  and  at 
their  own  expense  in  connectioo  with  those  laid 
out  by  Boston.  Thegentlemanfrom  Wardll urged 
a  matter  bas  an  argument  against  parks,  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  really  an  argument  in  their  fa- 
vor; Boston  don't  need  a  park,  he  said,  because  it 
has  so  many  lovely  sites  around  it.  It  is  true  that 
there  are  many  lovely  spots  about  this  city,  more 
than  are  to  be  found  near  any  other  city  in  the 
country.  But  ought  we  not  for  that  very  reason 
to  be  the  more  anxious  to  secure  some  of  them  for 
the  public,  aud  rot  let  them  all  be  appropriated 
by  private  individuals,  and  perhaps  built  upon, 
and  their  natural  beauty  destroyed?  Other  cities 
have  had  to  crrate  artificially  the  rural  beauties 
of  their  paiks ;  Central  Park  in  New  York  was  a 
rocky  and  barien  piece  of  land.  But  we  have 
thesebeautiful  sites,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
W  ard  11  spoaks,  ready  made  to  our  hands,  and  need 
not  incur  the  expeuseot  adorning  them.  All  we  have 
to  do  is  to  take  them  and  open  them  to  the  public. 
Today  no  one  can  enjoy  them  except  the  private 
individuals  who  own  them.  Poor  men  walking 
along  the_  dusty  roads  cannot  see  anything  of 
them.  They  are  shut  out  from  the  beamies  by 
thick  hedges  and  high  fences.  I  claim  that  we 
want  the  poor  men  as  well  as  the  rich  to  enjoy  toe 
beauties  of  nature — the  trees  and  rocks  and  hills ; 
and  Boston  has  an  opportunity,  w  hich  no  other 
city  in  the  Union  has,  to  get  those  things  for  the 
people  at  a  small  expense,  and  to  secure 
them  today  in  situations  where  they  will 
be  close  at  hand  to  the  gre.it  mass  of 
the  poor  people  of  the  future.  The  poor  of  twenty 
years  from  now  are  not  going  to  live  at  the 
North  End  or  on  the  South  Cove.  They  are 
going  to  live  in  the  suburbs,  close  to  the  pieces 
of  land  which  we  can  secure  tor  parks  today. 
Nor  do  I  believe  that  when  our  parks  are  laid 
out,  and  when  our  people,  the  rich  and  the  poor 
together,  are  enjoying  them,  any  man  will  be- 
grudge the  expense.  How  is  it  with  our  Public 
Garden?  Who  begrudges  the  money  laid  out 
there  in  flowers  and  in  making  that  a  garden  for 
the  people  ?  or  the  money  spent  for  tnese  little 
flowers,  which  every  poor  man  may  see  and  enjoy, 

? lanced  in  the  summer  in  front  of  City  Hall?  A 
ew  yeats  ago  such  things  could  not  be  seen  except 
on  private  grounds.  Rich  gentlemen  may  have 
beautiful  grounds  fitted  up  for  their  private  en- 
joyment and  for  that  of  a  few  special  friends. 
But  is  not  money  better  spent  in  laying  these 
things  open  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  who 
will,  I  believe,  be  improved,  both  morally  and  in- 
tellectually, if  they  are  enabled  to  go  and  see  and 
enjoy  these  things?  And  I  believe  also  that  there 
is  no  wealthy  man— at  least  none  with  a  generous 
soul— but  would  rather  pav  his  money  to  provide 
these  things  for  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  and 
would  himself  get  more  enjoyment  from  walking 
in  a  public  garden  or  public  park,  in  the  midst  of 
a  happy  crowd  of  his  poorer  fellow  citizens,  than 
if  he  spent  his  money  for  the  adornment  of  his 
private  grounds,  that  he  might  sit  and  gaze  on 
their  beauties  solitary  and  alone. 

For  these  reasons  I  feel  that  steps  should  be 
taken,  as  soon  as  possible,  for  securing  lands  for 
public  parks. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  did  not  intend  to  say 
a  word  upon  this  question,  but  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  takes  such  differentviews  from  mine 
of  the  effect  of  these  amendments,  that  [  should 
like  to  speak  upon  them.  I  construed  them  very 
differently.  As  I  understand  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Crocker]  it  re- 
fers to  other  towns  cooperating  in  this  mutter- 
that  adjoining  towns  who  choose  to  cooperate  can 
take  land  and  spend  money  for  a  system  that  will 
coincide  with  this  system ;  but  it  will  not  involve  the 
city  of  Boston  for  any  part  of  it.  I  understand 
that  the  city  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and 
the  town  will  pav  for  its  own  park.  Therefore, 
when  Cambridge  and  Maiden  will  pay  for  the 
parks  within  their  limits,  [Boston  will  pay  for 
that  within  its  own  borders.  But  it  by  no  means 
indicates  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  going  to  spend 
money  in  Chelse.a,  Revere  and  Winthrop.  Thai  is 
an  impression  that  I  do  uot  get  at  all  from  the 
amendment.  Then  in  regard  to  my  own  amend 
nients :      They  present   two   poiuts.    One  part  is 


that  the  parks  in  the  city  of  Boston  would  be  put 
in  charge  of  three  commissioners  who  would  be  se- 
lected by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  City 
Council;  and  in  case  of  their  doing  anything  par- 
ticularly wrong,  they  can  be  removed  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  City  Council.  That  seems  to  me 
to  he  a  wise  and  judicious  amendment,  and  one  in 
consonance  with  the  whole  spirit  of  the  remarks 
of  my  friend  from  Ward  1,  and  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil will  approve  of  it.  Then,  the  other  amendment 
was  that  the  money  1o  De  spent  should  require  a 
two-tnirds  vote  of  the  City  Council.  Now,  we 
know  that  the  men  who  have  thi*  thing 
in  charge  are  very  likely  to  get  en- 
thusiastic about  it;  they  would  want  to  im- 
prove it,  and  would  naturally  be  tempted  to  spend 
a  good  deal  of  money,  just  as  every  one  of  us  does 
on  his  country  place.  Every  one  who  runs  a 
country  place  natuisllv  spends  a  good  deal  of 
money  upon  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  not 
require  a  great  deal  of  money  to  make  a  thin^  of 
this  kind  valuable.  I  did  not  introduce  this 
amendment  with  any  desire  to  hamper  the  order 
or  to  kill  it.  I  believe  that  tnere  is  a  feeling 
on  the  part  of  those  confined  to  the  city 
all  the  year  round  that  we  should  gratify 
if  we  could.  You  remember  those  young 
Joyce  children,  who  took  the  cars  to 
Bussey  woods  to  pick  flowers,  and  were 
murdeied  there  under  circumstances  of  great 
atrocity.  Those  children  were  obeying  an  instinct 
which  I  think  every  young  child  feels  when 
forced  to  live  in  the  city  year  in  and  year  ont.  If 
the  city  of  Boston  could  gratify  that  feeling,  it 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  wise  and  judicious  to  do  so, 
if  it  can  be  done  prudently,  and  without  letting 
it  run  away  with  us.  There  are  different  kinds 
parks ;  but  we  are  too  apt  to  take  our  ideas  from 
Central  Park,  which,  1  believe,  is  the  most  big  Ty 
ornamented  park  in  the  country.  The  psrks  of 
Berlin  and  Munich  are  just  pretty  pieces  of  coun- 
try, no  asphalt  roads,  no  fancy  bridges,  no  statu- 
ary, no  closely  shaven  lawns  upon  which  people 
are  forbidden  to  walk;  but  with  trees  and  country 
roads  and  bridges.  If  we  could  be  sure  of  having 
that  kind  of  a  park,  I  believe  a  large  majority  of 
the  people  would  go  foi  it;  and  it  doesseem  tome 
that  the  amendment  which  I  have  offered  will  do 
a  great  deal  to  enable  the  city  to  have  that  kind 
of  a  park. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— When  I  offered  mv 
amendment  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  I 
eccupieo  none  of  its  time;  but  I  would  now  like 
to  take  a  very  few  minutes  in  explaining  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  offered  an  amendment 
that  no  money  should  be  expenoed,  either  iu  the 
purchase  or  improvement  of  the  land,  without  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City  Council.  I  thought 
I  saw  the  object  of  the  gentleman,  that  nothing 
should  be  done  without  a.  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Council.  A  recent  experience  has  taugbt  me  that  a 
majority  of  the  members  present  may  so  place 
the  city  as  to  compel  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
Council  to  vote  an  appropriation  of  money,  and  it 
was  for  that  ieason  that  "I  offered  an  amendment 
that  no  land  should  be  purchased  or  otherwise 
taken  for  public  parks  without  a  vote  ot  two-thirds 
o£  the  City  Council.  If  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  at  any  time  may  *-6ce,  or  authorize  other 
persons  to  take  laud,  then  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  is  wholly  defeated.  Now,  I 
am  willing  to  leave  this  question  of  parks  to  the 
'people.  If  the  people  of  Boston  at  a  regular  or 
special  election  shall  say  they  want  a  park 
or  a  series  of  parks  I,  for  one,  think  they 
ought  to  have  them.  But,  if  the  people  have  de- 
cided that  they  want  a  park  or  a  series  of  parks, 
then  it  behooves  every  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  see  that  they  aie  not  imoosed  upon— to  see 
that  they  do  not  fall  into  the  bands  of  speculators, 
and  that  no  particular  piece  or  pieces  of  land  are 
put  off  upon  the  city  for  a  park  or  parks  without 
a  proper  vote.  Now" the  vote  of  a  simple  majori- 
ty of  the  Council,  whether  it  happens  to  be  a  small 
or  large  house,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
sufficieut  protection  tor  the  people.  I  think 
•  no  land  should  be  taken  without  a  full 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  Council.  1  do 
not  mean  by  that  that  no  single  piece  of  land 
should  be  taken;  but  that  uo  steps  shsll  be  takeu 
for  the  put  chase  of  any  such  land  without  sucli  a 
vot».  If  tbe  Council  shall  adopt  the  amendment 
which  I  have  offered,  I  shall  feel  at  liberty  to  vote 
for  the  order  as  it  will  then  stand.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  amendments  of  my  colleague  from  Ward  (> 
and  the  gentleman  fioniWardsi.  If.  however, 
those  amendments  are  rejected,  and  we  are  simply 
going  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  layout 
parks,  I  shall  feel  constrained  to  vote  against  it, 
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because  I  do  not  think  sufficient   protection   is 
thrown  around  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  want  to  reply  to  a  point 
which  tho  gentleman  has  just  made.  His  amend- 
ment, if  cairied,  will  defeat  the  whole  project. 
Let  it  be  so  understood,  and  I  will  say  why.  I  like 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
[Mr.  Peabotly],  and  1  do  not  nislike  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  fro  ai  Waul  6  [Mr.  Crocker], 
though  I  think  them  woolly  unnecessary  ;  but  the 
superficial  view  of  the  subject  taken  by  tho 
gentleman  from  the  elysian  fields  of  the  Seventh 
Ward  is  i-lwwn  by  his  statemeut  that  there  aio 
115  acres  in  Boston  C  minion  when  there 
are  not  fifty.  All  the  acres  ot  parks  in 
Boston  are  115,  and  Boston  Common  has  forty- 
two.  Now  the  amendments  of  the  gentleman  re- 
mind me  ot  the  old  lady  in  the  country  who  set  a 
hen  on  a  dozen  eggs  for  March  chickens,  and 
when  they  were  hatched  she  said  "there  was 
nasy  one  alike."  No  two  of  these  amendments 
are  alike.  The  gentleman  fiom  Ward  9  offered  an 
amendment  which  1  said,  two  weeks  ago,  that  I 
liked.  Then  came  in  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
[Mr.  Kimball]  to  propose  to  amend  that. 
Now,  what  is  his  pioposition?  It  is  that  no 
lands  shall  be  purchased  or  otheiwise  ta- 
ken for  such  parks  unless  bv  vote  of  two-thiras  of 
the  whole  City  Council.  Well  now,  sir,  we  will 
suppose  this  act  is  accepted  by  the  people ;  the 
commissioners  are  appointed,  as  they  would  have 
to  be,  of  necessity  ;  they  go  to  work  in  a  territory 
not  six  miles  out,  as  tlie  gentleman  from  Ward 6 
[Mr.  Crocker]  says,  nor  four  miles  out,  and  not 
beyond  five  or  ten  minutes'  walk  or  ride  ot  every 
poor  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  city  of  Boston  ; 
it  is  proposed  to  run  a  circle  round  the  city  by 
a  grand  boulevard— which  is  the  proper  na  lie,  anil 
which  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Fitzgerald]  does  n't 
like;  it  is  proposed  to  tike  those  ruial  spots, 
perhaps  a  hundred  of  them,  wuhin  the  circle, 
which  ho  ridicules— but  ridicule  dont  kill  or  carry 
—and  suppose  those  hundred  lots  are  selected, 
one  at  a  time,  by  the  commissioners.  You  li  vr 
got  to  come  here  to  this  Council  and  ask  for  a  two- 
thirds  vote  to  take  each  of  those  quarter  or  five- 
acre  lot'.  And  you  have  got  to  co  it  by  a  two- 
tbiras  vote,  not  by  a  majority  vote,  as  you  take 
land  to  lay  out  streets  by  the  Street  Com- 
missioners. I  koow  what  my  fiiend  is 
driving  at;  I  appreciate  his  motives;  but 
carry  out  tbo-e  motives  and  you  kill  the 
goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg.  You  will 
have  no  parks— nothing  but  the  115  acres  which 
the  g.-ntleman  from  Ward  7  speaks  of.  And  then 
he  speaks  of  building  a  bridge  down  to  Tift's.  I 
never  was  at  Taft's  in  my  lite.  Now  the  gentle- 
'man  wants  a  two-thirds  vote  upon  everything. 
Let  us  tix  the  basis  ot  this  matter  upon  the  same 
principle  that  we  act  on  for  taking  laud  for  ''pub- 
lic conveniei  ce."  That  is  what  the  honorable 
StreetCommissionerssay.  "Public convenience  !" 
They  don't  say  "public  health."  But  that  is  what 
we  lie  fighting  for.  I  certainly  should  not  disa- 
gree with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9;  nor  with 
the  ge.tleinau  from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Crocker]  in  regard 
to  taking  suburban  lands  if  authorized  by  the 
Legislature,  'the  gentleman  from  \\'ar;l  9  has 
well  explained  that  proposition.    I  said  the   peo- 

fde  all  along  the  line  would  be  glad  to  contribute 
argelv  co  the  expeuse.  Does  anybody  believe 
that  I  meant  or  was  green  enough  to  sav  the  city 
of  Boston  should  build  a  paik  for  Cambridge?  I 
am  pretty  green,  but  not  erough  for  that.  If  my 
friend  [Mr.  Kimball]  will  strike  out  the  objection- 
able clause  the  amendment  will  be  very  well. 
But  if  his  object  is  to  kill  the  whole  order— I 
do.i't  thiok  it  is— it  will  certainly  have  that  ef- 
fect, if  passed.  What  is  the  situation  of  this 
question?  His  Hone-  the  Mayor,  fron  the  re- 
sponsible  position  which  he  holds  as  the  executive 
head  of  the  City  Government,  has  recommended 
this  measure.  That  is  my  first  point.  My  se<  oud 
point  is  the  criticism  of  certain  members  of  the 
Board  of  Alderuen.  My  t bird  point  is  fie  criti- 
cism of  the  Legislature  when  we  go  there.  My 
fourth  point  is  the  criticism  of  that  great  trib- 
unal, the  people,  when  they  vote  upon  it.  The 
fifth  is  chat  we  cannot  pay  foi  one  inch  of  land 
taken  except  by  vote  of  the  City  Coumil. 
Here  arefive  tribunals  through  which  tnis  measure 
must  pass  before  one  acre  oi  inch  of  land  c?n  be 
put  into  a  public  park.  Now,  I  want  to  say  one  or 
two  words  while  I  am  up  with  regard  to  the  propo- 
sition made  by  my  frieud  from  Ward  11  [Mr. 
Howes].  He  intimates  that  nobidy  asks  for  it. 
Why,  Mr.  President,  if  he  reads  the  newspapers, 
•will  he  not  find  upon  th'i  records  which  the  report- 


ers bring  from  the  State  House,  and  authoritative- 
ly signed,  oetition  of  one  hundred  physicians  in 
Boston— all  in  Boston— in  favor  of  this  measure, 
ana  many  appear  there  \u  advocacy  of  this  meas- 
ure. I  heir  the  same  ridiculous  propositions  here ! 
And  my  excellent  friend  from  Ward  7  save  the 
poor  cannot  get  there;  and  begets  up  a  laugh, 
and  asks,  How  will  the  poor  of  the  North  End  and 
South  Cove  get  there?  Will  my  friend  tell  me 
how  mauy  railroad  tiains  run  within  six  miles  of 
Boston  ? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  give  it  up;  1  don't  know,    sir. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  diu  n't  suppose  he  knew.  If  he 
would  read  my  speech,  sir,  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  make  to  the  Council,  he  would  have  Known  it. 
The.i  he  conld  gft  up  here  and  criticise  it.  And 
be  talks  about  Corey's  Hill,  where  the  poor  cannot 
go  in  the  evenings  with  their  wives  and  children. 
Let  him  tell  me  how  many  stations  there  are  with- 
in a  stone's  thro  v  of  Corey's  Hill,  Lethimtellme 
how  many  stations  there  arejwirhir  this  four-mile 
circle  which  he  ridi  ules  so  much.  The  eight 
railroads  iiavs  seventy-four  stations,  more  than 
three-quarters  of  which  are  within  the  four-mile 
line,  and  hundreds  of  trains  are  running  each  way 
daily.  Now,  while  upon  that  point  I  want  to  say 
another  woid  which  «ill  enlighten  him.  When  I 
had  the  honor  to  address  the  Couucil  at  the  la-t 
meeting,  I  v/as  obliged  by  reason  of  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  to  omit  much  of  what  I  thought  was 
important  to  a  full  knowledge  of  the  subject  of 
rural  parks,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  means 
by  which  they  are  to  be  reached  and  made  availa- 
ble to  the  masse s  of  the.  people.  Upon  this  point 
I  will  suggest  that  all  along  the  line  of  the  semi- 
circle will  be  found  large  tracts  of  unini- 
oroved  land  which  might  be  secured  at 
low  prices-,  and  which  at  small  expense  could  '.:e 
converted  into  attractive  rural  retreats, and  about 
which  would  soon  cluster  residences  buit  at  a 
cost  that  would  command  tenants  and  purchasers, 
at  they  would  be  accessible  at  all  hours  of  the 
day,  and  at  so  slight  an  expense  as  to  be  within 
the  reach  of  everybody.  Cheap  transportation  is 
getting  to  be  the  great  demand  of  tlie  day  ;  and 
the  Legislature  of  1872  having  wisely  enacted  a 
law  compelling  ra  lroad  companies  whose  roads 
exteud  Horn  Boston  to  run  "cheap  tcains,"  upon 
certain  conditions,  the  Eastern  Railroad  Comuany 
has  tried  the  experiment,  and  tor  about  two  years 
past  has  tun  mornuig  and  evening  trains  to  and 
from  I  ynn  and  intermediate  stations  at  a  fare  of 
five  cents  each  passage  with  most  satisfactory 
results,  as  will  fce'seen  by  reference  to  the  report 
of  ther&ilroad  commissioners  made  to  the  present 
Legislature : 

"The  average  net  earnings  of  passengei  trains 
on  i  he  same  road  duung  the  year  ^ere  48.4  cents 
per  train  mile,  showing  that  the  cheap  five-cent 
train  was  14  per  cent,  more  profitable  than  the 
average  passenger  train." 

"If  the  rate  of  progress  which  has  hitherto 
been  maintained  is  continued,  the  indications  are 
that  in  another  year  the  Eastern  Railroad  work  - 
ingmeu's  trains  will  be  found  to  be  among  the 
most  remunerative  per  mile  run  which  leave  the 
city  of  Boston." 

"Id  commenting  on  the  course  of  this  experi- 
ment m  their  last  annual  report  (page  26),  the 
commissioners  called  attention  to  the  important 
fact  that  th?  statistics  of  the  several  stations 
served  by  the  cheap  trains  veiy  clearly  -bowed 
that  those  trains  had  not  diminished  the  receipts 
by  the  regular  trains,  nor  drawn  passengers  from 
them,  but  that  they  had  appa.ently  called  a  new 
class  of  travel  into  existence  which,  if  it  had  any 
effect  at  aU  on  other  and  regular  travel,  seemed 
rather  to  stimulate  ano  develop  it." 

"So  also  as  respeefci  recreation,  these  trains 
would  afford  an  opportunity  to  get  into  the 
country  to  a  large  class,  which  now  rarely  enjoys 
it;  indeed,  they  might,  during  the  hot  months, 
serve  as  daily  excursion  trains,  running  at  regu- 
lar hours  and  reduced  rates." 

Now  it  is  evident  co  me  that  every  one  of  the  eight 
railioad  companies  whose  lines  extend  from  Bos- 
ton will  very  soon  be  required  by  the  legal  de- 
mands of  the  !  eople  on  the  several  lines  (or  upon 
what  I  should  consider  a  wi.-er  policy  as  a  source 
of  profit)  to  run  cheap >hourly  trains  to  all  Doints 
within  eight  or  ten  miles.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
by  this  means  the  pof  ulation  of  the  suburDan  dis- 
tricts would  very  soon  be  largely  increased  by  im- 
migration from  distant  parts  of  the  State  and 
country  of  many  who  are  now  prohibited  from 
coming  here  by  reason  of  the  high  cost  of  rents: 
and  thousa-jds  who  now  are  boxed  up  in  the  city 
with  scarcely  b'eathing  room,  would  welcome  the 
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opportunity  to  set  outside.  It  may  not  be  unin- 
teresting to  thos  ;  who  are  not  familiar  with  the 
fects  to  Learn  the  number  of  stations  and  the 
number  of  trains  run  to  those  stations  upon  the 
lines  of  the  several  steam  railroads  whicb  run  like 
the  spokes  of  a  wbsel  from  tba  hub  to  the  rim; 
ttios3  stations  all  being  within  the  six-mile  circle 
from  the  respective  Boston  stations.  There  are 
about  seveaty-tjve  stations,  ami  to  aud  from  those 
stations  are  run  several  hundred  trains  daily. 
I  have  taken  the  outei  or  six-mile  circular  line, 
that  being  the  extreme  distance  suggested  in  our 
report,  though  the  inner  line,  say  three  to  four 
miles,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  toe  way  would 
no  doubt  be  desirable.  And  it  will  be  observed  in 
following  out  the  1'ne  ot  a  circular  driveway,  that 
upon  each  and  all  of  these  railroads,  stations 
a^e  already  established  very  near  the  chief 
points  of  interest  named  by  ae  heretofore, 
and  the  natural  increase  of  travel  will  insure 
additiooal  stations  as  the  localities  may  re- 
quire. I  have  rm>de  no  reference  to  the  sev- 
eral street  railroads  whose  cais  are  running 
at  all  hours  of  day  and  night,  and  whose  lints 
are  being  constantly  extended  through  the  various 
streets  of  our  whole  suburbs.  Enough,  however, 
has  been  shown  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  mind 
that  on  the  ground  of  cheap,  easy  and  fre  quent 
transportation  to  and  from  all  points  of  interest 
included  therein,  and  to  which  the  people  are 
naturally  orawn  in  seeking  recreation,  no  citv  can 
offer  such  inducements  to  lay  our,  improve 
and  beautify  its  surrounding's,  and  m  the 
language  of  Franklin,  in  his  will  providing 
for  a  legacy  to  Boston,  "make  living  m 
the  town  more  convenient  to  its  people,  and 
render  it  more  agreeable  to  strangers  resort- 
ing thitber  for  healrh  or  temporary  residence." 
So  much  in  answer  to  the  suggestion  of  my  friend 
from  Ward  7.  These  roads  i  un  from  Boston  as 
the  spokes  of  a  wheel  from  a  hah.  and  perhaps 
the  rim  will  be  either  four,  five  or  six  miles  off,  as 
circumstances  may  warrant.  I  hope  these  parties 
who  offer  amendments  to  this  measure  will  agree 
among  themselves.  Some  of  them  are  reasonable, 
but  I  hope  that  of  the  gentleman  fioui  Warct  6 
[Mr.  Kimball]  will  be  voted  down,  or  we  might  as 
well  give  it  up  at  once. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  attempted  to  convey  the  impression 
that  it  will  require  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  whole 
Council  to  take  any  piece  or  parcel  of  laud  for  a 
public  Dark.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5,Jif  my  amendment  is  rejected,  if  a 
Council  of  forty-eight  members  twenty  vote  for 
taking  a  piece  of  land  and  eighteen  aeainst — aDd 
when  it  is  taken  under  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main—whether  the  City  Council  would  not  be 
obliged  to  pass  an  appropiiation  to  pay  tor  it  by 
a  two-thirds  of  the  whole  members,  or  whether  the 
city  would  not  be  compelled  by  an  execution  to  pay 
for  the  piece  of  land  taken?  In  other  words, 
whether  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  twenty 
members  of  this  branch  to  vote  and  take  a  piece 
of  land  and  compel  two-thirds  of  the  whole  tortv- 
eight  to  pay  l  or  it  ? 

Mr.Shaw— I  would  say  that  all  thinas  are  possible. 
If  I  were  as  familiar  with  executions  and  were  as 
astute  a  lawyer  as  my  friend  is,  I  would  give  an 
opinion.  But  we  don't  want  to  legislate  in  such  a 
way  that  the  people  will  have  to  get  executions 
against  us.  I  want  the  matter  so  clear  that  every 
man  and  woman  in  Boston  shall  under- 
stand his  or  her  rights,  and  not  be  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  any  force  to  gee  them.  I 
wantto  say  another  word;  the  whole  daily  press  of 
Boston— the  Herald,  Advertiser, Post.Globe.Trans- 
enpt,  Traveller  —  with  a  single  exception — 
and  that  not  a  leader,  and  in  tlr's  matter 
not  even  a  follower,  of  public  opinion, — have 
all  within  a  few  days  advocated  this  measure ;  and 
I  now  throw  to  you  [throwing  out  a  roll  of  paper] 
twenty-five  feet  in  length  of  editorials  on  the 
subject  withiu  two  days.  This  is  n't  put  up  by  the 
square,  or  by  the  "stick,"  but  by  the  lineal  foot, 
livery  word  there  is  very  strongly  m  favor  of  a 
public  Dark. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  move  to  strike  out  "at  the 
next  State  election"  anu  insert  "at  a  special  elec- 
tion called  for  that  purpose."  While  I  am  up  I  will 
say  that  I  did  n't  read  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5;  having  beard  it  I  did  n  t  care 
to  read  it.  I  am  glad  that  any  ceference  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  should  bring  him  to  his 
feet  tonight,  as  I  bevrd  he  had  an  attack  of  pneu- 
monia, and  I  feared  a  return  of  the  disease  might 
be  induced. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  hope  the  amendments 


of  both  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  6  will  prevail, 
for  the  reason  that  many  who  would  vote  for  this 
project  would  be  constrained  to  vote  against  it  if 
they  are  not  adopted. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — In  regard  to  the  amend- 
ed cut  ot  my  colleague  from  Ward  6,  ic  does  seem  to 
me  that  it  is  objectionable  in  its  present  Phape. 
As  it  stands  now  it  would  render  necessary  for 
both  branches  of  the  Ci;y  Council  to  approve  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  the  taking  of  eveiy  piece  of  land. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  it  could  be  altered  so  as  to 
read  "no  land  shall  bt  purchased  or  other- 
wise taken  for  a  public  park,  unless  an  appropria- 
tion sufficient  to  cover  the  expense  thereof  shall 
first  be  made  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  City 
Council,"  that  would  meet  the  difficulty  which  I 
understand  he  waDts  to  nrevenc.  He  wants  to  pre- 
vent a  majority  from  taking  the  land  and  i  ompel- 
ling  tt  e  two-thirds  to  take  it  afterwards.  If  it  is 
amended  in  that  way  I  should  be  happy  to  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  icformed  that  the 
Legislature  has  passed  an  order  requiiine  joint 
committees  to  finish  their  business  ou  Tuesday; 
otheiftise  1  shook!  not  care  if  there  was  a  week's 
delay  in  this  matter.  If  the  order  is  worthy  of 
any  consideration,  it  should  be  passed  tonight. 

Mr.  Peabodv  of  Ward  9 — I  did  n't  comprehend 
the  answer  of  the  gentle m an  from  Ward  5  to  the 
question  by  the  eentleman  from  Ward  6.  His 
question  was,  in  a  Council  of  thirty-eight  mem- 
bers, if  twenty  should  vote  to  take  land,  whether 
the  city  would  be  so  committed  that  it  would  be 
an  absolute  necessity  for  the  two-thirds  to  vote 
the  money.  I  could  n't  comprehend  the  answer 
of  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  5,  I  don't  un- 
derstand it  now:  and  before  I  am  called 
upon  to  give  a  final  vote,  I  hope  some  gentleman 
will  e- lighten  me  upon  that  question.  If,  under 
my  amendment,  it  is  nossible  for  a  majority  of 
the  Council  to  put  the  city  in  such  a  position  that 
two- thirds  of  the  Council' are  absolutely  pledged 
to  vote  the  money  for  the  loan,  then  the  amend- 
ment does  not  accomplish  what  I  supposed  it  did. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — I  think  this  whole  mat- 
ter of  amendments  i-  lather  informal.  It  stems 
to  me  that  we  are  legislating  Lor  the  Legislature. 
"We  have  a  very  respectable  body  of  represtuta- 
tives  from  Boston  at  the  State  House,  and  I  pre- 
sume they  will  expect  to  have  something  to  do 
with  the  bill.  In  my  opinion  many  of  these 
amendments  are  unnecessary. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7. 

The  Amendments  were  acted  on  first  and  are  ap- 
pended with  the  action  thereon. 

Offered  by  Mr.  JPeabody  of  Ward  9— Strike  out. 
the  words  between  "provided,  however"  and  "said 
act  not  to  rake  effect, "and  substitute  the  following: 

"  That  all  parks  and  the  pu  -chase  of  land  for  the 
same  in  the  city  of  Bostou  shall  be  placed  in 
charge  of  three  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  aud  confirmed  by  the  City  Council. 
Xone  of  the  said  commissioners  to  be  at  the  same 
time  members  of  the  City  Government,  and  all  to 
be  removable  at  any  time  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  City  Council."  And  provided  further,  that 
no  money  shall  be  expended  either  in  the  pur- 
chase or  improvement  of  said  parks  unless  au- 
thorized by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City 
Council." 

Adopted. 

Offered  by  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Strike  out  all 
between  "public parks"  and  "provided, however," 
aud  inset  t 

"And  authorizing  any  adjoining  city  or  town 
that  may  desire  to  do  so  to  cooperate  with  this 
city  by  *  purchasing  or  otherwise  taking  lauds 
within"  rhe  limits  of  such  city  or  town  for  similar 
purposes,  and  also  authorizing  the  assessment  of 
betterments  upou  any  neighboring  lands  benefit- 
ed by  the  establishment  of  sueh  park-.'' 

Adopted. 

Offered  by  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  C— Strike  cut 
"no  money  shall  be  expended  either  in  the  pur- 
chase or  improvement  of  said  parks  unless  author- 
ized by  a  vote  of  t\vo-tbirds  of  the  City  Council." 

Insert  after  "provided  further  that,''  lbe  words 
"no  land  Shall  be  purchased  or  otherwise  taken 
for  said  paiks,  and  no  Money  expendec  either  in 
then  purchase  or  improvement  unless  authoi'zed 
by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City  Council." 

Rejected. 

Offered  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— Strike  out 
at  the  next'State  election  and  insert  ":it  :i  spe- 
cial election  to  be  called  f-v  that  purposi  ." 

The  order  was  then  passed  8s  amended— yeas  44, 
uavs,  16. 
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Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Btackett,  Burdett, 
Burgess,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Curtis, 
Cusbing,  Cushman,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Gould,  Harmon,  Harrigan, 
Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley, 
Lappen,  Long,  Loring,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray, 
Koyes,  Osborne,  Peabody,  Tower,  Shaw,  Sibley, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Wadswortb,  Walbridge,  Whit- 
more,  Willcut,  Wilson  and  Woods— 44. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Cawley,  Day,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldthwait,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball,  Leighton, 
Page,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Thacher  and 
Train— 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  Council 
refused  to  reconsider  its  action. 

Sent  up. 

The  order  as  parsed  is  in  the  following  form : 

Ordered,  That  his  honoi  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  iu  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  authoiiziug  the  city  to 
purchase",  or  otherwise  take,  lands  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  city  for  the  puipose  of  laying  out  public 
parks,  and  authorizing  any  adjoining  city  or  town 
that  may  desire  to  do  so  to  cooperate  with  this 
city  by  purchasing  or  otherwise  taking  lands 
within  the  limits  of  such  city  or  town  for  similar 
purposes,  and  also  authorizing  the  assessment  of 
betterments  upon  any  neighboring  lands  benefit- 
ed by  the  establishment  of  such  parks ;  provided. 
however,  that  all  parks  and  the  purchase  of  land 
for  the  same  in  the  city  of  Boston  shall  be  placed  in 
charge  of  three  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  City  C'ouneij. 
None  of  the  said  commissioners  to  be  at  the  same 
time  members  of  the  City  (iovernment,  and  all  to 
be  removable  at  any  time  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds, 
of  the  City  Council.  And  provided  further,  that 
no  money' shall  be  expended  either  in  the  pur- 
chase or  improvement  of  said  parks  unless  au- 
thorized by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  City  Coun- 


cil, said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  the  legal  voters  piesent,  and  voting 
thereon  at  meetings  duly  called  for  that  purpose 
in  the  several  wards  at  a  special  election  to  be 
called  for  that  purpose. 

NOMINATIONS. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  a  report  nom- 
inating W.  AV.  Greenough  and  Richard  Frothing- 
ham  for  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  three 
years.    Accepted. 

Mr.  Long  of  AVard  8  submitted  a  report  nomin- 
ating Joseph  Paine  and  Francis  A.  Peters,  for 
Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cem°tery.    Accepted. 

Nominations  laicf  over. 

DECORATION    DAY. 

Mr.  AVood;  of  AVard  8  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
commander  of  each  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  located  within  the  limits  of  the  city, 
and  ihe  N.  P.  Batiks  Army  and  Navy  Areteran 
Corps,  the  sum  of  $200  towards  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  the  obseivanceof  Decoration  Day;  said 
sums  to  be  chaiged  to  "Incidental  Expenses." 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

REGISTRATION  OF  DEATHS,  ETC. 

Mr.  AArhitmore  of  Ward  4  presented  a  report  on 
the  petition  of  Marshall  P.  Wilder  et  al.  in  regard 
to  the  incompleteness  of  the  registration  of  deaths, 
and  on  his  motion  it  was  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

FIBE  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  lelating  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Fire  Inspector.    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson' of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  adjourned  to  Tuesdav  evening  next,  at 
7V2  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    5,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  seven  o'clock  P.  M.., 
Aldeunan  Clark,  Cbairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Commissioners  to  Investigate  the  Methods  of 
Manufacturing  Gas— Charles  F.  Choate,  John  Felt 
Osgood  and  Edward  S.  Wood.    Sent  down. 

Police  Officers  for  Special  Duty  in  the  Health 
Department—  John  11.  Terry.    Confirmed. 

Police  Officers— Timothy  Enwngbt,  Lebbens  B. 
McCausland,  Charles  W.  Garfield,  George  E.  Welr 
don,  Samuel  S.  Sawyer,  Charles  VV.  Ober,  Henry 
15.  Shaw,  Franklin  P.  Chase,  Benjamin  F.  Jolin- 
-Iciii.  Edward  A.  Lawrence,  Thomas  Lowell,  John 
F.  M.  Bnrk,  Charles  W.  Johnson,  Eliphalet  L. 
Graves,  Saumel  N.  Prescott,  Edward  D.  Hall, 
Christopher  J.  Bunell.  Referred,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Burrage,  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Special  Police  Officers— L.  P.  Young  and  sixty- 
five  others  (reappointments  for  the  current  year). 
s  verally  confirmed. 

BEQUEST  TO  THE  CITS    HOSPITAL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
transmitting  the  following,  and  recommending 
the  acceptance  of  the  generous  bequest  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  conditions  under  which  it  is 
given  : 

Boston,  27  State  street,  l 

April  1st,  1875.      ) 

Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton :  Dear  Sir— Mi-s  Mary  Louisa  Shaw,  deceased, 
by  her  last  will  made  a  bequest  in  the  following 
words: 

"Twenty- fourth— I  give  the  sum  of  $2000  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  io  be  in- 
vested as  a  distinct  fund,  and  the  income  thereof 
shall  l>e  used,  under  the  direction  of  said  trustees, 
for  the  pinch  is*  of  flowers  and  fruit  for  the  use 
and  comfort  of  the  patients  in  said  hospital." 

Tne  executors  of  Miss  Shaw's  will  arc  now  ready 
to  pay  this  legaev,  if  it  can  be  accepted  upon  the 
conditions  upon  which  it  is  given,  and  suggest 
that  the  City  Council  should  by  vote  authorize  the 
City  Treasurer  to  receive  said  legacy  and  invest  it 
as  a  distinct  fund  and  pay  the  income  thereof  to 
the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  to  be  us.- d  by 
them  in  the  manner  designated  by  the  testatrix. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lemuel  Shaw,  Executor. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  City  Hospital. 
Sent  down. 

steam  engine. 

The  petition  of  J.  E.  Perkins  for  leave  to  locate 
and  us.  a  steara  engine  and  boiler  on  Cambridge 
street,  near  line  o£  Somerville,  was  considered  on 
an  order  of  notice.  No  one  appeared  to  object, 
and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS   UEKERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Samuel 
Adams,  for  appointmeut  as  Superintendent  of 
Eastern-avenue  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Thomas  G-.  Lewis  et  al.,  for  revision 
of  assessments  for  betterments  on  Bigelow  street, 
Ward  19. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  Daniel  D. 
Kelly,  that  Cochituate  water  be  provided  for 
Ward  I. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  P.  Mazzocchi, 
for  license  to  exhibit  performing  birds  in  the 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Hugh  d  McGon- 
agle,  to  be  paid  back  pay  as  police  officer. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
opeetoiOn  of  Bici::li;:.;/s.  Middlesex  F.allioad  Ccm- 
pauy,  For  leave  to  extend  a  stable  on  Charlestown 
Neck  by  adding  thereto  a  one-story  wooden  build- 
ing of  180  feet  in  length  by  65  in  breadth. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Central  Boat 
Club,  for  leave  to  moor  a  floating  boat  house  to 
Federal  street  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr., 
for  sewer  on  Duoean  street. 

James  E.  Ball  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Edgewood 
street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Patrick  R.  Guiney,  for  approval  of  certain  altera- 


tions on  estate  at  corner  Brooklme  street  and 
Hairison  avenue. 

Patrick  H.  Leary,  Ex.,  for  approval  of  altera- 
tions ou  his  estate  at  corner  of  Harrison  avenue 
and  Brookliue  street. 

To  the  Committee  ou  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Middlesex  Raihoad  Company,  for  leave 
to  keep  fifty  horses  in  addition  to  the  present 
number  in  Charlestown  Neck  staoles. 

Omar  Loring,  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  at  14  High  street,  Ward  10. 

Thomas  Lane,  lor  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
staoie  for  six  horses  on  Pans,  near  Marion  street. 

Thomas  Glennore,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  o:i  Canterbury  street, 
near  Mt.  Hope  street. 

A.  S.  Ripley,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wjoden 
stable  for  four  borses  on  Longwood  avenue. 
No.  386. 

B.  F.  Bean,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  hoises  on  Clarence  street,  Waul  13. 

Sumner  &  Dieki.  son,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  Cove  street. 

James  Jellisoii,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  bricV  sta- 
ble for  thirty-two  horses  on  Pitts  street,  between 
Nos.  6  and  12. 

John  Conway,  tor  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  on  Pvncheon  street,  No. 
172. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  R.T.  Paine,  Jr., 
for  sidewalk  in  Duncan  street. 

John  H.  Robinson  et  al.,  that  the  streets  in  ex- 
tension of  West  Cottage  stieet  be  graded. 

Herman  D.  Bj  wit  et  al.,  that  Blue  Hill  avenue 
be  graded  from  Grove  Hall  to  Back  street. 

John  D.  Miller,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern 
over  the  sidewalk  ot  Washing. on  stieet  at  corner 
of  Dover  street. 

Lynch  Brothers,  for  leave  to  close  upNoith  Cen- 
tre street  ivhil  building  operations  are  in  pro- 
gress. 

Clara  E.  Badiaui,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Columbia  stieet,  Ward  16. 

Francis  W.  Kittredge  et  al.,  that  Arcadia  and 
Atberton  streets  b<-  put  in  order. 

Samuel  (i.  Reed  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
and  gutters  paved  on  Warren  street  beyond 
Woodbine  street. 

Edwaid  Spauluiug  et  at.,  that  liliot  and  May 
stre-  ts,  Ward  17,  be  put  in  order. 

J.  W.  Lstabrooks  et  al.,  that  Mather  street, 
Ward  16,  be  put  in  order. 

Timothy  Calnan,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Charlestown  District. 

John  Quirk,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  build- 
ing, owned  by  H.  W.  Jordan,  from  Washington 
street,  Ward  19,  to  Allston  street,  Ward  19. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  for  laud  damages—  George  W. 
Hunnewell,  $2510,  Sbawmut  avenue;  Charles  E. 
Dearborn,  $17.60,  Lincoln  street,  Brighton;  S.  E. 
Decker,  $244.80,  Lincoln  stieet,  Brighton ;  W.  H. 
Palmer,  $371.50,  Shawmut  avenue;  Stephen  Hill, 
$46.05,  Lincoln  street,  Brisrhton;  Elizabeth  S. 
Crispin's  heiis,  $8948,  Beach  stieet.  Severally 
passed. 

Order  to  collect  assessments  for  edgestones  on 
Longwood  avenue,  amounting  to  one-half  of 
$1998.63.    Passed. 

Order  to  pave  with  brick  sidewalk  on  Pembroke 
street,  opposite  St.  Mark's  Church.    Passed. 

Order  to  ring  bell  of  Maverick  Congregational 
''burch  to  denote  the  usual  hours  at  morning, 
noon  and  evening.    Passed. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  RAILROAD. 

The  order  (City  Doc.  No.  42)  granting  tbe  eleventh 
location  to  tbe  South  Boston  Railroad,  (in  Wash- 
ington, Milk  and  liawley  streets),  was  consiiered 
in  tbe  regular  order  under  ths  head  of  unfinished 
business,  the  question  being  on  tbe  passage  o£  tbe 
order. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  would  ask  tbe  Committee 
on  Paving  whether  it  is  intended  to  restrict  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  to  the  route,  laid 
down  b>  tl  is  order,  or  whether  it  is  simply  grant- 
ing theiii  another  location  to  run  just  such  a  num- 
ber of  cars  upon  it  as  they  please,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  use  the  circuit  as  they  do  now. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  for  this  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  say  whether  or  not  rhe  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  shall  be  restricted  to  this  route. 
Of  course  this  Board  cannot  compel  the  South 
Boston  Ra'lroad  to  lay  down  tracks  anywhere  the 
Board  decid3 ;  but  this  Board  can  say  they  shall 
not  run  in  certain  streets.  If  this  location  is 
granted,  the  committee  think  it  will  be  one  step 
in  the  direction  of  doing  away  with  the  present 
blockades  on  Temple  place  and  Iremont  stieet. 
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After  that  step  is  taken  it  is  for  this  Board  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  company  shall  be  restricted  to 
this  route.  As  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  my 
impression  is  that  a  majority  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  are  in  favor  ot  restricting  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  to  this  route.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  uot  in  fa- 
vor of  so  restricting  them.  I  think  the 
company  are  ■willing,  without  any  law  being 
passed,  to  runithe  greater  portion  of  their  cars  on 
this  route;  but  it  is  my  impression  that  sooner 
than  be  bound  to  run  all  their  cars  there,  they 
would  prefer  to  remain  as  they  are  today  and  take 
their  chances  with  the  rest  of  the  roads.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  the  wish  of  the  company  to  run  a 
large  number  of  their  cats  as  near  the  northern 
depots  as  they  can,  and.  they  will  not  willingly,  as 
I  am  informed,  consent  to  being  restricted  to  this 
route.  In  tact,  I  have  heard  some  of  the  man- 
agers say  that  tnev  will  not  consent  to  be  re- 
stricted to  this  new  toute.  .Ihe  committee  think 
this  or:e  step  towat  ds  remedying  the  present  evil. 
Of  course  the  committee  have  in  view  other  pro- 
posed remeoies,  which  tbey  are  how  considering, 
and  they  will  no  doubt  have  sometning  else  to 
offer  as  soon  as  they  can  decide  upon  what  they 
think  will  be  most  advantageous.  But  I  think  the 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  prefer  to  remain 
as  tbey  are  today,  rather  than  be  restricted  to  this 
new  route. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  think  it  woulo  be  better 
to  let  this  matter  of  restricting  the  road  co  any  par- 
ticular route  lie  over  until  tne  whole  question  is  up 
before  us  for  settlement,  which  it  will  be  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks,  and  then  we  can  arrange  it 
as  we  deem  best  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  and 
the  public. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  should  prefer  to  have  this 
question  laid  over  for  awhile.  When  it  was  be- 
fore the  Co mmittee  on  Paving  I  consented  to  or 
rather  approved  this  new  route,  because  I  sup- 
posed it  was  understood  that  the  South  Boston 
cars  were  to  be  confined  to  that  route.  Since 
then  I  understand  that  it  is  not  so,  and  before 
any  action  is  taken  upon  it,  I  should  prefer  to 
have  the  matter  remain  as  it  i«  until  we  can  de- 
termine, or  as  Alderman  Burrage  said,  let  the 
matter  rest  until  we  can  fix  upon  some  route  and 
relocate  them  entirely.  That  matter  is  now  under 
consideration  by  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

On  motion  on  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

[For  further  action  see  below.] 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  of  D.  D.  Shea,  F.  B.  Simpsoa  et  al., 
and  request  of  School  Committee.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

InvitatioD  of  Thomas  G.  Stevenson  Post,  G.  A. 
R.,  to  attend  ceremonies  on  Decoration  Day.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
consider  expediency  af  providing  better  accom- 
modations for  Engine  No.  6,  now  in  Wall  street. 
Passed. 

Repoft  nominating  Joseph  P.  Paine  and  Francis 
A.  Peters  as  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 
Alderman  Stebbins  stated  that  Mr.  Peters  posi- 
tively declined  the  position,  and  would  not  serve 
if  elected,  and  on  his  motion  the  report  was  re- 
committed.   Sent  down. 

Rei  ort  nominating  William  W.  Greenough  and 
Richard  Frothinghain  as  Trustees  of  Public  Li- 
brary. Accepted.  The  Board  proceeded  to  bal- 
lot. Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Qmncy  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes  and 
they  reported  that  Messrs.  Rreenough  and  Froth- 
ingliam  had  each  received  twelve  votes,  and  they 
were  declared  elected.    Ceitificate  sent  down. 

Order  for  special  committee  (Messrs.  Whitmore, 
Devereux  and  Parker  to  be  joined)  to  investigate 
subject  of  convict  labor  in  public  institutions. 
Passed,  and  Aldermen  Buirage  and  O'Brien  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee. 

Order  to  appropriate  $116.85  to  complete  the  ex- 
pense of  the  elevator  in  the  City  Hall.    Passed. 

THE  ANNUAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  4y2  o'clock, 
viz:  Orders  on  estimates  of  Auditor  of  Accounts 
(City  Doc.  No.  37,  1875),  viz.:  1.  "An  order  relat- 
ing to  the  specific  appropriations  for  the  financial 
year  1875-76  "  2.  "Orders  laying  a  specific  tax  t» 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and 
the  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  1875-76, 
and  providing  for  interest  on  non-payment  of 
same." 


The  question  was  on  the  approval  of  the  sum  of 
$17,000  tor  the  Auditor's  Department. 

Alderman  Worthington — Last  week  I  asked  to 
have  this  matter  lie  over  that  we  might  have  a 
statement  from  the  Auditor  in  print.  Since  then 
the  Auditor  has  printed  a  statement,  in  the  official 
report,  which  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  me,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  to  every  other  member  of  the 
Board.  I  therefore  move  that  the  estimate  for 
the  Auditor's  Department  be  approved. 

Carried. 

The  items  were  read  and  approved  seriatim,  the 
following  discussions  occurring: 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  Alderman  Power  said 
it  was  his  impression,  last  year,  that  this  cemetery 
would  not  need  anything  this  year,  and  asked  for 
an  explanation. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  the  appropriation  was 
made  upon  the  authority  of  the  trustees,  but  he 
could  not  give  details. 

AHerinan  Pope— In  tbe  early  part  of  last  year 
there  were  a  good  many  calls  for  lots,  and  per- 
haps they  did  a  little  mor?  than  they  should ;  but 
the  demand  fell  off  toward  the  close  of  the  year, 
and  they  are  obliged  to  ask  for  this  appiopria- 
tion.  The  ceuifteiy  is  very  much  needed,  and  I 
do  not  see  how  we  can  get  along  without  the  ap- 
propriation. I  believe  the  work  was  well  dot.e 
last  year,  and  that  tbis  money  will  be  judiciously 
expended. 

The  amount  was  approved. 

Chapman  Sclwolhouse  Lot,  $7500.  Alderman 
Prescott  explained  that  this  expenditure  had 
been  refused  a  short  time  sine,  but  the  owners 
of  the  lot  had  offered  it  at  a  price  which  the  city 
has  been  willing  to  pay  for  two  years,  sod  tLe 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  therefore  recom- 
mend the  sppropriation.    Approved. 

Bridges.  Ald-rman  Harris  moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  after  the  item  of  "Lamps,  $511,500,"  the 
following:  "Maiden  Bridge,  for  rebuilding,  $70,000. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  Aldermen  will  look  on 
page  17  (Doc.  37)  they  will  find  that  I,  as  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  desire  "to  have  it 
appear,  as  a  part  of  the  record,"  that  I  dis- 
sent from  the  request  of  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  for  $47,000 fur  rebuilding  the  draw  of  Me- 
ridian-street Bridge,  $70,000  for  rebuilding 
Maiden  Bridge,  ?nd  $13,000  for  rebuilding  a 
portion  of  Chelsea  Bridge.  I  don't  make 
any  objection  to  the  last  item,  but  in  the 
committee  I  dissinted  from  asking  for  that.  1 
meant  to  move  to  strike  out  the  $47,000  for  Me- 
ridian-street Bridge  when  we  got  that  far;  out  as 
the  Alderman  from  Charlestown  has  made  the 
motion  to  put  in  this  $70,000  for  Maiden  Bridge,  I 
would  state  that  1  think  I  have  made  a  more 
thorough  examination  of  this  -bridge  than 
any  member  of  this  Government,  excepting 
the  Engineer.  I  think  I  know  something 
about  bridges,  for  I  nave  built  and  superin- 
tended and  paid  for  the  building  of  wharves 
and  bridges.  Maiden  Bridge  is  just  as  safe  today 
as  it  was  before  Charlestown  was  annexed  to 
the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  think  it  will  be  perfectly 
safe  for  five  years  to  come.  I  also  examined  Me- 
ridian-street* Bridge  more  thoioughly  than  any 
member  of  this  Governtneut  has,— not  simply 
walked  over  it,  but  went  under  it;  and  I  saj  there 
is  no  necessity  for  spending  this  money  for  two  or 
three  years  to  come.  When  you  do  want  to  spend 
money,  you  do. i't  want  to  build  a  woor.eu  bridge. 
The  time  has  gone  by  for  the  city  of  Boston  to 
throw  away  money  by  putting  it  in  wooden 
bridge-.  They  should"  be  of  iron.  Before 
this  action  is  taken  this  Government  should 
have  before  them  propositions  for  building 
a  woooen  iitd  iron  bridge.  An  irou  bridge  will 
last  fore vei,  and  it  is  ornamental;  while  a  v. ood- 
en  bridge  is  only  a  temporary  structure.  Build- 
ers have' told  me  it  will  cost  ten  per  cent,  to  k.^ep 
wooden  budges  i  i  order :  so  if  you  spend  $100,000 
for  a  wooden  bridge,  in  ten  years  you  spend  an- 
other #100,000  io  repairs.  Any  genileman  who 
has  been  to  New  York  will  find  it  out  there.  It 
is  n't  good  economy  for  this  Government  to 
build  wooden  bridges.  That  is  a  place  where  an 
iron  bridge  could  be  built;  but  the  present 
structure,  in  my  opinion,  is  perfectly  safe 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  the  expense  can  be 
dispensed  with  this  year,  when  we  *  re  trying  to 
rettench.  As  chiirman  of  the  committee,  1  ;mi 
anxious  to  have  enough  money  to  conduct  that 
department  with  credit  to  the  city  of  Bo  ton. 
After  making  this  statement  here,"  if  anything 
wrong  should  happen  to  those  bridges,  I  am  will- 
ing to  take  the  odium  of  it.  I  did  n't  ask  anv  in- 
formation from  the  Engineer  upon  it.     Wooden 
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bridges  are  it  ither  ornamental  nor  durable, 
while  iron  bridges  are  both.  I  would  deny  no  sec- 
tion of  the  city  anything,  and  I  am  just  as  respon- 
sible foi  the  bridges  in  that  section  as  in  any 
other,  and  I  say  there  is  no  necessity  for  spending 
this  money  this  year.  The  argument  has  been 
brought  forward  that  those  bridges  ought  to  be 
rebuilt  this  year.  I  say  it  will  be  time  enough 
next  year,  or  a  year  or  two  after,  and  I  hope  this 
amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Harris — I  do  not  propose  to  set  my 
judgment  in  regard  to  those  bridges  above  that  of 
the  City  Engineer;  but  at  the  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee he  called  attention  to  the  dilapidated  con- 
dition of  Maiden  and  Chelsea  bridges,  and  satis- 
fied a  majority  of  the  committee  that  they  should 
be  rebuilt;  and  I  believe  I  should  be  lemiss  in  my 
duty  it  I  did  not  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
it.  If  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  will 
guarantee  that  these  bridges  will  hold,  I 
shall  not  press  the  motioD.  But  I  believe 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  then  if  tne  bridges  tumble  down  and  this 
city  is  called  upon  to  pay  an  unlimited  amount  of 
damages,  I  shall  be  relieved  of  the  blame. 

Alderman  Power— The  best  laid  plans  ol  men 
fail,  and  a  bridge  leading  to  Charlestowu  or  any 
other  part  of  the  city  may  break  down  or  be  car- 
ried away.  The  Eogineer  also  drew  attention  to 
the  bad  condition  of  Dover-street  Bridge — 

Alderman  Harris— Oh,  no. 

Alderman  Power— He  drew  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  draw  and  abutments  on  Dover- 
street  Biidge,  just  the  same  as  these.  But  1  think 
about  that  as  1  do  about  tbe  others.  It  is  safe 
enough  for  a  year  or  two,  and  I  don't  think  it  is 
proper  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  to  rebuild  that, 
altbuugh  it  needs  it  fully  as  much  as  the  others. 

Alderman  Bigelow—  What  is  the  probable  differ- 
ence between  the  cost  of  an  iron  and  a  wooden 
biidge? 

Alderman  Power — My  opinion  is  that  the  cost  of 
an  iron  bridge  would  n't  be  very  far  fioni  the  cost 
of  a  wooden  one. 

Alderman  Buriage— Did  not  the  Engineer  say 
distinctly  and  decidedly  thar,  he  deems  the  struc- 
ture unsafe  in  its  present  state? 

Alderman  Harris— I  so  undei stood  him. 

Alderman  Vilcs — He  so  stated. 

Alderman  Burrap-e — if  that  is  tbe  case,  we  can 
hardly  take  the  responsibility  of  letting  it  remain 
as  it  is,  although  I  have  confidence  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12.  But  we 
must  place  greater  weight  on  the  opinion  of  tbe 
Engineer  whom  we  en.pioy  for  that  purpose,  if 
he  has  not  the  required  scientific  knowledge,  he 
certaiuly  is  n't  worthy  of  bis  position. 

Alderman  Power — Everybody  knows  that  Chel- 
sea Bridge  is  unsafe— though  it  is  as  safe  as  it  has 
been  for  many  years— compared  with  the  bridges 
we  build  here  in  Boston.  The  same  is  true  of  oth- 
er budges  in  Boston.  Everybody  passing  over 
Chelsea  Biidge  knows  tbatit  is  old-fashioned,  like 
Dover-street  Bridge,  yet  it  is  as  safe  as  it  has  been 
for  thirty  years,  and  that  is  what  the  Engineer 
means  when  be  says  it  is  unsafe.  Those  struc- 
tures ha\e  been  good  enough  for  yeais  past.  The 
city  of  (harlestown  didn't  think  they  were  un- 
safe, but  all  at  once  it  is  ascertained  that  they  are 
unsafe ;  and  yet  either  one  of  them  is  as  safe  as  it 
has  been  for  fifty  years. 

Alderman  Stebbins— When  tbe  City  Engineer 
says  a  bridge  is  uusate  I  think  he  means  it.  If 
membtrs  will  refer  to  City  Document  No.  19,  page 
30  (annual  report  of  City  Engineer),  they  will  see 
the  language  used  by  the  City  Engineer  in  de- 
scribing Maiden  Bridge.  [He  read  from  the  re- 
port to  show  that  the  bridge  is  very  unsafe,  that  it 
is  a  bill  of  expense,  and  that  the  Engineer  recom- 
mends that  Maiden  Bridge  be  rebuilt  this  year  to 
avoid  the  interruption  to  travel  by  closing  the 
three  bridges  at  tbe  same  time.]  In  view  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  City  Engineer,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  like  to  know  how  the 
bridge  has  been  a  standing  bill  of  expense  to  tbe 
city.  1  will  guarantee  that  it  has  not.  Tbe  draw 
was  repaired,  and  there  was  a  little  done  on  the 
woodwork  which  settled ;  but  the  expense  has  not 
been  in  comparison  with  that  on  some  other 
badges.  I  don't  question  the  Engineer's  knowl- 
edge or  judgment;  but  I  didn't  ask  information 
from  him  or  apy  other  engineer  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  that  bridge.  I  will  guarantee  that  I 
have  been  under  that  bridge  and  examined  it  more 
thoroughly  chan  the  Engineer  has,  and  I  can  tell 
more  about  it  than  he  can.  But  that  is  not  the 
question.    Boston   should   not   spend    any   more 


money  upon  wooden  bridges;  §70,000  should  not 
be  thrown  away  upon  these  temporary  structures. 
That  is  where  the  impoitance  lies  in  this  matter. 
You  should  spend  money  for  what  is  to  be  of  per- 
manent use,  and  not  waste  it  upon  these  struc- 
tures thnt  lequire  continual  repairing  and  re- 
building. Federal-stieet  Biidge  has  been  built 
twice  within  my  recollection,  costing  over  $100,- 

000  each  time,  "if  it  had  been  built  of  irun  origi- 
nally, it  would  have  been  of  no  expense,  except 
some  occasional  paving.  If  you  are  to  do  any- 
thing you  should  take  steps'  towards  building  a 
permanent  iron  structure.  Pass  an  order  asking 
what  ir  will  cost  to  put  an  iron  structure  there, 
that  will  be  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  not  be  a 
bill  of  expense.  Th.s  building  of  wooden  bridges 
is  a  com  taut  waste  of  the  city's  money. 

Alderman  Wortbington—  What  did  the  Broad- 
way Bridge  cost,  and  what  amount  was  spent 
upon  it  last  ,>ear  in  proportion  to  the  original  cost? 

Alderman  Power — I  aon't  know  anything  about 
the  original  cost ,  but  what  was  doae  on  it  last 
year  will  never  have  to  be  done  again.  We  did 
just  what  I  am  talking  about,— built  a  solid  stone 
abutment ;  we  did  n't  drive  piles  to  rot  away,  but 
out  in  as  did  structure  to  take  the  place  of  the 
shaky  one  that  was  settling  and  was  a  standing- 
bill  of  expense.    The  cost  of  the  former  structure 

1  know  nothing  of.  It  was  something  I  never  had 
anything  to  do  with.  It  has  been  in  bad  odor,  and 
was  said  to  be  a  fraud  upon  the  city  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  But  I  had  nothing  to  do  wirh  that 
and  know  nothing  about  it.  If  any  gentleman 
wants  to  do  something  creditable  to  the  city,  let 
him  put  in  an  order  to  ascertain  the  feasibiliry  of 
building  an  iron  bridge  there,  and  I  will  have  no 
abjection,  to  spending  the  city's  money. for  that; 
but  I  have  objections  to  throwing  away  the  city's 
money  on  these  wooden  structures. 

Alderman  Wortbington— We  should  have  some 
time  to  consider  this.  Theie  is  a  good  deal  in 
what  the  Alderman  says  in  legarrt  to  iron  bridges. 
If  we  are  to  build  the  "bridge,  I  hope  that  matter 
will  be  considered  before  appropriating  $70,000. 
Certainly  the  experience  of  all  the  rwilroads  and 
of  citiesother  than  Boston  is  in  favor  of  iron 
bridges.  The  city  should  economize,  as  well  as 
the  Boston  &  Albany  and  Lowell  railroads.  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  time  to  consider  whether  it  is 
good  policy  to  build  an  iron  bridge  there. 

Alderman  Harris— Joes  the  gentleman  know  of 
an  iron  bridge  built  across  tide  water? 

Alderman  "Wortbington — I  do  not,  but  I  believe 
an  iron  bridge  can  be  built  across  tide  water  as 
well  as  fresh  water. 

Alderman  Stebbios — I  have  repeatedly  made  in- 
quiries in  regard  to  replacing  some  of  our  woeden 
with  iron  bridges,  butlcan  get  no  very  close  esti- 
mate from  fbe  City  Engineer.  For  instance,  to  re- 
build Meiidian-street  Bridge,  the  depth  of  water  is 
veiy  great, in  fact,  as  much  if  not,  more  than  at  any 
other  place  in  the  harbor.  An  iron  bridge  from 
East  Boston  to  Chelsea  would  cost  something 
like  a  million  dollars.  Mr.  Philbrick  has  given 
his  opinion  that  an  iron  bridge  will  outlast  perhaps 
three  wooden  ones ;  but  tue  idea  that  they  will  last 
forever  is  fallacious.  They  have  to  be  replaced 
after  a  few  years,  the  same  as  wooden  bridges. 
Members  can  find  his  testimony  given  at  the  State 
House  recently.  I  should  suppose  that  one  abut- 
ment of  a  biidge  between Cbrlestown  andEverett 
would  cost  nearer  a  million  and  a  half  dollars, 
than  a  million,  judging  by  the  length,'and  know- 
ing something  of  the  cost  of  a  wooden  one. 

Alderman  Power — A  new  iron  bridge  in  place  of 
Maiden  Bridge  would  n't  cost  $100,000. 

Alderman  Stebbins — We  have  just  spent  that 
amount  for  one  siugle  abutment  for  Broadway 
Bridge,  and  an  iron  biidge  from  Chailestown  to 
Everett  would  cost  not  far  from  half  a  million 
dollars.  Tbe  idea  that  it  could  be  built  for  such 
a  sum  as  $100,000  is  simply  ridiculous. 

Alderman  Power— From  what  tbe  Alderman 
from  Ward  8  says,  be  does  n't  know  anything 
about  it.  The  distance  is  n't  one-sixteenth  of  a 
mile. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  walked  it,  and  I 
think  I  know. 

Alderman  Power— Tbe  distance  is  very  short 
that  would  have  to  be  bridged  over  with  iron. 
There  is  more  iron  and  stone  in  tbe  draw  of 
Broadway  Bridge  than  there  would  be  in  the 
whole  of  Maiden  Bridge. 

The  Chairman  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  appropriation  was  left  out  by  the  committee, 
and  refeired  to  the  report. 

Alderman  Harris — Was  the  Engineer  before 
them? 
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The  Chairman— He  was. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  like  to  know  a 
little  more  definitely  concerning  the  difference  be- 
tween the  cost  of  iron  and  wooden  bridges.  It 
the  Alderman  troiu  Ward  12  is  right,  as  he  claims 
he  is,  we  should  build  iron  bridges  because  they 
will  last  so  much  longer.  If  he  is  wrong,  we 
sbould  build  a  wooden  one.  We  ought  to  nave 
more  information.  In  answer  to  tbe  question,  I 
would  say  that  there  is  an  iron  bridge  at  Augusta. 
Me. 

Alderman  Harris— That  i«  fresh  water. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  is  tne  same  thing. 

Aldermaa  Harris — No;  tide  water  affects  a 
bridge. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Harris,  and  the  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed— yeas  7,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Steobins,  Viles— 7. 

Nays— Aider  men  Bigelow,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Power, 
Worthington—  5. 

Meridian  street  Bridge,  $47,000.  Alderman  Pow- 
er— I  move  to  strike  out  this  item.  Gentlemen 
know  that  Dover-street  Bridge  needs  repairing  as 
much  as  this,  but  I  do  not  want  to  spend  the 
money  this  year;  they  are  good  enough  to  last 
four  or  five  years.  There  is  n't  a  wooden  bridge 
in  the  city  that  the  Engineer  will  not  tell  you  is 
unsafe.  But  I  thought  the  Aldermen  wanted  to 
retrench.  Every  engineer  or  head  of  a  depart- 
ment likes  to  build  monuments,  to  their  skill,  and 
it  costs  nothing  for  them  to  give  an  opinion. 
I  suppose  it  is  safe  to  say  that  100  per- 
sons go  over  Dover-street  Bridge  to  one  over 
the  Chelsea  bridges,  and  they  equally  un- 
safe. They  can  be  taken  care  of  at  little  expense 
fot  two  or  three  years,  and  this  money  ought  not 
to  be  spent.  I  think  my  judgment  is  worth  some- 
thing, and  I  thought  gentlemen  did  not  want  to 
spend  money  where  it  was  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary. I  don't  contradict  the  statement  of  the.En- 
gineer  that  they  are  comparatively  unsafe;  but 
tbey  have  been  so  for  five  or  six  years.  If  we  are 
to  do  anything,  let  us  do  something  creditable  to 
the  city.  I  hope  gentleman  will  ascertain  whether 
it  is  clearly  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  build 
such  temporary  structures.  I  know  the  water  is 
deep  there,  but  not  deep  enough  to  interfere  with 
the  stone  abutments. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  wishes  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  These  subjects  were  carefully 
considered  by  the  Committee  on  the  Auditor's  Es- 
timates; they  had  the  Engineer  before  them,  and 
voted  not  to  approve  the  rebuilding  of  Maiden 
Bridge.  The  Chair  voted  against  that  item  be- 
cause he  intended  to  stand  by  the  committee,  and 
for  the  same  reason  he  shall  vote  against  striking 
out  this  one. 

Alderman  Worthington — If  I  remember  aright, 
it  was  thought  that  abridge  should  be  built  each 
vear,  to  prevent  serious  inconvenience,  and  that 
both  were  not  to  be  built  this  year. 

Alderman  Power — The  Alderman  has  just  read 
the  City  Engineer's  opinion  that  it  was  injudicious 
to  do  so. 

Alderman  Stebbins  re-read  the  Engineer's  opin- 
ion, that  Maiden  Bridge,  and  the  draw  of  Meri- 
dian-stieet  Bridge,  should  be  rebuili  this  year. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost — yeas  2,  nays 
10;  Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Power  voting  yea. 

The  item  was  appoved. 

School  Expenses,  $114,000.  Alderman  Prescott  — 
I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction to  move  to  reduce  this  amount  $9000, 
making  it  $105,000.    Carried. 

School  Instructors,  $1,259,800.  Alderman  Pow- 
er— I  believe  this  is  the  only  time  when  we  have 
anything  to  say  about  the  amount  of  moupy  to  be 
spent  by  the  School  Committee.  I  presume  tbAt 
if  we  cut  down  their  appropriation  they  will  have 
no  right  to  go  beyond  it  and  raise  the  salaries  of 
teachers. 

Alderman  Prescott  -The  statute  law  allows  the 
School  Committees  to  fix  the  pay  of  teachers; 
they  may  fix  them  at  $3,000,000  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil have  no  control  over  them. 

Alderman  Power— If  that  is  the  case,  why  is  this 
before  us? 

Alderman  Prescott— Simply  to  provide  the 
means. 

Alderman  Power — If  we  are  compelled  to  pay 
the  money,  what  is  the  use  of  voting  on  this  ques- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  that  the  statement  ot  the 
gentleman  can  hardly  be  correct.  If  they  can 
spend  double  the  amount,  and  we  cannot  help 
ourselves,  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  vote  upon  it. 
No  other  department  can  spend  money  without 


coming  here  for  it.  I  believe  that  salaries  of  the 
teachers  were  raised  $59,800  last  year,  and  I  move 
to  strike  out  that  amount. 

Alderman  Prescott— This  is  before  us  to  provide 
the  money.  School  committees  of  cities  and  towns 
have  a  right  to  fix  the  salaries  of  teachers.  If  we 
do  not  provide  the  money,  individual  members  of 
the  Government  would  be  sued  for  it,  I  think;  at 
any  rate  the  city  is  responsible.  I  am  free  to  say 
that  if  I  baa  the  power  to  cut  .1  jwn  the  salaries,  I 
would  move  to  strike  out  $259,000,  and  then  I  think 
the  statistics  would  show  that  tbesalarieshere  are 
higher  than  in  any  other  city.  But  nothing  re- 
mains for  us  to  do  but  to  furnish  the  money.  The 
committee  reduced  the  amount  asked  for  $25,000, 
for  the  reason  that  this  sum  is  sufficient  to  pay  the 
salaries  as  now  fixed. 

Alderman  Power — Have  we  power  to  discontinue 
anv  schools? 

Alderman  Presscott — I  am  not  prepared  to  an- 
swer legal  questions,  but  I  don't  tbink  the  City 
Council  have  power  to  discontinue  schools,  as 
that  is  left  to  the  School  Committee. 

The  Chairman — Docs  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  make  a  motion  ? 

Alderman  Power— It  is  useless. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  tne  item  was  approved — yeas  11,  nays  1; 
Alderman  Power  voting  nay. 

Tbe  several  items  in  the  order  relating  to  the 
appropiiations  were  passed  as  amended,  and  the 
amendment  of  the  Council  was  concurred  in. 

The  order  laying  a  tax  of  $9,658,187  was  amend- 
ed to  read  $9,721,016,  and  passed. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  in  tne  amendments. 

PUBLIC   PARKS. 

The  order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 
an  act  for  the  purchase  or  taking  of  lands  within 
the  city  for  public  parks,  and  for  the  assessment 
of  betterment  on  adjoining  lands  benefited;  no 
expenditure  to  be  made,  without  authority  from 
the  Legislature,  for  the  purchase  or  improvement 
sf  land,  exceeding  the  sums  raised  by  taxation, 
appropriated  by  the  City  Council,  and  received  by 
betterment,  said  act  not  to  take  effect  unless  ac- 
cepted by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  at  the 
next  State  election,  came  down  with  amendments 
thereto,  viz.,— that  the  construction  of  parks  be 
intrusted  to  three  commissioners — that  no  money 
shall  be  expended  without  a  two-third ;  vote  of 
tbe  City  Council — that  other  cities  and  towns  may 
cooperate  with  this  city,  and  that  betterments  be 
asse«sed  on  neighboring  lands,  instead  of  adjoin- 
ing lands — and  that  the  project  be  submitted  to 
the  legal  voters  at  a  special  election,  and  not  at 
State  election. 

Ou  motion  af  Alderman  Burrage,  the  question 
was  taken  separately  on  each  amendment. 

The  several  amendments  were  adopted  iu  con- 
currence without  debate,  except  the  one  nrovid- 
ina  for  tbe  vote  to  be  taken  at  a  special  election 
called  tor  the  purpose. 

Alderman  Barrage — This  matter  (the  eleatioa) 
was  fully  discussed,  and  the  amendment  for  the 
vote  to  be  take'i  at  the  State  election  was  adopted 
because  we  would  be  more  likely  to  get  a  full 
vote  than  at  a  special  election,  when  only  those 
having  a  personal  interest  in  the  matter  would  be 
likely  to  come  out. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  tbe  Board  will  adhere 
to  their  former  action.  This  question  should 
stand  upon  its  own  merits,  which  it  w:U  not  do  at 
a  special  election.  I  hope  the  Board  will  main- 
tain its  former  position  on  the  question. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  trust  the  Board  will  con- 
cur in  this  ameudment.  I  believe  that  this  ques- 
tion has  been  discussed  so  thoroughly  by  the  peo- 
ple and  the  pre?s  "-bat  when  it  comes  up  "for  deci- 
sion the  people  will  take  sufficient  interest  in  it  to 
come  out  in  comparatively  full  numbers  r.nd  ex- 
press their  opinion.  I  believe  it  is  oue  of  those 
important  matters  for  which  a  special  election 
should  be  called,  and  I  hope  we  shall  coneuv  and 
settle  the  matter  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  also  hope  we  shall  concur. 
I  was  strongly  in  tavor  of  a  special  election  for 
the  same  reason  that  the  Alrieiman  ftoui  Ward  12 
opposes  it.  I  want  it  to  stand  on  its  merits  and 
not  be  presented  as  a  mere  side  issue,  as  it  will  be 
at  a  State  election.  At  anv  rate,  if  I  did  not  be- 
lieve in  a  special  election  I  would  yield  a  little 
rather  than  send  it  back  and  forth  avid  perpetuate 
this  game  ot  battledoor  and  shuttlecock  that 
boards  sometimes  indulge  in.  It  i'  desirable  that 
an  attitude  should  be  "taken  by  the  city  at  the 
State  House. 

Alderman  Worthington — When  this  subject  was 
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brought  up  it  was  first  voted  to  have  a  special 
eleotioD,  and  when  it  came  up  the  last  time 
through  pure  kindness  of  heart  tor  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8,  it  was  voted  to  let  it  go  to  the  State 
election.  I  have  no  doubt  we  can  have  a  much 
fairer    vote  at  a  special  than  at  a   State  election. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in— yeas  9, 
nays  3;  Aldermen  Burrage,  Power  and  Viles  vot- 
ing nay. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  by  Alderman  Prescott, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

The  order  as  amended  has  been  passed,  in  con- 
currence, by  both  branches. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS! 

Chief  of  Police.  The  quarterly  report  of  the 
Chief  of  Police  was  received,  showing  that  the 
balance  of  appropriation  for  the  department  was 
$50,058.44.  The  arrests  during  the  quarter  were 
6172,  of  which  number  1216  were  females,  1276 
were  non-residents  and  1007  imuois.  The  number 
of  lodgers  accommodated  was  24,898,  of  which 
23,008  were  males,  1890  females  and  2815  minors. 
The  amount  of  property  taken  from  lodgers  and 
restored  to  them  was  $13,481.73.  The  amount  of 
property  stolen  in  the  city  was  $11,539;  amount 
recovered  which  was  stolen  in  and  out  of  the  city, 
$32,915.85;  fines  Imposed  by  the  courts,  $15,017; 
amount  ot  imprisonment  imposed  by  courts,  348 
years  and  ten  months ;  number  of  days'  attend- 
ance in  court  by  officers,  4108 ;  witness  fees  earned, 
$4683.61;  amount  received  for  dog  licenses,  sdl. 
Placed  on  file. 

Free  Soup.  A.  communication  was  received 
from  Chief  of  Police  Savage,  giving  details  ot  toe 
work  during  the  sea1  on  of  tree  soup.  The  mik- 
ing and  distribution  of  soup  wa"  commenced  at 
seven  police  stations,  and  at  two  other  places 
hired  for  the  purpose,  on  the  second  of  January, 
and  continued  to  ihe  13th  of  March,  covering  a 
period  nf  eighty-eight  days.  At  the  commence- 
ment contracts  "for  supplies  wete  made  for  the 
season  at  the  lowest  wholesale  market  prices,  and 
the  quantity  of  soup  made  and  disti  touted  was 
27,930  gallons.  The  number  of  meals  takeu  home 
by  families  was  186,235,  and  the  number  given  to 
non-residents  and  lodgers  at  station  houses  was 
1842.  making  a  total  of  187,077.  The  average  number 
of  families  supplied  per  day  was  440,and  tne  largest 
number  in  any  one  day,  440.  Each  meal  consisted 
of  one  and  one-fifth  pints, and  about  two-thirds  of 
the  number  of  persons  supplied  were  child i en. 
The  total  cost  was  $4937.29.  In  the  distribution  of 
soup  pains  had  been  taken  to  place  it  at  the  dis- 
posal of  destitute  families,  many  of  which  could 
not  be  properly  reached  by  other  means  provided 
by  tne  city,  and  the  chief  was  infoimed  by  the 
police  captains  in  charge  that  many  ol  the  f arni- 
•  lies  have  had  littl"  else  to  sustain  life  during  the 
cold  weather.  In  addition  to  the  distribution  of 
soup  $800  had  been  couiributed  by  generous  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  and  the  amount  has  been  expend- 
ed by  the  department  for  fuel,  medicine  for  the 
sick,  shoes  and  clothing  for  ohiidien,  etc., 
in  small  sums  where  immediate  relief  was 
necessary.  The  report  mentions  the  aid  of 
Mr.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Markets,  in  the  pro- 
curement of  supplies.  Ordered  to  be  printed,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Power,  who  thought  it  would 
be  a  good  document  to  keep  for  future  reference. 
Sent  down. 

Inspectors  of  Lighters.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing March  31— Vessels  inspected,  56;  fees  received, 
$187.00;  expenses,  $21.88;  divided  by  incumbents, 
$165.12.    Sent  down. 

WATER     PIPES       FOR      WARDS       SEVENTEEN      AND 
NINETEEN. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  on  report  of  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Water  covering  request  of  Cochituate 
Water  Board  in  i elation  to  water  pipes  in  Wards 
17  and  19,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  $109,000;  the  said  sum  to 
be  added  to  the  amount  heretofore  borrowed  for 
the  purpose  of  puicbasing  pipes,  etc.,  for  the 
supply  of  water  in  Wards  17  and  19,  to  be  used 
for  the  same  purnose  and  in  laying  down  said 
pipes. 

Read  once. 

PAVING   REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows : 
Repoits  recommending  that  a  permit  be  granted 


to  M.Drinan&Co.  to  move  wooden  buildings  from 
37  Centre  street  to  73  Centre  street,  on  the  usual 
conditions.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  with  orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages, 
as  follows : 

Benjamin  Anthony,  $275,  corner  of  Cabot  and 
Weston  streets. 

John  B.  Voison,  $375,  No.  134  Cabot  street. 

John  Boilanri.  $40tm,  Nos.  19  and  21  Kilby  streit. 

Hiram  A.  Campbell,  $375,  No.  130  Cabot  street. 

\ndrew  Gallagher,  $275, 142  Cabot  street. 

John  F.  &  Martin  Mulligan,  $275,  146  Cabot 
street. 

Orders  severally  read  twice,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man  Power,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  erect  post  hydrants  in  such  locations 
in  the  public  streets  of  this  city  as  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  shall 
approve. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Stieats  be 
directed,  in  conjunction  with  citizens  of  Ward  16, 
to  water  Dudley  and  Stoughtou  streets, between 
Brook  avenue  and  Pleasant  street,  ha  said  ward, 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  roadway  of  said 
streets;  the  expense  thereof  to  the  city  of  Boston, 
not  exceeding  $900  for  the  piesent  season,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Rean  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets  be 
diiecied  to  lay  apiank  walk  ou  Savin  Hill  avenue, 
from  the  Old  Colonv  Railroad  to  the  easterly  end 
ot  Grampian  Way. 

Read  twice  and* passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  abate  the  sidewalk  as-essment 
of  $17.44  against  thf  estate  of  Blidget  McCarthy 
on  Bolton  street,  South  Boston,  she  oeing  uuable 
to  pay  the  same. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $16.63  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Samuel  Larrabee,  on 
Athens  street,  and  the  same  assessed  on  James  B. 
Robb. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $4.39  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  Thomas  Murphy,  No. 
34  K  street,  and  the  same  be  assessed  on  James 
Monks. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  George  W.  Tuckerman,  Albi- 
na  N.  and  Francis  J.  Tay,  and  Thomas  Hulk,  to 
cut  off  and  remote,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
May,  1875,  all  obstructions  in  front  of  their  respect- 
ive estates  on  Telegraph  street,  extenoing  over 
the  line  of  said  street  as  widened  by  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  May  13,  1871.    Passed. 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Encampment 
Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7,  G.  A.  R.,  to  attend 
memorial  services,  at  Music  Hall,  on  Sunday,  May 
23,  next,  when  a  sermon  will  be  delivered  by  Rev. 
W.  H.  H.  Murray. 

Accepted. 

PAY  OF  CONSTABLES. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  v  report  on  petitions  of  H.  P. 
Kennard,  E.  D.  Foss  and  John  Rogers,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  after  April  1,  1875,  and 
until  otherwise  ordered,  the  compensation  of  the 
two  officers  designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of 
the  Municipal  Court  for  the  South  Boston  Dis- 
trict, as  provided  by  section  14,  chapter  216,  of  the 
acts  of  the  year  1862,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $1500 
each  per  annum  ;  also  that  the  compensation  of 
the  one  officer  designated  to  attend  the  sittings 
of  the  Municipal  Court  for  the  Brighton  District 
be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $1200  per  annum,  begini  rug- 
on  said  1st  of  April,  and  continuing  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

Read  once. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Hairis,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers- 
submitted  a  report  on  petition  of  Samuel  Braa- 
street  et  al.,  with  an  order  directiug  the  Superin, 
teudent  of  Sewers  to  construct  a  common  sewer 
in  Park  street,  Charlestown,  between  Call  street 
and  City  square.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Hairis,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
for  land  damages  in  laying  out  and  widening 
streets  as  follows : 
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HeDry  Traiser,  $75,  laying:  out  Francis  street, 
from  Brookline  avenue. 

Catharine  H.  Faunce,  $1000,  widening  of  Rox- 
burv  (formerly  Washington)  streel. 

Rt.  Rev.  Jobn  J.  Williams,  $792.40,  widening 
Bowdoin  street,  Ward  16. 

Martin  Lennon,  $338.80,  laying  out  and  extension 
of  Reed's  court. 

Severally  read  once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  tor  /the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  reports  as  follows: 

Amusement  Licenses  Gianted — Pearson  Broth- 
ers, to  exhibit  pictures  of  Jerusalem  at  old  Pine- 
street  Church,  on  Suoday  evening;  Jacob  Miller, 
to  give  dramatic  entertainment  at  Nassau  Hal], 
663  Washington  street ;  Frank  Edwards,  to  give 
entertainments  from  April  8  to  April. 24,  inclusive. 

Inuhoiders'  Licenses  Granted — Cbapin,  Gurney 
&  Co.,  Tremont  and  Revere  Houses;  Edward 
Franey,  78  Marginal  street,  O.  J.  Gallagher,  63 
Beach  street. 

Victuallers'  Licenses  Granted — Ernst  Gotts- 
chalk,  45  Court  street;  John  N.  Wilfert,  40  Prov- 
ince street;  James  Leavitt,  131  and  137  Dorches- 
ter avenue;  William  F.  Deinpsey,  166  Broadway, 
Soutb  Boston;  Join  H.Lee,  corner  of  Washing- 
ton and  Rockland  streets,  Briehton;  John  F. 
Harvey,  corner  of  Broadway  and  Emeison  streets; 
M.  Mahoney,  171  Haoovei  stieet;  Frank  Barry, 
388  Hanover  street ;  John  Francis,  260  and  262 
North  street;  M.  E.  Shorey,  3  Cbarlestown 
street;  Jr-sse  Wadsworth,  10  Marshall  street; 
James  TX  Davis,  27  North  Market  street; 
E.  G.  Park  &  Co.,  123  Causeway  street;  Sig- 
wart  Anderson,  98  Richmond  street;  Daniel 
Scannell,  236  Commercial  street;  Christian 
Anderson,  corner  Fleet  and  Anderson ;  Jacob 
Weinz,  23  Sudbury  street;  Robert  Goodell,  148y2 
Hanover  street;  Lor  Boodz,  241  Hanover  street; 
Robert  C.  Caspole,103  South  Market  street;  Thom- 
as Heapley,  119  Blackstone  street;  James  S.  Bar- 
ceUo,  242  Friend  street;  Theodore  KDaft,  17  Mai- 
den street;  F.  M.  Forwai  d,  655  Washington  stieet; 
Charles  W.  Seaward,  29  Boylston  street;  Herbert 
Gray,  685  Washington  street;  Johnson  &  Gerrisb, 
50  Pleasant  street;  James  Wall,  corner  E  and 
Seventh  streets;  Patrick  O'Neil,  122  Broadway; 
John  C.  Flood,  70  Cambridge  street;  John  Hol- 
land, 149  Cambridge  street;  Rounds  &  Vaughn, 
61  Green  street;  Horace  F.  Atwell,39  Gieen  street; 
Daniel  Callahan,  151  Leverett  stieet;  F.  Schira,  63 
Sudbury  street;  John  J.  Brickley,  621  Broadway; 
John  C.  Nutter,  33  Green  street;  John  C.  Nutter, 
149  Court  street;  Alexander  Boudron,  104  Sumner 
street;  William  Nichols,  41  Central  square;  Louis 
Robett,  Warren  Bridge;  Cbarles  M.  Dakin,  50 
Sumner  street. 

Victualler's  License  Refused— James  Sullivan, 
80  Pleasant  street. 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — B. 
Gallagher,  459  Atlantic  avenue;  Lazarus  &  Wy- 
zanski,  42  Battery  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— James  Bland,  34  Com- 
merce street;  W.H.Abbott  &  Co.,  701  Tiemont 
street;  D.  T.  Kelley,  4  Custom  House  street;  John 
Bass  &  Co.,  161  Cambridge  stieet;  Lowell  &  Co., 
Lowell  street,  coiner  Barton-street;  F.  Knight  & 
Son,  75  Court  street. 

Auctioneers  Licensed — David  O.  Foye,  28  Con- 
gress street;  George  V.  Quigley,  659  Shawmut  av- 
enue. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Edward  L.  Grueby,  156 
Meridian  street. 

Minors' Applications  Granted— Three  bootblacks, 
16  newsboys. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Thomas  Y.  Wilkin- 
son^ Cox's  Building,  opposite  Norfolk  House; 
Thomas  W.  Dolan,  626  Hat ri^on  avenue;  M.  Ba- 
dermacker,  472  Washington  street;  Frark  Merritt, 
35  Bromhelo  street;  John  C.  Schufele,  626  Broad- 
way ;  Charles  Sargent,  73  Hanover  street. 

Seveially  accepted. 

Also  reports  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following  ordeis : 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
William  Woods,  to  deal  in  second-band  articles  at 
80-82  Lincoln  street,  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Charles 
G.  Brackett  and  F.  H.  Brackett  of  this  city  to  take 
the  nests  and  eggs  of  any  undomesticated  birds 
within  this  city,  or  to  shoot  any  of  such  birds 
within  the  limits  aforesaid,  for  scientific  purposes 
only. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  inquired  as  to  the  license  to 
Pearson  Brothers  to  exhibit  pictures  of  Jerusalem 


at  old  Pine-street  Church  on  Sunday  evening, 
whether  rn  admission  fee  is  to  be  charged,  and 
doubted  the  piopi iety  of  allowing  entertaments 
at  that  time. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  there  were  exhibi- 
tions at  Parker  Memorial  Hall  on  Sunday-even- 
ings. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  Sunday  evening  con- 
certs were  authorized  by  the  statute  law. 

Alderman  Burrage  could  see  no  harm  in  the  pro- 
posed entertainment. 

A  motion  to  recommit,  by  Alderman  Harris,  was 
lost. 

Alderman  Prescott  suggested  that  Alderman 
Steboins  was  on  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  and 
should  be  able  to  give  the  information.  He  did  n't 
believe  in  giving  licenses  of  this  nature  for  enter- 
tainer; ents  on  Sunday  evening. 

Alderman  Bigelow  said  the  matter  had  come 
through  tbe  usual  channels  in  the  City  Clerk's  of- 
fice, and  he  could  not  give  all  the  details. 

Alderman  Worthington  had  no  doubt  that  it  was 
a  proper  exhibition  for  Sunday  evening,  as  it  was 
an  illustrated  lecture  upon  scei  es  of  the  Bible. 

The  Chairman  ^aid  the  report  had  already  beem 
accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  recommencing  the 
granting  of  permits  to  locate  steam  engines  by 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  at  corner  of 
Wareham  street  and  Harrison  avenue;  and  by 
Charles  H.  Bacon  in  rear  of  486  Harrison  avenue. 
Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  W  oi  thin  gton  submitted  reports  from 
tkQ  Committee  on  Health  on  'he  part  of  the  Board 
severally  recom.nending  the  granting,  on  the  usu- 
al conditions,  of  permit"  to  erect  stables  by  Thom- 
as Riog,  Wmship  st:eet,  Ward  19;  Otis  H.  Weed, 
Culvert  stieet;  James  H.  Lombard.  Chapman 
street,  Charlestown.    Severally  accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Wortkingtou  submitted  reports  from 
tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  severally  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw  en  tbe  petitions  of 
Patrick  M.  Kelleher,  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tremont 
street;  and  William  Bohrmann,  to  be  compensat- 
ed for  damage  to  his  property  by  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment.   Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

MEMBERS  OF  COCHIT0ATE  WATER    BOARD. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  a  report  from  the 
joint  special  committee  to  nominate  members  of 
the  Cocbituate  Water  Board,  recommending  the 
election  of  Thomas  Gogin  auo  Charles  R.  McLean 
as  rr embers  at  large  for  two  years.    Accepted. 

The  Board   proceeded   to  ballot  on   motion  of 
Alderman  Quincy,  who,  with  Alderman  Stebbins, 
was  appointeo  a  'committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.    Ihey  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  tor  a  choice 7 

Thomas  Gogin  had 12 

Charles  E.  McLean 8 

Leonard  B.  Cutter 4 

And  Messrs.  Gogin  aud  McLean  were  declared 
elected.    Sent  down. 

NINETEENTH    OF  APRIL. 

Alderman  Stebbi  s  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  cause  the 
flags  to  be  drsplayed  on  the  public  buildings  rn 
the  city  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  being  tbe  occa- 
sion of  the  ceutennial  celebration  of  the  battles  of 
Lexington  aud  Concord;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  several  departments  of  the 
City  Government  be  closed  at  twelve  o'clock 
noon,  on  Monday,  the  19th  day  of  April,  1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SCHOOL  EXPENSES. 

Alderrain  Prescott,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  submitted  a  report  that  the 
order  to  transfer  $19,266.44  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  school  instructors  to  the  appropriation 
for  school  expenses,  ought  to  pass.  Report  ac- 
cepted and  said  order  passed — ye»s  12,  nay?  0. 
Sent  down. 

FANEUrL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescott,  for  the  Committee  on  Fau- 
euil  Hall,  submitted  a  report  recommending  the 
granting  of  the  petition  of  Alpheus  Hardy  ct  al., 
for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  May  27,  for  a  festival. 
Accepted. 
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STORAGE   OF  PETROLEUM. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  ot  the 
Board,  recommending  that  a  permit  be  grained 
Samuel  Walker  &  Co.,  to  store  petroleum  at  33 
India  street.    Accepted. 

THE   SYSTEM  OF   KEEPING    THE    CITY'S   ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  two 
Aldermen,  with  such  as  the  Council  may  join,  b  e 
appointed  to  examine  the  books  and  aceounts  of 
the  Treasurer's  Department  and  of  the  Auditoi'S' 
Department,  to  see  if  any  improvement  is  necessa- 
ry or  practicable  in  the  system  of  keeping  ac- 
counts in  those  departments;  and  in  connection 
therewith  to  see  if  the  manner  in  which  accnci.cs 
are  kept  and  rendered  by  other  city  departments 
requires  any  cbanee — with  a  view  that  the  records 
of  the  financial  operations  of  the  city. shell  be 
kept  in  the  form  best  calculated  to  insure  accura- 
cy and  convenience  for  leference. 

Alderman  Stebbins— We  have  three  committees 
on  those  departments  already,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  they  ought  to  be  able  to  furnish  all  the  in- 
formation desired  in  leference  to  the  method  of 
keeping  the  accounts,  and  to  offer  suggestions  as 
to  needed  changes.  Before  passing  the  order,  1 
think  we  had  better  bear  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department,  or  from  some  of  the 
three  committees  who  have  cognizance  of  the 
financial  department. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  of  course  well  known  to 
everybody  that  the  office  of  Treasurer  is  vacant, 
and  that  there  undoubtedly  will  be  a  reorganiza- 
tion of  that  department.  Our  city  has  grown 
from  a  small  one  to  a  very  large  one,  and  it  is 
possible  that  there  may  he  some  better  method  of 
keeping  the  accounts  of  this  and  the  other  de- 
partment... I  offered  that  order  by  request  of 
members  of  the  City  Government  who  are  well 
qualified  to  judge  in  the  matter  of  keeping  ac- 
counts, and  have  had  experience.  If  I  thought 
this  order  wis  piompted  by  any  intention  to  cast 
a  slur  upon  ai  y  head  of  a  department 
and  this  Government,  1  should  not  of- 
fer it.  I  have  alluded  at  different  times  to  the 
different  he. ids  of  departments,  and  have  meant 
what  I  said.  I  have' felt  it  my  duty  to  do  them 
justice  by  expressing  the  opiniou,  when  I  thought 
my  te>  m  of  office  was  about  to  expire,  that  the 
city  of  Boston  is  specially  foitunate  in  having 
heads  of  departments,  of  such  honesty  aud  integ- 
rity, and  fidelity  to  their  duties.  If  I  thought  this 
order  was  intended  to  jast  a  slur  upon  the  h  ails 
of  departments,  I  would  not  offer  it.  The 
gentlemen  who  suggested  it  are  of  the 
highest  standing  in  tnis  Government  today, 
and  their  motives  aie  for  the  benefit  of 
the  heads  of  the  departments  and  the 
city  ;  and  I  believe  it  will  corroborate  the  opinion 
I  have  expressed  of  the  heads  of  departments.  I 
undei  stand  nothing  about  bookkeeping,  and  as  it 
is  customary  to  appoint  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee the  member  who  offers  an  order,  I  request 
the  Chair  to  make  an  exception  in  this  case,  as  I 
do  not  understand  bookkeeping.  As  the  Treas- 
urer's office  is  vacant  now,  it  may  be  that  such  a 
committee  may  be  of  advantage  in  laying  out  a 
system  of  keeping  accounts  more  appropriate  to 
the  size  and  business  of  the  city  than  is  the  system 
established  at  the  time  of  the  creation  of  that 
office.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  received  and 
passed  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  meant. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  don't  think  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  appoint  a  new  committee  to  examine 
the  Treasurer's  accounts,  because  I  think  the 
committee  on  that  department  ba/e  full  powers. 
I  am  ignorant  as  to  the  other  cepartments,  and 
gentlemen  who  have  been  in  the  Government 
many  years  can  tell  better  than  I  can  in  regard  to 
the  w;int  of  system,  whatever  it  may  be,  and  I 
cannot  judge  by  the  necessity  of  this  investiga- 
tion. 

Alderman  Stebbios— Why  not  constitute  this 
committee  of  the  Committee  on  the  treasury  De- 
partment, as  it  embraces  members  who  know 
what  is  needed,  and  what  system  is  best  for  the 
department.!  In  the  other  branch  is  Mr.  Pea- 
body,  an  eminent  finaneier,  and  Mr.  Parker,  also 
a  well-known  financier.  It  seems  to  me  we  could- 
n't have  a  better  committee.  I  move  as  an  amend- 
ment that  the  committee  consist  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasury  Depaitment. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  seems  hardly  proper  to 
put  this  duty  upon  the  Treasury  Committee.  They 
have  a  duty  to  pei form  in  regard  to  that  depart- 
ment, and  it  would  not  be  proper  to  have  them 


supervise  others.  1  think  we  had  better  have 
another  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  understand  the  purport 
of  the  order  to  be  ro  examine  the  method  of  keep- 
ing accounts  in  the  Treasury  Department  and  to 
suggest  some  new  method.  The  accounts  in  the 
Auditor's  Department  are  very  simple,  requiring 
but  very  few  books  compared  to  those  in  the 
Treasurer's  Department.  I  think  it  had  better  go 
to  the  Cou  mittee  on  the  Treasury. 

Alderman  Burrage — If  I  understand  the  order 
aright,  it  embraces  all  the  departments. 

Alderman  Bigelow — My  impression  is  that  it  had 
better  be  referred  10  a  special  committee.  If  it 
related  to  the  treasury  only,  it  would  be  proper  to 
send  it  to  that  coniniitee;  Dut  it  relates  to  the 
Auditor's  and  other  department-,  and  it  is  emi- 
nently proper  that  it  shoald  go  to  a  special  com- 
mittee.  • 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8  will  not  press  hn  motion,  but  that  the 
special  committee  will  be  appointed.  There  are 
members  of  this  Board  who  are  experts  at  book- 
keeping, and  1  hope  they  will  be  chosen.  The 
order  is  offered  as  much  for  the  vindication  of 
some  officers  as  anything  else,  and  I  thinK  it  will 
meet  the  approval  of  every  member  of  this  Board. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  was  lost. 

Tlie  order  was  passed,  i.ad  Aldermen  Stebbins 
and  Bigelow  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee.  I  don't  know  what  is 
intended  by  it.  It  may  be  a  continuation  of  the 
little  scene  last  Monday,  when  the  Alderman  from 
the  Highlands  got  so  excited. 

Alderman  Worthiniiton — I  didn't  get  excited; 
it  was  the  Aldeiuian  from  Ward  8  who  got  ex- 
cited. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  Al  ierinan  from  the 
Highlands  did  get  excited  and  said  wait  till  next 
week  until  he  could  «how  us  something.  I  beg  to 
be  excused. 

Alderman  Power— I  think  my  word  ought  to  be 
taken  for  the  way  in  which  the  order  is  offered. 
There  is  no  reason  for  me  to  reiterate  the  state- 
ment. This  order  intends  no  slur  or  stigma  upon 
any  department,  and  I  would  not  have  offered  it 
had  I  not  believed  the  Chairman  would  appoint 
experts  on  the  committee.  I  never  shirk  any 
duty  that  I  feel  belongs  to  me,  and  if  I  pretended 
to  know  anything  about  bookkeeping  I  would 
serve  upon  the  committee.  I  assure  eentlemen 
that  no  unkindness  is  meant  towards  any  head  of 
a  department. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
serving  upon  the  committee. 

The  Chairman— In  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee the  Chair  selected  the  only  members  whom 
he  knew  to  be  familiar  with  bookkeeping.  Un- 
doubtedly there  are  otheis. 

The  Board  refused  to  excuse  Alderman  Steb- 
bins.       «• 

Al  German  Bigelow— I  had  no  idea  until  today 
that  this  order  was  to  be  offered.  I  think,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, that  some  changes  might  be  suggest- 
ed, and  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  appoint  a 
special  committee]  to  see  what  changes  are  re- 
quited. Some  suggestions  have  been  made  in  re- 
gard to  changes  in  the  system  of  keeping  books 
in  the  Treasury  Department.  The  present  book- 
keeper there  is  very  competent,  but  his  system  is 
very  peculiar;  he  understands  it  and  is  very  cor- 
rect. But  it  has  been  thought  by  some  members 
of  the  committee  that  it  might  be  improved.  No 
unkind  feeling  is  intended  by  this  order;  it  is 
a  question,  merely  a  question,  as  to  the  expediency 
of  keeping  books  in  a  certain  way. 

Sent  down. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  RAILROAD. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Burrage.  the  order 
granting  a  location  to  South  Boston  Railroad  in 
Washington,  Milk  aud  flawley  streets,  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  granting  of  this  loca- 
tion seems  to  be  the  first  step  towards  the  solution 
of  this  railroad  problem.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
tracks  should  be  laid  as  soon  as  the  frost  is  out  of 
the  ground,  so  that  we  may  arrange  these  whole 
routes,  which  carnot  be  done  if  this  order  is  with- 
drawn. 

Alderman  Stebbins  —  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  company  will  not  build  this  track  if  they 
are  compelled  to  run  alltbeii  cars  over  that  routs? 
If  that  is  so,  why  pass  this  order? 

Alderman  Burrage— I  don't  understand  that  any 
decision  nas  been  made.  I  didn't  understand  the 
Chairman  to  say  that. 
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Alderman  Stebbins — He  conveyed  that  impres- 
sion. 

Alderman  Burrage— That  may  be  the  ease.  They 
desire  to  have  this  location,  and  the  restrictions 
will  come  up  afterwards. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  it  from  a  director  of 
the  road  that  they  don't  propose  to  abandon  the 
CornhiU  route.  There  is  a  way  to  reach  the  same 
result.  "We  can  give  this  location  to  another  com- 
pany. I  should  like  some  comprehensive  plan,  ( 
and  not  try  to  remedy  this  thing  by  piecemeal. 

Alderman  Burrage— We  cannot  compel  roads  to 
run  through  a  street  unless  a  track  is  laid,  and  we 
can  do  so  when  the  track  is  down.  Ihe  Metro- 
politan road  tave  petitioned  lor  a  track  in  Wash- 
ington street,  from  Milk  to  Summer  street.  I 
think  we  had  better  grant  this  location, 
and  if  the  South  Boston  road  don't  accept  it  we 
will  lit  some  other  corporation  lay  down  the 
track.  We  desire  to  have  the  thing  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  we  can  get  at  it.  We  cannot  prescribe 
routes  until  the  tracks  are  laid. 

Alderman  Power— Tne  gentleman  wants  the 
whole  difficulty  remedied  at  once,  There  must  be 
a  beginning  somewhere.  This  will  take  half  the 
cars  off  Tjemout  street,  and  everybody  knows  it 
will  be  a  great  relief.  Then,  if  it  is  necessary,  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  Bcrd  to  prescribe  what 
route  the  cars  shall  run  od.  The  company  say  that 
if  compelled  to  take  all  their  cars  off  Coinhill, 
they  would  rather  not  accept  this  location.  They 
feel  certain  it  will  diminish  the  evil.  They  ex- 
pect to  be  allowed  to  run  some  of  their  cars  near 
the  northern  depots.  Unless  this  track  is  laid, 
you  cannot  compel  them  to  run  in  those  streets. 

Alderman  Prescott— Have  this  Board  full  pow- 
ers to  compel  them  w  run  all  their  cars  upon  this 
route  ? 

Alderman  Power — As  I  understand  it,  the  Board- 
have  power  to  stop  their  cars  anywheie,  whether 
at  Boylston  or  Beach  street,  or  Federal-street 
bridge. 

Alderman  Worthington — No  question  about  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  have  heard  si  contrary 
opinion  expressed  by  those  who  are  competent  to 
ludge.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  remedying  the 
matter  by  piecemeal.  It  is  strange  that  wheu  we 
discuss  this  matter  heie  the  blocks  in  ihe  streets 
cease.  The  South  Boston  road  have  heen  running 
up  Washington  street  to  Temple  place  this  winter, 
where  a  location  has  never  been  granted  them.  I 
must  say  I  am  suspicious  of  the  way  it  comes  be- 
fore the  Board. 

Alderman  Power— The  South  Boston  road  runs 
some  400  cars  round  this  circuit,  and  if  they  take 
off  half  that  number  it  must  be  a  great  zelief  to 
the  street.  There  must  be  a  beginning  some- 
wheie.  If  gentlemen  thiuk  this  is  an  improper 
location,  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  Burrage — About  thirty  cars  an  hour 
are  run  round  CornhiU  by  the   South  Boston  com- 


pany, and  a  Beginning  must  be  made  somewhere. 
When  this  track  is  down,  I  think  we  can  b-ing 
forward  a  plan  that  will  satisfy  the  Alderman, 
and  I  don't  see  how  we  can  do  anything  till  it  is 
laid. 

A  motion  to  lav  on  the  table,  by  Alderaaan  Pres- 
cott, was  rejected  and  the  older  was  passed. 

STBEET-  SWEEPING  MACHINES. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  ao  order  was  passed  for  purchase  of 
eight  street-sweeping  machines,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $400  for  each  machine,  and  to  allow  time 
to  give  information  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health,  he  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table.    Carried. 

SUPPLIES  FOK  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Piescott  the  Board  took 
up  the  ordinance  to  amena  the  ordinance  relating 
to  public  institutions,  by  striking  out  from  the 
seventh  section  [Ordinances,  page  403]  all  words 
between  '-price"  in  the  fourth  line  and  "no"  in  the 
eighteenth  line;  also  by  inserting  in  the  eighth 
section,  after  the  word  "expenditure"  in  the  third 
line,  the  words  "and  receipts  in  detail  for  the  pre- 
ceding quarter." 

Alderman  Prescott  read  the  folio  wing  section  of 
the  ordinance  it  w&s  proposed  to  strike  out: 

"When  the  supplies  or  materials  to  be  ootained 
exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  §300,  the  Board  shall 
advertise  in  the  newspapers  employed  by  the  city 
to  publish  its,  advertisements  for  sealed  proposals 
to  furnish  such  supplies  or  materials,  describing 
particularly  the  quality  and  quantity  required, 
and  the  times  and  places  of  delivery. "  Such  pro- 
posals as  may  be  received  shall  be  opened  at  a 
public  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  the  contracts 
shall  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder;  provided, 
the  Board  shall  deem  it  for  the  best  inter  est  of  the 
city;  and  the  person  contracting  shall  furnish  sat- 
isfactory security  tor  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  contract." 

He  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  following: 

"When  fuel  is  to  be  obtained  for  either  of  the 
public  instf  tutions  exceeding  in  value  the  sum  of 
S1000  the  Board  shall  advertise  lor  proposals  to 
fnrnish  the  same,  and  shall  contract  with  the 
lowest  bidder,  if  the  Board  deem  it  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  city  so  to  do." 

Alderman  Barrage — Does  n't  that  leave  it  en- 
tirely to  their  discretion? 

Alderman  Prescott— It  obliges  them  to  adver- 
tise, and.  if  the  interest  of  the  city  admits,  to 
contract  with  the  lowest  bidder. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — 9  for,  2  agaiust— 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  to 
tomorrow  evening  at  seven  o'clock. 


196 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    6,    1875. 


Adjourned  meeting  at  7  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Claik,  Chairman,  presiding. 

CENTENNIAL  OBSERVANCE. 

Alderrnan  Vile?  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  liis  Honor  tlie  Mayor  cause  to  be 
placed  in  the  steeple  of  the  old  North  Church  two 
lights,  on  the  evening  of  April  18th,  it  toeing  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  time  that  Paul  Re- 
vere caused  them  to  be  placed  there  to  warn  the 
inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  couotryof  the 
movements  of  the  British  Armv  towards  Lexing- 
ton and  Concord;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

The  Board  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  new  charter,  and  Alderman  Prescott  submit- 
ted an  amendment  for  tie  reorganization  of  tbe 
School  Committee,  winch,  after  discussiou,  was 
adopted- 


It  provides  that  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of 
the  City  Council,  shall  appoint filtten  persons,  not 
members  of  the  City  Council,  to  constitute  the 
Board  of  Education,  to  serve  without  compensa- 
non.  The  membeis  of  the  School  Committee  hold- 
ing office  m  the  year  1876  shall  continue  to  hold 
office  until  the  first  Monday  in  May  of  that  year, 
when  their  term  shall  terminate.  The  board  shall 
have  a  Secretary  not  of  their  own  number,  an  Au- 
diting Clerk,  and  such  other,  subordinate  officers 
as  they  may  d?em  expedient,  B.nd  shall  define 
their,  duties,  fix  their  compensation  aod  remove 
them  at  pleasure.  The  boara  ehall  have  the  suspen- 
sion and  direction  of  the  public  schools,  and 
shall  have  the  powets  and  peifoim  the 
duties  in  relation  to  the  caie  and  man- 
agement of  schools,  which  the  selectmen  of 
towns  cr  school  committees  are  now  author- 
ized or  required  by  law  to  perform,  except 
so  far  as  they  may  be  changed  or  modified  by  the 
act.  They  may  eleet  teachers  and  may  discharge 
those  now  in  office  as  well  as  those  hereafter  elect- 
ed. They  may  appoint  janitors  for  the  school- 
houses,  fix  their  compensation,  designate  their 
duties  and  uischarge  them  at  pleasure.  They 
shall  elect  a  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  a 
Board  of  Supervisors,  consisting  of  not  less  than 
thr-3e  nor  more  than  six  members,  and  shall  de- 
fine their  duties  and  fix  their  compensation. 

The  committee  rose  at  10  P.  M.  and  the  Board 
adjourned  to  tomorrow  evening  at  seven  o'clock 
P.M. 
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Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  tbe  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Various  petitions  were  referred. 

Reports  of  Inspector  of  Lighters,  and  Chief  of 
Police  in  regard  to  free  soup.    Placed  on  file. 

Mayor's  message  appointing  Charles  F.  Choate, 
J.  F.  Osgood  and  Edward  S.  Wood  as  Gas  Com- 
missioners.   Placed  on  rile. 

The  report  nominating  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  came  down  recommitted,  with  instruc- 
tions to  nominate  a  candidate  in  place  of  F.  A. 
Peters,  who  declines  to  serve.    Concurred. 

Report",  leave  to  withdraw,  o~>  petitions — 1.  Of 
William  Bohrmann,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages to  his  property  by  ths  Fire  Department  2. 
Of  Pattick  M.  Ki  lleher,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
Jrom  an  alleged  defect  in  the  public  street.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

Order  to  close  the  City  Departments  at  noon  on 
Monday.  19th  April.    Passed. 

Order  for  tht  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to 
cause  the  bell'  of  the  Maverick  Congregational 
Society  to  be  rung  at  the  usual  morning,  noon, 
and  evening  hours.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  ot  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
recommending  ths  passage  of  the  order  for  a 
transfer  of  $19,290.44  from" the  appiopriation  for 
"School  Instructor?"  to  that  for  "School  Expen- 
ses, School  Committee."  Report  accepted,  and 
said  order  parsed  in  coneuneuce — yeas  CO,  nays  0. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  m 
relation  to  public  institutions.  Laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed, on  motion  of  Mr.  Kim- 
ball of  Ward  6. 

Report  nominating  Thomas  Cogin  and  Charles 
R.  McLean  as  members  of  the  Coc.hituate  Water 
Board  for  two  years,  and  certificate  of  the  election 
of  such  persons  as  said  officers,  by  the  other 
branch.  Report  accepted,  and  nominations  laid 
over. 

An  invitation  for  Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  at- 
tend memorial  service  at  the  Music  Hall  on  the 
Sunday  preceding  Decoration  Day  by  Cbarlc*  Rus- 
sell Lowell  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  came  down  to  toe  ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 


Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  suggested  that  it  was  not 
intended  for  ihis  branch,  ani  had  no  business 
here. 

Tbe  President  suggested  that  it  was  pcs;ibly  a 
matter  of  courtesy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  the  invitation  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

THE    SV6TEM    OF    KEEPING    THE    CITY    ACCOUNTS. 

An  order  came  down  for  an  examination  into 
tbe  method  of  keeping  accounts  in  the  offices  of 
the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  aud  m  other  city  de- 
partments, and  for  rhe  appointment  of  a  joint 
special  committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  wish  to  make  some  iu- 
quiiy  as  to  the  uecessityof  this  order, anc  whether 
anybody  knows  wheuce  it  originated,  wad  what  it 
is.  It  seems  to  me  as  if  the  i.iea  is  to  incorporate 
some  new  legislation  about  Ciry  Hall.  It  may  be 
necessary  enough,  but  I  would  like  to  have  some 
reasons  given  for  it.  It  there  is  to  be  a  system  of 
espionage  about  City  Hall,  let  u?  know  it.  If  it  is 
necessary  let  us  know  it.  It  is  the  first  I  have 
heard  of'anything  of  the  kind,  and  as  one  mem- 
bei  of  this  Council  I  would  like  to  know  what  is 
intended.  1  should  certainly  never  vote  for  an 
order  of  this  kind  unless  sone  good  reason  is 
given  for  it. 

Mr.  Pe.b^dy  of  Ward  9 — I  had  uo  hand  in  the 
introduction  of  this  order;  but  being  chairman 
on  the  part  of  this  branch  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Treasury.  I  would  say  that  I  feel  no  sensitive- 
ness at  all  about  it.  On  the  contrary  I  feel  per- 
fectly williug  to  have  the  utmost  investigation 
into  tbe  Treasury  Department,  md  snail  vote  for 
the  orders.  Whenever  any  matter  of  investiga- 
tion comes  up,  I  think  it  is  wise  to  vote  lor  ir. 
Tbe  principle  is  a  good  one  to  welcome  lnvestig  - 
tions,  and  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  Committee 
I  would  say  that  we  di  welcome  it. 

Mi.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  n't  for  a  nioniei  t 
be  supposed  io  place  myself  in  opposition  to  any- 
thing like  an  investigation.  1  am  alwsys  ready  to 
meet  anything  of  the  kind,  I  suppose  t'rere  must 
be  some  re  isoe  toi  it.  We  certainly  have  an  able 
Finance  Committee,  aud,  green  though  I  be.  I 
had  supposed  it  was  their  business  their  inheienl 
right  to  examine  all  matters  in  regard  to  tbe  de- 
partments under  their  management,  it  it 
;s  aimed  at  any  one  department,  why  let 
us  know  it,  and  lit  us  know  whether  it  in- 
cludes other  departments.  It  is  entirely  fresh  to 
me.  I  don't  propose  to  object  to  i:.  but  am  only 
aking  for  in  formation.  There  is  undoubtedly  some 
i:  -,-on  fur  it,  ai  d  I  would  like  to  have  that  reason 
stated.  We  are  here  to  attend  to  the  public  busi- 
ness.   If  the  department  accounts  are   not   kept 
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straight  let  us  say  so  here,  in  open  Council,  and 
let  the  blame  fall  where  it  will. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— It  seems  toj  me  that  the 
gentleman  labors  under  some  misapprehension  as 
to  the  nature  of  that  order,  as  1  understand  it. 
He  speaks  of  it  as  a  matter  of  investigation.  I 
don't  so  understand  it.  It  is  simply  that  the  ac- 
counts of  the  various  departments  have  grown  up 
from  the  day  of  small  things— from  a  time  when 
they  were  much  less  m  magnitude  than  now.  The 
amount  of  the  cirv's  accounts  is  very  large  and 
rapiilly  increasing.  In  connection  with  Treasurer's 
and  Auditor's  departments  are  also  the  accounts 
of  all  the  public  institutions.  As  I  understand 
it,  the  sole  object  of  that  order  is  to  ascertain 
whether  the  system  is  simple  and  efficacious,  and 
whether  all  these  accounts  are  entered  in  such  a 
shape  as  to  be  reaoily  understood,  and  whether 
all  the  proper  checks  are  upon  them.  I  under- 
stood that  that  is  the  sole  object  of  the  o.der,  and 
that  it  is  not  a  hit  at  any  department. 

Mr  Train  of  Ward  13— It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  says,  there  should 
be  some  specific  reason  given  for  this  examina- 
tion. It  seems  to  cast  a  reflection  or  implies  that 
something  wrong  has  been  discovered.  I  cannot 
look  at  it  in  any  other  light,  and  I  consider  it  the 
duty  of  the  committee  to  state  whether  they  have 
discovered  a  descrepancy  in  any  of  the  accounts. 
Give  us  some  idea  of  what  we  are  to  vote  for.  I 
cannot  vote  for  an  order  to  examiue  the  accounts 
of  the  Auditor  or  Treasurer  on  general  principles. 
If  there  is  the  least  suspicion,  any  laxity  in  the 
keeping  of  accounts,  let  it  be  explained. 

Mi .  Noyes  of  Ward  5—1  move  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— I  hope  that  cow se  will 
not  be  taken.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  13  says 
that  reasons  ought  to  be  given  for  it.  It  is  obvious 
that  in  an  order  of  this  kind  it  might  not  be  wise 
to  invite  discussion  upon  it,  because  that  very 
discussion  would  make  whatever  could  be  dis- 
agreeable in  the  nature  of  such  a  thing.  There  is 
nothing  disagreeable  in  the  order  itself ;  as  I  un- 
derstand it  nothing  is  inteuded  to  be  so.  The  gen- 
tleman assumes  that  there  is  some  reason  for 
it.  If  he  assumes  that,  why  cannot  he 
act  upon  that  assumption,  without  inviting  dis- 
cussion upon  a  thing  that  perhaps  had  better  not 
be  discussed?  At  this  time,  when  there  is  a  va- 
cancy in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  as  to  the  best  mode  of  remodelling 
that  department,  as  has  been  suggested  in  the 
new  charter,  and  for  the  reason  that  I  gave 
when  I  was  up  before,  that  no  such  examination 
has  been  made  for  a  great  many  years,  I 
think  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Council  to  pass 
this  order.  So  far  as  1  understand  it.it  is  not, 
I  repeat,  ia  the  nature  of  an  investigation, 
or  wliat  is  commonly  understood  by  that  term. 
I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  proposed  to  exam- 
ine the  books  to  see  if  the  cash  is  correct,  or 
anything  of  the  kind;  but  to  do  just  what  has 
been  stated— to  see  if  the  system  of  keeping  the 
accounts  is  the  most  practical  one. 

Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8—1  thick  the  Treasury 
Committee  is  capable  of  attending  to  that  matter. 
They  have  studied  into  the  matter  and  given  at- 
tention to  it.  If  there  are  any  suggestions  as  to 
improving!  the  system,  I  don't  Know  that  the 
special  committee  can  make  them  any  better  than 
the  regular  committee. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  moved  to  refer  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department 
and  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  do  not  know  why  this 
order  was  introduced  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
but  I  can  see  that  if  this  matter  is  to  be  looked 
into  it  is  much  better  to  appoint  a  special  commit- 
tee, in  order  that  their  recommendations  maybe 
alike  as  to  all  the  departments.  I  should  judge 
from  what  I  have  heaid  that  the  intention  is  to 
simplify  tne  keeping  of  the  accounts  in  City  Hall, 
so  that  there  shall  be  a  common  method  of  keep- 
ing: the  accounts  in  all  the  departments.  I  hope 
the  special  committee  will  be  appointed,  and  that 
the  order  will  not  go  to  two  or  tbiee  committees. 
Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — We  are  getting  some  little 
information  upon  this  matter.  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  members  of  the  City  Government  that 
we  have  now  one  of  the  best  systems  in  the  world 
for  keeping  accounts.  If  this  is  aimed  at  any 
one  department  or  officer,  it  ought  to  be  bi  ought 
out  now.  I  am  opposed  to  secret  investigation,  to 
having  committee  s  sit  in  secret.  I  am  opposed  to 
the  present  system  of  having  Star  Chamber  inves- 
tigations of  the  police.    I  think  that  in  a  republi- 


can form  of  government  such  as  that  which  has 
given  us  our  charter,  if  a  charge  is  made 
against  a  policeman  —and  this  is  only  by  way  of 
lllustiation— that  the  examination  should  be 
made  before  the  public.  It  is  true  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  although  we  ought  to  have,  in 
my  judgment;  there  never  should  be  a  committee 
in  tms  City  Hall  that  is  not  a  joint  committee. 
We  are  elected  upon  the  same  ticket  with  the 
members  of  the  other  branch,  to  serve  the  city  at 
the  same  time,  and  in  my  judgment  there  should 
be  none  but  joint  committees.  I  am  illustrating  this 
matter  at  the  present  time,  because  I  am  opposed  to 
secret  sessions.  If  there  is  reason  to  make  a  chai  e^e 
against  any  one  department,  bring  it  before  the 
people.  If  there  is  a  culprit,  bring  him  before 
this  tribunal ;  but  I  am  opposed  to  this  secret 
business.  I  ani  opposed  to  having  gome  one  rise 
in  his  place — it  has  not  been  done  in  this  case  be- 
cause the  order  comes  from  the  other  branch — to 
charge  that  any  department  needs  investigation 
because  it  is  not  stated  what  that  department  is. 
It  is  aimed  at  something.  If  there  is  a  culprit, 
bring  him  Defore  the  whole  City  Council  and  the 
public.  I  would  n't  have  any  secret,  Star 
Chamber  trial  of  policemen.  If  a  policeman  is 
charged  with  being  derelict  be  should  be  exam- 
ined publicly.  I  think  any  man  would  rather  be 
examined  in  a  star  chamber  than  before  the  whole 
public.  I  merely  take  the  case  of  a  police- 
man, because  it  is  the  practice  heie  to  ex- 
amine them  in  private.  Now,  if  there  is  to 
be  an  investigation  of  any  department  it  should 
be  before  the  whole  public.  1  don't 
know  what  the  intention  of  the  committee 
is.  I  have  been  told  that  the  books  in  all 
the  important  departments  are  properly  and 
well  kept.  If  any  one  is  derelict  let  us 
know  it.  That  order  means  something  or 
nothing.  What  department  is  aimed  at?  What 
books  are  kept  right,  and  what  are  not  kept 
right?  Is  the  system  of  double  entry  to  be  car- 
ried out  in  these  departments  in  oroer  to  have 
proper  checks  and  balances?  If  so,  say  so.  Say 
what  it  is.  I  don't  wish  to  stifle  investigation  at 
all.  I  will  go  further  than  any  other  man  in  in- 
vestigation, but  1  want  to  know  where  the  trouble 
is. 

Mr.  Jaqius  of  Ward  9 — I  am  not  disposed  to 
press  the  passage  of  this  order;  but  I  wish  to  cor- 
rect the  course  which  the  discussion  has  taken. 
This  is  so  simple  and  judicious  a  matter  that  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  unfortunate  that  those  who  op- 
pose the  passage  of  the  order  should  think 
that  it  covers  something  that  does  not  ap- 
pear. That  assumption  is  entirely  gratui- 
tous. What  was  said  by  the  gentleman  covers 
the  whole  question.  The  object  of  the  order 
seems  to  be  10  ascertain  if  we  have  or  can  have  a 
system  that  is  harmonious  in  all  its  parts.  By  re- 
ferring to  the  committees  of  different  depart- 
ments, the  thing  could  not  be  reached  at  all.  The 
only  way  in  which  the  spirit  of  that  order  can  be 
carried  out  is  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee.  It 
is  to  make  an  examination,  not  an  investigation. 
They  are  simply  to  examine  the  present  system 
and  see  if  it  is  the  most  practical  one. 
Mr.  Train's  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 
Mr.  Train  moved  to  refer  the  order  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  where  it  originated. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10 — The  gentleman  is  in 
error  in  saying  the  order  originated  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance;  it  didn't  come  from  that  com- 
mittee. I  think  that  members  are  wandering 
away  from  the  subject.  This  is  simply  to  see 
whether  or  not  we  have  the  best  system  of  keep- 
ing the  accounts.  We  have  grown  to  be  a  large 
institution,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  the 
best  system  of  bookkeeping  should  be  adopted. 
As  I  understand  it,  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  com- 
mittee of  experts,  gentlemen  familiar  with  ac- 
counts, as,  perhaps,  all  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  are  not.  I  can  see  no  harm 
in  it. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  don't  wish  to  be  cap- 
tious ;  I  wish  to  have  it  fairly  and  squarely  set- 
tled. If  the  Committee  on  Finance  are  not  com- 
petent to  make  the  examination,  no  committee 
are,  for  I  am  proud  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
this  year.  If  it  is  proposed  to  make  an  examina- 
tion and  not  an  investigation,  that  Finance  Com- 
mittee is  the  proper  one  to  refer  it  to. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence. 

The  President  joined  Messrs.  Jaques  of  Ward 
9,  Lappen  of  Ward  12,  and  Howes  of  Ward  11  to 
the  committee. 
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THE  APPKOPBIATION    BILL. 

The  orders  for  the  specific  appropriations  and 
laying  a  tax  (City  Document,  No.  37)  came  down 
with  the  following  amendments; 

Page  9— Insert  "Maiden  Bridge,  to  rebuild, 
$70,000." 

Page  11— "School  Expenses,  School  Committee," 
strike  out  $114  000.00,"  and  insert  "$105,000.00"; 
and  alter  the  footing  for  Schools  and  School- 
houses  to  "$1,753,700." 

Page  12— Make  the  grand  total  of  appropria- 
tions $12,302,305. 

Page  14 — In  the  orders  laying  a  specific  tax, etc., 
strike  out  "$9,658,187,"  and  insert  "$9,721,016." 

The  quescion  was  taken  first  on  the  amendment 
for  rebuilding  Maiden  Bridge,  $70,000. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— When  this  appropria- 
tion bill  camp  before  the  Council  as  a  whole  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  that  commit- 
tee held  a  meeting  and  considered  all  the  items. 
The  appropriation  in  regard  to  this  bridge  caused 
a  great  deal  of  discussion,  and  finally  the  commit- 
tee sent  for  the  Eogineer  and  examined  him  very 
thoroughly  upon  the  state  of  Maiden  Bridge.  The 
committee  finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  not  be  wi^e  to  repair  Chelsea  Bridge  and 
build  Maiden  Bridge  in  the  same  summer,  but 
to  appropriate  money  for  Chelsea  Bridge  and  the 
Meridian-street  draw.  It  went  te  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  chat  form,  and  they  inserted  $70,000 
for  Maiden  Bridge.  I  think  the  committee  were 
judicious,  and  I  hope  we  shall  now  concur  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  fully  concur  in  what 
the  gentleman  said  in  reference  to  economy,  and 
I  don't  wish  to  spend  one  dollar  unless  it  is  neces- 
sary. Maiden  Bridge  is  literally  rotted  by  old 
old  age.  It  was  built,  in  1790,  and  is  now  like  the 
man  mending  a  barrel  until  there  was  nothing  left 
of  the  old  barrel  but  the  bunghole.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Bridges  have  reported  $70,000  for  rebuild- 
ing Maiden  Bridge.  The  City  Engineer's  report 
on  page  191  says  that  the  bridge,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  draw,  is  in  an  unsafe  condition ;  the 
piles  are  settled  badly.  [Mr.  Sibley  read  a  lengthy 
extract  from  the  report  on  the  sufcject.J  That  is 
the  authority  of  the  City  Engineer.  Now,  gentle- 
men of  the  Council  and  Mr.  President,  it  any  man 
who  believes  in  good  highways  will  take  a  look 
over  Maiden  Bridge,  I  am  sure  he  must  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  something  ought  to  be  done. 
I  suppose  the  Committee  on  Bridges  have  inves- 
tigated this  matter  and  come  to  the  conclusion 
here  laid  down.  I  may  be  much  interested  in  it, 
living  near  there;  but  I  would  not  wish  to  have  a 
dollar  laid  out  unless  I  believed  it.  necessary.  I 
nope  the  amendment  will  prevail,  for  I  believe  it 
is  necessary  to  be  done  at  once. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22— This  is  a  most  im- 
portant matter,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  take 
it  into  consideration.  The  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had 
a  thorough  examination  of  that  bridge  with  the 
City  Engineer,  and  a  majority  of  the  committee 
report  in  favor  of  the  expenditure  as  reported. 
Should  an  accident  occur,  as  the  city  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  damage,  it  is  a  most  important 
matter  and  should  be  attended  to  at  once,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Councill  will  concur  with 
the  Boaxd  of  Aldermen  in  their  review  of  this 
case. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  is  a  matter  of  more 
importance  than  people  generally  understand. 
Attention  is  called  to  it  in  the  most  direct  and 
positive  manner.  Here  is  a  bridge  exclusive- 
ly controlled  by  the  city  of  Boston  in  an  un- 
safe condition!  As  the  gentleman  has  well 
said,  if  an  accident  occurs  the  city  is  re- 
sponsible. That  bridge  was  built  seventy-five 
years  ago.  I  had  the  honor  last  year  to  De  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Bridges.  I 
know  something  of  this  matter.  At  that  time  it 
was  proposed  that  the  jurisdiction  should  be 
wholly  within  the  city  of  Boston;  it  had  been 
partially  supported  by  Middlesex  County.  The 
proposition  was  made  and  carried  through  the 
Legislature  to  throw  the  whole  matter  upon  the 
city  of  Boston.  As  cuairinau  of  that  committee, 
my  attention  was  specially  cilled  to  the  unsaf  ety 
of  that  bridge,  and  I  believed  that  repairs  were 
necessary  to  be  made,  and  I  did  what  I  could  in  fur- 
therance of  that  idea,  knowing  that  it  would  come 
to  the  county  of  Suffolk  to  pay  the  expense.  It  was 
made  perfectly  plain  that  that  bridge  was  unsafe 
for  public  travel  and  something  was  necessary 
to  be  done ;  and  now  the  attention  of  the  Council 


is  called  directly  to  it,  and  we  have  a  statement, 
which  I  have  n't  heard  before,  that  a  majority  of 
the  committee  are  in  favor  of  this  appropriation 
That  matter  was  discussed  in  the  other  branch, 
which  I  have  no  right  to  criticise  here ;  but  I  have 
my  opinion  about  it.  The  discussion  arose  whether 
there  should  be  a  woooen  or  an  iron  bridge  built; 
and  after  considerable  labored  discussion  this 
amendment  was  carried.  Now,  sir,  1  believe 
it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment to  repair  that  bridge.  Since  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  it  in  this  way,  we  are 
more  than  criminal  if  we  do  not  attend  to  it.  It 
is  shovn  that  the  other  bridges  do  not  need  the 
repairs  that  this  one  does,  and  repairs  upon  them 
can  be  well  postponed;  but  it  is  imperatively 
necessary  for  this  bridge  to  be  rebuilt  this  year. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  am  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  present,  and  I  want  to 
know  why  the  appropriation  for  school  expenses 
is  reduced;  as  we  have  got  into  the  habit  of 
swallowing  appropriation  bills,  I  thought  I  would 
inquire  about  this. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts of  the  school  board  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  about  the  first  of  the 
year  and  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  $124,200 
for  incidental  expenses.  The  committee  investi- 
gated the  matter  very  thoroughly,  and  made  up 
their  minds  that  the  school  board  ought  to  get 
along  with  a  smaller  amount,  and  the  committee 
reduced  the  appropriation  $10,200.  One  of  the 
reasons  stated  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts 
for  asking  for  so  large  an  amount  was 
that  it  had  been  an  excessively  hard  winter, 
and  that  a  large  amount  of  books  had  been 
purchased  ior  indigent  children,  and  quite 
a  ls.rge  bill  remained  uupaid,  and  that  a  portion 
of  this  appropriation  was  to  be  used  to  liquidate 
that  bill — that  is,  chat  the  bil  s  for  last  year's  books 
were  to  be  taken  out  of  this  appropriation.  The 
committee  felt,  notwithstanding  that  statement, 
that  the  amount  could  be  reduced  and  the  school 
board  could  still  have  sufficient  money  for  the 
yeai.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  a  week  ago 
last  Thursday  night  a  request  came  in  from  the 
school  board  asking  for  a  transfer  from 
the  appropriation  for  Salaries  of  $19,296.44 
to  that  for  School  Expenses,  in  oider 
to  liquidate  these  outstanding  and  unpaid 
bills;  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance;  it  was  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  the  Committee  oh  Finance  re- 
ported back  at  the  same  meeting  an  order  trans- 
ferring that  amount  from  the  appropriation  for 
Salaries  to  that  for  Incidentals.  It  was  passed  in 
the  Board,  and  then  came  to  the  Council,  and, 
upon  my  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instiuction.  They  had  a  meeting  yes- 
terday and  considered  it,  and  felt  that  it  was 
better  for  them  to  go  into  the  next  year  out  of 
debt;  but  if  we  paid  up  all  rheir  bills,  the  appro- 
priation for  the  coming  year  should  be  reduced  in 
a  like  amount.  It  is  to  carry  out  the  vie«s  of  the 
Committee  en  Public  Instruction,  who  feel  that 
this  item  is  too  laige  We  have  accordingly  re- 
duced that  appropriation  $19,200  for  the  coining 
year  and  iecomni?nded  the  transfer  of  tuis 
amount  from  last  year's  appropriation  for  Sala- 
ries to  that  for  Incidentals,  in  order  that  they  may 
commence  the  present  year  out  of  debt. 

All  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

CENTENNIAL  OBSERVANCE. 

An  order  came  from  the  other  branch  for  the 
Mayor  to  place  two  lights  in  the  steeple  of  the  Old 
North  Courcn,  on  the  evening  of  April  18.  it  being 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  Paul  Revere's  sig- 
nals of  the  movements'  ot  the  British  Arniy 
towards  Lexington  and  Concord.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  were  held: 
Trustees  of  Public  Library.  Certificate  of  the 
election  for  three  years  of  William  W.  Greenough 
and  Richard  Frothinghaui  as  Trustees  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library.  Messrs.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  Stacey 
of  Ward  21,  and  Hicks  of  Ward  8  were  the  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  Toev  report- 
ed- 
Whole  number  ot  votes 4S 

Necessarv  to  a  choice 'it 

W.  W.  Greenougu 47 

Richard  Frotliinyham 45 

H.  P.  Shattuck 1 

John  C.  Coombs 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 
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And  Messrs.  Greenough    and   Frothlngham  were 
declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital.  Certificate  of  elec- 
tion of  William  A.  Rust  and  William  H.  Kent,  to 
fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Citv  Hospital  on  the  first  Monday  in  May. 

Messrs.  Cawley  of  Waid  2,  Burgess  of  Ward  3, 
and  Hiscock  of  "Ward  13  were  the  committee  to 
collecr  and  count  votes.    Thev  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  for  a  choice 82 

Wm.  H.Emery 39 

Wm.  H.  Keut 49 

Wm.  A.  Rust 36 

Mr.  Kent  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence, 
and  Mr.  Emery  in  noa-concurrence.  Certificate 
sent  down. 

Directors  of  East  fioston  Ferries.  Certificate 
of  election  of  Charles  Stanwood  and  Samuel  B. 
Hopkins  as  Directors  of  the  East.  Boston  Ferries 
at  large  for  two  years.  Messrs,  Willcutt  of  Ward 
17,  Rice  of  Ward  19,  and  Murray  of  Ward  3  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  the  votes. 
They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 69 

Necessary  to  a  choice 81 

Charles  Stanwood 60 

Samuel  B.  Hopkins 56 

J.  Kelley 1 

Major  J.  J.  Hart 1 

C.  K.  McLean : 1 

Jeremiah    Harrigan 1 

And  Messrs.    Stanwood    and    Hopkins  were  de- 
clared elected  in  concurrence. 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions.  Certificate  of 
election  of  Svlvanus  A.  Denio,  James  K.  Fagin 
and  William  Say  ward  as  Direetois  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions at  large  for  three  years  from  the  first 
Monday  in  May. 

A  motion  to  postpone  an  election  til'  the  next 
meeting,  by  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  was  lost. 

Messrs.  Flyon  of  Ward  7,  Newtou  of  Ward  14, 
and    Coyle     of    Ward   13    were   the    committee 
to   collect   and   count   votes.      They   reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes  cast 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Benjamin  Dean 47 

James  K.  Fagin 38 

Frederick  Pease 32 

William  say  ward 24 

S.  A.  Denio 30 

Harr'son  Loring 4 

Moses  B.  Tower 2 

Leonard  R.  Cutter 1 

William  H.  Kent 1 

F.A.  Peters 1 

Mr.  Fagin  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence, 
and  Messrs.  Dean  and  Pease  in  non-concurience. 
Certificate  sent  up. 

Oriier  foi  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding  $500 
in  furnishing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  ot  Com- 
pany D,  Fourth  Battalion.  Passed— yeas  54,  nays 
0.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  allow  $200  to  the  commander  of  each 
post  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  Boston,  towards  the  ex- 
pense of  Decoration  Dav.  Amended,  on  motion 
or  Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20,  by  including  the  N.  P. 
Banks  Vcterau  Armv  ai.d  Navy  Corps,  and  passed 
— yeas  54,  nays  0.    Se-.n  up. 

Order  authorizing  contracts  for  building  the 
aqueduct  between  Sudbury  River  and  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir,  i.nd  tor  constructing  three 
reservoirs  and  the  works  connected  therewith,  in 
accordance  with  the  order  of  Feb.  26,  1875;  pro- 
viding tuat  the  estimated  expense  of  said  con- 
tracts, including  those  entered  into  under  said 
order,  shall  not  exceed  f  4,500,000  (City  Doc.  No. 
44,  1875.;  Passed  in  concurrence  -yeas  54,  nays  3. 
Messrs.  Hsrrigan  of  Ward  1,  Trull  of  Ward  20,  and 
Kelley  ot  Ward  21  voting  nay. 

COURTESY  TO  THE    PRESIDENT. 

The  order  for  the  Mayor  to  extend  the  hospitali- 
ty of  the  city  to  the  President  came  up  as  unfin- 
ished business. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  moved  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  tender  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  members 
of  his  Cabinet,  on  the  occasion  of  their  visit  to 
this  State  for  the  puipose  of  attending  the  centen- 
nial celebrations  at  Concord  and  Lexington  ;  any 
expenses  incurred  thereby  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward 9— Undoubtedly  the  Coun- 
cil would  wish  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to 
Eay  proper  respect  to  these  distinguished  visitors, 
ut  it  is  well  understood  that  the  State  Govern- 


ment has  already  taken  measures  for  their  recep- 
tion and  has  sent  a  committee  to  invite  them  here 
as  the  guests  of  the  State.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  if  the  city  undertakes  the  same 
thing  by  a  separate  committee  the  confusion  which 
might  arise  between  the  two  would  cause  our 
guests,  perhaps,  more  embarrassment  and  dis- 
comfort than  anything  that  might  be  done  by  one 
committee;  and,  of  course,  as  nearly  one-half  the 
expense  incurred  by  the  State  is  paid  by  this  city,  it 
is,  perhaps,  a  consideration  to  avoid  the  extra  ex- 
pense of  two  separate  ways  of  doing  the  same 
thing.  If  the  proposed  substitute  is  adopted  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  would  be  able  to  tender  to  our 
visitors  any  hospitalities  that  might  be  agreeable 
to  them. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— I  move  to  amend  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "Mayoi,"  "the  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  President  of 
the  Common  Council."  I  think  that  the  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  an  excellent 
one— that  there  is  no  need  whatever  of  this 
extra  committee.  The  State  has  already  ex- 
tended an  invttition  to  the  President,  and  he 
ha3  signified  bis  intention  to  accept  the 
hospitalities  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  The 
affair  will  be  conducted  by  a  State  committee, 
and  I  think  that  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  can  do  all  that  is  necessary  in  behalf 
of  the  city. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  accept  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  —  1  must  say  that  I 
am  somewhat  surprised  at  this  proposition. 
There  never  yet— gentlemen  may  laugh — but 
go  back  with  me  in  history;  it  never  has  been 
known,  sir,  in  the  history  of  this  country,  when 
his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States 
came  to  Boston,  that  he  was  not  received  by  a 
large  and  honorable  committee  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. Why,  even  when  Andy  Johnson  came 
heie  tj  attend  a  Masomc  celebration,  no  such 
proposition  as  this  was  made.  It  was  an  excellent 
occasion,  but  even  in  a  Masonic  celebration,  a 
highly  honorable  and  large  committee  of  the 
City  Government  was  appointed  to  take  care 
of  his  Excellency  and  provide  for  him  in  every 
way.  Now,  sir,  why  should  we  depart  from  that 
invariable  rule  ?  I  have  as  high  a  respect  as  any 
man  in  the  world  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and 
for  you,  sir,  and  for  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  but  I  say,  notwithstanding  all  that, 
this  is  not  showing  proper  respect  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;  and  I  am  sur- 
prised at  the  proposition.  Who  objects? 
Do  the  people  object?  No,  sir;  they 
delight  to  honor  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  even  though  he  be  U.  S.  Grant. 
No  man  in  the  Commonwealth  labored  harder 
than  I  did  for  his  election,  the  first  time;  nobody 
would  go  farther  to  honor  him  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  than  I.  We  do  not  take  U.  S. 
Grant,  but  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  is  entitled  to  the  honor  which  belongs  to  one 
who  holds  that  office,  and  to  as  high  and  honor- 
able a  committee  as  this  Government  can  appoint. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  this  proposition.  It  will  lessen 
the  respect  of  the  people,  not,  sir,  because  it 
is  a  proposition  to  substitute  his  Honor  the  May- 
or, the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alderman  and 
ths  President  ot  the  Common  Council ;  but,  sir, 
from  the  fact  that  it  has  been  the  invariable  prac- 
tice from  time  immemorial  to  appoint  such  acom- 
mittee.  I  assure  my  worthy  Iriend  from  the  Ninth 
Ward  that  there  will  be  no  trouble  from  the  Pres- 
ident's accepting  the  hospitalities  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts ;  and,  sir,  he  is  to  be  here 
in  the  city  of  Boston  which  pays  neaily  half 
the  taxes  of  the  State,  and  we  ought  to  have  the 
honor  of  receiving  the  President  of  the  United 
States  by  a  very  large  and  respectable  committee ; 
such  a  committee  as  is  contemplated  in  the  order 
passed  in  the  other  branch  to  provide  for  ths  con- 
venience of  the  President.  There  will  be  uo  con- 
flict of  authority;  there  cannot  be.  We  know 
nothing  officially,  sir,  of  the  fact  whether 
or  not  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  State. 
But  suppose  he  has,  should  we  not  tender 
him  the  hospitality  of  the  city  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  we  have  tendered  it  to'every  other  Presi- 
dent? I  hope  the  substitution  wili  not  be  made. 
I  think  that  the  original  order  is  a  proper  one,  not 
only  because  it.  is  the  practice,  but  because  I  think 
that  it  can  be  more  conveniently  done.  Who  de- 
sires to  put  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  upon 
you,  sir,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
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men,  all  the  duties  which  are  to  be  performed  ? 
.Let  us  have  a  committee,  sir,  among  whom  the 
various  duties  will  De  divided. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  ot  Ward  7—1  hope,  sir,  tbat  the 
Council  will  understand  this  matter,  and  not  he 
led  away  by  anything  tbat  tbe  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  said  in  connection  with  this  matter. 
He  says  that  it  has  been  ihe  custom  from  time 
immemorial;  you  kuow  how  long  that  has  been 
back  in  the  history  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The 
city  of  Boston  is  not  so  old  as  time  imme- 
morial. But,  sir,  when  Mr.  Johnson  came  here, 
there  was  no  committee  to  invite  him  to 
partake  ot  the  hospitalities  of  the  State.  Here 
it  is  announced  in  all  the  papers  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  is  to  be  the  guest  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts ;  that  he  has  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  that  a  committee  has  gone  to  see 
Mil,  not  only  on  behalf  of  Boston,  but  of  the 
whole  of  Massachusetts,  and  he  has  signified-  his 
ntention  of  accepting  the  invitation.  I  presume 
that  the  State  committee  will  meet  him  at  the  State 
line  and  provide  quarters  in  our  city  during  his 
short  stay  before  going  to  Concord.  Now  look  at 
it  as  a  matter  of  decorum.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  bad  invited  an  illustrious  guest  to  accept 
of  bis  hospitalities  iu  this  city,  and  they  had  been 
accepted,  and  I  also  thought  that  it  would  be  an 
honor  to  have  the  same  gentleman  accept  of  my 
hospitalities,  and  I  should  say,  "You  are  the 
guest  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  but  I 
want  you  also  to  come  with  me;  you 
may  take  dinner  with  him,  but  you  must 
take  another  dinner  with  me;  you  can  wine  and 
dine  with  him,  but  you  must  wine  and  dine  with 
me  too."  Everybody  would  say  it  is  a  piece  of 
indecorum  on  my  part,  and  would,  not  be  right. 
There  was  the  case  here,  gentlemen  may  remem- 
ber, when  Mr.  Sumner  died.  You  had  a  com- 
mittee appointed?  to  receive  those  who 
came  with  the  remains;  there  was  also  a 
eommittee  appointed  by  the  State  to  attend  to 
it ;  your  committee  went  away  from  the  Revere 
House  feeling  that  they  had  been  snubbed.  But 
it  was  no  snuo ;  the  people  who  came  here  were  the 
guests  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  nobody 
had  a  right  to  interfere  with  them.  I  do  not  think 
the  President  will  be  hurt  by  the  action  which  we 
propose.  I  do  not  think  that  we  should  be  lacking 
in  respect  for  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  as  much  respect  for  him  as  my  friend  has, 
but  I  think  that  the  fitness  of  things  will  show 
the  necessity  of  doing  away  with  this  committee. 
It  will  be  an  expensive,  indecorous  thing,  and 
I  hope  that  the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  define  the  meaning  of  the  word  indec- 
orous. He  is  a  member  of  the  School  Committee, 
and  ought  to  be  able  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Ei  tzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  will  ask  my  friend 
to  spell  it,  and  then  I  will  tell  him  the  meaning  of 
it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  talks 
about  time  immemorial.  When  ne  has  lived  here 
anywhere  near  fifty  years  he  may  talk  about  time 
immemorial.  I  ask  him  to  give  nothing  away  to 
me.  He  hopes  that  the  Council  will  not  be  misled. 
I  do  not  propose  to  mislead  anybody.  I  have  lived 
in  Boston  too  long  for  that.  I  am  a  native  of  the 
soil  of  Massachusetts,  and  I  say  it  under- 
standing^,    and     I     repeat    it,     sir— a  native 


of  the  soil  and  to  the  manner  born.  Talk 
about  being  led  away  — the  gentleman'S 
criticism  wont  go  down.  Led  away,  is  it?  lam 
sure  he  can't  lead  anybody  astray,  except  when 
he  goes  up  to  the  mountains.  I  have  arisen  here 
to  speak  for  a  patriotic  purpose.  Indecorous  is 
it?  I  am  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  patriotism' of 
the  people.  H  that  is  indecorous,  perhaps  I  will 
go  and  join  the  School  Committee,  and  learn 
from  the  women  there  the  meaning  of  the 
word  indecorous.  Led  away,  is  it?  I  am 
not  easily  led  away.  When  I  have  a  pur- 
pose, I  state  it  and  I  adhere  to  it,  and  when  I 
have  a  purpose,  I  mean  that  it  shall  be  a  good  one 
I  do  not  get  up  here  and  ridicule  anybody,  but 
when  the  gentleman  undertakes  to  throw  ridicule 
upon  me,  he  must  stand  by  and  take  that  which 
comes,  no  matter  what  the  style  is.  I  say  it  is  a 
proper  reason;  a  proper  and  patriotic  reason,  and 
creditable  to  us  as  a  City  Government  and  to  the 
citizens,  that  there  should  be  a  large,  able  and 
■judicious  committee  appointed  to  receive  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  the 
City  Government,  to  tender  to  him  the  hospitali- 
ties of  the  city  and  to  see  that  nothing  is  wanting 
in  proper  respect  to  him  as  President.  That  is 
why  I  have  risen  in  opposition  to  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  I  hope  that  the 
original  order  will  be  passed.  I  have  no  feelinz 
whatever  about  it.  I  am  only  speaking  what  I 
consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  speak. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14,  the  main 
question  was  ordered;  the  substitute  was  adopt- 
ed, and  the  order  as  amended  was  pas=ed— veas 
63,  nays  0.  J 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

Mr.  Woods  of  Ward  8  presented  an  invitation 
from  Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post,  tor  the  Council 
to  attend  memorial  service.    Accepted. 

FIRE  COMMISSIONER. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  presented  a  petition, 
signed  by  numerous  underwriters,  representing 
that  theFire  Commission  had  worked  harmonious'- 
ly  and  successfully  thus  far,  and  requesting  that 
David  Chamberlin  be  retained  on  the  board 
Sent  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  nom- 
ination of  David  Chamberlin  for  a  Fire  Commis- 
sioner for  three  years  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and  the  nomination  was  confirmed  in  concur- 
rence—nays  48,  nays  15. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burdett.Cawlev.Clarke 
Collins,  Crocker,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Dav  Dever- 
eux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait,  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kimball,  Long,  Loring,  Moley,  Moonev,  Newton 
Noyes,  Osborne,  Page,  Parker,  Peabod'v,  Perkins, 
Pierce,  Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Train,  Truil,  Wal<h 
Whitmore,  Willcut,  Wilson,  and  Woods— 48 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Beut,  Burgess, 
Coyle,  Fitzpatrick,  Flvnn.  Kellev,  Kingslev,  Lap- 
pen,  Leighton,  Murray,  Power,  Thacher  and  Whit- 
comb— 15. 

Motion  to  take  from  the  table  the  order  relat- 
ing to  a  Fire  Inspector,  by  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 ; 
and  by  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  relating  to  the  pay  of  laborers, 
were  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duggan  of  Ward  5  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldennen, 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  seven  o'clock 
P.  M.,  Alderman  Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

The  Board  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  new  charter.  At  half-past  eight  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  Alderman  Power  reported  that  fin- 
ished the  consideration  of  the  charter.  The  com- 
mittee were  discharged  from  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  and  were  authorized  to  ieport 
in  print. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  April  5  was  received, 
read  and  sent  down.  Following  is  the  state  of  the 
appropriations : 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 
General....  $14,077,702.48  $ll,885,579.f'3  $2,192,122.85 
Special 6,525,166.89  2,205,566.54  4,319,600.35 


$20,602,869.37       $14,091,140.17  5 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  4  P.  M. 


1,511,723.20 


APRIL       12,       1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Ten  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Constable  of  the  Superior  Court  (second  session) 
— Henry  F.  Spach. 

Special  Police  Officers— Thomas  Fleming  and 
others,  (reappointments). 

Sealers  or  Weights  and  Measures— William  F. 
Reed  and  Charles  R.  M.  Pratt. 

Railroad  Police  Officer  al  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road— Samuel  J.  Bixby. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Hay— Gardner  Prouty. 

Undertaker— John  A.  Kelly. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD  IN  SUMMER,  LINCOLN  AND 
BEACH    STREETS. 

The  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  for  a 
location  in  Summer,  Lircoln  and  Beach  streets 
was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice  for  a  heating 
to  all  parties. 

Alderman  Worthington  piesented  petitions 
from  the  presidents,  directors  and  officeis  of  the 
Fitchburg,  Boston  &  Maine  and  Boston  &  Albany 
railroads  in  aid  of  the  petition. 

Alderman  Power  presented  petitions  from 
Rictiard  Frothiughaui  and  222  others:  Edward 
Lawrence  and  eighty  others;  O.  M.  Wenrwortb 
and  115  others,  in  aid  of  petition  of  Middlesex 
Railroad. 

Benjamin  Dean  appeared  for  the  South  Bostou 
Railroad  Company  to  oppose  the  granting  of  the 
petition. 

The  case  for  the  petitioners  was  heard  first. 

Linus  M.  Child  appeared  for  the  petitioners  and 
called  Charles  E.  Powers,  Biesideiit  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad,  who  said  they  oestred  to  run 
their  cars  through  Summer,  Lincoln  and  Beach 
streets  to  Boylston  street.  A  year  ago  the  Board 
gave  them  the  privilege  of  running  "to  Boylston 
stieet,  but  by  a  change  in  tho  route  of  the  Metro- 
politan and  South  Boston  roads  they  were  com- 
pelled to  run  through  Temple  place,  which  had  in 
a  great  measure  contributed  to  cause  the  blocks 
tbete.  All  the  cars  of  the  Metropolitan  road  go- 
ing north  through  Washington  street  and  the 
South  Boston  cars  had  come  through  Temple 
place,  making  a  continuous  stream  of  cars  in  and 
out  ot  that  street.  Boylston  street  is  one  of  the 
best  streets  for  horse  cars,  but  the  tracks  there 
during  the  greater  part  ot  the  winter  have  been 
comparatively  vacant.  Su  that  the  blockade  has 
been  traceable  in  almost  eveiy  case  to  Temple 
place.  Within  a  shori  time  the  blockade  has  been 
relieved  to  a  great  extent  by  the  South  Bostou 
cars  running  cbrough  Boylston  street;  and  further 
telief  could  be  gained  by  another  distribution.  It 
was  never  supposed  that  the  Metropolitan  road 
would  ruu  all  its  cars  down  Washington  tieet.  To 
Bovlston  street  his  company  desired  to  go- 
and  the    most   feasible    route   is  through    Sum- 


mer, Lincoln  and  Beach  streets,  Chaun- 
cy  street  is  too  much  blocked  now,  and 
they  did  not  desire  to  go  there;  the  Metro- 
politan and  South  Boston  roads  propose  to  use 
the  track  in  Kingston  street  by  cais coming  north, 
while  the  Middlesex  cars  want  to  go  south.  Lin- 
coln street  is  the  best  of  the  three  streets  named, 
at  it  is  not  crowded.  Tbev  will  use  only  250  or  300 
feet  of  the  South  Boston  track  on  Beach  street. 
To  grant  the  petition  will  lelieve  all  the  blocks  so 
far  as  the  Middlesex  cars  are  concerned.  Beach 
stieet  will  soon  be  widened,  and  it  will  be  greatly 
relieved  by  the  proposed  tasiDg  oft  of  South 
Boston  cars  to  Kingston,  Hawley  aud  Milk 
streets.  The  Middlesex  Com,  any  have  often 
been  importuned  to  run  their  cars  to  the 
southerly  depots  by  railroad  managers,  par- 
ticularly of  the  Boston  &  Maine.  There  never 
had  been  a  continuous  line  of  cars  from  the 
northerly  to  the  southerly  depots.  Only  three  or 
four  per  cent,  of  the  public  avail  themselves  of 
the  commutation  tickets;  and  to  gr>nt  this  peti- 
tion will  ffive  the  direct  line  desired.  Mr.  Po  veis 
submitted  a  map  of  the  proposed  route 
from  Cbarlestown  to  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bajy  depot; — which  he  claimed  is  more  ui- 
rect  than  any  other.  He  said  the  Middlesex  road 
did  not  desire  to  steal  the  passengers  of  the  South 
Boston  road;  he  proposed  to  compensate  them  for 
the  loss  of  passengers  and  the  use  of  the  track. 
The  officers  of  the  steam  railroads  are  perfectly 
willing  to  come  and  testify  here  in  aid  cf  this  pe'- 
tition.  He  alluded  to  the  Grand  Union  Depot  in 
New  York,  and  believed  such  a  plan  impossible 
heie;  but  the  next  best  thing  is  easy  and  rapid 
transit  from  one  depot  to  another,  which 
can  best  be  obtained  by  hrse  cers; 
omnibuses  can  carry  only  a  few  passen- 
gers, and  they  injure  the  streets,  while 
horse  cars  can  carry  forte  or  fifty  passengeis,  and 
the  companies  take  care  of  the  paving  between 
the  tracks.  About  two  or  three  weeks  ago  lie 
called  on  the  Metropolitan  officials  to  see  if  a 
change  could  not  be  mad-1  so  as  to  divert  travel 
from  Temple  place,  but  bad  been  informed  that 
the  present  anangement  would  be  perpetual. 
Last  Thursday  night,  without  any  notice  to  the 
Middlesex  Company,  the  Metrop'o  itan  Company 
ran  their  cars  up  Washington  street  past 
the  theatres,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of 
the  citizens  of  Charlestown  for  that  hour.  To 
avoid  the  jam  at  night  the  Higijlaud  Company 
have  taken  their  cars  off  the  tra  ;k  aim  waited  till 
the  theatres  are  out.  The  Metropolitan  road  <io 
not  oppose  tins  petitioa,  bur  rather  favor  it,  as  it 
would  take  the  Middlesex  cars  off  Washington 
street,  between  Temple  place  and  Summer  scieet. 
The  order  of  location  for  this  road  in  1S60  was 
with  a  proviso  that  the  Aldermen  should  reserve 
the  right  to  locate  the  Middlesex  load  on  Wash- 
ington and  Summer  streets.  The  tiack  in  Wash- 
ington stieetcauiotbe  used  between  Temple  place 
and  Boylston  stieet;  a  new  track  will  be  requited 
in  a  part  rf  Kingston  street  and  in  Liucoln  street. 

Mr,  Child  said  they  did  n*t  think  it  proper  to 
bring  witnesses  from  Cbaitestown  or  elsewhere  to 
show  that  this  is  desired  by  the  public;  limit  ir 
is  desiiable  they  can  brim;  auy  uumber  of  wit- 
nesses to  sho  »  that  it  Is  desired  by  the  people  of  ■ 
the  Bunker  Hill  District  and  by  people  coming  in- 
to the  Ciiy  on  the  steam  toads;  and  he  woo  id 
therefore  rest  the  petitioners'  cas>  with  the  state- 
meats  made. 

Mr.  Dean  called  Amos  L.  Noyes.  whose  place  of 
business  is  in  Bes.cn  stre-t,  which  he  said  is  now 
liable  to  blocks  considerably  in  busy  seasons  of 
the  year;  previous  to  last  > ear,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  if  requires  an  officer  to  keep  the  road 
clear.  Through  Lincoln  street  a  grear  deal  of 
freight  passes  from  the  Albany  road,  aid  ne  had 
seen  Beach  street  blocked  solid  from  Lin- 
coln to  Albany  street,  and  Lincoln  si  tee; 
blocked  from  Kneeland  to  Essex  street.  Teams 
standing  at  the  depot  and  moving  back  an  1  forth 
cause  blocks;  and  sometimes  it  is  two  hours  ac  a 
tiate  before  Beach  and  Lincoln  streets  are  clear. 
In  busy  times  he  knew  of  no  place  more  liable  M 
De  blocked;  the  proposed  line  of  cars  would 
block  it  all  the  tnore.  paificul.-rly  at  the  turutug 
point  at  the  corner  of  Beach  a  d  Lincoln  stiects. 
To  Mr.  Child,  Mr.  Noyes  said  he  die'  a  hacking 
business  at  the  United  States  Hotel,  where  Lin- 
coln street  is  fifty-five  or  sixty  feet  wide;  fit. 
blocks  are  caused  by  teams  gettiog  across  the 
track:  the  teams  crossing  tin  tracks  help  to  block 
it  somewhat. 

Mr.  McDonald,  police  officer,  stationed  at  the- 
Bostou  &  Albany    depot,  saul    the    blocks    there 
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averaged  six,  seven  or  eight  times  a  day,  mostly 
at  the  corner  of  Beach  and  Lincoln  streets.  In 
his  judgment,  the  proposed  line  of  cars  would 
make  it  greater.  To  Mr.  Child,  he  said  the  hacks 
help  to  eau-~e  the  blocks,  though  if  the  tracks 
were  kept  clear,  the  streets  would  be  relieved. 

Mr.  Dean  produced  some  statistics  g  thered  by 
officers  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad,  and  if  there 
is  any  desire  to  verify  them,  he  would  do  so.  They 
are  as  follows: 

Number  of  cars  passing  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Station  in  Treniont  street  betwen  6  and  7 
P.M.  on  Saturday ,  April  10,  1875— Metropolitan, 
438;  South  Boston,  330;  Highland,  136;  Middlesex, 
166.  Number  of  passengers  at  same  time — Metro- 
politan, 3409,  average  per  car,  7^4;  South  Boston, 
3688,  average  per  car,  11%  ;  Highland,  919,  average 
per  car,  6%;  Middlesex,  767,  a fera^e  per  car,  4%; 
so  that  the  South  Boston  uar§  while  troing  round 
the  circuit  furnish  accommodation  for  a  much 
larger  number  than  any  other  road  for  the  num- 
ber of  cars. 

Number  of  passengers  riding  in  cars  passing  the 
Old  South  Church  between  6  A.  M.  and  7  P.  M.  of 
the  same  dav — Metiopolitan,  4303,  average  per  car, 
10;  South  Boston,  3973,  average  par  car,  12%; 
Higlil  ml,  938,  averaging  7;  Middlesex,  1001,  aver- 
aging 6. 

Number  of  Higblaud  and  Middlesex  cars  pass- 
ing through  Temple  place  oetween  G  A.  M.  and  7 
1'.  St.,  on  Wednesday,  April  7— HighU.ud  cars,  139; 
passengers,  1484;  Middlesex  cars,  165;  passengers, 
613. 

Number  of  teams  passing  through  Lincoln  street 
between  6  A.  M.  and  7  P.  M.  April  10— Single 
teams  goiny.  up  Cowards  Summer  street,  818;  do. 
down  towaids  Beach  street,  918;  double  do.  up 
towards  Summer  street,  363;  double  do.  down  tow- 
ards Beach,  323—  making  2422  teams  passing  up 
and  down  Lincoln  street. 

Number  of  te;un~  and  cars  passing  the  Boston  & 
Albany  depot  ou  Saturday,  April  10,  between  6 
A.  M.  and  7  P.  M.— Single  teams,  1206,  double  do., 
642— 1844;  single  teams  going  towards  Federal 
street,  1228;  double  do.,  636— making  <%  total  of 
3706  teams  passing  both  w,.ys.  That  would  make 
7000  teams  passing  the  corner  of  Beacb  and  Lin- 
col  n  streets  daily. 

On  April  7th  the  number  of  teams  passing  each 
wav  on  Lincoln  street  was  2524.  Numoer  of  teams 
passing  Boston  &  Albany  depot  ou  Beach  street, 
36  0— somewhat  over  7000  teams  going  both  ways. 

Number  of  cars  passing  tbrough  Washington 
street  by  the  foot  of  Cornhill  between  7  A.  M.  and 
11  P.  M.  April  2d  and  also  number  of  passengers 
in  same — South  Boston  out,  657  passengers,  averag- 
ing 9 per  car ;  Middlesex,  ui,  258 passengers,  averag- 
ing 5%  per  car;  Middlesex,  out,  259  passengers, 
avei aging  6%  per  car;  Highland  148,  averaging  3% 
per  car.  On  April  3d  the  South  Boston,  out,  had 
861  passecgers,  averaging  11%  per  car;  Middlesex, 
in.  187,  avet  aging  5  per  car ;  do.,  out,  252,  averag- 
ing 7%  per  car;  Highland,  out,  173,  averaging  4% 
per  car. 

Cars  pasting  Metropolitan  station  between  6  A. 
M,  and  7  P.  M\,  Apiil  2— South  Boston  329,  averag- 
ing 25  to  the  hour;  Middlesex  162,  averaging  12V2 
the  hour;  Highland  not  taken.  At  that  time  the 
Sourh  Boston  cars  carried  3637  passengers  by  the 
Old  South,  averaging  11  per  car;  Middlesex  1022, 
averaging  per  car  6%.  At  this  rime  they  hadn't 
thought  or  counting  the  Metropolitan  passengers, 
but  they  afterwards  did  and  found  it  was  3430. 

On  April  3d,  at  the  same  place,  the  Souih  Bos- 
tou  Railroad  carried  4046  passengers,  averaging 
12%  per  cai ;  Middlesex,  991  passengeis,  averaging 
6  per  car;  Highland,  837  passe  gers,  averaging  6% 
per  car. 

Then  again,  at  tbe  Metropolitan  station,  on  the 
6th  of  April,  the  South  Boston  cars  had  2843  pas- 
sengers; Middlesex,  1028.  the  former  averaging 
8%  and  the  latter  1%  per  car.  The  transfer  checks 
received  on  April  2d  from  th?  Middlesex  were  108: 
on  April  3d,  94;  and  Highland,  42  and  39  respects 
ively. 

There  is  something  curious  and  interesting  in 
regard  to  tbe  transfer  checks  issued  from  1864  to 
1874,  inclusive.  So  far  as  the  South  Boston  road 
is  concerned  they  were  delivered  cheerfully  to  all 
who  asked  for  them,  and  not  with  the  reluctance 
manifested  by  some  other  roads.  During  the 
period  above  named  there  were  3,054,103  transfer 
checks  delivered  from  the  South  Boston  cats, 
and  from  alt  other  roads  3,242,691.  The 
Cambridge  road  had  never  furnished 
transfer  checks  to  anv  extent,  though  they  took 
tbem  from  other  roads.  Ftom  1864  to  1868  inclu- 
sive, the  South  Boston  road  issued  902,729  transfer 


cheeks;  all  the  other  loads  884.000.  This  informa- 
tion is  from  the  transfer  clerk,  whose  busiuesc  is 
to  receive  all  of  these  cheeks  and  arrange  the  com- 
pensation between  the  roads. 

The  Sourh  Boston  road  had  expended  $42,185.62 
for  paving,  besides  the  ordinary  repairs  on  the 
road  between  the  tiacks,  between  the  Tremont 
House  and  Cornhill,  and  it  was  a  question  of  how 
much  that  roan  is  entitled  to  a  location  there  for 
the  purpose  of  accommodating  its  patrons,  and 
bow  far  the  Board  could  luterfeie  with  *hem  in 
favor  of  another  corporation  that  has  never  paid 
anything  towards  paving  that  street. 

Mi.  Dean  called  attention  to  the  legal  provi- 
sions concerning  these  roads.  So  far  as  tbe  state- 
ments already  made,  no  trouble  need  oe  antici- 
pated. The  Superintendent  had  cut  off  the  ice  in 
the  tracks  in  Boylston  street  in  tbe  hope  that  it 
would  relieve  the  ditticu'ty.  He  quoted  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  authorizing  the  Board  to  control 
the  running  of  cars,  and  alKided  to  a  report  of  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Powers,  who  said  the  best 
way  is  to  put  the  South  Boston  cars  eUI  out  one 
side,  which  remindsd  Mr.  Dean  of  the  story  of  the 
cuckoo  who  laid  her  eggs  in  another  one's  nest  to 
steal  her  chickens.  He  tuen  called  attention  to  the 
act  authoiizing  the  South  Boston  road  to  run  to 
Scollay's  Building,  where  they  accommodate  twice 
as  many  people  as  the  other  road  does.  The  South 
Boston  road  aid  not  desire  to  carry  their  passen- 
gers to  all  the  depots  unless  the.Boatd  so  decided. 
He  also  quo  led  the  act  of  1862  granting  authority 
to  tie  Suffolk  and  Broadway  railroads,  by  whicn 
an  agreement  was  entered  into  by  the  Broad- 
way, Metropolitan  and  Suffolk  roads  tnat  the 
South  Boston  should  run  over  railroads  to 
northern  depots  whenever  it  consented  to 
allow  the  Suffolk  cars  to  run  to  the  north- 
ern depots.  So  the  South  Boston  road  took  not 
only  a  line  of  omnibuses  which  did  the  aepots, 
but  it  was  arranged  thac  the  comparies  should  do 
their  respective  depot  business;  and  any  arrange- 
ment to  allow  a.iother  load  to  go  there  now,  with- 
out consent  of  the  South  Boston  road ,  was  in 
direct  violation  of  this  agreement.  When  a  rail- 
road performs  its  agreements  >nd  has  expended 
its  money,  the  business  in  which  it  has  ex- 
pended its  money  is  entitled  to  the  re- 
spect of  an  honest  man.  It  may  b=  over- 
ridden by  public  necessity,  of  course,  and  it  has 
been  shown  that  the  South  Boston  road  are  doing 
more  to  accommodate  the  public  than  any  other 
road  on  this  route.  He  reiterated  previous  state- 
ments in  legard  to  the  issuing  of  transfer  checks, 
by  which  an  easy  means  of  nansfer  could  be  se- 
emed. But  chat  cannot  be  done ;  the  people  in  all 
secuons  of  the  city  cannot  get  into  their  cars  and 
go  everywhere.  A  former  provision  required  the 
roads  eoing  by  Scollay's  Building  to  furnish  depot 
accommodations,  but  that  was  repea'ed. 

Mr.  Powers  suggestea  that  this  was  repealed 
after  full  consideration  by  the  committee 

Mr.  Dean  said  the  people  were  not  tnei  e  and  the 
roads  uo  doubt  took  caie  of  it.  He  alluled  to  the 
use  of  transfer  cnecks  in  Washington  and  other 
cities,  and  their  constant  increase  in  this  city,  and 
claimed  that  there  is  no  reason  for  increasing  the 
number  of  cars  ou  the  circuit.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  go  to  the  northern  depots,  but  to  bring  the 
freight  from  South  rioston  and  turn  it  over  to  the 
Middlesex  road,  and  to  have  them  do  the  same. 
The  thing  was  'ettled  once  and  they  lived  in 
peace  uutil  the  Middlesex  road  got  a  little  way  up 
Washington  street.  The  effort  of  employes  to  get 
large  freights  and  the  stopping  of  cars  for  pas- 
sengers at  the  Albany  depot  would  cause  addi- 
tional blocks  in  one  of  tne  worst  places  in  the 
city. 

Mr.  Child  said  that  as  it  appeared  now  no  per- 
son or  corporation  opposed  this  petition  except 
the  South  Boston  Railroad,  while  a  large  number 
of  petitioners  were  in  favor  of  it,  citizeps  desire 
transportation  to  anil  from  the  business  centres, 
and  tli>  y  must  have  some  soit  of  accommodation ; 
and  T-.hen  the  people  come  in  and  ask  for  it  they 
have  made  out  their  case  unless  some  public  rea- 
son against  it  is  show:..  Between  one  and  two 
thousand  people  and  the  officers  of  three  railroads 
have  asked  that  this  petition  be  granted,  and  the 
case  stands  upon  the  desire  and  neceabity  of  the 
public,  who  claim  the  right  to  oe  transported 
in  an  economical  manner  to  their  des- 
tinations. Had  the  abutters,  merchants, 
and  citizens  along  the  proposed  line  appeared  in 
opposition?  None.  On  the  contrary,  several 
abutters  and  firms  on  the  line  had  petitioned  for  it. 
If  there  had  been  a  man  found  to  oppose  it,  the 
accomplished  counsel  and  energetic  Superintend- 
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ent  of  the  South  Boston  road  would  have  had  him 
here.  It  may  be  set  clown  as  a  fact  that  there  is 
no  opposition  here  bur  the  South  Boston  Railroad. 
It  may  have  been  a  fact  in  the  past,  but  it 
cannot  be  so  in  the  future,  that  the  in- 
crease in  value  and  population  south  of 
City  Hall  has  increasea  more  rapidly  than 
north  of  City  Hall,  because  they  were  strong 
enough  to  coDtrol  legislation.  But  the  people 
north  of  City  Hall  have  the  right  to  come 
here  as  the  others,  and  to  nave  the  same  rights 
and  privileges.  When  the  Middlesex,  road  was  al- 
lowed to  come  from  Haymarket  square  to  Scollay 
square,  it  had  within  thirty  days  to  pay  $10,000  in 
cash  to  the  city  of  Boston  in  addition  to  paving 
the  street  and  the  other  conditions,  while  the 
rignt  to  go  to  Scollay's  square  had  been  given  to 
the  other  companies  for  nothing.  The  Mid- 
dlesex Company  are  allowed  to  run  only 
twelve  cars  per  hour  round  the  circuit, 
while  the  other  roads  can  increase  the  num- 
ber of  cars  as  much  as  they  please.  His  company 
stood  as  well  as  any  other  company  in  trie  com- 
munity they  served;  but  they  had  had  to  fight  for 
every  inch  they  had  oDtained.  He  believed  the 
Board  would  give  equal  rights  to  every  petitioner 
before  you.  He  believed  the  granting  of  tins  pe- 
tition would  in  a  great  measure  relieve  the  pres- 
ent blocks  in  tha  streets,  and  explained  minutely 
the  route  asked  for,  claiming  that  the  localities 
were  easy  to  run  through  and  tot  liable  to 
be  blocked,  notwithstanding  the  testimony  intro- 
duced. If  there  is  any  trouble  there  it  will  be  on 
the  narrow  part  of  Beach  street,  which  is  to  be 
widened.  The  route  is  as  free  from  liability  to 
obstructions  as  any  that  caa  be  found ;  it  will  re- 
lieve Washington  street  between  Summer  street 
and  Temple  place,  and  Temple  place.  He  urged 
that  the  petition  to  run  to  Boylston  street  had 
been  granted  last  year,  but  they  never  haa  been 
able  to  go  there,  because  of  the  manner 
of  running  the  cars  of  the  Metropo'itan 
and  South  Bostc  n  roads,  and  they  had 
come  to  ask  the  right  to  go  to  Boylston 
street  another  way,  and  that  only  way  is  the  route 
prayed  for  today.  The  relief  to  Temple  place  will 
more  than  compensate  for  any  blocks  in  Beach 
street.  Mr.  Child  was  also  amused  that  the  South 
Boston  road  had  acted  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
President  of  the  Middlesex  road  and  petitioned 
for  a  location  east  of  Washington  street.  The 
only  reason  forthe  opposition  of  the  South  Boston 
road  is  that  the  Middlesex  road  will  get  some  of 
their  depot  passengers.  He  claimed  that  all 
the  evils  resulting  from  competition  on  the 
same  track  had  been  settled,  and  that  if  railroads 
behave  themselves  ttwy  can  do  a  competing  busi- 
ness on  the  same  track.  He  believed  that  if  both 
companies  kept  their  cars  in  good  condition  they 
would  get  their  share.  The  Middlesex  road  want- 
ed to  go  no  farther  into  the  city  than  the  South 
Boston  road  go  now;  they  asked  merely  equal 
privileges  with  the  other  company  for  the  "accom- 
modation of  their  patrons.  He  claimed  that  the 
bill  referred  to  by  Mr.  Dean  was  rushed  through 
the  Legislature  before  any  one  knew  auything 
about  it.  He  believed  that  if  the  petition 
was  granted  it  would  be  a  great  bene- 
fit to  the  people  of  the  city,  relieve  the  crowded 
streets,  and  not  hurt  the  treasury  of  the  South 
Boston  road  a  dollar.  He  conclude  1  by  asking 
that  this  road  should  have  the  same  rights  as 
other  roads  cornirig  into  the  centre  of  Boston.  The 
question  of  compensation  will  be  decided  by  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  according  to  law. 

Mr.  Dean  read  some  extracts  from  the  law  to 
correct  some  of  Mr.  Child's  statements  and  to 
show  that  the  South  Boston  road  does  not  en- 
croach upon  it. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  be  heard,  the  petitions 
were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on,  Markets.  George  F.  Gor- 
don, for  leave  to  transfer  lease  of  Stall  So.  5,  Neve 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  to  Henry  P.  Locke. 

Benjamin  Tohnson  and  other  lessees  ot  stalls  in 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  houses,  that  said  houses  be 
closed  at  9  A.  M.  on  April  19. 

Robert  E.  Hudson,  et  al.,  for  a  lease  of  a  por- 
tion of  Mercantile  wharf  property,  if  said  prop- 
erty be  used  for  market  purposes. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildirigs.  Massachusetts  Infant 
Asylum,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing situated  on  Centre  street,  Ward  17. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 


erect  a  wooden  building  on  Pynchon  street,  near 
Roxbury. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Albert 
Blaisdell,  for  allowance  of  claims  against  town  of 
Brighton  for  building  &  sewer  in  Franklin  and 
North  Harvard  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  Donovan 
et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Wall  street,  Charlestown. 

.Leonard  A.  Jones  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Schuyler 
street,  Ward  14. 

Ir=,  Bradley,  for  a  sewer  iD  Warwick  street. 

N»w  England  Hospital  forWomen|and  Childrea, 
that  suitable  drainage  be  furnished  that  institu- 
tiop. 

Albert  Bowker,  to  be  heard  on  matter  of  sewer 
in  Marginal  street  iu  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  H.  Barnicoat 
et  al.,  lamplighters  in  Charlestown,  that  tbeir  pay 
may  be  made  the  same  as  that  of  lamplighters  in 
the  city  proper. 

To  the  Joint  Commitiee  on  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds.  T.  A.  Splain,  that  he  may  have 
charge  of  the  boats  on  the  Public  Garden. 
.  To  the  Joint  Commtttee  on  Fire  Department. 
Glendon  Company  et  al.,  that  a  clock  be  placed  on 
sctioolaouse  in  Princeton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Census  on  part  of  the 
Board.  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  for  leave  to 
take  the  census  of  this  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Alden  Avery  et  al.,  for  leave  to  construct 
a  cellar  below  grade  at  coiner  of  Holyoke  street 
and  Commbu"  avenue. 

Michael  O'Ktefe,  for  leave  to  occupy,  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Western  avenue. 

D.  W.  Beckler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  ten  horses  on  Beacon  Troi  ting  Park. 

Hiram  H.  Hollis,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Brighton  ave- 
nue. 

Patrick  Cunck,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Boylston  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Ann  Vauier,  for  hearing  in  relation  to 
betterments  and  damages  on  Shawmut  avenue. 

C.  W.  Batchelder,  tor  increased  award  for  Shaw- 
mut-avenue  damages. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Josiah 
Dunham  et  al.,  that  Swett  street  be  filled  witn 
gravel  from  Fifth,  Sixth  and  Story  street,  between 
G  and  H  streets,  there  being  a  large  quantity  of 
dirt  there  which  can  be  used,  and  the  removal  of 
it  will  serve  to  grade  those  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Moses  A.  Dow  et  al.,  that  Harvard  square  be 
graded,  etc.,  as  a  play  ground  for  the  pupils  of 
the  Harvard  School. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  J.  W.  Shapleigh, 
for  edgestones  at  112  Dartmouth  street. 

C.  J.  Spenceley,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  21-31 
Northfield  street. 

Asa  H.  Caton,  for  the  grade  of  West  Chester- 
park. 

F.  o.  Prince,  trustee,  for  grade  damages  at  17. 
19,21  and  23Cornhill. 

Patrick  Weltch,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Cambridge  srreet  to  unnamed 
street  off  Wf.shin^tou  street,  Ward  19. 

Heirs  of  Solomon  Wil.ies,  for  leave  to  run  a  steam 
pipe  under  Washington  street. 

John  Quirk,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Keyes-street  place  to  Boylston  avenue. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  Superiutendent  of  Streets  to  sprinkle 
portions  of  Stoughton  and  Dudley  streets  in  Ward 
16,  ar  an  expense  to  the  city  ot  $900;  the  abutters 
toco  tribute  the  balance  of  the  cost.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  the  two  officers  in  attendance  ou 
the  South  Boston  Municipal  Court  §1500  each  per 
aunum  from  April  1;  and  the  officer  at  the 
Brighton  Court  $1200  from  same  date.  Passed. 
Subsequently  Alrierm?n  Power  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, and  as  it  was  late  that  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table  in  order  to  allow  him  to  give  his 
reasons  at  the  next  meeting. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  Traiser  $75,  for  Francis- 
street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Martin  L  nnon  $33S.S0,  for  Reed's- 
court  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Catherine  H.  Faunee  $1000.  for  Uox- 
bury-streei  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  John  J.  Williams  $792.40,  for  Bow- 
doin-street  damages,  Ward  16.    Passed. 

Order  for  a  loan  of  $100,000,  to  meet  the  cost  of 
water-pipes,  etc.,  in  Wards  17  and  19.  Passed, 
yeas  12.  nays  0.    Sent  down. 
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PAPERS  FKOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  EOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Report  of  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  number 
and  character  of  the  alarms  of  fire  in  March. 
I'l  toed  on  file. 

The  order  for  appointment  of  a  joiut  special 
committee  to  extend  the  hospitalities  of  the  city 
to  the  President  of  che  United  States,  came  up 
amended  so  as  to  authorize  rhe  Mayor,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen  ana  the  President 
ot  the  Common  Council  to  extend  such  hospitali- 
ties.   The  Board  concmied. 

DECORATION    DAY. 

An  order  came  up  for  coucurreiice  to  allow  §200 
to  tbe  commander  of  each  post  ot  ibe  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  in  Bostou,  towards  the  ex- 
pense of  Decoration  Day,  with  an  amendment  to 
include  "tha  N.  P.  Banks  Army  and  Navy  Veteran 
Corps  in  the  Hunker  Hill  District." 

Aldertnau  Burrage— How  much  expenditure 
does  this  involve?  How  many  associations  are 
there? 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  ask  some  mili- 
tary member  of  the  Board  to  explain,  as  he  is  not 
informed. 

Alderman  Power— Itseemslo  me  that  we  shculd 
know  how  much  money  this  involves  the  city  in 
spending. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  have  heard  it  said  there 
are  eight  pusts.  1  want  to  know  whether  we  are 
appropriating  $1000  o>-  $2600. 

The  Chairman — fhe  Auditoi's  report  will  show 
the  exact  number. 

Alderman  Harris— This  is  nothing  more  than 
the  customary  order  that  we  pass  every  year,  and 
I  believe  it  is  due  to  the  posts,  for  they  certainly 
render  a  very  pleasant  and  beautiful  service,  and, 
for  on",  it  commends  itself  to  me. 

The  Chairman— The  report  shows  that  there  are 
ten  posts. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  suggest  that  that  is  for 
1873^,  not  1874-5. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  amount  is  slightly  in- 
creased siuce  the  annexation  of  Charlestown, 
West  Roxbury  and  Brighton,  though  I  don't  know 
the  exact  number  in  those  localities. 

Alderman  Power—  When  this  matter  was  before 
tbe  Board  last  year,  there  was  some  discussion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  this  expenditure,  particulaily 
about  the  appropriation  for  the  N.  P.  Banks  Army 
and  Navy  Veterau  Corps,  and  I  opposed  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  money  for  them.  I  don't  pro- 
pose to  oppose  this  measure  uow,  because  it  is 
one  that  the  people  seem  loth  to  attack;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  about  time  for  this  to  end. 
How  long  is  it  to  be  continued?  There  should  be 
some  end  to  this  annual  bringing  up  of  this  most 
disagreeable  recunence,  to  the  bringing  up  an- 
nually of  feelings  which  ? hould  nothe  perpetuated 
in  this  country  any  longer  than  it  is  possible 
to  do  it.  Then  I  cannot  see  that  patriotism  is 
involved  in  it.  If  the  people  put  their  money  in 
their  own  pockets,  that  is  patriotism;  but  when  it 
is  done  in  this  manner,  it  is  devoid  of  the  patriot- 
ism that  it  is  supposed  to  have  about  it.  This  is  a 
serious  matter,  and  the  sooner  the  perpetuation 
of  it  no  longer  i*  considered,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  tbe  public  goo  I.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I 
opposed  the  appropriation  for  the  N.  P.  Banks 
Corps  last  year ;  but  from  information  I  can  get,  it 
is  just  as  much  entitled  to  this  appropriation  as 
any  other.  But  it  appears  to  be  on  the  increase, 
rather  than  to  he  lesseniug.  If  there  is  jealousy 
in  any  of  these  corps,  we  aie  likely  to  have  two 
corps  instead  of  one,  and  this  is  getting  to  be  a 
pretty  serious  subject.  There  should  be  some 
time  set  when  this  appiopriation  should  cease. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  did  n't  ask  the  question 
because  I  am  oppostd  to  the  beautiful  custom  of 
decorating  the  graves  ol  soldiers  who  died  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  but  it  seems  proper  that  we 
should  know  what  we  are  voting  for,  and  that 
there  my  be  a  question,  as  tne  Aldeiman  sug- 
gests, how  long  mis  is  goh  g  to  continue.  There 
should  be  some  limit  to  it.  I  believe  it  would  be 
better  if  the  contributions  came  from  private  in- 
dividuals rather  than  the  City  Government.  I 
think  the  time  for  appropriating  it  by  tne  public 
should  be  limited.  As  long  as  the  people  think  it 
is  to  be  provided  for  by  the  City  Government,  they 
will  let  the  Government  do  it,  and  the  people  will 
lose  interest  in  the  matter.  It  had  better  rely  up- 
on the  spontaneous  gifts  of  the  people,  as  it  orig- 
inated, rattur  than  let  it  remain  as  a  public  mat- 
ter like  the  widening  of  streets  and  building  of 
sewers. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— The  organization  known  as 


the  Grand  Army  of  tbe  Republic  is  principally  for 
charitable  purposes  and  social  reunions.  They 
have  not  a  large  fund  to  Craw  upon  for  objects  of 
this  kind,  and  rely  upon  the  public  for  contribu- 
tions of  flowers  and  money,  and  they  do  not  so 
rely  in  vain.  The  money  cont  lbutea  by  the  City 
Government  is  used  invariably  in  obtaining  a 
banu  of  music  to  c3ompany  the  post  to  the 
graves.  I  apprehend  tt>?.t  the  custom  will  end 
only  when  those  who  died  for  (heir  countiy  shall 
have  been  forgotten  by  tbose  who  dec  irate  their 
graves. 

The  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence— yeas  12, 
nays  0. 

ELECTION8. 

The  following  elections  ocenned: 
IHrectors  for  Public  Institutions.  Certificate 
of  the  election  by  the  Common  Ccuncil  of  Fred- 
erick Pease  and  Benjamin  Dean  as  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  in  places  of  Sylvanus  a.  Denio 
and  William  Say-.,  aid  "elected  by  this  Board.  Al- 
dermen Bigelow  and  Bun  age  weie  the  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 7 

Frederick  Pease 9 

William  Savward 5 

Benjamin  Dean 3 

Mr.  Denio  was  declared  elected  in  non-  concur- 
rence and  Mr.  Pease  m  concurrence.  Certificate 
sent  down. 

Trustee  of  City  Hospital.  Certificate  of  election 
by  the  Common  Council  of  Stephen  L.  Emery,  in 
place  of  William  A.  Rust,  as  trustee  of  the  city 
hospital.  Aldermen  Woithington  and  Pope  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They 
reported  that  Mr.  Rust  hao  received  9  votes  and 
Mr.  Emery  3.  Mr.  Rust  was  declared  elected  in 
non-concurrence.    Certificate  sent  down. 

Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Funds.  Alder- 
man Power  submitted  a  repoit  from  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  to  Nominate  Candidates  for 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  recom- 
mending the  election  of  Newton  Talbot,  at  large, 
for  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May  next. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot.  Aldermen  Power  and  Stebbins  were 
the  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  tbey 
reported  that  Newton  Talbot  had  received  12 
votes.  He  was  declared  elscted.  Certificate  seut 
down. 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  Al- 
derman O'Brien  submitted  a  repoit  from  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  to  Nominate  Trustees  of  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery  recommending  the  election  of 
Joseph  P.  Paine  and  John  E.  Blakemore  at  large 
foi  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  in  May  next. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot.  Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Viles  were  the 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  and  they 
reported  that  Messrs.  Paine  and  Blakemore  hail 
each  received  12  votes.  They  were  declared 
elected.    Certificate  sent  down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Betterments  Apportioned.  Alderman  Stebbins 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Noitbampton-street  District,  with  a 
preamble  and  an  order  apportioning  Uie  better- 
ments laid  on  certain  estates  on  Feb.  20, 1875,  the 
names  of  the  owners  being  given  in  a  schedule 
annexed;  tbe  said  betterments  to  be  paid  in  three 
equal  annual  instalment-,  according  to  law,  the 
same  to  be  collected  with  tbe  taxes  on  said  es- 
tates. The  order  was  read  ..twice  and  passed. 
Sent  down. 

Settlement  for  Grade  Damages.  Alderman 
Stebbivs,  fiom  the  same  cooimittee,  submitted 
the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Northampton-street  District  be  authorized  to 
settle  and  adjust  damages  caused  by  fhe  change 
of  grade  of  the  territory  included  within  said  dis- 
trict; provided, however,  that  no  payment  shall  be 
made  in  settlement  of  any  claim  exceeding  the 
sum  of  $1000  without  the  approval  of  the  City 
Council. 

Read  once. 

Surrendered  Estates  Taken.  Alderman  Steb- 
brns  submitted  the  following: 

Tbe  Joint  Special  Commictee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
notices  from  the  owners  of  certain  estates  on  said 
district  that  they  are  dissati>fied  with  the  assess- 
ments for  raising  the  grade  of  their  estates,  and 
offering  to  surrender  them  to  the  city  in  accord- 
ance vrith  the  provisions  of  chaptei  340  of  the  acts 
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of  the  year  1873,  bee;  leave  to  report  that  all  the 
parties  having  any  legal  interest  in  ttie  estates 
have  joined  in  the  notice,  and  it  is  therefore  in- 
cumbent upon  the  city  to  proceed  and  take  them 
in  the  manner  required  by  the  statute. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  preamble  a.d 
order.  For  the  committee, 

S.  B.  Stebbins,  Chairman. 

Whereas,  The  owners  of  estates  in  the  following 
described  parcels  of  land,  namely:  A  parcel  of 
land  belonging  to  Walter  Farnsworth  (formerly 
W.  Elliot  Woodward)  bounded  as  follows :  north- 
westwardly by  Harrison  avenue,  ihere  measuring 
three  hundred  twenty-two  and  51-100  (322  51-100) 
feet;  southwestwardly  by  East  Lenox  street, 
eighty-seven  and  48-100  (87  48-100)  feet;  southeast- 
wardly  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Maria  Davis, 
by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Susan  Johnson,  and 
by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Francis  Cunningham, 
one  hundred  ninety-four  and  89-100  (194  89-100) 
feet;  again  southwestwardly  by  land  tow  or  for- 
merly of  Francis  Cunningham,  four  (4)  leet;  again 
southeastwardly  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Fran- 
cis Cunningham,  by  Fellows  court,  and  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Levi  B.  Morse,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-one  (191)  feet;  northeastwardly  by 
Northampton  street  forty- four  and  67-100  (4467-100) 
feet ;  again  northwestwardly  by  land  now  or  for- 
merly of  Mary  A.  Marble,  seventy  (70)  feet;  and 
again  northeastwardly  by  the  same  forty-six 
and  40-100  (46  40-100)  feet— containing  th'rty- 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  (31,523)  square  feet,  more  or  less. 
Also  another  parcel  of  land  belonging  to  Walter 
Farnsworth  (formerly  W.  Elliot  Woodward) 
bounded  as  follows:  Northwestwardly  by  Harri- 
son avenue,  there  measuring  six  bundred  seventy 
and  77-100  (670  77-100;  feet;  southwestwardly  by 
land  now  or  feimerly  of  John  Ryan,  ninety  and 
64-100  (90  64-100)  feet;  southeastwardly  by  land  now 
or  formerly  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  Davis,  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Jonas  B.  Hildreth,  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Bridget  Dolan,  by  Oranae 
court,  by  iand  now  or  formerly  of  Andrew 
Cain,  and  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Ezekiel  S. 
Johnson,  six  hundred  sixty-eight  and  62-100  (668 
62-100)  feet;  and  northeastwardly  by  East  Lenox 
street,  eighty-seven  and  66-100  (87  66-100  feet,  con- 
taining fifty-nine  thousar.d  six  hundred  and 
ninety-two  (59,692)  square  feet,  more  or  less.  A 
parcel  of  land  belonging  to  James  E.  Root 
(formerly  W.  Elliot  Woodward)  bounded  as  fol- 
lows: Southeastwardly  by  Fellows  street,  there 
measuring  twenty-nine  (29)  feet;  southwestward- 
ly by  land  now  or  formerly  of  John  Ryan  ninety- 
one  (91)  feet;  northwsstwaidly  by  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Jonas  B.  Hildreth,  twenty-nine  feet; 
and  northeastwardly  by  the  same  ninety- 
one  (91)  feet,  containing  two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  (2639)  square  feet, 
more  or  less.  A  parcel  ef  land  beloneiug 
to  John  E.  Fitzgerald,  bounded  as  follows: 
northeastwardly  by  Newcomb  street  (formerly 
Prescott  place),  there  measuring  sixteen  and 
twenty-eight  one-hundredths  (16  28-100)  feet; 
southeastwardly  by  Reed  street,  fifty-two  (52)  feet ; 
southwestwardly  by  a  common  passageway  three 
(3)  feet  wide,  seventeen  (17)  feet;  and  northwest- 
wardly by  land  now  or  formerly  of  E.  W.  Fiske, 
by  a  liae' running  through  the  centre  of  the  brick 
partition  wall,  fifty-two  (52)  feet ;  containing  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  (867)  square  feet  more  or 
less.  Said  lands  being  shown  on  a  plan  made  by 
Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor,  dated  April  1, 
1874,  and  deposited  in  the  office  ot  said  City  Sur- 
veyor—have given  notice  to  the  City  Council,  as 
provided  by  chapter  340  of  the  Acts  of  the  Year 
1872  that  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  assessment 
of  the  expense  of  raising  the  grade  of  tbeir  said 
lands.  It  is  therefore  hereby  ordered  that  the 
said  estates  be,  and  they  are  hereby  taken  pursu- 
ant to  the  provisions  of  the  said  chapter  340  of  the 
Acts  ot  the  year  1873. 

T,  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
do  hereby  approve  of  the  foregoing  instrument 
and  of  the  action  of  the  City  Council  in  the  prem- 
ises ;  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act  referred  to  in  said  instrument,  I  hereby  certi- 
fy that  the  lands  described  in  said  instrument 
were  and  are  taken  nursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act.  In  witness  whereof  1  have  caused 
the  corporate  seal  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  be 
hereto  affixed,  and  have  hereunto  set  my  haud 
this  day  of  ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

Major  of  the  city  ot  Boston. 

Order  read  once. 


SUFFOLK  STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  the  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict, which  was  authorized  by  an  order  of  the 
City  Council  passed  the  5th  of  February,  1875,  to 
exercise  certain  powers  in  the  settlement  of  un- 
finished business  relating  to  the  Suffolk-street 
District  improvement,  bsgs  leave  to  submit  the 
following  statement:  The  estates  included 
within  the  Suffolk-street  District  were  taken 
by  the  city  under  the  authority  of  a  spe- 
cial act  of  the  Legislsture  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1870.  After  the  work  of  raising  thejgrade  of  the 
territory  and  raising  and  underpinning  the  build- 
ings bad  been  completed,  the  estates  or  portions 
of  estates  not  required  for  wideuinsr  streets  were 
reconveyed  to  the  former  owners  in  all  cases 
where  a  reconveyance  was  desired  and  where  the 
parties  were  willing  to  pay  assessments  for  taxes 
and  betterments.  Those  estates  wihieh  were  sur- 
rendered to  the  city  were  sold  at  public  auction, 
the  taxes  which  had  been  assessed  upon  them  be- 
tween the  date  of  the  taking  and  the  date  of  the 
sale  being  assumed  by  the  city.  It  appears 
from  the  annexed  schedule,  that  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  on  those  estates 
remaining  unpaid  at  this  time  is  $6217.50.  In  all 
cases  where  the  estates  were  reconveyed  to  the 
foimer  owners,  and  the  taxes  were  assumed  by 
the  city  as  au  offset  for  damages,  they  have  been 
paid  out  of  the  special  appropriation  for  the  dis- 
trict; but  as  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation would  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  tax- 
es on  those  estates  which  have  been  sold,  it  would 
seem  to  be  the  more  convenient  way  of  balancing 
the  treasurer's  accounts  to  pass  an  order  remit- 
ting the  taxes  instead  of  going  through  with  the 
form  of  paying  them  by  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund.  The  committee  therefore  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  remit  the  taxes  assessed  upon  the  es- 
tates n^med  in  the  accompanying  schedule,  dur- 
ing the  years  therein  designated,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  86217.50.  [The  schedule  is  ap- 
pended to  the  order.] 

Read  twice  and  pa=sed.    Sent  down. 

FENCE  VIEWERS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee appointed  to  nominate  candidates  for  field 
drivers,  etc.,  submitted  a  report  recommending 
the  election  of  the  following: 

Inspector  of  Lime — Ebenezer  Curtis. 

Culler  of  Hoops  and  Staves— Horace  A.  Pawyer. 

Field  Drivers  and  Pouud  Keepers — William  D. 
Cook,  S.  E.  Partridge,  Henry  Morse,  Thomas  M. 
Cotton,  Charles  Spear,  William  Gordon,  Wilson 
Stanley,  Jeremiah  M.  Swett,  Edwin  S.  Ellsworth, 
Bernard  Crosby,  James  A.  Cogswell,  John  L. 
Chenery,  James  M.  Gardner,  James  W.  Wasou, 
Samuel  Mcintosh,  Edward  F.  Mecuen,E.  T.  Hitch- 
cock, John  Robie,  William  Moulton,  William  T. 
McChesuey,  Patrick  H,  Rogers,  Theodore  Hersey, 
John  W.  Moriis,  William  Seollans,  William 
Thomas,  S.  Augustus  Rogers,  Edwin  A.  Head, 
Henry  A.  Wood,  Abraham  M.  Loring. 

Fence  Viewers— John  Dove,  E.  H.  R.  Ruggles, 
Horace  W.  Jordan,  Edward  Curley,  Levi  Fisk, 
James  M.  Davis.  John  Noble,  Benjamin  F.  Ricker, 
John  D.  Weston,  John  Gary,  Woodbury  L.  Lewis. 
Thomas  Cunningham. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  nominations 
were  confirmed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  licenses  tospiinkle 
streets  to  John  Bergen,  Timothy  Caluan,  P.  W. 
Gordon,  A.  E.  Pratt,  "Cook  &  Raudry,  Augustus 
Stevens,  Philip  Sowdon.  Jr.,Orsatnus*Nute,  Adon- 
iram  Curtis,  John  Gormley,  Michael  Clark,  A.  J. 
Tuttle,  G.  H.  Moseley,  and  G.  H.  Moseley,  execu- 
tor, and  others.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  North  Centre  street,  between  Hanover  and 
North  streets,  against  the  passage  of  vehicles  for 
the  term  of  three  months  trom  this  date. 

Alderman  Power — As  that  might  seem  to  be  an 
unreasonable  length  of  time,  I  would  state  that 
North  Centre  street  is  the  first  street  north  of 
Blackstone  street,  and  is  very  narrow.  The  par- 
ties have  a  permit  to  erect  a  large  brick  building 
there,  and  it  will  not  be  safe  to  allow  teams  to  go 
there.  Of  course,  if  any  one  is  injured  by  this 
order,  it  may  be  rescinded  at  any  time. 

The  order  "was  read  twice  and  passed. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  sprinkle  with  salt  water  Beacon  street, 
between  Parker  street  and  the  Brookline  line; 
Brighton  avenue,  between  Beacon  street  and  the 
railroad  biidge,  and  Brookline  avenue,  between 
Beaco.i  street  and  Maple  avenue,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  tin  roadway  of  ?aid  street  and  ave- 
nues; the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Red  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  ami  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  erect  a 
suitable  wooden  stable  for  the  use  of  the  Paving 
Department  upon  the  lot  owned  bv  the  city  on 
Childs  street,  West  Roxbury.  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding 85000.  and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  set  apart  said 
sum  for  that  purpose  from  the*  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  for  Paving  for  1874-75. 

Bead  once. 

Older  to  pay  Joseph  Streck  $800  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  106  to  110  Cabot  street.    Read  twice  and 


WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  recommending  the  passage  of  orders 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  permits  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  bv  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  on 
Sixth  street,  Ward  7,  and  by  the  Middlesex  Rail- 
road to  extend  a  wooden  building  on  Charlestown 
Neck.  Orders  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC   GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $10,000  in  hiring  laborers  and  keep- 
ing in  good  order  and  condition  the  Common, 
Public  Garden  and  other  public  grounds  in  the 
city  not  otherwise  provided  for;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Oidered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $250  in  purchasing  grass  ana  other 
seeds;  said  sum  to  he  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Giounds  be  authoiized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $1500  in  hiring  teams  tor  work  on 
the  public  grounds:  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $2500,  for  the  improvement  of  the 
public  grounds  near  Jamaica  Pond;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authoiized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $200,  for  tools  and  repairs  on  the 
same;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $500,  in  purchasing  trees  and 
shrubs  for  the  public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be 
charge:!  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Ground-*. 

Oidered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authoiized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $1000,  in  paying  for  the  use  of 
water  and  for  watering  the  street,  around  the 
public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
care  of  Blackstone,  Franklin,  Worcester  and 
Lowell  squares  and  Union  park,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $1650 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Labor,  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
care  of  the  public  grounds  and  the  trees  in  the 
streets  of  East  Boston ;  the  expense,  not  to  exceed 
$900,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Labor,  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $900,  for  manure  to  be  used  on  the 
Common  and  public  grounds;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Puhlic  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceediug  $1500,  in  purchasing  sods  for  the 
public  grounds  ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
piopriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $1500,  in  purchasing  loam  for  the 
public  grounds ;  i>aid  sum  to  by  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Commoo  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  $6000,  in  purchasing  red  gravel  for 
the  paths  on  the  public  grounds,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Puohc  Ground?. 

Aide/man  Power — Those  orders  ougnt  to  take 
their  second  reading  this  evening.  Aldermen  who 
have  been  here  know  that  this  work  is  to  com- 
mence, and  that  as  most  of  it  is  to  be  advertised 
for,  it  will  take  considerable  time.  This  is  for 
work  proposed  to  go  on  during  the  year.  If  no 
Alderman  objects,  I  move  that  they  take  their 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  wish  to  ask  if  the  com- 
mittee propose  to  contract  for  the  curb  or,  the 
Coiumou  on  Tremont  street,  this  present  year? 

Alderman  Power— The  committee  voted  today 
to  advertise  for  proposals.  Last  vear  they  adver- 
tised for  proposals  and  received  them ;  but  they 
have  been  instructed  that  they  must  advertise 
again.  They  propose  to  do  it  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  we  presume  the  question  is  settled  that  the 
Common  cannot  be  taken. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  a  second  time 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Commonwealth-avenue  Square.  Repoit  repre- 
senting that  an  appropriation  ot  $10,000  was  made 
last  vear  for  giading,  fencing  and  sodding  the 
square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  Exeter 
and  Fairfield  streers.  Owing  to  unavoidable  de- 
lays, the  contracts  for  the  work  cannot  be  com- 
pleted before  the  end  of  the  financial  year.  In 
order  to  retain  the  means  for  paying  for  the  work 
when  completed,  it  is  necessary  to  set  apart  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation,  and  not 
place  it  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund  on  the 
1st  of  May.  To  that  end  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  set  apart  the  unexpend- 
ed balance  of  the  appropriation  of  $10,000,  made 
in  1874  for  the  extension  of  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue between  Exeter  and  Fairfield  streets,  and 
hold  th;  same  for  the  payment  of  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds" in  making  said  extension  in  accordance 
with  orders  of  the  City  Council. 

Read  twice  and  passed.  Sent  down. 
Orchard  Park.  Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
take  any  action  in  regard  to  purchasing  certain 
estates  adjoining  Orchard  Park  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  said  park.  Accepted  and  sent 
down. 

WIDENING   STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  reports  and  orders  as  follows : 

Report  tecommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Tho  mas  G.  Lewis  et  al.  for  revision  of 
assessment  for  betterments  on  Bigelow  street, 
Ward  19,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  inadvisable  that 
the  assessment  for  betterments  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  of  the  late  town  of  Brighton  should  be 
revised.  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Bigelow,  who  said  the  paities  desired  a  fur- 
ther hearing. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages  in  laying  out 
and  wid  ring  streets  as  follows: 

Horace  Pierce,  $350.50,  widening  Washington 
street,  Brighton,  in  1873. 

Arioch  Went  worth,  $4740,  for  his  estate  at  cor- 
ner of  Charlestown  and  Causeway  streets,  surren- 
dered to  the  city  under  the  widening  of  Charles- 
town street,  and  taken  by  an  ordsrof  the  Board  of 
Stieet  Commissioners  passed  this  day. 

Arioch  Weutworth,  $1708,  for  land  taken  from 
his  estate,  150  to  154  Charlestown  street,  by  the 
widening  cwE  Charlestown  street  by  a  resolve  and 
order  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  passed  this 
day. 

Arthur  Libby,  $3064;  widening  of  Shawmut  ave- 
nue. 

Caroline  A.  Benton,  $15,455,  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  A.  M.  Benton,  by  the  widening  of  Leveret 
street. 

Severally  read  once. 

Home  for  Aged  Women  and  the  Boston  Female 
Asylum,  $64,  for  land  taken  from  their  estate  20 
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Hanover  avenue,  and  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Hanover  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Home  for  Aged  Women  and  Boston  Female 
Asylum,  $8500  for  their  estate  366  and  368  in  North 
street  and  on  Hanover  avenue,  surrendered  to 
the  city  under  ihe  widening  of  Hanover  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  Home  for  Aged  Women 
and  Boston  Female  Asylum,  Charles  P.  Walker 
and  Ebenezer  P.  Robinson  to  "quit  on  Hanover 
avenue  on  or  before  May  1  next.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Joseph  Nickerson,  Eliza  Good, 
heiis  of  George  F.  Bartlett,  and  Charles  Davis,  to 
"quit"  on  Hunneman  street  on  or  before  May  1 
next.    Passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  B.  P.  Robinson,  William  Han- 
nan,  Benjamin  A.  Biowd,  Warren  W.  H.Richards, 
heirs  of  James  Davenport,  heirs  of  Benjamin  F. 
Brown,  Eliza  J.  Cooper,  Francis  M.  Gleason, 
Oliver  Ditson,  St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Church,  Right 
Rev.  J.  J.  Williams,  John  Wall,  James  Jessup, 
John  D.  Reinhard,  James  Tucker  2d,  Nathauiel 
Phillips,  Robert  McDevitt  and  Thomas  Haney, 
Mary  L.  Fenno,  Cornelia  H.  Eliot,  Richard  W. 
Robinson,  and  Maiy  A.  Mann,  to  "quit"  on  Bow- 
dom  street  on  or  before  May  1  nexc. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  this 
Board  with  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  adjust  and 
settle  all  claims  the  city  has  against  persons  or 
corporations  for  betterments  for  the  laying  out  of 
Atlantic  avenue,  or  for  filling  docks  and  building 
sewers  in  accordance  with  a  special  act  of  this 
Commonwealth  approved  April  17, 1869. 

Alderman  Steobios  asked  for  some  explanation 
of  the  order. 

Alderman  Harris— This  order  is  simply  to  enable 
the  Committee  on  Streets  to  settle  some  out- 
standing claims  which  now  exist.  If  a  proposi- 
tion is  made  to  the  committee  they  are  unable  to 
accept  it  if  it  is  less  than  -She  amount  that  has 
been  assessed,  without  coming  to  the  Board  for 
approval.  We  have  deemed  it  essential  to  intro- 
duce this  order  to  enable  us  to  effect  some  of 
these  settlements  which  have  ariseD,  and  which 
will  receive  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  before  any- 
thing can  be  done.  That  is  the  intention  of  the 
order. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  reports  with  orders  of  notice  of  hear- 
ings on  Tuesday,  the  20th  inst.,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  common 
sewers  in  Schuyler  and  Maple  streets,  in  Edge- 
wood  street,  and  in  Warwick  street,  between  Ster- 
ling and  Windsor  streets.  Orders  several'y 
passed. 

THF  BUNKER  HILL  CENTENNIAL. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following: 

The  joint  special  committee  to  which  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Mayor's  inaugural  address 
as  relates  to  the  celebration  of  the  17th  of  June 
next,  having  carefully  considered  the  subject, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report:  The  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  great  battle  of 
the  American  revolution  is  an  event  which  clearly 
calls  for  recognition  and  commemorative  action 
on  the  part  of  the  municipal  authorities  of  Bos- 
ton; and  the  only  question  would  seem  to  be  the 
extent  and  character  of  the  actiou  which  it  would 
be  proper,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  desira- 
ble for  the  City  Government  to  take. 

Your  committee  have  conferred  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  and  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  Association,  but  no  definite  action  can 
be  taken  until  the  representatives  ot  the  city  are 
duly  authorized  to  give  their  asseut  to  such  ar- 
rangements as  may  be  agreed  upon  for  the  cele- 
bration. 

It  is  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  State  to 
invite  as  its  guests  the  principal  executive 
officers  of  the  United  States  and  the  govern- 
ors of  the  several  States  ;  and  to  order  out 
for  review  and  for  escort  duty  the  entire  mili- 
tia organization  of  this  State.  With  a  view  to 
secure  narmony  of  action  and  prevent  confusion 
in  carrying  out  the  details,  it  is  suggested  that  all 
the  other  matters  connected  with  the  celebration 
—except  the  delivery  of  the  oration,  for  which 
arrangements  have  already  been  made  by  the 
Monument  Association — should  be  under  the  con- 
trol and  management  of  the  city.  On  that  basis 
an  approximate  estimate  has  been  prepared  of 
he  expense  which  the  city  tvould  be  called  upon 


to  bear,  amounting  in  the  total  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  committee  would  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  an  order  appropriating 
that  amount. 

As  this  celebration  will  undoubtedly  be  the  prin- 
cipal event  of  the  year  in  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try, it  would  hardly  seem  proper  or  expedient  for 
the  city  to  make  arrangements  for  an  elaborate 
celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July;  and  the  com- 
mittee would  suggest  that  the  programme  for  that 
day  be  confined  to  the  ringing  of  bells,  the  firing 
of  salutes,  the  delivery  of  an  oration  and  the  pro- 
viding amusements  for  the  publi  j  school  chilaren 
—all  of  which  can  be  done  for  lees  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

For  the  Comoiittee. 
Thomas  B.  Harris,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Ald=,rmen,  and  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council,  with  the  joint  special 
committee  to  which  was  referred  S3  much  of  the 
Mayor's  inaugural  address  as  relates  to  the  cen- 
tennial celebiation  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
be  authorized  to  make  suitable  arrangements  on 
the  part  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  celebration 
of  said  anniversary,  and  that  said  committee  be 
authorized  to  expend  for  that  purpose  the  income 
of  the  Foss  Fund  and  the  Babcock  Fund,  anil  in 
addition  thereto  a  sum  nor.  exceeding  $30,000;  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Harris— If  there  is  no  objection  I 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading  this 
evening,  that  it  may  go  to  the  Council  on  Thurs- 
day. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  that  order  requires 
more  serious  consideration,  and  the  gentleman 
may  find  more  objection  in  carrying  his  sugges- 
tions into  practice  than  he  bargained  for.  I 
think  the  doing  away  with  the  celebration 
of  the  anniversary  of  the  independence 
of  this  countrv  will  not  be  accomplished  so  easily 
as  that;  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  doubt  wheth- 
er we  should  appropriate  so  much  money  for  a 
celebration  that  will  be  confined  almost  toons 
spot.  Then,  too,  I  have  doubts  as  to  the  propriety 
of  spending  that  amount  of  money  for  any  cele- 
bration at  this  time.  If  we  are  going  to  econo- 
mize, let  us  economize  in  that  as  well  as  in  any- 
thing else.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  is  as  much  as 
we  dared  to  appropriate  in  the  most  prosperous 
times  for  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of 
natioual  independence.  I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Alderman Stebbius — Asanetnber  of  the  com- 
mittee from  whom  this  report  emanates,  I  desire 
to  state,  as  I  stated  to  the  chairman,  that  I  ap- 
prove the  general  features  of  the  order,  but  I  dis- 
approve of  the  amount  asked  for.  I  think  $25,000 
will  be  ample,  and  I  even  thiuk  that  $15,000  will 
provide  a  celebration  in  every  way  creditable  to 
the  city  and  tb.~:  event.  I  shall,  ther-fore,  move 
to  amend  by  making  the  amount  $25,000. 

The  Chair  ruled  fhat  the  amendment  was  not  in 
order  at  that  time. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  what  would  be  the 
income  from  the  funds  spoken  of. 

Alderman  Harris  replied  that  it  would  be  about 
$600.  As  there  was  opposition,  which  Up  had  not 
anticipated,  he  withdrew  the  motion  for  a  second 
reading. 

The  report  and  order  were  laid  over. 

police. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Police : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  authorized 
to  permit  certain  members  of  the  police  force  of 
this  city,  not  exceeding  oue  hundred  and  teu  iu 
number,  to  attend  the  centennial  celebrations  at 
Concord  and  Lexington,  and  to  exercise  such  pow- 
ers as  may  lawfully  be  conferred  upon  them  by 
the  Selectmen  ot  said  towns. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  the  confirmation  of  the 
following  Executive  nominations  for  members  of 
the  police  force:  Timothy  Enright,  Libbeus  B. 
McCausland,  Samuel  S.  Sawyer,  Charles  W.  Ober, 
Henry  B.  Shaw,  Elinhalet  L.  Graves,  Samuel  NT. 
Prescott,  Christopher  J.  Burrill,  Charles  W.  Gar- 
field, George  E.  Weld  on.  Thomas  Lowell,  John  F. 
M.  Burke,  Franklin  P.  Chase,  Benjamin  F.  John- 
ston, Edward  D.  Hall.  Rep.rt  accepted  and  nom- 
inations confirmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 
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License  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles  lefused 
— Michael  Powderby,  87  Lenox  street. 

Minois'  applications  granted— One  bootulack, 
ten  newsboys. 

Wagon  license  granted— David  Sidney,  277  North 
street. 

Amusement  license  granted — Fiank  Edwards 
for  license  for  exhibitions  of  sleight  of  hand,  etc., 
April  20  to  26  inclusive. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  o 
James  Graham  to  deal  iu  second-hand  articles  at 
40  Batteryinarch  strset  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Rsad  twice  and  passed. 

THE  NEW   LIQUOR  LAW. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following, 
saying  it  was  desirable  to  have  the  order  take 
eflect  on  the  1st  of  May : 

Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
Commonwealth  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,"  ape  roved  the  fifth 
day  of  April  A.  D.  1875,  it  is  provided  among  oth- 
er things  as  follows,  namely  ; 

"Sect.  20;  The  powers  arid  duties  given  to  and 
imposed  upon  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  cities 
by  this  act  may  be  exercised  in  any  city  by  a 
Board  of  License  Commissioners,  if  the  City 
Council  of  such  city  shall  so  determine,  and  such 
board  shall  consist  of  three  inhabitants  of  said 
city,  to  l>e  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed 
by  the  City  Couueil  thereof,  and  shall  hold  office 
until  the  first  day  of  May  next  after  their  appoint- 
ment, or  until  their  successors  are  appointed  and 
confirmed,  and  shall  receive  sunh  compensation 
as  the  City  Council  shall  determine" ;  and 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council,  it 
is  expedient  that  the  powers  and  duties  conferred 
by  said  act  upon  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  cities 
should  be  exercised  in' the  city  of  Boston  by  a 
board  of  license  commissioners,  it  is  theiefore 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  Ins  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  nominate  for  confirmation  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil three  inhabitants  of  this  city,  to  constitute  a 
board  of  license  commissioners,  with  authority  to 
exercise  the  powers  and  duties  conferred  upon  rhe 
said  commissioners  by  the  ninety-ninth  chapter  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  1875. 

Bead  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tliat  the -Committee  on  Salaries  be 
directed  to  report  an  order  establishing  the  sal- 
aries of  the  commissioncis  to  be  appointed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  a  suitable  office,  in 
some  convenient  locality,  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE    CENSUS. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Committee  on  Census 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Boaid,  to  who  was  referred  the 
ptti'ion  of  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  submitted 
a  report  with  the  t  olio  wing  order: 

Ordered,  That  George  Sampson,  with  such  a 
corps  of  assistants  ao  maj  hereafter  be  appoiuted  by 
the  Mavor  and  Aldermen,  be  selected  as  agent  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  census  of  this  city,  as 

provided   by    chapter   of     the  acts  of    1875, 

and  that  such  agents  be  duly  sworn  before  enter- 
ing on  said  duty. 

Read  once. 

MARKETS  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Prescott,  from  the  Committee  on 
Markets,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Faneuil  Hall  markets  be  closed 
at  and  after  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Monday,  the 
19th  day  of  April  instant. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  oa  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  the  following  petitions  to  occupy 
stables:  Omar  Loring,  11  High  street,  Ward  16; 
Middlesex  Eailroad,  to  keep  sixty  horses  in  addi- 
tion to  present,  number  in  stable  on  Charlestown 
Neck;  Thomas  Glen  more,  to  occupy  new  wooden 
stable  on  Canterbury  street,  near  Mt.  Hope  street. 

Also  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 
(at  his  own  request)  on  petition  of  A.  P.  Wheel- 
ock,  to  occupy  stable  at  334  Fourth  street. 

Severally  accepted. 


THE    NEW  CHARTER. 

Alderman  Power — Mr.  Chairman:  In  accord- 
ance with  the  instructions  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  I  beg  leave  to  submit,  as  a  substitute 
foi  the  report  of  th;:  joint  special  committee  now 
before  the  Board,  a  copy  of  the  city  charter  in  a 
new  draft,  with  an  order  requesting  tbe  Mayor  to 
petition  the  General  Court  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  substantially  in  accordance  with  said  draft. 
It  is  n't  necessarv  for  me  to  say  that  while  I  offer 
this  report,  I  do  not  indorse  it;  in  fact  I  wish  it 
understood  that  I  do  not. 

Tbe  piincipal  changes  made  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen in  tbe  draft  of  the  charter  as  reported  by 
the  committee  are  as  follows: 

Section  3.  Authorizing  tbe  division  of  the  city 
into  thirty-six  wards. 

Sect.  6.  Providing  for  the  appoint  i.ent  of  rtiree 
registrars  of  voteis,  one  to  be  appointed  annually, 
and  each  to  serve  for  three  years. 

Sect.  8.  Section  8  of  the  charter  as  prepared  by 
the  commissioners,  adopted  as  a  substitute. 

Sect.  30.  Section  24  of  the  charter  as  prepared 
by  the  commissioners,  adopted  as  a  substitute. 

Sect.  42.  Providing  that  in  case  of  the  veto  by 
the  Mayor  of  any  oidinance,  order,  resolution  or 
vote  of  the  Ciy  Council,  a  vote  iu  the  affirmative 
of  two-ihiids  of  the  whole  number  of  members  of 
the  branch  in  which  the  subject  originated  shall 
be  necessary  to  pass  the  same. 

Sect.  49.  Providing  that,  iu  place  of  the  "ordi- 
nances and  orders,"  the  several  boards,  commis- 
sioners and  officers  of  the  City  Government  shall 
be  subject  only  to  the  "ordinances"  of  the  City 
Council  i  ot  inconsistent  with  this  act. 

Seer.  56.  Providing  for  tue  approval  of  the  Au- 
ditor's draft. 

Sect.  60.  Substituting  the  word  "Collector"  for 
"Treasurer"  at  the  end  of  the  section. 

Sect.  67.  Words  "and  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest oi  the  debt"  stricken  out. 

Sect.  71  (new).  Providing  for  disposition  of 
money  received  on  account  of  the  sinning  funds. 

Sect.  74.  Providing  for  the  countersigning  of 
drafts  or  checks  on  account  of  sinking  funds. 

Sects.  83-87  [83-86].*  Providing  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  offices  of  City  Treasurer  and  City 
Collector,  and  prescribing  their  duties. 

Sect.  88  [87].  Provioing  for  ths  removal  of  the 
City  Auditor. 

Sect.  91  [90].  Providing  that  "payments  on  the 
city  debt"  be  included  in  the  Auditoi's  estimate 
of  amounts,  necessary  to  be  raised  bv  taxation. 

Sects.  92, 108, 116,  117,  212  and  214  [91, 118, 126, 127, 
225  and  227].  Substitut'ng  word  "Collector"  for 
"Treasurer"  iu  said  sections. 

Sect.  94  [93].  Providing  that  a  statement  of  the 
amount  and  character  of  the  city  debt  be  includ- 
ed in  the  Auditoi's  annual  report. 

Sects.  97-100  C96-110].  Providing  for  a  Board  of 
Education  who  shall  have  the  direction  and  su- 
pervision of  the  public  schools;  said  board  to  con- 
sist of  fifteen  persons,  five  to  be  appointed  annu- 
ally, and  each  to  serve  without  compensation  for 
three  years. 

Sect.  101  [111].  Section  107  of  the  charter,  as 
prepared  by  the  commissioners,  adopced  as  a  sub- 
stitute. 

Sects.  103, 104  [113, 114].  Sections  109  and  110  of 
the  charter,  as  prepared  bv  the  commissioners, 
adopted  respectively  as  substitutes. 

Sect.  118  [128].  Amended  by  adding  to  the  sec- 
tion, section  129  of  the  charter  as  prepared  by  the 
commissioners,  said  section  being  first  amended 
by  substituting  the  words  "City  Solicitor"  in  place 
of  "Counsel  of  the  corporation." 

Sect.  126  [136].  Providing  that  the  appointment 
of  constables  shall  be  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  said  constables  may 
be  removed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  aoproval  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Sect.  140  [150].  Striking  out  provision  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  shall  have  all  the  powers 
conferred  upon  the  "City  Council,"  and  inserting 
a  proviso  that  said  commissioners  shall  construct 
any  main  drain  or  common  sewer  when  the  City 
Council,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  of 
each  branch,  shall  adjudge  that  public  con- 
venience or  health  requires  that  the  same  be  done, 
and  also  providing  that  under  certain  contin- 
gencies the  City  Council  may  modify  or  annul  any 
order  of  said  commissioners  for  the  numbering, 
renumbering  or  naming  of  any  street  or  way. 

Sect.  144  [1541  (new).    Providing  for  the  appoint- 

*  Tbe  numbers  enclosed  in  brackets  refer  to  the  sec- 
tions in  the  draft  submitted  by  the  joint  special  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council. 
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merit,  rsmoval  and  fixing  the  rate  of  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  and  persona  employed  in  the 
offices  cf  tfie  several  cicy  officers  named  in  the 
preceding  seccion. 

Sect.  155  of  charter,  as  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, stricken  out. 

Sect.  154  [165].  Providing-  that  the  City  Archi- 
tect shall  fix  the  compensation  of  the  suboidinate 
officers  and  persons  employe* in  his  office. 

Sect.  160  [171].  Amended  by  adding  to  the  sec- 
tion the  words  "connected  with  the  water  works." 

Sect.  181  of  charter  as  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, stricken  out. 

Sect.  170  [182].  Sect.  190  of  charter,  ?s  prepared 
by  the  commissioners,  adopted  as  a  substitute. 

Sect.  221  of  charter,  as  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, stricken  out. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  oetirioTi  the  General  Court  tor  a  new  charter 
for  the  city  of  Boston,  substantially  in  accordance 
with  the  draft  appended  hereto. 

The  order  and  the  draft  of  the  ch.trt.er  were 
laid  over. 

REORGANIZATION     OF    THE     SCHOOL     COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil it  is  expedient  to  apply  to  the  Genera)  Court, 
now  in  session,  for  such  an  amendment  of  the  city 
charter  of  Boston  as  will  authorize  the  Mayor, 
with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  to  appoint 
fifteen  persons  to  constitute  a  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, to  have  and  exercise  the  general  powers  now 
vested  in  the  School  Committee  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Power— If  that  resolve  is  passed  by 
the  Board  I  have  an  order  to  offer  with  it.  I 
woulo  state  that  this  is  offered  by  the  advice  of 
one  of  the  most  ardent  advocates  of  the  adoption 
of  the  new  charter.  As  no  one  expects  the  char- 
ter to  get  before  the  Legislature  this  year,  and  as  I 
am  willing  to  indorse  that  part  of  it,  1  think  it  is 
important  for  us  to  act  upon  it,  because  it  is  the 
only  department  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  can 
be  bettered  by  a  commission.  My  opinion  is  it 
can't  be  any  worse  tban  it  is  at  present,  and  that 
this  diminution  will  be  a  remedy  for  the 
evrls  that  exist,  and  result  in  saving  a  large 
amount  of  money  to  the  city;  as  this 
pait  might  be  got  to  the  Legislature  and  passed 
this  session,  I  offer  it.  If  any  of  the  friends  of 
the  new  charter  think  it  will  interfere  with  that 
and  jeopardize  its  passage,  they  can  of  course  op- 
pose it;  but,  as  I  said, I  offered  it  with  the  advice 
of  the  most  ardent  advocate  of  the  city  cbarter, 
and  I  think  we  might  get  so  much  this  year.  If 
that  resolve  is  passed  I  shall  offer  toe  followrng 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  instructed  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  ot  Representatives  on  the 
Judiciaiy,  and  ask  for  an  amendment  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  present  charter  of  the  city  of  Boston 
which  relates  to  the  School  Committee,  so  as  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Educa- 
tion substantially  in  accordance  with  the  plan 
adopted  by  this  Board. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  lather  hope  the  resolve  and 
order  will  lie  over.  They  are  somewhat  a  surprise, 
though  it  is  true  they  have  been  talked  about 
since" this  amendment  was  made. 

Alderman  Power— I  don't  wish  to  press  it,  and 
don't  wish  to  be  understood  as  offering  them  with 
the  view  of  stealing  anybody's  thunder,  or  doing 
anything  to  jeopardize  the  charter  itself.  But  the 
gentleman  with  whom  1  consulted  agreed  with  me 
that  it  was  an  important  thing  to  have ;  I  suggest- 
ed whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  have  it  offer- 
ed by  some  advocate  of  the  new  charter,  but  he 
did  n't  think  it  necessary. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  hope  the  matter  will  lie 
over  because  it  involves  exactly  the  question  upon 
which  I  have  not  yet  made  up  my  mind— Whether 
it  is  advisable  to"  detach  this  matter  of  the  School 
Committee  from  the  rest  of  the  charter  or  not? 
If  I  thought  it  advisable  to  do  so,  1  would  vote  for 
it  more  willingly  because  it  is  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  made  marked  opposition  to  the 
new  charter. 

Alderman  Prescott— Peeling,  as  I  do,  that  there 
is  more  urgent  necessity  for  a  change  in  the  educa- 
tional department  than  in  any  other,  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  resolve  and  order  intro- 
duced by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  and  if  it  is 
p.tssed  to  obtain  the  authority  from  the  Legisla- 
ture during  the  present  year. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  will  be  remembered  that 
this  was  the  only  provision  of  the  proposed  uew 
charter  which  met  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
members  of  the  Board. 


Alderman  Harris— Not  unanimous. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  thought  it  was  unani- 
mous. It  is  even  more  radical  in  its  changes  than 
that  reported  by  the  commissioners;  out  after 
hearing  the  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  relative  to  the  School  Department,  this 
was  approved,  and  if  it  is  passed  by  the  City 
Council  at  an  early  aay,  I  hsve  no  doubt  this  im- 
portant change  can  be  made  at  the  present  session 
of  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Burraee — I  desire  to  say  that  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  but  I  doubt 
the  expediency  of  sending  it  to  the  Legislature 
separate  from  the  charter  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
session.  If  it  should  not  succeed,  it  may  preju- 
dice this  feature  of  the  charter  in  future.  I  am 
very  glad  to  bear  the  seatiment  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  and  meet  him  upon  common 
grourid;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  doubtful 
expediency  to  send  it  to  the  Legislature  and 
have  it  rushed  •  through  this  session.  We  have 
askt  d  a  gieat  many  things  from  the  Legis- 
lature, and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  has  n't  been 
long  enough  before  the  people  to  be  thoroughly 
considered.  It  looks  a  little  like  forcing  the  mat- 
ter. But  the  more  they  think  of  it  the  more  I  be- 
lieve they  will  favor  it. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  has  been  a  surprise  to  me 
that  this  extreme  change  of  the  organization  of 
the  School  Committee  has  made  so  little  comment 
outside  of  the  Board  and  from  the  press.  It  may 
be  said  that  this  is  like  forcing  it,  out  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  Board  should  vote  upon  the 
resolve,  which  does  not  pledge  us  to  the  order.  If 
the  order  can  lie  ov.r  trll  the  next  meeting  per- 
haps the  passage  of  the  resolve  will  call  public 
attention  to  the  subject. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
the  friends  of  the  new  charter  shoultl  manage  that 
as  they  see  fit,  and  I  wish  it  understood  that  I  am 
perfectly  -villing  to  go  for  anytning  good  in  the 
new  charter.  This  is  the  only  department  that  I 
think  is  in  r. eed  of  such  radical  changes  as  that 
charter  proposes.  I  am  satisfied,  and  have  been 
for  a  long  time,  that  there  should  be  seme  change 
in  the  management  of  the  schools  uf  Boston. 
Their  expenditure  of  money  is  immensely 
in  excess  of  what  it  should  be,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  remedied  the  better.  I  know 
of  nothing  that  needs  an  immediate  remedy  so 
much  as  this.  I  indorse  and  am  willing  to  go"tor 
this  change,  because  I  feel  that  there  must  be 
some  iraprovt-ment  made  over  the  present  system 
of  managing  the  schools  of  Boston  :  but  I  leave  it 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  brought  it  here.  I  move 
that  the  resolve  take  its  second  reading,  as  there 
seems  to  he  no  objection  to  it. 

The  resolve  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  up- 
on its  passage. 

Alderman  Borrage— It  seems  to  me  that  that  is 
the  whole  of  it,  ana  if  you  pass  one  you  might  as 
well  pass  the  other.  Idoi't  understand  the  dis- 
tinction the  gentlemau  makes  between  the  two. 
My  obiection  is  that  it  had  better  lie  over  till  the 
next  meeting. 

Alderman  Power— The  distinction  is  apparent. 
The  order  instructs  the  committee  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Legislature,  .-md  the  resolye  does  not. 

Alderman  Burrage  —  We  commit  ourselves  all 
the  same. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  suggest,  iu  order 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  Board,  tliat  the  resolve 
be  amended  so  as  to  leave  out  the  expediency  of 
applying  to  the  Geneial  Court  ac  the  preseut  ses- 
sion. 

Alderman  Stebbins— i  should  prefer  either  that 
it  pass  now  and  that  the  present  charter  be 
ameuried,  and  I  think  we  haa  bettei  pass  the  or- 
der rather  than  let  it  lie  over. 

Alderman  Prescott  —  I  don't  know  why  we 
should  n't  be  competent  to  pass  the  resolve,  which 
is  merely  an  expression  of  opioiou  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins — DoD't  you  propose  to  go  to 
the  Legislature  upon  it? 

Alderman  Prescott — That  is  an  after  considera- 
tion. What  I  want  to  get  at  is  an  expression  of 
opinion  upon  the  plaij.  It  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  i*  in  favor  of  it  I  want  it  sj  recorded.  I 
move  to  strike  out  the  words  "apply  to  the  Gener- 
al Court,  now  in  session,  for  such  amendment  of," 
and  insert  "so  amend  to." 

Alderman  Harris— Have  n't  we  already  peti- 
tioned the  Legislature  to  reouee  the  number  ox  the 
School  Committee  to  sixty-four  or  seventy  two,  ot 
by  making  thirty-six  wards,  and  by  bavins  two 
School  Committee  men  from  each  ward  ?  It  seems 
to  me  that  we  are  acting  inconsistently  to  petition 
to  have  the  whole  matter  taken  out  ot  the  hands 
of  the  people  and  put  under  the  coutrol  of  an  ap- 
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pointed  commission.  I  feel  that  we  ought 
to  wait  till  the  new  charter  is  report- 
ed. In  the  matter  of  schools  I  feel  that 
I  am  not  elected  to  this  Board  to  deter- 
mine what  is  the  best  course  for  the  School  Com- 
mittee to  adopt.  It  is  a  distinct  branch  of  the 
City  Government ;  they  are  elected  by  the  people 
and  are  responsible  to  the  people  as  much  as  the 
Aldermen  are.  If  the  people  do  not  see  fit  to  take 
the  matter  into  their  hands  and  change  it  them- 
selves, whether  it  becomes  us  to  do  it  I  have  se- 
rious doubts  in  my  own  mind. 

Alderman  Stebbins— How  can  the  people  do  it 
except  through  this  Board  of  Alderineu? 

Alderman  Harris— I  presume  it  is  competent  for 
the  people  to  petition  this  Board,  and  certainly 
we  have  no  such  petitions  before  us.  I  have  n't 
as  yet  been  able  to  find  out  this  grievance  enter- 
tained  by   so    many  in   regard  to  the  schools ;  I 


think  it  is  more  imaginary  than  real.  My  own  im- 
pression is  that  the  schools  are  as  well  managed 
now  as  they  can  be  by  a  commission  of  fifteen 
men. 

The  amendment  was  lost— 5  for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood, by  ottering  the  amendment,  as  opposed  to 
petitioning  the  General  Court;  I  merely  wanted  to 
get  at  an  expression  of , the  opinion  of  the  Board. 
As  it  stands  now,  the  Board  have  not  expiessed 
such  an  opinion.  Some  who  favor  the  plan  un- 
doubtedly oppose  petitioning  the  Legislature  at 
the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage  the  subject 
was  specially  assigned  for  the  next  meeting  at 
five  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  20th 
inst.,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APRIL    15,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardtuan,  President]  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM     THE     BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  Glenden  &  Co.  et  al.,  Josiah  Dun- 
ham et  al.,  J.  A.  Splaine.  Moses  Adan  et  al.,  Al- 
bert Blaisdell,  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
and  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  dated  Ap:  il  5.  (Print- 
ed City  Doc.  No.  47, 1875.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  nominating  field  drivers  and  pound  keep- 
er?, fence  viewers,  inspectors  of  lime  and  cullers 
of  hoop-;  and  staves. 

Mr.  Wiilcutt  of  Ward  17  said  he  noticed  that 
there  was  evidently  a  clerical  error  in  the  list  of 
nominations,  and  he  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  names  of  James  W.  Wason  and  Henry  A. 
Woods  from  the  list  of  field  drivers  and  pound 
keeper*,  anil  insert  them  among  those  of  fence 
viewers;  and  to  transfer  the  names  of  Thomas 
Cunningham  and  James  M.  Davis  from  the  list  of 
fence  viewers  to  that  of  pound  keepers.  The 
amen  Imsnt  was  adopted,  and  the  nominations  as 
amended  were  confirmed. 

Repott,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  purchase  cer- 
tain estates  on  Orchard  park.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  order::  authorizing  permits  to  erect 
wooden  buildings  to  be  issued,  viz.:  To  the  Old 
Colony  Rail  load  Company,  on  Sixth  street ;  to  the 
Middle  ex  Railroad  Company,  on  Charlestown 
Neck.    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  nominating  Newton  Talbot  as  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Slotting  Fund  for  two  years,  and 
certificate  of  the  election  of  said  Talbot  to  said 
office  by  ihs  Board  of  Aldermen.  Report  accept- 
ed and  nomination  laid  over. 

Orders  authorizing  a  contract  for  care  ->f  public 
grounds  and  trees  in  the  streets  of  East  Boston, 
at  not  exceeding  $900;  authorizing  contract  for 
care  of  Blackstone,  Franklin,  Worcester  and 
Lowell  -quare  ,  and  Uaion  park,  at  oot  exceed- 
ing $1650;  and  authorizing  a  i  expenditure  not  ex- 
ceeding $2500  tor  improvement  of  public  grounds 
near  Jamaica  Pond.  Severally  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Report  and  order  .lirectiDg  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  appropriation  of  $10,000,  made  in 
1874,  for  the  extension  of  Commonwealth  avenue, 
to  be  set  apart  and  held  for  the  payment  of  ex- 
penses v  cure)  by  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  in  making  said  extension. 
Order  passed. 

Keport  nominating  Joseph  P.  Paine  and  John 
E.  Blakemore  as  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
for  two  years,  and  certificate  of  election  of  said 
persons  as  such  officers.  Report  accepted  and 
nominations  laid  over. 

Orders  authorizing  expenditures,  viz.:  Of  not 
exceeding  $10,000,  ia  hiring  laborers  and  keeping 
in  good  order  and  condition  the  Common,  Public 
Garden,  and  other  public  grounds  not  provided 
for;  of  not  exceeding  $1500  in  hiring  team-:  for 
work  on  the  puolic  grounds;  ol  not  exceeding 
$200,  for  tools  for  the  Common,  etc.,  and  lepairs 
on  the  same ;  of  not  exceeding  $500,  for  trees  and 
shrubs  for  the  public  grounds;  of  not  exceeding 
$1500.  for  sods  for  public  grounds;  of  not  exceed- 
ing $250,  for  grass  and  other  seeds  tor  Common, 
etc. ;  of  not  exceeding  $1500,  for  lcam  for  the  pub- 
lie  giounds;  of  not  exceeding  $900,  for  manure 
for  Common,  etc. ;  of  not  exceeding  $6000,  for  red 
giavel  for  vath3  on  public  grounds ;  of  not  ex- 
ceeding $1000,  in  paying  for  use  of  water  and  for 
watering  the  streets  arju  ad  the  public  grounds. 
Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Preamble  and  order  requesting  ilie  Mayor  to 
nominate  three  persons  to  be  License  Commis- 
sioners, with  authority  to  exercise  the  powers  and 
du'ies  conferred  by  the  ninety-ninth  chapter  of 
the  acts  of  1875.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  authorizing  a  suitable  office  to  be  fur- 
nished for  the  License  Commissioners  when  ap- 
pointed. Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  (who 
said  it  was  desirable  that  the  commissioners 
should  begin  their  duties  on  the  first  of  May  when 
the  act  takes  effect),  and  passed. 


Order  directing  the  Committee  on  Salaries  to 
report  an  order  establishing  the  salaries  of  said 
License  Commissioners.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Treasurer  to  remit  the 
taxes  assessed  upon  the  estates  named  in  a  sched- 
ule accompanying  said  order,  during  the  years 
therein  designated,  amounting  to  $6217.50.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $100,000,  to  be 
added  to  the  amount  borrowed  for  the  purchase 
of  water  pipes,  etc.,  for  Wards  17  and  19,  to  be 
used  for  the  same  purpose  and  lor  laying  down 
said  pipes.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 
Trustee  of  City  Hospital.  Certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  William  A.  Rust 
as  Trustee  of  the  City  Hospital,  in  place  of  Stephen 
L.  Emery,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

i  he  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Wilbur 
of  Ward  13,  Walbridge  of  Ward  12,  and  Damon  of 
Ward  10  were  appoiuted  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported— 

Whole  number  lor  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

Stephen  L.  Emery 23 

William  A.  Rust 39 

Aad  Mr.  Rust  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 
Director  for  Public  Institutions.  Certificate  of 
the  election,  y  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  of  Sylva- 
lius  A.  Dt-nio  as  a  Director  for  Public  Institutions, 
in  place  of  Benjamin  Dean,  chosen  by  this  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr,  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  he  had  been  re- 
quested by  Mi.  William  Say^ard  to  withdraw  his 
narce  as  on*  of  the  candidates.  Messrs.  Sprague 
of  Ward  4,  Barry  of  Ward  7,  and  Harrigan  of 
W.tid  1,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort  and  count  votes.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Benjamin  Dean 43 

Sylvauus  A.  Denio 1!) 

And  Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  seut  up. 

Members  of  Cochitaate  Water  Board.  The  elec- 
tion of  meii.b  is  of  the  Cocnituate  Water  Board 
came  up  in  the  regular  order  among  the  unfin- 
ished business. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  nomi- 
nations be  laid  on  the  table  tor  the  present,  as  the 
discussion  of  the  question  establishing  a  Water 
Boaul  was  specially  assigned  for  half-past  eight 
o'clock,  mid  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
candidates  and  tlie  Cochituate  Water  Board  for 
the  election  to  be  postponed  until  the  other  ques- 
tion was  decided." 

The  motion  was  lost  and  a  ballot  was  ordered. 
Messrs.  Train  of  Ward  13,  Pierce  of  Ward  11,  and 
Moley  of  Ward  19  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive,  sort  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessarv  to  a  choice 32 

Thomas  Gogin 36 

Charles  R.  McLean 36 

Leonard  R.  Cutter 46 

William  J.  R.  Evans 2 

Shaw 1 

Mr.  Cutter  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.and  a  second  ballot  was  taken  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Thomas  Gogin 33 

Charles  R.  McLean 24 

.T.  M.  Wightmao 1 

W.  J.  R.  Evans 3 

And  Mr.  Gogin  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  tn  cause  two  lights 
to  be  placed  in  the  steeple  of  the  Old  North  Church 
on  the  evening  of  the  18th  inst.,  it  being  the  cen- 
tennial anniversary  of  lights  being  caused  to  be 
placed  tht re  by  Paul  Revere.  Passed  in  concur- 
lence. 

In  this  connection  the  President  read  an  invita- 
tion from  the  pastor  and  officers  of  Christ  Churcb, 
Salem  street,  for  the  Council  to  attend  centennial 
services  at  that  church  on  the  evening  of  the  18th 
inst.    The  invitation  was  accepted. 

Order  for  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to 
cause  the  bell  ot  the  Maverick  Congregarional 
Society  to  be  rung  at  the  usual  morning,  noon  and 
evening  hours.  Amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Har- 
rigan of  Ward  1,  by  striking  out  "Mavenck 
square"  and  inserting  "Central  square,"  and 
passed.  Sent  up  for  concuirence  in  the  amend- 
ment. 
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THE  BOSTON  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  Coun- 
cil proceeeeu  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
assignment  tor  8%  o'clock,  viz.,  report  and  ordi- 
nance to  establish  the  Boston  Water  Board.  [City 
Doc.  No.  38, 1875.] 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22 -My  reason  for 
asking  for  a  delay  upon  this  matter  and  its 
special  assignment  for  two  weeks  from  that  time 
was  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  a  better  under- 
standing with  my  colleagues  in  a  conference  that 
we  desired  to  have  with  me  Mystic  Water  Board. 
We  desired  to  know  what  their  views  were  upon 
this  procedure,  as  well  as  to  ascertain  what  work 
was  in  progress  that  would  be  necessary  for  them 
to  carry  out  in  the  interests  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  We  have  had  that  conference 
and  we  have  learned  tbeir  views.  By  refer- 
erence  to  City  Document  94,  it  will  be  seen  that  in 
June,  1874,  authority  was  given  the  Mystic  Water 
Boaid  to  bond  land  and  make  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pense of  laying  a  sewer  or  seiies  of  sewers  to  pu- 
rify, by  every  means  possible,  the  Mystic  water. 
It  is  well  known,  sir,  that  there  is  a  series  of  tan- 
neries in  the  vicinity  of  Mystic  Lake, located  above 
it,  and  their  desiie  was  to  build  a  sewer  for 
the  purpose  of  diverting  those  impurities 
from  running  into  the  Mystic  Lake.  An 
estimate  was  made  oy  Mr.  Doane,  whose  re- 
port is  here,  that  thai  sewer  would  cost  $160,000, 
ex  Lending  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  miles.  But 
while  this  matter  was  in  progress,  and  negotia- 
tions were  pendiog  for  the  purchase  of  land  to 
build  storage  basins,  an  intimation  was  made  by 
several  citizens  to  the  board  that  by  and  by,  or 
quite  soon,  the  citv  of  Boston  would  put  the  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  under  the  control  of  the  Cothie- 
uate  Water  Board,  and  thereby  they  might  be 
able  to  get  more  money  tor  their  lands ;  aud 
also  that  certain  persons  interested  in  lauds 
were  desirous  of  holding  them  back,  so  that  they 
could  get  a  larger  price  for  their  land.  Now,  sir, 
as  a  matter  of  justice  to  our  city— and  I  think  I 
represent  in  part  some  thirty  or  thirty-five  thou- 
sand people  who  were  the  projectors  of  this  work 
— and  in  the  interest  of  them,  and  as  a  matter  of 
public  policy,  I  think  it  is  wholly  inexpedient  that 
anv  change  should  take  place  in  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  or  its  management.  It  has  been  alleged, 
and  I  think  Mr.  Kimball  asserted  here,  that  an  ex- 
president  of  that  board  was  in  favor  of  this 
change.  I  have  had  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Lawrence  on  this  question,  and  he  distinctly  told 
me  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  any  such  change 
until  the  new  charter  shall  be  adopted  by  the  city, 
or  that  it  should  be  merged  under  the  control  of 
commissioners.  The  Mystic  Water  Board  have 
expressed  that  ouinion  unanimously,  and, 
for  myself,  I  have  seen  no  reason  since 
that  conference  —  and  I  have  no  doubt 
my  colleagues  will  speak  for  themselves  upou 
that  subject— tor  such  a  change,  either  as  a  public 
policy  or  for  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of  Boston, 
or  on  the  score  of  economy.  Now,  sir,  as  to  the 
ecouomy  of  those  works  and  the  manner  of  their 
management,  I  have  only  to  teferto  the  cost  of 
them  and  to  the  income  from  them.  In  the 
Auditor's  leport  of  1875-76  you  will  find  from 
the  report  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  that 
they  anticipated  an  income  of  $250,000; 
while  tbe  expense,  including  the  interest  on 
the  debt — which  is  on  the  construction  account 
now  closed,  about  $146,000— would  be  about  $100,- 
000,  thereby  leaving  a  surplus  of  $150,000.  Now, 
sir,  I  claim,  and  I  believe  truly  what  I  say,  tnat 
should  these  two  boards  be  merged  into  one,  how- 
ever much  I  mav  believe  in  the  fidelity  and  ardor 
and  probity  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  and 
in  their  ability,  yet  I  believe,  sir,  we  should 
see  but  little  surplus  if  it  was  in  their 
hands.  Now,  the  Mystic  water  has  cost 
us  only  a  very  small  sum.  And  it  would  n't 
do  to  compare  for  a  moment — because  compari- 
sons would  be  odious — the  cost  of  the  Mystic  with 
that  of  the  Cochituate;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn 
that  the  income  from  the  Cochituate  water  has 
paid  the  interest  on  its  indebtedness— I  so  find  by 
the  Auditor's  report.  Therefore,  as  a  principle  of 
equity,  involving  the  best  interest  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  I  certainly  shall  oppose  the  consolidation 
of  these  two  boards.  I  believe  that  there  is  no 
one  thing  that  makes  it  necessary.  The 
gentlemen  composing  the  Mystic  Water  Board 
are  men  of  large  experience ;  they  have  been  very 
familiar  witb  all  its  details;  thev  thoroughly  un- 
derstand its  workings  and  management,  and  can 


do  it  far  better  than  any  other  class  of  men  who 
may  com?  into  that  labor  and  work.  Therefore  I 
shall  oppose  it  and  protest  against  it. 

Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  21— Mr.  President,  I  oppose 
the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  not  from  any  sec- 
tional feeling  or  prejudice,  but  because  I  think  it 
is  for  the  interest  of  the  ciiyof  Boston  to  have 
the  Mystic  Water  Board  remain  separate  and  dis- 
tinct from  tbe  Cochituate.  When  I  first  learned 
that  ihe  Committee  on  Ordinances  would  report 
an  ordinance  of  this  nature,  it  was  represented 
that  the  duties  of  the  water  boards  were  so 
onerous  that  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  citizens  of 
acknowledged  talent  to  accept  a  position  on  them ; 
I  have  since  been  informed  from  unquestionable 
authority  that  there  are  plenty  of  sound  business 
men  and  retired  merchants  of  financial  ability  in 
this  city,  who  are  willing  to  accept  the  position 
and  give  it  all  necessary  lime  in  conjunction  with 
tbe  efficient  superintendents  and  officers  of  the 
boards.  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  would  be  man- 
aged as  successful  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  for 
it  has  never  been  intimated  that  there  lias  ever 
been  any  dereliction  of  duty,  by  the  officers  of  the 
boar's;  on  the  contrary,  as  tar  as  the  Mvstic  is 
concerned,  with  which  I  am  more  familiar,  its 
affairs  have  been  conducted  by  the  highest  order 
of  financial  ability ;  as  by  this  statement  in  the 
Auditor's  report  of  1873  and  '74,  "By  the  terms  of 
annexation  of  the  city  of  Charlestown,  the  Mystic 
Waterworks  which  now  supply  that  city/East 
Boston,  Chelsea,  Somerville  and  Everett,"  come 
into  possession  of  this  city.  The  outstanding 
loans  on  account  of  these  works  are  $1,403,000. 
The  revenue  derived  annually  from  these  works,  as 
they  uow  stand  is  sufficient  to  pay  their  running  ex- 
penses and  interest  on  the  debt  ;'also  to  pay  a  hand- 
some surplus  into  the  sinking  fund  for  its  redemp- 
tion." Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
cil, I  think  there  is  a  strong  prejudice  against  the 
Myctic  in  aud  about  the  City  HUH  with  some 
officials;  never  a  good  word  is  said  f  jr  it,  but  it  is 
spoken  cf  with  many  a  sly  hit,  as  though  its 
waters  were  dangerous  and  baleful,  calculated  to 
poison  the  system  aud  spread  disease.  The  health 
of  the  communities  depending  on  it,  which  will 
compare  favorably  with  those  relying  on  the 
Cochituate,  is  sufficient  refutation  of  all  such 
ideas.  The  Mystic  certainly  deserves  a  good 
Avoid  from  the  citizens  of  Boston.  In  that  terrible 
fire  of  Nov.  9,  '72  when  men's  hearts  quaked 
within  them,  and  the  complete  destruction  of 
the  city  at  one  time  appeared  inevitable,  when 
iron,  stone  and  brick  seemed  to  dissolve  in  flames, 
the  Mystic  early  in  the  fire  was  connected,  and 
the  natural  effect  of  a  current  with  fifty  to  fifty- 
five  pounds  pressure  into  one  of  forty  may  readily 
be  imagined ;  it  also  did  good  service  the  follow- 
ing spring  at  the  fire  corner  of  Washington  and 
Essex  streets.  If  this  ordinance  passes,  I  fear 
that  amijl  the  amount  of  labor  and  time  required 
to  oversee  the  extension  of  the  Cochituate  works 
the  next  few  years  the  Mystic  and  the  wants 
of  its  consumers  would  be  a  secondary  considera- 
tion. The  purification  of  its  waters  is  a  subject 
that  demands  immediate  attention.  lam  unwill- 
ing to  admit  that  tbe  water  is  not  pure  and  whole- 
some. The  Bunker  Hill  wards,  Chelsea,  Somer- 
ville and  Everett,  find  no  fault  with  it;  but 
in  East  Boston  it  seems  to  be  a  subject 
of  general  complaint,  whether  caused  by 
the  pipes  being  old,  or  on  account  of 
its  being  at  the  termini  of  the  pipes,  and  the 
great  pressure  driving  all  the  impurities  thither, 
I  know  not  which,  but  prompt  and  efficient  meas- 
ures should  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil.  The  con- 
dition of  the  water  af  er  the  March  thaw  was 
caused  by  the  rapid  filling  of  the  pond ;  in  sixty 
hours  the  pond  was  full  arid  flowing  over  the  dam, 
the  groind  being  frozen  and  filling  so  rapidly 
everything  was  washed  into  it.  An  act  is  now 
before  the  Legislature  for  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  which  will  relieve  the  lake  from  all  con- 
tamination. It  will  undoubtedlv  pass,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  present  board  are  the  proper 
parties  to  superintend  its  construction,  and  that 
the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  for  it  to  be  abolished. 
Mr.  President,  the  community  whose  energy  and 
perseverance  secured  this  large  and  unfailing  sup- 
ply of  water,  are  looking  with  jealous  eyes  on 
this  movement,  and  I  should  fail  in  doing'justice 
to  my  constituents  did  I  not  in  my  humble  way 
oppose  it.  I  say  large  and  unfailing  supply,  be- 
cause only  once,  and  that  during  the  late  drought, 
which  was  an  exceptional  period,  and  probably 
might  never  happen  again  in  half  a  century,  has 
it  ever  failed  to  yield  a  bountiful  supply,  and  with 
the  erection  of  proper  storage  basins,  which  could 
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be  done  at  small  cost,  such,  a  thing  would 
never  again  happen.  There  are  today  men  of 
good  judgment  ana  thoroughly  conveisant  with 
the  subject,  who  confidently  assert  that  by 
the  erection  of  those  storage  basins  ami  connect- 
ing the  tributary  ponds  au  ample  supply  of  water 
could  have  been  obtained  without  having  lecourse 
to  Sudbury  River.  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Steven- 
son, in  (heir  report  of  1859,  say  "thf.t  the  area  of 
the  country  forming  the  drauage  basin  of  the 
Mystic  Lake  is  thirty-one  square  miles,  not  exclu- 
sive of  the  area  of  the  water  surfaces  of  the  poods 
and  streams  lying  within  the  basin.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, the  people  of  thai  locality  who  introduced 
the  Mv stic  object  to  the  board  being  abolished; 
they  think  its  past  recoid  deserves  a  better  fate 
than  to  have  it  sink  into  oblivion.  The  increase 
of  rates  the  past  year  in  order  to  have  them  cor- 
respond with  the  Cochituate  rates  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  general  grumbling  from  tne  consumers. 
To  this  I  do  not  object,  nor  do  I  see  how  it  could 
be  avoided.  They  also  fear  that  of  the  three  com- 
missioners appointed  there  might  not  be  one  of 
them  who  ever  was  connected  with  the  Mystic, 
and  consequently  would  be  entirely  ignorant  of 
what  bad  been  done  in  the  past  or  might  be  need- 
ed in  the  future,  for  the  intei  est  of  those  depend- 
ent on  the  Mystic  for  their  supply.  If  I  thought 
it  was  for  the  interests  of  the  people  at  large  no 
opposition  would  come  from  me,  but  I  believe  the 
time  has  not  fully  arrived  to  make  this  change, 
and  that  a  substituie  could  be  proposed  which 
would  be  moie  acceptable. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— It  might  seem  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  from 
the  Charlestown  District,  that  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  in  trying  to  unite  the  two  boards, 
have  some  feeling  agaiost  the  Mystic  Board,  and 
that  they  were  inclined  to  unite  it  with  the 
Cochituate  because  they  felt  that  the 
Mystij  Water  Board  haa  not  in  the  past 
done  its  duty.  So  far  as  one  member  of 
that  committee,-  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
state  that  I  am  ready  to  concede  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  all  the  credit  to  which  they  aie  en- 
titled; 1  am  willing  to  admit  that  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  and  all  the  works  in  their  hands, 
have  been  managed  as  well  as  any  water  works  of 
the  size  could  be  managed  while  under  their 
charge.  But  it  is  not  a  question  of  management, 
or  mismanagement,  or  revenue,  or  its  future  ex- 
pense; the  question  is  simply,  Shall  the  Mys- 
tic and  the  Cochituate  be  united  and  the 
water  works  of  the  city  of  Boston  be  put  under 
one  head,  or  shall  there  be  two  separate  water 
boards  managing  the  Water  Works  of  tbe  city  of 
Boston?  .  Now  the  Mystic  Water  Works  do  not 
supply  simply  tbe  Charlestown  District;  tney  sup- 
ply part  of  the  city  of  Boston ;  they  furnish  East 
Boston  with  water.  Tnere  seems  to  be  no  reason 
why  the  Mystic  Works  should  be  kept  separate 
from  the  Cochituate  Works  any  more  than 
tbat  the  Charlestown  Fire  Department 
should  be  kept  separate  from  the  Boston 
Tire  Department,  or  the  Health  or  Street  Depart- 
ments kept  separate.  The  time  has  come 
when  a  large  amount  of  money  must  be 
expended  in  connection  witb  the  Cochituate 
Water  Works,  and,  as  we  all  know,  and 
as  the  gentleman  has  reminded  us,  a  large 
sum  is  to  be  expended  in  connection  with  the 
Mystic  Waterworks,  the  question  naturally  arises, 
How  can  this  money  be  best  expended  ?  how  can  the 
interests  of  the  city  of  Boston-  and  I  include  in  that 
all  tbe  annexed  territory— best  be  promoted  ?  Will 
it  be  by  two  separate  boaros,  one  constructing 
works  in  the  Charlestown  District  in  the  Mystic 
region,  another  constructing  works  in  the  region 
of  the  Cochituate  works  ?  Or  will  it  be  better  to 
put  them  under  one  head,  and  have  the  works 
done  under  one  commission,  or  two  sets  of  agents  ? 
or  under  one  engineer  or  two  engineers?  Now,  it 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  the  simple  question  to 
be  determined,  How  can  the  water  interests  of  the 
city  of  Boston  be  best  managed?  I  believe  that 
they  can  be  best  managed  at  tbe  present  time  by 
a  board  of  paid  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  as 
provided  for  in  the  ordinance  which  we  uave  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Council.  The  Cocbitu- 
ate  Water  Board,  as  you  well  know,  is  composed 
of  seven  members,  two  elected  anuually  from 
this  branch,  one  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  four  citizens  at  large,  two  going  out  of 
office  and  two  coming  in  each  year.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  the  works  that  we  contemplate  will 
cover  a  period  of  at  least  three  years,  and  could 
they  be  better  managed  by  a  board  of  three  men 
not  changed  during  that  period,  or  by  a  board 
constantly  changing?  I  desire  to  cast  no  reflection 


upon  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  composed  as  it 
is  of  citizens  of  Boston  and  members  of  the  City 
Government,whc  have  their  various  duties  to  per- 
form. I  believe  that  they  give  all  the  time  to  it 
that  they  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  give ;  but 
that  is  not  enough.  It  may  have  been  enough  in 
the  past  when  we  simply  had  pipes  and  water  to 
take  care  of,  and  to  establish  and  collect 
water  rates  and  settle  bill;,  and  exercise  a 
general  superintendence  over  the  employes, 
and  repon.  to  the  City  Government.  But  that 
is  not  enough  at  the  present  time.  The 
Cochituate  Water  Board  has  two  stated  meet- 
ings each  month;  the  rest  are  special  meetings. 
Now  whei*  we  are  going  to  construct  a  line  of  con- 
duit some  twenty  miles,  more  or  less,  and  when 
we  are  going  to  build  three,  and  p.-rbaps  more, 
storage  basins  in  the  future,  how  can  such  a 
body  of  gentlemen  as  that  exercise  proper- 
supervision  and  superintendence  over  that 
work?  I  claim  that  in  the  first  place  they  could 
not  give  to  the  contracts  all  the  time  that  is  ne- 
cessary for  their  examination ;  secondly,  they  could 
not  be  reached  wbeu  needed  to  settle  the  ques- 
tions, which  will  constantly  arise  during  the  next 
two  years,  between  the  Engineer  and  the  con- 
tractors. Think  for  a  moment,  Mi.  President: 
Our  City  Engineer  says  to  a  contractor,''Here,  you 
are  no;  perfoiming  tbat  piece  of  work 
as  you  ought  to!"  Now  if  we  have 
thiee  commissioners — or,  if  tbe  name  is 
odious,  three  paid  agents  of  the  city  of  Boston — to 
whom  a  City  Engineer  can  at  once  appeal,  or  who 
are  on  hand  every  day  to  c*etermine  whether  a 
contract  shall  be  stopped  or  taken  away  from  that 
man,  or  just  what  shall  be  done,  will  not  the  city 
derive  more  benefit  from  it  t ban  if  the  whole  Co- 
chituate Board  must  be  called  together  for  a  spe- 
cial meetiug  and  the  matter  referred  to  a  sub- 
committee,* and  that  sub-committee  report  to  the 
whole  boErd,  and  then  perhaps  a  fortnight  orthree 
weeks  elapse  before  the  question  is  determined? 
Take, again,  the  question  of  1  ,nd  damages.  Be- 
tween Farm  Pond  and  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 
there  are  some  125  landowners.  Now  every  one 
of  those  landowneis  must  be  seen  and  their  prem- 
ises visited;  the  question  of  damages  muct  be 
thoroughly  investigated  a  nd  definitely  determined 
by  some  person.  Now.  I  ask  the  members  of  the 
Water  Board  in  this  body;  I  ask  the 
members  i  f  the  Water  Board  at  large, 
can  tbey  give  the  time  that  is  necessarv 
to  investigate  that  question  of  land  damages?  I 
ask  this  body,  is  it  rigbt  to  ask  them  to  do  it? 
Can  we  expect  fiat  they  will  do  it?  For  one,  I 
see  clearly  what  must  be  done  iu  such  a  case  as 
that,  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  or  its  sub- 
committee, would  necessarily  send  some  person  to 
investigate  the  question  of  land  damages  and  re- 
port to  them.  What  is  that?  Would  it  De  the 
opinion  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board?  No;  it  is 
simply  an  employe  of  the  water  board  w  bo  is  sent 
out  upon  the  line  of  the  works  to  see  what  he 
thinks,  on  the  best  evidence  he  can  get,  what 
should  be  paid  A  or  B  for  tbe  damages  which,  he 
suffers.  Take  the  case  of  selectmen  of  towns; 
there  are  a  great  many  roads  under  or  alongside 
of  which  the  conduitis  to  pass;  the  grade--  ofthose 
roads  must  be  changed.  Who  caD  attend  to  tbat? 
Who  can  visit  the  selectmen  ?  In  some  case.;,  they 
may  have  to  dance  attendance  upon  tho-e  select- 
men before  getting  an  interview  in  reference  to  tbe 
change  of  the  gradej  cf  those  roads.  Is  not  the 
city  ot  Boston  likely  to  have  the  work  delayed 
while  tue  questiou  "of  changing  the  grade  of  a 
load  is  under  investigation?  Sol  might  go  on 
and  enumerate  numerous  otber  instances  in  which 
prompt  action  will  be  ueoess  ry  on  the  part  ot  the 
city  of  Boston  while  this  work  is  V>eiug  done. 
It  does  seem  to  me,  therefore,  that  "neither 
the  constituents  of  tbe  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  nor  the  members  of  this  body  from  tbe  dis- 
trict, should  chink  there  is  any  feeliug  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens  or  Boston,  or  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  towards  doing  away  with  the  Mystic 
W,iter  Board.  We  must  do  one  of  three  things:  We 
must  eithei  let  things  drift  along  as  they  are. 
with  a  board  over  there  of  five  members,  of 
whom  the  terms  of  four  have  already  expired, 
and  the  other  one  expires  on  the  1st  of  April. 
1876;  we  must  go  on  in  that  way,  or 
we  niu*t,  under  the  act  of  tbe  Legisla- 
ture which  was  passed  last  year  and  amended 
this  year,  go  on  and  establish  the  Boston  Water 
Board;  or  we  must  do  what  I  understand  is  rather 
objected  to  by  gentlemen  on  tbe  other  side  of  the 
river — I  don't  speak  of  the  gentleuu  n  iu  this 
cbamber— and  that  is  that  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  should  be  sw.Jlowed  up   bv  the  Cochituate 
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Water  Board.  It  a  change  is  made,  I  ttiink  the 
citizens  on  that  side  of  the  river  desire  that  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  shall  not  be  merged  in  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board,  but  rather  that 
the  two  should  be  merged  in  a  «ei»  one, 
so  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  Mystic 
had  become  part  of  the  Cochituate,  but  that 
both  h;ul  b"Couid  part  of  a  now  board,  to  wit, 
the  Boston  Water  Board.  So  much  upon  the  gen- 
eral question  of  a  consolidation  or  union  of  these 
two  boards  and  the  importance  of  employiug  per- 
sons who  shall  give  their  whole  time  and  attention 
to  the  water  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston.  And 
let  me  say  here,  that  most  of  the  members 
of  this  body  doubtless  kaovv  that  when  the 
Cochituate  water  was  introduced  into  Bos- 
ton, it  was  found  necessary  to  have  three 
paid  commissionets  to  have  the  uperintend- 
ence  and  construction  of  the  works.  When 
the  works  were  constructed  and  ready  to  be 
turned  over  to  the  city  of  Boston,  it  was-provided 
that  the  City  Council  then  should  determine  how 
their  water  works  should  be  managed.  So  1  say 
now,  Mr.  Presioent,  let  us  go  on  and  have  a  com- 
mission ot  paid  agents  to  construct  the  new 
Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Works,  and  then  if, 
after  their  work  is  done,  the  City  Council  shall 
determine  that  they  have  no  longer  any  need  for 
commissioners,  ic  will  then  be  in  their  power  to 
say  to  the  commissioners,  You  Have  done  your 
work,  you  have  done  what  we  expected  you  to  do, 
and  now  we  purpose  to  reorganize  the  Water 
Board  as  was  done  formerly  ana  we  shall  manage 
the  water  works  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  they  were 
before  you  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  have  been  so  much 
impressed,  sir,  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6,  as  to  the  desirableness  of  having  a 
board  that  is  always  the  same,  and  th.  o  will  be 
elected  for  a  certain  term,  that  I  wish  to  submit 
an  amendment  to  the.  ordinance  to  prevent  those 
inconveniences  which  arise,  and  whicli  are  owing 
to  the  annual  changes.  The  amendment  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  provision  for  an  annual  appoint- 
ment of  one  member  of  the  Water  Boaul.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  gentlemau,  in  finding  lault  with'  the 
present  system,  by  which  a  great  number  of 
changes  take  placa  annually,  makes  his  present 
ordinance  appear  defective  upon  that  point.  It 
seems  to  me  that  instead  of  havmgthree  gentlemen 
appointed  for  three  years,  one  of  whom  is  ap- 
pointed every  year,  and  two  of  whom  are  liable  to 
be  changed  in  three  years,  we  should  have  three 
persons  to  serve  three  years  and  transact  this 
large  amount  of  business.  As  I  never  can  see  any 
advantage  from  a  system  of  rotation  in  office  in  a 
commission  of  this  nature,  I  desire  to  offer  an 
amendinrnt  which  I  have  dr..,wn,  making  the 
whole  board  appointed  for  three  years. 

Insert  in  the  first  line,  after  the  figures  1875, 
"and  every  third  ye.r  thereafter,"  and  transpose 
the  words  "in  the  month  of  April"  so  as  to  follow 
the  added  words;  and  strike  out  the  sentence  be- 
ginning "one  member  of  said  board"  (in  line  5), 
and  ending  with  "the  following  May"  (in  line  13). 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— Will  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  plea-e  state  how  he  was  so  impress- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  that  that  pro- 
vision is  necessary,  because  I  don't  think  he  in- 
tended any  such  thing.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  G  is  very  sorry  that  he  has  so  impress- 
ed the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  as  to  oblige  him 
to  get  up  here  and  offer  an  unusual  amendment 
of  this  kin '.  It  seems  to  me  rather  strange  that 
we  should  travel  our  of  the  beaten  track  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  these  commissioners  and  turn  them 
all  out  and  say  a  new  set  of  men ,  who  know  nothing 
about  the  department,  must  go  in  and  begin  over 
again.  It  seems  to  me  that  my  friend  from 
Ward  4  should  have  thought  better  of  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  because  certainly 
it  did  n't  make  such  an  impression  upon  me.  If 
the  commission  is  to  be  of  any  use,  somebody  who 
knows  something  of  the  routine  of  business  and 
the  work  to  be  performed  must  remain  over;  and 
it  was  that  very  thing  that  my  friend  from  Ward 
6  tried  to  impress  upon  the  Council— that  it  was  to 
be  a  perpetuated  body,  and  that  somebody  who 
knew  something  about  it  should  remain  over, 
Now,  if  the  amendment  passes  here,  it  may  occur 
that  the  three  men  composing  this  board  will 
be  turned  out  one  day  and  a  new  board 
come  in  the  next  day  who  absolutely  know  nothing 
of  the  work.  I  think  that  amendment  will  be 
voted  down  if  it  is  studied  by  the  members  of  this 
Council,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— I  am  sorry  that  the 
proposition  is  an  unusual  one,  but  I  made  it  for 


this  reason :  As  I  understand  the  gentlemen  from 
theChai'lestown  Distiict,  they  are  rather  desirous 
of  having  this  matter  bio  lgbt  up  so  as  to  discuss 
the  general  question  of  a  new  charter.  It  has  been 
objected  to  by  the  favorers  of  this  ordinance,  who 
wish  it  to  pa=s  now  because  it  is  in  reality  a  party 
of  the  new  charter.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  pres- 
ent course ;  but  when  the  matter  comes  up  in  the 
new  charter  the  question  as  to  the  desirability  of 
appointing  commissions  for  one,  two  or  three 
years  will  undoubtedly  be  discussed,  however 
novel  it  may  seem  at  the  present  time.  There  are 
a  great  many  pei sons  who  do  not  believe  that  an 
entire  board  is  likely  to  be  turned  out  at  one  time, 
unless  a  great  revolution  by  the  people  makes  it 
probable.  Now,  sir,  we  have  a  very  striking  ex- 
ample in  the  appointment  of  the  Fiie  Commis- 
sion. The  second  vacancy  occurred  this  year, and 
a  gentleman  was  renominated.  1  don't  under- 
stand that  there  is  any  greater  or  less  prob- 
ability, when  the  terms  of  three  commis- 
sioners expire,  that  there  will  be  a  greater 
change  under  it  than  th=U  one  member,  whose 
term  shall  have  expired,  shall  fail  of  a  renomina- 
tion.  The  matter  is  one  I  don't  care  co  discuss  at 
present;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  gieat  object 
to  have  the  board  a  unit.  We  don't  want  to  see  a 
man  truckling  to  public  opinion  to  secure  his  own 
noiuiuaiion.  I  think  it  will  be  for  the  public  in- 
terest to  have  the  commission  appointed  and 
elected  for  its  full  term,  and  that  all  the  members 
shall  be  elected  at  the  same  time.  Therefore,  if 
we  are  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Council  on  the 
new  charter  by  this  ordinance,  I  desire  to  have 
the  method  ol  appointing  these  boards  considered 
at  the  present  time.  For  my  own  part  I  snould  be 
willing  to  have  the  present  boaids  col tmue  till 
the  question  is  considered.  It  is  with  no  intention 
of  trifling  with  the  Council  that  1  offer  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20 — I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  pass.  I  don't  like  theideait  advances,  for 
the  reason  tllat  I  think  that,  under  our  theory  of 
government, the  oftener  we  can  get  round  and  ex- 
ercise the  right  to  say  whether  our  public  servants 
have  done  well  or  not,  the  better  it  is.  Unless  the 
theoiy  of  a  republican  form  of  government,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  wrong,  we  don't  want  it.  I  care 
very  little  what  you  call  these  men,  so  long  as 
they  do  their  work  well  and  as  't  ought  to  be  done. 
As  the  gentleman  says,  when  the  Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Works  were  built  they  had  paid  commission- 
ers. We  lso  had  three  men  in  Chatles- 
tewii,  if  1  recollect;  we  bad  a  hiied  board 
till  i  he  Mystic  works  were  completed.  We 
have  gone  on  twenty-five  years  under  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board,  and  have  never  suffered 
for  water.  I  have  been  here  all  the  time,  and  I 
don't  know  that  anybody  has  suffered  for  water. 
They  tell  us  what  great  trouble  there  is,  and  how 
much  monev  must  belaid  out;  but  I  have  never 
seen  auybody  crying  for  water.  This  last  fall  we 
thought,  rather  than  lose  the  legislation,  and  lose 
what  has  been  done,  that  we  would  acquiesce  so 
far  as  to  allow  the  Sudbury  water  to  run  through 
the  ditch.  We  acted  upon  it  in  good  faith,  to 
prevent  a  water  famine.  The  water  was  turned 
on,  and  how  many  days  were  there  before  it  was 
shut  off?  Why,  thete  was  so  much  they 
would  have  had  it  in  East  Boston  if  the  pipes 
on  Warren  Bridge  had  not  been  frozen.  Now, 
this  is  a  great  amount  of  money  we  have  voted 
upon,  and  one  party  thinks  it  is  going  to  be  econo- 
my to  have  a  commission,  and  another  that  we 
should  go  ou  as  we  are.  Now,  where  is  the  first 
real  suffering?  Who  has  done  anything  wrong? 
Has  there  been  defalcation  ?  1  have  yet  to  learn 
of  such  things.  Yet  somebody  is  crying  out 
that  there  must  be  something  done.  Now,  this 
ordinance  says  these  commissioners  must  engage 
in  no  other  active  business.  I  am  not  a  law- 
yer, and  I  thank  God  for  it;  for  I  believe 
in  straight  language.  That  word  "active" — 
how  much  time  does  it  embrace?  If  a  law- 
yer was  pleading  a  case  he  would  construe 
it  just  this  way :  If  those  commissioners  are  ap- 
pointed, that  word  active  means  they  may  take 
]ust  as  much  time  as  they  please.  If  you  would 
specify  the  number  of  days  in  a  year  it  would 
mean  something.  I  dislike  these  appointed  com- 
missions. The  best  commission  I  know  of  is  the 
Street  Commission,  who  are  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  I  like  that  system  best.  I  believe  in  hav- 
ing public  officers  come  directly  from  the  people. 
I  don't  know  a  member  of  this  Council  who  dis- 
trusts the  people ;  but  I  can't  see  but  that  this  or- 
dinance shows  a  lack  of  faith  in  the  people  to 
exercise  this  power.     This  ordinance  is  far  bet- 
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ter  than  I  expected  we  would  get.  It  limits  the 
expenditure — nothing  more  than  $5000  without 
coming  to  the  Council,  and  not  more  than  $  10,000 
without  sealed  proposals ;  there  is  no  dangerous 
power  in  that.  But  I  doD'tlike  the  commissions 
we  have.  A  few  evenings  ago,  in  a  round-about 
conversation,  I  asked  one  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners this  question:  Suppose  you  three 
commissioners  deem  it  necessary  to  expend 
$50,000  or  $100,000,  and  you  go  and  do  it, 
and  lay  out  money  for  more  companies,  more 
engines,  more  eveiything,  with  the  exception 
of  taking  real  estate  and  building  engine 
houses,  without  a  vote  of  the  City  Council ;  is  n't 
that  as  good  a  debt  against  the  city  as  is  a  note  of 
$10  against  any  solvent  man  in  Boston?  Well,  he 
explained  that  they  could  n't  do  it ;  that  thev  had 
no  more  power  than  a  committee  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment has.  I  said  no.  I  know  theie  is  no  com- 
mittee here,  if  the  money  is  not  appropriated,  who 
can  go  anead  and  expend  $50,000  without  an  order 
of  the  City  Council.  But  this  ordinance  is  far 
better  as  to  the  limitation  of  expenditures  than  I 
expected.  Now,  theieare  two  boards.  We  are 
all  in  Boston;  we  are  all  on  one  side  of  the 
river,  so  to  speak ;  we  are  all  in  and  a  part  of  Bos- 
ton. The  Mystic  Water  Works  have  been  well  con- 
ducted, and  have  been  very  successful.  In  1872  I 
was  on  the  Finance  Committee  in  Charlestojrn 
when  the  bonds  matured,  and  we  had  more  than 
money  enough  to  pay  the  bonds.  In  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  giving  power  to  construct  the  water 
works,  if  there  is  any  new  work  to  be  done  by  a 
loan,  they  could  nottake  theearnings;  the  Council 
appropriated  $100,000,  and  issued  bouds  for  twen- 
ty years ;  but  after  the  first  year  they  had  some 
$30,000  to  lay  away,  and  we  were  informed  that 
the  next  year  they  would  take  care  of  themselves 
and  pay  the  running  expenses.  Well,  last  year 
we  all  came  to  Boston,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to 
take  the  works  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board.  I  can't  see  any  particular  good  m 
it.  If  we  must  have  a  commission,  it  is  all  up. 
Then  the  question  comes,  Is  it  necessary  to  have 
this  commission?  Liberal  as  the  ordinance  is,  I 
can't  see  the  necessity  for  it;  and  not  oeeiog  any 
necessity  for  it  I  can't  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—  A.S  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  I  must  say  that  not  a 
singie  member  of  that  committee  had  any  feeling 
whatever  in  regard  to  either  the  Cochituate  or 
Mystic  water  board.  They  intend  to  cast  no  im- 
putation upon  the  honesty  or  economy  of  either. 
The  ordinance  is  not  to  do  away  with  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  any  more  than  it  is  to  do  away  with 
the  Cochituate;  it  is  not  ta>  merge  the  Mystic  into 
the  Ccchituate  any  more  than  it  is  to  merge  the 
Cochituate  into  the  Mystic.  It  is  simply  an  ordi- 
nance to  do  away  with  both  of  them,  and  es- 
tablish one  board,  that  shall  superintend  aud 
control  the  works  now  superintended  and  con- 
trolled by  two  boards.  I  cannot  see  how  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Charlestown  can  construe  that  into 
an  imputation  upon  the  character  of  the.  men  con- 
trolling the  Mystic  Water  Board,  or  of  their  man- 
ner of  carrying  on  their  works  extravagantly  or 
economically.  The  question  presented  to  the 
committee  was  whether  it  was  better  to  do.  away 
with  those  two  boards  and  establish  one  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  last  year.  The  com- 
mittee of  last  year  thought  it  was  better  that  the 
two  boards  should  be  merged  into  a  new  one, 
and  the  question  presented  to  the  commit- 
tee this  year  was  whether  it  would  be 
better  to  change  that  plan.  They  could  not  j  eport 
a  bill  for  the  choice  by  the  people  at  the  next  an- 
nual election  ol  three  able  and  discreet  men,  1 1 
hold  office  for  one,  two  or  three  years.  We  could 
not  go  outside  of  the  powers  given  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  last  year.  [Mr.  Fitzgerald  read  the  part  of 
the  act  relating  to  the  limitation  of  the  powers  of 
the  new  board.]  That  we  did.  We  limited  the  pow- 
ers as  much  as  we  possibly  could.  We  went  further 
than  has  been  gone  in  any  other  ordinance,  aud 
we  have  provided  that  the  men  shall  be  con- 
firmed by  secret  ballot;  not  by  viva  voce  vote, 
but  by  a  yea  and  nay  secret  ballot,  so  that  each 
man  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  give  an  honest 
opinion  of  the  qualifications  of  the  men,  and  not 
be  treading  upon  anybody,  or  hurting  the  feelings 
of  the  Mayor  by  givirg  a  yea  and  nay  vote.  That 
is  not  provided  for  in  any  other  commission. 
The  only  question  then,  it  seems  to  me,  is  whether 
we  should  give  to  a  paid  commission  the  per- 
formance of  these  duties,  which  are  so  large  that 
members  of  the  City  Government  cannot  possibly 
attend  to  them.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6   has   fully    explained   that.     Then   the 


next  question  is  whether  we  ought  to  go  m- 
to  the  commission  business.  I  know  there  is 
great  feeling  against  paid  commissions.  Many 
think  if  you  have  commissions  they  ought  to  be 
elected  by  the  people.  But  we  cannot  do  that  un- 
der the  powers  granted.  The  committee  thought 
that  if  anything:  was  to  be  done,  it  ought  to  be 
done  quickly.  They  had  no  feeling  about  it  •  I 
certainly  had  no  feeling;  and  we  certainly  dis- 
claim casting  a  slur  or  censure  upon  either  the 
Mystic  or  Cochituate  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— It  has  been  suggested 
that  we  should  not  meddle  with  this  matter  till 
we  get  the  new  charter.  Now,  in  the  first  place, 
it  is  o£  course  very  uncertain  whether  we  shall  get 
the  new  charter  tor  a  long  time.  At  any  rate,  we 
shall  r.ot  get  it  this  year,"and  we  shall  not  he  able 
to  do  anything  under  it  for  a  year  at  least.  If 
anything  is  to  be  done  to  create  a  new  Water 
Board,  it  seems  to  me  there  are  very 
strong  reasons  why  it  should  be  done  at 
once.  We  aie  just  commencing  a  great  work 
which  is  going  to  cost  millions  ot  dollars,  the 
buildiDg  of  reservoirs  and  the  laying  of  a  great 
aqueduct.  It  is  a  great  work  which  will  involve 
the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  men  over  a 
great  extent  of  country,  and  it  is  easy  to  see  that 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  let  the  present  board 
of  seven  men  go  on  and  begin  this  work,  and  then, 
when  the  work  is  half  done,  take  it 
out  of  their  hands  and  place  it  in  charge 
of  thiee  new  men.  That  would  be  very 
bad.  The  objection  against  doing  that  next 
year  would  be  very  strong.  Now,  however, 
when  we  are  just  commencing  this  great  and  im- 
portant work,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  plain  that,  if 
there  ever  is  to  be  a  time  to  make  a  chauge  in  the 
persons  who  are  to  have  charge  of  it,  it  is  now.  It 
being  such  a  complicated  and  immense  work,  in- 
volving so  much  money,  it  must  be  evident  that  it 
is  important  to  have  some  men  in  charge  of  it 
who  can  give  substantially  their  whole  time  to  it, 
and  who  are  skilled  and  competent  men.  Nobody 
claims  but  that  the  present  Water  Board  of 
seven  members  and  the  Mystic  Water  Board  of 
five  members  have  done  as  well  as  could  be  ex- 
pected of  gentlemen  who  give  their  time  to  the 
work  gratuitously.  But  gentlemen  must  see  that 
among  the  seven  members  of  a  board  seiv- 
ing  gratuitously  the  responsibility  will  be 
shuffled  from  one  to  another  and  the  great 
work  of  bringing  the  water  from  Farm  Pond  will 
not  be  attended  to  as  carefully  and  as  economi- 
cally as  it  would  be  by  three  men  paid  to  devote 
their  whole  time  to  the  subject.  This  is  the  main 
reason,  it  sterns  to  me,  why  something  should  be 
done  towards  a  new  Water  Board  at  the  present 
time— that  we  may  get  three  men  who  can  give 
their  time  and  labor  to  the  subject.  Not  but 
that  the  boards  will  do  all  that  cau  reasonably  be 
expected  of  men  serviug  gratuitously,  but  they 
cannot  be  expected  to  give  as  much  time  to  it  as 
men  do  who  receive  pay.  It  is  not  reasonable  to 
expect  that  gentlemen  who  give  time  gratuitously 
will  spend  much  time  in  going  over  the  ground 
and  superintending  and  observing  and  knowing 
what  is  going  on.  The  men  who  superintend  this 
work  ought  to  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  on  the 
ground. "  They  cannot  know  whit  is  goiogonby 
sitting  here  in  City  Hall  and  meeting 
twice  a  month  or  even  twice  a  week,  f  hev  ought 
to  spend  a  great  deal  ol  time  upon  the  ground. 

Again,  it  is  important  1 3  create  our  lie w  board 
now,  it  we  are  going  to  doit  at  all,  in  order  that 
they  may  superintend  the  whole  of  this  scheme 
and  carry  it  through  intelligently  and  that  we  may 
not  have  men  coming  in  when  the  work  is  half 
completed  who  do  not  appreciate  all  the  reasous 
which  caused  this  or  that  to  be  doue.  who  do  not 
appreciate  what  has  been  done  before.  It  >eems 
to  me,  for  these  reasons,  that  it  is  plainly  impor- 
tant that  somethiug  should  be  doue  in  the  way  of 
getting  a  proper  Water  Board  now. 

Then  when  you  come  to  the  question  of  the 
union  of  the  two  boards,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
desirable  that  all  our  water  works  should  be  in 
the  bauds  of  one  board,  and  not  that  there  should 
be  two  boards— one  looking  out  for  water  m  one 
part  of  the  city  and  another  iu  another— 
two  sets  of  men  purchasing  pipes  and  other  ma- 
terial, two  sets  of  men  superintending  questions 
of  water  rates  and  a  thousand  other  things,  which 
are  much  bstter  done  under  one  board  than  if 
done  by  two  boards  having  different  ideas.  Ot 
course,  in  the  matter  of  purchases,  there  ate  a 
great  many  purchases  of  pipes  and  materials 
which  have  to  be  made,  aud  they  can  be  made 
more  economicallv  in  large  amount  <  by  one  board 
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than  in  smaller  amounts  by  two  separate 
boards  for  two  separate  water  works.  It 
seems  to  me  plain  that  with  our  two  similar  sys- 
tems of  water  works  connected  with  each  other, 
it  i*  reasonable  and  proper  in  every  way  tiiat  we 
should  pet  these  works  in  the  hands  of  one  board. 
How  that  board  shall  be  constituted  and  appoint- 
ed is  another  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
ordinance  which  has  been  submitted  presents  the 
proper  course.  Certainly  there  may  be  objections 
to  different  provisions  of  the  ordinance,  but  that 
is  another  question;  nothing  particular  has  been 
saio  aboui  that.  The  main  question  is,  do  n't  we 
need  a  new  Water  Board  to  superintend  the  bring- 
ing in  of  the  Sudburv  water  at  the  present  time? 
I  believe  that  we  do.  If  we  provide  for  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  Water  Board,  it  then  seems  to  me 
plain  that  the  interests  of  the  city  require  that  our 
entire  water  works  should  he  placed  under  one 
management. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  thought  the  subject  had 
been  fully  discussed,  and  as  the  ordinance  had 
been  before  the  Council  two  or  three  weeks,  he 
moved  the  pievious  question. 

Mr.Wilson  of  Ward  12  desired  to  speak,  and  had 
been  waiting  for  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  raised  the  point  that  the 
motion  could  not  be  entertained,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  16  was  not  in  his  seat. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  shall  object  to  the  pre- 
vious question  being  sprung  upon  a  matter  such 
as  this,  which  has  been  debated  but  half  an  hour — 
a  matter  moie  important  than  any  other  one  to  be 
brought  before  the  City  Council  this  year.  I  want 
time  to  think  of  it.  I  am  rot  prepared  to  vote 
upon  it.  I  see  very  much  to  approve  in  this  ordi- 
nance. I  can  see  good  reason  tor  the  grave  ob- 
jections raised  by  the  gentlemen  from  the  Bunker 
Hill  District,  and  I  certainly  object  to  any  gentle- 
man springing  the  previous  question  until  the 
Council  has  had  the  fullest  tune  to  de- 
bate this  subject.  This  matter  may  cost 
ten,  twelve,  aye,  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
and  snail  the  previous  question  be  sprung  upon 
us  in  that  way?  I  oppose  it  in  every  sense  of  the 
word. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  must  say  that  I  have 
been  profoundly  impressed  by  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  in  support  of  cbis  ordi- 
nance. They  are  certainly  worthy  of  veiy  serious 
consideration,  f  vom  the  fact  that  all  bis  associates 
indorse  his  statements  and  mainly  rest  their  views 
upon  the  remarks  made  by  him  as  covering  the 
entire  ground,  as  expressed  in  the  language 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  If  he  is 
correct  in  his  remarks,  then  I  must  say 
that  my  experience  in  this  woild  goes 
for  very  little ;  and  my  recollection  of  how  these 
things  are  done  goes  for  nothing.  I  have  been 
very  much  surprised  at  the  peculiar  familiarity 
which  he  has  manifested  at  the  way  in  which  new 
works  of  this  character  are  built  aud  at  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  measures  inaugurated  for 
bringing  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River  to  Boston. 
In  premising  I  will  say  that  after  examining  the 
entire  line  ot  the  proposed  conduit,  and  having 
some  faint  conception  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  to  be  done,  I  do  not  see  any  such  objections 
to  the  work  being  conducted  under  the  Water 
Boaid  as  at  present  composed,  as  there  aie  to 
committing  it  to  the  board  to  be  established 
•by  this  ordinance  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. In  the  first  place,  the  gentleman  suggests 
— and  I  desire  to  take  up  his  remarks  seriatim — 
that  it  will  he  necessary  to  have  a  Water  Board  to 
stand  between  the  engineer  and  the  contractors. 
I  don't  know  but  that  the  gentleman  is  going  to 
inaugurate  an  entirely  new  system  of  laying  out 
work ;  if  he  succeeds  in  that  he  certainly  will 
achieve  a  great  triumph.  I  never  knew  public 
work  to  be  put  out,  but  the  engineer  stooG  between 
the  board  and  the  contractor.  I  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  stand  in  that  attitude  myself.  All 
contracts  of  such  magnitude  read  that  all  dis- 
putes must  be  settled  by  the  engineer,  and 
there  is  no  appeal  from  his  decision.  Now, 
what  does  the  engineer  want  the  board 
out  upon  the  line  to  see  if  the  work  is  done 
properly  or  not?  I  don't  understand  that  the 
commissioners  are  to  be  experts  in  the  construc- 
tion of  such  work.  It  is  n't  what  they  are  created 
for.  That  is  what  the  engineer  is  for.  Con- 
sequently if  that  interpretation  is  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6—1  am  taking  it  for  what 
it  is  worth, — and  no  stronger  argument  can  be 
given,  I  can't  vote  for  it.  If  it  "is  correct,  then 
the  experience  of   my  life  is  good  for  nothing. 


The  next  point  he  took  up  was,  that  we  must  have 
men  under  a  salary  to  dance  attendance  upon 
every  board  of  selectmen  between  here 
and  Farm  Pond  in  regard  to  changes  or 
the  grades  of  roads.  Now  if  the  gentleman 
will  take  the  pains  to  go  over  the  route,  he  will 
find  that  that  question  is  nearly  all  settled  now. 
Consequently  that  objection  is  dissipated  at  once. 
If  I  am  correctly  informed  there  are  only  two  or 
three  questions'  unsettled  ar,  the  present  time. 
There  is  no  water  board  that  we  could  select 
who  can  finish  the  work  as  well  as  Mr.  Ftely, 
the  engineer  who  now  has  it  in  hand.  And  I 
must  say  I  was  greatly  surprised  when  I  met 
that  gentleman  and  saw  how  thoroughly  he 
has  worked  out  so  many  of  the  problems  con- 
nected with  this  question ;  and  I  desire  to  say 
publicly  that  I  was  more  than  pleased  by  the 
gentleman.  I  tl  ink  the  Mayor  cannot  appoint  any 
three  commissioners  who  can  take  up  that  work 
and  finish  better  than  it  will  be  done  in  bis  hands. 
There  is  another  thing  that  is  certainly  news  to 
me.  With  regard  to  the  special  force  that  has 
been  given  to  the  fact  that  the  first  commission- 
ers weie  paid.  It  is  true;  I  have  seme  recollec- 
tion ot  their  existence,  and  we  of  South  Boston 
have  a  standing  monument  of  their  skill  and  sci- 
entific— I  was  going  to  say  folly,  and  1  don't  know 
now  but  it  is  the  right  word.  We  have  a  reser- 
voir there  that  we  can't  get  water  into.  One  of 
those  water  commissioners,  I  am  informed  by  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  that  reseivoir,  was  so  pro- 
foundly skilled  in  the  mysteries  of  hydraulic 
ecieuce  that  he  used  to  insist  that  water  coming 
from  Brooklme  ttuough  pipes  to  South  Boston 
would  attain  such  a  momentum  that  it  would  rise 
above  the  level  where  it  started,  and  therefore 
must  fill  the  reservoir  up  to  the  top.  Consequent- 
ly the  boys — and  I  was  one  of  them — could  drink 
the  water  faster  than  it  came  in  through  the  pipe. 
I  was  one  of  the  boys  that  they  could  n't  drive 
out  of  that  reservoir  by  turning  on  the  water. The 
only  way  they  could  keep  water  in  it  at  all  was  by 
shutting  the  gates.  And  that  is  a  monument  to 
the  skill  and  scientific  attainments  of  that  paid 
commission.  I  believe  that  when  their  la- 
bors were  done  they  went  out  of  office 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  were  informed 
as  to  the  true  state  of  the  work.  Then  we  estab- 
lished a  new  commission;  consisting  of  J.  Avery 
Richards,  E.  S.  Chesbrough — and  we  think  we 
can't  do  anything  about  drainage  or  water  works 
without  consulting  him — and  those  men  continu- 
ed in  office  about  two  years  until  the  commission 
was  abolished.  The  system  of  a  water  board  has 
been  through  various  changes  until  now,  and  I  do 
think  it  is  next  to  impossible  by  any  form  of  ap- 
pointment to  improve  the  present  manner  of  se- 
lecting the  members.  It  combines  men  of  suffi- 
cient "ability  from  outside  and  also  those  con- 
nected with  the  City  Government.  I  think  a  bet- 
ter system  could  be  devised,  but  I  do  not  think 
this  one  is  better,  and  consequently  I  shall  vote 
against  it.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  special  ne- 
cessity for  selecting  a  new  board  to  determine  the 
water  rates :  I  do  not  express  an  opinion  upon 
that.  But  I  think  some  way  may  be  devised  to 
remedy  tne  difficulty  of  a  double  system  ;  but  I 
should  not  care  to  obtain  the  advantages  of  con- 
solidation by  receiving  the  disadvantages  which  I 
do  think  will  arise  under  this  ordinance.  The 
water  rates  are  fixed  by  the  City  Council; 
consequently  there  is  no  action  by  the  Wa- 
ter Board  except  to  recommend.  If  I  am  any 
judge  of  the  work  on  the  Fs.rm  Pond  conduit,  I 
think  by  far  the  most  difficult  and  intricate  part 
of  it  is  already  done.  I  consider  that  the  plan- 
ning of  a  work  is  more  than  half  of  it.  The  line 
is  now  definitely  fixed,  and  I  don't  believe  any 
board  of  three  men  likely  to  be  nominated  by  the 
Mayor  could  possibly  improve  upon  that  location. 
I  went  over  the  entire  route  about  a  fortnight  ago, 
antt  I  do  consider  that  the  work  has  been  exceed- 
ingly well  studied ;  and  all  the  marks,  both  in 
the  location  and  in  the  plans,  show  that  it  has  been 
studied  by  men  who  have  given  it  thought  and 
careful  attention,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  capable 
of  material  and  successful  improvement.  Conse- 
quently when  you  get  a  new  board  all  they  will 
have  to  do  is  to  indorse  what  has  been  done. 
Shall  we  put  in  a  new  board  to  undo  what  has 
been  done  ?  If  you  put  them  in,  what  is  there  for 
them  to  do?  To  receive  proposals  and  let  con- 
tracts? When  the  contracts  are  let,  whose  charge 
are  they  put  in  ?  In  charge  of  the  engineer.  If 
that  is  clone,  what  will  be  their  duties?  I  think  it 
is  possible  for  us  to  get  adequate  super- 
vision   of    that    work    under    the    present   sys 
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tem.  If  a  new  board  is  to  be  selected  the 
only  proper  way  to  do  it  is  by  the  people. 
I  feel  that  it  is  time  for  us  to  stop  and 
see  if  we  are  to  Jeorganize  all  around,  with 
new  boards  at  every  turn,  and  if  we  are  to  put 
the  whole  power  of  the  City  Government  into  the 
hands  of  one  man,  whicb  is  what  it  means  really. 
I  think  we  should  let  it  remain  until  the  new  city 
charter  is  discussed.  As  I  do  not  feel  that  any 
injury  will  result  to  the  city  by  waiting,  I  prefer 
to  let  well  enough  alone  and  not  run  the  risk  of 
having  a  change  that  might  not  be  for  the 
better.  Consequently  I  have  determined,  after 
thinking  upon  it,  to  cast  my  vote  against 
this  ordinance  and  wait  for  a  revision 
of  the  ordinance  providing  for  the  consoli- 
dation if  the  two  boards  under  the  new  charter. 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  doing  it  bv  piecemeal  and 
making  the  new  charter  a  piece  of  patchwork. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  did  not  intend  to  say 
to  the  Council  that  tee  Watsr  Board  was  to  come 
between  the  engineer  and  contractor.  What  I 
did  mean  to  convey  to  the  Council  was,  thac  ques- 
tions might  arise  between  the  conrractor  and  en- 
gineer, growing  out  of  the  conduct  of  the  work, 
when  the  engineer  might  think:  the  contract 
should  be  terminated.  He  would  not  take  the 
responsibility  of  terminating  the  contract 
and  discharging  the  men,  but  he  would  nat- 
urally refer  to  the  board  when  a  necessity  might 
arise  for  prompt  action,  which  could  not  be  had 
under  the  present  system.  So  far  as  the  select- 
men of  towns  are  concerned,  I  don't  suppose  that 
because  the  grades  aie  fixed  it  would  be  wholly 
unnecessary  to  have  interviews  between  the  town 
and  city  officials  during  the  progress  of  the  work. 
My  idea  was  that  when  necessities  should  arise  for 
interviews  between  the  officials,  there  might  be  a 
speedy  determination  of  the  questions  raised. 

Mr.  Wilson  ot  Ward  12 — As  explanations  seem 
to  be  in  order,  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  if  he  wanted  prompt  action,  if  he  would 
have  one  nidn  do  it  or  three?  It  is  as  I  said,  the 
rule  is  that  the  engineer  determines  disputes  be- 
tween the  contractor  and  the  commission.  Conse- 
quently theie  cannot  be  f.ny  Question  for  the 
commission  to  settle.  The  decision  of  the  engi- 
neer is  final ;  that  is  the  language  of  every  con- 
tract, and  if  I  had  a  blank  here  I  would  read  it.  I 
will  guarantee  that  that  provision  will  be  put 
into  every  contract,  or  I  don't  know  Mr. 
Davis.  Consequently  the  arguments  relied 
upon  by  the  committee  seem  to  be  so  fal- 
lacious that  I  must  vote  against  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Crocker  ot  Ward  6 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  that 
the  engineer  is  to  manage  this  whole  matter,  and 
we  had  better  leave  it  to  him,  and  that  it  is  no 
consequence  what  the  board  is.  Now  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  City  Government  of  Boston  is  not  pre- 
pared to  put  this  whole  $25,000,000,  as  my  fuend 
from  Ward  5  calls  it,  in  charge  ot  a  city  engineer, 
however  trustworthy  a  man  he  may  be.  It  is  im- 
portant chat  we  should  have  capable  men,  able  to 
five  time  to  look  after  this  thing,  to  oversee  it  and 
now  what  is  going  on  from  beginning  to 
end.  I  think  it  is  plain  that  seven  men- who'give 
their  time  gratuitously  to  it  cannot  know  very 
much  about  it.  Under  seven  men  the  responsi- 
bility will  be  shuffled  ;  no  man  will  think  ici  s  par- 
ticularly his  business.  They  will  all  say  some- 
body else  looks  out  for  that.  The  present  mem- 
bers do  all  that  can  be  reasonable  expect- 
ed of  them;  but  they  cannot  give  all 
their  time  to  attend  to  this  matter;  they 
cannot  give  time  enough  to  properly  know  how 
the  work  is  going  on.  As  to  the  propriety  of  leav- 
ing the  whole  authority  in  the  hands  of  the  engi- 
neer, I  do  not  think  we  are  prepared  to  do  that. 
We  want  a  Water  Board  that  is  competent  and 
able  to  oversee  and  make  contracts. 

Mr.  Kelley  of  Ward  21—1  have  worked  with  engi- 
neers and  with  commissioners,  and  if  I  was  doing 
a  job  I  would  as  soon  have  inspection,  so  far  as 
the  commissioneis  are  concerned,  as  any  com- 
mon individual.  But  when  an  engineer  comes 
upon  the  work,  a  mechanic  knows  he  is 
in  charge  of  the  job,  is  acquainted  with  the  stock, 
and  if  there  is  any  blemish  upon  the  work  he  gen- 
erally covers  it  up  when  the  engineer  comes  along. 
If  we  are  going  to  have  commissions,  it  would  be 
well  for  us  to  wait  until  we  act  upon  the  new 
charter.  If  the  City  Council  adopts  the  charter, 
let  us  go  for  commissions  by  wholesale.  So  far 
as  I  am  concerned  I  don't  believe  in  commissions, 
and  have  n't  the  confidence  in  them  that  I  have  in 
an  engineer.  This  is  work  that  should  be  done  by 
practical  mechanics,  men  who  know  when  work  is 


done  properly.  The  commissioners  never  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  work;  but  an  engineer  goes 
from  one  section  to  another ;  and  if  one  is  not 
enough  they  generally  have  two  or  three.  If  this 
whole  business  was  left  co  the  city  engineer  of 
Boston,  my  impression  is,  the  city  work  would  be 
done  fully  as  chegp  as  it  would  be  by  the  commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — Gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  upon  this  question  have  alluded  in  very 
commendatory  terms  to  the  past  members  of  the 
Mystic  and  Cochituate  water  boards,  and  cer- 
tainly if  any  gentlemen  have  had  reason  to  un- 
derstand the  requirements  of  those  departments, 
they  are  the  ones,  and  their  testimony  upon  this 
matter,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  co  be  of  peculiar 
value.  Therefore  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to 
what  was  taid  by  members  of  both  of  the  boards 
when  this  subject  was  first  introduced,  and  when 
a  heating  took  place  before  the  Committee  on 
Water  on  the  subject  of  uniting  the  Mystic  and  Co- 
chituate  wat?r  boards.  In  the  first  place  a  lecter 
was  received  from  Mr.  John  A.  Haven,  who  was 
President,  at  the  time,  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  in  which  ne  expressed  himself  strongly  in 
favor  of  uniting  the  boards,  giving  his  reasons  at 
considerable  length,  waich  reasons  were  concur- 
red in  by  past  and  present  active  members  of  that 
board. 

'•Mr.  Otis  Xorcross,  formerly  president  of  the  Wa- 
ter Board,  thought  the  whole'  control  of  the  water 
works  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  three  per- 
sons, appointed  by  the  Mayor  for  a  term  of  years. 
Such  a  board  would  command  the  confidence  of 
citizens  more  fully  than  a  board  organized  as  the 
present  board.  The  board  should  have  an  engi- 
neer tor  one  of  its  members.  Think  the  two  wa- 
ter departments  should  be  united  under  one  head. 
I  should  make  the  Water  Board  independent  of 
the  City  Council— i.  e.  that  no  members  of  the 
City  Council  should  be  on  the  board. 

•'Charles  H.  Allen,  formerly  Presic't.nt  of  the  Co- 
chituate Water  Board,  agreed  to  what  Messrs. 
Norcross  and  Haven  had  said.  Had  long  been 
satisfied  that  the  services  of  good  business  men 
were  required  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment, a  ud  to  get  such  men  it  would  be  necessary 
to  compensate  them  for  their  services.  To  carry 
out  the  works  projected  the  whole  time  of  those 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  department  would  be  re- 
quired. The  Mystic  Board  should  be  united  with 
the  Cochituate  Board  in  order  to  secure  harmony 
of  action.  Think  one  member  of  the  board  should 
be  a  good  practical  engineer. 

"Mr.Lawrence,  formerly  President  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  agreed  witli  the  statements  of  those 
who  had  preceded  him,  with  the  exception  that  he 
should  not  have  an  engineer  on  the  board.  He 
dia  not  see  the  necessity  of  uniting  the  Mystic 
Board  with  the  Cochituate  Board,  for  the  present 
at  least.  The  Mystic  Board  now  consists  of  five 
members.  Think  three  would  be  better,  Iu  case 
the  capacity  of  the  Mystic  works  should  be  en- 
larged to  furnish  a  supply  for  Boston,  that  work 
should  be  placed  under  the  commission  appointed 
to  have  charge  of  the  Boston  works. 

"T.  T.  Sawyer,  President  of  Mystic  Water  Board, 
thinks  it  would  be  for  the  interests  of  the  city  to 
place  the  water  works  under  a  permanent  board. 
Think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  an  engineer 
on  l  he  board. 

"N.  J.  Bradlee.  formerly  president  of  Cochituate 
Water  Board — It  is  a  necessity  at  the  present  time 
to  have  a  paid  commission  on  the  Water  Depart- 
ment, consisting  of  three  men.  Do  not  think 
there  Should  be  an  engineer  on  the  commission. 
The  general  superintendence  of  all  the  water 
works  should  be  placed  in  tl.e  hands  of  an  engi- 
neer. Think  the  Government  should  not  be  repre- 
sented on  the  board.  Thinkthe  two  boards  should 
be  united.  The  interests  are  so  identical  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  manage  the  works  by  two 
boards. 

"Mr.  Lawrence— I  have  no  objection  to  uniting 
the  two  boards,  but  I  thought  that,  if  three  per- 
sons should  be  left  in  Charlestown  to  serve  with- 
out compensation  it  would  be  of  advantage." 

I  certainly  can  confirm  the  statement  made  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Three  weeks  ago  Mr.  Lawrence  expressed  an 
opinion  before  the  committee  favorable  to  a  paid 
commission,  although  he  was  opposed  to  consoli- 
dating the  two  into  a  board  similar  to  the  pres- 
ent Cochituate  and  Mystic  water  boards.  The  ex- 
piesidents  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  are  in 
favor  of  it.  Certainly  the  present  ordinance  re- 
ceived the  almost  unanimous  approval  of  the 
Committee  on  Water  last  year.    The  committee 
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then  included  one  gentleman  from  Charlestown, 
Mr.  Kent,  who  certainly  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Charlestown. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  wish  to  say  one  or  two 
words  in  answer  to  the  point  suggested  by  the 
last  speaker.  I  am  not  accustomed  to  urge  as  a 
reason  for  a  public  policy  wl-at  Mrs.  Grundy  says, 
or  what  other  people  outside  think  or  say.  It  is 
for  the  gentlemen  who  assemble  here  to  give'  rea- 
sons for  changing  the  public  policy,  and  not  to 
bring  in  written  statements  of  this  or  that  man. 
As  these  men  have  been  introduced  here,  I  pro- 
pose to  show  that  the  Cochituate  Water  Boa>-d 
would  have  been  better  if  some  of  them  had  not 
managed  it.  Take  the  letter  of  John  A.  Haven. 
He  was  the  last  president  of  the  board 
previous  to  the  present  one.  Mr.  Haven  was 
a  wonderful  man;  be  was  a  pioteg6  of  Mayor 
Pierce,  who  introduced  bitn  to  the  Water  Board. 
He  manifested  as  much  fidelity  to  the  noon  calls 
at  the  public  caravansaries  as  hs  did  at  the  City 
Hell.  When  Mr.  (login  came  to  the  City  Hall 
he  found  that  man  in.  There  was  one  merchant 
executing  an  iron  contract — I  think  his  place  of 
business  was  in  New  York— and  he  w~s  deliver- 
ing pipe  on  an  unfinished  contract.  The  time  for 
completing  the  contract  bad  elapsed  more  than 
three  months,  and  yet  it  had  not  been  done. 
Mr.  Gogin  was  skilled  in  the  iron  business,  and 
said  the  contract  could  be  put  in  the 
market  $7  a  ton  cheaper.  Mr.  Haven  said  the 
contract  must  be  carried  out,  but  Mr.  Gogm  show- 
ed that  the  merchant  was  foistiug  the  iron  upon 
the  city  for  more  than  the  market  price,  and  con- 
sequently he  made  a  motion  that  the  gent.eman 
be  notified  that  his  contract  was  finished.  He 
came  on  here  in  much  perturbation  of  spirit,  and 
desnedthem  to  let  up  on  him.  The  board  was 
iuexorable,  and  finally  it  was  compromised  by 
accepting  what  'he  had  already  shipped.  When 
the  contract  was  finished  he  turned  round  and 
contracted  for  $7  cheaper  than  he  had  been 
delivering  the  pipe.  Now,  sir,  that  is  the  econo- 
my of  th<j  old  department  as  compared  with  the 
new.  We  have  a  man  in  that  department  who 
understands  those  things,  and  I  am  clad  he  has 
been  reelected  tonight.  Had  the  suggestions  of 
Mi.  (iomu  been  followed  in  1867,  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton would  have  saved  about  $100,000,  in  an  expend- 
iture of  only  $250,000.  Butno.  Another  one  of  those 
gentlemen  whose  names  weiert-ad  this  evening — 
as  both  of  those  gentlemen  have  friends  in  active 
life,  I  don't  care  to  call  lv.imes— was  very 
solicitous  that  a  certain  member  of  the 
City  Government  should  be  elected  a  member  of 
the  Water  Board,  and  he  was  elected.  Afterwards 
I  asked  him  why  it  was  he  was  so  very  solicitous 
to  serve  upon  that  board.  Says  he,  "Wilson,  the 
water  works  vt  ere  always  a  great  mystery  to  me, 
and  I  thought  I  'd  like  to  leain  something 
about  them."  He  served  his  year  and  then 
I  met  him  upon  the  stieet,  and  said  I, 
"Friend,  tell  us  how  much  you  have  learned 
about  water";  said  he,  "Hang  it,  they  wouldn't 
let  me  know  anything  about  it,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  I  knew  no  more  aCout  it  at  the  end 
of  the  year  than  1  did  at  the  beginning."  They 
talk  about  the  weakness  of  the  Wat  r  Board  ;  if 
there  are  weaknesses  they  were  caused  by  the 
malfeasauce  of  the  veiy  men  who  desire  this 
paid  commission.  If  they  have  such  a  man  on 
that  board  now,  I  don't  know  him. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  don't  know  any 
better  argument  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance  than  the  last  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  It  we  have  had  in  this  city  of  Bos- 
ton in  past  years,  and  in  all  probability  are  likely 
to  have  again,  the  same  class  of  men,  such  as  he 
has  described,  to  expend  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars,  to  come  heie  to  get  upon  wa- 
ter boards  that  they  know  as  much  about  at 
the  end  of  one  year  as  they  did  at  the 
beginning,  who  go  to  caravansaries  and 
fill  themselves  with  water  or  something  else,  in- 
stead of  looking  after  duty,  I  say  that  has  been 
the  strongest  argument  that  has  beeil  brought  up 
in  favoi  of  a  change.  I  am  glad  he  has  told  the 
Council  of  it;  he  knows  more  about  the  Water 
Board,  from  his  experience  in  business,  than  any 
other  man  in  this  Council,  and  I  am  glad  that  my 
friend  from  Ward  12  has  shown  us  what  he  knows 
of  the  inefficiency  and  mismanagement,  and 
the  putting  up  of  jobs,  and  the  carrying  on 
of  profitable  games  for  getting  contracts  for 
friends,  and  robbing  the  treasury,  in  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  positions  they  hold.  I  do  not 
krow  any  better  argument,  and  I  hope  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Couucil  will  weigh  it  and  see  that  no 


repetition  of  that  thing  is  likely  to  t"ke  place 
upon  thac  Water  Board;  because  if  it  has  taken 
place  there,  in  all  probability  it  will  be  likely  to 
take  place  again,  if  it  is  not  doing  on  now. 

If  we  have  three  persona  appointed  by  the 
Mayor,  who  shall  devote  their  time  to  that  and 
nothing  else,  who  upon  complaint  c^n  be  turned 
out  of  office  in  twentj-four  hours;  if  you  have 
men,  appointed  by  some  resporsible  head,  who 
can  be  wholly  responsible  for  their  official  acts  if 
they  do  wrong;  then,  sir,  you  will  have  an  efficient 
board,  and  not  such  a  one  as  »e  have  hart.  lam 
sorry  for  the  board  and  the  members  who  com- 
posed it  that  my  friend  from  Ward  12  was  obliged 
to  expose  some  of  their  shortcomings.  I  nay  his 
speech  is  the  best  argument  in  favor  of  this  ordi- 
nance which  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22 — We  have  just  voted  for 
two  members  of  this  Water  Boaid,  and  before 
voting  either  for  or  aga'nst  this  ordinance,  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  they  are  to  serve  the 
city  as  they  have  served  ic  heretofore,  or  whether 
they  expect  to  go  on  a  commission.  So  far  as 
Charlestown  is  concerned,  the  Water  Board  over 
there  have  served  for  a  number  of  years.  They 
have  conducted  the  business  very  well.  I  never 
heard  any  complaints  against  them. 

Lf  there  are  any  members  upon  that  board  who 
do  not  wish  to  serve,  I  think  there  are  plenty  of 
public-spirited  gentlemen  over  there  who  will 
serve  the  city  in  the  same  capacity.  1  am  opposed 
to  commissions.  So  far  as  I  have  looked  into  the 
matter  and  talked  it  over  with  gentlemen  in 
Cbailestown,  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  right  to 
vote  away  the  people's  money  for  commissions, 
when  I  am  satisfied  that  the  work  can  be  done 
just  as  well  for  nothing- 
It  the  men  in  Boston  wont  serve  the  city  for 
nothirg,  I  think  we  have  men  in  Charlestown  who 
will. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  subject 
be  further  assigned  until  half-past  eight  o'clock 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Waid  6  hoped  that  the  vote 
would  be  reached  tonight.  He  opposed  a  post- 
ponement, and  desired  the  question'  to  be  tested 
in  some  way  or  other. 

Mr.  Harrigan  said  he  had  gained  some  informa- 
tion, and  hoped  to  gain  more,  and  probably  a 
large  number  were  in  the  same  position. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  W^rd  5  agreed  with  the  last  speak- 
er. There  were  many  things  in  the  ordinance  he 
favored,  and  he  hoped  to  see  amendments  which 
would  meet  his  objections. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

AKMORIES. 

Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Armories  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armorier  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $300  in 
fitting  up  and  furnishing  the  armory  occupied  by 
Company  C,  Ninth  Regiment  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  No.  1557  Washington  street:  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $250  in 
iepairing  aud  fitting  up  the  armory  occupied  by 
Company  A,  Fifth  Regiment  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
in  Elm  street,  Charlestown;  i-aid  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $200  in 
furnishing  and  fitting  up  the  armory  occupied  by 
Company  G,  Ninth  Regiment  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  No.  11  City  square,  Charlestown  ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

MADISON     SQTJABE. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  pe- 
tition of  J.  B.  Simpson  et  ah,  for  leave  to  move  a 
wooden  chapel  from  Windsor  street  to  Madison 
square.  They  find  that  the  Tremont  Improve- 
ment Co.  conveyed  to  the  city  of  Roxbury,  Sept. 
14,  1860,  the  lot  of  land  now  known  as  Madison 
square,  to  be  forever  used  for  the  purposes  of  a 
common  or  park.  In  tne  deed  the  said  company  as 
owner  of  all  the  land  around  said  square,  agreed 
that  whenever  said  land  should  be  sold  or  con- 
veyed, the  deed  should  contain  an  express  condi- 
tion that  no  wooden  building  should  be  erected 
thereon.  As  the  wooden  building  referred  to  in 
the  petition  would,  if  the  petition  should  be 
granted,  be  placed  near  the  Sherwin  School- 
house,  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  seri- 
ou.-ly  object  to  the  granting  of  the  reques.t  of  the 
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petitioners.  This  committee  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  peDitionersIhave  leave  to  withdraw, 
and  that  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  he  directed 
to  revoke  the  permit  granted  by  him  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  building  mentioned  in  the  petition. 
Report  accepted.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABOBEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  the  ma- 
jority and  minority  reports  of  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries on  equalization  of  pay  of  laborers  in  employ  of 
the  ciiy,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  specially 
assigned  for  next  Thursday  evening  at  eight 
o'clock. 

THE  EAST  BOSTON  MCBDEB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  the  order 
offering  a  reward  of  $1000  for  the  arrest  of  the 
murderer  of  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Bingham  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Mr.  Thacher  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

He  said  the  party  was  arrested  before  the  order 
was  passed  iD  the  other  branch;  besides,  the  offi- 
cers who  made  the  arrest  could  not  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  money,  there  being  two  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  thought  the  honor  of 
the  city  was  at  stake;  the  reward  had  been  offer- 
ed, and  parties  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the 
city  will  redeem  its  promise.  If  the  city  did  not 
pay  it,  people  would  not  know  what  reliance  to 
place  on  such  promises  in  future.  He  did  not 
think  it  right  for  the  city  to  assume  such  a  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  doubted  the  correctness  of 
Mr.  Thacher's  statements,  and  in  order  that  time 
might  be  allowed  for  investigation,  moved  that 
the  order  be  laid  on  the  table.    Carried. 

PETITION  PBESENTED. 

By  Mr  Trull  of  Ward  20 — Petition  of  Company 
B,  Firs;  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  repair  of  armory.  Refered  to  joint 
Committee  on  Armories.    Sent  up. 

BECOBD  OF  BIBTHS   AND  DEATHS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the  re- 
port and  orders  on  the  subject  of  supplying  defi- 
ciencies in  the  citv  records   of  births,   marriages 


and  deaths  (City  Doc.  No.  46, 1875),  were  taken 
from  the  table.    The  orders  are  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
required  to  report  an  ordinance  providing  for  the 
appointment,  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  of  two 
suitable  persons,  to  be  termed  record  commission- 
ers, who  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  collect- 
ing such  facts  as  will  tend  lo  complete  the  record 
of  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  the  town 
and  city  of  Boston  prior  to  1849,  and  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  deemed  proper;  said  commis- 
sioners to  serve  without  compensation,  and  to  be 
removable  at  any  time  by  the  Mayor  or  by  con- 
current vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Census  and  Division  of  Wards  be  directed  to 
report  what  measures,  if  any,  can  be  taken,  dur- 
ing the  present  year,  to  obtain  statistics  of  births, 
marriages  or  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the 
city  of  Boston ;  and  also  to  report  if  any  change 
is  desirable  as  to  the  method  of  obtaining  the  rec- 
ord of  births  in  the  city. 

The  first  order,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmore, 
was  specially  assigned  to  8%  o'clock  at  the  next 
meeting,  and  the  second  order  was  passed  and 
sent  up. 

OBCHABD  PARK. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $2000  in  laying  out  walks  and  set- 
ting out  trees  and  otherwise  improving  Orchard 
Park. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

STONE  CUKB  ON  TEEMONT-STBEET  MALL. 

Mi.  Cushing  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  be  authorized  to 
transfer  to  the  next  year's  accounts  the  sum  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  curb  along 
tbe  Tremont-street  mall,  and  that  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  the  Common  and  Squares  be 
authorized  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  building 
said  curb,  according  to  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions on  file  in  the  City  Engineer's  office. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    30,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Al- 
derman Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Measurers  of  Upper  Leather— William  Bragdon, 
"William  Powers,  George  W.  Bragdon,  John  W. 
Bragdon,  Jr.,  Melville  C.  Bragdon,  Charles  Dolan. 

Special  Police  Officers — Andrew  Phelan,  India 
street,  maiket ;  Dennis  J.  Donovan,  William  Fitz- 
gerald, Fulton  Iron  Foundry;  Lewis  H.  Plaisted, 
84  Kingston  street  and  its  vicinity ;  Albert  G.  Gard- 
ner, Fourth-street  Baptist  Church ;  'William  Han- 
nan,  Meeting  House  Hill,  Ward  16;  John  H.  Rich- 
ardson, District  Telegraph  Com  pany ;  Andrew  C. 
Smith,  Seamen's  Friend  Society,  Salem  street; 
William  H.  Bancroft,  184  Washington  street; 
James  F.  Clark,  Washington  street,  between 
Palmer  and  Eustis  streets ;  Henry  McCoy,  South 
Baptist  Church. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE  RECOMMITTED. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  and 
use  a  steam  engine  on  Chestnut  street,  Ward  17, 
was  considered,  and  no  one  appearing  to  object, 
the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

On  the  hearing  on  orders  of  notice  on  expediency 
of  building  sewers  in  Warwick,  Schuyler,  Maple 
and  Edgewood  streets  no  one  appeared  to  object, 
and  thpy  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

The  petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
for  a  turn-out  track  near  the  line  of  Somerville, 
was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice.  Mr.  Pow- 
ers, president  of  the  company,  said  it  was  for  a 
turn-out  track,  500  or  600  feet  from  the  Somerville 
line ;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  the  com- 
pany to  run  on  their  advertised  time.  None  of 
the  abutters  objected.  The  petition  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  C.  Kittredge,  for  abatement  of  Wash- 
ington-street betterment  assessment. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Samuel  J.  Bradlee,  for  leave  to  place  a 
horse  in  building  at  250  Dudley  street,  formerly 
used  as  a  stable. 

Martha  M.  Early,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horse?  on  Boylston  avenue, 
between  Green  and  Boylston  streets. 

William  Manning,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Pike  street,  rear  831  Al- 
bany street. 

Long  Wharf  Corporation  et  al.,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct cellars  below  grade  at  35-44  Scate  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Board,  with  full  powers.  E.  P.  Curter 
and  Co.  et  al.,  for  leave  to  burn  an  old  vessel  on 
flats  off  Apple  Island. 

To  the  Committee  on  Census  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Dean  Dudley  and  Stephen  G.  Jones  for 
leave  to  take  tiie  city  census. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Request  of  School  Committee  for  additional  pri- 
mary-school accommodations  in  Bunker  Hill 
School  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Thomas  E. 
and  Fred  P.  Moseley,  for  release;  of  condition  of 
sale  of  land  on  Concord  and  James  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  James  M.  Childs, 
for  leave  to  take  birds  and  eggs  for  scientific  pur- 
poses. 

Samuel  Davieson,  for  license  to  exhibit  Museum 
of  Natural  History  at  542  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  James  Wight  et 
al.,  that  certain  obstructions  be  removed  from 
Beverly  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  .Toseph  T.  Ryan 
et  al.,  for  a  new  sewer  in  Orchard  street. 

Long  Wharf  Corporation  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  at 
35-44  Siate  street. 

James  Bolton  et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Alaska  street, 
Roxbury. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Con- 
stables of  the  East  Boston  Municipal  Court,  for 
increase  of  salaries. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.     William  H.  Hart 


et  al.,  that  Silver  street  be  paved  from  F  to  Dor- 
chester street. 

John  W.  Olmstead,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages at  12  Cornhill. 

John  W.  Oldham,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  20  Mer- 
cer street. 

Thomas  S.  Manahan,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  at  1  and  3  St.  Charles  street. 

Frederick  Riedell,  for  edgestones  on  Boylston 
street,  West  Roxbury. 

Hiram  W.  Smith,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Washington  street,  near  Cornhill. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Arioch  Wentworth  $4740,  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  widening  of  Charlestown 
sheet.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Horace  Pierce  $350.50,  for  Wash- 
ington-street damages  in  Brighton.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Arthur  Libby  $3064,  for  widening 
of  Shawmut  avenue.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Caroline  A.  Benton  $15,455,  for 
Leverett-street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Arioch  Wentworth  $1708,  for  dam- 
ages to  Nos.  150-154  Charlestown  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  employ  George  Sampson  and  others  as 
agents  to  take  the  census  on  May  1.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
District  to  settle  erade  damages  in  certain  cases. 
Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  buildings 
to  erect  city  stablss  for  Paving  Department  on 
Childs  street,  Ward  17,  at  a  cost  of  $5000.    Passed. 

Resolve  and  order  to  take  certain  estates  on 
Northampton-street  District  surrendered  to  the 
citv  by  the  owners.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion 
of  Aldermpn  Stebbins,  who  desiied  time  for  the 
City  Solicitor  to  examine  the  title  to  one  of  the 
estates. 

SEVENTEENTH   OF  JUNE. 

The  order  to  appropriate  $30,000  for  the  celebra- 
tion on  the  17th  of  June  next  was  considered  in 
the  regular  order  under  the  head  of  unfinished 
business. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  gave  notice  at  the  last 
meeting  that  I  should  move  as  an  amendment 
that  the  sum  be  placed  at  $25,000  instead  of  $30,- 
000,  and  1  now  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Power— At  the  list  meeting  I  made 
some  objections  to  this  order,  and  I  have  seen  no 
reason  since  then  to  change  my  mind.  I  was  in 
hopes  that  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8,  who  has 
offered  the  amendment  cutting  the  suni  down  to 
$25,000  would  have  gone  further  than  that.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  altogether  too  large  a 
sun.  for  the  city  to  spend  when  we  take  into  ac- 
count the  large  amount  of  money  that  is 
proposed  to  be  spent  by  the  State,  of 
which  the  city  of  Boston  pays  nearly  one-halt, 
and  the  two  will  make  "  the  sum  really 
taken  from  Boston  for  this  celebration  very 
large;  and  for  that  reason  this  appropriation 
ought  to  be  reduced.  One  of  the  arguments  for 
this  large  appropriation  is  that  we  cau  dispense 
with  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  wuicb 
I  don't  believe  in,  and  I  don't  think  this  Govern- 
ment will  attempt  to  do.  When  any  one  talks  of 
getting  through  the  Fourth  of  July  with  $5000, 
it  seems  to  me  like  nonsense  to  think  of  such  a 
thing.  I  hope  this  sum  will  be  still  further  re- 
duced, and  I  move  as  an  amendment  that  it  be 
$15,000,  which  I  ihink  is  large  enough  for  the  city 
to  spend  at  this  time,  when  we.  consider  what  is  to 
be  done  by  the  State,  and  what  is  to  be  required 
for  the  Fourth  cf  July.  It  is  all  we  can  afford. 
The  general  opinion  has  been  that  this 
Board  and  thi*  Government  should  do  all 
♦hey  could  to  economize  in  every  department,  and 
I  was  in  hopes  it  would  extend  even  to  such  cele- 
bration, as  the  Fourth  of  Jnlv,  and  it  is  for  that 
reason  I  move  t  •  further  amend  by  making  the 
sum  $15,000. 

Alderman  P.  escott— After  full  consideration  of 
this  subject  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  the  order  as 
originally  proposed  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee to'  enable  the  city  to  have  a  proper  celebra- 
tion of  the  centennial  auniversary  of  tbe  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  In  looking  over  the  Auditor's  report 
for  the  list  four  or  five  years,  I  tiud  that  large  ex- 
penditures have  been  made  for  oecasiot  s  :-otne- 
what  similar,  but  decidedly  inferior  to  the  one  we 
are  approaching.  I  find  that  in  1869-70  there  was 
exppnded  for  what  was  called  The  National  Mu- 
sical Festival  and  Peace  Jubilee— which,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  was  a  private  enterprise— the  sum  of 
$38,412.22.  I  also  find,  by  the  Auditor's  report  of 
1872-73,  that  the  expeuse  of  the  Jubilee  of  1872  was 
$39,980.     Besides  that,  the  city  took  sufficient  in- 
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teiest  in  it  to  build  Dartmouth-street  Bridge,  and 
the  bridges  over  Newton  street  and  Huntington 
avenue,  some  of  which,  at  least,  would  not  have 
been  built  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  some  years ; 
and  in  those  bridges  alone  the  sum  of  $150,522.88 
was  spent.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  ram 
asked  for  this  coming  celebration  is  not  exorbi- 
tant. I  should  not  stand  here  and  support  it,  did 
1  not  believe  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  were 
willing  to  spend  such  an  amount  as  that.  We 
have  seen  by  the  experience  of  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington yesterday  the  great  interest  taken  in  such 
occasions,  wheie  people  came  from  all  sections, 
and  where  the  money  expended — to  look  upon  it 
in  a  mere  mercenary  light — vi  as  a  good  investment. 
I  believe  this  expenditure  will  be  a  good  invest- 
ment for  the  city  of  Boston,  if  it  is  ptoper  to  so 
speak  of  it  in  connection  with  the  celebration  of 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  for  it  will  bring  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollais  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
But  beyond  and  above  all  that,  I  believe  that  the 
taxpayers  from  the  mere  impulse  of  patriot- 
ism will  not  begrudge  such  a  small  sum 
as  $30,000,  which  is  not  a  large  amount 
for  a  city  with  a  valuation  of  eight 
hundred  millions.  I  trust  that  the  amount  rec- 
ommended by  the  majority  of  the  committer  will 
be  accepted. 

Alderman  O'Biien—  It  is  an  indisputable  fact 
that  objections  are  sure  to  be  made  when  any 
considerable  sum  of  money  is  asked  for  a  special 
purpose;  and  it  is  perhaps  veil  that  some  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  have  the  moral  courage  to  rise 
aud  object  to  this  app'opriation.  But  1  see  no 
reason  why  every  dollai  of  the  $30,000  asked  for 
by  the  Committee  oo  toe  Centennial  Celebration 
should  not  be  granted.  That  committee  have 
given  the  matter  their  attention  for  some  time, 
and  I  think  the  amount  asked  for  is  quite  reason- 
able. In  fact,  I  feel  it  a  duty  and  a  privilege  to  vote 
for  this  order,  that  the  committee  may  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  to  celebrate  the  centeu- 
nial  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  in  a 
manner  becoming  its  national  importance.  I  do 
not,  however,  mean  to  indorse  the  part  of  the 
committee's  report  which  intimates  that  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Fourth  of  July  should  be  dispensed 
with.  The  Fourth  of  July  is  a  day  of  pleasure  and 
enjoyment  to  the  people,  to  which  the  city  should 
contribute.  I  hope  we  have  not  reached  that 
point,  and  never  will,  wh  n  we  slnll  dispense  with 
the  Fourth  of  July  celebrations  on  the  score  of 
economy.  I  shall  not  only  vote  for  the  $30,000  for 
the  ceotennial,  but  for  the  usual  appropriation  for 
the  Fourth  of  July,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  called 
extravagant. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  chair- 
man read  the  following  extract  from  the  commit- 
tee's report: 

"As  this  celebration  will  undoubtedly  be  the 
principal  event  cf  the  year  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  it  would  hardly  seem  proper  or  expedi- 
ent for  the  city  to  make  arrangements  for  an 
elaborate  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July;  and 
the  committee  would  suggest  that  the  programme 
for  that  day  be  confined  to  the  ringing  of  bells, 
the  firing  of  salutes,  the  delivery  of  an  oration  and 
the  providing  amusements  for  the  public-school 
Children— all  of  which  can  be  done  for  less  than 
five  thousand  dollars." 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Stebbins  ($25,- 
000)  was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9 : 
Yeas— Aldermen  Burratre,  Power,  Stebbins— 3. 
Nays  —  Ale;  ermen  Bigelow,  Claik,  Harris, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Prescott,  Quincy,  Viles,  Worthing- 
ton— 9. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Power  ($15,000) 
was  lost—  1  yea,  11  nays ;  Alderman  Power  voting 
yea. 

The  order   was    then    passed— yeas    10,  navs   2; 
Alderman  Power  and  Stebbins  voting  nay. 
Sent  down. 

BOARD  OP  EDUCATION. 

The  resolve  that  it  is  expedient  tor  the  Mayor 
tc  apply  to  the  present  Legislature  for  authority 
to  appoint  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  fifteen 
persons  to  constitute  a  Boaid  ol  Education  in 
this  city,  was  considered  under  the  head  of  un- 
11  ished  business,  and  was  passed— 8 for,2  against. 

The  order  directing  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  to  appear  before  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee and  ask  for  an  act  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  resolve,  was  next  considered,  on  the 
question  of  its  passage. 

Alderman  Power— The  Alderman  from  the 
Charlestown  District  made  use  of  some  remarks 


at  the  last  meeting  which  implied  some  astonish- 
ment at  niv  offering  such  an  order  as  this,  because 
of  tne  position  I  have  taken  on  this  question  of 
commissions.  I  wish  to  explain,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  I  have  n't  altered  my  views  in  relation  to  the 
establishment  of  commissions.  I  have  taken  the 
stand  that  I  see  no  reason  to  pass  any  vote  of  cen- 
sure upon  a  Board  of  Aldermen  of  which  I  have 
been  a  member;  and,  as  I  said  before,  I  see 
no  reason  for  any  new  charter;  I  see  no 
great  leakage  in  any  department  of  the  City 
Government,  and  no  chance  tor  any  great  im- 
provement in  auy,  except  that  of  schools,  over 
which  the  Board  of  Aldermeu  have  no  control. 
It  is  acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  be  wiong,  en- 
tirely wrong,  and  to  be  badly  managed;  and  1 
want  no  Detter  evidence  than  is  given  in  toe  an- 
nual report  of  the  School  Committee  just  punted. 
If  any  gentlemen  want  any  evidence  of  the  inca- 
pacity of  that  body  to  manage  this  business  prop- 
erly, let  them  take  this  report  and  read  it,  for  no 
better  evidence  is  needed  than  is  laid  down  in 
this  report  of  the  School  Committee. 

Alderman  Harris—  Will  the  gentleman  b  kind 
enough  to  read  a  paiagi  apti  from  it? 

Alderman  Power — There  are  too  many  of  them, 
and  I  have  too  much  consideiation  for  this  Board 
to  inflict  upon  them  long  extracts  from  that  re- 
port, as  it  is  published  and  every  Alderman  nas  it 
here,  I  suppose.    But  it  says  heie  on  page  20  - 

"The  experience  of  the  board  for  the  last  year 
has  demonstrated  that  this  number  is  too  large 
for  the  prompt  and  efficient  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. Not  only  has  the  business  of  the  committee 
been  often  delayed  by  the  accident  of  'no  quo- 
rum,' but  the  body  is  so  unwieldy  as  to  scatter  the 
intetest  and  reduce  the  responsibility  ot  the 
members  to  a  degree  which  seriously  affects  the 
welfare  of  the  schools.  Action  required  by  the 
rules  to  be  bad  at  stated  peiiods  has  sometimes 
been  delayed  two  months.  With  the  divided  and 
diluted  responsibilities  of  so  large  a  body  it  must 
necessarily  be  difficult  to  engage  the  attention  of 
even  a  majority  in  all  or  auv  considerable  num- 
ber of  tne  great  variety  of  questions  which  come 
before  the  board.  Measures  of  doubtful  utility 
and  expediency  may  be  adopted  or  defeated  be- 
cause a  majority  do  noc  care  enough  about  them 
to  examine  into  their  practical  value." 

Now,  right  here  in  the  begn  ning  of  tbis  report 
are  several  similar  articles,  all  shoving  that  they 
acknowledge  that  they  cannot  properlv  manaie 
the  business  intrusted  to  them.  From  my  own 
experience  in  this  Board  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
has  been  a  terrible  waste  of  money  in  that  depart- 
ment, and  I  oelieve  that  a  chingeof  some  kind  is 
absolutely  necessary,  and  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  making  it.  No  change,  in  my  opinion, 
could  make  it  worse  than  it  is  now,  and  therefore 
I  am  anxious  to  have  the  only  thing  in  the  new 
charter  that  we  all  admit  we  need,  adopted  as 
soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  leakage  may  be 
stopped.  Of  course  every  gentleman  at  tbis 
board  knows  that  we  have  no  control  over  the 
management  of  the  School  Committee  at  all.  Not- 
withstanding that  we  make  the  appropriation  of 
money,  I  am  informed  that  if  thev  saw  fit  to 
raise  the  salaries  of  teachers  half  a  million  more 
than  was  appropriated,  this  Board  has  no  power 
to  prevent  it.  It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  a 
change  in  that  department  is  imperative,  and  that 
any  change  that  may  take  place  will  not  make  the 
management  worse  than  it  is  now. 

Alderman  Burrage— As  I  remarked  the  other 
day,  I  believe  in  this  amendment;  and  because  I 
believe  in  it  I  doubt  the  expediency  of  pushing  it 
now.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  sndanger  reform 
in  this  direction,  as  well  as  the  new  charter  which 
we  hope  to  get  for  the  city.  It  seems  to  m*  that 
it  will  embarrass  the  whole  matter  in  this  City 
Government,  to  say  nothing  of  its  standing  be- 
fore the  Legislature.  It  is  well  known  that  we 
haven't  yet  made  a  change  in  regard  to  the  Water 
Board  by  establishing  a  permanent  commission; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  an  attempt  to  carry  this 
through  before  that  is  settled  may  embairass 
both.  I  am  cerrainly  of  the  opinion  that  the  bet- 
ter way  is  not  to  press  that  matter  at  present. 

Alderman  Prescott— Back  of  all  tne  fundamen- 
tal principle  in  this  proposed  change  in  the  man- 
agement of  our  schools  is  the  fact,  I  believe,  that 
Boston  must  have  just  such  a  Board  of  Education 
as  this  at  some  time,  if  not  in  the  imaiediace  fu- 
ture. I  have  bad  some  doubts  as  to  the  advisabil- 
ity of  petitioning  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  and  the  taking  of  thisdepartmeat  out 
of  the  new  charter.  But,  inasmuch  as  we  have 
already    asked    of    the    Legislature    power    to 
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divide  the  city  into  thirty-six  wards,  and 
providing  for  the  election  of  two  Common 
Councilmen  and  two  School  Committeemen 
from  each  ward;  and  from  the  fact  that 
sucb  a  body  will  not  be  the  Board  of  Education 
that  we  want,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  well 
for  the  city  to  go  to  the  Legislature  at  the  present 
time  before  they  take  action  upon  the  order  of 
the  City  Council  passed  some  fix  weeks  ago;  be- 
cause if  we  make  no  move  in  this  direction  it  may 
seem  straDge  tor  the  City  Council  to  go  there  an- 
other year  and  >sk  for  a  radical  change  fioni  that 
one.  Therefore  I  think  it  better  to  ask  for  it  now, 
even  if  it  is  not  granted. 

Alderman  burrage — We  should  ask  it  tlieo  as  a 
part  of  the  city  charter. 

Alderman  Prescott— But  the  request  now  befoie 
the  Legislature  makes  a  very  radical  change,  it 
seem  to  me  that  even  if  they  do  not  grant  this  re- 
quest at  the  present  time,  we  can  go  to  them 
another  year  with  a  better  grace  and  ask  for  this 
radical  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  body 
having  control  of  our  schools.  As  the  case  now 
stands  we  have  asked  for  two  members  from,  each 
ward,  making  seventy-two;  and  if,  next  year,  we 
ask  for  a  Board  of  Education  of  fifteen  persons, 
they  would  naturally  say  we  had  better  try  what  we 
asked  tor  the  year  before,  rather  than  make 
another  radical  change  in  a  short  time.  So  it 
seems  that  it  will  do  no  harm  to  gobefu.ethe 
Legislature  intimating  that  the  views  of  the  City 
Council  are  now  different  from  those  already  sent 
to  them. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Has  thee  been  any  action 
by  the  Legislature  on  the  division  of  the  wards? 

Alderman  Stebbins — There  has.  A  bill  lias 
passed  the  Senate  and  is  now  before  the  Judiciary 
Committee  of  the  House  providing  that  the  city 
shall  be  divided  into  twenty-six  wards,  with  two 
Common  Councilmen  and  two  members  of  the 
School  Committee  from  each  ward. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMHOS  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Request  of  the  School  Committee  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  schools  for  girls,  similar  in  character 
to  those  for  licensed  minors.  Referred  to  the 
CommiHee  on  Public  Instruction. 

The  order  tor  a  clock  to  be  placed  on  Maverick 
square  came  up  amended  by  the  substitution  of 
"Central  square"  for  "Maverick  square."  Con- 
curred. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  J.  15. 
Simpson  el  al.,  for  leave  to  place  a  wooden  build- 
ine  nn  lot  adjacent  to  Madison  square.    Accepted. 

The  appointment  of  Fence  Viewers,  Field  Driv- 
ers, etc.,  came  up  amended  in  one  or  two  partic- 
ulars.   Concurred. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occiuiel  : 

Member  of  Cochitnate  Water  Board.  Certificate 
of  the  election  by  the  Common  Council  of  Leonard 
R.  Cutter  as  a  member  of  tbe  Cochituaie  Water 
Board,  in  place  of  Charles  R.  McLean,  chosen  by 
this  Board. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  in  my  hand  a  letter 
from  Mr.  McLean,  winch,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Board,  I  will  read : 

Boston,  April  16, 1875. 

Alderman  S.  B.  Stebbins :  My  Dpar  Sir  — 
You  will  please  lernember  that  your  committee 
was  kind  enough  to  nominate  me  as  a  candidate 
for  reelection  for  the  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
for  the  two  years  next  ensuing,  and  which  you  are 
aware  was  done  without  my  knowledge  or  consent. 
And  almost  immediately  afterwards  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  did  me  die  honor  to  elect  me.  You  will 
also  remember  that  I  visited  you  personally  and 
asked  to  have  my  name  withdrawn,  on  accounc 
of  the  too  great  sacrifice  of  time  that  would  be  re- 

?uired  of  me  in  view  of  the  new  work  projected, 
must  now  ask  you  to  positively  withdraw  my 
name  as  a  candidate  for  the  responsible  position 
named— believing  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  require  that  a  permanent  board  should  be 
organized,  with  suitable  compensation,  in  order 
to  command  the  best  services  of  its  members,  to 
the  end  that  the  work  about  to  be  commenced 
may  be  completed  with  economy  and  despatch. 
Very  truly  yoius, 

Charles  R.  McLean. 
Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  als  i  beiii  informed 
by  another  meniber  of  rhe  Water  Board  who  has 
been  elected,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  withdraw 
if  the  City  Council  does  not  vote  to  make  tbe 
hoard  a  permanent  one,  and  that  he  simply  al- 
lowed his  name  to  be  used,  as  did  Mr.  McLean,  in 


order  that  there  should  be  no  vacancy.  Xbey 
were  willing  to  remain  in  office  afew  weeks,  till  it 
was  decided  whether  a  paid  board  should  be  estab- 
lished or  not,  but  they  both  say  they  cannot  afford 
to  give  to  the  cioy  of  Boston  the  time  necessary 
for  toe  peiformance  of  the  duties,  especially  as 
they  would  have  to  be  constantly  employed  in 
carrying  on  the  new  worts  in  contemplation.  I 
have  been  intormed,  though  I  cannot  officially 
vouch  for  the  truth  of  it,  that  che  gentle- 
man wbo  has  been  elected  by  the  Common 
Council  will  not  serve  in  an  ornamental  capacity. 
If  any  member  will  say  that  Mr.  Cutter  will  accept 
the  position  I  shall  be  happy  to  vote  for  him.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  this 
matter  lie  upon  the  table  until  the  matter  of 
establishing  a  permanent  board  is  established.  I 
shall  make  that  motion  unless  some  member  will 
assure  me  that  Mr.  Cutter  will  serve. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  prepared  to  inform  tbe 
Board  that  Mr.  Cutter  will  accept  the  position  if 
elected  by  this  Board. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Aldermen  Power  and 
Stebbins  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes,  and  they  reported  that  Leonard 
R.  Cutter  had  received  12  votes.  He  was  declared 
elected  in  concurrence. 

Director  for  Public  Institutions.  Certificate  of 
the  election  by  the  Common  Council  of  Benjamin 
Dean  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Institu- 
tions, in  plice  of  S.  A.  Denio,  chosed  by  this 
Boaid. 

Aldermen  Prescott  and  Quincy  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  re- 
ported Sylvanus  a.  Denio  had  received  9  votes, 
and  Benjamin  Dean  3.  Mr.  Denic  was  declared 
elected  in  non-concurrence.  Certificate  sent 
down. 

REPORT   OF  CITY  OFFICER. 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Report  for  quarter 
ending  March  31 :  Amount  disbursed,  §21,029;  bal- 
ance on  bind,  $395;  r umber  of  applicants,  for 
Jauuary,  1421 ;  tor  February,  1199;  for  March.  1352. 
Sent  down. 

PAYING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  ou 
petition  of  Clara  F.  Baldwin,  to  be  paid  for  gw.de 
damages  on  Columbia  street,  Ward  16;  Samuel  H. 
Smith,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp  post  in  sidewalk 
of  80  Tremont  street;  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr., for  side- 
walk ou  Duncan  stree*  (it  not  being  a  public 
street).    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  recommending-  the  granting  of  petition 
of  Patrick  Weltch  aid  John  Quuk,for  leave  to 
move  wooden  buildings.    Severally  accepted. 

Orders  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  to 
furnish  and  set  edgestones  in  front  of  112  Dart- 
mouth; to  pave  tbe  sidewalk  with  brick  in  1ront 
of  21  to  31  (inclusive)  Nortbfield  street.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  in  tavor  of  granting  the  petitious  of 
Smith  &  Nevens,  to  sprinkle  certaru  streets; 
Frank  L.  Crosby,  to  locate  gas  lamp  at  25  La- 
grange street;  John  D.  Miller,  to  project  8  lantern 
over  the  sidewalk  of  \\  aj-bingtou  :-treet,  corner  of 
Dover  street- severally  to  be  done  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Sevtr- 
all>  accepied. 

Ordered.  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
heirs  of  Solomon  Wildes  to  lay  down  an  iiou  pipe 
under  Washington  sueet  for  the  purpose  of  eon- 
veyiug  steam  from  this  building  on  the  easterly 
side  of  Washington  street  to  tbeir  building  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  Washinjitou  aud  Hauovrt 
streets;  upon  condition  tnat  saio  parties  shall 
first  give  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  satis- 
factory to  the|City  Solicitor  saving  the  city  harm- 
less against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  eosts 
or  expenses,  for  or  on  account  of  or  in  a">*  way 
growing  out  of  the  laying  down  or  maintaining  of 
said  pipe  under  said  street;  also  upon  condition 
that  said  parties  shall  remove  said  pipe  when  or- 
dered so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Al.lerinen.aii1 
shall  place  the  street  in  as  good  condition  as  "t 
was  in  before  said  pipe  was  laid. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  recommending  tbe  passage  of  orders 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  permits  to  erect  wood- 
en builoin'gs  to  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum  on 
Curtis  street,  Ward  17;  and  to  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  on  Pyuclion  street.  Ward  15, 
Orders  read  twice*  and  passe  1.    Sent  down. 
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Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  submitted  tbe  following: 

Orders  of  notie<*  for  the  construction  of  common 
sewers  as  follows:  In  Centre  street, between  Heath 
and  Amory  streets;  in  Amory  street,  through  pri- 
vate land  east  of  Providence  Railroad  to  Boyiston ; 
in  Boyiston  street  between  Providence  Railioad 
and  Boyiston  avenue,  aud  in  Boyiston  avenue ;  and 
in  Wall  street,  Charlestown.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  the  expediency  of  amending  section  6  of 
the  ordinance  relating  to  sewers,  so  that  assess- 
ments shai I  be  proportioned  to  the  area  of  the 
land  benefited,  instead  of  to  the  value  of  the 
land. 

Passed. 

This  Board  doth  adjudge  it  to  be  necessary  for 
the  public  convenience  that  a  main  diain,or  com- 
mon sewer,  shall  be  laid  in  and  through  the  land 
of  W.  R.  Chester,  trustee,  J.  Amoiy  Codman, 
Samuel  T.  Crosby,  Paul  D.  WaUis  and  Charles  B. 
Wilson.  Willani  Q.  Phillips,  Charles  H.  Esta- 
brook,  trustee,  heirs  of  Elizabeth  Amory,  William 
Merlam,  Oilman  Page,  in  the  said  city ;  it  is  there- 
fore hereby 

Ordered,  That  aue  notice  be  given  to  the  above- 
mentioned  peisons  that  this  Board  intends  to  lay 
a  main  main,  or  common  sewer,  as  aforesaid;  and 
for  that  purpose  to  take  the  land  and  the  right  to 
construct  a  sewer  therein,  from  the  said  persons, 
according  to  the  following  description:  From  W. 
R.  Chester,  trustee,  a  strip  of  land  ten  feet  wide 
and  1C6  feet  long, between  Amory  stieet and  Stony 
Brook,  distant  noout  125  feet  from  and  nearly  paral- 
lel to  the  line  of  the  Bosion  &  Providence  Railioad 
Company,  containing  about  16G0  square  feet. 
From  J. 'Amory  Codman,  a  strip  ot  land  ten  feet 
wide  and  362y2  feet  long,  being  115  feet  distant 
from  and  parallel  to  the  line  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad,  containing  about  3625  square 
feet.  From  Cbark'S  B.Wilson,  Paul  D.  \V;illis  and 
Samuel  T.  Crosbv,  a  strip  of  land  ten  feet  wide 
and  290  feet  long,  115  feet  distant  from  and  paral- 
lel to  the  line  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Rail- 
road Company,  containing  about  2900  square  feet. 
From  Williard  Q.  Phillips,  a  strip  of  land  ten  feet 
wide  and  400  feet  long,  being  115  feet  distant  from 
and  parallel  to  the  line  of  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  Company,  containing  about  4600  square 
feet.  From  Charles  H.  Estabrook,  trustee,  a  strip 
of  land  ten  feet  wide  and  155  feet  Ion  r,  bting 
about  115  feet  from|and  nearly  parallel  to  the  line 
of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railioad  Com- 
pany, containing  about  1550  squaie  feet. 
From  heir*  of  Elizabeth  Amory,  a  strip 
of  land  ten  feet  wide,  beginning  at  the 
last  described  land,  and  extending  southwesterly 
480  feet  to  the  easterly  corner  of  land  of  William 
Meriam,  containing  4800  squaie  feet.  From  Wil- 
liam Meriam,  a  piece  of  land  bounded  northeast- 
erly by  land  of  heirs  or  Elizabetn  Amorv,  forty- 
three  reel;  soutneasterly  by  land  of  said  heirs; 
and  of  Henrv  F.  Co:,  214  feet;  southwesterly  by 
land  of  said  Coe  and  Gil  man  Page,  twenty  feet; 
and  northwesterly  by  land  of  city  of  Boston,  216 
feet;  containing  6740  squaie  feet,  more  or  less. 
From  Oilman  Page,  a  piece,  of  land  bounded  north- 
easteily  by  land  of  William  Meriam,  eighteen  feet; 
southeasterly  by  land  of  Heniy  F.  Coe  and  saicl 
Page,  209  feet;  southwesterly  by  Boyiston  street, 
eight  feet:  and  northwesterly  by  land  of  city  of 
Boston,  211  feet;  containing  2717  square  feet, more 
or  less.  The  whole  taking  being  shown  in  red  on 
a  plan  called  "Plan  of  Taking  for  a  Sewer  between 
Amory  and  Boyiston  street,"  dated  April  20, 1875, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Supeiinteudent 
of  Sewer«— and  that  Monday,  the  third  day  of  May 
next,  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M.,  is  assigned  as  the  time 
for  hearing  any  objections  which  may  be  made 
thereto. 

Passed. 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pay  W.  A.  Low  $75,  for  damages  by 
laying  out  of  Francis  street  westwardly  from 
Brookline  avenue.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Marshall  $60.75 
for  land  and  damages  by  widening  of  Shawmnt 
avenue.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  and  damages  in  widening 
Shawmur,  avenue — Johu  Lamb  $1242;  Lucinda  M. 
Avery  $102.50,  estate  697  Shawmut  avenue.  Sever- 
ally read  once. 


Order  to  pay  for  land  an  l  damages  m  widening 
Beach  street— C.  F.  and  Caroline  Friese,  $2320,  for 
land  in  the  name  of  G.  F.  Friese  and  Caroline 
Weber.    Read  once. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  and  damages  in  widening 
streets — William  Haanan,  $243.04;  James  Jessup, 
$2000,  widening  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  16;  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Corporation,  $2771.50,  for  land, 
etc.,  taken  in  laving  out  of  Lincoln  stieet  in  Ward 
19,  by  the  town  of  Brighton,  June  13, 1873;  Hen- 
rietta Goldsmith,  $3485,  widening  of  Gore  avenue. 
Severally  read  once. 

Report  on  petition  of  Cynthia  W.  Batchelder 
for  increased  award  for  land  taken  in  widening 
Shawmut  avenue,  recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order  to  pay  said  petitioner  $456.50.  Order 
read  once. 

Order  of  notice  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  Bridget  Riley,  Christian  Rechel,  J. 
Lavery,  John  T.  Maoson,  Ezekiel  S.  Johnson,  W. 
Eliot  Woodward,  and  all  others  intere-ted,  to 
"quit"  on  East  Lenox  stieet,  on  or  before  the  15th 
of  May,  low  next  ensuing.    Passed. 

Whereas,  Tbe  cit\  of  Boston  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  Michael  Geraghty,  on  the  first 
day  of  October,  1870,  to  couvey  to  said  Geragh- 
ty  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situated  on  Han- 
over street,  in  consideration  that  said  Geragh- 
ty  should  pay  to  the  city  the  sum  of  $6656, 
in  five  equal  annual  instalments,  with  inter- 
est on  tbe  poitiou  remaining  unpaid  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum;  and  whereas 
the  said  Geiaghty  has  failed  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  agreement,  having  paid  only  one- 
fifth  of  the  said  sum  ot  $6656:  now,  therefore,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  be  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cancel  the  said  agreement  on  the 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston;  and  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Streets  are  hereby  directed  to 
take  possession  of  the  before-djeutioiied  lot  of 
land  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Read  once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — 17  bootblacks,  11 
newsboys. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Z.  M.Saunders,  414  Main 
street;  Richard  Robins,  28  Congress  street. 

License  to  Keep  Intelligence  Office  Transferred 
— Fiom  J.  S.  Starrett,  28  Sudbury  street,  to 
George  W.  Babb. 

Amusement  License  Granted— Post  23,  G.A.R., 
to  give  musical  enteitaiament  at  Lyceum  Hall, 
East  Boston,  April  23. 

Hack  License  Granted — Sanborn  &  Hardy,  Bel- 
mont Hotel. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted — Samuel  C.  Davis,  11 
Bickford  street ;  Thomas  Coughlan,  corner  Lenox 
and  TreoooDt  streets;  Joseph  Gahn,  10  Bow  street, 
Charlestown ;  Lentz  &  Bigelow,  Green  street,  Ja- 
maica Plain. 

Billiard  License  Refused— George  H.  Walcott, 
947  Fourth  stieet. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  heretotoie  granted  to 
Daniel  J.  Sullivaa  to  deal  in  secondhand  articles 
at  216  East  Dover  street  be  levoked  for  cause. 

SALARY  OF  LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 
In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, passed  on  the  16th  instant,  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  beg  leave  to  recommend  tbe  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order,  establishing  the  salaries 
of  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  The  dutie-  to  be  performed  bv  the 
commissioners  are  both  difficult  and  delicate,  and 
it  is  in  the  highest  degi  ee  important  to  the  suc- 
cess of  che  license  system  that  the  Mayor  should 
be  able  to  select  for  the  office  men  of  acknowl- 
edged ability  and  integrity.  To  do  this  it  is  nec- 
essary that  a  liberal  compensation  should  be  al- 
lowed for  tbe  service  whicn  is  demanded,  and 
the  city  can  well  affo.d  it,  as  a  large  income  will 
be  derived  from  the  fees  for  licenses.  In  addition 
to  the  duty  of  issuing  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
liquors,  the  commissioners  are  authorized  to  ex- 
ercise the  powers  heretofore  exercised  by  the 
Board  ot  Aldermen  in  granting  licenses  to  inn- 
holdeis  and  common  victuallers, 

Oidered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
commissioners  appointed  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  99  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1875,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors,"  the  sum  of  $3500  eacu  per  annum, begin- 
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ning  on  the  date  of  their  confirmation  by  the  City 
Council;  said  compensation  to  he  in  full  for  all 
the  services  performed  by  said  commissioners  un- 
der the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  to  be  charged 
to  the  receipts  from  fees  for  licenses. 
■  Order  read  once. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien,  from  rhe  Joiat  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  on  petitions  of  Patrick  H.  Leary, 
executor,  and  of  Patrick  R.  Guiney.  submitted 
reports  severally  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instru- 
ment or  instruments,  to  be  approved  by 
the  City  Solicitor,  whereby  the  city  shall 
declare  that  it  will,  so  far  as  it  can  lawfully  do  so 
without  affecting  the  legal  or  equitable  rights  of 
third  parties  holding  title  under  it,  suffer  and  al- 
low the  present  owner  of  the  estate  upon  the 
southwest  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and  East 
Buookline  street  to  disregard  so  much  of  ihe  fifth 
condition  imposed  upon  said  estate  in  the  original 
deed  given  by  the  city  in  1857,  as  will  psrmit 
the  owner  thereof  to  use  the  building  thereon 
erected  for  store  purposes,  and  also  to  maintain  the 
rear  portion  of  the  end  buildirg  as  now  erected  at 
the  height  of  two  stories. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  h.s  Honoi  the  Mayor  he  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument  to 
beappiovedby  the  City  Solicitor,  whereby  the 
city  shall  declare  that  it  will  so  far  as  it  can  law- 
fully do  so  without  affecting  the  legator  equitable 
rights  of  third  parties  holding  title  under  it,  suffer 
and  allow  the  pre-  ent  owner  of  the  estate  upon 
the  northwest  corner  of.  Hairison  avenue  ai.d 
Brookline  street,  to  disregard  so  much  of  the  fifth 
condition  imposed  upon  said  estate  in  the  original 
deed  .riven  by  tre  city  November  1, 1855,  as  will 
permit  the  owner  thereof  to  maintain  the  rear 
portion  of  the  end  building  as  now  erected  at  the 
height  of  two  stories. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

INSPECTION   OF  LIGHTERS. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Harbor 
would  respectfully  represent  that  certain  changes 
are  needed  in  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  weigh- 
ing and  inspecting  boats  and  lighters,  ia  order  to 
prevent  irregularities  and  frauds  in  the  sale  of 
stones,  sand  and  gravel  for  ballast  and  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying amendment: 

An  Ordinance. 

To  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  weighing 
and  inspection  boats  and  lighters. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  weigh- 
ing and  inspecting  boats  and  lighters  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out  the  fifth  section  and  in- 
serting in  place  thereof  the  following: 

"Section  5.  Whenever  the  Assistant  Weigheis 
and  Inspectors  shall  have  iuspected  and  weighed 
stones,  sand,  gravel  or  other  ballast,  they  shall 
forthwith  leport  to  the  Weigher  and  Inspector  in 
Chief  the  name  of  the  vessel,  the  number  of  tons, 
and  a  description  of  the  contents,  whether  of 
stones,  sand,  gravel  or  other  ballast;  and  there- 
upon the  Weigher  and  Inspector  in  Chief,  or,  in 
his  absence,  one  of  the  assistants  designated  by 
him,  shall  furnish  to  the  owner  or  vendor  of 
such  stones,  sand,  gravel  or  other  ballast, 
a  certificate  of  such  weighing  and  in- 
spection. Such  certificate  shall  not  in  any  case 
be  given  for  ballast  sold  out  below  the  high-water 
marks.  The  weigher  and  inspector-in-chief  shall 
keep  a  record  of  the  leports  of  the  assistants, 
which  record  shall  be  open  at  all  seasonable 
hours  to  the  examination  of  persons  interested 
therein." 

Refened,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Buuage,to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances.    Se*it  down. 

POLICE. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  fiom  the 
Committee  on  Police  recommending  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  nomination  of  Edward  A.  Lawrence  as 
a  police  officer  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Report  accepted  and  nomination  confirmed. 

STABLES  AND   CELLABS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  on  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables, 
as  follows : 


Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  pe- 
titions: A.  S.  Ripley,  386Longwood  avenue;  Pat- 
rick Cusick,  Boylston  avenue ;  Hiram  H.  Hollis, 
Brighton  avenue;  D.  W.  Beckler,  Beacon  Trotting 
Park;  B.  F.  Bean,  13  Clarence  street;  Michael 
O'Keefe,  Western  avenue,  near  Waverley  street, 
Ward  19. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  following  petitions  for  stables:  William  M. 
Henderson,  Emerson  street,  corner  of  L ;  J.  Mc- 
Deimott,  Border  street,  corner  Auiora  alley, 
Ward  1. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdiaw  on 
petition  of  C.  B.  Peabody,  for  leave  to  construct 
cellar  below  grade  at  corner  of  Ashland  place 
and  Harriton  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  tee  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  passed 
March  27, 1875,  as  authorized  the  pavment  of  the 
sum  of  $1000  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory  for 
Company  E,  Ninth  Begiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M.,  at  the  corner  of  Harvard  and  Washington 
streets,  begitnug  April  1, 1875,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  rescinded. 

Read  iwice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered .  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  for  rent  ot  armorv  for  Company 
E,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  JUL.,  at  No. 
122  Eliot  street,  the  sum  of  §550  per  annum,  be- 
ginning on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1875,  and 
continuing  until  otherwise  ordered;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropiiation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  as  follows: 

Leave  to  Withdraw.  Reports  severally  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Charles 
McGinnis,  to  be  paid  the  reward  offered  by  the 
city  for  the  detection  and  conviction  of  the  ab- 
ductor of  Katie  Curran :  Joseph  S.  Evans,  to  be 
compensated  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  the 
fall  of  snow  and  ice  from  roof  of  building  on  Pur- 
chase street.    Severally  accepted  ano  sent  down. 

Claim  Settled.  Report  that  Ellen  Charlton  has 
accepted  §150  in  settlement  of  her  claim  for  com- 
pensation for  personal  injuries  caused  by  defect 
in  Rut  gles  street.    Accepted  and  sent  down. 

Copying  Charlestown\Aneicnt  Records.  Report 
on  petition  of  Frederick  Monioe  to  be  paid  for 
copying  certain  ancient  records  of  Cliarlestown. 
By  an  older  ot  the  City  Council  of  Cliarlestown, 
passed  5ih  day  of  October,  1868,  the  Committee 
on  City  Property  was  authorized  topiovid<^for 
the  copying  and  binding  of  the  first  t»o  vol- 
umes or  the  early  records  of  Charlestown, 
provided  the  expense  should  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  §500.  Although  it  appeared  upon 
inquiry  that  the  work  could  be  done  for  the 
amount  named,  the  committee  authorized  Mr.  A. 
B.  Shedd  to  go  on  with  it  for  the  time  being  v  ith- 
out  any  written  contract  and  without  any  definite 
understanding  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid.  Mr. 
Shedd  engaged  the  petitioner  to  do  the  copying, 
and  subsequently  gave  up  his  iuterest  in  the 
work,  leaving  Mr.  Monroe  to  deal  directly  with 
the  city  in  carrying  it  on.  The  claim  now  pre- 
sented covers  the  work  of  copying  the  first  vol- 
ume, and  the  petitioner  estimates  the  value 
of  his  services  at  §1000.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  has  any  legal  claim  against 
the  city,  and  the  only  question  is  whether  it 
would '  be  desirable  for  the  city  to  purchase 
the  wok.  The  committee  having  "conferred  with 
a  number  of  persons  qualified  to  judge  as  to  its 
value  to  the  city,  and  also  as  to  the  value  of  the 
services  performed  by  the  petitioner,  are  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  expedient  to  purchase  the 
work  already  performed,  provided  it  can  be  ob- 
tained for  tlie  sum  of  §500,  and  they  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to 
purchase  for  the  use  of  the  city  the  copy  of  the 
first  volume  of  Charle^tonn  records  made  by 
Frederick  Monroe :  the  expense,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  §500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  order 
take  its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Of  what  real  vsAue  is  this 
ol  1  volume  to  be?  We  have  had  about  enousn.  of 
paying  up  bills  of  cities  aud  towns  that  were  an- 
nexed.   This  oue  seems  to  be  a  donation. 
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,  Alderman  Worthington— This  is  a  copy  of  the 
old  records  of  Charlestown.  The  book  is  old  and 
defaced;  portions  of  it  are  broken  off;  the  paper 
is  tender  and  not  sufficiently  stiong  to  peimit  it 
to  be  handled  if  any  one  wishes  to  search  the 
ancient  records.  The  Citv  Government  of 
Chailestown  deemed  them  of  so  niucli  impor- 
tance that  they  engaged  Mr.  Sbedd  to  put  them  in 
good  condition.  As  the  report  states,  Mr.  Shedd 
gave  it  up,  and  then  Mr.  Monroe  had  to  deal 
directly  with  the  Government,  which  had  offered 
$500,  and  Mr.  Shedd  saw  that  that  would  n't 
more  than  half  pay  for  the  work,  but  he  allowed 
Mr.  Monroe  to  go  on.  ¥r.  Monroe  now  comes 
before  tin;  City  Government  and  says  he  has  done 
$1000  worth  of  work,  and  I  know  he  has.  He  has 
made  two  copies  anu  prepaied  them  with  a  great 
deal  of  care.  They  have  been  eubmittad  to  par- 
ties who  have  examined  iuto  the  ancient  records 
and  learned  to  read  them,  the  same  as  Mr.  Monroe 
was  obliged  to  do  before  he  copied  them,  lie 
made  the  first  copy  and  submitted  that  to  parties, 
Mr.  Frothingham  and  others,  for  cortections,  and 
then  made  anolhei  handsome,  perfect  copy.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  expedient  that  the 
city  of  Boston  should  purchase  it,  but  the  anci.  nt 
record  can  be  kept  and  aoy  one  can  be  permitted 
to  examine  it.  The  committee  think  it  wise  to 
purchase  this  copy  for  $500. 

Aldeiinan  Burrage— I  happen  to  know  some- 
thing of  these  old  records,  and  I  think  they  are 
almost  as  important  as  any  records  in  existence. 
Is  is  certainly  important  that  they  should  be  pre- 
served. I  know  that  the  paper  is  very  tender  and 
the  writing  almost  illegible  in  many  places,  and 
unless  they  are  preseived  in  some  other  way,  they 
will  not  be  likely  to  last  a  great  many  yeais 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

CHARGE  OK  BOAT  ON  PUBLIC  GARDEN. 

Aldennan  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Coramittie  oj  Common,  recommending 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine,  to 
have  charge  of  the  boats  on  the  Public  (iarden 
Pond.    Acceptedand  sent  down. 

BETTERMENTS  APPORTIONED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbms,  the  vote  of 
last  meeting  bv  which  the  order  was  passed  ap- 
portioning the  betterments  assessed  upoi.  certain 
estates  on  the  Northampton-street  district,  was 
reconsidered.  The  order  was  then  amended,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  by  adding  to  the 
list  an  estate  of  John  Corcoran  and  three  estates 
of  Ezekiel  S.  Johnson,  and  as  ameudsd  the  order 
was  passed.    Sent  down. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

Addeimao  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  recommending  the 
granting  of  permit  to  J.  E.  1'erkiDS  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  engine  on  Cambridge  street,  near  the 
line  of  Somerville.    Accepted. 

SALARIES  OF    CONSTABLES     IN     DISTRICT    COURTS, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  motion  of  Alderman  Pow- 
ei,  to  reconsider  the  order  to  allow  the  two  offi- 
cers in  attendance  on  the  South  Boston  Municipal 
Court  $1500  each  per  annum,  from  April  1.  and  the 
officer  at  the  Brighton  Court  $1200  from  the  same 
date. 

The  question  was  upon  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Power  alluded  to  the  discussion  on 
the  subject  laft  year,  and  asked  Aldeiman  Steb- 
bins to  give  his  reasons  for  an  apparent  change 
of  vie  vs,  as  he  had  then  opposed  even  $1200  for 
these  officers. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  was  then  uncertain 
what  amount  of  business  would  be  done  by  the 
district  coutts,  and  the  salary  was  placed  at  a  rea- 
sonable figure  to  await  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ment. It  appears  that  a  very  Is-rge  business  is 
done  at  the  South  Boston  court,  much  Iprger  than 
in  Roxbury,  where  the  salaries  have  been  $1500 
for  three)  or  four  jears.  The  committee  thought 
that  $1200  was  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the 
one  Brighton  officer,  as  he  carried  the  prisoners  to 
the  prison  in  his  own  private  conveyance,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  regular  duties. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  Board  had  no  voice  in 
determining  the^number  of  men  employed  at  the 
courts,  and  thw  judges  could  appoint  as  many  as 
tbey  pleased,  the  Board  only  having  control  of  the 
salaries.  It  was  shown  last  year  that  the  work  in 
South  Boston  was  double  what  it  was  in  East  Bos- 
ton; and  he  contended  that  there  is  no  pretext 
for  raising  the  salary  now,  even  after  the  large 


increase  of  business.  A  patrolman  on  the  police 
force  gets  about  $1000  a  year,  and  there  is  no 
comparison  between  the  duties  of  a  policeman 
and  a  coLstable-  A  t  oliceman  has  to  work  ni  ght 
and  day  and  on  Sunday;',  and  harder  on  holidays 
than  ou  any  other  day;  be-ides  this,  the  patrol-' 
man  requires  a  higher  oruer  of  intellect  than  a  con- 
stable. Theie  i»  no  leason  why  a  constable's  sal- 
ary should  be  higher  than  a  patrolman's.  When- 
ever this  question  is  before  the  Board,  those 
constables  may  be  found  in  the  Aldermen's  loom, 
anu  they  are  heie  now,  waiting  for  the  solution 
of  the  question,  and  perhaps  trying,  by  ttieir 
prcsencj,  to  influence  the  action  upon  it.  Alder- 
man Power  read  from  page  409  of  the  Minutes  of 
1874,  from  the  remarks  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  to 
show  that  the  constables'  work  in  South  Boston 
was  greater  than  in  East  Boston,  that  the  salaries 
of  $95  per  month  for  the  South  Boston  and  $80 
for  those  in  East  Boston,  were  high  enough,  in 
consideration  of  the  fact  that  tbey  have  so  little 
to  do  in  the  ftemoon,  and  nothing  ou  Sundays, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  privilege  of  being  home  at 
night  with  their  families. 

Alderman  Harris  inquired  if  that  discussion  was 
not  in  relation  to  the  East  Boston  officers,  and 
Aldennan  Po*er  said  it  w^,s  mainly  on  the  leport 
of  the  committee  fixing  thes'laryof  the  South 
Boston  officers  at  $1200,  woich  it  is  now  proposed 
to  raise  to  $1508.  The  matter  should  be  j  ef erred 
back  to  the  Commitee  on  County  Accounts;  for, 
while  some  courts  do  twice  the  ousiu-ss  of  others, 
there  is  no  material  diffeience  in  t'*e  salaries.  The 
salaries  are  high  enough  now.  Last  year,  when 
the  judge  iu  Charte  town  nominated  three  officers 
for  his  court,  the  Alderman,  having  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  business,  moved  to  make  the  salary$800, 
and  at  the  very  next  meeting  one  na  ue  was  with- 
drawn, thereby  acknowledging  that  two  men  were 
sufficient.  That  thing  wouldn't  stand  investigation, 
anil  this  will  not  either.  These  officers  should  be 
paid  a  salaty  proportionate  to  the  duty  taey  per- 
form. If  this  passes  the  Board,  petitions  for  an 
increase  of  salary  will  come  fromevery  court;  one 
has  already  conies  fiom  East  Boston.  He  hoped 
that  the  oider  would  be  recommitted,  ami  that 
the  committee  would  thoroughly  examine  in  to  the 
subject. 

Alderman  Harris  said  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts  had  thoroughly  examined,  the  subject 
and  from  the  facts  elicited  the,y  telt  th-it  the  offi- 
cers were  entitled  to  the  salaries  reported.  They 
had  bef oi  e  them  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
work  peiformed  by  the  constables  at  the  different 
courts,  which  showed  that  the  per  cent,  was 
largely  in  favor  of  South  Boston.  Besides  this  it 
appeared  that  wiiile  the  officer  in  the  city  proper 
attended  only  to  the  criminal  business,  those  in 
the  district  courts  attended  to  both  civil  and  crim 
inal  business.  The  judge  confirmed  what  had 
been  said,  and  though  the  committee  felt  that 
they  were  not  warranted  in  increasing  the  salaries 
faster  than  they  ought  to  be,  they  did  feel  war- 
ranted in  reporting  thic  order. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  Alderman  Harris 
to  read  the  paner,  as  it  would  be  interesting  to 
learn  the  facts. 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  it  was  not  in  order  to 
read  the  paper. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  desiied  to  make 
some  remarks,  and  would  lead  the  paper  as  a  part 
of  them. 

"Comparative  statement  of  cash  received  from 
fines,  costs  and  fees  in  the  Municipal  Court  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  in  the  Municipal  Court  for 
the  South  Boston  District  for  and  during  the  half 
year  ending  December  31, 1874: 

Court.        Criminal  Session.    Civil  Session.    Total. 

Boston $24,792.39  $3,682.70       $28,475.09 

So.  Boston....  7,868.45  190.50  K,05H.03 

Highland 5,948.16  549.67  6,497.83 

Charlestown..  4,955.05 

Constables'  salaries  and  the  respective  propor- 
tion thereof  to  the  amount  of  the  fines,  costs  and 
fees  for  said  half  year: 

Am't  of        Constables' 
Court.  Fines,  etc.       Salaries.       Per  Centage. 

Boston $28,475.09  $7,800.00  .27 

So.  Boston....         8,058.03  1,140.00  .14 

Highland 6,497.83  1,500.00  .23 

Charlestown..         4,955.05  1,200.00  .24 

Brighton 2,385.72  600.00  .25 

WestKoxbury         1,559.42  1,010.00  .69 

Dorchester....         1.245.78  510.00  .41 

East  Boston. .         4,377.32  1,020.00  .23 

Note— The  salaries  of  the  constables  of  the  South 
Boston  Municipal  Court,  if  payable  at  the  same  rate  as 
those  of  the  Boston  Court,  would  be  $2175:  of  the  High- 
land, $1853,  and  of  the  Charlestown,  $1933.'' 
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Alderman  Worthington  called  special  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  West  Koxbury  the  salaries 
of  the  constables  were  sixty-nine  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  received  from  fines,  and  the  clerks'  and 
judges' salaries  were  extra.  He  agreed  with  Al- 
derman Power  that  there  should  be  some  regula- 
tion of  these  courts  and  that  they  should  be  over- 
hauled, if  it  were  possible.  South  Bostoo  consta- 
bles receive  but  fourteen  per  cent,  and  have  more 
to  do  than  any  others.  He  alluded  to  the  bad 
character  of  certain  streets  in  that  section,  the 
dangei  even  to  men  of  going  through  them  at 
night,  and  thought  the  constables  were  justly 
entitled  to  $1500. 

Alderman  Power  did  not  wish  any  stronger 
argument  tor  recommittal  than  the  paper  just 
read,  if  people  are  to  be  paid  in  proportion  to  the 
labor  performed,  which  they  should  be.  Because 
a  man  is  a  constable  in  Dorchester  is  no  reason  he 
should  receive  the  same  salary  as  the  one  in  South 
Boston  who  does  double  the  work. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Burrage, 
Alderman  Harris  stated  that  the  constables  en- 
gage in  no  other  business. 

Alderman  O'Brien  thought  it  would  not  be 
proper  policy  to  repudiate  the  committee's  re- 
port after  accepting  that  on  the  salaries  of  high 
city  officers  a  short  time  ago.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  constables  and  policemen;  the 
former  must  give  bonds,  they  are  responsible  for 
the  money  they  collect,  while  he  did  n't  see  any- 
thing particularly  hard  in  the  work  ot  policemen 
while  walking  about  the  streets. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Claik  said  this  was  bis  fourth  year  on 
the  Police  Committee ;  he  had  always  voted  against 
every  order  to  increase  the  pay  of  members  of 
that  department,  and  could  not  consistently  vote 
$1500  to  constables  to  do  one-half  the  duty  they 
ask  of  policemen  for  less  tbam  $1100.  Policemen 
have  other  duties  tban  walking  about  the  streets : 
it  is  they  who  keep  the  peace  m  South  Boston  and 
protect  pioperty,  not  the  constables.  Why  make 
this  distinction?  For  every  constable's  position 
there  are  a  thousand  applications.  There  is  n't  a 
police  captain  who  would  n't  be  willing  to  give  up 
his  place  for  such  an  esisy  position  with  a  salary 
of  $1500.  There  is  no  justice  in  advancing  the 
pay  of  constables  and  refusing  to  increase 
that  ot  policemen.  Even  at  the  present 
pay,  every  one  knows  what  a  pressure  there  is  to 
get  on  the  police  force.  Three-fourths  of  the  men 
in  the  Police  Department  are  competent  to  fill  the 
position  of  constable.  If  it  is  not  necessary  to 
maintain  these  district  courts,  as  the  statistics 
would  seem  to  indicate,  there  should  be  a  petition 
to  the  Legislature  to  abolish  them.  It  costs  $5000 
or  $6000  to  run  the  court  at  Jamaica  Plain,  where 
they  did  n't  average  three  cases  a  week. 

Alderman  Bigelow — They  are  a  very  law-abiding 
people  in  Ward  17. 

Alderman  Clark — Very  true.  It  is  the  police- 
men who  have  the  i  esponsibiluy  of  protecting 
property,  and  not  the  constable,  and  theie  is  no 
justice  in  paving  the  constables  higher  salaries. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  the  question  was  not  dis- 
cussed on  its  merits.  The  jequiremeiits  of  a  con- 
stable are  different  from  those  of  a  policeman, 
and  be  did  not  see  why  the  two  should  be  brought 
together.  He  had  not  voted  against  raising  or  de- 
creasing the  pay  of  patrolmen.  The  question  was 
simply  whether  a  certain  kind  of  work  was  worth 
a  fixed  sum.  He  agreed  with  the  committee  and 
had  beard  nothing  to  change  his  mind. 

Alderm.-.n  Worthington  bad  been  astonished  at 
the  statistics,  and  thought  the  constables'  salaries 
should  be  overhauled.  He  should  vote  for  a  re- 
consideration and  then  favor  recommittal,  so  that 
committee  might  report  back  some  plan  for  a  re- 
organization or  those  courts.  There  is  no  need  of 
a  court  in  West  Roxbury;  the  constable  there 
does  other  business;  he  hapoened  to  know  one 
geutleman  who  left  a  higher  salary  in  the  Custom 
House  to  take  a  situation  out  there,  because  he 
knew  he  could  make  more. 

Alderman  Clark  was  glad  to  hear  the  conclusion 
of  the  last  speaker;  he  doubted  not  that  the  du- 
ties of  constables  could  be  performed  at  sotne  of 
the  courts  by  policemen,  tbongh  the  salaries  in 
the  city  proper  are  established  by  statute  law.  He 
knew  that  Captains  Adams,  and  Vinal  and  Fold 
were  far  superior  in  talent  to  any  of  the  consta- 
bles, and  yet  they  received  less  than  $1500. 


Alderman  Harris  asked  if  they  would  accept  the 
positions. 

Alderman  Clark  bad  no  doubt  they  would  be 
glad  to  take  the  position  and  work  half  time.  No 
doubt  the  constables  are  competent,  but  no  more 
so  than  the  police. 

Aldermau  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  the  question  in  his  mind 
was  whether  competent  men  could  be  secured  to 
fill  the  position  for  less  than  $1500,  and  he  thought 
it  required  further  consideration. 

Alderman  Power  spoke  of  the  mental  andphysi- 
cal  requirements  of  a  policeman;  if  the  latter  has 
even  a  varicose  vein  he  is  rejected.  This  question 
came  up  last  year  on  the  pay  of  the  Charlestown 
constables,  where  three  prominent,  men  were  ap- 
plicants, and  the  judge  had  the  courage  to  re- 
fuse to  appoint  only  two,  but  he  very  quickly 
withdrew  one  of  them.  The  constables'  duties  in 
South  Boston  were  not  arduous  enough  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  there  since  two  o'clock,  and 
waiting  till  it  is  fettled. 

Alderman  O'Brien  thought  it  was  not  consistent 
to  criticise  these  three  constables  after  passing 
the  salary  bill  without  discussion.  A  policeman 
needs  to  be  physically  well,  so  does  a  soldier;  but 
a  man  with  one  leg  may  have  brains  enough  to  be 
a  constable,  while  a  well-formed  policeman  may 
not. 

Alderman  Stebbins  alludPd  to  the  peculiar 
qualifications  requiied  for  the  position;  to  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Rogers,  who  had  charge  of  the  city 
prison,  was  selected  for  that  reason,  and  he  ex- 
pecied  that  his  pay  would  be  the  same  as  before. 
The  constables  are  oblige  1  to  do  a  large  work  in 
the  civil  business  of  the  court.  The  courts  ought 
not  to  have  been  established,  and  some  of  them 
could  be  consolidated. 

The  discussion  was  continued  at  some  length, 
the  point  turning  on  the  relative  qualifications  of 
constables  and  policemen.  In  reply  to  a  question 
by  Alderman  Harris,  Alderman  Clark  said  the 
Committee  on  Police  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  three  dollars  a  day  was  as  littls  as  an  able- 
bodied  peliceman  should  receive,  and  they  could 
get  all  the  men  they  wanted  at  that  price. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried — yeas  7, 
nays  5 : 

"Seas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Ciark,  Pow- 
er, Prescott,  Viles,  Worthington — 7. 

Nay-— Aldermen  I' arris,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Quincy, 
Stebbins — 5. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  that  the  order  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Aldetmao  Qnrncy  asked  for  some  instructions. 

Alderman  Clark  moved  to  recommit  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  CouDty  Accounts,  with  in- 
structions to  consider  the  question  of  salaries  of 
all  constables  of  the  municipal  courts,  and  fix 
them  upon  the  basis  of  the  amount  of  labor  per- 
formed, and  also  to  ascertain  and  report  whether 
some  of  the  district  courts  cannot  be  abolished. 

The  motion  to  lecommit  with  instructions  was, 
after  a  brief  discussion,  lost; — yeas  6,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pow- 
er, Viles,  Worthington— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Stebbins— 6. 

The  order  was  theu  recommitted  without  in- 
stiuctions. 

THE    KEW  CHARTER. 

The  new  draft  of  the  city  charter  came  up  in  the 
regular  order  as  unfinished  business,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Worthington  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  temporarily. 

Later  in  the  evening  it  was  taken  trom  the  ta- 
ble on  motion  of  Alrerman  Quincy,  wh»  moved  to- 
specially  assign  for  five  o'clock  on  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Alderman  Worthington  suggested  tomorrow 
evening  at  seven  o'clocV,  so  that  it  could  go  to  the 
other  branch  at  once,  as  he  believed  seven  mem- 
bers intended  to  vote  for  it,  whether  good  or  evil. 

l'he  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  report  rec- 
ommeuditig  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  G.  Lewis  et  al.  to  be  heard  on  the  subject 
of  revision  of  betterment  assessments  for  laying 
out  Bigelow  street  in  Ward  19,  was  taken  from  the 
fable  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Ou  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


APRIL    33,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7>/2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  cbair. 

PAPERS     FROM     THE     BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Quarterly  report  ot  Paymaster  of  State  Aid. 
Placed  on  lile. 

Request  of  tbe  School  Committee  lor  additional 
accommodations  in  Bunker  Hill  School  District; 
petitions  of  Charles  E.  and  F.  P.  MoseJey;  report 
and  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to 
inspections  of  lighters.    Severally  referred. 

Reports  of  Committee  on  Claims  (leave  to  with- 
draw) on  petitions,  viz. :  1.  Joseph  S.  Evans,  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  from  a  fall  of  ice  from  building 
250  Purchase  street;  2.  Charles  Mcliinnis,  for  re- 
ward for  detection  of  abductor  of  Katie  Curran. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  Joint  Committee  on  Common  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  ot  T.  A. 
Splaine,  to  have  charge  of  the  boats  on  the  Public 
Garden. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  understand  that  that 
matter  has  never  been  bef oi  e  the  Committee  on 
Common,  and  I  want  to  know  from  some  member 
if  my  information  is  correct. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wi.rd  5—1  think  the  gentleman  is 
misinformed  when  he  says  it  did  not  come  before 
the  committee,  because  it  did  ;  but  it  was  stated 
by  the.  ch:i.ii  man  that  he  had  already  given  the 
caarge  of  the  boats  to  the  party  vho  had  hereto- 
fore had  that  privilege,  and  that  statement  hav- 
ing been  made,  the  committee  felt  bound,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  sustain  their  chairman.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  committee  were  fully  satis- 
fied with  the  disposition  of  the  matter.'  If  the 
party  had  asked  for  a  hearing,  or  if  a  hearing  had 
been  suggested,  I  think  possibly  one  might  have 
been  had  ;  but  under  th«  circumstances,  the  com- 
mittee, never  before  having  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  matter  as  a  committee,  felt  delicately 
■about  doing  anything.  The  chairman  having 
previously  superintended  the  whole  matter,  and 
having  done  it  at  this  time,  there  was  nothing  for 
the  committee  to  do,  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
give  the  party  leave  to  withdraw.  As  an  individ- 
ual, and  as  one  member  of  the  committee,  I  don't 
feel  that  it  was  exactly  right  not  to  give  the 
applicant  a  bearirg,  and  1  should  be  willing,  as 
one,  to  have  the  inatter  heard. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  l(i — As  the  chairman  ot  the 
co  mmittee  has  assumed  duties  which  do  not  oe- 
long  to  him — which  is  the  case  as  appears  from 
the  statement  of  the  gentleman  liom  Ward  5-1 
move  that  the  report  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  certainly,  by  no  word  of 
mine,  woulti  cast  a  reflection  upon  the  chair- 
man, or  intimate  that  he  would  assume  aay  pre- 
rogative that  did  n't  belong  to  him.  It  has  here- 
tofore been  the  custom  of  the  chairman  to  do  that 
thing.  Whether  it  is  proper  or  right,  is  an- 
other imestioo,  without  a  vote  of  the  committee; 
but  the  chairman  having  done  it,  we  did  n't  feel 
like  saying  anything  about  it.  I  did  n't  charge  that 
the  chairman  would  assume  to  dp  anything  which 
he  should  not  have  done,  according  to  what  is  the 
usual  custom.  I  have  been  informed  since  the  de- 
cision that  a  party  is  willing  to  pay  for  the  privi- 
lege, and  that  the  party  having  it  now  does  n»t 
pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 -Whether  or  not  the 
gentfeman  meant  to  say  that  the  chairman  as- 
sumed duties  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  it 
seems  to  me  the  chairman  has  undert?.ken  to  de- 
cide a  question  without  having  it  submitted  to 
the  committee,  and  I  think  that  is  rather  an  as- 
sumption.   I  reuew  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6—1  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  will  not  prevail. 
If,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  it 
has  been  the  custom,  heretofore,  for  the  chair- 
man to  grant  thi<  privilege,  and  if  the  committee, 
before  whom  this  matter  came,  did  not  raise  ob- 
je  tions  to  the  course  taken  by  ths  chairman,  and 
if  the  report  ot  leave  to  withdraw  is  unanimous, 
1  hope  the  Council  will  accept  the  report. 
If  the  committee,  as  a  committee,  desire 
to  investigate  it  and  bring  the  matter 
up,  let   them  do  so.    I   hope  we  saall  uot  cast  any 


reflet  ti  on  upon   the   chairman  for  can ying  out  a 
custom  of  the  past. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— There  is  to  member  of 
this  City  Government  for  whom  I  have  a  higher 
respect  or  affection  than  the  gentlemanly  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Common.  It  is  a  cus- 
tom more  honored  in  the  breach  tb'in  in  the  ob- 
servance for  the  chairman  of  a  committee  to  do 
what  it  appears  has  been  done  in  this  Gov- 
ernment; and  we  have  already  heard  one  member 
of  the  committee  say  that  he  does  not  feel  satis- 
fied with  the  action  taken  in  this  matter.  It  Is 
doubtless  rather  a  delicate  matter  for  a  conimit- 
tse,  some  of  whom  are  new  members  of  the  City 
Government,  to  object  to  what  has  been  done 
by  a  member  who  has  been  in  the  Govern- 
ment as  long  ts  the  chairman  of  th<- Committer 
on  Oommon  has;  and  doubtless  this  foeling  of 
delicacy  must  have  prevented  some  membeis  of 
that  committee  from  expressing  their  opinion. 
But.  sir,  it  is  not  for  the  trifling  matter  here;  I 
don't  care  anything  about  trie  a  etails  of  it,  and  I 
dare  say  it  is  all  right,  but  it  is  a  custom  that 
should  be  abolished,  aud  I  hope  the  Council  will 
maintain  that  position,  and  that  this  matter  will 
be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—  Being  a  member  of  the 
committee  in  question,  but  so  unfortunate  as  not 
to  be  present  arhen  the  matter  was  considered,  I 
tiost  the  motion  to  recommit  will  prevail.  Frcm 
what  little  I  have  heard  in  this  matter  during  the 
past  week,  there  has  heretofore  been  no  pressure 
from  auy  one  to  take  charge  of  these  boats;  but 
now  they  afford  quite  a  little  revenue,  and  there 
is  an  individual,  1  have  understood,  who  is  willing 
to  pay  something  to  the  city  for  tbe  privilege,  and 
yet  charge  no  more  to  pleasure  parties  for  the  ser. 
vice  performed  than  is  charged  now.  If  the  mat- 
ter is  ia  that  position,  it.  is  certain'y  fair  that  any 
person  making  the  offer  should  ce  heard,  and 
the  city  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
avail  ics'elf  of  any  revenue,  however  slight,  that 
may  be  derived  from  this  source.  As  it  was  not, 
and  can  hardly  be  called  a  unanimous  report 
of  the  committee,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  recom- 
mitted, and  that  the  matter  may  be  a  little  better 
understood,  discussed  and  then  presented  here  as 
it  should  be. . 

Tbe  report  was  tecommitted  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares.    Sent  up. 

Report  that  Ellen  Charlton  has  accepted  §150, 
in  full  settlement  of  her  claim  agaisst  the  city. 
Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  termits  to  build,  to  be 
issued,  viz. :  1.  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 
on  Pynchon  street;  2  Massachusetts  Infant  Asy- 
lum, Curtis  street.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
District  to  settle  grade  damages  in  certain  cases. 
Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Train  ot  Ward  13,  and  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
expediency  of  amending  ordinance  on  sewers,  so 
that  assessments  shall  be  proportioned  to  area  of 
land  benefited,  and  not  the  value.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  most  extraordinary  proposition. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  the  owner  of  the 
builaijg  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Harrison 
avenue  and  Brookline  street  to  maintain  the  rear 
portion  of  tbe  main  buildirg  as  now  erected,  at 
the  height  of  two  stories.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  »nd  order  to  allow  the  owner  of  the 
building  on  the  southwest  coiner  of  Harrison  ave- 
nue and  East  Brookline  street  to  use  the  said 
building  for  store  purposes,  and  to  maintain  the 
rear  portion  of  the  end  building  as  now  erected, 
at  the  height  of  t-vo  stories.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public.  Buildings  to 
erect  city  stables  for  Paving  Department  on 
Childs  street,  Ward  17,  at  a  cost  of  $5000.  Ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  S.  A.  Denio,  in 
place  of  Benjamin  Dean,  as  a  Director  for  Public 
Institutions.  The  Council  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion, and  Messrs  Devereux  of  Ward  22,  Loring  of 
Ward  16,  and  Kelly  of  Ward  21  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  receive  sort  and  count  votes.  They 
reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 66 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Benjamin  Dean 37 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 29 

Arid  Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  in  non  concur- 
rence.   Certificate  seat  up. 
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Ordeis  to  allow  and  pay  $550  for  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  K, Ninth  Regiment,  at  122 Eliot  street; 
and  to  rescind  so  much  of  order  of  Match  27  last 
as  authorized  the  payment  of  $1000  per  annum, 
for  rent  of  armory  for  said  company,  at  corner 
Harvaid  aid  Washington  streets.  Severally  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

■  Resolve  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  Mayor  to  ap- 
ply to  the  present  Legislature  for  authority  to  ap- 
point by  the  Mayor  and  '"'ity  CounC'l  fifteen  per- 
sons to  constitute  a  Board  of  Education  in  chis 
city;  and  order  for  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  to  ask  for  such  an  act  as  is  above  describ- 
ed. Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald of  Ward  7,  to  8  P.  M.  on  Thursday  next. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the 
copy  of  the  first  volume  of  Charlesiowu  Records, 
at  not  exceeding  $500.  Order  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

PAT  OF  LABORERS  IN  THE  HEALTH  DEPART- 
MENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  8  P.  M.  was  taken  from  the 
table,  viz. :  Majority  report  (inexpedient  to  take 
action)  on  the  subject  of  equalizing  the  pay  of  the 
laborers  in  the  ernplo>  of  the  seveial  departments, 
and  minority  report  on  same  subject,  to  which  is 
appended  the  following— [City  Doc.  No.  40] : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  di- 
rected to  pay  the  laborers  m  that  department  at 
the  rate  of  $52  per  month,  and  allow  additional 
pay  for  Sundays,  when  they  are  employed  or  called 
to  service ;  also  to  pay  the  teamsters  in  that  de- 
partment at  the  rate  of  $56  per  month,  and  allow 
additional  pay  for  Sundays,  except  in  the  care  of 
their  horses 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3—1  move  that  the  mi- 
nority report  be  substituted  tor  that  of  the  major- 
ity, and  I  suppose  it  will  be  no  more  than  right 
for  me  to  give  some  reason  for  making  the  motion. 
It  seems  strange  to  me  that  when  a  committee  is 
appointed  they  ought  to  come  to  some  satisfac- 
tory conclusion,  which  I  thought  the  gentlemen 
on  thac  committee  were  appointed  to  do. 
I  find  by  the  report  of  the"  Superintendent 
of  Streets  before  the  committee  that  he  had  1100 
men  employed,  and  that  since  the  order  of  Octo- 
ber, 1871,  he  has  paid  them  $2  a  day.'  The  Super- 
intendent of  Common  and  Public  Grounds  has  al- 
ways complied  with  that  request  of  the  Council 
and  paid  the  employes  in  that  department  $2  a 
day;  snd  in  the  Water  Department  the  laborers 
who  work  ten  hours  a  dav  are  paid  io  the  same 
proportiou.  All  the  heads  of  departments  have 
complied  with  the  order,  except  one,  and  that  is 
the  Health  Department.  I  find  that  in  Novem- 
ber, 1871,  an  order  was  oassed  by  the  Committee 
on  Health  that  the  pay  of  the  helpers  in  that  de- 
partment be  at  the  rate  of  $52  per  month,  and  that 
additional  pay  be  allowed  for  Suncay,  or  the  sev- 
enth day  of  the  week,  when  employed  or  called  to 
service.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Health  De- 
partment appeared  before  the  committee  and  said 
he  pays  his  men  $52 per  month,  at  the  rate  of  $2 
per  day  for  twenty-six  working  days;  tViatwheu 
the  men  are  employed  they  are  told  th.-y  are  to  re- 
ceive no  extra  pay  for  work  on  Sunday.  I  asked 
him  if  he  wouldn't  state  before  the  committee 
his  authority  for  such  action,  and  he  showed  me 
the  ordar  I  referred  to  on  his  records,  for  he  was 
secretary  of  the  committee.  I  applied  to  the  pay- 
master, and  on  the  last  page  of  this  pamphlet  I 
find  that  tne  laborers  in  the  Health  Department, 
working  thirty  days,  received  $52,  provided 
they  work  thirty  days  instead  of  twenty-3ix.  Now 
if  there  is  an  order  for  them  to  receive  $2  per  day, 
why  not  have  it  carried  out,  that  the  men  ui^y  be 
paid  the  same  as  in  the  other  departments?  The 
superintendent  has  n't  seeu  fit  to  cany  it 
out,  and  he  has  misconstrued  that  order. 
He  says  that  when  he  hires  those  meu  it 
is  with  the  understanding  that  they  are  to  work 
at  all  times  and  hours  without  extra  pay.  If  that 
is  so  what  does  this  order  amount  to?  I  saw  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  and  he  says  that 
when  the  order  was  voted  it  was  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  men  should  receive  $2  per  day 
for  every  working  day,  and  that  they  were  to  be 
paid  proportionately  for  extra  time  and  Sundays. 
If  that  is  so  every  man  could  take  the  paymaster's 
book  for  evidence  and  go  into  court  and  justly 
claim  $2  for  every  Sunday  he  has  worked 
and  proportionate  pay  for  extra  time.  If 
the  order  is  right  it  should  be  enforced;  if  wrong, 
why  should  it  remain  on  the  records?  If  any  gen- 
tleman here  can  explain  it,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  it. 


Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  3,  if  I  understand  him  correctly,  says  the 
men  work  for  $52  a  month,  and  that  it  is  consid- 
ered that  work  on  Sunday  shall  be  gratuitous. 

Mr.  Anderson— So  st»ys  the  paymaster'c  record. 
If  a  man  woiks  full  time,  trom  the  20rh  of  one 
month  to  the  20th  of  another,  he  receives  §52; 
and  in  case  one  of  those  laborers  loses  Saturday 
he  has  two  days'  pay  deducted,  that  is,  Saturday 
and  Sunday. 

Mr.  Devereux — There  seems  to  be  something 
radically  wrong  here.  £  don't  kuow  of  any  mu- 
nicipal law  or  rder  that  will  compel  a  man  or  set 
of  men  to  work  Sundays  gratuitously.  I  have 
known,when  certain  exigencies  occurrerj,  thatrnen 
are  called  upon  to  work  on  Sundays ;  but  ordinarily 
I  didn't  know  that  they  work  on  Sundays  and 
get  paid  only  so  much  a  month,  Sundays  in- 
cluded. There  is  certainly  something  wrong,  and 
after  hearing  the  remarks  ot  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  3, 1  shall  vote  for  the  minority  leport. 

Mr.  Anderson — The  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
would  like  to  have  me  explain  one  or  two  items, 
and  I  think  I  can  do  so.  If  a  laborer  works  twen- 
ty-six days  he  is  entitled  to  $52 — so  the  commit- 
tee voted.  But  I  say  it  is  not  so.  If  the  laboi  er 
can  show  a  record  of  thirty  days  he  receives  $52. 
He  is  not  naid  at  the  "rate  of  $2  a  Jay,  but 
$1.75.  The  man  who  receives  $54  per  month 
receives  $1.82  a  day,  and  the  man  receiviug 
$56  per  month  receives  $1.88  a  day.  When  this 
vote  of  the  committee  was  passed,  it  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  helpers,  the  street  sweepers,  the  ash 
men  and  the  shovellers.  The  Superintendent  pays 
the  ash  men  and  teamsters  $52,  and  the  shovellers 
of  diit  of  the  street,  $54  per  month,  while  the 
teamster  who  carries  off  the  dirt  receives  $56,  so 
that  in  reality  thi«  order  has  never  been  carried 
out  as  the  committee  passed  it.  The  pay  stanas 
at  $52,  $54  and  $56 per  month,  but  no  man  receives 
more  thau  $1.88  a  day. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— I  am  not  aware  that  the 
Committee  on  Health  have  ever  found  any  fault 
with  the  course  the  Superintendent  in  re- 
gard to  the  pay  of  the  laborers,  ltisn  a  undisputed 
tact  that  there  is  an  enormous  pressure  upon  the 
Superintendent  of  Health  for  positions  in  this  de- 
partment. All  the  work  the  teamsters  do  is  to 
come  to  the  stables  and  feed  their  horse* ;  and  the 
reason  that  some  receive  $56  and  others  $54  is  that 
they  do  a  great  deal  more  labor  than  the 
others,  earning  more  money  and  receiving 
it.  I  hope  the  majority  report  will  be 
accepted,  and  that  the  "Sucerintendent  of 
Health  will  be  sustained  in  his  endeavors  to  save 
the  city  as  much  money  as  possible.  If  any  one  in 
the  employ  of  the  Superintendent  of  Health  today 
don't  wish  to  retain  his  piace  at  the  price  he  re- 
ceives, and  which  they  understand  they  are  to  re- 
ceive when  appoin red,  they  are  at  liberty  to  re- 
sign, and  there  are  ten  men  ready  to  fill  every 
vacancy.  In  regard  to  the  matter  of  lost  time, 
which  the  gentleman  states  in  his  appennix,  he 
shows  that  each  man  lost  nearly  a  dozen  da>s  in 
one  month.  That  was  in  the  month  of  January, 
when  there  was  very  little  sweeping  to  be  done, 
and  Mr.  Fonistall  found  it  was  impossible  to  em- 
ploy these  men  to  the  interest  of  the  city,  t>ioui;b 
he  gave  them  as  much  work  as  it  was  possible. 
If  a  gentlemaD  is  paid  $2  a  day  he  should  not 
claim  that  there  should  be  no  reduction  when  he 
does  no  labor. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — I  don't  understand 
where  the  gentleman  gets  his  iuformatiou  If  the 
gentleman  had  done  the  woik  he  would  with- 
draw the  statement  that  the  man  who  receives  $56 
p.  r  month  does  the  hardest  work.  The  one  who 
receives  $52  per  month  has  the  hardest  duty  to 
perform ;  he  is  obliged  to  take  a  man  with  him 
and  throw  a  barrel  of  ashes  six  feet  high,  while 
he  who  receives  $56  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  carry 
a  broom  with  him  and  wait  till  the  dirt  is  put  into 
the  wagon.  I  expect  that  every  teamster  is  to 
take  care  of  his  horse  three  times'  a  day  on  Suuday 
and  receive  no  pay  torit;butil  he  goes  through  the 
city  on  Sunday,  and  shovels  the  sidewalk,  he 
should  be  paid  for  it.  That  is  wny  I  put  ths.  team- 
sters on  the  same  level  with  me  laboiers.  The 
gentleman  states  that  the  men  ar^  to  receive  this 
pay  when  they  are  hired.  I  say  it  is  n't  so  under- 
stood, and  no  man  can  be  pioduced  who  under- 
stands it.  I  did  n't  desiie  to  send  for  people  to 
come  up  and  bear  witness  to  the  wrongs  that  had 
been  done  them ;  but  I  went  to  the  paymaster's 
books,  and  I  don't  think  he  would  niaKe  a  false 
statement.  I  don't  believe  theie  is  a  lawyer  in 
this  Council  who  would  hesitate  to  go  into'court 
with   the   paymaster's   books  as  evidence  of  the 
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claims  of  the  men  for  $2  a  day  for  every  day  of 
extra  work,  and  I  believe  the  Court  would  say 
they  are  enti'.led  to  it.  They  do  not  ask  for  an  in- 
crease of  pay,  but  Lhey  want  what  they  are  enti- 
tled to.    I  think  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 

Mr.  Perkins  ot  Ward  16 — There  is  i  o  more  ex- 
cellent o>-  charitable  man  in  this  City  Government 
than  Mr.  Forristall,  the  Superintendent  of  Health, 
and  I  know  that  he  has  done  all  he  can  for  the 
men  in  lii<  employ.  It  I  ?m  correctly  informed, 
the  Superintendent  of  Stn  ets  has  employed  his 
men  but  two  thirds  of  the  time  this  past  winter. 
Mr.  Forristall,  from  motives  of  humanity,  has 
gone  out  of  his  way  to  find  work  for  his  men,  so 
that  they  should  not  lose  any  time,  and  he  has 
stated  to  me  distinctly— and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is 
a  fact— that  every  man  in  his  employ  knows  what 
will  be  the  duties  required  of  him  when  be 
enters  the  employ  of  'he  city;  they  are 
told  what  their  duties  and  the  salary  will 
be,  and  it  is  at  their  option  to  accept  or  reject  it. 
It  will  be  a  great  reflection  upon  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Health,  and  greatly  embarrass  him  in  the 
discharge  of  bis  duties,  to  pass  this  order.  He  is 
doing  all  he  can  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  employes,  in  consonance  with  the  intsrestof 
the  city.  It  the  gentlemen  employed  do  not  want 
those  positions  at  the  salary  paid,  there  are  a 
dozen  men  ready  to  take  them.  I  hope  the  minor- 
ity report  will  not  he  substituted. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10 —How  often  are  the 
shovellers,  who  get  $52  a  month,  called  on  to  work 
on  Sundays,  or  work  over  twenty-six  days  in  a 
month,  and  is  it  of  common  occurrence? 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— All  I  can  state  is  what 
the  paymaster  showed  me  by  his  boobs,  that  they 
are  to  make  thirty  days  in  a'  month,  and  it  must 
consist  of  some  Sundays.  Gentlemen  will  bear  in 
mind  that  there  is  a  distinction  between  the  work 
of  men  employed  by  Mr.  Harris  aDd  those  by 
Mr.  Forristall.  One  party  cannot  do  his  work 
while  the  snow  is  on  the  ground,  while  at 
that  time  the  other  is  busy  in  every  part 
of  the  city.  There  is  no  loafing  allowed  in  the 
Health  Department.  I  don't  desire  to  regulate 
the  Superintendent  in  managing  the  Health  De- 
partment; but  I  do  ask  what  right  he  has  to  go 
back  upon  the  orders  established  by  any  commit- 
tee appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  If  the 
committee  are  fit  to  pass  such  an  order,  why  not 
carry  it  out?  If  he  has  no  work  for  ihese  men 
why  does  he  employ  them?  The  paymaster's 
roll  states  that  from  the  20tb  of  Januarv  to 
the  20th  of  February  the  lost  time  of  213 
men  was  578  days,  and  I  claim  in  my 
minority  report  that  that  money  virtually  belongs 
to  the  poor  man,  because  he  has  worked  over 
twenty-six  days,  on  an  average,  to  a  month.  If  it 
is  any  credit  to  this  City  Council  to  defraud  the 
poor  men  of  their  hard  earnings,  ic  is  for  them  to 
say  so. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— For  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 1  would  state  that 
the  only  time  these  men  are  desired  to  work  on 
Sundays  is  when  the<e  happens  to  have  been  a 
snow  fall  on  Saturday;  they  are  asked  to  clean 
the  cross  walks  and  perhsips  work  two  or  three 
hours.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3  has 
failed  to  state  that  in  every  instance  if  the  men 
in  the  department  are  sick,  or  want  to  go  to  a  funer- 
al, or  if  their  families  are  sick,  and  they  wantto  be 
off  a  part  of  a  day,  or  perhaps  a  day ,  the  Superin- 
tendent invariably  grants  their  request,  and  they 
lo  eno  time,  so  that  this  cry  of  defrauding  the  poor 
men  of  their  wanes  has  no  foundation  in  tact. 
The  teamsters  are  told  when  tbey  come  tbere  tha 
they  have  got  to  work  so  much  on  Sundavs  and 
they  agree  to  do  it;  the  men  who  are  employed  as 
shovellers  ate  told  that  they  will  have  to  shovel  off 
the  crossings  on  Sunday  and  they  agree  to  do  it ; 
and  when  men  want  to  go  away  the  liberty  is 
granted  and  they  are  not  charged  for  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Thi«  may  be  a  very  un- 
popular move  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from 
War  1  3,  but  nevertheless  it  may  be  iigbt.  I  have 
seen  minority  reports  before  that  have  been  found 
to  be  correct.  This  one  mayor  may  not  he  cor- 
rect. We  have  gentlemen  whose  name?  are  be- 
fore me  as  members  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  gentleman  from  Ward  3  his  signed 
the  report,  and  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing — 
the  peer  of  any  one  of  us.  He  makes  statements 
and  absolute  charges.  Where  are  the  majority  of 
the  committee  to  refute  thosecbarges?  Why  don't 
they  rise  in  their  places  and  state  why  they  made 
that  report?  I  know  nothing  of  its  merits.  I 
want  gentlemen  who  signed  the  majority  report  to 
sustain  it,  and  it  sustained  I  shall  vote  for  it ;  if  not 


I  shall  vote  for  the  minority.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  3  has  maae  serious  charges;  whether  he  is 
correct  in  his  premises  remains  to  be  seen.  He 
has  made  one  statement  worthy  of  notice.  That  a 
solemn  ordinance  passed  by  the  City  Government 
has  not  been  lived  up  to  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. If  that  is  the  case  it  is  serious.  I  should 
like  to  hear  whether  it  is  true  or  noc. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3—1  rhould  like  to  an- 
swer one  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16. 
He  states  that  when  a  party  wants  to  go  off,  the 
Superintendent  will  allow  him.  Now,  sir,  1  desire 
to  state  what  times  these  men  go  to  work  in  the 
morning.  They  go  to  work  at  four  o'clock  and 
work  till  half-past  ten;  then  they  com- 
mence work  at  half-past  twelve.  They  take 
their  orders  from  the  foreman  at  the  last 
place,  and  if  the  nexr  place  is  on  the 
other  side  of  East  Boston,  they  must  be  there  at 
half-past  twelve  promptly;  and  if  all  East  Boston 
section  is  swept  up  by  half-past  five,. they  go,  and 
if  not  they  stay  till  it  is  done.  If  the  Superintend- 
ent is  so  humane  with  his  men,  why  do  the  pay- 
master's records  show  that  213  men  lose  578  days 
in  one  month?  Is  it  right?  The  gentleman  states 
that  they  have  to  work  a  few  hours  on  Sunday.  It 
is  not  right  to  call  a  man  out  to  work  on  Sunday, 
without  paving  for  it.  I  don't  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  16  would  come  from  his  dwelling 
to  his  place  of  business  on  Sunday  to  transact 
business  without  getting  something  for  it,  and  I 
do  not  see  why  the  shove'lers  should  be  required 
to. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— As  I  understand  this 
majority  report,  it  says  that  the  reason  the  pay  of 
these  men  was  not  increased  for  work  on  Sundays 
is  because  they  ate  hired  expressly  to  work  over 
hours  and  Sundays  iu  emergencies,  and  that 
they  understand  that  they  are  not  to  receive  extra! 
pay  for  it.  This  is  true  or  it  is  not  true.  The 
majonty  say  it  is  true,  and  I  do  not  understand 
that  even  (he  gentleman  who  presents  the  minor- 
ity report  says  it  is  not  true. 

Mr.  Anderson — I  deny  it. 

Mr.  Kimball— I  didn't  so  understand  him.  If 
there  is  any  doubt  whether  they  are  hired  to  work 
extra  hours  without  extra  compensation,  and  if 
there  is  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  Council  as 
to  the  truth  of  the  statements  of  the  Committee 
on  Salaries,  it  strikes  me  that  this  matter  had  bet- 
ter he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  and 
let  them  report  whether  or  not  it  is  true.  If  these 
men  are  hired  on  the  terms  as  stated  by  the  ma- 
jority, it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  It  is  a  contract — a  bargain.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  if  it  is  an  open  question,  and  they  are 
not  hired  to  do  work  on  Sunday,  I  think  they 
should  be  paid  for  the  excess.  Idonotuuderstand, 
as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  that 
any  ordei  has  ever  been  passed  hy  the  City  Gov- 
ernment that  those  men  should  he  paid  $2  a  day, 
and  receive  extra  compensation  for  work  on  Sun- 
days or  overtime;  if  so,  we  have  an  officer  who 
has  disregarded  the  orders  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  understand  that  the  City  Government 
passed  an  order  in  relation  to  increasing  the  wages 
of  the  laborers,  aod  that  the  Committee  on  Health 
in  1871  passed  a  vote,  as  stated  in  the  minority  re- 
port, fixing  the  pay  of  the  helpers  at  $52  per 
mooch.  As  the  men  are  hired  upon  the  express 
condition  that  they  are  to  receive  no 
extra  compensation  for  work  on  Sundays,  it 
strikes  me  that  this  Council  had  better  accept  the 
report  of  the  majority  so  fai  as  it  is  concerned; 
and  then  if  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  Committee 
on  Health  investigate  this  matter,  I  hope  some 
gentleman  will  introduce  a  new  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  said  nothing  about  an 
order  fixing  the  pay  at  $2  a  day  being  passed  by 
the  City  Government.  I  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3  charged  that  an  order  had  not  been 
lived  up  to.  I  care  nothing  about  the  rate  per 
day;  I  am  speaking  of  the  principle  of 
the  thing;  I  am  taking  the  weak  side 
of  this  matter;  I  deterid  the  gentleman 
who  is  the  minority;  I  believe  he  has  investi- 
gated it  honestly  and  thoroughly,  and  he  desires 
credit  for  it.  I  don't  take  either  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. He  stated  distinctly  that  an  order  passed 
here  fixing  the  pay  at  $2  a  day  had  been  disre- 
gaided  by  a  Supeiintendent.  I  again  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  majority  of  the  committee  to  it, 
but  nobody  rises  to  explain  it. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  states  that  no  such  order  has  been 
passed.  There  is  such  an  order  and  the  Superin- 
tendent showed  it  on  his  books,  which  he  kept  as 
secretary   of   the   committee.     That   order   was 
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passed  by  ex-Aldermen  Little,  White  and  Plurn- 
er.  It  is  a  boiia  fide  order  and  is  recorded  on 
their  books  as  suet! ;  the  City  Clerk  states  that  it 
is  a  bona  fide  order;  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
admits  that  the  men  were  to  be  paid  $2  a  day  on 
the  basis  of  twenty-six  working  days.  He  admits 
that  there  is  such  an  order  and  I  suppose 
he  satisfied  a  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee why  it  should  not  be  carried  out.  I 
could  not  rebut  his  statements,  because  I  could 
not  seod  for  parties.  The  parties  who  would 
come  would  have  no  protection.  As  the  gentle- 
man says,  it  they  don't  like  it  they  can  leave. 
That  is  no  wav  to  treat  the  poor  man.  If  we  agree 
to  pay  the  poor  man  $2  a  day,  we  should  abide  by 
it.  If  we  do  not  intend  to  abide  by  it,  why  not  re- 
consider it?  That  vote  remains  on  the  book;  if 
wrong,  why  not  rescind  it.  I  say  it  is  keeping 
these  men  from  $2  a  day  for  every  extra  aay  and 
Sunday  that  the  books  show  they  have  worked. 

Mr.  Jaqd^iof  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentlemanfrom  Ward  3 leaves  the  Council  under 
a  wrong  impression.  He  speaks  of  an  order  pass- 
ed by  the  City  Government.  The  impression 
would  be  left  that  this  Council  at  some  period 
passed  an  order  fixing  the  pay  of  the  laborers  at 
$2  a  day.  The  language  of  his  own  report  is  to 
the  contrary.  It  says  that  in  1871  an  order  was 
passed  by  the  Common  Council  and  se^t  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  who  took  no  action  ex- 
cept to  refer  it  to  the  several  committees 
having  charge  of  the  departments  named, 
and  he  speaks  of  the  vote  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  1871  as  being  in  f  O!  ce  at  the  present 
time.  The  vote  of  that  committee  would  hav?  no 
binding  effect  upon  any  future  committee.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  this  Council  ever  said  that 
these  laborers  should  receive  two  dollars  a  day, 
and  the  gentleman  in  his  report  sa'd  the  same 
thing.  The  force  of  this  order  is  to  say  that  these 
men  shall  be  paid  so  and  so.  and  if  the  minority 
report  is  substituted  for  the  majority,  we  should 
make  it  incumbent  upon  every  Board  of  Health  to 
pay  two  dollars  per  day  for  the«e  laborers 
until  the  order  is  rescinded  by  the  City 
Council.  To  my  mind  that  would  be  entirely 
wrong.  These  committees  are  placed  in  charge  of 
the  various  departments,  and  it  is  a  part  of  their 
duty  to  have  tne  work  performed  in  as  economi- 
cal a  m  inner  as  possible.  All  the  evidence  shows 
that  there  is  a  great  demand  for  such  situations. 
a  id  there  is  no  difficulty  in  rilling  the  places ;  and 
why  should  not  the  city  use  proper  economy? 
Why  should  this  Council  prescribe  the  wages 
which  a  laborer  should  have,  when  there  is  a  com- 
petent committee  to  decide  that  question  for  us? 
But  I  want  to  call  special  attention  to  the  point 
that  theie  is  no  order  requiring  that  the  men 
should  receive  $2  a  day ;  for  it  has  created  a  wrong 
impression  here,  and  the  gentleman's  own  report 
refutes  it. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  AVard  3— The  order  was  passed 
here  in  1871  and  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  there  referred  to  the  various  committees  who 
had  the  sole  power  of  changing  it.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Health  passed  this  ordei,  and  it  is  just  as 
binding  as  any  order  of  the  City  Council  — 
so  the  City  Clerk  states.  If  it  were  not  so  I 
should  n't  think  I  had  anything  to  stand 
upon.  If  the  committee  passed  this  order  I 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  carr.edout.  The 
gentlemau  from  Ward  7  a=ks  me  if  the  Superin- 
tendent does  not  pay  the  men  at  the  rate  ot  $2  a 
day.  The  Superintendent  says  he  pays  them  at 
the  rate  of  $52  a  month  for  twenty-six  days,  and 
every  day  they  are  off  they  lose  $2,  and  every  half 
day  $1.  So  that  this  order  is  of  as  binding  forje 
as  any  order  passed  by  this  City  Government. 

The  question  od  substitution  was  put  and  de- 
clared lost.  Mr.  Anderson  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  the  Council 
refused  to  sustain.  The  morion  to  substitute  was 
lost— 23  for,  26  against. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15  moved  that  the  report  be 
recommitted,  and  Mr.  Anderson  moved  to  amend 
so  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send  for  per 
sons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  AVard  5  thought  this  was  the  proper 
disposition  of  the  case. 

Mi.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  thought  the  report  of 
the  majority  should  be  accepted,  as  it  related  to 
all  the  departments,  and  then  the  Committee  on 
Health  could  consider  the  question  of  the  pay  of 
the  laborers  in  that  department. 

Mr.  Shaw  thought  it  needed  oi.ly  a  little  practi- 
cal application  of  common  sense  to  see  that  it  was 
proper  to  recommit  the  report. 


Mr.  Willcutt  of  AVard  17  offered  a  motion  as  a 
substitute  in  the  following  form  :   . 

Ordered,  That  the  whole  subject  be  refeired  to 
the  Committee  on  Health,  and  that  they  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  an  oraer  fixing  a 
rate  per  diem  to  be  paid  for  each  day  or  portion 
of  a  day  of  actual  service  performed  by  the  labor- 
ers in  said  department. 

Mr.  Andeison,  by  general  consent,  •withdrew  his 
motion,  and  the  order  of  Mr.  Willcutt  was  read 
■  twice  and  passed. 

Sent  up. 

THE  BOSTON  WATER  BOAKD. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Harrision  of  Ward  1,  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  half- 
past  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  repon  ac/d  ordinance  to 
establish  the  Boston  Water  Board.  (City  Doc.  .No. 
38, 1875.) 

Mr.  Perkins  of  AVard  16 — In  discussing  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  Council  it  is  not  necessary  to 
go  into  the  principles  of  a  republican  form  of 
government^  or  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or  the 
new  charter.  This  matter  is  presented  simply  as 
a  business  question,  whether  in  the  expenditure 
of  a  large  sum  of  money  in  the  prosecution  of  an 
important  enterprise  like  constructing  the  new 
water  works  of  this  city,  it  is  reasonable  or 
proper  to  expect  that  competent  men  can 
be  found  to  do  it  without  any  compensa- 
tion. Much  as  I  admire  the  eloquence  and 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  fiom  AArard 
12, 1  believe  he  is  too  good  a  business  man  hims-lf 
to  believe  that  in  the  prosecution  of  such  business 
he  can  get  competent  gentlemen  to  do  it  for  noth- 
ing. In  the  letter  read  from  Mr.  McLtan  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  withdrawing  his  name  as  a 
candidate  for  the  position,  he  says  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  attend  to  the  duties  which  devolve  up- 
on him.  Mr.  Uogin,  the  accomplished  and  effi- 
cient president  of  the  Water  Board — .-nd  in  my 
judgment  we  have  never  had  a  better  one— has 
told  me  withiu  a  few  days  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  him  to  give  his  attention  to  the  de- 
partment, and  that  it  could  not  be  expected  of  a 
man  to  give  the  time  and  attention  to  it  without 
compensation ;  aud  he  should  be  obliged  to  resign 
within  a  short  time.  It  seems  tome  that  that  is 
cumulative  evidence  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
this  order.  I  am  aware  that  the  Mayor  of  this 
city  mayor  may  not  make  an  incompetent  ap- 
pointment, but  the  chauces  are  that  he  will  not  do 
so.  I  think  that  we  should  be  governed  by 
the  same  principles  which  control  us  in 
the  transaction  of  our  private  business.  I  believe 
we  should  have  a  permanent  board  who  shall  be 
held  accountable  for  the  performance  of  this 
duty,  and  that  we  should  give  a  quid  proquo  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties.  1  hope  the  ordi- 
nance will  pass,  and  that  the  Mayor  will  appoint 
a  good  board. 

Mr.  B racket t  of  AVard  10—  I  am  very  glad  this 
question  went  over  to  this  meeting  because  it  has 
given  gentlemen  an  opportunity  to  read  and  re- 
flect upon  what  was  said  at  the  last  meeting.  I 
have  very  carefully  read  the  report  of  the  diseua- 
sio  i  of  tnis  question,  aud  the  result  has  been  that 
my  previous  strong  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance  has  been  greatly 
strengthened.  It  was  urged  during  that 
discussion  that  tuis  matter  had  better  go 
over  and  be  considered  in  counection  with  'he  new- 
city  charter.  I  suppose  that  no  one  has  any  idea 
that  the  new  charter  will  go  to  the  present  Legis- 
lature, and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  it  will  be 
considered  .>y  the  Legislature  at  all  uutil  1876; 
then  it  will  ha vo  to  come  back  to  be  voted  upou 
by  the  people,  and  will  not  go  in  operation,  if 
adopted,  until  1877.  Bv  that  time  the  necessity 
for  the  appointment  of  such  a  board  will  not  be  as 
great  as  now.  if  there  ever  is  to  he  a  necessuy 
for  the  appointment  of  a  board  like  this,  there 
is  one  now,  when  we  are  about  entering  upon 
the  great  work  of  bringing  iu  a  new  supply  of 
water.  I  think  we  may  be  goveroeo.  in  this  case 
by  the  precedent  established  in  the  appointment 
of  such  a  board  wheu  the  Cochituate  AVater 
Works  were  commenced.  I  believe  that  was  a 
wise  thing,  and  I  had  always  believed  that 
they  rendered  efficient  service  to  the  city 
in  'the  discharge  of  their  duties.  But  it 
seems,  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  that  I  and  other  gentlemen 
have  labored  under  a  delusion,  aud  that  the  com- 
missioners were  weak  and  inefficient,  f<">r  the  rea- 
son that  they  were  not  able  to  force  as  much 
water  into  a  South  Boston  reservoir  as  th«  gen- 
tleman and  hts  associates  could  diink  out  of  it.    I 
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don't  know  what  the  drinking  capacity  of  the 
gentleman  were  at  that  time,  and  I  think  he  ought 
to  have  told  how  much  he  ould  hold.  But  ad- 
mitting that  there  was  some  error  in  that,  is 
that  a  matter  which  may  be  justly  charged  to 
the  commission?  It  seems  to  me,  from  the  gen- 
tleman's own  statement,  that  th;<t  was  an  error  of 
the  engineer,  rather  than  the  couimissiou;  for, 
as  he  stated,  the  engineer  has  charge  of  the 
work  after  the  contracts  are  tn«tde,  and  if  there  is 
a  mistake,  it  is  to  be  laid  to  his  door,  rather  than 
to  the  commission.  Now,  who  were  the  members 
of  that  commission?  Nathan  Hale,  James  P. 
Baldwin  and  Thomas  B.  Curtis,  all  gentlemen  of 
high  position,  which  1  think  they  will  maintain 
in  spite  of  the  anathemas  ot  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  Again,  it  was  urged  that  there  would 
be  l  othing  tor  them  to  do.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  said— 

"When  you  get  a  new  board  all  they  will  have 
to  do  is  to  indorse  what  has  been  done.  Shall  we 
put  in  a  new  board  to  undo  what  has  been  done? 
If  you  put  them  in  what  is  there  for  them  to  do? 
To  receive  pioposals  ana  let  contracts?  When 
the  contracts  aie  let,  whose  chaige  are  they  put 
in?  In  charge  of  the  engineer.  Jf  that  is  done. 
what  would  ue  their  duties?" 

He  would  seem  to  say  that  the  engineer  can  do 
this  whole  work.  His  argument  proves  too  much. 
If  the  eugineer  can  do  it  all,  why  have 
any  water  board?  If  there  i<-  not  work 
enough  tor  three  men,  there  certainly  is  not 
enough  tor  two  separate  boards,  and  we  had 
better  abolish  both  and  let  the  engi- 
neer take  charge  of  the  whole  work.  Will  any 
gentleman  advocate  that  here?  I  tnink  any  gen- 
tleman will  admit  that  there  is  a  necessity  for 
some  supervision;  and  if  you  ask  the  City  Engineer 
I  e  will  tell  you — industrious  and  taitbful  as  he  is 
—that  he  cannot  discharge  all  the  duties  without 
somesupeivisory  ageaey.  Now,  the  question  ion.es 
down  to  ttiis:  Is  this  the  best  board  we  can  have? 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says,  "The  system 
of  a  water  board  has  been  through  various  changes 
until  now,  and  I  do  think  it  is  next  to  impossible 
by  any  form  of  appointment  to  improve  the  pres- 
ent manner  of  selecting  the  members." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  take  issue  with  the  gen- 
tleman upon  that  statement,  and  in  support  of 
that  oosition  I  ask  for  no  better  argument  than 
that  advanced  by  the  gentleman  himself,  at  the 
laet  meeting  of  the  Couaci).  He  fold  us  of  one 
contract  that  was  made  by  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  elected  under  this  system,  for  $7  per 
ton  for  iron  more  than  the  market  price,  and   the 

Eoint  was  very  happily  turned  against 
ira  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  The 
gentleman  also  stated  that  "had  the  suggestions  of 
Mr.  Gogin  been  followed  in  1867,  the  city  ot  Boston 
would  have  saved  $100,000  in  an  expenditure  of 
$250,C00."  Here  w-<  have  a  w?„ter  board  in  the 
system  of  appointing  which  you  cannot  make 
any  improvement,  and  still  they  lose  $100,000  in  one 
contract !  Then  the  gentleman  says  "that  is  the 
economy  of  the  old  department  as  compared 
with  the  new."  I  am  not  aware  that  there  has 
bee'j  a  change  in  the  system  of  electing  the  Water 
Board  since  1867.  There  has  been  a  change  in  the 
presidency  ;butyou  cannot,  call  Mr.  Haven  the"old 
depaitment"  and  Mr.Gogin  the  "new"  ;it  is  simply 
a  charge  in  the  men  constituting  the  department. 
The  gentleman  thinks  the  present  system  is  a 
good  one,  yet  those  gentlemen  whom  he  so  se- 
verely criticised  were  elected  under  the  pres- 
ent system.  But  the  gentleman  thinks  that  things 
are  all  right  now,  becaus"  we  have  an  efficient 
president  of  the  Water  Board,  and  he  was  glad 
that  officer  was  reelected  at  the  last  meeting;  and 
just  now  I  will  allude  to  an  instance  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  present  system  which  took  place  at  the 
last  meeting.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr. 
Gogin  was  a  candidate  for  reelection ;  he  wa-  ad- 
mitted to  be  an  efficient  officer,  and  there  was  no 
objection  to  him;  we  went  into  an  election  and 
upon  the  first  ballot  one  gentleman  was 
elected  and  there  was  a  tie  vote  between 
another  candidate  and  Mr.  Gogin,  who 
would  have  been  defeated  if  the  other  man  had 
got  one  more  vote.  Now,  here  you  have  one  can- 
didate who  is  admitted  to  be  efficient  and  he  es- 
capes defeat  by  only  a  single  vote.  Here  is  a  system 
which  cannot  be  improved!  I  contend  that  the 
whole  system  of  election  by  the  City  Council  is 
objectionable.  We  all  remember  the  scene  here 
at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  when  or- 
ders for  the  appointment  of  nominating  com- 
mittees are  introduced.  A  dozen  or  more 
gentlemen  jump   to  their  feet  with  orders  in 


their  hands  and  address  the  Chair.  A  stranger 
present  would  suppose  the  city  had  arrived  at 
some  great  crisis,  and  that  each  gentleman  bad  in 
his  hand  some  panacea  for  all  the  municipal  ills. 
One  gentleman  is  recognized :  the  order  is  sent  to 
theChair;  gentlemen  in  the  galleries  wait  in  breath- 
less expectation  to  hear  some  extraordinary  propo- 
sition advanced,  but  their  expectations  are  damp- 
ened by  hearing  the  President  read,  "Ordered,  That 
Messrs. be  appointed  a  committee  to  nomi- 
nate"   cullers  of  hoops  and  staves.    The  order 

is  passed  and  the  gentleman  who  offered  it  is  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  the  committee.  The  com- 
mittee have  a  meeting  and  the  gentleman  brings 
forward  his  candidate  and  descants  upon  bis  vir- 
ues — how  he  belt  ugs  to  the  church,  peihaps;  is  a 
man  of  a  high  order  of  talent,  and  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  position  of  a  culler 
of  hoops  and  staves.  Well,  the  gentle- 
man is  nominated,  the  committee  bring  in  a 
report,  we  vote  tor  him,  and  he  is  elected. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  said  that  it  is  the  cuty  of  ev- 
ery man  here  to  look  up  each  candidate  and  see  if 
he  is  competent  for  the  positiou.  I  tell  you  that 
cannot  be  expected.  After  you  do  that  you  have 
only  one  vote  out  of  the  seventy-four,  and 
a  man  may  be  elected  by  forty  votes,  and 
then  if  he  turns  out  to  be  unfit  for 
the  position  you  bear  only  one-fortieth  of 
that  respons'bility.  Under  this  system  no 
man  feels  any  personal  responsibility  when 
he  casis  a  vote  of  this  kind.  I  think  the  system 
can  be  improved.  When  it  comes  to  an  appoint- 
ment by  the  Mayor,  an  entirely  different  motive 
is  brought  into  action  in  selecting  *.  candidate, 
for  the  Mayor  knows  that  if  he  makes  an  unfit 
nomination  discredit  will  be  letlected  up.ou  him 
on  account  of  it.  He  knows  that  if  he  makes 
a  poor  appointment  every  man  will  point  to 
the  Mayor  and  say,  "Thou  art  the  man''  who 
is  responsible  for  it.  He  feels  that  his  reputa- 
tion as  a  public  officer  is  staked  upon  the 
success  or  failure  of  the  men  whom  he  appoints 
to  cosltions  within  his  gift.  Every  public 
man  may  be  presumed  to  desire  to  retain  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  and  maintain  his 
reputation  as  a  man  of  sagacity;  and  to  do  that 
willof  course  endeavor  to  make  {.toper  appoint- 
ments to  the  offices  withi •:  hi-  gift.  So 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  very  clear 
that  in  the  ehoice  of  men  for  executive 
duties  the  selection  can  be  cua<ie  much  better 
by  one  man  than  by  a  large  body  like  this.  But  it 
it  is  said  that  this  commission  had  better  be 
elected  by  the  people.  That  is  not  an  open  ques- 
tion; if  it  was,  it  might  be  discussed.  We  must 
retain  the  present  water  boards,  or  adoot  the  sys- 
tem established  by  the  ordinauce.  The  Council 
has  no  authority  to  establish  a  water  board  that 
shall  be  elected  by  the  people.  The  act  gives  the 
appointment  to  the  Mayor.  It  is  urged  against 
this  establishment  of  commissions,  that  it 
is  taking  the  power  from  the  people,  or  from 
the  City  Council  who  represent  them.  Now,  if  I 
thought  it  was  taking  away  any  of  the  just  lights 
of  the  people,  or  that  it  was  derogatory  to  the 
rights  of  the  City  Council,  I  would  oppose  it.  I 
am  not  one  of  those  men  who  appear  to  have  lost 
faith  in  popular  government  and  who  seem  to 
distrust  the  ability  of  the  people  to  elect 
their  own  law  makers.  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
those  political  economists  who  think  that 
he  duties  and  honors  of  government  should 
be  confined  to  a  select  and  refined  few,  and  who 
believe  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  are  un- 
fit to  take  part  in  the  duties  of  government;  and 
if  I  th.  ugnt  that,  in  establishing  this  commission 
we  should  violate  the  principle  of  self-govern- 
ment, I  should  oppose  it.  I  do  not  believe 
in  tiding  over  an  emergency  by  any  infrac- 
tion of  established  principles,  but  I  don't 
believe  there  is  anything  of  the  kind  in 
this.  These  commissioners  are  simply  nothing 
but  execuiive  officers.  They  "shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  City  Council."  If  that 
provision  was  not  in  tha  ordinance,  I  should  hesi- 
tate very  much  about  sustaining  it,  and  I  will  say 
here  that  when  we  come  to  consider  the  general 
question  of  establishing  commissions  I  piopose  to 
insist  that  every  commission  shall  be  subject  to 
the  ord^s  of  the  City  Council.  It  is  a  very  gen- 
eral idea  that  when  you  establish  a  com- 
mission the  City  Government  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  the  department  over  which 
the  commission  is  established.  I  regard  a  com- 
mission simply  as  an  agent  ot  the  City  Council, 
which,  having  certain  duties  to  perform,  estab- 
lishes this  agency  because  it  cannot  properly  at- 
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tend  to  them  itself.  But  this  agent  is  like  any 
other;  so  long  as  he  performs  his  duties  properly 
there  is  no  interference;  but  when  the  Tty 
Council  thinks  something  should  be  done  or 
should  not  be  done,  then  I  think  the  City  Coun- 
cil should  retain  the  power  to  instruct  that 
agent  or  commission.  -For  these  reasons  I  favor 
the  establishment  of  this  board  at  this  time.  I 
believe  it  should  not  be  postponed  for  two  years 
when  we  shall  not  be  under  so  great  a  necessity  of 
appointing  it.  I  believe  it  should  be  estab- 
lished without  any  delay,  to  carry  on  the  great 
work  we  are  now  entering  upon,  so  that  it  shall  be 
efficiently  done.  If  we  do  this,  I  do  not  think  we 
shall  be  doing  anything  at  variance  with  the  rights 
of  this  body  or  in  violation  of  tae  principles  of  re- 
publican government. 

Mi.  Claike  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  act  itself.  If  we  establish  this 
board,  we  have  no  authority  to  abolish  it,  in  case 
we  shall  be  dissatisfied  withit.  There  is  nothingin 
the  act  empowering  us  to  abolish  it,  and  if  we  wish 
to  do  so  we  must  go  to  the  Legislature  and  obtain 
the  authority,  in  whicb  case  we  should  have  the 
commissioners  fighting  on  one  side  and  the  City 
Council  on  the  other,  and  it  might  be  doubtful 
whether  we  should  be  able  to  carry  it  through  the 
Legislature.  Now,  sir,  when  the  Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Board  was  established  there  was  a  clause  in 
the  act  which  gave  the  City  Government  entire 
control  of  the  matter,  and  I  refer  the  Council  to 
page  717,  section  5,  of  the  Laws  and  Ordinances : 

"Whenever  the  said  office  of  commissioners 
shall  cease,  either  by  the  expiration  of  the  said 
term  of  three  years  from  the  original  appoint- 
ment, or  by  the  completion  of  the  aqueducts  and 
works  mentioned  in  the  preceding  sections  of  this 
act,  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  authority  given  to 
the  city  of  Boston  by  this  act,  shall  be  exercised 
by  tbe'said  city,  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties and  restrictions  herein  contained,  in  such 
manner,  and  by  such  agents,  officers  and  servants 
as  the  City  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  ordain, 
appoint  and  direct." 

The  same  rule  also  applies  to  the  act  by  which 
the  Fire  Commissioners  was  established,  as  we  see 
on  page  224: 

"The  powers  and  duties  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding sections,  or  any  of  them,  may  be  exercised 
and  carried  into  effect  by  the  said  City  Council,  in 
any  manner  which  they  may  prescribe,  and 
through  the  agency  of  any  persons,  or  any  board 
oi  boards  to  whom  they  may  delegate  the  same." 

Consequently,  it  we  wish  to  abolish  the  Cochit- 
uate Water  Board  or  the  Fire  Commission  and  es- 
tablish any  other  boards,  we  have  authority  to  do 
so.  But  if  we  pass  this  ordnance  we  are  obliged 
to  accept  this  act,  which  takes  it  out  of  the 
power  of  this  Council  to  abolish  the  commis- 
sion should  we  be  dissatisfied  with  it.  I  don't 
think  the  City  Council  «re  yet  prepared  to  take 
that  position.  Now,  in  the  amendments  to  the 
city  charter  which  it  wa<=  proposed  to  ask  of  the 
Legislature,  this  matter  was  "presumed  to  be  in- 
cluded; and  in  that  case,  as  I  understand  it.  after 
it  had  been  cted  upon  by  the  Legislature  the 
charter  would  go  to  the  people,  who  would  have 
an  opportunity  to  vote  upon  it.  By  this  one-sided 
legislation  the  people  have  nothing'  to  say  about  it, 
and  it  will  place  upon  them  a  board'  in  which 
they  will  have  no  voice  in  abolishing  except  by  spe- 
cial act  of  the  Legislature  to  that  effect.  There 
are  various  other  projects  which  it  has  been  pro- 
posed to  ask  of  the  Legislature  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. We  have  asked  them  to  district  the  wards 
and  decrease  the  membership  of  this  Council  and 
the  School  Committee,  and  another  matter  in  re- 
gard to  reorganizing  the  School  Committee  is  com- 
ing up  either  this  eveoing  or  the  next.  If  we 
keep  on  at  this  rate  all  of  the  charter  that  the 
people  will  have  to  vote  on  will  be  the  covers;  the 
whole  city  charter  will  oe  passed  by  special 
acts  previous  to  that  time.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  whole  matter  should  be  de- 
layed until  we  take  up  the  new  charter  and 
then  it  can  go  to  the  people,  who  can  decide 
whether  to  have  this  Water  Board  or  not.  Then, 
again,  there  i*  no  necessity  for  accepting  this  act 
and  establishing  this  Water  Board.  We  have  a 
perfect  right  to  consolidate  the  Mystic  and  Co- 
chituate water  boards,  if  we  wish  to  do  so;  we 
have  ample  authority  to  do  so,  without  ac- 
cepting this  act.  However  necessary  it  may 
be  in  the  future  to  consolidate  the  two 
boards,  at  present  we  all  see  that  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Board  have  as  much  as  they 
can  attend  to,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  their  whole 
attention  should  be  directed  to  the  work  they  have 


before  them ;  then  after  eettmg  the  new  conduit 
built,  and  being  relieved  of  that  work,  it  will  be 
time  to  give  them  the  whole  charge  of  both  boards 
and  they  may  perhaps  reduce  the  expenses.  But 
at  the  present  time  if  we  add  the  Mystic  Board  to 
them,  instead  of  three  commissioners,  we  should 
have  to  appoint  ten,  and  all  of  them  paid  men 
under  large  salaries.  Then,  again,  it  says,  "Ihey 
shall  receive  such  compensation  a=  the  City  Coun- 
cil shall  from  time  to  time  determine."  That  is  in 
the  act.  Then,  in  section  3,  it  says, 'The  salaries 
of  th-  members  of  the  Boston  Water  Board  shall 
not  be  diminished  during  the  term  for  which  they 
are  respectively  appointed."  Now,  s!r,  the  effect 
of  that  would  be  this:  If  we  should,  at  any  time, 
choose  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  Water 
Board,  we  should  have  to  do  it  one  at 
a  time,  aDd  one  man  would  be  receiv- 
ing one  sum  and  another  arother,  which 
would  create  a  conflict  in  the  board,  as  those  who 
get  the  least  pay  would  insist  that  those  who  re- 
ceived the  highest  salary  should  do  themost  work. 
Then  section  2  of  the  ordinance  says,  "  I'hey  shall 
choose  a  clerk  who  --ball  not  be  a  member  of  the 
board;  they  may  fix  his  compensation,  and  may 
remove  him  at  pleasure."  Perhaps  it  was  n't 
necessary  to  put  that  last  clause  in;  but  in  section 
3  it  says,  "They  8  hall  have  power  to  appoint  such 
subordinate  agents  and  assistants  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  and  mayfix  their  compensation," 
but  there  is  nothing  in  rhat  section  to  authorize 
them  to  remove  them  at  pleasure.  Why  could 
they  not  have  that  authority?  Yet  at  the  same 
time,  in  drawing  up  this  ordinance,  why  is  it 
necessary  to  put  that  provision  in  section  2, 
and  leave  it  out  of  section  3?  Usually  in  a 
court  of  law  they  put  the  construction  unon 
the  whole  reading  of  the  document  itself; 
and  if  you  intended  in  section  2  to  author- 
ize the  board  to  remove  them  at  pleasure, 
then,  afterwards,  in  section  3,  you  allow  them  to 
appoint  their  subordinate  officers  and  fix  then- 
compensation,  but  do  not  give  authority  to  re- 
move them  at  pleasure,  you  mean  either  some- 
thing or  nothing.  If  you  mean  aBything  in  sec- 
tion 2,  then  you  leave  it  out  in  section  3.  Then, 
again,  in  section  4  of  the  ordinance,  it  says,  "All 
contracts  now  existing  with  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  for 'the  supply  of  water  to  other  cities  and 
tow7ns  shall  continue  in  foice  and  shall  not  be  mod- 
ified or  annulled  except  by  order  of  the  Boston 
Water  Board,  approved  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
the  City  Council.  Now,  sir,  if  we  wish  to  alter  or 
discontinue  the  supply  of  water  to  these  towus, 
or  annul  those  contracts,  we  have  first  got  to  get 
authority  or  have  ?.o  orde~  from  the  Boston  Waler 
Board.  Why  did  n't  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
give  the  authority  entirely  to  the  City  Council? 
and  why  should  we  be  hampered  bv  this 
order  from  the  Boston  Water  Board?  I 
don't  see  any  necessity  for  it.  Then  again, 
in  section  8,  "The  Bostou  Water  Board  shall  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  15th  of  February,  send  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  tae  Water  Department  an  estimate"  asking  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  ensuing  year:  arid  in 
section  9,  they  sre  "to  make  a  report  and  present 
it  to  the  City  Council  in  the  mouth  of  May."  with  a 
comprehensive  statement  of  its  acts  during  the 
preceding  vear  and  the  condition  of  th?  works," 
etc.  Now, sir,  I  for  one  would  prefer  to  nave  them 
make  their  report  in  the  month  of  February  when 
they  ask  foi  an  appropriation.  We  could  then 
know  what  they  have  been  doing  the  past  year, 
how  much  mouey  they  have  expended,  and  about 
how  much  thev  should  nave.  With  these  objec- 
tions in  my  mind  to  the  ordinance,  I  do  not  feel 
satisfied  with  it,  and  shall  vote  against  it.  At  the 
same  time,  I  don't  think  this  Council  should 
establish  the  Boston  Water  Board  under  chap- 
ter 179.  The  act  is  very  badly  drawn  up 
and  amounts  to  but  very  little.  You  will 
fiud  that  in  previous  acts  of  this  kind  we  have 
been  very  particular.  When  we  went  to  the  Leg- 
islature for  the  act  to  take  land  for  a  public  park 
we  were  verv  particular  to  tell  just  what  we  want- 
ed, and  how  we  wanted  it;  and  that  is  the  proper 
way  to  get  an  act  fiom  the  Legislature.  But 
here  we  appoint  a  committee  and  authorize  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  a  certain  thing;  the  Legis- 
lature dou't  know  what  the  city  wants,  and  so  we 
very  often  get.  just  what  we  do  not  want. 

Mr.  Devereiix  of  Ward  22 — I  earnestly  desire  to 
disabuse  the  minds  of  the  Council,  and  more  par- 
ticularly the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  as  to  any 
local  prejudice  which  I  may  be  thought  to  have 
in  the  discussion  ot  this  subject.  I  did  n't  intend 
to  discuss  it  as  a  Charlestown  man :   I  intended  to 
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discuss  it  solely  upon  its  merits  for  I  have  lived 
long  em-ugli  in  Boston  to  call  myself  a  Bostonian, 
believing  in  her  and  feeling  myself  to  be  such. 
The  question  directly  before  toe  Council  was  the 
expediency  of  merging  the  two  boards  into  one, 
and  I  expressed  myself  on  that  proposition,  gave 
arguments,  and  spoke  from  certain  records  why 
it  should  "not  be  done.  Neitherjdo  I  desire  to  con- 
vey a  wrong  impression  to  the  miuds  of  the  Coun- 
cil, or  to  misrepresent  any  language  that  any  gen- 
tleman might  have  conveyed  to  me  in  any  conver- 
sation I  have  had.  It  has  been  alleged  tbat  I 
misrepresented  Mr.  Lawrence's  statement.  I 
statecf  that  Mr.  Lawrence  represented  to  me  that 
he  was  opposed  to  merging  the  two  boards  in  one, 
until  such  time  as  the  commission  may  be  ap- 
pointed, though  he  was  directly  in  favor  of  a  corn- 
mist  ion.  1  so  exoressed  myself  again,  and  he  de- 
sired to  be  properly  represented,  as  to  his  views 
upon  it.  Now,  sir,  I  see  no  expediency  for  this, 
and  I  can  think  of  none;  I  have  never  changed 
rnv  opinion  of  this,  and  I  think  I  have  been  thor- 
oughly acquainted  w'th  the  whole  work  of  the 
Mj stic  Water  Board  from  its  iucepcion.  I  don't 
know  that  I  need  add  anything  in  regard  to  the 
economy  of  its  construction  or  the  excel- 
lence of  its  management.  As  an  iiistance  of 
the  difference  in  the  management  of  the  two 
boards,  I  will  state  that  there  is  a  whole  line 
Of  pipe  on  Wairen  Bridge  which  has  just  burst  on 
account  of  the  management  of  tie  Cochituate 
Watei  Board.  Now,  sir,  as  representatives  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  it  behooves  us  to  study  econ- 
omy. We  come  here  as  delegaies  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  we  ought  properly  to  represent  tlieii  in- 
terests; and  1  believe  we  shall  properly  do  that  if 
we  refuse  to  adopt  this  measure  purely  upon  the 
grounds  of  economy.  There  is  no  one  reason 
why  the  two  boards  should  be  merged 
into  one,  and  theiefore  I  have  opposed  it 
solely  upon  those  grounds.  There  is  one  error 
that  was  made  in  the  report  of  my  argument  at 
the  last  meeting;  it  would  se;m  to  be  absurd  that 
I  said  the  Mystic  Water  Works  cost  $146,000.  I 
represented  on  this  floor  a  week  ago  tonight  that 
the  Mystic  Water  Works  cost  $1,460,000  and 
that  its  construction  account  closed  two  years 
ago.  I  should  like  to  have  that  error  corrected. 
So  tar  as  the  present  condition  and  man- 
agement of  the  works  are  concerned,  I  hope 
they  will  remain  as  they  are  at  present. 

Mr.  Kimoall  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  to  Bay  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  AVard 
15  upon  one  point,  and  one  point  only.  Lest  any 
gentleman  of  the  Council  should  think  that  by  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance,  we  so  tie  our  hands 
that  we  could  not  abolish  this  commission  under 
the  act  ot  the  Legislature,  I  would  like  to  say,  on 
high  legal  authority,  without  calling  any  names, 
that  the  gentleman  is  mistaken  in  his  law,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  whom  I  consulted.  It 
is  within  the  power  of  the  City  Council  at 
any  time  to  abolish  this  commission,  and 
return  to  any  mode  of  managing  the 
Water  Department  ot  the  city  ot  Boston 
that  the  City  Council  may  like.  The  worst  that 
could  fall  upon  us  would  be  simply  paying  the  sal- 
aries of  the  Water  Commissioners  during  their 
unexpired  term  of  office. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — My  impression  was  that 
we  could  not  abolish  this  board.  At  the  same  time 
I  want  to  have  good  authority  for  it,  and  I  had 
some  conversation  with  an  eminent  legal  counsel- 
lor about  it  yesterday,  and  I  understood  him  to 
say  that  we  could  not  do  so  without  authority  from 
the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  know  that  the  Coun- 
cil must  be  somewhat  impatient,  and  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  protract  the  discussion  bevoud  a  reason- 
able period;  but  some  few  points  I  endeavored 
to  make  at  the  last  meeting  have  biougbt 
out  some  animadversion  from  gentlemen  who 
have  desired  to  secure  a  little  consolation 
by  a  misapplication  of  the  points  I  made.  I 
would  like,  in  justice  to  myself  and  to  the 
views  which  I  represent,  to  corject  thi  impres- 
sion conveyed  here  tonight  ;  and  I  will  pre- 
mise by  making  one  or  two  little  corrections, 
or  at  least  illusions  to  the  points  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10,  in  which  he  attempts  to 
distort  an  expression  which  I  distinctly  made  rel- 
ative to  that  famous  reservoir  which  seems  to 
trouble  him.  I  stated  that  on  the  authority  of  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  that  work.  That  case  is 
only  one  ot  many  such  instances;  I  could  have 
gone  and  enumerated  quite  a  number  of  cases  of 
such  extravagance,  though  many  of  them  are  for- 
gotten by  the  public  now,  as  they  happened  twen- 


ty-five years  ago.  It  is  n't  expected  that  the 
present  members  of  the  City  Council,  unless  their 
calling  has  brought  them  in  connection  with  these 
things,  should  know  much  about  them;  but  the 
facts  eyist  and  can  be  shown  if  you  desire  to  go 
into  tnem.  Now,  as  gentlemen  seem  satisfied  that 
the  ooomerai.g  thrown  at  the  last  meeting  had  re- 
coiled upon  me,  I  desire  to  make  one  point:  The 
success  of  any  boaid  depends  upon  the  individ- 
uals who  compose  it,  and  not  upon  the'manner  in 
which  they  are  appointed.  If  we  have  good  and 
efficient  men,  no  matter  how  they  are  chosen,  aud 
no  matter  what  salaries  they  receive,  if  they  are 
competent,  and  if  they  dlecharge  their  duties  faith- 
fully, it  will  result  iu'economy  ana  a  benefit  to  the 
public  interest.  The  discharge  of  the  duty  and 
the  capacity  of  the  members  is  entirely  separate 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  are  appointed. 
Now,  the  point  I  make,  and  I  wish  to  enforce  it,  is 
that  the  gentlemen  quoted  here  as  authority  for 
the  necessity  of  this  board  are  those  who  for 
years  have  been  erecting  monuments  to  the'r  own 
extravagance  at  the  public  expense.  I  say  that 
those  men,  by  doing  tbat,  showed  that  they  are 
the  last  men  who  should  be  consulted  for  aavice 
as  to  how  this  board  should  be  appointed. 
I  was  taking  satisfaction  that  we  had  at 
last  got  a  board  who  knew  what  to  do 
and  were  willing  to  do  their  duty;  and  having  got 
that  board,  it  seemed  io  me  to  be  nonsense  to  get 
anothei  board,  when  there  was  nothing  for  ilieru 
to  do.  Ann  how  is  the  new  board  to  be  appoint- 
ed? By  the  Mayor;  and  we  have  the  right  to 
vote  ^  es  or  no  whether  they  shall  be  confirmed  or 
not.  Half  a  dozen  members  of  this  Council  may 
be  satisfied  that  they  know  better  men  for  the  po- 
sition; but  they  have  only  one  choice.  It 
is  n't  to  be  presumed  that  the  Mayor 
knows  every  man  in  this  city ;  I  don  t 
expect  that,  sir,  and  I  have  seen  it  de- 
monstrated that  the  Mayor  has  no  more  peculiar 
knowledge  of  the  fitness  of  men  for  office  than 
other  citizens.  1  think  ihis  has  been  marked  out 
clearly  i'l  miny  cases.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
a  good  or  wise  prlicy  or  sound  juogment  to  take 
away  froi«.  the  membeis  of  the  City  Council  this 
opportunity  for  acquiring  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  municipal  affairs.  We  are  continually  voting  tliat 
our  republican  principle  is  a  failuie,  and  saying 
that  we  c-mnot  administer  our  affairs  ourselves  or 
select  our  own  ageats,  but  that  we  shall  electa 
Mayor  who  shall  name  them  for  us;  that  will 
come  here  yearly  for  instructions,  and  do  meeklv 
what  we  are  told,  and  receive  just  such  informa- 
tion as  he  desires  to  give.  I  do  not  believe  in  the 
necessity  for  this.  I  have  seen  no  argument  to 
shake  my  faith  in  the  composition  of  a  board 
elected  in  concurrence,  no  matter  if  a  man  does 
escape  by  the  skin  of  his  teeth ;  for  you  all 
know  that,  no  matter  if  a  man  be  nearly 
overthrown,  the  principle  is  sound  that  a 
board  composed  in  part  of  gentlemen  at 
laige  elected  for  a  term  of  years,  and  in  part 
by  members  of  the  City  Council,  and  that  the 
members  of  this  body,  being  a  part  of  that  board, 
may  thereby  familiarize  themselves  with  its  poli- 
cy. I  say  it  has  proved  within  the  past  twenty 
years  that  that  is  the  best  composition  of  boards 
which  are  entrusted  with  large  expenditures  of 
money,  and  it  does  stand  to  reason,  foi  the  expe- 
rience of  this  city  has  shown  it  to  be  so.  The  only 
argument  now  advanced  by  the  friends  of  this 
ordinance  is  a  cheap  one,  and  it  is  that  we  cannot 
get  competent  men  to  serve  for  nothing.  Now,  sir, 
there  are  larger  private  trusts  than  this,  and  more 
exacting  demands  are  made  upon  private  indi- 
viduals by  private  trusts  in  many  positions  on  the 
street,  that  control  large  sums  "of  money  and  de- 
mand a  gieater  amount  of  time  than  is  required 
of  those  who  serve  upon  the  Water  Board,  and  I 
think  the  demand  made  upon  the  members  of  this 
board  is  as  large  as  any  trust  we  have.  Compe- 
tent men  can  be  found,  if  there  is  not  an  effort  to 
make  a  board  so  high-toaed  that  they  overlook 
men  wiPing  and  capable  of  serving.  An- 
other thing:  I  think  there  is  no  law  or 
ordinance  that  would  prevent  a  compensa- 
tion, or  a  salary  per  diem,  being  paid  to  those 
gentlemen  elected  at  Urge .  I  think  that  plan 
would  enable  us  to  obviate  the  great  objection 
that  is  urged  against  the  present  board,  that  gen- 
tlemen cannot  give  their  time,  or  do  not.  We 
could  compensate  them  for  their  time;  and  now 
that  we  have  men  who  can  discharge  their  duties 
properly,  we  can  devise  soine  way  to  get  over  that 
difficulty  and  still  maintain  that  which  I  think 
is  excellent  in  the  present  composition  of 
the    water    boards,    namely,    the     appointment 
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of  citizens  at  large  and  members  of  the  City  Coud- 
cil;  and  I  do  maintain  that  it  is  wise  to  hold  to 
that  principle,  which  the  experience  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  demoustrated  to  be  expedient,  and 
enables  members  of  the  Government  to  maintain 
intimate  connection  with  the  various  depart- 
ments. I  believe  it  is  wrong  to  abandon  the 
principle,  for  the  time  will  come  when  those 
boards  will  be  large  enough  to  attract 
the  attention  of  statesmen  who  will  reenact 
the  state  of  affairs  we  have  seen  in  New  York. 
It  is  inevitable.  You  cannot  legislate  men  hon- 
est. You  have  to  look  after  t  hose  things  person- 
ally, and  if  you  do  not  tbe  men  who  are  not  hon- 
est will  run  away  with  the  whole  establishment. 
That  is  the  way  it  is  done  in  other  eities.  I  am 
not  ready  to  do  so  here,  lam  not  ready  to  fur- 
render  all  the  departments  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  allow  one  man  m  the  city  to  nominate 
these  ccnimissioners.  upon  wbich  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  have  nothing  to  do  or  say  but  to 
ratify  the  nomination  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote.  In 
regard  to  the  argument  advanced  at  the  last 
meeting  that  these  boards  have  been  inefficient 
in  times  past,  I  say  thatthe  strength  of  any  com- 
mittee or  board  we  have  lies  in  toe  strength  of 
the  irdividuals  themselves  and  not  in  the  way 
they  are  appointed,  if  we  have  gentlemen  willing 
to  attend  to  their  duty  and  have  done  it. 
The  fact  that  Mr.  McLean  has  withdrawn 
his  name  does  n't  militate  against  the 
position  I  have  assumed.  I  know  there 
was  strong  opposition  against  him,  and 
those  familiar  with  the  result  of  the  election  the 
other  evening  understood  it.  The  opposition  was 
gratified.  He  was  vouched  for  bv  his  friends,  and 
said  to  be  a  good  man  for  the  city.  Mr.  Cutter 
has  accepted  thatposition,  knowing  that  there  is 
no  saiary  to  the  office,  and  he  expected  it  to  cause 
a  large  demand  upon  his  time.  I  believe  that  if 
that  geutleman  is  what  his  friends  claim  for  him, 
we  ceitainly  have  secured  another  good  officer  in 
that  capacity;  and  that  answers  another  objec- 
tion that  we  cannot  get  able  and  compe- 
tent men  to  take  tbe  position.  I  Relieve 
that  the  present  composition  of  the  board  affords 
vastly  more  advantages  than  any  close  corpora- 
tion of  three,  from  whom  we  can  only  get  such  in- 
formation as  they  are  disposed  to  impart.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  system  of  commissions  must  result 
at  some  time  or  other  in  attracting  spoilsmen  to 
such  positions— when  we  have  a  chief  executive 
officer  who  has  less  strength  of  character  than  our 
present  Mayor  has -under  a  weak  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  we  would  be 
powerless  to  prevent  it.  Then  the  public 
tiusts  would  be  betrayed,  and  the  whole  com- 
munity would  suffer.  We  should  then  be  power- 
less to  overturn  what  hns  been  done,  or  right  that 
which  has  been  abused.  I  don't  kuow  but  the 
Council  are  ready  to  enter  upon  such  a  course.  I 
am  not. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  "Ward  16,  the  previ- 
ous question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Wuitmore  withdrew  bis  amendment,  and 
the  ordinance  was  rejected — yeas  30,  nays  36: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Biackett,  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cur- 
tis, Cashing,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock,  Jaques, 
Kimball,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newrou,  Page,  Par- 
kar,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Smith,  Sptague,  Sweetser, 
Wadsworth,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods 
—30. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Damon,  Devereux,  Dug- 
gan,  Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harrigan, 
Hicks,  Kelly,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Leighton, 
Long,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne, 
Perkins,  Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Stacey, 
Thacher,  Train,  Trull,  Walbridge,  Whitcoinb, 
Wilson— 36. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  changed  from  yea  to 
nay  before  the  result  was  declared. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

The  report  and  order  appropriating  $30,000  for 
the  celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  Bunker  hill  came  from  the  other 
branch  for  concurrence  in  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  the  or- 
der by  making  the  sum  $25,000  instead   of  $30,000. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  desire  as  much  as  any 
member  of  this  Council  that  the  celebration  of  the 
day  shall  be  carried  on  in  a  becoming  manner,  and 
I  will  go  so  far  as  to  say  in  a  generous  man- 
ner, believing  as  I  do  that  it  will  be  the  great  day 
of  the  ceDtury.    After  looking  over  this  matter 


with  the  committee,  and  spending  a  good  deal  of 
time  upon  it,  and  seeing  everything  that  neens  to 
be  done,  I  think  it  can  be  done  with  that  amount 
of  money,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  I  hope  it  can  be  done  foi  as  small  a  sum 
as  any  member  may  desire,  but  I  don't  want  the 
committee  to  be  put  in  the  situation,  after  going 
on  and  doinsr  all  we  think  it  will  demand,  of  hav- 
ing to  come  here  and  ask  for  more  money.  If 
there  can  b*  any  saving,  and  if  anything  can  be 
cut  off,  I  will  go  as  far  as  any  one  to  do  it,  but  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  have  had  the  privi- 
lege of  looking  over  the  estimates  of  the  commit- 
tee who  have  charge  of  this  celebration,  and  they 
have  an  appropriation  of  something  like  $5000  for 
fireworks.  Now,  I  think  tbe  experience  of  the 
city  ol  Boston  is  that  fireworks  have  been  an  ex- 
pensive amusement.  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  prices  paid  by  the  cicy  of  Bos- 
ton for  fireworks  have  afforded  an  enor- 
mous profit.  I  think  that  in  the  bands  of  the  able 
and  excellent  committee  «ho  now  have  charge  of 
this  matter,  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  will 
be  sufficient  to  crry  out  this  cele oration  credit- 
ably to  The  city  of  Boston,  especially  as  the  State 
has  already  appropriated  so  large  a  sum  of  money, 
for  the  expense  wbich  the  State  proper  will  have 
to  bear  will  be  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
whole  iost.  1  think  the  sum  of  $25,000  is  a  liberal 
one,  and  I  think  the  saving  of  $5000  should  receive 
serious  consideration. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  think  of  saving  tbe 
$5000  when  I  vote  against  paying  these  commis- 
sioners; but  if  this  day  is  to  be  pioperlv  cele- 
brated, he  will  find  that  $25,000  wont  do  it.  If 
you  should  attempt  to  carry  it  out  as  individuals 
desire,  $50,000  would  n't  do  it  Men  want  us  to 
entert:in  every  regiment  and  organization  that 
comes  here.  I  have  been  toW  tLat  the  city 
o£  Philadelphia  expects  to  spend  a  million 
dollars  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  July,  1876;  but  here  we  aie  down  among 
'  the  thousands.  When  I  look  at  the 
appropriation?  for  the  Coliseum  and  the  Fourth 
of  July,  I  oon't  think  we  are  far  from  the  mark  in 
this  case.  The  thing  is,  it  you  don't  give  us  this 
much  money,  there  cau  be  but  little  done;  and 
if  you  do,  we' will  do  as  near  as  we  can  what  we 
think  best  for  the  citizens,  and  it  there  is  any- 
thing left  I  shall  be  gin"  of  it.  The  question  is, 
Are  you  afraid  to  trust  $30,000  with  tbe  commit- 
tee? If  the  occasion  does  not  require  it,  the 
money  will  not  be  spent. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  ask  tbe 
Chairman  if  it  is  proposed  to  spend  any  portion 
of  this  monev  for  fireworks.  My  impression  is 
that  the  Council  will  be  willing  to  vote  the  sum 
asked  for, — T  should  be  willing  to  vote  to  place  it 
in  the  hands  of  a  judicious  committee  and  trust 
to  them  to  save  what  i  hey  could — but  I  should  like 
to  know  if  it  is  proposed  to  have  fire  works,  be- 
cause, as  one  member  of  the  Council,  I  am  op- 
posed to  that  class  of  expenditures. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22 — Don't  let  us  celebrate 
this  event,  this  great  event,  meanly,  or  in  a  spirit 
of  niggardliness.  Let  us  have  a  grand  good  time 
in  commemorating  that  event,  so  important  to  us 
— that  event  in  1775 — whatever  might  have  been 
said  of  Lexington  or  Concord,  as  to  the  birthday 
of  the  nation— which  «  as  the  birthday  of  the  na- 
tion. If  we,  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  appreciate 
that  event  and  the  sacrifices  of  our  fathers,  and 
what  they  did  that  we  t.hould  have  this  rich  in- 
heritance, I  pray  you  do  it  grandly. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  want  to  correct  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  tbe  Bunker 
Hill  District  [Mr.  Siblsy]  that  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia has  appropriated  a  million  dollars  for  the 
next  centennial.  She  has  already  appropriated 
two  millions  and  proposes  to  add  another  million. 
I  hope  this  sum  will  not  be  cut  down  one  cent; 
rather  let  us  enlarge  the  amount ;  I  believe  in  the 
amusement  of  the  people.  The  peoule  believe  in 
bonfires  and  to  everything  else  that  will  remind 
them  of  the  .past  and  teach  them  their 
duty.  I  go  for  enlarging  this  sum.  I  would  like 
to  know  how  this  $30,000  is  to  be  appropriated, 
but  I  don't  caie  to  begin  at  the  end  or  it.  Let  us 
do  everything  we  can  to  remind  the  people  of  the 
sacrifices  of  the  fathers  and  of  the  rights  which 
we  °njoy  through  their  great  losses.  I  go  for  en- 
laigiug  the  sum.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  this 
committee  how  this  sum  is  to  be  appropriated, 
and  by  whom.  What  care  we  for  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  whether  she  cooperates  with  us  or 
not?  Have  vou  done  so  heretofore?  Did  they  do 
so  when  the  "body  of  our  lamented   senator  was 
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brought  here.  No,  sir.  We  aie  under  co  obliga- 
tions to  the  Statu  House;  we  are  a  power  in  our- 
selves, and  we  ought  to  e.xercise  that  power  here. 
I  don't  relieve  in  cutting  down  this  appropriation 
because  the  State  has  done  this,  that  or  ihe  other. 
I  believe  in  having  this  day  celebrated,  as  none  of 
us  will  see  it  celebrated  again.  I  believe  in  Bun- 
ker Hill,  as  I  do  in  Concord  and  Lexiu  - 
ton.  1  believe  that  eveiything  should  be 
done  in  this  celebiation;  and  1  beli^v.'  that 
tin-  city  of  Boston  should  have  done  a  great 
deal  more  at  that  celebration.  I  hope  we  snail 
give  this  order  a  unanimous  vote,  and  when 
the  Fourth  of  July  comes,  let  us  give  that  day  all 
it  deserves.  I  am  not  iu  favor  of  cutting  down 
the  appropriation  for  the  Fourth  of  July  be- 
cause  of  the:  great  ceutennial  celebration  which 
is  coming  on  the  Seventeenth  of  June.  Let 
us  uive  the  people  of  Boston  all  that  be- 
longs to  them  with  which  to  celeDrate  the 
Fourth  of  July.  We  perhaps  may  not  spend 
so  much  moDev  for  sailing  regattas  as  here- 
tofore; but  let  us  have  the  money  speut  m  a  way 
which  the  people  will  appreciate,  and  not  let  it  be 
confiin  d  to  the  few  who  sail  upon  the  waters.  Let 
us  have  bonfires  and  illuminations!  For  heaven's 
sake,  don't  cut  down  the  appropriation  for  the 
Fourth  of  July,  nor  this  appropriation  either. 

Mr.  Fiynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  to  amend  BO  rh.it 
the  committee  shall  consist  of  "His  Honor 
the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men,  the  President  of  the  Common  Council  and 
inn  taembei  of  the  Common  Council  from  each 
warp,  with  such  as  the  Bjard  of  Aldermen  may 
join." 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  -1— Before  we  vote  upon 
either  araeudment  that  has  been  proposed  I  think 
there  should  be  some  understanding  of  the  matter 
raised  by  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  5.  As  I  lis- 
tened to  the  leading  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  1  understood  that  they  proposed 
that  au  appropriation  for  the  Fourth  of  July 
should  be  reduced;  and  we  have  no*  on  the  table 
au  order  for  .i  large  committee  and  an  appropria- 
tion of  $15,000.  Now,  sir,  though  I  de- 
sire that  we  should  have  a  grand  cele- 
bration of  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  I  do 
nor  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  that 
the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  this  year 
ought  to  be  on  the  same  scale  that  it  has  been  in 
past  years.  It  would  seem  almost  unnecessary  to 
state  this  tact,  except  that  some  feeling  has  been 
shown  that  they  intended  to  celebrate  the  Fourth 
of  July  this  year  upon  the  usual  scale.  Now,  sir, 
the  order  upon  tie  table  is  iu  such  a  shape  that  it 
is  rather  difficult  to  reach  at  this  time ;  but  certain- 
ly it  ought  to  be  amended  oi  some  general  consent 
gained  as  to  what  action  will  be  taken  when  it  is 
reached.  If  it  is  intended  to  have  another  :.ieat 
committee  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  with  an  expen- 
diture of  f  15,000, 1  think  it  is  our  dutv  to  keep  the 
appropriation  lor  the  Seventeenth  of  Juoe  down 
to  $25,000.  I  think  it  will  be  entirely  wiong  to 
divide  the  day  and  divide  up  the  two  celebrations 
in  an  unsatisfactory  manner.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  prevail; 
also  the  larger  sum,  and  1  should  be  willing 
to  vote  for  a  still  lamer  sum,  if  necessary, 
for  it  being  so  unusual  occasion,  the  suspicion 
of  extravagaoce  cannot  hereafter  be  quoted 
against  a  member.  But  in  regard  to  rhe  Fourth 
of  July,  I  think  we  ought  not  to  vote  a  large  sum, 
and  that  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  ought  not  to  go  unchallenged. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  understand  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  this  committee  to  use 
a  portion  ot  this  money  for  fireworks;  and 
1,  for  one,  am  ceitaiuly  opposed  to  spending 
any  of  it  for  that  purpose  I  have  had 
some  experience  in  times  past,  and  last 
vear  I  had  the  honor  to  serve  upon  a  sub-commit- 
tee on  the  Fourth  of  July  celebration.  We  con- 
tracted for  about  $3000  worth  of  fireworks,  and  it 
took  about  three  minutes  to  fire  off  what  we  fired 
at  all,  and  that  in  the  midst  of  a  raging  storm.  It 
really  amounted  to  nothing.  The  people  on  the 
Common  looked  for  them,  but  the  pyrotechnists 
did  n't  fire  them  off,  and  some  members  of  the 
committee  had  to  run  from  one  to  the  other  and 
fire  them  off  as  rapidly  as  they  could.  Two  years 
before  that  it  amounted  to  just  the  same;  they 
weie  a  total  failure  on  the  Common,  and  iu  South 
Boston  quite  a  number  of  lives  were  lost  on  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  which  the  works  were  set 
off.  I  think  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  provide  a 
sum  of  mor.ey  for  that  purpose,  and  if  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  committee  to  do  so,  1  hope  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman    fiom   Ward  16  will 


prevail,  I  believe  the  amount  will  then  be  suffi- 
cient to  carry  out  the  ideas  of  the  committee  ex- 
cept in  regard  to  fireworks.  I  would  al-o  move 
an  amendment  to  his  amendment,  "provided  that 
no  portiou  of  the  money  be  used  lor  fireworks." 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Wild  16-1  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  what  are  his  reasons  for  de- 
siring -o  large  a  committee? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— My  reason  is  that  it  has 
been  the  custom  heretofore  to  appoint  a  large 
committee  on  occasions  of  this  kind.  At  the  time 
of  the  Jubilee,  wh»n  $15,000  was  asked  for,  and 
on  Fourth  of  Julys  we  have  had  one  member  of 
the  Council  from'  each  ward.  As  I  understand  if, 
the  governor  of  every  State  and  the  mayor  of 
every  city  in  New  England  are  to  be  invited  here, 
and  it  will  be  i  possible  tor  this  small  committee 
to  take  care  of  the  guests.  I  have  had  some  ex- 
perience on  such  occasions  and  think  the  pro- 
posed committee  will  be  none  too  large  to  take 
care  of  the  guests. 

Mr.  Jaques  ot  Ward  9  The  question  I  asked  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
this  branch  has  not  bee  a  answered  except  indi- 
rectly by  my  colleague.  I  should  hope  that  oo 
portion  of  the  money  will  be  used  for  fireworks, 
and  it  was  my  intention  to  offer  an  amend 
inent  similar  to  the  one  proposed  by  my 
colleague.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  thinks 
the  city  ought  to  be  lavish  in  bonfires.  1  think  we 
have  been  lavish  in  the  way  of  the-  during  the 
last  few  years,  in  one  of  which  we  spent  $76,000,- 
000.  I  tliiuk  we  can  afford  to  wait  before  spend- 
ing aDy  more  money  for  bonfires.  I  am  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Waul  7  tor  enlarging  the  committee.  We  now 
have  a  very  judicious  committee.  It  is  large 
enough,  being  composed,  I  think,  of  eight 
members,  who  also  act  io  connection  with 
a  committee  of  ttie  Bunker  Hill  Associa- 
tion, and  the  committee  or  the  State.  It  is 
well  known  by  practical  business  men  that  small 
committees,  whose  members  are  selected  for  their 
peculiar  fitness  f  oi  the  duties,  can  perform  those 
duties  to  much  better  advantage  than  large  ones, 
and  much  better  results  can  be  obtained  from 
large  committees  chosen  in  this  way.  It  will  sim- 
ply be  a  gloi  ificatiou  ana  a  jollification  on  the 
part  of  the  committee.  1  ben^ve  that  by 
appointing  a  large  committee  a  great  deal 
of  the  amount  will  be  wasted,  and  the  celebra- 
tion might  result  to  our  shame  rather  than  our 
gloiificatiou,  perhaps.  Therefore  I  hope  the  gen- 
tlemau  from  Ward  9  will  divide  his  motion,  so  as 
to  allow  an  amendment  that  no  part  of  the  $30,000 
shall  be  spent  for  fireworks.  I  also  hope  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— I  have  no  objection  to  the 
committee  haviug  all  the  money  that  is  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  programme  laid  out  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Seventeenth  of  June.  I  think  it 
should  be  celebrated  iu  a  proper  and  generous 
manner.  But  I  have  been  informed  that  it  is  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  to  use  a  portion  of  this 
money  for  fireworks,  and  if  that  is  so  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  safe  for  us  to  take  from  the  appropria- 
tion the  amount  they  have  set  apart  for  that  pui- 
pose.  Such  being  the  case,  I  think  it  is  parfectly 
safe  to  reduce  the  sum  to  $25,000  and  then  adopt 
au  amendment  that  no  part  of  the  remaining 
$25,000  shall  be  used  for  fireworks. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— The  con-mittee  have  not 
voted  to  spend  any  money  for  fireworks.  1  never 
saw  i:  until  tonight,  when  it  was  shown  to  me  on  a 
piect-  of  paper.  Something  was  said  in  committee 
that  we  would  want  them.  We  drew  up  a  rough 
plan,  but  then  it  is  a  question  whether  it  wont  be 
necessary  to  do  other  thiDgs  to  carry  out  the  plan. 
It  was  mentioned  that  it  might  take  a  large  sum 
to  convey  the  guests  to  the  ground.  There  is  no  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  go  farther 
away  fiom  home  than  possible.  I  remember  that 
some  member  of  the  committee  spoke  of  the  fire- 
works, but  it  is  n't  in  the  paper  and  I  rever  saw  it 
till  it  came  to  my  desk  tonight.  There  has  only 
been  a  rough  estimate  made  of  the  amount  ot 
money  to  be  used  in  carrying  out  the  celebration 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— A  friend  of  mine 
suggests  that  it  is  rather  strange  that  we  should 
object  to  a  display  of  fireworks  on  the  Seventeenth 
of  Jane,  wht-n  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  itself  was 
a  displav  of  fireworks.  I  think  the  objection  is  a 
reasonable  one.  Such  expenditures  heretofore 
have  been  useless  and  unnecessary,  and  mere 
than  thai,  they  have  been  dangerous.  They 
last    but    a    few     minutes,   and    as    generally 
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managed  within  the  past  few  years,  have  re- 
sulted in  no  real  amusement,  hut  rather 
in  bringing  people  together  to  getasound  drench- 
ing. I  see  no  occasion  for  fireworks.  I  wish  the 
money  intended  for  fireworks  would  be  appropri- 
ated for  amusing  the  little  ones.  I  don't  know 
whetner  anything  has  been  appropriated  for 
amusiDg  the  school  children  on  the  Seventeenth 
of  June  or  not.  I  think  it  is  just  as  well 
for  them  to  be  amused  on  the  Seven- 
teenth of  June  as  older  people.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  original  appropriation,  but  I 
shall  vote  against  enlarging  the  committee.  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Peace  Jubilee 
in  1872;  invitations  were  extended  to  the  Presi- 
dent, the  governors  of  States  and  mayors  of  cities, 
ministers  resident  in  Washington,  and  I  don't 
know  how  many  others,  and  we  had  eleven  or  thir- 
teen on  the  committee— I  have  forgotten  the  num- 
ber, but  it  was  n't  large — and  I  would  say  that 
half  of  that  number  could  have  looked  after 
all  the  guests  that  came.  I  believe  we 
had  some  four  or  five  goverrors  ;  we 
had  one  governor  who  had  more  fam- 
ily than  all  the  other  governors  who  came  to  honor 
us  on  that  occasion.  We  had  some  ministers  resi- 
dent at  Washington,  and  a  few  presidents  of 
boards  of  trade,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  will  bear  me  out  m  saying  that  half  of 
the  committee  could  have  amused  and  enter- 
tained the  guests.  There  wae  an  attempt 
to  increase  the  committee  then  to  one  from 
each  ward,  but  I  did  n't  see  any  neces- 
sity for  it.  If  the  money  is  expended  ju- 
diciously and  economically,  it  can  be  done  better 
by  a  committee  of  five  or  six ;  the  guests  will  be 
better  accommodated  and  entertained  by  a  small 
committee  than  a  large  one.  They  can  all  be  ac- 
commodated at  three  or  four  hotels,  and  I  don't 
see  the  necessity  for  increasing  the  committee  to 
twenty-eight  or  twenty-iine  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is  alto- 
gether unnecessary,  and  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— I  think  it  is  the  general 
opinion  of  the  public  and  of  this  Council  that 
$30,000  would  be  none  too  much  to  appropriate 
for  this  celebration.  Comparisons  will  certainly 
be  drawn  the  following  year  by  those  wTho  attend 
the  celebration  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  That 
one  will  be  «o  much  more  magnificeot  than  any- 
thing we  can  attempt  here,  that  we  should  give  no 
opportunity  to  our  f riends,in  their  satisfaction, to 
draw  invidious  comparisons  or  to  say  we  have  been 
mean  in  our  appropriation,  or  inhospitable  to 
those  who  come  to  see  us.  Certainly,  once  in  a 
hundred  years,  the  city  of  Boston,  the  centre  al- 
most of  the  most  prominent  events  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  ought  to  bo  able  to  celebrate  in  a  lib- 
eral manner.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  is  not  a 
large  sum  for  a  great  city  like  this— made 
great  by  the  annexation,  from  time  to 
time,  of  a  number  of  large  towns.  Indeed,  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  a  large  sum  of 
money  if  it  were  only  the  old  city  of  Bos- 
ton before  a  single  arnexation  had  been  made; 
and  this  I  believe  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
public  generally.  I,  like  some  others,  cannot 
agree  that  this  committee  should  be  increased  to 
twenty-eight  or  thirty  members,  or  one  from  each 
ward,  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  believe  that 
the  proposed  addition  to  the  committee  means 
the  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  that  $30,000  for 
a  good  time  which  the  members  will  have  for 
themselves.  It  certainly  means  nothing  else 
than  extra  carriage  hire  and  cigais  and  din- 
ners at  hotels,  which  they  propose  to  enjoy 
at  the  city's  expense.  We  have  a  com- 
mittee of  eight  gentlemen  whom  all  know  to  be 
thoroughly  reliable;  they  have  already  sketched 
out  a  programme  which  I  think  they  can  carry 
out  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  and  so 
large  a  committee  as  would  be  created  by  the  ad- 
dition of  one  from  each  ward  would  actually 
make  it  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  carry  out  the  cel- 
ebration in  proper  fcrrn.  But  while  oppos- 
ing so  iarge  a  committee  I,  like  others 
who  have  spoken  on  this  subject,  would  most  cor- 
dially vote  for  $30,000,  or  even  more,  that  the 
city  of  Boston  might  make  a  creditable  figure  in 
this  centennial  celebration,  for  it  is  verv  im- 
portant at  this  time  for  us  to  do  so.  Not  only  the 
eyes  or  this  country,  but  those  of  other  countries, 
are  upon  us.  You  may  be  sure  that  the 
jealous  press  of  the  city  of  New  York  will 
pick  out.  and  misrepresent  the  slightest  fail- 
ure or  accident  that  takes  place  here  in 
carryiug  out  the  programme,  and  it  will  be  pre- 
sented therein  its  most  distorted  form.      Let  us 


not  give  them  the  slightest  reason  for  doing  so, 
but  make  such  anangements  as  will  fulfil  public 
expectation  and  be  worthily  commemorative  of 
the  grand  effort  made  by  our  fathers  for  national 
independence. 

Mr.  Samps. >n  of  Ward  10—  As  one  of  the  com- 
mittee I  desire  to  explain  in  regard  to  the  esti- 
mates for  an  appropriation  for  fireworks.  No  es- 
timate for  fireworks  has  been  made  by  the  tom- 
mittee,  and  in  fact  when  that  branch  of  the  cele- 
bration was  spoken  of  it  was  disapproved  of.  I 
think  tht  estimate  reached  by  the  committee  was 
$25,000.  and  the  reason  given  for  asking  for  $30,- 
000  was  that  other  matters  might  come  up  neces- 
sitating the  spending  of  more  money  than  that, 
and  they  thought  nest  to  ask  for  sufficient  rather 
than  come  here  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8—1  hope  we  shall  not  in- 
struct the  committee  what  they  shall  do  with  this 
money  when  appropriated.  One  individual  may 
recommend  that  fireworks  should  be  used  ana 
another  that  they  should  not;  and  if  we  take 
every  man's  advice  there  wnl  be  nothing  for  the 
committee  to  do.  I  think  the  committee  are  per- 
fectly competent  to  decide  that,  and  I  shall  be  de- 
cidedly oppotea  to  restricting  them  in  what  Ihey 
shall  do  with  it.  In  regard  to  fireworks,  I  have 
been  in  favor  of  them ;  there  is  no  one  item  more 
gratifying  to  strangers  than  fireworks,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  left  to  the  committee  to  introduce  that 
branch  as  they  please. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  desire  to  give  one 
reason  in  favor  of  the  appointment  of  a  larger 
committee  than  this.  In  tne  first  place,  I  think  it 
will  enable  us  to  dispense  with  a  large  committee 
on  the  Fouith  of  July.  But,  in  the  second  nlace, 
it  veems  ro  me  that  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
agaiust  enlarging  the  present  committee,  have 
overlooked  th -  fact  that  there  will  be  a  great  deal 
going  on  in  the  city  proper.  It  is  not  to  be  a 
Charlestown  affair.  The  whole  city  will  take  part 
iu  it  and  be  represented.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
have  a  great  deal  going  on  in  other  parts  of 
the  city  as  well  as  Charlestown,  and  it  seems  to 
me  it  will  be  right  and  proper  to  have  a  commit- 
tee sufficiently  large,  so  that  sub-committees  shall 
have  charge  of  the  various  entertainments.  It 
will  be  evident  to  the  members  of  this  Council 
that  geographically  it  will  he  impossible  to  have 
the  entire  display  limited  to  the  Charlestown 
wards ;  there  is  not  room  enough  there,  and  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  a  goo  1  deal  going  on  ou  this 
sids  of  the  river.  To  do  it  light  and  proper 
we  ought  to  have  a  large  committee.  To  meet 
one  of  the  objections  to  a  large  committee  I  would 
move  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  com- 
mittee consist  of  twenty-one  members,  including 
one  member  from  each  ward  not  now  represented 
upon  the  committee. 

Mr.  Flyno  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  from 
Waid  7  gave  a  little  of  his  experience  in '72,  as 
one  of  the  committee  on  the  Jubilee.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  remember,  there  was  nothing  for  the 
committee  to  do  at  that  time  but  go  to  the  depots 
and  receive  the  guests  and  tak»  them  to  the  hotel, 
dine  them  and  wine  them  and  ride  around  with 
them.  Here  is  an  appropriation  of  $30,000,  and 
there  ate  a  great  many  things  to  be  done  by  this 
committee  besides  taking  care  of  the  guests.  I 
don't  think  that  one  member  from  each  ward  is 
too  tnanv,  judging  from  my  experience  on  Fourth 
of  July  committees. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  gratified  to  hear 
from  my  friend  f torn  Ward  9  in  regard  to  "bon- 
fires." 'I  presume  that  if  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Council  at  that  time  we  shonlo  n't  have 
had  the  "bonfires"  which  cost  the  owners  of  prop- 
erty in  ray  ward  $60,000,000.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
sir.,  that  the  gentleman  was  n't  a  member  of  the 
Council  at  the  time,  to  have  prevented  that  great 
bonfire.  Now  with  legard  to  my  friend  from 
Ward  7,  « ho  went  to  the  Peace  Jubilee.  He 
thinks  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  have  such  a  large 
committee.  He  was  on  that  committee,  and  the 
Jubilee  lasted  two  weeks,  more  or  less.  They  weie 
not  confined  to  one  day,  as  this  celebration  is  to  be. 
There  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  peo- 
ple from  all  parts  of  the  oouutiy  who  will  be  bete 
to  be  entertained  in  a  single  day.  Cau  this  small 
committee  of  half  a  dozen — however  great  they 
may  be,  however  experienced  they  may  be  iu  en- 
tertaining guests — attend  on  that  day.  with  the 
hundreds"  of  thousands  of  people  io"  this  city, 
when  the  governors  and  aayorsandall  kinds  of 
officers  shall  be  here  to  De  entertained  in  a  single 
day.  and  then  ride  about  in  carriages,  .ss  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  s.rys.  Let  him  imagine 
the  people  riding  about  in  carriages  with   bun- 
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dreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  the  city.    1 
of  the  eminent  men  to  be  taken  caie  of!    Ii 


Think 

'.  am  in 

favor  of  a  large  committee,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
appointed.  As  to  the  fireworks,  I  think  it  is 
begin uiug  at,  the  small  end,  goiug  in  at  the  spigoi 
and  out  at  the  bunghole.  No  matter  what 
the  expenditure  may  be,  it  is  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  people;  and  what  are  all 
these  entertainments  worih  if  they  are  not  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people?  We  fiesheo  their 
recollections  ot  the  past,  and  inspirit  posterity 
for  the  future:  our  children  shall  be  reminded  of 
the  past ;  bonfires  are  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  people.  What  matters  it  if  it  costs  the  city 
treasury  $40,000  or  $50,000?  The  people  who  come 
here  spend  and  leave  here  very  much  more  than 
tnat  sum,  and  somebody  in  the  city  gets  it;  the 
poor  people  of  the  city  get  it;  mechanics,  laboring 
men,  the  real  bone  and  sinew  of  the  land,  receive 
this  money,  if  it  is  circulated  among  the  people. 
It  comes  from  the  pockets  of  the  rich ;  everybody 
is  entertained,  and  everybody  is  delighted 
upon  such  a  day.  Now,  sir,  let  us  have 
a  committee  of  one  from  each  ward,  who  will 
spend  that  day  in  doing  honors  to  the  strangers 
coming  among  us.  Suppose  they  do  ride  about  in 
carriages,  and  suppose  they  do  speud  $5000— they 
can't  possibly  spend  $500  for  carriages,  to  save 
their  lives— it  is  a  paltry  sum.  Whether  it  is 
necessary  to  cut  down  the  appiopriation  for  the 
Fourth  of  July,  I  care  not;  but  upon  this  centen- 
nial day  let  us  h  ve  the  largest  celebration  and 
the  largest  committee,  and  let  them  do  all  the 
honors  which  belong  to  that  great  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Page's  amendment  (fireworks)  was  lost. 

Mr.  Perkins's  amendment  ($25,000)  was  lost. 

Mr.  Flynn  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Whituaore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parker,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  Mr.  Flyun's  amendment  and  it 
•was  adopted—  yeas  39,  nay«  26. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anaerson,  Burgess,  Cawley,  Col- 
lins, Coyle,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Damon,  Day,  Dev- 
ereux,Duggan,  Edwards, Fitzpatrick,  fc'lynn,  Har- 
rigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  K,  Hey,  Kingsbuiy,  Kings- 
ley,  Leighton,  Long,  Moley,  Murray,  Noyes,  Os- 
borne, Power,  Hice,  Shaw,  SibJey,  Stacey,  Thach- 
er,  Train,  Trull,  Walbridge,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore, 
Wilson,  Woods— 39. 

Nays— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Clarke,  Crock- 
er, Curtis,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Guild,  Harmon, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Lonng,  Mooney,  Morrison, 
Newton,  Page,  Parker,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Wadsworth,  Wilbur, 
Willcutt-26. 

The  order  as  amended  was  then  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  and  then  passed 
—yeas  62,  nays  2;  Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  and 
Tlncher  of  Ward  15  voting  nay. 

Following  is  the  order  as  amended,  with  the 
Common  Council  amendment  quoted  : 

Tbat  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  ot  Aldermen,  and  the  President  of  the 
Common  Council,  with  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee, to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mayor's 
inaugural  address  as  relates  to  the  centennial 
celebration  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  "and  one 
member  ot  the  Commoc  Council  fiom  each  ward 
not  now  represented  on  said  committee,  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,"  beauthoiized 
to  make  suitable  arrangements  on  ths  part  of  the 
city  of  Boston  for  the  celebration  of  said  anniver- 
sary, and  ihat  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
exoend  for  that  purpose  the  income  of  the  Foss 
Fund  and  the  Babcock  Fund,  and  in  addition 
thereto  a  sum  not  exceeding  $30,000;  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

RECORDS  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitcomb,  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8%  o'clock,  viz.,  first  order  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Library,  on  the 
petition  of  M.  P.  Wilder  in  regard  to  city  records 
(City  Doc.  No.  46, 1875),  ?/as  taken  up,  and  special- 
ly assigned  to  nine  o'clock  on  next  Thursday  even- 
ing. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  orders  for  the  care  of  public 
grounds,  the  purchase  of  materials,  etc.,  for  the 
same,  were  read  a  second  time  and  passed,  in  con- 
currence: Authorizing  a  contract  for  the  care  of 
public  grounds  and  trees  in  the  streets  of  East 
Boston,  at  not  exceeding  $900 ;  authorizing  a  con- 
tract for  the  care  of  Blackstone,  Franklin, 
Worcester  and  Lowell  squares  and  Union  park,  at 


not  exceeding  $1650;  of  $2500  for  improvement 
of  public  grounds  near  Jamaica  Pond;  of 
$10,000  in  hinng  laborers  and  keeping  in 
good  order  and  condition  the  Common,  Pub- 
lic Garden  and  other  public  grounds  not 
provided  for;  of  $1500  in  hiring  teams  for 
work  on  the  public  grounds;  of  $200  for  tools  for 
the  Common,  etc.,  and  repairs  on  the  same;  of 
$500  for  trees  and  shrubs  for  the  public  grounds ; 
of  $1500  for  sods  for  public  grounds;  of  $250  for 
grass  and  other  seeds  foi  Commra,  etc. ;  of  $1500 
for  loam  for  the  public  grounds;  of  $900  tor  ma- 
nure tor  Common,  etc.;  of  $6000  for  red  gravel  for 
paths  on  public  grounds;  of  $1000  in  paying  tor 
use  of  water  and  for  watpring  the  streets  around 
the  rubric  grounds. 

Order  for  improvement  of  Orchard  park,  at  an 
expense  not  exceedintr  $2000.  Referred,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Joseph  P.  Paine 
and  John  E.  Biakemore  as  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemeteiy  for  two  years. 

Messrs.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Stacey  of  Ward  21 
and  Cushing  of  Ward  4  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    Tbey  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 40 

Necessary  to  a  choice 21 

Joseph  P.  Paine 36 

John  E.  Biakemore 37 

O.  A.  Shaw 1 

J.  W.  Steere 1 

Daniel  Pratt 1 

Benjamin  Dean 1 

And  Messrs.  Vaine  and  Biakemore  weie  declared 
elected  in  concurrence. 

Certificate   of   election   of   Newton  Talbot    as 
Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  two  years. 
Messrs.  Long  of  Waid  8,  Trull  of  Ward  20,  and 
Edward'  of  Ward  15  were   appointed   a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 36 

Necessary  for  a  choice 19 

Newton  Talbot  had 28 

A.  Beal 1 

Samuel  Little 1 

George   Shaw 1 

G.  A.  Shaw 1 

Charles  J.Morrill 1 

No  quorum  having  voted,  another  ballot  was  or- 
dered on  motion  of  Mr.  Thather  of  Ward  15. 

Whole  number  of  votes 46 

Necessary  to  a  choice 24 

Newton  Talbot 31) 

G.  A.  Shaw 7 

C.J.MorriU 3 

Charles  Morrill 1 

C.  Guild 1 

W.  G.  Thacher 1 

W.  Crosby 1 

S.  Little..' 1 

J.  W.  Steere l 

And  Mr.  Talbot  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

CURB  ON  TREMONT-STREET  MALI,. 

The  order  authorizing  a  transfer  to  next  year's 
account  of  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  for 
laying  a  curb  along  Tremont  stieet  mall,  and  to 
advertise  for  proposals  for  laying  said  curb,  came 
up  as  unfinished  business,  and  Mr.  Cushing  of 
Ward  4  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  aid 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  set  apart,  of  the  appro- 
priation for  Common  and  Squares  of  the  years 
1874-75,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  specially  aopropr'iated 
for  edgestone  along  Tremont-street  mall,  and 
carry  the  said  appropriation  for  that  object  to  the 
financial  year  1875-76. 

Mi.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  objected  to  deciding  the 
question  of  putting  a  curb  on  the  mall,  as  there 
was  to  be  ooposition  to  it.  and  he  moved  to  strike 
out  the  last  clause,  empowering-  the  committee  to 
contract  for  placing  the  curb  there. 

Mr.  Cushing  accepted  the  amendment  and  the 
ordei  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

ARMORIES. 

Orderc  authorizing  expenditures  of  not  exceed- 
ing the  following  amounts  on  armories,  viz.,  1. 
Company  C,  Ninth  Regiment,  at  1557  Washington 
street,  $300.  2.  Company  A,  Fifth  Rngiment,  on 
Elm  street,  Charlestowo,  $250.  3.  Company  G, 
Ninth  Regiment,  at  11  City  square,  Charlestown, 
$200.    St  verally  passed— yeas  42,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

WATER  PIPES. 

The  order  for  a  loan  of  $100,000,  to  be  added  to 
the  amount  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of  water 
pipes,  etc.,  for  Wards  17  ana  19,  to  be  used  for  the 
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same  purpose  and  for  laying  down  said  pipes,  was 
laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward 9. 

PETITION   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Spraeue  of  Ward  4— Remonstrance  of 
Abbott  Lawrence,  et  al„  remonstrating'  against 
the  placing  of  a  curb  on  Tremont-street  mall 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Joseph 
Nickerson  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Hun- 
neman  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Northampton-street  District. 

By  Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3— Petition  of  John 
Watersdorf  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
at  100  D  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

ADDITIONAL    SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Icstruction  on  the  re- 
quests of  the  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  the  Auburn  Primary  School, 
Brighton,  and  for  better  accommodations  for  the 
school  for  deaf  niufs,  severally  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  additional  aecomme- 
dations  for  the  Auburn  Primary  School,  Brighton 
District;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Schoolhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
iues  be  authorized  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  vacant 
primary-school  building  on  Warrenton  street  for 


the  use  of  the  school  for  deaf  mutes ;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  School- 
houses,  Public  Buildings. 
Severally  read  once. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  ordinance  establishing  a 
Water  Board  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  Council 
adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  inquired  if  a  quorum  was 
present,  and  a  count  disclosed  the  fact  that  there 
was  not. 

Mi.  Flynn  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Kimball  raised  the  point  that  no  business 
could  be  done  while  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

The  President  said  it  could  be  done  if  no  objec- 
tion is  made. 

Mr.  Kimball  raised  the  point  that  the  President 
must  declare  the  Council  adjourned  when  it  ap- 
peared that  no  quorum  was  present. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  the  Chair  had  no  power  to  de- 
clare the  Council  adjourned ;  it  could  not  be  found 
in  parliamentary  usage  in  this  country,  though  it 
was  competent  for  some  member  to  move  to  ad- 
journ even  if  there  wsre  only  two  present. 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  out  of  order; 
the  Chair  is  aware  that  this  is  a  vexed  question, 
but  so  far  as  the  Common  Council  is  concerned 
the  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  in  the  right, 
and  therefore  does  declare  the  Council  adjourned. 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


239 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    36,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— George  O.  Carpeuter, 
Alvin  P..  Libby,  Christian  Church,  Tyler  street; 
George  W.  Peck,  Congregational  House;  William 
H.  Matthews,  Bacon's  Hall  and  its  vicinity,  Rox- 
bury;  (ieorge  G.  Vinal,  Ferdinand  and  Winches- 
ter streets;  William  H.  Hern,  Church  street  and 
its  vicinity ;  Edmund  Meloney,  7  Green  street  and 
its  vicinity;  John  Roach,  St.  Joseph's  Church, 
Roxbury;  John  Fullerton,  Baltimore  &  Norfolk 
(steamship  Company;  Charles  A.  Hodge,  Franklin 
and  Charles  streets ;  John  Seymour,  7  Wall  street 
and  its  vicinity ;  Charles  E.  Stone,  Monument- 
square  Methodist  Episcopal  Chuich;  Dennis  M. 
Cleary,  Bunker  Hill  street  ?.nd  its  vicinity  ;  Steb- 
bins  H.  Dumas,  Arlington  House  and  its   vicinity. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Jeremiah  Howe. 

Agents,  under  provisions  of  chapter  93,  statutes 
1875,  to  take  the  decennial  census  in  the  city  of 
Boston— George  Sampson,  Orlando  H.  Davenport, 
Herbert  Bent,  William  A.  Brigham,  William  A. 
Cole,  Elisha  G.  Co.ieland,  Elmer  H.  Crooker, 
James  F.  Dunn,  John  Field,  Jr.,  Josiah  Q.  Fuller, 
William  M.  Herrick,  Geortre  B.  Heywood,  Moses 
H.  Hobbs,  Charles  H.  Hovey,  Samuel  H.  Hunne- 
man,  Charles  G.  Hunt,  George  M.  Hyde,  John 
Jackson,  James  C.  Kenyon.  James  H.  Lord, Frank 
C.  MacConnell,  Charles  D.  W.  Marcy,  Darius 
a.  Martin,  Thomas  H.  Mayo, William  E.  Murdock, 
Harlan  P.  Paige,  Ge  nge  H.  Pease,  Henry  J.  Poole, 
Simeon  H.  Presbroy,  Samuel  Spyvee,  Jr.,  William 
B.  Stacev,  T.  Whiting  Stevens,  Jr.,  William  H. 
Ware,  H.' H.  Whipple,  Peter  C.  C.  Whitcomb,  J. 
Fletcher  Whitney.  William  P.  Wtiiteehnrcli. 

ORDERS   OK  NOTICE    RECOMMITTED. 

The  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  in  Wall  street,  Charles- 
town,  and  in  Centre  and  Amory  stieers,  through 
private  hind  to  Boylston  street,  in  Boylsion  <treet 
and  in  Boylston  avenue,  were  considered.  No  one 
appi  ared  to  object,  and  the  subjects  were  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  George  H.  Wal- 
cott,  for  a  hearing  on  the  subject  ot  granting  him 
a  billiard  license  at  City  Point. 

True  West,  for  leave  to  run  a  line  of  coaches 
from  Roxbury  to  the  North  End  depots,  via 
Pynchon  and  Tremont  streets,  Scollav  square, 
and  Court,  Chardon  and  Portland  streets;  and 
petitions  of  E.  C.  Kingsbury,  C.  B.  Farmer,  R.  E. 
Weeks  et  at.,  w  aid  of  the  same. 

'To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  W.E.Woodward,  remonstrance  against 
the  loc:  tion  of  stable  by  S.  J.  Bradlee  at  250  Dud- 
ley street. 

M.  Judd,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood  and 
brick  stable  for  three  horses  on  Merrimack  street, 
No.  127. 

Joseph  P.  Shav  ,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Brookside  ave- 
nue, Jamaica  Plain. 

Smith  Richard",  for  leave  to  occupy  a  uew 
wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  Austin  street,  79 
and  81,  Ward  20. 

H.  I.  Hay  ward,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  two  horses,  on  1  it  corner  Wheatland 
avenue,  Ward  16. 

William  Nichols,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Travers  street, 
No.  86. 

Daniel  Roddan  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wood-  < 
en  stable  for  eleven  additional  horses  on  Merri- 
mac  stieet,  number^  133-135 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Centenni- 
al Celebration.  James  Allen  &  Son,  for  leave  to 
make  a  balloon  ascension  io  this  city  on  June  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Joseph  H.  Beale, 
for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  School 
•street  to  Whitfield  street,  Ward  16. 

Catherine  McCully,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  on  Brighton  avenue. 

W.  P.  Cioss,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  22  Mercer 
si  rest. 


Boston  &  Northwestern  Railroad  Company,  for 
approval  of  a  location  in  this  city. 

John  Gavanagh,  to  move  wooden  building  from 
Brown  avenue  to  unnamed  stieet,  corner  Pine 
street. 

John  Dunnigan,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on  De- 
catur street,  between  Bunker  Hill  and  Vine  streets. 

S.  &  D.  Richards,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Church  court  to  396  Bunker  Hill  street.  Re- 
ferred with  full  powers  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Harris. 

Henry  S.  Washburn  et  al.,  that  Lewis  street, 
East  Boston,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Howland,  Luce  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
hoisting  beam,  etc.,  on  Albany  street,  at  corner  of 
Genesee  street. 

James  Alexander,  agent  Cunard  line  steamers, 
that  Lewis  streer,  East  Boston,  be  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

Nathaniel  Phillips  eta?.,  that  Bowdoin  street, 
Ward  16,  be  put  iD  order. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  C.  F. 
DonneUy  et  al.,  in  aid  of  the]  petition  of  T.  A. 
Splarne,"  for  leave  to  take  charge  of  the  boats  on 
Public  Garden  Pond. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Boston  University,  for  removal  of  certain  restric- 
tions o>  land  on  East  Concord  street,  sold  by  the 
city  to  die  New  England  Female  Medical  College. 

Mary  U.  Johnson,  that  the  city  take  back  a  lot 
of  land  on  Newbury  stieet  and  refund  such  Dait 
of  the  monev  paid  as  may  be  deemed  equitable. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Israel  Huckins,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken 
at  734  Shatvmut  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  S.  H.  Munson,  for  leave  to 
erect'  a  woooen  building  situated  near  Rogers 
avenue,  Ward  15. 

Jnmes  S.  Bean,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  situated  on  Hittioger's  wharf,  Water 
street,  Ward  20. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Grand  Junction  whart. 

Eben  P.  <jlivei ,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at  37 
Monmojth  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  E.  M.  Cobb,  for  a 
sewer  iu  South  Market  stieet,  from  Commercial 
street  to  Atlantic  avenue. 

Patrick  McMorrow,  et  al.,  foi  leave  to  fill  up  the 
old  channel  of  Stony  Brook  on  their  premises. 

J  J.  McCarthy  et  al  ,  tor  a  sewer  in  Cherry 
street,  between  Dove  and  Quincy  streets. 

Jonn  S.  Leonard  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Adams 
stieet,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
District.  Notice  of  Jonas  B.  Hildreth  of  surren- 
der of  interest  in  estate  of  Andrew  W.  Newman  on 
Northampton-street  District. 

METROPOLITAN     RAILROAD. 

Petitions  were  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  as  follows: 

For  a  double  track  on  Columbus  avenue  from 
Berkeley  street  to  Park  square,  thence  through 
Park  square  to  connect  with  the  tracks  now  laid  in 
Berkeley,  Boylston  and  Charles  streets. 

For  a  turnout  on  Tremont  street  neai  Hillside 
avenue. 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

For  leave  to  construct  a  temporary  track  from 
Clarendon  street  to  Dartmouth  street,  with  suita- 
ble connections,  for  the  purpose  of  accommodat- 
ing visitors  to  Barnum's  Hippodrome. 

Alderman  Power  stated  that  it  was  desirable  to 
lay  this  track  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  purpose 
of  accommodating  witors  to  the  Hippodrome, 
and  he  moved  that  the  pttition  be  granted,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Wortbington  wanted  to  know  what 
was  intended.  Since  he  had  been  in,  the  tempora- 
ry tracks  bad  been  allowed,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  get  them  up,  as  for  instance  the  track  in  State 
street.  It  is  time  for  the  city  to  make  a  little  in- 
vestigation into  what  the  railroads  are  after,  in 
petitioning  for  tracks  io  almost  every  street. 

Alderman  Power  understood  it  to  be  solely  for 
the  accommodation  of  those  going  to  the  exhibi- 
tion, and  as  one  of  the  committee  be  would  not  do 
anything  toward  a  permanent  track  there  without 
bringing  the  matter  before  the  Boaid. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  ha'i  no. official  intimation  that  the  Hippo- 
drome was  to  be  exhibited  in  Boston. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  to  amend  by  pro- 
viding that  the  track  be  removed  on  the  day  after 
the  exhibition. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  as  a  substitute  that 
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the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Paving,  as  they  could  repoit  back  in  a  week. 

Alderman  Power  believed  the  petition  for  a 
temporary  track  was  made  in  good  faith  and  the 
committee  would  cot  grant  it  unless  they  were 
cor  vinced  that  it  was  so. 

Alderman  "Worthington  said  that  was  precisely 
the  condition  under  which  the  State-street  track 
was  laid,  and  yet  it  bas  been  impossible  to  remove 
it,  and  he  did  not  want  any  more  of  that  business. 
He  had  no  objection  to  alio  .vine  it  to  remain  two 
davs  after  the  exhibition. 

Alderman  Power  oid  n't  tliink  tbs  road  was  to 
blame  for  letting  the  track  remain  iu  State  street, 
siace  the  Board  had  virtually  given  a  permit  to  let 
it  remain. 

Alderman  Worthington  denied  that  any  permit 
had  been  given ;  the  Board  had  simply  refused  to 
pass  an  order  requiring  iis  removal. 

Alderman  Burrage  tbougbt  the  committee  would 
have  no  objection  to  Alderman  Worthmgton's 
amendment,  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  granting 
the  permit  would  be  that  the  track  should  be  re- 
moved at  once. 

The  amendment  of  Alder  nan  Prescott  was 
adopted,  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  for  1  <nd  damages — Cynthia  W. 
Baichelder,  $456.50,  Shawmut  avenue;  C.  F.  & 
Caroline  Friese,  $2320,  Broad  street;  "William  Han- 
non,  $243.04,  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  16;  J?,mes  Jes- 
sup,  $2000,  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  16;  Henrietta 
Goldsnvth,  $3486,  Gore  avenue;  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company,  $2771.50,  Lincoln  street,  Ward 
19;  Jolin  Lamb,  $1242,  Shawmut  avenue:  Lucinda 
M.  Avery,  $102.50,  Shawmut  avenue.  Severally 
passed. 

Order  to  declare  land  forfeited  to  the  city  by 
Michael  Geraughty,  on  Hanover  street,  for  breach 
of  conditions.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  License  Commis- 
sioners at  $3500  each.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOB  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Remonstrance  of  Abbott  Lawrence.  Referred. 

Majority  and  minority  leports  and  order  on  the 
subject  of  the  pay  of  laborers  employed  by  the 
city  (City  Doc.  No.  40, 1875)  came  up  recommitted 
to  Committee  on  Health,  with  directions  to  repoit 
an  order  fixing  the  wages  of  laborers  at  a  certain 
rate  per  diem. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  it  better  for  the 
committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  rate  of  wages;  and  he  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  words  "report  an  order"  and  in- 
sert "consider  the  expediency  of"  (fixing  the 
wages,  etc.) 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  imendment  en- 
tirely useless,  as  it  would  cause  unnecessary  de- 
lay. 

Alrierman  Prescott  said  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries had  gone  over  the  «  bole  subject  a od  wete 
satisfied  with  the  present  system.  The  order  at 
wesent  directs  the  committee  to  make  a  change. 

Alderman  Power  tbougnt  the  committee  could 
consider  the  subject  and  repoit  back  wbat  they 
deemed  best. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed.    Sent  clown. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Benjamin  Deal,  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions, in  place  of  S.  A.  Deulo,  chosen  by  this 
Board.  The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Alder- 
men Viles  and  O'Brien  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported 
that  Sylvanus  A.  Denio  had  received  eight  votes 
and  Benjamin  Dean  four  votes.  Mr.  Denio  was 
declared  elected  in  non-concurrence.  Ceitificate 
sent  up. 

The  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
on  observance  of  the  17tb  of  June,  consisting  of 
the  Mayor,  the  Chair  man  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, the  President  of  the  Commou  Council  and 
the  Centennial  Committee,  came  up,  amended  by 
iucieasiug  said  committee  to  one  member  from 
each  ward,  except  the  wards  already  represented. 

Alderman  Quincy  hoped  the  Board  would  non- 
concur in  the  amendment,  as  a  small  committee 
was  more  practicable  for  work  than  a  large  one; 
besides,  they  operate  in  conjunction  with  commit- 
tees of  the  State  and  of  tlie  Monument  Associa- 
tion 

The  Board  refused  to  concur  in  tbe  amendment. 
Sent  down. 

The  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 


petition  of  T.  A.  Splain,  to  take  charge  of  the 
boats  on  the  Public  Garden  Pond,  came  up  re- 
committed to  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Con- 
curred. 

An  order  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2000,  for 
improveme  ts  on  Orchard  Patk,  came  up  referied 
to  Committae  on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Order  authorizing  the  Auditor  to  withhold  from   ■ 
Sinking  Fund  the  sum   Deretofoie  appropriated 
for   laying   a   curb    along   Tiemont-street   mall. 
Passed. 

Orders  authorizing  expe<  dirures  of  not  exceed- 
ing the  following  amounts,  on  armories,  viz. :  1, 
Comr  any  C,  Ninth  Regiment,  at  1557  "Washington 
street,  $300;  2.  Company  A.  Fifth  Regiment,  on 
Elm  street,  ChailestOMii,  $250;  3.  Company  G, 
Ninth  Regiment,  at  11  City  squaie,  Charlestown, 
$200.    Severally  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

SUFFOLK    COUNTV  JAIL. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $2145.14,  for  tl  e  expenses  of 
Suffolk  County  Jail  for  April,  w  lich,  being  ap- 
proved, was  ordered  paid. 

REVENUE  FROM  LIQUOR  LICENSES, 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  having  considered 
the  question  of  meeting  the  expenses  incurred  in 
enforcing  tbe  license  law  of  1875,  and  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  revenue  to  be  received  from  the  grant- 
ing of  licenses  under  the  same,  would  respect- 
fully report  the  accompanying  ordei.  For  the 
committee.  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Chairman . 

Ordered,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Board  of  License  Commissioners  and  all  other  ex- 
penses incurred  in  carrying  out  the  act  of  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  of  1875,  "to  regu- 
late the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,"  including 
rent  of  rooms  foi  said  commissioners,  be  defraved 
from  the  revenue  leceived  from  1  'eensr s  and  fees 
authorized  to  be  collected  by  said  act;  that  the 
Treasurer  transmit  to  the  Auditor  ot  Accounts  on 
the  first  of  each  mouth  the  amount  received  by 
him  tbe  preceding  month  from  tbe  l  forementiouell 
source,  together  with  tbe  amount  he  has  paid  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Commo;  wealth  as  required 
by  section  10  of  said  act:  tbe  balance  of  said  rev- 
enue at  the  close  of  each  financial  year,  if  any,  re- 
maining after  complying  with  the  aforesaid  re- 
qu:i  emeu  ts.  shall  be'paid  to  the  Commissioners 
on  the  Sinking  Funds  for  the  redemption  of  the 
debt  of  the  city  to  be  by  them  used  forthe  put  pose 
of  purchasing  "and  cancelling  debt. 

Order  read  once. 

INCREASE   OF  THE   POLICE  FORCE. 

Aldermau  Burrage  submitted  tbe  following, 
from  tbe  Committee  oo  Police: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the 
maximum  number  of  members  of  the  Police  De- 
partment, ol  all  ranks,  be  fixed  at  700 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Piescott. 
Aldermaii  Bunage  said  this  was  an  increase  .f 
thirty-six  patiolmen. 

foe  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Subsequently  a  communication  was  received 
from  the  Mayor,  nominating  the  following-;  auied 
persons  for  members  of  thj  police  force:  Cvius  A. 
Roak,  Lorenzo  B.  Hull.  William  H.  Cleg,  Charles 
W.  Boyer,  ihomas  B.  Clark,  William  O.  Libby. 
Charles  Gillette,  J.  Henry  t.i ay.  James  K.  Glass. 
Ed^in  Lougee,  Calvin  S.  Robiu-on.  .lames  r. 
Cunningham,  George  L.  Copeland,  Amos  H.  Esta- 
brook,  James  J.  Nott,  Roscoe  D.  Biown,  Richard 
L.  Thayer.  Henry  L.  Robinson,  William  F.  Perrv, 
A.  Juclsou  Morton,  George  W.  Cutter,  Daniel  H. 
Bridgham,  Amr.rose  H.  Abbott,  Charles  W. 
Glynn,  Reuben  Maish.  Daniel  B.  Alley,  John  H. 
Moulton,  Jeremiah  Murray.  Jeremiah  J.  Downey. 
John  H.  Connor,  William  D.  Mahoney,  Jeremiah 
Louey,  Jpines  F.  Hogan.  Thomas  Kivlan,  Edward 
L.  Fitzgerald,  Michael  Dempsey,  Otis  D.  Gately. 
Daniel  A.  Crorrin,  Cornelius  F.  Horgan.  John  M. 
Finn. 

Referred,  on  motion  ol  Alderman  Burrage.  to 
the  Committee  on  Police. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORPEHS. 

Aldermau  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Taviug,  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw- on 
petiiio-.is  of  Hiiam  W.  Smith,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Washington  street,  near  Coin  hill; 
John  W.  Olmstead.  robe  paid  for  giade  damages 
at  12  Cornhill.    Accepted. 

Repoit  recommending  that  the  petition  of  VaJ- 
en'ine  Hcmer.for  leave  to  place  a  lantern  in  front 
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of  his  store,  1863  Washington  street,  Roxbury,  be 
grantee,  umicr  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving.    Accepted. 

Outers  directing  the  Supe rintendent  of  Streets 
to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  :md  pave  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  estate  of  Thomas  S.  ManahaD, 
Xos.  1  and  3  St.  Charlej  street;  to  furr.ish  and  set 
edgescones  in  f.ontof  estate  ot  Frii-de.ack  Rie- 
dell,  Boylston  str  et,  West  Roxbuty;  to  pave  the 
Sidewalk  with  buck  in  front  of  estate  of  John  W. 
Oldham,  No.  20  Mercer  street ;  schedules  of  the 
cost  of  the  same  to  be  reported  to  the  board.  Sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  ttie  City  Surveyor  be  uirecred  to 
furnish  to  Asa  H.  Caton  the  grade  of  West  Ches- 
ter park,  as  established  by  the  Hoard  of  Aid  r- 
meu,  July  5, 1875. 

Rtad  twice  and  passed. 

Older  to  pay  F.  ().  Prince,  trustee,  $490,  for 
damages  to  estates  17  to  23  Cornhli,  by  changing 
of  grade  of  said  street;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Washington-street  Extersion. 
Bead  twice  and  pass-  d. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  estaDlish  the  grade  of 
Eliot  street,  between  Pcnd  and  Centre  streets. 
War  I  17,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  01  said 
stieet,  drawn  by  the  City  Sutveyor,  dated  April 
20, 1875,  and  deposited  in  the  ofhee  of  said  City 
Surveyor, 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintends  t  ot  Streets 
be  directed  to  build  a  retaining  wall  at  the  end  of 
Berwick  park,  on  the  line  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad.    Estimated  cost,  ^5500. 

Head  twice  and  passed. 

omered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  West  Cottage  street  as  laid  out 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  from  Wood- 
ville  square  to  Brook  avenue.  Estimated  cost, 
$6000. 

Heat  twice  and  pasted. 

Ordered,  That  the  sura  of  $1.68  be  abated  from 
t  Vie  side  vatk  assessment  of  James  Regan,  No.  147 
London  street;  that  the  sum  of  $122  be  abated 
from  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  James  Monks  on 
K  street;  both  the  a  ove  being  tor  errors  in  meas- 
urement. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Bower,  for.the  Committee  on  Raving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  the 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  for  the  location  of  a 
turnout  tiack  on  Cambridge  street,  near  the 
Somerville  line,  reported  lite  following  order  of 
location: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore planted  to  the  Middlesex  Railro  d  Company 
to  1  iy  down  rracks  in  several  of  the  street'  of  the 
city  of  Bo. ton,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  construct  a  turnout  on  Cambridge  stieet,  be- 
tween Brighton  and  tarter  streets,  Charlestown; 
:  aid  turnout  being  showi  by  red  lines  on  a  pi  n 
dra  n  oy  Barbour  &  Hodges,  civil  engineers, 
dated  April  19, 1875,  and  deposited  La  the  office  of 
toe  Superintendent  of  Streets.  The  right  co  lay 
down  the  tracts  located  by  this  order  is  upon 
the  conditiou  that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down 
said  track- and  the  form  of  rad  to  be  u-ed  shall 
be  under  th<-  diiection  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also 
upon  the  condition  that  the  entire  space  occupied 
by  said  turnout,  including  the  space  between  the 
tracks,  shall  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks 
to  the  en  ire  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets.  Also  upon  the  condition  that  said 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this 
order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to 
comply  with  the  condition ;  herein  contained,  and 
file  said  acceptance  a<.d  agreement  with  the  City 
Clerk,  within  thirty  nays  ot  the  date  of  its  pas- 
sage ;  orhet  wise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STREET    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  folio  sing  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages  as  follows: 

Northampton-street  District — Heirs  of  James 
Good,  §1072,  for  land  taken  in  name  of  Eliza  Good, 
in  widening  Hunneman  street;  Christian  Rechel, 
$4515.50,  extension  of  East  Lenox  street. 

Widening  of  Shawmut  avenue  — Hiram  John- 
son, $400;  Anna  M.  Abele,  $116,  for  land  taken  in 
name  of  Francis  J.  Abele ;  Caroline  Homer, 
$349.25;  Robert  Simpson,  $1223.60. 


Widening  Leverett  Street— Dennis  F.  Flagg, 
$1085. 

Severally  lead  oncp. 

Order  giving  notice  to  Hf  nry  Dear,  heirs  of  Wil- 
liam Maboney  and  Moses  Colbv  to  quit  on  Thorn- 
dike  street  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  May 
next.    Parsed. 

Report  re  ommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Ann  Vanier  for  hearing  in  relation 
to  betterments  and  damages  on  Shawmut  avenue. 
Accepted. 

BRIGHTON     STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following: 
The  Comraitles  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted, with  the,r  report  of  Api  ll  12,  1875,  of  leaye 
to  withdraw  thereon,  the  accompanying  petition 
of  Thomas  G.  Lewis  and  oiheis,  for  a  revision  of 
certain  betterments  assess-d  to  them  by  the 
town  of  Brighton,  and  tor  a  hearing  upon  the 
same,  beg  leave  to  reafirm  their  previous  ie- 
port,  that  it  is  the  deliberate  and  unanim  >us  con- 
viction of  this  committee  that  it  is  not  expedient 
for  the  city  to  alter  the  assessments  of  better- 
ments of  the  town  of  Brighton  made  previous  to 
annexation,  and  consequently  unnecessary  that 
these  petitioners  should  not  be  heard  in  the  mat- 
tei,and  tnat  they  therefore  be  granted  leave  to 
withdraw.    Foi  the  committee 

John  T.  Clark,  Chairman. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  had  b?ea  requested  by 
a  get;  tleinan  present  iepie5euti:ig  t(je  petitioners 
in  this  case  to  ask  for  a  hearing  before  the  full 
Board,  and  he  made  that  motion. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  was  one  of  nu- 
merous ca.es  that  occurred  in  Brighton  before  an- 
nexation, which  th  committre  bad  considered 
and  given  repeated  hearings  on.  The  committee 
believed  the  selectmen  of  Brighton  Lad  settled 
the  cases  honestly  and  fairly.  It  was  remarkable 
that  t.  e  uioment  anuexation  cook  place  these  pe- 
titions bega  i  to  come  in  here.  If  the  Board  de- 
sired to  hear  Mr.  Wightman  talk  he  had  no  ob- 
jection. 

Aldeiman  Power  knew  l.othii.g  of  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and  had  no  doubt  the  decision  was  a 
proper  one ;  but  he  ma  e  the  motion  out  of  respect 
for  the  counsel,     lio  was  preseut. 

Alderman  Clark  [Aldeiman  Power  in  the  chair], 
said  to  open  this  case  would  cause  the  reopening 
of  many  otheis.  The  committee  had  voted  not  to 
reopen  these  cases,  as  they  believed  the  selectmen 
of  Brighton  fully  undei stood  them,  and  had  set- 
tled tnem  equitably.  Other  parties  had  been 
treated  m  the  same  way  and  had  finally  settled 
the  cases.  This  case  had  been  as  fairly  treated  as 
any  bttore  the  committee. 

AU'.errnau  Stebbins  said  the  city  is  responsible 
for  debts  due  from  the  town  of  Brighton;  he  had 
understood  that  the  parties  in  this  case  had  had 
no  opportunity  to  appear  before  the  selectmen, 
and  their  only  recourse  was  to  come  to  ths  Board. 
He  could  see.  no  harm  in  hearing  the  statement  of 
the  petitioneis. 

Alderman  Clark  said  the  petitioners  bad  never 
been  refused  a  hearing;  the  committee  had 
paumtly  listened  to  all  thsse  cases  and  had  given 
tbem  leave  ..o  withoiaw  when  they  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient, and  had  granted  relief  when  it  was 
needed. 

Alderman  Prescott  had  never  known  a  case 
whete  parties  asking  for  a  hearing  had  been  re- 
fused, and  if  a  hearing  was  granted  last  ye  r  to  a 
petitioner  for  a  billiard  saloon  at  City  Point,  this 
one  certainly  should  be  heard. 

Alderman  Clark  bopcd  tpe  Board  would  under- 
stand that  th-  hearing  of  this  case  would  he 
the  prelude  to  numerous  other  petitions  for  hear- 
ings on  similar  petitions. 

Alderman  Power  [Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair] 
said  it  was  trie  rule  to  gr.nt  hearings  when  re- 
quested, and  out  of  respect  for  the  petitioner  and 
his  counsel  he  thought  it  should  be  dons.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  committee  were  right,  but  he  fa- 
vored hearing  cbe  petitioner's  statement. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  Board 
hear  all  the  petitions  tor  compensation  for  grade 
damages  in  Brighton  at  the  s-  me  time. 

Aide-man  Stebbins  asked  if  such  parties  had 
asked  for  a  heai  mg ;  tuis  was  a  petition  asking 
for  a  hearing  before  the  full  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  it  had  been  heard 
by  the  committee,  and  to  grant  this  would  open 
the  door  for  many  other  cases  in  Dorchester,  Rox- 
bury and  other  places. 

Alderman  Burr-age  said  he  should  favor  the 
hearing,  as  it  was  vhe  invariable  rule,  and  hoped 
the  statement  would  be  brief. 
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Alderman  Worthington's  n.Oiton  was  lost — yeas 
1,  navs  11 — Alderman  Worthington  voting  yea. 

Aldermao  Power  cited  other  cases  where  hear- 
ings were  given  as  precedents  for  granting  tois 
one— one  specially  ot  a  man  who  was  charged  with 
having  been  before  the  courts  as  a  crimii.al.  The 
course  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  had  been  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  that  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets— to  adheie  to  the  decisions  of  che  select- 
men. 

The  Board  voted  to  grant  the  petitioner  a  hear- 
ing—yeas 7,  Days  5. 

•Yeas  —  Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins — 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Claik,  Pope,  Viles, 
"Worthington— 5. 

Ex-Mayor  Joseph  M.  Wighcman  appeared  for 
the  petitioners,  aud  said  he  Had  no  idea  that  the 
petition  would  create  so  muchfseling.  The  case 
is  distinctive  in  its  chaiacter  and  separate  in  all 
its  parts.  He  had  appealed  to  the  committee,  but 
the  chairman  said  they  would  bear  him,  but  would 
in  no  case  revise  tbe  statement.  The  committee 
do  not  want  to  open  tbe  dooi  for  long  hearings.  The 
town  had  made  an  erroneous  assessment,  and  the 
city  is  to  collect  tbe  money.  The  committee  had 
never  notified  him  that  he  would  be  heard  by  them. 
The  land  affected  was  situated  on  Bigelow 
Hill,  the  owner  being  obliged  in  1869  to  lay  out  a 
whole  street,  because  the  adjoining  proprietor 
refused  to  join  in  the  improvement.  One  foot  of 
land  on  the  line  next  to  the  adjoining  proprietor 
was  left.  The  land  was  built  upon,  the  street 
graded  and  the  gutters  paved.  In  July,  1873,  tne 
selectmen,  without  any  hearing,  o  r  giving  toe  usual 
notice,  laid  this  street  out  fifty  feet  wide  (it  had 
been  forty)  for  the  purpose  of  taking  off 
this  land  and  bringing  the  adjoining  pro- 
prietor on  a  street.  It  wis  not  done  for  public 
convenience;  the  abutters  were  content.  The 
petitioners  complain  that  on  the  easterly  side  are 
thuteen  estates  built;  on  the  other  side  Mr. 
Champney  has  eight  acres;  the  street  was  laid 
out  only  so  far  as  Mr.  Gerrish's  and  Chainp- 
Dey's  lice  goes.  The  complaint  is  not  that  the 
etreet  was  laid  out.  but  that  when  the  assessment 
was  made  upon  tbe  owner*  of  eleven  little  cot- 
tages on  tbe  west  fide,  and  only  one-third  on  the 
eight  acies  of  Mr.  Chain  pney,  wbile  auother  party 
on  the  Champney  side  is  assessed  nothing  and  an- 
other on  the  other  side  is  assessed  over  $460.  On 
one  line  of  621  feet  occupied  by  cottage  houses, 
all  accommodated  and  the  owners  asking  for 
nothing,  whether  thev  should  be  compelled 
to  pay  two  thirds  of  the  expense  to  open 
the  lots  on  the  other  side  for  building.  The  bet- 
terment principle  was  never  intended  to  be  an  act 
of  oppression.  He  could  have  made  this  same 
statement  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  it  be  had 
had  the  opportunity.  The  notice  of  the  assess- 
ments came  Jan.  3, 1874,  and  there  was  no  one  but 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  appeal  to.  He  did  not 
intsnd  to  censure  the  Commatee  on  Streets, 
and  bad  merely  desired  to  prevent  them  from 
having  to  open  any  oth-r  cases.  Mr.  Wiglituian 
explained  the  n  eanitig  of  the  betterment  law,  and 
aske-i  whether  it  was  equitable  that  the  man  whose 
land  is  opened  up  as  the  Champney  estate  was, 
should  be  paid  for  his  land  and  be  assessed  only 
one-third  the  cost,  while  those  little  estates  on  the 
other  side,  already  accommodated,  should  be  as- 
sessed two-thirds?  He  believed  the  Board  too 
just  to  attempt  to  cover  into  the  city  treasury  an 
assessment  that  is  unjust. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
committed, as  perhaps  the  committee  had  re- 
ceived new  light  on  the  subject. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  committee  had 
heard  the  same  statement  two  or  three  times  be- 
fore Mr.  Wigbtman  became  connected  with  the 
case,  and  after  considering  it  had  recommend*  d 
leave  to  withdraw. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  thy  matter  was 
laid  on  tbe  table. 

THE    NEW  CHARTER. 

Tbe  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  6 
P.  M.,  viz.,  the  draft  of  the  new  charter,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  passage  of  the  order  requesting 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in 
session  for  a  charter  s  iibstantially  in  accordance 
with  its  provisions. 

Alderman  Power — As  this  matter  has  been  so 
thoroughly  discussed  in  committee  of  the  whole 
and  by  the  Board,  I  suppose  it  is  hardly  necessary 
for  me  to  take  time  with  any  remarks  upon  it.  I 
have  already  expiessed  my  sentiments  upon  it, 
and  picked  out  what  little  good  I  supposed  there 


was  in  it  and  indorsed  that,  and  it  is  now  be- 
fore the  Government  as  a  separate  maiter.  The 
balance  of  it,  as  I  remarked  before,  I  hope 
will  never  be  indorsed  by  this  City  Government, 
though  I  suppose  it  is  ustless  for  me  to  ex- 
press any  such  hope  here,  as  by  the  action  already- 
taken  by  s,  bare  majority  of  the  committee  on  toe 
wnole  they  are  disposed  to  adopt  this  chartei.  I 
wil'  simply  say  that  I  could  wish  that  the  action 
of  the  Board  would  be  otheiwise;  and  that  this 
mattei  could  have  been  delayed  anc  laid  over  tdl 
later  in  the  year,  until  the  gentlemen  who  have 
been  here  but  a  short  time  could  have  had  more 
experience  and  knowledge  of  the  present  form  of 
this  Government;  for,  as  i  have  said  before,  I 
cannot  see  how  it  can  be  possible  for 
gentlemen  who  have  bad  but  a  few  months' 
experience  in  this  Board  to  see  any  reason 
for  indorsing  this  complete  overturning  of  the 
Government.  I  have  been  here  nearly  four  years, 
and  1  fail  to  see  any  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, except  that  of  schools,  that  is  not  well  man- 
aged on  the  whole.  There  is  no  City  Government 
iu  this  or  any  other  country,  iD  my  opinion,  that  is 
and  has  been  managed  so  honestly  and  economi- 
cally as  the  one  iu  Boston,  ihere  is  evidence  in 
every  direction  that  the  City  Government  of  Bos- 
ton is  all  that  it  should  be,  except  in  the  one  I  have 
mentioned,  and  I  think  the  new  proposition  will 
remedy  that,  and  it  can  be  passed  upon  without 
overturning  the  present  system  by  adopting  the 
new  charter.  It  this  matter  were  delayed  tilllater 
in  the  year  I  don't  think  it  would  be'iodorstd  Dy 
this  Board  of  Aldermen.  When  tbe  great  tire  oc- 
cuired  and  half  the  city  was  burned,  every- 
body was  excited  and  thought  there  must  be  a 
change,  this  idea  of  commissions  vvas  started 
at  once.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  fire 
Commission;  taey  have  done  as  well  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  gentlemen  to  do  with  thrir  limited  ex- 
perience and  knowledge  of  such  matters,  and 
if  they  have  done  well  it  is  because  this 
Board  have  some  power  over  them;  we 
have  criiicised  thaui  and  held  them  uu  to 
a  strict  account.  It  was  expected  that  they  would 
make  a  reform;  they  were  created  for  t.liat  pur- 
pose; we  have  power  over  them  and  have  criti- 
cized them,  and,  to  use  a  common  saying,  we  have 
kept  them  on  their  good  behavioral!  the  time. 
But  take  away  all  this  power  from  tbis  Board,  and 
what  guarantee  have  you  of  economical  uionage- 
meut?  None  at  all.  Let  them  have  supreme  ccn- 
tiol,  and  a  different  ste.te  of  things  you  will  have. 
That  is  the  result  where  commissions  have  ruled, 
in  every  other  city.  The  Board  of  Health 
is  continually  cited.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against 
them.  I  think  they  have  done  as  well  as  auy 
gentlemen  could  with  their  limited  knowledge  of 
the  busintss;  but  it  is  because  we  have  power 
over  them,  and  if  they  don't  do  well  we  can  say 
sometaing  about  it.  But  tbis  charter  appears  to 
take  away  all  power  fiom  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen. 
The  Alderman  lrom  Ward  9  said  you  could  not 
get  good  meu  to  serve  on  the  School  Committee, 
and  that  you  would  get  cheap  men.  >Vby?  Be- 
cause the' six  managers  are  supposed  to  do  all  the 
business,  and  men  who  would  Oe  qualified  to  fill 
positions  ou  the  School  Committee  were  so  limit- 
ed in  their  powers  that  they  were  nonentities. 
So  it  will  be  in  this  Government.  You  would  u't 
accept  the  position  of  Aldfrtnan  under  such  a 
chartei  as  this.  Men  would  simply  come  here  to 
sit  and  confirm  what  his  Honor  said  and  did,  and 
yon  need  n't  meet  Dut  twice  a  year.  I  say  it  would 
be  impossible  to  get  men  of  integrity  or  respon- 
sibility to  come  here  uucer  such  a  state  ot  things. 
The  gentleman  put  it  rruly  when  he*  id  that  of 
the  School  Committee.  But  that  has  all  been  gone 
over  before,  and  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  take 
time  in  discussing  it  uow.  If  it  could  lie 
delayed  I  am  satisfied  that  the  gentlemen  would 
feel  as  I  do,  that  under  the  present  system  this 
Government  could  be  managed  efficiently,  hon- 
estly, effectively  aud  ecouomically.  It  always 
has  been  salrt— it  is  so  today— that  this  Govern- 
ment is  a  pattern,  aud  that  there  is  no  other  in 
this  country  to  compare  with  it.  That  fact  can- 
cot  be  disputed.  This  mania  for  commissions  is 
a  bad  omen,  for  there  is  no  need  of  them. 
I  feel  sure  that  the  people  do  not  want 
them,  and  uever  will  consent  to  part  with 
their  present  liberties  and  powet.  It  is  a  con- 
venient way  of  dispensing  with  the  inconveniences 
of  calling  the  citizens  together  every  year,  for 
that  is  about  what  it  amounts  to.  It  can:  ot  mat- 
ter what  action  this  Board  fakes,  for  the  charter 
cannot  pass  the  Legislature  this  year,  am;  1  could 
hope,  for  the  credit  of  the  members  of  tbe   City 
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Government,  tbat  they  would  allow  sufficient  time 
to  understand  tbe  present  Government  in  all  its 
parts.  I  cannot  believe  that  I  am  so  much  be- 
Death  the  rest  of  the  new  members  of  this  Board  in 
intellect  and  perception.  Tney  have  learned  in  four 
months  what  t  have  tailed  to  leaui  in  four  years. 
It  is  not  possible  lor  them  to  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  workings  of  all  the  depai  tinents ;  if  they 
had  they  would  not  vote  to  pass  this  charter.  But 
I  hope  it  will  not  pass  and  I  move  that  it  bo  laid 
on  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
and  the  motion  was  lost — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen   Hams,  Power.  Viles,  Worth- 
ingiou— 4. 

Nays  —  Aldermen     Bigelow,     Burrage,    Clark, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins— 8. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  new  city  charter,  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioners,  after  being  pulled  to 
pieces  by  the  committee  of  the  City  Council  and 
ths  Board  of  Aldermen  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
still  retains  many  of  the  leading  features  that 
made  the  commissioners'  charter  so  marked  a 
document.  It  is  objectionable  becauae  it  gives 
too  much  power  to  the  Mayor  and  to  boards  of 
commission  whom  tbe  people  have  no  voice  in  se- 
lecting and  because  it  completely  ignores  the  old 
charter  that  has  stoon  the  test  of  fifty-two  years. 
Durli  g  this  period  Bostou  has  stood  at  the  head 
of  American  cities  for  good  government,  law  and 
order,  and  the  strict  enforcement  of  all  municipal 
regulations.  This  t act  cannot  be  denied.  Now,  a 
great  ana  radical  change  is  about  to  be  introduced 
—a  change  nevej  asked  for  or  demanded  by  the 
people— and  the  only  reason  given  for  this  great 
change  is  the  enlargement  of  thecity.  This  reason 
does  not,  appeal  to  me  sufficient.  What 
has  woikcd  well  for  fifty-two  years  is  at 
least  worth  preserving,  and  if  alterations 
are  necessary  such  alteration;  should  be 
made  on  the  foundation  of  our  present  charter. 
Even  without  any  change,  is  there  any  depart- 
ment of  the  City  Government  that  is  not  efficient? 
The  only  mistakes  that  have  be.cn  made  are  where 
we  have  departed  from  old  landmarks,  and  I  pro- 
pose to  show,  by  a  few  tacts  and  figures,  to  what 
extent  our  citizens  have  been  ma  do  to  suffer  by 
these  new  cieations — in  the  shape  ot  expensive 
commission-— and  they  can  judge  how  much  more 
tbey  will  have  to  suffer  wheo  every  department  of 
the  City  Government  is  in  thp  hands  of  commis- 
sions over  whom  the  people  have  no  direct  con- 
trol. Tbe  new  charter  is  objectionable  because  it 
takes  rights  and  privileges  from  the  people  and 
implies  that  they  are  not  capable  ot  self-govern- 
meut.  For  years  our  city  has  been  looked  upon 
s  g  model  city,  our  citizens  of  a  high  order  ot 
intelligence,  and  we  have  been  educating  our 
children  up  to  the  highest  possible  standard 
to  sustain  this  reputation.  It  now  costs 
forty  nine  collars  per  year  to  educate  a 
child  in  our  public  schools,  while  in  18C3  the 
CO' t  wasenly eighteen  dollars,  butcotwitbstandiug 
this  lavish  expenditure  of  money  to  make  good 
and  intelligent  citizens,  we  are  afraid  to  intiust 
them  any  longer  with  the  management  of  their 
affairs.  The  people  must  now  be  put  under  the 
guardianship  of  a  Mayor  and  boards  <>¥  commis- 
sions, although  these  boards  in  other  cities  have,  in 
many  instances,  turned  out  to  be  boards  and  rings 
of  corruption.  We  have  no  Tweeds  among  us 
row,  but  if  we  adopt  the  commissions  provided 
for  in  the  new  charter,  and  confer  so  much  power 
upon  them,  we  do  not  know  how  sooa  such  char- 
acters will  make  their  appearance.  I  now  pro- 
pose to  show  what  some  of  these  commissions 
have  already  cost  our  taxpayers,  and  if  we  go  on 
increasing  them  our  city  will  soon  roll  up  a  debt 
tbat  will  be  alarming  to  contemplate. 

The  Street  Department,  and  Amount  Expended 
on  Streets.  The  expenses  of  this  depaitment  for 
fifteen  years,  including  paving,  grading,  lighting, 
bridges,  street  widening,  and  air  extt.i  improve- 
ments in  oneoing,  including  also  the  Fort  Hill  im- 
provement, tbe  Suffolk  street  improvement,  the 
Church-street  improvement,  the  Northampton- 
street  improvement,  sewers,  and  in  fact  all  im- 
provement? connected  with  the  streets,  have  been 
as  follows : 

1860-1 #990,120  1868-9 $2,536,710 

1861-2 781,401  1869-70 4,881,691 

1862-3 577,819  1870-1 4,370,474 

1863-4 435.037  1871-2 4,418,605 

1864-5 563.524  1872-3 5,795,422 

1865-6 724,255  1873-4 8,443,907 

1866-7 742,754  1874-5 3,709,988 

1867-8 1,307,442 

Here  is  a  total  expenditure  for  streets,  during 


the  past  fifteen  years,  of  upwards  of  $40,000,000, 
of  which  $20,738,396  were  expended  during  the 
past  five  years,  while  the  Street  Commission  has 
been  organized,  against  $13,440,753  for  the  previ- 
ous ten  years.  In  five  years  we  have  expended 
more  than  double  the  amount  expended  for 
the  previous  ten  years.  A  portion  of  these 
expenditures  were  forced  upon  us  by  the  great 
fire  of  November,  1872,  but  a  still  greater  poition 
has  been  forced  upon  us  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, whose  business  leads  them  to  study  and 
push  forward  improvements.  I  do  not  mean  to 
find  fault  with  the  gentlemen  on  the  Street  Com- 
mission. Their  work  speaks  for  itself.  The 
widening  of  Hanover  street,  the  opening  of  Wash- 
ington and  Devonshire  streets,  and  the  widening 
ami  laying  out  of  the  streets  on  the  burnt  district, 
have  been  great  improvements,  and  no  one  would 
like  to  undo  tbem;  but  what  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  i"  the  fact  that  with  the  inauguration  of 
commissions  we  are  indebted  to  inci eased  ex- 
penditmes,  increased  taxation,  and  a  large  in- 
crease in  our  debt.  The  taxpayers  are  already 
beginning  to  feel  that  they  have  doneenoupb  for 
their  day  and  generation.  and  that  th  *  services  of 
the  Street  Commission  could  be  very  well  dispens- 
ed with  for  the  next  ten  years,  so  far  as  widening 
streets  is  concerned.  Streets  could  be  wide..ed, 
laid  out  and  improved  in  the  suburbs  at  scarcely 
any  cost;  but  such  work,  where  large  sums  of 
money  ate  not  called  for,  is  not  very  attractive. 
Now  wbj  should  our  taxpayers  be  called  upon  to 
do  so  much  in  so  short  a  time?  Even  admitting 
that  the  improvements  were  desirable,  there  is  no 
teason  why  they  should  have  been  forced  upon 
our  citizens  in  so  few  years.  When  the  present 
financial  year  is  completed  the  entire  amount  ex- 
pended for  streets  and  street  improvements  alone 
will  amount  to  the  extraordinaiy  sum  of  $27,000,000 
m  five  years.  During  these  five  years  our  Street 
Commission  has  been  in  existence  and  has  con- 
trolled to  a  great  extent  all  these  improvements. 
In  tne  new  charter  the  work  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioners is  greatly  enlarged.  The  superin- 
tendents of  paving,  sewers,  lamps,  ferries  and 
bridges  are  placed  under  their  charge.  The  City 
Engineer  and  the  Citv  Surveyor  aie  also  un- 
der their  control.  These  Commissioners  are  now 
elected  by  the  people,  and  have  so  far  proved  to 
be  very  competent  men  tor  the  position,  but 
the  new  charter,  where  their  power  has  been  so 
much  enlarged,  gives  their  appoiniment  to  the 
Mayor,  with  approval  of  the  City  Council.  With 
all  the  new  business  intrusted  to  this  commission 
it  will  be  the  most  important  department  of  the 
City  Government,  will  have  a  great  control  over 
city  affairs,  and  the  chartei  places  them  almost 
beyond  the  reach  ot  the  people.  They  will,  in 
fact,  be  almost  a  close  corporation,  and  when  they 
obtain  the  millions  of  money  that  must  be  placed 
at  their  disposal  every  year,  they  can  expend  it 
how  and  when  they  please,  if  the'v  do  not  in  any 
one  expenditure  exceed  $5000. 
Amount  Expended  for  the  Health  Department. 
The  expense  of  this  department  for  fifteen 
years,  ana  the  amount  asked  for  for  tbe  next 
financial  year,  is  as  follows: 

1860-1 $144,633  1868-9 '..$293,043 

1861-2 142,935  1869-70 311,736 

1862-3 144,303  1870-1 309,838 

1863-4 153,421  1871-2 352,083 

1864-5 188.726  1872-3 406,467 

1865-6 194,217  1873-4 467,125 

1866-7 265,674  1874-5 481.450 

1867-8.... 253,773  1875-6,  estimated. . .   542,500 

The  Board  of  Health  commenced  their  labors  in 
1873,  and  it  will  be  seen  ttu.t,  as  soon  as  tbey  com- 
menced work,  the  txpenses  increased  rapidly. 
There  was  some  necessity  for  it  in  1873,  when 
smallpox  was  prevalent,  but  it  is  very  generally 
believed  that  if  the  same  powers  were  conferred 
on  the  Superintendent  of  Health  that  were 
given  to  the  Board  of  Health,  the  smallpox 
could  have  beer,  controlled  with  much  less 
expense.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Board  to  the  fact,  and  the  taxpayers  to 
the  fact,  ihat  now,  whin  r.o  epidemic  is 
abroad,  the  Healtb  Department  calls  upon  us  for 
$542,500,  nearly  $200,100  more  than  in  1871,  and 
$75,000  more  than  in-  1873,  when  pestilence  was 
raging.  It  takes  about  $50,000,000  of  taxable 
property  to  pay  for  this  department,  and  what 
have  we  gained  by  this  large  expenditure?  Has 
the  death  rate  been  diminished?  and  is  Boston  a 
healtaier  city  today  than  it  has  been  for  a  long 
series  of  years ?  Let  me  give  you  the  death  rate 
for  the  past  fifteen  years, so  that  you  can  compare 
the  facts : 
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Inl8fil 22        Inl869 23.4 

1862 22.4  1870 24.34 

1863 25.2  1871 23.50 

1864 27  1872 32.76 

1865 23.6  1873 28.45 

1866 22.4  1874 24.33 

1867 22.3 

1868 24 

The  years  1872  ana  1873  were  the  smallpox  years. 
The  epidemic  entirely  disappeared  :n  1874.  If 
we  deduct  the  deaths  f>om  smallpox  iu 
1873,  the  year  the  Board  of  Health  was 
organized,  the  death  rate  of  that  year  would 
Ibe  27.36  per  thousand,  and  io  1874,  when  smallpox 
disappeared,  the  rate  was  24.33  per  thousand.  The 
average  death  rate  from  1850  to  1860  was  25.2,  and 
the  average  death  rate  from  1860  to  1870  was  23.7 
per  thousand,  while  the  average  death  rate  for 
the  two  full  years  the  Board  of  Heslth  has  been 
organized,  leaving  out  the  deaths  by  smallpox, 
has  l.een  25.84.  Unoer  their  management  the 
death  rate  has  been  above  the  average  or  the 
twenty  years  from  1850  to  1870,  according  to  the 
returns  in  the  office  of  the  Registrar.  These  facts 
show  what  »n  expensive  luxury  this  board  has 
been  and  promises  to  be  to  *he  taxpayers  of  the 
city,  without  any  corresponding  benefit.  This  is 
what  the  increase  of  commissions  means,  and  if 
adopted  by  the  city  as  the  future  way  of  conduct- 
ing our  affairs,  the  taxpayers  will  be  the  greatest 
victims  iu  the  rate  of  mortality.  Over  this  board 
the  City  Council  has  scarcely  any  control,  and  the 
people'no  voice  whatever  m  selecting. 

Amount  of  Money  Expended,  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment in  Fifteen  Years.  These  expenditures 
inclade  fire  alarms,  repairs  and  buildings,  be- 
sides the  running  expenses  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. The  estimate  for  1875-6  is  the  amount  asked 
for  the  next  financial  year : 

1860-1 $110,309    1868-9 $284,753 

1861-2 88,605    1869-70 344,558 

1862-3 ' 102,686    1870-1 418,507 

1863-4 126,626    1871-2 468,843 

1864-5 155,177    1872-3  661,824 

1865-6 164,064    1873-4 671,511 

1866-7 185,878    1874-5 638,463 

1867-8 230,454    1875-6,(estimated).  .  731,305 

The  figures  show  how  rapidly  the  expenses  of 
this  department  has  increased.  It  costs  now  as 
much  for  one  year  as  it  did  for  six  years  from  1860 
to  1866,  inclusive.  After  the  November  fire  iu  1872, 
the  expenses  of  the  department  were  rapidly  in- 
creased. Extensive  repairs  had  to  be  made  and 
large  additions  to  the  department  were  called  for. 
It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  depart- 
ment was  put  in  splendid  condition  then,  but 
more  money  is  asked  for  the  next  finan- 
cial year  than  was  expended  after  the  great  fire. 
We  have  since  been  erecting  fire-proof  ware- 
houses on  the  burnt  district;  our  building  laws 
and  regulations  have  been  made  very  strict  to 
avoid  fires;  no  inflammable  material  is  now  al- 
lowed on  the  roofs  of  buildings ;  but  the  expenses 
of  the  department  goes  on  increasing,  and  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  $141,000  more  than  last  year,  and  $60,- 
000  and  $70,000  more  than  in  1872  and  1873,  when  we 
were  compelled  to  meet  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures. This  is  another  evidence  that  commissions 
will  be  expensive  luxuries  to  our  taxpayers.  The 
Fire  Commission  commenced  in  1873.  They  have  al- 
ready established  a  workshop  for  repairs,  employ 
men,  buy  stock,  and  conduct  a  business  that  com- 
petes with  private  enterprise  outside.  Does  any 
business  man  believe  that  they  can  do  this  work 
economically?  No  such  experiment — because  it  is 
an  experiment— has  ever  been  piofitable,  and 
the  workshops  of  the  Fire  Depaitment,  in 
the  course  of  years,  will  he,  to  use  a  common  ex- 
pression, an  elephant  for  the  taxpayers  to  take 
care  of.  It  may  not  appear  so  this  year  or  the 
next,  but  it  is  bound  to  come  about.  No  city  gov- 
ernment can  carry  on  workshops  of  this  kind 
economically.  In  the  items  of  expenditures  last 
vear,  $9000  was  asked  for  tools  and  machinery  for 
repair  shops,  and  $5000  is  asked  for  tools  and  ma- 
chinery next  year.  On  this  principle  workshops 
should  be  connected  with  all  the  commissions.  If 
this  theory  is  correct,  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  a  masons'  department,  a  carpen- 
ters' department,  a  painters'  department,  and  so 
on  through  th  »  whole  list.  Even  the  Trustees  of 
Public  Institutions  would  be  justified  in  starting 
another  "piggery,"  or  a  stock  farm  to  supply  the 
two  or  three  thousand  inmates  with  what  they 
consume.  The  average  tost  of  hose  and 
repairing  hose  outside  from  1865  to  1873, 
was  only  $28,000  per  year  and  this  in- 
cludes the  financial  year  1872-3,  when  885,270 
were     expended     for     this     purpose,     on     ac- 


count of  the  extraordinary  repairs  and  additions 
that  had  to  be  made  in  consequence  of  the  great 
fire.  Now,  when  our  workshops  are  in  full  opera- 
tion, we  shall  have  to  expend  nearly  as  much  for 
tools  and  machinery  as  it  would  cost  to  do  the 
work  outside.  This  is  the  way  our  commissions 
are  proceeding,  and  business  men  outside  of  City 
Hall  begin  to  understand  it,  and  look  upon  these 
movements  to  make  the  city  of  Boston  a  manu- 
facturing establishment  with  distrust  and  alarm. 
The  amounts  absorbed  by  the  three  departments, 
including  streets,  fire  and  healtn,  for  the  three 
last  financial  years  that  aie  complete,  with  the 
total  tax  of  these  years,  stand  as  follows: 

Health  and  Fire.  Total  Tax. 

1873 $9,582,543  $8,638,092 

1872 6,863,731  7,759,842 

1871.... 5,239,531  7,790,444 

Total $21,685,805         $24,188,378 

Showing  that  these  tnree  depai  tments  have  ex- 
pended the  entire  amount  raised  by  taxation  dur- 
ing the  last  three  complete  financial  years,  with 
the  exception  of  $2,500,000.  Of  the  $24,000,000 
raised  by  taxation,  streets,  health  and  fite  have 
absorbed  $21,500,000  in  lound  numbers.  When  all 
the  other  departments,  contemplated  by  this 
charter,  are  in  full  operation, what  a  load  our  tax- 
payers will  have  to  carry.  The  city  debt  in  the 
meantime  has  increaseel  most  alarmingly. 
The  debt  of  the  city— 

1870  $18,687,350 

1871 26,472.916 

1872 28,628,535 

1873 30,553,116 

1874,  April  30 42,890,785 

Deducting  the  Sinking  Fund  of  $14,328,725 
leaves  the  actual  debt,  April  30,  1874,  $28,562,059. 
No  wonder  that  taxpayers  have   become  alarmed. 

The  Police  Department.  No  city  in  the 
country  has  a  better  organized  police  depart- 
ment than  the  city  of  Boston.  There  is  no  city 
in  the  country  where  life  ana  property  are 
safer  thau  in  Boston,  or  better  protected. 
With  a  competent  Chief  of  Police,  faithful  and 
competent  officers,  efficient  ana  capable  patrol- 
men, the  department  is  now  thoroughly  organ- 
ized, under  the  control  of  the  Mayor  and  Bo<ttd  of 
Aldermen.  But  the  new  charter, is  order  to  car- 
ry out  its  commission  busines?  with  some  degree 
of  consistency,  provides  for  three  commissioners, 
with  large  salaries,  the  usual  number  of  clerks 
and  incidental  expenses,  ancf  it  may  be  sate 
to  say  that  such  a  depaitment  cannot  be 
carried  on  at  a  less  expense  than  $30,000  a 
year.  This  would  pay  for  the  thirty  addi- 
tional policemen,  recently  added  to  the  foice, 
to  meet  the  wants  of  enlarged  Boston.  Tbe.-e 
commissioners  are  to  take  the  place  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  yearly  appointed  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  who  have  heretofore  faithfully  per- 
formed that  work  for  notning.  They  also  take 
charge  of  licenses,  which  work  is  also  performed 
by  a  committee  of  Aldermen  wrthout  expense  to 
the  city.  These  commissioners  prescribe  the  duty 
of  the  officers,  nominate  tne  Chief  of  Police  and 
subordinate  officers,  and  control  tne  department. 
Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  these  m-ncau 
control  the  department  better  than  a  chief  of  po- 
lice with  efficient  deputies  aud  subordinate  offi- 
cers? The  wuo'e  arrangement  appears  to  be  got 
up  without  regard  to  exDense,  and  will  be  anoth- 
er item  for  our  taxpayers  to  meet.  Even  if  coin- 
missions  and  departments  must  be  organized,  one 
active,  energetic  head  would  he  tar  "better  than 
three,  and  one  live  man  at  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment could  do  more  effective  work  thin  a 
dozen.  The  result  will  be  that,  while  large 
salaries  are  paid  to  thr<-e  commissioners, 
one  will  be  ruling  and  controlling  power. 
In  New  York  city  police  commissions  have  been  a 
failure,  and  the  charter  of  that  city,  taore  tuan 
any  other,  is  what  the  new  chatter  is  patterned 
after.  The  New  York  Herald  of  Saturday  last, 
the  24th  of  April,  speaks  out  boldly  about  the  de- 
moralized condition  of  their  police  depaitment. 
and  savs  the  "Commissioners  do  not  now  d  s  re  to 
do  their  duty.  The  present  hoard  have  deliber- 
ately declared  their  conviction  that  many  of  tne 
captains  have  been  in  the  habit  of  recei  ring  hush 
money  from  gamblers  at  d  other  lawbreakers,  yet 
instead  of  dismissing  such  corrupt  officers  from 
the  force,  they  h  ive  simply  shifted  them  from  cue 
precinct  to  another.  The  hoard  have  by  their  <->fn- 
cial  action  blinded  certain  detectives  as  the  paid 
allies  of  thieves,  yet  they  have  been  willing  to 
compromise  with  these  detectives  by  putting  th  m 
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on  post  duty.  Charges  of  levying'  blackmail  are 
made  against  officers  of  the  force.  When  the 
time  for  trial  comes  the  complainants  do  noi  ap- 
pear and  are  not  to  be  found.  No  person  but  ihe 
accused  officers  can  have  any  mteiejt  in 
bribing  or  terrifying  the  accusers  to  pre- 
vent their  appearaucp,  yet  the  commis- 
sioners quietly  pass  over  the  matter."  This 
is  the  result  of  the  New  York  Police  Commission. 
'J  he  Aldermen  who  advocate  cuis  charier  believe 
that  Boston  is  behind  the  times— that  we  should 
go  to  New  York  lor  a  inociel  government— that,  in 
fact,  we  should  go  South  and  West  for  a  charter. 
I  would  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Aldermen  »rd  rhe  taxpayers  of  Boston  to  the 
New  York  City  Government  we  are  called  upon  to 
follow.  The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  of 
the  20th  March,  a  conservative  ard  reliable  pa- 
per, says,  "The  Mayor,  in  a  sptcial  message  to  the 
Common  Council,  again  brings  the  taxpayers  face 
to  face  with  the  gravest  local  question  or  the  day 
— the  burdensome  and  ill-regulated  state  of  the 
city  finances.  *  *  *  At  tht>  beginning  of  the 
year  the  funded  debt  of  tha  city  stood  over 
$141,000,000,  or  less  3inking  fuud  $115,000,000  ants 
there  was  a  floating  debt  of  from  $10,000,000  to 
$20,000,000.  These  enormous  loads  have  been 
he-aped  upon  us  through  a  series  of  years  by  the 
Legislature,  acting  in  connivance  with  local  rings. 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  system  of  plunder  and 
extravagance,  laws  were  passed  enabling  depart- 
ments of  the  City  Government  to  incur  indebted- 
ness almost  at  pleasure,  and  leaving  to  the  finan- 
cial authotities  only  the  duty  of  providing  for 
their  payment  by  the  issue  of  bono s.  Under  the 
Tweed  dynasty,  this  shiftless  and  reckless  method 
of  financiering  was  pushed  to  the  inmost,  and  we 
have  the  consequences  in  a  mountain  of  debt.  At 
that  time  dishonesty  pervaded  nearly  every 
branch  of  the  local  governmei  t,  and  all  hands 
joined  in  the  work  of  stealicg  the  city  funds." 

The  New  York  Herald  of  the  20th  March,  au- 
othei  good  authority,  says— 

"The  bonded  and  funded  debt  of  this  city,  al- 
ready gigantic  and  appalling,  is  constantly  in- 
creasing by  means  over  which  the  City  Govern- 
ment has,  at  present,  r.o  corjtrol.  In  consequence 
of  State  laws  passed  in  1871, while  the  Tweed  Ring- 
was  still  supreme,  the  ei.ormous  city  debt  grows 
from  year  to  year,  and  the  municipal  authorities 
are  helpless  to  prevent  or  arrest  it.      *       *       * 

"It  is  the  desire  of  the  Mayor  that  the  great 
money-expetiding  and  debt-incurring  depart- 
ments, like  the  Public  "Works  and  Docks,  be  sub- 
ordinated to  the  Mayer  and  Common  Council,  and 
deprived  of  their  present  authority.  We  ttust 
that  our  city  legislators  will  give  their  piompt 
consent  and  zealous  cooperation  in  this  prai  e- 
worthy  attempt  of  the  Mayor  to  secure  the  pas- 
sage of  such  laws  at  Albany  as  -vill  bring  order 
out  of  the  existing  chaos  and  arrest  the  stupend- 
ous progress  of  the  municipal  debt." 

The  message  of  the  Mayor  that  called  forth  these 
comments  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  committee  made 
their  report  on  the  23d  of  March.  What  does 
this  committee  say?  Let  aie  read  an  extract 
from  their  report:  "It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  of- 
ficial extravagance  and  reckless  iucrease  of  the 
city  debt  date  from  the  lime  when  unjust  legisla- 
tion stripped  the  Common  Council  of  all  its  an- 
cient rights  and  powers  and  transferred  them  to 
independent  and  irresponsible  commissions.  In 
our  opinion  a  change  should  be  at  once  made  in 
the  legislation  affecting  this  city  by  which  the 
sole  management  of  the  affairs  of  Ne-v  York 
should,  with  all  its  consequent  responsibility,  be 
again  rsstoreo  to  the  Common  Council.  Each 
year  the  members  aie  elected  by  the  people,  and 
we  believe  that  the  safest  guai  antee  that  any  of- 
ficer will  perform  faithfully  and  -a ell  the  duties 
intrusted  to  him  will  always  be  found 
in  his  direct  accountability  to  his  constituents.  If 
this  be  not  true,  then  the  whole  system  of  repub- 
lican government  is  fatally  at  fault." 

Mark  the  language  of  this  report.  It  will  do  to 
repeat  again  and  again  when  Aldermen  stand  up 
here  and  advocate  commissions.  The  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  New  York  city  say  that  the  reckless 
increase  of  the  city  debt  dates  from  the  time  when 
the  Common  Council  was  stripped  of  all  it«  an- 
cient rights  and  powers  and  these  rights  and  pow- 
ers were  transferred  to  independent  and  irrespon- 
sible commissions.  This  is  precisely  what  we  aie 
about  doing  if  we  adopt  the  new  charter.  In  the 
language  of  a  citizen  of  New  York,  that  city  went 
to  sleep  in  1864  with  a  debt  of  $30,000,000,  and 
when  thev  woke  up  in  1870  the  debt  was  $115,000,- 


000,  and  tolay  cannot  be  less  than  $130,000,000. 
With  their  commissions  that  city  governmenr  now 
costs  annually  $34,000,000. 

Ibis  is  the  city  government,  with  its  corrupt 
rings  and  departments  and  commissions,  that  we 
are  called  upon  to  foilow  and  pattern  after.  This 
is  the  city  government  where  commissions  are  ihe 
ruling  power.  This  is  the  city  government  for 
which  we  are  to  give  up  an  old  charter,  that,  with 
its  checks  and  balances,  has  made  Boston  what 
she  is — the  foremast  city  in  the  country  for 
integrity,  honesty  and  probity.  With  our 
old  charter  no  City  Government  has  ever 
been  corrupt  during'  the  fifty  two  years  of 
our  existence  as  a  city.  With  our  old  chattel  no 
City  Government  could  become  corrupt,  with  all 
its  checks  and  restraints,  and  tiu>ts  of  honor.  If 
corruption  comes  at  some  future  day,  it  will  come 
from  the  rings  and  commissions  we  aie  now  about 
to  introduce.  Considerable  has  been  said  in  th? 
course  of  this  discussion  about  the  distinguished 
authors  of  the  new  charter,  and  the  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  these  remarks  is  that  we  should 
bow  down  to  their  decisions.  I  have  as  much  re- 
spect for  these  gentlemen  as  any  member  of  this 
Board.  I  have  a.;  much  respect  for  them  as  the 
committee  of  the  City  Council  and  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  who  have  all eady  pulled  their  work  to 
pieces.  I  would  be  willing  to  give  their  charter  to 
the  people  without  a  single  alteratiom,  and  let  it 
stand  oi  fall  on  its  own  merits.  I  have,  however, 
more  respect  for  an  old  charter  that  has  stood  the 
test  of  years,  which  they  completely  ignored,  I 
have  more  respect  for  aii  old  charter  handed  down 
to  us  by  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  Harrison  <iray  Otis, 
the  Quinceys  and  other  distinguished  citizens  who 
have  tilled  prominent  positions  in  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, and  if  any  vote  of  mine  will  preserve  any 
of  the  lights  and  privileges  guaranteed  to  the  peo- 
ple in  that  charter,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  give  :t. 
The  figures  I  have  given  are  compiled  from  a  de- 
tailed statement  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  fur- 
nished from  the  Auditor's  Office. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  did  not  intend  to  say  a 
vsord  upon  this  matter  or  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Board.  If,  as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  14 
claims,  this  charter  is  taking  away  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people,  why  have  we  not  heard  of 
it  trom  the  people  themselves?  Why  have  not 
the  aoors  of  Faueuil  Hall  swung  open,  and  the 
people  congrega'ed  there  and  demanded  that 
their  lights  should  not  be  taken  from  them?  Is 
it  so,  Mr.  Chairman?  On  the  contrary,  the  intel- 
ligent uasses  of  the  city,  and  the  influential  press 
of  the  city,  are  almost'  unanimous,  I  believe,  in 
favor  of  a  change,  and  of  just  such  a  change  as  is 
recommended  by  she  charter  before  us.  I 
do  not  propose  to  go  into  a  detailed  dis- 
cussion of  the  principle  involved  in  this 
charter,  at  the  present,  time,  as  I  have  expressed 
my  views  at  length  before  this  Board  on  other  oc- 
casions; but  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  some  of 
the  figures  which  have  been  given  to  us  by  the 
Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  He  has 
gone  back  fifteen  years  and  given  the  figures  of 
the  Stieet,  Health,  Fire  and  Police  departments, 
but  1  no  not  see  how  they  are  pertinent  to  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  now  before  us.  Why  will 
he  not  take  tie  figures  of  the  expense  of  those 
departments  before  we  had  a  commission  and 
compare  them  with  the  expense  after  the  com- 
missions were  established.  That  is  a  proper  en- 
ter ion — 

Alderman  Harris — Has  n't  he  done  it? 

Aldermaa  O'Brien — That  is  precisely  what  I  have 
done. 

Alcerman  Prescott — The  gentleman  has  spoken 
of  the  millions  spent  by  the  Street  Commissioners; 
bur,  pray,  who  authorized  those  expenoitures? 
Why,  the  City  Council  of  Boston — rhe  Board  of 
Aldermen  and"  the  Common  Council,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Mayor.  Are  the  Stieet  Commis- 
sioners responsible  for  these  large  expenditures? 
They  have  investigated  and  reported  upou  these 
subjects, and  after  t*ie  City  Council,  after  investi- 
gating the  question  ot  their  expeditney,  have 
authorizod  those  very  expenditures.  So,  certainly, 
the  Street  Commissioners  are  not  responsible  for 
this  alleged  lavish  expenditure  of  money.  So 
in  regard  to  the  Health  Depaitm^nt.  I 
don't  see  how  his  figures  for  fifteen  successive 
years  have  anything  to  tie  with  commissions. 
The  Board  of  Health  asks  tor  $122,000,  and  the 
$430,000  is  entiivly  outside  of  the  Board  of  Health; 
they  do  not  spend  a  single  dollar  of  it.  That  $430,- 
000  comes  undei  the  direction  of  a  committee  of 
this  City  Council,  and  the  Board  of  Health  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.    The  Board  of  Health  asked 
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for  $112,000  la&t  year,  performed  their  legitimate 
fuuctions,  and  turned  back  into  the  city  treasury 
something  like  $40,000  of  that.  sum.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  t?ke  up  tirne  in  arguing  the  question  of 
the  necessity  for  a  Board  or  Health  for  a 
city  covering  forty  square  miles  of  terri- 
ritory  and  a  population  of  over  a  third  ot  a  mil- 
lion. The  old  town  of  Boston,  in  the  last  century, 
had  a  board  of  health  entirely  separate,  distinct 
and  independent  of  the  selectmen;  and  is  there  a 
large  city  on  this  continent  today  that  has  not  a 
board  of  health  ?  Is  there  a  city  of  any  consider- 
able size  that  would  give  up  its  board  of  bealth? 
On  thfc  contrary,  within  the  last  month  or  two  the 
cityof  Cambridge  has  taken  measuresjfor  organiz- 
ing a  Board  of  Health  with  powers  and  duties 
similar  to  those  of  the  board  we  have  here.  We 
know  what  they  did  in  the  matter  of  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  smallpox;  and  I  know,  sir,  further 
that  they  have  done  something  that  never  would 
have  been  done  if  we  had  bad  no  such  a  board  to 
give  time  to  the  investigation  of  the  matter  in  re- 
gard to  the  expense  to  the  city  in  suppressing'tae 
smallpox.  We  have  a  Chairman  of  this  Board  of 
Health  who  knew  something  about  law ;  he  inves- 
tigated the  subject  pretty  thoroughly  to  see 
whether  a  certaio  portion  of  the  expense  di  i  not 
belong  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  pay,  and 
after  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  settlements 
of  not  less  than  1200  person',  he  found  that  we 
had  a  legal  claim  against  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts for  thousands  of  dollars,  and  this  same  Board 
of  Health  have  collected,  so  far,  upwards  of  $80,- 
000  from  the  State,  and  there  is  more  to  come.  That 
never  would  have  been  done  by  the  Board  ot  Al- 
dermen, which  was  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
city  of  Boston  before  the  present  department  was 
established.  Now,  then,  in  regard  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment. I  must  say  that  I  feel  ashamed  to  be 
compelled  to  get  up  and  defsnd  one  of  these 
boards.  The  people  came  up  here  and  asked  and 
demanded  that  the  Health  and  Fire  departments 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  competent  men; 
they  came  up  by  eight  ana  ten  thousaid  petitions 
and  asked  for  this  change  that  we  have  made ;  and 
have  they  found  fault  with  it,  Mr  Chairman?  I 
hear  no  complaint  m  ide  about  it.  The  Fire  Com- 
missioners were  appointed  by  the  Mayor  in  the 
latter  part  of  November,  1873,  towaids  the  last  of 
the  financial  year  1873  4.  Of  course  they  had  to  con- 
tinue the  department  as  they  found  it  until  they 
had  acquainted  themselves  with  its  details.  The 
department  was  carried  on  under  the  old  system 
until  the  following  April,  and  bv  that,  time  the 
commissioners  had  it  well  in  hand.  It  seems  to 
me  that  if  we  compare  their  expenditures  in  the 
year  1874-75  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  we 
can  know  something  about  the  workings  of  that 
depaitment.  I  have  here  the  figures  taken  from 
the  Auditor's  report  of  1873-74.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton  were  annexed  to  the  city  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1874,  so  that  the  figures  of 
1873-74  include  only  three  months  of  annexa- 
tion, viz.,  from  January  to  April.  I  find 
that  the  expenoitures  for  the  Fi-e  Depart- 
ment proper'  for  the  financial  vear  1873-74 
were  f 591 .640.27;  for  fire  alarms,  etc,  $51,092.49; 
repairs  on  engine  houses,  $28,778.37,  making  a 
toial  of  $671,511.13,  including  three  months  of  an- 
nexation at  a  cost  of  about  $12,000,  and  four  per- 
manent companies  for  six  months  (fifty-one  men), 
at  a  cost  of  about  $28,000  for  salaries  only,  making 
a  total  of  $48,000  for  the  annexed  territory.  Then, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  Fire  Commissioners  took 
charge  of  the  department.  The  expense  of  the 
department  for  water  during  the  year  1874-75  was 
something  over  $96,000,  and  in  1873-74  it  was  about 
$83,000,  so  that  they  had  to  pay  $13,000  more  the 
year  they  took  the  department  than  they  aid  the 
year  before,  that  expenditure  being  controlled  by 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  who  charge  them  so 
much  for  water.  Now,  then,  I  find  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Fire  Depaitment  for  1874-75  is  as  fol- 
lows: Engine  houses,  $594,663.77;  fire-alarm  de- 
partment, $35,265.57 — this  one  item  alone,  the 
previous  year,  cost  $53,000,  and  this  was  a  saving 
of  over  $16,000  in  an  item  of  a  little  over  $50,000, 
notwithstanding  that  tbry  had  to  take  rare  of 
Charlestown,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  for 
twelve  months. 

Alderman  Harris— How  came  tbey  to  save  that? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  am  not  prepared  ta  go 
into  the  details  of  the  saving ;  these  figures  are 
from  the  Auditor's  books  and  cannot  be  disputed. 
The  machinery  for  repair  shops  ($4500)  makes 
$634,924.34,  for  1874-75,  against  $671,511.13  for  the 
year  before,  or  a  saving  ot  $21,232.72,  notwith- 


standing they  had  charge  of  West  Roxbury, 
Charlestown  and  Brighten,  while  in  the  pre- 
vious vear  those  sections  were  in  the  depart- 
ment only  three  months.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  has  spoken  of  the  increased  expense  of 
the  department  after  the  great  fire  In  consequence 
of  buying  new  engines.  Let  us  look  at  that  for  a 
moment:  •  A  new  steam  fire  engine  costs  about 
$4,500,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  takes 
m  urh  more  to  run  it  tne  next  ye*r  than  it  original- 
ly cost,  so  that  you  cannot  expect  nic  ch  of  a  saving 
there.  The  expense  of  running  a  steam  fire  en- 
gine, with  a  call  company  for  a  year,  was  some- 
thing over  $5000,  while  for  a  permanent  company 
it  is  $12,650  for  pay  alone ;  and  those  engines  that 
were  bought  for  $4,500  in  some  cases  were  made 
permanent  companies.  Notwithstanding  the  in- 
crease of  the  force,  and  territory,  and  the  nec- 
essary expense  of  the  department,  the  expendi- 
tures by  t'de  commissioners,  the  first  year,  were 
something  like  $20,000  les»  than  the  year  before. 
I  have  numerous  other  figures  that  I  might  pre- 
sent to  the  board  in  regard  to  the  depirtment  if  I 
baxl  rime,  but  on?  more  will  suffice.  The  repairs 
for  the  Fire  Department  during  the  year  previous 
to  the  establishment  of  the  commission  amounted 
to  $69,461.89;  the  first  year  under  the  commission 
they  were  $24,191.74,  or  about  one-third  the  cost 
of  the  year  before,  notwithstanding  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  engines  and  the  annexa'ion  we 
had.  I  think  that  it  gentlemen  will  look 
into  the  department  they  will  find  an 
actual  saving  to  the  city  of  Boston  of  $100,000  to 
$150,000  over  what  would  have  been  expended  if  it 
had  been  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  a  joint 
committee  of  the  City  Council.  Besides  that,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  have  a  fire  department,  as  our  mer- 
chants all  know,  fro  d  fifty  to  100  per  cent,  more 
efficient  than  it  was  in  the  past.  We  have  a  state 
of  things  vastly  different  from  what  we  had  m  the 
past.  When  a  fire  broke  out  then  we  had  six 
steam  fire  engines  in  the  heart  of  the  city  to  pro- 
tect upwards  of  $500,000,000  worth  of  property, 
and  we  found  six  mare  in  another  section  to 
protect  abomt  $30,000,000  of  property.  The  Fire 
Department  Comn  lttee  coufi  not  give  the  time 
necessary  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  working  of  the  department.  There  is 
business  enough  there  to  take  the  entire  time  and 
attention  of  three  men.  Remarks  have  been 
made  concerning  the  working  of  the  commission 
system  in  other  cities.  I  hardly  think  it  is  fair  to 
compare  tbem  with  what  our  city  will  be  under 
the  commissions  proposed  by  the  new  charter. 
The  commission  system  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia has  been  quoted.  The  commissions  the  e  are 
liot  appointed  as  it  is  intended  to  appoint  them  in 
this  charter;  they  are  not  confirmed  by  the  City 
Council.  Taeir  large  commissions  are  generally 
appointed  in  part  by  one  court,  and  oart  bv' an- 
other. Their  Board  of  Health,  for  instance,  con- 
sists of  twelve  men,  thrse  beirg  appob  ted  by 
each  of  lour  com ts.  There  is  no  oirect  responsi- 
bility there.  The  board  is  too  large  and  aoes  not 
work  well.  The  most  glaring  frauds  of  commis- 
sioners that  have  been  recently  exposed  are  those 
of  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  Their  doings  have  been  unearthed  and  a 
change  has  been  recommended.  The  Canal  Com- 
missioners who  have  swindled  the  people  of  New 
York  out  of  millions  of  dollars  are  elective  officers, 
nominated  by  political  conventions  and  elected 
by  the  pe  >ple.  And  what  is  it  proposed  to  do 
with  tin- in  n">w?  What  do  the  Governor  and 
the  leading  citiztms  of  New  York  propose  to  do? 
They  recommend  that  those  commissioners  shall 
in  future  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  and  that  they  may  be  removed  by  him  un- 
der certain  con  litions.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  has  read  from  a  JJew  York  paper  of  a  re- 
cent date.  I  have  one  of  last  week  before  me 
now,  in  which  is  an  opinion  of  a  man  who  was 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York  for  some  years  and 
who  was  also  Governor  of  the  State,  a  man  who 
was  honored  and  respected,  and  I  will  just  quote 
from  what  he  says.  Governor  Hoffman  holds  the 
same  view  of  what  is  sometimes  falsely  called 
centralization  of  power,  aud  here  are  his  words: 

"No  good  Government  can  be  secured  unless  it 
shall  have  a  respousiole  head,  in  whom  shall  be 
vested  an  executive  power,  and  to  whom,  as  the 
elected  representative  of  the  people,  all  depart- 
ments charged  with  administrative  duties  shall  be 
directly  responsible  and  accountable.  I  believe 
this  to  be  the  very  foundation  stone  of  a  good 
muuicipal  government." 

And  he  then  goes  on  to  say  that  he  believes  lr  to 
be  the  very  foundation  stone  of  a  good  system  of 
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foverument.  Those  opinions  have  been  expiessed 
y  what  seem  to  me  lo  be  the  best  political  econ- 
omists ol  the  day -a  unit  of  tespon  ibility  some- 
where, having  charge  and  direction  over  these  ad- 
ministrative departments.  Let  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council  be  the  legislative 
branch;  but  let  these  boards,  who  are  to  admin- 
ister and  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  City  Council, 
be  appointed  by  a  responsible  head,  ant'  let  him 
be  made  the  executive  officer  of  the  city.  Those 
ate  the  views  which  the  elder  Quincy 
maintained  during  the  whole  of  his  career  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  this  city.  The  Alderman 
from  Ward  14  has  quoted  him  as  oue  of  the  illus- 
trious ui en  of  the  past.  During  his  mayoralty  in 
1823-29  he  claimed  that  the  duties  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  were  so  onerous  that  thev  should  have 
nothing  more  imposed  upon  them;  and  as  we 
have  seen  tin;  result  ot  his  good  judgment  in  some 
financial  matters,  I  believe  we  have  a  right  to  look 
to  him  as  authority  iu  regard  to  this  theoiy  of  a 
proper  form  of  municipal  government.  I  quote 
from  one  or  two  of  his  messages  : 

"Whatever  form  of  organization  of  any  depart- 
ment tends  to  deprive  the  executive  office*  of  the 
city  of  the  powei  to  cany  into  effect  the  laws  or 
transfers  that  power  to  others  disconnected  from 
his  responsibility, has  a  direct  tendency  to  encour- 
age the  Executive  in  ignorance,  inactivity  o.  im- 
becility, which  will  inevitably,  sooner  or  later,  le- 
sult  just  in  proportion  as  the  organization  enables 
him  to  ihrow  the  blame  of  mismanagement  upon 
others,  or  not  to  hold  himself  accountable  for  it. 
On  the  Executive  should  ultimately  devolve  the 
accountability  for  the  efficiency  of  all  the  depart- 
ments, and  every  organization' is  defective  w'hich 
enables  him  to  escape  from  it." 

And  finally  he  adds— 

"The  result  of  my  experience  during  the  past 
year  on  this  subject  is  this:  that  the  interests  of 
the  city  are  most  deeply  connected  with  such  an 
organization  of  eve iy branch  of  executive  power 
as  that  the  ultimate  responsibility  for  the  execu- 
tion should  rest  upon  the  Mayor;  and  which  he 
should  therefore  be  incapable  of  denying  or  evad- 
ing; that,  at  all  times,  the  blame  should  lest  upon 
him,  without  the  power  of  throv/h  {*  it  off  upon 
others  iu  ca.se  of  any  delect  of  ;.lan  or  inefficiency 
in  execution." 

And  another  high  authority  [Judge  Dillon],  upon 
the  same  subject,  has  said  — 

••Experience  hi>s  dnmonstr  tea  the  necessity  of 
more  power  and  more  responsibility  in  the  execu- 
tive head  of  our  municipal  institution,  'loo  ofteo 
the  duties  of  the  Mavor  or  executive  officer  are 
only  nominal,  and  to  these  he  give.;  but  little  at- 
tention—a natural  result  of  his  want  of  impor- 
tance and  of  his  inability  to  control  the  adminis- 
tration of  municipal  affairs. 

"If  the  office  be  clothed  with  dignity  and  real  au- 
thority; if  the  Mayor  shall  be  invested  with  the 
veto  power;  if  he  shall  have  the  sole  rit/ht  to  ap- 
point, and  the  unrestricted  power  to  suspend  or 
remove,  subordinate  officials  or  heads  of  depart- 
ments, then  the  citizens  can  justly  demand  of  him 
that  he  shall  be  individually  responsible  tor  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  concerns  of  the  municipali- 
ty, and  if  arievances  exist  they  will  know  to  whom 
to  apply  for  remedy  or  upon  whom  to  fix  the 
blame." 

And  1  might  quote  innumerable  authorities 
bearing  upon  the  same  point.  My  mind  is  firmly 
fixed  that  we  need  an  entirely  radical  change. 
The  duties  of  an  Alderman  are  such  that  he  can- 
not possibly  have  the  intimate  knowledge  that 
he  should  have  of  every  department  he  has  charge 
of  as  a  member  of  the  Board.  Aldermen  aie 
placed  upod  twelve  or  fourteen  committees,  and 
1  think  there  was  one  case  last  year  where  a 
member  served  on  seventeen  committees  besides 
being  called  upon  to  serve  on  the  Water  Boatd, 
where  his  duties  were  sufficient  to  require  his 
whole  time  and  attention.  Although  not 
so  acceptable  to  me  in  some  resnects  as 
the  report  presented  by  the  commissioners, 
it  is  yet  more  acceptable  in  other  respects. 
It  is  intended,  after  this  matter  is  passed 
upon  by  both  branches  of  the  City  Council  and 
the  Legislature,  to  submit  it  to  the  people.  I  can- 
not understand  how  men  who  do  not  fully  believe 
in  all  the  provisions  of  this  charter  cannot  be 
willing  to  submit  it  to  the  people.  It  will  receive 
thoughtful  discussion  by  the  people  and  the  press; 
and  whether  the"  changes  it  pioposes  will  come 
now  or  some  future  day, I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
Boston,  with  her  inciease  i  growth,  must  have,  in 
the  main,  the  same  form  of  gover.iment  as  has 
been  proposed  here. 


Alderman  Quincy— I  had  collected  some  of  the 
figures,  ami  statist!  'S  in  regard  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, which  have  been  presented  by  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  9  more  forcibly  than  I  could  have 
done  myself.  I  will  therefore  only  add  a  state- 
ment which  has  been  drawn  up  in" the  Fire  Com- 
missioners' office,  shoving  what  we  pay  for,  and 
whether  the  previous  regime  could  have  piven  us 
anything  of  the  sort: 

"Up  to  Oct.  1, 1873,  the  department  consisted  of 
23  engines  with  call  companies,  7  hook  and  ladder 
trucks  with  call  companies,  Whose  carriages  with 
call  companies,  i  chemical  e<  gii.e,  3  extinguisher 
wagons.  On  the  1st  of  Oct.,  1873,  Engine  No.  25 
and  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  8  were  added  with  per- 
manent companies.  Dec.  10,  1873,  Engine  No.  24 
was  added  with  ca'l  companies.  Jan.  5, 1874,  by 
annexation  of  Charlestown,  Brighton  and  West 
Roxbury,  3  engines,  3  hook  and  ladder  trucks  and 
4  hose  carnages,  all  with  call  companies,  were 
added.  On  the  15th  Oct.,  1873,  the  companies  of 
Enaiie  Nos.  4  and  7  were  made  permanent,  and 
tiiere  were  no  otberpermaneutcoinpauies  until  af- 
ter the  end  ol  the  financial  year.  The  present  finan- 
cial year  the  department  has  consisted  of  29 
engines,  12  hose  carnages,  11  hook  and  laddee 
carriages.  5  chemical  engines.  During  the  wholr 
time  7  engines,  3  hook  and  ladder  trucks  and  3 
ehmi  al  engines  have  had  permanent  companies 
and  since  January,  1875,  two  additional  e  gine 
companies  have  been  made  permanent,  and  during 
the  "hole  year  11  assistant  engineers  have  Leen 
permanently  employed  at  salaries  of  $1600  each, 
making  the  whole  permanent  force  of  the  year  1 
chief  engineer,  11  assistant  engineers,  9  engine 
companies,  3  hook  and  lauder  companies,  3  chem- 
ical engine  companies," 

That  is  the  permanent  force  -the  regular  army, 
as  it  may  be  called — of  the  Fire  Department  to- 
day. Let  those  gentlemen  who  seem  to  believe 
that  as  good  a  permanent  army  could  havs  ueen 
provided  at  the  .  atne  cost  by  the  old  regime  make 
a  move  to  return  to  the  old  system,  and  they 
would  soon  see  whether  such  a  movement 
would  excite  a  storm  of  popular  applause 
or  indignation.  One  or  the  othei  would 
soon  follow.  I  don't  propose  to  take  up  time  by 
arguing  the  question  of  commissions;  we  had 
that — 1  won't  say  ad  nauseam,  but  certainly  to 
an  extent  that  requires  no  further  argumen  t.  We 
who  support  the  new  charter  have  been  accused 
of  distrusting  the  people;  but,  who,  I  say,  can 
show  a  greater  distrust  of  the  people — 
those  who  want  to  lay  this  charter  upon 
the  table  or  those  who  favor  allowing  the 
people  to  vote  upon  it?  I  should  be  will- 
ing to  submit  it  to  the  i;eople  after  a  public 
di-cussion  at  the  State  House.  If  the  people 
should  deem  it  fraught  with  danger  to  their  liber- 
ties they  will  reject  it;  but  if  they  consider  it  & 
move  toward  a  more  energetic  aud  purer  and  bet- 
ter government  they  wi'l  adopt  it,  and  by  their 
verdict  I  shall  be  willing  to  abide. 

Alderman  Power — The  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  have  reminded  me  of  a  few 
things  I  wished  to  say.  An  investigation  recenrly 
took  place  iu  Philadelphia  in  relation  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  a  despatch 
from  that  city  says— 

"The  joi"t  special  committee  ot  the  Select  and 
Common  Councils,  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  in  giving  street-clearing 
cont  acts,  made  a  report  Today  showing  a  fright- 
ful amount  of  corruption  in  the  board;  in  fact  it 
appears  fiom  this  report  that  the  Board  of  Health 
has  been  run  fci  yeais  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
robbing  fie  city  treasury.  In  the  street-cleaning 
contiacts  the  awards  have  been  almost  invaria- 
bly mads  to  the  highest  bidder,  instead  of  tne 
lowe-t  as  required  by  law.  It  is  shown  that  the 
contracts  were  awarded  nearly  to  the  amount  of 
$400,000  above  the  lowest  bids.  The  report  con- 
cludes with  a  resolution  for  a  complete  reorgani- 
zation of  the  board." 

I  have  any  quantity  of  items  of  this  kind  in  re- 
lation to  coaamission's  in  New  Yoik,  but  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  14  has  quoted  some  that  I 
meant  to  have  used  myself.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  so  long  as  the  City  Government  of  New  York 
was  run  as  it  was  in  former  years,  it  was  well  man- 
aged ;  but  the  Legislature  aboli-hed  the  system 
and  created  the  commissions.  My  experience  in- 
dicates that  it  will  be  the  same  here.  What  does 
the  Legislature  know  of  the  needs  and  wants  of  this 
city,  as  con  pared  with  the  citizens?  A  year  or  two 
ago  this  Board  examined  into  the  simide  matter 
of  the  number  of  truant  officers,  and  it 
took  them  but  a  short  time  to  ascertain  that  lour 
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or  five  such  officsrs  were  sufficif  nt  where  there 
bad  been  a  dozen  or  thirteen.  Of  course  we  did 
our  duty,  and  voted  to  abolish  all  that  were  un- 
necessary, and  save  the  city  $6000  or  $8000  a  year. 
It  was  drawn  to  our  notice  from  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  vacancy  in  the  Truant  Department, 
andtbeie  \i  ere  more  applicants  than  I  have  ever 
seen  for  a  commission  in  this  City  Hall.  Some  of 
us  were  led  to  look  into  tbe  matter,  and  wo  found 
that  the  officers  were  responsible  to  nobody;  they 
were  supposed  to  examine  bOAe«  at  the  school- 
bouses  and  get  orders  th°re,  but  they  reported  ahd 
were  responsible  to  nobody.  They  worked  about 
one-third  of  the  time,  and  tilled  other  positions, 
and  carried  on  other  business.  So  we  voted  to 
abolish  the  offices.  Well,  wbat  did  they  do?  They 
and  their  friends  went  to  the  Legislature, 
who  took  away  tbe  power  from  the  City 
Government.  And  what  does  the  Legis- 
lature knoT7  about  that  or  the  general  necessities 
of  this  Government?  Nothing-  at  all,  compared 
with  the  citizens  at  large  or  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 4s  to  tbe  comments  on  the  treat  savings 
o±  the  commissions,  it  mu  t  be  recollected  that 
after  the  great  fire  the  committee  spent  a  large 
amount  of  monsy  buying  an  immense  amount  of 
material  to  equip  tliefire  department.  Every- 
thing ws  thoroughly  equipped  when  the  c  m- 
missioners  cane  into  office,  and  the  expense 
should  nave  been  greatly,  yes,  immensely, 
redueerj.  Tbe  Alderman  talks  about  the 
decrease  in  che  expense  of  fire  alarms. 
Why,  tie  apparatus  in  the  whole  burnt  dis- 
trict had  tobe  replaced,  and  an  extia  amoutrt 
of  mon^y  was  called  for  to  do  it  with.'  Brsides 
that,  a  large  amount  was  spent  <m  account  of  the 
apparatus  destroyed  by  the  fire;  and  when  the 
commissioners  tame  in  the  department  was 
thoroughly  equipped.  But  the  expense  das  gone 
on  increasing.  The  Board  of  Health  have  called 
for  more  money.  During  the  smallpox  year  there 
was  a  reason  for  spending  a  large  amount  of 
money;  and  it  has  been  repeatedly  said  here 
that  the  Board  of  Health  saved  the  city 
of  Boston,  t  do  noc  wish  to  detract  from  the 
credit  due  ihe  Board  of  Health,  but  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  e:  a dicatiun  of  the  small 
pox.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  appointed  physi- 
cians to  vaccinate  the  people,  and  thai  is  what 
stopped  tbe  smallpox.  Any  Alderman  who  vottS 
for  this  charter  says  emphatically  thrt  the  Gov- 
ernment of  thin  country  is  a  total  failure,  and 
that  it  is  not  safe  to  Uust  the  peopl-.  That 
is  trie  long  and  short  of  it;  that  is 
all  there  is  iu  it;  that  is  the  wholo 
sum  and  substance  of  it — the  peocle  are  Dot  to 
be  trusted  to  manage  their  own  affairs.  It  says  it 
as  plainly  as  it  can  be  spoken.  The  Alderman 
says  you  cannot  do  your  duties.  I  say  you  can  if 
you  do  what  you  have  sworu  to  do,  and  there  is 
no  need  of  a  commission.  H  Alderm?n  don't 
mean  to  uegle  t  their  c  vn  business  and  attend  to 
the  city's  interest,  then  we  must  have  some  other 
method.  But  if  Alderneu  cariy  out  faiihfully 
the  caths  they  have  taken,  there  is  no  necessity 
for  a  change.  But  if  you  take  this  position 
only  for  the  pleasure  and  privilege  it 
gives,  then  it  is  necessary  to  make  some 
change.  The  gentlemaj  has  alluded  to  an  ex-Al- 
deirnao  who  was  on  thirteen  committees.  That 
gentleman  looked  after  the  city's  interest  as  faith- 
fully and  closely  as  any  eoininissiouer  here,  and  if 
every  Aldeiman  did  as  well,  there  would  be  no 
need  of  coihmissione.  He  never  shirkea  his  duty, 
anc  never  was  frightened  by  a  newsiaper  para- 
graph; he  was  not  frightene  i  out  of  his  seuses 
when  a  newspaper  barked  at  him;  he  performed 
his  duties  faithfully  and  independently,  and  was 
n't  afraid  of  any  combination. 

Alderman  Pi  escort— Did  not  that  Alderman 
vote  for  a  water  commission  last  year  ? 

Alderman  Power — I  have  voted  in  favor  of  some 
commissions  myself,  but  I  am  not  iu  favor  of 
turning  this  Government  upside  down  and  aban- 
doning a  charter  under  which,  as  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  14  says,  the  city  has  gained  an  envia- 
ble name,  and  under  which  we  have  a  Government 
that  there  is  no  other  on  this  continent  to  be  com- 
pared with.  I  should  like  the  Alderman  to  tell  iu 
what  department  there  is  w?,ste  or  fraud,  or  where 
tbecity's  monty  is  squandered.  Iknow  of  but  one, 
anil  that  is  the  school  department,  and  I  say  it 
openly,  and  will  vote  for  a  change  there.  If  this 
Board  had  control  over  that  department  there 
would  be  no  reason  to  complain  ;  but  we  have  no 
voice  in  it.  The  gentleman  took  an  oath  to  perform 
certain  duties  when  he  came  here,  and  his  only 
excuse  is  that  he  canrot  give  the  time.  Whydid  n't 


he  tell  his  coastituecrs  tbat  when  they  en- 
trusteo  it  into  his  hanris?  Why  did  he  deceive 
and  cheat  tbem?  Why  did  n't  he  tell  them,  when 
he  accepted  this  trust,  that  he  could  not  faithful- 
ly fulfil  it?  That  is  the  whole  story;  nobody  dare 
contradict  it.  I  don't  see  how  an  Alderman  can 
acknowledge  that  he  has  practised  deception,  and 
that  he  cannot  perform  the  duties  he  took  a  sol- 
emn oath  to  discharge.  If  I  thought  the  city  of 
Boston  had  lost  a  single  dollar  by  my  carelessness 
or  neglect  I  could  n't  feel  that  I  was  an  hon- 
est man  till  I  had  paid  it  back  into  the 
city  treasury.  It  is  a  poor  excuse  the  Aldeiman 
gives  to  his  constituents  who  have  confided  this 
trust  to  him.  IJ  don't  wish  by  any  tricks  or  par- 
liamentary tactics  to  stave  off  this  matter  tor  one 
moment.  It  is  evident  that  a  bare  majoiity  of 
this  Board  are  prepared  to  vote  for  this  charter; 
i  ut  I  say  it  is  not  creditable  to  chem  to  vote  for 
such  a  charter  with  the  little  time  they  have  had 
to  examine  into  the  working  of  this  Government, 
with  the  short-time  tbey  ha  ve  bad  to  look  into  its 
management. 

Ald?rman  Power  moved  to  amend  the  draft  by 
adding  section  181  of  tbe  craft  reported  by  the 
special  committee  to  secnon  189  of  the  araft  as 
amended  bv  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  [The  amend- 
ment would  place  the  Regisnar  of  Births,  Deaths 
and  Marriages  under  tbe  Board  of  Health.] 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  for  the  yeas  arid 
nays,  and  Alderman  Quircy  hoocd  it  would  be 
acted  on  at  once.  The  amendment  «  as  rejected — 
yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Y°as— Aldermen  Cla,  ti,  Harris,  Power,  Prescott, 
Worthingtou— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrag-,  O'Brien, 
Pope,  Quincy,  Stebbins,  Tiles — 7. 

The  order  was  !hen  passed— yeas  7,  nay?  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Chirk,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins — 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Ha, ris,  0'B;ien,  Powei,  Tiles, 
Wo:tbiugton — 5 

SeDt  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Hams,  tor  the  Committee  or  Sewers, 
submitted  orders  for  thecoostruction  of  seweis  as 
follows:  In  Schuyler  ajd  M.iple  streets;  iu  War- 
wick street,  between  Sterling  and  Windsorstrcets; 
in  Edgewood  stieer.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
Albert  Bowker  to  be  heard  on  sewers  in  Marginal 
street,  East  Boston.   Accepted. 

VEGETABLE  MARKETS. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Markets,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  ,  etitions  of  Samuel  Talbot,  Jr.,  and 
many  ofheis  that  the  city  would  hire  or  purchase 
for  market  purposes  lands  rear  the  easterly  end 
of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  and  the  petitions  of  An- 
drew F.  Allen  and  many  others,  that  the  city 
wol  Id  buy  or  hiie  the  laud  now  used  for  a  pro- 
duce uiaiket  at  the  head  of  India  wharf,  haviug 
carefully  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  suo- 
niit  the  following  ieport: 

In  1873  the  stieets  around  Fineuil  Hall  Market 
became  so  much  obstructed  by  the  great  num- 
ber of  vegetable  wagons  which  were  driven  in 
from  the  country  every  afternooD,  that  an  ur- 
gent demand  was  made,  both  by  the  own- 
eis  of  the  wagons  and  those  who  occupied 
pei  manent  places  of  business  in  the  vicinity,  that 
the  city  should  furuish  additional  facditi^s  for 
the  transaction  ol  eta's  branch  of  the  market  busi- 
ness. The  Committees  on  Markets  and  Licenses 
of  the  Board  of  Alderm  n  examined  the  snbject 
very  thoroughly,  and  united  iu  recommending  tbe 
passage  of  an  order  to  hire  a  portion  of  tbe  "Mer- 
cantile-whaif  properiy,  coveiing  about  50,000 
square  feet,  tor  a  term  of  one  year,  at  an  expense 
of  $2500.  Before  the  order  wr.s  passed  a  proposi- 
tion was  received  from  the  proprietors  of  India 
wharf  to  give  the  city  the  free  use  of  about  90,000 
square  feet  of  vacant  land  loc  ted  betw  een  India 
and  Central  wharves,  known  as  the  "o'uiup,"  for 
a  term  of  two  years  from  May  1, 1873.  This  propo- 
sition was  accepted,  and  the  grounds  were  ltume- 
diatclv  put  in  order  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
vegetable  market.  The  expense  incurred  m  so 
doing,  amounting  to  about  $5300,  was  to  be  reim- 
bursed to  the  city  by  m&king  a  small  charge  (or 
the  use  of  stands.  During  the  two  years  covered 
by  the  lease  the  city  has  received  from  rent  of 
stands  sufficient  to  pay  all  expenses  and  produce 
a  net  profit  of  $7100. 

As  the  lease  of  the  India-wharf  property  ex- 
pires on  the  1st  of  May,  this  Board  is  now  called 
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upon  to  determine  whether  it  shall  be  renewed 
upon  the  terms  offered  by  the  proprietors,  or 
whether  another  locality  shall  be  selected  upon 
terms  more  favorable  to  theci.y.  Numerous  pe- 
titions have  been  presented,  borh  for  and  against 
the  preseut  location;  and  your  committee  have 
given  the  subject  a  long  and riatient  investigation, 
with  a  view  to  the  determination  of  the  question 
in  iho  manner  best  calculated  to  promote  tie 
pie-eiU  and  future  interests  of  our  citizens.  The 
proprietors  of  the  India-wha.'t  property  made  a 
verbal  offer  to  lease  to  th»  city,  for  a  period  of 
thiee  years,  ;,bout  100,000  feet  of  their  land,  in 
con iideraiion  of  their  being  relieved  of  tbe  taxes, 
amounting  to  about  $0000  per  annum.  This  offer 
has  since  been  formally  withdrawn,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  not  informed  as  to  tin  terms  upon 
which  the  lease  of  these  grounds  woulJ  be  re- 
newed. 

The  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation  have  agreed 
to  give  tbe  city  the  free  use  of  the  lands  bounded 
by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mercantile  street,  Clinton 
street  extended,  and  Richmond  street  exten  red, 
containing  about  80,000  square  feet,  for  a  term 
of  three  years  from  May  1,  1875,  pay- 
ing .  11  the  taxes  asse^see!  thereon  during 
that  period;  also  tn  give  bond  to  convey  the 
lands  to  the  city  within  one  year  from  the  first  of 
May  for  the  sum  of  $ 4.76  per  square  foot  and  a 
proportional  part  of  the  taxes  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  bond. 

This  agreement  has  led  to  the  settlement  of  the 
long-standing  controversy  between  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  ciry,  growing  out  of  the  construction 
of- Atlantic  avenue.  The  co  potation  is  to  pay  the 
citv  $75,000  for  tilling,  sewerage  and  betterments, 
give  all  of  their  lands  included  within  the  lines  of 
Clinton  street,  extended  in  a  straight  line  to  At- 
lantic avenue  and  Kichmond  street,  extended 
from  Mercantile  street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  in  a 
line  substantially  parallel  with  Clinton  street.  By 
tins  fgreement  the  corporation  conveys  to  the 
city  free  of  expense  30,137  feet  of  land,  which  is 
taxed  at  about  $2.75  per  foo\ 

lu  connection  with  these  arrangements  with  the 
whaif  corporation,  a  settlement  has  been  effected 
of  the  tjuesiions  at  issu-  between  Hon.  Josiah 
Quiucy  anil  the  city.  Mr.  Qumcy  has  agreed  to 
pay  all  claims  against  him  ou  a  'count  of  the  con- 
struction of  Atlantic  avenue,  amounting  to 
$119,258.16,  give  all  the  land  required  of  him  for 
tbe  extension  of  Uii  ton  street,  and  pay  the  city 
in  addition  thereto  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

If  the  use  of  the  Mercartile- wharf  property  had 
been  offered  to  the  city  in  1873  upon  the  same 
terms  that  the  India-wharf  property  was  offered, 
it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  preferred,  as  it  is 
in  many  respects  better  adapteo  for  marktt  pui- 
poses.  It  is  considerably  nearer  Faneuil  Hall 
Market  a>  C  the  centre  of  the  wholesale  trade  in 
provisions.  It  was  state  i  by  those  who  are  famil- 
iar with  the  busioess,  that  nineteeu-tweirieths  of 
the  wholesale  dealers  are  located  north  of  State 
street.  The  concenuation  of  tbediffeientbranches 
of  this  wholesale  business  is  clearly  advantageous 
both  to  the  buyer  and  the  seller.  It  sharpens 
competition  and  tends  io  prevent  foie  tailing.  As 
much  the  larger  portion  of  the  demesne  produce 
is  brought  into  the  northerly  end  of  the  citv  by 
cars  or  w  agous,  the  lands  at  Meraantile  wharf  are 
more  cmvsuient  of  access  than  those  of  India 
whaif. 

The  citv  is  under  no  obligation  to  maintain  the 
establishment  at  India  wharf  beyond  the  peiiod 
of  the  lease.  The  loct:on  was  understood  to  be  a 
temporal y  one,  and  all  the  improvements  made 
by  the  city  and  by  those  who  occupied  the  giounds 
are  of  a  temporary  character.  A  more  convenient 
location  having  been  offered,  on  terms  nure  fa- 
vorable to  the  city,  there  is  no  go  jo  reason  whv  it 
should  not  be  accepted.  The  occupants  of  stands 
at  India  wharf,  who  have  been  induced  by  inter- 
ested parties  to  oppose  i  ny  change,  will  undoubt- 
edly see  tbe  wisdom  of  acquiescing  in  the  decision 
of  this  Board;  aod  when  the  change  is  effect  d 
they  will  find  that  the  best  interests  of  all  parties 
have  been  fairly  considered. 

The  committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  J.  Pbbscott, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  establish  a 
market  for  the  sale  of  provisions  and  perishable 
piodnce  oi  the  lands  owned  by  the  Mercantile 
Wharf  Corporation,  situated  and  lyinar  between 
Atlantic  avenue  and  Mercantile  stteet,  contain- 


ing eighty  thousand  square  feet,  more  or  le.-s; 
provided,  that  the  said  Mercantile  Wharf  Coipo- 
ration  will  give  the  city  a  lease  of  said  lands,  free 
of  rent,  for  a  period  of  three  years  fioin  the  first 
day  of  May,  1875,  and  will  agree  to  pay  the  taxes 
assessed  theieon  bv  the  city  during  the  time  of 
said  lease;  and  will  also  give  a  bono  to  couvey 
the  said  lands  to  He  city  at  any  time  w'tbin  one 
yea>  frou.  tiie  fir  t  day  of  May,  i875,  for  the  sum 
of  four  dollars  and  Srvertv-five  cents  per  square 
foot  ami  a  proportional  part  of  the  taxes  for  the 
unexpired  term  of  the  bond. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  if  there  was  no  objec- 
tion he  would  meve  that  the  order  take  its  second 
reaeliiig. 

Alderman  Poser  inquired  if  the  committee  were 
prepared  to  reconiineud  that  the  city  should  go 
into  this  sort  of  business  permanently.  It  th"y 
do,  yyhere  are  they  to  stop?  What  ao. vantage  is  it 
to  the  citizens  for  the  city  to  own  a  market  house  ? 
If  they  have  n't  something  better  to  show  than 
Quincy  Market,  theie  is  not  much  rea  on  foi  it. 
This  appears  to  be  a  question  which  the  Board  are 
afraid" to  discuss.  The  City  Government  seems 
to  be  afraid  to  touch  these  marketmen.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  stalls  are.  not  let  for  half  as 
much  as  they  should  be.  Before  going  into  another 
maikot  they  should  krow  what  has  been  there- 
suit  heretofore.  He  did  not  iucorse  the  city 
goiLg  into  business,  although  a  member  of  one 
boartl  who  have  done  it.  If  it  is  provided  by  one 
branch  it  might  be  for  another,  and  a  great  shoe 
ami  leather  exohaogp  would  be  as  well  to  have  as 
a  market.  It  had  nnver  been  shown  that  this 
qn  siionJiad  been  of  advantage  to  the  cit* ,  and 
it  should  be  gone  into  before  the  order  take.-;  a 
secoud  reading. 

Alderman  Preucott  said  that  the  market  system 
had  been  maintained  tor  the  last  fifty  years  and 
the  general  question  had  not  been  considered  by 
the  committee.  Accommodation  had  been  ftrr- 
nished  the  vegetable  wagons  for  the  last  half  a 
century.  The  city  now  derives  upwards  of  $100,- 
000  a  year  from  the  market  system.  The  stalls 
were  leased  last  year  for  a  terni  of  years  and  the 
only  question  now  was  whether  the  vegetable 
maiket  should  be  c  ratinued.  It  will  ce  a  long 
day,  he  thought,  before  the  city  will  consent  to 
give  up  the  system  ot  public  markets. 

Aldeiman  Burrage  wished  to  know  what  bene- 
fits rue  Mei  can  tile  Wharf  Company  expected  to 
receive  from  lease  of  ths  property  to  the  city  tree 
of  rent  and  taxes  for  three  years,  ami  whether 
they  die.  n't  expect  that  the  city  would  buy  it  at 
$4.75  a  foot  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  said  the  corporation  un- 
doubtedly ixpecte:!  it  would  biing  business  there, 
antl  perhaps  they  hoped  the  city  would  make  it 
permaueut,  which  the  city  may  find  it  for  its  in- 
terest to  do,  while  the  City  Council  have  a  year 
to  decide  it  in.  The  amount  th?.t  w  11  be  received 
will  be  greatly  in  excess  of  what  is  r-- quired  .to 
grat'e  and  reclaim  the  land. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  priper  thing  to  do 
was  to  lay  tbe  matter  on  the  table  and  request  the 
commi.'tee  to  ieoort  the  piesent  value  of  Quii  cy 
and  Faneuil  Hall  ma'kets,  the  net  income  received 
from  the  system,  and  the  expense  of  running  the 
system.  If  the  ;>ropert.v  cost  $300,000  over  forty 
years  ago,  it  must  be  worth  a  million  now.  If  it  is 
shown  that  the  city's  owning  the  market  makes 
piovinons  cheaper,  that  is  an  argument  in  favor 
ot  the  system.  A  great  deal  is  said  of  the 
toitunes  made  on  the  rent  of  stalls,  the 
leases  being  handed  down  fioru  one  family 
to  another  and  selling  at  a  larg^  bonus.  There 
is  no  reason  why  the  city  should  not  leceive  the 
benefit  of  thavt  demand  for  the  stabs  as  well  :s 
privare  individuals. 

Al tie rman  Prescott  said  the  Board  could  obtain 
the  information  if  desired,  but  it  no  other  objec- 
tion is  offered  there  should  be  no  obstacle  to  the 
passage  of  the  order.  It  it  i-;  desirable  to  ^ive  up 
the  property  it  cannot  be  done  till  the  leaes  ex- 
pire; but  he  had  no  idea  that  the  city  woultl  de- 
sire to  do  so.  He  alluded  to  the  efforts  in  pre- 
vious years  to  accommodate  the  market  gar- 
deners in  the  streets  until  it  could  be  no 
longer  done;  the  India-wharf  property  was 
leased,  and  that  lease  expires  this  week,' and  it 
will  take  some  time  to  arrange  the  new  location. 
He  would  not  press  the  order  if  objection  were 
marh  .  If  speedy  action  is  taken  all  the  stands 
can  be  let  in  the  new  market.. 

Alderniar  O'Brien  would  be  happy  to  vote  tor 
the  orde^,  because  the  concentration  of  the  pro- 
vision business  afforue  •  an  opportunity  for  effi- 
cient inspection,  which  is  a  great  point  gained. 
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Alderman  Power  thought  the  question  raised  an 
imoortant  one.  The  present  order  looks  like 
another  market  house,  else  why  are  the  owners 
willing:  to  1ft  three  or  four  tbou-and  feet  of  land 
to  the  city  for  nothing  and  pay  taxes  on  it.  The 
busiTiess  should  be  concentrated,  of  course,  but 
the  question  is  whether  it  is  any  accommodation 
to  the  people  for  the  city  to  own  the  houses,  and 
stronger  evidence  should  be  adduced  than  has 
been  presented.  It  was  not  creditable  to  pass  an 
order  like  that  without  more  evidence  by  which  to 
defend  tiieir  action. 

Alderman  Burrage  thought  it  was  a  question 
whether  the  city  should  enter  into  competition 
with  the  owners  of  the  India-wbaif  property, 
who  J.re  leasing  the  stands  there-;  but  as  the  com- 
mittee have  had  several  hearings,  he  would  defer 
to  their  judgment. 

Aliermau  Power  moved  that  the  order  lie  on 
the  table,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Markets  be 
instructed  to  get  the  information  he  suggested, 
and  report  the  present  value  of  the  property  let 
for  market  purposes,  and  the  expenses  of  run- 
ning the  department.  It  was  an  important  ques- 
tion ;  a  great  many  weie  inteiested  in  it.  He  had 
heard  that  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  dollars  was  not 
an  unusual  sum  to  pay  for  a  stall  in  Quincy  Mar- 
ket, and  t>e  thought  more  information  should  oe 
had  bffore  action. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Markets  be  au- 
thorized to  assign  stands  to  the  several  applicants 
therefor  upon  the  grounds  leased  to  the  city  by 
the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation,  and  to  estab- 
lish the  rates  of  compensation  to  be  paid  by  the 
occupants  of  stands;  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  is  hereby  authorized  an  1  di- 
rected tn  collect  the  sums  designated  by  the  said 
committee acd  p*y  the  same  into  the  city  treas- 
ury. 

In  ieply  to  an  inquiry  by  Alderman  Po  <7er,  Al- 
derman Prescott  stated  that  the  plan  of  leasing 
stands  was  to  set  the  lowest  price  on  them  that 
the  city  would  take  and  then  offer  them  to  the 
highest  bidder. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $12,000  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  transferred  from  Vr.e  Reseived 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Markets,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
mer  in  grading  and  preparing  for  market  pur- 
poses the  grounds  leased  to  tee  city  by  the  Mer- 
cantile Wharf  Corporation,  lying  between  Atlan- 
tic avenue  auu  Mercantile  street. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submiited  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Billiard  License  Transferred — T.  Q.  Lowd,  84 
West  Springfield  street,  to  D.  Leavitt  Lowd. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — Five  bootblacks, 
eleven  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted  —  Frederick 
Maccabe,  to  give  variety  entertainment  at  Beet- 
hoven Hall  tor  five  weeks,  commencing  April  26 ; 
W.  B.  Stacey,  to  give  a  concert  at  Tremont  Tem- 
ple, April  28;  Howes  &  Cushing's  United  States 
Circus,  to  perform  in  ttis  city  in  June;  John  H. 
Murray,  to  exhibit  a  circus  in  this  city. 

Hack  Stand  Tiansferred— John  Carr,  from  Prov- 
idence Depot  to  83  Providence  street. 

Wagon  License  Granted — W.  H.Lyman  &  Co., 
to  run  parcel  express. 

Pawnbroker  Licensed— Edward  Rivett,  273  Han- 
over street. 

Dealers  in  Second-Hand  Articles  Licensed- 
Samuel  Reinstein,  1246  Tremont  street;  Robert 
Newton,  15  Ward  street. 

Application  to  take  Birds  and  Eggs  for  Scien- 
tific Purposes  Refused— James  M.  Cliilds,  89  Mt, 
Pleasant  avenue,  Boston  Highlands. 

Severally  accepted. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  expense  for  extra  clerk  hire 
incurred  by  the  City  Treasurer  in  receiving  the 
fees  for  licenses  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liq- 
uors, be  charged,  upon  the  approval  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasury  Department,  to  the  re- 
ceipts from  said  fees. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 


STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usuel  conditions  on  the  following  petitions 
lor  leave  to  occupy  stables:  Thomas  Lane,  Paris 
street,  near  Marion,  four  horses;  William  Man- 
ning, Pike  street,  rear  831  Albany  street;  Martin 
M.  Eaily,  BoyUtou  avenue,  between  Green  and 
Boylston  streets;  acd  recommending  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Thomas  Lane  for  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses,  on  Paris  street,  near 
Marion  streei.    Seveially  accepteo. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  armory  occupied  by  Com- 
pany D,  Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M., 
at  the  corner  of  Orleans  and  Webster  streets, 
East  Boston,  be  approved  a.-<  a  suitable  place  tor 
the  deposit  of  arms  and  equipments. 

Read  twice  aad  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commit  ee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $250 
in  fitting  up  and  furnishing  the  armory  occupiec 
by  Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  at 
the  corner  of  Lowell  asd  Causeway  streets;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Ar- 
mories. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered ,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  purchase  engines  and  provide  the 
necessary  apparatus  for  moving  the  draw  of 
Broadway  Bridge,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Rebuilning  Broadway 
Bridge. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

PERMIT    FOR   STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing the  petition  of  Jamiica  Plain  Aqueduct  Com- 
pany, tor  leave  to  use  ste^m  engine  on  Chestnut 
street,  Ward  17.    Accepted. 

HIGH  SERVICE  WORKS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  requested 
to  consider  and  repoit  to  the  City  Council  what 
changes  are  necessary  in  the  system  of  high  ser- 
vice works  to  meet  the  pieseiitand  prospective 
wants  of  those  depending  upon  that  seiviee  for  a 
water  supply;  also  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  subject  of  laying  a  new  main  from  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir. 
Read  twice  and  yassed.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL     MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitced  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  in  favor  of  granting  peti- 
tion of  George  F.  Gordon,  for  leave  to  transfer 
lease  of  stall  No.  5  New  Faneuil  Hall  Market  to 
Henry  F.  Locke.    Accepted. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Aldeimau  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  to  Ezra  Farnsworth  et  al.  to  use 
Faneuil  Hall  on  Tuesday  afternoon  next,  from  3to 
5  P.  M.,  for  a  service  by  Henry  Varley,  the  revival- 
ist.   Accepted. 

CHAPMAN  SCHOOLHOUSE    LOT. 

Alde.'inau  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  the 
request  or  School  Committee,  lor  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional land  adjoining  Chapmau  Schoolbouse  m 
East  Boston,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committeeon  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the 
Public  School  Department,  the  lotot  land  situated 
on  Eutaw  street,  adjoining  the  yard  of  the  Chap- 
man Schoolbouse,  owned  by  Cushing  Barnes,  and 
coutaiuing  7500  square  feet,  more  or  less,  the 
price  p;,id  therefor  not  to  exceed  one  dollar  per 
square  foot;  to  be  charged  to  the  appiopriation 
for  the  Chapman  Sehoolhouse  Yard. 

Read  once. 

THE    CENSUS. 

AMerman  Quincy  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Census  on  t'e  part  of  the  Board 
recommending 'eave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Stephen  G.  Jones  and  Dean  Dudley,  for  leave  to 
take  the  decennial  census.    Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APRIL    S9,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDBEMEN  FOE 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  E.  B.  Oliver,  S.  H.  Munson,  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company,  James  S.Bean,  Bos- 
ton University,  Mary  U.  Johnson,  C.  F.Donnelly 
et  al.,  Andrew  Newman  and  Josiah  Hitchcock,  and 
James  Allen  &  Son.    Severally  referred. 

Order  to  declare  land  forfeited  to  the  city  by 
Michael  Geraghty,  on  Hanover  street,  for  breach 
of  conditions.  Laid  on  the,  table,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2. 

Order  for  City  Engineer  to  report  what  changes 
are  necessary  in  the  system  of  high-service  works, 
and  on  the  subject  of  a  new  main  from  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Water,  oo  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12. 

Report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of 
laudadjoining  the  Chapman  Sehoolhouse  yard,— 
7500  feet,  more  or  less, — sr  not  exceeding  $  1.00  per 
square  foot.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  charge  the  exoens<?  for  extra  clerk-hire 
in  receiving  the  fees  for  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  to  the  r;ceipts  from  said 
fees.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  S.  A.jDenio  as  a  Di- 
rector for  Public  Institutions,  in  place  of  Benja- 
min Dean,  elected  by  this  Council.  The  Council 
proceeoed  to  ballot,  Messrs.  Parker  of  Ward  14, 
Trull  of  Ward  21,  and  Leighton  of  Ward  1  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 65 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

Benjamin  Dean 41 

Svlvanus  A.  Denio 23 

William  Sayward 1 

And  Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected,  in  non  con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

The  older  referring  the  matter  of  the  pay  of  la- 
borers in  the  Health  Department  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health  came  down  with  an  amendment  for 
said  committee  to  consider  ths  expediency  of  re- 
porting an  order  fixing  a  per-diem  rate  of  j  ay- 
ment  to  said  laborers. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  hoped  the  Council 
would  adhere  to  its  original  vote,  and  so  moved. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  who  offered  the  order, 
said  he  intended  it  to  convey  the  meaning  em- 
bodied in  the  amendment,  and  hoped  the  Council 
would  coucut. 

Mr,  Flynn  of  Waul  7  believed  the  committee 
would  give  tbe  subject  thoughtful  attention,  and 
hoped  tbe  Council  would  concur. 

The  motion  to  adhere  was  h>st.  and  the  Council 
concurred  in  the  amendment. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  $250  in  fitting  up 
and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  A.  Ninth 
Regiment.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Draft  of  the  new  city  charter  as  amended  by  the 
Aldermen  in  committee  of  the  whole.  (City  Doc. 
No.  50,)  with  an  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition 
the  Legislatuie  for  an  act  substantially  with  its 
provisions.  The  order  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading  and  specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday 
evening  at  nine  o'clock. 

VEGETABLE   MARKET. 

An  order  for  a  transfer  of  $12,000  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Markets,  for 
the  purpose  of  grading,  for  market  purposes,  the 
lands  leaded  to  the  city  by  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Corporation,  came  down  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  should  like  at  this  time 
simply  to  ca'l  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this 
matter,  which  I  think  is  not  fully  understood  by 
The  Council.  If  I  understand  the  matter  aright— 
there  may  be  those  here  wbo  can  explaiu  it— it  is 
the  beginning  of  an  addition  to  the  great  monop- 
oly which  now  exists  at  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy 
markets.  I  can  at  this  present  time  call  it  by  no 
other  name,  s.nd  if  I  am  wroug  in  thus  calling 
attention  to  it,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  set  right ;  and 
members  of  the  Council  here,  who  are  more 
tamiliar  with  the  subject,  and  wiser  than  I  am, 
can  do  so.    If  I  understand  the  order,  it  is  to  ap- 


propriate $12,000  for  grading  and  filling  up  a 
certain  portion  of  the  property  near  Quincy 
Market,  which  it  has  been  in  contemplation  should 
be  provided  for  a  vegetable  market.  Now,  sir, 
for  the  last  two  years  we  have  had  an  excellent 
vegetable  market  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  in 
reading  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Markets  I 
find  that  it  has  averaged  a  net  income  to  the  city  of 
over  $7000  during  the  two  years  it  has  been  leased. 
The  farmers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston  to  the 
number,  I  think,  of  at  least  200 — I  may  be  wrong 
in  my  figures,  because  I  got  them  in  a  very  hascy 
mauner  today,  with  very  little  time  for  considera- 
tion; but  I  think  tbe  number  is  nearly  200 — 
from  the  whole  circuit  around  Bostonhavebi  ought 
their  vegetables  to  tnis  market,  which  is  now 
under  tne  control  of  the  city,  on  what  is  now 
called  the  "dump,"  supposed  to  contain  seventy, 
eighty  or  ninety  thousand  squ  .re  feet,  and  locate'd 
betweenlndia  and  Central  whaives.  They  nave  done 
business  there  successfully  and  very  much  to  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  ana  it  is  uow  proposed  that 
the  city  shall  give  up  its  interest  there  and  locate 
>n  another  place.  As  I  understand  tbe  matter,  in 
addition  to  this  appropriation  of  $12,000— it  is 
more  than  double  the  amount  whioh  was  appro- 
priated for  filling  up  and  grading  the  dump— it 
is  proposed  that  the  city  should  take  a  bond 
for  80,000  or  90,000  square  feet  of  land  upon 
Mercantile  wharf,  which  the  said  corpora- 
tion agree  to  sell  at  the  rate  of  $4.75  per  foot. 
That  property  is  taxed  today  for  less  than  two 
dollars  per  foot  on  the  average,  and  I  know 
what  1  say  when  I  speak  of  a  portion  of  it  beiug 
taxed  at  $2.50  a  foot ;  but  I  am  speaking  now  of 
the  Thole  property;  and  directly  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street  land  is  taxed  for  seventy-five 
cents  a  foot.  I  h*ve  seen  the  returns  today. 
Now,  sir,  it  the  city  of  Koston  is  going  into  the 
wholesale  market  ousinessiu  this  way,  it  is  time 
the  people  knew  it,  because  if  fieie  is  any  one 
thing  that  brings  up  the  cost  of  living  in 
the  city  of  Boston  it  is  the  expense  of  provisions, 
and  I  undertake  to  say  that  a  monopoly  is  kept 
up  which  adds  an  enormous  expense  for  our  pro- 
visions. I  don't  want  to  see  that  monopoly  eu- 
laiged;  but  I  would  rath t-r  see  40,  50  or  100  other 
markets  around  in  different  parts  of  the  city 
thau  to  see  them  concentrated  at  one  point.  J 
•  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this 
matter  at  this  ;ime  because  I  think  it  is  ot  very 
great  importance  today.  I  don't  know  wny 
the  city  of  Boston  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
more  for  piovisions  for  oui  families  by  twenty 
to  twenty-five  per  cent,  than  is  paid  in  any  other 
city  on  this  continent,  which  is  literally  true. 
This  matter  ouirbt  to  be  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  people,  who  ought  to  have  the 
light  to  come  befoie  die  City  Government 
ami  pass  upon  it.  I  believe  it  is  greatly  for 
tbe  interest  of  tbe  people  to  liave  the  vegetable 
market  continued  where  it  is.  This  ground  is 
s.lready  in  order.  I  took  a  walk  around  tiiere 
of  about  two  hours  this  morning,  and  went  to  the 
various  markets  a  <  asked  tiie  prices  of  vege- 
tables. In  the  first  place,  oeing  rearer  to  the 
City  Hall  in  my  walks,  I  went  dowu  to  the 
present  vegetaole  market  and  asked  the  price  of 
potatoes. 

A  Voice — Small  potatoes? 

Mr.  Shaw — Yes.  small  enough.  And  the  men 
who  advocate  tois  cause  will  piove  themselves 
smaller  potatoes  even.  I  inquired  tne  price  of 
Early  Rose  potatoes  1  saw  i here— not  beina  n  ucta 
ota farmer,  l  can't  judge  very  well — ami  they 
said  $2.25  a  i)  reel.  1  went  ou  to  another  place, 
"What  is  the  pnes  of  Early  Rose  potatoes?" 
"$2.25  a  barrel."  1  had  got  the  information  I  de- 
sired on  that  point.  Then  I  ivalked  town  to  Mer- 
cantile whaif,  where  it  is  proposed  to  bring  the 
city  in  debt  rhiee  oi  four  bundled  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  walked  up  towards  Quincy  and  Faneuil 
Hall  market,  along  South  Mai  ket  street.  "What 
is  the  price  of  Early  Ro'e  potatoes?"'  "S3  per 
barrel;  Peach  Blossoms,  $3.50";  and  some  others 
were  $2.75.  Then  l  walked  alon>r  to  another 
stand  'What's  the  price  of  potatoes?"  "Early 
Rose  $2.75."  Then  at  another  place,  "Early  Rosa 
$3,  Peach  Blossoms,  or  Peach  Blows"— I  am 
not  a  farmer — $3.50,  etc.  Tim  is  a  sam- 
cle,  sir,  of  what  a  disinterested  party  will 
learn  when  walking  along  there,  and  a«ki\.g  rue 
price,  a.  d  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fair  sample.  Xow, 
if  it  ousts  five  per  cent.  more.  sir.  to  fie  people  to 
buy  their  potatoes  down  by  Quincy  Market  than 
it  doe:  down  upon  lb?  dump.  why.  I  tuioK  the 
people  ought  to  know  it,  for  it  is  true  that  it  costs 
rive  per  cent.  more,  generally.    Now.  sir.  1  am 
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saying  nothing  against  the  prices.  I  presume 
that  the  dealers  maybe  compelled,  by  reason  of 
their  expenditures,  to  charge  a  high  sum,  and, 
therefore,  I  don't  want  to  repeat  and  and  co  that 
great  monopoly.  The  people  were  driven  away,  and 
were  compelled  to  go  awav  two  or  three  years 
ago,  because  there  was  not  rqom  enough  there, 
and  the  farmers  gathered  upon  this  space  upon 
the  dump,  SO  called,  and  gave  very  great  satisfac- 
tion. Now.  the  time  has  very  nearly  passed  for 
this  lease  to  run  out,  and  I  ain  informed  by  par- 
ties who  know  that  about  100  farmers  have  relo- 
cated themselves  at  that  place  and  retaken  then- 
leases,  and  that  many  more  contemplate  doing 
the  same  thine.  Now,  why  is  it  necessary  fur  the 
city  of  Koston  to  take  another  placo  when 
the  present  one.  accommodates  all  the  vege- 
table producers,  :nd  can  accommodate  all 
who  come  in,  and  can  ooso  at  a  profit  of  $7000— why 
should  the  city  encumber  its<  It  with  another  place 
and  market  and  go  to  »  ork  to  spend  $12,000  to  tit 
up  that  place,  and?  then  take  a  bond  for  it,  which, 
as  1  said  before,  isin  reality  a  contract  to  purchase 
in  one  year  at  $4.75  a  fool,  property  that  Is  taxed 
now  at'i.ot  far  irom  $2.50.  Then  I  read,  si- .—be- 
cause I  wouldn't  rerer  to  any  other  branch,  but 
here  is  a  matter  of  public  interest,  inane  in  a  pub- 
lic report— that  certain  parties  upon  whom  certain 
betterments  have  oeen  assessed,  amounting  to  a 
hundred  and  forty  or  sixtv  thousand  dollars,  more 
or  less,— I  have  n't  had  lime  to  get  all  the  paitiCU- 
lars— and  it  is  reported  tint  they  have  been  set- 
tled with  by  the  payment  ot  $75,000,  or  less  than 
one-half  the  amount,  in  consideration  of  which 
such  and  such  things  are  to  be  d.me,  and  the  city 
is  to  have  a  bond  and  this  money  Is  to  be  appro- 
priated. Now,  sir,  in  coining  to  thee  conclusions 
—1  have  no  more  interest  in  this  than  airy  other 
man;  it  is  true  I  know  .norc  about  it  than  some 
others,  because  1  was  one  of  the  earliest  advo- 
cates of  settling  a  vegetable  market  down  upon 
that  dump — whatldesiie  to  get  at  are  the  tacts 
in  this  case.  No  man  will  r.e  moie  ready  to  take 
the  back  track  when  1  in  convinced  thac  1  am 
■wrong,  and  I  intend  to  take  the  back  track  tonight 
upon  another  matter,  which  will  be  seen  when  it 
comes  up.  But  1  want  to  see  what  this  matter  is 
and  if  1  am  wrong  I  want  to  be  set  light,  and  in 
order  to  obtain  information,  I  move  thac  the  mat- 
ter be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  said  the  question  was  only  on  a 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  whicn  is 
simply  a  preliminary  stage. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  perfectly  well  aware  of  the  stage 
of  the  order,  and  that  \v  s  why  he  desired  aelay. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  rise  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table,  it  being  only  a  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  finance  and  commits  us  to 
nothing.  Members  who  are  ignorant  of  this  mat- 
ter will  hen  have  plenty  of  time  to  investigate 
the  subject,  and  it  will  then  be  advsneed  one 
stage  upon  its  passage  if  it  is  to  pass.  The  ge  rle- 
man  from  Ward  5  may  be  correct  in  every  particu- 
lar; lknow  nothing  of  this  matter;  I  hope  it  will 
be  referred  to  the  committee  and  that  thev  will 
report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  endeavored  to  make 
myself  perfectly  clear  upon  this  matter.  I  have  n't 
a  doubt  about  what  the  report  will  be.  It  is  simply 
an  entering  wedge,  and  it  actually  commits  the 
city.  If  you  appropriate  this  $12,000  for  taking 
this  piece  of  property,  why,  you  have  then  got  to 
go  on  with  it.  That  is  where  the  trouble  comes,  by 
going  on  with  work;  the  property  will  be  bought 
for  a  great  deal  more  than  it  is  worth  per  foot.  I 
don't  think  it  is  tor  the  interest  of  the  people.  A 
matter  of  so  much  importance  as  this  should  be 
known  by  the  people.  I  am  opposed  to  consoli- 
dating everything  into  one  quarter.  Give  us  mai- 
kets  all  over  the  city,  where  the  poor  can  buy  their 
po'atoes  all  over  the  city  at  reasonable  prices.  Give 
us  a  market  where  the  poor  people  can  buy  then- 
provisions  cheap.  "Why  is  it,  sir— of  couise  I  am 
wandering  out  of  my  line— that  up  here  m  Ver- 
gennss,  Derby,  and  in  places  ne;  i  us  in  Vermont, 
butter  can  be  bought  at  twenty  cent:^  a  pound  and 
muse  be  sold  at  Paneuil  Hall  Market  for  forty 
cents?  Do.s  it  cost  that  to  get  the  butter  down 
here?  It  is  the  enormous  expenditures,  sir,  paid 
for  the  extravagant  bonuses  For  stalls  in  Faneuil 
Hall  and  Quincy  markets,  which  causes  these 
great  prices.  Now, sir,  shall  we  continue  to  m  iin- 
sain  tlsai  monopoly?  I  hope  the  matter  may 
lie  upon  the  table  till  I  can  be  better  informed. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22— This  is  tatber  a  vexed 
question  and  one  I  think  the  Council  do  not 
thoroughly  understand  at  this  present  moment. 
There  is  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  in  regard  to 


it,  and  I  realty  should  like  to  be  better  informed 
myself.  There  is  a  great  oeal  of  difference  in  re- 
gaul  to  this  case,  aim  of  course,  as  wa  have  but 
one  interest  to  serve  we  should  legislate  with  scru- 
tiny and  care.  Therefore  I  hope  it  will  lie  upon 
the  table. 
The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

S\1,ARJES  OF  LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS, 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries, -with  an 
ordei  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  License  Commis- 
sioners at  $3500,  to  he  defrayed  from  the  receipts 
for  license- ,  came  down  for  concurrence. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Cushnjan  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  the  idle 
be  suspended  that  the  order  may  pass  tonight. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22— 1  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  his  reason  tor  carrying  it  tonight. 

Mr.  Cusumau— The  act  takes  effect  on  the  first 
of  May. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  put  upon  iis  passage. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— I  don't  know  what  the 
duties  of  these  commissioners  will  be,  these  Com- 
missioners of  License,  but  I  don't  like  holding  out 
the  idea  that  we  have  got  to  pay  them  so  much. 
Whether  the  money  is  received  from  licenses  or 
by  taxation  it  makes  little  difference  to  me,  and  I 
move  to  ame  no.  by  striking  out  *500,  so  that  the 
salaries  \vi\l  be  $3000. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3—1  hooe  and  trust  the 
amendment  will  not  prevail.  It  is  very  essential 
that  the  salaries  should  be  $3500  in  order  to  get 
good  men.  I  don't  know  of  any  good  men  we 
could  get  for  $3000  a  year. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — It  appears  to  me  tlia* 
when  the"  names  are  submitted  to  the  Council,  so 
that  the  Council  can  know  who  they  a'e,  and  who 
are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  that  that  will 
be  the  proper  time  tor  us  to  determine  upon  the 
salaries  of  those  ofliceis,  and  therefore  I  hope  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  will  not 
prevail,  but  that  the  matter  will  lie  upon  the  table 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council.  By  that 
time  the  names  of  tue  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Cor.ncil,and  we  can  then  better  judge  what 
salary  to  give  them. 

Mr.  Bracken  ot  Ward  10— I  hope  the  amendment, 
will  not  prevail  If  it  does  the  order  must  go 
back  to  the  Board  of  Aldeimeu  for  action,  and 
that  will  cause  a  delay  of  a  number  of  davs  It  is 
important  that  it  should  be  done  by  the  first  of 
May.  Ir  seems  to  me  that  rhe  reason  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  is  not  a  good  one.  It  looks 
like  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse  to  appoint 
the  commissioners  and  then  fix  their  salaries.  I 
hope  the  appointment  will  not  be  made  until  the 
salaries  are  fixed. 

Mr.  Flj  nn  of  Ward  7 — It  seems  to  me  to  be  put- 
ting the  cart  before  the  horse  to  establish  the  sal- 
aries of  the  commi.-sioners  before  the  commis- 
sioners are  appointed.  You  come  in  here  and  ask 
us  to  make  salanes  for  commissioners  of  whom 
we  know  nothing,  who  have  not  even  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor.  You  don't  know  whether 
they  are  worth  $10  or  $10,000,  and  still  you  make 
the  salaries  tor  the  commissioners  and  say  to  the 
Mayor  "Go  on  and  make  your  appointments,  and 
we  will  confirm  them."  Now  I  say  that  until 
the  Mayor  sends  to  the  Council  the  names  of  those 
commissioners  it  is  not  our  duty  to  lix  their  sal- 
aries. By  the  law  the  Mayor  is  not  allowed  to  ap- 
point those  commissioi  ers  until  the  first  day  of 
May,  and  yet  you  are  going  on  and  establishing 
the  salaries,  without  any  authority,  today.  If  the 
Mayor  had  had  the  power  he  woul 1  have  sentin  the 
names  of  these  commissioners  here  that  they  might 
be  confirmed  by  this  Council.  Now,  sir,  I  say  if  is 
not  right  and  proper  und  er  this  act  to  fix  the  salaries 
of  the  commissioners  without  knotting  who  they 
are  to  be.  Yet  you  desire  to  go  on  and  fix  the  sal- 
aries without  knowing  what  kind  of  men  we  are 
to  have.  Is  there  a  member  of  this  Council  who 
will  say  that  he  will  co  'firm  any  person  whom  the 
Mayor  may  send  in?  Why  then,doyou  go  on  and 
fix  a  salary  for  the  commissioners  without  first 
knowing  that  you  have  agreed  to  abide  by  the  act 
which  has  been  passed  by  the  Legislature? 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— It  strikes  me,  sir,  that 
there  re  certain  duties  prescribed  for  these  com- 
missioners just  as  there  are  for  men  in  any  occu- 
pation in  life.  We  know  very  well  what  these 
commissioners  will  be  required  to  do,  and  we  fix 
the  salary  for  the  office.  We  need  not  wait  till 
somebody  sends  in  a  set  of  .names  for  us  to  act 
upon  to  see  if  they  are  those  that  we  wish  to  re- 
ward with  a  salary   because  chey  are  our  friends. 
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Mr.  Flyiin  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man one  question- 
Mi-  Guild— I  believe  I  have   the   floor  and  will 
hear  the  geDtletnan  when  I  get  through. 
Mr.  Flynn— It  is  about  the  law. 
Mr.  Guild — If  the   gentleman  desires  10   make 
point;  let  him  make  them  in  his  own  time  and  dolt 
in  his  own  speech.  I  dontproposeto  discuss  the  law. 
I  suppose  it  is  gei.etally  understood  that  the  com- 
missioners are  to  have  charge  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  law,  and  it  seems  to  ms  to  be  an  absurdity 
to  establish  their  salaiies  after  they  have  been 
appointed.    You  cannot  get  good  men  until  you 
decide  what  you   will  pay  thputi.    If  you  fix  the 
salary  at  $3000  or  $4000,  then  vou  establish  a  basis 
for  ths  Mayor  to  act  on  in  the  selection  of  the 
men  you  are  to  emoloy.    But  when  y .m  do  not  de- 
cide on   the  salary  till  the  n?mes  are  brought  in, 
ergo,  as  the  gentieinan  remarks,  I  will  not  vote  for 
a  high  salaiv  unless  the  individual  pleases  me; 
if  he  does  I  will  vote  $3500,  if  not  I  will  vote  less. 
Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16-  l  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  wi!l  prevahVbut  not 
foi   the  reason  set  forth  by  the  gentleman  from 
Wa  d  7.    HI  understand  this  matter  the  commis- 
sioners ate  not  to  issue  licenses  to  persons  to  sell 
liquor,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  requirements  of 
chat  office  will  demand  either   the  time  or  the 
ability  which  we  recive  from  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners, to  w  horn  we  pay  $3500.    I  don't  think  an y 
member  of  tbia  Council  will  pretend  that  the  du- 
ties are  anything  as  onerous  or  call  foi  anything 
like  the  capacity  which  is  demanded  by  the  other 
commissioners  in  the  City   Government;    I  think 
that   men   qualified    to    perform   the    duties   of 
this  office  can  be  h?xl  for  $3000  a  year,  and  I  hope 
the  amendment  will   pievaii    for   the  reason  that 
we,  can  gtt  men   unquestionably   suitable  to   per- 
form the   duties  of   the   office   for  that   amount. 
There  is  no  especial   reason  why  we  should   give 
an  inferior   eommisrion    the  same  salary  that  we 
give  the  most  important,  perhaps,  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  City  Government. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20 — I  am  not  a  lawy-ei,  but  1 
know  what  is  light.  In  reading  the  law  it  struck 
me  that  $9000  was  sufficient  to  run  that  commis- 
sion. Their  duties  are  strictly  executive.  They  are 
to  have  rooms  and  hearings  and  are  only  to  exe- 
cute the  law,  and  it  struck  me  that  we  couldn't 
ger  any  betiei  men  for  $10,500  than  we  would  for 
$9000.  '  I  would  have  gone  for  $2500.  There  are  " 
only  a  few  licenses  to  be  granted,  and  I  don't 
think  it  will  require  either  so  much  laDoi  or  at- 
tention a,s  are  given  now  by  superintendents  in 
this  building  for  less  salary.' 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  differ  altogether 
from  the  gentleman  from   Ward  16.      I  thiiik  the 
duties  which  these  commissioners   will  have  to 
perform  will  be  very  delicate  and  oi.erous,  and 
will  require  what  we  rarely  find  in  men— a  great 
deal  of  firmness  of  character,  and,  above  all,  in- 
dependence.   There  are  3500  or  mo.e  people  eu- 
gaged  in  the  liquor  business  in   the   city  of  Bos- 
ton;     the   penalties   inflicted   upon    tlios      who 
violate  this   law   are  very  stringent.     It   is   the 
next  door  to  a  prohibitory  law',  and  I  say  that 
the  duties  devolving  upon  the  commissioners  in 
cariying  it  out  will  be  very  delicate  indeed,  and  I 
say  that  the  salary  should  be  large  enough  to  get 
the  kind  of  people  who  will  carry  out  the  mten 
tioa  of  the  Legislature  in  legard  to  this  license 
law,  and  will  give  it  a  fair  test  in  tin*  City  of  Bos 
ton,  where  it  is  to  be  tried,  if  trie i l  at  all.    To  do 
that,  it  will  require  men  who  are  above  all  politi- 
cal influence,  and  wboknownofavor;  aod  we  must 
give   such    men    a   liberal   compensation.    Their 
duties  will  be  soin;  thing  more  than  the  mere  giv 
ing     out     of     licenses.       If   1   remembe'-     the 
re;  ding     of     the     law,     men      whose      license 
it    is    proposed     to    take     away    have    a    right 
to  a  hearing ;  and  we  should  have  men  of   in 
dependence  and  judgment,  for  it  will  require  a 
great  deal  of  firmness  on  the  part  of  the  commis- 
sioners,   't  he  salary  proposed  is  none  too  much  to 
get  the  men  we  ought  to  have   in    that  position. 
Such  a  law  has  been  tried  here    before,   but  the 
license  commissioners  brought   it   into  disgrace, 
and  the  consequence  was  we   had    a    prohibitory 
law.    If  we  are  to    have   tbis    law  let  it  be  fairly 
tried,  and  enforced  to  the  strict  letter  in  the  city 
of   Boston;    and    the    only    way    to    do    it  is  to 
have     able     men,     and     above     all     men     of 
independence,  free    from  party   affiliations  and 
political   influence,   and  who    don't  care  a  ceut 
about  anybody  or  anything  except  to  enforce  that 
law.    Therefore  I  ani  in  f.iviir  of -placing  a  liboial 
salary  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor,  who  can  thus 
select  the  proper  men  to  discharge  the  duties.    I 


don't  believe  in  waiting  rill  the  commissioners  are 
nominated,  and  then  giving  them  a  small  salarv 
because  "ve  don't  happen  to  like  the  men.  I  don't 
thmk  it  is  a  fair  position  i  o  put  the  Mayor  in ;  he 
must  know  what  the  salaries  are  before' he  can  se- 
lect the  candidates. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
gentlemnv  from  Ward  7  expiess  bimselt  in  the 
manner  he  does  at  this  time ;  but  I  can  say  to  th  it 
gentltman  that  had  he  expressed  the  same  senti- 
ments to  the  people  of  the  ward  in  which  he  lives 
at  the  caucuses,  he  would  not  have  represented 
them  in  this  Council.  I  bslieve,  si' ,  that  th"  peo- 
ple of  Ward  7  are  as  willing  and  anxious  to  con- 
form to  the  license  law  as  any  othei  people  in  the 
ciry  ;  but  I  believe  they  object  to  certain  portions 
of  it,  and  until  soins  persons  are  nomi- 
nated heie,  and  we  know  who  aie  to 
enforce  thf  law,  I  believe  we  should  not 
fix  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners.  The  geu- 
tleman  from  Ward  7  believes  in  putting  in  certain 
high-toned  men.  th:  l  tbey  should  be  of  a  certain 
class  and  character,  and  that  they  should  enforce 
the  law.  I  can  only  say  in  reiteration  of  what  I 
said  before,  that  if  the  gentleman  had  u-ed  *hat 
argument  before  he  was  sent  to  the  Council,  1 
think  he  would  have  failed  to  receive  the  requisite 
number  of  votes  to  entitle  him  to  a  seat. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— What  I  have  ever 
said  m  the  Council  or  ibe  Legislature  or  elsewhere 
never  troubled  me  with  regard  to  my  election  or 
reelection  to  any  office;  and  I  think  now.sii — I  am 
c  undent  of  it — that  I  sneak  the  better  sentiment 
of  Ward  7  and  of  the  people  of  Boston.  I  don't 
mean  high-toned  in  the  sense  my  friend  from 
Ward  7  does.  I  mean  honest,  bigh-tonsd  men.  I 
see  the  object  of  the  gentleman.  It  is  to  wait  till 
certain  objectionable  features  in  the  law  are  re- 
pealed. If  tli't  be  his  meaning,  well  and  good; 
let  him  proclaim  it,  but  I  hope  no  m?mber  of  this 
Council  will  subscribe  to  it.  The  law  is  to  be 
tried  in  the  city  of  Boston ;  let  it  have  a  fair  trial, 
for  it  is  by  its  effect  i  o  the  city  of  Boston  that  it  is 
to  be  judged.  Every  member  of  this  Council 
knows  that  the  Mayor  feels  it.  The  law  is  before 
us,  and  it  is  for  us  to  appoint  men  who  will  en- 
force it.  I  know  there  are  objectionable  fertures 
in  it;  but  I  say-if  we  intend  to  have  this  license 
law  respected*  if  we  are  in  favor  of  a  strict  lice  ose 
system  m  the  interest  of  temperance,  and  ne 
want  to  have  it  coutmued  upon  the  statHte  books, 
it  must  be  enforced  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
Therefore  1  am  in  favor  of*  placing  the 
salaries  so  high  that  the  Mayor  can  ask 
three  independent  men  who  are  a  :le  and  honest, 
who  don't  care  a  tig  about  any  person,  who  are 
free  from  political  influeu  e.  and  who  will  do  just 
what  is  right  as  between  all  parties.  That  is  the 
kind  of  a  person  1  am.  sir,  I  repeat  it  again.  What 
I  say  here  or  m  the  Legislature  never  has  any  ef- 
fect upon  me  in  regard  to  my  reelection  or  any- 
thirg  else,  except  that  what  i  say  I  say  because  1 
believe  it  is  right. 

The  time  allowed  for  debate  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  having  expired,  .Mr.  Flynn  with- 
drew the  motion,  to  allow  furtner  discussion. 

Mr.  Jaques  ut  Ward  9— The  gentleman  fiom 
Waul  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald],  who  has  just  sat  do  vn. 
ne-as  no  indorsement  from  me  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  this  Council:  he  is  quite  able  to  take  care 
of  himself.  Rut  I  must  -iy,  m  regard  to  die  r.j- 
mark«  r,f  his  colleague  [Mr.  Flynn],  that  I  never 
heard  such  a  bare- fared,  unworthy  statement 
made  in  any  pui  In-  assembh  a*  h°  has  made.  He 
tells  us,  after  the  veiy  proper  stat-ment  that  the 
first  gentleman  made  in  regard  to  his  1  asons  for 
making  this  salary  liberal— saying  that  the  men 
siioultt  be  of  good,  sound  character,  the  best  that 
can  be  obtained,  and  that  the  position  i-  B 
delicate  one  —  that  if  his  colleagu-  had 
made  such  a  statement,  that  if  s»<  h  an  opinion 
had  been  known  to  hi-  constituents,  he  would  not 
have  come  here.  Now,  he  either  doe^  his  constit- 
uents great  injustice,  or  eUe  his  constituents  are 
of  such  a  class  that  their  opinions  aie  entitled  to 
no  weight  in  this  Council. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  deny  the  stitement.    I   hope  the 
geutl  man   will   not  reflect  upon  my  constituents. 
The  President— The  gentleman  can  make  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Jaqnes— 1  should  be  happy  to  hear  any  ex- 
planation that  will  improve  it:  but  thj  stats  ment 
appear5  to  be  verycleai. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  gen- 
tleman is  not  discussing  the  question  bero  e  the 
Counvti,  but  is  debating  a  matter  between  my 
colleague  and  myself.  If  the  gentieinan  will  con- 
fine himself  to  the  subject  ne  can  go  on  :  but  if  he 
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Insists  upon  attacking  me  I  must  object  to  his 
proceeding'  further. 

Mr.  Jaques—  In  regard  io  the  salaries,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald]  na.;  giveu 
good  teasons  why  they  should  be  liberal,  and  the 
reasons  are  so  obvious  why  they  should  be  fixed 
before  the  commissioners  are  appointed,  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  state  them.  They  apply  to  all  im- 
portant offices,  especially  those  of  a  judicial 
character,  which  1  believe  these  lo  be.  The  posi- 
tion of  these  commisf  ionei b  will  be  very  delicate : 
they  .will  be  called  upon  to  decide  upon  the  suc- 
cess or  failure  of  this  law  which  we  are  to  test, 
and  I  hope  the  amendment  looking  toward  a  re- 
duction of  the  sal  n  v  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  should  like  to  say  one 
word  in  reference  to  the  duties  of  the  nnnis- 
sioners,  whicn  I  can  add,  perhaps,  to  tr.e  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  From  my  recol- 
lection of  the  statute  commissioners,  it  is  to  be 
their  duty,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  oversee  tns 
working  of  the  license:-.  Unit  they  grant,  to  see 
that  the  panics  do  not  violate  the  provisions  of 
their  licenses.  It  will  be  their  duty  to  have  the 
general  supervision  of  the  licensing  of  liquor  in 
this  city,  which  is  a  pretty  stricus  business  and  is 
going  to  take  a  great  deal  of  time  to  do 
it  properly.  They  must  oversee  the  general 
liquor  business,  and  see  that  no  men  —the 
licensed  as  well  a?  the  unlicensed  —  violate 
the  provisions  ot  the  law;  they  must  investigate 
every  case,  and  if  the  license  is  violated  it  must 
be  revoked.  Gentlemen  can  see  that  in  starting 
out  with  this  new  law  great  effort  will  be  required 
to  hold  the  paittes  to  the  stiict  letter  of  their 
licenses.  It  will  require  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
attention,  and  we  must  nave  capable,  honorable 
and  intelligent  men  to  do  it.  If  it  were  simply  to 
issue  licenses  to  different  parties  who  apply  for 
tbem,  the  pioposed  salary  would  be  appar- 
ently loo  large.  But  that  is  out  the  begin- 
ning of  their  duties;  it  is  the  least  impoitant 
part  of  them.  The  most  important  part 
of  their  duties  will  be  to  see  that  the  li- 
censes, when  granted,  are  properly  observed  and 
carried  out,  and  to  do  that,  during  the  coming 
year,  will  take  the  greater  portion  ot  the  time  of 
three  men.  It  is  very  import  nr  to  have  three 
good  men.  The  committee  have  looked  into  this 
matter  carefully  anil  reported  in  favor  of  $3500 
for  each  man.  It  is  our  duty  to  determine  wdiat  is 
a  fair  price  to  pay  those  men  ;  it  is  impoitant  for 
the  Mayor  to  know  what  the  commissioners  ai  e  to 
be  paid.  If  he  is  going  ta  pick  out  $3500  men  he 
will  look  among  a  different  class  than  if  hs  had  to 
select  $2500  men.  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  know- 
ing who  the  men  ate  before  th  s  salary  is  fixed. 

Mr.  Perki  >s  of  Ward  16 — 1  always  have  a  great 
respect  for  the  report  ol  a  committee  of  the  City 
Government;  an"  I  have  no  doubt  that  to  a  pro- 
fessional gentleman,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  the  paltry  sum  ot  $3000  is  a  matter  of  in- 
significance ;  but  to  men  who  have  to  go  out  and 
fight  the  battle  of  life,  and  make  $3000  a  year  in 
business,  especially  at  the  present  time,  the  ques- 
tion presents  itself  in  a  somewhat  different  form. 
I  am  as  desirous  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  that 
this  license  law  shall  have  a  fair  trial  m  the  city 
of  Boston ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  difference 
between  $3000  and  $3500  will  prevent  the  obtaining 
of  competent  men  to  fill  the  office.  At  this 
time  when  business  is  so  depressed  that  hardly  a 
uieiebant  in  Boston  is  making  lv  single  dollar,  'we 
should  consider  whether  we  cannot  get  just  as 
good  talent  for  $3000  lo  perform  these  duties  as 
we  can  for  $3506 ;  I  fully  understand  that  $1500  a 
year  is  not  a  matter  of  much  consequence  to  the 
city  of  Boston,  but  every  little  helps ;  ?nd  I  oppose 
the  higher  sum  simply  on  the  ground  that  we  can 
get  just  as  good  men  for  $3000  as  we  can  for  $3500. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  understand  that  under 
the  law  the  Mayor  cannot  a  opoint  these  commis- 
sioners till  the  first  day  of  May.  If  he  cannot  ap- 
point the  commissioners  till  then,  by  what  author- 
ity can  you  fix  the  salaries  before  then?  I  under- 
stand that  the  Mayor  cannot  and  will  not  nomi- 
nate the  commissioners  till  then,  and  I  ask  how 
can  you  fix  their  salaries  before  he  appoints  them. 
I  insist  that  we  have  no  right  to  do  it  now. 

Mr.  Flynn  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  it  was  lost— 16  for,  37  against. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  the  subject  be  specially 
assigned  to  half-past  eight  o'clock  ntxt  Tnursday 
evening.    Lost. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — When  this  amendment 
was  first  proposed,  I  must  say  my  first  impression 
was  in  favor  of  it;  and  the  first  idea  I  had  was 
hat  we  needed  some  of  those  high-toned  men,  so 


superior  to  extraneousinfluence,aud  that  it  might 
be  necessary  to  pay  them  the  high  salaiy.  But  as 
the  discussion  has  gone  on,  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that  the  best  judgment  we  have  as  to  what  $3000 
will  hire  is  what  the  city  gets  for  $3000  today.  As  I 
looked  across  the  room  my  eye  rested  upon  one  of 
the  mo-t  ui bane  officers  in  charge  of  aey  depart- 
ment of  the  city,  aud  I  looked  over  the  salary  bill 
and  found  that  he  receives  $3000.  1  think  tne  city 
will  be  fortunate  in  securing  gentlemen  as  good 
and  efficient  as  the  Water  Registrar — men  of  in- 
telligence and  firmness,  ami  who  will  do  all  that 
is  required.  I  turned  over  the  report  further, 
and  round  that  the  Stieet  Commissioners  are 
paid  $350(1  f-ir  performing  an  arduous  task 
that  requires  all  tueir  time.  The  Inspector  of 
Buildings  receives  $3000,  and  the  city  will 
be  extremely  fortunate  if  we  get  these  com- 
missioners to  serve  us  as  well  as  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings,  a,  man  ot  firmness,  honesty 
and  ability.  There  are  the  Registrars  of  Voters, 
men  who  have  discretion  as  to  the  putting  of 
names  upon  the  voting  list,  who  have  to  stand  all 
soits  of  pressure,  requiring  as  couidi  back  bon-:  as 
the  men  in  any  other  department,  and  they  h  ve 
the  enormous  salary  of  $2500.  I  look  on  and  see 
the  City  Physician  receives  $3i)00— he  requires  as 
much  honesty  and  firmness  as  the  others";  a  little 
furthsr,  and  I  see  the  City  Registrar,  who  has  de- 
vot  d  twenty  years  to  the  service  of  tbr  city,  re- 
ceives $3000.  If  the  city  is  served  as  well  by  those 
Commisioneis  as  it  is  by  Nicholas  A.  Apollbnio,  it 
will  be  very  fortunate.  "I  turn  over  the  page  and 
find  that  the  Assessors  leceive  $8000,  and  if  any 
gentlemen  will  go  into  that  department  and  see 
the  class  of  men  serving  the  city  for  $3000, 1  think 
we  had  ought  to  expect  that  that  sum  will  secure 
us  men  for  this  position. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Waul  6— In  all  the  markets  of  the 
world  the  best  goods  command  the  best  prices.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  cite  the  various 
salaries  received  by  important  officers  of  the  City 
Government;  but  1  will  put  the  question  to  him, 
or  anybody  else,  if  theie  is  any  element  that  goes 
so  far,  is  so  important  or  is  so  notent  in  the  elec- 
tion of  officers,  from  the  President  of  the  Ui.ited 
States  down,  as  liquor?  I  would  ask  him  if  any 
of  those  gentlemen  lo  whom  he  tas  alluded,  who 
receive  $2500,  would  accept  this  position 
even  for  $3500?  We  all  know  what  a 
tiemendous  pressure  liquor  dealeis  bring  to 
bear  upon  every  election,  and  we  all  know  that  an 
independent  set  of  men  should  hold  this  position. 
We  should  have  men  who,  like  Caesar's  wife,  are 
above  suspicion;  men  who,  without  question,  can 
be  depended  on  to  perform  their  duties  faith- 
fully, without  fear  or  favor;  who  will  be  equally 
just  and  fair  with  the  highest  and  humblest,  and 
cannot  be  swayed  by  political  influence.  I  mean 
such  men  as  the  office  shall  seek,  and  not  those 
who  shall  seek  the  office ;  those  who  will  have  to 
be  pressed  and  solicited  to  take  it;  for  they  will 
encounter  a  stroug  pressure,  pressure  fioni  men 
in  the  liquor  trade  directly  and  indirectly,  who 
control  a  large  number  of  votes,  sir.  That  is  the 
class  of  men  they  will  have  to  deal  with.  The 
min  the  gentleman  alludes  to  as  receiving  the  low 
salaries  could  not  be  persuaded  to  fake  the  posi- 
tion. I  believe  with  the  President,  sir,  that  the 
best,  way  to  secure  the  repeal  of  a  bad  law 
is  to  enforce  it,  and  I  believe  the  best 
way  to  have  secured  the  repeal  of  the  prohibitory 
law  would  have  been  to  enforce  it  rigidly.  Then 
it  would  have  been  repealed  by  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth.  If  this  license  law  means  any- 
thing, if  we  mean  to  support  the  Mavor  of  Boston 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  if  we  mean  to 
stand  by  him,  as  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, let  us  have  agents  to  enforce  this  law  who  are 
competent  and  honest  and  to  obtain  whom  we 
shall  have  to  pay  liberaUy.  If  you  desire  talent — 
and  talent  commands  inouey  in  every  occupation 
— you  must  pay  money  for  it ;  and  you  must  not 
only  have  talent  in  the  enforcement  of  this  law,  but 
you  must  have  men  thoroughly  capable,  who  can- 
not be  approached,  men  whom  even  the  great 
liquor-dealing  interest  cannot  influence.  That  is 
the  style  of  men  we  must  have.  I  know  I  speak 
plainly— I  intend  to,  and  to  the  point;  and  I  mean 
to  do  so,  that  it  may  be  thoroughly  understood 
that  we  want  good  men  and  true,  whatever  may 
be  our  opinion  of  the  law.  The  gentleman  raises 
the  point  that  we  have  no  right  to  fix  the  salaries 
until  the  commissioners  are  appointed,  and  that 
they  cannot  be  appointed  till  the  1st  day  of  May. 
The  1st  day  of  Mav  is  just  two  days  distant— the 
day  after  tomorrow — and  here  is  the  order  to  fix 
the  salaries   not  of  the  men  but  of  the  office.    I 
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think  the  salaries  are  cone  too  laige,  hardly 
enough  even  to  command  the  best  men.  I  trust 
the  amendment  will  not  prevail,  hut  that  we  shall 
cast  a  solid  vote  f  01  the  01  der  as  sent  down  to  us, 
and  thereby  support  the  efficient  head  of  the  City 
Govenment. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20 — I  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
have  good  men  nominated  by  the  Mayoi,  audi 
expect  to  vote  to  coufirm  just  such  men  as  he 
sends  here.  But  the  question  now  is  a  matter  of 
salanes.  We  are  not  discussing  the  lj-.w,  whether 
it  is  good  or  bad.  I  don't  ca>e  whether  they  are 
appointed  on  Saturday  or  today.  But  it  seems  to 
me  we  can  get  men  of  as  high  grade  of  intelli- 
gence, honesty  and  sincerity  and  all  that  goes  to 
make  tip  a  good  officer  without  paying  so  much. 
How  much  integrity  does  $500  buy?  In 
some  cases  very  little;  In  some  others  a 
great  deal.  Mv  belief  is  that  $3000  is  enough 
for  those  commissioners  excepting  clerk  hire.  etc. 
They  say  it  will  turn  a  large  revenue  into  the  city. 
I  don't  caie  if  it  is  a  million;  I  believe  the  salary 
of  $3000  is  sufficient,  and  I  hope  the  amendment 
wili  prevail. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  W«.rd  22— I  am  learning  some- 
thing every  clay,  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the 
pmity  of  a  man's  chaiacter  is  elevated  in  propor- 
tion to  tne  salary  you  pay.  That  is  a  novel  doc- 
trine to  me.  I  believe  there  are  hundreds  of  men 
in  Boston  whose  characters  ate  above  reproach, 
and  who  will  be  glad  to  take  this  position  for 
$3000,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  supoose  that  gentle- 
meu  will  admit  that  according  to  the  ability  and 
general  capacity  and  character  of  the  men,  the 
greater  price  their  services  will  command  in  the 
community.  A  cheap  man  can  be  had  at  a  cheap 
price.  A  man  of  cheap  capacity,  that  nobody 
wants,  can  be  got  at  a  ch^ap  iat,e.  Now,  the  only 
question  is,  What  ought  we  to  pay  for  the  kino  of 
men  v?e  want  for  this  purpose?  It  seems  tome 
that  we  may  fairly  take  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee as  a  fair  and  proper  rate.  I  would  suggest 
also  that  the  salaries  are  not  to  be  an  additional 
burden  upon  the  taxpayers,  but  are  to  come  out 
of  the  liquor  dealers,  who  have  to  pay  for  the 
licenses. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10  moved  the  previous 
question. ' 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  rot  be  ordered,  for  the  reason  that  1  be- 
lieve there  are  not  ten  men  in  this  Council  who 
have  read  this  law,  and  know  what  they  are 
voting  upon.  Gentlemen  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  know  what  they  are  voting  on.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  ready  to  vote,  towevei,  1  have  no  ob- 
jection.   . 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 — I  don't  know  whether 
ten  men  in  the  Council  have  read  this  law  or  not ; 
it  does  n't  make  any  difference.  We  are  not 
voting  upon  the  law;  that  has  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature  and  it  will  stand  The  onlv  question 
now  is  what  salaries  we  shall  pay  the  commis- 
sioners. In  reg  rd  to  the  point  that  the  Council 
cannot  fix  the  salaries  till  the  first  of  May,  that  is 
no  point  at  all.  We  can  establish  the  salary,  but 
tht  y  don't  di aw  the  money  till  the  law  goes  into 
effect.  Tne  law  goes  into  effect  d.  y  after  tomor- 
row aid  tier  that  every  man  in  the  liquor  busi- 
ness will  be  doing  business  illegally,  because  he 
will  have  no  license. 

Mr.  Flynu  asked  Mr.  Brackett  if  he  would  fix  ;i 
salary  before  an  office  had  been  established. 

Mr.  Sampson  raised  the  point  that  Mr.  Flynn 
was  not  discussing  the  previous  question. 

The  President  ?aid  discussion  must  be  confined 
to  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Flynu  said  he  onlv  desired  to  ask  the 
question.' 

Mr.  Btacketc  said  the  offsets  had  been  estab- 
lished by  the  City  Council,  and  they  wore  now 
fixing  the  salarie '.' 

Mr.  Flynn—  When  was  it? 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  ami  Mi.  Sibley's 
amendment  was  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Crocker  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ami  it  was  lost- 
yeas'  30,  navs  30: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bent,  Burgess.  Caw-lev,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Covle,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fttz- 
patrick,  Flynn.  Harrigan,  Hicks,  Kelly,  Kings- 
bury, Lapp'en.  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray.  Noyes, 
Osborne,  Page,  Perkins,  Power,  Rice,  Sibley, 
Thacher,  Trull,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 30. 

Navs  —Messrs.  Anderson,  Beal.  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditt,  Crocker,  Curtis,  dishing,  Cushmaii,  Pay. 
Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Goldth wait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hi's- 
cock,  Howe-,  Jaques,  Kimball,   Kingsley,    Leigh- 


ton,  Morrison,  Newton,  Paiker,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Sptague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Wadsworth,  Wal- 
bridge,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Willcutt,  Wooas — 
34. 

Mr.  Flynn  atoned  that  the  salary  be  $2500. 

Mr.  Brackett  raised  the  point  that  amendments 
were  not  in  order,  the  previous  question  having 
been  ordered. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  fell  taken. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  to  lay  the  matter  on  tue  table. 

Declared  lost.  Mr.  Flvnn  coubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  thj  yias  and  nays. 

Mr.  Fitzgeiald  raised  the  point,no  motion  was  in 
order  except  a  motion  to  adjourn,  or  a  motion 
looking  to  a  final  rote. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

The  yeas  and  nays|wereo;dtred,|28for — 6 against 
and  tlie  order  was  passed  in  concurrence — yeas 
46,  nays  16: 

Yeas — Anderson,  Beal.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Cawley.  Clarke,  Collins,  Crocker,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Cushmao.  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait,  Guild,  Harmon"  Hick-.  Hisc^ck,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball.  Kingsley,  Leighton.  Moley, 
Mooney,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page,  Paiker,  Pierce, 
Power,  Rice,  Sampson,  Siblev.  ^pra^ue,  Stacey, 
Sweetser,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge.  Whitcomb, 
Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Woods— 46. 

Nays — Bent,  Covle,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitzpat- 
rick,  Flynn,  Hariigan,  Kelley,  King-bury,  Lap- 
pen,  Muiray,  Nove.>.  Osborne,  Thacher,'  Trull. 
Wilson— 16. 

Subsequently  a  motion  to  reconsider  by  Mr, 
Brackett  v-as  lost. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUXE. 

The  order  in  relation  to  celebrating  the  17th  of 
June  came  down  with  the  non-concurrence  of  the 
other  branch  in  the  amendment  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  Council  re- 
cece  from  its  former  action,  ind  that  the  order 
be  amended  by  providing  fur  a  committee  of  eight 
members  of  the  Common  Council  with  such  a;  the 
Board  of  Alrtermen  may  join. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson  of  Waid  12.  the  motion 
was  divided. 

The  Council  voted  to  recede  troin  its  former  ac- 
tion, ana  the  question  ivas  or;  the  amendment  ot 
Mr.  Hicks. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— I  think  that  under 
parliamentary  law  a  motron  to  bring  ihe  two 
branches  i  a  to  harmony  takes  piecedence,  and  I 
move  that  the  Council  concur  wiih  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Wan'  7—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail,  but  that  the  motion  ot  the  gentleuiau 
from  Ward  8  will  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
motion  made  by  tne  gentleman  from  Ward  7  i^ 
not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—  here  is  verv  great  doubt 
in  my  mind  whether  the  motion  "f  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7is  in  order  at  the  me-eut  lime.  Ihere 
may  be  such  a  stage  of  proceedings,  but  it  would 
be  after  ooiii  branches  have  several  times  at- 
tempted to  agree  .inn  faileu.  But  this  is  the 
first  ctiffererce  tint  has  occurred  between  ri  e  t  0 
branches,  and  the  motion  of  the  geutleman  is  iot 
proper- at  this  stage.  When  th  bodies  individu- 
ally have  exhausted  rbemselveson  this  question, 
the  motion  would  be  Strict  I  \  in  o-.lei  :  but  ar  the 
present  time  I  submit  that  it  is  not  ia  order.  The 
question  has  been  divided,  and  I  conteu  that  the 
next  question  to  be  put  is  the  amen   me/>t. 

The  Piesidenr— The  Chair  will  put  the  latter 
part  of  the  motion  at  this  tune,  bei  ig  or  the  opin- 
ion thai  the  poii  t  raised,  altbo  gn  i  volved  in 
some  doubt,  yet  >o  far  as  the  practice  ami  piece- 
dent  of  this  body  aie  concerned,  is  not  strictly  in 
order.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8. 

Mi.  Guild  oi  Waul  B— I  hop;-  the  amendment 
will  not  be  passed.  1  supposed  that  tin  $30,000 
was  appropriated  for  the  celebration  of  the  Seven- 
teenth of  June,  and  not  for  a  oornmitt  e  to  cele- 
brate the  Seventeenth  of  June  with.  Tnat  is  just 
what  .: li v  addition  to  the  committee  means.  It  i- 
well  known  thai  the  State  have  appointee!  a  com- 
mittee; the  city  has  already  ore  fully  able  and 
competent  to  ca> ry  out  all  the  details  of  this  cel- 
ebration. It  does  not  require  so  large  a  com- 
mittee as  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  where  gentlemen 
are  required  to  act  as  judge-  of  a  regatta 
clown  the  harbor,  others  re  roofhviate  a-  umpires 
in  that  intellectual  amusement  a  goose  raoe  on 
Chailes  River,  while  others  are  toamu-e  the  teo- 
ple  bj  managing  firework-,  and  superintending 
exhibitions  of  magic  are.  lesrerdeiuain  in  various 
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parts  of  the  city.  Of  course  1  believe  tliat  the  peo- 
ple should  be  pleased ;  that  the  city  should  De  put 
in  gala  trim,  that  u  increase  of  the  police 
force  will  be  required;  that  the  public 
building*  should  be  decorated,  and  that 
the  various  public  bodies  an<l  organizations  to 
arrive  here  should  be  received  and  enter- 
tained. But  the  State  committee  will  receive  all 
State  organizations;  the  ninyors  who  are  to  ar- 
rive here  will  be  properly  received  by  out  Mayor 
and  a  committee  appointed  lor  tne  purpose,  and 
wnen  you  come  to  the  organizations  not  of  the 
.St^te,  very  full  arrangements  have  been  made  tor 
receiving  them  by  kindred  societies  in  this  city. 
1  might  instance  the  Knights  Templars.who  are  to 
raise  $10,000  to  receive  the  Sir  Knights  from  Vir- 
ginia. Other  Masonic  bodies  have  appointed 
committees  for  the  reception  of  visiting 
brethren,  ana  the  military  organizations  will 
take  care  of  their  own  people.  It  seems  to  me, 
and  in  fact  I  np.ve  heard  it  said  from  very  high 
authority.  *hat  the  committee  of  the  Stale,  as  it 
stands,  are  willing  and  ready  to  cooperate  with 
the  city,  and  they  wouk  he  of  great  assistance; 
but  they  would  not  feel  like  going  to  a  town  meet- 
ing of  ore  from  each  ward,  or  even  so  large  a  com- 
mittee as  this  amendment  would  make,  which 
would  be  sixteen.  We  of  the  Council  have  a 
majority  in  this  committee;  we  can  approach 
them  and  request  them  to  carry  out  our 
wishes,  as  members  ot  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  citizens  of  Boston.  1  think  they  are 
fully  competent  to  do  so,  and  I  believe  the  means 
and'  appliances  they  have  m  bond  will  be  most 
satisfactory.  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  chief 
marshal  appointed;  it  should  have  been  done 
before  this,  aid  he  oiu  lit  to  he  about  his  duties 
at  this  time.  If  we  nonconcur  in  tins  matter  the 
order  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  Hoard  of  Alder- 
men, and  that  will  cause  delay.  Every  moment  is 
pieoious.  Every  one  who  has  hail  experience 
in  this  very  important  matter  knows  that  there 
is  haidly  time  eneugh  now  to  make  all  necessary 
arrangements.  The  chief  marshal  ought  10  have 
appointed  his  deputies  and  begun  his  prepara- 
tions. I  know  it  is  the  feeling  of  the  commi  tee 
and  the  people  of  Boston  that  the  $30,000  ought  to 
be  spent  in  celebrating  the  Seventeenth  of  ,l  one. 
and  not  that  the  committee  should  have  it  to  cele- 
brate the  Seventeenth  of  June  with.  Conse- 
quents 1  houe  we  shall  reject  the  amendment 
'.tnd  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  s— In  offering  this  amend- 
ment 1  thought  that  if  the  members  of  the  Council 
were  made  eleven  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
were  to  join  five,  that  with  the  Mayor,  President 
of  the  Council  and  Chairman  if  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen would  make  nineteen,  and  I  did  n't  con- 
sider that  the  committee  would  be  too  la  ge  un  er 
the  circumstances,  for  wba'  they  had  to  do.  1  am 
m  hopes  the  ainenon  ent  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Wb'tmori  of  Ward  4—1  had  not  intended 
to  say  a  word  in  r-  gard  to  this  subject,  because  it 
was  so  fully  discuss-ti  .  t  the  last  meeting.  The 
simple  question  which  comes  to  us  is,  whether  or 
not  we  shall  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
who  contemptuously  rejected  t'.i  amendment, 
without  a  leason  being  given.  But  since  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  (i  has  made  an  attack  upon  the 
principle  of  increasing  tn  •  committee,  I  wish 
to  reiterate  the  argument  made  at  the  last 
meeting.    On  the  Seventeenth  of   June  next,  we 

re  to  have  the  biggest  celebiation  w:  have  ever 
had  in  this  city,  and  it  seemed  right  and  proper 
that  the.  committee  should  be  increased,  for  they 
have  so  imi;h  to  do.  We  must  have  celebration's 
going  on  in  eveiy  part  of  tue  city.  It  will  b  as 
much  bigger  than  any  Fourth  of  July  we  have 
i -vei  seen  as  the  Lexington  celebration  was  big- 
ger than  the  Concord  celebration.  With  so  many 
things  going  on  here,  we  need  mote  than  live  meii 
to  attend  to  the  performances  in  different 
places.  I  am  prompted  to  give  another 
reason.  'I  he  gei  tleman  from  Ward  (i  hasthiown 
out  an  argument  which  ought  to  be  met  and  re- 
buked. It  is  that  tbe  members  of  this  boay  are 
l  ot  to  be  trusted  with  the  discharge  of  the  ordi- 
nary duties  of  their  position.  Now  I  am  surprised, 
shocked,  to  see  a  member  of  ibis  Council  i  tand  up 
here  this  evening  and  say  that  memoers  cannot 
be  trusted  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  committee; 
and  that  argument  bM  g  brought  u  >,  it  seemed  to 
me  to  belong  to  this  Council  to  take  some  action 
in  reply  to  it.  Because  we  have  a  committee  of 
five  members  and  propose  to  add  eight  mote,  his 
idea  seems  to  b  •  that  the  new  members  will  inau- 
gurate a  system   of  corruption.    Foe  that  reason 

on    I  .vould  vote  to  increase  the  committee,  for 


I  think  that  a  committee  of  any  number— whether 
ot  five,  eight  or  twenty-one— can  be  trusted  to 
spend  this  nnnev  in  a  proper  and  economical 
manner.  A  gi eat  deal  has  been  said  in  regard  to 
the  committee  of  the  State,  which  is  to  do  so 
much.  I  have  made  some  inquiry  and  found 
exactly  this.  The  State  has  appropriated  some 
money  to;  the  entertainment  of  invited  guests 
and  has  ordered  out  the  militia;  beyond  thfct  it  in- 
tends to  do  nothing  We  s^and  in  the  position  of 
parties  who  have  to  take  care  of  guests  that  oth- 
ers have  invited.  Ml  the  people  are  coming  into 
this  city ;  they  must  be  looked  alter  and  enter- 
tained. It  member.-  think  a  committee  of  five  can 
take  care  oi  a  procession  of  5000  people,  superin- 
tend orations  in  Charl-stoin  and  FaneuilHa.il 
and  superintend  performances  in  various  other 
sections  ot  the  cny,  they  think  these  five  men 
can  do  more  than  1  believe  it  is  possible  for  them 
to  do. 

Mi.  Guild  ol  Ward  li — I  desire  to  say  that  1  don't 
wish  to  cast  any  reflection  or  charge  of  corruption 
uoon  any  member  to  be  appointed  upon  this  com- 
mittee. I  only  wished  to  say  that  the  larger  the  com- 
mittee, the  greater  will  be  the  expense.  Gentle- 
men must  remember  that  large  committees  never 
spend  money  for  the  city  that  is  not  absolutely 
necessary.  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  large 
carriage  bills  and  large  collations.  It  may 
be  necessary  to  do  so,  and  the  gentlemen 
from  this  City  Government,  and  other  city 
governments  I  might  mention,  may  be  of 
the  pur-st  character,  and  might  spend  tliis  money 
with  the  greatest  discrimination.  1  don't  ui.-h  to 
discuss  that  question;  I  only  wi  h  to  say  that 
largv  committees,  fiom  the  very  nature  of  their 
being  so  large,  must  incur  more  expense.  Mj  de- 
sire  was  to  save  the  largest  amount  of  money 
and  have  it  expended  in  the  best  manner  in  cele- 
brating the  Seventeenth  ot  June.  I  din  not  in- 
tend to  dispute  anybody's  skill  in  committee,  or 
tossy  that  any  one  in  tins  Council  is  more  given 
to  junketing  than  another. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  find  by  the  estimate  of 
tie  committee  here  that  the  expenses  tor  police 
will  be  $3000;  tents,  §3000;  soldieis,  $1000;  exhibi- 
tions, $2000;  marshalling proces  ion,  $1000;  enter- 
tainment of  the  citv's  guests,  $5000;  reception  in 
Faneuil  Hall,  $2500;  music.  $2000;  printing,  .-rlOOO; 
carriages,  $1000— talking  about  junketing  here— 
decorations,  $3000;  i  cidentals,  say  $1X00,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $25,000.  Now  '  the  gentle- 
man opposes  a  large  committee  being  ap- 
pointed to  spend  tlii-  money.  Fireworks,  $5000; 
making  a  total  of  $30,000.  Still  he  would  have  five 
members  Co  it.  The  Council  asks  that  a  proper 
representation  may  be  given  them  on  this  com- 
mittee. What  harm  can  be  done?  Toe  appro- 
priation is  made;  no  more  can  be  expended,  They 
have  got  to  use  the  money  this  way.  Here  is  the 
committee's  estimate. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—1  deny  it. 

Mr.  Flynn- -I  got  the  figure- "from  you.  Tin- is 
the  committee's  repoit.  How  much  more  can  a 
larger  committee  spend?  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  objects  to  a  goose  race. 

Mr.  Guild  of  W  •  rd  G— I  beg  the  gentleman's 
pardon  ;  I  did  not  o'jject  to  it. 

Mr.  Flynn— 1  object,  s'r.  I  have  the  floor.  Per- 
haps he  would  object  to  a  gander  race.  I  don't 
know  when  it  was. 

Mr.  Guild — I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon.  I 
should  not  object  to  -  gan  ier  race  ii  he  were  a 
competitor. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  r  on't  know  whether  it  was  a  goose 
or  gander  i  ace. 

The  President — Gentlemen  will  cot  indulge  in 
pe.soaalities. 

Mr.  Flvnu— I  beg  the  pardon  of  the  '"hair;  I  only 
replied  to  the  gentleman.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  not  proper  to  hive  so  small  a  com.  i.ittee  when 
there  is  so  laige  <:n  amount  to  be  expended. 

Mi.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— While  tbe  gentleman 
was  reading  the  t-mnate  f°r  tbe  ceieb  anon  we 
are  to  have,  with  three  member-  of  tin-  Council 
on  the  committee.  1  was  tninking  vba;  the  cost 
would  be  if  we  had  t\venty-t'»o  or  three  O'l  the 
committee,  I  lookeJ  ov  r  ths  Auditor's  report 
here,  and  I  find — I  merely  go  on  and  fellow 
out  the  train  of  thought  puisued  by  my 
friend  from  Waro  7— the  expenses  incurred 
in  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July 
1873.  I  want  to  lead  it  merely  to  show 
you  what  the  expense  will  b  with  a  large 
commifee.  Refreshments  for  sub-committee — 
my  friend  from  Ward  7  has  sent  for  the  Jubilee  re- 
port; it  is  verv  large  and  will  rhow  the  necessity 
for  a   small    comrr.ittee— refreshments    for  Sub- 
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Committee  on  Sailing'  Regatta,  $382;  refresh- 
ments for  Sub-Committee  on  Sailing  in  Harbor, 
$738;  refreshments  for  judges  on  prize  military 
drill,  $40.45,  and  refreshment?  tor  Sub- 
committee $283.70,  refreshments  for  general  com- 
mittee, $119.85;  carriage  hire,  $124;  oration — re- 
freshments for  sub-committee,  $104.20.  Out  of 
that  $13,257.05,  there  aie  the  sums  $124,  $119.85, 
$238.70,  $738,  and  $382  for  refreshments  and  car- 
riage hire  for  the  committee. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  is  refeiring  to  a  subject  not  under 
consideration  at  this  time. 

The  President — The  Chair  understands  that  the 
gentleman  was  using  the  figures  simply  by  way  of 
illustration. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — I  oniy  meant  to  u.-e  them  by 
way  of  illustration,  not  that  I  say  the  coinmiittee 
were  extravagant.  I  do  riot  accuse  them  of  ex- 
travagance ;  every  expense  might  have  been  legit- 
iinate,  but  tbers  is  an  expenditure  of  $1600  ->r  $1700 
out  of  $13  000  for  a  large'committse  which  I  would 
have  the  Council  avoid  by  appointing  a  small  com- 
mittee. Ttiatis  simply  my  argument,  and  I  was  but 
following  out  the  train  ot  thought  pursued  by  my 
fuend  from  Ward  7,  in  reading  the  figures  which 
he  said  wer*  from  one  of  the  committee.  I  only 
used  them  to  show  how  necessary  it  is  to  have  a 
small  committee  instead  of  a  large  one,  and  not  to 
accuse  any  member  of  this  committee  of -being 
extravaga  nt.  Appoint  a  large  committee,  aod  you 
make  the  expeuse  so  much  more;  appoint  a  small 
committee,  ana  you  make  the  expense  so  much 
less.  I  did  not  mean  to  cast  a  slur  upon  any  one.  if 
the  gentleman  will  bting  in  the  Jubilee  expenses 
it  will  bear  out  what  I  have  said,  and  I  hope  he 
will  read  them.  So  I  sav  there  is  no  necessity  for 
a  large  committee.  1  understand  that  the  State 
committee  intends  to  cooperate  with  the  City  Gov- 
ernment: that  thev  will  provide  President  and 
Cabinet,  governors  of  other  States,  ;.nd  the 
military  with  accommodations;  so  that  there  is 
not  a.  great  deal  to  he  done  by  our  committee,  ex- 
cept to  arrange  and  carry  out  the  programme. 
For  that  reason  I  favor  and  shall  vote  for  this 
small  committee.  But  I  beg  gentlemen  to  under- 
stand that  I  bring  this  up  not  for  the  purpose  of 
accusing  any  member  of  the  committee;  1  only 
doit  to  sbow  bow  necessary  it  is  to  have  a  small 
committee. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— The  application  for  a 
large  committee  Joes  not  come  from  the  commit- 
tee itself.  They  have  not  asked  for  assistance  in 
doing  the  work  allotted  to  them.  The  gentleman 
f  torn  Ward  4  has  shown  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  difference  between  this  celebration  and  one  on 
an  ordinary  Fourth  of  July.  That  is  the  very  rea- 
son why  we  should  have  the  best  committee  to  at- 
tend to  it  I  contend  that  the  present  committee 
is  large  enough  to  perform  those  duties,  which 
consist  mainly  in  determining  what  class  of 
entertainments  there  shall  be,  and  a  small 
committee  can  do  that  better  than  a 
laige  one.  The  committee  of  the  State 
and  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association  will 
cooperate  with  them,  and  altogether  that  makes  a 
pretty  large  committee.  There  is  nothing  to 
hinder  them  from  appointing  as  many  aids  and 
assistant,  as  they  please,  and  all  those  duties  can 
be  performed  much  better  by  a  small  committee 
than  a  large  one. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— 1  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  bone  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motion.  I  have  beeii  trying  to 
get  the  floor  tor  some  time. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Wilson — That  seems  to  be  a  very  singular 
argument  the  gentleman  hcs  raised  that  tlie  city 
of  Boston,  which  has  to  bear  the  largest  part  of 
the  expense  of  this  celebration,  must  provide  a 
small  committee  iu  order  that  the  labor  may  be 
performed  by  the  committee  appoiuted  at  the 
State  House.  It  is  stated  that  the  State  authori- 
ties have  ordered  out  the  militia.  True,  they 
have,  but  they  do  that  ooe  day  in  every  year,  and 
so  to  be  a  little  economical,  and  to  have  this  cele- 
bration made  at  the  expense  of  the  efficiency  of 
tlie  militia,  tbey  have  substituted  a  day's  duty  in 
the  procession  instead  of  a  day  of  drill  and 
manoeuviing;  they  have  provided  tnat  May  Train- 
ing shall  not  be  in  May,  but  may  he  on  the  17th  of 
June,  aud  let  the  governor  order  out  the  militia 
then  instead  of  in  May.  Consequently  the  State 
is  at  no  extra  expense  for  May  Training.  If  yon 
have  apnomted  a  committee  I  suppose  they  are 
competent  to  attend  to  all  this;  but  I  fail  to  see 
how  that  committee  can  be  amalgamated  with  one 


of  the  State  Government,  and  allow  them  to  assist 
in  the  expenditure  o  i  this  money .  It  never  has  been 
done  before.  I  know  and  I  consider  it  entirely 
out  of  the  line  of  duty  or  the  members  of  the  City 
Government,  who  are  sent  her  to  make  these  ap- 
propriations, to  take  men  from  the  rmal  districts 
and  let  them  assist  in  making  the  arrangements. 
Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  wuo  open- 
ed this  discussion,  has  shown  a  singular  familiar- 
ity with  the  function-  of  a  committee,  by  intimat- 
ing thai  membeis  serve  as  judges  in  a  goose  race, 
etc.  Now,  my  fnnd,  if  he  has  been  familiar  with 
that  office,  knovs  that  judges  are  specially  se- 
lected for  that  matter,  aicd  that  siib-com- 
mittees  arc  appointed  to  arrange  for  the 
celebration.  Ihe  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Flyn,  ]  gives  some  cogent 
reasons  why  an  :.mple,  competent  sub-committee 
should  be  placed  in  charge  of  each  item.  A  sub- 
committee is  to  see  that  everything  is  arranged 
for  and  that  everything  ic  done  to  meet  the  pub- 
lic convenience.  There  should  be  a  proper  com- 
mittee to  orovide  music — which  is  an  important 
and  perplexing  maiter.  It  is  important  to  ar- 
range for  a  proper  bandmaster,  which  is  perplex- 
ing in  itself.  The  committee  should  be  large 
enough  to  be  divided  into  efficient  sub-committees. 
It  the  attempted  celebration  at  the  Old  North 
Church  the  other  evening  was  a  fair  samplt  of  the 
arrangements  the  city  is  going  to  mskeforthe 
Seventeenth  of  June,  I  want  to  be  counted  out, 
fori  never  felt  more  outraged  as  a*>  invited 
gu?st  than  I  did  th?t  night,  and  I  think  other 
gentlemen  on  the  floor  of  this  Council  will  say  so 
too.  If  that  is  a  sample,  it  is  an  additional  reason 
why  we  shuuld  have  a  committee  large  enough 
so  that  there  can  be  a  sub-committee  com- 
petent to  superintend  each  item  Geitlemen 
who  attended  the  Lexington  celebration  can 
have  a  perfect  illustration  how  a  small  committee 
will  arrange  for  a  big  celebration.  The  whole  thing 
broke  down  on  account  of  the  paucity  of  the  ar- 
rangements by  a  small  committee.  I  think  it  is 
too  late  to  go  back  upon  the  history  of  the  city  of 
Boston  in  regard  to  such  celebrations  simply  be- 
cause there  might  be  junketing  to  some  extent.  I 
supposed  when  I  cauie  here  that  1  came  as  an  as- 
sociate of  gentlemen,  and  1  don't  propose  to  ac- 
cuse my  a-sociates  of  getting  anything  to  eat  and 
drink  at  the  city's  expense.  I  am  willing  to  ac- 
cord to  all  my  associates  here  that  disposition 
which  I  demand  for  myself;  but  '  I  be- 
lieve that  if  I  had  the  arrangement  of  this 
m.yself,  and  were  responsible  tor  the  appropria- 
tion and  the  payment  of  the  bills,  I  should  de- 
mand a  larger  committee  than  the  present  one. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— In  regard  to  that  battle 
at  the  Old  North  Church,  I  was  present,  but  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  of  this  committee  had  any- 
thi;  g  to  do  with  the  arrangements.  So  much  for 
that  part  of  the  oration  we  have  just  heard  in  re- 
gard to  this  committee.  As  one  of  the  eoinniittse 
I  have  only  one  desire.  I  believe  that  time 
is  precious;  I  have  n't  the  least  ob- 
jection to  an  enlargement  of  the  committee, 
although  everything  is  pleasant  and  agree- 
able. I  don't  belikve  the  honors  will  be 
so  great  that  they  caunot  be  borne ;  but  I  only 
wish  tbat  whatever  number  is  agreed  upon 
here,  we  may  come  to  a  conclusion  as  soon  as 
possible.  Time  is  precious.  If  we  don't  agree 
uyon  it.  and  it  goes  back  to  the  Board  of  Alner- 
uien  and  they  don't  act  upon  it,  another  week  is 
gone.  I  believe  that  all  chese  .arrangements 
should  be  made  by  the  first  of  June.  Now,  in 
regard  to  the  estimate  which  has  been  read  here. 
No  report  has  been  made.  A  piece  of  paper  was 
mar  e  out,  but  there  is  nothing  definite  about 
it.  The  gentleman  asked  to  see  it.  but 
it  is  not  a  report.  The  gentleman  thiuks  a  suall 
committee  is  daugerous."  That  mattei  is  wholly 
in  the  hands  of  the  Council  to  ray  whether  it  shall 
be  large  or  small.  If  the  Council  decides  to  have 
more,  I  am  content;  only  I  hope  au  agreement  w  ill 
be  come  to  as  soon  as  possible,  tbat  the  arrange- 
ments may  be  made. 

Mr.  Howes  or  Ward  11— I  would  like  to  ask  for 
information  whether  a  special  committee  has  been 
appoiuted  to  take  charge  of  this  matter,  as  I  no- 
tice that  they  ack  for  au  additional  number  to  do 
so.  A  committee  was  appointed  on  the  topics  in 
the  Mayor's  address,  but  I  did  n't  suppose  they 
were  to'have  charge  of  this  celebration. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — One  hundred  years  ago 
was  fought  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  I  think 
the  spirit  of  Warieu.  which  is  now  looking  down 
upon  us,  must  smile  at  this  small  talk  about  a 
small  committee.    That  great  battle  of  Bunker 
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Hill,  in  connection  with  the  battles  of  Lexington 
and  Concord,  sir,  worked  out  the  independence  of 
the  nation.  Now  let  lis  think  of  that  foi  a 
moment.  Talk  about  half  a  dozen  or  thirty 
or  twelve  members  of  a  committee!  How  much 
difference  does  it  make  in  the  expenditure'.' 
Why,  sir,  it  is  ot  do  account  at  all.  I  would 
rather  go  for  increasing  it.  1  would  reply 
to  the  point  laised  by  inv  friend  on  my  left 
in  regard  to  this  matter."  T  ds  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  inioeo  sideratio:i  cei tain  portions 
of  his  Honor's  message  and  report,  but  since  then 
no  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  re- 
port. They  have  gone  on  and  done  their  business 
well.  Now  tnere  is  a  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  two  branches.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  large 
committee,  but  I  knov  it  would  >_>ot  be  satisfac- 
tory to  both  branches  of  t  tie  Council,  and  there- 
fore 1  believe  there  should  be  a  compromise.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  amendme.  tot  the  gentleinan  from  Ward 
8,  and  1  think  that  will  satisfy  everybody.  1  hope 
the  committee  will  be  large  anil  experienced  enough 
to  work  out  tins  matter  properly,  and  do  it  as  it 
ought  to  be  done  and  not  have  a  failure.  There 
is  n't  probably  a  person  in  the  ciiy  cf  Boston  to- 
day that  vaiil  live  to  see  another  centennial,  and 
no  man  here  will  have  a  child  boiu  in  him  at  the 
present  time  that,  in  all  human  probability,  will 
live  to  see  the  light  of  the  second  cennteiiniai  an- 
niveisary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  1  hope 
sir,  that  the  patriotism  of  the  people  will  be  con 
suited,  and  that  gentlemen  will  not  submerge  this 
matter  by  small  talk  about  what  individual  com- 
mittees or  individuals  oo  committees  may  do.  It 
is  n't  worth  consideration.  Let  us  celebrate  that 
dty  as  it  ought  to  be  celebrated,  with  pomp  and 
bonfires — let  me  say  it  igan,  bonfire,  sir,  io  my 
friend  from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Jaques]— and  with  the 
tiring  of  cannon  ;  and  if  Iliad  the  honor— I  don't 
expect  it — to  be  one  ot  th  t  committee,  I  would 
propose  an  illumination  of  the  city,  instead  of  tiro- 
works.  I  would  suggest  to  the  committee  <hat 
which  never  has  been  done  here,  though  it  is  com- 
mon in  the  old  country,  as  those  of  von  know 
who  have  visited  it,  and  seen  the  public  buildings 
illuminated,  railing  together  thousands  of  peo- 
ple to  witness  the  novelty,  if  nothing  else. 
Let  the  city  of  Boston  contribute  to  il- 
luminate its  public  buil  lings,  and  the  State 
will  folio  *  suit.  Let  us  in  every  lespect  celebrate 
tnis  day,  this  glorious  anniversary  of  the  nation's 
birth,  as  it  ought  to  be  celebrated.  Double  up  the 
number,  if  necessary ;  but  I  should  think  it  better 
to  have  the  old  Fourtn  of- July  plan  of  one  from 
each  ward.  But  I  am  wholly  opposed  to  havii  g  a 
small  committee  to  manage  this  matter,  not  be- 
cause I  think  they  are  not  capable,  but  because 
they  were  not  appointed  for  the  purpose.  They 
were  appointed  to  consider  the  portions  of  i  tie 
Mayor's  message  which  refer  to  the  cel- 
ebration, and  they  w-  re  to  report  upon  it  and 
the  action  w  s  to  betaken  by  the.  oodles  them- 
selves. Now,  sir,  1  would  not  undertake  to  criti- 
cise their  course  in  the  least;  they  have  rone 
well.  But,  sir,  ir.  will  nor-  be  satisfactory  to  this 
branch  of  the  Council  to  have  that  same  commit- 
tee entirely  manage  this  whole  matter.  It  is  n't 
practicable;  it  isn't  possible  for  them  to  oo  it 
during  the  few  hours  of  that  celebration.  It  is  n't 
possible  for  them  to  do  it  as  creditably  as  it  ought 
io  be  done.  1  mentioned  the  other  night— though 
it  is  n't  exactly  a  parallel  case— that  the  city  of 
Pbilade'obia  lias  already  con r limited  two  millions 
of  dollars  for  her  nextCeiitenuial,  and  a  proposition 
has  been  mad",  which  will  undoubtedly  be  car- 
ried, lor  a  million  more;  and  here  are  we,  sir, 
talking  about  the  disposal  of  this  $30,000.  1  am  in 
favor  of  a  large  committee,  that  their  duties  may 
be  sab-divided. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— There  is  one  view  of 
this  matter  which  has  not  b.  en  presented,  the 
discussion  having  wandered  so  far  off  into  file- 
works,  bonfires,  illuminations,  etc.  It  is,  that  on 
former  celebrations  which  the  city  of  Boston  man- 
aged alone  there  /ere  certain  reason.",  fov  a  laige 
committee.  But  id  this  c*se,  as  1  undei stand 
it.  the  city,  the  State  and  the  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  Association  are  to  unite  in  a  general 
scneme,  and  want  to  have  the  day  celebrated  in  a 
prouer  manner.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  appoint 
a  large  committee  on  the  pait  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, they  cannot  well  act  with  these  other  com- 
mittees; it  will  mike  too  large  a 'jody  to  act  in- 
telligently and  efficiently.  For  thatreasou,  the 
Citv  Government  ought  to  send  a  somewhat  small 
committee,  and  I  think  the  committee  will  not  be 
too  small,  even  if  of  Us  i>re  \ent  size.  I  was  some- 
what surprised  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 


who  thought  one  engineer  able  to  m-.nage  the 
bringing  of  Sudbury  River  water  into  the  city, 
should  think  live  or  eight  gentlemen  would  li't 
be  able  to  attend  to  the  celebration  of  the  Seven- 
teenih  of  June. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  II  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  Th?.t  eight  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  as  many  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  .ioin,  be  a  committee  to  take  into  its  care 
the  entire  arrangement  for  the  celebration  of  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  ibe  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  8—1  hope  th-  old  committee 
will  not  be  laid  upon  the  shelf.  1  should  be  limcb 
opposed  to  their  being  thrown  out. 

ilr.  Hcwes  of  Ward  11— I  don't  see  that  it  is 
necessaiy  to  lay  the  present  committee  on  the 
Shelf.  A  reappointment  will  secure  that.  They 
are  now  working  on  an  illegal  basis,  they  have  no 
authority  to  oo  »bat  they  have  dene,  and  this 
order  will  empower  them  to  act  unoerstandingly. 

Mr  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  as  an  niendment 
to  the  order,  to  include  the  Mayor,  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Ho*es  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  raise  the  point  of  or- 
der whether  the  Council  at  its  la«t  meeting  did 
not  substantially  concur  with  the  Boa.id  of  Alder- 
men tli  it  the  special  committee  should  be  a  part 
ot  this  Committee,  and  that  being  iirtvocably 
fixed,  the  only  thing  we  cau  decide  upon  is  the 
amendment,  making  the  committee  consist  of  one 
from  each  ward. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  decide  that  tbe 
point  of  order,  in  substance,  is  well  taken.  So 
much  of  this  order  as  has  been  passed  by  concur 
rent  vote  of  both  brancaet  will  stand  independ- 
ently of  the  amendment;  and  now  it  is  only  for  us 
to  make  just  such  alterations  as  will  affect  the 
amendment  adopted  by  tne  Common  Council  and 
rejected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  "berefore 
this  substitute  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  is  not  in  order.  The  question,  then,  re- 
curs upon  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man ftom  ffiinl  8. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Sent  up. 

BOAKD   OF  EDUCATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FitzgeraUiot  Ward  7  tbe  spe- 
cial assignment  for  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  Resolve  that  it  is 
expedient  for  the  Mayor  to  apply  to  tbe  pre^enr 
Legislature  for  authority  to  appoint  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  fifteen  persons  to  constitute  a 
Board  of  Education  in  this  City;  and  order  for 
Committee  ou  Legislative  Matters  to  ask  for  such 
an  act  a«  is  above  desciibed  (Ci-y  Doe.  No.  53, 
1875),  was  taken  fiom  the  table,  and  Mr.  Fitzger- 
ald moved  to  specially  assign  it  to  next  Thursday 
evening  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Harrigan  cf  Ward  1  moved  it  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  President  ruled  tbe  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  thought,  action  should  be 
taken  at  once,  as  the  Legislature  would  soon  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  additional  accommodations  to  be  pro- 
vided tor  the  Auburn  Primary  School.  Passed, 
and  sent  up. 

Order  to  fit  up  and  f  uinish  the  vacant  Primaiy- 
school  building  on  Warren  ton  street  for  the 
school  for  deaf  mutes.    Parsed,  and  sent  up. 

Order  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  copy  of 
the  fit st  volume  of  Charlestown  Records,  at  not 
exceeding  #500.    Passed  m  concurrence. 

Otder  1  oi  Committee  on  Public  Buildi .  gs  to 
erect  citv  stable-  for  Paving  Department  on 
Childs  street,  Ward  17,  at  a  cost  of  $5000.  Passed 
in  concurrence.  Subsequently  a  moment  to  re- 
consider by  Mr.  Flynn  of  Wartl  7  was  lost 

REGISTRATION  OF    BIRTHS,  ETC. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitinore  of  Ward  4,  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  nine  o'clock,  viz.,  first  order 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Library 
on  the  petition  of  M.  P.  Wilder  in  regard  to  city 
record'  (City  Doc.  No.  46,  1875),  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  specially  assigned  for  eight 
o'clock  two  weeks  from  tonight. 

THE   BOSTON  WATER   BOARD. 

The  motion  to  ieconsider  the  vote  whereby  was 
rejected  tbe  ordinance  to  establish  the  Boston 
Water  Board  (City  Doc.  No.  38,  1875),  came  up  un- 
der unfinished  business. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  lie  intended  to  take  the 
back  track,  and  hoped  the  reconsideration  would 
prevail.  If  it  did  he  had  a  substitute  which  he  in- 
tended to  offer.  ^Tr 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  and  the  reconsideration 
was  lost— yeas  32,  cays  33. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Bracjett,  Buiditt,  Crocker, 
Curtis,  Gushing,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Morrison, Newton,  Page,  Parker, 
Peikins,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sprague,  Sweet- 
ser,  Wadsworth,  Wnitmore,  Wilbur  Willcutt, 
•Woods— 32. 

Nay--— Messrs.  Anderson,  Beot,  Burgees,  Caw- 
ley,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Devereuz,  Duggan, 
Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flyun,  H  rngau,  Hicks, 
Kelley,  Kugsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappen,  Leighton, 
Long!  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osnorae, 
Power,  Rice,  Sibley,  Stacey,  Thacher,  TruU,  Wal- 
biidge,  Wilson— 33. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Waid  15— Petition  of  Charles 
Francis,  for  compensation  for  oamages  on  Fel- 
lowes  stieet. 

Petition  of  Mary  Jane  Curley,  minor,  tor  com- 
pensation for  injuries  received  by  a  fall  of  a 
heavy  ?ne?t  iron  ventilator  from  the  roof  of  the 
schoolhouse    at   the   corner   ot    Cove   and   East 

S 1"  f  ft  f  t"  S 

Severally  leferied  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— Petition  ot  eighty- 
one' citizens  for  a  bath  house  near  Ciagie's Bridge. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Bathing. 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Notices  of  surrender 
of  interest  in  estates  on  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict, as  follows:  Charles  Davis,  mortgagee,  New- 
man estate;  Frarcis  W.  and  Mary  A.  Welch,  Hil- 
dreth  estate;  Joseph  Dorr,  assignee,  Hildieth 
estate;  Marv  A.  Rosetneyer,  mortgagee,  estate  of 
Jonas  B.  Hildreth.  Severallyjreferred  to  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Northampton-street  Dis- 
trict. m 

By  Mr. Guild  of  Ward  6— Petition  of  Typograph- 
ical Union  No.  13,  Governor  Gaston,  newspaper 
publishers,  et  ah,  that  the  se-sions  of  the  Inter- 
national Typographical  Union  may  be  held  in  the 
Common  Council  chamber.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee ou  Public  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— Petitions  for  leave  to 
erect  wooden  buildings  by  F.  O.  &  J.  T.  Reed  on 
Canal  street.  Ward  22;  and  Jeremiah  Murphy,  at 
132  Gold  street.  Severally  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  ot  Build- 
ings. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Cerran 
Madden  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  estate  on 
Northamnton-street  District.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Northampton-street  District. 

Petition  of  J.  Montgomery  for  compensation 
for  estate  154  Summer  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Severally  sent  up. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  for  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  who  were  requested  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  ordinance  relating  to 
sewers,  submitted  a  report  recommendiug  the 
passing  of  the  following  : 

An  Ordinance 

To  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  common 
sewers  and  drains — 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1 .  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  common 
sewers  and  ilrains  is  hereby  amenoed  by  striking 
out,  in  the  twelfth  line  of  the  sixth  section,  the 
word  "value,"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
word  "area";  alo  by  striking  out,  in  the  thir- 
teenth and  fourteenth  lines  of  said  section,  the 
words  "exclusive  of  any  buildings  or  improve- 
ments thereon." 

Laid  en  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16. 

INSPECTION  OF  LIGHTERS. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  presented  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances  that  the  ordi- 
nance 1o  amend  the  ordiuauce  in  relation  to 
weighing  and  inspecting  boats  and  lighters  ought 
to  pass. 

WATER  PIPES  FOR  WARDS  17  AND  19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  the  or- 
der for  a  loau  ot  $100,000,  to  be  added  to  the 
amount  borrowed  for  the  purchase  of  water  pipes, 
etc.,  for  Wards!  17  and  19,  to  be  used  for  the  same 
purpose  and  for  laying  down  said  pipes,  was 
brought  up. 


Mr.  Wilson  of  Word  12  thought  the  Committee 
on  Water  should  con  ider  it,  and  moved  it  be  re- 
ferred to  th?m,  but  withdrew  it  after  an  examina- 
tion of  the  papers  by  the  President,  showing  that 
it  had  been,  and  aftei  an  explanation  by  Mr. 
Thacher  of  Ward  15. 

The  order  was  passed  in  coiicurience — yeas  57, 
nays  1 — Mr.  Pierce  ot  Ward  11  voting  nay. 

FIRE  INSPECTOR. 

A  motion  to  take  from  the  table  the  order  in  re- 
lation to  a  fire  inspector  was  lost— 25  for,  26 
against.  Mr.  Howes  said  he  intended  to  offer  an 
amendment  providing  that  the  entire  expense 
should  be  borne  by  the  undei  writers. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  offered  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  when  this  Council  adjourn  it  be 
to  eight  o'clock  on  Thursday  evening  next,  and 
that  that  be  the  hour  of  meeting  until  otherwise 
•rdered. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  objected. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  4  suggested  4  P.  M. 

Oa  morion  of  Mr.  Fiizgerald  the  ordei  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

COCHITUATE  WATER   BOARD. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  tlie  following: 

Ordered,  Ttvat  for  the  purpose  ot  securing  a 
competent  boarct  for  the  completion  of  lhe  new 
water  works,  the  Committee  on  Ordinanees  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting  an  amendment  U>  the  or- 
dinance relating  to  'he  Water  Board,  so  that  a 
paid  commission  of  three  persons  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  supervise  the  construction  of  the  i  ew 
works  for  the  Cochituate  service. 

Mr.  Shaw — Ic  is  very  well  known  that  one 
of  the  most,  if  not  the  most,  important  mat- 
ters which  this  Council  has  acted  upon  this  year 
is  the  question  of  in  increas-d  supply  of  water 
and  that  an  expenditure  of  fionj  five*  to  ten  mil- 
lions is  to  be.  had.  It  is  very  well  known  that 
several  members  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
with  their  private  business  upon  their  hands  can- 
not attend  to  the  details  of  the  duties  required 
by  that  enormous  expendituie.  Now,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  necessary  to  have  paid  officers  to  do 
that  business.  I  don't  believe  that  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  private  ousioess  of  their  o«n 
can  give  this  matter  tbe  attention  which  will  be 
required.  This  order  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
introduce  leaves  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  water 
boards  entirely  separate;  there  is  no  interference 
with  the  duties  or  prerogatives  of  the  Mystic 
board,  and  they  will  continue  to  hold  the  same 
position  that  they  do  now:  they  will  have  the 
general  supervision  of  their  own  department  and 
will  report  to  the  different  branches  of  the  City 
Council  fiom  time  to  tun?,  as  may  be  required.  I 
believe  that  three  p?.id  agents— you  may  jail  them 
what  you  please— will  be  required  to  do  this  ork 
and  attend  to  the  durie.  I  hope  the  order  will  be 
adopted.  It  is  merely  to  submit  the  matter  to  the 
consid  ration  ot  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, and  they  can  repoitwhat  in  their  judg- 
ment is  proper,  and  Cien  the  whole  matter  will 
come  before  th.-  Council.  I  think  that  under  the 
present  emergency,  while  evei  ythiug  is  waitiug— 
I  learn  from  ilie  bead?  of  departments  that  evety- 
thiug  is  waiting— some  change  is  imperatively 
needed.  I  hope  the  Older  will  be  adopted  and 
that  the  committee  will  consider  the  matter  and 
report,  then  it  can  be  debated  here. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7— I  hope  the  order  will  not 
prevail.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  too  important  an 
order  to  be  rushed  thioturh  this  Council  for  the 
committee  to  repoit  an  ordinance  which  we  know 
nothing  about.  It  is  ceitainly  o-:  e  of  those  orders 
which  ought  to  come  up  at  the  next  meeting.  It 
is  an  imperative  order,  requiring  the  committee 
to  report  an  ordinance  at  the  next  meeting.  1 
move  that  the  order  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Wv: id  10— It  seems  to  me  that 
theie  is  no  necessity  for  taking  such  a  course. 
The  committee  will  report,  and  then  there  will  be 
ample  time  for  members  to  consider  the  question. 
It  seems  to  me  chat  it  should  be  allowed  to  go  to 
the  committee  first,  and  we  can  consider  their  re- 
poit "vhen  it  is  made. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  the  Council  will 
not  vote  to  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table.  This 
is  an  order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council.  It 
strikes  me  that  if  it  is  laid  "over  the  Council  will 
know  no  more  than  it  does  now- ;  the  question  will 
then  still  be,  Shall  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  ou  Ordinances,  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting  ?  I  can  see  nothing  to  be  gained  by  a  delay 
of  a  week.    If  it  is  adopted  at  the'next  meeting  of 
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the  Council  it  will  be  a  fortnight  from  tonight 
before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  can  report; 
if  you  pass  the  order  tonight  the  committee  will 
reoort  a  week  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Flyuu  of  Ward  7—1  understand  this  order 
is  imperative  and  requires  the  committee  to  re- 

Fort  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Common  Council, 
don't  thiok  any  member  of  this  Council  is  pre- 
pared to  pass  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  impor- 
tance as  this  without  first  considering  it.  The 
subject  has  been  agitated  for  years,  ind  here  are 
gentlemen  very  anxious,  with  the  gentleman  fioni 
Ward  5,  to  pass  this  order  tonight,  immediately 
after  the  ordinance  establishing  a  water  board 
has  been  rejected.  If  it  is  a  good  thing  it  «an  lie 
over  one  week  without  detriment;  the  members 
can  then  have  time  to  examine  it  and  take  it  up 
at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr,  Crocker  o£  Wa'  d  C— Ic  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentleman  overestimates  the  importance  of  the 
order.  It  is  simply  a  request  for  the  committee  to 
report  an  ordinance  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council  at  a  future  time.  It  commits  the  Council 
to  nothing;  it  is  merely  a  request  for  them  to  re- 
port and  put  the  inafttr  in  shape  for  the  Council 
to  consider;  to  put  the  idea  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  in  the  form  ofau  ordi- 
nance so  that  it  may  be  in  shape  to  be  considered. 
It  is  important,  if  anything  is  to  be  done  at  all, 
that  it  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  overestimates  this  matter.  1  have 
no  idea  of  rushing  it  through.  I  never  under- 
took to  rush  anything  through.  This  is  simply  a 
reference  to  the"  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Sup- 
pose it  is  delayed  a  week;  members  will  know  no 
more  about  it  then  than  they  do  now;  and  then 
the  proposition  will  be  referred  to  the  committee. 
Nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  del  y,  and  there  is  an 
absolute  necessity  for  doing  something.  There  is 
a  pressing  emergency  ;  matters  aie  hanging  which 
ought  to  be  spttied.  Some  members  of  the  Water 
Board  have  tated  that  they  could  not  attend  to 
the  duties  required,  and  I  say  they  ought  to  re- 
sign. Nobody  will  be  snubbed  by  this  oroer.  The 
ordinance  will  come  before  us, and  every  man  will 
have  a  right  to  act  upon  it.  It  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  present  members  of  the  board  aud  I 
don't  see  how  atiy  member,  under  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  can  object.  The  Mystic  Water 
Hoard  is  not  touched.  Much  as  1  believe  the  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  lias  been  tetter  managed  than 
the  Cochituate  has,  it  is  well  known  tliat  when 
those  works  were  built  it  Mas  done  by  a  paid 
board.  I  am  opposed  to  a  multiplicity  of  commis- 
sions, as  I  have  said  repeatedly.  1  don't  go  for  a 
wholesale  slaughter  of  the  city  charter,  though  I 
believe  it  needs  amendment  la  some  degree,  but 
not  entirely.  I  believe  in  thi-  case  that  we  should 
adopt  Borne  practical  measure  tor  ilie  economical 
expenditure  Of  this  five  or  ten  or  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  ask  if  a  union  of 
the  Mystic  with  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  is 
contemplated,  because  that  might  change  my 
opinion  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  think  il  the  gentleman  will  listen 
to  the  order  again  he  Hill  leain  that  i.othmg 
whatever  is  contemplattd  in  regard  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board,  but  simply  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board. 

Mr.  Flynn— Then  my  point  is  that  I  don't  think 
,  it  necessary  to  be  done,  ana  that  is  o:.e  of  the 
'reasons  why  I  shall  object  to  the  passage  of  the 
oroer. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  order  savs,  "the  new  work 
of  the  Cochituate  Water  Works."  It  contem- 
plates the  employment  of  three  men.  It  is 
simnly  to  appoint  three  agents  to  manage  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  water  works.  That  is  all. 
It  has  no  sort  of  reference  to  a  peimanent  com- 
mission, but  merely  a  temporary  body,  as  you 
would  employ  a  carper  ter  on  your  house";  you  pay 
him  for  that  job  and  nothing  else,  and  when  he  is 
done  you  discharge  him.  All  I  nad  in  view,  in 
speaking  to  several  members  about  the  order, 
was  to  hire  three  men  to  supe  intend  that  work. 
That  is  all,  sir. 

Mr.  WilsoD  of  Ward  12—1  would  ask  if  the  prop- 
osition is  not  to  have  three  men  to  supersede  the 
present  Cochituate  Water  Board,  though  it  does  n't 
seem  to  be  apparent.  It  has  been  aooareut  that 
it  does  n't  intend  to  supersede  the  Mystic  Water 
Board. 

Mr.  Shaw — It  is  to  hiie  three  men  to  build  the 
new  work.  I  have  explained  that  it  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  present  Cochituate  Water  Board- 


no  interference  with  their  rights  and  preroga- 
tives. It  is  simply  to  hire  three  men  to  do  that 
work.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— I  would  ask  ii  these  three 
men  are  to  be  employed  by  the  present  Cochituate 
Water  Board,  or  whether  ihev  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed or  elected.  If  it  is  simply  a  repetition  of  the 
ordinance  just  defeated,  the  matter  will  be  fought 
over  agai  u .  If  it  v:  to  give  power  to  the  present  Co- 
chituate Water  Board  to  hire  men  to  perfoim  this 
work  1  shall  vote  for  it.  Eut  if  it  is  to  put  in  three 
men  specially  to  do  this  work  and  nothing  else, 
it  seems  to  me  there  will  be  danger  of  a  collision. 
If  the  present  board  cannot  do  it,  I  am  in  favor 
of  paying  them.  But  they  say  the  question  is  on 
requesting  toe  committee  to  reporr  an  ordinance, 
and  now  we  don't  know  how  much  ground  there 
isto^tand  on.  When  the  ordinance  comes  we 
shall  have  something  to  approve  or  disapprove. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10 — It  is  very  important 
for  the  work  on  the  new  supply  that  we  should 
have  some  definite  decision  before  long  with  re- 
gard to  this  matter.  The  present  board  do  not 
feel  willing  or  competent  to  carry  on  •  he  work. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 — 1  would  like  to  make  a 
personal  explanation,  if  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me.  When  the  gentleman  says  the  Water  Board 
do  not  feel  like  carrying  on  this  work,  I  would 
state  that  it  is  false.  There  are  three  men  vho 
are  willing  to  devote  their  whole  attention  to  it.  I 
don't  propose  to  sit  here  as  i  member  of  the  Wa- 
ter Board  and  allow  th.-t  to  be  said  without  a  de- 
nial. I  would  not  have  accepted  the  position  if  I 
had  rot  intended  to  attend  to  its  duties. 

Mr.  Sweetser— Members  of  the  Water  Board  cer- 
tainly say  they  are  unwilling  to  take  the  duties 
imposed  upon  them,  and  tney  ask  that  there 
should  be  a  paid  commission  td  cany  oo  this 
work.  At  any  rate,  whoever  is  to  carry  it  on,  ic 
should  be  decided  before  long,  SO  that  the  con- 
tracts may  be  made  and  cairied  out.  Therefore  I 
hope  this  order  will  be  adopted,  that  we  may  have 
something  to  accept  or  reject,  that  we  may  know 
where  we  stand  and  what  we  are  talking  about. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Will  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  15  state  who  the  three  members  are 
who  are  willing  to  give  their  whole  time  to  the 
subject? 

Mr.  Thacher — Mr.  White  is  one,  aud  I  think  Mr. 
Noyes  will ;  I  have  n't  heard  about  Mr.  Standish, 
but  I  think  he  will,  and  I  know  that  Mr.  Cutter 
will.  I  was  talking  with  Mr.  Cutter  today,  and 
he  did  n't  see  but  tnat  he  could  stay  there. 

The  motion  to  lav  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  hope  I  will  be  excused 
for  saying  one  word  at  this  late  hour,  because  I 
have  endeavored  to  dr  tw  out  hat  is  meant  by 
tins  ambiguous  order.  It  directs  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  to  report  an  ordinance  for  a  coni- 
missiou  to  have  charge  of  this  vork,  and  under 
that  they  could  report  an  ordinance  to  supersede 
the  present  Cochituate  Board.  The  report  we 
have  rejected  is  presumed  to  be  the  best  embodi- 
ment of  their  opinion  how  this  board  should  be 
organized,  and  now  the  proposition  is  to  let  them 
try  their  hards  at  it  again,  giving  the  general  di- 
rection of  the  work  to  three  men.  If  those  three 
men  are  to  be  superintendents  ot  tne  work,  the 
Cochituate  Board  have  sufficient  authority  to 
select  them  and  fix  their  compensation.  Tliat  is 
what  they  are  doing  today.  They  have  general 
superintendence  of  divisions,  arid  always  have 
had,  and  can  employ  as  many  as  they  please.  It 
strikes  me  that  this 'matter  should  be  /el' erred  to 
the  Committee  on  Water,  as  they  are  the  official 
medium  of  communication  betweeu  the  City  Gov- 
ernment ann  the  Water  Board.  They  can  talk  the 
matter  over  and  arrange  tne  matter  for.  the  best 
interest  of  the  city.  If  they  can't  do  it,  then  let 
us  make  some  other  arrangement.  But  1  cio  not 
believe  that  the  introduction  of  this  order  wdl 
reach  the  poiut  desired.  We  are  directing  a  com- 
mittee to  try  their  hand  at  a  work  in  which 
they  have  "failed.  It  is  presumed  chat 
they  have  no  special  familiarity  with  the  work  to 
be  done,  and  Hill  receive  suggestions  from  other 
parties.  If  it  is  to  organize  a  board  of  superin- 
tendents I  am  in  favor  of  it.  but  the  board  now 
have  sufficientpower  to  select,  and  employ  all  the 
men  they  want,  ai.d  fix  their  compensatior.  If  it 
is  desired  to  substitute  a  new  board  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  onWater,  and  they  can 
ascertain  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  Water  Board. 

l)n  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  the  Coun- 
cil at journed. 
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MAY    3,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DBAWK. 

Four  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  May  term 
of  the  United  States  Districc  Court. 

HEARING  ON  ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  a  sewer  between  Atnory 
and  Boylston  streets  was  considered. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Chester  said  the  lot  he  represented 
would  be  spoiled,  and  be  should  he  opposed  to  the 
sewer. 

The  matter  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— George  Woodbury,  Ar- 
lington avenue,  Charlestown  ;IAntonio  Enos,  sales 
ana  delivery  of  cargoes;  Waterman  K.  Pryor, 
Rogers's  wharf,  Sixth  street;  John  Trickey,United 
States  Navy  Yard;  F.  F.  Bibber,  P  street  and  its 
vicinity;  B.  Doimigan,  Michatl  A.  Daley,  George 
Fowler,  Edward  Miskelly,  Health  Department; 
Alfred  Woods,  Church-street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  Charles  G.  Bennett,  William  H.  Allan. 
East  Boston  South  Ferry ;  E.W.  Buswell,  Horticul- 
tural Hall  and  its  vicinitj  ;  Oliver  A.  Perry,  Church 
of  Christian  Evargelist'and  its  vicinity;  Caleb  L. 
Sturgis, Hotel  Dartmouth  and  Dudley  and  Warren 
streets;  Edmund  B.  Lord,  Rowe's  wharf. 

Agents  of  the  city  in  taking  the  Decennial 
Census  of  the  City  of  Boston— George  F.  Fisher, 
Jacob  S.  Viles,  De  Witt  C.  White. 

Communication  trom  the  Mayor  transmitting 
to  the  Board  his  approval  of  the  appointment  of 
the  followiDg-named  persons  appointed  by  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor,  to  serve  as  enume- 
rators in  gathering  the  industrial  statistics  for 
1875,  for  the  city  of  Boston:  Charles  A.  Gould, 
Clark  Hutchins,  J.  A.  Reed,  Charles  E.  Fish, 
William  Robinson,  William  F.  Horton,  J.  H. 
Winslow,  J.  H.  Roberts,  V.  C.  Kemp,  Oscar  F. 
Dowe,  Edward  A.  Williston,  Andrew  B.  Hubbard, 
Thomas  P.  Fagan,  John  D.  Driscoll,  Fred  Pow- 
ers, John  Paxtou.  John  H.  Murphy,  David  A. 
McCarthy,  George  W.  Randall,  George  W.  Barnes, 
James  D.  Flynn,  P.  W.  Dunn.  James  A.  Ander- 
son, William  W.  Davis,  George  F.  Doyle,  Robert 
Ferguson,  Alfred  Rand.    The  Board  concurred. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  of  Lamps.  W.  E.Woodward 
et  al.,  for  a  lamp  on  Dearborn  place. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Comma n,  etc.  An- 
cient and  Honorable  Artillery,  for  leave  to  use  the 
parade  ground  on  Boston  Common  on  June  7. 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  tint  on  the  Common,  on  June  17, 
for  a  banquet  to  the  veteran  military  companies 
who  will  join  with  jthem  in  the  centennial  cele- 
bration on  that  day. 

Joseph  T.  Ryan,  for  a  sewer  through  Orchard 
park  to  Chadwick  street. 

Joseph  Warren  Monument  Association,  that  the 
lot  of  laud  on  Warren  street,  near  Regent  street, 
in  fiont  of  the  birthplace  of  Joseph  Warren,  be 
set  apart  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  erectiug 
thereon  a  bronze  statue  of  said  Warren,  and  that 
the  city  will  render  such  aid  in  the  preparation  of 
the  foundation  *ud  pedestal  for  the  same  as  it 
has  been  accustomed  to  render  in  the  erectiou  of 
statues  to  other  distinguished  heroes  ot  the  Revo- 
lution. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Henry  P.  Tallaut, 
for  a  sewer  in  Highland  street,  above  Marcella 
street. 

A.  W.  Tice  et  al.,  that  a  sewer  be  laid  in  Park- 
man  street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Charles  S.  Rehihard,  for  leave  to  cut 
down  two  trees  on  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Edward  S.  Winchester,  for  remission  of 
tax  assessed  in  1872. 

Ann  P.  Craig  et  al..  for  abatement  of  rax  assess- 
ed in  1871. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Battling.  James  A. 
Kemp  et  al.,  that  a  bathhouse  be  erected  at  Wash- 
ington Village. 


To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Ancient  aDd 
Honorable  Artillery  Company,  for  use  of  Faneuil 
Hall  on  June  7. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  H.  Griggs  tor  additional  compensa- 
tion for  land  taken  on  Shawmut  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Patrick  Doyle,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  five  horses  on  Ham'?  court, 
Ward  22. 

F.  O.  &  J.  T.  Reed,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  eighteen  horses  on  corner  of 
Canal  and  Eden  streets,  Ward  22. 

Edward  Lynch,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Norfolk  street, 
near  Capen  street,  Ward  16. 

Michael  Slyne,for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  tor  two  horses  on  Bolton  street,  southerly 
side,  one  lot  from  D  street. 

John  T.  Johnston,  for  leave  to  occupv  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  ten  horses  on  corner  Washing- 
ton screet  and  Greenwood  avenue,  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  Company,  that  the  Ashland-street 
Bridge  be  rebuilt. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Comp  iny,  for  the  right  to 
connect  their  tracks  on  Charles  River  avenue,  be- 
tween Water  street  aad  Charlestown  square;  also 
to  connect  bv  a  curve  track  in  said  Charlestown 
square  the  westerly  track  on  said  Charles  River 
avenue  with  the  track  on  Warren  avenue;  also 
for  th*>  right  to  connect  the  tracks  on  Main  street 
between  Wood  street  and  Green  sjtreet. 

J.  Austin  Rogers  et  al.,  that  Eliot  square  be 
sprinkled  by  the  city. 

Leonard  Ware  et  al.,  that  Blue  Hill  avenue  be 
sprinkled  by  the  city. 

A.  S.  Brown  et  al.',  that  the  extension  of  Seav- 
erns  avenue  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

John  Comley,'for  brick  sidewalk  at  59  Bartlett 
street,  Roxbury. 

E.  C.  Stevens  et  al.,  that  Elm  street,  from  Hano- 
ver street  to  Washington  street,  be  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

John  K.  Wolston  et  al.,  that  Chelsea  street, 
Charlestowo,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Edwiu  P.  Seaver,  that  a  uortion  of  South  street 
near  the  Bowditch  School  be  paved  with  wood. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Company,  for  a 
change  in  the  grade  of  South  street,  Ward  17,  near 
Dedham  Bianch  road. 

George  F.  Woodman,  for  edgestoiies  on  Greeu- 
ough  avenue,  corner  Eitn  street,  W«rd  17. 

Robert  McMurtry,  for  edgestones  ou  Beacon 
street,  Brighton. 

Charles  H.  Bacon,  for  brick  sidewalk  486  to  498 
Harrison  avenue. 

Samuel  Cabot  et  al.,  that  Park  square  be  sprin- 
kled. 

David  Hearn,  for  brick  sidewalk  258  West  Third 
street. 

Alonzo  Dsxter,  that  the  passageway  at  59  St. 
James  street  be  called  Oakville  avenue. 

E.  D.  Chapin  et  al.,  that  the  "mile  ground"  on 
Brighton  avenue  be  watered  by  the  city. 

Jonathan  Belcher,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  TO 
Westminster  street. 

M.  Driuan  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  118  Foundery  street  ro  21  West 
Fouith  street. 

M.  Ellis  &  Co..  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  77  Prescott  street  to  Chelsea  street. 
Ward  1. 

A.  D.  Webber,  fo.-  the  construction  of  a  surface- 
water  drain  oiijsouth  sir  e  of  CheSiei  square. 

Leonard  Ware  et  at.,  that  Blue  Hill  aveuue  be 
sprinkled  by  the  citv. 

A.  W.  Tice  ctal.,  that  Parkmau  street.  Ward  16, 
be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

William  G.  Doe,  for  brick  sidewalk.  711  and  713 
Fourth  srreet. 

William  P.  Cavanagh,  for  leave  to  move  a  woodeu 
building  from  Walnut  street  to  NepOnset  avenue. 

Aldeiruan  Worthingtou  piesented  the  petitions 
of  Joel  Seaverns  et  al.,  Frederick  Guild  et  a/.,  and 
Isaac  Feuno  ct  al..  that  the  principal  thorough- 
fares in  the  Highland  District  msr  be  watered  in 
part  by  the  city.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages — Caroliue  Ho- 
mer, §349.25,  Shawmut  avenue ;  Hiram  Johnson, 
$460,  Shawmut  avenue;  Anna  M.  Abele,  S116. 
Shawmut  avenue;  Robert  Simpson,  $1223.60, 
Shawmut  aveuue:  Dennis  F.  Flagg,  $1085,  Levtr- 
ett  street;  heirs  of  James  Good,  $1672,  Hunueman 
street;  Christian  Rechel.  $4515.50,  E.t*t  Lenox 
street.    Severally  passed. 
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Order  to  appropriate  city's  share  of  levenue 
from  liquor  licenses,  after  paying  certain  ex- 
penses, to  ttie  reduction  of  the  city  debt.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  7500  square  feet  of 
land  adjoining  Chapm  n  S  hoolhouse  yard,  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  foot;  to  be 
charged  to  tue  special  appropriation  forth  it  pur- 
pose.   Pissed.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS   FBOM   THE  OfjMMON  COUNCIL  FOB  CON!  I  R- 
ItENCE. 

Petition  of  diaries  France,  for  compensation 
for  damages  on  Fellowes  street;  Maryjaae  Cur- 
ley,  minor,  for  compensation  tor  injuries  received 
by  a  fall  of  a  heavy  sheet-iron  ventilator  fron  the 
roof  ot  the  schoolliouse  at  the  corner  of  Cove  and 
East  stieet*;  petition  of  eighty-mie  citizens  for  a 
bath  house  neai  Cragie's  Bridge ;  notice*  of  •  ur- 
remler  of  interest  in  estates  on  Nortliainptan- 
street  district  as  follows :  Charles  Davis,  mortga- 
gee, Newman  estate;  trancis  W.  aqd  M.iry  A. 
Welch,  Hildreth  ist.;te;  Joseph  Dorr,  assignee, 
HUdreth  estate;  Mary  A.  Etosemeyer,  mortgagee, 
estate  of  Jonas  Ji.  Hiltireth;  petition  of  Typo- 
graphical Union  No.  13,  Governor  Gaston,  news- 
paper publishers,  et  al.,  that  the.  sessions  of  the 
International  Typographical  Urion  may  be  held 
in  tbe  Common  Council  cbambsi ;  petitions  for 
leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings  by  F.  O.  &  J.  T. 
Reed  on  Canal  street,  Ward  22;  and  Jeremiah 
Murphy,  at  132  Gold  street;  petition  ot  Cerran 
Madden  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his  estate  on 
Notthampton-street  district.     Severally  refnred. 

Tbe  petition  of  Jane  Montgomery  for  compensa- 
tion for  and  relief  from  assessment  lor  better- 
ments on  estate  154  Summer  street,  came  up  to  be 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Alderman  Worthmgton  thought  u  was  an  unu- 
sual thing  Jor  the  Committee  ou  Claims  to  consider 
an  assessment  for  betterment.  He  had  considered 
the  matter  as  one  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  and 
thought  Hie  conclusion  a  fair  one. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  not  unusual  for  a 
petition  to  come  in  in  that  lorm  and  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He  knew  nothing 
on  the  merits  of  this  case. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  peti- 
tion was  refei red  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  m  non-concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  to  furnish  additional  accom- 
modations for  the  Aubuin  Primary  School,  in 
Brighton.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  fit  up  vacant  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Wanentou  street  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  school  for  deaf  mutes.  Order 
passed. 

Order  for  City  Engineer  to  report  what  changes 
are  necessary  in  the  system  of  high-service  works, 
and  on  the  subject  of  a  new  main  trom  Chestnut 
Hill  R-servoir,came  up  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water.    Concurred. 

Cenificate  of  the  election  of  Benjamin  Dean  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Institutions,  in 
place  of  S.  A.  Dtuio,  chosen  by  this  Board.  The 
Board  proceeded  to  bal'ot.  Aldermen  O'Brien 
and  Viles  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.  They  reported  that  Sylvanus  A. 
Denio  had  received  eight  votes,  and  Benjamin 
Dean  four.  Mr.  Denio  was  declared  elected  in 
non-concurrence.    Certificate  sent  down. 

SEVENTEENTH   OF  JUNE. 

The  order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee on  the  observance  of  the  Seventeeth  of  June, 
came  up  amended  by  the  addition  of  eight  more 
members  from  the  Council  to  the  original  commit- 
tee, together  with  such  as  this  Board  may  join. 

Alderman  Harris— I  move  chat  the  Board  con- 
cur and  that  the  Chair  appoint  five  additional  Al- 
dermen on  the  committee. 

Aloei man  Burrage— 1  would  ask  if  tbepiesent 
committee  deem  tnemselves  unable  to  perform 
the  duties— whether  they  think  the  committee  too 
small.  [Pause.]  It  the  committee  do  not  ask  for 
more  assistance,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  had  bet- 
ter retain  the  present  number.  The  general  expe- 
rience is  that  small  committees  are  more  effective 
than  largi  ones,  and  I  trust  we  shall  non-concur 
in  the  amendment. 

Aloeiman  Power— I  move  to  amend  so  that  the 
number  of  Common  Councilmen  shall  be  five  and 
the  meinbeis  from  this  Board  three. 

The  question  on  concurrence  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Common  Council  was  put  and  the  Board 
refused  to  concur. 

Alderman  Power  a%ked  if  his  amendment  was 
in  order  and  the  Chairman  luled  that  it  was. 


Alderman  Power— As  1  understand  it,  the  com- 
mittee now  consists  of  eight  members.  I  move 
that  instead  of  eight,  it  consist  of  sixteen. 

Aldermau  Worthington — What  condition  will 
the  order  be  in  if  this  amer  dment  is  adopted,  and 
will  it  have  to  t.0  back  to  the  Council  ? 

The  Chan-man— It  will  have  to  go  back  for  con- 
cur! ence  in  the  amenduiei  t. 

Alderman  Worthington—  Then  I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  just  passed  by  which  we  refused  to 
concui.  I  hope  the  Board  will  concur.  Tne  Couu- 
cil  have  added  eight  members,  and  we  shall  add 
five  if  we  concur.  It  is  essentia1  that  this  matter 
should  be  disposed  uf  at  once.  We  are  to  have 
the  greatest  celebration  on  the  Seventeenth  of 
June  we  ever  had  in  this  citv,  and  yet  we  are  wait- 
ing here  ami  talking  about  a  certain  Dumber  on 
the  committee.  Whether  the  committee  be  eiiht, 
sixteen,  twenty-four  or  thuty-n  o,  we  are  a  week 
behind  the  time  essential  for  the  preparations  for 
the  celebration.  I  trust  we  shall  reconsider,  con- 
cur with  the  Council,  and  add  live  Aldermen  to 
the  comni'ttee. 

Alderman  Power— I  believe  my  motion  is  in  or- 
der, and  the  more  I  think  of  it  tin-  more  I  think  it 
is  the  c' rrect  one.  I  now  move  that  the  commit- 
tee consist  ot  sixteen. 

Alderman  Burrage— How  is  it  to  be  made  up  '.' 

Alderman  Power — In  the  usual  proportion  from 
each  branch.  As  it  now  stands  there  aie  three 
Aldermeu,|four  Councilmen  and  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  1  would  add  five  Councilmen  and  three 
Aldermen. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  he 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  mistaken 
in  lis  ruling,  and  that  the  amendment  offered  by 
Aloeiman  Power  is  strictly  out  of  order,  and  that 
the  question  was  on  concurring  in  tie  amend- 
ment. The  order  oiiginated  in  and  was  passed  in 
this  Board  ;  it  was  sent  to  the  Cuncil  amended, 
and  sent  back  and  we  non-concurred ;  it  went  back 
and  was  again  amended,  and  we  have  again  non- 
coocurred.    The  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Alderman  Power— We  have  voted  to  non-con- 
cur, and  my  motion  is  that  we  have  a  committee 
of  sixteen  appointed,  which  is  a  new  motion. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  amendment  is  out  of  order. 

Alderman  Power — We  hav<-  non-concuned,  and 
I  make  a  new  motion  that  a  committee  of  sixteen 
be  appointed  to  carry  out  the  celebration  of  the 
Seventeenth  of  June. 

The  Chairman — The  que-'tion  before  the  Board 
is  on  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  we  re- 
fused to  concur. 

Alderman  Quincy—  I  rather  hope  the  reconsid- 
eration will  prevail.  The  Board  will  remember 
that  in  my  remarks  last  week  I  expressed  a  strong 
belief  in  a  small  committee;  but  we  ate  drawing 
so  very  near  the  occasion  that  I  think  we  should 
sacrifice  our  prefeience  to  the  imperative  neces- 
sities of  the  case.  We  should  <o  something  at 
once,  and  scop  this  game  of  sending  this  order 
back  and  forth  between  the  two  branches.  The 
committee  should  go  to  work  at  once. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  reconsideration,  and  it  was  carried — yeas  7, 
nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  O'Buen,  Pope, 
Prescott,  QuUcy,  Worthington— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelo» ,  Burrage,  Power,  Steb- 
bius.'Viles— 5. 

Aldermau  Worthington  moved  the  Board  con- 
cur and  add  five  Aldermen  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Prescott — 1  understand  that  the  or- 
der as  amended  bv  tbe  Common  Council  makes 
the  committee  consist  of  eight  members  from 
wards  not  now  represented,  with  the  present 
members  of  the  committee,  making  twelve  mem- 
bers from  the  other  branch. 

Alderman  Worthington — Do  you  not  discharge 
the  present  committee  and  appoint  a  new  one? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  City  Council  have 
concui  red  in  the  order  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
appointment  of  the  original  committee  having  it 
in  charge.  The  committee  is  fixed  so  far  as  those 
members  are  concerned,  and  now  the  question 
comes  whethei  there  shail  be  any  addition  to  the 
three  Councilmen  and  two  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  do  not  so  understand 
the  amendment  offered  by  Alderman  Power.  He 
proposes  a  new  committee,  so  many  Aldermen 
ana  so  many  Councilmen,  which  seems  to  me  co 
relieve  the  other  committe  .  The  object  I  have 
is  to  finish  this  up  today.  If  we  pass  the  amend- 
ment of  Alderm  >n  Power,  it  must  be  sent  back  to 
tbe  Council,  and  that  will  keep  it  a  week  longer. 
We  ought  to  pass   it   today,  and  have  the  chief 
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marshal  appointed  and  let  him  commence  busi- 
ness. 

Alderman  Prescott— Does  the  Alderman  from 
"Ward  8  mean  that  the  committee  as  now  consti- 
tuted can  go  on  and  prepare  for  the  celebration 
of  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  and  that  this  ques- 
tion is  simply  an  addition  10  the  committee?  If 
so,  it  is  a  novel  state  of  things :  hut  tbat  rs  what  I 
understand  is  represented  by  the  gf  ntlemau  from 
Ward  8. 

Alderman  Stebblns— So  much  of  the  order  as 
relates  to  tne  old  committee  and  his  Hooor  the 
Mayor,  the  Cbaiiman  of  this  Bond,  ana  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Council  has  been  passed  in  concur- 
rence. The  point  of  disagreement  is  the  proposed 
enlargement,  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  order  is  attached  to 
the  report,  and  is  inseparably  connected  with  the 
appropriation. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  is  very  evident  that  there 
is  no  appropriation  for  trie  committee  to  go  on 
with  until  the  two  branches  concur  upon  a  com- 
mittee. Nothing  has  been  passed  yet.  The  order 
has  been  amended  and  sent  back  to  us,  and  the 
question  is  on  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 
Nothing  will  be  passed  until  we  agree  upon  a  com- 
mittee. Although  I  don't  believe  in  large  com- 
mittees, I  think  there  is  an  imperative  necessity 
for  action,  and  I  hope  we  shall  concur  with  the 
other  branch. ' 

The  Chairman — The  whole  subject — the  appro- 
priation and  the  appointment  of  the  committee — 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Bigelow — How  many  will  this  com- 
mittee consist  of  if  these  amendments  are  passed? 
I  fail  to  see  how  the  committee  will  stand.  Iff 
understand  it,  the  Council  propose  to  add  eight  of 
their  number,  and  we  pronose  to  add  five  or  three. 
How  many  will  the  committee  consist  of? 

Alderman  Harris — That  would  make  cwenty- 
one. 

The  Chairman— It  is  undoubtedly  the  intention 
of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  by  adding  five 
Aldermen  and  eight  Councilmen,  to'|have  the  com- 
mittee consist  of  sixteen. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  rather  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  pass,  because  it  seems  tome, whether 
a  new  committee  is  appointed  or  not,  or  whether 
the  old  committee  is  included,  it  will  have  co  go 
back  to  the  Council,  and  even  ii  they  concur,  sev- 
eral days  will  have  elapsed,  the  simpler  method 
will  be  to  concur  with  the  other  branch,  and  then 
we  shall  have  nailed  the  thing  at  ones,  and  pre- 
parations can  begin. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  state  that  in 
his  opinion  the  amendment  as  icd  would  add 
thirteen  more  to  the  original  committee. 

Alderman  Power — I  understand  that  would  be 
the  effect  if  we  concur.  My  intention  was  to  have 
the  committee  consist  of  a  smaller  number  than 
the  Council  seem  to  desire,  and  so  when  we  voted 
to  non-concur  I  offered  the  amendmeut.  My  de- 
sire would  be  to  reduce  the  number  to  five,  and  if 
an  amendment  is  in  order,  and  move  to  add  eight 
moie  to  '.his  committee,  five  from  the  Common 
Council  and  three  from  chis  Board.  If  it  remains 
as  it  is  there  are  eight  more  Councilmen  to  be 
added  and  five  from  this  Board. 

Alderman  Bigelow — If  the  amendmeut  of  the 
Alderman  from  Wai  d  12  is  passed  we  shall  non- 
concur. 

Alderman  Worthingtou — If  my  motion  is  passed, 
we  shall  concur,  and  if  his  amendment  is  passed, 
we  shall  non-concur. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  question,  I  take  it,  be- 
fore the  Hoard  now  is  on  concurrence.  We  have 
reconsidered  the  vote  by  v  hioh  we  non-concurred, 
and  we  have  now  to  decide  whether  to  concur  or 
non-concur  in  the  amendment. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  understands  that  the 
motion  of  Alderman  Power  is  to  concur,  with  the 
amendment  which  he  proposes. 

Aide i man  Worthingtou— I  waut  the  Board  to 
understand  that  il  we  pass  any  such  vote  as  that 
it  will  go  back  to  the  Council.  If  5011  pass  the 
motion  I  made  we  shall  concur  and  then  we  shall 
have  the  right  to  add  five  Aldermen  and  they  will 
add  eight  Councilmen. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  Alderman 
Power's  motiou  that  the  Board  concur  with  an 
amendment  providing  for  threw  additional  mem- 
bers from  the  Board  and  five  from  the  Common 
Council. 

Alderman  Worthingtou —Is  that  in  concur- 
rence ?    My  point  is  that  it  is  not  in   concurrence. 

The  Chairman — It  would  be  in  concurrence  in 
the  passage  ef  the  order  with  the  amendment 
proposed,  and  it  will  have  to  go  to  the  Council 


for  concurrence.  It  will  have  to  go  to  the  Coun- 
cil again  for  the  committee  to  be  appointed,  in 
any  event,  even  if  we  pass  th=>  motiou  of  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highland  District. 

Tne  amendment  of  Aldermar  Power  was  lost. 

Alderman  Wortmngton  renewed  the  motion  to 
concur,  and  it  was  lost. 

Alderman  Stebbius— Of  course  it  will  be  desira- 
ble for  both  branches  of  tha  City  Council  to  come 
into  harmony  on  Thursday  evening,  and  I  would 
move  that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Thurs- 
day evening  at  eight  o'clock. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  wa°  received  from  the  Mid 
dlesex  Radroad  Company  accepting  the  location 

§  ranted  by  this    Board  for    a   turnout  track  near 
omerville  line.    Placed  on  file. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Request  for  a  convention  en 
Tuesday,  May  11.  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filling  a  vacaucy  in  said  board,  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Frederick  P.  Moseley  of  Ward 
16.    The  Boa>  d  concurred. 

Bequests  for  the  gradi.  it  and  paving  of  Everett 

Primary  Schoolhouse  lot  and  the  Harvard  (ii  am- 

'  mar  (Brighton)  School  lot;  and  the  paving  of  the 

Phillips-street  Primary  School  yard.    Referred  to 

Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Sealers  of  Weiqhts  and  Measures.  Nominations 
of  John  D.  Reed  as  assistant  for  the  i  orthern 
District,  Daniel  Hunt  for  the  Southern  District. 
Confirmed. 

City  Clerk.  Quarterly  resort  for  April  30 — Re- 
ceived for  lecordine  mortgages,  §897.45;  for 
licenses  of  billiard  saloons.  $427;  auctioneers' 
licenses,  $36;  for  intelligence  offices,  $16— total, 
$1376.45.     Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Forth  Scales.  Quarterly  re- 
port for  May  1— Receipts,  §697.20;  paid  into  treas- 
ury, $245.81.    Sent  down. 

Police  Charitable  Fund.  The  Trustees  of  the 
Police  Charitable  Fund  repotted  that  since  1S70 
the  receipts  of  fees  from  the  City  Treasurer  to 
constitute  the  charitable  trust  fund  were  $46,000, 
and  from  other  sources  $7300.39,  a  total  of 
$53,300.39.  Of  this  amouut  $46,000  had  been  in- 
vested in  city  bonds,  $341.50  had  been  paid  to 
beneficiaries,  and  §6958.89  is  the  balance  belong- 
ing to  the  income.  There  are  at  the  present  time 
eight  beneficiaries  of  the  fuud  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  number  will  be  largely  increased,  com- 
pared with  the  past,  as  the  police  force  now  num- 
bers 700,  while  at  the  time  the  fund  was  created, 
June  17, 1870,  it  numbered  but  500.  The  five  years, 
during  which  the  ordinance  creating  this  board 
provides- that  fees  received  by  the  police  officers 
as  witnesses  and  paid  by  them  into  the  city  treas- 
ury, shall  be  kept  as  a  separate  fund,  will  expire 
June  17,  1875.    Sent  down. 

PETITION  FOR   STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petirion  was  received  from  E.  P.  Cutter  & 
Co.  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engiue  of 
thirty-five  horse  power  at  corner  of  Culvert  and 
Hampshire  street.  An  order  of  notice  was  passed 
for  a  hearing  thsreon  on  Holiday,  May  24.  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pay  Henry  Lear  §7585,  for  land  tikeu. 
etc.,  in  laying  our  Tliorndike  stieet  by  an  order  of 
Sept.  8,1874;  to  be  charged  to  the  Northampton 
street  District  Loan. 

Read  once. 

Outers  to  pay  Henrietta  Goldsmith  §1965,  for 
land  taken,  etc.,  by  widening  of  Tremout  street, 
by  an  order  of  the' Street  Commissioners  passed 
this  day;  to  be  chaiged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Widening  Streets. 

Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Sarah  H.  Draper  $1603.96,  for  land 
taken  in  name  of  the  heirs  of  Abijab  W.  Draper, 
by  extension  of  Corey  street  to  Park  stieet.  by  an 
order  of  Dec.  12, 1874;  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Widening  Streets. 

Read  twice  aud  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Coinmittse  on  Sewers. 
submitted  the  following : 

Reports  with  oi ders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday  next  at  four  o'clock  P.  51.,  to  all  parties 
objecting,  on  the  expediency  o£  constructing  com- 
mon sewers  as  follows:  Iu  Cherry  street.  Roxbury  ; 


MAY       3,       1875. 


264, 


in  Alaska  street;  in  Commerce  street,  near  Atlan- 
tic avenue.    Orders  severally  passed. 

Order  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to 
construct  a  common  sewer  in  Wall  street,  Charles- 
town,  and  repon  a  schedule  of  the  expense  There- 
of to  this  Board.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

BEQUEST  TO    CITY   HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  City  Hospital,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Mayor's  communication  relative  to  the  bequest  of 
$200  by  Mary  L.  Shaw  m  the  city  for  the  purchase 
of  flowers,  etc.,  for  the  patients  at  the  City  Hospi- 
tal, submitted  a  report  recommending  the  passage 
of  che  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  his  Honor  the  Mayoi  be  request- 
ed to  make  a  suitable  acknowledgment  to  the  ex- 
ecuiors  cf  the  will  of  Mary  L.  Shaw  of  the  receipt 
of  the  generous  bequest  made  by  the  testatrix  for 
the  use  and  comfort  of  the  patients  in  the  City 
Hospital. 

Ordered,  That  che  bequest  of  Mary  L.  Shaw  be 
accepted  and  the  amount  invested  m  Boslou  six 
per  cent,  bonds  and  deposited  in  the  Auditor's 
office ;  and  chat  the  Trustees  ot  the  City  Hospital 
be  authorized  to  collect  the  interest  on  said  bonds 
semi-annually,  and  expend  the  same  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  ol  the  bequest. 

Severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — One  bootblack, 
thirty-eight  newsboys. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— P.  T.  Barnuvu, 
to  exhibit  his  Roman  Hippodrome  on  the  Back 
Bay  lands  for  two  weeks  in  the  month  of  May; 
■Warren-street  Chapel  Association,  to  hold  a  festi- 
val at  Music  Hall  on  May  5;  H.  W.  Derby,  to  ex- 
hibit a  painting  at  Horticultural  Hall;  Cameron's 
Oriental  Circus,  to  give  exhibitions  in  suburban 
wards  of  Boston  in  the  month  of  May. 

Wagou  Licenses  Granted — Samuel  Boxbaurn, 
105  Pleasant  street:  Alfred  Ashley,  Cunard  wharf; 
Harrison  D.  Hobos,  104  South  Market  street; 
George  C.  Dailey,  Atlantic  avenue  and  South 
Market  street;  Thomas  O'Brien,  1292  Tremont 
street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— G.  A.  Morse,  2  Bow 
street;  J.  J.  Murphy,  15  Court  street. 

Billiard  License  Refused  — G.  H.  A.  Ball,  55 
Merrimac  street. 

Dealers  in  Second  Hand  Articles  Licensed- 
Patrick  D.  Muiphy,  50  Cove  street;  GeoigeW. 
Watson,  56  Howard  street. 

Pawnbroker  Liceused— Herman  Frankenstein, 
232  Broadway. 

Auctioneer's  License  Renewed— Jesse  L.  Nason 
&  Co.,  21  School  stieet. 

Auctioneer's  License  Granted — Moses  H.  Lib- 
bey,  124  Bioadw.  y. 

Amusement  License  Refused — Samuel  Davie- 
son,  to  open  Museum  of  Natural  History  at  542 
Washington  stieet. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  TO   ERECT  WOODEN   BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  from  tne 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  severally  recommending  the  passage 
of  orders  authorizing  the  granting  of  permits  to 
erect  wooden  buildings  as  follows:  Bbeu  Oliver 
(to  enlarge),  37  Monmouth  stieet;  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroa  1  Co.,  [Giand  Junction  wharf,  Ward 
1;  S.  H.  Munson,  near  Rogers  avenue,  Ward  15; 
Thomas  L.  Bean,  Hittingers  wharf.  Orders  sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Also  report  recommend'ng  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  John  Wattendort,  for  leave  to  extend 
a  wooden  building  at  100  D  street  to  a  size  exceed- 
ing the  legal  limits.    Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

PERMITS   FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  re- 
ports recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  ol  the  following  petitions  for  permits 
to  occupy  stables:  Smith  Richards,  Austin  stieet, 
79  and  81,  Ward  20;  H.  V.  Hay  ward,  lot  corner  of 
Whea'land  avenue,  Ward  16;  Joseph  P.  Shaw, 
Brookline  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain;  M.  Judd,  127 
Merrimac  street;  Daniel  Roddam,  133  and  135  Mer- 
rimac street;  James  Jellison,  between  6  and  12 
Pitts  street, provided  manure  pit,  ventilation,  etc., 
shall  be  made  satisfactory  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Health.    Severally  accepted. 


PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  who  were  instructed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  ordinance  for  certain 
changes  in  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  election 
or  repairs  of  buildings  for  public  institutioas,  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  pub'ic 
institutions:  • 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1— The  oidinance  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic institutions  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  to 
the  seventh  se<  tion  the  following  worus: 

"The  Board  shall,  in  the  erection,  alteration  or 
repair  of  buildiogs,  be  subject  to  the  same 
piovisions  concerning  plans,  specification*  and 
proposals  to  which  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  are  now  subject  by  ordinance." 

Read  once. 

AUDITOR'S    ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  annual  report  of  the  Auuitor 
of  Accounts  for  the  financial  year  1874-75  be  sub- 
mitted in  punt,  and  that  5500  copies  thereof  be 
printed;  that  3800  copies  be  retained  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Auditor  at  City  Hall,  for  distribution, 
and  that  the  remainder  be  placed  in  the  several 
police  station  house-,  also  for  distribution;  and 
further,  that  public  advertisement  be  made  of  the 
fact  in  the  newspapers  that  such  leports  have 
been  placed  in  the  Auditor's  Office,  City  Hall, and 
in  the  several  police  station  houses,  tor  distribu- 
tion, where  th*e  citizsns  may  obtain  them  on  ap- 
plication. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  176  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  1875,  entitled  "Au  act  concerning  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  city  cf  Boston,  and  to  establish  the 
office  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for  said  city,"  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  accepted. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  re- 

?ue>ted  to  report  a  order  establishing  the  salary 
or  the  office  ot  Collector  of  Taxes,  «nd  the  al- 
lowance for  clerk  hire  in  said  office  and  the  office 
of  the  City  Treasurer. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committer  on  the  Treasury 
Department  be  requested  to  nominate  a  suitable 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Collector  of  Taxes. 
Severally  read  ence. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Report  with  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday,  May  24,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  a  double  track  on 
Columbus  avenue  from  Berkeley  street  to  Park 
square.    Order  passed. 

Report  with  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, May  24,  at  4  P.  M,,  on  petition  of  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company,  for  a  turnout  on  Tremont 
street,  near  Hillside  avenue.    Order  passed. 

Report  with  order  of  notice  for  a  bearing  on 
Monday,  May  31,  1875,  on  petition  of  Boston  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  Company  tor  approval  of 
the  location  of  a  route  in  this  city.  A  map  of  the  lo- 
cation will  be  exhibited  and  all  parties  interested 
may  be  heard.    Order  passed. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  the  fol- 
lowing petitions  for  leave  to  move  wooden  build- 
ings: S.  &  D.  Richards,  from  Church  court  to  396 
Bunker  Hill  stieet;  John  Cavanagh,  from  Brown 
avecue  to  unnamed  street,  corner  Pine  stieet; 
Joseph  H.Beal,  from  School  street  to  Whitfield 
street,  Ward  16.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  that  a  permit  be  granted 
to  Howland,  Luce  &Co.,to  maintaiu  a  boistiDg 
beam,  etc,  on  Albany  street,  at  corner  of  Genesee 
stieet,  on  the  usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

Orders  directing  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
to  pave  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  estate 
of  W.  P.  Cross,  22  Mercer  street;  and  to  furnish 
and  set  tbe  edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalk  with 
brick  in  frout  of  estate  or  Catherine  McCully, 
Brighton  avenue.    Severally  read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  North  Margin  street,  between  North  Mar- 
gin-street court  and  Lafayette  avenue,  against 
public  tiaTtl  for  the  tetm  of  sixty  days  from  the 
passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  Pleasant  street,  between  Warren  and  Main 
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streets,  Charlestown,  against  the  passage  of  ve- 
hicles during  the  removal  of  the  buildings  for  the 
widening  of  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  pet  mission  be  granted  to  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  construct  a 
temporary  track  on  Boylston  street,  between  Clar- 
endon and  Dartmouth  streets,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  visitors  to  Barnum's  Hippodrome,  upon 
condition  that  said  ti  aek  shall  be  removed  within 
five  days  after  the  closing  of  the 'exuibirion,  or 
somer,  if  this  Board  shall  so  direct. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  the  hens  of  E.  L.  Penmman 
$3500,  fir  damages  to  eitatelO  and  12  Central 
street,  oau3ed  Dyjchanglng  the  gtade  of  Central 
street;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt 
District  Loan.    Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  WaJden  street  as  laid  out  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  from  Heath 
to  Centre  street.    Estimated  cost,  $2000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  th«  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
diiecfed  to  remove  the  wooden  pavement  in  Court 
street  and  replace  the  same  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  co<-t,  $3500. 

Read  twice  and  passed . 

REPAIRS  ON  PRISON  POINT  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  submitted  toe  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  make  tepairs  on  Prison  Point  Bridge, 
at  an  estimated  expense  of  $1000;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twi<  e  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  Prison  Point  Bridge  between 
Charlestown  and  Cambridge  be  closed  to  public 
travel  on  Tuesday,  May  4,  and  remain  closed  until 
certain  repairs  ate  completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STREET-SWEEPING  MACHINES. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  motion  by  Alderman 
Power  10  reconsider  the  order  for  purchase  of 
eight  street-sweeping  machines  at  a  cost  of  $490 
each,  for  use  in  the  Health  Department. 

Alderman  "Worthiugton  hoped  the  Board  would 
adhere  to  the  vote  previously  passed. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  was  oo  the  Committee 
on  Health  last  year,  and  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
that  it  was  a  pi  etty  good  business  to  make  those 
machines  for  $300  apiece,  and  if  the  Board  would 
place  the  price  at  that  snm  he  had  no  doubt  they 
would  get  ihe  machines,  as  some  of  them  are 
already  made  and  in  use  on  the  streets,  though 
he  made  the  motion  in  good  faith,  and  not  to  take 
advantage  of  that.  A  competent  judge  had  ex- 
amined the  machines,  and  thinks  $300  a  good 
price.  If  the  reconsideration  prevails,  he 
would  move  to  amend  by  making  the  price  $300. 
When  the  matter  first  came  up,  two  machines  were 
tried,  one  English  anct  the  other  American,  there 
being  very  little  difference  between  them  and  it 
being  evident  the  second  one  made  stole  pi  etty 
much  all  of  it  from  the  other.  La-'t  year  the  com- 
mittee voted  to  buy  the  American  machine,  the 
broom  of  which  is  the  handier ;  but  otherwise  there 
is  not  $10  difference  in  the  work.  They  had 
given  the  American  machine  the  preference  more 
because  it  was  American,  and  he  would  prefer  to 
do  so  now  it  all  things  were  equal.  The  owner 
bad  spent  time  and  money  exhibiting  it  about  the 
city,  and  the  committee  uaid  $500  apiece  for  them. 
But  $400  is  enough  for  them  now,  and  if  the  Board 
fixes  the  urice  at  that  they  'will  get  them. 

Alderman  Worthiugton  said  Alderman  Power 
four  weeks  ago  promised  to  get  them  for  $300,  but 
he  had  not  communicated  with  the  Committee  on 
Health.  The  Superintendent  desired  the  machines 
very  much,  and  the  inventor  had  manufactured 
four  of  them  on  the  strength  of  a  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee last  winter  that  they  would  give  him  $400 
apiece  for  them.  Aldeiman  Power  had  talked 
with  Mr.  Kenaa.il,  whom  they  all  know,  and  Mr. 
Kendall  bad  told  the  speaker  that  if  the  price  was 
$500  he  should  like  to  bid  for  a  less  puce,  but 
he  said  he  would  not  accent  $300.  The  inventor 
has  a  patent  and  is  entitled  to  something  for 
the  work  of  his  brain.  The  American  machine  is 
much  the  better  of  the  two;  the  broom  is  spiral, 
more  easily  detached  and  attached ;  the  Superin- 
tendent, has  tried  both  and  strongly  favors  it. 
The  inventor  says  $400  is  the  least  he  can  make 
them  for.  Tlie  Superintendent  thinks  that  they 
will  be  of  great  benefit    to   the   city.    The  price 


($400)  had  been  secured  after  six  months  of  nego- 
tiations with  the  inventor. 

Aldeiman  Harris — How  long  will  they  last? 

Alderman  Worthinffton  didn't  know,  but  they 
would  last  several  years,  at  least,  The  brooms 
wear  ou;  in  several  months,  but  can  be  replaced. 
In  New  York,  they  say  one  machine  will  do  the 
work  of  sixty  men ;  our  Superintendent  thinks  it 
will  do  the  wo/k  of  twenty  men. 

Alderman  Power  did  nt  know  what  the  Board 
knew  of  Mr.  Kendall;  but  he  represented  the 
English  machine  and  had  said  that  he  had  not 
bad  the  first  opportunity  to  sell  his  ma- 
chine. It  the  city  can  obtain  these  ma- 
chines for  $300,  it  should  not  pay  $400.  A 
good  man,  accustomed  to  the  work,  says 
they  can  be  profitably  made  for  $300.  The  maker 
had  told  the  Alderman  that  uis  only  pretext  for 
asking  $400  is  thac  they  cost  more  than  they  should 
on  account  of  the  ignorance  of  those  who  made 
them.  Th"  owner  did  n't  pretend  to  say  they 
could  n't  be  made  for  $300  at  a  piofit.  The  ma- 
chines ais  made  and  are  in  the  str°ets,  and  can  be 
haa  for  $300  just  as  well  as  $400.  The  owner  could 
well  affoid  to  sell  thernfer  $200  on  account  ol  rhe 
advertisement  tlat  their  adoption  by  the  city  of 
Boston  would  be  for  him. 

Aldeiman  Worthington  did  n't  know  what  the 
owner  might  do  if  compelled,  but  he  did  n't  be- 
lieve the  city  of  Eoston  desired  tt  purchase  them 
at  tne  actual  cost,  which  he  fhad  no  aoubt  >»as 
$400.  No  doubt  they  could  be  obtained  for  $300 
apiece  if  fifty  were  6"deied  ;  but  the  man  could 
not  contract  for  four  at  that  price.  Should  a  man 
be  crowded  and  allowed  nothing  foi  his  brain 
work?  That  is  not  the  v?ay  the  Aldersiaa  from 
Ward  12  does. 

Alderman  Harris — Do  you  require  eight  of 
them? 

Alderman  Worthington — We  could  use  twenty 
of  them  to  good  advantage. 

Alderman  Burrage — How  many  are  in  operation 
now? 

Alderman  Worthiugton— Two  are  in  operation 
now,  and  he  has  had  four  built. 

Alderman  Burrage— Are  those  four  a  part  of  the 
eight? 

Aloerman  Worthington— Those  four  are  a  part 
ot  the  eight  we  propose  to  buy. 

Alderman  Power  said  one  other  thing  should  be 
looktd  at,  though  he  did  n't  mention  it  to  defeat 
the  otder.  He  had  a  patent  of  the  English  ma- 
chine, and  any  gentleman  may  see  that  the  only 
difference  is  in  the  broom.  The  owne.s  of  the 
Engli-h  machine  claim  that  the  American  ma- 
chine is  an  infringement.  It  would  be  prudent 
for  the  city  to  look  into  that  matter  before  pur- 
chasing. 

Alderman  Hams— Is  n't  the  American  machine 
patented? 

Alderman  Power — I  have  examined  the  papers 
and  he  claims  to  have  a  patent.  The  principle 
of  the  two  machines  is  the  same  except  the 
broom.  The  Board  should  have  some  advice  be- 
foie  spending  so  much  money  in  buying  any  ma- 
chines. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  this  was  the  first 
he  had  hpard  of  any  contention  in  regard  to  the 
patent.  The  es-ential  part  of  the  American  ma- 
chine is  the  spiral  broom ;  the  other  part  had  been 
in  use  with  two  hotaes  for  several  years.  The  in- 
ventor had  been  hard  at  work  adapting  it  tor  one 
horse.  Mr.  Kendall  is  a  mere  figurehead  here 
and  don't  amount  to  anything  and  the  owner  of 
the  English  machine  probably  would  n't  allow 
him  to  lake  the  money. 

Aldeiman  Powet  produced  the  letters  patent  of 
the  English  machine  belonging  to  Mr.  Smith  of 
Bardcastle,  Eng.,  dated  July  29,  1873.  He  had 
nothing  to  say  about  Mr.  Kendall,  but  he  repre- 
sents the  owners  of  the  English  machine.  The 
committer  simply  desire  to  give  the  prefer  nee  to 
the  American  machine. 

Alderman  Burraire— Is  the  English  machine  se- 
cured by  letters  patent  in  the  United  States? 

Alderman  Power— This  document  has  ihe  Cnit- 
ed  States  Patent  Office  seal,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
it  is  official. 

Alderman  Blgelow— Did  the  party  ever  offer  to 
manufacture  the  English  machine  for  $300? 

Aldeiman  Power— He  did  n't  have  the  oppoi tri- 
nity to  make  a  proposition,  but  he  gave  me  reason 
to  iufer  that  he  would  furnish  tbem  for  $300.  Be- 
foie  spending  this  money  the  City  Solicitor  should 
asceitaio  if  we  are  liable  for  infringement. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  the  paper  refened 
to  by  Aldermau  Power  was  dated  London,  1ST;;. 
but  the  principle  of  the  machine  has  been  iu  use 
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here   with  two  horses  since   1871  or  1872.      So  if 
either  is  an  infringement  it  is  the  English   ma- 
chine. 
The  Board  refused  to  reconsider. 

VEGETABLE     MARKET. 

Alderman  Frescott,  for  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket, submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  be  au- 
thorized to  establish  a  market  tor  the  sale  of  pro- 
visions and  perishable  produce  on  the  lands 
owned  by  the  Mercantile  "Wharf  Corporation,  sit- 
uated and  lying  betweeu  Atlantic  avenue  and 
Mercantile  street,  containing  80,000  square  feel, 
*uui  v  or  less,  with  authority  to  make  regulations 
for  the  control  and  management  thereof,  to  the 
same  extent  that  said  Board  is  now  authorized 
by  ordinance  to  make  regulations  concerning 
Faueuil  Hall  Market;  provided,  that  said  Mercan- 
tile Wharf  Corporation  will  (give  the  city  a  lease 
of  said  lands,  free  of  rent,  for  a  period  of  two 
years  from  tbe  first  day  of  Mav,  1875,  and  will 
agree  to  pay  the  taxes  assessed  thereon  oy  the 
cityduiii.g  the  term  of  said  lease;  and  will  also 
give  a  bond  to  convey  the  said  lands  to  the  city  at 
any  time  within  one  year  from  the  first  dav  of 
May,  1875,  for  the  sum  of  $4.75  per  square  foot, 
and  a  proportional  part  of  the  taxes  for  ths  unex- 
pired terra  of  the  bond.  And  the  Mayor  is  hereby 
authorized  in  behalf  of  the  city  to  execute  the 
said  lease  from  the  Mercantile  Whaif  Corporation. 

AldermanPrescott— In  explanation  of  the  order, 
1  would  say  th?,t  it  is  similar  to  the  one  passed 
last  Monday  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets to  establish  a  vegetable  market  on  Mercan- 
tile wharf.  After  further  consideration  the  com- 
mittee find  that  the  matter  requires  the  concur- 
rence of  both  branches  in  an  order  authorizing 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  establish  this  market. 
The  statutes  ami  ordisaoces  g^ive  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  control  over  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincv 
markets,  but  as  this  is  outsile  of  those  limits  it 
requires  an  order  of  the  City  Council  authorizing 
the  Board  of  Alo'eruien  to  establish  a  market 
at  this  place.  That  is  the  reasou  why  this  order  is 
introduced.  It  is  similar  to  the  order  passed  last 
Monday.  I  move  that  the  order  take  its  second 
reading. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time. 

Alderman  Burrage — Have  the  committee  ascer- 
tained what  the  India  Wharf  Corporation  will  bond 
their  land  for  in  the  same  way  that  the  Mercan- 
tile Wharf  Company  are  willing  to  do? 

Alderman  Prescott— The  committee  did  not  ask 
the  price  that  thev  would  bond  the  land  for.  Be- 
fore they  received  a  bond  or  a  price  for  the  Mer- 
cantile-wharf property  the  India  wharf  Company 
entirely  withdrew  their  oiler,  and  the  committee 
bad  no  further  dealings  with  them. 

Alderman  Burrage— Has  the  committee  any 
Idea  what  the    India  Wharf  Company  would   sell 


their  land  for?  It  is  a  question  with  me  whether 
the  city  could  n't  make  a  better  bargain.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  it,  but  $4.75  a  foot  seems 
like  a  very  high  price.  It  is  a  very  large  lot  of 
land  and  the  committee  should  n't  act  too  quickly 
in  the  matter,  it  seems  to  me. 

Aldermen  Pi  escott— I  think  that  if  the  commit- 
tee had  been  able  to  get  a  price  for  the  India- 
wnarf  property,  it  would  have  been  at  a  consider- 
ably higher  figure  than  that  for  the  Mercantile- 
whaif  property.  The  taxes  on  the  India-wharf 
property  were  something  like  $6000,  which  at  a 
valuation  of  $15  on  the  thousand,  would  be  $400,- 
000  for  the  land,  as  taxed  last  year. 

AJdenuau  Burrage — About  $4  a  foot. 

Alderman  Prescott — There  aie  something  less 
than  100,000  feet.  The  property  is  not  taxed  at  its 
full  price.  The  committee  considered  that  the 
Mercautile  whaif  property,  being  some  600  feet 
nearer  the  market  than  India  wharf,  was  a  much 
more  desirable  place. 

Alderman  Wortbington— When  this  subject  was 
heard  before  the  committee,  Mr.  Brown,  the 
manager  of  the  India  Wharf  Company,  came  be- 
fore them,  and  the  question  was  asked,  what 
authority  he  had  to  lease  it,  and  if  any 
vote  had  ever  been  passed,  and  he  said 
no  vote  hart  been  passed,  but  he  had  the 
authority  by  being  manager  of  the  com- 
pany, ami  he  had  no  doubt  he  could  get  a  vote  for 
that  purpose.  Now  there  is  a  question  of  litiga- 
tion in  regard  to  the  India  wharf  property,  and  it 
is  the  opiuion  of  good  lawyers  that  no  lease  or 
bond  could  be  given.  In  answer  to  a  question, 
Mr.  Brown  finally  said  that  one  of  the  principal 
stockholders  is  a  lady,  a:.d  she  is  in  Europe;  and 
it  was  a  question  whether  he  could  give  a  legal 
bond  to  sell  the  India-wbarf  property.at  this  time. 
Mr.  Brown  did  not  feel  sure  he  could;  he  said  if 
he  did  that  thev  would  back  him  up,  that  they 
did  n't  object  to  his  leasing  it  two  years  ago.  But 
he  did  not  assert  that  he  had  or  could  get  power 
to  lease  or  bond  the  land. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  order  passed 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  authorizing  the 
Committee  on  Market  to  establish  a  vegetable 
market  on  the  Mercantile-wharf  property  be 
rescinded. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Power,  Al- 
derman Prescott  explained  that  the  order  of  last 
week  was  passed  under  a  misapprehension  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  power  to  establish 
this  market,  but  the  ordinances  only  gave  them 
exclusive  control  of  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy 
markets.  The  same  mistake  was  made  two  years 
ago,  when  the  vegetable  market  was  established 
on  the  India-wharf  property. 

The  motion  to  rescind  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Thursday  even- 
ing next,  at  eight  o'clock. 
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Special  meeting,  called  "oy  his  Honor  tbe  M<iyor 
at  12  o'clock  M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

THE   LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen 
— TJndar  the  provisions  of  section  20,  chapter  99, 
of  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  for  1875,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxicating  li- 
quors," I  hereby  appoint,  subject  to  your  approval 
and  confirmation,  William  H.  Kent,  Henry  W. 
Pickering  and  Patrick  A.  Collins  to  be  License 
Commissioners  for  the  city  of  Boston,  until  Mav 
1, 1876.  Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Mayor. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed.    Sent  down. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Six  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  May  term  of 
the  United  States  District  Court. 

LOCATION    ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  wa?  received  from  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company,  giving  notice  of  tbeir 
acceptance  of  the  location  granted  by  this  Board 
April  5. 

Placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Copy  of  inquest 
of  Corouet  Foye  on  body  of  Thomas  S.  Johnson, 
wbo  died  aftei  his  reception  at  a  police  station  in 
this  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Remonstrance 
of  John  T.  Moise,  Jr.,  et  al.,  against  the  location 
of  Batnum's  Hippodrome  on  end  of  Common- 
wealth avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  National  Bank  of 
Brighton,  that  brick  sidewalk  be  laid  on  Chest- 
nut Hill  avenue,  at  their  piemises. 

Sidney  Squires  et  al.,  for  the  construction  of  a 
retaining  wall  at  tbe  end  of  Holyoke  street. 


Bernard  Jenoey  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  the 
expense  of  sprinkling  a  porrioa  of  First  street, 
west  of  E  street. 

Stephen  W.  Mansfield  et  al.,  that  certain  po- 
tion* of  Boylston  and  Chestnut  streets,  Ward  17, 
be  sprinkled. 

PETITION  POR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam S.  Eaton,  for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  at  Monk's  7/harf ,  South  Boston,  and  on  his 
motion  an  order  of  notice  was  issued  for  a  hear- 
ing- thereon  on  May  17rh,  instant. 

SE"WER  IN  AMORT  AND    BOYLSTON  STREETS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committie  on  Sewers: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  necessaryfor  the  public  con- 
veni  nee  that  a  i-.ain  drain  or  comcon  sewer 
should  be  laid  between  Amory  and  Boyl*roj 
streets,  and  tor  that  pu.pose  it  is  ne  essary  to 
take,  ii  said  city,  ceri>aio  parcels  of  land  belong- 
ing to  tbe  following  person?,  viz.: 

Amount  of   Damages 

Owners.  land  taken,   awarded. 

W.R.  Chester l,660sq.ft.       $500 

J.  Amory  Oorlman 3,225       "       Nothing. 

C.  B.  Wilson,  P.  D.  Waller,  and  S. 

T.Crosby 2,900       " 

Willard  Q.  Phillips 4,600 

Chas.  H.  Kstabrook,  trustee 1,550      "  " 

Heirs  of  Elizabeth  Amorv 4,800       "  " 

William  Merriam 6,700       "       $1,500 

GilmanPage 2,717       "         1,000 

And  whereas,  due  notice  has  been  given  of  the 
intention  of  this  Board  to  take  the  said  parcels  of 
land  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  as  appears  bv  the 
return  hereunto  annexed,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  parcels  of  land  before  de- 
scribed pbe  and  the  same  hereby  are  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  a  main  dram  or  common  sewer, 
according  to  a  plan  of  the  said  land  called  !'Plan 
of  Taking  for  a  Sewer  between  Boylston  and 
Amory  streets,"  dated  Apiil  20.  1875,  and  depos- 
ited in  tbe  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Sewers;  and  this  Board  doth  adjudge  the 
damages  from  said  taking  to  be  according  to  the 
above  schedule. 

Read  once. 

On  morion  of  Alderman  Worthington.  the  Board 
adjourned,  and  stands  adjourned  till  Thursdav 
next  at  eight  o'clock  ?.  M. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  eight  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITION  FOK  A  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A.  petition  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  station- 
ary steam  engine  of  twenty  horse-power,  in  a 
building  owneo  hy  Jonathan  Cottle,  at  127  Sum- 
mer street,  was  received,  and  an  order  of  notice 
was  passed  for  a  heariEg  to  all  parties  objecting, 
returnable  Monday,  May  24,  at  four  o'clock. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Of  Augustus  B. 
Byram  et  al„  that  Charles  street,  Charlestown, 
be  put  in  order. 

Of  W.  H.  Clark  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  Lincoln  s'reet,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Culvert  streec,  near 
Buggies  street. 

Howard  ^SnelliDg  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  buildiDg  in  rear  of  588  Albany  street. 

POLICE  CHARITABLE    FUND. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Chief 
of  Police  advising  the  continuance  of  the  Police 
Charitable  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages— Henry  Lear, 
$7584,  Thorndike  street;  Henrietta  Goldsmith, 
$1964,  Tremont  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  "William  Gaston,  receiver,  $6000, 
for  damages  to  floating  dock  at  Litchfield's  wharf, 
on  account  of  encroachment  thereon  by  Fort  Hill 
wharf;  also  $6000  in  addition  thereto  on  comple- 
tion within  thirty  days  of  a  bulkhead  or  retaiuing 
wall  across  the  Litchfield  dock.  Laid  on  the  table, 
on  motion  of  Aldeiman  Power. 

Order  to  accept  chapter  176  of  the  acts  of  1875, 
relating  to  the  offices  of  City  Treasurer  and  City 
Collector.    PasseC.  and  sent  down. 

Order  fot  Committee  on  Salaries  to  report  an 
order  for  salary  of  Collector  of  Taxes  and  his 
clerks.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Treasury  Department 
to  nominate  a  suitable  person  for  Collector  of 
Texas.    Passed  and  sent  down. 

Order  to  set  edgestones  u.oon  estate  of  Catherine 
McCulley  on  Brighton  avenue.    Passed. 

Order  to  lay  brick  sidewalk  on  estate  No.  22 
Mercer  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  re- 
aring to  Public  Institutions,  so  that  in  the  erec- 
tion, alteration,  or  repairs  of  buildings  the  direct- 
ors shall  be  subject  to  the  rule,  respecting  the 
issue  of  proposals  therefor,  which  now  governs 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Quinsy,  who  de- 
sired to  tn<ve  a  consultation  with  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions. 

Order  to  take  certain  lands  for  the  construction 
of  a  sewer  in  Amory  audBoylston  streets.  Passed. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbius  submitted  an  order  for  the 
collection  ot  assessment  u^on  estate  of  Ezekiel 
Johnson  on  the  Northampton-street  District. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbius,  the  resolve 
and  order  to  take  certain  estates  on  the  North- 
ampton-street district  surrendered  to  the  city  by 
the  owners  was  taken  from  the  table  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Northainptou-street 
District. 

DIRECTOR  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  of  me  election  of  Benjamin  Dean  as  a  Di- 
rector for  Public  Institutions,  in  non-concurrence 
with  the  election  of  S.  A.  Denio  by  this  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbius,  the  certificate 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Later  in  the  session  the  following  proceedings 
occurred : 

Alderman  Power— I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  whereby  the  election  of  a  Director  for 
Public  Institutions  was  laid  upon  the  table,  unless 


the  gentleman  opposite  has  Borne  good  reason  for 
allowing  it  to  remain  there. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  moved  to  lay  the  matter 
upon  the  table  for  the  reason  that  the  matter  has 
been  back  and  forth  between  the  two  blanches 
for  several  weeks,  and  there  is  at  present  no  solu- 
tion of  the  matter.  It  is  oerfeetly  safe  to  let  it 
lie  on  the  table,  and  possibly  a  candidate  can  be 
selected  who  will  be  satisfactory  to  both  branches. 
In  the  meantime  of  course  the  city  will  have  the 
benefit  of  the  sei  vices  of  Mr.  Denio,  who,  under 
the  ordinances,  is  to  remain  there  till  an  election 
takes  place. 

Alde'rman  Worthington— I  hope  the  matter  will 
be  permitted  to  remain  on  toe  table.  I  am  not 
ready  to  vote  tonight,  aod  I  think  others  are  not. 

Alderman  Power— I  do  not  see  that  we  will  ever 
get  any  Director  of  Public  Institutions  unless  he 
is  elected.  I  don't  know  how  we  can  facilitate 
matters  by  laying  this  on  the  table.  It  must  be 
acted  upon  at  sometime,  I  presume,  and  the 
Board  are  just  as  ready  to  take  some  actio:;  upon 
it  now  as  at  any  other  time.  If  the  desire  i=  to  lay 
it  on  the  table  simply  that  the  present  incumbent 
can  keep  the  office.why  I  suppose  if  the  majority  of 
this  Board,  who  have  voted  for  the  present  incum- 
bent, think  that  is  a-  proper  and  fair  way  to  keep  a 
person  in  office,  they  can  do  it;  but  I  d»  not  think 
the  incumbent  himself  will  oe  satisfied  with  rilling 
the  office  under  such  circumstances.  But  some 
other  method  than  the  one  proposed  by  the  Alder- 
man oppo  ite  must  be  pursued  to  settle  this  mat- 
ter, and  perhaps  it  might  as  well  be  ad  pred  atthe 
present  time  as  at  any  other.  Evidently  the  Coun- 
cil means  to  adhere  to  its  election,  and  the  only 
other  way  than  to  concur  with  the  Conncil  is  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  conference,  as  suggested, 
in  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  proper 
course  to  pursue. 

The  question  was  taken  on  reconsideration,  and 
declared  lost. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs, 
which  were  called,  and  toe  result  was  as  follows: 

Teas— Aloermen  Clark.  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power 
and  Quincy— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bi^elow,  Burrage,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott,  Stebbins,  Viles  and  "Worthington — 7. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

The  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joiut  spe- 
cial committee  on  the  observance  of  the  Seven- 
teenth of  June,  came  up  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil with  the  indorsement  that  the  Council  ad- 
hered to  its  vote  of  April  29th,  to  add  eight  mem- 
bers from  the  Council  to  the  original  committee. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  move  that  the  Board  nou- 
concur  in  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  would  like  to  inquire 
if  that  was  the  vote  which  added  eight  of  the  oth- 
er board  ? 

The  Chairman — That  is  the  vote  whereby  the 
Council  voted  to  add  eight  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, from  wards  which  were  not  represented,  tf>  the 
committee  previously  nominated. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  to  non-concur  in  the 
amendment— that  is,  to  return  it  to  the  other 
branch. 

Alderman  Worthington— Will  you  add  to  that 
and  ask  for  a  committee  of  conrerence? 

Alderman  Stebbins— As  the  matter  originated 
here,  it  i9  more  competent  for  ihem  to  ask  for  it.  as 
they  undoubtedly  will. 

The  Board  then  voted  to  non-concur  in  the 
amendment. 

Sent  dowu. 

The  Board  took  a  recess,  and  at  the  expiration 
thereof  the  order  came  down  with  the  following 
indorsement:  "The  Council  adheres  to  'ts  former 
vote,  and  Messrs.  Flynn,  Peabouy  and  Tram  hare 
been  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  such 
committee  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  appoint 
on  the  matter  of  the  difference  between  the  two 
branches." 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  appointmeut  of  a 
committee  of  conference,  and  Aid  rinen  Burrage, 
Bigelo'v  and  Stebbins  were  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Board. 

A  recess  was  then  taken  till  the  committee  was 
ready  to  report. 

At  ten  miuutes  before  ten  o'clock  the  commit- 
tee returned  and  Alderman  Burrage  presented  the 
following  report: 

The  crmiinittee  of  conference  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  subject  matter  of 
difference  between  the  two  branches  concerning 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  special  committee  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill,  beg  leave  to  'report  that  they  have  conferred 
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with  a  like  committee  ot  the  Common  Council 
and  agree i  to  recommend  that  the  order  be 
amended  80  as  to  provide  for  an  enlargement  of 
the  committee  by  the  appointment  of  two  addi- 
tional Aldermen  and  four  Councilmep." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Hoard  reced- 
ed from  kits' former  vore  and  Alderm.  n  Quincy 
and  Worthingtoii  were,  added  to  the  committee. 

Aid  firm  au  Worthingtoii  asked  to  be  excused,  and 
Alderman  Burrnge  was  appointed  in  bis  stead. 

Alderman  Burrase,  begged  leave  to  lie  excused, 
ml  Alderman  Power  wa;  appointed  in  his  place. 

Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, deportee  in  favor  ol  a  renewal  of  the  auc- 
tioneer's license  of  Thomas  O.  Kennedy,  No.  6 
Win+hrop  Block,  East  Boston.    Accepted. 

BOND   RELEASED. 

Alderman  Big-elow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 

grant  a  release  on  the  bond  given  by  Alexander 
iokson  as  collector  of  taxes  for  the  town  of  West 
Roxbuiy,the  accounts  of   said  Dickson  having 
been  examined  and  found  to  be  correct. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

EXTRA   CLERK   HIRE. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the 
City  Clerk  for  the  issue  and  record  of  licenses, 
under  the  niuety-niutli  chapter  of  the  acts  of 
1X75,  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury  and 
that  there  be  allowed  a  sum  uot  ex- 
ceeding §12(10  per  anr.um  for  the  services  of  such 
assistant  clerks  as  may  be  requiied  under  said 
act,  said  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  reveuue 
derived  from  licenses. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on 
Brie  ges,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Warren  Bridge,  at  an  estimated 
expei  se  of  $2500;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comniirtee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Chelsea  Bridge,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $500;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Brio  ges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SPRINKLING    UNl'AVED   STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving,  etc., 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  the 
city's  defraying  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  the 
costof  spiinkling  the  unpaved  streets  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing the  words,  "and  also  the  approximate  cost 
thereof." 

The  amendment  was  accepted  and  the  order 
passed. 

BARXUM'S  HIPPODROME. 

Aldermar  Bigelow,  for  the  Committee  on  Li- 
censes, submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  io  whom  was  re- 
ferred tbe  remonstiai  ce  of  John  r.  Morse,  Jr., 
and  othcs  against  the  location  of  Bancm's  Hip- 
pod  rome  at  the  end  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  liv- 
ing he  rr)  the  patties  interested,  won  Id  respectfully 
report  that  the  remonstrants  have  failed  to  ad- 
vance any  reasons  which  would  justify  this  Board 
in  withholding  its  approval  of  the  location.  A. 
hose  carriage  will  be  located  on  the  grounds 
dining  the  exhibition  as  a  precaution  against  the 
spread  of  fire,  and  a  large  force  ot  regular  police 
officers  and  of  private  watchmen  will  be  in  con- 
stant attendance  to  preserve  order  andpievent 
the  ant.oyance  of  i  etsons  who  live  in  the  vicinity. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Hariis  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committae  on  Se»ers: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
directed  to  construct  a  common  se  wet  in  Fellowes 
and  East  Lenox  stirets;  the  expense  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Northampton- 
street  District. 

Read  twice  and  passed,    Sent  down. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

The  oider  in  relation  to  petitioning  the  General 
Court  for  an  amendment  to  tbe  city  charter  in  re- 
lation to  a  Board  of  Education,  came  up  with  the 
indorsement  that  the  Council   concurs   with  an 


amen  iraent  providing  for  a  board  of  tweDty-four 
members  to  be  elected  by  tbe  people. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  original  bill  which  has 
been  printed  i *  the  same,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  as 
that  now  approved  in  the  new  city  charter  and  as 
amended  by  the  Common  Council. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  so  understands  it. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  seems  to  me  we  aie  hard- 
ly rea^v  to  vote  on  this  now.  It  strikes  me  rather 
favorably,  but  we  have  hardly  had  time  to  look  it 
over  and  compare  it  with  the  other  bill.  It  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  better  to  wait. 

The  Chairman  read  the  original  order. 

Alderman  Wonhiogton— I  think  there  is  o.  e 
thing  here  that  we  should  look  after,  and  that  is 
that  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the  Board 
cf  Education  should  be  necessary  to  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  I  think  in 
the  bill  that  wa-  sent  up  rivm  the  Board  to  the 
Legislature  it  »as  provided  that  every  transaction 
of  the  board  should  receive  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  of  tbe  board.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  im- 
portant. It,  is  put  in  h  rn  over  in  the  last  part 
in  regarn  to  the  election  of  teachers  and  superin- 
tendent, it  seems  to  me  we  should  have  it  apply 
to  every  question  relating  to  the  general  maiage- 
ment  of  the  fc^ools,  so  that  all  important,  matters 
shall  be  passed  upon  by  a  majority  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Education.  In  local  busi- 
ness it  is  not  of  much  importance,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  in  all  the  general  transactions  of  business 
a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  entire  board  should 
be  given.  That  is,  if  a  quorum  of  the  Doarri  is 
thirtfen  members,  it  should  require  thirteen 
votes  to  pass  upon  any  impoitant  mat- 
ter connected  with  tile  school  board.  ;t 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  an  important 
poift  that  ought  to  be  put  into  this  bill. 
Then  there  is  another  place  I  anticipate  tuere 
will  be  trouble  about,  winch  I  think  should  be 
altered.  By  tbe  first  section  on  tue  sixth  page 
nothing  can  he  don°  In  the  matter  of  school  build- 
ings until  the  locality  and  plans  of  the  same  have 
been  approved  by  the  Board  ot  koucation.  That 
is  just  the  trouble  we  are  anticipating  in 
South  Bosron  uo«r.  The  School  Committee  in 
South  Boston  selected  a  locality  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Gaston  School,  quit«  along  dis- 
tance "from  where  it  was  designated  a  new 
primary  school  was  needed  and  from  where  the 
money  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  building. 
1  he  local  School  Comui:ttee  over  there  have  se- 
lected nother  place  in  tbe  vicinity  of  the  old  pri- 
mary school  house,  in  the  vicinity  ot  the  Gaston 
School,  and  in  tbe  opiniou  of  the  committee  and 
of  the  City  Government,  that  is  not  what  the 
money  was  raised  for.  Not  many  years  in  the  fu- 
ture it  will  be  necessary  to  build  an  additional 
schoolhouse  over  on  the  point  where  this  money 
was  appropriated  to  build  one.  Therefore  I  think 
we  should  take  more  time  to  look  at  this  and  see 
if  there  are  not  some  amendmnets  necessary.  It 
seems  to  me  these  two  things  a*e  important. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Tbis  act  reported  by  the 
committee  differs  very  materially  from  that 
adopted  by  this  Board,  as  adopted  by  (his  Board 
seetii 'ii  9  rays  that  tbe  board  shall  seive  without 
compensation.  That  is  stricken  out  by  this  com- 
mittee of  the  school  board.  They  have  also 
stricken  out  the  provision  that  toe  salaries  estab- 
lished at  the  commencement  of  each  school 
year  shall  not  be  increased  during  the 
year.  The  act  passed  by  this  Board  also 
provided  that  th-;  amount  expended  should 
not  exceed  tbe  amount  appropriated  for 
public  sehoo's.  They  have  stricken  that  out  also. 
There  ate  one  oi  two  other  amendments  made, 
which  to  my  mind  should  be  retained.  But  the 
other  bianch  here  coucuned  in  the  order  passed 
by  this  beard  that  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  shall  appear  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  ask  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  substantially  as  passed  by  tbe  board  of 
Aldermen.  So  that  would  give  the  committee 
authority  to  take  thir.  act  substantially  as  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Aideimau  Quincy— As  I  understand  it,  con- 
curring in  this  amendment  simply  indicates, 
our  agreement  to  the  principle  involved  in  the 
change  proposed,  that  is,  ihe  election  of  twenty- 
four  members  inslead  of  the  appointment  of  fif- 
te?n.  and  any  subsequent  amendments  we  may  de- 
ire  to  offer  can  as  well  be  made  in  the  order 
which  has  been  concurred  in  lor  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters.  If  that  is  so,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly wish  to  eoncur  tonight,  for  the  rea- 
son that  this  matter  is  to  be  heard  at  the  State 
House    tomorrow    morning;    and    if     it     is     the 
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sense  of  the  Board  that  this  is  something;  that  *e 
caa  do  afterwaxd,  we  had  better  take  an  attitude 
in  the  matter,  and  let  tne  committee  say,  at  the 
State  House  tomorrow,  that  the  attitude  of  the 
City  Government  is  in  favor  of  a  change.  If  I 
had  my  choice  betweenjthe  two,  I  should  choose 
an  appointed  committee.  But  I  think  this  is  a 
caseinwbich  we  should  consider  what  we  are 
most  likely  to  get.  It  may  be  that  by  and  by  we 
shall  get  at!  appointed  committee;  but  gtntle- 
men  most  conversant  with  public  opinion 
seem  to  think  we  aie  not  ready  for  such  a 
radical  change  as  that  now.  If  we  can  get  this,  it 
will  be  an  immense  improvement  over  the  present 
state  of  things;  and  there  leally  seems  to  be  good 
proof  that  we  can.  Therefore,  if  this  Board  is  in 
favor  of  urging  thi?  matter  with  the  present  Leg- 
islature, we  can  concur  with  the  undeistandiug 
that  we  situply  wish  to  change  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  fifteen  to  the  election  of  twenty-four. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  concur  generally  with  the 
remarks  of  the  Alderman  just  up.  If  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  legislative  committee  will  look  after 
these  amendments,  part  of  which  have  bee  a  le- 
ferred  to  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  14,  then  I 
will  waive  the  offering:  of  them  tonight.  But  it 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  as  well  to  have  them  in 
and  let  them  be  printed,  and  let  them  adopt  them 
as  they  se^  fit.  This  matter  of  serving  without 
compensation  and  not  exceeding  the  appropriation 
are  important  matters. 

Aldermau  Stebbins— I  would  like  to  suggest 
that  if  we  coucur  with  the  Council  in  the  passage 
of  this  new  act,  we  propose  to  substitute  that  for 
what  we  have  passed. 

Aldermau  Burrage — I  move  to  amend  the  fiist 
section  by  adding  in  the  fifth  line,  after  the  word 
"Education,"  the  words  "to  serve  without  com- 
pensation." 

Alderman  Quirtcy— There  certainly  cau  be  no 
objection  to  that  amendment,  butut  is  not  neces- 
sary or  worth  while  for  us  to  send  it  up  stairs 
again  for  that.  If  there  is  no  more  important 
amendment  than  that  to  be  made  I  shall  vote 
against  it  for  the  act  simply  provides  for  the  elec- 
tion of  another  SchooliCommittee  a  little  different 
from  the  present.  There  is  no  provision  at  pres- 
ent that  they  shall  serve  without  pay  or  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  shall  serve  witbout  pay ;  and 
yet  they  do.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  necessity 
for  tbe  words  "to  serve  without  compensation" 
till  we  create  a  new  board  or  new  commission 
hitherto  unknown. 

Alderman  Burrage — There  is  a  more  important 
amendment  which  is  included  in  section  99  of  the 
amended  charter,  the  one  referred  to  by  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  8,  that  tbe  expenditures  shall 
not  exceed  tne  appiopnations,  and  that  prohibits 
the  changing  of  any  appropriation  for  a  specific 
object  to  another  object.  I  have  not  the  amend- 
ment prepared  now,  sir. 

Alderman  Prescott — If  it  is  the  intention  of  this 
Board  to  examine  particularly  into  the  details  of 
this  substitute,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
better  not  to  commence  tonisrht,  for  the  amend- 
ments we  sbould  make  would  not  be  concurred  in 
UDtil  a  week  from  tonight,  unless  a  special  meet- 
ing was  called.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to 
say  or  what  to  recommend  to  the  Board  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter.  I  suppose  the  Board  will  un- 
derstand    that     I     have     takeu      considerable 


interest  in  this  matter,  ar.d  have  pre- 
sented to  the  Board  what  seemed  to  me 
to  be  the  best  plan  for  the  ameMoration  of  our 
difficulties.  I  fully  realize,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
necessity  of  a  radical  and  immediate  change,  and 
I  f  ully  realize,  also,  that  unless  immediate  steps 
are  taken,  there  is  no  probability  that  aiy  change 
will  be  made  this  year,  as  the  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature is  drawing  to  a  close.  If  we  take  time  to 
make  all  the  minor  amendments  and  changes  ia 
this  act  we  should  like  to  maie,  tbe  probability  is 
that  before  we  get  our  work  completed  the  Legis- 
lature will  adjourn.  The  City  Council  having 
made  no  definite  request  the  Legislature  would, 
probably,  take  no  action.  I  believe  the  substi- 
tute now  before  us,  adopted  by  tbe  Council 
is  a  gieat  improvement  over  tbe  present  system. 
I  look  upon  it,  Mi.  Chairman,  as  an  intermediate 
step  between  our  present  system  of  management 
of  school*  and  what  must  inevitably  come  in  the 
future — a  selected  Board  of  Education.  These 
men,  who  will  be  nominated  by  political  parties 
in  th?ir  midnight  sessions,  which  are  generally 
held  a  few  nighDS  before  the  election,  will  not,  it 
seems  to  me,  be  the  best  men  to  control  the  edu- 
cation of  forty  or  fit lv  thousand  children  acd  the 
expenditure  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
But  I  do  believe  that  the  city  of  Boston  would 
reap  great  benefits  if  we  could  have  the  substitute 
now  befo<e  us  in  place  of  the  present 
system,  and  I  am  inclined,  for  one,  to 
concur  with  the  Common  Council,  although  not 
fully  believing  in  the  different  sections  of  this  bill. 
But,  under  the  circumstances,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  to  concur  with  the  Common  Council  in 
this  substitute,  and  that  after  we  have  had  time 
fully  to  examine  the  matter,  during  a  year's  ex- 
perience and  working:  of  thatboard,wecaago  to  the 
Legislature  another  year  and  ask  for  such  changes 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient.  I  see  fully  and 
strongly,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  pressing  necessity  of 
radical  change  in  this  matter,  and  am  inclined,  for 
one,  to  indorse  this,  which  I  think  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  It  will  eventually  end  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Board  of  Education,  and  the  views  I 
have  expressed  in  this  Bo-:.rd  in  tegardtoan 
elected  board  as  the  basis  for  the  management  of 
our  schools  have  been  confirmed  day  by  df.y,  as  I 
have  had  opportunity  to  examine  into  the' man- 
agement of  the  scho'ols  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
Union.  As  I  understand  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Legislative  Affairs  that  this  motion  is  coming  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  tomorrow, 
I  cannot  believe  otherwise  than  that  it  is  best  to 
adopt  this  substitute,  although  it  has  undoubtedly 
some  dtfects. 

Alderman  Burrage  -I  withdraw  my  motion  with 
the  understanding  that  the  bill  may  be  perfected 
in  some  of  its  detads  by  tbe  legislative  com- 
mittee, perhaps  before  the  committee  of  the 
Legislature. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  should  like  to  say  further 
that  although  voting  for  this  in  substance,  I  shall 
feel  at  liberty  to  propose  such  amendments  and 
recommend  such  changes  before  tbe  committee  as 
may  seem  necessary  to  perfect  tbe  act. 

The  Board  concurred  with  the  Common  Council 
in  the  amendment  of  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Aldermau  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    6,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7Va  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardmau,  President, in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  HOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Quarterly  reports  of  tne  Superintendent  ot 
North  Scales  and  City  Clerk  aud  first  report  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Police  Charitable  Funtf,  severally 
placed  on  lile. 

Petitions  of  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery, 
for  leave  to  use  the  paiade  ground  on  Boston 
Common  on  June  7:  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil- 
lery Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  tj:nt  on  the 
Common,  on' June  17,  for  a  banquet  to  the  vet- 
eran military  companies  who  will  join  with 
them  in  the  centennial  celebratioa  on  that 
day;  Joseph  I.  Kyan,  for  a  sewer  through 
•retard  park  to  Chadwick  street;  Jo- 
seph Warien  Monument  As<  ciatiou,  that  the 
lot  of  land  on  Warren  street,  ueat  Regent  street, 
in  front  of  the  birthplace  of  Joseph  Warren,  be 
set  apart  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
thereon  a  bronze  statue  of  -fid  Warren,  and  that 
the  citv  will  tender  such  aid  in  the  preparation  ot 
the  foundation  and  pedestal  for  the  same  as  it 
has  been  accustomed  to  render  m  the  erection  of 
statues  to  other  distinguished  heroes  of  the  Rev- 
olution; Edward  S.  Winchester,  for  remission  of 
tax  assessed  in  1872;  Ann  1'.  Craig  et  al..,  for  abate- 
ment of  tax  assessed  ia  1871;  James  A.  Kemp  et 
al.,  that  a  bathhouse  be  erected  at  Washington 
Village    Severally  referred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
John  Wattendoif  foi  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
budding  at  100  D  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  tor  permits  to  erect  wooden 
buildings  to  be  issued,  viz.,  1.  To  S.  H.  Munson, 
near  Rogers  avenue,  Ward  15.  2.  To  J.  S.  Bean, 
on  Hittinger's  wharf,  Waid  20.  3.  To  E.  P.  Oli- 
ver, Monmouth  street,  Wark  1.  4.  To  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company,  Grand  Junction  wharf. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  acknowledging  the  bequest 
of  the  late  Mary  L.  Shaw  to  the  City  Hospital,  aud 
for  the  in  vestment  of  tne  amount  in  city  of  Boston 
six  per  cent,  bonds,  the  interest  to  be  collected 
semi-annually  and  expended  in  accoidance  with 
the  terms  of  the  bequest.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  for  the  Auditor's  report  to  be  submitted 
in  print,  and  5000  copies  to  be  printed  for  distribu- 
tion.   Road  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  appiopriate  city's  share  of  revenue 
from  liquor  licenses,  after  paying  certain  ex- 
penses, to  the  reduction  of  the  city  deot.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Executive  communication  nominating  William 
H.  Kent,  Henry  W.  Pickering  and  P.  A.  Collins 
as  License  Commissioners.  The  nominations  were 
confirmed  in  concurrence. 

O:  der  for  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  to  con- 
struct sewers  in  Kellowes  and  East  Lenox  streets; 
the  exoense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria'ion 
for  Northampton-street  District.  Read  twice  ar.d 
passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  7500 
square  feet  of  land  adjoining  Chapman  School- 
house  yard,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1  per  foot; 
to  be  charged  to  the  special  aopropri  tion  for 
that  purpose.    Older  passed  to  a  secoud  leading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  S.  A.  Denio  aj  a 
director  for  public  institutions,  in  place  of  Ben- 
jamin Dean,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.    Messrs.  Pierce 
of  Ward  11,  Power  of  Ward  22  and  Collins  of  Ward 
2,  were   appointed  a   committee    to   collect   and 
count  votes.    They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 65 

Necessarv  to  a  choice M 

Benjamin  Dean 46 

Sylvan  us  A.  Denio 19 

And   Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
curience.    Ceitiflcate  sent  up. 

SEVENTEENTH   OF  JUNE. 

The  order  appropriating  |30,000  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  came  town 
with  the  uoii-concurreuce  ot  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  the  amendment  of  the  Council. 


Mr.  Trull  of  Ward  20—1  move  that  we  recede, 
and  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the 
passage  of  the  original  ordet ;  for  it  is  high  time 
this  matter  was  settled,  if  it  is  going  to  be  at  all. 
A  chief  marshal  should  have  been  appointed  at 
least  two  weeks  ago.  If  we  are  to  have  this  cele- 
bration it  is  time  the  committee  were  at  work. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5— If  the  gentleman  is  desir- 
ous of  concurring  with  the  Bo^rd  of  Aldermen,  I 
shall  certainly  oppose  the  motion. 

The  President— the  question  would  be  taken 
first  on  the  motior  to  recede. 

Mr.  Trull — From  w  bat  I  have  heard  since  I  made 
the  motion  1  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  Council  ad- 
here to  its  former  vote. 

Carrie  !— 42  for,  23  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the  rule  was 
susp  nded,  a  motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected, 
and  the  order  was  sent  up. 

At  a  quaiter-past  eight  o'clock  the  order  was 
received  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  their 
non-concurr;-nce  in  the  action  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7,  the  Council 
voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  vote,  and  appoint  a 
committee  of  conference  with  leave  to  sii  during 
the  session.  The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Flynn 
of  Ward  7,  Peabody  of  Ward  9  aud  Train  of  Ward 
13  as  said  committee. 

A  motion  to  leconsider  was  lost. 

At  ten  o'clock  P  M.  Mr.  Flvnn  submitted  are- 
port  from  the  committee  on  conference  on  the 
matter  of  tne  disagreement  oetweeo  the  two 
branches,  that  ih",y  had  met  a  similai  com- 
mittee Irora  the  other  branch,  aud  that  they 
had  agreed  to  recommend  the  enlargement  of  the 
committee  by  the  appointment  of  two  Aldermen 
and  four  Counciluien.    The  i  epoj t  was  acce ated. 

The  order  came  from  the  other  branch  with 
Aldermen  Quiucy  ami  Pow.r  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. I'he  Council  concurred  in  the  amendment, 
antl  the  order  as  ameu.ed  was  passed — yeas  62, 
nay-  2 — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  and  Kitzpat- 
rick  of  Ward  7  voting  nay. 

The  President  jo;ned  Messrs.  Peabody  ot  Ward  9, 
Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Guild  of  Ward 6,  and  Devereux 
of '  Ward  22,  to  the  comm'ttee  on  tb;  pai  t  of  the 
Council. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

An  order  came  down  for  concurrence  authoriz- 
ing the  establishment  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  a  market  for  the  sale  of  movi  .ions  aud  perish- 
able produc;  ou  -.he  lands  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Company,  situated  between  Atlantic  avenue  and 
Mercantile  stieet,  on  the  terms  set  forth  in  said 
order. 

Mi.  Shaw  oL  Ward  5—1  would  like  to  have  some 
member  of  the  Council  give  a  good  reason  for 
this  order.  We  are  cslled  upon  to  concur  with  the 
other  bianch  in  providing  a  new  market  bouse,  as 
I  had  the  honoi  to  state  the  other  evening,  at  an 
expense  of  some  four  or  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  in  fact,  I  don't  meaa  that  it  is  a  direct, 
immediate  proposition,  but  that  that  is  the  prop- 
osition in  tacc  and  in  reality.  I  would  like  to  have 
some  gentleman  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  it.  If,  because  certain  parties  desire  to 
sell  certain  property,  and  have  been  hanging 
about  City  Hall,  and  billing  aud  cooing  with  a 
certai  >  committee,  is  that  a  reason  why  the  city 
of  Boston  should  incur  an  expenditure  of  four  or 
five  hundred  thousand  dollar  ,Swhicd  I  claim  to 
be  unnecessary?  The  naked  proposition  is 
this:  The  city  of  Boston  now  has  a  veg- 
etable market  occupying  some  seventy, 
eighty  or  ninety  thousand  feet,  more  or 
K-ss,  in  a  very  good  place,  where  the  whole  body 
of  faimers,  I  may  say,  who  furnish  vegetables  for 
the  city  of  Boston,  have  been  abundantly  accom- 
modated for  two  years  past.  The  city  has  made 
money  out  of  the  operation,  for  the  committee's 
lepoi  t  shows  a  net  piofit  of  more  than  $ 7000;  and 
this  proposition  is  to  involve  the  city  in  an  ex- 
penditure which  has  been  abundantly  proven  to 
be  unnecessary— at  any  rate  it  has  been  to  my  mind, 
for  I  have  taken  occasion  to  look  into  it.  I  had  the 
hooor,  the  other  evening,  to  state  so  boldly  and 
plainly  that  nocody  could  misunderstand 
me,  that  the  farme'.s  who  have  furnished 
vegetables  to  the  city  of  Bos«on  foi  two  years,  in 
large  and  small  quantities,  had  taken  more  than 
100  leases  upon  the  land  called  the  dump.  Within 
the  next  twenty-tour  hours  I  was  told  by  more 
than  one  ex-Alderman  that  I  had  n't  told  the 
truth;  and  it  has  been  sent  broadcast  that  one  in- 
ferior member  of  the  Common  Council  had  raised 
his  voice  against  Fareuil  Hall  Market,  and  he 
would  receive  bis  tkath  blow  as  did  Mr.  Alderman 
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John  Brown.  "Well,  sir,  I  have  been  killed  a  good 
many  times,  but  I  have  always  come  to  life  again, 
and  I  don't  propose  to  stultify  myself  or  be  killed 
by  any  monopoly  so  long  as  I  bave  this  right  hand 
to  use  and  this  feeble  voice  to  iai;e  in  be- 
half of  the  people.  I  say  the  market  down  on 
the  dump  is  one  of  the  most  beneficial  institutions 
ever  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of 
Boston.  Now,  here  is  a  proposition  to  expend 
balf  a  million  of  dollars  at  a  time  not  far  distant 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  land  adjacent  to 
Quincy  Hall  Market.  That  is  the  only  reason,  and 
I  ask  any  gentleman  here  to  give  me  another 
reason  if  be  can.  The  place  called  the  dump  is 
five,  six  or  seven  hundred  feet  from  the  spot, 
more  or  less;  the  maiket  there  costs  nothing,  and 
is  now  a  fruitful  source  of  income,  and  „an 
be  so  continued,  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the 
people.  Then  I  ask,  in  all  reason  and 
.judgment,  why  should  this  new  location 
be  taken  for  the  election  of  a  market  that 
is  wholly  unnecessary.  I  was  told,  sir,  as  I  said 
before,  that  I  did  not  express  the  truth  when  I 
said  a  hundred- farmers  had  taken  leases  there, 
and  I  was  challenged  by  another  ex-Aloerman  to 
show  it.  "Well,  sir,  I  have  taken  the  pains  today— 
I  bave  n't  many  leisure  days,  so  I  always  take  the 
latter  day  to  get  the  last  point— to  ascertain  the 
exact  facts,  not  only  from  the  wharfinger,  but  from 
Mr.  Biown, who  has  charge  of  the  whole  matter  and 
of  the  dump,  and  I  found  that  he  has  issued  180 
leases  instead  of  100,  as  I  hail  said.  Another  thing 
which  I  was  told  in  State  street,  while  passing 
down  to  transact  my  daily  business,  was  that  I 
had  stated  that  which  was  n't  true  and  that  the 
leases  were  to  run  a  year.  That  I  deny,  sir,  and  I 
have  here  a  blank  copy  of  the  leases,  182  of  which 
have  been  issued,  and  every  one  is  printed  "for 
three  years."  Now,  sir,  all  the  farmers  who  have 
occupied  that  place  and  sold  vegetables  at  a  lower 
price  than  in  Quincy  Market,  and  many  more  be- 
sides, have  renewed'  their  leases,  so  that  rheie  are 
182  stands  taken  today  and  there  is  room  for  sixty 
more.  I  was  told  again,  sir,  by  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council,  here  this  evening,  that  the  place 
where  I  had  the  honor  to  ask  the  price  of  potatoes 
was  not  upon  what  is  called  the  dump.  I 
took  occasion  to  measure  the  lines,  and  I 
find  that  that  statement  "was  strictly 
true,  and  I  did  buy  some  potatoes  there 
for  $2.25  a  barrel,  so  that  every  statement 
which  I  have  made  has  been  more  than  cor- 
roborated. Interested  parties  come  to  me  and 
tell  mo  I  have  n't  told  the  truth.  I  challenge  any 
man  here  to  deny  any  statement  I  have  made.  Is 
it  for  tbe  interest  »f  the  people  and  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston  to  unnecessarily  involve  them  in  a 
large  debt,  when  I  have  shown  thatjthere  is  more 
room  upon  this  dump  than  the  farmers  can  occu- 
py today,  and  that  the  result  of  the  experiment 
there  has  been  a  net  profit  to  the  city  of  $7000  ?  I 
have  stated  that  which  is  common  in  the  months 
of  the  people,  anrt  I  have  also  a  pocket- 
ful of  letters  received  since  that  time 
sating  that  Quincy  Hall  Market  is  a  monop- 
oly. I  would  1'ke  to  have  some  gentleman,  either 
interested  or  disinterested,  whichever  way  it  may 
be,  rise  here  and  give  me  an  opportunity  to  ques- 
tion him.  I  say  it  is  against  the  interest  of  the 
people  for  members  to  vote  for  this  order,  because 
men  interested  in  the  MercantUe- wharf  property 
come  here  and  ask  members  in  the  most  plausible 
way  to  buy  that  property  by  taking  a  bond  for  it. 
We  all  know  what  it  means.  I  say  that  the  price 
named  in  that  bond  is  much  too  high,  when  neigh- 
boring property  is  assessed  at  $2.50  a  foot.  I  know 
the  offset  that  will  be  brought  up  against  it,  but  I 
say  that  property  assessed  at  $2.50  a  foot  should 
not  be  offered  to  the  city  for]$4.75,  and  the  party  who 
offers  it  to  the  city  at  that  price  insults  the  city 
thereby.  I  charge  no  individual  peison  with  any- 
thing of  the  kind;  but  I  do  say  it  is  the  part  of 
the  City  Council  to  investigate  this  matter 
thoroughly,  and  I  will  repeat  what  I  h  ,ve  referred 
to  before,  that  in  all  money  matters  the  rule 
which  ought  to  be  adopted  is  that  every  commit- 
tee which  sits  under  the  cognomen  of  the  City 
Government  should  be  a  joint  committee,  and 
there  never  should  sit  under  the  cover  of  this 
hall  or  thedirectiou  of  this  Citv  Government,  be  a 
standing  committee  of  three  of  one  branch,  even 
though  they  be  as  pure  as  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets, who  are  most  excellent  men;  no  question 
about  that.  As  a  principle,  sir,  this  body  should 
have  a  voice  in  it.  When  I  had  the  honor  to  say, 
two  weeks  ago,  that  this  body  had  some  authority 
in  establishing  this  market,  I  was  told  I  din  n't 
know  anything  about  it.    But  the  result  is  I  did 


know;  and  what  is  the  consequence?  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  seek  to  withdraw  a  matter  now  lying 
upon  the  table  at  my  motion,  and  ask  to  do  this 
by  authority  of  the  City  Council,  and  we  are 
called  unon  to  purchase  some  seventy,  eighty  or  a 
hundred  thousand  feet  of  land  on  Mercantile 
whi.if  at  $4.75  a  foot.  It  is  shown  that  that  meas- 
ure is  necessary ;  I  shall  be  ooe  of  the  first  to 
vote  for  it ;  but  until  it  is,  it  is  my  duty  to  stand 
up  here  and  oppose  it.  I  oppose  it  i  o  the  interest 
of  tae  people.  I  have  no  interest  in  any  market.  I 
have  i.o  interest  in  any  real  estate  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  wish  1  bad.  I 
would  not  stand  here  and  advocate  a  measure  of 
this  kind  if  I  were  an  owner  of  the  property. 
There  is  a  WDid  of  caution,  sir;  there  are  selfish 
interests  ?.t  stake.  I  charge  nobody  with  being 
selfish;  I  am  looking  at  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  and  when  I  can  be  shown  that  it  is  neces- 
sary, my  vole  shall  r.e  given  for  it.  But.  as  I  see 
it  today,  I  see  no  necessity  tor  it.  and  see  only  the 
benefit  of  the  owners  of  the  Meicantile-wharf 
property. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  lti — I  can  corroborate  in  a 
large  measure  what  the  eeutleman  from  Ward  5 
has  said,  for  I  have  myself  visited  that  prop ertv 
today  and  conversed  with  the  farmers  who  have 
stalls  in  that  market.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that 
this  very  important  matter  is  one  upon  which 
there  may  be  and  undoubtedly  is  an  honest  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  members.  As  it  stands 
now,  this  body  is  officially  ignorant  of  the  merits 
of  the  question,  so  far  as  any  investigation  by  any 
one  representing  this  body  is  concerned.  As  it 
involves  an  expenditure  o"f  $12,000  in  the  first 
place,  and  very  likely  a  much  larger  amount 
ultimately,  it  seems  to  me  highly  proper 
that  it  should  be  investigated  by  a  com- 
mittee of  this  branch,  and  I  therefore  move  that 
the  order  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  cousider  and  repoit. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  of  Ward  4— Before  we  take  that 
step,  sir,  I  wish  to  make  one  statement  in  regard 
to  tbe  matter  as  it  stands,  which  I  think  has  a 
bearing  upon  the  question.  I  propose  to  have 
this  order  referred  to  another  committee,  and  for 
this  reason :  two  questions  are  involved— one 
whether  it  is  better  to  establish  this  market,  the 
other  whether  the  order  should  be  passed  in  the 
form  in  which  it  is  sent  down  to  us.  The 
two  questions  are  evidently  not  identical. 
In  regard  to  the  first  question,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  establishing  this  market 
on  the  Mercantile  wharf  property,  there 
has  been  no  defence  made  thus  far,  and  I  bave 
been  at  a  loss  to  hear  nothing  stated  in  behalf  of 
the  claim.  Looking  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  26tb  of  April."  1  see  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Markets  on  this  sub- 
ject, from  which,  it  seems  to  me,  a  great  deal  can 
be  said  in  favor  of  establishing  a  market  upon  the 
plan  proposed.  According  to  that  report,  this 
matter  of  establishing  a  market  there  was  a  com- 
promise undertaken  by  the  city  officials  having  it 
in  charge,  and  it  coui?s  to  the  Council  as  a  com- 
promise. It  is,  therefore,  proper  that  we  should 
understand  the  whole  scheme  before  rejecting  it. 
As  I  understand  it,  we  have  maintained  for  two 
years,  without  any  warrant  of  law.  a  market  on 
what  is  called  the  dump.  This  spring  the  com- 
mittee wcie  unable  to  leiiew  the  lease  of  the  Ian  I 
on  the  dump,  and  the  owners  of  the  Mercantile- 
wharf  property  made  a  counter  proposition,  by 
which  the  city  is  enabled  to  take  this  piece  of  land 
and  settle  up  one  or  two  lawsuits  against  the 
city,  if  it  is  accepted.  Wo  certainly  ought  to 
consider  both  sides  of  the  question  before  reject- 
ing it.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  has  made  a 
statement  which,  I  think,  is  fatal  to  his  order  in 
this  respect.  He  says  public  interest  will  not  be 
conserved  by  having  two  markets.  Now  it  is  a 
fact  that  a  number  of  inarketmen  have  hiied 
stands  upon  the  dump  agaiu,and  there  will  un- 
doubtedly be  a  market  there.  In  other  words, 
private  enterprise  intends  to  put  up  a  vegetable 
maiket  on  tbe  dump.  The  city,  in  order  to  effect  a 
compiomise  and  settle  certain  claims  against  it, 
has  undertaken  to  establish  another  market  on 
Mercantile  wharf,  and  it  seems  to  mo  that  we 
should  ratify  the  agreement  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. But  the  question  comes.  Shall  we  pass 
an  order  authorizing  the  establishing  a  market  to 
be  controlled  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen?  That 
seems  to  me  to  Vie  uudesirable,  and  I  propose  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  consider  whether  it  is  desirable  to  give  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  would 
therefore  move  that  it  be  refeired  to  the  Commit- 
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tee  on  Ordinances,  with  instructions  to  consider 
and  report  back  an  ordinance  giving  the  control 
of  this  market  to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  desire  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  will  not  prevail,  a-;  it  would  s-eem  that  the  proper 
time  to  refer  it  u>  tin  m  would  be  when  the  mar- 
ket is  established.  I  concur  with  th*  gentltman 
from  Ward  16  ihat  it  snould  be  referred  to  some 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  branch  that  it  may 
he  fully  investigated.  As  it  stands  now,  the  facts 
are  not  before  u.  or  even  before  the  Board  of 
Aldeiruen,  but  simply  lie  ir  the  breasts  of  the 
Committee  on  Market*. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10—  I  appreciate  the  force 
of  the  ai aliment  that  it  should  be  looked  into  by  a 
committee  of  this  body  ;  but  f  do  not  think  it  is  a 
question  to  be  considered  either  by  the  Finance 
Committee  or  Committee  on  Ordinances.  As  a 
substitute,  thereto  e,  I  would  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  a  joint  special  committee  to  consist  of 
the  Committee  on  Markets  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men with  five  members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  was  about  making 
a  motion  somewhat  i-imilarto  th<t  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10.  Memuers  will  at  once  see  the 
great  inconvenience  and  disadvantage  which  they 
labor  under  when  a  matter  is  passed  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  on  information  received  by  a  com- 
mittee composed  wholly  of  that  branch,  this  or- 
der was  passed  there  and  came  down,  and  a  gen- 
tleman rose  in  his  seat  and  snys  that  a  certain 
market  is  a  monopoly,  that  exorbitant  prices  are 
charged  in  certain  markets  and  cheap  prices 
in  another  market,  and  the  difference  in  die 
price  of  potatoes  is  seventy-five  cents  a 
barrel,  or  some  large  amount;  and  nobody  here 
can  contradict  him.  Why?  Because  this  matter 
is  sprung  upon  us  and  we  absolutely  know  noth- 
ing about  it  .  Now,  if  we  had  a  joint  committee  on 
a  matter  like  this,  when  any  member  made  state- 
meats  not  exactly  correct  about  these  rival  mar- 
kets, some  member  of  that  committee  c  mid  con- 
tradict him.  But  here  every  member  was  mum, 
and  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  assertion  must  have 
been  a  very  grave  one  and  there  must  have  been 
some  truth  in  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
said— that  on  this  dump,  1600  ieet  from  the 
market,  potatoes  are  sold  at  $ 2.25  a  barrel,  while 
at  the  market  thfy  are  sold  for  $2.75  and  $3.  If 
that  be  true,  it  is  an  excellent  reason  for  keeping 
the  dump  market  where  it  is  and  keeping  it  under 
the  control  of  the  city.  And  it  seems  to  me  the 
City  Government  should  have  found  it  out  before 
now.  It  is  a  very  grave  charge  to  make  against 
the  people  who  sell  large  quantities  of  vesretables 
in  Quincy  Market,  ana  members  of  this  board 
naturally  felt  that  there  must  be  something 
wrong,  and  they  made  inquiries.  I  certainly 
did.  I  never  knew  the  price  of  potatoes, 
for  I  never  had  occasion  to  buy  any  before.  I 
found  that  what  was  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  was  n't  so.  I  found'  that  the  price  of 
potatoes  down  at  Quiucy  Market  w«s  $3  a  barrel, 
and  they  did  n't  know  who  I  was.  I  said  1  could 
get  them  for  $2.25  a  barrel  down  at  the  other 
place, .and  they  said  the  potatoes  must  be  very 
poor  and  very  sm  .11,  and  that  there  was  only 
about  fifteen  cents  difference  between  what  the 
$3  potatoes  cost  and  what  they  sold  for.  I  can 
only  judge  from  what  I  saw,  and  some 
one  must  have  told  an  untruth  eithpr  to 
me  or  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  It  only 
slio  s  the  necessity  for  having  a  special  commit- 
tee to  look  into  this  matter  officially  and  tell  us  the 
condition  of  those  two  markets;  give  us  the  sta- 
tistics, tell  us  what  ought  to  be  done,  why  a  barrel 
of  potatoes  sells  for  $3  at  Quincy  Market  and 
$2.25  on  the  dump.  If  that  is  so,  Quincy  Market 
is  a  gigantic  swindle;  and  if  it  is  not  so  it  should 
be  told  here.  1  move,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  a  joint  special  committee  of 
the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Brackett— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  had  something  to  say 
upon  this  matter,  bet  so  long  as  it  has  taken  the 
shape  it  has,  I  heartily  concur  with  the  ideas  of 
my  friend  from  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
7  seems  to  doubt  the  statement  I  marie. 

Mr.  Fitzgers,ld—  I  did  not  iutend  to  doubt  the 
gentleman's  veracity;  I  did  n't  intend  to  say  such 
a  story  was  not  told  him.  I  say  a  special  commit- 
tee ought  to  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  facts. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  gentleman  said  that  I  stated 
that  which  was  n't  true.  I  told  the  experience  I 
had;  the  gentleman's  story  is  what  somebody  told 


him.  I  am  well  aware  that  all  Faneuil  Hall  and 
Quincy  Market  is  in  an  UDroar  about  this,  and 
have  sent  up  to  City  Hall  a  price  list  much  less 
than  what  I  found,  from  personal  experience,  to 
be  the  price  .  I  stated  that  I  went  down  upon  the 
dump  and  found  the  price  or  Early  Rose  and  Blue 
Nose  potatoes — gentlemen  may  laugh;  but,  sir, 
you  and  1  remember  when  the  Blue  Nose  were  the 
favorite  potatoes;  but  now  it  is  tb>  Early 
Rose.  I     don't     doubt      that     the      gentle- 

man has  beeu  told  so  and  so,  and  I  don't 
doubt  but  it  is  the  interest  of  Quiucy 
Market  men  to  tell  us  so  and  so.  I  Wtiit  down  to 
the  dump  and  several  times  inquired  the  pi  ice  of 
Early  R  >se  potatoes,  and  nobody  asked  more  than 
$2.25.  I  purchased  some  at  that  price  for  the  lady 
in  whose  family  I  am  boarding.  Then  I  went 
down  to  Mercantile  wharf  and  a.-ked  where  the 
lines  were— I  don't  speak  without  my  text — and 
the  name  of  the  ;  arty  whose  sign  banes  out  where 
I  made  the  inquiry  is  Highland.  [Mr.  Shaw  re- 
peated his  previous  experience  in  inquiring  tne 
price  of  potatoes  at  the  markets.]  Some  ot  my  best 
friends  have  been  to  me  to  ki  ow  why  I  am  making 
such  a  hue  and  cry,  as  it  would  affect  their  busi- 
ness. Merchants  in  the  neighborhood  who  rent 
stores  there  say,  "Why  ao  you  want  to  urejudic.e 
our  business?''  I  say,  "f  know  nothing  about 
your  business  I  am  here  as  the  representative  of 
the  people  and  am  sent  here  to  decide  upon  ques- 
tions thatj  interest  the  taxpayers  and  the  daily 
living  of  the  people."  And  when  I  see  an  appro- 
priation called  for  I  don't  care  how  many  members 
of  the  Council  are  interested  in  markets;  I  don't 
want  them  to  tell  untruths  about  me.  We 
are  elected  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  I  propose  to  do  it.  If  my 
worrhv  friend  had  sent  a  barrel  of  potatoes 
out  home  for  $2.25  a  barrel  his  landlady 
would  hive  been  glad  to  receive  them.  I  forgot 
to  mention  that  a  well-tried  agent  learned  tnat 
potatoes  were  three  dollars  a  .barrel  at  Boylston 
Market.  I  said  the  other  night,  and  I  repeat  it, 
that  round  about  Faneuil  Hall  Market  are  gath- 
ered men  who  have  n't  room  to  do  their  business, 
and  those  marketmen  not  only  desire  to  control 
the  prices  but  the  very  soil  upon  which  the  busi- 
ness is  done.  Sir,  is  that  democratic?  Is  that  re- 
publican?   Is  it  anything  but  a  monopoly? 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9 — I  simply  rise  to  ex- 
press the  wish  that  this  committee  may  be  raised. 
During  the  past  week  I  have  investigated  this 
business  somewhat,  but  not  so  much  as  I  should 
wish.  I  have  n't  been  on  the  dump,  but  I  have 
looked  over  Mercantile  wharf.  I  don't  wish  to 
discuss  it  tonight  if  this  committee  can  be  raised. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— My  only  desire  was  to 
have  this  subjecr  investigated  both  financially 
and  "agriculturally,"  and  I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  special  com- 
mittee was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Brackett  of 
Ward  10,  Fitzt- erald  of  IWard  7,  Shaw  of  Ward  5, 
Devereux  of  AVard  22  and  Morrison  of  Ward  9 
were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  the 
Couucil  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8  P. 
M.,  viz.,  resolve  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  Mayor 
to  apply  to  the  present  Legislature  for  authority 
to  appoint  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  fifteen 
persons  to  constitute  a  Board  of  Education  iu  this 
city ;  and  order  for  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  to  ask  for  such  an  act  as  is  above  de- 
scribed.   (City  Doc.  No.  53, 1875.) 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  whole 
subject  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  The  Board  is  aware,  through  th  e 
press,  that  the  School  Board  has  already  taken 
action  on  this  question,  and  that  a  committee  has 
been  appointed  by  them  to  look  after  this  matter 
before  tbe  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  to  ask  for  an  amendment  to  the  city 
charter,  and  a  hearing  has  been  set  down  for  to- 
morrow at  ten  o'clock  upon  this  very  question.  I 
am  certain  that  members  will  see  the  necessity  of 
taking  some  action  upon  this  matter  tonight, 
either  for  or  against  the  proposition.  The  School 
Board  are  anxious  for  this  change;  the  citizens 
cry  for  it;  everybody  wants  it,  and  there  is  an 
absolute  necessity  for  this  change.  As  consti- 
tuted today  the  board  has  about  114  members  who 
meet,  or  are  supposed  to  meet,  once  a  month  at 
least.  It  is  a  large,  unwieldy  board  ;  its  duties  are 
purely  executive,  or  ought  to  be,  but  it  has  be- 
come a  kind  of  debating  society,  and  necessarily 
so  from  the  composition  of  the  board,  there  being 
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many  men  of  culture,  each  of  whom  has  so 
many  ideas  about  education  that  it  is  not  strange 
that  debates  continue  till  late  in  the  evening.  So 
dilatory  is  obe  board  i"  the  transaction  ot  busi- 
ness, that  last  year  ttie  list  of  text  boois  was  not 
leaoy  till  October  or  December.  There  is  a  peti- 
tion befora  the  Legislature  now  for  the  elec- 
tion of  two  members  of  the  School  Committee 
froifi  eaoh  of  the  thirty-six  wards  into  which 
it  is  proposed  to  divide  the  city,  and  the 
new  board  will  retain  all  the  objectionable  fea- 
tures of  the  old  ore.  In  the  course  of  seven 
years,  when  Cambridge,  SomervillH  and  adjoiamg 
towns  shall  have  been  annexed  to  Boston,  the 
board  will  be  as  large  as  at  present.  'Xhere  are 
two  propositions,  ooe  coming  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  pi  oviding  for  the  appointment  of  fif- 
teen men  by  the  Mayor,  independent  of  locality, 
who  shall  appoint  a  Board  of  Examiners  of  not 
more  than  fix  or  less  chan  three.  To  that  plan 
there  are  many  grave  objections  ir  the  minds  of 
many  members  of  the  Couucil,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
thouaht  to  be  taking  tbepo*eiout  of  the  hands 
of  the  people.  The  Committee  of  tlie  School 
Board  thought  tbey  could  leduce  the  number  of 
the  board  without  taking  it  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  people,  by  which  twenty-four  members  could 
be  chosei  at  the  next  election,  and  a  third  of  the 
number  being  elected  every  year  thereafter.  It 
might  be  objected  that  that  number  is  too 
small;  but  I  have  taken  some  p^ius  to  look 
over  the  system  of  all  the  large  cities  in 
the  Unite' i  States,  and  I  find  that  m 
San  Francisco,  they  have  thirteen  men ; 
St.  Louis,  26;  Chicago,  15;  chosen  precisely  on  the 
plan  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  .New 
York,  with  a  population  three  times  that  of  Bos- 
ton, has  21  members  of  the  School  Board,  and  they 
are  appointed  by  the  Mayor;  Baltimore  has  24 
members,  selected  by  the  City  Council;  London, 
with  an  enormous  population  of  3,000,000,  has  a 
board  ot  29. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  asked  if  there  were 
not  in  New  York  a  large  Board  of  Supervisors  who 
do  the  duty  performed  by  the  School  Committee 
in  Boston. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — Yes,  sir,  and  we  propose  the 
same  thing  here.  The  plan  proposes  to  have  Su- 
pervisors of  Schools  to  do  what  the  School  Board 
are  supposed  to  do  now,  but  do  not.  They  are  re- 
quired to  examine  the  classes  every  quarter,  but 
if  they  were  to  perform  the  duties  lequiiedof 
them  it  would  take  two  whole  days  for  every  quar- 
terly examination.  But  they  don't  do  it.  The 
obatrman  of  the  district  committee  goes  to 
the  examination,  aad  no  o'le  else  is  pres- 
ent. This  plan  proposes  a  board  ot  salaried  ex- 
aminers to  attend  to  those  duties  which,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  the  School  Board  cannot  do. 
But  I  want  to  mentiou  the  number  of  each  School 
Board  in  the  large  cities:  Cincinnati,  48;  Phila- 
delphia, 30;  Milwaukee,  2  from  each  ward  ;  Brook- 
lyn, 45;  Washington,  3  from  each  of  four  districts, 
appointed  by  the  Mayor.  So  that  in  all  the  cities 
of  the  Union,  the  duties  ot  the  School 
Board  are  performed  by  a  very  small  com- 
mittee. And  why?  Because  when  the  num- 
ber is  laige,  responsibility  is  divided ;  che.v 
often  have  to  wait  for  a  quotum  to  meet,  and  us- 
ually adjourn  without  a  quorum.  If  there  is  an 
extra  meetintr  they  veiy  seldom  get  a  quorum, 
and  if  a  slight  shower  of  rain  conies  up  they  have 
no  quorum  at  ail. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Watd  22— Is  n't  it  made  the 
imperative  upon  the  committees  to  visit  and  su- 
pervise, and  report  upon  the  condition  of  every 
school  once  a  quarter? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Devereux— Then  I  ask  why  it  is  n't  done? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  say  it  is  n't. 
.    Mr.  Devereux — I  understood  you  to  say  it  was 
n't  doce,  and  I  asked  why. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  simply  state  the  experier.ee  of 
members  of  the  board,  that  the  quarterly  exam- 
inations are  not  attended,  but  the  rules  require 
that  tl.ey  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  15—1  would  state  for  infor- 
mation, that  a  niece  of  mine,  a  teacher  in  Boston, 
says  that  not  a  School  Committeeman  has  been  in 
her  school  for  a  year. 

Mr.  Devereux— 1  have  had  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  School  Committee  in  our  city,  and 
we  visited  the  schools  and  reported  upon  their 
progress  as  often  as  possible.  For  that  reason  I 
was  asking  if  tie  School  Committee  here  did  n't 
do  as  we  did  in  the  Bunker  Hill  District. 

Mr.  Fitzgeiald — I  merely  state  the  fact,  that  it  is 
.mpossible  for  members  to  do  what  is  required  of 


them.  So  far  as  the  examinations  are  concerned, 
the  schools  get  along  precisely  as  if  there  were  no 
School  Board  at  all.  A  change  in  that  board  is 
imperative.  The  people  and  the  public  feel  it. 
Then  the  question  comes,  Shouln  we  have  a  larger 
or  smaller  board?  In  Chicago  tbey  have  tried 
botb.  I  l.ave  seen  a  letter  from  Superintendent 
Ricard  of  Chicago,  who  says  thatundei  the  present 
system  not  twice  in  eleven  years  have  the  board  met 
without  a  quorum,  and  a  full  board  is  nearly  always 
present ;  why  ?  The  responsibility  is  so  great  that 
every  man  feels  the  necessity  of  being  present, 
and  as  the  examiners  report  the  condition  of  the 
schools  the  board  becomes  familiar  with  tnem.  If 
there  was  no  distrust  in  the  l^inds  of  the  people, 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  plan  proposed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  but  the  committee 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  better  to  re- 
duce the  number  to  twenty-four,  so  that  under 
the  present  system  of  nominations  the  best  men 
coulo  be  selected.  Here  is  what  the  Committee 
of  the  School  Board  say  upon  the  subject : 

"The  element  of  locai  representation,  which  is 
the  oasis  of  the  present  mode  of  electing  the 
members  of  the  board,  while  it  undoubtedly  pre- 
sents some  advantages,  is  one  of  the  serious  det- 
riments to  the  full  and  efficient  wording  of  the 
machinery  of  the  body.  Members  elected  by  one 
ward  can  hardly  help  feeling  ihat  their  primary 
service  belongs"  to  that  ward,— to  the  schools  with- 
in its  limits.  For  them  thev  are  willing  to  work, 
to  sit  on  committees,  and  make  speeches  in  the 
board,  while  many  have  but  little  or  no  relish  for 
the  general  business  of  the  committer;  and.  they 
are  ready  to  go  heme  when  the  questions  which 
affect  their  local  interests  are  disposed  of,  though 
'no  quorum'  be  the  result  of  thetr  withdrawal." 

That,  sir,  is  the  experience  of  the  board.  Mem- 
bers have  teachers  to  elect,  or  have  some  particu- 
lar plans  in  regard  to  their  district  to  carry 
througu,  and  when  that  is  'tten'ied  to  they  leave, 
and  the  board  adjourns  at  ten  or  half-past  with- 
out a  quorum.  I  hope  the  Council  will  take  some 
action ;  whether  the  ulan  adopted  bv  the  Aldermen 
ot  the  otberis  sdopted,  something  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Waid  1  believed  there  should 
be  some  reauctiou  in  the  board,  but  he  din  not 
like  the  idea  of  the  Mayer  appointing  fifteen  per- 
sons to  manage  that  department.  He  was  famil- 
iar with  the  Boston  schools,  and  believed  them 
the  best  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  moved  to  amend  the  resolve  by 
inserting  the  act  proposed  bv  "the  committee  of 
the  Scnool  Board  in  place  of  the  words  relating  to 
the  plan  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  that  that 
be  adopted  as  the  sense  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22  had  talked  with  members 
of  the  School  Committee  who  did  not  agree  to  this 
pi? u,  and  be  could  not  vote  for  it  until  it  had  re- 
ceived the  indorsement  of  that  board. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  suggested  that  by 
having  ouly  twenty-four  members  elected  on  "a 
general  ticlcet  all  tlie  wards  would  not  be  repre- 
sented, as  is  the  case  m  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  replied  that  tbeplau  contemplat- 
ed no  tuorelocalization.but  generalization  instead 
of  localization.  A  member  will  look  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  whole  city  instead  of  one  particular 
district. 

Mr.  Deveretx  believe;'  the  present  body  too 
cumbersome,  but  lie  believed  men  coul  1  be  found 
in  the  wards  who  would  i.tend  to  the  duties.  He 
thought  more  time  was  needed  to  consider  trie 
proposition. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  of  Ward  4  moved  as  a  substitute 
that  the  City  Solicitor  be  instructed  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Judiciary  Committee  and  support  the 
present  petition  for  thirty-six  wards  aud  two 
members  of  the  committee  iioru  each.  Both  plans 
would  then  be  fairly  presented.  The  plan  he  re- 
ferred tc  had  already  passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sweet ser  of  Ward  10  thought  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  Board  f  Aldermen  a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  old  one.  He  did  not  believe  in  elect- 
ing the  School  Committee,  for  it  had  proved  to  be 
a  failure.  He  hoped  one  of  thee  two  plans 
would  prevail,  and  preferred  the  one  from  th?  At 
dermen. 

Mr.  Devereux  asked  it  Mr.  Sweetser  doubted 
the  soundness  of  the  people  on  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation. It  was  strange  if  they  could  not  find  two 
competent  men  in  eacb  ward  to  perform  the  duties. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  said  the  order  would  have  to  go 
back  to  the  Aldermen  if  adopted. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  said  they  were  in  session  and  he 
understood  they  we  e  ready  to  agree  to  this  plan. 
There  should  be  some  compromise,  and  that  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  School  Board. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  tbe  pre- 
vious question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  b'itzgerald  moved  to  amend  by  incorporat- 
ing \he  act  rbferred  to  in  this  order,  and  tue 
amendment  was  adopied. 

The  order  as  amended  was  then  read  a  second 
time  and  pissed— yeas  47,  nays  18. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Beal,  Beot,  BiacKctt,  Bui- 
ditt,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Damon, 
Day,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Goliithwait,  Guild, 
Harmon,  H^riigan,  Hick?,  Hiscock,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Kugsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappen, 
Leighton,  Long,  Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Os- 
borne, Page,  Park8i\  Peikins,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Spraeue,  Sweetser,  Thactier,  Tiull,  Wadsworth, 
Walbridire,  Whir.coinb,  Wilbur,  Willcutr,  Wilson, 
Woods— 47. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Cawley,  Clarke,  Col- 
lins, Coyle,  Devereux,  Duggaii,  Fitzpatrick,  Kel- 
ley,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  Power,  Rice,  Shaw, 
Si'bley,  Stacey,  Wbitiuore— 18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  rt  aid  9,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  a 
reconsideration,  which  was  lost. 

The  order  appended  to  the  resolve  was  then 
passed,  and  the  two  as  passed  are  in  the  following 
form : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, it  is  expedient  to  apply  to  the  General  Court, 
now  in  session,  for  such  an  amendmeot  of 
the  city  charter  of  Boston  as  will  authorize 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  city  of  Boston,  at 
the  annual  municipal  election  occuinog  in  the 
year  1875,  to  elect  twenty-four  persons,  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city,  to  constitute  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation ;  the  eight  persons  who  shall  have  received 
the  laigest  number  of  votes  shall  hold  the  office 
lor  three  years ;  the  eight  pei  sons  who  shall  have 
received  the  next  laigest  number  of  votes  shall 
hold  the  office  for  two  years;  and  the  eight 
persons  who  shall  have  received  the  next 
largest  number  of  votes  shall  hold  the  office 
for  one  yeai.  In  cas<>  two  or  more  persons 
elected  shall  have  received  an  equal  number  of 
votes,  those  who  are  the  seniors  by  age  shall,  for 
the  divisiom  nto  classes  hereby  required,  be  classi- 
fied as  if  they  had  received  the  larger  number  of 
votes  in  the  order  of  ages.  And  thereafter  the 
qualified  voters  shall  annually  elect  eight  persons, 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  to  serve  as  members  of 
the  Board  of  Education  fc  tlie  term  of  three 
years.  Tue  persons  so  chosen  as  members 
of  the  Board  of  Education  shall  meet  and 
organize  on  the  second  Monday  in  January, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Mayor 
may  appoint.  They  shall  elect  a  president, 
who  shall,  when  present,  preside  at  the  meetings 
sf  the  board,  and  a  vice  president,  who  shall  pre- 
ide  in  the  absence  of  tbe  piesirient.  The  unex- 
pired term  of  office  of  all  members  of  the  School 
Committee  shall  terminate  on  the  second  Monday 
of  January,  in  the  year  1876.  Vacancies  in  the 
Board  of  Education  shall  be  filled  in  the  mam  er 
prescribed  by  law  for  filling  vacancies  in  school 
committees.  A  majority  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Education  shall  be  necessary  to  con- 
stitute a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. They  shall  ehooss  a  secretary,  not 
of  their  own  nuaibei,  an  auditing  clerk, 
and  such  other  subordinate  officers  as  they  may 
deem  expedient,  and  shall  define  their  duties,  fix 
their  compensation,  and  may  remove  the  in  at 
pleasure.  The  Board  of  Education  shall  have  the 
supervision  and  direction  of  the  punlic  schools, 
and  shaM  have  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties 
in  relation  to  the  care  and  management  of  schools 
which  the  selectmen  of  towns  or  school  com- 
mittees are  now  authorized  or  required  by 
law  to  perfo'm,  except  so  far  as  they  maybe 
changed  or  modified  by  this  act.  They  may 
elect  teachers,  and  may  discharge  those  now 
in  office,  as  well  as  those  hereafter  elected. 
They  shall  appoint  janitors  for  the  school- 
bouses,  fix  their  compensation,  designate  their 
duties,  and  may  discharge  them  at  pleasure. 
Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, a  new  building  or  any  addition  to  or  alter- 
ation of  a  building  is  needed  for  school  purposes, 
of  an  estimated  cost  of  over  one  thousand  dollars, 
they  shall  make  a  statement  in  wiiting  to  the  City 
Council  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  building, 
addition  or  alteration ;  and  no  contract  for  the 
purchase  or  lease  of  land,  or  for  the  erection,  pur- 
chase or  lease  of  any  building,  or  for  any  addition 
to  or  alteration  of  any  building  for  school  pur- 
poses, shall  be  authorized  by  the  City  Council  un- 
til such  statement  has  been'  made,  nor  until   the 


locality  and  plans  for  the  same  have  been  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  ol  Ed  ication,  oi  by  a  sub- 
committee thereof,  duly  authorized  to  approve  the 
same.  Toe  Board  of  Education  sball  elect  a  super- 
intendent of  schools  and  a  Board  of  Supervisors, 
consisting  ol  not  more  than  six  members,  and 
shall  defl  e  their  duties  and  fix  their  compensa- 
tion. The  superintendent  and  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  shall  hold  officj  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  uuless  sooner  removed ;  and 
they  may  be  removed  for  cause  at  any  time  by  the 
Board  of  Education.  No  member  of  either  branch 
of  tbe  City  Council  or  of  the  Boaid  of  Education 
shall  bold  the  office  of  superintendent  or  super- 
visor. The  superintendent  shall  be  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  aod  shall,  when  present, 
preside  at  their  meetings.  The  votes  of  a  niajori- 
ry  of  the  whole  Board  of  Education  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  elect  the  superintendent  of  schools,  the 
supervisors,  the  head  masters  of  the  Latin,  Nor- 
mal and  high  schools,  the  masters  of  tbe  grammar 
schools,  or  the  di'ector  of  k  special  study  or  exer- 
cise. 

Sent  down. 

Ordered,  Th?t  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  instructed  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ask  for  an  amendment  of  that 
portion  of  the  present  charter  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton which  relates  to  the  School  Committee,  so  as 
to  authorize  i  be  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, substantially  io  accordance  with  the  plan 
adopted  by  this  Board. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0,  tue  spe- 
cial a-signment  for  9  P.  M  ,  viz.,  the  new  charter, 
was  taken  op  and  specially  assigned  for  9  o'clock 
next  Thursday  evening. 

STREET-SWEEPING   MACHINES. 

An  order  came  down  authorizing  the  Committee 
on  Health  to  purchase  eight  street  sweeping  ma- 
chines, at  not  exceeding  §400  each. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  opposed  the  order,  on  the 
ground  that  the  price  was  too  high,  when  they 
could  be  made  for  $300;  because  they  were  un- 
necessary;  and  bee '.use  of  the  large  number  of 
honest  laboring  people  who  might  be  employed  in 
that  departmenfand  could  not  be  if  the  machines 
are  used. 

Mr.  Peikius  of  W^rd  16  advocated  tbe  order,  as 
^    the  machine  did  its  work  well,  could  be  had  at  a 
x    fair  price,  and  would  prove  a   great  saving  to  the 
city. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  22  was  also  of  the  opiDion 
that  $400  was  too  much  for  the  machines,  and 
that  they  could  be  made  at  a  fair  profit  for  $300. 

Mr.  Moirisou  of  Wai  d  9  believed  they  would  be 
a  good  thing  for  the  city,  as  he  had  seen  them 
work. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  was  of  the  same  opin- 
ion as  Messrs.  Shaw  and  Power,  and  believed  it 
would  be  a  detriment  to  the  laborers.  He  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

'  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

A  motion  to  suspend  tbe  rule  that  it  might  pass, 
by  Mr.  Perkins,  was  lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  $250  in  fitting  up 
and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company  A,  Ninth 
Regiment.  Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  an 
ordinance  so  as  to  pi  ovide  for  a  board  of  three 
persons  to  take  charge  of  the  new  work  connected 
with  the  Cochituate  Water  Service,  who  shall  be 
paid  for  their  services. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water, 
which  was  heartily  concurred  in  by  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5,  and  adopted.    Sent  un. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 
presented  the  rejected  ordinance  to  establish  the 
Boston  Water  Board,  so  changed  as  to  conform  to 
the  provisions  of  the  order  offered  by  Mr.  Shaw. 
On  Mr.  Kimball's  motion  it  was  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  John 
McBarron  for  tbe  refunding  of  taxes  etroneously 
assessed  in  1868-73.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Assessors'  Department. 

By  Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— Petition  of  P.  H.  Field, 
Jr.,  et  al.  for  sidewalk  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  16.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets. 
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CURBSTONE  OX  THE  TREMONT-STREET  MALL. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  Abbott 
Lawrence  and  others  against  placing  the  proposed 
granite  curb  or  any  similar  structure  alocg  the 
Tremont-street  mall,  having  considered  the  sub 
ject,  would  respectfully  report,  that  previous  to 
the  receipt  of  the  remonstrance  sealed  proposals 
had  been  requested  for  construction  a  granite 
curb  on  the  line  of  ths  mall,  in  accordance  with 
plans  and  specifications  prepared  by  the  City  En- 
gineer. Tbe  purpose  of  rhis  action  was  toasceitain 
the  amount  of  money  which  would  be  iequired  to 
peif oim  the  work,  before  going  to  the  City  Council 
for  authority  to  contiact.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  committee  have  not  considered  it 
proper  to  open  the  bids  until  the  question  raised 
by  the  remonsoiants  has  been  settled. 

Upo.i  the  removal  of  the  iron  fence,  in  1873,  the 
sidewalk  was  taken  up  and  tbe  eurhstone  set 
b?ck  on  fhe  lme  <vhieu  the  fence  had  formerly 
occupied.  The  root*  of  elm  trees  rct  very  near 
the  surface  of  the  giound,  and  in  jlacngthe 
curb  in  its  present  position  it  is  piobible  that 
the  pimcipal  loots  extending  beyoad  the  inner 
face  of  the  curb  were  cut  off.  The  curb  which 
was  proposed  by  the  City  Engineer  was  to  be  lo- 
cated on  the  same  line,  but,  being  heavier,  was 
sec  a  few  inches-  deeper  and  extended  eight  inches 
neare.  the  outer  iow  of  trees. 

Aft«-r  hearing  the  statements  of  those  who  rep- 
resented the  remon=crants,  the  committee  in- 
structed the  Eugi.eer  to  prepare  plans  for  a  curb 
to  rest  on  posts  estnbli'hed  as  i.early  as  possible 
in  the  holes  formerly  occupied  by  the  fence  posts. 
In  carrying  out  tbe  instructions  of  the  committee, 
the  Engineer  finds  that  there  are  practical  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  ol  establishing  such  a  curb, 
that  nothing  will  be  gained  so  far  as  the  reser- 
vation of  the  trees  is  concerned,  and  that  the  ex- 
pense will  be  considerably  increased. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  tbat  it 
would  be  expedient  to  establish  a  curb  in  accord- 
ance witQ  the  plan  originally  prepare  t  by  the 
City  Engineer,  and  they  would  respectfully  rec- 
otnmtal  the  passs.gs  of  the  accompanying  order. 
John  T.  Clark. 
James  Power. 

SAMUEL  M.  QlTINCY. 

George  A.  bHAw. 
M.  D.  Collins. 
Curtis  Guild. 
Pierpont  Edwards. 
a.lbus  r.  cushing. 

Committee. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the 
construction  of  a  granite  curb  on  the  wes.eriy 
line  of  Tiemont  street,  between  Park  street  anil 
Bo/lston  street,  in  accordance  with  plans  and 
specifications  prepared  bv  the  City  E  gineer ;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  al- 
ready made  therefor. 

Laid  on  tbe  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of 
Ward  16—21  for,  15  against— after  an  explanation 
by  Mr.  Shaw  of  the  substance  of  the  report,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

high  service. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  oo  Water,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  Older  relatiug  to  the  high 
service  m  a  new  drait.  as  follows: 

OrJered,  Tbat  the  Cochituare  Water  Board  be 
requested  to  consider  and  report  to  ttre  City 
Council  what  changes  are  necessaiy  in  the  sys- 
tem of  high-service  works  to  meet  the  present 
and  prospective  wants  of  those  dependent  upon 
that  service  for  a  water  supply  ;  aod  also  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  subject  of  laying  a  new 
main  from  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir. 

The  order  was  passed  and  sent  up. 

international  typographical  union. 

Mr.  Burditt,  for  ihe  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  leferred  the  petition 
from  the  Boston  Typographical  Union,  No.  13,  and 
others,  for  the  use  of  the  Council  chamber  for  the 
sessions  of  the  International  Typographical 
Union,  submitted  a  report  that  it  is  expedient  to 
grant  the  request,  and  they  recommend  the  pass- 
age of  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  the  use  of  the  Common  Council 
chamber,  City  Hall,  be  grauted  the  Boston  Typo- 
graphical Union  from  June  7  to  the  11th,  in  order 
that  the  sessions  of  the  International  Typographi- 
cal Convention,  which  convenes  in  Boston,  June 
7,  may  be  therein  held. 


Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  dissented  from  the  re- 
poit,  £nd  objected  to  granting  the  peimit,  as  it 
nn>ht  establish  a  bad  precedent. 

Mi.  Morn  ,oo  of  Ward  9  thought  that  as  it  was 
granted  some  fifteen  ye?rs  aeo  they  had  a  lign:. 
to  expect  it. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  hoped  some  good  reason 
would  be  giveo  for  granting  the  permit. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  order  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  advocated  the  granting  of 
therequest  of  these  representatives  of  the  art 
preservative  of  all  aits ;  he  knew  it  would  be 
pioperly  cpfreciated.  The  previous  peimit  had 
uot  established  a  precedent,  and  he  felt  that  this 
would  not. 

Mr.  Howes  said  there  seemed  to  be  a  general 
opinion  that  every  one  connected  with  newspa- 
pers were  entitled  to  free  passes  to  theatres  and 
on  railroads,  and  various  other  means  of  getting 
through  the  «  orld  cheaply.  This  idea  was  repudi- 
ated by  all  tue  journalists,  f.nd  for  that  reason 
he  opposed  the  order. 

'  Mr.  Guild  held  the  same  view  as  to  the  position 
of  journalists  that  Mr.  Howes  did,  who  nao  so  re- 
cently left  the  press  for,  it  was  to  ce  hoped,  a  more 
remunerative  business.  The  petitioners  *, ere  not 
journalists,  but  pi  inters,  who  have  to  set  up  the 
manusciipt  of  journalists,  if  they  can  make  it 
out.  They  were  uot  men  of  means,  and  the  use  of 
the  hall  would  be  aporeciated  by  the  representa- 
tives of  ihe  craft,  whom  he  felt  assured  would  be 
bound  bv  any  regulations  prescribed  in  its  use  and 
return  it  in  good  condition.  1 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  opposed  the  order  on  the 
ground  of  establishing  a  bad  prececent.  There 
are  plenty  of  hall",  which  could  be  procured,  and 
which  are  more  convenient  than  this. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  the 
names  of  the  oetitioueis  were  read. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wart)  5  explained  that  he  should 
vote  against  the  cider,  thinking  the  ptecedeut  a 
bad  one  to  establish.  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  con- 
curred in  this  opinion. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost—  yeas  23. 
nays  26 

Yeas — Messrs.  Beal,  Crocker,  dishing,  Day,  Ed- 
wards, Goldthwait,  Harmon,  Hick*.  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Leijhton,  Long, 
Loring,  Pagf .  Peabody.  Shaw,  -praaue,  Sweetser, 
Thacher.  Wads*orth,  Woods— 23. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Bracken, 
Burditt,  Cawlev.  Clarke, Coyle.CushmaD.Duggan, 
Fitzgerald,  Flynn,  Guild,  Kioibail,  Lappen,  Mor- 
rison, Murray,  Pierce,  Bice,  Train,  Waibridge, 
Whitcom'o,  Wuitmore,  Wilour.  Willcutt,  \\  ilson — 
26. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading — 25 
yeas,  25  nays,  as  follow* : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson.  Barry,  Bent,  Biackett, 
Cawlev,  Clarke,  Coyle,  Cusbman,  Duggan.  Fitz- 
geiald,  Flynn,  Guild,  Harrigan,  Lappen.  Morri- 
son, Murray,  Pierce,  Rice,  Train.  Waibridge, 
Wbitcouab,  Wbitm  re,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wilson— 
25. 

Navs— Messrs.  Beal.  Burditt,  Crocker.  Cusbing, 
Damon,  Day,  Edwards,  Haimon,  Hicks,  Howes, 
Jaques.  Kimball,  Kingsbt.rv,  Kiogsby,  Leighton, 
Long.  Loring,  Pasre,  Peabody,  Shaw,  Sptague, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Wadsworth,  Wooes — 25. 

FANEUIL   HALL. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 
Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  autboiized  to  strengthen  the  floois  and 
roof  of  Faneul  Hall  buildiug  [recommended  m 
th<i  Mayor's  communication  to  tbe  City  Council, 
with  a  report  of  the  examination  of  the'  same  by 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings]  at  ix  estimpt  d  cost  of 
$2500,  the  work  on  said  building  to  be  psrforiied 
by  contract,  or  otherwise,  as  the  ■'~0Tniuittej  on 
Public  Buildings  u.ay  deem  expedient;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  tor  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 
Ordeied  to  a  second  reading. 

COMINS'S  PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  offeied  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authoiized  to  erect  an  addition  to  primary 
schoolhouse,  Francis  street.  Comins  District,  as 
per  request  of  tbe  Commit  ee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, in  order  to  accommodate  foui  additional 
classes  at  an  esriniated  cost  of  $20,000:  tbe  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already  pro- 
vided for  tbe  enlargement  of  the  Francis-street 
Schoolhouse. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 
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PERMITS  FOR  BURIALS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,  with  such  as  the 

Board  of  Alderman  may  join,  be  a  special  com- 
mittee to  examine  and  report  what  actioD,  if  any, 
is  needed  in  defining  the  respective  duties  of  the 
City  Registrar  and  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  there  was  an  ap- 
parent conflict  of  authority  between  the  City 
Registrar  and  the  Board  of  Health,  in  the  matter 
of  issuing  burial  permits.  There  being  no  com- 
mittee on  the  City  Registrar's]  Department  to 
whom  the  subject  could  be  referred  in  connection 
with  the  Health  Committee,  be  had  provided  for 
the  raising  of  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  thought  it  too  important 
matter  to  be  acted  on  with  scarcely  a  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain 
if  any  changes  were  called  for  in  the  existing 
ordinances. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  thought  the  Committee 
on  Health  would  be  the  proper  reference,  and  he 
moved  to  substitute  that  for  the  special  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  present  state  of  affaiis 
was  scandalous.  Two  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  apparently  in  conflict.  He  thought  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  labored  under  a  misap- 
prehension as  to  the  iDtention  of  the  order.  It 
was  nothing  connected  with  the  old  fight  in  the 
Committee  on   the   New  Charter   regardin™  the 


placing  of  the  City  Registrar  in  charge  of  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Crocker  said  he  had  no  such  thought,  and 
hoped  it  would  go  to  the  regular  standing  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Kimball  suggested  that  as  the  question  in- 
volved was  a  legal  one,  it  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  who  could  ascertain  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  legal  question  had  been 
referred  to  the  City  Solicitor  all eady,  wh"  would 
decide  todav.  He  doubted  if  the  order  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Health  is  strictly  in  accordance  with 
law,  and  he  knew  there  is  some  clashing  on  ac- 
couut  of  the  ordinance  passed  two  years  ago. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1,  the  «rder  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

INSPECTION  OF  LIGHTERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball,  the  ordinance  to 
amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  weighing  and 
inspecting  boats  and  lighters  (City  Doc.  No.  55), 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  passed,  after  brief 
explanations  by  Mr.  Kimball  and  Mr.  Shaw. 

Sent  up. 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Long  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order  for  a  joint 
special  committee  to  nominate  an  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts. Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Messrs.  Long 
of  Ward  8,  Day  of  Ward  1,  and  Wadsworth  of 
Ward  4  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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BOARD       OE       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    8,    1875. 


Special  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  his  honor 
the  Mayor  in  the  chair. 

THE  SAVIN  HILL  MURDER. 

The  Mayor  stated  that  the  meeting  had  been 
called  to  consider  the  expediency  of  offering  a  re- 
ward for  the  apprehension  of  a  person  who  is 
known  by  the  officers  to  have  been  connected 
with  the  recent  murder. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  offer  a  reward  of  $500  for  information 
which  shall  lead  to  the  arrest  of  John  Dennehy, 
the  supposed  murderer  of  Mary  Dennehy,  who  was 
killed  on  tne  8th  day  of  April  last,  near  Savin 
Hill,  in  this  city. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

POLICE  APPOINTMENTS  CONFIRMED. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  recommending  the  confir- 
mation of  the  following  executive  appointments 
of  police  officers : 

CornePusF.  Hogan,  William  H.  Clegg,  Charles 
W.  Boyer,  Thomas  B.  Clark,  William  O.  Llbby, 
Charles  Gillett,  J.  Henry  Gray,  James  R.  Glass, 
Edwin  Lougee,  Calvin  S.  Robinson,  James  P. 
Cunningham,  George  L.  Copeland,  Amos  H.  Esta- 
brook,  James  J.  Nott,  Roscoe  D.  Brown,  Richard 
L.  Thayer,  Henry  L.  Robinson,  William  P.  Perry, 
A.  Judson  Morton,  George  W.  Cutter,  Daniel  H. 
Bridgham,  Ambrose  H.  Abbott,  Charles  W. 
Glynn,  Reuben  Marsh,  Daniel  B.  Alley,  John 
H.  Moulton,  Jeremiah  J.  Downey,  John  M. 
Finn,  John  H.  Connor,  William  D.  Maho- 
ney,  Jeremiah  Loney,  James  F.  Hogan,  Thom- 
as Kivlan,  Michael  Dempsey,  Daniel  A.  Cronin. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  nominations 
were  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


MAY    10,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Aldeiman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawu  for  the  April 
term  of  the  Superior  Court  (Second  Session). 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Police  Officer— George  O.  Richardson. 

Sergeant  of  Police— Charles  L.  Merrill  (promo- 
tion). 

Weigher  of  Coal — James  Tobin. 

Special  Police  Officers — William  O.  Proctor, 
Bunker  Hill  Baptist  Church  ;  John  D.  Pierce,  Jr., 
Webster  Hall,  Roxbury ;  George  W.  Randall,West 
street  and  the  vicinity;  Jacob  Todd,  Columbia 
street  and  the  vicinity,  Ward  16;  John  D.  Haines, 
Davis  S.  Haines,  Stephen  D.  Lake,  Henry  G.  Phil- 
lips, Henry  D.Lampman,  Joseph  A.  Elms,  Dis- 
trict Telegraph  Company;  Henry  Packard,  Wash- 
ington Village  and  the  vicinity ;  M.  Shepard 
Bwles,  Spring  street,  West  Roxbury;  Frank  G. 
Martin,  at  J.  E.  Maynard's  stable, Bowdoin  square ; 
Thomas  P.  Bagley,  in  connection  with  his  duties 
as  Fire  Marshal  for  the  Underwriters. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

The  orders  of  notice  in  relation  to  proposed 
sewers  in  Alaska,  Cheiry  and  Commercial  streets 
were  severally  considered.  In  relation  to  the 
Centre-street  sewer,  Mr.  Shaunessey  appeared  for 
his  father  and  several  other  citizens,  who  had 
sufficient  drainage  on  a  street  in  the  rear  and  ob- 
jected to  this  one.  To  Alderman  Harris  he  said 
the  sewer  referred  to  had  been  accepted  by  the 
city.  Mr.  Whalen  expressed  the  same  view,  his 
land  draining  into  the  new  sewer  through  Mr. 
Gray's  land. 

The  petitions  were  severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  P.  T.  Barnum,  for 
permission  to  have  procession  of  Hippodrome 
through  certain  streets,  May  17. 


To  the  Committee  of  Sewers.  Thomas  W.  Tuttle 
et.  al.,  for  sewers  in  Stoughton,  Hamlet  and  other 
streets  in  Ward  16. 

Davis  H.  Blaney  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Meridian 
street,  from  White  to  Eagle  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  the 
Inspection  of  Buildings.  Fitohburg  Railroad 
Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
bridge  over  Charles  River,  Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Johnson  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  brick  stable  for  forty  horses  on  East  Third 
street,  corner  of  H. 

J.  B.  Sanford,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  four  horses  on  Highland,  near  Centre 
street. 

George  Shellhammer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Rogers  street, 
No.  42. 

Jerry  Murphy,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Everett  street,  near 
Orleans  stieet. 

Norcross  &  Myrick,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  four  horses  on  Myrtle  street,  in 
rear,  near  Centre  street,  Ward  17. 

Michael  Cummings,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  ten  horses  on  corner  Tremont 
street  and  Pond  avenue,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.  W.  A.  &  A.  S.  Cowles  et  al.  that  the 
citj  of  Boston  pay  a  portion  of  expense  of  sprin- 
kling streets  around  Sullivan  square,  Ward  22. 

John  P.  Barnard  et  al.  that  the  city  of  Boston 
pay  a  portion  of  expense  of  sprinkling  streets 
around  Winthrop  square,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  E.  Woodward 
et  al.,  for  lamps  in  Langdon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Charles  G.  Bird, 
Jr  ,  that  a  passageway  leading  from  Dale  street 
near  the  Lewis  Schoolbouse  be  called  "Maple 
Park." 

M.  S.  H.  Skilton  et  al.,  that  Richmond  street, 
Ward  20,  be  paved. 

Amos  Cutter,  for  the  grade  of  North  Beacon 
street,  between  Lucas  aad  Market  streets. 

William  L.  Burt,  for  leave  to  place  two  lamp 
posts  in  sidewals  of  Devonshire  street,  at  Post 
Office. 

William  O.  Noble,  for  edgstones  at  Boylston 
street,  Ward  17. 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  that  Wyman 
street,  Ward  15,  be  graded. 

Moses  A.  Dow  et  al.,  that  the  city  pay  a  portion 
of  the  expense  of  surinkliug  City  square,  Charles- 
town. 

Daniel  C.  Rogers  etal.,  for  a  plank  walk  on  I 
street,  from  Fourth  to  Fifth  street. 

Thomas  Bancroft  et  al.,  for  a  retaining  wall  at 
end  of  Green wicu  park. 

Barnstable  Savings  Bank,  for  edgestones  at  119 
Ruggles  street. 

James  D.  Thomas  for  edgestones  on  Vinton 
street. 

Thomas  Scaiilan,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk 41  Third  street. 

E.  S.  Johnson,  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk 
ou  Savin  Hill  avenue. 

Charles  A.  Green,  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk on  Savin  Hill  avenue. 

M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  rear  271  Havre  street  to  Church 
street,  Ward  1. 

M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  for  leive  to  move  a  wooden 
buildins  from  Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  to  Bart- 
lett  place,  Ward  13. 

James  Smith  et  a?.,  that  Meridian  street,  from 
Lexington  to  Eustis  street,  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks. 

David  H.  Blaney,  for  the  removal  of  the  street 
railway  tracks  from  M-ridian  street,  from  White 
street  to  Chelsea  Bridge. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  in  relation  to 
weighiue  and  inspection  of  Lisrhters.  (City  Doc. 
No.  55.)  Laid  on  the  table  ou  motion  of  Alder- 
Bur  rage,  who  said  that  the  matter  required  look- 
ing into. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  committee  (Messrs. 
Long,  Day  and  Wadsworth  to  be  joined)  to  nom- 
inate an  Auditor  of  Accounts.  Aldermen  Power 
and  Stebbins  joined  to  the  committee.    Passed. 

An  order  for  such  an  amendment  to  the  city 
ordinance  as  to  provide  for  a  paid  board  of  three 
persons  to  take  charge  of  uew  water  works  came 
down  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Water.  The 
Board  concurred. 
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Report  and  order  for  Cochituate  Water  Board 
to  report  what  changes  are  necessary  in  the  high- 
service  system;  and  also  on  subject  of  anew 
main  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir.     Order  passed. 

Petition  of  .John  Mcliarron,f»r  the  refunding  of 
taxes  erroneously  assessed  in  1868-73.  Referred 
in  coocuirence. 

The  petiiion  of  P.  H.  Field,  Jr.,  et  al.  for  side- 
walk on  Washington  street,  Ward  16,  caint  uu  re- 
lerred  to  Committee  on  Streets.  The  Board  non- 
concurred  and  referred  the  petition  to  i  tin  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

Ameuded  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Boston 
Water  Board.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY   OFFICERS. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Apiil  30.  Receipts  tor  the  quarter,  $73,465.83; 
payments,  $76,109.47;  cash  balance,  $907.87.  Sent 
down. 

City  Registrar.  Report  for  quarter  ending  April 
30.  Receipts  for  certificates  of  intentions  of  mar- 
riage, $414.    Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  April.  Total  number  of  flies,  43;  contioed  to 
o:.e  building,  42;  extended  to  other  buildings,  1. 
Estimated  los-*  on  buildings,  on  $23,781 ;  on  stock, 
$77,582;  full  ins  urauce  on  buildings,  $179,475 ;  on 
stock,  $331,050.    Sent  down. 

ATLANTIC  AVENUE    LOAN. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  587] : 

The  Committee  on  Streets  respectfully  report 
that  an  additional  sum  of  $30,000  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  laying  out  of  Atlanric  avenue 
from  Broad  street  to  Commercial  srreet,  for  the 
payment  of  1-ind  damages  yet  unsettled.  The 
loans  authorized  for  the  pro  ecutiOn  of  this  im- 
provement amount  to  $1,600,000,  and  the  expendi- 
tures against  them  have  to  this  time  reached  an 
aggregate  of  $1,503,505,  leaving  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $96,494.18.  The  grading  and  paving  of 
the  street  and  the  settlement  of  all  grade  damages 
having  be  n  accomplished,  there  yet  remains  no 
be  chaiged  to  the  appropriation  certain  land 
damages  which  the  committee  believe  will  amount 
to  $125,000— an  excess  of  about  $30,000  over  the 
balance  unexpended  from  the  amount  already 
raised.  Respectfully  submitted, 
John  T.  Clark. 
Thomas  B.  Harris. 
Roland  Worthington. 

Committee  on  Streets. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 
orders  to  pay  for  land  damages. 

Aldeiman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to  pay 
lor  land  damages  a-  follows: 

Orders  to  pay  for  wide  .ing  Shawmuc  avenue — 
William  and  Augustus  Bacon,  $3052;  proprietors 
of  German  Methodist  Church  on  Shawmut  ave- 
nue, $402.    Sevei  ally  read  once. 

Older  to  pay  Osborn  B.  Hall,  trustee,  $88.70  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  Mary  A.  Chase,  for  laying 
out  ana  widening  Charles"  street,  in  Ward  16. 
Reaa  twice  aud  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  George  W.  Mann  $1167.75  for  land 
taken  in  name  of  George  Mann  in  extension 
of  Corey  street,  to  Park  street,  Ward  17.  Read 
oDce. 

Order  to  pay  Ebenezer  P.  Robinson  $300,  widen- 
ing of  Hanover  aveuue.    Read   twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  heirs  of  Daniel  Dowd  $2757.80,  for 
extension  of  Eustis  stteet  to  Magazine  street,  and 
by  the  widening  of  Magazine  street  by  taking  358 
square  feet  of  land  from  estate  of  theirs  on  said 
stteet  by  an  order  of  Nov.  22,  1873;  and  an 
Older  lescinding  the  order  of  April  27, 1874,  to  pay 
the  said  heirs  $3400.50.    Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  proprietors  of  India  wharf  $112,166, 
for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the 
laving  out  of  Atlantic  avenue,  and  inc'udirg  in- 
terest oo  said  damages,  by  &  resolve  ana  order  of 
this  Board  passed  Dec.  18, 1868,  upon  their  giving 
a  deed  or  release  tor  the  same  and  an  acquittance, 
etc.,  and  paying  the  claim  the  city  has  ap  ainst 
said  wharf  for  filling  docks  and  building  sewers, 
with  interest  from  the  date  of  said  fillings  to  the 
payment  of  this  order;  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  laying  out  Atlantic  avenue.  Read 
once. 

Orders  to  pay  for  Northampton-street  district 
land  damages— Charles  Davis,  $1354.50,  laying  out 
and  widening  of  Hunneman  street ;  Moses  Colby, 
$6632,  laying  out  Thorodike  street.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 


SEWERS, 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Centre 
street,  between  Heath  and  Amory  streets;  in 
Amory  street;  through  private  land  east  of  the 
Bostou  &  Providence  Railroad,  to  Boylston  street; 
in  Boylston  street,  between  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad  and  Boylston  avenue,  and  in  Boyl- 
ston avenue.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Wednesday 
of  next  week,  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  on  expedien- 
cy of  constructing  sewers  as  follows :  In  Dorches- 
ter avenue,  between  Commercial  street  and  Cres- 
cent avenue;  and  in  Highland  street,  between 
Marcella  street  aud  Fott  avenue. 

Severally  passed. 

THE   FINANCE  DEPARTMENT, 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 
Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  examine  the  ordinance  in  /elation  to 
the  finances  of  the  city,  and  report  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  whar,  amendments  are  necessary  in 
view  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment consequent  upon  the  establishment  of 
the  Collector's  office. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SIGNS  TO   BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  followingfrom 
the  Committee  on  Police : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  the  several  persons  named  in  tue  accompa- 
nying communication  from  the  Chief  of  Police, 
dated  the  8tli  day  of  Ms.y,  A.  D.  1875,  who 
have  h'ing,  affixed,  erected  or  fastened,  signs, 
showbills  or  showboards  of  any  description  what- 
ever, which  project  more  tuan  one  foot  into 
or  over  Bowdoin  square,  Court  street,  Scol- 
lay  square,  Tremont  row  and  Tretno.ft  street 
from  ScolUy  square  to  Pynchon  street,  to  re- 
move the  same  forthwith;  and  in  ca^e  the  said 
persons,  or  any  of  them,  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do 
within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  iliis  order, 
the  Chief  cf  Police  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause 
complaints  to  be  made  as  provided  in  the  twenty- 
third  section  or  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
streets,  passed  the  29th  of  October,  A.  D.  1869. 
[Appended  to  th6  order  is  a  list  of  the  several 
hundred  persons  included.] 

Read  twice  and  pissed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  ou  the  part  of  the  Boaid,  submitted  re- 
ports in  favor  of  granting  the  following  petitions 
for  permits  for  stables:  Johu  Conway,  172  Pynchon 
street;  F.  O.  &  J.  T.  Reeo,  corner  Canal  and 
Eden  streets,  Ward  22;  Edward  Lynch,  Norfolk 
street,  near  Oapen,  Ward  16;  Samuel  J.  Bradlee 
(for  leave  to  place  a  horse  in  building),  250  Dudley 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committe  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— C.  H.  Daigneau, 
to  exhibit  museum  of  curiosities  in  Charlestown, 
Ma.?  11  to  July  1 ;  George  Carruthers,  to  exhibit 
natural  curiosities  at  39  Sudbury  street ;  Boston 
Base  Ball  Association,  to  exhibit  games  of  ball  at 
their  grounds  on  Franklin  place ;  Eliot  Dramatic 
Association,  to  give  exhibition,  June  17,  at  1179 
Washington  street;  Howe  &  Cushing,to  exhibit 
circus,  May  14  and  15. 

Billiard  Licenses  Refused— M.  J.  Hanscom,  33% 
Howard  street;  Maria  Williams,  339  Broadway. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Charles  Newman,  6 
Canal  street;  H.  D.  Parker  &  Co.,  Parker  House; 
Alexander  Clougn,  corner  of  Centre  and  Bur- 
roughs streets,  Ward  17;  James  W.  Walsh,  532 
Main  street,  Ward  22. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— B.  Brande,  57  Meridian 
street,  E»st  Boston ;  Edward  O'Brien,  161  and  165 
Eliot  street;  J.  E.  Warner,  16  Union  street; 
George  R.  Sneaden,  857  Washington  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — G.  A,  Colman,  to  run 
a  wagon  from  Tremont  row  to  Barnum's  Hippo- 
drome; G.  W.  Kezer,  91  Kilby  street;  John  F. 
Brabston,  express;  John  Tevlin,  508  Medford 
street;  Thomas  R.  Palmer,  25  Ben  net  street;  W. 
E.  Stewari,  express;  Norman  A.  Smith,  557  Main 
street;  J.  W.  Drury,  to  run  vehicles  from  Wash- 
ington street  through  Dedham  and  other  streets 
to  Barnum's  Hippodrome;  Fred  L.  Smith,  to  run 
a  passenger  wagon  from  East  Boston  to  Barnum's 
Hippodrome. 
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Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed— John 
E.  Adler,  34  Hampshire  street ;  Joseph  Cdllinson, 
214  Albany  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  lhat  the  license  heietofore  granted  to 
Hiram  Knight  to  deal  in  second-hand  article?  at 
121  Merrim<c  street  bs  and  is  hereby  revoked 
for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

POLICE    STATION  EIGHT. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  representing  that  owinei  to 
the  flooding  of  the  cellar  by  tide  water  of  Police 
Station  8,  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  that  build- 
ing at  an  estimated  excense  of  $10,000,  and  they 
recommend  that  that  sum  be  transferred  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  for  that  purpose.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
reeomrneodiog  that  leave  be  granted  Charles  S. 
Reinhard  to  cut  down  two  tree*  on  Bowdoin 
street,  Ward  16,  at  bis  own  expense.    Accepted. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Powei  submitted"  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  f  500,  in  addition  to  the  sum  hereto- 
fore appropriated,  in  purchasing  trees  and  shrubs ; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropiiation  for 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and  ■ 
Public  Giotmds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $100,  for  tools  and  repairs  on  the 
same;  said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  the  amount 
heretofore  appropriated,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Severally  sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  f  rllows : 

Report,  recommending  that  leave  be  granted  A. 
D.  Webber  to  construct  a  surface-water  drain  on 
Chester  squae,  at  bis  own  expense.    Accepted. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  per- 
mits to  move  wooden  bu  ddings,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, to  M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  from  77  Prescott  street 
to  Chelsea  street,  Ward  1;  John  Ca-vanagh,  fiom 
Walnut  street  to  Neponset  avenue;  M.  Drinan  & 
Co.,  from  118  Foundry  street  to  21  West  Fourth 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  severally  recommending  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  John  R.  Wolston  et  al.,  that 
Chelsea  street,  Charlestovvn,  be  paved  »ith  gran- 
ite blocks;  Sarah  F.  Lang,  to  be  paid  for  damages 
by  surface  water  to  estare  265  E  street;  Edwin  P. 
Seaver,  that  a  portion  of  South  stieet  be  paved 
with  wood  near  the  Bowditcb  School.  Severally 
accepred. 

Order  of  notice  for  a  hearrasr  on  Monday,  May 
31,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Middlesex 
Railroad  for  extension  of  locations  in  Charles- 
town.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  th.3  abutters  on 
First  street  South  Boston,  to  water  said  street 
from  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  to 
E  stieet  with  salt  water,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
seiviug  the  roadway  of  said  street;  the  expense 
thereof,  not  exceeding  $165,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  on^e. 

Also  orders  for  the  sprinkling  of  streets  on  the 
same  conditions  as  above  stated,  as  follows:  Wai- 
ren  street,  Roxbuiy,  from  Dudley  street  to  Grove 
Hall,  at  not  exceeding  $1000;  Blue  Hill  avenue 
from  Dudley  street  to  Clifford  street,  $200.  Sev- 
erally read  once. 

Order  to  pay  Michael  Flusk  $100,  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Do:chestei  avenue,  near  Fields'  Corner. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  fur- 
nish and  set  the  edgestones.  pave  the  gutters  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  of  Filth  street, 
between  P  and  Q  streets;  to  furnish  and 
set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  of  Thoniss  and  Brewer 
streets,  Ward  17;   to  furnish   and  set  the  edge- 


stones and  pave  the  sidewaiks  on  Athens  street, 
between  A  and  B  streets ;  also  to  pave  the  roadway 
of  said  Athens  street  with  burnettized  spruce 
blocks  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4000;  to  furnish 
and  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and  mac- 
adamize the  roadway  of  Seavetns  avenue,  be- 
tween Centre  and  Elm  streets,  Ward  17;  to  fur- 
nish and  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  ot  Eliot  street,  between 
Pond  and  Centre  streets.  Ward  7.  Severally  read 
once. 

Orders  for  the  Saoerintenrtent  of  Streets  to  lay 
brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  Charl»s  H. 
Bacon,  486  to  498  Harrison  avenue;  to  lay  brick 
sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  William  G.  Doe,  711 
and  713  Fourth  stieet;  to  lay  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estate  of  John  Conley,  59  Bartlett  street. 
Roxbury ;  to  lav  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate 
of  David  Beam,  258  West  Third  stre-t ;  to  lay  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  the  tsta.e  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Brighton,  on  Chestnut-hill  avenue ;  to  set 
edgestones  in  front  t  estate  of  Georere  F.  Wood- 
man, on  Greeuough  avenue,  corner  of  Elm  street, 
Ward  17;  to  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of 
Robert  McMurtry,  on  Bcacou  street,  Brightou; 
and  to  report  schedules  ot  the  expense  thereof  to 
this  Board.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  owners  and  abutters  to  re- 
move obstructions  from  Seaverns  avenue.  Ward 
17,  within  ten  days,  and  in  default  of  the  same  tor 
the  Superintendent  of  Stteets  to  remove  the  same. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Companyand  other  abutters, 
to  water  Park  square  and  Columbus  avenue,  be- 
tween Park  square  and  Berkeley  street,  with  salt 
water ;  the  expense  thereof  to  the  city,  not  to  ex- 
ceed $65  per  mouth,  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation tor  Paving. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  how  far  the  city  was  li- 
able in  this  order,  and  Alderman  Power  replied 
that  it  was  liable  only  for  the  amount  named  in 
the  older,  which  is  about  one-thud  the  cost.  The 
same  thing  had  been  done  last  yeai ;  it  is  a  great 
thoroughfare,  and  the  Mayor  thought  the  city 
should  pay  the  whole  expense  ratfier  tkaa  not 
have  it  watered  at  all. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  S'ini  of  $19.70,  assessed  on  Thomas  Lillis 
for  edgestones  and  sidewalks  at  153  Bowen  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedule  of  the  expense  $(570.23) of  setting  edge- 
stones on  Neponset  avenue,  between  Adams  and 
Mill  streets,  and  an  oider  for  the  proportionate 
assessment  and  collection  of  the  sane.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

PROBATE  OFFICE. 

Aldet man  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts,  on  request  of  the 
Register  of  Prouate,*  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  thsre  be  allowed  and  paid  to  P. 
R.  Guiney,  Register  of  Probate,  the  sum  of  $139. 
on  accouut  of  expe  ses  incurred  by  biai  for  extra 
clerical  services  in  the'Probate  Office;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Couutv  of 
Suffolk.    Rsad  o.  ce. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  retort  fmm  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  recommend  g  the 
granting  of  the  use  of  said  hall  to  the  A.ncient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  on  June  7th.    Accepted. 

BRIGHTON  MUNICIPAL  COURT. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Buildings,  outue  ordei  rel- 
ative to  providing  water  closet  and  urinal  for  the 
Municipal  Cocrt  in  Brighton,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  Following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commirtee  on  County  Build- 
ing-- be  authorized  to  provide  a  water  closet  and 
unnal  for  the  building  occupied  by  the  Municipal 
Court,  Brighton  District,  together  with  the  requi- 
site cesspool  and  drains,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
the  su  u  of  $1000;  the  expense  to  be  chatged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  once. 

On  mot  oa  of  Alderman  BigelOT.  it  was  ordered 
that  the  regular  meeting  next  week  be  held  on 
Wednesdav.  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthingtou.  the  Board 
adjourned  and  stood  uljourued  to  tomorrow 
evening  at  7%  o'clock,  to  go  into  convention  with 
the  School  Committee. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    11,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  V/2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

Tbe  Board  held  a  convention  with  the  School 
Committee,  after  which  the  following  business 
was  transacted: 

PETITION    BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  'Wellington  A. 
Hunnewell,  et  aZ.,  that  Charles  River  avenue  he 
paved  with  block  pavings  from  the  bridge  to  City 
square. 

SEWEE  IN  OBCHABD  STEEET. 

Alderman  Harris,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  a  report  with  an  order  of  notice  of  hear- 
ing on  "Wednesday,  19tb  instant,  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  common 
sewer  in  Orchard  street  and  Orchard  park,  be- 
tween Eustis  and  Adams  streets  and  Chadwick 
street.    Order  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Barrage,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  Slay 
19,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MAY    13,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in 
the  ehair. 

PAPEBS     FEOM    THE    BOABD     OF    ALDEBJEEN    FOE 
CONCTJBBENCE. 

Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  April,  quarterly 
reports  of  City  Registrar  and  City  Clerk.  Severally 
placed  on  file. 

Request  for  appropriation  for  raising  of  Police 
Station  8;  and  communication  of  Chief  of  Police 
in  reference  to  police  charitable  fund.  Severally 
referred. 

A  report  and  order  to  take  certain  lands  on 
Northampton-street  district  came  down  recom- 
mitted.   Concurred. 

The  following  petitions  were  referred  in  con- 
currence: Fitchburg  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  bridge  over  Charles 
River,  Ward  20;  W.  A.  &  A.  S.  Cowles  etal., 
that  the  city  of  Boston  pay  a  portion  of  ex- 
pense of  sprinkling  streets  around  Sullivan 
square,  Ward  22;  John  P.  Barnard  et  al.,  that  the 
city  of  Boston  pay  a  portion  of  expense  of  sprin- 
kling streets  around  Winthrop  square,  Charles- 
towu. 

Order  to  accept  the  "act  concerning  tbe  Treas- 
urer of  Boston,  and  to  establish  the  office  of  Col- 
lector of  Taxes  for  said  city."    Passed. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
meat  to  nominate  a  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Sir.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing "and  for  City  Treasurer,"  after  the  words 
"Collector  of  Taxes." 

Mr.  Peabodyof  Ward  9  thou-rht  there  was  such 
an  order  before  the  committee  now,  and  the 
amendment  was  hardly  necessary. 

Mr.  Flyon  thought  the  amendment  could  do  no 
harm,  even  if  such  an  order  was  before  toe  com- 
mittee. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.  Sent  up  for  concurrence  in 
the  amendment. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Salaries  to  fix  the  salary 
of  a  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  the  allowance  for 
clerk  hire  iu  bis  office,  and  in  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer.    Passed. 

Order  for  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  City 
Clerk  for  tbe  issue  and  record  ot  licenses  (under 
chapter  99,  acts  of  1875)  to  be  paid  into  the  Citv 
Treasury;  and  that  S1200  per  annum  be  allowed 
for  services  of  clerks  required  under  said  act. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  release  bond  of  Alex.  Dickson  as  Col- 
lector of  Taxes  for  West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Order  to  assess  and  chaige  according  to  annex- 
ed schedule  the  cost  of  raising  two  lots  of  land  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Reed  street,  as  therein  de- 
sciibed.  Read  twice  and  passed.  Subsequently, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  the  vote  was 


reconsidered  and  the  order  was  then  laid  en  the 
table. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  if 
any  amendments  ate  necessary  in  the  oidinance 
in  relation  to  the  finances  of  the  city,  in  view  of 
the  reorganization  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
Passed. 

Orders  for  an  additional  expenditure  of  S100  for 
tools  and  repairs  on  same,  for  Common,  etc.,  and 
for  an  additional  expenditure  of  .$500  for  trees 
and  shrubs  for  Common,  etc.  Severally  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  7500  square  feet  of 
land  adjoiuirg  Chapman  Scboolfcouse  yard,  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per  foot;  to  be 
charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  that 
purpose.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  an  addition  to  the 
Fiancis-street  Schoolhouse,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  S20,000.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  strengthen  the  flow  and  roof  of  Faneuil 
Hall  Building,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2500. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  appropriate  city's  share  of  revenue 
from  liquor  licenses,  after  paying  certain  ex- 
penses, to  the  reduction  of  the  city  debt.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

STBEET-SWEEPING  MACHINES. 

The  order  for  the  purchase  of  eight  street- 
sweeping  machines,  at  not  exceeding  S400  each, 
came  up  in  the  regular  order  under  unfinished 
business. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5  said  his  inquiry  as  to  the 
necessity  for  these  machines  had  not  been  an- 
swered, and  he  had  yet  to  hear  a  sound  argument 
in  favor  of  the  change.  He  believed  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  City  Government  to  employ  the  poor 
people  of  the  city  who  are  out  of  employ 
ment,  as  has  beec  tbe  practice  in  past 
years,  to  the  great  benefit  ot  the  people 
and  tbe  taxpayers,  for  the  taxpayers  are 
thereby  relieved  "of  the  support  of  those  who 
would  "otherwise  be  paupers.  He  believed  this 
purchase  wholly  unnecessary,  because  it  would 
take  away  labor  from  poor  people  wh"  deserve  it 
that  they  may  earn  a  support  for  their  families. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  did  not  propose  to  make 
a  lengthy  disquisition  upon  this  subject,  as  it  has 
been  sufficiently  elucidated  by  him.  By  purchas- 
ing these  machines,  the  committee  are  satisfied 
that  the  streets  will  be  better  swept,  at  a  less  ex- 
pense, than  now.  One  of  them  has  been  used  with 
good  results.  Either  he  or  the  committee  did  not 
wish  to  deprive  poor  people  of  labor;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5  might  as  well  argue  in  favor 
of  dispensing  with  the  carts  and  having  the  sweep- 
ings taken  off  in  baskets,  to  provide  laboi  for  poor 
people.  The  machines  had  been  carefully  exam- 
ined, and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committees  ot 
both  this  year  and  last  that  it  is  for  tbe  best  inter- 
est of  thecity  to  have  them. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  that  d:d  n't  satisfy  him,  and  he 
was  willing  to  admit  that  he  was  bard  to  satisfy 
upon  such  matters.  He  h;id  seen  tbe  official  re- 
port of  proceedings  in  the  other  branch,  where 
one  Alderman,  competent  to  judge,  had  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  8400  is  an 'extra  vasraut 
price  for  these  machines,  and  that  $300  is  enough 
for  them.  If  rbsy  are  to  enrich  a  patentee,  it  is 
time  the  taxpayers  kuew  it.  There  is  a  principle 
in  this  thing,  fie  went  to  the  extreme  in  public  im- 
provements :  but  this  will  deprive  pooi  men  of  labor. 
The  poor  man  who  pays  only  two  dollars  tax  is  en- 
titled to  the  Drofection  which  our  paternal  govern- 
ment gives  him,  as  much  as  tbe  rich:  aud  it.  by  tbe 
uurchase  of  these  machines,  one  poor  man  is  to  be 
depriveo  of  his  daily  bread  ,he  should  raisf  his  feeble 
voice  against.  He  wanted  to  see  the  b^ne  and 
smew  of  Che  city  employed  by  the  city  as  it  ought 
to  be.  Mr.  Shaw  alluded  to  his  efforts  last  year  to 
get  the  city  to  provide  labor  for  the  unemployed 
poor,  to  the  large  number  who  are  penniless  in  the 
city,  and  said  that  more  than  a  hundred  calls  li  d 
been  made  upon  him  for  assistance  withiu  the 
last  sixty  das s,  and  be  pleaded  for  them  iu  tbis 
emergenev.  Let  this  $3000  be  used  to  employ  tbe 
hundreds  of  laborers  hanging  about  City  Hall 
every  day,  and  not  be  pur  in  che  pockets  of  a  rich 
patentee.  It  is  a  duty  they  owe  to  the  people, 
and  as  such  he  advocated  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  honed  Mr.  Shaw  would  refer  those 
hundred  laborers  who  apply  to  him  for  assistance 
to  the  broad  fields  all  over' New  England,  which 
are  suffering  for  the  vei  v  labor  they  seem  to  need. 
He  happened  to  own  a  farm  in  the  country,  aud 
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knew  it  ras  impossible  to  get  laborer?  to  work  it. 
For  ten  years  Mr.  Korristall  has  been  devising 
ways  ami  means  to  (ret  up  a  (rood  street  sweeping 
machine  drawn  by  one  horse;  it  has  ac  last  been 
accomplished,  and  he  hoped  such  arguments  as 
are  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Waul  5  would 
not  be  allowed  to  block  the  wheels  of  progress  in 
this  direction. 

Mr.  Flyon  of  Ward  7  said  he  had  understood 
from  an  Alderman  thaf  the  machines  could  be 
procured  for  $300.  and  that  that  was  enough  to 
pay  for  tbem.  Another  question  was  that  the  city 
might  have  to  pay  a  royalty  to  theonginal  invent- 
or for  the  use  of  each  of  those  machines. 

Mr.  Perkin9  explained  the  nature  of  the  nego- 
tiations for  the  pui chase,  and  the  difference  be- 
tweeu  fhe  English  and  American  machines. 

Mr.  l"agi-  of  Ward  9  inquired  whether  the  only 
difference  between  the  English  and  American  ma- 
chine consisted  of  the  brush. 

Mr.  Perkins  could  not  exjdain  the  machine  in 
detail,  though  he  had  seen  it  work. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  the  order  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Sent 
up. 

NATIONAL  TYPOGRAPHICAL  UNION. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  the  last  meeting,  whereby  was  denied 
a  second  reading  the  order  to  grant  the  use  of  the 
Common  Council  chamber,  June  7-11,  to  the  Na- 
tional Typographical  Union. 

Mi.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  said  he  oppo-ed  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  at  the  last  meeting,  Relieving 
then,  as  row,  that  the  Common  Council  alone  has 
no  risrat  to  grant  the  use  of  the  chamber  to 
any  one  outside  of  its  own  members  or 
its  own  committees,  though  a  joint  order 
would  supersede  the  present  rule  which 
places  the  room  in  charge  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  and  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  Then,  too,  he  had  seated  that  it  was  a 
bad  precedent,  and  was  still  inclined  to  think  he 
was  right ;  but  he  had  since  been  informed  that 
the  room  had  neen  granted  some  year ;  ago  for 
this  same  purpose.  As  an  individual  he  had  uo 
objection  to  the  occupation  of  the  room  for  the 
purpose  named  and  at  the  time  stated,  because  he 
had  been  intoimeu  that  a  pait  aud  parcel  of  the 
meeting  is  to  consider  and  report  upon  matters 
somewhat  pertaining  to  the  Seventeenth  of  Juno. 
If  that  is  correct  it  is  an  additional  reason  why  he 
should  go  back  and  change  his  vote,  though  he 
did  not  say  he  would  do  so.  The  order  having 
beei  lost  by  a  tie  vote,  and  as  he  weld  like  to  do 
as  he  would  he  done  by  under  similar  circum- 
stances, he  should  favor  a  recon  lderation  and 
then  like  to  have  the  friends  of  theor.ier  state  the 
facts  of  the  case,  fie  had  no  pride  of  opinion  to 
maintain;  he  wanted  matters  explained — whether 
it  be  this,  or  the  use  of  sweeping  or  sewicg  ma- 
chines by  which  bread  and  butter  may  be  taken 
out  of  the  mouths  of  poor  men,  v/onieu  and  chil- 
dren; and  it  the  reasons  are  satisfactory  he  would 
he  happy  to  vote  to  give  the  room  to  the  honor- 
able organization. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  hoped  the  reconsidera- 
tion would  prevail.  It  seems  uncivil  to  reject  the 
application  for  the  use  of  this  room  to  a*i  intelli- 
gent body  composed  of  representatives  from  all 
parts  of  the  i  ountry.  The  precedent  had  already 
been  established. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  said  he  bad  the  honor  to 
present  and  advocate  the  petition  which  was 
sigied  by  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  by 
the  newspaper  publisrrers  and  by  every  reporter 
who  sitn  in  this  room.  It  is  for  the  Council 
to  sav  whether  they  will  grant  the  use  of  the 
chamber,  and  whether  it  is  legal  and  proper 
to  do  so.  Certainly,  if  it  is  granted,  it  would 
be  appreciated  by  a  very  worthy  body  of 
men,  who  are  iot  able  to  put  their  bauds  in  their 
pockets  to  a  great  extent  to  provide  accommoda- 
tions for  the  meeting.  As  it  had  neen  granted  to 
them  once  before,  they  had  good  reason  to  pre- 
sent their  petition  again.  Every  precaution  will 
be  taken  to  preserve  the  premises  mtact,  and  the 
meeting  will  be  governed  by  any  regulation  that 
the  City  Conncil  lays  down  for  them,  and  their 
sessions  will  interfere  in  no  way  with  the  trans- 
actions of  this  body. 

Mr.  Howe=  of  Ward  11  said  he  had  trusted  that 
the  matter  had  been  finally  settled  at  the  last 
ineettcg.  Ths  most  earnest  advocates  ot  the 
measure  must  admit  that  it  it  f ets  a  precedent  it 
is  a  bad  one;  that  being  the  case— the  Beecher 
trial  makes  lawyers  of  us  all,  now — the  burden  of 
proof  lies  with  those  who  tavor  the  change.    The 


argument  is  that  they  are  an  honest  class  of  peo- 
ple, icpresentatives  ot  the  art  preservative,  all  of 
which  is  true,  in  every  sense.  But  these  gentle- 
men do  not  come  hers  to  elevate  the  art — to  bring 
out  a  better  form  of  type-setting.  They  come 
merely  to  legislate  upon  the  matter  of  pay; 
whether  the  men  at  Washington  were  "cor- 
rect in  resisting  the  efforts  to  reduce  their 
wages,  and  whether  the  meD  in  Boston 
were  correct  in  consenting  to  receive  forty- 
five  cents  instead  of  fifty  cents  ner  thousand  ems. 
In  what  does  this  differ  from  the  'Longshoremen 
or  the  Crisp. as,  or  dozens  of  other  organizations 
that  might  be  named  ?  He  didn't  wish  to  cast 
reflection  upon  trade  organizations,  because  he 
heaitily  believed  in  them;  but  he  protested 
against  any  invidious  di  tiuction.  He  had  a  right 
to  speak  on  the  matter  because  he  was  by  educa- 
tion a  printer  and  had  strved  as  such.  If  this  is 
granted  he  did  cot  see  how  any  future  request 
could  be  refused.  The  gentleme.i  referred  to 
were  not  so  poor  but  that,  as  be  saw 
by  the  papers,  they  were  to  have  excuisions 
do«n  the  harbor;  if  they  were,  the  more 
acceptable  plan  would  be  to  start  a  subscription 
paper  to  help  them  hire  a  hall,  to  whicli  he  would 
he  happy  to  subscribe. 

Mr.  Mo  risou  of  Ward  9saM  the  members  ofrthe 
committee  from  the  other  branch  favored  grant- 
ing the  petition.  To  grain  it  will  not  establish  a 
pieced,  nt.  foi\since  they  bad  it  sixteen  years  ago, 
otheis  have  applied  and  been  promptly  denied  by 
the  Building  Committee,  and  without  any  grum- 
bling. He  felt  confide;  r  that  the  Common  Coun- 
cil has  the  rrght  without  a  coc current  vote  to 
grant  this  right,  and  he  hoped  the  re  onsideratiou 
would  prevail. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  gi  ntlemen  are  very 
wrong  in  saying  that  this  is  no  precedent.  We 
don't  know  ho*v  much  trouble  the  Council  bad 
sixteen  years  ago;  and  it  appears  that  other  so- 
cieties have  since  applied  and  been  refused,  which 
showed  that  something  had  been  done  which  it 
would  n't  do  to  repeat.  If  it  is  to  be  given  .o  the 
printers,  way  not  to  many  charitable  societies;,  of 
which  thete  are  thousands  as  worthy  as  this. 

The  reconsideration  was  carried— 33  for,  28 
again«t. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  President,  who  stated 
that  one  of  the  days  of  meeting  would  be  the  day 
when  the  Council  meets,  Mj\  Shaw  moved  to 
amend  ths  order  by  adding  the  words  "excepting 
at  such  times  as  the  Common  Council  and  School 
Committee  require  the  use  of  the  room  for  their 
own  purposes,"  the  words  "and  School  Commit- 
tee" being  suggested  by  Mr.  Burditt   of  Ward  16. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  having  been  ordered  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Mor- 
rison of  Ward  9,  the  order  was  passed— yeas  36, 
nays  28: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry.  Bent,  Brackett, 
Burgess,  Cawley,  Clarke,  Coyle,  Cushman,  Dever- 
eux, Duggan, Fitzgerald, Fitz'patrick,  Flynn, Guild, 
Harrigan,  Hiscock,  Kellev,  Lappen,  Mooney,  Mor- 
rison, Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Pierce,  Power, 
Bice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Stacey,  Trull,  Wal- 
bridge.  Walsn,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 36. 

Nays— Messrs.  Burditt,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cush- 
ing,  Day, Felt,  Goldtb  wait,  Harmon,  Hicks,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kiogsley,  Leighton,  Long,  Lorrug,  Moley, 
Page,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Smith,  Sorague, 
Sweetser,  Thacher,  Wadsworth,  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Woods-28. 

RECORD  OF  MARRIAGES,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the 
Council  to.>k  up  the  special  assignment  for  8% 
o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  report  on  petition  of  M.  P. 
Wilder  in  regard  to  City  Records.  (Citv  Doc.  No. 
46, 1875,)  the  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
first  oraer,  viz.,  (the  second  one  having  been  pre- 
viously passed)— 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
required  to  report  an  ordinance  providing  tor  the 
appointment,  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  of  two 
suitable  persons,  to  be  termed  Record  Commis- 
sioners, who  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
collecting  such  facts  as  will  tend  to  complete  the 
record  of  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  in  the 
town  and  city  of  Boston,  prior  to  1849,  and  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  deemed  proper;  said  com- 
missioners to  serve  without  compensation,  and  to 
be  removable  at  any  time  by  the  Mayor  or  by  con- 
current vo  e  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— The  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Public  Library  was 
unanimous  thot  this  order  should  pass.    The  mat- 
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ter  ought  to  be  very  easily  understood,  and  proba- 
bly has  heen  investigated  by  all  who  have  exam- 
ined the  report-  Previous  to  1849,  very  tew  of  the 
records  required  by  law  were  kenc,  or  at  least,  are 
now  to  be  found,  but  there  is  still  time  to  make 
some  arrangement  by  ??hich  full  iettuns  can  be 
filed  in  the  City  Registrar's  otfice.  It  beiag  the 
duty  of  the  City  Government  to  complete  its  own 
records,  I  will  not  was.e  time  in  arguing 
that  point.  The  only  objection  I  have 
heard  is  that  it  may  lead  to  the  expenditure 
of  a  large  sum  of  money;  but  to  come  at  that 
idea  aie  the  words  of  the  order,  that  the  commis- 
sioners shall  spend  no  money  unless  voted  for  the 
express  purpose  by  tbe  City  Government.  It  will 
be  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  bind  any  future 
City  Governments,  and  I  can  only  say  thai  i(  the 
order  is  passed  and  two  proper  commissioners  are 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  there  is  hardly  any  possi- 
bility of  any  appropriation  being  asked  for  more 
than  is  requned  for  one  clerk  to  copy  the  records 
from  the  sources  of  ioformatio^  to  be  examined. 
It  might  incur  an  expenditure  of  $5000,  in  all;  but 
I  will  remind  the  Council  that  a  f  tw  years  ago 
they  voted  five  thousand  dollars  to  Mr. 
Drake,  to-  prepare  a  histo.y  of  Boston,  but 
owing  to  his  inability  to  perform  the  work,  that 
appropriation  has  never  been  called  for.  By  the 
very  nature  of  this,  this  matter  can  ntvei  amount 
to  any.  considerable  sum  in  aay  one  year — not 
more  than  the  adding  of  a  clerk  to  any  one  of 
the  departments.  I  have  also  been  asked  if  this 
is  in  any  opposition  to  the  acts  of  the  present  City 
Registrar,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  meets  his 
entire  appioval.  It  is  to  place  documents  in  his 
office  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  obtain.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  answer  any  inquiry  in  addition 
to  what  is  given  in  the  very  full  report,  and  trust 
there  will  be  no  opposition  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  dou'c  like  the 
wording  of  the  order,  inasmuch  as  it  is  compulso- 
ry upon  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  obliging 
them  to  report  an  ordinance,  whether  they  think 
it  expedient  or  not.  If  the  order  were  worded  so 
that  the  committee  were  required  to  examine  in- 
to the  expediency  of  reporting  the  ordinance,  I 
could  see  no  objection  to  it.  It  looking  over  the 
report  I  find  that  it  is  for  the  Mayor  to  appoint 
two  suitable  persons  to  be  charged  with  the  duty 
of  this  office,  serving  without  pay,  and  that  it  in- 
volves au  expenditure  of  no  money.  I  think  it 
will  involve  a  great  deal  of  money.  I  find  on 
page  6  that  between  1630  and  1810  there  were 
00,000  deaths,  and  there  is  a  record  of  only  4700. 
Somebody  must  rummage  among  old  tombstones 
and  family  Bibles,  and  examine  old  peonle  and 
find  out  who  were  born  iu  toeirfamilies.and  when 
they  married  and  when  they  died— all  of  which 
will  involve  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  nobody  cau 
do  it  without  being  compensated.  It  requires  a 
peculiar  kind  of  antiquarian  ta'te,  a  iaste  for 
searching  old  newspapers  and  family  Bibles  100 
years  old,  to  find  out  wberejoho  Smith's  giand- 
fathei  was  born,  in  this  country  or  at  Castle  Gar- 
den. I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed  with  an 
amendment  so  that  the  committee  can  consider 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Tbe  argument  would  be  a  tell- 
ing one  if  this  were  the  first  introduction  of  the 
order  and  a  mere  opinion  of  one  member,  as  the 
technical  form  "required"  is  a  mere  clerical  error. 
The  gentleman  seems  to  forget  tint  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Library  consider  it  a  Ivisa- 
ble  to  have  the  order  passed.  The  object  of  hav- 
ing an  ordinance  is  to  give  stability  to  the  com- 
mission and  that  the  work  may  continue  after  it 
has  been  commenced.  I  can  hardly  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  requesting  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  consider  the  expediency  of  repoitmg  an 
ordinance  after  the  joint  committee  has  recom- 
mended it.  As  to  the  statement  that  it,  will 
take  a  large  amount  of  money,  that  is 
undeniable.  We  are  obliged  to  spend  money  in 
our  day  and  generation  for  what  our  fathers  ought 
to  have  done,  but  which  they  did  not.  and  for 
work  which  has  been  lost.  It  has  been  the  law  of 
tbe  Commonwealth  since  1639  that  these  records 
should  be  kept.  The  report  says  that  this  duty 
has  either  been  neglected  or  the  lecords  have 
been  lost.  It  is  just  a?  necessary  to  prove  the 
births,  marriages  aid  deaths  previous  to  1847  as  it 
will  be  ten  yea  is  hence  to  prove  those  occurring 
now.  It  is  very  far  from  tbe  committee  to  intend 
that  there  shall  be  any  expensive  rummaging 
aroucd.  I  hold  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
committee  to  frame  an  ordinance  under  this  re- 
port that  will  involve  any  great  expenditure. 
But   it   will    take  money,  and' the  work  will  b9 


spread  over  many  years.  It  is  a  act  that  in  this 
city,  where  there  are  two  laige  historical  soeie- 
tie.-,  t«o  commissioners  can  be  found  to  hunt  up 
those  documents  and  tbe  city  will  have  to  pay  no 
more  than  it  will  cost  to  replace  them.  I  knoV  of 
two  church  recoids  now  which  are  m  the  care  of 
the  Historical  Society,  simply  because  there 
was  no  place  to  keep  them.  There  .are  a 
number  of  facts  with  which  antiquarians 
are  familiar  that  the  City  Registrar  is  not 
acquainted  with,  and  the' men  who  aie  fa- 
miliar with  them  will  collect  those  facts  for  noth- 
ing. It  is  a  matter  that  will  cost  money  and  ex- 
tend over  a  number  of  years;  but  the* cost  will 
no.  be  so  much  as  the  salary  of  one  additional 
pelicemac.  The  ouly  expense  will  be  the  clerical 
work  of  copying  the  records  and  placing  them  in 
the  City  Registrar's  office.  If  we  cannot  afford  to 
do  that,  we  had  better  apply  to  the  Legislature  for 
a  law  to  abolish  the  City  Registrar's  office.  There 
is  no  intention  to  waste  money  in  searching  among 
family  Bibles ;  but  tne  church  records  can  be  ob- 
tained and  they  may  be  burned  at  any  time.  This 
netition  was  brought  in  by  the  officers  of  one  of 
the  largest  historical  societies  in  this  city,  the 
members  of  which  are  fully  aware  of  the  impor- 
tance of  this  amendment  to  the  records.  It  has 
been  fully  considered  by  one  committee,  and  I 
can  see  no  advantage  in  sending  it  back  again  to 
auother  committee  to  travel  over  tbe  same 
ground. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  merely  want  the  Council  to 
undeistaod  that  this  invo^s  the  expenditure  of 
a  great  (isalof  money.  The  indexing  of  tbe  pro- 
bate records  cost  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars 
for  work  right  unrter  the  Register's  hand,  and  for 
which  he  did  not  have  to  rummage  among  old 
tombstones  aid  family  Bibles  The  Historic  1 
Society  wants  the  work<lone,jand  wants  the  cit\  ro 
pay  for  it;  and  I  want  the  Council  to  understand  it 
will  cost  more  money  than  is  intimated.  If  a  gigan- 
tic work  like  this  i?  to  be  done,  it  must  be  by  some 
one  who  hs,s  an  antiquarian  taste,  like  my  friend 
from  Ward  4.  If  th's  wcrk  would  give  us  com- 
plete records  I  should  have  no  objection  to  it;  but 
the  record  must  be  incomplete  at  best.  For  that 
reason  I  hope  the  oider  will  be  amended  so  that 
the  committee  may  be  requested  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  difl.ke  to  differ  from 
my  friend  from  Ward  7,  bur.  I  don't  think  much  is 
to  be  gained  by  referring  this  matter  to  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  expediency  of  it.  Ir  lias 
beeu  considered  by  one  committee,  and  I  find  bv 
the  report  that  tbe  gentle  mn  from  Ward  7  has 
drawn  the  matter  in  father  vivid  colors.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  send  a  man  hunting  ;Tound  among 
tombstones;  but  simply  notes  the  fact  that  there 
is  au  imuerfection  iu  the  records  that  is  discrea- 
itable  to  the  intelligence  of  the  city.  Some- 
body has  been  to  blame,  and  as  there  is 
no  way  to  punish  the  delmouents,  all 
we  can  do  is  to  gather  up  the  scanty  "fragments. 
I  don't  think  it  is  a  sound  argument  to  say  we 
shall  not  have  half  if  we  cannot  have  the  whole. 
There  are  church  and  family  records  which  cau 
be  obtaii  ed  for  the  simple  labor  of  transcribing, 
and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  an  antiqua- 
rian to  cocy  inscriptions  "on  tombstones  aud  in 
family  Bibles.  It  is  a  duty  the  city  owes  to  the  peo- 
ple i  hat  these  records  should  be  ofeserved.  At  pres- 
ent time  it  is  almost  iutoos  ible  to  get  proof  that 
persons  were  born  in  wedlock.  We'have  men  of 
leisure,  of  a  peculiar  antiquarian  taste,  who  know 
where  these  records  are  and  know  their  value. 
The  citizens  of  Bostoi  are  most  interested  in  hay- 
ing these  records,  and  the  mere  question  of  cost  is 
insignificant.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  by  vote  and 
influence  to  correct  this  negligence. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  entirely  asri^e  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  aud  1  tliiuk  it  is  very 
creditable  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  to  have 
introduced  this  matter.  In  the  last  ten  cr  fifteen 
years  the  Legislature  has  restored  the  old 
Plymouth  records,  so  that  tbey  are  now  open 
to  everybody,  to  be  consulted,  especially  by 
men  who  are  desceurte.il  from  those  who 
landed  on  Plymouth  Rock  in  1620.  In  testonng 
those  records  tbe  antiquarian  ha*  gone  back  to 
160S,  when  John  Robinson,  William  Brewstei. 
John  Alden,  Myles  Standish,  Isaac  Allertoa,  John 
Carver,  Edward  Winslow,  and  their  compeeis  left 
the  little  town  of  Scrueby,  in  the  west  of  England, 
aud  emigrated  to  Holland  and  remained  there  till 
1619,  and  not  receiving  the  religious  liberty  which 
tbey  sought  for,  leembarked  f  or  the  New  world: 
and  after  being  buffeted  by  the  storms,  they  put 
into     the     little      Bay     of     Pivmoutu     on'    the 
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coast  of  England,  and  tneie  giving  up 
their  almost  water  logged  crafts,  thev  again 
itvin  larked  in  tne  Mayflower,  and  landed 
up  in  1'lyinoiUh  Rock  in  1620.  The  historian  has 
tecorded  that  tact  t  the  expense  of  the  Common- 
wealth, as  well  as  thousands  ot  nt-er  incidents. 
AVhy  should  n't  we  undertake,  m  th  '  city  of  Bos- 
ton, co  hriug  befoie  us  ihe  k<. collections  of  the 
past?  Why  should  n't  we  hnve  restored  those 
dilapidated,  worn-out  documents  suggesting  to  us 
and  our  children  for  generations  to  come  toefacts 
of  the  history  of  the  town  and  city  of  Boston; 
that  they  m;:y  li- member  the  deeds  of  Governor 
Wintnrop  and  others  who  emigrated  to  tin:  land, 
and  subsequently  came  from  Salem  to  Boston.  Let 
us  bring  that  history  down  to  the  present  day. 
What  if  it  cost  a  few  pennies,  or  $1000?  The 
Commonwealth  has  never  hesitated  io  employ  an- 
tiquarians and  historians  in  restoring  those  old 
records  of  which  I  have  spoken;  and  why 
should  we  hesitate?  the  gentleman  speaks 
*f  rummaging  among  old  tombstoues.  It 
would  be  well  tor  some  otheis  to  do  so 
am.  learn  something  from  the  history  of  those 
whose  bones  lie  beneath  tbern.  I  tope  this  order 
will  be  passed,  and  that  the  honorabl  -  Committee 
on  Ordinances  will  report  an  ordinance  which  can 
be  debated  at  the  proper  time,  as  the  r  report  is 
not  conclusive.  If  it  is  proper  and  right  it  will  be 
p  tased ;  if  not,  it  will  he  rejected. 

Mr.  Fitzgeraidt-1  can't  imagine  wny  the  little 
amendment  1  had  the  honor  to  offer  should  give 
rise  to  such  historical  recollections  by  the  gemle- 
m  n  from  Ward  5;  but  I  am  glad,  because  I  have 
le  i.ici  something.  1  will  now  withdraw  my 
amendment,  as  tie  geutleman  from  Ward  4  has 
one  to  olfer.  I  simply  wished  to  dra  v  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  a  large  expendi- 
ture was  involved.  Biu  this  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question  of  marriages  and  deaths. 
The  gentleman  may  think  it  a  great  thing  to  go 
around  among  tombstones,  but  1  do  not  think  it 
requires  great  patriotism  or  boldness  to  get  a  cer- 
tificate of  marriage  from  the  City  Registrar. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  ths  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  order : 

"l'roviced.  that  the  said  commis.-ioners  shall 
b  ,vc  no  power  to  incur  any  debt  on  behalf  of  the 
city  or  expend  any  su  n  of  money  except  such  as 
may  be  voted  expressly  for  the  purpose." 

Mr.  Shaw,  n  answer  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr, 
Fitzgerald  that  it  did  n't  require  any  boldness  to 
get  a  marriage  certificate,  said  he  noticed  the  gen- 
tleman fniu  Ward  7  had  n't  been  bold  en  ugh  yet 
To  try  it  himself,  and  did  n  't  know  whether  it  does 
or  not. 

'the  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  read  a  second  time  aid  passed. 
Sent  up. 

SUFFOLK  STREET     DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  suomitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton street  District,  to  «hom  was  reteired  the  un- 
fini  lied  business  relating  io  ths  improvements  on 
the  Suffolk-street  district,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

(in  the  2d  of  November,  1870,  the  citv  entered 
into  a  contract  with  Manuel  &  Hayne s  (afterwards 
assigned  to  Phtneas  E.  Gay)  for  furnishing  and 
deli vering  gravel  on  the  territory  included  within 
the  Suffolk-stieet  district,  so  called,  so  as  to  raise 
the  grade  of  the  territory  and  abate  the  nuisance 
thereon  caused  by  impaired  drainage.  The  price 
to  be  paid  therefor  was  $7.50  per  square  of 
eight  cubic  yards;  and  the  contract  pro- 
vided that  the  amount  furnished  by  the 
contractor  was  to  he  aetei mined  by  the  measure- 
ments of  the  City  Engineer  at  the  bank  f;om 
which  the  gravel  was  taken  The  work  was  com- 
pleted on  the  10th  of  July,  1872,  and  the  fi  al  esti- 
mate  of  Mr.  Crafts,  at  that  time  C;ty  Engineer, 
was  as  f  j'lows: 

25,823  squares,  at  $7.50 $193,fi72.50 

Deduct  previous  payments 178,375.50 

$15,297.00 
The  contractor,  who  had  from  time  to  time  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  work  expressed  dissatis- 
faction with  the  measurements  of  the  City  En- 
gineer, demurred  to  the  final  estimate  and  refused 
to  accept  the  amount  named  in  full  settlement  of 
his  contract.  The  case  had  become  somewhat 
complicatea  by  the  city's  having  contracted  for 
tbn  delivery  on  the  same  territory  of  earth  taken 
from  Fort  Hill,  and  having  permitted  the  re- 
moval of  gravel  for  other  purposes  from  the  bank 
from  which  gravel  was  being  taken  unoer  the  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Gsy. 


Fiom  the  statement  of  the  City  E.  giueei, 
it  appears  that  6441  squaies,  or  13,074  car 
loads,  were  delivered  iu  .he  beginning  by 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  about  which 
there  was  ro  -dispute.  The  remaining  portion — 
19,382  squares,  or  40,418  car  loads — was  delivered 
from  a  gravel  bank  near  the  Cottage  Farm  sta- 
tion. About  the  number  of  carloads  from  that 
place  theie  was  no  d'spute;  *ke  question  was  in 
regard  to  the  amouot  of  earth  vhtch  the  cars  con- 
tained. According  to  the  estimates  of  the  City 
Engineer,  the  amount  of  eprth  contained  in  each 
car  would  average  about  3%  cubic  yards,  The 
cars,  if  evenly  filled,  would  hold  by  actual  meas- 
urement something  over  four  ciiiic  yaids.  and 
the  contractor  claims  that  the  average  contents 
of  each  amounted  to  at  least  four  cubic  yards; 
that  ic,  that  there  were  enough  cars  in  which  the 
gravel  was  heaped  up  to  more  than  make  good 
any  deficiency  in  those  winch  ere  artially  filled. 
Ou  that  basis  the  account  would  have  ctood  thus: 
46,418  car' loads,  four  yards  eacl,  185,672  yards, 
equal  ro  23,2011  squares,  or  3827  squares  more  than 
the  estimates  of  the  Citv  Engl  leer,  w  lich,  at  $7.50 
per  square,  woulu  amount  to  $28,702.50. 

'The  committee  havir.g  ch..rge  of  the  work  on 
the  district  at  the  time  tfre  contrac,  was  completed 
refused  to  review  the  estimates  of  ths  City  Engi- 
neer, and  the  claim  ><>as  taken  into  court,  ike 
Audito  to  who  a  it  was  referred  has  recently  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  city;  hut  the  contractor 
still  has  the  right  to  go  before  a  jury.  Before  do- 
ing so,  however,  he  comes  before  the  City  Council 
to  ask  for  an  adjusiment  ot  his  claim  upon  an 
equitable  basis.  The  Assistant  City  Solicitor, 
who  has  bad  charge  of  the  c^se  for  the  cny,  is  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  advisable,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  to  seitls  ike  case  if  it  cau 
ot  none  by  making*  a  small  advance  outbeesti- 
in  tes  of  the  Engineer.  After  conferring  upon 
the  subject,  the  contractor  has  agreeu  to  a  propo- 
sition submitted  by  the  committee,  and  approved 
by  the  Assistant  Solicitor,  to  accept  in  full  settle- 
ment of  the  amount  due  him  the  sum  of  $23,000 
The  auiim  tdue  on  the  estimate  of  the  City  En- 
gineer, Julv  10,  1872,  vas  $15,297.  Wi'b  interest 
added,  to  this  date,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
the  amount  would  be  increased  to  $17,897.  "  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  that  upo..  this  proposition  tte 
contractor  would  receive  about  $5000  on  his  cl  .im 
of  ovjr  $28,000. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  Suffolk-street  district  improvement  amounts 
at  this  time  to  $15,571.36.  'Ihere  is  now  dus  fiom 
the  ci.y  on  account  of  unsettled  estates  on  th=dis- 
trict  about  $26,000.  If  we  add  to  this  the  amount 
pioposed  iu  settlement  of  Mr.  Gay's  contract  it 
gives  a  total  of  $49,000,  leaving  (after  deducting 
the  amount  unexpended)  the  sum  of  $33,500  to  be 
provided  by  loan  or  tiansf'er. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  orders. 
For  the  Committee, 

S.  B.  Stebbins,  Chairman, 
On  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Amos  L.  Noyes, 

For  the  Committee  on  the  pare  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  he  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  allow  and  pay  to  fbineas  E.  Gay  the  su  m 
of  $23,000,  in  full  settlement  of  his  claim  against 
the  city  of  Boston  on  account  of  work  performed 
under  a  contiact  between  the  said  "city  and  Wil- 
lard  Manuel  aad  Edward  Haynes ;  said  sum  to  he 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk-street 
District. 

Ordered,  That  the  Connittee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  providing  the  meats 
for  settling  die  unadjvsted  claims  on  the  Suffolk- 
street  District. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.    Sent  up. 

CLAIM    SETTLED. 

Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  a  repoit 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  that  Sarah  M. 
Bemis  bad  accepted  $500  in  settlement  of  her 
claim  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  a  defect  in  Brooks  street,  East  Boston. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 

Mr.  Peabooy  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  treasury  Department 
recommending  tbat  the  request  of  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  for  leave  to  take  certain  old  records 
of  the  town  of  Eiigntou  he  leferted  to  the  Joint 
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Committee  on  the  Assessors'  Department.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  up. 

THE  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing majority  and  minority  reports  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Water : 

Majority  Report.  The  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Water,  to  *hom  were  referred  one  order 
and  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  reorganization  of 
the  Cochituate  anfl  Mystic  water  boards,  having 
considered  the  subject,  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  ths  accompanying  ordinance, 
which  provides  for  the  union  ot  the  two  boards  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  author- 
izing the  annexation  of  Cbarlestown  to  Boston. 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  ordinance 
the  new  board  will  consist  of  nine  persons,  name- 
ly, one  membir  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
two  members  of  the  Common  Council,  elected  an- 
nually b;  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council; 
one  person  (not  a  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil) appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval 
of  the  City  Council,  for  a  term  ot  three  years,  and 
five  persons  (not  members  of  the  City  Council) 
elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council  to' 
serve  for  a  period  of  three  years  each.  The  per- 
son appointed  by  the  Mayor  is  to  be  preside  ot  of 
the  board,  devote  all  his  time  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  receive  such  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices as  the  City  Council  may  determine.  The 
other  members  of  the  board  are  to  serve  without 
compensation.  On  the  first  organization  of  this 
board  it  is  necessary  to  include  the  member  of  the 
present  Mystic  Water  Board  whose  term  of  office 
expires  on  the  first  of  April,  1876. 

The  powers  and  duties  conferred  on  the  new 
board  are  the  same  as  those  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred on  the  Boston  Water  Board. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

John  T.  Clark. 

John  Sweetser. 

N.  S.  Wilbur. 

Henkf  W.  Wklson. 

Emory  D.  Leighton. 

P.  Edwards. 

An  Ordinance 

in  relation  to  the  care  and  management  of  the  Co- 
chituate and  Mystic  water  works. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc., 

Section  1.  The  Mystic  Water  Board  is  hereby 
united  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  Cochituate  Wa- 
ter Board,  the  union  to  take  effect  upon  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  as 
hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  2.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board  shall  con- 
sist of  nine  persons,  of  whom  one  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  two  shall  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council,  and  six  shall  be  citi- 
zens atlarae.  The  member  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men and  the  two  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil shall  be  elected  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the 
City  Council.  Of  the  citizens  at  large,  one 
shall  be  appointed  by  ths  Mayor,  with 
the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  and 
five  shall  be  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  City 
Council;  provided,  however,  that  upon  the  fiisc 
organization  of  the  said  Cochituate  Water  Board 
the  member  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  whose 
term  of  office  has  not  expired  shall  constitute  one 
of  saia  five  citizens  at  large  during  the  unexpired 
term  for  which  he  was  originally  elected.  On  the 
first  election  from  the  citizens  at  large  oue  shall 
be  elected  to  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  in  the  year  1876;  two  shall  be  elected  to  hold 
office  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year 
1877,  and  one  shall  be  elected  to  hold  office  until 
the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  1878.  In  the 
month  of  March  or  April  in  the  year  1876,  and  tri- 
enmally  afterwards,  the  City  Council  shall  elect, 
by  concurrent  vote,  two  persons,  not  members  of 
the  City  Council,  to  be  members  of  the  said  board 
for  the  term  of  tbree  years.  In  the  month  of 
March  or  Apt  il  in  the  year  1877,  and  triennially 
afterwards,  the  City  Council  shall  elect,  by  con- 
current vote,  two  persons,  not  members  of  the 
City  Council,  to  be  members  of  the  said  board  for 
the  term  of  three  years.  In  the  month  of  March 
or  April  in  the  year  1878,  and  triennially 
afterwards  the  City  Council  shall  elect,  by  con- 
current vote,  one  person  not  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  board  for  the 
term  of  three  years.  The  person  first  appointed 
by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  City 
Council,  shall  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May  in  the  year  1878.  In  the  month  of  March  or 
April,  in  the  year  1878,  and  triennially  afterwards, 


the  Mayor  shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  City  Council,  one  person  to  be  a  member 
of  the  said  board  for  a  term  of  three  years  from 
the  first  Monday  in  May  in  the  year  in  "which  he  is 
appointed.  Tne  members  first  elected  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council 
shall  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  ia  January 
in  the  year  1876.  In  the  month  of  January  j  o  the 
year  1876,  and  annually  afterwards,  there  shall  be 
elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council 
one  Alderman  and  two  Councilmen  to  be' members 
of  said  board. 

The  persons  elected  or  appointed,  as  hereinbe- 
fore provided,  shall  severally  hold  office 
until  their  successors  aie  appointed  or 
they  are  removed.  Any  member  of  said 
board  may  at  any  time  be  removed  by 
the  Mayor,  with  the  consent  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, or  he  may  be  removed  by  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  of  each  branch  of  the  City  Council, 
by  vote  taken  by  yea  and  nay.  All  vacancies  oc- 
curring in  said  Board  shall  be  filled  for  the  unex- 
pired te.m  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  orig- 
inal appointments  are  herein  directed  to  be  made. 
Sect.  3.  As  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance  the  members  of  tue  Cochituate 
Water  Board  shall  be  chosen  as  provide')  in  sec- 
tion 2  aad  shall  enter  forthwith  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  The  person  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  shall  be  President  of  the  board.  He 
shall  devote  his  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office, 
and  shall  receive  such  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices as  the  City  Council  shall  from  time  to  time 
determine.  The  other  members  of  said  hoard 
shall  serve  without  compensation. 

The  board  shall  choose  a  clerk,  who  shall  not  be 
one  of  its  members,  and  shall  fix  his  compensa- 
tion, and  may  remove  him  at  pleasure;  and  they 
shall  make  such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  may 
deem  expeoient  for  their  own  government  and 
for  the  government  of  all  subordinate  officers  ap- 
pointed by  theni.  They  shall  preserve  complete 
records  of  their  meetings,  giving  the  names  of  the 
members  present,  their  votes  and  doings  thereat; 
and  shall -,  whenever  reauested,  exhibit  to  the 
Mayor,  or  any  member  ot  the  City  Council,  said 
records  and  all  books,  papers  and  documents  be- 
longing to  their  department. 

Sect.  4.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  hereby 
consticuted,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  pow- 
ers vested  in,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  pre- 
scribed to,  the  present  Cochituate  Water  Board 
and  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  by  statutes  and  or- 
dinances now  in  force;  subject,  however,  to  the 
authority  of  the  City  Council,  from  time  to  time, 
by  ordinances,  orders  or  resolutions,  to  instruct 
said  board,  arid  to  change  and  limit  ifs  powers; 
and  said  board  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such 
subordinate  officers,  agents  and  assistants,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Engineer  and  Water  Registrar  elect- 
ed by  the  City  Council,  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary, and  may  fix  their  compensation ;  provided 
that  the  expenditures  incurred  by  said  board 
shall  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  sums  previ- 
ously appropriated  by  the  City  Council  for  the 
care,  maintenance,  repair  or  erlargeuient  of  the 
water  works. 

Sect.  5.  The  account  of  expenses  and  revenue 
of  the  Mystic  Water  Works  shall  be  kept  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  other  accounts  of  the  Water 
Department ;  and  the  excess,  if  any,  of  revenue 
over  expenditure  aud  interest  on  loans  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners,  for  the 
redemption  of  any  loans  heretofore  made  or  heie- 
after  to  be  made  on  accouut  of  the  said  Mystic 
W&ter  Works.  .4.11  contracts  now  existing  with  the 
Mystic  Water  Board,  for  the  supply  of  water  fo 
other  cities  and  towns,  shall  continue  iu  force, 
and  sliall  not  be  modified  or  annulled  except  by 
an  o'derof  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  approved 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  City  Council. 

'Sect.  6.  The  City  Engineer  shall  be  the  Engi- 
neer of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  and  snail 
have  the  superintendence  of  all  engineering 
works  in  the  Watei  Department. 

Sect.  7.  No  contract,  work  or  nurchase,  involv- 
ing an  estimated  expenditure  of  more  than  $5000, 
shall  be  made  or  commeuced  by  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  unless  it  shall  first  apply  for  aud  ob- 
taiu  the  approval  of  the  City  Council;  and  no 
contract  or  purchase  which  shall  be  estimated  to 
involve  an  expenditure  of  rnoie  than  $10,000  shall 
be  made  unless  the  said  board  shall  advertise  tor 
sealed  proposals  therefor. 

Sect.  8.  Whenever  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
shall  advertise,  for  proposals  for  t'oitit:  any  work 
or  for  furnishing  auy  materials  or  supplies,  plans 
and  specifications  for  such  work,  aud  schedules  of 
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such  materials  or  supplies,  shall  he  placed  on  file 
in  such  office  as  inav  he  designated  by  said  Board, 
and  shall  at  all  time?  during  office  hours  he  open 
to  public  iispection.  E-ch  proposal  shall  con- 
form to  the  specifications  and  requirements  ct  the 
advertisement,  and  shall  he  enclosed  in  a  sealed 
envelope  directed  to  said  boar,).  It  shall  be  ac- 
companied by  a  bond  to  the  city,  with  sufficient 
sureties,  in  such  sum,  not  less  than  $500,  a*  said 
board  may  specify  in  its  advertisement,  and  con- 
ditiousd  to  be  void  it  the  party  making  the  pro- 
posal shall,  in  case  of  the  accepiance  of  his  bid, 
sign  and  deliver  co  said  board,  within  the  time  re- 
quired in  the  advertisement,  a  contract  for  tne 
performance  of  the  subject  matterof  his  proposal, 
and  if  he  shall  also,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
such  contract,  give  a  further  hood,  witu  satisfac- 
tory sureties,  for  the  perfoimance  of  such  con« 
tract.  Instead  of  a  bond  in  either  of  the  cases 
above  mentioned,  the  party  may  deposit  with 
said  board,  as  security  for-  the  signing  and  deliv- 
ery of  his  contract,  or  for  the  performance  of  such 
contract,  a  sum  of  money  or  other  collateral  sat- 
isfactory to  said  board;  but  for  the  performance 
of  such  contract  a  bond  with  sureties,  or  a  deposit 
in  lieu  theieof,  nhall  in  all  cases  be  required 
when  the  contract  is  signed  and  delivered  as 
aforesaid.  All  proposals  shall  be  publicly  opened, 
at  the  hour  and  place  designated  in  the  advertise- 
ment, in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  said  board.  The  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  not  he  constiued  to  prevent  said  board 
from  rejecting  auy  or  all  proposals  which  may  be 
offered  under  its  advertisement. 

Sect.  9.  The  Cocbituate  Watei  Board  shall  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  February, 
sendto  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Water  Department,  an  estimate  iu 
detail  of  the  appropriations  required  by  their  de- 
partment during  the  financial  year  next  ensuing; 
and  also  an  estimate  of  the  income  to  be  derive  a 
from  water  rents  and  other  sources.  All  bills  for 
expenditures  from  the  appropriations  for  the 
Water  Department  shall,  before  they  aie  paid  by 
the  Treasurer,  be  drawn  for  by  said  board,  exam- 
ined by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  approved 
bv  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Sect.  10.  The  Cocbituate  Water  Board  shall  an- 
nually, io  the  month  of  May,  presev.t  to  the  City 
Council  a  report  mane  up  to  ami  including  the 
30tb  day  of  the  preceoing  April,  containing  a  full 
aoo  comprehensive  statement  of  its  acts  during 
the  preceding  year,  and  of  the  conditior  of  the 
water  works  at  the  time  of  the  report,  together 
with  such  other  information  or  suggestions  as  it 
may  deem  proper;  and  it  shall  at  the  same  time 
transmit  to  th  City  Council  reports  from  the  City 
Engineer  and  the  Water  Registrar. 

Sect.  11  There  shall  be  appointed  annually,  in 
the  month  of  January,  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  Water  Department,  consisting 
of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
three  members  of  the  Common  Council.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  examine,  as 
often  as  once  in  each  month,  the  records,  ae- 
coums  and  contracts  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board.  All  requests  for  aijpropri.itions  for  said 
department  shall  be  examined  and  reported  upon 
by  the  said  committee  by  the  City  Council. 

'Sect.  12.  At  the  first  meeting"  of  the  said  Co- 
cbituate Water  Board,  official  notice  shall  be  sent 
by  the  President  of  said  board  to  the  present  Co- 
chituate Watei  Board,  and  to  the  Mystic 
Water  Board;  and,  upon  the  receipt  of  said 
notice  by  said  boords  they  shall  cease  to  ex- 
ercice  any  of  the  powers,  or  be  subject  to  any  of 
the  duties,  heretofore  vested  in  them,  and  shall 
deliver  to  the  said  Cochituate  Water  Board  all  the 
official  books,  accouuts,  maps,  deeds,  records, 
contracts  and  papeis  in  their  possession,  and  also 
all  property  of  whatever  description  belonging  to 
the  city  of  Boston  which  shall  then  be  under  their 
care  and  custooy. 

Sect.  13.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, such  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as.  herein 
provided.  The  subordinate  officeis,  assistants 
and  agents  holding  office  in  the  Water  Depart- 
ment, by  appointment  of  the  Ccchituate  Water 
Board  or  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  their  respective  offices  until  toeir 
successors  shall  be  appointed,  or  until  they  are 
removed.  The  present  Joint  Standing  Committee 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  Water  Department 
shall,  during  the  remainder  of  this  municipal 
year,  perform  all  the  duties  imposed  by  the  tenth 


section  of  this  ordinance  upon  th ■■  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  the  Water  Department. 

Minority  Report.  The  unoersigned,  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Water,  respectfully  dissent 
from  the  recommendation  of  the  majority  in  regard 
to  the  reorganization  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  and  beg  leave  to  state  briefly  their  reasons 
therefor. 

The  proposed  ordinance  provides  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Water  Board  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council, 
and  compensated  for  bis  services,  and  that  the 
eijiht  other  members  of  the  board  shall  be  elected 
by  the  City  Cou:  cil  to  seive  without  compensa- 
tion. As  the  President  has  no  greater  power  and 
no  greater  responsibility  tVan  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  board,  there  is  no  reason  why 
he  should  be  paid  and  the  others  give 
theii  services  gratun-ously.  It  is  a  body  of 
equals,  and  no  member,  whether  paid  or  unpaid, 
can  divest  himself  of  his  responsibility.  Being 
equally  lesponsible,  therefore,  they  must  give 
their  time  and  attention  with  equal  fidelity  to  the 
duties  of  the  office;  otherwise  they  cauuot  act  in- 
telligently noon  the  business  with  which  they 
have  been  intiusted.  If  it  is  intended  that  the 
unpaid  membeis  sh ill  be  bi ought  together  mere- 
ly for  the  purpose  of  registering  the  decrees  of  the 
paid  member,  theu  it  would  be  better  to  leave 
things  where  they  aie  now,  because  we  should 
have  a  board  controlled  by  one  man,  who  would 
be  burdened  vi/ith  only  oie-ninth  of  the  responsi- 
bility. In  a  hoard  so  constituted  there  would  be 
neither  harmony  nor  efficiency,  ami  it  is  not  at  all 
piobable  that  we  should  be  able  to  find  suitable 
meu  who  would  be  willing  to  accept  any  other  po- 
sition than  that  of  President. 

The  undersigned  are  so  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  having  the  great  work  in  which  the 
city  is  now  engaged  placed  under  the  supervision 
of  competent  and  responsible  persons  « ho  are 
paid  for  their  services,  that  they  would  be  willing, 
it  the  authority  existed,  to  recommend  that  com- 
missioners should  be  appointed  to  have  special 
charge  of  the  enlargement  of  the  water  works, 
and  to  hold  office  until  those  wotks  are  com- 
pleted; but  it  appears,  upon  an  examination  of 
the  statutes,  that  the  City  Council  cannot  provide 
tor  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  exerc.e 
those  oo wers  independent  of  the  pie'sent  Cochit- 
uate Board. 

The  Cochituate  and  Mystic  boards  can  be  united 
uuder  the  name  of  the  Boston   Water   Board,  as 
provided  by  the  special  act  of  the  Legislature ;  or 
they  can  he  kept  distinct,   and   the   Cochituate 
Board  can  be  reorganized  so  as  to  consist  of  three 
persons  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  approv- 
al ot  the  City  Council,  and  compensated  for  their 
services.    Under  the   present   circumstances  the 
undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  expe- 
dient to  adopt  the  latter  course,  and  they  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  accompanying 
ordinance,  providing  for  a  i  eorganization  of  the 
Cochituate  Board  in  the  manner  suggested,  be 
substituted  for  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  ma- 
jority. S.  B.  Stebbins. 
A.  O.  Bigblcw. 
An  Ordinance 
To  Reestablish  the  Cochituate  Water  Board. 
Be  it  ordained   by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 

Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  City  Council 

assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.    In  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year 

1875,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  the  Mayor 
shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  City 
Council,  by  vote  taken  by  ballot  in  each  branch 
thereof  by  yea  and  nay,  three  persons  to  consti- 
tute the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Or.e  member 
of  said  board  shall  be  appointed  to  hold  bis  office 
until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  1876; 
one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  ytar 
1877;  and  one  until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in 
the  year  1878.    In  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year 

1876,  and  annually  thereafter  in  the  month  of 
April,  the  Mayor  shall  appoiut,  subject  to  like  ap- 
proval, one  person  to  be  a  member  of  said  Water 
Board  for  the  term  of  three  ^ears  from  the  fitst 
Monday  of  the  following  May.  Any  member  of 
said  board  may  at  any  time  be  removed  by  the 
Mayor,  with  the  consent  of  the  City  Council,  or  he 
may  be  removed  by  vcte  of  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  of  each  branch  of  the  City  Council,  by  vote 
taken  by  yea  and  nay.  All  vacancies  occurring  in 
said  board  shall  be  filled  for  the  unexpired  term 
in  the  sauif.  manner  in  which  the  original  appoint- 
ments are  herein  directed  to  be  made. 

Sect.  2.  The  three  members  of  said  board  first 
appointed  shall  meet  and  organize  forthwith,  by 
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tlie  choice  of  one  of  their  mjmbers  as  chairman  ; 
and  annually  afterwards  fie  said  hoard  shall  or- 
ganize on  the  first  Monday  in  May.  The  members 
of  said  boafd  shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties 
of  the  office,  and  shall  not  actively  engage  in  any 
other  business.  They  shall  receive  such  compen- 
sation for  their  sei  vices  as  the  CityCounr.il  may 
from  time  to  time  determine.  They  shall  choose  a 
cleik,  who  shall  not  be  a  member  of  the  hoard; 
shall  fir.  ins  compensation,  and  may  remove  bim 
at  pleasure;  ami  they  shall  make  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  their 
own  government  acd  for  the  government  of  all 
subordinate  officers  appointed  by  them.  Lhey 
shall  presei  ve  complete  records  of  their  meetings, 
giving  the  names  of  the  membeis  present,  their 
votes  and  doings  thereat;  aud  shall,  wheuever  re- 
qursted,  exhibit  to  the  Mayor,  or  any  member  of 
the  Cily  Council,  said  records  and  all  books,  pa- 
peis  and  documents  belonging  to  their  depart- 
ment. 

Sect  3.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  here- 
by constituted,  shall  have  ann  exercise  all  the 
powers  vested  in,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties 
piecribed  to,  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  by 
statutes  and  ordinajces  now  ii  force;  subject, 
however,  to  the  authority  of  the  City  Couccil, 
from  time  to  cime,  by  ordinances,  orders  or  reso- 
lution", to  instruct  said  boara,  and  to  change  and 
limif  its  powers ;  and  said  board  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  such  subordinate  officers,  agents  and 
assistants,  it:  addition  to  the  Enrioe^r  and  Water 
Registrar  elected  by  the  City  Council,  as 
they  may  deem  necessary,  and  may  fix  their 
compensation;  provided,  that  the  expenditures 
incurred  by  said  board  shall  not  exceed  in  the 
aggregate  the  sums  previously  appropriated 
by  the  City  Council  for  "the  care,  maintenance, 
repair  or  enlaigement  of  the  Cochituaie  Water 
Wo.ks. 

Sect.  5.  The  City  Engineer  shall  be  the  engi- 
neer of  the  Cochituate  Wi-ter  Board,  and  shall 
have  the  superintendence  of  all  engineering  works 
in  that  department. 

Sect.  6.  No  contract,  work,  c  purchase,  involv- 
ing an  estimated  expenditure  of  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars,  shall  be  made  or  comuienced  by 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  unless  it  sh  a  I' first 
apply  foiar.d  obtain  the  approval  ot  the  City 
Council;  and  no  conti act  or  purchase  which  shall 
be  estimated  to  inv.olve  an  expenditure  of  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars  shall  be  made,  unless 
the  said  board  shall  advertise  forsealed  proposals 
therefor. 

Sect.  7.  Whenever  the  Cochituate  Water  Bo?id 
shall  advertise  for  proposals  for  doing  any  work 
or  for  furni«hing  any  materials  or  supplies,  plans 
and  specifications  for  such  work,  and  schedules  of 
such  materials  or  supplies,  shall  be  placed  on  file 
in  such  office  as  may  be  designated  by  said  board, 
and  snail  at  all  times  during  office  hours  be  open 
to  public  inspection.  Each  proposal  shall  conform 
to  tbe  specifications  and  requirements  of  the  ad- 
vertisement, and  shall  be  enclosed  in  a  sealed  en- 
velope directed  to  said  boaid.  It  shall  be  accom- 
panied by  a  bond  to  the  city,  with  sufficient  sure- 
ties, in  such  sum,  not  less  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, as  said  board  may  specify  in  its  adverrise- 
nieut,  and  conditioned  to  be  void  if  the  party 
making  the  proposal  shall,  in  case  of  tbe  accept- 
ance ot  his  bid,  sign  and  deliver  to  said  board, 
within  tbe  time  required  in  tbe  advertisement,  a 
contract  for  the  petformance  of  the  subject  mat- 
ter ot  bis  prooosal,  and  if  he  shall  also,  at  the 
time  of  the  delivery  of  such  contract,  give  a  f ur- 
thei  bona,  with  satisfactory  sureties,  for  the  per- 
formance of  such  contract.  Instead  of  a  bond  in 
either  of  the  cases  above  mentioned,  the  party 
may  deposit  with  said  board,  as  security  for  the 
siguir.g  and  delivery  of  his  contract,  or  for  the 
peiformance  of  such  contract,  a  sum  of  money  or 
other  collateral  satisfactory  to  said  board  ;  butfor 
the  performance  of  such  contract  a  bond  with 
sureties,  or  a  deposit  in  lieu  thereof ,  «ball  in  all 
cases  he  required  when  the  contract  is  signed  aod 
delivered  as  aforesaid.  All  proposa's  shall  be 
publicly  opened,  at  the  hour  and  place  designated 
in  the  advertisement,  in  the  presence  of  a  majori- 
ty ot  the  memoers  of  said  board.  The  provisions 
of  tbis  section  shall  not  be  construed  <o  prevent 
said  board  from  rejecting  aoy  or  all  proposals 
which  may  be  offered  under  its  advertisement. 

Sect.  8.  The  Cochituata  Water  Board  shall  an- 
nually, on  or  before  the  15th  flay  of  February, 
send  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  the  Water  Department  an  estimate  in 
detail  of  the  appropriations  required  by  their  de- 
partment dunngthe  financial  year  next  ensuing; 


and  al-o  an  estimate  of  the  income  to  be  derived 
from  water  rents  and  other  souices.  All  bills  for 
expenditures  from  the  apciopriations  for  the 
Wafer  Department  shall,  before  they  are  paid  by 
the  Treasurer,  be  drawn  tor  by  said  board,  exam- 
ined by  the  At  ditor  of  Accounts  and  approved  by 
the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Sect.  9.  The  Cochituate  Water  Board  shall 
annually,  in  the  month  of  May.  present 
to  the  Ciiy  Council  a  report  made  up  to 
and  including  the  thirtieth  day  of  the  pre- 
ceding April,  containing  a  full  and  com- 
prehensive statement  ot  its  acts  auring  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  of  tbe  condition  of  the  Cochitu- 
ate Water  Worns  at  the  time  of  the  report,  to- 
gether with  such  other  information  or  suggestions 
as  it  may  deem  proper;  -«nd  it  shall  at  the  same 
rime  tranr  mit  to  the  City  Council  reports  from  the 
City  Engrneer  and  the  Water  Registrar. 

Sect.  10.  There  shall  be  appointed  annually,  in 
the  montb  ,f  January,  a  joint  couiimttee  of  the 
City  Council  on  tbe  Water  Department. consisting 
of  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
three  members  of  the  Common  Council.  It  shall 
be  tbe  duty  of  said  committee  to  examine,  as 
often  as  once  in  each  month,  tbe  records, accounts 
and  contracts  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  All 
requests  for  appropriations  for  said  department 
shall  be  examined  and  reported  upon  by  the  said 
committee  before  they  are  ir.cted  upon  by  the  City 
Council. 

Sect.  11.  Upon  the  first  organization  of  said 
Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  provided  in  the  second 
section  of  this  ordinal  ce,  official  notice  thereof 
shall  be  sent  by  the  President  of  said  coaid  to  the 
pre-ent  Cochituate  Water  Boara ;  and,  upon  the 
receipt  of  said  notice  by  saw  ooarcl,  it  shall  cease 
to  exercise  ary  of  the  powers,  or  be  subject  to 
any  of  the  duties,  heretofore  vested  m  it.  and 
shall  deliver  to  the  said  Cochituate  Water  Board,  - 
organized  as  heiein  provided,  all  the  officialhooks, 
accounts,  raaos,  deeds,  records,  contracts  and  pa- 
pers in  their  po.-session,  and  also  all  property  of 
whatever  description  beiongingto  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton which  shall  then  be  undei  their  care  aud  cus- 
tody. 

Sect.  12.  All  ordinances  or  paits  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, such  repeal  to  take  effect  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  t):e  Cochituate  Water  Board,  as  herein 
provided.  The  subordinate  officers,  assistants 
and  ager.ts  holding  office  m  the  Water  Depart- 
ment, by  appointment  of  the  Cochiioate  ffat't 
Boarl,  shall  continue  to  hold  their  respective 
offices  until  their  successors  shall  be  appointed,or 
until  they  are  removed.  The  present  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  ot  the  City  Council  on  the  Water 
Department  shall,  during  the  remainder  of  this 
mui  icipal  year, perform  all  the  dutiss  imoosed 
bj  toe  tenth  section  of  tbis  ordinance  upon  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Water  Department. 

Laid  on  the  tabJ  ,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Sba-v  of 
Ward  5,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Thachei  of  Ward  13  offered   the  lollowing : 

Ordered,  lhat  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 

and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  submit   their 

annual  report  in  print;  tbe  expense  therof  to  be 

charged  to  the  appropriation  fo~  Printing. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

COPIES  OF  THE  LIQUOR  LAW    FOR    DISTRIBUTION. 

Mr.  Page  ot  Ward  9  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  5000  copies  of  chapter  99  of  the 
acts  ot  1875,  bpmg  "An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  kof 
intoxicating  liquors,"  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  citizens;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  tbe 
License  Revenue. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

EXTENSION   OF  WEST   CHESTER-PARK  STREET. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  be  authorized  to  ptocure  plans,  specifi- 
cations an"!  approximate  estimates  for  tho  con- 
struction of  bridges  over  the  Boston  &  Providence 
RaHroal  and  tb".  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  in  ex- 
tension of  West  Chester-park  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

ASSESSMENT  FOR  CONSTRUCTION  OF  SEWERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6,  the  ordi- 
nance to  amend  au  ordinance  in  relation  to  com 
mon  sewers  and  drai  s (City  Doc.  No  56)  was  taken 
from  tbe  labie. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  suppose  tint  a  few  words  ought 
to  be  said  in  explanation  of  this  ordinance.  Tue 
object  is  to  provide  that  in  apportioning  the  ex- 
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peDse  f or  the  construction  of  drains,  the  assess- 
ment shall  be  accoiding  to  the  area  of  the  land 
benefited,  instead  of  according  to  the  value  of  the 
land,  as  it  now  stands.  It  has  been  rouod  from  the 
experience  of  the  City  Government  in  laying  drams 
in  the  newly  annexed  districts— where  a  great 
many  have  to  be  laii — that  the  present  system  of 
assessimut  is  not  so  fair  and  equitable  as  the  one 
proposed.  For  instance,  it  can  be  made  most,  evi- 
dent by  a  cae  which  often  happens.  When  a 
diain  is  laid  through  a  street,  and  a  teiritory  is 
drain e a,  the  land  most  benefited  is  that  which  is 
low  anu  swamuy.  Under  the  present  ordinance 
that  low,  swampy  land,  being  the  cheaper  piece  in 
value, pays  the  cmiller  portion  of  the  expense — in 
other  words  the  land  most  benefited  pays  the 
least,  and  the  high  land,  which  is  most  valuable 
and  is  least  r.enefited,  pays  the  most.  For  that 
reason  the  citv  authorities  having  the  mattei  of 
se«vers  particularly  in  charge  are  cleaily  ot  the 
opinion  that  it  is  best  to  assess  the  expense  of 
sewers  according  to  the  area  of  the  land;  then  an 
acre  or  a  thousand  leet  will  pay  t^eir  just 
proportion;  an  acre  of  high  land,  which  is 
not  benefited,  will  not  have  to  pay  the  whole, 
and  an  acre  of  low  land,  which  is  benefited, 
will  not  be  let  off  by  paying  substantially  nothing. 
Moreover,  the  hying  down  of  this  rule  for  the 
assessment  of  the  expense  of  drains  will  simplify 
matters  very  much.  It  will  remove  the  cau°e  of  a 
great  many  disputes.  The  expense  is  now  as- 
sessed according  to  the  value  of  land,  about 
which  there  may  be  very  much  dispute,  oue  party 
thinking  his  land  is  assessed  too  high,  and  auoth- 
er  thinking  his  neighbor's  land  should  be  assessed 
higher  tiian  his.  Of  course,  if  you  reouce  the  as- 
sessment to  so  much  tor  a  certain  number  of 
square  feet,  that  can  be  computed  by  a  surveyor 
and  a  great  difficulty  will  be  aone  away  with. 

Mr.  Wilson  ot  Ward  12— I  would  inquire  if  it  is 
proposed  to  make  any  change  in  the  system  of 
assessment,  except  the  substitution  of  area  for 
value. 

Mr.  Crocker — If  the  gentleman  will  read  the  or- 
dinance reported  by  the  pommittee,  he  will  see 
vhat  it  proposes  to  strike  out  the  words  "exclusive 
of  any  buildings  or  improvements  thereon."  This 
is  rendered  necessary  by  the  other  change. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  have  not  given  this  matter  as 
much  attention  as  it  warrants,  but  I  make  the  in- 
quiry because  there  is  often  a  large  class  of  terri- 
tory which  is  not  diained  by  the  sewer  after  it  is 
constructed  and  I  he  se»er  leaves  more  water  on 
an  estate  tha  u  there  was  before,  and  yet  it  is  a 
fact,  established  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts, 
that  such  pi operty  is  benefited  and  liable  to  as- 
sessment. As  the  law  now  is  any  one  can  be 
taxed  for  a  sewer  if  it  goes  by  his  premises,  and 
the  assessment  is  accordi ng  to  value.  I  would 
ask  the  committee  it  the  present  amendmeut  will 
reach  such  a  case  as  that. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—  I  don't  know  what  the 
difficulty  is,  but  what  the  gentleman  suggests  may 
be  a  reason  lor  an  additional  amendment  to  the 
ordinance.  If  the  ge.  tleman  v  ill  introduce  au 
order  to  that  effect  the  committee  can  consider  it. 
The  ordinance  as  it  stands  now  is  that  they  shall 
assess  a  certain  portion  of  the  expense  upon  the 
persons'  estates  deriving  a  benefit  from  such  com- 
mon se»er.  Thf  law  does  not  authorize  the  as- 
sessment of  any  portion  of  the  expense 
except  on  land  .  beneficed,  and  the  only 
question  is  whether  the  laud  which  io  the  con- 
templation of  the  law  is  benefited  shall  pay  for  it 
accoraing  to  ito  value,  by  which  means  the  poor- 
est land,  and  the  land  benefited  most,  is  likely  to 
pay  the  least  ao.ioiuing  to  area.  1' thrre  is  any- 
thing in  the  gentlems.n's  suggestion,  as  I  am  una- 
ble to  see  at  the  present  time  to  give  any  definite 
opinion  on  that  point,  without  looking  ii  to  it,  and 
without  knowing  the  decision  to  which  he  refers, 
it  is  an  objection  that  applies  equally  to  tie  pres- 
ent law  in  its  present  state  and  to  the  law  as  it  is 
proposed  to  be  amended.  There  may  be  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  make  the  amendment,  but  it 
would  be  a  question,  so  far  as  it  goes,  though  per- 
haps it  does  not  cover  the  whole  case.  The  case 
is  covered  by  the  amendment  as  far  as  it  goes. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  possibly  may  not  be  re- 
membered—it will  be  by  some — that  when  this  or- 
der was  introduced  in  the  first  place  I  arose  in  my 
place  and  used  these  words:  "This  is  the  most  as- 
tonishing proposition  I  have  ever  heard  ma'Je  in 
the  City  Government."  I  merely  stated  then  that 
I  called  attention  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that 
when  they  should  report  the  ordinance  it  should 
be  one  well  guarded.    I  merely  stated  that,  but 


did  not  rise  to  object  to  the  reference.  Now  I 
find  the  proposition  made  was  crtainly  exceed- 
ingly unjust,  and  it  must  appear  more  and  more 
unjust  than  people  v.ould  at  fi.st  consider  it. 
Why,  sir,  what  does  this  contemplate?  "The  or- 
dinance in  relation  to  common  setters  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out,  in  the  twelfth 
line  ot  the  sixth  section,  the  word 
'value,'  and  inserting  in  the  place  thereof 
the  word  "area."  The  idea  seems  to  be  to  put  the 
assessment  not  upon  the  value  of  proper'ybut 
upon  the  area.  I  have  no  doubt  my  friend  is  in  ear- 
nest, and  honest,  and  means  to  do  just*wbat  is 
right,  but  it  seems  to  me,  to  use  the  old  rough 
phrase,  that  the  gentlemen  i;  jumping  out  ot  the 
frying  pan  into  the  fire,  and  it  seems  tome  lie 
must  so  undestand  it  when  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  it.  Ii  seems  to  me  it  would  operate  with 
very  great  hardship  upon  outlying  districts,  and 
it  seems  to  me  as  if  it  ought  o  be  recommitted 
for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  it  in  all  its  bear- 
mgs,  and  that  public  notice  should  be  given  of 
heatings  upon  the  subject.  Why,  I  am  surprised 
at  these  private  heariugs ;  and  I  have  a  mind  now 
to  refer  to  another  which  has  been  reported  upon 
this  evening— and  I  shall  at  the  proper 
time — aud  that  is  in  regard  to  an  order 
I  had  the  honor  to  introduce,  and  have 
never  heard  a  word  of  it  since— never  been 
notified  of  a  hearing,  and  yet  thev  have 
reported  upon  it  tonight.  Now,  I  say,  perhaps  my 
education  in  these  matters  has  been  very  much 
neglected,  but  I  Lave  had  some  little  experience; 
I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Legislature  year 
after  year,  and  I  have  never  yet  known, 
sir,  a  member  to  rise  in  his  place  aud  offer 
an  order  which  was  accepted  and  referred  to  a 
committee,  when  the  member  offering  it  had 
not  been  notified  to  appear  before  the  com- 
mittee and  state  the  reasons  for  offering  it. 
Now,  this  is  one  of  these  cases,  and  I  hope 
this  matter  will  be  referred  back  to  this 
honorable  Committee  upon  the  Judiciary,  in  order 
that  a  public  heaiing  may  be  had  upon  it,  such 
as  we  are  going  to  have  upon  the  great  uarket 
question  next  Monday.  The  people  ate  the  par- 
ties interested;  they  are  the  meu  v;ho  pay  these 
taxes.  Give  them  a  chance  to  come  up  here  ana 
state  their  grievances,  if  grievances  there  are.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  honorable  committee  will  be 
glad  to  hear  any  suggestions  that  may  be 
made.  I  do  not  at  this  stage  wish  to  move  a  re- 
committal, but  I  hope  the  committee  will  do  it 
themselves,  to  that  an  ordinance  may  be  report- 
ed that  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  people  who 
have  the  taxes  to  pay. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— Mr.  President,  the  only 
question  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
was  to  consider  the  expeciency  of  amending  si  c- 
tion  6  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  sewers,  so  that 
the  assessments  shall  oe  proportioned  to  the  area 
of  the  land  benefited,  instead  of  to  the  value  of 
the  land.  That  question  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances considered  and  have  reported  that  it  was 
expedient  to  pass  this  ordinance  to  make  that 
alte.atiou.  I  never  heard  ol  anybody  that  want- 
ed to  appear  before  the  committee,  ana  I  do  not 
think  there  was  any  occasiou  whatever  for  notify- 
ing the  public  that  there  was  a  hearing  on  that 
question.  The  public  are  an  attentive  body  and 
we  all  know  how  ready  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  is  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  public  at  large. 
It  seems  to  me  we  may  trust  him  to  set  that 
they  we  not  iu  dangei.  The  commitree  have  re- 
poitid  that  amendment  to  the  ordinance  they 
were  requested  to  make.  The  committee 
were  requested  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  this  particula  change,  and  they  have 
made  it,  and  a  gr°at  number  of  sewers  aie 
to  be  built  this  year,  ana  it  seems  to  me  desirable 
that  we  should  m.rke  the  assessments  for  these 
sewers  in  the  most  equitable  manner.  If  this 
matter  is  put  over,  all  these  assessments  for  this 
great  number  ot  seweis  will  be  made  under  the 
old  rule,  which,  I  think,  I  have  tried  to  show  is 
not  so  equitable  as  the  new  one  is  likely  to  be.  I 
do  not  claim,  no,  nor  can  claim,  that  any  rule  will 
work  absolute  justice,  but  1  think  it  must  be 
pate  t  to  members  of  the  Council  that  this  rule 
which  we  propose  will  work  justice  nore  nearly 
than  the  present  rule.  The  present  rule 
worked  very  well  in  the  thickly  s;-ttleu 
districts  in  general  cases,  like  the  original 
city  ot  Boston,  where  the  value  of  the  land  did 
not  vary  grvatly ;  but  when  you  come  to  a  place 
wheie  there  is  a  piece  of  five  acres  of  swamp,  and 
five  acres  of  upland,  right  alongside  of  each  other 
on  the  same  street,  it  is  evideut  that  there  will  be 
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a  very  great  difference  in  the  value  of  these  two 
pieces  of  land.  It  is  evident,  also,  tbat  the  build- 
ing of  a  sewer  may  improve  the  swamp  so  that  it 
will  be  as  good  as  the  high  land,  and  under  the 
present  rule  the  swamp  pays  nothing  and  the 
high  land  pays  tor  the  whole  drain  ;  the  highland 
pays  for  making  ihe  neighboring  lauo  as  good  as  it 
is,  which  is  plainly  an  unreasonable  result. 
It  seems  to  me  «e  may  take  the  experience 
of  the  Sewer  Departcceot,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent oE  Sewers  says  decidedly  that  tMs  would 
be  a  great  change  for  the  better  in  the  matter  of 
assessing  the  expense  of  sewers.  1  hope  the 
Council  will  think  proper  to  pass  this  ordinance 
tonight. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  IV  ,rd  9—1  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6,  that  it  is  probable  that  this 
change  might  make  the  assessments  somewhat 
more  equitable;  but  I  also  ihiuk  it  is  a  matter  of 
question  whether  it  is  the  aoost  equitable  mode. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  this  section  of  this  ordi- 
nance were  amended  so  as  to  provide  that  the  as- 
sessment should  be  proportionate  to  the  benefit 
derived^  it  would  be  more  equitable.  I  am 
aware  that  that  would  open  some  questions 
and  thst  it  would  make  more  trouDle  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers,  or  whoever  determined  the 
value  of  the  land,  than  it  would  to  calculate  the 
meie  number  of  square  feet  and  assess  so  many 
dollars  atid  cents  to  each  square  foot.  Bat  the 
question  we  have  to  consider  is,  which  is  the  most 
equitable  mode?  The  cases  are  not  preciselv  sim- 
ilar, but  it  seems  to  me  that  there  wouHl  be  no 
mors  difficulty  in  settling  this  thing  in  that  way 
than  there  is  to  settle  upon  the  betterments  aris- 
ing when  a  street  is  opened  or  widened.  And 
while  I  have  not  satisfied  myself  that  :his  is  the 
best  way,  it  strikes  me  that;  it  is  worthy  of  consid- 
eration,  whetbei  it  would  not  be  a  more  equitable 
mode  to  sav  that  assessments  shall  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  benefit  derived.  Tbat,  of  course,  would 
be  a  matter  of  investigation. 

Mr.  "Wilson  of  Ward  12 — In  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  erentleman  from  Ward  6,  I  desire  to  saythat 
the  Council  would  h.rdly  expect  one  not  a  mem- 
ber of  th-  Committee  oo  Ordinances,  having  ex- 
amined the  report,  to  have  the  audacity  to  rise 
and  volunteer  an  amendment  to  their  report, 
when  it  effects  so  delicate  a  matter  as  the  assess- 
ment for  sewers.  I  certainly  would  not  presume 
to  do  it;  and  although  I  thifk  th°  decision  of  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  bis  seat  is  worthy 
of  consideration,  and  that  his  pr  posed  method 
would  be  more  equitable  than  that  proposed  by 
the  committee,  I  take  no  exception  to  the  com- 
mittee; they  have  made  their  report,  and  it  is 
made  according  to  their  instructions.  1  simply 
suggest  that  there  aie  certain  difficulties  which 
I  have  seen  in  m  t  experience  of  twen- 
ty years.  I  cesire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  parties  owning 
large  areas  of  land  have  been  assessed  tor  sewers 
when  they  could  not  drain  their  land  into  them.  I 
have  mads  sewer  assessments  where  the  bottom 
of  the  sewer  was  a  foot  above  the  level  of  the 
premises  taxed  and  when  the  water  of  the  terri- 
tory could  not  be  turned  into  the  sewer  except  by 
artificial  means,  and  yet  legally  the  estate  was 
benefited  and  assessed,  and  the  estate  was  sold 
because  the  owner  was  stubborn  and  would  rot 
pay.  I  think  the  suggestion  of  the  last  gentleman 
is  a  proper  one— that  the  land  should  be  assessed 
according  to  the  benefit  derived.  Why,  I  have  at 
the  present  moment  in  my  mind  a  lot  of  land, 
twenty-five  or  thiity  acres  of  low  land, 
where  the  proprietors  kindly  and  liberally 
allowed  the  city  to  lay  a  sewer  through 
it.  They  had  their  own  private  means  of 
drainage,  and  the  drainage  was  sufficient  for  all 
their  purposes,  yet  today  the  place  is  a  nuisance, 
because  the  city  put  a  sewer  through  it.  The  es- 
tate is  benefited  according  to  the  law,  and  yet  a 
nuisance  exists  where  none  existed  before,  aud 
that  is  under  the  supervision  of  this  same  Sewer 
Department,  who  have  tried  their  hands  at  it 
twice,  and  have  spent  $30,000  or  $40,000,  and  it  is 
now  falling  to  pieces  and  must  be  rebuilt.  Now  I 
would  like  to  irquire,  in  all  sense  of  fair  play,  if  a 
burden  should  be  Tut  upon  the  people  who  hap- 

Fen  to  own  large  areas  of  these  low  laads? 
am,  fearful  Mr.  President,  without  any  cap- 
tious opposition  to  the  report  of  the  ccomittee, 
that  this  substitu  ion  of  the  little  word  "aiea"  for 
the  word  "value,"  is  going  to  relieve  the  city  of  val- 
uable pi  operty  when  we  desire  property,  and  bur 
den  of  building  sewers  on  large  aieasof  low  and 
valueless  land  that  cannot  be  drained,  simply  be- 
cause of  the  interpretation  of  the  law. 


Mr.  Peru  ins  of  Ward  16 — I  move  that  the  ordi- 
nance be  recommitte.d. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — if  gentlemen  are  de- 
sirous that  this  matter  should  he  recommitted,! 
don't  desire  to  object.  I  think,  however,  that  it 
ought  to  be  committed  with  some  further  instruc- 
tions. If  it  is  simply  recommitted  to  us  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  amending  this  section  as 
we  have  amended  it,  I  don't  know  what  we  can 
do  other  than  ieport  it  back  it  we  are  confined  to 
that  question,  if  the  gentleman  will  make  the 
amendment  so  as  to  have  some  other  question  for 
us  to  consider,  I  don't  desire  to  object  to  its  being 
recommitted,  but  it  would  seem  to  be  futile  to 
simply  recommit. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Waid  5 — I  am  sorry  to  trouble  the 
Council  with  so  much  talk,  but  I  think  in  this  I 
mav  be  excused ,  for  I  certaicly  called  attention 
to  the  order  when  it  was  ottered.  I  only  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  amending  the  motion  to  recommit 
by  adding  "with  ius-tructions  to  advertise  public 
hearings."  Sir,  the  importance  of  this  matter  is 
very  much  more  than  people  imagine  with  this  su- 
perficial idea  of  it.  I  would  not  say  so  much,  nor 
be  so  strenuous  about  it  if  1  did  not  feel  that  the 
oi  der  was  a  very  dai.gerous  one,  ur  just,  and  very 
unfavorable  to  the  owners  of  large  estates  in  csr- 
tam  p  aces.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  be  perfectly 
willing  to  accept  this  amendment,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  oe;  because  nothing  can  be  lost 
by  it.  What  can  be  lost  by  calling  the  attention 
of  the  people  to  their  own  interests?  That,  sir,  is 
a  democratic  rule  which  should  alwavs  govern 
every  legislative  body  of  this  irind  certainly.  I 
hope*  the  amendment  ior  puolic  hearings  will  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  would  li^s  to  know  if 
it  would  be  in  order  to  offer  another  amendment? 

The  President — Yes,  sir,  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Jaques — I  wish  ro  offer  an  amendment  that 
will  cover  the  suggestion  I  made  when  I  was  up 
before. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  offer  this 
amennmentto  the  motion  to  recommit;  to  add, 
"with  instructions  to  cousiderand  report  upon  the 
expediency  of  changmsr  the  basis  of  assessments 
for  sewers, so  that  they  may  be  made  according  to 
th£  benefits  derived." 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— That  is  the  amendment 
I  was  about  to  propose.  I  merely  asksd  to  have  it 
puc  in  because  it  seemed  to  me  a  public  heariug 
■would  be  unnecessary. 

The  Pre>ident— The  Chair  will  put  the  question 
first  upon  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  bote  the  amendment 
will  not  supersede  the  proposition  I  make.  I  want 
a  public  hearing,  Mr.  President,  to  be  given  on 
this  question.  The  public  own  the  land.  They 
own  the  pionertv,  sir.  They  have  no  private  in- 
terests to  subserve  aside  from  the  public  good. 
They  have  a  right  to  be  heard  upon  a  matter  as 
vital  as  this  to  their  interests.  There  certainly 
can  be  no  harm  in  it,  and  1  hope  the  amenumen't 
will  be  adopted. 

The  President — It  miy  be  well  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  Council  first  upon  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gsntleman  from  Ward  5,  that  public  heaiii  gs 
uuon  the  subject  under  discussion  be  given.  If 
there  is  no  objection  the  question  will  be  so  taken. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — 19  to  13. 

The  President— The  question  next  recurs  upon 
the  amendment  presented  by  the  geutleman  from 
Ward  12. 

Th?  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  order  as  amended,  and.  it  was  passed.  Sent 
up 

TKEMOXT-STREET  MALL. 

Mr.  Per'-nns  of  AVa-d  16 — I  move  to  take  tiom 
the  table  the  report  on  remonstrance  of  Abbott 
Lawrence  aud  others  against  the  construction  of 
»  curb  oi  any  other  similar  structure  along  Tre- 
mont-si  reef  mail .    (City  Doc.  No.  59.) 

The  ieport  was  takej  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Spraguejof  Ward  4 — I  desire  to  offer  au  order 
that  the  report  be  rteomtuiited. 

Ordered,  That  tie  report  of  the  Committee  en 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  legarding  the  con- 
struction of  a  curbstone  along  Trctuoi  t-street 
mall  be  recommitted,  and  that  the  committee  be 
requested  to  submit,  if  they  shall  find  it  expedi- 
ent, plaus  for  a  suitable  fence  ia  place  of  said 
curbstone  aud  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  same. 

Mr.  President,  I  had  the  honor  to  present  the 
remonstrance  upon  which  tins  revolt  is  based, but 
through  some  oversight  or  other.- ise.  without 
any    fault   on    the   part     of     the    committee.    1 
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failed  to  receive  any  notice  of  the  meeting:  of 
the  committee,  and  of  course  was  unable  to  notify 
some  of  the  remonstrants  who  w^re  expecting  to 
be  heard  in  regard  to  it,  and  who  believed  that 
there  might  be  a  fence  eiected  there  instead  of  a 
curbstone.  It  was  considered  that  it  woulJ  be  a 
better  protection  to  the  Common,  aud  at  the  same 
time  would  tend  less  to  injure  the  trees  on  the 
mall.  Therefore,  m  order  that  the  matter  may  be 
again  considered,  and  that  these  remonstrants 
may  be  heard,  and  as  I  beMeve  there  is  no  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, 1  desire  that  this  leport  may  he  recommitted: 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5— As  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  reference  has  beeu  made,  I  would 
simply  sav,  sir,  that  the  report,  as  it  will  be  seen, 
is  the  unanimous  report  ot  the  committee  on  this 
subject.  But,  nevertheless,  having  no  plans  of 
their  own,  and  no  private  opinion,  aud  no  desire 
to  do  anything  that  would  be  unjust  to  the  public, 
thev  are  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  matter  re- 
committed to  them  aud  give  it  another  bearing, 
so  that  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  may  appear 
before  the  committee  and  offer  such  suggestions 
as  they  have  to  make. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  move  to  amend  by 
adding  that  a  public  hearing  on  the  subject  be 
given. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  the  Council  will  excuse 
me — I  hate  to  be  so  prominent  here  this  evening— 
I  will  only  say  that  I  am  one  of  those  mer.  who 
are  in  favor  of  public  hearings  on  anvthing  tbat 
pertains  to  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
1  hope  the  amendment  will  be  adopted.  I  for  one 
shall  be  proud  to  have  the  public  come  before  me. 

The  older  was  amended  and  adopted  as  amend- 
ed.   Sent  up. 

FIRE  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — I  move  to  take  from  the 
table  the  report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  authority  to  appoint  £a  Fire  Inspector 
(City  Doc.  No.  39, 1875),  and  will  state  that  if  tbis 
is  done  I  shall  move  that  it  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, the  sense  of  the  Council  as  gathered  gen- 
erally seems  to  be  somewhat  opposed  to  it  and  I 
am  tired  of  seeing  it  befoie  me. 

The  report  was  taken  from  the  table  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

LAND  FORFEITED. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  move  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  to  declare  land  forfeited  to  the 
city  bv  Michael  Gertghty,  on  Hanover  street,  for 
breach  of  conditions.  I  understand  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  purposely  abandoned  it,  so  that  there 
is  no  other  course  left  to  the  city  except  to  pass 
the  order. 

The  oider  was  taken  trom  the  table  and  passed 
in  concurrence. 

THE  PUBLIC  PARK  BILL. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  10,000  copies  of  chapter  165  of  the 
acts  of  1875  be  printed  for  distribution  among  the 
citizens  who  are  required  to  vote  upon  its  accept- 
ance on  the  9th  day  of  June  next. 

Mr.  Shaw — This  is  the  usual  custom,  when  aDy 
matter  of  public  interest  is  to  come  up,  thar  the 
act  itself  snail  be  printed  and  distributed  among 
he  people,  so  that  they  may  know  its  provisions. 
It  seems  to  me  an  absoiuto  necessity. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Peabotiy  of  Ward  9—1  tbmk  I  never  before 
voted  for  such  a  large  number  of  copies  of  any 
document  for  distribution,  and  I  would  like  to  in- 
quire of  my  fiiend  from  Ward  5  it  the  number  is 
not  considered  to  be  beyond  what  we  are  in  the 
habit  of  distributing? 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — In  answer  to  my  friend 
from  Ward  9,  I  can  only  say  that  the  order  was 
sent  to  me  by  the  City  Clerk,  who  asked  me  to  pre- 
sent it  to  the  Council  tonight.  He  said  to  me  that 
he  was  preparing  matters  for  the  acceptance  of 
the  act.  It  had  been  passed  by  the  Legislature 
and  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  the  next 
step  is  for  tbo  matter  to  go  before  the  people. 
Tne  peoole  »ant  to  know  what  the  act  is  upon 
which  they  are  to  vote,  and  the  number  is  not  ex- 
traordinary. There  are  60,000  voters  in  Boston, 
and  10,000  copies  is  none  too  many.  I  hope  public 
attention  will  be  called  io  it  thereby,  and  that  a 
large  popular  vote  will  be  given  here,  and  that 
the  peoole  may  understand  what  this  matter  is, 
that  they  may  know  the  merits  of  the  bill,  the 
provisions  upon  which  they  are  to  vote,  ana  that 
they  may  vote  understandingly.  I  believe  in  giv- 
ing i be  people  the  best  information  it  is  possible 
f-ir  us  to  give  them,  so  that  when  they  go  to  the 
polls  they  may  vote  understaudingly. 


Mr.  docker  of  Ward  6-1  would  suggest  that  it 
is  probably  noi  a  matter  ot  any  great  expense.  I 
suppose  the  act  will  be  printed  upo.i  one  side  of  a 
sheet  of  paper,  and  there  will  bi  no  folding,  bind- 
ing or  stitching,  or  anvthing  of  that  kind.  When 
the  type  is  set  there  will  be  little  difference  in 
having  1000  or  10,000  printed.  It  will  require  but 
itue  paper. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

BOATS   IN  PUBLIC-GARDEN  POND. 

Mr.  Cushing  of  Ward  4  submitted  a  report  of 
the  Joint  Committee  ou  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  on  the  petition  of  T.  A  Splaine  for  per- 
mission to  let  boats  ou  the  Public  Garden  pond, 
which  was  recommitted  to  the  committee,  that 
during  the  past  seven  years  the  privilege  of  plac- 
ing boats  on  this  p-md  had  been  awarded  to  Rob- 
ert Poget,  aud  pievious  to  the  application  of  the 
petitionerthe  privilege  hid  been  awarded  to  him 
for  the  present  year.  It  had  beeu  suggested  that 
the  niaXtei  should  be  open  to  competi- 
tion, and  that  tbe  city  would  thereby 
deiive  a  revenue  from  it.  To  the  com- 
mittee it  seemed  that  if  the  piesent  prices 
charged  were  more  than  sufficient  to  furnish  a 
reasonable  and  proper  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vice? rendered  it  wo'jld  be  better  to  reduce  them, 
and  thereby  give  to  the  poor  children  more  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  enjoyment  than  to  pro- 
mote competition  by  which  a  trifling  turn  would 
be  secured  to  the  city  treasury  and  the  business 
done  in  a  less  satisfactory  manner.  Since  the 
report  was  recommitted  the  committee  had 
received  petitions  very  numerously  signed 
by  persons  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
pond,  asking  that  Robert  Paget  might  retain  his 

Srivilege  to  place  boats  there,  and  stating  that,  be 
ad  invested  all  his  caoital  in  the  boats  upon  the 
pond,  a>d  that  the  state  of  his  health  is  such  tbat 
he  cannot  engage  in  any  other  business;  that  he 
has  been  uuiformly  faithful  to  his  trust  and  care- 
ful of  th=  children  who  use  his  boats.  Under  the 
circumstances  the  committee  felt  justified  in  le- 
questing  that  their  former  report  (leave  to  with- 
draw) on  the  petition  of  T.  A.  Splaine  be  accepted. 
The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  EAST  BOSTON  MURDER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  the  mo- 
tion to  indefinitely  postpone  the  order  for  a  re- 
ward of  $1000  tor  the  detection  and  apprehension 
of  the  murderer  of  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Bingham 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Air.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  hoped  the  order  would 
not  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  thought  the 
honor  of  the  city  obliged  them  to  pass  it.  That 
S1000  scould  be  paid.'to  whomsoever  it  belonged, 
which  can  be  ascertained  by  investigation.  If  no 
one  is  entitled  to  it,  no  one  will  get  it.  A  reward 
$500  has  been  offered  in  another  case,  and  if  this 
is  not  passed,  what  encouragement  will  parties 
have  to  give  information  to  the  police? 

Mr.  Tha^her  of  Ward  15  said  the  order  was 
passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  was  never 
advertised  in  the  papers.  One  of  the  Aldermen 
moved  a  reconsideration ,  but  it  came  up  here  and 
was  laid  on  the  table.  Two  weeks  later  he  had 
m?.de  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone,  haying 
taken  the  pains  to  ascertain  that  the  reward  had 
not  been  offered.  The  money  cannot  be  paid  to 
the  police,  as  there  are  three  decisions  against  it. 
The  only  publication  in  regard  to  it  was  a  state- 
ment m  the  papers  that  the  Aldermen  had  passed 
the  order. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9  inquired  if  it  was  n't  a 
fact  that  the  murderer  was  apprehended  previous 
to  the  offering  of  the  reward. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  W»rd  6  said  it  was  generally  be- 
lieved that  the  murderer  of  Mrs.  Bingham  had 
beeu  arrested,  and  this  is  an  order  to  pay  for  in- 
formation to  secure  his  arrest.  It  did  n't  seem 
well  to  him  to  offer  the  reward  after  the  work  is 
all  done.  We  offer  rewards  for  things  to  be  done, 
not  for  those  tbat  have  been  done. 

Mr.  Cawley  said  if  nobody  deserved  it  nobody 
would  get  it.  He  had  seen  the  reward  offered  in 
the  papers  and  it  was  so  understood  by  tbe  pub- 
lic, though  technically  it  was  not  offered,  because 
it  had  not  passed  through  tbis  branch.  There  are 
others  besides  the  police  who  claim  this  money, 
and  a  committee  can  ascertain  who  is  entitled 
to  it. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  tbe  notice  in  the  papers  was 
not  official,  any  mce  thaa  would  be  an  order  for 
a  committee  to  procure  plans  for  a  schoolhouse 
be  a  notice  to  architects  to  bring  m  plans. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  said  no  one  would  have 
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thought  of  objecting  to  the  older  if  the  man  had 
n't  been  previously  arrestedd. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  thought  the  question 
ought  to  be  investigated,  arid  he  moved  to  iefer  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5  thought  the  order  should 
be  disposed  of,  and  then  if  any  one  has  a  claim  he 
can  present  it  in  the  form  of  a  petition  and  he  will 
be  heard.  It  his  claim  is  right  he  will  get  bis 
money. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  thought  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  keeping  the  good  faith  of  the  city.  Al- 
though be  was  at  first  opposed  to  offering  a  re- 
ward, as  it  bad  been  done  he  hoped  the  order 
would  be  passed.  It  is  a  small  bole  for  the  city  of 
Boston  ro  crawl  out  of.  If  any  one  is  entitled  to 
the  reward  be  should  have  it. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  did  n't  believe  m  goiag 
back  on  any  proposition  made  by  the  city,  and  he 
agre&d  with  Mr.  Ciocker's  view.  If  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims  it  will  cause  a  scramble. 
If  a  petition  is  presented  it  will  receive  respectful 
consideration,  and  that  seems  to  be  the  true  mode 
of  procedure. 

Mr.  Brackett  withdrew  the  nivtion  to  refer,  he 
acknowledging  the  force  of  Mr.  Peabody's  sug- 
gestion. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed  in  non- 
concurrence. 

CTTY  REGISTRAR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmote  of  Ward  4  offered  an  order  for  a 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  City  Registrar's 
Deoartment  to  consist  of  two  Aldermen  and  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  and  explained 
that  it  was  intended  to  supersede  the  order  of- 
fered at  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  raised  the  point  that 
to  pass  such  an  order  would  require  an  amend- 
ment of  the  joint  rules. 

The  President  ruled  tbe  point  well  taken  and 
that  the  order  could  not  be  entertained. 


SEWING  MACHINES  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Thacber  of  Waro  15  called  for  a  report  from 
tbe  joint  special  committee  to  investigate  the  use 
of  sewing  machines  at  the  public  institutions,  and 
Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  the  report  would  be 
ready  for  presentation  next  week ;  it  was  now  in 
the  bands  of  tbe  Clerk  of  Committees. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  new 
draft  of  the  charter  was  specially  assigned  lcr  9% 
P.  M.  on  Thursday  evening  next 

PERMITS  FOR  BURIALS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the  or- 
der for  a  joint  committee  to  report  what  action  is 
necessaty  to  define  the  duties  of  the  City  Regis- 
trar and  the  Board  of  Health  was  taken  from  tbe 
table. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Waru  9  moved  to  amend  so  that 
tbe  Committee  on  Ordinances,  instead  of  a  joint 
special  committee,  should  consider  tbe  subject 
and  report. 

Mr.  Whitmote  inquired  what  the  effect  of  such 
a  reference  uould  be. 

Mr.  Jaques  thought  the  reasons  for  the  refer- 
ence were  obvious,  tbaugb  he  did  n't  propose  to 
enlarge  upou  them  unless  it  was  necsssiry. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  be  would  make  no  objection 
if  the  wbole  subject  was  to  be  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  Jaques  submitted  bis  amendment  in  the 
following  form: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
consider  and  report  if  any  action  is  necessary  to 
define  the  duties  of  tbe  City  Registrar  and  Board 
ot  Health. 

Mr.  Shaw  exptessedthe  desire  that  Mr.  Whit- 
more sbould  go  through  with  this  matter,  as  be 
had  introduced  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Jaques  was  adopted, 
and  the  order  passed.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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BOA.RD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    19,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Forty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  tbe  April 
term  of  the  Superior  Court  (First  Session),  and 
sixty  for  the  April  term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court. 

EXECUTIVE    NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Agents  of  the  city  to  take  the  Decennial  Census 
—Albert  Oilman,  Pierce  A.  Doherty,  Lewis  F. 
"Wentworth,  Albert  F.  Poole,  Charles  J.  Roath, 
Frank  G.  Merriam. 

Public  Weigher— Thomas  Dillon. 

Weigher  of  Coal — Adam  H.  Gibby. 

Special  Police  Officers— Joseph  W.  Noble  and 
twenty  others. 

ORDERS   OF  NOTICE. 

The  orders  of  notice  concerning  the  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  in  Highland  and  Orchard 
stieet  and  Dorchester  avenue ;  and  the  petition  of 
W.  S.  Eaton,  for  an  engine  and  boiler  on  Monks's 
wharf,  were  considered,  and  no  one  appearing  to 
object,  they  were  severally  recommitted. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Charlestown  An- 
tique Association,  for  leave  to  parade  on  June  17, 
from  4  to  8  A.  M.,  with  police  escort. 

David  H.  Blaney,  that  the  horses  belonging  to 
the  police  department  of  East  Boston  be  stabled 
near  the  station  house. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Francis  W.<  Mitchell,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  cellar  below  grade  at  corner  of  Shawinut 
avenue  and  Northampton  street. 

C.  M.  Beckler,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses  on  Ea^f  Sevtnth  street,  No. 
590;  also,  petition  of  William  S.Locke  and  thir- 
teen others,  in  aid  of  same;  also,  lemonstiance  of 
Warren  S.Beal  and  eighteen  others,  against  same. 

J.  Howes  Oyer,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Ana  wan  avenue, 
near  Beach  street,  Ward  17. 

P.  W.  Steger,  for  leave  to  occupy  au  old  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Pearl  street,  No.  23, 
Charlestown. 

George  R.  Fowler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Elliot  street, 
Ward  17. 

H.  W.  Jordan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Allstou  street,  Ward  19. 

Hill  &  Rice,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  irou  stable 
tor  100  horses  on  India  street,  corner  Atlantic  ave- 
nue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Elizabeth  Robin- 
son et  al.,  to  be  paid  adequate  damages  for  land 
taken  tor  sewer  purposes  on  Dudley  street. 

John  G.  Tappan  et  al.,  for  a  new  sewer  at  the 
westerly  end  of  Ashburton  place. 

Aaron  D.  Williams,  attorney,  et  al.,  that  sewers 
be  constructed  in  Howard  and  Gerard  streets,. 
Roxbmy. 

Ralph  Haskin«  et  al., for  a  sewer  in  Savin,  Tupe- 
lo and  Quincy  streets. 

Mark  R.Wendell  et  al.,  for  a  drain  in  Green- 
ough  avenue. 

George  Haynes  ct  al.,  that  drainage  be  provided 
for  the  territory  bounded  by  Washington,  River, 
Temple  and  Saiiford  streets,  Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  W.  Derby,  for  additional  award  for 
land  damages  onHanovei  avenue. 

Dennis  Nolan  and  Jeremiah  Crowley,  for  as- 
sessment of  damages  on  Account  ot  taking  of 
land  by  the  Boston,'  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Rail- 
road Company. 

J,  D.  &  L.  C.  Rienliard,  for  additional  com- 
pensation fot  laud  damages  on  Bowdoin  stieet, 
Waid  16. 

Michael  Geraghty,  fo:  compensation  for  wid- 
ening Lincoln  street,  Bughton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  R.  Greene  et  al.,  for  the  removal  ot  two 
trees  trom  295  Warren  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Co.  D, 
First  Infantry,  for  alterations  and  improvements 
of  their  armorv. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.    George  H.  Chess- 


man, for  leave  to  transfer  his  undivided  half  of 
lease  of  stalls  87-89  Faneuil  Hall  Market  to  Charles 
W.  Hall. 

To  the  Committee  on  faneuil  Hall.  National 
Lancers,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  June  14  for  cel- 
ebration ot  their  anniversary. 

To  the  Joint  .Committee  on  Streets.  Herbert 
Bent,  for  appointment  as  Superintendent  of  East- 
ern-avenue Bridge. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  Otis  H.  Weed,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  situated  on  Culvert  stieet, 
Ward  15. 

J.  J.  Williams,  f  oi  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Soring  street,  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  D.  F.  Flagg  & 
Co.  et  al.,  that  Eudicott  street,  between  Hanover 
and  Cross  streets,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

E.  A.Pierce  et  al.,  for  compensation  for  grade 
damages  or  abatement  of  betterments.  Union 
street,  Brighton. 

Charles  B.  Peabody,  for  grade  of.  Harrison  ave- 
nue, near  Perry  street. 

Henry  B.  Hill  et  al.,  that  portions  of  Border 
street  be  paved. 

Johu  Murphy,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  514  to  522  Main  street,  Charlestown. 

Oxnard  Sugar  Refinery  et  al.,  for  extension  of 
their  pipe  on  Atlantic  avenue. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
construct  a  curved  track  at  corner  of  Milk  and 
Washington  strt  ets. 

Samuel  H.  Smith,  for  leave  to  place  a  lamp  post 
in  sidewalk,  80  Tremont  street. 

Joseph  Ham.  for  edgestones  in  Marcella  street. 

Michael  Hounhau,  fer  brick  sidewalk  67  and  69 
P  street. 

Jesse  Holbrook,  tor  brick  sidewalk  40  Wood- 
bine street. 

Horatio  Harris  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Walnut  avenue, 
Roxbury. 

Hoi  ace  M.  Sargent,  for  brick  sidewalk,  Emerson 
street,  corner  of  Third. 

Bridget  O'Rorke,  for  brick  sidewalk  776  ana  778 
Parker  street. 

Bridget  Kennington,  for  brick  sidewalk  254 
Third  street. 

Michael  Lonergan,  for  brick  sidewalk  256  Third 
street. 

Edward  M.  Skinner,  for  edgestones  in  Centre 
street.  Ward  17. 

Susan  Ann  Hewes,  for  edgestones  9  Alpine 
stieet. 

Heury  Burbeck  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
Forest  street.  Ward  14.  be  paved  with  brick. 

Edward  N.  Perkins  et  al.,  that  Perkins  street. 
Ward  17,  be  sprinkled  by  the  city. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany et  al.,  that  some  street  railway  company  be 
authorized  to  run  cars  to  the  foot  of  High  street. 

D.  F.  Flagg  et  al.,  that  Salem  street,"  from  Par- 
menter  to  Hanover  street,  be  repaved  with  granite 
blocks. 

Order  from  Committee  on  County  Buildings,  to 
provide  water  closets,  etc.,  for  Municipal  Court 
rooms  in  Brighton,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  (1000, 
Passed. 

Order  to  inaeidiuiize  and  lay  sidewalks  on 
Thomas  aud  Bidv  r  street,  Ward  17.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  and  set  edge- tones  on 
Fifth  street,  from  P  to  Q  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  set  ertgestone-  and  pave  Athens  street 
with  wood,  from  A  to  B  street,  §4000.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  and  set  edgestones  on 
Sea  veins  avenue,  from  Centre  to  Kim  street,  in 
Ward  17.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  andstt  edgestones  on  Eliot 
street  from  Pond  to  Centre.  W  aid  17.     Passed  . 

Order  to  appropriate  §165  towards  the  expeuse 
of  sprinkling  First  street,  from  the  railroad  to  E 
street.    Passed. 

Order  to  appropriate  §1000  towards  the  expanse 
of  sprinkliug  Warren  street,  from  Dudley  street  to 
Grove  Hall.'   Passed. 

Order  to 'ppropriate  §200  towards  the  expense 
of  sprinkling  Blue  Hill  aveuue,  from  Dudley  to 
Clifford  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  allow  P.  R.  Guiuey.  Regis- 
ter of  Probate.  §139,  for  extra  clerical  services  in 
his  department.    Passed. 

Orders  to  pay  tor  land  damages— German  Meth- 
odist Church.  §402.  Shawmut  avenue;  William  and 
Augustus  Bacon,  §3052.  Shawmut  avenue:  heirs 
of  Daniel  Dowd,  (2767.80,  Eustis  aud  Magazine 
streets;  India  wharf,  §112,166,  Atlantic  avenue. 
Severally  passed. 

Order   to   pay    George   W.    Maun,  §1167.75,  for 
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Corey-street  land  damages.    Laid  on  the  table,  on 
motion  of  A!  del  man  tons, 

PAPERS     KltOM    THE  COMMON    COUNCIL    FOB    CON- 
CUURENCE. 

Oide>  to  authorize  the  Cochituate  Water  Hoard 
to  submit  its  annual  leport  in  print.    Passed. 

The  order  for  the  purchase  of  ciu.it  street- 
swi  ci.ing  machines,  at  not  exceeding  $400  each, 
came  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 
Concutrad. 

Order  to  print  5000  copies  of  chapter  90  of  acts 
of  1875  (the  liceuse  lav).    Passed. 

Order  to  print,  for  u-e  of  citizens,  10.000  copies 
of  diaper  185  of  acts  of  1875  (the  public-par'  act), 
to  be  voted  upon  on  June  i).    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Streets  to  procure  plans 
and  estimates  for  the  coostruot'on  ot  bridges  over 
Boston  &  Providence  and  Hoston  &  Albany  rail- 
road-, in  extension  of  West  Chester  paik.  Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Overseers  of  Treasuiy 
referrii  g  to  Committee  on  the  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment the  subject  of  the  loan  to  th  j  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  of  the  Brighton  tax  hooks.     Accepted. 

The  report  of  tin-  Com  nittee  on  the  Common, 
on  the  petition  of  Abbott  Lawreuce  et  al.,  (City 
Document  No.  59.)  recommending  the  construc- 
tion ot  a  granite  curb  along  Tretuont-street  mall, 
came  up  recommitted,  with  ihe  lequest  that  said 
committee,  it  deemed  expedient,  report  a  plan 
for  a  fence,  and  that  a  pablic  hearing  be  given  up- 
on the  subi&Ct.    Concurred. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Library  on  peti- 
tio.i  ot  M.  I'.  Wilder  et  al.  (City  Document  No.  40), 
with  order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report 
an  ordinance  to  establish  a  commission,  to  be 
termed  "Record  Commissioners,"  .  ho  shall  col- 
lect such  facts  as  will  tend  to  complete  the  records 
of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  this  city  prior 
to  1849;  provided  that  said  commissioners  shall 
incur  l.o  expense  or  debt  on  behalf  ot  the  city 
without  a  vote  of  the  City  Council.  Orders  passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Census,  etc.,  to  report 
what  ui(  asures,  if  any,  can  be  taken  to  obtain 
st  ttistus  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  this 
city.    Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Common  granting  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  T.  A.  Splain  for  per- 
mission to  take  ch^ige  of  the  boats  on  toe  Public 
Garden  pond.    Accepted. 

A.Q  crdinau.ee  to  amend  the  ordinance  i  plating 
to  seweis,  so  that  assessments  mav  be  based  on 
the  area  rather  than  on  the  value  of  land  benefit- 
ed, came  up  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  with  instt  actions  to  reconsider  the 
basis  of  assessments,  and  to  give  a  public  bearing 
on  the  subject.  The  Hoard  concurred  m  i  he  re- 
committal, with  n  amend o  ent  to  the  instruc- 
tions, on  motion  of  Alderman  Quiucy,  by  adding 
the  words  "it  they  deem  expedient."  AJderinan 
Quincy  desired  that  some  reasons  should  be  given 
by  the  other  branch  why  a  public  hearing  should 
be  had  on  this  subjeci,  which  would  be  done  if 
the  Council  voted  to  adhere.    Sent  down. 

The  o  tier  for  the  Committee  on  Treasury  De- 
partment to  nominate  a  Collector  of  Taxes  came 
up  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  the  nomination 
of  Trea-  urer  also.    Concuirsd. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Claims  that  a  settle- 
ment had  been  made  with  Sarah  M.  Bemis  for  the 
sum  i  f  $500.    Accepted. 

A  repo it  aud  orders  from  Committee  on  Noith- 
aropton-street  District  authorizing  the  payment 
to  Phineas  E.  Gay  of  $23,000,  tor  work  done  on 
Suffolk-street  District,  came  up  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Alderman  Harris — Is  there  a  parallel  case  where 
parties  having  sued  the  city,  the  matter  having 
been  referred  to  an  auditor  and  he  having  decided 
in  favor  of  th  city  in  spit?  of  that  decision  the 
committee  deemed  it  advisable  to  recommend  the 
payment  of  near' y  $23,000?  I  want  to  know  if 
there  is  a  precedent  for  such  action.  I  must  con- 
fess that  with  my  ideas  of  justice  it  seems  to  be 
unwarranted. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  am  not  aware  that  there 
is  any  precedent  tor  revising;  the  action  of  an  au- 
ditor appointed  by  the  court;  but  the  character  of 
the  evidence  relied  on  by  the  city  is  such  that  the 
Assistaut  City  Solicitor, who  has  charge  of  the  case, 
is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  a  settlement  would 
better  be  made  upon  the  terms  arrived  at  by  the 
committee  and  by  Mr.  Gay.  The  evidence  is  of 
such  a  character  that  he  thinks  it  would  .iot  be 
advisable  for  the  city  to  go  before  a  iuiy  upon  it. 

Alderman  Harris— Will  the  gentleman  please 
state  the  auditor's  name  who  decided  in  favoi  of 
the  city? 


Alderman  Stebbins— I  don't  know  that;  can;  I 
have  an  impiession  that  it  was  Judge  Parmeuter. 

Alderman  Powei — I  am  informed  that  Judge 
Paine  was  the  auditor  in  this  case,  au<>  it  seems  to 
me  that  on  such  authority  tins  Government  ought 
to  stand  by  the  decision.  But  as  this  mattei  is  to 
come  before  us  again,  and  as  we  will  then  have 
an  opportunity  to  talk  upon  it,  I  don't  propose  to 
opeu  the  subj  ct  tod;y.  Meantime  we  can  get 
more  information  upon  it. 

Alt  erman  Stebbins — When  the  case  was  heard 
by  the  auditor,  the  plaintiff  was  not  allowed  to  go 
into  the  nature  <*nd  character  of  the  evidence. 
The  a/ties  then  employed  by  the  city  are  not  now 
in  thie  employ  of  the  city — neither  the  Engineer  nor 
his  assistant': — and  there  ate  certain  things  in  the 
testimony  winch  would  make  it  undesirable  to  go 
before  a  jury.  Ihe  committee  are  strongly  of  the 
opinion,  after  a  long  negotiation  «nd  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  case,  that  it  would  better  be 
settled. 

Alderman  it  iris— How  long  has  this  claim  been 
p».uling? 

Alderman  Stebbins— About  three  vfars,  I  think. 

The  Bo  rd  i  "...  urred  va  the  reference. 

Report  and  order  to  strengthen  the  flo  >r  and 
roofot  Faneuil  Hall  Building,  at  an  estimated 
cost  'if  $2600.    Passed. 

Ordei  to  construct  an  addition  to  the  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Francis  strei  I.  at  a  <  OSt  ot  $20,000. 

Aldermen  Prescott  moved  to  lay  the  order  on 
the  tabl-,  stating  as  a  reason  that  while  th«  dis- 
trict committee  were  in  favor  of  tae  adoition, 
some  of  the  parents  living  in  that  sec i ion  object 
to  the  location,  and  that  that  is  rot  the  proper 
place  to  furnish  the  accommodations..  He  had 
been  much  engaged  on  other  matters  and  desired 
a  week  in  order  to  investigate  the  .natter. 

Alderman  Worthing  ton  did  i  ot  object  to  allow- 
ing a  week  for  investigation,  but  tins  eul.ri.  ement 
was  desirable  at  as  eariy  a  day  as  possible  this 
year.  (Juite  a  uumber  of  scholars  had  been  col- 
onized in  that  district,  a  id  it  should  nor  continue. 
It  is  as  near  the  centre  of  the  district  as  can  be. 
He  movtd  to  specially  assign  the  ordei  for  half- 
past  five  o'clock  P.  M.  next  Monday. 

Aldei  man  Prescott  did  not  make  the  motion  to  ta- 
ble to  cause  relay,  but  he  desired  to  be  well  inform- 
ed, as  accusations  of  extravagance  io  regard  to  the 
building  of  schoolhouses  had  been  made  by  some 
of  ihe  press. 

The  order  was  specially  assigoed  to  5y2  P.  M.  on 
Monday. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  inquire 
and  report,  if  action  is  necessary  to  define  the 
dunes  of  the  City  Registiar  and  the  Board  ot 
Health  relating  to  burial  peiniits. 

Alderman  worthington  moved  to  amend  the 
order  by  adding  "and  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  placing  the  City  Registrar  in  charge  of  the 
Board  of  Health." 

Alderman  Steobins— I  hope  the  am^udment  will 
not  be  adopted,  for  this  res-son:  Th-  City  Regis- 
trar is  appointed  by  virtue  of  a  statute  law  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  to  place  him  in  charge  of  an- 
other department  it  wi*l  be  nece  su'y  to  go  to  tbe 
Legislatur;,  which,  lam  happy  to  say,  has  about 
adjourned  this  afternoon.  The  Board  ot  Health 
are  governed  more  by  the  city  ordinances  than  by 
statute  law,  and  therefore  the  amendment  would 
amount  to  nothing,  because  do  action  could  be 
taken  until  the  next  Legislature.  Meantime,  here 
is  an  exigency  which  must  be  met  now. 

Aldetman  Wotthiugton— I  have  been  told  on 
good  authority  that  such  is  not  the  case,  and,  al- 
though a  State  officer,  the  City  Registrar,  for  all 
the  purposes  of  ihe  city,  can  be  placed  under 
charge  ol  the  Board  of  Health.  My  amendment 
is  for  the  committee  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  so  doing,  and  if,  on  application  to  the  City  So- 
licitor, it  should  be  found  that  we  canuot  control 
him,  that  will  be  an  end  of  my  amendment.  I 
want  to  know  the  fact,  by  authority,  whether 
there  is  any  obstacle  in  the  law  of  the  State  to 
placing  the  Registrar  in  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Alderman  Stebbins — If  the  gentleman  will  in- 
troduce a  separate  order,  and  cot  embarrass  this 
one  by  such  an  amendment,  1  shall  be  happy  to 
vote  for  it.  Let  us  have  such  an  order,  aDd  we 
can  consider  it  at.  length  duringthe  summer,  in 
season  for  the  next  Legislature.  The  present  exi- 
gency requires  immediate  action. 

Aldermsn  Worthlngton — I  cannot  see  that  tbe 
amendment  interfeies  with  that.  It  will  be 
a  part  of  their  duty  to  consider  the  subject; 
if  it  is  found  to  'ie  illegal,  then  it  will 
be   dropped.     It   is   simply   an   additional  duty 
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tor  the  committee,  and  does  not  interfere 
with  the  labor  imposed  by  the  order  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.  I  should  object  to  introducing 
a  special  order  for  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject during  the  summer,  as  we  already  have  busi- 
ness enough. 

The  amendment  was  adopted — 6  for,  5  against — 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Sent  dowD 
for  concurrence  m  the  amendment. 

Report  -  nd  order  to  permit  the  Boston  Typo- 
graphical Uniou  No.  13,  and  others,  to  hold  a  con- 
vention in  rhe  Common  Council  Chamber,  for  five 
days  (June  7-11). 

Alderman  Prescott  was  opposed  to  passing;  this 
order,  because  it  would  be  establishing  a  prece- 
dent in  regard  to  letting  rooms  in  City  Hall.  If 
this  permit  is  granted  he  oid  not  see  how  they 
could  refuse  to  give  the  hall  to  any  one.  Hart  he 
been  present  at  the  committee  meeting  he  should 
have  put  in  a  minority  repoit.  He  had  as  yet 
heard  no  good  argument  in  favor  of  granting  it. 
He  quoted  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward 
9  in  the  Common  Council,  and  said  he  thought  it 
would  establish  a  bad  precedent.  The  hall  had 
been  refused  to  the  school  superintendents  of 
New  England,  aud  it  is  well  understood  that  the 
city  will  not  grant  it  except  for  meetings  connect- 
ed with  the  City  Government.  He  intended  no 
disrespect  for  the  members  of  the  Union,  or  the 
signers  of  the  petition,  and  his  only  reason  for 
opposition  was  ibe  bad  precedent  it  would  es- 
tablish. 

Alderman  O'Biien  said  that  in  1859  the  hall  was 
granted  to  these  representatives  of  the  newspa- 
per press  trom  all  parts  of  the  country  who  met  in 
convention,  and  after  the  lapse  cf  ?ome  sixteen 
years  they  are  to  meet  here  in  June,  and  it  was 
not  thought  out  of  place  to  repeat  the  courtesy. 
He  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  precedent  for  this  or- 
ganization. The  members  oi  the  convention  will 
be  young  printers  who  areiu  all  humao  probabili- 
ty to  be  the  future  reporters,  editors  and  mana- 
gers of  the  press  of  the  country,  and  it  is  rather  to 
impress  them  than  to  set  a  precedent.  All  know 
what  an  immense  influence  the  press  h?.s,  for 
good  or  evil,  and  as  representatives  of  that  power 
it  would  not  be  out  of  place  for  the  City  Council 
to  allow  them  to  hold  a  few  short  sessions  in  City 
Hall. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  Bible,  Charitable 
and  hundreds  of  other  societies  which  meet  here 
represent  all  the  States  in  the  Union.  If  it  is  to 
be  the  policy  of  the  City  Government  to  grant  the 
hall  to  members  of  the  press,  why  should  itnot  be 
granted  to  others?  He  would  be  happy  to  voce  to 
allow  them  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall,  which  could 
be  obtained  at  a  slight  expense. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  a  id  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed — yeas  7,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark.  Harris,  O'Brien,  Pope, 
Quincy,  Viles,  Woitbington  —  7. 

Nays  —  Aldermen  Burrage,  Power,  Prescott, 
Stebbius — 4. 

BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNX  RAILROAD. 

AboDd  tor  $20,000  was  received  from  the  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad,  for  payment  of 
damages  to  the  city  of  Boston  for  land  taken  for 
ferry  pu- poses. 

Aldernian  Power  asked  whether  the.  Board  had 
any  power  to  pass  upon  the  question,  for  if  they 
had  they  ought  to  know  something  more  about 
whether  the  city  is  liable  for  the  piopertythe 
company  intend  to  take. 

Alderman  StebbiDS  said  the  road  intend  to  take 
a  small  strip  of  land  known  as  Belcher  pUce,  and 
they  are  required  by  law  to  give  bonds  that  they 
will  pay  for  the  land  taken,  when  the  price  shall 
have  been  determined.  The  land  is  in  charge  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  he 
moved  the  reference  of  the  bond  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  would  be  best  for  the 
city  and  tne  company  to  agree  upon  a  price, 
though  he  did  n't  believe  they  hart  "the  money  to 
pay  for  it.  The  land  has  beeu  kept  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  main  sewer  which  runs  under  it,  and  it 
is  of  more  importance  than  might  at  first  be  sup- 
posed. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  if  the  bond  had  been 
approved  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Stebbius  said  it  was  n't  necessary,  as 
the  law  only  required  the  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Railroad'  Commissioners,  which  is  affixed  to 
the  bond. 

Alderman  Bui  rage  asked  if  they  had  examined 
into  it,  or  merely  took  the  word  of  the  company. 

Alderman  Stebbins  did  not  know;  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  would  look  into  that. 


The  bond  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.    Sent  down. 

COMMUNICATIONS  AND  REPORTS  FROM  CITY  OFFI- 
CERS. 

School  Committee.  Requests  for  the  use  of 
Tremont  Temple  for  annual  exhibition  of  English 
High  School;  and  for  a  new  piimary  schoolhouse 
in  the  She r  win  District.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction.    Sent  down. 

The  Brookline  commissioners  make  a  proposi- 
tion to  supply  water  for  high  service  of  Wards  17 
and  19,  for  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  the  rates 
charged  by  the  city  of  Boston;  as  a  means  for 
prorecting  the  town  against  waste,  the  town  is  to 
have  the  right  of  metering  the  water  supplied  at 
its  owq  expense,  and  to  charge  the  city  of  Boston 
for  excess  of  consumption  over  eighty-five  gal- 
lons per  capita,  at  the  rate  of  one  ce^t  per  hun- 
dred gallons;  the  other  terms  to  be  similar  to  those 
between  East  boston  and  Charlestowr. 

Cochituate  Water  Board.  Communication  re- 
lating to  tn .-■  terms  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  water 
fiom  Brookline  fox  Wards  17  and  19.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  down. 

Superintendent  of  Markets.  Report  for  quarter 
ending  April  30.  Rtceived  and  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury— $26,684.37.    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for 
April.  Following  is  the  state  of  "th  i  appropria- 
tions: 

R^veTulfete.'  Expended.  Unexpen'd. 

General  $13,425,004.18    $524,666.57    $12,909,337.61 

Special 3,906,123.19         8,890.28       3,897,232.91 

$17,331,127.37    $533,556.85    $16,797,570.52 
Sent  down. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  annual  report 
(City  Document  No.  65)  of  the  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries,  which  was  accepted  and  sent 
down. 

Amount  paid  into  the  treasury  during  the  vear, 
$200,000;  expenditures,  $265,408". 72,  including  $26,- 
000  for  repairs  on  steamer  Lincoln  and  the  cost  of 
two  new  drops  at  the  South  Feriy.  The  estimat- 
ed receipts  for  the  next  financial  year  are  $200,- 
000,  at d  the  expenditures  §245,100.  Not  a  single 
serious  accident  has  occurred  during  the  vear. 
The  cost  to  the  city  up  to  April  30,  1875,  of  the 
boats,  franchise  (not  including  intertst).  and  the 
running  expenses,  and  also  the  revenue  from 
rolls,  have  been  as  follows:  Cost  of  boats,  ave- 
nues, franchise,  etc.,  $592,190.68;  running  expense 
up  to  this  date  (five  years),  $1,273,509.78  ;  revenue 
up  to  this  date  (five  years),  $989,166.04. 

Following  is  a  statement  showing  the  nature  of 
the  travel  upon  the  ferries  for  the  financial  year 
endiug  April  30:  401.046  one-horse  teams,  152,793 
two-horse  teams,  4648  three-horss  'eims,  6068  four- 
horse  teams.  5  five-horse  teams,  l  six-horse  team, 
15,675  two-horse  carriages,  7  four-horse  carriages, 
221  one-horse  drags  and  long  loads.  244  two-horse 
drags  and  long  loads,  400  three-horse  drags  and 
long  loads,  536  four-horse  drags  and  long  loads, 
5  three-horse  caravans,  .0  font -horse  caravans,  1 
five-horse  caravan,  16,627  five-cent  tolls,  l  turee- 
ceat  toll,  3.144,600  foot  passes,  3,584.697 foot passeu- 
gets.  127,600  outstanding  foot  passes.  Received 
for  ferriages— North  Ferry.  $80,389,79;  for  South 
Ferry,  $118,076.38.  The  daily  average  of  receipts 
has  been  $543.74;  ditto,  last  year,  $585  74. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  REGISTRAR. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Registrar  (City 
Doc.  No.  54)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  number  of  births  registered  ia  Boston  in 
1874  was  11,717—6021  males  and  5696  females— dis- 
tributed as  follows;  The  number  that  occurred  in 
Boston  (exclusive  of  the  towns  annexed  last  year) 
was  10.06S,  an  i  icrease  of  380 — 3.92  per  cent.;  in 
Charlestowu,  1044,  an  increase  of  177—20.41  per 
cent. ;  in  West  Roxburv,  8S6.  and  increase  of  94— 
32.19  per  cent. ;  in  Brighton,  219,  a  j  increase  of  43— 
24.43  per  cent.  The  total  number  of  births  is  in 
tue  ratio  of  one  birth  to  28.27  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion. If  the  still-births  (642)  be  added  to  this  num- 
ber the  ratio  will  be  one  birti.  to  26.79  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  births  in  Charlestowu  were  in  the 
ratio  of  one  birth  to  31.47  of  the  population  of  that 
place  ;  in  W»  it  Roxbury.  one  to  '-'8  52 :  in  Brighton, 
one  to  28.34:  in  the  rest  of  Boston,  one  to  27.92, 

The  number  of  births  was  11.717.  of  which  M.74 
per  cent,  were  of  foreign  parentage.  Tue  children 
of  Irish  parentage  largely  predominated,  this 
class  furnishing  32.42  per  cent,  of  all  the  births, 
and  59.21  per  cent,  of  all  whose  parents  were  both 
foreign  bom.    Compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
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there  was  a  deci ease  of  children  of  Irish  parent- 
age of  1.25  per  cent.,  and  an  increase  of  1.30  per 
cent,  of  children  of  native  pareuts. 

The  nunibei  of  colored  children  bom  was  185 
(including;  three  children  of  Indian  paientage),  or 
oae  birth'  to  21.62  of  the  estimated  colored  popula- 
tion of  4000,  or  46  25  birrlis  in  each  1000  of  that 
race.  The  births  of  ..hue  children  were  in  the 
ratio  of  one  binh  lo  28,30,  or  35.25  in  i  i.cli  1000  of 
the  white  population. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  while,  the  white  male 
children  exceeded  the  females  by  325,  the  colored 
females  exceeded  the  colored  males  by  10.  Of  the 
three  children  of  Indian  parents,  two  vveie  fe- 
males. 

Tnere.  was  an  increase  ot  127  still-births  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year. 

The  dvj en ber  of  marriages  during  the  year  was 
4049,  wtiu  h  is  in  the  ratio  ot  one  marriage  to  40.89 
of  the  population. 

The  marriages  in  Boston  were  iu  the  ratio  of 
24.40  in  a  thousand. 

October  and  November,  as  usual,  appear  as  the 
f avonte  matrimonial  period,  no  less  than  21.50  per 
cent,  of  the  marriages  occurring  during  the*je 
months. 

The  average  number  of  marriages  on  each  day 
of  the  year  was  11.10,  a  slight  increase  on  the  num- 
ber of  the  preceding  year. 

Less  than  9  per  cent,  of  the  grooms  were  over 
forty  years  of  age.  There  were  100  grooms  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty,  one  ol  whom  married  a 
bride  who  had  not  reached  her  twenty-fifth  year. 
Anoihei,  over  seveoty,  married  a  bride  under 
foity.  And  still  another,  .-no  had  pissed  his 
fortieth  year, married  a  bride  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  Less  than  17  per  cent,  of  the  brides 
were  over  thirty  years  of  age  when  married,  while 
32  per  cent,  of  the  grooms  had  reached  that  age 
before  marriage. 

There  were  195  grooms  who  married  brides  old- 
er than  themselves. 

There  were  four  bachelors  who  chose  as  their 
bride  *  those  who  had  twice  before  been  married; 
and  four  grooms  who  had  passed  through  the 
matrimonial  market  three  times,  chose  spinsters 
as  their  fourth  veutures ;  15.39  per  cent,  of  the 
grooms  and  12.92  per  cent,  of  the  brides  had  pre- 
viously been  married. 

There  were  100  colored  marriages,  and  26  in- 
stances in  which  the  grooms  were  colored  and  the 
brides  white,  an  increase  of  24  over  the  number 
recorded  in  1873. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  during  the 
yeai ,  including  those  that  occurred  in  the  newly- 
annexed- territory  of  Charlestown,  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton,  was  7812.  If  the  population  of  the 
entire  city  be  estimated  at  331,125,  on  the  first  of 
January  last,  the  death  rate  will  appear  as  23.59 
in  a  thorns -,iid,  or  one  death  in  each  42.39  of  the 
whole  population.  This  is  a  decrease  of  nearly 
five  in  a  tnousaod  from  the  preceding  year. 

The  nunibei  of  deaths  in  Ohailestown  in  1874 
was  093,  an  increase  of  136  over  the  number  of  the 
preceding  year,  showing  a  death  rate  of  twenty- 
one  iu  a  thousand.  In  Brighton  there  were  103 
deal's,  a  decrease  of  six — 16.75  in  a  thousand,  or 
one  death  in  each  59  70  of  the  population  of  that 
place.  The  number  of  deaths  in  West  Roxbury 
was  176,  an  increase  of  seven — 15.19  in  a  thousand, 
or  one  death  in  each  62.54  of  the  population  of 
West  Roxbury. 

Compared  with  eight  other  American  cities, 
Boston  stands  as  follows:  The  mortality  of  the 
entire  city  is  given — 

Per  1000. '  Per  1000. 

New  York 27.10  Richmond 20. 

Baltimore 24.5  (Philadelphia 19.8 

Boston 23.59 1  Providence 19. 

Buffalo 20.     I  San  Francisco 19. 

Louisville 20.     I 

One  other  fact  is  woithy  of  statement.  Of  all 
the  decedents  ibove  twenty  years  of  age  75.86  per 
cent,  were  or  had  been  married. 

ATLANTIC  AVENUE  AND  STATION   NO.   8. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  the  requests  of  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  asking  for  $30,000  for  complet- 
ing Atlantic  avenue,  and  the  Committee  on  Police 
for  $10,0  0  to  raise  Police  Station  8,  with  the  ac- 
companying orders: 

Ordered,  Tuat  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Widening  Hanover  Street,  No.  2, 
the  sum  of  $22,831.88,  and  from  the  Reserved  Fund 
the  sum  of  $7168.12,  to  the  appropriation  for  At- 
lantic Avenue. 


Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  tiansfer  tiom  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  for  raising  Police  Station 
House  No.  8. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed— yea«  11,  nays  8. 
Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Aldenuan  Stebbins  submitted  repoits  from  the 
Commiitee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted — Boylston  Muse- 
um, 667  Wa  hington  stieet;  Jonathan  Burned,  to 
exhibit  a  diorama  for  one  y-ar. 

H  ck  Licenses  Granted— P.  E.  Field  &  Son,  82 
Silver  Btrettj  Warren  S.  Brown.  Heath  street. 

License  to  deal  in  Second-hand  Articiis  Re- 
voked—  William  F'olsom,  21  King  street. 

License  to  deal  m  Second-bano  Articles  Grant- 
ed—B.  J.  Tansey,  21  Water  street,  Ch?.rlestown. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— Thomas  Jones,  to  rtiQ 
from  Haymarket  square  to  Hippodrome.  J.  C.  A. 
Robinson  and  L.  limersjn,  Ji.,  severally,  to  run 
from  City  square  to  Hippodrome;  C.  W.  Ryan, 
from  East  Boston  to  Hippodrome; Cyrus  Jones, 
61  Richmond  street;  Leo-iard  Emerton,  Jr., 
Chailestown  square;  Edward  S.  Ed  warns,  express 
wagon;  Mos-s  C.  Colby,  express  wagon;  Samuel 
G.  Bailey,  96  Blackstone  street. 

Miuors'  Applications. Granted — Four  bootblacks, 
twelve  newsboys. 

Bowling  Alley  Licensed— John  H.  Odenweller, 
Boylstoa  street,  Ward  17. 

Billiard  Licet se  Refused— Leonard  Brothers, 
699  Washington  street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Barnes,  Gill  &  Co., 
United  Stipes  Hotel;  James  H.  Kane,  comer  Etn- 
eison  street  and  Broadway;  Z.  Taylor  Harrington, 
Cattle  Fair  Hotel,  Ward  19;  William  Henry,  Han- 
cock street,  Ward  16;  William  Taylor,  85  Bunker 
Hill  strtet;  Valentine  Homer,  2231  Washington 
stiee";  Ivory  C.  Ham,  358  Main  street;  Merrill  & 
Dalton,  12  Maverick  square;  He»ry  Rolle,  19  Boyl- 
ston street;  Oscar  Julius,  47  Eliot  street;  Charles 
Portloek,713  Washington  street;  S.  M.  S.  Pratt,  75 
Court  street;  Theodoie  Mitchell,  21  School  street; 
John  A.  Parks,  agent,  Maverick  House;  Fredeiic 
W.  Locke,  Monument  Hall ;  William  Fraser  &  Co., 
57  Temple  place;  Alexander  B.  Woods,  923  Tre- 
mont  street;  Charles  Williams,  339  Broadway. 

Severally  accepted. 

SALARIES    OF    TREASURER,    COLLECTOR    AND    AU- 
DITOR. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Salaries,  who  were  requested 
to  report  an  order  establishing  the  salary  for  the 
office  of  Collector  of  Taxes,  having  considered  the 
subject,  would  respectfully  rjecommend  that  the 
salary  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum,  to 
be  iu  full  compensation  foi  all  services  performed 
by  that  officer  for  the  city.  The  amount  necessary 
for  clerk  hire  cannot  be  determined  until  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  have  been  more  clearly  defined. 
Under  the  law  establishing  the  Collector's  office 
all  fees  are  now  payable  into  the  city  treasury,  and 
the  salaries  of  the  deputy  collectors  are  to  be  fixed 
by  tbe  City  Council.  The  committee  are  not  pre- 
parea  at  this  time  to  report  on  the  salaries  of  the 
deputies,  and  would,  therefore,  ask  for  fuither 
time.  In  their  general  report  on  the  salaries  of 
city  officers,  the  committee  omitted  the  salaries 
of  the  City  Treasurer  and  Auditor  until  the  ques- 
tion then  under  consideration  concerning  the  le- 
oiganization  of  the  foimer  office  was  settled. 
They  would  now  recommend  that  the  salaries 
of  those  two  officers  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of 
$6000  each  per  annum,  to  be  in  full  compen- 
sation for  all  services  performed  bv  them  for  the 
city.  The  salaries  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor, 
as  now  established  by  the  City  Council,  are 
$5000  each  per  annum ;  but  they  receive  in  addi- 
tion $1000  each  tor  services  in  connection  with  the 
care  and  custody  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  The 
Treasurer  has  also  received  a  considerable  sum 
on  account  of  fees  paid  to  collectors.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  the  salary  fixed  for  the  Auditor  is 
the  same  as  he  has  1  eceived  for  a  number  of  years 
past,  and  that  the  salary  for  the  Treasurer  is 
somewhat  less  thau  that  officer  has  heretofore  re- 
ceived. The  cemmittee  recommend  the  passage 
of  toe  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
requested  to  report  an  order  providing  the  means 
for  paving  the  deputy  collectors  and  the  clerks 
in  the  CoHector's  Office. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts be  at  the  rate  of  $6000  per  annum,  begin- 
ning on  the  1st  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1875;  said  sum 
to  be  in  full  compensation  for  all  services   per- 
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formed  for  or  on  accouut  of  the  city  of  Bosto»  or 
the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Orileied,  That  the  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer 
beat  the  rate  of  jSGOOO  per  annum,  beginning  on 
the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1875;  said  sum  to  be  in 
full  compensation  for  all  services  performed  for 
or  on  accotti.t  of  the  city  of  Boston  or  the  county 
of  Suffolk. 

Ordered,  That  the  saliiy  of  the  Collector  of 
Taxes  be  at  the  r  te  of  $5000  per  annum,  begin- 
ning on  the  date  of  hi.-  el  ction  ;  said  sum  to  be  in 
full  compensation  for  all  services  performed  for 
or  on  account  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  coun- 
ty of  Suffolk. 

Severally  read  once. 

THE    MYSTIC   STORAGE  BASINS. 

Alderman  Stebbms  offered  the  following: 
0>  dered.  That  chapter  400  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1874,  beiug  an  act  authoriziiip  the  city  ot  Boston 
to  establish  a  storage  leservoir  in  the  Mystic  Val- 
ley; abo  chapter  202  oi  We  a'  ts  ot  the  y  ar  18T5, 
being  an  act  authorizing  the  city  of  Boston  to  con- 
struct a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  "Vallev,  be  referred  to 
the  Mystic  Water  Board  with  the  request  that 
said  board  will  consider  and  report  to  the  City 
Council  at  an  early  day  what  action  should  be 
taken  thereon  by  the  i  lty,  with  a  i  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  any  plans  submitted  by  said  board. 
Read  tw'ice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

FREE    FERRIES  ON  JUNE  17. 

Alderman  Stibbms  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Directors  of  the  East  Boston 
ferri-s  be  authorized  to  run  the  boats  of  the  fer- 
ries free  of  lolls  on  the  Seventeenth  of  June  next; 
ami  in  lieu  of  the  toils  as  provided  bv  ordinance, 
the  sum  of  $400  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
credit  of  the  ferry  department;  the  same  to  be  . 
charge  i  to  the  appropriation  for  the  celebration 
or  the  Seventeenth  of  June. 

Alaerman  Stebbms  said  this  had  been  agrted 
upon  by  the  Committees  on  the  Cextennia]  and  the 
Ferries. 

Order  r=ad  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

RAILROAD   OBSTRUCTIONS   IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offeied  the  following: 

Whereas,  By  tn  older  of  this  Board,  passed 
June  8, 1874,  the  Eastern  and  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany. Riilroad  corporations  were  directed  to  es- 
tablish gates  at  the  crossing  by  said  railroac's  of 
certain  streets  in  East  Boston;  and  whereas,  the 
teims  of  said  order  have  not  been  complied  with, 
it  is,  therefore,  hereby 

Ordered.  That  the  Chief  ot  Police  be  directed  to 
prosecute  said  corporations  or  their  servants  or 
agents  for  everv  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
section  129,  chapter  372,  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
3874,  relating  to  the  -obstruction  ot  travel  on  pub- 
lic streets  by  railroad  corporations. 

Alderman'  Stebbins— 1  suppose  the  Board  are 
entirely  familiar  with  the  matter  of  the  railroad 
crossings  at  Ea>t  Boston.  It  has  been  before  the 
City  Government  in  some  shape  or  other  in  the 
past  three  or  four  years.  In  1873  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee considered  the  expediency  of  bridging  the 
streets  to  obviate  the  difficulty,  but  when  the 
plans  were  prepared  it  was  founo.  to  be  inadvisa- 
ble to  construct  the  bridges,  on  account  of  the 
width  of  the  tracks  and  the  great  expense.  At  . 
the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1874  the  Mayor 
was  authorized  to  ask  that  the  tracks  might  be 
removed  outside  the  line  of  the  island,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Railway  Commissioners  to  con- 
sider and  report  what  action  should  betaken.  Last 
summer  the  commissioners  gave  two  public  hear- 
ings in  this  hall,  and  finally  decided  that  the 
re-location  of  the  track-,  as  asked  for  by  the  city 
of  Boston,  should  be  done.  At  considerable  ex- 
pense, the  Citv  Engineer  had  the  route  surveyed, 
showing  that  the  plan  was  feasible  and  that  it 
was  be=t  for  tn-  interests  of  the  city  to  do  it.  The 
Railway  Commissioners  reported  early  this  year 
in  favor  of  a  re-iocation  of  the  tracks.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Railway  Committee  and  two  reports 
were  made,  the  majority  being  in  favor  of  a  per- 
missive bill,  and  the  minority  in  favor  of  a 
mandatory  bill.  The  minority  bill  was  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  by  a 
large  majority,  and  it  went,  to  the  Senate,  wheie  it 
was  met  by  o je  of  the  most  powerful  lobbying  in- 
fluences ever  brought  to  bear  at  the  State  House, 
and  defeated,  and  the  majority  bill  substituted. 
We  are,  thereto- e,  in  the  same  condition  today 
that  we  were  last  year.  Some  redress  must  be 
had,  and  the  only  thing  for  the  city  of  Boston  to 
do  is  to  apply  the  law,  and  not  allow  the  cars  to 
cross  the  streets  except  at  certain  intervals,  and 
to  require  a  certain    time   to  elapse    after  the 


passage  of  each  tiain.  It  wa  do  that  we  can 
get  along  for  anothei  year;  but  the  end 
of  the  thing  will  be  the  removal  ot  the 
tracks,  which  the  railroad  corporations  oppose 
on  every  hand.  They  admit,  that  it  is  a 
nuisance,  but  say  they  don't  propose  to  stir  in  the 
matter,  aur>  the  nuisance  will  be  increased  as 
their  business  augments.  With  a  single  excep- 
tion they  have  paid  no  atiention  to  the  order  of 
the  Board  of  la:t  yeai — the  Boston  &  Aloany  road 
erected  only  one  gate.  When  the  Eastern  Rail- 
road were  questioned  at  the  State  House  why  the 
order  of  this  Board  had  been  disobeyed,  they  re- 
plied substantially  that  they  dio  n't  propose  to 
pay  attenti  u  to  the  order.  Therefore  this  order 
is  put  in  that  we  may  have  some  redress  and  that 
the  railroads  mav  he  made  to  obey  the  law.  I 
move  that  the  order  take  its  second  reading. 

The  order  wns  real  a  second  time. 

Alderman  Harris— It  is  very  piobable  that  tnat 
order  is  judicious  and  exuedienc;  but,  neveithe- 
less,  it  would  seem  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered bv  some  cotumiit-e  and  receive  their  in- 
dorsement bef  oi e  the  city  take  issue  with  the  rail  • 
road  corporations  by  authorizing  our  Chief  of  Po- 
lice to  prosecute  them,  and  making  rrore  or  less 
lawsuits.  To  my  mind  it  would  seem  that  it  ought 
to  De  more  maturely  considered,  and  with  that 
object  iu  view,  and  not  trom  any  opposition  to 
the  order,  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Police. 

Aldtrrnan  Power  —I  think  the  refeierjce  entire- 
ly unnecessary.  It  has  been  considered,  as  the 
Alderman  has  said,  for  two  or  three  years.  Pub- 
lic hearings  have  been  gii'en,  and  the  city  and 
railroad  authorities  consulted.  It  is  unquestion- 
ably a  dangerous  place,  and  would  be  made  less 
so  if  they  would  comply  with  the  law  and  put 
gates  there;  but.  they  haven't  ilone  it.  They 
don't  even  have  cornpetent  men  there;  they 
employ  a  cheap  class  of  men  at  the  cross- 
ings, an  interior  class  ot  p.  nsioners.  wlrle 
such  a  position  requires  quick-witted  men. 
The  Committee  on  Paving  two  or  three 
times  reported  orders  for  them  to  put  gates 
there,  but  they  paid  no  attention  to  it ;  a:  d  when 
the  people  of  Boston  go  to  the  Legislature  and  tiy 
to  remedy  ths  evil  they  are  met  by  this  strong 
po-^er  that  uefeats  our'  object.  It  seems  to  me 
th.<t  we  are  perfectly  justified  in  compelling  them 
to  keep  within  the  law  and  obey  it  just  the  same 
as  a  private  individual  is  in  his  business.  The 
police  make  merchants  who  obstruct  the  sidewalks 
obey  the  law,  and  the  merchant  is  just  a*  much 
conducive  to  the  growth  ot  the  city  as  a  railroad. 
Of  course  if  ever\ body  is  going  to  b:  killed,  and 
the'e  is  to  be  no  protection  from  the  corporation, 
it  is  very  evident  that  we  must  take  hold  ourselves 
and  protect  the  public  to  a  proper  extent.  We 
have  tried  it  and  tbeyp-yno  attention  to  our  or- 
ders; audit  seems[to  me  thtt  we  should  put  the 
law  in  force. 

Alderman  Harris— Have  any  o.ders  issued  by 
this  Government  been  disregarded  by  the  coipo- 
raiions? 

Alderman  Power— My  impression  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Paving  have  reported  two  years  in 
succession  ucon  this  matter,  taking  all  the  action 
that  seemedproper  at  the  time,  though  I  do  not 
remember  the  exact  form.  m  As  I  stated  before,  we 
had  consultations  witn  the  railroad  authorities 
over  there,  and  they  promised  to  comply.  We  had 
a  hearing  aid  a  consultation.  The  committee 
could  not  recommend  the  construction  of  bridges 
over  tho«e  streets,  because  it  would  cost  a  quarter 
of  a  million  dollars;  so  we  did  the  next  best  thing 
— ordered  them  to  put  gates  there. 

Alderman  Stebbius — The  last  order  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Paving  was  on  June  8th,  1874, 
which  was  read  twice  and  passed,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Eastern  and  Boston  &  Albany  railroad  cor- 
porations to  erect  gates  ou  Marginal  and  Suinner 
streets,  East  Boston,  and  to  station  agents  to  open 
and  close  the  same  when  an  engiue  or  train 
passes." 

That  order  has  been  entirely  disregarded  by  the 
Eastern  Railroad.  The  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road, in  compliance  with  that  order,  did  erect  one 
gate;  but,  as  I  stated  before,  when  asked  why 
they  had  vot  complied  with  that  order,  the  East- 
ern Railroad  replied  substantially  that  they  would 
do  so  when  they  got  ready  to  consider  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— As  the  order  simply  directs 
the  Chief  of  Police  to  enforce  a  law,  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  to  refer  it  to  any  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  ordtr.was 
passed. 
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POLLUTION  OF  PEGAN  BROOK. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  I'd  at  the  Cocbituata  Water  Beard  be 
authorized  and  directed,  in  behalf  of  the  city  of 
Bosron,  to  cause  actions  to  be  commenced  against 
*ny  persons  or  corporations  guilty  of  polluting  the 
waters  of  Pegan  Brook  or  other  stream  discharg- 
ing into  Lake  Cochit" ate. 

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  Aldermen  with  such  as  the  Com- 
mon Council  may  joi.  ,  be  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of 
July,  1875,  by  causing  the  bells  of  the  churches  to 
be  rung,  national  salutes  r,o  be  fired,  the  East 
Boston  ferries  to  oe  run  free,  entertainments  to 
be  provided  for  the  children  connected  with  the 
public  schools,  and  an  oration  to  be  delivered  in 
Music  Hall  or  elsewheie,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceetung  $5500:  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Incidentals. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  ihat  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  select  a  suitable  person  to  deliver  an  oration 
before  the  City  Government  and  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton on  the  niiiety-niutb  anniversary  of  the  Declar- 
ation of  American  Independence. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  it  was  ueces- 
sary  to  allow  the  orator  rime  to  prepare  himself, 
and  this  should  have  been  attended  to  several 
weeks  since.  On  his  motion,  the  order  was  read 
twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

ORDER  TO    PAY   FOR  LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  Submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Orrjer  to  pay  Phoebe  Daniels  $1057.50,  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  in  widening  Shaw- 
mut  avenue  by  an  order  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers of  Nov.  23, 1874.    Read  once. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Seweis: 

Reports  with  orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  as  follows :  In  Ashburton 
place,  at  westerly  end;  in  Meridian  street,  between 
White  and  Eagle  streets;  in  Warren  street,  be- 
tween Quincy  and  Crawford  streets;  in  Norfolk 
avenue,  between  Dorchester  Brook  and  Humphrey 
street,  in  Humphrey  street  through  private  lancl 
to  Berkeley  court,  in  Berkeley  court,  in  Hamlet 
street;  in  Boston  street,  in  Albright  street  or 
court,  and  in  Sumner  street;  in  Savin  Hill  avenue, 
between  Dorchester  avenue  and  Pleasant  street, 
and  in  Pleasant  street  between  Creek  and  Stough- 
ton  streets;  in  Savin,  Tupelo  and  Quincy  streets. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

Orders  directing  the  Superintend  at  of  Sewers 
to  construct  sewers  as  follows:  In  Commerce 
street,  near  Atlantic  avenue ;  in  Alaska  street;  in 
Cherry  "treet,  Ward  14.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

SPECIAL  ELECTION  ON  THE  PARK  QUESTION. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  wariants  be  issued  for  meetings 
of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  in  their  several 
wards  on  Wednesday,  the  9th  d  ,y  ot  June  next, 
being  the  sec  md  Wednesday  in  said  month,  at 
niae  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their 
ballCs,  "Yes"  or  "No,"  in  answer  to  the  question, 
"Shall  an  act  pissed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  vear  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy  five,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  laying  out  of 
public  parks  in  or  near  the  city  of  Boston'  be  ac- 
cepted?" The  polls  to  be  kept  open  until  six 
o'closkP.  M. 
Passed. 

PERMITS   FOR   STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington,  for  the  Committee  on 
Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  ie- 
ports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  netitions 
for  permits  for  stables:  Michael  Slyne,  Bolton 
street,  southerly  side,  one  lot  from  D  street;  J.  B. 
Sanford,  Highland  Street,  near  Centre;  Patrick 
Doyle,  Hatris  court,  Charlestown  ;  Jerry  Murphy, 
Eveiett  streat,  near  Orleans. 

Also  report  recommending  the  granting,  on 
usual  condition0,  of  a  permit  to  John  T.  Johnston 
to  occupy  stable  for  ten  horses  on  corner  of  Wash- 
ington street  and  Green.. ood  avenue,  Ward  17, 
provided  said  stable  shall  be  plaoed  forty-five  feet 
from  Greenwood  avenue. 

Also  reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw 


on  the  following  petitions  for  stables:  Johnson  & 
Co.,  East  Third  street,  corner  of  H;   George  Sliell- 
hamm&r,  32  Rogers  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

PAY  OF  CITY  LABORERS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health,  on  the  re- 
ports on  the  pay  of  laborers  in  the  several  depart- 
ments, and  ihe  order  relative  to  the  wages  of 
laboierj  in  the  Health  Department,  that  upon  in- 
vestigation they  are  satisfied  that  the  employes  in 
the  Health  Department  are  paid  liberally,  aild  the 
supply  exceeding  the  demand,  they  consider  any 
change  from  present  rates  inexpedient.  Accept- 
ed.   Sent  down. 

POLICE   RELIEF   FUND. 

Alderman  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Committee  ou 
Ordinances,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Chief  of  Police  relative  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  time  for  the  addition  of  witness 
fees  of  policemen  to  the  Police  Relief  Fund,  sub- 
mitted a  report  lecoinmending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Police  Relief 
Fund. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. — 

Section  1.  The  operation  o(  the  ordinance  in 
relation  to  the  Police  Relief  Fund  paused  the  Sev- 
enteenth of  June,  in  the  year  1870,  is  hereby  ex- 
tended for  a  period  of  five  years  from  the  17th  day 
of  June  in  the  year  1875. 

Read  once. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire" Dei  artment  on  the  Pait  of  the 
Board,  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tion of  John  A.  Nowell,  for  license  to  store  petro- 
leum at  his  store,  169  Biackstone  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

PEDLERS,    ETC.,    ON    THE   COMMON. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
representing  that  some  action  is  necessary  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Council  to  restrain  the  use  of  the 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  by  pedleis  and 
showmen,  and  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following-: 

An  Ordinance  in  addition  to  au  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.— 

Section  1.  No  person,  without  the  oermission 
of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  shall 
expose,  for  sale  or  sell  any  goods,  vvates  or  mer- 
chandise on  the  Common,  Public  Garden  and 
public  squares  of  the  city. 

Sect.  2.  No  person,  without  the  permission  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  tbe  City  Council 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds,  shall  erect  or 
maintain  any  booth,  stand,  tent  or  apparatus  for 
purposes  of  public  amusement  or  show  on  the 
Common,  Public  Garden  or  public  squares  of  the 
city. 

Sect.  3.  Any  person  who  shall  offend  against 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  sections 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  a  sum  not 
less  than  one  dollar  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  the  ordinance  had  al- 
ready been  considered  informally  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  and  a  reference  to  them  was 
unnecessary;  as  it  was  desirable  to  have  it  go  to 
the  Council, he  moved  that  it  take  its  second  read- 
ing. 

The  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Con  mittee  on  Budges: 

Old*- red,  That  notice  be  and  it  is  hereby  given 
to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  safety;  and  con- 
venience require  that  Charles  River  Bridge 
should  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks,  and 
that  said  company  be  directed  to  pave  the  space 
occupied  by  its  tracks  on  said  bridge  with  small 
gramte  blocks;  said  w^rk  to  be  done  under  the 
direction  arid  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  City  En- 
gineer. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Chelsea-street  Bridge  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $700;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  B-idges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 


298 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


Ordered,  That  Charles  River  Bridge  be  closed 
against  the  passage  of  vehicles  until  the  repaiis 
ordered  to  be  made  thereon  are  completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Cnelsea-street  Bridge,  between 
East  Boston  and  Chelsea,  be  closed  against  public 
travel  on  ohe  24th  mst.,  and  remain  closed  until 
the  repairs  thereon  are  completed. 

Reao  twice  and  passed. 

PLANTS,   ETC.,   FOE  PUBLIC   GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Power  •submitted  the  follow  iag  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  §1000,  in  repain.ii  fences,  foun- 
tains, etc.,  on  the  Tjublic  grounds ;  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Common 
and  Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $5000,  in  the  purchase  of  plants  for 
the  Public  Garden  and  public  squares ;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Serially  sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  tne  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tions: M.  Drinan  &  Co.,  to  move  wooden  build- 
ing from  Hancock  street,  Ward  16,  1o  Bartlett 
place,  Ward  13;  M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  to  move  vrooden 
building  from  rear  271  Havre  stieet  to  Church 
street,  Ward  1;  W.  L.  Burt,  to  place  lamp  post  in 
sidewalk  of  Devonshire  street,  at  Post  Office. 
Seveiallv  accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Daniel  C.  Rogers  et  al.  for  a  plank  walk 
on  I  street  from  Fourth  to  Fifth  street.  Accept- 
ed. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Common  aud'Squares  of  tbe  petition  of 
Moses  A.  Dow  et  al.  that  the  city  pay  a  portion  of 
the  expense  of  sprinkling  City  square.  Accept- 
ed.   Sent  down. 

Report  with  the  following:  Whereas,  The  abut- 
ters ou  Berwick  park  have  given  to  the  city  of 
Boston  a  strip  of  land  about  eight  feet  in  width  on 
each  side  of  said  park,  and  tbe  Board  of  Slreet 
Commissioners  have  laid  out  said  strip  of  land  as 
a  part  of  the  public  highway ;  and  wherer.s,  said 
abutters  have  furnished,  at  their  own  expense,  the 
hammered  edgestou^s  for  a  proposed  mall  in  said 
park,  as  shown  on  a  plan  drawn  by  the  City  Sur- 
veyor, dated  July  15, 1874:  therefore  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  set  the  edgestones  of  said  mall  and 
pave  the  gutters  around  the  same  at  tbe  expense 
of  tbe  city.    Estimated  cost,  $800. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Oidered,  That  tbe  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  raise  the  edgestones  and  sidewalks  on 
St.  Charles  street  to  the  grade  established  by  the 
Board  of  Stieet.  Commissioners;  also,  to  pave  tbe 
gutters,  macadamize  the  roadway  and  build  the 
necessary  cesspools  in  said  street.  Estimated 
cost,  $2000. 

Also,  a  similar  order  in  regard  to  Cazeuove 
place,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1300. 


Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Repott  and  orders  dir-  ctmg  the  Sinjetintendett 
of  Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
sidewalks  with  biick,  as  follows:  On  the  easteilv 
side  of  Sixth  street,  between  F  and  Dorchester; 
in  front  of  estate  of  E.  S.  Johnson  on  Savin  Hill 
avsnue,  Ward  16;  in  front  of  estate  of  Charles  A. 
Green  on  Savin  Hill  avenue;  in  front  of  estate  of 
Thomas  Scanlac,  46  Third  street.  To  pave  the 
sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  estate  on  the 
southeasterly  side  of  Cedar  street, between  Thorn- 
ton and  Washington  streets;  to  furnish  and  set 
edgestones  in  trout  of  estate  of  Jaaes  D.  Thom- 
son on  Vinton  street,  Suth  Boston:  in  front  of 
estate  of  the  Barnstable  Savings  Back,  119  Bug- 
gies street;  in  front  of  estate  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  School  street,  between  Washington  street 
fc.nd  Weld  avenue ;  in  front  of  estat*  of  William  O. 
Noble  on  Boylston  stieet,  No.  17.  Orders  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  proportionate  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  the  cost  of  layi:g  sidewalks  in  front  of 
certain  escates  in  Pembroke,  Nortbfielrf,  Mercer 
streets,  Harrison  avenue,  West  Third  and  Fourth 
streets.    Reac  t    ice  and  passed. 

Rspo-ts  with  orciers  directing  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Streets  to  furnish  and  set  lhe  edgestores, 
pave  the  gutters  and  roacaoauiize  roadway,  as 
follows:  Of  Orchard  street,  between  Pond  and 
Centre  streets;  of  Weld  avenue,  between  Egles- 
ton  square  and  School  stieet;  of  Arcadia,  Ather- 
ton  and  Beethoven  streets.  Orders  severally  read 
once. 

INSPECTION  OF  LIGHTERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the  ordinanc- 
to  amend  ordinance  in  lelation  to  weighing  and 
inspection  of  lighters  (City  Doc  No.  55),  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  it  had  been  looked  iuto 
very  carefully,  and  the  ordinance  has  beeu  found 
to  be  conect.  It  is  needed  to  prevent  fraud  in 
this  business. 

Alderman  Hairis  asked  if  the  requirement  of 
the  ordinance  had  been  complied  with,  viz.,  the 
recording  of  tbe  ordinance  at  length  and  the  cer- 
tificate of  correctness  by  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

Alcsrman  Quincy  said  that  was  routine  work, 
to  be  done  after  the  ordinal  ce  shall  have  been 
passed. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

DAMAGES  TO  LITCHFIELD'S  WHARF. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  WorthingtoD,  the  order 
to  pay  William  Gaston,  receiver,  $6000  for  dam- 
ages to  floating  dock  at  Litchfield's  wbarf,  on 
account  of  encroachment  thereon  by  Fort  Hill 
wbarf;  also  $6000  in  addition  thereto  on  comple- 
tion within  thirty  davs  of  a  bulkhead  or  tetaining 
wall  cross  the  Litchfield  dock.  w.»s  taken  from 
the  table  and  passed. 

BRIGHTON  BETTERMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hairis,  the  report 
granting  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Thomas 
G.  Lewis  et  al.  fot  a  hearing  on  revision  of  Bige- 
low-street  betterments,  was  taken  frornlthe  table 
and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  oi  Streets  ou 
the  part  of  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  tbe  Board  ad- 
journed and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    30,    1H75. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P,  M., 
Halsey  J.  Bo.u-dn.uin,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  T(IE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  tbe  City  Registrar  and  Direc- 
tors of  East  Bostoo  Femes;  Auditor's  Exhi.it, 
May  17.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Moses  A.  Dow  et  at.,  Conip  uy  B, 
First  Infantry,  and  Herbert  Bent;  communica- 
tion from  Cocliituate  Water  Board  in  relation  to 
terms  for  vvater  supply  lor  W  ids  17  and  10;  re- 
quests of  School  Cotnniittoe;  petitions  of  O.  H. 
Weed,  J.  J.  Williams.    Severally  referred. 

Orders  to  run  the  East,  Bosten  ferries  free  of 
toll  on  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  and  to  appropri- 
ate $400  to  credit  of  ferry  department  instead  of 
tolls ;  for  an  expenditure  ot  $1000  for  repair  of 
fences,  etc.,  on  public  grounds;  tor  an  expendi- 
ture of  $5000  for  plants  for  Public  Garden  and 
squares.,  Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 

Order  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
the  bond  ot  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lyun 
Railroad  Company,  to  pay  for  land  taken  ou 
Belcher's  lane.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

lie  ort  and  orders  for  transfers,  viz.:  From  the 
appropriation  for  widening  Hanover  street  No. 
2,  $22,831.88  and  from  Reserved  Fund,  $7,168.12,  to 
appi'opiiation  for  Atlantic  avenue;  aid  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  910,000  to  be  a  special  appropria- 
tion for  raising  Police  Station  House  No.  8.  Or- 
ders severally  pissed  to  a  second  reading, 

Older  to  refer  to  tb«  Mystic  Water  Boa'-d  acts 
authorizing  the  e.iy  of  Boston  to  establish  a  stur- 
ige  reservoir  in  the  Mystic  Valley,  and  authoriz- 
ing the  city  of  Boston  to  construct  a  sewer  in 
the  Mystic  Valley— said  board  to  report  what  ac- 
tion should  be  taken  thereon,  and  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  clans.    Read  twice  and  parsed. 

Amendment  to  the  instructions  of  this  Council 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  in  refeience  to 
the  ordinance  to  amend  an  oidinance  relating  to 
sewers,  by  Inserting  "if  deemed  expedient."  Con- 
cur! ed. 

Amendment  to  order  concerning  the  Board  of 
Health  and  City  Registrar,  by  inserting  "also  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  placing  the  City  Reg- 
i,  trar  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Health." 
Concur;  ed. 

Report  add  ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordi- 
nance in  relation  toOouunon  and  Public  Grounds. 
Ordinance  passed  to  second  reading. 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  change 
of  rates  of  pry  of  laborers  in  Health  Department. 
Accepted.  Subsequently  Mr.  Anderson  ot  Ward 
3  said  he  was  not  in  hi  3  seat  when  tht  report  was 
accepted,  and  expressed  the  desire  to  hear  some 
reasons  from  the  commitiee  why  the  report 
should  he  accepted,  and  hoped  tbe  action  would 
not  be  final  until  the -e  reasons  were  given.  The 
President  ruling  tnat  a  motion  to  reconsider 
would  not  be  in  order  then,  Mr.  Anderson  gave 
notice  that  he  should  make  one  at  the  proper 
time. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  select  a  suitable  person  to 
deliver  oration  on  July  4.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  additional  expenditure  of  $100,  for 
tools  and  repairs  on  same,  for  Common,  etc. 
Passsd  in  concurrence. 

Older  for  an  additional  expendituie  of  $500,  for 
trees  and  shrjbs  for  Common,  etc.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  the  ices  to  be  received  by  the  City 
Clerk  for  the  issue  and  record  of  licenses  (under 
chap.  99,  acts  of  1875)  to  be  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury; and  that  $1200  per  annum  be  allowed  for 
services  of  clerks  reauired  under  said  act.  Passed 
i  i  concurrence. 

The  notice  ot  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
lat  meeting,  whereby  was  passed  the  order  to  re- 
lease bond  of  Alexander  Dickson  as  Collector  of 
Taxes  for  West  Roxbury,  which  bad  been  filed  by 
Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward'u,  being  taken  up  in  the 
regular  order,  Mr.  Crocker  said  he  had  felt  con- 
siderable doubt  whether  he  would  make  the  mo- 
tion or  not.  The  reason  he  tiled  the  notice  was 
not  based  upon  anything  ansing  out  of  this  par- 


ticular  Base,  but  on  the  que  tion  of  the  expe- 
diency of  making  any  such  older  at  all,  as  itinig::t 
woik  harm  in  other  ,  ase-.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances, however,  he  did  n't  can  to  make  the  mo- 
tion. 

REPORT  OF  CITY    OFFICER. 

City  Treasurer  protein.  Communications  trjiis- 
imtting  the  ccounts  of  the  City  and  County 
Treasurer  for  the  financial  yeai  ending  April  30tb, 
and  the  state  of  the  Dorchester  Trust  Funis. 
Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Commitiee  on  the 
Treasury  Department.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10 — Petition  of  Henry 
Chandler,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  stand  oa  the  Com- 
mon, and  peiitinn  of  George  Eotz  etui.,  m  aid  of 
s  inc.  Releired  to  Joint  Committee  ou  Common 
and  Public  Grounds.   ' 

By  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— Petition  of  Bernard 
Le  n  nun,  for  the  payment  of  damages  to  estate  No. 
3  Orange  court, ,  on  Northampton-street  district. 
Referred  to  Joint  Special  Cemtnittee  on  North- 
ainptou-s.rcet  Di.-trict. 

By  Mr.  t'lynn  ot  Ward  7— Petition  of  E.  E.  Hill, 
for  eouip;  nsation  for  damages  to  his  furnituie  on 
account  of  the  taking  of  his  boiue  by  the  city  in 
1872  tor  a  smallpox  hospital.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  ou  Claims. 

Severally  sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Timelier  of  Ward  15  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims,  that  Carle- 
ton  S.  Bragg  had  accepted  $50  in  full  settlement 
of  his  claim  for  compensation  for  injuries  to  his 
hor§e  and  carriage,  caused  by  alleged  negligence 
of  the  city's  agents  connected  with  the  East  Bos- 
ton ferries.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

AUDITOR  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

Jir.  Long  of  Ward  8  cubmitted  a  report  from  the 
joint  sptcial  committee  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  Auditor  of  Accounts,  recommending  the  elec- 
tion of  Aided  T.  Turner.  Report  accepted  and 
nomination  laid  oyer. 

SUFFOLK-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Peahody  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  report  of  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Northampton- street  Dis- 
trict in  relation  to  the  proposed  settlement  with 
Phineas  E.  G ay  f or  gravel  furnished  on  Suffolk- 
street  district,  recommending  that  the  order  to 
pay  said  Gay  $23,000  and  the  following  order  ought 
to  pass : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hi  eby  is  authorized  10  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  tbe  appropriation  for  Suffolk-street 
District  the  sum  of  $33,500. 

Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

SUPPLIES  FOR  PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  leport  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  public  institutions.  (Printed 
City  Doc.  No.  49,  1875.) 

Mr.  Train— I  ask  to  have  tu  it  matter  taken  from 
tne  t^bli  for  the  reason  thart  it  will  facilitate  the 
business  of  the  directors  for  public  institutions  in 
the  purchase  of  their  coal.  I  presume  that  gen- 
tlemen ar-  fami'iar  with  tne  proposed  alteration 
in  the  ordinance.  Tne  original  ordinance  requires 
that  when  supplies  aie  to  be  obtained  exceeding 
in  value  tbe  ium  ot  $300,  the  board  shall  adver- 
tise ir  the  newspapers  of  the  city  soliciting  pio- 
posals,  etc.  'the  alteration  i  to  strike  that  out 
and  insert,  "when  fuel  is  to  be  obtained  for  either 
of  the  public  institutions  exceeding  in  value  toe 
su .n  of  $1000,  the  board  shall  advertise  for  pro- 
posals to  furiiish.  tbe  same,  auc  sball  contract  with 
toe  lowest  bidder,  if  the  boaid  deem  it  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city  so  to  io."  The  time  has 
arrived  when  the  purchases  of  coai  are  necessary, 
ami  without  this  ordinance  being  passed  we  are 
quit,-  in  the  daik  a-  to  what  our  action  should  be, 
and  being  desirous  of  conforming  to  the  ordi- 
nance, passed  by  the  Boaro  of  Aldermen,  we  hope 
the  Council  will  take  some  action  upon  this  mat- 
ter. 

The  report  and  ordinance  were  taken  from  the 
table,  and  the  question  was  on  giving  the  ordi- 
nance a  second  reading. 

Mr.  VVhitmore  of  Ward  4— I  move  that  the  ordi- 
nance be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons:  This  ordinance  has  been  before 
the  Couocil  for  a  long  time,  and  it  has  in  reality 
been  before  the  City  Government  a  longer  time. 
I  have  looki  d  back  to  see  the  dates  when  this 
proposition   was   first    brought   forward,    aud   it 
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seems  that  on  the  11th  of  January  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Directois  tor  Public  Institutions 
was  referred  to  the  Cotnmitr.ee  on  Ordinances;  on 
the  8th  of  March  the  ordinance  was  reported  to 
the  Board  ot  Aldermen,  and  on  the  15th  of 
March  it  was  laid  on  the  table;  on  the  29th 
of  March  the  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
on  the  5tb  of  April  the  ordinance  was  passed  bv 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  think  I  am  warranted 
in  saying  that  if  this  ordinance  was  again  on  its 
passage  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  would  not  be 
passed.  This  proposition  which  is  made  by  the 
Board  of  Diieetorsfor  Public  Institutions  ought 
to  be  carefully  weighed  bv  the  Council  betore 
they  consent  to  it.  It  is  very  true,  as  tbe  geatle- 
mau  says,  that  the  ordinance  requires  them  to 
contract  for  all  large  purchases  of  supplies 
for  those  institutions;  but  I  believe  it  to 
be  a  strictly  correct  statement  to  say  that 
that  the  requisition  of  the  ordinance  has  been 
defied  and  broken  by  the  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  for  the  last  three  or  four 
?ears.  We  have,  recently,  in  a  committee  of  which 
am  a  member,  had  occasion  to  investigate  the 
doings— or  did  attempt  to  investigate  tbem — of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 
and  we  were  met,  as  I  stated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, very  squaielv  by  the  statement  that  this 
Council  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  doings  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Publ-c  Institu- 
tions; they  stood  on  their  legal  rights,  and 
I  believe  they  were  warranted  by  tbe  law 
in  so  doing.  When  the  new  ordinance 
came  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  it  was  much 
broader  in  its  scope  tban  it  is  as  it  comes  down 
to  us.  The  poposition  was  to  enable  tbeua  to 
spend  all  the  money  voted  to  tbejm  without  the 
usual  provision  for  advertising  for  proposals ;  but 
one  of  the  Aldermen.  Mr.  Prescott,  being  familiar 
with  the  coal  business,  put  in  a  proviso  that  coal 
should  be  excepted.  As  he  expressed  it,  they  buy 
about  $40,000  worth  of  coal  a  year,  and  it  is  for  the 
interest  of  the  city  that  the  present  law 
should  be  maintained  in  that  respect.  Now, 
I  think  if  is  equally  foi  the  interest  of 
the  city  that  the  present  law  should  be 
maintained  as  it  is  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of 
all  other  supplies.  I  wish  the  Council  to  under- 
stand distinctly  tbat  the  directors  have  asked  us 
to  alter  the  present  law,  to  give  them  a  power 
which  they  do  not  possess,  ano  to  remove  restric- 
tions which  now  exist,  hut  which  they  think 
should  not  be  imposed  on  them.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent tbat  the  City  Government  may  suffer,  in 
voting  supplies  to  a  totaHy  distinct  branch  ot  the 
Government,  wbicb  is  merely  allied  to  and  is  not 
controlled  by  us,  without  keeping  some  check  upon 
it;  and  as  it  stands  row,  chey  ask  us  to  take  off 
the  sole  remaining  safeguard  there  is.  The 
law  is  that  they  shall  advertise;  practically  they 
do  nothing  of  the  kind;  they  buy  goods  where 
they  please,  when  tbey  please,  and  by  such  agents 
as  tbey  choose,  to  appoint.  In  view  of  these  facts, 
and  because  the  wisdom  of  the  Council  in  past  years 
has  decided  iu  favor  of  this  wise  and  salutary 
restriction,  I  think  it  would  be  injudicious  to 
remove  it;  and  particularly  so  since  the  Board,  in 
standing  strictly  on  its  legal  rights  in  refusing 
to  answer  any  questions  in  regard  to  its  pro- 
ceedings—as it  had  a  right  to  do — enforces  the 
fact  that  the  City  Government  has  no  control  over 
them.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  this  re- 
quest on  their  part  comes  with  a  very  bad  grace 
indeeri.  I  do  not  think  the  Boaid  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  have  fhown  themselves  so 
wise,  careful  and  judicious  in  their  expenditure 
ot  the  city's  money  that  «e  ought  to  take  off  this 
safeguard.  I  believe  the  rule  a  good  one,  a  d  in- 
stead of  raising  off  the  restriction  we  bave  I  think 
we  ought  to  direct  the  Auditor  to  approve  no 
bills  until  this  ordinance  is  complied  with  by  the 
directors.  Haying  defied  the  ordinance  for  sev- 
eral years,  tuev  now  come  and  ask  us  to  remove 
the  law.  Tbey  bave  broken  the  law,  and  come  to 
us  and  say,  "It  is  very  inconvenient  to  us  and  we 
wish  you  would  take  it  away."  For  those  reasons 
I  move  tbat  the  ordinance  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  did  n't  suppose  that  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  were  to  be  ar- 
raigned neie  for  impropei  and  illegal  acts,  :.s  I 
hacl  imagined  that  theie  was  to  be  a  report  from 
a  committee  who  were  appointed  to  examine  into 
that  and  present  the  f a' ts  in  proper  form.  But 
the  gentleman  has  mp.de  such  assertions  that  I 
have  no  doubt  many  members  present  will  take  it 
for  granted  that  things  are  as  be  states — in  a 
mixed,  if  not  in  rather  a  deceitful  a>id  wrong  way 


with  the  Directors  for  Public  Inetitutiors.  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  controvert  one.  word  be  sav  s,  but 
will  appeal  to  the  Council  to  recognize  the 
gentlemen  whom  they  have  elected  to  be 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  ano  say 
whether  they  should  be  accused  of  any 
such  acts  or  any  unjust  and  improper 
methods  and  motives.  Their  actions  will  speak 
for  themselves;  I  havenothrtg  to  say  upon  that 
poirt.  This  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  I  supposed  it  was  fully  ex- 
pUiued  there.  Th;  request  was  made  before  I 
bad  the  ho.or  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  The  action  of  the  ordinance  is  this: 
We  are  obliged  to  advertise  for  every  article  of 
supply  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of  $300.  The 
only  article  that  will  dnount  to  more  than  $300, 
at  any  one  time,  is  coal,  unless  some  extra  ordinal  y 
matter  comes  up,  such  as  the  repairs  on  a  build- 
ing, requiring  skilled  labor,  bricks,  lumber,  or 
anything  of  that  kind,  which  would  be  advertised 
for,  ot  course.  This  amendment  is  merely  to 
apply  to  supplies  of  beef,  mutton,  pork,  or  a  pair 
of  oxen  or  horses,  and  as  I  understand  it,  the  di- 
rectors thought  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  go 
to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  advernsirg  for  such 
small  and  trifling  matters  as  those.  Our  purchases 
of  coal  previous  to  thi-  year,  have  been  like  this : 
A  committee  appointed  by  the  President  has  been 
to  some  five  or  six  of  the  best  coal  dea'ers  in  the 
city,  obtained  prices  from  them,  and,  taking 
those  prices,  we  would  give  the  contract 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  piovided  he  was  a 
responsible  man  and  would  furnish  the  coal 
satisfactory  10  every  way.  They  decided 
that  that  was  the  best  "and  fairest  way  for  the 
city  to  buy  coal  for  those  institutions.  Public 
advertising  for  coal  brings  in  men  v.  no  furnish 
the  article  improperly  and  imperfectly,  and  tbe 
first  thing  we  know  it  is  condemned  ;;t  the  island, 
and  it  costs  mors  to  replace  it  than  if  we  had  paid 
tor  goo:l  coal  in  the  first  place.  Therefore  they 
thought  best  to  go  to  a  fair,  reliable  man,  sad  felt 
rure  that  tbey  would  get  something  tl  at  ia  the 
end  would  be  the  best"aud  cheapest.  No:r  comes 
in  this  amendment  obligi<  g  the  directors  to  adver- 
tise fortheii  coal, and  that  ha3  already  been  carried 
into  effect,  so  far  as  tne  purchase  of  Cumberland 
coal  is  concerned.  An  adveitiseme  t  wa-s  put  into 
the  newspapers  a  few  clays  ago,  and  the  bids  »  ers 
opened  yesterday,  and  we  obtained  it  for  $5.75  a 
loUi  toil,  f.n  extremely  low  price,  bm  no  lower 
than  the  committee  hail  beeu  offered  by  parties 
who  had  beeu  supplying  the  city  for  a  long  time. 
It  was  to  comply  with  that  law  that  we  advertised. 
I  wish  to  state  that,  so  far  as  my  kno  fledge  goes, 
the  directors  have  no  wish,  desire  or  thought,  to 
assume  any  power  that  is  not  properlv  dele- 
gated to  them.  Their  books  aud  accounts 
are  open  to  the  inspection  of  all.  There  is  no  se- 
cret about  this  tiring,  as  tbe  gentleman  would  im- 
ply. There  is  no  underhanded  business  about 
them,  and  I  am  surprised  that  such  st;it<-ineuts 
should  be  made  by  a  member  of  this  Council,  un- 
less he  has  the  evideuce  to  prove  it.  He  has  had 
tbe  run  of  their  books  aud  the  assistance  of  a  spe- 
cial committee,  and  we  shall  have  their  report  at 
the  next  meeting.  He  has  had  eveiy  opportunity 
to  ember  out  any  wrong  transaction  that  my  one 
could  have,  and"  I  have  yet  to  hear  from  the 
members  of  that  committee  that  one  speck  has 
beeu  found.  In  imagination,  there  may  be,  but  In 
reality  tht-ie  is  uothirg.  I  don't  know  tbat  it  is 
going  to  help  us  very  much,  whether  tbe  ordi- 
nance lays  on  the  table  looger,  or  is  acted  upou. 
If  there  i-:  any  feeling  in  the  Council  that  the  orig- 
inal ordinance  should  remain  as  it  is  now,  we  are 
perfectly  williug,  so  far  *s  regards  any  restiiction 
upon  our  action  ;  but  the  committee  thought  it 
better  to  have  the  matter  settle.!,  and  either  to 
have  this  ordinance  taken  up  and  passed, Otto 
let  the  original  oriliuance  stand  as  it  is  non  . 

Mr.  Pass  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  agree  with  my 
colleague  upoa  the  Board  of  Diisctors  in  regard 
to  the  statements  he  has  made  concerning  tbeir 
management  of  the  nurchase  of  supplies,  although 
1  indorse  every  word  of  his  in  regard  to  the  hon- 
esty ami  faithfulness  of  the  directors.  1  believe 
in  advertising  for  everything  of  which  a  large 
'.mount  is  required.  I  don't  agree  with  him 
in  legard  to  the  former  method  of  purchasing 
coal ;■ I  believe  it  could  have  been  purchased  for 
much  less,  iu  times  past,  by  advertising, 
and  I  endeavored  to  have  it  done.  1  believe 
that  every  article,  of  which  a  1* rge  amount  is  re- 
quired, Whether  coal  or  anything  els  .  should  be 
purchased  by  advertisement  for  proposals;  and  I 
believe  this  restriction  shtvul  1    be   put   upon   the 
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directors.  But  in  the  details  of  put  chasing  sup- 
plies, I  don't  believe  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of 
the  city  to  advertise.  For  instance,  if  we  need 
three  or  torn  hundred  pounds  of  beef,  mill  too, 
pork,  or  anything  of  that  soit.to  call  together  a 
commit  leo,  to  advertise  for  a  day  or  two  and  then 
open  the  bid«,  would  add  to  tbe  expense,  cause 
delay  and  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble. 
But  I  believe  in  the  fullest  competition  in  tins 
matter,  and  that  every  person  who  has  any  goods 
to  sell  that  are  used  by  the  director^,  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  present  tlieiu;  and  at 
a  meeting  of  the  board,  a  few  days  since,  I  took 
occasion  to  introduce  au  order  looking  to  that 
end,  and  it  was  adopted,  and  a  change  in  the  old 
system  of  purchasing  supplies  was  made  at  that 
time.  I  believe  it  is  for  thu  interest  of  the  insti- 
tutions that  a  full  and  fair  competition  should  be 
sought  Hoi,  and  that  everybody  should  have  an 
opportuuity  to  compete.  1  have  not  the  slightest 
feeling  about  the"  oassage  of  this  ordinance. 
Whether  il  pas-.es  or  not,  the  institutions  will 
be  run  as  economically  as  it  is  possi- 
ble to  run  them,  and  I  believe  that  the 
supplies  will  be  purchased  at  the  lowest  possible 
price.  If  the  Council  wish  the  Directors  to  adver- 
tise, 1  should  be  perfectly  willing  to  doit,  for  I  be- 
lieve in  doing  it  tor  all  supplies  of  any  considera- 
ble amount.  I  believe  in  *dve>  thing  for  '  upplies 
for  the  steamboat,  for  coal  and  for  all  goods 
which  amount  to  any  considerable  sum;  but  in 
the  small  articles  of  merchandise  which  tne  board 
purchase  I  don't  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
advertise.  Therefore  I  think  it  is  perfectly  safe 
to  pass  thh  ordinance,  but  I  have  not  the  slightest 
feeling,  and  don't  care  whether  it  passea   or  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  am  very  glad  this  mat- 
ter has  been  brought  up,  but  1  don't  like  the  idea 
that  has  beens  hrown  out  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  would,  by  any  means,  do  anything  to  mis- 
lead, the  Council.  Tnere  is  a  radical  trouble  with 
that  board;  it  has  exists  lor  years.  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Council  for  two  or  three  years 
last  past,  and  have  repeatedly  called  the  attention 
of  individual  members — some  of  whom  have 
seats  at  this  board  today— to  the  fact  that  the 
directors  are  not  living  up  to  the  ordinance.  There 
are  two  sections  of  the  ordinance  which  they  have 
defied,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  well  says. 
Now,  tor  the  information  of  the  Council,we  will  see 
whether  it  is  so  or  not.  Upon  page  403  of  the  City 
Ordinances,  sectiou  7,  you  wi'l  find  the  following: 

"Sect.  7.  Whenever  it  is  necessary  to  procure 
supplies,  material,  sei vices,  or  labor  for  the  said 
institutions,  all  due  care  shall  be  used  to  urocure 
the  same  at  the  lowest  market  price.  When  the 
supplies  or  materials  to  be  obtained  oxceeil  iu 
value  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollais,  the  board 
shall  advertise  in  the  newspapers  employed  by 
the  city  to  publish  its  advertisements,  for  sealed 
proposal.,  to  furnish  suco  supplies  or  materials, 
describing  particulaily  the  quality  and  quantity 
required,  and  the  times  and  places  of  delivery. 
Sujh  proposals  as  may  be  received  shall  be 
opened  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  boaid,  and  the 
contracts  shall  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder: 
provided,  the  boaid  shall  deem  it  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  city;  and  the  peison  contracting 
Shall  furnish  satisfactory  security  for  the  faithful 
perfoimauce  of  bis  contract.  No  member  of  the 
hoard,  cither  directly  or  indirectly,  for  himself 

gersonallv,  or  iu  trust  for  any  other  person,  shall 
ave  any  pecuniary  interest  in  furnishing  supplies 
for  the  institutions,  or  in  any  contract  for  the 
same." 

It  is  not  optional  with  taern  ;  they  "shall"  ad- 
vertise. 

"Sect.  8.  The  said  Board  of  Directors  shall  make 
a  report  quarterly,  to  the  City  Council,  of  their 
expenditures  for  each  of  the  institutions,  and  an- 
nually, in  the  month  of  May,  Make  a  report  iu 
print,  of  the  expenditures  and  lecipts  of  each 
institution  fcr  th "  previous  yen  giving  the  con- 
dition of  each  institution,  with  the  number  of  in- 
mates admitted  thereto  and  discharged  there- 
from, 'he  births  and  deaths  therein  during  the 
year,  and  the  number  remaining  on  the  1st  of 
May,  tog?tner  with  such  other  information  per- 
taining thereto  as  they  deem  of  public  interest." 

Now,  sir,  I  have  repeatedly  in  1873  and  1874  in- 
quired of  the  City  ClerE  if  he  could  furnish  me 
with  such  a  reoorr,  and  hs  has  never  had  it. 
Have  n't  they  been  derelict  iu  their  duty?  I 
have  called  tbe  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9— who  is  a  member  of  the  board  now,  but 
was  not  at  the  time— and  of  other  members  to  the 
fact,  butno  notice  has  been  paid  to  my  suggestion, 
although  I  have  spoken  of  belli  of  those  sectious. 


Now,  sir,  1  deem  it  to  be  of  absolute  necessity 
and  a  positive  right  that  every  contract  that  they 
make  shall  be  open  to  everybody  for 
competition.  My  friend  from  the  Highlaodsand 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  9  .'-ay  they  should  not 
make  contracts  for  daily  supplies.  Why,  it  is  the 
commonest  thing  in  the  world  for  public  bodies  to 
contract  for  supplies  tit  flour,  poik  and  beef  by 
the  yar.  Their  expenditure  amount  to  some — I 
don't  remember  the  exact  amount— six,  stven  or 
eiuht  hundred  thousand  dollars,  more  or  le-s. 
Had  I  known  the  matter  was  coming  up  tonight  I 
should  have  been  better  posted.  But  he^eis  a 
large  amount  of  money  expended,  and  in  defiance 
of  the  ordinance,  and  "iihout  any  « arrant  of 
law,  they  employ  an  outside  individual  t9 
mak°  puichases  for  them.  I  don't  know  what 
coin  nisdon  that  outside  individual  may  get  for 
doing  that  work  from  others,  but  he  gets  a  stipu- 
lated sum  for  doing  it  from  the  board.  Sewing 
machines  have  bad  something  to  do  with  it.  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  has 
done  good  service  in  regard- 
Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— If  the  gentleman  will  give 
way  one  moment  I  would  like  to  correct  one  word. 
Mr.  Shaw— AJways,  sir. 

Mr.  Page— The  "gentleman  he  refers  to  don't 
purchase  supplies  at  all,  except  it  may  be  a  few 
dollars'  worth. 

Mr.  Shaw— Within  a  short  time  chat  gentleman 
has  been  disrobed  of  the  authority  which  he  did 
exercise,  but  at  the  time  some  complaint-i  were 
made  und  ne  was  properly  disrobed  and  his  na- 
kedness shown  up.  It  is  just  rs  practicable  for 
the  parties  having  the  management  of  the  House 
of  Correction  and  other  institutions  of  which  the 
city  has  to  pay  the  expenst,  to  contract  for  beef, 
pork,  flour,  cloth— of  which  they  buy  a  great  deal, 
for  tney  are  regular  articles  in'  the  maiitet, 
aud  everybody  knows  there  is  a  glut  of 
such  materials— by  the  year.  Prison  clothing 
does  n't  vary  to  a  great  extent.  This  whole  sew- 
ing-machine business  was  got  to  give  a  certain 
person  something  to  do  originally,  but  I  don't  de- 
sire to  go  into  this  matter  at  this  time  because  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  is  a  great  deal  more  com- 
petent to  doit  than  I  am ;  he  has  taken  hold  ot  it 
and  he  is  competent  to  handle  it,  and  1  hope  sugges- 
tions will  not  be  thrown  out  that  his  remarks 
will  mislead  the  Council.  There  are  certain  other 
points  I  don't  wish  to  go  into ;  but  these  aie  the  two 
main  reasons, — they  do  not  live  up  to  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  the  ordinance.  I  don't  know  any- 
thing of  this  main  ouestiou,  but  I  think  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done.  I  don't  think  that  any 
member  charges  dishonesty  upon  those  directors. 
I  thiuk  they  are  tit  ^nd  competent  men.  but  they 
have  misinterpreted  the  spirit  of  the  ordinance, 
and  have  defied  the  power  ot  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  control  the  institutions,  as  the  gentleman 
has  said,  and  that  iu  the  correct  language.  They 
hav°  done  it  before  the  Legislature  and  to  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  City  Council,  and,  to  say 
the  least,  it  is  iu  very  bad  taste. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— When  tnis  matter 
was  under  consideiation  by  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances I  was  opposed  to  it,  and  I  am  ot  the 
same  opinion  no  * .  I  think  that  the  repeal  of  this 
section  is  not  a  move  in  the  right  directiou,  and 
especially  with  regard  to  this  particular  depart- 
ment. In  the  ordinances  relating  to  neaily  all 
other  department!  of  the  City  Government  there 
is  a  provision,  «  hich  was  put  in  for  a  v  ise  pur- 
pose, that  (takf,  for  idstance,  the  public  Duild- 
mgs),  when  a.iy  city  building  is  to  be  erected  or 
repaired  at  an  expense  exc-  eding  $1500,  it  sh  il  be 
tbe  duty  ot  the  committee  to  cause  plans  and 
specifications  to  be  prepared,  advertisement  to  be 
made,  and  the  contract  awarded  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  provided,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  is  competent  to  perform  such  duties. 
That  provision  runs  through  all  the  departments 
of  the  Citv  Government — the  Paving  Department, 
sewers,  and  others.  There  is  a  special  provision 
in  regard  to  the  Directots  tor  Public  Institutions, 
We  have  no  control  over  them  pecuniarily, 
though  they  belong  to  the  City  Government. 
We  mak-j  the  appropriations  for  them,  out 
have  no  control  over  the  expenditures.  I 
have  before  me  the  Auditor's  leport,  which 
shows  that  the  directors  have  charge  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  §500,000  for  carrying  on  that  depart- 
ment this  year.  Now,  the  seventh  section  of  the 
ordinance  provides  that  when  any  materials,  ser- 
vices or  labor  are  required  exceeding-  in  value 
S300,  .the  board  shall  advertise  and  give  the 
contract  to  the  lowest  bidder.  I  think  that  is  a  very 
wise  provision.    No  argument  has  been  used  here 
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to  convince  me  of  tlie  necessity  of  the  abolition  of 
that  particular  section.  It  is  said  they  need  beef, 
flour  or  something;  else,  and  my  friend  from  Ward 
9  said  they  might  need  more  than  $300  worth  of 
beef  ox  pork  at  short  notice.  Even  if  they  should, 
why  should  n't  they  advertise?  Why  should  they 
be  made  an  exception  to  the  generel  rule  in  re- 
gard to  the  contracts  in  other  departments?  I 
say  the  feeling:  prevails  in  the  community — I  don't 
know  how  well  founded  it  is,  or  whether  it  has 
any  foundation  at  all— that  very  often  persons 
are  too  ?.nxious  to  necome  directors  for  public  in- 
stitutions for  the  purpose  of  influencing  these 
same  contracts.  I  don't  believe  any  member  of 
the  boara  doss  that;  but  I  only  speak  of 
the  feeling  in  the  community.  There 
is  n't  a  member  of  the  City  Government  whe 
has  n' i  heard  it.  If  we  abolish  this  secticn  it  will 
only  strengthen  that  feeling.  I  don't  believe  in 
times  like  these,  when  contracts  are  given  out  so 
loosely — we  had  an  excellent  exhibition  of  that 
at  the  State  House  not  long  ago— that  it  is  a  wise 
plan  to  let  loose  the  reins.  I  think  the  section  is 
an  excellent  one,  a'ul  unless  better  reasons  are 
given  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  vote  against  it.  An- 
other member  of  the  committee  and  myself  op- 
posed it  in  the  committee,  and  I  snail  feel  obliged 
to  do  so  here  uelsss  better  reasons  are  given. 

Mr.  Pago  ot  Waid  9— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
1  refers  to  the  ordinanc-s  concerning  other  de- 
partments, and  thinks  the  same  rule  should  be 
applied  to  tha  public  institutions  as  govern  the 
Committse  on  Public  JBuilditgs.  I  would  remind 
the  gei'ilemaii  that  the  money  appropriated  for 
the  City  Hospital  is  expended  in  ve  y  much  the 
same  way  as  that  fur  the  institutions.  The  bulk 
of  the  money  for  the  institutions  is  spe>  t  for  food 
and  drink,  beef  and  pork  being  used  iu  very  large 
quantities. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  one  member  of  the  board  does  not  now 
furnish  all  rhemeat  that  they  require? 

Mi.  Page— No,  sir.  There  is  no  member  of  the 
board,  to  my  knew ledge,  who  furnishes  a  cent's 
worth  of  meat  or  anything  else  or  the  kind;  if  he 
does  it  is  strictly  in  violation  of  the  ordinance, 
and  no  man  would  be  moie  willing  to  know  the 
party  than  mysrlf,  as  I  am  not  upon  that  board 
for  the  purpose  of  furnsiuiug  supplies  or  bolster- 
ing up  any  oi  e  that  does,  l  am  just  as  anxious 
that  supplies  shall  be  puichased  at  the 
lowest  market  price  as  auy  one,  and  I  am 
in  favor  of  every  facility  being  offered  to 
the  public  in  order  that  they  may  com- 
pete for  all  the  articles  required.  I  have  never 
purchased  a  cent's  worth  of  supplies  of  any  kind 
since  I  havi  been  upon  that  board ;  audi  don't 
think  there  is  anybody  there  who  has  auy 
personal  interest  in  the  purchases;  and  it  there 
is  I  would  like  to  know  it.  I  don't  think  any 
member  is  there  for  the  purpose  of  rnakiug  money 
ont  of  the  supplies  or  labor,  or  any  duty  that  may 
devolve  upon  him  as  a  diiector  tor  public  in- 
stitutions. I  certainly  don't  wi-h  this  or- 
dinance passeo"  if  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil have  the  slightest  feeling  that  by  doing 
so  they  will  put  into  the  hands  of  the  directors 
any  powei  they  ought  not  to  nave.  I  am  certain 
they  do  the  best  they  can  for  the  interest  of  the 
city,  and  if  there  is  anybody  who  does  J 't  have 
that  end  in  view,  I  hope  that  evety  possible  >afe- 
guard  will  be  placed  around  the  ordinance,  so 
that  nothing  of  the  kind  can  be,  accomplished.  I 
am  willing  to  let  the  Council  use  their  own  judg- 
ment as  to  whether  it  is  be?t  to  allow  the  original 
ordinance  to  stand  or  not. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  has  spoken  in  behalf  of  the  views  oi  the 
minority  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances;  and  as 
this  ordinance  was  reported  by  that  committee,  I 
desire,  as  one  of  the  majority  who  Tavored  this 
change,  to  state  as  well  as  I  am  able  the  reasons 
which  were  influential  with  the  committee  in  in- 
ducing them  to  report  it.  It  seemed  to  the  com- 
mittee that  the  large  number  of  purchases  which 
must  be  made  by  the  Director?  of  Public  Institu- 
tions could  be  done  more  economically  and  better 
on  the  whole  for  the  interests  of  the  city  if  the 
directors  were  not  required  to  advertise  for  bids. 
It  seeineci  to  us  that  if  we  have  honest  meu  to 
buy  supplies,  if  they  are  acquainted  with  the 
market,  they  can  buy  those  supplies  much  cheap- 
er if,  when  they  see  a  lot  or  goods  suitable  for 
their  purpose  offered  cheap,  they  can  step  in  and 
buy  them,  than  if  they  have  to  go  through  with 
the  form  of  advertising  for  and  receiving  propos- 
als for  furnishing  such  goods.  It  seemed  best  that 
they  should  be  able  to  take  the  market  at  the  low- 


est point  and  seize  every  favorable  oppor- 
tunity. Besides,  these  articles  that  they 
have  to  procure  vary  greatly  in  quality;  for  in- 
stance— potatoes,  since  they  have  been  mentioned. 
There  are  no  established  grades  for  potatoes  by 
which  the  board  can  define  just  exactly  what  they 
want;  so  ihat  when  a  lot  ot  potatoes  is  offered  to 
them  m  satisfaction  of  a  bid,  it  can  be  told  at 
once  without  dispute  woether  they  answer  the  de- 
mand. There  will  always  be  a  liability  to  dispute 
as  to  whether  the  article  tendered  is  what  was  ad- 
vertised for.  It  seemed  to  us  for  these  rea- 
sons that  it  would  be  more  economical 
for  the  city  to  have  supplies  bougnt  as  a 
man  would  buy  them  for  himself,  as  a  ho- 
tel keeper  would  buy  them  for  his  hotel. 
Mr.  Parker  would  tot,  in  ordinary  cases,  think  of 
advertising  for  proposals  for  supplies  for  the  Par- 
ker House.  He  can  see  plainly  that  there  would 
be  a  loss  by  doing  so.  He  knows  that  the  proper 
way  is  to  bave'a  capable  man  go  and  buy  the 
goods  where  aud  when  he  can  at  any  moment,  and 
with  the  leady  money  buy  the  chea'.; est.  It  seernea 
to  us  plain  that  if  we  have  a  competent  and  hon- 
est Board  of  Directors  it  «  Quid  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  that  they  should  not  be  required  to  go 
through  with  the  delay  and  formality  of  advertis- 
ing for  bids.  It  ;eemed,  at  the  same" time,  that  if 
the  Board  of  Directors  were,  or  should  at  any 
time  become,  dishonest,  this  requiremeat  of  ad- 
veitisirg  for  bids  would  not  amount  to  any- 
thing as  a  protection  to  the  city.  GSetrtlemen 
all  know  how  easy  it  is  to  get  abound  any- 
such  formality  as  that.  It  is  a  simple 
matter  to  arrange  some  hocus  pocus  by  which 
bids  shall  be  offered  or  shall  not  be  offeted  so  that 
some  favoreo.  party  shall  ge1-  the  contract.  This 
advertising  for  bids  is  something  that  affords  no 
particular  safeguard  against  dishotesty,  and  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  that  if  the  business  was 
unc  er  the  charge  of  dishonest  meu,  they  would 
cheat  the  city  auy  way,  whether  they  were  buying 
at  private  sale  or  by  advertising  forbids.  The 
last  p.rt  of  the  proposed  amend  oient  to  the  ordi- 
nance requires  that  the  Drr-cf  ors  for  Public  In- 
stituiious  shall  once,  a  quarter,  report  their  ex- 
penditures and  receipts  in  detail.  They  can- 
not run  on  for  a  year  without  lettiug  the 
public  know  what  thy  are  doing,  but  are  re- 
quired to  put  iu  a  report  once  a  quarter  giving  a 
detailed  account  of  th  purchases  they  have  made. 
It  is  plain  tnat  iu  this  matter  there  is  some  per- 
sonal feeling  as  to  what  the  Board  of  Directors 
have  heretofore  done  or  have  omitted  to  do.  tfut 
this  consideration  ougiit  not  to  weigh  with  us. 
The  question  should  he  what  is  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city.  We  should  not  be  led  astray 
because  the  Board  of  Diiectors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions have  said  that  the  Council  had  nothing  to 
do  with  certain  matters  under  their  charge.  If 
they  did  say  so,  and  I  do  not  kuow  whether  they 
said  it  or  not,  I  understand  that  they  were  right 
as  a  matter  of  law.  But  whether  they  said  it  or 
not.  peisoual  feeling  should  not  interfere  with 
our  action  upon  this  subject.  A\  e  should  make 
the  ordinance  in  such  shape  as  will  best  defeud 
the  interests  of  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
best  interest  of  the  city  vill  be  advauced  by  re- 
moving this  requirement  that  now  compels 
the  directors  to  advertise  for  all  sup.  lies  amount- 
ing to  over  S300,  and  by  requiring  them  to  adver- 
tise only  when  purchasing  coal  tn  an  amount  ex- 
ceeding" sjilOOO.  aud  by  leaving  other  purchases  to 
he  made  in  such  a  way  as  they  deem  most  expe- 
dient. I  believe  that  auy  honest  man  on  the 
hoard  wrll  not  do  aov  better  with  'he  lestriction 
than  he  would  without  it  aud  that  if  a  man  is  dis- 
honest, the  restiiction  will  be  no  protection  10  the 
citv. 

Mr. Train  ot  Ward  13—1  started  out  with  the 
supposition  that  the  meaibers  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  aie  honest  men  and  entitled  to  our  con- 
fidence. In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  that  the  directors  have  disobeyed  the  law.  I 
would  say  he  hasn't  pointed  out  to  me  where  it 
has  been  disobeyed.  In  the  first  place,  the  City 
Auditor  has  a  report  monthly  showing  the  amount 
appropriated,  the  amount'  expended  and  the 
balance ;  and  I  don't  think  the  diiectors 
have  wilfully  attempted  to  disobey  the  rule 
in  any  shape  or  manner.  As  to  the  matter 
of  advertising,  when  any  woik  has  to  be  done 
which  amounts  to  anything,  or  exceeds  *500  in 
value,  it  has  been  advertised,  and  thereby  they 
have  complied  with  the  very  letter  and  spirit  OI 
-  the  law.  The  purchase  of'  supplies  is  ordered 
every  two  weeks.  The  board  have  ;\  meeting,  and 
reqiiisions  are  handed  ru  from  the  Houses  01  Cor- 
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rection  and  Industry  for  so  many  pounds  of  beef, 
so  ranch  Hour,  molasses,  etc.  <hey  ore  read  be- 
fure  the  board,  and  apportioned  to  the  different 
committees.  There  are  committees  of  t  »o  or 
three  on  supplies,  contract-,  steamboat,  and 
various  other  matters,  covering  the  whole  ground; 
and  as  my  colleague  has  stated,  a  committee  of 
five  has  been  appointed  for  rhe  express  purpose 
of  purchasing  supplies.  The  gentleman  from 
Waid  2  has  referred  to  one  gentleman 
who  has  nurchasod  the  beet;  it  is  Mr. 
Belknap,  and  I  certainly  know  that  he  has  no 
more  interest  in  the  purchases  of  beef  than  any 
member  of  this  Council.  It  is  his  business  to 
purchase  the  supplies  of  meat  every  week,  to  get 
something  fit  to  eat  and  procure  it  at  the  lowest 
market  price.  Beyond  that  no  supplies,  except 
staule  articles,  such  as  flour  and  potatoes,  are  re- 
quired. They  have  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Cummings, 
who  iias  purchased  th.  Hour  for  years;  and  he  is 
known  hy  everybody,  by  the  "member:  of  this 
Council,  to  be  an  honest  man.  If  •  requisition 
comes  for  a  nundred  hands  of  flour  he  goes  into 
tn  ■  in.  rket,  and  if  he  finds  a  lit  of  a  thousand,  of 
the  right  quality  aid  at  a  low  price,  he  buys 
it;  I  :ay  if  we  had  to  put  an  advertise- 
ment into  the  papers  every  time  we  wanted  sup- 
plies it  would  affect  the  market;  dealers  would 
say  the  city  of  Boston  warns  to  buy  so  many  bar- 
rels of  flour  at  such  a  price,  and  it  would  lift  the 
market  at  once.  1  say  it  is  tor  the  inteiest  of  the 
c.ty  to  go  around  and  make  purchases  as  individ- 
uals would.  If  we  have  honest  men  to  de  1  with, 
I  don't  think  the  ordinance  amounts  to  anything 
at  all;  ami  as  imended  it  will  govern  all  the  large 
purchases  made,  it  will  apply  to  repairs  of  build- 
ings and  all  1  irge  matters;  the  matter  of  supplies 
is  all  the  old  ordinance  offects.  Within  a  few 
weeks  there  weie  two  or  three  carlo  ids  of  pota- 
toes at  the  depot.  I  allude  to  (hem  as  they 
have  already  been  mentioned — and  the  regular 
purchaser  of  that  class  of  article  secured  them  at 
from  five  to  ten  cents  a  bushel  less  than  he  would 
have  given  at  the  store,  and  then  lugged  down 
aboard  the  boat.  There  is  a  chauce  where  the 
prici  would  have  gone  up  befo:e  thoy  could  have 
complied  with  the  ordinance.  It  is  very  evident 
Co  me  that  a  considerable  saving  can  be  made  in 
the  purchases,  provided  we  have  honest  men  to 
deal  with;  and  1  bcliev  i  them  to  be  so. 

Mt.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— In  regard  to  any  state- 
ments which  have  been  tin  own  out  about  the 
man  geinent  of  the  public  institutions,  I  think 
they  should  have  no  weight  m  the  co  sideratiou 
of  toe  matter  before  us,  A  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  investigate  those  poiuts;  they  have 
rot  reported,  we  have  no  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  the  statement,  and  we  are  bound  to  consider 
that  everything  is  right.  15ut  in  regard  to  the 
subject  before  us,  l  am  sorry  to  disagree  with  my 
friend  from  Ward  (i  as  to  the  principle  involved. 
I  have  heard  no  argument  advanced  here 
tonight  to  show  why  the  Board  ot  Direc- 
tors should  be  made  an  exceprion  to  a 
general  rule  th»t  has  been  established  in  re- 
gard to  advertising  for  supplies.  The  gentleman 
remarks  that  if  we  have  competent  and  honest 
men  to  manage  these  affairs  there  is  no  need  of 
any  of  those  restrictions;  that  is  very  true,  but 
the  argument  will  apply  to  almost  every  case 
against  which  restrictions  are  made.  On  the  oth- 
er hand,  houest  and  competent  men  do  not  object 
to  proper  restrictions;  they  do  not  find  that  they 
inteifere  with  their  dutie;.  If  it  has  been  proved, 
on  the  whole,  that  the  principle  of  having 
these  restrictions  in  city  affairs  is  a  wise 
one,  it  is  better  even  that  an  individual 
case  should  suffer  a  little.  Although  the 
Directors  forJPublic  Institutions  might  feel  that  in 
given  cases  they  could  buy  supplies  some- 
what cheaoer  if  they  were  guided  entirely  by 
their  own  judgment,  without  the  restrictions,  I 
say  it  is  better  that  the  city  should  suffer  a  little, 
and  the  directots  be  put  to  a  little  inconvenience, 
rather  than  that  the  principle,  if  a  correct  one, 
should  be  thrown  aside.  Houest  and  capable  men 
can  go  on  under  such  restrictions  without  much 
difficulty,  ivrrile  if  you  remove  them  it  offers  a 
temptation  to  men  of  a  different  class  to  seek 
such  places  where  they  can  carry  on  the  business 
without  those  restrictions.  Therefore  I  think  the 
arguments  advanced  here  tonight  have  been 
rather  in  favor  of  retaining  this  principle  than  of 
taking  off  the  restrictions  in  this  particular  ease. 

Mr.  Sb:,w  of  Ward  5—1  am  very  glad  my  friend 
from  Ward  6  has  "Early  Rose"  to  defend  rhe  di- 
rectors, especially  the  "potato"  Dart  of  it,  though 
he  is  defending  an  entirely  wrong  piinciple,  which 


the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  enunciated.  Now 
let  us  see.  I  holn  in  my  hand  a  large  lot  of  let- 
ters received  from  the  railroad  corporations  in  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  potatoes  brought  to  this 
city.  Heie  is  one:  Fitchbuig  Railroad,  718,580 
bushels  last  year.  Other  roads  are  in  the  same 
proportion.  Now,  why  not  get  contracts  for  yearly 
supDhes  lor  protection  from  the  same  sources  and 
buy  cheaply  ?  Now  this  is  no  boys'  play,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident. Nobody  in  the  lea- 1  impugns  the  honesty 
or  integrity  of  the  two  gentlemen  at  this 
board  who  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors; but  they  are  defending  a  principle  that  is 
wrong.  The"  gentleman  from  Waid  13  says  I 
charged  that  the  directors  have  neglected  their 
duty  wilfully.  I  did,  sir,  repeateoiy.  I  do  not 
charge  him,' because  he  has  been  a  member  of 
that  hoard  but  a  short  time.  I  called  the  atten- 
tion of  members  of  that  board  to  the  fact— aud 
gentlemen  remember  it  now— that  it  was  their  du- 
ty to  make  a  quarterly  report.  They  don't  do  it. 
The  Auditor's  Exhibit  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Giv  us  the  details;  given-  th  ;  list  of  supplies 
bought,  the  parties  who  bought  them,  who 
they  were  oougbt  fiom,  "hat  was  paid  for 
them.  Give  us  a  merchandise  account— Bought 
of  John  Jones  one  barrel  of  beef  or  a 
thousand  ;  bought  it  of  John  Jones,  Job1!  Belknap 
or  anybody  else.  How  easy  and  how  common  it 
is  to  buy  fiom  one  man  ml  make  th«  bill  out  in 
somebody's  else  name.  My  fneno  from  Ward  6 
Quotes  Mr.  Parker.  It  is  not  a  parallel  case.  Mr. 
Parker  purchases  for  his  orn  table;  be  does  not 
buy  for  anybody  else.  It  is  no  parallel  at  all,  sir. 
My  friend  from  the  Highland  District  s-ys  some- 
thing In  regard  to  competition.  I,  is  competition 
that  we  want,  public  compe:itioii ;  issue  a  notice 
and  give  the  public  a  chance  to  compete.  There 
is  where  the  city  suffers.  Now,  my  fiiend 
from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Page]  is  very  unfortunate  in  his 
reference  to  the  City  Hospital.  What  a  terrible 
simile  that  is.  (read  from  a  pamphlet  recently  nub- 
lish-d  giving  the  facts  in  r  gaid  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital: Up  to  last  year  Che  City  Hospital  cost  ,$502,- 
000,  and  there  has.  been  an  additional  appropria- 
tion within  the  last  two  years  of  §190,000,  making 
$692,000,  in  audition  to  hich  it  costs  $120,000  a 
year  to  carry  it  on,  while  it  accommodates  but  some 
200  patients.  Was  there  ever  such  a  thing  heard 
of  in  a  civilized  city  like  this?  One  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  were  spent 
last  year  to  cany  on  chat  institution  under 
a  system  which  the  gentleman  claims  to  be  a  prop- 
er one,  and  a  fair  criterion  to  judge  by;  and  it 
has  accommodated  but  about  200  patients.  I  have 
this  fact  from  one  ot  the  trustees,  that  is  a  ter- 
rible simile,  indeed.  I  want  no  such  institution 
carried  on  by  the  city  of  Boston  in  that 
way.  Let  us  have  everything  open  to 
competition.  It  is  all  very  well  to  have 
requisitions  every  fortnight;  but  that 
does  not  militate  against  the  practice  of  competi- 
tion. Cannot  flour  be  contracted  for  in  any  large 
Western  cities  to  be  supplied  daily,  if  it  is  want- 
ed? Hundreds  of  firms  in  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago,  and  all  parts  of  the  West,  would  be  glad 
to  contract  at  lower  prices  than  the  Directors  pay 
for  flour  now,  and  be  glad  to  furnish  it  every  day 
over  the  railroad;  and  the  same  is  true  of  beef 
and  pork.  Everything  can  be  supplied  in  that 
way  and  the  saving  of-  a  larga  amount  of  money 
made.  Why  stand  up  here  and  argue  against  that 
principle?  Why  not  try  It?  Tne  old  system  has 
•ost  enormously  at  the  city  hospital ;  now  give  us 
an  opportunity  to  ny  another  principle. 

Mr.  Woitmore  of  Ward  4— I  wish  to  make  one 
statement  iu  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
13.  I  believe  he  was  not  here  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council.,  aud  therefore  is  unaware  that 
what  I  have  stt.ted  tonight  is  only  a  repetition  of 
what  I  said  then.  I  was  obliged  by  the  rules  of 
the  Couacil  to  make  that  statement,  because  I  was 
questioned.  The  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
have  gone  so  far  over  the  ground  that 
it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything 
more.  It,  is  perfectly  evident  that  the 
amount  of  money  spent  is  very  large,  some 
$300  a  day.  The  law  is  good  enough  as  it  stands, 
and  the  best  thing  is  to  indefinitely  postpone  this 
ordinance  and  leave  the  law  as  it  is.  The  only 
other  material  remark  made  that  I  wish  to  answer 
is  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  who  has 
attempted  to  defend  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. I  don't  tbmk  it  is  necessary  to  defend 
that  committee.  Every  committee  wili  make  mis- 
takes, and  it  is  not  surprising  that  this  ordi- 
nance should  have  slipped  through  that  com- 
mittee,   especially    when    it    came     with     the 
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indorsemeflt  of  so  respectable  *,  body  as  the  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Irstitutior-a.  Bur  one  of  his 
arguments  is  the  weakest  that  has  beea  advanced 
tonight.  He  states  that  a  man  who  is  coope^em 
to  go  into  the  market  and  buy  goods  is  per- 
fectly incompetent,  when  the  goods  are  bi ought 
in,  to  see  whether  they  .igres  with  the  sample.  I 
tbink  that  argument  should  stand  by  itself.  It 
would  be  an  interesting  study  to  see  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6,  if  elected  on 2  of  the  directors, 
carrying  out  his  system.  It  is  very  refreshing  to 
see  a  man  who  takes  that  view  of  human  nature; 
it  is  touchingly  beautiful  to  see  such  confidence 
in  his  fellow  citizens.  I  like  to  see  the  gen- 
tleman come  back  from  the  contemplation  of 
iuial  parks  and  devote  himself  to  such  a  matter 
as  this  and  instruct  us.  I  should  like  to  seem  him 
going  into  market  to  make  purchases  for  the  city, 
with  a  label  in  one  hand,  saving  that  he  wanted 
flour  or  potatoes ,  and  a  bag  of  money  in  the  other 
hand,  asking  the  dealers  to  fix  their  own  prices 
and  to  help  themselves.  I  am  sorry  to  say  tuat  is 
not  the  way  people  do  business  now-a-days,  arid 
until  we  have  such  a  benevolent  innocent  on  the 
board  I  fear  we  must  deal  in  the  usual  way.  The 
only  argument  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
is  that  a  respectable  body  came  before  them,  they 
heard  only  one  side  of  the  case  and  passed  it. 
The  Committee  oh  Ordinances  has  merely  a  min- 
isterial duty  to  perform  in  many  cases.  I  hope 
the  ordinance  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Crockei  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  has  a  peculiar  fancy  for  telling  me  what 
I  want  to  say,  and  of  explaining  that  I  intended 
to  do  one  thing  or  aaother,  which  was  in  fact  the 
last  tning  in  my  mind .  He  has  represented  that 
I  attempted  to  excuse  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances for  letting  something  slip  through  which 
they  are  not  prepared  to  back  up.  I  desire  to  say 
that  the  majority  of  that  committee  approved  of 
the  ordinance,  that  they  gave  it  carefufconsirter- 
ation,  that  they  thought  it  a  proper  ordinance  to 
pass;  and  so  far  as  I  know,  they  think  so 
now.  Then  the  gentleman  amuses  himself 
a  great  deal  with  the  idea  that  I  said 
that  a  person  who  was  competent  to  select  sup- 
plies when  he  went  and  bought  them  would  uot 
be  competent  to  tell,  when  they  were  brought  to 
him,  whether  they  auswered  to  the  proposals.  I 
did  not  say  anything  of  the  kind.  I  simply  said 
this:  that  when  proposals  are  advertised  tor,  and 
the  articles  are  brought  to  the  board,  although 
the  members  of  the  board  may  be  perfectly  com- 
petent to  judge  whether  the  articles  offered  are 
satisfactory  or  not,  there  may  well  be  such  a  vari- 
ation in  the  articles  that,  although  plainly  not 
satisfactory,  a  refusal  to  take  them  will  give  rise 
to  unpleasant  and  Disagreeable  disputes,  and 
perhaps  to  suits  at  law;  and  the  board,  know- 
ing and  feeling  that  they  have  aot  such  articles  as 
they  bought,  will  be  compelled  eitber  to  reject 
tliem  and  risk  a  lawsuit,  or  to  take  something  that 
they  would  never  willingly  have  bought.  A.ud  it 
may  be  that  if  they  reject  the  articles  offered, 
their  sunplies  will  give  out  entirely  before  they 
can  ;  dvertise  for  and  get  new  pioposjls.  My 
position  is  that  if  we  have  honest  directors,  it 
is  plainly  tor  the  mterest  of  the  city  to  let  them 
go  ami  buy  when  and  where  they  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedient. If  we  have  dishonest  diiectors,  1  claim 
that  the  safeguard  will  not  amount  to  auythh  g. 
It  will  be  a  mere  delusion  and  a  snare.  It  will 
pretend  to  be  a  safeguard  and  will  not  amount  to 
anything.  Tne  gentleman  from  Ward  9  [Mr 
Jaques]  I  think  has  made  one  erroneous  statement. 
He  alleged  that  we  proposed  to  make  an  exception 
in  the.  case  of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 
As  I  understand  it,  we  change  what  is  au  excep- 
tion and  make  it  come  under  the  general  rule. 
There  is  now  no  other  board  required  to  advertise 
for  supplies,  except  the  Directors  of  East  Boston 
Ferries,  and  rhey  have  only  one  or  two  kind;',  of 
articles  to  advertise  for,  and  their  advertising  for 
supplies  cannot  be  much  of  an  obstacle  to  c;ii  ly- 
ing on  their  business.  All  other  boards  ami  pub- 
lic officials  are  notiequiied  to  make  this  adver- 
tisement for  pioposals.  The  proposition  now  i- 
to  put  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  on  the 
same  footing  with  ether  officers. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  has  stated  the  matter  exactly  cor- 
rect. There  is  no  other  board  which  is  required 
to  advertise  except  the  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions. So  far  as  I  am  coucei  ned,  I  am  willing 
that  the  directors  should  be  required  to  advertise 
for  supplies;  I  have  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  and 
in  order  that  some  ordinance  may  be  framed  to 
meet  the  case  I  move  that  the  report  and  ordi- 


nance be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances "with  instructions  to  report  an  ordi- 
nance by  which  all  boards  nnd  committees  shall 
be  governed  in  the  purchase  of  supplies." 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Waro  9  moved  t~  amend  by  in- 
serting "to  coosidsr  the  expeoiency  of"  reporting 
such  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Page  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevailed.    Sent  up. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrigan  of  "Ward  1,  the  order 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  one  from  each  ward  for 
the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $15,000,  was  taken  from  the 
table,  by  a  rising  vote — 17  for,  7  against. 

The  question  w  is  on  giving  tbe  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Moirison  of  "Ward  9  moved  to  make  the 
amount  $5,000. 

Mr.  Whuuiorc  of  Ward  4  moved  that  the 
amount  be  $10,000. 

Mr.  Mo i  rison  of  "Ward  9-1  make  that  motion 
from  the  fact  that  aB  order  has  been  passed  to  a 
second  leading  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  an 
appropriation  of  $5500  for  this  purpose.  That 
proposition  is  made  in  view  of  the  large  expendi- 
ture we  are  going  to  make  on  the  Seventeenth  of 
June,  and  from  the  opinion  that  the  expense  of 
the  celebration  on  the  Fourth  of  July  should  be 
cut  down  to  that  for  ringing  the  bells,  tiring  sa- 
lutes and  providing  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  school  -children.  I  think  that  pro- 
gramme will  be  sufficiently  elaborate  for 
the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  this  year. 
I  hope  also  that  the  number  of  the  committee  will 
be  cut  down,  and  as  tbe  Bo  rd  of  Aldermen  have 
proposed  three  from  that  brar  ch,  I  move  to  amend 
by  making  the  number  of  Councilmen  five  instead 
of  one  from  each  ward. 

Mi.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 — I  suppose  that,  as  the 
Board  of  Udeimen  have  said  this,  it  would  be 
just  as  well  for  us  to  go  on  and  do  just  what  they 
say.  Of  course  we  have  no  right  to  differ  from 
the  views  of  that  august  body,  but  must  simply 
follow  out  their  commands,  appoint  a  committee 
to  suit  them,  and  appropriate  the  amount  that 
they  say.  We,  of  course,  ought  not  to  differ  tram 
theiu  in  this  matter,  or  anything  else.  But,  Mr. 
President,  we  know  that  all  boys  born 
and  brought  up  in  Boston  live  in  anticipation  of 
tbe  Fourth  of  July.  Notwithstanding  that  the 
Seventeenth  of  June  is  a  very  big  day  now,  the 
Fourth  of  July  is  looked  forward  to  bv  the  little 
ones,  and  indeed  bv  older  persons.  We  cannot 
t  ke  away  from  the  people  their  right  to  witness 
a  regatta  on  that  day.  We  are  not  going  to  give 
them  that  enjoyment  on  the  Seventeenth  of  June. 
"We  cannot  take  away  from  the  people  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  band  or  tw«  of  music  on  that  day. 
Some  gentlemen  can  go  out  of  town  and  enjoy 
themselves  on  the  hills,  in  tbe  valleys, 
on  the  lakes  and  rivets,  and  elsewhere, 
and  it  is  all  very  weU  for  thrUi  to 
speak  against  the  appropriation  of  a  few 
thousand  dollars  to  amuse  the  people  on  that 
day.  It  l-  all  very  »ell  as  a  streak  of  econo- 
my in  the  Board  of  Aldermen ;  it  is  verv  frank, 
and  it  is  veil  that  the  people  should  know  that 
that  great  body  is  economical.  And  they  are 
bound  the  people  snail  tnow  it  through  the  pies-. 
as  they  iise  in  their  places;  our  they  can  sit  down 
and  be  not.  quite  so  economical  in  certain  ways 
as  they  ought  to  be.  But  this  beginning 
to  curtail  the  pleasures  of  the  people  ou 
tne  Fourth  of  July  is  not  a  proper  way  to  econo- 
mize, I  think.  The  City  Govera.ue  t  of  Boston 
ca  not  tike  away  from  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
.  r  people  the  gratification  of  seeing  i  boat  race 
on  the  Fourth  of  July.  There  are  hundreds  ot 
thousands  who  like  to  see  a  boat  race  who  do  uot 
care  to  see  a  large  procession;  they  do  uor  one  to 
see  the  City  Grovernniem  ami  others  riding  in 
barouches,  with  a  targe  army  ot  soldiers  ahead 
of  them  and  another  large  army  behind  them.  But 
the  boat  race  they  do  e'vjoy.  A  procession  is  no 
enjoyment  to  the  children.  I  am  wiiiiug  to  ac- 
cept the  aiuendmeut  for  $10,000.  but  l  would 
rather  have  no  celebration  at  all  than  accept  the 
$5000.  I  think  it  is  wroug  to  out  it  down  to  $5000 
and  having  nothing  but  a  jingling  of  bolls.  I 
think  that  is  a  u  long  principle  to  go  upou  in  the 
celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  •>- It  seems  to  me  that  it 
will  be  judicious  for  us  to  endeavor  to  have  a  vety 
economical  celebration  tor  the  Fourth  of  duly. 
We  have  already  appropriated $30,000  tor  the  Sev- 
enteenth of  June,  and  I  have  great   tear  that  the 
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expense  will  be  above  that  sum.  There  are  cer- 
tain sub-committees  who  can  control  their  ex- 
Jienditures  ano  will  be  williug  to  keep  them  strict- 
y  within  the  lines  of  their  appropriations.  But 
there  are  other  matters  that  cannot  be  controlled 
—the  expense  of  iivited  guests,  for  instance.  They 
come  here  and  must  be  taken  care  of;  their 
hotel  bills  must  be  paid;  it  is  known  that  some 
people  who  are  invited  bring;  their  families,  and 
the  hotel  bills  are  enormous.  Those  who  have 
seen  the  hotel  bills  for  such  occasions  know  they 
are  immense.  It  would  not  surprise  me  to  see 
the  expense  of  the  Seventeenth  of  June  run  up 
to  $50,000.  Under  those  circumstances  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  wise  for  us  to  at  least  start  with  an 
endeavor  to  have  an  economical  celebration  on 
the  Fourth  of  July.  I  think  it  quite  possible  that 
the  arrangement  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  could  be  carried  out  for  $5000. 
We  could  have  a  boat  race  and  entertainments 
for  that  amount;  and  even  if  it  cost  a  little  more, 
is  n't  it  wise  for  us  to  start  on  a  small  basis.  If 
found  necessary,  or  if  we  found  that  the  celebra- 
tion on  the  Seventeenth  ot  June  is  not  so  large  as 
we  expect,  we  might  add  something  to  the  amount 
for  the  Fourth  of  July.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
wise  to  start  with  the  sum  of  $5000,  suggested  by 
niy  colleague  from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  desire  to  say  only 
one  word  in  regard  to  the  size  of  the  committee; 
as  to  the  amount  of  money  to  be  appropriated, 
the  figures  will  impress  each  member  of  the 
Council.  But  as  to  the  size  of  the  committee  it 
would  seem  to  be  absurd  to  hive  twenty-one 
members,  when  there  are  only  seven  for  the  Sev- 
enteenth of  June.  There  is,  however,  a  distinc- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Fourth  of  July.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  we  have  bad  many  entertain- 
ments going  on  in  different  parts'  of  the  city 
at  the  same  time,  which  require  sub-committees, 
troin  the  tact  that  theie  is  some  local  feeling.  It 
is  not  a  centennial  celebration;  it  comes  every 
ye  r and  it  has  been  the  custom  to  have  a  sub- 
committee to  see  that  every  part  of  the  city  gets 
its  share.  As  the  $10,000  seems  to  be  a  small 
amount  to  quarrel  over,  I  hope  the  twenty-one 
members  of  the  committee  will  confine  themselves 
to  spending  it  Honestly  and  properly. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  believe 'in  the  Fourth 
of  July  and  in  spending  this  $15,000,  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  for  a  good  many  years,  [t  is 
true  that  we  are  going  to  spend  $30,000  on  the 
Seventeenth  of  June,  but  that  is  for  a  purpose  en- 
tirely different  from  the  Fourth  of  July.  We 
shall  entertain  strangers,  and  moot  of  the  money 
will  be  spent  for  the  guests  and  for  hotel  bills. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  al- 
luded to  the  large  expenditure  for  ho- 
tel bills,  and  sugg' sts  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  some  of  the  committees  to  meet  the  demands 
that  will  be  made  upon  them.  Not  a  irreat  while 
ago  we  ha«  a  large  hotel  bill  for  a  certain  visitor 
to  our  citv;  but  is  that  any  reason  why  we  should 
do  away  with  this  expenditure  for  the  Fourth  of 
July?  I  hops  the  order  for  $15,000  will  pass,  and 
that  the  committee  will  consist  of  one  from  each 
ward,  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  have  in 
th'1  past. 

•  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  is  quite  unnecessary  for 
me  to  repeat  what  my  friend  has  said,  that  I  be- 
lieve in  the  Fourth  of  July.  That  ispatent  to  me, 
as  is  well  known  to  the  members  of  the  Council. 
And  I  am  sorry  to  hear  my  tuend  from  Ward  9 
[Mr.  Peabody]  say  he  oelieves  his  own  committee 
will  need  a  great  deal  more  than  $30,000.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  I  said  I  thought  so,  when  I 
spoke  upon  that  question,  and  I  remarked  then 
that  we  ought  to  appropriate  $50,000,  and  that  it 
woukl  be  better  to  make  it  $100,000  for  this  great 
centennial  as  it  ought  to  be  celebrated.  But  mu?t 
the  Fourth  of  Julv  suffer?  The  boys  believe  in 
and  depend  upon  it  more  than  they  do  upon  the 
Seventeenth  of  June.  Must  their  celebration  suf- 
fer and  the  appropriation  be  cutdowr-?  I  will 
vote  with  the  greatest  pleasure  to  increase  the 
sum  for  the  centennial,  if  the  committee 
recommend  it;  but  I  will  not  vote  to  cut 
down  the  appropriation  for  the  Fourth  of 
July.  1  think  this  amount  is  small  enough. 
Talk  about  economy;  it  is  parsimony  to  cut 
it  down.  The  money  is  not  to  go  to  enrich 
patentees  of  sweeping  macbires;  the  poor 
eetit,;  everybody  gets  some  of  it;  it  comes  from 
the  pockets  of  the  rich,  from  the  taxes  they  pay, 
and  goes  to  the  poor  people,  and  helps  to 
raise  them  in  the  scale.  The  poor  will  obtain 
a  large  proportion  of  this  $30,000,  and 
I  hope  the  committee  will  retain   the  larger  sum, 


fori  know  it  will  be  properly  expended  under 
their  jurisdiction.  I  don't  want  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, sir,  to  be  parsimonious,  but  always  to  be  eco- 
nomical and  never  go  to  ths  other  extreme.  What 
did  it  cost  for  the  Fourth  ot  July  last  year?  what 
the  year  before,  and  the  year  previous  to  that? 
Ordinarily  over  $20,000.  Year  before  last,  sir,  it  was 
$22,000  or  $23,000.  I  ho,  e  it  will  not  be  cut 
down,  aud  as  for  the  committee  I  care 
not  whether  it  be  large  or  small,  if  it  is 
competent  to  use  the  money  judiciously  and  spend 
the  money  where  it  ought  to  be  spent.  I  do  not 
care  who  gets  it  so  it  is  spent  judiciously  and 
among  those  people  who  deserve  it.  I  think,  as 
my  friend  from  r,he  Ninth  Ward  has  said, they  may 
need  more  money,  and  I  think  the  sooner  they  ask 
for  it  the  better,  and  the  better  it  will  be  appro- 
priated. I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3—1  heartily  concur  in 
the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  and  move  the  previous  question. 

The  amendments  to  substitute  $10,000  for  $15,000 
wa«  lost. 

The  amendment  to  substitute  $5000  was  lost. 

Mr.  Morrison  ot  Y»ard  9  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment to  make  the  committee  consist  of  five  in- 
stead of  one  from  each  ward. 

The  order  was  then  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
and  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  moved  to  substitute 
$10,000  for  $15,000. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  moved  to  substitute  $7000. 

Mr.  Duggan  of  Ward  5  moved  to  substitute 
$20,000. 

The  amendments  were  lost  and  the  order  was 
passed  tor  $15,000  by  a  vote  of  44  yeas  to  17  nays, 
as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Brackett,  Bur- 
gess, Cawley,  Clarke, Collins,  Coyle,Cushman,D&- 
mon,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  (iuild,  Harmon,  Harrigan, 
Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury, Kingsley,  Lap- 
pen,  Leighton,  Long,  Moley,  Mooney,  Noyes,  Os- 
borne, Power,  Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Siacey,  Sweet- 
ser,  Tram,  .Trull,  Walbridge,  Wbitojore,  Wilbur, 
AVilson,  Woods— 44. 

Nays — Messrs.  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cushing,  Gold- 
thwait,  Howes,  Jaques,Loring,  Morrison, Newton, 
Page,  Barker,  Peabody,  Pierce,  sprague,  Thacher, 
Wadsworth,  Willcutt— 17. 

SEWING   MACHINES  AT  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  special  committee  to 
investigate  into  the  doings  of  the  Directors  of 
Public  Institutions  be  requested  to  report  at  the 
next  mepting  of  the  Couocil. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  order  will  not 
pass.  I  hope  time  will  be  given  to  the  committee 
to  investigate  very  thoroughly  the  doiogs  of  that 
board. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15VA  week  ago  tonight 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  said  the  report 
would  be  ready  next  week  and  that  it  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  committees.  If  it  is 
ready  I  do  not  see  why  the  committee 
should  not  report  at  the  next  meeting.  They  have 
had  seven  or  eight  weeks  since  they  commenced 
the  consideration  of  the  subject.  They  have  not 
asked  for  any  further  time  and  by  the  rules  of  the 
Council  they  are  required  to  report  in  four  weeks. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  am  entirely  at  a  loss, 
sir,  to  account  for  the  pertinacity  with  which  the 

gentleman  has  followed  up  this  inquiry.  We  have 
ad  nothing  parallel  to  it  this  year.  I  am  cer- 
tainly not  aware  of  any  cause  for  it.  It  is  very 
easy  to  state  to  th:  Council  that  in  the  first  place  I 
did  not  m.ake  the  representation  which  the 
gentleman  has  quoted.  At  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council  I  stated  that  a  report  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  committee— a  prelimi- 
nary report— ana  that  it  would  probably  be  ready, 
but  that  a«  I  had  no  control  over  the  clerk  I  was 
unable,  of  course,  to  state  any  fixed  time.  But 
that  is  a  matter  of  very  little  importance.  As  a 
substitute  for  the  order  I  move  that  the  commit- 
tee have  authority  to  report  at  such  time  as  is 
most  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  in  their 
opinion.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  Coun- 
cil censure  us  or  give  us  a  vote  of  confidence,  as 
they  see  fit. 

Mr.  Thacher  of    Ward  15 — It   is  a  matter   of 

record  —  what    the    gentleman     from    Ward   4 

said  at  the  last  meeting  is  reported  in  the  minutes 

of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  believe  I  am  right 
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in  stating  tliat  there  are  no  minutes  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  print  on  the  gentleman's  desk  or  elsewhere. 
As  I  understan  d  it  we  have  a  report  made  whicli 
does  not  profess  to  be  verbatim.  I  doubt  if  thero 
is  any  record  taken  of  the  remarks  which  I  made 
the  other  evening.  I  think  my  report  is  as  likely 
to  be  correct  as  the  other.  If  the  gentleman 
makes  a  mistake  about  the  minutes  in  a  matter  of 
that  kind,  I  may  be  mistaken  as  to  what  I  said. 
Possibly  I  spoke  indistinctly,  but  I  think  I  know 
what  I  said. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  move  that  the  order  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  prevailed. 


THE  WATEB.    BOAED. 

Mr,  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  move  to  take  from 
the  table  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Water  respecting  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  water  boards. 
[City  Doc.  No.  64.] 

The  motion  was  lost. 

NEW  CITY  CHAKTEB. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  call  for  the  special 
assignment — new  city  charter  as  amended  by  the 
Aldermen.     [City  Doc.  No.  50.] 

The  Council  refused  to  take  up  the  charter, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY   34,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting-  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M. 
Alderman  Clark,  Chaiiman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS   CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Thomas  F.  Fitzgerald, 
Boston  Base  Ball  Grounds;  John  A..  Hunt,  Charles 
E.  Eastman,  Wave/  ley  House ;  Chester  R.  Merrill, 
Sears  Building;  Garuner  A.  Churchill,  Dorchester 
Lower  Falls  and  its  vicinity;  Erastus  Bodge,  In- 
dia-wharf Market;  Patrick  Fcfly,  James  Gillis, 
Glendon  Company,  East  rioston. 

Agents  of  iheCity  to  take  ihe  Decern  lal  Census 
— George  M.  Gale,  James F.  Bradbury,  James  Hol- 
land, Arthur  R.  Underwood 

HE.UUNUS  ON   OUDEH  OP  NOTICE. 

Several  oi tiers  of  notice  came  up  in  the  regular 
order  for  he  rings  thereon,  and  the  tollowiug  ac- 
tion was  taken ; 

Savers.  On  expediency  of  constructing  sewers 
as  follows:  In  Meiidian  street,  between  Whiie 
and  Eagle  streets;  in  Ashburton  place,  at  westerly 
end  ;  in  Warren  sircet,  between  Quincy  a  d  Claw- 
ford,  streets ;  in  S  vin  Hill  avenue  and  Pleasant 
street;  in  Savin,  Tupelo  and  Quincy  streets.  No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  petition,  were  re- 
committed to  the  Cornuiitt-e  on  Sewers. 

On  expediency  ot  constructing  a  sewer  in  Nor- 
folk avenue,  Humphrey  street,  through  pnvato 
land  to  Berkeley  court,  Berkeley  court,  Hamlet, 
Boston,  Albnght  and  Sumner  streets. 

Ebenezer  Clapp  appeare  i  and  objected  to  the 
sewer  in  Sumner  street,  thinking  it  was  not  i  eed- 
ed;  nearly  sil  the  abutters  oppo=e  it  and  will  not 
use  it  if  constructed ;  another  reason  is  that  busi- 
ness is  so  uull  they  cannot  make  enough  to  ray 
for  half  the  sewer;  if  done,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
postponed.  Mr.  Clapp  spoKe  of  the  opposr.ion  oi 
sever  1  other  parties. 

Martin  L.  Bradford  was  inteiested  in  property 
on  Sumner  street,  near  Stoughto^  street,  and  at 
present  no  public  necessity  or  private  conven- 
ience cemaeds  the  sewer  theie  now.  The  abut- 
ters do  not  require  it,  and  he  and  his  neighbors 
opposed  it. 

Henry  R.  Reynolds  agreed  with  Mr.  Bradford, 
and  had  ao  use  foi  the  sewer;  it  ought  to  be  post- 
poned. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
00  Sen  erg. 

Steam  Engines.  The  petitions  of  George  F. 
Meacham,  for  leave  to  locate  a  steam  engine  at 
127  Summer  street;  E.  P.  Cutler  &  Co.,  for  leave 
to  locate  a  steam  engine  on  Culvcit  aud  Hamp- 
shire streets,  were  considered  on  orders  ot  notice; 
bat  no  one  appeared  to  ooject,  and  they  were  sev- 
erally referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Metropolitan  Railroad .  The  petition  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad  Compaiv  for  a  turnout  on 
Tremout  street  near  Hillside  avenue,- was  next 
considered.  C.  A.  Richards,  president  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad,  appeared  and  said  t'je  turn- 
out was  to  accommodate  tne  Brookline  peo.ele, 
whom  they  intended  to  give  more  cars. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

Tne  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany tor  a  double  track  ou  Columbus  avenue, 
from  Berkeley  street  to  Park  square,  with  suita- 
ble curves  and  turnouts,  to  connect  .vith  the  track 
in  Boylston  street,  was  coasidejed. 

Mr.' Richards  said  it  was  intended  to  extend  a 
double  track  through  the  avenue  between  Berke- 
ley ami  Boylston  streets,  in  order  to  accommo- 
date the  Providence  Depot  travel,  and  the  petition 
is  made  at  th^  request  of  the  Kost  >n  &  Providence 
Railroad  Company.  The  street  is  not  wholly 
paved,  and  the  laving  of  the  track  wi.l  pave  the 
city  the  expanse  of  paving  a  large  part  of  the 
roadway,  lie  had  intended  to  petition  for  the 
rignt  to  go  through  Eliot  street,  but  had  beeo 
couvinced  that  that  street  was  too  much  frequent- 
ed by  heavy  teams  for  the  Board  to  erant  it.  The 
company  intended  to  run  their  Berkeley-street  de- 

Sot  cars  through  Charles  stieet   to   the  northern 
epots,  and  thus  give  their  South   and  West  Eud 
patroDs  better  facilities. 

In  reply  to  questions  by  Alderuoa.i  Burrage,  Mr. 
Richards  said  the  number  ot   cars  on  the  street 


would  not  he  increased;  they  tun  through  Berke- 
ley street  now  at  the  rate  of  one  every  fifteen 
minu'-ss  during  some  parts  of  the  ds.y,  and  seven 
and  a  halt  minutes  at  otber  hours. 

A.  A.  Folsom,  superintendent  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad,  said  he  bad  been  appealed 
to  a  great  many  times  during  Jie  past  year  for 
additional  facilities  for  transportation  from  the 
depot  to  othei  parts  of  the  city;  the  travel- 
ling public  had  felt  the  need  of  this  line,  and 
the  want  will  'ce  greater  next  year,  as  the 
business  of  the  road  is  constantly  on  the  increase. 
People  had  repeatedly  said  to  hi.n  that  their  depot 
was  complete  rn  everything  but  cbis  lack  of  horse- 
car  communication  with  the  business  part  of  the 
city,  and  consequently  he  bad  asked  the  Metro- 
politan Railivad  Company  to  piesentthis  petition. 

Dr.  George  S.  Jones,  called  by  Mr.  Richards, 
said  the  citizens  of  the  West  End  felt  the  need  of 
communication  with  the  SouthEnd  and  cbe north- 
ern depots,  and  this  plan  would  be  a  great  accom- 
modation to  them. 

No  one  else  desiring  to  be  heard,  the  petition 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETtTIONS    BEFEKHED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Heirs  ot  Charles  Hulbtrt,  lor  abatement 
of  tax  of  1874  on  per.  onal  property. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  Joseph  L.  Wells,  for  leave  to  occupy  an 
old  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Orleans  street, 
rear  No.  38. 

George  Lamb,  tor  leave  to  oe>upy  a  new  brick 
stable  for  sixteen  horses  at  No.  10  ILrymaiket 
place. 

B.  E.  ddcord,  for  I  e.ve  to  occupy  a  new  wood- 
en stable  for  one  horse  at  No.  12  Wild  avenue, 
W  rdl7. 

Janes  Parker,  foi  leave  to  occupy  a  new  brick 
siaDle  for  forty  horses,  on  corner  Harrison  avenue 
and  Gloucester  i>lace. 

R.  T.  Paine,  Ji.,  for  leave  to  occupv  two  wood- 
en stables  for  fifteen  horses  each,  on  Culvert 
street,  near  The  railroad. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Harbor.  L.  B. 
Morse  et  a?.,  that  a  portion  of  Roxcury  Canal  be 
dredged. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  Part  of  the 
Board.  George  H.  WiUiams,  to  be  heard  iu  rela- 
tion to  the  proposed  removal  of  obstructions  on 
Seaverns  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Sarah  E. 
Finn,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuiies  caused  by  a 
fall  on  Kirkland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  ft'illtam  Say  ward 
et  at.,  for  sewers  in  Hancock  and  other  streets  at 
Upham's  Co  ner. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  John  Thurston 
and  Lucis  Peter,  for  licenses  to  grind  cutlery  in 
the  streets  of  this  city. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Boston 
Water  Power  Cimpany,  that  the  city  would  accept 
and  pay  for  the  strests  on  Back  Bay  constructed 
by  them. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Amasa  Bailey, 
for  abatement  ot  sidenalk  assessment  on  East 
Fifth  street. 

D.  EckJev,  Jr.,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
9-11  Cornbill. 

Boston  &  Alba oy  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to  close  Kneeland  street  against  the  passage  of 
vehicles  on  June  17. 

Heirs  of  Maria  Female],  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  on  Fourth  street. 

Joseph  G.  Shedd  et  al.,  that  Fountain  street, 
Ward  14,  be  graded,  et'-. 

Boston  &  Lowell,  Eastern,  Fitchburg  acd  Bos- 
ton &  Maine  Railroad  companies,  that  Prison 
Point  Bridge  be  closed  against  public  travel  on 
June  17. 

George  H.  "Williams  et  a?.,  to  be  paid  forgtade 
damages  on  Pond  street.  Ward  17. 

W.  It.  Cavanagh,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Milton  line. 

Charles  W.  Morris  et  al.,  that  edgesiones  be  set 
and  gutters  paved  en  bromley  park. 

J.  O'Sullivan,  l hat  Smith  street  be  graded  on  its 
Extension  to  Bumstead  lane. 

Hiram  A.  Wright  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  what 
was  Thornton  street   he  named  Thornton  avenue. 

Thomas  Lamb  et  al ,  that  State  street  be  paved 
with  wood. 

Maveric'i  Congregational  Society,  for  brick  side- 
walK  on  Liverpool  street. 

Adams  Express  Company,  et  al.,  that  the  street 
railway  tracks  in  Court  street  bf  removed. 

Rebecca  W.  Hough,  remonstrance  against  the 
proposed  enclosure  ot  a  portion  of  Berwick  park. 
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John  Cavauagh  for  leave  t>  move  a  wooden 
building;  from  Commercial  street,  Ward  16, 
through  Commercial  street  to  Clayton  street. 

John  Allen  et  al.,  That  the  city  contribute  tow- 
ards tbe  sprinkling  of  Eustis  street. 

Moseley,  Hodeman  &  Co.,  that  Washington 
square  be  put  in  order. 

Ebenezer  W.  Stoce  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a 
oortion  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Vernon 
stieet,  Roxbury. 

George  Ellis  et  al.,  for  street  watering  in  Ward 
16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  John  T.  Willey, 
for  leave  maintain  a  lant-rn  in  front  of  the 
Creighton  House,  245  Tremont  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  to  fix  the  salaries  of  the  following  offi- 
cers: Treasurer,  $6000;  Auditor,  $6000;  Collector 
of  taxes,  $5000.    Severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

Order  for  Committ<ie  on  Finance  to  leport  or- 
deis  for  paymeut  of  deputy  collectors,  et3.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special 
committ1  e  on  observance  of  the  nimty-ninth  an- 
niversary, of  Ameiicac  Independence;  tbe  ex- 
pense not  to  exceed  $5E0O.  Passed. — yeas  11,  nays 
1 — Alderman  Prescott  voting  nay.  Subsequently 
Alaeruian  Prescott,  WorthiDgton  and  O'Brien 
were  appointed  on  said  committee.    Sent  down. 

Order  to  pay  Phoebe  Samuels  $1,057.50,  for  land 
damages  on  Shawmut  at  enut.    Passed. 

Older  for  Cosbituate  Water  Boara  to  prosecute 
ail  patties  guiUy  of  pol'uting  the  waters  of  Pegao 
Brovk  or  oi  other  streams  flowing  into  Lake  Co- 
chituate. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute : 

Ordered,  That  cbapfei  228  of  the  act*  of  the  year 
1875,  being  emitted  "An  act  to  preserve  the  purity 
of  the  waters  of  Lake  Cochituate,"  fte  refined  to 
the  Cochituate  Water  Board  with  the  request  to 
consider  and  report  what  action  should  be  taken 
by  the  citv. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Tne  reason  I  offer  the 
substitute  U  that  act  which  tbe  tint  order  was 
intended  to  cover  was  amended  on  the  last  day  of 
the  Legislature  so  that  rhe  town  of  Natick  shall 
have  the  nght  to  divert  ihe  water  of  any  brook  or 
stream  running  into  Lake  Cochituate,  bin  the  act 
is  to  take  effect  upon%its  acceptance  by  the  city  of 
Boston,  which  is  very  pecuha-- 

The  substitute  was  adopted.    Sent  down. 

Ordinance  to  extend  the  powers  and  operations 
of  tbe  Police  Charitable  Fuid  for  five  years 
from  June  17.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Order  to  macadamize  Arcadia,  Atherton  incl 
Beethoven  streets,  and  to  set  edgestou.es,  etc. 
Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  Weld  avenue,  and  to  set 
edgestones,  etc.    Passed. 

Order  to  macadamize  Orchard  street,  and  to  set 
edgestones,  etc.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  Henry  Chandler,  for  leave  tooccupy 
a  stund  on  tbe  Commoii,  and  petition  of  George 
LotzeiaL,in  aid  of  same;  of  Bernard  Lennoo, 
for  the  payment  of  damages  to  estate  No  30iange 
court,  ou  Northainpton-sueet  district;  of  E.  E. 
Hill,  for  compensation  lor  damages  to  his  furni- 
ture ou  account  of  the  taking  of  his  house  bj  the 
city  in  1872  for  a  smallpox  hospital.  Severally  re- 
ferred. 

Accounts  of  City  Treasurer  referred. 

Report  that  claim  of  Carlton  S.  Bragg  against 
the  citv  bad  been  settled  for  $50.    Accepted. 

Report  nomin-iting  Alfred  T.  Turner  as  Auditor 
of  Accounts.  Accepted  ;  and  the  Board  proceeded 
to  ballot,  Aldermen.  Power  and  Stebbins  being  ap- 
pointee a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  repo-ied  that  Alfred  T.  Turner  bao  received 
12  votes,  the  whole  number  cast.  Mr.  lurnei  was 
declared  elected.    Certificate  sent  down. 

The  report  and  ordinance  to  aineod  an  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  public  institutions  (printed 
City  Doc.  No.  49, 1875)  came  up  recommitted,  with 
instructions  to  consider  the  expediency  of  report- 
ing an  ordinance  governing  all  boards  and  com- 
mittees in  the  purchase  of  supplies,  etc.  Con- 
curred. 

Order  for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  com- 
mittee to  arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  July,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  $15,000;  said 
committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each 
ward  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join. 


Alder  nan  Prescott— Of  course  the  Board  are  not 
in  favor  of  concurring  with  tbe  Common  Council, 
fince  they  have  passed  an  order  apDropriating 
$5500  and'appointing  a  committee  of  three,  with 
such  as  the  other  branch  may  join,  to  can  y  it  out. 
I  simply  desire  to  say  taat  I  voted  against  tne  or- 
der introduced  by  the  gsuleman  from  Ward  8 
because  I  thought  the  sum  of  money  too  small  to 
properly  carry  out  even  a  small  celebration ;  but  I 
am  not  in  favor  of  as  large  an  appropriation  as 
that  which  came  fiom  the  Council,  nor  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  so  large  c.  committee.  I  state  this 
in  explanation   of   my    vote   on   the  first   order. 

The  order  was  rejected  in  non-concur-enee — 
yeas  0,  nays  12.    Notice  sent  down. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

/School  Committee.  Request  for  a  convention 
od  Tuesday,  Jung  8,  at  V-/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Chail  s  L. 
Flint  of  Waid  10.    The  Board  concurred. 

WEST  CHESTER-PARK  BRIDGE. 

A  communicition  ws  leceived  fro  n  the  Rail- 
road Commissioner?,  transmitting  a  vote  grantintt 
permission  to  the  citv  to  construct  bridge  over 
<-he  Bcton  &  Albany  Railroad,  at  toe  crossing  of 
Boylston  :.treet  and  of  West  Chester-park  Bridge, 
of  such  a  height  as  will  leave  a  clear  opening  of 
fifteen  feet  above  the  r;ils.    Placed  on  file. 

JAIL  EXPENSES  FOR  MAY. 

Aiequisition  for  $1462.68  for  expenses  of  Suf- 
folk Coanty  Jail,  for  May,  was  received  fiom  the 
sheriff ,  and  which  being  duly  appioved  s^as  or- 
dered paid. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  repoits  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  a*  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted — Nine  newsbovs; 
two  bootblacks. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Refused— Charles  M. 
Smith,  L0  Brattle  square. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — Rush  McClellan,  352 
Princeton  street;  Joshua  Egin,  2S9  Hanover 
street. 

Auctioneer  Licensed  —  William  H.  Flint,  45 
Court  street. 

License  for  Bowling  Alley  Granted — John  H. 
Odenweller,  Bovlston  stre.t.Ward  17. 

Billiard  Lieen-es  Granted— George  Werner,  1097 
Tremont  street;  John  Werner,  1268  Tremont 
street;  E.  T.  Marhave,  23  Meridian  street. 

Hack  License  Refused — George  M.  Morse,  junc- 
tion of  Pearl  and  Congress  Greets. 

License  to  Deal  m  Second-Hand  Ar'icles  Grant- 
ed— Oraeiius  f.  Cronin,  128  Tyler  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR    WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  with  oiders 
authoiizicg  the  issuing  of  permits  to  erect  wood- 
en buildings,  accoiding  to  applications  on  file  in 
the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildiugs,  as  follows:  J.  J.  Williams,  Spring 
street,  Ward  17;  £.  O.  and  J.  1\  Rt?d,  Canal  str.  et, 
Waro  22;  Otis  H.  Weed.  Culveir  stivet,  Ward  15; 
Honara  Snellmg  &  Co.,  rear  588  Albany  street, 
Warn  10;  Eitchbuig  Railroad  Company,  on  their 
briuge  ovei  Charles  River.  Orders  severally  lead 
twice  and  passed.    Sent  oown, 

On  the  question  of  th  ■  passage  of  the  ord;r  re- 
lating to  the  Fitchbure  Railroad  Com  i  any,  Alder- 
man Harris  asked  what  rule  governed  the  com- 
mittee in  reportiug  upon  these  petitions. 

Alderman  Pope— I  don't  know  auy  reason  whj 
this  petition  sbould  not  be  granted."  Ihe  building 
is  to  be  located  on  their  own  property  t>  curry  o_. 
their  on  business,  and  .  e  asked  for  a  second 
teadiug  that  they  may  begin  the  work  at  once. 

Alderman  Harris— Does  the  danger  from  the 
enter  into  the  investigation? 

Alderman  Pope— Yes,  sir,  we  always  look  into 
that. 

Alderman  Harris--How  is  it  possible  forengiues 
to  get  down  there? 

Aldermau  Pope— 1  cut  say  about  that.  sir.  I 
suppose  you  are  avare  that^it  is  over  the  river, 
wnere  there  is  plenty  of  water  and  the  railroad 
company  have  their  o«n  faeilitits  fot  extinguish- 
ing fire."  The  building  is  to  be  protected  by  the 
coinpanp,  and  as  fcbty  are  responsible  for  the 
freight  stored  in  them,  it  is  presumed  they  will 
take  every  possible  precaution  to  protect  the 
structure. 

Alderman  Bun  age— Is  it  to  be  coveted  with 
iron? 

Alderman  Pope— With  tin,  sir. 
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Alderman  Harris -The  roof  looks  very  much 
like  cement  to  me. 

Alderman  Pope — The  question  of  adequate  pro- 
tection from  lire  is  a' ways  thorougly  investigated. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  a  leport  from  the 
same  committee  that  no  action  is  necessary  ou 
petition  of  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  for  leav^  to 
erect  a  wooden  builuing  on  Culvert  street,  Ward 
15,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdiaw. 
Accepted.    Sf nt  down. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOR  LAND   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Worthi.igton  submitted  oiders  to  pay 
for  land  damages  as  tollqws : 

For  widening  Shawmut  avenue  —  Dennis  F. 
Flagg,  $442.50;  Alden  Avery,  $07.50.  Severally 
reau  twice  and  passed. 

For  widening  of  Beach  street— William  H.Quig- 
ley,  $15,093.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Foi  widening  Peach  Street; — WiUiam  H.  Quig- 
ley,  $594,  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of  unknown 
owners  from  a  passageway  adjoining  an  estate  of 
his  on  said  street.    Read  once. 

Widening  Bowdora  street,  Ward  16 — John  Wall, 
$2500.    Read  once. 

Laying  out  of  Lincoln  street,  Krigt  ton,  in  1873— 
Sylvester  Bowman,  $117.15.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

EXPENSE    OF    PURSUING    AND    ARRESTING  CRIMI- 
NALS. 

Alderman  Buirage  submitted  the  following: 
The  Comn.  ittee  on  Police  beg  leave  to  represent 
that  in  pieparing  the  estimaies  for  expenditure 
during  thr  financial  year  18T5-70  no  special  provi- 
sion was  made  for  extraordinary  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  department  in  pursuing  and  arrest- 
ing criminals.  The  lotal  appropriation  will  un- 
doubtedly be  siifticiec  t  to  cover  any  expenses 
whicb  may  be  incurred  foi  such  a  purpose,  but  un- 
der the  new  rules  of  the  City  Council  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  aupiopiiate  a  rUtt  ite  sum  to  bs  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Aluermen. 
It  is  es;imated  that  $5000  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
puipose  and  ibe  committee  would  respectfully  re- 
quest an  appiojiiation  of  that  amount  by  trans- 
fer from  the  item  for  salaries. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Seat 
down. 

POLICE  APPOINTMENT  CONFIRMED. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  recommending  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  C.  A.  Roak  as  a  police 
officer.  Report  accepted  and  nomination  con- 
firmed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Severs,  witb  the  following: 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Orchard 
park  and  Orv  hard  street.    R-ad  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  ootice  of  hearing  Ou  Monday  u:ext,  at 
tour  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constiucting 
a  common  sewer  in  Howard  and  Geraid  streets, 
Roxbury.    Passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthingtoo  submitted  repo,  ts  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
recommending  the  granting,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, of  the  following  petitions  for  leave  o  occu- 
py stables:  J.  Howes  Dyei,  Anawan  avenue,  near 
Beach  street,  Wa<d  17;  (le  rge  R.  Fowler,  Elliot 
street,  Ward  17;  H.  W.  Joidan,  Allston  street, 
Ward  19;  Hill  &  Rice,  India  street,  corner  Atlantic 
avenue;  Sumner  &  Dickinsoo,  Cove  street,  pro- 
vided a  good  and  sufficient  drain  be  constructed 
on  the  premises,  and  the  same  be  connected  with 
sewer  on  Cove  st/eet. 

Severally  accepted. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  a  report  fiom  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  petition  of 
Joseph  Dorr  et  al.,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  tne  Mayor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized,  in  behalf  of  the  city,  to  exe- 
cute and  deliver  to  and  exchange  with  said  Jo- 
seph Dorr  and  others,  such  instrument  or  instru- 
ments as  shall  be  necessury  tor  the  straightening 
of  the  division  iine  between  land  of  the  city  and 
land  of  said  Joseph  Dorr  and  otters  on  South 
street,  as  shown  upon  the  accompanying  nlan, 
drawn  by  Thorn  a;  W.  Davis,  Citv  Surveyor,  said 
instruments  to  be  made  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor. 

Ordei  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Aide: man  O'Brien  submitted  a  report  for  the 
same  committee,   recommending  leave  to  with 


draw  en  petition  of  Thomas  E.  and  Fred  P.  Mose- 
ley,  for  a  release  of  conditions  of  ssle  of  land  on 
Concord  and  James  streets.  Accepted.  Sent 
dov/n. 

PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION. 

Alderman  Piescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  on  request 
of  School  Committee,  recommeuding  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fit  up  ano  furnish  the  vacant 
building  on  the  corner  of  Main  s.na  Haverhill 
streets,  Charlestown,  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
primary  school,  the  expense  to  te  charged  to  the 
appropriations  f  or  Scboolhouses  and  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
same  committee,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  School  Committee  tor  the 
hiring  of  Tremontlempl-for  the  annual  declama- 
tion of  the  English  High  School.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Presco  t  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committer  on  Market  in  favor  of  granting 
leave  to  George  H.  Chess  nan  to  transfer  his  undi- 
vided half  of  leas^  of  stalls  87-89  Faneuil  Hall 
Market,  to  Charles  W.  Hall.    Accepted. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Presco't  sub-Lifted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  in  favor  of  g:  anting 
said  troll  to  the  National  Lanceis  on  June  14.  Ac- 
cepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows : 

ReDort  ia  favor  of  grantim?  permit  toJol-n 
Murphy  to  uove  wooden  minding  514  to  512  Main 
street,  Charlestown.    Accepted. 

Report  recon  mending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  H.  Smith,  for  leave  to  place  a 
lamp  post  in  sidewalk  of  80  Tremont  street.  Sev- 
erally accei  te  l. 

Oraere  ',  Tl  at  permission  bs  given  to  the  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Cot: parry  to  close 
against  public  navel  one-half  of  the  wioth  of 
th-ir  tracks  on  Dorchester  avenue,  Soutn  Boston, 
while  the  abutments  of  said  biidge  are  being  re- 
built. 

Rea  i  tTrice  and  passed 

Orders  to  establish  the  revised  grades  of  Athens 
street,  oetween  A  and  B  street',  according  to 
plan  arjd  profile  dated  Nov.  18, 1871 ;  and  Bowdoin 
street,  between  Washington  and  Green  streets, 
according  to  a  profile  dated  May  11, 1875. 

Severally  reaa  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  giving  permission  to  the  Ox- 
tard  Sugar  Refinery,  to  lay  aiout  100  feet  in 
length  of  water  pipe  on  i  he  easterly  side  of  At- 
L.nuc  avenue  foi  the  purpose  of  obtaining  salt 
water  at  all  times  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
upon  condition  that  the  company  agree  to  save 
the  city  harmless,  ano  to  i;moved  said  pipe  when 
oidered  so  to  do  by  t  >e  Board  of.  Aldermen.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoitsand  orders  for  the  furnishing  and  set- 
ting of  edgestoms  in  front  of  estates  of  Susan 
Anu  Hawes,  9  Alpine  street;  Edward  M.  Skinner, 
Centre  street,  West  Roxbury;  Joseph  Ham,  Mar- 
cella  street,  Roxbury.  Orders  seveially  read 
twice  ana  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  laving  of  b  ick  side- 
walks in  trout  of  estates  of  Bridget  Kenrington, 
254  Third  street;  Jesse  Holbrook,  40  Woodvice 
street;  Horace  M.  Sargent, En erson  street,  corner 
of  Third;  M.  Lauergan.  256  Third  street,  South 
Boston;  Bridget  O'Rorke,  776  ar-d  778  Parker 
stieet;  M.  Hounhan,  67  and' 69  P  street,  South  Bos- 
ton.   Orders  severally  reaa  twice  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  BATHHOUSES  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  folio  .\  ing  from 
the  Committee  r.n  Batbintr: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Cyrus  Biwe,  et  al.,  for  a  free  bath 
house  on  Cragie's  Budge;  and  James  A.  Kemp, 
et  al.,  for  a  free  bathhous;  at  Washington  Village. 
Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STEAM  FIRE  ENGINE  AT  THE  NORTH    END. 

Alderman  Quincy  offerer!  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thar  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  be  in.  tructed  to  consider  and 
repoit  upon  the  expediency  of  the  location  of  a 
steam  fire  engine  and  horse  hose  carriage  at  some 
point  b  t  »een  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Depot 


310 


BOAED       OF       ALDERMEN. 


and  tbe  Custom  House,  in  accordance  with  peti- 
tions heretofore  presented  and  on  file. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

MT.  WASHINGTON-AVENUE    BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  lollowing  from  trie 
Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,.  That  tbe  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  expeDd  a  sum  not  exceeding  $700  in 
replanting  Mt.  Washington- avenue  Bridge,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Appropriatioa  for 
Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stefcbins,  from  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Northampton-street  District,  sub- 
mitted an  order  to  take  the  land  of  John  E.  Fitz- 
gerald and  otters,  on  Nor  hampton  su  set,  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  chapter  340  of  the  acts 
of  the  yeai  1873,  the  same  having  been  surren- 
dered to  the  city  and  the  terms  ot  the  act  having 
been  complied  with.  Bead  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

FRANCIS-STKEET  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  special 
assignment,  viz.,  order  to  construct  an  addition 
to  the  primary  schoolhouse  on  Francis  street,  at  a 
cost  of  $20,000,  was  taken  up  and  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

THE  CITY/  ARCHITECT. 

Alderman  Piescott  offered  ths  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  May  19,  1874, 
aucbotizing  tho  appointment  of  an  archi  tect  and 
draughtsmen  for  the  Public  Buildiog  Depart- 
ment, be,  aai  hereby  is,  continued  in  force  until 
otherwise  ordered,  at  an  annual  expense  not  v-x- 
ceelmg  tae  sum  o£  $6000,  instead  of  Vie  sum 
therein  named:  the  expense  ro  bs  charged  to  the 
appiopriation  for  Public  Buildings. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  move  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading  today,  and  would  state  in  ex- 
planation that  the  expense  of  the  depaitment  is 
somewhat  larger  this  year  tuan  it  was  last,  year, 
but  it  has  been  found  that  the  money  has  been 
wisely  sxpenued,  for  the  establishment  of  this  de- 
partment has  s;ved  the  city  at  least  ten  times  its 
co"t.  Icstead  of  paving  an  architect's  fee  on  the 
cost  of  a  building  we  prepare  our  own  plan.!. 

Alderman  Power — What  is  the  increase  over  the 
origiual  amount? 

Alderman  Prescott— The  amount  appropriated 
last  year  was  $5000,  to  establish  the  Cit>  Archi- 
tect's Department.  It  has  been  found  necessary 
to  increase  the  force  in  the  office bvemoloying one 
more  assistant  the  present,  year,  and  by  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  one  ot  the  employes. 

The  order  was  read  twice  aud  passed.     Sent  up. 

DIRECTOR    FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderrntrn  Power,  the  election  of  a 
Director  i or  Public  Institutions  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Aldeimau  Worthingtoo — Some  three  or  four 
weeks  ago  Mr.  Denio  desired  me  to  withdraw  bis 
name;  he  said  he  had  been  on  the  board  for 
eleven  years  and  had  no  wish  to  be  returned.  If 
the  electiou  ha>i  taken  place  on  the  next  Monday, 
I  should  h.-.ve  felt  called  upon  to  withdraw  his 
name;  but  since  then  so  many  persons  have  been  to 
him, including  membersof  the  board, t'nat  he  has 
consented  to  allow  his  ii-.me  to  be  usee.  It  is  the 
feeling  of  nearly  all  connected  with  the  institu- 
tions that  they  need  a  mechanic  on  the  board. 
Mr.  Savward  being  left  out, the  Directors  feel  that 
tbey  should  have  at  least  one  mechanic  on  the 
board.  Mr.  Denio  is  a  practical  mechanic,  and  is 
thoroughly  posted  on  all  such  matters  when  they 
come  before  the  Directors.  For  that  reason  he 
has  been  strongly  urged  to  remain,  and  I  do  not 
feel  authorized  to  take  his  name  out  ot  the  way. 
He  has  asked  do  living  man  to  vote  for  him,  and 
will  not  do  so,  and  teally  has  no  wish  to  be  re- 
turned unless  the  City  Council  desire  him  to 
serve.  I  hope  this  Board  will  give  him  a  unani- 
mous vote. 


Aldermen  Power  and  Stebbins  were  appoi  cted  a 
committee  to  collect  and  count  votes.  Tne  re- 
ported— 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Benjamin  Dean 5 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 7 

Mr.  Denio  was  declared  elected  m  non-concur- 
ience.    Certificate  sent  down. 

FREE  BATH  HOUSES. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Bath- 
ing offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bathing  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  and  maintain  free  public  bath- 
ing houses  for  men  s.nd  bovt:,  and  for  women  and 
girls,  in  different  sections  of  the  city,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  §14,000;  also  to  emoloy  such 
assistance  as  may  be  required  for  the  proper  care 
and  management  of  the  several  houses,  at  an  ex- 
pense r.ot  exceeding  $16,000;  said  sums  to  be 
charged  to  ths  appropriation  for  Public  Baths. 

Alderman  Worthington  ajked  why  this  order 
should  come  in  at  this  time. 

ALternian  Power  said  it  was  to  get  liberty  to 
spend  the  appropriation,  which  is  $30,000  instead 
of  $40,000,  which  it  has  been  for  a  number  of 
years,  the  committee  having  succeeded  in  reduc- 
ing the  appropriation.  The  committee  had  just 
had  a  meeting,  tbe  fits*  in  a  long  time,  and  that  is 
why  the  order  comes  in  so  late. 

Alderman  Harris  asked  why  there  were  two 
amounts  specified. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  was  the  usual  way  of 
distinguishing  between  the  maintenance  of"  the 
houses  and  the  repairs. 

Alderman  Worthington  asked  if  the  committee 
irtenaedestabbshicg  any  additional  bath  house", 
and  it  so,  in  what  sectioD  of  the  city. 

Aldeiman  Po*er  said  that  if  Alderman  Worta- 
ington  had  paid  attention  to  the  proceedings  he 
would  have  seer,  that  tbe  committee  Had  lefused 
the  petitions  for  additional  bath  houses. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  had  observed 
that,  but  it  did  not  show  whether  or  not  the  co oi- 
mittee  intended  to  establish  more. 

Alderca  i  Power  said  the  committee  had  started 
out  this  year  wich  the  idea  of  economy,  and  aie 
endeavoring  to  practise  it.  He  believed  thy 
nee ded  a  new  one  in  Washington  Village  as  much 
as  anywhere,  but  he  did  n't  tbiuk  he  would  vote 
for  an  additional  bouse  m  a:y  section,  though  he 
did  n't  know  what  circumstances  might  compel 
him  to  do. 

The  order  was  read  twice  _nd  passed.  Ssnt 
down. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COURT,     STATE    AND     DEV- 
ONSHIRE   STREETS. 

Aldeiman  Bui  rags  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  sent  to  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  to  appear  on  Moudav,  the 
14th  day  of  Jure  next,  at  four  o'clock.  P.  M., 
to  show  cause  why  their  tracks  should  not  be 
moved  in  Couit  street.betweeo  Scollay  square 
and  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Wort hingtOT  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
cluding the  tracks  laid  in  State  and  Devonshire 
streets,  which  had  been  laid  temporarily,  and  re- 
mained theie  to  the  great  mconvemeLce  of  the 
public. 

Alderman  Burrage  suggested  that  a  separate 
order  would  ba  better,  so  that  on  >  thing  at  a  time 
might  be  considered  Ihe  committee  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  have  the  track  removed  before  the 
street  is  repaved. 

The  Chairman  ruled  the  amendment  not  in  or- 
der, as  the  tracks  iu  State  and  Devonshire  streets 
were  laid  bv  the  Middlesex  Railroad. 

Ou  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington.  the  or- 
der was  amended  so  that  notice  should  be  sent  to 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  to  appear  at  the 
same  time  and  show  cause  why  the  tracks  iu 
State  and  Devonshire  streets  should  not  be  re- 
moved, and  the  older  as  amended  was  passed. 

Adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    37,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  V-/2  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boaidman,  President,  io  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  TOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  beixs  of  Charles  Hulbert,  for  abate- 
ment of  tax  of  1874  on  personal  property;  L.  B. 
Moree  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  Roxbury  Canal  be 
dredged;  Sarah  E.  Finn,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  a  fall  on  Kirkland  street;  Bos- 
ton Water  Power  Cornoaoy,  that  tbe  city  would 
accept  and  pay  for  the  streets  on  Back  Bay  con- 
structed by  them.    Severally  referred. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz., 
Cyrus  Bruce  and  others,  for  a  bath  bouse  on  Cra- 
gie's  Bridge;  of  T.  E.  &  F.  P.  Moseley,  for  re- 
lease of  conditions  of  sale  of  laud  on  Concord 
and  James  streets;  of  J.  A.  Kemp  et  al.,  for  a 
bath  house  in  Washington  Village.  Severally  ac- 
cented. 

Report  that  no  action  is  needed  on  petition  of 
R.  T.  Pa.ne,  Jr.,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Culvert  street.    Accepted. 

Report  that  it  is  icexpeoient  to  giant  request  of 
School  Committee  for  use  of  Tremont  Temple  for 
English  High  School  Exhibition.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  oideis  tor  permits  for  the  erection 
of  wooden  buildings  to  be  issued,  viz.,  to  J.  J. 
Williams,  Spring  street,  Ward  20;  to  F.  O.  and  J. 
T.  Reed,  on  Canal  street,  Waid  22;  Howard,  Snell- 
ing  &  Co.,  rear  588  Alb;.ny  street;  to  Fitchburg 
Railroad  Company,  on  bridge  over  Charles  River, 
Ward  20;  to  Otis  H.  Weed,  Culvert  street,  Ward 
15.    Ordeis  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  refer  to  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
the  "Act  to  preseivethe  purity  of  the  waters  of 
Lake  Cocbituate."    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  oider  for  such  instruments  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  be  issued  to  Joseph  Dorr  and 
others,  for  the  straightening  of  the  line  between 
land  of  said  Dorr  and  land  of  the  city.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Preamble  and  order  to  take  estates  of  J.  E. 
Fitzgerald  and  others  on  Northampton-street  dis- 
trict.   Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  repair  and  maintain  bath  houses  in  dif- 
ferent parts  ot  the  city  at  a  cost  of  $14,000, 
and  to  employ  assistance  for  care  of  same  at 
$16,000.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to  re- 
port oi'  expediency  of  locating  a  steam  tire  en- 
gine and  horse  hose  carriage  at  some  point  be- 
tween Boston  &  Maine  Railro&d  Depot  and  the 
custom  house. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  uoved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting ifter  the  words  "horse  hose  carriage"  the 
words  "or  other  pieces  of  fire  apparatus." 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22— What  does  the  gen- 
tleman mean  by  piece  of  tire  apparatus?  It  might 
be  a  ladder  or  carriage,  which  would  not  add 
much  to  the  extinguishment  of  fires. 

Mr.  Howes— The  term  is  a  technical  one  and  is 
supposed  to  mean  a  hose  caniage,  steam  engine, 
hook  and  ladder  or  a  Babcock  Extinguisher.  I 
don't  think  it  means  anything  else  in  the  phrase- 
ology of  firemen.  The  leason  for  offering  the 
ameodinenc  is  that  the  order  makes  it  necessary 
for  the  committee  to  repoit  that  either  a  steam 
engine  or  hose  carriage  should  be  located  there, 
whichwouldents.il  the  expense  of  organizing  a 
new  permanent  company  at  $15,000  a  year ;  while 
under  the  amendmeut  a  Babcock  Extinguisher  or 
some  other  apparatus  could  he  tiansf  erred  there 
from  some  othtr  part  of  the  city  at  uo  additional 
expense. 

Mr.  Devereux— The  explauation  is  satisfactoiy 
to  me. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  aud  the  older 
passed  as  amended.    Sent  up. 

Report  and  orders  to  fix  salaries,  viz.,  Treas- 
urer, $6000;  Auditor,  $6000;  Collector  of  Taxes, 
$5000.  Orders  severally  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fimnce  to  report 
orders  f>.r  payment  ol  Deputy  Collectors,  etc. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  contiuue  iu  force  the  order  passed  May 
19, 1874,  for  the  appointment  of  a  City  Architect 
and  Draughtsman,  at  $6000  per  annum,  instead  or 


sum  named  therein.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  police  relief  fund.    Read  twice  and  pa<sed. 

Report  and  order  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  va- 
cant building  on  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill 
streets,  Charlestown,  for  primary-school  purposes. 
Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

ELECTIONS. 

The  following  elections  occurred : 
Director  for  Public  Institutions.    Certificate  of 
the  election  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  S.  A. 
Denio,  in  place  ot  Benjamin  Dean,  chosen  by  the 
Council. 

Messrs.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17,  Walsh  of  Ward 
5,  and  Felt  of  Ward  11  Being  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes,  they  reported— 

vVhole  number  of  votes 57 

lecessary  for  a  choice 29 

Benjamin  Dean 36 

Sylvanus  A.  Denio 21 

Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.   Certificate  sent  up. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Certificate  of  election  of 
Alfred  T.  Turner,  and  Messrs.  Crocker  of  Ward  6, 
Osborne  of  Ward  8  and  Leighton  of  Ward  1  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported — 

Whole  numbtr  of  votes  cast 48 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

Alfred  T.  Turner  had 47 

One  blank. 
Mr.  Turner  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  rejection  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  order  appointing  a 
committee  of  one  from  each  ward  to  arrange  for 
the  celebration  of  tbe  Fourth  of  July,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $15,000.    Placed  on  file. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  special  committee  on  the  observance  of  the 
ninety-ninth  anniversaiy  of  American  Indepen- 
dence; the  expanse  of  the  celebration  not  to  ex- 
ceed $5000. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  Council 
adhere  to  its  former  action. 

Tbe  President  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  should  hope  that  the 
order  trom  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  not  be  ac- 
cepted by  this  Council.  It  is,  as  I  understand,  to 
cut  the  appropriation  down  from  $15,000  to  $5500, 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  not  accede  to  that 
proposition.  I  think  it  hi  ne -th  the  digt.ity  of  the 
City  Government  of  the  city  of  Boston,  that  upon 
the  glorious  anniversary  bt  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  the  sum"  of  only  $5500  should 
be  appropriated.  It  is  too  mean  to  be 
appropriated  for  that  glorious  holiday, 
and  I  hope  tha  Council  will  adheie  to 
its  former  action.  I  was  one  of  those  who 
stood  in  this  place  at  the  last  meeting  and  pro- 
posed to  accep'  the  amendment  offered  bv  the 
honorable  g<ntleman  fiom  Ward  4,  that  $10,000 
should  be  appropriated  ;  but,  sir,  that  haviDg  been 
rejected  by  ths  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  am  now  for 
the  larger  sum,  $15,000,  and  I  hope  that  amount 
will  be  adhered  to  *ouignt. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22 — If  I  thought,  sir.  that 
the  p  tiiotism  of  the  people  of  Boston  was  so  low 
that  they  had  forgotten  the  deeds  ot  th"ir  fathers, 
and  all  that  they  sacrificed  that  we  uiight  enjoy 
these  great  privileges,  then  perhaps  I  might  go 
for  $5500.  But,  sii,  1  am  not  piepared  to 
vote  for  that  sum  tonight.  I  am.  however, 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  sum  that  shall  be  sufficient- 
ly generous  and  appreciative  of  the  recurrence  of 
the  anniversary  of  theindepeudsnc3  of  the  United 
States.  Now,  "sir,  I  am  certainly  willing  and 
should  cheerfully  compromise  upon  tue  sum  of 
$10,000.  I  am  desirous  of  meeting  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  upon  a  fair  and  equitable  sum  lor  this 
celebration  :  but  I  believe  the  people  would  not  be 
satisfied  with  $5500.  It  is  too  mean,  and  I  should 
be  sorry  to  see  this  Council  vote  for  $5500.  Let  us 
have  a  srood,  generous  celebration,  and  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  celebrate  the  day  with.  I  had  to  thank 
the  Council  for  appropriatine  $30,000  to  celebrate 
the  Seventeenth  of  June  with,  and  I  did  it  as  a 
Charlestown  man ;  but  I  p. in  Bostonian  enough 
to  feel  that  $5500  is  too  small  a  sum  to  celebrate 
the  Fourth  of  Jul v  with. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of 'Ward  13— Tbe  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  tbiuks  $5500  too  mean  a  sum  to  expend 
for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July.  Now  I 
don't  think  so,  but  I  do  think  it  is  too  much 
money  to  throw  away.  It  woull  be  throwing 
away' money  entnely  to  appropriate  only  $5500; 
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that  is  no  sum  at  all  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  Julv.  I  think  that  ev°n  $15,000  is  small 
enough,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  compromise  as  the 
gentleman  f -om  Ward  22  has  suggested,  but  shall 
adhere  to  our  former  vote.  It  is  apparent  to  any- 
one, I  think,  that  an  expenditure  oi  fifteen  or  twen- 
ty or  twencyrftve  thousand  dollars  is  rot  thrown 
away.  It  brings  three  times  that  amount  to  the 
city.  Hut  if  we  appropriate  only  $5500  if  will  be 
eutirely  thrown  away.  I  hope  we  shall  l eject  the 
order  coming  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
adhere  to  our  former  vote. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  trust  the  Council  will 
not  concur  In  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, though  for  reasons  different  from  those 
named  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5.  In 
the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder, nen  speci- 
fications are  made  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
money  should  be  spent,  and  if  1  remember  rightly 
it  mentions  the  ringing  of  the  bells,  firing  salutes, 
etc.  I  think  the  money  might  be  used  in  a  better 
way  than  that.  We  might  have  a  rowing  match 
or  a  regatta,  which  would  be  much  better  appre- 
ciated by  the  people  than  would  be  thi  entertain- 
ments pio  osed. 

Mr.  Hariigm  of  Ward  1— This  isn't  the  first 
time  in  my  career  that  I  have  seen  the  Common 
Council  snubbed  by  ihe  Board  or  Aldermen.  Now 
sir,  it  is  well  known  that  a  majority  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  objected  to  having  salutes  fired  on 
the  Twcuty-secood  of  February ;  and  now  they 
have  a  celebration  tixsd  up  for  the  Fourth  of 
Julv  which  is  entirely  in  opposition  to  our  views. 
They  propose  to  have  a  jingliog  of  bells  with  a 
vim,  entertainments  for  the  school  children  ;  and 
there  they  stop.  No  more  attention  was  paid  to 
our  older 'passed  last  Thursday  evening  than  if  it 
had  been  adopted  by  school  boys  or  by  a  crowd  of 
loafers  on  the  street  comers.  I  should  be  willing 
to  take  an  amendment  of  $10,000,  if  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  had  met  us  in  a  liberal  spirit;  but  I 
am  not  willing  to  be  dictated  to  and  told  what  to 
do  or  not  to  Jo  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  any- 
body else.  I  am  as  competent  to  know  what  I 
should  do  as  well  as  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen.  I  do 
not  like  to  be  dictated  to,  and  I  don't  think  it  is 
manly  for  the  Council  to  sit  down  and  be  dictated 
to,  as  to  what  they  shall,  and  how  much  they 
shall  appropriate.  1  hope  we  shall  not  concur 
with  l he  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  don't  think  the 
Council  want  to  spend  money  more  lavishly  than 
do  to -<  Board  of  Aldermen,  although  they  wish 
the  people  to  understand  that  we  do.  I  don't  be- 
lieve the  people  of  Boston  agree  with  them. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9 — I  am  in  favor  of  the 
smaller  sum,  as  I  said  the  other  evening,  on  ac- 
count of  the  large  amount  we  a>e  to  spend  on  the 
Seventeenth  of  .Tune.  I  don't  thiuk  it  is  hardly 
correct  to  st-ite  that  any  sum  of  mooev  would  he 
mean  for  such  a  celebration,  for  I  believe  Boston 
has  never  been  accused  of  being  mean  in  tnat  re- 
spect. If  I  have  correctly  read  the  history  of  our 
ancestors  who  made  and  enforced  this  Declara- 
tion, manv  of  them  had  to  suffer  great  privations ; 
sometimes  they  vrent  barefoot,  and  sometimes 
they  bad  n't  the  necessary  rations  to  keep  them 
from  hunger ;  I  have  been  told  this  by  my  own  an- 
cestors, and  I  believe  it.  Now  suppose  we,  for  once, 
honor  their  patriotism  by  accepting  thio  small 
sun.  I  believe  it  would  oe  just  as  patriotic  to 
sacrifice  our  own  wishes  and  spend  this  small  sum, 
as  it  would  be  to  appropriate  a  large  amount  of 
money. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  think,  sir,  that  if  there 
is  one  characteristic  of  the  American  nation  that 
has  been  sneered  at  without  reason,  or  which  has 
done  more  than  another  to  establish  this  great  re- 
public, it  is  patriotism,  sometimes  miscalled 
spreadeagleism.  Men  of  mature  years  may  call 
the  firing  of  cannon  andfthe  ringing  of  bells  noise; 
they  may  call  the  fluttering  of  flags  and  the 
sound  of  music  a  merely  frivolous  custom 
and  useless  display,  patriotic  Fourth  of  July  ora- 
tions fustian  and  think  the  expenditure  of  money 
to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  nation's  birth- 
day a  useless  expenditure.  But  they  are  gravely 
mistaken,  gentlemen;  very  gravely  mistaken. 
What  is  it  but  patriotism,  this  soteadeagl?,ism — 
the  essence  of  eighty  Fourth  of  Julys — that  con- 
tributed to  hold  this  nation  together  in  her  dark- 
est hour?  Let  every  .nan  ask  himself  this  ques- 
tion. What  was  it  that  sent  every  young  man  into 
the  field  but  the  essence  of  patriotism — this 
spreadeagleism?  What  was  it  made  him  fall 
with  his  back  to  the  field  and  his  feet  to  the  foe, 
and  in  our  great  struggle  to  uphold  the  Union 
his  last  words.  "Hurrah  for  the  old 
flag!"      but      the       essence      of     Fourth       of 


Julys?— the  orations  he  had  heard  pronounced, 
the  bunting  he  had  -eea  displayed  and  the  flags 
he  Lad  S"eo  flying  from  every  public  building? 
Shall  we,  who  have  had  ihis  legacy  left,  to  us. — 
who  have  seen  the  dividends  paio  by  this  invest- 
ment in  eighty-four  Fourth  of  Julys— shall  we 
say  it  h-s  beeu  an  unpiofitabl"  lovestment? 
Shall  we  stand  here,  and  pause  and  say  we  will  not, 
in  this  great  citv  of  250,000  inhabitants,  spend  four 
cents  per  man  for  this  celebration  ?  Can  the  city 
ot  Boston  afford  to  have  it  go  forth  in  the  public 
prints  that  American  citizens,  having  such  a  his- 
tory, cut  down  such  an  appropriation  to  $5500  for 
a  celebi  ation  by  250,000  people,  spread  over  a 
large  territory?  Although  I  do  not  stand  here  to 
advocate  needless  expenditure  of  money,  or  the 
throwing  awav  of  the  public  foods,  I  should 
be  mortified,  as  a  i  American  citizen,  to  have  my 
vote  go  forth  for  any  such  paltry  sum.  It  may  be 
well  for  old  effete  monarchies,  who  have  no  birth- 
day to  celebrate,  except  that  of  soma  moderate 
or  severe  tyrant,  sonic  king's  birth  Jay  or  some 
queen's  anniversary,  to  gibber  and  say  republics 
area  failure,  when'  we  have  proved  10  them  that 
tbey  are  a  success;  and  tbey  might  well 
practise  economy,  but  even  they  do  not  do  so, 
and  why  should  we?  It  may  be  well  enough  to 
show  them  we  are  the  brightest  nation  on 
earth,  it  it  is  not  thought  to  be  too  patriotic. 
Before  I  left  my  library  toniahr  I  took 
down  Daniel  Webster's  S]  eecb.es  to  see  if  I  could 
find  an  extract  showing  from  what  he  leceived 
his  ideas  of  the  supposed  speech  of  John  Adams, 
which  ends,  "Independeuce  now  and  indepen- 
dence forever,"  which  should  he  the  watchword 
of  eveiy  American  citizen.  And  from  the  ap- 
pendix "I  copied  these  words  on  the  supposed 
speech  of  John  Adams,  but  really  the  words  of 
John  Adorns  written  by  his  own  pen.  The  day 
alter  the  declaration  was  made,  John  Adams, 
writing  to  a  friend,  wrote  that  the  event — 

"Ought  to  be  comrcemorated  as  the  day  of  de- 
liverance to  God  Almighty.  It  ought  to  be  sol- 
emnized with  pomp  iind  parade,  with  shows  and 
games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfiies  and  illumina- 
tions, from  one  ena  ot  this  continent  to  the  other, 
from  this  time  forward  for  evermore." 

Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  testament  left  us  by  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
You  have  heard  the  conditions  of  the  will 
And  is  it  the  way  to  k°ep  it,  sir,  with  the  paltry 
sum  of  $5500,  because,  forsooth,  we  have  a  cele- 
bration that  happens  to  come  once  in  a  hundred 
years?  Why,  sir,  those  gteat  spread-eagle  ora- 
tors, John  Adams,  James  Otis,  Daniel  Webster 
and  Edward  Everett  never  advanced  such  a 
pic  i.vune  policy  as  this;  and,  He.  ven  save  the 
mark,  let  not  the  city  of  Boston,  the  very  era  le 
of  toe  Revolution,  the  repositoty  of  the  cradle  of 
Liber  ty,  utter  such  a  mean  sentiment.  I  believe 
that  when  the  Board  of  Aldermen  receive  back,  as 
they  should,  from  this  Council,  the  in- 
dignant protest  from  the  representatives  of  the 
peopl°,  that  we  want  nioie  thao  this  insignificant 
appropriation  which  I  will  show  you  by  tiguies  is 
not  enough, — 1  believe  they  will  reconsider  their 
vote  and  give  us  a  sum  that  is  sufficient.  Except 
the  birthday  of  the  Great  Prince  of  Peace,  there 
is  not  such  i red-letter  day  ou  the  calendar  of  the 
American  citizen  as  the  Fourth  of  July.  I  bslieve 
that  every  roan  who  advocates  the  appiopriation 
of  a  sufficient  sum  tor  a  proper  celebration  is  not 
an  advocate  of  extravagant  expenditure,  but 
utters  a  protest  against  the  nation's  •birthday  be- 
ing forgotten.  I  have  a  memorandum  made  by  the 
Al  derm  til  as  to  the  way  in  which  those 
grave  and  reverend  seigniors  propose  to  spend 
this  $5500..  They  say  we  may  spend,  for  music  and 
oration,  $800;  for  children's  entertainments — I 
am  glad  they  look  out  for  the  children — $3000; 
salutes,  $1000 ;  ringing  of  bells,  $200;  free  ferries, 
$400.  People  may  ride  to  and  from  Es.st  Boston, 
hear  the  bells  ring  in  the  morning  and  the  cannon 
fired,  and  the  children  may  come  to  their  enter- 
tainments—and  that  is  all  very  good— aud  hear 
the  oration  and  a  little  music.  Now  let  us  see 
what  the  appropriation  was  a  y>-ar  ago.  We  are 
now  aporoachmg  the  100th  anniversary  of  Ameri- 
can independence,  and  last  year  there  was  an 
expenditure  of  $19,077.  The  economic  patriotism 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  desires  to  cut  it  down 
this  year  to  less  than  one-third  of  that  amount. 
No  apoiopriation  is  trade  for  special  police  upon 
that  day,  I  find  ;  nothing  is  provided  for  ice  water 
upon  the  public  squares;  nothing  for  a  rowing  re- 
gatta upon  Charlss  River,  which  encourages 
athletic  sports  among  the  young  men,  and  draws 
forth  50,000  people,  I  should  think,  to  see  it;   no 
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appropriation  is  made  for  a  sailing;  regatra; — in 
face,  the  only  appropriation  made  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  people  and  the  reminding;  of  them 
of  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  che  carry- 
ing; out  of  the  testament  of  John  Adams, 
who  said  it  should  be  celebrated  with 
pomp  and  parade,  with  shows,  games  and  illumi- 
nations, is  $800  for  an  oration  and  music  and  $  1000 
for  the  firing  cf  cannon,  and  a  free  ride  on  the 
East  Boston  ferry  boats.  No.v,  sir,  I  have  Ut  my 
own  spreadeagleism,  as  I  fee)  tbe  essence  of  forty 
Fourth  of  Julys  bubble  up  to  my  lips  as  an 
American  citizen  and  a  Boston  boy;  and  I  believe 
I  have  expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  American 
citizen  and  all  Boston  boys.  I  want  to  see  at 
least  $10,000  appropriated .  That  I  reeard  as  a 
small  enough  sum,  and  I  hope  the  city  of  Boston, 
for  its  own  credit  aDd  honor,  will  aDpropriate  that 
amount,  and  see  that  it  is  most  wisely .  spent  for 
that  purpose,  that  the  celebration  of  tbe  national 
birthday  may  be  most  ably  carried  out. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — We  have  heard  the  voice 
of  Bunker  Hill  and  Beacon  Hill,  and  I  come  here 
as  one  of  those  who  represent  old  Fort  Hill,  at 
whose  bs.se  the  tea  was  thrown  overboard.  I 
wish  we  had  more  such  hills  as  Foit  Hill,  Beacon 
Hill  and  Bunker  Hill,  I  am  for  the  largest  amount 
named  heie,  ano  1  thank  my  friend  from  Ward  6 
—I  have  the  honor  to  be  upon  a  committee  with 
him,  and  I  know  that  his  economical  ideas 
are  always  expressed  there — for  what  he 
has  said,  though  his  patriotism  cannot  be 
expressed  by  wor-s.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
the  sentiments  he  has  exptessed  here  to- 
night. Why,  sir,  talk  about  $5500  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  great  national  holiday!  It  is  a 
meje  pittance;  it  is  nowhere,  sir,  in  tbe  estima- 
tion of  the  people,  and  we,  as  their  representa- 
tives, s'c.ouid  be  reprimanded  by  every  man,  wo- 
man and  child  we  meet  in  the  streets  If  we  acopt 
this  miserable  pittance.  I  said  at  the  la?t  meeting 
tiiat  I  should  be  willirig  to  go  for  the  ameudraeut, 
$10,000;  but  now.  sir,  I  go  tor  the  larger  sum.  I 
don't  criticise  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men; it  would  n't  De  parliamentary,  and  I 
have  no  right  to  criticise  them  on  this 
floor,  as  they  are  an  independent  branch. 
But  I  have  the  right,  sir,  to  stand  here 
as-  one  of  tbe  representatives  of  th?  people, to  ad- 
vocate tbat  which  I  believe  in;  and  I  advocate 
the  larger  amount  because  I  believe  it  to  be  right. 
We  are  preparing  for  a  centennial  celebration, 
and  I  would  advocate  any  amount  within  $100,000 
if  it  was  recommended  by  tue  hop  oi able  commit- 
tee ;  but  because  t  would  do  that  I  am  not  willing 
to  stand  here  and  vote  to  cut  oovvn  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Fourth  of  July,  I  hope  the  Council 
will  not  recede  oue  iota  from  the  stand  it  has 
taken.  The  gentleman  from  'Ward  6  has  ex- 
piessed  my  semiinents  exactly,  and  with  more 
eloquence  than  I  can  command. 

Mr.  Paiker  of  Ward  15  moved  ro  amend  by  mak- 
ing the  amount  $10,000. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward 4—  At  the  last  meeting;  I 
suggested  $10,000,  but  after  tbe  action  of  the  Al- 
dermen I  am  no  longer  in  favor  of  that  sum.  I 
thiuk  we  ought  to  st,~nd,  at  least  for  the  present, 
for  $15,000,  and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
succeed. 

Mr.  Howe--  of  Ward  11 — I  should  like  to  ask  if  it 
will  include  the  modes  of  celebrating  as  enumer- 
ated in  the  order  from, the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President — The  amendment  includes  only 
the  amount  and  does  not  refer  to  the  modes. 

Mr.  Pawner — 1  move  to  strike  out  ail  relating  to 
th£  modes  in  which  the  money  shall  be  spent. 

The  amendment,  $10,000,  was  lost,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  striking  out  the  part  relating  to  the 
manner  of  spending  the  money. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  think  this  is  a  most  extraordinary 
proposition,  and  within  my  recolle.  tiou  the  Citv 
Government  have  uever  dictated  how  the  money 
shall  be  spent,  but  have  left  it  to  the  discretion  of 
the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  make  the  amount 
$15,000. 

Mr.  Shaw  moved  to  amend  by  providing  that 
the  committee  shall  consist  of  one  Councilman 
from  each  ward,  with  su.  h  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men may  join. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6 — I  move  to  amend  l»y 
making  the  committhe  consist  of  five  Council- 
men. 

The  Piesident  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order,  as  that  was  the  number  provided  in  che 
order,  according  to  the  usual  custom. 

Mr.  Harmon— Then    I    move    that  we  have  six 


Council  men.  I  think  the  committee  decidedly 
too  large ;  it  looks  as  though  the  appropriation 
was  for  the  benefit  of  the  committee  as  much  as 
anything. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  care  not  how  it  looks,  I  go  for  the 
fact.  The  fact  is  that  in  this  republican,  demo- 
cratic city  it  has  always  been  the  custom  to  have 
that  com mtiee  made  up  ot  one  member  of  the 
Council  from  each  ward  who  can  represent  his 
ward.  I  don't  desire  to  represent  any  ward,  but  I 
desire  tb^t  one  gentleman  shall  do  so,  as  has  been 
the  custom  for  many  years.  I  go  for  che  great 
democratic  principle'  which  gives  to  the  people 
the  chance  to  enjoy  all  the  benefits  tbe  Fourth  of 
July  offers.  Theietore  I  have  made  that  motion 
so  that  citizens  of  every  section  shall  be  provided 
for  on  tbat  glorious  national  holiday.  It  is  a  cus- 
tom and  practice  which  should  be  honored  in  the 
observance. 

Mr.  Willcuct  of  Ward  17  aoved  to  lay  the  order 
on  the  table  and  that  acomrnittee  of  conference  be 
appointed.    Lost. 

Mr.  Flynn's  amendment,  $15,000,  and  Mr.  Sbaw's 
amendment,  making  a  committee  of  one  from 
each  ward,  etc.,  were  adopted. 

The  older  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  u.otion  ot  Mr.  Flyan  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  i.s  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  order 
was  i men  led  by  adding  tbe  President  of  the 
Council  to  tbe  committee,  and  was  then  passed  in 
non-concutrence — yia«  46,  cays  16— in  tbe  follow- 
ing form : 

Ordered.  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  President  ana  one  member  of  tbe 
Common  Council  from  each  — ard,  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
make  arranyernents  for  the  celebration  of  vhe 
Fourth  of  July,  1875,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$15  000;  to  be  cnarged  to  tbe  appropiiation  for 
IrjciceL.tals. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anoerson,  Birry.  Brackett,  Bur- 
gess, Cawley,  Clarke,  Collins.  Coyle,  Curtis.  Cush- 
man,  Damou,  Devereux,Duggai;,F\tza;ei'  ld.Fitz- 
patrick,  elynn,  G-uild,  Harmon,  Harngau,  Hicks, 
Hi>cock,  Kellev,  Kingsbury,  Kugsley,  Lappen, 
Leighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Murray,  New"to-j,Noyes, 
Ostorue,  Power,  Shaw,  Sibley,"  Smith.  Stacey, 
Sweetser,  Traiu,  Walbridge,  Walsh.  Whircornb, 
Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson,  Woods— 46. 

Nays— Messrs.  Burditc,  Crocker,  dishing,  Day, 
Felt.Howes,  Jaques,  Loring,  Morrison,  Pag-c,  Par- 
ker, Perkins,  Prerce,  Sprague,  Wadsworth.  Will- 
cutt— 16. 

Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  run  the  East  Boston  ferries  free  of  toll 
on  the  Seventeenth  of  June,  and  to  appropriate 
$400  ro  credit  of  Ferry  Depaituieut,  instead  of 
said  tods.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  ana  expenditui  e  of  $1000  for  repair  of 
fences,  etc.,  on  public  grounds.  Pasr-ed,  iD  con- 
currence. 

Oid»r  tor  an  expenditure  of  $5000  forplants  for 
Public  Garden  and  squares.  Passed,  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  allow  and  pay  to  Phine  s  E.  Gay 
$23,000,  in  full  settlement  of  his  claim  against  the 
city  f oi  work  under  a  contract  between  tbe  city 
anil  Willard  Manuel  and  Ed  ward  Hayues.  Passed, 
in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $33,500  fiom  the  Re- 
serveo  Fund  to  the  appropiiation  for  the  Suffolk- 
street  District.  Passed  iu  concurrence— yeas  57, 
na.yi  1. 

Oi  ders  for  transfers  from  the  appropriation  for 
wideniug  Hanover  street.  No.  2,'  $22,831.8*.  and 
from  Reserved  Fuud.  $7168.12.  to  appropiiation 
for  Atlantic  avenue,  and  tiom  the  Reserved  Fund 
$10,000  to  be  a  special  appropriation  for  raising 
Police  Station  House  No.  S.  Pa:sed,  in  concur- 
rence—yeas  57,  nays  1. 

An  ordinance  iu  addition  io  an  ordinance  in  re- 
lption  to  Common  and  public  grounds.  Passed,  in 
concurrence. 

Notice  of  motion  to  reconsider  vote  whereby  was 
accepted  th  report  inexpeoient  to  make  any 
change  of  race-  of  pay  of  laborers  in  Health  De- 
partment. Withdrawn  by  Mr.  Anoerson  of 
Ward  3. 

I'ETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Paes  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  Kelly  ft 
Wosran  for  tbe  privilege  of  etsctine  a  Hill  board 
on  city  land  on  Eliot  street,  between  Columbus 
avenue  and  Pleasant  street.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets, 
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ORCHARD    PARK. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  followii  g: 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  order  in  relation  to  the 
improvement  ot  Orchard  Park,  having  consid- 
ered the  subject,  would  respectfully  request  that 
an  Appropriation  of  $2000  be  made  for  grading, 
laying  oui  paths  and  planting  trees.  As  the  pro- 
poser! expenditure  is  for  an  object  not  contem- 
plated wtien  ihe  appropriations  tor  the  present 
financial  year  were  made,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
provide  the  means  by  transfer  fiom  the  Reserved 
Fund  ;  and  the  committee  recommend  the  pas-age 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  !>e  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $2000  in  grading  Orchard  Park  and 
in  laving  out  pailis  and  planting  trees  tI"ereon. 

Order  d  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  'cere- 
quested  to  report  an  order  providing  an  appropri- 
ation ot  $2000  tor  the  improvement  of  Orchard 
Park. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

STATUE  OF  GENERAL  WARREN. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Join  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  on  the  petition  ot  the  Joseph  Warren 
Monument  Association,  asking  permission  to 
erect  a  bronze  statue  of  General  Joseph  Warren 
on  the  public  grounds  at  the  junction  of  Warren 
and  Rege  t  streets,  and  for  aid  finm  the  city  in 
the  prep  ration  of  tbs  pedestal  and  foundations, 
recommending  that  so  much  of  the  request  as  re- 
lates to  the  location  of  the  statue  be  gi anted, 
and  thai  the  following  be  passed  : 

Or.W  lied,  That  the  enclosed  parcel  of  land  situat- 
ed on  Wanen  street,  at  the  junction  ot  Regent 
street,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  apart  for  the 
purpose  '  f  erecting  thereon  a  bronze  statue  of 
Genera]  Joseph  "Warren. 

Read  t«ice  anil  passed.    Sent  up. 

WATER  FOR  WARDS     17  AND  19. 

.Mr.  S  veetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  report 
frouj  the  Committee  on  W-~ter  on  che  communica- 
tion of  t'>e,  Cochituate  Water  Board,  covering  a 
proposition  from  the  Brook  line  Water  Commis- 
sioners in  regard  to  a  supply  of  water  for  Wards 
17  and  19,  that  it  would  not  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  city  to  accept  this  proposition,  and  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

On  ereci,  That  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
requested  to  devise  means  foi  supplying  Wards  17 
and  19  with  water  from  ihe  Cochituate  Works. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

CONVICT  LABOR. 

Under  the  call  for  memorials,  Mi.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  4  submitted  the  following: 

To  the  Coin  nion  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston — 
I  am  informed  that  the  matter  of  prison  labor  in 
the  South  Boston  House  of  Correction  is  under 
investigation  by  the  City  Council,  and  th  tt  it  will 
be  sc  ted  that  the  l"ghlative  Committee  on  Labor, 
after  a  thorougl  examination  of  the  books,  pa- 
pers, etc.,  as  well  as  of  witnesses,  found  nothing 
which  did  not  mee'  their  approval.  This  infer- 
ence, if  so,  is  erroneous.  The  committee  did  not 
have  the  books  of  the  South  Boston  Ho^se  of  Cor- 
rection put  in  as  evidence,  and  did  not  put  any 
witness  linger  oath;  and  so  far  from  approving 
the  employment  of  a  large  number  ot  men  on 
sewing  machines,  it  was  by  all  who  expessed  an 
opinion  thought  to  be  at  least  of  questionable  pro- 
priety. It  was  certainly  the  idea  of  several  ot  the 
committee,  and  I  at  the  time  tiiought  it  was  trreir 
uii:  nimous  opinion,  that  the  business  of  sewing 
16  in  amount  greatly  less  than  the  seekers  after 
it  outside  of  prison,  and  should  aot  be  taken  from 
honest  people  to  be  given  unnecessarily  to  con- 
vict labor.  So  that,  while  we  did  not  see  a  way, 
by  any  change  in  the  law,  by  which  we  could  meet 
the  evil,  we  saw  the  evil  plainly  enough;  and  we 
intrusted  a  sub-committee  to  prepare  a  report 
embodying  these  views.  The  one  submitted  was 
the  result  of  this  vote,  but  it  was  by  no  means 
such  a  report  as  at  least  a  part  of  the  committee 
could  adopt,  and  I  took  occasion  to  say  so  in  my 
place  i.i  tne  Senate.  I  desire  to  correct  any  idea 
that  tbz  committee  of  the  Legislature  intended 
in  any  way  to  express  itself  as  satisfied  with  the 
system.  It  would  have  been  impossible  in  their 
short  hearings  to  examine  the  case  properly,  and 
certainly  evidence  was  put  in  by  tbecity  showing 
that  the  city  institutions  had  done  work  at  prices 
with  which  honest  labor  could  not  compete.  It 
was,  and  is,  my  opinion  that  the  matter  ought  to 


be  examined  into  by  the  City  Government,  and 
that  our  short  investigation  ought  not  to  be  any 
bar  to  such  au  inquiry.  At  best  our  report  was 
only  to  the  effect  that  we  could  not  remedy  the 
evil,  if  it  existed.  E.  D.  Wiuslow. 

Placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following,  which, 
on  his  motion,  was  specially  assigned  for  half  past 
eight  o'clock  next  Thursday  eveoing,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward'  9,  was  ordeied  to  be 
printed : 

The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  con- 
si  o.-r  an  j  report  w nether  the  present  mode  of  em- 
ploying the  criminals  in  the  city  institutions  has 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  wages  of  work-women 
iu  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  or  deprives  them  of 
employment,  Leg  leave  to  submit  the  followrug 
report:  The  question  submitted  to  the  committee 
for  investigation  *as,  "Whether  the  present 
mode  ot  employing;  the  criminals  iu  the  city 
institutions  has  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
wages  of  work  women  in  this  city  or  its  vicin- 
ity, or  deprives  tnem  of  employment."  In 
connection  with  the  numerous  petitions  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  this  evidently  meant 
an  inquiry  whether  the  manufacture  of  clothing 
at  the  Houee  of  Correction  u  s  carried  on  in  a 
way  to  deprive  the  work-women  of  employment, 
either  oy  reducing  the  pi  ice  below  n  living  point, 
or  by  monopolizing  the  business.  Evidently  the 
simplest  ard  most  satistacioiy  way  to  learn  the 
tiuth  was  in  the  fiist  place  to  ask  what  the  city 
was  doing;  to  leain  the  amount  of  work  dona  at 
the  House  of  Correction  and  the  pi  ice-  paid  there- 
for, .  ith  an  approximate  statement  nf  what 
wages  each  person  earned  thereby.  At  its 
fir:  t  meeting  vour  committee  instructed  IVessrs. 
Burrage  and  Whitmi  re  to  request  the  board  of 
Directors  of  Public  Institutions  to  allow  them  to 
seethe  bocks  of  account,  so  that  questions  could 
be  put  intelligently.  The  suo- committee  accord- 
ingly had  an  interview  with  Mr.  J.  Putnam  Brad- 
lee,  President  of  the  board,  and  examined  the 
books  genei ally  for  an  hour.  Mr.  Biadtee  sug- 
gested that  ari  questions  could  best  be  out  in 
wrinng,  and  accordingly  a  list  was  sent  to  him. 
[Appendix  A.l  These  questions,  as  will  be  seen, 
were  put  solelj  for  the  purpose  of  learning  three 
things— 

1.  How  much  w  ork  had  been  done. 

2.  How  much  had  bsen  paid  for  each  kind  of 
work. 

3.  How  much  did  the  laboi  earn. 

The  sub-committee  also  lound  that  tne  books  of 
the  board  we.e  apparently  properly  kept;  but 
tnat  no  manufacturing  account  w  s  kept,  aud  in 
that  respect  tue  system  s»emed  to  be  faiilty. 

After  a  considerable  delay,  on  the  27th  of  April, 
a  conference  was  Deld  by  your  committee  with 
the  Committee  on  Contracts  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. No  answers  were  offered  to  the  ques- 
tions before  sent  them,  Dut  an  offer  was  mane  to 
maise  general  replies  to  such  as  could  be  answer- 
ed in  that  way.  Mr.  Brdlee  stated  that  he 
thought  tuat  the  City  Council  bad  no  power  to 
maks  any  investigation  into  the  wav  in  which  the 
labor  was  employed  at  the  public  institutions, the 
matter  being  by  statute  confided  to  the  bo.rd. 
He  did  not,  however,  state  ihis  in  the  form  of  a 
refusal  to  an  wer,  duly  agreed  upon  by  the  board, 
but  as  bis  own  belief.  The  board  had  not  refused 
to  answer,  but  it  had  not  taken  any  steps  towards 
making  any  reply.  Subsequently,  in  reply  to  a  re- 
quest ot  ihe  cnairman  of  the  committee  for  cer- 
tain facts  which  the  board  expected  to  be  able  to 
supply,  the  letter  marked  "B''  was  received. 

Your  committee  tbeieupon  closed  the  confer- 
ence, desning  to  have  a  legal  opinion  on  the 
point,  ana  not  wishing  to  ask  any  questions  offi- 
cially or  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment which  it  had  no  right  to  have  answered. 

The  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  was  therefore 
asked,  and  will  be  found  in  Appendix  C. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  opiuion  treats  solely 
of  the  power  of  the  board  to  employ  the  convicts 
as  it  deems  best,  and  ou  such  terms  as  it  deems 
proper.  Other  sections  of  the  Same  statute  make 
it  pe  tectly  clear  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  at 
least  have  power  to  insist  upon  the  most  particu- 
lar account  of  all  money  expended.  In  fact,  how- 
ever, as  the  bill,  pass  the  City  Auditor,  there  has 
beeu  no  complaint  about  th«  account  of  expendi- 
tures. Iu  regard  to  the  price  received  for  the 
labor  of  the  piisoners,  however,  it  is  evident  now 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  has  sole  control.  So 
long  as  che  men  are  ousy,  the  city,  which  pays  the 
expenses  of  the  House,  of  Correction,  has  not  a 
word  to  say  about  the  kind  of  labor  or  the  price. 
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Whether  the  men  are  let  out  by  contract  at  $1  or 
ten  ceDts  per  diem  is  a  matter  solely  under  the 
control  of  the  board,  though  the  price  may  decide 
whether  the  city  is  to  be  taxpd  half  a  million  dol- 
lars for  the  support  of  the  prisoners  or  a  fraction 
of.  that  amount.  Without  interfering  with  the 
general  duties  of  tne  board,  it  might  be  well  to 
give  the  City  Council  some  voice  in  the  way  in 
which  the  p> isoners  are  to  be  employed.  If  "the 
labor  is  to  bs  let  to  contractors  foi  annual  terms, 
the  Citv  Council  might  be  made  tbe  ultimate 
judge  of  the  contracts;  if  the  board  is  to  estab- 
lish a  factory  to  be  managed  with  the  capital  fur- 
nished by  the  city,  then  the  City  Council  ought  to 
have  a  voice  in  the  matiei,  and  at  least  be  fur- 
nished with  such  a  knowledge  of  the  business, 
and  such  a  control  of  its  operations,  as  private 
corporations  afford  their  stockholders. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  an 
application  be  made  to  ths*  next  Legislature  for 
such  a  change  in  the  statute  as  will  enable  the 
City  Council  to  exercise  a  contiol  over  the  board 
in  tae  matter  of  the  mode  of  employing  tbe  pris- 
oners, and  such  a  change  also  as  will  render  it  ob- 
ligatory on  the  boaid  to  make  full  and  frequent 
reports  of  its  contracts  and  other  transactions 
concerning  the  employment  of  r.his  labor. 

One  othei  point  may  also  bs  presented  here.  By 
statute  the  Board  of  Aldermen  act  as  inspectors 
of  prisons  a>d  similar  institutions  m  the  county 
of  Suffolk.  They  have  annually  appointed  a,  com- 
mittee to  make  the  examinations,  and  the  powers 
given  them  by  statute  are  sufficient.  In  view  of 
the  complaints  made  this  year  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  toe  Visiting  Committee  will  especially  re- 
port upon  the  question  whether  the  Board 
of  Directors  has  disregarded  any  of  the 
Statutes  or  ordinances  and  that  the  committee 
will  also  make  a  detailed  repoit  upon  the  system 
of  employing  the  prisoners  pursued  for  the  last 
two  years  at  the  House  of  Correction.  It  is  en- 
tirely within  the  power  of  such  a  committee  to 
examine  the  books  and  the  officials,  and  to  make 
a  report  which  shall  answer  all  the  questions  pro- 
pounded by  your  committee  to  tbe  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

To  sum  up  the  results  of  the  case  as  it  now  stands, 
your  committee  fiotfs  that  the  Bo-trd  of  Direct- 
ors had  a  peifect  legal  rigut  to  deny  the  power  of 
the  City  Council  to  control  in  any  way  tne  em- 
ployment of  the  prisoners  in  the  city  institutions, 
or  to  demand  any  information  as  to  the  price  ob- 
tained for  the  l?boi  there.  But  it  is  also  evident 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  Inspectors,  have 
the  right  to  examine  the  books  and  may,  if  it 
pleases,  pursue  this  investigation. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
A.  A.  Burrage, 
Hugh  O'Brien, 
William  H.  Whitmore, 
John  N.  Devereux, 
Augustus  Parker. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session, 
for  a  chauge  in  the  statutes,  so  that  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  tbe 
City»Council  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  employing 
the  prisoners  under  it-  charge,  and  so  rhat  it  shall 
be  obliged  to  furnish  full  and  frequent  reports  of 
the  manner  and  results  of  such  employment. 

NEW  OFFAL  SHED,  WARD  15. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  tbe  following, 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Puolic  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  shed  for  the  depos- 
itory of  house  offal  on  the  city  lot,  Highland 
street,  Ward  15,  as  per  request  of  tbe  Health  De- 
partment, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $6000 ;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  chaiged  to  the  appropriations  already 
provided  foi  a  new  offal  shed,  Highland  street. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  "Ward  5  asked  for  some  reason  for 
spending  $6000  for  such  a  shed. 

Mr.  Burditt  said  the  order  was  in  the  regular 
course  of  loudness  iutrusted  to  the  committee, 
and  is  iu  accordance  with  the  regular  appropria- 
tion voted  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Health,  who  are  conversant  with 
the  necessities  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  the  building  is  nec- 
essary as  a  receptacle  for  the  offal  in  the  Highland 
District,  and  the  City  Architect,  who  prepared  the 
plans,  thinks  it  will  cost  $2500. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  desired  to  know  the 
necessity  of  appropriating  $6000  for  a  shed 
that  will  cost  only  $2500.  He  hoped  some  one  con 


nected  with  the  Health  Department  would  ex- 
plain, else  hs  should  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
think:.*  it  necessary  to  have  a  new  building  to  re- 
ceive the  swill,  as  the  present  structure  is  entirely 
inadequate  for  the  purpose.  The  shed  would  cost 
only  $2500,  and  he  did  not  Unowwht  the  Commit- 
tee on  PubUc  Buildings  named  $6000. 

Mr- Shaw  said  th-it  is  the  way  the  city's  money 
goes,  and  it  is  ao  wonder  the  taxpayers  groan.  He 
had  had  occasion  to  criticise  the  Board  of  Health 
before,  and  should  do  so  :  gain.  He  movea  to  lay 
the  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Buiditt  explained  that  if  any  mooey  was 
left  it  would  go  into  the  sinking  funds.  Six 
thousand  dollars  had  been  appropriated,  the  wo'k 
would  be  let  oat  to  the  lowest  bidder,  and  there  is 
no  danger  of  the  city  paying  more  than  the' work 
is  worth. 

Mr.  Willcut  of  Waid  17  said  he  understood  that 
the  present  building  is  not  a  proper  one;  the 
Committee  on  Health  consider  this  expedient,  as 
it  is  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  health;  it 
must  be  constructed  in  a  peculiar  manner  and  the 
Citv  Architect  thinks  the  cost  will  be  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  $6000. 

Mr.  Sha^  said  he  did  n't  propose  to  be  inquisi- 
tive, but  he  didn't  blame  the  tazpavers  for  com- 
plaining. The  gentleman  from  the  Green  Garden 
District  has  made  a  statement,  but  neither  he  nor 
one  of  the  Committee  on  Health  had  given  a  rea- 
son why  $6000  should  Oe  appiopriated  for  a  build- 
ing i.hat  will  cost  only  $2500.  He  hoped  the  lax- 
payers  would  read  what  he  said  on  this  question. 
Any  one  could  build  a  good  dwelling  for  $6000,  in 
one  of  the  most  respectable  neighborhoods  in 
Boston  and  have  money  left.  H  this  is  shown  to 
be  right,  he  would  be  the  first  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Perkins  reminded  Mr.  Shaw  that  he  had 
already  once  voted  for  tbe  appropriation. 

Mr.  Shaw  cared  not  lor  that.  He  had  voted  for 
an  appropriation  for  water,  but  wheu  the  details 
came  he  opposed  it. 

The  President  reminded  Mr.  Sbawthat  hs  was 
out  of  order,  hiving  spoken  twice  on  tb£  motion 
to  table. 

Mr.  Shaw— No  gentleman  has  objected. 

The  President— It  isn't  necessary  for  any  gen- 
tleman to  object. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost — 20  for, 
28  against. 

Mr.  Shaw  moved  to  make  the  sum  $3000. 

Mr.  Burdict  had  no  objection  to  $3000  if  he 
could  be  guaranteed  that  the  bids  would  be  less 
than  that. 

Mr.  WiNon  said  it  required  a  peculiar  kind  of 
building,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Board  of  He  1th.  and  be  had  every  confidence 
in  the  City  Architect.  All  knew  that  a  very  ordi- 
nary dwelling  would  cost  mo  e  than  $6000.  ' 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  inquired  which  statement 
was  correct,  that  of  Mr.  Perkins  or  tint  of  Mr. 
Willcutt. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  said  the  atchiteet  was  be- 
fore the  committee  this  afternoon  and  said  the 
shed  would  cost  about  $2500. 

Mr.  Wiilcutt  said  he  had  believed  his  informa- 
tion was  fiom  a.  reliaole  source,  thougL  he  might 
have  been  mistaken. 

Mi.  Shaw  alluded  to  the  disparity  of  statements, 
and  said  he,  too,  was  in  a  great  dilemma.  He  be- 
lieved in  protecting  the  city's  health,  but  could 
not  see  the  uecessity  of  appropriating  $6000  for  a 
building  that  would  cost  only  $2500.  He  did  not 
blame  the  taxpayers  for  complaining  of  toe  ex- 
penditures. Tlie  architect  does  not  advocnte 
$6000.  His  voice  was  not  loud,  but  it  would 
reachthe  people.  This  is  o't  the  first  proposition 
of  the  kind  from  tue  Board  of  Health.  He  be- 
lieved that  for  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  ex\>eudi- 
turethat  department  could  be  run,  and  with  bet- 
ter sanitary  conditions  than  now. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  said  this  appeared  to  be  a 
question  of  offal  expenditure,  and  he  hoped  some 
gentlemen  would  shed  light  upon  it  and  let  them 
know  where  it  is  situated. 

The  President  said  it  was  on  Highland  street. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9  explaiued  that  plans  had 
been  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health,  and  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings are  to  do  the  work;  if  any  money  is  left  it 
will  not  be  squandered,  but  tinned  into  the  sink- 
ing fund.  The  work  will  be  open  to  every  me- 
chanic in  Boston  to  bid  on. 

Mr.  Burditt  said  if  they  cut  down  the  amount, 
and  the  bids  proved  to  be  greater  than  that,  the 
committee  would  have  to  come  back  for  more 
money. 
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Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  said  the  order  was  simply 
a  request  for  authority  to  spend  so  much  of  the 
money  as  is  necessary,  which  the  architect  thinks 
will  be  aoout  $2500.'  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  on 
the  expense  beforehand,  and  lie  believed  in  giving 
discretion  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wilson  hoped  the  matter  would  be  laid  over 
till  the  bids  were  opened ;  he  was  willing-  to  vote 
money  enough  for  the-  building,  but  no  more  than 
is  necessaiy.  Mr.  Burdiit  said  it  was  not  usual 
to  advertise  for  bids  till  the  order  is  passed,  though 
they  had  done  so.  He  thought  it  would  be  safe  to 
leave  the  matter  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  hoped  tha  matter  would 
go  on  in  the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  the  appropriations  are  made  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  every  committee  is 
required  to  ask  leave  to  spend  any  amount,  as  do 
the  Committee  on  Common.  He  adheied  to  the 
opinion  that  there  was  no  necesity  for  appropri- 
ating $6000  for  a  buildiug  that  would  cos i  only 
$2500. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  the  amendment,  and  the 
order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading— 35  foi ,  7 
against. 

THE  OlTY  ARCHITECT. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  an  ordinance  which  snail  re- 
quite all  boards  and  committees  to  employ  the 
City  Architect  whenevei  it  becomes  necessary  to 
employ  such  assistance  in  the  several  depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  Tage— The  reason  1  inttoduce  the  order  is, 
that  while  we  have  an  able  and  efficient  Architect, 
there  are  several  boards  connected  with  the  City 
Governnii  ut  who,  when  they  wish  an  architect  to 
draw  plans, have  gone  elsewhere  to  have  the  work 
done.  The  result  is,  quite  a  large  amount  of  work 
is  being  done  now  by  other  architects  for  the  city. 
As  the  Citv  Architect,  in  my  judgment,  is  perfect- 
ly competent  and  willing  to  perform  the  duty,  I 
think  it  much  better  that  an  ordinance  should  be 
drawn  requiring  all  departments  to  employ  him 
when  they  need  an  architect. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

Mr..Howe?  of  Ward  11  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  inquire  into  tin  expedien- 
cy of  electing  new  members  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Board,  and  adopting  such  further  regulations  for 
its  government  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Mr.  Howes — In  the  act  for  the  annexation  of 
Charlestown,  it  was  provided  tb  it  the  two  boards 
should  be  joined,  but  quite  a  time  has  elapsed  al- 
ready, and  there  seems  to  be  no  disposition  to 
unite  them.  The  members  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  are  in  an  unpleasant  position,  the  time  of 
some  having  expired,  though  the  act  provides  that 
they  shall  hold  over  until  iheir  successors  are  cho 
sen.  1  think  the  members  of  that  board  desiie 
some  ordinance  passed  which  shall  put  them  in  a 
right  position  before  the  public. 

The  order  wis  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  SUDBURY  COXDUIT. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Otdered,  That  when  contracts  for  work  on  the 
Sudbury  River  conduit  are  awarded,  the  Cochit- 
uate  Water  Board  be  and  they  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  require  the  suretie- on  the  bonda  for 
the  fulfilment  thereof  to  be  residents  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  an  order  of  doubtful  expediency.  I  suppose 
ibere  may  oe  a  great  many  con  ti  actors  from  other 
States,  and  perhaps  they  could  do  the  work  cheap- 
er than  the  contractors  in  this  neighborhood  could. 
Whether  it  is  de-:irable,  in  this  great  work,  to  lim- 
it our  choice  of  contractors  to  those  who  live  in 
Massachusetts,  seems  tome  to  bb  verv  doubtful, 
for  of  course  that  i.;  more  or  less  the  effect  of  that 
Older;  and  I  should  question  whether  it  is  desira- 
ble to  pass  it.  If  the  contractors  come  from  New 
York,  of  course  the  Water  Board  should  see  that 
they  give  good  sui  eties.  But  the  purpose  of  the 
order  is  to  limit  the  contractors  to  Massachusetts 
men,  and  I  doubt  whether  that  is  expedient. 

Mr.  Flynn — That  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  order. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  that  we 
should  have  Massachusetts  met;  upon  the  bonds 
of  these  contractors,  no  matter  where  they  come 
from.  I  have  no  objection  to  referring  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Committee  on  Water  if  it  is  desired. 


Mr.  Crocker— I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Water.  I  should  suppose  that  the 
Waier  Board  in  their  discretion  would  see  that 
there  were  satisfactory  sureties. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  order  will 
not  be  referred,  but  that  it  will  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  unless  it  has  emanated  from  the  Water 
Boan;.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  now  have  the 
authoiity  tu  judge  of  the  character  of  the 
bonds.  It  might  be  that  bidders  could 
offer  much  better  security  in  other  States 
than  if  they  were  confined  to  Massa- 
chusetts. It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  require 
that  one  of  the  bondsmen  shall  be  a  resident  of 
this  State,  but  it  is  quite  unusual  to  require  all  of 
them  to  be.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  not  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  restrict  the  board 
to  Massachusetts  sureties, "because  for  example, 
a  Ne  Yorrer  who  underbid  might  not  be  able  to 
give  Massachusetts  security,  and  in  that  case  he 
would  be  shut  out  and  the  city  have  to  take  a 
contract,  possibly  at  a  much  higher. price,  from 
one  who  could  give  such  security. 

Mr.  Noyes  of"  Ward  5 — In  regard  to  the  bids, 
tbey  have  been  received  from  different  parties 
from  out  of  the  State ;  the  bonds  arc  to  come  up 
to  be  settled,  and  there  is  some  little  difference  of 
opinion  in  legard  to  tbeni,  certain  members  of 
the  board — myself  and  my  friend  here  on  the 
other  side  [Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  who  was  ab- 
sent] differing.  The  ditferenee  in  the  price  of  the 
work  and  the  amount  of  the  bonds  we  require 
are  about  the  same;  that  is  to  say,  the  lowest 
amount  bid  is  about  the  same  amount  lower  than 
the  next  lowest  bidder,  to  offset  the  bonds;  so 
that  if  the  bonds  ne  is  to  give  are  not 
good  for  anything,  we  should  have  to  take  the  risk 
of  the  next  man  by  about  the  same  amount  in- 
creased. For  instance,  if  the  firs*  man's  bid  is 
$100,000,  we  require  him  to  give  bonds  for  $50,000; 
if  the  next  lowest  bidder  is  $150,000,  and  if  he  is  a 
Massachusetts  man  and  we  requiie  him  to  give 
$50,000  bonds,  and  award  him  the  contract  for 
$150,000,  the  board  thought  it  a  haidship.  They 
have  looked  into  the  bonds  with  a  great  deal  of 
thoroughness  and  don't  propose  to  take  any 
that  are  not  good.  The  City  Solicitor  says 
the  New  York  bonds  are  not  so  good 
as  State  bonds,  and  in  some  cases  it  would  be  al- 
most impossible  to  realize  on  them.  One  man 
says  if  he  had  known  that  he  would  be  required 
to  give  Massachusetts  bonds,  he  wruld  have  bid 
differently.  It  his  bond  is  uot  found  to  be  good 
his  bid  will  have  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Crocker— It  seems  to  me  from  what  the  gen- 
tleman says  this  matter  had  better  be  left  to  the 
Wat6r  Board  to  tafee  sureties  out  of  the  State, 
and  not  to  lay  down  an  iron  rule  requiring  all  the 
sureties  from  Massachusetts.  However,  it  might 
be  well  to  have  the  matter  investigated. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
a  move  in  the  proper  direction.  Suopose  the  con- 
tractor fails,  the  city  of  Boston  has"  got  to  go  to 
New  York  to  commence  suit.  Bring  tbem  under 
Massachusetts  law  by  having  Massachusetts 
bonds.  Every  lawyer  knows  that  statement  to  be 
true,  that  if  a  contractor  fails  and  his  bondsmen 
live  in  New  Yotk  you  have  got  to  sue  them 
iu  the  courts  there,  and  you  cannot  sue  them 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  I  am  glad 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  intro- 
duced it.  I  nev.-r  thought  of  it  before. 
It  is  our  duty  as  trustees  and  custodians 
of  a  great  corporation,  to  make  such  restrictions. 
Do  we  want  to  go  to  New  York  or  Connecticut  to 
commence  suit?  Look  at  the  defalcations  that 
occur.  Look  at  the  solicitor  of  high  stand- 
ing who  has  run  away  with  half  a  million  dollars 
in  trust  funds.  Can  you  obtain  proper  redress 
when  a  man's  bondsmen  are  from  Connecticut  or 
Ohio?  Where  would  be  our  protection?  My 
friend  says  it  does  n't  come  from  the  Water 
Board.  Does  n't  it  come  from  the  Water  Board? 
and  does  n't  a  member  of  that  boa.rd  advocate  the 
measure?  It  is  a  step  in  the  right  di- 
rection, and  I  believe  the  people  of  Boston  who 
pay  the  taxes  will  supportit. 

Mr.  Jaques — I  hope  the  order  willuotbe  passed 
by  any  attempt  to  mislead  the  Council.  If  the 
Water  Board  desire  such  action  they  can  ask  for 
it.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  the  difficulty  of  hav- 
ing recourse  against  citizens  of  other  States. 
The  question  is  not  where  a  man  re- 
sides, but  what  security  he  gives.  I  grant 
that  it  woulo  be  better,  other  things  being  equal, 
to  have  all  the  bondsmen  residents  of  Massachu- 
setts. Gentlemen  speak  of  "putting  themselves 
upon  record,"  as  the  phrase  is,  and  "looking  out 
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for  the  taxpayers."  I  think  we  should  cry  to  se- 
cure, in  a  case  of  this  kind,  where  so  large  an 
amount  or"  money  is  to  be  expended,  that  it  should 
toe  done  by  the  best  men  at  the  lowest  price.  If  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  whoare  responsible  and  can  give 
good  security  for  the  performance  or  the  con- 
tract, offer  to  do  the  work  for  the  lowest  Drice, 
it  is  a  matter  of  economy  for  the  city,  and  a  mat- 
ter of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  water  board,  to  ac- 
cept sucb  bids  and  not  thi  ow  them  out  by  such 
technicalities  as  are  raised  by  the  introduction  of 
this  order. , 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  don't  beb  sve  it  is  safe 
to  pass  that  order  in  its  present  condition,  and 
that  it  is  best  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Water.  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  among 
the  members  of  the  Water  Board.  To  pass  thia 
order  shuts  out  all  chance  of  giving  the  contract 
to  the  man  happening  to  put  in  the  lowest  bid, 
even  though  he  may  furnish  excellent  securities 
out  of  tbe  State,  and  if  he  does  that  I  don't  see 
why  we  sbould  n't  accept  it.  While  if  we  did  not, 
a  man  here  might  get  it  for  more,  which  would 
not  be  fair  for  the  taxpayers. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  up. 

ORDER     TO    PAT. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  of  L.  Foster  Morse, 
amounting  to  $250.84,  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  tbe  same  having  been 
approved  in  tlie  usual  manner;  the  amount  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Primary  School- 
house,  Roxbury  street. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  aDd 
and  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  following: 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council 
the  term  of  office  of  tho  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
members  of  the  Common  Council  should  be  two 
years. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  should  continue  to  exercise 
the  powers  granted  to  them  by  sections  33  and  41 
of  the  present  charter;  but  that  the  corporate 
powers  of   the  city  should  be  exercised    in   the 


manner  prescribed  by  section  35  of  the  charter, 
with  the  exceptions  hereinafter  named. 

3.  Resolved,  That  tbe  offices  of  City  Auditor, 
Citv  Collector  and  City  Registrar  sbould  be  estab- 
lished by  the  charter,  as  also  the  fifteen  boards 
and  departments  named  in  section  96  of  the  pro- 
posed charter ;  but  that  the  charter  should  only 
declare  the  number  of  members  of  each  board  or 
department,,  de6ne  their  modes  of  election,  terms 
and  salaries,  and  the  general  scope  of  their  du- 
ties, leaving  the  details  to  be  provided  by  ordi- 
nance. 

4.  Resolved,  That  joint  standing  committees  to 
consist  of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members  of  the 
Council,  should  be  appointed  every  second  year, 
one  for  each  of  the  above-named  eighteen  depart- 
ments and  one  for  the  Treasurer's  department; 
that  every  such  committee  ought  to  investigate 
into  all  complaints  concerning  its  department, 
when  referred  to  it  by  either  branch  of  the  City 
Council,  and  that  upon  its  report  the  City  Council 
should  have  the  power  to  direct  by  concurrent 
vote  the  action  of  such  board  or  department  in 
the  matter. 

5.  Resolved,  That  subject  to  the  above  right  of 
anneal  to  the  City  Council,  the  corporate  powers 
of  the  city  in  such  matters  as  have  been  delegated 
to  departments  ought  to  be  exercised  through 
such  departments. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  it  would  be  readily  under- 
stood that  this  is  an  attempt  to  substitute  some 
other  plan  in  place  of  the  charter,  as  amended 
and  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  He  simply 
desired  to  have  it  priuted  for  future  considera- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willcntt  of  Ward  17,  the  reso- 
lutions were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Crocker  ot  Ward  6,  they  were  laid  on  the 
lable. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  wbicn.  was  accepted  the  report 
of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petrtion  for  a  bath 
house  at  Cragie's  Bridge,  sajing  the  parties  had 
had  no  opportunity  to  toe  heard,  and  he  should 
move  to  have  the  report  recommitted. 

Tha  question  toeing  taken.  24  voted  for,  0 
against,  and  there  ppearing  not  to  be  a  quorum 
present  the  President  declared  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY   31,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Theodore  F.  Erb,  724 
"Washington  stieet;  C.  M.  Huggras,  John  A.  An- 
drew Hall:  John  Haggeity,  Haggerty  Hall,  Dor- 
chestsr;  William  A.  Morse,  Farm  School;  S.  G. 
DeBlois,  Concord  street  and  its  vicinity ;  William 
H.  Cowdin,  bathhouse,  Caoot  street;  Joseph  L. 
Watson,  Health  Department. 

Agents  of  the  City  to  Take  the  Decennial  Cen- 
sus—J.  Milner  Allen,  Frederick  Small,  Benjamin 
H.  Champney,  Christopher  K.  Poiitter,  Elbridge 
W.  Smith,  John  W.  Davis. 

Public  Weigher— James  Buckner. 

Weigher  ot  Coal — John  Kelly . 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  No  one  appeared  to  object  to  the  pro- 
posed sewer  in  Howard  and  Gerard  streets,  Rox- 
bury,  and  the  matter  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

Middlesex  Railroad.  On  the  petition  of  Middls- 
sex  Railroad  Company  for  an  extension  of 
location  in  Chailesto'wn,  Mr.  Powers,  presi- 
dent of  the  road,  explained  that  it  was  a 
turnout  at  Craft's  Cornre,  to  connect  the  in- 
ward and  outward  tracks,  and  was  applied  for 
more  to  accommodate  the  people  on  the  Sev- 
enteenth of  June  than  anything  else.  On  that 
day  cars  from  out  the  city  will  stop  at  Craft's  Cor- 
ner, while  those  in  tue  city  will  run  between  City 
square  and  Boston  proper.  A  permanent  location 
is  asked  for  on  account  of  its  convenience  in  case 
of  flie  or  any  unusual  detention. 

The  petition  was  i  ecommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

Boston  &  Northwestern  Railroad.  On  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Boston  &  Northwestern  Railroad 
Company  for  approval  of  location  of  a  route  m 
this  city  with  a  teminus  at  South  Boston,  Ed- 
ward Atkinson  appeared  for  the  company,  and 
called  on  Mr.  Keith,  the  engineer  of  the  roaa, 
who  explained  the  proposed  route  to  the  members 
of  the  Board  during  a  recess  of  ten  minutes, which 
was  taken,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  for  that 
purpose;  after  whicb  Mr.  Atkinson  said  that  ac- 
tion tending  toward  the  construction  of  the  road 
would  depend  on  the  appointment  ot  three  State 
agents  to  deal  with  the  South  Boston  flats,  with- 
out a  railway  terminus  at  which  the  road  to  Wes- 
ton would  be  of  no  use.  He  explained  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  road,  tbe  payment  ot  the  ten  per  cent, 
subsciiption  which  is  now  going  on.  The  corpor- 
ation intends  to  m?.ke  connection  with  seven  of 
the  roads  entering  Boston  ;  they  act  in  the  inter- 
est of  no  one  corporation,  Oelteviog  the  opportu- 
nity the  greatest  ever  offered  to  concentratr  rail- 
way traffic  at  deen  water.  They  had  not  asked 
the  State  to  tax  the  people,  but  to  use  a  part  of  its 
lahd  for  the  road  as  a  stockholder  for  the  ben&flc 
of  the  remainder.  The  question  will  be  fairly  put 
to  the  citizens  and  corporations  of  Boston,  Will  it 
pay  to  concentrate  their  traffic  ou  the  sea  front 
where  merchandise  can  be  handled  without  truck- 
age ?  If  it  would  not  pay  the  merchants  and  rail 
roads  It  would  pay  no  one  else,  and  it  would  not 
be  done.  They  were  simply  oesiring  to  put  them- 
selves m  a  position  to  treat  with  the  State.  Mr.  At- 
kinson stated  what  would  be  the  connections  of  the 
Northwestern  Railroad,  which  is  uot  expected  to 
have  any  equipmen  t  of  its  own,but  its  tracks  wil  I  be 
used  by  other  roads.  To  Alderman  Power  he  said 
the  engineer  had  been  instructed  to  obtaiu  the 
best  route  pro oosed,  wbich  this  was  believed  t> 
be.  Tbe  plaii  originally  propostd  was  to  skirt 
Dorchester  Bay  and  reach  South  Boston  by  a  tun- 
nel through  the  hill,  the  expense  of  which  they 
did  not  dare  to  embark  upon.  If  the  development 
occurs  that  is  expected,  there  is  no  doubt  addi- 
tional legislation  can  be  piocured  to  allow  the 
tunnel  route.  He  beli»ved  that  in  the  future  both 
routes  would  be  needed;  but  at  present  thev  pre- 
ferred to  take  the  less  expensive  route. 

Michael  F.  Lynch  desired  the  Board  not  to  de- 
cide the  question  until  public  senument  was  as- 
certained on  the  subject;  for  the  public  was  of 
more  importance  than  cliques.  He  alujx  ed  to  the 
Boston,  Hartford,&  Erie  discussions,  claimed  that 


the  tunnel  route  was  the  better  one  for  this  road, 
and  charged  that  the  location  asked  for  is  in  pri- 
vate interests. 

C.  P.  Clark,  manager  of  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad  appeared  to  protest  against  any 
location  which  would  appropriate  any  part  of  that 
road. 

The  petition  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
ou  Paving. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  R.  M.  Pulsif  et  & 
Co.,  for  lamps  in  North  Harvard  street,  Ward  19. 

Ellis  &  York,  that  the  city  use  theirpatentburn- 
er  ot  eas  lamps. 

Josiah  Dunham  et  al.,  that  Second  street  be 
lighted  between  L  and  O  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Willi  .m  H. 
Ryan,  for  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  East- 
ern-avenue BndgB. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  William  B. 
Chaplin,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused 
by  a  defect  in  Beacon  street,  Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Owen  McMen- 
niman,  for  leave  to  grind  cutlery  ia  the  public 
streets. 

Samuel  D.  Crafts,  for  leave  to  kill  birds  lor 
scientific  purposes. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Samuel  B.  Pierce 
et  al.,  remonstrance  against  proposed  construc- 
tion of  se  vers  at  Upham's  Corner. 

E.  L.  Jordan  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Berkeley 
street,  between  Lawreaee  and  Appleton  streets. 

Charles  Brewer  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  or  natural 
water  coui  se  fioin  Pond  street  to  Stony  Brook  be 
cleared  fiom  obstructions. 

M.  F.  Lynch,  remonstiance  against  proposea 
sewer  in  Pleasant  street,  Ward  16." 

H.  N.  Clark  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Columbia  stieet, 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  John  Maguiie,  for  leave  to  remove  a 
a  till  in  front  of  estate  of  John  Maguiie,  638  Main 
street,  Cbarlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Oriental  Tea  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  project  their  advertising  sign 
at  85  and  89  Court  street,  if  similar  privileges  are 
allowed  to  others. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  David  Nevius  to  oe  paid  for  land  dim- 
ages,  etc.,  on  Cambridge  and  Washington  streets, 
Ward  19. 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  to  be  paid  for 
land  taken  to  lay  out  Division  street,  Ward  7. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  Ryan,  for  leave  to  erect  a  brick 
stable  for  one  hoise  ou  Tudor  stieet,  near  E  street. 

James  Jackson,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  ? table  for  four  hoises  on  South  street, 
near  Washington,  Ward  17. 

James  Nugent,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  foi  one  borse  on  Second  sireei.  No. 
679. 

Leonard  a.  Hoax,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  tor  two  horses  on  Dix  street,  uear 
Adarns  stieet,  Ward  16. 

F.  R.  Cunnils  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  twenty-two  horses  ou  new 
street  from  Cambridge  street,  Ward  22. 

F.  A.  Barry,  for  leave  to  occupy  in  old  wooden 
stable  for  ten  horses  on  Duulev  street,  opposite 
511,  Ward  14. 

Cuarles  O.  Hansen,  for  leave  to  occupy  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Wordsworth  street. 
Ward  1. 

Joseph  R.  Kendall,  for  leave  to  occupy  au  old 
wooden  stable  for  eight  horses  on  Canal  street. 
Ward  20. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Aaron  Spence, 
that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of  the  con  of  his 
sidewalk  at  tbe  corner  of  Dorchester  and  Ei^atu 

M.  J.  &    W.  Glynn,  for   sidewalks    ou    Gates 

D.  A.  Duubar  et  al.,  that  Walthatn  street  be  re- 
paved. 

Mary  O'Biieu,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Be  aning ton  street. 

Isaac  H.  Meserve,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalk  at  27  Marcella  stieet. 

John  E.  Bowker,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  20  War- 
wick street. 

S.  &  D.  Richards,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
buiriing  f  i  om  Somerville  boundary  line  to  S6W- 
ali's  court,  and  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
rear  of  47  and  49  Millet  street  to  Canal  street. 

Francis  Parkman  ct  al.,  that  Priuce stieet.  Ward 
17,  from  Perkins  street  to  Pond  street,  be  sprin- 
kled by  tbe  city. 
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Amos  A.  Lawrence,  for  brick  sidewalk,  57  Com- 
monwealth avenue. 

C.  H.  Karnes  et  al.,  that  Weld  avenue,  Eglescon 
square,  be  Rinded,  etc. 

Morton  &  Chesley  et  al.,  for  leave  to  close  Ware- 
ham  street  at  night  while  building  operations  are 
in  progress. 

Thomas  J.  Tobey,  for  edgestoues  and  brick 
sidewalk,  65  Windsor  sheet 

William  H.  Wallace,  for  edgestones,  47  and  49 
Hammond  street. 

A.  W.  Hunt  ct  al.,  for  edgeutones  on  Columbia 
street.  Ward  16. 

William  Lloyd  Garrisou  et  al.,  that  Highland 
street,  from  Eliot  square  to  Hawthorne  street,  be 
watered  by  the  city. 

Ivory  Harmon  et  al.,  that  the  city  pay  a  part  of 
the  expense  of  wacering  Morelarid  street,  Rox- 
bury,  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Warren  street. 

G.  C.  Judson  et  al.,  chat  the  city  would  contrib- 
ute towards  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Roxbury 
street. 

Cnailes  E.  Rice,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion 
of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  the  streets  in  Ward 
19. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  John  Wall  $2400,  for  land  damages 
on  Bowdorn  street,  Wa-d  16.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  William  H.  Qnigley  $594,  for  land 
in  passageway  on  Beach  street  taken  from  "Own- 
ers unknown."    Passed. 

PAPERS     FROM  THE    COMMON     COUNCIL    FOB  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Peiition  of  Kelly  &  Wogan  referred. 

Order  to  pay  L.  Foster  Morse  (or  services  to 
cu.y  ($250.84).    Passed. 

An  order  requiring  the  sureties  oi  bonds  of  con- 
tractors for  Sudbury  River  condnitto  be  residents 
of  this  Commonwealth,  came  up  leferred  to  the 
Come  rttee  on  Water.    Concurreu. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Water  ro  consider  the 
expedrency  of  electing  new  members  for  Mystic 
Waier  Board.    Passed. 

Ordtr  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  an 
ordini  nee  requiritg  committees  and  boards  to 
employ  the  services  of  the  City  Architect  when 
such  services  are  needed.  Amended,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Prescott,  by  striking  out  the  word,  "re- 
port" and  inserting  the  woros  "consider  the  expe- 
diency of  reporting,"  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order  to  set  apart  the  lot  at  coiner 
of  Warren  and  Regent  streets  as  site  for  i  hi*  War- 
ren Statue.    Order  passed. 

O  der  toi  Committee  on,Finance  to  provide  an 
appropriation  of  $2000  for  improvement  of  Orchard 
park.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Phineas  E.  Gay  $23,000  in  full  set- 
tlement of  contract  with  Manuel  and  Haynes  for 
improvement  on  the  Suffolk-street  District;  and 
also  an  order  for  transfer  of  $33,500f  rom  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk-street  Dis- 
trict. Severally  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Worthington,  who  thought  that  mem- 
bers needed  more  time  to  look  into  tbe  subject. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Depattment  to 
report  on  expediency  of  locating  a  steam  fire  en- 
gine and  horse  hose'  carriage  at  some  point  be- 
tween the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  Depot  s>nd 
the  custom  house,  came  up  amended  by  insert- 
ing "and  other  pieces  of  fire  apparatus."  Con- 
curred. 

FOURTH   OF  JULY. 

The  order  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Observance  of  the  Ninety- 
ninth  Anniversary  of  American  Independence— 
the  expense  of  trie  celebratron  not  to  exceed 
$5500 — came  up  with  amendments  to  strike  out  all 
the  details  of  said  observance;  to  increase  the 
Committee  on  part  of  the  Common  Council  to 
"the  President  and  one  member  from  each  Ward," 
and  to  increase  the  appropriation  to  $15,000. 

Alderman  Worttr'ngton— I  hope  th?  Aldermen 
will  concur  with  the  Council  in  striking  out  the 
words  relating  to  how  the  money  shall  be  spent, 
and  adhere  to  the  vote  appropriating  $5500.  I 
think  it  would  be  proper  for  the  committee  to  S3.v 
what  shall  be  done  with  the  money,  whereas  this 
order  does  not  leave  it  to  their  option.  It  is  usual 
to  leave  it  to  the  committee  to  say  what  in  their 
opinion  would  b»st  conduce  to  the  amusement 
and  gratification  of  tbe  people  on  the  Fourth  of 
July;  therefore  I  hone  we  shall  concur  in  the 
amendment  leaving  the  mode  of  spending  the 
money  optional  with  the  committee,  and  then  I 
hope  we  shall  adhere  to  our  vote  appropriating 
$5500. 


Alderman  O'Brien — When  this  subject  came  up 
at  the  last  meeting  of  this  Board  I  felt  that  $5500 
was  altogether  too  small  an  appropriation  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July;  but  as  not  a 
single  old  member  of  this  Board  stood  up  and  ob- 
jected to  it,  I  did  not  feel  like  doing  so,  as  I  have 
had  but  little  experience  in  such  celebiations.  I 
think  now  that  $10,000  is  certainly  as  small  a  sum 
as  we  should  appropriate  for  such  an  occasion, 
and  that  is  n't  more  than  one-oalf  the  amount 
that  has  been  usually  appropriated  for 
the  Fourth  of  July  for  a  long  series  of  years. 
Because  we  have  to  celebrate  our  centennial 
anniversary,  I  don't  think  it  is  a  reasonable  excuse 
for  cutting  down  the  appropriation  tor  the  Fourth 
of  July  to  so  low  a  figure.  We  a>e  compelled  to 
celebrate  that  Centennial.  Boston  has  a  reputa- 
tion for  hospitality  which  must  be  sustained,  and 
we  can't  put  a  limit  on  the  amount  to  be  expend- 
ed in  tfce  centennial  celebration.  The  mayors 
of  the  first  cities  in  tbe  country  are  to 
visit  us  oti  thif  occasion,  and  we  waoi  to 
ente  tain  them  as  they  should  De  treated  when 
they  visit  us  officially,  and  as  we  wo -ild  like  to  have 
our  Mavor  entertained  if  ailed  upon  to  visit 
other  cities  on  such  an  occasion.  It  is  because 
we  h?  ve  to  sustain  ou  reputation  tor  hospitality 
that  we  are  compelled  to  speud  moi-ey  on  our  cen- 
tennial anniversa;.;,  and  I  hope  the  cj:nmittee 
having  that  celebration  in  charge  has  not  put  a 
limit  to  their  expenditures  tor  that  o  casron.  But 
the  Fourth  of  July  is  Tor  the  entertainment  of  our 
own  citizens,  our  o*n  people,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  sp=cd  at  least  $10,000  I  move  to  substitute 
that  sum  for  the  $15,000  named  in  the  order  under 
consideration. 

The  question  was  put  on  each  amendmeot  sep- 
arately. The  Board  non-concurrea  in  the  amend- 
ment for  the  enlargement  of  the  coinmiitee,  and 
concurred  io  tne  one  striking  out  the  words  re- 
lating to  tne  details  of  the  cel-bration.  The 
Suestion  tben  came  on  the  motron  of  Alderman 
JBrien  to  make  the  sum  $10,000. 

Alderman  Power — When  this  matter  of  cele- 
brating tbe  Centennial  cam«  up  you  well  einern- 
ber  that  I  opposed  the  appropriation  of  so  much 
money  for  that  purpose,  because  it  was  stated 
tnen  that  there  would  be  no  money  needed  for 
the  Fourth  of  Julv,  or  that  at  l=ast  five  or  nix 
thousand  dollars  would  suffice.  I  stated  then 
that  I  did  not  think  ihat  any  decent  sort  of  a  cele- 
bration could  be  had,  or  that  the  people  would  be 
content  with  such  a  celebratioo  as  $5000  would 
give;  and  I  think  the  sam«  now.  I  voted  to  ad- 
here to  $5500  when  $15,000  was  named,  but  now  I 
should  be  willing  to  sustain  the  motion  of  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  14  for  $10,000.  Unless  this 
Board  is  disposed  to  dispense  entirely  with  the 
celebration  it  is  useless  to  vote  for  $5500,  for  I  am 
fully  convinced  that  the  Common  Council  will 
never  concur  in  that  amount.  The  question  is, 
Will  you  have  any  Fourth-of-July  celebration  at 
all?  Tbe  matter  has  so  far  advanced  that  if  the 
order  goes  back  and  forth,  there  will  be  no  money 
appropriated.  It  is  a  question  of  celebration  or  no 
celebration.  For  that  reason  I  Shu' 1  vote  for  the 
sum  of  $10,000,  for  I  think  we  should  have  a  cele- 
bration which  should  be  respectable  and  furnish 
some  amusement  for  the  people,  which  I  don't 
think  we  can  have  with  $5500. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  the  sum  named  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  14,  provided  tbe  number  of  tte  committee 
fixed  by  the  Board  is  retained,  so  that  the  people, 
and  not  merely  a  committee  of  this  Government, 
may  have  the  beuefit  of  the  appropriation. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  opposed  to  in- 
creasing the  amouot  above  $5500.  I  believe  we 
should  look  anout  a  little  and  see  where  we  are 
going  to  get  tbe  money  that  we  are  to  spend  on 
the  Seventeenth  of  June  and  the  Fourth  of  July. 
It  is  well  known  to  every  member  of  this  Board 
that  for  rwenty  years  there  has  not  been  a  harder 
time  than  this'  for  rai.-ing  money  bj  taxation  or 
any  other  way;  and  yet  we  are  asked  to  spend 
$10,000  within  t«?o  weeks  after  we  shall  have  had 
one  of  rhe  most  magnificent  celebrations  ever  seen 
in  this  country.  It  is  time  for  us  to  stop  and  think 
where  we  are  to  get  the  money  from.  I 
have  given  a  good  deal  of  anxious  thought, 
to  the  subject,  and  have  tried  to  find 
out  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  I 
have  yet  to  find  the  first  man  who  is  in  t.vor  of 
spending  over  $5000,  when  that  is  ample  for  ring- 
ing bells,  firing  cannon,  and  providing  amuse- 
ments for  the  children  whom  we  are  to  educate  to 
a  proper  appreciation  of  the  independence  of  this 
country.    We  old  fellows  do  not  need  anything  of 
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this  kind;  we  appreciate  more  and  more  every 
day  the  fact  that  we  are  pare  and  parcel  of  this 
free  country.  With  $5500  we  pan  fire  cannon,  ring 
the  bells  and  furnish  amusements  forthe children, 
which  is  all  tor  their  education,  and  is  all  that 
is  required.  Therefore,  I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to 
the  $5500,  ana  not  increase  the  committee,  believ- 
ing that  we  shall  meet  the  wishes  of  nine-tenths 
Of  the  voters  and  taxpayers  of  Bo-ton. 

The  motion  to  mate  the  eum  $10,000  was  lost- 
yeas  5,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Burrage,  Hanis,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Prescott—  5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Pope,  Quincy, 
Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthington— 7. 

The  Board  then  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment making  tbp  amount  $15,000  -yeas  0,  nays  12. 

Sent  down. 

WATER    SUPPLY     FOE    "WARDS     SEVENTEEN     AND 
NINETEEN. 

A  report  and  order  came  up  for  Cochituate 
"Water  Board  to  devise  means  for  supply  ot  water 
to  Wards  17  and  19. 

Alderman  Worthington—  I  move  to  lay  that 
order  uuon  the  table.  The  citizens  of  Brooklvne 
are  to  hold  a  town  meetiog  the  present  week  to 
look  into  the  subject  and  see  if  they  cannot  sup- 
ply these  wards  with  water,  and  I  think  we  should 
lay  the  order  upon  the  table  to  let  them  see  if  they 
can  qo  so.  It  certainly  can  do  no  harm.  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  order  as  it  is  now;  but  if  a  new  com- 
mittee is  appointed  in  Brookline  and  the  subject 
reconsidered,  an  arrangement  may  yet  be  made 
by  which  the  citizens  of  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton  can  be  supplied  with  water  sooner  thau 
thev  can  from  Farm  Pond. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  hope  the  order  will  not 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  for  this  reason :  The  citi- 
zens of  West  Roxbury  can  be  supplied  with  water 
much  sooner  from  our  own  resources  tnan  if  an 
arrangement  is  made  with  tne  town  of  Brookline. 
The  pipes  are  already  laid  in  West  Roxbury  to 
connect  with  the  high-service  works,  and  in  fact 
no  outside  source  of  supply  is  needed  for  West 
Roxbury  at  all,  for  the  City  Engineer  states  that 
he  can  supply  that  ward  from  the  high  service 
without  the  aid  of  Brookline ;  while  for  Brighton 
alow-seivice  pipe  i«  row  being  laid  which  the 
Engineer  thinks  will  supply  most  ot  tha<^  ward,  to 
the  sati3lacriou  of  the  people,  I  rom  the  Cochituate 
service  alone.  This  order  is  introduced  in  tbe  in- 
terest of  the  city,  that  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars 
a  year  may  be  saved  to  ourown  treasury.  Toe  terms 
offered  by  the  towu  of  Brookline  were  not  satis- 
factory in  any  sense.  First,  they  demanded  two 
cents  per  hundred  gallons,  which  was  an  enormous 
profit;  their  next  offer  was  85  per  cent,  ot  re- 
ceipts. Thev  might  as  well  have  asked  for  the 
whole  amount,  as  the  city  of  Boston  is  obliged  to 
furnish  all  the  pipes  and  do  all  the  work.  The 
Committee  on  Water  were  unanimous  that  it  w<  s 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  make  no  arrange- 
ment with  the  town  of  Brookline.  I  hope  the 
order  will  be  passed,  that  the  eugtcepr's  orders  m,- 
regard  to  the  pipes  may  be  given  tonight,  for  if  an 
arrangement  is  made  with  Brookline  one  size  of 
l>ipe  will  be  needed,  and  another  size  if  the  city 
furnishes  the  water. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Aldermau  has 
stated  the  case  precisely  as  it  was  stated  by  resi- 
dents of  Brookline.  They  were  ashamed  of  the 
coui3e  pursued  by  their  water  cornmissioneis; 
they  want  to  bring  it  before  the  people  and  offer 
reasonable  teims  to  the  city.  1  am  delighted 
with  the  statements  made  by  the  gentlemaa  troui 
"Ward  8,  that  we  have  an  abundant  supply  of 
watst  foi  West  Roxbiuy  and  Brighton.  Last  year 
he  was  continually  telling  us  that  we  had  not 
enough  water  ana  that  possiblv  we  should  have 
a  water  panic  in  thirtv  days,  and  we  passed 
the  order  to  take  Sudbury  River  at  an  ex- 
pense ot  six  millions,  more  or  'ess— and 
many  think  more;  and  all  becarse  the  Alder- 
man" from  Ward  8  insisted  that  there  was  danger 
of  a  water  famine.  Now  be  tells  us  there  is  an 
ample  supply  of  water  lor  West  Roxbury  and 
Brighton,  a  territory  larger  than  the  whole  city 
proper.  lam  astouished  at  what  he  says.  I  be- 
lieve we  are  as  much  in  danger  of  a  water  panic 
now  as  we  ever  were,  and  I  believe  we  will  oe 
until  we  get  Farm  Pond  and  Sudbury  River  water 
into  the  city  to  supply  West  Roxbury  and  Bright- 
on. I  do  not  believe  in  endangering  the  higher 
portions  of  West  Roxbury,  and  I  believe  if  we 
onlv  wait  one  week  we  can  get  reasonable  terms 
from  Brookline ;  if  not  I  will  agree  to  pass  this 
order.    Citizens  of   Brookline  say  the  terms  pro- 


posed are  outrageous  and  they  have  asked  to  have 
it  reconsidered  in  town  meeting;  I  believe  we 
should  give  them  that  opportunity. 

Alderman  Stebbins— 1  should  think  from  the 
tone  of  the  remark*  of  the  Alderman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  that  he  was  a  paid  agent  of 
the  town  of  Brookline,  for  certainly  his  whole 
argument  is  that  we  should  wait  and  pay  that 
town  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year.  We 
do  cot  want  their  water  now,  becau-e  we  can  get 
aloug  without  it.  Last  year  this  water  was  asked 
for,  when  it  was  supposed  that  tne  order  to  take 
Sudbury  River  would  not  be  passeo  by  the  City 
Council,  and  it  was  for  the  special  convenience 
of  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton.  But  the  oider  to 
take  Sudbury  Rivei  was  passed,  and  it  is  flo  H-iog 
into  Lake  Cochituate;  and  with  the  additional 
syphon  pipe  over  Charles  River  our  supply  is 
greatly  increased,  aud  we  do  not  i.eed  the  water 
from  Brookline,  for  which  the  alderman  seems 
so  very  anxious  to  pay.  I  hope  the  order  will  not 
be  laia  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Weithington — I  am  not  the  paid 
agent  of  the  town  of  Brookline,  but  an  Alderman 
of  Bostou,  elected  to  legislate  for  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  water  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  in  case  of  a 
panic.  What  <tre  we  to  think  of  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  last  year  and  those  ot  todav? 
Last  year  he  said  ws  were  in  great  danger  of  a 
water  panic,  the  conduit  might  break  at  any  mo- 
ment and  we  should  be  out  or  water.  And  yet  »e 
had  as  large  a  supply  then  as  we  have  today. 
The  remarks  he  has  just  made  would  have  ap- 
plied with  equal  force  last  year.  Before  the  first 
of  last  Octob"er  he  said  we  were  in  danger  of  being 
out  of  water,  and  we  all  voted  for  the  order  to 
take  Sudbury  River;  and  yet  now,  on  the  last  day 
of  May,  the  e  is  no  more  water  than  there  was 
then.  An  Alderman  whom  we  all  respect  [Alder- 
man Cutter]  sat  in  bis  place  in  that  corner  and 
said  that  if  we  had  not  a  good  supply  of  water  we 
would  pass  that  order,  that  nature  seemed  to  op- 
pose it  by  giving  us  a  good  supply,  and  that  if  a 
drouth  should  come  we  would  pass  the  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  now  says  we  have  an  am- 
ple supply  of  water  and  can  furnish  all  Wrest  Rox- 
bury and  Brighton  without  any  trouble.  Why, 
then,  do  we  buy  water  for  East  Boston? 

Alderman  Stebbins — We  do  not;  we  supply  it 
from  the  Cochituate  service  ana  have  an  abun- 
dance of  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — East  Boston  is  not  sup- 
plied from  the  Mystic? 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  contract  closed  virtu- 
ally a  month  ago. 

Alderman  Worthington— Will  the  gentleman 
sta*«  that  East  Boston  19  not  supplied  from  the 
Mystic  works? 

Alderman  Stebbins— East  Boston  is  supplied 
from  the  Cochituate  service;  the  Mystic  was  shut 
off  a  mouth  ago. 

Aldermau  Wortnington — The  people  have  all 
the  time  suoposen  it  was  the  Mystic. 

Alderman  Stebbins — What  I  have  stated  is  a 
fact. 

Aide  man  Worthingtou — It  gratifie  me  to  learn 
that  we  have  an  ample  supply  of  water;  that  we 
do  not  need  the  Mystic  for  East  Boston,  aud  we 
have  enough  to  supply  the  city  proper  and  the 
outlying  wards  without  any  aoditional  conduits 
being  built.  There  is  a  cat  in  the  meal  somewhere. 
I  should  think  that  somebody  was  a  paid  member 
of  this  Board  aud  not  an  agent  of  the  towu  of 
Brookliue.  I  hope  this  order  will  be  laid  ou  the 
table  in  order  to  give  the  people  of  Brookline  an 
opportu  nity  to  offer  us  water  at  a  reasonable  price, 
ana  that  we  may  not  bave  any  danger  of  a  seaic- 
ity  of  water  until  we  get  the  conduit  to  farm 
Pond  built,  and  thus  secure  an  ample  supply  for 
fifty  years,  which  has  be°n  so  often  promised  us 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost— 2  for 
9  against. 

Alderman  Burrage— Has  the  matter  of  sewerage 
for  sanitary  purposes  been  considered  in  conoec- 
tiou  with  the  introduction  of  water  into  those 
wards?  and  how  long  is  it  goiug  to  be  after 'he 
water  is  introduced  into  this  district  befoie  the 
sewers  will  be  ready?  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a 
question  whether  it  is  safe  to  introduce  water  .1 
long  time  before  adequate  drainage  has  been  sup- 
plied. 

Aldermau  Stebbins— The  Committee  on  Sewers. 
1  presume,  are  doing  their  work  well  ami  faithful- 
ly. I  believe  there  are  lines  of  sewerage  in  Wfst 
Roxbury  and  Brighton,  and  I  think  thej  will  be 
ready  wheu  needed.  The  Engineer  thinks  there 
will '  not   be  a  great   aem?.nd  for  the  Cochituate 
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water  either  in  West  Roxbury  or  Brighton  for 
some  two  or  three  weeks;  new  pipes  are  put  l a 
gradually:  people  bavins-  wells  do  not  like  to  put 
new  plumbing  through  theit  houses.  The  Y/ater 
is  needed  there  more  for  fire  purposes  than  any- 
tlun.'  else,  ana  the  introduction  of  water  into 
aweljing  houses  will  be  very  slow,  probably  Dot  to 
a  very  great  extent  for  a  year  or  two;  meantime  I 
think  the  Committee  on  Sewers  will  see  to  it  that 
the  territory  is  prepared  to  leceive  all  the  sewage 
that  the  introduction  of  the  water  will  cause. 
The  order  was  passed  iu  concurrence. 

DIRECTOR  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  Ben- 
jamin Dean  as  a  Director  for  Public  Institution*", 
in  place  of  Sylvauus  A.  Denio,  elected  by  this 
Board. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  matter 
lie  upon  the  table,  thinking  the  members  deshed 
time  to  look  into  it  to  see  what  is  for  the  best  ad- 
vantage of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— It  must  be  apparent  to  this 
Board  that  it  is  hardly  fair  for  the  Aldeiman  to 
make  tnat  motion  now  for  the  second  time.  On 
his  motion.  ?oroe  weeks  ago,  this  matter  was  laid 
on  i  he  table,  and  after  some  time  it  was  again 
taken  up.  Aldermen  are  just  as  well  prepared 
now  to  act  upon  this  matn  r  in  one  way  or  another 
as  thev  will  be  at  any  day.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
as  to  trie  course  they  should  pursue.  There  is  vir- 
tually a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
the  gentleman  who  fills  the  position  will  not  take 
any  part  in  the  doings  of  that  board —I  quote  from 
his  own  language— until  this  matter  is  settled  and 
he  is  fairly  and  honorably  elected  bv  this  govern- 
ment; so  that  tbere  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a 
vacancy  in  that  board.  I  h;.ve  nothing  to  say  io  ad- 
vocacy of  the  claims  of  any  gentleman.  Both  ihe 
candidates  befoie  us  are  gentlemen  of  high  stand- 
ins*.  It  is  not  necessaiy  for  anv  member  of 
this  Board  to  make  a  record  for  Mr.  Denio;  his 
character  is  irreproachable,  and  he  does  not  need 
anv  indorsement;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
his  competitor.  Both  gentlemen  have  served  on 
the  Board,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  the  existing 
state  of  affairs  the  Board  should  proceed  to  elect 
whoever  it  sees  tit.  It  has  been  laid  on  the  table 
once,  and  I  hardly  think  it  fair  to  make  that  mo- 
tion again. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  is  true  that  this 
mattei  was  laid  upon  the  table  f<«  the  Alriermen 
to  look  about,  but  Defore  they  had  made  up  their 
minds  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  moved  to 
take  it  from  the  table,  and  the  Aldermen  adhered 
to  the  ballot  taken  several  times  before.  Now  it 
come*  back  again  wilh  a  disagreement,  and  I 
think  we  should  take  t'me  to  see  if  we  cannot  hit 
upon  some  gentleman  who  will  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  Council. 

Aid  ,rman  Power — I  do  n't  think  that  is  a  fair 
reason.  It  would  seem,  to  use  au  expression  that 
is  very  common,  that  it  is  "auytning  to  beat 
Grant."  Gentlemen  know  what  that  means.  As 
I  said  before,  Mr.  Denio  needs  oo  indorsement  by 
this  Board;  neither  does  Mr.  De;n,  for  he  has 
made  a  record  in  this  community  that  no  gentle- 
man need  be  ashamed  of.  If  this  is  a  simple  ac- 
knowledgment tbat  Mr.  Denio  cannot  be  elected, 
H  is  intended  to  elect  somebody  else  in  preference 
to  Mr.  Dean.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  not  a 
proper  way  to  deal  with  this  matter.  If  it  is  the 
sense  of  this  Board  that  they  should  elect 
Mr.  Dean,  I  think  they  ought  to  have  a 
chance  to  vote  as  tbey  de-ire ;  if  they  have  a  de- 
sire to  elect  Mr.  Denio,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  The 
city  will  b?  well  and  faithfully  served  it  we  get 
either;  in  either  case  the  city  win  be  fortunate. 
No  one  regrets  more  than  I  "do  the  position  in 
whi,ch  Mr.  Denio  stands,  and  I  am  very  sorry  it  is 
so.  In  the  beginning  I  advocated  the  reelectiou 
of  the  old  Board  of  D. rectors,  and  as  a  personal 
friend  of  Mr.  Dean  I  told  him  I  could  not  in  jus- 
tice oppose  any  gentleman  then  upon  the  board; 
that  t*iey  all  had  done  their  duty  faithfully,  and 
consequently  I  could  not  bring  him  in  here  and 
advocate  his  election ;  and  he  said  I  was  taking 
the  proper  ground.  His  ratne  would  not  have 
been  brought  here  except  for  circumstances  be- 
yond his  control.  He  did  his  duty  while  io  the 
board,  and  all  I  ask  is  that  he  may  receive  proper 
treatment.  I  certainly  would  not  be  a  party  to 
any  moans  to  defeat  Mr.  Denio  either.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  bringing  about  the  present 
state  of  affairs;  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  treat 
both  candidates  with  the  deference  due  to  gentle- 
men. 


Alderman  Power  called  for  the  jeas  and  nays, 
and  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  table— yeas  8, 
nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Harris, 
Pope,  Pretcott,  Stebbin--,  Vile9,  Worthington— 8. 

Navs— Aldermeu  Cla.nr,  O'Brien,  Power,  Quincy 
-4. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Resignation.  The  follow'ng  was  received,  read 
and  sent  Jown : 

Cochituate  Water  Board  offi«e,  ) 
May  31, 1875.  | 
To  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen— 1  hereby  re- 
sign my  position  as  a  member  of  the  Cochituate 
Water 'Boaid.  I  find  it  utterly  impossible  forme 
to  devote  the  time  inquired  to  dischaige  the  du- 
ties of  the  office  with  any  satisfaction  to  myself; 
nor  do  1  see  how  any  person  having  business  of  his 
own  can  properly  attend  to  the  duties  dur- 
ing the  construction  of  the  new  works.  It 
is  evident  to  me  that  the  city  re- 
quires some  person  clothed  with  authority 
to  be  in  attendance  at  this  office  during  all  the 
business  hour.-  of  the  day, and  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  too  much  to  ask  of  anyone  giatuitously. 
As  the  board  is  at  present  constitute  t,  I  can  see 
no  wav  to  conduct  the  business  properly  without 
a  daily  session,  with  some  member  to  remain  in 
the  office  the  greater  part  of  the  time.  As  ques- 
tions during  construction  are  daily  arising  that 
require  immediate  attention,  I  am  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  obtain 
gentlemen  who  possess  the  ability  and  who  can 
spare  the  time  to  attend  to  the  duties  that  will  de- 
volve upon  them  without  compensation  during 
the  construction  of  the  Dew  works. 

Thomas  Gogin. 
Commissioners  of  Cedar  If-rove  Cemetery.    An- 
nual report.    Laid  on  table  and  ordered  printed. 

During  the  year  41  lots,  averaging  233  feet,  have 
been  sold;  number  of  interments  in  lots,  73;  num- 
ber m  single  graves,  161;  deposited  in  receiving 
tomb,  28 ;  total  number  of  bodies  received  during 
the  year,  262;  number  of  sic  gle  graves  sold,  155; 
linear  feet  of  avenues  filled  and  graded,  455;  lin- 
ear feet  of  paths  tilled  and  graded,  259.  The  re- 
ceipts were  $14,882.91;  expenditures,  $14,372.40; 
balance  on  hand,  $510.51. 

finance. 
The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  re- 
questing that  a 'portion  of  •'he  appropriation  for 
the  Police  Department  may  be  used  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  detrayine  the  expenses  of  pursuing  and 
arresting  criminals,  would  report  the  accompany- 
ing order,  granting  the  request.  Your  committee 
would  also  report  the  annual  order  authorizing 
the  Treasurer  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of 
the  taxes  payable  this  year: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5000  of  the  aDpropri- 
ation  for  the  Police  Department  for  salaries  be 
set  apart  to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  by  said 
department  in  puisuing  and  arresting  criminals, 
Ordered,  That  the  Treasure!  be  and  he  isheieby 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
million  dollars,  in  anticipation  of  the  taxe»  paya- 
ble this  year,  a>  d  that  all  moneys  obtained  under 
authority  of  this  order  shall  be  made  payable  on 
or  before  the  30th  day  of  Apul,  1876. 
Severally  lead  once* 

street-sweeping  machines. 
Alderman  AVorthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  order  for  the  purchase  of  eight  street- 
sweeping  machines,  have  attended  to  th>s  duty  as- 
signed them,  and  have  recommended  toe  pur- 
chase of  eight  machines  at  a  cost  of  $375  each. 

Upon  consultation  with  other  parties  I  have 
deemed  it  expedient  to  submit  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Comn/ittee  on  health  be  and 
thev  are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  of  Henry 
N.  Stoce  eight  street-sweeping  machines  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $350  foi  each  of  said  machines,  and 
the  expense  thereof  charger)  to  the  appropriation 
for  Healtn. 

Alderman  Worthington  stated  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  have  the  machines  io  use  at  the  earli- 
est moment,  by  the  Seventeenth  of  June  if  possi- 
ble, and  he  believed  thev  could  secure  them  at 
$350  if  the  order  was  passed  at  once. 

The  order  was  lead  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 
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LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Street  sou  the  pait  of  the  Board: 

Ordeis  to  pay  for  land  o  amazes — Rebecca  Lynch, 
widening  Beach  street,  $12,000:  Benjamin  W. 
Thayer,  assignee  of  Arnold  W.Taylor,  for  land 
taken,  etc.,  in  widening  Stoughton  st<eetm  name 
of  said  Taylor,  $276.50,  and  an  order  rescinding  an 
order  of  Nov.  4,  1873,  to  pay  Samuel  Tompson 
$230  for  said  laud  and  carnages;  Ana  Varrel, 
widening  Soawmut  avenue,  $437.25;  John  Miller, 
forwiaeniog  Bowdoin  street,  $16,008.  Ssveially 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  that  Michael  Geraghty  has  been  paid  for 
his  land  taken  in  widening  Lincola  street,  Ward 
19,  and  that  so  mucti  of  his  petition  as  relates  to 
grade  damages  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
.Paving.    Accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

Reports  recommencing  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Israel  Huckins  and  L.  G.  Pai  melee,  to 
be  paid  aoditioiial  compensation  lor  land  tafcen  in 
widening  Shawnvut  avenue.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  andhe  is  hereby  in- 
structed to  quit  claim  and  i  el  ease  to  Elazer  E. 
Bradshaw  his  estate  on  Ham  street,  in  that  part 
of  Boston  formerly  Charlestown,  sold  for  non- 
payment of  betterment  assessment  taz,  when  said 
Bradshaw  shall  bave  paid  the  amount  agreed 
upon  by  the  Commitiee  on  Living  Out  and  Wi- 
dening Streets  by  the  City  Government  of  the  city 
of  Charlestown  of  1873,  which  is  33y3  per  ceot.  of 
the  assessment  of  $666,  or  $222. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Seot  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Severe: 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Tuesday,  Jane  8, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer 
in  Bragdon  street,  in  Shawm ut  avenue  between 
Townsend  and  School  streets,  in  Codtnan  park,  in 
Cobden  street,  in  Westminster  avenue,  in  Walnut 
park,  in  Eglestoo  square,  ia  Weld  avenue  and  in 
Notre  Dame  street.    Passed. 

Ordeis  for  the  construction  of  se wers,  as  fol- 
lows: In  Meridian  street,  between  White  and 
Eagle  streets ;  in  Ashbui  ton  place,  at  westerly  end ; 
in  Savin,  Tupelo  and  Quiocy  streets;  in  Warren 
street,  between  Quincy  and  Ciawtord  streets;  in 
Highland  street,  betweeo  Marcella  street  ana  Fort 
avenue.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $195.31  be  abated  from  Isaac 
Fenno  for  a  sewer  ia  Walnut  avenue,  and  the 
same  amount  be  assessed  apon  Ralph  Haskins's 
heirs;  also,  that  $102.06  be  abated  from  Henry 
Pearson  for  a  sewer  in  Highland  street,  aud  the 
same  amount  be  assessed  upon  John  P.  Barker ; 
also,  that  $124.98  be  abated  Lorn  A.  A.  Ranney  for 
a  sewer  in  Marcella  street  and  $120.87  be  assessed 
to  J.  R.  Richards;  also, that  $24.48  be  abated  from 
T.  L.  Kauffer  for  a  sewer  in  Sterling  street, 
and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon 
Josiah  Gooding;  also,  that  $48.94  be  abated 
from  True  W.  Townsend  for  a  sewer  in  Sterling 
street  and  $24.47  be  assessed  upon  Law- 
rence J.  Riley  and  $24.47  to  Benjamin  Dickerman ; 
also,  that  $88.68  be  abated  from  the  assessment  on 
James  Baker,  for  a  sewer  m  Bird  street;  also  that 
$95.11  be  abated  from  the  assessment  ou  Bridget 
Greene  for  a  sesver  iu  Regent  street;  also  that 
$32.37  be  abated  from  the  assessmeat  on  Cath- 
arine O'Brien  for  a  sewer  in  Regent  :-treet;  also 
that  there  be  abated  $32.62  fiom  Henry  Baldwin, 
$32.63  from  E.  D.  Winslow,  and  $32.63  from 
Hiram  Curtis  for  a  sewer  in  "Westminster 
street,  and  that  the  same  amounts  be  assessed  to 
Barnstable  Savings  Bank ;  also,  that  $66.97  be 
abated  from  A.  T.  Stearns  for  a  sewer  in  Ericsson 
street  m  consideration  of  i he  right  of  way;  also, 
that  $40.13  be  abated  from  J.  C.  Frame  for  a 
sewer  in  Paris  street  and  the  same  amount  be 
assessed  to  Charles  Akholm ;  also,  that  $27.35  be 
abated  from  Ann  S.  Gilbert  for  a  sewer  in  Brook 
avenue,  and  the  same  amount,  be  assessed  to  said 
Ann  S.  Gilbert  for  a  sewer  in  Myrtle  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  C.  W. 
Roeth  to  open  Warren  avenue,  near  the  northerly 
end  of  Warren  Bridge,  and  Charles  River  avenue, 
near  the  northerly  end  of  Charles  River  Bridge,  in 
Charlestown,  and  erect  posts  therein  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  an  oroamtntal  arch  over  said 
avenue  on  the  Seventeenth  of  June  next. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Hariis  submitted  the  following  from 


the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Centennial 
Celebration: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5000  be  added  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  celebration  of  the  Centen- 
nial Anniversaiy  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  like  some  little  in- 
formation as  to  what  that  $5000  is  for.  If  1  re- 
member rightly,  it  was  a  unai-imous  vote  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  committee  that  no  sub-com- 
mittee should  exceed  its  appropriation. 

Alderman  Harris— The  gentleman  is  in  just  the 
same  condition  as  myself,  for  I  was  so  engaged  on 
other  city  matters — which  is  all  I  can  urge  in  ex- 
tenuauon — this  morning  that  l  was  unable  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  of  the  committee.  I  introduce 
the  order  from  the  fact  that  it  was  voted  on  by 
the  committee.  I  understand  that  this  additional 
appropriation  is  caused  by"  $1000  more  being  re- 
quired by  the  Sub-Committee  on  Music,  of  which 
the  Alderma  .  from  Ward  12  is  chairman ;  for  pro- 
viding armories  for  the  military,  $1000;  for  mar- 
shalling the  procession,  $1500;  for  printing  and 
advertising,  $500,  and  for  incidentals  $1000,  mak- 
ing a  rotal  of  $5000.  The  matter,  I  believe,  was 
fullv  discussed  in  committee  this  morning,  and 
this  «  as  determined  upon  as  being  the  amount  re- 
quired. 

Alderman  Power— I  was  also  engaged  today  on 
other  city  business  at  the  time  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  was  called,  but  from  information  ob- 
tained up  to  that  time  I  had  not  heard  that  any 
additional  appropriation  was  wanted  for  masic". 
I  have  teen  absent  during  the  week,  but  the  .-ub- 
corumittee  has  had  only  oce  meeting,  anc  tbey 
voted  10  hire  one  band,  and  I  do  n't  know  of  any- 
thing else.  However.  I  suppose  this  order  will 
have  to  be  passed.  It  only  seems  a  little  sicgular 
to  me  how  easily  an  order  for  $5000  tor  this  purpose 
is  let  slip  through  here,  aud  the  Board  lefuses 
to  provide  an  adequate  sum  for  tne  celebration  of 
the  anniversary  of  our  national  independence. 
They  have  now  come  in  for  $5000  more,  and  as 
we  have  got  onr  foot  into  it,  so  to  speak,  we  bave 
co  control  over  the  amount  of  money  to  be  spent 
on  the  Seventeenth  of  June.  It  has  gone  out  of 
our  hands ;  it  is  managed  by  people  outside  ot  tnis 
Government  aDd  ws  have"  to  vote  the  sums  of 
money  that  they  a^k  for.  I  understand  that  this 
iequest  comes  from  the  people  outside  of  this  Gov- 
ernment who  are  managing  the  procession,  etc. 
We  have  no  control  over  it,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  a  farce  to  call  the  committee 
together  and  take  the  action  that  we  do.  I 
thought  that  every  gentleman  on  that  committee 
was  serious  and  meant  just  what  he  said,  when 
we  passed  the  vote  that  no  ^ub-committee  should 
exce-d  the  apt  ropiiation  apportioned  to  them  at 
that  time.  It  you  pass  this  order,  you  don't  know 
how  much  this  celebration  is  going  to  cost.  It  is 
but  the  beginning  of  a  deviation  that  knows  no 
ending,  ana  I  say  this  Board  ought  to  stop — re- 
fuse this  appropriation  and  keep  the  expendi- 
tures within  tae  original  estimates.  If  we  are 
to  allow  patties  outside  of  this  Government  to 
have  all  toe  money  they  say  they  must  have.no 
member  of  this  Board  can  tell  what  this  affair  is 
going  to  cost.  The  duty  of  this  Board  is  clearly  to 
refuse  to  pass  this  order  for  an  extia  appropria- 
tion, and  keep  everybody  within  the  sums  orig- 
inally given  them,  and  make  them  adhere  to  the 
vote  passed  by  the  committee,  for  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  not  do  so.  There  is  no 
knowing  what  you  will  be  asked  to  furnish.  The 
next  thing  we  will  have  to  furuish  will  be 
a  new  hat  aud  black  coat  to  every  mem 
ber  ot  the  Governmentor  to  every  aemberof  some 
society.  That  is  what  this  money  is  to  go  tor.  A 
cet  ta>h  gentleman  tak^s  it  into  his  head  he  must 
have  a  certain  kind  of  sash  or  baton.  Gentlemen, 
remember  what  I  sav:  If  this  is  passed,  you  don't 
know  what  this  celebration  is  going  to  cost  you. 
This  Government  ought  to  have  backbone  "and 
firmness  and  judgment  enough  to  adhere  strictly 
to  the  sum  originally  said  to  be  sufficient  by  the 
roost  extravagant;  we  ought  to  put  our  foot  down 
and  keep  the  sub-committees  within  the  appro- 
priations given  them.  It  was  well  known  wlien 
we  started  how  much  money  we  hid  to  spend  :  we 
ought  to  make  them  stick  to  it  and  not  allow  them 
to  exceed  their  estimate. 

Alderman  Burrage — If  the  committee  a,-k  for 
the  amount  to  be  cut  down,  I  don't  see  any  other 
alternative  for  members  of  Che  Board  not  on  the 
committee  than  to  vote  against  this  appropriation, 
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Alderman  O'Brien— I  shall  certainly  vote  for 
this  appropriation,  because  I  believe  you  cannot 
pat  a  limit  upon  the  expenditures  of  tne  commit- 
tee. It  is  absuid  to  talk  about  it.  The  best  vol- 
unteer troops  in  the  country  are  coming  here  by 
regiments  on  the  seventeenth  of  June;  can  ws  af- 
ford to  treat  those  men  shabbily?  The  inayois  of 
the  principal  cities  are  coming  here  ;  can 
we  afford  to  treat  them  shabbily?  Has  not 
Boston  a  reputation  for  hospitality  to  sustain? 
With  such  a  committee  as  his  honor  the  Mayor, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alaermeu,  the 
President  of  the  Common  Council,  the  Aldermen 
from  the  Banker  Hill  District  and  from  Wards  8 
aDd  12,  I  am  rot  atraid  that  they  will  spend 
money  extravagantly.  I  am  willing  to  trust  every- 
thing to  that  comminee,  and  I  hope  they  will  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  hospitali- 
ty, when  these  strangers  come  among  us,  and  I 
hope  they  will  spend  the  city's  ix>oney  Freely,  not- 
withstanding the  hard  times  we  hear  of  so  fre- 
quently. 

Alderman  Quincy — We  have  put  our  hand  to  the 
plough  in  this  matter,  aDd  the  question  is  whether 
we  shall  do  it  handsomely,  as  is  expected  of  us 
through  the  country,  or  not.  We  fine  on  exami- 
nation tln;t  $5000  more  will  be  necessa>y  to  do  it 
as  handsomely  as  is  proposed,  and  in  a  way  worthy 
of  Boston.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  suo-commit- 
tee  has  exceeded  its  limits.  The  committee  was 
callea  this  morning  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
consider  several  matters,  one  ot  which  was  music. 
It  came  to  his  knowledge  thit  certain  regi- 
ments had  asked  to  be  relieved  of  some 
expanse  of  music  ;  for  instance,  it  was 
round  that  more  music  will  be  required  in 
escorting  the  regiments  away  from  Boston  and  in 
taking  a  military  farewell,  while  many  of  our  mili- 
taiy  organizations  intend  to  bear  a  portion  of  the 
expense  out  ot  their  own  pockets,  they  cannot  af- 
ford to  pay  it  all ;  so  much  for  music.  In  regard 
to  armories  for  the  visiting  military,  it  has  be?n 
found  that  we  need  a  gr°.at  many  more.  If  we 
can  provide  quaners  for  them  all,  it  should  be 
done;  if  not,  thee  money  will  no'  be  used;  al- 
most all  the  balls  are  in  ut-e  now.  The  Chief 
Marshal  applied  for  $1500  more  to  marshal  the 
procession,  which  will  be  such  an  one 
as .  war.  never  before  seen  in  this  coun- 
try. Th«  gentlemen  whom  the  Chief  Mar- 
shal has  asked  to  assist  him  are  willing  to 
give  their  time  ana  labor,  but  they  cannot  put 
their  hands  iuto  their  own  pockets.  I  don't 
know  who  is  responsible  for  the  matter  of  print- 
ing and  advertising  being  $500  more  th?,n  before. 
It  was  thougct  best  to  add  $1000  for  incidentals, 
so  that  we  would  not  have  to  come  again.  This 
request  does  aot  come  because  any  sub-commit- 
tee has  transgressed  the  lule adopted;  but  it  ap- 
peared to  nis  Honor  th-.  Mayor  and  the  committee 
that  this  thing  should  be  done  in  accoidance  with 
the  vote  passed. 

Alderman  Burrage— I*  this  to  be  the  final  call  ? 

Alderman  Quincy — Such  is  the  intention  of  the 
committee. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  11,  nays  1— Alder- 
man Power  voting  nay. 

Sent  down. 

Alderma"  Burrage  offered  the  following: 

Ord"ied,  That  his  Honor  the  Ma»or  be  request- 
ed to  op  point,  subject  to  approv  1  and  confirma- 
tion by  this  Board,  suitable  persons, not  exceeding 
300  in  number,  to  serve  as  police  officers  on  the 
Seventeenih  of  June,  1875;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  lot  June  17. 

Read  twice  ano  passed.    Sent  down. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Power  submitted  re- 
ports from  the  Cominittse  on  Paving  with  the  fol- 
lowing ordars; 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  to  close 
Kneelaud  street,  between  Alb-my  and  Lincoln 
strcts,  against  the  passage  of  vehicles  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  June. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed 
to  c'ose  agairst  the  passage  of  vehicles  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  June  next,  the  street  leading 
from  Front  street,  Chailestown,  to  Bridge  street, 
East  Cambridge. 

Read  tv.ice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  repoits  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 


Wagon  License  Granted—  Cummings  Express, 
15  Devonshire  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted — Carccross  & 
Dvxey's  Minstrels,  to  give  concert  at  Beethoven 
Hall. 

Billiard  Liceoses  Granted— C.  L.  Allen,  13  Prov- 
ince street;  William  A.  Moseley,  Neponset  House. 
Ward  16;  henry  Jagei,  700  Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdtaw  on  petitions  of 
Ebenezer  W.  Stone  et  al.,  for  the  sprinkling  ol 
Vernon  street,  Roxbury;  Thomas  Lamb  et  al., 
that  State  street  be  paved  with  wood ;  Rebecca 
W.  Hough,  remonstrance  against  proposed  euclo 
sure  ot  a  portion  of  Berwick  park.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  permit  to 
John  Cavaaagh  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Commercial  stieet,  Ward  lfi 
through  Commercial  street  to  Clayton  street.  A.C 
ceoted. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $37.68  assessed  to  N 
J.  Bradlee  for  sidewalk  on  Pembroke  street  be 
abated  and  th%  same  assessed  on  proprietors  ol 
Bf.  Mark's  Church. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
dnected  to  repave  Lewis  street,  East  Boston,  with 
-mall  granite  blocks.     Estimated  cost  $27,000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  tor  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  lay 
biick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  Maverick  Con- 
gregational Society  on  Liverpool  street,  East  Bos- 
ton.   Read  twice  and  passed. 

HOUSES  OF  DETENTION. 

Aldeiman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Thar  a  special  coaornittee  be  appoiuted 
to  inspect  the  prisons  and  bouses  of  detention 
within  the  county  of  Suffolk  and  make  the  exam- 
inations and  reports  required  by  the  statutes  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Read  twice  and  nassed,  and  Aldermen  Burrage, 
O'Brien  and  Pope  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  against  the  estate 
of  Amasa  Baiiey  on  Fifth  street,  SoutK  Boston, 
said  Bailey  being  unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  against  the  estate 
of  the  heiis  of  Maria  Fernald  on  G  street,  South 
Boston,  said  heirs  being  unable  to  pay  the  same. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STABLES  AND    CELLARS. 

Alderman  Wortnioeton  submitted  reporrs  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  oo  the  part  ot  the 
Board,  recom  me  j  fling  the  granting,  on  the  u«ual 
conditions,  of  the  follow  ing  petitions  for  If  ave  to 
occupy  stables  at  the  points  named:  Joseph  L. 
Wells,  Orleans  street,  rear  No.  38;  George  R.  Fow- 
ler, Elliot  street,  Wfl id  17;  B.  F.  Colcord,  No.  12 
Wela  street,Waid  17;  R.T.  Pains,  Jr.,Culvert  street, 
near  railroad;  Michael  Cumuings,  corner  Tremont 
street  -nd  Pond  avenue,  Ward  15,  provided  said 
stable  shall  be  erected  on  rear  of  the  lot ;  P.  W. 
Steger,  23  Pearl  street,  Cbarlestown,  provided  a 
brick  wall  shall  be  constructed  between  the  stable 
and  tne  house  in  the  rear;  C.  M.  Beckler,  590 
Seventu  stieet,  prorideu  a  two-stoiy  brick  stable 
shall  be  erected  on  rear  ot  lot;  John  T.  Johnston, 
coiner  of  Washington  street  and  Greenwood 
avenue,  ward  17,  provided  said  stable  shall  be 
placed  forty-five  feet  from  Greenwood  avenue: 
James  Parker,  corner  Hairison  avenue  and 
Gloucester  place:  Henrv  Farnum,  to  increase 
number  of  stalls  m  stable  44  Joy  street,  from 
eighteen  to  twenty--ix. 

Also  report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of 
Long  Wharf  Cornoration  et  al.,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct cellars  below  grade  at  35-44  State  street, 
and  report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Francis  W.  Mitchell,  for  leave  to  construct  cellar 
below  grade  at  corner  Shawmut  avenue  and  North- 
ampton street. 

Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  was  declared  adjourned  to  Tuesday, 
June  8,  at  tour  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    3,    1875. 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M.» 
Halsey  J.  Boii'dman,  President!  id  the  chair. 

PAPERS    FROM     THE     BOARD     OF    ALDERMSN     FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  W.  H.  Ryau  and  W.  B.  Chapiln 
severally  referred. 

Order  authorizing  tbe  Mayor  to  rel.  a~e  to  Elea- 
zer  E.  Bradsbaw  his  estate  on  Mam  street,  sold 
for  non-payment  of  betterment  assessment  taxes, 
on  payment  beiug  made  of  the  amount  agreed 
upon  by  the  Committee  on  Streets,  as  therein  set 
forth.    Parsed. 

Order  requesting  tbe  Mayor  co  appoint,  subject 
to  confirmation,  suitable  persons,  not  exceeding 
300,  to  serve  an  police  officers  on  the  17th  inst.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  r>  ading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Health  to  purchase  eight  street-sweeping  ma- 
chines, at  a  cost  not   xceeding  $350  each. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
Mr.  Perkins  ot  Ward  16  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  iule  (hat  it  might  be  put  on  its  pa-sage,  that 
the  machines  may  be  procured  and  put  to  work  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  tbe  Superintendent  of  Health 
contemplates  having  the  streets  cleanei  on  the 
Severteenth  of  June  tb-in  tbey  have  ever  been 
before. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  opposed  the  suspension  of 
tbe  iule;  he  had  opposed  tbe  pin  chase  of  the  ma- 
chine-, in  the  first  place,  because  of  their  b'gh 
cost  and  because  the^  would  throw  many  laboring 
men  out  of  employment.  In  behalf  of  absent, 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  and  in  his 
own  behalf,  he  desired  the  order  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  ferkins  thought  the  matter  was  thor- 
oughly understood;  o;ily  one  member  of  the  com- 
mittee was  absent  and  he  had  voted  for  purchas- 
ing the  tuachiues  at  $375;  and  tbev  are  to  ba  ob- 
tained at  a  les«  sum  than  the  report  indicated,  of 
which  he  was  verygiad.  If  the  machines  are  to 
be  had,  the.v  should  be  procuied  now.  No  labor- 
ers are  to  be  turned  out  of  employment ;  tbestreets 
are  to  be  swept  aid  keot  in  better  condition  than 
now,  and  the  Superintendent  intends  that  strang- 
ers visiting  Boston  on  the  Cenceunial  shall  see  the 
cleanest  city  in  America. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  inquired  if  the  machines 
are  now  in  use  iu  this  city. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  said  such  machines  are  in 
u=e  in  Boston,  but  none  of  the  e-ght  referred  to; 
there  are  four  aoout  reafly  for  use,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  waiting  for  the  action  of  the  Cour  cil  to 
pui chase  them.  Heads  of  other  departments 
hope  they  will  be  procured.  Considerable  time 
had  been  spev.t  in  investigating  the  question  of 
the  infringement  of  the  patents,  and  the  matter 
had  t  eeru  well  matured. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  said  he  had  informa- 
tion fiom  a  member  of  the  committee  that  each 
machine  would  do  away  with  seven  laborers,  and 
the  eight  would  throw  fifty-six  men  out  of  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wilbur  did  not  think  that  any  argument 
against  the  machine.  He  had  seen  such  machines 
on  the  streets,  and  he  wanted  to  know  if  the  ones 
proposed  to  be  purchased  are  uf  the  same  make. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  a  year  ago  one  was  pur- 
chased for  $500,  which  worked  satisfactorily. 
Thie  is  also  an  English  machiue  in  use,  for  which 
the  same  price  was  paid. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  asked  if  the  commit- 
tee had  any  knowledge  as  to  the  working  of  the  ma- 
chine in  other  cities.  A  few  weeks  since  he  saw  in 
aWashington  paper  that  machines  similar  to  these 
had  not  worked  well,  and  it  was  proposed  to  dis- 
pense with  them  altogether,  because  they  cannot 
thoroughly  sweep  stont  or  paved  roads  or  wooden 
pavemtnts. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  committee  witnessed  an 
expeiiment  with  the  ma  chine  on  one  of  the  worst 
cobble-stone  pavemrnts  m  the  city,  where  it 
worked  satisfactorily;  it  was  then  taken  to  Beacon 
street  and  worked  vastly  moie  *atisfact  >rily,  be- 
cause tbe  road  is  more  even.  That  rame  machine 
has  been  in  use  a  year  and  has  giveo  entire  satis- 
faction. Machines  similar  to  this  have  been  in 
use  in  New  York  a  long  time,  and  have  given  sat- 
isfaction, and  would  have  done  better  if  a  certain 
brush  had  been  allowed  to  be  used,  wbich  was 
prevented  by  a  rattan  ring  tteie,  but  whi^h  it  is 
proposed  to  use  h=re. 


Mr.  Clarke  ot  Wa'd  15  noticed  an  Engli  h  ma- 
chine at  work,  last  Saturday,  on  Commercial 
street,  by  the  Quiocy  Market,  where  the  cobble- 
stone pavement  is  very  uneven.  It  swept  the 
street  thoroughly  and  rapidly.  The  men  who 
weie  hoeing  in  the  gutters,  in  reply  to  questions, 
told  him  they  liked  the  machine,  and  it  worked 
well,  and  that  tbe  American  machine  did  better 
thin  the  Eigluh  one.  He  followed  it  some  dis- 
tance and  found  that  it  woiked  admirably. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  ma- 
chines, for  be  had  seen  them  work.  But  the  c«m- 
mittee  differ.  The  first  proposition  was  $500,  then 
it  was  $400,  and  now  it  is  $350.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  tbe  committee  there  was  considerable  de- 
bate upon  it.  Four  machines  had  been  contract- 
ed for'  by  the  honorable  committee,  and  that 
should  be  supported.  "Little  bv  little  the  bird 
builds  her  neat,"  and  little  by  little  does  the  fall 
and  winter  destroy  it;  and  little  by  little  tbey 
come  from  $500  down  to  $350  by  a  little  square 
talk.  The  machines  are  woitb  no  more  now 
than  a  month  ago,  and  they  can  be  had  now 
for  $350.  1'nev  should  be  procured  at  the  lowest 
price.  He  did  not  facti  ms\v  oppos  the  suspen- 
sion of  tbe  rule;  but  the  machines  have  been  in 
use  forsevi-r  1  days  at  least,  and  as  no  time  would 
be  gained  he  hoped  the  rule  would  not  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr .  O-borne  of  Waid8  inquired  how  long  the 
brushes  in  these  machines  would  last. 

Mr.  Siblev  did  not  know  that ;  he  knew  the  Su- 
perintpndert  was  satisfied  with  them,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee  last  year  said  be 
would  buy  twenty  of  them  if  they  could  be  had  at 
a  fair  price.  He  believed  a  necessity  existed  for 
the  machines,  and  hoped  the  rule  would  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  thought  this  matter  of 
brushes  should  be  looked  into,  and  cited  the  case 
of  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  who  pur- 
chased a  washing  machine,  but  found  that  one 
particular  part  woen  worn  out  could  not  be  re- 
placed without  paying  a  royalty  on  a  patent;  and 
there  was  a  claim  against  the  city  for  infringe- 
ment. 

Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8  said  that  iu  New  York 
be  had  been  told  a  brush  woul-J  last  a  month  or 
six  weeks,  and  cost  about  $40  to  bs  replaced, 
which  would  be  very  expensive  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  matter  was  entirely  un- 
derstood, though  he  could  not  give  the  exact  fig- 
ures. 

Mr.  Osborne  said  he  would  like  to  know  about 
what  would  be  the  cost  of  the  brush. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  passed. 

Amendment  to  insert  "consider  the  expediency 
of  reporting,"  instead  of  "report,"  in  the  order 
for  an  ordinance  that  all  boards  and  committees 
employ  the  City  Architect  when  the  services  of  an 
architect  become  necessary  in  their  several  de- 
partments.   Concurred. 

The  order  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of 
July  next  came  down  with  the  non-ooncurrence 
of  the  other  branch  in  those  amendments  which 
provide  for  an  increase  of  the  committee,  and  an 
expense  of  $15,000.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrigan  of 
Ward  1,  the  Council  voted  to  adhere— 34  for,  24 
against.  [For  subsequent  action,  see  close  of  re- 
port.] 

Letter  of  resignation  from  Thomas  Gogin  as  a 
member  of  the  Cocbituate  Water  Board.  Placed 
on  file. 

The  president  rear)  another  letter  from  Mr.  Go- 
gin,  stating  that  he  wished  his  resignation  to  take 
effect  on  the  election  of  his  successor.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  add  $5000  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Samppon  of 
Ward  10,  and  passed — yeas  62,  nays  2  -Messrs. 
Kim  call  of  Ward  6  and  Page  of  Ward  9  voting 
nay. 

THANKS  TO  THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Thomas  G. 
Stephenson  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  tendering  their  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  City  Government  for  their 
presence  at,  and  participation  in,  the  ceremonies 
of  Decoration  Day.    Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$2000  in  grading  and  otherwise im-jroving  Orchard 
park.    Passed.    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Order  to  renair  and  maintain  bath  houses  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city,  at  a  cost  of  $14,000 ;  and 
to  employ  assistance  for  care  of  same  at  $16,000. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 
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Order  to  fix  salaries, ninely— Treasurer,  j 
Auditor,  $6000;  Collector  of  Taxes,  $5000.    Sever- 
ally passea  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  continue  in  force  the  order  passed  May 
19,1874,  for  the  appointment  of  a  City  Architect 
and  Draughtsman  at  $6000  per  annum,  instead  of 
sum  named  therein.    Passed  iu  concurrence. 

Order  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  vacant  building 
on  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill  streets,  Charles- 
town,  for  primarv-sehoot  purposes.  Passed  m 
concurrei  ce. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  an  offal  shed  oo  city 
lot,   Highland   street,  at   a   cost   not   exceedhg 


M' .  Shaw  of  Ward  5  stated  that  he  had  obtained 
further  information,  had  examined  the  plans  and 
become  better  posted,  as  no  doubt  some  of  the 
committee  had.  Certain  walls  atd  drains  might 
be  required  which  would  add  considerably  to  the 
expen  e,  which  might  reach  $6000.  He  hoped  the 
order  would  pass. 

The  order  u as  passed.    Sent  up. 

The  motion  cf  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  to  re- 
consider the  vote  whereby  was  accented  the  re- 
port of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Cyrus 
Bruce  and  others  for  bath  house  on  Cr-igie's 
Bridge,  was  taken  up,  aad  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 
ssid  the  committee  were  unanimous  that  the 
place  was  unfit  tor  a  bath  house  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Auderso  said  the  petitioners  had  not  been 
heard  at  all  hy  the  committee,  the  Chairman  hav- 
ing fo .-gotten  all  about  it.  The  place  proposed  is 
■where  the  old  draw  was,  and  no  finer  locality  than 
that  could  be  found. 

The  reconsidsiation  prevailed,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ande'sou  the  report  was  recommitted  to  the 
Joint  Commit+ee  on  Bathing.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

ByMt.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Gilbert 
Williams,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  builaing  on 
Medford  street.  "Ward  21.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survev  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15 — Petition  of  Car- 
oline W.  Mudge,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  bv  a  sied  on  Boston  Common.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  oa  Claims. 

Petition  of  E.  A  Cushing,  administratrix, 
for  extension  of  rime  on  which  to  build  on  land 
purchased  of  the  city  on  Albany  street.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Severally  sent  up. 

VEGETABLE    MARKET. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

In  Common  Council,  June  3, 1875. 

The  special  committee  of  the  Common  Council, 
to  whom  was  referred  trie  order  authorizing  the 
establishment  of  »  market  for  tire  sale  of  provi- 
sions and  perishable  pi  oduce  on  the  lands  of  the 
Mercantile  Wharr  Corporation,  having  carefully 
considered  the  subje  »,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  reDort:  The  order  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee originated  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
was  based  uoon  a  report  made  oy  the  «cuidii_g 
committee  of  that  branch  on  markets.  Numerous 
petitions  were  persented  during  the  latter  part  of 
last  year  and  the  first  of  the  present  vear,  signed 
by  marketmen,  provisior  dealers  and  market  gar- 
deners, some  asking  th=  city  to  buy  or  bire  the 
lands  now  occupied  at  the  bead  of  India  wharf, 
and  ctheis  urging  the  establishment  ot  the  pro- 
duce matket  on  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Company's 
lanos,  situateo  betweeu  A;  lantic  avenue  and  Mer- 
cantile street.  Upon  those  oetitions  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Aldeimen  repotted  in  substai.ce  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  1873  the  streets  around  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
became  so  much  obstructed  bv  the  great  num- 
ber of  vegetable  wagons  which  were  driven  in 
from  the  couutry  every  afternoon,  that  an  ur- 
gent demand  was  made,  coth  by  the  own- 
ers of  the  wagons  and  those  who  occupied 
permanent  places  of  business  m  the  vicinity,  tnat 
tho  city  should  furnish  adoitioj.il  facilities  for 
the  tiansactioo  or  this  branch  of  .he  market  busi- 
ness. The  Committee  on  Markets  and  Licenses 
of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  examined  the  subject 
very  thoroughly,  and  united  in  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  to  hire  a  portion  of  the  Mer- 
cantile-si barf  property,  covering  about  50,000 
square  feet,  for  a  term  of  oue  year,  at  an  expense 
of  $2500.  Before  the  order  was  passed  a  proposi- 
tion was  received  from  the  proprietors  of  India 
wharf  to  give  the  city  the  fiee  use  of  about  90,000 
square  feet  of  vacant  land  located  between  India 
and  Centr  1  wharves,  known  as  the  "dump,"  tor  a 


term  of  two  years  from  May  1, 1873.  This  proposi- 
tion was  accepteo,  and  the  grounds  were  immedi- 
ately put  in  order  for  toe  accommodation  of  the 
vegetaole  market.  The  expense  incurred  in  so 
doing,  amounting  to  about  $5300,  was  to  be  reim- 
bursed to  the  city  by  making  a  small  charge  for 
toe  use  of  stands.  During  the  two  vears  covered 
by  the  lease  the  city  has  received  from  rent  of 
stands  sufficient  to  pay  all  expenses  and  produce 
a  net  profit  of  $7100. 

As  the  lease  of  the  India-wharf  property  expires 
on  the  first  of  May,  this  Board  is  now  called  upon 
to  determine  whether  it  shall  ;-s  renewed  upon 
the  terms  offered  by  the  proprietors,  or  whether 
another  locality  shall  be  selected  upon  terms  more 
,  favorable  to  the  city.  Numerous  petitions  have 
been  presented,  both  for  in d  against  the  present 
location;  and  your  committee  have  given  tne  sub- 
ject a  long  and  patient  investigation,  with  a  view 
to  the  determination  ot  toe  question  in  the  niao- 
ner  best  calculated  to  promote  the  pres-nt  and 
future  interests  <>f  our  citizeos.  The  tropiietors 
of  the  India-wharf  property  made  a  verbal  offer 
to  lease  to  the  crty  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
about  100,000  feet  of  their  lana.in  consideration  of 
their  being  relieved  of  the  taxes,  aaioantiug  to 
about  $6000  per  annum.  This  offer  ba»  since  been 
formally  withdrawn,  and  tne  committee  are  not 
informed  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  lease  of 
these  grounds  would  be  renewed. 

The  Mercantile  Wharf  Coiporation  have  agreed 
to  give  the  city  th  ■  free  u*e  of  the  lands  bounded 
by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mercantile  street,  Clinton 
street  extended,  and  Richmond  street  extended, 
containing  about  80.0JO  squaie  feet,  for  a  term  of 
three  years  fiom  May  1, 1875,  paying  ?U  the  taxes 
assessed  thai  eon  during  that  period;  also  to  give 
a  bond  t r  convey  the  lands  to  the  city  within  one 
year  from  the  first  of  May  for  the  sum  of  $4.75  per 
square  toot,  and  a  proportional  part  of  the  taxes 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  o j  id. 

This  agreement  has  led  to  the  settlement  of  the 
long-standiug  controversy  betwten  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  city,  growing  out  of  the  construction 
of  Atlantic  avenue.  The  corporation  is  to  pay  the 
city  $75,000  for  filling,  sewerage  ami  betterments, 
give  all  of  their  lands  included  within  the  Uns.s  of 
Clinton  street  extended  in  a  straight  line  to  At- 
lantic avenue,  and  Richmond  street  extenoed 
from  Mercantile  street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  in  a 
line  substantially  parallel  with  Clinton  street.  By 
this  agreement. "the  corporation  conveys  to  the 
city  free  of  expense,  30.137  feet  of  l.;nd,  whir  h  is 
taxed  at  about  $2.75  per  foot. 

In  connection  with  these  arrangements  with  the 
wharf  corporation,  a  settlement  has  been  effected 
of  the  questions  at  issue  between  Hon.  Josiah 
Quincy  and  the  city.  Mr.  Quinsy  Has  agreed  to 
pay  all  claims  against  him  on  account-  of  the  con- 
struction of  Atlaatic  avenue,  amounting  to  $119.- 
258.16,  give  all  the  land  required  of  him  for  the 
extensiou  of  Clinton  street,  and  pay  the  city  iu 
addition  thereto  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

If  the  use  of  the  Mercantile-wharf  property  had 
been  offered  to  the  city  in  1873  upon  tire  same 
terms  that  the  India- wharf  prop  lty  was  offered. 
it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  preferred,  as  it  is 
in  m;.ny  respects  better  adapted  for  market  pur- 
poses. It  is  consiceiably  nearer  Faneuu  rial] 
Market  pud  the  centre  of  the  wholesale  tiade  iu 
piovisio  >s.  It  was  stated  by  those  who  are  famil- 
iar with  the  business  that  nineteen-: wentieths  of 
the  wholesale  dealers  re  located  ..ortu  f  State 
stieet.  The  conceutiatiou  of  the  different  brauches 
or  this  wholesale  busiuess  is  clearly  advantageous 
both  to  the  buyer  anc.  th- seller.  It  sh arpeus 
competition  and  teuus  to  prevent  forestalling.  As 
m  ch  the  larger  portion  of  t'ae  domestic  pro  lice 
is  brought  into  the  northerly  end  of  the  city  by 
cars  or  wagons,  the  lauds  at  Mercantile  wharr  are 
more  convenient  of  access  than  those  af  India 
wharf. 

The  city  is  under  no  obligation  to  maintain  the 
establishment  at  Iudia  wharf  beyoud  the  period 
of  the  lease.  The  location  ^as  understood  to  be  a 
te.nporary  one,  and  all  the  improvements  made 
by  tne  city  and  by  those  whe  tee  u  ied  the  grounds 
ai  of  temporary  character.  A  more  convenient 
location  having  been  offered,  oo  terms  more  ra- 
voracle  to  the  city,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  accepted. 

A«  this  branch  of  the  Government  bad  no  part 
in  the  investigation  covered  by  the  toivgoiug  re- 
port, atti  as  there  appeared  to  be  a  great  diversity 
of  opinions  upon  the  expediency  of  the  course 
recommended  bv  the  Aldermen,  your  ciiumittee 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  make  an  independent  ex- 
amination of  the  whole  question,  and  they  accord- 
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ingly  notified  all  parties  interested  to  appear  and 
be  n'eard.  The  case  was  very  fully  and  ably  pre- 
sented bj  counsel  on  both  Bides;  that  is,  for  those 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf  site, 
and  those  who  were  for  various  reasons  opposed 
to  it. 

It  appears  that  the  proprietors  ot  India  Wharf 
have  leased  their  land  directly  to  tli?  market  gar- 
deners; and  tiev  stated,  through  their  agent,  tnat 
thev  did  not  wish  to  sf  11  or  bond  it  to  the  city. 
The  simple  question,  therefore,  as  oow  presented, 
is  whether  the  city  will  furnish  additional  market 
facilities  for  the  produce  dealers,  or  whether  it  will 
hereafter  leave  them  to  their  own  resources  and 
leiieve  them  of  any  further  control  and  super- 
vision. The  city  has  b  n  offered  the  free  use  of 
80,000  feet  of  land  for  three  years,  th»  owaers 
paying  all  taxes  thsreon  during  that  period.  The 
principal  objection  urged  against  its  accepts  :ce 
is  that  the  city  will  be  committe  to  the  purchase 
of  the  lam.  upon  the  tr-r  8  stated  in  the  bond, 
namely,  $4.75  per  toot.  But  this  objection  is  nor 
web  founded.  The  wharf  corporation  would  be 
very  glad  to  lease  the  property  to  the  city  with- 
out binding  its. 'if  to  convey  it  hereafter  for  a 
stated  ariee.  The  bond  was  exacted  fiom  the 
corporation  by  the  committee  of  the  Aldeimen  in 
ord'r  to  protect  ihe  city  in  ease  it  should  be 
thought  advi  able  hereafter  to  purchase  it.  The 
time  named  in  the  bond— one  year  is  as  long  as 
could  ic  sonablv  be  aske;.  In  regard  to  die  price 
—$4,76  per  foot — the  ootn mittee  have  endeav  uvrl 
to  ascertain  whether,  under  the  circum-fances,  it 
could  lie  considered  a  tan  one.  It  anpeais  that 
the  wharf  corporation  first  asked  $5.50  per  foot ; 
tic  committee  first  offered  S4.25,  and  a  cnipro- 
miso  was  finally  effected  on  tue  basis  of  $4.75. 
Out  of  the  otficeis  of  the  company  stated  at  the 
hist  hearing  that  .hey  asked  $8.00  per  foot  for 
land  on  tli  other  side  of  Clinton  stieet;  that  the 
lowest  price  ever  tdked  of  in  the  com- 
pany for  this  land  was  $5.00  per  foot,  and 
that  ho  presumi  d  it  would  have  se'd  for 
$6.00  before  the  panic.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  referring  to  the  negotiations  in 
relation  to  betterments,  testified  tli  t  he  had  been 
trying  for  three  years  past  to  make  the  Mercantile 
Wharf  Company  bciieve  that  their  land  was  worth 
$5.00  per  foot,  and  that  he  thought  it  would  bring 
very  ne;,r  $4.75  per  foot  at  auction  today,  ©ne  of 
the  Stieet  Commissioners  stated  that  in  1872,  when 
it  was  proposed  to  widen  Atlantic  avenue  100  feet, 
the  value  of  the  land  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Company  was  estimated  at  $4.00  per  foo*.  It  is 
furthermore  to  be  bo'ue  in  mind  that  the  price 
askeu  is  naturally  affected  b>  trie  fact  that  the 
city  has  a  year  io  cecide  in.  If  at  the  eDd  of  that 
time  the  city  d  aides  to  purchas  ,  the  price  will 
havetobeuaid  //<««.,  whereas  the  use  and  benefitof 
the  property  begins  novj,  so  that  the  price  paid  is 
not  really  $4.75,  but  a  price  whijh  at  interest  and 
with  taxes  added  would  amount  to  that  sum,  and 
tl. is  is  something  less  than  $4.44  per  toot.  It  is 
also  to  be  considered  that  a  purchase  of  land  is 
different  from  a  purchase  of  meichaadise,  which 
if  we  caanot  obtain  at  one  place  upon  satistactory 
terms  we  may  at  another.  There  is  only  so  much 
laud  in  the  city,  anj  only  two  or  three  lot=  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a 
market.  These  lots  are  all  owned,  not  by  pri- 
vate individuals  who  may  he  compelled  to 
put  the  land  into  the  market,  but  by  wealthy  cor- 
porations, who  can  afford  to  hold|it  until  they  can 
get  their  price.  If  the  city  desires  to  purchase  a 
large  tract  of  Ian  i  fo.-  a  particular  purpose,  in 
the  thickly  populated  part  of  the  city,  it  must  pay 
the  seller's  puce.  The  only  other  tracts  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  committee  were  the  India 
wfarf  land  and  Washington  squaie.  It  was  test— 
fieri  that  land  in  the  latter  locality  had  sold  for 
from  $7  to  $9  per  foot,  and  the  land  of  the  former 
corporation  is  not  for  sale  at  any  price,  but  is  held 
for  a  rise  in  value.  So  that  the  only  tract  proper 
for  the  purpose  now  to  be  had,  except  at  a  much 
higher  price  than  that  foi  which  this  is  offered,  is 
that  at  Mercantile  wharf.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  seems  to  the  committee  that  the  offer  of 
the  Mercantile  Wharf  Company  is  a  fair  and  lib- 
eral one. 

The  advantages  of  this  lot  are  also  superior  to 
any  other  in  point  ot  location,  it  being  nearer  to  the 
present  market.  If  additional  market  facilities 
are  to  be  niovidetf  ihey  should  be  near  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  both  for  the  sake  of  enhancing,  or 
at  least  maintaining,  the  value  of  the  city's  prop- 
erty there,  and  because  it  is  believed  that' the  con- 
centration of  the  produce  business  is  advanta- 
geous  both  to  the  producer   and   the   consumers ; 


that  by  the  competition  v. Inch  it  causes  such  con- 
centration tends  to  lower  the  price  and  to  improve 
the  quality  of  tin  artjples  soln. 

It  mry  te  oojected  that  a  vegetable  market  is 
ahe^dyiu  operation  at  India  wba'f ;  that  there  is 
no  necessity  for  another,  and  that  the  farmers  are 
satisfied  with  that  location  and  ought  not  to  be 
removed.  Of  course,  no  one  proposes  to  remove 
them  against  their  will.  Even  if  the  mark,  t  there 
is  to  be  continued  lor  any  sousiderable  time,  it  is 
believed  that  it  would  be  tor  ihe  interest  of  the 
city  to  establish  another  at  Mercantile  wharf.  It 
was  testified  by  oue  ot  the  farmers  that  since  the 
establishment  of  the  market  at  India  wharf  he 
had  raised  and  eiit  to  the  oily  a  larger  amount  of 
produ^e.becauseof  thesu  :  error  facilities  for  selling 
afforded  there  as  compared  with  the  former  limited 
accomniod  tion.-  i£  Souih  Market  Street,  ana  that 
others  had  -one  the  same.  For  the  same  reason  it 
is  believed  that,  the  establishment  of  another  mar- 
ket, (.hereby  affording  s i ill  greater  accommoda- 
tions to  the  farm  is,  would  have  *he  same  tend- 
ency to  tncicasj  pro. diction,  and  that  tin-1,  i  r 
accordance  with  the  law  of  supplv  and  d.-mand, 
would  contribute  to  make  provisions  cheaper. 
But  it  is  not  to  he  supposed  that  the  market 
at  India  wharf  will  be  permanent,  for  toe 
company  will  not  always  be  satisfied  with  the 
trifling  in  ome  which  the  rental  ot  stands 
yi'  Ids  them.  If,  therefore,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  lea-es  which  have  been  given, 
or  at  any  time  thereat ter,  it  can  sell  or  use  its 
land  >o  a:  to  bring  a  larger  income,  trie  faimers 
will  1  ave  to  retur  n  to  the  crowde  i  streets,  unless 
some  othe  place  is  provided  by  the  city;  and  by 
that  time  Ihe  location  now  offered  may  have  been 
built  upon  or  otherwise  approptiateu,  so  that  no 
place  naay  oe  obtainable  except  at  a  cost  far  ex- 
ceeding that  -vhjcb  the  niouuseti  purchase  wi'l 
involve. 

It  is  sometiuHs  urged  thar  the  city  should  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  market  business  any 
more  than  with  any  other  branch  of  trade.  The 
coinmitt- e  did  not  feel  called  upon  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  this  general  question.  Suffice  it 
to  sav,  i hat  tli-  city  has  beeu  committed  to  the 
present  system  tver  since  the  establishment  of 
Faneuil  Hall  market,  half  a  century  ago.  The 
system  has  certainly  betn  a  success  to  the  cttype- 
cuuianly.  From  tile  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Free  Markets  of  1870  (City  Document,  No.  9i)  we 
quote  the  following:  "It  appears  from  the  state- 
ment tnat  the  income  has  amounted  to  $1,948,955.69; 
and  th»  expenses,  including  repairs,  for  the  old 
and  the  new  markets,  to  $264,957.70.  Ths  cost 
of  the  new  building,  in  round  numbers,  was  $150.- 
000.  The  estimated  value  of  the  land  occupied  by 
the  market  house,  at  the  time  the  market  house 
was  erected,  amounted  to  $297,000,  making  toe 
total  for  land  and  building  $447,000. 

"The  net  income,  after  denuding  expenses, 
amounts  to  $1,673,997.99.  The  interest  on  the  cost 
of  the  building  and  estimated  value  of  the  land 
for  forty-four  years,  at  five  per  cent.,  would 
amount  to  $983,400;  by  which  it  appears  that  tne 
city  has  made  a  profit  of  about  $700,000,  or  real- 
ized eight  oer  cent,  per  annum  on  this  investment, 
without  taking  into  account  the  increased  value 
of  the  property." 

Tne  expenses  and  income  for  the  four  succeed- 
ing years  are  as  follows : 

General 
Years.  Bepairs.        Expenses.  Income. 

1870-71 $1,500.55  $9,308.21  $90,500.32 

1871-72 3,8112.21  9,623.87  91,100.37 

1872-73 '. 3,700.14  9,616.10  92,464.32 

1873-74 4,951.84  10,219.66  I06,i24.40 

It  is  believed  also  that  the  tendency  of  the  sys- 
tem has  been  to  cheapen  the  necessaries  of  life 
rather  than  to  maintain  a  monopoly  therein.  The 
committee  have  not  made  any  comparison  be- 
tween the  prices  io  Boston  and  other  cities,  or  be- 
tween those  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market  and  the 
private  market  or  provision  stores  in  the  city. 
But  the  Committee  on  Free  Markets  of  1865,  in 
their  report  [City  Doc.  No.  100]  give  a  table 
showing  the  prices  of  the  chief  commodities  in 
Boston,  Albatiy,  Ne««-  York  and  Philadelphia,  from 
which  it  appears  that  nearly  every  article  was  at 
that  time  cheaper  in  Boston  than  in  the  ether 
cities  named.  This  committee  have  had  no  evi- 
dence of  any  change  in  tae  relation  of  the  respec- 
tive prices  it  these  cities  to  each  other. 

The  committee  of  1865  also  say,  "The  fact  that 
the  public  market  is  always  five  to  twenty  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  the  private  markets  and  pro- 
vision f tores  is  sufficient  refutation  of  the  argu- 
ment that  the  city  maintains  at  the  expense  of 
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consumers  an  engrossing  and  tyrannizing  monop- 
oly. 

If  Faneuil  Hall  Market  has  been  a  source  of 
profit  to  the  city,  if  it  las  been  of  advantage  to 
the  citizens  in  furnishing  them  with  provisions  of 
good  quality  and  at  a  moderate  price,  and  if  the 
city  proposes  to  continue  it,  there  appears  to  be 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  enlarge  its  market  fa- 
cilities if  sucb  enlargement  is  needed.  Upon  tbis 
point  we  quote  again  from  tbe  report  of  1870.  The 
committee  therein  say  (page  24),  "Boston  is  more 
deficient  in  respect  to  its  facilities  for  bringing 
the  producer  and  consumer  together  than  any  oth- 
er large  city  in  this  country.  The  old  portion  of 
the  city  proper  is  denselv  populated,  anj  it  has 
come  to  that  condition  without  any  reservations 
being  made,  except  in  tbe  case  of  the  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  for  carrying  on  the  market  business, 
and  without  sufficiently  wide  streets  to  allow  any 
very  general  use  of  them  by  market  wagons." 

Here  now  is  an  oppoitunity  to  make  one  of  these 
reservations — one  of  80,000  square  feet— in  the 
heart  of  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  in  close 
proximity  to  the  present  market  and  the  seat  of 
the  produce  business,  of  furnishing  a  place  for 
bringing  the  producer  and  consumer  together.  It 
seems  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  for  this  Govern- 
ment, looking,  as  it  should,  not  only  to  tbe  pres- 
ent but  to  the  future  necessities  of  the  city,  to 
embrace  this  opportunity,  while  this  laud  is  as  yet 
unoccupied  and  cao  be  had  at  a  much  less  price 
than  it  may  command  a  few  years  hence. 

The  fact  so  often  adverted  to.  that  the  stalls  in 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  always  command  a  premium, 
shows  that  the  demaud  for  market  facilities  ex- 
ceeds the  supply,  and  that  in  furnishing  them  the 
city  would  not  only  make  a  good  pecuniaryinvest- 
ment  but  would  aid  in  increasing  the  supply,  and 
thereby  lesser-ing  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of 
life. 

The  establishment  of  a  market  at  Mercantile 
wharf  would  increase  the  valuation  of  the  proper- 
ty in  its  vicinity,  and  bence  the  city  would,  in  in- 
creased taxes,  get  a  leturn  for  its  outlay. 

If  we  only  regard  the  needs  of  the  hour,  the 
present  temporary  market  at  India  wharf  may  be 
sufficient.  But  the  committee  believe  that  the 
Government  should  take  a  broader  view  of  the 
subject  than  tbis,  and  embrace  the  opportunity 
now  offered  for  securing  a  reservation  for  market 
purposes  proportioned  lo  the  requuements,  not 
only  of  tbe  present,  but  of  the  future. 

A  liberal  and  comprehensive  policy  like  this,  al- 
though attended  with  present  expense,  the  histo- 
ry not  only  of  our  own  but  of  other  municipalities 
proves  to  be,  in  the  end,  not  only  the  best  biu  the 
cheapest. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  tbe  passage  of  the  order  m  concur- 
rence with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
For  the  Committee. 

J.  Q.  A.  Brackett,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Brackett  moved  that  the  report  be  printed, 
and  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  for  next 
Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  stated  that  he  was 
prevented  from  attending  the  committee  meeting 
by  sickness,  but  from  what  he  had  learned  he  ana 
another  member  who  agreed  with  niui  wisued 
to  reseive  the  right  to  submit  a  minority  report, 
and  have  tbe  two  considered  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Bracket  said  the  minority  report  could  be 
presented  at  the  next  meeting;  it  was  important 
to  have  the  matter  considered  speedily. 

The  motion  to  print  and  specially  assign  pre- 
vailed. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  SUDBURY-RIVER  CONDUIT. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  pass  the  order  relating  to  bonds  of 
contractors  on  Sudhury-River  conduit.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

THE    OFFICIAL    REPORT. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  of  Ward  4  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reoorting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
the  City  Council  for  one  year  from  tbe  1st  of 
July,  1875,  and  make  a  contract  for  the  same;  tbe 
expense  thereof  not  to  exceed  #6000,  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

POLICE  STATION  8. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  raise  and  alter  Police  Sta- 


tion No.  8,  on  Commercial  streer,  in  order  to  make 
the  ceils  and  basement  available,  as  per  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Police,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Raising  and  Al- 
tering Police  Station  No.  8. 

R-'ad  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  /vie.  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  Noye?  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  be  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

Mr.  Noyes  said  thai  as  a  quorum  did  not  arrive 
at  iy2  P.  M.  it  would  be  better  to  adhere  to  the 
custom  of  beginning  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  not  have  to  wait  till  a  quorum  came. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  that  if  the  sessions 
began  at  eight  o'clock  the  lateness  of  the  adjourn- 
ment made  it  very  inconvenient  for  tnenbers 
from  a  distance  to  get  borne.  Gentlemen  living 
in  the  city  proper  could  better  afford  to  come 
earlier  tb an  the  distant  memoerc  could  affoid  to 
remain  so  late. 

Tbe  oraer  was  refused  a  second  reac'itig. 

THE  VACANCY  IN  THE  COCHITUATE  WATER BOARD 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ,   with  such'  as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
nominate  a  member  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  in  place  of  Thomas  Gogin,  resigned. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

Mr.  Page  had  no  objection  to  the  referencs,  but 
it  had  been  customary  to  have  such  a  committee 
make  tbe  nomination. 

Tbe  order  was  referred  to  the  Joiit  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  up. 

CONVICT    LABOR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  tor  half- 
past  eight,  viz.,  report  and  order  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  a  change  in  tbe  statute,  so 
that  in  the  County  ot  ~  Suffolk  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  shall  be 
subject  to  tbe  City  Couocil  in  the  mode  of  em- 
ploying persons  under  their  charge,  and  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  full  and  frequent  reports  on  the 
subject  (City  Hoc.  No.  71). 

Sir.  Whitniore  stated  that  he  understood  the 
annual  report  of  the  Directors  would  be  submitted 
at  the  next  meeting,  and  as  they  might  give  some 
facts  and  figures  bearing  on  the  question,  he 
moved  to  specially  assign  the  subject  for  B%  P.  ML 
next  Tbur.-day. 

The  motiou  prevailed. 

THE  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  took  from  the  cable  (24  for,  20  against) 
the  majority  reoort  aud  "An  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  care  and  management  of  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  Water  Works" ;  and  minority  re  oort 
and  "An  ordinance  to  reestablish  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board"  (City  Doc.  No.  64). 

Tbe  question  was  upon  giving  the  ordinance  re- 
reported  by  rue  majority  a  second  roading. 

Mr,  Sweetser— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  very  im- 
portant for  us  to  settle  tbis  matter  of  the  reorgan- 
ization of  this  Water  Board  one  way  or  the  other. 
With  no  president  of  the  Cocnituate  Water  Board, 
when  there  is  so  much  business  to  do,  it  i*  very 
important  thai  we  should  decide  at  once  whether 
we  shall  continue  tbe  present  system,  or  adopt 
either  the  u  ajority  or  minority  leports  of  the 
committee  presented  three  weeks  ago.  I  hope 
the  majority  report  will  be  adopted,  and  that  we 
shall  appoint  a  president  of  the  board  who  can 
devote  more  or'less  time  to  the  interest  of  tbe 
city,  who  shall  be  on  baud  at  the  office  to 
auswer  any  questions  that  may  be  put  to  him, 
aud  render  auy  assistance  that  the  engineer 
may  need  at  any  time;  and  that  we  shall  have  a 
board  of  men  eminently  qualified  to  construct  the 
new  works.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  report  ot  tbe 
majority  is  a  compromise  with  the  various  pla us 
that  have  been  presented  here  from  time  to  time, 
and  upon  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  agree 
I  don't  wish  to  take  up  the  nine  of  the  Council  by 
discussing  the  question,  as  I  think  the  member* 
fully  utderstana  it;  but  I  do  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  something  being  o'one. 
The  terms  of  two  members  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  have  expired,  and  the  Coehituate  Board 
have  had  no  president  siuce  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Gogin. 

The  ordiuance  of  the  majority  was  read  a  second 
time— 31  for,  9  against— and  put  upon  its  passage. 
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Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  voted  for  this  ordinance, 
but  I  must  confess  that  I  think  a  matter  of  that 
importance  ought  not  to  be  passed  without  some 
considerable  explanation  of  its  merits  further 
than  what  we  have  had  from  the  worihy  gentle- 
man from  the  Tenth  Ward.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
important,  if  not  the  most  important  acts  under 
the  consideration  of  the  City  Government,  and  I 
hope  until  some  further  explanation  of  its  merits 
and  the  bearing  of  this  one-man  power  shall  be 
more  lully  discussed  than  it  has  been,  1  hope 
it  will  not  st*nd  in  its  present  position  and  be 
passed  almo-t  without  comment.  I  voted  with 
my  friend  because  I  wanted  to  have  the  matter 
b;ought  up  and  distinctly  explained;  but  the  ex- 
planation certainly  has  ri't  been  rendered.  It  is 
to  give  great  power  to  one  man.  Now,  sir,  the 
one-man  power  in  the  proper  place  is  very  desira- 
ble; but  upon  a  matter  so  important  as  this  it 
does  seem  to  me  it  needs  more  explanation  before 
it  ought  to  pass.  As  one  member  of  the  Council  I 
desire  more  knowledge,  and  in  justice  to  the  pub- 
lic I  think  it  ought  to  be  explainer!,  so  that  they 
may  know  the  reasons  why  and  wherefore  we  pass 
upon  i his  matter. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1—1  move  to  substitute  the 
ordinance  reported  by  r,he  minority  for  that  re- 
ported by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker  ot  Ward  6—1  was  about  to  malre 
the  same  motion,  and  I  would  merely  say  that  I 
hope  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  minority  will 
be  substituted.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  constitutes 
much  the  better  board.  Theie  s.re  very  serious 
objections  to  the  board  as  pi onosed  to  be  consti- 
tuted by  the  majority  of  the  Water  Committee. 
It  is  likely  to  work  badly  by  having  one  paid  mem- 
ber and  the  otleis  senmg  without  pay.  That 
is  a  system  which  has  never  yet  been 
tried  in  this  City  Government.  It  seerus  to  me 
that  it  is  prohable  that  the  members  who  serve 
without  pay  will  leave  all  the  disagreeable  parts 
of  the  duty  to  the  man  who  is  paid,  and  shirk 
their  work  altogether,  or  on'y  interfere  to  block 
the  wheels  of  progress  in  that  department;  while 
at  the  sams  time  the  responsibility  will  be  re- 
moved from  the  paid  member,  and  he  cannot  be 
held  accountable.  He  will  De  able  to  s?.j,  and 
with  good  reason,  wnen  anything  goec  wrong, 
that  he  was  interfered  with  so  much  by  the  other 
members- that  he  cannot  do  anything  without 
their  consent — that  things  are  rot  as  he  would 
want  them  to  be,  and  that  he  is  not  responsible 
for  them.  On  the  other  band,  the  unpaid  mem- 
bers will  say,  we  know  nothing  about  this;  the 
whole  thing  is  run  by  the  paid  member,  and  you 
must  look  to  him  and  hold  him  responsible. 
The  whole  thing  will  be  shirked  by  the  different 
blanches  of  the  board,  and  I  believe  the  system 
will  work  badly.  For  these  reasons— to  state 
them  briefly — 1  hope  the  minority  report  will  be 
substituted  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  don't  know  that  I  can 
greatly  enlighten  the  Council  in  this  matter,  but 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat  remind  me  vcy  forcibly  of  a  young 
damsel  who  was  observed  in  bitter  tabulation 
about  the  time  the  troops  were  going  to  war. 
When  asked  why  she  was  weeping,  she  remarked 
that  if  she  should  be  married  and  should 
have  a  baby,  and  that  baby  should  be 
a  boy,  and  grow  up  to  be  a  soldier  and 
go  off  to  the  war,  how  unhappy  she  should 
be.  A  gvea,t  many  obstacles  were  raised  be- 
fore that  soldier  could  go  off  to  the  war,  and  I 
should  think  it  will  be  the  same  with  the  obsta- 
cles against  this  wate)  ordinance.  They  are  largely 
imaginary,  and  drawn  from  a  fertile  imagination 
rather  than  from  the  results  of  direct  experience 
of  the  working  of  such  a  board.  It  is  plain  to  the 
most  casual  observer  that  we  must  ao  something 
with  the  Boston  Water  Board.  A.ny  person  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  duties  devolving  uoon  it, 
any  one  giving  the  most  careful  attention  to  the 
work  required  of  it,  knows  that  something  must 
be  done.  What  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it,  are  the 
questions  pressing  upon  the  City  Government, 
and  there  are  almost  as  manv  minds  as  there  are 
members.  But  this  point  stands  out  in  bold  relief: 
by  general  consent  it  is  idmitted  that  if  we  could 
have  one  man— this  very  one-man  power  that 
is  so  much  opposed  ano  objected  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5— is  what  we  must  have  if  we 
wish  an  efficient  administration  of  the  Water 
Board.  Ana  I  think  it  is  true  that  the  entire 
amount  of  labor  devolving  upon  that  board 
is  no  more  than  can  be  done  by  one  man 
giving  his  whole  attention  *o  the  work.  But 
the    obstacle   comes    at    cnce  —  Where    is    the 


man?  who  is  the  man?  and  can  v.-e  trust 
him?  It  has  been  found  in  all  large  trusts 
that  it  is  not  sate  to  put  such  l<ige 
functions  in  one  man's  hands,  for  the  reason  that 
they  have  been  abusea.  Some  think  there  should 
be  a  commission  of  three  paid  members;  a  large 
number  believe  there  should  be  a  larger  body  for 
consultation  and  debate  as  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued,  with  an  executive  head  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  board,  and  I  count  myself  on^  of 
this  number.  What  we  want  are  safety,  efficien- 
cy, and  a  s-uffici-int  number  to  discuss  questions 
ansing  and  settle  them  in  the  interest  ot  the  city. 
I  believe  it  is  important  that  all  mattsrs  apper- 
taining ro  the  enlargement  and  extension  of 
the  works,  and  to  tne  details  of  the  depart- 
ment should  come  before  the  full  board  for  deter- 
mination and  settlement,  and  I  believe  it  is  highly 
important  that  members  of  the  City  Government 
should  be  members  of  the  Water  Board.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  city  in  another  board  (the  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutio  s)  has  shown  conclu- 
sively that  members  of  the  City  Council  should 
have  the  benefit  of  having  some  'f  their  number 
members  of  that  board,  in  order  that  there  may 
be  perfect  harmony  between  the  Council  and  the 
boata,  not  only  tor  the  adoption  of  plans  and  the 
maturing  of  the  work,  but  for  the  proper  con- 
sideration of  the  necessary  resolves  foi  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  and  that  there  may  be 
those  on  this  floor  who  know  of  their  own 
knowledge,  and  have  access  to  the  books  and  the 
estimates  ot  the  engineers;  so  rhat  we  shall  not 
have  to  depend  upon  the  courtesy  of  aay  one,  or 
lunthe  chance  of  getting  wroug  information  by 
the  nviscourtesy  of  any  one.  Now,  sir,  one  great 
obstacle  in  the  way  ot  tnis  board  is  the  fact  that 
taere  is  one  salaried  officer—or  the  bugbear  of  the 
one-man  power.  The  President  of  thrs  board 
should  be  a  man  who  is  aole  to  lead  tbeir 
deliberations,  shape  their  policy  and  pre- 
pare the  matter  for  this  board.  It  is  also 
admitted  that  the  time  of  one  man  in  the 
executive  administration  of  the  board  is  suffi- 
cient. If  that  is  so  why  should  we  ba^e  three 
men  on  salaries?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  unneces- 
sary And  then  comes  iu  this  point,  sir,  that  to 
pay  salaries  to  three  men  having  coordinate 
duties,  and  equal  salaries  would  require  a  larger 
sum  of  money  than  would  ba  needed  under  the 
bill  reported  by  the  committee.  For  instance,  the 
customary  salary  of  commissioners  undev  our 
organization  is  fiom  $3500  to  $4000.  Now.  sir,  any 
one  who  is  ;amiliar  v/ith  the  class  of  skill  ano  the 
class  of  men  required  to  discharge  the  functions 
of  this  office  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  $3500 
or  $4000  will  obtain  the  man  that  the  city  of  Boston 
needs  in  the  present  exigency.  Suppose  then 
that  we  should  fix  the  salary  at  $5000,  and  we 
have  more  labor  than  we  want,  and  more  time 
than  is  necessary.  On  the  other  hand,  suppose 
that  we,  in  a  otretch  of  liberality,  should  fix  the 
salary  of  this  chairman  at  $7500,  and  that  he 
should  be  a  man  who  will  repre-ent  the  city,  who 
will  understand  the  wants  of  the  board  and  of 
the  department,  and  make  all  of  bis  arrangements 
in  keeping.a  man  who  will  command  the  respect  of 
the  City  Government  and  ol  his  associates.  I  don't 
hesitate  to  say,  sir,  that  it  will  be  perfectly  possi 
ble  to  obtain  the  services  of  men  as  honorary 
members  of  the  board — citizens  who  cau  give  a 
sufficient  portion  of  their  time  to  attend  to  its  de- 
liberations, its  business  meetings,  to  shape  its  pol- 
icy, and  look  to  the  President  as  the  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  board,  who  is  to  devote  all  his  time  to 
the  business  of  the  board.  I  say  ii  is  no  matter 
of  imagination  in  me  to  suppose  that  that  is  the 
case.  It  has  been  done  in  oiher  cities,  and  can  be 
done  here.  Probaoly  the  most  successful 
administration  of  public  trust  that  the  history 
of  puolic  affairs  on  this  continent  shows 
was  that  of  the  construction  of  Central  Parkin 
New  York,  involving  the  time  of  a  board  of  seven 
commissioners  fiom  1857  or  '58  until  1870,  when 
they  were  totated  by  the  Ring  administration, 
which  obtained  conttol  in  the  city  of  New  York; 
and  the  organization  of  that  board  was  almost 
identical  with  the  plan  proposed  here.  There 
was  a  larger  and  honorary  board,  and  the  con- 
troller of  the  board  was  the  only  salaried  admin- 
istrative officer.  The  administration  of  that 
board  was  singularly  hororable,  economical  ana 
successful.  Therefore  it  is  looked  upon  with 
pride  by  New  Yorkers,  and  with  envy  and 
admiratioa   by    the    whole    country.     The    ex- 

fienditures,  I  think,  amounted  to  something 
ike  $12,000,000,  and  it  was  administered 
successfully  in  every  particular  by    the  board, 
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whose  services  were  performed  gratuitously, 
except  those  of  the  Controller,  who  was  Paid. 
Take"  our  own  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutio  >s,  which  contain  this  element  of  repiesenta- 
tiou  in  the  City  Council,  the  only  difference  being 
the  bestowal  of  a  salary  upon  trie  president,  who 
in  this  case  would  give  all  his  time,  which 
is  not  exacted  of  the  president  of  the  Directors 
of  Pu'olic  Institutions.  Take  the  workings 
of  theCroton  Water  Board  of  New  Yoikin  1866 
aDd  1867.  That  boaid  was  composed  of  three 
members  ami  the  engineer  of  tbe  Cioton  Water 
Baarr?  was  president  of  the  board:  aod  he  had 
with  him  a  commissioner  and  assistanr  c.oauais- 
sioner.  The  salary  of  the  engineer  was  $7500  and 
thesalatyof  his  associates  55000.  There  was  a 
specimen  of  one-man  po?;er;  tor  it  was  statea  to 
ms  by  that  engineer  himself  that  the  whole  work 
of  building  a  reservoir  in  the  upper  part  of  .Vew 
Yoik,  costing  bet -een  two  and  three  milioa?  of 
dollars,  was  executed  without  a  plan  b-ing  ac- 
cepted bv  the  board  because  h's  associates  did 
not  understand  the  rietails  and  die?  not  want 
to  take  the  responsibility.  They  left  it 
entirely  to  him,  th^  dafts  were  drawn  on  the  city 
treasury,  the  <ork  completed  and  turned  over  to 
their  successors.  What  I  desire  r,i  see  accom- 
plished i--  to  see  responsibility  vested  in  one  man, 
who  shaM  be  the  executive  bead  of  a  boaid  large 
enough  to  senate  tnat  wisdom  which  results  from 
a  multitude  of  cojnsellors,  and  not  ta  have  a  little 
close  corporation  with  ways  of  their  own,  inie- 
peadent  of  the  City  Government.  We  all  know 
the  weaki  ess  of  gentl  men  having  large  powers 
in  their  hands,  with  no  one  to  look  after  them.  I 
simply  desire  that  such  checks  and  balances 
shall  be  tbrown  ground  the  executive 
branches  of  this  Government  that  we  can 
have  that  proper  selection  of  methods  and 
plans  and  policy  that  is  wanted  in  the  Water 
Board  today.  The  policy  having  been  shaped , 
details  arranged  for  execution,  the  executive  of- 
ficer can  see  that  they  are  properly  carried  out. 
I  am  not  entirely  in  favor  of  the  method  of  ap- 
pointing the  president  of  this  board.  At  rue  out- 
set I  was  decidedlv  in  favor  of  the  election  cf 
the  oiesident  by  the  board  itself;  and  I  believe 
now  that  is  where;  the  choice  should  be  made. 
When  the  committee  came  together  to  consider 
the  subject,  we  found  ourselves  at  vari-vace,  and 
it  was'  thought  that  a  compromise  of  this 
kind  would  secure  an  hsrmonious  report. 
With  that  end  in  view,  I  conseuted  to  thia 
proposition  ;  but  it  seems  that  two  gentlemen  re- 
canted, changed  theii  minds  aud  made  a  minoiity 
report.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  I  am  in  a  sense  ab- 
solved from  any  duty  I  may  bave,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,' of  standing  by  the  report  of  the 
majority  in  that  particular.  I  should  therefore 
sanction  a  change  of  the  plan  of  appointing  the 
president  to  an  election  by  the  board  itself, 
though  I  would  cot  initiate  the  movement  myself. 
After  a  careful  consideration  and  examination  of 
the  workings  of  the,  same  svstem  in  other  cities,  I 
think  it  is  the  safest  and  best  method  at  the  pres- 
ent juncture  to  elect  this  board  as  provided  in  the 
majority,  barring:  out  the  little  change  I  nave  allud- 
ed to.  During  tbe  construction  of  the  new  works, 
which  will  occupy  the  better  part  of  two  years, 
and  pei  haps  run  into  the  third  year,  there  is  need 
of  some  one  person,  and  not  more  than  one  per- 
son, who  shall  be  present  at  the  office  of  the  board 
during  certain  hour.- in  the  day.  who  sball  exam- 
ine the  work  at  the  proper  times  and  be  person  tl- 
ly  cognizant  of  the  affairs  of  the  department.  It 
is  the  need  of  that  officer  that  has  caused  the 
resignation  of  the  president  of  the  board  and  pre- 
cipitated this  complication  upon  us.  Mr.  Gogin 
h&s  said  to  me  frequently  that  one  salaried  officer 
is  sufficient,  and  he,  knowing  what  would  be 
required,  would  be  willing  to  serve  as  an 
honorary  memoer  of  the  board,  giving  such  time 
as  is  necessary  in  examining,  deliberating  upon 
and  maturing  the  plan  and  the  necessary  orders 
to  be  passed;  and  I  believe  that  is  tiue  ot  those 
gentlemen  who  nave  served  upon  the  board,  and 
that  they  will  be  willing  to  cooperate  upon  a 
board  of  this  kind.  I  think  we  ( an  get  a  better 
board  by  this  plan  than  if  ive  have  three  paid 
men.  Therefore,  after  a  consideration  of  all  the 
methods  which  can  be  availed  cf  at  this  juncture, 
I  feel  that  the  report  of  the  majority  will  meet 
my  views  better  than  any  other,  and  I  will  give  it 
my  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  was  surprised  to  be  so 
soon  reminded  of  a  young  woman  I  had  read 
about  in  the  Transcript  this  evening,  in  the  letter 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald  |  to 


the  editor  of  tbe  Pilot;  but  when  the  gentleman 
came  to  make  tlrs  application  of  the  tory  I  didn't 
see  that  he  was  equal  to  the  occasion,  i  auiy-t 
in  the  dark  as  to  how  I  resemble  that  young-  wo- 
man. But,  to  be  serious  upon  this  subject,  the 
matter  Ires  simply  here;  the  majority  propose 
that  there  shall  be  nine  members  of  this  Water 
Board,  one  paid  and  th«  others  serving  without 
pay;  tbe  o:e  who  is  paid  having  oo  more  authori- 
ty, and  nis  v  te  counting  no  more,  than  that  of 
any  of  the  other  eight.  His  po-  er,  as  a  member 
of  "tbe  board,  wheu  it  comes  to  a  t-st  ques- 
tion, is  no  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
member,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
we  eive  him  ,.ower  and  hold  him  responsible 
for  the  labor  we  expect  or  hie?,  that  would  be  one 
thing;  but  he  is  liable  at  any  moment  to  have  a 
small  number  of  these  outside  members  coming 
in  to  blcci  the  wheels  and  prevent  him  fro n  do- 
ing what  he  thinks  ou?ht  to  b-  done.  He  will  be 
supposed  to  know  all  about  the  thing  and  to  irtve 
stuaied  up  the  whol.busi  ess  of  the  Water  Board; 
but  if  he  has  only  oLe  vote  out  of  nine  to  carry 
out  his  views  it  seem-"  re  me  that  under  those  cfr- 
cumnta  -  ces  he  sat  «  ell  say  th  t  he  is  not  i  espon- 
sibie  tor  the  way  things  are  done  or  lett  unoone. 
We  ought  to  have  some  one  in  the  Wat°r  Boaro. 
to  whom  we  can  look  acd  hold  res  onsibie  fo:  the 
things  that  are  o'o  i<  ,  so  that  when  anything  is  done 
wrong  we  cannot  have  it  said  by  everybody.  Wuy, 
that  was  .  't  my  doing;  or  throw  it  off  fi6m  one 
man  to  another,  so  that  no  one  win  know  who  did 
it.  If  there  are  tbiee  men  upon  the  board,  n  will 
take  two  to  carry  out  a  measure,  ar  d  iheie  will  be 
a  direct  responsibility.  The  g>  eat  trouble  in  the 
City  Government  is  the  shirking  of  responsibility  : 
we  cannot  tell  whose  fault  it  was  wher,  a  thing  is 
done  or  left  undone.  It  is  so  in  this  Council,  com- 
posed of  a  large  body  of  rren — we  caaoct  fell  who 
is  responsible  for  anything ;  and  it  will  be  tbe 
same  in  the  Water  Board  oroposed  by  the  major- 
ity. The  president  will  say  he  had  been 
so  interfered  with  that  fcls  plans  could 
rr>t  be  carried  out;  while  others  would 
say,  We  had  to  trust  it  to  the  president,  and  there- 
foie  we  are  not  res  aonslble.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
no  great  woik  of  imagination  to  arrive  at  the 
opinion  that  such  a  difficulty  will  arise,  though  it 
is  not  certain  to  occur.  It  may  be  tnat  this  sclieme 
worked  well  in  the  case  of  Ceatral  Paik  in  New 
York,  and  that  it  may  have  done  so  in  other  cases; 
but,  because  th'dt  is  the  ca«e,  it  don't  follow  tnat 
we  ought  to  adopt  n  in  another  case.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  »e  will  have  one  men  with  no  re- 
sponsibility or  three  men  upon  whom  the  respon- 
sibility caii  be  fixed. 

Mr.  Howes  or  Ward  11— The  difficulty  with  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  12  is  that 
it  proves  too  much.  If  this  system  of  having  a 
loose  commission,  in  which  <me  man  is  paid  and 
eight,  or  an  indefinite  number,  are  not,  is  so  ad- 
vantageous as  he  claims  it  to  be,  it  certainly 
ought  to  be  applied  to  every  department.  But 
the  difficulty  with  that  plan, 'as  I  conceive  it.  is 
this:  tke  paid  commissioner  will  have  all  the 
power  and  the  other  membei  s  will  be  nonentities 
Admitting  that  the  system  worked  well  in  the 
case  of  Central  Paik.  and  that  it  may  do  so  in  all 
others,  the  citv  might  as  well  have  one  man  ap- 
pointed to  be  Water  or  Health  Commis-ioner  and 
have  entire  chaige  of  the  department.  But  such 
principles  are,  to  my  mind,  repugnant  to  the  the- 
ory of  our  City  Governmeat.  They  do  very 
well  if  you  have  the  right  man.  If  this  commis- 
sion is  appointed  in  this  wav,  it  seems  tome  ut- 
terly impossible  but  for  it  to  result  in  one  of  two 
things,  either  the  paid  commissioner  muse  be  a 
small  autocrat  iu  his  way,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  board  his  humble  servants,  or  else  he  will 
he  merely  the  secretary  to  register  the  decrees  of 
the  board.  If  he  is  a  man  of'strong  mental  cali- 
bre he  will  overrule  tbeui,  and  compel  them  to 
acquiesce ;  if  they  are  stronger  than  he  is.  he  will 
sink  down  to  a  mere  assistant.  I  do  not  think  we 
desire  either  of  these  two.  The  plan  proposed  by 
the  majority  is  more  intricate  than  the  present 
system  of  a'looss  commission;  itoffeis  neither  tbe 
satisfaction  ol  the  present  one.  nor  the  compact- 
ness and  efficiency  of  a  paid  board.  I  hope  the 
report  of  I  be  minority  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  0— When  I  first  read  these 
reports  I  felt  that  that  of  the  minority  came  Dearer 
my  views  on  tbe  subject  than  that  of  the  majori- 
ty ;  but  on  reflection,  and  especially  after  hearing 
what  seems  to  have  been  the  excellent  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 1  tliink  that  the 
majority  leport  ought  to  be  accepted,  for  the 
reason  that  the  work  under  a  board  so  organized 
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wouicl  be  better  done,  ana  **e  should  more  diieet- 
ly  get  at  the  result-  for  which  we  strive.  General- 
ly in  works  of  a  public  natuie  it  is  an  excellent 
plan  for  ua  to  rake  notice  of  what  is  done  by  men 
of  intelligence  and  experiei.c  in  laige  business 
affairs.  It  is  always  found  that  such,  individual*, 
who  have  much  at  stake,  manage  their  t-ffaiis 
moi'-i  economically  and  better  in  every  way  than 
those  of  a  public  nature  aie  managed.  It  s-efins 
to  me  that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  majority  of 
ths  committee  comes  near  »r  that  which  would  be 
adopted  by  individuals,  and  tor  this  reason:  un- 
der this  ordinance  the  president  would  stand 
somewhat  in  the  position  of  a  president  of  a  large 
haul:  wall  his  eight  directors.  He  is  expected  to 
take  all  the  responsibility,  lay  out  tne  work  and 
pii.seiit  it  to  his  directors  to  have  their  judgment 
upon  it;  he  is  bound  by  tbmr  votes:  he  cannot 
take  action  if  they  vot :  to  the  contrary  ;  he  can 
have  all  ths  advice  and  suggestions  they  aie  ca- 
pable ot  giving,  and  finally  the  responsibility 
rests  upon  him.  As  was  sugge  ted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  keeping  in  view  the  question 
of  economy,  the  city  can  afford  to  pay 
such  a  man  a  libeial  salary,  and  thereby 
oommaud  the  services  of  one  of  first-rate 
ability,  and  -till  have  it  cost  much  less  than  if  the 
salarie:  were  divided  among  three  men.  The  re- 
sult will  probably  be  that  the  amount  paid  for  the 
salary  would  be  altogether  out  of  propoi  tion  to 
the  woik  done,  or  else  it  would  be  divided  so  ttiat, 
instead  of  giving  one  first-class  man  a  large-  8  1- 
aiy,  we  should  pay  three  secouu  or  third  class 
men  small  salaries.  1  did  not  anticipate  any  of 
the  ideas  suggested  by  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward 
11.  He  seems  to  imply  that  this  form  would  be 
contrary  to  all  practice  in  the  City  Government, 
and,  if  my  inference  is  right,  it  would  be  some- 
what undemocratic.  It  striki  s  me  entire- 
ly different.  If  it  were  left  to  three 
men,  and  the  Council  were  not  represent- 
ed, that,  to  repeat  an  expression  used 
once  botore  tonight,  uould  certainly  be  a  sort  of 
close  eorpoiacion,  whose  proceedings  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  find  out,  and  who  might  take 
action  contrary  to  the  views  of  the  City  Council. 
By  the  majority  report  the  City  Council  is  very 
well  represented  on  the  board;  it  any  question 
comes  up  concerning  the  working  of  th"  board,  or 
if  any  question  an^es  in  the  Council  as  to  the  tx- 
pendituie,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  to  answer  the  questions  pro- 
posed, to  explain  a  .vay  false  impressions,  keep  the 
board  in  better  accord  with  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  keep  the  Council  better  informed 
ot  what  is  goi  .e  on  in  the  board.  Theie 
will  men  be  less  to  risk  of  anything 
wrong  being  done,  because  the  City  Council  will 
always  have  an  opportunity  to  call  tne  boaul  to 
account  by  requiring  an  explanation  from  the 
members  on  this  floor;  whereas,  if  it  had  to  be 
done  througn  an  investigating  committee,  the 
perforata  ceof  the  dutv  may  be  sbuni-en  and  put 
off,  and  we  should  not  get  at  the  facts  «o  well  as 
we  would  under  ths  system  proposed  by  the  ma- 
jority. The  gentleman  trom  Waia  12  has  made 
an  excellent  and  almost  exhaustive  argument 
upon  the  merits  ot  the  question,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  .o  repeat  what  nas  been  said.  1  also 
lit:e  his  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment ol  president;  not  that  I  have 
not  confidence  that  if  the  thing  were 
started  today,  the  Mayor  would  make  an  excellent 
appou.tmtnt,  but  as  a  matter  of  principle,  I  think 
that  this  board  of  nine  men,  chosen  for  their  pecu- 
liai  knowledge  or  adapt  tion  to  the  proposed 
business,  would  be  better  qualified  to  choase  their 
own  president,  and  .lave  Dettec  opportunities  of 
ascertainiug  his  fitness,  than  perhaps  the  Mayor 
might  nave.  Therefore  1  hope  the  majority  ie- 
port  will  pass,  and  that  the  amendment  suggested 
by  the  ge.dleman  from  Ward  12  will  be  incor- 
porated in  it. 

Mr.  dhaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  very  glad  I  suggest- 
ed discussion  upon  this  subject.  It  has  brought 
out  a  good  deal  of  light.  Now,  sir,  » like  very 
much  most  of  what  th-  tentlemeu  ft om  Ward  12 
nas  said;  it  shows  that  he  understands  the  .-ub- 
jectof  apaik.  But  ueverthel-ss  I  am  quite  as 
familiar  with  the  park  question  in  New  York, 
and  I  have  studied  that  matter  for  many  year  . 
The  first  law  for  a  park  was  passed  in  1856,  and  it 
empowered  a  large  body  nf  uine  or  eleven  com- 
missioners— I  think  it  was  nine— and  ths  BOi'k 
was  cou.menced  that  year.  From  year  to  year 
that  body  was  greatly  reduced  in  rurnbers.and 
now  they  have  got  down  to  a  practical  working 
body,     which      it      was      all     the     time,     but 


had  to  be  changed.  My  friend  ought  to 
kuow;  that  instead  ot  $12,000,000,  they  have 
spent  863,000,000,  up  to  the  first  ot  last 
February,  which  has  been  the  cost  of  the 
parks  of  New  York,  r  state  it  on  my  own  respon- 
sibility and  I  know  it.  Thirty-two  million ,  of  the 
amount  have  besu  contributed  by  the  abutters, 
and  of  the  $31,000,000  paid  out  of  the  city  ti  easury 
$26,000,000  have  been  got  back  by  taxation,  and 
the  lesult  is,  today,  that  the  cost  ot  the  parks 
is  less  than  $6,000*000,  and  if  thev  go  on  in 
the  same  ratio  as  they  have  gOLe  on,  at  the  tntt  of 
one  year  from  last  February  they  will  have  paid 
every  dollar  of  that,  and  in  the  next  five 
years,  in  the  same  ratio,  they  will  have 
paid  every  oollar  of  tae  entire  park  debt  and 
left  eleven  millions  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of 
Ceutral  Park.  That  has  beeu  the  great  success  of 
the  Paik  Commission  in  New  York.  I  wont  say  it 
is  the  only  one,  but  it.  is  the  >uly  one  I  have  studied 
thoroughly.  Now.  consistency  is  said  be  be  a 
jewel,  aud  it  is  a  bright  one.  A  fbw  months  ago 
we  had  before  u.>  the  question  of  a  park  commis- 
sion, a  d  it  was  propose;!  that  no  mem.  er  of  the 
City  Council  si.ould  oe  a  member  of  the  canrmle - 
sion  at  the  same  time.  My  worthy  friend  from 
Ward  9  [Mr.  Jaqms]  advocateo  that  proposition  ; 
but  he  comes  in  today  aid  says  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary that  some  membeis  of  the  water  commission 
should  be  membeis  ot  the  City  Council.  "Consis- 
tency, thou  art  a  jewel."  At  that  time  I  advo- 
cated an  amendment  offered  by  th-  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Pcbooy]  and  seconded  by  nis 
able  colleague.  I  believe.!  i.  to  be  right  then,  and 
I  believe  it  to  be  right  tow.  I  have  h  d  the  pleas- 
are  of  voting  for  gentlemeu  here  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Watei  Board;  they  are  men 
competent  for  th°ir  places,  and  I  should 
do  so  tcriay  if  the  ordinance  were  ot  that 
noture.  But  I  believe  the  body  too  large. 
I  want  a  practical  working  body,  but  upon  the 
same  piinciple  by  which  airnost  eveiybody  voted 
for  the  amendment  to  the  paik  oider,  by  which 
no  member  of  that  commission  could  be  members 
of  the  City  Government.  I  say  that  no  member 
of  the  Citv  Council  should  be  a  member  of  the 
Water  Board.  Either  drop  one  or  the  other.  I 
believe  this  discussi  >n  is  going  to  do  a  great  deal 
of  good  upon  this  important  measure.  Let  us 
hav-  a  good  Water  Board.  If  the  bank  directors 
that  my  friend,  speaks  of  had  done  their  duty, 
and  uot  left  everything  to  the  president,  Abra- 
ham Jackson  p.ould  not  have  swindled  people  out 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dolla'S.  I  Believe 
that  every  man  who  is  a  bank  director  owes  it 
to  the  stockholders  ana  the  public  to  examine 
every  piece  of  papei  that  pusses  through  the 
bank.  I  would  n't  leave  this  question  to  one  man. 
Let  us  have  three  paid  men,  and  pay  them  well. 
Give  us  three  good,  able  men;  I  care  not  who 
they  are.  Give  me  brains,  first-class  brails.  I 
don't  care  whether  he  be  from  one  class  of 
the  community  or  another.  I  go  for  eoin- 
peteocv.  My  friend  from  Ward  9  wants  a 
fust-class  man— I  don't  mean  those  men  who  are 
rated  fir  t  class  because  thf  y  walk  in  certain  oaths 
of  life.  Give  me  discretion,  brains,  men  who  dare 
ro  do  right,  men  bold  enough  to  declare  an  opinion 
and  standby  it.  If  it  is  shown  that  he  is  wrong, 
he  will  take  toe  back  track  as  I  have  done  two  or 
three  times  here.  1  care  not  which  T7ard  he  comes 
from  or  lives  in,  or  to  what  church  be  belongs, 
or  what  the  color  of  his  cheek.  I  remember  our 
great  war  governor  said  —I  heard  it  from  his  own 
lips— 'I  know  not  what  reward  or  ;  unishment 
awaits  me  in  the  world  to  ccme;  but,  sir,  this  I  do 
know,  that  I  never  was  so  mean  as  to  despise  a 
man  because  he  was  poor,  because  ho  was  igno- 
rant, or  oecause  he  was  black  "  I  don't  call  up 
the  classes  of  society.  Call  up  men  of  brains  and 
judgment  and  put  them  upon  your  Water  Board, 
whether  they  live  upon  Beacon  Hill,  Fort  Hill  or 
Bunker  HiU,  or  in  the  sicklv  valley  of  the  back 
Bav.  Give  me  three  men  who  would  sit  down 
and  con  over  every  question  ana  contract  with- 
out fear  and  without  tavor. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  stated  the  case  fairly  and  well;  so  far 
as  the  large  number  of  the  board  is  concerned. 
The  illustration  of  che  bank  director,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  a  ve;ry  poor  one.  In  this  case  it  is  intended 
that  the  entire  board  shall  meet  every  day,  "pre- 
serve complete  records  ot  their  meeting,  giving 
the  names  of  the  members  present,  their  votes 
and  doings  thereat,''  etc.  I  do  not  understand 
that  the  bank  dtiectors  meet  every  d»y,  and 
i  don't  s.-e  how  this  department  can  be  carried 
on  without  the  boird  meeting  every  ds.y.    I  don't 
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see  1  ow  a  majority  of  five  can  be  compelled 
to  come  every  day,  an.l  I  think  there  should 
be  something:  to  meet  that  objection.  As  to  the 
board  selecting  its  own  chairman,  that  seems  to 
be  very  foolish  ic  cieed.  Ir  is  said  that  it  maybe 
well  to  pay  the  president  $7500  or  some  large  sal- 
ary. We  want  an  efficient  man  for  president;  he 
must  be  selected  in  advance,  and  it  is  foolish  to 
suppose  that  all  these  gentlemen  would  be  worth 
$7500.  Nine  men  would  be  chosen  by  the  City 
Council  and  they  would  choos%  one  ot  their  num- 
ber to  receive  an  exorbitant  salary.  It  seems  to 
me  that  tbe  president  must  be  selected  before  he 
comes  into  tne  board,  or  the  eight  other  members 
must  suggest  him,  so  that  it  would  be  virtually 
taking  the  election  out  of  their  hands. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  suppose  it  is  expected 
that  I  should  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5.  I  have  do  wish  to  weary  the  patience  of  the 
Council,  and  will  only  allude  to  one  point,  and 
that  is  a  want  oi  consistency  in  advocating  that 
member?  of  the  Council  shall  be  members  of  this 
board  while  I  opposed  their  being  oo  the  Park 
Commission.  It  seems  to  ma  that  there  is  this 
difference — In  the  first  place  I  don't  recollect 
ever  offering  anv  a'flendment  to  the  park  order 
or  ever  taking  any  special  part  in  regard  to  that 
order,  whatever,  and  I  am  willing  to  let  that 
pass.  But  the  difference  seems  to  bp  this— 
In  the  Park  Commission  the  commissioners 
are  to  have  a  wice  rrage  for  their  judg- 
ment and  discretion;  they  are  to  select  the 
locality  for  a  p  irk  and  the  Council  is  to  provide 
the  money  to  pay  for  it.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  the  two  departments  should  be  entirely 
distinct.  But  in  the  case  of  the  Water  Board  the 
president  is  the  executive  officer  and  the  rest  of 
the  mambers  are  advisory.  Tl  e  duties  of  that 
board  are  of  an  administrative  nature;  the  work 
will  soon  become  a  regular  routine  duty,  requir- 
ing the  attention  of  one  thoroughly  competent 
man,  and  the  re?t  of  the  board  areto  act  as  ad- 
visers. Another  gentleman  thinks  my  analogy  ii. 
regard  to  the  bank  president  is  a  poor  one.  It  may 
be  so.  I  merely  alluded  to  it  as  one  naturally 
occurring  to  me.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  not  ?o  misapolied  as  he  seems  to  suggest.  He 
seems  to  imply  that  it  is  tor  the  president  to  carry 
on  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  that  the  directors 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  know  that  in  the 
bank  with  which  I  am  connected  the  board  has  a 
great  deal  to  do  in  saying  what  should  be  done. 
We  have  regular  meetings,  aul  no  note  is  dis- 
counted without  the  action  of  the  board.  The 
president  is  the  executive  officer  of  the  board, 
and  the  directors  say  what  shall  be  dor.e;  he  can- 
not take  the  responsibility  of  exercising  his  judg- 
ment in  a  case  except  it  is  approved  by  his  board. 
So  it  seems  that  in  this  case  tbe  president 
would  not  require  a  meeting  of  his  board 
every  day,  or  very  frequently,  but  in  the 
regular  routine  of  his  duti°s,  as  previously  agreed 
upon  at  some  meeting  of  the  board,  he  would  be 
doin^  tbe  administrative  duties  of  his  office.  It 
is  highly  impoitant  that  there  should  be  one 
man  there  all  the  time,  who  is  chanred  with  such 
duties.  In  regard  to  the  importance  of  having  a 
first-class  man,  I  don't  think  it  is  necsssary  to  de- 
fine what  that  means,  although  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  term.  I 
think  every  man  of  intelligence  here  feels  that 
we  do  need  a  first-class  man  for  a  president  of 
the  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  21 — I  hope  the  majority  re- 
port will  prevail.  Tbe  matter  has  been  pretty 
well  discussed,  and  I  am  of  the  opirion  that  one 
paid  man  will  answer  the  purpose  as  well  as  three, 
inasmuch  as  the  board  will  meet  to  transact  im- 
portant business.  In  conversation  with  some 
gentlemen  on  the  Water  Board  in  Charlestown, 
they  expressed  the  opinion  flirt  one  competent 
salaried  head  would  be.  an  advantage,  and  they 
thought  that  would  obviate  the  present  difficulty. 
After  hearing  the  arsrumeut  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12, 1  should  prefer  to  vote  for  the 
majority  report  in  nlace  of  that  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  dssire  to  make  a  little 
more  plain  the  idea  I  had  in  comparing  the  larsrer 
and  tlie  smaller  boards.  I  took  occasion  to  speak 
of  the  experience  of  the  Crotou  .Vater  Board, 
and  at  the  time  of  which  I  spoke  they  were  elect- 
ed by  the  City  Council  of  New  York."  The  execu- 
tive head  had  two  men  to  override,  and  it  did  not 
militate  against  the  system.  When  the  ring  came 
in,  they  gave  the  appointment  into  the  hands  ot 
the  mayor,  and  bad  men  were  put  on  the  board 
and  remained  there  till  the  exposure  a  few  yearo 
asro.   I  adhere  to  the  statement  I  made  of  the  work 


of  the  Central  Park  Commission ,(and  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  up  to  1868,  at  which  time  Central 
Park  was  substantially  completed,  there  hsd  been 
an  expenditure  of  $12,000,000  by  a  board  then  con- 
sisting of  seven  or  nine  members.  I  speak  this 
advisedly  and  from  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  hav- 
ing a  copy  of  every  report  they  have  made.  In 
1868  an  enlargement  of  the  public  parks  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  three  commissioners  apoointed 
bythemavor.  Wh'n  the  Riug  acquired  control 
of  New  York  they  wished  co  manipulate  tbe 
board  and  reduced  i:,  and  they  have  saddled 
the  city  with  a  great  oebt.  I  am  glad  to  know 
'  that  it  is  so  soon  to  be  paid.  But  I  make  the 
criticism  upon  the  minority  report  that  it  is  not 
democratic.  If  gentlemeo  will  turn  to  the  time 
when  the  first  assembly  was  in  to  *ii  meetine.  the 
money  was  there  appropriated  for  all  thepurposes 
of  a  municipality,  rimes  changed,  and  the  town 
meenug  was  centrabzed  into  a  representa- 
tive vote  in  the  City  Government.  Now,  sir, 
the  time  has  come  when  that  system  has 
been  found  incompetent,  am  it  is  tried 
to  substitute  what?  Not  a  democracy;  the 
repiesentatives  of  the  per  pie  are  not  to  be  con- 
sulted at  all  in  the  apnointment  of  their  aeents. 
Under  this  proposed  system  the  representatives 
of  tbe  people  come  here  to  approuriate  money, 
and  haying  that  they  mi»ht  as  well  go  home. 
That  system  is  not  in  harmony  with  democratic 
principles  aud  I  object  to  it intoto.  Now, sir, place 
the  expenditure  of  these  vast  sums  in  the  hands  of 
men  responsible  only  oo  the  Mayor.  Gentlemen 
will  come  here  who  are  as  modest  in  their  expres- 
sion of  opionion  as  I  am.  They  do  not  desire  to 
oppose  a  nomination  comvne  from  a  respectable 
source,  and  ihe  confirmation  is  made  without  op- 
position. I  do  not  believe  that  wav  of  selecting 
boards  is  democratic.  I  btlieve  it  is  a 
mistake  to  alienate  the  administration  of 
affairs  fiom  the  constant  examination  of  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government,  and  in  the  appoi :  t- 
m,-nt  of  commissions,  I  believe  it  would  be  better 
to  have  tne  larger  board,  and  have  as  many  mern- 
beis  receive  a  salary  as  are  necessary,  arid  have 
members  of  the  City  Council  on  each 
board.  We  should  then  letaiu  a  knowl- 
edge of  every  expenditure,  and  pay  salaries 
to  none  exeept  those  who  devote  their 
whole  time  to  the  duty.  I  think  that  is  the  theory 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  adopt  hereafter,  and  I  be- 
lieve in  startiio  right.  I  hellev  ~.  the  business  un- 
der this  plan  will  be  transacted  more  regularly, 
methodically,  rapidly  and  successfully  whcre  the 
departments  and  the  Government  are  in  harmony. 

Mr.  Devert-ux  of  Ward  22  said  he  hod  learned  a 
great  deal,  aud  asked  whether  the  appointment 
of  the  Mayor  was  democratic. 

Mr.  Wil-on  said  he  had  explicitly  stated  that  he 
did  not  think  it  was,  and  he  repeated  his  explana- 
tion of  that  provision  of  the  Oi-cinance.  He  con- 
cluded as  follows:  If  we  are  to  have  the 
one-man  po'.\er  I  want  a  man  who  can 
carry  eightm-n  with  him.  He  must  be  so  prompt, 
earnest"  and  cogent  in  his  reasons,  that  he  can 
compel  a  board  of  eight  men  to  agree  with  him, 
and  not  simoly  carry  two  along  with  him.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  this  position  requires  a  greater 
amount  of  ability  and  tact  and  force  in  the  course 
of  the  business  of  a  larger  board  thau  in  a  smaller 
one. 

On  mot'on  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and"  the  motion  to  substitute 
the  minority  report  foi  the  majority  was  lost- 
yeas  23,  nays  33 : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Crocker,  dish- 
ing, Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Goldthwait.  Guild, 
Hower,  Kimball.  Loriug,  Newton,  Page,  Parker, 
Perkius.  Pierce.  Sampson.  Shaw.  Sprague.  Wads- 
worth,  Whitcomb,  Willcutt— 23. 

Nays  -Messrs.  Barry.  Burge-s.  Cawley,  Clarke. 
Curtis,  Damon,  Devereux,  Dusrgan.  Edwards.  Har- 
mon. Hicks,  Hiscox,  Jaques,  Kelley.  Kintrsburv. 
Kingsley.  Lappen,  Leighton.  Moley,  Moom-y,  Mor- 
rison, Noyes,  Osborne,  Peabody."  Power,  Sibley, 
Stacey.  S'weetser,  Train,  Walbridge,  Whitmore. 
Wilbur,  Wilson— 33. 

The  ordinance  of  th"  majority  was  then  passed. 
Sent  up. 

FOTTRTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.Jaqu.es  of  Ward  9  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  Council  voted  to  adhere  to  its 
former  actiou  on  the  order  for  celebrating  tbe 
Fourth  of  July,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  making  the 
sum  §10,000.  but  pending  action  the  Council,  on 
motion  of  .Mr.  Whitmore  of  Wvd  4  voted — 25  for. 
24  against— to  adjourn. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    3,    1875. 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  71/2  o'clock  P.  M.> 
Halsey  J.  Bo  adman,  President,  id  the  chair. 

TAMERS    FROM    TUH     BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN     FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  W.  H.  Ryan  and  W.  B.  Chapiln 
seveially  referred. 

Order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  rel.-a~e  to  Elea- 
zer  E.  Bradsbaw  his  estate  on  Main  street,  sold 
for  non-payment  of  betterment  assessment  taxes, 
on  payment  being  made  of  ttie  amount  .agreed 
upon  by  the  Commiitee  on  Streets,  as  therein  set 
forth.    Pa-'sed. 

Order  requesting  the  Mayor  co  apDoint,  subject 
to  confirmation,  suitable  persons,  not  exceeding 
300,  to  serve  as  police  officers  on  the  17th  inst.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  i(  ading. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Health  to  purcha.se  eight  street-sweeping  ma- 
chines, at  a  cost  not  •  xceeding  $350  each. 

The  order  ■vas  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
Mr.  Perkins  ot  Ward  16  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  juIp  that  it  might  be  put  on  its  pa.-sage,  that 
the  machines  may  he  procured  and  put  to  work  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
contem  elates  having  the  streets  cleaner  on  the 
SeveLteenth  of  June  th.m  they  have  ever  been 
before. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  opposed  the  suspension  of 
the  uile;  he  had  opposed  the  pui  chase  of  the  ma- 
chine-, in  the  first  place,  because  of  their  h'gh 
cost  and  because  tne\  would  throw  maay  laboring 
men  out  of  employment.  In  behalf  of  ataem 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  and  m  his 
own  behalf,  he  desired  the  order  to  lie  over. 

Mr.  Perkins  thought  the  matter  was  thor- 
oughly understood;  only  one  member  of  the  com- 
miitee was  absent  and  he  had  voted  for  purchas- 
ing the  machines  at  $375;  and  thev  are  to  ba  ob- 
tained at  a  les«  sum  than  the  report  indicated,  of 
which  he  was  very  giad.  If  the  machines  are  to 
be  had,  the.v  should  he  proem ed  now.  No  labor- 
ers are  to  be  turned  out  of  employment;  the  streets 
are  to  be  swept  ad  keot  in  better  condition  than 
now,  and  the  Superintendent  in  tends  that  strang- 
ers visiting  Boston  on  the  Cericeiinial  ;.hall  see  the 
cleanest  city  in  America,. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  inquired  if  the  machines 
are  now  in  use  iu  this  city. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20  said  such  machines  are  in 
use  in  Boston,  but  no»e  or  the  eght  referred  to; 
there  are  four  aoout  ready  for  use,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  waiting  for  the  action  of  the  Council  to 
Euichase  them.  Heads  of  other  departments 
ope  they  will  be  procured.  Considerable  time 
had  been  spent  in  investigating  the  question  of 
the  infringement  of  the  patents,  and  ths  matter 
had  i  e»n  well  matured. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  said  he  had  informa- 
tion fiom  a  member  ot  the  committee  that  each 
machine  would  do  away  with  seven  laborers,  and 
the  e  ight  would  throw  fifty-six  men  out  of  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wilbur  did  not  think  that  any  argument 
against  the  machine.  He  had  seen  such  machines 
on  the  streets,  and  he  wanted  to  know  if  the  ones 
proposed  to  be  purchased  are  of  the  same  make. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  a  year  ago  one  was  pur- 
chased for  $500,  which  worked  satisfactorily. 
Thnr6  is  also  an  English  machine  m  use,  for  which 
the  same  price  was  paid. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  asked  if  the  commit- 
tee had  any  knowledge  as  to  the  working  of  the  ma- 
chine in  other  cities.  A  few  weeks  since  be  saw  in 
a  Washington  paperthat  machines  similar  to  these 
had  not  worked  well,  and  it  was  proposed  to  dis- 
pense with  them  altogether,  because'  they  cannot 
thoroughly  sweep  stons  or  paved  roads  or  wooden 
pavenitnts. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  committee  witnessed  an 
experiment  with  the  machine  on  one  of  the  worse 
cobble-stone  pavements  in  the  city,  where  it 
woikeel  satisfactory;  it  was  then  taken  to  Beacon 
street  and  worked  vastly  mote  satisfactorily,  be- 
cau-e  the  road  is  mure  even.  That  fame  machine 
has  been  in  use  a  year  and  has  giveo  entire  satis- 
faction. Machines  similar  to  this  have  been  in 
use  in  New  York  a  long  time,  and  have  given  sat- 
isfaction, and  would  bav<=  done  better  if  a  certain 
brush  had  been  allowed  to  be  used,  which  was 
prevented  by  a  rattan  ring  theie,  but  whi^h  it  is 
proposed  to  use  h?re. 


Mr.  Clarke  ot  Waul  15  Doticed  an  Englih  ma- 
chine at  work,  last  Saturday,  on  Commercial 
street,  by  the  Quiocy  Market,  where  the  cobble- 
stone pavement  is  very  uneven.  It  swept  the 
street  thoroughly  and  rapidly.  The  men  who 
were  hoeing  in  the  gutters,  in  reply  to  questions, 
told  him  they  liked  the  machine,  and  it  worked 
well,  and  that  the  American  machine  did  better 
than  the  Eigluh  one.  He  followed  it  some  dis- 
tance and  found  that  it  worked  admirably. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  nothing  to  say  against  th*  ma- 
chines, for  he  had  seen  them  work.  But  the  enm- 
mittee  differ.  The  first  proposition  was  $500,  then 
it  was  $400,  and  now  it  is  $350.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing of  ihe  commiitee  there  was  considerable  de- 
bate upon  it.  Four  machines  had  been  contract- 
ed for  by  the  honorable  committee,  and  that 
shoulo  be  supported.  "Little  bv  little  the  bird 
builds  her  ae^t,"  and  little  by  little  does  the  fall 
and  winter  destroy  it;  and  little  by  little  they 
come  from  $500  down  to  $350  by  a  little  square 
talk.  The  machines  are  woith  no  more  now 
than  a  month  ago,  and  they  can  be  had  now 
for  $350.  I'hey  should  be  procured  at  the  lowest 
price.  He  did  not  facti  mhly  oppos j  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule;  but  the  machiaes  have  been  in 
use  for  sever..  1  days  at  least,  and  as  no  time  would 
be  gain°d  lie  hoped  the  rule  would  not  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mi .  O.borne  of  Waid8  inquired  how  long  the 
brushes  in  these  machines  would  last. 

Mr.  Siblev  did  not  know  that ;  he  knew  The  Su- 
perint-ndert  was  satisfied  with  them,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee  last  year  said  be 
would  buy  twenty  of  them  if  thev  could  be  had  at 
a  fair  price.  He  believed  a  necessity  existed  for 
the  machines,  and  hoped  the  rule  would  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  thought  this  matter  of 
brushes  should  be  looked  into,  and  cited  the  case 
of  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  who  pur- 
chased a  washing  machine,  but  found  that  one 
particular  part  woen  worn  out  could  not  b^  re- 
placed without  paying  a  royalty  on  a  patent;  and 
there  was  a  claim  against  the  city  for  infringe- 
ment. 

Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8  said  that  iu  New  York 
he  had  been  told  a  brush  would  last  a  month  or 
six  weeks,  and  cose  about  $40  to  ba  replaced, 
which  would  be  very  expensive  in  the  end. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  matter  wa>  entirely  un- 
derstood, though  he  could  not  give  the  exact  fig-, 
ures. 

Mr.  Osborue  said  he  would  like  to  know  about 
what  would  be  the  cost  ot  the  brush. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  passed. 

Amendment  to  insert  "consider  the  expediency 
of  reporting,"  instead  of  "report,"  in  the  order 
for  an  ordinance  that  all  boards  ard  committees 
employ  the  City  Architect  when  the  services  of  an 
architect  become  necessary  in  their  several  de- 
partments.   Concurred. 

The  order  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of 
July  next  came  down  with  the  non-concurrence 
ot  the  other  branch  in  those  amendments  which 
provide  for  an  increase  of  the  committee,  and  an 
expense  of  $15,000.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrigan  of 
Ward  1,  the  Council  voted  to  adhere — 34  for,  24 
against.  [For  subjequent  action,  see  close  of  re- 
port.] 

Letter  of  resignation  from  Thomas  Gogin  as  a 
member  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board.  Placed 
on  file. 

The  president  read  another  letter  from  Mr.  Go- 
gin,  stating  that  he  wished  bis  resignation  to  take 
effect  on  the  election  of  his  successor.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  add  $5000  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
celebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Read  twice  under  ^sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sampfon  of 
Ward  10,  and  passed — yeas  62,  nays  2 -Messrs. 
Kimcall  of  Ward  6  and  Page  of  Ward  9  voting 
nay. 

THANKS  TO  THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Thomas  G. 
Stephenson  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  tendering  their  thanks 
to  the  members  of  th^  City  Government  for  their 
presence  at,  and  participation  in,  the  ceremonies 
of  Decoration  Day.    Sent  u-p. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  expenditure  of  not  exceeding 
$2000  in  grading  and  otherwise imaroving  Orchard 
park.    Passed.    Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Order  to  renair  and  maintain  bath  houses  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city,  at  a  cost  of  $14,000;  and 
to  employ  assistance  for  care  of  same  at  $16,000. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 
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Order  to  fix  salaries,  mmely— Treasurer,  i 
Auditor,  $6000;  Collector  of  Taxes,  $5000.    Sever- 
ally passec  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  continue  in  force  the  order  passed  May 
19,1874,  for  the  appointment  of  a  City  Architect 
and  Draughtsman  at  $6000  per  an:ium,  instead  of 
sum  naoied  therein.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  fit  up  and  furnish  the  vacant  building 
on  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill  streets,  Charles- 
town,  for  primary-school  purposes.  Passed  in 
concurrer  ce. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  an  offal  shed  on  city 
lot,   Highland   street,  at   a   cost   not   exceetiirg 


M< .  Shaw  of  Ward  5  stated  that  he  bad  obtained 
further  information,  had  examined  the  plans  and 
become  better  posted,  as  no  doubt  some  of  the 
committee  had.  Certain  walls  and  drains  might 
be  required  which  would  add  considerably  to  the 
expen;  e,  which  might  reach  $6000.  He  booed  the 
order  would  pass. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

The  motion  cf  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3  to  re- 
consider the  vote  whereby  was  accepted  the  re- 
port of  leave  <o  withdraw  on  petitions  of  Cyrus 
Brace  and  others  for  bath  house  on  Crrgie's 
Bridge,  was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 
SEid  the  committee  were  unanimous  that  the 
place  was  untt  lor  a  bath  house  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Aoderso  said  the  petitioners  had  not  been 
heard  at  all  ny  the  ejmmittee,  the  Chairman  hav- 
ing fo.gottenall  about  it.  The  place  proposed  is 
where  the  old  draw  was,  and  no  finer  locality  than 
that  could  be  found. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ande'sou  the  report  was  recommitted  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Bathing.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mi .  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Gilbert 
Williams,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  builoing  on 
Medford  street.  Ward  21.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

By  Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15 — Petition  of  Car- 
oline W.  Mud ge,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  bv  a  sled  on  Boston  Common.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  oo  Claims. 

Petition  of  E.  &..  dishing,  administratrix, 
for  extension  of  time  on  which  to  build  ou  land 
purchased  of  the  city  on  Albany  street.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Severally  sent  up. 

VEGETABLE    MARKET. 

Mr.  Biackett  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

In  Common  Council,  June  3, 1875. 

The  special  committee  of  the  Common  Council, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  order  authoiizing  the 
establishment  of  »  market  for  the  sale  of  provi- 
sions and  perishable  produce  on  the  lands  of  the 
Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation,  having  carefully 
considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report:  The  order  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee originated  in  t  he  Board  of  Aldermen,  a Dd 
was  based  uoon  a  report  made  Dy  the  «crndir.g 
committee  of  that  branch  on  markets.  Numerous 
petitions  were  persented  during  the  latter  part  of 
last  year  and  the  first  of  the  present  vear,  signed 
by  marketmen,  provision  dealers  and  market  gar- 
deners, some  asking  Has  city  to  buy  or  hire  the 
lands  now  occupied  at  the  head  of  India  wharf, 
and  ctheis  urging  the  establishment  ot  the  pro- 
duce matket  on  the  Mercantile  wharf  Company's 
lands,  situateu  between  A;  lautic  avenue  ana  Mer- 
cantile street.  Upon  those  petitions  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Aldeimen  lepoited  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  1873  the  streets  around  Faneuil  Hall  Market 
became  so  much  obstructed  bv  the  gieat  num- 
ber of  vegetable  wagons  which  vveie  driven  in 
from  the  country  every  afternoon,  that  an  ur- 
gent demand  was  made,  toth  by  the  own- 
ers of  the  «agons  and  those  who  occupied 
permanent  places  of  business  m  the  vicinity,  that 
th<i  city  should  furnish  additional  facilities  tor 
the  tiau>actioo  of  this  branch  of  ,he  market  busi- 
ness. The  Committee  on  Markets  and  Licenses 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  examined  the  subject 
very  thoroughly,  and  united  in  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order  to  hire  a  portion  of  the  Mer- 
cantile- .i barf  property,  covering  about  50,000 
square  feet,  for  a  term  of  one  year,  at  an  expense 
of  $2500.  Before  the  order  was  passed  a  proposi- 
tion was  received  from  the  proprietors  of  India 
wharf  to  give  the  city  the  fipe  use  of  about  90,000 
square  feet  of  vacant  land  located  between  India 
and  Centr  I  wharves,  known  as  the  "dump,"  tor  a 


term  of  two  years  from  May  1, 1873.  This  proposi- 
tion was  accepteo,  and  the  grounds  were  immedi- 
ately put  in  order  for  toe  aceommcdatiou  of  the 
vegetable  market.  The  expense  incurred  in  so 
doing,  amounting  to  about  $5300,  was  to  be  reim- 
bursed to  the  city  by  making  a  small  charge  for 
tot  use  of  stands.  During  the  two  tears  covere"d 
by  theletse  ih«  city  has  received  from  lentof 
stands  sufficient  to  pay  all  expenses  and  produce 
a  net  profit  of  $7100. 

As  r,he  leise  of  the  India-wharf  property  expires 
on  the  first  of  May.  this  Board  is  now  called  upon 
to  determine  woether  it  shall  l~3  renewed  upon 
the  t=rm«  offered  by  the  proprietors,  or  whether 
another  locality  shall  be  selected  upon  terms  more 
favorable  to  the  city.  Numerous  petitions  have 
been  presented,  both  for  ax  d  against  the  present 
location;  and  your  committee  have  guen  tne  sub- 
ject a  long  and  patient  investigation,  with  a  view 
to  chs  determination  of  toe  question  in  the  mao- 
ner  besc  calculated  to  promote  tne  pres-nt  and 
future  interests  "f  our  citizens.  The  ,  ropiietors 
of  the  India-wharf  property  made  a  verbal  offer 
to  lease  to  the  city  for  a  period  ot  three  years, 
about  100,000  feet  of  their  lanu,  in  consideration  of 
their  being  relieved  of  the  taxes,  anocntiug  to 
about  $6000  per  annum.  This  offer  ha-  since  been 
formally  withdrawn,  aud  tne  committee  aie  not 
informed  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  lease  of 
these  grounds  would  be  renewed. 

The  Mercantile  Wharf  Coiporation  have  agreed 
to  give  the  city  th  ;  free  u*e  of  the  lands  bounded 
by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mercantile  street,  Clinton 
street  extended,  and  Richmond  street  extended, 
containing  abo-it  80.0J0  squaie  feet,  for  a  term  of 
three  years  from  May  1, 1875,  paying  all  the  taxes 
assessed  thaieon  duriag  that  period;  also  to  give 
a  bond  ti  convey  the  lands  to  the  city  within  one 
year  from  the  first  of  May  for  the  sum  of  $4.75  per 
square  toot,  and  a  proportional  part  of  the  nxes 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  oo-.id. 

This  agreement  has  led  to  the  settlement  of  the 
long-standiog  controversy  between  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  city,  growing  out  of  the  construction 
of  Atlantic  avenue  rise  corporacion  is  to  pay  the 
city  $75,000  for  filling,  sewerage  and  betterments, 
give  all  of  their  lands  included  within  the  tin  s  of 
Clinton  street  extended  in  a  straight  line  to  At- 
lantic avenue,  and  Richmond  sireet  extenoed 
from  Mercantile  street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  m  a 
line  substantially  parallel  with  Clinton  street.  By 
this  agreement  the  corporation  conveys  to  the 
city  free  of  expense,  30.137  feet  of  loud,"  which  is 
taxed  at  about  $2.75  per  foot. 

In  connection  with  these  arrangements  with  the 
wharf  corporation,  a  settlement  has  been  effected 
of  the  questions  it  issue  betwetn  Hon.  Josiah 
Quincy  and  the  city.  Mr.  Quiuoy  has  ■greed  to 
pay  all  claims  again?  t  him  on  account-  of  the  con- 
struction of  Atlantic  avenue,  amounting  to  $119*- 
258.16,  give  all  the  land  required  of  him  for  the 
extension  of  Clinton  street,  aud  pay  the  city  in 
addition  thereto  the  sum  of  $10,000. " 

If  the  use  of  the  Meicantile-ivharf  property  had 
been  offered  to  the  city  in  1873  upon  the  same 
terms  that  the  India-wharf  prop  tty  was  offered, 
it  would  undoubted!?  have  been  preferred,  as  if  is 
in  in  „ny  respects  better  adapted  for  market  pur- 
poses. It  is  considerably  r.ea.er  Faneuil  nail 
Mai ket  and  the  centre  of  the  wholesale  ttade  in 
provisions.  It  was  stated  by  those  who  are  famil- 
iar with  the  business  that  n'mefeeu- ■  wer.ri,  tb>  of 
the  wiioiesale  dealers  re  located  orth  1  State 
stieet.  Tie  concentration  of  the  different  branches 
or  this  wholesale  busiues  is  clearly  advantageous 
both  to  the  buyer  anc  th1  seller.  It  sharpens 
competition  and  tends  to  prevent  forestalling.  A- 
in  cli  the  larger  poitiou  ot  the  domestic  pro  uee 
is  brought  into  tne  northerly  end  of  the  city  by- 
cars  or  wagons,  the  lanos  at  .Mercantile  wharf  are 
more  convenient  of  access  than  those  ,.f  India 
wharf. 

The  city  is  under  no  obligation  to  maintain  the 
establishment  at  India  wharf  beyond  the  period 
of  the  lease.  The  location  <vas  understood  to  be  a 
temporal y  one,  and  all  the  improvement  made 
by  tne  city  and  by  those  who  occupied  the  grounds 
ai.  of  temporary  character.  A  uioiv  convenient 
location  having  been  offered,  o  i  terms  more  f#- 
vor.i.  1;  to  the  city,  there  is  uo  srcod  rea-son  why  it 
Should  not  be  accepted. 

A*  this  branch  of  the  Government  ha  1  no  part 
in  1  bo  investigation  coverp:  bv  the  foivaoiug  re- 
port, aid  as  there  appeared  to  be  a  great  diversity 
of  opinions  upon  the  expediency  of  the  Coarse 
iceommeuded  by  the  Aldenum.  your  committee 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  make  an  independent  ex- 
amination of  the  whole  question,  and  they  accord- 
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iugly  notified  all  paities  interested  to  appear  and 
be  n'eard.  The  case  was  very  fully  and  ably  pre- 
sented b>  counsel  on  both  sides;  that  is,  for  those 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf  site, 
and  those  who  were  for  various  Masons  opposed 
to  it. 

•  It  appears  tint  the  proprietors  ot  India  Wharf 
have  leased  their  land  directly  to  tb.9  market  gar- 
deners; and  fiov  stated,  through  their  agent,  that 
thev  did  not  wish  to  sell  or  bond  it  to  the  city. 
The  simple  question,  therefore,  as  cow  presented, 
is  whether  tue  city  will  furnish  additional  market 
facilities  for  the  pro!  uce  dealers,  cr  whether  it  will 
hereafter  leave  them  to  their  own  resources  and 
lelieve  them  of  any  further  control  and  super- 
vision. The  city  has  b  en  offered  the  free  use  of 
80,000feetof  land  for  three  yea  is,  ths  owners 
paj  Ins  all  taxes  thereon  during  (hat  period.  The 
principal  objection  urged  against  its  accepra  ce 
is  that  the  city  will  be  comnutte  to  the  purchase 
of  the  lam.  upon  the  ttr  s  stated  in  the  bond, 
nani.iv,  $4.75  per  toot.  But  this  objection  is  not 
weli  founded.  The  wharf  corpoiatiO'i  would  be 
very  glad  to  lease  the  property  to  the  city  with- 
out  binding  itself  to  convey  it  hereafter  for  a 
stated  nice.  The  bond  was  exacted  fiom  the 
corporation  by  the  committee  of  the  Aldeiuieu  in 
order  to  protect  ihe  city  in  case  it  should  be 
thought  advi  able  hereafter  to  purchase  it.  The 
time  named  in  the  bond— one  year  is  as  long  as 
could  lewonablv  be  askec.  in  regard  to  the  price 
— $4.78  per  toot — the  committee  have  endeavored 
to  ascertain  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
Could  be  considered  a  ran-  one.  It  aupeais  that 
the  wharf  corporation  first  asked  $5.50  per  foot; 
thi  committee  first  offered  $4.25,  and  a  compro- 
mise was  finally  effected  on  toe  basis  of  $4.75. 
One  of  the  officeis  of  the  company  stated  at  the 
tiisc  hearing  that  .hey  asked  $8.00  per  foot  for 
land  on  thv  othar  side  of  Clinton  stieet;  that  the 
lowest  price  ever  t.lked  of  in  the  com- 
pany for  this  land  was  $5.00  per  foot,  and 
that  h;'  presumed  it  would  have  sgUI  for 
$6.00  beforp  the  panic.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets,  referring  to  the  negotiations  in 
relation  to  betterments,  testified  tli  t  he  had  been 
trying  for  three  years  past  to  make  the  Mercantile 
Wharf  Company  believe  that  their  land  was  worth 
$5.00  per  foot,  and  that  he  thought  it  would  bring 
very  ne:.r  $4.75  per  foot  at  auction  today.  One  ot 
the  Stieet  Commissioueisstated  that  in  1872,  when 
it  was  proposed  to  widen  Atlantic  avenue  100  feet, 
the  value  or  the  land  of  the  Merca  ttil<;  Wharf 
Company  was  estimated  at  $4.00  per  foo*.  It  is 
furthermore  lobe  bo'ne  in  mind  that  the  price 
askeu  is  naturally  affected  b>  tae  tact  that  tbe 
city  has  a  year  10  secide  in.  If  at  the  end  of  that 
time  the  city  d  dries  to  purchas  ,  the  price  will 
have  to  be  paid  </i£wi,wh-ieas  theuaaand  benefit  of 
the  property  begins  now,  so  that  the  nice  paid  is 
not  really  $4.75,  but  a  price  whim  at  interest  and 
with  taxes  added  wtulil  amount  to  that  sura,  and 
tl  is  is  samething  less  than  $4.44  per  toot.  It  is 
also  to  be  considered  tbat  a  puicbase  of  land  is 
different  from  a  purchase  of  merchandise,  which 
if  we  cannot  obtain  at  one  place  upon  satisfactory 
terms  we  may  at  auotli-r.  There  is  only  so  much 
land  in  tbe  city,  anj  only  two  or  three  iota  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a 
market.  These  lots  are  all  owned,  not  bypri- 
vats  individuals  who  may  be  compelled  to 
put  tbe  land  into  the  market,  but  by  wealthy  cor- 
porations, who  can  afford  to  holdjit  until  they  can 
get  their  price.  If  the  city  desires  to  purchase  a 
large  tract  of  Ian  ■  for  a  particular  purpose,  in 
the  thickly  populated  part  of  *he  city,  it  must  pay 
the  seller's  price.  Tbe  only  other  tracts  brought 
to  the  attention  of  tbe  committee  were  the  India 
wLarf  land  and  Washington  squat e.  It  was  test— 
fieri  that  land  in  the  latter  locality  had  sold  for 
from  $7  to  $9  per  foot,  and  the  land  of  the  former 
corporation  is  not  for  sale  at  any  price,  but  is  held 
for  a  rise  in  value.  So  that  the  only  tract  proper 
for  the  purpose  now  to  be  hid,  except  at  a  much 
higher  price  than  that  for  which  this  is  offered,  is 
that  at  Mercantile  wharf.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  seems  to  the  committee  that  the  offer  of 
the  Mercantile  Wharf  Company  is  a  fair  and  lib- 
eral one. 

The  advantages  of  this  lot  are  also  superior  to 
anyotherin  pointof  location.it  being  nearer  to  the 
present  market.  If  ^dditlonal  marketabilities 
are  to  bepioviderf  they  should  be  near  Faneml 
Hall  Market,  both  for  the  sake  of  enhancing,  or 
at  least  maintaining,  the  value  of  the  city's  prop- 
erty there,  and  because  it  is  believed  that  the  con- 
centration of  tbe  produce  business  is  advanta- 
geous both  to  the  producer   and   the   consumers ; 


that  by  the  competition  which  it  causes  such  con- 
centration tends  to  lower  the  price  and  to  improve 
the  quality  of  the  articles  sola. 

It  in  (>'  ce  oDJected  that  a  vegetable  market  is 
already  in  operation  at  India  whari' ;  that  there  is 
no  necessity  for  another,  and  that  the  farmers  are 
satisfied  with  that  location  and  ought  not  to  be 
removed.  Of  course,  no  one  proposes  to  reaiove 
them  against  their  will.  Even  if  the  mark,  t  there 
is  to  be  continued  for  any  considerable  time,  it  is 
believed  that  it  would  be  tor  ihe  interest  of  the 
city  to  establish  another  at  Mercantile  wharf.  It 
was  testified  by  one  ot  the  farmers  that  since  the 
establishment  of  the  market  at  India  wharf  he 
hail  raised  and  .  ent  to  the  cuy  a  larger  amount  of 
produ  .•e.because  of  rhe  su  erior  facilities  for  selling 
afforded  there  as  compared  with  the  former  limited 
accommod.-tion..  irj  Sooih  Market  strest,  anu  that 
others  had  <  one  the  same.  For  the  same  reason  it 
is  believeu  that  the  establishment  of  soother  mar- 
ket, ther.-by  affording  s till  greater  accommoda- 
tions to  the  farun  is,  would  have  *he  same  tend- 
ency to  lncieass  production,  and  that  this,  ii 
accordance  with  the  law  of  supplvand  d  maud, 
would  contribute  to  make  provisions  cheaper. 
But  it  is  not  to  he  supposed  that  ths  market 
at  India  wharf  will  be  permanent,  for  toe 
company  will  not  always  be  satisfied  with  the 
trifling  in'  ome  which  tbe  rental  of  stands 
yi«  Ids  them.  If,  therefore,  at  the  expira- 
tion ot  the  lea-es  which  have  been  given, 
or  at  anv  time  thereafter,  it  ciu  seil  or  us  its 
land  so  a:  to  bring  a  larger  income,  toe  fanners 
wil1  lave  toretumto  the  crowde  i  street.-  ,  unless 
some  othe  place  is  provided  by  the  city;  and  by 
tbat  time  ihe  location  oov^  offered  may  have  been 
built  upon  or  otherwise  appropnateo,  so  that  no 
pla  -e  may  oc  obtainable  exCB|;t  at  a  cost  far  ex- 
ceeding that  .vhieb  the  oioposed  puichase  wi'l 
involve. 

Itis  sometimes  urged  tha:  the  city  should  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  market  business  any 
more  than  with  any  other  branch  of  trade.  The 
committ-  e  did  not  feel  called  upoa  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  this  general  question.  Suffice  it 
to  say,  i  hat  ths  oity  has  been  committed  to  the 
present  system  ever  since  the  establishment,  of 
Faueuil  Hall  market,  half  a  century  ago.  The 
system  has  certainly  betn  a  success  to  the  city  pe- 
cuniarily. From  tile  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Free  Markets  of  1870  (City  Document,  No.  9i)  we 
quote  the  following:  "It  appears  from  the  state- 
me.ittnatthe  income  has  amounted  to  $1,948,955.69; 
and  the  expenses,  including  repairs,  for  the  old 
and  the  new  markets,  to  $264,957.70.  Tha  cost 
of  the  new  building,  in  round  numbers,  was  $150.- 
000.  The  estimated  value  of  tne  land  occupied  by 
the  market  house,  at  the  time  the  market  house 
was  erected,  amounted  to  $297,000,  making  the 
total  for  land  and  building  $447,000. 

"The  net  income,  after  denuding  expenses, 
amounts  to  $1,673,997.99.  Tbe  interest  on  the  cost 
of  the  building  and  estimated  value  of  the  laud 
for  forty-four  years,  at  five  per  cent.,  would 
amount  to  S983,400;  by  which  it  appears  that  tue 
ciry  has  made  a  profit  of  about  $700,000,  or  real- 
ized eight  oer  cent,  per  annum  on  this  investment, 
without  taking  into  account  the  increased  value 
of  the  property." 

The  expenses  and  income  for  the  four  succeed- 
ing years  are  as  follows : 

General 
Years.  Repairs.        Expenses.  Income. 

1870-71 $1,500.55  $9,31)8.21  $90,500.32 

1871-72 9,802.21  9,623.87  91,106.37 

1872-73 3,700.14  9,016.10  92,464.32 

1873-74 4,951.84  10,219.66  106,224.40 

It  is  believed  also  that  the  tendency  of  tbe  sys- 
tem has  been  to  cheapen  the  necessaries  of  life 
rather  than  to  maintain  a  monopoly  therein.  The 
committee  have  not  made  any  comparison  be- 
tween the  prices  in  Boston  and  blher  cities,  or  be- 
tween those  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market  and  the 
private  market  or  provision  stores  in  the  city. 
But  the  Committee  on  Free  Markets  of  1805,  in 
their  report  [City  Doc.  No.  100]  give  a  table 
showing  the  prices  of  the  chief  commodities  in 
Boston,  Albany,  New  York  and  Philadelphia. from 
which  it  appears  that  nearly  every  article  was  at 
that  time  cheaper  in  Boston  than  in  the  ether 
cities  named.  This  committee  have  had  no  evi- 
dence of  any  change  in  tne  relation  of  the  respec- 
tive prices  in  these  cities  to  each  other. 

The  committee  of  1865  also  say,  "The  fact  that 
the  nublic  market  is  always  five  to  twenty  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  the  private  markets  and  pro- 
vision stores  is  sufficient  refutation  of  the  argu- 
ment that  the  city  maintains  at  tbe  expense  of 
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consumers  an  engrossing  and  tyrannizing  monop- 
oly. 

If  Faneuil  Hall  Market  has  been  a  source  of 
profit  to  the  city,  if  it  has  been  of  advantage  to 
the  citizens  in  furnishing  them  with  provisions  of 
good  quality  and  at  a  moderate  price,  and  if  the 
city  proposes  to  continue  it,  there  appears  to  be 
no  reason  why  it  shoula  not  enlarge  its  market  fa- 
cilities if  such  enlargement  is  needed.  Upon  tbis 
point  we  quote  again  from  the  report  of  1870.  The 
committee  therein  say  (page  24),  "Boston  is  more 
deficient  in  respect  to  its  facilities  for  bringing 
the  producer  and  consumer  together  than  any  oth- 
er large  city  in  this  country.  The  old  portion  of 
the  city  proper  is  denselv  populated,  anj  it  has 
come  to  tbat  condition  without  any  reservations 
being  made,  except  in  the  case  of  tbe  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  for  carrymg  on  the  market  business, 
and  without  sufficiently  wide  streets  to  allow  any 
very  general  use  of  them  by  market  wagons." 

Here  now  is  an  oppoitunity  to  make  one  of  these 
rese/vations — one  of  80,000  square  feet— in  tbe 
heart  of  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  in  close 
proximity  to  the  present  market  and  the  seat  of 
the  produce  business,  of  furnishing  a  place  for 
bringing  the  producer  and  consumer  together.  It 
seems  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  for  this  Govern- 
ment, looking,  as  it  should,  not  only  to  the  pres- 
ent but  to  the  future  necessities  of  the  city,  to 
embrace  this  opportunity,  while  this  land  is  as  yet 
unoccupied  and  can  be  had  at  a  much  less  price 
than  it  may  command  a  few  years  hence. 

The  fact  so  often  adverted  to,  that  the  stalls  in 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  always  command  a  premium, 
shows  that  the  demand  for  market  facilities  ex- 
ceeds the  supply,  and  that  in  furnishing  them  the 
city  would  not  only  make  a  good  pecuniary  in  vest- 
ment but  would  aid  in  increasing  the  supply,  and 
thereby  lessening  the  price  of  tbe  necessaries  of 
life. 

The  establishment  of  a  market  at  Mercantile 
wharf  would  increase  tbe  valuation  of  the  proper- 
ty in  its  vicinity,  and  bence  the  city  would,  in  in- 
creased taxes,  get  a  leturn  for  its  outlay. 

If  we  only  regard  the  needs  of  the  hour,  the 
present  temporary  market  at  India  wharf  may  be 
sufficient.  But  the  committee  believe  that  the 
Government  should  take  a  broader  view  of  the 
subject  than  tbis,  and  embrace  the  opportunity 
now  offered  for  securing  a  reservation  for  market 
purposes  proportioned  lo  the  requirements,  not 
only  of  the  present,  but  of  the  future. 

A  liberal  and  comprehensive  policy  like  this,  al- 
though attended  with  present  expense,  the  histo- 
ry not  only  of  our  own  but  of  other  municipalities 
proves  to  be,  in  the  end,  not  only  the  bet  but  the 
cheapest. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  tbe  passage  of  the  order  in  concur- 
rence with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
For  the  Committee. 

J.  Q.  A.  Brackett,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Brackett  moved  that  tlie  report  be  printed, 
and  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  for  next 
Thursday  evening  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Devereirx  of  Ward  22  stated  that  he  was 
prevented  from  attending  the  committee  meeting 
by  sickness,  but  from  what  he  had  learned  he  and 
another  member  who  agreed  with  biui  wisned 
to  reseive  the  right  to  submit  a  minority  report, 
and  have  tbe  two  coosidered  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Bracket  said  the  minority  report  could  be 
presented  at  the  next  meeting;  it  was  important 
to  have  the  matter  considered  speedily. 

The  motion  to  print  and  specially  a  ssign  pre- 
vailed. 

CONTRACTS  FOB  SUDBURY-RIVER  CONDUIT. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  pass  the  order  relating  to  bonds  of 
contractors  on  Sudbury-River  conduit.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

THE    OFFICIAL    REPORT. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  of  Ward  4  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reoortiug 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
the  City  Council  for  one  year  from  the  1st  of 
July.  1875,  and  make  a  contract  for  the  same;  the 
expense  thereof  not  to  exceed  $6000,  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

POLICE  STATION  8. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offerea  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  raise  and  alter  Police  Sta- 


tion No.  8,  on  Commercial  street,  in  order  to  make 
the  cells  and  basement  available,  as  per  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Police,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Raising  and  Al- 
tering Police  Station  No.  8. 

R-ad  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  yule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  hour  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  be  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

Mr.  Noyes  said  that  as  a  quorum  did  not  arrive 
at  7V2  P.  M.  it  would  be  better  to  adhere  to  the 
custom  of  beginning  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  not  have  to  wait  till  a  quorum  came. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  said  that  if  the  sessions 
began  at  eight  o'clock  the  lateness  of  the  adjourn- 
ment made  it  very  inconvenient  for  members 
from  a  distance  to  get  bocne.  Gentlemen  living 
in  the  city  proper  could  better  afford  to  come 
earlier  t ban  the  distant  memcer;  could  affoid  to 
remain  so  late. 

Tbe  order  was  refused  a  second  reacioa-. 

THE  VACANCY  IN  THE  COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  Messrs. ,   with  such   as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
nominate  a  member  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board  in  place  of  Thomas  Gogin,  resigned. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  order 
be  refen  ed  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

Mr.  Page  bad  no  objection  to  the  reference,  bur 
it  had  been  customary  to  have  such  a  committee 
make  tbe  nomination. 

The  order  -vas  referred  to  the  Joiit  Committee 
on  Water.    Sent  up. 

CONVICT    LABOR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4.  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  tor  half- 
past  eight,  viz.,  report  and  order  requesting  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  a  change  in  the  statute,  so 
that  in  the  County  ot  Suffolk  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  shall  be 
subject  to  the  City  Couocil  in  the  mode  of  em- 
ploying persons  under  their  charge,  and  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  full  and  frequent  reports  on  the 
subject  (City  Hoc.  No.  71). 

Mr.  Whitmore  stated  that  he  understood  the 
annual  report  of  the  Directors  would  be  submitted 
at  the  next  meeting,  and  as  they  might  give  some 
facts  and  figures  bearing  on  the  question,  he 
uiovea  to  specially  assign  the  subject  for  8% P.  ML. 
next  Tbuivday. 

The  inotiou  prevailed. 

THF.  WATER  BOARD. 

On  motiou  of  Mr.  Sweetser  ot  Ward  10.  the 
Council  took:  from  the  table  (24  for.  20  against) 
the  majority  report  and  •'An  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  care  and  management  of  the  Cochituate 
and  Mystic  Water  Works" ;  and  minority  reoort 
and  "Au  ordiuauce  to  reestablish  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board"  (City  Doc.  No.  64). 

Tbe  question  was  upon  giving  the  ordinance  re- 
reported  by  rhe  majority  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sweetser— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  very  im- 
portant for  us  to  settle  this  matter  of  the  reorgan- 
ization of  tbis  Water  Board  one  way  or  the  other. 
With  no  president  of  tht  Cochituate  Water  Board, 
when  there  is  so  much  business  to  do.  it  is  very 
important  that  we  should  decide  at  once  whether 
we  shall  continue  the  present  system,  or  adopt 
either  the  u  ajority  or  minority  tepotts  of  the 
committee  presented  three  weeks  ago.  I  hope 
the  majority  report  will  be  adopted,  and  that  we 
shall  appoint  a  president  of  the  board  who  can 
devote  more  oi  less  time  to  the  interest  of  the 
city,  who  shall  be  on  baud  at  the  office  to 
answer  any  questions  tbat  may  be  put  to  him, 
and  render  any  assistance  that  the  erjsriueer 
may  need  at  any  time;  and  that  we  shall  have  a 
board  of  men  eminently  qualified  to  construct  the 
new  works.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  report  of  ttie 
majority  is  a  compromise  with  the  various  plans 
that  have  been  pi  eseuted  here  from  time  to  time, 
and  upon  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  agree. 
I  don't  wish  to  take  up  the  nine  of  the  Council  by 
discussing  the  question,  as  I  think  the  members 
fully  understand  it;  but  I  do  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  something  being  done. 
The  terms  of  two  members  of  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  have  expired,  and  the  Cochituate  Boar,; 
have  had  no  president  since  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Gogin. 

The  ordiuance  of  the  majority  was  read  a  Second 
time— 31  for.  9  against— and  put  upon  its  passage. 


JUNE       3,       1875, 


328 


Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  voted  for  this  ordinance, 
but  I  must  confess  that  I  think  a  matter  of  that 
importance  ought  not  to  be  passed  without  some 
considerable  explanation  of  its  merits  further 
than  what  we  have  had  from  the  worihy  gentle- 
man from  the  Tenth  Ward.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
important,  if  not  the  most  important  acts  under 
the  consideration  of  the  City  Government,  <tnd  I 
hone  until  some  further  explanation  of  its  merits 
and  the  bearing  of  this  one-man  power  shall  be 
more  lully  discussed  than  it  has  been,  1  hope 
it  will  not  st*nd  in  its  present  position  and  be 
passed  almo.-t  without  comment.  I  voted  with 
my  friend  because  I  wanted  to  have  the  matter 
b;ought  up  and  distinctly  explained;  but  the  ex- 
planation certainly  has  n't  been  rendered.  It  is 
to  give  great  power  to  one  man.  Now,  sir,  the 
one-man  power  in  the  proper  place  is  very  desira- 
ble; but  upon  a  matter  so  important  as  this  it 
does  seem  to  ine  it  needs  more  explanation  before 
it  ought  to  pass.  As  one  member  of  the  Council  I 
desire  more  knowledge,  and  in  justice  to  the  pub- 
lic I  think  it  ought  to  be  explained,  so  that  they 
may  know  the  reasons  why  and  wherefore  we  pass 
upon  this  matter. 

Mr.  Bay  of  Ward  t— I  mo^e  to  substitute  toe 
ordinance  reported  by  the  minority  for  that  re- 
ported by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker  ot  Ward  6—1  was  about  to  make 
the  same  motion,  and  I  would  merely  say  that  I 
hope  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  minouty  will 
be  substituted.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  constitutes 
much  the  better  board.  Theie  are  very  serious 
objections  to  the  hoard  as  pi onosed  to  be  consti- 
tuted by  the  majority  of  the  Water  Committee. 
It  is  likely  to  work  badly  by  having  one  paid  mem- 
ber and  the  otbeis  serwng  without  pay.  That 
is  a  system  which  has  never  yet  been 
tried  in  this  City  Government.  It  seems  tome 
that  it  is  probable  that  the  members  who  serve 
without  pay  will  leave  all  the  disagreeable  parts 
of  the  duty  to  the  man  who  is  paid,  and  shirk 
their  work  altogether,  or  on'y  interfere  to  block 
the  wheels  of  progress  in  that  department;  while 
at  the  same  time  the  responsibility  will  be  re- 
moved from  the  paid  member,  and  he  cannot  be 
held  accountable.  He  will  oe  able  to  s»j,  acd 
with  good  reason,  wnen  anything  goes  wrong, 
that  he  was  interfered  with  so  much  by  the  other 
members-  that  he  cani.ot  do  anything  witnout 
their  consent — that  thiues  are  not  as  he  would 
want  them  to  be,  and  that  he  is  not  responsible 
for  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  unpaid  mem- 
bers will  say,  we  know  nothing  about  this;  the 
whole  thing  is  run  by  the  paid  member,  and  you 
must  look  to  him  and  hold  him  responsible. 
The  whole  thing  will  be  shirked  by  the  different 
branches  of  the  board,  and  I  believe  the  system 
will  work  badly.  For  these  reasons— to  state 
thetn  briefly — 1  hope  the  minority  report  will  be 
substiruted  for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  don't  know  that  I  can 
greatly  enlighten  the  Council  in  this  matter,  but 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat  remind  me  ve'-y  forcibly  of  a  young 
damsel  who  was  observed  in  bitter  tabulation 
about  the  time  the  troops  were  going  to  war. 
When  asked  why  she  was  weeping,  she  remarked 
that  if  she  should  be  married  and  should 
have  a  baby,  and  that  baby  should  be 
a  boy,  and  grow  up  to  be  a  soldier  and 
go  off  to  the  war,  how  unhappy  she  should 
be.  A.  great  many  obstacles  were  raised  be- 
fore that  soldier  could  go  off  to  the  war,  and  I 
should  think  it  will  be  the  same  with  the  obsta- 
cles against  tuiswatet  ordinance.  They  are  largely 
imaginary,  and  drawn  from  a  fertile  imagination 
rather  than  from  the  results  of  direct  experience 
of  the  working  of  such  a  boartl.  It  is  plain  to  the 
most  casual  observer  that  we  must  do  something 
with  the  Boston  Water  Board.  A.ny  person  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  duties  devolving  upon  it, 
any  one  giviua  the  most  careful  attention  to  the 
work  required  of  it,  knows  that  something  must 
be  done.  What  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it,  are  the 
questions  pressing  upon  the  City  Government, 
and  there  are  almost  as  manv  minds  as  there  are 
members.  But  this  point  stands  out  in  bold  relief: 
by  general  consent  it  is  •idmitted  that  if  we  could 
have  one  man — this  very  one-man  power  that 
is  so  much  opposed  and  objected  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman trom  Ward  5 — is  what  we  must  have  if  we 
wish  an  efficient  administration  of  the  Water 
Board.  And  I  think  it  is  true  that  the  entire 
amount  of  labor  devolving  upon  that  board 
is  no  more  than  can  be  done  by  one  man 
giving  his  whole  attention  *o  the  work.  But 
the    obstacle   comes    at    ence  —  Where    is    the 


man?  who  is  the  man?  and  can  we  trust 
him?  It  has  been  found  in  all  large  trusts 
that  it  is  not  sate  to  put  such  lmge 
functions  in  one  man's  hands,  for  the  reason  that 
they  have  been  abused.  Some  think  there  should 
be  a  commission  of  three  paid  members;  a  large 
number  believe  there  should  be  a  larger  body  for 
consultation  jnd  debate  as  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued,  with  an  executive  head  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  ot  the  board,  and  I  count  myself  onr  of 
this  number.  What  we  want  are  safety,  efficien- 
cy, and  a  sufficient  number  to  discuss  questions 
arising  and  settle  them  in  the  interest  ot  the  city. 
I  believe  it  is  important  that  all  matters  apper- 
taining ro  the  enlargement  and  extension  of 
the  works,  and  to  tne  details  of  the  depart- 
ment should  come  before  the  full  board  for  deter- 
mination and  settlement,  and  I  believe  it  is  highly 
important  that  members  of  the  City  Government 
should  be  members  of  the  Water  Board.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  city  in  another  board  (the  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Insntutio  s)  has  shown  conclu- 
sively that  members  of  the  City  Council  should 
have  the  benefit  of  having  some  "t  their  number 
members  of  that  board,  in  ordtr  that  there  may 
be  perfect  harmony  between  the  Council  and  the 
boata,  not  only  tor  the  adoption  of  plans  and  the 
matuiing  of  the  wotk,  but  for  the  pioper  con- 
sideration of  the  necessary  resolves  foi  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  and  tbat  there  may  be 
those  on  this  floor  who  know  of  their  own 
knowledge,  and  have  access  to  tne  books  and  the 
estimates  ot  the  engineers;  so  that  we  shall  not 
ha^e  to  depend  upon  the  courtesy  of  a^y  oae,  or 
lun  the  chance  of  getting  wroug  information  by 
the  miscourtesy  of  anyone.  Now,  sir,  one  great 
obstacle  in  the  way  ol  tuis  board  is  the  fact  that 
taere  is  one  salaried  officer- -or  the  bugbear  of  the 
one-man  power.  The  President  of  this  board 
should  be  a  man  who  is  aole  to  lead  their 
deliberations,  shape  their  policy  and  pre- 
pare the  matter  for  this  board.  It  is  also 
admitted  that  the  time  of  one  man  in  the 
executive  administration  of  the  board  is  suffi- 
cient. If  that  is  so  why  should  we  ha^e  three 
men  on  salaries?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  unneces- 
sary And  then  comes  in  this  point,  sir,  tbat  to 
pay  salaries  to  three  men  having  coordinate 
duties,  and  equal  salanes  would  require  a  larger 
sum  of  money  than  would  be  needed  under  the 
bill  reported  "by  the  committee.  For  instance,  the 
customary  salary  of  commissioners  under  our 
organization  is  fiorn  $3500  tc  $4000.  Now.  sir,  any 
one  who  is  familiar  with  the  class  of  skill  ana  the 
class  of  men  required  to  discharge  the  tunctions 
of  this  office  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  $3500 
or  $4000  will  obtain  the  man  tbat  the  city  of  Boston 
needs  in  the  present  "exigency.  Supoose  then 
that  we  should  fix  the  salary  at  $5000,  and  we 
have  more  labor  than  we  want,  and  more  time 
than  is  necessary.  On  the  other  band,  suppose 
that  we,  in  a  stretch  of  liberality,  should  fix  the 
salary  of  this  chairman  at  $7500,  and  that  he 
should  be  a  man  who  will  represent  the  city,  iiho 
will  understand  the  wants  of  the  board  and  of 
the  department,  and  make  al!  of  bis  arrangements 
in  keepiiig.a  man  who  will  commaud  the  respect  of 
the  City  Government  and  ot  his  associates.  I  don't 
hesitate  to  say,  sir,  that  it  will  be  perfectly  possi 
ble  to  obtain  the  services  of  men  as  honorary 
members  of  the  board — citizens  who  cak  give  a 
sufficient  portion  of  cheir  time  to  attend  to  its  de- 
liberations, its  business  meetings,  to  shape  its  pol- 
icy, and  look  to  the  President  as  the  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  board,  who  is  to  devote  all  his  time  to 
the  business  of  the  board.  I  say  it  is  no  matter 
of  imagination  in  ine  to  suppose  that  that  is  the 
case.  It  has  been  done  in  oiher  cities,  and  can  be 
done  here.  Probaoly  the  most  successful 
administration  of  public  trust  that  the  history 
of  public  affairs  on  this  continent  shows 
was  chat  of  the  construction  of  Central  Park  in 
New  York,  involving  the  time  of  a  board  of  seven 
commisoioners  from  1857  or  '58  until  1870,  when 
they  were  located  by  tha  Ring  administration, 
which  obtained  control  in  the  citv  of  New  York; 
and  the  organization  of  that  board  was  almost 
identical  with  the  plan  proposed  here.  There 
was  a  larger  and  honorary  board,  and  the  con- 
troller of  the  board  was  the  only  salaried  admin- 
istrative officer.  The  administration  of  tbat 
board  was  singularly  honorable,  economical  and 
successful.  Therefore  it  is  looked  upon  with 
pride  by  New  Yorkers,  and  witn  envy  and 
admiratioQ  by  the  whole  country.  The  ex- 
penditures, I  think,  amounted  to  something 
like  $12,000,000,  and  it  was  administered 
successfully  in   every  particular  by    the  board, 
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whose  services  were  performed  gratuitously, 
except  those  of  the  Controller,  who  was  paid. 
Take  our  own  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutio  s,  which  contain  this  element  of  representa- 
tion in  the  City  Council,  the  only  difference  beiDg 
the  bestowal  of  a  salaiy  upon  tne  president,  who 
in  this  case  would  give  all  his  time,  which 
is  not  exacted  of  the  president  of  the  Directors 
of  Pu'olic  Institutions.  Take  the  workings 
of  the  Croto.i  Water  Beard  of  New  Yuik  in  1866 
and  1867.  That  boa'd  was  oouipo-ed  of  tbrse 
membero  and  the  engineer  o£  the  Ciotoo  Water 
Boarri  was  president  of  the  board;  and  he  had 
with  him  a  commissioner  and  assistanr  c  miuig- 
sioner,  Tbs  salary  of  the  engineer  was  $17500  aod 
the  salaiy  of  his  associates  $5000.  There  was  a 
specimen  of  one-man  power;  tor  it  was  stated  to 
m;  by  thar,  engineer  himself  that  the  -whole  work 
of  buildin"  a  reservoir  in  the  upper  part  of  New 
Yoik,  costing  bet  ^een  two  and  three  tnilioos  of 
dollars,  was  executed  without  a  plan  b  ing  ac- 
cepted bv  the  board  because  his  associates  did 
not  understand  the  details  and  did  not  want 
to  take  tne  responsibility.  'J~bey  left  it 
entirely  to  him,  th"  d.  atts  were  drawn  on  the  city 
tieasury,  the  ork  completed  and  turned  over  to 
their  successors.  What  I  desiie  ro  fee  accom- 
plished i-  to  see  responsibility  vested  in  one  man, 
wno  sba1!  be  the  executive  bead  <  f  a  boaid  large 
enough  to  secMi<-  Uat  wisdom  which  results  from 
a  multitude  of  counsellors,  and  not  ti  have  a  little 
close  coiporaiion  with  ways  of  their  own,iade- 
peadeut  of  the  City  Government.  Ws  all  know 
the  weak*  ess  of  gentl  men  having  large  posvers 
in  their  hands,  vvitn  oo  ore  to  look  after  them.  I 
simply  desire  that  such  checks  and  balances 
shall  be  thrown  around  the  executive 
branches  of  this  Government  that  we  can 
have  that  r.ropcr  selection  of  methods  and 
plans  and  policy  that  is  wanted  in  the  Water 
Board  today.  The  policy  having  been  shaped, 
details  arranged  for  execution,  the  executive  of- 
ficer can  see  that  they  are  properly  carried  out. 
I  am  not  entir-lv  in  favor  of  the  method  of  ap- 
pointing the  president  of  this  board.  At  the  out- 
set I  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  Che  election  cf 
the  oi  evident  by  the  board  itself;  and  I  believe 
now  that  is  where  the  choice  should  be  made. 
When  the  committee  came  together  to  consider 
the  subject,  we  found  ourselves  at  variance,  and 
it  was  thought  that  a  compromise  of  this 
kind  would  secure  an  harmonious  report. 
With  that  end  in  view,  I  consented  to  thio 
proposition;  but  it  seems  that  two  gentlemen  re- 
canted, changed  their  minds  and  made  a  minotity 
report.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  I  am  in  a  sense  lb- 
solved,  from  any  duty  I  may  have,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  of  standing  by  the  report  of  the 
majority  in  that  particular.  I  should  then  fore 
sanction  a  change  of  the  plan  of  appointing  the 
president  to  an  election  by  the  board  itself, 
though  I  would  oot  initiate  the  movement  myself; 
After  a  careful  consideration  and  examination  of 
the  workings  of  the  same  svstem  in  other  cities,  I 
think  it  is  the  safest  and  best  method  at  the  pres- 
ent juncture  to  elect  this  board  as  provided  in  the 
majority,  barring  out  the  little  change  I  have  allud- 
ed to.  During  the  construction  of  the  new  works, 
which  will  occupy  the  better  part  of  two  years, 
and  perhaps  run  into  the  third  year,  there  is  need 
of  some  one  person,  and  not  more  than  one  per- 
son, who  shall  be  present  at  the  office  of  the  board 
during  certain  hours  in  the  day.  who  shall  exam- 
ine the  work  at  the  proper  times  and  be  person  il- 
ly cognizant  of  the  affairs  of  the  department.  It 
is  the  need  of  that  officer  that  has  caused  the 
resignation  of  the  president  of  the  board  and  pre- 
cipitated this  complication  upon  us.  Mr.  Gogin 
ha.s  said  to  me  frequently  that  one  salaried  officer 
is  sufficient,  and  he,  knowing  what  would  be 
required,  would  be  willing  to  serve  as  an 
honorary  memoer  of  ths  board,  giving  such  time 
as  is  necessary  in  examining,  deliberating  upon 
and  maturing  the  plan  anil  the  necessary  orders 
to  be  passed;  and  I  believe  that  is  ti  lie  of  those 
gentlemen  who  nave  served  upon  the  board,  and 
that  they  will  be  willing  to  cooperate  upon  a 
board  of  this  kind.  1  think  we  tan  get  a  better 
board  by  this  plan  than  if  we  have  three  paid 
men.  Therefore,  after  a  consideration  of  all  the 
methods  which  can  be  availed  cf  at  this  juncture, 
I  feel  that  the  report  of  the  majotity  will  meet 
my  views  better  than  any  other,  and  I  will  give  it 
my  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  was  surprised  to  be  so 
soon  reminded  of  a  young  woman  I  bad  read 
about  in  the  Transcript  this  evening,  in  the  letter 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Fitzgerald]  to 


the  editor  of  the  Pilot;  but  when  the  gentleman 
came  to  make  tbs  application  ot  the  tory  I  didn't 
see  that  he  wa-  equal  to  the  occasion.  I  amy-t 
in  the  dark  as  to  how  I  resemble  that  young  wo- 
man. But,  to  be  serious  upon  this  subject,  the 
matter  lies  simply  here;  the  majority  propose 
that  there  shall  be  nine  members  of  this  Water 
Board,  one  paid  and  tn>*  others  serving  without 
pay;  the  o  e  who  is  paid  having  to  more  authori- 
ty, and  bis  v  te  countii  g  no  more,  than  that  of 
any  of  the  other  eight.  His  po  :er,  as  a  member 
of  the  board,  wheu  it  comes  to  a  t-st  ques- 
tion, is  no  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
member,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
we  eive  him  ^ower  and  hold  him  responsible 
for  tne  labor  we  expect  or  bio?,  that  would  be  one 
thing;  but  he  is  liable  at  anv  moment  to  have  a 
small  number  of  these  outside  members  coming 
in  to  blcei  the  wheels  and  prevent  bim  from  do- 
ing what  he  ihiuks  ought  to  b  -  doi.s.  He  will  be 
supposed  to  know  all  about  the  thing  aad  to  have 
stuaied  up  the  whok-busi  ess  of  the  Water  Board; 
but  if  he  has  only  ote  vote  out  >if  nine  to  carry 
out  his  views  it  seems  re  me  that  under  those  cir- 
cumsta  ces  he  oar  well  say  th  t  he  is  r.ot  iespon- 
sibte  tor  the  way  things  are  done  or  left  undone. 
We  ought  to  have  some  one  in  the  Wat°r  Boaro. 
to  whom  we  can  look  aod  hold  responsible  to;  the 
things  that  are  do  a.  .  so  that  when  anything  is  doue 
wroog  we  cannot  have  it  said  by  everybody.  Why, 
that  was  ::.'t  my  doing;  or  throw  it  off  fiom  one 
man  ro  another,  so  that  no  one  win  know  who  did 
it.  If  there  are  tbiee  men  upon  the  board,  u  will 
take  two  to  carry  out  a  measure,  a'  d  there  will  be 
a  drect  responsibility.  The  gi eat  trouble  in  the 
City  Government  is  the  shirking  of  responsibility  ; 
we  cannot  tell  whose  fault  it  was  whei,  a  thijg  is 
done  or  left  undone.  It  is  so  in  this  Council,  com- 
posed ot  a  large  body  of  men — we  cao^ct  tell  who 
is  responsible  for  anything;  and  it  will  be  the 
same  in  the  Water  Board  oroposed  by  the  majoi- 
ity.  The  president  will  say  he  had  beeu 
so  interfered  with  that  his  plans  could 
n->t  be  curried  out;  while  others  would 
say,  We  had  to  trust  it  to  the  president. and  there- 
fore we  are  not  responsible.  It  seem-  to  me  to  be 
no  great  wotk  of  imagination  to  arrive  at  the 
opinion  that  such  a  difficulty  will  arise,  though  it 
is  not  certain  to  occur.  It  may  be  tnat  this  scheme 
worked  well  iu  ihe  case  of  Ceitral  Park  in  New 
York,  and  that  it  may  have  done  so  in  other  cases ; 
but,  because  that  is  the  caae,  it  don't  follow  tnat 
we  ought  to  adopt  it  in  another  case.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  we  will  have  one  nisn  with  no  re- 
sponsibility or  three  men  upon  whom  the  respon- 
sibility caii  be  fixed. 

Mr.  Howe?  of  Ward  11 — The  difficulty  with  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward  12  is  that 
it  proves  too  much.  If  this  system  of  having  a 
loose  commission,  in  which  one  man  is  paid  and 
eight,  or  an  indefinite  number,  are  not,  is  so  ad- 
vantageous a«  he  claims  it  to  be,  it  certainly 
ought  to  be  applied  to  even-  department.  But 
the  difficulty  with  that  plan,  as  I  conceive  it.  is 
this :  the  paid  commissioner  will  have  all  the 
power  and  the  other  membeis  v?iU  be  nonentities 
Admitting  that  the  system  worked  well  in  the 
case  of  Central  Paik,  and  that  it  may  do  so  in  all 
others,  the  city  might  as  well  have  one  man  ap- 
pointed to  be  Water  or  Health  Commissioner  and 
have  entire  chiige  of  the  department.  But  such 
principles  are,  to  my  rnmd,  repugnant  to  the  the- 
ory of  our  City  Governme.it.  They  do  very 
well  if  you  have  the  rkrht  man.  If  this  commis- 
sion is  appointed  m  this  wav,  it  seems  to  me  ut- 
terly impossible  but  for  it  to  result  iu  one  of  two 
things,  either  the  paid  commissioner  must  be  a 
small  autocrat  in  his  way,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  board  his  humble  s-rvants,  or  else  he  will 
be  merely  the  secretary  to  register  the  decrees  of 
the  board.  If  ha  is  a  man  of  strong  mental  cali- 
bre he  will  oven  ule  them,  and  compel  them  to 
acquiesce ;  if  they  are  stronger  than  he  is.  he  will 
sink  down  to  a  mere  assistant.  I  do  not  think  we 
desire  either  of  these  two.  The  plan  proposed  by 
the  majority  is  more  intricate  than  the  present 
system  of  a 'loose  commission;  it  offers  neither  the 
satisfaction  ot  the  present  oce,  nor  the  compact- 
ness and  efficiency  of  a  paid  hoard.  I  hope  the 
report  of  the  minority  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — When  I  first  read  these 
reports  I  felt  that  that  of  the  minority  came  uearer 
my  views  on  the  subject  than  that  of  the  majori- 
ty ;  out  on  reflection. "and  especially  after  hearing 
what  seems  to  have  been  the  excellent  arguinen't 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 1  think  that  the 
majority  report  ought  to  be  accepted,  for  the 
reason  that  the  work  under  a  board  so  organized 
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would  be  better  done,  anil  we  should  more  diiect- 
ly  get  at  the  result-  for  which  we  strive.  Geteral- 
ly  in  works  of  a  public  uatuie  it  is  ar.  excellent 
plan  for  CB  to  take  notice  of  what  is  done  by  men 
of  intelligence  and  experiei.C-  in  laige  business 
affairs.  It  is  always  found  that  sucii  iiuividuals, 
who  have  much  at  stake,  manage  their  affaiis 
mor.  economically  and  bettei  in  every  way  thai 
those  ot  a  public  nature  ate  managed.  It  fesms 
to  ine  that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  majority  of 
the-  committee  comes  near  i  that  which  would  be 
adopted  by  individuals,  and  tor  this  reason:  un- 
der this  ordinance  the  president  would  stand 
somewhat  in  the  position  of  a  president  cf  a  large 
bank  wiih  his  fight  directors.  He  is  expected  to 
take  all  the  responsibility,  lay  out  tne  work  and 
pr.  sent  it  to  his  directors  to  have  their  judgment 
upon  it;  he  is  bound  by  tb  lr  votes:  he  cannot 
take  action  if  they  vot;  co  the  contrary  ;  he  can 
have  all  the  advice  and  suggestions  tbey  aie  ca- 
pable ot  giviuo-,  and  finally  the  re5ponsibility 
rests  upon  Dim.  As  was  sugge.  ted  by  the  gvntle- 
man  from  Ward  12,  keeping  in  view  the  question 
ot  economy,  the  city  can  afford  to  pay 
such  a  man  a  libeial  salary,  and  thereby 
command  the  services  of  one  of  first-rate 
ability,  and  ctill  have  it  cost  much  less  than  if  the 
salaries  were  divided  among  three  men.  The  re- 
sult will  probably  be  that  the  amount  paid  for  the 
salary  would  be  altogether  out  of  piopoi  tion  to 
the  woik  done,  or  else  it  would  be  divided  so  tliat, 
instead  of  giving  one  first-class  man  a  largv  8  1- 
aiy,  we  should  pay  three  secouc  or  third  class 
men  small  salaries.  I  did  not  anticipate  any  of 
the  ideas  suggested  by  the  geutleman  fiom  Ward 
11.  He  seems  to  imply  that  this  form  would  be 
contrary  10  all  practice  in  the  City  Government, 
and,  if  my  inference  is  right,  it  would  be  some- 
what undemocratic.  It  strikes  me  entire- 
ly different.  If  it  were  left  to  thiee 
men,  ann  the  Council  were  not  represent- 
ed, that,  to  repeat  au  expression  us«»d 
once  botore  tonight,  would  certainly  be  a  sort  of 
close  eorpoiaciou,  whose  proceedings  u  would  be 
extieinely  difficult  to  rind  out,  and  who  might  take 
action  contrary  to  the  views  of  the  City  Council. 
By  the  majority  report  Hie  City  Council  is  veiy 
well  represented  on  the  board;  if  any  question 
comes  up  concerning  the  working  of  th»  board,  or 
if  any  question  aii-es  in  the  Council  as  to  the  «.x- 
pendituie,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  to  answer  the  questions  pro- 
posed, to  explain  a^ayfalse  imoressions.  keep  the 
board  in  better  accord  with  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  keep  the  Council  better  informed 
ot  what  is  goi;.ar  on  in  the  board.  Theie 
will  men  be  less  to  ri«k  of  anything 
wrone  being  done,  because  the  City  Council  will 
always  have  an  opportunity  to  call  tne  boaid  to 
account  by  requiring  an  explanation  from  the 
members  on  this  floor;  uhereas,  if  it  had  to  be 
done  througa  an  investigating  committee,  the 
perforata  ceof  the  duty  may  be  shun'  eo  and  put 
off,  and  we  should  not  get  at  the  facts  «o  well  as 
we  would  under  (he  sysiem  proposed  by  the  ma- 
jority The  gentleman  from  Waid  12  has  made 
an  excellent  and  almost  exhaustive  argument 
upon  the  merits  ot  the  question,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  .o  repeat  what  has  been  said.  1  also 
like  his  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment ot  president;  not  that  I  have 
not  confidence  that  if  the  thing  were 
started  today,  the  Mayor  would  make  an  excellent 
appointment,  but  as  a  matter  of  principle,  I  think 
that  this  board  of  nine  meo,  chosen  for  their  pecu- 
liai  knowledge  or  adapt  tion  to  the  proposed 
business,  would  be  butler  qualified  to  choote  their 
own  president,  and  liave  better  opportunities  of 
ascertaining  his  fitness,  than  perhaps  the  Mayor 
might  nave.  Therefore  I  hope  the  majority  ie- 
port  will  pass,  and  that  the  amendment  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  be  incor- 
porated i  ii  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wasd  5—1  am  very  glad  I  suggest- 
ed discussion  upon  this  subject.  It  has  brought 
out  a  good  deal  of  light.  Now,  sir,  I  like  very 
much  .uost  of  what  th^  gentlemen  fiom  Ward  12 
has  said;  it  shows  that  he  understands  the  .-ub- 
j»-ctof  apaik.  But  nevertheless  I  am  quite  as 
familiar  with  the  park  question  in  New  York, 
and  I  have  studied  that  matter  for  many  year  . 
The  first  law  for  a  park  was  passed  in  1856,  and  it 
empowered  a  large  body  nf  nine  or  eleven  com- 
missioners—I  tli"k  it  was  nine— and  the  (Fork 
was  commenced  that  year.  Prom  year  to  year 
that  body  was  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  and 
now  they  have  got  down  to  a  practical  working 
body,     which      it      was      all     the     time,     but 


had  to  be  changed.  My  friend  ought  to 
know;  that  instead  ot  $12,000,000,  they  have 
spent  $63,000,000,  u;i  to  the  first  ot  last 
February,  which  has  been  the  cost  of  the 
parks  of  New  York,  r  state  it  oa  my  own  respon- 
sibility and  I  know  it.  Thirty-two  million ,  of  the 
amount  have  besu  contributed  bv  the  abutters, 
and  of  the  $31,000,000  paid  out  of  the  city  treasury 
$26,000,000  have  been  got  back  by  taxation,  and 
the  icsult  is,  today,  that  the  cost  ot  the  parks 
is  less  than  $6,000,000,  and  if  thev  go  on  m 
the  same  ratio  as  tl.ey  have  goi  e  on,  at  the  end  of 
one  year  from  last  February  tbey  will  have  paid 
every  dollar  of  that,  and  in  the  next  five 
years,  in  the  same  ratio,  they  will  have 
paid  every  dollar  of  tne  entire  park  debt  and 
left  eleven  millions  in  the  treasury  to  me  credit  of 
Central  Park.  That  has  been  the  great  success  of 
the  Paik  Commission  in  New  York.  I  wont  say  it 
is  the  only  one,  but  it  is  the  only  one  I  have  studied 
thoroughly.  Now.  consistency  is  said  be  be  a 
jewel,  and  it  is  a  bright  One.  A  f tw  month*  ago 
we  had  before  Uo  the  question  of  a  park  commis- 
sion, a  d  it  was  proposed  that  no  mtm'oer  of  the 
City  Council  si  ould  ne  a  member  of  the  commis- 
sion at  the  same  time.  My  worthy  friend  from 
Ward  9  [Mr.  Jaqnts]  advocateo  that  proposition  ; 
but  he  comes  in  today  ai_d  says  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary that  some  inembeis  of  the  water  commission 
should  bo  membeis  of  the  City  Council.  "Consis- 
tency, thou  art  a  jewel."  At  that  time  I  advo- 
cated s.n  amendment  offered  by  th-  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  (Mr.  Pe^booy]  and  seconded  by  nis 
able  colleague.  I  believen  i.  to  be  right  then,  and 
I  believe  it  to  be  right  cow.  I  have  h,  d  the  pleis- 
ure  of  voting  for  gentlemen  here  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Watei  Boaid;  they  are  men 
competent  for  their  places,  and  I  should 
do  so  today  if  the  ordinance  were  of  that 
nature.  But  I  believe  the  body  too  large. 
I  want  a  practical  working  body,  but  upon  the 
same  principle  by  which  auoost  eveiybody  voted 
for  the  amendment  to  the  paik  Older,  by  which 
no  member  of  that  commission  could  be  members 
ot  the  City  Government.  I  say  that  no  member 
of  the  Citv  Council  should  be  a  member  of  the 
Water  Board.  Either  drop  one  or  the  other.  I 
believe  this  discussion  is  going  to  do  a  great  deal 
of  good  upon  thU  important  measure.  bet  us 
hav<-  a  good  Water  Board.  If  the  bank  directors 
that  my  friend  speaks  of  had  done  their  duty, 
and  not  left  everything  to  the  president,  Abra- 
ham Jackson  would  not  have  swindled  people  out 
of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dolla-s.  I  nelieve 
that  every  man  who  is  a  bank  director  owes  it 
to  the  stockholders  ana  the  public  to  examine 
every  piece  of  papei  that  passes  through  the 
bank.  I  would  n't  leave  this  question  to  one  man. 
Let  us  have  tbre>-  paid  men,  and  pay  them  well. 
Give  us  three  good,  able  men ;  I  care  not  who 
they  are.  Give  me  brains,  first-class  brairs.  I 
don't  care  whether  he  be  from  one  class  of 
the  commuuity  or  another.  I  go  for  com- 
petency. My  friend  from  Ward  9  wants  a 
fust-class  man— I  don't  mean  those  men  who  are 
rated  fir  t  cla  ss  because  the  y  walk  in  cert  ain  oaths 
of  life.  Give  me  discretion,  brains,  men  who  dare 
ro  do  right,  men  bold  enough  to  declare  an  opinion 
and  standby  it.  It  it  is  shown  that  he  is  wrong, 
he  will  take  the  back  track  as  I  hav«  done  two  or 
three  times  here.  I  care  not  which  ward  he  comes 
from  or  lives  in,  oi  to  what  church  he  belongs, 
or  what  the  color  of  his  cheek.  I  remember  our 
great  war  governor  said  —I  heard  it  from  his  own 
lips— ''I  know  not  what  reward  or  punishment 
awaits  me  in  ihe  world  to  ccme ;  but,  sir,  this  I  do 
know,  that  I  never  w^s  so  mean  as  to  despise  a 
man  because  he  was  poor,  because  ho  was  igno- 
rant, or  oecause  he  was  black  "  I  don't  call  up 
the  classes  of  society.  Call  up  men  of  brains  and 
judgment  and  put  them  upon  your  Water  Board, 
whether  they  live  upon  Beacon  Hill,  Fort  Hill  or 
Bunker  Hill,  or  in  the  sickly  valley  of  the  Back 
Bav.  Give  me  three  men  who  would  sit  down 
and  con  over  every  question  aua  contract  with- 
out fear  and  without  favor. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  has  stated  the  case  fairly  and  well,  so  far 
as  the  large  number  of  the  board  is  concerned. 
The  illustration  of  the  bank  director,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  a  very  poor  one.  In  this  case  it  is  intended 
that  the  entire  board  shall  meet  every  day,  "pre- 
serve complete  records  ot  their  meeting,  giving 
the  names  of  the  members  present,  their  votes 
and  doings  thereat,''  etc.  I  do  not  understand 
that  the  bank  duectors  meet  every  day,  and 
1  don't  s.-e  how  this  department  can  be  carried 
on  without  the  board  meeting  every  dj.y.    I  don't 
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see  1  ow  a  majority  of  five  can  be  compelled 
to  come  every  day.  ana  I  think  there  should 
be  something: 'to  meet  tbat  objection.  As  to  the 
board  selecting  its  own  chairman,  that  seems  to 
be  veiy  foolish  ice eed.  It  is  said  that  it  maybe 
well  to  pay  the  president  $7500  or  some  large  sal- 
ary. We  want  an  efficient  man  for  president;  lie 
must  be  selected  in  advance,  and  it  is  foolish  to 
suppose  tbat  all  tbese  gentlemen  would  be  worth 
$7500.  Nine  men  would  be  chosen  by  the  City 
Council  and  thev  would  choo=«  one  ot  their  num- 
ber to  receive  an  exorbitant  salary.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  president  must  b«  selected  before  he 
comes  into  the  board,  or  the  eight  other  members 
must  suggest  bim,  so  that  it  would  be  virtually 
taking  the  election  out  of  their  trsnds. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  "Ward  9—1  suppose  it  is  expected 
tbat  I  should  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5.  I  have  no  wish  to  weary  the  patience  of  the 
Council,  and  will  only  allude  to  one  point,  and 
that  is  a  want  of  consistency  in  advocating  that 
member?  of  the  Council  shall  be  members  of  this 
board  while  I  opposed  their  being  on  the  Park 
Commission.  It  seems  to  ms  that  there  is  this 
differenc  —  In  the  first  place  I  don't  recollect 
ever  offering  anv  aoendvnent  to  the  park  order 
or  ever  taking  any  special  part  in  regard  to  that 
order,  whatever,  and  I  am  willing  to  let  that 
pass.  But  the  difference  seems  to  be  this — 
In  the  Park  Commission  the  commissioners 
are  to  have  a  wice  rsnge  for  their  judg- 
ment, and  discretion;  they  ara  to  select  the 
locality  for  a  p-uk  and  the  Council  is  to  provide 
the  money  to  pay  for  it.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  the  two  departments  should  be  entirely 
distinct.  But  in  the  case  of  the  Water  Board  the 
president  is  the  executive  officer  and  the  rest  of 
the  msmbers  are  advisory.  Tie  duties  of  tbat 
board  are  of  an  administrative  nature ;  the  work 
will  soon  become  a  regular  routine  duty,  requir- 
ing the  attention  of  one  thoroughly  competent 
man.  and  the  rest  of  the  board  are" to  act  as  ad- 
visers. Another  gentleman  thinks  my  analogy  in 
regard  to  the  ban k  president  is  a  poor  one.  It  may 
be  so.  I  merely  alluded  to  it  as  one  nacurally 
occurring  to  me.  But  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  not  so  misapolied  as  be  seems  to  suggest.  He 
seems  to  imply  that  it  is  tor  the  president  to  carry 
on  i he  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  that  the  directors 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  know  that  in  the 
Dank  with  which  I  am  connected  the  board  has  a 
great  deal  to  do  in  saying  what  should  be  done. 
We  have  regular  meetings,  an!  no  note  is  dis- 
counted without  the  action  of  the  board.  The 
president  is  the  executive  officer  of  the  board, 
and  the  directors  say  what  shall  be  done;  be  can- 
not tabs  the  responsibility  ot  exercising  his  judg- 
ment in  a  case  except  it  is  approved  by  his  board. 
So  it  seems  that  in  this  case  the  president 
would  not  require  a  meeting  of  his  board 
every  day,  or  very  frequently,  but  in  the 
regular  routine  of  his  duties,  as  previously  agreed 
upon  at  some  meeting  of  the  board,  be  would  be 
doin^r  ibe  administrative  duties  of  his  office.  It 
is  highly  impoitant  that  there  should  be  one 
man  there  all  the  time,  who  is  charged  with  such 
auties.  In  regard  to  the  importance  of  having  a 
first-cljss  man,  I  don't  think  it  is  necessary  to  de- 
fine what  tbat  means,  although  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  term.  I 
think  every  man  of  intelligence  heie  feels  that 
we  do  need  a  first-class  man  for  a  president  of 
the  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  21 — I  hope  the  majority  re- 
port will  preva'l.  The  matter  has  been  pretty 
well  discussed,  and  I  am  of  the  opir  ion  that  one 
paid  man  will  answer  the  purpose  as  well  as  three, 
inasmuch  as  the  board  will  meet  to  transact  im- 
portant business.  In  conversation  with  some 
gentlemen  or.  the  Water  Board  in  Chariestown, 
they  expressed  the  opinion  thrt  one  competent 
salaried  head  would  be  an  advantage,  ami  they 
thought  that  would  obviate  the  present  difficulty, 
After  hearing  the  argumeut  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12, 1  should  prefer  to  vote  for  the 
majoiitv  report  in  place  of  tbat  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  Wil  or.  of  W  aid  12—1  dssire  to  make  a  little 
more  plain  the  idea  I  bad  in  comparing  the  larger 
and  tlie  smaller  boards,  l  took  oaeasion  to  speak 
of  the  experience  of  the  Croton  Yater  Board, 
and  at  the  time  of  which  I  spoke  they  were  elect- 
ed by  the  City  Council  of  New  York.'  The  execu- 
tive head  had  two  men  to  override,  and  it  did  not 
militate  against  the  system.  When  the  riug  came 
in,  they  gave  the  appointment  into  the  hands  of 
the  mayor,  and  bad  men  were  put  on  the  board 
and  reraaiueri  there  till  the  exposure  a  few  yearo 
ago.    I  adhere  to  the  statement  I  made  of  tin-  work 


of  the  Central  Park  Comrcission.Jand  with  aknowl- 
edge  of  the  facts  up  to  1868,  at  which  time  Central 
Park  was  substantially  completed,  there  bed  been 
an  expenditure  of  $12,000,000  by  a  board  then  con- 
sisting of  seven  or  nine  members.  I  speak  this 
advisedly  and  from  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  hav- 
ing a  copy  of  every  report  they  have  made.  In 
1868  an  enlargement  of  the  public  parks  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  three  commissioners  apDointed 
by  the  mavor.  Wh'n  the  Ring  acquired  control 
of  New  York  thev  wished  co  manipulate  tbe 
board  and  reduced  i;,  and  they  have  saddled 
the  city  with  a  great  oebt.  I  am  glad  to  know 
tbat  it  is  so  soon  to  be  paid.  But  I  make  the 
criticism  upon  the  minority  report  that  it  is  not 
democratic.  If  gentlemen  will  turn  to  the  time 
when  the  firct  assembly  was  in  to  =:n  meeting,  the 
money  was  toere  appropriated  for  all  the  purposes 
of  a  municipality.  Times  changed,  and  the  town 
meenug  was  centrabzed  into  a  representa- 
tive vote  in  the  City  Government.  Now,  sir, 
the  time  has  come  when  tbat  system  has 
been  found  incompetent,  am  it  is  tried 
to  substitute  what?  Not  a  democracy;  the 
repiesentatives  of  ihe  perple  are  not  to  be  con- 
sulted at  all  in  the  appointment  of  their  agents. 
Under  this  proposed  system  the  representatives 
of  tbe  people  come  here  to  appropriate  money, 
and  having  that  they  mi<rbt  as  well  go  home. 
That  system  is  not  in  baimouy  with  democratic 
principles  and  I  object  to  itintoto.  Now,sir, place 
the  expenditure  of  these  vast  sums  in  the  hands  of 
men  lesponsible  only  to  the  Mayor.  Gentlemen 
will  come  here  who  are  as  modest  in  their  expres- 
sion of  opionion  as  I  am.  They  do  not  desire  to 
oppose  a  nomination  coming  from  a  respectable 
source,  and  the  confirmation  is  made  without  op- 
position. I  do  not  believe  that  way  of  selecting 
boards  is  democratic.  I  believe  it  is  a 
mistake  to  alienate  the  administration  of 
affairs  fiom  the  constant  examination  of  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government,  and  in  the  appoi  :t- 
mtnt  of  commissions,  I  believe  it  would  be  better 
to  have  tne  larger  board,  and  have  as  many  mem- 
bers receive  a  salary  as  are  necessary,  ^nd  have 
memoers  of  the  City  Council  on  each 
board.  We  should  then  letaiu  a  knowl- 
edge of  every  expenditure,  and  pay  salaries 
to  none  exeept  those  who  devote  their 
whole  time  to  the  duty.  I  think  that  is  the  theory 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  adopt  hereafter,  and  I  be- 
lieve in  startiao  right.  I  bellev?  tbe  business  un- 
der this  plan  will  be  transacted  more  regulirlv, 
methodically,  rapidly  and  successfully  wh-rre  the 
departments  and  the  Government  are  in  harmony. 

Mr.  Devertux  of  Ward  22  said  he  had  learned  "a 
great  deal,  a  ad  asked  whether  the  appointrueut 
of  the  Mayor  was  democratic. 

Mr.  Wil*on  said  he  had  explicitly  stated  that  he 
did  not  think  it  was,  and  he  repeated  his  explana- 
tion of  that  provision  of  the  OiSinance.  He  con- 
cluded as  follows:  If  we  are  to  have  the 
one-man  po^er  I  want  a  man  who  can 
carry  eight  m»n  with  him.  He  mustb?  so  prompt, 
earnest  at d  cogent  in  his  reasons,  that  he  can 
compel  a  board  of  eight  men  to  agree  with  liirn, 
and  not  simoly  carry  two  along  with  him.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  this  poition  "requires  a  greater 
ainouut  of  ability  and  tact  and  force  m  the  course 
of  the  business  of  a  larger  board  than  in  a  smaller 
one. 

On  mot' on  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and"  the  motion  to  substitute 
the  minority  report  foi  the  majority  was  lo*t— 
yeas  23,  nays  33 : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burditt,  Crocker,  dish- 
ing, Cushman.  Day.  Felt,  Goldtbwait,  Guild, 
Howe.-,  Kimball,  Loring,  Newton,  Page.  Parker, 
Perkins,  Pierce.  Sampson.  Shaw.  Sprague.  Wads- 
worth,  Whitcoinb.  Willcutt— 23. 

Nays -Messrs.  Barry,  Burge-s.  Cawley.  Clarke. 
Curtis,  Damon, Devereiix,  Diiggan,  Edwards.  Har- 
mon, Hieks,  Hiscox,  Jaques,  Kelley.  Kingsbury, 
Kingsley,  Lappen.  Leighton,  Moley.  Sloom-y.  Mor- 
rison, Noyes,  Osborne,  Peabody,"  Power.  Sibley. 
Stacev.  Sweetser,  Train.  Walb'ridge.  Whitmore. 
Wilbur.  Wilson— 33. 

The  ordinance  of  the  majority  was  then  passed. 
Sent  up. 

FOCKTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  Couucil  voted  to  adhere  to  its 
former  action  on  the  order  for  celebrating  tbe 
Fourth  of  July,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  making  the 
sum  S10.000,  but  pending  action  the  Couucil.  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Wa'd  4  voted— 25  for. 
24  against— to  adjourn. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    8,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  St., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DBAWS. 

Four  grand  and  six  petit  jurors  weie  drawn  for 
the  June  term  of  the  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Joseph  H.  Bryaat,  Bun- 
ker Hill  National  Bank,  Charlestown ;  Darius  N. 
Payson,  Paving  Department;  John  A.  Eill,  Henry 
C.  Barnard,  Boylston  Museum ;  Jotm  S.  Keller,  34 
Temple  place,  William  H.  Kennard,  West  street 
and  its  vicinity ;  James JVE.  Foster,  John  A.  Andrew 
Hall;  Henry  Gibson,  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church, 
Concord  stieet;  William  M.  Jenks,  Dock  square 
to  Wintrnop  square ;  William  Peters,  Northamp- 
ton-street district;  Charles  H.  Crocker,  East  Bos- 
ton fenies;  William  Bradford,  Thomas  Dawes, 
Frank  Bowman,  Coarles  W.  Buxton,  Bay  State 
Iron  Works;  Sullivan  M.  Waldrou,  Madison  Block 
and  its  vicinity;  George  A.  Grover,  Faneuil  Hall 
square  and  its  vicinity ;  E.  T.  Ready,  Wilson's  Ho- 
tel, Brighton. 

Agents  of  the  City  in  Procuiing  the  Decennial 
Census— Ichaboo  N.  Fernald,  L,.  W.  Munroe,  John 
A.  HansoD. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

Tbe  petition  for  a  sewer  id  Bragdoo,  Washing- 
ton, Cottman  paik,  Cobden,  Westminster  avenue, 
Walnut  paik,  Egleston  square,  Weld  avenue  and 
Notre  Dame  street  was  considered  on  an  order  of 
notice  for  a  heating  to  all  parties  objecting.  No 
one  appeared  to  object,  and  tbe  matter  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
Cnaurrcey  Page, remonstrance  against  the  erection 
of  a  building  on  First  street  for  chemical  pur- 
poses 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Proprietors  of  Pa- 
lais Royal  et  al„  that  projecting  gaslights  in  front 
of  stores  Nos.  90  and  92  Court  street  be  allowed  to 
remain. 

Adams,  Fes°enden&  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain 
their  sign  at  177  Court  street. 

Stumcke  &  Goodwin,  to  be  allowed  to  retain  a 
lantern  on  the  froi  tof  the  Crawford  House,  Court 
street. 

Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  for  leave 
to  maintain  theii  lantern  at  Horticultural  Hall. 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  for  leave  to 
maintain  their  illuminated  window  at  ths  corner 
of  Eliot  and  Tremont  streets. 

W.  V.  Hutchings,  guardiau,  for  leave  to  main- 
tain a  lantern  at  2164  Washington  street. 

Tremont  Temple  Corporation,  for  leave  to  main- 
tain a  lantern  iu  front  of  their  premises. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 
Richard  Frothingham  et  al.,  that  the  square  at 
junction  of  Warren  and  Main  street*,  in  Chailes- 
town,  be  called  "Thompsou  Squaie." 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  A  D.  Williams  et 
al.,  for  sewLr  in  Walnut  avenue,  Cobdeu  stieet, 
etc.;  John  C.  Crowley,  fo:  a  sewer  in  Paris  stieet, 
from  Marion  to  Brooks  street ;  Win.  C.  Appletoh 
et  al.,  remonstrance  against  construction  of 
sewers  in  Pleasaut  and  Stougktou  streets,  Ward 
16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  'George  &  Proctor,  for  leave  to 
erect  woo  Jen  building  on  East  Fiist  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Mary 
Noonan,tobe  paid  tor  personal  injuries  caused  by 
defect  in  i  eoeral-street  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  Petrtions  for  leave  ti  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  James H.  Clapp  (to  enlarge),  rear  of  290 
Mam  street;  O.  Ueshon,  new  wooden  stable  for 
one  horse,  Walk  Hill  street,  Ward  17;  James 
Dana,  new  wooden  stable  for  three  horses,  Wash- 
ington street,  near  Breck  .street,  Ward  19;  James 
Bolton,  new  wooden  stable  for  three  horses,  on 
Alaska  street,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  14;  E. 
Fart-ell,  an  old  woouen  stable  for  oue  horse,  on 
Whiting  street,  Ward  15;  William  Gaul,  old  wood- 
en stable  for  one  borse,  on  Ruggles  street.  No.  344; 
Johu  Murphy,  ao  old  wooden  staole  for  eighteen 
horses,   on   Beach   street,   near   Medford  street, 


Ward  22;  E.  R.  Wilson,  an  old  wooden  and  brick 
stable  for  six  additional  horses,  on  Sixth  street, 
No.  698,  Ward  12;  J.  J.  McSheehey,  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  six  horses,  on  Bremen  street,  rear  369 
Chelsea  street. 

F.  W.  Mitchell  et  al.,  for  leave  to  maintain  their 
cellars  below  grade  on  Shawmut  avenue  at  corner 
of  Northampton  street. 

P.  E.  Doherty  et  al.,  remonstrance  against  erec- 
tion of  stable'  by  James  Nugent  at  679  Secoud 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  E.  ff.  R.  Ruggles 
et  al.,  to  abate  nuisance  caused  by  defective  sur- 
face drainage  at  intersection  of  Forest  Hill  ave- 
nue and  Sanford  street. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  close  a  portion  ot  Everett  street 
during  the  construction  of  a  railroad  bridge  over 
said  street. 

G.  Fuller  &  Son  et  al.,  that  Market  street  be 
sprinkled  by  the  city. 

Joseph  H.'  Rowe,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  streets  in 
Ward  17. 

Huse  &  Bald7?;n,  for  ler  ve  to  maintain  a  hoist- 
ing beam  at  stable  en  Leverett  stieet. 

Thomas  Rav  et  al.,  that  Smith  street  extended 
be  put  in  order. 

Petitions  for  Leave  to  Move  Wooden  Buildings— 
S.  &  D.  Richarcs,  from  512  Main  street,  to  Beach 
street,  Charlestown;  John  Cavanagh,  from  22  I 
street,  to  East  First  street. 

Petition  for  Brick  Sidewalks— F.  W.  Mitchell, 
on  Northampton  street,  corner  Shawmut  avenue. 

Petitions  for  Edgestones— Henry  Whittaker, 
corner  of  Faneuil  and  Parsons  sm  ets,  Ward  19; 
Helen  W.  Capen,  Greenough  avenue,  north  side, 
near  Elm ;  Mary  A.  Walker,  Elm  street,  West  Rox- 
bury,  near  comer  Walkei ;  Department  of  Public 
Buildings,  at  ergice  house  on  Dartmouth  street. 

Petitiots  for  Edgestr.nes  and  3iick  Sidewalk — 
Harriet  Ball,  Edgewood  street,  south  side,  near 
Warren;  J.  F.  Alderman,  Marcella  street,  north 
side,  corner  Centre ;  Friend  Tilden,  at  250  Fifth 

J.  s!  Banfleld  et  al.,  that  Pacific  street,  W'ard  12, 
be  put  m  oider. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Martin  Lonnoii,  to  be  compensated  for 
expenditures  consequent  upon  the  extension  of 
Hartopp  place. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  ana  order  to  set  apart  from  the  item  of 
'•Salaries"  iu  the  Police  appropriation  the  sum  of 
$5000  for  "pursuing  and  arresting  criminals." 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

Order  tor  a  temporary  loan  of  §2,000,000,  iu  an- 
ticipation of  receipts  from  taxes.  Passed— yeas 
12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  of  E.  A.  Cushing.  admibistrater,  Gil- 
bert WiPiams  ar>d  Caroliue  W.  Mudge.  Severally 
referred. 

Vote  of  Post  26.  G.  A.  R.,  extending  thanks  to 
the  City  Council  for  civilities  rendered.  Placed 
on  fil". 

Ortier  to  r  ise  Police  Station  House  No.  S.  at  a 
cost  ot  $10,000.    Passed. 

The  report  "inexpedient"  to  locate  a  bathhouse 
on  Craigie's  Bridge  came  up  recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Bathing. 

Alderman  Power  moved  that  the  subject  be  in- 
definitely postpo'  ed. 

Alaertuaii  V>  orthi- gtou— I  am  not  in  favor  or 
increasing  the  number  of  bathhouses,  but  when 
parties  ask  tor  a  hearing  I  nope  they  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  present  tl  eir  case. 

Alderman  Power — The  Committee  on  Bathing 
know  all  sibout  the  merits  of  the  case,  an  t  arc 
unanimous  in  this  report.  Thev  have  determined 
not  to  increase  the  expense  of  t  ns  department 
this  year,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  folly  to  recom- 
mit this  matter  and  cause  a  wast?  of  lie  lime  >>f 
the  commitree.  It  the  Ch.virman  will  read  lie 
petition  members  v.ill  see  that  it  i*  headed 
by  the  owner  of  a  bathhouse  which  the 
committee  used  to  hire  and  voted  to  dispense 
with,  as  they  did  D't  wi*h  to  have  oue  there.  The 
owner  of  this  bathhouse  wants  to  tret  a  thousaud 
dollars  a  year  for  his  house,  aud  it  seem*  to  me 
that  it  will  be  a  vaste  of  time  of  the  committee 
bv  recommitting  this  matter,  when  they  have  vot- 
ed tha'  they  would  not,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, vi>te  to  add  one  dollar  to  the  expense  of 
thi"  department.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  giv- 
ing the  petitioners  a  bearing.  At  die  same  time 
this  matter  was  before  the  committee    there  was 
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also  a  petition  tor  a  bathlior.se  at  Washington 
Village.  I  live  in  South  Bostou  and  know  a  bath- 
house is  neetletl  at  Washington  Village,  for  there 
is  n't  one  within  a  mile  of  the  place ;  and  in  com- 
mittee I  moved  that  they  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
They  may  just  as  well  have  a  hearing  a*  the  oth- 
ers, it  seems  to  me  that  the  members  of  the 
committee  have  plenty  of  other  business  to  at- 
tend to  v  ithout  having  to  waste  their  time  on  a 
matter  that  iluy  understand  and  are  unanimous 
upon. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 
Notice  sent  down. 

Order  to  ereet  an  offal  shed  on  the  city  stable 
lot  on  Highland  street,  at  a  cost  of  $6000.    Passed. 

Communication  from  Thomas  Gogiu,  qualify- 
ing the  resignation  of  his  office  as  a  memb  r  of 
the  CochlSUate  Water  Board  so  as  to  take  effect 
on  i  he  election  of  his  successor.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  invitation  of  proposals  to  perform 
the  work  of  reporting  and  publishing  the  oro- 
ceedinjiS  of  the  Citv  Council  for  one  year  from 
July  1, 1875,  and  to  make  a  contract  for  the  same. 
Passed. 

An  order  for  a  committee  to  nominate  a  mem- 
ber of  t:>e  Cochituate  Water  Board,  in  place  of 
Thomas  Gogin,  resigoed,  cam«'  up  refened  to 
the  Committee  on  Water.    Concimea. 

Report  and  order  for  rhe  expenditure  of  $2000 
for  improvement  of  Orchaid  park.    Order  passed. 

Majority  report  and  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
care  and  management  of  the  Cochituate  and  Mys- 
tic Water  Works.    (City  Doc,  No.  64.) 

Both  reports  were  read  by  the  Chairman. 

Aloeruiau  Stebbins— I  move  to  substitute  the 
ordinance  reported  by  the  minority  for  that  of  the 
majority,  passed  by  the  other  branch,  and  as  an 
argument  in  favor  I  rely  entirely  upon  the  report 
just  read  by  the  Chairman,  which  is  familiar  to 
all  the  members  of  this  Board. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  AldPiman 
Prescott  and  the  minority  ordinance  was  substi- 
tuted for  that  of  the  majority— yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Quiocy,  stebbins,  Viles— 7. 

Nays- Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power, 
Worchiugton— 5. 

The  minority  ordinance  was  theu  passed  in  non- 
concurrence.    Sent  down. 

REPORT  FROM  CITY  OFFICER. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.    Monthly  exhibit  for  June 
1.    Following  is  the  state  of  thw  appropriations : 
Appropri  ations , 
Revenues,  etc.         Expended.     Unexpended. 

General....  $13,438,384.7*  81,287,970.16  #1-', 150,414.62 
Special 3,913,21)1.81  117,204.48  3,796,086.83 


$17,351,676.09        $1,405,174.64        $15,94"  ,501.45 
Sent  down. 

BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNN  RAILROAD. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Io  the  matter  of  the  petitiou  of  Dennis  Nolan 
for  tne  assessment  of  damages  done  to  his  estate 
between  Everett  and  Marginal  streets  at  th*>  cor- 
ner of  Duherty  court  and  Everett  street  by  the 
location  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railroad  thereon,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered  (the  parties  consenting),  That  tha  said 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company 
give  security  by  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $4000  for 
the  payrneut  to  said  Nolan  of  such  damages  and 
costs  as  may  be  hereafter  awarded  to  him  for  the 
land  taken  as  aforesaid,  the  sureties  on  said  bond 
to  be  A.,  p.  Blake  and  John  G.  Webster. 

Read  once. 

TRANSFER  FOR  ORCHARD-PARK  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  cbairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Finance  Committee  on  the  request  for  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  Orchard  park, 
with  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Common, 
etc.,  the  sum  of  $2000  for  the  improvement  of 
Orchard  park. 

Read  twice  and  pa«sed— yeas  11,  nays  1— Alder- 
man Prescott  voting  nay.    Sent  down. 

METHODS  OF  BOOKKEEPING  IN  THE  SEVERAL  DE- 
PARTMENTS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  rhe  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  books  ano  accounts  of  the  Treasurer's 
and  Auditor's  departments,  and  see  if  any  im- 
provement is  necessary  or  practicable  in  their 
system  of  keeping  accounts,  and  also  to  see  if  the 


manner  in  which  accounts  are  kepi  and  rendered 
by  other  city  departments  require  any  change, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  h*ve  carefully  ex- 
amined the  method  of  keeping  the  books  and  ac- 
counts in  the  following  departments,  viz..  the 
Treasurer's,  Auditor's,  Public  Buildings,  Health, 
Police,  Public  Institutions,  Easi  Boston  Fer- 
ries, Paving,  Fire,  Lamps.  Water  and  Sewers. 
Tne  committee  found  geneially  that  the  systems 
in  operation  in  the  several  departments  were  en- 
tirely satisfactory.  In  two  or  three  of  the  depart- 
ments the  accounts  appeared  to  be  somewhat  de- 
fective, and  too  much  dependence  was  placed  up- 
on the  capacity  of  the  Auditor's  office  to  supply 
any  deficiencies  w  Inch  might  be  found.  As  a  bet- 
ter system  is  likely  to  b;  pursued  in  the  tuture,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  specify  those  departments  or  to 
askfoiiny  action  theivon  by  the  City  Council. 
The  establishment  cf  the  Collector's-:  office  will  be 
of  great  benefit  to  toe  citv  by  more  fully  insuring 
the  correctness  of  the  accounts  in  the  finaiccial 
department  and  securing  the  prompt  collection  of 
bills  due  the  city. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS   FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worth. ugton  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  'be  part  of  the 
Board,  recommeudiig  the  granting,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  of  petitions  for  permit*  to  occupy  sta- 
bles as  follows:  George  Lamb,  10  Hay  market 
place;  Norcross  &  Myrick,  Myrtle  street,  in  rear 
near  Centre  street,  Ward  17,  (reave  to  erect  a  brick 
stable  subject  to  the  rul^s  and  regulations  of  this 
Board);  Joseph  R.  Kendall,  Canal  street,  Ward 20; 
Charles  O.  Hansou,  Wordsworth  street.  Ward  21; 
F.  R.  Currier  &  Co.,  on  new  street,  from  Cam- 
bridge street,  Waid  22;  Leonard  H.  Howe,  Dix 
street,  near  A.dains,  Ward  16;  James  Jackson, 
South  street,  near  Washington,  Ward  17.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— 14  uewsboys,  2 
bootblacks. 

Amusembnt  License  Granted — J  W.  Haskins, 
to  exhibit  the  "wild  men  of  Bon.eo"  in  Charles- 
town  on  June  16  and  17. 

Omnibus  License  Granted— O.  B.  Groves,  to  run 
an  omniDus  from  Providence  Railroad  Station  to 
East  Boston  Fairy  via  Eliot  and  Knee  and  streets 
and  Atlantic  avenue. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— F.  P.  Chittenden, 
Dorchester  express;  N.  C.  Hunter,  18  North  Rus- 
sell street. 

License  to  kill  birds  for  scientific  purposes  re- 
fused—Samuel  D.  Crafts,  petitioner. 

Hack  License  Granted— Sauborn  &  Hardy,  623- 
625  Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PROJECTING  SIGNS. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following, 
from  the  Committee  on  Police : 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Creighton  House,  No.  245  Tremont 
street,  to  maintain  the  lantern  which  projects 
into  the  street  in  front  of  said  house;  provided  it 
is  secured  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings,  said  permit  to  be  subject  to 
revocation  at  any  time  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  the  several  persons  named  in  the  accom- 
panying communication  from  the  Chief  of  Police 
dateu  the  first  day  of  June,  A.D.  1875,  who  have 
hung,  affixed,  erected  or  fastened  signs,  lanterns, 
show  bills  or  show  boards  of  ar  y  description 
whatever  which  project  more  than  one  foot  into 
or  ov-r  Cambridge  street,  Green  street,  Hanover 
street,  Cornhill  and  State  street,  to  remove  the 
same  forthwith;  and  in  case  the  said  persons,  or 
any  of  them,  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do  within  ten 
days  from  the  passage  of  this  order,  the  Chief  of 
Police  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  complaints  to 
be  made  as  provided  in  the  twenty-third  section 
of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets,  passed  the 
29th  of  October,  A.  D.  1869. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  77) : 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Comnany  for  the  extension  of  their  location  in 
Charlestowii,  respectfully  ieport  the  following 
order  of  location : 
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Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  tbe  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  connect  tbeir  traxks  on  Charles  River  avenue, 
between  Water  street  and  City  square,  Charles- 
town.  Also  to  connect  by  a  curve  track,  iq  said 
City  square,  Charles  town,  the  westerly  track  on 
said  Charles  River  avenue  with  the  track  on  War- 
ren avenue.  Also  for  the  right  to  connect  the 
tracks  or  Main  street  between  Wood  street  and 
Green  street,  Charlestown;  said  connections  being 
shown  by  red  lines  in  plans  drawn  by  Barbour 
&  Hodges,  Civil  Engineeis,|  dated  May  1,  1875, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets.  The  right  to  lay  dowD  the 
tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  said  tracks 
and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used  shall  be  under  the 
direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also,  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  the  entire  space  occupied  by  said  con- 
nections shall  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  Also,  upon  the  condition  that  said  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order 
of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply 
with  the  condition  herein  contained,  and  file  said 
acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk, 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  its  passage;  oth- 
erwise, it  shall  be  null  aod  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

REPAIRING  CHELSEA  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  f  rem 
the  Committee  on  Bridges : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  oa  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  an  additional  sum  of  8500  in 
repairing  Cbelsea  Bridge;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  tfre  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

O-dered,  That  Morton  &  Chesley  be  authorized 
to  close  Wareham  street  against  the  passage  of 
vehicles  between  the  hours  of  six  o'clock  P.  M. 
and  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  while  rebuilding  on  said 
street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed,  in  conjunction  with  the  abntters  on 
RoxDury  street,  to  water  said  Roxbury  street  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  roadway  of  said 
street;  the  expense  thereof  to  the  city  of  Eostoo, 
not  exceeding  $100  for  the  present  season,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  fur- 
nish and  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  Nos.  47 
and  49  Hammond  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  for  the  Supenntendent  of  Streets  to  fur- 
nish and  set  edgestones  aud  pave  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  No.  27  Marcella  street  and  65 
Windsor  street.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to 
paye  the  sidewalk  with  brick  in  front  of  estates 
No.  26  Warwick  street,  59  Commonwealth  avenue 
(with  faced  brick),  and  67  and  69  I  street,  South 
Boston  (estate  of  Michs.el  Hourihan). 

Severally  read  twice  aud  passed. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting,  on  the 
usual  conditions',  ot  the  following  petitions  tor 
leave  to  move  wooden  buildings:  S.  &  D.  Rich- 
ards, from  rear  47-49  Miller  street  to  Canal  street; 
W.  R.  Cavanagh,  from  Blue  Hill  aveDue  to  Milton 
line;  S.  &  D.  Richards,  from  Somerville  boundary 
line  to  Sewall's  court;  John  Cavauagh,  f rom  22  I 
street  to  East  First  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Schedule  of  cost  aud  oider  for  collection  of  pro- 
portionate share  of  expense  of  paving  sidewalk 
on  Halleck  street,  near  Ruggles  street.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Shawmut  avenue,  as  wideued  by 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  between  Len- 
ox and  Roxbury  streets ;  also  to  reset  the  edge- 
stoues,  repave  the  gutters,  sidewalks  and  cross- 
ings on  said  avenue;  the  expense  thereof  not  ex- 
ceeding $20,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appiopriation 
for  widening  Sbawmut  avenue. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SCHQOLHOUSE  SITE  AT  CITY  POINT. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Jo  ut  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  re- 
quiest  of  School  Committee,  for  a  school  house  site 


at  City  Point,  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following :  [Messrs.  Cyrus  A.  Page,  Levi  L.  Will- 
cutt  and  Omar  Loriug  of  the  committee  dissent 
from  the  foregoing  recommendation.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  pur2hase,  «s  a  site  for  a 
primary  schoolhouse,  the  following  lots  of  land, 
situated  on  Fourth  street  near  the  corner  of  O 
street,  South  Boston,  namely,  a  lot  of  lana  owned 
by  Charles  E.  Barry,  containing  4000  square  fe°t, 
more  or  less;  ?,  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  preced- 
ing, owned  by  the  heiis  of  Thomas  Curtis,  con- 
taining 4000  square  feet,  more  or  less;  and  three 
lots  of  laad  adjoining  tbe  last  named  lot,  owned 
by  Mrs.  William  Dickinson,  containing  12,008 
square  feet,  more  or  less;  the  expense  of  pur- 
chasing toe  several  lots  not  to  exceed  tne  sum  of 
seventy-five  cents  per  square  toot,  and  to  be 
charged  to  ths  appropriation  for  purchasing  a 
primary  schoolhouse  site  at  City  Point. 

Read  ones. 

STREETS  TO  BE  CLOSED  ON  THS  SEVENTEENTH  OF 
JUNE. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  tbe  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Police : 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  against  the  passage  of  vehicles,  at  such  hours 
on  the  Seventeenth  of  June  as  may  be  necessary, 
the  streets  designated  by  the  Chief  Marshal  as  the 
route  for  tbe  procession  on  that  day;  and  also 
such  portions  of  other  streets  as  the  public  safety 
and  convenience  may  require  to  be  closed  at  any 
other  hours  of  said  day. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
exclude  from  Monument  square  and  West  Monu- 
ment avenue,  during  tbe  formation  and  passage 
of  the  procession  on  the  17th  inst.,  all  persons  not 
authorized  to  pass  within  said  square. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BONDS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Tnat  Aldermen ,  with  such  as  the 

Common  Council  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 

make  tbe  annual  examination  of  tbe  bonds  of  the 

several  city  officers. 
Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Aldermen  Burrage 

and  Harris  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES  AND  ORDER  TO  QUIT. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pay  Josiah  B.jSbarland  $595.50.  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  widening 
Shawmut  avenue.    Read  twice  and  passed 

Order  of  notice  to  Arioch  Wentworth,  Catherine 
Keating  and  all  others  to  quit  on  Charlestown 
street,  as  laid  out  April  20, 1875,  on  or  before  July 
1  uext  ensuing.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  E.  C.  Banfield,  rrustee,  $1415,25,  for 
land  taken  inname  of  Susan  B.  March  and  dam- 
ages occasioned  by  tbe  laying  out  of  Kingsbury 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers,  with  orders  as  follows: 

Order  or  uotice  tor  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  sewer  in  Berkeley  stieer,  between  Appleron  and 
Lawrence  streets,  and  in  Appleton  stivet,  near 
Berkeley,  and  of  inteution  ot  assessing  a  portion 
of  the  expense  on  all  persons  who  shall  receive 
any  ben. -tit  thereby.    Passed. 

Order  fov  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  How- 
ard and  Gerard  streets.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $19.26  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  Eohraim  Breed's  heirs  for  a 
sewer  in  South  Eden  street,  on  account  of  previ- 
ous payment  of  that  amount. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  annual  reportof 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  (City  Doc.  No. 
67),  which  ivas  accented  and  sent  down. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  actual  run- 
ning expenses  of  the  various  institutions  for  the 
past  year : 

Total  Actual 

Expenditures.       Income.        Cost. 
House  of  Industry  ,S 

current  expenses.      $201,637.15 
House     of     Indus- V  S13.413.S5     S1W.52S.U 

try,     Almshouse,  I 

Charlestown J         8,299*4 

House  of  Correction. .    109.800.70       44.633.79         65.166.94 
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Lunatic  Hospital 64,626.71 

Pauper  expenses 39,317.86 

Steamer  Henry   Mor- 
rison   18,905.38 

Office  expenses 7,573.72 


5,238.45 
2,637,58 


2,000.00 


59,388.26 
36,680.28 


16,990.38 
7,573.72 


$450,161.36     867,923.67      $382,237.69 
Running;  expenses,  1874-75— 
Total  expenditure $450,161.36 


Income 67,923,67 


-$382,237.69 


Expenditure  1874-75 $450,161.36 

Expenditure  1873-74 405,903.40 

Increase  ot  expenditure  1874-75. $44,257.96 

Actual  running  expenses  1874-75 $382,237.69 

Actual  running  expenses  1873-4 330,072.29 

Actual  increase  in  running  expenses  1874-75 $52,165.40 


Tbe  exoenditures  have  increased  and  decreased 
as  follows,  viz. : 

House  of    Industry,    current    expenses    in- 
creased  $21,360.77 

House  of  Industry,  Almshouse,  Charlestown, 

current  expenses  increased 8,299.81 

House  of  Correction,  increased 3,710.06 

Lunatic  Hospital,  increased 4,638.74 

Pauper  expenses,  increased 15,763.43 

Steamer  Henry  Morrison, increased 1,393.03 

Office  expenses,  increased 546.1* 

Total  increase $55,71 1 .97 

Alterations  at  Kainsford  Island,  decreased —  11,454.01 


Total  increase $44,257.96 


A  new  brick  laundry  building  has  been  erected 
at  Deer  Island,  at  a  cost  of  $17,036.41,  for  which 
the  City  Council  made  a  special  appropriation  of 
$15,000  for  the  building;  tbe  excess  of  $2036.41  was 
expended  in  furnishings  and  fittings,  and  the 
amount  has  been  transterreo  by  toe  Auditor  from 
the  appropriation  for  pauper  expenses.  In  re- 
viewing the  past  year,  with  reference  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  iustitutions,  we  observe,  in  the  first 
place,  an  increased  expenditure  of  $44,257.96  and 
a  decrease  in  the  amount  ol  income  of  $7907.44, 
thus  making  the  actual  cost  of  maintaining  the 
institutions  $52,165.40  more  than  the  cost  of  the 
previous  year;  the  increase  in  the  expeaditurefor 
the  House  uf  Industry  (to  which,  for  convenience 
of  reference,  is  added  the  expenditure  for  the 
Charlestown  District  Almshouse— $8299.84)  being 
$29,660,  and  the  increased  cost  on  account  of 
pauper  expenses  being  $15,763. 

The  principal  cause  for  this  additional  expendi- 
ture is  owing  to  the  giv  atly  increased  number  of 
inmates  both  in  the  institutions  at  Deer  Island 
and  in  the  State  institutions  for  whose  support 
the  city  is  liable.  The  opinion  expressed  one  year 
ago.  that  one  of  the  results  of  annexation  'would 
be  a  considerable  adoition  to  the  numoer  of  per- 
sons to  be  nvincained  in  the  institutions,  has  been 
fully  contained  by  the  experience  of  the  past 
year.  An  examination  of  the  table  of  inmates 
will  disclose  the  fact  that  a  greater  average  num- 
ber of  persons  have  been  supported  in  all  the  in- 
stitutions than  ever  before.  The  average  number 
during  tbe  entire  yeai  in  our  institutions  has  been 
2292,  against  2042,  the  average  number  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  be-ng  an  increase  of  250,  or  about  12V2 
per  cent.  During  the  past  year  the  administra- 
tion of  the  institutions  has  been  successful. 

There  has  been  no  outbreak,  no  epidemic  dis- 
ease, nor  anything  of  an  unusual  nature  to  record. 
All  the  superintendents  have  faithfully  performed 
their  duties,  and  deserve,  as  they  all  receive,  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  board.  The  number 
of  commitments  to  the  House  of  Industry  during 
the  year  has  been  7366,  against  6896  the  year  pre- 
vious, an  increase  of  470  in  that  institution  alone. 
The  institutions,  both  at  Deer  and  Rainsford 
islands,  have  been  crowded  to  repletion.  At  one 
time  during  the  winter  there  were  242  adult  male 

Eaupers  at  Rainsford — a  larger  number  than  ever 
efore,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
Charlestown  District  Almshouse  afforded  a  resi- 
dence for  seventy-nine  of  the  pauper  class,  about 
half  being  males.  Tbe  superintendent  reports 
that  with  comfortable  accommodation  in  the 
House  of  Industry  for  lodging  400  mei ,  he  was 
obliged  to  lodge  636. 

The  number  of  inmates  in  the  Lunatic  Hospital 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  was  196.  Since 
that  time  49  patien's  have  been  admitted  and  47 
have  been  discharged,  and  th5  number  remaining 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1875,  was  198.  Of  the  49  pa- 
tients leceived,  21  were  committed  by  the  judge 


of  the  Probate  Cmrt,  upon  application  made  to 
him  in  writing  and  signed  by  a  majority  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  House  otCoriection  has 
sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  (Jhailes  H. 
Davis,  the  master,  which  occurred  in  December 
last.  No  special  change  has  takeu  place  in  the 
discipline  or  effectiveness  of  the  institution.  No 
new  buildings  nave  been  erected.  The  prison  has 
been  occupied  to  its  full  capacity,  tbe  largest 
number  of  inmates  during  the  year  ben;g644, 
against  557  last  year. 

The  report  discusses  at  length  the  question  of 
the  employment  of  convict  labor,  which  has  re- 
cently been  investigated  by  a  committee  of  the 
City  (iovernmont,  referring  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Labor  of  the  Legislature  on  the 
subject  indorsing  the  action  of  the  board.  In 
continuing  their  report,  the  foard  say  tbe  custom 
of  letting  out  the  labor  of  the  convicts  to  con- 
tractors is  one  which  the  inspectors  deprecaie, 
and  some  of  t'le  attendant  evils  of  the  practice 
they  deem  worthy  of  paiticular  attention:  1. 
It  interferes  with  the  good  order  of  the  prison,  by 
introducing  outside  persons — employes  of  the  con- 
tractors— as  foremen,  instructors  and  in  oth- 
er capacities.  2.  It  tenders  it  difficult  to  ar- 
range  any  practical  scheme  of  education,  not 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  coatractors. 
3.  By  allowing  contractors  to  provide  to- 
bacco and  other  luxuries,  for  the  men,  to  pay 
them,  indirectly,  lor  overwork;  to  bestow  favor's 
on  the  best  workmen,  and  to  discriminate  between 
them;  it  provokes  jealousies  and  discontent,  and 
has  often  led  to  open  assaults.  4.  It  affords  addi- 
tional opportunities  for  conveying  intelligence 
and  contraband  articles  to  the  prisoners.  5.  By 
confining  the  avocations  to  such  as  are  furnished 
by  the  highest  bidders  for  laDor,  it  makes  it  im- 
possible to  give  to  every  convict  a  trade  by  which 
he  may  earn  remunerative  wages  on  being  dis- 
charged. 6.  It  is  liable  to  enforce  idleness  on  the 
part  of  the  men,  by  making  their  employment  de- 
pend on  the  caprice  01  fluctuating  demands  of 
the  contractors.  7.  It  makes  the  office  of 
warden  a  very  trying  position,  because  of  the 
dissatisfaction  of  contractors  with  the  allot- 
ment of  men,  ana  the  hours  and  amount  of  labor, 
and  the  various  complications  constantly  arising 
in  the  practical  operation  of  tbe  system.  These 
and  other  like  considerations  have  induced  the 
inspectors  to  believe  that  the  State  might  ad- 
vantageously undertake,  on  its  own  account,  the 
cultivation  01  certain  branches  of  industry  within 
the  prison.  Labor  would  thus  be  secured  against 
interruption,  and  such  occupations  might  be  in- 
troduced as  would  insure  to  all  employed  trades 
by  which  to  support  themselves  respectably 
when  discharged.  The  directors  have 
adopted  the  policy  jf  manufactming  clothing 
at  a  stated  price,  by  the  dozen  or  the 
piece,  working  for  well-known  and  responsible 
mercantile  houses,  and  thus  obtain  sure  returns 
for  all  the  labor  that  can  be  performed  ;  and  they 
believe  that  in  so  doing  they  are  pursuing  a  mid- 
dle course,  at  once  the  wisest  and  most  expedient; 
for  while  they  avoid  all  the  evils  of  the  contract 
system  of  prison  labor  on  the  one  hand,  on  the 
other  they  do  not  incur  the  expense  of  carrying 
on  an  independent  business  on  their  own  account:, 
or  any  of  the  dangers  incident  to  trade.  The  re- 
port, is  also  accompanied  by  the  detailed  reports 
of  the  heads  of  the  various  institutions. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  m  favor  of  granting 
pe-titions  for  leave  to  use  steam  engines  and  boif 
ers  as  follows; 

George  F.  Meacham,  127  Summer  street;  W.  S, 
Eaton,  Monk's  wharf ;  E.  P.  Cutler  &  Co.,  Culvert 
and  Hampshire  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

TRUSTEES  OP  MT.   HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  annual  report 
ef  trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cerr.etery  (City  Document 
No.  68),  which  was  accepted  and  sent  down. 

The  total  amount  received  duiing  the  last 
financial  year,  for  sale  of  lots,  graves,  care  of  lots, 
digging  graves,  etc.,  was  $18,590.26,  r  decrease  of 
$2203.26  from  the  amount  received  during  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  expenditures  during  the  same 
period,  however,  were  likewise  $2004.55  less.  The 
number  of  full-sized  lots  graded  during  the  year 
was  sixty-three,  five  less  than  were  prepared  in 
the  preceding  year.  These  lots  are  located  be- 
tween Greenwood  and  Walnut  avenues,  and  will 
be  completed  early  in  the  present  season.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  lots,  eleven  small  lots  have  been 
prepared,  favorably  located,  on  Cary  walk. 
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Besides  the  usual  labor  expended  in  tbe  general 
care  of  tbe  grounds,  800  feet  of  avenues  have  been 
made  and  300  feet  of  gutters  paved.  Tbese  works, 
like  all  other  similar  ones  connected  with  the 
cemetery,  have  been  executed  in  the  most 
thorough  and  substantial  manner,  and  will  add 
materially  to  the  permanent  value  of  ths  grounds. 
The  excavation  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  receiving  tomb  has  already  been  made.  The 
stone  work  is  in  course  of  rapid  preparation,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  tomb  will  be  completed  in 
September  next. 

The  need  of  such  a  receptacle  bas  long  been 
seriously  felt,  and  the  trustees  believe  that  no 
object  connected  with  the  cemetery  presented 
stronger  claims  for  their  consideration,  and  that 
there  a*-e  nor^  lhat  will  give  more  satisfaction  to 
lot  owners  and  others  who  desire  to  use  it  prelim- 
inary to  purchasing.  Tb ere  were  524intermeots 
m  thi  cemetery  during  tbe  year,  exclusive  of 
tbose  interred  in  tbe  City  Cettetery,  making  the 
whole  number  of  burials  to  the  present  time  7170. 
The  receipts  from  ali  sources  for  the  year  were 
§44,902.64;  the  expenditures,  $37,844.82;  balance  on 
hand  Aoril  30,  $7057.82. 

THE  FINANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aldeiman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Co  nmittee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  or- 
dered to  report  whether  any  amendments  are  nec- 
essary to  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  finances 
of  the  city,  in  view  of  the  reorganization  of  the 
Treasury  Department  and  the  establishment  of 
the  Collector's  office,  submitted  a  report  that  it 
would  be  expedient  to  pass  the  following  ordi- 
nances : 

An  Ordinance 
in  relation   to  tbe  Collector's  and  Assessors'  De- 
partment. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  tbe  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  City  Collector  shall  give  bond 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  tor 
tbe  safe  custody  of  the  money  and  other  property 
intrusted  to  him  and  to  the  officers  appointed  bv 
him,  with  sureties  satisfactoiy|to  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  in  the  penal  sum  of  sever  ty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  He  shall  appoint  all  the  officers, 
clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  bis  office, 
subject,  however,  to  confirmation  by  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department. 
He  shall  require  from  said  officers  bonds,  with 
sureties  satisfactory  to  said  committee,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  tbeir  respective  duties, 
and  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  money  and  other 
property  intrusted  to  them,  as  follows:  The  Col- 
lector's cashier  in  tbe  penal  sum  of  not  less  tban 
twenty  thousand  dollais,  and  Deputy  Collectors 
in  the  penal  sum  of  uot  less  than  five  thousaud 
dollars  each. 

Sect.  2.  The  Assessors  shall,  before  delivering 
tbe  tax  bills  of  any  assessment  to  tha  Collector, 
have  tlieui  coirtctly  recorded  in  booKS  prepared 
for  that  purpose,  and  shall  have  the  lespective 
amounts  of  said  bills  added  together  and  footed 
1  at  the  end  ol  each  book,  and  ths  aggregate  ot  all 
]the  books  added  togethei,  to  show  the  total 
amount  of  the  taxes  assessed.  Said  books  sh^.ll 
be  delivered  to  ths  Collector  witb  the  tax  bills 
therein  recorded. 

Sect.  3.  Tbe  Assessors  shall  render  to  the  Audi- 
tor fct  the  time  tbe  tax  bills  are  delivered  to  the 
Collector  a  statement  of  the  amount  ot  said  bills, 
and  upon  the  first  cf  every  month  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  all  additional  or  supplementary 
assessments  mad<;  during  the  preceding  month, 
provided  the  amount  thereof  has  not  been  includ- 
ed in  any  amount  previously  rendered.  Such 
statenieut  shall  also  incluoe  the  amount  of  all 
taxes  abated,  or  determined  to  be  void,  or  lemit- 
ted,  which  have  been  certified  to  the  Assessors 
during  said  mo'ith,  and  shall  specify  the  year  in 
which  sad  taxes  were  laid. 

Sect.  4.  Each  board,  department,  or  officer  ot 
the  City  Government  shall  within  the  first  ten 
days  of  every  month  deliver  to  the  Collector  bills 
of  all  dues  which  in  the  course  of  preceding 
month  have  become  payaDle  through  or  on  ac- 
count of  such  board,  department  or  officer  to  tbe 
city,  aud  sh  ill  every  month,  ot  oftener,  pay  over 
all  moneys  leceived  and  all  fees  collected  by  au- 
thority of  law  for,  and  payable  to,  the  city,  and 
such  payment  shall  be  acconipauied  by  a  state- 
ment explanatory  of  the  same,  and  whenevei  any 
bills  or  moneys  shall  be  delivered  or  paid  over  to 
the  Collector  a  statement  of  the  aggregate  amount 


of  such  bills  or  moneys  shall  at  the  sa:ne  time  be 
rendered  to  the  City  Autlitor. 

Sect.  5.  The  Collector  shall  make  report  in  writ- 
ing to  the  Auditor  monthly,  of  the  amount  ef  all 
moneys  collected  or  received  by  him,  and  the  ac- 
count upon  which  collected.  He  shall  also,  at  the 
close  of  each  financial  year,  submit  to  the  City 
Council  a  statement  of  all  moneys  by  him  collect- 
ed during  the  year,  tbe  particular  warrant,  as- 
sessment or  account  upon  which  collected  or  re- 
ceived, aod  tbe  balance  of  moneys  uncollected  on 
the  wariants,  assessments  or  schedules  of  nepart- 
ments  in  his  bands,  and  a  copy  of  such  statement 
shall  be  tiled  with  the  Auditor.  The  Collector 
shall  be  the  custodiac  of  all  deeds,  bonds,  notes 
and  mortgages  belonging  to  the  city  or  county. 

Sect.  6.  All  orrUnanct-s  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsiste  t  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
are  hereby  repealed. 

An  Ordina:ce 
in  relation  to  the  Treasurer's  Department. 

Be  it  ordaiced  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Co  .ncil  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  the  City  Council 
assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1,  Ibe  City  Treasurer  shall  give  bond 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and 
for  '-he  safe  custody  of  the  money  and  other  prop- 
erty intrusted  to  him  and  to  the  officers  appointed 
by  him,  wirb  sureties  satisfactory  to  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  in  ths  penal  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousaud  dollars.  He  shall  appoint  all 
the  officers,  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in 
his  office,  subject,  however,  to  confirmation  by  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. He  shall  require  from  said  officers 
bonds,  with  sureties  satisfactory  to  said  commit- 
tee, for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  respec- 
tive duties,  and  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  money 
and  other  property  intrusted  to  them  as  follows : 
the  Treasurer's  cashier,  in  the  penal  sum  of  not 
less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars;  paying  tellers, 
receiving  tellers  and  paymasters, in  the  penal  sum 
of  not  less  than  ten  thou  and  dollars  each. 

Sect.  2.  All  ordinance?  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Severally  read  once  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  on  petition  of 
Boston  University,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument  to 
be  approved  by  the  City  Solicitor,  whereby  tbe 
city  shall  release  the  conditions  on  the  laud  now 
owned  by  the  Boston  University,  on  East  Concord 
street,  and  whereby  the  said  university  shall,  in 
consideration  of  such  release,  covenaut  with  the 
city  that  said  land  shall  be  subject  to  the  restric- 
tion that  it  shall  be  used  for  no  purpose  than  for  a 
female  medical  college,  unless  at  any  time  the 
owners  of  said  land  tor  the  time  being  shall  pay 
to  the  city  a  sum  equal  to  sixty-two  and  one-half 
cents  a  foot  for  the  whole  of  said  laud,  in  which 
case  the  said  land  may  thereafter  be  used  tor 
dwelling  houses  not  less  than  three  stories  in 
height,  the  exterior  walls  of  which  shall  be  of 
buck,  stone  cr  ii  on. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CEDAR  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Pope,  the  report  of  Coui- 
missioueis  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  was  taken 
from  the  table,  accepted,  and  sent  down. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthineton  submitted  tbe  following 
from  the  Joiut  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  hire,  for  a  term  of  three  yeais  from 
April  1, 1875,  two  rooms  iu  the  building  situated 
at  the  coraer  of  Harvard  and  ■Washington  streets. 
the  same  to  serve  lor  armory  purposes,  tbe  ex- 
pense, not  exceeding  the  sum  "of  $1200  per  annum, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordered^  That  the  allowarce  for  rent  of  armory 
now  occupied  by  Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  at  544  Washington  street.be  discontinu- 
ed from  and  alter  the  first  day  of  July.  A.  D., 
1875. 

Severally  read  once. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  tne 
Committee  on  Market  in  fhvor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  Harriet  F.Sanderson,  administratrix, 
for   leave    to   transfer   to   Sanderson.    .Morse    ft 
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Waters  the  lease  of  st?llf  41-43  Faneuil  Hall  Mar- 
ket,   Accepted. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  COURT-ROOM. 

Alderinan  Prescott  offered  the  lollowing ; 

Ordeied,  That  there  be  paid,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  already  authorized  for  altering  and  fitting: 
up  the  building  occupied  for  a  municipal  court, 
South  Boston,  the  sum  of  $3064,  tojbe  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Read  twice  and  pass"d. 

RETURNS  OF  PARK  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  Aldermen be  a  committee 

to  examine  the  leturus  of  votes  to  be  cast  in  the 
several  wards  of  this  city  tomorrow  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  act  relating  to  public  parks,  and 
that  they  report  the  result  at  the  next  meeting  of 
this  board. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Stebbins  and  Viles  were 
appointed  sais  committee. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTBICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District : 

Ordered,  That  there  ~e  allowed  and  paid  to 
John  E.  Fitzgerald  the  sum  of  $4500,  upon  his 
giving  to  the  city  a  deed  of  estate  No.  42  New- 
comb  street,  or  a  release  and  discharge,  satisfac- 
tory to  the  City  Solicitor,  for  all  damages,  costs 
and  expenses  in  consequence  of  tne  taking  ot 
said  esiate  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  340  of 
the  acts  ot  the  year  1873. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  tie  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Wortliiugton  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion of  this  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  is  an  estate  surrendered 
by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  under  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  by  which  the  city  has  made 
certain  improvements  on  the  Northamptoo-street 
district.  The  act  authorizes  parties  not  satisfied 
with  their  assessment  to  surrender  their  pioperty 
to  the  city,  which  is  obliged  to  take  it  at  a  valua- 
tion to  be  agreed  upon,  and  this  is  the  amount 
agreed  upon  Dy  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  the  Committee 
ou  the  Northampton-street  District. 

At  the  suggest.on  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order 
was  amended  by  addins'  the  words,  "said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Northampton- 
street  District." 

Aiderman  Worthington — How  does  this  amount 
compare  with  the  assessed  value  of  the  ests.te? 

Alderman  Stebbins—  My  impression  is  that  it  is 
within  one  or  two  hundred  dollars  of  the  assessed 
value  of  the  piopeity.  The  Alderman  from  Ward 
16,  who  had  the  rnattet  specially  in  cnarge,  can 
perhaps  state  the  case  more  definitely. 

Alderman  Pope— I  don't  know  the  precise  sum 
at  which  the  esiate  was  assessed,  but  it  was  sup- 
posed by  the  committe.i  that  it  would  net  the  city 
of  Boston  that  sum.  Idy  impression  is  that  it  is 
assessed  more  than  that,  but  we  did  n't  take  the 
assessed  value  into  consideration.  The  question 
was  as  to  its  present  value. 

Alderman  Worthington— How  did  the  commit- 
tee arrive  at  the  present  value  of  the  lana? 

Aldeiman  Pope— We  had  to  use  our  judgment, 
a  no  we  made  inquiries  of  people  supposed  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  value  of  property  in  that 
neighborhood.  I  did  n't  pretend  to  be  familiar 
with  the  value  of  proyeny  there,  but  we  had  two 
gentlemen  from  Ward  14  on  that  committee,  one 
of  whom  was  specially  familiar  with  the  value  of 
real  estate.  The  committee  were  at  first  in  favor 
of  reporting  $4600,  but  ou  further  inquiry  ascer- 
tained that  there  would  be  no  appeal  to  a  jury  if 
tbey  reported  $4500.  After  we  agreed  to  the  re- 
port, Mr.  Fitzgerald  at  first  said  he  would  not  ac- 
cept the  award :  but  he  has  since  concluded  to  do 
so,  and  today  has  agreed  to  take  $4500.  Tne  prop- 
erty has  been  taken  by  the  city  and  out  in  order; 
it  will  eoon  be  sold  bv  auction,  and  we  are  in 
hones  that  it  will  sell  for  more  than  enough  to 
cover  the  expense. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  gentleman  says  he 
did  not  inquire  as   to  the  assessed  value,  and  he 


says  the  committee  are  in  hones  of  getting  the 
amount  named  from  the  sale.  Now  I  have 
watched  the  auction  sales  of  land  in  that  vicinity 
and  in  the  Highlands,  and  I  have  not  vet  known  a 
piece  of  pioperty  to  sell  by  auction  tor  within  ten 
or  fitteen  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value.  I  mere- 
ly  call  thi;  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact, 
not  that  I  am  going  to  oppose  the  paymeat  of  this 
sum,  but  because  I  think  they  will  find  that  it  the 
property  is  sold  at  any  time  within  the  next  year 
it  will  not  bring  more  than  within  ten  or  fifteen 
per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value. 

Alderman  Pope— Does  the  gentleman  know  of 
any  other  property  that  will  bring  within  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value?  I  have 
property  in  the  Sixteenth  Ward  that  will  not,  and 
I  suppose  it  is  so  in  the  Fourteenth  Ward. 

Alderman  Worthington— That  is  the  very  idea  I 
am  suggest!  ig. 

Alderman  Pope— I  understood  that  we  weie  to 
give  'Vdat  we  thought  was  the  proper  value  of  the 
es>  ate,  and  1  was  not  aware  that  the  assessors 
were  to  fix  the  price. 

Alderman  Worthington — No  one  has  intimated 
that  they  have.  I  am  ouly  cautioning  the  com- 
mittee, that  in  settling  up  that  matter  they  should 
not  get  the  value  of  property  too  high,  or  the  city 
will  lose  too  much  money.  My  impression  is  that 
the  city  would  lose  $500  if  that  piopeity  were  sold 
today. 

Alderman  Prescott— Did  the  committee  fix  the 
price  by  the  value  of  the  property  at  the  present 
time  or  when  it  was  surrencered?  It  was  surren- 
dered some  time  ago. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  pioperty  was  exam- 
ined by  a  sub-committee,  who  made  their  report 
after  considerable  inquiry  as  to  its  value.  It  was 
bought  by  M:.  Fitzgerald  a  few  years  ago,  and  we 
have  agreed  to  pay  him  less  than  he  paid  for  it  by 
auctioc.  I  believe  that  if  the  property  were  sold 
by  auction  today  it  would  bring  even  more  than 
the  comnntteti  have  agreed  to  pay  him.  It  is  a 
very  good  two-story  and  a  halt  brick  house  oi  an 
improved  stieet,  and  I  am  a  little  surprised  that 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  accepted  the  offer  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  was  left  in  llie  hands  of  the  Alaerrnaii 
from  Ward  16  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
and  I  think  he  has  accomplished  the  work  admir- 
ably, and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee 
who  have  examined  the  property.  In  fact,  1  think 
the  piopeity  cheap  at  $4500. 

Alderman  Pope — In  justice  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald  I 
would  stj.te  that  he  loses  several  hundred  dollars 
on  the  property.  At  first  he  thought  he  could  not 
accept  $4500,  and  if  he  had  gone  to  a  jury  I  think 
it  would  haye  cost  the  city  of  Boston  a  good  deal 
more. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

ADDITIONAL  CITY  MESSENGER. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  followiug: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  employ  an  additional  assistant  to  serve  uutil 
the  18th  day  of  June,  the  compensation  to  be  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  aay,  ce- 
ginning  on  the  7th  day  ot  June;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Salaries. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  BUILDINGS   FOR  PUBLIC   INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quit,cv  the  report  and 
ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  relating  to  public 
institutions,  so  that  in  the  erection,  alteration  or 
repairs  of  buildings  thp  directois  shall  be  subject 
to  the  mle,  respecting  the  issue  of  proposals  there- 
for, which  now  governs  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Quincy  read  a  communication  from 
the  directors  stating  that  they  had  no  objection  to 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  if  it  were  deemed 
desirable. 

The  oiaina.nce  war,  passed.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  a  rece?s  was 
taken  till  7y2  P.  M.,  when  a  convention  with  the 
hchool  Committee  was  neld,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which  the  Board  adjourned  and  stood  adjourned 
till  Monday  next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    10,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halaey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result : 

Present— Messrs.  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Buraitt, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushmg, 
Cushman,  Damon ,  Day,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Felt, 
Goldthwait,  Harngan,  Hicks,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kimball,  Kingsley,  Leighton,  Boring,  Moley,  Mor- 
risoD,  Noyes,  Page,  Parker, Paabody,  Pierce,  Pow- 
er, Bice,  Sibley,  Smitu,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Train, 
Wadsworth,  Walbndge,  Wbitcomb,  Wbitmore, 
Wilbur,  Wilson— 45. 

Absent — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Burgess,  Caw- 
ley,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn, 
Guild,  Hamon,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Lap- 
pen,  Long,  Mooney,  Murray,  Newton,  Osborne, 
Perkins,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Stacey,  Thacber,  Trull, 
Walsh,  Willcurt,  Woods— 28. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  reports  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery, 
and  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  and  Auditoi's 
exhibit  for  June  1.    Severally  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  George  Proctor,  Mary  Noonan  and 
Richard  Frothinghatn  et  al.,  and  remonstrance  of 
ChaunceyPage.    Severally  refeired. 

Report  that  no  action  is  needed  on  subject  of 
keeping  accounts  in  city  departments.    Accepted. 

Order  for  a  special  committee  to  examine  the 
bonds  of  city  officers.  Read  twice  and  passed,  and 
Messrs.  Sprague  of  Ward  4,  Power  of  Ward  22, 
and  Parker  of  Ward  14  appoioted  on  said  commit- 
tee. 

Oroer  for  the  employment  of  an  additional  as- 
sistant messenger,  until  the  18tb  of  June,  at  $1.50 
per  day,  from  June  7.  Read  twice,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore 
of  Ward  4,  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  set  apart  from  the  item  of 
"Salaries"  in  the  Police  appropriation  the  sura  of 
$5000  for  "pursuing  and  ariesting  criminals."  Or- 
der passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  pay  J.  E.  Fitzgerald  $4500  for  estate  42 
Newcouib  street.    Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  public  institutions.  Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  a  temporary  loan  of  $2,000,000,  in  an- 
ticipation of  receipts  from  taxes.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Report  and  order  tor  a  transfer  of  $2000  from 
Reserved  Fund,  for  improvement  of  Orchard  Park. 
Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  for  release  of  conditions  on 
land  owned  by  the  Boston  University  on  Bast  Con- 
cord street.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

An  ordinance  to  reestablish  the  Cocbituate 
Water  Board,  recom  nended  in  the  mmot-ity  report 
on  the  subject  (City  Document  No.  64)  came  down 
substituted  for  tbe  ordinance  recommended  in 
the  majority  report  passed  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Dav  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  Council  re- 
cede from  its  former  action  and  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Day  was  lost— yeas  26,  nays  36. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Brackett,  Buroitt,  Crocker,  Cur- 
tis, Cushing,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldthwait,  Guild,  Howes,  Kimball,  Loriug,  Mor- 
rison, Page,  Parker,  Pea  body,  Perkins,  Pierce, 
Shaw,  Smith,  Sprague,  Wadsworth,  Whitconib, 
Woods— 26. 

Navs— Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle,  Damon,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Ed- 
wards, Fitzpatrick,  Harmon,  Harrigan,  Hicks, 
Hiscock,  Jaqu.es,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley, 
Leighton,  Moley,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Power, 
Rice,  Sibley,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thacber,  Train, 
Walbridge,  Walsh,' Wbitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 
36. 

Sent  up. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

The  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  appoint,  sub- 
ject to  confirmation,  suitable  persons,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred,  to  serve  as  police  officers 


on  the  17th  Inst.,  was  considered  under  the  head 
of  unfinished  busicess,  and  was  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

The  motion  made  at  the  last  meeting  by  Mr. 
Jaques  of  Ward  9,  to  reconsider  vote  whereby  the 
Council  adhered  to  its  amendments  to  the  order 
concerning  tha  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July, 
was  taken  utj. 

Mr  Jaques— I  made  that  motion  on  the  ground 
that  there  seemed  to  be  a  wide  difference  of  opin- 
ion between  this  oranch  and  the  Boaid  of  Alder- 
men in  regard  to  the  amount  to  be  appropriated, 
and  the  number  of  the  committee  to  be  appointed. 
It  seems  to  me  that  by  adopting  a  sum,  reason- 
able in  itself,  under  all  circumstai  ces,  and  be- 
tween the  amounts  stated,  we  can  satisfy  all  par- 
ties and  better  consult  the  interests  of  the  city.  I 
therefore  suggest  that  the  sum  be  $10,500,  and  that 
the  committee  consisf  of  six  members  of  this 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed  by  a  rising  vote— 
35  for,  27  against. 

Mr.  Jaques  Tioved  that  the  amount  be  $10,50o, 
and  that  the  committee  consist  of  six  members  of 
the  Council  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join. 

Mr.  Whitmore  ef  Ward  4  moved  that  the  sum 
be  $12,000. 

Oo  motion  of  Mj.  Burditt  of  Ward  16,  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  question  be  divided. 

A  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Duggan  of 
Ward  5  was  lost. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmoie  ($12,000)  was  lost— 
18  for,  39  against. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  sum  be 
$12,500.    Lost. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Waid  6— It  looks  to  me  that 
since  the  first  amount  named  by  the  Council — 
$15,000 — is  so  far  from  the  views  of  the  Board  of 
Aldeimen,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  is  a  Very  reasonable  proposition,  and  that 
$10,000  will  come  within  the  wishes  of  the  Board 
a  ad  meet  tbe  views  ot  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Boston.  If  this  order  is  n't  adopted  we  shan't 
have  any  celebration  at  all.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances, I  think  that  $10,500  is  a  reasonable  sum, 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  adopt  it.  In  regard  to 
the  committee,  tbe  Council  has  voted  that  it  con- 
sist of  one  fiom  each  ward,  which  the  Alderman 
thought  too  large,  and  provided  for  one  ot  five.  As 
we  have  tejectedtbat  number,  I  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentlemen  for  six  members  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  will  prevail,  for  I  think  that  number  is 
sufficiently  large. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— Still  afraid  of  the 
Board  of  Aloermen.  That  is  where  the  trouble 
lies.  Tbe  trouble  is  that  somebody  is  afiaid  tbe 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  get  mid.  The  trouble  is 
some  persons  think  we  ought  not  to  have  a  will  of 
our  own  in  this  matter,  aud  that  there  is  sucb  a 
very  great  difference  between  ihe  two  branches. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  first  brought  for  *ard  an 
order  for  $5500 ;  afterwards  they  were  rather  di- 
vided, and  some  two  or  thiee  of  them  had  pluck 
enough  io  go  for  $10,000.  And  so  it  hangs  fire  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Now,  sit,  it  would  aopear 
that  we  are  afraid  of  that  august  body.  It  is 
well  known  by  those  who  have  had  the  handling  of 
Fourth  of  July  celebrations  in  years  gore  by.  that 
no  kind  of  a  celebration  can  be  gotten  up  for  less 
than  $12,000  or  $15,000.  Last  year  it  was  $19,500, 
and  then  it  was  n't  uioe  than  bait  a  celebration. 
I  aon't  know  what  kino  of  a  celebration  the  citv 
can  have  for  $10,000,  but  I  should  be  satisfied  with 
that  amount  provided  the  other  branch  mauifest- 
ed  a  niorp  leasor able  spirit.  The  feelitg  there  is 
that  we  should  come  down  to  them.  I  don't  wish 
to  be  obstinate,  but  still  I  do  think  that  $12,000  is 
small  enough  for  this  celebration.  As  for  this  fear 
of  che  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  don't  think  that 
ought  to  go  into  the  matter  at  all.  It  is  sirnply 
how  much  of  a  celebration  we  can  get  for  the 
money,  and  that,  and  no  other,  is  the  spirit  we 
should  be  guided  by. 

Mr.  Train  of  Waid  13— I  think  it  is  hardly  fair 
to  cnticiso  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldeimen. 
Thev  are  leally  disposed,  I  believe,  to  exercise 
their  best  judgment  in  this  matter,  and  it  Isn't 
fair — it  is  n't  courteous,  to  say  the  least — to  criti- 
cise their  motives.  We  all  desire  a  leasonable  ap- 
propriation i.i  order  to  have  a  good  celebration  of 
the  day,  anj  $10,500  seems  to  me  to  be  a  f-tir  com- 
promise ;  and  I  h:ive  no  doubt  the  Board  of  Aldei- 
men will  yield  so  much  i;:  our  tavor.  As  to 
the  ccmmittee,  I  must  say  I  aoi  in  ff>vor 
of    a    large    number,    and    upon    this   ground: 
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I  was  upon  that  committee  last  year, 
serving  on  the  Sub-Comuiitteo  on  Music.  We 
heJil  several  long  sessions  in  Mr.  Bugbee's  room, 
and  I  have  vet  to  learn  of  any  time  spent  at 
Packer'*,  We  did  not  visit  there  at  all.  I  oo  not 
believe  that  a  large  committee  is  going  to  spend  a 
great  amour.t  in  junketing,  where  certainly  toe 
wish  of  this  body'is  to  furnish  the  children  and 
the  people  with  all  that  can  lie  procured  by  the 
appropriation.  That  I  believe  to  be  the  ttue  view 
of  che  matter,  and  I  hope  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
will  not  stand  upon  the  number  of  the  com- 
mittee. There  certainly  is  a  great  convenience 
in  having  one  gentleman  from  each  ward  on 
the  committee,  in  the  matter  of  distributing 
tickets,  for  which  there  are  a  great  many  applica- 
tions. I  have  no  tear  that  the  committee  will 
spend  one  iota  of  this  appropriation  in  junket- 
ing; it  is  too  absurd  to  think  of  tor  a  moment.  I 
b/jpe  the  $10,500  will  be  voted,  and  th?.t  the  com- 
mittee will  consi-t  of  one  from  each  ward. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  agree  with  the  geutle- 
man  from  Ward  13.  I  want  a  gentleman  from  my 
waul  upon  that  committee.  I  cannot  be  upon  that 
committee  myself,  as  the  President  well  knows, 
as  I  have  too  much  other  business  to  attend  to. 
As  the  gentleman  has  said,  there  are  tickets  tobe 
divided  among  citizens  of  each  ward,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  hAlf  a  dozen  c?nnot  oo  it.  I  want  to 
see  a  committee  of  one  from  <  ach  ward,  the  old 
democratic  way.  I  don't  care  what  the  sum  is;  I 
don't  want  it  too  small;  but  I  am  willing  to 
make  a  compromise,  provided  the  sum  is 
enough  to  give  a  decent  celebration.  I  do 
want  to  see  each  ward  represented  upon  that 
committee;  I  want  to  see  some  good  representa- 
tive from  mv  ward  on  that  committee  to  dis- 
tiibnte  tickets  to  the  persons  entitled  to  them.  I 
don't  want  a  man  from  Charlestown,  Roxbury. 
or  Ward  6,  or  another  ward  to  represent  my  ward, 
1  hope  the  larger  committee  will  be  adhered  to, 
and  as  tor  the  sum  1  will  agree  to  anytning  tnat  is 
decent. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6 — The  progress  of  en- 
lightenment i«  gratifying  to  every  friend  of 
civilization,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  congratu- 
late you,  sir,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  a 
body  of  men  who  can,  by  an  expr-ssion  of 
their  opinions,  the  force  of  their  arguments,  cause 
enlightenment  upon  certain  subjects  to  spread 
and  change  the  direction  of  isa^onable  minds. 
Some  few  weeks  since  we  advocated  815,000  for 
the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  Juiy.  It  ascend- 
ed to  the  upper  branch  ot  this  Government,  but 
elicited  no  discussion  whatevei .  Nothing  what- 
ever was  t aid,  but  it  was  shorn  of  two-thiids  of 
the  amount,  and  sent  down  with  directions  as  to 
how  the  committee  should  be  appointed  and  the 
money  spent.  As  I  have  remarked,  we  were  told 
ho?/  much  should  be  spent  tor  the  chil- 
dren, and  how  much  for  other  entertain- 
ments. In  the  few  remarks  made  here,  some 
reasonable  expressions  "ere  uttered  with  regard 
to  the  necessitv  of  perpetuating  the  remembiance 
of  the  nation's  holiday,  and  the  order  went  bick 
again  to  the  other  branch  of  the  City  Ceuncil. 
Then,  sir,  those  gentlemen  discussed  it,  and  in- 
stead of  being  sent  back  to  this  body  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  it  received  a  lean  majority  of  seven  to 
five.  Gentlemen  rise  in  their  seats  here  aid 
siy  we  should  not  criticise  the  Board  ot  Al- 
dermen and  should  not  refer  to  them.  I 
would  pay  the  same  respect  to  members  of 
that  honorable  Board  that  I  would  to  any  gentle- 
man in  this  Council,  many  of  whom  I  consider 
fully  as  competent  to  judge  of  this  matter  as  any 
ot  that  honorable  body  may  be.  But  at  the  same 
time  men  gain  information  by  attrition  of  mind 
and  reasoning;  and  I  must  certaiily  be  nermitted 
to  state  here  that  I  thiok  the  upper  branch  have 
gained  some  information  of  the  desire  and  temper 
of  the  people  of  Boston  with  regard  to  the  cele- 
bi'tionof  toe  Fourth  of  July.  In  the  first  place, 
§5000,  to  a  great  many,  is  a  large  sum  ot  money. 
I  suppose  that  you  ana  I  would  think  we  had 
a  handsome  sum  if  we  had  earned  $5000 
ia  a  ftw  weeks.  But  $5000  for  the  celebration  of 
the  Fourth  of  July  in  a  city  like  Boston  wou'd  ap- 
pear to  every  othsr  city  in  the  republic  as  too 
insignificant  and  mean  a'sum  for  the  purpose.  It 
would  make  the  city  of  Boston  appear  something 
in  the  position  of  i he  man  who  bargained  tor  a 
second-hand  tombstone  for  his  grandmother's 
grave,  because  the  old  lady  had  been 
dead  so  long.  It  has  appeared  to  me 
m  the  whole  of  this  discission  that  11  the 
language  of  a  familiar  Latin  quotation — I 
do  cot  wish  to  appear  pedantic  by  quoting  Latin, 


for  I  am  no  Latin  scholar,  though  the  line  occurs 
tome  just  oow— medistutis8imusilris,"il\emi(i<Ue 
cour.-e  is  the  safest."  which  I  think,  sir,  is  the 
one  we  should  take  in  this  matter.  We  wish  to 
tieat  the  upper  branch  ot  the  City  Council 
with  courtesy  n  older  to  receive  it  in  re- 
turn, aid  it  is  no  reason  that  we  should 
treat  them  in  a  rilGCOuiteous  manner  and 
send  them  back  anything  that  emanates  from 
them  without  a  particle  ot  discus«ion  because 
we  have  received  it  thus,  any  more  than  you 
and  I  should  treat  an  individual  rudely  because 
he  forgets  courtesy  I  really  think,  as  I  have 
warmly  expressed  it  in  some  remarks  before — 
and  I  will  not  trust  myself  10  do  so  again — 
that  we  should  adopt  $10,500  as  a  middle  sum 
and  an  amount  proper  to  expend.  I  can  only  ray 
that,  if  the  patriotic  feeling— and  every  citizeu 
of  Boston  has  a  certain  amount  of  it— lingers  in 
our  breasts,  we  desire  to  observe  the  nation's 
birthday  as  become*  American  citizens,  proud  of 
our  republic,  and  a,  becomes  a  city  whose  posi- 
tion, name  and  reputation  we  are  proad  to  repre- 
sent. 

We  have  gentlemeu  who  stand  up  in  this  City 
Government  and  say  it  is  the  youth  of  Boston  who 
should  receive  lnst'uotion,  and  "we  old  fallows 
don't  wish  any  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July." 
JJow,  sir,  we  young  fellow;!  do  wish  to  learn  some- 
thing by  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July. 
This  "old-feilow"  style  reminds  me  ve  y  much  of 
a  very  noted  mau  of  old,  who  was  wioe  and  pow- 
erful, after  receiving  riches  and  wisdom  and  occu- 
pying the  highest  position,  of  ruler,  and  after 
reaching  the  summit  of  his  ambition,  Raid,  "Vani- 
ty of  vanities,  all  is  vanity."  He  had  enjoyed  them 
and  did  n't  an  vise  anybody  else  to  One  wbrd  about 
this  committee,  which  is  the  great  bugbear  about 
this  matter.  When  gentlemen  look  into  the  ex- 
pense of  the  cslebration,  there  is  feeling  that  a 
large,  amount  will  be  soent  for  incidentals;  for 
when  you  find  that,  in  an  aporopriation  ot  $19, 
000,  $2000  has  been  spent  for  refreshments  for  sub- 
committees, vod  may  well  suppose  that  the  com- 
mittee has  been  too  large,  and  \ou  begin  at  once 
to  apply  the  pruning  knite,  not  doubting 
that  the  most  approonate  place  ro  save  is  in  trim- 
ming down  the  committee  to  its  lowest  dimen- 
sions. If  human  nature  could  be  changed,  and 
men's  appetites  for  dinners  and  ice  creams  abated, 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  a  committee  of  one  from 
each  ward.  But  I  think  the  true  course  is 
to  vore  for  an  appropriation  of  $10,500  and  a  com- 
mittee ot  six  or  seven  f i  om  this  Council  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join ;  and  this  mat- 
ter being  presented  in  a  dignified  and  courteous 
manner,  I  should  hope  it  would  induce  the  other 
branch  to  meet  us  in  a  similar  spirit  for  a  mod- 
erate  celebration   of  the  nation's  birthday. 

Mr.  Shaw — 4  suggestion  has  been  made  to  me — 
to  which  1  am  perfectly  willing  to  submit— that  the 
ticktts  might  be  divided  pro  rata  among  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  That  has  n't  been  the  prac- 
tice, and  that  is  what  I  am  aiming  at.  I  want  to 
see  the  people  of  Boetoo  provided  with  tickets  to 
every  entertainment  that  is  offered;  andthatsug- 
gestion  having  been  made,  I  should  consent  to  a 
committee  of  half  a  dozen,  more  or  less,  if  they 
will  divide  the  tickets  pro  rata  among  memDers  of 
the  Council,  so  that  they  can  furnish  them  to  their 
constituents  in  their  own  way. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9 — I  should  like  to  inquire 
if  this  celebration  of  the  Fouith  of  July  is  not  to 
be  public  and  for  all  the  people?  If  we  have 
tickets  we  must  have  as  many  as  there  are  inhab- 
itants of  the  city.  I  would  n't  want  the  onerous 
duty  of  doling  out  six  or  eight  thousand  tickets  in 
my  watd. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22,  the 
President  of  the  Council  w<iS  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Jaques  to  make  the  sum 
$10,500  was  adopted. 

Mr.  WhitcDore  ot  Ward  4  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee consist  of  t.velve  members  of  the  Council. 
Lost. 

The  amendmsnt  of  Mr.  Jaques  to  make  the 
number  of  the  committee  six,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  was  adopted. 

The  order  as  then  amended  was  passed— yeas  57, 
nays  6. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry.  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditc,  Burgess,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Crocker, 
Curtis.  Cushing,  Cushman,  Day,  Devereux,  Ed- 
wards, Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Gold- 
th wait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Harngan,  Hicks,  Hiscock, 
Howes,  Jaques,  K*llev,  Kimball,  Kiogsley,  Leigh- 
ton,  Loring,   Moley,    Morrison,   Noyes,  Osborne, 


340 


COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Page,  Parker,  Peabody,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice, 
Sampson,  Shaw,  Smith,  Spiague,  Stacey.  Sweet- 
ser,  Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge,  Whit- 
comb,  Whitinore,  Willcutt,  Woods— 57. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anaerson,  Damon,,  Duggan, 
Kingsbury,  Thacher,  "Wilbur— 6. 

CONTRACTS  FOE  SUDBUBY  RIVEK  CONDUIT. 

In  accordance  with  notice,  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  was  accept- 
ed the  report  inexpedient  to  pass  the  order  in  re- 
lation tc  suieties  on  bonds  of  contractors  for 
building  Sudbury  River  conduit. 

Mr.  Shaw  requested  that  the  matter  be  post- 
poned till  tbe  next  meeting,  as  h*  had  engage- 
ments regarding  the  celebration  of  the  17th  inst. 
requiring  him  to  leave  at  8%  P.  M. 

Mr.  S.veetser  of  Ward  10 — I  hope  the  Councii 
will  vote  not  to  reconsider  that  subject,  as  it  will 
delay  the  action  of  the  Water  Boaid  very  much, 
and  I  am  aot  awaie  that  any  good  i  casein  can  be 
given  for  cucb  an  order.  They  have  opened  ths 
bids  and  awarded  tbe  contracts  to  parties  who  can 
give  satisfactory  bonds  in  New  York  State;  men 
woith  from  a  million  to  a  million  and  a  half  ot 
dollars;  the  bOTids  are  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
the  Water  Board,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  any- 
thing  should  be  tbiown  io  the  way  ot  consummat- 
ing tbose  coutracts.  If  any  good  reason  could 
be  given  I  should  not  object  to  a  week's 
delay.  In  one  instance  whera  a  courract 
has  been  awarded,  the  bonds  required  are  §50,000, 
and  the  next  lowest  bid  which  comes  in  in  tbe 
same  proportion  is  $60,000  more  than  on  the  bid 
of  the  partj  in  New  York,  whose  bondsmen  are  as 
good  as  any  in  Massachusetts  ind  perfectly  satis- 
factory to  the  Water  Board.  I  bope  the  Council 
will  vote  cot  to  ieconsicer. 

Mr.  Shaw— 1  undertake  to  say  that  no  legal  con- 
tract has  been  tuade.  Who  was  presicent  of  the 
Water  Board,  sir?  The  president  had  sent  in  his 
resignation  before  tbe  contracts  were  a  warned, 
and  he  hao  no  right  to  sii>n  them.  There  is  no  le- 
gal president  to  sign  tliem,  and  if  he  signed  any- 
tbing  he  did  so  after  he  had  re-'igned  his  place. 
There  is  no  question  about  that. 

Mr.  Noyesof  Ward  5 — No  contracts  have  been 
signed  as  yet. 

Mi.  Shaw— I  took  the  statement  of  the  geotle- 
maa  from  Ward  10,  wbo  said  the  contracts  had 
been  made  and  signed. 

Mr.  Sweetser — I  said  the  contracts  had  beeo 
made,  tut  not  signed. 

Mt.  Shaw — Well,  what  is  a  contract?  If  aeon- 
tract  is  mao'eit  must  be  signed  ;  that's  another  legal 
point  for  my  friend.  Is  a  contract  a  contract 
until  it  is  sighed?  Well,  the  gentleman  says  the 
contracts  are  mads.  I  leave  that,  sir,  where  it 
belongs.  He  thinks  no  reason  can  be  given  why 
we  should  refuse  to  take  bonds  of  a  party  outsioe 
of  the  State.  There  are  a  thousand  good  reasons. 
In  the  first  place,  tbey  eancot  be  reached  by  law 
and  made  to  answer  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Is  n't  it  necessary  in  thsse  times 
that  we  should  protect  ourseV  es?  I  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Council  for  good  rea- 
sons, and  if  they  do  not  grant  it  I  m'ist  stay  here 
and  neglect  other  business. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  a  postponement  in  order  to  satisfy  the  gen- 
tleman, or  any  otoer  member  of  the  Council,  if  I 
did  not  feel  that  the  public  interest  might  suffer 
by  so  doinj.  But  I  can  see  that  by  havir  sr  such  a 
motion  as  this  staud  as  unfinished  business,  the 
Water  Beard  might  hesitate  to  complete 
their  contracts.  Aside  from  that  I  tlimk 
the  thing  ought  to  be  settled  upon  it;  merits.  A 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  fassed  last  wees 
would  be  very  pernicious  in  its  action,  aud  verv 
injudicious  for  the  Council  to  adopt.  The  effect 
of  it  is  apparent.  It  mi^ht  and  probably  would 
necessitate  the  awarding  of  contracts  at 
higher  prices  than  might  otherwise  be  obtained. 
As  to  tbe  statement  that  we  cam  ot  have  suieties 
from  other  States  and  hold  them  responsible  in 
case  of  neglect,  it  seems  to  m;  it  cannot  be  sub- 
stantiated by  any  legal  evidence.  The  statement, 
was  thrown  out  that  the  CHv  Solicitor 
had  given  ouch  an  opinion.  I  ;,m  informed,  on  the 
contrary,  tnat  he  has  given  no  such  ouioion,  and 
I  don't  believe  that  any  lawyer  in  this  body  or 
city  would  give  Mich  an  opinion.  It  may  be  that, 
all  other  things  being  equal,  it  would  b-j  more 
convenient  to  have  all  the  sureties  residents  >f 
Massachusetts :  but  the  difference  is  very  slight 
compared  to  what  would  be  the  effect  of  accept- 
ing "  contracts  at  a  higher  price,  simply  that 
the  sureties  mav  be  in   the  State.    I  ax  informed 


that  the  contractors  are  all  responsible 
parties,  that  their  sureties  are  satisfac- 
tory, anc  that  the  next  highest  contract  is  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  bouas  in  difference.  It 
would  be  perfectly  preposterous  to  insist  upoa 
this  for  th«  sake  of  giving  someoody  else  a  con- 
tract: and  we  should  not  let  our  intellects  be 
clouded  by  such  statements  as  have  been  made 
here  in  regard  to  the  taking  of  sureties  from  out- 
side the  State.  I  hope  the  motion  will  be  acted 
u"on  tonight,  and  tnat  the  vote  wi^l  not  be  recon- 
sidered. 

Mi.  Monison  of  Ward  9 — Did  not  Mr.  <4ogin 
state  in  his  'etter  that  his  resignation  was  to  take 
effect  when  the  City  Government  should  elect  his 
successor?  and  isn't  he  th?  Presideit  of  the 
Watsr  Board  until  then? 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— The  action  of  Mr. 
Gogir.  was  taken  without  con  ultation  with 
or  aavice  from  bis  friends,  and  it  has  so 
complicated  the  position  of  the  Water  Board 
that  the  Citv  Solicitor  is  of  the  opinion  that 
it  might  invalidate  some  of  their  trao  -actions  if 
he  should  act  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  McCleary 
is  of  the  opinion  that  he  can  still  act  as  pr°sidenr, 
but  to  be  on  the  safe  side  tbe  Water  Board  have 
today  chosen  a  president  pro  tem.  Although  Mr. 
Gogin  acts  in  an  advisor*  capacity,  he  does  n't  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  legal  action  of  tae  board. 
Now,  sir,  the  main  question  before  the  committee 
is  simply  one  ot  expediency — whether  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  interfere  at  this  stage  of  proceedings  unless 
there  is  sufficient  cause.  You  all  understand  that 
advertisements  have  been  made  for  bids  for  the 
construction  of  tbe  entire  conduit  except  two  sec- 
tions. By  far  the  larger  part  of  the  confacts 
have  been  awarded  on  terms  the  specifications  tor 
which  were  primed  beforehand,  and  this  provision 
wa--  not  in  tnem.  The  specifications  simply  say 
that  the  bonds  shall  be  "satisfactory  to  the  Water 
Board."  A  contractor  is  bound  to  take  a  contract 
when  awarded  to  him;  and  it  does  scem  to  rue 
that  the  city  is  bound  in  good  faith  at  least  to  give 
him  the  contract.  The  contracts  have  been  award- 
ed to  the  lowest  bidder,  but  rot  signed.  It  it  found 
that  i  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  is  by  tar  the 
lowest  bidder  on  many  important  sections,  and  be 
offers  ;  s  his  surety  a  rL  an  whose  property  is  valued 
at  many  hundreds  of  thousands. — he  is  worth, 
probably,  a  million  of  dollars,  ana  is  considered 
perfectly  sound.  He  has  been  consideied  an  ade- 
quate bond  and  surety  for  a  very  large  amount  of 
work  in  this  neighborhood.  He  tvas  tbe  lowest 
bidder  unon  the  work  for  ths  Biookline  ivafrer 
wot ks,  and  it  was  then  thought  impossible  for 
him  to  execute  that  coutract  on  the  terms 
proposed;  but  he  has  finished  his  work  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  parties,  says  he  has  made  a 
good  thiag  out  of  it,  and  is  satisfied  to  take  mou 
at  Xhs  s;,nie  price.  That  being  the  case,  rhe  most 
careful  scrutiny  the  Water  Board  have  been  able 
to  make  shows  that  the  ciry  will  be  abundantly 
secure,  and  it  did  seem  ill-advised  to  the  commit- 
tee to  throw  this  check  into  the  wort  at  this  time. 
If  the  contractors  and  tneir  boutismen  were  not 
known  in  this  neighborhood,  the  case  would  be 
different.  But  now  I  do  not  see  that  anything 
can  be  gained  by  interposing  this  objection. 
Therefore  the  committee  leported  as  they  did. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  desire  to  be  set  right  on  this  mat- 
ter. I  never  heard  ot  this  ordtr  until  it  was  in- 
troduced cv  the  gentleman  from  Ware  7.  and 
when  it  wis  offered  I  gave  my  ipiuiou  uuon  it.  1 
think  the  older  is  light  in  princiole.  I  don't  care 
anything  about  the  New  JVisey  man.  I  ;>u"i 
know  a  single  bidder  or  a  single  gentle- 
man who  has  been  offered  as  bondsman.  I 
know  nothing  winxever  about  that  part  of  it, 
and  I  care  nothing  about  it.  It  is  only  matter 
of  principle  with  me;  but  I  say  he  i  «e 
can  get  bondsmen  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, among  our  en  citizens,  it  is  on 
duty  to  do  so.  There  is  n't  a  lawyer 
here  but  perfectly  understands  the  embarrass- 
ment of  collecting  any  amount  froai  citizens  out- 
side of  Massachusetts.  I  make  that  statement  as 
one  founded  upon  principle.  Tb.tr  all.  People 
may  think  I  have  some  friend  interested,  or  some- 
thing else  that  I  care  for.  I  declare  again  that  1 
never  heard  a  syllable  in  legard  to  it.  till  it  came 
from  rhe  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  1  don't  desire 
to  press  this  matter.  If  I  am  wrong  let  the  Coun- 
cil say  so.  I  speak  ot  it  only  as  B  matter  oJ 
principle,  with  no  feeling  in  regard  to  it  run!  no 
interest  in  it.  1  am  willing  to  let  tbe  peoale  cf 
Boston  know  that  there  is  at  least  our  man  heie 
who  is  willing  to  protect  the  treasury.  Gentlemen 
maj   l-Aigh  and  smile;  but   I  re;  resent  a  prinei- 
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pie.  There  is  n't  a  lawyer  here  who  doesn't  un- 
cerstan'i  my  position. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— It  appears  that  the 
advertisements  have  ceen  made,  the  contracts 
awardtd  aud  boods  have  oeen  given  satisfactory 
to  the  Water  Boaia;  and  after  that  here  comes  a 
proposition — call  it  light  or  what  you  please,  it  is 
very  u'.iu.'ual—  ihat  the  gentleman  from  N.w 
Jersey,  after  complying  with  every  requisi- 
tion, shall  not  g°t  the  contract  unless  he 
supplies  Massachusetts  hooasweo,  no  mater 
how  solvent,  how  nble  his  bondsmen  maybe  to 
guarantee  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract.  Nov 
I  ask  every  member  of  this  Council  if  that  is  just 
and  fail  ?  if  it  is  equitable  at  this  tune?  ii  ii  is 
good  faith  on  the  part  o(  the  city,  after  notifying 
him  that  bonds  horn  outside  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts would  be  received,  aail  the  contract 
has  uei'ii  awarded,  to  say  that  he  shall  not  have  it, 
because  perhaps  we  might  be  put  to  a  little  trou- 
ble to  collect  those  bouos.  I  say  it  is  unfair.  I 
say  it  is  too  late  to  offer  that  objection,  and  I 
hope  the  vote  will  nor  be  reconsideied. 

Mr.  Shan — What  I  had  to  say  related  to  the 
future.  The  city  is  hound  to  striidbyher  own 
faith.  But  nothing  like  a  majority  ot  the  con- 
tracts have  been  yet  awarded— certainly  not  one  of 
tnem  made.  If  a  horse  has  got  oticside  of  the 
bare,  the  door  can  be  closed  to  keep  the  other 
horse*  in.  Therefore,  I  say,  my  principle  is  right. 
I  go  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  I  say  the  city 
should  keep  its  faith.  I  don't  propose  to  go  back 
upon  anything  that  is  properly  done,  even  if  no* 
stiictly  legal,  provided  it  is  done  in  good  faith  by 
an  honoiable  committee. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  the  main 
question  was  ordered  anu  the  motion  to  reconsid- 
er was  lost. 

Sen  t  up 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  AND  CITY  REGISTRAR. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  submitted  the  following, 
which,  on  his  motion,  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  specially  assigned  for  8.30  P.M.  t.vo  weeks 
from  tonight. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  weie  instructed  to  i  onsider  and  reporc  if  any 
action  is  necessary  to  defii  e  the  duties  of  the  City 
Registrar  and  the  Boaro-pf  Health;  also  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  placiog  the  City  Regis- 
trar under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
having  examined  the  subject  and  beard  the  va- 
rious parties  interested,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report:  The  respective  duties  of  the 
City  Registrar  and  the  Board  of  Health  aie,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  elsarly  defined  by  stat- 
ute and  ordinance.  Bv  the  former  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  physicians,  uudertakets,  and  pe.-sons  hav- 
ing charge  of  funerals,  to  make  certain  returns 
to  city  or  town  clerks,  or  registrars,  for  record. 
By  the  latter  full  powers  for  the  regulation  ot  in- 
terments and  the  issuiug  of  licenses  therefor 
have  been  delegared  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
which  board  now  require,  as  a  conoitiou  piecedent 
to  the  issuing  of  such  licence,  a  certificate  of  sub- 
stantially the  same  facts  which  the  statute  le- 
quires  to  be  certified  to  the  Clerk  or  Registrar.  It 
is  asserted  by  t he  pi esentCity  Registrar  that  owing 
to  a  mistaken  assumption  that  the  ceitificate  re- 
quired Dy  the  Board  of  Health  is  in  lieu  of,  in- 
stead of  additional  to,  that  required  by  statute 
for  tue  purpose  of  record,  the  duty  of  furnishing 
the  latter  has  be- n  gre;tly  neglect sd.  If  this  be 
so,  and  the  committee  have  no  reason  to  dojot 
the  fact,  thev  would  sugg  -st  that  an  enforcement 
of  the  statute  penalty  would  suffice  in  a  verv 
short  time  to  dissipate  the  erroneous  belief  ie- 
ferred  to.  The  rquiremencs  of  the-  Board  of 
Health  seem  to  the  committee  reasonable  auo 
proper,  and  the  trouble  of  furnishing  duplicate 
ceitihcates,  one  for  the  obviously  necessary  uses 
of  the  Boarrt  of  Health,  and  the  other  for  legal 
record,  seems  to  the  committee  too  trifling  tor 
consideration. 

Upon  tte  first  proposition  submitted  to  theua 
the  committee  would  reDort  that  no  action  is 
necessary  to  define  the  duties  of  the  City  Regis- 
trar and  the  Board  of  Health,  but  that,  in  thir 
opinioc,  the  former  officer  should  cause  the  stat- 
ute penalties  to  baenforcad  against  those  who  fail 
to  furnish  the  certificates  requnea  by  law  to  be 
made  to  him. 

With  regard  to  the  second  question  referred  to 
this  committee,  namely,  whether  it  is  expedient 
to  place  the  City  Registrar  under  the  control  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  a  majority  of  the  committee 
are  satisfied  that  as-  matters 'are  conducted   at 


present  the  city  is  incurring  a  wholly  unnece'sarv 
expense  in  having  the  records  of'  deaths  made 
twice  over  in  two  distinct  offices.  The  hoard  of 
Health,  is  the  uarties  whose  duty  it  is  to  wat':h 
over  the  health  ot  the  city  and  to  note  the  begin- 
nings and  the  causes  of  oisease,  seem  evidently  to 
he  the  authorities  into  whose  hanrts,  and  under 
whoo°  supervision  these  returns  should  be  trade, 
and  in  whose  immediate  charge  the  lecords  and 
statistics  denuced  fiom  these  ret'irns  should  be 
placed;  and  this  is  understood  to  be  what  is  actu- 
ally done  in  most,  if  not  in  all,  ihe principal  cities 
of  the  Union.  The  laoor  of  dnmi  all  the  work  ov,-  r 
again  in  the  City  Registrar's  office  seems  to  be  en- 
tirely superfluous  and  to  involve  a  waste  of  the 
city's  money,  and  ought  not  to  bQ  allowed  to  con- 
tinue. If  the  registration  of  deaths  should  be 
taken  from  the  City  Registrar  there  wovld  be  left 
bi:u  only  the  registration  of  births  and  marriages. 
But  it  would  certainly  be  most  ap  ropri- 
ate  that  the  registration  of  births  should 
be  made  in  the  same  office  as  that  of  deaths.  It, 
as  would  seem  proper,  thi-  registration  of  births 
should  be  also  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
the  only  duty  left  to  the  City  Registrar  would  be 
in  relatiou  to  marriages,  and  it  wo.U  certainly 
be  hardly  advisable  to  keep  up  an  office  which  is 
now  run  at  an  annual  expense  to  the  citv  of  over 
$8000  merely  for  the  purpose  of  registration  of 
marriEges.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason 
why  this  matter  might  not  also  be  transferred  to 
the  Board  of  Health  and  the  office  ot  City  Regis- 
trar abolished.  This,  of  couise,  could  not  be  ac- 
compl.sbeit  without  the  aid  of  the  State  Legisl  i- 
ture,  and  the  majority  of  the  committee  would 
recomxend  that,  in  order  that  the  results  above 
suggested  may  be  accomplished,  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  retition  tbe  next  General  Court  for 
the  enactment  of  a  statute  which  shall  transfer 
the  present  duties  of  the  City  Registrar  to  the 
Board  of  Health  or  to  some  officer  to  be  appointed 
by  said  roard,  and  to  act  under  its  control  and 
supervision.  Respectfully  submitted, 

A.   O.   BlGELOW. 

David  P.  Kimball. 
Uriel  H.  Crocker. 
Henry  H.  Sprague. 
O.  H.  Pierce. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Geueral  Court,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  the  passage  of  an  act  transfer-ing  to  tbe 
Board  of  Health,  or  to  soa:e  officer  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  them,  the  powers  and  duties  now  exercised 
bv  the  City  R-gisttar. 

The  undersigned,  'vhile  agreeing  fully  in  the 
committee's  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  first  mat- 
ter submitted  for  consideration,  respectfully  dis- 
sent therefiom  in  regard  to  the  second  proposi- 
tion, for  the  following  reasons: 

The  question  which  the  undersigrPd  supposa  to 
have  been  intended  by  tbe  Council  is  the  expedi- 
ency of  applying  to  the  Legislature  for  such  a 
ch?  age  in  the  city  charter  as  was  proposed  upon 
this  point  lyths  commissiooers  on  revision  in 
their  original  draft,  but  which  was  not  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  This  Changs  proposed 
simply  to  make  the  Registrar  the  appointed  sub- 
ordinate of  the  Board  of  HeaHh,  under  Tshos?  di- 
rection and  in  whose  office  the  legal  records  pro- 
vided for  by  statue  should  for  tue  futute  be  made 
and  kept.  By  this  ai  rangement  the  Registrar 
would  Temain,  as  now,  lesponsible  to  and  subject 
to  tbs  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth as  well  as  to  those  of  the  boaid  ap- 
pointing him.  But  the  conclusion  at  which  the 
committee  have  arrived  is  in  favor  of  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  different  course,  viz.,  that  of  abolishing 
the  office  and  the  transfer  of  its  duties  directly  to 
the  Board  of  Health. 

The  undersigned  cannot  regard  such  change  as 
desirable,  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  intention  of  the  statute  in  toe  creation  of 
this  office  appears  to  have  been  the  preservation 
of  the  legal  evidence  or  '■ertain  facts  in  an  authen- 
ticated foim,  and  their  record  by  an  officer, 
chosen  for  the  purpose,  whose  certificate  is  -nade 
prima  facie  evidence  of  such  tacts  in  all  lerral 
proceedings.  As  a  recording  officer,  whose  duties 
ai  e  defined  by  law,  he  is  subject  to  heavy  penal- 
ties tor  any  neglect  thereof.  Like  otner  record- 
ing officers,  he  makes  returns  to  and  ieceives  in- 
structions fioai  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  duties  of  the  newly  created  Board  of  Health 
have  reference  only  to  the  sanitary  conditiou  of 
the  city.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  they 
should  obtain  the  most  reliable  vital  statistics  in 
a1!  matters  relating  to  death  and  disease.    The  in- 
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formation  formerly  received  through  the  Regis- 
trar's office  is  claimed  to  have  been  defective 
and  erroneous.  Were  there  no  other  method  of 
remedying  this  evil  than  a  transfer  of  the 
whole  business  of  this  recording  officer  to  the 
direction  and  custod\  of  a  board  created  for  a 
widely  different  object,  a  different  question  would 
arise.  But  it  woula  seem  thdt  another  simple  and 
satisfactory  method  has  been  resorted  10,  by 
which  reliable  infoimation  concerning  deata  and 
disease  is  now  obtained  without  the  necessitv  of 
the  boai  d's  assuming  likewise  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  an  office  of  legal  lecordof  births, 
deaths  and  marriages,  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

Personal  incompetency,  if  established  oy  erro- 
neous ar;d  deficieot  leturns,  is  not  necessarily  an 
argument  for  so  radical  a  change  of  system  as  is 
here  proposed.  If  it  be  thence  argued  that  the 
position  should  be  no  longer  elective  by  the  City 
Council  (which  tbe  undersigned  do  not  admit), 
then  it  seems  to  the  undersigned  that  the  proper 
person  to  exercise  the  appointing  cower  and  to 
assume  the  custody  of  cbe  records'tor  public  use 
weuld  be  the  City  Clerk,  who  is  himself  by  law 
the  Reeistrar  in  all  cities  aad  towns  below  a  cer- 
tain population. 

Assuming,  however,  thac  the  City  Council  are 
equally  capable  of  ihoosing  a  reliable  and  efficient 
person  to  fill  tbe  position  of  Registrar  ao  they  are 
to  elect  a  City  Clerk  of  like  qualifications,  it  would 
seein  to  tbe  undersigned  a  direccadvantage  to  the 
Board  of  Health  chat  cbe  official  statistics  show- 
ing che  coanges  from  time  to  time  in  the  djatb 
rate,  and  thus  testifying  to  the  greater  or  less 
value  of  tbeir  services,  should  issue  from  an  in- 
dependent office  ackoowledged  to  be  disinterested 
in  the  sanitary  results  to  be  therefiom  deduced. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  registration  pre- 
scribed by  statue  could  be  accomplished  more 
economically  in  the  office  of  tbe  Board  of  Health 
than  under  tbe  City  Registrar,  since  the  services 
«f  a  superintendent  would  be  lequired,  together 
with  the  sams  clerical  fores  now  employed.  The 
statute  registration  costing  the  same  in  either 
office,  the  only  economv  which  the  undersigned 
can  perceive  would  be  in  the  force  now  em  ployed 
in  recoiuing  and  tabulating  the  statistics  of  death 
and  disease,  which  the  board  collect  from  physi- 
cians and  undertakers.  If,  as  has  been  asserted, 
tha  board  require  for  their  use  more  extended 
and  differently  tabulated  leturns  than  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  statute  the  amount  saved  might  be 
trifling  in  the  extreme,  as  the  clerical  force  now 
employed  by  the  Registrar  would  not,  in  such 
cases,  suffice. 

The  undersigned  fully  agree  that  if  two-thirds 
of  theRegistrar's legal  duties  should  be  transferred 
by  statue  to  the  Board  of  Heal cb,  the  remainder 
had  better  follow,  but  they  cannot  regatd  this 
statement  of  a  hypothetical  case  as  an  argument 
in  favor  of  the  ti  ansfer  supposed. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  tbe  business  of  the 
public  office  of  record  for  butns,  deaths  aad  mar- 
riages, and  intentions  to  marry,  is  better  provided 
for  according  to  tbe  General  Statutes  under  cleiks 
or  registrars  than  bv  the  contemplated  transfer  of 
the  same  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  it  seeming, 
moreover  to  the  undersigned  chat  those  advocat- 
ing tbe  change  and  upon  wnom  lies  the  burden  of 
proof,  have  failed  to  show  the  existence  of  any 
evil  which  has  not  been,  or  cannot  be,  remedied 
excepi  by  such  change,  the  undersigned  respect- 
fully dissent  from  tne  recommendation  of  the 
committee.  Conviaced,  however,  of  the  desitabil- 
lty  of  placing  che  department  in  question  under 
the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, thev  would  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

S.  M.  QtriNcy. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

John  E.   Fitzgerald. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  City  Council  be  in- 
structed to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  amend- 
ing said  rules  and  orders  as  to  provide  for  the  es- 
tdblisnment  of  a  joint  standing  committee  on  the 
City  Registrar's  Department. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

On  motiou  of  Mr.  Bracket!  of  Ward  10  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8y2 
o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.,  report  in  favo:  of  order  for  a 
market  for  sale  of  provisions,  etc.,  on  land  ot  the 
Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation.  [City  Doc.  No.  75, 
1875.] 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 


Boston,  June  8, 1875. 
Minority  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Expediency 
of  Establishing  a  Vegetable  Market  at  Mercan- 
tile Wharf. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  tbat  committee, 
most  respectfully  dissent  from  the  report  of  the 
majority,  for  the  folio-vine  reasons :  That  the  evi- 
dence produced  was  wholly  auo  completely  a 
matter  of  pecuniary  interest  between  partv  and 
party,  ata  in  nowise  was  it  a  demand  of  the  great 
public,  who  were  inconvenienced  by  its  Dresent 
location  at  India  wharf,  and  desired  a  change; 
that  the  evidence  only  elicited  this  fact— that  cer- 
tain interested  persons,  who,  while  loudly  claim- 
ing to  have  the  city's  welfare  at  bean,  were  only 
seeking  to  advance  their  own  cause  by  making  the 
city  of  Boston  a  party  to  aid  them,  bv  the  purchase 
of  the  laud  necessary  to  atcain  that  desired  object 
through  che  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation,  when, 
at  the  same  time,  the  fact  was  apparent  to  every 
citizen  of  Boston  who  might  seek  to  inform  him- 
self, that  ample  at  d  complete  facilities  had  already 
existed  for  two  years  at  India  wharf,  where  the 
city  had  placed  them.  And  in  so  far  as  ample 
room,  general  convenience,  and  facilities  for 
transacting  the  business  m  detail  of  av-getable 
maiket,  general  satisfaction  has  been  universally 
expressed  by  all  the  occupants.  This  fact  is  be- 
yoad  thepowei  of  contradiction  by  the  evidence 
before  \our  committee,  of  a  large  part  ot  tbe 
farmers  and  maibet  gardeners  who  were  and  are 
occupants  of  stalls  at  India  wharf.  But  very  few 
seemed  to  entertain  any  other  opinion  except  that 
of  general  satisfaction,  and  only  asked  to  be  left 
to  pursue  and  manage  toeir  own"  business  in  their 
own  way,  without  municipal  interferencs,  except 
the  nrotec'.ion  afforded  every  citizen  by  the  au- 
thorities to  pursue  his  calling  unmolested  and 
secure. 

And  further,  that  the  Mercantile  'Vharf  Com- 
pany, the  principal  party  in  this  transaction,  have 
long  shown  a  desire  to  sell  the  city  this  'land, 
anc  have  been  in  treaty  for  this  purpose  for  the 
past  two  years ;  but  owing  to  litigation  on  account 
of  the  laying  out  of  Atlantic  avenue,  was  tempora 
rily  abandoned.  That  they  nave  so  sought  to  make 
the  city  of  Boston  or  purcbaset  (is  apparent  from 
the  evidence  produced  before  your  com  caittee,  aad 
that  at  an  enormous  p.ofit  when  we  consider  the 
cost  of  tilling  in  the  tcrnto.y,  aud  the  betterments 
assessed  thereon.  For  example:  Bj  tbe  testimo- 
ny of  Mr.  Hy«e,  who  aDpeared  as  counsel  for  this 
corporation,  and  who  was  an  officer  of  tbe  com- 
pany, it  appeared  in  evidence  that  vha  city  filled 
m  say  about  81,000  feet  for  which  <vas  charged 
§51,000.  This  amount  covers  about  one-half  of 
their  property ;  the  whole  amount,  as  te- titled  to 
before  your  committee,  being  165,560  Feet  on  which 
was  assessed  by  tbe  city  betterment^  ia  the  sum 
of  $75,000  cash  and  34,000  feet  of  land  throwa  in 
for  extension  of  Clinton  and  Richmond  streets,  in 
addition  to  which  was  an  assessment  laid  by  the 
city  of  810,000  for  a  sewer,  aud  allowed  and  paid 
by  the  corporation.  And  it  further  appears  in 
the  evidence  given  before  your  committee,  that 
the  average  cost  of  filling  tni.i  territory  over  and 
above  betterments  and  value  of  land,  was 
SJ1.70per  foot,  and  yet  iu  March  or  April,  1875, 
the  agent  of  this  corporation  Darned  $5.50  as  the 
price  per  foot,  at  the  same  time  agreeing  to  ex- 
tend Clinton  and  Richmond  |street  through  and 
over  the  territory  fifty  (50)  feet  wide  to  Atlantic 
avenue.  This  may  have  appeared  to  be  a  very  gen- 
erous offer.  But  when  the  fact  was  shown  thai 
the  Assessors'  value  ot  this  territory  in  and  for 
1874  was  §2.75  pel  foot,  we  fail  to  see  what  good 
reason  can  be  given  for  demanding  of  the  city 
$4.75  per  foot,  unless  the  coiporation  imagined 
themselves  masters  of  the  situation,  and  that  the 
necessities  of  the  city  would  compel  its  pur- 
chase for  ?.  market  either  at  the  present  time  or  in 
the  iear  future.  Your  committee  are  constrained 
to  say  that  certain  expert  tesnmony  on  the 
value  of  land  in  and  about  that  vicinity,  given  in 
tbe  early  part  of  the  hearing,  tended  strongly  in 
that  direction. 

Much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  tne  fact  that  the 
present  income  received  by  the  city  of  the  market 
house  is  equal  to  twenty-four  per  cent,  on  its 
original  cost,  aud,  therefore,  the  city  should  by 
all  means  pin  chase  this  Mercantile-wharf  prop- 
erty at  any  price,  as  a  matter  of  salvation.  Or,  in 
plain  terms,  perhaps  we  may  say  that,  to  arrest 
the  deterioration  of  the  market-house  property, 
which  will  surely  take  place  by  the  continuance 
of  the  vegetable  "market  in  its  present  location  at 
Iudia  wharf,  the  city  must  purchase  this  property. 
This  argument  is  a  fallacy,  and  canuot lie  enter- 
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Mined  for  an  inst?nt  by  anv  intelligent  man.  The 
maikei  house  is  a  fixed  fact,  ami  its  business,  as 
well  as  its  success,  has  been  made  solely  by  the 
thrift  aucl  untiin.g  zeal  aid  indu  try  of  its  occu- 
pants, who  have  built  up  its  eaorinous  trade 
through  clos ;  application  ami  go  m  f  air  deali  ig. 
To  use  the  common  ph.  asP,itcaunot  be  wiped  out. 
For,  wherever  you  may  lasate  a  vegetable  market 
suited  to  the  general  convenience  of  Che  people,  you 
cannot  dist.ut b  th  e  business  of  Faneuii  Hall  Mai K  - 1 
or  hazard  its  succtss.  It  has  continued  through 
a  long  series  of  years  (a  hair  a  century) 
and  the  same  line  of  policy  is  pursued  there  now 
in  its  method  of  trade  as  when  it  was  commenced) 
—  good  articles  at  a  fair  profit. 

Much  has  been  said,  as  to  the  "monopoly"  by 
the  occupants  or  Faneml  Hall  Market,  ami  manv 
tnt'lltgent  people  seem  credulous  ei.ougn  to 
believe  it  to  be  true,  ro  a  certain  extent;  yet 
those  who  are  coi.ver-anc  with  trie  oietliod  of 
dealing  there,  and  the  character  of  flie  occupants 
of  stalls  and  cellars,  and  understand  the  perisha- 
ble nature  of  the  several  articles  "dealt  in," 
pronounce  this  simply  "an  absurdity."  The  same 
reply  can  be  made  to  the  "hue  and  cry"  of 
bonuseo,  which  seem  to  be  alarming  to  many 
rniids;  and  the  oraclusion  they  arrive  at  is,  that 
the  bonuu  is,  iu  part,  the  increased  value  of  the 
marker  house,  a  d  belongs  to  the  city  ot  Boston, 
as  part  of  its  property.  This  opi-aron,  if  piac- 
tically  carried  out,  as  has  been  suggested  by  some 
few,  in  times  past,  woo  inigbt  have  "envied" 
these  occupants  their  success  througa  a  lon^ 
series  of  y.ais,  would  be  in  plain  terms,  robbery. 
For  what  does  any  intelligent  and  fair-minded  man 
mean  ay  "bonus."  Why,  simply  the  value  caused 
by  fair  and  honest  dealing  and  uninterrupted  suc- 
cess, and  commonly  known  as  "good  will"  and  is 
stncrlv  the  propem  of  the  person  occupying  the 
premises.  We  might  with  rhe  same  propriety 
take  his  wallet  or  pocketbook  iud  appropriate  it 
to  our  own  use  as  to  take  this  sum  that  a  bonus 
realized.  "In  a  word,"  it  is  part  of  nis  stock  in 
trade.  The  ''minority"  mention  ihis  matter  of 
bonuses  as  an  exemplification  of  the  past  success 
and  general  prosperity  of  >he  occupants  of  Fan- 
euil  Hall  Market  House,  as  well  a-  "an  augury" 
for  ihe  future,  and  proves  the  truth  of  this  prin- 
ciple of  political  economy—  that  the  less  legisla- 
tion the  better  in  the  matter  of  markets  and  mar- 
ket dealers.  But  allow  them  to  pursue  "tbe  even 
tenor  of  their  way"  undisturbed  a,ad  free  fiom  a 
superabundance  of  mui  icipal  regulations.  We 
are  impressed  with  the  force  of  this  truth — "the 
greater  the  freedom  tbe  suier  the  success."  That 
we  see  no  good  »ud  sufficie'it  reason  why  the  city 
of  Boston  should  enter  into  the  project  of  land 
purchases  for  a  market,  or  in  any  way  to  control 
chem,  any  moie  thau  they  would  to  purchase  and 
ei>t?r  into  any  other  branch  cf  industry. 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  authority  granted 
to  a  town  or  city  government  to  do  this.  But  it  is 
their  especial  province,  as  the  conti oiling  power, 
>o  regulate  by  mu -icipal  law,  wholesome  in  its 
character,  as  well  as  to  provide  iu  every  way  with- 
in its  means,  the  cot  veiience  aad  accommodation 
of  its  citizens  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  proouce 
of  this  ki  d.  This  we  feel  the  city  has  already  ac- 
coiiiplisoed  in  the  present  location,  and  there 
the  city's  duty  is  ended.  In  concluding  this  vexa- 
tious subject  your  committee  feel  constrained  to 
sav,  they  tarn>stly  protest  against  the  city  of 
Bo-ton's  purchasing  the  Merchantile-wbarf  prop- 
erty at  the  present  time.  That  it  is  uncalled  for  by 
any  presumed  necessity  as  unwise  and  injudicious 
a  rd  airdint.  one  more  burden  to  a  -  already  heavily 
taxed  people;  that  business  of  every  kind  is 
prostrate;  that  values  are  daily  shrinking; 
that  large  masses  of  the  people  are  idle  and  seek- 
ing in  vaio  for  bmploymeut;  th  it  in  proportion 
as  property  shrinks,  rates  of  taxation  must  ad- 
vance, thereby  increasing  the  people's  expenses 
with  no  compensating  iucnme,  aod  every  branch 
of  public  industry  is  surrounded  with  gloom  and 
despondency;  that  if  anv  necessity  may  arise  in 
the  future  for  the  purchase  of  this  property  as 
contemplated,  it  does  not  <-xist  now,  and  may  at 
pome  future  time  be  purchased  at  a  more  favor- 
able price  and  under  more  prosperous  circum- 
stances. John  N.  Devereux. 

Mr.  Devereux  moved  that  his  report  be  printed 
and  that  the  wnole  subject  be  specially  assigned 
for  half-past  eight  o'clock  at  the  next  meeting. 

Discussion  ensued  as  to  che  propriety  of  a  post- 
ponement for  more  toau  a  week,  Mr.  Devereux  of 
Ward  22,  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5.  Mr.  Whitmoie  of 
Ward  4,  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  speaking  briefly  in  favor,    arguing   that 


both  reports  should  be  well  considered  before  ac 
tion.  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of 
Ward  7,  thougur  the  Council  already  familiar  with 
the  subject,  and  that  the  discussion  should  com- 
mence a'  once. 

Mr.  Flynn  moved  that  it  oe  assigned  for  two 
weeks  hence.    Lost— 25  for,  37  against. 

The  motion  to  assign  for  half-past  eight,  o'clock 
on  Thursday  next  prevailed,  with  an  amendment 
Off  ire  1  by  Mr.  H  rrigan  of  Ward  1,  that  the  mi- 
nority repoit  be  sent  in  print  to  the  members  on 
Saturday. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM   CITY  OFFICERS. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  May.    Sent,  up. 

School  Committee.  Requf sts  were  received  from 
the  School  Committee  for  the  fitting  up  and  fur- 
nishing of  a  room  in  the  Adams  Schoolbouse  for 
the  use  of  the  master  ;  for  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  the  Minot  Scooo]  in  Neponset,  Ward  16; 
for  additional  accommodations  for  the  Howard 
Grammar  School  of  the  Brighton  District;  and 
tor  the  fitting  up  of  a  lecture  room  for  chemistry 
and  physics  in  the  Bowditcn  School.  Severally 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion.   Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Petition  ot  Sampson 
&  Warren,  that  Bunker  Hill  street  be  graded. 
Sent  up. 

Bv  Mr.  Dacey  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  George 
Curtis  et  al.,  that  Roxburv  Charrel  be  dredged. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  the  Harbor. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  John 
Careu,  for  extension  cf  time  in  which  to  build  on 
land  purchased  of  the  city  in  1871.  Referied  to 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lsiods 

By  Mr.  Brackett  ot  Ward  10— Petition  of  Jo- 
hanna Hatch  for  compensation  for  damages 
caused  by  alleged  defects  in  Eaton  street.  Re- 
ferred to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

S«veially  sent  op. 

NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE  IN  DORCHESTER. 

Mr.  Page  of  Waid 9  submitted  a  repoi  t  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  re- 
quest of  School  Committee  for  a  site  for  school- 
house  in  the  Do  Chester  Everett  District,  recom- 
meoding  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  schoolhouse 
site,  a  lot  of  land  owned  by  E.  W.  Clark,  situated 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Crescent  avenue,  con- 
taining 31,600  square  teet,  more  or  less,  with  the 
ouilring  thereon;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  $20,000.  to  be  charged  to  che  appropriation 
for  the  Purchase  of  a  Grammar  Schoolhouse  Site 
in  the  Dorchester  Everett  District. 

Ordered  to  a  second  rexding. 

THE  COCHITUATE   WATER  BOARD. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water  that  the  or- 
der for  a  joint  special  committee  to  nominate  a 
member  of  the  Cochiruate  Water  Board  in  pP.ce 
of  Thomas  Gogiu,  resigned,  ought  to  pass.  The 
report  was  accepted,  the  order  read  a  second  time 
and  passed,  and  Messis.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Sweetser 
of  ^  ard  10,  and  Leighton  ot  Ward  1  were  appoint- 
ed on  saio  committee".    Sent  up. 

COMMON  AND   PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Shaw  cf  Ward  5  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Giounds  oe  authoiized  to  expend,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made,  a  sum 
nor  exceeding  $1000  for  plants;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appronriatton  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $500  for  rnowicg  machines;  said 
sum  to  be  ch  »rged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  spend  for  work, 
in  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made 
tor  that  purpose,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1500 ;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  an  addi- 
tional sum,  not  exceeding  $10,000,  for  labor;  tbe 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds. 
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Mr.  Shaw — lhis  is  the  usual  form  for  putting  iu 
these  orders.  They  are  for  toe  expenditure  of 
money  appropriated  the  first  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16 — I  understand  this  is  an 
order  for  the  purchase  of  plants,  and  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon if  it  is  customary  in  the  pui  chase  of  plants 
to  invite  comoetition  from  the  various  florists  in 
the  city  by  advertisement  01  otherwise,  and  if 
that  has  been  the  custom  of  the  committee  in  past 
years. 

Mr.  Sh«.w-  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
for  two  years,  and  I  can  answer  the  question  by 
saying  that  it  has  always  been  the  practice  to  do 
so,  and  never  more  so  than  this  year,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  "Wad  16  well  knows.  At  any  rate, 
there  are  members  of  the  committee  who  can  en- 
lighten him  u Don  that  point  better  than  I  can. 
Plants  grow,  and  I  hope  trie  gentleman's  ideas 
will  grow  also.  Members  of  the  committee  have 
made  an  effort  10  obtai.i  plants  fiom  some  of  his 
friends,  and  they  can  reiate  tb.ir  experience  in 
that  particular.  I  am  not  as  much  of  a  ooraeist 
as  some  others,  but  I  have  to  pass  upon  such  mat- 
ters. 

Mi.  Orocker  of  Ward  6— I  notice  also  that  it  is 
proposed  to  authoriz--  the  committee  to  buy  mow- 
ing machires,  ana  I  would  like  to  inquire  wheiber 
it  is  necessary  to  pay  money  to  the  patentees,  and 
whether  it  would  n't  be  necsssaiy  to  throw  some 
laborers  out  of  employment  by  the  use  of  them  m- 
steao  of  the  scythes. 

Mr.  Shaw — The  size  of  the  gentleman's  ideas 
shows  how  little  he  knows  about  such  matters.  I 
go  for  patentees  and  patent  lawyers  and  every- 
thing else  patent;  I  claim  to  have  apatent  myself 
in  a  good  mauv  matters.  The  mowing  machines 
cut  deeper  than  the  gentleman  thinks.  He  fre- 
quently passes  across  the  Common,  tor  he 
lives  in  that  noble  ward  upon  that  Lobls  hill 
whose  base  is  upon  the  Common.  I  called 
at  his  office  the  other  day,'  and  I  found  trora 
his  partner  that  he  was  basking  in  the 
sunshine  ot  the  Common  —  a  very  common 
affair— or  otherwise  recuperating.  I  can  only 
say  that  the  money  will  bs  speut  for  the 
best  mowing  machines  that  can  be  found, 
and  I  hope  to  find  a  legal  machine  that  can  better 
look  into  the  matter  than  he  is  able  to,  and  dis- 
cuss it  with  mors  knowledge,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ridiculing  it,  or  bringing  up  the  question 
of  sweeping  machine-,  or  making  sweeping  sug- 
gestions. If  the  gentleman  wants  a  plain,  square 
answer  to  the  question  from  me,  he  will  get  it. 
The  committee  discussed  all  thos^  matters, 
and  they  are  all  passed  upon  by  a  ma- 
jority vote.  And  never,  sir,  were  these  matters 
discucsed  more  than  they  have  been  this  year  by 
thi  gentleman's  colleague  [Mr.  Guild],  who  is  on 
thai  committee.  We  discussed  three  hours  to- 
day, arid  came  to  the  unanimous  conc.usiou  that 
these  matters  ought  to  be  done.  I  hepe  the 
worthy  geiitleman,  my  colleague  on  the  commit- 
tee, will  say  something  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Guild  ot  Ward  6—1  suppose  tbat  is  a  rhrect 
request  to  me  to  air  my  eloquence  upon  this  sub- 
I  ;ct.  With  regard  to  the  amount  of  money  spent 
for  plauts,  as  has  been  said,  it  has  been  a  great 
conundrum  to  me  bow  such  a  large  sum  could  be 
spent  on  the  public  squares.  I  have  hardly  got 
over  being  fresh  from  the  sbambles;  and  being  a 
newmembe',  I  cannot  answer  toe  question  so 
clearly  as  might  otherwise  be  expected.  We  were 
informed  today  by  an  individual  who  took  the 
pains  to  count  them,  thar  the  number  of  plants 
already  set  out  was  40,000,  and  that  there  are  4500 
on  one  side  of  the  Public  Garden.  That  fa  tiather 
enlightened  me  in  regard  to  the  number  of  plants. 
A'i  effort  wa-i  also  made  by  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  see  if  corn  petition  coaldu'r  be  entered 
4nto;  he  was  informed  that  he  could  purchase 
such  and  such  plants  at  such  and  such  a  price ;  he 
made  a  serious  effort  to  do  so,  and  agreed  to  close 
with  an  individual,  and  senr  nim  a  note  to  this  ef- 
this  effect.  But  when  that  was  done,  the 
party  could  n't  come  up  to  his  agreement 
and  furnish  them.  Unless  a  man  is  a 
gardener  by  business  and  understand  tho-e  things 
practically,  he  must  trust  to  a  certain  degree  in 
all  the«e  matters  to  the  honor  of  che  individual 
who  is  the  Superintendent.  We  look  suj  closely  at 
them  as  we  can,  and  I  suppose  some  things  uiicht 
bs  purchased  cheaper  in  this  department  as  well 
as  in  every  other.  I  am  informed  that  certain 
kinds  ot  plants  cost  §14  a  hundred.  An  individ- 
ual who  comes  new  la+o  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Squares   would  n't  know  whether  it  has 


been  well  or  badly  managed.  It  might  have 
been  done  better,  but  it  is  grown  to  be  quite 
an  important  matter;  it  has  grown  rapidly;  great 
alterations  have  been  called  for.  and  immediate 
impiovements  have  been  imperatively  called  for- 
There  was  one  improvemsnt  *hicb  we  did  n't  look 
for,  but  wbicb,  on  examination,  was  pioved  neces- 
sary. I  refer  to  Orchard  Park.  We  try  to  econo- 
mize in  every  particular.  I  don't  know  that  I  can 
give  any  further  information.  I  always  mean,  as 
a  memb-r  of  this  committee,  to  do  my  duty  thor- 
ougly,  and  not  spend  a  dollar  more  than  I  tank 
is  necessary,  or  mm-  than  I  would  spend  for  my- 
self uude.-  the  circumstances. 
The  orders  were  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

AUCTION   SALE  OF    ENGINE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 
Ordere  ,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  sell  by  public  auction  the 
engine  house  on  Parker  street,  near  Beacon  street, 
as  soon  as  it  shall  be  vacated  by  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Train  of  AVard  13  offered  the  following, 
which,  on  his  motiOD ,  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets: 

Ordered,  That  so  rnucli  of  the  order  providing 
means  for  building  S»ett  street  and  ostennining 
other  matters  relating  thereto,  approved  by  the 
Mayor  March  23,  1875,  and  reading  as  follows: 
"Provided,  however,  that  no  part  ot  said  money 
shall  be  expended  until  the  grade  of  said  railroad 
snail  be  fixed  by  the  Railroad  Commissioners,  or 
by  an  agreement  between  said  railroad  and  the 
city  of  Boston,"  be  and  f.h?  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

Se^t  up. 

FIELD  DRIVER. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  offered  the  full  owing; 

Ordered,  That  Jervais  Hall  be  and  he  beieby  is 
appointed  by  the  City  Council  a  Field  -river  and 
Pound  Keeper  for  the  Roxbury  District. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  oi  Mr.  Flynn  of 
Ward  7,  who  doubted  the  legality  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Parker  stated  that  all  he  knew  about  it  was 
it  had  beeu  seut  to  him  by  the  City  Clerk,  with  a 
request  to  offer  it. 

NEXT  WEEK'S   SESSION. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  that  when  the 
Council  acjourn  it  be  to  Friday  evening  of  next 
week. 

Mr.  Noves  of  Ward  5  proposed  Tuesday  evening 
at  7%  P.  *M.,  to  which  Mr.  Fitzgerald  objected  be- 
cause the  school  committee  would  be  in  session 
then. 

Mr.  Day  of  Waid  1  moved  Tuesday  aftsrnoon  at 
halt-past' lour  o'clock. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  moved  Monday  evening 
next  at  half-past  seven  P.  M. 

After  brief  discussion,  participated  in  by  Messrs. 
Devereux  of  Ward  22,  Hanigan  of  Ward  1,  Howes 
of  Waid  11,  and  Day  of  Ward  1,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Guild  was  adopted. 

RECOMMITTED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  AY  aid  13,  the  ovder  to 
assess  and  cbaige  according  to  annexed  schedule 
the  cost  of  raising  two  lots  of  land  oa  the  wester- 
ly side  of  Reed  street,  as  therein  described,  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Northampton  street    District.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  endeavored  to  liave  a 
reconsideratian  of  the  vote  assigning  the  vegeta- 
ble aiariset  to  hilf-past  eight  of  the  next  meet- 
ing, but,  after  briet  discussion  by  Messrs.  Brack- 
ettof  Ward  10,  Clarke  ot  Ward  15.  Devereux  of 
Ward  22.  Willcutt  of  Ward  1".  and  Hairigan  of 
Ward  1,  the  motion  was  lost. 

CONVICT    LABOR. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion  on  the 
Fourth  of  Ju'y  appropriarion,  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  4  moved  to  take  up  the  special  assignment 
for  S.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz..  report  and  order  on  the 
employment  of  criminals  in  city  institutions. 
(City  Doc.  No.  71,  1S7S. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Ju*t  before  adjournment,  however,  the  matter 
was  taken  up,  and  ou  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore 
specially  assigned  for  uine  o'clock  at  the  next 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6,  the  Council 
adjourned  and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday  even- 
ing next  at  half-past  seven  o'clock. 
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Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUROBS     DBAWN. 

Twelve  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Municipal 
Court,  Cbarlestown  District. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS    CONFIRMED. 

Police  officers  for  duty  on  Jiiue  17— Timothy  C. 
Butler  and  299  others. 

Special  Police  Officers— R.  L.  Hines  and  200 
others. 

Weighers  of  Coal— James  B.Dana,  Jr.,  Ne*ell 
Butler,  Randall  G.  Morris. 

HEABINGS  ON  OBDERS  OP  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  The  petition  for  a  sewer  in  Beikeley 
street,  between  Applecon  and  Lawrence  streets, 
and  in  Appleton  street  aesr  Berkeley  street,  was 
considered  on  an  order  of  notice.  No  one  appear- 
ed to  object,  and  tbe  subject  wa°  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Metropolitan  and  Middlesex  Railroads.  Tbe 
order  for  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.  to  apnear 
and  show  cause  why  their  tracks  i.owlaia  on  Court 
street  between  Scollay  square  and  Washington 
street  should  r  ot  be  removed,  and  tor  the  Middle- 
sex Railroad  Co.  to  appear  and  sbow  cause  way 
their  tracks  now  laid  down  on  State  ana  Devou- 
shiie  stieets  should  not  be  removed  and  their 
location  revoked,  was  considered. 

Calvin  A.  Richs.rds,  President  of  tbe  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  said  he  appeared  in  answer  to  the 
call,  and  would  endeavor  to  show  the  impoitance 
of  tbe  track  in  Court  street.  It  was  granted  on 
petition,  and  as  a  permanent  locatrou,  under  tbe 
usual  restrictions.  It  is  a  great  convenience  to 
the  road,  and  a  public  benefit  to  all  who  use  it. 
The  geneial  lailroad  law  gives  extraordinary 
nower  to  tbe  Board,  which  is  to  be  exercised  im- 
partially. Only  one  petitioner — a  corpoiaticn— 
desires  toe  removal.  This  is  the  only  connecting 
lint-  where  an  inward  car  can  go  from  Washington 
street  to  Tremoot  street  below  Dover  street,  aad 
to  remove  this  one  will  take  away  the  only  other 
means  of  crossing  between  the  two  streets. 
This  is  a  maiter  for  puclic  consideration;  the 
track  is  not  a  nuisance,  but  a  public  benefit. 
Adams  &  Co.  have  twice  before  sought  to  get 
the  tracks  removed— in  the  Supreme  Court — 
and  failed.  What  does  this  me&n?  They 
have  a  large  establisument  there,  and  keep 
their  teams  there.  If  the  Metropolitan  road 
should  ask  tbe  Board  to  remove  tbe  Adams  teams 
from  Court  street,  what  would  tbe  Board  think? 
He  showed  by  measurement  that  the  width  of 
of  Court  street  between  the  inner  rail  and  the 
curbstone  in  front  of  Adams  <&  Co.'s  office  is 
tweiity-two  feet  nine  inches,  and  between  thy 
inner  ran  and  the  curbstone  in  front  of  their 
money-office  department  is  sixteen  feei  nine  and 
one-naif  inches  When  tbe  express  company 
were  in  Washington  street  tbey  bad  eleven  feet 
eight  inches  between  the  curbstone  and  iail,on 
one  side,  and  ten  feet  tour  inches  on  the  other, 
hut  theie  was  no  talk  of  removing  the  tracks  then. 
Four  Mt.  Pleasant  cars  aie  now  run  an  hour 
tarough  Couit  street  in  the  day  and  six  an 
hour  in  the  evening;  if  they  are  taken 
off,  tbey  must  be  put  in  Combill,  where 
108  cars*  an  hoir  are  now  run,  aud  where  the 
street  is  already  too  much  crowded.  Cars  were 
lun  through  Cornhill  in  one  hour  on  last  Saturday 
by  tbe  different  roads  as  follows :  Metropolitan 
34,  South  Boston  33,  Lynn  &  Boston  9,  Highland 
12,  Middlesex  20,  and  if  the  Court-street  cars  are 
added  they  win  make  the  rate  two  per  minute.  On 
June  9  he  stationed  a  reliable  officer  in  front  of 
Adams  Express  office  on  Couit  street,  and  it  was 
ascertained  that  23  teams  stood  backed  up  to  the 
sidewalk  from  twenty-four  minutes  to  one  hour 
and  thirty-four  minutes,  and  there  was  one  team 
backed  up  all  day  from  7  A.  M.  to  6  P.  M.  Ou 
June  12  the  27  Adams  Express  teams  stood  backed 
up  to  the  sidewalk  from  25  minutes  to  one  hour 
and  eighteen  minutes,  and  at  least  one  team  was 
backed  up  all  day  long  as  before.  Besides  these, 
there  are  teams  ot  other  expres-3  companies  which 
back  up  to  the  sidewalk  and  remain  there  some 


time,  and  all  this  is  in  express  violation  of  the  or- 
dinance which  forbids  any  team  from  temainirg 
backed  up  to  the  sidewalk  more  than  twenty  min- 
utes ar  one  time.  Mr.  Richards  called  attention  to 
the  large  amounts  spent  eacn  year  by  the  railroad 
company  in  paving  the  srreets,  urging-  that  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  pavement  was  fully  as  great 
by  the  Ariams  teams  as  by  the  Metorpolitan  cars, 
while  the  former  pay  nothing  for  repairing  or 
maintaining  the  sti  eets.  In  conclusion  he  urged 
the  importance  of  the  location  as  a  necessity 
in  case  of  emergency,  and  a  great  public 
convenience  for  facilitating  travel. 

Jess  t  P.  Wheel er  ap peared  in  behalf  of  occupants 
of  tbe  Devonshire-street  extension,  who  desired 
tne  removal  of  the  tracks,  and  alluded  to  the 
necessity  ot  having  good  facilities  for  moving 
freight  across  the  city.  Devonshire  street  is  in  a 
direct  line  between  the  northern  and  southern  de- 
pots, and  it  should  be  specially  devoted  to  team- 
sters and  forwarders  of  freight.  The  traces  are 
an  obstacle  to  tbe  current  of  travel;  tbey  were 
put  down  for  a  temnorary  purpose  and  have  not 
been  used  tor  a  long  time.  The  horse  cars  shoul"1 
be  put  subordinate  to  freight  transportation- 
it  is  a  question  of  luxury  against  necessity.  If  the 
tracks  remain  there  tbey  will  take  away  a  £*-eat 
deal  of  the  convenience  of  transvoiting   freignt. 

Mr.  Paine,  called  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  stated  that  he 
believed  tbe  heavy  teams  and  horse  cais  cannot 
botb  be  accommodated  there  with  safeiy  to  the 
public;  tbe  tracks  are  always  an  injury  to  the 
teams;  he  had  been  iu  the  freighting  business  in 
Boston  since  1838. 

Mr.  Eaton,  called  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  said  he  bad 
been  in  the  freighting  business  seventeen  years, 
and  believed  tbe  tracks  thtie  delav  aud  damage 
teams;  tbey  cause  more  damage  to  teams,  arid 
drivers  have  to  avoid  them  all  they  can  ;  they  pre- 
fer some  of  the  old  routes  of  travel  to  any  street 
where  (racks  are  laid. 

Charles  E.  Powers,  presid-nt  of  the  Middlesex 
Railroad,  said  the  tracks  in  question  were  located 
for  a  tempotary  purpose,  because  the  e  was  »:ot 
time  to  ask  for  a  nermane  t  one.  He  cited  tne 
action  of  the  Eoard  last  year,  ano  said  it  bad  been 
thought  better  for  those  tracks  to  remain  there 
until  the  horse-rail: oad  problem  should  be  solved. 
A  v  etitioa  for  the  track  to  be  made  permanent  is 
now  before  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  is  also 
the  petition  ot  the  Metropolitan  road  for  a  loca- 
tion there.  This  is  the  first  complaint  from  team- 
sters he  bad  heard  ot  this  track.  He  cited  the 
case  of  Union  street,  ^vhich  was  repaved  for  the 
use  of  teams,  which  go  through  New  Washi'g- 
ton  street,  where  there  are  two  tracks;  and 
where  the  draught  is  much  easier,  as  has 
be?o  testified  to  by  teamsters  many  times.  MMiy 
of  the  teamsters  w*ko  desire  tbe  removal  of  the 
tracks  do  not  live  io  Boston,  but  come  here  and 
bait  their  horses  there  in  violation  of  tbe  or- 
dinance. The  time  is  coming  when  the  streets 
easteily  of  Washington  street  can  be  utilized  for 
travel  {n  tbe  cars,  whi.h  is  desirable  for  ihe  re- 
lief of  Tremont  and  Washington  street,  to  a  vry 
great  extent,  as  well  as  Cornhill,  which  c as  beer, 
overburdened  for  many  years.  He  hoped  the 
matter  would  stand  until  a  hearing  could  be  had 
ou  the  petitions  now  before  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  He  thought  taere  might  be  a  ground  for 
complaint  of  the  tracks  on  State  street,  and 
would  have  no  objections  to  a  removal. 

Mr.  Wheeler  replied  that  the  teams  went  to 
New  Wa-hiugron  stieet  from  Unien  street,  be- 
cause it  is  a  direct  thoroughfare  ana  not  because 
the  cracks  are  there. 

Ou  motion  of  Aldeiman  Harris,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

A  remonsirance  against  the  allowing  of  the 
tracks  to  remain  in  State  and  Devonsuiie  streets 
was  received  from  Benjamin  &  Vaughan,  aud 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Harbor.  Francis 
Bart'.ett  etal.,  that  Charles  River  flats,  north  of 
Beacon  street,  be  o'redged. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Board.  L.  E.  Jenkius  it  el.,  for  leave 
to  build  a  bontue  at  East  Boston  on  the  night  of 
the  16th  iust. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company,  for  an  altera- 
tion of  tue  Everett-street  sewer,  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  their  tracks. 

James  Stewart,  for  a  sewer  in  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, near  Kemp  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee   on   Streets.      Paul    M. 
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Fo-s,  to  be  appointed  Superintendent  of  Eastern- 
avenue  Bridge;  aLo  petition  of  Hiram  K.  Jenkins, 
for  the  same. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Francis  McGrath,  for  a~sessmeut  of 
damage  on  account  ot  the  taking  of  his  lano  on 
Doherty  court  by  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad. 

To  the  Committez  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  Henry  R.  Plvinptou,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  cellar  eight-en  inches  below  grade  at  cor- 
ner of  Washington  auu  Waierford  streets. 

Petitions  tor  'eave  to  occupy  srables  as  follows: 
J.  M.  Bike,  new  wooden,  two  horses,  Blue  Hill 
avenue;  Timothy  Connolly,  wooden,  four  horses, 
1732  Trem out  street;  Frauklin  H.Walker,  new 
wooden,  one  horse,  519  Main  street ;  Jarues  Stan- 
dlOb,  new  woo<ien.  two  horses,  Ashland  and  Lin- 
den streets;  Woodman  Jones,  oid  wooden,  one  ad- 
ditional hoise,  River  street,  near  Hyde  Park;  Otis 
Gately,  new  woolen,  one  horse,  Gai den  street, 
corner  Dorchester  avenue;  Charles  A.  Hall,  (to 
move  a)  wooden  stable,  three  horses,  rear  ot  Ca- 
nal street,  foot  of  Lincoln  street,  Waru  22;  Gnsta- 
vus  Smith,  wooden,  one  horse,  corner  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non and  Everett  streets,  Waio  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Cavanagh, 
for  leave  to  close  Salutation  street  while  Polica 
Station  8  is  being  raised. 

Horace  M.  Holt  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Adams  street,  Ward  16. 

Claii  E.  Baolam,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam-e.es 
on  Columbia  street,  Ward  16. 

Petitions  for  Edgestoues— Augusta  W.  Hunt, on 
Columbia  street,  near  Seaver  stieet;  Clark  & 
Leatherbee,  on  Columbia  BtieSG,  near  Seaver. 

Old  Colony  R.ulioad  Coropanv,  for  leave  to  close 
Dover-street  Budge  against  vehicles  on  the  17th 
instant. 

Elizabeth  A.  D.  Bissett,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  on  Havre  street. 

Manha  A. Howard, for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  edffestones  and  sidewalk  on  Athens  street. 

Charles  W.  Eaton,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Washington  street  aud  Cornhill. 

Adans&  Bar-tow,  for  edgestones  on  H  street, 
at  cornei  of  Fnurth  street.. 

E.  J.  Fitzgibbons.  guardian,  for  the  heiis  of 
Patrick  H.  Flynn,  for  abatement  of  a.sessment 
tor  sidewalk  on  Bolton  street. 

Petitions  foi  leave,  to  move  Wooden  Buildings— 
M.  Driaan  &  Co.,  fro  .to  19  Centre  street  to  Centre 
etreet,  near  Cedar,  Ward  15;  S.  &  D.  Richards,  to 
move  wooden  stable  from  5  Caral  street  to  Canal 
stieet,  oppi'Site  Lincoln  street,  Ward  20. 

B.  W.  Gage,  et  al.,  that  the  square  at  jurction 
ot  Warren  and  Main  stieets,  Charleston n,  be 
called  Lafayette  square. 

Remonstrance  of  William  Litchfield  et  al., 
against  the  locatioa  called  Craft's  Corner  being 
named  Thompson  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  William  F.  Rob- 
ertson, for  leave  to  maintain  his  lantern  in  front 
of  No.  181  Hanover  street. 

H.  Peyser,  for  leave  to  maintain  his  projecting 
signs  at  87  Cambrioge  street. 

S.  M.  S.  Pratt,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  projecting 
lantern  at  75  Court  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Oid-r  (the  parties  consenting)  approving  bond 
of  $4000  to  be  given  by  the  Boston,  Re. ere  Beach 
&  Lynn  Railroad  Company  to  Dennis  NoUn  to  pay 
all  damages  and  costs  by  the  location  of  that  rail- 
road over  his  land  on  Everett  street. 

Aiderman  Power — This  question  should  be  fully 
undei stood;  it  meant  something  or  it  would  not 
come  before  the  Board,  and  if  it  meant  anything, 
it  was  re-  the  Board  to  nrotect  the  rights  ot  those 
who  are  interfered  with  by  railroais,  who  take 
people's  property  from  them  and  bring  on  litiga- 
tion that  poor  people  are  not  able  to  bear. 

The  Chair  ooan— The  parties  interested  have 
agieed  upon  the  sureties,  aud  the  information  is 
lodgeii  with  the  City  Clerk. 

Alderman  Wo.  thi'ngton — Why  is  it  before  us? 

The  Chairman— Tins  is  required  by  statute  lav/. 

Alderman  Worthington— Iknow  about  that,  but 
have  we  looked  into  it?  Has  it  been  investigated 
by  a  committee  of  this  Board?  It  seems  to  me 
thai  the  point  raised  bv  the  Aldormanfrom  Ward 
12  is  well  taken,  and  that  we  should  understand 
it.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

Alderman  Steobits— By  chapter  272  ot  the  acts 
of  1874,  known  ?s  the  general  railroad  law,  where 
land  is  taken  by  a  rai'road  corporation  and  they 
are  unable  to  agree    with   the   ownfr,  they  must 


apply  to  the  County  Commission  (who  are  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  Countv  of  Suffolk)  for 
an  award  cf  damages.  T'ie  act  provides  still 
turther  that  a  bond,  with  .security  satisfactory  to 
the  County  Commissioners,  my  be  given  by  the 
company,  aud  that  the  matter  may  be  referred  to 
the.  courts  for  final  settlement.  This  case  comes 
under  iliat  provision  where  a  bond  may  be  agreeel 
u con  by  the  parties  to  secuie  the  payment  of  the 
final  award. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  heard  that  quotation 
before ;  but  there  is  deception  upon  the  f aee  of 
this.  Of  course  the  inference  is  that  they  are  to 
apply  to  the  County  Commission  is  before  agree- 
ing with  the  owners.  But  they  don't  try  to  agree 
with  the  owners,  and  avail  themselves  of  the  law 
and  give  the  bond  without  an  effoit  to  settle.  If 
the  owners  are  peifectly  er.tisfied  with  this  bond, 
it  is  useless  to  delay  the  matter. 

The  Chairman — As  the  Chair  understands  the 
matter,  a  petitioL  came  to  the  Board  to  have  the 
carnages  assessed,  and  this  is  a  bond  by  which  the 
company  agrees  to  pay  whatevei  award  is  me*rie. 
The  petition  has  already  be°n  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets  oi  the  pan  of  the  Board;  it 
is  before  them  now,  and  they  are  to  ascertain  the, 
amourtot  the  damages  due  Mi.  Nolan.  The  bond, 
is  (or  84000,  with  A.  P.  Blake  and  John  G.  Webster 
as  sureties.  The  order  requires  no  reference,  as 
the  bond  is  sati^tactoiy  to  Mr.  Nolan. 

Alderman  Harris — Is  tots  order  the  result  of  the 
ae.'ion  of  the  Committee  on  Streets? 

The  Chairman — The  petition  is  before  the  com- 
mittee, but  has  not  been  acted  on  by  them,  as  they 
are  not  y-t  piepared  to  lender  ?n  award.  This 
boi  d  is  to  guarantee  that  whatever  damages  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  find  shall  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Nolan. 

Aldsrtnan  Worthington  withdrew  the  motion  to 
refer  and  the  ordei  was  passed. 

Order  to  discontinue  lent  for  armory  of  Com- 
pauy  I,  Niufh  Regiment  of  Infant*  y,  from  July  1, 
1875.    Passed.    Sent  dowo. 

Ordei  to  hue  for  three  years  ft om  April  1, 1875, 
an  armory  at  corner  of  Washing'on  and  Haivard 
streets,  at  $  1200  per  annum. 

Alderman  Harris— What  regiment  is  to  occupy 
thi'  new  armory,  and  is  the  rent  to  be  increased 
or  diminished? 

Aldeiman  Worthington—  It  is  in  contemplation 
to  locate  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Regiment 
there.  You  will  notice  that  we  have  discontinued 
one  armory  on  Eliot  stieet,  for  which  we  cay 
$1200.  We  have  tv  ken  two  larger  and  much  bef- 
tet  rooms  opposite,  ana  intend  to  locate  the  com- 
pany in  Eliot  street  and  this  company  there,  for 
the  same  .irmm',  savirg  $600  a  year. 

Thi  order  was  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Reorganization  of  the 
Treasury  Departtnert,  with  ordinances,— 

1.  Relating  n  the  Treasury  Department;  fixing 
bond  of  Treasuier  at  $150,000,  of  Treasurer's 
cashiei  at  $20,0CO,  and  of  each  teller  at  not  less 
tian  $10,000.    (City  Doc.  No.  79.) 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

2.  Relating  to  the  Collector's  ard  Assessors'  de- 
partments-, fixing  bon'i  of  CoBector  at  $75,0C0;  of 
Collector's  cashier  at  $20,000,  and  of  each  Deputv 
Collector  at  $5000;  also  regulating  the  manner  of 
collecting  all  biUs  and  amounts  due  to  th«  citv, 
a?d  providing  a  vstem  of  accountability  thereof. 
(City  Doc.  No.  80.) 

Alderman  Buriage  offered  amendments  provid- 
ing that  the  Collector  shall  keep  none  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  in  hi- hands  more  than  ten  days,  and 
requiring  the  Water  Registrar  and  Clerk  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  to  make  moi.thly  returns  of 
waoer  assessments  and  chacges,  etc. 

The  ordinance  was  laid  oa  the  table,  and  the 
amendments  were  ordered  to  be  p  inteel,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Eurrage. 

SCHOOI.HOUSE  AT  CITY  POINT. 

The  report  an-l  order  for  the  p'jrclnse  of  a  site 
for  a  primary  schoolbouse  on  Fourth  street,  ne.ar 
O  street,  at  a  crice  not  exceeding  srventy-fivi 
cents  per  foot  and  containing  about  20,000  feet, 
was  considered  in  the  regular  order  under  unfin- 
ished busii  ess. 

Ald°rman  Power — I  believe  it  is  not  expected 
that  a  schoolhouse  will  be  built  on  this  lot  this 
■year,  and  that  this  is  simply  to  secure  the  land.  I 
have  been  told  by  interested  parties  in  that  neigh- 
borhood that  if  the  committee  shciln  call  for 
proposals,  fiom  p?rtie'.  owning  sites  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, land  just  as  good  for  the  eurpose 
as  this  could   be  procured  for  fifty  cents  a  foot. 
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In  view  of  all  th e  facts,  nothing  can  be  lost  by 
availing  ourselves  of  tbis  suggestion  of  parties 
very  anxious  to  sell  land.  It  may  be  some  of 
these  paities  bave  been  applied  to  and  they  asked 
ju*t  as  much  as  is  paid  bere ;  but  if  we  can  mate 
money  for  the  city  it  is  oui  duty  to  do  so.  Per- 
haps the  committee  may  know  something  of  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  have  no  onjection  to  the 
citv  purchasing  a  better  site  on  more  favorable 
terms  by  advertising  for  piopoial*.  This  appro- 
priation was  not  recommended  bv  the  Committer 
on  Public  Instruction  last  year,  but  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council  from  that  section,  who  was 
on  the  committee  to  whoa:  the  Auditor's  esti- 
mates were  referred,  had  ihem  atoenoea  by  a  sum 
for  tbe  purchase  of  the-  land  for  this  scboolhouse 
at  City  Point.  The  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion do  not  believe  theie  is  any  immediate  ntert  of 
a  scboolhouse  there— at  least  for  the  present  year; 
but  muca  time  has  been  spent  in  hunting 
up  the  land  and  mum  feeling  was  shown 
because  rhe  committee  did  r.ot  take  action 
last  year.  They  believed  there  was  no  necessity 
foi  the  purchase,  "specially  at  the  prica  asked 
then;  but  this  vear  tbe  land  has  be^.n  offered  to 
the  city  at  a  price  which  tbe  committee  consider  a 
bargain.  As  chairman,  of  that  committee,  I  bave 
never  recommenoei  the  purchase  of  any  laud 
with  a  stronger  feeling  that  tue  citv  was  doing 
the  r'ght  thing  than  when  I  introducer:  this  order. 
Land  in  the  immediate  vicinity  was  held  at  $1.25 
a  foot  last  year.  Th-*  committee  ^re  unat.imous 
that  this  sits  is  the  most,  eligib's  offered,  the 
price  being  $7500  less  than  last  ye^r.  They  feel 
that  if  it  ^s  not  purcbassd  at  the  present  time, 
they  may  rot  seeute  it  ar,  the  same  price 
in  the  futnie.  It  adjoins  a  lot  owned  by 
the  city,  and  can  be  purchased  at  seventy  five 
cents  per  foot,  whi  h  is  the  amount  of  the  aporo- 
priation.  I  caa  hardly  think  that  the  committee 
can  c  o  better,  after  all  the  time  spei  t  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  believe  it  is  stated  by  all  com  ecteo  with 
the  school  aod  knowing  tbe  watsts  of  the  distuct, 
that  the  land  is  in  the  tight  direction,  and  I  fear 
that  if  tbe  matter  is  delayed  the  city  may  lose  tbe 
opportunity  to  purchase  this  sit?. 

Alderman  Power — In  view  ot  the  peseot  state 
of  the  real-estate  market,  1  don't  think  ;>ny 
danger  need  be  apprenend*-d  that  the  land  cannot 
be  bought  as  low  a  year  from  now  as  it  cao  to  lay, 
and  from  the  feeling  i«  the  aeighborbo-d  1  know 
that  if  tae  committee  advertle  tor  props  als 
they  will  get  land  very  handy  to  tbis  place  for  fifty 
cents  foot; — thuugb  perhaps  not  on  Fourth  street. 
Thelaud  occupied  bvthe  engine  oonse,was  bought 
for  twenty-five  cents  a  foot,  and,  to  siy  the  least, 
it  is  worth  at  least  33%  per  cent,  mcc-e  tba 
thi--.  Eveiytody  knows  that  cornei  lots  are 
worth  moie  than  middle  lots.  I  feel  cer- 
tain that  by  adverti-mg  tor  proposal*  the  commit- 
tee will  tr-i  plenty  of  offers  for  fifty  cents  a  foot, — 
at  any  rate  it  will  ot  cost  anything  co  try  th"  ex- 
pedmeut.  I  don't  Vnow  who  owns  tue  laud  in 
question ;  but  I  have  been  told  by  people  who  own 
land  about  there  tint  if  they  bad  an  ooportunity 
th-y  would  offer  inducements  enough  in  tie  way 
of  price  so  make  it  an  object  for  the  committe"  to> 
consider  them.  A  lot  of  land  fronting  on  Fittii 
street  «  ouid  be  .just  as  Desirable  aslanc  on  Fourth 
street.  Fifth  street  is  a  quiet  street,  which  is  d- sua- 
ble for  a  scboolhouse.  I  therefore  move  that  the 
ordei  be  recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  witn  instructions  toadvertise  for  pro- 
posals for  lots. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hops  tbis  will  not  be, 
referred  back  to  tbe  oom-nittee.  Tbev  have  '.lad 
it  in  hand  now  since  a  year  ago  last  May,  ano  ihey 
hsjve  visited  the  locality  I  don't  know  how  many 
ticces,  meeting  a  large  number  of  parties  who  own 
real  estate  there,  a..d  s^einfr  every  vacant  pi  ce  of 
land  on  South  Boston  Point.  They  commenced 
wi;h  a  price  of  $1.25  a  foot,  and  treated  with  par- 
ties back  and  forth,  until,  by  competition,  ihey 
aav.e  had  an  offer  of  this  l?nri  for  seventy-five 
cents  a  foot.  It  is  on  the  hill  en  Fourth  street, 
and  I  thiik  it  is  the  best  location  for  a 
schoolhouse  on  Borton  Point.  Three  lot*  are 
mentioned,  as  belonging  to  Mrs.  Dickinson 
of  St.  Louis,  who  is  anxious  to  sell  them.  L«'irst 
the  prise  wasj$l.25,  then  $l,ihen  ninety  cents,  and 
finally  we  got  an  offer  of  eighty  cents,  ano  she 
came  on  here  with  the  ntentiou  o(  selling  it  at 
eighty  cents,  but,  finding  that  the  committee  did 
not  intend  to  buy  at  that  prire,  she  refused,  and 
went  ba  'It.  Other  oarties  became  interested  and 
went  ro  work;  finally  she  still  she  would  n't  offer- 
it  at  seventv-tivc;  ccuts,  but,  if  the  city  took  it, 
she  vtoulil  sell  it.      The  owu°rs  of  the  two  adjoin- 


ing lots  asked  $1.25  a  foot,  but,  lather  than 
have  the  citv  lose  the  opportun'ty  of  buy- 
ing this  site,  cbey  offered  to  sell  at  sev- 
enty-five cents.  I  am  surprised  to  bear 
the  Alderman  from  South  Boston  cake  tbe 
statement  he  has.  Almost  a'l  ot  South 
Boston  has  been  before  tbe  committee;  every 
man  seemed  to  have  been  constituted  ao  inde- 
pendent committee  to  recommend  an  independent 
lot ;  they  urged  us  to  purchas-  lots  within  500  feet 
of  the  Gaston  School,  where  four  or  fb  e  room* 
are  vacant.  We  have  pri'-ed  every  vacant  lo'  on 
the  Point,  and  have  only  found  one  that  can  be 
had  for  less  than  this.  The  piice  of  that  was 
seventy -five  cents  at  first,  and  they  came 
down  to  sixty  cents.  The  comn:ittee  locked 
over  ic.  a^d  found  that  to  oudd  a  school- 
house  there,  we  should  have  to  drive  spiles,  and  it 
would  be  tbe  most  exoennve  lot.  Anotbei  piece 
on  the  corner  ot  O  street  wa*  the  next  b?st  one  to 
this,  ano  the  lowest  price  tor  that  was  ninety 
cents,  they  claiming  thftitwas  better  to  keep  it 
than  to  sell  at  that  piice.  Now,  they  sav,  if  you 
don't  take  the  oi  eon  th-;  hill  you  mav  have  ours 
al  seventy-five  cents.  I  believe  this  land  will  b*> 
a  good  investment.  I  should  buy  it  at  seventy- 
five  cents  if  I  hao  the  money  to  do  it  with.  It  is 
adjacent  to  the  citv  oroper  and  I  think  it  will  be  a 
desirable  pure nase  to  make.  I  don't  believe  the 
time  will  come  wbeD  «  e  can  purchase  it  again  for 
seventy-rive  cents  a  foot. 

Alderman  Power — The  gentleman  has  given  me 
some  light  on  thi«  subieet  that  I  didn't  bave  be- 
fore. If  no  schoolhouse  is  wanted  at  South  Bos- 
toa  Poiat,  I  don't  believe  in  buying  anybody's 
laud.  If  half  the  Gaston  Scboolhouse  is  idle,  I 
don't  see  that  any  scnoolhouse  is  needed,  and 
there  is  no  use  of  b-  ying  auy  land.  If  the  piice  is 
lower  than  any  other  Hnd  held  there,  it  isn't  a 
proper  thing  for  the  city  to  buy  land  on  specula- 
tion ;  and  if  the  schoolhouse  is  not  needed,  we 
should  n't  buy  a«y  lard  at  all.  If  half  tbe 
Gaston  Schooliiouse  isidle,  v  by  not  putihe  schol- 
ars there?  If  tue  committee  have  saved  $7500  by 
waitiug  a  year,  I  think  we  rhall  continue  to  save 
by  waiting  a  little  while  longer.  We  cannot  P'se 
anything  ny  trying  the  experiment  ot  advet rising 
for  lots.  People  mav  as  will  lealize  the  state  of 
aff  irs  in  South  Bostoa.  I  own  moie  land  there 
than  I  wish  1  oid.  I  see  no  useia  keeping  up  a 
fictitious  valce  on  laao'.  I  can't  sell  mine  for  one- 
halt  what  I  could  two  year-  ago,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  city  shonl  I  pay  more  than  I  or 
any  other  individual  will  pay.  Tnis  land 
cannot  be  soiri  tor  that  amount  for  cash,  and  peo- 
ple may  as  well  realize  the  fact  in  South  Boston 
?,s  well  as  elsewhere.  This  lard  is  assessed  for 
five  or  six  tunes  what  it  wa5  worth  several  years 
ago,  and  it  is  net  a  healthy  rise.  I  bougbt'land 
there  ten  years  ago  for  ten  ce  ts  a  foot,  and 
tbis  gre  t  rise  has  proved  that  it  was  n't 
any. bug  but  a  fictitious  thing.  The  bottom 
has  tallei.  out  of  it  all  through  the  country; 
owners  are  obliged  to  sell  at  half  what  the 
lard  brought  two  years  ago.  and  mere  i:.  no 
reason  way  the  city  "should  not  take  advantage  of 
it  and  try  the  experiment.  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
people  cVme  to  .ne  from  selfish  motives,  that  they 
waut  to  sell  their  land,  and  that  if  ihey  could  get 
more  tuan  seventy  five  cents  a  f ..ot  from  the  city 
tor  land  they  now  ask  fifty  cents  for,  they  would 
doit.  But  it  is  our  outy  to  take  advantage  of  rf, 
and  I  hope  the  committee  will  advertise  fot  pro- 
posals. 

Alderman  Woithiugton— Alcermon  will  bear  iu 
mind  that  this  is  for  a  site  on  City  Point.  »\  here 
there  is  oo  primary  or  any  other  schoolhouse. 
One  of  the  School  C  immittee  men  stated  rhat 
tbeie  are  sixty  scholars  on  the  point  woo  do  nor 
go  ro  school,  the  distance  being  so  great  that  their 
parent*  will  not  send  them.  The  resident*  want 
the  schoolhouse  thi*  year;  the  committee  ob- 
ject to  putting  piimary  scholars  in  the 
grammar  school,  which  is  right.  It  ts  I  be 
duty  of  the  city  to  provide  schools  in  tue 
vicinity  where  the  child i en  reside.  I  thiol: 
we  are  buying  this  land  at  a  very  low  price  and 
we  snould  purchase  it  when  we  can.  the  gentle- 
man sneaks  of  bad  motives.  Well,  the  committee 
were  told  that  m  less  we  bought  a  certain  piece  of 
land  there  would  be  a  right  upon  it.  I  tiaced  it 
our  and  found  that  pa;  ties  were  bound  to  get  a 
commission  ov.  the  sale,  tnat  rbe  owner  of  this 
land  bad  been  aporoached  aid  told  there  would 
be  in  opposition  if  the  otuer  parties  would  bo  al- 
lowed to  sell  it.  But  the  o.mici  did  LOl 
wai  t  them  to  s°il  it.  If  the  owner  of 
this     land      would     allow    them    a    commission 


JUNE      14,      1875. 


348 


there  woull  be  no  opposition.  It  is  to  such  things 
1."  i  true  coinnni+tee  have  li  d  to  submit  Every- 
body knows  that  when  the  flats  are  filled  up,  South 
Boston  will  be  the  bent  plice  to  buy  land  for  spec- 
ulation; but  today  it  is  bought  only  by  parties 
desirous  of  locating;  there.  There  is  no  piece  of 
land  but  one  to  be  had  there  for  titty  cents,  and  in 
that  you  have  to  drive  spile-,  to  bui'd  the  house 
on.  The  committee  would  not  entertaiu  that  for 
a  moment.  I  don't  think  the  Hoard  want  the 
committee  to  co  over  thin  matter  again. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  not  seen  any  of  these 
folks  who  t'e  ire  commissions, and  I  don't  suppose 
the  Alderman  meant  to  couvey  the  impression 
that  1  knew  anything  about  it. 

Alderman  worth  ins  ton — I  did  not;  you  have 
not  had  land  to  sell  or  purchase. 

Aloerinan  Power — I  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  a  placo  requiring  spiles  to  be  driven  to  a  great 
depth  for  the  foundation. 

Alderman  Woritiington— The  committee  exam- 
ined it,  and  found  it  so. 

Alderman  Powei— 1  still  think  tbat  as  there  is 
no  immediate  hurry  th"  committee  should  adver- 
tise lor  proposals.  "As  $7500  has  been  saved  once 
we  may  save  it  age in,  and  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
the  Hoard  what  1  hive  said  before.  The  best 
thing  that  can  be  done  is  to  recommit  the  matter 
to  the  com  mittee  with  the  instructions. 

Aldeunan  Prescolt— If  I  thouaht  the  city  could 
purchase  the  land  for  le«s  I  should  favor  recom- 
mittal. The  people  are  anxious  for  steps  to  be 
taken  for  the  erection  of  a  scboolhouse,  and  seii- 
ous  threats  were  made  against  tnenite  s  of 
thoconiniiti.ee  lor  not  doing  so  last  year.  The 
reason  why  the  Gaston  School  i»  nor  full  is  be- 
caus  it  has  no  primary  schools  to  feed  from.  In 
regard  to  the  price,  I  know  of  parties  who  offered 
sixty  cents  a  fout  for  it  ten  years  atro,  and  it  was 
refused.  The  committee  have  used  their  best  en- 
deavors to  gei  the  nest  site,  and  if  it  is  not  secur- 
ed, it  c<uinot  be  attributed  to  them. 

Alderman  Power — There  is  the  same  necessity 
for  a  grammar  school  iu  Washington  Village  that 
there  is  at  City  Point,  and  I  have  told  the  com- 
mittee I  would  oppose  the  purchase  of  lots  there 
at  the  prices  named.  I  do  not  lepresent  Ward  12, 
but  the  whole  citv,  and  I  want  the  city  to  get  the 
worth  of  its  money,  and  not  to  bu>  l<nd  unless  it 
is  needed.  I  tohi  the  committee  last  year  not  to 
take  thi- laud  at  the  price  asked,  and  if  the  com- 
mit ee  do  not  save  by  oelay  now,  I  shall  regiet  it. 

Alderman  Burrtige— Do  the  eornmiitee  think  it 
imperative  to  have  a  new  school:. ouse  there  with- 
in two  years,  at  le<vt?  If  it  is  not,  I  would  not  be 
in  favor  of  buying  land  on  speculation.  If  the  in- 
tention is  t<>  put  up  thj  schoolhouses,  I  think  we 
had  better  approve  the  action  of  the  committee. 
Advertising  for  proposals  for  land  would  not 
always  get  the  best  site,  it  appears  to  me. 

Alderman  Prescott — For  one  I  should  deem  it 
advisable  to  erect  a  criui&ry  schoolhouse  there  the 
coming  year.  Great"  coaiplaint  is  made  that  the 
Gaston  School  is  too  far  di-tant  for  little  children 
living  ou  the  Point.  This  land  i<  assessed  at  sixty 
or  sixty-five  certs  a  toot,  I  think;  and  the  assess- 
ors do  not  put  land  at  its  toll  value.  The  people  at 
the  Point  have  a  very  strong  feeling  about  the 
matter,  and  last  y.ar  they  urged  immediate  ac- 
tion. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  no  doubt  the  com- 
mittee have  done  rheii  work  faithfully,  but  as  it 
will  take  but  a  week  to  advertise  for  proposals  I 
think  we  should  wait  that  time.  I  do  not  mean  to 
throw  discredit  on  the  committee.  I  don't  see 
why  wh  should  not  take  advantage  of  what  these 
interested  parties  have  offered. 

Alderman  Prescott — Proposals  for  land  are  dif- 
ferent from  other  things  the  city  requires.  This 
land  is  purchased  from  three  different  parties 
ana  it  has  been  done  after  a  great  deal  of  corre- 
spondence and  delay.  1  have  no  doubt  tbat  some 
low  land  there  could  be  purchased  for  fifty  cents 
a  foot. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lo?t— yeas  3,  nays 
9— Aloermen  Harris,  O'Biieu  and  Powei  voting 
yea. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

FOUKTH  OF  JULY. 

The  order  for  the  celebration  of  the  ninety- 
ninth  anniversary  of  Independence  came  up 
amended  by  fixing  the  sum  to  be  expended  at 
$10,500,  and  the  committee  to  expend  it  to  consist 
of  the  President  and  six  members  of  th°  Common 
Council,  with  su  h  as  this  Board  may  join. 

Alderman  Wortbington — I  hope  the  Boaid  will 
adhere  to  their  original  re^lution  to  appropriate 


$5500.  I  believe  it  is  all  that  the  citizens  think 
necessary.  It  is  only  two  weeks  after  the  Seven- 
t ,'.•  -nth  of  June,  when  we  are  to  have  the  greatest 
celeDration  that  ever  took  ulace  io  this  country. 
I  have  yft  to  hear  of  the  first  citizen  outside  of 
this  ball  in  favor  of  more  than  $5500.  One  man 
came  to  me  and  said  wt  might  as  wellappio- 
priate  $10,500,  and  after  I  gave  certain  tea- 
sons  against  it  he  said  I  was  right.  The 
celsbratton  we  need  is  tne  tiring  of  can- 
non and  the  providing  of  amusements  foi  the 
children.  One  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  Other 
brancn  said,  "We  >oung  fellows"  need  a  little 
more  education.  I  hope  the  committee  wrU  be 
liberal  to  that  member,  and  if  he  needs  any  in- 
struction I  hope  they  will  send  one  of  the  teachers 
from  the  kindergarten  school  up  to  his  number, 
with  one  of  her  little  books  and  that  she  will 
read  to  him  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker Hill  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
if  he  want"  it,  a'lhoueh  1  think  a  shorter  ac- 
count would  be  better  for  the  vouug  man  to 
listea  to.  I  hope  he  will  have  every  chance  to 
ham  how  tbat  battle  was  tou^ht,  and  that  he  may 
appreciate  the  pr.vilege  of  living  under  the  free 
Government  that  we  have.  I  hope  they  will  give 
him  every  chance  h-  asks  for;  but  I  doti'r  believe 
in  appropriating  $10,000  for  his  benefit,  or  for  the 
btnefit  of  the  other  members  of  the  Courcil. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  one  outside  tbat 
needs  any  further  education  more  than  to 
give  the  'children  some  amusement,  that  thev 
inav  look  back  upon  the  Fourth  of  July 
with  pleasant  memoiics.  This  is  all  the  edu- 
cation we  want  to  give  them,  and  no  other.  It  rs 
true  that  Sam  Adams,  when  he  made  that  speech, 
said  we  should  celebiate  the  dav  wi.h  the  firing  of 
car.non  and  the  ringing  of  belts;  but  he  did  n't 
anticipate  at  tbat  time  that  we  were  going  to  have 
so  gieal  a  celebration  o •■  the  Seve  teenth  of  June  ; 
and  if  he  lnd  livt,d  he  would  have  bei  as  sensible 
as  memDers  of  this  Board  and  say  thst  a  cel°bra- 
tron  is  sufficient  that  will  show  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  neople.  I  hope  the  Board  will .  ad- 
here co  $5500. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  do  not  favor  an  appro- 
priation larger  ths-n  $5500;  neither  do  I  approve 
of  a  larger  committee  than  was  indicated  by  tlii 
Board.  It  is  very  evident  that  our  patriotism  will 
be  well  drawn  down  by  tne  Seventeenth,  and  my 
impress  ion  is  tbat  we  shall  desire  to  be  rather 
quiet  on  the  Fourth.  Next  ye  ir  is  our  centeniiisl 
anniversary,  and  of  course  we  shall  be  called 
upon  for  unusual  demonstration;  but  this  year  I 
hope  we  snail  adhere  to  our  appropriation  of 
$5500. 

Alderman  O'Bri-n— 1  hope  we  shall  concur  with 
the  Council.  If  this  ordsr  keeps  going  back  and 
forrh  between  this  Board  and  the  Council,  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  have  no  celebration  at  all.  I  think 
tne  wishes  of  the  citizens  ate  indicated  bv  the 
vote  in  the  other  branch,  where  sixiy-five  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  tne  diff-  rent  wards 
voted  for  $10,000.  I  hope  we  shall  concur  in  the 
amendments  and  have  a  Fourth  of  July  celebra- 
tion. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  am  decidedly  iu  favor  of 
the  smaller  sum;  but,  as  I  said  the  other  day,  if 
the  committee  is  a  small  one,  I  would  be  willing 
to  vote  for  $10,500,  and  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  I 
would  be  willing  to  vote  for  rhis  amendment . 

Alderman  Power— I  am  as  desirous  of  economy 
as  any  oue,  but  as  I  remarked  at  the  last  meeting, 
the  question  has  arrived  at  the  point  whether  we 
are  to  have  any  celebration  at  all  or  not.  That  is 
the  gi:>t  of  the  whole  matter.  If  geatlsmen 
want  to  vote  to  have  no  celebration  I 
am  ready  to  vote  with  them;  but  if 
you  desire  to  spend  anything  yon  must 
concur  with  the  Council.  There  are  as*  economi- 
cal men  there  as  anywhere;  some  of  the  foremost 
advocates  of  this  scheme  in  the  Council  must  be 
set  down  as  some  of  tbs  most  re-pec*ed  members 
of  this  Government,  representing  large  interest 
and  having  large  means  thamsUves.  When  you 
come  to  talk  about  the  propriety  of  spending 
money  on  the  two  occasions,  for  tho 
life  of  me  I  never  could  see  why  we 
should  spend  $40,000  or  $50,000  to  celebrate 
the  axnivervary  of  the  Battle  of  Buoker 
Hill.  I  cannot  understand  where  the  glory  is  in 
celebrating  the  anoiversary  when  a  man  gets  a 
good  sound  licking;  but  I  do  see  the  force  and 
propriety  of  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  this  country,  and  I  may  be  .  excused  for 
being  a  little  mote  enthusiastic  than  some  of  you 
gentlemen  here,  for  I  claim  to  be  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  sucb  a  Government  as  this  better 
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than  you  who  were  born  here  and  have  n°  ver lived 
under  any  other  Government.  My  father  ana 
myself  came  here  Co  escape  oppression  and  that 
we  might  nave  liberty.  We  have  lived  and  suf- 
fered under  a  bad  Government,  and  it  is  reasona- 
ble to  suppose  that  I.  living  unaer  this  Govern- 
ment, can  appreciate  its  blessings.  We  ought  not 
to  allow  this  macrer  to  go  backward  and  forward, 
and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  foolish  and  un- 
reasonable sort  of  economy.  I  want  to  see  some  ap- 
propriate notice  taken  of  this  exeat  day;  for  there 
is  no  day  in  the  year  tl  at  I  think  of  with  such 
pride,  cr  that  brings  back  such  recollections  as  it 
aces.  In  the  present  state  of  business  I  wockl  not 
advocate  the  expenditure  of  much  money;:  but  it 
now  comes  down  to  a  question  of  a  celebration  ox 
no  celebration,  and  if  we  want  one  we  must  con- 
cur with  ihe  Common  Council.     , 

Alderman  Worthington— I  am  somewhat  sur- 
prised to  heat  the  gentleman  talk  as  he  has.  Have 
we  no  opinion  of  our  own?  Has  it  come  to  this, 
that  we  must  concur  with  the  Common  Council  ? 
and  chat  we  must  not  express  an  opinion  of  our 
own?  His  ground  is  that  we  shall  have  no  eele*- 
bration,  or  we  must  apsnd  double  the  amount  of 
money.  If  it  has  come  to  that,  I  say  stick  to 
$5500.'  We  have  an  opinion  and  a  right 
to  express  it,  and  we  are  not  required 
to  yield  when  we  have  repeatedly  dooe 
so  this  year.  We  must  assert  our  belief.  We  rep- 
resent the  whole  city  ot  Boston,  and  must  we 
wheel  in  our  boots  and  say  yes  to  everything  the 
Council  desire?  We  are  a  p^rt  and  parcel  of  this 
Government,  and  intend  to  maintain  our  position. 
For  that  reason  I  will  vote  for  $5500  and  no  more. 
We  have  advanced  as  far  as  the  citizens  demanc. 
and  we  are  right  in  asset  tir:g  anu  maintaining  our 
opinions. 

Alderman  Harris— They  have  yielded  $5000. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  Yes, but  lhat  is  n't  che 
point;  we  know  we  are  right,  and  knowingjthat, 
we  should  maintain  our  right1". 

Alderman  Prescott— I  trust  tbe  Board  will  con- 
cur with  the  Common  Council.  I  believe  that  it 
means  a  celebr  tion  or  no  celebration  at  all,  and 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  compromise.  The  Board 
started  with  $5500,  the  Counci. with  $15  000=  They 
acceded  to  our  opinion  on  the  size  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  I  trust  that  we  shall  yield  sometnmg  and 
concur  in  the  ain&ndmeirts,  and  that  we  may  have 
a  celebration.  1  am  afraid  toatit  we  do  not,  the 
most  interesting  featu  es  of  tbe  day  cannot  be 
earned  out.  Inasmuch  as  several  s-'hoo!  festivals 
are  to  he  dispersed  with  this  year,  I  trust  a  good 
portion  of  this  money  wiU  be  sset.t  for  the  entei- 
taiuinent  of  the  child' en. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,the  question 
was  divided. 

The  Be  id  concurred  in  the  amendment,  fixing 
tbe  committee  at  six  members  and  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Worthington  called  tor  the  yeas  and 
navs,  ana  tie  Board  refused  to  concur  io  the 
amendment  making  an  appropriation  ot  $10,500 — 
yeas  7.  nays  5— (two-thirds  not  voting  inJt'avor.) 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bin  rage,  Cla.  k,  Harris,  O'Bri- 
en, Power,  Prescott,  Quincy — 7. 

Na»«— Aldermen  Bvgelow.Pope,  Stebbins,  Viles, 
Worthington — 5. 

The  Chairman  having  declared  the  amendment 
lost,  Alderman  Harris  raisea  the  point  that  it  did 
not  require  a  t«"o-thirds  vote. 

The  Chairman  read  ihe  statute  permitting  such 
pppiopriations,  and  prescribing  tbe  rule  for 
voting  thereon,  adding  that  the  amendment  is  an 
appropiiation  of  money,  and  therefore  iequired> 
a  yea  and  nay  two-thiids  voe. 

Aldermen  Prescott.  Worthington  and  O'Brien 
were  appointed  on  said  committee,  and  on  motion 
of  Alder  a,  an  Stebbins  the  Chairman  was  joined. 

Sent  down. 

TAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  were  referretl  in  concurrence. 

Petition  of  George  Curtis  et  al.r  representing 
that  Roxburv  Channel,  so  called,  i-.  in  a  condition 
of  filth  detrimental  to  tbe  healtnof  the  inhabit- 
ants at  the  South  End  and  a  nuisance  in  tbe 
worstform.    The  petitionee  sav— 

"This  channi  1  was  cleaned  out  three  yej,rs  ago, 
and  at  this  time  the  filth  is  from  three  to  tour  teet 
deep.  Three  Urge  sewers  empty  into  this  chan- 
nel, and  the  substance  deposited  does  not  go  out 
with  the  tide,  but  is  move,  about  by  the  schoon- 
ers, and  when  the  tide  is  out  then  is  the  time  that 
it  is  almost  impossiole  for  human  beings  to  en- 
dure the  stench.    To.  add  a  ldtt'e  seasoning  to  it, 


the  offal  from  the  slaughter  houses  of  Brighton  is 
allowed  to  be  carted  here,  into  this  central  part  of 
Boston,  to  be  boiled  up  for  what  grease  can  be  got 
from  it,  and  then  turned  into  tne  channel.  When 
this  is  going  on  it  is  beyond  all  endurance.  Mystic 
River  woulo  be  a  bed  of  flowers  beside  it. 

'■Immediate  action  is  the  only  thing  that  can  re- 
lieve »  large  part  of  your  population,  and  your 
petitioners  would  recommend  to  carry  a  main 
sewer  down  the  cnannel  or  on  Swett  stieet  to  low- 
water  mark.  Immediate  relief  should  be  given  by 
dredging  the  channel." 

Noh  concurr=nce  by  Common  Council  m  the 
substitution  of  the  minority  report  *na  ordinance 
for  th«  majority  report  and  ordinance  on  subject 
of  a  Cochituate  Water  Boaid.    (City  Doc.  No.  64.) 

The  question  was  on  concurrence.  Alderman 
Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  the 
Board  refused  to  concur — yeas  4,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Claik,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power 
—4. 

Nays— Aldei men  Bigelow ,  Burrage,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Quincy,  Stebbins.  Viles,  Worthington -8. 

Sent  down. 

The  order  to  assess  and  ctarge  according:  to  an- 
nexed schedule  toe  cost  of  raising  two  lots  of  land 
on  the  westerly  side  of  Rseil  street,  as  therein  de- 
scjibed.  belonged  to  E.  S.  Johnson,  came  up  re- 
committed to  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
Dist.ict.    Concurred. 

Report  tb  at  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  the  order 
to  requite  tne  sureties  on  bonds  of  contractors  for 
water  works  to  be  residents  in  this  State.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  of  Fue  Commissioners  on  numhtr  and 
character  of  alarms  of  fire  in  this  city  during  the 
month  of  May.    Placed  on  file. 

Request-  from  the  School  Committee  to  furnish 
a  room  in  the  Adams  Schoolhonse  for  the  master; 
to  tuinish  additional  accommodations  for  gra  n- 
rnar  =ehool  >n  the  Brighton  District;  al>oforthe 
Minot  School  at  Nepooset;  also  to  provide  a  lee- 
tuie  loom  for  chemistry  and  physics  in  the  Bow- 
ditcb  School,  and  to  provide  apparatus  and  cates 
therefor.  Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

Report  and  order  tor  appointment  of  committee 
(Messrs.  Paee,  Sweetstr  and  Leighton  to  be 
joined)  to  nominate  a  member  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  in  place  of  Thomas  (-fogiu,  resigned. 
Order  passed  ai  d  Aldermen  JViles  aid  Burrage 
appointed  on  said  committee. 

"Orde>  to  sell  bv  public  auction  the  engine  house 
on  Parker  street,  near  Beacrn  street.    Passed. 

Ac  orrter  to  rescind  a  portion  cf  the  order  passed 
March  23,  1875,  relating  to  the  construction  ot 
Swett  street,  which  p.ohibits  the  expenditure  of 
any  money  till  the  gra  e  of  tbe  railroad  is  raised, 
came  up  referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
Concurred. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Encampment 
Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7,  G.  A.  R..  tor  tbe 
Mayor  and  the  City  Council  to  attend  the  presen- 
tation of  colors  to  the  Fifth  Maryland  Regiment, 
on  tbe  parade  ground,  on  tne  16tn. 

Accepted  and  sent  down. 

OTERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  annual  leport  of  the  O  'erseers  of  the  Poor 
(City  Doc.  74)  w^s  lvceired  an  >  sent  clown. 

After  referring  co  tne  settlement  !  w  and  its  ef- 
fects the  report  says,  "One  of  the  n  <ist  unpoitaot 
transactions  of  the  year  is  the  final  settlement  ot 
the  negotiations  which  have  been  going  on  for 
some  time  wtth  the  heirs  of  the  late  David  Sears 
and  the  Fifty  Associates  Corporation,  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Sears's  gifts  to  the  board  for  the  benefit  of 
tbe  poor.  Allusion  has  beeu  made  in  former  an- 
nual repoits  to  the  subject  and  to  tne  questions 
involved  An  elaborate  report  from  che  commit- 
tee who  have  had  the  matter  in  chaise,  has  re- 
cently been  ptintei  for  tne  information  of  those 
who  at  present,  or  any  future  time,  should  desire 
to  know  the  history  and  circumstances  of  this  mu- 
nificent g'ft  to  the  citv.  Sufficient  f ot  the  present 
purpose  it  is  to  st&.e  that  ?  new  furd  has  been 
created,  called  the  Da\  id  Sears  Charity,  which  is 
estimated  to  be  upwards  of  $250,000  in  value." 

The  project  of  tbe  Searstan  Charter  House  has 
been  entirely  relinquished,  and  its  houses  and 
lands  at  Long  wood  giveu  to  the  overseers,  its  in- 
come to  b-  nsfd  now,  and  the  p'oeeeds  of  the  es- 
tate, if  ever  soln,  to  be  added  to  the  general 
fund  bearing  the  name  of  the  donor.  The 
cone itions  of  the  fund  are  similar  to  the  other 
beneficiary  funcs  helo  in  trust.  "The  income  only 
is  to  be  expended  in  aid  aud    for  the  support  of 
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citizens  or  families  who  may  have  se«n  better 
<iay=;,  and  for  charity  i"  all  its  forms  in  a  manner 
as  may  best  tend  to  alleviate  tlie  :  ufferintrs  of  hu- 
man lite,  and  render  ihe  condition  of  the  poor 
more  comfortable."  We  cannot  close  thi-1  portion 
of  our  report;  without  again  bearing  our  testi- 
mony, and  expiessinir  our  grituude,  not,  only  to 
the  liberal  founder  of  the  fund,  but  w  his  heirs 
and  tamiiy,  who,  Irrespective  of  the  legal  aspects 
of  the  case,  generously  snrrend-red  thcii  own 
pecuniary  interest:  in  order  that  their  father's 
plans  might  he  carried  into  execution  so  far  as 
•was  consistent  with  public  policv.  The  total 
Amount  or  expenditure  was  $144,949.75. 

From  city  appropriation $124,047.1)8 

From  income  of  various  trust 
funds  (not  including  invest- 
ments)         20,902  J>7 

Total $144,919.75 

We  received  from  other  eiH»s  and 
towns,  for  the  care  of  their  poor 
residing  in  this  city,  and  from 
other  sources,  which  has  been 
paid  into  the  City  Treasury ... .  $29,446.87 
Thus  malting  our  net  charge  on 

the  city  appropriation 94,000.81 

At  the  central  office  the  number 
of  orders  drawn  on  pity  account 

for  grooeries  was 19,719.00 

For  fuel 9,126.60 

Cash  payments  to  applicants  (ex- 
clusive of  trustfuuds) 4,581.00 

The  number  of  legistration  papers  prepare  i 
uurine:  the  year  is  3107,  making  toe  total  number 
on  file  and  recorded  11,950.  The  amount  of  trust 
t'unos  which  the  boa-d  hold  specially  as  a  corp  ir- 
ation  is  $484,047.09.  These  accounts  air  ke;:t  dis- 
tinct from  the  animal  aoprooriafim  fion  ihe  city 
treasury,  and  the  income,  in  accordance  with  the 
cindt'ions  of  the  gifts  of  the  several  Donors,  is 
di-tributed  among  a  class  whose  antecedents  and 
social  position  are  somewhat  different  fiom  the 
ee-eral  class  of  app'iants.  The  nuaber  ot  r«gu- 
Tai  beneficiaries  at  piesent  on  these  trust  fun  is  is 
317,  fifte-n  having  diet  during  the  year, and  t  .ec- 
u-eight hav'ng  been  added.  In  audition  to  these 
individuals,  mostly  aged  women,  who  receiv a 
quarterly  or  semi-annual  pensions,  there  are  oc- 
casionally special  grants  paid  from  the  im  on-e  of 
the  Bullrnan  estate,  in  Cambridge  street,  to  such 
ca=es  as  require  pecunHiy  aid  at  the  nine  of  ap- 
plication, without  any  as«uiance  on  our  part  that 
it  will  be  cootinoed  or  become  permanent. 

I o  thi- connection,  we  regret  toanLOtioce  the 
resignation  of  Hon.  Otis  No-cros-",  the  Teasurer 
of  toe  board,  to  take  effect  when  his  Miccessot  is 
chosen  and  qualified.  Entering  upon  its  duties  at 
the  reorganization  of  the  board  in  1864,  when  re- 
forms were  needed  in  all  its  departments,  its  trust 
funds  in  an  apparently  inextricable  coufu.st.on, 
with  but  simple  xcinoranda  aed  no  S"Siem  or 
keeping -ccounts,  bis  business  habits  and  tin  n- 
cial  skill  lestored  order  out  of  confusion,  and 
simplified  these  natters  so  that  th  y  can  be  easily 
understood  and  adjusted.  Though  not  a  mernbei 
of  the  board,  Mr.  Norcross  has  willingly  under- 
taken any  task  of  a  financial  character  intrusted 
to  hi uj,  and  hi?  zeal  and  interest  in  behalf  of  the 
city  in  the  negotiations  with  the  Sears  heirs  and 
the  Fifty  As  opiates  Corooration  in  the  late 
transactions  with  there  parties  deserve  special 
praise  and  consideration. 

The  public  spirit  wl.ich  induced  him  to  assume 
this  trust,  ana  for  so  many  years  gratuitously  to 
discharge  its  responsible  and  onerous  cuties,  can- 
not bs  too  highly  commended.  He  will  reti'e  witp 
the  thanks  of  the  board  and  the  personal  regards 
of  all  who  have  been  offi':i  illy  connected  with 
him.  The  large  increase  of  our  vested  funds, 
earned  by  the  gift  of  Mr.  Sears,  reudeied  it  neces- 
sary to  apnly  to  the  last  Legislatuie  for  liberty  to 
hold  an  additional  amount  a-  a  corpo  ation;  an 
act  was  passed  authorizing  the  bnaid  to  hold  in 
value  $300,000  in  real  and  personal  estate,  above 
that  to    men  we  were  entitleo  hj  the  act  of  1772. 

MOBTHAMPTON-STREET     DISTRICT. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  renott  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  recommendingthe  pa-sage 
of  the  following  order,  granting  all  of  tie  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Northainpton-stieet  District 
thatis  needed  at  present: 

Ordered,  That  th»  Auditor  ot  Accomus  be  and 
h<;  heteby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  He- 
served  Fund  to  t':e  appropriation  for  Northamp- 
ton-street District  $30,000. 

Aid",  man  Stebbins  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

In  reply  to  questiouc    by  Aldermen    Harris  and 


Power,  Alderman  Stebbins  said  th"  ;epo>t  was 
based  on  a  request  ot  the  Committee  on  North- 
ampton-street Distuct,  made  in  February,  when 
only  $18,000  ot  the  approptiatum  remained,  and 
the  estimated  amount  required  was  $64,000..  The 
Fir.auce  Committee  reporc  $30,000,  for  the  leason 
that  thev  think  that  is  all  that  will  be  required 
toe  several  mot  ths. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11, 
nays  0.    Sent  town. 

SEWERS. 

Aldenaian  Han  is  submitted  the  following  'roin 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordet  of  i.otice  ot  bearing  on  Monday  next  t 
4  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in 
Paris  street,  ootween  Marion  aod  Brooks  streets. 
Passed. 

Reports  recommending  tne  leference  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving  of  the  petitions  of  Caaries 
Brewer  et  al.,  that  the  sewer  or  natural  water- 
cours-  from  Pond  street  to  Stony  Brook  be  cleared 
from  obstructions;  and  Henry  N.  Clark  et  al., 
that  a  sewer  mav  be  constructed  in  Columbia 
stieet,  Ward  16.    Severally  accepted. 

ORDERS    TO   PAY   FOR    LAJfD  DAMAGES. 

Adaermac  Harm,  from  the  Committee  ou 
St  eets,  submitted  orders  to  pay  for  land  dam- 
ages as  follows: 

Order  to  pay  IsaacW.  Derby  $500,  for  land  taken 
in  name  of  ciiarles  P.Walker  en  Hanover  avem:e- 
Read  twice  and  passed,  af  ler  a  statement  by  Al- 
oe iiuau  Harris  tnat  the  Detitioner  had  asked  for 
in  ire  than  this  amount  (which  w  s  the  award},  and 
the  committee  refused  to  give  it. 

Order  to  pay  Levi  Peirv  $140.50,  for  land  taken, 
etc.,  in  widening  Cbaile; street,  Ward  16.  Re«,d 
twice  aiKi  passed. 

THE  OLIVER-STREET  'WIDENING. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  l'ouunit;ee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board; 

Ordered,  That  taj  order  passed  bv  tire  Board  ot 
Aldermen  on  tne  18t'i  day  of  October,  A.  U.  1809, 
wherecy  the  committee  on  the  Laying  Out  anc 
Widening  af  Streets  wereauthorizeu  to  sell  b<v  pub- 
lic auction  certain  e-tat^s  sun  sintered  to  rhe  city 
of  Boston  on  Oliver  street,  in  pursuance  ot  chan- 
cer 159  of  the  acts  a  d  resolves  passed  by  the 
General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1865, 
and  all  acts  Done  aod  all  conveyances  mane  in 
pursuance  thereof,  be  hereby  ratifisu  and  .con- 
firmed. 

Read  twice  and  passed-    Sent  down. 

FIELD  DRIVER  APPOINTED. 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following: 
Ou  the  petition  of  A.  D.  Williams  et  al.,  it  is 
O:  dereii,  That  Gervase  Hrll  be  and  he  is  hereby 
appoioteo  by  the  City  Council  a  Field  Driyer  and 
Pound  Keeper  in  the  Roxbury  District. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenser,  as  follows: 

Aonusement  License  Grafted — "Walter  H.  Stu- 
art, to  exhibit  liviug  curHsitie^,  at  the  Metouaoo, 
June  KJ,  17, 18  and  19. 

Auctioneers'  License  Renewed— William  K. 
Ritcai> ,  35  Exchange  street,  renewed  at 8  Pember- 
toi   squaie. 

Wagon  License  Chanted— William  Gjiffin, 
Hanover  court. 

Billiard  License  Transferred— E.  T.  Maralive, .23 
Meridian  street,  to  John  Higgins- 

Sevevaily  accepted. 

STABL.ES  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Worthingto»i  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  •m  the  part  ot  the  Board 
as  follows: 

No  action  required  on  petition  of  F.  W.  Mitchell 
et  al.  for  leave  to  maintain  ce.la-r"  below  grade  on 
Shawmut  avenue,  at  corner  of  Northampton 
street. 

Recommending  the  sranting  of  the  following 
petition'  to  occupy  stables:  O-  Deshon,  Walk  Hill 
street,  Ward  17;  James  Dana.  Washington  stieet, 
rear  Brock  street,  Ward  19;  James  Bellon,  Ala  ka 
street,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  14;  John  Mur- 
phy, Beach  stieet,  near  .VL.dford  «ireet,  Waid  22; 
J.  J.  McSh-  ehe\ ,  Bremen  street,  near  369  Chelsea 
street;  Johu  B.yan,  Tudor  street,  near  E  stieet. 

Recommending  leive  to  withdraw  on  i  etitiou 
of  James  Nugent  for  stable  at  679  Second  street. 

Severally  accepted. 
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PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Worthingtou  oft'eied  the  following;: 
Ordered,  Tnat  tbe  annual  report  ot"  the  B  >ard 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  (City  Doc.  67.) 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions, with  directions  to  leport  upon  such  sugges- 
tions therein  contained  as  they  think  expeoient. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  CENTINNIAL. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  authorized 
to  close  against  the  passage  of  vehicles  Charles 
street  between  Boylston  street  and  Beacon  street, 
and  Beacon  street  between  Charles  street  aod 
Park  street,  during  the  review  on  the  Common, 
June  18, 1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Al  !eiman  Burrage  offered  toe  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbs  Chief  of  Police  be  directed 
to  shut  off  the  travel  ftom  Colu  on  bus  square  ano 
the  portion  of  Columbus  avenue  adjaceai  mereto 
on  Wednesday,  the  16th  inst ,  during  tbe  ceremo- 
ny attendant  upon  the  reception  o£  the  Old 
Guard  of  New  Yo:  k  city. 

Reao  twice  and  oassed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  author- 
ized to  close  Columbus  avenue,  west  of  West 
Chester  Dark,  on  the  I5th,  16th  and  17ih  inst.,  for 
the  purpose  oi  constructing  tnereon  a  suitable 
platform,  or  stage  for  the  accommodatioa  of  the 
school  children  on  the  17th  inst. 

Read  twice  and  passeo. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  tbe  followiog: 

Ordered,  That  bis  Honor  the  Mavor  be  request- 
ed to  cause  the  immediate  removal  ot  any  struc- 
ture erected  for  the  accommodation  of  acy  por- 
tion of  the  public,  on  the  17th  inst.,  which  shall 
be  pronounced  insecure  by  thelaspeetoi  of  Build- 
ings, and  which  ths  owners  refuse  to  support  and 
strengthen. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Coin  omttee  on  Paving : 

Report  with  order  directing  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  to  close  against  public  travel  Ashland 
street,  between  Rowe  street  and  Hyde  Park  ave- 
nue, while  the  bridge  over  tne  tracks  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  is  iu  process  of  erec- 
tion.   Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  wich  order  granting  nei  mission  to  tbe 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lvnn  Railroad  Company 
to  close  Everett  street  where  crossed  by  said  rail- 
road againsc  public  travel  for  the  term  or  three 
months,  while  a  bridge  is  being  built  over  said 
railroad.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  with  order  fot  the  Supena<endent  of 
Streets  to  graae  Bowdoin  stieet  according  to  the 
g  ade  established  as  recently  widened  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  Escimited  cost, 
$15,000.    Order  read  on  .«e. 

Recorts  witn  ord  rs  f or  tbe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  sprinkle  the  following-  aimed  stresis, 
i-j  conjunction  wiih  the  abutters,  for  che  purpose 
of  preserving  the  roadway  thereof;  the  expense 
tothecitvnot  to  exceed  the  amount  named  in 
each  case:  Eliot  square,  $150;  Highland  street, 
$100;  Washingtjn  stieet,  from  Dudley  to  Cedar 
street,  $150;  Walnut  avenue,  $300;  severally 
to  be  charged  to  th«  appropriation  for  Paving. 
Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  with  orders  to  pay  for  grade  damages 
as  xollows:  Trustees  of  ertate  of  David  Hinckley, 
96  to  130  Water  street,  $93,000;  Andiew  C.  Wheel- 
wright, 16  and  18  Central  street,  $1000— sev  rally 
to  be  charged  to  the  Burnt  District  loan.  Orders 
severally  r6ad  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  mtb  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  lay  brick  sidewalks  in  f rout  of  estates 
ot  F.  W.  Mitchell,  on  Northampton  street,  on 
corner  of  Shawuiut  avenue;  Friend  Tiltleu,  250 
Fifth  street;  J.  F.  Alderman,  Maicella  street; 
Harriet  Ball,  Edgewood  stitet;  George  Blackburn, 
Moreland  street.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 


Report- with  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  eagestou=s  in  fiont  of 
estates  of  Mary  A.  Walker,  Elm  street,  We-t  Rox- 
bury ;  city  of  Boston,  on  Dartmouth  stieet;  Helen 
W.  Capen,  on  Greenough  avenue,  West  Roxbury. 
Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  tne  gianting  on  the  usual 
conditions  of  petition  of  Huse  &  Baldwin  for 
leave  to  maintain  a  hoisting  beam  at  stable  on 
JL^verett  street.    Accepted. 

Schedule  of  cost  of  edgestones  in  front  of  es- 
tates on  Bartlett,  Third  and  other  streets  and  or- 
der for  proportionate  assessment  and  collection  of 
same.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  TOTE  ON  PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Alderman  Stebbirs  submitted  the  folio* log: 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  ths  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  tbe  sever?.!  wards  of  the  city 
on  the  9th  instant,  upon  the  acceptance  of  chapter 
185  of  the  act«  of  1875,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
l«yingoutof  public  parks  in  or  rear  tae  dry  of 
Boston,"  have' attended  to  that  duty  and  report 
that  said  returns  appear  to  be  properly  made, 
with  the  exception  of  that  from  Ward  10, 
which  is  signed  by  only  two  inspectors 
of  the  election,  with  the  wardens'  ano  clerk. 
Upon  iaquiry  of  the  warden  and  clerk 
of  that  waid,  it  app.-ars  that  only  two  i  spectors 
were  present  and  officiating  in  said  ward  on  elec- 
tion day.  Tbe  election  in  that  ward,  tho  -gh  con- 
ducted" in  go>d  faith,  was  nevertheless  illegally 
managed,  and  the  returns  have  therefore  been  re- 
jected by  your  committee.  Ihe  number  of  yeas 
returned  from  the  ward  «  as  299.  and  the  i  umber 
ot  nays  was  90.  Besides  the  votes  reguliily  re- 
turned ana  recorded,  from  Ward  2,  rhe  ward  offi- 
cers of  said  ward  have  certified  that  216  billois 
were  cast,  noi  in  tbe  form  prescribed  by  law,  cut 
having  this  legend:  "Ward  2  votes  'No'  unless 
Copp's  Hill  is  oesigoated  as  one."  These  ballots 
were  not  included  m  tbe  regular  returns  from 
.Vard  2,  and  your  committee  concur  with  tbe 
waid  officeis  of  that  ward  in  excluding  them 
from  the  result.  Makiug  tbe-e  c eductions,  the 
returns  are  properly  eotered  in  the  io.k  Kept  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  result  ap  Dears  to  be  as  fol- 
lows 

For  a  ccepting  the  act 3706 

For  rejecting  the  act : 2311 

Mour  committee  recommend  that  a  certificate  of 
the  result  be  signed  and  transmitted  to  tbe  Secre- 
tary ot  the  Commonwealth,  as  provided  by  law. 


Accepted. 


C^t^VilSJCo— te, 


SOUTH  BOSTO>'  RAILROAD. 

Aldeiman  Burr-age  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  cars  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Compim  shall,  m  coming  in.  go  no  further 
west  than  Washington  street,  nor  further  north 
than  Essex  street,  and  shall  retu.o  via  Washing- 
ton and  Essex  streets  and  theii  piesent  outward 
route;  provided,  that  SMd  company  may,  it  they 
so  elect,  run  twelve  cars  per  hour  through  Boyl- 
slou  and  Tremout  streets  to  Scollay  square,  to  re- 
turn via  Cornhill, Washington  ano  Summer  streets 
and  their  present  outwaid  route. 
Read  once. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY— CONFERENCE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slebbics,  a  lecess  was 
taken  uutil  nine  o'clock  P.  M..  when  the  order  for 
the  celebr  tion  of  riie  Fourth  ot  duly  uext  came 
u  with  the  refusal  or  the  Common  Council  to  re- 
cede from  their  former  actiou. 

The  Board  refused  to  concur — yeas  7,  nays  4  (the 
same  as  before,  Aldermau  Pope  being  absent). 

Onjmotion  of  Alderman  Pi  escort,  it  waslvoted  to 
a  k  a  committee  of  confueuce.  and  Aldermen 
WorthingtOD,  Bigelow  and  Stebbiiu  weie  appoint- 
ed s   id  committee. 

Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Aldeiman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    14,    1875. 


Recnlar  weekly  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 
Called  to  order,  in  the  absence  of  the  P-csident, 
by  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  tbe  ser-ior  member. 
An  election  for  President  pro  tern,  was  ordered. 
Mes  is.  Burditt  of  vv  am  16,  Woods  of  Ward  8,  and 
Moley  of  Ward  19  were  appoicted  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  vo'es.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 40 

Necessary  for  a  choice .     21 

J.  Q.  A.'  Brackett  of  Ward  10 30 

Henrv  W.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 7 

bavin  P.  Kimball  of  Wan' 6 2 

J.  P. Clarke  ot :  Ward  15 1 

Mt.  Brackett  was  declared  elected  and  took  the 
chair. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

The  trdcr  for  the  celebration  of  toe  Fourth  of 
July  came  down,  with  non-aoncurrei  ce  io  the 
amendment  making  the  sum  $10,500,  and  with 
concurrence  m  the  number  of  die  commiitee. 

The  que.rtio -.  was  on  adhering  to  the  former 
vote,  and  the  Council  voted  to  adhere,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Harngan  of  Ward  1. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward 
C,  «  as  lost. 

Subsequently  the  order  w  s  returned  to  the 
Clerk. 

The  Chair — Upon  the  vote  which  has  been  pass- 
ed adhering  to  our  foim-^r  action  appropriating 
$10,500  for  :he  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July, 
the  City  Clerk  sends  back  word  that  it  is  desired 
that  the  vote  be  ta'^en  by  yeas  anc  nays.  Al- 
though it  was  ruled  the  other  night  that  this  was 
unnecessary,  in  order  to  <ettle  any  doubt  upon 
that  point  the  Chaii  « ill  put  the  question  again. 

Mr  Perkins  of  Ward  16  —  I  am  unused  to 
parliamentary  proceedings,  but  it  strikes  me, 
sir,  that  it  is  a  little  out.  of  place  for  tbe 
Hoard  of  Aldermen  to  send  bf.uk  a  vote  which 
has  been  passea  he  e,  dulv  authenticated 
by  our  President,  and  icquest  that  we 
be  put  oq  record  on  this  question.  It  sepms  to  me 
that  a  sense  of  self-respect  which  is  due  a  legisla- 
tive body  would  prevent  U'conplying  with  the  de- 
mauds  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  rot  do  so 

Mr.  Shaw  if  Ward  5 — May  I  be  allowed  to  ask 
the  President  to  state  the  position  ot  the  matter? 
1  did  n't  exactly  understand  it  and  I  think  mv 
neighbors  did  not. 

The  chair— The  Chair  did  not  oesirt.  to  give  the 
impiessioii  that  the  paDer  came  back  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen ;  it  was  in?rely  a  suggestion 
Irom  the  City  Cl^rk. 

Mr.  Shaw— May  1  ask  if  it  has  been  seni  up  to 
the  Aldermen? 

l'ue  Chair— It  has  been  sent  up,  but  I  under- 
stand tha^  it  ha«  not  reached  the  Boaro.  The 
Clerk  saw  it,  and  has  suggested  teat  tbe  yeas  nil 
navs  be  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw — What  right,  I  w<  uld  ask,  has  the  City 
Clerk  or  other  clerk  to  suggest  anything  to  us  as 
to  our  duty?  '[her.-  is  a  dignity,  sir,  which  be- 
llows to  this  body  winch  we  are  in  duty  bound  to 
supuoitand  susain.  The  legitimate  course,  and 
the  only  course,  as  the  gentleman  from  the  °ix- 
teenth  Ward  has  suggested,  is  for  us  to  oo  our 
business  io  a  legitimate  wav  and  send  it  to  the 
othei  branch  of  the  Couacii.  That  is  all  we  have 
ti.e  right  to  do — it  is  ail  that  can  be  ex  fleeted  of  us, 
and  it  i  *  all  that,  in  my  judgment,  this  body  will 
ever  consent  to  do.  W"e  should  s^ud  cack  tu  the 
boriy  that  has  sent  the  matter  to  us,  rejecting  tbe 
thing  which  we  aoooted,  and  v?e  should  not 
chang?  our  action  ai  the  suggestion  of  ai  y  body. 
A  nd  it  the  other  branch  of  the  City  Government 
sees  lit  even  again  to  r  jeet  it,  we  have  our  right; 
we  havs  our  legitimate  and  parliamentary  course 
to  pursue,  ar.d  it  is  unbecomi.  g  for  us,  sir,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  to  do  anything  else  than  to 
pursus  that  parlifinentary,  legitimate  course. 
Nothing  can  be  demanded  of  us  on  tbe  yeas  and 
nays.  We  have  taken  tbe  yeas  and  ]a>s  once 
already,  and  this  i«  a  question  simply  whether  we 
will  concur  in  the  dictum  of  the  other  branch 
only.  There  is  a  dignity,  sir,  which  ws  are  bound 
to  support. 


Mr.  Train  ot  Ward  13—1  counsel,  sir,  a  little 
time,  a  little  coolness  on  this  matter.  Tnere  is  no 
use  tor  us  to  act  on  it  at  once.  I  can  see  that  we 
are  a  Utile  fast  just  heie.  If  this  matter  was  sim- 
ply sent  back  by  the  City  Cbrk  to  our  clerk  with 
the  request  that  we  should  take  the  yeas  aod 
navs,  it  it  is  parliamentary  ana  proper  that  the 
question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  let  us  take  it. 
If  ;<ny  gentleman  is  sufficiently  postec  in  parlia- 
tmentaiy  usage  or  law  to  stand  up  here  and  state 
that  the  thing  is  irregular,  that  it  is  showing  dis- 
respect to  this  body  by  the  other  branch,  I  will 
stand  to  the  guns  as  long  as  any  other  man,  but  I 
counsel  calmness  in  this  matter.  I  don't  think 
we  gain  anything  by  cutting  off  our  noses  to  spite 
our  own  faces. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22—  I  dor.t  know  that  I 
.am  more  than  oidinauiy  conversant  with  par- 
liamentary law,  but  it  seems  to  me,  sir,  an  inva- 
sion of  the  dignity  of  this  body  to  again  vote  upon 
this  matter,  if  it  was  viva  voce.  If  there  wa«  ary 
member  of  ihis  body  who  doubted  tnemajotity 
on  the  question  which  was  passed  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  President,  then,  sir,  we  may  call  tor 
the.  yeas  and  niys;  but  when  the  Board  of  Mavor 
and  Aicermen  send  it  here  and  ask  us  to  indorse 
again  bv  a  vote 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14-1  call  the  gentleman  to 
<rder.  The  Boarl  of  Aldermea  has  not  sent  that 
papei  here. 

Mr.  Devereux— I  should  so  imply  from  what  the 
President  stafd. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  will  state  aerain,  ac  he  in- 
tended to  •state  before,  that  this  does  tot  come 
back  fro.n  the  Boaro  ot  Aicermen.  It  was  a  mere 
suggestion  made  by  the  City  Clerk,  that  it  would 
be  well  to  have  ths  vote  taken  by  yeas  and  nay«. 

Mr.  Devereux — I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have 
the  veas  and  nays  taken  ana  to  go  or.  recoid  as 
•"ave"  in  endorsing  what  has  already  bsen  done; 
and  I  really  hoce  that  the  yeas  and  nays  win  oe 
called  and  I  should  hoje  th>-ie  would  not  be  a 
•"no." 

Mi.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— We  have  voted  on  this 
thine  yea  a  3d  nav  and  all  sorts  of  »  y. ,  and  it 
does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  we  should  again  take 
the  veas  and  nays,  as  ij  proper  on  all  apptopria- 
tioos. 

Mi.  Kimball  of  Ward  0— If  I  understand  this 
matter,  Mr.  President,  that  paper  was  sent  ftvm 
this  branch  to  the  Boatd  of  Aldrrmta,  but  before 
it  reached  it,  being  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Clerk, 
he  sends  it  back,  as  1  understand  it,  politely,  and 
suggest  s  to  our  clerk  that  we  should  have  voted 
on  that  by  year,  and  nays,  and  it  should  so  appear 
on  the  paper.  No «  a  question  similar  to  this  has 
ouce  or  twice  l«fore  this  been  up  before  this 
branch,  wfen  we  voted  upon  the  question  viva 
roce,&  (1  subsequently  at  the  sugge  tiouofourown 
clerk,  the  Presicent  expressed  the  opinion  that 
th"  vote  should  have  been  taken  by  yeas  and 
nay«,  and  saio  that,  notwithstanding  we  had 
voted,  in  order  to  bting  ourselves  within  the  law 
we  should  vote  by  yea  a_d  nay.  I  am  not  sure, 
Mr.  President,  whether  this  comes  under  the 
statute— but  I  think  it  does — whicb  provides  "bow 
cities  mav  apciopnate  mo  oev,  among  other  tbinga 
foi  the  cel.-.bration  of  holidays  and  otiaer  pui- 
poses  of  a  public  nature-,  and  it  provides  that  the 
appropriation  sh?ll  be  made  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  the  members  of  each  branch  of  the  City 
Council  present  and  voting,  by  a  yea  and  nay 
vote.  Now  ir  this  matter  should  come  under 
that  statute,  af.er  this  vote  is  not  passed, 
•ciiorhe.-  week  gone  ry  and  both  branches 
of  the  City  Government  a  jourued,  we  might  be 
told  by  the  City  Solicitor,  "You  can't  goon  and 
expend  a  ceut  of  that  a  oney ;  you  did  n't  pass  tbe 
vote  as  co.  tern  abated  by  the  statute."  Now,  as 
there  has  been  no  disrespect  shown  by  tbe  other 
branch  to  this, — only  a  private  communication, — 
as  I  view  it,  having  been  sent  from  the  clerk  of 
that  branch  to  the  clerk  of  our  own  braneh,  that 
we  should  ha-'e  taken  the  vote  by  yeas  and  nays, 
notwithstanding  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
already  been  raken — not  to  back  down,  take  a  back 
track  from  anythiog  »e  have  done— but  to  bring 
ourselves  within  the  law,  so  that  a'ttr  w-o  have 
appropriated  this  money,  if  we  are  to  have  a  cele- 
bration of  the  Fourth  of  July,  we  may  not  be  met 
ten  cays  f  om  now  by  the  City  Solicitor, 
with  "You  have  uot  appropriated  your  money 
legally  and  cannot  expend  it." 

The  Chair-J  wish  to  say,  in  order  to  settle  the 
matter,  that  the  Clair  will  rule  that  tbe  pie.vious 
voi e  of  the  Council  was  invalid  for  this  reason: 
Tbe  two  blanches  hive  lot  as  yet  concurred  in  the 
appropriation,  and  as  the   Chair   understands  it, 
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tLe  matter  stands  in  just  the  same  position  as  if 
no  appropriation  hao  been  voted.  This  is  to  be  an 
appropriation  for  celebrating  a  holiday,  and  ac- 
cording to  si atute  tba.  vote  must  be  passed  bv  a 
tvo-ttnrds  vote.  The  Cbair  will  rule  that  the  last 
vote  ^as  invalid. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — If  I  mistake  not  we 
had  hart  a  vote  on  this  very  question.  As  I  look 
over  the,  record  of  the  Council  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  flay  of  May,  a  yea  aad  nay  vote  was  taken. 

The  Chair — l'nat  vote  not  having  been  con- 
curred in,  the  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  it 
amounts  to  nothing  now  un'ess  the  Council  ad- 
heres. Ths  question  is  one  of  doubt,  and  m  older 
to  settle  it,  the  Chair  will  rule  that  the  vote  should 
he  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mi-.  Fitzgerald — Tnen  the  Chair  means  to  say 
that  the  vote  which  was  passed  here,  because  ttie 
other  branch  does  not  CO' cur  with  us,  is  invalid, 
and  that  every  time  it  comes  bace  we  are  obliged 
to  vote  yea  and  nay  ? 

t-  The  Chair— The  Chair  will  rule  that  it  is 
necessary. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— The  Cbair  means  to  say  that  for 
the  fake  of  saiooti  ing  maiters  over  the  Chair  will 
rule  unparl  acnentanly. 

The  Chair— The  Cbair  does  act  say  that,  but 
that  it  is  necessarv  to  rake  the  vote  bv  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — I  think  the  ruling  a  lit- 
tle strange,  not  wishing  ti  cast  any  reflection  up- 
od  the  Chair  by  sayi-ig  tt,  but  simolv  to  s^t  my- 
self right.  I  don't  wish  to  be  understood  as  al- 
lowing it  to  be  entirely  correct,  the  reason  that 
we  have  passed  a  yea  and  nav  vote  upon  an  ap- 
propriation of  $15,000.  At  ths  last  meeting  the 
motion  vvasmade  to  reduce  it  to  $10,500.  If  it  hid 
been  to  appropriate  $20,000,1  cau  conceive  that  ^e 
should  have  taken  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  but  it  seems 
to  me  competent  for  the  Council  to  reduce  it  Lorn 
$15,000  to  $10,500. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5— The  question  that  comes 
to  us  las  thb  nature  of  an  inherent  question.  It 
comes  to  us,  sir,  as  a  question  of  concurrence  or 
non-concurrence.  That  is  the  point,  and  it  is  not 
necessaiy  for  any  member  to  rise  and  move  one 
thing  or  the  other;  it  is  ch»  duty  of  the  piesiding 
officer,  when  a  bill  or  order  of  any  kind  comes  from 
the  other  branch — I  am  not  undertaking  to  in- 
struct the  Chair  in  his  dutv — but  only  to 
call  his  attention  to  the  parliamentary "  law. 
It  is  the  inherent  question  for  the 
Chair  to  put,  Will  this  bncty  concur  or  non-con- 
cur? It  is  no;  for  him  to  wait  auv'oodv's  motion. 
Kjw,  sii,  thin  question  has  be>m  divided  in  this 
Council.  There  are  two  portions  of  it.  The  two 
branches  <o>-.cur  in  a  portion  of  ;t;  they  have  not 
concurred  in  ar.nther  portion.  Aui,  air,  here  i~ 
ths  question. 

M-.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  rise  to  a  point  of  <r- 
der.  There  is  no  question  before  the  bouse.  Co- 
les'' the  cecision  of  the  Chair  is  aojealsd  fioin, 
there  is  no  question. 

The  Chfir — The  Chair  rule"  t bat  the  discussion 
is  out  of  qrdT.  The  Chair  has,  however,  allowed 
it  t'>  go  on.  no  question  having  befti  raised. 

Mr.  Sha-v  of  Ward  5— The  discussion  having 
been  alloweri  to  go  on,  I  should  think  I  might 
state  my  point. 

the  Chair — TJnl°ss  the  decision  or  the  Chair  is 
appealed  fom,  the  jeas  -    d  nays  will  be  called. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  never  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

Hie  question  jn  adliTsnce  was  theo  put  and 
whs  carried — yens  53,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bent,  Brackett,  Burge-s, 
Clark",  Cul'ns,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cuslnng, 
Cushman,  Damon,  Day,  Devereux,  Duggan,  lid- 
wards,  belt,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatnck,  Gointbwait, 
Guild.  Harmon.  Harrisan,  Hieks,  Hiscox,  Howe-, 
Jaques,  Kellev,  Kimball,  Kiugsley,  Leighton, 
Moou<y,  Mo-rison,  Murray,  Noyes,  Page,  Parkei, 
Pierce,  Power,  Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Smith, 
Spragne,  Stacey.  Swe»tser,  Train,  Wadsworth, 
Wnlbr.dge,  Wilbur,  Willcutr,  Wilson,  Woo:is— 53. 

Nays  -Messrs.  Burditt,  Cawley,  Kingsbuiy,  Per- 
kins,' Tliacb  -r,  Wbitmote — 6. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  moved  to  reconsider,  hop- 
ing the  motion  woulo.  not  prevail.  The  motion 
was  lost. 

Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE- 

Petitions  were  referred)  and  annual  report  of 
Board  of  Overseers  of  Poor  placed  on  file. 

Report  and  order  for  tiansfer  of  $30,000  from 
Reserved  Fund  to  appropriation  for  Northampton 
street  District.   Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


The  ordinance  toumte  the  Mystic  and  Cochituate 
water  boards  came  aowr  wii'h  the  adherence  of 
toe  Board  of  Aldermen  to  their  former  vote. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Day  of  Waid  1,  the  yeas  aud 
nays  were  ordered  on  a  motion  to  anhere,  by  Mr. 
Wilson  of  Ward  12,  and  the  Council  voted  to  ad- 
here—yeas  32,  nays  30. 

Yeas — Me.-srs.  Barry.  Bent,  Burgess,  Cawley, 
Clarke.  Collins,  Coyle, Damon,  Devereux,  Dusga  J, 
Edwaids,  Fitzpatrick,  Harrigran,  Hicks,  Kelley, 
Kirgsbury,  Kuigsley,  Lsisrhfon.  Moley,  Mur<ay, 
Noyes,  Osborn,  Power,  Rice,  Stacey,  Sweetser, 
Tnacher,  Train,  Walbridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb, 
Whiimorp — 32. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Burditt,  Crocker, 
Cuitis,  Cushing,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Goldthsait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock,  Howes, 
Jaquas,  Kimball,  Morrison,  Page,  Perkins,  Pierc  , 
Sampson,  Shaw.  Smith,  Sprague,  Wadsworth, 
Willcmt,  Wilson,  Wood  —30. 

Sent  up. 

Orcer  appointing  Gervase  Hall  a  tound  keeper 
and  field  r. river  for  Roxbury  District.  Read  twi .  e 
and  passed. 

Order  referring  snnual  report  of  Directors  fo< 
Pnbhc  In-titutions  (Citv  Doe.  67)  to  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  with  instructions  to  report 
upon  such  suggestions  therein  contained  as  they 
thick  expedient.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  ratify  ii.d  confirm  all  acts  done  and 
conveyances  mads  under  order  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  Oct.  18, 1869,  in  relation  to  certain  es- 
tates 03  Oliv  r  street  surrerdered  to  the  city  in 
pursuance  of  chapter  159  of  acts  of  1865.  Read 
twice  anc'  passed. 

Older  to  hire  tor  thr-e  years,  from  April  1, 1875, 
an  armory  at  the  corner  of  Washington  an  1  Har- 
vard streets,  at  $12C0  prr  annum.  Passed  to  a 
se  ond  reading. 

Report  and  oider  for  purchase  of  a  site  forpri 
may  schooll  ouse  on  Fourth  street,  near  O  street, 
containing  20,000  square  feet,  a>  not  ex ■  eecing 
seventy-five  cents  per  foot.  Order  passed  to  a 
eeconc  reading. 

I'  vitation  of  Charles  Russell  Lowell  Post  7,  G. 
A.  R., 'O  attsnrt  presentation  of  colors  to  Fif oh 
Maryland  R=giment.    Accepted. 

VEGETABLE   MARKET. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  movtd  to  take  up  the 
special  assieni^ent,  viz..  the  reports  on  toe  vetre- 
tanle  market. 

Lest— 28  tor,  29  against. 

CDRB  ON  THE  COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbaeher  of  Ward  15  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5suomitred 
the  following: 

City  of  Boston,  in  Common  Council,  ) 
June  14,  1875.  ( 

The  Joiut  Standing  Couiujittee  on  Co.umonai.d 
Public  G rounds,  havinff  complied  with  toe  instruc- 
tions ot  the  City  Couucil  to  give  a  public  bearing 
to  all  person- interested  i.i  the  subject  ot  e-tao- 
lishiug  a  grauite  c.rb  or  an  iron  feme  0.1  the 
westerly  Hue  ot  Tremoot  street,  besr  leave  to  sub- 
mit toe  following  report: 

Although  the  question  was  reopened  upon  the 
request  of  those  ivho  favoied  the  erection  of  an 
iron  lence,  the  op.uious  of  those  who  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee  were  about  evenly  divided 
between  a  curb  and  a  re.ee.  It  was  repie- 
sented  od  thtr  one  sid-  that  ths  piopossd  curb 
would  destroy  the  roots  or  the  outer  row  ot  tr^es; 
taat  it  would  not  be  a  sufficient  safeguard  against 
runaway  teams;  aud  that  a  substantial  iron  fence 
coiild  be  e.ecied  at  le-s  expense.  A  pi. .11  of  such 
a  fence  was  submitted,  the  estimated  cost  of 
which  was  SJ98S5.  It  was  stated  on  tue  other  side 
that  111  principal  root-:  of  the  trees  had  probabli 
been  already  cat  off  in  laying  the  pr  s.nt  curb: 
that  no  substantial  structure  could  be  erected 
without  purri  g  in  a  fouosatior  as  deep  v»  the 
one  specified  lor  the  proposed  curb;  that  there 
was  a  growing  feeling  1a  favor  of  the  substitution 
of  handsome  grauite  curbs  around  public  gto 
ir,  place  of  iron  fences;  rhat  the  plan  ot  t"fi  iron 
fence  which  had  been,  submitted  was  imperfect. as 
the  proposed  foundations  were  rot  sufficiently 
substantia),  and  the  curbs  between  the  post  were 
too 'ow  to  be  -ropetly  adjusted  to  the  (Trade  of 
the  at  joining  grounds;  and  that  the  erection  of  a 
fence  of  an  entirety  different  desisrn  from  that 
around  toe  other  portions  of  the  Common  would 
be  in  bad  taste. 

Upon  tins  presentation  of  the  esse  the  com- 
mittee decided  to  adhere  to  the  plan  for  a  curb 
prepared  by  the  City  Engineer;  ad  the\  accord- 
ingly opened  the  pioposals  which   bad  been  re- 
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ceived  as  stated  in  their  previous  leport.  The 
lowest  lnd  was  $9047.50— s  irnething  lets  than  the 
estimated  co3t  of  i  be  fence. 

The  committee  woulo  therefore  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying,  order. 

John  T.  Clark. 

Jambs  Poweb. 

George  A.  Shaw. 

Pierpont  Edwards. 

Michael  D.  Collins. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contrast  with 
the  Cape  Ann  Granite  Company  tor  furnishing 
and  setting  a  gianite  curb  on  the  westerly  line  of 
Tremont  street,  between  Park  street  and  Boylston 
street,  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications 
prepared  by  the  City  Engineer,  the  price  paid 
therefor  to  be  as  follows,  namely:  For  furnish- 
ing and  setting  the  curb,  five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  lineal  foot;  for  furnishing  and  setting 
the  steps,  eighty-nine  dollars  per  set— the  expense 
to  be  chaiged  to  the  appropriation  already  made 
therefor. 
Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  submitted  the  following: 

Report  of  Minority  of  the  Committee  on  Common 

and  Fublic  Squares  relative  to  Curb  on. 

Westerly  Line  Tremont  Street. 

Since  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares,  recommending  tbe  placing  of  a  curb 
as  originally  proposed,  upon  the  Tremont-street 
side  of  Boston  Common,  was  recommitted  to 
tbem,  a  public  hearing  has  been  had,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  have  had  further  opportu- 
nities of  obtaining  information  respecting  the  iu- 
juiy  which  the  entire  row  of  trees  might  receive 
from  the  curb  proposed,  and  also  respecting  the 
desirability,  feasibility  and  expense  of  a  suitable 
fence. 

A  minority  of  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  a  suitable  curb  and  fence  can  be  placed  in 
the  proposed  position,  which  will  do  little  or  no 
injury  to  toe  trees,  be  a  proper  protection  to  the 
giound  and  those  who  frequent  it,  and  ao  orna- 
ment to  the  stieet. 

Tbe  committee  have  nad  a  plan  submitted  by  a 
competent  architect  of  a  curb  crowned  by  a  neat 
and  artistic  fence,  the  supports  of  which  it  is 
proposed  to  S6t  in  the  old  post  holes  of  tbe  former 
fence  and  the  foundation  of  which  will  not  inter- 
fere with  the  tree  roots  any  moie  than  before, and 
afford  more  openings  to  the  street  than  the  curb 
recommended  by  tae  majority  of  the  committee, 
and  which,  moreover,  can  be  built  at  a  less  price. 

The  minority  of  your  committee  believe  that  a 
curb  with  a  fence  guard  would  be  a  more  perfect 
protection  for  pedestrians  and  children,  especial- 
ly from  accidental  falls  which  might  occur  from  a 
curb  unguarded  b.y  fence  to  the  street  which  is 
below  the  grade  of  the  mall  and  which  would 
only  be  separated  from  immediate  contact  with 


the  public  hiehway,  occupied  by  continually 
passing  vehicles, ,  by  tbe  insufficient  barrier  pro- 
posed by  the  majority. 

Furthermore,  in  view  of  the  act  recently  passed 
by  the  Legislature  that  no  portion  of  the  people's 
park  should  be  taken  for  tbe  widening  of  the  pub- 
lic highway  except  oy  popular  vote,  and  believing 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Boston  that  the  Cummon  shall,  at  least  for  the 
pre-enr,  be  secure  evm  from  Inviting  encroach- 
ment, tbe  minority  of  your  committee  recommend 
the  erection  of  a  curb  and  fence  that  shall  afford 
proper  security  to,  as  well  as  an  appropriate  set- 
ting for,  one  of  the  city's  most  valuable  anceycral 
jewels — Boston  Common. 

IS.  M.  Quinct. 
Curtis  Guild. 
Albus  R.  Cushing. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  o?  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  procure  propo- 
sals for  the  erection  of  a  curb  and  iron  fence  on 
the  westerly  line  of  Tremont  street,  between  Park 
street  and  Boylrton  street,  substantially  in  accord- 
ance with  The  plan  submitted  by  George  R.  Mea- 
cha in,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  laying  a  curb  in  said  locality. 

Severally  ordeied  to  be  printed  and  laid  over. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Orders  for  the  expenditure  of  mouey  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds  a«  follows:  $  1000  addi- 
tional for  plarts;  $500  tor  mowing  machines; 
$1500  additional  for  work;  $10,000  additional  for 
labor.    Severally  passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  io  set  apart  from  the  item  of  "Salaries" 
in  the  police  appropriation  ths  sura  of  $5000  for 
'pursuing  and  arresting  criminals."  Passed  m 
concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  J.  E.  Fltzgerala  $4500  for  estate  42 
Newcomb  street.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
to  be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  schoolhouse 
sit",  a  lot  of  land  owned  by  E.  W.  Clark,  situated 
on  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Crescent  avenue,  con- 
taining 31,000  square  feet,  more  or  le;;s,  with  tbe 
building  thei eon:  the  expense,  not  exceedirgthe 
sum  of  $20,000,  io  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Puichase  of  a  Grammar  Schoolhouse  Site 
in  tbe  Dorcheoter  Everett  District.  Passed— 33 
for,  9  against.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  temporary  loan  of  $2,000,000,  in  an- 
ticipation of  receipts  from  taxes.  Passed  in 
concui rence— yeas  54,  nays  1,  Mr.  Thacher  of 
Ward  15  voting  nay. 

Report  and  ordei  for  a  transfer  of  $2000  from 
Reserved  Fund  for  improve  orient  of  Orchard  park. 
Passed  io  concurrence— yeas  54,  nays  1,  Mr.  Pierce 
oi  Ward  11  voting  nay. 

On  uiotlou  of  Mr.  Pierce  of  Waid  11,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned  and  stood  adjourned  to  Thursday, 
24th  inst. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    2 J.,    1875. 


Re  ular  weekly  meeting  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M.., 
Alderman  Clark,  Cimirocan,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED, 

Geoige  W.  Babb,  28  Pudbury  street;  Joim  D. 
Carley,  Lowell  Railroaa  Comuv.iy;  W.  W. 
Htunpbrey,  Heiry  M.  Cox,  Dennis"  Moian,  Joseph 
C.  Smith,  Joseph  H.  Kittredge,  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company;  Leigh  R.  Worcester,  Henry 
A.  Fen  ii,  Heiry  R.Lungley,  Atwood  l>.  Bolforook, 
Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Company;  John  E.  C. 
Goward,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  order  of  notice  for  hi- aria<>  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Paris  stre  t,  be- 
tween Marion  and  Biooks  streets,  was  considered. 
Nooti£  appeared  to  object,  and  the  subject  was 
reeom.nitted  to  the  Comimitee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Pulilie  /.taxis.  Jo- 
seph E.  Billings,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  on  East  Springfield    ti  et. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Henry  R.  Grace,  to.  the  removal  of  a 
tree  from  Brighton  avenue. 

S.  R.Ray  son,  for  leave  to  remove  two  trees  from 
Forest  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Michael 
Cart  oil,  to  .  e  paid  for  damages  caused  to  his  es- 
tate o.j  Union  avenue,  Ward  17,  by  the  breaking 
of  a  culvert. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pari  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
toll  ws:  James  Nugent,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
679  Second  street;  William  Goldsmith,  new 
wooden,  two  horses,  57  Prentiss  Ptr«et,  Ward  15; 
George  B.  Green,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  Champ- 
nev  Street,  opar  Newman  "treet. 

H.  H.  Richardson,  agent,  for  leave  to  construct 
a  cellar  .  elow  grade  at  corner  of  Washington  and 
Lag.ange  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Bernard  Swift 
et  at.,  for  gas  lights  in  Tufts  street,  Charleston  u. 

To  tlie  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Gilman  C.  Hickok,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  at  31  Miller  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pawrw.  Joshta  T.Simp- 
son, to  be  allowed  additional  compensation  for 
change  of  grade  in  Bern  iogiOn  street. 

Mrs.  Rumey  Noble,  to.  abatement  of  assessment 
for  edgestones  at  30  Brook;  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  resi- 
dences of  M.  McBarren,  East  Dedham  stieet, 
rear  664  Harrison  avenue;  P.  Mulvey,  on  Warren 
place,  corner  Harrison  ave-.ue. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
House  of  Good  Snepaid,  Tremont  street,  Rox- 
bury;  Department  of  Public  Buildiugs,  School- 
house  iu  Qui^iey  street. 

Petition  for  edgestor:e  ?nd  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estate  of  Andrew  T.  Meserve.  5  Vale 
street. 

Frank  A.  Claop  et  al.,  that  Bowen  street  from 
Dorchester  to  F  stre  ?t  be  put  in  order,  sidevvalks 
laid,  etc. 

William  S.  Pattee  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
on  Bromley  nark  and  adjacent  stre -to. 

Boston,  Haiti ord  &  Erie  Railroad  Company,  for 
leavr  to  rebuild  and  widen  the  bridge  over  their 
tracks  at  intersection  or  Dorchester  avenue. 

M.  Ellis  &  Co.,  tor  leave  tc^move  wooden  build- 
ing trom  91  Paris  street  to  BroDks  streei,  corner 
ot  Chinch. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  grade  Bowdoin  street,  Ward  16. 
Passed. 

Order  prescribing  the  mod a  of  running  the  cars 
of  the  South  Boston  Railroad,  viz.:  Incoming 
cars  not  to  go  west  of  Washington  street  or  north 
of  Es  ex  street,  and  to  return  via  Washington 
and  Essex  streets;  provided  that  a  number  of 
ca  s  not  exceeding  tw  id ve  per  hour  may  ua verse 
their  present  route  via  Scollay  square,  Cornhill, 
Washington  and  Su  Timer  streets. 

Alderman  Burrage — When  this  order  was  offered 
there  were  no  indications  that  st?ps  ha.,  been 
taion  toward  laying  town  tne  track  in  the  loca- 


tion granted  ihe  South  Boston  Railroad  in  Wash- 
ington, Milk  and  other  streets.  As  tint  location 
was  grained  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  Tiemout 
street  rroni  some  of  the  cars  which  blockaded 
that  street,  and  nothing  having  been  doie  toward 
improving  that  location,  it  was  deeineu  best  to 
take  s::ine  othri-  course  to  effect  the  object  de- 
sired. Today  trie  officers  of  the  company  give  as- 
surance that  steps  will  be  taken  to  lav  down  the 
track,  and  I  therefore  move  that  the  order  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  ai.d  a  lemonstranc?  re- 
ceive! from  W,  W.  Nichols  et  al.,  against  the  nas- 
sage  of  said  order,  w^s  also  laid  upon  .he  table. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON   COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Orders  to  al)  uv  the  Committee  oi.  Common, etc., 
to  expend  the  additional  •uins  ol  $10,000  for 
labor,  §1500  foi  team  uork,  etc,,  $1000  lor  plants, 
etc.,  and  $500  for  mowing  machines.  S=ve.al'y 
passed. 

Reoort  and  order  to  purchase  31,600  feet  of  laud 
on  D' n Chester  avenue  Waid  16,  near  Ciescent 
avenue,  with  the  buildiugs  t  :ereou,  for  the  sum 
of  ,s;;0.000;  said  land  now  belonging  to  E.  \V. 
Clark.    Order  passed. 

Non-concur*  ence  by  Common  Council  in  the 
substitution  of  th  ■  inino:ity  report  and  ordinance 
forth  majority  report  and  ordinance  on  subject 
of  a  Ciehiiuate  Water  Board.  (City  Dooum  r.t 
No.  64.;  On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the 
Boar'  aohered  to  its  original  acion  in  sd  istitu- 
ting  the  minority  foi  ih->  majority  report.  Sent 
down. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

A  communica.iou  was  received  fioiu  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad,  accepting  tne  seventh  location, 
granted  June  7th,  1875,    Placed  on  tile. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Jam  s  C.  Tucker,  Superintendent 
of  Public  Building.;,  being  presented  duly  certi- 
fied, was  approve  .  by  the  Board. 

HEARING  DENIED. 

A  peiitiou  was  received  from  M.  F.  Lynch,  ask- 
ing for  further  tun-  to  present  to  die  Board  more 
evidence  to  prove  the  fact  that  there  is  no  imme- 
diate necessity  for  the  cons,trueti  m  of  a  sewei  iu 
Pleasant  street,  Ward  16. 

Alderman  Worthington  moved  that  the  subject 
be  assigned  ror  a  hearing  at  5  P.  M.  n-xt  Monday. 

Alderman  Power  did  eot  object  to  a  leasonable 
time  for  parties  to  be  heard,  but  this  matter  had 
been  heard  by  the  committee  and  the  Boaru,  and 
the  petitioner  was  himseli  present.  The  com- 
mittee believe  tie  sewer  necessary;  besiaes  this, 
a  portion  of  Dorchester  avenue  cannot  be  put  in 
Older  till  the  sewer  is  built,  and  the  work  has 
already  been  delayed  for  that  purpose.  Sewers 
can  be' built  only  iu  the  summer,  tuu  it  should  be 
bestin  as  eaily  as  possible. 

The  mockm  to  assign  wis  lost. 

POLICE  AT  CONCORD  AND  LEXINGTON. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Police: 

Oi  d -red,  That  the  money  received  by  the  Police 
Department  from  the  to^ns  of  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington, for  services  performed  by  members  of  said 
department  in  said  towns  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1875,  be  paid  under  the  direction  and  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  C met  ot  Police  to  the  officers  who 
performed  the  service. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  f i  om 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordeied,  That  the  assessment  levied  uoon  Wil- 
liam Dugan  for  a  se»ev  in  Rochester  street;  be 
abatod  :>y  the  sum  of  f  10  on  account  of  extra  ex- 
pense in  entering  saio  sewer. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  ihe  Superintendent  of  Sewers  be 
her-.by  authorized  to  reco:  struct  a  portion  ot  the 
sew^r  in  Everett  st.eet,  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach 
and  Lynn  Railroad  Company  agreeing  to  pay  the 
whole  expense. 

Read  iwice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  George  Waynes  et  a£.,with 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Severs  be 
hereby  directerl  to  construct  a  drain  for  surface 
water  in  Sanford  and  Forest  Hills  streets,  ana 
charge  the  expense  to  the  appropriation  for  sew- 
ers. 

Read  tvice  and  nassed. 
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Repoits  with  orders  for  the  construction  of 
seweis  in  Berkeley  street,  between  Appletcn  and 
Lawrence  streets.  Read  twice  and  passed.  Re- 
port with  order  tor  a  sewer  in  Appleton  street, 
near  Berkeley  street;  and  in  Doichester  avenue, 
Savm-Hill  avenue  and  Pleasant  street.  Bead 
once. 

TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following : 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on   the  Treasury 
Department,  to  whom  were  referrei  the  accounts 
of  the  City  and  County  Treasurer,   for   the   year 
ending  April   30, 1875,  beg   leave   to   report    that 
they  have   made   a   careful    examination    of  the 
accounts  and  have  compared  tnem  with  the  rec- 
ords in  the  Treasuier's  office,  aod  they  Sod  that 
the   entries   correspond    with    tha   receipis   and 
vouchers  on  file.    The  business  of  the  offi.-e  dur- 
ing the  past  yesr  has  been  as  follows : 
Cash  received  on  account  of  city  of  Boston. 121,621,869.04 
Cash  received  on  accoont  of  the  coimty  of 
Suffolk 133,912.35 

Total  receipts $21,754,981.39 

Cash  paid  on  account  of  city  of 

Boston $18,068,552.72 

Cash  paid  on  account  of  county 

of  Suffolk 372,311.99 

Cash  paid  to  commissioners  of 

sinking  funds 2,061,784.37 

Total  expenditures 20,502,649.0S 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures  during 

the  year $1,252,332.31 

Cash  on  hand  May  1,1874 2,185,172.30 

Cash  on  hand  April  30, 1875 $3,437,504.61 

The  amount  of  bonds  held  by  the  city  for  — 

sales  of  real  estate  was $364,441.08 

The  amouut  of  bonds  held  by  the  city  for 
sales  of  estates  purchased  for  widening 

streets  was $815,062.1 6 

Ths  committee  find  that  the  duties  pertaining 
to  the  Collector's  Department  nave  not  been  per- 
formed in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  during  a 
number  of  years  past,  and  especially  in  the  mat- 
ter of  enforcing  the  conditions  of  bond",  given  for 
the  payment  of  money  on  account  of  property 
sold  by  the  city.  Under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  Treasurer  has  notified  all  delinquents 
upon  such  boods  that  unless  they  comply  with  the 
conditions  within  ten  days  the  city  will  take  pos- 
session of  the  property  thus  forfeited. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

TREASURER  AND    COLLECTOR. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Treasuiy  Department,  who 
were  requested  to  nominate  candidates  for  the 
offices  of  Tieasurer  and  Collector,  recommending 
the  election  of  Charles  H.  Dennie  as  Treasurer, 
and  Thomas  Sherwin  as  Collector. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  ou  motion  of  Al- 
derman Bigelow  ths  Board  proceeded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Aldermen  Bigelow  and  Burr^ge  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Charles  H.  Dennie  had 11 

and  he  was  declared  elected  ou  the  part  of    the 
Board . 

On  motion  ot  Aiderman  Bigelow,  the  Hoard  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election  for  Collector. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  lise  for  information.  It  is 
said  that  Thomas  Sherwin  is  not  a  resident  of 
Boston  and  has  never  paid  taxes  here.  I  suppose 
the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  have  some  good 
reason  for  nominating  him,  and,  tor  one,  1  "bould 
like  to  know  what  it  is  before  I  vote. 

Alrk-nnan  Bigelow— Mr.  Sherwin  will  become  a 
resident  of  Boston  if  the  nomination  is  continued. 
He  is  quite  ready  to  come  into  the  city. 

Alderman Burrage — Mr.  Sherwin  was  nominat- 
ed because  he  was,  iu  the  minds  ot  the  committee, 
the  most  fit  man  presenter)  to  them.  They  consid- 
ered the  matter  very  caiefully,  sir,  an  4  the  nomi- 
nation is  the  result  of  their  careful  and  deliberate 
judgment.  He  is  said,  by  all  who  know  him,  to  be 
eminently  fit  for  any  position  of  responsibility  ; 
his  integrity  is  unquestioned,  and  he  is  said  to  be 
a  man  ot  remaikable  ability.  In  regard  to  his 
residence,  he  may  temporarily  live  out  of  the  city, 
but  he  is  a  native  of  Boston,  as  ill  know,  aud  in- 
tends io  reside  in  the  city  if  elected. 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Thomas  Sh  ?i -win  bad "1 

J.  W.  Ricker 1 


Mr.  Sherwin  w?,s  declared  elected. 
Certificates  sent  down. 

THE  CENTENNIAL. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  tha  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
presented  to  General  Frauds  A.  Osbom  Cor  his 
services  as  Chief  Marshal  of  the  pro;es:ion  on  the 
Seventeentu  of  June. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Seat  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council 
bs  presented  to  Brevet  Major  General  Richard 
Arnold  of  the  Fifth  Regimeut  of  Artillery.  U.  S. 
A.,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  services  in  escorting  the  City 
Government  of  Boston  and  its  guests  ou  the  Sev- 
ententh  of  Jm.e. 

Read  twice  and  -sassed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Worrkmgton  offered  the  following : 

Oideied,  That  the  Clerk  of  Committees  re  re- 
quested to  prepare  and  print  an  account  of  the 
celebration  in  this  city  commemorative  of  the 
centennial  guniveisary  'of  the  battle  of  Bucker 
Hill,  aod  that  1000  copies  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  toe  City  Government,  to  be  distributed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Brinticg;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  foi 
Incidentals. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yea«  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

STABLES   AND    CELLARS. 

Aldennan  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health,  recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  on  the 
following  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  ctables: 
Franklin  H.  Walker,  519  Main  street;  J.  M.  Pike, 
Blue  Hill  avenue;  Timothy  ConnoUv,  1732  Ire  moot 
street;  James  Stanriisb,  Ashland  and  Linden 
streets;  Woodman  Jones,  River  stteet,  near  Hvde 
Park;  Otis  Gately,  Garden  street,  corner  Dorches- 
ter avenue;  Chades  A.  Ball,  near  Canal  street, 
foot  of  Lincoln  street,  Ward  22;  Augustus  Smith, 
Mt.  Vernon  and  Everett  streets.  Ward  19.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Cyrus  White  the  sum  of  $75,  being  the  amount  of 
rent  due  tor  the  armory  occupied  by  Company  A. 
Fust  Reeriment  of  Infantry,  iff.  T.  M.,  on  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury,  from  April  1,  1875,  to  July 
1, 1R75;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

Read  twice  ar_d  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Aldermau  Bigelow  submitted  reports  fiom  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Billiard  License  Refused— Edward  C.  Leonard, 
699  Washington  street. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Three  toot- 
blacks,  seven  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted." 

PAVING-  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aldennan  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  ou  Paving,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  peimissiou  be  granted  to  the 
trustees  iu  oossession  of  the  Boston,  Hartford  &- 
Erie  Railroad  Company  oi  their  assigns  to  locate 
and  construct  a  suitable  abutment  upon  the  east- 
erly fide  of  said  railroad  at  the  crossing  of  Dor- 
chester avenue  upon  a  convenient  line  not  east  of 
the  line  of  the  original  location  of  said  railroad 
through  South  Bay  extenoed  ;  upon  condition  thac 
said  abutment  a<  d  bridge  shall  be  constructed  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Cit>  Engineer  of  tht 
city  of  Boston. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  recommending  le:  ve  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  tor  a 
cuive  track  at  corner  of  Milk  and  Washington 
streets.  Laid  ou  the  tabls,  ou  motion  of  Alderman 
Burraee. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  S1.3C  be  abated  from 
the  amount  assessed  to  Patrick  H.  Lee  for  edge- 
stones  on  Short  street,  W»rd  22,  for  aneriorin 
measurement. 

Read  twice  aud  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  sum  of  $18.3Sbe  abated  fom 
the  amount  assessed  oo  Eustis  treet.  N".\  286, 
and  that  the  same  be  assessed  oy  James  W. 
Gerald. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoits  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  William  Litchfield  ct  a?,  that  toe  location  called 
Crafts  Comer  be  not  named  Thompson   square; 
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and  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  for  leave 
to  close  Dover-Ktreet  Bridge  against  vehicles  on 
June  27.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  in  favoi  of  granting  leave  to  M.  Dnnan 
&  Co.  and  S.  &  D.  Richards  to  move  wooden 
buildings  on  the  usual  conditions.  Severally 
accepted. 

Orders  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to 
furnish  ano  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
ClarK  &  Leatherbee  on  Columbia  street;  Augusta 
W.  Hunt,  on  Columbia  Street,  Ward  16;  Adams  & 
Barstow,  on  H  street,  at  the  corner  of  Fourth 
street.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  J'23.39  against 
estate  177  and  179  Bolton  street,  belonging  to  Jit- 
heirs  of  Patiick  J.  Flynii,  said  heirs  being  uuable 
to  nay  the  same. 

Read  rwiee  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  area  at  the  intersection  of 
Main  and  Warren  streets,  Charlestown,  be  here- 
after called  and  known  as  Lafayett«  squaie. 

Read  twice  anil  passed. 

Ordered,  Tim  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
close  Salutation  street  agaimt  public  travel  while 
Police  Station  8  is  being  raised. 

Read  twice  and  pa  sed. 

Ordered,  That,  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  pave  Beach  street,  between 
Washington  street  ami  Hamsun  avenue,  as  re- 
ceuily  widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners; the  expense  thereof,  not  exceeding  $8000, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Beach- 
stivet  Widening.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  is  hereby  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Comps  ny,  that:  iu  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  safety  aid  con- 
venience require  that  Washington  street  should 
be  paved  with  suaal1  granite  blocks  from  Wal- 
thnm  street  to  Chester  square,  and  that  said  com- 
pany be  directed  to  pave  the  space  occupied  by  its 
tracks  on  raid  street  with  small  gianite  blocks; 
said  work  to  be  done  undei  the  direction  and  io 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

WOOD  PAVEMENT  IN  COURT  STREET. 

Alderman  Rower  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  PaviDg: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  in  the  execution  of  the  order  passed  oy 
the  Board  of  Aloermeu  May  3,  1875,  for  the  pav- 
ing i.f  Court  street,  to  substitute  buai-ttized 
spruce  blocks  iu  place  of  granite  for  the  pave- 
ment of  said  street. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  order  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Power— In  justice  to  the  committee  I 
should  state  the  reasons  for  changing  the  style  of 
pavement  Ir  seems  to  be  important  on  account 
of  proximity  to  the  Court  House,  where  tile  pro- 
ceedings are  disturbed  by  the  noise  from  the 
stone;  ano  the  ord-r  took  in  tue  part  of  Court 
street  from  tie  Court  House  to  Washington  street 
where  the  abutters,  particularly  the  owners  of 
Sears's  Building,  would  sooner  pay  a  reasonable 

Eortion  of  the  expense  of  ttie  wood  pavement  than 
ave  the  granite  laid.  As  we  cannot  exae.  or  ac- 
cept that  fiom  thorn,  the  committee  thought  it 
advisable  to  change  their  views  anu  recommend 
that  that  poition  of  the  stieet  be  paved  with 
wood. 

Alderman  Worthington— Do  I  understand  that 
this  is  for  Court  squaie  also? 

Alderman  Power— No,  sir. 

..idernian  Worthington— Then  I  hope  we  shall 
not  adopt  that  wood  pavement.  It  is  to  be  laid  on 
Court  street,  thirty  or  forty  feet  from  the  Court 
House. 

Alderman  Power— It  takes  in  all  of  Court  street 
iu  front  of  the  Court  House. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  understand  all  that, 
but  what  io  the  widtn  of  the  street  from  the  front 
of  the  Court  House?  Sixty  teet.  I  thioK  tbecity 
ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  -oave  that  st  ee't 
with  wooden  blocks  simply  because  it  passes  with- 
in sixty  feet  of  toe  Court,  House.  The  noise  from 
there  aoes  not  annoy  the  courts;  it  is  the  noi>e 
from  Com  t  square.  The  expense  in  fifteen  years 
will  be  more  than  double  tor  wood  than  for  gran- 
ite. It  has  been  understood  heretofore  that  when 
wood  pavements  are  to  be  laid  the  abutters  shall 
pay  one-half  the  expenses,  and  I  have  voted  for 
wood  pavement  on  that  account.  I  understand 
now  that  the  committee  have  conscientious  scru- 
ples against  leceivmg  money  from  abutters;  if  it 
is  so  I  want  to  kuow  it.     I  think  there  i°  no  need 


of  this  extru  expense  of  a  wood  pavement  in 
Court  street. 

Alderman  Power— Since  1  have  had  the  honor  to 
be  o^  the  com  juittee  we  have  paved  mavty  streets 
with  wood,  and  the  city  h«s  never  exacted  any 
poition  of  the  expense.  The  ownem  of  the  Sears 
estate  came  before  the  committee  ami  ottered  io 
pay,  rattier  than  have  toe  street  paved  with  stone, 
as  far  as  their  building  extendstl ;  and  as  they 
represented  such  a  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty and  paiu  such  la.~ge  raxes,  we  thought 
it  certainly  would  not  be  proper  to  ex- 
act fiom  them  what  we  did  not  exact 
from  others.  Court  square  is  aire  .cy  paved  with 
wood,  and  the  granite  makes  so  much  noise  that 
we  changed  this  pavement  to  wood.  The  first 
cost  of  laying  this  wood  is  not  much  more  than 
half  the  expense;  of  laying  granite  blocks,  and 
the  committee — at  least  I  do — think  that  if  pavea 
on  the  plan  that  has  been  used  iu  the  city,  ir  will 
last  right  or  ten  years,  in  which  case  the  interest 
and  expense  together  do  not  make  it  cost 
much  more  than  it  would  to  pave  it  with 
stone.  All  the  abuttors  desire  .•  ood,  on  account 
of  the  freedom  from  noise  Of  course  the  city  is 
interested,  so  far  a?  the  couits  are  concerned. 
The  paving  makes  a  good  deal  of  difference  with 
the  couits,  and  if  stone  is  used  they  could  n't 
<io  business  there.  Uniier  all  the  circumstances 
the  committee  deemed  if  best  to  accede  to  the 
wish  s  of  the  abuttors,  and  have  brought  in  ihis 
order  granting  their  reque-t. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  am  a  good  deal  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  information  which  the  Alder- 
man gives  x  ow.  Last  year  we  had  the  subject  nt 
paving  Devonshire  and  Kilby  streets  and  Ex- 
change ..lace  betoie  us,  and,  I  think,  some  two  or 
tjhree  others.  The  abutt-  rs  a^ked  for  wood  pave- 
ment, ana  we  were  given  touuderstand  that  a  por- 
tion—at least  one-half — of  the  expense  was  to  be 
paid  by  the  abutteis;  at  least  I  iufeTeo  that  it 
was  so,  and  voted  for  it.  One  bank  man  told  me 
that  he  would  be  glad  to  pay  half  the  expense. 
Now  we  are  told  that  no  one  can  be  made  to  pay 
anything.  What  is  the  effect  of  laying  wood 
pavement?  At  the  end  of  five  or  six  veais  a  good 
poition  ot  it  will  have  to  be  relaid.  On  Columbus 
avenue,  where  it  has  been  down  four  years,  a 
good  deal  of  it  is  unsafe  to  ride  over.  Wood  pav- 
ing will  not  last  more  than  from  four  to  six  years, 
and  then  it  must  be  relaid  and  continually 
patched  up.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  granite 
blocks  cost  double  what  wood  paving  does,  but 
they  last  twenty-five  years.  It  is  time  for  us  to 
see'whee  our  money  goes.  I  have  listened  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  talking  of 
economy;  but  now  he  asks  for  wood  pavement 
that  he  knows  wul  have  to  be  relr.id  in  a  few 
years.  I  am  opposed  to  wood  pavement  unless 
the  abutters  come  forward  and  agree  to  pay  oie 
half  the  expense.  I  think  we  should  have  some 
respect  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  as  well  as  for 
the  rich  men.  We  are  here  to  legislate  for  the 
poor  men;  rich  men  can  take  care  of  themselves.  I 
favor  granite  because  it  is  the  cheapest,  will  wear 
the  longest,  and  is  the  most  satisfactory  in  the 
end.  I  do  not  believe  that  gianite  blocks — when 
put  down  as  tbey  should  be,  so  that  teams  can  go 
over  them  vdthout  making  a  great  deai  ot  noise — 
<  ill  prove  half  the  nuisance  it  is  claimed  they 
will. 

Aidiiman  Pow.-r-Tbis  ground  ha;  all  been 
gone  ovei  and  I  am  surprised  to  see  the  want  of 
knovledge  of  the  subject  the  Aluerinan  shows. 
He  taks  about  people  paying  naif  the  cost  of  rav- 
ing the  street.  It  is  the  first,  time  I  have 
heard  of  such  a  tning  in  this  government. 
No  abutter  has  evar  been  asked  to  pay 
a  cent,  and  we  nevrr  thought  of  it.  When  he 
says  wood  pavement  will  last  only  four  or  five 
years,  he  is  talking  ab  >uf  something  he  knows 
nothing  about.  Buniettizf.d  wood  pavetrent 
has  n't  aeeu  laid  here  till  within  four  years.  The 
committee  have  weighed  this  matter,  and  they 
appreciate  tue  value  of  stone  pavement  as  well  as 
the  Alderman  does:  but  they  thought,  under  the 
ciuumstances,  that  it  would  be  a  proper  and 
right  thing  to  grant  the  earnest  request  of  the 
abutters  who  came  before  us  and  asked  for  this 
ciiange.  For  that  reason,  I  hope  the  change  will 
be  made. 

Alderman  Burrage — Generally  I  should  beof- 
posed  to  paving  streets  witn  wood  where  theie  is 
heavy  travel;  but  in  this  case  the  di.-tauce  is  so 
short,  a  id  the  space  to  be  covered  so  small,  that 
it  seemed  croper  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the 
abr.tters  and  pave  the  street  with  wood. 

Alderman   Worthington — We  aie  really  estab- 
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lishing  a  verv  nice  rule — it  must  be  paved  v?itb 
wood  oecau*  -  it  is  a  narrow  street.  I  suppose 
that  is  ths  reason  '•'hy  so  many  narrow  street?  in 
Souta  Boston  are  oaved  with  wood— stieets  twelve 
feet  wide.  The  have  all  got  to  be  repaved  m  a 
store  titne.  I  question  the  Alderman's  statement 
in  regard  to  buii.ettized  blocks.  So  far-  as  toe 
abutters  paying,  1  know  it  was  understood  m  this 
Board  last 'year  that  they  were  to  pay,  and  no 
word  has  been  said  before  that  they  were  not  to 
do  so  in  Exchange  place,  Kilby  and  Devonshire 
streets.  Now  we  are  toln  they  are  not  to  pay, 
when  some  of  chem  said  they  would  pay  half  the 
expanse. 

Alderman  Power— Ther  j  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  debate  upon  this  question,  and  if  the  Alderman 
can  find  a  iecord  of  any  o:e  saying  the  abutters 
are  to  p-y,  1  should  like  to  see  him  ao  it. 

41  terman  Prescott — What  is  the  extra  exoense 
of  the  burL.ettized  blocks  over-  those  not  burnet- 
tized  ? 

-ilderaiau  Power — Last  year  I  think  we  had  of- 
fers el  kooo  pavement  of  burnettized  blocks  for 
§2  and  §2.10  a  foot;  we  also  had  bids  for  blocks 
without  having  undergone  any  process  at  $1.75  or 
somewhere  a'oout  th&re. 

Alderman  Worthington  call-d  for  the  yeas  and 
oays  and  the  oraer  was  pass -6 — veas  11,  nays  1 — 
Alaeruoau  Worttnngto'a  voting  nay. 

METROPOLITAN  TRACKS  IN   COURT  STREET. 

Alderman  Power  subuitte  :'  a  leport  cu  the 
order  »elaiive  to  the  removal  of  the  railroad 
tracks  in  Court,  Stats  ar.d  Davonshire  streets, 
recrmnenGing  the  passage  of  the  following 
orders: 

Or  erei,  That  the  locatiou  of  a  single  tac:  on 
Court  street,  between  ScolUy's  square  and  Wash- 
ington -treet,  granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company  Oct.  10,  1870,  he  and  the  same 
i?  hereby  revoked,  and  that  said  company  be  di- 
rected forthwith  to  remove  the  tracks  from  said 
Court  street,  between  Scollay's  square  and  Wash- 
ington street,  a'rd  place  sid  sueet  in  as  good 
condition  as  it  was  in  before  said  tracks  were  laid. 

Reao  twic-  and  passed — yeas  8,  nays  4. 

teas — Aldermen  Ligelo-v,  Burrage,  Clark,  Har- 
lis,  O'Brien,  Po«er,  Quincy,  Worthington — 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Pope,  Piescott,  Stebbins, 
Vile— 4. 

Ordered.  That  notice  be  and  h-ieby  is  given  to 
the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  forth  with  to  re- 
move their  tracks  from  State  ant  Devonshire 
stie.  ts,  and  to  place  said  streets  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  they  were  in  before  said  tracks  were  laid. 

A  motion  to  stride  out  the  words  "aod  Devi  n- 
shire  street"  by  Alderman  Piescoct,  was  lost. 

Ths  ordsr  was  read  ivyice  and  pa-sed. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Port  er  submitted  ths  folio  <ing  fiom 
the  Committee  on  Bridges. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  lebuildmg  the  draw 
aud  rep  king  the  draw-pins  jn  Meridian-street 
bridge,  in  accordance  with  plans  aud  specifica- 
tions prepared  by  the  Citv  Engineer,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $47,000;  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
pi  iatiou  already  made  for  that  purpose. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  contract  for  rebuilding  SlaUlfn 
Brtdpe,  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifica- 
tions prepared  by  the  City  Engineer,  at  an  ex- 
pe  se  not  exceeding  $70,000;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  ilreadj  made  for  that  put  pose. 

Read  once. 

COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  th  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  amended  ordinance  relat- 
ing to  the  Collector's  and  Assessors'  departments: 
fixi'  gbon  i  of  Collector  at  $75,000;  of  Collector's 
cash:er  at  $20,000,  and  of  each  Deputy  Collector 
at  $5000;  also  regulating  the  manner  of  collecting- 
all  bills  and  amounts  due  to  the  city,  and  provitf- 
ing  a  system  of  accountability  thereof.  (Citv  Doc. 
No.  82.) 

Alcerman  Burrage  offered  a.a  amendment  tn 
the  am  eminent  pioviding  th  t  the  Collector  sh;Jl 
not  us*  for  his  private  uses  any  money  in  his 
hand=  cJurins'  the  time  he  is  allowed  by  statute  to 
hold  it  (twenty-four  hours.) 

Aldennaii  Burrage — My  attention  wae  called  to 
th»  phraseology  ot    this"  ordinance,   aid    i*    was 


thought  that  while  it  'might  be  construed  in  tbi 
way;  it  was  bectei  to  have  it  expiessly  forbidden. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  don't  see  thac  there  is  any 
objection  to  the  amendment,  and  I  shall  not  op- 
pose it;  but  I  will  state  the  reasons  why  the  com- 
mittee stmck  it  out,  It  seems  ti  be  a  surplusage ; 
that  we  prohibic,  that,  we  provide  by  ordinance, 
asraiust  the  doing  of  thai  which  isforbiddsn  by 
st:-tule.  I  don't  propose  to  press  the  objection  if 
the  amendment  is  seriously  desired;  but  the 
amendment  simply  provides  that  we  shall  not  dis- 
obey the    latite. 

Alderman  Bunage — What  the  Aloerman  has 
said  was  generally  correct,  but  it  was  thought  the 
amendment  v.  ould  not  do  any  harm,  aos  that  it 
might  be  well  to  emphasize  tne  statute. 

The  amendments  were  adopted  and  the  ordi- 
nance passed.    Sent  down. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Alderman  Ptvecotf — I  move  to  leconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  Board  refused  to  concur  in  the 
appropriation  mads  by  th  C mcon  Coun- 
cil ot  §10,500  for  the  observance  of 
the  uiuerv-nntb  {anniversary  ot  the  Declaration 
of  American  Iudspen-ence.  I  do  not  de-ir-  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Board  with  remarks 
upon  this  matter,  except  to  express  the  hop.  that 
the  motion  will  prevail.  I  think  the  people  ex- 
pect so  newhat  of  a  celebration  ot  the  coming 
Fourth  ot  July,  and  I  hop;-  sotne  sum  half-way 
between  those  named  by  the  two  branches  will  be 
agreed  upor..  If  any  celebration  is  to  be  h  d  at 
all,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  ;e  <hoald  fix 
the  .amount  ot  the  appropriation  at  the  present 
time,  as  onlt  two  weeks  intervene  b-foie  th;  day, 
which  is  quite  a  short  rime  in  wtnch  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  even  e  moderate  ecleoratiou, 

Alderman  Woi thiogt Ja— I  hope  the  motion  will 
not  prevail.  Last  week  the  Board  appointed  a 
committee  of  conference;  I  hope  we  shall  adhere 
to  that,  and  let  tbem  state  what  they  want  io  o 
on  the  Fourth  of  July.  I  think  we  should  have 
conference,  and  that  an  att-uivt  should  not  b° 
made  to  fores  this  matter  of  $10,500  upon  this 
Board. 

The  motion  to  reconsidei  prevailed,  and  the 
Board  voted  to  concur— yeas  8,  najs  4. 

Yeas — Aldenueu  Burrage,  Clark,  Harris, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Power,  Prescott,  Qunecy— 8. 

N'ays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Stebbius.  Viles, 
Worthiugton— 4. 

Sent  down  fot  the  appointmeut  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

DIRECTOR  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthingtoti,  the 
Board  tooktrom  the  table  the  matter  of  election  of 
.  Director  fot  Public  Institutions,  and  proceeded 
to  ballot,  Aide' men  Pivscotc  ai  d  Burrage  being 
appointed  a  committre  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
Tuey  iepo-red — 

Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Benjamin  Deau 8 

Nathaniel  Adams 8 

William  Say  ward 1 

And    Mr.  Adams  was    declared   Plected   in  uoi- 
cuueuneace.    Certificate  seut  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  tne  Board  ad- 
journed. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    81,    1875. 


Special  meeting  called  by  the  Mayor  at  7J4 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardin.an.  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  President  read  an  ex  eutive  communica- 
tion stating  that  the  meeting  wa°  called  to  take 
nctiou  irr  r  gard  to  celebrating  th':'  next  Fourth  of 
Juh. 

Th:-  order  appropriating  $10,500  for  said  e.-l.  bra- 
don  came  devu  with  the  concurrence  ot  the  other 
branch,  and  the  President  joined  the  foilowinj- 
named  members  to  the  committee:  Messrs.  Har- 
rigan  of  Waidl,  Bent  of  Warn  2.  Spiasueoi  Ward 
4.' Woods  of  Ward  8.  Lapnen  of  Ward  12.  Kmge- 
burv  of  Ward  14. 

On  motion  ot  Mi.  Parker  ol  W  id  14.  th  !  Com  - 
Oil  acjor.rnod. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    94,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardmat,  President,  in  tbe  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERSIEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitiots  of  Josepa  E.  Billings,  Michael  Carroll 
arid  Gilman  C.  Hickok  severally  referred. 

Orders  of  thanks,  namely:  1.  To  General  Fran- 
cis A.  Osborn,  for  services  as  C diet  Marshal  on 
June  17.  2.  To  Brevet  Major  General  Richard 
Arnold  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Artillery,  U.  S. 
A.,  and.  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, tor  escorting  City  Government  and  guests 
on  June  17.    Severally  passec 

Order  to  pav  to  police  officer?  on  duty  in  Con- 
cord aDd  Lexington,  on  Nineteenth  of  April,  the 
money  received  from  said  towns  for  services  of 
such  officers.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  for  the  preparation  and  printing  of  a  me- 
morial of  the  celebration  of  the  one -hundredth 
anniversary  of  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Ordered  to 
a  second  reading. 

Report  of  the  Committee  oo  the  Treasury  De- 
partment on  the  accounts  of  •'he  Ciry  and  County 
Treasurer.    Accepted. 

Repoit  nominating  Charles  H.  Dennie  as  Treas- 
urer, and  Thomas  Sherwiu  as  Collector,  and  cer- 
tificates of  the  election  of  said  Dennie  ana  Sher- 
win  tc>sucb  offices.  Report  accepted,  and  nomi- 
nations laid  over. 

Order  to  pay  to  Cyras  White  $75,  as  rent  of  ar- 
mory of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  from  Apul 
1  to  July  1.    Ordered  go  a  second  reading. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Nathaniel  Adams 
as  Director  for  Public  Institutions,  in  place  of 
Benjamin  Dean,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

The  Council  proceeded   to  an  election.    Messrs. 
Burditt  of    Ward   16,  Kingsley  of   Ward  3   and 
Kingsbury  of  Ward  15  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.    Tbev  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 55 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Benjamin  Dean  had 37 

Nathaniel  Adams 16 

Sylvanus  A.  Denlo 1 

Samuel  W.Luce 1 

and  Mr.  Dean  w&s  declared  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.   Ceitificate  seDt  up. 

THE  WATER    BOARD. 

The  subject  of  the  Water  Board  came  down 
with  the  adheience  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
its  vote  of  no  i-concurrence  i  n  passage  of  the  oi  di- 
nance  in  relation  to  the  care  and  management  of 
the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  Water  Works.  (City 
Doc.    No.  64.) 

Mr.  Dxy  of  Ward  1— I  move  that  the  Council  re- 
cede aod  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  Council  nil! 
not  recede  without  some  good  reason  being  shown 
for  it.  The  Council  has  by  repeated  action  ad- 
h?reo  to  the  determii  ation  to  which  it  arrived 
after  an  a  nple.  fair  aud  full  discussion.  At  the 
last  meeting  my  vote  was  recorded  on  the  side  ap- 
parently contrary  to  my  own  inclinations,  as  I 
was  de°irions  of  preserving  the  right  to  move 
a  reconsideiation,  as  I  knew  tnat  some  geutlemen 
who  coincided  with  mv  views,  were  absent.  As 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  repeatedly  voted  in 
favor  cf  the  minority  without  any  d-bate,  show- 
ing c  determination  tn  do  so  without  attempting 
to  explain  thfii  reasons,  I  think  the  better  way 
will  be  to  have  a  committee  of  conference  to  see 
if  ws  csnr.ot  arrive  at  some  conclusion  to  which 
both  sides  can  agr-ee,  and  which  w'.ll  be,  perhaps, 
a  modification  of  bom  propositions.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  mean  to  have  their  way  above 
all  others ;  butfrorn  the  light  already  given  me,  and 
from  the  investigation  while  this  matter  has  been 
pending,  I  am  still  <>f  ttie  opinion  that  the  action 
taken  by  the  Council  is  the  wiser  of  the  two. 
Rath-r  than  have  this  matter  bandied  back  and 
forth  foi  an  indefinite  period,  th?  wisest  coarse 
is  to  ask  for  a  committee  of  conferei.ee.  and  1 
expected  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  make 
that  motion.  But  as  the  motion  to  recede  has 
been  made  io  lieu  or  ir,  I  hope  t'  e  Council  will 
adhere,  and  then  let  us  see  if  the  two  branches 
cannot  be  narinoiizefi  on  some  plan  which  may 
combine  both  those  now  before  us. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16,  it  was  or- 
deied  that  when  the  vote  be  taken  it  be  by  yeas 
and  navs. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  hope  the  Council  will 
recede  from  its  former  action  and  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermea.  The  gentleman  from  AVard 
12  gave  as  one  reason,  apparently,  why  we  snoula 
adhere,  that  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  have  summa- 
rily di  posed  of  this  matrer  two  or  three  times 
without  debate ;  no  more  summarily,  I  think,  than 
we  have  disposea  of  the  question  in  this  chamber 
without  debate.  I  presume  the  reason  the  matter 
has  not  been  debated  here,  since  this  first  meet- 
ing, was  because  this  water  subject  has  been  fully 
discussed,  and  it  was  not  f?lt  that  by  any  words 
said  in  this  chamber  the  votes  of  any  member 
would  be  changed;  but  the  friends  of  the  miuori- 
ey  naturally  hoped  that  by  a  careful  consideration 
of  this  subject  by  each  individual  memoer,  and  by 
conferring  with  his  associates,  or  with  gentlemen 
not  connected  with  the  City  Government  convers- 
ant with  this  matte/,  that  they  might  be  induced 
to  change  their  otes  and  suppoit  the  minority. 
The  matter  was  fally  debased  in  the  first  instance, 
when  the  ordinance  which  was  not  adopted  was 
reported  early  in  the  year.  1  was  present  wlien 
this  compromise  was  reported,  and  I  did  not  think 
that  anything  that  could  De'  aid  upon  the  merits 
of  the  quesiion  would  change  the  votes  of  any  in- 
divicual  member,  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.  I 
don't  think  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  12  would 
get  any  converts  from  the  minority  by  any  re- 
marks; nor  do  I  think  the  friends  of  the  minority 
would  obtain  any  votes.  We  have  hoped — and  I 
speakfor  those  who  represent  the  minority — that 
time  would  show  the  wisdom  of  adopting 
the  minority  report  providing  for  three 
paid  commissioners.  If  reflection  upon  the 
part  of  indivicual  members  and  consultation 
with  others  do  not  lead  o  embers  of  this 
branch  to  change  their  votes,  I  do  not  believe  we 
could  effect  a  change,  however  we  may  debate  it. 
I  should  not  have  arisen  to  speak  upon  this  ques- 
tion had  not  my  friend  from  Ward  12  intimated 
that  there  had  been  a  summary  disposition  ot  this 
matter  in  tbe  othe  branch.  I  thii  k  the  attention 
of  the  members  ought  to  be  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  been  no 
more  summary  than  our  own. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— The  allusion  I  intended 
to  make — I  am  sorry  if  I  did  not  make  it  clear— 
was  that  the  first  disposition  of  tbe  matter  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  did  not  discuss  it  at  all.  I  am 
glad  to  learn  that  the  friends  of  the  minority  have 
no  argument,  and  that  the  only  wav  the  gentle- 
man expects  to  chai.ge  votes  in  tnis  branch  is  by 
private  consultation— for  we  all  know  what  that 
means;  and  that  upon  all  subjects  »•;  aie 
bound  not  to  differ  with  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. I  :m  glad  the  admission  is  made 
so  freely  that  they  do  not  expect  to  car- 
ry this  matter  by  debate;  bur  by  what  is 
called  consultation,  and  whic'i  has  d'egeuerated 
into  log-rolling.  I  am  sony  that  xnybody  here  is 
obliged  to  admit  that  they  cannot  ca'ry  "a  cause 
upon  its  merits,  that  they  cannot  substantiate 
their  statements  by  argument,  but  must  depend 
upon  private  consultation  to  make  converts. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  bet.  pardoi.  of  the 
Council  for  taking  up  so  much  of  ifs  time  ou  this 
hot  evening;  nut  ihe  remarks  the  gertleinan 
has  just  made  might  lead  some  per- 
sons to  infer  that  I  hfd  knowledge  of 
any  pa-ate  consultations — otherwise  called 
"log  rolling"'— in  reference  to  this  matter.  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  I  had  no  such  idea  in  my  mind. 
I  nave  not  known  of  any  getitU man  being  ap- 
proached upon  this  subject.  I  have  aooro  ched 
no  person  wh  tever,  and  I  have  not  beeu  iu  i  laces 
where  the  subject  of  the  Water  Board  has  been 
discussed.  I  meant  simply  that  m  talking,  one 
member  witn  another,  upon  matters  which  came 
btfore  the  Council,  the  water  question  might  be 
discussed,  and  that  whatever  might  be  said  from 
one  member  to  another  would  change  a 
vote.  That  is  all  I  meant.  The  friends  of  tbe 
minority  do  not  see — 0"  1  did  uot  say  anything  of 
the  kind— that  this  matter  could  uot  be  carried  by 
argument.  What  I  meant  to  sav  WW  that  it  could 
not  be  carried  by  any  arguments  in  ad  htion  to 
those  already  pnbliclv  made  here. 

The  motion  to  recede  was  lost ;  yeas  30.  nays  36. 

\>as-  Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Sure  iff,  Crocker. 
Curtis,  dishing.  Cushman,  Day.  Felt.  Fitzgerald. 
Gol.lthwait.  Guild.  Haruiov.  Hiscock,  Jaques, 
Kimball.  Loriug,  Morrison.  Newton,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Peabodv.  Perkins,  Pierce,  stiaw.  Smith. 
Spvague,   Wadsworth,  Wilbur,  Wiilcutt— 30. 
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Navs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Burgess> 
Cawl'ey,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Devereux,  Dug- 
gan,  Edward-.,  Fitzp  trick,  Flynn,  Harriean, 
Hicks  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  L^.ppan, 
Leighton,  Moley,  Moonev,  Murray,  Noyes,  Os- 
borne, Power,  Rice,  Sibley,  Sweetser,  Thacber, 
Train.  Trull,  Walbridge,  Walsh,  Wbitmore,  Wil- 
son—36. 

The  president  ruled  that  the  Council  hod  voted 
to  id  here. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  the  order  be 
indefinitely  postpone'!. 

Mr.  Peabody  ot  Ward  9— It  se^ms  to  me  that 
this  is  too  nnpoitant  a  subject  for  the  Couoci'  to 
consider  in  so  summary  a  manner.  It  is,  perhaps, 
the  most  import  nt  si  bject  nos  before  the  City 
Government,  involving  the  manner  in  which  an 
enormous  amount  of  money  shall  be  managed  and 
expended  ;  and  I  was  iu  hopes  the  Council  would 
think  it  wise  to  concur  with  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen ; 
but  since  that  bas  not  been  done,  I  hope  a  com- 
raitiee  of  conference  may  ae  appointed,  although 
I  have  oo  desire  to  serve  on  it  myself,  and  should 
prefer  cot  fo  remove  it.  But  ceitaiuly  in  a  mat- 
ter of  such  great  importance,  whe  .  everybody 
mutt  agree  to  the  urgency  of  having  some  ar- 
rangement by  Which  the  subject  can  be  managed 
in  the  most  judiciou  ■  and  economical  way,  it 
seems  to  me  the  Council  should  endeavor  to  come 
into  haraionj  -with  ibe  Board  of  Aldermen,  oo  as 
to  have  the  work  put  under  the  regular  super- 
vision of  pai'd  ageuts.  We  all  kuow  that  matters 
of  such  importance,  when  manage  J  by  an  uup..id 
committee,  cannot  receive  the  attention  tbey 
ne°d.  I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone 
will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  AVnitmore  of  Ward  4—1  desire  to  inquire  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  prevalence  of  the  motion  of  the 
gt ntleman  from  Wart.  7.  Will  ic  prevent  anybody 
from  bringing  forward  a  little  different  scheme? 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— As  I  unrltrstaud  the  mat- 
ter, and  I  think  the  chair  'tall  so  rule,  it  will  not 
prevent  him  from  bringing  forward  any  other 
scheme  that  he  desires.  This  matter  has  been  be- 
fore rhs  Council  some  time,  and  is  of  great  inter- 
est to  the  p.ople  generally.  We  all  know  tbat  the 
Water  Hoard  have  made  contracts  amounting  to 
some  four  or  Ave  millions  of  dollars,  and  I  th.l.k 
they  are  s  competent  lo  see  that  tho*e  contracts 
ate  carried  out  as  any  paid  commission  that  can 
be  appointed.  Therefoie  I  think  the  best  way  to 
dispose  of  it  is  an  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  G — 1  would  like  to  ask  of 
some  member  of  the  Water  Board  whether  the 
statement  made  uy  tht  gentleman  from  Waid  7  is 
correct  in  the  fullest  particulars, — that  is  to  say, 
whether  tbe  contracts  are  made  and  whether 
th-ie  isn't  some  trouble  in  the  Water  Board  in 
regard  to  the  contracts  which  are  ^t  yet  signed. 

Mr.  Thacber  of  Ward  15—  At  the  present  time 
two  sections  of  ths  condui-  have  not  been  adver- 
tised at  all,  and  rhere  are  two  sections  that  were 
advertised  and  voted  upon  .vaster day.  The  pai- 
ties  are  ready  to  sign  and  execute  the  contracts, 
which  will  most  probaol.,  be  done  tomorrow  or 
next  da>,  or  as  soon  as  th?  board  can  satisfy 
themselves  as  to  the  bonds. 

Mr.  Kimball— That  is  hardly  an  answer  to  my 
question,  which  was,  whether  any  contracts  for 
the  consttuctioa  of  these  works  have  yet  been 
signed  by  the  paitiss. 

Mr.  Thacher — I  would  say  in  answer  to  that,  that 
ten  or  twelve  b^vs  been  signed  Two  sections 
have  not  been  advertised,  and  two  were  awarded 
yesierday.  It  will  take  some  time  to  inquire  into 
them  and  see  if  thb  bonds  are  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13 — I  would  inquire  of  the 
gentlemen  if  tbe  whole  Wat  r  Board  have  signed 
the  contract. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15—1  would  state,  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13,  that  one  gentle- 
mao  v  ho  was  on  the  Board  when  the  attachment 
wa-  made,  had  some  fears  that  bis  property  might 
be  attached,  anc.  u-jder  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor 
h.j  did  not  sign;  the  Solicitor  says  it  would  make  no 
difference  whei her  he  signed,  the  majority  being 
sufficient.  One  membei  of  the  Board  at  present 
refuses  to  sign,  and  I  can't  say  whether  be  will  or 
will  not  sign.  The  City  Solicitor  has  decided  that 
a  majority  signing  is  as  good  as  thougn  all  signed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  don't  see  wb*t  tbat  bas 
to  do  with  the  question.  The  Water  Board  is  in 
existence  today  and  has  power  to  do  so.  But  the 
question  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  is 
a  very  proper  one ;  which  is  whethei  if(the  motion 
of  ths  gentleman  from  Ward  7  prevails  and  this 
matter  is  n  definitely  postponed,  any  other  order 
shall    be    introduced     different   from    this,   and 


whether  it  will  be  received.  You  certainly  can, 
sir;  there  is  no  question  about  chat,  sir.  The  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  present  matter  be- 
fore ns  and  another  matter  being  received  is  a 
matter  of  parliamentary  usage.  I  think  it  a  very 
fair  question,  and  it  has  n't  yet  beeo  answered. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6-It  might  be  that  if  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  fin  i  that  if  they  cannot  hava 
the  "rrinance  rep  ited  by  tbe  minority,  they  may 
favor  that  oc  tue  majority,  and  I  should  hope  that 
tn  s  mattei  will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

It  seems  to  me  that  heie  is  an  opening  for  a  com- 
mittee of  conteience,  and  if  it  is  in  order  I  would 
make  that  motion. 

The  motion  for  a  committee  or  conference  pre- 
vailed, a.  d  Messrs.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  Barry  of 
Ward  7  ana  Peirce  of  W  ru  11  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

Se  -c  up. 

COLLECTOR   A>'D  TREASURER. 

Report  *nd  oroiuances  came  down  for  concur- 
rence, viz. — 

1.  An  ordinance  ii  relation  \o  the  Treasurer's 
Department.  (City  Doc.  No.  79.)  Read  twice  and 
passed  id  concurrence. 

2.  An  ordinance  in  relation  to  th-  Collector's 
and  Assessors'  Departments.  (City  Doc.  No.  .82 
Amended.) 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  i bought  the  last  amend' 
ineiit  adopted  bv  the  other  bancb  superfluous 
[relati  g  to  th-  keeping  ot  money  in  collector's 
hands],  and  ne  moved  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  KimDMl  of  Ward  6  quoted  the  remarks  of 
Alderman  Bun  age,  that  it  was  well  to  emphasize 
th-  statutes  in  suc'j  matter j,  and  to  can  tne  at- 
tention of  tbe  Collector  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Crocker  vithdrcw  the  motion. 

Mr.  l'hacher  of  Ward  15  moved  to  lay  the  nrdi- 
na  •  e  on  the  table,  desinng  ai  opportunity  to 
study  it,  as  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  seen  it. 

Mr.  Kimball  objected,  the  motion  lo  lay  on  the 
table  was  lost,  and  the  ordinance  was  paso&d  in 
concurrence. 

CITY  REGISTRAR'S    DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball,  tbe  Council  took  up 
the  special  assignmeet  for  8%  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz: 
Majority  and  minority  reports  on  duties  of  City 
Registrar  and  Board  of  Health.  (City  Doc.  No. 
70.) 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— It  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  stiite  as  Briefly  as  I  can  tLe  reasons  tnat 
induced  the  committee  unanimously  to  their  de- 
cision upon  the  first  question  that  was  referred  to 
them.  Under  the  statutes  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen 
were  the  Board  of  Health  ot  the  city  ot  Boston; 
the  City  Clerk  is  made  registrar  of  births, 
deaths  a^d  marriages,  but  in  cities  of 
over  10,000  inhabitants  the  City  Regis- 
trar disharges  the  duty  of  collecting  those  statis- 
tics. The  R-gistrar  has  particular  duties  to  per- 
form under  the  statutes,  and  his  reports  are  made 
to  the  Secretary  ot  the  Commonwealth.  The  stat- 
utes provide  that  Boards  of  Health  may  make  all 
regulations  they  judge  necessaty  coneernia.; 
burial  grounds  and  interments.  While  the  Board 
of  Aldeiruea  were  the  Boart  of  Health  of  the 
City  of  Boston  they  ptaced  the  duties  which  de- 
volved upon  them  in  relation  to  interments  and 
the  care  of  burial  grounds  upon  the  Citv  Regis- 
trar. When  tbe  Board  of  Health  was  established 
all  the  ordinances  giving  tbe  charge  of  interments 
and  care  of  burial  grounris  to  the  City  Regis- 
trar were  repealed,  and  the  same  phraseology  was 
adopted  in  giv'ng  them  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
After  the  Boaio  of  Health  was  established,  for  a 
ce.tain  time  they  employed  the  City  Registrar  to 
have  caie  of  interments  and  cemeteries,  and  be- 
fore any  burial  could  take  Dlace  a  license  was  nec- 
essary from  the  City  Registrar,  wno  acted  as  Reg- 
ister of  Burials.  Matters  continued  so  for  a  cer- 
tain length  of  time,  when  tne  Board  of  Health 
deemed  it  advisable  to  take  charge  of  these  mat- 
ters, which  were  intrusted  to  them  under  the  or- 
dinance, and  they  took  away  from  the  City 
Registrar  the  authority  they  had  before 
granted.  Now,  by  the  statutes,  the  City  Regis- 
trar has  to  collect  certain  statistics  in  regard  to 
births,  deaths  aad  marriages.  That  statute  is 
chapter  27  of  the  Geneial  Staiutes.  After  the 
Board  ol  Health  took  from  the  City  Registrar  the 
duties  they  conferred  upo.i  him  in  relation  to 
granting  permits  for  burial,  there  was  nothing 
for  tbe  City  Registrar  to  do  except  to  collect  cer- 
tain statistics  and  report  them  to  the  Secretary 
ot 'he  Commonwealth,  so  that  the  committee  do 
not  find  >hat  any  action  is  necessary  to  define  ths 
duties  of  the  City   Registrar   and  tba    Board   of 
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Health.       The     City     Registrar's      duties     are 
expressly  defined  by  (he  statutes;  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Board  of  Health  aie  as  clearly  de- 
fined hv  the  statutes  and  ordinances.    If  t tie  City 
Registrar  collects  his  statistics,  and  returns  them 
to  the  Secretary  of   the  Commonwealth,  he  dis- 
charges his  duties;  and  if    the   Board  of  Health 
receive  certificates  of  the  cause  of  dtath  before 
grafting  a  permit  for  burial,  they  discharge  fneir 
duties,  and  there  need  be  no  clashing  between 
the  departments.    Upon  the  second  questiou,  Mr. 
President,  che  committee  differ,  and.  as  the  Coun- 
cil have  seen,  they  have  presented  a  majority  and 
minority  recort.    The  majority  -eem  to  thick  that 
if  ihe  City  Registrar  no  longer  has  the  grunting  of 
licerjse  for  burials  and  the  care  of  ce-m  teries— 
nothing  but  the  collection  ot  certain  statistics  to 
send  to  the  S?cret;.ry  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and 
if  the  Board  of  Health  require  that  the  «ame  sta- 
tistics shall  be  reported  to  them  before  they  will 
grant  licenses  for  burials,  there  are  two  officers  in 
the  cicy  of  Boston  who  are  collecting  trie  same 
statistics,  and  out  of  this,  I  think,  giew  a  pare  of 
the     trouble    which    has    arisen     between    the 
two     boards.       The     undertakers      and     phy- 
sicians    are     required    to     furnish    certificates 
to     the    Board     of     Health,     and     they    com- 
plain of  having  to  furnish  duplicates  to  the  City 
Registrar;  and  it  was  the  desire  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  to  see  if  it  were  not  possible  to 
do  awav  with  the  duplicate  certificates  atd   put  it 
all  under  one  head.    Now,  by  a  carsf  al  considera- 
tion of  the  statutes  it  will  be  seen  that  the  statis- 
tics collected  by  the  Citv  Registrar  are  the  same 
as  those  collected  by  the  Bo.rd  of  Health.    If  the 
City  Registrar's    office  were    placed  under   the 
Board  of  Health  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  so  far 
as  burial  returns  are    coccerned   there  need  be 
but   one   set   of   certificates,    and   the  informa- 
tion   required    by  the    Board  of    Health  could 
be  sent  bv  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth as  well  as  by  the  City  Registrar.    The  com- 
mittee were  unanimously  ot  the  opinion— and  I 
think  any  gentleman  in  the  Council  will  share 
that  opinion— that  in   matters  relating  to  the  col- 
lection of  statistics  of  the  health  of  the  city,  the 
reoorts  of   death  shouldbe  made  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  although  the  Council  should  think  it  were 
well  to  keep  up  the  City  Registrar's  office  and 
have  the  same  reports  made  to  hix.    So  tb?  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  choughc  this  difficulty 
might  be  obviated  if  the  duties  of  the  Citv  Regis- 
trar, under  the  state tes,  could   be  in  some  way 
changed      so     that      the      Board     of      Health 
or    some     person     acting     unoer     them    could 
collect  the  statistics  and  leport  them  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth.    I  cannot  see  why 
we  cannot  make  some  good  change  in  this  direc- 
tion.   Even  if  the  Legislature  wdl  not  go  to  the 
length  that  the  majority  of   the    committee  a=k, 
and  place  on  the  Board  of  Health  all  the  duties 
now  upon  the    C'tv    Registrar,   they  might  so  far 
modify  the  statute  that   the   City  Clerk  shall  col- 
lect the  statistics  in  relation  to  bnths  aud   mar- 
riagss,  and   the  Board    of   Health    co'lect  those 
in  relation  to  deaths,  and   send   them  to  the  Sec- 
retary   of    the     Commonwealth     and     uot    re- 
quiie     two     officers      to      collect     the      same 
statistics.    The  majority  of  th»  committee  allude 
to  the  question  of  expense,  which,  though   not  a 
large  sum,  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
If  additional  expense  is  incurred   for   duplicate 
certificates,  it  does   seem    wi:e   to    make   some 
change  so  that  the  statistics  are  not  to  be  collect- 
ed   by  two  separate  office-.      I  am  prepared  to 
support  the  order  reported  by  the  minority  of  the 
committee  providing  tor  a  joint  standing  commit- 
tee on  the  City  Registrar's  Department.      I  cer- 
tainlv    hope    that   the   order     reported     b>     the 
minority    will     be    passed,     because     mfor, na- 
tion     which      I     have     obtained      since     tins 
matter  was  referred  to   the  Committee  on  Oror- 
nances  has  led  me  to  feel  that  we  need  a  commit- 
tee on  that  department.    There  is  no  committee 
having  that  department  in   charge,  and  I  think  if 
Frfere  trad  been,  the  Committee  on  OrdinaBcei  and 
this  Council  would  not  have  been   trouble  I ,bj ,  a 
misunderstanding  which  grew  up  between  the  two 
offices.    I    hope,   therefore,   even  it    the  Council 
should  adopt  the  older  appended  to  the  Baguttg 
report,  that  they  will  also  pass  the  o^  reported 
bv   the   minority,   because   we  shall  then  have  a 
joint  standing  committee  on  the  City  Registrar  s 
department  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  and  until  any 
change  couid  be  made  by  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  am  very  glad  to 
hear  the  gentleman  say  that  he  is  m  favor  of  the 
order  prooosed  by  the  minority,  and  for  two  rea- 


sons: In  the  first  place,  because  it  fully  justifies 
the  remarks  which  I  marie  about  a  month  ago00 
this  very  subject,  at  the  beginning  of  this  investi- 
gation. I  said  at  the  time  that  we  needed  such  a 
cotnrrittee,  ana  I  apprehend  that  we  shall  have 
very  little  opposition  co  it  in  this  Council.  I  am 
also  relieved  for  another  reason.  We  have  a  re- 
port signed  by  four  members  of  the  Ciiy  """ouncil, 
and  the  member  who  has  jusc  spoken  is  nor  re- 
sponsiDle  for  the  peculiar  unfortunate  features  of 
the  report.  Tl>e  gentleman  has  spoken  very 
carefully  of  affairs  as  they  stand  legally;  but  the 
whole  question  as  it  now  stands,  is  this:  You  have 
a  deparrment  which  has  eontrnued  fo.  twenty 
years,  vhere  the  «orkhas  been  well  cone— at  all 
evenrs  it  has  been  orouounced  satisfactory  by  ex- 
perts. Wow,  without  any  request  or  sign  if  dis- 
satisfaction on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  owing 
to  a  private  quarrel  between  this  and  anotaer  de- 
partment, you  are  asked  to  summarily  abolish  the 
office  of  City  R-grstra1-.  I  douot  if  th°  Council 
will  be  inclined  to  do  that.  The  matter  has  been 
voted  upon  by  the  other  branch,  and  I  pre- 
sume there  is  co  chance  of  the  majority 
order  being  passed  there.  To  pass  it  in  its  present 
form  rs  time  wasted.  Besides  that  the  argument 
brought  by  the  majoiity  is  one  of  the  most  mdr- 
crious  I  have  teen  in  a  prrnted  document.  Oi< 
page  four,  the  majority  report,  having  stated  that 
it  is  desirable  that  deaths  anc  burials  shouldbe 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health,  it  goes 
on  in  tbe  following  manner: 

"If  the  registration  of  deaths  should  be 
taken  from  the  Citv  Regi=trar  there  would  be 
lett  to  him  only  the  regisiratiou  of  births  and  mar- 
riages." 

Now,  that  is  certainly  a  summary  manner  iu 
which  to  take  away  all  the  duties  of  the  Registrar 
and  sav  they  amount  to  nothing.  It  reminds  me 
of  the  old  woman  calling  up  her  servant  girl  at 
one  o'clock  Monday  morning,  and  saying, '-Yester- 
day was  Sunday,  and  tomorrow  is"  Monday,  the 
next  day  is  Tuesday,  half  toe  week  is  done  and  no 
wort  is  done."  So  if  you  take  awav  deaths,  births, 
and  marriages,  his  whole  work  is  gone;  but  tbey 
have  not  shown  tbe  necessity  ror  a  single 
change  except  the  duplicate  recotd  of  burials. 
It  id  a  most  peculiar  and  strange  argu- 
ment to  bring  forward  for  abolishing  a  de- 
partment which  has  done  very  well  in  past  years. 
I  bave  looked  at  the  reports  to  see  what  the  ex- 
pense of  carrying  ou  the  depaitments  of  the  Cirv 
Regiscrar  aud  Board  of  Health  are,  and  I  find  that 
the  cost  for  the  Registrar  and  clerks  is  $8000,  and 
for  the  Board  of  Health  and  clerks  is  $17,000.  I 
don't  see  that  one  d°partmeut  is  to  be  accused  of 
extravagance  more  than  the  other.  All  these 
statistics  must  be  collected  by  somebody.  I  Know 
from  an  experrence  of  fifteen  years  that  the  work 
of  the  City  Registrar  is  well  doue;  that  he  ea'ns 
his  salary."  If  you  do  away  with  the  office  \ou 
have  got  to  put  iu  as  competent  a  niau 
at  the  same  salary.  The  question  then 
cones  as  a  political  oue,  Is  it  better  to 
put  this  department  into  the  haudsof  the  commis- 
siov.  Tnat  is  the  only  new  argument  that  rue 
majority  have  brought  forward.  Well,  gentle- 
men, the  Board  of  Health  has  its  own  tuuetious 
topertorm;  ud  it  coes  them  very  well.  But  we 
have  to  look  at  things  as  rhev  are.  ai  present 
the  office  of  the  Board  of  Health  is  one  in  which 
we  cannot  put  the  Citv  Registrar.  Let  me  ask.  Is 
it  right  and  proper  if  a  man  or  woman  going  to 
the  Registrar  to  take  out  a  marriage  certificate, 
or  to  verify  any  question  in  regard  to  the 
birth,  ceath  or  burial  of  an  ancestor. 
should  be  put  down  at  the  same  desk  at  which 
meu  ate  making  inquiries  for  drains,  cesspools 
and  privies?  There  is  just  as  good  reason  why  we 
should  n't  put  tlii-  Water  Board  aud  Police  B.  aid 
in  the  same  office.  The  Board  of  Health  have 
great  duties,  undoubtedly j  but  if  you  give  them 
such  general  powers  of  investigation  into  the  fo.- 
longihgs  of  the  human  race,  they  can  take  every 
part  Of  the  City  Government.  It  is  one  of  their 
main  duties  to  attend  to  tbe  public  health.  X.ie 
only  point  in  which  I  differ  from  the  conclusions 
of  the  committee,  other  than  what  I  nave  stated, 
is  that  I  believe  the  statutes  requir.  revision.  The 
first  point  I  made  in  the  preliminary  debate. 
There  is  an  unnecessary  clashiag  of  the  statutes, 
and  to  meet  this  I  have  .aepareu  an  amendment 
which  will  rake  away  that  obstacle.  I  move  to 
amend  in  the  order  reported  by  the  majority  the 
following  words; 

"In  regard  to  burials  or  the  record  of  deaths  in 
said  city,  and  providing  that  said  Board  of  Health 
shall  once  in  every  month  furnish  the  said  Regis- 
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trar  with  sworn  copies  or  the  statements  fur- 
nished 1 1  it  in  regard  to  each  death  so  occurring 
in  the  preceding  month,  in  acoorairace  witu  tlie 
Fourth  oiauspot  toe  first  section  of  chapter  21  of 
tbe  General  Statutes." 

I  -iish  10  suggest  that  at  present  i  he  City  Regis- 
ter ha;  to  collect  tnese  statistics.  By  law  he  must 
do  it;  but  liv  ordinance  we  also  decide  that  the 
Boara  of  Health  inest  have  certain  tacts.  It 
seems  to  ine  that  there  ne.-d  be  hut  one  certifi- 
cate, and  the  propositi"!)  i-  that  the  certificate 
shall  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  at 
ton  end  of  one  month,  it  shall  be  certified  to  the 
City  Registrar.  That  system  will  point  out  tne 
difierence  between  the  City  Registrar  ana  the 
Board  Of  Health.  Hie  City  Registrar  keeps  a  record 
for  all  ti  ue:  his  present  record  ffoes  back  for  two 
centimes.  !  hope  it  will  continue  for  tw>>  more.  The 
Board  of  Health  is  a  new  Institution,  aod  the 
main  facts  it  w  nts  are  m  connection  with  the 
present  time.  It  would  be  very  little  advantage 
to  th'iu  to  knoiv  what  th-  leith  rate  was  sixty 
years  ago,  en-  wiat  the  nujooer  of  deaths  from 
snail  ox  was  in  1712  or  1710.  except  a<  a  matter  of 
curio-itv.  fliese  certificate-  shout. i  g>  to  the 
Board  of  Health  first;  bill  as  a  matter  of  record 
they  should  pass  into  a  -epaiai<  department  and 
reman  there.  If  you  accept  tins  amendment,  you 
do  away  with  every  complaint  ot  the  Bo'  id 
of  Health  and  of  eveiy  chance  of  'lashing 
betwee  ■  tue  Department,-",  and  satisfy  every- 
body nut  those  who  :hink  the  City  Ree- 
ls! rr  ;hould  be  put  under  rhe  Board  of 
Health  or  a  commission  of  some  Med.  It  will  do 
a  way  -.  ith  tin'  existing  ill-feeling  between  the  two 
departments;  the  City  Registrar  will  remain  as  he 
has  i ■o.itiim  (1  for  two  hu  .dred  years.  As  1  have 
said.th'-e  is  not  the  faintest  chance  tha.  if  tbe 
Conn  iil  s  no  ul  i  pass  the  majority  Older  that  the 
Boar. I  of  Aldermen  will  concur.  Ordinarily  I 
would  not  use  such  an  argument,  because  I  think 
wi •  -houl  i  decide  for  omselves;  bat  it  has  been 
voted  up  j. i  several  times  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  we  ought  to  kno  ,7  that 
When  1  majority  of  them  hav  decided 
to  stand  upon  one  side  of  \  question,  there. 
is  very  little  chance  of  a  change;  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  waste  of  rrm»  to  try  for  a  cnange.  I  hop 
the  amendment  will  oe  adopter!,  and  that  the  or- 
der as  amended,  as  well  as  that  of  tne  minority, 
will  pass. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  1G—  Y\  ill  the  g  ntlemau  al- 
io me  to  ask  if  I  am  cor.ect  in  und  1:  tandiug 
that  by  the  proposed  ameudmsnt  ihe  Board  of 
Health  are  to  make  a  record  of  two-third*  of  the 
work  now  uone  by  the  City  Registrar  aud  furni-U 
it  to  him  once  a  month  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  I  understand  the  question  of 
the  ge.tlemau,  tne  ans  <  er  i<  that  the  woik  to  be 
done  by  rhe>  Boa  6  of  Health  is  not  one-third,  and 
perhaps  not  more  than  one-quarter  01  the  yreseut 
work  of  the  City  Registrar.  I  withdraw  that  re- 
ma  k,  however;  it  may  possibly  b  one-half.  "What 
I  propose  is  that  they  shall  once  a  month  seod 
a  duplicate  copy  of  the  certificate  of  deaths  to 
the  City  Rrgisti  ar  for  preservation.  It  is  only 
the  «oik  of  one  clerk  at  most,  and  urobablv 
much  less.  At  present  the  City  Registrar  has  to 
to  record  th  <  births,  deaths  and  marriages  in  the 
city,  aud  there  is  a  large  amount  of  clerical  work 
on  the  napers  which  he  is  obiieed  to  furnish  to 
tne  secretary  of  state;  indeed  it  is  fully  equal  to 
that  on  the  rec  iru  ot  bubals. 

Mr.  Petkins— 1  understood  the  gentleman  cor- 
rectly. He  proposes  to  t  .ke  from  the  City  Regis- 
trar o..e-halt  of  th-  duties  he  now  performs,  aud 
put  them  on  the  Board  of  Health.    Is  not  th- 1  so? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Hardly  that. 

Mr.  Perkins— The  deaths  and  the  burials,  that 
is  about  half  the  worh.  ;nat  is  now  oone  bv  the 
City  Registrar. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  state  that  is  hardly  the 
position  of  affaiis,  because  the  department  w,.uld 
save  a  certain  proportion— one-half— I  speak  sim- 
ply tiom  a  very  general  recollection,  a^d  not  by 
authority;  'whatever  proportion  is  sa^ej  m  the 
clerical  force  of  course  woul.l  be  saved,  cut  it  is 
not  one-half  of  the  expense  of  the  department, 
becau-e  u  is  simply  what  has  been  accouled  for 
clerical  force  111  keeping  tais  part  of  the  records. 
Ar  piesent  the  foice  consists  of  four  or  live 
clerks,  as  I  understand  it,  a  proportion  of  whom 
are  employed  on  ibis  veiy  work.  If  their 
service  was  dispensed  with,  the  expense  uf 
tbe  department  would  be  1  educed  exactly  as 
much.  The  expense  ot  the  riepaitine:  t,  at  it  will 
then  remain,  will  consist,  as  u  must  in  every  case, 
of  a  suitable  man   to  have  charge  of  the  records, 


whatever  his  salary  is,  and  1  ha /e  heard  no  com- 
plaint against  the  salary  of  the  present  Registrar; 
you  must  have  one  suitable  man  co  have  charge 
of  the  records,  and  then  you  must  have  eiiougn 
clerical  force  to  taKe  char'gi  of  the  recording  ot 
the  bird  s  and  marriages,  and  also  another  to  take 
the  1  cords  which  are  sent  in  from  other  .owns  in 
regain  to  similar  matters,  and  such  other  things 
as  the  secretary  of  state  may  direct  him  to  fu,- 
nish.  I  kuow  1  here  1,  a  great  ieal  of  clerical 
work  in  the  office,  bur  it  has  been  well  sy-oerc- 
atized,  and  the  reauction  of  expenses  would  be 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  reduction  of  work. 
Mi.  Jaques  of  Wart;  9  submitted  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  oa 
Ordinances  on  ihe  subject  o;  the  City  Registrar's 
department.  [City  Doe.  No.  70]  be  recommitted, 
with  instruction,  to  further  consider  the  suhj-ct 
and  report  to  the  City  Council  for  its  considera- 
tion a  ucaft  ot  suc.i  statistics  as  they  may  deem 
d.  i ruble  101  the  government  of  the  department 
of  the  Boar  1  of  Health acd  City  Registrar. 

In  uipport  of  1  he  ordr.,  he  -aid— Mr.  President, 
I  ould  o.dy  say  a  f e  v  words  in  explanation  of 
tha.  amendment,  and  I  would  say  first,  that  I  dif- 
fer entirely  tiom  the  remarks  ot  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down,  and  it  seems  to  me  rhat 
som  of  the  statements  he  make  — nis  views  in 
regard  to  this  oepaitment — are  such  that  hj  must 
hav-  igi.orea  the  evidence  that  appeared  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Ordinances  at  their 
hearing,  and  at  which  le  was  piesent, 
with  regard  to  tne  administration  of  these  depart- 
ments. But  there  is  one  point  that  i.e  llude-  to 
111  v,  Inch  I  agree  ith  ni  11,  and  that  is  that  the 
statutes  una  ordinances  now  in  cxi  fence  111  rela- 
tion to  this  department  are  defective.  Thev  are 
in  th-  atuie  of  a  piece  of  patchwork,  without 
any  particular  0  sicu.  The  Registiar'.  office,  as 
he*  has  said,  has  been  in  existe.ee  fir  a  long 
while ;  the  Board  of  Health  i.t  a  oew  department ; 
the  statutes  and  ordinances  «ere  made  apparent- 
ly hastily,  without  the  expeneine  that  was  neces- 
sary to  determine  how  far  these  two  offices  would 
coiimde  and  how  far  ibeir  duties  were  analogous, 
nd  it  is  now  found  mat  the  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances aie  defective,  pal t  of  them  being  super- 
fluous, pare  of  them  being  defective,— liable  to 
dojbl?  construction,—  and  there  are  othei  things 
that  need  to  be  added  to  ihein  to  make  tb-mi 
perfect.  Now  riy  object  in  offering  the  amend- 
ment is  this:  ihatit  would  be  Getter,  If  we  a>e 
toasK  tbe  Legislate  e  for  any  legislation  upon  this 
subject,  that  there  sLojUI  be  something  matured 
wnich  should  >>e  more  perfect  than  anything  low 
in  existence;  that,  in  other  words,  there  should  be 
aievisiouof  th- statutes  and  oidinances  wnich 
now  govern  these  departments.  I  see  no  reason 
foi  taking  up  one  point  in  which  a  conflict 
has  been  mace,  when  we  know  that  there  are 
other  points, quite  as  important  perhaps,  as  the 
one  alluded  to  ,that  need  attentio-.  It  is  not  nec- 
essary, and  it  i.-  not  my  purpose,  to  enter  into  the 
details  ot  tins  matter.  I„  has  been  very  tully 
discussed  both  in  trie  committee  and  in  this 
chambe  ,  anc  it  has  beeo  decided  on  <J1  sides  that 
the  statutes  and  ordioances  are  defective  in  ma..y 
case*  and  conflicting.  That  being  the  case  it 
would  seem  to  be  the  best  way  of  settling  the 
matter  that  in  the  legislation  which  we  ask 
for  we  should  have  a  draft  prepared 
which  should  reconcile  these  conflicting 
statutes.  I  ijope  the  amendment  I  have  offered 
will  prevail  tor  two  reasons.  One  is  that  I  think 
it  is  the  light  way  to  approach  the  thing,  and 
another  is  that  I  think  it  is  desirable  to  shut  out, 
as  it  «ere,  this  aiscussiou,  which  is  taking  the 
form,  and  is  likely  still  further  to  take  the  form, 
of  a  personal  quarrel  Between  members  of  two 
depaitments.  It  strikes  me  that  this  Council  has 
nothing  to  do  with  such  a  quarrel.  It  may  be 
that  the  present  incumbent  of  the  Registrar's  de- 
partment does  not  fulfil  his  duties  properly,  but 
thai  would  not  of  itseif  be  a  reason  tor  changing 
the  construction  of  these  departments.  The  an 
swer  to  it  would  be,"Wiiy,  we  must  fill  it  by  a 
person  v/ho  can  perform  the  duties  well."  The 
same  argument  might  be  applied  to  the  Board  of 
Health.  The  Boaid  of  Health  might  b^  a  very 
useful  department  but  the  present  incumcents 
of  that  ooard  may  not  be  the  strongest  and 
best  men.  The  argument  is  as  good  for 
one  side  as  for  the  other.  But,  as  I  said 
before,  if  is  fully  concede::  that  th  se  statutes 
are  not  what  they  should  b-.  aod  therefore.  I  think 
the  amendment  i  have  offered  wouldtend  towards 
establishing  a  better  order  of  statutes  and  ordi- 
nance;; for  the  government  of  these  departments. 
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M.t.  Crocker  of  Ward  6-1  hope  this  matter  will 
not  be  recommitted  to  the  ccmtuittee  beloie  the 
Council  vote  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show  what 
its  desires,  wishes  acd  f eelir:  gs  o  •-  the  subject  are. 
I  don't  think  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  wants 
to  be  set  on  [he  long  job  of  drafting;  a  code  ot 
statures  until  it  is  shown  wnat  toe  Council  desiie 
to  have  catried  out.  I  would  line  to  say  a  word 
with  reference  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4  has  said.  Ana  first,  he  ays  that  the  Aldermen 
have  vored  on  this  subject  and  voted  against  it, 
and  tb.rre.is  no  use  for  us  navicg  aov  opinion 
about  it  now.  That  argument  don't  seem  to  have 
had  a  great  deal  OI  weight  with  this  body 
heretofoie.  We  have  plucked  up  courage 
enough  to  differ  from  the  Aldermen  on  a  great 
many  subject*,  and  I  think  we  may  have  our  opin- 
ion on  this  subject.  But  I  don't  unde  stand  that 
tb.eAMc.rmen  have  really  given  a.iy  oomion  on 
this  subject  in  its  present  aspen.  There  have 
been  some  questions  before  no  *•  on  the  matter  of 
city  charter,  which  some  similai  questions  raised, 
but  this  matter  of  the  duplication  of  tl  p  work 
all  came  up  sUce  this  discussion  is  +he  Aldermen, 
and  the  reasons  on  which  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee based  their  leports.  the  facts  on  wbich 
tbey  based  their  reports,  have  substantially  been 
entirely  developed  since  the  Aldermen  root  any 
vot  on  this  subject.  Then  again,  toe  gentleaian 
thinks  ir  will  be  very  disagreeable  for  a  person 
going  for  a  marriage  certificate  to  go  into  an  of- 
fice where  they  are  talking  about  sewers.  I  sup- 
pose it  is  a  little  bad  when  you  are  .roing 
on  such  pleasant  business  ro  he-r  about 
sewers.  To  be  sure,  there  was  no  barm  in  hear- 
ing aaout  birtbs.  They  could  go  into  the  office 
and  hear  that  somebody  had  a  babv,  and  no  hwm 
result,  of  couise.  Then  he  says  that  nobod\  calls 
for  the  chauge  proposed.  A  great  Eany  things 
beside  this  have  go.t.e  o-  for  twenty  years  with  do 
alteration.  We  dou't  need  to  wait  for  outside 
pressure  cefore  we  do  a  thing,  foi  in  this  body, 
when  we  find  out  anythiug  is  wrong,  and  the  city's 
money  wastiug,  we  think  it  is  cur  duty  as  public 
servants  to  go  abtad  and  have  i^  remedied,  with- 
out waiting  for  pressure  from  outside  forcing  us 
to  do  it. 

Ther.  the  gentleinaa  went  on  <o  tell  us  that  this 
aigumeut  iD  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  was  one  of  the  u.ost  ludicrous  aigu- 
mtnts  tie  ever  came  across  anywhere,  and  I 
was  looting  to  .°ee  it  held  up  by  nis  nits- 
terly  band,  fxpectiug  to  be  very  much 
amused.  But  1  don't  thiuk  I  he  id  a  single 
laugh.  My  impression  is  that  nobody  saw 
it  but  himself ,  and  I  doubt  if  he  saw  it.  The 
question  is  a  very  simple  one.  As  things  ate  rioue 
now,  the  city's  work  is  done  twice  over  at  an  un- 
necessary expense.  The  copying  of  this  registra- 
tion of  neaths  hao  been  t  vice  over.  Ot:e  is 
eucugh.  The  gertleman  appaiendy  himself  ad- 
mits tbat  it  is  wholly  unnecessary,  and  we  had 
better  stop  the  dup'i'catiou  of  it.  Then  we  say, 
and  I  don't  know  as  the  gentleman  denies  it,  th^t 
therepoits  of  the  registration  should  ba  made 
fre>h  to  the  Board  of  Hea  th.  It  ha>  to  be  taken 
by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  if  the  City  Registrar's 
taking  it  all  over  again  is  a  wholly  unnecessary 
expense,  vhen  let  us  have  it  done  but  once  only, 
and  that  time  by  the  Board  of  Health.  And  then 
t'.e  question  comes,  What  i-:  the  City  Eegis- 
trar  to  do  that  it  seems  worth  while  to 
keep  up  the  (office?  It  seems  to  me  plain 
that  deaths  and  births  should  properly  be 
kept  *n  t'ae  same  office.  The  macter  of 
still  biiths  is  a  matter  that  it  is  important  to  keep 
a  record  of.  and  it  sooulo  be  looked  after  by  the 
same  parties  tnat  look  aftei  the  geneial  sickness 
aid  health  of  the  community,  And  if  the  births 
are  to  be  transferred,  as  we  claim  tlist  thev  should 
be,  the  same  office  should  keep  the  records  of  the 
death0,  an  t  theu  there  is  nothing  left,  for  the  City 
Registrar  to  do  but  to  keep  a  record  of  the  mar- 
tiages,  aud  if  we  want  to  ktep  that  record  in  a 
place  where  people  who  come  to  get  their  certifi- 
cates shan't  hear  anything  unpleasant  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  keep  up  this  office  for  the  sake  of 
doing  that  business.  But  it  seemed  to  the  major- 
ity of  the  commi'tee  tha^  that  did  involve  an  un- 
necessary expense,  and  they  thought  that  the  oth- 
er matte  t  might  be  transferred  to  the  Board  ot 
Health,  or  to  an  officer  appointed  by  them  or  act- 
ing under  their  direction. 

The  President  ruled  tbat  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Ja;ri.es  wuo  i  the  nature  of  amotion  to  recom- 
mit with  instructions  and  would  take  precedence 
over  an  ameuc.ineot. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  C— I    would   like  a  siDgle 


moment  to  say  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
I  think.have  given  all  the  consideration  to  this  sub- 
ject  ti.at  it  is  possible  to  give.  Lhsy  have  consid- 
ered the  s ubject, first  on  nefining  the  duties  of  the 
City  R-giairar  and  the  Board  ot  Health,  and  unan- 
mously  agreed  that  nothing  is  nece  sary  theiein ; 
they  have  consicered  the  subject  of  placing  the 
City  Registrar  under  the  control  ot  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  tbey  have  deciled  adversely  to  thi.t, 
and  they  recommend  that  the  outies  which  the 
statute,  which  theJLegislature  of  Massachusetts, 
have  put  upon  an  officer  ot  tb  -  city  of  Boston  snail 
be  placed  under  the  charg.  of  some  other  officer 
ot  the  city  of  Boston.  Not  tbat  the  City 
Registrar  shall  be  place!  under  the  control  of 
ihe  Board  of  Health,  but  tnat  the  duties  which 
the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  put  upon  a 
city  official  shall  be  put  under  another  set  of  uen. 
1  hope,  therefoie,  Mr.  Prssidenr,  that  me  matter 
will  not  be  sent  back  to  the  Committee  on  Orci- 
nances  with  instruction  to  further  consider  it; 
and  as  to  reporting  a  lengthy  statute  upon  this 
subject  for  presentation  to  the  .Legislature  some 
six  months  hence,  I  can  haivly  conceive  that  that 
is  advisable.  But  if  the  City  Council,  as  I  no.;e 
they  will,  shall  request  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  to  tr  nsfer  to  the  Board  of 
Health  or  some  other  officer  the  po.,ers  and  du- 
ties now  exeicised  by  the  City  Registrar,  Ifc think 
when  the  Legislature  is  in  ses.ion,  that  it  will  be 
time  i  hen  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  committee  to 
propose  a  statute  in  conformity  with  the  order 
now  passed.  WTe  aie  perfectly  willing  to  do 
the  w^fk  ot  the  Council  deem  it  necessary  that 
we  suculd  prepare  a  statute  tor  reference  to  the 
next  \& eneral  Couit.  But  it  seems  propei  that  we 
should  not  do  it  now, particularly  as  suggested  by 
my  colleague,  as  it  would  be  in  auvance  of  the 
known  opinion-*  of  tois  Council  whether  they 
wanted  the  duties  transferred, or  whether  the 
Legislature  will  ptimit  us  to  transfer  them  to  a> 
othei  officer.  That  is  the  bub  of  the  matter.  If 
*"he  Legislature  will  not  allow  us  to  transfer  tl.eui 
to  another  officer,  that  encs  it.  If  they  say  we 
can  transfer  them  to  another  officer,  i hen  it  seems 
to  me  time  to  ptepare  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Jaquesof  Ward  9 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
gentleman  fiotn  AVard  6  ooes  not  apprehend  the 
spirit  of  the  amendment  no  a  before  us. 
He  expresses  the  nope  that  this  will  not 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee  because 
they  have  fully  considered  tbo  matter.  It 
does  not  seem*  to  me  so  at  all.  The 
order  which  the  committee  was  called  upon  to 
consider  was  a  special  on?,  touching  a  special 
point  as  to  the  relation  existing  betweeo  the  City 
Registrar  and  the  Boaid  of  Health,  asking  tberh 
to  d-cioe  wnether  the  ordinacces  defining  their 
special  duties  lequired  any  alteration.  Now,  it 
has  been  stated  by  u-embers  of  that  committee,  as 
it  se.-ms  to  ine,  in  the  Council  and  elsewhere,  and 
it  Is  appa  ent  on  the  face  of  it,  that  the  statutes 
anc  ordii  ances  are  defective  in  other  respects 
than  this  one  to  which  tbey  have  just  allu-ted. 
Tins  subject  has  not  been  "decided.  Ibere  is  a 
difference  of  opimou ;  and  then  d  e  other  point, 
perhaps  equally  in.oitant,  that  should  be  re- 
vised. Now  my  position  is  simply  this:  Ihat.  m- 
seacl  of  attempting  to  touch  a  single  point  concern- 
ing which  we  need  some  information,  possibly,  that 
we  should  have  the  committee  consider,  n  the 
interim  between  no  v  and  the  assembling  of 
the  Legislature,  what  is  needed  to  give 
gieater  ptrfectness  to  the  exist -ng  statutes  and 
ordinances.  As  I  remarked  befoie,  toe  present 
otrtiuauces  were  made  as  it  we<e  ia  the  dark.  It 
was  a  new  departure.  No  experience  had  been 
had  in  this  city,  and  expene.ee  since  has 
proved  that  these  ordinances  and  statutes  are 
quite  defective.  Now,  the  gentleman  savs 
it  will  be  premature  to  ask  lor  legisla- 
tion at  this  early  period,  when  the  report 
wbica  he  signs  eoutenip'ates  the  same  tuing. 
empowering  the  Mayor  to  ask  lor  the  action  of 
the  Legislature.  The  only  difference  between  us 
is  that  I  think  it  would  be  wiser  to  consuiei  the 
whole  ground,  and  not  take  up  tois  one  point 
which  was  brought  to  our  notice  through  a  per- 
soral  disagreement  between  the  member.-  of  dif- 
ferent departments,  a  thiug  .  hicu  tae  City  Coui.- 
ci1  had  hetier  ignore  entirely,  &nd  look  at  th  sub- 
ject with  the  true  interest  of  the  city  in  view, 
so  that  the  different  departments  may  be 
placed  as  tney  sbotila  be.  Now.  in  regard 
to  preparing  the  Draft  of  tbe  statute,  it 
seen  s  to  me  it  amounts  only  to  this:  In 
all  our  relations  with  the  Legist  .hue.  <ve  assume 
that  that  bod  v  will  pas   such  statutes  as  are  reason- 
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able:  and  it  seems  better  to  put  that  in  form  to  be 
considered  by  tbe  committer  tban  to  go  to  tbe 
Leaislatute  without  any  previous  agreement  of 
the  Council.  Supoose  the  plan  I  have  suggested 
is  agree  >  upon,  tbe  committee  will  piepare  a  draft 
of  a  stature,  wbich  will  undoubtedly  be  much  bet- 
ter suited  to  the  purpose  than  tbe  existing  one. 
They  will  report  to  the  Council,  where  the  statute 
will  be  suoject  to  criticism  befote  it  is  sent  to  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  don't  see  ary  ne- 
cessity for  the  passage  of  tae  order  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9,  or  ot  referring  it  to  the  com- 
mittee, as  the  report  of  the  majoritv  covert  all 
that  will  be  absolutely  required  even  :f  it  were 
again  reported  upon  m  accordance  with  rhe  ref- 
erence proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9. 
Chanter  21  of  the  General  Statutes  prescribes  that 
clerks  of  cities  and  towns  shall  make  reports  of 
deaths,  births  and  ma.  nages,  and  that  all  cities 
an  i  towns  having  a  population  over  10,000  may  ap- 
point a  Registrar  to  peiform  those  duties  in  lieu 
of  the  City  Clerk.  Those  dutits  are  defined 
in  tbe  statutes,  and  .lie  re  are  penalties 
for  not  performing  them.  This  business  prescribed 
in  chapter  21  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  Common- 
we.^lth,  which  sends  out  blanks  to  the  clerks  of 
cities  and  towm  and  the  registrar?,  which  are  to 
be  rilled  and  transmitted  to  the  Secratary  of  the 
Commonwealth.  From  the-e  he  makes  up  a  kind 
of  brief  summary  of  the  health,  weaith  and  pios- 
perity  of  the  State.  It  is  tor  that  purpose  that 
chapter  21  was  passed.  Now,  the  Board  "of  Health 
was  established  in  1873,  under  authc  Hy  of  the 
General  Statues.  It  appears  tbat  then- 
have  prescribed  the  same  rules  _u  rsgard 
to  the  burial  ot  the  dead  that  the  statutes 
prescribe  for  in  regard  to  the  registration  of 
the  deaths;  and  upon  thai  there  is  a  co.  flict  be- 
twet- n  the  Board  ot  Health  and  the  City  Registrar. 
Then  the  majority  report— simply  and  solely 
because  this  work  has  to  be  performed  twice — 
once  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
once  for  the  city  of  Boston— says  it  will  be 
better  to  take  away  all  tbe  powers  and 
duties  of  the  City  Registrar  and  transfer 
them  to  the  Board  of  Health.  It  may  be  well 
to  state  that  the  statute  provices  that  in 
case  tn9  return  is  not  made  the  Clerk  or  Registrar 
shall  insiitute  legal  proceedings.  It  gives  him 
that  power  which  the  Board  ot  Health  have  not 
got.  Now  it  proposal  to  transfer  the  power  of  tbe 
Registrar  to  the  Board  of  Healtb,  and  tne  argu- 
ment is  exactly  as  stated  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
Ward  4.  There  is  no  more  expense  in  the  City 
Registrar's  Department  today  than  there  will  be 
when  it  is  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Health. 
Ttere  is  no  necessity  for  Jperitioning  the  Legisla- 
ture tor  authority  to  make  the  change,  for  under 
the  provision  of  tbe  present  statute  the  appoint- 
ment of  City  Registrar  may  be  taken 
from  the  City  Council  and  transferred 
to  tba  Board  of  Health .  This  case  is  a  mere  con- 
flict of  authoriry,  and  the  difference  is  very  small. 
The  minority  of  the  committee  have  thought  tbat 
the  advantages  to  be  gained  from  keeping  these 
departments  separate  more  thao  counterbalance 
the  little  pecuniary  disadvanrages  or  loss  to  which 
the  city  might  be  put  io  twice  transcribing  the 
record  of  deaths,  and  that  it  was  belter  to  leave 
things  as  tbey  were,  with  the  addition  of  a  joint 
siftnd'ng  committee  on  the  City  Registrar's  de- 
partment. I  think  that  if  tbe  Council  will  pa^s 
the  minority  ordei  it  will  cover  everything  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  aesires.  I  therefora 
move  that  the  report  of  the  minority  be  substitut- 
ed for  that  of  tbe  majoritv. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  am  rather  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  sav  anything  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  whom  I  respeat  very  much :  but  it 
see  us  to  me  if  his  argument  would  be  different 
if  be  had  been  present  ai  the  hearing  before  the 
committee  of  which  he  was  a  member.  It  was  a 
long  oearing  of  four  hours,  and  a  gieat  deal  ot 
evidence  was  adduced  which  will  go  further  than 
anything  I  can  say  here  to  refute  his  argument. 
I  was  present  at  that  meeting  aud  heard  the  evi- 
dence; but  as  remarked  before,  it  does  D't  seem 
wise  or  necessary  to  go  into  those  details  at  the 
present  time,  as  it  would  do  more  harm  than 
good  perhaps.  But  I  think  that  what  he  has 
sail  will  show  to  tbe  Council  that  it  is  an 
open  question  whether  the  majority  or  minority 
report  is  the  one  they  would  better  adopt.  I  also 
stated,  and  I  will  reiterate  it,  simply  because 
members  aiepresen:  w~o  were  not  here  at  tbat 
time,  that  there  are  other  points  of  more  im- 
portance than  this  one  in  i elation  to  the  City  Reg- 


istrar tbat  need  to  be  attended  to.  I  claim  that 
this  subject  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  whole,  that  we  may  see  whether  tbe 
the  statutes  are  »hat  they  should  be.  and  that  the 
conmittee  should  report  what  alterations  they 
deem  expedient. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Wa~d  1— This  subject  ap- 
pears to  be  a  little  mixed,  and  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  Harngan— It  has  been  oebated  considerably, 
and  by  moving  the  previous  question  I  hoped  to 
get  it  straightened  out. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  hope  the  previous  questitu  w.l 
not  be  ordered  at  this  stage  of  proceedings.  This 
subject  has  not  been  fully  debated.  I  came  here 
to  get  some  light.  It  is  a  very  important  matter 
for  us  to  attempt  to  abolish  a  department  of  this 
kind  and  transfer  its  duties  to  another  boaid  sim- 
ply because  they  ask  for  it.  I  bave  been  surprised 
at  some  of  the  statements  made  here,  and  I  have 
listened  with  great  interest.  I  had  some  ideas  to 
present,  but  I  don't  feel  like  offericg  them  in 
their  present  crudity.  Neither  do  I  like  a  snap 
judgment  upon  them.  Therefore  I  hope  the  pre- 
vious question  will  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  Harngan  withdrew  toe  motion. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— If  the  Council  will  ex- 
cuse me,  I  will  say  one  word  which  seem'  to  be 
c&llao  for.  The  question  is,  Will  you  accept  the 
majority  or  minority  view  of  this  matter?  It 
seems  to  be  generally  admitted  that  about  half 
the  duties  of  the  City  Registrar's  office  are  merelv 
tbo-e  wnich  have  got  to  be  done  bv  somebody 
else,  and  that  the  expense  is  over  §8000  a  year. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— If  tht  gentleman 
will  alloT  ne,  I  hive  heard  no  such  statement. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  don't  know  that  I 
made  such  a  statement;  but  I  understand  it  to  be 
admitte.i  here  that  about  half  the  duties  of  the 
City  Registrar's  office  are  what  can  be  done  in  an- 
other office.  That  being  tbe  fact,  we  may  consid- 
er half  the  expense  of  running  the  office  unneces- 
sarv.  The  only  question  is,  What  shall  we  do 
about  it?  The  majority  of  the  committee  pro- 
pose a  remedy,  which  means  the  saving  ol  a  use- 
less expense  of  $4000.  The  minority  say,  Let  it  run 
on  as  it  is.  That  seems  to  be  the  question.  Will 
you  let  it  run  on  ?s  it  is  and  be  done  at  tbe  same 
tim*  by  two  different  officers  out  of  the  money  of 
the  taxpayers?  or  will  you  attempt  to  remedy 
that  evil?  The  majority  propose  a  remedy  for 
the  evil  and  no  other  means  has  been  suggested. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— The  members  of  tne 
Committee  on  Ordinances  seem  to  find  it  very 
difficult  to  suppose  tbat  there  are  any  other  du- 
ties pertaining  to  the  Commissioners  on  Health 
than  those  relating  to  office  routine.  I  supposs 
the  gentleman  trom  Ward9  has  sufficiently  stated 
that  there  are  other  Things  tor  the  Commission- 
ers on  Health  co  loo'*  into  and  rectify,  and  tbat 
the  ordinances  and  statutes,  as  they  now  stand, 
are  a  mass  of  patchwork  and  totally  unfitted  for  a 
city  like  Bo-ton.  The  trouble  is  not  alone  with  the 
Registrar;  but  there  are  other  matters  which, 
ought  to  be  considered.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
I  concur  heartily  in  tbe  motion  for  recommittal, 
and  hope  to  see  an  entirely  new  ordinance  and 
statute  drawn  up  tor  both  departments,  and  af- 
ter it  is  presented  we  can  consider  whether  it  is 
necessary  to  retain  the  Registrar  or  not. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9—1  will  state  one  simple 
leason  why  I  feel  constrained  to  vote  in  opposi- 
tion to  my  colleague.  It  seems  to  me,  if  we  adopt 
the  mino  ity  order,  we  shall  have  the  City  Re^is- 
tiar  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  forlhe 
balance  of  the  year,  and  be  able  to  get  more  infor- 
mation tban  if  we  pass  the  order  of  the  majority. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  to  state  that  there  will 
not  be  a  thousand  dollars  savea  to  the  city  at  the 
outside  by  making;  the  proposed  change.  The 
only  difference  in  the  exoense  is  that  of  one  crerk 
to  make  a  copy  of  the  returns  tor  the  use  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
tois  is  a  thing  which  they  can  ston  tomorrow  if 
they  want  it.  If  the  majority  report  is  adopted, 
we  would  not  save  anything,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  idea  that  a  change  woula  be  any  saving 
at  all  at  the  ena  of  two  years.  The  running  of 
one  office  in  another  office  would  not  be  a  saving, 
and  I  believe  the  change  is  not  one  in  the  slight- 
est degree  in  the  interest  of  economy. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  would  like,  if  the 
Council  were  in  the  humor  to  hear  me,  to  have 
this  matter  go  over  one  week,  that  I  mig-ht  look 
at  some  matters  whuh  have  been  opened  up  and 
brought  to  my  actention.    But  I  am  very  reluctant 
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to  ask  for  such  a  thing  as  tbat  to  gratify  me  per- 
sonally, because  I  ani  wining  to  take 'my  share 
with  other  memoers  in  the  impromptu  discussions. 
But  it  ssems  to  me  to  be  rather  a  graver  question 
than  is  admitted  by  some  of  the  geoiiemen 
who  have  approached  it.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  taking  steps  to  abate  an  office 
provided  by  law,  and  to  begin  by  taking  some  of  its 
functions  and  giving  them  to  another  office,  and 
Having  taken  a  way  one-half  its  function*,  to  sav 
that  the  necessary  expense  of  r.erformi>  g  the 
other  half  i=  a  waste  (if  mon^y  and  we  will  abate 
the  whole.  Now  suppose,  by  contrary  reasoning, 
that  the  Board  of  Health  cost  $17,000,  a-d  that 
one-half  of  their  duties  are  performed  by  the  City 
Registrar,  the  cost  is  18500— more  than  the  whole 
expense  of  the  Registrar's  Department.  As  I  have 
looked  at  this,  it  aoes  seem  to  me  that  this  wcole 
contest  has  grown  out  of  'he  grasping  desire  of 
one  board  of  the  City  Government  to  magnify  its 
powers  and  increase  its  functions.  I  care 
not  whether  ths  City  Registrar  has  been  in  office 
twenty-one  years  or  a  thousand:  I  care  not 
whether  the  Board  of  Health  have  been  in  power 
three  sears  or  a  thousand.  Some  inaccuracies 
have  been  brought  up  against  the  City  Registrar, 
but  I  think  his  reports  will  bear  comparison  with 
those  of  the  Board  of  Health,  for  a  more  bombas- 
tic, ill-advised  document  I  have  never  seen  in 
City  Hall.  1  think  the  Board  of  Health  have  mis- 
taken their  functions  and  should  be  told  so.  They 
aie  to  regard  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city  of 
Boston;  they  are  not  a  board  of  registration, 
and  it  is  not  their  business  to  gather  sta- 
tistics. I  am  /sorry  to  hear  toe  gentleman 
say  we  have  got  to  have  a  duplicate  set  of  statis- 
tics. The  gathering  of  statistics  is  the  Registrar's 
business,  and  I  have  i  ever  seen  any  such  author- 
ity conferred  on  the  Board  of  Health.  The  under- 
takers return  the  certificates  to  the  Board  of 
Health  because  they  are  appointed  by  the  Mayor, 
and  the  Board  of  Health  being  ths  creatures  of 
the  Mayor,  of  course  the  undeitakers  know  that 
if  they  refu«e  to  obey  the  orders  of  that  board 
their  heads  will  be  cut  off.  During  the  past  few 
months  a  most  ridiculous  farce  has  been  going  on. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  said  there  was  a 
hearing.  Yes,  and  the  evidence  was  all  on  one 
side.  I  would  likr  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  the 
City  Registrar  was  as^ed  to  be  present.  If  the 
tiuth  is  known,  I  think  that  gentleman  nas  been 
unintentionally  misrepresented  by  those  who  al- 
lowed this  investigation  to  be  mace  an  ex  parte 
affair,  and  that  he  haa  no  opportunity  to  be  heard 
in  his  o«n  refence.  If  that  is  so,  I  think  the 
report  should  be  recooimited.  There  is  every 
opportunioy  for  meinbais  to  become  familiar 
with  the  routine  of  business  tn  that  department; 
but  I  am  informed  upon  good  authority 
that  but  one  member  of  the  committee  visited  the 
Registrar's  office  to  make  inquiries  and  iuform 
himself.  That  I  had  ot  the  Registrar  himself. 
Yet  he  must  be  condemned,  or  it  not  oonoemnea, 
stripped  of  his  office  aco  assigned  to  tnecoarge 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  simply  because  he  per- 
forms duties  prescribed  by  the  statute.  A  man 
cannot  register  that  which  he  coes  not  receive, 
and  I  jay  there  is  no  record  of  neaths  m  Boston 
today,  simply  because  these  gentlemen  assune  to 
interrupt  it  and  demand  thatthese  returns  shall  be 
made  to  them  aud  not  to  the  City  Registrar,  i 
think  it  is  time  some  people  weie  taught  to  know 
their  places.  It  is  not  a  quarrel;  it  is  an  assump- 
tion. Here  is  a  gentleman  having  no  one  to  speak 
for  him.  It  is  simply  an  assumption  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  He.  1th;  and  if  the  wo-k  tne  Reg- 
istrar has  already  done  be  any  guarantee  for  the 
future,  he  should  not  oe  stripped  of  his  dutits  and 
have  them  placed  in  the  hauls  of  another  board, 
whom  I  consider  have  not  shown  th?mselves 
as  faithful  to  their  trust.  If  the  Boaid  of 
Health  desire  these  records  they  should  ask 
for  them ;  but  I  consider  that  thev  should 
receive  them  at  that  officer's  hands.  There 
is  something  besides  statistics  in  this  matter. 
Why  is  it  that  the  City  Registrar  is  required  by 
law  to  receive  these  returns?  Is  it  simply  to  as- 
certain how  many  people  die?  Not  at  all.  It  is 
to  preserve  a  record  of  the  fact  that  tuey  died  by 
natural  causes  and  legitimate  means;  it  is  that 
there  should  be  restriction  put  upon  those  people 
who  ulace  too  brief  a  term  upon  other  peo- 
ple's lives— in  other  words  to  restraiu  murder: 
it  is  that  there  shall  be  no  certificate  of  burial 
issued  unless  the  City  Registrar  is  satisfied 
that  death  came  from  natural  causes.  1  do 
not  see  fiat  anv  attemot  has  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Health  to  carry  out  that  wise  provision 


of  the  law.  Today  if  the  City  Registiar  should 
cischarge  his  duty  he  would  lodge  a  complaint 
with  the  Attorney  General  and  bring  ev=ry  under- 
taker who  has  not  returned  a  certificate  of  c.eaih 
to  him  before  the  bar  of  the  la;?  It  has  placed 
him  in  a  most  unpleasant  position;  and  all  be- 
cause of  a o  inadvertence  in  making  up  au  ordi- 
nance and  giving  a  power  to  this  board  which  is 
conferred  upon  another  officer  by  statute;  and  I 
say  when  an  inferior  officer  of  this  city  has  a  con- 
flict with  a  «uuerior,  he  should  give  way.  The  in- 
ferior authority  must  give  way  to  the  superior ; 
aud  if  they  do  not,  they  ought  to" be  taught  better. 
I  was  in  the  Board  of  Health  office  not  long  e.go, 
and  I  found  ODe  or  them  tryingtolearn  how  water 
would  run  up  hill;  and  it  is  my  impression  that 
they  will  succeed  fully  as  well  iu  that  as  they  will 
by  assuming  duties  which  are  defined  by  the 
statutes  to  beloog  to  another  department.  The 
record  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  is  defined 
by  statute  to  brlong  to  clerks  of  cities  aud  towns, 
and  to  registrars.  It  is  importani  that  we  should 
have  some  competent  person  to  keep  those  lecords 
intact:  he  shouia  nave  a  taste  and  ability  for  it.  and 
if  a  cobrdins-te  branch  of  th<-  Government  desires  to 
use  those  recoids,  they  are  there.  Why  stuuld 
we  change  that?  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  City 
Registrar's  style  ot  reports,  but  I  have  heard  no- 
body impugn  their  accuiacy.  I  believe  they  are 
unccallenged  by  anyDodj  ;  "and  I  don't  think  it 
right  to  tear  toe  nepartnieut  to  pieces  because 
another  board  wants  it.  In  the  present  state  of 
the  case  I  am  not  in  favor  of  voting  t'ct  the  ma- 
jority. I  thmk  the  report  of  the  minority  is  prop- 
er >.i  dright.  Theie  ought  to  be  a  joiut'stauimg 
committee  on  the  City  Registrar's  Department, 
knowing  its  duties  anc  knowing  wh;>t  is  wanted. 
Had  such  been  the  case  this  conflict  would  have 
been  avoided.  I  hope  we  shall  settle  this  ques- 
tion by  the  substitution  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — The  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  fully  prove  the  truth  of 
the  statement  whieh  he  made  at  the  ■  omroence- 
ment,  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  subject. 
His  coctrine  is  that  this  is  a  personal  matter  be- 
tween the  Board  of  Health  and  the  City  Registrar. 
He  has  stated  that  the  City  Registrar  was  not 
allowed  to  present  his  side  of  the  c^e  befoe  the 
committee.  Mr.  President,  thi.t  is  unqualifiedly  a 
mistake.  The  City  Registrar  was,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  one  member  of  the  commitiee,  asked  it  he 
cesired  a  continuance  in  order  to  answer  certain 
matters  that  came  up,  and  to  present  such  evi- 
dence as  he  saw  fit.  The  Registiar  replied  fhat  he 
did  not  desire  a  continuance;  lie  was  as 
leady  then  to  present  his  case  to  the 
committee  as  he  would  be  at  auy  other  time. 
The  gentleman  has  spoken  o:  ce  or  twice  in  the 
coarse  ot  his  leinarks  as  if  this  matter  were 
sought  for  by  the  Board  ot  Health.  Thar  is  as 
tnuch  a  mistake  as  the  other.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  as  it  seems  to  rue,  ha°  i  ot  very 
carefully  read  either  .the  General  Statutes  or  the 
ordinances  of  tne  city  iu  relation  to  the  Board  of 
Health.  He  says  he  has  a  profound  ignorance 
both  of  the  statutes  and  the  ordi  avces.  Now,  if 
any  gentleman  will  lead  the  report  ot  die  majority 
he' -ill  see  that  they  have  very  caiefully  avoided 
auy  attack  upon  either  the  Board  oj  Health  or 
the  City  Registrar,  and  that  it  is  written  in 
the  interest  neither  of  one  nor  the  other, 
but  otated  certain  returns  was  required  to  be 
made  by  the  Citv  Registiar  to  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Commonwealth,  the  purpose  of  watch  is  im- 
material: but  thev  may  be  made  after  burial  or 
before.  Tt.e  physiciau  is  not  required  to  return  a 
certificate  until  requested,  and  he  theu  has  fifteen 
days  in  whieh  to  do  so.  The  ger  tlenian  from 
Ward  12  admits  that  the  Board  o~r  Ber.lth  »a-  to 
look  after  the  sanitary  condition  of  tue  ci  y.  One 
subject  that  they  nave  taken  ro  look  after  is  to  re- 
quire these  certificates  of  death  to  be  made  to 
them  before  the  permit  for  a  burial  ca'i  oe  grant- 
ee;, so  that  an  undertaker  is  obliged  to  report  ro 
them  before  he  can  obtain  the  permit.  Tnephy- 
sician  is  obliged  to  give  his  certificate,  and  it  is 
one  part  of  the  duty  of  the  undertaker  to  piocure 
it  before  1he  permit  for  burial  is  granted. 
Now  is  it  uot  apoarent  that  that  is  one  ot  the  best 
ways  to  look  after  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
city?  If  returns  are  made  to  .lie  Board  of  Health 
this  »■  ek  and  they  find  that  there  have  been  five 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  some  locality,  uo  they 
not  know  that  there  is  some  occasion  for  the  dis- 
ease? If  tu-y  had  to  wait  for  the  leiurus  of  'he 
City  Ragistra-,  and  fifteen  days  ;  hiulo  elapse  be- 
fore the  first  case  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Boara  of  Health,  of  what  advantage  would  it  be 
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totnem?  Now  ttie  object  of  the  committee  was, 
if  possible,  to  <lo  awav  with  a  superfluous  office. 
Tney  have  no  preference  whatever  for  the  City 
Registrar  or  the  Hoard  of  Health.  I  did  not  know 
the  City  Registrar  myself  until  ha  appeared  before 
tl;t  committee.  Bv  going  to  the  City  Registrar's 
office  I  do  not  ascertain  what  Uis  uuties  are;  • 
neithei  do  I  ascertain  what  are  the  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Health  by  going  to  their  office.  It  is  not 
toe  manner  oi  discharging  their  duties  that  I  an 
to  ltain  ;  1  care  nothing  about,  that;  it  was  not  le- 
feried  io  the  committee.  But  is  it  oecessai  y  to  do 
anything  to  define  their  respective  duties?  We 
say  no,  let  each  discharge  his  o*n  duty.  Now, 
the  Board  of  Health  are  the  registers  of 
deaths,  but  the  duties  of  ihe  Citv  Registrar 
have  not  been  taken  away  from  Inui.  It  is 
true  the  undertakers  object  to  giving  a  sec- 
ond certificate  to  the  City  Registrar,  and 
some  of  the  phvsiciars  are  unwilling  to  he 
troubled  oy  giving  a  duolicate  certificate.  But 
the  Legislature  of  t  e  Commonwealth  has  said  the 
returns  shall  be  made,  and  the  city  of  Boston  i 
obliged  io  provide  an  officer  to  leceive  tnem,  and 
pay  for  it.  That  is  all.  Now  the  committet,  in 
considering  this  matter,  <n> id.  as  is  staied  in  the 
report,  aj  I  assert,  as  is  argued  by  the  gee t  eicau 
fiom  Ward  12,  and  as  other  gentleman  believe,  the 
only  question  is,  How  can  we  simplify  these  mat- 
teis  so  that  the  returns  which  ate  now  made 
to  the  City  Registrar  shall  be  made  to 
the  Boaid  of  Health  or  to  some  other  per- 
son under  their  charge,  which,  of  course, 
means,  in  their  room;  that  is  to  say,  that  all  the 
statistics  shall  be  togetbci?  Now  it  is  in  the  in- 
terest, flist.  not  only  of  public  economy,  and  of 
convenience  to  untiertakeis  and  physicians,  but 
it  is  also  in  tie  interest  of  every  pe:  son  who,  by 
this  same  stair. tj,  is  obliged  to  make  reports,  that 
he  may  go  <*t  once  to  the  Board  of  Health.  Now, 
Mr,  President,  I  ask  ttie  Council  to  notice  that 
there  is  no  attack  upon  the  Registrar,  and  1  o  de- 
sire to  abolish  an  office  created  by  statute.  I 
don't  understand  that  the  office  was  created  by 
the  city  of  Bcston.  The  City  Clerk  must  do  cer- 
tain work,  and  the  city  may  choose  an  officer 
to  do  it,  and  it  has  the  orivilege  of  paying 
for  it.  It  is  not  mtended  to  take  away  any 
duties  and  powers  which  the  Citv  Council  now  have 
and  put  them  under  a  commission,  because  the 
City  Council  lias  no  control  over  the  powers  and 
duties  which  it  is  proposed  to  con  Or  upon  the 
Board  of  Health.  'J  he  statute  plainly  defines 
those  duties.  1  hope  this  question  will  be  acted 
upon  tonight.  I  believe  we  have  all  the  light  now 
that  we  shall  get  upon  it,  ana  that  we  shall  not 
derive  any  advantage  by  a  postponement.  I 
deprecate  the  statement  made  before  this  Council 
that  there  has  been  a  quarrel.  I  think 
the  whole  trouble  is  owing  to  a  misunder- 
standing of  their  respective  duties  on  the 
part  ot  the  iwo  boards.  The  simple  ques- 
tion is,  Will  you  ask  the  Legislature  to  let  you 
put  those  (.overs  and  duties  unoer  the  Board  of 
Health  or  some  person  appointed  by  them;  or 
will  you  keep  them  where  they  are?  The  other 
question  Is,  is  it  neces-ary  to  do 'anything  to  tnoie 
cVarly  define  the  duties  of  the  two  offices?  I 
hope  ihe  business  of  tha  Council  will  be  furthered 
by  some  actiou  tonight. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  last  up  t  here  he  finds  any  authority  in 
the  statutes  which  requires  ?n  UTidertaser  to 
make  a  report  to  the  Board  of  Health,  acd  what 
authority  the  Board  of  Health  have  to  require  un- 
dertaken to  report  to  them? 

Mi.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6— By  statute— I  can't  re- 
fer to  the  chapter  ironi  memory — tue  Board  of 
H-alth  may  make  all  regulations  which  they  judge 
necessary  concerning  burisl  grounds  and  inter- 
ments. It  clearly  appears  i o  me  that  one  of  the 
be»t  regulations  tlie  Board  of  Health  can  make 
before  granting  a  permit  to  bury  the  deau  is  that 
they  shall  be  told  who  has  died  and  what  was  the 
Ct.use  of  death. 

Mr.  Thacner  of  Ward  15 — I  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Waid  12— Before  that  question  is 
put  I  should  liks.  to  tender  my  acknowledgments 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  fur  showing  my 
sup.^nie  ignoian.ee  on  this  question..  He  only 
confirms  what,  I  '.lave  said,  and  I  omy  desired  the 
question  not  to  be  pressed  until  I  could  have  an 
opportunity  to  shov;  tiat  the  Board  of  Health  has 
msi-tea  upoo  tnis  change — that  the  registration 
of  births,  death  and  marriages  shall  be  taken 
from  the  City  Registrar  and  placed  m  their  bauds. 
That  is  al',  sir.    I  asserted  ilurt.atid  I  cau  show  it. 


The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  order  ot  Mr.  Jaqut-s  v.  as  lojt. 

The  minority  report  was  substituted  for  the  ma- 
jority—29  for, '23  against— and  the  i  ider  leported 
by  tlie  minority  was  passed. 

Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  ceirain  lots 
of  itnd  on  Fourth  stieet,  tear  O  stieei ,  as  a  jchool- 
house  site,  at  not  exceeding  seventv-five  certs  a 
foot. 

Mr.  Rage  of  Ward  9 — There  was  some  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  committee  as  to  the  desirability 
ot  making  this  purchase  at  the  present  time,  ami 
as  1  was  on-  of  the  parties  of  that  belief  I  would 
like  more  tune  to  investigate  ihe  matter.  I  theie- 
fore  move  that  the  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Cat  ried— 33  tor,  3  against. 

Older  tor  a  transfer  of  $30,000  from  to  fl  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Xorttmnp- 
um. -street  Ln strict.  Passed  in  ccncunvrce — yeas 
54,  nays  0. 

Order  to  hire  tor  armoiy  purposes,  for  three 
veil-,  two  rooms  in  building  corner  of  Harvnrd 
ano  Washington  streets,  at  not  exceeding  $1200 
per  j ear.    Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  54,  nays  0. 

OtTEB  OR   FENCE   ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  majority  aod  minority  reports  and  orders 
on  subject  of  a  fence  or  curb  on  Treniont-street 
mall  (City  Doc.  No.  83)  «ere  considerem  under 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Wars  6  moved  io  substitute  the 
minority  report  (prortdine  tor  a  fence)  for  that  of 
the  majority. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  1G  moved  that  the  -ubject 
be  specially  assigned  for  halt-past  8  P.  Al.  next 
Thuisday, 

Mr.  Guild  thought  the  discussion  would  con- 
sume but  a  short  time,  and  Mr.  Peikius  svithorevv 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  C— The  foes  of  bostou  Com- 
mon have  been  drive"  to  the  last  ditch,  and  this 
attack,  under  guise  of  furnishing  a  curb,  is  but 
their  last  expiring  effort.  To  understand  this 
properly  it  uia\  be  necessary  to  recall  the  past 
s»mewtiat.  I  need  do  it  but  briefly.  It  appears 
that  othei  horse  lailroads,  jea'ou-  of  the  privi- 
leges eujoyeu  by  the  Metropolitan  in  the  streets 
of  Boston,  especially  upon  that  pleasant  and  ac- 
cessible ore  bounded  by  Boston  Common  ana  the 
Granary  Burial  Ground,  sought  to  obtain  the 
same  themselves;  not  only  rorjtb  erase  Ives,  but  to 
a  ceii iin  extent  at  the  excense  of  the  Metro- 
politan by  passing  over  a  poition  of  its  tracks. 

An  entire  new  company  was  charteied,  which 
uever  would  have  come  into  existence,  had  the 
former  a  an-gers  of  the  Metropolitan  possessed 
the  foresight  and  executive  ability  that  appears 
now  to  characterize  its  management,  and  Io  oave 
understood  rnat  there  is  a  point  which  even  a  long- 
suffering  public  will  not  permit  an  exclusive 
monopoly  to  pa-  s. 

But  privileges  were  granted  and  urged  for  so 
many  different  lines  to  run  over  the  Treniont-street 
line  of  track  that  it  seemed  to  many  tht.t  the  at- 
tacking party— for  it  wa°  and  has  been  a  party  and 
not  as  yet  the  unanimous  voice  oi  the  people — it 
seemrtt  as  it  the  attacking  party,  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, forwarded  thesQ  privileges  for  the  exuress 
purpose  of  blocking  up  Trttuont  stieet  with 
horse  cars  under  pretence  of  accommodating  the 
people,  to  such  a"  extent  that  the  imperative  ne- 
cessity of  widening  tnat  avenue  i-hould  be  first 
scablished,  and  that  i  aving  beec  done,  the  widen- 
ing should  be  2X  the  expense  of  one  of  Boston's 
heir-looms,  the  n=xt  most  s-ced  spot  to  Bunker 
Hill  and  Faneuil  Hall-Boston  Common. 

By  extraordinary  efforts,  a  sufficient  con- 
cession was  obtained  to  remove  the  side- 
walk on  Tiemont  street;  and  here  ltt  m? 
say  that  1  think  a  majority  of  the  people  ot 
Boston  believeo  that  the  curb  of  that  sidewalk 
wax  to  ba  set  back,  and  that  the  curb's  vviath 
would  reman  and  protect  the  old  fence. 

But  no;  the  fire  had  been  lighted,  the  tiger  had 
tast-cl  blood,  and  tae  protecting  line  of  fence  that 
tne  Citv  Goverumeit  nad  received  a  portion  of  as 
a  gift  from  some  of  its  most  honored  citizens  was 
next  mthlessly  torn  up,  and  the  last  barrier 
between  the  city's  lui  gs  and  tne  tubercles  of 
commerce,  ?wept  a  "ay.  The  roots  of  the  old 
tiees  that  had  with  their  grateful  shade 
sheltered  us  when  boys,  and  our  fathers  too — 
these  oraameots  to  the  city,  the  price  of  it.)  citi- 
zens and  admiration  of  strangers— were  hacked 
a:?  if  with  fell  desire  to  sap  the  very  foundations 
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of  their  citadel,  to  render  them  wretched  deformi- 
ties instead  of  objects  of  sightly  beauty. 

All  this  could  not  be  done  in  a  nigh  t,  as  was 
done  when  a  projecting  corner  of  the  Common 
was  stolen  from  the  people,  or  with  the  celerity 
that  the  Paddock  elms  were  swept  away — a  celerity 
which  we  might  well  wish  should  chaiacterize 
other  work  the  employes  of  the  city  are  called 
upon  10  perform. 

The  indignation  of  tee  peocle  was  at  length 
arousea.  They  hardly  believed,  until  seeing  be- 
came believing,  that  those  iheyhad  placed  he.e, 
the  guardians  of  their  rights  ai.d  privileges/would 
staud  idly  by  and  see  them  thus  invaded;  but 
when  they  b«neld  this  inaction  and  founu  taeir foes 
emboldened  by  success,  and  having  throw.)  town 
the  last  barrier,  boldiy  proclaiming  and  Lbreat- 
eniDg  through  tnd  by  the  puolic  press  even,  that 
unless  the  will  of  the  attacking  party  should  be 
submitted  to,  not  only  should  the  outer  mall 
be  taken,  but  Columbus  avenue,  and  possibly- 
Commonwealth  avenue,  should  be  extended 
through  the  Common,  patience  ceased  to  be  a  vir- 
tue, and  those  wno  had  lent  themselves  to  the  ad- 
vocacy of  destroying  the  peo  le's  park, infringing 
upon  popular  liberty,  were  taught  a  much-needed 
lesson.  How  promptly  they  appreciated  it;  how 
soundly  the  rebuke  was  administered;  how  much 
weight  and  significance  it  possessed,  «vas  evinced 
by  the  immediate  silence  thatfollowed,  of  the  sud- 
den cessstion  of  attack  and  even  the  power  of 
the  press  was  found  to  be  a  feeble  power  ualess 
the  vox  populi. 

Then  stepped  in  tne  State  Legislature  with  its 
pronunciamentj,  and  stretching  forth  its  protect- 
ing arm  between  the  people  and  those  who  would 
have  been  tneir  despoilers,  .-aid,  "thus  far  shalt 
thou  go  and  no  farther,"  and  so  remained  Bostoa 
Common  as  the  spoilers  left  it. 

The  wave  of  advancing  commerce  clips  its  very 
margin;  it  stands  like  a  great  mansion 
with  its  fiont  pulled  down;  a  sanctuaiy 
with  the  door  trenched  from  its  hinges 
and  the  toundations  of  its  pillars  under- 
mined; a  rich  jew-1  with  the  setting  toru  there- 
from, a  standing,  naked  reproach ;  one  of  the  few 
historic  spots,  the  only  great  public  park  as  vet  in 
our  city,  now  so  placed  as  to  invite  invasion  and 
suggest  destruction. 

I  have  spoken  thus  much  to  show  what  brings 
u«  to  the  consideration  of  cuib  or  tence.  I  have 
spoken  thus  much  believing  thet  it  is  at  this  time 
the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Boston,  back- 
ed as  they  are  by  ihe  protective  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, that  for  the  present  at  least  not  one  joi  or  tit- 
tle more  of  Boston  Common  shall  be  taken  without 
their  indorsement,  and  moreover  I  think  their 
opinion  to  be,  that  infringement  should  not  be  in- 
vited or  even  suggested  bv  the  Unprotected  aod 
ooen  state  which  the  euro  proposed  by  a  majoiity 
of  the  committee  would  leave  it. 

Beside,  let  me  say  that  whatever  may  be  pl'-c^d 
there  the  fiieDds  of  Boston  Common  now  in  open 
war  with  any  who  advocate  encroachment — what- 
ever may  be  placed  there,  must  be  tnat  which  will 
be  of  least  damage  to  the  trees,  of  the  most  pro- 
tection from  the  street  and  in  some  respects  an 
ornament  to  the  ground. 

This,  a  light  curb,  crowned  by  the  ornamental 
fence  in  the  plan  before  you,  will  accomplish. 

the  curb  submitted  by  the  majority,  though  an 
excellent  plan  for  a  curb  in  an  open  square  arouod 
a  monumert,  fountain  or  similar  erection,  is  not 
the  one  to  be  placed  around  a  pleasure  park,  where 
its  foundations  will  so  directly  interfere  with  ciee 
roots  as  it  will,  and  where  it  will  m  reality  be  more 
of  a  trap  for  the  unwary  than  any  protection  to 
those  who  frequent  the  malls;  and  from  immedi- 
ate contact  with  passing  vehicles  of  the  street. 

The  curb  of  the  majority  report  —  beiug 
continuous  and  its  foundations  laid  in 
concrete,  which  is  to  extend  far  in  beyond  the 
curb  will  effectually  prevent  the  moisture  fiom 
reaching  the  tree  loots,  in  fact  it  will  cut  into  the 
trunks  of  some  of  the  trees. 

The  specifications  show  that  the  curb  will  not  he 
kept  from  the  destrucnon  of  the  trees,  for  it  reads 
"All  roots  of  trees  which  inteifeie  with  the  work 
of  setting  the  new  curb  and  steps  aie  to  be  cut 
off." 

Concrete  foundation!  Have  we  not  had  enough 
of  asphalt  and  concrete  rai  Bostou  Common? 
The  old  trees  have  been  like  patients  hacked 
by  the  surgeon's  knife,  blistered  and  plas- 
tered bv  asphalt  at  their  roots;  moisture 
and  nourishment  cut  off,  drooping  limbs 
hungry  tor  food  remorselessly  lopped,  till  ren- 
dered unsightly  objects  by  ruthless  experimenters 


they  are  declared  worthless  and  must  cms  down. 
These  venerable  trees  that  have  shaded  our  fa- 
thers with  their  protectng  branches  ask  us  for 
bread  and  we  give  them  a  stone. 

The  light  curb  and  ornamental  fence  propored  by 
the  minoiity,  will  not  require  this  broad  bed  of  con- 
crete, and  is  therefore  less  liable  to  interfere  with 
or  destroy  the  tree  roots  than  the  curb.  It  will 
have  more  openings  than  the  curb,  nearly  double, 
and  tnus  afford  more  conveniem  e  to  the  public. 

It  will  be  set  in  posts  put  in  the  old  post  holes ; 
it  will  permit  tree  roots  to  pass  under  end  gtt  the 
required  nourishment.  It  is  safer  for  pedestrians 
even  were  there  no  vehie'es  in  the  street. 

The  pub'ic  favorers  of  the  curb  outside  the  City 
Government,  as  a  general  thing,  are  those  who 
favored  wioemng  tne  stieet.  Nay,  some  of  those 
are  the  very  otes  s*ho  threatened  that  unless  the 
slice  of  Boston  Common  were  taken  ?s  they  de- 
sired, streets  should  be  run  through  and  across  it. 
It  should  hardiv  be  necessary  for  a  Boston  man  to 
stand  here  in  City  Hall  and  plsaa  for  Boston 
Common,  and  yet  to  plead  for  this  fence  is  to 
plead  for  it,  or  a  guard  t  gainst  encroachment  upon 
it,  whi  h  is  the  same  thing.  But,  f  entleraer,  I 
htg  o*  you,  as  the  representatives  of  the  Boston 
people,  to  put  yourselves  on  lecord  as  the  true 
conservators  of  their  ri^ots  and  privileges  and 
recora  by  your  votes  that  you  use  the  power  dele- 
gated to  you  to  pratectthe  people's  paik  from  any 
encroachm"  t  of  trade,  till  they  themselves  shall 
dema-d  it  of  you  in  a  voice  that  you  will  readily 
understand,  and  which  cannot  be  mistaken. 

Mr.  Ferkins  of  Ward  16 — I  bad  the  honor  to  offer 
the  order  last  year,  looking  to  the  "dismember- 
ment" of  Boston  Common.  I  have  never  had  oc- 
casion to  legret  it,  and  I  believe  today  that  the 
best  inteiestsjof  the  citv  of  Boston  require Jand  the 
best  way  to  preserve  the  Common  is  by  the  taking 
off  of  a  portion  of  the  mall  and  putting  it  into 
Tremont  street.  It  is  a  somewhat  melancholy 
fact  that  immediately  upon  the  offering  of  that 
order  by  me  here  in  tnis  Council,  every  maa  who 
favored  that  measure  wa.-  set  upon  by  the  Boston 
press  as  if  he  was  a  thief  flying  from  justice.  We 
were  accuse i  of  beiug  in  collusion  with  rail- 
roads, and  with  being  thieves  of  the  >vorst  de- 
scription ,  and  no  one  wenc  further  thin  my  fi  .end 
of  the  Commercial  Bulletin  in  denouncing  the 
action  we  took  upon  this  matter.  Now,  sir,  I  am 
going  to  support  his  minority  report,  because  I 
am  n  >t  a  d  espoiler  of  Bostou  Commou .  And  why  ? 
Because  it  is  plainly  evident  that  the  people  of 
Boston  oo  not  want  the  Common  interfered  with. 
As  the  city  cannot  take  a  part  of  the  Common  for 
the  ;ublio  street.  I  hope  that  for  tne  sake  of  pro- 
tecting those  who  are  passing,  and  for  aesthetieal 
reasons,  the  present  cisgraceful  condition  of  the 
Common  will  not  be  continued.  The  curb  proposed 
to  be  put  there  for  ornament  by  the  majority 
would  in  a  few  weeks  be  an  eyesore,  and  we 
should  he  sorry  to  si°e  it.  But,  gentlemen,  I  do 
olead  for  the  privilege  ot  every  member  ot  this 
Council  giving  utterance  to  the  ideas  and  senti- 
ments and  means  of  progress  which  he  thinks  ap- 
plicable to  the  public  convenience,  without  being 
denounced  as  a  thief  auo  as  one  who  wants  to 
steal  a  march  on  the  people.  It  is  all  humbug.  I 
nevsr  had  a  word  of  communication  with  a  rail- 
road officer  on  this  subject.  I  want  the  street 
widened,  because  mv  common  sense  tells  tue  to- 
day, as  I  pass  u-j  and  aown  Tremont  street,  that 
tnis  is  one  of  the  imperative  necessities  of  the 
day.  I  believe  bo  today.  I  trust  my  friend  from 
Ward  6  will  believe  me  "when  I  tell  hira  I  am  not  a 
thief ,  and  that  I  am  not  the  head  and  front  of  the 
offending. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  I  have  also  the  houor  to  have|placeit  mv 
name  to  the  majority  report,  and  I  consider  it  an 
honor,  notwithstanding  the  pronouns,  adiectives, 
auverbs  and  verbs  in  the  speech  of  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Uuilo]  ou  that  committee. 
Now,  let  us  know  what  his  propositiocs 
are.  I  am  not  exactly  a  short-haud  report- 
er; but.  in  the  first  place,  he  says  "last 
ditch."  "last  expiring  groan,"  that  is  very 
good;  "Horse  railroads."  that  is  better;  "ieter- 
mittefl  as  they  are  to  have  privileges,"  "  widen- 
ing of  Tremont  street"  "majority  expects 
a  cur'3  to  be  placed"  so  and  so,  "set  back." 
"tiger's  tasting  blood" — that  is  first  rate:  tigers 
like  bloou ;  so'ilo  editors,  sometimes.  "Lungs  of 
Boston"  ;  "tubercles  of  commerce."— well,  that  is 
all  first  rate.  How  many  periods,  colons  ami 
semicolons  there  are  to  be  put  at  the  ear*. 
Lord    Timothy   Dexter   only    knows.    "Attacked 
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without  mercy."  Those  are  first-rate  proposi- 
tions, every  one  of  them.  But  as  iriy  worthy 
fnei.il  went  along  he  does  n't  offer  a  suggestion 
or  leasoo  in  support  ot  one  of  them.  "I.digaa- 
tiou  of  the  people  raise"," — he  don't  state  where, 
not  even  tlnoujjh  the  Dress,  not  even  in  his  highly 
resoectable  paper  called  the  Ooirimeicial  Bulletin. 
"Last  barrier  torn  dowo";  "aid  the  Legislature, 
"This  far  thou  shall  jo  end  no  farther."  Well,  I'ap- 
lauri  all  tno«e  noble  sentiments,  "The  majority 
of  the  committee-'  say  so  and  so.  Some  ot  us 
have  been  on  th ?  majority  slae  of  this  question 
for  two  or  tlir^e  vears,  nd  have  twice 
made  unanipious  reports  in  favor  of  the 
curb.  ''Friends  ot  Boston  Common";  "safer 
for  pedestrians";  "prevent  cesscration."  those 
are  th1  words.  Show  it  up  as  you  go 
a'org  — each  item,  each  propositi  hi.  '  "The 
proposers  of  this  curb  were  the  verv  ones  who 
propose  to  cutoff  a  piece  of  Boston  Comiro' ." 
Prove  it,  my  friend.  I  am  one  of  them.  I  had 
the  honor  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length  to 
say  in  the  gentleman's  o»n  hearing,  and  wunh  he 
approved  in  sentiment,  I  thick, it  not  in  language, 
"Not  one  inch  ot  Boston  Common  with  my  con- 
sent, nor  with  the  consent  of  the  people  of  Ward 
2.  nor  one  inch  with  the  comem  ot  the  people  of 
Ward  6,  nor  one  inch  with  me  consent  of  ;he  peo- 
ple of  War!  4,  nor  one  inch  with  the  cou-enc  of 
the  people  of  Ward  5,  which  i  endeavor,  in  my 
huuiDle  way,  to  represent;  not  one  inch  by  the 
consent  of  (nineteen-twentieth-:  of  the  people  of 
Boston  shall  Boston  Common  be  depleted." 
"Representative'  of  the  people."  my  friend 
says.  W»  pretend  to  be  representatives  of 
the  people;  we  were  eho-eu  to  be  such, 
And  I  trust  we  are.  "Let  one  slice  be 
cut  off,  and  you  and  I,  sii .  will  near  a  voice  from 
the  peoole."  I  adinir  that  sentiment;  it  is  a 
good  one;  I  like  it.  1  think  it  has  a  response  from 
everv  one,  e::  »eoting  only  my  f lieu  I  from  tne  Six- 
teenth Ward.  That  day  "will"  come,  and  we  shall 
live  to  see  a  cart  of  the  Common  cut  off  for 
street  purposes,  but  thar  Mine  has  not  yet  come. 
Therefore  I  say  the  foundation  of  his  aigu- 
nient  is  wrong— that  is.  as  I  under-tand  it, 
his  great  objection  to  a  curb  is  that  it  win  be  an 
innovation  upon  the  Common,  and  tberefoie  he 
proposes  a  fence.  "It  will  be  a  steppiog-stone  to 
the  widening  of  rremontstreec."  Where,  how,  and 
in  what  language  does  ne  prove  it?  Is  there 
proof  here  to  men  of  common  sense  for  such  a 
statement?  The  peopl  will  rise  in  their  dig  city, 
in  thsir  might,  and  oust  from  this  plac-i  tveiy  man 
who  says  take  a  foot  of  Boston  Common  to  widen 
Tremont  street  today;  but  tea  >r  twenty  >ears 
hence,  when  the  demands  ot  commerce  require  it, 
it  may  then  be  widened.  Mr.  Piesident,  Boston 
Common,  it  1634,  wa-  bought  ot  William  Blaxton. 
It  then  contained  forty-eight  acres— and  for 
how  much,  sir?  Thirty  pounds,  and  tne  tax- 
payers of  Boston  were  assessed  si;:  shil- 
ling* each  to  pav  that  tiiirty  pounds.  It  was 
bought,  not  taven  by  gift,  as  many  have  stared 
openly  and  publicly,  and  even  in  the  press;  not 
taken  by  gift,  but  bought  openly  and  paid  tor,  of 
William  Blaxton.  It  was  bought  foi  a  public  pui- 
post.  The  cows  weie  pastured  upon  it  for  years, 
and  then  it  was  used  for  a  training  field;  and 
even,  sir,  up  to  the  year  1812,  cm  annals,  ra*=n  anc 
women,  and  even  two  Quakers,  William  Robinson 
and  Ma.-maduke  StepneosOD,  weie  hange  ■  and 
exectued  theie.  Public  executions  were  had  upon 
that  Common.  Some  1200  or  1300  of  the  trees  were 
pianted ;  thev  had  grown  well  a  od  some  have  lived 
out  their  accustomed  time,  as  mac  does  and  dies. 
When  Mavor  Bigelov.  in  the  tirsi  year  of  nis  of- 
ficial duty,  found  that  rubbish  and  debris  of  all 
kmdi  ban  been  plac-d  on  tie  mails  aod  «aiksof 
that  Common,  he  lia  removed  6000  loads,-of 
that  de.bri?,  and  if  stude  tc  rf  histoiy  will 
pav  attention  to  il.is  they  will  ri  d  the  cause  of 
the  d-cay  of  rcanv  .if  those  trees.  Bui  the  laigii- 
part  of  i he  1200  or  1300  tree5  are  in  existei  ce  to- 
day. Mv  fiiend  has  referred  to  the  elms  aid  to 
those  who  favored  the  destruction  of  then.  I 
think  that  ninety-nine  out  ot  every  hundred 
citizens  of  Boston  today  will  say  it  i;  an  itn- 
proveinei  t  to  Trtmont  street  in  removing  the 
"Paddock  elms."  Many  men  seventy  five 
or  eighty  y.=ars  of  age  who  then  opposed  that  pro- 
sect,  have  since  come  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  aod 
Laid  th -y  were  w  rong,  a  'id  that  it  was  an  improve- 
ment. The  last  vestige  of  that  old  To  y,  Adv"o 
Paddcck— he  who,  thank  God,  being  a  Tory,  was 
compelled  to  Have  with  the  auny  when  Boston 
was"  evacuated  in  1776,  and  then  wen  to  the 
Is'e  of  Jersey  and  there  dieu— the  last  vestige  of 


the  old  Tory  left  Boston  when  the  Paddock  el  ns 
were  taken  down.  In  1836  a  large  iron  fence  »7as 
built  there,  and  it  answered  the  purpose  well  in 
its  day  and  generation.  But,  sir,  whether 
"ruthlessly"  or  ■jthaiwise,  by  oictation  of 
the  City  Government,  that  tence  was  re- 
moved a  few  year:  ago,  so  fai  as  Tiemout  street 
was  concerned,  aud  then  the  question  wis  laised 
whether  sonieihiog  should  n't  be  substituted  in 
its  place.  The  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
nail  the  matter  under  consideration  for  a  consid- 
erable length  of  time,  ano  last  year  they  agreed 
unanimously  to  put  down  a  handsome  curb.  I 
will  gi»re  way,  Mr.  President,  if  any  genTeman  de- 
sires to  move  that  the  subject  be  assigned  to  a 
future  meeting. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17 — I  move  that  further 
consideration  of  the  subjeot  oe  specially  assigned 
for  next  Thursday  eiening  at  eight  and  one  half 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— It  may  be  egotistical  for 
me  to  so  assume,  but  I  think  there  will  not  be 
many  speeches  upon  this  question;  therefore  if 
gentlemen  feel  so,  I  h  >pe  tne  motion  for  a  special 
assignment  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— I  hope  the  matter 
,will  not  be  postponed.  If  postponed  till  another 
evening  it  will  be  a  reconsideration  of  th"  same 
thing.  I  think  every  member  of  theCouicilis 
prepared  10  vote  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  Willcuit— My  object  was  simply  to  allow 
tnose  gentlemen  living  at  a  distance  an  oppor- 
tunity to  go  home.  Wlier.  our  sessions  are  -o  late 
it  is  very  disagreeable  to  ride  home  except  by 
private  conveyance,  which  is  very  exu-nsive. 

Mr.  Parker  ot  Ward  14—1  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  ShhW — I  trust  the  previous  question  will  not 
be  put  at  this  tune.  I  desire  to  state,  sir,  that  a 
unanimous  report  came  in  fiom  the  corumitiee 
*ith  regard  to  tois  inatt-r,  even  the  gentlemen 
win  cow  brings  in  the  minority  report  favoring  it. 
The  report  came  up  ana  the  gentleu  an  from  Ward 
4  [Mr.  Sprague]  asked  me  if  I  would  be  williug,  as 
chairman  oi  the  committee  oj  ibepartof  this 
branch,  to  have  th-  matter  recommitted  for  a 
hearing.  I  told  him  I  would  with  great  pleasure. 
When  he  ma  .e  themotionl  seconded  it  and  agieed 
to  a  public  heating  upon  the  subject.  Idideveiy- 
rhing  that  courtesy  could  demand,  and  now  I  ask 
tbeai  to  stand  by  me  m  this  mattei  and  allow  me 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  sav  what  I  have  to  say. 
Feeling  the  responsibility  of  tnis  matter,  I  ask 
those  gt-DtHmen  co  grant  my  request. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Waid  4—1  was  intending  to  op- 
pose the  p  evi.  us  question.  I  think  both  sides 
should  have  ample  opportunity  to  diicass  tins 
matter.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  speak,  and  if  there  i<"  nor. 
time  now  to  dis  ose  <-t  the  question  that  we  shall 
assign  it  tor  next  Thursday  eveuir.g. 

Mr.  Shaw — As  another  reason,  I  find  upin  my 
desk  plais  and  statements  made  which  are  abso- 
lutely false.  F  om  what  source  they  come  I  don't 
knew — evidently  from  soms  interested  source. 
Therefore  I  hope  that,  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 
iee on  the  part  of  this  oranco,  I  shall  have  a  taiT 
chance. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  lost. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  wpeu  the 
vote- 
Mr.  Shaw— I  call  the  ge  i  tleman  to  order;  he  is 
speaking  out  of  his  place. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  [resuming  his  Dlace]— The  gen- 
tlenan  irom  Ward  5  is  very  smat  on  parliament- 
ary law,  but  I  did  n't  take  occasion  to  trip  him 
up  when  he  was  -peaking  out  ot  order.  It  was 
out  of  courtesy  and  compassion  for  bun  that  I 
did  n't  do  it.  I  move  as  an  amentment  to  the  mo- 
tion to  assign,  that  when  the  vote  is  taker  it  be  at 
9%  P-  M.,  if  not  sooner  reached.  I  hope  that  the 
desate  will  oe  continued  so  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  deliver 
bis  sp-ec'i.  as  if  it  is  ueliv-red  in  broken  pieces  it 
might  rot  have  such  an  effect  upon  the  members 
of  the  Coil'  en  as  it  would  if  delivered  al>  at  one 
time. 

The  mendment  was  adopted  and  the  motion 
to  specially  assign  pievailed— 28  for,  11  agaitst. 

THE  OFFICIAL  BEPOBT. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Noyes  of  Ward  5,  who  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  the  execution  of  the  order  ap- 
proved June  9, 1875,  providing  for  an  official  report 
for  one  vear  f'Oin  July  1,  the  Couuniitee  on 
Punting  be  instructed  i  ot  to  contract  with  any 
firm  a  member  of    which,   or   any  corporation  a 
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stockholder  in  which,  is  a  member  of  either 
branch  o£  the  City  Couucil. 

Mr.  Wads  worth  of  Warn  4 — I  can  only  say  in  re- 
sard  to  chat  'natter  that  I  did  not  happen  to  re- 
ceive any  notification  of  the  meeting:  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  and  I  therefore  cannot  state 
how  the  matter  stands,  and  sbalithave  to  refer  to 
some  of  my  colleagues. 

Mr,  Whitmore  ot  War d  4— There  is  a  propriety 
in  passing  this  order  it  th?  facts  are  as  nated  to 
me;  and  I  hope  some  member  of  the  committee  will 
favoi  ih-s  Council  wirh  a  cleaj-  explanation  or  tbe 
matter  to  whica  ti^e  or.ier  refers.  It  i-  in  regard 
to  the  power  given  thern  to  execute  a  contract  tor 
publishing'  tb.n  report  of  tne  proceedings  of  the 
City  Council.  There  seems  to  have  arisen  some 
complication  .moos:  the  tenders  made,  and  n,  is 
r.ght  and  proper  that  the  committee  should  oe 
instructed  how  to  act.  That  is  the  way  it  has  been 
represented  to  me,  and  I  think  some  member  of 
the  committee  ought  to  state  whether  that  is  cor- 
rect or  not. 

Mr.  Crocket  of  Ward  6 — As  no  member  of  the 
committee  seems  to  make  any  statement  about 
the  facts,  I  will  :  ta' e  very  orieny  what  I  suppose 
to  te  tus  reason  why  that  order  should  be  passed 
to->ight.  It  has  been  stated  in  the  paper?,  and  I 
believe  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  committee  have  voted 
to  give  the  contract  tor  publishing  the.  report  of 
the  proceedings  cf  tbe  Council  to  the  Boston 
Traveller.  It  is  also  a  well-known  fact  ruat 
the  Boston  Traveller  is  published  by  a 
corporation  a'eout  two-thirds  the  stock  of 
which  belongs  to  a  mernbe.1  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  who  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Printing  At  the  la-t  session 
of  the  Legislature  a  r-tatute  [chapter  232]  was 
passed,  providing  th'-it  "No  person  shall  De  inter- 
ested in  a  private  capacity,  either  diiecdy  or  in- 
directly, in  any  contract  or  agreement  wherein  a 
city  is  a  party  interested,  if  he  be  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  of  said  city,  or  of  either  bra  ch 
thereof;  and  if  said  contract  or  agreement  be 
made  bv  said  Cit}  Council  or  either  branch  there- 
of, or  by  authority  deriv-  d  therefrom." 

i  believe  the  City  Solicitous  of  opinion  that,  tech- 
nically the  statute  does  not  cover  this  case.  But 
there  is  no  doubt  that  if  that;  me  Tiber  ot  the  Board 
ot  Aide*  men  owned  his  two-thuds  interest  in  the 
newspaper  by  a  partnership,  be  would  be  within 
the  statute.  As  it  stands  toe  ay,  according  to  the 
returns  ma  e  ar,  the  State  House,  on  the  19th  in- 
stant, he  owes  nearly  two-th3,''ds  of  tnj  stock. 
The  City  Solicitor  is  of  the  opinion  that  technical- 
ly the  case  does  not  strictly  come  within  the  stat- 
ute; but  it  is  plain  to  me  that  it  comes 
within  the  mischief  which  the  statute  was 
intended  to  prevent,  viz.,  that  members  of 
the  City  Government  should  not  make  contracts 
with  the  City  Government  wherein  they  aie  pri- 
vately interested,  and  should  not  make  mo^ev  by 
doing  city  business.  It  is  evident  that  tbe  gen- 
tleman would  make  just  as  much  money  out  of 
Ihis  contract,  whether  he  stuod  as  the  owner  of 
t»'0-thir.is  of  the  stock  ot  a  corporation  publish- 
ing the  Traveller  ot  as  a  joint  owner  with  at-?o- 
thirds  interest;.  For  that  reason,  it  seems  plain  t<> 
me  that  this  is  something  in  which  the  Council 
ouerht  to  interfere.  I  understand  tne  gentleman 
who  has  spokeu  [Mr.  Wadsworth]  received  no 
notice  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee 
at  which  the  bids  were  opened;  that  the 
meeting  was  held  aad  tne  vote  uasseo,  and  ihis 
member  of  tbe  Boaid  of  Aloerme — I  don't  know 
whether  he  voted  or  net — wa«  present  and  acted. 
It  seems  to  me  that  under  th^se  circumstances  it 
is  evident  that  t  e  City  Govern  uent  ought  to  iu- 
teifere.  It  has  been  declared  against  public  poli- 
cy by  the  Legi-lattire,  it  is  the  opinion  of  t\x-  p  o- 
ple  generally,  that  members  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment ought  uot  to  bs  inter'^steo  in  contracts  for 
city  business.  It  this  case  does  not  come  strictly 
within  the  law.  it  is  a  technical  quibble.  If  ,ie 
can  rvade  ihe  letter  of  the  law  in  this 
case— ot  wuico.  there  i--  grave  doubt  in  my 
niiud— >-e  should  pre'veal  the l;-w  from  being  evad- 
ed. If  this  is  done  now,  it  will  be  a  simple  mat- 
ter to  evade  tbe  law  hereafter,  and  auvonewbo 
wants  auy  city  business  cam  fo  m  a  c  rpoiatioj, 
own  all  the  stock,  fill  all  the  offices  and  take  all 
tbe  contracts.  It  is  a  matter  of  gi-et.t  public  in- 
terest th?.t  such  an  evasion  of  the  law  should  be 
stopped  at  the  verv  beginning.  I  understand, 
moreover — and  it  serves  to  illustrate  the  (..anger  or 
this  t  jing— that  there  were  two  bids  one  from  the 
boston  Tiaveller  10  "publish  an  abstract  of  tne 
proceedings  of  tbe  Couucil  for  the  year"  for  a 
round  sum  of  $5000. and  one  from  theBoston  Trail  - 


scriot  to  publish  it  at  so  much  per  column,  and 
that  tne  coon  mittee  have  apparently  consiaeied  the 
Traveller's  bid  tbe  lower  o"  e,  because  it  named  l 
sum  less  than  the  amouct  authorized  in  the  vote.  It 
must  be  evident  to  gentlemen  tnatthe  proposition 
amounted  to  nothing  as  a  proposal  for  tbe  con- 
tract. All  the  papers  of  Boston  have  published, 
and  will  next  year  continue  to  publish,  abstracts 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council,  whether  paid 
for  it  or  not;  and  tbe  Traveller  will  pub- 
lisa  an  abstract  next  year,  whether  paid  for 
it  or  not.  It  is  a  matter  ot  public  duty  for 
them  to  do  so.  If  tee  committee  nave  accept- 
ed a  proposal  of  that  sore,  there  is  ?„n  ad- 
ditional r^-a  on  for  mt  rttnug.  I  had  thought  of 
offering  an  order  asking  fo-  i.  iortnation  from  tbe 
committee  on  these  poinds;  but  it  seems  to  me  we 
go  rar  e.nougn  in  oassing  the  order  that  has  been 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  and  di- 
recting the  committee  i  ot  to  make  a  contract 
which,  if  not  «it.hin  the  letter  of  the  statute,  is 
certainly  contrary  to  its  whole  spirit. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — The  matter  of  awarding 
the  right  or  duty  ot  publishing  the;u  reports 
se-ms  always  to  have  betn  a  mysterious  affair. 
AVhde  I  do  not  ocject  to  this  order  as  offered,  it 
might  be  well  : or  the  Council  to  understand  that 
it  will  leave  Dot  one  bidder  in  the  field  for  this 
contract,  which  a  ks  thv.  highest  amouot  for  tbe 
services  to  be  rendered.  Whether  or  not  the  com- 
mittee did  light  in  restricting  bids  in  me  manner 
they  did,  it  is  of  cource  for  them  to  decide.  Last 
year,  if  I  am  correctly  infoimed,  the  committee 
threw  out  a  bid  of  the  Boston  Advertiser  for  the 
publication  of  tbe  report-,  which  was  the  lowest 
made,  but  which  tbe  committee  were  not  aware  of 
on  account  of  not  knowing  the  nature  of  the  type 
in  which  it  was  to  be  published. 

Mr.  JSfoye;— Tint  was  tne  Globe. 

Mr.  Howes — No,  it  was  another  matter.  Whiie 
the  Advertiser's  bid  was  relatively  lower,  It  was 
thrown  out  bv  the  committee.  Still,  on  this  pres- 
ent subject,  the  only  question  is,  shall  the  bid- 
ding l-e  restricted  to' one  i  ewspaper? 

Mr.  Duggan  of  Waid5— As  a  member  cf  the 
Committee  oo  Printing.  I  was  notified  to  a  ft -nil  a 
meeting  of  the  commit'ee  fa  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. The  proposals  had  been  advertised  for.  aid 
at  the  meeting  of  the  committee  two  pr  posals 
were  receive^,  one  from  the  Trauscrip.  aim  one 
from  the  Evening  Traveller  Publishing  Comoany. 
On  opening  tne  bids,  it  was  tou  d  that  the  Trav- 
eller proposep  for  $5000  to  give  as  full  a  report 
as  is  now  published  bv  in--  Transcript.  he 
Evenirg  Transcript's  r;id  was  §10  per  column  of 
231  lines.  The  subject  was  debated  ia  committee 
an-:  vith  the  Suaenntecdsnt  of  Printing;  the 
matter  was  goiv  over  an:i  the  committee  took 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  Traveller's  bid 
was  tue  lowest,  and  consequent^  it  w;is  oui  duty, 
as  aembers  ot  the  committee,  to  gi,e  the  print- 
ing of  the  proceedings  to  th  lowest  bidder.  The 
committee  c id  so  and  agreed  to  make  a  coitract 
with  the  Traveller  Company-  for  the  printing  of 
the  proceeding'  of  the  council  tor  one  year,  they 
agreeing  to  give  the  same  report  exactly  as  the 
Transcript  now  gives,  for  the  sun  of  §5000. 

Mr.  Clock er  ot  Ward  6 — I  would  lik»  to  ask 
whetner  the  written  proposal  or  the  Travel'  r.  as 
presentei  to  the  commute -,  contained  the.  state- 
ment that  the  report  should  be  as  full  as  that  now 
made  by  the  Transcript,  or  was  iber-  a  suppler 
ui'iifiry  ;  tateuient  to  that  effect  made  by  the  Al- 
derman after  the  committee  met? 

Mi.  Duggan  of  Ward  5—  If  I  iccollect  aright, 
the  gentleman  state!  verbally  that  fhe  report 
would  be  as  lull,  and  the  ch  tirmaii  stated  that  the 
contract  fhouid  be  just  av  strong  as  the  oue  made 
with  the  Tianscript  last  year,  and  that  the  leport 
slifflild  be  as  full  and  publi  bed  ii  the  same  uian- 
neposnow.  The  commit' e?  will  have  power  to 
break  th^  contract  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Crocker— The  remarks  of  the  ge  tleman 
CO' vince  me  that  I  was  right,  and  cmn:ru  tbe 
idea  I  had  of  the  extremely  bad  policy  of  .<  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  contracting  with  himself. 
It  seems  to  me  that  lie  out  in  a  proposal  before 
that  committee  which  was  no  proposal  at  all.  It 
was,  in  geneial  terms,  for  an  abstract:  and,  after 
the  pioposals  were  offered,  he  seeing  that  he 
had  n't -tated  enough  to  entitle  him  to  ,iny  con- 
tract at  all.  added  enough  verbally  to  cany  his 
case.  AftC'  the  proposals  were  opened,  lie 
made  bis  the  lowest  bid.  That  is  evi- 
dently and  plainly  an  atta>  iou-  way  of  doing 
things,  for  a  member  of  a  committee,  after  ad- 
vertising for  proposals  and  opening  them— one  :>f 
yvnich  he  substantially   presented  himself—  ir>  go 
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and  alter  his  proposal,  which  was  not  the  lowest, 
and  then  have  it  accepted,  perhaps  by  his  own 
vote. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15— In  justice  to  that 
Alderman,  I  wisli  to  say  that  he  took  no  active 
part  at  all  in  the  buuiuess  of  that  meeting  apper- 
taining to  the  contract.  He  did  not  vote ;  he  simply 
answered  questions  asked  biui  by  other  members 
of  the  jcmmittee.  Injustice  to  him  I  would  say 
he  did  not  take  any  part  at,  all  in  relation  to  the 
contract,  which  was  awarded  simply  that  they 
should  furnish  ?.nd  print  a  copv  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  ttie  various  meetings,  similar  to  the  re- 
ports alieady  made  by  the  Transciipt.  I  ihiuk 
that  wad  stated ;  I  am"  quite  positive,  of  it.  Fui- 
therniore,  they  were  to  furnish  300  copies,  such  as 
we  receive  now,  and  all  to  be  incluued  in  that 
price.  After  the  bios  were  opened  the  Aldet  man 
stated  that  he  did  not  know  the  sum  named  in  the 
Traveller  bid.  It  was  made  by  the  business  man- 
ager, who  staced  that  the  Alderman  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  it  until  it  was  read  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G — I  am  in  some  doubt 
what  is  the  best  course  to  pursue  in  this  matter. 
The  order  I  intended  to  offer  was  this: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  in- 
structed, before  signing  a  contract  for  publishing 
the  reports  of  proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  to 
report  in  foil  what  proposals  theretor  they  have 
reeeived,  which  of  such  proposal.',  if  any,  they 
have  accepted,  and  what  contract  for  such  publi- 
cation they  propose  to  make. 

If  it  is  desirable  for  the  Couucil  to  go  into  these 
facts  I  would  offer  that  as  a  substitute.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
is  laigeiy  interested  in  the  Boston  Traveller, 
and  a  member  of  the  City  Government  at  the 
same  time,  is  sufficient  to  lead  us,  without  fuither 
confederation  of  ttie^e  other  matters,  to  vote  that 
the  contract  shall  not  be  given  to  *hat  paper.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  should  be  our  policy.  I 
think  we  are  prepared  to  vote  now  and  here  that 
we  will  not  give  the  contract  to  him,  whether  it  goes 
to  the  Transcript  or  not.  It  seems  that  the  Tran- 
script is  the  only  otner  party  making  a  proposal, 
and  I  think,  if  investigated  into,  it  will  oe  found 
that  it  was  the  only  oue  in  wiiting  that  wasm  such 
a  shape  that  it  could  be  accepted,  Tf  the  Council 
desire  to  go  into  this  matter,  it  might  oe  done  by 
the  order  I  have  prepare  1.  But  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil are  prepared  to  vote  that  th<v  don't  want  the 
statutes  evaded  ic  this  wav,  and  that  tne  contract 
shall  not  be  awarded  to  the  Traveller,  whatever 
mav  be  the  result. 

Mr.  Whitmote  of  Ward  4-1  rise  simply  to  sec- 
ond the  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  and  for  the  puipose  of  having  it  go  forth 
that  there  is  a  tee'ing  in  this  Council  that  an  im- 
proper act  lias  be;-n  committed.  I  think  no  one 
will  accuse  me  of  collusion  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  in  this  matter;  but  I  think  I  speak 
the  ;  entnnents  of  ill  present  in  saying  that  we 
did  rot  expect  an  Alderman  of  the  city  of  Boston 
would  seek  by  a  legal  quibble  to  pass  upon  public 
business  in  wh'ch  he  nad  ao  interest  apart  fiom 
thatoftae  citv  of  Boston.  I  had  supposed  the 
statute  covered  '.very  conceivable  case;  if 
I  am  wrong,  and  t;ie  statute  is  so  drawn  i.s  to 
enable  him  to  evade  it,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  be  (ione.  If  the  facts  are  as  reoie«enied, 
I  hope  the  matter  « ill  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  id  consider  rhether  the  law 
can  be  amended.  The  law  was  amended  this  year, 
and  if  has  been  so  easily  evaded,  I  move  ch;.t  the 
Committee  on  Orai<  aiices  ce  reouested  to  con- 
sider whether  any  change  in  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  on  this  subject  is  desirable.  I  ihhik 
we  should  oee  whether  the  statutes  are  def  ective 
upon  that  point. 

The  President  ruled  th?tthe  motion  wac  in  the 
nature  of  t.  sep  irate  order  and  should  be  off' ted 
separately. 

Mr.  Perdi  s  of  Ward  16—1  hote  this  oiler  will 
pass.  This  is  uot  the  first  time  the  Boston  Trav- 
eller has  tried  to  get  business  from  the  City  Gov- 
ernment; they  have  been  receiving  pay  from  ihs 
city  for  advertising  for  the  last  eighteen  months, 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  this  older  introduced. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  I  wish  to  ask  one 
question  for  information.  This  is  entirely  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Council,  a*  I  understand  it. 
The  Committee  on  Printing  liave  powet  to  do 
wnat  they  please  in  this  matter,  and  if  they  have 
done  'long  it  is  the  fault  of  this  Council.  I  think 
it  shows  a  necessity  for  some  amendment  of  the 
ordinances,  so  that  no  contract  made  b>  a  com- 
mittee   shall   be    binding  on  the  city  unless  con- 


firmed by  the  City  Council.  If  such  an  ordi- 
nance as  that  be  passed  it  will  prevent 
a  repetition  of  anything  that  tne  Council 
might  object  to.  We  ought  not  to  allow  commit- 
tees to  make  such  contracts.  I  should  like  to  ask 
one  question  of  tfte  members  of  the  committee, 
and  that  is  whether  they  conquered  whether  the 
paper  they  gave  that  contract  to  had  tne  larger 
circulation  in  the  city  of  Boston?  The  reporting 
and  publishing  of  the  proceedings  of  the  City 
Government  is  n't  so  much  for  the  members— how- 
ever much  we  may  like  to  see  our  speeches  in 
print — as  it  is  that  the  citizens  shall  know  what 
their  representatives  are  doing.  I  have  no  doubt 
a  simple  abstiact  of  the  speeches,  including 
my  own,  would  he  much  better  than  ver- 
batim reports.  The  fact  thf.t  one  paper  offers  to 
do  the  business  foi  $6000  3ud  another  for  $5000 
does  not  make  the  latter  the  lower  bidder.  A  pa- 
per with  a  circulation  of  two  oi  three  thousand 
may  offer  to  do  the  business  for  $2000  or  $3000, 
while  an  offer  for  $6000  from  a  papet  having  a  cir- 
culation of  9000  oi  10,000  would  be  much  cheaper. 
What  I  want  to  kuos?  is  if  the  members  of  the 
committee  contrasted  th^  circulation  of  those  two 
papers  in  the  city,  and  if  they  bas-d  their  vote 
upon  that,  or  simpiyupoo  the  amount  of  monpy  in- 
volved. As  I  understand  it,  the  Transcript  con- 
tracts to  publish  the  rejjoits  at  so  much  per  col- 
umn until  the  $6000  is  exhuisted,  and  then  do 
the  work  right  along  Mthout  receiving  any  more 
—so  that  if,  at  the  rate  of  $10  a  column,  the  $6000 
i:;  exhausted  by  the  1st  of  October,  they  guarantee 
to  perform  i he  work  right  along,  and  receive  no 
moie  than  $6000.  I  have  been  inforaed  that  that 
is  so. 

Mr.  Kingsburv — It  is. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— A  member  of  the  committee 
says  it  is  so.  Then  it  makes  a  very  grt»c  diffei- 
ence,  and  I  ihink  it  is  a  very  material  point  for 
the  committee  to  consider  the  circulation  of  the 
two  papers,  for  it  is  for  the  edification  of  the  citi- 
zens-of  Boston  mat  these  reports  are  published. 
[Pause.]  Not  a  single  member  of  the  committee 
can  answer  it,  and  1  take  it  for  granted,  therefore, 
that  tbtv  are  ignorant  of  it. 

Mr.  Kiogsbury  of  Ward  15—1  would  say  that  1 
am  persoi  ally  ignorant  of  the  circulation  of  the 
two  papers ;  and  while  I  am  up  I  will  give  the  ba- 
sis wnich  the  committee  had  to  work  upon.  The 
Traveller  Printing  Company,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  stated,  agreed  to  do  the  printing  for 
the  :um  of  $5000;  the  Transcript  agteed  to  do  the 
printing  for  $10  for  each  column  of  231  lines,  and 
furnish  300  printed  i eports  such  as  the  members 
now  receive,  and  the  amount  was  limited  to  $6000. 
The  Transcript  appropriation,  I  undei stand, 
was  exhausted  sodp  time  during  the  month 
of  March,  and  since  that  time  they  have  reported 
the  proceedings  at  their  own  expense.  Taking 
that  as  a  criterion,  the  expens?  of  printing  the  re- 
port" nrxt  year  would  amount  to  something  like 
$7000 — at  anv  rate  it  would  exhtust  the  entire  a:- 
j.ro Dilation  of  $6000;  and  as  the  Traveller  pro- 
posed to  do  the  same  work  f o  •  $5000, 1,  as  one  of 
the  committee,  thought  I  was  in  duiybourdto 
give  +he  contract  to  that  paper. 

The  oider  was  read  twice  and  parsed.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  R. 
Holcres,  to  fc»  p?.id  lor  injuries  done  to  his  horse 
by  tne  breaking  of  the  culvert  on  Heath  street. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— Petition  of  Company 
K,  First  Regiment. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Sant 
up. 

WIDENING  OF  PEAEL   STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Street  Coj;mis-ioners  transmit. ing  a  lesolve 
fend  order  for  the  widening ot  Pearl srr?et,between 
Franklin  and  High  streets,  by  taking  lano  of 
Emma  Caswell,  Edward  Brooks,  Alexander 
Strong,  heirs  of  William  Butrage  and  Josiah  M. 
and  Freuerick  Jones,  at  an  adjudged  expense  of 
$31,613  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
Sent  up. 

STORAGE  BASIN  IN   MYSTIC  VALLEY. 

The  following  was  received,  referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Water  and  sent  up  — 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston— The  Mys;,' .-.  Wa- 
ter Board,  who  werft  diiected  by  an  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  Mav  19,  1875.  to  consider  and  re- 
port what  actio  i  should  be  iaken  by  the  city  on 
chapter  400  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1874,  being  an 
act  to  establish  a  storage  reservoir  iD  the  Mystic 
Valley;   also,  chaptei  202  of   the  act?  of   the  year 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


1875,  being  an  act  to  authorize  the  city  of  Boston 
to  consrruct  a  sewer  in  the  Mjstic  Valley,  beg 
leave  to  report — 

That,  after  careful  consideration  of  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  ana  a  consultation  with,  the 
City  Solicitor,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  act  cf  1874,  chapter  400,  and 
the  act  of  1875,  chapter  202,  should  both 
be  accepted  by  tne  City  CouDcil,  and 
tbs>t  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  Valley  should  be  con- 
structed with  as  little  delay  as  possibls.  They 
have  requested  the  City  Engineer  to  make  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  of  two  systems  of  sewers  tor 
preserving  the  purity  of  the  Mystic  Pond  water — 
one  of  sufficient  size  to  take  away  the  impurities 
wnich  now  discharge  into  Mystic  Pood,  the  other 
of  size  sufficient  to  include  the  drainage  of  the 
towns  of  Woburn  and  Winchester — and  they  an- 
nex for  the  information  ot  the  Council  the  Engi- 
neer's repoit. 

The  board  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  tbat  the 
smaller  sewer,— the  lines  of  which  correspond  with 
tbe  plan  wbicb  they  presented  to  the  City  Council 
in  City  Document  No.  94,— if  builc,  will  accomplish 
the  object  sought,  viz.,  tbe  purification  of  the 
water  of  Mystic  pond,  and  they  respectfullv  re- 
quest that  the  City  Council  will  pass  the  oecessary 
orders  to  authorize  them  to  construct  sucd  a 
sewer. 

In  regard  to  the  construction  of  storage  reser- 
voirs under  tbe  act  of  1874,  they  have  to  report 
that  several  plans  and  estimates  have  been  pre- 
pared by  the  City  Engineer  and  considered  by  the 
board.  Tbev  thiuk  favorably  of  one  of  the  plans, 
which  proposes  the  iaising    of    Horn  Pond  at  an 

estimated  cost  of as  a  beginning,  and  after 

tbe  experience  of  last  winter  are  quite  sure  that 
a  portion  at  least  of  the  water  which  now 
runs  to  waste  should  be  saved.  Tbeie  is 
liability  of  its  being  needed,  and  besides  this, 
additional  storage  will  unquestionably  improve 
tbe  quaUty  of  the  water.  The  most  important 
matter  is  rbe  construction  of  a  sewer  which  should 
be  commenced  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and 
after  that  the  construction  of  one  ot  the  storage 
basins  should  follow. 

They  again  respectfullv  urge  the   passasre   of 
orders  authorizing  them  to  a;o  on  with  the  build- 
ing of  a  sewer  such  as  thev  have  recommended. 
For  the  Mystic  Water  Board, 

Timothy  T.  Sawyer,  President. 

Cliarlestown,  June  24, 1875. 

Office  of  the  City  Engineer,  ) 

City  HCall,  Boston,  June  4, 1875.     ) 

T.  T.  Sawyer,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board:  Sii — Incompliance  with,  the  vote 
of  Mav  27,  of  your  board,  I  have  niadn  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  two  >ystems  of  sewers  for  pieserv- 
ing  the  purity  of  the  Mystic-Pond  wat«r;— "One 
of  sufficieut  size  to  take  away  tbe  impurities  which 
now  discharge  into  Mystic  Pond,  the  other  of  size 
sufficient  to  include  the  dtainag-  of  the  townc  of 
Woouru  and  Winchester,"  and  beieiu  present  the 
results  for  your  consideration. 

The  general  character  of  the  sewers  and  drains 
and  their  sizes  were  discussed  at  the  meeting  of 
May  27.  and  it  is  not  necessary  therefore  to  give 
detailed  descriptions  here. 

Both  systems  are  to  have  their  outfall  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  lower  Mvscic  Pood,  as  provided, 
in  the  Legislative  act. 

The  cost  of  the  system  of  smaller  sized  seweis 
and  drams  is  estimated  at  $205,000. 

ibis  system  is  of  capacity  to  provide  not  only 
for  the  present  discharge  from  the  various  tan- 
neries ard  other  manufactories,  but  also  for  a 
considerable  future  inciease. 

The  estimate  is  based  upon  the  use  of  bricks  for 
the  main  sewer  and  stouewate  pipes  for  the 
bra  oches. 

The  lines  of  the  sewers  correspond  with  those 
shown  on  th3  mip  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  Doaue, 
Dut  the  diameteis  of  the  branches  are  somewhat 
greater. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  large i  system  is 
§530,000. 

In  tliis  syst?m  the  drainage  of  Stouehain.  East 
Woburn,  Woburn  Centre  and  Cummingsville  is 
carried  to  Winchester  in  bratch  sewers  (built 
with  brick)  and  fiom  there  conducted  to  the  lotver 
Mystic  in  a  main  sewer  aix  feet  diameter. 

Should  the  above  towns  and  villages  carry  out 
a  system  of  drainage,  towu  mains,  to  connect 
with  the  branches  above  mentioned  will  be  re- 
quired, but  it  is  thought  these  should  be  con- 
structed at  tne  expense  of  the  to^ns. 

To  dispose  of  the  discharge  from  the  manufac- 
tories, either  the  brooks  leading  from  them  may 


be  emptied  into  the  branch  sewers,  or  pipe  drains 
may  be  laid  for  the  purpose. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  P.  Davis,  City  Engineer. 

monument  at  yorktown. 

The  fallowing,  presented  oy  Mr.  Kimball  of 
Ward  6,  was  refenert  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  Peabody  of 
Ward  9,  ano  Felt  of  Ward  11,  witn  such  as  the 
Aldermen  may  joiD,  and  sent  up: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council :  GentlemeD 
— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  com- 
munication irora  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  a  son  of 
Massachusetts,  and  tormsily  s,  citizen  of  Boston, 
suggesting  tbe  propriety  of  some  action  at  this 
tim-  on  the  part  of  the  City  Government  to  le- 
deem  the  p  edge  made  by  Congress  on  the  29th  of 
October,  1781,  to  build  a  monument  at  Yorktown, 
Va..  commemorative  of  the  great  victory  which 
secured  the  recognition  of  our  independence. 

I  cannot  but  think  that  in  the  national  enthusi- 
asm attending  this  centennial  period,  the  people 
of  this  country  will  expect  Congress  t<  redeem 
tbe  pie  lee  solemnly  givea  in  1781.  And  it  would 
seem  to  be  fitting  that  Boston,  a*  having  within 
its  limits  the  mar.ument  commemorating  the  first 
pitched  battle  of  the  Revolution,  at  Bunker  Hill, 
should  be  foremost  and  earnest  in  its  endeavors 
to  secure  the  erection  of  a  like  memorial  of  the 
last  and  crowning  battle  at  Yorktown,  Ya.  The 
most  obvious  method  would  aopear  to  be  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress,  with  the  expectation  that  other 
cities,  and  the  whole  country,  will  cord'ally  unite 
with  us  ro  such  an  effoif  to  secure  an  object  so 
appropriate  and  desirable.  Some  action  on  our 
part  in  this  direction,  whether  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed or  any  other,  I  should  regard  as  a  natural 
sequel  to  our  own  recent  celebration,  in  which  we 
had  the  happiness  of  uniting  fraternally  with  our 
fellow  citizens  from  all  sections  of  the  country  in 
commemorating  the  illustrious  deeds  of  our 
fathers,  and  their's,  a  hundred  years  ago. 

I  commend  the  subject  to  vour  respectful  con- 
sideration. Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 
Newport,  R.  I.,  June  22, 1S75. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Mayoi — The  ceremonies  for  rhe 
cooteunia)  celebration  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
have  been  appropriately  closed  by  a  solemn  and 
affsctiouate  tare  well  to*  the  military  guests  from 
Virginia.  It  brings  to  mind  the  years  wbe::  dur- 
ing the  sever?  trials  of  Massachusetts,  that  an- 
cient Commonwealth,  always  and  ever  at  the 
right  moment  gave  to  her  sister  colooy  her 
heartiest,  and  firmest,  and  most  needet  support, 
and  when  the  two  were  bound  together  by  the 
undying  patriotism  that  swings  from  the  love 
of  freedom  and  of  mau. 

You  have  renewed  with  her  representatives  the 
old  and  intimate  uuion  between  the  States;  but 
the  flowers,  which  profusely  decorated  youi 
streets  while  tney  were  with*  you.  have  faded 
away;  you*-  living  words  of  friendship  were  in- 
tiusted  to  the  air,  but  the  memo/ y  of  vhat  you 
have  done  ought  to  be  perpetuated  by  an  endur- 
ine  monument.  The  counterpart  otthe  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill  is  fouud  at  Yorktown.  Our  peo- 
ple retired  from  Bunkei  Hill  after  a 
glorious  and  effective  resistance;  tbe  vic- 
tors at  Yorktown  achieved  by  the  uniled 
toices  of  Virginia,  New  England  and  the 
intermediate  States,  and  our  heroic  a;  d  ffeueroas 
allies,  was  tlu  signal  for  the  enemy  to  retire  fiom 
the  unnatural  conflict  vhieh  tli.-y  had  provoked; 
«o  thar  the  giving  up  of  the  sword  ot  the  British 
coinrnauder  and  the  surrender  ot  his  army  to  the 
great  Virginian,  the  great  Ame.ica  .  the  ben  rep- 
resentative of  bis  country  n  i  Ins  century,  was 
nanpilv  the  perfected  triumph  af  peace.  The  one 
great  event  was  corn  jleted  by  the  other.  On 
Bunker  Hill  vou  have  raised  the  comn  emorative 
column  and  status:  on  the  29th  of  Oetobei .  17S1, 
Congress  pledged  to  the  victorious  army,  to 
France,  to  America,  to  rhe  world,  that  the  nation 
should  bti'Ul  at  Yorktown  a  monument  of  marole 
with  emblems  of  our  great  alliance  to  keep  fiesh 
in  memory  the  all-d.-cisive  successes  which  had 
been  aobievad. 

Let  the  occasion  of  your  centennial  he  taken  to 
redeem  that  pledge,  by  which  you  and  all  of  us, 
even  village  and  every  city  and  every  State,  are 
engaged. 

Bunker  Hill  l*  now  within  the  pre.  i  ots  of  Bos- 
ton. How  the  Union  would  respond  to  your  City 
Government  if  it  would  requ  st  Congress  to  ie- 
deem  the  public  faith  1  y  fulfilling  the  promise 
of  oik  fathers.  A  shadow  will"  oe  thrown 
over     the     coming     centennial     at     Yorkto.rn. 


JUNE       34, 


1875. 
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if,  when  we  meet  on  that  spot,  their  word  shall 
not  yet  have  been  honored. 

If  I  need  to  offer  any  apology  for  addiess- 
int  you  on  this  occasion,  I  can  only  plead  that  1 
am  a  native  of  Massachusetts;  that  I  was  for 
many  years  a  cinzen  of  Boston,  and  that  of  those 
who  were  commissioned  to  speak,  whether  at  the 
semi-centeinial  of  Bunker  Hill  battle,  or  the  lay- 
ing the  coiner  ctone,   or   the   completion  of    the 


monument,  I  (selected,  to  be  sure,  only  as  a  re- 
serve) alone  remain  alive  to  express  what  would 
have  been  the  praver  of  tbem  all  not  less  than  my 
own.  I  remain,  my  dear  Mr.  Mayor, 

Most  sinceiely  yours, 

George  Bancroft. 
To  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Bostou. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    36,    1675. 


Regular  meetiug  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  AUnr- 
nuvii  Claik,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DBAWK. 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
July  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court,  and 
nine  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  (or  tlie  Cbarle  - 
town  Municipal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Special  Police  Officus— J  mes  D.  Percival, 
Derby  and  Clifton  places  and  the  vicinity  ;  Norton 
Folsom,  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Police  Officers— Frank  H.  Carey,  Michael  F. 
Kelly,  Albeit  M.  Haie.  Oilaudo  C.  Riley,  Joseph 
M.Rock,  Edmund  W.  Slack,  George  a.  Tarbell, 
Daniel  W.Carey.  John  Walsh,  Jacob  G.  Rubv, 
Charles  H.  Kallev,  Hanihu  W.  Calder,  Joseph  H. 
Rankin,  Gsorge  W.  Witham,  Charles  D.  Heiishaw, 
Morrill  G.  Curtis,  Lowell  M.  Stevenson,  Albeit  N. 
Bates. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  '■■.&<- 
tin  Hayes,  tor  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build 
on  laud  on  Albauy,  corner  ot  East  Newton  street. 

Richard  L<  edsi  for  extension  of  time  in  which 
to  build  on  land  on  corner  of  Albany  and  Siiaron 
stieets. 

To  Vie  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Requests  of  School  Comiuitti  e  that  additional 
laoa  De  purchased  Cor  the  Eliot  High  School, 
Ward  17;  for  an  additional  primary  schoolhouse 
in  the  Sherwin  District;  that  accommodations  be 
provided  for  a  high  .  ohool  at  East  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Lewis  Rice  &  Son, 
for  leave  to  maintain  his  lamps  on  the  front  of 
the  American  House. 

John  T.  Willey  et  al.,  that  a  lamp  projecting 
fion.  the  Creighton  House  be  allowed  to   remain. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  C.  S.  Blood  & 
Co.,  for  license  as  auctioneers  at  219  Broadway. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  Maurice  Lynch,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  jrick  stable  fo r  one  horse,  on  Fai  well  avenue. 

Stephen  J.  Moulton,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  tso  horses,  on  Highland 
avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds.  Henry  W.  Williams  et  al..  for  removal 
of  a  builuing  recently  placed  on  the  Public  Gar- 
den for  exhibition  of  a  camera  o'cscuia;  and  peti- 
tion of  C.  J.  Muiiill  in  aid  of  same,  citing  statutes 
on  the  subject. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  James  Allen  et 
al.,  for  sewer  in  portion  of  Maveiiok  street,  East 
Boston. 

(t.  E.  Todd  et  al.,  that  a  sever  tie  constructed  in 
WoodJine street, Dorchester  avenue;  and  John  B. 
Tatt  et  al.,  that  the  construction  of  the  Pleasant- 
rtreet  sewer  in  Ward  16  be  deferred  for  one  year. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
Edgestones  and  Brick  Sidewalks— John  J.  Wil- 
liaais,  at  138C  Washington  street. 

Petitions  tor  Edgestones—  William  Lind,  at  29 
Hammond  park;  C.  B.  Cabot,  at  her  etateon 
Greeuough  avenue. 

Petitions  for  Leave  to  Move  Wooden  Buildings — 
John  A.  Sanborn,  from  Winthrop  street,  Ward 20, 
through  Winthrop,  Lexington  and  Medford 
streets  to  Medford  street;  W.  R.  Cavanagh,  from 
Boston  street,  Ward  16,  to  Boston  street,  near  Dor- 
chester avinue,  Ward  12. 

Petitions  for  Brick  Sir'ewalk — Harvey  Carpenter 
et  al.,  Baldwin  street,  near  Main  strs'et,  Charles- 
town;  W.  H.Duircll,  Ferdinand  street, trrm  Pied- 
mont to  Fayette  stiert. 

Brookline  Water  Commissioners,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  line  of  telegraph  through  a  portion  of 
West  Roxbury. 

Charle-R.  Train  et  al.,  that  the  city  p;y  apart 
of  expense  ot  watering  Marlborough  street,  be- 
tween Exeter  and  Fairfield  streets. 

Daniel  McLaughlin,  tor  extension  ot  time  of 
closing  North  Mai  gin  street. 

William  Macoinber,  executor,  to  De  paid  tor 
grade  damages,  at  39  Second  street. 


Edward  J.  Jones  et  al.,  that  the  city  contribute 
to  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Northampton  street, 
between  Tremont   street  and  Columbus  avenue. 

James  Tucker  et  al.,  that  a  portion  of  Washing- 
ton street, Ward  16,  be  sprinkled  with  fresh  water, 
and  partly  .-it  cost  of  the  city. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Bridires  to  contract 
for  rebuilding  M-kten  Bridgt,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  .1:75,000.    Passed. 

Ord  ■!•  tor  the  Committee  on  Bridges  to  contract 
for  rebuilding  the  oraw  and  repairing  the  piers  of 
Meridian-street  Bridge,  at  an  expense  net  exceed- 
ing 87000.    Passed. 

PAPERS       FROM       THE       COMMON       COUNCIL       FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  of  R.Holmes  and  Cu.  K,  Fhst  Regi- 
ment.   Referred. 

Certificate  ot  election  of  Benjamin  Dean  as  a 
Director  for  Public  institutions,  in  place  of  Na- 
thaniel Adams,  chosen  bv  this  Board.  The  Board 
proceeded  ,,0  ballot.  Aldermen  Viles  and  O'Brien 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Nathaniel  Adams .4 

Benjamin  Dean ..,% 

And  Mr.  Dean  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

A  report  of  Mystic  Water  Board  lecoin-nending 
the  construction  of  storage  basins  and  n  sewer  in 
connection  with  Mystic  Water  Works  came  uo 
referred  to  Committee  ou  Wattr. 

a  resolve  aud  order  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  widen  Peail  Street,  between  Franklin  and  High 
streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $31,613,  came  up 
referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Con- 
curred. 

A  communication  f.om  the  Mayor,  suggesting 
an  application  to  Congress  foi  the  fulfilment  of. 
the  promise  to  erect  a  monumei.t  on  thy  revolu- 
tion ary  battle  field  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  came  uo, 
v/ub  appointmeEt  of  Messrs.  Kimball,  Peabody 
and  Felt  (to  be  joined)  as  a  committee  co  consider 
the  subject.  The  Board  concurred,  and  Aid-  rinen 
Qnincy  and  Viles  were  appoiuted  on  said  commit- 
ter. 

Adherence  by  Common  Council  to  their  vote 
upon  ths  ordinance  of  majority  of  Committee  on 
Water,  on  subject  of  the  constitution  ot  theAVater 
Boaid,  and  appointment  of  Me-srs.  Flynn,  Bairy 
ana  Pierce  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Board 
ou  that  subject.  The  Boarc'  concurred,  and  Alder- 
men Burrage,  Poj;e  and  Quiucy  were  appointed  a 
committee  of  conference. 

THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

An  order  came  up  instructing  the  Committ-e  on 
Printing,  111  executing  the  order  tor  aii  official 
leport,  not  to  contract  with  any  firm,  a  member  of 
which,  or  any  corporation, a  stockholder  111  which, 
is  a  member  of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Worthington  —  vVbeu  I  first  became  a 
member  of  the  City  Uover.imene,  the  question 
wa^  raised  whether  my  paper,  wnich  is  owned  by 
a  corporation,  had  a  light  to  receive  adver- 
tising from  the  city  while  I  occupied  a  seat  at  this 
Board.  The  question  was  immediately  referred 
to  the  City  Solicitor,  who  decided  that  the  paper 
undoubtedly  had  that  right,  I  being  but  a stock- 
holdei  in  the  corporation,  which  was  incorporated 
by  special  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1858 ; 
and  toac  has  continued  up  to  the  pres- 
tnt  time.  When  the  advertisement  tor  pro- 
posals for  publishing  the  official  report  was 
issued  a  short  time  ago,  my  associates  in  ihat  cor- 
poiEttio.i  felt,  that  thev  had  the  same  right  to  con- 
tract to  do  the  reporting  that  taey  had  to  receive 
city  advertising,  and  they  answered  the  advertise- 
ment. I  have  in  my  hand  two  communications 
which  I  desire,  sir,  that  you  will  read  tor  the  ben- 
efit of  the  members  ot  this  Board.  First,  sir,  I 
will  ask  you  to  read  the  City  Solicitors  leiter, 
which  shows  that  no  law  has  been  passed  that  in- 
terferes filth  the  arrangement  in  any  way  what- 
evei. 

The  Chairman  lead  the  following: 

City  Solicitor's  Office, 
2  Pemberton  Square, 
Boston,  Juoe  22, 1875. 

George  Coolidge,  Esq.:  Dear  Sir— I  understand 
that  tbe  Traveller  establishment  is  owned  aud 
conducted  by  a  corporation.  If  this  be  so,  the 
corporation  may  enter  into  a  contract  with  the 
city  for  printing,  eic,  without  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  232d  chaptei  of  the  statutes  of 
the  present  year,  notwiths;anding   Mr.  Worthing- 
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ton  is  a  member  ot  tbe  Boaid  of  Aldermen  and 
also  a  stockholder  m  the  corporation.  A  corpora- 
tion has  its  existence  ino  ependen  r,  of  rhe  corpora- 
tors, and  may  be  sued  toy  any  one  of  them  in  the 
same  manner  as  by  any  other  person. 

Yours  truly,  J.  P.  Healy. 

Alderman  Worthington — In  another  portion  of 
the  City  Government  remarks  were  made  that  I 
think  weie  snurely  uncalled  tor,  and  were  the  re- 
sult of  the  ignorance  of  the  man  who  made  them, 
he  not  Knowing  how  the  matter  stood  in  regard  co 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  I  will  therefore  ask 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  read  the  advertisement  of 
the  committee,  and  the  bid  made  from  the  Travel- 
ler office. 

The  Chairman  read  as  follows: 

"Sealed  pioposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing;,  City  Hall,  un- 
til Sacuiday,  June  19,  at  twelve  o'clock,  nooD,  tor 
making  careful  and  accurate  reports  of  the  pub- 
lic proceed'ugs  and  abstracts  of  tbe  debates  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council, 
at  regular  and  special  meetings,  and  pnuting  said 
reports  in  one  of  the  daily  papers  of  Boston,  on 
tbe  same  or  the  following  day ;  and  also  supply- 
ing 300  copies,  reprinted  in  form  of  samples  to  toe 
seen  io.  the  office  above  named.  City  circulation 
will  be  considered  in  awarding  the  contract.  An 
evening  paper  preferred.  \b°  committee  reserve 
the  right  10  teject  any  or  all   proposals. 

James  Power,  Chairman. 

Office  of  Boston  Daily  Traveller,  l 

Boston,  June  18,  1875.     I 

Alderman  James  Power,  CUairman  Commitree 
on  Printing — In  response  to  annexed  advertise- 
ment, inviting  proposals  for  punting  proceedings 
and  debates  of  the  city,  the  unoersigned,  for  tbe 
Traveller  Newspaper  Association,  will  make  care- 
ful and  accurate  reports  of  the  public  proceedings 
and  abstracts  of  tbe  debates  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  the  Common  Council,  at  regular  acd 
special  meetings,  and  prh),t  said  reports  in  the 
Daily  Evening  traveller  on  toe  same  or  the  fol. 
lowing  day,  an, I  suppl>  300  copies  reprinted  'ii 
same  rorm  as  now  furnished,  for  tbe  sum  of  §5000 
per  annum.  Traveller  Newspaper  Association . 
Per  James  W.  Dunphy. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  have  putiu  those  pa- 
pers and  asked  you  ro  react  them,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  know  exactly  what 
the  bid  was.  It  will  be  noticed  that,  Mr.  Dun-jhy, 
in  making  his  bid,  exactly  followed  tbe  language 
of  the  advertisement.  As  soou  as  that  was  read 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing— and  1  was  not 
aware  of  its  contents  till  it  was  re-. d  there— Isaid, 
"As  I  am  interest;  d  in  the  Traveller  I  leave  that 
to  rhe  committee  to  actupou,"  and  immediately 
withdrew  my  chair  and  sat  back  against 
the  desk  to  await  their  action.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committe  turned  to  me  and 
said,  "Does  this  bid  call  for  a  verbatim 
report,  or  will  the  Traveller  aive  a  verbatim 
report?"  I  think  I  give  the  exact  words. 
I  saic.  that  the  Traveller,  if  selected  to  do 
that  work,  would  give  a  verbatim  ieport;  and  that 
was  about  all  tbe  conversation  tbere  was.  This  I 
say  m  answer  to  the  remaiks  made  in  the  other 
branch.  Now,  sir,  I  can  see  that  this  may  be  em- 
barrassing to  my  associates  in  this  Board,  and  lest 
it  may  be  possible  for  something  to  come  up  which 
will  interfere  with  the  business  ot  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  by  which  parties  would  get  an  advan- 
tage from  the  city— though  I  cao  see  no  advantage 
that  the  Traveller  Asssociation,  or  an>  one,  Can 
get  upon  "a  contract  for  this  work  to  be  done  for 
one  year  for  a  given  sum,  at  least,  by 
which  there  can  be  any  cheating,  or.  any 
such  advantage  gained  as  was  alluded  to  in  the 
other  branch— I  r.ow  propose  to  withdraw  the  bid 
and  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  do  that,  I  know,  very  much  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  my  associates  in  publishing  the  Trav- 
eller, for  they  made  tte  bid  in  good  faith,  believ- 
ing that  they  can  do  tbe  work  as  well  as  any  other 
paper  can  do  it,  and  for  the  sum  of  money  they 
have  named. 

The  Chairman— What  action  will  the  Boaid 
take? 

Alderman  Harris— "What  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  other  proposal  and  th  t  made  from  the 
Traveller  Office?  I  would  like  lohave  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  give  us  something  upon 
that  point. 

Aio>iman  Power— It  is  impossible  for  any  one 
to  say  >v hat  ttao  difference  might  be;  it  depends 
entirely  on  the  amount  of  talking  we  do  during 
the  coming  year.  Taking  the  past  as  a  baisfor 
the  futnie,!   mean  for  such  a  report  as  has  been 


given  by  tbe  Boston  Transcript,  at  so  much  per 
column,  at  the  price  tbey  have  been  paid, it  would 
amount  to  considerable  more  money.  For  'he  past 
year  it  would  amount  to  at  least  §7000  if  dote 
toy  the  column,  and  so  much  per  sheet  for  each  of 
the  slips,  which  are  left  upon  the  desks  of  the 
Aldermen  and  Councilrnen.  That  is  the  informa- 
tion that  I  suppose  the  Alde> min  desires.  I  « o  nd 
say,  furthermore,  that  so  far  as  the  Alderman 
TAiderman  Worthingtoni  has  s-ecen  ot  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Punting,  I  believe  be  has  given  about 
rhe  exact  words.  The  committee  had  f  ully  dis- 
cmsed  the  kind  of  report  that  the  Government", 
would  ce  satisfied  wib,  ind  it  was  the  sense  of 
members  on  the  part  "f  the  majority — the  unani- 
mous opinion  ot  the  Common  Council— that  they 
would  be  satisfied  -uh  nothing  short  if  such  a 
report  as  the  Boston  Transcript  has  been 
in  tbe  habit  of  giving,  which  is  virtually  a 
verbatim  ieport,  though  that,  under  the  contract, 
is  not  called  to'.  The  contract  reads  .iust  as  the 
Aldermen  have  heard  statrd  in  the  advertise- 
ment. i>efore  voting  upon  the  question  ar.  to 
whom  the  contract  shoulo  be  given,  I  questioned, 
tbe  Alderina'i  from  Ward  15,  knowing  that  he 
was  concocted  v.ith  che  Traveller,  if  the  bid  made 
by  that  paper  contemplated  giving"  this  Govern- 
ment just  such  a  report  as  the  Transcript  had 
been  giving.  H- said  it  meant  that,  and  that  if 
the  contract  were  awarded  to  tie  Tuveller  they 
wonln  give  a  verbatim  r.-port  such  as  the 
Transciipt  hed  reen  giving.  With  that  in- 
formation, I  voted  ro  award  me  contract 
to  the  Traveler;  and  in  considciatiou  of 
that  fact.  I  claimed  the  light  to  come  in  here  and 
attempt  to  break  thf.  contiact  at  any  time,  should 
the  report  not  ce  as  full  as  that  given  by  the 
Trarscript.  The  other  members  of  the  comiiiitcee 
said  the  Council  would  only  be  satisfied  with  sucb 
a  report  as  the  Transcript  gives  no  v. 

Alderman  Worthington — Did  I  not  s»y  it  might 
\>".  put  into  the  contract  that  it  should  be  a  ver- 
batim report? 

Alderman  Power — Now  that  the  Alderman  has 
mentioned  the  tact,  it  seems  to  me  be  did  say 
something  like  that.  Now  that  he  reminds  me  of 
it,  I  tuink  there  was  something  like  that.  said. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  wish  it  understood 
toy  the  Board  that  I  have  withdrawn  the  bid  for 
the  coutract. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Ther>  is  one  thing  about 
this  order  that  I  dislike.  It  implies  a  ceusure 
upou  the  Printing  Committee  and  uoon  a  mem- 
ber ot  this  Bo  ro.  As  the  gentleman  has  with- 
drawn tbe  Traveller's  bid.  I  hope  the  orcer  will 
be  rejected,  and  rhat  we  shall  leave  the  matter  as 
it  stood  before  it  came  to  us.  The  oraer  implies  a 
censure  upon  that  committee  ana  upon  a  member 
of  this  Board,  and  I  don't  wish  to  be  a  party  to  it. 

Alderman  Quincy — lam  unatole  to  take  the  view 
tiat  the  passage  of  the  order  implies  a  censure 
upon  tbe  Coumuttee  on  Printing,  and  I  intended 
to  give  my  views  in  favor  of  concurring  in  the  or- 
der as  it  came  down  to  us.  The  Alderman  having 
been  empowered  by  the  corporation  to  withdraw 
the  bid,  theie  is  no  ooubt  but  that  the  case  fall* 
and  there  is  nothing  for  us  to  act  upon;  and  there 
being  no  case  to  which  the  order  would  apply.  I 
think  it  hardly  worth  while  tor  us  to  lay  uowu  a 
platform  of  pnnciple  nnon  which  to  act  when  a 
case  arises  in  the  future.  I  think  the  best  dispo- 
sition of  the  order  would  be  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone it,  and  I  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  that  an  in- 
oefinite  postponement  would  oe  the  most  proper 
disposition  ot  the  order.  I  heartily  indorse  what 
has  beeu  said  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  14,  and 
I  think  toe  sentiment  will  oe  indorsed  by  every 
mem  per  of  this  Board.  I  do  not  believe"  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  15  has  sought  to  take  any  un- 
due advantage  from  the  city  of  Boston,  altnough 
his  action  in  putting  in  a  bid  for  the  committee 
was  perhaps  agaiusi  tbe  spirit,  if  not  against  the 
letter,  of  the  act  passed  by  the  Legislature.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  associate  of  that  member 
around  this  _oard  believes  that  he  is  capable  of 
taking  any  action  but  such  as  is  for  the  public  in- 
terest. I  hope  the  order  will  be  indefinit-ly  ]  ost- 
poned. 

The  order  was  mdefinitdly  postponed. 

LAFAYETTE  SQUARE. 

4  petition  was  received  fioui  P.  A.  Collms.  at- 
torney for  Richard  Frotbinghatn  et  a!.,  to  be  beard 
on  subject  of  name  of  area  ?t  junction  of  Warren 
and  Main  streets. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy. the  subject  >vas 
specially  assigned  for  half-past  lour  o'clock  V.  M. 
on  Tuesday.  July  0,  tor  a  hearing. 
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INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Post  No.  7,  G. 
A.  R.,  for  the  Mayor  ana  City  Council  to  attend 
service  at  Music  Hall,  July  4th,  at  2.30  P.M., 
when  a  lecture  will  be  delivered  bv  Colonel  A.  W. 
Spates  of  the  Fifth  Maryland  Regiment.  Ac- 
cepted, on  motion  of  Alderman  Hariis.  Sent 
down. 

JAIL   EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1958.06,  for  expenses  of  the 
jail  tor  June.    Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM   ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Gilman  &  Cheney, 
for  leave  to  use  a  steam  engine  at  47-01  Meoford 
street,  Charlestown,  and  an  order  of  notice  was 
passed  for  a  heaiiug  thereon  on  Monday,  July 
19th,  next,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREES. 

The  chairman  submitted  ?.  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  tre  part  of  the  Boaid  in 
favor  of  granting  permits  to  remove  trees  at  their 
own  expense  to  S.  R.  Paysoo  on  Forest  street  and 
H.  R.  Groce  on  Brighton  avenue.    Accepted. 

PUBLIC  LANDS, 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  petitions  of 
John  Carew  and  K.  A.  dishing,  administrator, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered, 'that  the  time  tor  Oiuldiog  upon  a  lot 
of  land  on  East  Fourth  street,  as  sold  by  the  city 
in  1871,  be  extended  to  July  1,  1876,  upon  condition, 
that  John  Carew,  the  present  owner  thereof,  stiftll 
pay  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  La:.ds  the 
sum  of  $75  within  ten  days  ot  the  passage  of  this 
order. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  land 
on  Albany  street,  between  Canton  and  Brookline 
stieets,  as  sold  by  the  citv  in  1872,  be  extended  to 
July  1 , 1.876,  upon  condition  that  E.  A.  dishing, 
administratrix,  shall  pay  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $200  within  ten  days  of 
the  passage  of  this  order. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 
Severally  sent  down. 

SEWERS. 
Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Tuesday,  July 
6,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expedience  of  con- 
stiuctiug  sewers  in  Marion  street,  between  Mon- 
mouth and  White  Streets;  in  Dorchester  avenue, 
between  Power  and  Hyde  stieets.  Severally 
passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Paris 
street,  between  Mariou  and  Brooks  streets.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $29.20  be  abated  from 
the  assessment  of  the  East  Boston  Company  tor  a 
sewer  iu  Chelsea  street,  and  the  same  amouut  be 
assessed  upon  Michael  Keatir-g;  also  that  $106.50 
be  abated  from  the  assessment  of  Willard  T. 
hears  for  a  sewer  in  Marlborough  street  on  ac- 
count of  overestimate  of  land. 
Read  twice  and  pissed. 

Orders  for  hearings  on  Mouday,  July  12,  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  subject  of  taking  lands 
for  sewers,  as  follows:  From  Charles  A.  Green, 
and  other  persons  unknown,  for  sewer  through 
and  along  the  ceutre  line  of  Berkeley  place,  Ham- 
let street  and  Everett  avenue;  from  Stephen  M. 
Allen,  for  sewer  through  and  along  the  centre 
line  of  Notre  Dame  street,  between  Bragaon  street 
and  Coaman  avenue,  and  through  and  along  the 
centre  line  of  Codman  park,  from  Townseud 
street  to  a  point  600  feet  southerly  from  said 
street;  from  Henry  Humphrey,  Charles  A.  Green 
and  Benjamin  Burlingame,  for  sewer  through 
lands  of  said  Humphrey  from  Humphrey  stieet 
through  Berkeley  place,  etc.;  from  John  G.  AU- 
Dright,  and  other  persons  unknown,  for  sewer 
through  and  along  the  centre  line  of  Allbright 
court,  betwaen  Boston  and  Sumner  streets;  from 
J.  Aniory  Codman  and  the  heirs  of  Henry  Cod- 
man,  for  sewer  in  Bragdon  street,  so  cal  ed,  from 
Amory  street  to  Washington  street.  Orders  sev- 
erally passed. 

BROAD-STREET  EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  an  ordei  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board  to 
pay  the  proprietors  of  Liverpool  wharf  $34,533.50, 
for  land  taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  the 
widening  of  Broad  stieet  by  an  otder  of  June  9, 
1873. 


Alderman  Prescott— Is  that  the  amount  of  the 
original  award  when  the  str  eet  was  laid  out  two 
years  ago? 

Alder  inan  Harris— It  i*  the  awaid  made  by  the 
Street  Commissioners. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

SURVEY  AND   INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings,  with  orders  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
permits  to  erect  buildings,  according  te  applica- 
tions on  file,  as  follows:  George  &  Proctor,  East 
Fiist  street;  Gilbert  Williams,  Medford  street  (to 
enlarge).    Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Repori  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  ot 
Gilman  C.  Hickok  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  build- 
ing on  Miller  street,  Ward  20,  the  petition  having 
been  withdrawn.    Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Six  newsbovs. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Bethesda  Lodge 
No.  30, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  to  hold  a  fair  at  Wait's  Hall, 
South  Boston,  in  October  next. 

Hack  Liceuses  Grantee — Albert  Hinds,  9-11 
KneeUnd  street;  D.  C.  Hennessey,  205-207  Shaw- 
mut  avenue;  Edward  Brackett,  Providence  street. 

Licenses  to  Deal  in  Second  Hand  Articles  Re- 
newed—Abraham  Isaac,  <?nd  179  others. 

Pawnbrokers'  Licenses  Renewed  —  Abraham 
Aaronson,  and  79  others. 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Reuewed— Holbrook  & 
Fox,  and  27  others. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Al!eiman  Power  submitted  renoris  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Joshua  T.  Simpson  to  be  allowed  ad- 
ditional compensation  for  change  of  grade  in 
Benmngion  street;  Elizabeth  A.  D.  Bissett,  for 
abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  on  Havre 
street;  Martha  A.Howard,  for  abatement  of  as- 
sessment for  edgestones  and  sidewalk  on  Athens 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Repoit  recommending  the  gianting,  on  the  usu- 
al conditions,  of  petition  of  M.  Ellis  &  Co.  foi 
leavs  to  move  a  woooen  building  from  91  Paris 
street  to  Biooks  street,  comer  Church.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  Company  to  make 
such  change  as  may  be  found  necessary  in  the 
grade  of  South  street,  Ward  17,  at  the  proposed 
new  crossing  ot  the  Deuham  Branch  Railroad, 
and  to  rebuild  the  Story  Brook  culvert  at  said 
crossing,  upon  condition  that  said  Boston  &  Prov- 
idence Railroad  Company  shall  give  to  the  city  an 
agreement  in  writing  saving  harmless  said'eity 
against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages;  costs  or 
expense,  for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  changing  of  the  grade  of  said 
South  street,  or  rebuilding  said  culvert. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  set  edgestones  in  fiont  of  estate  of  the 
House  of  the  God  Shepherd  on  Tremoot  street, 
Roxbury,  and  estate  of  the  city  of  Boston  on 
Quincv  stieet,  Roxbuiy.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Str-ets  to  lay  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  P.  Mulvey  on  Warren  place,  corner  of  Harrison 
avenue.  Roxbury,  and  M.  McBarron  on  East  Ded- 
ham  street.    Orders  lead  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sidewalk  assessment  of"  $17.74  against 
ths  esiate  184  Bolton  street,  owned  by  the  heiis  of 
William  Quigley. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  ot  BostoD  &  Northwestern 
Railroad,  for  approval  of  locatioo  in  this  city, 
recommending  the  approval  of  a  certificate  (an- 
nexed to  the  report)  citing  the  facts  in  regard  to 
the  compliance  ot  said  company  with  the  law,  and 
approving  the  route  laid  down  on  the  map  pre- 
viously submitted,  with  the  proviso  "that  said 
railioad  shall  not  cross  any  street  in  said  city  of 
Boston  at  grade,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Boatd  of  Aldermen."  Report  accepted  and  cer- 
tificate approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  grade  of 
Thomas  street,  between  Brewer  and  Centre 
streets,  Ward  17,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  the  City   Surveyor,   dated   Nov.  1, 1874, 
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and  deposited  in  ttie  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Keaa  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  pave  Leverett  street,  as  re- 
cently widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, between  Charles  and  Brighton  streets; 
also  to  grade  and  pave  Auburn  street,  as  extended 
by  said  Board,  to  Levei  ett  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$5000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  pave  Hanover  avenue,  as 
recently  widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, between  Hanover  and  North  streets.  Es- 
timated cost,  $1200. 

Read  twice  ana  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Pleasant  street,  between  Main 
and  Warren  street*,  Cbarlestovn,  as  recently 
widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners ; 
also  to  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
sidewalks  and  macadamize  the  roadway  ot  said 
street.    Estimated  ^ost,  $1500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordeied,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  repair  tbe  bridge  on  Berkeley  street, 
over  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad;  the  ex- 
pense thereof,  not  exceeding  $4500  to  be  charged 
to  the  approdriatioa  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  ana  passed. 

PERMIT  FOB  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worthingt^n  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  roart  of  the 
Board,  recommending  the  granting  of  a  permit 
ou  the  usual  conditions  to  William  Goldsmith,  to 
occupy  a-  stable  at  No.  57  Prentiss  street,  Waid  15. 
Accep'ted. 

STABLE  FOB  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  stable  on  the  city 
land  on  Canal  street,  Charlestown,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  twenty  horses,  as  per  request  of 
the  Health  Department;  the  expease,  not  ex- 
ceeding $10,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion already  made  for  that  purpose. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  BEDIVISION  OF  THE  WABDS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Census  and  Division  of  Wards  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the 
division  of  the  city  into  twenty- four  wards,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  chapter  243  of  the 
sets  of  1875,  and  to  report  the  same  tr.  ths  City 
Council  as  soon  as  practicable . 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SUFFOLK-STREET     DISTBICT     CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stsbbms  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  tbe  otder  to  pay  Phmeas  E.  Gay 
$23,000,  in  full  settlement  of  contract  with  Manu-1 
&  Haynes,  for  improvement  on  the  Suffolk-street 
District ;  and  also  an  order  for  transfer  of  $33,500 
from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
Suffolk-street  District. 

Alderman  Power— I  would  like  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Northampton-street 
District  how  much  the  city  of  Boston  owes  Mr. 
Gay,  according  to  ihe  measurement  of  the  City 
Engineer? 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  exact  amount  is  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  Commitcee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street  District. 

The  Chairman  read  the  report. 

Alderman  Power— It  would  appear  from  toe 
reading  of  that  report  that  this  matter  has  been 
before  this  Government  a  long  time,  and  that  ac 
cordiDg  to  the  report  of  our  officers  there  are 
$15,297  due  Mr.  Gay.  by  actual  measurements 
made  according  to  ths  contract,  and  that  the  only 
giounds  upon  which  Mr.  Gay  can  dispute  that  is 
the  fact  that  a  certain  number  of  car  loads  of 
gravel  was  brought  into  the  city,  and  if  the  cars 
were  full  there  is  a  great  deal  more  than  that 
amount  clue  him,  and  notwithstanding  that,  the 
City  Solicitor  advises  a  cempromise  solely  oo  the 
grouad  that  the  city  may  get  beaten  on  a  lawsuit. 
From  all  tbe  informal  ion  that  members  of  this 
Government  can  get,  $15,297  is  all  that  is  due  Mr. 
Gay.  The  supposition  is  that  the  city  has  n't  the 
best  and  most  reliable  evidence  to  rely  upon  in 
the  case  when  it  gets  into  court.  But  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  will  be  a  pretty  difficult  rnaccer  for 
Mr.  Gay  to  show  what  object  the  City  Engineer 
would  have  to  cheat  any  one  for  the  benefit  of  die 
city  of  Boston.    If  the  matter  was  reversed,  theie 


might  be  some  sense  or  reason  in  believing  it,  be- 
cause there  might  be  some  objectfor  the  Engineer 
to  cheat  the  city  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Gay.  But 
that  he  can  show  any  reason  for  cheating  Mr.  Gay 
for  the  city  I  think  it  will  be  impossible  to  do. 
This  matter  was  laid  on  the  tatle  to  allow  mem- 
beis  to  look  into  it.  I  have  consulted  several  gen- 
tlemen, and  they  all  seem  to  think  that  $15,297  is 
all  that  Mr.  Gay  is  entitled  to ;  if  members  think 
that  is  so,  the  supposition  that  he  may  get  more 
when  he  goes  to  law  is  no  lustification  for  members 
of  this  Government  to  give  him  one  dollar  more 
than  we  think  he  is  entitled  to.  We  don't  fulfil  our 
duties  hereif  we  give  any  man  a  dollar  more  than 
he  is  honestly  eotitleu  to.  That  seems  to  be 
clearly  our  duty,  and  we  ought  to  stand  by  our 
Engineer.  This  same  Engineer  has  beeo  brought 
in  question  in  other  cases,  aud  settlements  hdve 
been  mz.de,  and  one  suit  has  been  decided,  which 
Las  been  quote!,  in  which  the  city  might  have 
made  a  better  settlement  than  the  party  obtained 
from  the  jury;  but  there  is  quite  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  that  case  and  this,  and  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  the  cleix  duty  of  members  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  adheie  to  and  stand  bv  the  Engineer's 
report  of  the  actual  measurements  which  the 
contract  was  based  upon.  That  is  the  only  meas- 
urement which  Mr.  Gay  has;  he  has  no  measure- 
ment except  the  number  of  cars,  and  any  one 
who  has  ever  witnessed  the  coming  in  of  gravel 
trains  upon  this  territory,  is  well  aware  of  the 
great  difference  between  the  quantity  in  different 
cais,  some  being  full  and  some  oily  half  full.  Mr. 
Gay's  claim  was  based  upon  the  supposition  that 
those  cais  were  all  full  and  all  held  :  o  muoh,  and 
that  they  came  in  full  every  time.  It  seems  10  be 
clearly  our  duty  to  stand  by  our  coutractand  by 
our  Engineer,  and  to  let  Mr.  Gay  take  this  case 
into  court,  ualess  he  should  think"  fit  to  taks  the 
sum  that  is  due  him.  I  don't  know  that  I  would 
oppose  an  order  for  the  payment  of  $15,297,  with 
interest;  but  ic  clearly  seems  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Gove,  nment  to  oppose  such  a  compromise  as  this. 
If  we  are  not  going  to  stand  by  our  officers  until 
they  are  proven  to  be  unworthy  of  crust,  of  course 
every  man  who  has  a  claim  against  the  city  will 
demand  more  than  is.  due  him.  It,  is  time  to  have 
it  understood  that  we  intend  to  have  no  cimpro- 
mise  here,  but  that  we  propose  to  be  just  and  act 
according  to  the  oecrsion  of  our  officers  here ; 
then  if  our  officers  are  proven  unworthy  of  trust, 
we  must  govern  ourselves  accordingly.  A  great 
deal  of  stress  has  beea  laid  upon  cares  against  the 
city  with  which  this  Engiueer  had  soniPtaing  to 
do;  but  I  thmk  there  is  a  vast  deal  of  difference 
in  tins  case,  and  I  don't  believe  '.here  is  any  likeli- 
hood of  Mr.  Gay  obtainiug  this  sum  of  money  if  he 
goes  to  a  jury.  Hoc  ever,  if  he  does  a o  to  a  jury 
and  obtains  it,  we  are  not  responsible  for  it.  We 
ought  to  stand  by  our  officers  and  pay  him  accord- 
ing to  his  contract.  Tbeiefore  I  ho.ee  the  order  to 
pay  $23,000  will  not  pass,  and  I  move  that  the 
wh'ole  subject  be  recommitted  to  the  committee 
with  instructions  to  report  an  order  to  pay  Mr. 
Gay  the  sum  due  him  according  to  the  measure- 
ments made  by  the  Engineer,  with  interest  up  to 
the  piesent  time. 

Alderman  Stebbins— It  will  baldly  be  uecessarv 
to  do  that,  as  the  committee  have  full  power  to 
settle  according  to  the  Engineer's  estimates. 

Alderman  Power — The  committee  have  no  pow- 
er to  add  interest. 

Alderman  Stebbins—  The  fact*  are  fully  stated 
in  the  report  as  read  bv  the  Chair.  The  only  ques- 
tion which  could  weigh  with  the  jury  would  be  as 
to  the  amouut  in  each  car.  The  witness  which  tbe 
city  will  have  to  rely  upon  is  not  a  reliable  one.  I 
have  had  conversations  with  him  at  great  length, 
and  the  result  was  I  was  convinced  that  it  was  for 
tue  interest  of  the  city  that  the  case  snould  be 
settled  before  going  to  a  jury.  The  witness  which 
the  city  will  rely  upon  stated  to  me  that  he  ex  tm- 
iued  the  gravel  trains  as  thev  came  upon  the  dis- 
trict, and  he  saw  no  such  small  amouut  in  the  car  as 
was  stated  by  the  Eagin  eei .  and  that  if  the  cars  con- 
tained the  quantity  of  gravel  which  he  supposes 
they  did,  there  would  be  this  amount  due  Mr.  Gay. 
Tht're  aie  some  other  questions  connected  with 
the  evidence  that  the  city  will  have  to  rely  upon 
which  it  is  hardly  proper  to  state  here,  as  I  should 
not  wish  to  give  Mr.  Gay  the  weak  side  of  our 
case;  but  the  result  of  our  investigation  was  that 
the  comuuitte;  thought  the  city  had  better 
pay  f23,000,  and  have  the  suit  withdrawn,  rather 
tbiii  go  before  a  jury.  Toe  case  is  so  fully  stated 
in  tbe' report  that  I  think  it  hardly  worth  while  to 
rake  up  any  more  time.  The  committee  thick  it  is 
the  'oest  settlement  that  can  bs  maie. 
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Alderman  Power — I  don't  see  how  anv  jury 
could  decide  the  case  against  the  city,  if  the  con- 
tract is  to  be  looked  at  at  all.  The  contract  speci- 
fies that  he  shall  be  paio  by  the  measurement  in 
the  back ;  it  does  n't  refer  to  cars  at  all.  Mr.  Gay 
has  no  measurements  at  the  bank,  and  no  one  has 
any  measurements  except  those  made  by  our  Ciiy 
Engineer.  I  don't  know  what  the  Alderman 
means  by  unieliable  evidence;  I  don't  know 
whether  he  refers  to  the  Engineer's  or  DOi;butI 
think  the  evidence  of  the  Engineer  who  attended 
to  this  matter  will  prove  to  be  leliable.  Tnat 
Engineer  was  before  the  committee  on  a  case 
last  year,  and  I  thouphr  his  evidence  was 
to  be  iel>ed  upon.  His  manner  of  giving 
evidence  cariied  conviction,  and  it  seemed  to  me 
that  he  was  an  honest  man  and  acted  tan  1  y  in  that 
matter.  I  think  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  Mr. 
Gay  or  anybody  else  to  show  wiry  the  Engineer 
should  endeavor  to  cheat  Mr.  Gay  for  the  city  of 
Boston ;  it  seems  to  me  that  it  cannot  be  done, 
aud  that  the  evidence  of  the  person  who  saw  these 
cars  will  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  settlement 
of  the  matter.  I  think  this  is  a  <  ast  where  we 
should  not  be  detened  from  a  legal  contest,  un- 
less he  should  see  fit  to  take  what  is  due  accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  the  Engineer. 

Aloe.man  Stebbins— The  city  has  waived  the 
right  to  bank  measurement  by  allowing  parties  to 
take  gravel  from  the  same  bank.  That  is  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor.  It  is  understood  that 
private  parties  were  taking  giavel  fiom  this  bank 
at  the  same  time. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  generally  opposed  to 
compromise,  especially  atter  a  case  has  got  into 
court,  and  I  have  n't  heard  anything  to  convince 
me  that  this  case  should  be  compromised.  The 
contractor  has  taken  his  case  into  court,  and  ttie 
flrct  step  13  against  him ;  then  he  proposes  to  settle 
for  §23.000,  or  $5000  Ipss  his  claim  of  $28,000,  if  the 
case  goes  to  the  jury,  and  it  can  be  proved  that  the 
official  was  in  the  wrong  then,  Mi  Gay  would  be 
entitled  to  $28,000;  on  the  other  hand," if  he  can- 
not prove  that,  I  don't  think  his  willingness  to  ac- 
cept $23,000  out  of  $28,000  indicates  any  very  great 
confidence  in  his  own  case.  If  he  cannot  prove 
that  the  Engineer  isjwroog  1  think  the  city  should 
stand  by  the  decision  of  the  tribunal  into  which  it 
has  bean  diawn.  I  cannot  but  think,  in  this  con- 
nection, of  a  case  w  hich  the  Assistant  City  So- 
licitor strongly  advised  the  Committee  on 
Claims  to  settle  before  it  came  to  trial; 
but  the  committee  took  a  more  hopeful 
view  and  refused  to  authorize  a  settlement. 
Toe  suit  went  to  trial  ana  the  city  gained  the 
ca'-e.  I  don't  know  what  hidden  weakness  it  may 
not  be  well  to  expose,  but  I  think  that,  having  got 
into  coiut,  we  should  abide  Dy  the  decision  of 
the  jury.  I  doa't  think  this  is  a  proper  case  for  a 
compromise. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  this  case  ought  to 
have  been  settled  years  ago,  when  the  matter  was 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  who  had 
charge  of  it;  and  it  wnula  have  been  settled  then 
it  Mi.  Gay  bid  been  willing  to  take  what  was  a 
fair  offer  for  the  work  performed.  But  he 
declined  every  otter  made  by  every  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  for  several  years, 
and  at  last  he  brought  the  matter  before 
an  auditor  who  confirmed  the  offers  maae 
Dy  previous  City  Governments.  I  think  we  ought 
not  to  stop  there.  If  Mr.  Gay  is  not  satisfied,  al- 
ter being  defeated  every  time  he  has  made  appli- 
cation to  a  committee  or  auditor,  we  ought  to  go 
ahead  with  this  ca-e  and  bting  it  before  a  jury. 
If  he  is  net  willing  to  accept  the  award  of  the  au- 
ditor, I  think  we  ought  to  go  to  a  jury  and  let  it 
be  .settled  thaie ;  for  I  believe  it  will  be  impossible 
for  toil!  City  Council  to  make  a  satisfactory  set- 
tlement with  Mr.  Gay.  He  will  not  be  satisfied 
if  we  give  him  $23,000,  for  he  has  the  idea  that 
somebody  i<=  constantly  behind  him,  working 
against  him,  though  he  fails  to  show 
that  any  humac  being  has  the  slightest 
possible  interest  in  defrauding  him  of  a  dollar. 
I  believe  his  legal  claim  is  $15,297,  and  tnat  it 
woulobejust  to  pay  him  that  amount  without  a 
cent  of  interest;  but  as  the  auditor  allowed  him 
interest  I  should  be  v/illing  to  settle  on  that  basis. 
If  he  is  not  willing  to  do  that,  I  believe  it  ought  to 
go  betoie  a  jury. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  would  suggest  that  the 
quicker  way  to  dispose  of  the  matter  would  be  to 
amend  the  order,  instead  of  a  recom:Dit;a>  as 
proposed. 

Alderman  Power— If  the  committee  are  sa.isfied 
witu  that,  I  accept  the  suggestion. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  committee  are  not  sat- 
isfied with  it. 


Alderman  Power— I  move  to  amend  by  making 
the  amount  to  be  paid  Mr.  Gay  $15,297,  with  inter- 
est at  six  per  cent,  up  to  tne  present  time. 

Tne  Chairman — The  order  providing  the  means 
should  be  passed  first.  It  is  a  transfer  requiring 
a  two-thirds  vote. 

Alderman  Power — I  don't  know,  but  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  if  the  order  for  a  transfer  is 
passed,  it  Carrie;  with  it  toe  other  one  for  $23,000, 
which  I  shoula  strenuously  object  to. 

The  Chairman  lead  the  report  ot  the  Finance 
Committee  covering  the  two  orders. 

Alderman  Power— It  occurs  to  me  that  the  first 
motion  I  made,  to  recommit  the  report  with  in- 
structions tor  the  committee  to  report  an  order  to 
pay  Mr.  Gay  $15,297,  with  interest,  is  the 
best  Wtiy  to  reach  this  matter.  At  any  rate, 
let  the  vote  on  that  motion  stand  as  the  sense  of 
this  Board,  whether  it  is  better  to  pay  Mr.  Gay 
$15,297  or  $23,000.  I  renew  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Alderman  Burrage  —  I  am  somewhat  embar- 
rassed to  know  bow  to  vote  upon  this  matter.  I 
wish  to  do  equal  and  exact,  justice.  It  the  city 
honesily  owes  Mr.  Gay  $28,000,  we  should  pay  it; 
it  but  $15,000,  Wo  should  pay  that.  There  seems  to 
be  a  difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  Gay  and 
the  city  about  the  amount  due,  and  I  know  of  no 
better  tribunal  to  refer  this  mttter  to  than  the 
courts,  it  we  cannot  come  to  a  compromise  with 
Mr.  Gay. 

Alderman  Quincy— What  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  offer  which  has  been  m:.de  all  along  by 
the  committee,  which  the  contractor  refuses  to 
accept,  and  the  amount  upon  which  he  offers  to 
compromise? 

Alderman  Stebbins — About  $5000.  The  amount 
awarded  by  the  Engineer,  with  interest,  is  about 
$18,500;  i  he' committee  recocamenu  $23,000. 

Alderman  Quincy— What  is  the  offer  which  the 
contracto   refuses? 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— He  refuses  $18,500,  and 
will  accept  $23,000. 

The  motion  to  recommit  with  instructions  pre- 
vailed.   SentdowD. 

COBEY-STBEET  LAND  DAMAGES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  order  to  pay 
George  W.  Mann  $1167.75,  for  iand  taken  on  Corey 
street,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  passed. 

CAB  TBACKS  IN  COURT,  STATE  AND     DEVONSHIRE 
STREETS. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  reconsicer  the  vote 
of  last  meeting  by  which  this  Board  passed  an 
order  for  the  removal  of  railway  tracks  from  por- 
tion   of  Court,  State  anrs  Devonshire  streets. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  raembeis  of  the  Board 
will  remember  that  this  matter  was  brought  up 
some  three  or  four  we°ks  since  by  an  order  of 
notice  for  the  removal  of  the  tracks  from  Court 
street,  which,  on  motion  of  the  Alderman  from 
Waid  15,  was  amended  so  as  to  include  the  tiacks 
in  State  and  Devonshire  streets.  An  order  of 
notice  was  served  upon  the  parties  in  interest— 
the  Metropolitan  and  Middlesex  railroad  com- 
panies—to  show  cause  why  the  tracks  in  these 
streets  stouid  not  De  removed.  Those  parties 
appeared  before  the  Board  on  the  14th  of  June, 
tne  two  presiaents  appearing  for  their  respective 
roads.  In  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  track, 
in  Court  street,  there  was  but  one  argument  pre- 
sented to  tbe  Board,  and  that  was  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Metropolitan  road.  The  reasons 
which  he  gave  why  the  track  should  not  be  re- 
moved were  sufficient — until  thore  arguments 
are  answered — to  convince  me  that  the  order  should 
not  pass.  No  one  appeared'  to  argue  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  ti  acks.  The  president  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex road  stated  the  reasons  why  he  thought 
the  tracks  should  not  be  removed  from  State  and 
Devonshire  streets.and  other  parties  appeared  and 
gave  reasons  why  they  should  be  removed.  The 
matter  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, aud  last  Monday  tney  reported  in  favor  of  the 
removal.  The  order' elicited  no  discussion  in  the 
Board;  the  Committee  on  Paving  gave  no  reasons 
in  tbeir  report  for  the  action  they  re commended ; 
and  under  the  circumstances,  ba#ina:  heard  argu- 
menrs  sufficient  to  convince  me  that  the  removal 
was  not  necessary  at  the  present  time,  I  asked  for 
a  reconsideration,  not  to  make  any  unnecessary 
delay,  but  to  be  sure  that  proper  action  is  taken. 
Before  making  any  further  remarks,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  Committee  on  Paving  what  reasons 
governed  them  in  recommending  the  removal  of 
the  tracks  from  those  streets? 

Alderman  Power — fnere  are  two  cases  involved. 
Does  tbe  gentleman  refer  to  the  track  owned  by 
the  Middlesex  or  Metropolitan  roads? 
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Alderman  Prescott— As  the  committee  reported 
upon  both  mattsrs  and  the  vote  was  taken  sepa- 
rately, I  should  like  to  hear  the  reasons  in  eiCb 
case. 

Alderman  Power  —  The  reason  for  putting; 
in  an  order  for  the  removal  of  those  tracks  in  both 
cases  are  that  the  locations  were  granted  for  tem- 
porary purposes.  Mr.  Richards,  who  represented 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  said  his  rase  differed 
from  the  other,  inasmuch  as  the  location  was  not 
asked  for  for  a  temporary  purpose.  I  know  that 
Mr.  Richards  supposed  tnat  he  was  all  right  when 
he  made  that  assertion,  and  had  not  in  mind  the 
representations  that  were  made  when  the  location 
in  Court  street  was  asked  for,  although  the 
Metropolitan  road  has  had  the  right  for 
four  years  to  lay  a  track  in  Court  street, 
and  have  never  availed  themselves  of 
that  right.  Last  year,  when  a  change  of  grade 
was  made  in  Cornhill,  the  representatives  of  that 
road  came  here  and  said  they  wanted  a  location 
there  for  temporary  use ;  and  that  was  precisely 
the  same  reason  why  the  Middlesex  road  asked 
for  a  location  in  State  and  Devonshire  sti  eets.  I 
know  that  Mr.  Richards  would  not  wilfully  make 
a  misstatement  before  this  Board,  out  of  course 
he  is  not  expected  to  know  everything  rj  one  by 
his  predecessors.  But  that  is  the  case.  They 
asked  for  it  fo-  a  temporary  purpose,  or  until  the 
work  was  completed  and  they  could  run  down 
Cornhill.  When  that  work  was  finished,  the 
Committee  on  Paving  of  last  year  put 
in  an  order  forbidding  the  running  of 
cais  in  Court  street,  and  the  representatives  of 
the  Metropolitan  road  came  in  and  asked  for  a 
modification  of  the  order,  saying  they  would  like 
to  have  the  privilege  of  running  their  depoi  cars 
over  that  route.  A  majority  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  recommended  the  granting  of  that  re- 
quest, and  the  Board  did  so;  but  I  voted  for 
taking  up  the  track.  I  thought  that  if  there  was 
a  street  in  Boston  where  horse  cars  should  not 
run  it  was  Court  street.  I  tliought  so  then, 
and  of  course  there  is  no  reason  now  to  change 
my  mind  upon  that  point.  I  don't  suppose  there 
is  "a  street  in  Boston  more  crowded  thau  that 
littie  tunnel,  Court  street.  Therefore  I  votea 
with  the  committee  this  year  to  report  the  order 
to  take  up  the  tracks  in  Court  street.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  acknowledges  that 
they  asked  for  tnis  track  for  a  tetnpocary  purpose, 
but  the  president  appeared  befors  the  committee 
and  said  he  would  like  to  have  it  remain,  because 
the  old  State  House  would  probably  be  removed 
as  soon  as  the  present  leases  » xpired,  aud  it  might 
be  a  matter  of  importance  to  them,  and  be  a  sav- 
ing to  them  of  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  to 
have  the  tracks  remain  there.  He  said  particu- 
larly that  he  would  like  to  have  them  re- 
main, as  no  one  had  asked  for  their  re- 
moval ;  and  before  he  went  a«;ay  I  ihiuk 
that  perhaps  a  majority  of  the  committee  signi- 
fied to  him  that  they  would  inakG  no  effort  for  the 
removal  uuless  parties  ia  interest  asked  foi  it. 
But  since  he  went  away  a  large  number  of  parties 
have  come  in  and  petition  for  the  removal,  aud  as 
Mr.  Power  himself  coutd  name  oo  way  in  which 
he  desired  to  use  them  at  pieseur,,  and  as  the  lo- 
cation had  been  granted  for  a  temporary  purpose, 
we  made  that  report.  I  have  understood  siuce 
Mr.  Power|  went  away  that  he  has  said  that 
I,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  assured 
him  that  no  action  would  be  taken  until 
his  return.  That  is  not  so.  Mr.  Power 
asked  if  I  would  give  him  such  a  piouiise,  audi 
told  him  that  as  a  ,membei  of  the  Paving  Coru- 
mittee  I  would  take  no  steps,  but  that  I  could  only 
give  him  the  opinion  of  one  member  of  that  com- 
mittee. Since  he  went  away  a  large  number  of 
people  have  asked  for  the  tiacks  to  be  taken  up, 
and  the  committee  voted  unanimously  to  report 
the  order.  These  are  all  the  reasons.  I  under- 
stand that  some  of  the  gentlemen  representing 
both  roads  desire  to  be  heard  by  th"  committee, 
and  if  the  members  desire  a  reconsideration  that 
the  order  rniiy  be  recommitted,  I  hive  no  objec- 
tion to  it.  4. 

Alderman  PreScott— I  do  not  understand  that 
the  location  in  Court  street  is  a  temporary  one. 
The  location  in  Court  street  was  granted  the 
Metropolitan  road  on  Oct.  10,  1870,  and  gentlemen 
will  find  It  in  the  supplement  to  the  ordinances, 
page  116,  it  bejug  the  twenty-sixth  location  grant- 
ed that  company. 
Alderman  Burrage— What  is  the  date? 
Alderman  Present— Oct.  10,  1870.  [The  Alder- 
man read  the  order,  which  is  in  the  usual  form 
for  a  permanent  location.]    The  order  is  gi  anted 


under  the  usual  conditions  and  with  no  limit  in 
regard  to  rime.  The  tracks  were  not  laid  un- 
til something  like  a  year  ago,  when  Corn- 
hill was  graded  and  paved,  and  the  removal 
of  the  cars  from  that  street  was  a  necessity;  all 
the  cars  werether  running  through  Court  street, 
which  this  Board  on  last  Monday  said  should  not 
be  used  for  the  running  of  cars.  I  do  not  believe 
you  can  have  mote  serious  blocks  on  Court  street 
than  theie  are  today  on  Cornhill ;  and  it 
members  of  this  Government  will  investi- 
gate the  subject,  compare  its  width  at 
different  points,  and  take  into  considera- 
tion the  kind  of  business  done  in  thosej  streets,  I 
think  they  will  reverse  their  decision  upon  this 
matter  and  believe  it  for  the  public  interest  to 
send  s,  part  of  the  cars  down  Court  street.  As 
was  shown  to  the  Board  two  weeks  ago,  cars  are 
running  through  Cornhill  at  the  rate  of  108  per 
hour,  or  1300  in  twelve  hours,  all  the  Metropolitan 
cars  which  pass  the  Tremont  House,  all  the  Middle- 
sex cars,  all  the  Lynn  cars,  and  all  the  Highland 
and  gouch  Boston  cars  which  go  around  the  circuit 
passing  down  Cornhill.  I  should  like  to  bring 
some  tacts  before  the  Board  in  regard  to  those 
two  streets  and  the  amount  of  business  done  upon 
them.  Taking  Court  street  at  its  usad,  which 
members  know  is  one  of  the  widest  thoroughfares 
in  Boston,  its  width  from  curb  to  curb  is  58  feet  6 
inches.  Taking  the  corresponding  position  on 
Cornhill,  and  its  width  from  curb  to  curb  is  only 
24  feet  6%  inches,  something  like  34  feet 
narrower  than  at  tue  head  of  Court  street. 
The  width  of  Court  street  opposite  the  centre  of 
the  Court  House  is  25  feet  10  inches,  and  the  width 
of  Cornhill,  in  a  direct  line  from  the  centre  of  the 
Court  House,  is  25  feet  1  inch,  or  9  inches  narrower 
than  Court  street.  The  width  of  Court  street  at 
the  Tudor  Buildiog  is  25  feet  2  inches,  which  is 
11  inches  wider  than  Cornhill  at  th=  correspond- 
ing point  on  Franklin  avenue.  At  the  opposite 
ends  of  each  street  we  find  the  width  from  euro  to 
curb  is  25  feet  on  Court  street  and  23  feet  10  inche* 
on  Cornhill,  so  tnat  Cornhill  is  14  inches  narrower 
there  than  Court  street.  As  I  have  said,  this 
proposition  will  turo  the  whole  travel  into 
Cornhill.  It  is  virtually  there  hot.  Iurny  opirjion 
a  considerable  amount  of  travel  should  be  allowed 
tojpass  round  the  circuit  through  Cour*  street,  as 
the  route  is  much  more  direct.  During  the  pres- 
ent week  I  have  takeu  occasion  to  visit  those 
streets.  Upon  Court  street  I  find  scarcely  an  ob- 
struction, except  tne  large  teams  belonging  to 
the  Adams  Express  Company,  at  the  head  ofthe 
street,  though  I  do  njt  mean  to  call  them  ob- 
strctioas  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  term. 
At  2  P.  M.  today  I  found  no  less  than  eleven 
of  ACams's  ex  or'ess  teams  standing  there,  ueither 
loading  or  unloading,  and  there  was  plenty  of 
room  tor  the  horse  cars  to  pass  down  the  track- 
there  was  scarcely  any  obstruction  at  all.  There 
is  no  other  large  establishment  on  Courr  street 
which  requires  teams  in  front  of  its  doors;  hut 
there  is  a  far  different  state  of  things  in  Cornhill. 
We  find  three  large  wholesale  establishments  re- 
quiring a  good  deal  of  teaming.  There  a>-e  Morse 
&  Why te,  carting  a  large  amount  of  heavy  goods 
to  and  from  their  places;  Stephen  Smith,  desks 
and  office  turuitur?.  who  have  a  large  number  of 
teams  staudiug  before  their  doors;  Wright  .S.- 
Moody, wholesale  confectionery, with  larjje  cases  to 
be  removed  by  teams :  also  the  large  establish- 
ment of  Lawrence,  Wilde  &  Hull,  with  1  r^e  joo 
wagons  in  front  ot  their  place.  These  dealers  should 
have  some  rights  and  privileges  in  the  street.  I 
noticed  particularly  last  Saturday  afteruoou  uot 
less  than  twelve  heavy  express  wagons  in  Corn- 
hill at  four  o'clock,  when  business  is  generally 
almost  suspended.  Besides  that,  I  fiud  the 
Bostou  &  Lynn  Railroad  Office  on  Cornhill. 
where  all  the  Chelsea  aud  Lynn  cars  stop, 
in  consequence  of  which  there  are  frequeut 
b'ockaaes  of  teams  and  cais  on  Cornhill ;  and 
at  the  same  time  that  there  is  a  block  on  Cornhill 
you  will  find  Court  street  almost  entirely  empty 
of  teams,  unless  the  expiess  company's  teams  are 
at  the  bead  ot  the  street.  I  claim  that  the  express 
company  have  complete  facilities  for  their  large 
number"  of  teams  without  inteifering  with  the 
railroad  track  at  all.  The  number  of  passengers 
carried  by  these  horse  railroads  is  something 
enormous.  I  have  collected  from  the  report  of  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  of  last  year  the  number 
of  passengers  ivbo  travel  in  the  horse  cars  that  come 
into  this  citv  of  Boston,  and  I  find  that  on  the 
Metropolitan  there  were  upwards  of  20,000.000; 
Middlesex,  4,500,000;  South  Boston, 6,000,000;  High- 
land, 3,800,000;    Boston  &   L'-nn,  2.262.000;    Cam- 
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bridge,  something  over  8,000,000.  making  in  all 
45,000,000  passengers  carried  by  the  horse  railroads 
running  into  the  city  of  Boston— a  larger  number 
by  3,000,000  than  the  whole  number  of  passengers 
carried  upon  the  ste.-ni  railroads  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  during  the  same  time.    It  is  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  people  wljo  travel  on  those 
cars  i  hat  I  :  peak  today.    I  cave  no  interest  in  any 
horse  railroad   whatever,  and  members  of   this 
Hoard  who  were  here  last  year  will  recollect  that 
I  felt  it  ruv  duty  to  oppose  nearly  every  proposi- 
tion that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  made  for  in- 
creasing  its  facilities.    In  the  report    made  by 
the  Committee  on  Paving  letting  to  the  r'lief  of 
Tremont   street,   it   seemed  to  me  that  the  ac- 
tion   proposed    was    not    sufficient.    This    work 
should    nor     be     done    bv    piecemeal  —  laying 
(iowd     a     track     here     and     taking     up     an- 
other   there.      ibis    whol"    subject    should    be 
considered  in  a  comprehensive  view.    I  have  no 
doubt  the  Committee  on  Paving  will,  in  doe  time, 
report  some  comprehensive  plan    to    relieve  the 
obstruc ions  trom  our  streets,  and    it  is  for  that 
rtasoii  that  I  do  net  bebf  \&  it  is  wise  to  act  Up  en 
the  matter  by  pieceme  1.    I  kno  v  that  arduous 
duties     are     imposed      upon      the     Committee 
on  Paving,  some  twenty  or  thirty  and  sometimes 
more   matters   being   reti  rred    to    tnem    every 
Mondav.       This      matter      of      a      systematic 
arrangement     of     the      horse      railioad      sys- 
tem   I    know  they   are   giving   serious   thought 
to,    and     will     report     in     due     time    to    the 
Boaul.    But  I  do  not  believe  the  removal  of  the 
tiacks  in  Court  and  Devonshire  streets  is  in   har- 
mony with  that  which  they  have  in  view.    1   have 
only  to  sav  that  it  seems  that  when  their   ;  Ian  is 
mapped  out,  that  they  might  utilize  the  tracks  in 
Staf1  and  Devonshire  streets.    A  plan   has  been 
suggested,    which   commends  itse:f    to    me,  for 
running  the  Mitt  lesex  cars  up  Washington,  down 
State   and    out   Devonshire    streets,   instead    of 
through  Sudbury  street.    Within  a  year  from  now 
the  lease  of  the  old  State  House  expires,  and  the 
city  may  consider  it  expedient  to  remove  that  old 
landmark,  but  that  is-  a  question  for  the  future 
to  decide.    Until  a  systematic  plan  is  laid    out  for 
the  government  of  all  thes;  roads,  I  do  nor  oelieve 
in  taking  up  or  lp.ying  down  tracks  by  piecemeal. 
Wiien  the  taking  up  of  the  Court-street  track  was 
first  cousuiered  no   one  came   to  the  Board  and 
asked  for  it ;    no  one  appeared  to  ask  for  it,  under 
the  ouler  of  notice ;  ana,  as  I  have  said,  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  retaining  the  tracks  were  suffi- 
cient to   convince  me  that  they  should  remain. 
Tbj     Middlesex    road    appealed,  and    askel  to 
bavs    the   tracks  retained     in    State    and  Dev- 
onshire   strest* ;    nobody   appeared   before    the 
Board  and  asked  for   the   removal   except   one 
young  man,  who  was  evidently  unused  to  appear- 
ing before  legislative  bodies,  and  who  brought  be- 
fore tnis  Board  two  expressmen  as  witnesses.  One 
of  them  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Marblehead  and 
the  other  the  owner  of  the  Maiden  express,  and 
they  asked  for  the  removal.    Neither  is  a  tax- 
oayer  in  the  city  of  Boston.    If  tuis  matter  had 
had   an  impartial  hearing,   if   the   Metropolitan 
toad  had  come  and  given  reasons  why  it  wanted 
the    tracks    retained     on     Court     street,     and 
if    the    owners     and     abutrers     had    appeared 
and   had  given    satisfactory    reasons    why    th-j 
tracks  should  be  removed,  if  the  argument  of  the 
latter  had  been  the  stronger,  then  I  might  be  will- 
ing to  ha^e  it  done.    But  we  have  had  no  petition 
for  the  removal  here,  and  I  don't  know  that    the 
Committee   on    Paving   have  had  any.    The  only 
petition    comes   ftom   the  Adams  Express  Com- 
pany, but  they  did  not  appear;  for  what  lesson  I 
don't   know.    They  occupy  the   largt-st  part   of 
Couit  street,  which  is  as  much  largerby  the  whole 
width  of  Washington  street  than  the  site  they  for- 
mally occupied.    I  cannot  see  how  they  are  incon- 
venienced   by    the   tracks.    Today  I  saw    eleven 
of  their  teams  standing  idle  on  Court  street,  and 
the  Metropolitan  cars  passed  down  without  anv 
difficulty.    The  express  teams  stand  there  from 
an  hour  to  an  bour  and  a  quartet  and  three-quar- 
ters at  a  tim°.    I  know  it.  and  it  is  directly  in  op- 
position to  the  oidinaoces  of  the  city  of  Boston  ; 
but  I  don't  a^k  to  have  them  enforced.    Our  ordi- 
nances ate  r.ot  like  Dielaws  of  the  Medes  and  Per- 
sians, to  be  enforced  strictly  to  the  letter.    So,  for 
one,  I  am  perfectly  content  that  the  express  wag- 
ons should  stand  atthe  bead  of  the  street ;  butl  am 
not  content  to  have   them   come   here   ana   use 
their  influence  to   prevent   the  running  of  cars 
through.  Court  street,  and  necessitate  a  complete 
blockade  to  travel  on  Cornhill,  to  the  inconven- 
ience of  hundreds  and  thousands  of   passenger.-. 


I  desire  to  state  further,  that  no  p>rty  connected 
with  the  MeTopolitan  road  has  teen  to  me  upon 
this  subject.  The  or,ly  reason  I  have  for  moving 
a  tecoiisideratioo,  is  to  have  it  opened  and  dis- 
cussed. The  arguments  given  foi  the  retention 
of  the  tracks  are,  to  my  mind,  unanswerable.  If 
the  motion  to  reconsider  prevails,  1  will  move  to 
lav  the  matter  upon  the  table,  or,  if  the  Committee 
on  l'avi  g  d  sire  it,  to  have  it  r-jcommitied 
to  them,  if  mother  hear!  >g  is  des'ted.  It  seems 
to  me  rhat  the  action  of  the  Board  so  far  is  un- 
wise; it  does  not  tend  to  relieve  streets  of  the 
blockades.  It  is  true  we  do  not  see  much  of  the 
blockade  now  on  Tremont  and  Wasoington 
streets;  and  I  think  that  with  the  efforts  the  lead- 
ing borst  raihoads  nave  made  during  the  past  six 
months  for  the  safety,  convenience  and  comfort  of 
their  passengers,  tbey  should  have  the  right 
to  be  heard  at  this  Board,  because  it  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  the  granting  of  the  best  facilities 
of  travel  for  twenty  or  thirty  milUo-s  of  people. 

Alderin  ;n  Buriage— I  am  eert-iinly  as  desirous 
of  acting  reasonably  in  this  matter  as  any  one.  I 
am  not  prejudiced  against  horse  railroads,  for  I 
knnwthev  ar  a  great  convenience,  and  it  wasn't 
necessary  for  the  Alderman  to  state  the  number 
of  easseiigers  they  ca>ry.  I  must  confess  I  am  a 
little  surprised  at  his  remarks,  and  I  will  state 
Thy  the  committee  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
give  their  reaeons  for  the  removal.  I  am  surpris- 
ed that  the  gentleman  says  that  Cornhill  is  more 
blocked  by  horse  cars  than  Court  st>e  t.  I 
know  »hat  Court  street  is  23  feet  7 
inches  wide  from  curb  to  euro  ar,  Washington 
street,  and  24  feet  1  inch  at  Court  square,  at  the 
Adverti?er  office.  So  far  as  my  experience  foes, 
there  are  six  vehicles  passing  through  Court 
street  to  one  passing  through  Commit,  and  I 
think  the  Bo-rd  will bear  me  out.  I  h^ve  travelled 
by  horse  cars  through  Cornhill  and  have  never 
seen  a  block;  that  street  is  travelled  ve>y  little 
by  vehicles.  The  Paving  Committe-  did  not  de- 
cide this  matter  upon  any  consideration  for 
Adams  &  Co.'s  Express,  neither  because  it  was 
granted  as  a  temporary  location ;  but  because  the 
track  is  au  obstruction  to  public  tiavel.  In  the  mat- 
ter of  a  rearrangement  of  the  routes  of  the  i  Ulroad 
companies,  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  9  has  done 
the  committee  but  simple  justice  in  stat  ng  that 
they  have  attempted  to  arrange  the  matter  from 
the  time  they  firs;  came  into  office.  That  was  the 
way  the  petition  for  a  new  location  for  the  South 
Boston  came  in ;  that  was  thought  to  be  the  best 
solution  or  the  difficulty,  and  the  committee 
granted  the  location  as  sooc  as  possible.  I  am  a 
little  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the  Alderman, 
because,  if  he  is  desirous  or  remedying  this 
difficulty,  his  action  has  app- are.)  strange, 
as  I  think  he  was  a  little  mimical  to  that 
measure  at  the  time.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  when  f  at  matter  pas  ect  he  put  in  a  motion 
to  reconsider,  which  was  withdrawn  at  the  last 
moment.  The  location  was  finally  accepted  on 
the  last  of  the  thirty  days,  but  the  company  did 
not  proceed  to  put  down  their  tracks.  They  have 
not  c  one  it  yet,  though  we  have  assurances  that 
they  will  do  so.  Until  that  track  is  down  the 
committee  don't  ses  any  way  to  rearrange  the 
system  of  running  the  horse  cars,  It  is  in- 
tended to  take  off  a  good  many  of  the  cars 
from  the  route  round  Cornhill,  which  will 
greatly  relieve  Tremont  street  and  Temple 
place.  As  to  the  track  of  the  Middlesex  Com- 
pany there  seems  to  be  less  cause  for  it  to  remain 
than  any  other,  because  they  don't  propose  to 
maieanyuse  of  it  at  presenc.  The  Chairman 
has  correctly  stated  the  action  of  the  committee 
on  that  matter.  They  informed  the  president  that 
if  no  one  objected  to  the  track  remaining  they 
would  take  no  steps  to  have  it  removed — at  all 
events,  in  regard  to  the  one  in  Devonshire  street. 

Alderman  Harris— When  was  the  conversation 
wi  th  the  president  of  the  road  ? 

Alderman  Burrage— About  three  weeks  ago;  I 
can't  say  exactly.  After  that  conversation  the 
matter  came  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  "We 
had  applications  from  forty-three  expressmen 
and  104  truckmen  for  the  removal.  The  criticism 
has  been  made  that  they  are  not  taxpayers;  but 
they  do  business,  audi  have  found  that  th°y  are 
the  owners  of  the  tet>ms.  All  the  express  com- 
panies in  new  Devonshire  street  ask  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  track.  If  the  track  is  of  no  present 
use,  the  Aldermen  have  no  right  to  let  it  re- 
remain  there  at  the  inconvenience  of  the  public 
who  wish  it  removed.  Even  if  it  is  a  little  expense 
to  the  company,  we  can't  help  that.  It  was  a  tem- 
porary grant,  to  be  removed  when  the  exigency 
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had  passed.  Furthermore,  it  is  entirely  useless 
now,  because  there  is  no  connection  with  the 
track  in  Dock  square,  and  they  must  get  liberty 
from  this  Board  before  they  can  make  ont.  If  these 
corporations  have  any  new  light  to  throw  upon  this 
subject  Isbouldbeglad  to  hear  them.  I  am  glad  to 
extend  all  reasonable  couitesy  to  parties  who  ask 
for  a  hearing.  They  were  fulJy  heard  at  the  time 
on  «.he  order  of  cotice.  In  regard  to  thi;  allusion 
that  the  petitioners  did  not  put  iq  a  hearing,  I 
will  remaik  that  the  party  who  was  to  present 
their  case  was  unavoidably  absent  that  cay  and 
wished  to  h»ve  the  matter  put  over,  but  the  com 
mitree  oidn't  deem  it  necessary.  The  committee 
considers .1  the  exigency  for  tne  removal  =o  great 
and  so  apparent  that  they  didn't  require  much 
argument  upon  tbe  matter. 

Alderman  Prescott — The  Alderman  from  Ward 
10  seems  to  doubt  some  figures  I  presented.  They 
were  obtained  from  the  police. 

Alderman  Burrage— To  which  figures  does  the 
Alderman  allude? 

Alderman  Prescott — To  the  width  of  Court 
street. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  take  my  figures  from 
those  in  possession  of  Superintendent  Harris. 

Alderman  Prescott — The  figures  stated  by  me 
show  that  Court  street  is  some  fourteen  inches 
wider.  In  regard  to  there  being  no  blocks  on 
Cornhill,  I  hope  this  matter  will  be  recousideted 
that  members  may  take  time  to  look  into  it.  They 
will  find  that  a  different  state  of  things  exists. 
Members  of  the  Board  may  get  a  wrong  impres- 
sion when  riding  through  the  street.  Last  Satur- 
day evening,  I  know  by  personal  observation  that 
cars  were  blocked  where  the  head  of  the  old  Scol- 
lav  building'  stood,  and  ac  that  time  not  a  team  was 
to  be  seen  on  Court  street.  There  are  serious  blocks 
there  in  the  evening,  when  the  places  of  amuse- 


ment are  just  out.  I  canse.  no  reason  why  the 
cars  should  all  be  sent  through  Cornhill  ar  that 
end  of  the  circuit,  than  that  the  tracks  in  Temple 
place  (should  be  taken  up,  and  all  the  cars  be 
made  to  go  thiough  Boylston  street.  If  meoabfrrs 
will  look  into  this  matter,  they  will  find  a  oiffer- 
ent  state  of  things  from  what  they  suppose,  and 
that  the  Committee  on  Paving  will  recsive  some 
new  light. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  am  willing  to  bavs  a  re- 
consideration, if  the  Board  deem  it  b  =  st  that  the 
parties  may  have  a  hearing.  I  do  this  simply  as 
an  act  of  courtesy.  If  they  wish  it,  I  a n  willing 
to  hear  thsm. 

The  i econside ration  prevailed. 

Aldeirnau  Bigelow — I  now  move  that  the  matter 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  I 
understand  that  the  parties  in  interest  strongly 
desire  another  hearing,  and  I  am  willing  to  give 
them  every  possible  advantage.  The  reason  this 
question  is  up  at  the  present  time  is  th.it  a  peti- 
tion came  in  for  tbe  repaying  of  Court  street.  I 
understand  there  are  now  but.  four  cars  au  dour 
running  through  Court  street;  and  believing 
the  losation  was  granted  for  a  temporary 
purpose,  it  was  thought  best  to  lemov'e 
the  track  m  view  of  the  pioposed  repaying  of  the 
street.  When  the  order  of  notice  was  offered,  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  15  moved  that  the  tracks  in 
State  and  Devouslu  <  e  streets  be  taken  up  at  the 
same  time.  My  only  desire  is  to  do  my  duty  to  the 
city,  and  I  believe  that  is  tbe  feeling  of  every 
member  of  the  committee.  I  therefore  move  that 
ths  matter  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

The  motion  pre  railed. 

On  morion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  July  6, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JULY    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7y2  o'clock,  P.M., 
H»lsey  J.  Boarduran,  President,  iu  ilie  cbair. 

PAPERS     FROM     THE     BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN     FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  ot  H.W.  Williams  et  al„  Martin  Hayes 
et  al.,  and  requests  of  sahool  committee  severally 
referred. 

Tn«  order  to  pay  Phincaa  E.  Gay  $13,000,  in  full 
settlement  ot  contract  with  Manuel  ami  Havnes 
tor  improvement  oa  the  Suffolk-street  district; 
and  die  order  for  transfer  of  $33,500 from  Reserv  d 
Fund  to  the  appropnation  for  Suffolk-stieet  IJis- 
u ict,  came  down  recommiited,  with  instructions 
to  report  an  order  to  pay  Mr.  (Jay  $15,297,  with  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent,  to  this  time.    Concurred. 

Invitation  to  attend  the  lecture  to  bi  Delivered 
before  Post  7,  (J.  A.  K.,  July  4.    Accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  peii  ion  of 
G.  C.  Hickok  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Miller  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  for  the  erection 
of  wooden  buildings  to  be  issue  1,  viz.:  To 
Gilbert  Williams,  Medford  street;  to  G-corge  & 
Proctor,  East  First  stieet.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Reports  and  orders  tor  extension  of  time  to 
build  to  be  granted,  viz. :  To  John  Carew  on 
East  Fourth  street;  to  E.  A.  Cushtng  on  Albany  ' 
stre-.t,  between  Canton  and  BrooKline  streets. 
Orders  read  twice  ami  paseerl. 

Ordei  for  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  tor  tne 
division  of  tue  city  into  twenty-foui  wards:  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  erectiou  of  a  stable  ou  the  city 
lptoj  Canal  street,  Cbarlestowo,  at  an  estimated 
cost  ot  $10,000.  R.-ad  twice  under  a  suspension 
of  ibe  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burdrit  ot  Ward  16, 
and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  police  officers  ou  duty  iu  Concord 
and  Lexington  on  1'Jth  of  April  the  money  received 
from  saul  towns  for  services  of  such  officers. 

Order  for  the  pieparatioo  and  printing  of  a  me- 
morial of  the  celebration  of  the  oie  hundredth 
annivers  irv  of  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Order  to  pay  Cyrus  White  $75,  as  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  A, First  Regiment,  from  April  1  to 
July  1. 

Severally  read  a  second  time  and  pasted  in  con- 
currence. 

ELECTION  OF  TREASURER   AND  COLLECTOR. 

The  elections  of  a  Treasurer  and  aCollectoi  came 
up  under  unfinished  business. 

Treasurer.    Messis.  Devereux  of   Ward  22,  Rice 
ot  Ward  19  and  Muiray  of  Ward  3  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  aid  count  votes.    They  re- 
ported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

Charles  H.  Dennie 52 

Thomas  Sherwin 2 

And  Mr.  Dennie  was  declar  >d  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Collector—  Toe  electron  of  a  Collector  was  next 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — If  debate  is  in  order,  I  de- 
sire to  soy  that  it  seems  to  rne  that  when  a  ques- 
tion ot  the  import  nee  of  this  is  brought  before 
the  body  which  Ins  tne  right  to  exercise  this  pow- 
er, something  should  be  sa'd  u;con  tna  auestion 
with  regard  t.o  the  propriety  of  the  action  pro- 
posed. 
The  President  ruled  that  debate  was  in  order. 
Mr.  Shaw— I  have  been  a  citizen  of  Boston  thirty- 
rive  y  ars,  and  I  believe  that  my  colleagues  -vho 
sit  wrthin  the  sound  of  my  voice  a.  e  either  natives 
or  have  been  residents  of  Boston  for  many  years. 
Now,  I  find  U;  on  my  desk — and  I  presume  others 
have  upoo  their  oesk^— the  n?mes  of  two  gentle- 
men a«  candidates  tor  the  office  of  Collector  of 
Taxe-.  I  believe  that  an  order  or  an  ordinance 
was  passed  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branch- 
es of  the  City  Council  a  few  years  since  making  it 
imperative  that  whoever  was  a  candidate  for  a  city 
office  should  se  a  citizen  of  Boston  in  ordei  to  oe 
eligible.  That,  sir,  I  believe  to  b?  right  in  spirit. 
Whether  it  be  an  ordinance  or  an  older,  I'care  not; 


an  orler  has  all  tne  solemnity,  ail  the  power,  of 
an  ordinance.  I  believe  such  an  order  was  passed, 
but  wuether  it  was  or  not,  makes  no  difference. 
The  question  comes  before  us  today  in  a  broad 
sense.  Ot  the  375,000  peopl  that  walk  tn«  streets 
day  by  d«,y,  it  seems  to  me  there  is  at  least  oce  cit- 
izen with 'the  qualifications  nece-saiy  to  fill  the 
office  of|Collector  ot  Taxes— at  east  one  citizen.  1 
believe  that  thousands  pass  this  City  Hall  every 
day  who  are  competent  to  exercise  the 
prerogatives  of  that  office.  Now,  sir,  I 
have  n't  toe  right,  in  a  parliamentary  s.-nse,  to 
criticise  what  may  have  been  i.one  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  City  Government ;  nor  do  I  pro- 
pose to  ili  so.  I  have  only  the  nglr  to  sav  that 
that  august  body,  by  a  Urge  majority,  has  elected 
to  the  officj  of  Collector  :i  gentleman— an  Honora- 
ble, pure  and  high-mindeu  g-ntieman,  without 
doub; — wh)  is  not  and  neve,  pa-  been  since  his 
freedom  a  citizen  of  Bo-ton.  As  well  might  tbe 
Board  of  Alderinec  a^'l  we  go  down  to  the  town 
of  Hull,  or  to  the  city  of  New  York  or  New  Or- 
leans, ana  elect  some  gentlemai  to  the 
office  ot  Collector,  thereby  l^iplyiLg  that 
of  ail  the  375,000  citizens  of  Bosto.i  not 
one  is  competent,  and  we  are  compelled  to  go 
to  Hull,  New  York  or'New  Orleans  to  find  one  man 
competent  and  fit  for  that  lace.  That  seems  to 
be  entirely  Aiongin  principle,  an  i  as  one  of  the 
humid  -st  uf  tne  members  of  mis  Council  I  raise 
uiy  humble  voice  against  it  here,  that  the  oeo^le 
of  Bo-ron  maj  kno  <,  ind  that  tbe  people  of  New 
York,  New  oilcan1?  and  Hull  and  of  the  whole 
civilized  world  may  know,  thr.t  the  city  of  Boston 
is  compelled  to  »o  out  of  her  own' limits  iato 
another  county  to  fiud  a  person  competeut  and 
fitte.i  for  an  office  worth  $5000  a  year  tor 
the  collection  of  the  taxes  levied  upon  her 
citizens.  Well,  sir,  there  may  be  thosejin  toe  com- 
munity who  desire  to  have  such  .  result  as  that, 
but  I  am  not  one  of  those.  I  am  opposed  on  prin- 
ciple to  anv  such  action.  The  gentleman  who  has 
been  elected  bv  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  an  hon- 
orable gMitlema-i  a.d  a  tried  sol aier.  No  man 
can  gainsay  thatj  no  man  de:  ires  to  do  so,  and 
la-t  or  all  would  I  raise  my  voice  agaiosc  such  a 
man  as  ttiat  But,  sir,  as  1  have  repeated,  of  the 
375,000  people  who  walk  our  streets  day  by  day, 
if  we  have  n't  one  who  is  fitted  and  competent  for 
that  place,  we  had  better  give  up  our  riirbc  to  a 
city  chaiter  and  hand  over  the  whole  pre- 
rogative of  this  City  Government  to  some  country 
town  of  Massachusetts.  I  should  hope  that  the 
good  common  sense  ot  th;  el-cteci  representatives 
of  the  people  will  lrown  upon  such  a  proposition. 
I  am  told,  sir— and  ,v  aether  it  is  true  or  not,  there 
are  those  who  can  deny  it,  if  it  is  not— that  the  gen- 
tleman ele.ited  by  the  other  branch— I  saynocbing 
in  ciiti;;ism  of  theii  action— is  rowth-  recipient, 
under  the  Ge  eral  Government,  of  a  Urge  salary, 
and  has  been  for  many  years.  All  honor  to 
him  as  a  brave  soldier,  and  a  true,  honest, 
fair  and  square  man.  But,  sir,  I  find  upon  my 
desk —  nil  I  care  not  to  eulogize  him,  for  1  have 
never  exchanged  a  wor-J  with  him  in  my  life 
on  the  subject— the  name  of  one  who  has 
betn  well  tried  foi  ten,  ivAve  or  fifteen  vears 
in  the  city  employment.  I  find  here  the  name  of 
James  W.  Ricker,  whose" record,  I  am  told,  stands 
unimpeached  and  unimpeachable.  I  don't  rise  in 
his  defence,  for  he  needs  none;  I  only  rise  to  ad- 
vocate a  principle,  and  that  i»  that  it  is  our  duty, 
in  cry  humble  judgment,  to  place  in  positions  of 
honor,  profit  or  trust,  well-known  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, citizens  who  have  been  well  tried  and  are 
competent,  against  whom  no  man  can  raise 
hi.  voice,  and  that  such  men  should  be 
the  recipients  ot  our  voces  for  the  offices 
ces  which  we  have  the  honor  and  the  right  and 
the  prerogative  to  confsr  upon  them.  I  am  no 
ma  's  advocate;  I  ojly  sp.ak  upon  that  p  inciple 
wuich  I  believe  the  citizens  of  Boston,  without 
distinction  of  party — I  was  going  to  make  another 
distinction,  but  I  will  not— and  without  distinc- 
tion of  party  or  caste,  will  say  is  right.  I  am  op- 
posed co  going  from  this  great  city  into  :iny  coun- 
try to»n,  or  into  any  other  city,  to  find  a  candidate 
to  receive  our  vores  for  an  office  the  salary  of 
which  is  $5000  per  annum,  the  right-,  'and 
dutifs,  and  prerogatives  of  vhich  can  bet- 
ter be  discharged  by  one  who  is  familiar 
with  u,  who  knoa-s  the  people  of  Boston,  who  has 
paid  taxes  here,  and  who  is  one  of  us.  If  the  city 
of  Boston  cannot  produce  *uch  a  ma-i  qualified  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  that  office,  then  I  say  it  is 
our  duty  to  go  elsewhere.  But  I  shall  repeat  it, 
even  at  the  expanse  of  repetition,  that  there  are 
ten  thousand  pe.ople  in  this  city  today  who  are  as 
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competent,  yea,  more,  sir,  by  experience  and  ac- 
quaintance with  the  people,  tban  is  the  gentleman 
wbo  has  been  elected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen ; 
and  all  this  time  not  a  word  can  I  raise  against 
him  as  an  honorable,  straightforward,  hoo- 
esi  mar.  1  have  my  choice  and  each  member  of 
tbisCouicil  has  his,  whether  to  say  be  will  raise 
his  voice  or  deposit  his  vote  for  a  citizen  of  Bcs- 
ton  or  in  favor  of  a  citizen  of  a  country  towa.  I 
have  said  all  I  desire  to  say.  I  nave  no  feeling, 
no  animosity,  nothing  agaiost  any  man.  I  speak 
upon  piinciple,  and  trust  the  principle  1  have 
announced  will  be  sustained  by  this  City  Govern- 
ment. Be  it  sail  to  our  shame,  through  the  civ- 
ilized world,  that  of  all  the  375,000  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton not  One,  sir,  is  competent  or  capable  of  ad- 
ministering the  office  of  Collector  of  Taxes,  and 
the  City  Council  was  compelled,  for  that  reason 
alone,  to  go  into  a  countiy  town  to  find  a  candi- 
date for  that  place. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— Geneial  Sherwin  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Bo:tou,  being  a  son  of  the 
highly  respected  Thomas  Sherwm,  who  was 
for  many  years  the  teacher  of  the  Eng- 
lish High  School.  Gfneral  Sherwin  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Boston  Latin  School.  When 
he  was  but  twenty  years  old  the  wai  broke 
out,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-second 
Massachusetts  Regiment,  as  lieutenant.  By  a 
steady  and  faithful  uerfonnance  of  duty  he  rose 
to  the  position  of  lieutenant  colonel  of  that  regi- 
ment, and  during  rhe  scarcity  of  officers  while  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  war  decimated,  it  ffll  to 
his  duty  to  command  a  brigade.  He  was  brevetted 
a  brigadier  general  for  con-picuous  gallantry  in 
a  successful  assault  upon  the  rebel  fortifications 
in  front  of  Petersburg  After  the  War  was  over 
he  was  appointed  to  a  lesponrible  office  in  the 
Boston  Custom  House,  which  gave  him  a  great 
deal  of  fioancial  duty  of  such  a  D,iture  a-, 
to  aid  and  qualify  him  for  the  position  of  Col- 
lector. During  all  the  time  be  has  held  that  po- 
sition he  has  spent  the  business  hours  of  every 
day  i a  Boston.  Not  having  a  large  income,  hav- 
ing a  family  to  support,  and  being  a  man  who  un- 
der no  circumstances  would  live  beyond  his  in- 
come, he  hired  a  house  ia  Dedham  ou  account  of 
the  cheapness  of  rent.  The  propri'  ty  is  perfectly 
evident  that  every  official  of  Bostou  should  live  iu 
the  city ;  no  person  would  recognize  it  quicker 
than  General  Sherwin,  and  ne  stated  to  the  com- 
mittee that  if  the  City  Council  should  see  fit  to  elect 
him  to  this  office  he  would  at  once  move  into  Bos- 
ton. But  to  me  it  seems  to  be  a  distinction  without  a 
difference.  I  am  just  as  much  a  c-tizen  of  Boston, 
sleeping,  as  I  shall  tonight,  io  Arlington,  where  1 
spend  my  summers,  as  I  am  in  winter,  sleeping  in 
Boston.  I  think  that  a  man  spending  every  busi- 
ness day  in  Boston  i^  just  as  practically  identified 
with  the  interests  of  Boston,  for  this  investigation, 
it  is  just  as  satisfactory  for  our  purpose?,  whether 
he  rents  a  house  in  Dedham  oi  in  Boston.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  distinction  which  is  baraly 
worth  while  lor  this  Council  to  take  into  the  ques- 
tion. We  want  tue  best  man  «;e  can  find  to  fill 
the  place.  I  would  lite  the  Conned  to  re- 
flect for  a  moment  wheth  r,  at  the  time 
General  Suei  win  was  earning  honor  for  Boston  by 
his  manly  service  in  the  field,  we  should  have 
heard  any  gentleman  question  Uis  citizenship.  I 
think  we  should  have  claimed  him  as  a  citizen  of 
Boston  and  a  Boston  boy,  and  have  been  proud 
to  do  so.  I  don't  think  we  could  select  any  man 
more  identified  with  Boston's  interests  than  Gen- 
eral Sherwin.  I  believe  that  if  he  were  elected 
tonight  to  the  office  of  Collector,  and  were  to 
move  into  Boston  immedi  t-ly  aftei,he  would  be  no 
more  and  no  less  a  citizen  of  Bostor  th  "h -is  now. 
But  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department, 
to  whom  it  fell  to  maue  this  nomination,  were  very 
deeply  impressed  with  the  great  importance  of  the 
selection.  To  me  it  sweated  the  mo>t  important  and 
responsible  duty  that  had  fallen  to  me  since  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  serve  in  this  Council,  and  1 
know  that  the  whole  committee  felt  it  deeply  and 
seriously.  This  official  will  bundle  15,000,000  of 
money  every  year;  he  will  also  have  the  appoint 
rnent  of  fifteen  or  tyventy  officials  under  him. 
Their  duties  are  very  important  and  Difficult,  and 
it  is  a  position  which,  it  seems  to  me,  requires 
more  than  an  ordinary  class  of  ability.  It  is 
known  that  there  are  a  good  many  people  in  the 
city  of  Boston  who  are  taxed  by  tue 
Board  of  Assessors,  and  it  appears  after  the  war- 
rants are  placed  iu  the  bauds  of  the  Collector  to 
collect,  that  it  is  actually  impossible  for  them  to 
pay  ;  and  it  is  necessary  for  the  Collector,  iu  that 
event,  to  use  his  discretion  to  a  certain  extcut  in 


not  pursuing  people  who  are  absolutely  unable  to 
pay.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  people  who  are 
amxly  able  *o  pay,  but  who  take  pains  to  impress 
upon  the  Collector  aud  his  deputies  that  they  are 
unable  to  do  so ;  and  here  it  is  a  difficult 
problem,  requiring  a  discretion,  knowledge  of 
men,  for  the  official  who  holds  this  power  to  press 
one  and  to  terrain  from  pressing  another.  The 
man  who  holds  that  power,  if  he  is  not  strong  in 
independence,  courage  and  integrity,  mav  iuvolvs 
the  city  of  Bostou  in  a  way  of  doing  business 
which  would  be  exceedingly  unsatisfactory.  The 
deputy  collectors,  too,  who  will  be  appointed  to 
press  delinquents  *nd  insist  upon  their  paying, 
wrll  have  a  most  disagreeacle  duty,  one  which  the 
officers  would  be  well  inclined  to  evade  upon  oc- 
casion. Of  course  it  requires  firmness,  tact  and 
discretion  to  see  that  these  deputy  collect- 
ors do  exactly  their  duty  and  no  more 
than  their  duty;  that  they  co  not  op- 
press the  people;  and  yet  that  they  do  not 
a'low  a  taxpayer  who  is  able  to  pay  t  j  escape  p. ly- 
ing his  taxes  while  you  and  I  pay  them.  The  of- 
fice i°  such  a  oue  that  it  do-s  nor  necessarily  fol- 
low that  a  m.in  who  is  a  good  clerk  would  be  a 
good  collector.  It  needs  mote  than  a  good  clerk; 
it  needs  a  man  who  is  known  to  possess  qualities 
of  courage,  manliness,  justice  and  firmness,  and 
it  was  the  unanimous  opicioa  of  -he  committee 
that  of  all  the  names  bsfoe  them,  Geneial  Sher- 
win possessed  these  qualities  ia  the  very 
h  guest  degree.  It  seemed  to  tbem  and 
to  me,  that  they  presented  to  this  Council 
a  man  unsurpassed  id  bis  fitness  for  that  office, 
and  they  believe  so  now  ;  tbej  believe  that  no  bet- 
ter name  could  be  presented  to  the  Council. 
There  is  the  name  of  another  car.did?te  here  who 
has  been  in  the  office  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  one 
of  the  clerks  for  some  time,  aid  I  believe  him  to 
be  a  very  good  clerk;  but  I  do  not  believe  he  p as- 
sesses anything  like  the  quan'ficatioi  s  for  this  of- 
fice that  General  Sherwin  does.aud  therefore  I  shall 
not  vote  for  him.  The  committee  have  attempt- 
ed Toothing  elsewuatever  iu  theit  deliberations  but 
to  search  for  the  best  itiaa ;  they  have  no'  all  ->ned 
personal  friendship  or  good  will,  or  a  desire  of  in- 
fluence, or  anything  whatever,  lo  influence  them 
in  looking  at  tiie  qualifications  of  this  candidate : 
but  have  endeavored  to  present  to  the  Council  the 
very  best  man  tb-y  could  hod  tor  the  office,  and 
they  believe  they  have  dous  «o. 

Mr.  Sha^  of  Ward  5—1  have  no  shadosv  or  show 
of  fault  to  fi-ad  with  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
honorable  gentleman;  all  be  has  said  is  true  m 
principle,  and  the  propositions  he  makes  aie 
uroper  a.  d  right.  But,  sir,  lie  has  n"t  offered  one 
sciutillaof  evidence  that  General  Slier  *iu  pos- 
sesses one  single  item  of  financial  experience.  He 
may  have  been  the  boldest  and  bravest  of  the 
generals  in  the  armv:  a  m«n  may  be  a  gooj  ma- 
son, but  it  does  n't  folio vt  that  he  can  successfully 
keep  a  hotel,  or  be  a  first  class  carpenter.  In  all 
I  said  I  brought  no  shadow  or  iutim  tion  against 
Geueral  Sbsr.viu.  As  a  man  and  a  sol- 
dier I  believe  him  to  be  brave,  honora- 
ble and  honest;  but  ctoes  that  quality  him  for 
the  position  of  collector  of  t.  xe?'?  My  worthy 
friend  says  what?  Why.  sir— aud  I  quote  his 
words— "It  is  a  ino-t  responsible  office;  it  re- 
quires one  who  is  well  acquainted  with  tbe  people 
of  Bostou."  I  take  hi  n  on  thit  issue.  The  cruet 
candidate  is  one  yvho  fo'-  the  last  ten,  tyvelve  or 
fifteen  years  had  ad  ministered  the  Unties  or  the 
office,  and  my  worthy  friend  from  the  NrotD  War.: 
does  n't  opeu  or  can't  opeu  his  lips  atj.iii.st  that 
man  in  the  discharge  of  his  dun.-.  "Ex- 
perience," "aoquainte'i  yvith  tue  business." 
and  '-the  oeojde  of  Bostou."  I  o-iy  ask, 
sir,  as  a  man  of  common  sense,  whether 
the  experience  which  that  man  h.as  had  is  n't 
worth  a  great  ileal  more  lo  the  city  ot  Boston  than 
is  the  experience  of  oue  who  is  a  resident  of  a 
country  town  iu  another  couuty,  to  matter  whit 
he  mav  be.  or  what  may  have  been  his  record 
as  a  brave  aud  bold  geneial  in  the  army.  We  are 
net  now  in  tunes  ot  war:  ne  arc  in  times  ot  peace, 
thank  God;  and  there  is  u't  a  man  sitting  at  this 
Board  but,  at  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  oeiieves 
that  a  man  experienced  in  the  uepattnieut 
w-here  this  other  candidate"  has  been  is  bet- 
tet  fitted  for  the  positiou  of  collector.  Fa- 
voritism, sir!  The  Boston  Cusrom  House  -let  mo 
talk  it  boldly,  sir— the  Bosto  j  Custom  House  lias 
lobbied  individual  members  of  thi-  Council  to  my 
certaiu  knowledge.  The  Boston  Custom  House 
has  been  brought  up  her, .  I  have  felt  it.  others 
have  telt  it.  We  might  as  welt  talk  plant  Anglo- 
Saxon  language  he. o.    We  all  come  here  to  de- 
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fend  the  rights  and  pass  upon  the  interests  of 
the  city  of  Boston.  Is  it  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  city  or  Boston  to  go  out  of  town 
and  take  a  young  man  with  ho  financial  ex- 
perience, with  no  piactical  acquaintance  with 
the  people,  when  we  have  one  who  for  the  last 
twelve  or  fifteen  years. Ins  served  In  that  capacity, 
and  against  whose  competency  no  pei^on  in  this 
Couucil  or  in  this  community  cao  raise  his  voice. 
I  speak  upon  the  principle  of  this  thine.  My 
worthy  friend  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  nomina- 
tion—and  he  doei  it  in  all  honesty  and  fairness,  I 
have  no  doubt;  he  is  a  friend  ot  the  bold  and 
brave  general,  and  1  gladly  stand  here  and  second 
all  he  has  said  m  regard  to  his  valor,  courage  and 
ability;  but  is  this  (Government  to  be  carried  on 
by  favoritism ?  Let  us  ^sk  in  this  arrd  every  in- 
stance where  appointments  are  to  be  made  and 
elections  to  be  had,  Is  this  a  Government  of  the 
people,  or  is  it  a  Government  of  friends  who  come 
nere  to  serve  their  own  purposes?  I  speak  with 
wannth,  because  I  speak  with  sincerity;  with  ar- 
der,  because  it  devolves  upon  every  honest  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Government  to  stand  in  his  place 
and  declare  his  opinion.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
duties  of  that  office  can  be  discharged  with  much 
more  satisfaction  ro  the  375,000  people  of  Boston 
oy  James  W.  Rickei  than  by  Genetal  Thomas 
Sherwiii;and  the  words  I  state  here  will  be  copied 
verbatim  et  literatim,  and  tney  will  go  before 
the  people  ot  Boston,  who  will  say  amen  to  that 
sentiment,  whether  it  comes  from  me  or  from  some 
other  gentleman  of  the  Council— it  makes  do  oif- 
ference  who.  Honestly,  fairly,  and  in  a  parlia- 
mentary manner,  I  mean  to  state  this  proposition, 
which  is  a  bold  one,  but  it  is  one,  sir,  which  the 
people  respect,  and  which  shall  go  abroad  over 
thu  continent  of  ours,  even  to  the  shores  of  the 
1'aciflc  and  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  that  Bos- 
ton, sir,  Boston,  had  a't  a  mao  of  hor  375,000  peo- 
ple competent  to  be  Collector  of  Taxes,  but  had  to 
go  into  tne  country  to  find  that  man !  This  is  a  dis- 
grace, sir,  to  the  city  of  Boston,  high  as  she  stands 
in  the  feelings  and  righteous  judgment  of  the 
people  of  the  civilized  world  todav.  The  seat  of 
learning,  the  Athens  of  America— Boston,  sir ;  Bos- 
ton, sii  —lias  n't  a  man  competent  or  fit  to  collect 
the  taxes  ?*ssessed  upon  her  people  within  her 
broad  limits  of  almost  20,000  acres!  Disgrace  to 
the  city  of  Boston  it  may  be  in  principle ;  not, 
sir,  by'  the  election  of  the  gentleman  whom 
my  friend  defends,  but  in  fact  and  prin- 
ciple. If  that  honorable  committee  couldn't 
find  a  person  in  Boston  fit  to  fill  that  place,  and 
were  not  wise  enough  nor  full  enough  of  research, 
and  had  rot  the  acquaintance  with  the  people  to 
find  such  a  ma-i,  give  it  to  some  committee,  per- 
haps not  of  more  at. ility,  but  ot  better  judgment 
and  sounder  discretion,  and  one  better  acquainted 
with  the  people.  I  speak,  as  I  said  before,  with 
feeling;  not,  sir,  that  1  have  animosity  against 
one,  or  favoritism  tor  the  other;  but  I  advocate  a 
principle  which,  in  my  humble  judgment,  is  one 
that  the  people  of  Bos'on  always  have  adhered  to 
and  always  will  adhere  to. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  Mor- 
rison of  Ward  9.  Whitcomb  ot  Ward  13,  and 
D'iggan  of  Ward  5  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
collect  and  count  votes.    They  reported : 

Whole  number  of  votes 67 

Necessarv  to  a  choice 34 

James  W.  Ricker 37 

Thomas  Sherwin 29 

Wm.  H.  Learnard.Jr 1 

Ana  Mr.  Ricker  was  declared  elected  in  ton-con- 
currence.   Ce'tificate  sent  up. 

AUDITOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  aanual  report  ot  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
(City  Doc.  No.  72)  was  received  and  sent  up. 

the  payments  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  couDty 
of  Suffolk  during  the  financial  year  of  1874-75, 
drawn  for  by  the  Mayor  through  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  were  as  follows,  viz: 

On  account  of  the  City  of  Boston $14,596,205.07 

On  account  of  the  County  of  Suffolk 168,680.30 

Total  drawn  for  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  $14,764,865.37 

To  which  add  the  payments  by  the  Treas- 
urer, which  did  not  pass  through  the  Au- 
ditor's office,  to  pay  the  State  Tax,  Inter- 
est and  Premium,  County  of  Suffolk,  aud 
Militia  Bounty,  the  details  of  which  are 
given  under  the  head  of  "Auditor's  Ag- 
gregates"      $3,677,282.81 

To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  (see  Auditor's  Aggregates 
fordetails) 2,061,784.37 

Old  claims,  being  Auditor's  drafts  of  pre- 
vious years 464.10 


Total  payments,  as  shown  bv  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts $20,504,416.65 


The  actual  payments,  as  shown  by  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  City  and  County  Trea:-urer  to  the  City 
Council,  which  is  apeDded  to  this  document,  were 
as  follows,  viz.: 

On  account  of  the  City  of  Boston $20,130,337.09 

On  account  of  the  County  of  Suffolk 372,311.99 


Add  to  which  the  drafts  drawn  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  on  ac- 
count of  City  of  Boston  during 
the  year,  but  not  paid ,  say $1 ,7M.57 

County  of  Suffolk 10.00 


$20,502,649.08 


1,767.57 


We  have  the  total  as  given  above  by  the 
Auditor $20,504,416.65 


The  Treasurer's  report  shows  that  the  bal- 
ance of  cash  on  hand  April  30, 1874,  was. .  $2,185,172.30 

Total     receipts    during   the 
year  1874-75 $21,754,081.39 

Total   payments  during  the 

year  1874-75. , 20,502,649.08 

1,252,332.31 

Showinga  cash  balance  April  30, 1875 $3,437,504.61 

To  this  cash  balance  of  the  Treasurer,  we 
add  the  amount  advanced  by  him  on  a 
loan  authorized,  but  not  negotiated,  as 
shown  under  the  head  of  "Treasurer's 
balance" 97,781.13 


Balance  belonging  to  the  treasury $3,535,285  74 


This  balance  of  83,535,285.74  is  subject  to  the  fol- 
lowing payments,  viz.: 
Balances  of  unexpended  appropriations  for 

uncompleted  woiks,  etc.,  carried  to  1875- 

76 $3,428,822.37 

Sundry  items  shown  under  the  head  of  the 

Treasurer's  balance 106,463.37 


$3,535,285.74 


Redemption  Funds. 

The  Commissioners  on  the  Sioking  Funds,  for 
tbe  redemption  of  toe  debt  of  the  ciiy,  paid  during 
the  financial  year  ending  April  30,  1875,  $2,171,- 
955.78,  of  debt,  as  follows: 

Paid  at  maturity $1,237,193.19 

Purchased  with  revenue  set  apart  for  that 

purpose 724,000.00 

Charlestown  and  Brighton  demand  notes 

purchased '     81,060.92 

Consolidated  Street  Improvement  Sterling 

Loan  purchased  in  London  by  contract 

(£12 ,465) 67,1 28.75 

Burnt  District  Sterling  Loan  purchased  in 

London  (£10.200) 53.572.92 

Paid  due  1873-4,  but  not  called  for  until 

lf-74— 5 9,000.00 

©2,171, 955.78 


The  Debt. 

The  detailed  debt  table  in  the  report  represents 
that  there  is  outstanding  $24,500,  which  became 
due  in  the  years  1874  and  1875,  but  was  not  called 
for,  tbe  interest  on  which  has  ceased.  The  amount 
of  debt  issued  during  tbe  vear  was  f  or  citypur- 
poses  $2,436,000,  and  for  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works  $260,000;  total,  $2,696,000.  The  tables  which 
follow  aggiegate  the  particulars  relating  to  the 
debt,  and  show  that  while  the  gross  funded  and 
unfunded  debt  which  stood  April  30,  1875,  at 
$43,512,611.12,  against  $43,137,463.12,  April  30, 1874, 
has  increased  during  the  y=ar  $375,148,  the  net 
debt  standing  April  30,  1875,  $27,294,208.20,  against 
$27,719,890.37,  April  30,  1874,  ba?.  decreased  $425,- 
682.1?  in  the  same  period,  by  the  increase  of  means 
for  paying  the  same.  The  increase  ot  the  gross 
debt  was  caused  principally  by  negotiating  the 
aoditional  lo-m  of  $1,620,000  for  completing  the 
"Burnt  District"  improvements,  authorized  by  an 
order  of  the  City  '.  ouncil  March  30, 1874. 
The  amount  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  city, 

of  all  kinds,  April  30, 1874,  was $42,890,785.77 

Add  amount  of  bonds  issued  on  account  of 

City  and  Water  Loans  during  the  year 

1874-75 2,696,000.00 


$45,586,785.77 
less  amount  of  debt  paid  during  tbe  year 
1874-75 2,171,955.78 


Total  funded  debt  of  the  city,  April  30, 
1875 $43,414,829.99 

Add  unfunded  debt,  being  advances  made 
by  the  treasurer  on  a  loan  "authorized  by 
City  Council,  but  not  negotiated 97,781.13 
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Totalf u?ided  and  unfunded  debt,  April  30, 
1875 $43,512,611.12 

The  indebtedness,  as  stated  above,  the  Auditor 
classifies  as  follows; 

City  Debt  proper $26,882,676.18 

Water  Debt  (net  cost  of  the  Water  Works).   10,786,739.19 

War  Debt  (loans  outstanding) 1,794,500.00 

Koxbury  Debt  "  487,750.00 

Dorchester  Debt         "  132,500.00 

Charlestown  Debt      "  1,247,805.15 

"       Water  Debt  "  1,280.000.00 

Brighton  Debt  "  405,640.60 

West  Eoxbury  Debt   "  495,000.00 

Total,  as  above $43,512,S11.12 

Total  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  April  30, 
1874 $43,137,463.12 


The  Water  Loans  outstanding  April  30,  1875, 
amount  tn  $8,123,711.11 ;  but  the  real  debt  of  the 
Water  Works  is  shown  by  the  excess  of  the  in- 
terest and  expense0  tor  said  works  over  the  ieve- 
nue  oenved  frcrn  the  same,  which  is  as  stated  in 
the  Appendix,  $10,786,739.19. 

The  Means  on  hand  for  Paying  the  Debt. 
Cash  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Sinking  Funds,  April  30, 

1875 $1,201,769.53 

Certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  belonging  to  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners on  the  Sinking  Funds 13,837,140.15 

Public  Land  Bonds  and  Mortgages  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  secured  oa  lands 
purchased  of  the  city,  all  payments  on 
which  are  made  to  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Sinking  Funds 364,441.03 

Street-improvement  and  other  Bonds,  do. .        815,062.16 

Total  redemption  means,  April  30, 1875. .'. .  $16,218,402.92 
Total  redemption  means,  April  30, 1874 15,417,572.75 

Increase  of  means  in  1874-75 $800,830.17 

The  Net  Debt  of  the  City.  ~ 
Tota\funded  and  unfunded  debt,  of  all  de- 
scriptions, of  the  City  ot  Boston,  April  30, 

1875 $43,512,611.12 

Total  means  on  hand  for  paying  the  same, 
April  30, 1875 16,218,402.92 

Net  debt  of  the  city,  April  30, 1875 $27,294.208.20 

Net  debt  of  the  city,  April  30, 1874 $27,719,890.37. 

Net  debt  of  the  city,  April  30, 1875 27,294,208.20 

Decrease  of  the  net  debt $425,682.17 

The  increase  of  means  for  the  redemption 
of  the  debt  during  the  year $800,830.17 

The  increase  of  the  gross  debt  during  the 
year 375,148.00 

Net  decrease  of  the  debt $425,632,17 

Income  and  Appropriations. 

Estimated  income  and  taxes $14,447,263.00 

Actual  income  and  taxes 14,335,014.75 

Deficiency  of  actual  income  aud  taxes 112,248.25 

Excess  of  appropriations  over  actual  pay- 
ments        $354,332.33 

Less  deficiency  of  actual  income  and  taxes.       112,248.25 

Total  amount  paid  to  the  Commissioners 
on'  Sinking  Funds  for  the  redemption  of 
th  e  debt  of  the  city $742,034.03 

The  New  State  Law. 

The  provisions  of  the  State  act  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Legislature,  prohibiting  cities 
and  towns  from  incurring  debts,  exclusive  of 
those  for  water  works,  the  aggregate  of  three  per 
cent,  on  their  valuation  of  taxable  property,  less 
the  amount  of  sinking  f uuds,  will  allow  the  city 
of  Boston,  with  its  valuation  ot  §798,755,050,  May 
1, 1874,  an  amount  of  net  debt,  less  the  outstanding 
water  loan«,  of  $23,662,s51.50. 
The  nross  funded  debt  of  the  city  of  Boston, 

April  30, 1875.  was 843,414,829.99 

Less  sinking  funds  15.033,899.68 

$28,375,930.31 
Less  water  loans 8,123,711.11 

Net  debt,  less  sinking  f  unds  and  water  loans$20,252,2I9.20 

Amount  of  debt,  allowed  by  the  act,  less 
water  loans $23,962,651 .50 

Net  debt  April  30,  1875,  less  water  loaus  ana 
sinking  funds $20,252,219.20 

$3,710,432.30 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  tbe  city  of  Boston  -can 
at  this  time  only  increase  its  debt,  other  than  for 
water  purposes,  $3,710,442.30.  The  net  debt  of  Bos- 
ton, as  shown  in  tbe  tables  before  given  pertain- 
ing to  the  debt, is  the  amount  ot  the  gross  debt, 
less  i  he  sinsing  funds  and  the  amount  of  bonds 
in  the  treasury,  receipts  on  which  are  pledged  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  while  the  above  shows 
the  aioss  oeot,  less  the  sinking  funds  alone. 
No  Renewal  of  Loans. 

The  c'ebt  tables  in  the  report  show  thac  in  each 
fixancia1  year  to  come  up  to  the  financial  year 
1894-5,  a  portion  of  the  dett  of  the  city  will  be- 
come due,  and  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to 
state  that  means  have  been  provided  for  paying 
the  saaoe  at  its  maturitv  with  do  lenewal  of  loans. 

The  tax  statement  will  show  a  large  amount  of 
taxes  outstanding  on  the  30th  of  April,  and  in  con- 
sequence thereof  there  was  a  deficiency  of  the 
amount  required  from  taxes,  as  estimated  by  the 
Auuitor  of  Accounts,  to  meet  the  expenditures  of 
the  year  of  §525,966.25;  and  the  comparative  tables 
of  the  estimated  aod  actual  revenue  received,  in- 
cluding the  taxes,  show,  for  tbe  first  time  since 
1851-2,  ,,  deficiency  in  the  actual  compared  with  the 
estimated  income,  of  §112,248.25.  which  was  made 
up  ftom  the  excess  of  appropriations.  During  this 
period  there  have  beeu  several  years  in  which  tlie 
payments  have  exceeded  the  appropriations, 
which  have  beea  met  by  an  excess  of  revenue. 
The  excess  of  appropriations  not  used,  less  the  de- 
ficiency of  revenue  paid  to  the  SiDking  Fund  Com- 
missioners as  the  result  of  the  veat'sbu-iness,  was 
$742,084.08. 

The  ravages  made  by  the  fires  of  Nov.  9, 1872, 
and  May  30, 1873,  spoken  of  in  previous  reports, 
have  nearly  all  been  obliterated,  the  burnt  dis- 
tricts being  mostly  built  over  with  vastly  superior 
business  structures  on  much  wider  streets.  The 
cost  for  the  street  improvements  in  the  burnt  dis- 
trict to  April  30, 1875,  was  $5,873,559.38,  and  of  the 
Washington  and  Essex  streets  district  to  same 
date,  $178,445.20.  There  remain  quite  a  cumber  of 
unsettled  claims  for  land  and  grade  damages  in 
these  districts.  The  total  number  of  buildings 
built  and  completed  upon  the  burnt  district  of 
1872,  since  the  tire,  444. 

The  assessment  ot  taxes  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  city  of  Bof  con  and  coucty  of  Suffolk  for 
the  financial  yeat  1874-5,  less  the  revenue  to  be  re- 
ceived from  other  sources;  also  to  pay  th«  State 
tax  levied  od  the  city  of  Boston.  1S74,  was— 

$12,629,946.78 

Supplementary  bills 1,180.68 

Additional  bills  bv  omission 361.24 


$12.631.4^.70 

Tax  payments  in  the  City  Treasury  to  April 

30,1875 $11,192,446.75 

Abatements 194,C94.31 

Outstanding,  April  30,  1875 1.244.047. 64 

$12,631,488.70 


The  Expenditures — City  of  Boston. 
Ordinary  expenses,  which  include  the   In- 
terest premium  and  exchange  paid  on  the 
entire  debt  of  the  city  ($2,671,496.12)  and 

ordinary  street  widenings $11,273,452.36 

Temporary  city  loaus.  redeemed 3,054.000.00 

Special  laving  cut  and  widening  street;  !  £81,669.18 

State  tax." S02.1-'0.0» 

Erecting  new  scboolhouse,   and  land  for 

•    same 386,669.74 

Erecting  new  buildings,  and  land  for  same  270.377.04 

Additional  supplv  of  water 224.956.63 

Northampton-street  District 174 

Building  and  rebuilding  bridges 138 

Parker  "dill  Reservoir. T 106,10633 

Water  works.  Wards  13,  14,  15  and   16,  and 

extension  of  V\  ards  17  and  19 104. -'50.39 

Soldiers'  relief B8.639.87 

Fort  Hill  improvement 66.477.24 

Memorial  Monument.  Boston  Common 22.500.00 

Church-street  District 2.tU9.4:i 

Water  pipes,  etc.,  Wards  17  aud  19 

Suffolk-street  District 1,247.75 

Militia  bounty -'5.00 


$18,*70,3lO,8J 

Tie  Treasurer's  payments,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  expenditures  on  account  of 
"the  City  oE  Boston,  as  given  above,  were 
to  the  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds,  the  revenue  received  on  account 
of  the  several  funds,  balances  of  unex- 
pended appropriations,  less  deficiency 
of  income 

Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds  for 
the  Mystic  Water  Works  Sinking  Funds, 
excess  of  income  over  expenditures 68,444.11 

:.094.6« 
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County  of  Suffolk. 

Court  expenses,  including  jurors'  and  wit- 
nesses' fees,  salaries  of  sheriffs,  assistant 
Cli  rks  of  courts  and  constables,  printing 
ami  stationery $245,540.21 

Repairs,  care  and  lighting  of,  fuel  and  fur- 
niture for  Court  House,  Municipal  Court 
moms  in  Roxbnrv,  Dorchester,  South 
Boston,  East  Boston,  Chaclestown,  W"st 
Roxburv  and  Brighton  districts,  and  Pro- 
bate Building  53,352.58 

Jail  expenses,  salaries  of  officers,  repairs, 
keeping  and  feeding  prisoners 26.890.83 

Execution  in  favor  of  Edwin  Wright  for 
breach  of  contract  by  city 12,361.60 

Coroners'  inquests  and  views 8,723.55 

Arranging  indexes  in  Probate  Office,  and 
clerical  services  in  Probate  Court 6,907.46 

Fees  of  Judge  of  Probate  and  officers  in  in- 
sanity cases,  and  justices  and  officers  in 
juvenile  offender  cases 6,164.72 

Fees  in  Insanity  cases  before  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate   '. 5,877.55 

Miscellaneous B.994.54 

$372,321. mi 

Revenue  City  of  Boston. 

Taxes  of  1x74 810,895,539.93 

Taxes  of  1873  and  previous  years 629,079.85 

Taxes,  corporation,  received  from  .State  of 

Massachusetts 354,909.48 

Taxes,  bank,  of  lh74 296,906.81 

Temporary  City  loans 3,054,000.08 

City  loans 2,48.6,000.08 

Water  loans 260,000.00 

Water  works,  rates,  etc 1,013,051.02 

Severs  i  departments 754,363.14 

Mystic  Water  Works 284,897.61 

inn  test  on  bank  balances,  taxes,  and 
amount   accrued  on    coupons   on  bonds 

sold 271,158.81 

Instalments  on  bonds  belonging  to  the 
sinking  funds,  for  proceeds  of  estates 
sold,  betterments  for  various  street 
widening*,  and  interest  on  bonds  and  bet- 
terments, and  public  land  sales  and  rents, 
payable  to  the  several  debt-sinking  and 

revenue  funds 1,251,258.18 

State  of  Massachusetts,  soldiers'  relief  pay- 
ments, 1873 90,836.86 

Dog;  licenses,  received  for  licenses  granted.  12,748.75 
Various  trust  funds  (balances unexpended)  10,413.57 
Real-estate  advertising  (balance  unexpend-  , 

ed ) 2,936.79 

Pedlers'  licenses 1,120.08 

Oliver  street 1,748.74 

$21,621,069.04 

County  of  Suffolk. 

From  fines  and  costs  collected  in  the  crim- 
inal courts  of  the  county,  by  the  Sheriff 
at  the  jail,  the  masters  of  bouses  of  cor- 
rection, and  the  superintendent  of  the 
House  of  Industry $123,711.49 

From  tees  and  costs  paid  in  l>v  the  clerks 
of  the  civil  courts  of  the  county 9,887.16 

Miscellaneous 313.70 

$133,912.35 


Expenses  of  the  Departments.  The  regular  ex- 
penditures of  the  principal  departments  of  the 
city,  for  the  finmcial  year  1874-5,  including;  the 
salaries  of  all  officers  attached  to  each,  in  tabular 
fonn,  we  abstract  as  follows : 

City  Hospital— $118,539.16,  against  $111,198.31  in 
previous  year.     Income,  $3145.92,  against  $3591.86. 

Fire  Department— $641,206.95,  against $671,511.13. 
Income,  $1864.16,  against  $2213.52. 

Health  Department— $484,488.07,  against  $466,- 
127.08.    Income,  $41,911.30,  against  $31,302.35. 

Police  Department— $815,185.41,  against  $683,- 
892.78.     Income,  $10,288.65,  against  $10,269.73. 

Public  Buildings— $128,813.78,  against  $90,462.95. 
Income,  $10,188.06.  against  $8081.50. 

Public  Iostitutions— $467,1 97.77,  against  $405,903.- 
40.  Income,  $67,923.67,  against  $75,831.11. 

Schools  and  Schoolhouses— $2,081,043.35,  against 
$1,865,720  29.  lnsome,  $40,472.45,  against  $33,698.73. 

Streets— $2,198,396.45,  against  $1,922,33,.31.  In- 
come, $148,005.98,  against  $139,296.70. 

Water  Works— $'». 059,162.13,  against  $1,270,584.55. 
Income,  $1,013,483.27,  against  $990,480.46. 

Betterments  have  been  assessed  within  the  year 
for  street  widenings  to  the  amount  of  $1,548,258.50. 

The  statement  of  the  city  expenditures  in  detail 
for  the  year  gives  the  total  on  city  account,  $18, 
138,752.40.  In  this  total  is  included  the  amount  of 
the  payment  of  the  tempoiarv  loai  of  $3,054,000, 
bonowed  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes,  and  $68,- 
442.11,  being  the  excess  of  the  Mystic  Water  Woiks' 
revenue  over  pxpenses  paid  to  Sinking;  Fund  Com- 
missioners.   Deducting  these  two  items  from  the 


total,  as  given  above,  we  have  the  real  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  1874-5, 
including  the  State  tax,  $15,016,310.29. 

The  statement  of  the  citv  income  sho  •  s  a  total 
on  city  account  of  $21,621,069.04.  The  income,  loss 
the  temporary  loan,  in  anticipation  of  taxes  of 
$3,054,000,  borrowed  and  paid,  stand  at  $18,567,- 
069.04. 

The  county  of  Suffolk  expenses  and  income  show 
the  following  result: 

Expenditures $372,321.99 

Income 133,912.35 

Balance  against  the  connty $238,409.64 

Which  is  an  increase  of  the  balance  against  the 
county  of  Suffolk  from  that  of  last  year  of  $84,- 
102.14. 

Ot  the  $372,321.99,  the  city  authorities  had  cogni- 
zance of  $168,680.30,  and  the  balance,  $203,641.69, 
w..s  paid  on  requisitions  <>f  the  judges  of  the  sev- 
aral  courts,  and  lor  coroners'  accounts,  approved 
by  the  Citv  Auditor,  for  expenses  of  inquests  and 
views  on  bodi6s  "supposed  to  have  come  to  death 
by  violence."  Coroners'  views  are  cases  where  no 
inquests  a  e  held.  The  coroners  io  such  cases  re- 
ceived a  fee  of  $4  on  each  body  for  examining 
into  tue  eauses  of  death. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  mo;.t  important  t-treet  widenings  and  exten- 
sions authonzed  during  the  past  fiscal  year  ate 
the  following:  The wideningot  Beach  street, from 
Wu  hington  street  to  Hart ison  avenue,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $184,717;  the  extension  of  East 
Lenox  street  to  Fellows  street,  $39,000;  laying  out 
of  Thorudike  stteet,  fiom  Washington  stteet  to 
Harrison  -venue,  $48,000;  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue,  from  Leuox  to  Roxbury  street,  $53,341.65; 
widening  Leverett  street,  from  Chailes  River  to 
Brighton  street, $57,970;  videningBowdoio  street, 
fiom  Adams  to  Washington  street,  $26,099.89;  lay- 
ing out  and  extensioo  of  Commerce  street  to  At- 
lantic avenue,  $49,331;  and  the  laying  out  of  Swett 
street,  across  South  Bay,  at  an  expense  of 
$117,540.04. 

The  public  building:  completed  during  the  year 
<  re  as  follows:  Dudley  Crauinar  ocboolhouse, 
located  on  the  site  of  tne  old  city  hall  at  Roxbury, 
at  the  junctiou  of  Dudley  stieet  and  Putnam 
street— cost  of  buildiog,  exclusive  of  lot,  $139,- 
993.60;  Lowell  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  named  in 
honor  of  the  Lowell  family,  located  at  the  corner 
of  Centre  street  and  Houghton  place,  Ward 
15,  Boston  Highlands  —  total  cost,  $150,066.42. 
Bennett  Grammar  Schoolhouse,  recently  erected 
in  Ward  19,  Brighton  District,  commenced  by  the 
town  of  Brighton  and  completed  by  the  city  of 
Boston  after  the  annexation.  It  fronts  on  Chest- 
nut Hill  avnue,  with  an  entrance  on  the  south- 
erly siue  from  Winship  place,  being  centrally 
located,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  new 
library,  new  engine  house  and  new  building  of  the 
Brighton  National  Bank.  Total  cost,  $92,623.28. 
Roxbuiy  High  Schoolhouse,  Kemlworth  street, 
Boston  Highlands,  cost  of  rebuildiug,  $29,722.85; 
Old  Mather  Schoolhouse,  Dorchester  District,  cost 
for  removai  ar.d  alterations,  $7575.  Lexington 
Primary  Schoolhouse,  East  Boston,  and  Prii.cecon- 
street  Primary  Schoolhouse,  East  Boston— total 
cost  of  both,  $106,742.12.  Holton  Library,  Brigh- 
ton District,  total  cost,  $59,674.75.  Additions  to 
public  library,  $29,978.10.  Police  Station  11,  Dor- 
chester District,  $53,610.31;  Police  Station  13,West 
Roxbury,  $51,196.01 ;  Engine  House  No.  25,  Wash- 
ington square,  $64,998.60;  e»gine  house,  Mason 
street,  $12)298.73;  engine  house,  Brighton,  $52,- 
126.30;  engine  and  hose  house,  Long  wood,  $27,- 
984.44;  Hook  and  Ladder  House,  No.  4,  Dudley 
street,  Boston  Highlands,  $32,981.30;  Highiand- 
street  stable,  $89,594.13;  new  laucdry  building, 
Deer  Island,  $17,036.41;  city  hall  elevator,  ma- 
chinery and  marble  floor  sills,  $12,096.39.  Refer- 
ence is  also  made  at  some  length  to  the  new  Co- 
chituate  works,  the  building  of  bridges  and  re- 
taining walls,  the  filling  to  grade  of  the  North- 
ampton-street District,  etc. 

It  cost  ths  Water  Board  $1650  for  analysis  of 
water,  and  the  expense  of  visiting  the  lake  and 
Sudbury  River  by  the  City  Council  was  $1758.39. 
The  care  and  imorovemeut  of  the  Common  and 
public  grounds  cost  $94,413.23.  The  drafts  on  the 
contingent  funds  of  the  City  Council  for  refresh- 
ment and  carriage  hire,  etc.,  amounted  to  $10,- 
880.32,  the  dinner  of  members  of  the  Common 
Council  costing  $600,  and  74  badges  at  $15  each, 
$1110.  Refreshments  for  members  of  the  fire  de- 
partment at  fires  cost  $734.97.  The  expenses  for 
the  Fourth  of  July  celebration  were  $19,077.24,  and 
for  serving  soup  to  the  poor  last  winter,  $4950.88. 
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King  Kalakaua  and  suite  put  in  $3000  worth  of 
entertainment  at  the  Revere  House,  carriage  hire 
cost  $424,  and  the  expenses  of  a  sub-committee  to 
New  York  $36.50,  a  total  of  $3460.50.  The  G-rand 
Army  decorations  cosr  $2800,  and  the  Sumner 
eulogy  $2445.20.  The  expenses  insurred  in  the  re- 
ception of  a  delegation  from  the  select  and  com- 
mon councils  of  Philadelphia  amounted  to  $344.35. 
Printing,  stationery  and  binding  is  $126,519.»7,  and 
registi  ation  of  voters  and  election  expenses,  $15,- 
355.40.  The  amounts  received  for  rents  of  market 
houses  wete  $106,953.91.  The  leport  gives  full  de- 
tails of  the  expenses  of  various  departmsc.ts,  and 
is  replete  with  interesting  information.  It  covers 
43.5  oages,  and  in  a  few  days  copies  will  be  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  city  for  information  of 
the  public  on  the  financial  condition  of  our  mu- 
nicipality. 

PETITIONS     PRESENTED. 

By  Mi.  Howes  of  Ward  11— Petition  of  J.  H. 
Wheeler,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  estate  on 
Chester  ,,ark.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares. 

By  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Petition  of  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser,  that  it  may  be  allowed  to  bid  for 
reporting  and  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the 
City  Council.  Referred  co  Joiut  Committee  on 
Printing. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petitions  of  John  B. 
Regan,  for  leave  tosunei-der  three  lots  of  land 
purchased  of  the  city;  and  Johnson  &  Came,  for 
extension  of  time  in  wuicb  to  build  on  lands 
bought  of  the  city.  Severally  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  Riddle 
Brothers  for  leove  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building 
situated  at  12  Norfolk  avenue.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  m  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  tf.e  City  Council: 
An  Ordinance 
In  regard  to  Record  Commissioners. 

Be  it  ordained  by  tb=  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follows: 

Section  1.  In  the  month  ot  July,  iu  the  year 
1875,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  and  every 
fifth  year  tueiv  after,  the  Mayor  shall  appoint, 
subject  to  the  approval  and  confirmation  ot  the 
City  Council,  two  suitable  persons  to  be  termed 
Record  Commissioners,  ivho  shall  hold  office  for 
the  term  of  five  years  from  tlie  first  Monday  in 
May  in  the  year  of  their  appointment,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  be  appointed  and  qualified. 
Tbey  shall  have  and  exercise  the  powers  and  du- 
ties hereinafter  designated,  shall  seive  without 
compensation,  and  may  be  removed  at  any  time 
by  the  Mayor,  or  by  concurrent  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  both  branches  of  the  City  Council ;  and  all  va- 
cancies occurring  troui  luy  cause  shall  be  filled 
for  the  unexpired  term  iu  the  sinie  manner  as 
the  original  appointments  are  herein  directed  to 
be  made. 

Sect.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commis- 
sioners to  complete,  so  far  as  practicable,  the 
record  ot  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  the  town 
and  city  of  Bostou  prior  to  A.  D.  1849,  and  to  re- 
ceive aiid  collect  oil  documents  obtainable  there- 
for; all  documents  and  records  so  collected  shall 
become  at  once  the  property  of  the  city  of  Bostou, 
and  be  deposited  in  the  office  of,  and  be  in  the 
charge  of,  tbe  City  Registrar,  or  such  other  officer 
as  tbe  City  Council  may  direct. 

Sect.  3.  Tbe  said  commissioners  sball  have  no 
power  to  enter  into  any  contract  or  agreement  in 
behalf  of  the  city  with  any  person  whereby  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  or  any  other  obligation  shall 
be  incurred,  unless  expressly  authorized  so  to  do 
by  the  City  Council;  provided,  however,  that  un- 
less otherwise  ordered  tbey  shall  h.*v6  tbe  cbarge 
and  coutrol  of  the  expenditure  of  all  moueys  ex- 
pressly appropriated  tor  copying  any  documeuts 
or  records  supplementary  to  the  town  or  city 
records. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

CARE     OF    SIDEWALKS    IN    FRONT    OF    TENEMENT 
HOUSES. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  iu  accordance  with 
an  order  of  the  City  Council : 

An  Ordinance 
In  addition  to  an  Ordiuance  in  relation  to  Streets. 

Beit  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  aad  Common 


Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, Ss  follows: 

Section  1.  The  owner  or  person  having  the 
care  of  any  tenement  house  or  other  building  used 
or  occupied  by  more  tban  one  tenant,  bordering 
on  any  street,  lane,  court,  square,  or  public  place 
within  the  city  where  there  is  a  footway  or  side- 
walk, sball  cause  the  snow  and  ice  to  be  removed 
from  such  footway  or  sidewalk  as  provided,  iu  sec- 
tions fitty  and  fifty-one  of  tbe  eity  ordinances  re- 
lating to  sti  eets,  Slid  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
penalties  for  default  thereof  as  are  therein  pro- 
vided. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

ASSESSMENT  FOR  SEWERS. 

Mi.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that  the  orcinance 
relating  to  a  change  in  tbe  method  of  levying  as- 
sessments for  the  construction  of  sswers  accord- 
ing to  area  instead  of  valuation,  ousht  to  pas.-,  as 
that  method  obviates  all  tbe  difficulties  in  tbe 
way  of  g:ving  jus tice. 

The  ordinance  was  laid  on  the  table,  ou  motion 
of  Mr.  Wil?ou  of  Ward  12. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOSE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  ou  Public  Buildings  that 
they  are  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  stating  that  they 
have  no  further  use  for  the  building  on  Hudson 
street  occupied  by  Hose  Company  "No.  2.  The 
land  upon  which  the  building  stands  is  lequired 
for  additional  yard  room  for  the  Quincy  School, 
and  in  consequence  of  there  ceing  ao  further  use 
for  the  same  by  ths  Fire  Commissioners,  from  the 
fact  of  the  building  being  old  and  ill  constructed 
for  the  present  uses  of  the  Fire  Department,  tbey 
recommend  its  removal  and  the"  fence  of  the 
Quincy  Sehoolhouse  be  continued  around  the  lot 
so  vacated.  In  furtherance  of  the  s?.me  tbey 
recommend  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Commlt.ee  ou  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  in  move  Hose  2  building  ou 
Hudson  street,  and  the  lana  be  utilized  foiyrrd 
purposes  for  the  Quincy  Sehoolhouse.  tbe  expense 
attendiug  the  same  to  be  cbarged  to  the  impro- 
priation for  Schoolhouses  and  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  tbe  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt.  ami  passed.    Sent  up. 

HORSE  FOR  INSPECTOR   OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Cawley  xif  Ward  2  offered  the  following 
from  the  Jo'nt  Committee  ou  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be 
allowed  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle  at  tbe  ex- 
pease  ot  the  city;  the  bills  tor  whicu  shad  be 
approved  by  the"  Committee  ou  the  Survey  aud 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Cawley  explained  that  it  was  a  mere  matter 
of  form,  the'lnspeccor  having  bad  a  hcrse.but  the 
Auditor  decided  tbat  an  order  for  the  authority 
should  be  passed  before  the  bills  could  be  ap- 
proved. 

The  order  was  read  twice  aud  passed.    Sent  up. 

CURB  OR  FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6,  tbe  Cour.cil 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  eight  aim  one- 
half  o'clock,  viz.,  the  reports  aud  orders  iu  regard 
to  a  fe  oce  or  curb  ou  the  Common,  tbe  question 
beiug  on  the  substitution  of  the  minoritj  report 
(for  a  fenced  for  tbat  of  tue  majority  (for  the  curb.) 

Mr.  Mornson  of  Ward  9— Has  tbere  been  any  es- 
timate »f  the  eicperse  of  the  two  kinds  of  fences 
to  go  round  the  Common? 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— Estimates  have  been 
made,  and  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  fence 
recommended  by  the  minority  can  be  put  up  at 
veiy  nearly  the  same  cost  as  the  curb  reeomrneud- 
ed  by  tbe  majority.  Tue  majority  report  put*  the 
lowe'st  bid  at ;  v>  rv  little  under  $10,000,  and  it  bas 
been  es'iuiaW  tliat  the  fence  and  curb  proposed 
by  (he  minority  can  be  put  up  at  about  the  same 
price. 

Mi.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  desiie  to  make  but 
one  remark  in  regard  to  the  substitution  of  the 
minority  report.  "  After  all,  this  is  a  matter  ot 
taste  and  judgment  rather  than  one  which  in- 
volves any  veiy  important  principle.  I  rlu-.ik  tbe 
matter  bas  been  obscured  a  little  by  au  unfortun- 
ate choice  of  teniis.  aud  calling  t lie  stone  walla 
curb.  The  term.  I  belw  e.  is  one  nor  recognized  in 
the  best  dictionaries,  aud  is  rather  an  American- 
ism than  classic,  and  it  serves  in  a  measure  to  ob- 
scure the  fact  that  the  Council  is  now  divided 
upon. the  question  whether  to  put  up  a  stone 
wall  or  an  iron  teuce.    I  agree  ei.tuely   with  the 
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remarks  made  by  the  speaker  at  the  last  meeting, 
that  a  stone  wall  after  the  first  two  or  three  weeks 
will  be  covered  with  dirt,  and  that  it  will  be  an 
eyesore  rather  than  an  ornament  to  the  Common 
and  the  city.  It  is  also  a  tact  that  the  employ- 
ment of  iron  for  femes  is  considered  a  proof  of 
improvement  rather  than  a  deterioration  in  taste. 
Any  one  who  goes  through  any  adjacent  town 
will  notice  that  nicy  began  with  wooden 
fences;  then  eaui<>  the  rough  stone  wall  and 
then  the  bainm  red  stone  v. all;  and,  as 
a  last  unprovemiv.it  they  have  put  up  the 
iron  fence.  I  believe  we  should  be  impioviiig.'imb- 
lic  taste  if  we  prefer  to  have  an  iron  fence  instead 
of  a  stone  wall.  The  matter  of  cost  does  not 
entei  into  the  question,  as  eii  her  form  of  barrier 
will  cost  abuiit  the  name.  Iu  a  question  of  this 
kind  we  ought  to  give  some  weight  to  the  opin- 
ions expressed  in  the  newspai  8rs  hv  gentlemea  of 
ta»ce,  th.it  a  light  iron  fence  is  considered  more 
preferable  as  an  ornament  than  a  hammered 
stone  wall.  Tu«-  question  nariows  itself  to 
such  a  small  matter  that  1  do  not  intend 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  in 
discussing  it.  except  to  call  their  arteutiou  to  this 
point  and  ask  them  not  to  allow  the  question  to 
be  obscured  by  the  other  questions  raise  I.  I  do 
not  concur  with  the  remarks  of  ths  gentleman 
from  Ward  6.  It  is  not  a  question  whether  a  gen- 
tleman voted  last  year  to  w.cien  Tremont  street, 
or  for  any  other  project;  but  it  is  simply  whether 
it  is  be^t  to  put  up  an  iron  fence  or  a  stone  wall. 
There  is  no  occasion  tor  any  -amount  of  fueling, 
it  i»  simply  a  question  of  taste  and  judgment. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13— Last  Thursday  night 
we  had  a  plan  on  our  desks  of  the  proposed  fence 
on  the  Tremont-street  mall.  If  I  am  any  judge  of 
the  appearance  of  the  fence,  as  it  appears  by  the 
pla  ■>,  it  is  a  cast-iron  fence,  which,  any  one  kno  ;  s, 
if  made  by  the  pattern  proposed,  "will  not  be 
very  strong.  There  will  be  more  or  less  leaning 
against  it,  and  it  will  be  liable  10  be  brokeu.  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  au  expensive  fence 
to  put  there.  I  cannot  see  how  a  fence  of  ihe 
patt-rn  shown  on  the  plan  can  add  anything  to 
the  beauty  of  the  Common.  On  the  other  three 
sides  of  tlie  Common  we  have  a  very  massive,  heavy 
iron  fence,  and  che  contrast,  even  .if  jou  look 
at  it  merely  from  an  artistic  standpoint,  will  cer- 
tainly be  very  great.  One  is  au  extremely  strong 
fence  and  the  ocher  I  should  consider  a  very  weak 
one,  and  more  expensive  to  keep  iu  repair,  I 
should  imagine,  which  will  make  a  considerable 
difference  in  the  ultimate  cost.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  fence  on  Chester  park,  made  of  the  same 
material— cast  iron — has  frequently  been  brokeu 
down,  and  has  had  to  be  continually  repaired.  If 
such  a  fence  is  put  on  the  Common,  and  not  kept 
inrepair.it  would  certaiuly  be  an  eyesore.  I  be- 
lieve the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall 
need  mo  e  street  room  there.  It  will  be  a  matter 
of  time,  and  if  the  people  require  it  they  will  vote 
for  it.  I  hope  the  minority  report  will  not  be  sub- 
stituted. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — It  is  very  much  my  wish 
and  desire  not  to  make  myself  in  any  degree  prom- 
inent in  this  matter;  but  I  cannot  sit  here  and  re- 
frain from  expressing  an  opinion  wbich  is  found- 
ed upon  good  substantial  judgment  and  expe- 
rience. Let  us  know  the  history  of  this  matter.  I 
wont  go  back  to  1634,  nor  weary  the  Council  wuh 
the  statement  which  I  made  the  other  night  and 
which  my  worthy  friend  fiom  the  Seventh  Watd 
was  so  fearful  might  be  repeated;  but  I  will  take 
this  question  as  it  came  to  u  ;  last  yea-.  I  had  the 
honor  at  that  time  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  and  to  coincide  with  mv  colleagues 
in  regard  to  this  question  of  a  fence  or  cuib.  A 
unanimous  report  was  made  in  favor  of  a  curb. 
And  why  did  n't  we  do  it  then?  the  Council  are 
entitled  to  the  reason?,  and  I  hope  they  will  not 
think  me  prosy  when  I  tell  them,  ihe  reasons 
were  that  a  few  individuals  discouraged  the  coor  • 
mittee  and  this  Government  from  carrying  out 
the  proposition  they  had  made  by  their  simple, 
silly  and  toolisn  one-idea  proposition, — a  piopo- 
sitiou  based  upon  what?  That,  iu  the  first  place, 
it  is  unsafe  to  public  travel  to  allow  a  simple 
curb  to  be  built  tnere  without  a  fence;  upon 
that  point  allow  me  to  bring  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  gentlemen  here  and  present  this 
simple  proposition  of  mine,  which  is  this:  If  a 
horse  rur.s  a«  ay  with  a  vehicle  through  Tremont 
street,  and  should  see  fit  to  pass  upon  the  Com- 
mon, It  would  be  dargerous  to  the  people  there. 
Of  the  people  who  pass  upon  that  mall,  and 
rest    upon    that   Common,   what    is     the  num- 


ber that  would  be  likely  to  be  injured 
in  comparison  with  those  who  would  be 
likely  to  be  injured  by  a  horse  running  through 
Tremont  stre-t?  Let  me  call  attention  co  that 
one  Birrple  proposition  of  safety.  Ten  persons 
wojld  be  injured  if  the  horse  passes  alongTre- 
uiont  street  to  one  if  he  passed  along  the  man.  Is 
there  an  individual  member  of  this  Council  that 
can  rise  in  his  seat  and  state  that  any  accident 
has  ever  occurred  on  the  Common  from  a  hmse 
running  away  on  Tremont  stieet  and  goiug 
upon  Che  mall?  If  so,  I  wish  he  would  rise. 
Now  let  me  tell  v.hat  occurred  last  year. 
More  in  n  one  horse  has  jumped  the 
graveyard  fence  now  located  on  Beacon 
street  opposite  Spruce  street— over  that  high 
graveyard  fen  e.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  notice 
tb  •  c  not  a  snide  instance  can  be  quoted  in  history 
where  a  horse  has  mn  up  or  down  Tremont  street 
and  carried  a  carriage  within  or  upon  the  Common 
and  injured  au  individual,  while  more  than  one 
runaway  horse  in  Sptuc  street  has  jumped  over 
thai,  immense  fence.  I  put  that  fact  agamst  this 
proposition  of  danger.  I  have  not  prepared  a 
speech  on  this  subject,  and  dou't  propose  to 
make  a  Ions  one.  If  the  people  v/ant  a  fence 
let  them  have  it,  and  God  speed  them;  but 
as  a  menibei  of  the  committee,  and  having  had 
some  experiei.ee  in  this  matter,  I  am  bound  to 
stand  Iv  this  m  joi  ity  report,  based  on  the  best 
information  tbe  city  can  get  from  its  authorized 
officers,  that  the  curb  is  safer,  handsomer,  and 
more  reliable  and  peruiaumt, — let  me  say  to  my 
friends  who  talk  about  cutting  off  the  Common— 
than  any  fence  that  can  be  erected.  I 
am  somewhat  surprised  that  my  friend 
from  Ward  1,  whose  statistics  are  always  receiv- 
ed with  such  favor,  and  whose  historical  recol- 
l»ctions  are  almost  unequalled,  should  talk  about 
the  proposition  that  any  gentleman  here,  or  that 
any  member  of  the  committee  proposes  to  build 
a  stone  wall.  I  have  got  his  language.  F'guies 
don't  lie.  "Fence"  ora"stoue  wall,"  my  friend 
repeats  it.  Why,  did  anybody  here,  of  any 
committee,  propose  to  build  a  stone  wall 
around  Boston  Common?  Why,  go  back  to  the 
days  when  Marmaouke  Stevenson  and  William. 
Robinson  and  Quakers  were  hanged,  in  1659,  and 
come  long  down  to  the  time  whet,  the  great  gale 
uprooted  the  tr^es.  Go  back  to  that,  and  not  talk 
about  a  stone  wall.  I  agree  with  him  that  a  stone 
wall  would  be  an  eyesore.  The  proposition  is 
simply  to  cut  the  handsomest  granite  curb  ihat 
can  be  found  within  the  limns  of  this  nation,  with 
rounded  top,  and  put  it  down  as  is  the  fashion  of 
the  day.  The  fashion  of  ths  day  was  spoken  of  by 
Colonel  Marshall  l\Wilder,whd  eveiyboay  koows. 
He  came  before  the  committee  and  said,  "Mr. 
Cbaiiman  and  gentlemau,  I  come  bere  in  iuy 
advanced  lite  simply  to  beg  of  you  not  to  put  a 
fence  around  that  Common.  I  have  visited  every 
city  in  this  Union  and  I  say  to  you,  gentlemen, 
that  fences  are  entiiely  out  of  fashion.  [Toose 
are  his  word-.]  I  have  visited  the  grand  parks 
of  x^ew  Yoik,  Philadelphia,  Brooklyn  and  Bal- 
timore, and  nowhere  do  I  find  them  erecting 
fences.  That  idea  has  passed."  Now  my 
excellent  and  worthy  friend— oue  of  the  best  I 
have  in  che  Council  today— talks  about  a  stone 
wall.  The  proposition  is  simply  to  place  a  haud- 
some  curb  of  granite  upon  Tremont  street,  to  let 
it  rest  sixteea  inches  above  the  pavement,  and 
consequeutly  it  would  be  about  eight  inches  above 
the  grade  of  the  Common.  From  that  curb  a 
beautiful  turn  is  to  be  laid,  gradually  declining 
toward  the  mall.  The  proposition  of  the  other- 
parties  is  to  have  a  curbstone  upon  which  to  rest  a 
fence  which  shall  be  eight  Inches  below  the 
grade  of  that  mall.  That  is  their  naked  proposi- 
tions; and  the  washings  fiom  every  rain  storm 
will  ruu  down  from  the  grade  of  that  mall  as 
water  runs  down  hill.  "We  have  the  plans  and  the 
official  statement  of  the  City  Engineer  and  his 
reason?  tor  believing  there  is  not  the  safety  in  the 
fence  that  there  is  ia  a  curb. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  take  issue  with  the  gen. 
tleman  in  regard  to  his  statement  that  the  curb  is 
safer  than  the  fence,  and  I  also  take  issue  with 
him  in  regard  to  his  asseition  of  the  individuals 
who  speak  in  defeoce  of  the  fence,  thattheirprop- 
ositions  are  "simple,  silly  and  foolish." 

Mr.  Shaw — I  did  not  say  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Guild— I  muse  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
The  gentleman,  in  reply  to  my  speech,  said  he 
bad  made  notes  of  it,  although  he  did  not  profess 
to  be  a  short-hand  reporter.  I  presume  to  say 
that  reporting  is  a  part  of  my  profession,  and  that 
having  been  trained  somewhat  in  that  school  I 
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have  taken  down  the  gentleman's  words,  and  if  I 
am  not  correct  X  shall  be  corrected  by  the  official 
reporter  of  this  body.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Shaw] 
says  when  we  have  such  'Simple,  silly  and 
foolish  propositions"  brought  forward  'here; 
and  furthermore  he  says  many  other  things 
are  brought  forward  which  cio  not  sustain  the  ar- 
gument. Now  sir,  he  said  that  my  remarks  last 
Thursday  contained  the  Dine  pirts  of  speech.  I 
don't  know  whether  any  enactment  has  been 
made  by  which  the  nine  parts  of  speech  cannot 
be  used  when  public  bodies  are  to  be  addressed; 
I  know  of  one  part  of  speech  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  might  use,  and  th;,t  is  a  preposition,  be- 
cause it  so  frequent'j  governs  the  objective  case, 
and  it  might,  therefore,  appropriately  be  used  by 
him  in  his  speeches.  But  without  intioducing  per- 
sonalities, as  has  been  .  clone  in  this  Council 
chamber,  I  ttiink  it  is  sufficiently  evident  to  peo- 
ple who  are  neither  silly,  simple  nor  foolish  in  their 
arguments,  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton desire  a  fs-ice  similar  to  the  one  «xoibited 
hers,  or  something  that  shall  be  safe  and  orna- 
mental. Further,  sir,  with  regard  to  the  opin- 
ion of  architects  without  going  into  particu- 
lars—I will  only  say  that  no  less  an  archi- 
tect than  Mr.  N.  J.  Bradlee  pronources  in  favor  of 
this  plan  as  being  ai  excellent  o.e,  and  as  one  not 
to  be  subject  to  injury  by  frost  or  th?  wash  about 
which  the  gentleman  "speaks  so  eloquently.  The 
runaway  horse,  pro  and  con.  arguments  amount 
to  little  or  nothing.  This  fence  i?  not  to  be  put  up 
simply  to  keep  runaway  norses  off  th?  Common, 
but  to  prevent  encioachments  upon  the  people's 
park,  aud  render  it  safe  and  beautiful  as  a  prome- 
naue.  I  don't  propose  to  say  another  word;  it  is 
too  late  in  the  evening  and  public  opinion  is 
Kuo'tn.  I  only  make  the  motion  that  when  the 
vote  upon  this  question  be  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Smague  of  Ward  i — It  seems  to  me  that  all 
must  *gree  that  the  proposition  for  a  euro,  as  sub- 
mitted by  the  majority,  must  essentially  impair, 
if  not  destroy,  the  outer  row  of  trees  upon  the 
Tremont-street  mall.  If  gentlemen  will  notice 
the  plans  received  a  week  ago,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  the  one  submitted  by  the  major- 
ity of  the  committee  will  necessitate  the  cut- 
ting of  a  trench  along  tha  whole  length  of  Tre- 
mont  street,  at  least  three  aud  a  half  fet  wide  and 
three  feet  deep,  which  is  to  be  filled  -with  asphalt 
or  concrete.  Now  I  think  it  will  be  evident  to 
everybody  who  looks  at  that  outer  row  of  trees 
that  the  digging  of  such  a  treuch  aud  placing  a 
curbstone  will  be  an  id  jury  to  those  trees,— 
all  of  which  art*  within  two  to  live  feet  of  the 
outer  line  01  the  present  edgestoue.  Ac  the 
bearing,  Mr.  Rand  — who  I  suppose  knows 
as  much  about  the  growth  of  trees  as 
any  one  in  the  city,  and  who  had  been  to 
examine  them  with  especial  reference  to  the  hear- 
ing— showed  that  it  must  cut  away  six  or  eight  of 
the  best  trees,  because  it  will  cut  into  their  very 
trunks,  and  that  it  must  be  an  injury  to,  if  not  a 
destruction  of  the  outer  row.  It  takes  away  not 
only  the  nourishment  of  the  trees,  but  the  power 
of  sustaining  themselves.  This  curb,  submitted 
by  the  committee,  will  necessitate  the  digging  of 
the  trench  at  least  two  feet  into  the  Commou  from 
the  line  of  the  present  edgestoue.  The  plan 
reported  by  the  minority  proposes  to  put  the 
posts  into  the  old  holes,  and  upon  those  posts  are 
to  rest  substantially  the  curb  and  fence  which  are 
to  be  laid,  and  in  that  way  the  trees  will  be  do 
more  injured  than  they  were  by  the  old  fence, 
and  tbey  will  remain  substantially  as  they  are 
today.  It  does  n't  seem  worth  while  to  argue 
in  favor  of  either  the  beauty  ot  utility  of  those 
trees  during  the  present  summer.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  believe  that  the  protection 
which  the  fence  would  afford  should  be  given  to 
the  Common.  By  leaving  it  open,  that  portion  of 
the  Common  is  simply  made  a  pare  of  the  public 
street,  and  it  will  have  lost  chat  feeling  of  securi- 
ty which  I  believe  it  ought  to  afford  to  people  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  it.  The  Common 
is  not  simply  a  part  of  the  street  today,  but  it 
is  this  only  pleasure  ground  we  have.  Per- 
haps there  is  lfss  danger  there  from  runaways 
than  upou  a  street;  hut  we.  expect  that.  Peo- 
ple who  goto  the  Commondesire  to  have  a  bariier 
between  them  and  the  street,  and  the  committee, 
by  the  long  low  of  settees  which  they  have  placed 
on  the  mall,  have  given  a  great  many  invitations 
to  people  to  go  out  and  sit  there.  The  gentleman 
alluded  to  what  has  been  done  in  other  places.  If 
I  understand  it,  where  there  is  such  a  place  as  the 
Common,  the  plan  of  fences  ha*  not  been  given 


up  at  all.  I  am  told  there  are  very  substantial 
fences  both  at  Central  and  Fairmoint  parks,  and 
it  appeared  at  the  hearing  that  fences  are 
retained  in  the  parks  of  Europe,  tz  which  allu- 
sion has  been  made.  Mr.  Wilder,  who  came 
before  the  committee,  as  I  understood  him,  was  as 
stronsly  opposed  to  the  proposed  curb  as  to  the 
fence ;  he  would  have  no  curbstone  theie,  but  sim- 
ply have  the  Common  levelled  off  to  cha  street, 
and  that  upon  the  ground  that  in  cemeteiies  the 
prevailing  practice  is  to  put  up  no  walls  between 
adjaceotlots.  When  asked  if  he  would  n't  put  a 
fence  on  tue  outside  to  protect  the  cemeteries 
from  the  street,  he  said  of  course  be  would.  And 
that  is  a  parallel  case.  There  is  another 
point  upon  which  it  seems  to  me  the  curb 
would  be  objectionable,  and  that  is  on  account  of 
the  few  openings,  there  bjing,  as  I  uodeistand, 
only  eleven  places,  or  sets  of  steps,  tor  passage 
into  the  street.  Peoule  are  going  to  cross  the  curb 
to  take  the  horse  cars  withouc  reference  to  the 
steps.  Tue  plan,  I  understand,  is  to  m«ke  the 
Common  here  substantially  level,  or  grade  it  off  so 
that  people  will  be  tempted  to  run  acioss  the  curb 
from  the  Common  to  the  cars,  and  will  not 
be  likei.v  to  notice  that  the  step  frocti  the  curb 
will  be  sixteen  inches,  instead  ol  the  or- 
dinary step,  as  at  present.  Oo  the  other 
hand,  the  sixteen  inches  thac  this  curb  nill 
be  raised  above  the  level  of  the  stieei  is  not 
going  to  afford  any  more  protection  from  the 
street  than  ther?  is  now.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  said  the  fence  nroposeo  by  the 
minority  is  not  strong  enough.  Perhaps"  it  is 
not  strong  enough,  but  it  will  be  within  the 
power  of  the  commitcee  to  str-ugthen  it.  Mr. 
Meach'.m,  who  proposed  the  plan,  designed  the 
f°nce  with  special  reference  to  strength,  and 
it  is  indorsed  by  gentlemen  well  qualified 
to  judge.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  its  being 
incongruous  to  put  a  fence  upon  this  side  differ- 
ent from  that  ou  the  other  sides.  I  waut  to  know 
if  it  is  Dot  going  to  be  incongruous  to  leave  this 
part,  which  is  most  exposed  with  no  fence  at  all, 
and  leave  the  fences  upon  the  other  three  sides. 
He  also  speaks  of  Chester  park.  This  fence  was 
designed  again  with  esoecial  reference  f>  the 
danger  of  accident  that  has  been  shown 
in  Chester  park.  It  is  so  designed  that 
the  bubs  of  the  wheels  cannot  touch 
the  fence,  as  i  j  Chester  park,  it  being  a  still  great- 
er distance  from  the  edge  of  the  curbstoue  than 
the  lamp  posts  are.  And  uow  in  regard  ti'  the  giad- 
ing  proposed  by  the  committee.  I  believa  the 
graoiag  is  to  be  similar  to  that  proposed  last  year 
when  the  plan  of  the  City  Engiieer  was  first  sub- 
mitted. I  see  that  the  estimates  in  the  City  Engi- 
neer's communication  then  were  as  follows":  Cost 
of  curb  by  contract,  §11,823.33,  work  to  be  done 
outside  of  contract,  including-  filling  with 
gravel,  S2190.75;  additional  for  fence  to  protect 
sodding  aud  for  contingencies,  Slfli.40.  That  is, 
according  to  the  idea  of  the  City  Engineer.  We 
are  to  have  a  temporary  fence  to  protect  the  sod- 
ding instead  of  the  permaucut  stmctuie  whic(i 
the  minority  have  suggested.  In  the  plan  sub- 
mitted for  the  fence  the  grade  is  to  be  substan- 
tially the  same  as  now—  fha;  is.  there  is  to  be  a 
curbstons  similar  to  that  on  Tremont  street 
mall  at  the  present  day.  I  certainly  believe 
that  not  only  is  the  fencegoing  to  b>=  a  needed 
protection,  but  that  it  is  going  to  save  the  trees, 
which  I  think  we  all  desire.  One  of  the  gentle- 
men at  the  hearing  said  the  time  may  come  when 
we  must  take  aivay  that  outer  row  of  trees  to 
widen  Tr  mont  street;  but  as  that  time  had  not 
come  yet,  he  would  watch  over  them  with  a  c  s  re 
aud  tenderness  akin  to  that  with  which  he  would 
seek  to  prolong  the  years  of  an  aged  friend.  I 
think  we  should  watch  over  and  guard  those  trees 
just  as  well  as  we  can. 

Mr.  Tiaiu  of  Ward  13  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  hoped  it  would  uot  be 
pies.ed. 

Mr.  Shaw  objected  to  the  motion,  and  said  that 
misstatements  had  been  made,  which  he  desired 
to  answer. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  1  raised  the  point  that 
Mr.  Shaw  was  not  speaking  to  the  question,  and 
the  President  ruled  that  remarks  must  be  con- 
lined  ro  the  ordering  of  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  gave  his  reasons  for  not  wishing  the 
previous  question,  wlin  n  were  that  he  desired  an 
opportunity  to  answer  the  misstatements. 

Mr.  Fitzget  aid  again  raised  the  point  that  Mr. 
Shaw  was  not  spe&king  to  the  question. 
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The  President  cautioned  Mr.  Shaw  to  confine 
himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Sprague  hoped  Mr.  Shaw  would  have  time 
to  correct  any  mistakes. 

l'he  main  question— 28  for,  2a  against— was  or- 
dered, aud  the  motion  to  substitute  the  minority 
for  the  majority  repoa  prevailed— yeas  44. nays  21. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Heal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Burgess,  Crocker,  Curtis,  dishing,  Civshman,  Day, 
Devereux,  Duggan,  Kelt,  Fitzgerald,  Fiizpatriek, 
Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kelley,  Kimball,  Kingsbuiy.  Kiugsley,  Lapp  en, 
Leighton,  Loriog,  Mooney,  Murray,  Newton.  Pea- 
body.  Pierce,  Sampson.  Siblev,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Stacey,  Sweetser,  Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Whit- 
mote,  Willcutt— 44. 

Nays-Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Cawley,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Coyle,  Damon,  Edwards,  Fly nu,  Moley, 
Mo-rison,  Osborne,  Page,  Parker,  Power,  Rice, 
Shaw,  Xhach.-r,  Wniceomb,  Wilbur,  Wilson — 21. 

The  order  appended  to  the  minority  report  was 
oidered  to  a  second  reading. 

DUTIES  OF  CITY  REGISTRAR. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  last  meeting  by  which  was  passed  the 
order  aopended  to  the  minority  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  relative  to  the  duties  of  the 
City  Registrar  and  Hoard  of  Health  in  relation  to 
burial  permits,  etc. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  makH  that  motion  for  this  iea- 
sor. :  when  This  matrer  was  up  before,  the  gentle- 
men representing  the  majority  report  carefully 
abstained  from  going  into  any  personal  matters 
between  the  City  Registrar  and  the  Board  of 
Health.  There  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  claim 
that  mere  was  a  personal  quarrel  or  personal  feel- 
ing involved,  and  we  hoped  that  this  would  be 
left  entirely  out  of  sight,  and  that  the  question 
would  be  met  and  Considered  simply  on  the  ground 
whether  or  not  it  was  desirable  that  the  City  Regis- 
trar's office  should  be  contitued  without  regard  to 
whether  the  present  incumbent  had  done  his 
duty  oi  wnether  the  members  ot  the  Board  ot 
Health  had  done  theirs.  But  a  gentleman  has 
seen  fit  to  make  serious  charges  against  the 
Board  of  Healih,  which  ought  to  be  answered.  It 
ought  to  be  shown,  as  it  can  be,  that  the  Board  of 
Health  were  noi  to  blame;  that  they  have 
done  nothing  except  what  they  were  neces- 
sarily driven  to  do  by  the  incompetency  of  the 
City  Registrar.  All  those  matters  can  be  clearly 
shown,  I  think,  and  they  should  be  shown.  It  they 
had  not  been  brought  uo  at  the  last  meeting  I 
.  would  have  been  very  glad  to  be  sileotin  regard 
to  the  unpleasant  disclosures  thatbavo  been  made 
concerning  the  City  Registrar's  office.  ,  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  dutv  of  flie  City 
Council,  now  that  charges  have  been  made 
that  the  Board  of  Health  are  encroaching 
upon  another  office  and  are  proceeding  im- 
properly to  look  info  this  matter  and  as- 
certain if  the  Board  ot  Health  dirt  any  more  than 
the  necessities  ot  the  case  compelled  them  to  do. 
In  order  that  that  may  be  so,  I  now  move  a  rrcou- 
sioeration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  order  of  the 
minority  was  passed,  and  as  I  don't  waut  to  go 
into  this  question  tonight,  if  the  reconsideration 
prevails  I  will  move  that  the  matter  be  laid  on  the 
table,  that  it  may  be  taken  up  in  the  fall.  • 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  0  inquired  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  a  recoosidetation,  and  if  it  would 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  order  and  the  ap- 
pointment ot  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Registrar's  Department,  as  proposed  by  tua  mi- 
nority.   If  so.  he  hopeo  it  would  not  prevail. 

The  President  ruled  that  if  the  matter  was  re- 
considered aod  laid  on  the  (able,  it  would  take 
both  leports  with  it. 

Mr.  Crocker  said  he  only  desired  to  havejthe 
matter  referied  to  brought  up,  but  he  bad  no  ob- 
jection to  the  passage  of  the  minority  order.  The 
only  way  it  could  be  readied  was  by  a  reconsider- 
ation, which  must  be  moved  tonight. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  vote  passing  the 
order  must  first  be  leconsidered,  and  then  a  re- 
consideration must  take  place  on  the  substitution 
of  the  minoriry  for  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  of  Ward  4 — I  trust  the  reconsid- 
eration will  not  prevail,  for  two  reasons:  Iu  the 
flist  plsce,  as  this  brief  debate  has  shown,  the 
effect  will  be  to  very  much  complicate  a  result 
that  it  is  desirable  to  obtain.  We  have  passed 
one  older  and  agreed  that  a  very  desirable  thing 
shall  be  done — to  have  a  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  the  City  Registrar's  Department.  I  think 
there  is  no  necessity  for  undoing  that  unless  the 
emergency  is  very  great,  and  the  emergeny  which 


the  gentleman  from  Ward  C  suggests  is  Dot  great. 
The  reason  he  assigns  is  because,  in  the  heat  of 
debate,  certain  things  were  said  ;  he  wishes  to  an- 
swer ni  the  same  vein,  and  I  can  see  uo  reasou  for 
prolot  ging  this  discussion.  If  anything  wrong 
was  said  against  the  Board  of  Health,  they  can  set 
theoisRlve-  right  with  the  Council  and  the  public; 
but  the  gentleman  wants  to  retaliate  by 
carrying  the  wat  into  ihe  enemv's  posses- 
sions and  bringli  g  accusations  against  the 
City  Registrar,  which  doesn't  seem  to  be 
any  reason  tor  undoing  the  action  of  the  last 
meeting.  We  did  well  to  pass  the  order  for  a 
Joint  ^randisg  Committee  upon  the  City  Regis- 
trar's Department;  and  if  the  Board  of  Health 
have  any  accusations  to  make  they  can  appeal  co 
the  committee  or  send  io  their  statement  to  the 
Council.  But  it  seems  unwise  to  reconsider  our 
action  in  order  to  have  a  bull  fight  between  the 
two  depart  nents.  v 

Mr.  Crocker— 1  merely  desire  to  say,  in  answer 
to  the  geiuleman  from  Ward  4,  that  the  order  I 
desire  to  see  pa-sed  is  the  one  providing  tor  an 
application  to  the  Legislature.  But  an  order  has 
been  substituted  lor  that,  and  the  only  way  we 
can  rea„h  it  is  by  reconsideration.  1  hoped  not  to 
see  a  bull  fight,  as  he  called  it;  but  it  has  been 
charged  that  the  Boird  ot  Health  had  exceeded 
their  duties  and  encroached  upon  the  dutie-'  of 
another  office.  1  propose  to  show  that  there 
has  been  no  such  encroachment,  and  I  hope  to 
show  the  reason  for  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  It  seems  to  me  that  charges  have  been 
made  agaiust  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Health 
which  it  is  ioipoitant  should  be  explained.  Those 
reasons  will  involve  the  character  of  the  City 
Registrar,  and  though  that  is  a  result  y;hich  I  am 
sorry  should  be  reached,  I  think  we  ought 
not '  to  avoid  i",  and  that  we  ought  to 
understand  this  whole  question.  I  think 
that  many  geutlemen  voted  against  the  majority 
order  because  they  thought  the  Board  of  Health 
bad  encroached  upon  the  duties  of  the  City  Regis- 
trar. I  know  it  can  be  shown  that  they  have  done 
nothing  but  what  the  re-iessities  of  the  case  re- 
quired, and  I  think  it  should  be  understood  by  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Monisoci  of  Ward  9 — Will  not  the  order 
passed  at  the  last  meeting  give  us  the  informa- 
tion we  desire?  If  so,  I  hope  we  shall  not  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Waid  7 — If  I  understand  the 
gentleman  aright,  the  reason  he  gives  for  moving 
a  reconsideration  and  letting  it  lie  over  two  or 
three  months  is  that  this  Board  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  hear  some  charges  against 
the  Registrar '  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Mar- 
riages, against  his  official  capacity  or  in- 
tegrity, I  don't  know  which.  I  don't  see 
any  necessity  fo>-  anything  of  the  kind.  If  th" 
Registrar  is  not  competent,  if  he  has  n't  discharged 
his  duties  properly,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
can  have  a  very  easy  way  of  investigating  it.  You 
can  have  a  joint  special  committee  appointed; 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  there  be  any  ground 
for  what  he  intimates,  rhe  sooner  we  have  a  joint 
committee  upon  that  dcoartment  the  better,  and 
the  sooner  we  shall  find  out  whether  what 
he  alleges  is  true  or  not.  1  should  much 
prefer  to  have  this  matter  ventilated  by  a 
committee,  instead  of  on  this  floor  taking  up 
hours  of  time,  especially  during  this  warm  weath- 
er. I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  if  the  Registrar  is  incompetent,  and  if 
the  Board  of  Health  have  or  have  not  performed 
their  duty,  it  will  be  found  out  by  some  member 
of  this  proposed  joint  committee. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  meiely  desire  to  say  that  itseems 
about  as  bad  a  way  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  facts.  The  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nal ces  have  investigated  the  matter,  and  eveiy 
member  was  present  and  heard  the  evidence  ex- 
cept the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  who  happened 
'  to  be  absent  ana  dia  n't  hear  a  word  of  it.  Even 
those  who  signed  the  minority  report  weie  agreed 
that  the  facts  showed  the  general  incompe- 
tency and  unfitness  of  the  City  Registrar  for 
his  office,  and  I  should  hope  that  the  Council 
v7ould  take  the  facts  from  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances. Still,  if  vou  prefer  to  have  a  special 
committee  ti  investigate  the  facts  Again,  al- 
though it  will  take  more  time,  we  shall  get  at  the 
facts,  and  they  will  come  to  the  Council  at  last.  I 
think  a  reconsideration  is  the  shortest  way  to 
meet  the  question. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  makes 
very  serious  charges  against  the  Registrar.  It  is 
true  1  was  at  the  meeting;  (I  came  in  and  excused 
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myself,)  but  if  what  he  says  is  true  it  is  no  argu- 
ment in  faver  of  a  reconsideration"  a.id  turning 
Mr.  Apollonio  out  of  the  office  he  holds;  and  it  is 
no  argument  for  abolisbiog  that  office  and  merg- 
ing it  in  the  Board  of  Health.  That 
was  the  question  which  came  up  last 
Thursday  evening,  and  not  whether  we  suould 
turn  Mr.  Appolonio  out  of  office.  Now  it  comes 
down  to  this — The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  [Mr. 
"Wilson]  said  it  was  a  persona  1  fight  against  Mr.  Ap- 
polonio. Now  that  the  order  has  passed,  Mr.Apno- 
lonio's  name  comes  up,  and  the  gentleman  says  the 
reasoo  this  should  he  reconsidered  is  that  the 
members  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  of 
Mr.  Appolonio's  incapacity.  It  is  an  excellent 
argument  in  favor  ot  turning  Mr.  Appolonio  out 
of  office,  but  not  for  turnina  the  office  over  to  the 
Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  souiewoat  surprised 
that  any  gentleman  should  rise  in  his  pla"e  and 
charge  inefficiency,  inaccuracy  and  incom- 
petency upon  the  Registrar,  Mi.  Appolonio. 
I  Have  examined  his  reports,  year  after 
year,  and  I  have  seen  reports  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  which  pronounce  toe  nigh- 
est  encomiums  upoa  the  City  Registrar.  I  am 
astonished  that  any  gentleman  should  directly 
charge  him  with  inefficiency,  incapacity  and  in- 
competency. Why  don't  the  gentleman  rise  and 
ask  for  a  special  committee  to  investigate  and  ex- 
amine? Again  I  say  I  am  astonished,  and  again  1 
repeat  it.  I  have  had  business  with  that  gerj  tie- 
man's  office  for  several  years,  anti  1  never 
heard  the  charge  of  inaccuracv,  inefficien- 
cy and  incompetency  charged  before  upon  one 
of  the  best  officers,  in  my  judgment,  there  is 
under  the  cover  of  this  City  Hall — ao  honest,  fair, 
square,  prudent  and  competent  officer.  It  is  a 
personal  fight  against  Mr.  A.ppolonio.  I  have  no 
personal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Appolonio,  except 
that  arising  fiom  official  intercourse,  but  I  have 
never  heard  him  charged  with  incompetency,  in- 
efficiency and  inaccuracy. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  uesne  to  say  that  I  did  n't  iu- 
tend  (o  bring  this  thing  up  as  an  argument  on 
this  subject.  It  was  brought  iorward  here,  I  sup- 
pose, by  a  friend  of  Mr.  Appolonio.  It  was  urged 
as  an  argnment  why  we  should  not  pass  th;  ma- 
jority order  that  the  Board  of  Health  had  been 
encroaching  upon  his  duties,  a  d  odium  was 
thrown  upon  them  as  a  body  trying  to 
grasp  all  sorts  of  power.  That  argument 
was  urged  here  at  the  last  meeting,  and 
by  reason  of  the  intervention  of  the  previous 
question  I  was  pievented  from  saying  what  I  in- 
tended to  say.  As  that  argument  has  been  used  on 
the  other  side,  it  seemed  desirable  and  proper 
that  the  Council  should  be  shown  that  the  Board 
of  Health  were  not  encroaching  upon 
the  City  Registrar's  autnority,  and  that  this 
was  the  best  way  to  investigate  tut  ques- 
tion. If  gentlemen  prefer  a  special  committee, 
let  it  be  so.  The  question  must  be  met.  The  gen- 
tleman appears  surprised  at  toe  use  of  the  words 
inefficiency,  inaccuracy  and  incompetency.  The 
faots  appeared  distinctly  before  the  committee, 
and  it  can  be  easily  shown. 

Mr.  Whitmore— -The  course  of  the  debate  has 
fully  carried  out  what  I  said.  It  is  the  desire  of 
the  gentleman  who  was  defeated  at  the  last  meet- 
ing to  have  au  opportunity  to  retaliate.  I  hope 
that  no  gentleman  who  was  in  doubt  before  will 
now  give  him  a  chance.  Because  his  constitu- 
ents of  the  Board  of  Health,  were  abused  at  the 
last  meeting  he  has  availed  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  uce  teims  of  reproach  in  regard  to  an 
official  who  has  served  the  city  for  twenty-one 
years.  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  evidence 
tafeen  before  the  committee,  aod  I  can  assure  the 
Council  that  there  was  nothing  to  csll  forth  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6.  The  in- 
accuracies were  matters  of  very  trivial  impor- 
tance. I  do  not  wish  to  advocate  the  Cit>  Regis- 
trar now,  but  I  wish  the  Council  to  remember  this 
fact.  Ihe  gentleman  from  Ward  6  has  availed  him- 
self of  an  oppoitunity,  under  cover  of  a  motion 
to  n consider,  to  say  thinirs  concerning  the 
City  Registrar  which  are  more  offensive  than 
anything  said  about  the  Board  of  Health.  There- 
tore  I  trust  the  motion  so  reconsider  will  cot  pre- 
vail and  that  the  Council  will  cease  to  remember 
anything  said  in  the  heat  of  debate  by  the  other 
side.  If  any  one  lias  charges  agaiDst  the  City 
Registrar,  let  them  be  brought  before  rue  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed,  and  let  tbem  be  reported 
in  a  form  which  we  shall  not  blush  to  read. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— On*  or  two  words  may 
be  fitly  said  in  support  of  tbe  motion  to  recon- 


sider. The  reasons  are  that  a  wrong  impression 
has  been  given  here  and  the  remarks  tonight 
would  serve  to  eoDtirm  the  impression  that  this 
was  introduced  into  the  Council  thiough  the  ef- 
fect of  a  personal  quarrel  between  the  officers  of 
two  departments,  and  the  odium,  so  far,  has  been 
thrown  upon  the  Board  of  Health  The  facts  do 
not  justify  any  such  conoition  of  affairs.  If  gen- 
tlemen will  refer  to  the  record  it  will  be  found 
that  this  matter  was  first  brought  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  Council  by  a  friend  ot  Mr.  Aopolonio. 
The  Boaid  of  Health  took  no  action,  but  tbey  did 
find  it  iucumbent  upon  themselves,  for  very  good 
reasons,  to  take  certain  duties  which  the  law  ne- 
cessitated that  they  should  take  upon  themselves. 
Mr.  Appolonio  was  not  satisfied  with  that  state  of 
things,  and  a  friend  of  his  in  this  Council 
introduced  an  order  to  the  effect  that 
the  duties  of  the  two  departments  should 
be  defined,  and  requesting  the  appoi'  true  t  of  a 
joint  special  committee  to  do  so,  the  effect  of 
which,  as  it  apoeared  to  other  members,  would  be 
to  restore  to  the  City  Registiar  what  had  been 
taken  from  him.  It  was  ref  en  ea  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Orojnances,  and  the  eviaence  they  took  has 
never  been  before  the  C  uncil.  The  gentleman 
from  Watd  4  says  he  heard  a  part  of  it,  and  that 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
are  not  justified.  Unfortunately  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  tbe  evidence  came  in  after  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  left  the  roo.n.  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  in  the  room  and  hear  it  all,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  is  justified.  So  much  for  that.  The  gentleman 
says  if  the  allegations  are  correct  it  is  good  reason 
why  the  officer  should  oe  deposed,  but  no  reason 
why  the  office  should  be  abolished.  But  we  must 
see  the  reasons  which  influence  the  Council 
in  coming  to  that  conclusion.  It  was,  as  they  sup- 
posed, a  mere  peisonal  quarrel,  and  that  tut-  Board 
of  Hea'th  hadUf  inged  upon  the  duties  of  the  City 
Registrar  and  desired  that  office  ro  be  abolished, 
and  his  friends  knowing  Lothing  of  it,  retaliated 
and  voted  for  rhe  order.  Now,  suppose,  per- 
haps if  any  personal  feeling  were  ot  in  the  way, 
that  it  be  found  that  the  duties  of  the  office  were 
not  so  great  but  they  could  be  merged 
into  the  Department  of  Health,  who  will  make 
the  reports  to  the  State  required  by  statute,  and 
that  the  duties  could  thei.  be  peiformed  ina  much 
more  effective  aDd  economical  manner.  I  think  a 
reconsideration  of  the  questior  would  be  advan- 
tageous for  the  presentation  of  these  facts. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — I  hope  we  shall  not  re- 
coi.s.der  tuis  vote.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  the  City  Registrar's  department  for  the  last 
fifteen  years,  and  to  a  large  extent  during  the 
war,  and  Ithiuk  that  unless  this  matter  is  settled, 
the  business  of  the  office  and  the  interest 
of  the  city  will  suffer.  For  instance,  I 
wish  to  p'rocure  the  ceitificate  of  death 
of  a  person  who  died  last  week  to  for- 
ward to  Washington  for  a  pension  claim;  the  de- 
uarturent  at  Washington  would  not  receive  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  Board  of  Health  because  the  law 
provides  for  a  City  Registrar  for  that  purpose,  l 
think  that  certificate  would  be  returned  to  me  for 
lack  ot  evidence.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  tne 
minority  repirt  is  adopted,  and  this  committee 
appointed,  the  whole  matter  can  be  arranged,  and 
there  need  be  no  trouble  whatever. 

Mr.  Wilson  ■  •£  Waid  12—1  have  been  veiy  much 
surprised  by  the  tone  of  the  debate  on  a  motion  to 
reconsioer.'  Gentlemen  are  in  favor  of  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  in  one  breath,  ud  tne 
next  oreath  favor  laviug  the  whole  matter  upon 
the  table  till  the  fall.  Now  my  acquaiutaace  with 
the  gentleman  who  tills  this  office  has  continued 
many  years,  and  I  should  not  accept  the  state- 
ment*' made  except  upon  evidence  which 
I  should  judge  -is  competent.  The  best  way 
is  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  is,  have  the  committee 
appointed,  and  rheu  we  shall  have  competent 
members  of  the  City  Government  to  look  into  it, 
whose  judgment  we  can  accept]  and  •■■.  ho  can  re- 
port to  the  Council  whether  any  additional  legis- 
lation is  necessary.  A  very  slight  order  will  pro- 
duce any  action  that  exauiiuatiO"  or  observation 
may  prove  to  be  proper  and  right.  I  desire  to  stand 
here  asthechainpiou  of  no  man.  If  1  had  been  sat- 
isfied that  any  official  had  been  negligent,  I  jhould 
vote  to  decapitate  him.  I  dirt  feel  that  as  the 
matter  originated  it  was  a  personal  quarrel,  and 
I  toos  occasion  to  call  it  an  assumption  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  Now,  here  is  a  gentiem m  who 
has  filled  this  department  twenty-one  years 
without  any  committee.  It  we  could  have 
a     committee.      I    think      it     would     be     bet- 
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ter  than  to  take  the  back  track  and 
lay  the  ma.-ter  on  ttie  tabe.  It  has  been 
unanimously  considered  that  such  a  com- 
mittee is  a  aood  thing  to  have.  Why  not  let  us 
have  it  ?  If  they  advise  any  action  which  shall 
combine  the  tivo  offices  and  make  changes  neces- 
sary, I  will  join  with  aov  one  to  make  it.  That  is 
what  I  am  here  for.  I  have  n't  an  incompetent 
man  in  my  employ,  and  I  hops  a  competent  com- 
mittee will  be  appointed  to  give  the  City  Council 
the  facts  i<i  the  ca-e. 
The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

A   PERSONAL   EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  16— I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  report  of  the  last  meeting  ot  the  Council 
and  my  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13,  who  inquired  if  the  whole  Watei  Board 
bad  signed  a  contract.  It  is  stated  that  that  gen- 
tleman, under  ttie  advice  ot  the  City 
Solicitor,  had  not  signed.  The  idea  1 
meant  to  convey  was  that  the  gentleman 
referred  to  had  son.e  misgivings  as  to  his  proper- 
ty being  attached,  it  having  bee'i  attached  on  a 
former  occasion.  The  Water  Board,  or  the  Presi- 
dent, asked  the  City  Solicitor  it'  it  was  necessary 
for  all  to  sign,  and  he  gave  the  opinion  that  if  a 
majority  of  the  board  signed  it  would  be  sufficient. 
It  is  stated  here  thjt  tbe  gentleman,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  tbe  City  Solicitor,  refused  to  sign. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  w,ss  referred  the  order  to  rescind  so  much 
of  the  oider  relating  to  the  conoirucnon  of  Swett 
street  as  provides  that  no  part  of  the  money  shall 
be  expended  until  the  grade  of  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Rail- 
road Commissioners,  or  by  an  agreement  between 
said  lailroad  and  the  city  of  Boston,  having 
considered  the  subiect,  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  tt.e  order  ought  to  pars. 

For  the  committee.  James  J.  Flynn. 

Tiii'  undersigned,  a  .ninority  ot  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Stieets,  dissents  from  the  report  of  the 
majority,  believing  that  the  city  is  likely  to  be 
put  to  a  considerably  inert ased  expense  if  the 
building  of  Swett  street  is  proceeded  with  before 
an  arrangement  is  made  with  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad  or  its  successors,  as  to  who 
shall  assume  the  cost  of  raising  the  grade  of 
said  railioad.  I  am  of  tbe  opinion  that  if  further 
time  is  given  to  the  committee  they  may  be  able 
to  make  a  satisfactory  agreement  with  the  rail- 
road by  whicli  the  interest  of  the  city  may  be  pro- 
tected. I  therefore  recommend  that  the  order  be 
not  passed,  and  that  the  subject  be  recommitted 
to  the  committee.  Cyrus  a.  Page. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  tbe  order. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— One  week  ago,  when  that 
report  was  written,  another  member  of  the  com- 
mittee joined  with  me  in  the  minority  report. 
Since  then  be  has  changed  his  opinion,  and  con- 
cluded to  withdraw  troni  the  miuoritv.  It  is  a 
very  important  order,  one  whicli  will  involve 
quite  a  considerable  sum  in  the  question  whether 
the  city  is  to  assume  the  entire  expense  of  raising 
this  grade.  I  think  it  ioo  important  to  pass  upon 
at  this  late  hour,  and  I  would  move  that  it  be 
specially  assigned  to  half-|.ast  eight  o'clock,  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Traiu  of  Ward  13 — I  trust  the  matter  will 
rot  be  assigned,  but  that  we  shall  act  upon  it  to- 
night. It  is  a  matter  of  iaiportarc^,  has  been  be 
tore  the  Council  a  long  time,  and  the  money  has 
been  appropriited  to  carry  on  this  contract;  but 
owing  to  very  proper  amendments  put  upon  the 
order  it  has  been  delaved  till  sufficient  time  has 
beer,  allowed  the  committee  to  look  it  up.  A  recom- 
mittal to  the  committee  would  be  of  no  avail  what- 
ever. They  have  gone  into  it  so  thoroughly  that 
no  more  light  can  be  thrown  uf  on  ii.  Tbe  Stieet 
Commissioners  have  gone  into  it.  thoroughly,  and 
Mr.  Talbot  has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  it. 
I  don't  intend  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
out  one  point  I  would  like  to  explain,  and  that  is 
the  expense  to  be  borne  by  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railioad  Company.  There  was  an  im- 
pression that  the  road  weie  bound  to 
compensate  th-  city  for  anv  change  in  their  track 
and  grade.  The  "point  is  that  by  the  act  of 
the  Legislature,  unless  the  city  can  agree  with 
the  railroad  as  to  a  change,  the  Roil  road  Commis- 
sioners shall  fix  the  grade.  That  is  a  point  we 
have  all  stumbled  over.  The  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners aie  obliged  to  fix  the  grade;  but  they  are 
appointed  to  study  the  interests  ot  the  railroads 


and  the  State,  and  if  the  city  shorll  go  to  them 
and  ask  tuem  to  fix  the  grade,  they  would  fix  it  as 
it  is  now,  and  there  would  be  no  change  of 
grade  by  the  Railroad  Cemmissioners.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  tbe  city  desire  a 
change  of  grade  it  must  be  done  by  agree- 
ment with  the  company.  The  new  fixing  of 
the  grade  by  the  Railroad  Commissioners  is  to  fix 
it  where  it  is  now.  1  have  it  from  the  office  of 
the  Railroad  Commisiooeis  that  if  called  upon 
they  would  fix  the  grade  as  it  is  now.  There  is  no 
question  as  to  whether  the  corporation  is  a  rich 
©r  poor  one.  It  is  a  mere  question  as  to  what  we  can 
oblige  them  to  do.  Tbe  moment  the  official  of  tbe 
road  got  an  act  passed  that  no  street  should  cross  a 
railroad  at  grade,  he  wa<  perfectly  satisfied,  he 
knowing  that  tae  Railroad  Commissioneis  would 
not  alter  the  grade  of  the  road,  which  was  going 
to  be  entirely  out  of  pocket  to  them,  and  no  ben- 
efit whatever.  Thut  is  all  I  have  to  say  in  regard 
to  the.  railroad.  The  expense  of  filling  for  the 
grade  is  put  down  at  $65,000  or  $70,000,  or  $6  a  . 
square  yard.  That  filling  can  be  done  tooay  lor 
$4  a  square  yard,  making  a  large  difference  in  the 
cost  or  grading  Swett  street,  and  would  counter- 
balance the  cifi'erence  between  what  we  pay  and 
what  we  do  not  pay.  We  nave  monev  en  ugh  to 
build  that  street,  and  the  only  tnir.g  required  is 
that  tueameudi nen tj ust  reported  shall  be  adopted. 
To  avail  itself  of  tbe  bonds  the  city  must  build  tbe 
street  within  a  year  from  July  i.  I  am  told  by 
th.ise  competent  to  know  that  the  work,  if  under- 
taken now,  c-in  be  finished  to  the  catisf  action  of 
those  who  have  given  tbe  bonds.  But  there  is 
one  matter  which  I  wish  to  impress  uuon  mem- 
bers of  tbe  City  Council.  The  Roxi.  urv  Canal  is 
the  receotacle  of  tour  of  tbe  large-t  sewers  of  the 
city,  and  we  aie  already  building  ano.her  to  make 
ths  fifth.  Four  seweis  pour  their  horrible 
tilth  into  the  canal  at  Albany  street,  which  waits 
for  the  tide  to  cai  ry  it  out,  one  for  the  eastern 
eectiou  of  tbe  Highlands,  the  Chester-park  sewer 
and  the  Coacord-street  sewers.  The  conteuts  of 
i hese  sewers  are  too  Yile  and  loathsome  to  look 
upou,  and  their  odor" must  nauseate  and  poison 
thousands  every  year.  The  report  ol  the  Board  of 
Health  and  every  petson  living  in  that  part 
of  the  citv  pronounces  them  .an  unmitigat- 
ed nuisance.  Ihe  Supeiintendent  of  Sewers 
says  nothing  can  be  done  in  tne  matter  of  cbang-- 
ing  the  sewerage  until  Swett  street  is  completed. 
He  says  that  he  will  then  have  a  foundation  to  act 
upon  in  order  to  cany  the  sewage  to  Dorchester 
Bav.  Already  a  petition  is  here  for  tbe  dredging 
ot  that  creek";  but  you  might  dredge  it  today,  and 
tomorrow  it  would  be  filled  up.  The  water- 
ing caits  from  all  parts  of  th*t  district  go 
there  and  pump  this  water  ii> to  tanks  and  sprin- 
kle it  on  the  stieets,  and  so  sickeniig  is  this 
that  people  close  their  window-  as  the  carts  goby. 
That  matt- r  alone  is  enough  to  carry  this  work 
through,  and  I  hope  no  objection  will  be  made  to 
it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  don't  doubt  but  that  the 
gentleman  has  spoken  a  great  deal  of  truth,  but 
he  has  n't  touched  the  vital  part  of  the  question. 
I  voted  for  Swett  street  against  my  convictions, 
witb  the  amendment  of  ihe  gentleman  from 
Ward  6;  but  tbe  gentleman  has  n't  touched 
the  maiv.  question.  From  what  I  have  heard 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  proposition  comes 
here  to  reconsider  that  mattei  in  facr;  or  rather 
to  rescind  by  a  majority  vote  rhe  action  of  tbe 
Council,  which  it  required  a  two-thirds  vote  to 
carry.  But  for  that  amendment  the  two-thirds  vote 
for  the  appropriation  of  money  could  not  have 
been  cariied.  Now  comes  in  the  proposition,  it  I 
understand  it,  whether  by  a  majority  vote  of  this 
Council  we  can  reconsider  the  action  wbich  it  re- 
quired a  two-thirds  vote  to  carry.  The  gentle- 
man from  th-  Sixth  Ward  can  better  explain  that 
than  I  tan;  but  it  strikes  me  so  at  this  moment, 
and  I  wish  he  would  give  his  opinion.  If  that  is 
tbe  position  of  matters  I  want  time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— So  far  a«  this  amendment 
is  concerned,  it  was  put  in  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city's  interest;  but  the  matter  has  since  been  ex- 
plained and  is  shown  to  be  a  stumbling  block  in 
tbe  way  of  the  city.  As  to  the  question  of  a  two- 
thiros  vote,  that  matters  not  to  me.  It  is  on  ac- 
count of  the  real  importance  of  ihe  subject  that 
I  press  it,  an. i  not  because  of  this  majority  vote. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  and  Mr.  Brackett  of 
Ward  10  boped  the  matter  would  be  assigned. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  Ward  7  said  the  committee  did  not 
wish  to  press  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Page  to  specially  assign  pre- 
vailed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


ADAMS    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Page  of  "Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  oa  Public  Instruction,  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  grant  the  request  of  School  Committee 
that  a  room  be  fitted  up  in  the  Adams  Schoolhouse 
for  the  master.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  CITY  REGISTRAR'S  OFFICE. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  "Ward  6 offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  City  Regis- 
trar's Department,  when  appointed,  be  instructed 
to  examine  and  leport  without  delay  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  present  City  Registrar  and  as  to 
the  manner  m  which  his  office  has  been  con- 
ducted. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 


TENTJRE    OF    OFFICE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  moved  to  take  from 
the  table  the  resolutions  (City  Document  69)  re- 
lating to  the  tenure  of  office,  which  was  lost  after 
a  brief  discussion  by  Mr.  "Whitmore  in  favor  and 
Mr.  Kmball  in  opposition. 

VEGETABLE    MARKET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brackett,  the  reports  on  the 
vegetable  market  were  taken  from  the  table,  and 
after  oriet  discussion  between  Messrs.  Devereux 
of  Ward  22,  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  Kim  ball  of  Ward 
6,  they  were  specially  assigned. — 24  for,  22  against 
— for  nine  o'clock  on'Thursday  evening  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  the  Coun- 
artjourned. 


393 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY   OF   BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    6,    1875. 


■Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  piesidmg. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Agents  of  the  City  to  take  one  Decenriial  Census 
—0.  S.  C.  Brigbam,  James  A.  Cooper,  Daniel  E. 
T*   "Pftplcfi  rfl 

Special  Police  Offics is— William  L.  Waterhouse, 
Harvard  Medical  College;  Thomas  S.  Carroll,  In- 
dia wharf;  Andre  C.  Reggio,  1  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

Constable— Augustus  Grant. 

Weigher  aud  Inspector  of  Hay— Randall  E. 
Young. 

Weigher  of  Coal— John  A.  Clark. 

Promotions  in  the  Police  Department— Charles 

C.  J.  Spear,  to  be  Lieutenant;  David  M.Pierce,  to 
be  Sergeant. 

Severally  confirmed. 

Police  Officers— Corneliu=  Harrington,  Christo- 
pher K.  Pollster. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

PARK  COMMISSION. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston: 
Gentlemen— Under  the  provisions  ot  chanter  185, 
section  1,  of  the  acts  of  the  vear  1875, 1  hereby 
appoint,  subject  to  vour  appoval,  tne  following- 
named  -persons  to  be  Park  Commissioners  ot  the 
city  of  Boston,  namely:  T.  Jefferson  Coolidge, 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  from  Mavl-vt,  1875; 
William  Gray,  Jr..  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
from  May  1st,  1875.  and  Charles  H.  Dalton,  for  the 
term  of  two  j  ears,  ttom  May  1st,  1875.  These  ge.i- 
tlemen  have  expressed  th"ir  willingness  to  serva 
the  city  as  above  stateo  without  compensation. 
Samuel  C.  Cobb, 

Mayor. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed.    Sent  down. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

The  petitions  for  sewers  in  Dorchester  avenu 9, 
between  Power  and  Hyde  streets,  and  in  Marion 
street,  between  Monin'mth  and  White  streets, 
were  consideied  on  order  of  notice.  No  one  ap- 
pealed to  object,  and  the  petitions  were  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.    Company 

D,  Ninth  Reguntnt,  for  an  armory  ii.  Cortinental 
Building. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  George  O.  Cotti  ell 
et  al.,  remonstrance  against  construction  of  a 
sewer  10  Woodbine  strett. 

J.  G.  Kelso  et  a!.,  for  leassessmeut  of  expense 
ol  sewer  m  South  Eu'en  street,  Chailesiown. 

Bemaid  Meyer  et  al.,  for  a  r.ew  sewer  in  West 
Eighth  street. 

Nathaniel  G.  Simonds,  that  the  Chelsea-street 
sewer  be  extcnden. 

Samnel  Slubbs  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Rutland 
square,  east  of  Provia<>nce  Railro.id. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  E.  Wood- 
ward et  at.,  that  Woodward  avenue  be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  J.  W.  Tufts  &  Co., 
for  leave  to  maintain  a  projecting  sign  at  corner 
of  Hanover  ard  Washington  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  pari  of  the 
Board.  Jacob  H.  Hathorae,  for  leave  to  enlaige 
his  brick  stable  oa  Northampton  street. 

A.  D.  Calef,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  horses  on  Schuyler  street,  corner 
Hait  well. 

Patrick  Dolau,  for  'eave  to  occupy  an  old  wood- 
en stable  for  tbiee  horses  oi  Centre  place,  Ward 
17,  near  Green  street. 

J.  W.  Sliapleigh,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooJen  atable  for  three  horsrs  on  Woodville 
square,  W-rd  14. 

'To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  F.  W.  Kittredge 
et  al.,  that  Trernont  street,  west  of  the  Providence 
Railroad,  be  graded,  etc. 

Patrick  H.  Vlcniynu  et  al.,  that  Rutland  square, 
west  of  Coltnnbus  avenue,  be  graded,  etc. 

Petitions  for  Edgesti  nes— A.  F.  fibbets.on  Blue 
Hill  avenue  ami  Stafford  street;  Henrv  Wbitriksr, 
on  Tremont  ami  Parsons  streets,  Ward  19;  Henry 
Calender's  tstate,  on  Mill  street,  Waid  16. 


Petitions  for  Edgestones  and  Brick  Sidewalk — 
Timothy  Donovan,  171  Sixth  street;  John  O'Neil, 
169  Sixth  st.-=et;  William  McCarty,  161  Sixth 
street;  Margaret  E.  Duffy,  175  Sixth  street;  An- 
gus Douglass,  at  cor. er  of  Windsor  and  Warwick 
streets. 

Edwa'd  Flaherty  et  al.,  that  Baxter  street,  be- 
tween D  and  E  streets,  be  put  in  order. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing.  Boston 
Daily  News,  for  leave  to  bid  for  contract  to  publish 
proceeding-  of  the  City  Council. 

Boston  Post,  for  leave  to  bidforcontiact  topub- 
lish  proceedings  of  City  Council. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE 

Petitions  of  John  B.  Reagan,  E.  S.  Johnson  et 
al.,  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  and  Company  G. 
Severally  referred. 

Annual  report  of  Auditoi  of  Accounts  for  finan- 
cial year  1874-75.  (City  Doc.  No.  72.)  Placed  on 
file. 

Order  for  Committee  on  City  Registrar's  De- 
partment (if  one  be  appointed)  to  r=port  on  man- 
ner of  conducting  that  depaitment.    Passed. 

Older  to  allow  the  Inspector  of  Buildicers  the 
use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle  at  city's  expense. 
Passed. 

Report  that  it  is  inex  reoient  to  p  ovide  and  fur- 
nish a  room  for  the  master  of  the  Adams  School. 
Accepted. 

Ordinance  providing  for  appointment  by  the 
Mayor  an  i  confirmation  by  the  City  Council  of 
two  Record  Commissioners  to  serve  for  five  years, 
without  pay,  iu  supplying  f  om  oi  her  sources  cne 
existing  derrcieccies  in  records  ot  oirths,  mar- 
riages and  deaths  in  this  city.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  reserve  and  aporopriate  for 
yard  of  Quincy  Sehoolhouse  the  land  of  Hose 
House  No.2,  recently  abandoned  by  the  Fire  Com. 
missioners.    Order  passed. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  (City  Doc. 
No.  70)  came  up  w'lth  minority  leport  substituted 
for  the  majority  and  the  passage  of  the  order  ap- 
pended t»  the  minority  report,  which  directs  the 
Committee  on  Joi^t  Rules  to  piovids  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Joint  Standing  Committee  oa  City 
Registrar's  Depart  i  ent. 

The  ques'iou  was  upon  concurrence. 

Alderman  Bigelo*  moved  to  substitute  the  ma- 
jority report  for  that  of  the  minority,  which  bad 
b"ien  adopted  by  the  Common  Council. 

Aldt  rinan  Qu'incv  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
minoiity  report,  and  it  was  read  by  the  Chaiiman. 

Alderman  Preseott  calledfor  the  reiding  ot  tee 
majority  redorr,  vvh.ch  the  Chaiiman  did. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  na>s, 
and  the  majority  report  was  substituted  for  that 
of  the  minority— yeas  7,  cays  5 : 

Veas — Aldermen  Bigeiow,  Clark,  Harris,  Pope, 
Power,  Pre-cott,  Wortbinfrton — 7. 

Nays— Ald=rtnen  Burrage,  O'B'ien,  Quincv, 
Stsbbins,  Viles— 5. 

Ihe  order  apnendec  to  tiie  majority  report  for 
the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature'for  Ml  act  to 
place  the  City  Registrar  under  the  Board  of  Health, 
wa«  passed. '  Yeas  7,  nays  5  (.the  same  as  before.) 
Sent  down. 

Certificate  of  election  of  James  W.  Ricker  as 
City  Collector  in  place  of  Thomas  Sherwiu, chosen 
by  this  Board.  The  Board  proceened  to  an  elec- 
tion. Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Vil-s  weie  ?.p:oint- 
ed  a  committee  to  collect  and  ,  count  votes.  They 
reported  that  T-iomas  Sberwin  had  iecciy-ed  10 
and  James  W.  Ricker  2.  Mr.  Sbtiwin  was  de- 
clared eleced  in  non-concurrence.  Certificate 
sent  down. 

LAFAYETTE  SQUARE. 

''he  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
4%  P.M.,  viz.,  heaiii.g  of  parties  interested  in 
designating  the  area  at  the  junction  of  Warren 
aud^Main  streets,  iu  Chaiiestiwn,  as  "Thompson 
square"  or  "Lafayette  square." 

John  N.  Devereux,  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Ward  28,  said  that  local  names  are 
of  value  to  people  of  a  town,  and  in  this  case  he 
believed  tue  local  renown  of  the  Thompson  family 
made  it  moie  acceptable  to  the  people  ot  Charles- 
town  than  Lafayette.  Tne  first  child  born  there 
after  the  br.ttle'of  Bunker  Hill  was  named  Timo- 
thy Thompson,  who  "became  distinguished  in  the 
history  of  the  towu."  Ho  cited  several  members 
of  the  family  who  had  beeu  distin*ruished  in  the 
local  history  of  Charle--towi .  and  believed  the 
people  desired  the.  name  to  be  perpetuated. 

Richard  Frothingham  said  the  petition  was  not 
composed  by  him.  but  ho  signed  and  indorsed  it. 
He  indorsed"  what  Mr.  Devereux   had  said,  and 
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mentioned  prominent  members  of  the  Thompson 
family,  their  public  relations  and  position,  whose 
lives  were  a  :t:\e  in  good  works,  ia  public  anil  pri- 
vate. Mr.  Fiothingham  spoke  at  length  of  Timo- 
iliy  and  Abraham  It.  Thompson,  and  others  of  the 
family,  all  of  whom  did  irood  service  to  the  town, 
in  every  situation  ia  which  such  a  Corporation 
could  call  a  citizen.  It  wus  but  a  small 
monument  ti>  such  a  family  to  let  the  little 
piece  ot  land  be  cal'ed  Thompson  square.  He 
would  be  the  last  to  refuse  to  do  honor  to  La- 
tayette,  but  that  name  should  be  given  to  one  of 
the  meat  squares  or  future  paries  in  the  city. 
The  object  of  calling  this  space  Thompson  square 
was  to  trive  it  a  name  of  local  interest,  while  it  it 
is  d«sir*-d  to  name  a  square  alter  Lafayette,  one 
should  be  selected  that  would  do  honor  to  his 
memory. 

Daniel  "Williams  cited  the  positions  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  petition,  who  represented  the  best  citi- 
zens of  Charlestown.  This  name  is  intended  to 
commemorate  a  family  who  lived  and  were  known 
there,  «od  tre  cuy  could  afford  to  do  so.  He  in- 
dorsed what  Mr.  Frothingbam  had  said  in  regard 
ta  naming  a  laig^  park  for  Lafavett0. 

George  B.Neal  indorsed  what  had  been  said  by 
M-.  Krothinghaao.  and  oth  is,  ad  said  the  owners 
of  the  property  in  that,  locality  favored  the  nam" 
of  Thompson,  which  is  local,  and  bclougs  to  that 
locality,  while  Lafayette's  'lame  Is  national  aod 
de  erves  mi  re  honor  th  in  would  be  conferred  by 
naming  in  his  honor  sue1'  a  small  spot  as  this, 
which  is  not  a  Square. 

The  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
OU  Paving. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Moses  P.  Brown,  Constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

inspector  of  Lighters.  Quarteily  It  port  to 
June  30— Lighters  inspected,  232;  fees,  $059.50;  ex- 
penses, $23.20;  divined  by  incumbents,  $630.30. 
Steot  down. 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Quarterly  Report  to 
July  1— Amount  disbursed,  820,299;  number  ot  ap- 
plications, 3911.    Sent  down. 

RAILROAD   TRA.CKS     IN     COURT,  DEVONSHIRE  AND 
STATE  STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  repoit  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  weie  recommit- 
ted the  report  and  ciders  relative  to  theiemov;! 
of  th 8  railroad  tracks  in  Court,  Devoushir"  ana 
st;i . :  streets,  that  they  have  given  the  panics  a 
hearing,  rbat  no  new  evidence  had  been  pre- 
Bunted,  and  that  thev  recommend  the  passage  of 
i  he  orders. 

The  Chairman  read  mentions  for' the  removal 
from  F.  O.  Prince  et  at.,  abutters  on  Court  street, 
and  II.  H.  HtiQnewell  et  al.,  occupants  ot  Seats 
Building. 

Alderman  Buna  e— The  Committee  on  Paving 
consented  to  a  recommitment  or  these  orders 
unaer  a  misapprehension.  They  supposed  the 
two  railroad  companies  interested  had  requested 
another  hearing  te  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
present  new  evidence  and  further  arguments 
against  the  removal  of  the  tracks.  But  at  the 
hearing  before  the  committee,  the  Piesidsnt  of 
the  Metropoitan  Railroad  Company  oenied  that 
he  hai  requested  another  nearing  and  no  evi- 
dence -vas  adtuced  by  either  corporation,  nor  any 
new  arguments  presented,  10  show  why  the  tracks 
should  not  be  lemoved.  On  the  conttary,  the  pe- 
titioners for  th.ir  removal  piesented  evidence 
showing  that  Coruhill  is  very  seldom,  if  ever, 
blocked  either  by  cars  or  other  vehicles,  but  that 
Court  street  is  very  much  croe/ced  and  is  con- 
tinual.y  subject  to  blocks.  Mr.  Lawrence,  of 
the  firm  of  Lawrecc:,  Wilde  &  Hull,  testi- 
fied that  during  ihe  twenty-three  yeais  he 
had  done  business  on  Coin'iitl  he  had 
never  *een  ?.ny  trouble  from  blocks  in 
mat  street,  and  he  expressed  the  opinion  that 
many  more  cars  than  at  present  could  go  through 
the  street  without  inconvenience  to  tiavellersor 
to  the  abutters.  H^  stated  chat  be  would  be  glad 
to  Lave  the  number  increased  to  180  or  moe  per 
hour.  Mr.  Tyler  and  Mr.  Lilbe,  wbo  do  business 
on  Court  street,  testified  that  Court  street  is  much 
crowded  with  vehicles,  that  blocks  are  frequent, 
and  that  in  the  jams  vehicles  are  sometimes 
forced  upon  the  sidewalk  by  their  respective 
stores,  endangering  trie  glass  of  their  windows,  as 
well  is  the  limbs  ar.d  lives  of  pedestrians.  Two 
::olice  officers,  stationed  in  the  vicinity,  testified 
that  they  deem  that  part  of  Court  street  the  worst 


street  in  the  city  in  respeet  to  blocks,  and  that 
the  track  there  is  a  nuisance.  On  Saturt'ay  last 
the  Chief  of  Police  detailed  officers, by  request, 
to  take  an  account  of  the  number  of  cars  and  of 
other  vehicles  that  passed  thiough  Coruhill.  be- 
tween Franklin  avenue  ami  Washington  street. 
and  through  Couit  street  b.-.tween  the,  same 
points,  between  the  bouts  ot  7  £  .  M.  and 
7  P.  M.  The  result  was  as  follows:  In 
Cot  chill  the  whole  numoer  ot  cars  was  1008, 
the  whole  number  of  other  vehicles  was  740,  mak- 
m ...  1S38  in  all.  In  Court  street  the  number  of  cars 
was  48,  -he.  lumbei  of  vehicles  was  3126,  making 
:(474  iii  all  — oi  an  aveiage  of  91l/2  cars  ud  01'/2  ve- 
hicles, 153  in  :  II  per  hour  in  Coruhill  and  4  cars 
and  285y2  vehicles,  280V2  in  ^  11  per  bou  in  Court 
str-et.  The  difference  in  the  amount  of  travel  in 
the  respective  streets  curing  tlie  middle  of  the 
day  is  much  more  marked.  Betv  een  ten  a.  d 
eleven  o'clock  470  vehicles  other  than  care  passed 
through  Court  street,  and  but  85  through  cornhiU. 
Between  the  hours  of  mte  and  five  2708  passer 
th  o;ij>h  Court  street  and  but  570tbiough  Cora  hill. 
There  were  uo Hocks  uu."ingtheday  in  Ccrohill.  In 
Court  street  there  were  i  wo  blocks  by  cats  and  five 
by  other  vehicles,  seven  in  all.  These  figures  and 
the  evidence  before  the  committee  simply  confiim 
what  I  had  supposed,  until  the  lemarkj  at  the 
hist  meeting  of  th-  Board  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  was  apvaient  to  every  one  'v hose  attention 
had  been  called  to  the  subject,  that  Couit 
street  is  much  moie  crowded  than  Coruhill, 
and  fiat  instead  of  there  being  a  necessity  tor 
running  cars  through  Court  stieet  "to  rilieve 
Cotnhill,"  th ■•  public  (rood  requires  that  both  cars 
and  track  should  be  removed  from  this  part  of 
Court  street  In  regard  to  the  width  of  these 
sti  eets  between  Washington  street  and  Franklin 
avenue,  I  woo  Id  sav  that  while  Coruhill  is  six  or 
seven  feet  •  ider  than  Couit  street,  the  sidewalks 
of  th.;  former  ar«  so  much  widnr  than  those  of  the 
latter,  that  there  is  but  \  few  inches  difference  in 
the  width  of  their  respective  roadways.  To  letrard 
to  the  tracks  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
m  Srate  and  Nev.  Devonshire  streets,  it  was  i  i 
evidence  tuat  travel,  especially  heavy  teaming, 
has  increased  in  the  last  n  med  street  largely 
during  the  la:  t  year,  and  that  the  track  there  is 
the  cause  ot  serious  loss  to  the  owners  of 
tcaus  by  injury  ro  vehicles,  anil  is  an  incon- 
venience to  all*  who  drive  through  the  street. 
Respecting  the  proposal  of  this  company  to 
discontinue  miring  theii  cars  via  ouobury 
street  and  to -end  others  instead  thiough  Wash- 
ington, State  and  Devonshire  streets.  1  think  this 
Board  will  hardly  dsem  it.  c-xi  edient  to  "relieve" 
S;dbnry  street,  >•  here  uo  cars  Dai  those  of  th-; 
Middlesex  company  run,  by  sending  twenty-nine 
more  c?rs  an  hour  through  the  nzrrowes'  and 
most  crowded  portion  of  Washington  street,  tne 
narrow  pasaageway  at  the  he  id  of  Srate  street 
ana  New  Devm  shire  street,  crowded  with  heivy 
teams.  As  has  been  said,  horse  railroads  are  ac- 
knowledged to  be  a  great  public  convenience 
when  properly  regulated;  but  they  must  not  be 
allowed  to  monopolize  the  streets  or  to  encroach 
upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  others.  Corp  i- 
ratioos  may  be  characterized  as  organized  selfish- 
ness without  personal  responsibility;  it  is  natu- 
ral, therefore,  that  they  should  sometimes  adopt 
the  ethics  of  Wordsworth's  "Rob  Roy"— 

"Forwhy?    Because  the  good  old  rule 

Sufliceth  them ;  the  simple  plan 
That  they  should  take  who  have  the  power, 

And  they  shoald  keep  who  earn" 

Eveiyyear  m?ny  petitions  for  new  locations 
have  b  en  presented.  Last  year  this  Government 
received  nineteen  petitions  for  new  locations,  of 
which  thirteen  v. ere  granted.  This  year  many 
have  been  received,  bur  i  am  unable  at  present  to 
state  the  number.  On  the  orh  rbarid,thsre  have 
been  but  few  instances,  if  any,  in  which  a  corpo- 
ration, wharevi  r  the  public  exigency  might  be, 
has  willingly  taken  up  a  track  or  given  up  a  loca- 
tion once  granted  tbem.  I  trust  the  Board  will 
adhere  to  its  former  action  and  pass  the  orders 
for  the  removal  ot  these  tracks. 

Alderman  Prescott  desired  further  time  tor  in- 
vestigation, and  moved  that  the  subject  be  sne- 
cially  assigned  for  Mo  day  next,  at  five  o'clock'  P. 
M. 

Alderman  Power  thought  the  Board  understood 
the  subject,  and  it  would  hardly  pay  to  waste  time 
by  turtli!  r  delay. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  be  desired  to  carefully 
examine  the  statistics  and  statements  of  Alder- 
man Burrage.    The  arguments  presented    on  the 
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other  side  were  strong  enough  to  convince  hi 03 
that  the  tracks  should  remain. 

Alderman  Run  age  said  thejstatements  made  at 
the  last  meeting  weiv  uo  news  to  the  ommittee. 

The  motion  to  special. y  assign  prevailed — 7  lor, 
4  against. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  fiom  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  on  the  petition  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad,  recommending  the  following  Ol- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  right  hereco- 
fore  granted  to  the  Metropolitan  n&ilroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tiacks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  citv  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  tDe 
right  to  constmct  a  turnout  00  Tremont  street, 
corumencn  g  at  Hillside  avenue  and  extending  150 
feet  Wfcstwardly  towa  ds  the  town  of  Brookhne, 
said  turnout  being  sho~-'n  on  a  plan  drawn  by 
Barbour  &  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  June 
8, 1875.  a.  d  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  [Appended  to  the  above  are 
the  usual  conditions.] 

Kead  once. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  th->  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows : 

Reports  in  favor  of  gtantins  petitions  for  leave 
te  mo  e  wooden  ouildtngs  of  John  A.  Sanootn 
and  W.  R.  Cavana^h,  on  the  usoal  conditio,  s. 
.severally  accented. 

Reports  ia  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  Daniel 
McLaughlin,  lor  ez.tei.sion  of  lime  for  closing 
Noith  Marginal  street;  Brookline  Water  Com- 
missioners, for  leav°  10  erect  a  Hi  e  of  felegr?phi 
ihrougti  a  p-.irtioi  of  West  Ruxbuiy.  Severally 
accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  reconstruct  the  stone  culvert  in 
SprinK-park  avenue,  Ward  17,  so  as  to  effectually 
piovide  for  the  surf  ice  diainage  of  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  directing  the  Superintend- 
ent of  .  Str-ets  to  furrjsb  and  set  edgestones  in 
front  of  estate  of  C.  B.  Cabot  on  Greenoug1! 
avenue,  Ward  17;  tolav  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  of  Oliver  tfeunet.,  134  and  143  Marcella 
street;  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  and  lay 
buck  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  William  Land, 
29  Hauimond  pars,  and  in  front  of  estate  of  John 
J.  Williams  on  Union  park  street.  Orders  severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  tor  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  in  conjunction  with  the  abutters  on  Cot- 
tage, Boston  and  Humphrey  streets,  Ward  16,  to 
spiinkle  said  streets  with  salt  water,  at  an  ex- 
panse to  the  city  not  exceeding  $500.  Order  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Schedule  of  cost  of  edgestonesin  front  of  estates 
on  Gieenough  avenue,  Marcella  and  other  streets, 
and  order  for  proportionate  assessment  and  col- 
lection of  same.    Order  lead  twice  audpa"ssd. 

DREDGING  OF  ROXBURY  CANAL. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  fo'lowing: 

The  Joiat  Standing  Committee  on  Boston  Har- 
bor, to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  L.  B. 
Morse,  and  others  and  George  Curtis  and  others 
that  Roxbury  Canal  be  dredged,  and  of  Francis 
Baitlett  and  others  that  Charles  Rivei  flats  nortii 
of  Beacon  street  be  creoged.  caving  cou-idered 
the  subject,  would  respectfully  report — 

That  there  appears  t»  beno  necessity  tot  actionon 
the  part  of  the  city  to  dredge  the  canal  or  the  riveir 
for  tbepmpose  of  improving  navigation;  but,  in 
the  judguieut  of  the  committee,  there  are  reason- 
able giomids  tor  complaint  on  account  of  their 
filthy  condition  and  the  consequent  menace  to  the 
hp.ilth  and  Irves  of  citizens. 

Several  sewers  that  Rfford  sewerage  for  a  large 
and  decsely  populated  territory  empty  into  Rox- 
bury Canal  near  its  head,  and  as  there  is  no  cur- 
rent to  scour  the  channel  and  carry  off  deposits, 
thu  solid  matter  from  tne  sewers  has  settled  upon 
the  bottom  until  it  has  accumulated  to  the  depth 
of  from  two  to  six  feet.  The  gases  that  arise 
from  this  deposit  wh-n  the  tide  is  ont  aud  it  is  un- 
covered or  is  but  partly  covered  by  water  are  very 
offensive,  and  doubtless-  exceedingly  dangerous  to 
health.  The  same  is  true  of  that  portion  of 
Charles  River  which  lies  in  the  angle  formed  by 
the  sea  wall  west  of  Brimmer  street  and  north  of 
Beacon  street. 

It  is  obvitus  that  while  these  sewers  continue  to 
discharge  their  contents  at  these  points  dredging 
can  be  but  a  slight  and  temporary  remedy  for  the 
evil.  Your  committee  are  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  taking  steps  at  once  to  extend  the 


sewers  so  that  they  will  discharge  into  deep 
water.  The  construction  of  Swett  street 
across  South  Bay  will  furnish  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  extension  to  Dorcester  Bay 
of  the  sewers  which  now  discharge  ioto 
the  canal.  As  no  change  can  be  made  in  the  sew- 
ers during  ttoe  present  season,  it  is  necessary  in 
thfe  interests  of  the  public  health  to  resort  to 
dredging,  and  tb?  committee  would  therefore  rec- 
ommsndtbe  passage  of  rhe  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commute  e  on  Boston  Harbor 
be  authorized  to  contract  for  dredging  Roxbury 
Canal  and  a  portion  of  Chailes  River  Ivintr  north 
of  Beacon  sti  eft,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
§10,000 ;  to  be  transferred  for  that  purpose  from 
the  Reserved  Fund. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  the  referecce  of  the 
repn-tto  'be  Finance  committee. 

Alderman  Power — 4s  I  have  had  a  little  experi- 
ence in  the  subject  of  dredging  that  locality.it 
seem-  to  me  that  although  anuisance  exits  at  tb? 
Roxbury  Canal,  it  should  not  be  made  a  handle  of 
to  im  crove  private  prouerty  abutting  on  the  canal. 
It  is  welt  kicowo  to  everybody  who  has  studied 
this  subjecr,  t.iat  tbe'eojp'tjind'  of  the  sewers  theie 
has  v.  ry  little  to  do  wi+h  th-*  shoaling  at  that 
place.  It  is  caused  by  the  emptying  of  tne  bait, 
end  this  whole  preesuie  comes  from  luterestec  par- 
ties v  ho  cannot  get  vessels  up  there  on  account 
of  tBe  shoals.  They  all  know  tttis  and  they  can- 
not contradict  it.  They  oougbt  the  property 
knowing  that  fact,  ana  it  ~ee«ns  too  bad  Ibat  the 
people  of  Bo^tou  should  be  made  to  bear  the  tu- 
lire  expense  of  improving  their  property.  Id  past 
years  the  abutters  ti.ere  have  been  made  to  pay  a 
portion  of  the  txoen-e  of  dr-dging  out  that  canal, 
and  I  don't  sec  why  we  should  n't  make  some  ar- 
rangement with  tlirm  now.  They  undertake  to. 
show  that  the  sewers  a.' e  the  great  cause  of  the 
nui5at.ee,  when  they  know  better,  and  that  the 
sewer-have  very  little  to  do  with  "it.  I  don't  ob- 
ject to  this  dredging  being  done,  but  I  do  ob- 
ject to  tbe  city  of  Boston  paying  the  whole 
cost  of  it.  1 1  past  yeats  they  have  willingly  paid 
a  part  of  the  cost  of  chedging  that  canal,  and  if 
they  are  nn willing  to  do  so  now  they  should  ba 
made  to  doit.  If  they  object  to  doirg  it,  I  shall 
object  to  the  city  iiirnishingthe  means  to  improve 
rbei  1  property  for  nothing.  Before  this  report  is 
refened  to  'beFiuanc-  Committee  1  would  like 
tne  chairman  of  the  Harbor  Committee  to  state 
*  bether  it  is  expected  that  the  abutters  will  pay  a 
part  of  the  expense. 

AliU-.roiau  Burrage— I  understand  that  this 
canal  was  dredged  about  tnree  yeaisago.  It  is 
1  01.  the  intention  of  the  eoairnit-ee  now  to  dredge 
it  for  the  beoefit  of  the  abutters,  it  is  intended 
to  dredge  nothing  but  the  deposit  from  the  sew- 
ers, and  to  scrape  off  the  accumu'ated  tilth  The 
abutters  do  not  propose  to  pay  a  portion  of  the 
expanse.  Tre  place  is  »in:oub'edly  a  nuisance, 
and  the  Board  of  Health  nave  the  lseal  power  to 
abate  it  i  ■  any  way  they  see  fit.  But  tins  matter 
was  referred  to  "  the  Conmittse  on  Haroor, 
who  thought  it  was  a  nui-anc  that  should  be 
abated.  Ihe  city  Das  no  more  right  to  cie  to  ami 
maintain  a  nuisarce  thau  an  individual  ha?;  that 
seern^  to  be  apiain  case  cf  equity.  The  commit- 
tee were  notiuUuencd  by  the  arguments  ot  the 
petitioners  in  this  matter,  and  they  propose  this 
mea  Sure  solely  on  s.i  nttary  gi  omuls.  Tin ee  ye  is 
ago  the  abutters  pant  some  SUMO  of  the  expense. 
The  cost  was  then  first  estimated  at  $3000,  bin  bo- 
fore  ii  got  tuiough  It  cost  $8600.  of  which  $2500 
came  from  the  appropriation  for  sewera,  $2690 
fiom   the   Health   appro  nation    and    $1200    was 

Said  by  the  abutteis.  and  the  remainder  by  the 
larbor  Committee.  •  It  is  well  kuown  that  die 
appropriation  for  tne  Harbor  is  insufficient  for 
such  n  additional  «o  k  as  this,  which  if  done  at 
all,  should  be  doue  <-oen,  for  the  hot  weather  is 
upon  us,  and  the  auisai.ee  is  growing  more  dan- 
e.ous  every  day. 

Aide  1  man  Power—  This  question  is  one  or  more 
importance  Chan  may  at  tiist  seem  to  members  of 
this  Government.  It  can  be  proved  by  experts 
that  be  deposit  from  the  emptying  of  the  sewers 
is  verv  trifling,  compared  wito  the  dirt  that  i- 
rushed  up  there  by  tbe  fide  is  it  ri-es  ..ml  comes 
in;  aud  if  the  city  is  going  to  remove  only 
what  comes  out  of  the  sewers  Hie  appro- 
priation Deeded  will  be  verv  small :  but  if  thev  lu- 
tein! to  dredge  out  all  the  objectionable  matters 
w  bieb  may  be  called  a  nuisance,  rue  wnole  Bats  in 
the  bay  will  have  to  be  dredged,  for  the  same  tea- 
son  can  be  given  for  dredging  the  Hats  as  tor 
deepening  tots  channel.  Tb  re  has  b°en  a  nui- 
sance there,  aioreot  less,  for  lorty  jeans  which uas 
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increased,  to  my  own  knowledge  during  that  time 
as  the  population  has  increassd.  It  doesn't  seem 
right  for  the  citv  to  spend  thousands  of  dollars  in 
decpening^that  channel,  to  the  great  advantage 
qf  the  abutters,  who  in  former  years  have  acqui- 
esced in  contributn  g  towards  the  cost.  If  they 
are  not  willing  to  contribute  anything  now,  the 
city  should  try  to  enforce  its  rights  and  make 
them  pay  a  poruon  of  the  cost.  I  think  it  is  clear- 
ly the  duty  of  the  Harbor  Committee,  who  bays 
taken  the  initiative  steps  in  this  matter,  to  sec  if 
they  cannot  compel  the  abutters  to  pay  a  portion 
of  this  expense. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the-  Committee  on 
Finance. 

bent  down. 

POLICE. 

Alderman  Burraire  suiimitted  a  report  from  the 
Commictee  on  Police,  recommending  that  ibc  fol- 
lowing executive  nominations  tor  police  officers 
be  approved  and  co  firmed:  Fraud  H.  Carey,  Or- 
lando C.  Riley,  Edmund  W.  Slack,  George  \V. 
William,  Charles  D.  Heifbaw,  Morrill  G.  Curtis, 
Lowell  M.  Stevenson,  Albeit  N.  Bates,  Albert  M. 
Hale.  Joseph  M.  Rock,  Joseph  H.  Rankin,  Daniel 
\V.  Carey,  John  Walsh,  Jacob  G.  Ruby,  Charles 
H.  Kelly.  Report  accepted  and  nominations  con- 
firmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  and  or- 
ders from. thP  Committee  on  Li,  ens»s  as  follow* : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Frank  Ellis  for  a  hack  stand  at  44 
State  street.    Accepted. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Hows  &  dish- 
ing, to  exhibit  a  circus  company  on  Coliseum 
grounds  and  at  Brighton  in  July;  C.  H.llaigneau, 
to  exhibit  museum  of  curiosities  in  Cba/lesto>vu 
(rene  -al).    Severally  accepted. 

C)"dered,  That  hack  licenses  numbered  from  1  to 
750  inclusive,  except  nuuubeis  51,  99,  231,  233,  338, 
623,  C44,  714,  715  aDd  747,  be  issued  for  one  year 
from  July  1, 1&75. 

Read  twice    ml  passed. 

Report  leeommendiug  the  renewal  of  certain 
back  licenses  for  one  year.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committ°e  on  Licenses  con- 
sidci  th  expediency  of  revoking  the  licenses  to 
inuhoideis  and  victuallers  which  wera  issued  by 
this  Board  m  March  and  April  last,  prior  to  the 
passage  of  the  presejt  license  law. 

Passed. 

ADDITIONAL    SCHOOL    ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Alderman  Prescott  mbmitted  reooits  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  sundry 
requests  of  the  School  Committee,  iecommending 
the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  tj  provide  suitable  accommo- 
dations in  th  ■  Mi.not  School  District  for  the  pupils 
now  occupying  ibe  vestrv  of  the  Church  of  the 
Uuiiv;  the  expense  to  bs  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Schoolhouses,  Pcblic  Buildings. 

Read  twice  aid  passed. 

Ordered,  Tuat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  piovide  additional  accom- 
modations for  the  Harvard  Grammar  School, 
Brighton  District;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
ths  appiopriation  foi  Schoolhouses,  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Bead  twice  aad  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

PERMITS     FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Woithiugton  submitted  reports  from 
the  Comtrittet  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board, 
recommending  the  granting  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions of  the  following  petitions  for  leave  to  occu- 
py stables : 

Stephen  J.  Moulton,  new  wooden  stable,  two 
horses,  Highland  avenue,  Ward  16;  Michael  Ca- 
rey, new  wooden  stable,  one  norse,  Canterbury 
street;  E.  R.  Wilson,  old  wooden  and  brick,  for 
six  additional  horses,  698  Sixth  street,  Ward  12. 
Severally  accepted. 

THANKS  TO   FOURTH  OF  JULY  ORATOB. 

Alderman  Worthington  offeret  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  ths  thanks  of  the  Cicy  Council  be 
presented  to  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke  for  tne 
very  interesting  and  instructive  oration  delivered 
Dy  aim  befoie  the  municipal  authorities  on  the 
occasion  of  the  observance  of  the  ninety-ninth 
anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of  A  merican  Inde- 
pendence; and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a 
copy  toereof  foi  publication. 
Read  tpice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 


ABMOllIES. 

Alderman  Worthrngton  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Jmnt  Committee  ou  Armories: 

Odertd,  That  the  Commiitee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  hire,  for  a  term  of  three  years  from 
the  first  day  of  July,  1875,  an  additional  iooiu  in 
the  building  at  the  corner  of  Harvard  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  the  same  to  be  u»eo  for  armory 
purposes;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
8600  per  annum,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

Read  twice  aod  pas-ed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
occuuied  ov  Company  E,  Ninth  Rejiment  of  In- 
fantry, M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  122  Eliot  street,  be  discon- 
tinued f  lorn  and  after  the  15th  day  of  July,  A.  D, 
1875. 

Read  twice  and  oassed. 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  for  r-  nt  or  armory 
occupierl  by  Company  D,  Ninth  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry, M.  v.  M..  at  ]\o.  122  Eliot  street,  be  discon- 
tinued Ironi  and  after  the  15th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1875. 

Read  twies  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  or 
Sewers,  su omitted  report 3  vvith  orders  of  notice 
for  hea-ings  on  Monday  next  on  expediency  of 
coustr  icti.  g  sewers  in  Hancock  stre&t,  between 
Dudley  and  Columbia  streets;  is  Everett  avenue, 
Dorc  tester ;  in  wamut  avenue,  bet  wee  a  Cobdeu 
stieet  and  Egleston  Square;  Townsend  street, 
beuvecu  Codmau  par!:  and  Washington  street. 
Ordeis  severally  passed. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY   FOR    LAND    DAMAGr.S. 

Aldei  man  Harris  submitted  orders  to  pay  lor 
land  d. images,  Ironi  th-  Committee  on  Str'e=r>  on 
rbe  part  it  the  Board,  as  follows:  Heiis  of  Daniel 
Loud,  $732.70.  widening  Magazine  street;  Nathan- 
iel Phillips,  $505.40,  widening  of  Bo,.aok)  street; 
Francis  M.  Gleason,  $368.60,  widening  ot  Bowdoin 
street;  B.  F.Griggs,  $104.50,  widening  of  Shaw- 
niut  avenue;  Mary  Bowone,  $12,370,  widening  of 
Beach  street.    Severally  read  twice  aod  passed. 

THE  BACK  BAY  IMPROVEMENT. 

Aide:  aian  Harris  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  refeired  the  petition  ot  the  Boston 
Water  Power  Company  that  rbe  city  would  accept 
and  pay  for  the  streets  constructed  bv  them  ou 
the  Back  Bav,  having  considered  the  subjeet, 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  toe 
accompanying  order. 

Whereas,  The  Citv  Council,  by  an  order  nacsed 
the  27th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1871,  agreed  to 
pay  Norman  C.  Munson  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  case  be  would  construct,  or 
cause  to  be  constructed,  within  two  years,  and 
graded  co  an  elevation  of  not  less  than  eighteen 
feet  a  ove  mean  low  v;ater,  the  followirg  avenues 
a<  d  streets,  namely,  Commonwealth  avenue  two 
huedied  feet  wide,  from  its  termination  at  that 
time  to  its  junction  with  the  proposed  extension 
of  West  Chester  Park-street;  Huntington  avenue 
one  hundred  feet  wide,  from  Boylston  street  to 
Camden  -treet;  and  West  Chester  Park-stre°c 
from  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  to  Beacon 
street,  according  to  a  plan  of  "l.nds  on  the  Back 
Bay,"  numbered  one,  made  under  the  direction  of 
Jouaiban  Pieston  aud  others,  commissioners, 
dated  Dec.  6, 1864;  and  would  convey,  or  cau-e  to 
be  conveyed,  said  avenues  and  street  to  the  City 
of  Boston  ;  aud  would  release,  or  procure  to  be 
released,  to  tne  city  all  claims  by  all  persons  af- 
tVcted  thereby,  for  damages  oh  account  of  the 
grading  of  said  avenu-s  and  street,  and  would 
also  do  certain  orher  things  named  in  the  said 
order;  and 

Wheieas,  The  said  Norman  C.  Murson  accepted 
said  proposition  of  the  City  Council,  and  executed 
the  proper  papers  obligating  himself  to  carry  the 
same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  carried,  into  effect ; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  Norman  C.  Munson  has  as- 
signed to  the  Boston  Watei  Power  Company  .11 
his  right  to  receive  payment  under  the  said  con- 
tract with  th3  city  of  Boston:  now.  therefore,  it  is 
oereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  ot 
the  City  Council  on  Laying  Out  and  Widening 
Streets  be  and  ibey  are  hereby  suthmized  to  pay 
to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty- four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty  fourj90-100  dollars  whenever  the 
said  company  conveys,  or  causes  to  be  couveyed, 
to  the  city,  in   a   form    satisfactory   to   the   City 
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Solicito' ,  the  fse  of  the  territory  uuderlyit  g  Com- 
monwealth avenue  two  hundred  feet  wide,  from 
Exeter  street  toParkei  streei ;  Huntington  avenue 
one  liunnred  reet  wide,  from  Boylston  street  to 
Camden  street,  and  West  Chester  Park-stte«t 
frmn  (he  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  ro  Beacon 
street,  according  to  a  plan  of  lands  on  the  Back 
Bay,  numbereo  one, male  under  the  direction  of 
Jonathan  Preston  and  others,  commissioners, 
dated  Dec.  6, 1864,  an')  fills  the  said  street  and 
avenues  to  tne  grate  required  by  said  contract,  as 
certified  by  the  City  Surveyor,  and  in  all  other  re- 
specis  complies  with  tne  requirements  of  the  said 
contract;  or  saw  committee  may,  if  theydeem.it 
expedn  nt,  sec  pt  said  stre-t  and  avenues  in  then- 
present  condition,  or  in  such  other  condition  as 
the  sane  may  be  iut  into,  both  as  to  title  and 
g-raae.  ana  release  the  contractor  fiom  all  further 
obligation  under  said  contract;  provided  such  de- 
cuction  shall  be  made  from  the  sum  above  speci- 
fied as  in  the  opinion  of  toe  committee  will  be  a 
fair  equivalent  for  all  deficiencies  in  ihe  fulfil- 
ment of  said  contract  on  the  part  of  the  said  Mun- 
son. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  chat  the  icport  s.nd  or- 
der oe  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Power  objected  to  th?  reference,  and 
moved  tbat  tb.  subject  be  specially  assigned  for 
5  P.  M.  one  week  lier.ee. 

Alr.erman  Woithmgton  —  I  think  it  would  be 
better  io  have  it  referred  to  tbe  Finance  Commit- 
tee, that  we  may  bave  the  matter  f>  Uv  bef  jie  us ; 
and  I  move  that  they  be  requested  to  report  ia 
pi  int. 

Alder  aian  Power — I  take  it  that  this  reference 
is  to  provide  the  inrans,andif  that  is  done  it  cotn- 
uius  this  Board  to  the  measure.  This  suoject  was 
before  the  Board  last  ytar,  and  ample  reasons 
were  shown  why  this  n.ouev  should  not  be  paid.. 
Members  should  understand  this  contact, 
and  know  whether  it  is  best  to  refer  this 
oiv.ei  to  tbe  committee.  It  is  ,  a  question 
whether  the  committ-e  shall  be  impowerea 
to  vary  the  teims  of  the  original  contract, 
as  is  proposed  in  that  o.cer.  This  matter  came  i  a 
here  last  vear,ai-d  the  couipa.  y  askeu  tbat  some 
of  the  money  should  be  paw  them.  X  think  all 
members  of  l&st  year's  govnntnevt  are  satisfied 
that  the  action  at  that  time  was  for  tbe;  osst  inter- 
est or  the  city.  It  required  the  company  to  keep 
to  the  teiuis  of  tu  :  contract,  and  I  think  it  is  for 
the  mievest  of  thi  citj  to  do  so  now.  I  want  this 
leference  delayed  one  week,  that  members  may 
understand  trie  matter  before  they  authorize 
a  committee  to  vary  tne  co  tract  or  waive 
tne  lights  which  the  city  now  has.  I  un- 
derstand there  are  many  abutte.s  tueie  wtia 
will  not  give  i.  leases  of  the  laud.  It  nwoives  a 
large  amouLt  of  money,  and  eveiy  member  shoulu 
lnokintoit  befuie  empowering  a  co.  uiittee  to 
waive  any  of  the  i  ity  rights.  If  geutlemen  aie 
satisfied,  and  don't  want  any  further  time,  you 
cau  refer  it;  out  I  think  that  should  not  oe  done 
until  we  are  fuily  satisfied  that  it  is  propec  for  tne 
pay  i  em  to  be  made. 

"  Alderman  Wo- r.btngton— I  o>sked  that  this  may 
be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  with  the 
request  that  they  will  report  in  print,  that  it  may 
conie  befoi-p  the  Chy  Cornell  in  proper  form  for 
action.  It  is  true  taat  this  matter  was  before  the 
City  Council  list  year,  and  that  they  as  Bed  the 
advance  of  a  certaiii  amouut  of  mouev,  which  the 
City  Council  wisely  ur  unwisely  retuse  I.  The 
company  has  since  goue  on  as  far  as  it  can  go. 
They  owe  the  city  $100,000  in  taxes,  on  which  they 
are  p?.ying  twelve  per  cent.,  and  we  are  keeping 
back  $287,000  of  then  money.  We  are  treating  them 
in  a  most  cruel  manner  for  a  rich  city  to  treat  a  poor 
corporation  like  this,  that  needs  the  money..  They 
nave  paid  a  larger  percentage  than  geutleui-jo  of 
this  Boaid  are  required  to  pay,  but  tney  have  ful- 
filled the  contract  as  far  as  they  have  been  able. 
In  cases  where  the  streets  are  not  up  to  grade 
they  sav,  ''Take  as  xucb  as  you  will  to  make  the 
city  secure;  but  we  need  tint  money,  for  we  are 
now  paving  jou  twelve  percent-  interest.  This 
money  is  due  us;  v-e  need  it  anil  we  ought  to  have 
it."  Now  is  it  lustforusto  stand  here  and  say, 
"  Bscaj.se  you  have  not  come  up  to  the  stiict  letter 
of  the  co  i  ract,  you  shall  cot  have  one  cent," — 
because  of  certain  things  that  thev  could  not  do; 
becau-etha  city  has  not  done  certain  things  it 
agreed  to  do.  Ihe  city  has  been  backward  in 
certain  things;  we  have  not  bti.lt  tin-  bridges, 
We  have  put  our  City  Engineer  upon  the  ground, 
and  he  says  that  so  much  a  square  will  grade  that, 
and  the  midges  will  cost  so  much;  ann  the  Water 
Power  Company     ay,  "Tak  >  it ;  take  oil  what  you 


will,  but  help  U£  out  of  this  trouble  and 
distress."  Is  it  fair  for  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  stand  here  and  say,  "We  kno^ 
you  are  poor  and  that  you  owe  us  near- 
ly $100,000  for  taxes  and  are  paying  cs  12  per 
cent,  interest  on  ii ;  we  have  our  money  io  the 
treasiuv;.  we  know  we  have  you  and  we  will  bold, 
you  to  .he  strict  letter  of  the  contract"?  Is  that 
the  way  for  tbe  city  ol  Boston  to  deal  ?  It  is  true 
taat  some  of  tbe  wo'-k  has  not  beeu  completed; 
but  this  order  requirss  that  the  written  guaran- 
tees shs  II  be  made  satisfactory  -o  the  City  Solic- 
itor. John  P.  H  s.Iy  has  protected  the  city  for 
t  ventv  vear-.,  and  aro  we  going  to  stop  now  ant 
not  trust  any  lmger  to  his  legal  decision?  Has- 
n't he  a'ways  piotected  the  city?  He  can- 
not be  started  one  hair's  breadth  from 
«hat  he  knee  tc  be  right.  This  order  ones 
not  contemplate  having  anything  done  un- 
til he  knows  it  is  right.  The  "',Vater  Po  »sr  Com- 
pany say,  "Take  more  t  .an  is  right:  but  do  give 
us  some  money."  All  vce  ask  row  is  that  this 
may  be  rsfeired  to  the  Finance  Committee  and 
that  they  rt  po  t  in  punt.  The  ci  mpa  oy  ask  to  be 
ielievti'i  fri.m  naying  twelve  per  ce.nt.  iuterect  on 
the  taxes  thev  owe  the  city,  and  we  ought  to  re- 
lieve them,  wi.en  we  have  $287,000  of  then-  n  ouev 
in  ou,  hands.  Tbey  have  spent  i  early  §700,000  to 
complete  this  coutract;  they  have  carried  it  out. 
in  gooo  taith  just  as  far  as  they  can  go  at  this 
time,  and  they  cannot  go  any  farther.  It  bas  be=n 
a  most  unfortunate  bargai..  for  the  Water  Power 
Company.  Gene  -al  Whitney  say:,  it  has  cost 
them  over  a  million  dollars.  Thev  have 
given  thi  city  twenty-three  acres  of  land  on 
the  Back  Bay  for  stieets,  and  if  we  had 
gone  anvwhete  else  we  should  have  had  to  pay 
from  fifty  cents  to  $1  a  foot  for  it.  Nay,  more,  for 
William  Gray  owned  a  piece  of  flats  under  water, 
and  when  they  came  to  cross  it  they  aske  i  if  he 
would  give  his  land,  because  it  would  bring  him 
on  a  wide  avenue;  and  he  said,  "No,  sirs, 
I  want  to  leave  that  to  my  grano children." 
The  Water  Power  Compauy  say  thy  have  bor- 
rowed money  a-  long  as  they  can,  and  "they  cannot 
go  any  further  until  ibey  obtain  this  m-ney.  I 
think  they  have  a  fair  case. 

Alderman  Power— One  would  infer  from  tbe 
remarks  of  the  g-ntleman  that  the  Boston  Water 
P  >wer  Company  was  composed  of  the  .nost  inno- 
cent, un>ophtsticated  lot  of  genrlemeo  that  ever 
attempted  to  do  business  in  the  city  <>f  Boston, 
ard  thai  tb-  city  was  inflicting  a  great  wrong 
upou  that  corporation  by  taking  "undue  advan- 
tage ot  their  inooeence.  This  ques.io'i  was  all 
gone  over  last  year  when  thsy  s,sked  foi  $200,000. 
The  city  has  never  violated  that  contract,  and 
never  refused  to  stand  by  what  it  agreed  to  do; 
while  tue  company  have  i  ot  rone  what  thev 
bound  themselves  to  pet  for  m.  Talk  aboutgiviug 
land  foi  streets — unat  would  theii  lard  be  with 
unless  the  streets  were  laid  out?  Land 
speculators  are  doing  the  same  thing  e\- 
ery  day,  and  this  com-.ay  could  have 
had  their  money  from  the  city  if  they  had: 
lulfilled  the  contract.  The  evidence  of  the  gen- 
tleman, that  this  company  is  io  straitened cii- 
cumstances  and  unable  to  fulfil;  the.a-~ieenient,  is 
the  best  ieason  in  the  woild  whv  thi  Board  should 
a  iheie  all  the  more  strenuously  io  the  contract, 
ana  not  open  a  sii  gje  door  lor  tlism  to  get  any 
advantage  of  the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  what  we 
are  here  for.  It  a  poor  woman  falls  upon  the 
sidcvalk  and  breaks  her  leg  von  don't  give  her  a 
cent  for  sympathy;  Mr.  He.ly  says  she  has  no 
legal  claim,  and  jou  give  her  leave  to  withdraw, 
without  regard  to  her  conditiojo.  This  is  no 
case  for  sympathy,  and  you  should  boll 
th  m  to  the  fulfilment  of  th.-  contract. 
Tb  t  is  oir  duty  here.  We  cau  give  away 
our  ovvn  money  "for  sympathy;  but  we  have 
no  right  to  give  away  the  taxpayes'  money 
for  synip  thy.  It  this  matter  is  specially  assigned 
tor  next  Monday,  ami  it  is  shown  thattlieV.se 
a  suines  an  asp  ct  different  from  that  in  which  it 
came  here  before,  I  will  be  read,  to  vote  for  the 
order;  but  as  it  has  been  stated  by  the  Alderman, 
it  does  ot  se>-iu  to  be  diffeient  from  the  proposi- 
tion ihey  marie  last  year  when  thev  "anted 
$200,000.  We  have  tb*t  coutract.  and  they  should 
stand  by  it.  We  are  site  as  we  are  now, 
and  we  should  not  vary  from  the  agree, 
ment.  1  don't  unde  stand  that  this  ease 
is  much  different  from  wnat  it  was  last 
vear.  I  unde. stand  that  these  -eleasrs  have  not 
been  obtain-  d  f  roai  the  abutti  g  landholders  ;  mrl 
we  know  tbe  company  can  onve  bettei  bargains 
with  the  abutters  than  the  city  cau.    Of  course, 
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when  the  company  ilo  what  they  contracted  for 
they  can  get  their  money  ;  and  the  fact  that  they 
nave  no  money  is  no  reason  why  we  should  jeop- 
ardize the  interest  of  the  city  by  advancing  tlit-m 
money  befoie  t'ie  work  is  douc. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  seems  to  me  that  the  Al- 
dermen who  did  not  belong  to  the  government 
last  vear  have  the  right  to  risk  that  this  may 
he  postponed  tor  one  week,  that  we  may  obtain 
information.  I  see  that  the  order  is  in  the  form 
of  an  alternative  proposition,  and  1  confess  I 
win  t  inor-  time  to  understand  it. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Al  era)  an  Buirage — I  hope  the  order  will  be 
printed  and  assigned,  that  members  r>jay  have 
lime  to  see  it. 

AldennaD  Clark— As  I  have  tin  honor  to  he 
chaliman  of  tne  Committee  on  Streets,  perhaps  a 
word  of  explanation  is  due  from  me.  I  am  glad 
the  subject  has  been  laid  over,  for  the  membeis 
of  the  Board  should  look  into  it  thoroughly;  be- 
cause if  the  older  is  passed  it  puts  great  pow- 
t>r  and  responsibility  inro  the  h  nds  of  the 
committee.  The  reason  it  is  asked  tor  is 
that  this  power  must  h"  put  Into  the  hands  of 
semebody.  Th»re  aie  minor  details  n  the  settle- 
me.  t  of  chis  case  which  it  will  be  impossible  to 
carry  out  according  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  con- 
tract. There  mas  be  r.a  intere°t  in  a  few  feet  of 
land  owned  by  a  minor  Child  whose  signature  it 
will  be  impossible  to  erst;  there  may  be 
a  lady  travelling  in  Europe  today,  who 
owns  an  inteiest  in  a  sm •  11  piece  of  land  un- 
derlying Commonwealth  avenue,  a  release  for 
which  cannot  be  obtained.  The  land  is  of  no 
earthly  use  to  the  party.  ao  d  has  only  a  rever- 
sionary value  in  case  the  avenue  should  be  dis- 
ooutiuued.  Many  of  tne°c  minor  details  must 
necessanlv  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  some  com- 
mittee and  the  City  Solicitor.  In  regard  to  the 
rights  of  abutters,  many  ideases  have  been 
signed,  and  they  are  retained  by  the  City  Solicitor 
or  Mi.  Biigh^e,  the  Cle'k  ol  Committees;  and  it  is 
intended  that  every  release  "f  every  name  and  na- 
ture shall  be  obtained  *  here  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 
Tiiers  is  one  piece  of  territory  underlying  Common- 
wealth avenue,  the  fee  of  'which  Bearce  &  Drew 
claim  to  own.  Up  to  ihe  present  time  the  com- 
pany have  not  been  able  to  arrange  for  the  abso- 
lute conveyance  of  that  fee  to  the  city.  The  com- 
pany clalni,  however,  that  the  rights  of  Bearce  & 
Drew  are  only  reverfiooaiy,  and  that  in  case  the 
street  is  ever  discontinued  the  land  woulo  revert 
to  ''hem.  Negotiations  are  pending  which  possi- 
blj  will  result  in  the  absolute  cony eyance  by  the 
company  of  this  fee  to  the  city  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  rontract.  It  is  tiue, 
Mr.  Cbaiiman,  that  the  coinpa  y  did  come 
here  last  year  and  ask  the  city  to  make 
them  an  advance  on  account  of  filling  that  terri- 
toiy,  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  refused  it,  al- 
though it  would  have  been  a  peit'ectly  sate  opera- 
tion for  the  city.  The  comnaiiv  have  not  com- 
pleted the  filliog  of  there  street*  within  the  time 
specified  in  the  contract;  but  the  city  is  all  the 
richer  for  tne  delay.  The  benefits  derived  from 
the  delay  will  amou'  t  to  more  than  $150,000,  be- 
cause the  contract  compels  the  city  to  put  the 
streets  in  order  and  build  '  the  bridges  im- 
mediately after*  the  streets,  are  completed. 
Every  member  knpws  that  those  bridges 
can  be  built  thirty  pe\  cect.  cheap rr  than  they 
could  two  yeais  ago,  and  certainly  twenty-five  per 
cent,  less  than  they  could  a  year  ago.  The  propo- 
sition now  is  to  pay  for  work  that  has  been  doue, 
and  the  only  desire  of  the  committee  is  to  make 
it  perfectly  sate  for  the  city.  The  contract  pro- 
vider that  the  streeis  shall  be  built  up  to  grade 
18,  which  means,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  that  that  shall  be  the  grade  of  the 
street  when  delivered  to  th«  city.  If  those 
streets  are  not  up  to  grade  18,  as  called  for  by 
the  contract,  they  propose  to  make  a  reduction, 


and  have  the  cost  of  raising  the  land  to  grade  18 
deducted  from  the  amount  due  them  rather  than 
go  on  anrt  fill  it  thems  Ives.  Averycaieful  sur- 
vey of  the  territory  has  been  mude  by  the  Citv 
Surveyor,  Mr.  Davis,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, the  engineer  of  the  company-  The  estimates 
are  that  there  are  about  3000  squates  to  be  filled ; 
estimating  the  cost  of  which  at  $7.50  a  square,  the 
amount  will  be  about  $22,000,  or  less  that  $25,000. 
This  mattei  must  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  some 
committee,  and  it  is  perfectly  right  that  it 
should  be  put  in  the  proce-s  of  settlement. 
The  Committee  en  Streets  do  not  propose 
to  make  any  settlement  u  3  less  they  can 
neve  thb  indorse  aient  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
and  unless  every  reduction  of  every  name 
and  nature  is  made  which  shall  be  equivalent  to 
the  fulfilment  of  the  letter  of  that  contract.  The 
only  obje-jt  of  nurryin-r  the  matter  now  is,  that  it 
requires  concurrent  action,  and  the  City  Govern- 
ment will  adjourn  tor  the  s  miner  m  a 
snort  nine.  It  is  of  much  importance  to 
the  city  that  these  budges  should  oe  built  at 
the  present  time,  when  laboi  and  mateiials  are 
lo*,  and  when  a  great  saving  can  be  ma:le  in  the 
cost.'I  make  this  explanation  because  I  had  some- 
thing t>  do  wiih  an  attempt,  made  last 
f  II,  to  get  a  small  advance  to  the  com- 
pany on  account.  I  hope  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Bo;.rd  will  investigate  it  thor- 
oughly during  the  coming  week,  and  that 
they  will  be  prepared  to  act.  Mr.  Davis,  the  City 
Surveyor,  can  si»te  exac'y  low  much  filling  it 
Tcill  take  to  raise  this  territory  up  to  grade  18.  Ir 
is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  original  agreement 
has  bee '>  of  benefit  to  th«  Water  Bower  Company. 
It  was  a  mutual  agreement  eotered  into  between 
the  cty  and  the  company,  and  I  have  been 
inctjr  ed  to  ihink  th  t  the  city  has  hao  the  besr, 
end  of  the  bargain.  The  company  have  filled  a 
lirgeaieaof  land,  which  *as  nuisance,  and  the 
territory  has  bei  n  rai-ed  from  six  cents  to  $1.25 
aid  $2.50  a  foot  for  c.irposes  of  t«zation — a  largo 
amount  of  which  has  been  realized  since  this  con- 
tract was  made,  and  up  to  the  present  time 
it  has  n't  cost  the  city  a  peney.  I  do  tot 
look  upon  the  company  as  coming  here  and  beg- 
ging for  money;  they  are  willing  that  teasonable 
reductions  should  be  made,  and  will  give  legil 
guarantees  to  the  city.  This  matter  must  be  Tjut 
into  the  bands  of  someb<ov  in  order  to  effect  a 
settlement;  and  I  hope  that  m-mbers  will  be  pre- 
pared to  act  upon  ir  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  spe- 
cially assigned  for  next  Monday  at  5%  o'clock 
P.  M. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

SUFFOLK-STREET  DISTRICT  CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Stebbius  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Norrhaoipton-street 
District,  to  whom  were  recommitted, with  instruc- 
tions, the  reports  and  order  lelative  to  Phineas  E. 
Gay's  claims  rorseivice.'  in  raising  the  giaue  of 
Suffolk-street  Distiict,  with  the  followiog: 

Ordered,  That  tu°  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  totiaasfer  from  the  re- 
served fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk- 
street  District  the  cum  of  $28,500. 

Read  twice  and  passed — >  eas  12,  nays  0. 

Order-d,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Northamp- 
ton-street District  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  allow  and  pay  to  Phineas  E.  Gay  the  sum 
of  $18,050.46  in  full  settlement  of  his  claims 
against  the  city  of  Boston  on  account  of  work 
performed  under  a  contract  between  the  said  city 
of  Boston  aDd  Willard  Manuel  and  Edwatd 
Haynes,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Suffolk-street  District. 

R°ad  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Aldermin  Quincy  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


399 


COMMON       OOUNC1-L, 


GSTY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY   8,    1875. 

Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  P.M.,  Ha'sey  J. 
Boat  dman  in  the  chair.  • 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Quarterly  reports  of  Paymaster  of  State  Aid 
and  Inspector  of  Lighters,  pliced  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Boston  Daily  News,  Boston  Post 
and  Compaay  D,  Ninth  Raiment,  severally  re- 
feriedo 

Order  of  thanks  to  Rev.  James  F.  Clarke,  for 
oration  o n  July  5,  and  requesting;  a  copy  fix  publi- 
cation.   Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  suitable  accommodations 
to  be  provided  in  Mieoc  Schoof  Dis'riet,  for  pupils? 
now  occupying  the  vestry  of  the  Church  of  the 
Unity.    Oidered  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  for  additio.  al  accommoda- 
tions to  be  provided  for  tb^  Harva>6  Grammar 
School.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  hire  for  three  years,  for  armory  pur- 
poses, au  additional  iool  in  building  coiner  of 
Harvard  and  "Washington  streets.  Oidered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Repeat  aod  outers  for  a  transf e *  frorc  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Suffolk- 
street,  District  of  $28,500;  and  to  allow  and  pay  :o> 
Phmeas  E.  Gay  $18,050.40  m  fall  settlement  for 
work  under  a  contract  between  toe  city  and  WiU 
lard  Manuel  and  Edward  Hayues. 

Mr.  Train  of  "Ward  13—1  move  that  the  order  be 
indefinitely  postoonerl.  The  Committee  on  North- 
ampton-street District,  to  whom  was  referred  this 
matte'  ot  the  Suffolk-stiset  District,  voted  to  pay 
Mr.  Gay  $234)00,,  as  acorap  omise.  This  tbe  Board 
of  Alnennen  declined  to  agree  to,  and  Mr.  Gay 
declines  to  accept  acyhmg  less  than  the  amouut 
voter)  by  tue  com  trittee,  and  proposes  to  test  ths 
matter  in  the  courts;  so  it  mates  no  difference 
whether  iv:  concur  or  iadefioitaty  postpone.  By 
indefinite  postponement;  of  the  order,  the  mitter 
will  be  in  shape  tot  Mr.  Gay  to  go  ahead  in  the 
courts.  Tins  is  done  by  consent  of  the  committee 
at  :i  meeting  this  afternoon. 

The  orders  wera  l .  definitely  postponed. 

Mayor's  message  rotnvoatingPark  Commission- 
ers, viz.,  T.  Jeffersoa  Coolidge,  for  four  year-; 
William  Gray.  Jr.,  for  tbies  jears;  Charles  H. 
Dalton,  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Flynu  of  W;  id  1— Those  tames  are  no',  veiy 
familiar  to  most  of  the  members  present,  aod  I 
move  that  the  subject  lie  upon  the  table  for  019 
week. 

Mr.  Pea'corly  of  Wa  d  9 — I  see  no  oceisionf  foe 
laying;  it  upon  the  tattle.  When  we  have  business 
laid  out  before  us  in  such  a  form  that  it  is  Dlain 
to  all  of  us  whether  we  should  act  for  or  against 
a  measure,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  finish  it  up  »nd  get 
lid  of  it.  We  have  m-ch  business  piling,  io  npo J 
us  because  or  unnecessary  postponements.  These 
commisiiocers  have  agreed  to  serve  without  any 
compensation,  which  is  a  very  important  point  in 
itself.  I  am  ready  to  vote,  an  I  I  anpe  tbe  sense  of 
the  Cornell  will  be  taken  tonight. 

Mi.  Perkins  ot  Ward  16  called  for  the  yeas  a.icl 
nays  on  the  question  of  laying  on  the  table.     f.nst. 

The  communication  was  laio/on  the  table— 32  tor, 
17  against. 

Certificate  of  the  elsctior.  of  Thomas  Sherwin 
as  City  Collector,  in  place  of  James  "W.  Kicker. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  ballot.  Messrs.  P^ge 
of  Ward  9.  Goldthwa.it  of  Ward  11  and  Lormg  of 
WardlGweie  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
and  count  votes.    They  repoiteC. — 

Whole  number  of  votes 58 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

Thomas  Sherwin 32 

James  W.  Kicker _'(i 

and  Mt.  Sherwin  was  declaied  elect,  d  in  concur- 
rence. 

A  leport  and  older  authorizing  a  contract  for 
dredgii  g  Roxburv  Canal  a  portion  of  Charesl 
River,  at  t  ot  exceeding  $10,000,  came  down  to  b* 
jeferred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Fnanee.  Con- 
curred. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordinance  in  addition  do  an  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  streets,  providing  for  the  care  of  sioe walks 
in  front  of  tenement  bouses.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  procure  proposals  tor  the  creation  of  a 
curb  and  iron  fence  on  the  westerly  line  of  Tre- 
mont  streat,  between  Park  ana  Boyistou  streets, 


substantially  in    accordance   with    the    plan  of 
George  R.  Meacham.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  following  was  received  : 

To  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen — In  compli- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  relating 
to  the  record  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths, 
passed  July  6, 1875, 1  hereby  appoint,  subject  to 
your  appioval  and  confirmation,  William  H.  Whit- 
more  and  "William  S.  Appleton  to  be  Reco'd  Com- 
missioner;; for  five  years  from  the  first  Monday  in. 
May  of  the  prsseat  year. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed.    Sent  up. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20—  Petition  of  J.  W. 
Kimball,  for  leave  to  3' ect  a  wooden  builoing  at 
at  Paris  street,  East  Boston.  .Reteired  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
Sent  up. 

PURIFICATION  OF  MYSTIC  BASTN. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  tio :u  the  Committee 
onW9ter,to  uhotn  was  refetred  the  lecoit  of 
Mystic  Water  Board  on  storage  basins  and  sewer 
in  Mystic  Valley,  submitted  a  teport  recommend- 
ing th  s  passage  of  the  following : 

The  Joitt  Stanoing  Committee  on  Water,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  m  favor  of  constructing  a  stoiage 
reservoir  in  Mystic  Valley,  and  also  of  construct- 
ing a  sewer  of  sufficient  size  to  divert  ths  impari- 
ties which  cow  discharge  into  Mystic  Pont,  Hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  would  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanyii  g; 
o  ders: 

Ordeied.  That  chapter  202  of  the  acts  of  the  Gen- 
eral Co"rt  of  Massachusetts  for  ths  year  1875,  en- 
titled "An  act  t3  authorize  tbe  city  of  Boston  to> 
construct  a  sewer  lu  the  Mystic  Valley,"  beard 
the  sains  is  hereb)  accepted. 

R^ad  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  400  of  the  acts  of  the 
Geunal  Cunt  of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1874. 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  city  of  Boston  to 
obtain  a  further  supply  of  pme  water,  at. o  estab- 
lish and  maintain  storage  reset  voirs  for  the  stor- 
age of  watei  in  the  Mystic  Valley,"  be  ano  the- 
se me  is  hereby  accepted. 

Read  twice  aed  passed.    Sent  rip. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mystic  Water  Boai d  be  and 
it  is  hereby  authorized'  to  construct  at  an  esti- 
mate •  expense  of  $205,000,and  in  accordance  with 
plans  ana  specifications  preparsd  by  tbe  City  En- 
gineer, a  mam  sewer,  with  as  many  branches  as 
maybe  deemed  neces-ary,  in  the  Mystic  Vail  =  v, 
hud  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  norms  a^id  streams 
which  discharge  into  Mystic  Pond,  commeuc tug 
in  the  town  of  WoDUin,  running  in  a  southeast- 
erly direction  through  the  town  of  Winchester 
into  the  towo  of  Medlord,  and  emptying  rtto 
the  lower  Mystic  Pond  at  som  •  convenient  point 
near  the  upper  end  thereof,  and  to  purchase  any 
lands,  real  estate  or  water  rigbtsnectssuy  for  the 
proper  performance  of  the  woik  herein  author- 
ized ;  a  'id  in  case  it  s  nail  be  fouud  necessary  to 
take  otherwise  tl.an  by  purcaases  v.iv  lauds,  real 
estate  or  water  rights  tor  ay  of  the  puiposes 
named  m  section  2,  chs  pter  202,  of  the  acts  of  tne 
year  1875,  sai  •  hoard  is  instructed  to  prepare  the 
necessary  desciiptions  and  order?  for  said  taking 
and  subn  it  the  same  to  the  City  Council. 

Ordered  to  a  second  readi>  g. 

Mr.  Devereuv  ot  Ward  22  moved  a  suspecsion  of 
the  rule  that  the  last  ordei  might  pass. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  objected,  as  a  large 
amount  of  money  was  involved,  and  hoped  mem- 
bers would  have  time  to  look  into  it. 

Mr.  De  vereux  said  the  Mystic  Watei  Boaid  have 
gone  icto  tbe  matter  thoroughly,  and  he  was 
satisfied  to  take  their  opinion,  as  they  understand] 
the  subject. 

Mr.  S»eet  er  of  Ward  10  said  the  Water  Com- 
mittee intenoed  to  go  over  the  locality  next  week 
in  order  to  be  better  acquainted  wiih  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  case.  He  hoped  the  ruie  would  he  ad- 
hered to. 

Mr.  Deve  eux  withdrew  the  motion  and  the  or- 
dr  is  went  ovei. 

WIDENING  OF  TEARL  STREET. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  :  ub  mtted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  reconi mending: 
that  the  resolve  and  ord°r  from  the  Street  Com- 
missioners to  widen  Pearl  stieet,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $31,013,  ougnt  to  be  passed,  tbe  expense  ie» 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Living  Cut 
and  WideniQg  Streets. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  ths  resolve  and 
oid-ir  weie  ordered  t o  ..  second  reading. 
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QUINCY  SCHOOLHOUSE  YARD. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  Ihe  Mayor  be  authorized  to  con- 
vey by  dted  to  Samuel  Marshall,  seveDty  feet  of 
land,  more  or  less,  adjoining  tne  Quincy  School- 
house,  together  with  the  fence  thereon,  upon  pay- 
ment for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  $5  per  square 
fool. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  CONFERENCE  ON  IHE  WATKR  BOARD  QUESTION. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  from  the  Committee  ot 
Conference  of  the  Couacil  on  the  matter  of  disa- 
greement between  the  two  branches  oit  the  Water 
Board  question,  submitted  a  report  that  the-  com- 
mittee had  met  a  like  committee  from  the  Board 
of  Aldeimen,  and  that  the  two  committees  had 
been  unable  to  agree.  The  committee  requested 
to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the 
matter.    The  report  was  accepted. 

THE  SUMMER  VACATION. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  off  Hied  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  when  this    Council    adjourns  on 
Thursday  evening  next  it  be  to   meet  on  the  first 
Thuisday  of  September  next  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M. 

Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of 
Ward  16. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  o  i  Common  and  Pub- 
lic Grounds: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceediug  $650  for  constructing  and  lepairing 
the  concrr te  walks  on  the  Common  and  public 
grouut's,  said  sum  to  be  transferred  for  that  pur- 
pose fro  xi  the  appropriation  for  Labor  on  the  Com- 
mon and  Put'lic  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  oo  Common  and 
Public  Grounos  be  authorized  to  expend,  in  audi 
tion  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made,  a  sum 
not  exceeaing  $400  for  sods  on  the  Coinmo  >  and 
public  giounds,  said  sum  to  be  transferred  for 
mat  pur,  ose  fiom  th°  appropriation  for  labor  on 
the  Common  and  Puolic  Giounds. 

Ordtred,  That  the  Committ  e  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  purchase  rustic 
flower  >taads  for  the  Common  and  public  grounds 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $228;  said  sum  to  be 
transferreo  for  that  purpose  fiom  tte  appiopria- 
tion  for  Labor  on  the  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  tl-o  sum  ot  $196.56  be  tiansf erred 
from  the  appropriation  for  Labor  on  the  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  to  the  appropriation  for 
Erecting  a  Fountain  in  Independence  squaie, 
South  Boston,  and  making  the  necessary  counec- 
tions  5vith  the  water  works. 

Referred  to  the  Commirte"  on  Finance  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Shaw,  who  said  these  were  no  new  ap- 
propiiatious,  the  money  having  already  been  ap- 
propriated. 

Sent  up. 

CITY   REGISTRAR'S    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  offered  the  f  jilowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  rules  and  orders  ot  the. 
City  Council  be  a  tended  by  adding  to  the  first 
section  thereof  the  words,  "4.  committee  on  the 
C'tv  Regitrai's  department,  consisting  of  two 
Al'Jeimen  and  thiee  memners  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  explained  that  the  appointment 
of  the  committee  was  delayed  by  t'.e  action  of  the 
other  branch  in  substitution  the  majority  for  the 
minority  report  on  the  subject,  and  as  it  was  de- 
siiaole  to  have  the  committee  appointed  befoie 
the  vacation  he  had  offered  this  ordet,  without 
waiting  lor  the  settlement  of  the  question  of 
changing  the  City  Registrar's  department. 

Mi.  Whitmore  ot  Ward  4  seconded  the  order, 
and  thought  such  a  committee  would  pievent  any 
further  clashing  between  th^  two  :lepartnitsuts. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up 

THE   ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE   LICENSE  LAW. 

Mr.Page  of  Ward  9submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  License  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  City  Council  a  statement 
of  the  names  and  places  of  business  of  all  pei^ons 
w'jo  have  applied  io  them  for  licenses,  and  a 
statement  ot  the  names  and  olaces  of  business  of 
all  persons  to  whom  licenses  have  teen  granted, 
and  the  classes  to  which  the  license?  belong;  and 
hereafter  to  make  a  similar  repoit  to  the  City 
Council  monthly. 
Mr.  Page— I  introduce  that  order  in  consequence 


of  complaints  being  made  to  me  that  different 
places  doing  exactly  tbe  same  business  are  not 
treated  in  ths  same  manner  by  the  License  Com- 
missioners. The  complaint  is  that  certain  parties 
are  granted  a  license  to  conduct  a  victualliog 
business,  aud  that  certain  other  parties  are  re- 
fused a  license,  wtile  the  business  carried  on  by 
the  two  parties  v.  exactly  alike.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  perfectly  proper  that  the  City  Council  aud 
the  citizens  of  Boston  should  know  just  exactly 
v/oich  places  are  licenseo  and  which  are  refused  a 
license.  If  there  are  any  such  cases  as  I  have 
mentioned  it  is  very  proper  that  we  should  all 
know  it. 

The  ordei  was  read  twice,  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  Devereuz  of  Ward  22 — I  would  like  to  make 
an  amendment  to  the  order  if  the  gentleman  will 
accept  it,  and  that  is  to  require  of  that  board  tbe 
name?  of  all  people  who  have  been  refused  a 
liceuse,  and  the  cause  of  the  refusal  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Page- Ths  order  covers  that  ground  al- 
ready, by  requesting  tbe  commissioners  to  report 
how  uiauy  applicants  for  licenses  there  are,  and 
tbe  names  of  thoss  gianted.  Of  course  those  not 
granted  will  have  been  refused. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  is  with  some  difficulty 
that  I  heard  the  gentleman's  reasons  for  istro- 
duringthe  order;  out  I  think  1  understand  the 
gist  of  them,  and  I  believe  the  order  is  in  tbe 
right  direction.  I  have  baa  some  experience  in 
ihis  matter  within  the  pa-t  week,  but  I  had  no 
idea  the  order  was  coming  up  this  evening.  Ttie 
City  Council,  through  its  executive,  is  responsi- 
ble for  'he  action  u,>  iu  this  matter,  and  the  peo- 
ple should  know  upon  what  then  action  is  baser! . 
I  have  had  occasion,  in  behalf  of  some  of  my  con- 
stituents who  called  up 'a  me,  to  ascertain  upon 
what  basis  tlisy  were  refused  licens.-s.  I  have  had 
the  honor,  in  my  fe&ble  way,  to  wute  a  feeble 
protest  and  hand  it  to  the  Citv  Cle'k,  and  state 
the  reasoos  why  T  gave  that  protest;  and  those 
were  in  substance  that  the  applicant  for  a  license 
under  the  law  had  done  all  the  law  required  him 
to  do  when  he  made  the  application,  and  that  if 
the  city  of  Boston  refuses  that  applica- 
tion, the  city  of  Bosion  is  liable  to  htm— I 
had  almost  said— for  datages,  and  I  may  say 
damages.  A  respectable  citizen  came  to 
me  this  afternoon  and  stated  that  the  com- 
missioners had  refused  him  a  license  because 
a  po  ice  officer  of  the  city  of  Boston  wrote  to  them 
a  statement  that  the  applicant's  house  was  the  re- 
sort of  thieves  and  blacklegs.  I  told  him  in  plain 
Aoglo  Saxon  tnat  the  city  of  Boston  was  respon- 
sible to  him  for  damages,  because  an  officer  of  the 
city  of  Boston  had  Hbellea  hiro.  his  *ife,  his 
fimilv  did  his  cbildrec  I  am  very  glad  some 
gentleman  has  been  bold  enough  t  >  introduce  this 
proportion.  Let  u?  consider  where  we  stmdto- 
aay.  The  Legislature  of  Massachn  etu  (you  will 
excuse  me  for  an  r.ff-hand  speech  upon  this  mat- 
ter) has  Dassed  a  law  providing  a  manner  in  which 
the  people  shall  ask  for  licenses  to  sell  liquor. 
Aa  agent  of  the  Police  Department  is  deputized 
—  deputized  by  whom?  by  the  Miyor  of 
Boston — to  examine  those  places,  and  he 
examines  the  places  wtteie  applicants  desire 
to  sell  ardent  spirits,  intoxicating  liquors, 
or  whatever  they  mav  be;  ?.nrt  that  agent  of 
the  city  of  Boston  reports  to  the  commis- 
sioners and  savs  this  man  is  not  emitted  to  a 
liceu.-e.  because  he  keeps  a  house  of  bad  repute. 
The  applicant  goes  back  to  the  commissioners — 
pet  haps  this  may  not  be  the  case  to  which  I  refer, 
bu' there  are  such  cases — a-]d  he  finds  that  te  is 
refused  a  license;  and  upon  what  grounos?  Up- 
on ibe  grouods  reported  bv  the  authorized  age  ot 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  that  he  keeps  a  houss  of 
bad  tepute,  the  resort  of  thieves  and  robbers;  but 
subsequent  examination  proves  that  there  is 
not  a  word  of  truth  in  it,  and  that  an  author- 
ized agent  ot  the  city  of  Boston  having  had  a 
prejudice  against  a  certain  individual,  he  is 
bound  to  report  against  him.  Aod  that  very  gen- 
tleman was  cilled  into  court  today,  after  having 
done  all  be  can  do  and  having  gone  to  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  to  apply  for  a  license,  having 
tendered  his  money  to  the  City  Trea^uier  and 
having  obeyed  the  law  all  he  could,  and  yet  was 
refused  a  licence.  Now,  sir,  this  statement  coming 
from  me,  not  a  la  «vyer  and  not  supposed  to  be  famil- 
iar with  the  law,  I  may  be  laughed  at;  but  I  cut  it 
to  you,  whether  he  has  n't  a  good  case  for  damages 
against  the  citv  of  Boston,  as  a  citizen  of  the 
Commonwealth.  I  am  glad  to  see  this  prop  jsition 
made  here.  Our  Municipal  Court  is  crowded 
with  huodredsorl  might  say  thousands  of  men 
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asking-  for  their  rights,  and  they  bave  beea 
fined  $100  each  io  many  cases,  after  having  done 
that  which  the  law  authorized  them  to  do.  It  is  a 
matter  of  some  importance  to  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth  if  they  are  to  be  inflicted  m  this 
way.  An  order  comes  f  iom  the  head  of  thus  great 
ciiy  of  Boston  that  these  men  aro  comtelled 
to'  shut  up  their  places  of  business- 
shut  up  their  Dlaces  of  business,  Mi.  Presi- 
dent. Is  there  a  man  withiD  the  sound 
of  my  voice,  today,  who  will  sav  that  even  ihe 
Mayor  of  Boston  has  the  rigot  to  shut  up  places  of 
Vusiness  todav?  Icare  notfor  the action  of  tbepo 
lice ;  show  one  a  piece  of  law  upo  ths  statute  book 
that  a  niin's  place  ot  business  can  be  shut  up  ex- 
cept where  anui  ance  is  charged  and  proven, which 
is  r.ot  oone  in  this  Ccse.  Tbisis  a  matter  of  mipoit- 
ance.  It  is  inherent  to  thepeoDle's  rights.  Ir  Ibad 
known  this  matter  was  to  be  introduced  I  would 
have  looked  at  the  law  and  seen  where  .we  stand. 
I  only  call  attention  to  the  matter  in  this 
way  to  show  that  the  people  are  crowned.  A  lit- 
tle German  is  taken  into  court  for  selling  lagsr  to 
mete  out  a  beggarly  pittance.  He  appli-s  for  a 
license,  a.d  after  some  delay,  by  reason  of  the 
lage  amounc  of  business,  he  leams  that  he  is  ie- 
f  used  a  license,  and  he  appears  before  the  commis- 
sioners and  asks  for  a  hearing.  W  ly,  there  is  n't 
a  lawyer  at  this  board  but  will  say  he  has  a  r'ghr, 
to  a  hearing,  after  he  is  refused  a  license  before 
those  honorable  men — forthey  are  all  high  minded 
and  honorable  gentlemen,  every  one  of  to  em. 
Hasn't  he  the  right  to  appear  before  them  m  per 
son  or  by  coucsel,  in'  defem  e  of  his  private 
rights?  I  don't  say  he  was  refused  a  hearing; 
but  I  do  say  ths  delay  has  cost  him  a  great  deal 
of  expense.  And  there  are  several  Germans  m 
my  district  who  do  mt  dare  to  unlock  their  doors 
for  tear  of  being- fined .  Is  that  the  even-ha«ded 
justice  which  th«  Government  of  Massachusetts 
requires?  I  am  glad  the  order  was  iniroduced.and 
I  hope  it  will  pass.  I  hope  the  matter 
■will  be  subject  ;o  a  severe  investigation— no;  teat 
I  have  a  word  to  say  against  the  bouo  able  cooi- 
missioaers,  but  there  is  a  mistake  somewhere. 
Men  are  told  that  after  the  first  day  of  July  they 
have  no  right  to  do  business  under  the  laws, 
while  the  laws  require  that  the  comuiissiontrs 
shall  giant  licenses  to  these  people,  ana  that  they 
snail  not  be  restricted  in  their  liberty  to  do  busi- 
ness, except  in  default. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22—1  did  n't  exactly  un- 
derstand the  gentleman's  language  when  he  of- 
sered  the  order;  but  that  this  wnole  thing  is  a 
fraud  is  patent,  to  every  man  here  and  to  every 
intelligent  citizen  of  Bostoa  ;  and  to  say  further, 
that  there  is  great  cause  fox  grievance  is  equally 
true.  To  my  ktowledge  a  ia-eat  many  citizens — I 
hardlv  believe  it  is  f  avonti«m,  for,  as  the  gen- 
tleman said,  the  commissioners  are  r.ll  honosable 
men,  for  I  have  known  them  for  many  years — 
made  complaints,  and  there  is  some  favoritism 
somewhere.  It  is  a  v.rocg  that  ought  to  be 
righted.  I  have  a  ca.s  in  vniiid  in  which  a  gentle- 
man at  the  North  End,  who  has  done  busi- 
ness there  from  my  earliest  boyhood,  was  -e- 
fused  a  license  and  no  reason  assigned.  I  can 
give  his  name;  it  is  Charles  H.  Stearns,  dealer  in 
wholesale  ship  stores  at  the  North  End.  The  case 
came  to  my  knou ledge  vesteiday.  It  is  a  griev- 
ance that  should  be  redressed,  and  the  power  n 
here  toiedtess  it.  I  hope  the  orderwill  be  carried 
thiough,  and  that  a  searching  investigation  will 
be.  made  to  know  why  thesj  tuings  nre. 

Mi.  Clarke  of  Wart!  15 — I  sie  nothing  in  the 
oiler  thit  require  them  to  give  th-  cause  why 
application  s  are  rejected.  Some  gentleman  has 
lemarkeil  that  ihe  order  covered  that  point,  but  I 
see  nothing  la  io  to  that  effect.  I  move  to  amend 
so  that  tbey  shall  give  the  leasons  for  rejecting 
lice  i  ses. 

Mr.  Page  of  "Ward  9 — I  bar  ily  think  that  is  wise ; 
it  i-  going  too  far.  The  Council  can  juoge  for 
themselves  of  the  names  and  places  of  bush  ess  of 
applicants,  and  what  are  the  probable  causes  of 
refusal.  But  there  are  two  other  suggestions 
which  I  think  would  perhaps  be  proper  to  embody 
in  the  order.  Oae  is  that  t'^e  hours  ot  business 
of  these  commissioners  shall  be  specified  by  the 
City  Council ;  and  the  other  is  tlut  attei  a  license 
has  once  been  granted  and  subsequently  cancelled, 
the  cause  ot  the  cancellation  shall  be  reported.  I 
am  intorine.l  by  ppities  »ho  bave  been  in  the 
room  of  the  commissioners,  that  if  is  impossible 
io  see  one  of  ihe  commissiovers  till  alrer  th.ee  or 
fouro'eloek  in  tne  altemoou— there  being  none  of 
the  commissioners  there.  If  that  is  a  fact,  it  cer- 
tainly  is   wnoug;  but   I   cannot   sayot  my  own 


knowledge  waether  it  is  a  fact  or  not;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  w  ell  to  embody  in  tae  order  the  hours 
during  which  these  commissioners  sba'l 
be  in  th^ir  offices,  and  in  order  to  present 
it  to  the  Council  I  move  to  amend  by 
adding  at  the  close  of  the  order  the 
words,  "the  commission ers  shall  give  the  rea- 
son for  the  cancellation  of  any  license  granted, 
and  also  th-.t  the  office  hour?  or  the  commission- 
ers shall  be  fiom  9  A.  M.  to  5  P.  M.,  the  same  as 
in  other  departments  in  the  Citv  Government." 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  seems  to  me  that  if 
this  amendment  is  adopted  they  would  want  an 
army  of  clerks  up  there.  1  lewn  from  Mr.  Picker- 
ing, one  of  the  commissioners,  that  they  work  till 
half-past  ten  o'clock  to  get  through  with  the  busi- 
ness. I  think  they  ace  doing  all  toat  they  possi- 
bly can,  and  if  you  pat  this  labor  upon  them  it 
will  be  impossible  for  them  to  do  what  they  aie 
appointed  for. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — If  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  War. I  7  is  correct,  I  hope  and 
trust  there  will  bean  aimy  of  clerks  appointed. 
If  the  amenn  m;nt  of  the  gentlema-  from  Ward  9 
prevails,  there  will  be  ao  necessity  for  an  army  of 
clerks,  and  I  hope  and  trust  the  motion  or" the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — The  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  is  that  tbey  should  be  iu  their 
office  during  business  hours,  when  people  want  to 
Sfie  them.  At  pre-ent  it  is  impossible  to  gain  ac- 
cess to  thein  during  business  hours.  I  am  ir  form- 
ed tlut  th»y  go  to  their  office  at  three  or  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  are  necessarily  oblig- 
ed to  remain  till  a  late  hour,  in  order  to  finish  up 
the  business  of  tbe  ^a.',  which  could  be  moie  ac- 
ceptably performed  if  they  would  be  there  tarlier 
in  the  cay. 

Mr.  Flyon — I  understand  the  re  son  is  that 
when  cares  ar-  repoited  un'avorably,  toe  com- 
missioners visit  tbe  places  in  per.  on,  which  re- 
quires time.  It  is  hardly  fair  to  charge  them  with 
not  amending  to  their  duties.  I  know  toat  they 
have -visited  places,  and  it  is  n't  fair  to  say  they 
haven't.  Thev  should  n't  be  charged  with  neg"- 
lectuig  their  duties  by  those  who  Know  noihing 
about  it. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3 — Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  to  say  that  the  commissioners  visit 
these  places? 

Mr.  Flynn— I  do. 

Mr.  Ard:-rs»n— 1  would  ask  what  places  they 
have  v. si  ted? 

Mr.  Flynn — T  know  that  they  visited  the  City 
Point  Hotel,  and  that  is  one  place. 

Mr.  Anderson— I  bad  the  pleasure  of  being  up 
before  the  comaoissioneis  last  week,  and  I  have 
known  of  gentlemen  standing  there  ready  with 
carnages,  inviting  them  to  go  and  visit  tbc*ir 
places;  but  they  said  they  were  not  bound  to  go, 
ana  that  thev  took  the  reoort  rrom  tne  police 
officers,  good  or  bad,  and  pa-red  uuon  it  as  su;h. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 — I  think  it  is  unfair,  on 
this  warm,  close  evening,  io  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  vjitb  a  matter  that  is  none  of  our  busi- 
ness. The  City  Govoinment  has  delegated  to  tbe 
commissiones"  all  their  po  ver to  grant  or  refuse 
licenses  to  partie*  selling  liquor,  and  we  cave  no 
.  control  over  them.  There  isn't  even  a  committee 
on  that  commissior,  and  I  thiuk  our  time  is 
entirely  thrown  awiy  in  arguing  this  matter. 
We  cannot  compel  them  to  give  or  refuse 
a  licei  se  to  sell  liquor,  and  they  may 
be  the  e  fiom  nine  till  ten  o'clock,  or  from 
three  to  four  or  five,  as  tueyplesse.  Probably  a 
gt-ncal  otcer  of  the  City  Government  may  com- 
pel them  to  (To  to  the  office  and  stay  there  through- 
out the  day;  but  I  think  that  no  oioet  can  compel 
them  to  give  or  refuse  a  license  to  anv  man  unless 
they  see  fit.  Therefore  I  thiuk  it  is  unfair  to  take 
un  "the  tune  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5—1  think  this  matter  is  not 
understood  as  it  ought  to  be.  rbe  City  Govern- 
ment is  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  do  cer- 
tain things.  They  area  thorizei,  through  certain 
commissioners,  to  g  ant  licenses.  Now  the  cty. 
through  its  officers,  have  sent  police  officers  to  in- 
vestigate cas^.  and  the  commissioners  take  their 
report,  their  Ipse  dixit,  upon  which  they  grant  or 
refuse  license  -  as  it  pleases  tuem.  I  am  speaking  of 
the  actual  practiced  v  by  day, forthe  commission- 
ers have  told  me  ?o.  I  appeared  before  ibem  in  be- 
balEof  i  wo  or  three  He? mans  who  had  a  r<ght  to 
call  upon  voe.  I  rtated  tbe  ca  es.  and  I  found  the 
reasons  why  thee  Germans  were  refused  licenses 
to  sell  lager  beer.  I  asked  thorn  to  read  mo  the 
ivpoit  of  the  oolicc  officer,  who  wa-  well  known 
tome  in   tnv   ward,  ad   was  detailed  from  this 
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City  Hall  to  examioe  and  report  upon 
the  applications  tor  licenses.  In  one  case 
— I  will  state  It  bt  cause  it  is  a  record 
of  history — a  license  was  refused  a  little 
Oiernan  who  kept  a  little  lager-beer  saloon  f,t  150 
Treinont  street.  He  made  application  in  due 
form  and  had  bis  money  ready  to  be  paid.  His 
application  was  placed  in  trie  bands  of  a  police- 
man on  ine  district,  who  reported  what?  enough 
lor  the  honorable  gentlemen  to  refuse  a  licen  e.He 
repotted  that  the  place  was  of  the  size  of  five  feet 
by  eight—  enougti  fur  any  Board  of  Commission- 
ers to  say  it  wasn't  a  fir  place.  Well, sir, I  got  that 
report  from  the  honorable  commissioners,  and  I 
wect  to  that  bissem.  nt  room,  and  fou  d  that,  in- 
stead of  being  five  feet  in  one  direction  and  eight 
in  >he  other,  it  was  17%x21  feet;  ar.d,  instead  of 
being,  as  n  poited,  six  feet  in  height,  it  was  seven 
feet  four  inches.  One  of  the  honorable  commis- 
sioners said  to  me,  "I  could  n't  get  down  there, 
and  I  am  not  moie  than  six  feet  high  myt- elf." 
Now,  thai  was  lha  second  report;  and  up  to  this 
day  tnat  Boor  young  German  does  o't  dare  to  sell 
a  glass  of  lager  beer  to  his  German  friends  because 
ot  that  report,  fearing  that  he  may  be  called 
■li'o  the  honorable  Muoicip  .1  Court,  and  mulcted 
in  $100.  Now,  let  us  know  what  this  thing  is. 
This  honorable  Board  of  Commissioners  nave  at 
their  service,  by  oidei  of  the  Mayor,  fifteen  men 
of  the  Police  Department,  more  or  less,  and  I 
tiink  the  conmissionets  told  one  that  the  officers 
on  the  different  districts  reported  to  them,  and 
upon  those  reports  licenses  weie  g-anted  or 
refused.  Xho.-'e  honorable  men  said  this;  tbey 
said  they  wished  they  could  have  those  fif- 
teen men  before  them  that  make  such  re- 
ports Have  these  officers  grudges  against  cer- 
tain men?  lhat  is  tin  history  or  one  ca^e. 
There  aie  Germans  In  mv  district  whose  daily 
bread  to  brought  to  them  by  reason  of  the  busi- 
ness in  which  they  have  been  engaged  in  this  and 
the  old  count:?  from  the  days  of  their  boyhood. 
Is  tuis  a  fiee  republic?  Let  uskno*  what  this 
means.  A.  gentleman  behind  me  says  we  hive  no 
contiol  of  it.  That  is  true;  but  should  n  t 
we  have  a  certain  control  of  it?  We  have 
control  of  the  Police  Department,  and  th« 
men  who  make  those  reoorts  should  be 
deposed  from  the  Police  Depaitneut  within  five 
minutes'  notice.  Tnat  case  can  be  brought  before 
tbe  Council  and  before  the  honorable  Mayor  and 
Board  of  Alderinen.  If  a  police  officer  is  a  pro- 
nibitionisr  of  tae  strictest  kitid  must  he  vent  his 
spleen  upon  a  poor  German  who  guts  his  liv- 
it  g  by  selling  lager  beer  at  five  cents  a 
glass?  The  evidence  is  before  us  that  this 
lliing  is  wrong.  I  charge  nothing  against 
the  commissioners;  but  I  do  charge  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  upon  the  men  who 
make  these  unfair  leports.  My  friend  from  tue 
Seventh  Ward  says  the  commissioners  visic 
taese  place*.  I  tliink  the  gertieman  is  slightly 
mistaken  fhe  comrnissioneis  should  take  more 
time.  I  tninkthe  people's  rights  should  be  main- 
tained, if  it  takes  a  hundre  l  cierks  from  9  A.  M. 
toG  P.M.  daily. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — I  did  n't  suspect  that  this 
ordet  was  going  to  call  forth  such  a  discussion. 
That  toe  matter  may  be  simplified  I  withdraw  the 
amendment  ai*d  hope  the  order  will  dc  passed  ?s 
it  was  origina'ly  offered. 

Mr.  C.arke  withdrew  nis  amendment  and  the 
onler  was  passed. 

Sent  up. 

LABORERS   IN    PAVING   DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  :i  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
requested  to  place  ou  full  time,  on  and  after  tbe 
1st  ot  August,  the  men  wt.o  have  been  laboring  in 
nis  department  on  half  i/uie. 

Mr.  Anderson  moved  itsj'eferecce  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  Waid  7  stated  that  tbe  Committee 
on  Stieets  bad  i  othing  to  do  with  the  matter,  and 
the  proper  reference  would  be  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

Tbe  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13,  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  foi  8  P.  M.,  viz., 
report  recommending  passage  of  order  to  rescind 
so  much  of  the  order  tor  the  construction  of  Sw  jtr 
street  as  piovides  that  no  part  of  the  money  shall 
be  expended  until  the  grade  ol  the  New  York  •& 
New  England  Railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Rail- 
road Commissioners,  or  an  agreement  between 


the  railro?.d  aud  city,  find  minority  report  recom- 
mending the  recommitment  of  the  subject. 

The  question  wa;i  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
recommended  by  toe  majority. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — If  there  is  a  redeeming 
trait  ia  the  order  for  laying  out  Swett  street,  it  is 
the  amendment  which  thi3  order  -proposes  to 
rescind.  I  believe  that  to  be  tbe  only  portion  of 
the  order  whi  h  protects  tbe  city  at  all  iu  the 
matter  of  layitg  out  this  street,  and  the  wiping 
out  of  that  amendment  will  have  t'je  effect  of 
building  the  street  up  to  the  railroad  on  the  one 
side  from  Albany  street,  and  on  the  other  side  from 
Dorcbeate*  avenue,  and  the  city  would  be  left  in 
the  dilemma  of  having  the  stre-t  built  above  the 
railroad  when  uo  ptovision  had  been  made  fr.r 
establi  lung  the  grace  at  which  it  should  cross 
the  lailroad,  or  whether  the  railroad  corporation 
vonltl  allow  it  to  cross  it  at  all.  It  strikes  me  as 
the  most  unbusinesslike  transaction  that  I  have 
heara  of  since  1  have  been  a  member  of  this 
Council.  It  is  peifectly  easy  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad 
at  the  present  time.  I  have  been  present  at  the 
meetings  of  the  committee  when  propositiona 
have  been  made  by  the  president  of  the  road, 
ann  I  have  no  doubt  an  arrang-ment  can  be 
made  whereby  the  road  will  assume  a  certain 
portion  of  the  expense,  and  certainly  they 
can  agree  upon  tne  grade  to  which  the 
load  shall  be  raited.  Now,  with  that  fact 
in  view,  this  seems  to  be  one  of  th 
most  peculiar  proposition  1  have  neard  ot.  It  is 
proposed  to  go  on  and  build  a  street  up  to  the 
property  of  a  pa>ty  with  whom  you  have  got  to 
rmke  an  arrangt  ment  before  you  cross  't,  and 
then  relyuuon  his  senerositv  after  having  put 
yourself  "at  his  mercy  rath  ;r  TLan  make  it  before. 
The  representative  of  that  road  has  agreed  to  a 
grade  to  which  the  road  bed  should  be  raised,  and 
to  pay  the  bills,  and  then  the  city  can  raise  it  to  a 
higher  graoe.  Of  course,  it  has  got  to  b=  done  by 
a  contractor  agreeable  to  them.  They  are  not 
going  to  allow  any  and  every  person  to  go 
oi  there  a -id  raise  the  grade  of  their  road  bed 
be  aase  their  trans  must  be  run  all  the  time  ;  at  d 
in  any  event  it  will  be  disagieeable  and  uncom- 
fortable for  the  road.  Thev  are  satisfied  with  the 
fiade  as  it  is,  but  nevertheless,  they  are  willing, 
think,  to  assist  tbe  city  out  of  the  dilemma,  so 
fai  as  they  woula  be  justified  co:  sidering  the 
state  ol  theii  finances  and  the  fact  that  the  trus- 
tees of  the  old  Bostoo,  Hartford  &  Erie  dailroad 
Company  expect  at  an  early  day  to  tianstertDe 
ro  d  to  tbe  New  York  &  New  England  Railway 
Company.  It  strikes  m-  that  unless  th-r  City 
Ccu  cil  of  Bo- ton  are  prepared  to  vote  to  extend 
Swett  street  and  pay  the  e  itire  e xceaee,  it  would 
be  very  unwise  to  pass  the  order  contemplated 
by  thair  majority  report.  But  if  they  want  to 
make  the  best  trade  that  they  can  for  the  city,  it 
strikes  ire  as  a  common  business  way  that  it 
would  be  better  to  refiain  from  putting  this  mat- 
ter into  the  clutches  of  \ny  .;orp oration  or  indi- 
vidual, as  we  would  do  i£  wa  pass  this  order  at  the 
present  time.  Another  matter  that  should  be 
s'ttlec  before  ar  y  step  is  taken  toward  build- 
i:g  this  street  is  that  the  bonds  from  the  differ- 
ent parties  who  have  agreed  to  contribute  sums 
ot  money  provided  this  street  is  bui't,  should  be 
exttnded  and  financially  strengthened.  One  or  thi 
terms  ef  the  bond  is  that  the  street  shall  be  built 
on  or  oefore  July  1, 1?76,  an-  open  to  public  travel. 
We  all  kno  «  very  well  that  if  the  vork  was  com- 
menced today  it  cculd  not  be  finished  and  the 
street  graced  and  paved  and  ready  for  public 
trav  1  by  r^at  time,  as  it  is  necessary  to  have  itin 
order  to  eecuie  the  bonds,  JL'b©  raising  of  tbe 
grade  of  this  raitroad  will  be  a  long  acd  tedious 
job;  trains  must  be  run,  and  the  track  prepared 
for  the  accommodation  of  those  trains,  whicn  will 
be  quite  a  difficult  matter,  and  it  will  take  a  long 
time  to  do  all  that  is  necessaiy  to  make  this  a 
good  ttieet.  Another  point  that  should  be 
settled,  is,  t  ere  should  be  no  doubt  about 
the  city  receiving  the  sums  of  money  that 
the  partit  s  have  agreed  to  coctribute  during  the 
building  of  the  street.  Parties  have  signed  bonds 
and  agieed  to  contribute  very  large  sums  of 
money,  whose  names,  I  think,  members  of  this 
Council  would  hesitate  to  take  without  a  mortgage 
or  some  other  guarantee;  and  all  the  protection 
that  taecitv  has  is  a  second  or  third  mortgage  upon 
the  land.  Now  I  question  the  soundness  of  that 
security,  and  it  seems  to  me,  that  taken  altogeth- 
er it  is  a  very  unceitain  proceeding  to  go  on  and 
commence  building  that  street  with  all  the 
uncertainties     [that      surround      tbe      position 
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that  the  city  is  likely  to  get  into. 
I  think  it  would  ba  much  wiser  to  wait.  No  oee 
is  suffering  particularly,  and  1  thirds  the  city  is 
■  more  lively  to  suite,-  by  hurrying  than  the  parties 
on  the  line  of  ihe  street  5;re  likely  to  suffer  oy  the 
delay  that  v. ould  be  neces.ary  ro  put  the  city  in  a 
proper  position  foe  a rryii-g  out  toe  work.  I  moye 
that  the  minority  re,  ort  oe  substituted  for  that  of 
the  majority,  and  that  the  whole  m.itter  he  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and  tnat 
when  Ihs  question  is  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  nays. 
The  ye?s  and  nays  sere  ordered. 
Mi.  Train  of  Ward  13 — I  doo't  intend  to  delay 
:he  Council  at  this  late  hour.  I  was  in  hopes  this 
matter  would  come  up  at  an  earlier  hour,  when 
we  could  have  a  thorough  and  fair  discussion, 
although  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  much  to  be 
said  against  it.    The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has 

fivr-n  some  poUts  upon  this  matter,  but  I  don't 
now  that  th?y  are  any  different  trom  those  of 
lascyear.  Re  was  a  ucit  then  aad  is  a  unit  now. 
He  looks  -at  it  in  a  different  light  from  most  of  the 
membeis  of  this  Council,  and  I  can't  see  that 
he  has  made  a  single  fair  argument  why 
this  matter  should  not  he  carried  through.  [ 
don't  propose  to  answer  nim,  because  he  has  said 
nothing  to  answer.  The  fact  is  patent  to  me  that 
this  is  an  important  measure,  that  it  is  a  good 
time  to  doit, and  that  the  arrangements  for  bonds 
have  been  made  by  the  Street  Comrnissionsis  in  a 
proper  manner.  It  is  ao  easy  matter  to  stand  here 
and  say  this  or  that  is  not  good,  but  I  want  the 
Council  to  look  at  th?  facts.  I  refer  them  to  the 
able  Committee  on  Streets,  who  h »ve  reported , 
with  one  exception,  in  f  ^vor  of  thi- orde  ,  and  1 
hope  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  think,  sir,  when  a 
measure  has  passed  this  booy  after  the  discussion 
that  this  Sv\eti-stieet  extension  received  and 
when  the  voc*  authorizing  the  extension  of  Swett 
street  and  the  appio;.riation  of  money  >  as  passed, 
I  think  I  uiiy  satMy  say  in  consequence  of  toe 
amendment  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  rescind, 
that  "hen  we  lecommiited  this  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Stieets  they  should  give  us  some 
leasons  for  the  repeal  of  tne  amendment.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  gives  no  reasons  at  all. 
The  eentl  mau  livm  Waid  13  hr.s  giv^n  his  rea- 
sons, and  those  are  mainly  that  somebody  at  the 
railroad  commis? iontrs'  office  says  that  if  the  rail- 
road commissioners  are  called  upoa  to  fix  the 
grade  they  will  fix  it  a-  it  is  at  present,  and  there- 
foie  we  are  asked  to  resciud  ihe  arnendcent  and 
allo^  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  go  on  and  con- 
struct the  stieer. 

No  a  I  assume  that  the  Council  understood  those 
questions  thoroughly  after  a  lengthy  discussion, 
when  they  voted  upon  it,  before  they  knew 
at  ihat  time  that  thfl  fixing  the  grade  of  that 
street  by  ths  Railroad  Co  missijuers  was  impor- 
tant o  they  would  not  have  passed  that  trm-nd- 
ment  lequiring  it  ana  sinking  §100,000  from  the 
appropriation  and  providing  that  1.0  money  should 
be  extended  until  tot  grade  was  fixed.  The  Coui- 
ncictre  on  Streets  accepted  ti  at  amenome.t  and  I 
have  vet  t>  learn  that  anything  haa  been  douc 
from  that  time  to  toe  present  towards  the  con- 
struction of  thro  street  so  far  as  the  fixing  or  rais- 
ing of  thai,  grade  is  concened.  On  the  contrary 
if  1  am  lightly  informed,  nothing  has  been 
done. 

If  I  am  rightly  informed  I  think  the  Street  CoinJ 
missioner  eeins  to  be  afraid  to  make  appli  ation 
10  tne  Rdl.oad  Commissioners,  tor  fsar  that  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  will  say  that  the  grade 
shall  remain  as  it  is  at  the  present  time,  aid  the 
stivet  must,  go  under  that  road.  Thatltci  k  is 
about  the  case  at  the  pre  enc  urns.  An  i  the  city 
of  Boston  through  its  Surest  Coiruiissioners  f,  ars  . 
to  apply  to  the  Railroa;' Commissioners  to  fix  the 
grade  of  this  street  because  somebody  in  their 
office  savs  the  Railroad  Commissioneis  will  fix  the 
grade  as  it  is  row. 

When  this  matter  was  first  brought  before  tlie 
Legislature  persous  representing  the  railroad  ob- 
tained an  act  that  the  stre  t  should  not  cross  ths 
road  at  grade.  Laer  iii  the  sesS'Cn  an  act  was 
passed  by  t&e  Legislature  requiring  cue  railroad 

and  the  cuy  of  Boston  to  agree  upon  a  grade,  and 
f.  ihrg  in  thai  the  grade  should  be  fixed   by  the 

Railioad  Commissioners,  acd    that   the  radioed 

should  Sear  the  expense  of  alt  ring  the  graus.  of 
its  road.  Now,  I  thiak  it  is  fair  to  assume  thai  the 

railroad  contemplated  chat  the  grade  of  tins  street 
should  be  raised  and  conicleied;  that  wuen 
the  matter  comes  before  the  Radroad  Com- 
missioners  they   would   have   to  raise  the  grade 

of  the  road  it  theii  own  expense,  aid  tlieieisa 


provision  in  the  act  by  which  the  city-  of  Boscon 
may  compel  payment.  Now,  upon  that  statement 
of  facts,  aad  I  think  I  am  correct,  the  question  is 
simply  this,  as  stated  when  the  matter  came  up 
before :  Shall  we  go  on  altering  ihe  grade  of  that 
road  without  any  redress  or  claim  upon  this  com- 
pany, or  shall  we  mate  an  attempt  before  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  to  have  their  gTade 
fixed  and  then  have  a  claim  upon  the  railroad 
to  pay  tee  expense  of  laising  the  giadeof  the 
t<ack.  I  know  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  city  of 
Boston  must  alter  the  grade  of  this  road.  It  was 
so  stated  when  the  matter  was  up  before,  and  I 
believe  it  now ;  but  it  was  stated  then,  and  it  is 
equally  true  now,  that  unless  we  have  this  grade 
fixed  we  shall  have  no  legal  claim  upon  the 
railroad  to  pay  this  expense.  v\e  shUl 
have  to  fool  the  bills  ourselves.  Now  nothing 
having  been  done— I  do  not  wish  to  cast  any 
reflections  upon  anybooy,  but  I  am  sur- 
]  rised  that  nothing  has  been  done— more 
than  that  somebody  has  visited  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioner's office,  an  i  that  somebody  then  teport- 
ed  what  the  Railroad  Commissioners  vrere  going  to 
do  when  the  matt-r  was  brought  befoie  them.  I 
hope  the  Councd  wdl  not  rescind  tDis  amend- 
ment, and  that  we  shall  insist  upon  the 
Street  Commissioners  going  befoie  the  Rail- 
road Commissioners  and  haying  this  grade 
fixed,  because,  as  I  understand  it,  the 
railroad  is  very  willing  to  have  the  grade 
raised.  They  don't  dtsire  to  have  the  street 
go  under  their  road.  They  are  willing  to  have  the 
grade  raised  and  the  street  to  go  over  tne  road, 
but  tbty  want  to  compel  us  to  do  itatouro*n 
exreese.  If  «e  should  be  so  unfortunate  before 
the  Ra-lroad  Commissioners,  and  they  should  sav 
that  the  grace  shall  remain  as  at  present,  and 
that  it  shall  go  undrr  the  road,  we  are  not  com- 
pelled to  do  it.  We  can  apply  to  the  Legislature, 
and  show  the  mauifert  injustice  of  it.  The  Legis- 
lature sav  tne  injustice  of  it  befoie.  They  said 
that  if  the  railroad  is  not  willing  to  r.ave  the  street 
cross  the  tracK  at  grade,  then  tVe  company  shall 
pay  the  expense  ot  altering  the  giade  of  it."  I  be- 
lieve rhat  tie  text  Legislature  will  be  as  just  as 
the  last  one  was,  and  if  the  Railroad 
Commissioners  shall  say,  You  must  go  un- 
der the  road,  the  Legislature  will  relieve  the 
city  in  some  shape  ard  we  shall  not  have 
to  pay  that  expense.  But  it  was  urged 
before  that  this  is  a  banktupt  corporation 
and  ws  are  never  going  to  get  anything 
for  tie  work,  aud  therefore  if  you  want  Swett 
street  built  you  must  assume  ths  entire  expense 
in  the  first  place,  or  you  will  have  to  pay  for  it  at 
th  last.  I  do  n't  believe  ihat.  I  believe  that  mis 
rrilroad  at  some  time  or  other  will  go  to  the 
Legislature  tor  authority  to  l  sue  bondr, 
and  if  they  do  and  if  the  city  of  Boston 
is  sharp  and  looks  out  tor  its  "interests  the 
Legislature  will  say,  "We  told  you  oace  to 
bear  a  certaiu  expense  and  you"  would  noc 
do  it,  and  you  shall  not  have  th  se  bonds 
until  yoo  comply  with  the  provisions  of  that 
order."  The  gentleman  Iras  s»ia  that  the 
city  had  already  saved  from  $40,000  to  §60,000  by 
delay.  We  can  saf t ly  afford  to  wait  another  th  i  ee 
months  and  gain  §40",000  or  §60,000  more.  It  is  only 
three  months  since  we  went  inta  this  business 
.'nd  the  profits  have  already  been  large, 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  regret  that  the  gentle- 
man <s  ho  has  just  taken  his  seat  should  differ 
fiom  me  in  the  co-clu  ions  to  whi.h  be  has  ar- 
rived by  travelling  over  the  same  grou  d  that  I 
have,  "it  is  singular  bow  uentleaien,  looking  at 
the  same  question  from  ths  same  stand  point,  will 
take  a  different  impression.  I  have  been  trying 
to  reconcile  the  arguine-its  of  the  genii  man  who 
opened  the  debate  wiib  those  of  the  gentle  man 
who  has  just  taki n  his  seat;  ■  out  I  oaiiaot  make 
them  fit  any  moie  ri.awtbe  boy  can  the  plect  S  of 
a  broken  slate.  r.  e  first  gen  Ionian  tells  how 
many  interviews  and  mee  iags  have  been  held  be- 
tween the  managers  ot  th-  tai  road,  the  Street 
Commissioners  :iml  the  Street  Committee. 

Mr.  Page— I  will  fit  that  piece  of  slate  for  him. 

Mi.  Wilson — I  would  like  to  have  it  answered. 

Mr.  Page— The  interviews  «  ere  all  had  last  \  ear. 
prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  original  order. 
Since  that  order  passea  the  Ci.y  Council  for  lav- 
ing oat  tee  street,  there  hasn't  been  hardly  a 
word  said  oa  the  subject  to  th  Committee  «o 
Streets  this  year.  The  Committee  have  hat!  a 
dozen  meetiugs,  and  the  matter  was  never 
biougot  up  till  this  order  was  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Waul  13  [.Mr.  Train]. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  understood  a  gentle- 
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man  to  say  that  there  had  been  repeated  inter- 
views with  the  railroad  manage;  s,  who  are  Willi-  g 
to  do  ill  in  their  power  to  help  this  project.  We 
all  krow  that  that  corporation  is  in  a  transition 
si  t.e  today.  We  don't  know  whether  it  is  the  ola 
bankrupt  Boston,  Hartford  &  Brio  Railroad,  or 
i  In'  new  full-fledged  New  York  &  New  England 
Railway  ConiDany.  Still  it  ruuscars,  takes  money 
and  stands  in  the,  way  of  thio  great  public  Im- 
provement. Now  what  is  to  b.i  doie?  All  that 
can  be  dune  is  limply  by  negotiation  ;  we  cannot 
take  their  lands.  1  nave  oeen  informed  that  all 
the  negotiations  that  it  is  possicle  and  practica- 
ble to  nave  with  '.hat  company  have  been  had.  I 
maintain  that  to  agree  yon  have  got  to  have  ne- 
gotiation; •..  I  un  lerstand  that  they  have  been 
willing  to  make  an  agreement  with  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Stress,  and  they  have  hoped 
and  expected,  week  after  week,  to  place  the  af- 
fairs ot  the  corporation  in  such  a  ahape  as  to 
justify  them  in  joining  the  city  in  euch  an  ar- 
rangement as  may  be  necessary  in  the  premises. 
Now,  sir,  time  is  slipping  by,  and  it  does  seem 
to  me,  as  it  does  to  the  memoers  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  that  all  this  time  should  not  oe  allowed 
to  bo  by  without  accomplishing  something.  Ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman  trom  Ward  6,  tnelaw 
provides  that  the  road  is  to  pay  for  raising  the 
grade.  I  don'tj  car°  wheihei  or  uoc  a  man  pays 
for  work  in  the  first  place;  if  ho  is  responsible  X 
can  er.llect  it.  This  question  has  b°en  decided 
substantially  by  a  two  thirds  vote  of  this  Council, 
that  that  high  wry  is  a  necessity.  I  appeal  to  any  un- 
pr.  judiced  person  to  look  at  that  property  ami  say 
whether  this  should  be  postponed  tiom  week  to 
week  and  month,  and  nothing  done  but  procras- 
tinate, simply  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  those  op- 
posing it.  It  is  one  of  t  ie  most  important  public 
improvements,  and  1  desir-i  ;o  say  that  it  can  be 
dor.e  between  now  and  the  1st  of  July,  1870,  if  this 
restriction  is  taken  off  within  the  next  twojweeks. 
There  is  nothing  laaorious  about  it;  t  e  grade  of 
the  railway  can  be  raised  safely  and  expeditiously 
in  sixty  days,  and  1  hope  the  Council  will  not  be  de- 
terred by  the  bugbear  of  not  being  able  to  finish  the 
work  in  time.  Now  as  to  the  point  raised  here, 
that  this  oider  was  passed  by  a  two-thirds  vote, 
and  i hat  we  should  aot  withdraw  the  restriction, 
I  wirh  t>  say  that  the  amendment  offered  byth.3 
gentleman  from  Ward  G  was  accepted  by  rhe 
trieuds  ot  the  measure,  because  tuey  desired  to 
have  eveiy  cuer.fc  placei  upoa  it  that  theie  should 
be;  but  with  these  same  checks  upon  it,  those 
licmlemen  voted  against  the  order  on  its 
final- passage.  I  supposed  that  that  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  Council  meant  that 
that  avenue  saould  be  built,  speedily  and 
without  unnecessary  d;lay.  The  committee  in 
their  report,  sav  that  it  is  not  advisable  tor  the 
City  Council  to  locger  ao tiers  to  this  amei.dment, 
ami  1  don't  propose  ti  go  Deyonu  the  Committee 
oa  Streets  and  place  mv  judgment  against  theirs. 
1  don't  think  it  is  coriect  to  go  beyond  the  various, 
boatds  who  conduct  the  city's  affairs.  The  report 
of  that  committee  is  sufficient  for  me  in  this  case. 
1  don't  believe  the  Hoard  of  Street  Commissioners 
have  been  negligent  in  their  duty,  tnd  1 
oon't  believe  the  citv  will  lose  any  of  its  right?  by 
completing  this  work,  which  is  of  to  much  inter- 
est for  the  transfer  ot  vehicles  and  merchandise 
from  one  side  of  the  city  to  the  other,  as  well  as 
tor  the  improvement  ot  the  sanitary  coar.itioo  of 
the  city;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  criminal  to  a  sist 
any  longer  in  the  delays  which  have  been  thrown 
in  its  w<>y.  Tneic fore  I  hope  this  dilatory  moiion 
will  not  pr- vail. 

Mr.  Klyno  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  motion  of  tie 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  not  pievail,  because 
I  thin*  it  will  be  useless  to  send  this  matter  back 
to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Tuey  have  consid- 
ered it  veiy  thoroughly  during  the  long  time  it 
has  been  before  the  Council.  I  am  not  surprised 
at  the  opposition  of  the  gentlemen  from  Waida9 
and  6,  from  the  fact  that  loth  of  them  voted 
against  the  original  order,  even  after  the  amend- 
ment of  the  genileman  from  Ward  G  had  been 
adopted.  Their  opposition  is  still  against 
the  measure,  which  ihey  do  not  wish  to  see  adopt- 
ed at  all.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  noth- 
ing has  been  done  by  the  committee.  I  would 
state  that  the  chairman  ot  the  coaimittee  and  the 
street  com ti.issioners  have  oeen  endeavoring  for 
toe  last  three  months  to  make  some  settlement 
with  the  Boston,  Hartfoal  &  Ene  Railroad.  4.S 
to  the  grade,  the  company  say  they  are  well 
enough  off  and  don't  want  to  be"  disturbed;  they 
are  running  their  trains  over  there,  and  if  the 
city     wants     to     build    tLe    street    it    can    do 


so  and  pay  the  expense,  but  the  com- 
pany oo  not  want  to  be  put  to  any  expense  for  it. 
The  Railroad  Commissioners  have  be  a  consulted, 
and  they  e.ay  if  asked  to  fix  the  grade  they  will 
will  put  it  at  30.  This  street  can  be  built  today 
for  $30,000  less  than  it  could  last  year,  and  the 
work  can  be  finished  by  the  first  of  next  July  if 
this  order  is  passed  by  the  Council  now.  We  can 
then  save  $40,000  in  land  and  $60,000  in  money. 
I  hope  the  minority  report  will  not  be  accept  0. 

Mr.  Rage  ot  Ward  9—1  don't  know  anything 
about  any  conversation  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  may  have  had  with  the 
managers  of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
road; but  I  have  had  a  conversation  with  the 
president  of  that  road  today,  and  he  does  n't 
make  any  such  statement  as  it  is  said  he  has 
made  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  He 
says  he  has  been  willing  to  do  all  he  could. 
I  "  know  the  street  cannot  be  built  un- 
til an  arrangement  is  made  with  the  rail- 
road in  regard  to  the  grade.  The  only 
question  is  whether  that  arrangement  should  be 
made  before  we  commence  to  build  the  street,  or 
shall  we  wait  until  we  getinto  the  clutches  of  that 
corporation?  If  you  go  on  aod  build  the  street 
before  the  arrangement  is  made,  tne  corporation 
will  natur.lly  say.  "You  have  built  up  to  me  and 
you  have  got  to  cross,  and  you  can  now  bear  the 
expense  of  raising  the  grade  of  the  read  your- 
self." I  think  it  it.  essential  thjt  some  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  before  we  rescind  this 
amendment.  If  the  city  desires  to  cross 
the  roau  ?t  a  certain  grade,  it  may  be  necessary 
lor  rhe  city  to  beai  the  whole  ezpense;  but  I  sav, 
don't  build  ilia  stre.-t  up  oc  either  side  before  sa\- 
mg  at  what  grade  we  want  to  cross  the  road.  The 
company  would  s;iv  it  is  n't  agreeable  to  have  the 
street  ctossat  that  grade  and  we  can  put  it  down 
or  up  ten  feet.  I  say  it  is  the  most  unbusiness-like 
way  ot  doing  a  thinj?  I  have  heard  of  laiely. 

Mr.  Kimoall  of  Ward  6—1  will  assume  that  the 
gentleman  f i om  Waro  12  misquoted  me  uninten- 
tionally when  he  says  I  said  the  citv  had  the  law 
on  its  side,  and  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  raise  the 
grade  of  the  road  and  collect  the  money.  That  is 
the  point  at  issue.  I  said  nothing  of  tie  kind. 
The  vsi  v  object  of  that  amendment  was  that  the 
rights  of  the  city  should  be  preserved  until  the 
grace,  of  that  road  should  be  fixed.  Some 
members  of  the  Couucil  uxzy  remember 
that  at  that  time  ■  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  introduced  an  amendment  th?.t  no 
money  should  be  exriended  until  a  contract  was 
made  that  the  grade  should  be  raiseo  at  the  ex- 
pense nf  the  railioad.  Although  I  oppo.-ed  at  that 
time  a"d  nov7  oppose  ihe  construction  of  Swett 
street,  I  did  not  think  that  amendment  wts  ex- 
actly i air,  because  I  wanted  the  city's  rights  pro- 
tected without  «uch  a  contract.  All  that  was  nec- 
essary to  secure  the  city's  rights  was  to  fix 
the  grade  of  the  road  by  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioneis,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  with- 
drew his  ameno  ment  at  my  suggestion,  and  I  in- 
troduced the  ameudment  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  rescind.  I  suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  a  mem- 
ber ot  tbis  or  any  other  legislative  body,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  city's  rights',  mav  in- 
troduce an  amendment  '  which  shall,  to 
a  citain  extent,  protect  those  rights,  even 
if  he  feels  constrained  to  vote  against 
the  measure  upon  itsfical  passage.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  has  notiii  g  to  do  with  the  argu- 
ment. To  protect  the  rights  of  the  city  we  shculd 
requne  the  grade  of  this  street  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Railroad  Commissioners;  but  according  to  th^ 
statement  of  the  crsaiiman  cf  the  Committee  on 
Stre  ts,  in  this  branch  nothing  has  been  dons  offi- 
cially. There  1  as  bee  a  some  talk  between  somebody 
and  somebody  else,  but  no  agreement  has  been 
made.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  13  knov/s  very 
well  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  oai  legal  authority 
that  unless  this  grade  is  fixed  the  city  of  Boston 
cannot  recover  o:;e  dollar  from  the  railroad. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman's  toint 
ceems  to  be  that  we  should  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  the  commissioners  fix  the  graae. 
But  it  is  going  to  take  time  to  do  that,  and  if  we 
let  this  matter  go  over  till  next  fall  it  will 
be  too  late.  We  know  that  ihey  will  fix 
the  grade  in  accordance  with  public  inter- 
est. The  city  of  Boston  is  not  alone  in  this  mat- 
ter. There  are  many  other  interested,  paities. 
The  owners  of  stock  and  bonds  of  the  road  are  to 
be  considered.  The  Railroad  Commissiuneis  told 
me  in  their  office— I  don't  icport  it  officially 
— that,  taking  all  the?e  interests  together, 
they    aie    to    decide   whether  the  giace  shall 
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be  altered  at  the  expense  of  the  railroad, 
or  whether  it  shall  be  fixed  where  it  is 
now.  That  is  all  right.  It  is  the  mearmg  of  tbe 
law  that  they  shall  fix  the  giade ;  but  what  then? 
The  city  bas  to  go  to  the  rail'oad  to  get  their 
agreement  that  toe  track  ska  11  go  underneath  or 
over  that  street.  That  agreement  has  been  rnade 
by  th.-.  officers  of  the  Hartford  &  Erie  road.  The 
change  to,  *he  Nsw  York  &  New  England  Railway 
is  about  to  oe  made,  arid  the  same  parties  will 
control  toe  road.  .They  say  they  will  accommo- 
date ih3  city,  aod  do  so  much  filling  at  so  much  a 
square  yatd. 

.vlr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  do  riot  think  we  can  get 
any  moie  information  upon  this  sucject.  I  think 
the  position  of  the  Council  is  a  good-  deal  like  the 
story  they  tell  down  East  of  the*  way  the  old  wo- 
man tried  her  indigo.  She  said  she  would  take  a 
piece  and  put  it  in  waur,aiid  if  it  was  good  indi- 
go it  would  sine-  ox  swim,  and  she  forgot  which.  I 
think  this  is  about  the  same  kind  of  irg.uinent, 
which  don't  enlighten  us  much.  Wh.  n  1  am  in 
doabt,  It„ke  the  action  of  tbe  committee  and  let 
that  be  my  guide.  I  took  that  last  year.  I  followed 
the  judgment  of  the  cod mittee  than,  and  now  I 
fiudthat  seven  out  of  eitrht  of  taat  eornmittee 
hive  reported  in  favor  of  the  an  option  of  tins 
orier,and  that  one  member  of  the  committee  has 
opposed.  As  a  ineuicer  of  the  Council  my  judg- 
ment is,,  that  when  I  am  not  posted  upon  a  matter 
I  follow  tbe  renort  of  the  commi.tse,.  and  I  pro- 
pose to  CIO  so  .LOW. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  must  say  I  am  in  a 
quandary  as  to  how  I  should  act.  I  am  a  frieud 
of  Swett  street.  I  voteo,  for  the  original  order, 
a.. d  I  was  in  the  Legislature  when  the  act  was 
parsed.  I  think  my  friend  is  mistaken  in  saying 
that  some  friend  of  the  road  promised  this  amend- 
ment, that  tbe  street  should  not  cross  the  road  at, 
grade.  That  provision  is  put  into  the  acts  con- 
cerning all  tnose  roads,  and  it  was  ©tiered  by 
some  member  of  the  House,  I  think.  But  I  am 
particular  about  kuowmg  whether  the  com 
mittee  have  negotiated  with  the  Haitforu 
&  Erie  Railroad  as  to  the  grade  and  whether  they 
have  agteed  or  cannot  a,;iee.  I  am  particular  to 
know  about  that  and  wheth-r  failing  in  that  they 
have  applied  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners  to. 
fix  the  grade  of  the  road.  In  the  three  or  four 
months  that  have  elapsed  all  that  could  have  been 
tone,  aud  this  Council  could  have  kno  mi  through 
their  Committi  e  on  streets  whether  the  rai.- 
road  ar.d  the  city  had  agreed  uoon  a  cer- 
tain gr^de,  or  failiug  m  that  wlether  the 
city  had  apolied  to  toe  commissioners  to 
fix  the  grade ;  if  they  had  done  tl  at  aud  failed,  my 
co.rse  would  be  very  plain;  but  if  the  Committee 
on  Streets  have  done  teitber  the  one  nor  the  oth- 
er, I  Joi'tkiowlio*  to  act.  lam  the  friend  of 
Sjvettstieet  and  I  am  anxious  to  see  it  go  torough, 
but  1  rjsslre  that  the  committee  shall  have  r  one 
all  tiiey  can. 

Mr.  Rage  of  Ward  9 — I  can  give  the  gei-tleuiau 
the  into; mation.  As  a  committee  they  have  not 
attempted  anvthii-g  since  this  order  was 
passed  early  in  the  year,  and  they  have 
noi  taken  a  single  step  toward  th<j  com- 
pletion ot  this  street  to  my  Knowledge.  As  a 
committee  thev  have  not  had  an  interview  witu 
an,*  represe.  tntive  of  he  New  Yaik  &  New  Eng- 
land Railioad.  Ttuy  have  had  do  mterview  with 
the  City  Solicitor,  or  the  Railroad  Commission- 
ers, oi  any  other  patties  officially,  and  nothing 
has  been  done  iu  oamit-Ctiau  with  this  mat- 
ter. The  orde.  was  introduced  by  the  seo- 
tteman  from  W^rd  13.  At  the  next  rneeting 
of  the  t  oinmittee,  very  soou  afte.  wards,  the 
matter  was  brought  up,  and  I  asked  if  any- 
ihing  was  to  be  done,  aud  a  genttea.au  of  the 
eoijumttee  suggested  thai  it  was  io  use  to  at- 
test pi  to  convince  Mr.  Rage  of  thr:  merits  ot  this 
ca.  e.  as  he  nad  been  opposed  to  it  from  the  first, 
and  he  thought  they  had  better  take  a  vte  upon 
it.  'J  hat  is  about  all,  and  the  order  was  earned 
by  a  vo.e  ol  5  to  2.  There  was  oue  member. 
of  i lie  committee  who  voleo  with  me  on  tbe  mat- 
ter o-isii:  ally,  but  he  has  since  eiianged  lit;  opin- 
ion, and  1  am  the  o.ly  memb.-f  of  the  Committee 
on  Stieots  who  feels  that  the  city  should  look  into 
it  fully  betore  actiug  upon  it.  A  good  deal 
is  said  about  the  Railroad  Commissioners  gniug 
to  decidw  a  certaia  way.  Well,  suppose  they  do; 
you  jan  pass  thU  order,  by  which  you  will  pay  all 
the  expense,  ai. a  if  the  Railroad  Commissioners 
decide  against  us  we  don't  los  anything,  We 
offer  to  establish  the  grade  of  the  street,  aim  pass 
under  or  over  the  roan.  My  point  is  that  wo 
should  go  to  the  Railroad   Commissioi.ers    and 


have  it  settled  b°foie  we  pass  up-onit.  Itisa 
frequent  stdtemeot  that  the  Railroad  Commission- 
ers are  going  to  decide  this  matter.  They  say tuey 
don't  decide  matters  before  they  are  broughtbef  ore 
themes  it  gives  them  trouble  in  many  ways.  People 
say  it  is  alreadv  decided,  and  it  impresses  them 
when  the  marter  comes  before  them.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  perso  i  who  gave  tbe  opinion  as 
quoted  from  tbe  Railroad  Commissioners  was  a 
clerk  in  their  office  and  that  he  st?_ted  to  some- 
body that  he  thought  that  if  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners were  caUed  upon  to  decide  the  case 
they  would  decide  tne  graae  to  remain  as  it  is 
now. 

Mr.  Train— My  information  came  f.oin  one  of 
the  R  tlroad  Commissioners  icstead  of  a  clerk. 

Mr.  Page — That  was  the  way  the  information 
came  to  the  committee.  But  I  contend- that  some 
official  decision  should  be  given  by  somebody  be- 
fore anything  is  done. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  desire  to  state  that  th'smatter  has 
been  quits  fully  discussed  by  the  Committee  on 
Streets  at  two  or  three  aieetags.  Some  two  or 
tnree  months  ago  Mr.  Talbot  was  deputized  to  go 
to  the  Railio.id  Commissiouers  and  try  togetsome 
agreemeot  as  o  tDe  change  of  the  grade  of  the 
road,  but  he  has  been  unsuccessful.  He  has  aux> 
been  before  the  Railroao  Commissioners  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  commit i er,  ana  I  know  that  Alder- 
man Ctark  bas  done  everything  he  can  to  get  tbe 
question  of  giade  settled. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — As  1  am  the  member  ot 
the  Committee  on  Stieets  tefer.ed  to  by  the  gen- 
ilemao  fiom  Waid  9, 1  wish  to  state  that  at  the 
meeting  of  tbe  committee  we  had  not  discussed 
the  m?,tter  a  great  deal,  and  I  was  not  satisfied 
taat  everything  had  been  done  that  should  be  to 
settle  the*  inatier.  Beiug  pressed  to  a  vote,  and 
not  wishing  to  vote  for  anything  I  did  not  ap- 
prove of  then,  I  voted  no,  and  the  minority  report 
caaie  in  with  mv  name  upon  it.  By  some  leason 
the  report  was  not  presented  that  evening, 
and  before  the  next  meeting  I  satisfied  myself 
tbat  everything  had  been  done  that  cou  d  be,  aud 
that  it  v  ould  be  detiimtntal  to  the  city's  interest 
to  delay  longer.  I  therefore  withdrew  my  ua  ne 
frou  the  minority  report. 

Sir.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— As  I  said  b  -for?,  lam 
heartily  iu  f .  vor  of  S  ■»  ett  street,  and  I  think  che 
city  will  be  obliged  to  pay  all  tb-  expense  con- 
nected with  the  measuie,  "and  I  should  be  w  Hint 
to  vote  for  it,  becau-e  this  street,  if  laid  out,  will 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  and  not  for  ihe  bene- 
fit of  the  railroad.  I  think  the  railroad  has  rhe 
same  rights  in  regard  to  layiugout  this  street  that 
a  private  individual  has.  1  am  not  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  ord-r  because  it  win  entail  all  the 
expens"  of  layi  g  out  and  bridgir-g  tee  street 
npoi  the  city.  Three  months  ag'*  this  amendment 
was  adopted  which  it  is  now  propo-ed  to  rescind, 
and  it  appears  that  duiiog  that  time  ab- 
solutely LOtlnug  has  been  done.  One  sectiou 
of  the  act  urovides  that  in  case  of  difference  be- 
tween the"  railroad  and  the  ci  y,  they  shall  ap- 
ply to  ;  ae  Railroad  Commis  ionets,  who  shall  lix 
the  grade  as  will  bett  suit  tne  requirements  of 
public  inteiest, — if  the  city  aud  the  railroad  asree 
as  to  the  grade,  th  le  will  be  to  need  of  that. 
As  I  uuce'Stand  it,  the  city  hasa't  agreed  wi  b. 
the  railroad,  and  the  commissioners  haven't  been 
appliet  to  i'i  accordance  »>ith  this  act  of  1874. 
Nothing  has  bee.  done;  eveivthbgis  in  statu  quo, 
preei;  elv  as  it  was  three  months  ago.  If  the  grade 
were  fixed  I  should  vote  foi  thiscider.  whetherthe 
railroad  were  or  were  not  to  be  put  t:>  the  expt-use 
they  are  oblisred  to  be  uudei  tuis  act.  becau*t  I 
think  that  the  expense  of  laying  out  this  stre  t 
should  be  borne  by  tbe  citizens  of  Bosto_,  tor 
wliose  benefit  .t  i-  to  be  t'one.  Furiner  than  that, 
this  was  n't  put  into  the  act  iu  the  interest  of  the 
New  York  &  Nsw  England  Railroad.  It  it  bad 
been  done  in  1869, 1  might  think  differently;  but 
last  year  nobody  was. so  pooi  as  to  do  it  uoiiov.  I 
think  it  was  raiher  for  the  deterioration  of  tbe 
railroad,  aud  tbe  city  of  Boston  hid  everything  its 
o"u  way:  the  railroad  was  perfectly  silent  and 
alio  td  it  to  go  th  ougb.  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  tois  order,  because  the  grade  of  the 
roa  t  is  not  fixed  as  it  ought  to  nave  bten  done.  Bo 
far  as  the  act  is  concerned,  there  willbe  nr  difhcul- 
tv  m  getting  an  extension  ot  time, unless  something 
l  terveues  to  make  it  an  object  tor  the  city  ot  Boa- 
ion  ogooo.  lie  member  when  this  actw»s  i  as<e.l 
tnat  a  gentleman  moy<  d  Io  exte  id  the  time  to  two 
y  J  . is. and  two  thil  ds  ol  those  who  voted  foi  It  did  SO 
to  please  him.  The  geutlcum  n  who  had  the  matter 
in  charge  was  ve,v  much  amoved  about  it— the 
geutl  man  from  Ward  5  may  leuieuiber  it.    S.* 
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the  matter  of  time  is  not  very  mateiial  if  that 
agreement  is  entered  into  by  the  city  of  Boston 
anil  the  abutters. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— If  the  objection  to  this 
order  is  that  the  graae  has  n't  been  fixed,  but 
nevertheless  the  parties  are  willing  that  the  ei.tire 
expense  sho'fd  be  paid  by  toe  city,  I  can't  see 
what  strength  the  objection  his,  because  that 
proviso  may  throw  tlie  whole  burden  upon  the 
city.  Tint  is  in  accordance  with  tie  tenor 
ni  the  gentleman's  remarks.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  think  the  city  ought  to  pay  the 
entiie  expense  of  this  strest.  That  amend- 
ment was  put  i.pon  the  bill  to  lestrict  a 
grade  crossing,  while  the  act  passed  in  18C9 
allowed  one;  but  when  lhe  time  for  the  ex- 
tension came  the  Legislature  v/as  not  in  the  hu- 
mor to  allow  it.  The  natural  way  to  bridge  that 
road  is  to  go  over  it;  it  is  vevy  seldom  you  put  a 
bridge  under  a  road,  esptcially  if  it  is  only  a 
few  feet  above  hi^h-water  mart.  If  the  city 
should  enter  upon  that  property -to  construct 
swett  street  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  go 
forwaru  and  build  a  bridge  ovei  the  rail- 
road. There  is  no  question  about  that.  Now, 
what  is  equivalent  to  th  M  in  point  of  ex,,  ense? 
It  is  appare:  t  co  everybody  that  to  put  the  street 
at  thirty  f"rt,  under  watsi,  is  altogether  an  ab- 
stii  dity ;  it  is  not  well  f oi  travel  or  business.  It  is 
shown  also  that  it  will  be  a  convenience  to  the 
railway  if  the  "rack  is  elevated  fourteen  or  fifteen 
feet  Th°  city  officials  are  hampered  by  the  re- 
stxic.ion,  acd  I  believe  they  are  hor.est  and  candid 
aid  till  th.' truth.  The  whole  tioublo  we  have  in 
debating  this  qu-stion  is  that  we  are  endeav- 
oring to  do  what  should  be  done  by  th9 
Street  Committee  and  commissioners  in  private 
I  Relieve  we  are  eutirely  safe  in  leaving  this  mat- 
ter co  th -j  good  sense  and  judgment  of  tne  Com- 
mittee anu  Commissi  oners  on  Streets.  That  is 
i  l  i ire  I  plant  myself.  It  is  impossible  for  me,  as 
a  member  of  this  Council,  to  ..cquaint  myself 
with  the  details  of  this  matter.  I  think  this  is  a 
gieat  project,  that  thi  City  Council  should  vote 
for  it  and  appropriate  the  uiOLey  for  it,  and 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  an  execunve  com- 
mittee to  do  it  as  it  should  be  done.  It  is  absurd 
tar  us  to  go  into  'A\  the  deiails.  1  dou't  believe 
the  railroad  company  have  the  fee  in  the  track  or 
tho.t  railroad  ;  we  can  cross  it  at  any  ti  re,  for  we 
have  ihe  right  by  la  v.  lha  City  Council  should 
go  forward  and  construct  that  highway,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  Committee  and  Commissioners  on  Streets 
will  see  that  none  of  the  money  is  wasted.  I  will 
nut  allOTf  mys.  If  to  presume  that  these  gentle- 
men will  allow  the  city's  noney  to  be  flittered 
away.  I  tbi.  k  they  will  do  theii  duty  in  this 
case  is  they  have  in  others;  and  if  there  is  to  be 
any  advantage  gained  by  the  city  it  will  be  done. 
1  hope  that  so  great  a  publi  •.  improvement  for  the 
benefit  of  the  section  of  the  city  in  which  I  live 
ana  of  the  whole  city  will  not  be  hampeted  by  any 
useless  nutriciions. 

Mr.  Fitzt>erald  of  Ward  7— My  objection  is  not 
on  account  of  the  restrictions:  they  were  not 
made  by  me  or  the  Council,  but  bv  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  we  have  no  power  over  them.  What 
I  want  to  be  perfectly  informed  about 
is  WDether  the  preliminaries  have  been 
go  e  througa  with.  lam  willing  co  vote  for  the 
city  t"  pay  the  entire  expense.  Three  months 
have  passed  r.v  and  uothing  has  been  do:. e.  If  it 
is  of  such  a  public  nec.-ssity  as  I  am  convinced  it 
is,  v/Cy  ire  t.ot  all  ihese  thu  gs  lone?  If  the 
rail  nad  company  clnnot  agr»e  with  the  i  ity,  why 
have  not  the  Railroad  Commissioaeis  been  ap- 
plied t  >.    It  is  a  sim  ole  thing  I  asK. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— -I  am  fully  sati  fied  that 
the  reason  final  action  hs.s  not  been  taken  in  this 
matter  is  that  it  will  placp  the  city  to  a  disadvan- 
tage. I  waDt  that  distinctly  uiicerstood.  Theoffi- 
oeis  representing  the  City  Govern  rneut  are  pru- 
dent, and  have  ascertained  tb?*t  it  will  be  an  ele- 
ment of  d  is  id  vantage  to  follow  out  those  restric- 
tions. I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that  if 
the  restrictions  are  adhered  to,  tt°.  city 
will  be  placed  at  a  disadvantage.  Hav- 
ing seen  our  mistake  I  flunk  we  would 
better  take  the  back  track,  and  leave  the  car- 
iyii]g  out  of  the  work  in  pioper  hands,  trusting 
and  believing  that  they  vill  ses  that  ihereisno 
wast-,  of  money.  That,  is  why  I  take  the  position 
I  do.  I  am  i.ot  fully  informed  of  the  details;  and 
I  don't  desire  to  know  them,  ard,  unless  I  have 
lost  faith  in  the  servants  of  -he  city,  I  will  vot* 
them  all  the  money  they  desne.  Wheu  I  snail 
have  lost  faith  io  them,  I  will  look  ouc  for  them. 
The  committee  think  it  wise  to  remove  tne  restric- 


tions, because  they  place  the  city  at  a  disadvan- 
tage, and  I  believe  they  are  right. 

The  ptevious  question  was  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  and  the  motion  to  sub- 
stitute the  minority  report  for  the  majority  was 
lost— yeas  14,  nays  61. 

Yeas— Anderson,  Beal,  Fitzgerald,  Guild,  Kim- 
ball, Lortog,  Page,  Peabody,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Thacber,  Wadsworth — li. 

Nays— Birrv,  Bent,  Brackett,  Buiditt,  Burgess, 
Cavley,  Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Curtis,  Cushman, 
Damon,  Deveteux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitz- 
pktnck,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Harngan,  Hicks, 
Hi-cock,  Howes,  Kellev,  Kingsbury,  Kinsley, 
Lappen,  Leighton.  Mobney,  Morrison.  Murray, 
Newton,  Nojes,  Osborne,  Parker,  Perkins,  Power, 
Rice,  >shaw,  Siblev,  Stacey,  Train,  Tiuli,  Wal- 
bnoge,  Waisn,  Whitcomb,  Wbitmore,  Wilbur, 
Willcurt,  Wilson,  Woods— 51. 

The  order  was  th*-n  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Flyun,  was  lost. 

Sent  up. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

The  special  assignment  ror  9  P.  M.,  viz.,  major- 
ity ana  minority  reports  on  avegttable  rnaiket 
(City  Doc.  Nos.  75  and  81),  <*a9  tak  a  up. 

Mi.  Flynn  of  Waid  7  moved  co  substiiute  the 
minority  for  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Wa>  i  11 — I  have  read  the  report 
of  the  majoiity  of  the  committte  quiie  carefullv, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  1  disagree  with  it  in 
almost  evory  feature.  When  this  matter  fiist 
came  uc  foi  aiscu  sio  .,  the  subject  at  i«sue  seem- 
ed to  be  whether  it  was  advisable  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  establish  i,  vegetable  manret, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  India-wbaif 
corporation  were  coing  a  sniilar  bu-iness  on 
thQir  own  accost—  bat  is,  whether  the 
ciiy  should  euter  i  to  competitio  :  with 
private  individuals  in  the  market  business.  This 
point  was  uud»r  discussion,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed ( and  hearings  were  had.  I  have  been 
I hrough  the  report  of  tne  majori  y,  and  I  don't 
li'iu  the  slightest  allusion  to  it  except  indirectly 
in  a  quotatian  from  the  report  of  a  committee 
come  teu  years  ago.  On  th?  other  hand,  tbey  as- 
sui  ;e  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  city  to  en.er  in- 
to the  vegerable-maiket  business,  and  that  Mer- 
cantile wharf  is  the  oest  locality,  and  tbere- 
fo.e  it  is  best  to  secure  it.  I  don't  know 
anything  about  the  location.  The  question  is 
whether  u  is  best  to  continue  tb°  market  busi- 
ness, and  o.i  that  point  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
not.  The  report  of  the  majority  is  highly  illogical, 
as  I  trust  I  may  be  able  to  show.  On  pages  9, 10 
and  11  the  committee  enter  into  a  long  discussion, 
filled  out  with  details  arc  figures,  to  show  tha-, 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  has  been  a  profitable 
pecuniary  investment  for  the  city  oi  Boston, 
and  that  during  the,  la  t  forty-four  years  it 
has  paid  eight  per  cent,  on  the  money  originally 
invested.  On  page  11,  quoritg  the  report  of  18G5, 
they  say— 

•'The  fact  so  often  advert  d  to.  that  the  stalls  in 
Faieuil  Ht;li  Marketaiwayscouoiand  a  premium, 
shows  that  the  demand  for  market  facilities  ex- 
ceeds the  supply,  &■  d  that  in  furnishing  them  the 
city  would  not  only  make  a  good  pecuniary  in- 
vestment, but  would  aid  in  incieasing  tne  supply, 
a'  d  thereby  lessening  the  price  or  ike  necessaries 
of  lit e." 

That  is,  the  committee,  by  inference,  would  lead 
one  to  believe  flat  if  the  city  secured  Mercantile 
wharf,  they  would  also  secure  £  property  that 
would  pay  eight  per  cent,  interest  on  the  inr<jst- 
ment,  as  Fa-ieuil  Hall  has  done.  On  page  P  they 
say— 

"But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  market 
at  India  wharf  will  be  permanent,  for  the  com- 
pany will  not  always  bs  satisfied  with  the  trifling 
income  which  the  rental  of  semds  yields  them. 
If,  theirfore,  at  he  expiration  of  the  lease"  which. 
Lave  b^en  give.",  or  dt  any  time  thereafter,  it  ran 
sell  or  use  its  land  so  as  to  bri;  g  a  larg  r  income, 
the  farmers  will  have  to  leturn  to  the  crowded 
streets,  unless  some  other  place  is  provided  by  the 
city." 

That  is,  the  city  of  Boston  can  c*rrv  on  the 
market  business  and  make  it  profitable,  and  if 
the  ludia-wburf  corporation  undertake  to  do 
the  same  thing,  they  would  fait.  The  com- 
mitters do  not  show  any  reason  for  drawing  any 
such  conclusion  as  this.  It  is  purely  a  statement 
without  any  facts  to  baclr  it  up.  But  even  admit 
that  the  figures  on  Faneuil  Hall  Market  are  cor- 
rect, has  the  market  been  a  success?  Was  it  es- 
taolished  to  inciease  the  value  of  the  property,  or 
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to  cheapen  tbe  prices  of  «the  articles  exchanged 
there  ?  I  have  in  my  hs  nd  two  slips  of  paper,  ooe 
from  the  Bosmjd  Herald  and  one  from 
the  New  York  Advertiser,  showing  tbe  prices 
of  provisions  in  the  t«  o  markets  on.  tue  same  day. 
By  comparing  them  I  fiao  there  is  a  difference  of 
ten  per  cent,  in  the  prices— ten  per  cent.  enes,per 
in  New  Xork  than  Boston.  Yet  the  committee  go 
on  to  sav — 

"But  the  Committee  oaFree  Markets  of  1865,  ia 
their  report  (City  Doc.  No.  100)  give  a.lable  show- 
ing the  prices  of  the  coief  commodities  in  Boston 
Albany,  INew  York  and  Philadelphia,  from  which 
it  appears  that  nearly  every  article  v-asat  that 
time  cheaper  in  Boston'  than  m  the  other  cities 
named.  This  committee  have  had  noevider.ee  of 
any  change  in  the  relation  ol  the  respective  prices 
in  these  cities  to  each  other." 

Now ,  sir,  it  n  ovtld  n't  have  need--  d  one  dav's  ex- 
amination to  convince  the  committee  of  the  un- 
truthfulness of  this-asseitiou.  It  is  not  trie  as 
they  give  it,  be  3ause  it  is  altogether  inference.  It 
i<  palpable  today,  as  shown,  that  the  prices  are 
less  in  New  York  than  in  Boston.  Taking  those 
commodities  whish  the  working  people  most 
nei-d— shoulder  of  muiton  in  New  York,  eight 
ceots;  in  Bosioo,ten;  round  of  beef,  eighteen 
cent*  there,  twenty  here  —  tlte  difference 
i*  ten  per  cent,  in  favor  of  New  York. 
These  aie  not  fancy  cuts  or  silt-edged 
pieces  of  b^ef;  they  are  wuat  the  poor  people  in 
this  city  buy,  *>  hat  the  working  people  desire;  it 
is  a  quality  of  food  that  suoalrt  be  pi '•cured  ar  tbe 
lowest  possible  price.  I  know  it  is  well  said  that 
the  leasoo  the  pii  f  s  of  beef  are  higher  in  Boston 
is  that  most  of  the  cattle  come  from  Kentucky, 
and  not  from  Texas  and  Nebias"  a  as  in  New  York. 
This  might  hold  good  in  tbe  higher  kvnos  ot  meat, 
but  not  in  the  lower  grades.  It  might  oe  brought 
uo  infixing  the  highest  pices,  though  it  cannot 
exist,  because  some  New  York  dealers  are  said  to 
cunie  to  Boston  to  buy  tbeir  supplies.  F.om  a 
somewhat  careful  consideration  of  this  subject,  I 
am  satisfied  that  buying  in  tbe  Boston  market  by 
New  York  buccheis  is  tar  1  ss  than  leported.  No 
doubt  it  is  cone  at  times,  but  it  is  at  times  when 
the  Boston  market  is  oversupplied  with  uaeat, 
which  is  scarcely  ever  the  case  in  New  York ;  but  I 
believ  that  the  sales  are  made  at  prices  lower  than 
rbtam  in  the  Boston  market  at  ths  time.  It  is 
following  out  the  system  of  tbe  dealer  in  oranges, 
who  when  the  market  was  glutted  threw  over- 
board one  cargo,  thmking  he  would  lose  moreon 
Ihe  general  decline  tha-1  be  would  ou  this  one  cargo. 
It  is  -aid  that  as  we  had  begun  with  the  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  and  inaugurated  this  system,  it  is  nec- 
essary that  we  should  cany  ir  on.  I  do  not  tbink 
there  is  any  force  10  this.  There  has  been  for 
years  past  a  univei sal  complaint  tnat  our  nation- 
al, State  ai.d  municipal  govercmects  aieslowiy 
comina  under  corrupt  influences  by  the  formutiou 
of  rings ;  and  I  ^  in  ot  opinion  that  the  only  way  to 
coirect  this  is  to  cm  tail  the  powers  of  government 
to  police  and  sanitary  regulations.  There  are 
some  measures  which,  from  their  universality, 
the  Government  should  uot  enter  into.  Mure 
than  this,  it  is  the  theory  of  our  Gov- 
ernment that  tbe  citize-s  should  be  al- 
lowed to  cany  on  the  business.  I  am  thorough- 
ly conviaced  of  the  fact  that  what  has  been  urged 
in  this  report  in  favor  of  a  vegetable  market 
might,  with  a  little  change  ot  pbraseology,  be 
urged  for  the  sale  of  coal,  boots  and  shoes,  or 
what  ave  called  the  necessities  of  life.  In  view  ot 
the  fact  that  efforts  are  being  made  to  restrict  tbe 
powers  of  government;  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
munieiual  msrkets  as  carried  on  in  this  city  have 
not  proved  a  success  to  the  people  at  large  ;in  view 
of  the  fact  that  our  syst -in  of  government  is  found 
ed  upou  the  principle  that  just  freedom  should  be 
given  to  piivate  enterprise,  I  say  that  this  ma- 
jority report,  which  is  neither  logical  noi  honest, 
should  not  be  passed. 

lVr.  Andeison  of  Ward  3  moved  to  specially  as- 
sign the  suoject  for  next  Monday  evening  at  S 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  make  the  time 
Thursday  evening,  at  8%  o'clock, 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17—1  trust  no  further 
postponement  will  be  matte.  If  gentlemen  have 
not  heard  many  arguments  upon  this  floor  they 
have  heard  arguments  elsewhere,  for  ano  against 
tnis  order,  and  I  believe  we  understand  the  sub- 
ject as  well  as  if  <ve  should  discuss  it  foui  weeks. 
I  trust  we  sb all  come  to  a  vote,  and  I  move  the 
previous  question. 
The  main  question  was  ordered. 


A  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  by  Mr.  Morrison  of 
Ward  9,  w^slost. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for  the 
majority  report  was  lost;  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority was  accepted  and  the  question  was  upon 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn  offered  aa  amendment  providing  for 
a  bond  for  the  sale  of  the  land'  "for  a  period  of 
three  years,"  instead  of  one  year. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  raised  the  point  that  the  main 
quesiion  hat)  been  ordered,  which  cut  off  amend- 
ments. 

A  biief  discussion  ensued,  and  trie  President 
ruled  the  point  not  well  taken,  as  the  previous 
question  was  oi  dered  on  the  accept  tnee  ot  the 
majority  report. 

During  the  discussion  Mr.  Flyno  moved  to  ad- 
journ, whicn  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  14  yeas  to  39 
nays. 

Mr.  Bracken  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail,  as  I  presume  the  effeet  will 
be  to  virtually  kiU  the  order.  I  don't  tbink  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  any  real-estate  owner 
would  be  willing  to  bond  his  lana  for  three  years. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16—1  hope  trie  amendment 
will  prevail.  This  is  a  subject  unon  which  there 
is  an  mnest  difference  of  opiuinn,  and  so  fui  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  am  verymuch  in  doubt  how  to 
vote.  The  main  consideration  that  precludes  me 
from  voting  for  the  order  is  that  the  price  of  the 
liLd  is  $4.75  a  foot.  I  understand  the  land  is  as- 
sessed at  §2.75.  Now  1  know  from  assessment* 
made  ou  land  in  Ward  16,  with  tbe  value  of  which 
1  am  familial,  that  the  assessors  have  either  been 
negligent  in  this  case,  or' over-zealous  in  Ward  16, 
whsie  some  land  will  not  bring  seventy-five  per 
cent,  of  its  present  valuation. 

Mr.  P^orrison  of  Ward  9 — I  would  simply  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  if  we  take  this  bond  we 
are  nor  obliged  to  buy  tbe  land  if  we  doa  t  want  it. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  ameudins.  t 
will  prevail  for  the  reason  that  only  wichin  a  short 
time  an  owr.er  in  Mercantile  wbarf  has  said  that 
ir.  was  the  intention  of  the  corporation  to  put  this 
land  upon  the  citv.  It  would  be  fooUsh  to  at- 
tempt- to  disguise  that  fact.  We  find  that  the 
whole  prouerty  ot  tne  Mercantile  Wbarf  Corpora- 
tion consists  of  248,850  feet,  and  was  assessed  in 
May,  1874,  at  §2.50  per  foot  on  162,350  feet,  am.  sev- 
entv-five  cents  per  foot  on  86,500  feet,  which  valu- 
ation the  corporation  di- puled.  Toe  market  value 
of  the  whole  propertv,  including  buildings,  was  iu 
May,  1874.  §189,000,  being  1400  shares  at  §135  pet- 
share,  as  returned  to  the  Tax  Commissioner  of  the 
State  by  tue  tre  .surer  of  the  corpoiation  ucder 
oath.  They  now  offer  to  sell  to  tbe  city  80,000  feet, 
or  less  than  one-third  of  their  land,  "at  §4.75  per 
foot,  amounting  to  the  enormous  sum  cf  §330,- 
000,  or  more  than  doub'e  the  s»oru  value  of 
their  whole  urooerty.  It  is  a  fact  that 
the  treasurer  did  no  before  tbe  Assessors  and  iry 
to  get  tbe  valuation  reduced.  I  think  the  city 
should  lequire  thetn  to  give  a  bond  for  the  sale 
of  the  land  iu  thiee  years,  as  well  as  the  lease  of 
it. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17— I  believe  the  city  will 
have  the  advantage  of  the  cjrpo.  ation  in  thi< 
matter.  Streets  have  been  laid  out  through  <  heir 
property  already,  atd  the  proprietors  agiee  not 
only  to  give  the  use  of  the  laud  fiee  for  three 
years,  but  to  pay  the  taxes  assessed  thereon,  so 
they  will  really  not  receive  any  income  fron  it 
dun:  g  those  taree  years.  These  matters  should 
all  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  city  should 
oeal  fairly  with  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Burdut  of  Ward  16 — It  seems  to  me  th  t 
tliers  is  great  incongruity  in  the  arrangement  of 
tbe  details  of  tnis  lease, "and  unless  the  amend- 
ment is  earned  I  shall  vote  against  the  order. 

Mr.  Deveieux  of  Ward  22 — This  question  is  so 
plain  that  I  cannot  see  how  gentlemeu  tail  lo  uu- 
ileisrand  it.  The  market  value  of  the  laud,  as 
stated,  is  §189.000,  and  now  ihev  ask  the  city  10 
purchase  one-half  that  territory  for  neaily  $400.- 
000.  For  one,  1  am  pi  spared  to  go  on  the  record 
voting  no  upon  that  queuion.  It  is  something 
as  reaily  afeiu  to  a  swindle  as  can  bs 
described".  lh-  owner."  ol  the  propcr'yand  the 
people  who  are  engag-d  in  the  restaurant  busi- 
ness are  trying  to  sell  this  land  to  the  city.  The 
company  are  trying  to  get  nearly  §100.000  cut  of 
the  citv."  when  tbeir  Wbols  capital  stock  is  loss 
than  §200.000.  Are  the  people  to  be  benefited  by- 
it?  I  answer  emphatically,  No,  sir.  Who  were  be- 
fore the  committee  to  give  evidence  on  this  ques- 
tion? Why  rtt.-r  11.  Brigham  was  one  ol  the 
first,  and  he  was  very  reluctant  to  sav  he  w  is 
worth    $500,000  or  $600.000 ;    he   w  as  there  to   say 
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what  was  a  fair  price  for  the  land..  Tht;n  there 
was  Arioch  Weut/'orth,  who  with  gieal.  gusto, 
stuck  his  thumbs  in  his  vest,  when  I  asked  him 
bow  much  be  was  worth,  and  he  said  from  $700,000: 
to  $1,000,000.  On  cross-examination  we  found  he 
had  p.operty  near  Mercantile  wuarf.  He  was 
teekiug '^is  private  pecuniary  interest.  Trie  peo- 
ple were  not  there;  they  are  satisfied  with  tha 
markets  we  have  between  India  and  Central 
wharves,  where  250  farmers  have  taken  leases 
tot  three  y  ais,  and  will  be  driven  from  a  place 
where  they  are  now  contented,  if  the  city  vote  to 
tuy  th's  lane.  1  don't  see  why  the  city  nhonld 
not  just  as  well  run  a  clothing  house,  or  eo  into, 
the  clothing  trade  as  to  go  into  toe  market  busi- 
ness. 

Mi.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— The  question  whether 
we  snoulu  have  free  markets,  whether  private  in- 
dividuals should  control  them,  or  the  city  take 
care  of  them,  is  not  the  question  for  this  Council , 
no?/.  All  the  arguments  the  gentleman  trom 
Ward  11  has  brought  here  in  regaru  to  the  sy  - 
tern  are  very  well  in  ihe  abstract;  but  we 
are  in  the  market  business.  If  the  gentle- 
man's s-ntiments  were  concurred  in  by  this 
Council,  all  the  markets  woulel  he  closed.  Tuat  is 
all  his  argumett.  The  market  system  h?.s  been 
tried,  profitably  in  Boston,  and  afer  experiments 
in  both  ways  it  has  been  concluded  that  the  in- 
cividual  best  calculated  to  control  the  sale  of 
meat,  fish  and  vegetables  is  the  city  of  Boston ; 
and  vve  have  tinallv  settled  down  to  it.  The  com- 
mittee found  the  city  in  the  maiket  business  and 
they  were  obliged  to  report  whether  or  not  it  is 
advisable  to  establish  a  vegetable  market  in  this 
place.  The  city  nad  the  free  use  of  certain  property 
on  India  street,  and  the  time  expiied  on  the  1st  of 
May.  The  question  cane  whether  th-  citv  should 
'  find  some  oihsr  place  to  locate  the  market  tem- 
poranly,  and  perhaps  ever  toady  buv  the  property 
and  perpetuate  fie  market.  The  Committee  on 
Markets  found  that  the  only  available  place  was 
th^  Mercantile-" harf  property,  which  was  uttered 
to  toe  city  for  three  years  tree  ot  rent,  and  the 
owiifs  agreeing  to  pay- the  taxes  assessed  on 
it  dining  that  time.  The  conmittee  thought 
that  tlie  India  Wharf  Corporation  were  Lot  so 
philanthr >pic  as  to  maii.tain  a  marke'.tbi  in- 
come fionf  ttlucb  would  not  pay  the  salary  of  the 
wharfinger.  They  have  $000,000  worth  of  land, 
with  two  hundred  sti  nds  at  a  maximum  rental  of 
$60  per  stand  oer  year,  or  $10,000  a  year  on  an  in- 
vestment of  $6000,000.  It  is  two  preposterous  to 
think  that  the  India  Wharf  Company  will  keep 
that  property  for  the  free  use  of  the  vegetable 
venders  of  Boston;  the  wharfinger  gaid 
they  woulci  do  nothing  of  the  kird.  As 
a  member  of  the  committee,  I  came'  tothe  con- 
clusion that  the  dealers  would  ultimately  be 
turned  out  ot  their  India-wharf  stands,  and 
would  come  to  the  city  ciying  for  a  place  io 
locate.  The  wharfinger  saio  thit  Washington 
square  would  be  a  good-place,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  ihink  he  thought  it  was  the  only  available 
pla?e  outside  of  Itdia  wharf.  The  committee  Bad 
nothing  to  do  with  the  proposed  bond.  They 
called  the  chairmen  of  the  committee*  on  Mar- 
k  ts  and  Streets,  aod  took  testimony  as  to  the 
value  of  the  land.  As  much  stress  has  been  laid 
on  this  subject,  if  gentlemen  wil'  consult  Docu- 
ment No.  75  they  will  ser.  what  the  Committee  on 
Markets  say : 

"As  i he  leas e  of  the  India-wharf  property  ex- 
pires ooihe  1st  of  May,  this  Boaid  is  now  called 
upon  to  determine  whether  it  shall  be  renewed 
upon  the  terms  offered  by  the  proprietois,  or 
whether  another  locality  shell  be  selected  upon 
ferns  more  favorable  to  the  city.  Numerous  pe- 
titions have  been  presented,  both  tor  and  against 
the  present  location;  aud  your  committee  h;ve 
given  the  subject  a  lone  ad  patim.t  investiga- 
tion, with  a  view  to  the  dfcterminatioa  of  the 
question  in  tin  nianner  best  cal  ulated  to  pro- 
mote the  present  and  future  interests  of  our  citi- 
zen'. The  pioprietors  of  the  India-wharf  prop- 
erty made  a  verbal  offer  to  lease  to  the  city 
tor  a  period  of  three  years,  about  one  hunnred 
thousand  feei  of  their  lann.in  consideration  of 
their  being  relieved  of  the  taxes,  amounting  to 
about  16000  per  annum.  Thi*  offtr  h  .s  since  been 
formally  withorawn,  and  the  committee  are 
not  informed  as  to  the  terms  upon  which 
the  lease  of  thess  grounds  would  be  renewed. 
The  Mercantile  Wharf  Coipoistlon  have  agreed 
to  give  the  city  the  fre  use  of  the  land,  bounded 
by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mercantile  street,  Clinton 
street  extended,  and  Richmond  street  extended, 


contaiuing  about  80,000  square  feet,  for  a  term  of 
three  years  from  May  1, 1875,  paying  all  the  taxes 
assessed  thsreon  during  that  period;  also  to  give 
a  bond  to  convey  the  lands  to  the  city  within  one 
year  from  the  first  of  May  for  the  sum  of  $4.75  per 
square  toot,  and  a  proportional  part  of  the  taxes 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  bond.  This  agiee- 
'  msnt  has  led  to  the  settlement  of  rhe  long-siand- 
ing  controversy  betweer.  the  corporation  and  the 
city,  mowing  out  of  the  construction  ot  Atlantic 
avenue.  The  corpoi  ation  is  to  pay  the  ci.y  $75,000 
tor  fi'ling,  sewerage  and. betterments,  give  all  of 
their  lands  included  within  the  lines  of  Clinton 
street  exten tied  in  a  straight  lin ft  to  Atlantic  av- 
enue, and  Richmond  stieet  extended  from  Mer- 
cantile street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  In  a  line  sub- 
stantially paiallei  with  Clinton  street.  By  this 
agreement  the  corporation  conveys  to  the  citj, 
free  of  expense,  30,137  feet  of  land,  which  is  taxed 
at  about  S2.75  per  foot." 

And  so  it  goes  onto  deal  with  this  question. 
We  asked  what  their  opinion  was  as  to  the  price 
of  the  land,  and  I  well  remember  the  answer  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets.  I-Is 
was  asked  it  he  thought  $4.75  per  foot  a  lea&ona- 
ble  jirice,  and  ne  answered  tha'  it  was.  Some- 
body as'ied  why  the  assessors  lid  n't  consider  it 
worth  so  much/ana  he  sai  ',  "I  consider  myself  as 
good  a  judge  of  the  value  of  land  as  acy  green  man 
coming  up  here  to  Ciiy  Hall  and  soliciting  a  place 
merely  to  get  a  salary."  The  Street  Coma  issionei  s 
said  tne  company  t.  ied  to  make  them  believe  the 
land  was  woitu  $5  a  foot,  hut  tbi  y  came  town  to 
$4.75.  The  original  order  was  merely  to  accept 
i lie  proposition  to  lease  the  land  for  thiee  years, 
but  the  chairman  ot  the  Committee  on  Markets 
thought,  it  might  he  well  in  the  future  1 1  buy  this 
land,  and  they  agr°ed  to  give  a  bond  for  the  sale 
of  the  land.  The  city  need  n't  buv  the  1  udif  it 
don't  want  ir.  The  order  gives  the  tree  use  of 
the  property  to  the  city  for  thi»e  years,  ao>l 
there  is  no  busim  ss  man  in  this  Cojnrii  out  would 
willingly  rake  such  an  offer.  The  corporation  is 
bound  to  sell  to  the  citv  at  the  eni  of  one  year,  if 
the  city  wants  it,  but  the  city  is  not  ooliged  io 
buy.  If  that  is  n't  a  fail  propositior,  I  don't  Know 
what  is.  The  committee  took  iheir  views  from 
tnose  who  knew  better  than  they  did.  From  those 
who  came  before  us  for  argument,  we  did  n't  get 
half  the  evidence  we  wanted;  it  wa:  about  the  p:  ice 
of  potatoes,  and  not  about  the  necessity  tor  a  mar- 
ket there.  Iaskeo  them  about  that,  but  they  didn't 
know  about  it.  I  don't  think  it  is  any  argument 
agai  st  the  majority  report  that  a  man  worth  a 
mii'ion  dollars  came  up  to  advocate  it.  If  a  man 
paying  taxes  on  a  million  dollars  in  this  city 
atlvoeates  this  order  I  think  it  is  rather  evidence, 
in  favor  of  its  passage 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Flyon  (providing  that 
the  oond  for  the  sale  or  the  land  shall  be  for 
three  years)  was  adopted — 27  for,  23  against— ana 
the  order  was  pas-ed  ia  the  folio  pi  jg  form: 

Ordered,  Thar  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  au- 
thoiized  to  establish  a  maiket  for  the  sale  of  pro- 
visions ana  perishable  produce  on  the  lands 
owned  by  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation,  sit- 
uated and  lying  between  Atlantic  avenue  and 
Mercantile  street,  coutaming  80.000  square  feet, 
more  or  less,  with  authority  to  make  regulations 
for  the  control  and  management  thereof,  to  the 
same  extent  that  said  Board  is  oo.v  authorized  by 
ordinance  to  make  legulatious  concerni  g  Fan- 
euil  Hall  Market;  provided  that  the  said  Mercan- 
tile Wharf  Corporation  will  give  tb-  city  a  lease 
of  said  lauds  five  of  tent,  for  a  period  ot  three 
years  from  the  first  cay  ot  May,  1875,  and  will 
agree  to  pay  the  taxes  assessei  thereon  by  the 
city  during  the  term  of  said  lea^e,  and  will  also 
give  a  bond  to  convex  the  said  lands  to  the  city  at 
any  tiaie  within  a  period  of  three  yeai*  from  the 
first  day  of  May,  1875,  to.-  the  sum  of  four  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  square  foot,  and  a  pro- 
portional part  of  the  taxes  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  bond.  And  the  Mayor  i<  hereby  au- 
thorized, in  behalf  of  the  city,  to  execute  the  said 
lease  fiou  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corooration. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Sampson  of 
Waid  10,  was  lost. 

Sent  up. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson,  the- 
oner  for  a  transfer  of  $12,000  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  foi  Markets,  for  the 
purpose  of  grading,  for  market  purposes,  the 
lands  leased  to  the  city  bv  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Corporation,  was  taken  from  the  table  ana  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  concur- 
rence. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


OPEN  AIR  CONCERTS. 

Mr.  Wilsoo  of  Ward  12  ottered  tne  following: 

OrdPred.  That  Messrs. ,  with  such  as  the 

Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
provide  evening  concerts  during  the  two  ensuing 
months  upon  the  Common  and  public  squires  of 
the  citv,  toe  expense,  not  exceeding  $3000,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Ex- 
penses. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Cawley,  Mr. Wilson 
said  his  object  was  to  have  the  distribution  of  the 
music  equaly  in  all  parts  of  tne  city. 

The  rule  was  suspended  a,nd  the  order  passed— 
yeas  47,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Beal,  Bent, 
Brackett,  Burge:s,  Cawley,  Coyle,  Curtis,  Cush- 
ing,  Damon,  Devereux,  Edwaids,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  ftoldthwait,  Hick?,  Hiscock, 
Howes,  Kelley,  Kimball,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley, 
Lappen,  Moo^iey,  Murray,  Newton.  Noyes,  Os- 
borne. Parker,  Power,  Rice,  Sibley,  Spraeue, 
Stacey,    Sweetser,     Train,     Trull,     Wadsworth, 


Walbridge,  Walsh,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Will- 
cutt,  Wilson— 47. 

Nay3 — Messrs.  Burdiit,  Morrison,  Perkins, 
Sampson,  Wilbur— 5. 

sent  up. 

Messrs.  Wilson  of  Waid  12,  Noyes  of  Ward  5 
and  Train  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  on  said 
committee. 

EXCURSION. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  offered  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  the 
President  and  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil bs  appointed  to  mate  arrangements  tor  an  ex- 
cursion of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  assessed 
upon  and  borne  by  the  members. 

Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Messrs.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  Morris-on  of  .Ward  9, 
Cawley  of  Ward  2,  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  and  Sta- 
cey of  Waid  21  were  appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Paiker  of  Ward  14,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    13,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Public  "Weigher — William  A.  Roundy. 

Special  Police  Officers— Matthew  J.  Callahan, 
Eastern-avenue  Bridge;  Patrick  Magovem,  35 
Hawkins  street  and  its  vicinity ;  B.  B.  Keyes,  Old 
South  Church  and  its  vicmuy. 

PROPOSED  STATUE  OF  JOSIAH  QUINCY. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston : 
Gentlemen — In  1861  the  city  received,  under  the 
will  of  Jonathan  Phillips,  the  sum  of  $20,000,  the 
income  from  which  was  to  be  expended  in  adorn- 
ing and  embellishing  the  streets  and  public  puces. 
In.  accepting  the  bequest  the  City  Council  author- 
ized the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Siayor,  to  expend  the  income  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  trust.  No  expenditure  has 
been  made  from  the  income  ut  to  this  time,  and 
the  amount  subject  to  the  order  of  your  Board  on 
the  first  of  May  last  was  $18,160,  a  sum  sufficiently 
large  to  make  it  proper  for  you  to  consider  the 
manner  in  which  the  wishes  of  the  testaror 
shall  be  executed.  Although  the  City  Govern- 
ment can,  under  the  terms  of  the  will, 
spend  the  money  annually  for  adornments 
of  a  temporary  character,  it  would  seem 
to  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
the  trust  to  invest  it  only  in  permanent  works  of 
art  or  beauty,  and  this  I  conceive  to  have  Deen 
the  object  of  those  who  have  preceded  us  allowing 
the  fund  to  accumulate  until  it  could  be  expended 
in  a  manner  to  do  honor  to  tne  generosity  of  the 
founder.  In  calling  your  attention  to  the  subject 
at  this  time,  permit  me  to  suggest  that  ttri>  money 
affords  an  opportunity  for  carrying  out  a  proposi- 
tion which  has  been  frequently  made,  namely,  to 
eresca  status  in  front  o£  the  City  Hall,  on  the 
right  of  the  entrance  from  School  street.  Among 
those  who  have  been  mentioned  as  desei  ving  sub- 
jects for  such  commemoration,  Josiah  Quincy 
stands  foremost  in  the  extent  ana  value  of  ser- 
vices rendered  this  municipality ;  and  there  would 
be  a  special  fitness  in  usiug  this  money  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  him  honor. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  to  a 
special  coniiniitee,  consisting  ot  Aldermen  Pres- 
cott, Pope  and  Viles. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

The  orders  of  notice  on  expediency  of  construct- 
ing sewers  in  Everett  avenue,  Dorchester;  ill  Han- 
cock street,  between  Dudley  and  Columbia  streets; 
in  Walnut  avenue,  between  Cobden  street  and  Eg- 
leston  square;  and  io  Townsend  street,  between 
Codmau  park  and  Washington  street,  were  con- 
sidered, and  no  one  appearing  to  object  thiy  were 
recommitted  to  the  Cotumitiee  on  Seweis. 

Orders  of  notice  of  intention  to  take  lands  for 
sewers  from  the  parties  named  were  considered, 
as  follows:  Stepheu  M.  Allen,  for  the  Notre 
Dame-street  sewer;  Henry  Humphrey,  Charles  A. 
Gieeu  and  Benjamin  Burlingame,  for  the 
Humphrey-street  sewer;  J.  Amory  Cocman 
and  the  heirs  of  Henry  Codnian,  for  the  Brsa:- 
doo-street  sewer;  John  G.  Albright  and  other 
persons  unknown,  tor  the  Albright-court  sewer; 
Charhs  A.  Green  and  other  persons  unkuown, 
for  the  Berkeley-place  and  Hainlet-street  sewer. 

On  the  Note  Dame-street  sewer,  Stephen  M. 
Allen  said  that  so  far  as  the  right  of  way  is  con- 
cerned he  would  convey  the  fee  to  tbe  city,  leav- 
ing no  objection  to  that;  but  he  saw  no  uecessity 
for  the  sewer  in  that  and  other  streets  in  the 
vicinity. 

No  one  else  appeared  to  object,  and  the  orders 
were  severally  recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Robert  Codman, 
for  a  sewer  io  Kilby  street  near  Exchange  place. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street Ihstrict.  Alvin  G.  Bartlett,  notice 
of  surrender  to  the  city  of  his  land  on  Fellowes 
street. 


To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Herman  Frank- 
insteic,  for  license  as  pawnbroker. 

John  C.  Stiles,  for  leave  to  extend  tis  line  of 
omnibuses  from  the  corner  of  Hawley  and  Sum- 
mer streets  through  Summer  to  High  street  and 
through  High  street  to  Rowe's  wharf  on  Atlantic 
avenue,  and  return. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  Thomas  Keyes,  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  58  Broadway. 
Ward  7. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Henry  Co- 
hen, to  be  paia  for  injury  dote  to  his  son  during 
passage  of  procession  of  June  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  tor  leave  to  occupy  wooden 
stables  as  follows :  William  Boyd, new,  one  horse, 
18  Notre  Dame  street;  C.  D.  Hubbard,  new,  six 
horses,  Terrace  avenue,  Ward  1 ;  Mrs.  M.  Harrrng- 
tQo  (occupy  and  move),  four  horses,  on  Wall 
street,  rear  292  Bunker  Hill  lane;  Daniel  Sharkey, 
old  stable,  two  horses,  at  517Medford  street,  Ward 
22;  J.  T.  Dacey,  new  stable,  two  horses,  Neponset 
avenue,  Ward  16;  Joseph  H.  Beal,  new  stable, 
two  horses,  Whitfield  street,  corner  Wheatland 
avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  William  R.  Cav- 
anagh,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
179  and  181  West  Broadway  to  corner  of  C  and 
Bolton  streets. 

Petitions  for  Brick  Sidewalks — Horatio  B.  At- 
nold,  23  West  Cottage  street;  William  H.  Bangs, 
Crescent  avenue,  near  Carleton  street;  Margaret 
Lynch,  204-208  F  street ;  Henry  C.  Short,  21  West 
Cottage  street;  Patrick  Murphy,  118-122  Cabot 
street. 

Mary  Barry,  for  abatement  of  edgestone  assess- 
ment at  corner  of  Bolton  and  D  streets,  South 
Boston. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  grantiug  thirty-ninth  location  of  Metro- 
politan Railroad,  viz.,  a  turnout  on  Tremont 
street,  near  Hillside  atenue.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE     COMMON    COUNCIL     FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petition  of  J.  W.  Kimball.     Referred. 

Ordinance  in  addition  to  an  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  streets,  provioing  for  the  removal  of  snow 
and  ice  from  sidewalks  of  tenement  houses. 
Passed. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Water,  with  orders: 
1.  To  accept  chapter  202  of  acts  of  1875,  relat- 
ing to  a  sewer  in  Mystic  Valley.  2.  To  ac- 
cept chapter  400  of  acts  of  1874,  relating  io  con- 
struction of  storage  basins  in  the  Mystic  Valley. 
Report  accepted  and  orders  passed. 

Orrier  to  amend  tbe  Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of 
the  City  Council  by  providing  for  joiut  committee 
of  two  Alderui'ii  and  three  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Cou.cil  on  the  City  Registrar's  Department. 
Passed. 

Executive  communication  nominating  William 
H.  Whittuore  and  William  S.  Aupleton  as  record 
commissioners,  pursuant  to  proyision-=  of  ordi- 
nance passed  July  6, 1875,  and  confirmation  of  same 
by  tbe  Council.    Concurred. 

Orders  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.. 
to  expend  $228  for  rustic  flower  stands; 
$195.56  for  fountain  on  Independence  square, 
etc.;  $650  for  coucrete  walks  and  $400  for  sods; 
said  sums  to  be  tiausferred  froxn  appropriation 
for  Labor  on  Common,  etc.,  came  up,  referred  to 
Committee  on  Finance.    Concurred. 

Order  to  convey  to  Samuel  Marshall  sereuty 
feet  of  laud,  with  fence,  adjoining  the  Qiuncv 
S;hool  estate,  on  payment  therefor  of  $5  per 
square  foot.    Passed. 

The  order  heretofore  passed  by  tbis  Board  to 
establish  a  Produce  Market  on  MVrca'Jtile  wharf 
came  up  concurred,  with  this  amendment—  strike 
our  the  words  "one  jear  from  the  first  day  of  May. 
1875,"  and  insert  "said  period  of  three  years."' 
(See  City  Doc.  No.  75.)    Concurred. 

LIQUOR    LICENSES. 

An  order  came  up  fo/  tbe  License  Commission- 
ers to  report  to  the  Citv  Council  the  names  and 
places  of  busiuess  of  all  persons  wbo  have  applied 
to  them  for  licenses;  also  the  names  ana  places  of 
business  of  all  persons  to  whom  licenses  have 
been  granted,  together  with  tbe  classes  of  such 
licenses;  and  that  Similar  reports  be  bt-reafrei 
made  monthly. 

Alaeiman  Worthiugtou  moved  that  the  order 
be  laid  ou  the  table. 

Alderman     Power      believed     an      indefiuue 

postponement   the   proper   action.     As    it     was 

ornethiug  of   which  the  City  Couucil  hare  n  o 
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control,  he  did  not  believe  in  wasting  time  over 
it. 

Alderman  Worthiigto.i  said  that  while  he 
would  probably  agree  with  that  suggestion, 
coartesv  for  the  Council  demanded  that  cue  Board 
should  take  a  little  time  tu    conside.    the    order. 

Alderman  Prescott  sail  he  -vould  have  some- 
thing to  say  on  the  question  of  indefinite  post- 
ponement, though  not  objecting  t:>  the  order  ly- 
ing on  the  'aide. 

The  oid  ei  was  laid  on  the  table — 6  for,  5  against. 

SWETT  STREET. 

A  report  of  Committee  on  Streets  recommend- 
ing passage  of  order  to  rescind  so  much  of  the  or- 
der for  the  construction  of  Swett  street  as  pro- 
vices  thatno  part  of  the  money  shall  be  expended 
until  (he  grade  of  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioner.,  or  an  agreement  between  the  railroad 
audcity;  also  a  minority  repot t,  lecoinniendiug 
the  lecotnmitmev.t  of  ti.e  subject. 

The  que  tion  was  on  concurrence  i  i  tne  passage 
of  the  order  recommended  bv  the  majority. 

Alderman  Prescott— 1  mov-  that  the  considera- 
tiof  of  the  subject  be  postponed  till  the  next 
meeiu.g  of  theBoaid,  at  five  o'clock  P.M.  My 
reasons  are  the  same  thar  were  so  well  given  by 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  at  the  last  meeting 
for  laying  over  the  order  1.1  regard  to  the  Water 
Power  Company :  The  city  entered  into  a  contrast 
with  the  Water  Power  Company,  and  it  is  now 
propo  ed  to  make  a  change  lu  the  terms  of  settle- 
meiir  with  the  company.  This  order  tor  laving 
out  Swett  street  was  passed  by  the  City  Council 
with  certain  restrictions  and  conditions  which 
this  order  propose*  to  alter.  For  one  I  would  like 
more  time  to  look  into  it  than  I  could  give  to  the 
subject  during  the  past  week. 

Aloer.nan  Worthington — It  sterns  to  me  that 
this  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  City  Government 
hive  had  time  enough  to  consider  this  subject  of 
Swett  street,  ana  that  we  are  sufficiently  ported 
to  pass  this  order  and  couoroeoce  the  wo.k,  so  that 
itmiybe  pushed  ahead  (his  summer.  It  will  be 
reinenbered  that  the  abuttets  on  Swett  street 
that  is  to  be  have  given  bonds  amounting  to 
$80,000  in  cash  and  $40,000  in  l.nd,  to  be  paid  in 
case  the  street  is  built  before  the  l«c  of  July, 
1876;  they  will  pay  that  amount  o(  money 
and  give  tli»t  quantity  of  laud.  If  it  is  not 
finished  ;.t  that  time,  we  lose  that  money.  This 
subject  has  been  before  the  Government  tor  Lear- 
lyayear;  i  might  sa..  almost  once  every  \wek, 
audi  may  say  once  a  month  at  least,  the  Altier- 
man  has  been  here  and  debated  it,  ami  I  have  no 
doubt  he  is  well  ported  upon  it,  foi  when  an  im- 
portant matter  comes  no  he  is  generally  well  in- 
formed upon  it.  Ic  is  well  known  that  this  is  a 
repeal  of  a  single  clause  in  regard  to  the  Boston, 
Hatttord  &  Erie  Railroaa,  vbich  is  now 
in  a  tiausitiou  -tate,  a  d  the  trustees  <ie 
uuable  to  make  any  contracts.  If  the  matter  cou- 
tinues  in  this  way  we  shall  lose  everything  we  ex- 

fiect  to  gain  by  the  bonds.  The  case  is  precisely  this : 
t  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Boston,  j.ud  not 
lor  the  be.iefit  of  the  railroaa,  who  are  cooiei  ted 
as  they  are.  The  ciiy  ought  not  to  call  upon  them 
to  s;;end  mouey  tin-re,  for  the  reason  thitt  the  rail- 
road tr-ck  is  in  good  condition,  and  we  require 
it  to  be  raised  for  the  improvement  ot  the  whole 
territoiv.  There  is  no  i  eason  why  we  should  call 
unon  the  road  to  speud  five,  ten  or  fifie-su  thou- 
sand dollars  to  raise  theii  track  any  more  than 
we  would  a  private  citizen.  There  is  a  clause  in 
toe  origin  j1  order  lequirmg  the  committee  to  ne- 
gotiate with  tllem,  which  I  think  «  ould  amount 
to  nothing,  for  the  reason  that  they  will  decline, 
for  good  cause,  to  pay  money  for  the  improve- 
ment of  that  le'ritoiy  for  t.ie  citizens  of  Boston. 
This  improvement  is  to  benefit  the  propeity  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  «,ud  not  the  railroad.  There- 
fore I  hope  the  order  will  pass  todav,  and  that  the 
impioveme..t  will  be  completed  before  the  1st  of 
July,  that  we  may  bring  all  that  territory  to  an  in- 
creased valuation  for  taxation.  I  can  uoc  only  see  a 
gain  to  toe  city  of  Be  ton  in  an  increased  value 
of  the  property  tor  taxation,  but  tneie  will  be  a 
positive  benefit  in  our  being  abU-  to  nut  a  seser 
through  there  to  carry  off  the  se.vatre  toat  is  so 
much  complained  of  at  tne  South  End.  Only  last 
week  an  order  was  put  in  here  to  spend  $10,000  to 
dredge  Roxbury  Canal,  which  must  be  done  at 
once.  There  is  no  escape  from  it— it  is  so  gre?.t  a 
nuisance  to  the  city.  If  Swett  street  is  carried 
thro-igo  -/te  can  put  in  a  sewer  there,  and  carry 
the  sewage  from  West  Roxburv  and  the 
Highlands     out     to     deep     water;  '     and     we 


cannot  do  that  too  soon.  We  how  have 
commissioners  specially  appointed  to  consider 
this  sewerage  question ;  they  have  had  a  meeting 
here  today,  and  one  of  the  leading  features  of  the 
sy  stem  that  they  will  recommend  will  be  that  this 
sewer  be  carried  through  to  deep  water  at  the 
eailiest  possible  moment.  Therefore,  I  ho..e  we 
shall  considei  the  order  today,  and  pass  it. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  hope,  sir,  that  this  matter 
wi.l  be  argued  and  explained  today,  if  it  can  be, 
rather  than  have  it  postponed  till  the  next  m.  et- 
ing.  It  seems  to  ne  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  this  matter  and  that  of  the  contract 
with  the  Water  Power  Company.  J  hat  was  rather 
a  complicated,  matter,  requiring  a  good  deal  of 
study  10  understand,  and  gentlemen  who  were  not 
in  i  he  Government  last  year  »ere  justified  in  ask- 
ing for  a  week's  delay.  In  ibis  case,  it  seems  to 
me,  the  poiirt  in  the  pioviso  is  narrowed  down  to 
a  vetv  simple  one  which  every  oi.e  can  unuer- 
staod— Shall  we  or  shall  we  not  proceed  to  spend 
.  ny  money  before  the  Railtoaa  Commissioners 
have  marie  this  decision?  I  confess  I  am  not  at 
this  moment  eon vi  iced  as  to  the  propriety  of  this 
amendment;  but  I  think  I  cau  be  convinced 
whether  or  not  the  city  is  safe  id  going  on  and 
spending  the  mouey  witnout  making  this  agree- 
ment betoren  nd  or  not.  The  question  seems  so 
simple  that  gentlemen  must  be  callable  of  explain- 
ing it  this  afterioon,  so  that  v  e  may  act  unon  it 
intelligently.  I  think  it  ought  not  tobe?post- 
poued,  for  if  we  are  going  to  take  action  at  all,  it 
should  be  done  at  once. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  did  n't  make  the  motion  I 
did  for  the  sake  of  factious  opposition  to  this  or- 
der. My  viewj  have  bt-en  fully  expressed  in  for- 
mer times;  but  I  desired  further  time  to  look  in- 
to the  proposed  amendment,  anJ  I  supposed  that 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  15  and  tne  Committee  on 
Stieets  wouid  give  us  some  information  upon  that 
point,  oi  in  regard  to  the  conditions  which  it  is 
proposed  to  strike  out.  I  have  heard  nothing 
about  that;  but  he  spoke  upon  the  general  merits 
of  the  Swett-street  project.  I  am  now,  as  I  have 
been,  opposed  to  dumping  hair  a  million  dollars 
into  the  South  Bay,  especial  y  when  the  City  Audi- 
tor tells  us  we  can  only  iacrease  our  city  debt  two 
or  three  million  dollars,  A  .great  deal  has 
betn  said  about  the  sewer  in  Swett  street, 
and  che  Alderman  from  Ward  15  gives 
us  some  information  i.  rse:a(a  to  tne  report  of  the 
commissioners  who  were  appointed  by  the  Mayor. 
I  should  like  to  ;i£k  the  gentleman  if  be  speaks 
authoritatively  when  he  scys  this  will  be  among 
the  first  tbii.gs  those  comnn-sioners  will  recom- 
mend. 1  did  n't  kno.v  that  they  bad  so  far  ad- 
vanced in  theii  business.  For  one,  I  desire  to  be 
put  upon  record  at  tois  time  as  .jelisving  that  this 
sewer  iu  Swett  street  will  never  be  emit— will 
never  be  recommended  by  the  commissioners. 
But  the  main  question  is  whether  we  should  strike 
out  that  amendment  which  was  deemed  so  im- 
portant by  the  Common  Council  as  to  be  inserted 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It  required  a  two- 
thirds  vote  or  che  CommDu  Council  to  pass  the 
order  with  that  amendment.  I  understand  it  has 
been  ruled  that  an  amendment  of  that  kind  can 
be  stiicken  out  by  ,,  majority  vote.  If  that  be  so 
I  trunk  as  a  matter  of  piinciple  in  regard  to  the 
rules  of  the  City  Council  that  it  should  require  a 
two-thircs  vote.  I  don't  see  any  yeas  and- 
nays  repotted  upon  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  we  do  strike  out  this  amendment,  we  are 
entering  upon  the  building  of  this  street  without 
knowing  what  the  full  cost  will  be.  It  provides 
for  the  buildiig  of  Swett  street  from  Albany 
street  lo  th6  raiboad  on  the  ote  side,  and  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  the  railroad  on  the  other 
side,  leaving  the  matter  of  whether  the  street  is 
going  under  or  over  the  railroad  entirely  un- 
known. It  is  in  entirely  diffeie-t  plan  from  any 
on  which  the  city  of  Bostoo  has  launched  hereto- 
fore. We  have  generally  known  what  we  aie 
doing.  This  matter  was  brought  into  the 
Council  this  time  in  a  peculiar  manner. 
The  original  order  was  passed,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  were  entirely  satisfied  with 
the  amendment  that  w  as  inserte  i  by  the  Common 
Council :  and  no  member  of  that  committee  has 
reported  to  the  City  Council  that  it  was  nol  r'ght 
and  proper.  This  order  was  inttoduced  into  the 
Common  Council  by  a  gentleman  who  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Stieets;  it  was  re- 
fer! ed  to  that  committee;  they  had  the  subject 
before  them,  and  now  they  have  reported  iu  favor 
of  the  change  without  giving  a  reason  in  favor  of 
it.  If  it  was  so  ne  essary  to  make  the  change  in  so 
short  a  time,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Committee  on 
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Streets  sfcoul J  have  come  to  the  Government  and 
said  it  was  impossible  (o  build  the  street  under 
the  conditions  imposed.  But  the v  did  not,  and 
nothing  was  said  of  rescinding:  this  amehdment 
until  the  order  was  introduced  into  the  Common 
Council  by  a  member  entirely  foreign  from  that 
committee.  If  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
are  content  witti  this  thing,  I  don't  desire  to  make 
any  further  opposition  to  it. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  presume  it  is  too  late  to  talk 
about  the  importance  of  building  Swett  street, 
because  it  has  been  passed  upon  by  the  members 
of  this  Board  before.  It  has  been  discussed  more, 
or  less  for  the  last  three  years ;  it  wa°  fully  dis- 
cussed at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  order, 
and  was  passed  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  I 
am  cot  certain  whether  more  than  one  member 
of  this  Board  opposed  its  passage  or  not. 

Alderman  Prescott— Two. 

Alderman  Clark — It  was  considered  of  sufficient 
importance  tber>,for  ten  out  of  twelve  members 
ot  this  Board  to  vote  foi  it.  But  when  this  rider 
was  put  upon  it  by  its  opponents  in  rhe  Common 
Council,  the  amendment  was  not  opposed  by  the 
membeis  of  this  Board.  I  doubt  very  much  wheth- 
er the  amencment  would  have  been  passed  by 
this  Board  originally.  But  it  was  passed  in  the 
Common  Council,  and  it  came  down  heie  and  was 
adopted  because  it  was  not  deemed  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  opposed.  The 
amendment  proposed  that  no  parr,  of  the 
money  should  be  expended  until  the  grade 
had  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &Erie  Railroad  and  the  City  Government,  or 
they  failing  to  agree,  it  had  been  established  by 
the  Railroad  Commissioners.  That  riaer  was  put 
upon  it  by  its  opponents  in  the  Council  Chamber. 
It  was  accepted  by  the  friends  of  the  measure  in 
the  Common  Couacil.  But  notwithstanding  this 
rider  bad  been  attached  to  it,  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  voted  in  solid  mass — all  the  mass  they 
could  muster— against  it,  and  yet  it  was  passed  by 
a  two-thirds  vote.  It  would  be  very  well  indeed 
if  an  arrangement  could  be  mads  "with  the  rail- 
road to  raise  thi*  giade  at  their  own  expense ;  but 
it  is  a  most  preposterous  idea  for  any  one  to  sup- 
pose that  an  arangeinent  of  tbatdescriptiou  conld 
have  been  made.  Their  grade  is  already  estab- 
lished. They  ate  ruumng  their  cars  there 
today,  and  have  bean  doing  so  fov  the  last 
ten  or  fifteen  y:-ais.  That  grade  is  all  that 
they  ask  tor.  Tbey  don't  "'ish  to  have  the 
grade  lowered  or  raised  for  their  own  accommo- 
dation; but  tbey  generously  and  willingly  say  to 
the  city,  "If  you  wish  to  have  this  grade  raised  we 
will  be  put  to  the  inconvenience  and  trouble  of 
having  it  done  j  but  for  the  raising  of  fie  grade, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  for  vour  benefit  and  our  injury, 
you  must  pay  for  the  earth  that  is  put  in  there." 
That  is  the  understanding  tb*t  has  been  made  be- 
tween us.  The  agreement  was  tha;  the  grane  should 
be  thirty  feet,  as  fixed  by  the  Straet  Commissioners 
in  making  up  their  estimates  for  the  cost  of  build- 
ing Swett  street.  Since  this  matter  has  been 
passed  upon,  and  it  has  been  decided  by  the  City 
Gov.- rn  ment  ro  build  Swett  street,  they  have  re- 
affirmed that  agreement  with  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners. They  are  satisfied  with  the  grade  of 
30,  and  whenever  the  city  chooses  to  laise 
their  track  to  that  gr?„r.e  they  are  willing  it  should 
be  done.  Now  the  reason  whv  this  proposition 
was  not  put  in  when  the  agreement  was  made 
between  the  Committee  oh  Street:,  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad  is  simply  this:  the 
railroad  is  in  a  transition  state  and  has  been  for 
the  last  three  months  daily  expecting  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  hands  of  the  trustees  into  the 
hands  of  the  new  corporation,  to  be  called  Che 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company. 
More  than  three  months  ago  we  saw  Mr.  Hart,  the 
president,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  the  general  ma.  ager  of 
the  road,  aud  they  stated  that  grade  30  wis 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  them,  but  that  inasmuch 
as  the  construction  of  this  street  was  for  the  bei.efit 
of  the  city,  of  course  when  the  grade  was  raised 
they  should  ask  the  city  to  pay  for  it.  They 
would  suffer  all  rhe  inconvenience  of  being  raised 
upon  the  trestle  work  and  having  the  filliug  put 
in,  and  whenever  it  was  of  the  slightest  benefit  to 
them  they  would  pay  their  proportion  of  the  ex- 
pense. That  they  stated  verbally  to  the  coaimit- 
tee.  Tbey  stated  furthermore  that  they  expect- 
ed that  this  transition  woulo  be  made  the 
next  week,  and  they  preferred  that  the 
New  York  &  New  Engla'ud  Railroad  Com- 
pany   should    make    this    agreement    with    the 


city  instead  of  with  the  trust-res  of  the 
Boston,  Haitford  &  Erie  Railroad.  Although  tha 
management  would  be  almost  the  same,  they  pre- 
ferred that  the  transfer  should  be  made  by  cbe 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company. 
That  was  two  months  ago.  Now,  if  members 
have  kept  the  run  of  the  court",  they  will  find  that 
the  matter  was  decided  hsre.  Then  it  went  up  to 
Rhode  island,  and  there  it  wis  settled.  Then  it 
went  to  Connecticut  and  another  delay  was 
caused,  until  the  Committee  on  Streets  and  the 
Street  Commissioners  find  that  thc  year  is  pass- 
ins  awsy,  and  the  time  is  fast  runniog  out  when 
this  street  must  be  completed  in  order  to  secure 
the  land  and  betterments  which  the  abutters 
have  agreed  to  pay  to  the  city.  It  is  not  impossi- 
ble that  this  transter  will  be  d.  layed  during  an- 
other yea-.  Meantime  tte  year  is  fast  passing 
aw„y,  and  it  has  been  decided  by  this  Govern- 
ment to  lay  out  the  street  and  build  it,  acd  in  or- 
der to  take  the  first  steps  it  is  necessary  to  have 
this  restriction  rescinne-J.  This  vote  oi  amend- 
ment, which  it  is  proposed  to  rescind,  prohibited 
the  expenditure  of  any  money  until  the  grade  had 
been  agreed  upon  between  the  railioad  companv 
and  the  city.  The  grade  is  substantially  agreed 
upon,  gentlemen  ;  it  is  to  be  grade  30.  Now.  it  is 
well  known,  in  the  estimates  which  were  made 
for  tne  construction  of  this  street,  on  account  of 
the  dulness  of  the  times  and  the  much  1  iwer  rates 
at  which  men  can  be  obtained  to  labor,  that  the 
cost  can  be  very  much  reduced,  since  work  can  be 
done  at  twenty-five  to  thirty-lhree  per  cent,  less 
than  it  was  estimated  for.  Theie  is  no  question 
about  it  at  all.  The  estimates  were  for  iix  or 
seven  dollars  per  squa.e  aod  it  can  now  be  con- 
tracted for  from  four  to  five  dollars  per  square, 
and  that  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  emplovment 
to  hundreds  of  poor  men  who  are  out  of  woik  and 
have  been  watching  anxiously  f  iom  week  to  week 
and  from  month  to  month  for  the  commencement 
of  the  construction  of  this  street.  As  I  said 
before,  I  will  not  weary  the  patience  of  the 
Board  by  going  into  an  argument  about  the  ne- 
cessity of  building  this  street  at  this  nine. 
It  is  not  necessary.  "  It  is  thoroughly  understood 
in  the  Council:  whether  it  was  taken  bv  yea  or 
nay  vote  I  do  not  know,  but  you  will  see  bv  'refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  that  it  was  passed  by  a 
vote  of  39  for  to  14  against.  That  shows  conclu- 
sively the  sentiment  of  the  city,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  order  will  pass  by  as  large  a  majority 
in  this  Board.  I  simply  explaiu  the  reason,  Mr. 
Chairman,  way  an  agreement  coes  not  eo.ue 
in  here  in  writing  from  the  Boston, 
Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  Companv.  or  rathei  the 
New  York  &  Xe;v  Eoglai  d  Railroad  Coinoauv.  in 
regard  to  the  s-rade.  "V5  e  expected  to  com-  here 
with  a  proposal  from  them  in  writing,  and  we  did 
agree  that  the  city  should  pay  for  the  talsing  of 
the  grade.  We  have  uever  supposed  that  the  i  lil- 
road  company  wou'd  pay  for  the  raising  of  the 
erratic  themselves,  as  it  was  of  no  earthly  use  to 
Tbem.  Now,  in  regard  to  going  to  aie  Railroad 
Commissioners.  It  we -hould  go  to  t'it  Railroad 
Commissioner-  and  ask  them  to  sr'vea  grade— and 
we  know  what  we  a  e  talking  about— 'hey 
would  give  the  grade  of  the  railroad  precisely  a's 
it  is  today ;  but  we  cau  cross  the  street  at  tliirtv 
feet  in  the  air.  AVe  knew  it  would  b*  usele»s  to 
goto  them;  they  would  say,  "The  grade  is  just 
fight  as  it  is  today  where  it  was  established  twen- 
ty years  ago;  if  you  want  to  go  over  it.  go  ovs-  it 
at  gride  30."  That  is  their  answer,  and  that 
is  the  sole  reason  whv  we  have  net  been  to  the 
Railioad  Commissioners  and  asked  them  to  fix 
the  grade  over  or  under  Swett  street.  I  do 
not  know.  Mr.  Coairman,  but  that  the  A  derman 
f  iom  Ware  9  is  correct  in  -egard  to  his  opinion  of 
the  sewerage  of  the  Roxbufy  Canal,  but  I  have 
always  supposed  it  was  necessary  to  have  S  en 
street  built  in  order  to  set  nd  of  oue  of  the  .uirst 
nuisances  that  exists  m  the  city  today.  The  sew- 
erage of  the  Roxbury  ("anal.  I  am  sof  iy  to  siy.  is 
usedextensively  to  sprinkle  the  street*  of  the  South 
Ehd.  It  is  done  constantly  and  continually  .  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  and  "if  any  member  of  this 
Board  doubts  it  let  him  go  down  th^re  be;  ween 
eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  he  will 
seethewatrreaits  tiMi)  etuis  matter  fro  n  the  canal 
and  spreading  it  over  the  streets  ot  Bo.-tou.  Tbey 
cau  not  only  see  it  with  their  eyes,  but  they  can 
smell  it  with  their  noses.  That  may  be  a  firsi- 
rate  way  of  protecting  rhe  health  of  the  eit\ .  but  1 
doubt  it  very  much.  1  had  supposed  that  the  build- 
ing of  this  street  would  carry  away  this  nuisance, 
which  has  existed  there  so  long  and  which  is  be- 
coming very  expensive.    We    dredged  it  two  or 
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three  years  ago  at  an  expense  of  two  or  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  now  the  Committee  on  the 
Harbor  recommend  the  d  edging  of  ( he  canal  and 
Charles  Kiver  at  an  expenditure  of  $10,000.  That 
does  Dot  get  nd  of  the  smell,  noweve  r,  because  at 
low  tides  you  have  two  or  three  ted  of  cewerage 
matter  and  nothing  else  there.  »y  the  construc- 
tion of  this  street  you  v/ill  get  rid  of  the  sewerage 
in  the  Roxbury  Caoal,  which  is  a  good  reasoi  for 
it  to  be  built,  if  it  is  never  travelled  by  a  human 
being.  It  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  construct 
the  street  10  order  to  get  rid  of  th<>  sewage  of 
tne  South  End.  I  do  not  propose  to  argue  the  im- 
portance of  this  improvement.  This  question  is 
now  simply  one  ot  concurring  with  the  Common 
Council  in  repealing  this  amendment  putting  a 
rider  upon  the  order  from  which  the  Council  has 
receded  after  seeiug  that  they  made  an  egregious 
mistake. 

Alderman  Prescott— Were  it  not  tor  taking  so 
much  time  of  the  Board,  and  would  it  not  be  so 
severe  upon  the  Aldermnn  from  Ward  6, 1  would 
compare  Lis  remarks  this  afternoon  with  those 
made  on  the  22d  of  March.  I  don't  piopose  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Board,  however;  besides, 
it  would  be  too  severe  on  the  Aldeiruan.  I  desire, 
howe  er,  to  call  his  attention  to  the  148th  page  of 
the  "Misuses"  ot  'he  debate  upon  this  matter, 
when  the  order  came  from  the  Common  Council. 
Speaking  of  the  introduction  of  this  amendment 
by  the  opponents  of  the  measure,  in  order  to  kill 
it,  he  said— 

"There  is  not  the  slightest  objection  to  the  reduc- 
tion ;  *376,000  is  all  that  it  was  proposed  to  spend 
upon  fewett  street.  So  much  for  amendment  first. 
Now,  as  to  amendment  second.  Ths  railroad  pays 
for  the  laising  of  the  grade.  That  is  the  law 
passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1874;  it  is  made 
compulsory  upon  the  railroad  io  raise  tie  grade 
of  tlieir  track  themselves,  or  lower  it,  if  that  is 
aar-eil  up  m  by  the  company  and  the  city." 

And  be  has  said  here  this  'afterncou  that  no  one 
ever  expected  the  railroad  to  raise  the  grade  at 
its  own  cost.  I  certainly  did  get  that  ideafiom 
the  re.narks  made  by  the  Aloerman  fioin  Ward  6 
on  rtie  26tn  of  March,  1875.  I  stated  truthfully 
and  honestly  thai  I  did  not  understand  this 
amendment,  and  I  asked  tor  further  time  to  con- 
sider it.  He  says  that  this  "rider"  was  put 
upon  it  iu  the  Commoo  Council  to  kill  it.  He 
himself  rose  in  the  Board  at  the  time  and -said 
there  was  no  possible  objection  to  it,  and  advo- 
cated it ;  aud  the  Committee  on  Streets  have  nev- 
er come  to  this  Board  and  asked  for  any  cha  ige 
in  it  whatever,  until  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  living  in  the  Highlaud  District,  near  the 
proposed  Stvett  street,  put  in  this  proposition  for 
the  change;  and  the  Committee  on  Streets  have 
said  yes.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  fitting  sequel 
to  the  way  in  which  this  whole  thing  has  beeu  in- 
augurated sncl  carried  on— first  brought  into  the 
Government  during  the  dying  hours  of  last  year, 
passed  in  this  Board  without  much  discussion, 
passed  in  the  Common  Council  on  tne  very  last 
meeting  of  that  branch, and  a  reconsideration  was 
rafussd  and  it  came  to  tnis  Board  for  concurrence. 
That  was  ths  precious  legacy  left  to  this  Govern- 
ment. I  cannot  oelieve  thet  the  order  to  raise 
the  money  would  have  passed  the  City  Govern- 
ment ot  1875  had  not  many  members  considered 
thai;  they  weie  obliged  to  vote,  for  it  on  account 
of  the  action  of  the"  previous  Government.  Than 
it  was  amended  and  sent  up  here,  and  both  tlje 
Aldermen  from  Wards  6  and  15  said  they  were 
satisfied  with  the  amendment  at  that  time; 
and  they  never  came  to  the  Government  asking 
for  a  change.  But  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  not  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  introduce"  this  order,  and  the  committee 
now  say  it  is  necessary  to  rescind  the  amendment. 
If  they  have  h*d  this  subject  in  hand  three  or 
four  months,  why  did  they  not  come  to  this  Gov- 
ernment and  state  the  necessity  for  a  change  ?  If 
it  has  remained  io  that  condition  three  or  four- 
months,  it  does  n't  seem  to  me  thnt  it  will  spoil  by 
beeping  a  week  longer.  When  the  otderwasin- 
troduc  d  in  the  other  branch,  it  was  laid 
over  tor  one  week;  it  is  -nothing  more  than 
a  fair  request  for  it  to  be  laid  over  in 
this  branch  for  one  week.  I  don't  desire  to 
bring  up  the  merits  of  the  original  question,  for 
it  has  already  been  discussed.  The  sewerage 
question  has  been  the  base  of  this  whole  thing, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  so  long  as  we  have  art  able 
commission  to  consider  that  whole  question,  it 
would  be  well  to  pause  before  incurring  this  ex- 
penditure of  $500,000,  whi^b  is  more  than  twelve 
per  cent,  of  the  increased  debt  we  can  put  upon 


the  city.  I  may  be  obtuse  ia  this  mat- 
ter, but  I  do  not  think  from  the  explanation 
made  by  the  Aldermsn  from  Ward  6,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Street?,  that  I 
fully  understand  this  ara-ndment,  when  he  said 
three  months  asfO  it  was  not  necessary,  for  the  rail- 
road were  obliged  to  rai  e  the  grade  of  their  track 
at  their  own  expense,  when  he  now  comes  in  and 
says  that  no  one  ever  expected  it. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  specialty  assign  was  lost— yeas 
1,  nays  10;  Alderman  Prescott  voting  yea. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  10, 
naya  1 ;  Alderman  Prescott  voting  nay. 

Aldei'tan  Clark  in  the  chair. 

TRACKS    IN    COCBT,    STATE    AND    DEVONSHIRE 
STREETS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Steb^ins  the  Board 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock  P. 
M.,  viz.,  the  orders  for  the  removal  of  car  tracks 
from  Court  street  and  from  State  aud  Devonshire 
streets. 

The  Chairman  readthb  petition  of  Cheney's  and 
othei  express  companies  and  150  others  in  favor 
of  the  removal  of  the  tracks  in  Court  street,  as  it 
vasan  injury  to  their  horses  and  teams  and  a 
detriment  to  them  in  their  business. 

AldeiinauPriscott— I  move  that  wh-n  the  vote 
is  taken,  it  be  taken  up'm  each  older  sspatately. 
I  do  not  desire  to  tire  the  Board  after  the  ill  suc- 
cess I  h  ve  had  in  making  remarks  upoa  matters 
before  the  Board.  I  have  examined  into  the  sub- 
ject somewhat  during  the  past  week,  and  espe- 
cially since  the  remarks  of  tbe  Alderman 
from  Ward  10;  and  I  desire  to  present 
my  reasons  for  opposing  tbe  orders  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Paving.  It 
is  not  from  a  fueling  ot  obstinacy,  or  from  any 
personal  interest,  that  I  have  reached  a  conclusion 
different  from  that  entertained  by  those  gentle- 
men. I  need  not  rehearse  the  figures  I  g*ve  some 
two  weeks  ago.  Practically  all  the  cars  are  pass- 
ing down  Cornhill,  a  narrow  street,  24  feet  5 
inches  in  width  between  th^  curbs.  Thev  em- 
brace all  the  cars  that  come  down  through  the 
centi-l  portion  of  the  city— those  or  the  Metro- 
politan road  that  come  down  Tr^mont  street, 
the  Higaland  cars  wnich  corns  below  Temple 
place,  Xbi  South  Boston,  Midalasex.  Lynn— all 
these  converge  to  one  point,  the  site  of  the  old 
Siollay's  Building,  and  it  is  proposed  to  continue 
running  tnem  down  one  narrow  street.  Tbi  num- 
ber of  those  cars  is  something  like  a  hundred  an 
hour,  neaity  two  a  minute;  tbe  con  sequence  is,  so 
far  as  my  observation  goes,  a  constant  stream  of 
cars  through  Cornhill,  blocking  up  the  narrow 
portion  of  Washington  strest  between  State  street 
and  the  foot  of  Cornhill,  while  a  considera- 
ble number  of  them  might  be  allowed  to  pass 
through  Court  street  aud  reach  their  destination 
much  ea«ier  than  tb-  y  can  now.  Court  street,  in 
the  upper  part,  is  ne=ily  sixty  feet  wide,  while 
Cornhill  is  only  t7?enty-four  in  width.  Upon  the 
upper  part  of  Court  street  no  express  wagons  are 
allowed  to  have  ftaads,  though  of  course  the  Ad- 
ams Express  Company,  which  has  many  large 
teams,  is  located  there,  and  it  seems  to  me 
thev  have  ample  facilities  without  in- 
terfering in  any  way  with  the  railroad  tiacks.  At 
anv  rate  I  have  seen  a  dozen  of  their  teams  backed 
up  to  the  street,  without  interfering  with  travel 
at  all.  On  Cornhill,  .is  I  learn  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Trucks  and  Wagons,  there  are  fifteen 
licensed  wagons  having  stands  there.  The  Alder- 
man from  Waid  10  gave  some  figures  showing  the 
very  large  number  of  teams  which  travel  through 
Court  street,  as  compared  with  those  in  Cornhill. 
It  see -ns  to  me  thitthe  laige  number  of  licensed 
wagons  and  the  cars  in  Corabill  is  a  very  good 
reason  for  so  maDy  teams  in  Court  street. 

Alderman  Burrage— If  Cornhill  were  crowded 
with  travel,  the  ratio  of  vehicles  there  would  be 
larger. 

Alderman  Prescott; — I  don't  so  construe  it. 
Hcrse-car  travel  has  nearly  doubled  within  the 
last  four  years.  In  1870  there  travelled  upon  the 
Metropolitan  ?ars  about  11 ,000,000  people  a  year ; 
by  their  last  report  there  were  20,000,000 
a  vear.  Upon  the  Middlesex  road  there 
were  upwards  of  2,000,000  then ;  today  there  are 
upwaids  of  4,000,000.  With  this  large  increase,  it 
is  but  reasonable  that  they  should  have  increased 
facilities.  There  are  65,000  passengers  travelling 
on  th»  Metropolitan  cars  today,  and  there  are 
enough  on  the  Middlesex  and  other  roads  center- 
ing at  Scollay  square  to  swell  that  number  to  over 
100,000  a  dav.    It  behooves  this  Board  to  look  well 
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Dtothis  matter,  whether  in  removing  a  minor  in- 
conveDieDce  to  some  parties  in  Court  street,  we  are 
considering;  tbe  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  num- 
ber, and  whether  we  should  not  provide  better 
accommodations  tor  tha  people  to  travel  through 
the  streets.  At  the  s?me  time 'it  is  proposed  to 
cake  up  this  track  from  Couit  street,  a  location 
granted  four  years  ago,  I  see  another  track  laid 
on  Washington  street,  between  Summer  and  Milk 
streets.  I  believe  there  is  the  sam*  reason  for 
having  a  sing.e  track  on  Court  stieet  that  there  is 
for  a  double  track  on  Washington  street,  and  if 
the  Alde>man  had  stationed  a  policeman  upon 
Washington  street  to  take  the  number  of  passing 
teams  and  vehicles,  he  would  have  adduced  a 
stronger  argumenc  against  laying  a  crack  there 
than  he  would  in  favor  of  taking  up  itae  one  in 
Court  street.  Still,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  he  reported  in  favor  of  tbat  location; 
but  at  the  same  time  arj  order  comes  from  the 
same  committee  to  take  up  the  tra>k  in 
Courc  street,  where  the  roadway  is  nearly 
sixty  feet  wide.  The  gentleman  stated  the 
case  of  soaue  parties  doiog  business  on  Corn- 
hill,  that  they  made  1.0  complaint  of  the  laige 
number  of  cars  passing  through  there.  If  I  un- 
derstand it  they  do  not,  object  to  the  track  in 
Court  street;  they  simply  stated  that  they  did  n't 
want  any  cars  tsken  off  on  Cornhill.  Now,  if  tbe 
owners  and  abutters  on  Cornhill  are  willing  to 
have  180  cars  an  hour  come  through  that  twenty- 
four  feet  street,  I  would  like  to  know  what  reason 
the  parties  in  Court  street  can  have  to  the 
passage  of  ten  or  twenty  cars  an  hour 
through  that  street.  Each'  horse  car,  with 
the  lioises,  takes  up  about  thirty-five  feet  in 
length  on  the  street,  and,  by  the  ordinance  which 
we  passed  last  yeai,  those  cars  are  obliged  to 
keep  thirty  feet  apart,  so  that  really  each  car 
takes  up  sixty-five  feet.  I  would  like  to  kuow 
how  it  would  be  possible  to  enforce  that  ordi- 
nance witu  the  number  of  cars  running  through 
Cornhill.  Those  parties  simply  lay  themselves 
liable  by  violating  the  ordinance.  One  point  that  I 
desire  to  make — and  it  seems  to  be  a  strong  one— is 
this:  That  even  if  this  track  is  not  used  to  any 
considerable  extent  regularly,  it  can  be  of  great 
use  to  the  respective  companies  in  c=,se  of  a  fire 
or  any  emergency,  and  dining  certain  hours  of 
tbe  day,  as  there  is  no  other  tr-ick  by  wbich  the 
cars  can  return  to  Washington  street.  Another 
thing  which  I  have  countered  a  strong  point  is 
this:  At  tbe  time  when  Court  street  is  least  crowd- 
ed and  occupier,  by  teams,  Scoll  ay  squ  re  arid  Coru- 
hill  are  most  crowded  with  horse  cars.  At  this  hour 
I  venture  to  sav  you  can  scarcely  find  an  express 
wagon  in  Court  stieet  coming  in  or  going  out. 
There  is  apparently  no  travel  by  teams  whatever 
upon  those  streets  at  the  hours  of  the  day  when 
tbere  is  usually  a  lanre  travel  by  cais.  At  the 
very  time  that  horse  cars  are  blocking  up  Tre- 
mont  street,  from  Boylston  street  down  to  Scol- 
lay  square,  and  crowding  into  Scollay 
square  and  down  Coinhifl,  there  is  al- 
most a  vacant  track  there  foi  almost  two 
of  the  most  important  hours  of  the  day;  audit 
seems  to  me  the  track  in  Court  "treet  could  oe 
used  to  very  great  advantage  to  tbe  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  people  who  ,re  hurrying  home  between 
five  and  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10  w:-;s  pleased  to  say  tuat  corpo- 
rations may  be  characterized  as  organized  selfish- 
ness without  personal  responsibility.  I  hardly 
think  that  is  a  just  criticism  upon  the 
horse-i  ail  road  companies  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
From  what  I  have  observed,  there  are  no  horse 
railroads  as  well  a.anaged  as  in  the  city  of  Boston ; 
none  furnish  so  good  accommodations  in  tbe  way 
of  cars  or  conductors  as  ours.  I  hardly  think  the 
gentlemen  who  apoeared  before  this  Board, 
asking  that  the  track  in  Court  and  other 
streets  may  be  retained,  simply  because  they 
represent  corporations,  shbuld  be  called  or- 
ganized selfi-hness  without  personal  responsi- 
bility. The  president  of  the  larger  road 
is  a  gentleman  who  bas  had  some  eight  years  of 
service  in  the  City  Government  of  Boston,  in  one 
capacity  or  the  other,  having  been  a  member  of 
the  lower  branch  and  this  Board.  The  other  gen- 
tleman is  the  president  of  tbe  Middlesex  Railroad, 
and  I  hardly  think  because  be  represents  a  cor- 
poration that  be  is  tha  embodiment  of  selfisnness, 
without  personal  responsibility.  Last  year  he 
held  a  seat  in  the  Common  Council  and  performed 
his  duties  faithfully  and  well,  as  I  can  testsfy,  hav- 
ing been  on  some  important  committees  with  him. 
I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  tracks  in  Court 
street  should  be  taken  up  and  all  the  travel  con- 


fined to  CornhiiJ,  any  more  than  that  ibe  tracks 
in  Temple  place,  which  is  crowded  with  vehicles 
comirg  in  at  boto  ends,  should  be  removed  and 
all  the  cars  coming  down  there  should  be  sent 
through  Boylston  street.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  10  stated  last  week 
that  there  appeared  to  be  a  misunder- 
standing in  regard  to  the  hearing,  and  for  fear 
that  some  members  of  the  Board  might  feel  that 
the  companies  themselves  were  indifferent  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter,  I  present  the  following  com- 
munication. 

The  Alderman  read  a  strong  petition  from  C.  A. 
Richards,  president  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad, 
asking  that  the  tracks  might  be  retained  in  oourt 
street,  as  theii  removal  will  be  a  great  inconven- 
ience to  the  company. 

The  Cbairman  read  a  petition  from  the  Middle- 
sex Railroad  Company  for  leave  to  connect  their 
tracks  in  State  stieet  with  the  tr=..ck  of  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  in  Washington  street ;  also 
to  connect  tiacks  in  Devonshire  and  State  streets 
with  their  track  in  New  Washington  street;  also 
for  permanent  location  in  St,ite  and  Devonshire 
streets.  Also  a  oetition  from  Leopold  Morse  & 
Co.  et  al.  in  aid  of  the  same. 

Alderman  Pope  presented  the  petition  of  A.  A. 
R.uuf y  et  al.,  occupants  and  abutters  on  Couit 
street,  against  the  removal  of  the  tracks  in  Court 
street. 

Alderman  Bur  rage — It  seems  to  be  idle  to  con- 
tinue this  discussion.  The  case  seems  simple  and 
easily  understood.  The  facts  upon  whicb  the 
question  is  to  be  settled  are  within  the  ob- 
servation of  any  one  «?ho  chooses  to  look 
into  tQim.  Oj  one  side  are  two  rail- 
road corporations  seeking  to  advance  their 
inteiests;  on  the  other  side  is  the  macter  of  trans- 
portation of  merchandise  and  the  convenience  of 
the  general  public.  I  supposed  that  the  evideuce 
produced  at  rhe  last  meeting  of  toe  Board  was 
sufficient  to  show  tbe  character  of  the  travel 
tin ough  there.  None  of  the  facts  t"u ea  presented 
have  been  denied.  i.s  to  th^  matter  of  express 
wagons  standing  in  Cornhill,  I  think  that  is  con- 
clisive  evidence  that  there  is  no  gieat  travel  in 
that  street ;  it  substantiates  the  statistics  given  last 
Monday.  It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  ex- 
press wagons  or  a  uy  other  vehicles  would  be  al- 
lowed to  stand  in  Court  street  uear  Franklin  ave- 
nue. Mr.  Tyler  of  the  firm  of  Tvler  &  Studley, 
stated  tint  lie  or  n-  a  carriage  and  drives  uto  his 
business,  and  tbat  it  is  impossible  to  allow  bis 
team  to  stand  by  his  store  on  Court  street  for  a 
minute,  so  great  is  the  crowd.  In  regard  to  the 
testimony  of  the  Adams  Express  Company,  al- 
luded to  in  tue  memorial  of  tbe  railroad,  and  by  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  9.  Mr. Adams  testified  before 
tbe  committee  that  he  didn't  abject  to  t;»e  track 
on  account  of  its  being  an  iuconvenience  opposite 
their  office,  but  on  account  of  the  iuconvenience 
m  the  narrow  portion  of  tbe  street  opposite 
Franklin  avenue,  where  the  stieet  is  but  23.7  feet 
wide.  In  regard  to  the  point  made  by  the  Alder- 
man fiom  Wa.-d  9,  about  the  nutting  of  two 
tracks  on  Washington  street,  I  supposed  that 
was  fully  understood.  Washington  street  is 
sixty  feet  wie'e  tbere,  and  it  was  thought 
th°  *  most  judicious  way  to  relieve  Iieuiont 
street  was  to  put  another  track  ou  Wash- 
ington stieet  bei  ween  Milk  and  Sumner  streets. 
Even  with  two  tracks  tbere  is  ample  room  foi  two 
ljnes  of  carriages,  and  there  is  very  little  dausrer 
of  blocks  there.  That  ea*e  is  n't  to  be  compared 
at  all  with  the  narrow  portion  of  Court  stieet. 
The  evidence  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Lawrsnce, 
Wilde  &  Hull,  was  referred  to  because  that  was 
one  of  the  firms  mentioned  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  as  being  large  mauufactuiers  and  likely 
to  be  incouvenienced.  Although  the  Alderman 
don't  seem  to  see  it,  it  will  be  appareut 
that  the  reason  that  it  is  injudicious  to 
allow  the  cars  to  pass  through  Court 
stieet  is  because  it  is  filled  with  vehicles,  and 
Cornhill  is  not.  More  cars  caa  go  through  Corn- 
bill  easily  without  any  incnaveni'ence.  Occasion- 
ally they  stop  and  take  pa<*engers,  but  tbe  evi- 
dence was  conclusive  from  otiiers  Besides  Mr. 
Lawrence  that  the  abnttecs  onCoruliill  are  not  in- 
couvenienced now,  and  that  more  cars  can  be 
placed  there  without  inconvenience.  In  regard  to 
the  exigencies  in  case  of  fire,  that  argu- 
ment would  apply  to  any  street  —  Tre- 
mout  or  Washington  street.  "  But  in  tins 
case  the  cars  cau  go  down  into  Hanover 
street  if  Cornhill  is  blocked  up.  It  there  is  no 
block  in  Cornhill,  then  the  argument  is  of  no 
avail,  of   course.     The  Alderman   criticises   my 
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opinion  of  corporations.  I  think  I  am  right,  and 
I  am  wt  ling  to  stand  by  it.  Corporations,  we 
know,  are  associations  of  me  i  for  purposes  of 
g..u>.  I  am  speaking  of  business  coiporations. 
Gain  is  their  object;  they  don't  associate 
for  benevolent  purposes.  Wheu  associated 
together  there  is  no  single  individual.  What 
one  does  is  for  the  corporation,  and 
no  individual  is  teaponsible  for  his  action.  Every- 
body knows  that.  The  gentleman  refers  to  the 
high  diameter  of  the  men  representing  these 
corporations.  X  agree  with  him;  but  a  person  is 
different  lrum  a  corporation,  and  i/hm  I  say  a 
corporation  is  organized  selfishness  without  per- 
sonal responsibility,  1  think  it  is  th:-  truth.  Thy 
aie  looking  for  opportunities  to  mahe  money  for 
themselves  and  not  for  the  interesi  of  the  city. 
Ivi  the  matter  of  Tempi- pla:e,  which  the  Alder- 
man uses  for  illustration,  we  admit  there  are  too 
many  oas  there  and  we  propose  to  put  some  of 
them  el^ewnere. 

Alderman  Prescott— Why  not  put  them  in  Boyl- 
ston  street? 

Alderman  Burrage — It  is  not    necessary.    The 
case  is  entirely  different. 
Aldennan  Harris  -Ho*  is  it? 
Alderman    Burrage— Because   Cornhill    is   not 
crowded  with  vehicles ,  and  Court  stre  t  is. 
Alderman  Harris— And  Temple  place? 
AUleiman  Burrage — The   case  is  different,  be- 
cause the  conditions  ara  different.    Temple  place 
and  lioylston  street  are  differen'lv  situated. 

Alderman  Harris— There  ate  private  carriages 
there? 

Alderman  Bui  rage— There  are  no  more  private 
carriages  io  3ne  than  in  the  other.  The  remon- 
strance says  the  location  is  permanent  in  Court 
street.  The  fact  is  it  was  granted  in  1870,  but  the 
cars  have  been  running  there  only  a  year.  1  wont 
ta'ie  up  the  time  of  the  Boara  any  further  in  this 
discussion.  It  is  important  that  this  matter  in 
regard  to  Court  street  should  be  settled  at  once, 
because  the  Committee  on  Pa<nng  have  awarded 
the  contract  for  rrpaving  the  street,  and  the  work 
awaits  the  decision  of  this  Board  in  regaid  to  the 
removal  of  the  tracks.  The  bid  is  for  five  cents 
per  square  less  with  gie  track  lemoved  tha^i  it  is 
if  the  track  remains. 

Akleiman  Power— I  havdly  think  it  necessary 
for  me  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
to  say  much  on  this  subject.  JMv  associate  has,  I 
think,  said  all  that  is  necessary.  I  was  about  to 
say  ha  took  all  thepithout  of  the  argument  ot  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  0,  but  there  was  n't  any 
pith  in  it,  and  it  would  he  supeifiuous  to  say 
that.  I  would  simply  say  in  addition  to  what  he 
has  said,  that  the  committee  h.ive  seriously  con 
sidered  this  matter  and  given  a  gieat  deal  of 
thought  to  the  importance  of  this  horse-railroad 
question;  a  great  deal  of  thoua-ht  to  the  impor- 
tance of  giving  all  the  accommodations  that  are 
compatible  or  consistent  with  thu  public  good. 
We  re  perfectly  anxious  now,  so  far  as  we  can 
consistently  with  the  public  jjoou,  to  second  the 
efforts  being  made  by  the  management  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan Railroad  to  accommodate  the  public,  for 
we  feel  that  fie  present  management  is  ceitamly 
deserving  of  our  encouragement  and  considera- 
tion, and  aB  the  concessions  that  can  be  given  to 
it  by  this  Government  consistent  with  the  public 
good.  We  seriously  considered  all  this  before 
making  the  report  ordenng  the  track  up  in  Court 
street.  That  street  is  now  in  a  dangerous  condi 
tioo  and  this  matter  should  he  settled  now,  one 
way  or  he  other,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
pavement  in  that  street.  The  committee  have 
awarded  the  contract  foe  paving  that  street. 
I  hi.ve  been  surprised  th?t  no  acciaent  has 
happened  there,  because  the  street  is  full  of 
holes,  and  it  *s  really  dangerous  passing  through 
it.    I  hope  the  matter  will  not  be  delayed.    The 

gentleman  who  represents  the  Metropolitan  road 
ad  ample  opportunity  to  present  his  case  to  this 
Board  and  to  the  committee.  The  committee 
sympathize  with  his  earnest  and  smceie  desire  to 
serve  the  public  in  eveiy  wav,  and  we  gave  this 
mattei  serious  consideration  before  doirg  any- 
thing that  would  appear  to  be  preventing  his  en- 
deavor to  serve  the  public.  After  looking  the 
ground  over,  e  though ;  that  if  tbere  is  a  street  in 
Boston  where  the  ralroad  tracks  should  not  be,  it 
is  Court  street;  and,  therefore,  tve  think  the  pub- 
lic good  wrll  be  better  served  by  their  removal 
than  bv  allowing  ibem  to  remain. 

Alderman  Prescott— One  petition  that  was  pre- 
sented t )  thi<  Board  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the 
tracks  is  from  the  expressmen  of  this  city.  It  is 
introduced  with  the  hope  that  it  may  have  some 


influ  nue  upon  this  Board.  They  ask  for  the  re- 
moval because  the  tiack  is  a  detriment  to  their 
busi  ess,  an  1  causes  a  wear  and  teai  of  tneir 
wag  his.  Could  not  such  a  petition  be  put  in  for 
the  .smoval  ot  the  tracks  from  every  street  in  this 
city?  I  don't  see  bow  that  petition  can  nave  ny 
weight  with  this  Board  at  al\  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  10  thinks  it  is  a  very  simple  question ;  on 
the  one  side  id  the  railroad  corporation;  on  the 
other  are  patties  having  teams  and  the  abutters 
on  the  street.  I  should  like  io  a-x.  what  are  the 
rigutsof  the  hundred  thousand  people  travelling 
il  these  cars  "entring  at  Scollay's  square  ?  That 
is  what  I  am  speaking  for.  I  have  opposed  nearly 
every  location  the  railroad  companies  have  asked 
for,  because  I  believed  it  w  juld  Dave  a  tendency  to 
blockade  the  streets ;  and  I  oppose  this  for  the  same 
reason.  What  we  want  is  to  relieve  our  crowded 
S'reets,  particularly  at  this  tim;  of  day.  If  you  go 
through  Court  stieet  now  you  will  firra  fifty-five  or 
sixty  cars  in  the  upper  part  with  scarcely  any  teams 
there,  but  a  hundred  or  more  cats  in  Cornhill. 
Pai  ties  come  here  and  say  they  are  satisfied  to 
have  the  cars  remain  m  Cornhill.  Since  the 
tiacks  were  taken  up  from  Union  stieet, 
rants  have  fallen  twenty  pei  cent.,  and  they  are 
now  trying  to  tret  the  tracks  back.  I  believe  that 
if  r.  certai.1  number  of  ears  were  passing  down 
Court  street  regularly,  it  would  tend  to 
divide  the  travel,  and  teams  coining  up 
would  take  the  right-band  side  of  the 
stieet,  aud  the  oners  the  left  hand,  and 
there  would  be  less  blockades  in  the  streets  thaa 
now.  They  certairly  c;.i:uot  complain  that  the 
number  of  cars  running  through  there  last  vear 
could  caise  a  serious  blocka  le — lourctrs  aa  hour, 
occupying  a  minute  and  a  quarter  in  passing.  I 
cajuot  believe  it.  There  was  a  strong  pressure 
for  the  teuoval  of  the  tracks,  while  we  find 
parries  doing  business  ia  the  narrow  part 
of  Stite  stte»t  asking  to  have  the  tracks 
there  tetained.  I  think  we  should  consid- 
er whether  it  is  best  to  give  more  weight 
to  the  minor  inconveniences  of  expressmen,  than 
to  the  accommodation  of  the  100,000  people  travel- 
ling through  the  city  in  the  cars.  The  main  point 
about  this  matter,  I  think  is,  that  we  are  going  to 
work  wrong  by  ordering  up  a  piece  of  track  here 
and  putting  one  down  in  another  plsce.  I  hope 
this  order  will  be  laid  upon  the  table  rill  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pa  vi' g  can  come  in  with  a  systematic 
plan  to:  the  operation  of  the  hois-  railroads. 

Aldermai  Burrage— The  Committee  on  Paving 
have  had  a  grea'  deal  o1  encouragement  from  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  as  h-  opposes  about  ev- 
eryfbing  they  bring  i..  The  Aldrrmen  in  this 
Board  must  take  the  reoponsibilitv  of  deciding 
this  matter,  and  I  trust  the  order  will  be  passed. 

Alderman  Vile*,  at  his  request,  was  excused 
from  voting,  as  he  had  paired  <vith  Alderman  Big- 
elow,  >vho  was  absent. 

The  question  wao  first  taken  on  the  order  for 
the  removal  ot  the  tracks  in  Court  street,  and  it 
was  rejected— >eas  5,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Butrage,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pow- 
er, Qumcy— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Harris,  Pope,  Prescott,  Steb- 
bi>  s,  Worthington— 5. 

The  order  for  the  removal  of  tracks  in  State  and 
Devonshire  streets  was  rejected— yeas  5,  nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen     Butrage,     O'Brien,    Power, 
•>     uinc^,  Worthington— 5. 

Nays -Aldermen  Cla  k,  Harris,  Pope,  Prescott, 
StebbiKS— 5. 

Tht  petitions  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany and  Leopold  Mors*  &  Co.  et  al.,  above  re- 
ferred to,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

BACK   BAT  IMPBOVEMENT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  foi  5V2  P.  M.,  viz. :  or- 
der to  pay  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company, 
assignees  of  N.  C.  Munson,  $284,6(34.90  for  cer- 
tain streets  and  avenues  on  the  Back  Bav.  (Citv 
Doc.  Mj.  90) 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  Chairman  read  a  notice  from  S.  G.  snelling, 
of  a  claim  for  damages  to  the  property  known  as 
the  Shoddv  Mill,  on  Parse  i  street,  caused  by  the 
extension  of  West  Chester  park. 

Alderman  Quincy— Since  the  last  meeting  I 
have  given  some  little  attention  to  this  matter, 
aud  have  carefully  read  the  debates  ot  last  vear 
and  examiued  the  contract  papers  in  relation 
thereto.  I  have  also  had  quite  a  conversation 
with  the  City  Solicitor  upon  the  legal  aspect  of 
the  case.  I  asked  no  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
nor  did  he  volunteer  any  upon  the  advisability  of 
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thf-  step  cow  proposed.  He  simply  explained  to 
me  the  l&gal  points  involved  and  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  i  I  we  are  to  manage 
the  city's  inierests  as  we  would  our  own,  this  is  a 
dangerous  step  for  us  to  take,  as  proposed  in  the 
secocd  clause  of  the  order. 

[The  Alderman  cited  the  dates  of  previous  ac- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  continued] : 

Now  along  time  has  elapsed  for  Mr.  Munson  or 
his  assignees  to  fulfil  that  contract.  By  the  opin- 
ion of  tbe  City  Solicitor  Mr.  Muuson  or  his  as- 
signees have  no  claim  upon  the  city  except  upon 
that  contract,  and  it  is  nosv  proposed  to  violate 
that  contract,  not  by  accepting  such  streets  as 
can  be  conveyed  Co  us,  but  to  accept  und-rthe 
incomplete  whole,  and  authorize  the  city  to  de- 
cide how  mash  shall  be  deducted  from  the  con- 
tra t.  1l  the  contract  were  completed,  we 
should  not  have  suffet  eel  by  the  delay.  But  that 
is  not  the  question.  There  are  various  defects 
in  the  title — I  mean  by  that,  claims  which  cannot 
be  released,  grade  damage*,  claims  for  the  over- 
flow of  v/ater,  like  that  which  has  just  been  read; 
so  that  the  amount  which  the  city  will  have  to 
pay  is  something- "  whicn  no  fellah  can  find  out." 
I  have  no  doubt  the  committee  would  do  the  best 
they  could,  but  the  best  they  can  do  might  not  be 
sufficient  to  protect  the  city.  It  is  so  uncertain 
that  I  think  the  b»st  way  for  the  ciry  to  protect  it- 
self is  to  stand  upon  its  contract.  Now  if  I  should 
make  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  t  *  ertv  houses 
and  after  a  time  the  contractor  should  say,  "Here 
are  fifteen  houses  complete,  but  the  other  five  are 
covered  with  mechanics'  liens  and  threatened 
with  lawsuits;  now  you  take  the  whole  twenty 
and  deduct  from  the  contract  price  what  the  in- 
completeness amounts  to,"  1  should  srv,  "No, 
sir;  I  will  take  the  fifteen  if  you  say  they  are 
clear  of  incumbrance,  but  you'  must  keep  the 
houses  that  are  threatened  with  lawsuit-."  None 
of  us  would  think  of  conducting  our  private  busi- 
ness in  this  way.  IE  we  are  looking  out  for  the  city's 
money  as  we  would  ou:  o  vn.it  is  not  safe  to  leave 
this  matter  to  any  committee,  even  if  they 
do  their  best  to  accept  this  incomplete  contract 
and  deduct  from  the  contract  price  what  it  would 
cost  to  complete  it,  for  the  simple  reason  that  no 
one  can  teli  what  that  cost  will  be.  A  good  deal 
has  been  said  about  the  City  Solicitor's  advice  in 
this  matter.  "His  advice"  means  that  he  will 
tell  exactly  wbai  the  law  is,  and  how  the  title 
stands;  but  when  it  comes  to  guessing  what  the 
cost  to  the  city  will  be  from  a  reversionary  inter- 
est, that  cannot  be  got  at  now.  That  is  a  dis- 
cretionary matter  and  the  City  Solicitor  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it.  For  the^e  reasons  I  think  it  is 
for  tbe  interest  of  the  city  to  stand  upon  the  con- 
tract for  the  present. 

Alderman  Power— I  want  to  make  what  1  think 
is  the  proper  motion,  that  this  matter  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Com  mitoee  on  Streets,  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  appears  co  be  impossible  for  this  com- 
pany to  do  mauy  things  now  which  it  had  agreed  to 
do;  and  I  propose  for  the  committee  to  ascertain 
just  what  can  be  done.  It  is  a  simple  mat- 
ter to  get  at  the  amount  of  filling  to  be 
done;  but.  the  ciaims  of  people  for  damages  are 
not  so  simple.  Before  the  city  Breaks  this  con- 
tract, or  pa^s  any  money,  we  ought  to  definitely 
ascertain  what  lesponsibility  is  to  be  assumed  by 
the  city.  There  is  a  notice  just  put  into  this 
Board  today  of  a  claim  agaiiT't  toe  Water  Power 
Company;  it  seems  to  be  a  valid  one,  and  I  under- 
stand there  are  others  of  the  same  nature.  If  the 
Committee  ou  Stieelswill  look  into  this  matter 
and  ascertain  whai  it  will  cost  to  settle 
Bearce  &  Drew's  claim,  and  others  that 
may  be  outstanding,  aud  then  report  to  ibis  Board 
the  ex"act  state  of  things,  so  that  the  Board  can 
vote  uoderstanoingly,  why  then  it  ssemi  to  me 
we  can  justify  our  course.  But  now  we  are  asked 
to  lntiust  this  to  a  committee  with  full  poweis  to 
go  and  settle  something  that  we  have  no  knowl- 
edge of,  and  don't  know  how  much  money 
it  will  iuvolve.  Such  a  power  has  never 
been  delegated  to  a  committee  since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  this  Board,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  no  ieproach  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  to  refuse  to  give  them  pow- 
ers which  have  uever  beeu  asked  for  or  delegated 
to  any  other  committee.  Every  member  of  this 
Board  has  no  doubt  but  that  the  city  is  all  right,  as 
she  stands  today ;  she  is  on  the  sate  side,  aud  it  is 
clearly  our  duty  to  keep  her  there.  We  do  n't  care 
about  taking  any  risks.  There  are  $300,000 
for  the  company  wheu  this  contract  is  ful- 
filled, and  I  can't  imagiue  any  greater  in- 
ducement for  thern  to  complete  the  contract  than 


that.    If  it  is  found  to  be  a  moral  impossibility  to 
do  certain  things  called  tux  by  tbe  contract,  let 
the  committee  tell  us  just  what  they  are,  that  we 
may  understand  them  exactly  and  know  what  we 
are  voting  for.    As  a  member  of  this  Government, 
I  don't  want  to  bs  open  to  the  reproach  or  taunt 
of     any     citizen    or    taxuayer,    that    I     have, 
by     any    vote   of  mine,    broken   a   contract  by 
which     the     city    of     Boston     shall    lose     one 
dollar,    let   alone    the    large    amount    involved 
in    this     case.        No     master     "hat     hardship 
this  company  may  suffer,  thev  have  no  one  to 
blame  for  it  but  themselves.    The  city  has  always 
been  ready  to  fulfil  its  part  of  the  contract;  it  is 
preposteibus  for  any  one  interested  in  this  matter 
to  come  in  heie  and  tell  us  that  we  are  guilty  of 
injustice,  for  we  are  not.    It  is  our  duty,  while  we 
are  hsre,  to  labo;  faithtully  for  the  interests  of 
the  city,  and  not  allow  sympathy  or  interest   to 
carry  us  into  doing  anything  that  would  jeopard- 
ize  the   inteiest     of    the   city.     Therefore    the 
right     thing    for    us    to    do    is     to     recommit 
this     to      the      Committee      on      Streets,     for 
them     to      bring     in     exactly,     a;     near     as 
cau  be  ascertained,  the  exact  risk  we  are  to  take 
if  this  contract  is  croken. 
Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Clark— I  don't  propose  to  urge  this 
matter  upoD  the  ground  of  justice  to  or  the  pov- 
erty of  the  Woter  Power  Company.    If  we   ate 
going  to  settle  this  matter  according  to  the  theory 
of  the  Alderman  from  W  ard  4,  we  would  repudiate 
this  contract    in    foto.   for   every    member  will 
see    that  it  is  impossible  to  settle    this  matter 
according     to     the     terms     of     the    contract, 
inasmuch     as      it     was     provided      that     the 
work    should  be  completed  in   1872.    Now,   1872 
passed  by  some  two  years  and  more  ago,  and  the 
city  has  quietly  allowed   the   time   to  pass  by  in 
which  the  termc  of  the  contract  can  be  fulfilled. 
The  city  was  in  a  condition  to  submit  to  it  quietly. 
It  has  beeu  a  capital  thing  lor  the  city-.    The  ar- 
rangement has  supposed  at   the  time  to  be  oe  of 
mutusl  advantage  botn  to  the  city  and  the  com- 
pany; and  it  nas  proved  to   have   been  of  very 
great  advantage  to  the  city,  and  up  to  the  preseut 
time  a  very  serious  injury  tjg  the   company,  inas- 
much as  it  has  cost  tuern  more  than  twice  what 
they  are  to  teceive  from  the  city  for  the  construc- 
tion of  those  avenues.    It  will  be  claimed  undoubt- 
edly by  tbe  opponents  of   plying  this  sum.   that 
had  not  tbe  company  built  the  streets  they  could 
not  have  developed  the  territory;  but  they  never 
would    have  constructed    Huntington  and    Com- 
monwealth avenue  100  feec  iride;str<  ets  fifty  feet 
wide  would  have  satisfied  their  purpose  jus-  as 
well.    They  nave   reclaimed  a  spainp  to  an  as- 
sessed valuation  of  trom  one  dollar  to  three  collars 
afoor,  and  have  received  nothing  for  it  up  to  the 
present  time.    Those  streets  are  sub-- tan  rial  lv  com- 
pleted now.    A  survey  has  been  made  of  the  filling 
by  the  City  Surveyor,  in  conjunction  witu  the  en- 
gineer or  the  company,  aud  they  agree  to  a  square 
yard  in  regard   to  tne  uumber  of  squaie  yards  of 
tillirg  it   v.ii]   take  to  complete  tnis  territory,  so 
that  every  foot  of  it  shal.  be  up  to  grade  IS.    That 
filling-  I  think   is  something   like    3000  squares, 
and    the  highest  estimate  vou  could  put  upon  it 
is  S7.50  a  square,  which  would  be  S22.000  or  $23,000, 
wbic  h  is  what  the  e.  eiueer  claim*  will  be  suffi- 
cient: to  comple'S  tbe  work  to  grade  18.  under  a 
new  contract  with  Mr.  Gay,  if  you  please.    The 
City  Solicitor  decides  that  the  contract  calls  tor 
grade  18  at  the  time  these  avenues  are  delivered 
tothecny;  and  it  will  cost  )es<   than  $25,000  for 
the  city  to  do  it.    So  that  point  is  settled.    If  the 
citv  should  build  those  bridges  this  year,  it  would 
be  better  not.  to  have  the  grade  raise,    till  that  is 
cfoue,  for  the  filling  could  be  mide  to  better  ad- 
vantage than  before.  In  regard  to  grade  damages 
the  committee  do  not  propose  to  pay  a  dollar  until 
titles  to  the  avenues  are  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
City  Solicitor  and-are  to  his  satisfaction,  precisely 
as  in  tbe  cou veyance  of  other  streets.  The  convey- 
ances and  leleases  of  every  name  a  hi  nature  are 
made  satisfactoiy  to   the  City  Solicitor.    Those 
conveyances  have  oetn  made'  out  bv  Mr.  ffai- 
worth,  who  was  designated  by  Mr.  Healy.  and 
they  are  completed  just  as  far  as  it  ispossibl?to 
have  them  done,     there  may  be  one  or  two  re- 
leases] such  as  the  signature  of  a  minoror  of  a  par- 
ty that  it  is  impossible  to  get  at;  but  the  amounts 
are  small,  ad  it  is  for  that  very  reason  that  it  was 
thought  desirable  to  have  this  matter  put  into  the 
hands   of     some   committee,   because   it   ts  im- 
possible    to    get     the    releases     completed     in 
every  single  instance.  Those  releases  ate  of  not  the 
Slightest  consequence  to  the  city.     The  claim  of 
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Bearce  &  Drew  is  of  a  little  different  character. 
Thev  ovn  the  fee  tu  Commonwealth  avenue,  fiom 
its  junction  with  West  Chester  park  extended, 
tljii  way  som3  600  feet.  This  reversionary  tee  the 
couionoy  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  up  to  rhe 
present  time.  The  difference  in  dispute  there 
i?,  I  think,  some  $3600.  That  is  the  only 
conveyance  which  has  not  been  obtained,  as  I 
understand  it,  or  is  possible  to  obtain.  This 
claim  of  1'r.  Suelling,  so  far  a*  I  can 
judge,  is  for  the  construction  of  West 
Chester-park  street,  -vhich  was  laid  out  by 
the  citv  ot  Boston,  just  the  same  as  land  is  taken 
for  other  streets.  If  there  is  any  damage  there, 
it  is  by  the  cot  struction  of  West  Chester-park 
street,  the  Water  Powei  Company  having  agree* 
to  hold  the  city  harmless  on  account  of 
anv  grade  damages  which  might  occur  10 
laying  out  that  street.  The  right  to  that 
water  was  obtained  at  a  yen  large  expense  by  toe 
Water  Powei  Company  years  ago.  It  Mr.  Snell- 
ing  or  any  other  party  lias  a  valid  claim  ot  this 
character,  it  should  have  been  presented  a  long 
time  go..  I  believe  it  is  notning  but  justice  to 
this  corporation  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to 
make  a  settlement  with  tbem.  It  Mr.  Suelling 
has  a  claim,  it  is  a  veiy  easy  matter  to  find  out  its 
character  and  amount.  It  can't  be  much,  as 
the  whole  building  is  n't  worth  $500  aod 
would  n't  sell  now  for  $300.  It  is  an  old 
brick  building  out  on  Parker  street.  Tbis  sub- 
ject, Mr.  Chairman,  must  be  left  in  the  bands  of 
some  parties,  and  1  am  hot  at  all  particular  wheth- 
er it  is  a  joint  special  ■•  ommittee  or  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Stieets  atid  Street  Commission- 
ers in  cotmection  with  the  City  Solicitor.  Either 
one  thing  or  the  other  has  got  to  be  done. 
If  you  think  it  unsafe  to  brast  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  ana  Street  Commission- 
ers, aided  by  the  legal  services  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  the.!  I  would  like  to  have  a  joint  special 
committee  appointed  to  settle  this  subject  be- 
tween the  city  and  the  Water  Power  Company. 
Whether  the  company  is  tiaid  up  for  money  or 
not,  does  not  alter  the  case  a  pat  tide.  They  come 
hers  and  say,  Make  every  deduction  of  every  name 
and  nature  and  then  holo  back  a  sufficient 
amount  to  make  yourselves  doubly  sure,  and  give 
us  ttio  balance.  I  think  it  would  be  safe 
to  trust  the  matter  of  conveyances  and  releases 
with  the  City  Solicitor.  It  is  very  true  that  the 
city  is  safe  to  stand  by  its  contract  today,  because 
there  is  a  large  amount  of  wo:k  to  be  done. 
Streets  have  been  built  out  there  which  have  cost 
the  coipoiation  $500,000  or  $600,000,  and  the  city 
has  had  to  p  y  nothing  for  them.  Another 
reason  why  this  settlement  should  be  made 
at  the  present  time  is  the  tact  that 
it  is  important,  as  evety  member  of  the 
Bo  >rd  krow.s,  that  those  streets  should  be  accent- 
ed and  the  budges  built  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
aoother  connection  between  the  South  a<  d  West 
ends,  without  compelling  people  to  come  down  to 
Dartmouth  and  Berkeley  streets,  and  then  to  go 
out  Beacon  street.  The  bridge*  can  be  built 
at  very  much  less  expense  than  they 
could  two  years  ago,  or  that  they  can  two 
years  hence.  I  hope  business  will  revive 
within  the  next  year  or  two,  so  that  labor  will  be 
better  paid  than  it  is  now.  After  these  streets 
aie  put  in  order  and  the  bridges  built,  it  will 
create  a  demand  tor  land,  aod  the  erection  of 
buildings  will  commence  immediately.  It.  fact.  I 
know  ot  several  paities  whe  are  desirous  of  com- 
mencing building  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  at 
its  junction  with  West  Chester  pa'k.  I  don't 
know  that  I  have  anything  moietooffer  upon  this 
subject,  Mi.  Chairman.  I  take  the  same  ground 
for  the  Water  Power  Company  that  I  do  for  an 
individual.  Tbev  entered  into  i his  agreement  in 
good  faith;  the  contract  was  made  bygoodmeu; 
Hon.  H.  L.  Pierce  and  ex-Aldermtn  Jenkins  and 
Little  were  members  of  the  committee, — men  very 
cautious  in  looking  aftei  the  interests  ot  tne  city, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  they  knew  they  were  making 
a  very  shiewd  bargain  for  the  city,  as  it  has 
since"  proved  that  it  was. 

Alderman  Qumcy — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
conundrum  which  the  Committee  on  Streets  pro- 
posers this :  If  these  incomplete  streets  are  accept- 
ed, how  much  will  the  city  probably  have  to  pay 
which  it  would  n't  have  to  pay  if  the  contract  were 
fulfilled  according  to  its  letter  and  the  streets  were 
conveyed  clear  of  title  and  claim  fur  damages.  I 
don't  know  that  I  would  trust  the  committee  to 
make  a  good  guess  any  more  than  I  would  any  one 
else. 


Alderman  Clark— I  don't  understand  that  we 
propose  any  cooundium. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  th?  Alderman  gives  it  up, 
he  will  do  more  than  I  think  the  whole  City  Gov- 
ernment rtill  be  compelled  to  do  at  the  present 
moment.  Betoie  we  decide  this  matter,  we  should 
know  just  how  much  ot  the  streets  can  now  be 
delive  ed  according  to  the  contract,  and  how  much 
cartnot;  what  claims  there  aie  for  damages,  what 
defects  of  title  there  aie.  Then  the  question  will 
come  up  whether  all  these  streets  should  be  ac- 
cepted, or  whether  ouly  those  for  which  a  clear 
title  can  be  giv^n. 

Alderman  Clark — I  endeavored  to  make  myself 
perfectly  clear  upor  the  amount  of  money  it  will 
cost  to  put  these  streets  at  grade  18—3000 
squares,  for  $22,000  or  $23,000. 

Aid  riuan  Quincy— With  clear  titles? 

Alderman  Clark—  With  titles  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Quincy — Clear  of  all  claims  for  dam- 
ages? 

Alderman  ClarV — W  ith  a  title  clear  of  all  claims 
for  damages. 

Aide  man  Quincy— I  don't  so  understand  tbis 
order. 

Aldtrman  Clark — Commonwealth  avenue  is  en- 
tirely up  to  grade ;  part  nf  West  Chester  park  is 
up  to  grade  and  part  is  not;  Huntington  avenue 
is  not  n)  to  grart-.,  and  it  will  take  3080  squares  to 
bri"g  all  thw  avenues  u»  to  irrade  18.  Judge 
Hoar's  oninion,  by  th"  wi.v,is  that  the  contract 
does  n't  call  for  grade  18,  but  I  am  happy  to  sav 
that  the  Committee  on  Streets  don't  agiee  with 
him,  but  with  Mr.  Healy. 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  is  rougn  on  the  judge. 

Alderman  Clark — It  is.  The  committee  think 
th  y  should  be  governed  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
they  will  require  those  streets  to  be  delivered  at 
grade  18,  or  they  will  oeouct  its  equivalent 
from  rhe  amount  to  pay.  Bearce  &  Drey  own 
tne  fee  in  Commonwealth  f.veou?  opposit-  their 
.aud^-ome^OO  feet  on  West  Cbest-r  park  this  way. 
Their  only  title  is  a  reversionary  claim — that  is.  if 
the  street  is  ever  discontinued  the  land  reverts  to 
them.  The  same  kind  of  title  is  taken  almost 
every  month  of  the  year  where  streets  are  widen- 
ed. It  is  the  only  title  the  city  holds  in  Court  street. 

Alderman  Wortuiogton— And  iu  Washington 
street. 

Aldtrman  Clark — Tiose  are  the  ooly  claims  that 
I  am  aware  of,  and  tho  e  are  the  only  poiuts 
wherein  he  company  have  not  complied  with  the 
contract,  ezcept  in  hot  completing  the  streets  in 
1872.  There  are  a  good  many  reasons  why  the 
streets  were  not  completed.  Tne  company  were 
not  able  to  go  tlnoagh  certain  territory,  the 
owners  refusing  to  give  the  land,  as  it  was  thought 
they  would.  The  city  have  never  attempted  to 
hold  them  up  to  the  contract.  But  during  the  big 
jubilee  we  were  anxiou-  to  hive  Huntington 
avenue  completed;  we  b  jilt  a  bridge,  *nd  shall 
have  to  build  it  egain,  probably  ;  ve  believe  there 
is  a  necessity  for  having  tbem  completed  now, 
and  I  desire  to  see  ?oaie  arrangement  for  a  settle- 
ment made. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  don't  think  the  Alderman 
u^rierstood  the  conundiurn.  Any  one  can  tell 
what  it  will  cost  to  raise  tne  streets  to  grade  18: 
but  no  one  can  cipher  out  whac  a  jury  will 
award  on  such  claims  as  Mr.  Snelliug's.  That  is 
what  the  committee  is  called  on  to  decide. 

Alderman  Piescott — It  seems  to  me,  if  it  is  to  be 
passed,  everything  that  can  oe  mane  definiie  at 
the  present  time  should  be  put  in  to  relieve  the 
committee  ot  taking  any  responsibility  in  the 
matter  upon  points  that  are  well  settled.  The 
chairman  has  told  us  the  number  of  squares  re- 
quired to  fill  this  teiritory  up  to  grade  18,  aod  the 
order  might  be  amended  by  putting  in  the  amount 
to  be  allowed  on  account  of  that  difference.  If 
the  matter  is  not  recommitted  I  shall  move  that 
as  an  amendment. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 
Aloerman  Power — The  question  is  on  recommit- 
tal, and  I  have  since  put  my  views  into  the  f«rm 
of  an  ordei ,  which  I  now  offer : 

Ordered,  That  the  subject  be  lecooomitted  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  with  inductions 
to  report  the  number  of  releases  or  other  instru- 
ments to  be  obtained  to  perfect  the  title  to  the 
streets  in  question;  also  the  cost  of  obtaining  such 
releases  and  instruments;  also  the  number  and 
chaiacter  of  any  ami  all  other  claims  against  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  for  grane  or  flowage 
damages,  or  for  damages  of  other  description ;  also 
the   difference   of   grade  in   ss,id  streets  and  the 


418 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


pro balble  cost  of  raising  thern  to  the  established 
grade  recited  in  said  contract. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  hope  that  vvill  prevail,  as  it 
will  give  the  information  we  desire  to  obtain. 

Alderman  O'Brien — If  the  Committee  on  Streets 
are  willing  to  uncei take  all  tnis  work  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  recommittal;  but  I  think  it  is  put- 
ting a  burden  upon  their  shoulders  that  don't  be- 
long to  them.  Ore  thing  is  mosc  unaccountable 
in  all"  thi?  business:  That  a  contract  involving 
so  large  a  sum  of  money  remains  unfinished 
year  after  year  when  it  requires  so  small  a 
percentage  to  complete  it.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  company  to  pass  this  con- 
tract over  to  tee  city  clear  and  free  from  all  bvns 
upon  the  territory.  It  is  our  duty  to  stick  co  the 
contract  a.ud  riot  take  the  streets  until  they  are 
offered  i\  that  way.  The  city  is  a  good  paymaster 
and  will  meet  its  agreement  at  that  time. 

Alderman  Power — I  would  take  the  same  ground 
were  it  not  for  the  statement  of  the  chairman  that  it 
is  impossible  to  get  some  of  ther  eleases,  and  that, 
if  we  stuck  to  the  letter  of  the  coo ti act  we  never 
should  get  anything.  It  such  is  the  case  I  am 
willing  to  make  a  compromise,  and  that  is  the  rea- 
son I  offer  this  amendment. 

Alderman  Woithmgton — I  don't  know  Miat  I 
shall  seriously  object  to  the  proposed  recommit- 
tal; but  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  city 
to  come  forward  and  make  a  settlement  with  the 
Water  Power  Company.  The  company  have 
almost  completed  ths  contact;  there  is  hardly 
anything  to  be  done.  Tbe  only  thing  that 
cannot  he  obtained  is  the  fee  of  Bearce  & 
Drew,  wbich  is  of  no  possible  value  unless 
Commonwealth  avenue  is  discontinued.  There 
is  a  controversy  about  other  things  to  which  the 
city  should  not  be  a  party.  There  is  a  lady  travel- 
ling in  Europe  whose  trustees  cay  she  will  sign 
the  release  aS  soon  i  s  she  comes  borne,  and  there 
are  two  mortgages  ready  to  he  transfeired  as 
soon  as  the  money  comes  into  their  hands.  In  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Scelliui's  claim,  the  cocopauy  say  you 
mav  hold  back  the  entire  value  of  that  property 
to  pay  toe  damages  there.  Can  we  ask  more  than 
that?  I  know  of  a  cate  where  the  company  p  lid 
$5000  within  two  months  where  tbere  was  n't  any 
claim,  in  the  opinion  of  the  conveyancer,  but  Gen- 
eral Whitney  took  the  mooey  out  of  his  pocket 
and  said; "  tie  will  stop  that."  Everything  is  to  he 
done  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  or  tbe  Committee 
on  Streets.  I  wish  to  show  now  what  the  result  of 
this  work  has  been  for  the  city  of  Boston.  Tbe 
Water  Power  Company  gl i  e  to  the  city  in  rbese 
avenues  twentv-three  acres  of  land,  or  13,620  ad- 
ditional feet,  and  they  have  paid  §024,672  for  the 
filling  put  on  them.  It  has  also  cost  the  company 
$67,003.95  foi  the  lauds  ol  other  patties,  where 
these  aveuues  have  crossed  them,  viz.,  William 
Gray,  $15,335.10;  Skillmjs  aud  others,  $21,283; 
Boynton  ana  others,  $30.385.85— amounting  to 
$67,003.95,  tbat  they  have  paid  out  for  territory 
which  they  have  conveyed  to  the  city.  Tbe  clers 
of  the  vaer  Power  Company  says  the  releases  de- 
manded by  the  City  Solicitor  or  by  Mr.  Wads  worth, 
who  has  char  ge  of  the  work  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Healey,  have  been  procured  and  executed, 
excepting  that  of  Messrs.  Kearce  &  Drew,  about 
which  General  Whitney  explained  to  the  com- 
mittee, aud  1  have  also  explained  to  the  Board. 
In  regard  io  the  filling,  they  have  fiHed  more 
on  Commonwealth  avenue  than  the  con- 
tract required  by  5633  cubic  yards,  or 
705  squares  in  excess  of  the  requirements 
of  the  contract.  Now,  sir,  I  de.-ir?  to  call 
attention  to  one  other  thing,  as  an  act  of  justice 
to  the  company.  What  has  been  the  increase*! 
valuation  on  the  Back  Bay  since  this  work  com- 
menced? The  taxes  assessed  by 'he  city  on  tbe 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  in  1869  were 
$4749.74;  in  1870,  $5633.46;  in  1873,  $30,220.80;  in 
1874,  $33,192.12.  The  increase  from  1869  to  1874 
is  from  $4749.74  io  $33,192.12.  Now  look 
at  another  thin?.  William  Gray  owns 
167,208  feet  ot  land,  exclusive  or  street, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  unfilled,  for  which  he 
paid  $14,500  in  1869.  It  ha-  been  increased  in  value 
from  10  cents  a  foot  in  1869  to  15  in  1871,  30  in  1872, 
50  in  1873,  and  97  in  1874.  That  is  an  iucrease  on 
account  of  the  work  done  by  the  company.  Take 
Commonwealth  avenue  on  the  north  side, 
from  Exeter  to  Fairfield  street.  In  1868,  $1.25 
a  foot;  in  1875.  $2.62%  a  foot.  I  will 
not  detain  the  Aldermen  by  reading  all 
the  figures  I  have.  Commonwealth  avenue, 
from  Fairfield  to  Gloucester  street,  iu  1868, 
75  cents  per  foot ;  in  1875,  $2  a  foot.  From  Glou- 
cester street  to  Hereford  street,  in  1868.  60  cents 
for  upland,  and  25  cents  for  flats:  iD  1875,  $1.75  a 


foot,  and  all  upland.  From  Hereford  street  to 
West  Chester  park,  in  1868,  70  cents  a  foot  for  up- 
land, 15  cents  for  flats;  m  1875,  all  upland,  $1.25. 
From  Exeter  to  Fairfield  street,  in  1868,  all  flats, 
10  cents  a  foot;  la  1875,  the  land  ail  filled  and  as- 
sessed at  $3  a  foot— an  increase  of  from  10  cents 
co  $3  on  that  land  f.lone.  Fairfield  io 
Gloucester  street,  in  1868,  10  cenis:  in  1875, 
$1.75.  From  Gloucester  sneet  to  West  Ches- 
ter oak,  in  1868,  for  marsh  flats,  10  cents  a  foot ; 
in  1875,  for  flats,  75  cents;  for  land  $1.15.  Now 
take  Hunfrngten  avenue,— north  side,  near  tbe 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  and  Newton  streets — 
in  1868,  flats,  10  cents  per  foot;  in  1875,  all  filled 
up,  $1.30.  From  West  Nesvfon  street  to  West 
Cnester  park,  in  1868,  for  flats,  10  cents  per  foot; 
in  1875,  land  all  filled  up,  $1.30  per  foot.  From 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  and  West  New- 
ton street  (south  sice),  ia  1868,  for  flats, 
10  cents  per  foot;  in  1875,  all  land,  $1.15.  From 
West  JJewton  street  to  West  Chester  oark,  in  1868, 
10  cents  for  marsh  and  flats ;  in  1875,  all  land,  $1.20 
a  foot.  These  are  tbe  valuations  maoe  by  tbe  as- 
sessors of  the  city  of  Boston.  Now,  sir,  we  see 
that  the  city  is  ge'ttir-g  in  the  ~aj  of  taxes  a  great 
deal  more  than  tbe  interest  on  the  amount  ot  the 
contract.  Hun  ington  avsuue  was  filled  up  to 
giadeinl872.  c ut  it  has  sunk  to  twelve  icches  oo 
account  o£  the  run,  and  in  many  places  it  >s  wider 
than  the  coitr«ct  calls  for.  It  seems  to  me  that 
here  is  a  case  wbere  we  can  deai  justly,  fairly,  with 
this  company.  I  don't  object  to  the  reference, 
though  the  ojjmittee  know  exactly  what  the  ex- 
pense will  be.  The  City  Surveyor  has  rearly  all 
the  figures  which  it  is  possible  to"  get  at  this  time. 
The  ot  he  i  rhiagscan  be  as  well  provided  for  by 
passing  it  roday  as  at  a  liter  oate. 

The  order  offered  by  Alderman  Power  was 
passed. 

Sent  down. 

CURB  OB  FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  majority  and  mioority  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee oo  Coruinou  ou  the  subject  of  a  fence  or 
curb  on  the  Tremont-street  side  of  the  Common 
came  up  with  the  adoption  of  the  minority  report 
(City  Doc.  No.  83)  aLd  passage  of  the  order  to  pro- 
cure proposals  for  the  erection  of  ^  curb  and  iron 
fence  on  tbe  westerly  line  of  Tremout  street,  be- 
tween Park  and  Boylstoa  streets,  substantially  in 
aoeoroaace  with  tne  t  Ian  of  George  R.  Meacham. 

Tbe  question  was  on  coocurieine  iu  the  passage 
of  the  order  recornuiendsd  by  the  minority. 

Aldermau  Power — In  relation  to  this  fence  mat- 
ter, I  did  not  propose  to  say  tnucn  had  it  not  been 
for  tbe  blood  and  thunder  speeches  tbat  1  see  re- 
ported in  the  Common  CoulciI.  From  the  stand 
which  I  have  takea  in  this  Government  for  tbe 
preservation  of  th^  Coamon,  I  conuot  allow  this 
matter  to  be  settled  here  without  saving  a  tew 
words  in  my  own  defe  ce  at  any  rate  upon  taat 
subject,  as  1  favor  the  curb.  One  would  sup- 
pose from  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  in 
the  Common  G  ii'icil  that  those  who  favor 
tbe  curb  wcrt  in  league  with  those  who  wish  to 
destroy  the  Coinmot,  actl  give  it  up  for  horse 
railroad  porposes  aud  all  that  sort  of  thin;;.  Now, 
this  question  of  a  fence  rauie  up  in  1S73,  when  tue 
sidewalk  was  taken  for  tbe  widening  of  Treinont 
street.  After  the  sidewalk  was  taken  it  was  dee.n- 
ed  best  bj  this  Board  to  take  down  the  fence  for 
the  purpose  of  beautifying  the  Common.  It  was 
considered  that  it  presented  a  better  appearance 
wituout  any  fence  arouDd  it,  aud.  as  in  other 
cities  they' had  abauconed  feeds  for  hand- 
some curbs,  it  seemec  best  to  do  so  here, 
and  it  was  the  una  iinous  vote  of  this  Board,  I 
think,  to  remove  the  fence.  It  went  to  the  Com- 
lxcu  Council,  aud  there  again  the  widening  ot 
tremout  st.ert  came  up.  It  wa=  debate;  .  a'ul  so  it 
went  bv  for  last  year.  It  came  up  again 
this  year  and  the  committee  od  Commons 
and  Squares,  come  in  again  v.  rtli  a  unan- 
imcus  report,  recom  mending  a  curb.  Toe 
committee  looked  at  tbe  trees  bordering 
upon  that  street,  and  they  were  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  a  curb.  But  remoustrai  ts  come 
in.  The  newspapers  then  took  the  matter  up.  and 
a  few  persous,  not  more  than  three  in  number.  I 
think,  began  to  write  articles  upon  the  subject. 
They  were  alarmed.  They  mo.  gbt  it  >vae  a  move 
to  out  >ff  a  slice  of  tbe  Common,  aud  th."  excite- 
ment was  agai'.  raised  tbat  there  was  a  plot  to 
take  a  niece  of  the  Common.  I  would  under  no 
circuuutauces  take  an  iuch  from  Boston  Commo.i. 
I  would  sooner  vote  to  take  tue  whole  row  of  build- 
ings on  this  sule  of  Treinont  street  to  Bovlston  street 
than  to  take  oue  inch  of  Bostoa  I  ouiinou.  for  I 
think  it  is   essentially    and   vitally  necessary   to 
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Boston  to  preserve  every  incli  of  it  for  the  beauty 
and  bealtl  of  the  city.  But  when  gentlemen  in 
the  Council  talk  m  tins  way  of  thoce  who  favor 
the  curb— 

'•  But  no;  the  tire  has  been  lighted;  the  tiger 
has  tasted  blood—" 

I  wonder  what  the  gentleman  had  been  tasting 
to  work  bis  miud  up  into  that  honible  state.  I 
imagined  that  the  shades  of  Sylvauus  Cobb  and 
that  sort  of  literature  had  departed  with  him; 
and  as  Ned  Buntline  had  been  disposed  of  by 
Buffalo  Bill,  I  did  not  suppose  our  ears  were  to  be 
again  alarmed  by  such  language  as  thi.i.  But 
so  it  goes  on— 

"The  indignation  ot  the  people  was  plainly 
aroused  to  see  that  they  had  placed  here  guardians 
ot  their  nguts  and  privileges  who  would  stand 
ialv  bv  and  see  then  rights  invaded." 

1  think  it  is  harc'ly  uecessary  for  me  to  say  any- 
thing mote  as  to  my  views  upon  this  main  ques- 
tion of  the  importance  of  preserving  every  inch 
of  the  Common.  That  has  been  the  reason  why  I 
have  favored  this  curb.  The  most  permanent 
barrier  it  seems  to  me  that  can  be  put  tuere 
against  any  encroachment  upon  the  Common 
is  a  curb.  As  for  the  damage  to  the  trees, 
I  preteod  to  know  more  about  it  than 
these  geutlemeu  who  have  written  these 
sensational  articles  s.ud  made  these  sensational 
speecnes  upon  the  subject.  As  soon  as  the  fence 
was  taken  down  and  the  line  put  back  I  saw  the 
roots  cut  off  just  as  much  as  will  be  required  to 
be  done  for  this  ne<v  curb.  There  is  no  need  for 
touching  these  trees.  Theie  is  quite  a  uumbei  of 
to  in  that  it  is  as  well  to  lemove  as  to  allow  them 
to  staoo.  there.  As  I  said  before,  I  consider  it  the 
moss  perfect  barrier  a*  well  as  the  most  beautiful 
enclosure  that  can  be  put  around  the  Com- 
mon, and  therefore  I  advocate  the  curb. 
The  plan  of  the  fe.ice  which  is  pioposed  is  a 
very  taking  one.  It  is  a  very  pretty  fence,  but  it 
is  not  the  pi oper  thing  to  pot  there.  If  a  fence 
is  put  up  there  again  the  Citv  Engineer  says  such 
a  fence  as  is  pioposed  caunot  stand  there ;  and 
any  one  who  knows  anything;  about  this  climate 
knows  that  a  curb  put  nine  inches  into  the 
grouuu  »ith  earth  backed  up  against  it,  canuot 
stand.  We  all  know  how  the  fences  on  our 
thoroughfares  are  creaking  down  every  day.  Such 
a  lence  as  this  ;s  not  a  permanent  thing.  It  will 
always  be  a  standing  bill  of  expense  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  'the  granite  stringer  that  goe  <  from  post 
to  post  will  he  broken  every  winter  by  the  bearing 
of  the  frost,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Common,  a  permanent  structure 
should  be  put  there.  For  p.nn  ,uency  and  for  the 
prevention  of  anv  encroachment  upon  the  Com- 
mon, it  seems  to  me  the  surest  aud  safest  thing  to 
put  there  is  a  cuib.  I  have  as  great  a  love  for  the 
trees  on  the  Common  aath^  gentlemen  who  wrote 
these  articles,  and  il  I  thought  it  was  goinj  to  in- 
jure the  trees  I  should  not  wish  to  do  anything 
that  would  have  such  an  effect.  Therefore  I  hope 
ther-portoi  the  majority  will  be  substituted  for 
the  minority  report,  and  I  make  that  motion. 

Aldera:an  Quincy— I  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man tiom  Ward  12  ihat  some  gentlemen  in 
the  newspapers,  and  perhaps  elsewhere,  have 
been  making  a  mountain  out  of  a  mole- 
hill. It  was  thought  that  some  members 
of  the  committee  had  surrendered  to  the  vandals 
in  being  inclined  to  favor  a  curb.  The  facts  are 
that  we  supposed  that  one  wo-ld  be  about  as  dan- 
gerous to  the  roots  of  the  trees  as  the  other.  But 
since  the  heariug  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  the 
current  of  public  opin'on,  not  merely  as  indicated 
by  one  or  two  communications,  is  in  favor  of  a 
fence,  rather  than  a  curb.  Therefore  if  there 
is  a  strong  feeling  in  the  community  that  a 
curb  will  injure  the  trees,  I  think  it  is 
my  duty  to  deter  to  that  public  opinion,  as  in  this 
matter  no  principle  is  involved.  If  a  large  class 
really  think  the  curb  would  destroy  those  trees,  I 
think  it  is  my  duty  to  vote  tor  a  fence  mstead  ot  a 
curb.  As  to  the  matter  of  the  permanency  of  the 
fence,  I  think  we  had  experts  before  us  who  told 
us  we  had  a  fence  the  yost  noles  for  wfcich  would 
go  deeper  into  the  ground  than  the  trench  for  the 
curb.  I  think  we  had  the  testimony  of  experts  that 
a  structure  resting  upon  such  a  foundation  would 
be  less  likely  to  be  lifted  out  of  the  post  holes. 
It  is  a  matter  upon  which  I  do  not  desire  to  take 
the  blood  snd  thunder  position  that  the  gentle- 
man has  allud6a  to  in  his  remarks  upon  the  otLer 
branch,  but  as  public  opinion  is  so  strongly  in 
favor  of  a  fence,  I  think  I  should  defer  to  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— A  curb  or  ftnee  upon  Bos- 
ton Common  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  trivial 


matter;  but  as  the  Alderman  from  Wairl  12  says, 
the  attention  of  citizens  has  beju  called  to  it 
tbiougu  the  newspaper''.  It  is  a  matter  that  they 
all  feel  an  interest  in  aud  aie  sensitive  about. 
And  why  are  rhey  so  sensitive?  Because  out 
Common,  small  and  iusiguificantasit  is  compared 
w'th  the  parks  of  other  cities,  biings  to  every 
Boston  boy  more  pleasant  recollections  than 
any  other  mace  in  the  city.  That  is  the  reason 
why  we  hear  so  suoog  ano  positive  language  used 
about  it  in  the  othei  brancn ;  and  that  is  the  rea- 
son why  such  stroug  articles  appeai  in  the  news- 
papers. So  far  as  the  curb  U  concerned,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  neither  ornamental  nor  useful, 
lor  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will  destroy  the 
outer  row  of  tree-.  The  best  evidence  in 
the  city  cau  be  produced  in  support  of 
that  belief,  and  even  common  sense  and 
our  experience  on  the  Common  would  show 
that.  I  believe  the  f;uce  will  not  only  be  more 
ornamental  to  the  Common,  but  more  useful; 
while  the  curb  and  the  fence  protect  both  the 
side  ou  the  street  and  on  the  Common.  If  we  put 
back  the  fence  on  the  Common  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  silence  for  years,  if  not  forever,  the  cfii  for 
taking  anv  portion  of  the  Common  for  business 
puiposes. 

Alderman  Tower  in  tne  chair. 

Alderman  CU.ik— I  don't  propose  co  occupy 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Boaro  at  this  lat  =  hour, 
but  I  wish  to  set  myself  right  upon  this  question 
ot  a  fence  or  curb.  It  is  well  known  tuit  the 
committee  investigated  this  subject  very  thor- 
oughly last  jear.  They  did  it  in  consultanon  with 
the  City  Engineer,  an n  their  idea  was  to  get  the 
best  finish  possible  for  Tremont  street,  iuasmucb 
as  the  previous  City  Government  had  decided  not 
co  have  the  fence  pur  back.  At  the  time  the 
old  fence  was  taken  away  it  was  by  a 
very  lai'sre  majority  voted  not  to  put  b?ck 
that  fence  or  any  other  on  Tremont  street.  As 
one  of  the  members  of  that  committee  my  desire 
was  to  have  tba  be  t  permanent  finish  it  was  pos- 
sible to  obtain  put  down.  And  we  could  come  to 
ro  other  conclusion  after  cousultir.g  with  the  City 
Engineer  than  to  recommend  tfce  putting  up  of  a 
curbstone  which  would  give  a  very  fine  finish  to 
the  Tremont-street  side  of  the  Common.  I  doubt 
very  much  whither  there  are  many  of  the  mem- 
ber* of  this  Board  who  understand  what  that 
curb  t?as  to  be,  or  have  taven  the  troulle  to  ex- 
amine the  plans  of  the  Citv  Engineer  of  the 
curb  which  we  proposed  to  put  there. 
The  subject  of  widening  Tremont  street  -was 
settled  by  the  last  Legislature.  And  until  a 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  wish  to  have 
Tremont  street  widened  by  taking  a  poition  of 
the  Common,  ot  course  it  will  one  be  takeu. 
"When  chat  time  comes,  it  will  be  settled  bv  the 
citizeus,  aud  not  by  a  majority  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. In  regard  to  "the  widening,  when  that  time 
does  come,  I  certainly  shall  not  favor  the 
widening  ot  Tremont  stieet  by  taking  the 
tow  of  buildings  on  tne  o|jposite  side,  the  whole 
length,  instead  of  taking  a  few  feet  from  the 
Common.  But  that  is  not  the  question  before  us 
at  the  present  time.  It  is  simply  which  cow  is  the 
best— not  the  most  economical,  but  the  best- 
finish  fox  the  Common  upon  Tremont  street;  and 
that  is  a  question  which  was  thoroughly  investi- 
gated by  the  committee  last  year.  It  "was  also 
thoroughly  investigatea  by  the  committee  this 
year.  And  the  committee  did  not  go  into 
the  committee  room  and  talk  it  over  there 
merely,  and  get  the  opinion  of  this  man  and 
that  man,  but  they  wpnt  down  to  the  ground 
themselves.  They  even  Jj ad  drawn  a  plan  show- 
ing the  distance  from  evsry  tree  upon  the  mall  to 
the  curb.  The  committee  were  unanimous,  Mr. 
Chairman,  upon  the  subject  that  a  curb  was  de- 
cioedly  preferable  to  a  fence,  and  so  reported. 
But  a  few  gentlemen  thought  they  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  views  before  the 
committee,  and  a  hearing  was  given,  and 
at  that  hearing  as  uiaDy  experts  testified 
in  favor  of  a  curb  a?  in  favor  of  a 
fence.  As  many  men  who  are  supposed 
to  understand  the  natute  and  character  of  trees 
testified  their  preference  for  a  curb  as  testified  in 
favor  of  a  fence.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  taste. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  parties  who  come  before  the 
committee  a  fence  will  be  as  much  injury  to  the 
trees  as  a  curb  would  be.  Then  again,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  is  a  fact  that  the  fence  recommended  by 
the  minority,  the  plan  ot  which  was  drawn  by 
Mr.  Meacham,  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Engireer,  a  substantial  structure;  it  will 
not     stand     the    winters.      He    has     told     me 
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that  within  a  very  fev  minutes.  I  bave  do 
feeling  upoo  this  question  at  all.  If  it  is  the 
sense  ot  this  Board  to  nave  a  fence  9S  recom- 
mended in  pieference  to  a  curb,  I  hope  sucb  a 
fence  will  be  put  down  tbere  as  will  not  be  thrown 
out  of  pi 3  ce  by  the  frosts  of  winter.  It  is  well 
known,  I  suppose,  tbat  the  fences  around  the 
squares  at  the  Soutb  End  are  not  oniy  an  eyesore, 
but  tbat.  thev  ate  a  standing  bill  of  expense.  The 
cose  of  repairing  these  fences  is  some  thousands 
of  dollars  yearly  and  not  some  hundreds. 
You  can  see  by  tee  plan  that  this  proposed  fence 
is  very  pretty.  It  is  something  l>ke  the  fences 
at  the  South  End,  but  it  is  not  of  the  substantial 
character  of  the  old  feace  around  the  Common. 
The  cost  is  only  an  approximate  one,  and  tbere  is 
no  certainty  that  it  will  not  bs  very  much  greater 
than  the  estimate  of  the  engineer.  The  cost  o"f 
the  curb  is  bona  fide.  Parties  propose  to  put  the 
curbing  in  at  the  figures  stated.  It  was  testified 
to  before  the  committee  by  two  or  three  gentle- 
men, tbat  if  we  are  to  have  a  fence  there  their 
preference  would  be  to  have  the  same  kiud 
of  a  fence  that  was  taken  away.  If  we 
ate  to  have  a  fence  at  all,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  hope  we  snail  have  the  same  kiad  of  a  fence  put 
back  there  that  was  tak*n  away,  so  that  it  would 
correspond  with  the  other  part  of  the  Common 
aDd  be  uniform. 

Alderman  Power  withdrew  his  motion  to  substi- 
tute flie  majority  for  the  minority  report,  and  the 
Boa  d  eoucurrad  with  the  Common  Cooncil  in  the 
passage  of  the  minority  oiclsr— yeas  8,  nays  3. 

Yeas— Aldet  men  Burrage,  Har'ns,  O'Brien,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Quincy,  Stebbins  and  Viles — 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Power,  Wortbington— 3. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Clark  moved  a  recon- 
sideiation,  which  prevailed,  and  he  offered  a.i 
amendment  authoii«ing  the  committee  to  adver 
tise  foi  proposals  "(or  a  fence  of  the  same  design 
as  encircles  the  remainder  of  the  Common."  He 
simply  desired  tbat  ihe  committee  should  pro- 
cure the  estimates,  and  tne  Board  could  adopt 
which  plan  it  saw  fit. 

Alderman  Quincy  bad  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  and  Al'derm.;u  Prescott  tdought  oth- 
er plans  migat  De  better  than  Mr.  Meacbam's.  He 
suggestea  an  ammendment  that  they  advertise  for 
such  plans  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 

Alderman  Clark  accepted  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Wort hington  moved  *o  further  amend 
by  substituting  tne  words  "such  plans  as  may  be 
submitted  to  them,"  in  order  that  the  public  gen- 
erally may  offer  plans,  and  the  committee  not  oe 
confined  to  any  particular  one. 

Toe  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order 
passed  as  amended. 

Sent  down. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

REPORTS  OF    CITY  OFFICERS. 

Chief  of  Police.  Quarterly  report  ending  July 
1st.    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.    Monthly  exhibit  for  July 
1st.    Following  is  the  state  of  the  appropriations': 
Expended.       Unexpended. 


82,354,161.77 
382,230.61 


$11,185,095.32 

3,56l,0ti0.7(l 


Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc. 
General. . . .  $13,539,257.00 
Special 3,943,291.31 

$17,482,548.40         $2,736,392.38         $14,746,156.02 

Sent  down. 

City  Solicitor.  Semi-annual  report.  Placed  on 
file  ou  motion  of  Alderman  YortBington,  wbo 
said  the  printing  of  toe  report  was  a  useless  ex- 
pense. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  tires  and  alarms 
for  June. 

Sent  down. 

MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

Tbe  annual  report  of  this  Board  was  received 
[City  Doc.  No.  00]  and  sent  down. 

The  board  say  the  works  are  believed  t'*  be  in 
osost  respects  in  very  satisfactory  order.  At  the 
lake  a  great  d  eal  has  been  done  to  improve  the 
shores,  and  to  strengthen  and  keep  in  order  tbe 
dam.  The  head  gate  house  and  the  conduit  in  its 
whole  length  seem  to  be  in  good  condition.  Need- 
ful repairs  and  renewal  of  screens  at  tbe  pipe 
chamber  have  been  made.  Th-  gate  house  at  the 
pipe  chamber  should  be  enlarged.  The  engine 
house  and  rhe  dwelling  house  and  grounds  con- 
nected therewith  bave  been  kept  in  good  order, 
with  but  few  changes.  The  eogines  are  still  in 
excellent  working  order.  The  force  maio  has 
proved  to  be  sufficrent  for  all  need  since  our  last 


report;  but  we  see  no  reason  to  alter  our  judg- 
ment tbat  it  will  be  wiss  to  construct  a  second 
line.  A  good  deal  of  work  will  be  necessary  dur- 
ing the  next  year  in  relaying  many  pipes  where 
they  have  been  put  down  bt  fore  in  a  careless  and 
improper  manner. 

Ifrom  experiments  made  by  Mr.  A.  Ftely,  Mr. 
Thomas  Doane,  Mr.  Sym-nes,  assistant  suoerin- 
tendent  of  the  works,  in  1871,  it  has  bsen  found 
that  m  a  year  like  1871  the  Mystic  basin  can  be  de- 
pended upon  for  a  daily  supply  of  17,065,313  gal- 
lons. But  to  do  this,  additiunri  storage  basins 
must  be  constructed,  as  the  quantity  wasted  over 
tbe  dam  was  58%  per  cent,  of  the  whole  yield  of 
the  lake.  In  the  result  ot  the  experiments  made, 
the  City  Engineer  and  Mr.  Doane  were  agreed ; 
and  we  think  their  conclusions  can  and  should  be 
relied  on  m  estimating  the  value  of  the  water 
supply  from  this  source,  or  in  making 
caleuiatious  for  increased  storage  capacity,  or 
other  i  mprovenients  in  the  Mystic  water  basin. 

Basing  our  judgment  upon'tbe  analyses  and  ex- 
aminations made  ot  the  water  of  Mystic  Lake,  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  its  quality  is  good,  com- 
paratively and  actually;  aud  that  all  attempts  to 
disparage  it  would  utterly  fail,  were  it  not  for  the 
existence  of  uiauufactuifug  establishments  which 
drain  into  the  tributarj  stivams  of  the  lake.  This 
we  believe  to  be  the  true  view  of  the  case,  and  we 
are  therefore  prepared  to  recommend  the  imme- 
diate construction  of  "ewers,  to  divert  these  im- 
purities a.vay  from  the  tributary  streams,  and 
discharge  them  below  the  conduit'into  th-  M\mc 
River,  at  a  •  ost  of  from  8160,000  to  §210,000,  de- 
pending upon  the  point  of  discharge. 

Tue  boaro  look  favorably  upon  the  scheme  for 
raising  Horn  Pond, .  estimated  to  oo=t  §119,000,  as 
a  beginning  of  the  improvements  in  this  direc- 
tion, "and  will  be  readj  to  recommeud  immediate 
action  as  soon  as  the  question  of  sewerage  is  de- 
termined. The  total  water  i  ates  for  the  year  1874, 
as  shown  in  the  report  of  the  clerk,  werj  §235,- 
030.97,  and  tor  the  four  months  ending  April  30, 
1875,  §148,404.59.  The  amount  of  water  be  nc's  out- 
standing April  30, 1875.  was§i.2S0,000.  The  amount 
of  the  sinking  fund   April  30. 1875,  was  §138,228.76. 

The  whole  quantity  of  -vat-r  delivered  from  the 
reservoir  in  thf.  year"  1874  was  2,838,824,783  gallons. 
This  included  57.171,137  gallons  which  were  fur- 
nished the  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  the  city 
proper,  in  thirty  days,  from  Nov.  8  to  Dec.  8, 1874. 
Leaving  out  this  supply  to  the  city  nroper,  the 
average  daily  consumption  in  1S74  \v;,s  7.621,187 
gallons,  a  decrease  from  the  year  1873  of  134.844 
gallons.  In  the  four  rnomlis  ending  April  30,  lt-75, 
the  whole  consumption  amounted  to  1,205, S36,426 
gallons.  On  tbe  22d  of  April,  by  directiou  of  the 
Cochituate  Water  Board,  the  Mystic  water  was 
shut  oft"  from  E:st  Boston  and*  the  Cochituate 
let  on. 

Up  to  this  date  (April  22)  the  average  daily  con- 
sumption from  Jan.  1.  1875.  was  10.324,833  gallons. 
In  closing  their  report  the  board  say,  "A  majority 
of  the  members  of  r'lis  board  are  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  thtt  an  in'erest  of  the  magnitude  and  im- 
pottauce  of  the  water  works  of  tbe  city  of  Boston 
at  the  present  time  should  be  placed,  with  tbe 
least  possible  de'ay,inthe  hands  of  a  boaro  whose 
whole  time  and  tafeut  should  be  devoted  t_>  its 
management." 

CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  O'Brien  presented  the  eleventh  an- 
nual report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital, 
which  was  sent  down. 

The  rumber  of  patieots  remaining  in  the  hosoi- 
tal  April  30, 1874,  «as  238;  admitted  during  the 
year,  3424,  making  a  total  of  3662.  The  number 
discbarge  i  was  3130:  died,  291,  making  a  total  of 
3421 ;  remaining  iu  the  hospital.  241.  The  largest 
number  in  the  hospital  at  any  time  was  2S5:  small- 
est number,  188;  daily  average.  2o014;  average 
length  of  stay  of  each  patient,  22%;  uumher  of 
patients  treated  in  the  out-patient  d'paitment, 
8732;  number  of  visits  made  to  the  oospitaiby  chis 
class,  27,457. 

The  entiie  cost  of  maintaining  the  hospital  during 
the  year,  Including  every  expenditure,  was  at  the 
rate  of  §9.89  6  10  per  week,  or  §118.539.16;  but  of 
the  patients  enumerated,  96  paid  for  225.3,  weeks' 
hoard,  or  §2851.64,  leaving  the  sum  of  $115,687.52  as 
the  cost  to  the  city  of  treating  3566  non-paying 
patients  for  *he  total  of  11,762.67  weeks,  which  is 
at  the  rate  of  §9.S4  3-10  per  reek.  But  by  averag- 
ing the  net  cost  of  uiaiuiaiiiuig  the  hospital  for 
the  year  among  all  patients  treated,  the  average 
cost  to  the  city  of  each  patient  was  §9.41'^  per 
week.  The  daily  average  in  the  i>  timber  of  patients 
treated  is  seven  more  than  in  1S74,  total  number 
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trerted  is  227  more,  and  356  2-7  more  weeks'  board 
has  been  furnished  than  in  that  year. 

The  City  Council  of  1874  grant*  d  au  appropria- 
tion of  $190,000  for  the  enlargement  or  extension 
of  tbe  hospital  buildings,  and  the  larger  portion 
of  the  year  was  occupied  in  arranging  ar.d  per- 
fecting plans  for  tne  purpose.  The  new  struc- 
tures embrace  two  main  buildings,  for  medical 
and  surgical  treatment,  two  'one-story  pavilions, 
and  one  building  for  culinary  purposes.  The  past 
year 8  have  been  fiuitful  in  experience  regarding 
the  treatment  of  disease,  and  in  the  plans  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  hospital  the  trustees  have  en- 
deavored to  avail  themselves  of  it. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Augustus  Grant,  constable,  and 
Charles  B.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Faueuil  Hall 
Market,  being  presented,  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Boaru. 

PETITION  FOB  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  wa»  received  from  Robert  Bishop  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  at  134  Tu- 
dor street,  and  au  order  of  notice  was  passed  for 
a  hearing  to  all  parties  objecting,  on  Monday, 
Aug.  2,  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M. 

BOXBUBY    CANAL. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  on  the  report  and  order 
from  the  Committee  on  Harbor,  relative  to  the 
dredging  of  Roxburv  Cinal  and  ?  portion  of 
Charles  River,  at  an  expense  of  $10,000,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  tbe  order  in  a  new 
draft  as  follows. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Boston  Har- 
boi  be  authorized  to  contract  for  dredging  Rox- 
bury  Canal  and  a  portion  of  Charles  River  lying 
north  of  Beajoo  street,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $10,000,  and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
be  and.  he  hereby  is  authoiized  to  transfer  from 
the  Reserved  fund  Scid  sum  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman  Powei  thought  that  before  this  order 
was  passtd  the  amount  to  be  expended  tor  each 
should  be  stated  more  definitelj,  as  the  Roxbury 
Canal  dredging  was  to  oe  a  private  benefit. 

Alderoiau  Burrage  said  the  committee  would 
have  to  obtain  estimates  first.  Re  had  consulted 
the  City  Solicitor,  who  thinks  the  abutteis  are  not 
responsiole  for  the  nuisance  unless  created  by 
tneinselves.  Anyone  looking  at  the  deposit  can 
see  that  it  is  from  the  sewers,  and  as  there  is  no 
current  to  carry  it  out,  it  leinains  there. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed  yeas  9, 
uavs  2— Aldermen  Tower  and  Prescott  voting  .ay. 
Sent  down. 

THE  VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

The  chair  nan  submitred  a  report  from  the.  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  recommending  the  passage  of 
tne  order  for  an  appropriation  of  $12,000  for  a 
market  on  the  grounds  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Corporation,  in  a  new  draft,  as  follows: 

Orueied,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  fiom  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $12,000,  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  to  be  expeuded  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  gradirg 
and  preparing  tor  market  purposes  the  grounds 
leased  to  the  city  by  tbe  Mercantile  Whait  Cor- 
poration, lving  between  Atlantic  avenue  and  Mer- 
cantile street. 

Read  twice  and  nassed— yeas  10,  nays  1— Alder- 
mi  n  Bower  voting  nay. 

Sent  aowr.. 

THE  OFFICIAL  KEPOET 

Aide,  man  Bower  submitted  and  read  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The.  Committee  on  Frinting,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  petitions  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Daily  Advertiser,  the  Boston  Post  and  the  Boston 
Daily  News,  relative  to  tb6  official  reports  ot  the 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council,  respectfully  offer 
tbe  following  leport: 

The  committee  received  the  following  order 
from  the  City  Council,  approved  June  9,  directing 
the  committee  to  tdveitise  and  make  a  contract. 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Piloting  be 
directed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the 
City  Council  for  one  year  irom  the  first  of  luly. 
1875,  and  make  a  contract  for  the  same;  the  ex- 
pense thereof,  nor  to  exceed  $6000,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Printing." 

In  accordacce  with  this  order,  the  following 
advertisement  was  carefully  considered  in  com- 
mittee (io  consequence  of  the  experience  had  the 
preceding  year)  and  issued  in  the  daily  papers: 


"Sealed  pionosals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  Superintendent  ot  Printing,  City  Hall,  uutil 
Saturday,  Jure  19,  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  for  making 
careful  and  accurit9  reports  of  the  public  pro- 
ctedings  and  abstracts  of  the  debates  in  the  Board 
ot  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council,  at  regular 
and  'pscial  meetings,  and  printing  said  reports  in 
one  of  i be  daily  papers  of  Boston,  on  the  same  or 
tbe  following  day;  acd  also  supplying  300  copies, 
repiinted  in  form  ot  samples  to  be  seen  in  the 
office  above  named.  City  circulation  will  be  con- 
sidered in  awarding  th*  contract.  An  evening 
paper  preferred.  The  committee  reserve  the  light 
to  reject  any  or  all  pioposals. 

James  Bower,  Chairman.'' 

In  response  to  this  advertisement,  proposals 
were  received  liom  two  parties  only— toe  Tran- 
script aid  toe  Traveller. 

The  Transcript  proposal?  gave  the  same  snec:- 
fied  rates  as  the  contract  of  the  preceaiDg  year, 
but  wirhout  reference  to  the  limit  of  $6000.  which 
the  contract  contained,  to  which  the  committee 
weie  also  limited,  and  by  the  operation  of  which, 
in  completing  ihe  contract,  the  Transciipt  has 
supplied,  without  any  compensation,  work  which 
would  amount  to  about  $1000  under  the  specified 
rate. 

The  Tiavel'er  proposal  was  $5000  for  the  year; 
and  as  by  the  face  of  tbe  proposal'  the  Transcript 
offer  would  exceed  the  limit  of  authorized  expen- 
diture, taking  last  year  as  a  basis,  no  alternative 
lemained  to  tbe  committee  but  to  award  the  con- 
tract to  the  Traveller. 

Tbe  question  v*as  subsequently  raised,  whether 
a  contract  with  the  Traveller  was  prohicired  by 
the  statute  of  May  19,  1875,  chaorer  232.  This 
question  was  referred  to  the  City  Solicitor,  who 
replied  as  follows: 

Boston,  June  22, 1875. 
Georqe  Coolidge,  Esq.:  Bear  Sir — I  understand 
that  the  Traveller  establishment  is  owned  and 
conducted  by  a  corporation.  If  this  be  so,  the 
corporation  may  enter  into  a  contract  with  the 
city  for  piintiug,  etc.,  without  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  232d  chaptei  ot  the  sratutes  of 
the  present  year,  notwitnst.iuding  Mr.  "Worthlng- 
ton  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
also  a  stockholder  in  the  corporation.  A  corpora- 
lion  has  its  existence  independent  of  thecoipo- 
rators,  ano  may  be  sued  by  anyone  of  themio  the 
same  manner  as  by  any  otaer  person. 

Yours,  truly,  J.  P.  Healy. 

It  was  rietinitelv  ascertained  that  the  Traveller 
Association  was  a  corporation  such  as  the  Solici- 
tor referred  to. 

The  order  parsed  by  the  Common  Council,  and 
then  pending  before  the  Boar. I  of  Aldermen, 
caused  the  witlitiiawal  of  the  Traveller  proposals, 
as  the  committee  suppose,  a.,  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  held  on  the  28th  of  June. 

Tho  other  members  of  the  commutes  consider 
it  an  act  of  justice  to  their  colleague,  who  with- 
drew the  proposals  of  the  Traveller,  to  say  that  in 
the  consideration  of  the  pro  osals  in  committee, 
they  were  left  to  their  own  un  siased  judgment  in 
the  conclusions  they  adopted ;  and  thev  con- 
sider it  due  to  him  further  to  sav  that  in 
their  opinion  the  C:ty  Council  should  appreciate 
his  withtiawal  of  the  proposals,  and  consequent 
saciific  of  the  inierests  of  the  Tiaveller  Associa- 
tion, as  a  i  act  of  great  courtesv  to  his  fellow  mem- 
bers of  rhe  City  Government  aort  deference  to 
their  personal  opinions. 

The  Traveller  proposals  haviig  beeo  withdrawn 
on  the  28th  of  June,  two  days  only  before  the  ex- 
pii-tion  of  The  r-ontract,  no  provision  then  exist- 
ed for  reporting  the  proceedings  ot  any  subse- 
quent meeting.  The  order  of  the  Citv  Council 
was  mandatory  to  the  committee  to  make  a  con- 
tract. The  committee  met  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th  of  June,  after  th?  ses-iou  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  voter!  to  award  tbe  contract 
to  the  Transcript  proprietors,  on  the  terms 
of  their  proposals,  subject  to  the  same 
conditions  ar.d  limitations  as  the  then  existing 
contract  contained— which  the  following  corre- 
spondence of  the  next  day  explains : 

Boston,  June  29, 1875. 
Proprietors  of  the  Boston  Evening  Transcupt— 
Tbe  Committee  on  Brinting,  at  a  meeting  held 
last  evening,  voted  to  accept  youi  proposal)  dated 
June  19, 1875,  relating  to  the  reports  of  meetings 
of  the  City  Council,  the  contract  to  be  subject  to 
the  same  general  conditions  and  limitations  as 
exist  in  the  present  contract,  namely:  (1)  The 
limit  of  compensation  for  the  whole  year  to  be 
$6000,  in  accordance  with   the  order  of  the  City 
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Council  authorizing  the  committee  to  contract; 

(2)  The  reservation  of  light  to  teiminate  the  cou- 
tract   at   any  time   i)    tbe  manner  stated;   and 

(3)  ".Full  and  accurate  reports"  to  be  made, 
by  which  the  commi  tee  understand  reports 
similar  to  ihose  of  tbe  current  year.  Please  send 
me  writteu  notice  as  early  as  practicable  today, 
whether  jou  accept  tne  contract  as  above  award- 
ed ;  aad  if  so  accepted,  I  am  requested  to  inquire, 
whether  a  jy  memoer  of  the  Ciiy  Council  is  per- 
sonally interested  in  any  private  canacitv  in  the 
Transcnpt  property.    Respectfully  yours, 

GEORGE     COOUDGE, 

Clerk  of  Committee  on  Printing;. 

Boston,  June  29,  1875. 

To  Mr.  George  Coolidge,  Clerk  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing — The  ucdei  signed  accept  in  behalf  of 
tbe  Boston  Evening  Transcript  the  contract  as 
awarded  at  the  meeting  of  rhe  Committee  on  Print- 
inglastevenina.  They  agree  to  limiting  the  com- 
pensation '.o  $6000  tor  the  whole  year;  likewise  to 
second  specification  in  yoar  letter  of  this  date;  and 
pledge  themselves  to  furnish  full  and  accurate  re- 
ports of  the  proceedings  and  debates  in  the  City 
Council,  similar  to  those  of  the  current  year.  In 
regard  tc  tne  query  whether  any  member  of  the 
City  Council  is  interested  in  any  private  capacity 
in  the  Transcript  property,  we  answer,  No. 

W.  Durant.  I  Trustees  of 

Sam'l  P.  Mandell.  I  Heory  W.Dutton  &  Son. 

In  accordance  with  this  offer  aad  acceptance  of 
the  contract,  the  «ork  commenced  on  the  first 
day  of  July,  with  the  meetirg  of  the  Common 
Couucil  of  that  date;  aod  the  contract  papers 
were  prepared  by  the  City  Solicitor,  and  bave 
b»en  5uiy  signed  by  the  respective  parties. 

The  petition  of  the  Daily  Advertiser  is  dated 
aod  was  presented  July  1st,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council,  the  report  of  which  was  in 
progress  at  the  same  time  only  by  virtue  of  the 
contract  made  by  the  committee,  with  the  prompt- 
ness which  the  limited  time  require  i.  The  other 
petiiions  are  of  a  still  later  date. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement  that  the  com- 
mittee had  no  alternative,  at  anj  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, other  than  the  course' they  pursued.  It 
will  also  be  clearly  apparent  that  while  the  ad- 
vertisement gave  public  notice  of  certain  consid- 
erations which  would  have  some  bearing  in  the 
decision, occasioned  by  occurrences  the  previous 
year,  yet  neither  the  petitioners,  nor  any  other  tep- 
reseutatives  of  the  daily  press,  were  precluded  from 
entering  proposals.  The  committee  believe  they 
liave  correctly  represented  the  Government  iu  the 
aclion  they  have  taken. 

As  the  coutiact  has  been  duly  made,  and  now 
applies  to  the  current  proceedings,  and  as  it  pro- 
vines  for  its  cancellation  at  ai.y  time,  at  tbe  pleas- 
ure of  the  City  Council,  the  committee  present 
this  report  of  their  doings,  awaiting  aiiy  action 
the  Government  may  please  to  take  oo  the  subject 
while  recommending  that  the  petitioners  may 
have  leave  to  withdraw. 

James  Power, 
alex.  F.  Wadsworth. 
John  A.  Duggan. 
Eyekett  C.  Kixgsbury. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

sewers. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  report?  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  with  orders  as  follows: 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Nor- 
folk avenue,  between  Dorchester  Brook  aod  Hum- 
ph: ey  street;  in  Humphrey  street;  through  pri- 
vate land  between  Humphrey  street  and  Berkeley 
iivenue;  in  Bt-rkeley  avenue;  m  Hamlet  street;  in 
Boston  street,  between  Dudley  and  Cottage 
streets;  in  Hancock  street,  between  Dudley  and 
Columbia  Ltreets;  i~i  Allbright  court;  in  Sumner 
street ;  and  in  Everett  avenue.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Bragdon  street;  in  Notre  Dame  street,  through 
private  land,  to 'Washington  street;  to  Washing- 
ton street,  bet>veen  Townseud  and  School  streets; 
in  Townsend  street,  between  Washington  stieet 
and  Codman  patk;  iu  Codman  park;  iu  Cobden 
street;  iu  Walout  avenue,  between  Cobden  stieet 
and  ligleston  square ;  in  Westminster  avenue:  in 
Walnut  park;  in  Egleston  square,  and  in  Weld 
avenue.    Read  twice  aud  passed. 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers,  as  fol- 
lows: la  Marion  sireet  between  Moumouth  and 
Wbite  streets;  iu  Dorchester  avenue,  between 
Power  and  Hyde  streets.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 


Reports  with  orders  ot  notice  for  hearings  on 
Monday  next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency 
of  constructing  ?  ewers  in  Rutland  square,  between 
Columbus  avenue  and  Boston  &  Providence  Rail- 
road; in  Langdon  street,  Roxburv.  Severally 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  assessment  of  $75.40  on 
George  W .  Simmons,  Jr.,  $43.50  on  Catherine  V. 
Rockwell  ao  1  §43.50  on  Holmes  Hinkley,  for  a 
sewerin  the  rear  of  Marlborough  street.be  abatei, 
and  $95.70  ">f  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon 
H.  C.  Wainright. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  tor  the  taking  of  land  for  the  construc- 
tion of  sewers  as  follows :  From  Stephen  M. 
Allen,  for  the  Notre  Dame-street  sewer;  from 
Henry  Humphrey.  Charles  A.  Green,  and  Benja- 
min Burlingame,  for  the  Humphrey-street  sewer; 
from  J.  Amory  Coaman  and  the  heirs  of  Hemy 
Codman,  for  the  Bragdon  street  sewer;  from  John 
G.  Allbright  and  other  persons  unkoowo,  for  the 
Allbright-court  sewer;  from  Charles  A.  Green  and 
other  persons  unknown,  for  the  Berkeley-place 
and  Hamlet-street  =ewer;  from  Ste:  hen  M.Allen 
for  the  Notrs  Dame-street  se  nei.  Sevei&lly  read 
twice  and  passed. 

streets. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  S105  be  and  thj  same 
is,  for  cause,  hereby  abated  from  th-  betterment 
of  $605  assessed  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  of  Feb.  2, 1874,  upon  the  es- 
tate of  John  J.  May,  south  side  of  Pond  street, 
corner  of  Dorchester  avenue,  on  account  of  b-ne- 
fit  to  said  estate  for  the  widening  of  Pond  street, 
by  an  order  of  the  Street  Commissio.  ers  of  Dec. 
31, 1872— leaving  the  betierment  assessed  upon 
said  estate,  south  side  of  Pond  street,  corcer  of 
Dorchester  avenue,  at  $500. 

Read  twice  and  Dassed. 

Or o ers  to  pay  for  land  damages  as  follows: 
Bridget  Kelley,  $3000,  laying  out  anri  extension  of 
East  Lenox  street;  Emil  b\  ACKermaa,  S261.50, 
widening  of  Sua*?  unit  avenue;  heiis  of  Jam-s 
Davenport,  $95.04,  widening  of  Bowdoin  street; 
Mary  Brewer,  $5072  (for  land  taken  in  name  of 
heirs  of  Gardner  Btewer),  laying  out  and  extend- 
ing Walden  street  to  Centre  street.  S=verally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Oroer  to  pay  R.  M.  Stackpole  $7027.50  tor  land 
damages  in  widening  Sha-v'mut  avenue.  Read 
ouce. 

LAFAYETTE   SQUARE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  folio  ving: 

Tne  Committee  on  Paving,  to  wnom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Kicbard  Frothtngha  a  et  at., 
that  the  square  at  the  junction  of  Wine  )  and 
Main  streets.  Chulestnwn,  b°  called  Tuo.uoson 
square,  respectfully  reco  nuieiid  tuat  the  remon- 
strance of  William' Litchfield  and  forty-eight  oth- 
ers against  eal'iug  said  square  "Thompson  square." 
and  tbe  petition  of  Benjamin  W.  Gage  nnd  sixty- 
three  ofhers,  that  sail  square  be  called  "Lata'v- 
ette  square,"  be  taken  fiom  the  files  and  that 
said  remonstrants  and  petitioners  be  bend  by 
the  Board  on  Mondav,  July  19,  at  four  o'clock 
P    M. 

Alderman  Power  lated  that  the  committee 
thought  the  petitioners  as  well  *s  the  remon- 
strants should  be  heard. 

The  City  Clerk  stated  that  he  took  particular 
pains  to  notify  all  parties,  petitioners  as  well  as 
remoustiauts,  through  the  panels  and  by  written 
notices,  of  the  previous  hearing. 

Ald«-rman  Power  moved  to  tecommit  the  re- 
port. 

Alderman  Burrage  thought  the  petitioners 
would  have  to  be  heard  anyhow, 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions to  give  a  bearing  to  all  pirties. 

Tb?  motion  «a    lost. 

Alderman  Tower  explained  that  the  committee 
had  no  leeling  iu  the  matter.  They  bad  beard 
only  one,  side  and  called  the  place  Lafavette 
square,  and  now  be  thought  it  would  be  as  well  to 
name  the  place  Thompson  square  without  hearing 
the  other  snie.  To  a  large  park  should  be  given  the 
name  of  Lafayette. 

Aldermau  Power  offeied  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  heretofore  passed  to 
give  the  name  of  Lafayette  square  to  the  area  at 
the  junction  of  Main  and  Warren  stieet*.  be  re- 
scinded ;  and  that  said  area  be  called  hereafter 
Thomp  son  equare. 
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Alderman  Burrags  agreed  with  Alderman  Pow- 
er, but  still  believed  it  best  to  give  tbe  bearing-. 

Aldeiman  Wonbingion  believed  that  inauy 
people  io  Cbarlestown  would  be  opposed  to  nam- 
ing the  place  Thompson  square,  as  there  is  one 
street  ot  that  uatue. .  It  was  the  Board's  duty  first 
to  give  them  a  hearing. 

The  order  was  rejected— yea'  3,  nays  C. 

Yeas— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Pow>-r,  Stebbins— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bui  rage,  Clark,  Hairis,  Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Viles,  Werthington— 7. 

The  leport  was  then  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

AJdei  man  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
fiom  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Reports  ana  ordeis  for  the  Street  Commissioners 
to  erade  Silver  street  from  F  to  Dorchesttr  street 
and  turnish  and  set  the  edgstones  and  pave  the 
sidewalks  with  Orick,  and  to  pave  the  roadway  with 
burnettized  spruce  blocks,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$5000;  togiaue  and  pave  Silver  street,  from  E  to 
F  Street,  as  above,  including  pav'ng  the  roadway 
with  burnettized  spruce  blocks,  at  an  estimated 
cost,  of  $4000.    Orders  read  once. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  grade  Ruttan  J  square,  west  of  Colum- 
bus avenue,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $800.  Order 
read  twice  and  paused. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  grade  and  pave  Corey  street  from  Cen- 
tre to  Patk  street,  West  Roxbury  District,  and 
erect  fences  on  the  sides  of  said  street ;  estimated 
cose,  $1800.    Order  «ead  once. 

Schedule  of  expense  of  layicg  sidewalks  in  front 
of  certain  estates  on  Cedar  street,  between  Thorn- 
ton and  Washington  streets,  with  order  for  pro- 
portionate assessment  and  collection  of  same. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  ai.d  set  edgestones  and  pave  the 
sidewalks  with  brick  in  tiont  of  tbe  estates  of 
Angus  Douglass  on  Windsor  aid  Warwick  streets; 
John  O'Neil,  169  Sixth  street;  Willicrn  McCarty 
161  Sixth  street;  Timothy  Donovan,  171  Sixth 
street ;  Margaret  E.  Duffy,  175  Sixth  street.  Or- 
ders read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  «et  edgestones  in  front  of 
estate  of  A.  J.  Tibbitts,  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Stafford  stre.  r.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  ana  older  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  fun  isb  and  set  the  edgestones,  pave 
the  gutters  and  sidewalks  and  gravel  the  road- 
way of  Troy  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and 
Albany  street;  and  to  repoit  a  schedule  of  the 
cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks.  Order 
read  twice  and  passeJ. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  close  Berkeley-street  Bridge  over  the 
Boston  <&  Providence  Railroad  against  public 
travel  at  such  times  as  may  be  necessary  during 
tbe  r-oairs  on  said  bridge.  Ordrr  read  twice  and 
passed. 

COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD'. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  teport  fioui  the 
joint  special  committee  to  nominate  a  member  of 
Cochituate  Water  Board  vice  Thomas  GogiD,  re- 
signed, recommending  the  election  of  Charles  E. 
Powers.    Accepted. 

A  ballot  was  oraered.  Aldermen  Viles  and 
O'Brien  being  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes: 

Whole  number  of  votes 10 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Charles  E.  Powers 8 

Francis  A.  Peters 1 

Blank  1 

Mr.  Powers  war  declared  elected.  Certificate 
sect  down. 

BUILDING   PERMITS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Tnat  during  the  recess  of  the  Common 
Courcil  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
permit  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  of  larger 
dimensions  than  those  authorized  by  the  otdi- 
nauce,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they 
-  may  deem  advisable. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Join*  Committee  on  Public  Lanas : 

Ordered,  That  Ins  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument,  to 
be  approved  by  the  Citv  Solicitor,  whereby  the 
city  shall  release   tbe    conditions   on  the  land 


row  owntd  by  the  Boston,  University,  on 
East  Concord  street,  and  whereby  the  said 
university  shal'.  in  consideration  of  said  re- 
lease, covenant  with  the  city,  that  said  land  shall 
be  subject  to  the  restriction  that  it  shall  bt»  used 
for  uo  other  purpose  than  tor  a  medical  college, 
and  for  educational  purposes  in  connection  with 
the  Boston  University,  unless  at  any  time  the 
owners  of  said  land  for  the  time  being  shall  pay 
to  the  city  a  sum  equal  to  62%  cents  a  foot  for  the 
whole  of  said  lanG,  in  which  case  the  said  land 
may  thereafter  be  used  for  dwelling  houses  not  to 
b6  less  than  three  stories  in  height,  the  extenot 
walls  of  which  snail  be  of  brick,  stone  or  iron. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  which'passed  the  City 
Council,  and  was  approved  by  nis  Honor  the 
Mavor,  June  12, 1875,  relating  to  the  land  on  East 
CoDCord  street  owned  by  the  Boston  University, 
be  and  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Whereas,  The  city  of  Boston  did  on  the  first  day 
of  April,  1874,  lease  foi  a  »erm  of  three  years  from 
said  date  to  Coul  &  Arkenhead,  the  lot  of  land  on 
Swett  street,  known  as  tbe  hwetc-street  Hospital 
lot,  containing  about  112,070  aquare  feet,  with  the 
buildings  thereon  standing,  at  a  rent  of  $1000  per 
annum,  to  be  made  in  quarterly  payment*  cc  the 
first  day  ot  August,  November,  February  and 
May  in  each  tear  during  said  term ;  and 

Whereas,  The  amount  due  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  1875,  remains  unpaid,  and  the  said  lessees 
having  quit  the  i.  remises  and  left  the  city,  there- 
fore be  it 

Oideied,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  enter  upon 
and  take  possession  of  the  said  premises  in  behalf 
of  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  city  ot  Boston. 

Read  twice  aud  passed. 

Also  leportson  petitions  previously  referred,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  time  for  building  upon  the 
lot  of  land  on  Springfield  street,  east  of  Harrison 
avenue,  as  sold  by  the  city  to  Joseph  E.  Billings, 
in  1873,  be  extended  to  July  1, 1876,  upon  condition 
that  he  pays  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lards  the  sum  of  $75,  » ithin  ten  days  from  the 
passage  of  tois  otder. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Thac  the  time  for  building  upon  two 
lots  of  land  ou  Albany  acd  Newton  streets,  as  sold 
by  the  city  to  Martin  Hayes  in  1871,  be  extended 
to  July  1, 1876,  upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $150 
within  ten  days  from  the  passage  ot  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  three 
lots  on  Hairisoe  avenue,  as  sold  cy  the  city  to 
E.  S.  John  on  in  1873,  be  extended  to  Aug.  1,  i876, 
upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Lands  the  suae  of  $300  within  ten 
days  fi  jm  the  passage  of  this  oi  der. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Otdered,  That  the  time  for  building  upon  two 
lots  of  land  on  Albaoy  and  Sharon  streets,  as  sold 
by  tbe  citv  to  Richard  Leels  in  1871,  be  extended 
to  July  1,  1876,  upon  condition  that  he  pays  to  the 
Superintende at  of  Public  Lands  the  sum  of  $150 
within  teu  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  J.  B.  Regan  for  leave  to  surrender 
tbrte  lots  of  land  on  Paul  and  Middlesex  streets, 
as  put  chased  by  bio;  from  the  city  in  1872  and  1873. 
Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

BONDS  OF  CITV  OFFICERS. 

Viderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
joint  suecial  committee  to  examin"  the  bonds  of 
city  officers,  that  thev  found  tbem  correct  in  loroa 
End  with  sureties  sufficient.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

POLICE. 

Alder  man  Burrage  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  as  follows: 

Reporc  recommending  the  confirmation  of  the 
executive  nominations  of  Cnrrelius  Harrington 
and  Christopher  K.  Poliste--,  to  be  police  officers. 
Report  accepted  and  said  nominations  were  ap- 
proved and  confirmed. 

Repoit  recommending  tbe  graoting  ot  petirioa 
of  Palais  Roval  et  al.  that  projectioggas  lignts  in 
front  of  No=.  90  and  92  Court  street  be  allowed  to 
remain,  provided  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  cer- 
tifies that  they  are  securely  fastened,  and  provid- 
ed, also,  that  the  lamp  post  now  standing  in  the 
sidewalk  in  front  ot  said  numbers  is  removed. 
Accepted. 
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BOARD      OF      ALDERMEN. 


Reports  recommending  the  granting  of  the  fol- 
lowing petitioos  for  leave  to  maintain  projecting 
signs  or  lanterns  at  the  places  named,  provided 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings  certifies  that  tbe  lan- 
tern is  securely  fastened :  Massachusetts  Horti- 
cultural Society,  lantern,  Horticultural  Hall;  Tr,e- 
mont  Temple  Corporation,  lantern,  Tremont  Tem- 
ple; Stumcke  &  Goodwin,  lantern,  Crawford 
House;  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  illu- 
minated window,  corner  of  Eliot  and  Tremont 
streets;  Lewis  Rice  &  Son,  lamps,  Ameiioan 
House;  J.  W.  Tufts  &  Co.,  projecting  sign,  corner 
of  Hanover  and  "Washington  streets;  William  F. 
Robertson,  lantern,  181  Hanover  street;  W.  V. 
Hutchings,  guardian,  lantern,  2164  "Washington 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recomrhendinf>;  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Oriental  Tea  Company  for  leave  to  pro- 
ject their  advertising  sign  at  85-89  Court  street,  if 
similar  privileges  are  allowed  to  others.  AC: 
cepted. 

PERMITS  FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  as 
follows  trom  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
of  the  Board : 

Reports  recommending  the  granting,  on  tbe 
usual  conditions,  of  the  following  petitions  for 
leave  to  occupy  stables :  «4eorge  B.  Green,  Champ- 
ney  street,  near  Newman;  J.  W.  Sbapleigb,  Wood- 
yille  square,  Ward  14.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  with  iraw  on  tbe 
following  petitions :  For  leave  to  occupy  stables 
— E.Farrell,  Whiting  street,  Ward  15;  Maurice 
Lynch,  Earwell  avenue;  John  H.  Clapp  (petition 
for   leave  to    enlarge), rear  of   290   Main  street; 


James  Nugent,  674  Second  street.    Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Joseph  Robertson, 
Everett  House;  John  Higgins,  23  Meridian  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— John  O'Niel,  Mt. 
Washington  avenue. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— William  L\  S. 
Carter  and  forty-five  others  (renewals). 

Intelligence  Office  License  Refused — Tileston  C 
Power,  198  Washington  street. 

HackLicensts  Granted— James  J.  Prendergast, 
115  Sudbury  street;  Joha  H.  Wiley,  24  Exchange 
street. 

Auctioneer  Licensed— Henry  M.  Snell,  131  Dev- 
onshire street. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  SOGERS  ATEIfTJE  RAILROAD  CROSSING. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  requiring  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  Company  to  place  a  gate  or  a 
flagman  at  the  intersection  of  their  tracks  with 
Rogers  avenue  near  Ruggles  street. 
Pas  >ed. 

CITY  REGISTRAR  AUD  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Alderman  Quincv  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  majority  report  and  order 
on  subject  of  Board  of  Health  and  City  Registrar's 
depp-rtment  was  passed  (City  Doc.  No.  72). 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

,-       JULY    15,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  tbe  chair. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDEEMEU    FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Report  of  fire3  and  alarms  for  Jnne;  anrual  re- 
ports of  Mystic  Water  Board  and  Trustees  or  City 
bospiial,  and  Auditor's  exhibit  for  July  1st.  Sev- 
erally placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  A.  G.  BartleU,  and  petitions  of  Thomas 
Keyes  and  Henry  Cohen.    Severally  referred. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  John  B.  Regan,  to  surrender  three  lots  of 
land  od  Paul  and  Middlesex  streets.    Accepted. 

Report  that  bonds  of  city  officers  are  correct, 
etc.    Accepted. 

Report  that  th?>  contract  for  publishing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council  has  been  awarded  to 
the  Transcript.    Accepted. 

Order  authorizing  th;  Committee  on  Survey, 
etc.,  of  Buildings  to  issue  permits  for  ths  erection 
of  wooden  buildings  during  recess.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Reports  and  oxders  for  extension  of  time  to 
build"  io  be  granted — 1.  To  Mariin  H;yes,  on 
Albany  and  East  Newton  stieets;  2.  To  Ricn- 
ard  Leeds,  on  Albany  and  Sharon  streets; 
3.  To  J.  E.  Bikings,  on  East  Springfield 
street;  4.  To  E.  S.  Johnson  and  others,  on 
Harrison  avenue.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  tor  city  to  take  possession  of  Swett-street 
Hospit?!  lot.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order*  for  release  of  certain  conditions  on  cer- 
tain land  owned  by  the  Boston  University  on  East 
Concord  street,  and  to  rescind  original  order  on 
the  subject.    Rsad  twice  and  passed. 

THE  VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

A  report  cams  down  with  an  order  fora  transfer 
of  $12,000  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appro- 
P'iation  for  Markets,  for  the  purpose  of  grading, 
for  market  purpoes,  the  lands  leased  to  the  city 
by  the  Mercantile  Whaif  Corpo:ation. 

The  order  was  lead  twice,  under  a  suspension  of 
'he  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parker  of  AVard  14, 
ana  rejected — yeas  46,  cay?  10 — (two-thiras  being 
necessary). 

Messrs.  Clarke  of  Wi id  15,  Devereux  of  Ward 
22,  Duggan  of  Ward  5,  Flynn  of  Ward  5,  Howes  of 
Ward  11,  Page  of  Ward  9,  Pierce  of  Ward  11, 
Sweetser  of  Ward  10,  Tliacher  of  Ward  15,  and 
Wilson  of  Ward  12  voting  nay. 

L.vter  in  the  S'-ssion  AH.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10 
moved  a  reconsideration,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Brackett  of  Ward  70  the  vote  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  the  motion  being  carried — jeas  51,  navs 
12: 

Yeas— Messrs.  I5eal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Burgess,  Cawley,  Collins,  docker,  Curtis,  Crush- 
ing. Gushman,  Damon,  Day,  Edward*,  F<=.lt,  Fitz- 
gerald, (-ioldthwa.it,  Guild,  Harmou,  Hicks,  firs- 
cock,  Kellcy.  Kimball,  Kmgsley,  L?pren,  Leigb- 
ton,  Luring,  Mol  y,  Monuey,  Morrrson,  Newton, 
Oiborne,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Power,  Bice, 
Samoson,  Sibley,  Smith, Sprague,  Sweetser, Train, 
Trull,  Walbridge,  Wbitcomb,  Wuitmore,  Wilbur, 
WUlcutt,  Wilson,  Woods— 51. 

Nays— Messis.  Clarke,  Coyle, Devereux, Duggan, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flyno,  Howes,  Kingsbury,  Noyes, 
Page,  Pi°tce,  Tbacher,  Walsh— 13. 

The  order  was  then  [.passed  in  concurrence— 
yeas  53.  r.ays  11: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Ber.t,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Burgsss,  Cawlev,  Collins,  Co\le.  Crocker,  Curtis, 
Cusfiing,  Ctishman,  Damon,  Day,  Edwards,  Felt, 
Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks, 
Hiscock,  Kel  ey,  Kimball,  Kingsiey,  Lappea, 
L*igliton,  Lormg,  Molev,  Moonev,  Morrison,  New- 
tou,  Osborne,  Paiker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Power, 
Rice.  Sampson,  Sibrev,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser, 
Train,  Trull,  Walbridge,  Wbitcomb,  Whitmore, 
Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wilson.  Woods  -52. 

Nays— Messrs,  CI  * i  Ue,  Devereux,  Duggan ,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Flynn,  Howes,  Kingsbury,  Page,  Pierce, 
Thac her,  Walsh— 11. 

ROXBURY    CANAL. 

A  ronort  cam:-,  down  witn  an  order  authorizing  a 
contract  for  dredging  Roxbury  Canal  and  a  por- 
tion of  diaries  River,  at  nor  exceeding  $10,000, 
and  for  a  transfer  of  said  sum  trout  Reservec.  Fund. 


Mr.  Whitcomb  of  Ward  13— As  it  is  important 
that  tbe  Roxbury  Canal  should  be  dredged  as 
soon  as  possible,  I  move  that  the  rule  be  suspend- 
ed that  the  order  may  be  passed  tonighr,  it  being 
the  last  meeting  prior  to  the  vacation. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed  in 
concurrence — yeas  56,  nays  1;  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward 
16  voting  nay. 

.BACK  BAT  IMPROVEMENT. 

A  report  and  order  to  pay  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company,  assignees  of  N.  C.  Munson, 
$284,664.90,  for  certain  streets  and  avenues  on  the 
Back  Bay,  (City  Doc.  No.  90,)  came  down  recom- 
mitted to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  with  in- 
structions to  report  the  number  of  releases  or 
other  instruments  to  be  obtained  to  perfect  the 
title  to  the  streets,  etc.    The  Council  concurred. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  order  concerning  the  curb  and  fence  on 
Tremont-street  mall  came  down  amended  by  in- 
serting "or  such  other  plans  as  mavbe  submitted 
to  them."    (City  Doc.  No.  83.) 

Mr.  Howes  of  Wa,rd  11— I  trust  this  amendment 
will  not  be  concurred  in.  It  seems  to  ne  apian 
meiely  to  delav  this  matter  still  longer.  As  the 
Council  will  adjourn  tonight,  the  committee  could 
mot  leport  until  we  meet  next  autumn;  meantime 
the  Common  will  stay  in  its  p  esent  destitute  con- 
dition. The  Coumon  Council  passed  this  order  at 
the  last  meeting  by  a  very  large  majority,  and  it 
seems  to  be  entirely  unnecessary  for  the  Board  of 
Aid ei  men  to  de'ay  tbe  work.  I  trust  we  shall 
adhere  to  our  foimer  actiOD. 

Xho  Council  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment.   Sent  up. 

COCHITUATE  WATER  BOARD. 

A  report  nominating,  and  certificate  of  election 
of  Charles  E.  Pove.s  as  a  member  of  the  Cochitu- 
ate'Wattr  Board,  in  ,_l"ce  of  Thomas  GrOgin,  re- 
signed, came  down. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  tbe  rule  was 
s  spei  do  and  the  Council  proce-ded  to  an  elec- 
tion. Messrs.  Page  of  Ward  9,  Sibley  of  Ward  20, 
and  Wbitcomb  of  Ward  13  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  count  votes.  They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 61 

Necessarv  for  a  choice 31 

Charles  E.  Powers 36 

Joseph  M.  Wightman 25 

Mr.  Powers  was  declared  elected,  in  concur- 
rence. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  suitable  accommodations  to  be  pro- 
vi:ed  in  Mrnoc  School  District  tor  pupils  now  oc- 
cpyiug  tbe  vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Unity. 
Passed  'in  concurrence. 

Order  for  additional  at cinniod  =  tion s  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  Harvari  Giarnmar  School.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Resolve  and  oroer  for  widening  Pearl  street,  at 
an  adjudged  expense  of  $31,613. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  the  Committee  on 
Streets  will  give  some  explanation  of  tdis  order, 
•,s  it  is  new  to  me. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— Tbis  is  a  case  in  which 
the  city  is  to  pay  for  land  now  used  as  a  sidewalk, 
but  which  belongs  to  private  parties.  As  the  city- 
is  using  the  property  of  private  individuals,  there 
is  un  reason  why  it  should  not  be' paid  lor. 

Mr.  Train — '.'oe  explanation  is  satisfactory  and 
I  sbali  vote  for  tb    order. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— How-  many  square  feet 
of  land  are  th-re? 

Mr.  Burditt--!  don't  know  whether  the  Chair- 
nan  ha-  the  information  or  no-.  .All  1  kno  -  is 
the  price  paid  is  just  one-half  the  assessed  value 
of  the  laud. 

M  r.  Flv  ■■  c  of  Warn  T— The  mnnbei  of  square 
feet  and  tit  once  per  fool  are  in  tbe  order  eut 
to  tbe  Council  bv  the  Street  Commissioners.  It  is 
a  p  ece  of  land' on  Pearl  street  "here  the  iroo 
ruling  projecting  li  jm  the  stores  ued  to  be  upon 
the  sidewalk;  it  his  been  so  for  a  number  of 
\  ears,  and  t  be  whole  side  •  alk  was  devoted  to  it. 
As  it  Is  now  used  for  a  sid-wale,  the  committee 
thought  it  no  more  than  fair  that  the  city  should 
pav  for  tbe  land. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  ttme. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— As  the  oarcels  of  land  de- 
scribed are  now  in  the  street,  and  there  is  no 
specie]  bvurv  for  the  final  passage  of  the  order,  I 
turn  e  'hat  it  lie  upoo  tbe  (able,  that  men.ber-  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the  premises  be- 
fore the  i.ext  meeting, 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  tbe  order  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  lure  for  three  years,  for  armory  put- 
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poses,  an  additional  room  iu  building  corner  of 
Ha iv  rd  mid  Washington  sireets. 

Mr.  Flyunjof  Ward  7-1  think  that  matter  will 
kesp  a  little  while.  I  undeistanu  tbey  hired  two 
armories,  and  are  unable  to  get  two  companies 
there,  and  are  trying  to  pack  th.ee  companies 
there.  I  hope  it  will  lie  over  for  mvesiig?,tion, 
and  l  move  that  the  order  lie  upon  the  table. 

Carried. 

SEWER   IN   MYSTIC   VALLEY. 

The  order  for  the  const.'uction  of  a  main  sewer 
and  branches  iu  the  Mystic  Valley,  etc.,  at  an  es- 
timated co^t  of  $'205,000',  was  considered  under  un- 
ii.  Mi  ii  business 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  declared 
passed. 

Mr.  b'lynn  of  Ward  7  inquired  if  it  did  not  re- 
quire a  yea  and  nay  vote. 

The  1'resident — It  seems  to  be  a  pivliu  inary  o:- 
der,  and  the  details  will  come  in  beieaftei. 

Latei  in  the  session  Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6 
asked  if ,  under  that  order  as  pasced,  the  Mystic 
Water  Boaid  could  not  go  on  ard  build  the  sewer. 

The  Trcsident— The  Chair  understood  that  this 
was  >iuiply  in  the  routine,  and  that  the  orders  to 
authorize  tne  expenditure  of  money  would  have 
to  be  passed  hereafter  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote. 

Mr.  Kimball— In  other  words  the  Council  have 
voted  to  authorize  the  Mystic  Water  Boaul  to  con- 
struct this  sewer  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $205,- 
000,  and  nothing  now  remains  out  for  the  Council 
to  vote  an  appropriation  for  the  lands  that  have 
to  be  taken  uiuier  the  right  of  eminent  domain. 

The  President— That  is  ihc  Chair's  impression. 

Still  later  in  the  ses.-ion  the  President  Said — 

In  .elation  to  the  appropriation  for  the  sewer  in 
the  mystic  Valley,  the  Ch  n ,  upon  further  consid- 
eration, raids  tliat  it  is  not  entirely  free  from 
doubt  as  to  u  Ii- ch  r  the  oider  should  hive  a  yea 
and  nay  vot1  or  not;  but  inasmuch  as  it  is  impor- 
tant to  be  right,  it  will  do  no  harm  to  take  the 
vote  at  this  lime,  and  the  Cleik  will  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  would  ask  if  the  order 
does  not  authorize  ihe  Mystic  Water  Boaul  tocon- 
struct  the  sewer. 

The  Fr.  sulci) t. — The  matter  is  left  in  an  ambigu- 
ous shape.  The  order  seems  to  be  a  preliminary 
one,  but  inasmuch  as  .the  subject  is  not  entiiely 
free  from  doubt,  tits-,  vote  will  ce  taken  by  >eas 
and  nave. 

Mr.  Kimball — If  it  is  in  order  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  subject,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Council  to 
hesitate  before  passing  an  order o£  this  magnitude 
and  iu;  rusting  this  work  to  a  board,  as  I  see  bv 
their  report  placed  upon  our  desks  tonigbi,  whose 
only  warrant  for  exercising  the  powers  and  nei- 
forming  th?  duties  of  their  office,  is  that  they  are 
to  hold  then  positions  until  other*  are  elected  in 
their  stead,  and  that  the  t  mis  of  all  except  one 
have  expired,  and  that  one  expires  in  A.pril,  1876. 
With  the  exception  of  one  order  passed 
last  December,  no  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  that  hoard  have  b-e?j  made  by 
the  City  Council,  and  no  ordinance  passed  to  take 
the  place  of  the  <me  adopted  by  the  city  of 
Chariestown,  which  was  annulled  by  annexation. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  not  authorize  the  Mystic 
Water  Board  ro  construct  this  sewer,  or  do  what  is 
contemplated  by  this  order,  end  give  them  these 
extensive  powers,  until  some  arrangement  has 
been  made  by  which  the  supplying  of  the 
different  sections  with  water  shall  be  put 
under  one  bead.  We  know  nothing  of  the  details 
of  the  necessities  of  this  sewer.  lam  not  aware 
that  we  have  receive!  any  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water.  We  have  a  g-neral  oider  here 
which  certainly  grants  a  great  deal  of  $ ower  to 
whom  we  might  almost  call  irresponsible  parties. 
I  understood  that  tbeCommitt-e  on  Water  were 
to  visit  the  localiry.  I  nearo  that  thev  nave  been 
sevn  out  upon  the  line  of  this  proposed  sewer,  or 
in  the  vicinity  of  these  ponds  or  lakes,  and  1  t  ap- 
posed we  should,  have  had  a  printed  report 
in  detail,  that  we,  might  know  what  is  pio- 
posed  to  be  done.  It  is  an  important 
matter.  I  don't  wish  to  interpose  any  objection 
to  the  construction  of  all  the  woiks  necessary  to 
supply  the  different  parts  of  the  city  with  water; 
but  this  matter -eems  to  be  of  sufficieot  magni- 
tude to  warrant  some  further  investigation,  and  I 
think  we  fnonll  have  more  time  than  has  been 
allotel  to  ihe  subject. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9—1  should  not  have  vot- 
ed for  the  passage  of  this  order  if  I  had  known 
what  it  was.  I  see  the  estimated  cost  is  $205,000. 
Will  the  Commit' s-  on  Water  inform  tbe  Council 
whether  this  is  a  bond,  firle  estimate,  on  plans 
propeily  prepared  by  the  City  Engineer,  or  wheth- 


er it  is  an  aparoximate  made  by  some  othtr  per- 
son. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— Last  year  the  Coun- 
cil authorized  an  application  to  the  Legislature 
for  authority,  in  couuection  with  the  towns  of 
Stout  nam,  Winchester  aid  Woburn,  to  build  a 
sever  to  take  away  the  diamage  which  now  runs 
into  Mystic  River.  Application  was  made,  with 
the  understanding  that  those  towns  would  unite 
in  building  the  sewer;  but  when  the  subject 
came  Defoie  the  Legislature,  those  towns  de- 
clined to  take  ny  part  in  building  the  sewer, 
ana  lett  it  to  the  city  ot  Boston  to  do  it,  with 
the  provision  that  they  might  at  ar-y  time  here- 
after enter  it  if  they  oesmed  it  neces  ary.  A 
sewer  large  enough  to  diain  those  towns  ami 
carry  off  the  drainage  fiorn  the  factories,  which 
now  runs  into  Mystic  River,  would  cost  something 
like  half  a  million  dollars.  Ituiukthe  Engineer 
est'tmares  it  at  $600,000.  But  a  sewer  large  enough 
to  take  off  the  drainage  w  hich  now  runs  into  Mys- 
tic River  can  be  built  for  $205,000,  according  to 
the  estimate  of  the  City  Engineer.  It  is  a  little 
larger  than  the  estimate  made  by  the  engineer 
employed  by  the  Water  Board.  It  is  very  evident 
toaayoie  who  has  examiued  the  subject  and 
visited  the  locality  that  there  is  an  immense 
amount  of  deleterious  inattei  poured  into  Mystic 
River  from  the  glue  factories  and  tanneries  oa 
the  liue  ot  that  river,  and  that  something  ought  to 
he  done  to  purify  the  water.  The  simplest  and 
easiest  thing  for  Boston  to  do  is  to  build  a  drain  tor 
that  purpose  having  i  o  connection  with  ihe  cowis 
through  which  it  ]  asses,  the  estimates  have 
been  ma  ie  for  a  sc  er  connecting  ;,11  these  fac- 
,torie«  and  canyir.g  the  0  tain  age  ftom  them  below 
Mystic  Lake.  wh°.  i  the  water  is  take.)  tor  rhe  use 
oftbe  I  ay.  Thr  se  ver  will  then  have  no  com  ec- 
tion  » iti.  the  towns  through  vriiich  u  p  sse-,  ex- 
cept the  matt*  rof  damages,  which  have  been  esti- 
mated upon,  olid  these  w;]l  irobably  oe  no  more 
than  have  been  estimated  tor  by  the  engineer. 
The  part  or  the  order  relatiag  to  the  land  d  mages 
is  merely  a  saving  clause  to  prevent  anything 
being  overlooked  that  might  possibly  have   teen. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22 — I  really  thought  that 
every  member  of  tbe  Council  understood  this 
question  of  Mystic  Water,  and  the  means  em- 
ployed by  that  board  to  help  purify  the  lake,  and 
arrest  the  impurities  which  flow  into  it.  I  believe 
that  Isaidsothe  two  or  threemonths  ago  that  tbey 
contemplated  building  this  sewer.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  seems  to  desire  to  throv  every 
obstacle  iu  the  way  of  this  certainly  very  impor- 
tant matter,  merer"-  because  th"  geutl^men  com- 
posing the  Mystic  Water  Board  have  out- 
lived their  tenure  of  office.  Now,  sir,  I  can  say 
that  tbey  have  just  the  same  vntue  or  authority 
over  the  Mystic  Water  Works  that  they  had  when 
first  appointed.  The  Legislature  has  given  tnem 
the  authority  to  build  this  sewer,  foi  the  purpose 
of  purifying  Mystic  Bond.  It  is  a  veiy  important 
matter  to  the  people  of  Chariestown,  and  all  who 
receive  chat  water.  We  have  known  of  very  seri- 
ous complain  tsfrotn  the  people  of  EastBosto'n,  who 
raised  2i  great  clamor  and  desired  to  receive  the 
Cochituate  in  lieu  of  tbs  Mystic,  and  they  carried 
their  point.  How  well  ton  deo  their  complaint 
was,  I  car  not  say;  but  there  was  no  such  com- 
plaint in  Charleitown,  though  v?e  do  know  there 
is  more  or  less  bad  drainage  into  tbatpond.  The 
boat  d  seek  to  pump  it,  and  this  is  the  only  way  in 
which  the  impurities  can  be  disposed  ot.  Two 
estimates  have  been  mide,  and  this  is  the 
one  that  will  answer  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses. The  water  will  be  purified  so  that  it 
will  be  good  for  the  people  to  use  in  every  way. 
It  is  important  in  a  sanitary  point  of  vie??,  ana  I 
hope  the  order  will  pa«s  tonight. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  hope  the  anomalous 
position  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board  will  not  be 
brought  up  as  an  argument  agairst  ths  passage  of 
thisotcer.  Fromnersonal  conversation  with  mem- 
bers of  that  board,  I  know  that  tbey  are  extreme- 
ly deiiious  of  changing  iti  position  and  bring  about 
a  union  of  tin"  two  boards;  but  the  obstacle  has 
been  uith  the  City  Council.  Tlieie  has  been  tbe 
■least  possible  s-h  >w  on  the  parr,  of  that  board  of  a 
grasping  oesire  to  continue  in  office.  The  diffi- 
culty ua-  been  to  keep  them  in  office,  and  not  al- 
]j»/  the  boaro  to  go  into  abeyance.  I  tmst  that 
every  ouportunity  will  be  a  lo»eo  them  to  cany 
out  this  very  much  needed  work. 

The  President— Upon  further  examination,  the 
Chair  finds  tnat  there  does  n't  appear  to  be  any 
appropriation  (Title  to  prosecute  this  work,  and 
it  seems  that  taere  is  no  other  possible  course 
tbaj  for  this  order  to  be  referred  to  the  Cowtnit- 


e 

18         / 


427 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


tee  on  Finance  to  devise  means  to  raise  the 
money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Sent  up. 

SUFFOLK-STREET    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  orders  tor  a 
transfer  from  the  Restrved  Fund  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Siiffol  k-street  District  of  $28,500;  anc  to 
allow  and  to  pay  Phineas  E.  Gay  $18,050.46,  in 
full  settlement  for  trork  uader  a  contract  between 
the  citv  and  V\  lllard  Manuel  and  Ed-'ard  Hayues. 

Mr.  Train — My  reason  for  making  the  motion  is 
that  Mr.  Gray  has  finally  concluded  to  accept  the 
award  of  ihe  comtn'ttee,  which  has  teen  concur- 
red in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  reconsideration  pi  evailed,  and  the  order  for 
the  transfer  was  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  53, 
nays  0. 

Tl  e  order  to  pay  Mr.  Gay  «  as  then  passed  in 
concurrence. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mi-.  Guile  of  Ward  6— Petitioo.  of  H.  Blancy 
et  al.,  that  the  camera  obscura  be  allowed  to  re- 
main on  the  public  grounds.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Common  aad  Public  Grouncs. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  leoomrnendiua 
leave  to  -withdraw  on  the  petitions  of  Peter  Kil- 
roy,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  to  his  wife  by 
defective  condition  of  Pynchon  street;  Maiy  Jane 
Curlv,  to  be  compensated  tor  personal  injuries 
caused  by  the  fall  of  a  ventilator  from  the  roof  of 
the  Bowditch  Schoolhouse;  and  Lawrence  Wat- 
sou,  Jr.,  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  ais  hoise  caus- 
ed by  firing  the  salute  Feb.  22  in  Quit  cy  street, 
Charlestown.    Seveially  accepted.    Sent  up. 

COMMITTEE  ON    CITY  REGISTRAR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  President  aunouuced  the  following-named 
gentlemen  as  the  members  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the 
City  Registrar's  Department:  Messrs.  Guild  of 
Ware  6,'  Cawle>  of  Ward  2,  and  Goldtlnvait  of 
Ward  11. 

Sent  up. 

LECTURE  ROOM  IN  BOWDITCH   SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  trout  the 
Joint  Committer  ou  Public  Instruction  on  request 
of  School  Coij.mittee,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  ihe  Committe-  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  piepaie  a  room  in  the  Bow- 
ditch  Schoolhouse  as  a  lecture  room  for  chemis- 
try and  physics,  and  provide  cases  for  the  appara- 
tus now  on  ha i  d  and  to  be  purchased;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Schoolbouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page,  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

EAST  BOSTON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Page  of  Waid  9  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Committee 
that  the  City  Council  would  furnish  suitable  ac- 
commodations for  the  East  Boston  High  School, 
having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit, the  folio  ving  report : 

The  School  Commutes  have  recently  passed  or- 
ders establishing  a  high  school  for  boys  and  girls 
in  East  Boston,  to  beein  oo  the  seconc'  Monday  in 
September  next.  Rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  school  bavr  been  adopted,  and 
a  sub-committee  h3S  been  appointed  to  take 
charge  ot  it.  The  City  Council  is  now  asked  to 
furnish  accommodations,  and  ii  is  represented 
that  the  expense  will  be  trifling,  as  rooms  can  be 
fitted  up  foi  the  purpose  in  buildings  owned  by 
the  city.  .,     . 

Previous  to  1868,  all  the  high-school  pupils  in 
the  city  were  accommodated  in  two  buildings, 
namely,  one  for  boys  ou  Bedford  street,  and  one 
for  girls  on  Mason's  i  reet.  Since  that  time  anew 
building  has  been  erected  on  Ne« ton  street  for 
the  Girls'  High  School,  i  apabie  of  accommodating 
more  than  a  thousand  pupils;  the  ooys  have 
been  divided  between  th»  buil  iings  on 
Bedford  street  and  Mason  street,  a  large  lot  of 
land  has  been  purchased  on  Warren  avenue,  and 
plans  have  been  procure  i  for  the  erectiou  of  a 
building  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate  all 
those  who  desire  to  attend  the  English  Highland 
Latin  schools  from  the  ciiy  proper,  East  Boston 
and  South  Boston  for  many  years  to  come. 


The  cities  and  towns  annexed  since  1867  had 
each  a  mixed  high  school,  which  has  been  con- 
tinued by  the  School  Committee.  This  fact  has 
led  to  the  request  for  a  separate  school  for  East 
Boston,  audit  that  is  gianted  the  citizens  of  South 
Boston,  and  perhaps  those  living  in  parts  of  che 
city  distant  from  the  present  high-school  build- 
ings wUi  also  demand  ssparate  establishments. 

The  application  from  East  Boston  cannot  be 
sustained  on  account  of  any  lack  or  accommoda- 
tions in  the  school-,  provided  in  the  city  proper, 
as  there  ate  alreaoy  ample  accommodations  for 
ihe  girls,  and  the  plans  prepared  foi  the  boys' 
school  are,  as  we  have  stated,  sufficient  to  meet, 
the  wants  of  the  city  for  many  years. 

Apart  from  the  e.-itense  of  establishing  dis- 
trict high  schools— and  that  would  be  veiy 
large  m  tae  ex.d,  as  it  -vould  oecessiiate 
the  employment  of  many  extra  teach"rs  and 
would  undoubtedly  lead  to  the  erection  of  new 
buildings — there  are  grave  objections  to  the  sys- 
tem, which  do  not  appear  to  have  received  suf- 
ficient consideration  on  the  part  of  the  School 
Committee.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  rhe 
city  will  establish  a  large  uumbsrof  independent 
high  schools  in  the  outlying  districts  and  nuke 
them  as  complete  io  all  lesuects  as  the  high 
schools  already  estab1ished,  or  proposed,  in  the 
city  proper.  To  multiply  the  number  is  almost 
necessarily  to  leduce  the  standard.  There  are, 
moreover,  serious  objections  to  having  mixed 
high  schools  in  laige  cities;  and  it  would  not  be 
long  before  an  effort  would  be  made  to  nave  two 
high  schools  ia  each  district—  one  for  hoys  and 
one  for  gu-ls. 

In  view  of  these  objections,  which  are  certainly 
deserving  of  careful  consideration,  and  in  view, 
also,  of  the  radical  change  which  is  soon  to  be 
made  in  the  organization  of  the  school  board, 
your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  furnish  accommodations  for  a  high 
school  in  East  Boston. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee. 
Cyrus  A.  Page. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1 — I  certainly  hope,  sir,  that 
this  report  will  not  be  accepted,  but  that  the 
proposed  high  school  my  be  estaolished  in 
East  Boston.  We  are  peculiarly  situated 
there— remote  from  the  high  school,  sepa- 
rated from  the  city  proper  by  ferries,  and  our 
scholars,  particularly  the  girls,  are  exposed  to 
great  trials  in  reaching  the  school.  Petitions 
were  seot  to  ihe  School  Committee  representing 
that  30,000  citizens  desir-  d  this  school— it  is  our 
unanimous  desire.  They  were  referred  to  a 
specif  I  comunttee  *ho  reported  to  the  School 
Committee  ie.  favor  of  the  measure,  and  the  orders 
establishi'  g  this  school  were  passed  by  a  majoii- 
ty  of  four  to  one.  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  clearly 
the  duty  of  this  Council  to  cairy  out  the  wishes  of 
the  School  Boaro.  Furthero  ore.  it  is  in  the  inter- 
est ot  education  that,  this  school  should  be  estab- 
lished. We  have  this  year  nearly  125  era  luates, 
all  of  whom  have  signified  their  intentioj  of  at- 
tending the  nigh  school  if  H  is  established 
in  Ea-t  Boston.  The  peo;le  of  East  Bos- 
ton simply  ask  that  one  class  may  oe 
established' this  year,  and  it  is  not  intended  to  re- 
move any  scholars  who  are  now  attending  the 
hisrh  schools  in  the  city.  It  will  therefore  be  three 
years  before  a  mil  school  will  be  esiaolished.  ana 
if  the  incoming  School  Committee  shall  cousioer 
any  change  desiiable,  they  can  still  make  it.  I 
desne  to  offer  i his  order  as  a  substitute  for  the 
report  of  ihe  committee; 

Ordered,  that  suitable  accommodxtious  be  pro- 
vided for  the  East  Boston  High  School  b\  the 
Joint  Standing  Commute- on  Public  Buildings; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Appropnatioti 
for  Schoolhouse?.  Pub'ic  Buildings. 

Mr.  Sweets^r  of  Ward  10— I  think  that  subject 
is  one  of  too  much  importance  for  us  to  pass  upon 
hastily,  and  I  therefore  move  that  the  report  and 
substitute  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Day— I  certainly  trust  that  morion  will  not 
prevail.  If  tins  school  is  to  ob  established  at  all. 
it  is  important  that  it  should  be  done  now,  in  or- 
der that  the  present  graduates  cm  eater  tae  class 
at  the  opening  ot  the  next  rem.  If  this  matter  is 
laid  upon  the  table,  it  will  lie  there  till  rest  tall, 
when  it  will  be  too  late  to  do  anything. 

Mr.  ?weetser — I  made  the  inoiiou  because  I 
thought  the  Council  were  not  prepared  to  vote 
upon  that  matter.  I  shall  certainly  vote  against  it 
f  it  is  pressed  touignt.  It  is  a  matter  of  gieat 
importance,  and  if  our  friends  in  East  Boston  de- 
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Sue  us  to  give  them  the  school.it  is  for  their  inter- 
est to  1st  us  have  time  to  consider  the  subject. 
Tde  motiou  to  table  anil  print  prevailed. 

COMMON   AND   PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6  submitted  tue  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  o'u  Common  and  Public 
Grounds : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Giouuds  be  ^uiborized  to  purchase  settees 
and  other  seats  for  ths  public  grounds,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $1000;  to  be  charged  to  tns 
appropriation  alreadv  made  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  grade  Madison 
squaie  and  make  such  otoer  improvements  there- 
on «.s  thev  (Item  proper;  ine  expense  not  to  ex- 
ceed tne  sum  of  $5000,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  already  made  for  that  purpoai  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  the  rule  was  sur.peuded 
and  the  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and 
passed.    Scliuu. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted 
a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  recorn- 
mendiug  the  passage  of  the  orders  for  expendi- 
tures on  thn  nublic  grounds,  viz,  $650,  for  the 
construction  Mad  repair  of  concrete;  $400,  for 
sod',  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore 
made;  $228,  foi  mstic  flower  stands;  $195.66,  for 
the  fountain  in  ludepencence  .-quare;  said 
sums  to  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for 
Labor. 

The  oiders  were  severally  passed-  yeas  59,  nays 
0.    Sent  up. 

EXAMINATION   OK   BUILDINGS, 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Waul  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordereu,  That  the  Insptctorot  Public  Buildings 
be  diiected  to  ma<e  a  thoiough  examination  ot 
all  the  churches,  theatres,  hall-,  hotels,  manufac- 
tories and  oihei  builrings, public  or  private, which 
are  occupi  d  either  permanently  or  temporarily  oy 
large  numbers  of  persons,  with  c.  view  to  ascertain 
whether  the  means  of  egrtss  from  said  buildings 
are  sate  and  sufficient  in  case  ot  fire ,  the  result  of 
said  examination  to  be  reported  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil as  early  as  practicable,  with  such  lecormnenda- 
tions  tliereon  as  saia  Inspector  may  deem  proper. 

Mr.  Day  ot  Ward  1—1  warmly  second  and  approve 
the  spun  of  the  order,  but  si inply  desire  to  say 
that  I  rappeuea  to  be  in  the  Inspector's  office  a 
short  time  after  the  Holyoke  disaster,  and  he 
showed  me  a  Mark  proposing  forty  or  fifty  ques- 
tions, and  that  be  is  having  his  assistants  make 
just  such  in  examination  now. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  offered  that  order  at  the 
time,  that  if  any  calamity  should  occur  here  of  the 
kind  which  happened  at  Holyoke  or  New  York, 
the  CitvCouncil  will  not  be  to  blame  for  it,  but  it  ■ 
will  appear  that  they  have  takea  all  the  precau- 
tions against  any  accident  ot  tbe  kind. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  in  the  chair. 
SWBTT  STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  thf  Joint  Standing  Committee  oa 
Stnets  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
contract  for  the  cons  miction  of  Swett  street  from 
Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenu«  at  the  grade 
shown  on  a  plau  prepaieo  by  Thomas  W.Davis, 
City  Surveyor,  dated  June  13, 1875,  incluuing  the 
necessary  badges  over  tide  wafer;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  laying  out 
and  building  Swett  street. 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  iuK,on 
motion  of  Mr.  Flvno,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Subsequently  th^  order  on  the  table,  similar  to 
the  above,  was,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Flynn,  taken  up 
and  indefinitely  postponed. 

PARK  COMMISSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11,  the  Council 
took  from  the  table  1  he  Mayor's  message  nomi- 
nating Park  Cotnimsrioners,  viz.,  T.  Jefferson 
Coolidge,  for  four  years;  William  Gray,  Jr.,  for 
three  years;  Chailes  H.  Dalton,  for  two  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  question  of  confir- 
mation. 

Mr.  Train  ot  Ward  13—1  wish  to  say  that  I  was 
opposed  to  the  park  from  the  beginning,  and  vot- 
ed against,  it;  and  were  tbe  matter  to  cotno  up 
again  I  would  vote  aaainst  it  and  do  my  utmost 
to  defeat  it.  But  so  long  as  it  has  been  settled  bv 
the  people  chat  we  shall  have  parks,  I  think  it  is 
rig  it  and  proper  that  the  commissioneis  shall  be 
appointed.  I  heartily  approve  the  selection  of 
these  gentlemen,  knowing  two  of  t-heui  personally 
— Mes:rs.  Gray  and  Coolidge — and  believing  tbem 


eminently  fit  for  the  position,  and  1  hope  the 
Council  will  concur  whh  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen 
m  their  contimiatior . 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2— Before  the  vote  is  taken 
I  would  like  to  inquire  of  some  gentleman  here 
whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  statement  that 
those  three  geutlemen  o./r.  somewhero  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a  million  dollars'  worth  of  real 
estate  m  the  line  of  this  proposed  new  park.  I 
understand  that  is  true,  and  I  want  10  know 
whether  it  Is  or  not. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Wau)  15-1  was  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  plan  for  a  park  pioposed  officially. 
Mr.  Caw  lt*y — I  think  it  pretty  well  understood 
that  there  is  a  proposition  ou  foot  to  establish  one 
on  the  B, ck  Bay,  ti,  be  known  as  rhe  water  park, 
and  I  understand  tbat  those  gentlemen  a*e  own- 
ers of  property  to  the  amount  I  named  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  the  proposed  K cation  of 
a  park.  If  tnat  is  so,  it  is  good  rea-on  why 
they  should  not  act  as  commissioners. 

Mi.  Peabody  of  Waid  9 — I  never  heaul  that  re- 
uort  regarding  those  gentlemen,  and  consequent- 
ly have  never  asked  either  of  them  the  question. 
If  I  believed  that  in  voting  for  those  gentlemeu  I 
subjected  the  city  to  the  risk  of  that  water  park, 
I  might  be  tempied  to  vote  against  confirmation, 
for  I  am  opposed  to  anything  of  that  kino.  But  I 
do  not  believe  the  statement  tkst  any  of  those 
gentlemen  own  a  great  deal  of  property  down 
there,  and  if  they  do  I  belie  'e  them  to  be  men  of 
such  integrity  th.t  I  don't  believe  ir  would  in- 
intluence  them  a  particle  in  the  locatiou  of 
park-.  1  don't  believe  they  have  any  such 
ownership,  and  if  they  had,  I  don't  btiievp  it 
would  /jxert  one  particle  of  influence  oi  their 
mm :is  m  making  the  selections  of  sites  for  parks. 
1  have  not  the  slightest  tear  that  in  voting  for 
these  gentlemen  I  am  committing  th?  citv  to  a 
watsr  park  on  the  Back  Bay. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— 1  should  like  to  add 
that  tbe  locatiou  of  the  park  is  left,  very  largely 
in  tbe  hands  of  tbe  City  Council,  as  it  will  need  a 
very  large  majority  to  make  the  appropriation  for 
a  park  in  any  given  point. 

Mr.  Wlntmore  of  Ward  4—1  have  not  heard  the 
report  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2 
alludes,  and  I  have  therefore  not  had  occasion  to 
look  at  tbe  city  records;  but  I  heaid  the  matter 
ciscus-ed  recently  in  a  way  which  gave 
me  some  facts  in  regard  to  it.  I  under- 
stand—in  fact  I  kn^w— tnat  Mr.  Giay  lives  at  Mt. 
Pleasant  aud  owns  l?nd  there;  that  Mr.  Dalton  is 
a  large  owner  or  real  estate  in  the  burnt  district 
and  owns  the  bouse  ou  Marlborough  street  in 
which  he  lives,  though  not  possessing  ary  land 
upon  what  is  properly  called  the  Back  Bay  terri- 
tory. That  accounts  fir  two  of  the  gentlemen, 
ano  the  rumor  referred  to  by  the  geinlemanis 
not  reliable  so  far  as  they  are  concerned. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2  —I  can  only  state  in  an- 
swer to  that,  tb?ir  I  got  my  inforrnatioa  from  a 
nleinCer  of.  this  Council  who  is  not  in  hi<  seat  to- 
night. He  stated  that  he  examined  the  recoids  in 
the  Assessor's  office,  and  found  that  those  thiee 
gentlemsn  owned  real  estate  to  the  value  of  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  C — Suppose  they  do  own  it; 
what  of  it?  Then  they  aTe  more  thorough  experts 
in  the  value  of  real  estate,  and  therefore  the  best 
men  we  can  have.  If  they  own  that  amount  of  real 
estate  there,  hoi  ;ing  tbe  high  position  they  do  as 
merchants  of  Bosto  ,  they  would  not  dare  to  do  a 
dishonorable  thing.  They  would  not  daie  to  do  it 
if  they  desired  to.  Even  it  they  did,  or  any  gen- 
tlemen whom  we  should  elect  to  the  office  should 
attempt  it,  there  is  still  a  check  held  by  this  body, 
for  the  act  by  which  they  are  gov-med  and  under 
which  they  are  to  be  chosen  says  tbat  no  land 
shall  be  taken  and  no  money  expenderl  unless  by 
a  vote  of  two-r  turds  of  the  CitvCouncil.  The  Com- 
missioners must  come  to  us  before  they  ca  i  make 
a  contract  or  move  a  foot  financially. 

Now,  sir,  as  well  as  I  know  these  gentlemeD,as 
merchants  of  Boston,  as  well  as  every  one  knows 
them  as  men  of  hoaor  and  integrity.'heyond  tak- 
ing mean  advantage  of  this  position  for  their  own 
or ivate  advantage  or  emolument,  let  me  sav  that 
if  any  one  thinks  meu  who  occupy  such  position 
in  the  community  would  prove  recreant  to  their 
trust,  they  had  better  have  opportunity  offered, 
that  they  may  be  more  properly  stamper)  as  re- 
gards reputation.  I  don't  believe  they  will  prove 
recreant.  Any  one  who  knows  these  men  knows 
they  have  the  best  record  and  character,  that  they 
are  an  honor  to  Bostoo,  and  rfaat  they  can  safely 
be  tiusted  in  any  position  they  will  ace&pt  at  our 
hands. 
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Mr.  Cawley— I  would  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  whether  the  cotmnissioi  ers  could 
n't  commit  the  city  by  takiDgland  for  park  pur- 
poses, whether  the  Government  afterward  ap- 
proved their  course  or  not? 

Mr.  Guild— I  don't  see  how  they  can. 

Mr.  Peabody— The  act  of  the  Legislature  reads 
that  no  laud  shall  D8  taken  until  the  City  Council 
has,  by  a  two-thirds  votd,  maoe  the  necessary  ap- 
propriation. That  was  in  our  petition,  ana  un- 
doubtedly forms  part  of  the  act. 

Mr.  Ciocker  of  Ward  6—1  can  state  positively 
what  the  gentleman  Lorn  Ward  9  stated  with 
some  hesitation,  that  it  is  distinctly  provided  in 
the  act  that  no  land  oar*  be  taken  till  "an  appro- 
priation sufficient  to  cover  toe  estimated  expense 
thereof  shall  have  been  made  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thiids  of  each  branch  of  the  City  Council  of  said 
city." 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  made  the  motion  to  lay 
this  matter  on  the  table  at  tha  last  meeting,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  making  any  opposition  to  the 
confirmation  of  these  commissioners,  but  io  allow 
mem'oeri  to  ascertain  who  the  gentlemen  were. 
As  the  rule  has  been  heretofore  that  all  nomina- 
tions coming  fro  jo  any  source,  whether  the  Mayor 
or  committees,  should  lie  over  one  week,  I 
thought  it  Dothing  more  than  fair  that  thess 
should  take  the  same  course. 

The  i  ominations  were  cuufirooed— yeas  56,  nays 
5. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Bent,  Brackett,  Burditt, 
Burge-s,  Clarke,  Coyle,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Cushman,  Damon, Day,  Devereux,  Duegan,  Ed- 
wards, felt,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatnck,  Flynn,  Gold- 
thwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Howe?, 
Kimball,  Kingsbiuy,  Kiugsley,  Lappen,Lel£htou, 
Lori  og,  Moles,  Mo-rison,  Newton,  Noyes, Osborne, 
Parker,  Peabody,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice,  Sampson, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Sweetser,  rhach^r,  Train,  Trull, 
Walsh.,  Wnitcomb,  Whitmoie,  Wilbur,  Willcutt, 
Wilson,  Woodi— 56. 

Nays— Messrs.  Cawley,  Collins,  Kelley,  Moouey, 
Walbridge— 5. 


ASSESSMENTS  FOR     SEWEBS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  ordi- 
nance to  arne-cd  an  ordinarce  id  relation  to 
common  sewt-rs  and  drains,  so  that  zsressineofs 
shall  be  made  on  area  instead  of  valuation,  was 
taken  from  the  cable. 

Mr.  Kimball  urged  its  passage,  as  it  was  now  de- 
sired by  the  sewer  department  to  govern  tbem  in 
making  assessments. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9  said  it  was  necessary  to 
have  the  ordinance  passed  to  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  proceed  regularly  with  the  assessments. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  said  he  had  at  first  been 
opposed  to  the  ordinance  but  had  concluded  it 
would  be  as  fair  and  work  as  little  hardship  as 
any  that  could  be  framed. 

The  ordinance  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

PURIFICATION  OF  LAKE  COCHITl"ATE. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Cochituate 
Wat^r  Board  that  no  action  is  at  pressnt  neces- 
sa.ry  under  the  act  relative  to  the  purification  of 
Lake  Cochitaate.    Accepted  and  sent  up. 

THE  VACATION*. 

On  motiou  of  Mr.  Noyes  the  order  relating  to 
the  adjournrn-nt  for  the  summer  was  taken  up 
and  amended  so  that  when  the  Council  adjourns 
this  evening  it  be  to  the  first  Thursday  in  Septem- 
ber ne^t,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  passed. 

WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Mr.  Flyr>u  of  Ward  7  moved  to  take  from  the  ta- 
ble th* resolve  that  it  is  ioexpedi-nt  to  widen 
School  street,  giving  notice  that  be  would  move 
an  indefinite  postponement,  as  the  Street  Com- 
missiorers  would  not  do  anything  this  year. 

Mr.  Whim-ore  of  Ward" 4  hoped  it  would  re- 
main as  it  is,  as  tnsmatt-ris  somewhat  compli- 
cated with  others  and  no  riaim  could  result  by 
letting  it  remaiu  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of .  Ward  9  the  Council 
adjourned,  and  stcod  adjourned  tiil  the  fiist 
Thursday  in  September  next,  at  71;,  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JULY    19,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'cl  ock  P.  M.,  Al- 
dertn*o  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  ■part  of  the 
Board.  P.  B.  Cunningham,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
stable  with  three  horses  on  Rockland  street. 

George  H.  Towle,  tor  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  tor  four  horses  on  Medfor'd  street, 
rea-  No.  83,  Ward  21. 

Aitemas  Wiswall,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  for  three  hoises  on  Dudley  avenue,  Ward 
17. 

T.  D.  Mitchell,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  wooden 
stable  foi  four  hoises  on  Basto  place,  corner  Sa- 
lem street,  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Clark  B.  Wood  et 
al.,  that  the  sewers  discharging  through  Poplar 
and  adjacent  streets  be  drtciged  at  their  opecings 
into  the  docks. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
edgestones— Davie  Conder,  72-74  Baxter  street; 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company, 
on  Atlantic  avenue,  near  Rowe's  wharf. 

Petition  for  brick  sidewalk— Thomas  Connors, 
242  Third  stieet. 

Petition  for  edgestoues  and  brick  sidewalk— 
Winnifrtd  Judge,  165  Sixth  stieet. 

A.  K.  Lissberger  et  al.,  that  North  street  be 
paved  from  Ferry  to  Richmond  street. 

Boston,  Hart/oid  &  Erie  Railroad  Company,  for 
leave  to  close  a  portion  of  Dorchester  avenue 
while  rebuilding  the  bridge. 

John  Dicks  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid  on 
Princeton  street,  net  ween  Putnam  and  Prescott 
strests. 

OBDEBS  OF  NOTICE  CONSIDEBED. 

No  one  appeared  to  object  to  the  grantiag  of 
petition  of  Gilman  &  Cheney  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  at  47-61  Medford  stieet, 
Char] estown,  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  St- am  Engii.es. 

Orders  of  notice  ot  sewers  in  Rutla.d  square, 
between  Columbus  aveuue  ano  Bo-ton  &  Provi- 
dence Railroid,  and  in  Laogdon  street,  Roxbury, 
were  considered  No  one  appeared  to  object,  and 
the  orders  were  i  ecoui mitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

LAFAYETTE  OB  THOMPSON  SQUAEE. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz., 
hearing  of  parties  nterested  in  designating  the 
area  at  the  junction  of  Warren  and  Mr  in  streets, 
in  Charlestown,as  "Laiaye'te  square." 

Dr.  John  Coeever  said  he  had  been  a  resident 
of  C'barlestown  roi  halt  a  century,  and  amorg  its 
conspicuous  avenues  stands  Thompson  street, 
which  has  commemoia.ed  the  name  of  tue 
Thompson  family  tor  a  century  past,  and  now  for 
one  ot  the  family  to  attempt  to  usurp  from  the 
abutters  on  this  square  the  name  they  prefer  was 
unprecedented.  They  wished  to  commemorate 
the  mst'iry  ot  him  who  stood  out  for  Goo,  lib- 
erty, univeisal  freedom,  and  the  independence 
of  our  nation.  They  desiieo  to  perp.tuate 
the  memory  of  his  native  qualities,  and  kindle  a 
spark  of  freedom  in  the  hearts  o.t  po-teiity.  Fifty 
years  ?go  the  speaker  saw  Lafavette  place  his 
hand  on  the  granite  shaft  which  commemorates 
the  struggle  for  Amencsn  liberty.  He  thought 
the  name  of  Thompson  street  suffici-ut  for  private 
individuals.  He  had  uothicg  to  say  against  the 
family,  had  known  them  for  four  generations  as 
honorable  men,  and  the  present  genetation  cau 
speak  for  themselvts.  It  is  our  duty  to  do  ail  we 
cau  to  perpetuate  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  ii  ue 
wane  to  roll  on  the  car  of  human  >i  ogres-,  we 
must  cultivate  the  spirit  of  liberty.  We  see  every- 
thing that  is  good,  potent  aid  true  in  the  name 
of  Lafayette,  ano  he  hop-d  it  would  be  commem- 
orate l  to  the  latest  generations. 

George  R.  McKey  eaid  his  principal  reason  for 
siguin  "the  petition  was  that  with  two  exception!! 
the  owners  of  property  toere  desired  the  name  of 
Lafayett."  square,  and  to  those  two  that  name  was 
not  objectionable.  The  onlv  reason  urged  against 
the  name  is  that  it  should  be  given  to  one  of  the 
large  parks;  but  that  may  be  long  heuce,  and  one 
will  be  a  i  quare  and  the  other  a  park,  while  lying 
probably  many  miles  apart.    They  have  now  sev- 


eral square0  named  after  great  men :  Sherman 
square,  Sullivan  square  and  Hancock  square;  call 
this  Lafayette,  and  then  branching  a  little  to  the 
right  and  left,  are  Cbarlestown  and  Harvard 
squares.  He  had  talked  witti  many  cttizecs  of 
Charlestown,  and  oelieved  a  majority  desire  the 
name  Lafayette  to  be  retained. 
Tnis  closed  the  hearing. 

Alderman  Power— As  I  said  at  the  last  meeting, 
when  the  Committee  on  Paving  reported  the  oider 
to  can  this  square  Lafayette  square,  they  had 
given  the  matter  very  little  thought,  one  way  or 
the  otbet ,  and  had  we  heard  the  arguments  offered 
byMr.Frolhingham  andother  gentlemen  we  would 
undoubtedly  have  reported  in  favor  ot  the  name 
of  Thorn  pson  square.  Atter  heating  the  reasons 
given,  I  nave  concluded  that  the  sugaestion  that 
this  little  place  would  hardly  be  suitable  for  such  a 
distinguished  name  as  Lafayette,  is  a  good  one. 
A  reservation  should  be  made  of  some  grand 
square  or  park  to  be  laid  out  in  the  future,  that 
would  be  worthy  of  that  name.  Had  we  knotyn 
that  the  City  CI  rk  hadrotified  the  remonstrants 
of  that  hearing  we  should  not  have  out  in  the  re- 
port that  we  aid.  But  now,  after  all  that  notice, 
onlv  two  gentlemen  come  here  to  favor  toe  name 
of  Lafayette  square.  I  don't  know  whether  thev 
reside  within  a  mile  of  the  square  or  not. 
or  whether  taey  own  a  dollar's  worth  of 
property  or  not;  but  those  advocatiug 
Thompson  square  represented  the  most  val- 
uable property  there,  ft  seems  to  me,  therefore, 
that  we  shoulo  rescind  the  order  passed  and  call 
it  Thompson  square.  One  of  the  gentlemen  has 
sookeu  of  the  compliment  paid  to  the  family  by 
mentioning  the  fact  that  there  is  a  Thompson 
street.  By  lookiug  upon  the  map  I  find  that 
Thompson  street  is  a  trifle  over  100  feet  loug  ana 
fifteen  t^et  wide.  That  is  a  "great  thoroughfare" 
that  is  expected  to  commemorate  the  name  of 
the  Thompson  family.  I  suppose  uo  member 
of  this  Board  has  any  doubt  that  the 
history  of  the  Thompson  family,  as  given 
by  Mr.  Frothiogham,  is  authentic  and  fine, 
or  at  least  that  it  has  been  a  most  prominent 
family  in  Chat  lestown  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
as  this  is  a  little  local  square,  the  reasons  are  evi- 
dent why  we  should  rescind  our  vote.  It  w;s  said 
at  the  last  meeting,  bv  somebody,  that  five  to  one 
of  the  people  iu  Cbailestowu  favor  Lafavette 
square;  but  now,  after  a  week's  notice,  only  tw. 
corns  to  urge  it;  and  without  any  detriment  10 
the  words  and  reasons  of  these  gentlemen,  the 
arguments  given  by  a  distinguished  gentleman 
like  Mr.  Ftoihiugham  should  outweigh  two 
hundred  such  gentlemen.  Such  reasons,  set 
forth  in  stich  an  able  manner,  by  such  a  distin- 
guished geutleinau,  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  con- 
vince this  Board  thai,  we  ought  to  make  the 
char.ge. 

Alderman  Worthiugton  - 1  taist  the  Boaid  of 
Aldermen  ill  not  rescind  that  order,  but  let  the 
name  stand  as  it  is  now.  We  have  oee  sin- 
gle petition  v.ith  some  fifty-four  signatures  in 
favor  of  Thompson  square;  on  the  othei  hand,  .ve 
have  two  petitions  i .  favor  of  Lafayette  square- 
one  with  some  seventy  to  seventy-five  names,  aorj 
the  oth  r— I  have  not  counted  the  names,  bur 
they  cover  mme  than  one-halt  of  a  sheet  <>f 
paper;— Piloting  that  in  ibe  way  of  petitioners 
the  nuinbei  is  larger,  tvo  to  one,  in  favor  of  La- 
fayette square.  I  think  the  people  of  Charleston  u 
have  8  right  to  he  heard  iu  then  petitions,  a^u 
the  weight  of  petition  is  largely  in  tavor  of  Lafay- 
ette sqn  we.  Last  week  we  hail  a  hea  ring  in  tavor 
of  Thompson squaie.  Who  appeared  nete?  Mi. 
Fiothingham,  asoo-in-law  of  Dr.  Thompson,  and 
Mr.  Savage,  another  son-in-law  ot  Dr.  rtiumpaon; 
and  I  belfeve  that  ev.rv  one  who  appeared  w  as  a 
member  of  th«  family.  Ihose  on  the  oppo- 
site side  appear  as  citizens  of  Charlestown. 
I  Say  this  with  all  respect  to  Dr. 
Thompson  and  his  family ;  no  one  appreciates 
them  more  heartily  than  l'«o.  I  know  them,  and 
no  one  would  do  more  than  I  would  to  oblige 
them;  but 'hen  citizens  of  Charleston  t  ask  to 
have  that  square  named  after  that  distinguished 
Revolutionary  patr.ot,  to  commemorate  his  mem- 
ory, I  sa>  we  would  listen  to  ihem  rather  than  to 
the  single  petition  of  the  in-  rubers  of  the  Th.inp- 
son  family.  »\  e  are  told  that  all  but  two  of  the 
real-estate  owners  on  the  square  favor  the  name 
of  Lafayette.  Those  two  arc  interested  iu 
only  one  building,  the  savings  bank,  and  want  to 
have  the  square  called  Thompson.  I  am 
told  that  to  all  probability  if  the  depositors 
were  asked  tneir  opinion  they  would  sign  in 
favor  of    Lafayette  square,  ami  if   that  is   so  we 
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have  named  it  rightly.  Now,  sir,  under,  those  cir- 
cumstances I  think  we  should  adheie  to  our  for- 
mer vote,  as  we  have  already  nameil  it  Lafayette 
square. 

Alderman  Power— The  Alderman  alluded  to  tlie 
fact  that  five  out  of  six  peop'e  iu  Charlestown 
favored  the  name  of  Lafayette.  As  we  have  an  Al- 
derman fiocn  the  Charlestowo  Distri.  t.  J  expected 
to  hear  something;  Irom  hiin  Buthe  says  lothing, 
and  i lie  cast  is  apparently  intrusted  to  tue  gentle- 
man from  the  Highland  District,  the  other  ex- 
treme end  of  the  city.  In  the  recital  ot  the  limit- 
ed number  of  facts  which  lie  obtains  from  the 
Alderman  on  his  right,  he  has  given  stronger  rea- 
sons for  in  mine;  it  Thompson  square  than  Lafay- 
ette. I  did  n't  know  that  Mr.  Frothinghani  and 
the  other  gentlemen  were  descendants  of  the 
Thompson  tauiilv;  and  it  they  are  a  fair  sample 
of  that  family,  I  thiuk  this  Board  cannot  do  a 
wiser  thing  than  to  grant  their  petition  and  call  it 
Thompson  square. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  d.n  confirm  what  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Favmg  says  that 
wljen  tbi- mattei  came  before  them  they  did  not 
deem  it  of  great  importance,  and  decided  it  from 
the  fact  that  the  weight  of  numbers  was  in  favor 
of  Lafayette  square.  Since  the  hearing  before 
this  Board  I  am  inclined  to  think  tb<.t  the  weight 
of  argument  is  in  favor  ot  Thompson  square. 
It  is  a  K>cal  matter  and  I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  give  the  square  th<;  name  of  some  person  who 
resided  in  that  vicinity. 

Alderman  Woithiiigtoo— I  am  willing  to  ad- 
mit that  the  weight  of  argument  is  in  favor  of 
Thompson  square.  When  men  are  personally  in- 
terested in  a  matter  they  \sill  make  a  stronger 
effort  than  those  who  are  not.  But  the  people  of 
Charlestown  generally  are  in  favor  of  Lafayette 
squire.  Tney  believe  that  their  petition  is  enough 
to  decide  the  matter,  aud  they  do  not  thi  k  it 
necessary  to  send  all  thAir  relations  here  to  make 
nu  argument  in  favor  of  Lafayette  square.  They 
leave  it  to  the  good  seme  of  this  Board  to  name  it 
agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  largest  number. 
For  that  rsason  I  am  in  favor  of,  and  shall  vote 
for,  Lafayette  square. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  heretofore  passed  to 
give  the  nnine  of  Lafayette  square  to  the  area 
at  the  junction  of  Main  and  Wauen  street:;  he  re- 
scindeu;  and  that  said  aiea  be  called  hereafter 
Thompson  square. 

Al.ieiinai  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  passed — yeas  6,  nays  5. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bunage,  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pope, 
Power,  Prescott — 6. 

Nays—  u  leruien  Harris,  Quiucy,  Stebbins,Viles, 
Worthington — 5. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  grade  and  gravel  Corey  street,  from 
Centre  to  Park  streets,  at  au  estimated  cost  of 
81800..  Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Silver  srreet,  from  F  to  Dorches- 
ter street,  and  to  paw  load  vay  with  wood,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $5000.    Passed. 

Ordei  to  grade  Silver  street,  from  E  to  F  street, 
ana  to  pave  roari  wav  with  wood,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $4000.    Passed. 

Order  to  grade  Smith  street  (extended),  in  Ward 
15,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1200.    Passed. 

PAPERS   FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL   FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petition  of  H.  Blaney  et  al.    Referred. 

Order  for  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  examine 
and  report  upon  modes  and  facilities  of  egress 
from  all  churches  and  public  buildings.     Passed. 

Appointment  of  a  committee  (Messrs.  Guild, 
Cawley  and  Goldtbwait  to  be  joined)  on  City 
Registrar's  Department.  Aldermen  Power  and 
Prescott  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  tne  Board. 

Report  and  orde-  to  fit  up  a  room  in  the  Bow- 
ditch  Schoolhouse  for  the  study  of  physics,  chem- 
istry, etc.,  and  case-,  foi  apparatus.   Order  passed. 

Report  recommenoing  leave  to  witbdiaw  on 
petition  of  Lawrence  Watson,  Jr.,  to  be  paid  for 
damagt-s  caus.-d  to  his  house  by  the  firing  of  can- 
no  on  Feb.  22.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Peier  Kilroy  for  personal  injuries  sus- 
tained by  his  wife  in  Pynchon  street.   Accepted. 

Repoit  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Mary 
Jane  Curley  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caus-d  at  Bow  ditch  Scnoolbouse. 

Aldeunan  Woithington— I  want  to  sav,  more  for 
the  information  of  persons  outside  than  for  mem- 
bers of  this  Board,  that  this  was  a  case  which 
claimed  the  sympathies  of  the  committee  very 


greatly ;  but  our  legal  authority,  the  City  Solicitor, 
stated  that  the  petitioner  had  no  legal  claim 
against  the  city,  and  this  report  was  made  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Order  to  .  rade  Madison  square,  at  a  cost  of 
$5000 ;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  that 
object.    Passed. 

Order  for  purchase  ot  settees  and  other  seats 
for  Common,  etc..  at  a  cost  of  $1000.    Passed. 

An  o:der  came  down  for  th«  Mystic  Water 
Board  to  construct  a  -ewer  in  the  Mvstic  Valley, 
and  it  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Repoit  with  o  dinance  to  change  the  basis  of 
assessing  expense  of  sewers  from  valuation  to 
area  of  land.    Passed. 

Repoit  aud  orders  for  Committee  on  Common, 
etc.,  to  expend  $228  for  rustic  flower  stands, 
$195.56  for  fountain  on  Inuepend-nce  square,  etc. 
$650  for  concrete  walks,  and  $400  for  sods;  said 
sums  to  be  transferred  fiom  appropriation  for 
Labor  on  Common,  etc.  Orders  severally  passed 
—yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Repoit  from  Cochituate  Watsr  Board  that  no 
action  is  necessary  on  act  to  preserve  the  purity 
of  Lake  Cochituate.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  concerts  on  the  Common  and  squares, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $3000.    Pasted— yeas  9, 

DJ  J'S  ■>. 

Yeas  —  Aldermen  Burrage,  Clark,  Harris, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Quincy,  Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthing- 
ton—9. 

Nays— Aldermen  Power,  Prescott— 2. 

Absent — Alderman  Bigelow. 

Aldermen  Quincy  and  Pope  were  appointed  on 
said  committee. 

SWETT  STREET. 

An  order  came  up  authorizing  ths  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  to  contract  for  the  construction 
of  Swett  street,  including  tne  necessary  brioees; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  thic  obje  st. 

•  Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Insert  after  the  words  "necessary  bridges  over 
tide  waters":  "Provided,  the  whole  expense  of 
building  said  street,  including  the  raring  of  the 
grade  of  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  alrea  ly  appropriated  for 
the  building  of  said  street." 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  that  amendment  will 
Dot  pit  vail.  I  supposs  tnat  gentlemen  under- 
stand very  well  that  it  is  offered  in  oider  to  send 
the  order  back  to  the  Common  Council  and  delay 
the  work.  This  matter  has  been  decided  by  the 
City  Council  once;  a  certain  amount  of  money 
was  appiopriated  for  the  purpose  of  building 
Swett  street,  and  1  can't  see  how  this  Govern- 
ment cau  go  outside  ot  that.  This  amendment  is 
superfluous,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  wa?  iu  hopes  that  if  any- 
thing was  said  against  the  amendment,  some 
more  vital  reason  would  be  given  than  that  of  the 
Alderman  £;  om  Ward  12.  I  introduce  that  amend- 
ment in  order  that  the  expense  of  building  the 
street  from  Albany  street  to  Dorchester  avenue 
might  not  exceed  the  amount  already  appropriat- 
ed by  the  City  Council,  which,  I  believe,  is  $386,- 
000.  "as  the  order  now  reads,  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  gives  the  Committee  on  Streets  unusual  pow- 
ers. Great  objection  was  made  a  week  or  two 
since  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  to  the 
payment  to  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company  on 
account  of  the  unusual  powers  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  on  Streets.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  same  argument  cau  be  used  in  regard  to  this 
order  now  before  the  Board.  No  arrangement,  as 
I  understand,  has  yet  been  made  for  raising  the 
grade  of  the  Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad, 
and  it  is  not  yet  known  what  the  raising  of  that 
grade  will  cost.  So  '  we  are  entirely  in  the 
dark  io  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Streets 
to  go  on  and  bund  Swett  street  before  any 
provision  is  made  for  raising  the  grade  of 
the  railroad.  For  one,  I  should  like  to  know 
wnat  the  whole  expense  would  be  before  I  vote  to 
authorize  ths  committee  to  build  the  street.  It  is 
well  known  that  many  of  our  street  extensions 
and --idem ngs  cost  a.  much  larger  sum  than  was 
originally  appropriated  by  the  Government.  In 
order  that  the  city  might  not  become  pledged  to 
an  almost  unlimited  amount,  it  seems  to  be  the 
policy  of  wisdom  to  insert  thi*>  amendment.  I 
know  that  I  am  in  a  minority  of  one  in  opposing 
this  street;  but  if  I  was  in  favor  of  it  I  would 
want  to  know  what  the  cost  would  be  be- 
fore voting  tor  it.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  I  would 
like  to  ask  of  some  member  of  the  committee  if 
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any  arrangement  has  been  made  with  '. he  rail- 
road or  Railroad  Commissioners  m  regard  to  the 
raising  of  the  grade  of  that  railroad. 

Alaerman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — There  has  been  no  arrange- 
ment made  for  the  raising  ot  the  grade  of  the 
Boston,  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad  where  Swetc 
street  is  to  cio?s  it.  That  matter  was  thoroughly 
discussed  here  last  Mondav  afternoon,  and  it  was 
decided  by  che  Board  ot  Aldermen, by  a  vote  of  11 
to  1,  that  it  was  proper  and  best  to  go  on  and 
build  Swett  sti  eet  and  let  the  matter  of  grade 
take  care  of  itself  in  the  future.  The  amount  of 
money  appropriated  for  building  the  street  was 
$386,000,  and  that  is  ample;  probably  we  shall 
build  it  for  Is-ss,  for  work  can  now  be  done  for  less 
than  it  could  then. 

Alderman  Prescott — Including  the  raising? 

Alderman  Clark  —  Not  including  the  raising. 
Now  it  is  well  known  that  the  officers  of  the  rail- 
road cannot  enter  into  any  agreement  for  the  rais- 
ing of  the  grade  for  reasons  which- have  been  ex- 
plained. This  amendment  simply  means  delay 
until  next  September,  to  wait,  for  the  Coun- 
cil io  concur,  and  then  perhaps  the  work 
will .  be  laid  over  cill  next  year.  That 
will  be  the  effect  of  this  amendment.  If  tho  con- 
struction of  that  street  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  or  any  other  committee,  it 
will  be  doce  as  low  as  it  is  possible  to  get  th8  work 
done.  Sometimes  the  widening  of  streets  costs 
more  and  sometimes  less  than  the  estimates,  and 
probably  in  this  case  the  cost  will  be  a  great  deal 
less  than  the  estimates  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers. If  the  Board  adopt  this  amendment,  it  will 
have  to  lie  over  until  September,  then  another 
amendment  will  be  tacked  on  to  it,  and  this  mat- 
ter will  be  playing  between  the  Common  Council 
audtue  Board  ot  Aldeimen  until  next  January. 
I  trust  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  not  very  familiar  with 
the  form  of  these  oiders,  but  1  fail  to  see  that 
this  one  gives  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  any  ex- 
traordinary power?.  It  it  did  I  would  be  very 
glad  to  voce  for  the  amendment  to  limit  the  sum. 
It  seems  to  be  in  the  usual  form,  authorizing  the 
committee  to  do  a  certain  woik,  the  appropriation 
for  which  has  been  fixed.  Now,  we  cannot  bind 
ourselves  or  any  future  City  Government  to  vote 
no  more  money;  this  one  does  not  authorize  the 
committee  to  exceed  the  appropriation,  and  if 
they  want  any  more  money  they  must  come  to  the 
City  Council.'  I  fail  to  see  that  any  more  extraor- 
dinary powers  are  given  to  this  committee  than 
are  given  to  any  committee  when  tbey  are  author- 
ized to  make  contracts  for  a  giveu  expense,  to  be 
chargfid  to  a  fixed  appropriation.  If  it  is  denia- 
ble to  take  this  matter  in  hand  at  once,  I  cannot 
vote  For  tho  amendment  to  delay  it  till  aftei  the 
vacation. 

Alderman  Prescott- — I  characterize  this  order 
introduced  from  the  Committee  on  Streets  as  un- 
precedented ;  and  I  repeat  that  assertion.  I  have 
never  yet  known  an  order  passed  to  build  a  street 
from  one  ooint  to  another,  with  a  very  important 
part  of  the  work  left  unsettled  and  undetermined. 
Ic  is  entirely  uncei tain  what  the  grade  will  be 
fixed  at  and  what  the  cost  will  be;  and  it  seems 
to  me  it  will  be  unwise  to  authorize  the  com- 
mittee to  s^pend  this  half  a  million  dollars 
until  we  know  something  more  fibout  it. 
If  nothing  can  be  done  until  an  arrange- 
ment is  made  with  the  company  or  the  Rail- 
road Commissioners  in  regard  to  raising  the 
grade,  why  not  wait  till  it  is  made,  and  then  re- 
port to  this  Board  before  any  action  is  tafceu  au- 
thorizing the  committee  to  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  street?  The  Common  Council 
have  adjourned  till  September,  it  is  true, 
but  they  are  usually  called  together  once  or  t«  ice, 
and  that  is  no  reason  why  I  should  vote  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  three  or  foiir  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars in  this  loose  manner.  I  have  nothing  more  to 
say  upon  the  merits  of  this  measure;  but  as  it  is  go- 
ing through,  I  desire  to  know  what  it  is  going  to 
cost.  If  the  city  launches  out  on  this  matter, it  will 
have  to  pay  what  the  committee  agree  to,  and  my 
prediction 'is  entirely  the  reverse  of  that  of  my 
friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets. 
The  amendment  was  lost.  Aldermau  Prescott 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  order  was 
passed  in  concurrence — yeas  9,  nays  1;  Alderman 
Prescott  voting  nay. 
Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 
Amotion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Power, 
was  lost. 


FENCE  ON  1HE  COMMON. 

Tht  order  for  the  Committee  on  Common  to  ad- 
vertise for  estimates  for  erecting  a  fence  and  curb 
on  the  Commoo.  substantially  in  accordance  with 
plans  submitted  by  George  R.  Meachain,  came  up 
with  the  non-concurrence  by  Common  Council  in 
proposed  amendment  to  advertise  for  proposals 
for  fences -"on  other  plans"  thau  G.  K.  Meaeh- 
am's. 

Aldeiman  Quincy— I  hope  the  Board  will  recede 
from  its  former  action,  since  the  Council  have  non- 
concurred  in  the  amendment,  rather  than  let  it  go 
over  to  the  vacation,  and  be  bandied  to  and  fro 
between  the  two  branches.  This  order  meiely  in- 
structs the  committee  to  advertise  for  proposals* 
for  a  certain  fence,  and  the  rea'on  for  the  non- 
concurrence,  as  I  understood  the  debate,  was  the 
desire  to  see  the  estimates  for  ihe  Meacham 
fence,  and  they  thought  the  ameudment  might  re- 
sult in  delay.  I  cake  it  that  this  does  not  bind  us 
to  anything.  If  we  find  anything  we  lite  better 
than  the  Meacham  fence,  we  can  adopt  it. 

Alderman  Power — The  will  of  the  people,  as  ex- 
pressed through  their  representatives  hsrs,  is  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  a  fence  on  chat  part  of  the 
Common,  and  I  don't  wish  to  do  anything  to  de- 
feat it;  but  it  seems  tome  that  is  a  ceremptory 
order  to  confine  ourselves  to  one  plan.  I  don't 
know  Mr.  Meacham,  and  never  heard  of  him  till 
this  order  came  io  here ;  but  we  have  a  City  En- 
gineer to  whom  we  pay  a  large  salary  for  the"  pur- 
pose of  instructing  us  in  such  matters,  snd  ne 
says  such  a  plan  is  not  a  proper  one  to  be  adopted 
by  the  city ;  that,  while  beautiful  and  taking  in 
design,  it  is  n't  a  fence  tnac  will  stand'  as 
at  present  arranged.  To  make  it  dura- 
ble, some  alteration  must  be  made  in  the 
curb  «o  that  it  will  not  be  an  eyesore  and  a  bill  of 
expense.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  bj  guided 
in  this  matter  by  the  City  Engjnesr,  who,  if 
allowed  so  to  do,  can  alter  the  abutment  and 
make  it  more  lasting  without  materially  changing 
the  pHn  or  style  of  the  fence.  When  this  fence  is 
built,  the  officers  of  the  Government  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  fence  if  it  is  not  a  proper 
thing.  1  have  n't  the  slightest  desire  to  delay  the 
maiter,  because  it  has  been  settled  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  desire  a  fence;  but  it 
seems  to  me  we  should  n't  be  confined  to  the  plan 
alone  «hich  die  City  Engineer  says  is  not  proper 
and  will  uot  stand. 

Alderman  Burrage— 1  move  that  the  Board  re- 
cede from  the  amendment.  Nothug  will  be 
gained  by  adding  ihe  amendment  suggested  by  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12,  as  the  Council  will  uot 
meet  till  September.  Meanwhile  proposals  for 
this  fence  can  he  received  and  the  cost  a?cei- 
tained.  As  che  Alderman  Ironi  Ward  4  sa\s. 
nothing  can  be  done  till  some  further  action  is 
taken, "and  it  seems  to  me  that  nothing  can  be 
gained  by  entert  ining  new  proposals  now. 

Alderman  Power— The  friends  of  this  plan  rep- 
resented that  tht-y  had  proposals  for  such  a  fence 
and  what  it  would  cost.  We  have  that  already. 
If  the  committee  advertise  they  will  get  no  more 
aad  possibly  itrnay  be  thrown  bock  on  them  again, 
so  that  we  shall  lose  time  instead  of  gaining  it. 
If  it  is  a  fact,  as  the  City  Engineer  says,  that  such 
a  fence  as  thai  is  not  peimanent  and  will  not 
stand  the  frost  with  a  curb  nine  inches  into  the 
grouu.l  ana  the  earth  backed  up  agiiust  it.  ana 
that  the  stringeis  would  he  broken  every  winter, 
it  should  not  be  adopted. 

Alderman  QuiDcy— Ic  seems  to  me  that  in  any 
vie«,weaie  gaining  time  if  we  recede  from  our 
action,  because  we  shall  get  the  cost  of  the  Mea- 
cham fence  before  the  Council  meets  again,  whi?h 
we  cannot  c^o  if  we  decline  to  recede.  Then  if  we 
find  any  other  plan  we  like  b  tier  we  can  adopt  it. 
It  seems  to  me  that  in  no  event  will  a  ything  ba 
gained  if  we  insist  upon  the  amendment. 

The  motion  to  recede  was  earned— 7  tor.  .! 
against,  and  the  Boara  concurred  iu  the  passage 
ot  the  original  order. 

THE  WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman 'Barrage  submitted  a  report  fioui  the 
special  committee  of  the  Board  of  AMermeu  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  special  committee  of 
the  Common  Council  on  the  matter  of  difference 
between  che  two  branches  concerning  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  Water  Department,  that  rhey 
have  met  and  conferred  with  said  committee  of 
the  Common  Council,  but  have  been  unable  to 
agree  upon  any  recommendation  to  the  City 
Couucil;  and  they  woulo  therefore  leqmvt  to  be 
discharged  from  any  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Read  and  accepted. 


JULY      19,      1875 
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STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions  on  the  following  petitions 
for  leave  to  occupy  stables:  William  Boyd,  18 
Notre  Dame  street;  Jacob  H.  Hachoine  (to  en- 
large), Northampton  street;  C.  D.  Hubbard,  Ter- 
race aveoue,  Wardl;  Joseph  H.  Beal,  Whitfield 
street,  corner  Wheatland  avenue.  Also  report 
recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Daniel  Sharkey,  to  occupy  old  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Medford  street,  Ward  22. 

Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  on  petition 
of  J.  G.  Kelso  et  al.,  for  re-asse.ssuient  of  expense 
of  sewei  in  South  Eden  street,  Charlestown,  with 
a  schedule  of  re-assessment  and  orders  tieclaiing 
null  and  void  the  assessment  confirmed  by  this 
Board  on  Nov.  23,  1874,  and  re-assessing  the  cost 
as  laid  down  in  tne  new  schedule.  Orders  lead 
twice  and  passei.. 

ORDERS  TO   PAY  FOR  LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  orders  to  pay  for 
land  damages,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part  of  the  Board,  as  follows ; 

CarolireL.  Reinhardt,  $3290.30,  for  land  taken  iu 
name  of  John  D.  Bernhardt,  and  .11  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  widening  of  Bowdoin  street. 

Smiih  S.  Learned,  $1554.50,  for  land  takeu  in  the 
name  of  B.  H.  Learned,  in  »ide.nng  Washington 
street  by  the  town  of  Brighton  in  1873. 

John  Griggs,  $414,  widening  of  Shaw. nut  ave- 
nue. 

John  Learned,  $3262, for  land  and  damages,  in- 
cluding grade  damages,  by  widening  Washington 
street  by  the  town  of  Brighton  in  1873. 

Boston  Society  of  Beuemptorist  Fathers, 
$6,019.20,  extension  of  Smith  stieet  to  Bumstead 
lane. 

Nathan  Morse,  $275,  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue. 

John  Briggs,  $75,  laying  out  of  Tremont  street, 
west vvardly  from  Brookline  avenue. 

Severally  read  twice  aud  pas>!ed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman^Stcbhins  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— S.  F.  Harvey,  181 
South   Maiket  street;  Herman  Schultz,  Cottage 

Elace  and  Tremont  street;  Thomas  O'Brien,  167 
ondon  stieet;  C.  B.  Stebbins,  Atlantic  avenue; 
W.  F.  Griffin,  151  Dorchester  avenue. 

Billiard  License  Transferred— Charles  Wil- 
liams, 339  Broadway,  to  Hilesbush  &  Fiank. 

Pawabroker  Licensed— Frederic  Smith,  16  Brat- 
tle street. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Tileston  C.  Power, 
198  Washington  street. 

Hack  License  Granted— A.  J.  Quinn  (mitior). 

Auctioneers  Licersed— John  F.  Mortis,  981 
Washington  stieet;  Geoige  K.  Hoopei,  101-103 
Friend  street. 

Bowling  Alleys  Licensed— T.  J.  Morrell,  473  Tre- 
mont street  (transfer  from  N.  H.  Eurle);  J.  C. 
Graeziuger,  4  Amory  street,  Roxbury. 

Billiard  License  Granted— Peter  Werner,  Chest- 
nut street,  Ward  17. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  SUMMER  VACATION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Board 
be  suspended  on  Monday,  July  26,  Monday,  Aug. 
9,  and  Monday,  Aug.  23. 

Alderman  Worthington  thought  it  better  to  ad- 
journ for  two  weeks;  and  then  adjourn  over  it  no 
business  required  their  attendance. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  it  was  desirable  to 
specify  the  dates  so  that  the  orders  of  notice 
could  be  provided  for,  and  so  that  the  heads  of 
departments  could  a/range  for  their  usual  vaca- 
tions. 

The  oi  der  was  passed— 7  for,  3  against. 

METROPOLITAN    TRACKS     IN    COLUMBUS    AVENUE 
AND    PARK  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Power,  for  the  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  the 
Metropolian  Railroad  Company  tor  a  double 
track  in  Columbus  avenue  and  Park  square,  re- 
ported the  accompanying  order  of  location  (City 

Ordered,  That  iu  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 


ot  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to 
lay  down  two  tracks  in  Columbus  avenue,  from 
Berkeley  street  to  Park  square,  and  in  Park 
square,  fiom  Columbus  aveoue  to  Boylston  stieet, 
with  suitable  curves  and  connections  to  conuect 
said  tracks  with  the  tracks  as  now  laid  down  in 
Berkeley  and  Boylston  stetts.  Said  compauy 
shall  also  hav«  the  right  to  lay  down  a 
single  track  in  Park  square,  and  across  Boylston 
street,  to  connect  tue  tracks  located  by  this  older 
on  Park  square  with  the  tiacks  now  laid  down  in 
Charles  street,  the  tracks,  curves  and  connec- 
tions located  by  this  order  being  shown  on  two 
plans  drawn  by  B  rbour  &  Hodges,  civil  engi- 
neers, dated  June  11, 1875,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Trie 
right  co  lay  down  the  tiacks  located  by  this  order 
is  upon  the  condition  that  the  whole  work  of  lay- 
ing down  said  tracks,  and  the  form  of  rail  to  be 
used,  shall  be  uuderthe  direction  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets.,  and  shall  be  approved 
by  them:  hIso,  upon  the  condition  that  the  space 
occupied  by  said  tracks  shall  be  paved  with  small 
granite  blocks  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Super- 
intendent ot  Streets;  also,  upon  the  ccudition 
tiiat  saiil  Metropolitan  Railioad  Company  ?ball 
accept  this  o'tlei  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in 
writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  therein 
contained,  and  shall  file  said  acceptance  aod 
agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days 
of  the  date  of  its  passage;  otherwise  it  shall  be 
uull  and  void. 
Order  read  twice  ind  parsed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aldeiman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
William  H.  Fitzpatrick  et  al.  for  edgestones,  etc., 
on  Walker  stieet,  Charlestown.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  oirected  to  furnish  and  set  the  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  Lexington  street, 
between  Putnam  and  Eagle  streets,  aud  to  report 
to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  furnishing 
and  .setting  said  ecigestones.  Older  read  twice 
anil  passed. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Prentiss  Sargent  et  at.,  tor  sidewalks 
on  Canal  street,  Charlestown;  M.  S.  H.  Skilton 
et  al.,  that  Richmond  street.  Ward  20,  be  paved; 
M.  B.  Murray,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Russell  street,  Charlestown;  Thomas  Cunning- 
bam,  et  al.,  that  Watei  street,  Charlestown,  be 
paved  with  small  granite  blocks;  Mary  O'Brien, 
to  be  paio  for  grade  damages  on  117  Bennington 
stieet.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  aud  orders  for  the  Superintendent  ot 
Stieets  to  pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  in  front 
of  estates  of  Patrick  Murphy,  118-122  Cabot  street ; 
Horatio  B.  Arnold,  23  West  Cottage  street;  Hemy 
C.  Short,  21  West  Cottage  street;  William  H. 
Bangs,  on  Cresceot  avenue;  Margaret  Lynch, 
204-208  F  sti  eet.    Orders  read  twice  and  pass  d. 

Report  and  older  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestooes  and  pave 
the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  London  street,  be- 
tween Porter  and  Marion  streets,  and  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  eJge- 
stones  and  sidewalks.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  and  oroer  tor  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish. and  set  edgestooes  and  lav  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates,  as  follows :  On  Union- 
park  street,  betwoeu  Harrison  avenue  and  Wash- 
ington street.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  grade  Rockland  street  between  Rock- 
laud  avenue  and  Walnut  avenue,  according  to  the 
established  grade  of  said  street.  Estimated  cost, 
$4000.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  acid  ordei  that  permission  be  granted  to 
the  New  York  &  New  England  Rafioad  Company 
to  close  ?,gamst  public  travel  tne  bridge  over  its 
tracks  on  Dorchester  aveoue,  for  such  time  as 
may  be  considered  necessary  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets  during  th.T  rebuilding  of  said  street. 
Order  rf.ad  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  tor  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  sec  the  e:)gestonos  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  Warren  street,  between  Woodbine 
street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue,  and  to  report  to  this 
Board  a  schedule  ot  the  cost  of  said  edgestones. 
Older  read  t  vice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  the  gi  anting  on  the  usual 
conditions  of  petitioa  of  William  R.  Cavanagh,  to 
move  ;t  wooden  building|lrom  179  and  181  West 
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Broadway  to  corner  of  C  and  Bolton  streets.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  grade  and  pave  Bow  street,  Charles- 
town,  as  recently  widened  Iby  the  Board  of  -Street 
Coinnjissioners.  Estimated  cost,  $1000.  Order 
read  twice  and  psssed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  connect  track  in  State  street 
witb  track  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Washiog- 
ton  street,  and  connect  tracks  in  Devonshire 
street,  and  for  permanent  location  in  St?,te  and 
Devonshire  streets,  with  an  order  of  notice  for  a 
hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  Aug.  16,  at  four 
o'clock  P.M.,  when  all  parties  objecting  to  the 
granting  of  the  petition  may  appear  and  be  heard. 
The  order  was  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  pave  with  small  granite  blocks  those 
portions  of  Charles  River  avenue  now  paved  with 
cobble  btones,  between  Commercial  street,  in  the 
city  proper,  and  City  square,  Cbarlestown.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $8000.     Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  ihe  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  pave 
the  sidewalks  and  gutrers,  and  macadamize  tbe 
roadway,  of  Charles  street,  between  Bunker  Hill 
and  Mam  streets.  Charleston,  and  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones  and  sidewalks.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  and  order  tor  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  turuis b  aod  setthe  edgestooes  and  pave 
the  gutters  and  sioQwalks  and  macadamize  the 
roadway  of  Eut.w  street,  between  Bijoks  and 
"White  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  tlie  cost  ot  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  in  favor  of  granting  peti- 
tion of  Ornn  Bent,  for  leave  to  transfer  his  inter- 
est in  stall  No.  14,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  H.  P. 
Morrison.    Accepted. 

NORTH  SCALES. 

Alderman  Prescott  offeied  the  following: 
Oiaerea,  That  tbe  Superintendent  of  the  North 
Scales  be  allowed  to  employ  until  the  first  day  of 
September  next  a  competent  assistaut  to  aid  him 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  said  ?ssistant  and 
his  rate  of  compensation  to  be  approved  by  the 
Committee  on  Marlrets,  and  the  expense  to  be 
chaiged  to  the  cunent  expenses  of  the  North 
Scales. 
Read  twice  a;d  passed. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COORT,  STATE  AND  DEVON- 
SHIRE STREETS. 

Alderman  Power  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  tbe  orders  for  removal  of  oar  tracks 
from  Court  street,  and  from  State  nd  Devonshire 
streets,  urging  as  a  reason  that  it  is  through  the 
courtesy  of  an  absent  member  of  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee [Alderman  Bigelowj  to  Alderman  Prescott, 
who  moved  a  reconsideration,  that  the  nutter 
stands  as  it  now  does.  That  member  would  un- 
doubteoly  like  to  have  uomething  to  say  on  the 
subject,  and  he  hoped  the  same  courtesy  would  be 
extended  to  him.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  tbe  table. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  be  would  be  the  last 
one  to  do  an  intentionally  discourteous  act,  but 
he  did  not  understand  that  tlie  matter  rested  m 
courtesy.  The  order  was  originally  passed  without 
debate,  and  at  the  next  meeting  he  moved  a  re- 
consideration and  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  who  reported  a  few  weeks  ago. 
The  orders  were  again  fully  debated,  and  at  the 
last  meeting  rejected,  at  that  meeting  the  absent 
member  paired  witb  another  member,  and  that 
member  does  not  now  feel  like  voting  upon  this 
question.  Every  courtesy  has  been  extended  to 
the  absent  Alderman,  and  the  sense  o£  the  Board 
has  been  fully  expressed. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  absent  member  voted 
for  a  reconsideration  out  of  courtesy  for  the  Al- 
derman from  Waid  9,  and  so  stateo  at  the  time, 
though  of  couise  he  had  no  idea  any  member  was 
going  to  change  his  vote.  The  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  ought  to  be  consideiate  eoougb  to  allow 
the  absent  member  an  opportunity  to  defend  his 
action,  foi  his  associates  charge  him  with  the  de- 
feat of  that  order  by  extending  the  courtesy  he 
did. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  reconsideration  was 
carried  without  any  opposition,  only  two  or  three 
members  voting  agaiust  it.    Tbe  ground  raised  by 


the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  12  is  about  as  untenable 
as  that  taken  by  the  committee  in  introducing  the 
order. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  the  public  much  in- 
terested in  this  question,  and  he  would  feel  better 
if  it  were  decided  by  the  full  Board ;  and  be  hoped 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  prevail.  He 
had  a  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  tsble,  which  he 
did  not  call  up,  because  he  desired  co  await  the. 
leturn  of  the  absent  member. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  tabls  wis  declared  lost 
—4  for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  that  the  vote  be  fur- 
ther verified  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  that  every 
Alderman  present  vote  unless  excused. 

Alderman  Wortbington  protested  against  re- 
quiring Alderman  Viles  to  vote,  as  he  had  paired 
witb  Alderman  Bigelow, 

Alderman  Burrage  explained  ths.t  the  ab.-ent 
Alderman  voted  against  a  reconsideration,  but  by 
request  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9.  he  voted  in 
favor  of  assignment,  which  carried  it  over  one 
week.  Tne  absent  Alderman dio  n't  wantto choke 
off  debate.  The  order  was  passed — 8  to  4 ;  but  after 
the  delay  two  Alaermen  saw  fit  to  change  their 
votes,  and  so  it  stands  as  at  preseut.  The  Alder- 
men must  tafc°.  the  responsibility  of  their  votes, 
right  or  wro-  g.  If  the  committee  had  nailed  the 
matter  in  the  first  place  there  would  have  been  no 
trouble ;  but  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  9  put  in  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  and  as  a  matter  of  courtesy 
entirely  the  absent  Alderman  voted  to  specially 
assign  the  matter,  and  he  should  have  the  same 
courtesy. 

Alderman  Quincy  repeated  his  motion,  and  said 
that  h*  was  not  aware  tr-at  the  Aldeiman  haa 
paired. 

Alderman  Viles  said  he  bad  pairel  with  tbe 
absent  Alderman  and  did  not  wish  ro  vote  on  the 
question. 

Alderman  Po^er  said  the  pairing  was  on  the 
main  question.  The  absent  Aldeimar.  desires  to  put 
himsel  f  on  record,  for  his  associates  on  the  com- 
mittee charge  him  with  the  defeat  of  the  order 
An  unfair  advantage  had  been  tat;en,  and  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  9  was  not  acting  fairlv  in 
not  -xtendiag  the  s;  me  courtesy  to  che  absent  Al- 
derman that  he  had  received. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  m  one  could  tPll  how  the 
absent  Alderman  would  vote  on  the  question  of 
laying  on  the  table,  and  upon  that  the  Alderman 
frbuf  Ward  2  could  coasult  his  own  convictions. 

Alderman  Viles  said  he  had  paired  on  the  whole 
question,  and  would  not  like  to  vote  ou  any  mo- 
tion pertaioicg  to  the  removal  of  the  tracks. 

Alderman  Steboins  moved  that  he  be  excused. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  not  necessary. 

Aloerman  Prescott  said  the  absent  Atderruaj 
had  asked  him  to  pair,  but  he  could  n't  consent  on 
account  of  the  position  he  had  taken.  It  was  un- 
derstood that  the  vote  would  be  taken  at  the  last 
meeting,  and  the  absent  Alderman  has  had  e\ery 
courtesy  extended  to  him  that  he  could  naturally 
expect.  He  moved  the  reconsideration  because  he 
thought  all  the  evidence  was  against  the  removal 
of  the  tracks,  and  he  wished  the  parties  to  be 
heard. 

The  motion  to  lay  ou  the  table  was  lost— yeas  5, 
nays  5. 

\eas— Aldermen  Burrage, Clark,  O'Brien, Power, 
Quincy— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Han  is,  Pope,  Prescott.  Steb- 
bins,  Wortbington — 5. 

The  question  wos  on  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Prescott  alluded  to  the  statement  of 
members  of  the  Paving  Committee  that  imme- 
diate action  was  necessary  on  account  of  the  re- 
laying of  the  pavement,  and  was  surprised  that  a 
member  of  the  committee  should  put  in  a  motion 
to  reconsider. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  in  view  of  the  course 
thf  matter  had  taken  the  only  couise  to  pursue  iu 
regard  to  temporary  tracks  was  that  suggested  a 
few  weeks  since  by  tne  Alderman  from  the  High- 
lands, iu  regard  to  the  proposed  track  to 
the  hippodrome,  who  said  they  should  be  re- 
moved at  once  and  not  be  allowed  to  remain  as  in 
the  case  ol  these  streets.  Tbe  tracks  in  Couit, 
State  and  Devonshi:e  streets  were  laid  for  tem- 
porary purposes,  and  had  noi  been  removed  at  the 
time  'agreed  upon.  As  the  Aldeiman  from  the 
Highlands  said  in  legaid  to  the  hippodrome 
tracks,  he  could  not  understand  what  influences 
had  been  b> ought  to  bear  on  members.  He  bad 
no  particular  desire  for  d°lay  on  bis  own  account, 
as  ne  had  voted  against  the  reconsideration  aud 
assignment. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  if  the  Alderman  from 
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Ward  12  did  not  favor  a  veconsideratlon  and  re- 
commitment. 

Alderman  Power  replied  that  be  did  not;  wheu 
he  voted  one  way  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  tak- 
ing tbe  back  track  without  good  reasons. 

Alderman  Bin  lage  said  he  had  urged  the  impor- 
tance of  action  on  account  of  the  pavement  in 
Court  stieet,  but  he  supposed  the  decision  would 
be  dlffereut  from  wliat  it  was. 

Alderman  Prescott  quoted  Alderman  Power's 
remaiks  to  show  that  the  latter  "had  no  objec- 
tions" to  a  recommitment  of  the  order,  and  saia 
it  was  carried  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote.  Sub- 


sequently, when  tbe  report  was  made  it  was  laid 
over,  and  it  was  well  understood  that  tbe  vote 
would  be  taken  at  the  next  meeting,  and  the  ab- 
sent Alderman  arranged  that  bis  absence  should 
not  count  against  tbe  mearure.  It  was  not  de- 
layed by  special  courtesy  of  the  absent  member. 

Ou  m.ition  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the  subject 
was  specially  assigned  to  5  P.  M.  ot  tbe  next  meet- 
ing—5  tor,  4  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  tbe  Board  ad- 
journed, and  siood  adjourned  to  Monday,  Aug.  2, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    3,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M„,  Alder- 
man Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

"Weigher  of  Hay— Edwin  Y.  Brown. 

Constable—  Moriib  J.  Walsh  (for  duty  in  the 
Cbarlestown  District). 

Special  Police  Officers— Orrin  M.  Goodwin,  Mel- 
rose street,  corner  Ferdinand  street;  George  H. 
Pratt,  Bays,ide  Alkali  Works;  Joseph  Sanders, 
Foster's  wharf ;  David  Little,  calf  pasture,  Dor- 
chester Bay;  William  B.  Kneeland,  Bay  State 
Iron  Works ;  John  H.  Kerr,  Lenox  street  and  its 
vicinity ;  Nicholas  W.  Johnson,  Cnurch  street  and 
its  vicinity;  Charles  Butler,  Hanover-street  Meth- 
odist Church  and  its  vicinity;  Justus  Loomer, 
Bartlett's  wharf. 

Police  Officer— John  J.  Middleton,  for  duty  on 
the  police  boat  Protector. 

Weighers  of  Coal— William  Jordan,  Frederick 
Monroe,  Charles  A.  Grant. 

Railroad  Police  (officers  employed  on  Old  Col- 
ony Railroad) — Richard  Sisson,  Ctiarles  S.  Tuck, 
James  Gilfeatber,  Charles  Everdean,  Christopher 
Sweeney,  Loting  Gardner. 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  LIQUOR  LAW. 

The  following  was  received: 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston : 
Gentlemen — At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Li- 
cense Commissioners,  I  hereby  appoint,  subject 
to  your  approva7  and  confirmation,  the  following- 
named  persons  to  be  police  officers  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  with  all  the  powers  of  constables,  except 
servicg  aod  executing  civil  process ;  to  be  assign- 
ed to  special  duty  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  License  Commissioners,  and  subject  to  removal 
from  office  bv  the  Mayor. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

William  N.  Ambler,  Joseph  P.  Piper,  Charles  E. 
Bullard,  Gustavus  A.  Noitoo,  John  A.  Reed,  Na- 
than J.  T.  Gould,  Joseph  B.  Leonard,  Johu  J. 
Conley,  George  M.  Carpenter,  Jansen  T.  Payne, 
Albert  Gilman,  Charles  F.  Marsh,  Michael  F. 
Phinnev,  M.  C.  O'Coonell,  Michael  J.  Dunce. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

The  order  of  notice  on  petition  of  Robert  Bishop 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam.eogine  of  thirty- 
horse  power  at  134  Tudor  stiest,  was  considered. 
No  one  appeared  to  object,  aud  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  R. 
G.  Dayton  et  al.,  for  modification  of  terms  of  sale 
of  la^  d  ou  Bristol  street  and  Harrison  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Michael 
Casey  for  damages  for  alleged  perscnal  injuries 
sustained  on  Federal-street  Bridge. 

John  B.  Gately,  to  be  paid  tor  injuries  sustained 
by  his  horse  at  corner  Gerard  street  and  Norfolk 
avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  F.  Gardiner  et  al., 
barbers,  that  they  be  directed  to  close  their  shops 
on  Suudays. 

George  Young,  tor  removal  of  projecting  signs 
.  in  Cornhlll  court. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Charles  E.  Stedman,  for  abatement  of 
Stoughton-street  bettcrmeut  assessment. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  E.  W.  Sears 
et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Hirrison  avenue,  between  Har- 
vard and  Kneeland  streets. 

He nry  N.  Sawyer  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  on  Thornley 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Samuel  Q.  Reed,  tor  removal  of  tree 
front  of  block  situated  between  West  Dedham 
and  Pelham  streers. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  William  A. 
Davis  et  al.,  for  street  lamps  on  Hawthorne 
street,  near  Albioo  street,  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Buildings.  Re- 
quest of  Chiei  Justice  of  Superior  Court  for  room 
for  additional  couit. 

Request  of  So-ial  Law  Library  for  additional 
Shelving. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 


Board.  Asher  Ratshesky,  for  leave  to  construct 
a  cellar  below  grade  in  Norch  Centre  street. 

J.  EUery  Piper,  for  leave  to  construct  a  stable 
for  ten  horses  at  476-178  Atlantic  avenue. 

Joseph  F.  Johnston,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  six  horses  on  Greenwood  ave- 
nue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Richard  A.  Dinin, 
for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Corey- 
street  extension,  "Ward  17,  to  Beach  street,  Ward 
17. 

George  A.  Taylor  et  al.,  that  Everett  street,  at 
tbs  intersection  of  the  Boston,  Reveie  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad  be  put  in  order  for  travel. 

Jeremiah  Williams  etal.,  that  Williams  street 
be  graded  and  a  culvert  built  near  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue. 

Jobn  Cavsnagh.  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  across  Parkman  street  to  Adams  street, 
opposite  Parkman  street,  Ward  16. 

George  M.  Wmslow  &  Co.,  that  Cross  street  be 
repaved  with  granite  block*. 

Joseph  P.  Paine  et  al.,  that  Blanchard  street  be 
graded  and  sidewalk  laid. 

Joseph  P.  Paine  et  al.,  that  Blanchard  place  be 
called  Blanchard  street. 

Benjamin  Dean  et  al.,  for  sidewalk  on  Second 
street,  Detween  O  and  P  streets. 

Petitions  for  edgestoces  in  front  of  estates  of 
Kate  T.  Wendell,  Gieenongh  avenue;  George 
Hargrave,  Putnam  street,  near  Princeton. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates 
of  John  Dunmgan,  10  Decatur  street,  Charles- 
town;  Cephas  Brigham,  7-13  West  Cottage  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  esiates  of  Peter  Daley,  173  Sixth  street; 
Owen  Roddy,  163  Sixth  street;  Albert  C.  Paige, 
560  East  Fifth  street. 

Cambiidge  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to  lay 
an  additional  track  in  Leveiett  stieet,  from 
Craigie's  Bridge  to  Brighton  street. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  Markets.  Quarterly  report 
to  July  31— Receipts,  826,720.12.    Placed  on  file. 

City  Registrar.  Quarterly  report  to  July  31 — 
Receipts  for  certificates  of  intentions  of  maihage, 
$496.50.    sent  down. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road of  the  acceptance  of  the  location  on  Colum- 
bus avenue  aud  Park  square.    Placed  on  file. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

4.  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $1S06.29  for  expenses  at  jail  for 
June.    Ordere'd  paid. 

BONDS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS  APPROVED. 

Constable.  The  bond  of  Morris  J.  Walsh,  Con- 
stable, being  piesented  duly  certified  was  ap- 
proved. 

City  Treasurer.  The  bond  for  $150,000  of  Charles 
H.  Dennie,  City  Treasurer,  was  presented  with  the 
following-n<tmed  persons  held  as  sureties  for  the 
turns  appended  to  their  names:  Harvey  D.  Park- 
er, §25,000;  Thomas  B.  Williams.  §25,000; 
Benjamir  G.  Boardman,  $15,000;  Frank- 
lin Haven,  $10,000;  Nahum  M.  Morrison, 
$10,000 ;  Horatio  Harris,  $10.000 ;  Thomas  F.Temple, 
$10,000;  Leiouel  A.  Coolidge,  $10,000;  Levi  B. 
Morse,  $10,000 ;  Solomon  S.Rowe,  $10,000;  William 
W.  Clapp,  §10,000;  William  H.  Milton,  $5000.  Ap- 
proved. 

Collector  of  Taxes.  The  bond  for  $75,000  of 
Thomas  Sherwin.  Colloctoi  of  Taxes,  was  present- 
ed with  Dwight  Foster,  Benjamin  F.  Stevens, 
Edward  B.  Biasland,  Joseph  M.  Gibbeus  and 
Charles  Van  Brunt  ol  Boston,  A.  B.  Underwood  of 
Newto.i,  C.  A.  Campbell  of  Chel-ea,  Mary  K. 
Sherwiu  of  Dedham  ard  William  S.  Greenougb  of 
Wakefield  held  jointly  as  sureties.    Approved. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  (City  Doc.  89)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  report  says,  "From  the  density  of  the 
surrounding  population,  the  opening  of  the 
reading  room  ou  Sunday,  in  BoyUtoo  street, 
has  proved  to  be  a  moderate  success,  while 
in  the  branches  it  has  not  been  found  to  be 
either  a  necessitv  or  a  considerable  convenience. 
It  is  just  to  say,  however,  that  the  success  in  the 
central  library  might  have  beeu  more  marked  had 
there  been  better  accommodations  for  readers. 
During  the  past  year  the  convenience  and  safety 
of  the  building  have  been  largelv  increased,  hot 
the  insufficiency  of  the  accommodation  for  visit- 
ors to  the  reading  room  and  the   waiting  hall  of 
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the  popular  library,  apparent  'nil  five  years  since, 
has  shown  itself  in  a  more  marked  degree  during 
the  past  year.  The  leading  rooir  is  nniv  too  lim- 
ited in  extent  for  the  pmpose  to  which  it  is  de- 
voted. The  waiting  room  has  long  aeeuagreat 
evil  to  the  institution — small,  low  studded,  unven- 
tilated,  insufficiently  lignted,  it  i?  often  inconven- 
ien'ly  over-crovdeu.  Its  conditio. i  has  deprived 
the  lower  library  of  a  large  class  of  borrowers 
who  would  otherwise  uladly  use  the  books  of  that 
favonte  collection.  A  hall,  sufficiently  large  to  al- 
low separ>,te  access  for  the  boys,  with  seats  and 
tables  conveniently  arranged  for  the  use  of  200  or 
300  persoos,  would  eventually  increase  circula- 
tion and  remove  most  of  the  preset  objections 
to  the  system  of  delivery.  The  plans  for  this  pur- 
pose will  be  laid  bef  ^re  the  Council  previous  to  the 
next  animal  appropriation.  The  accommod?tions 
at  the  South  Boston  branch  are  pronounced  insuf- 
ficient for  the  public  and  the  library.  The  whole 
number  of  volumes  now  in  its  po  session  amounts 
to  276,922,  an  increase  of  16,372  during  the  year. 
Of  these  221,049  are  container!  in  the  central  libra- 
ry, and  52,863  in  the  six  branches .  The  issues  of 
books  daring  the  306  days  of  the  year  have  risen 
to  the  larf  e  aggregate  of  758,417,  being  an  increase 
over  ths  previous  year  of  132,975.  4  portion  of 
this  increase  is  due  to  the  opening  of  a  new 
branch  in  Dorchester,  which  in  about  three 
months  circulated  16,017  volum  s.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  who  have  made  application 
to  use  the  library  since  1867  now  amounts 
to  90,782,  of  which  14,599  were  entered  dur- 
ing the  last  year.  The  periodical  reading  rooms 
were  open»d  359  dnvs,  and  were  during  that 
period  visited  by  249,870  readers,  who  used  348,772 
magazines.  The  number  of  books  lost  dining  the 
year  was  85,  or  about  one  to  eveiy  9000  of  circula- 
tion. It-  is  gratifying  to  state  that  th»  number  of 
persons  evincing  such  interest  in  the  institution 
as  to  induce  them  to  make  donations  of  book-'  or 
pamphlets  to  its  shelves  was  greater  than  ever 
before,  1091  friends  having  given  4169  volumes  and 
15,889  pamphlets.  An  analysis  of  the  or  dilation 
ot  the  popular  department  of  the  institution  gives 
the  following  result:  The  32,590  volumes  ot  the 
lower  hall  found  272,834  readers,  an  increase  of 
nearly  20,000  over  the  previous  year,  notwithstand- 
ing the  issues  of  the  oix  branches,  » Inch,  with  an 
aggregate  >f  55,863  volumes,  distributed  to  their 
visitors  404,846  books.  South  Bo-toa  still  leads  in 
the  uses  of  its  books  evf  ry  volume  of  its  col- 
lection having  been  loaned,  on  the  average, 
seventeen  times.  The  lowest  proportional  cir- 
culation is  to  be  foiled  in  Brighton,  but  this 
natuially  arises  from  the  fact  that  rhe  library 
is  larger,  in  proportion  to  the  suirounding  popula- 
tion, than  in  any  of  the  other  districts  of  the  city. 
The  reading  ot  juveniles  and  fiction  is  more  gen- 
eral ia  rhe  districts  than  in  the  city  proper, 
although  the  proportion  of  literature  of  these 
classes  is  larger  in  the  lower  hall  than  in  any  of 
the  branches,  from  the  lower  hall  only  sixty- 
nine  per  ceot.  of  the  issues  belong  to  these  classes, 
a  smaller  proportion  than  ever  before;  while  in 
the  branches  it  amounted  to  about  eighty  per 
cent.  TBis  change  in  the  percentage  ot  use  in  the 
lower  hall  is  due  to  the  interest  shown  in  a  higher 
class  of  reading,  in  consequence  of  the  publica- 
tion of  the  class  list  of  history,  biography  and 
travel,  the  distribution  of  which  swelled  the  loans 
in  tnese  department*  from  10,856  in  1873-4  to  23,925 
volumes  in  1874-5.  The  reports  of  the  Visiting 
Committee  and  superintendent  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  valuable  appendixes  make  up  the  balance 
of  the  report. 

SEWElt  IS    MYSTIC  VALLEY. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
in  the  Mystic  Valley  at  a  cost  ot  $205,000,  with  the 
accompanying  order  providing  the  means  for  ac- 
complishing tne  work: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  beieby 
is  authorized  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  the  sum  of  §205,000,  to  con- 
stitute a  scecia.1  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  Valley ;  to  be 
styled  "Myotic  Water  Works  Loan." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was  read 
once. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submittei  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Ten  newsboys. 

HacK  Liceuses  Granted— Daniel  Daley,  Tremont 
!-treet,  opposite  Museum,  aftei  9  o'clock  P.  M. ; 


George  M.  Mor«e,  corner  Milk  and  Congress 
stre  -t;  John  C.  Stiles,  to  run  omnibuses  through 
Summer  and  High  streets,  to  Rowe's  whaif  and 
return;  Robinson  &  Emerton,  to  run  a  line  of 
coaches  fiom  Charlestown  to  Rowt's  vhart. 

Pawnbroker's  License  Renew  ed— Nathan  Baer, 
693  Washington  street. 

Billiard  Licenses  (-iranted— W.  P.  Marshall,  114 
Sudbury  street:  G.  P.  Blamhardj  260  Mail  street; 
Henry  Wise,  138  Pleasant  street;  F.C.  Stromberg, 
53  Hanover  street;  Joseph  A.  Tilton,  241  Meiidia'i 
street. 

Auctioneer  Licensed— George  H.  Abbott,  33 
School  street;  G.  Golding  Bird,  176  Tremont 
street. 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed— Da- 
vid H.  Smith,  313  Commercial  street;  Samuel 
Reinstein,  1246  Tremont  street;  Seth  Rich,  11 
Salem  street;  Rosa  Li pp,  78  Dorchester  avenue; 
Joshua  P.  Thompson,  128  Broad  street;  John 
Woods,  1  Seventh  stieet;  Jeremiah  J.  Lee,  7 
Hamilton  street;  Joseph  W.  Eldredge,  87  Canal 
street,  Charle-towu;  Samuel  S.  Rosnosky,  190 
South  stieet;  Gilbert  D.  Bugbee,  272  Hanover 
street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licenred— El.en  Magee,  Ho- 
tel Berkeley;  Garrett  Benson,  117  Hanover  street; 
John  McNally,  Cet.tre  street,  J.  P. 

Wagon  License  Granted— S.  M.  Miles,  coiner  of 
Kneelaud  and  Lincoln  streets;  D.  W.  Parmenter, 
Meridian  street;  Joseph  H.  Rider,  Main  street, 
Charlestown. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  licenses  to  keep  intelligence  offi- 
ces in  i his  city  be  issued  ;o  the  fobowing-named 
parties:  Sherlock  Spooner,  corner  Kingston  and 
Bedford  streets;  Eliza  Poiter,  131  Hudson  street; 
Margaret  Fitzgerald,  22  Appleto:  stieet ;  Priscilla 
Robinson,  2  Grunt  place. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LOCATION  OF  STEAM  FIRE  ENGINE  NO.  6. 

Aldermai,  Quincy,  for  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Departure;  t,  who  were  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  an  engine  house 
for  Steam  Engine  Company  No.  6,  in  a  more  con- 
venient locality  than  that  sow  occupied  by  said 
company  in  Wall  streer,  reported  that  it  is  n<  c  ad- 
visable at  the  present  tim- to  provide  a  new  en- 
fine  house,  but  that  certain  alterations  suggested 
y  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissione.s  will  tempo- 
rarily remedy  most  ot  the  inconvenience,  and  the 
committee  would  recommend  the  same  to  be 
made.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CHEMICAL  WORKS  IN  SOUTH  BOSTON.  * 

AlaarmdU  Quiucy  submitted  the  following : 
The  Committee"  on  the  Fire  Department,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  Chauncy 
Page  against  t  up  erection  of  a  building  on  First 
street,  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets,  to  be 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  chemical  compounds, 
having  given  a  hearing  to  the  parties  interested, 
and  having  visited  the  premises,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  repot  r:  It  appears  that 
the  business  ot  manufacturing  varnish  has 
been  carried  on  for  many  years  in  this  lo- 
cality. Where  all  possible  precautions  are  taken, 
especially  where  no  considerable  amount  of  the 
manufactured  article  is  allowed  to  remain  Jn 
store,  the  danger  of  a  building  used  for  these  pur- 
poses originating  or  greatly  extending  a  confla- 
gration does  not  seem  to  your  committee  g/eater, 
for  example,  than  that  attendant  on  a  planing 
mill.  The  question  bete  would  seem  10  be 
whether  such  precautions  have  been  taken.  In 
every  respect,  save  one,  the  recent  alterations  in 
the  buildings  and  manner  of  conducting  the  busi- 
ness would  seem  to  be  in  the  direction  of  in- 
creased safety,  and  the  committee  cannot  but 
think  that,  on  the  whole,  the  danger  to  the  neigh- 
bors is  less  than  before  such  changes  were  made. 
So  far  as  the  committee  can  understand  the 
business,  every  precaution  against  the  origin 
of  a  conflagration  in  the  pro  :ess  of 
manufacture  has  been  taken.  Still,  as  the  danger 
is  undeniably  greater  than  in  most  other  build- 
ings, all  possible  measures  should  have  been  taken 
to  facilitate  the  efforts  of  the  department  tow- 
ards confining  the  fire  to  the  building  in  case  it 
should  originate  there.  Had  the  newly-erected 
building  been  of  brick,  with  a  flat  roof,  this 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  experts,  have  been  com- 
paratively easy.  That  a  business  so  long  estab- 
lished at  this  point  should  be  abandoned  can 
hardly  be  expected,  but  the  neighborhood  have 
an  undoubted  right  t)  expect  that  when- 
ever changes  are  made,  involving  the  erec- 
tion   of     new    buildings,    no    possible    piecau- 
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tion  conducive  to  the  general  safety  sh&ll  be 
neglected.  Seeing  that  the  new  building  for 
the  manufacture  of  inflammable  materials  was  to 
be  built  of  wood,  with  a  high  roof,  setms  to  your 
committee  to  be  good  cause  for  ttie  remonstrance 
of  che  petitioner,  m  view  of  the  natme  of  his  own 
tusinecs.  The  argument  for  a  high  roof  is  that 
its  betttr  facilities  for  ventilatioo,  and  for  carry- 
ing off  tbe  vapor,  diminish  the  chances  of  the 
origin  of  fire;  but  this, in  che  committee's  opinion, 
is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  greater 
facilities  for  the  spread  of  a  conflagration  incident 
to  a  high  as  compared  with  a  flat  rcof .  It  is  evi- 
dent tbatthe  one  may  be  safer  for  the  building 
and  the  other  for  the  ueighborhood,  and  in  such  a 
dangerous  vicinity  as  this  tte  interest  of  the 
greater  numbsr  should  prevail.  With  tins  ex- 
pression of  their  views  upon  tbe  question  your 
commiitee  wonld  recommend  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Suivey 
acd  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  witn  orders  of  notice  that  this  Board 
will,  on  Monday,  Aug.  16,  at  four  o'clock,  P.M., 
take  into  consideration  che  expediency  of  con- 
structing sewers  as  follows,  when  all  persons  ob- 
jecting thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard :  In  Por- 
ter and  Jess  streets,  West  Roxbury;  in  Bower 
street,  Roxbury,  between  Sherman  street  and 
Laurel  streei;  in  Blue  Hill  Avenue,  between  Wa- 
verly  and  Woodbine  streets,  and  in  Wan  en  street 
between  Woodbine  and  Edgewood  streets;  in 
Thornley  street,  Dorchester;, in  Athens  street,  be- 
tween B  street  and  the  New  Yoitc  &  New  England 
Railroad;  in  Silver  street,  between  E  and  F  streets, 
and  in  E  street,  between  Silver  andFoorth  streets. 
Ordeis  severally  passed. 

Report  that  ic  Is  inexpedient  to  take  any  action 
on  the  petition  of  Patrick  McMorrow  eh  al.  for 
leave  to  fill  up  the  old  channel  and  Stony  Brook 
on  their  premises.    Accepted. 

Reports  with  oiders  for  tbe  construction  of 
sewers  as  follows:  In  Langdon  street  and  in  Rut- 
land square,  west  of  Columbus  avenue.  Orders 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

PROJECTING  SIGNS  AND  LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Bun-age  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  recommending  the  granting 
of  the  following  petition  to  maintain  projecting 
signs,  lanterns,  etc.,  provided  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  certifies  that  the  same  are  securely 
fastened:  H.Peyser,  sigts,  87  Cambridge  street; 
Adams,  Fessenden  &  Co.,  sigo,  177  Court  street ; 
John  T.  Willey  et  al.,  lamp,  Creighton  House;  S. 
M.  S.  Pratt,  lantern,  75  Court  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

STREET  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Martin  Lennon  tr>  be  compensated  for 
expenditure  consequent  up<>n  the  widening  of 
Hartopp  place,  the  condition  of  his  pie  wises  be- 
ing, as  the  committee  baye  learned,  atcer  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  the  city  had  agteed  to  iio  for 
him,  of  replacing  wall,  etc.,  even  better  than  it 
was  as  originally  helu  bv  him  before  the  widening 
ot  Hartopp  place  upon  his  estate.    Accepted. 

Orders  to  pay  for  laud  dam.  ges  as  follows :  Pro- 
prietors of  T  wharf,  $21,666,  laving  out  aua  exten- 
sion of  Commerce  street  to  Atlantic  avenue,  when 
ever  said  proprietors  adjust  aud  settle,  under  the 
oider  of  this  Board  of  April  13, 1875,  all  the  claims 
growing  out  of  the  laying  out  of  Atlantic  avenue 
upon  their  estate;  Mary  A.  Coudcn  $1000,  wideu- 
ir.g  of  Bow  street;  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's  Epis- 
copal Church  $670.75,  widening  ot  Bowdoiu  stieet; 
Aaron  Kingsbury  $510.75,  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue ;  Sarah  A.  Morse  $243,  widening  of  Sb«w- 
rnut  avenue;  John  Rogers  $221.25, widening  of 
Shawmut  avenue;  Sarah  E.  Huckius  $1355,  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  Israel  Huckins  iu  widening 
Shawmut  avenue;  Frank  T.  Dwiuell  $650,  <  xteu- 
sion  of  Corey  stieet  to  Weld  street;  Boston  Lead 
Company  $3097.50,  layiDgout  of  Swett  street.  Sev- 
erally read  twrce  aud"  passed. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  pait  of  the 
Board : 

Whereas,  By  a  resolve  passed  by  the  Boaid.  of 


Sti  eet  Commissioners  on  tbe  22d  of  October,  1874, 
cartam  parcel s  of  land  therein  described  were 
taken  on  Swett  street,  and  the  same  were  laid  out 
as  a  public  street  or  way  of  said  city,  it  is  there- 
fore 

Oideied,  That  due  notice  be  given  to  L.  B. 
Mor-e  and  E,  A.  Remick,  Roxbury  Grammar 
School,  Boston  Lead  Company,  J.  S.  Laming  a^d 
Alonzo  S.  Drisko,  Otis  Shepaid,  Roxbury  Gas 
Lighc  Company,  Lawrence  Cuddy,  Hiram  John- 
son, Joseph  Dorr,  Central  Wharf  Company,  R.  A. 
isallou,  heirs  of  Martin  Brimmer,  William  L. 
Bradley,  South  Cove  Corporatroa,  George  W.  Tux- 
bury,  Snebnah  Rich,  Martin  Hayes,  heirs  of.  Lem- 
uel Ciehore,  Benjamin  If.  Wrng,  Samuel  Joidan, 
Charles  H.  and  Fraucis  C.  Hersey,  Nathaniel 
C.  Decker,  David  H.  Geer,  Boylstou  Na- 
tional BaDk,  Thomas  Gogin,  Alpheus  M. 
Stetson,  William  Hardy,  Christina  Kammerer, 
and  all  other  peroons  interested  as  owners,  pro- 
prietors, tenants,  occupants  or  other  nrise,  in  said 
land,  that  they  cut  off,  pull  down,  remove  and 
carry  away  all  buildings,  erections,  and  obstruc- 
tions of  every  sort  standing  on  and  projecting 
over  the  lines  of  sard  Swett  street,  as  established 
by  the  resolve  aforesaid,  or  move  ana  set  back  the 
same  to  the  taid  lines,  and  vacate  anasnrreoe'er 
the  land  and  premises  taken  as  aforesaid,  on  or 
before  the  first  uay  of  September  now  next  ensu- 
ing. 

And  in  default  thereof,  the  Committee  on 
Streets  are  hereby  directed  and  ernpowerec.  forth- 
with to  enter  upon  said  land,  and  cause  all  build- 
ings, erections  and  obstruction.:;  standing  on  and 
projecting  over  the  lines  of  said  Swett  street,  as 
established  by  the  resolve  aforesaid,  to  be  cut  off, 
pulled  down,"removed  aud  carded  away,  or  sold 
in  such  aianner  as  they  shall  deem  exi  edient,  or 
to  be  moved  and  set  back  to  said  lines,  and  the 
said  l<vnd  to  be  vacated  and  surrendered  under  the 
direction  of  the  s;tid  committee. 

Passed. 

MARKET    LEASE  TRANSFERRED. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Markets  in  favor  of  granting  the 
petition  of  C.  G.  Dole  for  leave  to  transfer  one- 
half  of  Stall  No.  19,  Faneoil  Hall  Market,  to  Etlwin 
M.  Sfacey.    Accepted. 

THE  VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Aldermau  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  whenever  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Company  executes  a  lease  to  the  city  of  Boston 
of  the"  lands  owneu  bv  said  company, 
situated  and  lying  between  Atlantic  avenue 
and  Mercantile  street,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  order  passed  by  tbe  City  Council  and 
approved  July  12, 1875,  and  gives  to  the  city  the 
bond  named  in  said  orcer  and  complies  in  all 
other  respect*  with  tbe  provisions  contained 
tber'ir,  the  Standing  Committee  of  ;lns  Board  on 
Markets  is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  a  mar- 
ket on  sard 'amis  for  the  sale  of  provisions  and 
perishable  produce,  and  to  grade  and  lay  out  sa'd 
1  nds  in  "mil  :i miner  as  theyuiay  deem  necessary 
for  the  accommodation  of  che  persous  who  may 
be  assigned  sands  thereoa;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  already  made 
therefor. 
Read  t.vrce  and  passed. 

LOCATION  OF  SUNDRY  CITY  OFFICES. 

A'dermau  Prescott  submitted  6  report  from  toe 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  represent- 
ing that  they  had  received  a  communis -tk.n  from 
the  Treasury  Department  reqnesrii  g  that  a  room 
be  set  apart  for  the  Collectoi  of  Taxes,  and  recom- 
mending th    passage  or  fue  folio «insr: 

Ordered,  Tnat  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  pub- 
lic offices  named  be  located  tu  City  Hall,  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Water  Bos rd  to  be  removed  to  tbe  room 
occupied  by  the  secretary  of  the  School  Co'vmit- 
tee. 

The  School  Committee  and  secretary  of  said 
commitree  to  vacate  the  rooms  occupien  by  men. 
a'Hl  to  remove  to  the  corner  room  on  same  floor 
now  occupied  by  the  City  Surveyor. 

The  City  Engineet,  to  occupy  the  large  room  va- 
cated bv  the  School  Committee. 

Tbe  City  Surveyor  to  occupy  tbe  room  in  the 
upper  story,  directly  over  his  present  room,  said 
room  beiiid-  made  vacant  bv  the  Cit>  tiugineei . 

the  Litasurer  aud  Collector  to  occupy  the  pres- 
ent Treasurer's  room,  aud  the  large  room  vacated 
by  the  Water  Registrar. 

The  Water  Registrar  to  occupy  the  room  va- 
cated by  the  Water  Board,  to.  ether  witn  the  small 
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room  between,  occupied  at  present  by  the  Water 
Board  and  Water  Registrar. 

The  private  office  now  occupied  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lamps  co  be  used  by  a  clerk  ot  the 
Water  Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SUNDRY  PUBLIC  BUILDING  MATTERS. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following, 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  lo  furnish  a  watch  clock  and 
fixtures,  with  the  necessary  stations  for  the  City 
Hall  builcing,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $600;  the 
expense  to  be  chaiged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  dowu. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  tase  charge  of  1950  square 
feet  of  lard,  more  or  less,  beloogmg  to  the  city, 
and  situated  in  the  rear  of  Pohee  Station  House 
No.  8. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Sent 
dow  o . 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  of  Hetny  E.  Fuller 
6100  (eet  of  land,  more  or  less,  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  forty  cents  per  square  foot, 
situated  on  Harvard  avenue,  Ward  19,  anu  erect 
thereon  an  engine  house  from  plans  approved  by 
the  Board  ot  Fire  Commissioners,  at  an  estimated 
cost  for  land  and  building  of  17000;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already  pio- 
vided  for  ih^t  purpose. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

OrcUi'i  d,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
iogs  be  autborized  to  puichase  of  Messrs.  Shep- 
atd  &  Chester  380"0  feet  of  land,  more  or  l.-ss,  situ- 
ated o)  Washington  street,  between  Atherton 
and  Bcthoveo  streets,  Ward  15,  at  a  cost  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  eighty  cents  per  squaie  foot, 
and  erect  thereon  an  engine  house  from  plans  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  at  an 
estimated  cost  for  land  and  building  ofj$8000 ;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  al- 
leady  movided  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman  Hams — What  is  the  assessed  value  of 
that  property? 

Aide:  man  Prescott— I  em  unable  to  answer  that 
question  at  the  present  time.  This  matter  came 
before  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  at  a 
meeting  this  afternoon,  by  the  report  of  a  sub- 
committee of  which  the  Alderman  from  War  i  16 
is  chairman.  1c  was  considered  the  cheapest  lot 
of  land,  everything  considered,  chat  could  be 
bought  for  the  amount  of  the  appropriation. 

Alderman  Pope — This  subject  was  referred  to  a 
sub»committee  s.t  the  request  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, who  had  selected  a  lot  near  School  and 
Washington  streets,  which  could  have  been 
bought  lor  72y2  cents  a  foot;  but  it  would  have  to 
be  graded  ana  ha^e  a  retaining  wall  built,  so  that 
that  price  would  be  just  about  one-half  the  actual 
cost.  We  took  the  liberty  of  going  out  and  exam- 
ining ottier  lots  in  the  vicinity,  and  found  two 
parcels  there,  one  belonging  to  a  Mi-.  (3reen,  in 
the  Prescott  Insurance  Office,  and  aoother  at  the 
coiner  of  School  and  Washington  streets,  which 
could  be  had  for  half  a  dollar.  We  found  ibis  land 
of  Sbepard  &  Chester's,  the  whole  of  which  could 
be  got  at  $1  or  $1.10  a  foot.  We  told  them  the 
amount  of  land  we  wanted  and  they  offered  to 
divide  it,  and  we  could  take  either  parcel  at  $1.25 
or  $1.45.  The  committee  came  back  and  consult- 
ed with  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and  they  select- 
ed the  lot  of  Shepardfc  &  Chester  as  being  the 
most  desiiable  for  tbs  purpose  and  cheapest  for 
the  city,  and  recommended  us  to  buy  it.  We 
saw  Sbepard  &  Chester  on  Saturday,  and 
they  thought  toey  could  n't  sell  it  at  any 
lo*er  price;  but  today  they  met  the  com- 
mittee, and  finally  decided  to  sell  it  for  eighty 
cent?,  tfrom  the  general  price  of  land  in  that 
vicinity  it  seemed  to  us  very  cheap  at  that  price, 
being  very  well  situated  for  the  purpose,  and  re- 
quiring no  outlay  for  grading.  It  cost  these  par- 
ties more  moiey  than  they  sell  it  for,  but  I  don't 
know  what  it  is  taxed  for. 

Alderman  Harris — What  led  me  to  make  the 
inquiry  is  that  we  are  laying  sewets  out  in  that 
direction,  and  I  was  desirous  of  knowing  the 
value  of  land  there  that  we  might  make  equitable 
assessments. 

Alderman  Pope— Seventy  cents  was  tbe  lowest 
price  we  f  ouno.  for  any  land  there,  and  that  piece 
was  not  well  situated. 

Alderman  O'Brien — My  impression  is  that  land 
:  a  that  neighborhood  is  not  assessed  for  mor°  than 


seventy-five  cents  a  foot,  and  I  am  also  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  it  will  scarcely  sell  for  fifty 
cents  a  foot.  I  don't  know  the  lot  referred  to, 
butt:ertaiiily  the  valuation  of  land  in  that  neigh- 
bor bood  exceeds  my  expectations.  If  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  make  cheir  assessments  at  that 
rate  they  will  find  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Alderman  Pope — I  expected  t'aat  land  could  be 
bought  for  $1.25  a  foot,  and  was  quite  astonished 
to  find  that  some  of  it  could  be  had  for  seventy 
cents.  There  is  a  party  ready  to  take  the  land 
that  Mr.  Gtepu  offered  for  $1,  and  build  a  block 
of  stoies  on  it.  The  three  lots  I  have  mentioned 
are  all  that  are  eligible  for  this  puipose. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Po*er  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  ri-commending  leav;  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition ot  Sylvester  Bowman  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Lincoln  street,  Brighton.    Acceoted. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  S.  E.  Decker  and  Michael  Geraghty 
to  be  paid  for  gride  damages  on  Lincoln  street, 
Brighton.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  rec'  mmendinir  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  John  S.  W.  Laoe,  Horace  W.  Baxter 
and  James  Riley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Foster  street.  Brighton.    Severally  accepted. 

Rep  >rt  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Edmund  Rice,  to  be  paid  for  damages  co 
his  estate  in  Market  street,  Ward  19,  and  to  be  re- 
lieved of  the  cettermentassessment  on  said  estate 
by  the  town  of  Biighton.    Accepted. 

Report  iecommeti3ing  )eave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Emerson  Wheeler  et  al.,  for  a  plank  walk 
or  concrete  sidewalk  on  easterly   side  ot  North 
.  Harvard  street.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  sum  of  $29.52  be  abated  from 
the  amount  ot  $54.53  assessed  to  William  G.'1'ri.in 
for  edgestones  ou  Norfolk  avenue,  and  tbe  said 
sum  of  $29.52  be  ass^ss-^a  to  A.  D.  Williams  for 
edgestones  on  said  Norfolk  avenue. 

Orderel,  That  the  sum  of  $33.02  assessed  to 
Bridget  Evarts  for  sidewalk  at  No.  17  K  street  be 
abatea,  and  the -ame  assessed  to  Bridget  Evans, 

Oraered,  That  the  sum  of  $30.04  assessed  to  Ed- 
ward Porter  for  sidewalk,  251  Bennington  street, 
be  abated,  aod  the  same  assessed  to  Edward  Pot- 
ter. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  with  order  to  pay  Charloit"  M.  Curtis 
$250j  for  grade  damages  on  AVasbington  street, 
Brighton. 

Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tbaf  notice  be  given  to  the  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  that  m  tie  opinion  of  this 
Boai  d  the  public  safety  and  convenience  require 
thatChatles  River  avenue  should  be  paved  with 
small  granite  blocks,  aud  that  said  company  be 
directed  to  pa^  Jj  on  said  avenue  the  space  occu- 
pied by  its  tracks  with  small  granite  blocks,  said 
work  to  be  clone  under  the  direction  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Tremont  street  and  Gore  ave- 
nue, as  recently  widened  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners.    Estimated  cost,  $1500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  avid  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estate  of  Henry  Whittaker  onFaneuil  and  Parsons 
streets.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estate  of  Thomas  Conners,  242  Third  street:  Win- 
nifred  Judge,  165  Sixth  street.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  constructing  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  sundry  persons;  also  schedules 
of  cost  of  sidewalks  in  Fairfield,  Pond  ano  Cot- 
tage streets  and  Crescent  avenue,  with  orders  for 
the  proportionate  assessment  and  collection  of 
the  same.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  Salem  street  from  Parmenter 
street  to  Hanover  street  with  small  granite  blocks. 
Estimated  cost  $7000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  directed  to  pave  North  street,  from  Ferry 
street  to  Richmond  street  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost  $6000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BRTJDGE8. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Bridges: 


440 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repair  Albany-street  Bridge,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $1500,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  tor  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Albany-stieet  Bridge  be  closed 
to  public  travel  on  Thursday  next,  and  remain 
closed  until  the  repairs  thereon  are  completed. 

Bead  twice  and  oassed. 

STATUE    OF    GENERAL    GLOVER. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, etc.,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  provide  a  suita- 
ble foundation  for  a  statue  of  General  Glover,  to 
be  located  in  the  enclosure  on  Co tnmou wealth 
avenue,  between  Berkeley  street  and  Clarendon 
street,  the  sutn  of  $  1100  to  be  transferred  for  that 
purpose  from  the  appropriation  for  La'coronthe- 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

REMOVAL  OF  TREE  IN  CH.ARLESTOWN. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Whereas,  John  Maguire,  occupant  of  the  prem- 
ises numbered  638  Main  street,  in  Charlestown, 
has  given  notice  to  this  Board  that  he  intends  to 
remove  the  tree  now  standing  in  frout  of  said 
premises,  it  is,  therefore,  hereby 

Ordered,  lhat  a  hearing  be  given  thereon,  to  all 
parties  inteiesteo,  on  Monday,  the  16th  day  of 
August,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Pa>sed. 

HORSE  RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COURT  STREET,  ETC. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  took- 
up  the  special  assignment,  viz.,  the  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  was  rejected  the  order 
for  the  removal  of  the  railroad  tracks  in  Court 
street  and  Devonshire  street. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  ask  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair  on  ihe  question  whether  a  motion  to 
reconsider  is  in  order,  the  matter  haviDgooce 
been  reconsidered. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the 
motion  is  in  older.  After  the  first  reconsid- 
eration the  subject  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  and  reported  back  to 
this  Board,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  it 
stands  precisely  as  though  it  had  never  before 
been  before  the  Board. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  already  put  myself  on 
record  once  or  twice,  and  there  is.no  doubt  as  to 
wbere  f  stand;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
from  what  I  have  heard  said,  that  it  was 
thought  I  ineaut  to  convey  the  impression 
that  one  of  the  memoers  of  the  Paving 
Committee  had  been  trying  to  please  both 
parties;  that  is,  while  agreeing  with  one  of  the 
committee  that  the  track  should  be  taken  up, 
he  voted  with  those  who  opposed  that  measure  to 
delay  if,  and  thus  caused  the  defeat  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee.  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  have  not  the  slight-st  doubt  as  to  the  sincerity 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Paving  Committee  in 
desiring  to  have  this  track  taken  up.  I  kuow  they 
all  thought  it  for  the  interest  of  the  city  that  the 
track  should  be  removed,  and  I  never  had  the 
slightest  doubt  but  that  they  all  acted  in  good 
faith  when  they  reported  this  order.  It  was 
totally  unexpected  that  this  Board  should  vote,  to 
allow  the  tracks  to  remain  there,  and  as  the  mat- 
*ter  has  raken  an  unanticipated  turn,  and 
as  one  member  of  the  committee,  wno  was  away, 
unwittingly  assisted  in  defeating  the  measure,  I 
thought  it  was  but  due  to  him  to  have  au  oppor- 
tunity ro  make  any  explanation  be  desired. 
That  was  my  principal  reason  toi  moving  this  re- 
consideration 3ud  keepiugit  alive  till  his  return. 
I  hope  also  that  some  members  of  the  Board  who 
voted  agaiust  the  order,  having  had  achaucetode- 
liberate  upon  the  subject,  would  rind  good  reason 
to  change  their  views,  foi  it  seemed  to  me  that 
nothing  more  desirable  could  be  done  toward 
facilitating  travel  m  that  neighborhood  than  to 
remove  the  tracks  from  Court  street.  I  therefore 
hope  the  matter  will  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  do  uot  propose  to  occupy 
much  of  the  time  of  the  Board  by  any  txteuded 
remarks,  as  this  question  has  already  been  pretty 
thoroughly  discussed ;  but  as  my  action  upon  this 
matter  has  been  somewhat  criticised,  I  desire  to 
say  a  few  words  in  explanation.  When  this  mat- 
ter was  under  discussion  or  consideration  several 
weeks  ago.  the  Alderman   from  Ward  10    made 


some  statements  and  gave  figures  somewhat 
at  variance  from  those  we  h^d  previously 
seen,  and  which  Ihe  Alderman  from  Ward 
9  desired  time  to  verify,  and  he  asked  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy  that  it  might  lie  over  iu  order  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  There  had  been 
several  hearings  before  the  committee  and  the 
full  Board,  and  all  the  argument  seemed,  in  my 
opinion,  to  f  »voi  the  order;  and  as  the  Board  had 
expressed  the  same  opiuion  by  a  decided  majority 
I  t'ailea  to  see  the  necessity  for  de- 
lay; yot,  being  desirous  at  all  times  of 
allowing  members  the  fullest  opportunity 
for  discussion,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy 
entirely,  I  consented  to  favor  the  postponement. 
And  here  I  desire  to  express  my  sin'  ere  thinks  to 
the  Alderman  for  so  cheerfully  reciprocating  tte 
courtesy  I  extended  him.  As  I  had  heard  all  the 
evidence  before  the  committee  and  full  Board,  I 
did  uot  suppose  for  one  moment  there  could  be 
any  change  in  the  conclusions  arrived  at;  but  in 
this  I  find  I  was  mistaken.  The  question  came 
up  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  and 
was  •  again  postponed  till  today.  I  was 
unable  to  be  present  at  that  meeting,  but 
have  read  very  carefully  the  Alderman's  remarks, 
and  do  not  find  any  new  light  or  the  least  change 
in  the  figures  given  us  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  10,  or  any  attempt  at  correction.  Soon 
after  this  matter  came  b  fore  the  Board  I  had  a 
conversation  with  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Company,  and  he  stated  that  they  did 
not  look  upon  this  track  in  Court  street  as  of 
great  importance,  as  they  run  only  four  ca  s  an 
hour  through  the  street— that  only  in  case  of  an 
emergency  aid  they  consider  it  of  very  great  con- 
sequence. I  replied,  that  1  did  cot  see  how  an 
emergency  could  verv  well  arise  to  requite  it,  as 
thev  already  had  Cornhill  through  which  the 
bulk  of  their  cars  run,  and  if  in  need,  they  bad 
Hanover  streer  aud  Now  Washington.  The  Al- 
derman, I  think,  greatly  magnifies  the  piessure 
through  Cornhill.  It.  is  true  something  like  a  bun- 
dled cars  an  hour  run  through  that  street, but 
not  a  particle  of  evidence  have  I  heard  that 
there  is  the  lea<t  difficulty.  Mr.  Lawrence,  in 
his  evidence  before  the  committee,  and  wno  cer- 
tainly would  have  been  incommoded,  if  anybody, 
said  there  was  no  trouble  at  all,  and  in  his  opinion 
would  not  be  if  toe  number  was  increased.  Now 
if  there  has  beeu  such  a  pressure  in  that  locality, 
and  such  inconvenience  experienced  as  the  Alder- 
man would  have  us  suppose,  why,  may  I  ask,  have 
they  not  run  more  than  four  of  their  cars  an  hour 
through  Court  street?  The  truth  is,  there  has 
been  no  inconveniec.ee  felt,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  I  doubt  if  they  would  have  run  anothei 
car  through  Court  street  if  the  questioa  of  re- 
moving the  track  had  uot  been  agitated.  The 
gentleman  lays  great  stress  on  the  crowded  con- 
dition of  Washington  street  between  Cornhill  and 
Court,  and  says  there  are  frequent  blocks  there. 
Now  if  this  is'so,  it  is  ve<y  eviaeat  the  difficult;  Is 
caused  by  the  great  rush' of  carriages  an:  car? 
coming  "donu"  Court  into  Washington.  No  one 
can  doubt  this.  Tne  officer  stationed  on  this  cor- 
ner so  stated  before  the  committee,  and  said  that 
even  the  limited  uumber  of  cars  now  running 
there  caused  frequent  blocks,  aud  were  a  nui- 
sance. We  uave  had  a  good  number  of  petitions 
iu  favor  of  this  order,  aud  some  remonstrants. 
but  1  have  not  arrived  at  my  conclusion  so  much 
bv  these  petitions  or  evidence  given  us  as  by  per- 
sonal observation.  Let  any  one  of  this  Board 
stand  on  the  corner  of  Court  and  W  suiugrou 
streets  for  half  an  hour  in  the  busy  part  of'  the 
daj ,  and  it  seems  to  me  he  «-ould  need  no 
further  evidence  to  convince  him  of  the  neces- 
sity of  removing  this  track.  The  weight 
of  the  geutlemau's  argument  seems,  not 
that  horse  railroads  ire  an  inconvenience, 
but  that  express  companies  are  a  greater.  He 
has  taken  great  pains  to  give  us  the  orecise  num- 
ber of  Wagons  Standing  before  Adams  &  Co.'s 
office  and  tne  time  they  stand  there,  but  offers  no 
evidence  that  any  one  has  complained  or  been  iu- 
commoded  tberebj,  and  I  think  it  unfair  to  mag- 
nify the  importance  ot  one  institution  at  the  ex- 
pense of  aoother  equally  important,.  Now.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  a  friend  to  noise  railroads  and 
believe  them  a  most  important  institution. 
and  would  give  them  every  consideration. 
but  not  to  the  exclusion  ot  expense 
of  every  other  interest.  I  was  struck  with  a  re- 
mark made  by  the  president  of  the  Metropolitan 
companv  before  this  Board  a  few  weeks  since. 
He  said  '"th  coming  man  hid  come  and  he  rides 
in  a  horse  ear."    Now,  I  admit  the  truth   of  this 
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remark,  but  do  you  suppo-e  he  would  have  arriv- 
ed if  there  had  been  no  other  interests  in  this  city 
thac  horse  railroads?  As  I  have  said,  1  believe 
they  hre  most  important,  and  we  could  hardly  get 
ou  without  them,  bnt  no  more  so  than  ex- 
press companies;  and  I  firmly  believe  if  we 
were  called  upon  to  part  with  either,  the 
interests  of  Boston  would  suffer  much  more  by 
the  loss  of  expresn  companies  than  horse  railways, 
and  I  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  Ci;y  Government 
to  render  express  companies  every  facility  possi- 
ble. In  regard  to  the  Middlesex  rrack  in  Statu 
and  Devonshire  street*.  I  did  not  feel  t*iat  public 
necessity  required  its  removal  as  much  is  the  one 
ou  Court  street,  and  should  not  have  asked  action 
uuon  it  at  this  time  had  it  not,  on  motion  of  the 
Alderman  from  the  Highlands,  been  included  in 
thisorder,as  itwaso.iginallyonly  granted  tempor- 
arily and  has  not  been  used  for  a  long  time,  nor  is  it 
proposed  to  use  it  for  some  time  to  come,  toe  com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  it  would  be  adviaable  to 
remove  itat  the  pieseut  time.  One  vvoid  in  regard 
to  the  second  track  just  laid  down  on  Washington 
street,  between  Summer  and  Milk  streets,  (his, 
with  the  committee,  was  a  choice  ot  two  evils, 
and  they  considered  the  lesser  of  the  two.  We 
all  know  the  great  inconvenience  caused  by  the 
constant  block  on  Tremont  street.  The  railroad 
companies  felt  this  as  much  or  more  than'  others, 
and  desired  some  measures  adopted  to  relieve  it. 
The  South  Bo3too  company  asked  for  a  uesv  loca- 
tion with  this  object  in  view,  to  run  a  large  por- 
tion of  their  cars  over  this  route,  instead  of  Boyl- 
ston  and  TremoDt  streets.  The  committee  care- 
fully considered  this  proposition  and  recommend- 
ed its  adoption,  and  it  was  passen  without  opposi- 
tion. The  result,  so  tar  as  my  observation  goes,  is 
a  success.  The  Committee  on  Paving  have  giveu 
this  question  ca.eful  consideration  and  were 
unanimous  in  recommending  the  removal  of  this 
track,  believing  the  public  interests  require  it. 
They  have  given  all  parties  every  opportunity  to 
be  heard,  and  no  evide ace  has  been  before  tliem 
to  change  their  conclusions  in  the  least  degiee, 
and  I  trust  the  motion  to  reconsider  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Bigelow  uresented  petitions  in  favor 
of  the  removal  of  the  tracks  from  persons  living 
or  doing  business  in  Boston,  signed  by  Samuel  D. 
Perkins,  et  al.,  Kiugsley  &  Co.,  et  al.,  C.  K. 
Jones  et  al.,  and  George  E".  Fitch,  et  al. 

Alderman  Quiocy— I  hope  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider will  prevail.  I  have  been  convinced,  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  examine  the  matter,  that 
these  tracks  ought  to  come  up.  There  can  be  no 
douotof  the  fact  that  horse-iailioad  companies 
are  public  servants,  but  in  this  cise  it  is  the  pub- 
lic interest  which  is  paramouut.  That  is  the 
question  for  us  to  decide,  and  not  whether  the 
contest  is  between  this  comoacy,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  wield  an  immense  political  influence,  and 
one  man  who  owns  a  one-horse  express.  My  mind 
being  clear  on  which  side  the  public  interests  are, 
1  shall  vote  for  a  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  did  not  intend  to  say  an- 
other word  upon  this  subject;  nor  do  I  intend  to 
take  up  much  of  the  tune  of  the  Boaid  at  present. 
I  desire  to  say  simply  that  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
great  effort,  which  has  been  made  to  remove  the 
tracks  from  Court  street,  has  been  instigated  en- 
tirely by  one  concern.  The  petitions  appear  to 
have  al'  b^en  got  up  by  this  company,  and  were  it 
not  for  thsm  I  do  not  think  we  sbouKi  have  had  a 
remonstrance  from  any  of  the  abutters  or  owners 
of  cropeity  or  scarcely  fom  any  parties  doing  busi- 
ness ou  Court  street.  That  company,  as  I  remarked 
on  a  former  day,  have  most  ample  accommoda- 
tions at  the  present  time ;  a  dozen  or  fourtetu  of 
their  teams  stand  in  front  of  their  place  ot  busi- 
ness without  interfering  even  with  the  passage  of 
cars  down  the  track  in  the  centre  ot  the  street, 
which  at  the  upper  end  is  neaily  sixty  feet  wide. 
For  some  reason  or  other  there  has  been  a  deter- 
mined effort  10  remove  these  tiacks,  aud  all  the 
opposition  to  their  remaining  has  come  from  one 
source.  Twice  they  have  been  in-  the  courts  and 
been  refused,  and' now  they  have  come  to  this 
Board.  1  am  willing  to  .vote  to  give  reason- 
able accommodations  to  express  companies , 
but  the  100,000  peotple  who  ride  .in  the 
cars  have  some  rights  in  our  stieets.  I 
believe  in  allowing  toe  tiacks  to  remain  theie  to 
be  used  in  case  of  emergency.  There  is  another 
track  in  Temple  place  which  is  used  in  the  same 
way.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  track,  if  allowed  to 
remain  in  Court  stieet,  might  be  of  very  great  ac- 
commodation, in  case  of  emergency,  to  75,000  or 
100,000  people  who,  for  some  reason  or  other,  could 


not  pass  thio'igh  Cornhill.  In  regard  to  the  Al- 
derman Iroin  Ward  17, 1  did  not  intend  any  dis- 
courtesy to  aim.  It  would  re  tiie  last  tning  which 
I  would  do  to  be  guilty  of  discourtesy  to  my  asso- 
ciates in  this  Board. 

Alderman  Power — The  Aloerman  from  Ward  9 
savs  there  is  uo  public  deiiidt  d  for  the  removal  of 
those  track-,  and  the  pressure  all  comes  from  one 
party.  I  don't  ki  ow  what  he  means  by  that.  As 
a  member  of  the  Paving  Coacmittee,  I  claim  that 
that  party  is  ihe  Paving  Committee,  who,  in  the 
faimful  performance  of  their  duty  of  managing 
the;  business  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city,  have 
become  impressed,  after  looking  i-ito  this 
matter,  that  if  there  u  a  street  in  Bos- 
ton where  horse-railroad  tracks  should  not 
go,  it  is  Court  street,  aud  that  public  tutcrest 
would  be  conserved  by  the  removal  of  the  tracks 
located  there.  Only  foui  cars  go  through  that 
stieet  each  Dour,  and  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  make 
the  great  public  suffer  in  the  way  tLey  have,  in 
oruer  to  allow  a  track  to  remain  there  to  be  used 
only  in  case  of  emergency.  If  soaiebody  were 
put  there  eveiy  day  I  think  it  would  be  suscepti- 
ble of  proof  that  there  isn't  a  day  but  an  accident 
of  some  kind  happens  in  that  street.  On 
the  day  of  the  last  meeting  I  saw  the 
wheel  of  an  elegant  carriage  takeu  fiom 
under  it,  and  if  some  gentlemen  on  the 
street  bad  not  bad  courage  enough  to  rua  and 
catch  hold  of  the  team  there  is  no  kno  viug  »  hat 
might  have  happened.  Every  i-poke  of  the  wheel 
was  twisted  out  by  getting  against  that  track. 
The  street  is  so  narrow  that  it  io  impossible  to 
prevent  a  rut  being  worn  along  the  side  ot  the 
track  on  account  of  the  settling  of  the  paving,  so 
thai  every  time  a  team  crosses  it  must  oe  done  at 
right  angles.  I  believe  there  is  n't  a  day  but  some 
accident  happens  there.  The  request  to  allow  the 
rracks  to  le '>aiu  is  so  unreasonable  that  the 
railroad  company  have  n't  seen  fit  to 
come  here  and  urge  it.  The  President  of 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  came  here,  thinking 
he  had  an  agreement  about  the  permanent  track: 
but,  as  i  said  before,  it  was  requested  oaly  for 
temporary  purposes,  while  the  grade  of  Washing- 
ton street  aud  Cornhill  was  being  altered.  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  road  asked  for  it  for  temporary 
purpose ",  and  said  that  as  soon  as  the  grading 
was  oone  the  track  would  he  removed;  the  present 
Presideut  is  not  tesponsible  for  what  his 
predecessors  have  done,  he  knows  only 
by  the  tecord  that  they  had  a 
right  to  put  the  track  there;  as  i  remarked  at 
the  last  meeting,  if  companies  are  allowed  to 
avail  themselves  of  these  temporary  tracks  and 
make  them  permanent,  this  Board  cannot  do 
otherwise  in  the  future  than  to  treat  their  peti- 
tions for  a  temporary  track  just  the  same  as  if 
they  are  for  permanent  locations.  In  relation  to 
the  expiess  wagons  standing  in  Court  s'reet,  they 
do  not  seem  to  inconveuience  anybody  in  the 
wide  part  of  the  street;  if  they  had,  I 
presume  we  should  have  heard  some  com- 
plaint and  tne  grievaace"  would  be  rem- 
ecied.  As  to  the  four  cars  an  hour  in  Court 
street,  I  presume  they  would  not  be  run  ezxept  to 
keep  up  an  appeaiaoce  while  this  matter  is  in  dis- 
cussion, aud  to  make  a  showing  that  the  track  is 
used  at  all.  I  cannot  understand  why  members  of 
this  Board  are  continually  criticising  the  Paving 
Committes  for  not  doing  something  to  ramedy 
these  blocks,  or  for  eomiDg  in  here  by  piecemeal ; 
auii  itis  a  pretty  predicament  they  have  put  us  in. 
It  is  impossible  to  remedy  the  difficulty  except 
by  piecemeal.  It  is  n't  within  the  power  of  man 
to  'uring  in  a  olan  here  that  will  please  everybody. 
Consequently,  the  Board  having   struck   out   one 

?art  ot  the  plan,  »e  have  got  10  g)  to  work  again, 
t  seems  to  me  that  we  could  not  take  one  step 
more  than  we  did  to  remedy  it;  and  yet  Aldermen 
criticise  us  aucut  a  comprehensive  plan  to  remedy 
the  evils  of  th«  blocks.  The  committee  have 
done  theii  duty,  and  are  on  record.  It  matters 
not  what  you  do  with  the  order.  I  wanted  this 
matter  delayed  that  the  absent  member  might  de- 
fend himself,  and  I  was  Sony  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  was  not  willing  to  extend  the  sam.fi  cour- 
tesy to  the  absent  mem  oer  that  that  Alderman  ten- 
dered to  him,  and  by  which  »e  got  defeated. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected —yeas 
6,  nays  6.. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Bun-age,  Clark, 
O'Brien,  Power,  Quincy— 6. 

Xays— Aid t rmen  Harris,  Pope,  Piescott,  Steb- 
bms,  Viles,  Worthingron— 6 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  took 
fiom  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  Board  in  non-concurrence  substitut- 
ed the  majority  for  the  minority  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Health  and  City  Registrar. 

Alderman  Quincy — It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  question  for  our  decision  is  not  the  com- 
petency of  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office 
which  it  is  proposed  to  abolish,  nor  the  merit?  of 
any  quarrel  or  misunderstanding  between  that 
official  and  any  other  in  the  City  Hall,  but  simply 
whether  present  mischiefs  are  such  as  call  for  a 
radical  change  of  s yscem  and  justify  us  in  asking 
the  Legislature  to  make  for  us  an  exception  from 
the  carefully  considered  general  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  public  recoids  which  aie  in  force  through^ 
out  the  State.  The  principal  paolic  record- 
ing officers  provided  for  by  the  General 
Statutes  are  the  registers  of  de  =  ds  and  of  probate 
in  the  several  counties  and  the  clerks  and  regis- 
trars of  the  cities  and  towns.  Tne  former  record 
deeds  and  wills,  the  latter  births,  deaths  and  mar- 
riages. They  all  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
are  liable  to  heavy  penalties  for  neglect  or  mis- 
feasance, acd  keep  offices  for  the  use  of  the  pub- 
lic. A  certified  transcript  from  their  records  is 
prima  facie  evidence  in  all  courts  of  l»w.  Now, 
the  knowledge  of  certain  tacts  which,  among 
others,  the  law  requires  to  be  reported  to  the  lat- 
ter class  of  officers,  is  very  es^ei.tial  to  the  body 
charged  with  the  sanitary  interests  of  our  city,  that 
they  may  obtain  therefrorn  reliable  statistics  con- 
cerning death  aod  disea  e.  Now  shall  we,  in  order 
to  insure  the  obtaining  of  such  knowledge  by  tbe 
boaid  in  question,  ask  the  Legislature  to  transfer 
to  them  all  the  duties  aad  responsibilities  con- 
nected with  this  public  office  of  record  under  the 
general  laws?  The  law  throughout  tbe  State  pro- 
vides for  an  officer  "chosen  for  that  purpose."  We 
ask  that  an  exception  be  madefoi  Boston,  and  the 
duties  transferred  to  a  board  appointed  for  an- 
other purpose.  Will  not  the  Legislature  rsply, 
"What  mischief  is  there  whicn  can  only  be  reme- 
died by  such  a  depanure  from  uniformity  of  sys- 
tem?" The  only  answer,  as  it  seems  to  me,  will  be 
this :  Our  Boai  cl  of  Health  require  from  physiciaus 
and  undertakers  a  certificate  of  the  same  facts 
which  the  lawiequires  them  to  again  certify  to 
the  public  recording  officer.  This  is  a  hardship  on 
them  and  the  city  pays  for  two  records  of  the 
same  facts.  Moreover  (to  use  the  argument  so 
forcibly  presented  in  the  leport),  if  you  should 
transfer  first  oue  third  aod  then  another  third  of 
the  Registrar's  cuties  to  the  Board  of  Health, 
arithmetic  tells  us  he  would  have  but  one-third 
left,  and  tlie  city  ought  not  to  be  expected  to  run 
an  expensive  office  tor  so  little  as  that.  Whether 
such  arguments  would  have  the  desired  weight 
with  the  average  legislator  of  our  State, 
I  thick  well  enough  of  his  intelligence  to  serious- 
ly doubt.  It  certainly  seems  to  me  that  were  I  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  uninfluenced 
by  any  feelings  excited  by  controversy  or  quarrel, 
I  should  strongly  protest  against  the  proposed 
transfer.  Being  satisfied,  as  I  understand  they 
are,  with  the  statistics  which  they  have  found  a 
means  of  obtaining  directly  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Registrar,  I  for  one  should  claim  that 
I  drew  my  salary  to  attend  to  the  sanitary  inter- 
ests of  the  city,  and  not  to  run  a  recording- 
office,  under  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the 
use  of  the  public  in  general,  and  the 
lawyers  ru  particular,  whenever  they  desired 
to  prove  a  birth,  death  or  marriage  in  court.  "If 
we  aie  to  assume,"  I  should  say,  "all  the  duties 
incident  to  these  lecords,  furnish  transcripts  to 
the  lawyers  and  certificates  to  all  persons  con- 
templating matrimony,  make  our  reports  to  re- 
ceive the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  subjecting  ourselves  to  heavy 
statute  penalties  for  neglect,  then  I  should  claim 
that  we  were  eutitled  to  a  much  higher  compensa- 
tion than  ue  now  receive." 

And  tbia  is  just  what  it  would  end  in. 
The  Board  of  Health  have  enough  to  do 
now  to  attend  to  their  own  business,  and  they 
would  simply  appoint  a  superintendent  to  take  all 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  legal  records 
off  their  shoulders;  and  to  obtain  a  competent 
person  for  such  position,  as  high  a  salary  would 
be  necessary  as  that  which  we  now  pay  to  the  City 
Registrar,  and  the  same  clerical  force  would  be 
necessary  to  do  the  same  work.  We  have 
concurred  with  the  other  branch  in  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  comwittee  on  the  Regis- 
trar's Department;' we  have  instructed  that  com- 


mittee to  make  a  thorough  in  estlgation  i;  to  the 
working  of  that  department,  and  if  we  now  refuse 
to  reconsider,  and  insist  on  the  adoption  of  the 
majority  ieport,  we  in  effect  prejudge  the  case, 
and  without  waiting  for  tbe  report  which  f?e  have 
ordered,  decide  in  advance  that  the  office  should 
be  abolished.  If  we  meant  p^nytning  by  our  con- 
currence in  the  action  of  the  Council,  it  was  that 
an  investigation  was  desirable  in  oroer  to  decide 
this  very  question.  We  can  hardly  refuse  now  to 
await  the  result  of  tbe  inquiries  which  we  have 
ordered. 

And  I  have  perfect  confidence  that  the  gentle- 
men whom  our  Chapman  has  joined  to  that  com- 
mittee on  the  part  or  this  Boaro  will  make  just  as 
impartial  an  investigation  into  the  workings  of 
the  office  as  if  they  had  not  both  already  voted 
for  its  abolition.  If  reconsideration  prevails,  I 
shall  move  an  indefinite  postponement  of  both 
reports.  If  it  does  not  ;  revail,  I  think  the  com- 
mittee should  be  relived  from  the  useless  labor 
of  investigating  a  prejudged  case. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Registrar's  Department 
has  quietly  pursued  its  work  as  a  distinct  and  in- 
dependant  department  of  the  City  Government 
tor  upwards  of  twenty-ooe  yews,  living  in  peace 
acd  harmony  with  every  other  depart  ment  until 
the  Board  of  Health  was  organized.  It  is  the  only 
complete  department  of  the  kind  in  the  country, 
and  its  record  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths 
has  oot  only  been  useful  for  legal  refeieUce,  but 
is  an  indication  of  our  progress.  There  appears 
to  me  no  necessity  for  it  to  become  connected  with 
or  absorbed  by  any  other  board,  oecause  its  rec- 
ords are  open  to  an  who  take  an  in cei est  in  such 
statistics,  or  who  are  disposed  to  make  them  a 
study.  It  devotes  itself  exclusively  to  the  com- 
pilation of  statistics  thai  hold  an  important  rela- 
tion to  each  other — marriages,  burns,  deaths.  It 
is  on  the  same  principle  as  an  auditor's  depart- 
ment, an  assessors'  department,  a  treasurer's  de- 
partment, a -collector's  department,  and  the  same 
reasons  that  have  forced  the  necessity  of  these 
departments  upon  us  will  hold  good  i a  keeping 
our  Registrar's  Department  distinct  and  separate 
as  it  is  at  present.  It  is  only  a  few  weeks  ago 
when,  bv  a  unanimous  vote  <f  this  City  Council, 
we  made  tTO  departments  out  of  one,  that  hold 
even  a  more  close  relation  to  each  other  than  the 
Registrar's  Department  and  the  Board  of  Health. 
I  refer  to  the  Trsasury  and  the  Collector's  depart- 
ments, and  I  hope  ws  will  be  consistent,  and  not 
allow  any  pressure  from  the  Board  of  Health  to 
lead  us  to  act  m  relatiou  to  the  Registrar's  De- 
partment quite  th3  reverse  or  what  wasadmitted  to 
be  wise  policy  in  relation  to  the  Treasurer's  Depart- 
rneut.  The  statutes  aad  ordinance':  provide  that  in 
the  month  of  Febtuary  we  shall  elect  a  Registrar  of 
Births,  Marriages  anu  Deaths,  by  concurrent  >-ote 
of  both  branches  of  the  City  Council,  and  that 
duty  has  been  performed  every  year  since  the 
Registrar's  Department  was  organized.  The  new 
Board  of  Health,  however,  by  a  liberal  construc- 
tion of  the  ordinance  regulating  that  department, 
feel  that  they  have  also  something  to  say  about 
this  Registrar's  Department,  as  the  following  cor- 
respondence shows : 

[COPY.] 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health.  ( 
Boston,  March  16, 1874.  ) 
X.  A.  Apollonio,  Esq.:  Dear  Sir— I  am  directed 
by  tue  Board  of  Health  to  inform  you  that  vou 
have  this  day  been  appointed  to  the  office  of  Reg- 
istrar of  Deaths  aud  Burials,  an  office  created  by 
this  board,  to  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  1874. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  E  Davis,  Jr.,  Clerk. 
On  May  12, 1874,  Mr,  Apollonio  received  the  fol- 
lowing: 

[COPY.] 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  > 
Boston,  May  12, 1S74.     ( 
-Ur.  X.  A.  Apollonio:    Dear  Sir— I  am  directed 
by  the  Board  of   Health    to  notify  you  that  you 
have  been    appointed    Registrar    ot    Deaths  and 
Burrals  for  one  year  from  the  4th  inst.    Respect- 
fully, C.  E.  Davis.  Jr.,  Clerk. 
Aud  again— 

[copy.] 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  ( 
Boston,  May  4, 1875.     ) 
Mr.  X.  A.   Apollonio,  Register  of  Deaths  and 
Burials:  Dear  Sir— I  am  directed  oy  the  Board  of 
Health  to  inform  you  chat  the  officeof  "Registrar 
of  Deaths  and  Burials"   will  be  abolished  after 
this  date,  the  same  having  been  approved  by  the 
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Mavor  You  are,  tneietore,  notified  that  all  per- 
mits for  burials  after  today  will  be  issued  from 
tub  office  only.  Respectfully, 

C.  E.  1>avis,  Jr., 
Clerk. 
It  will  be  sten  thai  the  lioaid  of  Health  assume 
to  have  the  power  to  make  aud  unmake  Regrsti  ars, 
ami  from  the  commencement  of  this  correspond- 
ence dates  the   misunderstanding  between    the 
Registrar's  Department  aud||the  Boaru  of  Heath. 
After  the  Registrar  was  appointed  and  elected  by 
a  concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council,  to  receive 
also  a  notice  from  the  Board  ot  Health  that  he 
was  appoiuted  to  the  office  of  Resist'  ar  of  Deaths, 
an  office  created  bv  them,  must  Have  been  very 
embarrassing  aud   perplexing  to  ou-  Regtstiar, 
anu  left  him  in    doubt  uuder  which  master  he 
should  serve;  but  like  a  good  aud  faithful  officer, 
he     oid    his     oest    to    serve     them    bot'i,    but 
still  the     Boaru    of    Health    were    not  satisfied. 
The  more  this  question  is  discussed  tb^  moie  I  am 
convinced  tbat  the  Board  ot  Health  ibould  never 
have  been  created.    All  facts  show  that  the  work 
tney  now  perform  was  faithfully  attended  to  by 
otner  departments  of    the  'ity  Government.    It 
makes  no  difference  by  what  name  you  call  tueui, 
a  Health  Department  or  a  Board  ot   Health,     Ihe 
work  was  done  and  well  cone  before  the  Board  ot 
Health  had  an  existence.   Oui  Registrar  or  Deaths 
is.  ti  erefore,  only  a  Registrar,  when  the  Board  ot 
Health  wills  it,  because  it  is  claimed  by  tnein  that 
they  must  have  the  record  or    deaths  and    the 
causes  of   death  to  make  that  department  com- 
plete.   But  whv  should  they  cot  obtain  thea>  from 
the  Registrar's  Department,  precisely  in  the  same 
way  as  we  obtain  information  from  the  Auditor  s 
Dsparturent  about   expenditures  the  Sewer  De- 
partment about  sewers,  the  Assessors'  Department 
about  assessments,  and  so  ou  through  the  list.    It 
the:  e  returns  were  not  corcect  from   tb»ir  stand- 
point, it  was  their  duty  to  make  thxt  fact  known 
to  us,  because  we  have  oelieved  tnat  we  nave  not 
only    elected    a    competent     man     to     fill    the 
position     of     Registrar,     but      that     the     de- 
partment   itself    is    comul'-t-,     and     ii     triors 
have    occurred,  it    is    trie    fault    of ^  the    com- 
piler   and    not    of    the    department.      But    af- 
ter   the    Board    of   Health    Cave    obtained    this 
record  of  death  aud    disease,  what  advantage   or 
benefit  will  it  be  to  our  citizens  or  what  new  Jigtit 
will  the  board  give  us   m    relation  to  the  cause  o> 
prevention     ot   disease?     This   controversy    has 
opened  this  whole  niattei  to  criticism,  and  I  iuteud 
to  siy  what  1  honestly  thiak  about  it.    The  vital 
statistics   of   our  Registrar's    Department   have 
been  favoiably  commented  upon  by  all  the  meoi- 
cal  joun  als  in  the  countiy;  have  been  discussed 
in  all  our  mtoical  societies;  bav<-  been  toe  study 
for  years  of  all  our  distinguished  physicians— and 
Boston     can     boast      of     many     distinguished 
names     that      nave      made  "  tueir     mark      in 
this    profession.       "Will    the    Board    of    Health 
be      able     to      give       us       more      information 
on  this  subject  thau  c-.u  be  obtained  from  these 
sources?    Of    what   material    is   our    .board    ot 
Health  composed?  Can  a  lawyer  who  has  oevoted 
his  life  to  the  studying  of  Uws   and   stands   de- 
servedly high  in  that  profession— a  merchant  who 
has  made  trade  and  commerce  a  study— a  physi- 
cian «  no  has  vet  to  mate  hi*  mark  aud   uecome 
distinguished— give  us  more  ligut  ou  the  causes  ot 
dise  se   than    the   distinguished  physicians  who 
cave  lived  in  ihe  past,  or  who  are   now  among 
us?  Will     they     be     able    to     give    us    more 
information    than    a    Dr.     Jackson,     or     Bow- 
ditch,  a   Bigelow,  or  a    storer,   gentl?men   who 
have  made  these  vital  statistics  a  siudy  a'l  their 
lives  ana  who  have  stood  aud  still  staad   at  tae 
head  of  the  mecical  profession  in  the  country? 
When  typhoid  fever  prevails  will  the  repoits  of  the 
Board  of  Health  enlighten  us  more  ou  the  sub- 
ject of  fevers  and  the  cause  of  such  fevers  than 
our    intelligent     family    physicians,    woo     have 
vi  iced  the  locality  of  these  fevers  lODg  before  the 
deatus  resulting  from  them   are  reported  to  the 
board  ?  I  reterto  typhoid  fever  because  the  Board 
of  Health  use  it  as  an  argument  in  their  favor. 
One  of  the  most  remarkable  tniugs  in  this  cont  fl- 
yers} is  the  assumption  of  this  Board  of   H-alth, 
but  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
board  so  much  as  it  is  the  fault  of  this  City  Coun- 
cil who  have  conferred  .-uch  powers  upon  tbem. 
They  have  done  some  good  work,  for  which  we 
rught  to  be  thankful.    Small  Cothic  houses  have 
been  erected  iu  different  pans  of  the  city  for  the 
convenience   of    our   citizens.     This    has    been 
a  good  work.    The  only  trouble  about  them  is 
that  when  strangers  ask  us  for  what  purpose 


they  were  erected,— and  this  question  has  been 
often  asked. -it  U  sometimes  rather  embarrassing 
to  answei.    They  have  ovei hauled  oui  fish  carts, 
and  have  forced  our  fishermen  to  keep  them  clean. 
This  is  also  a  good  woi  X,  too,  for  which  •>  e  ought  to 
be  thank  I  ul.     Beyond  this  I  can  oardly  sea  what 
tbey  have  accomplished,  outside  of -what  has  been 
accomplished  by  othe i  departments  in  years  past, 
and  I  must  uorfess  that  when  they  tuiri  their  at- 
tention to  vital  statistics  and  attea.pt  toeulighten 
us  on  the  nature  said  cause  ot  disease,  trou  the 
returns  ot  deaths,  I  am   afraid    they  are  getting 
beyond  theii  depth,  and  1 .  onol  feel  that  it  is  right 
to  uige  or  tncourage  them  to  take  such  a  position. 
The  fact  is  that  in  ibis  Board  of  Health  we  have 
created  a  board  vith  almost  unlimited  powers,  and 
tnis  leads  th-in  to  supervise  not  only  the  Regis- 
trar's Department,  but  other  department?  of  the 
City  Government.    Some  time  ago  t Ley  proposed 
to  enlighten  us  on  the  subject  of  sewers  and  our 
system  of  sewerage,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  that 
document  has  yet  bee  a  produced.    They  maintain 
a  smallpox   hospital  at  the  Higblinds,  against  the 
wishes  or  every  ^ne  in  that  locality — agaiosc  the 
pledged  word  ot    this  City  Council  that  it  would 
be   removed  as  soon  as  smallpox  disappeared — 
some  Aldei  men  going  so  fa   as  to  say  that  a  bonfire 
should  be  male  of  the  building,  and  eve  y  vestige 
of  it  destroyed.    Theybeli-ve  they  c.n  do  what 
they  please  and  bow  they  please.    Look  at  their 
answer  to  the  chairman  of  the  Health  Committee. 
When  he  asked  them  for  an  explanation  ot  the 
appropriation  required  for  their  depaument,  as 
he  had  a  perfect  right  to  co,  be  was  told  it  was 
none  of  his  business.  I  hope  he  will  correct  me  if  I 
state  the  case  too  strongly.  Tbt  Registrar's  Depart- 
ment, on  the  other  haDd,  is  a  department  entirely 
independent  and  complete  in  itself,    tor  years  it 
has  quietly  pursued  its  work  a oil  interfered  with 
nj  other  department  of  the  Cuy  Government.    It 
mistakes  have  sometimes  been  mr.de  in  the  otate- 
ments  issued  from  that  department,  (r.no   who  is 
not  liable  to  mistakes?)  it  is  the  fault  of  the  men 
who  do  the  work  of  compilation,  and  r.ot  the  fault 
of  the  department.    It  is  now  an.   has  been  the 
most   conipl-te  department   of   the  kind  in  the 
country  ;  a:d  if  the  miuonty  report  prevails,  now 
that   a    committee    of    the     City    Council    has 
been  appointed  to  look  after  its  wa^ts,  it  will   oe 
able  to  pursue  its  work  more  faithfully  tha..  ever. 
Alderman  Harris — Iwouidlike  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman why  the  wl  ole  matter  canaot  remain  as  it 
is  now,  and  why  any  necessity  exists  for  action  at 
the  present  time. 

Alderman  Quincy — So  long  as  it  remains  as  it  is 
there  is  on  record  a  vote  of  this  Boaru  that  the 
office  of  City  Registrar  ought  to  bj  abolished. 
An  indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  matter 
will  place  it  as  though  no  such  decision  had  been 
made.  I  want  to  get  it  out  of  the  way  to  enable 
the  committ:e  to  act  perfectly  free. 

Ald=' man  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
best  disposition  of  the  subject  is  to  leti  t  remain 
upon  the  tao'e,  where  it  has  been  tor  weeks.  I 
little  expected  that  at  this  m<  eting  thi"  mat- 
ter would  be  Di ought  up,  and  tbat  the  Board  of 
Health  would  receive  the  arraignment  that  it  has 
had  this  afternoon.  I  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
time  in  defending  the  Board  of  Health  I  have 
spoken  of  it  in  th-  past,  and  I  don't  think  it  nec- 
essary to  speak  of  it  again.  I  believe  the 
remarks  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15 
contain  several  very  gross  misstatements, 
and  I  think  1  coulu  correct  some  of  them 
myself.  But  I  should  as  soon  think  of  standing 
here  and  speaking  of  the  necessity  for  afire  de- 
partment, a  sewer  cepartment,  a  lamp-lighting 
i.nil  paving  department,  as  I  should  of  speaking 
ot  ihe  necessity  of  a  board  of  health;  and  I 
should  as  scon  think  of  abolishing  the  Fire,  Lamp 
or  Paving  departments  as  1  should  of  abolishing 
the  Board  of  Healtn  of  the  city  or  Boston. 
But  1  don't  -desire  to  go  into  that  ques- 
tion. There  is  another  side  ot  this  subject 
which  could  be  presented,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  ought  not  to  be  dragged  in.  A  com- 
mittee has  beerJJ  appointed  upon  ths  City  Regis- 
trars Depaitinsnt,  and  I  have  tbe  honor  to  be  a 
member  of  it.  They  have  had  one  meeting,  and  I 
think  they  intend  to  go  into  investigation  of  this 
whole  matter  very  thoroughly  and  fairly,  and 
that  without  any  feeling  or  bias  in  favor  of  or 
against  the  City  Registrar  or  Board  of  Health, 
luasmuch  as  tne  other  branch  have  taken  one 
view,  and  tois  Board  nave  taken  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent view,  it  seems  to  me  eminently  proper  that 
the  whole  matter  should  lie  upon  the  table  until 
this  report  is    made  to  the    City   Council,  and  we 
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can  then  take  such  a  ction  as  we  think  fit.  I  can 
see  no  necessity  for  action  now,  ana  were  it  not 
for  cutting  oft'  debate,  I  snould  move  that  the 
subject  lie  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  O'Brien — There  are  two  Sides  to  this 
question.  I  admit  that  as  well  as  the  Alderman 
does :  hut  I  also  contend  that  there  has  been  only 
one  side  of  this  question  presented,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Health  have  taken  every  occasion  to  at- 
tack the  City  Regisrrar.  If  the  Alderman  had 
been  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, he  would  have  gamed  some  information 
upon  toat  subject.  ±  say  tbe  City  Registrar's  side 
has  never  been  presented,  and  I  intend  uo  present 
it  as  well  as  I,can.  As  for  the  gross  misstatements, 
I  should  like  to  have  the  Alderman  point  them 
out. 

Alderman  Quincy—  My  only  objection  to  action 
is  the  inconsistency  in  having  a  decision  of  tbe 
Board  on  record  that  ths>t  department  or  office 
should  be  abolished,  and  at  the  same  time  in- 
structing the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency ot  abolishing  it.  So  long  as  that  vote 
stands  I  tbink  the  committee  should  be  relieved 
from  considering  th^t  question.  Let  us 
have  this  reconsideration  and  then  tne  way 
will  be  perfectly  clear  for  the  commit- 
tee to  make  an  impartial  investigation 
The  grojnd  ot  my  objections  is  ei-tireiy  dif- 
ferent from  chat  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
14,  and  I  regret  that  a  persoial  controversy  has 
been  brought  into  the  question.  Whether  the 
present  iccumbent  is  competent  or  not  fcas  noth- 
ing to  co  with  the  question  whether  the  duties  of 
this  office  should  be  transferred  to  another  de- 
partment. 

Alaerman  Burrage— I  agiee  with  the  Alderman, 
last  up.  I  believe  the  Board  of  Health  dues  great 
service  and  is  indispensable,  and  that  it  will  lie  a 
long  while  before  tbe  citizens  will  consent  to  do 
without  it.  I  favor  tin  minority  report  because 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  Registrar  should  be  a  sep- 
arate ai.d  distinct  department,  because  his  work 
cannot  well  be  done  by  a  board.  He  is  a  collector 
of  vital  sratistics,  and  something  more;  he  re- 
coids  legal  evidence  ot  births  and  marriages,  the 
correctness  of  which  involves  a  large  amount  of 
property  and  the  legitimacy  of  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  city.  I  don't  see  any  objection  to  let- 
ting the  matter  li-  on  tne  table.  Gentlemen  will 
recollect  that  i his  majoiity  report  has  not  been 
adopted  by  the  Common  Council,  but  by  this 
Board  only. 

Alderman  Power— If  I  recollect  rightly,  I  voted 
with  the  majoiity  upon  this  question,  but  I  should 
vote  with  the  minority  for  the  purposes  of  recon- 
sideration. I  don't  see  the  use  of  putting 
the  city  to  the  expejee  of  printing  this  docu- 
ment upon  the  orders  every  week.  All  the 
importance  attached  to  it  is  the  cost  of  printing  it 
every  week.  I  think  the  Aloerman  on  my  left  is 
right.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate this  matter,  aud  the  Board  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  pi's  upon  it.  For  that  reason  I  shall 
vote  for  a  reconsideration. 

Ahierman  Harris— I  am  somewhat  surprised 
that  my  friend  from  Ward  12  should  di  mar  at  the 
expense  of  printing  tttis  matter.  I  think  he  kept 
one  thing— tue  stable  matter— on  tbe  orders  all 
last  year.  Why  I  shall  vote  against  this  recom- 
mendation is,  that  we  have  a  committee  appoint- 
ed, and  when  tbey  report  will  be  time  enough  for 
us  to  reconsider,  if  we  deem  such  action  expe- 
dient. Meantime,  it  seems  proper  that  the  whole 
matter  should  lie  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  that  the  subject  lie 
upon  the  table.    Lost— yea-  5,  nays  7. 

Yea-'— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Worthington-^5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burr-age,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Quincy,  Stebbius,  Viles— 7. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost— y^as  6, 
nays  6. 

Yeas — Aldermen  Buirage,  O'Brien,  Powei, 
Quincy,  Stebbins,  Vilea — 6. 

Nays— Aloerrnen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Harris,  Pope, 
Prescott,  Worthington — 6. 

Sent  down. 

GRAMMAR    AND    PRIMARY    SCHOOL    IN    THE  FLOR- 
ENCE DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  on  re- 
quest of  School  Committee  for  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  a  grammar  and  p-imary  schoolhouse  hi 
the  Florence  School,  District,  recommending  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for 


a  grammar  aud  primary  schoolhouse,  a  lot  of  land 
owned  by  Horace  L.  Lindall,  situated  on  Ashland 
street,  near  Washington  street,  West  Roxbury, 
containing  30,000  square  feet,  more  or  less;  the 
expense,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $6000,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Purcha-e 
of  a  Lot  of  Land  in  tbe  Florence  School  Dis- 
trict. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

KINDERGARTEN   SCHOOLS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  i  be  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion consider  the  expediency  of  providing  accom- 
modations for  the  kindergarten  schools  tecently 
establi-hed  by  vote  of  the  School  Committee. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  HORSE  CARS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Powei ,  the  oidu'  to  pre- 
scribe the  mole  of  run  oil  g  the  South  Boston 
horse  cars,  ano  the  report  in  relation  to  a  curve 
track  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Milk 
stieets,  were  taken  from  the  table  and  indefinitely 
postponed. 

THOMPSON   SQUARE. 

Alderman  Harris— I  do  not  propose  to  offer  the 
niotio-i  printed  m  the  orders  ot  the  day,  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  where;y  ihe  name  of  the  area  at 
the  corner  of  Main  anil  Warren  streets  was  called 
Thompson  square,  for  the  reason  that  my  friend, 
Hon.  Richard  Frothiugham,  our  learned  and  dis- 
tinguished fellowr  citizen,  whom  s;e  all  respect 
and  esteem.  Las  made  a  personal  request  that  the 
name  not?  ordered  be  adhered  to;  and  I  shall  ac- 
quiesce in  his  wish. 

LICENSE    COMMISSIONERS. 

O-  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  order  for  the  License  Commis- 
sioners to  re  ortto  the  City  Council  the  iam;s 
aud  places  ot  business  of  all  persons  who  have  ap- 
plied to  them  for  licenses;  also  the  names  and 
places  of  business  of  all  persons  to  whom  licenses 
have  bren  granted,  together  with  the  classes  of 
such  licenses;  and  that  similar  repoitsbe  here- 
after made  monthly. 

Alderman  Quincy— That  order  was  put  unou  tne 
table  that  gem Urn'eu  might  hive  au  opportunity 
to  examine  into  the  matter,  which  I  presure  has 
beeo  done.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  order 
amouuts  to  anything.  We  really  nave  no  authori- 
ty over  the  License  Commissioners.  They  ai3 
empowered  to  exercise  the  duties  imposed  by  the 
act  on  the  Major  and  Alaerrnen,  and  if  we  desire 
information  we  can  only  request  it.  As  I  under- 
stand the  spirit  of  theorder  offered  in  the  other 
blanch,  it  was  thought  we  had  some  authority 
over  them,  an  I  could  iu  some  way  revise  iheir 
proceedings.  Such  a  position  seems  to  be  unwise, 
and  I  move  th2  indefinite  poitponernent  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Prescott — When  this  order  came  from 
tbe  Commou  Couucil  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  a 
proper  one  to  pass.  The  information  desired  may 
be  valuable  to  members  of  the  City  Council :  and 
tor  one  T  should  like  to  have  access  to  tbe  licenses 
which  they  have  granted,  and  know  of  some  of 
the  applications  which  have  been  made.  I  am  in 
favor  or  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Aldeiinan  Power— I  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  this  order  when  it  came  from  the 
othei  blanch,  because  we  have  just  as  inucu  au- 
thority to  order  the  Governor  and  Council  to  rt- 
port  tiie  nainbTi-  of  pftrdons  granted  during  the 
past  year.  Therefore.  I  don't  want  to  \  ut  our- 
selves in  the  foolish  position  of  ordering  a  boaid 
ovet  which  we  have  uo  coutrol. 

Alderman  Burrage — Cannot  all  the  information 
asked  for  be  obtained  from  the  City  Clerk? 

Alderman  Pre-cotc— It  seems  to  ne  that  tbe  re- 
marks of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  tie  not  a 
parallel  case  at  all.  The  Governor  aud  Council 
are  not  creatures  of  the  city  of  Bostou,  but  these 
commissioners  are.  Th  >  Alderman  i*  the  last 
mail  who  should  oppose  an  order  for  in- 
formation. He  has  opposed  commission*  be- 
cause they  are  entirely  independent;  but  now 
he  opnoses  an  order  ask:ng  for  information 
from  a  commission.  That  does  n't  hardly  seem  to 
be  consistent.  I  don't  desire  to  express  any  feeling 
against  the  commissioners:  but  it  seems  proper 
that  the  City  Council  should  be  furnished  with 
information  iu  regard  to  their  doings.  I  trust  the 
order  will  pass,  for  I  have  no  doubt  that 
if  |the  information  is  receive.)  it  will  be  of 
some  service  to  members  of  the  City  Council. 
Perhaps  they  could  aid  the  Liceuse  Commission- 
ers in  the  proper  enforcement  ot    the  law.    It 
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might  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  that  parties  are  openly  violating 
the  law  and  selling  without  a  license.  I  see  no 
possible  objection  to  any  board  or  department 
being  asked  for  information. 

Alderman  Power— This  is  one  of  those  things 
that  m  my  opposition  to  commissions  I  have 
warned  this  Government  against.  This  is  a  body 
of  your  own  creation,  so  to  speak,  and  you  have 
no  control  over  them.  This  is  one  of  the  beauties 
of  tue  commission  system,  and  as  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  favored  it,  I  don't  see  but  that  he 
should  put  up  with  it  with  the  best  possible  grace 
of  any  one  here.  If  the  City  Clerk  was  directed 
to  communicate  with  the  commissioners  and  re- 
quest them  to  send  this  information,  you  might  get 
something;  but  tbis  is  an  order  for  the  comniis- 
sioneis  to  report.  I  should  like  to  have  the  infor- 
mation, but  I  don't  want  to  be  told,  as  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  15  states  the  Board  of  Health  re- 
plied to  the  chairman  of  tbe  Committee  on  Health, 
that  it  was  none  of  hn  business.  I  don't  want  to 
be  treated  in  that  way,  and  I  think  the  passage  of 
the  order  will  be  child's  play. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  happened  to  be  present 
at  the  debatei  n  the  other  branch  when  this  order 
was  offered,  and  it  seemed  to  be  not  a  desire  to 
obtain  information,  but  as  a  kind  of  thieat  to 
the  commissioners  that  If  they  kept  on  as  they 
had  been  doing  they  would  be  brought  up  with  a 
round  turn.  If  that  is  the  view  cakeu,  it  is  cer- 
tainly untenable,  for  the  act  reads — 

"Section  5.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  any 
city,  and  the  selectmen  of  any  town,  may  ai  any 
time  refuse  to  issue  a  license  to  any  person  whom 
they  deem  unfit  to  receive  the  same.  But  noth- 
ing in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  compel 
said  mayor  and  aldermen  or  selectmen  to  grant 
licenses. ' 

And  then — 

"Section  20.  The  powers  and  duties  given  to 
and  .imposed  upon  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
cities,  by  this  act,  niay  be  exercised  in  any  city 
by  a  Board  of  License  Commissioners,  if  the  City 
Council  of  such  city  shall  so  determine;  ana  such 
board  shall  consist-  ot  thiec  inhabitants  of  said 
city,  to  he  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  confirmed 
by  the  City  Council  thereof,  and  shall  bold  office 
until  the  Orst  day  of  May  next  after  their  ap- 
pointment, or  until  their  successors  are  appoint- 
ed and  confirmed,  and  shall  receive  such  compen- 
sation as  the  City  Council  shall  determine." 

That  simply  substitutes  "Board  of  License  Com- 
missioners for  the  words  "mayor  and  aldermen," 
where  they  occur  in  the  act;  and  we  have  estab- 
lished the  License  Commissioners.  If  they  should 
get  tbe  idea  that  it  was  asked  not  merely  for  in- 
formation, but  was  intended  to  look  after  them  a 
little, it  is  possible  they  u-i^utbe  tempted  to  make 
the  humiliating  reply  that  it  is  none  of  oar  busi- 
ness. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  would  call  attention  to 
the  order  that  the  commissioners  "be  requested." 
Simply  because  we  have  delegated  our  powers  to 
the  commissioi.ers  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
have  reports  from  them.  We  established  the 
Board  of  Health  and  Fire  Commissioners;  and 
will  any  one  say  we  cannot  ask  for  information 
from  them?  I  should  hardly  dare  to  advocate 
such  a  point  as  that.  I  believe  that  if  the 
commissioners  had  sent  monthly  reports  of 
their  doings  to  the  City  Council,  it  would  not  have 
taken  so  long  a  time  to  show  that  something  was 
going  wrong  in  tbeir  office.  Possibly  they  might 
have  received  more  information,  if  they  had  pub- 
lished the  names  of  the  disreputable  parties  to 
whom  they  granted  licenses.  For  that  reason 
these  reports  may  be  of  use  both  to  the  members 
of  the  City  Council  and  to  the  commissioners,  in 
their  enfoj  cement  of  toe  law.  I  am  surprised 
that  there  should  be  any  opposition  to  a  simple 


order  asking  for  information  from  any  depart- 
ment of  the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Quincy — The  difference  seems  to  be 
tbis :  We  created  the  Fire  Commissioners  and  pre- 
scribed their  auties,  and  we  can  abolish  them. 
But  here  is  a  board  so  constituted  by  statute  that 
they  shall  stand  in  the  place  of  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  and  do  everything  which  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  are  empowered  to  do  under  that 
statute.  Therefore,  whatever  is  asked  of  that 
board  is  grauted  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  entirely. 

Alderman  O'Brien— There  was  a  case  in  point 
some  time  ago.  A  committee  of  this  Council  was 
appointed  to  obtain  certain  in  formation  from  the 
Boaidof  Directors  tor  Public  Institutions,  but 
they  gave  us  to  understand  that  it  was  non&  of 
our  business.  I  have  no  doubt  tbe  Li- 
cense Commissioners  would  do  the  same 
thing.  The  boards  we  create  by  ordinance 
we  can  blot  out;  but  the  License  Commissioners, 
acting  under  a  statute  law,  cannot  be  controlled. 
But,  after  all,  of  what  benefit  would  the  informa- 
tion be  to  us?  We  all  know  that  tbe  license  law  is 
a  sham, and  that  two-thirds  of  the  licenses  are  ob- 
tained through  hypocri'y  and  creating  a  false 
impression.  We  have  more  innholders  and  victual- 
lers than  any  city  in  the  country,  and  I  don't 
kDow  that  we  should  be  benefited  by  obtaining 
any  more  infoimation. 

Alderman  Power— The  remark  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9,  that  I  should  be  the  last  to  oppose 
investigation,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
made,  implies  more  than  members  of  this  Board 
understand  by  it.  But  that  ha«  nothing  to  do 
with  the  merits  of  this  case.  I  desire  all  the  in- 
formauon  1  can  get  in  that  quarter,  but  I  oppose 
this  order  because  >ve  have  nothing  to  do  with"  the 
commissioners,  and  it  se^ms  folly  to  pass  it. 

Alderman  Prescort — I  desire  an  explanation  of 
the  remark  of  theAloerman  from  Ward  12,  that 
my  remark  meant  more  than  others  might  under- 
stand. 

Alderman  Power — I  replv,  Yankee  fashijn,by 
asking  another  question — What  he  means  by  say- 
ing I  should  be  the  last  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
this  order. 

Alderman  Prescott; — I  meant  that  because  tbe 
gentleman  has  taken  such  a  prominent  part 
ag-inst  these  commissions,  saying  they  are  a 
close  corporation  and  that  no  information  could 
be  obtained  from  them.  If  the  gentleman  con- 
strued my  language  different  from  that,  it  was 
entirely  different  from  what  I  intended. 

The  Chairman  read  a  communicat'on  from  the 
License  Commissioners  to  the  Mayor,  which  was 
filed  in  the  orders,  and  gave  the  business  done  by 
tbem  to  a  recent  date. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed— 
yeas  10,  nays  2;  Aldermen  Clark  and  Prescott  vot- 
ing nay. 

PEBMITS  FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  ftom, 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  tbe  part  of  the  Board 
recommending  the  granting  of  the  following  pe- 
titions for  stables:  Cousins  Brothers,  wooden 
stable,  thirteen  horses,  Brighton  avenue,  near 
Cottage  Farms  station,  Ward  19;  Albert  Thomp- 
son, new  brick  stable,  three  horses,  on  Beacon 
street,  rear  No.  128,  Ward  6;  P.B.Cunningham, 
three  horses,  Kockland  street;  Artemas  Wiswall, 
wooden  stable,  three  horses,  on  Dudley  avenue, 
Ward  17;  J.  Q.  Hushman,  wooden  stable  for  one 
borse  on  Peacable  street  near  Rockland  street, 
Ward  19;  George  H.  Towle,  old  wooden  stable  for 
four  horses,  Medford  street,  rear  of  No.  83,  Ward 
21 ;  A.  D.  Calef ,  new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses 
on  Schuyler,  corner  of  Hartwell  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday,  Aug. 
16,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    16,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.M.,  Alder- 
maD  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  for  removal  of 
a  tiee  from  cornet  of  Kueelaid  and  Washington 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  E.  W.  E.  Thomp- 
son el  al.,  that  Ward  street,  Ward  15,  be  lighted. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health.  Cornelius 
HerlJhy  et  al.,  that  a  nuisance  caused  by  the  burn- 
ing of  tar  at  the  gas  works  be  abated. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  C.  McDevitt  et  al.,  severally  to  be 
paid  for  damages  caused  by  the  location  of  ihs 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  over  their 
lands  in  East  Boston. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  H. 
R.  Plimpton,  for  a  ceed  of  a  pjrtion  of  land  at 
corner  of  Do .  er  and  Albany  sti  eets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  S.  M.  Shapleigh 
et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Roslin  street. 

J.  R.  Stone,  for  sewer  in  Fifth  stieet,  between 
H  and  1  streets,  South  Boston. 

C.  H.  Taggaid  et  al.,  for  an  extensiou  of  the 
Bremen-street  sewer  as  far  as  No.  292  on  said 
street. 

Coot,  Rymes  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  a  sewer  be  laid 
in  Waier  street,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,.  John  J.  Ridgway,  tor  leave  to  occupy 
brick  stable  for  Twenty  horses,  io  lear  of  Hersey 
place. 

Benjamin  Wo  >d,  for  leave  to  occupy  a   wooden 
Suable  tor  two  hoists  oa  Shepard  street,  Waid  19. 
Nachaoiel  Adams,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Wilniot  street. 

Harvey  J.  Flanders,  for  leave  to  occuy  a  base- 
ment stable  for  one  horse  in  Willow  court,  Ward 
16. 

L.  W.  Shaw,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wooden 
stable  for  ooe  horse  on  Biistol  street,  No.  43. 

N.  J.  Bradlee,  for  leave  to  coo  struct  a  cellar 
below  grade,  at  coiner  of  Springfield  and  Wash- 
ington streets. 

To  the*  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
Eugestones — Supeiiutendent  of  Puclic  Buildings, 
in  front  of  city  estate  on  Warrentou  street;  Jo- 
seph S.  Hyde,  on  Bowooin  street,  Ward  1C. 

Petitions  for  Eogestoi.es  and  Brick  Sidewalks- 
George  F.  Baker,  iu  front  of  Nos  51-53  Hammond 
stieet;  N.  F.  Davis,  in  front  of  estate  No.  5  Mar- 
cella  street. 

Petition  for  Buck  Sidewalk— Franklm  J.  Clark, 
in  front  of  estate  on  West  Cottage  street,  Ward 
16. 

Edward  Wii.slow  et  a?.,  that sidewalks  be  laid  on 
the  east  side  of  Marion  stieet,  from  Btnuington 
street  to  Havre  street. 

William  A..  Wood,  to  be  paidjf  orfgrade  damages 
on  Water  street. 

William  We't  etals.  that  Hereford  stieet  be 
macadamized,  etc. 

T.  v.  audC.F.  Nswcomb  et  a?,  that  Newcomb 
stieel  be  put  in  Older  for  travel. 

William  Stark,  that  Seventh  street  between  G 
and  H  streets  be  put  in  c  tier. 

B.  l<\ Wheelwright,  to  be  paid  for  ^rade  damages 
on  Water  street. 

Continental  Sugai  Refinery,  for  1  ave  to  lay  a 
twenty-inch  pipe  in  a  port'on  of  First  street. 

SluliingSiS  Whitney  B'os.  for  leave  to  use  the 
poles  of  the  Amenc  an  Watch  Comj;uiyon  Beacon 
stieet  for  telegraph  purposes. 

Petition  of  John  A.  Kohl  and  Willi.toi  H.  Ladd, 
that  sidewalks  m  front  of  their  estates  on  Eiai- 
wood  street  be  paveo  with  brick. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  The  petitions  for  sewers  in  Bower 
street,  Roxbuiy,  betweeu  Sherman  street  and 
Laurel  street;  id  Thoinley  street.  Doi Chester;  m 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  WaveiHy  and  Wood- 
bine streets;  in  Wooab!  e  street  and  m  Warren 
street,  between  Woodbine  and  Edgewood  streets; 
in  Silver  street,  between  E  and  F  streets,  and  in  E 
stieet  between  Silver  and  Fourth  stri  ets;  in  Ath- 
ens street,  between  B. street  and  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad ;  in  Porter  and  Jess  streets, 


West  Roxbuiy,  tvere  severally  considered  on  or- 
ders of  notice  f  oi  hearings.  No  one  appeared  to 
object  in  either  case,  and  the  petitions  were  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

A  remonstrance  of  Hen±y  Shaw  et  al.,  a  major- 
ity of  the  owneis  and  abutceis  on  Thornley  stieet, 
against  the  Thorcley-street  sewer  was  rec.ived, 
read  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers 

Chirles  L,.  Haley  et  al.,  that  Erattle  square  be 
paved  witn  wood. 

Daniel  Crane,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden  build- 
in?  along  Maverick  street. 

Wright  &  Wbitcomb,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
hoisting  beam  at  No.  3  Commerce  street. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railioad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  rai--e  the  giade  of  Everettstieet 
at  the  intersection  of  their  track. 

Washiogtonian  Borne,  that  the  portion  of  Wal- 
tham  stieet  in  front  of  their  institution  be  paved 
with  wood. 

Charles  F.  Donnelly  et  al.  and  James  Shitsris  et 
al.,  that,  the  tiacksiof  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
be  removed  from  Court  street,  as  they  impede 
public  travel,  and  the  temporary  necessity  which 
caused  them  to  be  placed  ihere'has  pass-d. 

Bemoval  of  Tree.  The  petition  of  John  Maguire 
for  the  jemoval  of  a  tree  iu  front  ot  638  Mai  a 
stieet,  Charlestown,  was  considered  on  an  order 
of  notice  for  a  hearing  to  all  parties  iutsrested. 

Mr.  Maguire  appeared  and  staled  that  ihe  tiee 
stood  iu  front  of  his  shop,  -which  prevented  peo- 
ple from  driving  up  thsie  without  risk  of  acci- 
dent. Theie  had  already  b  en  fourorfivB  acci- 
dents there. 

the  subject  w»s  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Common  on  the  parr  of  the  3oard. 

Middlesex  Hail  road.  The  petition  of  Middle- 
sex Railroad  tor  leave  to  coiiLect  trace  in  State 
stieet  v.  ith  ttack  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  in 
Washington  sieet,  and  conB°ct  tiacksio  Devon- 
shire and  Sta*e  streets,  and  for  peraianent  loca- 
tion in  State  and  Devonshire  streets,  was  consid- 
ered oa  an  order  ot  ootice  for  a  hearing. 

Mr.  Powers,  president  of  the  railroad,  appeared 
andstjtedtae  circumstances  under  which  this 
temporary  track  wis  graitec.  It  was  at  that 
time  impossible  to  ask  for  a  prrinancut  track,  by 
reason  ot  a  lack  of  time,  as  the  Supeiintencent  of 
Streets  oesiicd  the  work  of  girling  Coirhill  tn 
begin  at  once;  still  the  directors  then  thought  the 
track  sDould  be  made  permanent.  Tne  Metro- 
politan cars  are  greatly  increased  on  the  depot 
lines,  and  cause  relay  at  Scollay  square;  the 
narrowness  of  Sudbury  street,  whe.-e  large  teams 
are  used,  renders  rapid  loco  uotiou  impossible, 
and  the  cars  are  trequeutly  cetair.ed  there.  Bv 
this  new  route,  the  ens  will  come  up  Washing- 
ton stree r  to  State  street,  and  thence  out  through 
New  Devonshire  stieet.  The  diversion  of  many 
cars  from  Sudbury  street  would  In  a  great  re- 
lisf  to  busiu  ss  and  travel.  The  steep  grade 
of  Coinlnll  is  liabl-  to  ca.se  accidents, 
and  the  track  has  to  be  san  :ed  every 
hour  in  wet  weather,  and  ouce  a  day  in  drip 
weather;  seveial  accidents  had  happened  there. 
The  company  desir-d  the  Sucbuiv-stieet  track-  to 
remain  for  certain  hues  of  ears.  Dunns  the  time 
the  cars  tan  through  State  street  there  was  no  trou- 
ble; and  it  was  the  wish  of  propein  owners  that 
the  track  and  cars  should  lemaiu.  Next  July  the 
leases  of  the  Old  State  House  -xpire,  au.i  "it  is 
highly  probable  thai  building  will  be  removed, 
Harolj  a  week  passes  without  some  communica- 
tion from  the  Soeieij  tor  the  Prevention  otoniel- 
tv  to  Animus  on  c\xe  subject  of  too  heavy 
loads  on  the  horses  to  cars  comiog  up  Suobury 
street,  but  it  cannot  be  prevented,  as  the  «  y  i* 
too  narrow  io  work  three  horses  to  a  car.  i'h 
change  woulc  materially  lessen  that  trouble. 

Mr.  Powers  prtseuted  a  petition  in  aid  of  the 
petition  of  his  compauy  from  property  owners  .  ml 
abutters  on  Washington  and  State' street*,  ami 
stUea  that  the  president  and  a  majority  of  the 
o  irectors  of  the  Merchants' Bank  are  in  'favor  of 
the  route,  though  tliev  did  not  sign  the  petition. 

No  one  else  appeared;  the  petition  was  recom- 
mitted and  the  petition  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

UXFINTSHED  BIS1XESS. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  the  order 
to  construct  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  Valley  ought  to 
pass,  with  an  order  providing,  for  a  lorn  of  $205,000 
for  that  purpose.  The  order  for  the  loau  «  is 
passed— yeas  XO,  nays  lj  Alderman  Power  votiae 
nay.  The  order  lor  the  constnictiou  of  the  sewei 
•w  as  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 
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WIDENING  OF  PEARL  STREET. 

A  report  of  Committee  on  Streets,  recommend- 
ing concurrence  ia  the  passage  of  resolve  aud 
ordei  of  the  Sueet  Commissionei  b  tor  the  widen- 
ing or  Pearl  street,  hetwee  i  High  aad  Franklin 
streets,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $31,613,  came  up 
for  concurrence  in  the  passage  of  the  resolve  and 
order.  The  tepoii  a:as  accepted  aod  the  resolve 
and  order  we>e  passed  ii  concurrence. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY   OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  South  Scales.  Quarterly  re- 
port for  Aug.  1.  Receipts,  $635.55;  expenses, 
$48.52;  paid  into  treasury,  $205.70.    Sent  down. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Quarterly  report  for 
July  31.  Receipts,  $27,386.93;  expenditures, 
$22,454.52:  paid  citv  treasurer,  $4696.70;  balauce 
on  hand,  $1203.58.    Sent  down 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  Aug. 
5,  showing  the  state  of  the  appreciations  to  be  as 
follows : 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc.  Expended.  Unexpended. 
General....  $13,638,660.91  $3,560,886.01  $10,077,774.90 
Special 4,347,791.31  6US.941.84  3,738,849.47 

$17,986,452.22        84,169,827.85        $13,81«  ,624.37 

Sent  down. 

Oily  Clerk.  Quarterly  report  for  July  31.  Re- 
ceived and  paid  into  city  treasury,  $1502.85.  Sent 
down. 

Board  of  Health.  Third  annual  report  for  year 
ending  April  30.    Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fire  i  and  alarms 
for  July.  Total  alarms  41,  of  which  11  weie  stills, 
8  needless,  a.od  2  false :  total  number  of  hies  36, 
all  i  ontined  to  one  building.  Loss  oo  buildings 
$4095,  on  siock  $10,214;  insurance  on  buildings 
$64,600,  on  stock  $47,075.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  tollows: 

Repoit  i>i  tavor  of  granting  permit  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  Wright"  &  "VVIntcomb  to  maintain  a 
hoisting  beam  at  No.  3  Commerce  street.  Accept- 
ed. 

Repent  in  favor  of  granting  permit  on  usual 
conditions  to  John  Cavauagb  to  move  a  ?,ooden 
building  across  Park  man  street  to  Adams  street, 
opposite  Parkman  street.  Ward  16.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  10  gtaoe  and  macadamize  Townsend 
st- eet  as  recently  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  from  Washington  street  to  Walnut 
avenue.    Estimated  cost,. $5000. 

Read  twice  and  passeo. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  gravel  Boston  sti  eet,  accord- 
ing to  the  established  grade  and  as  laid  out  and 
widened  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
from  EUerv  street  to  Willow  court.  Estimated 
cost,  $22,000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  of  hearing  otfMon- 
day,  Sept.  6,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of 
gramirg  petition  of  Cambridge  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  lav  an  additional  track  in 
Leverett  street,  from  Cragie's  Bridge  to  Brighton 
street. 

Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
di.ectedto  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  the  westerly  side  of  Cabat 
street,  between  Tremont  and  Cunard  streets,  and 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of 
fuinishuiK  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

R-ad  twice  and  passe". 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
Joan  M.  Way  to  remove  within  ten  days  the  fence 
erected  by  him  in  tbe  old  road,  so  called,  between 
Columbia  and  Elmo  streets ;  aud  in  default  of  said 
removal  by  said  John  M.  Way,  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Strevts  is  ncreby  directed  to  remove  said 
fence  at  the  expense  of  said  Way. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  street  leading  from  Bartlett 
street  to  Norfolk  street  heretotore  kcocn  as 
Blancharf  place,  be  hereafter  called  and  known 
as  "Blancbard  street,"  aid  that  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Sirtets  be  directed  to  place  street  signs 
upon  and  number  said  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  an,!  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  in  front  of 
estate  of  George  Hargiave  &  Sons,  on  f-asterly 
side  of  Putnam   street,  between   Princeton   ana 


Lexington  streets;  of  Kate  T.  Wendoil,  ol  Green- 
oukIi  avenue,  Ward  17.  Orders  read  trice  and 
passed, 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  aud  pave 
the  fidewalks  wnh  brick  in  front  of  esta>es  of 
Peter Dalev,  173  Sixth  street;  of  Albert  C.Page, 
560  East  Fifth  stieet;  of  Owen  Roddy,  163  Sixth 
sircet.    Orders  severally  read  twice  arid  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  lor  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  pave  the  tidewalb<  with  brick  in 
front  of  estates  of  Cephas  Biigham.  7,  9  and  13 
West  Cottage  street;  and  of  John  Dunnigan,10 
Decatur  street,  Charlestown.  Orders  severally 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  in 
the  execution  of  the  order  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  June  8,  for  the  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue,  be  directed  to  pave  the  space  between  the 
railroad  tracks  and  the  edgestones  on  said  avenue 
with  small  granite  blocks;  the  expense  thereof  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  said  avenue. 
Read  twice  aid  parsed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  and  hereby  is  given 
to  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  clo^e  Fifth  street,  South  Boston,  and  Nor- 
folk ftreet.  Dorchester,  where  crossed  by  said 
railroad,  against  public  travel,  while  the  bridges 
over  said  road  are  in  process  of  repair. 
Read  twi  e  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  ,  av  Margaret  Den vir  $250, 
for  grade  damages  on  Market  street,  Brighton,  on 
the  usual  conditions,  aud  also  unon  her  releasing 
the  ci'  y  from  ai.y  and  all  liability  to  builo.  or 
maintain  a  retaining  wall  to  hola  up  said  Market 
street  in  front  of  her  estate.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company!  that  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  the  public  safety  and  con- 
venience require  that  Court  street  should  be 
paved  with  wood  between  Washington  street  and 
the  we:  teily  side  of  Court  square,  and  that  said 
company  be  and  tbey  are  heieby  directed  to  pave 
on  said  street  the  space  occupied  by  their  tracks 
with  burnettized  spruce  blocks ;  said  work  to  be 
done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sup«rinteodent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  macadamize  Warren  place, 
as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the  gut- 
ters and  siaewalks  on  said  place,  aud  to  report  to 
this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  said  edge- 
stones ana  sidewalks. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $172.87,  assessed  to.Ma- 
ria  L.  Margroz  for  sidewalk  on  Lewis  park,  High- 
land avenue,  oe  abated,  aud  the  same  assessed  on 
Benjamin  F.  Beao. 

Ordered,  Toat  tbe  sum  of  $46.86.  assessed  to 
William  S.  Pattee  for  sidewalk  on  Trenton  street, 
be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  on  Charles  W. 
Odiorue. 

OrderedjThatthesum  of  $51.08,  assessed  to  John 
C.  Dolan,for  sidewalk  on  Beoniogton  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  onWUliam  Bassett. 
Ordeied,  That  the  assessment  for  edgestones  to 
Jos-pir  Ryan  on  Orchard  park,  amounting  to 
$33.62,  be  abated,  and  the  same  assessed  on  the 
PubLc  Building  Departmeotof  tne  citv  of  Boston. 
Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessmentof  Eman- 
uel Downing  on  Princeton  street,  amounting  to 
$68.30, be  ibated  and  that  $59  be  assessed  on  John 
J.  Downing  for  sidewalk  at  same  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessmentof  Ed- 
ward S.  McGregor,  on  Gola  street,  of  the  amount 
of  $3,  be  abated  ana  toe  same  assessed  on  Charles 
H.  Parker,  trustee. 

Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $19.47" 
on  Ann  M.  Boyle,  No.  372  Athens  street,  be  abated, 
and  the  same  assessed  oo  John  F.  Kenniff. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $56.34 
on  John  C.  Delano,  on  Bennington  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  to  WiUiam  Bassett. 
Ordeied,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $47.67 
on  William  a.  Kenrick,  on  Benoington  street,  be 
abated,  aud  the  same  assessed  on  Robert  Garner. 
Ordeied,  That  the  edgestone  assessment  of 
$293.41  oo  Elizabeth  A.  Brown,  on  Foster  street,  be 
abated,  aod  the  same  assessed  on  Rebecca  Brown's 
ht-irs. 

Ordered,   That    the    edgestone   assessment   of 

$48.68  to  Peabody  Simmonds,  on  Parker  street,  be 

abated,  and  tbe  same  assessed  to  Sarah,  wife  of 

Charles  Ward. 

Ordered,  That  the  edgestone  assessment  of  $7.56 
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to  Baxter  E.  Perry,  on  Parker  street,  be  abated, 
and  the  same  assessed  to  Lot  W.  Burgess. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  sum  of  $7.56  be  abated  from 
tbe  amount  of  $52.92  assessed  to  William  S.Pattee 
fot  edgestones  on  Parker  street,  and  the  said  $7.57 
toe  assessed  on  T.  W.  Pitcber. 

Oidered,  That  tbe  sidewalk  assessment  of  $15.72 
to  P.  H.  McGlynn,  on  Millmont  stieet,  be  abated, 
and  the  same  assesseD  on  Catherine  P.  MeGlynn. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $17.35,  assessed  on  Job n 
McMabantor  sidewalk,  No.  16  Silver  street,  be 
abated,  and  the  same  assessed  on  Mary  G.  Os- 
toorn's  beirs. 

Order°d,  That  the  sum  of  $6.18  be  abated  from 
the  sidewalk  assessment  of  George  Smith,  on 
Princeton  street,  for  error  in  measurement. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying;  sidewalks,  etc., 
on  Bromley  park,  L  street,  Albert  street,  Old 
Heath  street  aod  Bromley  street,  with  orders  for 
the  assessment,  aod  collection  of.  same.  Orders 
severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

BRIDGES  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Power,  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Bridges,  submitted  the  following : 

Orde'  e<i,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  tbe  roadway  of  Bioadway 
Bridge  and  repave  a  poition  of  the  same,  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $5500;  to  be  chargea  to  the 
appropriation  for  letouilding  the  draw  of  said 
bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,yrhat  Maiden'  Bridge  be  closed  against 
the  passage  of  horses  and  vehicles  on  and  after 
thf  23d  inst.,  until  tbe  repairs  on  said  bridge  are 
completed. 

Read  twice  and  passel. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  locate  ai;duse  steam  engines  to  Gilrnan 
&  Cheney,  47-61  Medford  street,  Cbarlcstown,  and 
Robert  Bishop,  134  ludor  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  tollowing  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  tor  the  construction  of  sewers  in  Porter 
and  Jess  streets,  "West  Roxoury ;  in  Athens  street, 
between  B  street  and  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad ;  in  Si'ver  street,  between  E  and  F 
streets.    Seveially  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  31,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  ex- 
pediency of  constructing  sewers  in  Woodville 
square,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue;  in  Harrison  av- 
enue, betweeu  Harvard  and  Kneeland  streets. 
Orders   severally   read  twice  aod  passed. 

STREETS  AND    LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
ths  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  this 
Board  be  authorized  to  contract  for  rebuilding  the 
wall  on  Tremont  street  and  Gore  avenue,  upon 
the  Comins  Schoolhouse  estate,  said  rebuilding 
being  necessary  by  the  widening  of  Tremont 
street  and  the  laying  out  of  Gore  avenue ;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lay- 
ing Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  the  heirs  of  William  Burrage 
$2099.50  and  Josiah  M.  and  Frederick  Jones  $2527, 
for  land  taken,  etc.,  in  widening  Pearl  street, 
upon  their  paying  all  betterments  assessed  ro  the 
estate  on  Pear)  street  ftom  which  this  land  is 
taken  for  previous  street  improvements  in  the 
Burnt  District.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Alexander  Strong  $2092,  for  land 
taken,  etc.,  in  widening  Pearl,  street,  upon  his 
paying  $440,  betterments  assessed  upon  his  estate 
in  Pea)  1  street.    Read  t*7ice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Emma  Caswell  $11,932,  for  laud 
taken,  etc.,  in  widening  Pearl  street,  upon  her 
paving  to  the  city  the  sum  ot  $8950,  now  due  for 
bettermenis  upon  her  estate  and  upon  tht.  estate 
ot  heiis  ot  Freeman  Allen,  abuttiug  upon  Pearl 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordei  to  pay  Edward  Brooks  $13,262.50,  for  land 
takeD,etc.,inwidenir.g  Pearl  street,  upon  his  pay- 
ing such  betterments  as  were  assessed  upon  his 
Pearl-street  estate  fortue  widening  of  Pearl  and 
Congress  streets,  February  lStb  and  25th,  1875. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordei  to  pay  proprietors  of  T  wtiarf  $10,213,  for 
land  taken  iD  name  of  unknown  owners  aud  dam- 


ages occasioned  toy  laying  out  Atlantic  avetueir. 
1868,  whenever  the  sail  proprietors  adjust  and  set- 
tle, undT  the  order  of  this  Board  of  April  13, 1875, 
all  the  claims  giowing  out  of  the  said  laying  out 
of  Atlantic  avenue  upon  their  estate.  Read  tsvice 
and  passed. 

Ordered  that  th<?  betterment  of  $135,  assessed  to 
the  estate  of  Tbotras  M.  Bud  on  Stoughton  street, 
by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Comihis.-ioners, 
passed  March  19,  1875,  for  benefit  to  said  estate 
from  the  widening  of  said  street  by  an  order  of 
said  commissioners  of  September  1st,  1871.  be  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  for  cause,  abated  in  full. 

Orners  to  pav  Louisa  A  Grossman  $1000;  Joseph 
Dix.  $300;  heirs  of  Joseph  Turtle,  $2353.50;  beirs 
of  Lewis  Leeds,  Petley  Leeds  executrix,  $1000; 
severally  for  laod  taken  in  laying  out  Savin  Hill 
avenue.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  nay  Samuel  Jordan  $3176.57,  for  land 
tak»n,  etc.,  iD  widening  and  extension  of  Swett 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  ro  pay  Catherine  A.  Mitchell  $86.50,  for 
land  taken,  etc.,  in  widening  of  Charles  street, 
Ward  16.    Read  twice  and  oassed. 

Orders  to  pay  Joseph  Ham  $69.50,  and  John 
Good  $511,  for  land  taken,  etc.,  in  widening  of 
Shawmut  avenue.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ordeied,  That  there  be  paid  to  Joseph  Frye, 
upon  his  giving  proper  authority  fiom  the  persons 
hereafter  named,  the  sum  of  $9400  for  land  taken 
and  all  damages  occasioned  by  widening  and  le- 
locating  Boston  street,  b"y  a  resolve  and  order  of 
tbe  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  passed  Aug. 
6, 1875,  upon  the  beiis  of  William  Wales,  Joseph 
S.  Hyde,  Matthias  Rich.  Solomon  Sanborn,  Abby 
E.  Howe,  Lucy  E.  Pratt,  Frederick  and  Lemuel 
Clapp  and  Alouzo  Warren,  severally  giviDg  to  the 
city  a  deeo  or  release  for  the  same,  if  such  deed 
or  release  has  not  already  been  given,  satisfactory 
to  the  City  Solicitor,  ana  an  acquittance  and  dis- 
cbarge for  all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  in 
consequence  of  said  taking;  and  upon  Josephs. 
Hyde  conveying  to  the  city  of  Boston  a  piece  of 
land  to  extend  Po«  er  street  to  Boston  street,  an- 
other piece  of  Ian, i  to  extend  Jackson  street'  to 
Boston  street,  and  upon  Salomon  Sauborn  and 
Abby  F.  Howe  each  conveying  to  the  city  a  piece 
of  land  to  extend  Washington  ctre?t  to  'Boston 
street,  approved  by  the  City  Solicitoi ;  and  that 
the  same  be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation  for  Lay- 
iug  Out  and  Widening  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Ald6rman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed  — 
James  J.  Leary,  3  Alger  street;  Charles  McCon- 
nell,  267-271  Caiiseway'street. 

Bowling  Alley  License  Renewed — Henry  J*  Le- 
fevre,  corner  of  Parker  and  Tremont  s^eet*. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Albert  Watson.  7S$  790 
Washington  street;  Nathan  M.  Hatch,  1721  Wash- 
ington street. 

Billiard  License  Granted— J.  J.  Murphy,  115 
Coui  t  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— J.  N.  Ayer.  231  State 
street;  J.  A.  Kingman,  96  Tremont  street;  David 
Abrahams,  352  Commercial  street;  Kinsley  Ex- 
piess  Company,  35  Court  square. 

Severally  accepted. 

INSPECTORS  OF  PRISONS    AND  HOUSES  OF   DETEN- 
TION. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  No.  95): 

The  special  committee  of  tbe  Board  of  Alder- 
men who  were  appointed  to  inspect  the  piisons 
and  houses  of  detention  within  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, •'ad  make  the  examinations  and  reports  re- 
quired by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,  beg 
leave  to  submit  their  fijst  semi-aunual  repoit  for 
tne  municipal  year  1S75.  Your  committee  visited 
tbe  House  of  Correction  and  the  Lunatic  Hospital 
at  South  Boston,  on  the  14t':  ot  July:  the  Houses 
of  Iniustn  and  R- formation,  at  Deei  Island,  on 
the  19th  of' July ;  and  the  Suffolk  Counts  Jail,  on 
Charles  street,  on  the  20th  of  July.  Copies  of  the 
reports,  showing  the  condition  of  the  several  in- 
stitutions, and  covering  the  facts  requireo  lu  the 
statutes,  ate  appended  hereto.  All  the  buildings 
conuected  with  the  institutions  were  found  to  be 
clean  and  well  ventilated:  the  inmates  appeared 
to  be  under  a  good  state  of  discipline,  aud  no  com- 
plaints of  ill  treatment  or  of  in-utricien^y  ol  food 
weiemade.  Under  recent  instructions  from  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  lustitutious.  corpo- 
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ral  punishment  is  the  only  kind  of  punishment 
which  the  officers  at  thb  House  ol  Reformation 
are  allowed  to  inflict  on  the  boys  in  that  institu- 
tion. Your  committee  ate  of  the  opinion  that  the 
Superintendent  should  be  allowed  some  discretion 
in  the  matter,  as  in  the  case  of  the  older  boys, 
such  punishment  might  have  an  evil  effect,  where 
solitaryconfioeinentwouldexe.it  a  beneficial  in- 
fluence. In  the  second  semi-annual  report  for 
1874,  the  inspectors  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  classification  of  the  boys  in  tbe  House 
of  Reformation— that  the  oldest  and  most  har- 
dened are  allowed  to  associate  with  the  youngest 
aod  most  innocent.  Your  committee  would  heart- 
ily indorse  tne  recommendation  then  made,  that 
measures  should  be  taken  to  classify  and  separate 
these  boys,  either  according  to  their  ages  or  their 
mental  and  moral  conditions.  The  most  eerious 
difficulty  affectiog  ihe  managementpnd  discipliue 
of  our  institutions  is  the  indiscriminate  exercise 
of  the  pardoning  power.  The  evil  results  which 
have  followed  the  c> resent  practice  in  this  and 
other  States  have  been  so  ably  presenter!  by  well- 
it)  formed  writeis  on  the  subject  of  prison  disci- 
pline, that  your  committee  can  ha  dly  add  any- 
thing to  what  has  alieady  been  said,  but  they  feel 
constrained  to  place  upon  record  their  conviction  as 
to  thenecessity  of  refotmin  thismatier.  It  is  pro- 
vided by  section  47,  chapter  118,  of  the  General 
Statutes,  that  -'the  keeper  of  every  jail  and  the 
master  of  eveiy  House  of  correction  shall  keep  a 
record  of  the  conduct  of  each  convict  wnose  tcim  of 
imprisonment  is  not  less  than  four  months;  and 
for  every  month  that  a  convict  appears  by  such 
record  to  have  faithfully  observed  all  toe  rules 
and  lequiretneots  of  the  prison,  and  not  to  have 
been  subjected  to  punishment,  the  e  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  whole  term  of  Ms  seotence, 
whether  in  one  or  more  cases,  as  follows:  From  a 
term  of  (ess  ihan  tbies  years,  one  day;  fr..m  a 
farm  of  three  and  less  than  seven  years,  two  days ; 
from  a  term  of  seven  and  less  than  ten  years, 
four  days;  and  from  a  term  of  tan  years  or  more, 
live  days."  Under  these  provisions  it  is  within 
the  powec  of  the  prisoner,  by  good  conduct,  to 
materially  shorten  the  tt>rtn  of  imprisonment  as 
fixed  by  the  court;  and  there  is  no  need  foi  the 
exercise  of  the  pardoning  power,  except  in  cases 
of  doubt  as  to  justice  of  the  reutence. 

Under  the  authority  granted  by  the  statutes, 
youi  committee  purpose  making  au  examination 
in  regard  to  the  employment  of  prisoners  in  the 
several  institutions,  so  far  as  it  affects  their  moral 
and  physical  well-being,  and  also  an  examination 
into  the  method  of  keeping  the  accounts,  and  will 
report  thereon  to  the  Board  at  a  later  date,  with 
such  recommendations  as  they  may  find  to  be 
necessary  or  expedient. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ABVAH   A.  BtJRRAGE. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 
William  Pofe. 
Committee  of  Inspectors. 

Following  are  the  statistics  of  each  department 
appended  t>  the  repoit: 

House  of  Indu=trv— There  were  lemaining  Dec. 
28,  1874,  male*  C03, 'females  322— total,  925;  num- 
ber committed  from  Dec.  29, 1874,  to  July  19,  1875, 
inclusive,  3797;  number  discharged  from  Dec.  29, 
1874.  to  July  19, 1875,  inclusive,  3912;  number  re- 
maining July  19, 1875— males,  472;  females,  338;  to- 
tal, 810.  How  Discharged  —  By  expiiatioa  of  sen- 
terce,2922;  by  payment  of  fines  and  cost?,  C35; 
pardoned  by  directors,  344;  died,  9;  escaped,  2— 
3912. 

House  of  Reformation — Number  remaining  Dec. 
28,  1874— B.jys,  282;  girls,  20;  total,  302;  number 
committed  from  Dec.  29, 1874,  to  July  19, 1875,  in- 
clusive, 88;  number  di'cnarged  from  Dec.  29, 1874, 
to  July  19, 1875,  inclusive,  109;  number  remaining 
July  19,  1875— boys,  264;  girls,  17;  total,  281.  How 
Discharged— Pardoned  by  directors,  61;  by  ex- 
piration of  sentence,  48;  total  dischaiged,  109. 

Lunatic  Hospital— Number  of  patients  in  the 
hospital,  at  the  time  of  the  inspection,  December 
23,  1874— males,104;  females,  99;  total,  203.  Admit- 
ted since— males,  13;  females,  14;  total,  27;  under 
care  duiiug  the  term,  230.  Dischaiged  since— re- 
covered, 9;  much  improved,  2;  iuipioved,l;  not 
improved,  7;  died,  10;  total,  29.  Remaining  at 
date— males,  101;  females,  100 j  total,  201.  Causes 
of  death— Exhaustion  of  insanity  and  old  age, epil- 
epsy aod  orgauic  disease  of  brain,  2  each ;  general 
paralysis,  apoplexy,  disease  of  heart  and  con- 
sumption, each  1. 

House  of  Correction.  At  the  previous  inspec- 
tion, Dec.  23, 1874,  theie  were  in  the  institution— 
Males,  506;  females,  64;  total.   570,     Commit! ed 


siDce— Males,  383;  females,  61;  total,  444.  Dis- 
charged—Males, 407;  females,  61;  total,  468.  Re- 
maining—Males,  482;  females,  64;  total,  546.  Dis- 
charged at  the  expiration  of  sentence,  390;  par- 
doned by  the  Governor,  15;  e-caped,6;  paid  fine 
and  costs  and  were  discharged.  17;  died,  15;  sent 
to  Tauutou  Lunatic  Hospital  for  care  and  treat- 
ment, 5;  discharged  by  order  of  the  Municipal 
Court  after  serving  90  days,  20:  total,  468.  The 
report  was  accepted. 

Suffolk  County  Jail.  The  total  nnmher  of  pris- 
oners in  jail  in  tne  county  of  Suffolk  this  day, 
July  20, 1875,  is  180.  The  number  committed  from 
Dec.  23,  1874,  to  July  20, 1875, 1655.  Since  the  I  ast 
inspection  in  December,  1874,  no  death  has  oc- 
curred at  the  jail,  and  no  sickne-s  except  of  the 
usual  and  ordinary  kind  attendant  upon  immor- 
ality and  dissipation  found  upon  many  oiisoners 
when  committed,  and  from  which  tuev  soon  re- 
cover under  the  attentive  treatment  of  lhe  jail 
physician,  and  their  regular  and  orderly  habits  m 
jail.  One  prisoner,  sentenced  to  labor  at  the  jail, 
escaped  from  ths  jail  yard  on  the  morning  of 
Msirch  14, 1875,  but  was  recaptured  fnd  returned 
to  the  jail  on  March  16, 1875. 

THE  VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescot^t,  from  the  Committee  on 
Markets,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tne  CoiLmittee  on  Markets  be 
authorized  to  ascigo  -rands  to  the  several  appli- 
cants therefor  upon  the  grounds  leased  to  th8  city 
by  the  Mercantile  Wharf  Corpoiarion,  and  to  es- 
tablish the  rates  of  compensation  to  be  paid  by 
the  occupants  of  stands;  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  is  hereby  authorized  and 
diiectec  io  collect  rhe  sums  designated  by  the 
said  committee  aad  pay  .he  same  into  the  city 
treasury. 

Alderman  Stebbins — 1  would  metely  suggest 
that  the  order  is  in  conflict  with  the  recent  ordi- 
nance establishing  the  office  of  Collector  of  Taxes, 
to  whom  all  moneys  are  to  be  paid  instead  of  tothe 
City  Treasuier.  Would  it  jot  be  more  proper  to 
lead  "pay  the  same  to  the  City  C'olle  'tor  ? 

Alderman  Prescot  — I  think  the  Older  is  correct 
as  it  is.  The  money  is  to  be  paid  into  the  city 
treasury,  aDd  it  wifl  ot  course  be  paid  through  the 
proper  officer. 

Alderman  Stebbins -I  would  like  to  inquire  the 
opinion  of  'he  Committee  on  the  Treasury  whether 
it  is  propel  for  officers  other  than  the  Collector  to 
receive  payment  of  bills  in  favor  of  the  city.  I 
supposed  that  it  was  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Col- 
lector ot  Taxes  to  receive  all  moneys  due  the  city. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  think  that  idea  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  ordinance,  which  says  the  Col- 
lector shall  collect  all  moneys  that  come  into  the 
City  treasury. 

Alderman  Burrage — As  I  understand  it,  the 
office  of  Collector  is  one  biancb  of  the  Treasury 
Department.  The  Collector  collects  tbe  money 
aud  turns  it  over  to  the  Treasurer  aoa  the  Treas- 
urer pays  it  out.  Under  this  order  I  think  it  will 
be  pai  i  to  the  Collector. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Tnis orde  provides  that  the 
Superintenaent  of  Markets  shad  collect  the  bills. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  dia  not  noiice  that.  It 
would  be  it  regular,  I  think. 

On  motion  of  A'derman  Prescott  the  order  was 
laid  on  'he  table. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following 
from  the  same  committee: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Silas 
H.  Mun-on,  or  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company, 
to  lay  down  railroad  tiacks  for  temporary  use  on 
tne  lot  of  land  bounded  by  Atlantic  avenue,  Mer- 
cantile street,  Clinton  street  extended  and  Rich- 
mond street  extended,  leased  to  tbe  citv  for 
market  purposes  by  the  Mercaotile  Wharf  Cor- 
poration, and  to  connect  said  tracks  by  a  proper 
carve  with  the  tracks  of  the  Marginal  Freight 
Railway  Company  on  Atlantic  avenue — the  form 
of  saio  rails,  the  exact  location  and  manner  of 
laying  the  same,  to  be  defined  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets ;  provided,  that  said  tracks  shall  be 
used  only  for  the  purpo.se  of  tivusporting  gravel 
tor  filling  tbe  said  lot  of  land  or  the  streets  ad- 
joining the  same,  and  shall  be  removed  as  soon  as 
thev  cea  e  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SOCIAL  LAW  LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted,  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Buildings  on  petition  of  the 
Social  Law  Library,  ltcooumenling  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
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ings  be  authorized  Cj  provide  additional  shelving:, 
togett  er  with  the  requisite  gas  fixtures,  for  the 
room  in  the  court  house  occupied  as  a  library 
room  by  the  Social  Law  Library,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $500;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Couuty  of  Suffolk. 
Read  twice  ana  passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committre  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  lecommending  the  granting  on . the 
usual  conditions  of  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
staDles  as  follows :  J.  Ellery  Piper,  476  and  478 
Atlantic  avenue:  T.  D.  Mitchell,  Basto  place,  cor- 
ner Salem  street,  Wara  17;  J.  F.  Deacy,  Neponset 
avenu?,  Ward  16. 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  witbdiaw  on 
the  following  petition  for  leave  to  occupy  stable: 
Patrick  Dolan,  Centre  place.  Waid  17. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  Aster 
Ratshesky,  to  construct  cellar  below  grade  at 
North  Centre  street;  and  recommending  leave  co 
withdraw  on  petition  of  Henry  R.  Plimpton,  for 
ieave  to  construct  cellar  below  giaae  at  corner  of 
Washington  and  Waterford  streets. 

Severally  accepted. 

TRUSTEES   OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  followiog: 
Ordered,  That  i  be  Committee  on  Public  Library 
inquire  it  any  vacancy  exists  in  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  occasioned  by  the 
removal  of  a  member  ro  another  State,  and  if  so, 
to  report  the  Dime  of  a  suitable  candidate  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

PETROLEUM    ORDINANCE. 

Aldeiman  Quiucy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  trie  Committee  on  Ordinances  in- 
quire   and  report    whether   any  alterations   are 
desirable  in  the  ordiotnce   relating  to  the  storage 
and  sale  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  in  this  citv. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

PETROLEUM  LICENSES. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  in  favor  of  granting  license  to  store  petro- 
leum by  D.  J.  Goss  &  Co.,  at  31  India  street,  and 
Capeo  Sprague  &  Co.,  at  6-8  Custom  House  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

ENGINE  HOUSE  IN  'WARD  15. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  reconsider  the  vota 
by  which  an  order  was  passed   on  the   3d  inst.  to 


purchase  of  Sheoatd  &  Chester  3800  reet  of  land 
on  Washiegton  stieet  (Ward  15),  n^ar  Beethoven 
street,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding-  eighty  cents  per 
foot,  and  to  erect  the.eoD  an  engine  house,  at  an 
estimated  cost  for  land  and  Building  cf  §8000. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  lay  the  morion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Wonhington — I  hope  we  shall  b;ar 
some  reason  for  that.  It  is  veiy  oesuabie  to  have 
ao  engine  house  in  tt-at  section  of  the  city,  where 
a  large  number  of  uooden  houses  are  located,  and 
for  which,  to  the  opinion  of  the  Fire  Department, 
there  is  not  sufficient  protection.  Tjnlpss  there 
aie  good  and  substaotial  reasons  for  laying  the 
order  on  the  table,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  done,  and 
that  the  engine  hou.-e  may  be  speedily  erected. 

The  Chairman — The  motion  is  not  debatable. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  withdraw  the  motioo.  X 
made  'he  motion  to  reconsider  on  account  of  hav- 
ing heard  that  the  puce  to  be  paid  for 
the  land  was  more  than  the  property  is 
worth.  The  chairman  of  the  -  sub-commit- 
tee on  the  purcoase  of  the  site  [Alder- 
man Pope]  is  absent  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
converse  with  him  on  the  subject  since  our  last 
meetirg.  In  order  that  I  might  have  that  oppor- 
tunity aud  that  the  committee  might  have  further 
opoortunity  to  look  into  the  matter,  I  gave  notice 
of  a  motiou  to  reconsider.  It  can  cause  no  delay, 
as  the  order  requires  concurrent  action,  and  the 
Common  Council  will  not  come  together  until  af- 
ter this  Board  have  had  an  opportunity  to  pass 
definitely  upon  the  matter,  lam  in  favoi  of  the 
locatiou  of  an  engine  house  there  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ;  but  as  the  question  of  price  has  been  raised 
I  desire  time  to  consider  the  matter  and  consult 
with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  16,'who  is  absent. 
I  therefore  renew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  tab.e. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

THE   VACATION. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourp  it  be  to  Tuesday,  Aug.  31,  at  4  P.  M. 

Alderman  Burrage  suggested  3  P.  M.,  which 
Alderman  Power  thought  would  be  an  inconven- 
ience to  sooie  members. 

Alderman  Prescott  suggested  that  the  object  of 
adjourning  to  Tuesday  was  to  allow  members 
at  a  distance  from  the  cityto  remain  over  Sunday, 
wtiich  they  could  not  do  and  reach  here  in  time 
on  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Aldermati  Harris  the  question  on 
the  day  and  hour  was  taken  separately,  and  the 
Board  voted  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  Aug.  31,  at 
3  o'clock  P.  M.— 8  for,  3  against. 

On  motion  of  Aldermaii  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    24,    1875. 


Special  meeting  at  half-past  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
called  toy  the  Mayor.  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman, 
presided. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— T.  F.  B.  Coot,  Bird 
street  and  its  vicinity. 

Weighers  of  Coal— John  E.  Cousens,  George  P. 
Dodge. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  ot  Bundle  Hay — Joha 
E.  Cousens,  Henry  Bailey. 

Puolic  "Weighers— James  A..  Brown,  John  P. 
Foster,  John  Fenderson,  J.  R.  Hartwell,  William 
Peters. 

Measurer  of  Wood  and  Bark — John  E.  Cousens. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  C.  Crowley,  for  the  assessment  of 
damages  by  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Rail- 
road Company. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  A.  W.  Pernn,  for  leive  to  lemove 
two  trees  from  Slue  Hill  avenue,  i>ear  Quincy 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  James  Tyrrel!  et 
al.,  that  Bolton  street,  "between  B  and  C  streets, 
be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Bernard  Norto a, 
to  be  paid  for  damages  on  account  of  land  taken 
for  sewer  at  corner  of  Quincy  and  Cherry  streets. 

To  -the  Committee  on  Paving.  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Comnany,  for  lec,ve  to  construct  turnout 


tracks  on  Tie  in  ont  streer,  from  near  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad  crossing  150  feet  towards  Brook- 
line;  also  a  turnout  on  Hancocs  street,  Ward  16, 
to  extend  200  feet  from  near  the  old  poorhouse. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  iu  front  of  estates 
of  William  Blanch ard,  70  Lambert  avenue;  W. 
Cobb,  543  Dudley  street;  John  J.  Merrill,  Warren 
street,  opposite  Edgewood. 

George  Merritt  et  al.,  that  Reed's  court  be 
graded  and  put  in  order. 

Henry  Smith  et  al.,  that  Washington  street, 
Ward  16,  be  improved  and  put  in  order  for  public 
travel. 

Devine  &  Fagan,  for  edgestones  and  biiek  side- 
walk on  Hammond  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of — 
Judith  Bussey,  Adams  street,  near  Dorchester 
avenue;  William  Goldsmith,  on  easterly  side  of 
Gore  avenue. 

William  M.  Flanders  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk 
on  the  soutn  side  of  Essex  street  be  widened. 

MALDEN  BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Power  from  the  Committee  on  Biidges 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Charles  River  Bridge  be  closed 
to  all  public  travel  on  Thursday,  Aug.  26,  and  re- 
main closed  until  ceitain  repairs  are  completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  propel  security  of  the  public  to 
close  Maloen  Bridge  against  foot  travel  as  well  as 
the  passage  of  hordes  and  vehicles  during  the  re- 
construction of  said  bridge,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  Maiden  Bridge  be  closed  on  and 
after  this  date  against  public  tiavel  of  every  na- 
ture until  the  )  econstruction  of  said  bridge  is 
completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power  the  Board  ad- 
journed and  stood  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next  at 
three  o'clock  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

AUGUST    31,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIEMED. 

Police  Officer— Nathan  J.  T.  Gould. 
Special  Police  Officer— Sylvester  Stone,  for  duty 
at  the  new  model  building,  46-52  Hudson  street. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Northampton-street 
District.  Amos  Seve»,  that  taxes  on  Nos.  3,  4  and 
5  Spear  place  for  tne  years  1871-72-73  be  abated. 

Caroline  Price,  to  be  paid  for  mortgage  and  in- 
terest on  a  SufEolk-street-district  estate. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  William  W.  Bennett,  for 
leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  ou  Decatur 
street. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  their  wharf  at 
East  Boston. 

Cummings&  Sears,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
buildiDg  on  posts  on  Curtis  street,  Ward  17. 

To   the  Joint   Committee   on    Claims.     James 

*  ^n-' t0  be  paid  for  personal  injunes  caused  by 
a  tall  in  HaDover  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Michael  H.  Glee- 
son  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  on  Pitth  street,  between  P 
and  Q  streets. 

Henry  C.Hunneman  etal.,  for  a  sewer  in  Wabon 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Dennis  M.  Cleary 
etal.,  for  lamps  on  Moulton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  W.  H.  Ring  et 
al.,  that  the  hack  license  granted  John  Quinn  may 
be  revoked. 

Cordelia  J.  Slade,  foi  leave  to  give  dramatic 
and  musical  entertainments  at  90  Court  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Remonstrance  of  Robert  B,  Brigham  et 
al.,  against  location  of  a  staple  in  rear  of  Hersey 
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r  C^t^s  E-  Morrison,  for  leave  to  erect  a  stable 
tor  150 horses  on  Mercantile- wharf  property,  north 
side  of  Richmond  street,  between  Commeicial 
street  and  Atlantic  avenue. 

Murcb  Judd,  foi  leave  to  occupy  a  wood  aud 
brick  stable  for  thirty  additional  horses,  on  Mer- 
nmac  streel ,  Nos.  133  and  135. 

Charles  A.  Booth,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  tor  one  horse  oa  Grant  street,  No. 
11,  Ward  16. 

Robert  Steveos,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  thiee  horses  on  Blossom  street, 
No.  14. 

4.J2?nir"  May'  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Bos! on  street. 
.  ,-,D-„Dovvs  &  Co->  foe  leave  to  ocupy  an  iron 
stable  tor  four  horses  ou  Higrb  street,  next  to  the 
corner  of  Oliver. 

Philip  Sowden,  Jr.,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  twelve  horses,  on  Jenkins 
street,  No.  14. 

Patrick  McDermott,  foi  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  fot  two  horses  on  Vernon  street 
and  Appian  Way. 

Carney  Hospital,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses,  on  Natiooal  street. 

James  Parker,  for  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
build  a  stable  oa  Hanison  avenue. 

John  V.  Apthoip  et  al.,  remonstrance  against 
the  erection  of  a  stable  at  14  Blossom  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Ezra  Farusworth 
et  al.,  that  the  paving'  of  Noith  street  be  contin- 
ued as  far  as  the  North  End  Missiou  House. 

Petitions  for  Edgestooes— By  William  Hannan, 
at  Bowdoin,  comer  of  Green  street,  Ward  16;  Ann 
Connelly,  on  Tremont  street,  near  Heath ;  Warreti 
Howlavd,  at  54  Putuam  street. 

Richard  W.  Baker,  for  leave  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  Providence  Railroad  at  Foiest  Hills 
to  Hvd*  Park  avenue,  Ward  17. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  that  Walk  Hill 
street  be  repaired. 

G.  W.  Hollis  et  al.,  that  Western  avenue,  Ward 
19,  be  repaited. 

Gardner,  Stone  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain  aud 
use  a  hoisting  apparatus  at  No.  4  Commerce 
street. 

Eustis  &  Dailiug,  for  leave  to  maintain  and 


use  a  hoisting  apparatus  at  No.  5  Commerce 
street. 

Crosby  &  Blaney,  for  leave  to  maintain;and  use 
a  hoisting  apparatus  at  6  Commerce  street. 

S.  G.  Bowdlear  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  maintain  and 
use  a  hoisting  apparatus  at  17  Commerce  street. 

Petitions  for  bnck  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Patrick  Meade,  8  Decatur  street,  Charlestown; 
Hannah  Stark,  415  and  421  Third  street;  Rebecca 
W.  Warren,  26  and  28  Renfrew  street;  G.G.  Shaw. 
768-776  Sixth  street ;  David  C.  Condon,  72-74  Bax- 
ter street ;  Catherine  Linnehan, 6  Decatur  street, 
Charlescown. 

Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital  et.  al,, 
that  the  north  side  of  East  Concord  street  be  put 
in  order. 

N.  S.  Wilbur,  that  gutters  be  paved  on  Albany 
street  and  Harmon  avenue,  near  Eustis  street, 
and  that  the  grade  of  Chadwick  street,  near 
Orchard  park,  be  raised. 

Joseph  R.  Winch  et  al.,  that  Fourth  street, 
between  E  and  F  streets,  be  macadamized  or  paved 
with  wood. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $3869.21,  for  expenses  at  the 
jail  during  Augnst.    Ordered  paid. 

THANKS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Typographical  Union,  No.  13, 1 
Boston,  Aug.  1,  1875.     f 

To  Mis  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
City  Government  of  Boston :  Gentlemen— I  bave 
the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  honorable  body 
the  thanks  of  this  society  for  the  many  courtesies 
extended  to  the  delegates  to  the  International 
Typographical  Convention  recently  held  in  this 
city,  more  especially  for  placing  at  our  disposal 
the  Council  Chamber,  in  which  to  bold  its  sessions. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Geo.  w.  H.  Fox, 

Rec.  aud  Cor.  Sec"y. 

Read  and  sent  down. 

reports  of  city  officers. 

The  Census.  Communication  from  Sampson, 
Davenport  &  Co.,  transmitting  tbe  ceDsus  aggre- 
gates for  1875.  Refened  to  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Census  and  Division  of  Wards. 

The  results  are  as  follows: 

Unoccupied  houses 1,931 

Occupied  houses 40.S17 

Families 70.475 

Males 162,262 

Females 179,657 

Total  population 34 1 ,919 

Ratable  polls 95,537 

Legal  voters 68,815 

Naturalized  voters 19.S34 

Aliens  (males  21  years  of  age  and  upward) 23,639 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  Communica- 
tion transmitting  uotice  of  removal  of  Daniel  Sar- 
gent Curtis,  a  member  of  the  b>iard,  to  Newport, 
R.  I.,  thereby  vacating  hi*  membership. 

Alnerman  Prescotc — I  suppose  that  this  action 
was  taken  m  cousequence  of  my  introducing  au 
order  at  the  last  meetiug  for  the  committee  to  in- 
quire and  repoit  whether  a  vacancy  existed  iti  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Libraty  on  ac- 
count of  removal  fiom  the  State.  I  see  that  it  is 
stated  that  Mi.  Curtis  took  up  his  re  idence  in 
Newport  in  the  tr.oi.th  of  July.  I  have  seen  i  let- 
ter to  the  Coairxau  of  the  Board  of  Assessor; 
dated  April  29,  stating  that  Mr.  Curtis  was  no 
louger  a  citizen  of  this  city  and  could  not  be  taxei. 
So  ue  was  not  a  resideut  of  Boston  ou  the  first  *  f 
May,  and  removed  from  this  city  in  April  iustead 
of  July. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Joiut  Committee 
on  PuoUc  Library. 

cochituate  water  board. 

Tbe  annual  report  of  the  Cochituate  Water 
Board,  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1875,  was  re- 
ceived. The  board  reports  the  woik:  in  excellent 
condition,  with  tbe  exception  of  the  comiuit, 
which,  however,  is  apparently  in  no  worse  condi- 
tion than  last  >  ear.  The  water  has  been  drawn 
off  twice  during  the  year,  and  such  examinations 
and  repairs  made  as  the  Ranted  time  would  allow. 
Owiug  to  the  delay  iu  tbe  City  Council  in  the  mat- 
let  of  taking  Sudbury  River  water,  nothing  has 
been  done  toward  obtaining  an  additional  supply 
of  water,  with  the  exception  of  tbe  construction 
of  the  rock  tunnel  through  the  Chestnut  Hill 
ridire.  Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order  authorizing  tbe  board  to  take  the  Sudbury 
River,  the  old  sluiceway  between  tbe  river  aud 
Farm  Pond,  aud  between  Farm  Fond  aud  Lake 
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Cochituate,  was  put  in  order,  and  the  water  fiom 
the  river  turned  into  the  lake,  ana  the  board  hope 
with -this  additional  supply  co  ksep  the  lake  at 
high-water  mark  throughout  the  year.  During 
the  months  of  June  and  July  of  the  present  year, 
a  fourth  pipe  (40  inches  in  ai«.meter)  will  be  laid 
across  Charles  River,  enabling  the  present  con- 
duit 10  delivei  into  the  reservoir  from  one  to  two 
uiillious  of  gabons  more  per  dieni  ihan  it  can  at 
the  present  time. 

This,  when  completed,  will  make  four  pipes 
across  the  river,  connecting  the  two  parts  or  the 
conduit,  viz.,  two  of  thirty  inches,  one  of  thirty-six 
inches  and  one  »t  forty  inches  ia  diameter.  It  is 
thought  that  with  the  addition  of  this  40  inch  pipe 
a  sui  plv  of  water  can  be  brought  to  Chestnut 
Hill  waieivolr  sufficient  to  supply  the  city  until 
the  new  works  are  completed. 

The  year  opened  witu  a  full  lake*  which  high 
point  was  inantaiueo  remarkably  well  dming 
the  spring  and  early  summer  months,  but  the  ex- 
treme drought  during  July,  August  and  Septem- 
ber made  it  appaient  that  the  supply  lor  the  city 
would  fail  unless  it  could  be  augmented  from 
soma  source. 

I  u  October  application  was  made  to  the  Mvstn 
Water  Boaru  for  ass  stance,  which  was  gra-  ted, 
and  that  water  was  turned  into  the  Cochiuiate 
pipes;  57,000,000  gallons  having  been  furnished, 
Mys ;ic  Lake  became  so  greatly  reduced  ihat  it 
was  feared  that  a  sufficiently  large  supply  of 
water  for  its  own  legitimate  purposes  would  not 
be  left,  should  the  drought  continue. 

During  the  wiuter  every  effort  was  made  to 
cbeck  the  waste  and  extravagant  use  of  water  by 
the  citizens  by  means  of  notices  issued  in  the 
public  papers,  and  by  causing  self-closing  fixture? 
to  be  put  on  in  all  pl?ces  where  the  wast3  was 
most  apparent.  During  the  month  of  October  it 
became  evident  that  pun. ping  al  the  lake  would 
have  to  be  resorted  to,  the  water  having  fallen 
below  the  top  of  tne  coiuluu. 

The  ptiinpt  and  engines  tnat  had  been  used  in 
1871-72,  having  been  carefully  housed,  were  or- 
dered to  be  uutin  teadinetts  for  use.  Tney  were 
set  upon  tn«  platforms  that  had  heeu  used  in 
1871-72,  and  pumping  was  begun  on  Dec.  4, 1874, 
the  water  at  that  time  being  at  the  height  ot  four 
feet  eight  inches  in  the  conduit,  from  which  point 
it  continued  to  fall  until  Jan.  30, 1875,  when  ;t  wls 
9V2  inches  below  the  oottoni  of  the  conduit— the 
lowest  level  of  the  lake  since  its  first  use  as  a 
source  of  supply  for  Boston. 

The  sluiceway  was  opened  and  the  water  from 
Sudbury  Rivei  turned  into  the  lake  Jan.  21. 1875, 
but  pumpiag  was  continued  uutil  Maroii  4. 1875. 

From  Jan.  21  until  May  1  over  1,300,000,000  gal- 
lons were  diverted  from"the  river   into   the  lake, 
equal  to  about  seventv-two  days'  supply  for  the 
city,  and  ouring  this  .i me  none  had  bteu  wasted 
by  running  over  the  dam. 
The  total  income  received  for  water  rates 
(including  the  amount  received  for  shut- 
ting off  and  letting  on  water  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rates),  tor  the  year  endingApril 
30, 1875,  as  per  report  of  the  Water  Regis- 
trar, is....;. $1,005,117.10 

Less  amount  paid  Mystic  Water  Board  as 
per  contract '.  —  71 ,497.51 

Balance $933,619.59 


Showing  an  increase  of  income  over  the 
previous  year  of $98,686.62 

The  total  amount  credited  to  Water  Works 
by  the  City  Treasurer  forthe  year  ending 

with  April  30, 1875,  is $1,013,483.27 

The  total  amount  charged  to  water   works  for 

the  year  ending  with  April  30,  1875,  is  as  follows, 

viz.: 

To  current  expenses $462,876.65 

To  interest  and  premium  on  wa- 
ter debt 540,858.77 

$1,003,735.42 


$9,747.85 


Excess  of  Income  over  expenditures.. . 

The  amount  expended  for  construction 
during  the  past  year  was $-''21,975.21 

Amount  expended  on  account  of  Parker    . 
HiUReservoir 106,106.23 

Amount  expended  on  account  of  addition- 
al supply 224,956.68 

Amount  expended  on  account  of  water 
pipes,  Wards  17  and  19 2,388.59 

$655,426.71 


Less  amount  of  income  over  expendi- 
tures  


9,747.85 


$645,678.86 


Add  enst  of  works  to  May  1,  1874,  as  per 
previous  report 10,141,060.33 

Net  cost  of  water  works  to  May  1, 1875.. .  $10,786,739.19 

Owing  to  tne  imperfect  system  of  keeping  the 
books,  the  expense  and  constivciion  ace  mntj 
tu>ve  not  been  properly  sepaiared,  much  that 
should  have  been  charged  to  construction  account 
having  been  charged  to  expense  account. 

This  system  has  been  changed,  and  in  future  the 
two  accounts  will  show  mora  correctly. 

From  this  stitement  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
works  have  earned  $9,747.85  during  the  past  year, 
after  paying  for  Mystic  water  for  the  city  proper 
$7652.19;  over  $10,000  for  pumping  water  *t  the 
lake,  and  fully  $20,000  for  thawing  out  service 
pipes  and  replacing  main  pipes  that  were  burst  by 
the  extreme  cold  of  ths  past  winter. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  amount  added  to  the 
cost  ot  the  works  (fully  one-third  being  for  addi- 
tional supply),  the  increased  receipts  compare 
very  favorably  with  tbe  increased  expeediture  for 
interest  and  piemium,  as,  leaving  out  of  account 
the  amount  expended  on  the  Chestnut.  Hill  Tunnel 
and  expenses  of  surveying,  the  two  accounts 
would  just  about  balance  each  other. 

In  the  Eastern  Division,  which  comprises  all 
that  part  ot  the  w.»-k  lving  east  of  tbe  Brookline 
Resetvoir,  twenty-three  miles  of  pipe  were  laid 
during  the  year,  aLO  358  otop-cocks  we>e  put  in. 
The  total  lengtn  of  pipe  laid  fmrn  the  beginning  of 
the  works  until  May  1, 1875,  was  285  miles,  4016  feet, 
the  total  number  of  stop-cocks  3l25,and  hydrautsup 
to  the  same  date,  3246.  The  number  of  service  pipes 
laid  during  the  vear  wg  31245,  making  a  total  to  May 
1, 1875,  of  40,088.  To?  wortcof  enlargingthe  distri- 
bution pipes  i In oughuut  the  "burnt  di.-trict"  and 
other  portions  of  the  ciry  has  been  nearly  com- 
pleted, so  th»t  very  little  pipe-laying  will  be  called 
for,  for  some  years,  io  the  old  p»rt  of  tne  city. 

Of  the  three"  low-service  reservoirs,  that  in  East 
Boston  is  the  only  one  wh'ch  will  be  needed  tor 
the  future.  In  respect  to  the  Beacon  Hill  Reser- 
ervoir,  it  is  the  recommendation  of  rne  board  that 
it  be  sold  s  early  as  practicable,  it  having  ceased 
to  b.j  useful  since  the  completion  of  the  bigb- 
service  reservoir  on  Parker  Hill.  This  last  reser- 
voir was  completed  and  tbe  water  let  into  it  Nov. 
2, 1874,  ana  is  intended  for  tne  high-service  only. 
Its  capacity  is  about  7,000,000  gallons,  and  its  ele- 
vation about  219  feet  above  tiae  marsh  level.  It 
has  been  in  constant  use  during  the  winter  and 
spring  and  proved  to  be  perfectly  tight.  The  total 
cost  of  the  reservoir,  including  gate-house  and 
fence,  but  exclusive  of  tbe  cost  of  the  land,  -vhich 
has  not  yet  been  settled,  is  $138,797.01.  The  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condi- 
tion. The  Board  urges  stringent  legislation  to 
preserve  the  purity  ot  the  wat^r. 

The  number  of  water-takers  for  the  year  1875  is 
44,676,  being  an  increase  of  2331  sine*  Jan.  1,  1874. 
The  number  of  cases  where  the  water  was 
turned  off  for  non-payment  of  dues  during  the  year 
ending  Jan.  1, 1875,  was  1112,  of  which  number  231 
still  remain  shut  off,  the  oaiaoce  having  bad  tbe 
water  turned  ou  upon  payment  of  dues.  The  total 
number  of  meters  now  in  use  is  1092.  The  daily 
average  consumption  of  water  from  Jan.  1,  1874, 
to  Jan.  1,  1875,  was  18,231,590  gallons,  against  17,- 
842,700  during  thi  previous  year.  Thus,  while  the 
number  of  consumeis  increased  during  ihe  past 
year 2331,  against  1567  forthe  previous  year,  the 
amount  consumed  has  increased  but  388,890  gal- 
lons per  day,  against  2,779,300  for  tbe  previous 
year,  showing  a  much  greater  percentage  of  in- 
crease of  consumers  than  of  the  an  ount  con- 
sumed, resulting  principally  trom  the  new  style  of 
fixtures  that  bave  been  placed  upon  hopper  clos- 
ets and  utinals  throughouf  the  city.  This  saving 
could  be  considerably  increased  by  placing  self- 
closing  faucets  upon  many  other  fixtures  used  in 
private  dwellings.  The  number  of  water  fixtures 
of  all  kinds  on  the  premises  of  water- takers,  Jan. 
1,  1875,  was  186,874.  showing  an  increase  of  16,593 
during  the  year.  The  report  speaks  in  favor  of  li- 
censing plumbers,  as  a  means  of  securing  sui^h 
water  fixtures  as  will  cause  the  least  waste. 

Sent  down. 

COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Chairman  submitted  tbe  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferrsd  the  order  of  the  City  Council  to  provide  an 
appropriation  for  the  Collector's  Department  for 
balance  of  this  financial  year,  would  report  in  the 
accompanying  order  an  appropriation  of  $33,887.78, 
being  the  amount  asked  for  by  the  Committee  on 
the   Treasury   Department   in  a  communication 
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matle  to  this  Committee,  to  which  lefer- 
ence  is  made  for  details.  We  would  also 
repoit,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  tbe  sal- 
ary orders  passed  by  tbe  City  Council,  certain 
transfers  of  aDpropriations  in  the  same  order,  in 
consequence  varying  tie  amount  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  appropriation  for  the  Treasurer's 
Department  from  tbat  mentioned  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasurer's  Department,  bv  increas- 
ing it  $1000. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  trausfer  from  the 
appropriation  for  Treasurer's  Department  $5741.35, 
and  from  the  Reserved  Fund  $28,146.43,  amounting 
to  $33,887.78,  to  constitute  an  appropriation  for  the 
Collector's  Department  for  the  balance  of  tbe 
present  financial  year;  also,  $1000  from  tbe  appro- 
priation for  the  Sinking  l<"und  Commissioners  to 
tbat  for  the  Auditor's  Department,  Auditor's  sal- 
ary; also,  $1000  fiom  the  appropriation  for  the 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  to  tbat  for  the 
Treasury  Depaitment,  Treasurer's  salary. 

To  the  Committee  on  Finance — The  Committee 
on  tbe  Treasury  Department  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent thi-.t  an  appropriation  of  $33,887.78  will  be  re- 
quired to  covei  the  estimated  expenditures  on  ac- 
count of  the  Collector's  Department  from  Aug.  9, 
18,75 — tbe  date  at  which  tbe  department  was  or- 
ganized— to  the  3lst  of  March,  1876,  the  date  to 
which  payments  are  made  from  the  appropriation 
for  tbe  present  financial  year.  The  salaries  upon 
which  this  estimate  is  based  aie  as  follows:  The 
City  Collector,  $5000  per  annum;  a  Chief  Clerk, 
$3000;  a  Fust  Assistant  Clerk,  $1800;  a  Second 
Assistant  Clerk,  $1600;  a  Teller,  $1700;  a  Deputy 
Collector  in  tbe  r>'  ater  Department,  $2500*;  aDep- 
uty  Collector  in  the  office,  $1600;  sixteen  Deputy 
Collectors  for  outside  duty,  $1700  eacbt;  a  Book- 
keeoer,  $1600. 

The  Deputy  Collectors  have  heretofore  been 
compensated  for  their  services  by  fees  established 
by  the  General  Statutes.  Under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  176  of  rhe  acts  of  tne  present  year,  all 
fees,  charges,  and  commissions  of  every  kind  and 
description  allowed  by  law  for  the  collection  of 
taxes,  betterment  rates  and  assessments,  are  to 
be  paid  after  the  1st  of  Seotember  into  rbe  city 
treasury,  and  the  Deputy  Collectors  are  to  receive 
such  compensation  as  the  City  Council  shall  from 
time  to  time  determine.  The  amouot  of  the  fees 
received  from  Aug.  1,  1874,  to  Aug.  1, 1875,  was 
$33,110.68;  and  tbe  average  annual  compensation 
heretofore  received  from  tbis  source  by  the  sev- 
eral Deputy  Collectors  has  been  about  $1750.  Tbe 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  compensation 
which  they  have  designated,  namely,  $1700  per 
annum,  is  ample,  and  that  active,  intelligent  and 
trustworthy  men  ran  be  obtained,  who,  for  tbat 
sum,  will  devotj  their  whole  time  to  the  service 
of  the  city. 

The  appropriation  made  for  the  Treasurer's  De- 
partment during  the  present  financial  year  was 
$34,300,  the  Treasurer's  salary  being  reckoned  at 
$5000.  There  had  been  expended  to  Aug.  8,  in- 
clusive, $11,378.65,  leaving  an  unexpended  Balance 
of  $22,921 .35.  The  estimated  amount  lequiiedfor 
salaries  in  that  department  during  the  remainder 
of  the  finaocial  year,  including  tbe  Treasurer's 
salary  at  the  late  of  $6000  per  annum,  is  $15,080; 
for  transportation, printing, stationery, etc.,  $1100; 
for  extra  clerks  employed  under  the  directiou  of 
the  Treasury  Committee  in  pre  paring  a  schedule 
of  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments  due  at  the  date 
the  Collector's  office  e'as  organized,  $2000;  total, 
$18,180.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  Treasurer's  Department  will  exceed 
the  expenses  to  the  extent  of  $4741.35,  and  the 
committee  would  recommend  the  transfer  of  that 
amount  to  au  appropriation  for  the  Collector's 
Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A*.  O.  Bigelow,  Chairman. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12 
nays  0.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow  suomicted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Thayer  &  Tomp- 
kins, Boston  Theatre;  Rich  &  Stetson,  Howard 
Athenaeum. 

Dealers  in  Second  Hand  Articles  Licensed- 
James  G.  Kelley,  142%  Pleasant  street;  Francis 
Hildebrand,  152  Dover  strtet;  Hannah  H.  Bryden, 

*  Note— The  Deputy  Collector  iu  the  Water  Depart- 
ment is  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  Water  Works. 

t  The  salaries  of  the  deputies  are  to  begin  Sept.  1. 
They  were  paid  by  fees  to  that  date. 


302  Washington  street;  F.  S.  Smith,  687  Washing- 
ton street;  William  J.Hall,  35  Bromfield  street, 
transfer  from  Georere  Brown. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— E.  Andrews  &  Son, 
404  Atlantic  avenue ;  G.  D.  Billiard,  Henley  street ; 
G.  S.  &  W.  F.  Howe,  15  Hunueman  street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Grauted— Vincent  Modea,  41 
Hanover  streec;  S.  A.Hancock,  107  Cambridge 
street;  William  Hohmeyer,  Green  street,  Jamaica 
Plaio  ;  Brockwav  Brothers,  1166  Washington  street ; 
J.  P.  Draper,  Clarendon  Hotel ;  Edward  Daniels.  7 
Green  street. 

Carriase  License  Refused —Louis  H.  Bontlli, 
corner  Park  and  Tremont  streets. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— James  J.  Cavanaush, 
124  Knedaud  street:  Robert  Chester,  corner  Milk 
and  Congress  street; ;  Chailes  H.  Lunt  (minor). 

Severally  accepted. 

•  LAND  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Street*  on  tbe  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  the 
orders  to  pay  for  land  damages,  as  follows: 
John  W.  Seals,  $3500,  widening  of  Devonshire 
street,  on  condition  of  his  paying  the  better- 
ments assessed  to  his  estate  fur  the  widening  of 
Summer  and Devor shire  streets;  Charles  H.  and 
Francis  C.  Hersey,  $5317.50,  laying  out  of  Swett 
street;  Otis  She^'ard,  $5346.25,  laying  out  Swett 
street:  Christina  Kamtnerer,  $2817.50,  laying  out 
Swett  street;  Oliver  Dhson,  $205.80,  widening  of 
Bowdoin  street;  Michael  Riley.  $386.50, for  land 
taken  in  name  of  M.  and  P.  A.  Riley,  iu  widening 
Shawmut  avenue.  Severally  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  assessment  of  betterment  of 
$100,  laid  by  an  order  of  tbe  Selective  n  of  the  late 
town  of  Brighton  of  Dec.  19, 1873,  upon  the  estate 
of  Senaca  V.  Collins,  on  Bigelow  street,  for  the 
laying  out  of  said  street  by  the  town  of  Brighton, 
Aug.  7,  1873,  be,  and  tne  same  hereby  is,  for 
cause,  abated  it!  full. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SWE1T  STREET. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 

Orde  ed,  That  rermission  be  gra:  ted  to  the  con- 
tractors for  building  Swett  street  to  lay  down 
railioad  rack*  for  temporary  u?e  in  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Boston  street,  the  form  of  the  rails 
and  the  location  and  manner  of  laying  the  same 
to  be  approved  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
said  track  to  be  removed  by  said  contractors  as 
soon  as  the  work  of  building  said  street  is  com- 
pleted, and  the  stre  t  and  avenue  through  which 
they  were  laid  to  be  placed  in  a  coudition  satis- 
factory to  said  Superintendent. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Stebbins  moved  a  le- 
considerition  of  the  order  m  order  to  offer  an 
amendment  providing  for  rbe  safety  of  persons  io 
the  vicinitv  of  stieets  cioseed  by  the  track,  as  '  i- 
done  on  the  Not  thauiptou-street  district.  The 
recoa-ideration  prevailed,  and  on  motion  of  Aider- 
man  Stebbins  the  ordei  was  amended  -bv  adding 
the  words — 

"And  said  contractors  shall  statioa  tla(rm'>n  at 
the  crosiines  of  any  public  or  private  streets  to 
give  suitable  waruiug  of  the  approach  of  sia*-el 
trains." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  oi^e- as 
amended  sras  passed,  aftei  the  Chaiiman  explain- 
ed, in  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Power,  that 
the  track  could  be  used  for  no  other  purpose,  and 
must  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  work  is  com- 
pleted. 

BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNX  RAILROAD  DAM- 
AGES. 

Aldermau  Haras  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
with  the  following: 

Ou  petitions  of  Dennis  Nolan,  Jeremiah  Crow- 
lev.  Francis  McGrath,  John  C.  MeDtvitt,  C.  P. 
Pike,  Sr„  C.  P.  Pike,  Jr.,  David  Roche.  Daniel 
Giittin.  Jo-e,h  Hisrgiuc,  Jeremiah  Doberty,  Den- 
nis F.Fiinn,  Budget  Kelley,  Johu  McLaughlin. 
Patrick  S\va<re.  Janes  Allen,  John  Dovl  .  Joseph 
Donvarro,  W.  J.  Hurley,  William  Burke.  C.  W. 
Ryan,  Dennis  Noland,  Joseph  Hancock,  James 
Noland,  Johu  H.  Hancock,  Patrick  Flanagan,  Mi- 
chael Flauagan.  John  Zwiuge.  Thouia*  F.  Flvnn. 
John  Doherty,  John  C.  C'owley.  owners  of  land 
at  East  Boston  over  and  near  which  the  Boston. 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  nave  located  and 
construct:  d  their  said  railroad,  that  this  Board 
would  estimate  the  damages  sustained  bv  them 
respectively  from  said  location  and  construction 
of  said  railroad,  it  is  hereby 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  parties,  with  the  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lvun  Railroad  Company,  bs  roti- 
fied  to  appear  befo  e  this  B02.ro  on  M)uday,  the 
20th  day  of  September  now  next,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M.,  at  which  time  this  Board  will  pioceed  to  es- 
timate the  damages  as  prayed  tor  by  said  petition- 
ers, and  will  also  tak*  such  other  measures  in  the 
premises  as  are  by  the  lawsof  this  Commonwealth 
provided  in  such  cases. 

Parsed. 

FUNERAL  OF  BARNEY    IIULL. 

A.  petition  was  received  from  the  National  Lan- 
cers, requesting  that  Coort  square  be  closed  dur- 
ing toe  passage  of  the  proce.-siou  at  the  funeral 
of  Barney  Hull,  and  Alderman  WorthingtoD  of- 
fered the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  close  Court  square  against 
the  passage  of  all  teams  and  cairiages  not  con- 
nected with  the  funeral  procession  ot  Baruty 
Hull,  on  Wednesday,  the  first  day  ot  September, 
at  12.30  P.  M.,  ano  to  keep  the  same  closed  until 
the  funeral  procesbion  has  passed  out. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

COMMON   AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS  AND    TREES. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  fiom 
the  Committse  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  recommending  that  permits  be  granted 
to  remove  trees  at  their  own  expense,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc., 
to  A.  W.  Perrin,  two  trees,  Blue  Hill  avenue,  near 
Qui  icy  street;  Samuel  G.  Reed,  tree  in  front  of 
block  between  West  Dedham  and  Pelhain  streets. 
Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Common  aud  Public  Grounds,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  ami 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expena  for  labor, 
in  addition  to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $8000;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  petiiion  of  John  Maguire,  recoin- 
menaing  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets  be 
diiecten  to  remove  tha  tree  uow  standing  in  front 
of  the  premises  numbered  038  Main  street,  in 
Chatlestown, 

Read  once. 

MERIDIAN-STREET  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Committee  ..on 
Bridges,  submitted  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  Meridian-street  Bridge  be  dosed 
to  public  trrvel  on  Wednesday,  the  first  d=y  of 
September,  and  remaio  closed  until  the  repairs 
thereon  are  completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MILLDAM  ROADWAY. 

Alderman  Powex  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered:  That  the  City  Engineer  examine  and 
report  to  this  Board  if  the  action  of  the  Boaid  of 
Health  io  depositing  masses  of  stone  in  the  rluice- 
way  of  the  Mill  lam  tends  in  any  way  to  weakeo 
or  impair  the  roadway  of  Beacon  street  in  that 
vicinity. 
R=ad  tt^ice  and  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
recommeorimg  the  granling  ot  leave  to  occupy 
stables,  on  the  usual  conditions,  by  Benjamin 
Wood,Shepard  street,  Waid  19;  NathauielAoams, 
Wiimot  stieet,  Highlands;  L.  W.  Shaw,  63  Biistol 
street. 

Also  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Harvey  J.  Flanders  to  occupy  stable  on 
Willow  court,  Ward  16. 

Severally  accepted. 

STORAGE  OF  NAPHTHA. 

A lderoi an  Quit) cy  submitted  a  report  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Fir»  Department  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  in  favor  ot  granting  the  petition  of  J.  R. 
Bartlett  &  Co.,  tor  leave  to  store  naphtha  upon 
Central  whaif,  upoo  compliauce  with  section  3  of 
the  ordinance  relating  to  petroleflm.    Accepteu. 

BILL     ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  bill  ot  John  E.  Blakemore, 
amounting  to   $8.64,  for  materials  furnished  the 
Paving  Department,  be  allowed  for  paymeot  by 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sect  down. 


LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  from  the  Committee  on 
Lamps,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  transferred 
from  the  appropi lation  for  castings  to  tbe  appro- 
priation for  toola  for  tie  Lamp  Department  the 
sum  of  $100. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Seat 
down. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

At  four  o'clock  the  Board  took  up  the  o  ders  of 
notice  for  hearings  oo  expediency  of  con s: meting 
sewtrs  in  Woodville  square,  near  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue; iu  Water  street,  Chailestown,  between 
Chamber  stieet  and  Charles  River  avenue;  in 
Harrison  avenue,  between  Haivaid  and  K  eeland 
streets.  No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the  or- 
ders were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  fu  Sew- 
er?. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from  . 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  iu  favor  of  granting  permit  to  Daniel 
Cram  to  move  wooden  building  along  Maverick 
stieet,  on  the  usual  conditions.    Accepted. 

Repoit  recommending  lei.\e  to  withdraw  on  oe- 
tion  of  Leopold  Morse  &  Co.  et  al.,  in  aid  of  peti- 
tion of  Middlesex  Railroad.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  for 
leave  to  connect  tracl'  in  State  street  with' track 
ot  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Washington  street, 
also  i,o  connect  tiacks  m  Devonshire  and  State 
streets;  also,  for  permanent  location  on  State  and 
Devonshire  streets.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, Sept.  20,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency 
of  granting  leave  to  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  lav  turnout  tracks  onTreinont  sireet  near 
railroad  ciossiug,  and  on  Hancock  stieet, Ward  16. 
Order  passed. 

Ordered,  Toat  the  Superintendent  of  Street-,  be 
directed  to  pave  North  street  from  Richmond  to 
Sun-court  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Es- 
timated cost  $6000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestoues,  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  Dorchester  avenue  from  the 
South  Bo-ton  line  to  Savin  Hill  avenue,  also  to 
macadamize  the  road  way  and  build  the  cesspools 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  surface  drainage  of 
said  avenue;  aud  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  setting  said 
edgestones. 

Read  twice  and  pas;ed. 

Ordered,  Thai,  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  gutters  on  Newbury  street, 
between  Berkeley  ana  Clarendon  streets.  Esti- 
mated cost  $1700. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  and  macadamize  Savin  Hill  ave- 
nue, as  recently  widened  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioner^:,  from  Pleasant  street  to  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  ;  also  to  furnish  and  set  the  edge- 
stones  and  pavs  the  gutters  on  said  avenue,  aDd 
to  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of 
furnishing  and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
diiected  to  construct  a  retaining  wall  at  the  west- 
erly end  of  Holvoke  street,  on  the  lice  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad.    Estimated  cost  $4000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Oidered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edg?stonei  and 
pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  on  Bolton  street, 
between  C  and  D  streets;  also  to  pave  the  road- 
way of  said  street  with  burnettized  spruce  blocks . 
Estimated  cost  $4000. 

Read  t  Aice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  ot  William  Goldsmith,  on  Gore  avenue; 
Josenh  S.  Hyde,  on  Bowdoin  street;  Judith  Bus- 
sey,  on  Adams  street,  near  Dorchester  avenue; 
the  city  of  Boston,  on  Warrenton  street.  Orders 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  tbe  Supeiintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
tbe  sidewalks  with  brick  in  frort  of  estates  of 
Jane  P.  Mecuen,  5  Marcella  street;  George  F. 
Baker,  51  and  53  Hammond  street;  Devine  & 
Fagan,  Hammond  and  Warwick  streets.  Orders 
read  twice  and  passed. 
Reports  ana  ordeis  for  the   Superintendent  of 
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Streets  to  Dave  the  sidewalk  wi:b  brick  in  front 
of  estate  ol  W.  Cobb,  543  Dudley  street;  John  J. 
Merrill,  on  Warier,  street,  opposite  Edgewood 
Btreet;  Willum  iilanchard,  70  Lambert  avenue; 
Louisa  A.  Kohl  and  Wiliiain  H.  Ladd,  3  and  5 
Elmwood  street;  Franklin  ,T.  Clark,  on  West  Cot- 
tage street;  A.  McDemiott,  on  Hampshire  aod 
Dudley  streets.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  atio  order  grautlog  permissioo  to  Conti- 
nental Sugar  Refinery  to  lay  an  iion  pipe  thr  jugh 
First  street,  South  Boston,  from  the  refinery  to 
South  Boston  Iron  Company's  wharf,  for  tne  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  supply  ot  «alt  water  for  man- 
ufacturing puiposes,  upon  tie  usual  conditions. 
Order  lead  twice  at  d  pa-sed. 

Ordered,  That  toe  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  p.;ve  the  sidewalks  with  brick  on 
Biomley  Park,  Barker,  Bromley,  Albert  and  Old 
Heath  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  thereof. 

Read  tvice  and  passed. 

Oideied,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  Dave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  on  the 
east°rly  side  of  Manoa  street,  between  Havre  and 
Bennington  streets,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  a 
schedule. ot  the  cost  thereof. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  ezpediency  of  constructing 
sewers  m  Fifti  street,  between  H  and  I  streets; 
in  fifth  street,  between  F  aud  Q  streets;  and  in  Q 
street  between  Fifth  street  and  tide  water;  in 
Bremen  street,  between  Brooks  and  Putnam 
streets;  m  Roslm  street,  Roxbury;  in  Maverick 
street,  betwen  Lamson  and  Jeffries  streets.  Sev- 
erally passed. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Harbor  of  petition  of  Clark  B.  Wood  et  al., 
that  rhe  sewers  discharging  through  Foplar  and 
adjacent  streets  be  dredged  at  their  openings  into 
the  docks.  Accepted  and  reference  ordered.  Sent 
down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  Nathaniel  O.  Siuioods,  that  the  Chelsea-street 
sewer  be  extended.    Accepted. 

Orders  tor  the  construction  of  sewers  as  fol- 
lows: In  Tnornley  street;  in  Bower  street,  be- 
tween Sherman  and  Laurel  streets;  in  Harrison 
avenue,  between  Kneelaud  and  Harvard  streets; 
in  Woodville  square,  near  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

SAFE  FOR  TREASURY. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  furnish  an  additional  fire 
and  burglar  proof  safe  fcr  the  Treasurer's  office, 
Citv  Hall,  the  expense  attending  toe  fame  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriatioa  for  Public  Build- 
ing H. 
Read,  twice  and  pasted.    Sent  down. 

ADDITIONAL  COURT  ROOM. 

Aldermrn  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Courrty  Buildings,  on  request  of 
Superior  Court  for  additional  room,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  room 
in  the  basement  of  the  Court  Home  occupied  by 
the  law  reporters  ot  the  Supreme  Court  be  set 
apart  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Superior 
Court  for  trials  by  jus-.ices  without  juries;  also, 
that  said  law  reporter0  removed  from  their  rooaa 
in  the  basement  he  provide;!  tor  in  room  number- 
ed fifteen,  on  the  third  flooi  of  said  Court  House 
building. 

Read  twice  and  pa=sed. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Ot)' motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  order  for 
the  Committee  on  Markets  to  assign  stands  and 
establish  rates  therefor  at  the  new  vegetable  mar- 
ket on  Meicautile-'wbarf  property  was  taken  from 
the  table.  Aider  man  Prescott  moved  to  amend 
rhe  order  by  striking  out  the  last  line  and  insert- 
ing the  words,  "aod  deliver  the  same  to  the  Col- 
lector as  required  by  ordinance." 

Alderman  Prescott — Toe  only  change  is  nice 
explicitly  requiring  monthly  payments  to  the  Col- 
lector as  required  by  ordinance,  in  case  any  ques- 
tion should  be  raised. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  would  Mso  move  to  amend 
by  inserting  the  word  "monthly,"  to  conform  to 
section  4  of  the  ordinance.  Is  there  any  objection 
to  the  collections  being  made  monthly?    If  the 


leases  are  already  made  to  be  paid  quar  erly,  I 
suppose  that  could  not  be  done ;  though  I  think  it 
would  be  better. 

Alderman  Prescott— So  far  as  the  leases  are  con- 
cerned, the  rents  from  stalls  are  paid  into  the  citv 
treasury  monthly;  but  it  nroulc  seem  to  be  un- 
wise to  insist  ou  it  in  regard  to  these  stands.  Al 
the  rents  tor  the  stands  on  the  India-wharf 
grounds  wers  paid  in  advance  at  the  beginning  of 
tne  year,  the  amounts  pet  haps  being  S75  or  $100. 
The  reots  tb.5  t  will  be  received  trom  the  stalls  on 
the  new  grounds  will  be  comparatively  small, and 
the  committee  have  not  deemed  it  for'theinterest 
of  the  city  to  have  then  paid  yearly  in  advance, 
but  if  it  should  prove  to  be  for  the  interest  of  tbd 
city  ;o  have  them  paid  monthly,  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  it.  It  seeems  to  me  that  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  f-oin  Ward  10 
would  not  be  ad  va*  tagtous  to  the  citv  now. 

Alderman  Buirage  withdrew  his  ame*  dment, 
and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed. 

ENGINE   HOUSE  IN  WARD  FIFTEEN. 

On  motion  or  Aldeimao  Prescott,  his  motion  to 
reconsider  the  order  for  the  purchase  of  land  on 
Washington  stiret.  Ward  15,  as  asifcs  tor  an  engine 
house,  w?s  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Preecott— I  made  the  motion  to  re- 
consider at  the  last  meeting  because  some  ques- 
tion had  teen  raised  io  regard  to  the  price  pro- 
posed to  be  paid  for-  the  land,  and  it  was  laio  on 
the  table  at  my  suggestion,  because  the  chairman 
of  the  sub-coriimittte  [Alderman  Pope]  was  not 
ptesent.  After  looking  into  the  matter, since  that 
rime,  and  after  consultation  with  the  chairman 
of  the  sub-coniuriti.ee,  the  Fire.  Commissioneis 
and  Assessors,  I  have  concluded  that  no  more 
advantageous  purchase  can  be  macie  i  a  tha*  local- 
ity. Thi  older  provides  for  the  purchase  of  3800 
feet  of  laud  at  eighty  cents  a  foot,  which  is  taxed 
at  fifty-five  or  sixty  cents  a  foot.  Therefore,  if 
there  is  no  objection.,  I  desire  to  withdraw  the 
rnotio    to  rtconsider. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

METROPOLITAN  TRACKS  IN  COURT  STREET. 

Among  the  Paving  Committee's  reports  sub- 
mitted by  Alderman  Power,  was  one  lecommeod- 
ing  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Upon  ihe  petitions  of  Charles  F.Donnelly  ct  al  , 
aud  Jam;s  Stureis  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  the 
Hacks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  trom  Court 
street,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  bs  given  to  ihe  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  and  to  all  persons  inter- 
ested, ths,t  this  Board  will  ou  Monday,  the  20th  of 
Sept  nibet,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  consider  the 
expeoiency  of  granting  the  prayer  of  said  peti- 
tioners, v  hen  any  |  erson  obj<  cting  thereto  may 
appear  and  be  heard;  said  notice  to  be  given  by 
the  publication  of  copies  of  said  petitions,  with 
this  order  of  notice  thereon,  in  the  Bostou  Daily 
Advertiser,  Traveller  and  Transcript. 

Passed. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Prescott  moved  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote  by  which  the  otder  was 
passed,  saying: 

It  seems  to  me  ihe  orderonly  passed  this  Board 
by  default,  during  the  hurry  of  routine  business, 
possibly  because  the  attectiru  ot  membets  had 
not  been  drawn  particularly  to  it.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  au  entirely  unprcedented  proceeding.  It 
was,  I  tnink,  in  the  'after  part  of  May  or  the  early 
part  of  June  that  this  matter  of  the  removal  of 
the  tracks  in  Court  street  was  brought  before  this 
Board;  a  public  hearina'  was  given  and  the  Bo?r<i 
acted  on  tn  a  matter.  Subsequently  a  teeonsiter- 
atton  prevailed,  the  matter  was  tecooruritted  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  who  gave  a  pub.ic 
hearing  ind  reported  in  favor  of  the  removal.  It 
\.as  discussed  again  aid  asrain  in  this  Board,  and 
nnally  settled  adversely  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. This  matter  has  certainly  been  more  thor- 
oughly discussed  and  has  taken  up  more  time  than 
any  other  during  the  preseut  municipal  year.  An 
order  has  also  been  pas»cd  tor  the  Superintendent 
of  Stieets  to  pave  Court  street  with  wood;  but 
after  that  action  there  came  in  a  petition  for  the 
very  thing  which  had  t» ice  been  acted  upon.  It 
is  a  question  in  my  mind — but  I  do  not  make  a 
point  of  ihat—  whether  it  is  a  ,  aniameutary  pro- 
ceeding to  e riertaiu  this  subject  again.  We  have 
taktu  up  much  time  in  discussing  this  same  mat- 
ter which  is  now  brought  up  anew,  simply  by 
other  petitioner  s,  It  hardly  seems  to  me  that  the 
committee,  differing  as  they  do  from  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  should  attempt  to  fake  up  more 
time  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject.  I  see 
coupled  with  the  petition  of    Mr.    Donnelly   and 


AUGUST        31,       1875. 


457 


others,  for  the  removal  of  the  tracks,  a  request 
t  oat  Court  street  be  pavfid  with  wood.  If  we  are  to 
discuss  it  again,  let  us  take  up  the  quesrion  of  pav- 
ing, as  the  removal  of  thetiacks  has  occupied  time 
enough.  This  proceeding  seems  entirely  unprece- 
dented, and  I  hardly  think  our  City  Clerk  will  fi  ad 
a  piecedent  for  it  on  his  lecords.  The  Committee 
on  Paviug  have  alsoieported  adversely  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Middlesex  Railroad  for  a  permanent 
track  on  State  and  Devonshire  street* ;  I  suppose 
rt  other  parties  should  come  in  and  ask  tor  that, 
the  committee  would  report  another  order  of  no- 
tice and  reopen  that  case.  I  can  hairllv  see  the 
necessity  for  our  reopening  this  case,  and  inas- 
much as  the  matter  was  passed  upon  inadvertent- 
ly I  move  the  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Power — Members  of  the  Board  would 
infer  from  the  remaiks  of  the  Alderman  who  has 
just  taken  tali!  seat  that  the  Committee  on  Paving 
had  persisted  in  biiDging  this  matter  up  anew  af- 
ter they  had  been  fairly  and  honoiably  beaten. 
They  have  nothing  to  do  with  reopening  this 
matter.  I  certainly  am  no  party  to  bringing 
this  matter  before  the  Boaid  again  and 
I  am  also  assured  by  the  other  members 
of  the  committee  that  they  have  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  The  matter  had  been  decided,  and 
the  committee  were  content  to  let  it  go  so ;  but  it 
came  here  again  alone,  and  not  coupled  with  an- 
other matter,  as  it  was  before,  and  without  any 
connivance  or  assisiance  from  the  committee.  As 
the  committee  bad  placed  tbemsi-lves  oa  record  in 
favor  of  the  removal  of  the  tracks  from  Court 
street, it  didn't  become  them  to  report  leave  to 
withdraw  on  this  petitioc  We  did  not  desire  to 
appear  as  actiug  differentlyt'romouropinions.and 
we  saw  no  other  course  to  "pursue  except  to  report 
an  order  of  notice.  The  Middlesex  Railroad  peti- 
tion came  before  us  as  a  separate  matter, in  a  new 
shape,  the  company  requesting  a  permanent  loca- 
tion. '  We  have  reported  on  that,  as  we  weie 
bouod  to  do,  and  we  reported  against  it,  the  same 
as  we  had  voted  D6fore.  It  was  for  thi«  Board  to 
accept  or  reject  the  report,  as  thev  saw  fit.  We 
had  no  intention  of  forcing  the  matter  on 
the  Board,  for  we  had  no  reason  to  ex- 
pec  o  a  result  different  from  the  uievious  vote. 
The  petition  came  here,  was  leterred  to  us  and  we 
reported  according  to  our  convictions,  in  the  usual 
way ;  and  it  is  for  the  Board  to  say  whether  an 
order  ot  notice  shall  issue  or  not. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  did  not  intend  to  have 
any  gentleman  infer  that  I  thought  there  was  any 
connivance  on  the  part  of  tbe  committee  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter;  I  kuew  that,  without  the 
chairman  stating  it.  I  simply  rtated  that  it  was 
an  unusual  and  unprecedented  proceeding  and  I 
believe  that  if  (he  chairman  of  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee will  examine  the  records  for  the  past  fifty 
years,  or  since  tbe  city  was  incorporated,  he  will 
find  no  justification  for  such  a  course  as  this. 
This  matter  has  been  discussed  ?ince  last  June 
and  taken  up  more  time  than  any  otber  that  has 
been  acted  on.  The  members  of  the  Paving 
Committee  have  stated— and  it  !•<  here  i-j 
print— that  it  was  necessary  to  settle  this 
matter  soon,  because  Court  street  needed  repay- 
ing ;  that  there  wer*  holes  in  it,  and  that  the  road- 
way was  in  very  generally  bad  repair.  I  think  the 
Alderman  from  Waul  10  laid  particular  stress 
upon  that  point;  yet,  just  as  the  matter  has  been 
settled,  here  comes  in  an  order  of  notice  to  go 
over  the  whole  thing  again.  Shall  we  talte  up  the 
time  of  this  Board,  mouth  after  month,  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  matter?  I  did  n'c  meai  to  say 
there  is  any  connivance  on  the  part  of  tbe  com- 
mittee, but  there  is  a  peisistency  on  the  part  of 
one  corporation  to  have  this  tbing  accomplished. 
Every  gentleman  knows  what  coiporation  I  refer 
to.  The  Board  have  shown  that  thev  do  not  a<>ree 
with  the  lepoit  of  the  committee.  There  is"  an 
honest,  and,  I  believe,  an  intelligent  difference  of 
opinion  among  the  members  ot  the  Board  on  this 
subject:  and  I  see  no  reason  why,  if  we  reopen  the 
case  and  give  public  bearings,  we  camot  do  so  upon 
every  public  matter.  Coupled  with  this  petition  is  a 
request  for  the  paving  of  Court  street  with  wood. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  such  a  petilion,  a9  that 
has  already  been  ordered;  and  if  anything  is  to  be 
said  on  the  paving  of  Court  street,  I  hope  we  shall 
hear  something  ot  the  comparative  benefits  of 
wood  pavement,  burnettized  spruce  blocks,  and 
macadamized  roads.  This  proceeding  is  entirely 
unusual  and  I  tiust  we  shall  stop  it.  If  we  go  on 
this  way,  there  would  never  be  an  end  to  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  is  true,  as  the  Alderman 
from  Watd  9  has  said,  that  I  urged  tbe  importance 
of  speedy  action ;  but  it   then  seemed   apparent 


that  the  action  ot  the  Board  would  be  different 
ftom  what  it  subsequently  was— eight  for  tbe  re- 
moval ot  the  tracks,  aud  four  against.  The  sub- 
sequent action  ot  the  Board  was  very  surprising 
tome.  As  tbe  chairman  of  the  committee  has 
said,  there  did  n't  seem  to  be  any  other  course  for 
the  committee  except  to  lepoit  as  they  did. 
They  pre  in  favor  of  having  the  tiack 
tak6n  up,  and  to  accomplish  that  we  must 
report  an  order  of  notice.  The  Alderman  will 
acknowledge  the  right  of  petition.  Citizens  have 
the  right  to  ask  that  crtain  things  be  done.  Cir- 
cumstances may  have  changed  since  the  Hist  peti- 
tion came  in  here.  I  would  remind  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  that  the  cmef  argument  u«ed  by  bim 
for  a  reconsideration  was  that  only  one  side  had 
been  heard — the  side  of  the  roads.  The  president 
of  the  road  gave  his  view  of  the  case  in  a  subse- 
quent hearing  before  the  committee.  The  Board 
can  take  such  action  as  they  deem  best.  If  I  rec- 
ollect riebtly.  the  terms  of  the  petition  are  differ- 
ent from  the  other.  This  petition  is  tor  the  re- 
moval of  1 1 1  track  from  Tremont  street  to  Wash- 
ington street;  the  other  one  was  from  Scollay 
square  to  Washington  street.  The  difference  is 
merely  technical,  however.  The  street  is 
in  a  bad  condition,  though  not  so  bad  as 
it  was  then,  because  it  has  been  repaired 
somewhat.  It  is  important  to  have  the  nave- 
mert  relaid,  but  it  is  more  important  to  hav'a  the 
tracks  removed,  if  that  can  be  accomplished  by 
the  delay  of  a  week  or  two.  The  tiack  is  a  great 
nuisance  to  the  public,  aud  seven-eighths  of  the 
public  think  so.  It  is  n't  only  one  corporation 
who  think  so. 

A'dermaa  Power— As  I  have  remarked,  Alder- 
men can  see  that  this  matter  comes  here  now 
separated  from  th9  other  matter  wiih  which  it 
was  originally  connected.  It  is  perfectly  proper 
that  it  should  come  here,  and  the  committee  had 
mo  other  course  to  pursue,  unless  they  allowed  the 
inference  to  be  made  that  they  had  chauged  their 
minds  after  making  a  fight  to  have  these  tracks 
removed.  For  one,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  I  had  changed  my  miud  on  this  sub- 
ject. Tte  committee  feel  that  they  have  done 
their  duty,  and  if  this  Board  don't  wish 
an  order  to  be  issued  they  need  not  do  it. 
I  have  n't  any  idea  that  this  Board  is  going  to 
change  its  vote  on  the  subject,  but  I  wish 
to  keep  on  the  record  as  I  have  put  myself 
there.  As  I  have  remarked,  the  street  is  in  a 
dangerous  condition,  and  it  should  be  repaved  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  have  n't  changed  my  mind  on 
that,  but  I  think  it  ;s  still  more  important  to  have 
the  tracks  removed,  if  it  can  be  done.  Therefore 
it  is  for  this  Board  to  decline  to  issue  the  order  of 
nonce  if  they  see  tit. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
10  could  not  have  bsen  very  serious  when  he  [said 
there  was  some  Jittle  difference  in  the  petitions. 
This  is  the  sane  subject  that  has  been  acted  upon 
twice. 

Aid -i man  Burrage— There  is  a  little  technical 
difference,  as  1  said 

Alderman  Piescott— Theie  is  a  little  technical 
difference  which  might  be  made  to  get  over  a 
great  oifficulty  in  regard  to  this  order,  and  the 
committee  are  tiyiug  to  get  over  it.  They  say 
tne  petition  was  referred  to  them  aua  they 
were  obliged  to  report  on  it.  Haven't  they 
matters  befoie  tbem  which  have  been  there  a 
year?  I  know  of  one  matter  reported  upon  this 
afternoon  which  was  referred  to  them  a  year  ago. 
I  say  there  appears  to  be  a  persistency,  not  partic- 
ularly from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  but  from 
one  individual  not  a  member  of  this  Board,  for 
taking  up  the  time  of  this  body  on  this  matter.  I 
do  not  find  any  great  feeling  in  the  community 
upon  this  matter;  I  don't  see  :t  discussed  in  the 
paners  as  a  matter  of  vital  importance;  X  don't 
see  leading  citizens  agitated  about  it.  On  the 
contriiy  I  have  Sosn  communications  in  the  pa- 
pers from  men,  the  very  mention  of  whose  names 
would  banish  the  idea  of  peisonal  interest,  who 
have  taken  sides  entirely  different  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  As  we  have  discussed  this 
matter  for  thiee  months,  and  as  f he  passage  of 
this  order  will  necessitate  the  passage  of  another 
order  of  notice,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  migbt  as  well 
stop  it  now,  especially  as  after  the  hearing  on  this 
order  of  notice  the  matter  will  have  to  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  aud  thus  delayed  from 
week  to  week  until  if  will  be  too  late  to  get  Court 
street  paved  this  year.  An  order  1  as  been  passed 
to  pav»  Court  street,  and  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road has  been  notified  to  lay  a  nsw  pavement  be- 
tween its  tracks,  which  I  don't  believe  can  be  done 
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tiU  the  fail.  I  believe  this  course  to  be  entirely 
unprecedented,  and  I  hope  the  lecoasideiatiou 
will  prevail  and  that  the  order  will  r.ot  pass. 

Aloerrnao  Burrage  called  for  the  yeas  and  rays 
on  the  question. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  shall  vote  against  this  re- 
consideration for  this  reason :  By  the  provisions  of 
the  statutes  governing  such  action  I  think  we  are 
bound  to  give  this  public  hearing.  Seccion  15 
of  the  statutes  relating  tohorse  railroads  provides 
that  upon  n.  petition  of  this  kind  a  public  hearing 
shall  be  had,  the  same  as  tupon  the  location  of  a 
new  track.  I  feel  that  we  are  bound  to  give  the 
parties  a  public  hearing, 

Alaerman  Prescort — A  public  h?aring  has  al- 
ready been  given  and  I  don't  believe  there  are 
any  statutes  in  Massachusetts  thai  will  require  a 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  give  continual  public  hear- 
ings upon  the  same  subject.  It  was  a  mooted 
question  and  decided  by  quits  a  close  vote,  wheth- 
er we  should  allow  an  ex-Mayoi  to  come  before 
this  Board  for  the  first  time  and  present  his  views 
upon  a  matter  to  be  discussed  by  the  Board. 
TDat  courtesy  was  extended  ti  him,  and  more 
than  the  usual  courtesy  has  been  extended  in  this 
ca?e.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  complied  with 
.the  statutes  by  giving  public  notice  and  having  a 
hearing. 

Alderman  Stebbios— The  provision  of  the  sec- 
tion I  refer  to  Is  as  follows: 

"Sect.  15.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  any  city, 
or  the  selectmen  of  any  town  may,  at  any  time 
after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  time  of 
the  opening  for  the  use  of  any  street  railway  in 
such  city  or  town,  if  in  their  judgment  the  inter- 


ests of  the  public  require,  after  notice  published 
as  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  and  a  hear- 
ing, order  that  the  location  of  anv  of  the  tracks 
in  any  street  or  highway  shall  be  revoked, and  the 
railway  corporation  shall  thereupon  remove  the 
same,  in  conformity  with  such  ocdei,  and  put  the 
street  in  as  gooo  co  :aitioa  as  it  was  rn'imme- 
diately  before  being  occupied  by  said  tracks.  If 
said  corporation  neglects  to  execute  such  order 
and  make  such  repairs,  after  thirty  days'  notice 
thereof,  then  said  Board  ot  Aldermen  or  selectmen 
may  cause  the  same  to  be  executed  and  made  at 
the  expense  of  the  railway  corporation,  to  be 
recovered  in  an  action  of  tort." 

The  preceding  section  provides  that  befcie 
locating  such  track  a  public  hearing  shall  be 
given.  "I  am  no  lawyer,  but  it  certainly  strikes  me 
in  that  wav. 

Alderman  Prescott— Have  we  not  acted  upon 
this  matter  ou  petitions  which  have  corue  before 
us?  if  other  petitions  come  before  us  for  the  same 
thing,  are  we  required  to  still  give  public  hearings? 

Alderman  Stebbins— 1  think  so.  Tuat  is  pre- 
cisely what  we  are  paid  for.  We  come  here  to  do 
that. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost— yeas  5, 
nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Pope,  Prescott, 
Viles— 5. 

Navs— Aldermen  Bicelow,  Burrsge,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Quincv,  Stebbins,  Wortbiugton — 7." 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrags  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    3,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  ML,  Halsey  J. 
Boardmari,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN  «FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Annual  report?  of  Trustees  of  Public  Library 
and  Bo^rd  of  Health;  report,  of  fires  and  alarms 
for  July ;  Auditor's  exhibit  for  Aui.  5 ;  quarterly 
reports  of  City  Registrar,  City  Clerk,  Superin- 
teno  ent  of  North  Scales  ana  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
Se  ver-jllv  placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  (J.  Hilary  et  al.,  H.  R.  Plimoton,  R. 
G.  Dayton  et  al.,  Michael  Casey,  Johu  P.  Ga'eley, 
Caroline  Piice,  Amos  Seavey,  W.  W.  Bennett, 
Cummings  &  Sears,  Eoston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railroad.    Severally  referred. 

Orders  for  the  foundation  of  the  Glover  monu- 
ment, and  the  enlargement  of  Police  Station  8. 
Severally  leferred. 

Report;  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Survey,  etc.,  of  Kuildiugs,  of  remonstrance  of 
Chauncy  Page  against  thb  erection  of  a  building 
on  First  street  for  chemical  purposes.  Accepted, 
and  lefeicnce  ordered. 

Report  recommencing  that  certain  alterations 
suggested  by  tlie  Board  of  Fire  Cornmi-sioners  be 
made  on  Steam  Fire  Engine  House  No.  6.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Older  to  consider  expediency  of  providing  ac- 
commodations for  kindergarten  schools.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Oi  der  to  inquire  whether  any  alterations  are  de- 
sirable in  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  storage 
and  sale  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Ordt-r  for  purchase  of  6100  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less,  at  not  exceeding  forty  cents  per  foot,  on  Har- 
vard avenue,  Ward  19,  and  for  the  erection  of  an 
engine  house  thereon,  at  an  es'imated  cost  for 
land  and  building  of  $7000.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Repoit  and  order  for  ourctiase  of  30,000  feet  of 
land,  more  or  less,  on  ^shland  street,  West  Rox- 
bury,  at  not  excediug  $6000,  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary schoolhouse.  Order  passed  to  a  secona 
reading. 

Order  for  a  watch  clock,  with  appurtenances,  to 
be  furnished  for  the,  City  Hall,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $600.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  anrual  report  of  Cocliituate  Water  Board 
came  down  to  be  placed  on  file,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tbacher  it  was  reteried  to  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee oi'  Water.    Sent  up. 

Letter  of  thanks  from  Boston  Typographical 
Union.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  J.  E.  Blatemore,  $8.64,  for 
materials  furnished.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  to  expend  for  labor  on  Common,  etc.,  an 
additional  sum  of  $8000.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of 
Ward  5,  and  passed. 

Order  to  furnish  an  additional  safe  for  the 
Treasurer's  office.    Ordered  to  a  second  rt-ading. 

Order  granting  permission  to  lay  railroad  tracks 
for  temporary  use  in  building  Swett  street,  and 
providing  for  stationing  flagmen  at  crossings. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  transfer  $100  from  the  appropriation 
for  castings  to  that  for  tools  for  Lamp  Depart- 
ment.   Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  tiansfev  from  the  appropriation  for 
Treasurer's  Depaitment  $6741.35.  and  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  $28,146.43,  to  constitute  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Collector's  Department,  $1000 
from  appropriation  for  Siukiog  Fund  Commis- 
sioners to  tbat  for  Auditor's  salary,  and  $1000  to 
that  for  Treasurer's  salary.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  census  aggregates  for  1875  came  down  re- 
ferrea  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Census 
and  Division  ot  Wards.  Concuned,  and  on  mo 
tiou  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the  ref- 
erence wa<  amended  by  directing  the  committee 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  ootainint;  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  wtiatever  statistics  may  relate 
to  the  city  of  Bo-ton.  Mr.  Whitmore  stated  that 
it  was  desirable  to  obtain  the  full  report  sooo,  else 
the  city  would  have  to    wait  a  year  for  statistics 


which  it  had  paid  to  collect,  and  unless  they  are 
obtained  nothing  more  than  this  bnef  document 
wouid  he  reported  to  the  city. 

SEWER  IN  THE  MYSTIC  VALLEY. 

A  report  came  down  with  an  order  for  a  loan  of 
$205,00~0,  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  the 
Mystic  Valley,  and  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  order  for  the  construction  of  the  sewer. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— This  is  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable importance,  and  1  shoulJ  liks  to  ask 
some  member  of  the  committee  navicg  it  iu 
charge  as  to  the  necessity  for  it  and  the 
circumstances.  If  I  understand  tbe  matter 
arignt,  it  is  rut  m  conformity  with  the 
special  act  of  the  Legislature — I  have  not  a 
copy;  I  have  sent  for  one — and  the  provisions 
of  tbe  constitution  and  the  general  statutes;  and 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  committee  how  that  is. 
It  is  a  large  committee,  and  some  ot  the  members 
are  present.  And  again — I  will  not  argue  the 
point  at  the  present  moment;  if  any  gtntleman 
will  respond  to  my  request  I  shall  be  happy  to 
hear  aim,  but  if  not,  I  shall  then  go  on  to  argue 
with  what  little  information  I  have  at  the  piesent 
time,  that  this  matter  is  not  in  conform- 
ity with  the  law.  I  say  it  is  important, 
from  the  fact  that  eminent  citizens  of 
Charlestown  propose  to  sever  their  covnec- 
nection  with  the  city  of  Boston,  if  that  action  is 
to  he  seriously  considered  it  should  be  considered 
in  connection  with  tbe  subject  now  before  us.  I 
will  give  way  to  any  gentleman  who  desires  to 
speak. 

Mr.  Deverux  Qf  Ward  22 — I  would  like  to  know 
if  any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Water  is 
present  to  give  us  a  history  ot  this  matter  and  the 
conclusion  to  which  tbey  at  rived  as  to  the  reees- 
sity  of  this  sewer.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
mentions  that  there  is  a  disturbance  i  a  Cbarles- 
rown  in  regard  to  severing  the  coccection  with 
tne  city,  but  it  is  of  l;o  little  moment  that  it  is 
hardlv  worth  disclosing.  This  matter  has  been 
before  the  Cr"y  Council  some  time,  is  well  known 
and  understood,  and  tnere  i«  no  need  of  going 
into  an  argument  and  again  discussing,  tor  a 
moment,  the  necessity  of  this  sewer.  It 
is  well  knov-i  to  the  lhembers  of  this 
Council  aud  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
the  people  in  Charlesroivn  anc.  Boston,  tbat  there 
is  a  necessity  for  purifying  the  Mystic  water. 
This  matter  was  up  before  the  recess,  and  has 
now  come  to  us  for  concurrence ;  and  certainly,  at 
this  late  moment,  I  am  surprised  at  the  gentle- 
man trying  to  head  it  off.  It  is  a  cecesoity,  sir. 
aud  certainly  no  objection  which  has  been  made 
st'oulo  cause  delay.  I  hope  the  order  will  take  its 
^econd  readic  g  and  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— In  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  ot  the  Water  Committee,  it  may  be 
proper  for  me  to  say  something  upon  this  meas- 
ure, although  I  do  not  feel  competent — at  least  at 
the  i  reseut  moment— to  debite  the  legal  question 
with  so  able  and  distinguished  an  advocate  as  tbe 
gentleman  from  Ward  5.  I  am  not  a  lawyer  or 
an  a^voiate,  and  consequently  I  have  to 
take  off  my  hat  in  his  presence.  I  don't 
preteud  to  b-  a  constitution*  1  lawyer  or 
well  versed  in  the  provisions  ot  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes,  wad  therefore  cauuot  argue  that 
point  >vitn  him ;  but  of  the  necessity  of  this  sewer 
I  am  satisfied,  aftei  an  inspection  of  the  grounds, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  it  will  be  animpoitant 
adjunct  to  that  valuable  property  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  the  Mystic  water.  It  would  cost  more  by 
the  slow  process  under  the  General  Statutes  to  re- 
move the  obstacles  to  the  purification  of  the 
My-tic  water  than  it  will  to  build  tins  sewer. 
Tlie  ap  propria' ion  is  $205,000.  There  is  a 
aiffetence  of  opinion  as  to  the  cost,  one  eu- 
girepr,  Mr.  Doane.  thinking  it  can  be  done 
for  considerably  les-',  while"  Mr.  Davis  believes 
that  $305,000  will  be  the  outside  cost.  It  is  right, 
«nd  I  believe  in  appropriating  a  sum  sufficient  to 
defray  th-  entire  expense,  aud  if  auythicg  is  left 
over  1  shall  be  glad  of  it.  Of  tne  necessity  tor 
this  sewe  .  and  of  the  adequacy  of  tins  sum  to 
build  it,  I  am  convinced ;  but  of  the  legality  of  tue 
measure  I  am  not  able  to  speak.  The  chairman 
of  the  Wa<er  Committee  asstued  us  that  the 
orders  were  drawn  in  conjunction  with  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  I  believe  it  was  intended 
that  they  should  bo  in  conformity  with  the  law. 
The  city  has  the  right  to  eotei  noon  that  t  rritury 
and  divert  the  impuriti  >s  flowing  into  that  stream, 
and  the  only  palliation  lor  neglecting  to   do  so  is 
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that  when  the  water  gets  down  to  MystioPoudtbe 
impurities  are  so  diffused  that  they  are  not  per- 
ceptiole.  But  io  one  believes  tr-at  ir  >  oukl  be 
right  to  drain  into  a  tvell.  Th-  My-tic  Water 
Wotks  are  a  ource  of  gie;  t  revenue,  and, 
io  proportion  to  their  cost,  they  are  about 
as  productive  as  any  property  the  city 
of  Boston  owns  ;  fed  I  think  it  is  expedient  and 
wise  to  [appropriate  morev  for  their  protection. 
Now,  sir,  1  do  not  propose  to  speak  at  length  of 
what  has  made  some  parties  =o  sireuuous  in  op- 
posing this  matter.  Dunng  trie  tuur  of  the  Water 
Committee  up  the  valley,  several  nice  ret  tine 
schemes  cropped  our,  and  there  wert  many  sug- 
gestions about  certain  tlunsrs  that  parties  would 
like  to  have  the  city  do;  and  there-is  still  another 
plan  for  delaying  it  until  tbe  city  is  driven  into 
lathering  the  drainage  »i  tii  whole  vail  y  at  an 
expens-  of  five  or  six  hundred  thous&nn  dol- 
lars. I  think  that  the  truly  economical  couise  far 
the  city  to  pursue  is  to  construct  this  proposed 
drain  ;  and  after  that  is  done  there  will  be  no  ex- 
cuse foi  allowing  impurities  to  flow  icto  Mystic 
Pond,  for,  after  that,  prompt  prosecution  can  he 
instituted  and  redress  can  be  obtvned  through 
the  courts  from  any  one  who  l>as  the.  haidihood  to 
drain  into  those  waters.  Consequently,  a  the 
completion  of  the  sewer  will  place  the  city  in  a 
stronger  position.  1  think  that  uo  time  should  be 
lost.  This  matter  came  before  tbe  Council 
some  mo  ths  ago  in  a  report  from  the  Myotic 
Water  Board,  which  was  favorably  acted 
on  by  the  Conmittee  on  Water  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee,  and  now 
comes  bacS  io  us  foi  concurrence  in  the  passage 
of  an  order  autho  1 1  zing  tbe  work  and  providing 
the  means.  Wa  have  jutt  entered  upon  the  au- 
tumn,—pleasant  and  proper  weather  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  such  work.  It  that  work  is  soon  en- 
tered upon  it  will  prevent  any  interference  by 
special  legislation  during  the  ensuing:  winter.  It 
it  is  not  done  now  we  shall  have  aU  the  accumu- 
late j  impuiities  of  the  winter  washed  down  into 
tbe  lake  next  spring.  The  work  ought  to  be 
pu<hed  ahead,  if  not  completed,  tiiis  autumn.  If 
it  is  delayed,  tnere  is  no  knowing  when 
it  can  be  completed.  I  wait,  sir,  to  hear 
the  legal  objections  cf  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5,  and  it  they  prove  serious  I  snail  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  matter  going  ovei  till  the  advice  of  the 
Ci.v  Solicitor  on  tbe  points  raked  can  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5—1  anticipated  that  I  should 
be  misundeistoou.  I  called  upon  the  Finance 
Committee  to  explain,  because  I  have  been  told 
upon  the  best  p.^sible  authority  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  among  them.  I  am  in  favor 
of  draining  the  Mystic  Valley;  and  as  a  member 
of  a  com  mitt  e  appointed  by'you,  sir,  I  advocated 
thi*  matter  before  the  Legislature  with  what  little 
influence  1  had.  But  I  undertake  to  say  that 
the  order  before  us  is  not  in  confotmity  with 
the  act  itself.  That  is  one  point  I  raise,  sir.  Then 
my  most  worthy  and  excellent  personal  friend 
speaks  of  the  "little  disturbance"  m  Cbarlestown. 
I  hac  toe  honor  the  other  day— I  don't  know  the 
source  from  trbich  it  came,  but  it  comes  through 
the  press— to  read  this  idea  in  *he  Bunker  Hill 
Times,  that  "a  considerable  portioo  of  the  people 
of  Chariestown  vould  like  to  secede  from  the  city 
or  Boston."  Here  it  is,  a  leading  editorial;  but! 
will  not  take  up  tbe  time  of  the  Council  this 
w'un  evening  by  reading  it.  "Shall  we  secede?" 
Well,  now,  talk  psbaw  as  much  as  vou  please! 
"Shali  we  secede?"  That  is  a  question  argued 
there  witb  a  great  deal  of  force.  If  it  is 
to  be  a  mooted  question,  whether  Charlestown 
shall  secede,  is  n't  it  proper  t'oi  us  to  wait  tnd  see 
>vhat  i*  to  be  done  with  this  matter?  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  secession,  Dever  was,  and  tiust  I  never 
shall  be,  and  I  agree  with  my  worthy  friend  in 
that  particular.  But  when  a  question  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  to  the  city  of  Boston  comes  in 
here,  it  is  my  duty,  as  one  of  those  who  believe  in 
union,  to  raise  this  question.  It  the  question  of 
secession  is  raised,  let  us  meet  ir,  as  we  did  the 
secession  which  was  started  in  1860. 

Mr.  Wilson— Go  and  give  'm  Hail  Columbia. 

Mr.  Shaw — Yes  fir;  go  and  give  them  bail  Co- 
lumbia. Now,  sir,  I  say  this  order  is  not  in  con- 
formity with  tbe  act  of  the  Legislature.  I  pre- 
sume that  a  week's  time  wii!  not  make  any  dif- 
ference. Let  us  have  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  1st  us  hear  from  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee if  there  isn't  a  difference  of  opinion  among 
them  as  to  tbe  propriety  of  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der. If  d; embers  of  that  committee  uo  not  see  fit 
to  answer  I  shall  believe  that  tney  do  not  under- 
stand    their     duties,   andj   they    ao    not    stand 


up  here  and  face  their  responsicilnies.  I 
have  beeD  informed  by  an  honorable  Alder- 
man th'S  evening  thai  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  amoug  the  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  ano  I  think  we  .  re  entirleri  io  know 
it.  I  am  in  favoi  of  Mystic  Valley  drainage ;  but  I 
want  to  know  what  the  difference  of  opinion 
amo'g  the  memuers  of  that  committee  is,  and 
then  i  «.ant  to  know  whether  Charie  town  is  go- 
ing to  stano  up  and  do  as  she  ought  to  do.  I  am 
in  favor  of  the  drainage  of  this  valley,  and  will 
say,  with  Sbakspeaie — 

"if  it  were  done,  when  'tis  done  then  't  were  well 

It  were  done  quickly." 

Mr.  Pesbody  of  Waid  9 — This  is  one  of  tboae 
questions  tvhere  there  is  something  to  be  said  on 
both  sides.  It  ia  a  matter  of  public  notoristy  that 
there  are  on  the  streams  which  flow  into  M\stic 
Pond  a  number  of  establishments  the  drainage 
f.oiu  which  is  vsry  offensive;  also  that  a  large 
number  of  o  welling  houses  discharge  their  drain- 
age m  such  a,  way  that  it  ultimately  finds  its  way 
into  Mystic  Pond.  Those  who  have  charge  of  the 
Mystic  water  have  be-u  very  desirous  of  finding 
some  way  io  remove  that  drainage  from  the  pond, 
and  the  city  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  an 
act  authorizing  the  construction  of  one  large 
teiver  in  the  Mystic  Valley,  th^  expense  to  be 
shared  by  tbe  towi  s  through  which  it  passed,  and 
the  sewage  to  be  carried  down  and  emptied  into 
tbe  sea ;  but  they  could  not  get  legislative  per- 
mission to  build  it.  They  did  succeed,  however, 
in  getting  legislative  |  ermission  to  build  a  small 
sewer,  rot  intended  to  dram  tbe  towns  of  Win- 
chester and  Woburn,  which  is  to  emoty  into  the 
lower  Mystic  Pond.  That  is  the  point  which 
struck  some  members  of  the  Finance  Committee 
as  veiy  objectiona'cle ;  it  seemed  to  be  short- 
sighted policy  to  eaipty  a  se-er  into  one  ol  our 
suburban  ponds.  In  mitigation,  however,  there  is 
a  clause  in  the  act  provicing  that  if  the  empty- 
ing ot  the  sewer  into  this  lane  causes  a  nui- 
sance, that  nnisaoce  shall  be  abated;  and  even 
with  that  provision,  the  priuciple  ot  discharging 
sewage  icto  one  of  our  suburban  ponds  seems  to 
have  a  great  many  objection:.  On  me  other  hand 
it  has  been  stated  that  the  impurities  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  empty  into  'o-wer  Mystic  Pond, 
ar-  now  pour-d  into  upper  Mystic  Pond,  which, 
furnishes  the  drinking  water  for  a  portion  of  the 
people  of  Boston;  and  if  it  is  ro  objectio  aDle  to 
have  tbeoi  io  the  lower  pond,  so  much  stronger  is 
the  reason  for  keeping  them  out  of  the  upper  one. 
It  >*;  true  that  ihe-e  impurities,  io  passing  from 
t*ieir  source  to  the  pood,  undergo  a  process  of  oxi- 
dation, and  when  they  reach  the  pond  they  are  much 
less  offensive;  butif  theyare  carried  therethrough 
a  close  sewer  from  which  the  noxious  ga>es  can- 
not escape,  the  pollution  will  be  so  much  greater 
when  it  gets  to  the  lower  pond.  For  these  reasons 
there  was  some  objection  in  too  Committee  ou 
Finance  against  the  passage  of  this  order.  But 
tbe  groueds  upon  which  ir  finally  passed  are 
that  the  committee  were  the  representatives  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  which  had  tried  to  get  permis- 
sion to  c«iy  the  draioage  down  to  tide  water,  bus 
bad  been  u  able  to  do  so,  and  had  obtained  a  per- 
mit to  build  this  sevrer;  and,  even  if  it,  is  only  a 
matter  of  temporary  expedi'  ncy,  they  thought  the 
drainage  shouid,  for  the  present,  be  turned  into  low- 
er Mystic  Lake.  The  commi  ttee  were  nearly  unani- 
mous iu  favor  of  the  order,  but  the  vote  was  not 
entirely  unanimous.  This  places  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Council  in  about  as  clear  a  light  as  I 
think  I :-.  m  able  to  make  it,  and  gentlemen  must 
form  their  own  judgment  upon  these  facts. 

Mr.  Stacey  ot  Wa-d  21 — 1  don't  know  that  any-' 
thing  I  can  say  will  have  any  weight  ia  this  mat- 
ter, the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  having  so  elo- 
quently described  the  need  of  this  sewer;  but  at 
the  same  time,  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view, 
I  hope  the  Council  will  let  this  order  go 
through  and  prevent  the  liability  to  disease. 
The  Mystic  water  has  #been  growing  worse 
and  worse  since  the"  freshets  of  last 
spring,  which  poured  all  the  impurities  into  the 
pond,  and  which  have  never  got  out.  Then,  from 
a  financial  point  of  view,  tbe  Mystic  Waterworks, 
as  you  are  all  aware,  is  a  paying  institution,  and 
it  will  soon  pay  back  this  entire  amount  into  the 
city  treasury. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  to  say  a  word 
in  explanation  as  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. It  appears  t?  be  a  question  whether  the 
filth  fro-j  a  number  of  tanneries  which  runs  into 
Mystic  Pond,  shall  be  poured  down  the  throats  of 
the  people  who  drink  the  water  from  that  place, 
or  oe  carried  by  sewer  into  another  pond  which, 
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as  was  shown  by  experts,  cannot  by  any  possibili- 
ty tecome  a  nuisance  for  at  least  ten  years.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward.  9,  wita  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  associated  on  the  Finauce 
Committee,  bas  explained,  io  a  very  clear  manner, 
the  position  of  the  committee,  and  there  are  only 
a  raw  other  points  to  whicb  I  would  like  to  call  at- 
tention. This  sewer  is  not  intended  for  drairaae 
only,  but  preservation  of  the  public  health.  It  is 
the  filth  from  a  numo-ri  of  tanneries  which  is  now 
used  by  a  i  onion  of  citizens  of  Boston  to  drink 
that  is  poured  into  uppei  Mystic  Pond.  There- 
fore, something  ought  not  only  to  be  cone, 
but  it  is  an  absolute  ueces-ity  in  a  sanitary 
point  of  view.  If  we  do  not  give  attention 
to  this  matter  now,  »e  may  run  the  riJt,  as 
has  keen  very  properly  expressed,  of  bringing  se- 
rious dises^e  upon  a  portion  of  the  citizens  ■  f  Bos- 
ton. Ashas  been  said,  the  city  of  Boston  mace  every 
effort  to  bave  an  act  passed  Dy  whicb  a  sewer 
coul.i  be  carried  to  tide  water.  I  will  not  rehearse 
that  cocte^t,  but  suffice  it  to  say  we  were  met  at 
eveiy  point  by  country  members  io  prevent  the 
carrying  out  cf  apian  that  we  would  bave  de- 
ferred to  this  one.  The  only  expedient  which 
could  oe  legally  obtained  provided  foi  emptying 
the  filth  into  thin  pond.  In  tbe  con  truction  of 
this  sewer  every  protection  is  piovided.  I  don't 
know  tbe  exact  terms  used  in  drainage,  but  there 
is  to  be  a  sort  of  trap  or  collection  rox  for  tb  e  filtd 
from  each  tannery,  which  I  understand  is  not  used 
iD  tbe  present  system  of  draioage.  Of  course  there 
is  a  very  natural  objection  rrom  tbe  residents 
about  tttie  lower  pond  to  having  any  sewer  empty 
into  it.  That  is  very  natural.  But  tb- residents 
are  comparatively  few  in  numbers,  so  to  speak; 
and  it  was  shown  fiom  tbe  testimony  of  experts 
tbat  the  einotying  of  the  drainage  theie  coulu  uot 
possibly  become  a  nuisance  for  at  least  ten  or  a 
dozen  years.  In  fact,  it  seemed  that  these  three 
points  presented  rbems  Ives  to  us — and  I  think  it 
has  all  been  discussed  End  talked  over  very  freely 
in  the  Citv  Government— tbatit  was  an  imoerative 
necessity  that  the  water  scould  be  purified  for  the 
benefit,  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  of  those  who 
use  it  for  drinking  purposes;  that  tbe  ■  uly 
possible  way  to  do  it  was  by  this  sewer,  wbicb 
must  be  carried  into  lower  Mystij  Po  a;  and 
that  the  apuropnation  asked  fur  was  the  outside 
limit  at  which  the  expense  In  J  been  placed.  It 
was  thought  that  it  might  be  done  at  a  cheaper 
rate;  but  this,  as  I  bave  stated,  is  the  outside 
limit.  Acting  upon  that  view  ot  the  esse,  as  pre- 
sented to  us,  the  committee  voted  almost  unani- 
mously m  favor  of  the  oioer  before  us  tonisrht. 
This,  I  feel  it  uiy  duty  to  say,  as  a  aieniber  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  in  reply  to  the  inquiries 
made  this  evening. 

Mr.  Shaw — 1  am  vexy  glad  to  hear  the  fair  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  who  is 
a  member  of  tbe  Finacce  Committee.  It  explains 
precisely  the  position  which  I  took.  It  is  a  moot- 
ed question,  and  one  upon  which  the  minds  or  ev- 
ery member  of  the  Council  should  be  male  up  be- 
fore he  votes  upon  it.  I  have  said  before — and  I 
think  the  people  of  the  Mystic  Valley  heard  me 
before  the  coinmiltee  of  tue  Legi  lature  when  I 
advocated  it— that  I  fayored  that  draiojsie.  T'ie 
lecessity  for  it  is  unquestioned,  and  the  only 
question  is  as  to  the  expediency  of  now  it  shall  be 
done  and  when.  It  is  no  use  forme  to  repeat 
wbat  1  have  said,  that  I  am  entiielyiu  favor  of 
purifying  tbe  Mystic  water.  Therefore  f  make 
this  statement,  so  tuatlrhall  not  be  misunder- 
stood. But  I  say  it  is  a  mooted  question,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  stated,  aid  it  is  a 
question  of  expediency  of  how  aud  when  it  shall 
be  done.  That  is  all  I  intended  to  call  atieutioa 
to.  I  have  gone  over  the  matter  day  and  evening 
with  the  Legislature,  and  I  advocated  a  much 
stronger  bill,  witn  moie  compreuensive  and  arbi- 
trary powers  than  this  act  contemplates.  But  it 
is  a  question  of  expediency  of  how  md  when  it 
shall  be  done.  I  only  say  it  to  call  atten- 
tion to  it,  and  I  have  nothing  further  to  say. 
If  the  City  Solicitor  says  che  oraei  is  in  conform- 
ity to  the  act  and  the  Finance  Committee  agree  to 
it,  I  shall  vote  tor  the  order.  But,  sir,  1  have 
known  how  that  department  called  the  City 
Solictor's  office,  with  its  five  or  six  assistants, 
does  not  attend  to  the  details  of  acts  passed  by  tbe 
Legislature.  I  would  cite  one  case  heie  tonight,  if 
ic  were'uecessary ;  but  it  is  not  necessary.  I  only 
wish  io  call  attention,  as  one  of  the  represecta- 
tives  of  this  city,  to  tbe  fact  that  I  haw  very  great 
doubt  whether  this  order  is  in  conformity  wito  the 
law. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  G— I  would  like  to  ask  the 


Committee  on  Water  whether  the  order  discussed 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  was  submitted 
to  ths  City  Solicitor,  and  whether  his  opinion  *ras 
obtained  on  it. 

Mr.  Wilson— It  was  tbe  cistinct  understanding 
of  tbe  committee  that  that  order  was  drawn  with 
tbe  distinct  approval  of  tie  City  Solicitor.  I  don't 
kiow  that  his  opinion  was  had  in  writing,  but  I 
know  that  question  was  raised  and  the  impression 
was  left  distinctly  on  my  mm-.'  tb? t  tois  order  was 
sufficient  to  protect  the  city  in  any  rights  and 
liabilities  it  may  assume  undev  the  act.  how,- sit. 
while  I  am  up  1  will  allude  to  the  shaoo-v 
ot  uncertainty  thrown  ovei  this  measure  by 
the  remarks  of  th?  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  from 
the  fact  that  tins  tewer  discharges  into  a  pond. 
Understand  that  thi'  question  went  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  House  of  Representative",  and  from 
there  to  tbe  Governor,  and  ihen  tnrough  tbe  va- 
rious to  vn  meetings,  and  now  it  has  cou.etoihe 
city  of  Boston.  The  city  aaked  to  be  allowed  to 
run  this  sewer  to  tine  water,  which  must  ulti- 
mately be  the  re.-ult  of  this  impr*- cement.  But 
the  oppoi  ents  brought  experrs  and  la. -yets  to  say 
that  it  v/as  a  great  deal  better  to  have  it  discharge 
into  the  pond  than  into  tide  water.  It  was  the 
same  way  when  ihe  committee  warned  to  dis- 
charge Piegan  Brook  into  Charles  Rivei; 
they  .-aid  it  was  a  great  de?J  better  to  dis- 
charge i;  into  a  little  pond,  than  into  a  large  body 
of  water  like  Charles  River,  where  it  could  be 
dissipated.  I  believe  in  holding  fast  to  that 
which  is  gooi ;  and  if  this  sewer  is  (rood,  I  believe 
in  taking  it.  I  believe  that  a  halfioaf  is  better 
than  none  at  all,  and.that  we  would  better  take  tbe 
half  and  then  « et  the  rest  when  we  can.  If  this 
sewer  is  ever  to  be  extended  to  che  sea,  it  must  be 
on  the  very  route  w  hich  cariies  it  to  the 
poud.  Th^n  if  a  nuisance  comes,  it  can  go 
on  to  ride  water.  But  you  must  know  that 
ths  citizens  of  Winchester  and  Wcbum  ae 
boaud  co  make  the  city  of  Boston  furnish 
craiuage  cor  the  whole  Mystic  Valley.  They 
nave  found  their  cesspools  overfiowirg,  and  that 
they  must  have  water  closets  and  the  most  ade- 
quate and  improved  system  of  drainage.  Ibey 
know  ibey  cannot  drain  into  that  pond,  for  the 
city  w,U  stop  it.  Cocsequently  they  are  bound  to 
compel  tbe  city  of  Bjston  to  drain  that  whole 
valley,  not  only  of  the  impurities  or  rue  present, 
bur  of  all  tuat  which  will  accumulate  from  those 
towns.  They  are  trying  to  make  the  city  lesponsi- 
ble  for  a  system  of  sewerage  th-t  will  cost  six 
or  seven  hundred  tbuus^nd  dollars.  It  was 
therefore  deemed  best  to  get  this  small 
system  of  craiuage,  which  would  be  to- 
tally within  the  control  of  the  city  and  which 
cannot  be  increased.  As  a  matter  of  ex- 
pedi  ucy  it  was  wis- and  proper  to  do  just  what 
has  oeeh  dure.  Now,  in  regaid  to  this  bugbear  ot 
secession,  no  man  in  bis  sen--=s  oelieves  it  is  going 
to  be  done:  aud  I  don't  believe  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  introducea  tbe  idea  here  io  sober 
earnest.  Idou'tcaie  what  newspapers  publish; 
people  publish  anything  they  bave  a  urailto.  I 
non't  believe  any  inan  believes  iu  it  iu  sober  eai- 
nest.  Now  as  to  the  legal  questiou,  I  dost  jre- 
tend  to  be  a  lawyer  and  wont  discus*  it.  I  believe 
the  order  is  right,  and  until  a  gentleman  rise s  in 
his  seat  and  shows  whe i e  it  is  repugnant  io  the 
act,  I  shall  believe  1 1  at  these  legal  objectio.  s  are 
like  the  sprouts  ou  the  Early  Rose  potatoes— all  in 
the  eye. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Wad  6— If  tbe  Cornuiitiee  on 
Water  re  uot  prepared  to  stats  definitely  that 
thisorde.  has  been  submitted  to  the  City  Solicit- 
or, I  hope  it  will  not  be  pressed  to  a  vote,  but  le- 
tecred  to  him  to  see  if  it  is  all  right.  It  may  be  all 
in  your  sve,  like  the  spivufs  on  the  Early  Rise  po- 
tatoes, but  when  th?  Legislature  gives  the  city  of 
Boston  power  to  build  this  s<-wer  I  dou't  'ike  the 
form  of  an  order  v.  hich  says  tbe  Mystic  Water 
Board  are  authorized  to  do  that  which  the 
city  ol  Boston  alone  was  given  po.\er  to 
do."  If  1  had  drawn  the  order  I  should 
have  said  according  to  plans,  etc..  and  uuder  the 
direction,  if  >ou  choose,  ot  the  Mystic  Wat .  r 
Board.  Ihere  is  ro  questiou  oui  that  the  city  of 
Boston  bas  authority  to  authorize  the  Mystic  Wa- 
ter Board,  but  it  is  a  point  that  may  be  taken  .11  - 
vantage  of.  For  one  I  should  pieter  to  have  it 
referred  to  the  Citv  Solicitor,  for  his  opinion.  If 
forced  to  vote  this  eveuiug  I  should  te.l  o<  u- 
straiued  to  vote  against  the  order. 

Mi.  Wilson— As  the  order  will  have  to  lie  over 
till  next  m  etiug  unless  the  rule  is  suspended 
would  suggest  that,  as  the  necessity  of  tie  work 
is  apparent, no  obstacles  be  MMseu   to  its  taking 


SEPTEMBER      2 ,       1875 


4^2 


the  regular  course  tonight,  aucl  it  there  are  legal 
objections  it  can  beauieuded  at  the  next  a>eethig. 

Mi.  Shaw— When  my  friend  from  Ward  12  sees 
fit  to  refer  to  the  Eaily  Rose  potatoes,  1  shou'd 
like  to  kuow  if  he  means  tbe  potatoes  by  which 
his  First  Regiment  Baou  was  assaulter!  oy  sotne 
of  Ms  constituents  in  Ward  12. 

The  Pie -idem —The  gentleman  must  not  in- 
dulge in  peisonalities,  but  confine  his  remarks  to 
the  question. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  to  inquire 
merely  for  information  wbethei  it  is  expected 
that  this  sewer  win  be  Bufficjeot  to  piovide  per- 
manently tor  the  sewage  ot  this  district,  or  at 
leatt  for  te  j  oi  twenty  years?  and  in  case  of  in- 
creased manufacturing  in  the  district,  whet  her  it 
inav  not  become  necessary  to  abandon  ihis  sewer, 
or  decidedly  enlarge  it? 

Mr.  Devereux— From  my  own  personal  knowl- 
edge of  this  matter  I  can  say  that  tbestwer  will 
be  unvote  for  tn a  purpose  for  which  it  is  now  in- 
tended—aud  that  is  i  he  drainage  of  th"  various 
tanneries  of  Wobtun  and  Winchester.  The  Mye 
tic  Water  Board  helu  conferences  with  the  Win- 
Chester  and  Woburu  town  authorities,  but  th  re 
was  a  ditt'etence  of  opinion,  a  direct  conflict  be- 
tween them  and  the  cowus  on  the  ques  ion  of  sew- 
erage. Thev  hav;;  no  sewerage  system,  but,  like 
all  other  suburban  towns  who  wish  togettbc  bene- 
fit of  imptovementsof  this  kind,  they  tried  tomakt 
the  ci'y  bear  tlie  whole  cxyerse.  They  tore  fled 
to  make  the  city  ot  Boston  build  tuis  sewer,  and 
then  to  get  the  tree  use  of  it.  But  the  Mvstic 
Water  Board,  aftei  Boding  that  they  could  get  no 
satisfaction  from  the  towns,  considered  tea  sewer 
necessary  to  protect  ins  l™ke  Irons  the  impurities 
whi  'h  flo"w  lino  ir.  Ueotlemen  froao  Ward  1  have 
asked  on  this  floor  that  thev  may  havt  the  Co- 
cbituat}  instead  of  the  Mystic,  on  t Hat  account ; 
iiidalthoughthecitizensof  Chirlestown  luew  ihat 
ii  was  to  a  certain  extent  impure,  thev  bore  with 
it  until  such  time  as  they  could  get  redress.  The 
Mystic  Water  Board  don  t  come  here  and  ask  us 
to  pay  out  $200,000  for  this  work  without  any  re- 
turn; for  they  are  paying  mtr  the  citv  treasury 
$260,000  a  year,  while  the  excuses  2ie  something 
like  $90,000— e,  large  surplus,  sir.  As  the  gertlemau 
from  Wa.d  12  saio,  it  is  one  of  tin  best  paying  in- 
stitutions in  the  city.  Iris  a  matter  ot  targe  in- 
come, sir,  and  all  we  ask  is  to  have  our  water  tol- 
eiabl-*  pure  for  drinking  purposes.  As  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  0  [Mr.  Gutiid]  said,  in  a  sanitary 
viewitisnecessaiy ;  for  why  should  we  at  ink  filtu? 
Should  we  stand  on  a  legal  quibble  in  such  a  case? 
We  ask  this  as  a  matter  of  right.  I  don't  desi  retina' 
action  tonight,  bat  I  do  want  to  see  it  accomplish- 
ed befoie  the  cold  weather  comes. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  suggested  that  the  hour 
was  late  and  tb-re  was  much  other  business,  and 
that  tbt  otder  had  better  be  reft  rred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  to  settle  tee  legal  questions 
raise d,  ano  he  so  moved. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6  moved  to  substitute  the 
Committee  on  Water,  who  have  Lad  charge  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Noyes  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Crocker  ot  Ward  6  suggested  that  under 
rule  27  ah  disputed  quetions  of  law  have  to  bs 
referred  to  toe  judiciary. 

Mr.  Kimball  thought  it  wasnil  a  disputed  ques- 
tion of  law;  it  was  only  tne  proper  form  ot  an 

01X'6i>. 

The  motion  to  refet  to  the  Committee  on  Water 
prevaded.    Sent  up. 

CITY  REGISTRAR  AND  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  order  requesting  Mayor  to  petition  General 
Court  for  an  act  transtetiing  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  or  to  some  officer  appointed  by  them,  the 
poweis  and  duties  notv  exercised  by  City  Regis- 
trar (City  Doc,  No.  70),  came  dawn,  siibstituted  for 
the  order  in  said  document,  passed  by  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  that  the  subject  be  laid  on 
the  table,  to  a  vait  the  ltport  of  the  Committee  on 
City  Registrar's  Depaitme at.    Carried. 

TRUSTEE  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

An  order  cam?  dowu  to  ascertain  if  a  vacancy 
exists  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, and  it  so  to  nominate  a  candidate  to  till 
the  same 

Indefinitely  postponed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kim- 
ball of  Ward  6,  as  u.'  ueces  itv  for  c?e  inquiry  ex- 
ists, Mr.  Cuitu  havvn  •  tendered  his  resignation. 

A  communicatioj  from  the  Trustees  ot  the 
Public  Library,  transmitting  the  resignation  of 
D.  S.  Curtis    as    tiustee  ot  tthe    Public  Library, 


came  down  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  it  was  not  customary  to  refer 
such  resignations,  but  to  accept  them.  On  his 
motion  the  reference  was  uon- concurred  iu  and 
the  resignation  «as  accepted. 

Mi.  Kimball  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Libraiy 
be  requested  to  report  the  name  of  a  suitable 
candidate  to  till  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Daniel  S.  Curtis. 

Read  t«ice  and  passed. 

Sev-  rally  sent  up. 

ENGINE   1JOUSE  IN  WARD   15. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  purcha.-e  of  3800 
feet  ot  laud,  more  or  less,  on  Washington  street. 
Ward  15,  and  tbe  erection  thereon  ot  an  engine 
house,  at  a  cost  for  land  and  building  of  $8000. 

Ins  question  was  OB  giving  the  order  a  sr-cond 
reading. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— I  would  liae  to  ask  wnat 
this  matter  is.  Will  some  member  of  the  com- 
mittee explaio?  it  has  been  reported  to  me  that 
ibis  is  an  enormous  price  tor  this  quantity  of  land. 
It  may  be  so  oi  it  ms.y  not.  I  would  like  to  have 
it  explan  ed. 

Mr.  Burdict  of  Ward  10 — Tue  price  to  be  paid 
for  the  1  aid  is  eighty  cents  ptr  foot.  The  sub- 
committee, ot  wbieb  I  was  one,  were  unable  to 
find  c.  lot  anywhere  ir  the  m  ighborhood  so  cheap 
as  this  that  was  eligiol-  for  the  purpose.  We 
speut  considerable  time  out  there,  and  previous  to 
cur  going  tbe  Fire  Commissioners  went  over  the 
ground.  We  were  all  satisfied  that  there  is  no 
land  aboji  there  so  well  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  the  city  as  this.  Moreover,  since  the  matter 
w a- held  in  abeyance  in  th-  Board  of  Aldermen 
we  lookeo  over  it  a  second  time,  seeing  the  patties 
and  living  to  s>et  5.  better  price.  They  dec  i n ed  to 
make  a  better  pi  ice  ■•nd  do  net  care  whether  the> 
sell  to  the  city  or  not.  We  ae  c  mfiued  to  a  com- 
paratively small  lacalitv;  but  it  is  there  that  we 
v  ant  tbe  engine  bouse. 

Mr.  Cr.acher  ot  Ward  15-1  would  ask  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  ,\hether  if  the  city  pur- 
chases this  laud  they  ca a  build  ao  engine  house 
there,  it  be;ng  next  to  a  church,  and  the  law  not 
allowing  a  stable  within  so  many  feet  of  a  chinch. 

Mr.  Burd.tt  of  Ward  1G — I  am  unable  to 
answer  the  gentleman's  question.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  lav  is,  and  I  don't  know  how  near 
the  stable  comes  to  the  building.  Tne  lot  ot  land 
ptoposeri  to  be  boagbt  is  adjoining  tb-tou  whico 
a  etiurch is  situated.  The  question  has  not  been 
raised  m  my  heaiiog,  and  1  do  tot  knew  anything 
about  it. 

Mr.  Thacher  ci  Ward  15 — O.e  of  the  ?sses«ois 
told  me  tjat  this  lot  is  taxed  at  sixty  cents  per 
foot,  but  that  the  city  does  uot  take  the  cornei 
lot.  Aud  cne  of  rbe  Assessors  who  did  not  assess 
thepioperty  mid  me  that  it  was  doibtfu)  if  it 
would  bring  fifty  cents  per  foot  at  auction.  He 
was  quire  sure  it  would  not.  Ttut  was  about  a 
week  ago.  I  went  through  tJie  ristrit  and  asked 
prope-tv  holders  aiouud  there,  and  they  told  me 
that  eighty  cents  pei  foot  was  a  big  pri^e  foi  it. 

Mr.  Burditt  or  Ward  10— All  that  may  be  very 
true.  It  is  tot  very  often  that  the  city  ha5-  an  op- 
portunity to  buy  by  aucti  in  such  pieces  of  land  a- 
it  wants.  It  does  not  appeal  that  acy  land  is  go- 
ing to  be  offered  by  auction.  I±  we  had  utder- 
taken  to  buy  the  corner  lot  the  parties  would  not 
have  sold  for  less  than  a  dollar  a:  d  a  quarter  per 
foot. 

Mr.  Cioiker  ot  Ward  6 — I  think  I  can  answer 
the  question  in  regard  to  the  buil  jing  of  a  stable 
near  the  church.  The  law  provides  tor  stables 
where  hoises  or  carriages  are  kept  for  hire  oi  to 
let.    It  would  cot  apply  to  such  a  stable  as  this. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  care  what  the 
law  mav  be.  Tcis  is  a  direct  question  as  to  the 
value  of  the  land.  I  had  occasion  to  be  called 
upon,  two  v/ee'?s  ago,  to  take  a  ilepos  tio.i  in  tue 
neighborhood,  and  I  a«ksd  toe  neighbors  abont 
this  land.  I  found  that  the  land  in  the  neighbor- 
hood is  taxed  for  about  forty  cent- pei  loot.  1 
look  occasion  to  ask  a  membei  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil liping  in  the  vicinity,  who  knows  the  value  of 
the  land,  and  lie  placed  it  at  thirty-five  cents 
per  foot.  Now,  if  this  land  passes  thiougn 
two  or  three  hands  brtore  it  reach;*  us,  let 
us  ki  ow  it.  Is  the  city  of  Boston  to  be 
gouged  m  this  ivay.  This  is  not  the  first,  second, 
third  or  fourth  time.  I  do  not  waut  to  mention 
any  names,  but  this  land  is  not  woith  fifty  cents 
per  foot,  an  t  the  average  assessment  is  not  forty 
cents.    During  tbe  present  depressed  state  of  real 
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estate  it  would  not  bring  more  than  thirty-five 
cents  per  toot.  loo  not  care  about  +his  legal 
question,  but  irt  us  have  this  matter  investigated, 
ana  know  whether  the  city  of  Bost  >n  is  paying 
doubl"  price.  I  have  hid  the  audacity  to  sav  here- 
tofore i hat  if  tbe  cityofBostoo  has  anything  to 
sell  she  is  oblige!  to  sel'  for  tweoty-five  per  cenr. 
le^s  than  au  individual  and  if  she  has  any- 
thing to  bu\  she  is  obhged  to  pay  twen^y-fice 
per  c  nt.  more.  Now,  I  ask  ii;this  is  right?  Is  it 
right  for  us  to  sit  her=  in  our  seats  and  vote  for 
siicb  measures?  "'Moiiy  a  niickle  make  a 
rnuckle,"  says  the  old  Scotchman.  "Little  by  lit- 
tle the  birds  builds  her  ne*t."  And  bttle  by  little 
thesr  extraordinary  purchases  for  eiigiu;  houses 
and  schoolbous-s  which  the  City  Government 
makes  cieep  into  millions.  Does  it  become  the 
City  Governmect  to  bs  satisfie  i  about  this ?  My 
atte  tion  was  called  to  it  at  ctiehrst,aod  I  intend- 
ed to  a;k  for  an  explanation.  I  hope  whac  little  I 
have  said  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  enormity  ot  tbe  expenditures,  and  toe  fact 
tbat  we  are  paying  double  price  for  this  laao. 

Mr.  Burclitt  ot  Ward  16— So  far  as  tbis  property 
passing  tnrough  double  bancs  is  concerned, 
Messrs.  Sbecaro  ami  Chester  claim  to  own  it,  and 
I  have  no  dbu'ot  they  do.  The  committee  treated 
with  the  owners.  As  to  the  piice,  tbat  is  as  low  as 
they  will  sell  the  land.  We  1  >oked  at  several 
other  pieces  of  land  in  the  neighborhooo,  and 
this  is  no  aoubt  the  cheapest  all  round.  If  tbe 
city  can  buy  land  there  at  h  less  piice,  no  oae  will 
be  more  glad  of  ic  than  I.  It  is  necessa  y  to  have 
an  engine  house  in  that  locality,  and  we 
are  couched,  of  course  to  quite  a  small 
radius  m  our  search  for  the  land.  If 
tbe  Council  desire  i  we  can  adveitise  for  propo- 
sals. Theie  has  teen  a  treat  deal  of  talk  a  I  out  it 
si^ce  this  ore er  was  first  offerto,  but  this  is  the 
cneapesc  lor  rhat  could  be  found,  except  one 
which  tbe  Fire  Commissioners  looked  ar,  and 
winch  the  sub-committee  has  since  looked  at  and 
deemed  the  most  expensive  iD  price,  ano  the  coin- 
missroneis  come  around  to  our  opinion  io  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  called  tor  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  giving  the  order  a  secoud 
reading. 

Tbe  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  loot  by  a  ris- 
ing vote — 2  for,  25  against. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  secono'  reading. 

'petition  presented. 

By  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— 

Petition  of  T.  H.  Carbrev,  foi  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  West  Silver  stieet. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  n.nd  in- 
spection ot  Buildings. 

NORTHAMPTON- STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Train  of  Waid  13  submitted  the  following, 
fiom  tbe  Committee  on  the  Northampton-street 
District: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Joseph  Nickerson,  for  compensation  for 
damages  to  his  estate  on  Hunueman  itreet,  the 
petitioner  haviog  brought  his  suit  In  court  tor  the 
recovery  of  the  alleged  damages.  Accepted. 
Seut  up. 

Report  on  petition  ot  Bridget  Doulan,  for  abate- 
ment of  assessment  for  raising  toe  grade  of  her 
estate  on  Orange  court,  recommending  the  pass- 
age ot  the  following: 

Oraere  l,  That  the  assessment  upon  th»  estate 
of  Bridget  Doulan,  on  Orange  court,  for  raising 
the  grade  thereof,  as  provided  by  chapter  340  of 
tbe  acts  of  the  year  1873,  amounting  co  S214.be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE    PARK    COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Wilsou  of  Ward  12  offered  the  folio  viug: 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  nn  order  providing  the  means 
for  paying  the  expenses  incurred  bv  ihe  Park 
Commissioners  for  clerical  services,  and  for  ad- 
vertising, printing,  traps,  plans  and  stationery. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  a  suitable  office  (or 
the  use  of  tbe  Park  Commissioners,  and  the  neces- 
sary furniture  and  fixtures  for  the  same;  the  ex- 
pense to  be  charged  to  ths  appropriation  for  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reach  sir. 

EAST  BOSTON    HIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Da;'  of  Ward  1,  tbe  Council 
took  from  tbe  table  toe  report  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  furnish  accommodations  for  a  high  school 


in  E.st  Bostoa,  and  the  substitute  order  to 
fur  ui=h  such  accommodations.  (Citv  Doc  rime  r  t 
No.  93.) 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  substitute 
the  oi  der  for  the  report. 

Mr.  Day— This  is  an  important  matter  to  the 
people  of  East  Boston,  and  one  Ithink  that  should 
be  settled  c  might.  East  Boston  as&s  for  >h>s,  not 
on  account  of  any  lack  of  high-school  accommo- 
dations in  the  city,  but  oa  account  of  the  oifficulty 
of  reaching  them,  owing  to  our  isolated  position. 
If  this  school  is  established  in  East  Boston,  the  to- 
tal number  ot  scholais  there  will  tou=  have  the 
advautages  of  obtaining  a  higher  education. 
Tbat  rhis  is  ttue  is  evident  from  th?  tact 
that  East  Boston  has  more  scholars  between 
tbe  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  than  Charlestown ;  yet 
Cbarlestoivn  has  215  pupils  in  hex  high  school, 
while  East  Bost  <n  sends  but  118  to  the  city.  The 
fact  tnat  there  are  high  schools  outside  of  the  cen- 
tral one  is  to  me  the  strongest  argument  m  favor 
of  tbis  school,  remembericg  that  one-tenth  ot  the 
pupils  are  located  the  e.  It  can  be  done  at  this 
time  at  a  very  moderate  expense,  the  city  ownicg 
a  building  in  which  theie  is  a  vacant  room  suit- 
able for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  .f  age  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  substitute  order 
of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  1  will  not  be  adopted, 
but  tbf.t  the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  ac- 
cepted, tor  the  reasons  therein  r-iven.  The  city 
already  supports  nine  high  schools.  It  bad  only 
one  originally,  but  each  ancexatioa  of  additional 
temtoi'y  brought  anorber.  The  masters  ot  these 
bigo  schools  receive  the  same  salary  as  that  of  the 
master  of  the  English  High  School  on  Bedford 
street;  and  if  we  establish  this  school  we  shall 
having  another  teacher  orawiug  an  equal 
salary  with  tbe  other  masters.  Tbe  city  expend- 
ed over  S284.0U0  last  year  for  hub  schools,  and  I 
thiuk  it  is  pretty  generally  understood  that  under 
tht  present  management  of  the  School  Boaidthe 
expense  of  maintaining  the  public  school.'  is  very 
much  givater  than  it  should  be,  and  that  a  great 
many  expensive  ideas  and  notions  have  Deen  in- 
troduced  that  should  not  be.  On  the  1st  of 
next  January  a  new  system  will  begin,  un- 
der a  small.  compacr  body  of  men,  who 
will  take  this  matter  into  caivful  consioerariou. 
Uuder  thrse  cirenmsta;  ces  I  think  it  is  uowise 
for  the  city  to  take  any  steps  at  the  present  time 
which  will  tend  to  complicate  school  matters,  or 
put  the  new  hour  ic  such  a  position  that  thev  may 
be  embarrassed  by  any  previous  action  of  the  Cit'y 
Council  or  School  Board.  The  gentleman  fiorii 
Ward  1  suggests  tbat  this  can  be  done  at 
a  very  small  expense.  Possibly  it  may 
f'ir  a  very  short  time;  but  if  That  school 
i«  established,  they  will  ^ant  the  same  high-school 
facilities,  such  as  a  chemical  apparatus  and  all  the 
appurtenances,  that  are  possessed  by  the  other 
high  schools.  They  would  soon  want  a  high- 
scbool  building,  as  a  high  school  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully continued  in  one  room.  It  requires  a 
separate  building,  with  a  head  master,  sub-master 
and  corps  of  assistants,  and  the  classes 
will  have  to  be  graded  to  make  it  avail- 
able. The  Normal  School,  which  had  the 
last  year  only  sixtv-four  pupils,  are  in  the 
building  of  tie  Girls'  High  School  on  Newton 
street,  and  ever  since  tbey  h-.ve  been  theie  tbey 
bave  been  trying  to  get  out.  No  doubt  eventually 
a  building  will  hive  to  be  Elected  for  that  school". 
Nearly  every  step  of  tbe  School  Board  seems  to  be 
to  incur  expenses;  and  it  would  be  difficult,!  think, 
to  fiud  in  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year  »ny 
tendeucy  to  decrease  expenditures.  ,\«  this  whole 
system  is  to  undergo  a  veiy  radical  change  at  an 
early  dav,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  world  be  very  uu- 
»ise  to  establish  this  high  school  in  East  Boston 
no  v.  I  admit  that  access  to  the  school  in  Bedford 
street  aud  to  the  Gins"  High  School  is  difficult 
and  afe  ded  with  some  inconvenience  to  rhe  pu- 
pil «  m  East  Boston;  but  they  oo  not  have  farther 
to  come  than  many  others,  mid  they  are  furnished 
with  free  terry  tickets.  A  groat  many  boys  and  girls 
attend  the  schools  on  Bedford  and  Newton  street* 
from  places  in  Dorchester  and  Roxburv  which 
are  tartner  off  tlrsn  tlross  fiom  -.-Inch  tbe  Bast 
Bosto  i  pupils  come.  Taking  tbc  whole  matter  in- 
to considers  lieu,  I  feel  that  there  are  ten  argu- 
ments agaust  establishing  this  S3hool  at  present 
to  one  for  rt. 

Mr.  Karrig.v:  of  Waul  1— The  gentleman  has 
spoken  very  hilariously  against  tbe  public  schools 
in  anticipation  of  what  is  to  take  place  in  the  fu- 
ture alo  g  with  what  has  been  tn  the  past.  The 
people  ot  East  Boston  have  asked  for  these  addi- 
tional accommodations,  and   ??e  as  parents  feel 
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the  necessity  of  them  very  much.  There  are  not 
probablv  30,000  people  in  Boston  who  feel  as  we  do 
upon  this  high-school  matter;  and  with  gieat  rs- 
spect  tor  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  I 
think  myself  that  the  request  might  have  been  at- 
tended to  differently  and  with  a  little  moie  courtesy. 
Instead  of  that,  all  that  was  put  into  the  leport 
was  a  tew  reasons  why  toe  school  should  not  be 
established.  The  writer  goes  very  strorgly  mio 
the  expense  attending  the  rnasltr.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  masters  of  high  schools  are  very  ex- 
pensive luxuries,  and  that  theie  is  an  expense  at- 
tending schoolbouses.  We  ail  agree  that  they  Bra 
vtrv  expensive.  But  we  do  not  need  a  school- 
house  for  high-school  purposes  in  East  Boston,  if 
we  get  one,  and  shall  not  for  yeais  to  come.  I 
think  ic  is  unnecessary  to  go  over  that  or  ovei  the 
matter  of  th-  very  high  salary  of  the  master.  The 
geii'leman  from  "Ward  9  speaks  ot  chile ren  com- 
ing tie m  the  North  Eoil,  Roxbuiy. and  the  High- 
lauds  10  the  high  school  on  Bedford  «-tieet. 
Some  of  then  con.e  as  tar  as  from  Win- 
chester. But  they  have  horss  cats  to  carry 
thpm  by  the  building)  wbilb  our  children  in  East 
Boston,  except  on  one  sireet,  have  :o  walk 
a  mile  oi  a  mile  a»,d  a  half  to  get  to  that  line 
of  cars  which  bring*  tbem  anywhere  i  ear  this 
high  school.  Mr.  President,  I  know  children  that 
have  to  walk  two  miles  anr  a  half  to  get  to  that 
line  of  curs  running  on  Meridian  stieel  eo  that 
they  may  Eet  to  the  hign  school  in  Boston  proper. 
I  know  childr  n  tbs:t  have  to  ge'  up  and  make 
their  little  toilets  at  half-past  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  swallow  a  cup  of  coffe  or 
tea  and  run  to  get  the  car.  I  ktow 
parents,  sir,  in  East  Boston  who  will  not 
set. d  their  children  to  the  high  school  in  Bedford 
stieet  because  they  believe  they  are  pending  them 
to  earlv  graves.  I  know  one  young  man  in  partic- 
ular who  has  been  rendered  perfectly  useless  for 
himself  or  anybody  el;e  by  running  for  horse  cars 
a,nd  wanting  early  and  lata  in  rain  ano  stoun  to 
get  to  the  high  school.  And  yet  we  are  told  that 
it  is  inexpedient  to  save  the  lives  of  these  children, 
by  doing  what?  not  by  building  a  building,  but  by 
simply  paying  a  master  for  that  locality  and  put- 
tug  tii  sixty-five  desks  and  chairs.  The  gentle- 
man says  that  is  all  we  have  or  we  may  have 
one  hundred.  I  think  we  have;  but  he  knows 
better,  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction.  Now,  sir,  I  think  this  might  be 
divided  into  two  propositions,  and  be  put  into 
brttei  shape  than  a  simple  curt  report  inexpe- 
dient. There  is  not  a  father  or  a  mother  of  a 
family  in  that  section  who  does  not  wish  for  this 
nigh  school.  We  are  poor  there— very  pool  iu  - 
deed — poor  in  everything  but  honesty  and  indus- 
tiy;  that  we  are  rich  in.  We  are  poor  in  crimi- 
nals; for  every  crime  committed  there  we  are 
obliged  to  import  the  criminal.  Now.  sir,  1  do  want 
to  save  our  children.  Mr.  President,  a  little  girl 
leaves  her  bed  in  the  morniug  at  six  o'clock.  She 
performs  her  toilet,  takes  ft  cup  of  te*,  and  has  to 
run  a  mile,  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles,  to  cat  h 
the  horse  car  at  twenty  minutes  befoie  eight 
o'clock,  in  order  to  get  to  school  at  niue.  "What  is 
she  good  for  the  rest  of  the  day?  Aid  yet  the 
committee  tell  us  it  is  inexpedient,  to  save  the 
lives  of  th fise  children;  some  tune  or  other  there 
will  be  a  revolution.  We  want  to  save  the  lives 
of  our  present  boys  aud  girls.  It  is  necessarv. 
There  has  not  beeu  au  order  passed  in  this  Coun- 
cil, wdiile  I  have  been  -.  member  of  it,  that  is  more 
reasonable  and   more  necessary  for  the  lite  and 


well-being  of  our  childien  than  this  order  now  be- 
foie us. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  asree  most  heartily, 
most  sympathetically, with  the  last  speaker  in  the 
whole  of  his  remarks.  I  think  if  there  is  anything 
whi^b  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to  do  today  it  is  to 
establish  a  high  school  in  East  Boston.  Gentle- 
men may  laugh  at  it  if  th:y  will,  but  there  are  30,- 
000  people  over  there  se.oaiated  from  the  city  prop- 
er by  deep  water.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  has 
referred  to  ihe  difficulty  which  thc.  bovs  and  girls  of 
East  Boston  experience  in  gottirg  to  the  high 
school  io  the  city.  Sh,  there  are  fathers  and 
mothers  in  East  Boston  »ho  do  not  dar<>,  with 
the  tiamps  that  infest  the  city,  to  allow  tueir 
little  children  to  come  alone  lo  Bo-ton.  It  is  not 
safe  for  rhem  to  do  it.  Here,  cir,  is  a  very  large 
and  numerously  signed  petition  of  citizens  and 
taxpayers  ot  Ease  Boston  fo.  a  high  school  to  be 
established  theie  ;  ana  a  gentleman  rises  m  b<s 
pl;,ce  and  brings  up  an  objection  which  the  wind 
watts  away  in  a  moment.  When  I  was  a  member 
of  this  honovable  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction last  year,  a  school  building  was  asked 
for  on  the  Back  Bay.  Th3  commitiee  said 
emphatically  it  was  not  needed.  Then  up  come 
the  learned,  astute  and  profound  lawyers,  ern- 
p'oyed  and  pai  1  by  those  eminent  ai:d  a  isrocratic 
citizens,  and  prevailed  upon  that  honorable  com- 
mittee to  establish  a  school  in  that  district,  as 
needles  in  itself  doubtless  as  the  fifth  whtel  of  a 
coach  ;  and  now,  when  30,000  citizen?,  separated 
from  us  by  deep  water,  a*k  for  the  privileges  for 
which  they  have  as  taxpayers  paid,  they 'are  de- 
nied curtly  and  shortly,  as  my  friend  has  said.  It 
is  not  right,  decent,  just,  propnr  nor  becoming, 
sir,  to  the  Athens  of  America,  the  city  of  ltarn- 
ing,  justice  and  puritv,  ■  s>r,  it  may  be 
called,  until  the  miserable  skunks,  scamps 
and  scoundrels  that  have  filled  our  streets 
and  those  of  East  Boston,  who  have  come 
upon  the  stage  and  taken  little  boys  and  mur- 
oered  and  abused  them,  as  has  been  done,  are  re- 
moved. Give  a  high  school  to  these  30,000  people 
where  they  may  get  the  learning  we  all  in  the  city 
pioper  are  obtaiuing  for  our  children.  Give  tbem 
au  opportunity,  and  may  God  speed  them  iu  their 
earnest  endeavor. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— Tiie  questien  hetore 
us  is  ODe  which  will  interest  all  'the  Council  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Bt-t  the  attendance  tonight  is 
ihin.  The  subject  is  one  which  desetves  a  great 
deal  of  earnest  consiieratioa.  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  has  pointed  out,  ic  is  not  the 
commencement  which  costs  so  much  but  the 
necessary  step"  which  follow.  In  regard  to  this 
question' of  lne-h  schools  I  have  my  decided  con- 
victions, and  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  differ  in  many 
respects  from  the  opinions  expressed.  It  wou'd 
take  some  arguments  to  convince  me  of  tbe  neces- 
sity of  establishing  a  high  school  in  East  Boston, 
or  of  maintaining  some  of  those  established  in 
other  parts  of  the  city.  I  wish  to  have  that  dis- 
cusseaby  those  who  havs  sirot,g  reasons  for  es- 
tablishing them.  For  that  reason  and  for  the 
purpose  that  it  may  come  before  the  Council  at 
the  most  favorable  moment,  as  I  understand  if  we 
stop  the  discussion  at  the  present  time  it  will 
come  up  as  unfinished  business  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  when  I  trust  tbe  attendance 
will  be  larger,  I  m^ve  that  the  Council  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  prevailed  and  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 


465 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER   6,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIBMED. 

Public  Weigher— George  R.  Coffin. 

JUBOBS  DBAWN. 

Ttree  gia:d  and  five  petit  jurors  were  drawn 
for  the  Septem  aer  term  of  tbe  United  States  Dis- 
trict Court,  and  four  grand  jurors  for  Superior 
Criminal  Court. 

OBDEBS  OP  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  Tbe  subjects  of  constructing  seweis  in 
Fifth  street,  from  H  to  I  street;  m  Bremen  street, 
hetween  Brooks  and  Putnam  streets;  in  Rosliu 
street,  Roxburv;  in  Maverick  street,  between 
Lamson  and  Jeffries  streets;  in  Fifth  street,  be- 
tween P  and  Q  streets ;  and  in  Q  street,  between 
Fiftb  street  and  tide  water,  were  severally  con- 
sidered on  orders  of  notice.  No  one  appeared  to 
object,  and  tbe  petitions  were  recommitted  to  tbe 
Coommittee  on  Se  vers. 

Cambridge  Railroad  Company.  The  petition  of 
tbis  company  for  leave  to  lay  an  additional  track 
in  Lsverett  s'treer,  from  Cragie's  Bridge  to  Bright- 
on .'■tieet,  was  considered  on  an  oroer  of  notice. 
No  one  appeai  ed  to  object,  and  the  matter  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Henry  Kryp,  to  be  paid  for  damages  at 
579  Dorchester  avenue,  on  account  of  laying  out 
Swett  sti»et. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  J.  W.  Maloonet 
al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Salem-street  avenue,  Cbarles- 
town. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Armories.  Ninth 
Regiment  Infaniry,  M.  V.  M.,  tbat  the  City  Coun- 
cil assume  a  bill  of  $180  contracted  oy  them  for 
the  use  of  the  dd'l  sbed  of  tbe  Massachusetts  In- 
stitute of  TV choology. 

To  the  Joint  Commiteee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  William  H.  Wbittncie,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooc'en  building  si'uated  on  land 
and  wharf  near  foot  ot  K  street,  Soui  b  Boston. 

Morns  &  Ireland,  for  leave  to  eiect  a  wooden 
building  situated  on  rear  41  Bristol  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows:  F.  L.  Pierce,  new  wooden,  one-  horse, 
March  •.  treet,  Ward  16;  N.  C.  Decker,  old  wooden, 
five  horses,  Swett  street,  corner  Ellery  street; 
B.  Royce,  new  wooden,  t*o  horses,  m  lear  or 
Leonard  sireet;  George  H.  Pike,  new  wooden,  two 
borf  e  -,  Woodviile  square. 

Charles  Richardson  et  al.,  against  the  erection 
of  a  stable  on  High  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  E.  Bowe, 
that  G  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  streets, 
be  graded. 

Michael  MeDermott,  to  be  paid  lor  grade  dam- 
ages at  70  Atheus  street. 

VVilnam  L.  Jobnso  etal.,  tor  a  plank  sidewalk  in 
"Washington  street,  Ward  17,  between  Basto  clace 
a  d  Dudley  avenue. 

Dexter  Humphreys  et  al.,  tbat  Humphrey's 
court  be  l.amed  Humphiey's  place;  ai so  thai  the 
proposed  street  from  738  Dudley  street  to  Huon- 
parev  street  oe  called  Hurnphiey  square. 

E.  S.  Winchester  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  a  track 
from  (he  Old  Colony  Railroad  across  Foundry 
street  to  their  building  on  Foundry  street,  South 
Bost  ;B. 

A.  T.  Meserve  fT  eogestones  and  brick  side- 
walk on  Thornton  street. 

A.  Hoitt  &  Sons  et  al.,  that  Canal  street  be  re- 
paved  from  Travers  to  Causeway  street. 

L.  W.  Shaw,  tor  leave  to  move  a  woolen  build- 
ing f'-om  East  Dover  street  to  Harrison  avenue, 
near  Bristol  street. 

George  R.  Fowler,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Eliot  street,  Ward  17. 

Joseph  S.  Hyde  et  al.,  that  sidewalk's  be  laid 
and  gutters  paved  on  Bowdoin  street ,  Ward  16, 
from  Greeo  to  Washington  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
o£  Theresa  M.  Lord,  10  Akron  street;  M.  L.  Eaton, 
46  Linwood  street;  A.  &  J.  McLaren,  corner  of 
Prescott  and  Saratoga  streets. 


NOTICE  OF  CLAIM. 

Notice  was  recsivedfrom  Charles  L.  Smith  etal., 
of  their  claim  to  a  portion  of  land  in  front  of  es- 
tate of  Stephen  Smith  on  Tremont  street,  corner 
of  Springfield  stieet.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  romovol  of  a  tree  from  738  Main 
street,  Charlestown.    Passed. 

PAPEBS  FKOM  THE    COMMON     COUNCIL    FOB    CON- 
CUBBENCE. 

Petition  of  T.  H.  Carnrey.   Referred. 

The  orders  to  co. struct  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic 
Valley,  and  for  a  loan  of  $205,000  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense taereof,  came  up  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water,  with  instructions  to  consider  th°  legal- 
ity of  tbe  pxonosed  measure,  and  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Common  Council.  Con- 
curred. 

The  repoit  of  the  enumerators  of  the  census  for 
tbe  city  of  Boston  came  up  referred  to  the  joint 
special  committee  on  that  subject,  with  instruc- 
tions to  consider  tbe  expediency  of  obtaining 
fiom  tbe  Secretory  of  the  Commonwealth  statis- 
tics relating  to  Bo-ton.    Concurred. 

Report  and  orler  to  abate  assessment  of  Bridget 
Donlan  $214,  for  improvement  of  estate  on 
Orange  couit,  Mo.thampton-street  district. 
Parsed. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  Joseph  Nicserson,  to  be  paid  for  dam- 
ages to  his  estate  on  Huonemau  street,  he  having 
commenced  a  suit  therefor.    Accepted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Library  to  nom- 
inate a  candidate  for  trustee  in  place  of  Daniel  S. 
Curtis,  resigned.    Passed. 

THE  GLOVES  STATUE. 

The  chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Cotn- 
-mittee  onFinaDce  trat  the  order  authorizing  the 
transfer  of  $1100  from  tbe  item  of  laoor  ij  the 
appropriation  tor  Comaon.etc,  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  a  suitable  foundation  for  a  statue  ot 
General  Glovei,in  Commonwealth-avenue  enclos- 
ure, ougut  to  pass.  The  report  was  accepted  ?.ud 
the  oiuer  was  Dissed— yeas  11,  nays  0.   Sent  dowc. 

PALAIS  BOYAL  THEATBE. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following: 
Tbe  Committee  on  Licenses,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred tbe  petition  ot  Cordelia  J.  Slade 
fot  leave  to  give  oramatic  and  musical 
entertainments  at90Couit  street,  have  consider- 
ed toe  suojeet  of  the  petition  and  have  visited  tbe 
premises  iu  question.  These  pre nises  arf  prona- 
blv  well  k<  owu  to  the  Board  as  having  been 
constructed  especially  for  an  extended  bilHaid 
sJoon,  in  which  are  contained  nineteen  tables 
and  six  bowling  all°ys,  wbicb  are  duty  licensed  by 
tnis  Board.  Mis.  Slade  is  also  licensea  by  the 
eoinniissioners  as  a  tirsf-cl  s«  victualler  at  the 
same  establishment.  It  is  proposed  now  to  locate 
a  theatre  or  conceit  room  in  the  upper  story  of 
this  builoing,  access  to  whicn  must  be  had  bv 
passing  b>  or  througn  tbe  billiard  and  lunch 
rooms  and  up  two  or  more  flights  of  stiirs,  Wi  a 
such  accessories,  anc  esoeciily  with  the  want  of 
facilities  of  access  and  egress  for  the  proposed 
auditorium,  the  committee  deem  the  locality  an 
improper  one  for  the  establishment  of  atheatie, 
and  therefore  lecornuieno  mat  the  peiitiouer  have 
leave  to  withdraw.    Accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  suborned  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— Keoua'J  &  Co.,  1 
Coolidge  Building,  Bowdoin  square;  Geoige  K. 
Saville,  4  Palmer  stre-c. 

Dealer  in  secnu'l-hand  Articles  Licensed — Abra- 
ham Wolf«oo,  49  MerrimaC  >treet. 

Hack  License  Granted— R.  F.  McNally,  10  Post 
Office  tquaie. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— Bu  klev's  Sere- 
naoeis  to  give  concerts  at  Beethoven  Hall;  Heury 
Box  Brown,  to  ^ive  exhibitions  uuring  the  present 
month. 

Auctioneers  Licensed— Hamson  A  Aldti3h,35 
Covgress  street:  H.  R.  Mitchell,  251  Washington 
street;  Charles  W.  Lawrence,  145  and  147  Wash- 
ier ton  street;  Leopold  Davioson,  11  Court  sqrjan . 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— C.  W.  Hall,  32% 
Ha novei  street. 

Wagon  License*  Granted — Charles  Carter,  39 
Haveihill  street;  John  At  wood.  15  and  16  Com- 
mercial wharf;  Michael  Rvai  .  Fleet  and  North 
streets;  Phillips  &  Chapman,  Suffolk  pl*ee; 
Thomas  Horn,  272  Norfolk  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 


SEPTEMBER      6,       187  5. 
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PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Alrteiman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  mat  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  comply  with  the  lequest  of  the  School 
Committee  to  provide  suitable  accommodations 
for  school  for  licensed  female  minors.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

Also  a  leport  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
provide  accommodations  for  the  kindergart  en 
schools  recently  establisbed.by  the  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  desiie  to  st^te  that  the 
School  Board  at  a  meeting  to  Juae  voted  to  estab- 
lish four  or  five  kindergarten  schools  in  different 
sections  of.  tbe  city;  but  upon  inquiring  of  the 
Ciiy  Solicitor  he  gives  the  opinion  tnat  the  School 
Hoara  of  themselves  have  no  right  to  establish 
those  schools  without  the  consent  of  the  City 
Council.  The  committee  b;ive  not  considered  it 
expedient  to  establish  those  schools,  and  accord- 
ingly leport  against  any  accommodations  being 
piovided  for  them. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STEAMER  FOB  PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Power  presented  a  communication) 
fiom  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  request- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $5000  tor  the  purpose  of 
procuring  outfit  and  defraying  the  general  ex- 
panses in  fitting  up  the  new  stepioboat  now  ia 
process  of  construction,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Henry  Morrison..  The  contract,  price  for  bunding 
the  steamer  is  $40,000,  the  amount  appropriated. 

Alderman  Power — It  appears  best-  for  ms  to  of- 
fer a  little  explanation  ot  this  matter,  as  It  might 
Oe  thought  bv  those  nol  familiar  with  such  mat- 
ters that  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
have  wilfully  contracted  a  debt  of  $45,000,  when 
chis  Government  had  authorized  only  $40,000.  lu 
explaration  I  would  say  that  $40,000  were  appro- 
priated for  the  new  steamboat,  and  tb°  committee 
«uceeeded  in  getting  such  a  boat  as  tbey  wanted 
for  that  money.  In  building  such  a  boatnooiiHi 
ever— at  least  I  never  did ;  and  have  built  asrood 
many — thought,  of  figuring  the  outfit  into  the 
price  of  building,  as  it  is  very  much  like 
building  a,  house.  Very  often  a  geLtle- 
nian  bml  is,  a  house  and  tne  furniture  inside  costs 
n  great  deal  more  tnin  the  house  itself.  The  out- 
fit ot  the  steamboat  means  the  furniture,  and 
what  it  will  cost  will  depend  upon  tne  kind  of  fur- 
niture used.  It.  was  thought  by  some  that  perhaps 
some  of  the  old  furniture  might  be  used  in  the 
new  boat,  and  thus  obviate  the  necessity  for  ask- 
ing for  an  additional  amount.  But  I  advised  ths 
directors  to  take  nothing  away  from  the  old  boat, 
as  wtiatever  they  took  away  would  lrssen  her 
value,  and  she  would  bring  only  so  much  less. 
Consequently  we  ask  tor  that  appropriation. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  tne  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  oa 
Public  Institutions. 

Alderman  Power  also  press i  ted  communica- 
tioii!-  from  the  Directors  for  Public  Institution?, 
that  the  new  s  earner  will  be  considerably  larger 
thau  the  Henry  Morrison,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
to  make  some  alterations  ir  the  berth  onw  occii- 
pieo  by  her  on  Eastern-avenue  vvhart,  and  re- 
questing that  the  same  be  made;  aloo  that,  for 
the  same  reason,  alterations  will  have  to  be  made 
in  the  wharf  at  Deer  Island,  tne  co:.t  of  which  the 
City  Engineer  estimates  at  $3000,  whico  can  bt 
defrayed  from  the  appropriation  tor  Alterations 
and  Repairs  at  i he  Hou^e  ot  Industry,  and  they 
request  the  necessary  transfer.  Ssverally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

BEPOBT  OF  CITY    OFFICER. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit  for  Sept. 
5,  giving  the  following  summary  of  the  appropri- 
ations : 

Appropriations, 

Revenues,  etc. 

General ....  $13,724,816.37 

Special 4,347,791.31 


Expended.     Unexpended. 

$4,155,793.88  $9,261,022.49 

74S.824.I9  3,601,967.12 


$18,072,607.68        $5,201,618.07        $12,870,989.61 
Sent  dowu. 

VEGETABLE   MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 
The  Coaimittee  on  Markets  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent that  an  additional  appiopriation  ot  $6000 
■will  be  requi-ed  to  pay  tor  gtading  the  lot  of  land 
leased  to  the  city  for  market  purposes  by  the  Mer- 
cantile Wharf  Company.  In  preparing  the  o.iginal 
estimates  the  committee  w^re  ii. formed  that  the 
amount  of  earth  reqiiied  tor  grading  would  not 


exceed  800  squares.  After  the  contract  had  be*  n 
awarded  and  the  work  of  filling  commenced  it  was 
found  that  a  ranch  larger  amount— now  estimated 
at  2000  squares— would  be  needed.  To  account  for 
this  discrepancy  ia  tbe  estimates  it  is  necessary  to 
go  back  to  the  original  filling  of  the  flats  in  1869- 
70.  To  prevent,  the  nuisance  which  would  be 
created  bv  the  discbarge  of  se«ers  into  the  docks 
enclosed  by  the  coustructionkof  Atlantic  avenue, 
the  city  was  authorized  by  a  special  act  of  the  Leg 
islatme  (18C7  c.  181)  to  fill  up  the  docks  with 
earth  from  Port  Hill  and  assess  the  expense  upon 
the  o*neis.  A  portion  of  the  flats  owned  by  the 
Mercantile  Wharf  Company  was  covered  by  a  pile 
wharf,  which  should  have  been  reu  oveu  befoie 
the  filling  was  commenced;  but  the  contractors 
negligently  allowed  it  to  remain,  and  majked  it 
with  a  th^n  cov-ring  of  eaith.  It  does  not  appear 
that  they  were  benefited  by  this  operation, 
as  they  were  paid  upon  the  certificates 
of  the  City  Engineer  for  the  amount 
of  earth  taken  from  the  bank  at  Fort 
Hill.  When  ihe  assessments  were  made  upon  the 
o»aersof  toe  docks  and  whaives  for  the  filling 
furrished  by  the  city,  the  whole  amount  taken 
from  Port  Hill  was  divided  among  the  several 
owners  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  required  to 
till  eoli«  each  of  the  lots.  The  Mercantile  Wharf 
Company  were  as  essed  th -ir  proportional  part  of 
the  expense  on  the  basis  of  a  solid  filling  of  I  heir 
flats.  Having  paid  the  assess  orients,  fhby  might 
proper  y  demand  that  tne  city  should  complete 
the  work,  even  ii  the  lease  for  market  pur- 
popses  had  not  been  executed.  The  improper 
manner  in  winch  the  work  had  been  done  by  the 
Foil  Hill  contractors  was  not  aiscoveied  until  the 
work  of  grading  under  the  preent  contract  had 
been  commenced.  In  older  to  out  the  grounds  io 
proper  condition  for  occupation  it  is  necetssiry  to 
remove  tbe  plar  king  of  ihe  old  wharf  and  fin 
solid  Ihe  open  space  under  it.  The  price 
at  which  the  gravel  is  beiag  lurm-hed. 
uameiy,  $5.49  per  square  of  eight  cobic 
yards,  is  veiy  low;  and,  as  the  work  could  not 
be  delayed  without  loss  io  the  city,  tbe  comm'ttee 
cave  deemed  it  their  duty,  unoer  tbe  circum- 
stance:, t>  allow  the  contractor  cocoon.  They 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  submit  to  the 
City  Council  a  statement  of  the  facts,  and  to  rec- 
ommend that  tun  Ccmmitiee  o>  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  ordsrproiidingan  additional 
appiopriation. 

Accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance.   Sent  down. 

HACK  RULES  AND   OBDBUS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following 
(City  Document  97): 

"The  Committee  on  Licenses  report  that,  by  a 
race  t  decision  of  the  Municipal  Court,  it  hasbeea 
adjudged  that  tnis  Boai d  has  no  authority  to  im- 
pose pei  alties  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for  a 
breacn  of  its  hack  or  wagon  regulations.  And  as 
the  City  Solicit  >r  nas  aovised  a  reeoactment  of 
&aid  regulation'',  the  committne  have  reconsidered 
the  same,  and  submit  them  forpass-.ge." 

£The  new  rules  and  orders  are  tbe  i<ame  as  the 
old  one,  except  a  caange  of  tbe  pe-altv  from  "not 
less  tb.o  $2  loi  more  tnau  $50,"  co  -'not  exceed- 
ing $20,"  and  a  few  verbal  changes.] 

Rei,d  once. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  a  report  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Public  Lnds  on  petition  of  H.  R. 
Plimpton,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Po:or  the  Mayor  be  cud  is 
heieisy  authorized  to  execute  a  deed"  to  Heniy  K. 
Plimptou  for  18,000  square  feet  of  l»nd  situated  on 
the  corner  of  Albany  and  Dover  streets,  and  being 
a  portion  of  the  land  described  in  an  agreement 
given  by  the  city  of  Bo.'ton  to  bim  to  convey  the 
same,  and  oaten  Aug.  14, 1872,  aftei  be  shall  have 
paid  the  instalment  unci  interest  now  due  on  tne 
r.ond  as  given  to  the  city  by  h  id  Plimptoi,  and 
bearing  even  date  with  tbe  asr.  enie at;  and  upon 
the  expiess  condition  that  he  executes  and  deliv- 
ers to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  an  in- 
strument or  inst  uinents  orawn  satisfactory  to  tne 
City  Solicitor  whereby  the  rubts  ano  interest  of 
the  city  in  and  to  the  bond  may  be  protected. 

Read  twice  a. iu  passed.    Sent  down!, 

HOUKS   FOB  CL-EBKS     IN    COLLECTOR'S  AND  TBEA- 
SUREB'S  OFFICES. 

Alderman  Bignlow  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on   Ordinances  ba 
requested  to  report  »n  ordmaace  eslab  ishing  ihe 
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office  boms  of  the  clerks  aud   others  connected 
with  the  Collector's  Departments. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

REMOVAL,  OF  PROJECTING  SIGNS. 

Alderman  Barrage  submitted  a  report  on  peti- 
tion ot  George  Young,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That,  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
notify  M.  Engeihardt,  No.  2  Cornhill  court;  A.J. 
Rich,  No.  2  Cornhill  court,  and  George  C.  Merrill, 
corner  Cornhill  court  and  Washington  street,  to 
remove  fortuwith  the  signsin  front  of  their  prem- 
ises, wuich  project  mo, e  than  one  foot  into  or 
over  Cornhill  court;  and  in  case  the  said  persons 
or  any  ot  them  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  so  within 
ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order,  the  Chief 
of  Police  is  hereby  instructed  to  cause  complaints 
to  be  made  as  provided  in  the  twenty-third  sec- 
tion of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets,  passed 
the  29'h  of  October,  A.  D.  1869. 

Read  twice  aud  passed. 

POLICE  BADGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Bunage  submitted  tne  following : 
The  Committee  on  Police  would  respectfully  re- 
quest that  the  sum  of  $1300  be  transferred  from 
the  approp  nation  for  salaries  of  patrolmen  to  the 
appropriation  for  badges,  wreaths,  oumbers,  clubs, 
irons,  outtons  and  lauterns.  Th's  aoditioaal  ap- 
propriation is  iequired  on  account  of  the  payment 
of  bills  co ltracte,!  previous  to  ihe  present  finan- 
cial j  ear,  aad  lor  extra  expenses  incurred  in  the 
celebration  of  the  17th  of  June.  Accepted  and  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Finance.    Seat  dowi. 

TEAM  "WORK  ON  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  folio  ving  from  the 
Jo'nt  Committee  on  Common  aod  Public  Grounds: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  for  team 
work,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore 
made,  tne  sum  of  $500 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Publi3 
Grounds. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aloerman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  io  favor  of  granti.  g  the  following  peti- 
tions, on  the  usual  conditioos:  Richard  W.  Baker, 
.  to  move  woo.ien  building  from  Providence  Rail- 
road at  Forest  Hills  to  Hyde  Paris  avenue,  Ward 
17;  S.  G.  Bo»dlear&  Co.,  to  maintain  and  use  a 
hoisting  apparatus  at  17  Commerce  street;  Gard- 
ner, Stone  &  Co.,  to  maintain  and  use  a  hoisting 
apparatus  at  4  Commerce  street;  Eustis  &  Dar- 
ling, to  maintain  a  hoistiug  apparatus  at.  5  Com- 
merce street;  Cr  isby  &  Blancy, to  maintain  and 
use  a  hoistiug  apparatus  at  6  Commeice  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition  of 
Ezra  Farnsworth  et  al.,  that  the  paving  of  North 
street  be  continued  as  tar  as  North  Eud  Mission, 
orders  for  the  wo ik  having  already  been  passed. 
Accepted. 

Reports,  Kcommendiog  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Samuel  H.  Russeli,  trustee,  for  change 
of  grade  of  Milk  street;  and  Andrew  T.  Merseve 
for  edgestones  and  sidewalk  at  5  Vale  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  David  C.Condon,  72,74  Baxter  stieet; 
Hannah  Smith,  415-421  Third  street;  Patrick 
Meade,  8  Decatur  street,  Charlestown;  G.  G. 
Shaw,  708-776  Sixth  street;  Rebecca  W.  Warren, 
26,28  Renfrew  street;  Catherine  Linnehan,  6  De- 
catur stieet.  Chailestown;  A.  McDermott,  on 
Hampden  street,  corner  of  Dudley.  Orders  sev- 
erally read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoits  ami  ordeis  for  edgtstones  in  frout  of 
estates  of  William  Hauuan.  on  Bowdoin  street, 
corner  of  Green  street ;  Warren  Hovvland,  54  Put- 
nam street;.    Orders  reao  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk in  front  of  estates  on  the  nortnerly  side  of 


East  Concord  street  between  Hatrison  avenue 
atd  Albany  street.    Order  read  t  vice  and  pass°u. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  Bradford  L.  Bowen  $92 
for  grade  damages  ou  Canal  street.  Oraer  read 
twice  s.nd  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  permit  to  Skillings  & 
Whitney  Brothers  to  attach  telegraph  wires  to 
the  American  Watch  Company's  poles  on  Beacon 
stieet,  between  Parker  street  and  Western  ave- 
nue, en  the  usual  conditions.  Order  read  twice 
ard  passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  oc 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  BoaTd,  submitted  oiders 
to  pay  for  land  damages,  as  follow? : 

Horace  S.  Shepard  and  George  H.  Towle.  as- 
signees of  Darning  &  Dnsko,  $15,256.25,  for  land 
taken  in  name  of  J.  S.Lami  g  anc  Aloozo  Drisco, 
by  the  laying  out  of  Swett  street;  Mary  A.  Mann, 
$128.10,  widening  of  Bowdoin  street. 

Severally  read  twice  aDd  pass  d. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harri=  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sowers; 

Report  and  orders  of  notice  ol  hearings  on  Mon- 
day next  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  od  expediency  of 
constructing  sewers  in  Salem-street  avenue,  and 
in  Salem  street,  between  said  avenue  and  Maiu 
street:  in  Wabon  street.    Orders  severally  pas-ed. 

Orcfei  to  pay  William  Meinam  $2020  forlano 
damages  by  building  a  sewer  along  the  valley  of 
Stonv  Brojk.    Res.d  once. 

Reports  and  orders  for  rhe  coLScructioo  of  sew- 
ers as  follows:  In  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between 
Waverley  and  Woodbine  streets,  in  Woodbine 
street,  and  in  Warren  street  between  Woodbine 
and  Edgewood  streets;  m  Bremen  street, between 
Brooks  snd  Pui nam  streets;  ii  Fifth  stieet,  be- 
tween H  and  1  Greets;  io  Fifth  treet,  betweea  P 
and  Q  stteets;  and  in  Q  street,  between  Fifth 
stieet  and  tide  water.  Oiders  severally  read  tJrice 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  abated  from  the  follow- 
ing parties  the  amounts  set  against  their  respec- 
tive names  for  a  sewer  in  rear  of  Beacon  street 
Ellen  Davis,  $26.10;  Marv  C.  Godoard.  $26.10 
Charles  E.  Powers,  $26.10 ;  Marv  A.  Roberts,  $26  10 
Helen  May.  $26.10;  Aime  L.  Motte,  $26.10 ;  John 
D   Williams  ano  others,  $26.10. 

Read  once. 

STABLES  AND  CELLARS. 

Alde'man  Worthington  submitted  leports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  oc  the  part  of  the  Board 
as  foil  tws: 

In  favor  of  gi anting,  on  the  usuai  conditions, 
pei mits  to  erect  stables,  to  Charles  E.  Morr  son, 
on  Mercantile  Wharf  Company's  land;  Charles  A. 
Booth,  11  Grant  street,  Ward  16;  Muich  Judd,  133 
and  135  Merrimac  street;  John  J.  May,  Bosun 
street,;  Patrick  McDermott.  Vernon  stieet  aad 
AppiaD  Way;  Cai"ey  Hospitsl,  NtriuUil  street; 
Philip  Sowden,  Jr.,  14* Jenkins  street. 

In  ravor  of  gi  an  ting  petition  of  James  Paiker 
for  extension  of  time  in  which  to  build  stable  on 
Harrison  avenue. 

No  action  required  on  petition  of  H.  H.  Rich- 
mrisou,  agent,  for  leave  to  construct  cellar  below 
grade  at  comer  ot  Washington  and  Lagrange 
streets. 

Severally  accepted. 

ARMORY  OF  COMPANY  A,  FIRST  REGIMENT. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following 
f;otn  the  Committee  on  Armories: 

Oidered,  That  until  otherwise  oiderea,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  tor  rent  of  airnory  occupied  by 
Company  A,  Kirct  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M", 
on  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury,  the  sum  of  $300 
per  annum,  beginning  July  1,  1875;  «aid  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  tor  Armories. 

Read  twice  aud  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  Board 
adjouiiied. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    9,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey 
J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Auditor's  exhibit.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  of  Morris  &  Ireland,  W.  H.  Wbitmore 
and  Ninth  Regiment;  and  requests  of  Dir  ctord 
for  Public  Institutions ;  request  of  Police  Commit- 
tee for  transfer.    Severally  referred. 

Order  to  report  an  ordinance  to  establish  office 
hour?  of  clerks  and  others  connected  with  Coitect- 
or's  and  Treasurer's  departments.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  deed  to  fee  given  to  H.  R. 
Plimpton  for  18,000  square  feet  of  land  on  corner 
of  Albany  and  Dover  streets  on  terms  set  forth  in 
said  oroer.    Order  read  twi_e  and  passed. 

Order  tor  an  additional  expanouture  of  $500,  for 
team-wort  lor  Common,  etc.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  in  favor  and  passage  of  order  for  a  trans- 
fer of  $1100  from  the  appropriation  tor  labor  on 
Commo  i,  etc.,  to  be  expended  for  a  foundation 
for  the  statue  of  General  Glover.  Order  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  allow  $300  per  annum  for  rent  of  armory 
of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  od  CentLe  stieet, 
West  Roxbiiiy.    Ordeied  to  a  second  reading. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Market  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  iequeetijg  an  additional  .pprooiiation 
of  $6000  for  grading  the  Mercantile-  wharf  proper- 
ty, leased  for  a  vegetable  market,  cams  down  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  W*rd  7— It  appears  to  me  that  so 
impor  ant  a  matter  as  that  should  have  beau  put 
upon  the  programme  so  that  member"  of  the 
Council  might  know  what  they  are  voting  upon. 
It  is  «.  request  for  an  appropriation  of  $6000  in  ad- 
dition to  the  $12,000  already  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  grading  the  pioperty  leased  tor  a  vege- 
table market  on  Mercamil^  wharf.  I  hope  before 
this  report  is  referral  to  the  Fiuance  Committee 
that  «ome  member  of  i.he  Council  will  give  us 
some  light  upon  the  subject,  and  state  why  this 
extra  appropriation  of  $6000  is  asked  lor. 

Mr.  Deveraux  of  Ward  22—1  don't  know  why 
this  matter  was  kept  out  of  the  program  roe  of  pa- 
pers from  the  Board  of  Alderrneo  upon  the 
order  foi  it  to  go  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
but  I  am  pretty  *  ell  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  that  it  is  one  of  those  jobs  taat  we  have 
not  got  through  with.  We  have  not  coniinued  on 
it  a  year,  and  they  have  asked  foi  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $6000,  and  they  may  ask  for  $10,- 
000  more,  and  that  may  not  be  toe  end  of  it.  But  I 
don't  proo^se  to  meet  it  before  it  goes  to  tha  Fi- 
nance Coaimitiee,  but  it  seems  to  m  -.  that  the 
whole  matte- is  pretty  well  understood.  Either 
the  Committee  on  Maikets  went  it  blind  in  the 
first  place  or  they  thought  ihat  $12,000  was  all  that 
they  could  appeal  for  thin.  It  seems  to  me  coat 
so  important  a  matter  as  this  should  have  been 
lair»  down  on  the  programme;  it  rather  looks  like 
stealing  a  march  upon  us. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  in  expla- 
nation of  what  may  be  a  criticism  ot  the 
action  of  the  clerk,  that  this  paper  came  down 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  be  referred  ia 
concurrence.  The  Chair  aud  the  cleik  so  under- 
standing it,  it  is  nor,  customary  for  such  papers  to 
be  enumerated  in  the  programme. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7—1  did  not  intend  to  reflect 
upon  the  cieik,  but  would  request  that  any  such 
important  matter  hereafter  may  be  put  upon  the 
programme. 

The  President— No  objection  bsing  made,  the 
Council  will  concur  in  reference. 

ML.  Flyun — I  move  io  lay  the  matter  upon  the 
table  unless  some  member  should  give  us  reasons 
for  an  additional  appropriation. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  see  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  laying  this  matter  on  the  table. 
The  report  which  has  been  read  by  the 
Chair  gives  this  Council  probably  all  the 
jnforuiacion  that  it  will  need  to  have  of 
the  question   aud    all   the   information    that   it 


caD  get  from  any  source.  It  seems  to  me, 
from  the  report,  that  what  was  supposed  to  be 
solid  gravel  turns  out  to  be  pile  wnarf.  I  see  no 
reason  for  reflecting  upon  the  Comroitiee  on  Mar- 
kets tDat  they  did  not  mow  that  this  was  a  wharf. 
We  did  not  expect  them  to  proce  this  wharf  to 
the  bottom  before  they  askeo  for  §12,000  to  giade  it. 
Whether  we  ought  to  have  established  a  new  mar- 
ket upon  Mercantile  wharf  doe?  aoz  seem  to  be  the 
question  before  us.  We  have  established  that  and 
appropriated  $12,000  to  do  the  necessary  work, 
and  we  find,  as  in  all  matters  where  anything  is  to 
be  done  on  the  part  ot  the  eitv,  ano  I  in<y  almost 
say  on  the  part  of  any  individual,  that  the  ex- 
pense exceeds  the  e-tiinated  cost,  and  we  are 
asked  now  to  appropriate  $6000  to  fioish  it.  lhe 
laying  of  this  mattet  upon  the  table,  unless 
gentlemen  desire  further  inforoi-.tion  upon  rhe 
subject,  only  as  a  method  for  killing  it,  uoes  not 
seem  to  be  the  way  of  treating  it.  If  we  are  go- 
ing to  abandon  ir,  altogether  and  leave  the  thing 
where  it  is,  let  us  kill  it  outright  or  man  fashion, 
but  not  in  this  way.  If  we  aie  going  oo  to  com- 
plete it  w a  might  just  as  well  meet  the  question 
tonight  as  at  any  other  time.  Ir  we  ate  going  on 
we  have  got  to  fill  up  that  hole  in  the  vharf.  I 
hope  we  shan't  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table  un- 
less the  members  in  good  faith  honestly  desire 
more  information  toan  is  furnished  to-  m  by  that 
report,  and  unless  theie  are  douots  in  tne  tninos 
of  the  members  of  this  branch,  if  the  thing  is  to 
be  abandoned  or  not.  If  it  is  not  to  be  abandoned 
I  hope  tLie  subject  will  be  referred  in  concurrence 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7 — I  have  no  objection  to 
referring  it  to  the  co  nmittee  if  they  will  give  us 
a  final  estimate  on  the  cost  of  locatingthis  mark'.-t 
ther°.  My  own  opinion  is  that  $6000  or  twice  86000 
wont  be  the  cost  of  filling.  There  ba=nat  a  dol- 
lar been  asked  for  by  the  committae  for  the  elec- 
tion of  sheds  to  pioteet  the  wagons  and  teams 
there  as  wa>  requireo  on  toe  oump.  That  will  be 
called  for  hereafter  and  another  appropriation  be 
made.  If  we  are  going  to  appropriate  this  money 
let  us  know  what  it  is  goiug  f>  cost  aod  whether 
the  six  thousand  will  cover  it  or  not.  Nobody  in 
this  Council  knows  whether  it  will  or  not.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  whole  temtoiy  along  there  is 
built  in  the  manner  in  which  this  part  is 
built,  aod  I  tuiuk  that  when  thty  come  to  run  a 
few  trains  there,  there  will  be"  quite  a  number 
of  spiles  and  old  planking  thai  will  have  to  be 
filled  io.  Therefore,  b "fore  this  appropriation  is 
made,  I  want  the  Council  to  know  what  they  ore 
votiug  for,  so  that  toe  Committee  on  Markets 
would  not  have  to  ask  for  a*>y  more.  Nobody  here 
appears  to  know  whether  this  is  a  proper  amount 
to  .ippropuate  for  tois  reason  or  not. 

Mr.  Shaw  ot  Ward  5— This  is  tfce  first  time  I 
have  heard  anything  said  of  this  matter,  but  it 
seems  to  me  tjat  there  is  a  question  collateral  to 
this  which  is  more  impoitant  than  this  one  A 
bond  has  been  taken  by  the  city  for  the  purchase 
of  tins  land  at  so  much  per  toot,  supposed  to  oe 
solid  laud,  at  four  or  five  dollars  a  foot.  It  is  a 
very  important  matter.  If  it  has  got  to  bf  filled 
over  lud  over  fgain  the  question  i<  whether 
the    city    w&nts    to     take     it     at     the     higher 

Erice,  which  some  of  us  consi  :ei  very 
iga.  I  would  not  say  there  is  a<.y  cheating 
iu  this  matter,  but  it  is  a  question  whether  ihe 
whole  circumstances  surrounding  it  have  been 
properly  explained  and  cousidced.  It  i~  a  very 
importanr  matt-r.  It  is  not  merely  a  matter  of 
$6000,  but  a  good  many  times  sis  thousand  may 
be  expended  there,  and  theu  the  qiv  stioi.  maybe 
whether  you  have  got  solid  land  or  such  laud  as 
wa«  stated  to  the  City-  Council  to  be  worth  four  or 
five  dollai  s  a  foot,  ft  seems  to  me  pow  as  if  we 
had  got  to  make  the  land, and  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  importance  to  ihe  questiou.  It  m -y  be  satis- 
factorily ex  lained,  but  I  think  it  is  right,  as  the 
gentleman  frcj  Ward  7  said,  that  the  matter 
should  be  explain -d  before  it  is  referred.  1  do 
not  oppose  its  reference,  but  I  think  somebody 
ought  to  be  able  to  give  us  the  situation  at  least. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— I  like  the  suirjestion 
that  the  Committee  on  Markets  i»e  called  upon  'o 
furuish  an  estimate  of  all  the  expenses  for  the 
filling  and  grading  of  this  tertitory  and  establish- 
ment of  the  market;  but  it  seems'  to  me  that  the 
putting  of  this  matter  upon  the  table  will 
not  give  us  the  infoimation  we  need,  and 
that  that  must  be  reached  in  a'  other  way. 
Ibis   appropriation    is    asked     ro  complete    t lie 

f:rading.       I     hope     the     matter    will     be    ie- 
erred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  but  1  should 
very  much  like  to  have  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward 
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7,  or  some  other  iiv  mber,  introduce  an  order  call- 
in};  upon  tiie  Committee  on  Markets  to  furnish  an 
estinate  ot  all  that  will  be  needed  for  sbeds, 
grading  or  any  ot'.ier  purposes,  to  prepare  tbese 
grounds  for  occupancy  as  a  vegetable  marker. 
The  reference  of  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Finatic.  will  not  orevent  toe  introduction  of  such 
an  order.  The  introduction  otsuch  an  order  would 
not  oelay  the  advancement  of  this  measure, 
foi  it  seems  to  me  that  that  would  be  -wholly  s  pa- 
rare  and  distinct:  even  though  such  an  order 
should  be  introduced.  Toe  lefeience  becomes 
necessary  unless  we  are  pieparid  to  abandon  this 
enterprise.  Sending  this  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  does  not  compe.  us  to  vote  for  the  $6000 
additional,  if  it  should  be  asc^rtainei  that  tDeee 
are  more  wharves  to  b-  filled  uj,and  that  the 
expense  ot  preparing  this  ground  tor  a  vegetable 
market  will  be  more  than  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  would  call  attention  to 
the  words  of  the  repoit  of  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
kets: 

"The  price  at  which  the  gravel  is  beiog  f  nrnish- 
ed  >s  very  low,  and  as  the  work  could  not  be  de- 
lay (■  « iibout  loss  10  the  city,  the  committee  have 
denied  it  their  duty  to  allow  the  contractor  to 
go  on." 

To  go  on.  The  Conmittee  on  Markets  say  they 
havn  allowed  this  contractor  to  go  on  and  fill  in 
that  territory  at  an  expeuse  of  $6000.  1  say 
it  is  important  to  know  if  a  committee  ot 
tbe  other  bra  cli,  or  of  this  b'ao.  h,  go  on  and 
spenti  $6000  in  violation  ot  tje  rules  of  the  City 
Council,  when  the  matter  requires  a  two-tniros 
vote.  That  is  the  reason  1  object  to  the  refeieuoe 
at  this  time.  Thev  have  done  so  without  author- 
ity ;  it  is  beyond  their  power. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22— If  this  matter  don't 
a>su in e  something  of  a  serious  a  pect  I  tba'lbe 
Surprised.  1  have  kuown  that  inside  of  Atlantic 
aveoue  was  a  pile  wharf,  and  I  ato  not  sur- 
p;is  d  that,  after  the  purchase  has  been  made, 
so  much  of  tbis  Mercat.tile-whatt  property  is 
virtually  a  wharf  restng  on  piles.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  very  serious,  taking  everything  into 
consideration.  I  am  not  piep"r- d  to  vote  upon 
it;  neither  am  I  prepared  to  vote  to  have  it  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  in  coneu<  rence.  I  want 
more  infoimation  f  iom  the  committee  who  so  per- 
sistentlv  pressed  this  matter  through  the  Council. 
There  may  be  $10,000  more  to  be  asked  (or.  If  we 
are  going  to  get  what  we  supposed  to  ha  good  land, 
and  n  turns  out  that  th>  se  piles  are  partly  rotten 
snd  we  have  got  to  fill  tbem  in,  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  about  as  neai  a  swindle  as  may  be  for  the  City 
of  Boston  to  be  compelled  to  pay  $4.75  afoot  and 
have  to  fill  it  m.  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  to  re- 
fer the  matter  to  the  Finance  Committee  at  pres- 
ent, but  I  want  time  so  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
vote  undei  standingly. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — lam  surprised  that 
my  friend  from  Ward  22,  who  skeins  to  have 
known  of  the  existence  of  this,  shouldn't  have 
apprised  us  of  It  when  we  had  the  Investigating 
Committee  and  he  made  his  loug  report.  If  there 
is  auy  swindling  in  this  case  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
the  city  of  Boston,  or  rather  toe  Dwindling  con- 
tractor who  swindled  the  city;  and  the  city  as- 
sessed the  Mercantile-wbarf  proprietors  and 
obliged  ihem  to  pay  it.  I  think  the  only  method  of 
dealing  with  this  is  to  refer  it  to  the  Finance 
Com Qiittee,  who  can  make  such  au  investigation 
as  they  deem  proper.  If  it  has  cot  received  a 
proper  investigation  from  the  Committee  on  Mar- 
ket and  the  special  committee  as  is  desirable,  the 
Committee  on  Fin2,nc«  can  look  into  it  and  see 
whether  it  will  be  a  paying  operation  to  sllow 
mors  money  to  be  expende  I,  or  whether  it  would 
be  better  to  iet  it  remain  where  it  is;  wbecher 
a'ter  all  it  is  n't  better  to  go  on  with  it,  and 
whether  this  mere  talk  is  n't  a  bugbear  to  fright- 
en the  Council.  I  hope  the  repoit  will  not  lie  up- 
on ths  table,  but  that  it  will  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  If  there  is  a  swinole  m  it  I  shall  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  desire  to  add  one  word  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  and  that  is,  the  city 
tank  no  part  in  the  filling  of  Atlantic  avenue,  any 
more  than  the  cutting  down  of  For t  Hill,  and  every 
pound  of  dirt  taken  out  of  tbat  h'U  was  measured 
in  toe  bank. 

Mr.  Clarke  ot  Ward  15—1  hope  this  order  will 
lie  upon  the  table  until  members  ot  tue  Council 
can  go  down  and  view  the  premises  and 
see  the  position  in  which  matters  are  now.  1 
was  told  a  few  days  ago  by  a  gentleman  ac- 
quainted with  this  matter  chat  we  should  be 
called    upon    to   pay  a  large  amount  for  filling 


that  territory,  bur  I  hardly  expected  it  »ouM  be 
so  large  an  amount  as  has  ceen  asked  for 
by  the  Committee  oq  Markets.  If  there  is  this 
large  amou  t  to  be  filleo,  it  seems  to  me  tt  at  the 
Mercant'le  Wharf  Company  must  Dave  knowo  it 
before  offering  it  to  tbe  citv.  I  have  bee:i  told 
that  in  tearing  co tvn  these  old  sheds  we  should 
find  ojote  holes;  consequently  I  should  tbinkit 
ought  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  >o  that  members  of 
the  Government  can  view  the  ptemises,  and  we 
can  vote  more  understanding^  tiiao  we  can  now. 
The  motion  to  lay  up  m  the  table  waslost,  aod  the 
report  was  ref  en  ed  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

KINDEBGAKTEN  SCHOOLS. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
came  down  to  be  accepted  in  concurrence,  taat  it 
is  inexpedient  to  furnish  additional  accommoda- 
tions for  the  kindergarten  schools  recently  estab- 
lished by  the  School  Committee. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  would  like  to  know 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  the  reason  why  this  report  was  made. 

Mi.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  Committee  on  Public 
Iu~ti'>ction  gave  quite  a  lengthy  he? ring  to  the 
friends  of  the  kindergarten  school  -vstem  and 
listened  to  their  arguments  very  patiently.  From 
the  best  information  they  received  tbe  kindergar- 
ten sv:  tern  was  a  nursery  on  a  large  seals;  that  is 
about  tbe  iaea  of  it.  It  cousists  entirely  ot  object 
teaching.  Tnechil:ren  who  attend  these  schools 
art.  from  three  to  seven  yeais  old.  Th  re  is  one 
in  operation  in  the  city  at  present  and  it  has  oeeo 
the  source  of  a  great  neal  of  annoyance,  aoo'  there 
has  been  a  gre^t  ileal  of  clashing  with  the  primary 
schools  in  t  le  same  uistrict,  the  master  of  wbich 
seated  that  it  prevented  children  from  attending 
his  school,  aod  tbat  thev  v.  ould  go  to  the  ktndi  r- 
gai  ten  in  preference.  Another  reason  is  taat  to 
attemot  to  e  tab'ish  kiocergart  n  schools  with 
tweuty  pupils  in  each  for  tbe  accommodation  of 
the  entire  city  is  absurd;  for  m  whatever  loca'ion 
you  establish  these  schools  they  will  be  at.  rnded 
only  bv  tavorice  pupils  wbu  Cc.n  obtain  2dmissioa, 
acltheie  ,ull  be  twenty  applicants  for  every  va- 
caccv.  It  seemed  to  thr  committee  that  it  was  a 
system  Of  instruction  which  tue  citv  of  Boston 
had  no  business  to  go  into,  and  that  it  was  ooe  of 
those  impiasticable  ideas  whi.-h  ate  constantly 
coming  riom  the  S  loo!  Board. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— The  chairman  of  the 
commttee  seems  to  try  to  make  the  Council  be- 
lieve th^.t  the  mast  rs  of  the  primary  schools 
are  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  kindergarten 
schools.  No «  ,  sir,  tbe  veiy  opposite  is  the  fact. 
The  Superintendent  ot  the  Public  Schools  speaks 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  establishment  and 
woiking  of  the  kindergarten  system  as  carried  on 
in  the  school  in  Somerset  street,  wbich  is  attend- 
ed by  ths  children  of  nealthy  and  respectab'e 
par. .  ts.  It  has  worked  admirably,  and  in  Bis 
final  leport  of  the  last  year  he  recommended  the 
establishment  of  additional  kindergarten  scbool  s 
in  localities  where  parents  were  so  poor  that  the 
location  of  such  a  school  thete  would  be  an  ir- 
ducement  to  the  children  to  go  to  it.  Th-  ooject 
of  the  order,  as  proposed  by  the  Scbool  Board,  if 
they  obtain  the  necessary  "accommodations,  is  to 
establish  kindergarten  schoo's  ai  the  North  End, 
at  South  Boston,  iu  tie  vicinity  of  the  South 
Cove,  aod  elsewnere  in  localities  where 
children  that  doa't  like  to  attend  school 
may  be  benefited.  It  is  true,  as  he  says, 
that  the  method  of  teaching  in  the  kindergarten 
schools  is  altogether  different  from  that  in  our 
schools;  it.  is  a  method  by  v  hicb  children  are 
taught  perspective  and  a  knowledge  ot  things 
without  knowing  that  they  are  taught.  Thev  are 
amused  and  instructed  at. the  same  time,  and  Mr. 
Plulbrick  vety  strongly  recommended  the  estab- 
lishment of  taose  schools.  The  kindergarten 
system  is  a  mere  experiment,  and  is  in  its  infancy 
yet;  but  the  e  tablishment  of  tbe  one  in  Somer- 
set street  has  been  v  ry  successtul,  instead  of 
what  the  chairman  of  the  commute-;  would  have 
us  believe. 

Mi.  Page  of  Ward  9— One  of  the  strongest  rea- 
sons why  they  should  not  be  granted  is  the  lim- 
ited numbsr  fbich  each  school  can  accommodate. 
The  secretary  of  the  Kindergarten  Committee, 
Miss  Hale,  stated  that  the  teacher  could  only  take 
care  of  twenty  scholars  for  three  hours  aday.  The 
sa'ary  of  each  teacher  is  the  same  as  is  tbat  of  the 
teachers  in  the  regular  grammar  schools,  $800  a 
year.  Now  if  only  twenty  scholars  can  be  accom- 
modated for  three  hours  a  day  in  Ward  7,  io  South 
Boston  and  Dorchester,  Roxbury  and  the  North 
End,  making  eighty  scholars  in  the  entire  city,  I 
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think  it  is  so  small  a  portion  of  the  scholars  to  be 
accommodated  that  the  expense  is  very  much 
more  than  the  benefit  derived  from  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Waid  7— It  may  be  pertinent 
at  this  time  to  read  from  the  last  annual  report  of 
Mr.  John  £>.  PbiJbrick,  formerly  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  which  I  will  consider  a  sufficient  argu- 
ment in  reply  vo  tbe  statement  of  the  caairman, 
which  shOTS  that  the  pupils  in  the  distuct  have 
increased  ratber  tban  diminished. 

The  kindergarten  training  is  designed  for  chil- 
dren from  three  to  sevea.  years  of  age,  and  it  does 
not  include  tne  use  of  books,  or  reacting,  or  writ- 
ing, in  ?>ny  form.  The  instruction  i~  an  oral.  It 
is  calcula'ud  especially  to  stimulate  the  pupils  to 
self-activitv.  Its  aim  is  to  pioduee  an  harmonious 
development  of  all  the  poweis  and  faculties  ofthe 
child,  physical,  mental  and  spiritual.  The  =elf- 
activity  of  the  pupils  is  largely  promoteo  by  sys- 
tematized plavs,  and  by  a  variety  of  delica  e  hand- 
work, calling  iiito  exercise  tbe  artistic  taste,  Tbe 
inventive  poweis,  the  mechanical  ingenuity,  tae 
faculty  of  observation  and  the  oariencs  of  the 
pupil.-'.  The  earnest  advocates  of  the  system  urge 
its  ao option  as  a  permanent  part  ot  our  system  of 
schools,  ar.d  the  immediate  establishment  ot  kin- 
dergarten schools  in  all  -parts  of  the  city.  1  have 
to  own  that  while  I  think  tbe  system  contains 
maoy  invaluable  elements,  which  I  am  anxious  to 
see  applied  universally  in  tne  fiist  stages  of  school 
education,  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  recommend 
so  radical  a  step  as  that  proposed.  But  I  am  quite 
confident  that  it  would  he  yvell  to  increase  the  ex- 
perimental scaojls  to  tinee  orfour  at  one-,  locat- 
ing some  of  them  among  the  poorest  classes  of 
children.  The  preser.t  ?cbool  is  mostly  composed 
of  cuildreu  from  well-to-do  famines.  Ttis  system 
bas  beon  considerably  spread  in  different  coun- 
tries of  Europe  ihiough  tbe  labors  of  its  otigina- 
tor,  F.  Froebel,  aud  the  Barooess  Marenholtz-Bii- 
low,  a  lady  of  great  energy  aod  ability,  who  has 
devoted  herself  to  the  continuation  of  bis  work. 
But  it  ha-  not  yet  i  a  its  entirety  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  real  pedagogical  authority  ot  Germany. 
It  is  more  m  favor  in  Austria  tuan  in  Germany,  t 
was  informed,  while  in  Prussia  last  autumn,  that 
the  official  pedagogical  conference  which  bad  just 
beeu  held  ia  Berlin,  composed  of  about  twenty  of 
the  leading  edacators  of  the  kingdom,  declined  to 
recommend  its  adoption  by  the  Government,  at 
present,  as  an  element  of  the  public-school  sys- 
tem. Mv  own  opinion  ijthat,  whether  it  shall'be 
judged  best  or  not  to  substitute  ths  kindergarten 
in  all  its  integrity  for  toe  lower  class  s  of  our 
primary  schools,  much  of  the  spirit,  aims  and 
methods  of  the  system  may  with  advantage  be 
introduced  into  our  piimary  schools. 

Tbe  School  Board  simply  asked  that  they  should 
get  sufficient  accommodations  to  establish  schools 
"  in  localises  I  have  described,  and  carry  out  the 
representations  ot  Mi.  Philbrick  in  his  last  au- 
nual  leport.  and  I  would  give  mote  for  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Philbrick  than  I  would  for  that  of  any 
master  who  is  afraid  of  those  schools  being  estab- 
lished in  those  localities,  and  woo  yvould  care 
mora  lor  the  number  of  scholars  in  his  district 
than  for  the  benefit  derived  from  tue  system. 

Mr.  Whitmore  ot  Ward  4— I  am  very  much  sur- 
prised at  the  arguments  brougot  forward  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7,  which  are  mainly  that 
the  miscellaneous  booy  of  gentlemen  aid  ladies 
who  comprise  the  School  Committee  have  invent- 
ed or  found  this  kindergarten  system,  among 
many  others,  and  having  recommended  it  in  their 
dyind  hours,  the  Council  aie  called  upon  to  sanc- 
tion and  carry  out  the  plan.  The  gentleman  was 
one  of  the  most  diligent  in  doing  away  with  the 
present  School  Coruonittee,  and  in  substituting  a 
new  system;  aud  if  there  is  no  other  reason, 
that  would  be  a  sufficient  one  for  us 
not     to     make     haste      to     adopt      any      neyv 

?lan  before  the  new  board  comes  into  existence, 
believe  that  every  one  understands  the  system, 
from  what  has  been  sain.  Our  system  has  been 
based  upon  the  idea  of  book  learaiug,  but  we  are 
called  upon  to  establish  a  kind  of  leaviiig-place 
for  children  whose  mothers  have  not  the  time  or 
inclination  to  train  tht.ni  at  home,  wheie  tbev  can 
be  giveu  that  iustructioa  they  should  receive  at 
home.  It  was  stated  i  n  the  report  of  the  original 
committee  that  the  school  yvas  intended  to  give 
the  information  yvbich  every  mother  is  supposed 
to  give  to  her  child  at  home.  If  we  go  on,  there  is 
no  knowing  what  vce  may  be  called  u,  ou  tor  next 
in  education.  In  New  York  they  have  a  chari- 
table society  for  taking  care  of  the  infants  of 
working  women  who  have  no  place  to  leave  their 
children;  the  yocietv  provides  rooms,  the  chikfreo 


are  left  there  and  looked  after.  I  hope  to  see  one 
he: e  sometime,  but  tnere  is  no  reason  why  the 
City  Government  should  look  after  them  ano  give 
them  a  kindergarten  education,  which  merely 
consists  in  holding  up  an  orange  and  telliag  them 
it  is  an  orange  and  where  it  grows,  and  in  giving 
them  blocks  and  teaching  them  to  make  triangles, 
p.ralle'ograms,  etc.  Tuis  is  not  the  education 
sanctioned  bv  law,  and  any  attempt  of  this  kind 
comes  under  the  head  of  charity  and  not  of  educa- 
tion. I  think  toe  gentleman  from  "Ward  9  has  ex- 
actly stated  tbe  reasom  why  tbe  system  should  be 
rejected.  It  is  oue  of  those  gr^at  schemes  which 
bio aght  this  Scncol  Committee  to  such  an  .-;nomin- 
iou=end.  ihey  have  bad  manv  ciocbetyUleas, and 
this  is  one  of  the  most  crochetv  on-s  brought  tor 
tbe  last  year.  I  have  read  the  report  of  tbe  hue  Su- 
perintendent, from  which  a  quotation  has  bjen 
made,  bin  I  do  not  thins  it  an  unmitigated  lo-s  to 
tue  city  that  his  connection  with  our  sch  .ols  bas 
terminated,  ais  last  repo  t  shows  that  his  ideas 
yvere  no  linger  practical,  and  ceitainly  in  the 
present  case  it  amounts  exactly  to  what  the 
gen  lemau  from  Ward  9  said — tnat  we  are 
asked  to  establish  three  or  four  nurseries 
Which  will  not  accommooate  a  reasonable 
percentage  of  the  children  entitled  to  use  them. 
I  deny  emphatically  thatit  is  a  part  of  the  enuca- 
tionai  system  of  the  ctv  to  supply  nurseries  for 
taking  care  of  children.  I  am  glao*  tbe  committee 
have  reported  inexpedient,  ana  I  hope  >ve  shall 
concur  .>ith  the  other  brancb  in  the  acceptance  of 
the  report, 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Waid  7 — I  don't  favor  the  es- 
tablisouieut  of  the  kindeigarten  system  to 
the  extent  that  some  ot  its  ad\rocates  do, 
but  merelv  to  extend  the  experiment;  aud 
I  did  not  suppose  mv  remarks  would  c-tll 
forth  a  raid  on  the  late  Superintendent.  The 
Schooi  Board  bave  been  pounced  apon  so  u-uch 
that  the  •  lbbling  of  my  friend  from  Ward  4  c  :u"t 
do  tneni  much  barm.  But  when  he  states  that  the 
kindergarten  is  n't  education,  he  must  be  igno- 
rant of  the  derivation  of  the  word.  Education 
means  leading,  aid  if  the  kindergarten  is  n't 
leading  them  ou,  then  I  don't  know  what  eauca- 
tion  is.  It  is  n't  committing  things  to  memory,  as 
learning  A  B  C  is.  I  don't  come  heie  a*  its  ad- 
vocate; hut  I  do  come  here  to  advocate  this  ex- 
periment, the  School  Board  have  cone  some 
very  foolish  things;  but  they  have  done  good 
things,  and  the  ex-Superintendent  has  do^e  rmiuy 
things  for  the  schools  of  Boston  which  the  city  can 
never  repay. 

Mr.  Whit  mate  of  Ward  4—1  deny  that  my  words 
can  be  construed  to  mean  a  reflection  upon  the 
late  Supeiintenceut.  I  haee  unown  him  many 
years,  and  was  a  scholar  in  his  school,  aud  r.e  y 
that  I  meant  that  the  city  is  not  indeDfed  for  his 
services.  But  I  do  stand  to  tbe  joint  that  hi-  last 
report  was  not  practical  aud  tha'  it  is  extremely 
notion  1  tu  many  points.  I  do  no  more  tban  criti- 
cise his  statenieut,  aud  I  make  no  raid  upon  him : 
but  I  aoi  glad  bis  career  is  ever  aun  that  be  has 
received  the  approbation  of  tbe  gentleman  fiom 
Ward  7. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  rather  like  ihis  kinder- 
garten system,  and  1  think  the  geatieman  from 
Ward  7  is  right.  But  i  am  not  surprised  that  c«e 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  oppose  it.  Ihey 
are  ready  to  build  sctioolhouses  oa  ihe  Sack 
Bay,  but  if  they  spent  more  money  upon  the  edu- 
cation ot  childieu  than  upou  tee  sehoolhouses 
there  yvould  be  uior-  education  in  this  community. 
That  is  patent  to  every  man.  I  never  heard  this 
matter  discussed,  and  I  dou't  know  much  ot  the 
kindergarten  system,  but  I  think  tf  the  Commu- 
tes on  Public  Instruction  will  zead  the  history 
of  tne  German  States— especially  Barnard's 
histotv  ot  education  in  those  States— th-y 
will  find  tnat  we  have  yet  to  lea  in  a 
great  aeal  in  this  country,  tsoeeially  in 
the  crowded  citUs  where  so  man;  fathers  and 
mothers  are  obliged  to  work  day  by  any  ar.d  can- 
not take  proper  tare  of  taeir  children.  In  mv 
Leisure  time  I  have  read  very  much  of  the  way 
these  matters  are  carried  on  in  the  German  States 
and  I  thi.ife  it  is  veil  to  try  the  experiment  here. 
I  understand  the  gentleman  to  sttte  that  it  i-  pro 
posed  to  try  this  experiment  m  certain  1  .cations. 
I  thin*  it  is  a  very  excelleut  idea,  aim  I  hope  it 
yviil  be  carried"  out.  Let  us  educate  the 
poor.  Let  us  take  care  of  those  who  cannot 
take  care  of  themselves  —  and  who  are  so 
unable  to  take  care  of  themselves  as  tnose 
poor  mothers  and  fathers  m  the  districts 
tbe  gentleman  hus  named?  This  is  one  stop  in  the 
right  direction,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  r  ut  00  vn 
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in  this  Council.  I  bava  never  ta>en  special  taith 
in  ilie  il  niiiM  of  the  School  Board,  ml  think  it 
is  fo  be  greatly  improved  in  tn»  future.  I  liope 
the  Council  will  not  accept  this  ieport,  and  that 
the  experiment  will  ob  tned. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  ge  tleman  from  Ward 
5  has  several  limeu  brought  up  the  ext,avagance 
oi  V  e  Coniinit  ca  on  Public  Instruction  in  build- 
ing a  schoolhouse  Ou  the  Back  Bay.  It  ne  will  re- 
member, ue  «as  ou  tbe  committee  at  that 
time,  and  when  tiny  reported  in  favor  of 
buying  the  lot  at  the  coiner  of  N.  wintry  and 
Ex'ctei  sue  ts  and  erecting  aschoolhou,  e  thtrton, 
I  had  thn  honor  to  oppose  it,  stating  that  it  was 
unnecessary,  that  there  - -ere  pl-nty  ot  school  ac- 
commodations in  that  vicinity,  and  enrleavoreii  to 
defeat  the  piucha-e  of  the  lot.  I  relieve  1  was 
about  the  only  memb.  i  of  the  Council  wjjo  voted 
agaiust it,  but  the  gentleman  from  Waul  5  was 
among  those  who  reported  in  tavo  ol  it,  and 
said  nothing  in  the  Council  to  indicate  that  be 
was  opposed  to  it. 

Mi.  Shaw —I  feel  bound  to  answer  that  sug- 
geston.  I  never  cast  an?  lerlections  upon  the 
committee  and  it  is  notorious,  si' ,  that  1  opposed 
it  in  the  committee,  but  I  was  beaten  by  the  ma- 
jority. I  was  in  direct  opoo  nion  to  it  from  be 
oegiuuing  to  ifii   . 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— You  ought  to  nave 
btought  in  a  u  niority  report. 

Mr.  Shaw — Well, Six,  ruin  inties  -ae  not  in  public 
favor  here.  Any  man  who  stands  in  his  place  and 
goes  foi  doing  what  he  believes  to  be  light  is 
scouted,  .it  t nc  gentleman  irom  Ward  9wacts 
me  to 'bring  up  hi-  connection  with  tbe  pit  lie 
school  buildings  I  will  c'o  so,  but  I  don't  propose 
to  uo  so  uo*.  1  told  the  tmnoiatle  la  vy  is  who 
c  one  before  that  committee  that  it  was  as  useless 
as  the  filth  wheel  to  a  coach.  I  repeat  it,  sir,  that 
the  school  buddings  cost  at  least  twenty  five 
per  cent,  more  than  they  ought  to,  and  in 
almost  i  verv  case  the  rnon&y  first  appropriated 
has  been  increased  irom  tweuty-nv  to  fifty  per 
cent,  before  the  building  was  finished.  Aopropri- 
ate  r-'or-  uior.ey  for  the  ben  tic  of  scholars  and 
le;Sfor  schoolhouses.an  I  we  shall  have  more  edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  Wilson— Have  we  any  of  these  kindergarten 
schools  established  in  the  city  now? 

Mr.  Page— We  have  one  class,  on  Somerset 
street,  where  they  ar^  about  to  graduate  twelve 
scholars. 

Mr.  Wilson— And  what  is  the  actual  expense  of 
this  one  school  ? 

Mr.  Page— I  cao  give  only  an  approximate  esti- 
mate. The  teacher's  salary  is  $800.  Then  they 
require  a  room  aad  apparatus.  The  system  is  as 
described  by  the  gentleman  from  Ware  4— the 
teachei  holds  up  an  oiange  aur  tells  them  it  is  an 
orange,  where  it  grew  and  what  is  its  color.  It  is 
entirely  object  teaching.  They  don't  teaeh  any 
letters,  and  the  Eupil«  can't  tell  A  frouj  B  when 
chey  leave  the  kindergarten  school,  from  any  m- 
structio  >  tirey  receive  in  the  school.  The  instruc- 
tions are  merely  pieparatory  to  entering  the 
primary  schools.  It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
a  '.uiseryon  a  large  scale,  a  place  for  children 
whose  ;iaients  prefer  they  sfrouldjgo  to  this  nur- 
sery at.  the  city's  expense  latter  than  keep  tbeai 
at  Home.  Theie  are  quite  a  large  number  of 
such  private  schools  in  Boston,  wuere  people 
send  tbeii  children  raiher  than  have  them  taken 
care  of  bv  nurses  at  home. 

Mr.  Wilson— By  a  rough  computation  I  find  that 
the  average  coot  of  instruction  of  the°e  scholars 
is  from  $30  to  $36  a  year.  It  would  be  economy 
for  the  city  to  oay  the  tuition  of  those,  scholars  at 
private  schools.  It  cosis  me  « bout  §18  a  year  fo/  my 
litile  one,  ;.Bd  she  is  taken  wiihout  knowing  her 
letters  and  fittsd  for  tbe  grammar  school.  It  is  a 
pleasant  school,  with  about  twenty  tcbolars.  I 
don't  believe  tbe  public  schools  should  cost  more 
than  people  are  willing  to  keep  private  schools 
for.  Unlers  we  conduct  our  public  schools  more 
economically  ths  n  private  schools,  we  fail.  I  can- 
not seerbsimpprtauceof  establishing  three  or  four 
nurseries;  or  even  maintaining  the  one  now  in  ex- 
istence. Certainly  ic  ought  tot  to  cost  the  city 
more  than  persons  are  willing  to  ke-p  private 
schools  for. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— If  the  gentleman  will  look  over 
last  year's  reports,  he  will  find  that  th«  average 
cost  of  educating  every  scholar  in  Boston  is 
about  $37.  In  the  Latin  School  it  is  $240; 
in  the  Giils'  High  School  $104;  in  the 
Normal  School,  $155;  in  the  Dorchester  High 
School,  $145,  and  so  it  goes  on.  I  don't  want  to 
aopeai  as  riding  a  hobby,  because  I  am  not;   but 


tbi.-  kindergarten  system  is  nerely  an  experiment 
in  our  educatiooa'  system.  Ths  school  in  Somer- 
set street  was  recommended  by  a  committee  who 
examined  tbe  siibjec.  Very  few  jeaple 
ur  interested  in  education  are  acquainted 
with  the  system;  but  t  has  worke  i  so 
w.rll  in  Somerset  street  that  it  is  proposed 
to  establisn  them  in  those  portions  ot  cue  city 
where  childrsu  are  neglected.  I  hav^  no  doubt 
the  time  will  come  «  ben  tbe  city  will  have  a  great 
num'oei  of  th-ni.  Miss  Peabody,  who  has  devoted 
her  whole  lite  to  this  work,  has  noticed  tbatrchil- 
dien  trained  in  the  kindergarten  go  ahead  faster 
in  reading  and  wilting,  etc.,  than  those  who  have 
not.  Chile  en  who  have  an  utter  abhorrence  of 
ntner  i  cbooP,  love  to  go  to  the  kindergarten. 

Mr.  Power  of  Ward  20— Has  the  gentleman  any 
information  about  the  working  of  these  chools  in 
Worcester  County? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald -All  I  kno  is  in  regard  to  this 
city.  II  has  worked  so  well  here  that  the  School 
Board  asked  tor  its  adooci  >n  in  other  parts  of  the 
city.  It  ooes  o't  cost  any  more  than  a  mimary 
school  do<  s. 

Mr.  Power — lam  acquainted  with  a  teacher  in 
one  of  these  schools  in  Worcester,  and  from  what 
I  have  heard  I  am  favorable  to  the  system,  and  I 
sh  ;ll  vote  for  it.  I  ihiok  it  would  be  a  good  tiding 
to  establish  one  or  two  schools  of  tho.t  kind. 

The  Council  refused  to  accept  the  report— 23  for, 
24  against,  in  nun  concurrence. 

SCHOOLS  FOR  LICENSED  FEMALE    MINOHS. 

A  report  f  the  Committee  on  Public  Inst  mo- 
tion, that  it  is  inexpedient  to  furnish  school  ac- 
commodations foi  lice  sed  female  minors,  came 
down  to  be  accepted. 

Mr. Fitzgerald— I  would  ask  the  reasons  why 
this  report  is  made. 

Mr.  Page  of  Waul  9 — The  piaitei  came  before 
th  committee  no  long  ago  that  I  have  almost  tor- 
gotte.i  the  circun.siauces,  but  as  I  To  member,  it 
was  brought  up  by  the  tiuant  officers,  who  stated 
that  there  w&<  quite  a  la  ge  number  of  Italians 
who  sell  apples  a  d  oranges,  aid  thev  a;e  ig- 
noiv.nt  of  English.  It  is  proposed  10  have  some 
instruction  provided  for  them  the  same  as 
is  in  the  evening  school  for  boys.  It  came 
before  ihe  committee  laut  spring  and  I  don't 
exactly  remember  the  details,  but  my  im- 
preshn  *s  that  if  was  deeme  •  illegal  for 
the  oity  t>>  make  this  expenditure.  The  commit- 
tee u  are  ot  the  opinion  that  as  the  homes  of  theje 
girls  wer?  scattered  about  from  the  Norih  End  to 
the  South.Cove,  there  was  no  place  that  could  be 
secured  central  enough  to  accommodat  them, 
and  they  felt  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  en- 
ter into  the  uidtter. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  an  soriy  that  I  sm  obliged  to 
differ  with  the  committee.  We  have  two  schools 
—one  in  North  Margin  stieet  and  tbe  other  in 
East  street— established  through  the  interposition 
of  benevol-nt  and  philanthropic  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen for  the  puroose  of  educating  in  some  meas- 
ure the  bootblacks  and  newsboys  woo  receive  li- 
censes fiom  theBoard  of  Aldermen.  These  schools 
have  been  well  attended.  The  'covs  are  obliged  to 
attend  two  bouts  each  day,  and  non-atten  lance  is 
followed  by  the  revocation  of  the  license;  and 
th-y  get  an  education  that  they  would  not  other- 
wise jet.  This  order  cootemphites  the  establish- 
ment of  a  similar  school  for  licensed  girls.  The 
expense  woi  t  be  much.  The  fine  and  penalty  for 
non-  .tt-ndance  will  oblige  them  to  go  to  school 
two  hours  a  day.  It  will  be  apparent  at  once  that 
a  school  should  b«  established  for  these  girls  who 
peddle  oranges  and  who  are  growing  up  in  igno- 
rance. The  cost  for  a  teacher  will  be  about  $800  a 
year,  which  is  nothing  to  be  compared  to 
the  detriment  to  the  city  by  these  girls 
growing  up  io  ignorance.  I  am  sorry  to  see 
that  the  committee  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
this  school  for  gills  as  well  as  the  one  for  boys 
which  uov»  exists,  and  whi.  h  has  worked  so  ad- 
mirably. I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote  against  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report. 

A.  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Page  was 
lost,  and  the  report  was  not  accepted  in  non-con- 
currence—12  for,  23  against. 

UNFINISHED  BDSINESS. 

Order  for  purchase  of  6100  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less,  at  not  exceeding  forty  cents  per  foot,  on 
Harvard  avenue,  Ward  19,  and  for  the  erection  of 
an  eogine  house  ti  ereon,  at  an  estimated  cost  for 
land  and  huil  ing  of  $7000.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  purchase  of  30,000  feet  of  lmd,  more 
or  less,  on  Ashland  street,  West  Roxbury,  at  not 
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exceeding  $6000,  as  a  sire  for  a  primary  school- 
house.    Passed  iu  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  watch-clock,  wito  appurtenances,  to 
be  furnished  for  the  City  Hall,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $600     Passed  m  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  J.  E.  Blalremore,  $8.64,  for 
materials  furnished.    P,«ssed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  furnish  an  additional  safe  for  the 
Treasurer's  office.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  transfer  $100  from  the  appropriation 
for  casting's  to  that  for  tools  for  Lamp  Depart- 
ment.'   Passed  in  concurrence — yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Oraer  to  transfer  fr->m  the  appropriation  for 
Treasurer's  Department,  $5711.35,  and  from  ihe 
Reserved  Fund,  $28,146,43,  to  constitute  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Collector's  Departm-n',  $1000 
from  appropriation  for  Sinking  Fund  Commis- 
sioners to  that  tor  Auditor's  salary,  and  $1000  to 
that  for  Tieasurer's  salary.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence—yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Orde*  to  piovide  an  office  with  furniture  -i r; ci 
fixtures  for  Paik  Commissiocers.  Passed.  Sent 
up. 

Order  for  ao  order  to  be  reported  providing 
means  for  paying  expenses  ot  said  comraissioneis, 
for  clerical  services,  advertising,  etc.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  3800  ferrt  of  land,  more 
or  less,  on  Washington  street,  Ward  15,  and  toe 
erection  thereon  of  an  engine  oouse,  it  a  cost  for 
land  and  building  of  $8000.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Bozrd  of  Fie  Commissioners  presented 
their  second  annual  repoit  of  the  condition  of  the 
department  under  their  charge,  of  the  expendi- 
tures during  tae  year  finding  April  30, 1875,  to- 
gether with  the  record  of  fires  and  losses  duriog 
the  same  period.  Ihis  repoit  is  in  reality  ;he 
record  of  the  first  year  of  the  present  organiza- 
tion, since,  for  reasons  stated  ia  the  last  report, 
no  important  changes  in  the  organization  oi 
method  of  management  of  the  department  were 
made  till  April,  1874.  The  appointment  of  Wil- 
liam A.  Green  as  CIiinf  Engineer,  ar,d  of  the  sev- 
eral assistant  engineers  as  permanent  officers 
marked  distinctly  the  change  from  tlw  old  to  the 
new  system  ot  management. 

The  reorganization  of  the  companies  of  the  de- 
partment which  hau  been  begun  -rhen  the  last  ie- 
porc  was  made  has  been  carried  on  to  the  full  ex- 
tent then  proposed,  so  that  now  the  companies  ia 
the  districts  of  the  city  proper  are  all  of  chein 
made  up  of  permanent  members.  It  is  proposed 
to  change  Engine  Compauy  No.  22,  nowlocated  on 
Paiter  street,  from  a  "call"  to  a  "peiinanent  com- 
pany" as  soon  as  the  new  house  now  building  tor 
the  company  on  Dartmouth  street  is  compreted 
andieao'y  for  occupation.  At  the  present  date 
Engine  Companies  Nos.  4,  6,  7,  8, 10,  23,  25  and  26, 
Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  Nos.  1,  3  and  S,  aud 
Chemical  Engine  Companies  Nos.  1  and  2,  anil  the 
fire  boat,  have  been  reorganized  as  permanent 
companies.  Engine  Company  No.  22  will  at  once 
be  reorganized  as  permanent.  The  rest  of  the 
foice  will  consist  of  call  companies. 

The  force,  when  completely  reorganized,  will 
consist  of  3  covninisoioiieis,  1  chief  engineer,  1  su- 
perintendent fire  alarms,  13  assistant  engineeis,  4 
clerks,  22  permanent  foreineu,13  assistant  tore- 
men,  29  steam  enginemeo,  5  cheinic  il  engiueuien, 
27  assistant  eoginemen,  156  peimaneut  hosemen 
and  laddermen,  361  call  hosemen  and  ladd^rmen 
and  1  messenger  to  chief  engineer,  1  teamster,  3 
permanent  hostlers  and  11  hand  engiuemen,  1 
captain  of  fire  boat,  1  mate,  1  stewaio,  1  engine- 
man,  1  assistant  engineinan,  1  stoker  and  1  deck 
hand,  4  fire-alaim  telegrapu  opera' ors  ana  5  re- 
paiieis;  in  all,  664  men. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  repairs  of  toe 
houses  of  the  department  have  been  made  by  the 
board,  and  charged  to  the  aopropriation  of  the 
Fire  Department.  They  had  previously  been  marie 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Buildings,  aud 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  that  department. 
The  work  has  this  year  largely  beeu  done  by  per- 
manent men  of  the  depattmeut.  It  is  the  settled 
policy  of  the  board  to  detail  men  of  the  several 
permanent  companies  to  make  all  needed  repairs, 
where  it  can  be  done  without  weakening  the  ef- 
fective force.  Almost  every  trade  is  represented, 
and  it  is  but  right  that  the  city  should  have  the 
benefit  of  theii  skill  when  occasion  requires. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  shows  clearly 
the  advantage  of  such  a  polrcy,  and  it  may  well 
be  that  r\  considerable  saving  will  result  to  the 
city  in  consequence.  The  houses  generally  are 
now  in  good  repair,  although  a  moderate  outlay 


will  be  required  during  the  coming  year  to  keep 
them  in  good  coudition.  The  new  house  forEn- 
gioe  Company  No.  3  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany No.  3,  at  the  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and 
Bristol  street,  is  completed. 

The  beard  have  recommended  (and  the  City 
Couccil  have  ordered)  t'>at  land  be  obtained  and 
three  houses  built— one  in  the  vicinity  of  Egleston 
square,  ooe  at  West  Roxbury  Village,  and  one 
Dear  Allston  Siation,  Brighton  District,  for  addi- 
tional fire  apparacus,  which,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  board,  are  requited  at  those  points. 

The  apparatus  of  the  department  consists  at 
present  of  36  ^tttin  fire  engines  (29  10  Srinee,  7  in 
reserve);  7  chemical  engines  (5  in  service,  2  in  re- 
serve); 15  hose  cJATiagas  (11  in  service,  4  in  re- 
serve) ;  12  hook  and  ladder  carriages  (11  in  service, 
1  in  reserve);  15  coal  wagons,  34  pangs.  Veiy  con- 
siderable repairs  have  beeo  required  dining  tht 
yeai  in  or  er  to  keep  i  j  ao  id  and  serviceable  con- 
ditio! 1i-  entire  apparatus,  both  that  in  seivice 
ai  d  that  in  rsse  ve.  The  boilers  of  Engine-  Nos. 
16  and  20  were  found  ia  a  verv  bao  conditiot ,  and 
were  in,  de  over.  Engine  IS  proves  to  be  in  =»  sim- 
ilar condition,  and  will  have  to  be  rebuilt.  With 
this  exception,  the  apparatus  is  at  predentin  good 
order,  and  will  probably  require  during  the  ensu- 
ing year  only  the  usual  amouiit  ot  small  repairs, 
unless  serious  accidents  should  occur.  The  lum- 
ber of  accidents  resulting  iu  serious  injury  to  ap- 
paratus has  considerab] ,-  diminished,"  largely  in 
consequeace  of  more  carelul  driviug. 

Reckless  cr  too  rapid  oriviug  is  strictly  forbid- 
den. The  important  chiog  is  io  hay t  the  appara- 
tus reach  the  tiie  iu  a  serviceable  condition,  and 
it  is  clearly  of  more  consequence  to  iusure  that 
than  to  run  the  risk  ot  having  an 
engine  overturned  or  otherwise  disabled, 
in  order  to  make  a  possible  gain  of  a  few 
seconds.  At  tin?  same  time  piomptness  in  reach- 
ing the  fire  is  impressed  upou  all  members  of  the 
department  as  their  most  important  duty.  The 
new  apparatus  bought  during  the  past  year  c  in- 
sists of  three  chemical  engines,  four  light  pungs, 
eighteen  pungs  fitted  to  carry  a  r>  el  ot  hose,  one 
two- wheel  hose  ca-riage  and  wo  Concord  «  agon:. 

In  the  anpropriation  approved  for  the  ensuing 
year  the  ertiaiate  of  $16,000  for  new  apparatus  was 
for  tue  proposed  purchase  of  a  steam  fire  engine, 
a  hook  and  ladder  truck,  two  or  more  hose'ear- 
riages,  and  an  aldiiioaal  chemical  eusriue.  A 
portion  of  this  now  work  vill  probably  be  made  at 
the  new  repair  shoo. 

The  expeaiencyof  making  the  steam  fire  engines 
in  service  "self-piopelleis,"  that  is,  ot  doing  away 
with  horses  on  the  engines,  has  been  considered 
by  the  board,  aDd,  as  au  experiment,  the  engine 
known  as  "Piopeller,"  hitherto  drawn  Dyho.ses. 
has  been  run  for  six  mouths  as  a  steam  propeller 
by  Engine  Compauy  No.  21.  The  results  have 
beeti  very  satisfactory.  There  is  no  difficul'y  in 
keeping  up  fifty  pounds  of  steam  at  all  times,  by 
means  of  the  new  coal-heaters,  at  a  very  moderate 
cost.  The  steamer  is  ready  to  start  the  instant 
au  alarm  is  rereived,  and  go  at  a  uuiform  speed 
as  rapidly  as  may  be  desired.  The  board  are  not 
piepated  to  make  a  change  of  so  radical  a  kind  at 
present,  but  call  attention  to  it  as  a  question  de 
seivius  careful  consideration  iu  the  pmchase  of 
new  engines  to  teplace  old  ones  worn  out.  The 
only  objection  to  thsir  introduction  is  tbat  they 
are  supposed  to  frighten  horses  moie  tnau  the 
engiues  drawn  by  horses.  The  rxperience  of  the 
past  j  ear  does  not  show  any  accidents  from  this 
cause.  They  are  low  in  successful  us.^  iu  New 
York  and  Detroit. 

The  uumb°r  of  feet  of  hose  in  use  remains  about 
the  same  as  was  leported  a  year  ago.  viz. :  Leather 
boss,  24,610  feet;  cotton  hose.  25.361  feet;  rubber 
hose,  23,943  feet;  total,  73,914  feet.  Aoout  10,000 
feet  of  hose  of  all  kinds  have  beeu  condemned  as 
entirely  unserviceable,  aad  most  of  it  sold,  and  its 
place  supplied  by  new  hose  purchased  during  ihe 
year.  The  whole  amount  ot  Miction  hose  is  1112  feet, 

Tae  fire  boat  has  oi  all  occasions  calling  tor  its 
services  shown  itself  a  very  useful  and  important 
arm  of  the  service,  and  justified  its  continuance 
as  a  meaus  of  protection  of  the  water  front. 
During  the  past  wintei  it  performed  an  important 
service  in  breaking  ice  from  the  ch  innels,  and  in 
keeping  open  access  to  various  parts  of  the  water 
front,  where,  in  case  of  fire,  it  would  have  been 
the  main  dependence. 

The  department  is  at  present  well  equipped  with 
hoises  though  tueie  are  still  some  which  will  soon 
be  replaced  l)y  fresh  ones,  better  able  to  do  the 
work  reqiu'edor  thsiu.  The  number  uosv  iu  ser- 
vice is  126;  the  number  iu  service  April  SO,  1874, 
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was  117.  During  ihe  year  ooe  has  died  fiom  dis- 
ease, and  two  have  been  killed  by  accident;  eight 
have  been  sold  or  exchanged,  and  twenty  have 
be^n  purchased. 

The  need  of  a  repair  Ph  >p,  and  the  reasons  why 
it  is  oesit able  to  establish  one,  were  given  fully 
in  the  last  report,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here. 
A  hose  and  harness  repair  shop  was  started  in 
September,  iu  uooccupie  l  rooms  of  the  new  h  >use 
of  Engine  Company  No.  25  and  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company  No.  8  on  Washington  square.  Two  men 
bave  beeu  ta  ployed  during  tne  past  six.  months, 
and  bave  been  assiste  1  by  one  or  two  detailed 
there  1  nun  t,b a  permanent  force  when  required. 
During  this  tune  th-y  have  uiaie  all  neede  1  re- 
pairs of  the  n  >se  and  harnesses  of  the  department, 
aod  in  addition  thereto  made  a  considerable  quan- 
tify ot  i  ew  work.  It  has  thus  Jar  come  up  to  ibe 
exoectatioa*  of  the  boaio' . 

It  rettalus  to  be  seen  whnther  this  uill  also  ful- 
fil the  expectations  ot  the  board,  f  be  amount  ap- 
propriateo  for  equipping  and  fitting  uo  the  shop 
was  $9000;  but  ot  this  sum  only  $6241,46  tiad  been 
expended  up  to  May  1.  It  is  probable  that  the 
further  sum  ot  $1000  will  equip  it  sufficient  v  to 
do  such  work  as  it  ij  proposed  at  presett  to  under- 
take. 

The  fire-alarm  telegiaph,  an  iid'spensaDle 
branch  of  the  Fire  Department,  must  of  uecesssity 
be  kept  in  good  condition  to  Id  sura  its  being  at 
all  tim-s  and  under  almost  all  circumstances  per- 
fectly reliable;  and  its  propei  care  and  manage- 
ment i^  justly  regarded  as  of  the  first  importance. 
The  wire  ,  boxes,  machines  and  oiher  apparatus 
are,  witu  few  exceptions,  10  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion. The  wires,  however,  on  the  Lorthsast, 
northwest,  and  a  part  of  the  Roxbury  circuits, 
have  been  up  a  number  of  years,  aud  are  not  in  a 
condition  to  withstand  the  storms  of  another  win- 
ter. These  circuits  must  be  rerun,  aud  the  wire 
for  Ibis  purpose  has  alieady  bean  purchased,  and 
the  work  will  be  done  the  coming  summer. 

The  fire-alarm  telegraohs  ot  Charlestown  and 
West  Roxbury  have  not  been  changed,  as  «a«  at 
one  time  thought  desiiable,  but  bave  been  con- 
nected with  tneCiiyHall  in  such  manner  tnat 
alarms  in  those  restricts  are  re;eived  at  headquar- 
ters 

The  fiie-al;,rm  system  of  tha  city  proper  has  not 
been  extended  to  Brighton  District,  as  tne  neces- 
sity for  it  did  not,  in  the  opinion  of  tb^  board, 
seem  great  enough  to  justify  the  large  expendi- 
ture which  would  be  required.  The  holder .  of  the 
fire-alarm  patm.ts  claim  that  the  rights  winch  the 
city  »a- acquired,  by  purchase  and  otherwise,  to 
use  the  patents,  apply  simply  to  the  territory  com- 
prised in  the,  city  limits  previous  to  annexation, 
and  do  not  extend  to  the  districts  recently  an- 
nexed. There  niiy  be  a  question  whetner  this 
claim  is  a  valid  one  oi  not,  but  assuming  that  it 
is,  the  demands  of  the  hollers  of  the  patents  tor 
the  privilege  of  using  tbem  are  so  large  that  the 
cost  of  establishing  an  efficient  fire-alaim  in  ttiat 
district  H  greater  than  would  db  warranted  by  the 
benefits  likely  to  result  from  the  introduction.  A 
telegraph  line  has,  however,  bean  run  to  the  en- 
gine house  in  Bugticor.,  and  a  double  communica- 
tion with  the  city  hall  has  been  established. 

The  following  summary  of  fires,  lose,  insurance 
on  the  property,  damages,  etc.,  fhows  oa  the 
whole  the  good  fortune  of  the  city  during  the 
year,  and  gives  gratifying  evidence  of  the  ability 
of  the  department  to  confine  fires  within  narrow 
limits : 

"Number  of  Alarms. 

May,  1873,  to  1874 720,  including  266  stills. 

May,  1874,  to  1875 702,  including  244  stills. 

Loss. 

Buildings.         Stock.  Total. 

May, 1873,  to  1874.. $1,134,835.95    $2,295,546.55    $3,430,382.50 

May,  1874,  to  1875..      4J4.979.00         793,524.00       1,228,403.00 

Insurance. 

Buildings.         Stock.  Total. 

May,  1873,  to  1874.  .$1,341,470.45    $2,109,274.32    $3,443,750.77 

May,  1874,  to  1875..    1,758  939.00       1,918,069.00       3,077,008.00 

The  dial  lines  meotioned  in  tne  report  of  last 
year  as  to  be  established,  have  all  been  run,  and 
telegraphic  communication  li  constantly  had  be- 
tween the  City  Hall  and  the  headquarters  of  each 
distnet  and  the  repair  shop.  They  bave  proved 
essential  to  the  best  working  of  the  department. 
The  cost  of  these  dial  lines,  and  ot  the  extension 
of  wij  es  to  Brighton  District,  has  been  $4633.72. 

Alaims— Number  of  telegraph  fires,  505;  num- 
ber of  telegraph  false,  29;  number  of  telegraph 
needless,  24;  fires  extinguished  without  giving  a 
public  alarm,  244.    Total— 702. 


Fire—  Total  number  of  actual  fires.  601;  coa- 
fined  tn  one  building,  571 — niuety-five  percent.; 
extended  to  others,  30 — five  per  cent. 

Builnings— Slightly  damaged,  511— eighty -five 
pei  cent.;  considerably  oamagert,  fifty-five— nine 
per  cent.;  totally  destroyed,  thirty-five— six  per- 
cent. 

Great  caie  has  been  taken  to  make  th-  tables  of 
losses  accmate,  and  tiiev  are  believed  to  show  c 
close  approximation  t<>  the  actual  loss  by  fire. 

It  shou'o.  also  be  remembered  thot  the  city  the 
past  year  incluoeo  Charlesrown,  West  Roxbury 
and  HritUton,  wbica  nave  contributed  their  share 
of  fir-'S  a  id  1  'sses.  The  losi  bv  the  file  on  Hit- 
tinger's  wharf  in  Charlestowu  was  $159,975. 

The  whole  number  ot  discharges  for  caus  s  is  31, 
as  follow.,;  Intoxication,  16;  absence  without 
leave,  6;  neglect  of  duty,  4;  conduct  prej  idicial 
to  gooo  order,  5  —  31.  Th  =  intemperate  use  of 
liquor  in  one  form  or  another  has  been  the  imme- 
diate caus  in  the  majority  of  eases,  and  the  prox- 
imate cause  in  neatly  allot  thtm.  The  ooard  enjoin 
upon  all  members  of  the  depaitmeut  an  eutire  ab- 
stinence from  intoxicating  liquors,  and  do  all 
thane  possible  to  mscourage  tbe  use  of  them. 
No  pledge  is  exacted,  but  in  all  cases  where  in- 
toxication is  clearly  proven,  th=  member  has  been 
dismissed,  nd  in  no  instance  been  readmitted  to 
the  department.  Upon  this  point  there  can  be  no 
question  that  the  <rood  of  th-j  service  demands  the 
inflexiole  canying  out  of  the  mles. 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  financial 
year  the  board  mads  an  estimate  of  tne  amount 
whicb  they  thought  would  be  necessaiy  to  carry 
on  tae  dspartine  n,  an  l  the  City  Council  maoe  an 
appropriation  in  accordance  therewith.  The  esti- 
mate was  based  upon  the  expenses  of  the  year 
just  eu ding,  with  sucl  additions  as  the  itcreased 
territory  aou  the  proposed  changes  m  tbe  organi- 
zation of  the  department  would  make  necessary. 
In  the  exptndittue  of  them  one/  appiopriateJ  the 
actu  il  need  of  the  department, "Vitfiout  reference 
to  what  has  been  done  heretofore,  na-  governed 
the  action  ot  the  board:  and  in  closing  tbe 
year  with  an  unexpended  balance  of  $112,- 
192.21,  they  deem  it  proper  to  state  that 
immediate  attention  to  the  requirements  of 
the  depa-tmei  t  has  been  their  mle;  and  no  neces- 
sary expenditure  has  been  delayed,  to  make  a 
show  ot  economy,  or  put  off,  to  affect  favor- 
ably the  condition  of  tbe  appropriation.  The 
items  tor  repairs  of  apparatus  and  hose  make 
nearly  one-halt  the  saving,  but  the  apparatus  and 
hose  have  br.en  kept  all  the  time  in  good  order, 
and  their  present  condition  will  certainly  bear 
comparison  with  any  other  pe  ioa  in  the  history 
of  the  department.  No  special  appropriation  was 
asked  for  or  made  for  the  purchase  of  new  ap- 
paratus, but  ueedful  additions  have  been  made  to 
the  extent  of  $744150,  and  paid  foi  out  of  tbe 
Amount  saved  from  tne  appropriation  for  repairs. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  men  per- 
manently employed  over  those  employed  in  the. 
year  endme-  May  1, 1874,  is  shown  in  a  comparison 
of  the  aggiegatej  of  tbe  pay  rolls  for  each  year,  as 
follows : 
For  the  year  ending  May  1,1875 $342,414.83 

" Mayl,1874 259,635.94 


Increase $82,778.89 

It  will  rexdily  be  seen,  too,  tbat  the  increase  in 
the  number  ot  men  permanently  employed  neces- 
sitates an  increase  in  expenditures  ol  all  kinds, 
and  yet  our  whole  expenditure  lor  the  year  is  less 
than  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  auditor's 
report  shows  the  total  amount  paid  for  the  Fire 
Department  and  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  tc  have 
been 

In  the  year  ending  Mav  1 ,  1874 $642,732.76 

"    "       "         "         May),  1875 629,288.16 


Difference  in  favor  oi  May,  1875 $13,444.60 

The  amount  paid  to  the  Cocnituate  Water  Board 
for  water  and  cars  of  hydrants,  which  is  an  arbi- 
trary charge,  based  upon  no  actual  u°e  of   water, 
is  mcluoed  in  both  years,  and  was  as  follows: 
Iu  the  vear  ending,  May,  1875— 

Water $57,240.00 

Hydrants 37,992.00 

$95,232.00 

In  the  vear  ending  May,  1874 — 

Water $48  855.00 

Hydrants 32,256.00 

$81,111.00 

Difference  in  favor  of  May,  1875 $14,121.00 

The  items  of  lepairs    of   houses  is  an  entirely 
Dew  charge  to  the  expenses   ot  the  Fire  Depart- 
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me  it,  as  always  bsrore  the  present  year  tbe  work 
has  been  clone  under  the  direction  of  the  Super- 
intendent ox  Buildings,  and  charged  to  the  PudHc 
Buildings  Departm-  nt. 

At  the  commencement  of  th3  present  year  the 
City  Council  tiaosferred  This  duty  to  tbe  Fire 
Commissioners,  with  an  tppiopriation  of  §20,000, 
of  widen  only  $6815.28  has  be*n  usea ;  but  this 
amount  is  included  in  the  $629,278.16,  tl  e  expenses 
of  the  department  for  the  year.  The  fitting  up  of 
a  repair  shop  with  anacMne.ry  and  tools  to  the 
amount  of  $5526.84  is  also  included  in  the  same 
sum. 

SSBt  Up. 

EAST  BOSTON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  report,  loezpedi-  nt  to  tarnish  accommoda- 
tions for  a  high  schoil  in  East  Boston,  a  od  the 
substitute  or.. er  to  furnish  sucu  accotnmodatior.s 
(City  Doc.  No.  93),  were  considered  in  the  regular 
ortlst  under  unfinished  busir-ess,  the  question 
bein>.  on  the  motion  to  substitute. 

Mr.  Peabo  ly  of  Ward  9— We  should  all  b«  glad 
to  gratify  our  fellow  ci  izens  of  Ea:t  Boston,  and 
I  oo  not  rise  to  oppose  the  order  so  much  as  m 
make  oat  or  t*'o  -uggestions  nhy  it  woulo  De  ad- 
visable (o  let  the  ma'ter  lie  over  a  few  months 
longer.  A  compact  School  Board  corner  into 
operation  in  less  than  foil."  months,  much 
.smaller  than  the  present  one,  which  wt  hope 
will  fu'nish  b6tter  educatio  j  at  leduced 
prices.  Before  establishing;  unure  bcanch  schools 
we  should  let  this  new  board  look  about 
them  ano  perhaps  listen  to  their  recommen- 
d'-it'ons.  Two  ltnportan  questions  come  up — one, 
the  mixing  up  of  boys  and  gins  of  the  ages  of 
fouiteeu  and  ssventeen,  as  is  done  in  the  suburb- 
an nigh  schools ;  the  other  of  separating  them  in- 
to large  high  schools  m  the  centre  of  Boston. 
From  toe  little  investigation  I  have given  the  sub- 
ject there  seem  5  to  be  good  reason  for  sep- 
arating the  sexes.  Another  question  is,  Can 
this  instruction  be  giveu  so  well  in  a 
divioed  establishment  as  in  a  large  cen- 
tral high  school?  .Let  me  suggest  "Harvard  College 
as  ar.  illustration.  Suppose  Worcester  and  Spring- 
field aod  Salem  a.rjri  Boston  and  every  other  large 
place  in  the  State  opposed  sending  their  boys  to 
Harvard,  and  preferied  to  establish  colleges  of 
Their  own.  It  is  evident  that  it  would  not  only 
be  enormously  expensive,  but  clearly  impossible 
to  provide  anything  like  the  educatioo  ths  boys 
can  get  in  a  large  central  establismnent  like  Har- 
vard, with  its  corps  of  professors  and  ample  ap- 
paratus. Let  m.-  instance  one  study.  At  tha 
Girls'  High  School  the  young  ladies  go  into  the 
large,  well-lighted  rooms  piovided  with  tables 
where  they  can  sit  and  study  the  specimens  of 
flowers  brought  iu  by  scholars.  They  can  investi- 
gate the  wonderful  secrets  disclosed  by  the  mi- 
croscope, and  a  study  proceeding  so  must  be  full 
of  interest  and  pleasure.  Compare  that  v?ith  the 
dryness  of  the  study  of  botany  from  text  books 
with  specimens  and  apparatus  tor  examination. 
Something  ot  tue  same  principle  must  ap- 
ply to  all  studies.  Patriotic  and  sensible 
geutletneu  can  take  diffeient  views  of  this 
question,  and  have  done  so.  The  Super- 
intendent, finding  these  br  nch  high  schools  iD 
Cbarlestowo,  Dorehestet  and  Roxbury.  accepted  it 
as  a  settle  J  system  ard  was  in  favor  of  them  in 
East  and  South  Boston,  and  the  large  School  Com- 
mittee hold  the  same  opinion.  On  the  other  hand 
ou  1  committee,  after  an  investigation,  bold  a  dif- 
ferent opiuion.  It  ooly  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
advisable,  not  so  much"  to  bill  this  question,  as  to 
let  it  lie  over  until  th>=  new  board  comes  in.  I 
know  it  is  iiksome  to  young  ladies  to  travel  a  long 
distance  to  the  central  school ;  but  I  aui  not  sure 
but  that  it  is  advantageous.  The  European 
\vom;-n  aie  more  healthy,  are  far  more  in 
the  open  air  than  ours,  ard  I  am  inclined  to 
think  one  leasou  of  the  ill  health  of  Ameiican 
ladies  is  that  they  sper.d  so  much  time  iu  the 
bouse  with  tneir  sewing  aud  leading  and  are  so 
little  hi  the  open  air.  For  these  reasons  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  wiser  to  let  the  report  lie  over  for  a 
year. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  W aid  4— This  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  question  which  ought  to  receive  a  great  deal 
of  consideration,  because  it  is  a  step  which  I  con- 
sider wrong  and  is  in  a  direction  against 
which  we  are  warned  by  our  own  committee. 
It  is  true  our  defunct  School  Board  rec- 
ommenoed  it,  but  they  have  uot  the  lesponsibili- 
ty  of  providing  the  means  for  it.  The  School 
Board  might  like  to  have  these  schools  in  every 
ward ;  but  it  is  for  us  to  say  whether  it  is  wise  to 
spend  money  m  this  way.    Ihe  reasons  giveu  tor 


it  by  the  geotlemau  Horn  Waid  1  are  entirety  of  a 
local  t.acure.  He  saio.  it  is  r.esirej  by  the  people 
of  East  Boston.  1  don'r.  doubt  it.  People  denre 
a  gi eat  many  things;  if  Hived  there  I  should  c.e- 
sire  it;  >  e  would  like  -.  bridge  or  a  tunnel  to  cb- 
literate  their  sepaiatton  from  the  citypioper.  I 
b-ve  lo  iked  at  tne  report  of  the  School  Board 
and  see  that  ui3  position  is  r.ot  t  nable.  T«.i- 
thirds  of  •'he  Dorchester  scholars  have  to  travel 
two  miles  to  ichooi  every  day.  Tbe<e  i<*  very  little 
diffeieoce  in  coming  fjtotn  th.-  Island  Ward.  After 
thev  set  to  the  ferries  they  are  within  easv  r°ach 
of  the  schools.  I  look  at  the  cost,  which  will  be 
$12,000  a  year  for  teacheis,  or  about  the  sam;  as 
the  Brighton  school,  which  accommodates  an 
equal  number  of  scholars.  However  much  we  es- 
teem our  colleagues  from  the  Island  Ward  I  think 
it  would  be  unwise  to  eDter  upon  this  step  against 
the  advice  of  out  own  committee,  especially  at  a 
time  «hen  another  section  of  the  city  with  much 
greater  illative  population  aod  property  has  1  ot 
asked  for  it.  I  don't  think  we  should  establish 
this  school  i>  East  Boston  a:d  not  look,  at  the 
wants  of  South  Bostoa.  It  is  true  that  there 
iue  high  s.hools  in  the  outlying  wards 
autex.d  to  toe  city;  but  it  must  be  le- 
membered  th  y  were  established  by  money 
raised  b\  taxation  1  those  places  before  annexa- 
tion. If  East  Boston  should  build  a  big  a  school 
and  ask  the  city  to  run  it,  ths  case  »ouldbeaoout 
the  same.  It  is  a  hardship  to  those  living  at  a 
distance  to  come  so  far.  But  some  people  must 
live  at  a  distance;  aod  people  living  fa- from  the 
centre  of  intelligence,  which  is  supposes  to  be  ia 
Ward  4,  01  about  this  place,  must  take  the  good 
with  the  bad  as  it  is.  I  can't  see  the  necessity 
of  the  city  b  iug  tcxed  next  year  to  erect  a 
building  to  be  supplied  with  superior  ac- 
commodations. It  is  shown  that  ia  Dor- 
che.ter  tbe  patents  send  children  to  the  central 
school  in  Bostou  by  quite  a  large  percentage.  At 
all  events  so  long  as  South  Boston  has  made  no 
claim,  East  Boston  1  an  do  without  a  high  .-chool  a 
little  longer.  We  will  be  anticipating  the  action 
or  tbe  new  board ,  &ud  it  will  be  oisrespectful  to 
them  to  settle  this  question  of  haying  a  1  lge 
school  or  a  number  of  country  academies. 

Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8 — There  has  been  a  great 
deal  said  in  regard  to  e  lucatio.  .  anrf  tiie  gentle- 
man troui  Ward  4  remarked  that  the  children 
from  Dorchester  curne  irto  Boston.  That  is  vsry 
true,  but  when  you  consider  that  East  Boston  is 
separated  from  the  city"  by  watei,  and  that  some- 
times there  is  a  tog,  aud  the  boat  which  sails  at 
S  A.M.  can't  arrive  on  this  side  till,  half-past  nine, 
I  w  uld  Use  to  kno,v  .vbat  time  the  children  are 
going  to  get  to  school.  That  is  a  question. 
East  Boston  has  a  population  of  30,000.  1 1  rj  ought 
to  have  the  same  advantages  as  othet  sections. 
There  is  hardly  a  city  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand population  in  this  Commonwealth  that 
has  n't  a  high  school.  East  Boston  has  th;  same 
right.  The  questiou  is  not  wsat  the  new  govern- 
ment will  do;  we  have  nothing  to  sav  about  that. 
We  have  representatives  from  the  different  wards 
who  are  pe.fectly  capable  of  advocating  their 
rights  without    waiting  for  a  new  goveri  tneor. 

Mi.  Daj  of  v.'a-ci  1— The  gentletniii  from  Ward 
4  says  that  tne  expense  of  this  school  will  be 
$12,000  a  yeat.  I  am  u  lable  to  ?ee  how  it  will 
amount  to  so  large  a  sum,  for  the  city  owns  the 
building,  the  old  Lvman  Schoolhouse,  winch  lias 
two  rooins  in  tbe  upper  story  wbich  can  be  used 
for  this  school.  Atnreseitit  is  only  pro,  osed  to 
start  one  class.  W  hao  125  graduates  this 
spring  ;.cd  about  100  will  piobaolj  attend  this 
school.  Thev  have  uuiicateo  a  desire  to  do 
so.  Toe  masters  of  tbe  high  schools  co  not 
all  receive  $4000  a  year,  as  was  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  Theie  aie  two  who 
receive  less  thin  that.  It  is  believed  by  thos  in 
authority  that  a  master  for  this  class  can  be  se- 
cured tor  $2500,  and  of  course  tbe  other  instruc- 
tion will  cost  no  moie  to  teach  iu  this  school  than 
t  ths  puotls  were  sent  to  the  city  proper.  So 
the  only"  differei.ee  will  be  in  the  mas- 
ter's salary.  This  is  not  an  expensit  e  expeii- 
nieut.  There  are  so  many  high  schools  in 
the  City  that  it  can  hardly  be  called  an  experi- 
ment. If  it  is  found,  after  tbe  new  boa  id 
comes  iuto  working  condition— which  nobody 
belie-'es  they  will  do  before  two  or  three  years; 
aui!  it  will  be  as  long  as  that  before  any  tboiougb. 
reorgaoizatioo  of  tbe  school  system  shall  take 
place— that  this  school  does  not  result  a*  is  ex- 
pected, then  it  can  be  done  away  with.  If  it  is 
proposed  to  do  away  with  all  these  outside  schools, 
then  this  one  can  go  too.    But  I  don't  believe  the 
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Eeop!e  of  Boston  will  ever  consent  to  it.  I  don't 
elieve  in  tbe  city  attempti  g  to  build  up  a  large 
ceucral  high  school  at  the  expense  of  other  sec- 
tions. No  good  argument  has  been  made  against 
the  high  school.  If  we  have  the  scholars  to  at- 
tend the  school  I  don't  believe  thi  city  of  Bos- 
ton will  begrudge  the  salary  ot  the  teacher.  The 
gentleman  from  Waro  9  state  i  at  the  last  meeting 
that  the  expeuse  ot  the  high  schools  was  over 
$284,000.  that,  I  am  informed,  is  not  quite  cor- 
rect, but  thAt  the  sum  is  something  like  $208,000 — 
qute  a  material  diffetence. 

IV r.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  will  stick  bv  th°  figures 
I  gave  at  the  last  me-  ting.  The  figures  in  the  of- 
ficial report  are  not  the  ones  given  by  me  in  this 
chambei.  f he  expenses  of  the  high  schools,  as 
taken  from  a  table  in  th<i  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Accounts,  were  $253,864.05.  1  wish  the  gentle- 
man would  tntiise  lr  to  the  School  Board  some  of 
his  idnas  aoout  ruim.ng  high  schiols.  He 
suggests  *hat  this  school  iu  Ease  Boston 
can  be  run  at  a  very  limited  expense  and 
that  one  bun  red  pupils  can  be  accommodated 
in  ihe  Lyman  Scoolhouse  on  W<-bster  street,  I 
believe.  I  am  informed  that  this  building  is  three 
stories  high, and  on  tbe  uppst  floor  Eve  two  vacant 
rooms.  We  all  know  it  is  a'omrd  to  think  that 
a  high  school  can  be  >  mi  with  do  other  accommo- 
dations; it  is  also  well  known  that  no  high  school 
can  be  run  with  one  teacber  if  you  have  100  schol- 
ars. In  the  Charlestown  High  School  there  are 
nine  teachers,  with  a  head  master  at  $4000;  a 
»a*ter  in  the  English  department  at  $2800; 
a  f>ub-inast?r  (last  year)  Jt  $2200;  t*o  head 
assistarts  at  $1200  each;  three  assistants  at 
$1000  each ;  and  one  teacher  in  French  at 
$600;  this  school  has  207  puoils.  a<-d  the  total  ex- 
penditure for  salaries  is  $15,000.  The  Dorchester 
High  School  has  195 pupils,  and  th«y  hive  seven 
teacheis  ar  a  cost  of  $10,100.  The  Biighton  High 
School  has  65  pupils,  a  head  master  afa  salary  of 
$2800,  one  head  assistant  at  $1200,  one  assistant  at 
$1000,  a  'eacher  of  French  at  $250,  making  a  total 
for  salaries  of  $5250.  The  West  Roxbury  High 
School  has  71  pupils,  a  head  master  at  $3500,  a  sub- 
master  at  $2200,  two  assistant'-  at  $1000  ea<*b,  one 
teacher  in  French  at  $500,  one  teacher  in 
German  at  $500.  making  a  t  tal  for  salaries  of 
$8700.  The  gentleman  oroooses  to  run  this  school 
in  East  Bos  to  u  with  ftom  175  to  200  puoil",  in  ooe 
room,  at  an  exoecs'i  of  $3500  a  >eai  for  one  mas- 
ter. If  it  could  oe  done,  I  would  most  cheerfully 
vote  for  it;  but  1  know  ir.  cannot,  oe  dooe.  It  is 
known  that  the  scholars  cannot  all  be  of  the  same 
grade.  Those  who  have  attended  the  high  school 
in  Bed  toid  street  one  year  or  more  will  expect  to 
enter  an  East  Boston  class  ot  the  «ame  grade  the 
same  as  if  they  remained  in  the  city,  and  it  would 
only  be  a  short  time  before  a  new  building  would 
have  to  be  erected.  The  olan  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  is  the  way  all  these  expenses  start. 
They  com  mence  by  an  expenditure  of  af  e  v  hundred 
dolla-s,  which  gtadually  increases  to  thousands, 
and  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  e/ection  of  a  high 
scboolhouse  would  soon  follow,  to  cost  anywhere 
from  $50,000  to  $75,000.  And  many  scholars  do 
not  attend  these  local  high  schools,  wneie  they 
are  alreaoy  eot^bliehed.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
Dorchestei  High  School.  The  difticultv  ot  teach- 
ing that  school  is  much  greater  to  the  children  of 
Dorche<t°r  than  of  reaching  the  school  in  Bed- 
ford street  by  the  pupils  iu  East  Boston  ;  and  the 
result  is  that  quite  a  number  of  Dorchester  pupils 
attend  the  Bedford-street  School  rather  than  their 
own  high  school,  becau-e  it  is  accessible  by  only 
ore  line  ot  horse  cars,  which  run  at  rare 
inteivals,  and  they  can  come  to  the  cencral  high 
school  much  easiei  tLan  they  can  go  to  their  ow->. 
I  notice  that  an  order  has,  oeen  introduced  m  the 
School  Bond  aud  a  comarttee  a|. pointed  looking 
toward  the  establishment  of  a  high  school  in 
Soulh  Boston,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  committee 
will  report  in  favor  of  it,  tbe  same  as  they  did  in 
East  Boston,  and  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  erect 
a  building  tbeie.  Before  we  go  into  this  whole- 
sale establishment  of  high  schools  I  think  we 
should  wait  aud  see  if  it  is  the  judgment  of  the 
new  School  Boara  that  they  should  be  es- 
tablished. If  tbe  t"?et.tv-four  me.,  to  be 
elected,  after  carefully  considering  the  question 
ot  high  school  instruction,  decide  that  this  course 
should  be  pursued,  there  will  be  time  enough  for 
us  to  act.  There  are  many  problems  in  tbe  School 
Board  to  be  unravelled.  Some  believe  that  an  ad- 
vance"'class  should  be  established  in  the  gram- 
mer  schools  and  the  couise  of  the  high  schools 
lessered.  They  have  quite  a  number  of  problems 
to  commence  upon,     ihe  time  is  so  short,  that  it 


will  be  wiser  for  the  City  Council  to  delay 
this  matter  until  we  can  get  the  judg- 
ment of  tho  e  twuty-four  met.  If  they  decide 
that  it  is  expedient  to  establish  high  schools  in 
Ea-t  and  South  Boston,  it  seems  to  me  here  i 
just  as  much  reason  for  one  at  the  North  End, 
for  that  is    no   nearer    the  location  of  the   pro- 


Eosec     new     central     high     school.    The     city 
as      purcbas-d      ard      paid     nearly      $300,000 
tor     a      lot     for     the     purpose      of      erecting 


an  English  and  Latin  high  school  'here- 
on. Now  if  thi<  system  ot  local  high  -chools  is  to 
be  adopted,  of  cooise  that  land  should  be  sol?, 
for  it  would  be  useless  to  :  recr  a  build- 
ing there  unlo-s  u  ja  intended  to  have 
one  central  high  school.  I  therefore  hone 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  accepted 
and  that  we  shall  wait  the  very  short  time  /vhich 
is  necessary  and  allow  the  men  who  are  to  ta'>e 
this  matter  into  consideration  to  have  a  chance  to 
consider  it.  Tire  c-rrainlv  is  something  in  our 
schools  which  needs  investigatiot .  Theie  is  no 
reason  wby  it  should  cost  $1,250,000  for  salaries  in 
the  schools  cf  Boston,  with  43,000  pupils,  whila  in 
the  city  of  NewYoik,  which  has  86.000  pupil  i — 
just  twice  the  number  in  Boston — the  sal- 
aries amount  to  only  $900,000,  and  yet  New 
York  Is  said  to  b  ■  the  most,  extravagant  eityio  the 
world.  Ther-i  are  many  other  things  in  the  School 
Board  'a  hich  are  just  as  disproportionate  as  that. 
Notwithstanding  the  large  expenditures  made, 
our  schools  are  not  near  so  satisfactory  a=  they 
were  sevfiril  vears  ago.  I  think  it  will  be  admit- 
ted by  everybody  who  has  studied  the  matter  at 
all,  that  the  standard  ol  education  in  Boston  is 
not  neatly  as  !:ig  <  as  it  wis  ten  years  ago,  acd 
that  toe  pupils  who  giaduate  at  our  grammar 
schools  today  co  not  stand  as  bign  as 
those  who  graduated  tlere  ten  years  ago. 
I  am  inform  d  that  at  a  recent  examina- 
tion for  admission  to  the  high  rchool  in 
Bos-on,  some  que^ions  were  prepared  by  a 
coootuittee  selected  by  the  School  Board  ard 
given  to  the  scholars.  The  rule  had  formally 
been  that  any  pupils  could  be  admitted  to  the 
bigti  school  upon  presentation  of  bis  diploma, 
but  this  system  of  questions  vas  -jioposed  as 
a  test  of  their  qualifications.  I  have  been 
informed  that  quite  a  large  proportion  of  the  ap- 
plicants received  only  fifty  per  cant,  or  less  on 
their  examination,  which  does  n't  speak  very 
well  for  the  graduates  ot  the  grammar 
schools.  If  no  better  results  can  be  shown  ftom 
the  arammar  schools  than  thai,  I  think  we  should 
hesitate  before  graduating  bovs  and  girls  ttere, 
and  sendirg  them  into  tbe  high  schools.  For  the 
reasons  1  have  given,  and  which  have  been  more 
clearly  given  by  others,  I  certainly  hope  th»  Coun- 
cil will  hesitate  before  pledging  themselves  to  the 
erection  of  a  high  school  in  East  boston,  for  tbe 
same  argument  is  applicable  for  one  in  Souch 
Bo«to-,.    I  hope  the  report  will  b«  accepted. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— I  have  listened  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasura  to  the  gentlemen  from 
Wa*-os  9  and  4,  s>nd  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
former  hi.s  children  could  no  doubt  get  through 
very  ■  asilv.  Bug  unfortunately  there  aie  thou- 
sands of  people  in  East  Boston  that  ire  not  in  a 
c  nditiou  to  send  their  children  to  school  by  con- 
veyances. Then  a  great  deal  has  beeD  said  acout 
the  robustness  of  English  chiloren,  ann  ever  since 
I  bs,ve  been  a  boy  I  have  read  a  grsat  deal  of  the 
qualities  of  the  English  people;  but  I  have 
notbiug  to  say  on  that  subject.  A  great  deal  is 
said,  too,  on  the  concentration  of  schools 
like  Harvard  College,  which  may  be  all  very  well 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  gentlemau  fromWard 
9  [Mr.  Peaboo'y] ;  but  unfortunately  we  cannot 
send  our  children  to  Harvard  College.  We  all 
agree  about  the  high  cost  of  our  schools,  but  we 
cannot  ge'  rid  of  th^t  unless  we  kill  all  the  chil- 
dren. We  must  have  bes.o  masters,  and  we  must 
pay  them.  I  don't  think  tue  citizens  of  Boston  ob- 
ject to  tbe  cost  of  educating  children,  -provided 
the  money  is  judiciously  spent.  A  great  deal 
has  been  said  about  tbe  twenty-four  geiitlemen 
who  are  to  jule  the  schools,  overturn  the  svstem 
and  do  everything  that  cannot  be  done  in  any  other 
pare  of  the  world.  Germany  is  to  be  outdone,  too. 
But  I  think  you  can  pick  out  twentv-four  men 
here  who  can  judge  of  what  is  due  to. the  diffeient 
wards  as  well  as  from  any  one  man  selected  from 
that  ward.  This  talk  about  the  new  board  of 
twenty-four  men  is  all  bosh.  Why  is  n't  the 
thing  better  managed  today?  Whose  fault 
is  it  but  the  members  of  the  board 
themselves.  If  they  had  attended  to  their  duty 
things  would  have  been  better  managed.  Because 
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tte  outlying  high  schools  weie  established  before 
annexation  is  oo  argument  why  the  30,000  people 
of  East  Bosto  i  «bouid  Dot  have  a  high  school. 
Because  it  costs  §5000  to  run  a  high  school  in 
Brighton  is  no  reason  the  pupils  in  East  Boston 
should  plod  tnrough  the  mud  ai  an  expense  of  $60 
a  year  lor  carfare.  Much  has  been  saij  about  Dor- 
chester;  the  e  are  two  lines  of  horse  and  steam 
cars  on  that  territory,  whiU  we  have  only  one 
horse- car  line.  "We  extend  out  some  Jf our  miles, 
and  children  have  to  walk  along  distance  to  reacb 
the  cars — no  they  don't,  now,  because  they  are  all 
dead  out  one.  Our  physicians  have  been  trying 
to  save  our  girls  from  early  graves  by  wading 
through  mud  and  snow  to  reach  the  horse  cars  to 
ride  down  to  the  ferry  and  then  up  to  the  high 
school.  The  property  question  does  noi  enier 
into  thij  matter  at  all.  D  is  a  questi>ti  whether 
150  children  snail  be  accommodated  with  rooms 
for  a  high  school  in  East  Boston  and  whetoer  one, 
tfto  or  three  teachers  shall  be  hired,  m  oider  io 
save  the  lives  of  those  children.  It  is  a  fact  that 
of  115  pupils  ready  tj  go  to  the  high  school,  on  y 
sixty-five  will  come  to  the  city  on  the  first  of  the 
year,  aad  about  thirty  will  go  throuth  ite  whole 
term.  Is  n't  it  w.  11  to  give  them  an  education 
nearer  home  when  it  can  be  done  so  cheap?  Is  it 
justice  to  us  that  snob  ,  rgumects  shall  be  used 
becao'e  the  outlying  wards  had  high  schocls  be- 
fore they  came  to  us? 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— I  have  listened  to  this 
debate  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  an-:  I  do  not 
know  that  I  should  hs.ve  participa.  ed  in  it  had  not 
the  argu  neut  been  used,  that  because  South  Bos- 
ton nas  not  asked  fot  certain  facilities,  theiefoie 
East  Boston  shoul  i  not  have  them.  I  submit  to 
this  Council,  whether,  because  South  Boston  has 
been  a-littlemorecnnveuieuttotbebigb  school, and 
has  been  a  little  patient,  while  all  the  addi- 
tions have  been  cade  to  the  cicy,  there  is 
no  reason  why  a  manifest  want  in  the  Island 
Wara  should  not  he  met?  Neither  is  it  neces- 
sary because  our  school  system  is  earned 
o.i  in  an  expensive  m.rjver.  The  whole 
quesiion  simmers  down  td  this:  forty  scholars 
make  a  class,  and  it  makes  very  little  difference 
whether  they  are  taught  in  onepart  of  the  city  or 
another.  In  rev  boyhood  tuere  «.eiv  185  pupils  in 
the  English  High  S.  bool  with  two  sub-masters 
and  two  ushers;  the  head  master  received  $2500 
salary,  and  we  have  never  h?.d  a  bettei  one  since— 
atd  he  was  Thomas  Shei  win.  The  two  sub-mas- 
ters receives  $1800  and  $1500  salary,  and  I 
question  wbether  we  have  had  superior 
ones  sicce.  There  are  today  neaily  500  pupils 
in  the  high  school,  aod  they  hsve  been  obliged  to 
put  classes  in  out  of-the-wav  places.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  concentiate  them,  and  I  submit  whether 
it  s  not  better  to  allow  eaca  district  to  have  a 
class;  whether  it  is  not  better  for  them  to  be  in- 
structed ntarer  their  homes,  than  to  be  herded 
together  ia  the  cntre  of  the  city?  The  time  has 
come  for  a  ladical  change  in  that  particular.  A 
large  number  of  places  in  the  city  aie  isolated, 
and  people  are  entitled  to  i  ave  scuools  near 
home  for  their  chudreo.  Tsere  aie  scholars 
enough  coming  from  South  Boston  to  make  two 
classes,  and  if  you  locate  the  new  high  school  at 
the  South  Enu  there  will  be  no  way  for  them  to 
get  there  but  to  foot  it.  Allusion  hau  been  made 
to  the  fact  that  the  Dorchester  pupils  don't  use 
the  high  school  there.  There  are  two  lioes 
of  steam  railway  traverse  Dorchester,  both 
entering  the  city  in  the  i  eiguborhood  of 
the  huh  school;  consequently  it.  is  easier 
to  come  into  the  city  than  to  attend 
the  school  out  there.  I  think  this  re- 
quest should  be  granted,  and  I  think  we  should 
hold  the  School  Board  to  an.  economical  adminis- 
tration. We  should  organize  a  symmetrical  sys- 
tem of  schools  and  encourage  children  to  attend 
them,  and  not  oiscouro.g^  them  by  having  a  large 
body  of  scholars  in  the  cenireof  the  citv.  I  know 
that  was  the  feeling  in  my  youth,  and  it  is  so  to- 
day. I  believe  it  is  best  to  extend  the  advantages 
of  a  high-school  education  as  much  as  possible. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  o£  Ward  5,  the  main 
question  was  oidered,  and  the  motion  to  substi- 
tute the  order,  for  the  report  prevailed— yeas  35, 
nays  12: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Brackett,  Bur- 
gess, Coyle,  Cushman,  Damon,  Daj,  Devereux, 
Duggan,  Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon.  Harngan,  Hicks, 
Keflev,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Lappan,  Leighton, 
Loriug,  Moirisorr, Newton, Noves,  Osborne. Power, 
Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Scacey,  Walbridge, 
Wilbur,  Willcut,  Wilson— 35. 

Nays— Messrs.  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cusbiug,  Felt, 


Fitzgerald,    Kimball,    Page,    Parter,   Peabody, 
Sprague,  Thacbei,  Wnitmore— 12. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  that  the  order  might  take  its  second  read- 
Mr.  Crockei  oi  Ward  6  -I  hope  the  rule  will  not 
be  suspended,  for  it  seems  to  roe  thac  we  aie  go- 
ing into  these  maiters  with  too  grea'  expedition. 
It  is  generally  believed  that  the  School  Committee 
is  an  inefficient  body,  and  with  the  new  board  to 
begin  next  year,  we  have  just  vu  mally  voted  to- 
n.gntto  =tait  toe  ki  dergarteu  system,  which 
will  greatly  increase  the  expei.se  or  our  schools, 
and  now  we  propose  to  carry  out  a  system  of 
high  s«  hools  in  different  dis triors  of  ihe  city. 
I  hope  we  shall  at  least  hold  this  matter 
over  one  week.  \ve  ought  to  aelioeiate  further 
before  acting.  The  gentleman  fiom  Ward  12  has 
admitted  that  this  is  the  fuse  step  to -aid  estac- 
lisiiing  a  high  school  in  South  Boston.  The  gen- 
tleman from  WavtJ  1  siys  the  people 
in  toe  outlying  parts  of  East  Boston  ob- 
ject to  talking  two  or  thrre  miles  to  horse 
cars,  and  so  they  must  have  a  high  school 
there.  But  they  will  have  to  come  from  the  out- 
lying oartof  the  islam  to  the  centre,  and  then 
they  will  have  reached  the  horse  cars  leading  to 
the  cenfe  of  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  we  should 
DOt/establishthis  school  without  first  hearing  from 
the  new  School*  Board.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  brarch  schools  should  be  established  in  di'- 
ferent  parts  of  the  city.  We  don't  k  ow  the 
details  ot  the  plan,  and  we  don't  want  to  start 
and  have  to  charge  afterwaros.  We  (.ant  it  con- 
sidered by  a  competent  body  fust.  The  reason 
why  the  high  schools  of  Bos'oo  are  beiterthan 
those  in  the  country  is  because  they  have  the 
best  teachers  f>.nd  appliances.  In  the  same  s?ay 
Harvard  College  is  an  immense  institution,  hav- 
ing the  ablest  talent  m  the  country,  and  young 
men  come  there  from  a  distance  of  thousands 
of  miles  So  it  is  with  the  great,  colleges  for  girls. 
A  great,  high  school  is  something  every  one  can- 
not hove  next  to  his  door.  The  very  reasons  foi 
hai  log  such  schools  require  thac  they  should  not 
be  scattered.  For  t;  ese  reasons  I  h  >pe  the  rule 
will  nit  be  suspected. 

Mr. Firzgarald  of  Ward  7 — I  vottd  agiiusf  the 
substitution  of  the  order  because  I  considered  the 
matter  one  of  very  ooubtfnl  expediency.  The 
building  ot  these  school?  wi'l  add  immensely  to 
the  expense  of  the  schools.ystem,  and  will  hardly 
give  such  an  education  as  pupils  snould  have  in  a 
high  school.  The  high  schools  in  this  citv  should 
be  to  the  girls  what  the  colleges  are  to  the  boys, 
what  Vassar  is  to  the  girls  Vho  go  there  to 
board.  If  ue  have  one  here  and  another 
there,  we  shad  have  high  schools  'out  in 
name.  Another  reason  for  my  opposition 
is  that  toe  ciry  has  purchased  a  lob  for  a  large 
high  school  tor  $2SO,000,  to  wbich  I  was  opposed 
at  the  time  in  this  Council.  It  will  accommodate 
1100  pupils.  If  we  establish  these  outlying  schools 
that  school  should  not  he  pstablishedtbere.  But 
if  this  school  is  to  be  established,  it  should  be 
don-*  without  delay.  I  don't  propose  to  keep  these 
pupi's  out  of  school,  and  though  I  am  opposed  to 
the  measure,  I  shad  not  oppose  a  suspension  of 
the  mis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  the  main  question  was 
ordered,  the  rule,  was   suspended,  and    the  orde* 
read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Sent  up. 

FHtES  AND    ALARMS  FOR  AUGUST. 

A  report  was  receiveo  from  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners of  the  number  ot  fires  ami  alarms  dining 
August.    Sent  up. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

B-\  Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3— Petition  of  Fiteh- 
buig  Railroad,  for  leave to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  Front  street,  Ward  20.  Referred  to 'Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
Sent  up. 

mVstic  valley  sewer. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Water  that  toey  had  con- 
sulted with  the  Citi  Solicitor  and  tound  tks  t  the 
orrl .--  foi  the  construction  of  the  Mystic  Valley 
sewer  -^as  correctly  drawo,  but  ihat  ike  order  for 
the  loan  was  not  cotrect,  a  i  d  thej  recommend  its 
passage  in  toe  following  new  draft: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Treasuier  be  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  ou  Finance  the  sum  of  $205,000.  to 
be  applied  to  the  construction  of  a  se*er  in  the 
Mystic  Valley ,  in  accoidai  ce  with  the  provision  ot 
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chapter  202  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1875;  said  loan 
to  be  styled   the  "Mystic  Sewer  LoaD,"  and  the 
bonds  the  "Mystic  Sewer  Bonds  of  the  City  of 
Boston." 
Ordered  to  a  recond  reading, 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Noyes  ot  Ward  5  offered  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Northampton.street  district: 

Whereas,  Al/in  J.  Bartiett,  owner  of  the  parcel 
of  land  bounded  as  follows:  North  westerly  by 
Fellows  street,  there  measuring  61  75-100  reet; 
northeastwardly  by  land  now  or  formerly 
ot  Knight  &  Baitlett,  136  50-100  feet;  south- 
eastwaidly  by  the  same,  6175-100  teet;  and 
south westwardly  by  lacd  uow  oi  formerly  of 
Newell  Claik,  and  by  lind  now  or  formerly  of 
Charles  Davis,  136  50-100  (set,  containing  8429 
square  fest,  more  or  less,  being  shown  on  apian 
made  bv  tne  City  Surveyor,  dated  April  1, 1874, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor — 
has  given  notice  to  the  City  Council  as  provided 
>iy  chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873,  that  be 
is  dissati>fied  witn  the  assessment  of  the  expense 
of  raising  the  grade  of  the  said  laud :  it  is  there- 
fore hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  estate  be  and  it  is  heie- 
by  taken  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
chapter  340  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873. 

Read  twice  and  pass*  d.    Sent  up. 

TRINITY  CHURCH  TAXES. 

Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3  submitted  the  followii  g : 
The  Committee  on  the  Assessors'  Deoartment 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying orders  refut  ding  to  the  Trinity 
Church  the  taxes  aisessed  upon  its  real  estate  on 
St.  James  avenue  in  1873  anu  1874. 

After  lhe  destruction  ot  the  cburcb  on  Summer 
street  by  the  great  rite  of  Nov.  9, 1872,  the  society 
took  steps  for  the  erection  of  a  new  house  of  wor- 
ship on  th3  lot  of  land  which  it  owned  on  St. 
James  avenue.  Some  piogress  had  been  made  in 
establishing  the  foundations  when  the  tax  for 
1873  was  levied.  As  the  statute  of  exemption  ap- 
peared to  apply  only  to  houses  ot  religious  worship, 
owned  and  used  by  a  religious  society,  the  assessors 
taxed  not  onlylthe  abandoned  Jot  on  Summer  street, 
but  the  lot  woich  was  being  prepared  for  use  on 
St.  James  avenue.  The  tax  on  the  Summer-street 
lot  was  acknowledged  as  valid;  the  tax  on  St. 
James  avenue  was  paid  under  protest,  and  a  suit 
was  entered  agairst  the  city  to  have  it  refunded. 
In  the  Superior  Court  judgment  was  ordered  for 


the  city,  and  the  case  was  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Court  on  plaintiff's  exceptions.  That  court  has 
now  rendered  a  decision  requiring  the  city  to  re- 
fund the  money  with  costs  and  interest,  the  re- 
script being  as  follows: 

•'Real  estate  held  by  a  religious  society  cot 
more  thsn  sufficient  ir>  extent  to  meet'ts  reasona- 
ble requirements  in  this  respect,  and  devoted  by 
such  society  in  good  faitn  to  the  erection  of  a 
church  edifice  upon  which  the  woik  of  erection 
already  commerced  Is  prosecuted  without  umea- 
sonable  delay,  is  entitled  to  the  exemption  from 
taxation  iiven  by  stature." 

A  tax  having  been  levied  on  the  same  property 
for  the  year  1874,  and  paid  under  protest,  it  be- 
comes necessity  to  retutd  thac.  also,  w>th  interest 
to  the  dare,  of  repavmenr. 

Th9  account,  therefore,  stands  as  follows: 

Tax  paid  Dec.  31, 1873 $2,213.27 

Interest  to  date  of  writ,  Jan.  12, 1874 4.43 

2,217.70 

Interest  to  Sept.  12,  1875 221,70 

Taxed  costs 57.89 

Amount  to  be  refundeed  on  account  of  tax  of 

1873 2,497.29 

Tax  paid  Dec.  16,1874 $3,162.45 

Interest  to  Sept.  12,  1h75 140.18 

Amount  to  be  refunded  on  account  of  tax  of 

1874 3,302,64 

Respectfully  submitted, 

For  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
heieby  directed  to  lefund  to  the  Trinity  Church 
the  taxes  assessed  in  1873,  and  paid  under  protest, 
on  tbe  lot  of  land  owned  by  the  said  church  and 
situated  on  St.  James  avenue,  said  tax  with  tbe 
mtetest  thereon  to  Sept.  12, 1875,  and  the  coits  of 
court  amounting  to  $249729;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  receipts  for  taxes  of  1873. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  refuud  to  the  Trinity  Church 
the  taxes  assessed  in  1874,  and  paid  under  protest, 
on  the  lot  of  ianJ  owned  by  the  said  church  aud 
situated  on  St.  JamfS  avenue,  said  tax  with  the 
interest  thereon  to  Sept.  12,  1875,  and  the  coyts  of 
court  amounting  to  §3302.63 ;  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  receipts  for  taxes  of  1874. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Tnacher  asked  if  a  quorum  was  present. 

It  appearing  that  there  was  not,  the  President 
declared  the  Council  adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    13,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presidina-. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

PoHce  Officers— Bartholomew  C.Marks,  John  G- 
Meissner,  Edward  C.  Ireland,  Thomas  M.  Kennev 
William  C.  Wslker,  Wilbur  P.  Blown.  Benjamin  P. 
Eldndge,  William  Stephen-,  Edwaid  A.  Kennedy. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Police. 

Public  Weiaher — Henry  M.  Brown. 

Special  Police  Officer — .Seujamia  F.  Groton, 
.Litchfield's  wharf  and  its  vicinity. 

Severally  confirmed. 

JURORS    BRAWN. 

Eighteen  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  May 
teirn  ot  the  United  States  Circuit  Court. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  Salem- 
street  avenue  and  in  Salem  street  between  said 
avenue  and  Main  street,  and  in  Wabon  street  was 
considered  oq  orders  of  notice.  No  one  appeared 
to  object,  and  the  matters  were  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  Notice  from 
Margaret  K.  Cushman  tor  the  city  to  remove 
water  pipes  from  Fort  avenue. 

To  th  e  Committee  on  Sewers.  E.  M.  Heindl 
et  al.,  that  a  sewer  be  constructed  in  Boylsfon 
street,  Ward  17,  from  Washington  street  'o  the 
Providence  Railroad. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  William  A..  Whitney  et  al.. 
remonstrance  against  the  proposed  eieetiou  of  a 
wooden  builoina  by  William  H.  Whitmore  at  foot 
of  K.  street. 

F.  W.  Webster,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  unnamed  street  off  Columbia  street, 
Ward  16. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market.  William  Prior, 
Jr.  &  Co.,  lessees  of  stalls  Nos.  125-13 1 Faneuil  Hall 
Market,  for  leave  to  occupy  portions  of  arijaceut 
sidewalks. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  LmusE.  Pearson,  that  two  trees  op- 
posite his  estate,  17  Albion  court,  be  removed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Leonard  Ware  et  al.,  for  abatement  of 
Atlantic-avenue  betterments. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Thomas  Doolev, 
for  the  removal  of  the  lamp  post  near  house  ot  J. 
R.  Grose,  ou  Dorchester  avenue,  to  a  point  thirty 
feet  north  of  said  location. 

To  the  Committee  071  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  A.  J.  WoodbiLe,  fot  leave  to  occupy  an 
old  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  ou  field  between 
N  and  O  afreets  and  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets. 

Otto  Gunther,  foi  leave  to  occupy  a  n-w  wooden 
stable  for  thiee  Dories  on  Beech  street  aud  Ros- 
liu  avenue. 

Timothy  O'Doncvan,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  i.ew 
wooden  stable  for  two  horses  ou  Paris  street. 

John  F.  Wood, for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Paris  street. 

James  F.  Cook,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  iew 
wooden  stable  for  two  hoises  on  Milton  avenue. 

Reed  Brothers  &  Sawin,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  eight  horses  ou  Winchester 
street,  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Edward  Oflie- 
man,  that  North  Hanover  court  be  called  "Antho- 
ny olace." 

Robert  Johnson  et  al.,  for  edgestones  raid  side- 
walks m  portions  of  Sixth  and  P  stieets,  South 
Boston. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  ot 
Charles  L.  Haley,  Towusenrt  street,  corner  Walout 
avenue;  Albeit  Nichols,  Nepo':set  avenue,  near 
Mill  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  ill 
front  of  estates  of  Plvinsas  B.  Smith.  47  Mareella 
street:  \V.  S.  HairiDgton,  124  Decatur  stieet, 
Charlestown. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates 
of  Georaro  P.  Reed,  43  ftlt.  Pleasa:  t avenue ;  Clem- 
ent Hutohins,  46  Thomas  street,  South  Boston;  O. 
H.  Davenport,  20   Waverley   street;    B.  Pfau,    136 


Sixth  street;  W.  N.  Potter,  28  Waverley  street; 
Franklin  Curtis,  30  Waverley  street;  George 
Sampson,  Waverley  street,  corner  of  Warren; 
Charles  B .  Plimpton ,  35  Waverley  street:  Gilman 
L.  Martin,  31  Waverley  street;  William  Frothing- 
bam,  33  Waverley  street;  trustees  of  Eoenezer 
Francis,  Longwood  avenue;  William  F.  Burke,  78 
Everett  street,  East  Boston ;  Charles  J.  Haydeo, 
13  Dale  street. 

Continental  Sugar  Refinery  et  al.,  that  Granite 
street  and  portions  of  First  and  Second  stieets  be 
repaved. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  abate  certain  assessments  upon  estates 
of  Ellen  Dav  s,  Mary  C.  Goddard  et  al.,  for  sewer 
in  rear  of  Beacon  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  William  Merriam  §2020,  for  Stony 
Brook  sewer  damages.    Passed. 

Rules  aid  orders  for  regulation  of  hack*  and 
wagons.    (City  Doc.  No.  97.) 

Alderman  Bigelow  offered  the  following  amend- 
ments: 

Insert  in  section  13,  third  line,  toe  word  "street," 
before  "square";  m  section  21,  second  litie,  for 
"str=et  car,"  substitute  "horse  car";  in  ssction32, 
third  line,  after  "hand  sled,"  insert  "horse  car"; 
in  section  34,  second  line,  after  word"sled,"  insert 
"horse  car";  inj  section  35,  first  line,  after 
"wagon,"  inseit  "horse  car,'  and  strike 
out  worus  "either  at  any  stand  which 
is  or  may  b=  appointed  for  such  car- 
nages or  other  vehicles  respectively,  or  to  the 
public  streets  or  squires  of  the  city,"  between 
words  "employ went"  and  "shall  snap";  in  section 
36,  eighih  liue,  and  in  section  38,  second  liue,  in- 
sert "horse  car"  after  "sled." 

lusert  section  44  (new) — "No  owner,  driver  or 
other  person  having  the  care  or  charge  of  any 
street  car  shall  d-ive  or  allow  said  car  to  be 
driveu  so  that  the  front  part  of  the  platform  of 
said  car  shall  be  less  th^n  thirty  feet  trom  the 
rear  part  of  the  preceding  car  on  the  same  track; 
except  at  stations  or  in  case  of  accident,  when  it 
mav  be  necessary  to  connect  two  cars  together. 
Auypeison  offending  against  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  dollars." 

Change  section  44  to  45,  and  add  the  following: 
"And  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  affect  any  piosecution  p;iidiog,  or  any  pen- 
altv  or  forfeiture  incurred  before  these  rule's  and 
regulations  take  effect." 

Alderman  Wovthington— Have  City  officers  the 
cower  to  enforce  euch  a  law  as  that?  We  had 
hot.  sometime  ago,  and  I  question  whether  we 
have  now. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  understand  that  applica- 
tion was  made  to  the  Legislature  last  winter  by 
Mi-.  Stackpole,  aud  an  act  was  specially  passed 
giving  the  Board  power  to  regulate  horse  cars  b\ 
orders.  It  was  at  his  suggestiou  that  the  amend- 
ments relating  to  horse  cars  were  added. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  that  the  subject  be  laid 
on  tue  table. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  uot  seen  the  regula- 
tions, aad  unless  there  is  some  special  emeigency 
requirmsr  their  adoption  I  would  lise  time  to  look 
at  tbein.    The  request  is  a  reasonable  one. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  pre  / ail  c;. 

PAPERS       FROM       THE       COMMON      COUNCIL       FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Order  for  the  Committee  en  Fmauce  to  provide 
the  means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  lor  clerical  services,  maps,  plans. 
etc.    Passed. 

Ordei  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
provide  a  suitable  room  for  the  Park  Commission- 
ers.    Passed. 

Petition  of  Fitcbburg  Railroad  Company.  Re- 
ferred. 

Annual  report  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 
(Citv  Doc.  No.  96.)    Placed  ou  file. 

Report  ot  the  number  and  ohaiacter  of  alatrns 
of  fire  iu  August  ln»t.    Placed  on  tile. 

Older  to  take  land  ot  Alvin  G.  Bartlett,  on  Fel- 
lows street,  which  was  surrendered  by  him  to  the 
city  under  the  Northampton-street  District  act. 
Passed. 

Report  inexecdient  to  furnish  accommodations 
for  a  high  school  in  East  Boston.  1'  ssage  ot  sub- 
stitute order  to  furnish  such  accommodations. 
(Cirv  Doc.  No.  93.) 

Alderman  Prescott— The  principle  involved  in 
this  oider  passed  by  the  other  branch  or  t tie  Gkn  - 
eminent  as  a  substitute  tor  the  ccport  of  the  o'u- 
mittee  is  in  my  judgment  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant mailers  that  have  ever  been  brought  to  ihe  at- 
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tention  of  the  City  Govern -nem.  I  desire  at  anoth- 
er time  to  present  at  length  the  views  of  myself, 
and,  I  think,  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, in  i egard  to  the  subject.  Iuasmuch  as  the 
report  of  the  committee  has  been  laid  upon  the 
table  of  members  of  the  Board  tor  the  first  time 
this  afternoon,  I  move  that  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the-  Board  at  five  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

THE  MILLDAM  ROADWAY. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  City  Engineer, 
in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Aug.  31,  for  him  to  re- 
port if  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  de- 
positing masses  of  stone  In  the  sluceway  of  the 
Milldam  tends  in  anv  way  to  weaken  the  road- 
way of  Beacon  street  in  that  vicinity.  He  says 
that  while  the  tendency  of  the  increasing  current 
is  to  cause  a  washing  out  of  the  loose  material  be- 
low the  wooden  apron  which  forms  the  floors  to  the 
sluice,  he  ha?  discovered  no  action  which  has  en- 
dangered the  roadway  or  the  lands  of  abutters. 
With  ordinary  precautions  any  dangerous  wash- 
ing may  be  preveuted. 

Placed  on  file. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  on  request  of  Committee 
on  Markets  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$6000  for  completing  the  grading  of  the  land 
leased  of  Mercantile  Wharf  Corporation  for  a 
vegetable  market.  They  report  that  they  had  a 
conference  with  the  Committee  oo  Maikets,  the 
Citv  Surveyor  and  the  Supeiintendentol  Markets, 
and  were  assured  that  the  sum  named  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  completion  of  the  work  and 
make  it  ready  for  th8  occupants.  They  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Mercantile 
Wharf  Market  the  sum  of  $6000. 

Read   twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent 

llOWD. 

POLICE  BADGES,  ETC. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  request  of  Committee  on 
Police  for  a  transfer  of  part  of  Police  appropria- 
tion, recommending  the  passage  of  the  followiog: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  or  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  $1300  from  the 
item  of  salaries  for  patrolmen  to  that  for  "badges, 
wreaths,  numbers,  clubs,  irons,  butt  one,  lanterns," 
in  the  appropriation  for  police. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Auctioneers  Licensed— James  H.  McFailane,  66 
Kendall  street;  Leonard  &  Co.,  48  ana  50  Brom- 
field  street. 

Billiard  License  Renewed— Theodore  Twickler, 
1025  Washington  street. 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— Mary  A.  Cassidy, 
corner  of  Pinckney  and  Joy  streets:  D.  S.  Olney, 
4  Hollis  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted— John  M.  Payson,  Cul- 
vert street:  D.  Mahoney  and  Warren  S.  Brown,  at 
station  of  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad 
on  Atlantic  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  notify  William  F.  McDonough,  Mary 
McDonough,  and  all  other  occupants  of  the  real 
estate  numbered  84  Village  street,  to  quit  and  de- 
liver up  to  the  city  of  Boston  said  real  estate ;  and 
in  case  of  their  failure  so  to  do  within  fourteen 
days  atter  notice,  the  City  Solicitor  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  institute  proceedings  to  eject  said  occu- 
pants. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
titiOD  of  Mary  U.  Johnson,  for  leave  to  surrender 
to  the  city  a  lot  of  land  on  Newbury  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land  numbered  7,  on 
Newbury  street,  as  shown  upon  a  plan  recorded 
with  plans  of  city  lands  sold,  book  2,  page  208,  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands, 


which  lot  of  land  was  bargained  to  William  O. 
Johnson  on  trie  24th  day  of  July,  1869,  be  and  the 
sain-  is  hereby  declared  forfeited  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  for  nonfulfilment  and  breach  of  the  con- 
ditions of  sale,  and  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Lands  be  and  is  hereby  -.lirecter'  to  take 
possession  of  the  aforesaid  lot  of  land  in  behalf 
and  to  the  use  of  the  said  city  of  Boston. 

Read  twice  and  Dassed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  cancel  the  oond  number  twenty- 
three  hundred  and  forty-nine  which  was  given  by 
William  O.  Johnson  July  24,  1869,  for  the  lot  of 
land  nnmberiug  seven,  Newbury  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  R.  G.  Dayton  et  al.,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  cancel  the  boud  numbering  2463, 
which  was  given  by  Robert  G.  Dayton,  Cadis  B. 
Boyce,  William  Boyce  and  John  Mclnnis,  for  land 
situated  upon  Harrison  avenue,  Dover  ami  Bristol 
streets,  and  dated  July  24,  1872,  uooa  their  sur- 
rendering the  agreement  received  by  them  from 
the  city  of  Boston  to  convey  the  same,  and  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  be  directed 
to  issue  to  the  said  parties  a  new  agreement  *  ith 
all  the  conditions  as  set  forth  in  the  previous  one, 
by  their  giving  to  the  city  a  bocd  in  the  sum  of 
$29,214.50,  payable  in  seven  annual  instalments, 
with  interest,-  said  bond  and  agreement  to  be 
dated  July  24, 1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

ARMORIES. 

Aldeiniaa  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  oo  Armories  on  the  part  of 
the  Board : 

Ordered,  That  the  Comm-'ttee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expe  id  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  in  furnishiug  aud  fitting 
up  the  armory  of  Company  E,  Ninth  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  Harvard  streets;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropiiafon  for  Armories. 

Read  t  vice  and  passed. 

Report  wcommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.V.  M., 
that  the  city  pay  a  bill  of  $180  incurred  by  said 
regiment  for  use  of  the  drill  sbed  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  grautmg  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy 
stables  as  follows : 

F.L.Pierce,  Marsh  street,  Ward  16;  George  H. 
Pike,  Woodville  square;  B.  Boyce, Leonard  street, 
in  rear. 

Also  report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw,  as 
per  request,  on  petition  of  N.  C.  Decker,  to  erect 
a  stable  for  five  horses  on  Swett  street,  corner 
Ellery  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports,  with  oiders,  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the 
sidewalk  in  .front  of  estate  of  A.  T.  Meserve  on 
Thornton  street,  near  Marcella  street ;  to  furnish 
and  set  the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on 
Bowdoin  street,  between  Washington  and  Green 
streets;  and  to  pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  in 
front  of  estates  of  Theresa  M.  Lord,  10  Akron 
street;  A.  and  J.  McLaren,  on  Prescott  street, 
northeast  corner  of  Saratoga  street;  and  M.  L.. 
Eaton,  46  Linwood  street.  Orders  severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Anna  Moriarty  Wright, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Anna  Moriarty 
Wright  the  sum  of  $606.25,  in  full  settlement  of 
all  claims  by  her  for  furnishing  material  and 
building  a  retaining  wall  to  retain  the  embank- 
ment on  her  estate  on  Foster  street,  Ward  19,  as 
left  exposed  after  the  widening  of  said  street  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  or  Brighton  in  1873;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Michael  McDermott,  to  be  paid  for  Trade 
damages  at  70  Athens  street,  he  having  released 
all  claims  for  grade  damages  when  the  street  was 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
Accepted. 
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SEWEBS. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  a  preamble  and  order 
from  the  Committee  on  Sewers  for  the  construc- 
tion! of  a  sewer  iu  Salem-street  avenue,  and  in  Sa- 
lem street  between  said  avenue  and  Main  street. 
Bead  twice  and  passed. 

LANK   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  orders  to  pay  for 
land  damages  from  the  Committee  on  Streets,  as 
follows : 

Julia  A.  Cahill,  $310.28,  for  land  taken  in  the 
name  of  Cornelia  H.  Eliot,  in  widening  Bowdoin 
etreet,  Ward  16 ;  Damr]  Clark,  $196.50,  widening  of 
Shawmut  avenue ;  David  H.  G-eer,  $874.20,  laying 
out  Swett  st  eet;  Thomas  Gogin,  $987.50,  laying 
out  Swett  screet;  Catherine  Keating,  $1040,  wid- 
ening of  Oharlesiown  street. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  BACK  BAY  IMPEOVEMENT. 

Alderman  Hanis  subrcitteo  the  followiLg: 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  order  to  pay  the  Witrr 
Power  Company  for  certain  streets  on  the  Back 
Bay,  with  instructions  to  report  the  number 
of  releases  to  be  obtained  to  perfect  the  titles  to 
the  streets  in  questi  n;  also  tbe  number  and  char- 
acter of  all  other  claims  against  the  said  com- 
pany, for  grade,  flowage  or  other  damages  on 
account  of  the  construction  of  said  streets,  and 
a!so  the  probable  cost  of  making  good  the  defi- 
ciencies in  grade  which  exist  in'  said  streets, 
having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

Under  an  order  of  the  City  Council  passed  Nov. 
27, 1871,  the  city  agreed  to  pay  N.  C.  Munson  $300,- 
000  in  case  he  would  construct,  or  caure  to  be  con- 
structed, within  two  years,  and  graded  to  an  ele- 
vation of  not  less  thaa  eighteen  feet  above  mean 
low  water,  the  following  avenues  and  streets, 
namely:  Commonwealth  avenue,  200  feet  wide, 
from  its  terminatioa  at  tnat  time  to  its  junction 
with  the  pioposed  extension  of  West  Chester- 
park  street ;  Huntington  avenue,  100  feet  wide, 
from  Boylston  street  to  Camden  street;  and  West 
Chester-park  street  from  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Kailroati  to  Beacon  street,  accordm 2;  to  a  plan  of 
"Lands  on  the  Back  Bay,"  numbered  1,  made  un- 
der the  direction  of  Jonathan  Preston  and  others, 
commissioners,  dated  Dec.  6, 1864;  and  would  con- 
vey, or  cause  to  be  conveyed,  said  avenues  and 
street  to  the  city  of  Boston;  and  would  release, 
or  procure  to  be  released,  to  the  city  all  claims  by 
all  persons  affected  thereby,  for  dannges  on  ac- 
count of  the  grading  of  said  avenues  and  street. 

The  proposition  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Munson, 
and  shortly  afterward  be  assigned  the  contract  to 
the  Boston  Water  Power  Company.  During  the 
progress  of  the  work  it  became  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  Water  Power  Company  to  lay 
out  West  Chester-park  street,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  damages  incurred  by  the  city  on  that 
account  should  be  deducted  from  the  amount  to 
be  paid  under  the  contract  with  Munsou.  The 
city  paid  for  the  damages  $15,335.10,  which 
amount  deducted  from  $300,000  leaves,  $284,664.90 
as  the  amount  now  due  upon  the  completion  of 
the  contract.  Since  the  former  report  of  your 
committee  was  submitted,  all  the  deeds  and 
releases  necessary  to  convey  the  streets  to 
the  city  in  accordance  with  the  contract 
have,  with  two  exceptions,  been  executed,  and 
placed  where  tney  can  be  obtained  as  soon  as  the 
money  is  ready  to  be  paid.  One  of  the  exceptions 
is  a  mortgage  "of  land  on  Commonwealth  avenue 
for  $160,000  givn  by  Nathan  Matthews  and  now 
held  by  Mrs.  Sears  as  guardian,  amounting  to  fif- 
t,v  cents  per  foot  on  the  laod  covered  by  it,  exclu- 
sive of  the  portion  of  the  avenue  included  in  it.  To 
protect  the  city  against  this,  Messrs.  Natha  d  Mat- 
thews, H.  D.  Hyde  and  G.  T.  W.  Braman  give 
their  personal  bond  to  the  amount  of  $100,000.  The 
other  exception  is  the  case  of  an  entailed  estate 
about  which  different  opinions  exist  among 
lawyers,  and  under  which  it  is  very  doubt- 
ful if  any  claims  will  ever  be  made. 
To  avoid  all  qucstious  tbe  Water  Power 
Company  offer  their  bond  in  the  amount  of 
$10,000  to  protect  the  city.  The  claims,  if  any  are 
ever  made  under  this  entailed  estate,  can  hardly 
exceed  $7000.  Tbe  titles  to  the  streets  and  the  re- 
leases of  damages  have  been  examined  with  great 
care  by  an  able  conveyancer,  and  have,  with  the  two 
exceptions  narnea,  been  accepted  as  entirely  satis- 
factory by  the  City  Solicitor,  and  the  bonds  given 
to  cover  the  exceptions  are  approved  by  him  as 
satisfactory  in  form.  There  are  no  other  claims 
against  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company 
for     grade,    flowage     or     other     damages     for 


which  the  city  can  in  any  contingency 
be  held  responsible  after  the  acceptance  of  these 
streets.  Tr  e  City  Surveyor  having  made  a  caieful 
survey  of  the  streets  in  company  with  the  engin- 
eer of  tbe  Water  Power  Company,  finds  that  they 
are  below  grade  18  in  certain  places,  and  that  to 
fill  all  portions  to  thai  grade  3091  squares  ot  eight 
cubic  yards  each  will  be  required.  The  company 
claim  that  the  stieets  were  oiiginallv  filled  to 
grade,  but  chat  owing  to  the  delay  in  conveying 
them  to  the  city  ihe  filling  has  settled  or  been 
washed  away.  The  City  Solicitor  decides  that  the 
street*  must  be  at  gra  ie  18  whea  the 
conveyance  takes  place;  and  tbe  company 
have  assented  to  a  deductioo  from  the 
amount  due  them  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete 
the  grading.  The  committee  have  accordingly 
deducted  $18,546— that  is,  $6  per  square  for  3091 
squares — leavi  1  g  the  amount  to  be  paid  8266.118.90, 
and  they  would  respectfully  recommend  th?  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Joint  Committee  on  Laying 
Out  and  Widening  Streets  be  and  they  are|hefeby 
authorized  to  pay  to  Norman  C.  Munson  or  his 
assigns  the  sum  of  $266,118.90  whenever  he  con- 
veys, or  causes  to  "re  conveyed,  in  its  present  con- 
dition, both  as  to  title  and  grade,  the  territory 
underlying  Commoowealth  avenue,  200  feet  wide, 
from  Exeter  street  to  Parker  street;  Huntington 
aveoue,  100  feet  wide,  from  Boylston  street  to 
Camoen  street,  ?.nd  West  Chester-park  street 
from  the  Boston  &  Pioviaence  Railroad  to  Bea- 
con stieet,  according  to  a  plan  of  lands  on  the 
Back  Bay,  numb-ren  one,  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Jonathan  Preston  and  others,  commission- 
ers, dated  Dec.  6, 1864,  and  furnishes  a  cond  satis- 
factory to  the  said  Committee  on  Streets  to  in- 
demnify and  save  harmless  the  city  of  Boston 
against  all  claims  or  demands  ou  account  of  a 
mortgage  given  by  Nathan  Matthews  to 
David  Sears,  Jr.,  recorded  with  Suffolk  deeds 
liber  1029,  folio  235 ;  and  also  a  bond  satisfactory 
to  the  said  commirtee  to  indemnify  and  save 
harmless  the  city  of  Boston  against  all  claims  or 
demands  ou  account  of  ihi  estate  described  in  the 
deed  of  Joseph  Harrington  and  wife  to  Uriah  Cot- 
ting  and  others,  dated~March  30, 1818,  and  recor  J- 
ed  with  Norfolk  Deeds,  libro  59,  folio  9;  and  re- 
leases and  discharges  the  agreement  entered  into 
between  the  city  of  Boston  aud  the  said  Muusou 
for  filling  and  c'oii veying  to  the  citv  tbe  portions 
of  the  stieet  and  avenues  hereinbefore  described 
as  soecified  in  an  order  of  the  City  Council  passed 
Nov.  27, 1871. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  the  reference  of  the 
report  and  order  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, to  be  consideied  by  tne  committee;simulta- 
neously  with  the  report. 

The  Chairman— In  order  to  offer  an  amendment 
at  this  meeting  the  order  must  be  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Then  I  move  that  the  order 
take  its  second  reading,  that  the  amendment  may 
be  offered. 

The  motion  prevailed,  the  order  was  leid  again 
and  Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  followicg 
amendmeut : 

"Subject  to  a  deduction  for  all  liens  and  incum- 
brances on  the  estate  of  the  said  company  by  rea- 
sou  of  assessments  for  taxes." 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
proper  exposition  of  this  subject  is  that  it  shall 
lie  over  aud  be  Iprinted.  There  are  very  impor- 
tant provisos  which  should  be  put  into  that  or- 
der, as  I'  have  remarked  before,  tbe  most  im- 
portant releases  that  the  city  should  ob- 
tain are  those  for  grade  damages.  Then 
there  is  a  clause  in  the  order  that 
we  should  take  the  grade  as  we  find  it  now,  and 
that  the  settlement  shall  be  made  on  that  basis 
From  some  cause  or  otbei.  ihe  streets  may  be  a 
foot  lower  before  tbe  settlement  takes  place,  and 
the  city,  from  no  fault  of  its  own.  may  be  the 
loser  by  such  an  arrangement.  I  dou't  see  that 
it  is  stated  as  clearly  as  it  should  be  that  bonds 
shall  be  given  to  secuie  the  city  from  tbe  pay- 
ment of  grade  damages,  and  that  is  the  place  10 
look  foi  the  most  serious  claims.  I  don't  sec  any- 
thing of  the  kiud  in  there.  I  hope  the  report  will 
be  laid  over  aud  printed,  so  that  we  may- 
have  a  chance  to  look  it  over,  and  perhaps 
by  that  time  myself  and  other  members  will  thor- 
oughly understand  it.  Of  course  we  had  110 
knowledge  of  the  sort  of  report  theCommiitee  on 
Streets  would  make;  it  come,  tons  for  the  first 
time,  aud  we  need  an  opportunity  to  look  into  it. 
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Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Aldeiman  Quincy — This  is  a  matter  involving  a 
large  amount  of  money  and  a  great  many  com- 
plicated questions,  and,  with  the  Aldermao  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  hope  toe  report  will  not 
be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance  until  this 
Board  have  nad  time  to  examine  it  io  punt.  I  had 
no  objection  to  tha  order  taking  a  second  reading, 
that  the  amendment  of  the  Ala erman  from  Ward 
8  might  be  offered.  That  amendment  invokes 
some  question,  and  that  is  the  ground  of  taxation. 
I  remember  that  when  the  first  order  wa$  intro- 
duced, its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
was  move tl,  but  that  was  defeated.  I  hope  we 
shall  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  this  repot  t 
at  our  leisure,  and,  if  io  order,  I  shall  move  that  it 
be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed 

Alderman  Clark— As  ebairinan  of  the  committee 
who  have  had  this  matter  io  charge,  I  merely 
wish  to  make  a  brief  statement  at  the  present 
time.  Thfa  releases  of  every  name  and  nature 
have  been  obtained— the  releases,  for  gtace  dam- 
ages, the  releases  of  the  mortgagees,  the  releases 
of  the  abutters,  m  fact  the  releases  of  every  name 
and  nature;  tney  bave  all  been  obtained  and  pie- 
pared  by  a  competent  conveyancer  selected  by  the 
representatives  of  the  City  Government,  and  tbey 
are  drawn  satisfactorily  to  the  City  Solicitor. 
That  settles  the  objections  raised  oy  tbe  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12.  Every  release  has  been 
obtained  and  is  in  our  possession  today,  with 
the  exception  of  the  two  which  are  specified  in 
tberepoit.  There  is  a  mortgage  on  a  large  piece 
of  laud  held  by  tbe  trustee  for  two  minor  children, 
ana  the  trusie.-  doej  not  see  fit  to  sign  a  release. 
Then  there  is  a  moitgage  on  land  on  Common- 
wealth avenue  amounting  to  fifty  cents  a  foot, 
exclusive  of  the  land  wbich  is  covered  by  Com- 
monwealth avenue.  This  Board  is  perfectly  com- 
petent to  judge  whether  or  not  the  land  abutting 
on  Commonwealth  avenue  is  of  sufficient  value  to 
protect  this  mortgage  of  fifty  ceiits  a  foot.  Know- 
ing that  some  objection  would  be  raised  to  that, 
and  in  order  to  leave  nothing  undone,  the  com- 
mittee bave  takpn  the  precaution  to  get 
a  bond  for  $100,000  signed  by  Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  Hyde  and  Mr.  Sraman,  and  the  members  of 
this  Board  are  perfectly  competent  to  judge 
whether  that  bond  will  oe  good  in  case  it  shall  be 
called  upon— just  as  competent  as  tbe  members 
of  the  committee  are.  The  other  exception  is  the 
case  of  an  entailed  estate  which  is  crossed  by 
Huntington  avenue,  tbe  title  to  which  was  ex- 
amined years  ago  by  Mr.  Bowditcb  and  Mr.  Sears, 
two  of  the  most  able  conveyancers  in  Boston,  and 
upon  their  advice  a  purchaser  took  a  deed  of  lhat 
land  from  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company, 
notwithstanding  this  little  blot  upon  its  title, 
paying  something  like  a  dollar  a  foot  for  it. 
But ,  in  order  that  no  question  should  be  raised  in 
regard  to  this,  we  propose  to  take  a  bond  from  the 
Water  Power  Company  to  the  amount  of  $10,000, 
so  that  tbe  citv  will  be  protected  in  case  any  ques- 
tion should  arke  about  that.  I  suppose  the  mem- 
bers of  i  be  Board  are  aware  that  all  claims  of 
every  name  and  nature  will  cease  at  the  expira- 
tion of  twelve  months  after  the  street  is  laid  out. 
So,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  titles,  the  releases  for 
grade  damages,  the  t eleases  from  the  abutters  for 
the  fee  in  the  streets,  and  from  those  holding 
mortgages  ou  different  parts  of  thee  lands,  bave 
been  obtained  satisfactory  to  Mr.  "Wadswortb, 
tbe  conveyancer,  and  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
Mr.  Healy.  That  settles  the  question  of  titles, 
grade  damages  ana  land  damages,  so  far 
as  they  can  be  settled.  If  these  streets 
suonld  remain  open  and  unaccepted  so  long  as  the 
Alderman  from  Waid  12  would  like  to  bave  thbtn 
remain  so,  I  have  no  doubttbey  wouldstay  in  that 
way  throughout  eternity, — there  i«  no  question 
about  tbat.  He  evidently  has  no  wish  or  desire 
that  those  streets  should  be  accepted ;  or,  if  ac- 
cepted, tbat  a  dollar  shall  ever  be  paid  for  them. 
This  amendment  is  all  very  well,  Mr.  Chairman, 
but  an  assignment  has  been  made  of  this  $300,000 
for  a  special  purpose,  and  it  has  been  placed  upon 
record.  Tbe  first  payment  is  to  be  made  to  the  city 
of  Boston,  for  about  $100,000  due  from  this  prop- 
erty for  taxes.  This  property  is  all  advertised  to  be 
sold  for  taxes  on  the  25th  of  this  month ;  the  ci  cy 
has  a  lien  upon  it,  and  it  will  be  sold  unless  they 
get  this  money  to  pay  their  taxes  with.  The  city 
of  Boston  is  protected  so  far  as  its  duee,  of  every 
name  and  nature,  are  concerned.  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  discrepancy  in  the  grade  was  ascertained  by 
Mr.  Davis,  the  City  Surveyor,  in  connection  with 
Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  been  the  surveyor  and  en- 
gineer of  the  company;  and  they  agreed  to  a 


square  that  it  would  require  3091  squares  to 
bring  that  entire  territory  up  to  grade  18.  Al- 
though the  company  feel  that  ttaev  ought  not  to 
be  compelled  to  keep  filling  u  j  those  streets, 
which  has  been  done  twice,  and  they  have  settled 
down  from  year  to  year,  yd  they  are  willing,  and 
their  condition  is  such  rbat  they  are  com- 
pelled, to  accept  any  terms  which  the  city  • 
may  put  upon  them.  Consequently  they  say,  de- 
duct foi  3091  squares  at  six  dollars  i  square,  which 
is  two  dollars  per  square  m.^re  than  we  have  just 
agreed  to  pay  for  the  filling  of  Swetc  street.  We 
have  left  ample  leeway  to  protect  th  city  t  >r  the 
extra  filling  required  to  raise  those  streets  to 
grade  18.  We  have  deducted  $18,546,  which  is 
at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  a  square  more  than  we 
are  oayiug  for  the  filling  ot  Swett  street.  Th<j 
City  Engineer  is  of  tbe  opinion  that  if  the  Swetc- 
street  filling  was  in  the  market  today  -*e  could 
get  it  done  for  $3%  a  square,  and  I  believe  we 
could.  Mr.  Chairtnao,  I  am  ooi  anxious  about 
tbis  matter.  It  is  due  to  the  Board  that  this 
explanation  should  be  made.  Tbe  com- 
mittee have  gone  as  far  as  they  can  go.  If  a-ny- 
thic  g  more  is  to  be  done  let  it  be  put  into  tile 
ha->ds  of  a  different  committee — the  Committee 
on  Paving,  perhaps.  I  can  only  say  this  much:  It 
is  ai  impbrtaut  matter  to  the  citizens  of  Boston 
that  those  streets  shall  be  accepted  and  put  in 
ordei  for  public  travel.  Tae  bridges  ought  to  be 
put  in  process  of  building  this  iall,  at  the  latest; 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  under  the  circum- 
stances, taking  all  tbings  into  considera- 
tion— the  very  great  delay  we  have  bad  in  re- 
gard to  those  streets,  tne  necessities  of  the 
company,  theii  la^d  all  advertised  to  be  sold  for 
taxer,  r-  if  this  Board  can  do  anytning  consist- 
ently to  hurry  this  matte-r  along  it  should  be  done. 
The  order  must  go  to  the  Common  Council  acd  be 
acted  upon  by  them,  and  tbat  will  cause  delay.  If 
you  are  satisfied  that  the  releases  are  all  right, 
that  the  work  has  been  done,  and  that  the  city 
will  get  an  equivalent  for  the  money,  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  further  delay  is  wholly  unnecessaiy. 

Alderman  Quincy — This  is  the  third  attempt 
that  has  been  made  to  obtain  a  partial  payment 
on  this  uncompleted  work.  Twice  before  we  have 
been  told  that  the  contract  was  as  nearly  complet- 
ed as  it  could  be,  and  that  nearly  every  step  has 
been  taken  to  protect  the  city's  interest.  Twice 
the  Board  have  differed  wirh  tbe  committee  and 
that  may  be  the  result  agaiu.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  committee  thiuk  they  nave  done  everything; 
but  it  is  only  fair  that  the  Board  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity to  think  of  it  till  next  Mondj.y.  I  move 
that  the  subject  oe  specially  assigned  for  half- 
past  five  o'elock  od  Monday  next. 

Aldeiman  Wonhingtou— It  is  very  desirable 
tbat  this  order  should  be  passed  at  this  time  if  it 
can  be.  If  it  is  not  passed  soon  tbe  pioperty  will 
all  ce  sold.  The  city  has  twice  that  amount  as- 
signed to  pay  the  taxes  rhat  are  due;  yet  by  the 
law  and  the  action  of  the  Collector,  the  property 
will  ba  sold.  We  bave  statements  from  both  tbe 
conveyancer  and  tbe  City  Solicitor  that  eveiythiug 
is  as  perfect  as  it  can  be  made.  Therefore,  it 
seems  to  me  a*,  if  we  had  talked  this  matter  over 
sufficiently  to  enable  us  to  pass  it  today,  and  let  it 
go  to  the  Council  for  concurrence,  and  thus  pre- 
vent the  sale  of  this  property  by  auction. 

Alderman  Clark— The  report  which  was  made 
at  a  previous  meeting  by  tbe  Committee  on  Streets 
did  noi  differ  from  this  one  at  all.  Tbe  result  row 
is  precisely  the  same  as  it  would  have  been  had  the 
orders  been  passed  and  the  funds  appropriated  at 
that  time.  It  was  not  proposed  by  the  committee 
to  pay  over  one  dollar  of  the  money  until  the 
questions  relatii  g  to  titles  and  claims  for  dam- 
ages had  been  settlor! ;  so  that  this  report  does 
not  vary  a  particle  from  tbe  former  one.  All 
these  releases  bad  to  be  satisfactory  to 
the  City  Solicitor  before  a  dollar  of  mo- 
usy would  be  paid  out,  and  these  same 
deductions  were  to  be  made.  The  city  was 
protected  then,  and  is  now  secured  in  the 
payment  of  the  taxes,  it  having  a  hen  on  every 
man's  property  the  taxes  on  which  are  not  paid; 
that  takes  precedence  over  all  othei  claims.  This 
report  of  today  is  not  at  all  different  from  what  ic 
was  six  mouths  ago,  only  the  releases  have  been 
made  and  it  has  taken  longer  to  obtain  them  than 
it  was  supposed  it  would  take.  Those  releases  are 
all  ready  to  be  handed  to  the  city  authorities 
when  tbe  money  is  paid  over. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chfiir. 

Alderma,o  Quincy — My  experience  in  this  Board 
is  that  whenever  a  subject  of  this  importance  and 
of  so  complicated  a  character  has  been  reported 
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upon,  if  any  Alderman  has  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  it  go  ovev  under  che  rule,  that  lequest  has 
never  heen  lefused.  The  subject  owes  its  present 
position  partly  to  the  desire  to  see  tbe  amend- 
ment of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  8;  otherwise  I 
should  have  opposed  the  second  reading. 

Alderman  tower — I  don't  know  that  I  would 
say  anything  more  today  upon  this  subject,  except 
for  tbe  statement  of  the  Chairman  concerning  my 
designs  agaiLst  this  Water  Power  Company.  I 
■would  state  that  I  have  ooc  the  slightest  desire  to 
do  anything  to  prevent  tbe  city  from  carrying  out 
aDy  agreement  it  has  made.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
this  was  a  foolish  agrsemant,  and  ought  never  to 
have  been  made;  nevertheless,  it  has  been  made, 
and  the  city  should  do  just  what  it  agreed  to  do- 
pay  every  dollar  it  has  agreed  to  pay.  1  don't 
wish  to  raise  any  factious  opposition  to 
this  matter;  but  it  has  been  here  two  or  three 
times  before,  and  it  was  heielast  year,wben  every- 
thingwas  said  to  be  all  right,  when  we  were  urged 
to  pay  that  amount;  but  the  Board  refused.  Then 
we  were  asked  to  divide,  and  pay  a  small  amount, 
aod  that  was  refused.  Now,  then,  after  another 
recommittal  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  it  comes 
back  with  an  entirely  differeot  repoit,  and  of 
course,  as  I  said  before,  no  one  outside  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  knew  what  tbe  report 
would  be,  and  for  one,  I  desire  time  to  examine  it. 
After  laboring  for  two  years  to  p.  otect  the  city's  in- 
terest in  this  matter,  I  don't  want  to  put  my 
foot  into  it  and  allow  the  city  to  be  swindled.  I 
see  several  things  in  that  order  that  deserve  seri- 
ous consideration.  Do  the  committee  consider 
the  Boston  Water  Power  Company's  bond  good 
for-  anything?  Hasn't  every  representative  of 
that  corporation  come  here  ana  aaked  that  this 
money  be  paid  on  the  ground  of  sympathy,  be- 
cause they  have  no  money  and  can't  pay  their  tax- 
es or  anything  else  if  the  city  don't  advance  this 
money?  That  is  the  very  argument  they  urge- 
that  they  are  virtually  bankrupt.  If  that  is  the 
case,  what  is  the  value  of  a  bond  from  the  com- 
pany? Then  we  have  another  bond  for  a  huudred 
thousand  dollars.  Would  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  take  that  bond  for  5100,000? 
I  thick  not.  Not  that  ihe  people  whose  names 
are  on  that  bond  are  not  worth  the  money,  but 
still,  under  the  circumstances,  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  the  chairman  would  like  *:o  take  such  a 
bond.  I  wish  more  time  to  examine  the  matter. 
That  is  all  I  ask  for.  I  don't  wish  to  oppose  this. 
There  ate  gentlemen  connected  with  the  company 
for  whom  I  have  gteat  sympathy,  and  personally 
I  would  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
aid  them.  But  as  I  have  endeavored  to 
protect  the  city  in  this  matter,  I  don't  wish,  at 
this  late  hour,  to  allow  any  advantage  to  be  taken 
by  which  the  city's  interest  will  be  jeopardized. 
The  city  is  safe  in  standing  on  that  contract,  and 
should  not  depart  from  it  until  we  are  just  as  sure 
that  we  have  as  undoubted  security  as  we  have  at 
present.  Perhaps  if  the  order  is  printed,  and  I 
have  had  time  to  examine  it  and  consult  the  City 
Solicitor,  I  shall  not  oppose  it.  The  report  says 
the  City  Solicitor  says  it  is  "correct  in  form."  In 
form!  No  doubt  the  gentleman  who  drew  that 
order  intended  to  have  it  correct  in  form,  and 
that  it  is;  but  the  City  Solicitor  doesn't  say  any- 
thing about  the  safety  or  the  value  of  the  bonds. 

Alderman  Worthington— That  is   not  his  busi- 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  motion  to  specially 
assign  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— 1  merely  wish  to  answer  the 
question  proposed  to  me  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12,  whether  I  would  take  that  bond 
for  $100,000.  I  wish  to  state  publicly  that 
I  would  take  that  bond  for  $100,000,  or  $150,- 
000,  and  that  I  believe  it  is  good  for  $500,- 
000.  You  may  strike  out  two  names  and  it  is 
good  for  $200,000.  Now  in  regard  to  the  very 
great  vigilance  and  shrewdness  which  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  12  has  shown  in  endeavoring  to 


protect  the  city's  interest  i  a  th>s  "great  swindle." 
Last  year  the  company  asked  to  have  a  payment 
made  of  $100,000  on  accouDt.  which  was  \  perfect- 
ly safe  transaction  for  tbe-ciry.  Perfectly  safe. 
Commonwealth  avetue  was  completed-  at  the 
time,  Huntington  avenue  was  completed  at  the 
time,  and  two-thirds  of  West  Chester  park  was 
completed,  and  it  was  asked  to  make  a  Dayment 
to  them  on  account.  I  presume  the  Aldermai 
from  Ward  12  has  been  in  a  condition, 
some  time  in  his  life,  v7heo,  in  carrying  out 
a  large  contract,  a  small  payment  on  ac- 
count would  have  been  a  very  great  help  to  bim. 
Most  people  m  business  have  been  in  the  same  situ- 
ation .  So  that  this  very  great  shrewdness  in  looking 
after  the  city's  interest  don't  amount  to  much. 
If  the  payment  had  been  made,  it  would  have 
been  a  great  help  to  them.  They  would  have  paid 
their  taxes,  and  the  work  might  have  been  com- 
pleted. We  were  owing  them  twice  tbe  amount 
they  owed  us,  while  we  were  paying  tnern  no  in- 
terest, and  were  charging  them  ten  per  cent. 
This  small  bond  of  810,000  which  it  is  proposed  to 
take  of  the  company  is  quite  a  different  thing 
from  a  bond  to  secure  tbe  payment  of  §100,000. 
There  is  no  human  probability  that  the  bood  will 
ever  be  called  for.  We  get  the  same  title  to  any 
territory  under  Huntington  and  Commonwealth 
avenues  that  we  get  to  two-thirds  of  the  streets 
laid  out  by  the  Street  Commissioners.  The  title 
to  this  property  that  is  claimed  by  the  Smith  heirs 
is  only  reversionary,  if  it  is  ever  claimed  at  all. 
The  wording  of  the  bond  is  in  the  usual  form.  The 
City  Solicitor  does  not  pTetend  to  judge  as  to  the 
responsibility  of  the  bondsmen;  that  is  usu- 
ally left,  I  believe,  to  other  parties.  But 
the  form  of  the  bond  is  satisfactory  to 
him,  and  it  is  for  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  to  say 
whether  the  bonds  offered  are  satisfactory;  and  I 
presume  there  are  no  members  of  this  Board  who 
are  accquaioted  with  the  parties  on  the  bond  for 
$100,000  but  feel  that  ic  is  perfectly  good,  even  if 
there  was  the  slightest  probability  of  its  ever  be- 
ing called  for.  I  don't  propose  to  press  this  mat- 
ter, and  I  do  not.  I  only  state  the  case,  and  it 
is  for  the  Board  ro  act.  I  merely  state 
the  necessities  and  wantsof  the  corporation,  and  if 
anything  can  be  done  tc  prevent  tbeir  land  trom 
being  ?old  on  the  25th  of  this  month  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  see  it.  I  don't  press  the  reference  to 
the  Committee  ou  Finance.  The  second  reading 
was  asked  merely  because  it  was  necessary  to  g«t 
in  an  amendment.  The  Board  will  bear  in  mind 
that  if  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
it  must  be  concurred  in  by  the  Council  before  it 
reaches  the  committee,  and  when  it  is  reported 
back  from  them,  then  will  come  up  the  question 
whether  or  cot  it  shall  be  passed. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  prevailed,  and, 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  report  and 
order  were  ordered  to  oe  printed. 

THE    CENSUS. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  tba 
Joint  SDecial  Committea  on  Census  and  Division 
of  Wards,  who  were  instructed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  obtaining  the  statistics  relating  to 
the  city  of*  Boston,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  and  be  is 
hereby  authorized  to  procure  from  the  secretary 
of  state  as  early  as  practicable,  and  publish  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $1000,  the  statistics  relat- 
ing to  tbe  citv  of  Boston,  procured  for  the  decen- 
nial census  of  1875;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Read  once. 

ARMORY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  City 
Clerk  was  directed  to  send  a  request  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  return  of  the  order,  now  upon 
their  table,  providing  for  an  armory  in  Continent- 
al Building,  which  has  been  passed  by  this  Boaid. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    16,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  tbe  chair. 

TAPEBS  FBOM  THE  BOABD  OF  ALDEBMEN  FOE 
CONCTTBBENCE. 

Petitions  and  remonstrances  were  referred. 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  oo  petition  of  Mary 
TJ.  Johason  for  leave  to  surrender  a  lot  of  land  on 
Newbury  street.    Accepted. 

Message  requesting  return  of  order  to  hire  for 
three  years,  for  armory  purposes,  an  additional 
loom  in  building  corner  of  Harvard  and  Washing- 
ton streets.  Order  taken  from  the  table  and  re- 
turned to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Reporr  and  order  co  cancel  bond  given  by  R.  G-. 
Dayton  and  others  for  certain  land  on  Harrison 
avenue,  etc.,  dated  July  24, 1874;  and  for  a  new 
agreement  to  be  issued  to  said  parties  on  the 
terms  set  forth  in  said  order.  Ordei  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Orders  declaring  land  7  Newbury  street  forfeit- 
ed, and  to  cancel  bond  given  by  W.  O.  Johnson  for 
the  lot  of  land  at  7  Newbury  street,  July  24,  1869. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  notify  W.  F.  McDooough  and  others  to 
quitaui  deliver  up  estate  No.  84  Village  street. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $1300  from 
"Salaries  for  Patrolmen"  to  "Badges,  breaths, 
Clubs,"  etc.,  in  Police  appropriation.  Order 
passed  to  second  reading. 

Report  that  the  additional  appropriation  of 
$ 6000,  asked  for  completing  the  grading  of  Mer- 
cantile Wharf  Market  is  sufficient  to  complete  the 
work  necessary  to  render  tbe  grounds  ready  for 
occupancy;  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  said 
amount  from  Reserved  Fund.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  an  additional  expenditure  of  $500,  for 
team  work  for  Common,  etc.  Passed  io  concur- 
rence. 

Orders  to  refund  to  the  Trinity  Chui  ch  the  taxes 
with  interest  to  Sept.  12,  inst.,  assessed  upon  its 
lot  on  St.  James  avenue,  for  1873  and  1874,  amount- 
ing to  $2497.29  aod  $3302.63,  respectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bureess  of  Ward  3,  amend- 
ments were  adopted  as  follows :  In  the  first  order, 
substitute  "Sept.  22"  for  "Sept.  12,"  and 
"$2500.99"  for  "$2497.29";  in  tne  second  order, 
substitute  "Sept.  22"  for  "Sept.l2,"aud  "$3307.90" 
for  "3302.63." 

The  orders  as  amended  were  passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  transfer  or'  $1100  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Labor  on  Common,  etc.,  to  be  expended 
for  a  foundation  for  the  statue  of  General  Glover. 
Passed — yeas  53,  nays  0— in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  $300  per  anrum,  for  reut  of 
armory  of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  on  Centre 
street,  West  Roxbury.  Passed— yeas  53,  nays  0— 
in  concurrence. 

THE  MYSTIC   VALLEY  SEWEB. 

The  order  for  the  construction,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $205,000,  of  a  main  sewer  aod  branches  in 
the  Mystic  Valby,  3tc,  and  concerning  the  pur- 
chase or  taking  of  necessary  lands,  :eal  estate  and 
water  rights,  was  considered  under  the  head  of 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  don't  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opposing  this  oider,  but  as  the  couise 
which  I  took  at  a  former  meeting  of  the  Couucil, 
when  it  was  here  before,  has  caused  consideraole 
criticism,  I  wish  to  stata  now,  that  no  misunder- 
standing may  be  had,  that  the  criticism  which  I 
made  tnen  has  since  been  stated  by  the  City  So- 
licitor to  be  entirely  correct.  I  stated  th.it  the  or- 
der which  the  subject  is  before  the  Council  was 
not  in  conformity  with  tbe  law,  audi  was,  in  com- 
mon parlance,  picked  up  on  it  here.  But,  sir,  my 
statement  has  proved  correct,  and  I  am  happv  to 
state  that  as  the  matter  is  now  in  conformity  with 
the  law,  as  I  understand  it,  I  shall  vote  foi  It. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  would  ask  it  the  or- 
der no  w  before  the  Council  is  not  precisely  the 
same  one  that  was  reported  by  the  committee. 

The  President— It  is. 

Mr.  Wilson— Then  tbe  geutleuian's  criticisms 
are  entirely  without  foundation. 


Mr.  Shaw— I  stated  that  when  the  subject  first 
came  before  the  Council  I  criticised  it  because 
it  was  not  in  conformity  with  the  ls.w.  The  City 
Solicitor  has  changed  the  language  of  one  of  the 
orders,  ana  put  in  some  words  which  makes  the 
orders  now  before  us  io  conformity  with  the  law. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  think  the  order  is  identically  the 
same  that  was  first  reported  to  the  Council.  As 
ihe  gentlemao  has  alluded  to  me,  I  would  state 
that  I  simply  asked  him  to  specify  in  what  par- 
ticulars the  order  was  not  in  conformity  to  the 
law.  He  did  not  see  fit  to  illuminate  the  uoukcil 
at  all,  and  I  do  think  that  when  gentlemen  make 
broad  statements  of  that  kind,  they  are  open  to 
animadversion.  The  order  before  the  Couucil  was 
pronounced  correct  by  the  City  Solicitor.  Tne 
point  raised  by  other  members  that  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  the  City 
Council  to  delegate  authority  to  build  the 
sewei  to  anybody  else  has  been  decided  by 
the  highest  1-gal  tribunal  that  the  City  Council 
can  authorize  anybody  to  do  the  work, — the  City 
Engineer,  Superintendent  of  Seweis,  or  any  one, 
just  as  it  does  the  Mystic  Water  Board.  I  make 
these  statem-nti  that  gentlemen  may  not  be  mis- 
led by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5.  I  want  it  understood  that  the  order  is  correct; 
that  the  objections  raised  against  it  we>e  not 
correct.  It  has  met  the  approbation  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  is  in  conformity  to  the  law,  and  I  hope 
it  will  pass. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  am  sorry  that  1  am  com- 
pelled to  stand  again.  I  say  it  is  not  the  original 
order,  and  if  the  President  will  be  kind  enough  to 
read  ic  I  will  name  the  words  inserted  by  the  City 
Solicitor  to  make  it  conform  to  the  law.  It  was 
that  to  which  I  objected,  and  which  the  gentleman 
said  was  merely  a  lawyer's  quibble,  and  hot  worthy 
of  notice.  The  City  Solicitor,  I  repeat,  has  changed 
the  language  of  the  order,  and  it  now  conforms  to 
the  law,  which  the  first  order  did  not.  In  order 
that  it  may  be  distinguished  from  the  other,  I  re- 
quest the  President  to  read  it  again. 

The  President— This  subject  comes  before  the 
Council  in  the  form  of  two  orders,  one  of  which 
has,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
been  changed  or  modified.  Tbe  one  which  the 
Chair  has  read  is  in  precisely  the  same  language 
in  which  it  came  before  toe  Council  in  the  first 
place.  The  order  in  which  the  changes  have  been 
msde  is  in  relation  to  the  loan,  and  comes  up  for  a 
second  reading. 

The  President  then  read  the  new  draft  of  the 
order  for  a  loan  of  $205,000  for  the  Mystic  Valley 
sewer. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
first  read— authorizing  the  construction  of  the 
sewer. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — I  am  still  in  doubt 
about  this  order,  and  would  like  f  urthe'-  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject.  As  at  present  advised  I 
am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  The  difficulty  in 
my  miud  seems  to  be  this:  As  I  understand  the 
explanations  made  at  the  last  meeting,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  construct  a  sewer  to  carry  a* ay  the 
refuse  from  certain  factories,  but  not  to  take  care 
of  the  sewage  of  the  population  of  the  towns  in 
tbe  vicinity  of  Mystic  Lake.  It  seems  co  me 
that  that  is  a  very  half-way  measure.  I  should 
suppose — I  may  be  wrong— that  the  sewage 
of  those  growing  towns  lying  around  Mystic 
Lake  must  be  taken  care  of  withia  avety  few 
years,  if  not  immediately.  The  sewer  we  propose 
to  build  at  an  expense  of  $205".000  will  not  be  suit- 
able for  that  porpcse,  aod  if  the  city  is  compelled, 
io  the  course  of  five,  eight  or  teo  years,  to  take 
care  of  the  sewage  of  the  immense  population  al- 
ready tber-e,  and  growing  every  day,  this  money, 
if  spent  today,  will  be  substantially  thrown  away 
and  we  shall  have  to  build  an  entirely  new  system 
of  sewers  at  an  immense  expense.  I  am  nor  sat- 
isfied but  that  it  might  be  better  to  build  a 
large  sewer  that  would  take  care  of  this 
trouble  ac  once;  or  possibly  that  we  ought 
to  make  up  our  minds  to  abandon  this 
whole  si  i-teui  of  water  supply  from  Mystic  Pon3, 
when  we  get  au  abundant  supply  from  Sudbury 
River,  ,f  we  find  that  it  is  going  to  cost  more  to 
protect  the  Myscic  than  it  will  be  worth.  On 
those  poinrs  I  am  still  somewhat  iu  the  dark  aud 
should  like  further  information. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Watd  10— I  was  not  present 
at  the  previous  meeting  when  this  question  was 
discussed,  and  I  am  very  sorry  I  was  Lot.  The 
gentleman  is  right  when  he  says  this  sewer  is 
not  of  sufficient  capacity  to  drain  tbe  whole 
of  this  territory,  and  that  is  the  very  rea- 
son why  the  committee  recommend  tbe  passage 
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ut  t'jis  order.  The  towns  are  not  willing;  to  unite 
wjtb  the  citv  of  Boston  in  building  a  se-ver  of  suf- 
ficient capacity  to  rake  all  their  nramage  and  car- 
ry it  out  r.o  tne  sea,  l'be  city  would  have  been 
glad  to  make  such  an  arrangement  as  that,  but 
the  towns  opposed  it  wiib  all  theii  power,  and  the 
Legislature  a1  anted  permission  to  tbe  city  to  take 
away  the  contamination  from  ibejMystn:  Pona. 
Tub  factories  lying  along  that  pond  and  emptying 
into  it  are  certainly  a  source  of  contamination. 
The  water  is  used  "by  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  and  shou'd  be  protected.  Che  best  way 
to  (to  that  is  to  build  an  independent  drain 
which  tbe  city  of  Boston  will  have  control  of.  and 
which  tbese  towns  will  not  have  th°  right  to  en- 
ter. This  sewer  will  cost  $205,000,  whila  one  large 
enough  to  drain  the  whole  territory  will  con  per- 
haps S2,000,000.  If  we  are  t«  give  up  the  Mystic 
wate. ,  why,  of  course,  there  is  no  need  of  building 
this  drain ;  but  I  dou't  pre  ume  that  we  aie  •  oine 
to  give  up  the  water.  These  tauoeries  are  to  be 
drained  by  this  sewer,  and  by  tbe  veiy  aoi  which 
gives  us  this  right,  uo  other  drainage  is  to  be 
allowed  to  enter  Mystic  Pond  or  any  river  or 
stream  which  flows  into  that  pond,  so  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  keep  it  very  nearly  puie.  There 
may  be  some  impurities  from  the  growth  of 
weeds  in  taelovj  streams,  which  will  discolor  the 
water;  but  this  sewei  will  take  away  substan- 
tially all  the  impurities.  I  see  by  1  he  report  of  a 
former  discussion  that  a  gentleman  saic!  we  were 
going  to  create  a  nuisance  by  carrying  thisoraiu- 
age  into  the  lower  pond.  I  see  no  reason  to  an- 
ticipate such  a  serious  result  as  that.  This  sewer 
is  to  protect  tbe  water  now  drackin  Chaibstown 
and  other  places ;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  it  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  inhab- 
itants around  the  lower  oood,  unless  th;>y  want  to 
taSe  that  water  to  drink.  If  it  should  orove  so, 
all  we  will  have  to  do  is  to  continue  this  drain 
down  to  the  se?.  I  think  that  those  using  the 
water  are  entitled  to  have  it  as  pure  as  it  can  be 
got  to  them. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  am  s>  ill  in  doubt  as  to  what  is 
going  to  be  done  about  the  s<swage  from  those 
town-.  Here  is  this  immense  population  whose 
sewage  inevitably  runs  into  that  pond  or  into  tbe 
streams  flowing  into  it;  suppose  this  goes  ot:  a 
tew  years  longer?  The  gentleman  say?  these 
towns  will  not  unite  with  ua  in  carrying  off  the 
sewage.  Suppose  they  let  t:eir  sewage  run  and 
it  becomes  unbearable  to  us  out  don't  trouble  the 
towns?  They  can  say,  "It  don't  trouble  us;  we 
don't  orink  the  water."  Then  what  are  we  going 
to  do  about  it?  Suppose  theyj  are  then  not  will- 
ing to  join  in  the  expense  of  the  great  sejver;  my 
doubt  is  how  we  are  going  to  compel  them  then 
any  more  iban  we  can  now;  whether  we  are  not 
going  to  have  to  pay  the  expense  from  our  own 
pocket  '•  then  as  well  as  now.  If  we  -re  going  to 
spend  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  to  protect  Mys- 
tic Pond  within  a  few  yeais,  it  is  possible  chat  it 
may  cost  more  to  protect,  it  than  it  is  wortc,and 
that  it  would  better  be  abandoned  when  we  get  tbe 
Sudbury. 

Mr.  Sweetser — I  would  only  say  in  reply  to  that, 
tbatwben  it  comes  to  the'queslio:  whether  we 
shall  spend  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  to  protect 
tbe  Mystic  01  abandon  it,  then  >-e  should  aban- 
dou  it. 

Mr.  Wilson— There  seems  to  be  a  little  misap- 
prehension in  many  minds — I  don't  know  how 
many— as  to  the  ad«,ptation  of  this  sewer  to  carry- 
ing off  the  drainage  of  the  tovns  b(ideriogu~6n 
the  river.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  speakc  of 
people  letting  their  sewage  run.  It  can't  run 
into  the  pond  hereafter.  The  towns  have  sub- 
stantially no  system  of  sewerage  now,  and 
the  law  ouder  nhicn  the  city  builds  this 
drain  prohibits  the  drainirg  ot  any  sewage 
into  the  river  heresfter.  The  city  has  the 
right  to  prevent  it.  The  necessity  of  this  sewer 
aiises  fiom  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor  and 
other  legal  gentlemen,  based  on  the  fact  that  these 
glue  factories,  tanneries  and  other  manufacturing 
establishments  were  ^bere  when  rhe  city  of 
Charlestown  erected  its  work.*;  they  had  used 
these  works  foi  a  long  series  of  years,  the  effete 
matter  from  which  bad  gone  directly  into  the 
stream.  It  has  now  got  to  the  pass  that  it  is  posi- 
tively unbearable  to  those  who  use  the  water  to 
any  great  extent,  and  it  is  easily  perceptible  to 
taose  who  examine  close  to  the  points  of  pollu- 
tion. Tha  claim  is  that  this  foul  matter  becomes 
oxidized,  but  any  one  who  has  exam- 
ined the  bed  of  the  sUeam  will  notice 
the  black  slimy  matter  which  covers  it.  The  qual- 
ity of  tbe  water  is  not  exactly  offensive,  but  we 


don't  hanker  after  it.  It  is  something  like  tbe 
man  who  was  asked  if  oe  could  eat  'log;  he  eaid 
he  could  eat  cog,  but  h-  c  id  n't  hanker  after  it. 
Tbis  se «ver  will  not  be  thrown  away.  It  is  of  mod- 
erate capacity,  and  can  te  used  as  a  lateral  sewer, 
siaoul'  the  towns  along  that  valley  see  fi:  to  es- 
tablish an  adequate  svstem  of  sewerage.  It 
can  be  connected  with  the  main  trunk  sew- 
ei. This  mou-y  will  be  well  invested,  and 
I  think  it  will  be  the  means  of  biinging 
the  towns  to  reason.  They  think  they  can 
oblige  the  towns  to  furnish  sewerage  tor  that 
wholt  valley ;  but  tbere  are  two  minds  about  that. 
Noboay  thinks  the  Legislature  wiil  oblige  the 
city  of  Boston  to  give  drainage  to  that  vailsy  be- 
cause we  use  that  water.  This  is  an  adequate  ex- 
pedient to  remove  s>  present  ill.  «hiob  cannot  be 
added  to  in  the  future,  the  city  hiving  the  legal 
right  to  prevent  auy  town,  individual  or  corpora- 
tion from  di verting  sewage  or  other  toul  matter 
into  any  of  those  streams  hereafter.  Having  ex- 
amined the  question  as  fully  as  I  have 
been  able  to  do,  and  satisfied  myeelf 
of  its  necessity  by  ocular  .demonstration, 
I  favor  it  on  that  ground.  The  objection 
to  draining  the  sewage  into  the  lower  Mystic  may 
be  a  good  one;  but  I  am  not  going  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  it,  becaus-  the  engineers  and  ex- 
perts, b-  tore  Fhoni  my  little  fires  are  of  no  avail, 
testified  that  the  pond  is  the  least  noxious  place 
to  put  it;  that  it  wa*  bett-  r  to  put  it  tb°re  than  to 
conduct  it  to  the  sea.  Now,  11  that  is  ihe  case,  let 
us  test  it.  If,  every  time  the  city  asks  to  do  a 
san.ta'  y  thing,  we  ate  to  be  met  by  such  scientific 
nonsense,  let  us  do  it.  It  has  beeu  passed  upon 
by  the  Legislature  as  a  courtof  th-  highest  resort, 
and  all  the  representatives  of  those  towns  insisted 
upon  it,  as  I  believe,  for  the  purpose  of 
killing  the  who'e  measure,  when  they  aie  not 
satisfied  finally  that  it  is  the  best  place  "to  empty 
the  sewage.  We  wil'  take  up  tbe  line  of  march  to 
the  sea.  The  point  stands  out  prominently  tb»  tit 
is  none  too  oon  to  commence  the  diversion  of 
those  impurities  fiom  the  stream,  and  that  this  is 
a  means  of  accomplishing  it  at  n  reasonable  ex- 
penditure, it  i:  but  little  in  excess  of  one  yeat's 
income  fiom  ihe  works,  and  I  would  like  to  know 
what  man  would  begrudge  one  year's  income 
from  an  investment  in  order  to  protect  and  pre- 
serve it.  I  have  advocated  the  measure  because  I 
think  it  is  wise  and  proper,  and  I  hope  it  will  re- 
ceive no  subsrautial  objection. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  did  not  claim  that  the  sewers 
laid  in  those  towns  run  into  Mystic  Pond ;  but  I  do 
claim  that  tbe  sewage  fro  on  the  immense  popula- 
tion there,  the  filth  from  the  factories  and  stables, 
which  must  be  immense,  must  naturally  find  its 
way  to  the  lowest  point  in  the  basin,  which  is 
Mystic  Pond.-'  Those  towns  are  getting  aqueducts 
from  Hoiu  and  other  ponds,  ana  there  are  more 
and  more  facilities  every  day  for  creating  sew- 
age, which  cannot  remain  in  the  soil,  as 
it  has  been  accustomed  to  do,  but  must 
flow  down  iuto  the  pond.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  must  be  so  mor6  and  more  every 
yeai,  and  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  it  will  render  the  water  in  that  pond 
very  filthy,  whether  the  sewers  are  discharg- 
ed directly  into  it  or  not.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  admits  that  these  town;;  say  that 
the  city  ought  to  tike  caie  of  this  sewage  at  its 
own  expense.  Their  argnmentis plausible  enough. 
They  say,  "Our  ^ewage  don't  trouble  ue ;  we  don't 
wane  to  drink  the  water.  If  you  want  to  drink 
the  water  you  must  protect  it.  We  can  go  on  and 
discharge  our  sewers  into  it  for  fifty  or  a  hundred 
years,  and  it  would  not  be  offensive  enough  to 
trouble  us ;  but  if  you  want  to  make  a  special 
use  of  this  water,  and  have  it  very  nice,  you 
must  take  care  of  it."  That  is  a  olausible 
answer  to  our  claim  that  we  should  nor  spend 
money  for  them,  and  that  they  should  beai  their 
part  of  the  expense;  and  I  don't  think  they 
would  be  likely  to  see  it  in  any  different  light, 
especially  if  their  pockets  are  interested.  We 
snail  nave  to  build  that  immense  sewer,  or  aban- 
don the  whole  thing,  and  1  don't  know  but  we 
would  better  stop  no??.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  says  the  sewer  we  propose  to  build  will  Dot  be 
any  loss, for  if  we  have  to  construct  tbe  great 
sewer,  this  one  can  be  used  tor  lateral  sewers. 
That  appears  to  be  one  of  those  rash  statements 
which  the  gentleman  makes  because  it  will  be 
hard  for  any  one  to  deny.  But  I  think  we  all  have 
common  sense  enough  to  see  that  this  sewer  can- 
not be  wo-ked  up  into  lateral  sewers.  I  do  n't 
suppose  be  thinks  it  is  going  to  oe  cut 
up  10  pieces  and  laid  out  as  it  is  wante  1. 
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Mv.  "Wilson— It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  say 
something  in  resoouse  to  the  gentleman's  remark, 
the  whole  tenor  of  which  is  made  to  fit  in  with  a 
speech  he  made  a  few  weeks  ago.  He  seems  to 
beg  the  question.  The  question  of  diverting  sew- 
age is  attracting  more  and  more  attention.  Ithas 
prnvea  it  a  noint  in  Englanc  that  so  one  of  the 
finest  and  fairest  streams,  which  wet  e  beautiful  in 
past  years,  which  were  full  of  fish,  and  tbei  e  were 
seats  upou  their  banks,  making  attractive  and 
pleasant  resorts,  have  become  noisome  an u  nox- 
ious, the  fish  nave  been  killed  by  the  impurities 
all  iwed  to  go  into  tbe  streams,  and  the  land  in 
the  vicinity  ha.,  largely  decreased  ia  value.  It 
has  gone  to  that  pitch  that  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment has  b-en  excited,  and  they  have  en- 
deavored for  a  series  of  years  to  rectify  this  ob- 
jection. Now,  sir,  profiting  bs  the  experience  of 
England  and  one  or  two  ot  the  inner  towns  of 
this  Commonwealth,  the  Legislature  and  the 
courts  are  adopting  and  enforcing  the  principle 
that  people  have  the  right  to  enjoy  the  water  of  a 
stream  ib  its  original  purity  and  to  restrain  every 
man  from  polluting  it.  |The  draining  of  sew- 
age into  that  stream  can  be  enjoined  by  i^w,  and 
prohibited  at  once.  But  here  is  a  right  to  drain- 
age toat  has  been  enjo^  ed  by  those  factories  for 
twenty  years,  and  the  cheapest  vay  is  to  take 
care  of  it,  and  then  stand  by  and  prevent  its 
further  pollution.  The  city  of  Worcester  has 
had  a  little  experience  tn  this  respect. 
There  is  a  little  stream  up  there  they 
call  Mill  River.  Worcester  saw  fit  to  introduce  a 
system  of  water  works  for  domestic  use.  The 
construction  of  sewers  followed,  and  nearly  all  of 
the  se  »  age  was  emptied  inro  that  little  scream, 
which  has  become  foui  and  filthy  bsyoad  endur- 
ance, and  how  to  remedy  it  is  what  ihey  cannot 
find  out.  In  the  Mystic  Valley  there  are  no  sew- 
ers; bun  on  the  principle  that  every  man  tries  to 
impose  upon  his  neighbor,  those  towns  are  trying 
to  compel  the  city  to  furnish  them  with  drain- 
age. The  city  authorities  offered  to  cooper- 
ate with  them,  but  they  tried  to  drive 
the  city  into  furnishing  them  with  drain- 
age. The  law  is  plain  and  explicit,  and 
the  courts  will  enable  the  city  to  enforce  it,  and 
prevent  any  person  or  corpoiation  from  polluting 
that  stream.  It  is  a  nice  thing  to  say  that  a  man 
will  make  a  statement  and  trust  to  luck  to  get 
him  out  all  right;  but  that  is  not  my  style,  and  it 
is  i  ot  fair  or  gentlemanly  to  allude  io  that  way  to 
a  member  of  this  bodv.  The  statement  that  it 
could  be  used  as  a  lateral  sewer  was  the  sugges- 
tion maoe  by  Mr.  Davis  bunself ,  and  also  by  Mr. 
Taylor,  who  holds  an  important  position  in  the 
management  of  tbe  water  works.  There  a.  e  three 
branches  of  this  sewer,  and  they  can  be  united  to 
a  larger  sewer  by  proper  connections,  vs  any 
one  acquainted  with  mechanics|ki>ows.  It  is  all 
plain  to  me.  and  to  the  eogioeers  who  have  made 
a  study  of  the  drainage  of  that  valley. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6-1  should  be  slow  to 
vote  against  a^y  measure  for  the  purification  of 
the  water  used  by  any  poitiou  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  at  any  time;  but,  for  many  reasons,  I  do 
not  feel  like  voting  tor  this  measure  in  the  form 
tn  which  it  is  now  befoie  the  Council.  During 
last  year  the  Mayor  was  authorized  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  autjority  to  construct  a  sewer  to 
remove  from  Mystic  Pond  the  impurities, 
and  that  corporations  and  towns  should  be 
assessed  for  any  benefits  they  might  receive  from 
it.  Later  in  the  year  the  Council  was  given  to  un- 
derstand that  certain  towns  would  like  to  cooper- 
ace  with  the  city,  and  have  a  regular  system  of 
sewerage  by  which  the  Mystic  Pond  and  those 
toTrns  would  be  drained.  In  accorduce  with  that 
understanding,  an  order  was  passed  late  in  the 
year  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  join  the  selectmen  of 
sevsral  towns  in  ap  tition  for  the  coustructio  i  of 
a  system  of  sowers  which  should  drain  those 
towns  as  well  as  preserve  the  purity  of  the  Mystic 
water.  I  think  the  Council  unrteistood  at  that 
time — I  certainly  aid — that  the  Ci'y  was  not  to 
bear  the  whole  expense  aloi.e  of  purifying  the 
water  and  draining  the  towns  without  their  co- 
operation with  the  city  of  Boston.  The  act  of  the 
Legislature  which  was  obtain'  d,  owing  to  the  re- 
fusal of  the  towo<  to  join  with  the  city,  as  has 
be"u  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  ward  12, 
throws  the  whole  expense  upon  the  city  of  Bos- 
tou.  That  act  was  referred  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Boaid,  who  submitted  two  questions  to  the 
Engineer;  one  was  to  provide  a  sewer  to  puri- 
fy Mystic  Pono,  and  tue  other  was  for  a  sys- 
tem of  sewers  to  drain  the  towns  named  iu 
the  order.     The    City   Engineer   made   two  re- 


ports, oop  showing  the  expense  of  this  tropoied 
sewer  to  be  §205,000,  giving  suffieieuc  size  to  take 
away  t'o 3  impurities  now  discharged  into  the  pond ; 
soother  esti  nate  was  for  a  larger  sewer,  to  cost 
5530,000,  ro  be  sufficiently  Jarge  to  include  the 
drainage  of  Wobuin  and  Winchester.  The  En- 
gineer states  in  his  report  that  this  proposed 
sewer  will  be  sufficient  to  take  away  the 
impur.ties  from  Mystic  Pond.  and  that 
the  larger  sewei  will  take  a  say  the 
drainage  of  certain  town 5  named  "in  the 
order.  Nofv,  under  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, the  towns  of  Winchester,  Woburn  and 
Me dford  may  use  the  sewer  which  we  propose  to 
build  to  preserve  the  purity  of  this  pond.  Ir  they 
may  use  this  sewer  at  any  time — ano  I  grant  that 
they  are  to  compensate  the  city— it  seems  to  me 
to  be  very  rinwise  for  the  city  to  construct  so 
small  a  sewer  which  those  towns  may  use.  That 
is  my  first  objection.  In  other  words,  we  are 
goirig  tobuili  a  sewec  to  drain  the  Mystic  Pond, 
and  yet  by  t  lie  act  of  the  Legislature  these  towns 
may  use  it. 

Mr.  Wilsou— I  will  call  the  gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  the  last  paraeraph  of  the  section,  refetred 
to— 

"Piovidea,  that  in  all  cases  under  this  section 
no  such  town,  corporation,  persor  or  persons 
shall  be  entitled  t">  make  such  entry  except  by 
permission  of  the  city  of  Boston." 

M-.  Kimb.ll— "Or  upon  su  h  terms  as  shail  be 
determined  by  toe  Supteme  Judicial  Couit" — 
showing  that  if  tbe  city  does  not  consent,  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Cojrt  can  fix  tbe  terms  upon 
which  the  towns  may  use  it.  They  may  use  it 
without  the  consent  of  the  city  if  they  c -nnoc  get 
that. 

Mr.  Sweetser— Is  it  at  all  likely  that  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court  would  allow  these  towns  to 
drain  into  a  sewer  that  is  not  of  sufficient  capaci- 
ty co  take  off  their  sewage? 

Mr.  Kimball— Tnat  is  a  conunorum  I  am  unable 
to  answer.  The  Legislature  has  said  they  may 
drain  into  that  sewr,  provioed  the  i  lty  consents"; 
End  if  the  city  does  not  consent  they  may  drain 
into  it,  but  the  terms  shall  be  fixeo.  by  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court.  That  is  my  interpretation 
of  the  act.  I  may  be  wrong.  My  second 
objection  is  that  we  Grain  into  the  lower"  pond.  I 
care  not  for  the  scientific  men  who  went  before 
the  Legislatuie;  probably  a  sufficient  number,  for 
an  ample  consideration,  could  have  been  found  to 
testify  upon  the  other  side.  If  they  do  say  Mystic 
Lower  Pond  is  the  best  place  to  drain  the  se  a^re 
into,  I  don't  believe  it.  I  don't  believe  that  a  pond 
is  a  suitable  place  to  drain  into,  and  on 
looking  at  tne  end  ot  the  act  I  find 
that  the  Legislative  had  very  grave  doubts 
whether  that  was  a  suitable  place,  because  section 
12  of  the  act  does  not  give  the  city  the  intermin- 
able right  to  discharge  into  this  pond,  for  it  say-. 
"But  the  Legislatuie  may,  from  time  to  time,  by 
law  regulate  and  determine  the  dispositioa  to  be 
made  of  such  se  \ age,  for  the  purpose^of  protect- 
ing the  public  health,  and  especially  that  ol  the 
inhabitants  ot  Arlington  and  Medford,  and  pie- 
venting  the  existence  of  a  i  uisince,  anything  to 
the  contrary  in  this  act  notwithstanding."  1  be- 
lieve that  the  Legislature  knew  perfectly  well, 
notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  th=  scientific 
men,  that  iu  the  coarse  of  time  Mystic  Lower 
Pond  would  oe  nothing  better  than  ao  ut covered 
cesspool,  and  that  tins  city  will  have  to  droit  it. 
We  do  i't  know  what  the  expense  win  be.  I  don't 
mean  to  simply  dram  tbe  pond,  but  for  the  dam- 
age to  estates  bordering  on  ths  pond.  1  have  been 
informed  that  the  city  attempted  to  drain  into 
Mystic  River  where  the  ude  ebbs  and  ti  \\s.  but 
the  representative  of  the  tow.  of  Medford,  being 
smarter  than  the  representative  of  some  other 
towns,  prevailed  upon  the  Legislature  to  adopt 
a  section  compelling  us  to  drain  into  loser  Mystic 
Pond.  Now,  it  doesn't  teem  wisf  to  comtbence 
the  construction  of  this  sewer.  Other  reasons 
have  b-.en  adduced  by  different  gentlemen  which 
I  favor,  and  it  is  trnne  'essary  to  repeat  them.  It 
seems  unwise  to  constiuct  this  sewer  as  a  tempo- 
rary expedient.  It  seems  unjust  to  those  border- 
ing upon  lower  Mvstic  Pond  for  us  to  made  a  cess- 
pool near  their  estates.  I  ttiuk  it  is  better  to  wait 
and  get  authority  to  construct  suco  a  sewer  as  tue 
city  wanted  last  "year,  and  until  we  get  that  I  hope 
matters  will  remain  as  they  ate. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— The  remarks  offered  by 
the  two  members  from  Ward  6  seem  to  me  to  sug- 
gest the  very  reasons  why  we  should  vote  for  this 
measure.  The  senior  member  from  Ward  6  [Mr. 
Crocker)  says  that  this  is   rothiug  more   tha-i   a 
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temporaiy  expedient,  ohat  it  will  not  fulfil  all  the 
required  purposes,  &ad  that  we  aiay  at  some  fu- 
ture time  have  to  make  a  very  much  great- 
er outlay,  to  great  that  perhaps  it  may 
be  better  to  relinquish  the  Mystic  water 
entirely.  Vetv  well.  Suppose  we  look  at 
it  in  that  ltgbt.  The  arguments  he  offers 
in  regard  to  surface  drair.age  will  aoply  -sith 
equal  fore  to  the  Sudbuiy  or  any  other  river  from 
which  we  take  water.  It  is  a  pioblem  that  has 
excited  a  great  deal  of  attention,  but  Has  Dot  yet 
oeeo  solved.  We  hope  >t  will  be,  however.  Now 
l»t  us  suppose  that  the  question  of  sui face  drain- 
age shall  have  become  a  serious  one,  and  that  ex- 
peitf  and  expeiieui  e  have  settled  that  it  must  be 
done  away  witD.  Then  ic  is  conceivable-,  it 
seems  to  me,  that  the  city  will  deem  it 
best  to  concentrate  its  efforts  in  toe  direction 
of  S'.idbury  River,  and  if  there  is  water  enough 
there  to  siioply  the  city  it  may  prove  best  to  re- 
linquish Mystic  Pond."  But  we  cannot  make  the 
Sudbury  fully  available  for  two  or  three  yeats, 
and  as  has  been  stated,  the  income  from  the  Mys- 
tic in  one  vear  is  nearly  enough  to  cover  the  ex- 
pense of  this  temporary  measure.  It  is  true  that 
h^re  is  a  specific  nuisance  that  can  be  abated; 
and  it  it  is  not  to  last  more  than  two  or  three 
years;  it  would  be  an  expedient  thing  to  do, 
for  the  iienefit  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  other 
side  of  ti  e  liver,  who  have  water  works  which  are 
a  source  of  profit;  and  if  no  greater  expense  is- 
called  tor  than  is  incurred  by  this  order,  they  are 
entitled  to  it.  Then  in  the  allusions  of  the  junior 
member  from  Ward  6  [Mr.  Kimball]  to  the  act,  it 
seemc  to  me  we  need  not  feel  very  bad  about  That, 
even  in  regard  to  the  point'  he  suggested.  It  has 
beeu  weil  said  that  the  Legislaiuiu  will  not  be 
likely  to  allow  the  inhabitants  of  no.-e  towns 
to  drain  into  that  sewfr  unless  the  sewer 
is  competent  to  do  that  duty  in  addition  to  what 
it  is  built  for;  and  it  is  not  likely  the  Suurema 
rourt  will  grant  any  such  right.  He  also  suggests 
that  the  act  leaves  it  open  to  the  Legislature  to 
protect  that  pond.  That  fame  tight  would  accrue 
in  regai  d  to  anyfsystem  of  sewerage.  The  objec- 
tion that  the  city  may  at  some  futuie  time  be 
forced  to  extend  the  sewer,  wonld  s.rise  in 
regard  to  any  system.  It  is  also  suggested 
that  if  a  latge  sewer  is  built,  and  the 
sewage  deposited  at  the  mouta  of  lower  Mystic 
River,  it  would  bellowed  back  upon  Edgewood  and 
other  towns.  That  is  a  risk  we  must  take.  Ex- 
i  erts  have  shown  that  the  present  expedient  can 
be  provided  at  a  reasonable  cost.  When  the  time 
come9  f 01  the  final  solution  of  the  problem,  we 
cai)  then  determine  whether  to  enlarge  the  sewer 
or  relinquish  the  pond. 

Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  20— One  point  seems  to  have 
been  overlooked.  The  city  of  Chelsea  has  received 
proposals  for  a  supply  of  water  fiom  a  pond  in 
that  vicinitv,  and  they  are  awaiting  our  action  ih 
regard  to  this  sewer.  It  is  also  well  knowu  that 
Somerville  is  piospecting  for  a  supply  of  purer 
water.  If  this  order  is  passed  and  the  sewer  built, 
there  will  be  no  further  complaint  from  that  quar- 
ter, I  think.  In  case  thev  should  withdraw,  it 
would  largely  decrease  the  revenue  acd  be  a  great 
injury  to  the  Mystic  works. 

Mr.  Crocket— The  trouble  is  that  around  this 
pond  is  a  veiy large  population — not  a  villaae  here 
and  there,  but  a  number  of  large  towns  which  are 
going  to  be  cities — and  it  has  been  a  very  -eiious 
question  with  me  whether  the  taking  care  of  this 
water  and  keeping  it  clean  is  nol  going  to  cost 
u:ore  than  it  is  worth.  They  say  it  is  a  tem- 
porary exptdient.  It  cannot  he  substantially 
fioished  until  the  Shdbury  aqueduct  is  com- 
plet-d,  and  is  n't  it  better  to  wait  till  then, 
wbtn  we  will  have  an  abundance  of 
water,  and  then  consider  whether  it  will  i.ot  be 
better  to  keep  it  clean  at  a  large  expense,  or 
abandon  it?  It  seems  to  me  we  are  not  going 
to  gam  anything  particularly  by  going  ahead  now, 
for  we  shall  not  purify  this  water  before  we  get 
an  abundant  supply  from  anothei  source. 

Mr.  Power  if  Ward  22—1  am  a  little  surptised 
that  such  objections  should  be  made  to  the  build- 
ing oi  this  sewer.  The  gentlemar.  who  last  .-'poke 
knows  veiy  well  that  the  contractors  on  the  Sud- 
bury conduit  have  three  years  to  complete  it  in, 
while  this  one  can  be  finished  in  one  vear. 
In  this  cs.se  the  water  pays  tbe  expense 
in  ols  year.  The  idea  of  giving  up  tlie 
Myotic  wa'er  because  of  an  expenditure  of 
$200,000  is  absurd.  I  don't  believe  five  members 
of  this  Council  would  think  it  expedient  to  do  so. 
Another  reason  is  that  on  account  of  the  dulnets 


of  the  times  labor  a-jd  materials  are  cheaper  than 
they  *ili  be  two  years  hence. 

the  oider  authoiizing  the  co  struction  of  the 
sewer  was  passed    36  for,  19  agaiost. 

The  order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $205,000  to  de- 
fray i he  expense  was  rejected  for  want  of  two- 
thirds  in  favor — yeas  41,  nays  19. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditt,  Burgess,  Coyle,  Curtis,  Cushirg,  Cu-hman, 
Day,  Devereux,  Duggan,  Fitzgeiald,  Fitzpatrick, 
Goidthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Harrigan,  Hicks, 
Howes,  Jaques,  Kel  ey,  Kingsiey,  Lrightmi,  Mo- 
lev,  Moonev,  Morrison,  Murray,  Noyes,  Osbirne, 
Power,  Rice.  Shaw,  Stacey,  Sw'eetser,  Train,  Wal- 
bridgp,  Walsh,  Willcutt,  Whitmore,  Wilson— 41. 

Nays — Messrs,  Claike,  Crocker,  Edwards,  Felt, 
Flynn,  Kimball,  Kingsbury,  Loring,  Newton, 
Page.  Paiker,  Peabody,  Pierce,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Thacher,  Wadswortb,  Wnitcomb,  Wilbur— 19. 

THE  SINKING  FONDS. 

The  following  [City  Doc.  99]  was  received  and 
sent  up: 

Sept.  13,  1875. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Stoking 
Funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  t"ebt  of  tbe  city 
of  Boston,  have  th*  hooov  of  presenting  their 
ninth  report,  cov-rirg  a  ppriod  embraced  within 
Dec.  31,  1874,  aod  Apiil  30, 1875,  and  will  hereafter 
sub  .iu  an  annual  report  in  conformity  with  the 
act  of  tbe  Cotnmoi  wtalth  of  1875  "to  regulate  and 
limit  municipal  indebtedness,"  embracing  the 
transactions  of  the  financial  year  of  the  city  in 
each  report. 

The  gross  funded  debt,  Dec.  31, 1871,  was.. .  $43,431,501.96 
The  gross  funded  debt,  April  3U,  1875,  was. .    43,414,829.99 

Decrease  in  the  gross  funded  debt  between 
Dec.  31, 1874,  and  April  30, 1875 $16,671.97 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds, 
April  30,  1875,  was $15,038,899.68 

The  total  amount  of  redemption  funds, 
Dec. 31,  1874, was 14,329,994.73 

Increase  of  redemption  funds  between 
Dec.  31, 1874,  and  April  30, 1875 $708,904.95 

Net  debt  Dec.  31,  1874 $29,101,507.23 

Net  debt,  April  30,  1875 28,375,930.31 

Decrease  of  the  net  debt  between  Dec.  31, 
1874,  and  April  30, 1874 $725,576,92 

The  amount  of  debt  redeemed  at  maturity 
and  cancelled  with  revenue  funds  be- 
tween Dec.  31,1874,  and  April  30,  1875 $1,163,171.97 


CITY   DEBT. 
Funded  prior  to  organization  of  the  board,  $14,166,789.80 

Debts  assumed  by  annexation 2,555,940.06 

Issued  since  the  organization  of  the  board,         53,000.00 

Outstanding  Dec.  31, 1874 $16,775,729.86 

Issued  since,  "Oliver  street," 72.0U0.00 

$16,847,729.86 

Debt— Balance,  Dec.  31, 1874 $15,629,508.97 

Issued  since,  "Oliver  street," 78,000.00 


Paid  from  general  debt  sinking  fund : 
City  debt— 
fiold,  $333,500.00 

Currency,  221,509.80 


$15,701,508.97 


Roxbury  debt- 
Gold,  $150.00 
Currency,           15,000.00 

Brighton  debt- 
Currency, 

Charlestown  debt- 
Currency, 


$555,009.80 

15,150.00 
106,000.00 
31,223.42 


Balance,  April  30, 1875, 

Sinking  Fund.     Balance  Dec. 

31,  1874,  $10,507,704.10 

Keceived  from  In- 
terest, $307,324.82 

Received  from  rev- 
enue, 118,881.29 


707,383.22 
$14,994,125.76 


Paid  city  debt- 
Gold,  $333,500.00 
Cur'cy  221,509.80 

Roxbury  debt, 
Brighton    " 
Charlest'n  " 


426,206.11 
$10,933,910.21 


$555,009.80 

15,150.00 

106,000.00 

31,223.42 
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Total  debt  paid,  $707,383.22 
Paid    premium 
on  gold,  39,855.72 


$747,238.94 
Balance,  April  30, 1875,         $10,186,671.27 


Invested  in  city  notes, 
"  water  " 


Total  invested. 
Cash, 


$7,766,175.00 
2,201,000.00 


$9,967,175.00 
219,496.27 


$10,186,671.27 


Appropriation  and  Revenue  Fund,  1873-74. 

Balance,  Dec.  31,1874 $556,223.28 

Received  from  interest 13,750.00 

$569,973.28 
Paid  to  Burnt  Dist.  Sink'g  Fund,  $182,000.00 
"         Street      improvement 

sinking  fund 172,000.00 

"  Water  debt  sink'g  fund  75,973.28 
•'  Public  build'g  "  "  82,000.00 
"        Suffolk-street      district 

sinking  fund 58,000.00 

$569,973.28 


Balances  of  Appropriations,  1874-75. 
Received  from  Citv  Treasurer,  balances  of 
appropriations,  1874-75 $742,084.08 

Balance,  cash,  April  30, 1875 $742,084.08 


Recapitulation  of  Sinking  and  Revenue 

General  debt  sinking  fund $10 

Water  debt  sinking  fund I 

Consolidated     street     improvement  loan 

sinking  fund 

Balances  of  appropriations,  1874-75 

Suffolk-street  district  sinking  fund 

"  "  "         revenue    "    

Burnt  district  sterling  loan  sinking  fund. . 

"  "  "  "    revenue    "    .. 

Mystic  Water  Works  sinking  fund 

Public  building  loans  sinking  fund 

•'  "  "      revenue    "     

Street  improvement  loans  sinking  fund. . . 

"  *'  "      revenue    "    ... 


Funds. 

,186,671.27 
533,890.28 

892,473.39 
742,084.08 
250,431.60 

1,182.45 
455,758.63 
54,589.55 
138,228.76 
221,969.53 

3,022.49 
549,839.10 

8,758.55 


Total  redemption  funds $15,038,899.68 

Id  vested  as  follows : 

City  of  Boston  city  bonds $9,9 

City  of  Boston  water  bonds 3,8 

City  of  Cbarlestown  bonds 


Total  invested $13,837 

Total  cash 1,201 


!,175.00 
1,000.00 
J.965.15 

,140.15 
,759.53 


$15,038,899.68 


The  Debt. 


Total  funded  debt,  Dec.  31, 1874 :...  $43,431,501.96 

Increase  since- 
City  debt,  "Oliver  street" $72,000.00 

Burnt  district  loan,  "Currency". .  563,500.00 
Street  Improvement  loan,  "Beach 

street" 251,000.00 

Water  debt 260,000.00 


1,146,500.00 
$44,578,001.96 


Paid  from  General  Debt  Sinkiug  Fund- 
City  debt $555,009.80 

Roxbury  debt 15,150.00 

Brighton  debt 106,000.00 

Charlestown  debt. . . .       81,223.42 


Paid  from  Consolidated 
Street  Improvement  Loan 
Siukin?-  Fund— 

Reduced  by  interest  on  re- 
deemed bonds 

Paid  from   Mystic  Water  Debt 

Sinking  Fund 

Paid  from  Revenue  Funds — 

Suffolk-street  District 
Revenue  *und $65,000.00 

Burnt  District  Reve- 
nue Fund 227,000.00 

Public  Buildings 
Revenue  Fund 33,000.00 

Street  Improvement 
Loan  Revenue 
Fund 100,000.00 


$707,383.22 


23,788.75 
7,000.00 


425,000.00 


1,163,171.97 

Gross  funded  debt,  April  30, 1875 $43,414,829.99 

Less  Redemption  Funds 15,038,899.68 


Net  funded  debt,  April  30, 1875 $28,375,930.31 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

Samuel  C.  Cobb. 

ALFRED  T.  TURNER. 

John  T.  Clark. 
Francis  H.  Peabody. 
Newton  Talbot. 
John  o.  Poor. 
Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  E.  F. 
Meauy  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Wareham  stieet,  Ward  10.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Petition  of  Watts  &  Willis,  et  al.,  that  the  order 
to  erect  a  urinal,  etc.,  in  North  Market  stieet  be 
rescinded.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Health. 

By  Mr.  Rice  of  Ward  19— Petitions  of  Joseph 
Bennett  et  al.,  that  the  public  squai  e  on  Che-tnut 
Hill  avenue  at  tbe  junction  of  Wu..»hip  and  Union 
streets  be  curbed  and  graded  ;  and  S.  M.  Daven- 
poit  et  al.,  that  the  rquare  oa  Franklin  street,  at 
the  junctron  of  Pleasant  street,  be  improved. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

By  Mr.  Shav  of  Ward  5 -Petition  of  A.  H.  Hig- 
gius  et  al.,  tbat  license  of  Mrs.  Sweeney  to  sell 
fruit  he  restored  to  her.    Sent  up. 

THE  PARK    COMMISSION. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  on  the  order  relating 
to  supplying  tlie  mean=  to  defray  expenses  ol 
Paik  Commissioners  witb  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  'ransfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  ibe  sum  of  $7000,  to  constitute  a 
special  approp;  iation  entitled  "Park  Depart- 
ment," tor  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses 
incurred  by  tht  Park  Commissioners  during  the 
present  financial  year  for  clerical  services,  adver- 
tising, printing,  surveys,  maps,  plans,  stationery 
and  iocidemals. 
.  Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Ml.  Goldtbwaitof  Ward  11  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Reports  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  Thomas  H.  Carter. y  for  leave  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  on  161-163  Silver  street,  Ward 
7;  Cummings  &  Sears,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  upon  a  post  foundation  on  Cortes  street, 
Ward  17;  Morris"  &  Iieland,  tor  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  in  the  rear  of  41  Bristol  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  for  the 
erection  of  wooden  buildings  toFitchbug  Rail- 
road Company,  on  Front  street,  Ward  20;  Boston, 
Revere  Beich  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company,  at  their 
whaif  at  East  Boston;  and  William  H.  Whittnore, 
on  laid  and  wharf  near  foot  of  K  street,  South 
Boston.    Orders-  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  up. 

VOTING  PLACES    IN  THE  NEW  WABDS. 

Mr.  T^ain  of  Ward  13  offered  the  follo-aicg: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Division  of  Wards  be  authorized  to  select, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  City  Council,  suit- 
able places  in  tbe  proposed  nev  wards  of  this 
city,  to  bs  designated  tor  ward  rooms  for  the  next 
muuicipal  election,  to  oe  used  as  ward  room?  un- 
til otherwise  ordered  by  the  Citj  Council. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— It  appears  tome  that  duty 
belocgs  to  the  Committee  ou  Public  Buildings,  s.s 
they  furnish  tbe  ward  rooms  now. 

Mr.  Tiaio — The  order  was  handed  to  me  to  offer, 
and  I  supposed  it  properly  belonged  to  the  Com- 
mittee "n  Divisioa  of  Wp.ro  f. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Warn  4— The  ord<=-  was  drawn 
by  th°  City  Clerk  in  accoicance  with  the  prece- 
dents of  former  year".  Tbe  committee  desire  no 
work  that  doesn't  belong  to  them,  but  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  they,  inowiug  the  boundaties  of 
the  new  wards,  should  at  the  same  time  re;  ort  to 
the  City Couucil  where  ward  rooms  can  be  obtained. 
A  committee  competent  to  propose  a  scbeuie  for 
dividiug  the  wards  ougut  to  be  trusted  to  express 
an  opinion  as  to  where  ward  rooms  can  be  obtained, 
rather  than  by  a  committee  who  are  ignorant 
of  the  boundaries.  Che  order  was  dramibythe 
City  Clerk.  After  the  committee  report,  the  sub- 
ject is  within  the  ju'isdictlon  of  tbe  City  Council. 
Aftei  the  waid  rooms  ar°  located  they  remain  iu 
charge  of  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
XJnle«s  there  is  some  reason  why  the  Committee 
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on  Division  of  Wards  is  unworthy  to  select  loca- 
tions for  ward  roonis  aod  report  to  tbe  Council,  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass  as  presented. 

Mr.  Plynn — The  order  is  ill  timed  and  out  of 
place  because  we  bave  had  no  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Divisioo  of  Wards,  who  are  no  bet- 
ter judges  ol  tbe  locations  than  are  the  members 
of  this  Council.  1  niov«  to  lay  tbe  order  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  would  seem  for  the  public  in- 
terest that  the  committee  which  designates  the 
ward  boundaries  should  iepo;t  wbatio  their  judg- 
meut  aie  the  best  locations  for  tbe  oeir  ward 
room?.  The  wards  are  based  oq  an  overage  of 
2900  legal  voters,  and  in  sone  of  them  no  city 
building  miy  be  bad.  Tne  city  may  be  tbe  loser 
if  we  wait  till  the  v.ard  boundaries  are  settled. 
This  is  a  duty  wbi  h  has  not  heretofoie  devolved 
upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  It  is 
for  the  Council  to  say  whethe.-,  contraiy  to  the 
aavice  of  the  able  City  Clerk  and  all  former  prec- 
cd-uts,  it  sba  1  be  referred  to  a  aew  committee. 

Mr.  Burditt  >  f  Ward  16— The  order  may  be  all 
right,  and  I  have  no  jealousy,  as  a  member  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Still,  that  com- 
mittee have  always  engaged  the  ward  rooms,  and 
it  seems  to  me,  on  tbe  wbole,  that  in  view  of  tbe 
limited  information  upon  tbe  subject,  the  motion 
of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  7  should  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmwe  —  The  matter  was  orought  to  my 
attentiou  by  the  City  Clerk;  it  does  tot  come  from 
the  committee.  I  presume  the  City  Clerk,  from 
his  long  experience,  knows  the  proper  course  to 
take.  I  hope  that  unless  some  member  has  in- 
formation to  the  contrary,  we  shall  follow  tbe 
advice  of  the  able  City  Clerk. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  6—1  like  tbe  zeal  of  my  friend 
fiom  Ward  4,  but  I  slioulo  be  atrniu  of  thispicfc- 
iug  out  of  waro  rooms  in  advance.  It  might  be 
tnakii.g  the  wards  conform  to  the  w?,rd  rooms.  On 
the  whole  I  think  we  had  tetter  wait  awhile,  for 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  matter  of  selecting  ward 
rooms  is  premaiuie. 

Mi.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— The  Superintendent  of 
Buildings  has  always  been  requited,  for  tbfi  last 
nineteen  years,  to  hire  ward  rooms  and  receive  all 
fees  for  the  use  of  them,  and  it  has  been  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  Building  Committee.  I 
bave  no  feeling  about  it,  but  if  any  other  commit- 
tee is  to  select  the  wards  I  stiould  like  the  oruer  to 
provide  the  means,  as  that  now  coints  from  tne 
approp'iation  for  Public  Bui'dings. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SCHOOLHOUSE  IN  WEST  ROXBUKY. 

Mr.Buraitt  ot  Ward  16 offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  erect  a  grammar  scboolhouse 
of  brick,  containing  eight  rooms,  with  ball,  from 
plans  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Fublic  In- 
struction, on  lana  recently  purchased  by  the  city, 
situated  on  Ashland  street,  near  Washington 
street,  We3t  Roxbury,  at  an  estimated  cist  of 
$50,G00;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Scboolhouse,  FlOienje  District,  already  proviced 
for  that  puipose. 
Ordered  to  a  secoDd  reaJing. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CRIMINALS   IN    PUBLIC   INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  4  moved  to  take  from 
the  files  City  Doc.  So.  71,  viz.,  repoit  of  Joint 
Soecial  Committee  on  Employment  of  Cnmiuals 
in  Public  Institutions,  explaining  that  it  bac  been 
assigned  and  passed  over,  and  that  the  report  and 
cider  should  be  acted  upon. 

The  morion  wa*  lost — 6  for,  22  against. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  PAVING  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Flyon  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tbat  tne  Committee  of  the  Common 
Council  on  Paving  be  requesters  to  inquire  wheth- 
er any  reduction  nas  be*>n  made  in  tho  pay  of  the 
persons  employed  in  rhe  paving  department  and 
if  it  appears  that  any  reduction  has  been  made, 
tbat  said  committ-e  report  to  this  Board  the 
amount  of  the  reduction,  the  leasons  for  making 
the  same,  and  whether  it  applies  to  the  foreman 
as  well  as  to  the  labours. 

Mi.  Howes  of  Ward  11  asked  for  an  expla  ation 
of  the  rvasous  for  offering  the  order. 

Mr.  Flynn— Quite  a  laige  number  of  employes 
of  the  city  have  been  to  me  and  requested  me  to 
bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  ot  the  City 
Council,  seating  that  they  bave  beeu  notified  that 
on  the  20th  of  this  month  their  wages  will  be  re- 
auced  twenty  per  cent.;  that  the  same  rule  does 
not  apply  to  the  men  over  them,  or  to  the  foremen 
on  wet  days,  when  the  men  are  ordeied  to  go  home, 


and  their  pay  is  deducted  for  the  time  tbey  a,e  not 
at  work,  while  the  pay  of  the  foremen  is  made 
up  at  the  eud  of  the  monib.  Another  reason  is 
that  ;f  they  commence  to  reduce  tbe  pay  of  men 
in  that  department,  my  own  idea  is  that  we  should 
begin  at  the  head,  with  tbe  Superintendent.  But 
I  don't  believe  m  reducing  the  pay  of  laborers  in 
any  department  at  this  time.  Uo  ro  the  1st  of 
August  those  men  were  compelled  to  wo  k  on 
*br»e-qtiai  ters  time,  and  it  seems  just  a  little  oird 
now,  when  there  if  considciable  to  do,  that  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  should  be  leduced. 

Mr.  Wbitmoie  of  Ward  4—1  hope  the  older  will 
rot  pass,  for  the  reason  tbat  I  can  conceive  of  no 
soimd  reason  why  the  Council  wilt  not  attend  to 
numerous  petitions  that  have  been  sent  to  us 
upon  an  important  subject  and  will  consider  the 
petitions  ot  tho-e  whose  only  claim  to  considera- 
tion is  that  they  have  votes.  I  notice  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  is  am  ing  thosn  who  re- 
fused to  consider  the  report  of  a  special  committee 
appointed  to  consider  an  important  topic.  I  trust 
thai  until  we  can  attend  to  the  claims  of  those 
who  have  no  vote,  we  shall  not  consider  those 
whose  only  claim  is  that  taey  have  votes.  I  think 
the  gentleman  has  precluded  himself  from  the 
right  to  ask  any  "favor?  in  behalf  of  his  constitu- 
ents." 

Mr.  Flynn— The  reasons  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  seem  to  be  very  flimsy,  to  sav  the  least. 
rlere  is  a  proper  order,  and  he  opposes  it  because 
I  did  not  vote  with  him.  The  reason  is  very  fool- 
ish and  flijosy,  I  think. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  hope  tbe  order  will  be 
adopted.  It  is  common  talk  about  City  Hall — let 
peop'e  laugh  and  talk  as  they  please— tbat 
the  Paving  Department  has  reduced  the  pay 
of  the  laborer.-.  Upon  inquiry  I  was  told  That  tbe 
reduction  was  12%  per  cent.  As  the  gentl-man 
from  Ward  7  said,  this  is  not  a  vear  to  reduce  the 
pay  of  the  poor  laborer,  for  it  there  evr  was  a 
time  in  tbe  last  twenty-five  years  when  the 
poor  man  i eeded  all  he  can  earn,  it  is  in  this  year 
1875.  I  am  opposed  to  the  reduction  of  tbe  pay 
of  laborers.  Tbe  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 
The  Committee  oa  Common  does  n't  propose  to 
reduce  the  pay  of  tbe  laborers.  The  idea  hasn't 
been  entertained  in  tbat  commitiee.  Why 
should  ti'r  all  be  served  alike?  They  have  been 
laboring  on  tbiee-fourtbs  time  all  summer,  and 
the  little  rsooey  they  have  been  in  tbe  habit  of 
paving  has  n't  been  paid  to  them,  and  they  have 
comparatively  nothing  in  tbe  n«aik  to  what  they 
had  a  few  yeais  ago.  I  intended  to  inquire  at  the 
savings  institutions  and  ascertain  it  tnat  is  not 
literally  true.  It  is  true  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
and  I  can  prove  it  by  facts  aud  figures.  I  don't 
ask  to  have  anybody's  wages  reduced.  The  man 
of  genius,  talenr,  and  brains  is  entitled  to  ail  the 
pay  he  gets,  and  so  is  rhe  poor  laborer.  I  had 
the  honor,  last  year,  o,  to  carry  through  this 
Couucil  Dy  a  veiy  handsome  vote  an  order  that 
the  laborers  should  be  cootinueo  tbrougu  the 
entire  season;  it  went  to  tire  higher  branch,  and 
was  there  killed.  Everything  in  the  i.  terest  of 
the  common  people  has  its  death-blow  m  chat 
branch.  lam  in  tavor  of  keeping  up  the  pay  of 
the  men  in  every  depaitment  It  is  an  order  of 
inquiry,  and  I  hope  it  "will  pass.  It  is  an  inquiry 
that  should  be  answerea  and  well  answered,  and 
it  it  is  irue,  action  should  be  taken  by  the  City 
Council  in  botn  branches,  and  iooorsed  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor, that  to  man's  w*ges  shall  be  re- 
duced in  the:e  hard  times. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

INMATES  OF  HOUSE    OF  REFORMATION. 

Mr.  Fitzgerard  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following; 

O'dertd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions,  be  requested  to 
report  in  two  weeks  from  this  date,  and  that  they 
be  requested  to  levort  specially  on  pages  30  and 
31,  of  said  report,  relating  to  the  classification  of 
the  inmates  of  the  House  of  Reformation. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— My  attention  has  been  specially 
called  t>>  this  suDject  during  my  short  experience 
on  the  Truant  Committee  of  the  School  Board.  I 
s  ?e  by  the  report  of  tbe  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions that  on  the  first  of  May  there  were  nearly 
300  inmates  of  that  institution,  about  half  ot 
whom  are  committed  under  the  truaut  act.  On 
the  30th  of  April  there  were  in  that  House  of  Ref- 
ormation fifty-two  boys  and  one  girl  committed 
for  truancy  and  forty-nine  boys  and  three  girls 
for  vagian'cy,the  total  number  of  inmates  being  197 
boys  and  eleven  girls,  tne  remainder  being  m  a.de  up 
of  fifty-five  boys  andthree  girls  for  larceny,  eight 
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boys  and  eight  girls  for  brsaking,  entering  and 
larceny,  seven  boys  for  drunkenness,  and  one  for 
each  of  several  other  offences.  Those  boys  who 
have  really  committed  jjo  crime,  except  breaking 
a  prohibirion,  are  taken  before  a  trial  justice,  told 
they  are  very  bad  boys  and  that  the  city  will 
take  t'uem  away  from  the  bad  influences  to 
which  they  are  exposed,  and  they  are  to  be 
put  in  an  institution  where  they  will  be 
reformed.  The  city  places  those  boys  and 
gills,  with  an  equal  number  of  thieves,  in  a 
peoal  institution,  wdere  they  lo<e  their  sense  of 
manhood,  and  when  they  come  fioro  there  the 
finger  of  scorn  is  pointed  at  them.  That  is  the 
reformation  to  which  those  cbildieu  ar^  exposed, 
who  really  have  done  no  crime,  except  that  they 
have  followed  the  natural  impulse  which  exists  in 
everybody.  I  say  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of 
Boston.  Tbey  ought  to  be  placed  in  an  instita- 
tiou  under  the  influence  of  those  who  send  them 
there. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
The  Directors  for  Public Instutions  have  long  been 
impressed  with  the  injustice  of  keeping  these 
truants  mixed  up  with  criminals,  and  have  been 
endeavoring  to  procure  sufficient  means  to  reme- 
dy the  evil, by  securing  accommodations  to  classi- 
fy the  inmates.  Believing  that  this  year  would  be 
as  favorable  a  time  to  erect  such  a  building  as  we 
shall  have,  they  put  in  their  estimates  an  item 
for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  be  used 
entirely  as  a  tniant  school.  At  present 
the  number  of  girls  there  is  limited — only 
15,  the  largest  number  we  have  had  for  some- 
time, and  it  is  not  so  bad  for  tbem.  But  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  in  their  wis  iom, 
saw  fit  to  strike  out  the  item,  and  of  couise  we 
were  obliged  to  go  on  as  we  were  before.  But 
there  is  no  question  about  there  being  a  very  sui- 
ous  obstacle  to  the  school.  The  word  reformation 
should  be  stricken  from  the  name  of  the  place 
where  they  are  confined.  At  piesent  they  are  all 
huddled  together.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  and 
that  the  committee  will  see  the  justice  of  some 
classification. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — The  only  reason  I  see 
for  opposing  the  order  is,  we  are  asked  to  enable 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  to 
lay  out  more  money  and  cany  out  a  scheme  which 
may  or  may  not  be  one  of  reform.  My  objection 
to  the  ordei  is  that  when  we  have  once  voted  them 


the  money,  it  ceases  to  be  und?r  our  control.  I 
rejoice  that  the  gentleman  has  made  this  motion, 
because  it  brings  up  the  very  point  I  haveeadeav- 
ored  to  get  before  the  Council,  and  that  was  the 
way  in  which  the  Board  of  Directors  is  now  con- 
stituted, ^n'cb  does  not  lead  me  to  desire  to  put 
more  means  into  its  hands.  I  doubt,  sir,  if  the 
Council  is  aware  of  the  position  whicn  that  board 
holds  in  regard  to  the  City  Council.  I  am  afraid 
what  took  place  two  or  three  months  ago  has 
been  forgotten,  whei  a  committee  was  told  that 
the  City  Courjcil  had'no  control  over  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Under  the  act 
of  1857  cbis  board  is  entirely  beyoad  our  control, 
and  whenever  occasion  arises,  as  it  did  once 
this  yeai,  we  shall  be  told  that  it  is  none  of  our 
business,  that  they  are  accountable  to  the  State 
and  not  to  us.  Before  I  vote  to  give  them  any 
more  money,  I  propose  co  consider  the  question  of 
retaining  control  of  the  money  we  vote  to  them. 
The  order  I  attempted  to  have  taken  from  tie  files 
authorizes  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  for  more 
control  over  this  board.  I  agree  that  in  the  case 
of  these  truants  a  great  wrong  has  been  done,  but 
I  hope  the  gentlemen  will  join  in  a  greater  re- 
form. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — The  gentleman  will  at  once  see 
that  by  my  order  it  is  proposed  that  the  directors 
shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  building.  A  re- 
port is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  and  I 
simply  ask  that  their  attention  shall  be  called  to 
the  subject  of  the  classification  of  these  children. 
I  want  to  see  the  cuildren  properly  taken  care 
of.  I  argee  with  the  gentleman  in  some  re- 
peets.  I  think  the  directors  ought  not  to  have 
cha'ge  of  those  children.  They  should  be  in 
charg-  of  those  who  know  them  best— the  officers 
of  the  School  Board,  the  masters  and  members  of 
the  committee,  in  fact  the  Institution  should  be 
under  the  control  of  the  School  Board.  If  that  is 
done  »t  will  take  away  the  mark  of  infamy  from 
the  bov.  Instead  of  being  a  Douse  of  reformation 
it  is  a  common  school  for  crime. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  14  asked  if  a  quorum 
was  present. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the 
roll  was  called,  and  thirty-five  members  answered 
to  their  names. 

The  President  declared  the  Council  adjourned, 
a  quorum  cot  being  present. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    30,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  cbaii  man,  presiding. 

JUTtORS    DBA¥H. 

Forty  iraveise  jurora  were  drawn  for  the  Octo- 
ber tsrm  of  tie  Superior  Court,  second  session, 
and  thirtv-one  traverse  juror'  for  the  same  court, 
October  term,  first  session. 

EXECUXIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Special  Police  Officers  —  Ellison  B.  Cushing, 
Lambert  and  Norfolk:  streets;  George  W.  Chick, 
Second  Advent  Church,  Roxbury  stieet. 

Confirmed. 

Constables — Francis  M.  Adams,  Arthur  F.An- 
derson, James  Ball,  John  R.  B*rry ,  *Pbiueas Bates, 
Francis  J.  Baxter,  *Jacob  T.  Beers,  Morrill  P. 
Berry,  William  W.  Blake, Cbarles  S. Blood,  Charles 
A.  Booth,  Samuel  Brackett,  Samuel  J.  Bradlee, 
Mo  es  P.  Brown,  {Francis  V.  Bulfincb,  Charles 
Burcham,  Hiram  A..  Campbell,  Samuel  Canning, 
Jr.,  James  M.  Carter,  Lemuel  Clark,  Joseph  1). 
Coburn,  *Chase  Cole,  William  P.  Cook,  Joel  F. 
Cotton,  Maitio  F.  Curley,  {Daniel  a.  Curtis,  Sam- 
uel A.  Cushing,  Charles  R.  Cutter,  H.  R.  Darling, 
{William  G.  Davies,  {Isaac  W.  Derby,  {Henry  W. 
Dickerman,  Al vin  S.  Dre  .v,  George  G.  Drew,  John 
A.  Duggan,  William  E.  Easierbrook,  Caleb  S. 
Emery,  Epkraim  W.  Fair,  *George  M.  Felch, 
{Thomas  Folger,  tHeary  M.  Fouistall,  William 
A.  Fort,  Elijah  D.  Foss.  William  T.  Gardner,  Sa- 
rellGleason,  Edward  Glufling,  James  F.  Good- 
win, Williauo  Goioon,  {DennisJ. Gorman,  Edward 
W.  Griggs,  Thomas  Hail,  James  G.  Harrington 
Jobn  C.  Harringtou,  {Sylvester  H.  Hebard,  {Wil- 
liamL.  Hicks,JosephHuDbaid,  John  Ruston.Fred- 
erick  P.  Ingalls'J  amss  A.Jackson,  Isaac  Jacobs, 
Charles  P.  Johu.-on,  SteDhenP.  Kefley,  Henry  P. 
Kennedy,  Frederick  P.  Knapp,  Rus-ell  R.  Knapp, 
John  T.  Lastou,  *Abrabam  M.Leavitt,  *James 
P.  Leeds,  Nicholas  G.  Lynch,  {John  Mac  Con- 
nell,  William  D.  Martin,  Jobn  Mav,  *Henry  Mc- 
Donald, Jr.,  {William  H.  Mcintosh,  *Samuel  Mc- 
Intosb,  *Edftard  F.  Mecuen,  {Beciamin  Meriam, 
Michael  Merrick,  Jr.,  James  Miskelly,  George  B. 
Munroe,  Jotbam  E.  Munroe,  Samuel  T.  Munroe, 
Alonzo  F.  Neale,  Aaron  F.  Nettletoj,  John  B. 
O'Brien, Isaiah  Paine,  Jr.,  David  Patterson,  {Wil- 
liam  S.  Pea  body,  George  B.  Proctor,  John  D. 
Reed,  {Augustus  M.  Rice,  Edwin  Rice,  *Hannibal 
F.  Ripley,  John  RoDie,  William  D.  Rockwood, 
John  Rogers,  Franklin  T.  Roje,  Joseph  Rowe, 
Burnbo.ni  Royce,  Geoige  H.  Royce,  Charles  Smith, 
Thomas  M.  Sinitn,  {Edward  R.  Smith,  Asa  Soutb- 
wortb,  A.  Cnamn  Southwortb,  {Edward  B.  Spin- 
ney. George  P.  Stone,  James  R.  Stone,  William 
H.  Srone,  Barry  Sullivan,  {Denis  A.  Sullivan. 
*Jeremiah  M.  S^etc,  Charles  S.  Tasker,  Henry 
Tavlor,  Cbarles  E.  To  *nsend,  George  W.  Tucker- 
man,  "Charles  E.  Turner,  William  G.  Tvler,  {El- 
brlo'ge  li.  Wallis,  Johnson  Warren,  AVilli.im  H. 
Watreo.Jr.,  *SumnerP.  Wliite,  {George  R.  Wil- 
liams, Wright  W.  Williams,  »Charles  S.  Wooffin- 
dale,  {Abraham  G.  Wyman,  John  M.  Hodgate, 
Augustus  Grar.t,  Morris  Walsh,  Frank  B.  Brown, 
William  K.  Jones,  {George  W.  Conant,  {George  P. 
Kiugsley,  {J.  Edward  Priest,  Alvah  H.  Peters, 
Nathaniel  G.  Robinson,  Lebbeus  W.  Smiih,  Wil- 
liam Sherbuiue,  Joseph  Toiuian,  Henry  Prentiss. 

Laid  over  foi  one  week,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Bigelow. 

COMPENSATION  FOR    TAKING  THE  CENSUS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  Sept.  20, 1875. 
To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston :  Gen- 
.  tlemen— I  have  the  ho  nor  of  transmitting  h- re  with 
a  communication  from  the  Chief  of  ths  Bureau  of 
Statistics  of  Labor  relative  to  the  bill  of  Sampson, 
Davenport  &  Co.  (which  is  also  enclosed),  for 
services  rendered  in  obtniuing  the  decennial  cen- 
sus of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  would  recommend 
that  this  uoatier  receive  your  early  attention. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 
Boston,  Sept.  20, 1875. 
Sir — The  enclosed  bill  and   lettei  from  Me-'srs. 
Sampson,  Davenpo  t  &  Co.,  relative  to  the  census 

•Truant  Officers. 
.  tHealth  Department. 
{Collector's  Deputies. 


of  the  city  of  Boston  for  1875  are  respectfully  re- 
fenedto  your  honor,  without  the  approval  re- 
quested. 

By  provision  of  chapter  93  Acts  of  1875,  the  cen- 
sus of  Boston  was  to  be  taken  by  agents  appoint- 
ed bj ;  tbe  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Boston,  and 
such  agents  were  to  be  paid  out  or  the  treasury  of 
the  Commonwealth  'upon  certificate  of  the  Mayor 
of  said  city  of  the  number  of  dp.ys'  service  per- 
formed in  said  duty."  By  provisions  of  chapter 
37  Rejolves  of  1875,  this  bureau  was  authorized  to 
appoint  agents  for  taking  the  census  of  the  State, 
"and  the  account  of  each  assessor  or  person  so 
employed  shall  be  verified  by  his  affidavit,  and  if 
apDroved  by  the  chief  of  said  bureau,  when  au- 
dited and  allowed  by  the  auditor,  snail  be  pad 
from  the  appropriation  made  for  that  purpose,  in 
an  act  ot  tn°  p  eseut  year,  entitled  -an  a  t  mak- 
ing appropriations  to  meet  certain  expenditures 
auttonzed  the  present  year,  and  tor  other  pur- 
puses,'  "(See  chaptet  135  Acts  ot  1875). 

It  will  be  se^o  reaaiiy,  that  while  all  agents  of 
this  buieau  are  obliged  to  make  =ffidavit  to  their 
act  ount-,  those  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  not,  and 
neither  law  serened  to,  authorizes  the  chief  of 
this  bureau  tu  app  10 ve  the  account  of  expeosei 
in  taking  Boston's  census,  or  makes  the  payment 
of  smch  expe  se  conditional  upon  his  approval, 
but  distinctly  provides  that  such  expense  shall 
be  paio  upon  certifi  :ace  of  the  Mayor.  Fimhei- 
more,  the  appropriation  bill  leferred  to  does  not 
make  provision  for  any  payment  of  expense*  in- 
curred undei  chapter  93,  (1875)  upon  tbe  certificate 
of  the  Mayor,  etc. 

In  view  of  these  points,  I  am  forcea,  against 
my  disposition,  to  aim  at  rhe  following  conclu- 
sions : 

First — The  law  does  not  authorize  mv  approval 
of  the  enclosed  bill,  or  predicate  the  payment  of 
same  upoa  such  approval;  and 

Second — S:  ould  I  approve  it,  do  appropriation 
has  been  mude  to  niee.  the  same. 

Tbis  state  of  affairs  nas  clearly  poicted  out  to 
and  discussed  with  the  chai"man,.on  part  of  Coun- 
cil of  the  city's  Committee  ou  Census,  prior  to  ad- 
journment of  tbe  Lcgislatuie  of  1875. 

Allow  me  to  add  that  the  bill  is,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  a  reasonable  oi.e,  and  would  be  approved 
at  once    were   it  not  for  the   objections  stated, 
which  to  my  mind  positively  foibid  such  action 
on  my  part ;  and  I  would  also  take  this  opportuni- 
ty to  thank  your  honor  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  their   hearty  cooperation  in  securing  a 
perfect  census  of  tbe  State. 
With  highest  regards, 
I  an,  verv  respectfully, 
your  obenient  servant. 

Carroll  D.  Wright. 

Chief. 

Hon.  Samuel  C  Cobb, 

Mayor  of  City  of  Boston. 

Read  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Census  and 
Division  ot  Warts.    Sent  dowD. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Metropolitan  Eailroad  Turn-out  Tracks.  The 
petition  of  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  for 
construction  of  turnouts  on  Tremont  stieet.  Ward 
15,  and  on  Hancock  stieet,  Ward  16,  was  consider- 
ed on  a.i  order  of  notice.  No  one  appeared  to  ob- 
ject, a~d  the  petition  >•  as  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Pa-virg. 

Metropolitan  1'racks  in  Court  Street.  The  peti- 
tion for  tbe  removal  of  the  horse-car  tracks  iu 
Court  street,  and  that  said  stieet  be  paved  with 
wood,  was  considered  ou  au  order  of  notice. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Dounelly  appeared  for  hinselt  and  as- 
sociates in  the  tetition.  Be  said  the  petition  ot 
the  company  tc_r  this  tiack  was  granted  Oct.  20, 
1870,  but  not  till  March,  1S74.  did  they  request  a 
pertrit  to  have  it  laid,  a  d  the  >  only  for  tempora- 
ry pur cosi  s,  for  sixty  days,  ouriug  tbe  change  of 
grade  in  Cornbill.  About  this  time  a  bill  in  equity 
was  filed  in  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  Adams  Ex- 
press Company,  whicb  is  still  peuding.  Tbe  ten- 
ants -.ml  occupants  ou  Court  street  have  waited 
patiently  ever  sines  for  tbe  removal  of  the  tiack. 
Mr.  Donnelly  rehearsed  tbe  recent  action  in  i he 
Board  ou  tne  subject.  They  bad  been  informed 
that  a  new  pavement  was  about  to  be  laid,  and 
recognized  ir  as  a  aood  tune  to  petition  for  the 
reinovs.1  of  the  tracks  and  for  -  wooaeu  pavement 
instead  of  stone.  He  had  associated  with  him 
many  prominent  owners  and  occupants  on  that 
street,  but  w'Hild  first  call  on  tbe  policemen  Sta- 
tioned in  tuat  vicinity. 

Sergeant  jSolomou'S.  Foster  of  Station  2  said 
the  track  affected  travel  by  blocking  up  the  street 
with  cars  and  teams:  he  had  seen  no  blocking  in 
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Cornhill ;  the  most  blocks  oc  Court  street  are  be- 
tween Court  squat  e  and  Washington  street.  To 
Mr.  Richards,  president  ot  toe  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Company,  ne  said  the  blo<  ks  were  not  always 
caused  bv  th<-.  cars;  me  coacht-s  no  oftener  than 
thecals;  many  teams  stop  there,  most  of  them 
express  teams;  he  (bought  the  cars  caused  the 
must  blocks,  b  cause  tbe.y  cannot  turn  out.  He 
had  made  the  same  statement  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving.  To  Alderman  Worthii  gton  be  said  be 
did  n't  think  more  than  tour  cars  an  hour  went 
through  there. 

Offic-r  Mark  Waite,  stationed  for  a  ye^r  at  the 
corner  of  Court  arid  Washington  stieeis,  said  the 
least  tuing  causes  an  obstruciio  on  either  side  of 
the  tiack;  last  summer  there  was  a  gieatdealof 
trouble,  but  this  summer  Dot  so  much,  because 
there  are  not  so  many  cars;  thr.  e  teams  can  pass 
abreast  nn  that  street;  at.  the  intersection  of 
Washiogton  and  Court  stttets,  the  car  drivers  try 
to  get  ahead  of  each  other,  an  c  one  ha  s  to  stop  and 
that  often  causes  a  ..lock;  sltpoing  and  sl.divg 
are  sometimes  caused  by  teams  crossing  the  track. 

Office*  Bean  of  Station  2,  stationed  for  the 
past  thirty  oays  on  Court,  Waslington  and  Bivttle 
streets  and  Cornhill,  thought  Court  street  blocked 
a  great  deal  by  the  cars  comiug  through  there; 
tDe  teams  used  to  slice  about  a  gieatdeal,becaii  e 
of  the  pavement  being  lower  than  the  track,  hut 
that  is  remedied  ;  the  track  obstructs  travel  when 
teams  are  crossing  the  street,  out  he  had  not  seen 
a  great  deal  oJ  the  sliding  within  thirty  days;  he 
did  n't  think  the  street  vould  block  up  i*o  much  if 
tus  track  is  removed.  To  Mr.  Richards  he  said  he 
thought  there  is  more  tra\  el  through  Court  street 
thau  Cornhill  or  Brattle  street;  there  are  Jour  cars 
an  hour  thiough  Court  street,  out  ne  was  not 
aware  the  coaches  made  580  tups  a  aaj  through 
there;  he  would  not  state  that  the  cars  do  all  the 
bio  king;  he  did  n't  think  there  is  anyplace  on 
Washington  street  where  there  is  so  much  travel 
as  in  Court  street.  To  Mr.  Donnelly  bo  said  lie 
was  there  during  the  chaage  of  ths  tracks  a  year 
ago,  and  noticed  the  great  block  theo. 

Mr.  Warren  P.  Tyler,  doing  business  for  twenty- 
one  yjars  on  Court  street,  one  of  the  firm  of  Tyler 
&  Stuoiey,  said  he  nad  said  *o  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee that  the  Metropolitan  road  throu^o  that 
street  was  a  nuisance.  The  loi.d  holds  the  centre 
of  the  street,  and  if  the  car  was  n't  there  the 
teams  and  coaches  could  go  in  and  out ;  he  old  n't 
know  so  crowded  a  place  in  Boston,  and  he  had 
made  a  business  of  observing  it;  the  place  has 
change  t  on  account  of  the  teams;  customers 
don't  come  there  in  carriages,  aid  he  always  went 
up  to  the  Common  to  meet  bis  own  carriage;  the 
street  is  too  narrow  for  so  much  business,  when 
the  expiess  teams  nod  coaches  are  going  in  and 
out  so  much  ;  it  is  crowded  io  the  roadway  and  on 
the  sidewalks.  To  Mr.  Richards  he  said  he 
looked  upon  it  in  a  broader  view  than  a  mere 
detriment  to  his  business;  it  is  not  so  pleasant  a 
place  for  his  business  as  it  was;  he  did  n't  think 
there  was  room  enough  for  the  coaches,  which  he 
had  advocated  taking  away. 

Mr.  Donnelly  read  letters  from  the  president  of 
the  National  Exchange  Bank  the  directors  of 
Merchants'  National  Bauk,  and  Hemy  J.  Gard- 
ner, in  favor  ot  the  removal. 

Mr.  Patrick  Moley,  memoer  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Ward  19,  was  familiar  with  the 
place;  ho  thought  the  track  gieatly  affected 
tiavel;  a  good  maoy  times  he  went  another  way, 
being  af.  aid;  a  short  time  ago  he  went  there  with 
a  valuable  horse,  and  tber-  was  a  great  jan  of 
cais  and  teams;  the  track  is  an  obstruction  in 
any  narrow  street,  aud  in  Court  street  affects  the 
travel  very  much,  and  should  be  removed.  To 
Mr.  Richards  he  said  no  other  streets  are  so  bad 
as  Court  street;  he  did  not  object  to  tracks  in 
wide  stteets,  though  they  were  a  detriment  to 
teams;  he  saw  one  block  in  Court  street  the  key 
to  which  be  thought  w*s  a  car. 

Benjamin  P.  Winslow,  formerly  for  many  years 
a  director  of  the  Lynn  &  Boston  Railroad,  said  he 
favored  good  facilities  for  horse  railroads,  but  a 
track  in  Court  street  should  not  be  tolerated.  The 
suourbs  are  pouring  thsii  reams  into  Court  street, 
which  is  like  thefneck  of  an  hour  glass,  the  sole 
avenue  for  the  travel  from  one  part  of  the  city  to 
the  other;  there  is  ample  loom  mother  streets  for 
the  i  ailroads ;  it  the  other  car  line  j  from  the  sub- 
urbs insist  on  coming  farther  into  tbe  city,  he 
did  not  know  where  we  should  be  if  they  come 
through  this  street ;  the  track  in  Brattle  street 
was  taken  up  because  it  was  not  used,  but  there  is 
no  difficulty  about  using  that  street. 

Andrew  Lawrence,  doing  business  in  Cornhill 


for  twenty -five  years,  said  he  had  seen  no  obstruc- 
tion to  travel  in  toat  street,  and  judged  a  good 
many  more  cai  s  might  eo  there,  to  Mr.  Richards 
he  said  toat  he  aupeared  before  the  Committee  on 
Paving  as  a  witness  for  Adams  &  Co.,  to  state 
tbar.  no  inconvenience  would  acciue  to  h.iu  if  more 
cais  went  through  Cornhill. 

Leopold  Morse  said  he  had  been  told  he  bad 
signod  a  petition  for  the  track  to  remain  in  Court 
street,  and  came  to  deny  th  <  be  had  signed  any 
such  petition.  He  was  not  prepared  to  speak  on 
the  question  under  consideration. 

Gardner  Warren,  paving  contractor,  who  is 
in  charge  of  the  paviug  of  Court  street,  said  the 
cost  of  taking  up  the  paving  would  be  $200,  if  the 
ties  were  not  taken  up— that  is,  the  relaying  of 
the  blocks  yvould  be  $200,  and  if  tbe  ties  are  takt  n 
up  it  would  be  $50  more;  a  man  came  ttiere 
Thursday  and  wanted  the  m.ck  paved  immedi- 
ately, and  he  con  idered  that  -..  totice  troni  the 
railioad  company  to  pave  the  t  act:  the  party 
stated  that  h*  came  fr^ru  the  president  of  the 
Metrouolitan  road.  To  Mi.  Richards  he  said  Le 
went  to  his  [Mr.  R.'s]  office  in  regaid  to  tbe  track, 
and  it  was  left  so  that  Mr.  R  should  notify  him  ; 
nothing  was  said  about  having  it  ttone  by  Mon- 
day ;  it  was  a  regular  business  transaction ;  the 
cost  of  putting  the  street  back  again  would  be 
$250,  a  no  he  would  agree  to  do  it  for  that. 

Mi.  Donnelly  i  allac  for  Mr.  Cloutman,  tbe  clerk 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad,  and  stated  that  be 
had  summoned  him  ucdec  the  statute.  He  de- 
sired to  see  the  record  .  f  the  directors  and  toe 
stock  book  of  the  corporation. 

Mr.  Richards  said  he  bid  not  propose  to  produce 
his  sioc-t  book  and  lecords  for  toe  curio  ity  or  any 
justice  of  the  peace  who  desires  to  see  them ;  but 
if  the  Aldermen  desire  to  see  them  he  would  be 
happy  to  show  them.  If  ths  Board  insisted  on 
having  the  books  publicly  shown  be  intimated  that 
he  srjould  prefer  to  pay  the  fine  of  disobedience 

Mr.  Donnelly  said  tbe  subpoena  wi-  regularly 
issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  accordance 
with  the  statute,  and  thought  tbe  Board  aad  a 
perfect  right  to  the  t  vidence. 

.  Mr.  Richards  said  he  would  show  the  Isooks  to 
members  of  the  Board,  but  did  n't  propose  to 
bring  them  at  the  call  of  any  and  every  justice  of 
the  peace. 

The  Chairman-  Does  tbe  Chaii  understand  the 
gentleman  to  request  this  Board  to  send  for  the 
officers  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad? 

Mr.  Doncelly — I  dont  think  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  are  above  the  law  any  more  than  any  in- 
dividual citizen. 

The  Ctuirman— The  Chair  does  not  understand 
that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  summons  of  witnesses  to  this  hearing, 
and  it  is  for  them  to  decide  whether  or  no  those 
officers  shall  be  sent  for. 

Alderman  Wortbington— I  would  suggest  that 
we  go  on  and  hear  tbe  witnesses  who  are  here. 
This  is  a  matter  that  we  shall  need  more  time  to 
discuss. 

Mr.  Donnelly  asked  Mr.  Richards  if  there  was 
anytoing  in  the  recoros  of  the  company  authoriz- 
ing him  to  appear  as  a  remonstrant  against  this 
petition. 

Mr.  Richaros  said  no  such  vote  baa  been  taken; 
he  appeared  as  president  to  look  after  the  inter- 
ests of  the  road,  as  required  by  the  by-laws. 

Mr.  Donnelly  said  that  as  there  is  no  record  of 
such  vote,  he  did  n't  understand  that  the  compa- 
ny is  remonstrating  against  the  removal.  The 
only  way  to  ascertain  the  status  of  the  road  is  by 
its  record  ;  whether  Mr.  Richards  appeared  as  an 
individual  or  not,  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  Richards  saiu  he  came  in  obedience  to  the 
tbe  ordei  of  the  Board,  as  m  tbe  first  case;  the 
by-laws  require  him  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
the  company. 

Mr.  Donnelly  said  be  would  waive  the  question 
ot  the  stock  books  of  the  company.  He  said  a  re- 
monstrance wijS  filed,  and  he  oeaired  to  see 
whether  they  bad  any  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Richards  said  none  of  them  had  any  ioteiest 
in  the  company. 

John  J.  Dyei ,  of  tbe  New  England  News  Com- 
pany, thought  the  track  a  great  inconvenience  to 
travel  on  the  street,  which  is  a  great  thoroughfare 
to  tbe  We-tEnd;  it  should  be  removed. 

Francis  E.  Parker  of  42  Ccut  t  street  had  had  an 
opportunity  to  observe  the  effect  of  tbe  track  on 
travel ;  unless  there  is  some  strong  public  necessi- 
ty there  should  not  be  a  horse  railroad  track  in 
that  street ;  the  sidewalks  are  prettv  much  occu- 
pied by  the  Mechauics'  Exchange,  aDd  unless  peo- 
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pie  can  use  the  roadway,  tbey  will  suffer  a  grest 
delay;  at  IP.  M.  Saturday  136  prisons  were  stand- 
ing on  tbe  sidewalk.  To  Mr.  Richards  he  said  he 
objected  to  all  obstructions;  and  it  he  ever  drove 
through  Court  stieet  he  would  bave  an  additional 
reason  for  wishing  tbe  removal  of  the  track;  both 
the  exchange  s,nd  the  tailroad  were  very  respecta- 
ble, and  be  did  n't  caie  to  say  wuich  he  preferred 
should  be  removed  first. 

Robert  M.  Lilly,  loca.ed  on  Court  stieet  for 
thirty  years,  at  tbe  corner  of  Cornhil1,  thouglt 
the  obstruction  very  fjreat  in  Courtstre^t,but  had 
never  g'  en  any  in  Cbi  nhill. 

James  Sturgis,  located  i  Seais  Building  for  six 
ye  rs,  said  his  office  is  in  ibe  second  stcry;  he 
has  piany  business  visitors;  whenever  taere  is  an 
obstruction  they  hear  a  great  deal  of  swearing, 
and  if  there  are  any  women  about  his  windows, 
have  t  >  go  down,  for  )te  sw-aring  is  very  lastv 
an  a  dirty;  Coait  street  is  the  only  levrl  street 
in  that  sectior,.and  is  always  foil  of  teams. 
To  Mr.  Richards  he  said  he  appeared  sole.'y 
on  account  of  tbe  blasphemous  noise,  but  he 
never  heard  any  sweating  from  tbe  Metropolitan . 
drivers;  hackmen,  expressmen  and  teamsters, 
partieulai.lv  those  from  New  Hampshire,  do  tbe 
haraest  swearing  when  there  are  blocks ;  be  con- 
curred in  the  belief  ti  at  the  cars  caused  the 
greater  number  ol  biocks,  because  theycoulo  not 

fet  about:   a  car  divides  travel  aod  puts  it  into 
wo  lines,  g  neially,  but   he    oid   uoc   think  the 
cars  in  this  case  an  advantage  to  travel,  because 
the  teams  cannot  always   pass    between  the  cix  . 
and  the  curb. 

John  Sliepard,  or  Shspard  &  Novell,  Winter 
str°et,  said  he  frequently  dtrves  through  Court 
Bteet  at  noon,  and  finds  it  crowded  and  difficult 
to  get,  thrnugb ;  horse-railroad  tracks  are  a  nuj 
ssree  in  every  narrow,  crowoed  street;  the  tracks 
c<ttch  the  wheels  of  a  wagon  an  J  tbrow  it  around; 
the  interest  of  citizens  demands  cne  removal  of 
this  track;  his  wife  will  not  drive  tnrough  Court 
street,  when  coming  down  to  do  business.  To 
Mr.  Richards  he  said  his  general  allusion  to  tbe 
car  tracks  was  from  ooserv&tion;  he  liked  horse 
lailioads  for  convenience,  but  did  not  like  the 
tracks  in  stieers  he  drives  in. 

Mr.  Donnelly  put  iu  the  various  petitions  filed 
in  tae  former  case,  and  in  opposition  to  which  he 
said  he  could  only  fina  one  remonstrance  witn 
twelve  or  fifteen  names.  This  closed  tbe  case  for 
the  petiti»ners. 

Mr.  Richards  said  he  was  in  hopes  he  would  not 
have  to  trespass  upon  the  time  of  tbe  board  m  re- 
gard to  this  vexed  question ;  but  hs  would  refreso 
their  memories  by  touching  upon  poin  ts  presented 
at  the  previous  hearing,  though  he  would  not  have 
appeared  at  all  if  he  had  known  tbat  no  new  facts 
were  to  be  presented.  He  denied  t\at  the  track 
was  a  temporary  one;  it  was  the  twenty-sixtn  lo- 
cation, and  was  granted  as  a  permanent  ooe  after 
a  full  hearing  and  a  fair  and  square  vote  of  the 
board;  for  want  of  money  or  some  other  reason 
thev  had  oot "built  it  for  several  years,  and  then 
wheu  the  trouble  came  they  found  it  •* as  just 
what  they  wanted,  and  thev  teopondfd  » ith  alac- 
rity to  tbe  call  of  the  Paving  Department.  The 
value  of  the  track  is  in  its  being  an  auxiliary— a 
siding — to  be  used  in  case  of  au  emergency,  as 
when  Jordan  &  Marsh's  store  was  burning,  they 
ran  the  cars  through  Essex  street,  instead  of  up 
to  Sumcuet,  and  theie  was  no  delay.  They  bave 
to  carry  65.000  people  a  dav,  pressing  upon  them 
from  all  sections.  Tbe  question  has  passed  to  that 
of  a  monopoly  of  tbe  tracks;  but  be  would  not 
take  up  the  ttm ?  in  discussing  it.  He  was  not 
there  to  make  au  i<sue  ot  ooe  corporation  against 
another.  The  point  is  tbat  the  Adams  Express 
is  at  the  bottom  of  this  movement,  and 
they  bad  declared  they  would  spend  $25,000 
ro  get  the  tracks  'temoved.  H^t  hoped 
some  ot  the  gentlemen  did  not  make  the 
remarks  attributed  to  tbern  at  tbe  meeting  the 
oth&r  oighc.  Does  any  one  suppose  that  sixty  cars 
in  one  street  are  no  inconvenience,  and  tour  cars  iu 
another  street  not  f.n  iucouvemence?  If  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  voted  away  their  track  in  Court 
street  he  would  not  think  they  were  for  acting  so 
dishonestly.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  tbe  in- 
decent- baste  in  the  road  paving  Court  street;  but 
it  was  the  first  time  the  Committee  on  Paving  ever 
complained  tbat  thev  did  anything  tus  road  were 
told  to.  Tbey  are  told  the  committee  do  not  no- 
tice Adams  &  Co.  in  this  matter,  which  it  was  best 
they  should  not,  for  if  tney  did  that  com- 
pany would  be  out  of  the  street  in  a 
short  time.  Adams  &  Co.  sre  the  head 
and  ftont  of  all  this,  it  was  not  surprising  that 


Mr.  Donnelly  should  appear  here  to  argue  the 
case  for  them.  Mr.  Rcliarcs  wutdd  not  tire  the 
Board  with  rehearsing  the  evidence  in  the  case; 
but  if  the  Board  ordered  the  tracts  uo.  up  thsy 
woula  come,  and  neither  the  president  n<  r  any  di- 
rector ot  the  company,  or  stockholder  would  think 
for  a  mome.it  but  that  the  Alderman  were  acting 
upon  their  hocest  convictions,  or  had  suffered 
themselves  to  be  unfairly  influenced. 

Mr.  Donnelly  flung  back  tte  suggestion  that  he 
appefted  both  as  counsel  and  petitiorer:  the  sug- 
gestion tbat  Mr.  Adams  intended  to  spend  325,000 
means  that  he  intends  to  corrupt  some  member  or 
this  Boai  d.  He  had  never  heard  it  suggested  that 
Adams  &  Co.  ivould  corrupt  anybody;  but  it  is  a 
by-word  toat  tbe  Metropolitan  road  is  the  vehicle 
of  corruj.tion  and  rascality.  If  Adams  &•  Co.  are 
to  spend  §25,000,  ne  wa  tea  tokno>  what  the  Met- 
ropolitan did  last  yeai  Jrith  the  §116,000  sp-ot 
for  general  salaries.  He  left  it  to  the 
Board  and  citizens  ol  Bos  ou  to  determine. 
Hethougotthe  least  ihe  corporation  could  do 
woul  i  be  to  ;iass  a  vote  authorizing  the  president 
to  appear  lie  s.  Mr.  Donnelly  read  statistics 
showing  that  the  Metropolitan  roao  killed  last 
year  nineteen  passengers  and  twelve  others,  while 
the  P.  evidence  roao,  with  double  the  business, 
killed  onlv  r  vo  passengers  and  eight  others.  Tbe 
abutters  on  Coutt  street  nave  loos;  felt  aggrieved 
by  the  tracks  tbere.  The  petitioners  do  not  in- 
dorse the  remarks  made  at  the  meeting  tbe  other 
evening,  and  they  wholly  disavow  and  re 
pud  i  ate  them.  Mr.  Donnelly  then  spoke 
of  the  crowded  condition  or  Court  stieet,  ana  the 
alleged  nuisance  created  there,  saying  that  he 
would  consent  to  the  tracks  lemaining  if  it  were 
a  necessity.  Tne  plea  that  the  track  would  be 
useful  in  case  of  fire  was  like  the  old  woman  buy- 
ing furniture  at  an  auction  because  it  would  be 
handy  to  have  in  toe  hous^.  The  tenants  and  oc- 
cupant-' have  no  one  to  appeal  to  for  justice  but 
the  Board;  but  he  dio  jot  believe  any  member 
will  nave  acted  unfaiilv  in  his  office  if  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw. 

This  closed  the  heating. 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  it  is  entirely  un- 
necessary to  say  anvtbiug  upou  this  subject,  it 
having  been  before  the  board  so  otren.  Tbat  no 
further  time  oiav  be  taken  up,  I  move  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  and  that  the 
track  be  removed  from  Court  street.  On  tbat  1 
ask  tor  the  yeas  and  nays 

Aldermau  Prescott — I  <1o  not  desire  to  discuss 
this  matter.  It  is  well  known,  or  it  has  D-en  stat- 
ed, teat  the  principal  party  taking  an  interest  in 
this  matter  i-  Mr.  Waldo  Adams,  the  manager  of 
the  Adams  Express  Compiny.  I  was  disappointed 
tbat  he  was  not  called  as  a  witness  this  eveniug, 
and  I  should  like,  with  the  consent  of  the  board, 
to  have  the  prtvdege  of  asking  him  oue  or  two 
questions  upon  this  suoject.  I  believe  he  is  in  the 
ball. 

Oq  motion  of  Aldermau  Piescott  the  Board 
voted  to  request  Mr.  Adams  to  appear,  wuich  he 
did. 

A'cterman  Prescott— Tbe  question  I  desire  to 
ask  is  this,  Whetner  you  statec.  at  a  meeiingiu 
this  city  last  wtek,  the  following,  or  wo-ds  to  that 
effect:  "A large  uumbei  of  property  owner.;  aud 
business  men  were  ii  suited  and  ignores  by  six 
Aldermen  whom  you  believed  were  bought  up  in 
tbe  interest  of  the  horse  radroads?" 

Mr.  Adams — 1  oid  Dot,  sir. 

Aldei  man  Piescott — Did  you  not  know  that  such 
a  statement  had  been  made  mi  print? 

Mr.  Adams — I  knew  it  was  made  in  print. 

Alderman  Prescott— And  you  h  ve  not  contra- 
dicted it? 

Mr.  Adams — I  have  not,  sir.  I  didn't  suppose 
there  was  any  occasion  for  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — Have  vou  mile  the  state- 
ment that  you  woulr.'  spena  "$20,000  or  §25,000  if 
necessary  to  have  the  tracks  removed  from  Court 
stieet? 

Mr.  Adams— I  made  such  a  statement  confiden- 
tially to  Mr.  Richards,  wheu  he  was  first  elected 
president  of  the  railioad.  He  was  a  frie-d  of 
mine,  aud  I  told  him  t  was  glad  be  wis  elected 
president  of  the  road,  and  that  I  supposed  tbit  tbe 
track  woult  ce  abaudoued,  as  he  coil  t  see  tbe 
necessity  of  giving  up  the  stree'  to  public  travel. 
Tsupjjossd  I  was  talking  to  a  frieui  ana  a  g-utle- 
man.  My  remark  grew"  out  ot  the  fact  that  we 
were  iu  tbe  Supreme  Court.  aud  my  idea  was  to  go 
to  Washington  and  spend  the  moiiey  there  in  get- 
ting justice,  if  we  could  not  get  it  here  So  far  a* 
spending  it  in  Boston,  by  bribery,  I  never  iuteud- 
ed  anything  ot  the  kiud. 
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Aloeruian  Prescott — Wil  vou  tell  me  whether 
th?  put  lishe j  ieport  of  ihe  meeting  i  eld  \a  this 
citv  last  week  was  co.rect? 

Mi'.  Adms — I  don't  think  die  ieport  was  gener- 
ally correct;  it  was  misstate  I  and  misrepresented. 

4  iderrnan  Prescott— This  statement  is  male  by 
a  p  pe:  with  a  circulation  of  a  hundred  thousand, 
a  Mil  thtre  has  benu  no  contradiction. 

Mr.  Aaams — There  was  a  statement  ir  ad e  theie 
by  Mr.  Morse — I  never  saw  him  before— whion  I 
cou-ioered  a  pretty  bioad  statement.  I  told  him 
then  he  ought  not  to  have  s  tin  so,  and  I  think  ha 
is  soil y  tor  it.  But  toat  has  nothing  to  do  with 
me,  the  petitioners  or  the  expr  ss  company. 

The  question  was  upon  Afdermito  Pow.-r'»  mo- 
tion to  grant  the  petition. 

Alne'  man  Hans  — Having  acted  opon  this  mat- 
ter ouce  befor- ,  I  would  like  the  luliaii- of  the 
Chair,  whether  it  can  be  entei  tain  U  again. 

The  Cnanraan — In  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  it  is 
uerfectly  in  order.  If  any  exceptions  to  the  fur- 
ther consider.,  tion  of  this  saaject  wire  ti  je 
taken  it  should  have  been  done  a c  the  previous 
meeting. 

The  motioa  to  giant  the  petition  was  lo-t — yeas 
6,  navs  6. 

teas — Aldermen  Ligelow,  Burraee,  Clark, 
O'Brien,  Power,  Quincy— 6. 

N«,ys — Aldermen  Harris,  Pope,  I'l  escort,  Steb- 
bins, Vilea,  Worthinj>ton — 6. 

Late  •  in  the  session  Alderman  Steb'oins  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  JL'nat  notice  be  given  to  the  Metropoli- 
tan Company  to  discontinue  the  use  of  their 
tracks  iii  Court  street,  except  in  oases  of  emer- 
gency. 

Read  once. 

Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad.  The 
petitions  tor  ao  assessmeo-  of  damages  to  suudty 
parties  for  construction  of  the  Boston,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  over  their  premises  at 
East  B  .s;on  was  considered  on  an  order  of  notice. 

Messrs.  P.  a.  Collins,  J.  A.  Maxwell  ami  Junes 
L.  Walsh  appeared  for  ulli  dry  petitioners,  and 
Edward  L.  Pierce  for  the  railroad  company. 

Alderman  Stebbins  asked  if  it  was  mten  fed  to 
go  on  and  aspess  oamages  tonight,  or  "-bether 
nominal  damages  of  one  dollar  should  be  as- 
sessed, that  the  ense  might  be  taken  to  a  iigher 
court. 

Mr.  Collins  hoped  the  Board  would  do  as  ihey 
pleased  He  supposed  that  nominal  damages 
would  be  assessed  and  they  could  go  to  a  jury  if 
they  were  not  satisfied  with  a  dollar  apiece. 

Mr.  Maxwell  had  understood  that  the  eounsel 
tor  th-*  ooinpanv  denied  the  right  to  assess  dam- 
ages on  land  not  ,akeiri  for  the  road  and  affected 
only  by  g'-ade  damageo.  This  question  he  desired 
the  Boird  to  decide,  and  he  also  demanced  that 
the  road  giv  bond  and  security  t"  hi-  clients,  sat- 
isfactory to  the  Board,  for  the  payment  of  any 
damages  to  be  heieafter  awamed. 

Mr.  Pierce  had  no  objection  to  tne  assessment 
of  nominal  d :  mages  in  cases  where  land  was 
taken,  and  fcr  that  they  would  give  ample  securi- 
ty. But  some  of  thrse  parties  have  not  the  re- 
motest claim,  the  erade  not  having  beeD  raised  in 
trout  of  their  estates.  They  have  about  as  much 
claim  as  a  man  on  Bromfield  street  would  have  if 
the  city  should  iaif*  the  grade  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  at  Washington  street,  and  he  ob- 
'jected  to  the  prestige  of  even  a  nominal  assess- 
ment of  $1  damages. 

Mr.  Cdlins  said  if  Mi.  Piene  lived  od  Everett 
street,  and  had  his  property  injured  by  a  wildcat 
railroad,  he  would  think  differently.  Real  estate 
men  sain  'he  property  had  been  "epreoiated  one- 
balf  in  value.  ¥he  citizens  baa  been  outrage ii  bv 
the  illegal  acts  of  this  corporation,  and  it  would 
be  so  characterized  by  t«e  corpora tioa. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  surprised  that  counsel  should 
bring  in  these  remote  matters.  The  crpoiation 
had  fulfilled  everv  order  of  tbe  Boar  :;  the  gradp 
of  ihe  street  had  been  changed  according  to  a 
plan  referred  to  in  the  "ru-r  of  location.  They 
would  give  l»gal  pecurity  for  all  legal  claim-,  but 
would  nut  entertain  ar  y  sentimental  claims. 

Mr.  Maxwell  said  if  tbe  Board  decided  to  take 
jurisdicton  the  security  should  be  given.  The 
jurisdiction  <>f  the  Board  hao  been  definitely  de- 
cided by  the  Supreme  Court  in  a  case  almost  iden- 
tical with  this. 

Mr.  Pierce  said  the  board  had  jurisdiction  to 
assess  damages  for  legal  claimants;  but  here  are 
netitioners  who,  oave  claims  that  the  l*w  never 
recognized. 

ihe  legal  points  involved  vfere  argued  at  some 


length  by  tbe  couns-1,  and  Alderman  Wo  thingtoo 
suggested  a  posrp-memeot  of  one  week. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  that  t'ie  matter 
could  better  se  investigated  by  some  committee, 
in  which  Alderman  Stebbins  concurr  d,  and  it 
was  tacitlv  agreed  that  nominal  damages  should 
be  assessed  in  those  case*  where  land  was  taken. 

Alderman  Worthingion  offered  the  toll  > wing: 

Upon  the  oetitions  of  Denni  Nolan,  Dennis 
Nolen  and  Jeremiah  Crowley,  Francis  M'Gratti 
ana  John  C.  Crowley,  praying  this  Board  to  esti- 
mate the  damages  occasioned  to  tbem  respective- 
ly bv  the  Bostjn,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad, 
by  the  taking  of  theit  land  as  ii  said  petitions 
particularly  set  fonh,  it  now  appears  that  the 
said  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lvnn  Railroad  have 
been  riulv  notified  of  the  pende>  cy  of  said  peti- 
tions, it  is 

Ordered,  Thar  the  damaees  totlie  said  petition- 
ers respectively  by  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroac  be  estimated  at  the  --urn  of  one 
dollar. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  io  purchase  of  the  heirs  of  J. 
H.  Billing3  and  others  1600  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less,  situated  oo  Mt  Vernon  stieet,  West  Rox- 
burv,  adjoining  ihe  Mt.  Vernon  Grammar  School- 
house,  at  a  cost  i  ot  -jxcetding  the  sum  of  nine 
a>  d  one  quarter  cmts  pei  squaie  foot,  and  erect 
thereon  an  engine  bouse  fro  n  pla:  s  approved  by 
the  Board  of  fne  Commi'sioners,  at  an  estimated 
cost  tor  land  and  builcing  of  §5000,  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  already  provided 
for  tha'  purpose. 

Read  t"ice  and  passed. 

I'he  ocher  claims  were  then  ,  eferredto  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  BEFEKBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Otis  D^ury.  t/  us- 
tee.  that  street  lamps  be  placed  in  Alger  street 
(so  called),  io  South  Boston. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims— James  A. 
Kemp  for  compensation  for  defective  sewerage  in 
Kemp  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings—  Edward  F.  Meany  for  leave  to 
fcri-ct'a  wooden  builamg  on  Wareham  street.Ward 
10. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  P^iitio^s  for  leave  to  occupy  stabHs  as 
follows:  Marks  &  Payne,  new  wooden  stable, 
eitrht  horses,  Frsderica  street,  Ward  16;  Barnes, 
Gill  &  Co.,  brick  stable,  five  additional  horse",  in 
vard  of  LTm ted  States  Hotel;  Levi  W.  Shaw,  old 
wooden  stable,  one  horse,  East  Dover  street ;  E. 
M.  Loveland,  new  wooden  stable,  one  horse,  Allen 
stre-t,  Ward  17;  John  D.  Dodge,  new  wooden 
stable,  tpree  horses,  615  Sixth  street;  D.  F.Comee, 
old  vvooden  stable,  oue  horse,  352  Chanes  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Owen  McEnery, 
for  award  of  damages  by  Boston,  Revere  Beexh  & 
Lvnn  Railroad  Company. 

William  Linehan,  et  at.,  complaining  of  illegal 
acts  by  the  Boston,  Reveie  Beach  &  Lynn  Rail- 
road Co  upany,  by  unr.ecessanly  obstructing  Ev- 
erett street.  East  Boston. 

Unity  McLaugbli  ,  Patrick  McFreely,  William 
and  Mary  Linehan,  Cornelius  Cronirj,  John  ooher- 
ty,  Jr.,  Isabella  Nolan  and  Dennis  Nolan,  for  as- 
ses-ment  of  damages  and  security  from  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company. 

William  D.  Rockwood,  et  ah,  for  crosswalks  it 
junction  of  Old  Harbor,  Telegraph  ai-d  Thomas 

Elizabeth  G.  Smith,  to  be  paidjtor  grade  dam- 
ages on  Eliot  street.  Ward  17. 

Daoi'-l  Osborn,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Foster  street,  Ward  19. 

R.  H. Waters  &  Co.,  that  Central  street,  between 
Broad  and  India  streets,  he  paved  with  wood. 

Petitions  tot  brie*  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  George  H.  J.  Bickmann.  36  New  Heaih  street; 
William  C.  Cary,  9  Decatur  street,  Cbariestown; 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  Warrec,  corner 
Edgewonh  street;  Eliza  Dunning,  60  Baxter 
street;  Jarret  Duncan.  84  Seventh  street;  Josiah. 
S.Potter,  661  Beim.rgtoa  street;  Moody  Merrill, 
15  Dale  street;  James  Carey,  19  Palmer  street ; 
Caroline  Simmons,  82  Seventh  street. 

Petitions  for  edge-tones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  Sarah  J.  Duard,  191  Centre 
street;  Asa  H.  Caton,  West  Chester  park  w<-st  or 
Columbus  avenue ;  Ira  Bradley,  on  corner  of  War- 
wick and  Sterling  streets;  Joseph  Swallow,  West 
Chester  park  we  t  of  Columbus  avenue;  City  of 
BostoD,  Hudson  and  Harvard  streets. 
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Petitions  for  edges '■ones  in  front  ot  ecfates  of 
Annie  M.  Harris  Tow nsend  street;  John  M.  Call, 
Starr  stieet;  William  A.  Connelly,  foj  leave  to 
place  a  post  in  si  ae  walk  of  1892  Washington  st.eet. 

Charles  J.  Page,  et  al.,  that  the  curve  ts  under 
Beech  street  and  Poplar  street,  Ward  19,  may  be 
lowered. 

Neheajiab  Gibson  et  al.,  that  Wenster  stieet  be 
macadamized  from  Orleans  street  to  Jeffries 
Point. 

Patrick  H .  Barry  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Chelsea 
street  between  Prescoitand  Bennington  strtets. 

Augustus  Lowell  et  al.,  that  Bath  stieet  be 
graded,  and  teat  a  sewer  oe  laid  ia  said  street  to 
cany  off  surface  water. 

Jabrz  H.  Sears,  for  leave  to  insert  an  in.n  ice- 
slide  it  to  side  -alk  ot  19  TremoTJt  street. 

Murson  &  Peterson  et  al.,  that  Border  street  be 
paved  with  gianne  blocks 

William  E.  James  et  al.,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  on  Eliot  street,  Ward  17. 

Jamss  Mellon,  to  move  a  wooien  building  from 
Washington  street,  Waid  19,  to  Brighio  <  street, 
Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  Captain 
Beck tiith  of  Police  Station  14,  for  an  ordinance 
relating  to  driving  cattle  through  the  streeis. 

ONFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  ordei  to  appropriate  $1000,  for  ob- 
taining and  publishing  statistics  of  the  decennial 
can  us  of  this  city. 

Alderman  Stehbins  desired  information  as  to 
the  necessity  of  this  publieaiion  in  advance  of  the 
Stats. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  matter  was  refened  to 
the  committee,  wuo  found  that  it  imd  geneLally 
been  done.  The  statistics  are  very  full  and  can 
be  published  much  in  advance  of  th»  State  publi- 
cation. 

The  order  was  rejected. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred. 

Report  of  Commissioners  on  Sinking  Funds. 
(City  Doc.  No.  99.) 

Beports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  pf  titions  for 
leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings;  of  T.  H,  Caibrey 
on  West  Silver  street;  Cummings  &  Scats  on  Cur- 
tis street;  and  Morris  &  Ireland  in  rear  of  41  Bris- 
tol street.    Severally  accepted. 

Repotts  and  orders  for  permits  for  the  erection 
of  wooden  buildings,  to  be  issued,  viz. :  1.  To  the 
Pit'.hbu  g  Railroad  Compauy,  on  Front  street, 
Wai  d  2.  20.  To  tbe  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railroad  Company,  on  their  wLarf,  East  Boston. 
3.  To  W.  H.  Wbitmore,  near  foot  of  K.  street.  Or- 
ders severally  passed. 

Report  and  orders  to  refund  to  the  Trinity 
Church  the  taxes,  with  Interest  to  Sept.  22,  inst. , 
assessed  upon  its  lot  on  St.  James  avenue,  for 
1873  and  1874,  amounting  to  $2599  and  $3307.90,  re- 
spectively.   Orders  passed. 

The  order  for  the  hiiing  of  a  room  for  an  armory 
on  Harvard  and  Washington  streets  was  received 
in  response  to  the  request  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthingtou  explained  that  the  room 
would  not  be  needed. 

After  some  informal  discussiou  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  paper,  on  motion  of  Aide*  man  Power, 
the  vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed  was  re- 
scinded. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Request  for  a  convention 
on  Tuesday,  Oct.  12,  at  71/;  P.  M.,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cy caused  by  the  resignation  of  Michael  J.  Green 
or  Ward  7,  and  the  death  of  Ira  Allen  of  Ward  14. 
Concurred. 

Registrars  of  Voters.  Communication  request- 
ing the  transfer  of  $65.69  from  the  amount  ror 
contingent  expenses  to  that  for  assessors'  sneets. 
Referred  to  Committee  oa  Finance.    Sent  down. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

The  special  assignment  for  five  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.,  Report  inexpedient  to  furnish  accommoda- 
tions for  a  high  school  in  East  Boston,  aud  substi- 
tute ordei  to  furnish  such  accommodations  (Oity 
Doc.  No.  93)  was  taken  up,  and  ou  motion  of  Al- 
derman Piescott,  postponed  till  the  same  hour 
next  Mo'.day. 

CAMBRIDGE  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following— (City 
Doc.  Mo.  101,7): 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  peti  ton  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  dowu  an  additional  track 


on  Leverett  street,  from  Cra.gie's  Bridge  to  Brigh- 
ton street,  respectful'y  report  the  accompanying 
order  of  location: 

Ordered,  I  ha;  in  addition  to  the  lights  hereto- 
fore gran.ed  tc  tne  Cambridge  Railroaa  C.m- 
paoy  to  lay  down  tracks  io  Several  ot  the  streets 
oi  thi  city  of  Boston,  $aidco-i>pai>y  shall  have  the 
right  tc  lay  do«n  an  ariditiOLal  track  on  Lwerett 
stieet,  from  Cragie's  Bridge  to  Brighton  street, 
aud  to  connect  said  track  with  tne  track  now 
laid  down  in  said  Brighton  street;  sai  ad- 
di.ional  tiack  b=mg  showa  on  a  plao  diawu 
.by  Barbour  &  Hodges,  civil  engineers,  dated  July 
29, 1875,  anu  deposited  in  the  office  of  tire  Super- 
intendent of  Streets.  The  riglit  to  lay  dowt.  the 
track  located  by  this  order  is  upon  the  condition 
that  the  whole  worR  o°  laying  down  said  track, 
and  the  form  of  rail  to  Le  uoeo,  sbal  be  under  the 
direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  aud  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
f  hall  be  apptoveu  by  them.  A'so  upon  tne  condi- 
tion that  the  space  occupied  by  said  track  shall  be 
paved  with  smail  gisnite  block?,  to  ihe  satisfac- 
tion of  said  superintendent  of  streets.  Also  upon 
the  condition  that  the  said  Cambrir.ge  Railroad 
Company  shall  accept  this  ordei  of  location,  and 
saall  agiee  iu  writing  to  comply  wit  i  tha  conci- 
tio..s  therein  conravued,  and  sLall  file  sai~  accept- 
ance and  agreement  ^ith  the  City  Clerk  within 
thirty  days  ot  the  d:;te  of  it:  passage;  otheiwise  it 
shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND    ORDERS. 

AldTBiat)  Po  »er  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  fir  pei  mission  to  E.  S.  Win- 
chester &  Co.  to  lay  a  track  across  Foundry 
street,  i.«ar  Dorchester  street,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions.   Order  read  twice  andpassed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
direct-dto  lepave  West  street  between  Washing- 
ton andTr-mont  streets.    Estimated  ccst,  $1000. 

Read  tvice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streecs  be 
directed  to  pave  Washington  st-eet  between  West 
street  and  Norfolk  place  with  small  granite 
blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $4000. 

Read  i  «ice  and  passed. 

Orderet.That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  b° 
directed  to  pave  Court  stre  t  between  the  north- 
erly line  of  Court  .-quire  and  Tremont  street  with 
small  granite  blocks.    E-timatcd  cost,  $2000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
direct-d  to  grade  Blanchard  street,  as  iece'  tly 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Stieet  Commissioners, 
fiom  Bartlett  street  to  Norfolk  street;  also,  to  set 
the  edgestoues  and  pave  the  gutter*  and  sidewalks 
on  said  street,  and  to  report  to  this  Boaid  a  sched- 
ule of  the  cost  of  said  edgestones  and  sidewalks. 

Read  twice  a-  d  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  fo>  brick  side  »alks  in  front 
of  estate*  of  B.Easius  Pfau,  136  Sixth  street;  Wil- 
liam J.  Burke,  78  Everett  street,  Eat  Bostor ; 
tiustees  of  Ebenezer  Francis,  rortherly  side  of 
Lougwood  avenue:  Chares  J.  Hayde  i,  13  Dale 
street;  George  P.  Reed,  43  Mt.  Pleasac  avenue; 
Clement  Hutrbins,  46  Thomas  stieet;  aud  the  un- 
paved  sioewalks  on  Baldwin  street,  near  II  .m 
str°et.    Oraers  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  oioers  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  Charles  S.  Haley,  on  Towr.send  street, 
and  Albert  Nichols  on  Nepocset  aveuue,  near  Mill 
street.     Orders  read  t«ice  at  d  passed. 

POLICE    APPOINTMENTS    CONFIRMED. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Polict  recomme.  ding  the  continua- 
tion of  the  folio- ing  executive  nominations  i or 
police  officers:  Bartholomew  C.  Marks.  John  G. 
Meisoer,  Edward  C.  Ireland,  Thomas  W.  K-nny, 
William  C.  Waltei.  Benjamin  P.  Elo ridge,  Wilcur 
P.  Brow". 

Report  accepted  and  said  nominatioas  con- 
firmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Liceuses,  as  follows: 

Billiard  Licenses  Granten — Owen  Coujhlau.  5 
Way  street ;  Georce  H.  Walcott,  947  Fourth  street. 

Liceuse  to  Dealers  iu  Second-hand  Articles  Ke- 
fuseil  -Henry  De  Young,  35  Kteeland  streei. 

Amu-eoient  T.iceuse  Granttd-E.  H.  Geer.  to 
exi liDit  scientific  phenomena. 

Intelligence  Officers  Licei  sec — Timothy  Kelly. 
29  Bovlstoo  street:  William  E.  Emery,  751  Wash- 
ington stieet,  transferred  from  Moses  H.  Pratt; 
Elizabeth  Galloupe.  28  Waireu  street. 
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Pawnbrokers  Lien. sec'  —Joseph  C.  Davis,  12 
School  street;  Abner  B.  Magoun,  4  Brattle  square, 
transfer  from  Andrew  E.  Pond. 

Pawnbrotser's  License  Refuse  1—  An'oloh  F  iec- 
lander,  150  Broad -av. 

Report  recoaiiueiHling  leave  to  witbnraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Siguoi  Blitz  to  nive  entertainments,  as 
said  exhibition  is  ia  tne  nature  of  a  "gift  t-nter- 
tainra-nt." 

Severally  acceiited. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following,  fioni 
dUv  Co.:iniiitee  on  Seweis: 

Reports  ami  riders  for  tbe  construction  of 
sewtrs  in  Alavt-iiek  street,  between  J  ffrit-8  ai.d 
Lamson  streets;  in  Wabon  street;  in  R  >slw 
street.    Unlets  severally  read  twice  ai>  passed. 

Recnrt  ;iu  '  older  of  notice  of  heaiine  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  expe'  iencv  ot 
constructing  a  sewer  in  Boylston  street,  West 
Roxbury,  between  Washington  stre>  t  and  Boyl- 
ston avenue.    Order  passto . 

Or'ered,  That  th^re  be  abated  the  sum  ft 
$481.74 from  fee  Dorch  ster  Gas  Light  Company 
f  >r  a  sewer  in  reai  of  Commeicial  street,  Ward  16, 
in  consideration  of  right  of  way  being  given;  al- 
so, i bat  there  be  abated  $41.79  from  Margaret  A. 
Pierce,  and  $41.79  fiom  Elizabeth  Davis,  for  a 
sewer  iu  Condoi  street. 

Read  twne  and  passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Haa-is  submitted  orders  to  pay  for 
land  damages  from  tne  Coccuiit'ee  on  Streets,  on 
the  part  of  die  Board,  as  follows:  Nathaniel  C. 
Decker,  $2071,  laying  out  Suett  street:  Alpheus 
M.  Stetson,  $8884,  la.vi.ig  out  Sweet  street;  Mai- 
geny  Boyl->,  $1400,  tor  land  taken  in  name  of 
Da  iiel  Boy  I-  and  wife,  by  the  widening  of  Lever- 
ett  street. 

S  verally  read  once. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  repoits  Iron 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  i  eranits  co  occupy  stables  as 
follows;  John  F.  Wood.  Paris  street;  Tmio 
O'D  movao,  Pans  street;  Otto  Guather,  Beech 
street  anil  Roslin  avenue;  Reed  Brothers  & 
Sawin,  Winchester  streer,  Ward  22;  Jame.  F. 
Cook,  Milton  avenue.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  lecommenaing  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Yearon  Jenness  foi  leave  to  occupy 
sta'ile  at  23  Marcella  street,  nd  Wiliitm  Gaul  at 
344  Rugglrs  stieet.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  i?  required  on  petition  of 
Robeit  Stevens  tor  leave  to  oceupy  stable  at  14 
Blossom  street.    Ac  :epted. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  au  titor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  heieby  is  authorized  to  transfer  troai  the  item 
for  fuel  ia  the  apoi  opriation  for  East  Bost  >d  Fer- 
ri  s  to  the  item  for  repairs  of  piers,  North  Ferry, 
Boston  side,  $258.20;  alt- ration  and  lepairs  ot 
water  closets  and  urinals,  $67.93;  repairs  of  piers, 
South  Ferry,  East  Boston  side,  $711.37. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  10,  nays  0.  Sent 
down, 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committeeou  Markets,  itcommendtugthe  approT- 
al  of  transfers  of  lease  of  stalls  107-109  Fa  wend  Hall 
Market,  fioni  James  F.  Hill  to  F.  W.  Mot i ill;  and 
ot  stall  27,  same  marker,  from  William  H.  Caxle- 
ton  to  Robinsoa  &  Viles.    Severally  .accepted. 

STEAMER   FOR  PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  lepnrts  as 
follows  from  tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions: 

Report  on  request  of  Directors  foi  certain  alter- 
ation in  wharf  at  Deer  Island,  lecoinmeodi' g 
the  passage  of  the  folio  tving: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  be  authorized  to  alter  and  repair  the 
wbart  at  Deer  Island,  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  specifications  prepared  by  th°  Citv  Engineer, 
at  an  exoense  not  exceeding  $3000,  said  sum  to  be 
transferred  for  that  purpose  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  alterations  ano  repairs  in  the  House  of 
Industry. 

Read  t» ice  and  i  assed— yeas  10,  i  ays  0.  Sent 
dowa. 

Report  on  request  ot  Diiectors  foi  cenain  alter- 
ations in  Eastern-avenue  vharl  to  accommodate 
the  new  steamboat,  recommending  that  tbe  re- 
quest oe  granted,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Fi- 


nabce  report  an  order  providing  the  means  to  en- 
able the  Co  umittee  on  Public  Buddings  to  per- 
form the  work.    Aec-pted,  a  id  i efecenee ordered. 

Report  on  reqieat  ot  d'rectoia  for  $5000  to  mo- 
cure  n^ce^'sarv  outfit  aud  d  fray  expense  of  fitting 
up  the  new  steamboat  now  being  built  to  ta«e  the 
place  of  die  Henry  Mo  rison,  recommending  tne 
passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  th s  unexpended  balance  of  the 
ap  prop  nation  for  building  a  cew  wharf  at  Rains- 
ford  Island  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation 
for  a  new  sieamboal  for  the  D  paitraent  of  Public 
Institutions,  ihe  sum  so  transferred  to  ce  expend- 
ed by  the  Bona  ot  Direcors  on  said  institutions 
in  fitting  out  and  furnishing  tbe  steamboat. 

Aldermau  Stebbins  thought  the  amount  snould 
b-  l.aiuod. 

Alderruaii  Woithiugton  said  they  could  not  tell, 
but  thought  it  was  about  $4600.  The  aiectO'Shid 
asked  for  $5000. 

Alderman  Power  said  rhe  ;:pp.  opriatioo  for  the 
■wharf  was  $16,500,  but  th*  ptoposals  w«re  about 
$11,400.  besides  which  was  the  engineer's  expense. 

Alderman  Stebbins  sait  tae  oidcr  woula  allow 
them  to  expend  all  that  was  left. 

Aliieiman  Prescott  thought  th->  order  different 
from  the  vote  of  the  committ-e. 

Alderman  Worthingtu  >'s  recollection  of  the 
vote  conespondeo  witn  the.  order,  ana  the  Clerk 
wrote  the  order  from  the  record. 

Oa  motion  ot  Aloerm^n  Worthington,  the  order 
was  am-nded  bv  inserting  'fiom''  between  the 
woios  "that"  and  "the  '  in  the  first  hn -,  "a  suni 
not  exceeding  IHSOO"  between  the  words  "trans- 
terreo"  and  "to." 

A*  ameuued,  the  order  was  read  a  second  time 
aud  passed— yeas  10,  Days  0.    Sent  down. 

ABMORIES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  t  p  following 
fiom  the  Committee  on  Armorie  : 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  on  ac- 
count if  rent  for  the  armory  occupied  by  Compa- 
ny J,  Niotb  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No.  544  Wash- 
ington street,  the  sum  ot  $300,  being  the  amount 
due  for  the  three  months  enoing  S-pt.  30, 1875; 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation  for 
Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  on 
account  of  lent  for  the  armory  occupied  by  Com- 
pany E,  Niutu  Regiment  ot  Ijfant  y.  M.  V.  M.,  al 
N.  122  Eliot  street,  the  suco  of  $137.50,  being  the 
amount  due  for  tbe  three  moutho  eooing  Sept. '30, 
1875;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Armorie-. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committe<;  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  t  j  hire,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $1000  per  annum,  and  for  a  term  of  fiva 
years,  with  the  privilege  <  f  renewing  the  lease 
for  an  additional  ttim  ol  five  years,  the  seoond 
ana  thiro  floors  of  the  building  oumhered  339 
Broadway,  South  Boston,  ths  same  to  be  uaed  for 
the  purpose  of  a  wardroom  and  for  an  armory  for 
Company  I,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  half  tae 
expense  for  rent  to  be  charged  to  the  applana- 
tion for  Public  Buildings  and  half  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  A'derman  Wortlii.gton, 
to  the  Joirt  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Sent 
down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armorie*  be 
autuonzed  to  biro,  for  the  accommodation  ot  the 
militia  organizations  in  this  ciiy,the  drill  shed 
belonging  f  >  the  Institute  ot  Technology,  the 
lease  to  run  for  a  period  of  six  months,  aud  the 
expense,  not  exceeding  $500,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armorie-. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  after  an  explanation  by 
Ald-rman  Woithiugton  that  several  companies 
and  regiments  had  not  sufficient  drill  room,  and 
that  by  having  this  p^d  tbe  companies  would  get 
along  with  less  expensive  accommodations. 

HACK   REGULATIONS. 

On  tnotio"  oT  Aide i  man  Harris  the  mles  and  or- 
ders for  regulation  of  hacks  and  wagons  (City 
Document  No.  97,  amended)  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  passed. 

DRILLROOM  FOR    CHARLESTOWN  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Al  erman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Oide  ed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
furnishing  accommo  ations  for  mihtaiy  drill  to 
pupils  of  toe  High  School  in  the  Charlestown 
District. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 
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BOSTON   WATER    POWER  COMPANY. 

The  Boaid  to  'k  up  the  special  assignment  lor 
5%  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.— Report  and  oiderto  pay 
Norman  C.  Miuson,  or  bis  asjigas,  $226,118.90,  Jor 
conveyance  to  toe  citv  of  ceitain  streets  and  av- 
enues on  th  Boston  Watec  Power  te.ritory,  upon 
certain  conditions,  wi  h  a  fur.  her  amendment 
proposing  a  deduction  from  raid  sum  of  all  taxes 
upon  said  territory  due  to  the  civ.  (fity  Docu- 
ment Mo.  100.) 

Alderman  Power— I  mxtve  that  it  be  reassigned 
to  the  same  aour  ^ext  Monaay.  The  principal 
reason  is,  I  have  been  vo  see  che  City  Solicitor,  and 
he  -.as  not  prepaiftd  today  to  give  it  his  personal 
indorsement,  but  I  am  in  hopes  that  he  will  be 
satisfied  with  it  by  a  veek  from  today.  But  today 
he  is  not  satisfied  with  it  a  d  would  not  say  10 
me  teat  he  is  prepared  to  give  it  his  indorsement. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  CI  axis — I  trust  ibis  subject  will  not  be 
postponed  another  week,  for  che  rea°  nthat  it  is 
very  important  both  to  tbe  parties  who  are  to  re- 
ceive the  money  and  to  citizens  of  one  section  of 
the  city,  who  cesire  those  streets  built  a?  soon  as 
pos-ibie.  People  at  the  South  End  are  deeply  in- 
ceiested,  and  are  coming  uo  in  large  number?  in 
quiring  tie  cause  of  the  delay.  It  is  due  to  them 
and  to  the  Water  Powei  Company  that  ao  unnec- 
essary delay  be  made  in  this  matter.  Allte  re- 
leases from  i  he  abutters  have  been  received  for 
the  tee  in  the  streets,  and  for  qrace  damages, 
and  they  a  e  satisfactory  to  tne  City  Solicitor.  A 
ciaim  has  b°eu  ma-Ie  oy  Mr.  Snelliog  foi  tha 
displacing  of  water  on  lan_t  on  -Pa  ker  street. 
That  subject  has  oeen  thoroughly  investigated 
tln>  afternooi  bv  as  able  a j  a  toruey  as  there  is 
in  B  ston.  He  came  in  here  with  the  Assistot 
Citv  Solicitor,  wlio  wa-  formerly  his  counsel  but, 
of  jourse,  beii.g  attorney  for  the  city,  at  present 
he  could  ntit  aot  for  him  in  this  case.  I  think  the 
City  Solicitor  and  bis  assistant  are  perfectly  sat- 
isfied tbat  Mr.  S-ellmg  has  ;  o  claim.  If  ot  ha  I 
a.  ,\  claim  for  grade  damages,  thatis  bairerl,  for  it 
must  be  orougat  within  twelve  months  alter  the 
building  of  the  street,  ana  tbat  time  expired 
last  November.  But  upon  looking  at  the 
documents  we  find  tbat  Mr.  Snel  ing  is 
not  an  abutter  ato  bad  no  claim  foi  grade  dam- 
ages. Thj  claim,  if  he  had  aoy,  wes  the  right  t) 
have  watbi  flow  urder  his  mill  down  into  the 
Back  Bav,  which  is  now  covered  by  C  .minon- 
wealt.h  aveoue.  It  «  a- upon  tbat  tbat  Mi .  Shat- 
tuck baseu  Mr.  Soeiling's  claim  foe  damages.  Mr. 
Philip  Sear=  happened  to  be  in  the  hall,  and  b  is 
familial  with  everv  tiaosfer  upon  that  property 
tor  twenty-seven  years.  He  at  once  said  to  Mr. 
Shattuck 'that  Mi.  Snelling  had  no  claim  for  dam- 
ages on  account  of  being  overflowed,  because  those 
rights  were  all  extinguished  in  1848.  Upo  i  going 
to  ths  record"  you  will  find  chat  in  1849  the  Boston 
Wat'T Power  Company  obtaiued  toe  rigut  to  no* 
every  toot  of  laud  this  side  of  Parker  street.  We 
went  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Wadswortn,  the  convey- 
ancer-Mr. t'bilip  Sears,  Mi.  George  0.  Shat- 
tuck and  myself— and  there  we  found  the  evi- 
dence of  what  Mi.  Sears  had  stated  to  us.  Mr. 
Shattuck  was  surprised  ot  course,  "but  he  saw  at 
once  that  if  such  was  the  face,  Mr.  Snelling  bad 
no  claim  whatevai.  They  at  once  weut  to  .lie 
Registry  of  Deeds  and  foucn  this  record  of 
1848,  by  wbich  the  Water  Power  Company 
obtained  the  right  to  flow  solid  all  this 
territory  whene»er  they  saw  tit  to  do  so; 
and  it  is  well  know.i  that  th-y  have  been 
flowing  this  territory  until  they  have  got  it  pretty 
much  all  filled.  The  parries  leasing  from  the 
Water  Power  Company-have  tbe  right,  whenever 
they  show  the  flowing  is  a  damage  to  them,  to 
surrender  their  leases,  and  for  the  information  of 
tbe  biard  I  will  read  the  indenture. 

Tne  Alderman  read  an  indenture  between  th3 
Boston  Water  Power  Company,  Boston  Hemp 
Ma  ufacturing  Company  (from  which  Mr.  Snell- 
ing gets  his  claim),  and  the  Roxbu'y  Mill  Corpo- 
racion,  dated  Nov.  20, 1848,  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds  (Host  595,  folio  282),  bv  which  the  Hemp 
Company  releases  to  the  Water  Power  Company 
all  its  flats  in  the  empty  basin,  and  all  flats  there- 
in in  which  it  basany  right,and  all  rigbtof  flowage 
or  otber  easement;  sells  to  tbem  its  lease  of  watt r 
ano  mill  powers  and  all  privileges  ana  easements; 
and  said  Hemp  Company  shall  have  uo  rem- 
edy for  diminution  or  total  failure  or  stop  iage  of 
water,  except  surrender  of  lease,  and  a  release 
from  paying  rent:  that  the  Water  Power  Company 
may  close  trie  gatej  and  keep  them  cloe.i,  and 
the  Hemp  Company  have  no  lemedy  except  sur- 
render ot  lease;  and  that  the  Water  Power  Com- 


pany shall  lnve  liberty  to  fill  up  with  solio  mate- 
rial any  part  ot  either  or  cotb  the  banns  and  flow 
tbe  receiving  basin  at  such  height  as  they  please. 
The  lease  mentioned  was  afterwards  surrendered, 
ard  all  rights  of  the  sain  Hemp  Company  or  of  any 
one  claiming  under  it  [Snslbug]  totallv  closed. 

Alderman  Clark  co..rioued — Mr.  Soeiling's  coun- 
sel, Mr.  Saattuck.  at  once  admitted  that  be  had  no 
claim  lor  grade  damages,  and  no  claim  of  any 
name  or  nature.  The  Cuy  S  dicitor  tola  me  this 
afternoon  that  hs  ha.  perfect  confidence  in  Mr. 
Wadswort  vs  examioanon  of  these  titles, 
and  has  no  -eeson  t'>  doubt  but  that  they  are 
cofreci  m  every  oarticclar.  I  heard  ii  inti- 
mated that  Mr.  William  Gray  had  not  been 
settled  with  for  his  grade  ..aoiages.  Teat  is  a 
mistake.  Mr.  Gray  was  settled  with  for  his  grace 
damages  ac  the  time  he  received  his  money  for 
tbe  laod  taken.  It  was  m  the  order  to  ay  "for 
land  tiken  and  all  damages  occ?sioned  by  the 
laying  out  of  West  Chester  park."  Mr.  Gray 
makes  do  claim,  and  never  his  made  acy,  for  the 
sloping  upon  his  temtory.  If  he  had  any  claim 
to  make  tbat  is  also  barrsd.  But  he  surren- 
dered every  claim  of  every  name  and  nature 
wben  he  "  accrpteo  the  money  from  the 
city.  Then.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  two 
bonus  given  to  hold  the  ci:y  harmless 
against  tbe  slight  possibility  r>f  a  claim  being 
made  for  a  piece  of  land  through  which  Hunting- 
ton iveouecrosses.  The  only  thing  tbat  oond  could 
>'e  called  on  for  is  to  hoiu  the  city  baimless  from 
cos.te.  Any  one  is  liabl-  to  bring  a  suit,  and  a  de- 
fence niust  ce  made.  This  la'  d  was  purchased 
oy  Peleg  W.  Chandler,  E.  F.  Thavei  and  George 
O*.  Sbartuck  and  a  dozen  or  fifteen  others,  some 
three  oi  four  years  ago,  and  this  same  defect  was 
bro-.ght  forward.  It  was  examine. I  by  Messrs. 
Sears  and  Bo .» ditch,  and  pionounced  by  them 
of  no  account,  and  Mr.  Ccandle.-  and  his  asso- 
ciates accepted  the  need  froai  the  same  parties 
who  make  a  coaveyance  of  this  ;.iece  of  Huntiog- 
tor  avenue  to  the  city.  Io  oraer  to  show  that 
there  need  be  no  delay  oa  account  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  tne  bond  of  810.000  whicn  the  Boston 
Water  Power  drnpauy  propose  to  give,  they  bava 
5Btt  a  communication  to  this  Boa>d: 

"If  the  bono  of  incemnity  given  by  tuis  com- 
pany to  the  city  of  Boston,  in  the  matter  of  the 
Mark  Smith  heirs,  on  Huntington  avenue,  is  not 
satisfactory  to  tbe  Board  of  Aid- rmen,  will  you 
nlease  stare  to  the  Board  tnat  this  company  will 
furnish  such  a  bond  as  will  be  satisfactory,  as  a 
condition  preceoent  to  tbe  payment  of  tbe  money 
due  tue  Boston  Water  Power  Comp-o..  from  tb'e 
city  of  Boston.  The  absence  of  tbe  president  of 
the  company  alone  pie^euts  such  a  boud  from  be- 
ing prepareii  aod  executed  today. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  Brown, 

Treasur-r  B.  W.  P.  Co." 
Approved  by 

John  Brown,  ,  twp,,,™., 

CHARLES  K.  KlRBY,  ]   UlreCtOrS. 

I  also  have  a  ietter  from  Mr.  Hyde,  the  com- 
pany's attorney,  saying  that  any  security  shall  be 
..riven  upon  their  bold  tha1  the  committee  or  the 
Board  of  Al  lermen  a*k  for — so  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  t'lore  two  bonds  cannot  bs  i  oubted.  Mr. 
Hyde  says  iu  bis  letter  t'rat  "it  is  intended  to 
make  the  city  entirely  secure." 

No- .  these  releases  bav-  beef  obtained  at  vety 
jfivat  expense  to  the  company,  who  nave  been 
much  longer  delayed  in  comoieting  tbe  work  tban 
w»s  ever 'expected.  Unless  some  good  r  asou  can 
be  urged.  1  think  it  is  oor  cuty  to  art  upon  this 
natter  and  ler  it  g«  to  the  other  branch.  It  w*M 
take  several  days,  perhaps  we- «s,  before  n  ca" 
get  through  there,  it  we  pass  it  tonight;  and 
a  larg"  amount  of  extra  interest  and  costs 
are  chargeable  to  the  eonmaiiy  on  account 
ol  the  delay  in  obtai  rmg  this  money  from  the  or  v 
to  pay  the  taxes.  Hart  we  uia  >e  them  a  payment 
on  account  last  year,  a  part  of  that  extra  interest 
could  have  been  sav;  o  to  th-iu.  After  having  ob- 
taiued all  the  releases  for  grade  damages,  for  the 
fee  m  the  streets,  and  made  a  deduction  of  $16,000 
or  $18,000  ou  account  of  the  lands  not 
being  up  to  grade,  aod  havii  g  S"ttled 
this  claim  which  Mr.  Snelling  thought  he 
ha-  —and  justly  thought.  I  have  mi  doubt— it  does 
seem  to  tne  we  ought  to  pay  tor  those  streets,  and 
proceed  f  rthwitliio  put  tlieui  in  order.  I  would 
state,  fuitbernjore,  for  the  infoimation  of  tbe 
Board,  that  today  I  accidentally  met  two  con- 
tt  actors,  who  told  me  they  would  be  gla  i  to  take 
the  job  of  filling  tbe  streets  to  grade  18 
at    a'    price     less     than     $6    per   square.    The 
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amendment  proposed  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8  makes  che  city  suie  of  getting  the  taxes; 
but  an  assignment  has  beeo  made  ot  cr.is  amount 
foi  certain  purposes,  and  the  first  payment  pi o- 
videu  for  is  the  1  axes  and  costs  to  the  citv.  The 
amendment  fixes  it  so  that  the  city  canrjot  possi- 
bly lose  anything.  For  the  reasons  I  have  given  I 
hope  the  further  consideratio  .  will  not  be  post- 
poned, buc  that  we  sh  11  pay  the  money  and  ac- 
cept ths  streets. 

Ah  »rniau  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alueruian  Power — I  i egret  as  much  as  any  on? 
the  necessity  which  seems  to  me  to  exist  for 
longer  delay  i.  this  matter,  but  a  large  sum  is  iu- 
volved,  and  before  paying  it  we  should  ha^e  the 
city  secured  beyond  all  po  sible  ooubt.  We  Uave 
the  assurance  cf  an  expenerced  conveya.cer. 
What  are  we  supposed  to  know  abf,ut  an  experi- 
enced conveyancer?  W  e  pay  a  large  amount  to  run 
pi  law  establishment.  We  have  a  City  Solicitor  and 
a  la.ge  number  of  assistants  to  give  us  legal  ad- 
vice; and  I  don't  tnink  u  proper  tor  us  to  pass 
this  order  until  it  comes  with  1  is  sanction  ami  ap- 
proval, which  it  has  not.  I  tried  to  get  the  ap- 
proval both  of  the  Solicitor  and  his  assi  taut,  but 
lie  was  sot  willing  to  tell  tt'6  ne  would  advise  me 
tn  vote  for  the  passage,  of  this  order  as  it  row 
stands.  The  City  Solicitor  tells  me  an  expe- 
rienced conveyancer,  whom  he  has  confidence 
in,  has  been  at  wo  k  upon  this,  but  he 
is  not  prepaied  to  say  he  is  of  his  own 
knowledge  prepaied  to  advise  me  to  vote  for  the 
passage  ot  tnis  order  to  pay  this  money.  1  have 
no  other  motive  or  desiie  than  to  see  the  citv's  in- 
terest protected  beyond  a  doubt.  As  to  the  Water 
Power  Company's  bonds  I  don't  know  an  individ- 
ual willing  to  rake  it,  as  Iuaderstaoa  they  are  not 
responsible  for  the  cIe.iojs  against  u;  but  the  e 
are  gentlemen  connected  with  it  whose  individ- 
ual bonds  I  will  accept.  However,  to  show  that  I 
do  not  int-na  to  eelay  this  matter  m  necssanly  I 
am  willing  that  the  order  should  pass,  if  this  pro- 
viso which  1  now  offer  is  adopted— 

"Provided,  That  all  titles  to  lands  and  streets 
an'l  all  releases  for  grawe  or  other  damages  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  and  appioved  by  thj  City  So- 
licitor." 

I  want  them  approved  by  our  own  officers,  and  I 
am  not  willing  to  have  it  pass  with  merely  the  ap- 
proval of  a  conveyancer,  however  strict  his  integ- 
rity. We  have  a  Solicitor,  co  wlom  we  look;  aDd 
be  was  not  prepared  to  say  they  are  satisfactory 
to  him.  1  offer  that  as  an  amsodment  to  the  order 
and  will  withdraw  the  inotiou  for  a  re- assignment. 

Alderman  Siebbms— I  have  been  advised  that 
the  amendment.  I  proposed  at  the  last  meeting  is 
not  in  p:oper  form,  but  the  City  Solicitor  has  per- 
fected one  which  I  will  now  offer  as  a  substitute 
for  the  one  offered  at  the  last  meeting. 

"Provided,  lhat  all  leins  aud  encumbrances  on 
the  estate  of  the  Boston  Water  Power  Company, 
by  reason  ot  assessments  for  taxes,  including  the 
taxes  assessed  tor  the  preseut  year,  are  paia  and 
discharged." 

Alderman  Woitbingtou— The  City  Solicitor  has 
repeatedly  been  pre-ent  with  the  comui.ttee  in 
their  interviews  with  the  Water  Power  Comp?-ny, 
and  eveiv  document  diawn  has  had  his  sanction. 
M.i.  Wadsworih  has  been  through  all  this;  it  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Citv  Solicitor,  who  says  he 
has  entire  confidence  in  the  wortr  ot  Mr.  Wads- 
worth.  The  Solicitor  does  not  and  will  iot  sav  of 
bis  own  knowledge  that  everything  is  exactly 
light;  but  he  will  take  the  word  of  ibe  man  who 
has  examined  it.  We  cannot  a=k  the  Solicitoi  to 
examine  all  those  papers;  F-nd  until  he  does  it  is 
his  rule  to  say  tie  conveyancer  has  examined  it 
and  we  have  entire  confidence  iu  him.  At  the  last 
coafereace  with  the  committee  hes&ia  the  city 
would  be  entirely  safe,  in  taking-  these  convey- 
ances, li  is  worthless  hammering  away  at  what 
we  ought  not  to  do  until  th-s  solicitor  says  of  his 
own  knowledge  that  it  is  righr.  He  told  us  this 
atternoon  that  he  believes  it  is  entirely  right  and 
that  it  is  safe  for  the  city  to  make  the  purchase. 
More  than  that  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  get  from 
the  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Power— If  that  is  the  way,  then  we 
ought  to  have  <<  new  oiaer  of  things,  and  'he 
sooner  the  whole  law  establishment  is  abolished 
tne  better.  What  do  we  maintain  such  an  estab- 
lishment for  if  it  is  not  to  set  us  right  upoo  such 
matters  as  these  ?  Shall  we  take  the  opinion  of 
any  geutleman  outsice  who  is  perhaps  counsel 
tor  the  otbei  partie-  interested?  It  is 
wrong  for  us  to  pay  this  money  till  the 
Solicitor  gives  his  sanction  to  the  papers. 
There  are   some  trivial   things  that    cannot    be 


maoe  ratisf aetory ;  but  i,ll  the  leleases  and  title 
papers  should  have  our  Solicitors  eanctiou.  If 
be  cunoc  give  them  his  peiso  al  supervision,  he 
Should  b»ve  one  of  Lis  Assistants  examine  them, 
one  in  whom  he  has  such  confidence  thai  he 
can  affix  his  signal ure  to  them.  He  is  hired  to  be 
our  legal  guide.  I  want  co  cransact  this  business 
ae  I  wouin  my  own.  I  vant  to  see  the  e  gentle- 
men gee  their  money,  but  I  wish  to  be  as  guarded 
in  this  matcer  as  I  tvould  if  th».  money  were 
my  own. 

Aldema.  Quincy — I  have  every  confidence  in 
M'.  Wadsworth  as  a  coivevancei  and  an  in.ivid- 
ual,  and  I  have  no  doubt  tne  titles  are  as  he  states 
them.  But  I  agiee  with  toe  Al.erman  from  Ward 
12,  tnat  it  Is  a  dangerous  rrecedent  for  us  to  take 
anything  in  a  rrater  of  this  sort,  unless  it  comes 
officially  from  the  City  Solicitor's  office;  because, 
although  we  have  a  gentleman  in  whom  we  hive 
confidence,  the  rext  time  we  may  not  have,  and 
his  will  be  appealed  to  as  a  precedent.  I 
h,;.d  a  conference  with  tne  City  Solicitor 
tod^y  with  the  same  result.  He  would 
not  indorse  it,  although  he  had  confidence 
in  Jlr.  WadS  worth.  It  cid  not  come  from  his  of- 
fice. It  seems  10  me  that  the  attitude  ta»en  by 
the  Water  Power  Company  is  hardly  warranted. 
No  no-  ney  is  cue  to  tu-ru  from  the  city.  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether  we  shall  purchase  some  incom- 
pleted work?  We  are  not  endeavoiiog  to  avoid 
payment  for  work  fairly  done.  This  matter  orig- 
iia"c-d  with  the  company  to  bri  g  their  lands  into 
market,  and  not  with  the  city.  It  may  b"  advis- 
able to  make  this  yuichase,  bat  it  should  aot  be 
done  without  the  proviso  offeiedby  the  Aldennan 
troni  W  aid  12. 

Aldeiman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alrlerman  Claik— 1  suppose  the  impression  will 
be  left  upoo  the  minds  ot  Aldermen  that  the  City 
Solicitor  has  not  beea  consulted  iu  regard  Co  this 
matter  at  all.  Lhe  City  Solicitor  has  been  con- 
sulted upon  all  occasions,  and  he  was  pte"ent 
with  the  committee  at  our  last  meeting, 
when  evf-ry  point  in  the  case  was  lereried 
to  him,  aud  he  told  us  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  the  paoers  weie  >  ot  all  cor- 
rect and  wn'y  the  order  should  not  be  passed. 
He  gave  his  opinion  in  this  case  precisely  as  be 
aid  iu  regard  >o  tbo  conveyances  acd  releases  for 
stiaighteni;  g  Boylston  street.  It  too^  his  assist- 
ant totee  inouihs  to  obiam  those  releases;  out  do 
you  supuose  the  City  Solicitor  personally  exam- 
ined all  the  titles  and  searched  tae  records?  Nei- 
ther does  he  examine  one  case  in  a  thousand  that 
goes  through  his  office.  It  was  necessary  for  some 
one  to  obtain  tnes-  releases,  forit  wasnot  the  duty 
of  the  City  Solicitor  or  this  government  to  obtain 
them.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  corporation  to  give 
the  c  ty  a  clean  reed,  and  to  pay  for  obtaining  tne 
releases.  Mr.  Wadswortb  was  selected  by  the 
City  Solicitor  as  b  ing  aa  honest  and  able  convey- 
ancer, and  that  is  why  he  made  cte  conveyances 
instea -i  of  Mr.  H.  D.  Hyde,  or  some  othor  regu- 
larly employed  attorney  tor  the  Water  Power 
Company.  Mr.  Wadsworth  never  did  au  hour's 
work  for  the  company  until  he  was  suggested  bv  the 
City  Solicitor.  His  work  shows  thai  he  is  a  cable  con- 
veyancer, and  that  not  nothing  would  pass  through 
his  hands  which  is  not  safe  for  the  corporation  or 
individual  who  employs  him.  He  raised  certain 
objection  ■  and  obtained  a  bond  to  hold  the  citv 
harml?ss  for  land  that  Peleg  W.  Chandler  and 
George  O.  Shattuck  were  willing  to  take  a  deed  of 
aud  pay  a  dollar  a  foot  for.  I  have  not  the  -digbcest 
objections  to  ibis  proviso  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12;  but  if  it  means  that  Mr.  Healy  is  to  ex- 
amine all  those  claims  and  titles,  th°u  we  might 
as  well  throw  this  mat  er  up  aod  let.  it  go  over  to 
another  govern n«-nt  He  has  parsed  upon 
these  titles  to  the  same  extent  that  he.  doss  on 
three-fourths  of  such  cases.  He  told  me  within 
three  ho -ns  that  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the 
titles  are  not  correct.  You  know  very  well  tb  it 
Mr.  Healy  is  rot  a  man  to  advice  an  Alderman  to 
vote  for  o '  against  any  measure ;  and  when  you 
ask  such  advice  of  him  you  will  get  an  equivocal 
answer,  ihave  no  doubt  if  asked  if  he  would 
advise  any  one  10  vote  tor  this  measure,  he 
would  say  "No" ;  and  it  asked  if  he  nad  exam- 
ined these  titles,  he  would  say,  "Of  course 
not."  But  I  have  the  personal  assurance  of  Mr. 
Wioswonh  that  these  conveyances  are  correct, 
and  that  is  all  the  assurance  we  can  have.  I  hope 
the  Alderruan  from  Ward  8  will  not  pi  ess  his 
amendment.  I  cannot  see  any  more  reason  for 
compelling  the  Water  Power  Company  to  pay 
their  taxes  on  the  25th  of  September  than  any  other 
corporations  or  individuals.     Taxes  are  not  due 
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till  the  1st  of  October.  The  taxes  are  a  lein  upon 
trie  Tjrnperty,  aid  I  don't  trunk  the  amendment 
ought  to  be  passed.  I  don't  know  why  you  should 
compel  this  corporation  to  pay  ih-ir  taxes  any 
more  than  tb-.  syndicate  which  joins  them.  I 
have  never  desired  to  have  this  money  paid 
agaiost  ths  advice  of  the  city  solicitor  ano  there- 
fore have  nottbe  slightest  objectio  to  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  Alier-uian  from  Ward  12. 

The  question  was  upon  Alderman  Stebbins's 
amendment. 

Alderman  Worthiugton  moved  to  strike  out  cha 
words  relating  to  the  taxes  for  1875. 

Alderman  Stebbios— It  will  be  safer  to  deduct 
that  amount.  It  could  be  attached  by  creditors, 
but  it  will  be  safe  vc  our  own  hands. 

Alderman  Bnrrage— If  this  amount  is  due,  the 
city  should  collect  it,  the  same  way  as  an  individ- 
ual would.    I  think  we  ought  not  to  run  any  risk 

The  iDOiion  of  Alderman  Worcoington  was  lost. 

The  amendments  offered  by  Aldermen  Stebbrns 
and  Power  were  botj  adoptei. 

Alderman  Quincy  suggested  that  there  seemed 
to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  board 
and  the  Committee  on  Streets  as  to  th°  responsi- 
bility of  tin  bond  of  $10,000,  to  be  given  by  the 
company,  and  at  the  sugges'ion  ot  Alderman 
Stebbins  the  order  v.  as  amended  so  that  toe  bo  id 
should  be  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 

The  report  and  order  as  ameaded  «  ere  then,  on 
motion  of  Aliennau  Stebbins,  referied  to  tbe 
Commute*  oq  u'ioauce.    Sent  down. 

FENCE  ON  TREMONT  STREET   MALL. 

Alderman  Powei  submitted  th  following  f:om 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds : 

O'dereti,  That  the  Committee  on  Fin  nice  be  re- 
quested io  provide  an  additional  appropriation 
for  tbe  eisction  of  a  euro  and  fence  ou  the  west- 
erly line  of  Tremont,  betwee  i  Pari  street  and 
Boylston  streat,,and  lor  grading  tbe  mall  to  cor- 
respond to  the  graae  of  the  proposed  euro. 

Alderman  Pow-r  said  he  had  done  everything 
he  could  to  expedite  this  matter  ia  committee,  by 
order  of  the  Board,  but  when  tne  proper  time 
come  he  desired  t  >  record  his  vote  against  the 
order. 

Tiie  order  was  read  once. 

Alderman  Power  sucmiited  a  report  from  the 
same,  committee  on  the  iequset  of  me  City  Coun- 
cil to  procure  proposals  for  a  fence  on  Tremont 
street,  in  accordaucs  with  plans  prepared  by 
George  F.  Meacuam,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  contract  with  the  Cape  Ann  Granite  Com- 
pany tor  furnishing  all  the  materials  and  setting 
a  granite  curbing  aod  posts  and  an  iron  fence  on 
the  westerly  line  of  Tremont  street,  between  Park 
street  and  Boylston  street,  in  accordance  with 
plans  and  specifications  prepared  by  George  F. 
Meacham  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City 
Engineer,  the  price  to  bepaid  for  all  material0  and 
labor  furnished  under  said  contract  not  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  $10,974;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  a  Curb  on  the  Line  of 
Tremont-street  Mall. 

Alderman  Quincy  moved  that  the  order  take  its 
second  leading. 

Alderman  Worthiugton— That  had  better  lie 
over,  as  we  ought  to  have  time  to  look  into  it. 
From  what  I  can  learn  of  the  plan  of  this  fence 
it  will  have  to  be  remodelled  within  the  next  five 
years,  and  rhat  will  b^  an  expensive  thing  to  do. 

Alderman  Quincy — The  committee  were  acting 
under  instructions  from  the  Citv  Council.  If  we 
are  to  put  up  this  fence  this  year  it  must  be  done 
before  ihe  frost  gets  into  the  ground.  There 
have  been  a  gieat  many  unlooked-for  delays  in 
carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Power— The  committee  did  what  they 
were  ordereo  to  do  by  the  City  Council,  aao  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  I  have  endeavored  to 
facilitate  the  progress  of  the  work.  Now  that  tbe 
report  is  made,  I  want  to  go  on  recoid  againsj; 
throwing  the  city's  money  away.  This  pi  a  u  was 
designed  by  an  engineer  outside  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, and  our  Citv  Engineer  savs  it  is  not  a 
proper  one  to  adopt,  and  that  such  a  fence  will  be 
a  standing  bill  of  expense  to  the  city.  The  only 
commendable  thitg  about  it  is,  it  is  pretty  to  look 
upon.  The  City  Engineer  is  in  no  way  re- 
ponsible  for  it.  It  is  an  unusual  course  to  pursue 
to  go  outside  of  the  advice  of  our  officers.  While 
I  am  willing  to  give  way  ro  the  majority,  I  don't 
think  this  measure  would  have  a  majority  if  they 
understood  that  it  will   be   a   waste  of  the  city's 


money.  There  was  nothing  elte  for  the  commit- 
tee to" do  but  make  the  rspoit. 

Alderman  Burrage — Whatevideroe  is  theie  in 
regard  to  ice  stre  gth  ot  the  fence  besr  °s  the 
opinion  of  the  Engineer  mat  led  to  the  decision 
of  the  committee?  If  it  is  a  poor  teuee  .ve  shall 
be  foolish  to  vote  for  it.  Oo  ihe  other  hand,  if  we 
are  going  to  have  a  fence  this  fall  we  should  put 
it  up  now. 

Alderman  Power — The  committee  have  no  opin- 
ion to  offer.  The  majority  undertook  to  give 
counsel  and  consult  the  City  Engineer ;  but  other 
members  thought  it  looked  towards  delay.  S  >me- 
bod.v  went  ro  the  City  Eogineer  for  advice  snd  he 
found  fault  with  some  things:  but  the  architect, 
Mr.  Meajham,  differed  witn  the  Ecgineer.  ana 
the  latter  finally  abandoned  tbe  idea  of  under- 
taking to  perfect  the  pla-3. 

Alder  nan  Burrage— Was  n't  the  Engineer  in 
favor  of  a  curb  ana  opposed  to  a  fer.c°?  He  sug- 
gested a  deep  foundation  and  openings  at  irregu- 
lar iutervals.  As  proposed  oo  ,  it  is  my  o.iuion 
it  is  going  to  i  e-trov  mors  trees  th-n  any  cn/b 
that  co  ;ld  be  pat  rn<-,re. 

.Alderman  Quiacy — By  accident,  I  did  not  re- 
ceive my  notice,  and  vas  not  present  it  the  meet- 
ing of  tne  committee  referred  to;  but  at  previous 
meetings  I  did  _ot  hear  tbe  opinion  thai  this  was 
a  flimsy  t;ing  upon  which  to  spend  the 
city's  mocey.  The  Engineer  was  known  to 
favor  a  curb,  snd  he  was  asked  to  make 
suggestions  abo.it  this  fence,  which  he  did  and 
the  whme  thing  was  changed  to  oie=t  hisapproval. 
Certainly  ar  co  meeting  at  which  1  was  present 
did  be  characterize  the  whole  thing  as  uo -table. 
So  far  as  I  reco:icCt  all  his  suggestions  were  con- 
formed to.  It  is  well  understood  that  he  is  oot 
responsible  it  it  becomes  a  failure. 

Alderman  Stebbins — The  City  Engineer  may  cot 
be  responsible  for  it,  but  after  the  statement  of 
tbe  Alderman  from  Ward  12  I  shall  vote  against 
it.  I  don't  want  to  take  the  responsibility  of  vot- 
ing for  a  fei.ee  that  ^ill  last  only  a  year  or  two. 
I  would  rather  have  it  lie  over  a  week. 

Alderman  Power — I  am  surpriseo  at  the  ie- 
marfes  of  the  gentleman  on  rnv  left  [Alderman 
Quincy]  for  at  the  last  meeting  of  tbe  committee 
the  En gmeer  said  he  had  had  ve>-v  liitle  tu  do 
with  the  plan,  aud  that  it  was  not  his  plan;  and 
one  ot  the  committee  ook  tbe  Engineer  and  his 
department  to  task  for  the  delay,  and  undertaking 
to  defeat  the  wishes  of  the  City  Council.  The  En- 
gineer undertook  to  explain  that  he  had  oo  inten- 
tion of  delaying  the  matter;  that  he  b  a  1  had  no 
official  orders;  that  members  of  the  commit- 
tee had  mads  suggestions  to  him,  but  he 
bad  had  no  positive  oiders  and  he  didn't 
feel  that  he  had  a  right  to  do  anything.  I  don't 
understand  that  he  has  made  any  maierial  change 
in  th  »  plan,  or  that  any  of  bis  suggestions  have 
been  adopted.  The  last  meeting  ot  >he  commit- 
tee, at  which  tbe  Alderman  was  present,  adjourn- 
ed without  saving  the  Engineer  any  positive  in- 
structions to  report  anv  plan. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  Alderman's  recollection 
differs  from  mine."  My  recollection  is  that  sug- 
gestions were  asked  lor,  and  those  made  by  tne 
City  Engineer  were  substantially  agreed  to. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  don't  think  this  matter 
should  be  pressed  tonight,  especially  as  the  mat- 
ter has  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finacos. 

The  second  reading  was  refused  and  tbe  oider 
went  over. 

MADISON    SQUARE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  ou  Common,  etc.: 

Ordered,  That  the  following  additional  appro- 
priations be  made  for  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds,  the  several  sums  named 
to  be  expended  under  tbe  direction  of  the  Joint 
Sta-ading  Committee  on  said  department,  namely: 
For  superinte  deoce  ano  labor,  $7000;  tor  grad- 
ing and  impioving  Madison  square,  $5000;  for  en- 
closing Bromley  park  with  a  cuib  and  othervise 
improving  said' park,  $1300;  said  sums  to  be  trans- 
ferred for  that  purpose  from  toe  following  items 
in  toe  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.:  From  ap- 
propriation for  Extension  of  Fencs  on  Common- 
wealth Avenue,  $10,000;  from  appropriation  for 
Capping  Wall  and  Pointinc  Same  ou  Fountain 
Square,  $1500;  from  appropriation  for  Building 
Bank  Wall  on  Washington  Park.  $1500;  from  ap- 
propriation for  Bird  Houses,  $300. 

Alderman  Worthiugton  irquired  what  had  been 
done  with  all  tbe  money  spent  on  Madison  square 
this  year. 

Alderman  Power  said  $5000  uad  been  appro- 
piiated,  but  it  was  well  known  that  would  not 
tiuishit;  and  as  they  nad  concluded  Dot  to  build 
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the  fence  on  Commonwealth  avenue, they  thought 
it  best  to  spend  the  money  on  Madisoo  square, 
which  had  taken  a  large  amount  of  money  and 
material  to  till  up;  but  qow  tbey  are  sure  $5000 
will  complete  it. 

Alderman  Worthington  could  not  conceive  how 
$5000  could  be  spent  there  and  make  so  little  show. 
It  seameii  to  be  a  pertnaneut  investmeot,  a  sort  of 
sinking  tnnd. 

Alderman  Power  said  the  place  had  kept  sink- 
ing ami  had  co  be  refilled.  A  great  deal  had  been 
speut  for  loam,  gravel  and  shrubs,  besides  labor 
and  filling. 

Alderman  Bui-rage— How  long  are  you  going  to 
have  this  sinking  fund? 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark  gave  a  history  of  die  filling  of 
Madisoo  square,  wbich  is  a  legacy  tiom  the  city 
of  Roxbury,  and  tvas  a  low  swamp.  But  it  has 
touched  bottom  at  last,  and  has  been  on  a  solid 
foundation  for  a  year  past.  The  $5000  has  been 
well  speiu,  and  this  sum  is  to  ftnisti  it.  Early  in 
the  vear,  the  committee  supposed  they  would 
buiUl  another  fence  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
but  that  has  oeen  prevented  b"  u  'Iclay  in  ob- 
taining a  tide  to  the  streets. 

Alderman  Presc<  tt  desirpa  tn  J  er  to  lie  over. 
In  tue  Committee  on  ^  udito  '■  Estimates  the 
chairman  was  vehemenl  iy  iu  if  or  of  extending 
the  Commonwealth-avenue  square  to  Chester 
park;  but  uow  they  do  n't  r.ee  J  it,  and  it  appeared 
as  if  they  meant  to  spend  the  whole  of  the  appro- 
priation anyhow.  He  would  be  content  to  see  a 
small  balance  left. 

Alderman  Clark  said  he  had  earnestly  recom- 
mended the  appropriation,  but  the  work  could 
not  be  done  uow.  They  must  have  more  mooey 
for  labor,  for  the  pnblic  demanded  that  the 
grounds  be  kept  in  first-rate  shape.  Ic  can  be 
completed  withiu  the  next  thirty  oi  foityriays. 
The  committee  have  reduced  the  wages  of  the 
employe's  in  order  that  more  people  can  have  em- 
ployment with  the  same  money  and  more  work  be 
done. 

Alderman  Burrage  suggested  whether  it  would 
not  bs  better  to  wait  till  spring  and  see  whether 
it  settles  more. 


Alderman  Clark  said  the  committee  were  unan- 
imous that  it  ought  to  be  done.  In  times  like 
these,  when  honest  laborers  are  cryiug  for  work 
to  support  their  families,  wpik  should  be  given 
them  if  it  is  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Worthington  supposed  the  money 
spent  was  largely  for  labor.  He  knew  the  terri- 
tory would  not  settle  any  more;  but  he  thought  a 
large  amount  Had  been  spent  on  this  square. 

Alderman  Clark  said  tbe  mooey  had  been  spent 
for  materials  furnished  by  contractors  on  certifi- 
cate of  tbe  Engineer.  Very  little  has  been  spent 
for  labor. 

On  morion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  order  '/as 
laid  on  the  table. 

BOWDOIN-STREET  LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Clark  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  of  oainages  for 
widening  Bowdoin  stieet,  Ward  16,  the  whole  of 
the  estate  belonging  to  E.  P.  Robinson,  situated 
on  Bowdoin  street,  and  Church  street,  be  pur- 
chased, and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  there- 
for to  said  Robinson  or  his  assignees,  the  sum  of 
$20,000  upon  his  proving  to  the  city  a  deed  of  said 
estate  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Laying  out 
and  Widening  Streets. 

Alderman  Clark— Some  tune  ago  the  Committee 
on  Streets  and  Committee  on  Paving  examined 
this  property,  aud  I  think  it  was  their  unanimous 
opinion  that  if  that  propeity  could  be  bought  for 
$20,000  it  would  be  a  most  economical  thing  for 
the  city  to  do.  It  has  been  held  at  $23,000 
by  the  owner,  but  he  has  finally  agreed 
to  accept  $20,000.  1  know  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  thnks  it  will  be  most  eco- 
nomical for  the  city  to  purchase  that  estate; 
and  I  understand  that  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving.  It  is  getting  late  in 
the  season,  and  tbe  Superintendent  desires  to  com- 
mence that  job. 

The  order  was  read  once  aud  laid  over. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

SEPTEMBER    23,    1875. 


Special  meeting,  called,  by  the  Mayor,  at  1 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presid- 
ing. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Fourteen  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  October 
term  ot  the  Municipal  Court,  Highland  District. 

LICENSE  COMMISSIONER. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
nominating  Josepb  A.  JLaforme  to  the  office  of 
License  Commissioner,  vice  Patrick  A.  Collins,  re- 
signed, the  appoiutment  to  take  effect  on  Oct.  1. 

Said  nomination  was  confirmed.    Sent  down. 

MADISON  SQUARE,  ETC. 

Alderman  Power — If  gentlemen  nave  satisfied 
themselves  in  relation  to  the  order  for  com- 
pleting Madison  square,  I  move  that  it  be  taken 
from  the  table  and  given  a  second  reading,  as  the 
work  ought  to  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  order  authorizes  additional  appropriations 
to  be  mad=  for  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  the  several  sums  named  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  tna  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  said  depanment,  namely:  For  su- 
peiintendence  and  labor,  $7000;  for  grading  and 
improving  Madison  square,  $5000;  for  enclos- 
ing Bromley  park  with  a  curb  and  otherwise  im- 
proving said  park,  $1300;  said  sums  to  be  trans- 
ferred for  that  purpose  from  the  following  items 
in  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.:  From  ap- 
propriation for  Extension  of  Fence  on  Common- 
wealth Aveaue,  $10,000;  from  aopropriation  for 
Capping  Wall  and  Pointine  Sams  on  Fountain 
Square,  $1500;  from  apjiropriation  for  Building 
Bank  Wall  on  Washington  Park,  $1500;  from  ap- 
pro oriation  for  Bird  Houses,  $300. 

Alderman  Prescott — If  other  members  are  leady 
to  vote  I  shall  not  object ;  but  it  is  not  customary 
to  transact  any  business  at  special  meeting:  other 
rhauthatfoi  wuicn  they  are  cab ed.  As  a  singie 
member  1  shall  not  object;  but  if  I  could  have 
my  pergonal  piefereuce  it  would  lie  over — or  be 
passed  after  it  is  discucsed. 

Alderman  Power — I  should  not  have  made  the 
motion  bad  not  I  understood  that  certain  mem- 
bers desiring  reformation  have  satisfied  them- 
selves and  are  willing  that  the  order  should  pass. 

Alderman  Worthmgton — Since  the  last  meeting 
I  have  looked  into  ihe  subject  so  far  as  I  am 
capable.  The  only  query  iu  my  mind  is  ?s  to  the 
amount  being  spent  there.  1  have  conversed  Willi 
the  Superintendent,  who  explaiued  what  is  being 
done,  and  that  a  large  amount  of  loam 
is     necessary     to     cairy     it     on,     which     will 


require  $5000,  the  amount  asfced  for.  Still,  it 
seemed  to  be  a  veiy  large  amount  of  money  to 
spend  on  a  square  like  thai; — two  different  appro- 
priations of  $5000  each.  I  am  assured  it  will  re- 
quire eighteen  or  twenty  inches  of  loam  upon  cue 
entire  surface  in  order  to  make  the  tree'd  and  sods 
grow;  but  when  this  is  once  completed  the  square 
will  not  require  a  very  large  appropriation.  1 
shall,  therefore,  favor  the  appropriation. 

Jhe  order -was  taken  from  the  table,  read  a 
second  time  and  passed — yeas  11,  nays  1— Alder- 
man Prescott  voting  nay.    Sent  down. 

SALE  AUTHORIZED. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  that  toe  Committee  on  Markets, 
Weignts  and  Measures  be  authorized  to  sell  a 
horse,  wagon  and  such  other  articles  in  the  de- 
partment of  weights  and  ireasures  as  are  no  long- 
er requited  for  the  us^  of  the  crry ;  the  proceeds  of 
the  articles  sold  to  be  paid  into  the  Collector's  of- 
fice. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SECURITY  FOR  CLAIMS  FOR   SEWER  ASSESSMENTS. 

alderman  Piescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  of  Taxes  be  author- 
ized to  receive  m  behalf  of  the  city  a  deposit  of 
such  sum  of  money,  anc  under  such  stipulation  in 
relation  thereto,  as  ne,  with  the  approval  ot  the 
City  Solicitor,  may  direct,  to  abide  the  result*  of 
certain  suits  now  pending  agaiust  tne  city  of 
Boston,  in  relation  to  certain  assessments  for  con- 
structing a  sewer  in  Copeland  street,  in  said  city, 
assessed  10  John  M..  Way,  as  owner  or  in  po>ses- 
sion;  and  that, upon  such  deposit  being  made,  the 
'Mayor  be  authorized  to  execute  a  release  of  all 
claim  of  the  city  of  Boston  upon  such  estates,  by 
reason  of  such  assessments,  and  of  the  sale  or 
said  estates  for  noa  payment  Charcot. 

Alderman  Prescott  rnovea  that  the  order  be  re- 
f erred  io  the  Committee  oti  Finance. 

Alderman  Harris— I  have  heard  of  tlm  order 
onlv  within  a  tew  moments,  and  as  it  relates 
to  the  Sewer  Department  it  seems  to  me 
it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  adoption  of  such 
an  order  might  establish  a  ba  i  precedent  for  other 
assessments  pending,  and  I  bave  great  doubt  ot 
the  wisdom  of  passing  it. 

Alderman  Prescoct — The  explanation  of  the  or- 
der is  that  a  gentleman  came  to  see  me  yester- 
day and  I  lettrred  him  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Sewers,  who  was  absent 
from  the  city.  I  was  informed  that  the 
form  of  the  order  wa«  .sanctioned  by  the 
City  Solicitor.  The  subject  should  properly  come 
before  the  Sewer  Department,  and  I  therefore 
withdraw  the  motion  for  refeience  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fmai  ce,  and  move  that  it  be  lefeired 
to  the  committee  ou  Sowers. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Ou  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    S3,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEBMEN  FOB 
CONCURRENCE. 

•  Petitions  of  James  A.  Kecop  and  Police  Cap- 
tain H.  J.  Beckwitb,  referred. 

Papers  came  do  vn  for  reference,  and  were  re- 
ferred in  concurrence  as  follows: 

1.  To  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  of  an  or- 
der to  hire  for  five  years  the  second  and  third 
floors  of  339  Broadway,  South  Boston,  for  award 
room  and  armory  for  Company  I,  Ninth  Regi- 
ment, at  cot  exceeding  $1000  per  annum;  2.  To 
Committee  on  Census,  etc.,  of  a  message  tiom  the 
Mayor  recommending  attention  to  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor  re- 
specting provisions  for  payment  of  bill  of  Census 
Enumerators;  3.  To  Committee  on  Finance,  of  a 
request  of  the  Registrars  of  Voters  for  a  transfer 
ot  $65.09  from  appiopnation  for  -'Contingent 
Expenses"  to  that  for  •'Assessors'  Sheets"; 
4.  To  same  committee,  of  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets  on  acceptance  from  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  of  certain  streets 
on  the  Back  Bay  lands  (City  Doc.  No.  100);  5.  To 
same  committee,  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions,  recommending  that  the  re- 
quest of  the  Board  of  Direc  i  ors  for  certain  altera- 
tions on  Eastern-avenue  wharf  fo  accommodate 
their  new  steamboat,  be  granted. 

Older  for  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  to 
consider  expediency  of  furnishing  accommoda- 
tions for  military  dull  to  pupils  of  Charlestown 
High  School.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  arid  orders  fioni  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  for  transfers  of  not  exceeding  $3000 
from  the  appropriation  for  Alterations  and  Repairs 
on  House  of  lndustiy,  for  the  Alterations  and  Re- 
pairs of  wharf  at  Deer  Istaud,  aod  of  not  exceed- 
ing $4500  from  the  unexpended  Dalauce  of  the 
appropriation  for  Building  a  New  Wharf  at  Rains- 
lord  Island,  (O  be  expended  in  fitting  out  aud 
furnishing  the  steamboat  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors for  Public  Institutions. 

Mr.  Trail1  of  Ward  13  stated  that  it  was  impor- 
tant to  have  these  matters  carried  out  at  once. 
On  his  motiou  the  rule  was  suspended  aud  the 
orders  were  severally  read  twice  aud  passed— 
yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Order  for  transfers  from  the  item  for  '-Fuel"  in 
the  appropriation  for  E  jst  Boston  Ferries,  viz.,  to 
repairs  of  piers,  North  Ferry,  Boston  side,  $258.50; 
alterations  and  repairs  of  water  closets,  etc., 
$67.93;  repairs  of  piers,  South  terry,  East  Boston 
side,  $711.37.  Read  twice  under  a  suspensioa  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cushman  of  Ward  1, 
and  passed— yeas  51,  nays  1. 

Order  authorizing  additional  appropriations  and 
transfers  in  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc., 
as  follows :  For  superintendence  and  labor,  $7000 ; 
for  grading  and  improving  Maiison  square,  $5000; 
for  enclosing  Btomley  park  with  a  euro  aud  other- 
wise improving  said  park,  $1300;  said  sums  to  be 
transf ei  red  fur  that  purpose  from  the  folio  wing 
items  in  the  appropriation  for  Common,  etc.: 
From  appiopriation  for  Extension  of  Fence  on 
Cornmouwealth  avenue,  $10,000;  from  appropria- 
tion for  Capping  Wall  and  Pointing  Same  on 
Fountain  square,  $1500;  fiom  appropriation  for 
Building  Bank  Wall  on  Washington  Pa<k,  $1500; 
from  appropriation  for  Bird  House-,  $300. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— It  is  imperatively  neces- 
sary that  come  of  this  work  should  go  on  at  once, 
and  as  the  order  has  passed  the  other  branch,  I 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  it  may  take  its 
second  reading  tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  don't  baldly  like  this 
order.  A  good  deal  has  been  dore  ou  Madison 
square  already,  and  tuoiigu  it  is  cot  finished,  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  preventing  work  iu  other 
places.  I  have  several  times  asked  for  a 
transfer  of  some  appropriation  for  a  small 
paik  that  we  have  in  Ward  13,  but  have  been  met 
every  rime  with  the  answer  that  theie  was  no 
money  that  could  be  used  there.  After  a  long 
while  I  did  get  $2000,  which  has  just  been  expend- 


ed, I  am  told,  but  it  has  left  Orchard  Park  id  a 
veiy  toad  state.  The  ground  is  not  filled,  and  at 
every  rain  there  is  water  standing  about  in  pools. 
The  park  is  really  ia  a  very  bad  state;  but  I  un- 
derstand that  no  more  is  to  be  done  there.  I  don't 
feel  as  if  the  committee  are  treati  jg  us  just  right, 
and  I  hope  this  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 — I  should  like  to  ask 
some  member  of  the  committee  why  it  is  less  nec- 
essary to  cap  the  wall  on  Fountain  square  now 
than  it  was  last  spring?  It  was  said  last  spring 
that  it  must  be  done;  but  now  they  propose  to 
transfer  the  money  appropriated  for  it, 
while  it  was  said  the  wall  will  oe  set- 
tling. Tbty  have  been  filling  Madsou 
square  as  long  as  twenty  years,  and  still  it 
keeps  on  settling  When  the  proposition  was  made 
to  enlarge  it,  in  1870,  testimony  was  given 
that  it  would  require  a  piling  of  sixty  feet  deep, 
and  I  suppose  it  will  continue  to  settle  till  it  gets 
down  to  a  solid  basis. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
objections  offered  to  the  proposition  simply 
amount  to  this :  If  you  don't  do  something  for  us, 
we  wont  do  anything  for  you.  Now,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman speaks  of  Orchard  Park.  A  gieat  deal 
has  been  ooue  at  Orchard  Paik,  which  does  not 
require  so  much,  aud  has  not  so  much  taxable 
property  about  it  as  the  park  that  he  has  referred 
to  tonight.  In  the  Commiitee  on  Common 
and  squares  we  found  orrselves  in  this  po- 
sition—the appiopnation  for  l&bor  was  exhausted ; 
it  is  imperatively  Decessary  to  continue  the  em- 
ployment of  labor  on  the  public  grounds  for  vari- 
ous reasons;  first,  fiat  the  grouuds  require  atten- 
tion; second,  the  committee  do  not  wish  to  cut 
down  the  i.umber  ot  laborers  employed,  when 
there  is  such  a  large  number  of  men  out  of  em- 
ployment at  this  the  best  season  of  the  year  for 
carrying  on  public  improvements;  ana  third, some 
of  these  improvements  had  been  canie.i  to  such  a 
point  that  to  abandon  them  even  for  a  yeir  would 
be  a  serious  expense  to  the  city.  I  can  only  speak 
from  i,  comparatively  recent  experience,  but  from 
an  inspection  of  the  work  done  by  previous  com- 
mittees upon  this  Madison-sauare  legacy  from 
other  city  govern  mem  s,  it  appeared  to  me 
that  if  it  were  my  property  I  should 
spare  no  time  either  in  getting  it  to 
a  proper  level  or  in  mokiag  it  habitable 
grouoii,  or  rathei  in  making  the  places  arouud  it 
habitable,  which  they  t.re  not  now.  Property- 
owners  co aiplain  of  the  unfinished  state  jf  that 
park.  To  be  sur.,it  maybe  said  to  be  a  white 
elephant  on  the  city's  hands;  but  we  have  it.  and 
it  is  in  a  thickly  inhabited  part  of  lae  cty,  being 
surrounded  byhouses,  with  a  schoolhouse  on  one 
side  and  othei  buildings  upon  the  other.  It  was 
thought  that  the  work  had  progressed  so  tar 
now  that  it  would  be  folly  to  abandon  it. 
Orchard  Park,  of  which  the  gentleman  has 
spoken,  has  received  attention  from  the  commit- 
tee this  year.  If  any  one  will  go  ihere,  which  he 
can  do  by  means  of  the  fabled  thieadoi  clue  which 
some  one  haJ  to  use  in  a  labyiiuthiau  search. 
he  will  see  that  the  committee  have  done  a  good 
work  iu  a  comparatively  obs;ure  part  of  the  citj  . 
I  don't  mean  to  say  it  should  nave  lefs  atten- 
tion than  otaer  parks;  on  the  contrary,  l 
would  say  tn»,t  this  park,  so  fsr  removed 
from  the  other  parks  of  the  city,  should 
be  made  very  attractive  foi  the  benefit 
of  those  who  caunot  conveniently  reach  the  Com- 
mon aod  Public  Gardeu.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
couimittee  to  do  this;  but  they  find  thems-lves  iu 
this  position — either  they  must  transf  ei  appropria- 
tions made  for  other  purposes  and  make  them  go 
as  Far  as  possible,  or  they  inu.t  come  to  the  City 
Council  lor  more  money,  which  it  was  ihougit 
should  bs  the  dernier  resort.  Now,  sir,  something 
has  been  do:ie  to  Orchard  Paik.  an  it  is  neiessary 
todomore  uotonly  toMadisoi  Park, but  to  tht  va- 
rious public  grouuos.  The  reason  t  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  i-  that  l?.bor  will  have  to  be  sus- 
pended to  a  certain  extent  until  this  a  ipropnation 
is  iransfened.  Wi'hiegaid  to  capping  tue  wall 
on  Fountain  square,  I  can  only  quote  the  gentle- 
man's own  words— he  thought  it  was  not  ne  essa 
ry  to  be  capped,  and  that  it  would  last  tor  soaie 
time  longer.  I  took,  what  I  supposed  to  be  the 
good  opinion  of  one  who  passes  il  every  d  v, .  that 
it  would  last  as  long  as  Horatio  Harris's'  wall,  and 
I  am  surprised  10  hear  hiin  object  to  a  transfer  of 
that  appropriation  to  a  place  wheie  the  city  will 
suffer  oamage  if  toe  work  is  not  done. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14—1  did  n't  think  it  needed 
to  be  done  in  the  spring,  and  I  don't  tbi:  k  it  does 
now.    My  idea  then  was  that  it  was  to  be  put  into 


SEPTEMBER       2  3,       18  7  5. 


502 


th-  appropriation,  and  subsequently  to  be  trans- 
le/red  to  so  ne  othe«  object,  which  is  no*  at- 
tempted. I  never  expected  to  see  the  capping 
done  ibis  year. 

Mr.  Sbawof  Ward  5— As  a  msmbei  of  the  Com- 
n>  it  tee  on  Common  and  Squares  I  do  not  believe 
iu  the  suspension  ot  the  rule.  I  did  n't  know  that 
the  motion  was  to  be  made.  I  don't  believein 
suspending  the  mle  unlesi  it  isabsol  tely  necessa- 
ry and  I  oou't  cousider  it  necessary  in  tens  ca^e.  I 
don't  agree  with  the  coir  mittee,  ai  d  1  shall  agree 
with  the  geutleinan  frem  Ward  13  that  Oi-hard 
Park  has  been  negl  -cted,  and  that  this  appropria- 
tion of  $5000  for  Madisoa  squarn  ought  not  to  De 
made  now.  I  believe  iD  treating  ^11  parte  of  the 
citv  with  equal  ii>rhts,  equal  improve  •■ems,  and 
with  equa'ity  in  every  seur-e  ot  the  word,  i  be- 
lieve that  Orchard  park  needs  an  appropriation  as 
much  as  Madison  square  doi-s.  Nn«  ,  Mi.  Presi- 
dent, let  me  go  back  toJaauaiyor  February 
wben  the  committee  who  had  had  some  con- 
siderable expedience  in  estimating  on  appro- 
priations, recommended  to  thj  Council  the 
appropriation  of  $115,000  or  $116,000.  Every  mem- 
ber piesent  agreed  to  it.  It  was  carried  into  the 
Finance  Committee,  ?.nd  a  tn<  ruber  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  from  the  Council,  who  was 
onb  of  the  Finance  Committet,  without  the 
kcowledge  or  coosent  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon ar.d  Squares,  got  that  appropriation  reduced 
from  the  eum  na  i-ed  to  $88,000, 1  predicted  that  that 
which  has  ;eeu  done  tonight  would  occur— that 
more  money  woula  be  asked  for,  and  that  tbis 
question  would  arise  as  to  these  appropriations. 
Experience  is  worth  somelhiug.  It.  is  do*'  pro- 
posed that  appropriations  snail  be  transferred 
troas  one  object  to  another — that  is,  that  labor 
requires  mors,  and  it  may  be  that  Madisoo  square 
requires  more.  But  we  have  already  appropriated 
$5000  and  spent  it  upon  Madison  square,  and  this 
calls  for  $5000  more.  Without  a  dissenti  g  voice 
we  appropriated  $2000  for  the  improvement  of 
Orchard  park,  which  is  yet  unfinished.  It  has 
not  been  agrsed  to  add  one  ceni  for  Orchard  park, 
while  Madison  square  is  ro  get  $50u0  more.  I  don't 
believe  it  is  right  to  cut  off  Orcha  d  park  and  the 
people  living  in  that  vicinity  with  nothing,  while 
double  the  amount  fiist  appropriated  is  piled 
upon  Madison  square.  It  is  proposed  to 
trausfei  $10,000  from  the  appropriation  for  a 
fence  on  Coininooweaub  av  nue:  aud  to  spend 
$7000  tor  supennteudan.  e  and  labor,  which 
is  all  right.  We  have  got  to  appropri- 
ate it  from  some  source;  but  1  don't  be- 
lieve in  favoiiog  Madison  square  at  ths  expense 
of  Orchard  park.  That  is  this  proposition.  It 
is  n't  right.  I  don't  ask  a  suspension  ot  the  rule, 
and  I  didn't  suppose  any  rjoeubei  of  the  commit- 
tee u  ould  do  it.  Let  this  matier  be  considered, 
aod  let  the  psople  from  Orchard  park  come  before 
ths  Council  and  state  tbeir  grievances.  Let  us 
treat  them  all  equally  and  alike. 

The  order  was  rejected  in  non-concurrence  for 
want  of  two-ttuide — yeas  46,  nays  10: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anoerson,  |Beal„  Brackett,  Bur- 
ditt,  Clarke,  Colline,  Crocker,  dishing,  Cush- 
man,  Damon,  Day,  Devereux,  Duegan,  Edwards, 
Felt,  Fitzgerald,  b'itzpatrick,  Flynn,  Guild,  Har- 
mon, Harrigan,  Hicks,  fiiscock,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kellty,  Kimball,  Kmgsley,  Lappen,  Eeighton, 
Mooney,  Morrison,  Newton,  Noyes,  Page,  Pierce, 
Power,  Sibley,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Tbacb- 
er,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge.  Walsh— 46 

Nays— Messrs.  Burgess,  Curtis,  Parker,  Samp- 
son, Shaw,  Tram,  Wbitcornb,  Wulttnore,  Wilbur, 
WiUcutt— 10. 

Oroer  for  the  Committee  on  Market,  etc.,  to  sell 
a  horse  and  vehicle,  etc.,  the  proceeds  to  be  paid 
to  ths  Collector.    R  ad  twice  and  passed. 

Executive  communication  nominating  Joseph 
A.  Laforme  t>  be  Liceus?  Commissioner,  vice 
Patrick  A..  Co'nns,  resigned.  Nomination  con- 
firmed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Older  for  the  erection  of  a  brick  schoolhouse, 
with  eight  rooms  and  a  hall,  on  the  city  lot  on 
Ashland  street,  West  Roxburv,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $50,000.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $1300  from  "Salaries  for 
Patrolmeu"  to  "Badges,  Wreath-,  Clubs,"  etc.,  in 
Police  appropriation.  Passed  in  concur! ecce — 
veas  51,  n«ys  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  the  vote  whereby  was 
rejected  the  ordei  for  a  loan  of  $205,000,  for  the 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  the  Mystic  Valley,  was 
reconsideied  ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Devereux  of 
Ward  22,  the  older  was  laid  on  the  table. 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserve!.1  Fund 
to  the  Park  Department  of  $7000  to  defiay  ex- 
penses during  piesent  financial  year,  for  clerical 
services,  advertising,  etc.,  "a  considered  under 
uufi  i«hed  business. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— The  object  of  this  appro- 
pri  tion  is  rather  fully  set  forth  in  the  ordei.but  I 
would  like  some  further  explanation  in  regard  to 
it.  When  the-Park  Commissioners  were  appoint- 
ed it  was  uudeistood  that  they  were  to  serve  with- 
out compeaiatioii.  Up  to  this  time  they  have 
made  no  report — asd,  so  far  as  I  know,  they  have 
transacted  no  busines?.  This  seems  to  be  an  un- 
usual call,  and  I  hope  to  have  more  light  upon  the 
subject  before  I  am  called  upon  to  vote  for  it.  I 
should  like  some  member  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee to  gii>e  us  some  light  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— I  can  only  say  that 
the  committee  examined  the  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pense to  be  incurred,  which  were,  for  clerk  bite 
and  phonographic  reports  of  beam  gs,  $2000; 
prlutiug,  $500;  advertising,  $500;  stationery,  $300; 
survejs,  maps,  plans,  etc.,  $3500;  incidentals,  $200; 
iu  alt  $7000.  The  purposes  of  the  commission 
were  explained  before  rbe  Committee  on  Finance, 
who  recommended  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  don  t  believe  I  have  yet 
heard  anything  that  will  answer  the  request  of 
the  gentleman  from  fie  Thirteenth  Ward.  Hav- 
ing baa  something  to  do  with  this  matter  of 
p-rks,  I  should  like  to  be  informed  what  all  this 
means.  1  would  like  to  know  wlut  all  tiis  ex- 
penditure is  ror.  It  I  understand  the  order 
aright,  $7000  are  to  oe  appropriated ;  and  ror 
whit?  Cleik  hire,  etc.,  $2000;  plaos,  maps,  $3500; 
and  in  all,  $7000.  Well,  I  believe  this  Council  pill 
never  vote  for  that  oider  until  we  know  what  it  is. 
It  certainly  should  be  competent  for  some  mem- 
Der  who  rmrociuced  this  order  ro  explain  it.  $7000 
is  not  a  large  amount;  but  it  is  not 
to  be  thrown  away.  No  ieport  has  been  made 
from  the  park  commissioners.  As  I  have  said,  I 
have  had  something  to  do  with  this  park  matter. 
Yet  I  have  been  informed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor 
that  he  nad  appointed  thiee  honorable  gentlemen 
to  act  without;  pay.  Have  they  con»  anything, 
sii?  I  would  like  to  be  infoi  med— and  I  think  I 
have  ths  rig  at,  sir,  before  this  honorable  body,  to 
ask  to  be  informed,  having  done  tnat  which  I 
could,  in  my  humble  capacity,  in  the  passage  of 
the  order  contemplating  the  laying  out  of  dark* — 
I  would  like  to  kr  ow  what  this  commission  have 
done  and  what  they  propose  to  do;  and  I  would 
like  to  see  some  plan  before  this  body  that  would 
warrant  u«  in  expenoing  this  money.  Because,  sir, 
under  the  act.  a  co.c>  of  which  I  bold  in  my  hand, 
such  and  such  powets  are  granted  to  the  commis- 
sioners— "provided,  that  uo  land  shall  be  taken  or 
other  thing  involving  the  expenditure  of  money 
done,  until  an  appropriation,  sufficient  to  cover 
the  estimated  expense  thereof,  shall  have 
been  made  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch 
of  the  City  Council  ot  s*id  city."  What  is  the 
mot  al  of  it?  That  the  City  Council  and  the  mem- 
bers tliHieof  shall  be  satisfied  of  expediency  of 
the  uecessity  of  the  appropriations,  and  that  not 
one  cent  shall  be  ;<pent  until  some  statement  is 
made  by  that  honorable  board  to  us  showing  that 
it  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— If  seems  to  me  the  re- 
mark* of  the  gentleman  are  very  inconsistent. 
He  objects  that  the  Commissioners  have  not  dons 
anything,  and  quotes  the  statute  to  show  that  they 
caDnot  incur  any  expenditure  except  by  authority 
of  the  City  Council.  Now,  when  we  aie  asked  to 
mafce  an  appropriation  to  enable  them  to  do 
something,  he  objects.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
object  of  making  this  appropriation  is  to  enable 
them  to  do  sometkiog. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— Members  of  the  Council 
are  aware  thar  I  was  one  of  the  few  wdo  opposed 
the  passage  of  the  park  order  on  account  of  the 
expense  necessary  to  be  incurred;  but  evea  I  did 
not  suppose  that  the  strongest  advocates  of  the 
park  would  begin  to  contend  against  any  expendi- 
ture so  very  suddenly  after  the  order  was  passed. 
If  the  gentleman  who  asked  the  question  had  but 
listened  while  the  estimates  were  read,  he  would 
see  how  the  expenses  are  made  up.  Any  one 
who  knows  anything  about  the  expeose  of 
shoit-hand  repotting,  knows  that  a  very  few 
long  hearings  will  count  up  five  or  six  hundred 
dollars  in  a  very  short  time.  Then,  as  to  the  mat- 
ter of  plans,  maps  and  surveys,  they  seem  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, if  we  intend  that  they  shall  select  loca- 
tions for  parks.    Those  two  items  constitute  the 
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large  majority  of  the  expenditures.  When  tbe 
Commissioners  were  appointed  it  was  with  the 
understanding  that  they  were  nor  to  accept  a  sal- 
ary ;  but  I  did  not  understand  that  tbey  were  to 
pay  for  cleik  hire,  rent  of  office,  ink,  paper,  etc. 
That,  at  least,  was  to  b?  paid  by  the  city.  Possi- 
bly the  gentlemaa  from  Ward  5  might  expect 
them  to  pay  for  trie  park;  I  "ho old  be  willing  to 
have  them  do  so,  but  they  did  n't  enter  into  any 
such  great  plan. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  should  like  to  ask  how  the  gentle-' 
man  knows  what  theii  plans  are?  Is  he  one  of 
them?  He  assumes  to  kno  *? ;  what  right  has  he 
to  get  up  here  aud  talk  about  the  plan?  of  the 
commissioners?  I  am  for  public  parks,  and  ucoa 
the  basis  which  I  have  stated  here.  I  am  satisfied 
that  these  three  Commissioners  do  nor  iatend  a  y 
such  basis;  and  being  satisfied  uf  that,  as  a  item- 
ber  01  this  Council  I  stand  here  and  s*k  why 
this  expenditure  is  proposed.  I  have  no 
issue  with  thos-  gentlemen.  They  are  com- 
petent ujen,  or  I  presume  the  honorable  head  of 
this  Government  thinks  tbey  are,  or  he  would  not 
have  appointed  th<-.m.  I  know  something  of  the 
matter,  though  it  may  not  become  me  co  blow  my 
own  trumpet.  But,  sir,  I  stand  here  in  the  face 
and  eyes  of  this  whole  city  of  Boston  when  I  s'and 
herein  advocacy  of  public  parks.  I  shall  not  go 
back  upon  my  record,  for  it  i*  too  well  and 
plainly  known  in  this  city  on  this  subject.  I 
shall  advocate  it  with  ali  the  zest  and  vigor 
■which  I  possess  and  upon  the  principle  1  have 
laid  down;  but  I  ask  now,  in  explanation  or  this 
plan,  what  this  money  is  to  be  expended  for. 
Then  I  ask  that  the  honorable  Commissioners 
shall  make  a  report  to  this  Council  ot  what  they 
propose  to  spend  this  mcoeyfor.  This  is  but  a 
small  item,  but  it  may  be  the  entering  wedge.  I 
don't  oppose  anything,  but  I  shall  claim  ths  right 
to  ask  what  they  propose  to  do  with  this  money  be- 
fore I  shall  advocate  tbe  appropriation  of  one  cent. 
I  don't  stand  here  to  oppose  anything;  Iooly  ask 
a  reasonable  proposition,  ana  that  is.  that  the 
honorable  Commissioners  snail  report  to  this 
Council  whac  thty  aie  doing,  what  they  have 
been  doi'igfor  the  last  three  mouths,  arid  whether 
the  principle  involved  in  this  park  bill  has  been 
entered  upon  by  those  gentlemen.  I  don't  say  it 
has  not;  but,  sir,  knowing  something  about  this 
matter,  and  having  put  my  heart  and  soul 
into  it  for  the  last  eighteen  months,  I  think 
I  have  the  right  to  stand  heie  aud  ask 
for  an  explanation  how  this  money  is  to 
be  appropriated,  and  what  is  to  be  their  plan 
of  eperations  henceforth.  They  have  had  time  to 
study  it  during  the  last  three  months.  If  that  is 
an  unreasonable  proposition  I  am  willing  to  be 
voted  down.  I  have  soeat  my  time  and  given  ser- 
vice in  this  Council  to  carrying  through  the 
measure ;  and  when  I  have  been  told  in  the  streets, 
as  I  have  oeen,  that  1  am  carrying  along  the  City 
Council,  and  that  I  am  not  in  the  inteiest  of  tl  e 
people,  I  hope,  sir,  that  every  man,  woman  and 
child  will  read  that  which  I  say  tonight,  and  that 
is,  sir,  not  as  my  worthy  friend  from  the 
Tenth  Ward  would  say  tbat  I  am  not  consisteut 
with  the  course  I  hive  heretofore  maintained. 
Talk  to  me  about  the  taxpayers  of  Boston !  They 
will  be  liberal,  sir,  and  we  as  their  representatives 
will  cany  out  their  libe  al  views.  But  when  I 
lise  here  a»o  say  I  am  not  satisfied  with  this  ex- 
planation, although  the  sum  may  be  small,  I  think 
that  which  I  say  tonight  should,  in  some  degiee, 
be  respected;  and  until  it  bas  been  better, 
more  plainly  ant)  explicitly  stated  than  it  has 
been,  I  shall  not  vote  for  tne  aporopria- 
tiou.  If,  sir,  it  can  be  mor*  plainly  and 
better  stated,  and  it  is  a  proper  thing  to  no,  I 
shall  vote  for  it  with  all  my  heart,  because  my 
heart  is  in  the  measure.  Only  I  wantit  carried  on 
on  a  right  principle,  and  that  is  that  these  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  shall  satisfy  themselves 
that  this  recommendation  comes  from  the  Com- 
missioners. If  the  recommendation  is  right  and 
proper,  I  shall  join  in  ir.  I  have  not  seen  any  re- 
port that  this  order  comes  by  their  authority. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  gentleinau  frccn 
Ward  5,  at  the  commencement  of  his  remarks,  as- 
sumed to  state  that  the  Park  Commi  sioners  did 
not  contemplate  such  a  system  ot  patks  as  he 
favorf.  Were  I  inclined  to  enter  into  a  per.-ooal 
discussion,  I  might  ttoperly  ask  him,  as  he  asked 
the  gentlemau  upon  his  lett  [Mr.  Howes],  by  whac 
i  ight  does  he  assume  to  speak  for  the  Park  Com- 
missioners? 

Mr.  Shaw— I  did  not 

Mr.  Kimball— Is  he  in  their  secrets?  Is  he  oue 
of  them? 


Mr.  Shaw — I  never  spoke  for  them,  never  as- 
sumed to  speak  for  the  Park  Commissioners. 
Never,  sir,  never.    That  is  not  my  business. 

Mr.  Kimbill—  I  did  not  rise  to  enttr  into  a  per- 
sonal discussion  with  the  gentleman  f  ion.  Ward 
5.  It  is  proper  that  he  and  every  other  member  of 
the  Council  should  ask  for  what  purpose  money 
asked  I  or  by  any  officer  or  commission  appointed 
by  the  city  is  to  be  used.  If  the  gentleman  will 
take  the  pains  to  look  at  the  pic  ted  transcript  of 
our  proceedings  he  will  see  that  there  is  not  a 
particle  of  danger  that  any  portion  of  the  87000 
will  be  expendeo  in  the  purchase  of  land.  The 
order  appropriates  §7000  to  constituie  a  fund  tobe 
used  during'  the  present  financial  yar  bv  these 
Park  Com rhissioner-  for  clernai  services,  adver- 
tising, printing,  surveys,  maps,  plans,  stationery 
and  incidentals.  Now,  I  appeal  lo  every  member 
of  the  Council  if  it  is  possible  for  the  Park  Com- 
missioners to  do  any ch>"s;  for  the  transaction  of 
tbe  business  for  which  they  were  appointed  with- 
out money  *-ith  which  to  pay  the  bills  that  must 
necessarily  be  incurred  before  any  report  can  be 
made  to"  the  City  Government.  I  hope  we 
shall  at  once  proceed  to  vote  upon  this  mat- 
ter, and  if  we  are  not  willing  to  tiust  the 
gentlemen  who  have  beerrjappointea  Park  Com- 
missio  ~ers  with  a.  tuco  for  toe  payment  of  neces- 
sary expenses,  that  we  shall  sav  so:  and  that  if 
we'are  satisfied  that  the  Comruissioueis  can  be 
trusted  to  *peud  the  sum  of  money  as  stated  to  us 
in  detail.JI  hope  we  shall  say  so;  but  tnatthis  mat- 
ter will  not  be  fuither  discussed,  add  that  weshall 
proceed  with  the  regular  business  of  the  evenirg. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  hone  taere  will  not  be 
a  dissenticg  voice  ag;mst  the  passage  of  this  or- 
der. I  hope  the  Council  will  not  be  misled  by  ths 
discussion  which  has  been  opened  uere.  "  The 
thing  seems  to  be  so  plain  that  there  certainly 
ought  to  be  to  votes  against  it.  The  Citv  Council 
voted  to  take  action  towards  the  establishment  of 
puiilic  narks,  and  tbrougn  their  influence  a  bill  to 
that  effect  was  passed  by  the  Legislature.  Three 
geotleraen  have  been  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
question  and  report  to  theCouncil  what  canbe  done. 
Those  gentlemen  simply  ask  foi  an  appropriation 
to  meet  the  necessary  expense  of  ma.ung  the  re- 
port -  hich  the  gentleman  from  Ware.  5  wishes. 
Does  he  require  a  daily  r  port  ot  what  they  intend 
to  do?  They  simplv  require  money  for  engineer- 
ing, for  surveys  and  plans,  in  outer  to  make  a  re- 
port to  the  Council.  I  do  cot  pretend  to  stand 
here  for  che  Park  Commissioner- ;  nave  never  ex- 
changed a  «ord  with  them  ou  the  subject.  I  vot- 
ed against  the  park  order;  but  it  would  he  vny 
meau,  after  appointing  them,  not  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  work  they  are  to  do. 

Mr.  Shiw — In  response  to  the  gentlemen,  allow 
me  co  sav  I  never  made  a  single  exception  to  the 
action  of  th~  Park  Commissioners.  They  are  uot 
before  us;  they  have  never  made  a  report  to  us 
upon  these  expenditures.  I  don't  know  where 
this  oraer  came  from.  The  Pars  Coinmi-'-ioners 
are  noc  before  us  in  any  sense  of  the  worn.  I 
make  no  exception  to  them  as  boaor*ble  gentle- 
men. I  only  ask  that  they  shall  lay  some  plan 
before  us  to  show  what  is  to  be  tneir  plan  of 
action,  l  never  objected  to  plans,  m  p-,  sur- 
veys. The  gentleman  fiom  Waid  10  entire- 
ly begs  the  question,  as  does  also  tne  gentle- 
man from  the  Sixth  Ward.  I  only  quoted  the 
law.  Then,  sir.  we  are  bound  to  hear  from  tlie 
Park  Commissioners  over  their  own  signatures. 
Are  *e  such  a  body  that  *se  have  no  right  to  ex- 
pect Mich  a  tbiug  from  them?  Are  they  not  re- 
sponsible to  us?  I  ask  it  iu  all  lea'son  aud 
common  sense.  I  oou't  object  to  them:  they  are 
all  honorable  gentlemen.  But  I  want  to  "know 
wh-^t  is  to  be  then  plan  of  action ;  and  when  the 
learned  gentleman  from  the  Sixth  Ward  says  that 
I  undertake  to  speak  for  tin*  Park  Commis- 
sioners, 1  deny  it  in  toto.  I  say  it.  from 
what  I  have  learned  by  common  talk"  and  com 
inou  uiidersundiug.  that  wtieu  three  gentlemen 
ana  their  families  own  $603,000  worta  of  real  es- 
tate within  a  stone's  throw  ot  where  it  is  proposed 
to  make  a  water  paik,  they  can  well  afford— and  I 
charge  nobody,  sir— to  woi"tt  without  pay.  1  charge 
nobody,  sir.  That  is  *  broad,  bold  statement ;  but 
it  is  true,  every  word  of  it,  sir,  for  tba  records 
upon  the  assessors'  books  will  show  it.  The 
honorable  Mayor  has  appointed  three  Commis- 
sioners of  hisowu  choire.  The  people  have  no 
chance.  The  people  are  not  to  be  heard  in  any 
ouch  sense  as  will  grant  or  secure  to  th-nn  their 
rights.  The  Commissioners  hare  been  appointed. 
and  I  don't  iateud  to  say  one  word  against  them  ; 
but  they  have  been  appointed  from  oue  eeitaio  lo- 
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cality  of  this  city,  within,  a  stone'9  thiow  of  which 
$600,000  worth  of  property— 

The  President—  The  gentleman  will  confine  bun- 
self  to  the  subject  under  discussion. 

Mr.  Shaw— Is  controlled  by  the  Coeomissione/s 
or  tlieir  families. 

The  President— The  gentleman  has  already  stat- 
ed, what  i?  undoubtedly  a  fact,  that  the  question 
1*  not  in  regard  to  the  Comurissioieis,  but  to  tbe 
appropriation  to  perform  a  specific  work. 

Mr.  Shaw— Precisely. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  wandering 
from  tbe  proper  subject  of  discussion. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  am  only  illustrating  my  reasons  for 
wnat  I  have  stated,  and  I  propose  to  stand  by 
them. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  C — The  gentleman  objects 
that  the  Commissioners  have  made  no  foruni  re- 
port over  their  own  signauur.- .  1  suppose  tne  re- 
quest for  an  appropriation  has  been  made  in  tne 
ordinary  manner.  They  have  made  a  statement 
to  the  Vinaoce  Committee  of  what  money  they 
need  to  enable  them  to  go  on  with  the  business, 
and  the  comuiittfe  have  leported  to  this  body. 
The  items  for  which  they  want  the  money  has  been 
represented  to  us,  the  principal  one  being  $3500 
for  surveys,  maps,  plans,  etc.,  in  order  to  enable 
the  Commissioners  to  learn  tb©  chai  acter  of  the 
country  about  the  city,  so  that  tiey  can  judge  in- 
telligently as  to  it'  adaptability  for  a  park  or 
paiks.  That  is  evidently  a  matter  upon  which  it 
is  important  that  toey  should  have  the  fullest  and 
most  complete  information.  Another  large  item 
is  for  clerk  hire  and  stenogiaphic  leports.  They 
have  had  one  bearing  and  aie  going  to  have  more, 
and  it  is  verv  import  jut  that  they  should  have  a  full 
report  of  all  that  is  said,  so  ihat  the  whole  subject 
may  be  studied  carefully  and  that  all  the  plans 
before  them  maybe  fully  understood.  It  is  im- 
portant that  they  should  be  able  to  incur  that  ex- 
pense, and  that  the;  should  not  b9  compelled  to 
trust  to  their  memories  for  what  is  said  at  these 
hearings.  Those  are  the  only  two  large  items ;  the 
others  are  smaller  ones.  It  is  evident  tbat  if  the 
Park  Commissioners  are  going  to  do  what  they 
weie  appointed  lor  it  is  necessary  tbey  should 
have  ample  maans;  and  for  tbat  reason 
they  have  informally  asked  tbat  this  aporopna- 
t:oo  be  made.  It  is  n't  to  be  expected  tuat  ihey 
would  state,  in  the  first  place,  what  paiks  they 
are  gome  to  lav  out.  They  want  this  money  to 
find  out  whether  it  slull  be  one  park  or  a  series  of 
parks.  As  we  have  had  the  commission  appoint- 
ed to  consider  this  matter,  I  h  >pe  we  shall  give 
them  the  necessary  appliances  to  doit  intelligent- 
ly and  properly. 

Mr.  Guild  o£  Ward  0 — Ao  a  member  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  I  will  state  that  an  order  was 
passed  by  the  City  Council  to  provide  the  means 
xor  the  Commissioners  to  procure  clerical  services, 
maps  and  survevs,  etc.  The  list  of  items  was 
read  to  the  committee  by  the  chairmau,  his  honor 
the  Mayor,  and  we  were  informed  that  the  Park 
Commissioners  bad  been  consulted,  and  baa  gone 
carefully  over  the  list  in  order  to  see 
what  their  requirements  ^s'ould  be.  His 
honor  submitted  this  list  to  us  as  what 
would  be  required.  We  gave  it  care- 
ful consiueratiou,  concluded  that  that  amount 
would  meet  the  lequirements  of  the  commission, 
and  that  it  should  be  put  to  their  ci edit,  to  be 
drawn  fiom  for  necessaiy  expenses.  It  doesn't 
folio  wthat,  because  we  appropriate  $2000  to  enable 
them  to  make  a  report  bere.auy  misappropriation 
of  funds  will  take  place.  We  a»l  knowthat.  not.  one 
dollar  can  be  spent  for  park  property — whether 
$600,000  is  in  one  man"s  family,  and  $50  in  anoth- 
er's—until it  is  submitted  bete  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. All  that  is  askec  is  that  the  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  and  approved  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  may  have  the  means  to 
carry  out  their  work  and  present  plans  for  our 
approval  or  disapproval.  If  they  present 
plans  that  will  throw  money  into  the  pock- 
ets of  speculators,  then  the  gentlemen 
here  who  are  always  ready  io  raise  tbeir 
voices  against  unjust  expenditures,  can  do 
so.  The  Commissioners  cannot  move  a  peg  unless 
they  have  an  appropriation  tor  the  office  and  otn- 
er  necessaiy  expenses  of  presentina  an  intelli- 
gent plan,  whicn  is  all  this  order  contemplates. 

Before  toe  result  was  announced  Mr.  Crocker  of 
Ward  6  changed  his  vote  from  yea  to  nay,  in  or- 
der to  move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  then  raised  the  point 
that  under  rule  6  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  who  was  in 


his  seat,  should  either  vote  or  give  his  reasons  for 
not  voting. 

Mr.  Shaw — If  you  understand  the  rules  better 
thau  1  do  you  bad  better  mess  your  suggestion. 

The  Clerk  called  Mr.  Shaw's  name  again,  but  be  • 
did  not  answer. 

The  order  ^as  declared  rejected  for  want  of  a 
two-thirds  vote— y-  as  44,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Bracket t,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Coyle,  Curtis,  Crushing,  Cushman,  Da- 
moi.Dav,  Devereux,  Edwards,  Felt.  Fitzgerald, 
FitzpatricK-,  Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock, 
Howes,  Jaques,  Kimball, Kingsiey,  Lappen, Leigh- 
ton,  Morrison,  Newton,  Page.  Paiker.  Pierce, 
Power,  Sampson,  Sprague,  Ptacey,  Sweetser, 
Thacher.  Trn'l,  Wads  worth,  Walsh.  .Wnitccmb, 
Whitmore,   Wilbur,  Willcutt-44. 

Kays— Messrs.  Crocker,  Hicks,  Kel  ey,  Mooney, 
Osbo'ine,  Walbriuge— 6. 

VEGETABLE    MARKET. 

The  order  for  a  transfer  of  $6000  to  complete  the 
grading  of  the  Meicantile-wharr  property — leased 
tor  a  vegetable  market— was  cot  side  red  under 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— I  move  to  lav  the 
order  on  tha  table.    ■ 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hope  ths  gentleman  will 
give  some  reason  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Samoeon— It  is  aoparent,  sir,  that  we  have 
just  barely  a  qujram  here  tonight  and  I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  have  the  order  lie  oa  the  table 
until  there  is  a  full  attendance. 

Mr.  Flynn— There  is  moie  thao  a  quorum  pres- 
ent, two-thirds  naving  just  voted. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Waid  6  -I  hooe  the  order  w'll  be 
allowed  to  lie  upon  the  table,  for  the  leason 
given.  It  has  been  with  tbe  utmot  difficulty 
tnat  we  bav-,  been  able  to  get  a  two-thirds  vote 
upon  any  question  that  has  been  before  the 
Council  tonight.  Oa  one  vote  tae  affiimatives 
and  negatives  barely  exceeded  fifty,  and  it  has 
been  necessary  to  send  in  the  arteroom  to  get 
numbers  to  come  into  their  seats  and  vote  upon 
questions  before  tbe  Council.  If  two-thirds  of 
the  menbers  of  the  Coudcii  do  not  take 
interest  eoough  in  the  city's  business  ro  jfCt 
upon  measures  before  the  council,  requiri.-g  a 
two-thirds  vote,  I  think  tbat  is  a  sufficient  answer 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  for  a  reason  for  the 
motion  to  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table. 

The  oroer  was  tabled. 

CLASSIFICATION     OF    JUVENILE     OFFENDERS    AND 
TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

The  order  for  Committee  oo  Public  Institutions 
to  report,  in  two  weeks  from  Sept.  16  last,  on  the 
renort  of  tbe  Board  of  Directors,  especially  on 
pages  30  and  31  of  such  document,  w  as  considered 
under  unfinished  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Waid  15,  the  order 
was  amended  by  substituting  "September  23"  for 
"September  16." 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  trust  tbe  order  will 
pass,  but  I  wis;i  to  make  an  inquiry  of  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  (Mr.  Page),  wbo  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  in  regard  to  a  remark 
made  at  the  last  meeting.  He  said  the  directors 
had  some  project  in  view,  during  the  first  part 
of  the  year,  and  put  an  item  into  their  estimates  to 
cover  the  cost;  and  as  that  item  would  be  some 
guide  to  tbe  Council  in  regard  to  the  expense  of 
this  measure,  if  adopted,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire 
through  you,  sir,  the  amount  of  the  item  rep<  rted 
iu  the  estimates  and  stricken  out  by  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— The  item  in  the  estimates 
of  the  directors  was  $45,000,  which  they  requested 
for  the  erection  at  Deer  Island  of  a  building  to 
be  useci  exclusively  as  a  school  for  those  who  are 
sent  to  tbe  House  of  Reformation  as  truants,  but 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  in  their 
wisdom  saw  fit  to  strike  it  out. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

TERRACE  STREET. 

A  communication  was  received  from  tbe  Street 
Commissioners  transmitting  a  resolve  and  order 
for  tbe  laying  out  of  Terrace  street  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  102),  at  au  adjudged  expense  of  $26,- 
841.30,  and  tbat  the  damages  to  parts  of  estates 
taken  are  tbe  sums  set  against  them  in  the  sched- 
ule annexed : 
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Estates. 


II 


If 


Unknown  owners Terrace  st 

The  s.  B.Williams...  " 

Boston  Car  Spr'g  Co.  " 

Roger  Drury " 

George  E.  Martin.. ..K|.aerr  °facPear" 

Caroline  P.  Currier.  .5  Parker  place 

Unknown  owners....  " 

Michael  Killion 6  " 

Sarah  M.  &  Thos.  E. 

Graves " 

Roger  Drury Drury  place.... 

Unknown  owners....  " 

Andrew  Weber " 

Jame^W.  Drury " 

Roger  Drury " 

Heirs  of  Samuel  A. 

Way Gore  avenue. . . 

Unknown  owners ....  " 

John  Egan " 

Heirs  of  Samuel  A. 

Way " 

Ellen  J.  Mulladj "       - 

James  Carney " 

Ellen  McGinnis  and 

Mary  A.  Duffy, " 

James  Carney " 


,26,563 
628 

1,402 
14,807 

1,573 

,  1,872 
1,143 
2,994 

440 
3,127 
1,141 

161 
2,707 

562 

5,963 
3,772 


85 
313 
476 

394 
131 


50 
55 

60 
75 

75 

63 


80 
1.00 


1.00 
1.00 


1.15 
1.00 


&s- 

acre  s 
:  5§ 
:  o  c 

■  s=  5- 
:  0,0 

■  »« 

314*66 

921.10 
2;OOU.OO 

943.80 

5,154.00 

2,645'.50 

264.00 


128.80 
5,165.60 


4,770.40 

593166 

68.00 

1,313.00 

476.00 

1,953.10 

m.oo 


70,847     ....    26,841.30 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Paae  of   Ward  9.  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.    Seat  up. 

PETITION    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  F.  C. 
Shedd  for  leave-  to  erect  a  wooden  building,  situ- 
ated on  Dud'ey  street  near  Wortrs  place,  Ward  16. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.    Seot  up. 

NORTH  MARKET  STREET  URINAL. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Waid  7  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Com  m  ittte  ou  Health,  to  ivbom  was 
referred  The  petition  of  Watts  &  Willis  and  oth- 
ers, that  the  order  to  place  a  urinal  in  North  Mar- 
ket street  be  rescinded,  have  examined  into  the 
facts  and  report  that  by  an  oider  of  ihe  City 
Couucil,  passed  August  1,  1874,  the  Boaid  of 
Health  were  authorized  to  locate  urinals 
upon  the  Common  and  other  places  in  the 
city  therein  designated.  Among  these  places 
were  Haymarket  square  and  North  Mar- 
ket street.  The  location  in  Hayniarket 
square  apnears  to  be  a  proper  one,  as  it  is  not  in 
ths  roadway  of  said  square;  but  the  location  in 
North  Market  street  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  an  illegal  one,  as  it  is  in  the  roadway  of 
said  street,  which  the  city  ot  Boston,  by  any 
agent,  caonot  encumber  without  legislative  au- 
thority, and  an  injunction  against  the  proposed 
proceeding  nas  been  iosued  by  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court.  The  committee  therefore  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordereo.  That  so  much  of  the  oideroassed  Avis'. 
1, 1874,  woicb  authorized  the  Board  of  Health  to 
construct  a  nrioal  in  North  Market  street  be  and 
it  is  hereby  rescinded ;  and  said  board  are  direct- 
ed to  lestore  the  pavement  of  Nor.b  Market  street 
to  the  condition  which  evistecL  previous  to  the 
contemplated  construction  of  said  urinal. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.     Sent  up. 

ROLES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Rules  and  Or- 
ders on  the  Dart  of  tha  Council  be  instructed  to 
inquiie  and  report  whether  any  changes  in  tbe 
present  rules  and  orders  of  this  body  are  desirable 
or  expedient. 

Mr.  Crocker— It  has  occurred  to  several  gentle- 
men that  the  experience  of  this  year  has  shown  tbat 
one  or  two  changes  in  the  rules  are  desirable.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year  these  matters  have  to  be 
considered  in  a  great  horry,  and  it  was  thought 
that  one  or  two  beneficial  alteiations  might  be 
made  at  tbe  present  time. 

Tbe  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  NEW  CHARTER. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  to  take  from  tbe 
table  the  new  draft  of  the  city  charter,  as  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  (City  Doc),  giving  no- 
tice that  he  would  move  to  specially  assign  it  to 
two  weeks  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  hoped  the  motiou  would 
prevail  and  the  assignment  be  made,  as  some  con- 


sideration and  definite  action  was  due  to  thc  enn- 
misoioners,  tbe  Board  of  Alo'eimen,  and  the  com- 
mittee who  bad  spent  so  much  time  on  it. 

Mr.  Howes  said  it  was  apparent  that  common 
courtesy  required  that  something  should  be  done, 
after  the  labor  given  to  it  by  the  commissioners 
and  ths  other  branch.  He  was  doubtful  whether 
either  of  the  tbree  drafts  would  meet  tbe  favor  of 
tbe  CojncU,  but  the  Dieseut  time  seems  auspi- 
cious for  debate,  ad  the  Council  would  better  give 
voice  to  its  sentiments  than  ignore  tbe  subject, 
which  is  of  too  great  importance  to  treat  so 
shabbily. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  hoped  that  the  assign- 
ment would  not  prevent  the  consideration  at  the 
same  time  if  the  substitute  resolves  on  the  ten- 
ure of  office  offered  by  bim  (City  Doc.  69),  and 
desired  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  as  to  That  tbe  ef- 
fect of  the  notion,  if  adop'red,  would  be  upon 
them,  a-  he  did  not  desii  e  to  complicate  matters. 

The  President  ruled  that  it  would  be  necessary, 
if  tbe  charter  was  assigned  as  proposed,  to  take 
the  resolves  lr  m  tbe  table  at  some  time  prior  to 
the  hour  of  that  assignment  and  assign  them  to 
the  same  time,  as  tb'y  are  in  some  sense  an  inde- 
pendent matter. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7  said  Mi .  Whitmore 
had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  nursing  all  nis  babes 
and  pet  measures  iD  the  Con  ceil,  but  was  afraid 
this  one  would  be  laid  quietly  in  its  cradle,  unless 
it  could  be  specially  assigned  at  the  same  time,  as 
he  could  not  offer  them  while  they  were  on  the 
table.  He  inquired  whether  au  original  amend- 
ment embodying  all  tbat  is  incorpoiated  in  the 
resolves  could  not  be  offered  when  the  charter 
was  aiscusssd? 

Tbe  President  ruled  tbat  such  an  amendment 
could  be  offered  then,  though  tbe  resolves  could 
»ot  be  offered  a«  a  substitute  if  they  remained  on 
the  table. 

Tbe  dr^ft  of  the  charter  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  specially  assigned  to  two  weeks  from 
tonight,  at  8%  o'clock  P.  M. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  submitted  tbe  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  purchase  of  the  heirs  of 
J.  H.  Billings  and  others  16,000  feet  of  land,  more 
or  lei' ,  situated  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  West  Rox- 
bury,  aojoiniag  tbe  Mt.  Vernon  Grammar  School- 
house,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  tbe  sum  of  nine  and 
one-quarter  cents  per  square  foot,  ana  erect  tbere- 
on  an  engine  bouse  from  placs  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  at  an  estimated 
cost  for  land  and  buildings  of  $5000,  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation  already  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  8urditt,  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Committee  oi  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  fir  up  the  public  barhhouse 
o  l  Cabot  street  for  the  use  of  an  evening  school 
as  soon  as  tbe  bathing  season  for  the  ptesent  year 
closes;  tbe  expense  for  tbe  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Scboolhouses,  Public  Bnild- 
iugs. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  and  passed. 
S?ut  up. 

WORK     FOR    THE  UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13  offered  the  fol'owing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  as  early  as  practicable  whether 
there  are  any  unexpended  balances  of  appropria- 
tions which  can  be  transferred  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Paving  Department  and  u*ed  advan- 
tageously during  the  present  financial  year  in  ex- 
tending the  appropriations  of  that  department. 

Mr.  Train— The  reason  for  offering  tae  order  is 
obvious.  The  discharge  of  so  roan.v~uieu  f  om  tbe 
Common,  paving,  sewer  and  other  departments  is 
getting  to  be  a  very  serious  matter.  I  am  besieged 
from  morning  till  night  by  men  whom  I  know  to 
be  worthy,  wlio  htve  families  to  support,  and  ara 
desirous  of  secuiiug  work.  I  bethought  me  that 
if  some  transfers  could  be  made  from  unexpend- 
ed appropriations  and  applied  t"r  tbis  purpose,  it 
might  be  a  oenefit  to  the  poor  workmen  and  to  the 
city,  as  we  can  procure  labor  and  materials  at 
niiich  less  prices  than  usual.  I  hope  the  order 
will  meet  tbe  approval  of  the  Council  and  be 
passed. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

SITE  EOR  CITY     POINT    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Page  of  AVard  9  moved  to  take  from  tbe  ta- 
ble the  report  and  order  tor  the  purchase  of  cer- 
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tain  lots  of  land  on  Fourth  street,  near  O  streeti 
as  a  schnolhouse  site,  at  not  exceeding  seventy- 
five  cents  a  foot,  giving  notice  that  lie  aesired  to 
move  its  recommital  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction. 

Mr.  Flynn  of.  Ward  7  hoped  it  would  remain  on 
the  table  until  the  senior  member  r'toin  Ward  12 
[Mr.  Wilson],  who  has  some  interest  in  the  matter, 
is  present. 

Mr.  Page  said  the  reasons  for  a  recommittal 
were  that  the  committee  were  divided  in  opinion 
as  to  the  advisability  of  purchasing  this  lot,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  the  cheapest  offered,  and 
thought  by  some  to  be  a  good  investment  for  the 
city.  Since  then,  niftnibers  have  found  a  loc  that 
cai  be  hid  at  several  cents  a  footless  than  this 
one,  which  is  equally  well  situated,  and  a  recom- 
mittal seems  uropei,  as  it  might  be  the  means  of 
saving  several  hundred  dollars  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Flyin  rocollectea  that  the  committee 
thought  there  snould  be  no  schoolnouse  there  at 
all,  to  which  he  did  not  agree.  He  did  not  believe 
in  recommitting  the  order,  tnat  the  committee 
might  dicker  with  proprietors  to  get  land  at  a  re- 
duced price. 

Mr.  Page  said  no  contract  had  been  made  to 
purchase  any  land:  parties  are  anxious  to  dispose 
of  a  lot  at  seventy-five  cents  a  foot.  The  commit- 
tee ate  not  unanimous  in  believing  that  a  school- 
house  is  needed  there,  and  this  lot  was  reported 
mainly  because  it  was  supposed  to  be  a  good  in- 
vestment at  the  price  named.  Proposals  have 
since  been  made  to  purchase  lots  tormeily  consid- 
ered at  a  higher  price,  but  now  offeied  at  much 
reduced  figutos;  and  it  is  desirable  to  pay  the 
lowe-t  price. 

Mr.  Damon  of  Ward  12—1  think  there  is  some 
misundQrstauding  about  this  lot  being  selfcted  as 
a  good  investment  for  the  city  to  make  in  view  of 
its  being  needed  for  a  schoolnouse  at  some  future 
time.  There  is  reed  of  a  schoolnouse  in  thar  lo- 
cality now,  and  a  great  deal  of  time  has  been 
sp?nt  in  investigating  the  matter,  and  the 
committee  have  decided  in  favor  of  this  location, 
which,  all  things  consideied,  seems  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  case.  It  is  an  important 
matter,  and  some  action  should  be  taken 
at  once,  and  a  site  for  a  primary  school- 
house  provided.  It  has  been  before  the 
Council  a  great  many  tunes;  money  has  b?en 
appropriated  foi  the  purchase  of  the  lot,  and  I 
hone  the  order  will  not  be  recommitted  wituout 
some  good  reason.  If  seven  1  hundred  dollars 
can  be  saved  and  an  equally  desirable  lot  selected 
by  a  recommittal,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  it. 
I  should  first  like  to  know  the  location  of  the  other 
lots  proposed  to  be  purchased. 

Mr.  Page— I  believe  1  have  given  the  leasons 
which  the  gentleman  states  will  be  good  ones  for 
a  iecommittal.  The  lot  reported  was  not  the  one 
recommended  by  the  school  committee  of  the 
Twelfth  Ward;  I  think  they  were  unan- 
imously in  tavor  of  anothei  one.  This  lot 
was  reported  solely  because  it  could  be 
purchase's  at  a  less  price.  The  matter  was 
pending  in  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
considerably  more  than  a  year  before  an  appro- 
priation was  provided  tor  it  last  year  at  the  in- 
stance of  a  member  of  the  Council  who  was  anx- 
ious that  a  fchoolhouse  should  be  provided  at 
City  Point.  It  is  questionable  in  the  minds  of  many 
whethfti  there  should  be  apnmary-school  building 
at  South  Boston  Point ;  but  I  am  certain  this  or- 
der was  put  in  because  it  was  felt  to  be  a  good 
trade  for  the  city,  and   the  matter  of   2.  building 


was  left  to  a  future  government  to  determine. 
Since  then  a  lot  has  been  offered  at  a 
price  that,  will  save  several  hundred  dollars 
to  the  city — I  can't  tell  bow  many — ifwegetup 
competition  among  the  owners,  as  it  is  an  excel- 
lent time  to  purchase  laDd.  Although  the  gentle- 
man trom  Ward  7  does  not  think  it  proper  to  run 
round  and  dicker  with  owners,  I  think  it  perfect- 
ly pioper  that  tbe  committee  should  be  in  a 
position  to  let  the  owners  of  lots  come 
to  them  to  dicker  aud  try  to  sell  their  lr..nd, 
for  in  that  way  we  can  get  tbe  lowest  price.  The 
committee  will  not  report  a  different  lot  unless 
they  secuie  one  equally  good  and  at  a  much  less 
price. 

Mr.  Flyon-I  do  think  the  committee  should  go 
round  and  get  land  at  the  lowest  price;  but  after 
the  majority  have  once  agreed  to  take  a 
lot  and  reported,  I  think  it  is  unfair  to  the 
gentleman  owning  tbe  land  that  the  committee 
should  go  back  and  ask  him  to  take  off  five  or  ten 
cents  a  foot.  Still,  I  think  my  reason  is  a 
good  one  tor  not  caking  up  the  matter  to- 
night, as  I  think  it  can  be  shosvu  that  a 
school  is  required  there.  Quite  a  number 
of  children  are  sent  10  scl  ool  iii  halls 
and  other  places,  for  whom  good  s<  bool  accommo- 
tlatioos  should  be  provided.  I  hope  the  matter 
will  not  be  taken  up  till  Colonel  Wilson  is  present. 

Tbe  motion  was  lost— 12  for,  22  against. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF    CRIMINALS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  moved  to  take  from 
tbe  table  the  City  Doc.  71,  viz.,  the  report 
and  order  on  the  employment  of  ciitninals  at 
the  House  of  Collection,  giving  notice  that  be  de- 
sired to  have  it  specially  assigned  to  half-past 
eight  o'clock  of  the  next  meeting.  He  hoped  the 
committee  would  be  given  a  hearing,  a1'  the  mat- 
ter was  laid  on  the  table  at  the  instance  of  the 
directors. 

THE  ABSENCE   OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  asked  if  a  quorum  was 
present,  as  les?  than  a  quorum  did  not  vote  the 
last  time. 

Tbe  President— In  ferentiallv  it  would  appear 
that  no  quorum  is  present,  but  the  Ctr,ii  hay  no 
official  iuioiinationl 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  moved  that  tbe  roll  be 
called. 

The  motion  prevailed— 22  for,  8  against. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  would  like  to  suggest  that  as  the 
names  of  those  present  at  the  roll-call  did  not  ap- 
pear tn  the  last  report,  I  hope  they  will  not  be 
omitted  again. 

The  President— It  is  hoped  the  transcript  of  the 
records  will  be  full. 

The  roll  was  called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Collins,  Crocker,  Curtis,  Cusbman,  Da- 
mon, Dever^ux,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatrick, 
Flynn,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks,  Howes,  Jaques, 
Kimball,  Kingsley,  Lappen,  Mooney,  Morrison, 
Noyen,  Page,  Parker,  Pierce,  Power,  Rice,  Samp- 
sou,  Shaw,  Sprague,  Stacey,  Sweetser,  Thacher, 
Train,  Trull,  Wads^orth,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt-  44. 

Absent— Messrs.  Ancerson,  Barrv,  Bent,  Bur- 
ditt,  Cawley,  Coyle,  Cushing,  Day,  Duggan,  Felt, 
G-oldthwait,  Harngan,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kings- 
bury, Leightoo,  Long,  Loring,  Moley,  Murray, 
Newton,  Osborne,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Sibley, 
Smith,  Wilson,  Woods— 28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  the  Coun- 
cil voted— 24  for,  21  against— to  adjourn. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermeu, 

SEPTEMBER    27,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P,  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  diawn  for  tbe 
October  term  of  tbe  Superior  Criuinal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Wood  arid 
Bark— Alfred  r.  Greene. 

Constables— Samuel  Nasi,  William  H.  Swift. 

Special  Police  Officers— James  Brennan,  Oak- 
land Hall,  Mattapau;  Edward  L.  McEachran, 
Poplarstreet  and  itsvicinit>  ;  Page  Moore, Du  ley- 
street  Baptist  Church. 

ORDER  OF     NOTICE. 

The  expediency  of  constructing  a  sewer  in 
BoylSDon  street,  West  Roxbuiy,  between  Wasb- 
ingtou  street  and  BoyNton  avenue,  was  consiu- 
ered  ou  an  order  of  notice.  No  one  appealed  to 
object  and  the  subject  was  recommitted  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  J.  G.  &  N.  G. 
Hook,  et  at.,  that  Everett  street  and  Western  ave- 
nue, in  Ward  19,  be  lighied. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
George  H.  Davis,  that  certain  condition*  running 
with  bis  land  on  East  Newton  st. eet  be  changed 
info  "restrictions" ;  xl  for  change  in  conditions 
of  land  on  East  Newton  street,  adjoining  cue  bur- 
ial  ground, 

To  the  Committee  on  Hewers.  George  W.  Fowle 
el  al.,  for  sewers  in  L  imartine.  Chestnut  and 
Boyls.on  streets. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Bu.lrungs,  tot  sewer 
in  King  street,  aear  the  scooolhouse. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  P.  Murry,  t«r  leave  to  occupy  an  old  shed 
or  stable  ror  one  horse  ou  Second  st-eet,  No.  683. 

Samuel  B.  Peirce,  for  leave  to  oceupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  tor  four  horses  on  Columbia  street, 
Ward  10. 

Edward  Wiuslo.v,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
voo  len  stable  for  one  hoise  on  Havre  stieet,  iear 
264. 

Martin  Trautman,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horre  on  "Warien  stteet, 
corner  of  Dale  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Charles  W.  Grant, 
for  leave  to  maintain  and  use  a  hoisting  beam  ai 
61  Kilby  street. 

Arthur  Pickering,  to  bepaidfordamagescaueed 
by  grading  Atlantic  avenue,  nesr  his  estate. 

Murphy,  Leavens  &  Co.,  that  Clark  stieet,  be- 
tween Hanover  and  Commercial  streets,  be  re- 
paved  or  repaired. 

Josiah  Dunham  et  al.,  that  Story  street  and 
Sixth  street,  from  G  to  H  street,  be  graded. 

Hus-ey  &  Lowe,  that  Rochester  street,  opposite 
Nos.  24  to  34  inclusive,  be  close  i  temporarily. 

L.  M.  Child  et  al.,  thAt  East  Filth  street  be  grad- 
ed, etc. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  move  «ooden  buildings — 
James  Mellsn,  from  Washburn  stieet  to  Gardner 
street,  Ward  19;  William  R.  Cavanagh,  two  build- 
ings across  Aioany  street. 

Peter  B.  Brighten,  C.  Sborey,  George  G.  Crocker 
aud  eighty-one  orheis,  chat  Chardon  street  may 
be  paved. 

P.  J.  Stons  et  al.,  that  Thompson  square  be 
numoeied. 

F.  J.  Humphrey  et  al,  that  eagestones  be  set  on 
portions  of  Park,  AshlaDd  and  Everett  streets, 
Ward  16. 

Alpbeus  Hardy,  trustee,  et  a£.,rhat  Friend  street 
be  repaved  with  granite  blocks. 

Petitions  tor  edgestooes  in  front  of  estates  of 
JohuStanto.',  Walkhill  street;  Albert  Webster, 
Townsend  street; Hugh  O'Brien, Townsend  street; 
Ci  y  ot  Boston,  Fifth  street;,  between  B  and  C 
streets;  Rodney  Presby  &  Co.,  at  stable  on.  Sixth 
street,  between  B  and  C  streets. 

Petitions  for  orick  sidewalks  in  front  )f  estates 
of  James  Mahoney,  294  Bunker  Hill  street;  Mi- 
ua*el  Slyne,  182-184  Third  stree; ;  John  English, 
Paris  strset,  coiner  of  Porter ;  A.  J.  Bamfard,West 
Cottage  street;  Jane  O.Parker,  546  Fiftn  street; 


Smith  &  Jacobs,  65-69  Warebam  stieet ;  D  A.  Dun- 
bar, Third  street, ,  orner  of  H  street. 

Highland  Street  Railway  Company  for  location 
from  Sh'iwojut  avenue,  through  Ha'nmoid  park, 
Tremont  and  Northampton  streets,  Columbus  av- 
enue, Piirk  square  ai  d  Boylston  street,  to  cinuect 
with  present  tracks ;  and  that  the  Board  prescribe 
in  the  order  of  location,  if  granted,  vbether  the 
interesisof  public  travel  demand  that  the  peti- 
tioners shall  lay  new  tracks  in  rhe  streets  in  which 
tracks  are  already  laid,  or  shall  use  such  tracks  as 
are  aheady  laid,  paying  compensation  therefor, 
accoroing  to  law. 

Also  petitions  in  aid  of  tne  above,  signed  by  S. 
A.  Stetson  and  twenty-one  others;  A.  W.  Turner 
and  tbirtv-foui  others;  M.  H.  Brewer  and  seven- 
ty-two otheis;  Waller  B.  Hewins  and  twenty  two 
other* ;  John  Kimball  and  forry-tbiee  others; 
Jau.es  J.  Brooks  aid  thirty-eight  others. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order?  to  pay  Alphens  M.  Stetson  $8884.  for 
Swett-street  damages;  Nathaniel  C.  Decker  $2071, 
for  Swett-«treet  damages;  Margery  Boyle  $1400, 
for  Leveretr-street  damages.    Severally  passeo. 

Order  to  purchase  of  E.  P. Robiuson  an  estate 
on  Bovvdoin  sireet,  Ward  16,  !or  the  sum  of 
$20,000,  in  urder  to  settle  strset  damages  to  said 
estate.    Passed.    Sent  down 

Order  to  notify  the  Metropolitan  Railioad  Com- 
pany to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  Couif-^treet 
tracks  except  in  cases  of  emergency.  Laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbiub,  who  de- 
sire* to  offer  an  ame-  dmeut. 

Executive  Nomination  of  Constables— On  mo- 
tirn  of  Al-  eimao  Burrage  the  i  am-  of  Samuel  J. 
Bradlee,  and  on  motion  of  AldermaajPre-iCotr  that 
of  N.  G.  Lynch,  were  laid  oo  the  table.  The  other 
l  ominatiobs  were  confirmed. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  repjrt  and  order  for  the  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.,  to  contract  Rich  Cape  Ann  Granice 
Company  to  set  a  curb  and  fence,  according  to 
pian  of  George  F.  Meacbam,  on  easterly  line  of 
the  Commoo,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10,974,  was 
eou  idtrerl  under  tne  bead  of  unfn.i«iied  busioes.-. 

Alderman  Qunicy— It  seems  ro  me  tbat  the  re- 
mark; of  i  he  Alderman  from  Ward  12  about  this 
order  at  tbe  last  meeting  are  calculated  to  convey 
a  false  impression  ot  tbe  attitude  of  the  City 
Engineer  and  the  committer,  unintention- 
alh,  of  course;  and  I  will,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  tbe  Boara,  make  a  short  statement  of 
the  case  as  it  appears  to  me,  according  to 
my  recollection.  In  the  first  place,  the  com- 
mittee weie  instructed  to  report  plans  specifi- 
cally tor  this  fence.  In  this  Board  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted  including  plane  of  other 
fences,  but  it  was  rejected  in  the  other  branch, 
atd  the  non-concurrence  was  concurred  in  by  this 
Board.  Therefore  the  committee  had  bur.  o...e 
thing  to  do— obtain  plans  and  specifications  for 
this  fence.  They  asked  the  aid  of  the  City  Engi- 
neer's office  and  Mr.  Wigbtman  made  several 
suggestions,  which  were  agreed  to.  Furthej  de- 
lay occurred,  and  when  the  plans  were  i>iought  to 
tbe  notice  of  the  City  Ei,giueer  he  bad  some  sug- 
gestions to  offer,  and  tbo-e  were  agreed  to;  and 
neve.-,  before  tbe  committee,  did  Mr.  Davis  char- 
acterize the  fenc^  in  ihe  teims  used  by  the  Al- 
derman fro  i  Ward  12.  Mr.  Davis  might 
have  used  them  in  private  conversation,  but  he 
did  not  before  the  committee.  I  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Davis  this  monrng,  and  his  position 
now. is  (I  i educed  it  to  writing,  that  I  might  be 
sure'  he  agreed  to  it)  simply  this:  "That,  while  the 
adoption  of  his  suggestions  improve  this  fence,  be 
is  not  willing  to  indorse  it  as  rtable,  his  opinion 
being  that  the  cuib,  unless  intrenched  as  deeply 
as  the  originally  orocosed  curb,  will  be  heaved 
and  broken  by  frost,  necessitating  constant  re- 
pairs." 

That  is  his  opioion,  and  it  is  entitled  to  weight 
as  the  opinion  of  one  expert.  But  it  is  not  the 
opinion  of  all  the  experts.  I  have  received  this 
opinion  from  Mr.  N.  J.  Bradlee: 

Boston,  Sept.  27, 1875. 
To  whom  it  may  concern : 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  Mr. 
Meacham's  nlan  and  specifications  of  the  pro- 
posed fence  for  the  Tremont-street  mall,  and  con- 
sider it  substantial  and  properly  constructed  for 
the  location;  but  my  opinion  is  thit  it  would  be 
better  not  to  rivet  the  curbing  and  9teps  to  the 
posts,  so  tbat  frost,  if  it  affects  the  fence  at.  all, 
would  only  temporarily  displace  and  would  not 
break  the  stone,  at  it  might  if  the  joint  was  riv- 
eted. NATHANIEL  J.  BRADLEE. 
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In  this  confection  I  would  state  that  thejloose 
joint,  as  preferred  by  Mr.  Bradiee,  was  la  the 
first  s  eeification;  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Wadsworth  of  the  City  Engineer's  office,  it  was 
changed  to  a  tight  joint.  But,  notwithstanding 
th?.t,  the  City  Engineer  is  now  or  the  opi  ion  tliat 
a  loose  joiot  might  be  better — he  expressed  tdat 
opinion  tins  morning.  Therefore,  the  question  is, 
whetbei  »  e  shall  have  this  fence,  about  which  ex- 
perts differ — one  thinking  it  will  oe  an  expense  to 
the  city,  and  the  other  thikitg  it  a  substantial 
Situ  :ture  for  the  purpose— or  no  fsnce  ?t  all  this  . 
year.  It  seems  to  me  tnat  it  it  could  be  put  to 
vote  a  large  majority  of  our  constituent;  v  ould  be 
strongly  in  favor  of  this  fence,  so  long  as  we  can 
havp  it  this  ye ir.  They  feel,  it  is  true,  that  no  en- 
croachment cat.  be  made  upon  the  Common  with- 
out a  popular  vote;  bat  that  is  not  generally 
knowr,  and  a  very  widespread  sentiment  ■  xisls 
that  those  who  defend  the  Com  aaon  cannot  teei  safe 
that  the  attack  upon  it  will  be  given  up  until  they 
see  some  sort  of  a  fence  'heri.  Therefore  I  think 
I  am  voting  10  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  th" 
vast  majority  of  my  constituents  whsa  I  vote  for 
this  fence,  with  all  it*  imperf  ?ctions,  aoo  even 
should  the  opinion  of  the  City  Engineer  turn  out 
to  be  correct,  am)  sorre  slight  damage  be  don°.  I 
am  as  desirous  of  haviog  my  vote  recorded  in 
favor  of  thisfense  this  year  as  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  is  of  recording  his  against  it;  and  had  he 
not  called  forth1  yeas  and  nays,  I  should  have 
do  e  so.    I  offer  the  following  amendment : 

•'Provided,  however,  that  if  the  Citv  Engioeer 
deems  it  advisable,  he  may  omit  tie  rivets  or 
otherwi  echai.ee  the  joint  betweea  the  p  sts  of 
the  curbing  and  steps." 

Alderman  Po*er— I  find  that  the  remarks  of  the. 
gentleman  corroborate  all  I  said  about  this  fence, 
ana  I  don't  kuow  that  I  liave  much  rnoiv  to  say 
about  ir,  or  wioh  to  waste  more  time  in  discussing 
it.  All  I  desire  is  to  record  my  vote  agaiust  the 
thi  ag,  because,  as  I  said,  it  is  not  such  a  plan  as 
should  be  adopted  if  we  are  to  have  a  fence.  The 
engineer  says  in  th?t  letter  substantially  what  he 
said  to  me— that  he  could  not  approve  of  it, 
-and  that  it  would  be  a  standing  bill  of  ex- 
pense to  the  city.  Iu  gentlemen  see  fit  to  hurry 
this  matter  through,  instead  of  getting  the  right 
thing  at  the  start,  of  couise  they  will  have  tbe  op- 
portunity to  do  so.  I  don't  suppose  Mi.  Brad- 
lee  would  pr  tend  to  say  —  although  he  has 
attained  great  eminence  e.s  an  architect— would 
undertake  to  dispute  with  the  engineer,  or  pre- 
tend that  he  has  the  same  koowledge  of  subjects 
that  come  uudti  the  head  of  engineering  as  our 
City  Engineer  has,  though  of  course  his  opinion 
may  have  some  influence  in  this  matter.  The  on- 
ly desire  I  bad  in  speaking  upon  this  subject  was 
to  give  the  Board  the  information  I  had,  and  then 
record  my  vote  against  the  ordcr.  I  don't  wish  to 
thwart  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  people, 
which  seems  to  have  been  expressed  beyond  a 
doubt  in  favor  of  this  fence:  and  I  am  disponed, 
as  far  as  I  can,  to  facilitate  the  efforts  of 
the  gentlemen  on  the  committee  in  gee- 
ting  the  best  sort  of  a  fence— something 
that  would  be  substantial  as  well  as  or- 
namental. As  I  said,  the  only  thing  about  it 
that  commends  it  to  us  is,  it  is  a  very  beautiful 
thing  to  look  at;  but  the  Engineer  says  it  will  not 
be  i  substantial  thing.  The  City  Engineer  will 
not  father  tois  fence,  and  it  should  not  be  put 
upon  him;  he  wishes  it  understood  that  lis  is  not 
resoousible  foi  this  structure  at  all.  Therefore,  I 
don't  think  it  is  hardly  just  to  him  to  pass  this 
thing  in  such  a  manner  that  he  will  be  held  ac- 
countable for  it  at  all.  If  it  was  lecommended 
by  the  City  Engineer,  wbo«j  we  have  here  to  give 
advice  on  sucb  subjects,  and  to  whom  we  pay  a 
large  salary,  and  to  maintain  whose  office  we  ap- 
propriate a  large  sum  of  money,  it  seems  to  me 
we  ought  not  to  do  such  a  thing  except  under  bis 
direction  and  approval.  I  move  that  the  question 
be  taken  by  yeas  ai  d  nays. 

Aldei  man  '  Burrage—l"  wish  to  say  but  a  few 
words  upon  this  matter,  and  most'y  in  the  way  of 
explananon.  When  this  subject  was  befoie'the 
Board  on  Monday  last,  I  asked  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  if  the  Cily  Engineer 
had  suggested  any  alterations  or  improv-mehts  in 
tbe  plan  for  afence,  or  whether  he  did  not  obj  ct 
to  it  because  he  was  in  favor  of  a  curb  and  op- 
posed to  a  fence.  Our  worthy  reporter,  who  is 
usually  very  correct  in  his  reports,  in  ibis  case 
made  somewhat  ofatmiddls  of  my  question  aid 
Alderman  Power's  renly,  by  nutting  both  under 
one  head  as  the  remark-  of  "Alderman  Bur-age." 
Attention  is  called  to  this,  because  I  do  not  wish 


to  be  held  accountable  for  the  opinion  that  the 
proposed  structure  "is  going  to  destroy  more  trees 
than  any  curb  that  could  be  put  there,"  and  thus 
appear  to  stultify  myself.  During  the  past  week 
I  have  taken  some  pains  to  get  at  Che 
facts  in  the  i  ase.  and  I  have  becoins  en- 
tirely sati-fied  that  the  plan  that  has 
been  adopted  by  the  City  Council  is  judi- 
cious; that  the  fecce  will  be  substantial  and 
durable  as  well  as  ornamental.  From  the  outset 
I  have  favored  a  fence— first,  as  a  matter  of  taste ; 
secondly,  because  the  deep  found?tionsof  ?. heavy 
curb  would  surely  destroy  some.if  not  all,  the 
outer  row  <>t  trees,  by  cutting  off  close  to  the 
trunks  all  their  roots  on  one  side;  and,  thirdiv. 
because  it  wouln  c.erve  better  than  a  curb  to  pro- 
tect the  Com <n on  and  the  licubs  aui  live-  of  ci  i- 
zens,  who  shall  resort  to  it — for  whose  b-rneat  it 
is  to  ce  sacredly  preserved!  I  trust  me  necessa- 
ry orders  will  be  passed  at  ones,  and  th  t  the 
woik  will  be  commenced immediately  a  obe com- 
plet-d  this  seasor,. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  appears  to  me,  aftei  lis- 
tening to  the  remarks  that  have  been  made,  that 
we  have  now  under  consideration  an  important 
work  of  engineering,  requiring  extraordinary  en- 
gineering skill  and  talent,  and  that  K>e  shall  never 
arrive  5t  a  satisfactory  solution  of  me  difficulty 
until  -ne  summon  a  council  of  all  tha  engineers  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  bo  guidec  by  their  united 
wisdom  That  the  erection  of  a  simple  fe  ce  on 
Bost  »u  Common  "hould  be  surrounde  .  by  so  much 
engineering  skill  and  red  tape  is  to  me  a  mys- 
tery, and  I  can  orly  a  count  for  it  from  th°  fact 
tha'tmanv  of  the  Alfennea  are  fresh  from  the 
HoosiC  Mountain,  where  tney  have  lately  in- 
spected the  greatest  work  of  engineering  skill  to 
be  found  in  the  cou>  fry,  aou  are  unwilling  to 
proceed  even  in  the  erection  of  >  fence  without 
the  advice  of  these  gentlemen.  But  -  e  ought  to 
consider  that  cold  weather  is  already  upo-a  us, 
that  colder  weaher  is  now  at  hand,  and  fiat  un- 
less this  order  is  passed  and  the  workcomme  ced, 
tbe  Commoc,  on  the  Tr-n  out-street  side,  «ill 
look  m  the  same  di- graceful  conlinon  tor  six 
months  logger  at  least,  an  eye-sore  to  our  citizeos 
generally.  For  this  reason  I  feel  that  the  <*ork 
ought  to  ce  coamenced  xithout  delay,  and  for 
one  I  intend  to  act  entirely  independent  of  any 
engineer's  -ervice.  I  believe  the  woik  could  be 
safely  intrusted  to  the  superintendence  of  .~oy 
respectable  rchitect.  any  respectable  builde  "r 
to  any  mechanic  who  has  ever  laid  a  foundation, 
and  I  h?.ve  no  fear  but  that  the  work  will  be  web 
and  faithfully  doue.  I  am  aware  that  engineers 
connected  *7ith  large  citie«,  with  the  State  and 
General  Government,  feel  that  thev  must  nut 
down  «olid  foundations  that  will  la-t  forever. 
"We  sometimes  see  the  folly  of  this,  even  ii  this 
city.  They  built  a  customhouse  in  Boston  so 
solid  th  it  after  you  get  inside  of  it  you  could 
rcarcsly  see  daylight,  aud  they  have  been  trying 
to  tuunel  it  but  for  some  time,  and  it  is  still 
undergoing  repairs  at  an  enormous  expense. 
Bather  than  have  this  work  stop  1  would 
be  willing  to  intrust  it  to  tbe  superintendence  of 
amy  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldemen  I  believs 
thsy  know  enough  about  foundations  to  have  the 
work  propei ly  attended  to.  I  would  be  very  bill- 
ing to  intrust  it  to  the  Aldennan  from  W  rdViaud 
feel  perfectly  safe  about  it.  When  the  Maiden 
Budge  «as  under  consideration  he  pionounced  it 
safe  without  even  consulting  the  engineer.  He 
examined  it  thoroughly,  was  over  it  and  under  it, 
and  v  e  all  felt  that  he  knew  almost  as  much  about 
bric'ges  as  theengiue°r.  I  have  no  doubt  that  ne 
coulr:  also  erect  a  fence  wihout  consulting  the 
e'  gineer,  and  irn  Rurorised  that  he  should  fall 
back  on  his  opinion.  I  hope  that  we  goal  go 
ahead  with  rbi"  work  entirely  independent  of  at  y 
red  tape.  If  the  fence  is  puf?up  as  is  proposed,  I 
wou'd  be  Willi ag  to  guaraufee  it  for  lift,  or  one 
hundred  years,  with  necessarv  repairs.  Of  one 
thing  I  am  quite  <ertani—  it  will  oe  impos-ible 
for  is  to  make  so  grea'  a  mistake  i  i  f  e 
erection  of  this  fence  as  a  previous  city 
government     made     iu      pulling     one      down". 

Aldermau  Tower— I  feel  obliged!  >  s.av  one  more 
word.  When  the  Maiden  Bridge  matter  was  up 
here.  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  I  knew  as  much 
about  that  bridge  a<  he  did.  The  only  question 
was  as  to  the  money,  and  I  think  I  knew  more 
about  the  finances  of  the  city  than  he  did.  Engi- 
neers like  to  build  inonuuierits  to  their  skill:  to 
erect  permanent  structures.  That  s  all  well 
enough;  it  is  best  to  build  well  and  peruia  aeiitlv 
when  you  have  money  enough,  but  the  city 
had    not    money    enough    io    afford     it    at    that 
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time.  I  pretend  10  know  as  much  about 
the  fence  ss  he  does;  ana  any  one  with  common 
sense  knows  that  you  cannot  dowell  a  curb  into 
two  posts  only  three  inches  in  the  ground  and 
make  it  stand  the  trost. 

Alderman  Buirage— Nine  inches,  sir. 

Al.erman  Power— Three,  sir. 

Alderman  Buriage— The  pl^n  is  nine  inches. 

Alneiooan  Fewer—  According  to  the  present 
plan  it  i- three  inches;  at  the  back  it  is  nine  inches, 
and  the  fiost  press  sboth«  ays.  The  cesire  of  the 
people  has  heen  expressed  rbat  a  fence  shall  be 
placed  there;  but  I  an  not  willing  to  hurry  it  up 
in  order  to  throw  away  th-s  city's  monev.  It 
doe'  n't  tequire  much  engine  ring  s ^ ill  to 
dowell  a  fence  int  >  two  stme  posts  and  make  it 
permanent;  and  I  don't  wish'  to  have  any 
thing  but  a  permanent  fe' oe  put  'here,  if 
other  gentlsmen  do.  If  gentlemen  wish  to 
go  agaist  the  advice  of  the  City  Etwinter,  all 
light;  I  con't,  tecau'  e  I  thick  he  is  right.  I  ksnw 
a  mechanic  who  usually  sends  iu  proposals  for 
work  here— one  of  the  nrm  of  Cook,  Rymes  &  Co. 
I  a?ked  hiin  way  he  did  n't  send  piooosals  for  ihis 
woik,  a  (1  he  said  he  did  n't  thit,  k  any  committee 
of  common  sense  wouut  build  such  a  thing  as 
that. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Qulncy  was  adopt- 
ed— 6  for,  4  against. 

Alderman  Worihmgloo — I  offer  the  following 
amendment: 

"Provided,  further,  that  said  plan  shall  b-  ac- 
cept-d  by  the  citizens  of  Boston  s  t  the  municipal 
election  of  thi-  year." 

I  offer  t  at  amendment  because  I  do  not  believe 
the  citizens  or  Boston  are  satisfied  or  i  cluied  to 
have  that  fence.  I  believe"  the  tic  e  is  not 
far  .  distant  wtien  we  shall  have  eitiier 
Treiront  and  Boyl=ton  street  wioened,  or  have 
C  luaibus  avf.nue  comj  g  th'ough  the  Common 
to  Pai k-street  Ohurcii.  I  desiie  to  vote  upo  1  the 
question,  as  the  Legislatuio  have  seen  fit  to  leave 
it  to  the  pe  pie  to  see  whether  tbey  will  have  the 
street  widened  uoon  the  Common.  1  prefer  not  to 
have  any  fence;  I  oppose  shutticg  up  the  Com- 
mon like  a  pri-on  yaru.  Goto  New  York,  and  see 
where  th°y  havi  taken  do*  n  the  fauces  round  the 
square*  and  left  them  open  to  the  public;  tint  is 
the  way  it  should  be  here.  I  believe  it  is  tar  better 
for  us  to  haveacubonTreuioarstreetilwe  norot 
widen  it.  More  than  that — I  believe  this  fence 
will  be  a  continual  expense  to  the  city  every  year. 
I  believe  that  in  setting  those  po-ts,  you  are  going 
to  interfere  with  the  trees,  which  to  me  is  no  ob- 
jection at  all.  I  believe  those  trees  should  be 
taken  do?/n,  for  they  are  nearly  dead  or  soon  will 
be.  especially  if  you  put  another  iron  fe.  ce  there. 
Th-refore  I  offer  this  amendment  that  we 
may  have  a  vote  upon  it  from  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston  ;  for  I  do  not  believe  tbey  h?  ve 
made  up  tl  eir  minds  chat  not  one  foot  of  the 
Common  shall  be  taken.  I  believe  in  busi- 
ness first.  We  hate  got  to  have  it,  and  must  have 
room  to  do  business.  We  are  to  have  parks  and 
squares  after  a  while,  I  tiust,  very  near  the  centre 
of  population,  where  people  can  go  in  the  horse 
caisand  enjoy  fresh  air;  and  therefore  business 
must  take  a  portion  of  the  Common.  We  must 
have  streets  in  which  to  do  the  business  of  tbs 
city,  or  we  must  stop  busi  less. 

Alderman  Scebbics— I  raise  the  point  that  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  the  Board  of  Aliermen 
or  Common  Council  to  provide  for  taking  the 
sense  of  the  inhabitants  upon  the  question  of  a 
fence  on  tbe.  Common.*  We  car.  only  trail  ocon  the 
citizens  to  vote  upou  mattets  piovided  for  r,y  the 
Legislature,  an'l  this  is  not  one  of  them.  At  the 
last  Legislature  an  act  was  passed  provioing  that 
no  eomtuoo  or  public  square  shall  be  taken  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  people,  and  this  amendment 
hardly  comes  within  the  iaw. 

The  Chairman  iuled  the  point  well  taken,  and 
Alder  nan  Worthingcon  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Quincv — Tb3  amendment  offered  and 
the  remarks  made  have  only  confirmed  me  in  the 
belief  thatagentlemati's  remarks  tveie  tight — that 
he  desired  and  was  willing  to  pav  for  «  fence  of 
some  sort,  because  the  leaving  of  the  Common 
open  was  a  standing  temptation  to  those  who  fa- 
vored an  encroachment  upon  the  Common. 

Aldetman  Stebbins— I  sh  II  vote  for  „he  order 
for  a  fence,  but  I  want  this  Board  and  the  public 
to  understand  that  the  delay  in  its  erection  does 
not  rest  with  the  City  Council  or  this  Board.  It 
tests  entirely  with  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  To  prove  that  I  will  quot  ■  from  th3  tec- 
ords:  lhi=  mattei  was  first  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  on  July  1,  but  no  action 


was  taken  till  July  31 — one  whole  month, 
the  best  in  the  year  for  such  work,  being  allowed 
to  elapse.  On  July  31,  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
4  and  a  member  from  the  other  branch  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  confer  with  Kr.  Meacham 
an  I  the  City  Engineer,  l  heo  what  did  the  sub- 
committee do?  I'ha  records  show  that  tbey  did 
tot  report  baeff  to  their  own  committee  for  an- 
other month.  Still  the  Alderman  would  have  the 
public  believe  that  this  Board  are  responsible  for 
the  delay.  On  Augosr  21,  the  fub-contmittee 
repotted  back  the  plans  and  sp'cifications 
of  Mr.  Mea  chain,  and  on  Sept.  4-8  the 
proposals  were  advertised  for,  aftei  waiting  dur- 
ing the  entire  summer  months;  so  that  the  en- 
tile delay  does  rot  re<t  with  this  Board  or  the 
City  Council,  but  with  the  sub-committee  having 
it  in  charge. 

Aldeiman  Quincy— I  don't  think  I  have  insin- 
uated i hat  the  oelay  rested  witn  the  City  Council. 
I  only  called  the  attention  to  what  I  think  will  be 
the  result  of  delay.  If  such  an  insinuation  was 
inferred  1  withmawit.  I  am  a  m-nabT  of  the 
committee,  but  not  a  majority,  or  even  the  chair- 
man of  it. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  thank  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  4  for  the  remarks  he  has  ma  te.  He  is 
sure  this  tbii-g  will  ce  agitated  until  Tremont 
street  is  wider  ed.  He  would  have  everything 
closed  up, that  the  people  will  not  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  :-xercise  the  right  of  voting  upon  the 
question  of  wifemng  Tremont  street  toi  business 
purposes,  tb^-n  come  here  entirely  determined 
that  not  a  foot  of  the  Common  sb'Jl  be  taken  tor 
business  purposes,  aud  toat  the  block--  shfll  con- 
tinue there  rather  than  that  one  foot  or  tbe>  land 
be  louchtd  that  business  may  prosper.  I  believe 
that  this  fence,  if  put  up,  will  give  wav  in  five 
years, or  teo  at  least,  or  have  to  be  taken  down,  to 
niake  rein  for  busmen,  and  therefoie  I  shall 
voce  against  ii  eveiy  cime. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — I  don't  think  I  ought  to  let 
this  matter  pass  without  sa\i  g  one  woid,  be- 
cause the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Co  l.tnon 
has  been  teferred  to.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  this 
subject  was  :-?.rly  brou/h'  to  tne  attention  of  the 
committee,  an,d  we  gave  a  hearing  on  the  25th  of 
May  to  the  citizen;  generally,  verv  soon  after  the 
appropriation  was  made.  The  committee  con- 
sidered tee  subject  thoroughly,  gave  it  a  good 
deal  of  attention  and  iepcted  unanimous- 
ly— the  ALdetman  from  Ward  4  among  the 
number — in  favor  of  having  a  curb  and  not  a  fence. 
We  had  plans  prepared  so  that  there  need  be  no 
unnecessary  delay.  It  was  the  unanimous  opin- 
ion of  the  Committee  on  Common,  of  wnich  the 
Alderman  from  Wai  d  4  is  a  conspicuous  member, 
that  a  grarite  curb,  as  designed  by  the  Engi- 
neer at  the  request  of  the  committee,  was 
what  was  needed  there,  that  it  would  be  more 
durable,  more  sightly  and  very  much  bet- 
te(  thaa  any  fence  that  could  be  dssig red.  That 
was  their  tepoit,  which  I  believe  this  .Board  of 
Alderajea  accepted.  But  the  popular  branch  did 
not  think  as  we  dm  ;  by;  a  large  majority  tbey  - 
voted  for  a  fence.  Meantime,  Mr.  Chairman,  some 
of  the  citizens  felt  that  they  had  not  baa  an  op- 
portunity to  come  before  the  committee,  aid 
they  requested  another  heating.  It  was  given 
to  the  public  generally,  and  plans  were 
presented  by  M.  Meacham  for  the  fence 
which  it  is  pr»coso  io  erect.  After  some 
little  delay  Mr.  Meacham  was  requested  to  ore- 
pare  speciticatiorr-  for  the  construction  of  this 
fe  ce.  The  Eugmeer  was  consulted.  Mi. Meacham 
is  a  good  ar  bitect,  but  he  has  had  no  expe-tence 
in  building  fences.  The  Engineer's  opinion  was 
prec'sely  as  stated  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12.  The  question  has  been  asked,  Why  did 
n't  you  go  to  tae  Engineer  for  olaos  and 
specifications?  Because  a  majoiity  thought 
he  was  not  the  proper  party;  an  out- 
side party  had  been  consul. ed.  The  City  Engineer 
was  not  asked  to  prepare  plans,  but  co  make  soaie 
suggestions  in  the  construction  of  the  fence  which 
Mr.  Meacham  had  prepared.  He  states  that  this 
fence  will  not  be  a  substantial  ctructure,  that  1  ne 
frost  would  tbiow  it,  that  it  would  be  constantly 
out  of  repair,  and  that  he  would  not  risk  his 
reputation  by  constructing  such  a  fence  as 
has  be-n  proposed.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
am  not  in  favo:  of  this  fence;  pttsonally 
I  am  ooposed  to  it,  but  I  do  not  propose  to  oppose 
the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  City  Couocil,  who 
seem  to  favor  the  fence.  Therefore  I  am  inclined 
to  vote  for  the  fence,  notwithstanding  the  Engi- 
neer says  he  thinks  it  will  not  be  stable.    The  peo- 
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pie  have  been  expecting  all  these  latter 
mouths  that  a  fei  ce  woald  be  erected 
there,  and  tbat  being  the  case  I  shall  vote 
for  it,  although  I  am  decidedly  in  favor 
of  a  curb,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
I  expect  tolive  long  eoough  to  see  Tremont  streec 
widened,  because  I  believe  that  will  be  the  will  of 
tbe  people.  Still  if  thev  wish  to  have  a  fence  now 
I  shall  hot  oppose  it  any  longer.  I  merely  rose  to 
exDlaio  and  give  the  reason  of  this  delay,  i»s  I  un- 
derstand it.  It  has  not  been  caused  solely  by  ths 
chairman  or  a  majo'ity  of  rhe  Committee  on 
Common.  I  am  willing  to  take  ''he  blame 
and  responsibility  for  toe  appeaiauce  of 
the  ConiDon  and  Public  Gar.  en,  and  if 
members  want  to  see  how  tney  look,  I  would  ad- 
vise them  to  go  there.  I  beiieve  thev  compare 
favorably  with  any  place  of  the  tame  'sizp  in  the 
world,  and  if  there  is  any  stigma  atr?,chea  to  the 
manrisr  in  wnich  they  are  taken  care  of  I  am  will- 
ing t<>  endure  it.  I  ay,  furthermore,  that  tbe 
City  Engioeer  is  not  to  blame  for  Dot  having-  pre- 
pared plans  and  specifications  for  this  i  ence,  be- 
cause be  has  never  been  requested  to  do  so.  He 
would  havebesn  happy  to  do  so  had  he  beeu  re- 
questeo  by  the  committee.  But  it  was  not  his 
plan  ;  an  outside  party  had  brought  in  a  plao,  and 
the  Engineer  was  simply  asked  sonic  questions  in 
regard  to  the  fence  designed  by  Mr.  Meacham. 

Alderman  Clark  in  tbe  chair. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  sorry  to  detan  the 
Board  a uy  longer,  but  I  think  it  proper  to  »av  a 
word  more.  The  Boar ■'  of  AJdeimer,  year  before 
last,  very  wisely  I  think,  decided  chat  the  teuce 
around  the  Common  should  ba  removed,  for  the 
reason  that  in  every  citv  where  they  were  making 
improvements  and  beautit'yieg  their  grounds 
they  we  -i  removing  fences  and  substitut- 
ing granite  curb=.  I  voted  10  remove  that 
fence,  and  several  other  members  voted  with 
me.  But  I  do  not  propose  to  make  a 
weathercock  of  myself  because  it  am  ears 
that  public  opinion  is  against  me.  I  thought  it 
was  right  then,  anc  I  think  so  now,  and  I  do  nor 
intend  to  vote  against  my  convictions  of  right.  I 
have  seen  no  reason  to  change  my  mind ;  on  the 
contrary  the  more  I  see  of  such  work,  the  more  I 
think  I  am  right.  As  the  Charrman  says,  the 
committee  were  unaniruct  s  in  recommending  a 
plan  for  a  curb  this  year,  aud  bad  our  plans  Desu 
carried  out  there  would  have  been  a  handsome 
curb  there,  a  permanent  structure  which  would  *>e 
a  most  permanent  barrier  against  any  fui  thereu- 
croacbmentsiuon  theJCommon,  Icheerfully  voted 
against  any  encroachment  upon  the  Common,  and 
I  have  not  changed  my  mind  upon  that,  either, 
aLd  I  would  not  knowingly  do  anyrhing  looking 
towards  encroaching  unon  the  Common.  There- 
fore I  propose  to  vote  against  the  fence;  but  as 
the  will  of  the  Government  has  been  unmistaka- 
bly expressed  in  favor  of  a  fei  ce  I  >vould  not  ie- 
lay  it  one  moment.  But  I  don't  wanr  this  Govern- 
ment to  put  up  something  that  will  be  a  constant 
bill  ol  expense  to  the  city,  and  I  shall  vote 
against  this  or  any  othei  fence.  I  have  seen  noth- 
ing to  cbaoge  my  mind,  and  I  cannot  understand 
this  changing  of  opinion  by  members  who  voted 
with  me  before  for  the  r-moval  of  the  f  ecce  in 
favor  of  a  curb. 

The  order  a*  amended  was  passed — yeas  8.  navs 
3. 

Teas — A'devmen  Bigflow,  Burrage,  Chirk, 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Quincy,  St:  bbins,  Viles— 8. 

Nays—  Aldeiinen  Power,  Prescoit,  Worthing- 
ton— 3. 

Sent  up. 

Tbe  order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  pio- 
vide  additional  means  for  erectiou  of  the  fence 
was  then  passed — yeas  8,  na.vs  3,  Aldermen  Power, 
Worthington  and  Prescott  voting  nay.  Subse- 
quently a  motion  to  teconsider,  by  Alderman 
Quincy,  was  lost.    Sent  down. 

EAST  BOSTON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescoit  the  Board  took 
up  the  soecial  assign untnt  for  5  P.  M.,  viz.,  reoort 
inexpedient  to  furnish  accommodations  for  a  high 
school  in  East  Boston,  the  question  being  on  the 
passage  of  the  suostitute  order  to  fur.  ish  such 
accommodations  (City  Doc.  No.  93),  in  concur- 
rence. 

Alderoiaa  Prescott — Mi-.  Chairman,  I  do  not 
think  that  I  overestimated  the  importance  ot  the 
subject  now  before  the  Boaid  in  stating,  as  I  did 
at  its  last  meeting,  that  the  principle  involve. i  in 
the  nassage  of  the  order  (w^icb  the  Common 
Couucil  sends  to  us  as  a  snbslitute  for  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction)  is  one  of 
the  most  important  that  has  ever  been  brought 


to  the  attention  of  the  City  Council.  It.  is  a 
purely  educational  problem  which  should  be 
solved  without  political  or  sectional  prejucice. 
Th«  principle  involved  in  the  question  is  this: 
Shall  the  City  Council  at  the  present  time,  ndorse 
— mere  ihan  that — shall  it  extend,  the  system 
adopted  by  the  School  Board  in  sustaining  several 
separate,  distinct  and  independent  high  schools 
in  various  sections  of  the  city?  Tbe  subject  was 
brought  o  toe  attention  of  the  School  Committee 
in  April  las*  by  petitions  from  the  people  of  East 
boston,  and  >.  aiticulatly  fr..m  those  belonging  to 
the  so-called  Citizens'  Trede  Association  of  that 
section.  These  petitions  a=k  tor  ths  etablt-h- 
ment  of  a  high  school  in  East  Boston,  and  were 
duly  rcferre  1  to  a  special  committee  of  seve_i 
members.  A  majority  ot  the  committee  reported 
in  favoi  ot  eitatliobicg  an  independe  t  high 
school  for  boys  ana  .drls— three  of  the  five  mem- 
bers mating  such  report  being  members  of  the 
School  Board  fro.u  Etst  Boston.  The  Scliool  Com- 
mittee by  a  large  majority  adopte  .  the  r-  port  of 
the  majoritv  ot' tbe  committee,  ana  adopted  or- 
ders establishing  the  school — tbougli  the^'hid  no 
legal  light  to  do  it; — and  appointed  a  separate 
committee  tnr  the  school, authorizing  them  >o  pre- 
pare a  course  of  high-school  studies  Ti  e  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  demanded  a  much 
more  thorough  aud  serious  consideration  than, 
it  seems  to  me  was  given  to  it,  and  I 
find  chat  only  sixty-  of  the  118  member  of  the 
School  Committee  voted  up  the  pasrage  of  the 
impjitant  oraers.  ihe  City  Council  are  now  re- 
quested to  provide  .accommodations  for  tais  high 
school.  The  application  for  such  accommodations 
yvas  duly  referred  to  the  Comrmciee  on  Pubuc  In- 
struction and  tlir-y  have  give  the  subject  a 
patient  and  thougottul  exaniin"itio  i ,  giving  audi- 
ence to  the  committee  of  the  Schoo.  Boa>d  who 
reported  in  favor  of  the  school,  to  tue  parents  of 
East  Boston  pupils  and  leading  members  of  the 
Citizeus' Trade  Association,  and  to  able  and  ex- 
perienced educator.- who  uave  made  high  schools 
and  metboos  of  advanced  education  their  life- 
long study.  Tie  former  naturally  urged  tbe  :e- 
cessity  of  the  school  a ■  a  presented  "a  plausible 
and  in  some  respects  strong  argument.  The  at- 
cer  coovixced  tie  committee  with  unanswer- 
able argument  of  the  iuimeliat"  necessity  of 
a  thorough  leorgauization  of  our  entire  high- 
school  system,  before  another  excrescence 
saoulci  be  allowed  to  gro».-,  in  tre  shape  ot  anoth- 
er separate  district  a'd  enti:ely  independent  high 
school  for  both  sexes.  The  committee  felt  obliged 
to  report  unanimously  th't  it  was  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  request  for  accommodations,  and  brief- 
ly stated  their  reasons  m  a  repoi  t,  which  has  since 
been  printed  as  City  Document  No.  93.  Ihe  re- 
port was  made  to  the  Council  before  their  sum- 
mer vacation,  but  cot  acted  upon  until  tbe  pres- 
ent month.  Tney  now  send  us  a  substitute  order, 
requiring  the  Committee  on  Pub  ic  Buildiugs  to 
furnish  the  accommodatiocs  request -d.  Thai  is 
the  order,  Mr.  Chairman,  now  before  ihe  Board, 
and  upon  ■  his  question  I  desire,  as  chairman  of 
the  committee,  to  briefly  pi  esent  my  views,  and, 
as  I  believe,  tbe  views  of  the  committee.  To  con- 
sider this  matter  intelligently  it  is  nee -t-s?.ry  to  go 
back  to  thecoudition  of  things  previous  to  annexa- 
tion. We  theu  had  really  one  high  scho  L  for  boys, 
known  as  the  Knglisi.  High  School:  and  one  high 
school  for  girls,  known  as  the  Girls'  High  aud 
Normal  Sonool,  besides  the  Boston  Latin  School, 
ihe  latter  wit'o  a  course  of  study  eira'iged  for 
fitting  boys  for  college.  la  1868  Roxbury  was  an- 
nexed, and  tn  1870  Doiohe?ter,  each  ot  these 
places  bringing  with  it  a  high  school  for  both 
boys  and  gir's.  January.  1S74.  gave  us  Charles 
town,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury,  and  thre° 
more  rnixen  high  schools.  In  1873  the  Normal 
was  separated  from  the  Git  Is'  High,  ano  tn.de  a 
oistiui  t  and  independent  school;  and  we  now  find, 
according  to  tbe  Superintendent's  last  report,  tbat 
Boston  is  today  supporting,  besides  tbe  Normal 
School,  five  distinct  types  ot  high  chools  (mak- 
ing nine  high  schools  in  all),  r.s  follows:  The 
Latin,  a  classical  school  for  boys  only :  the  Eng- 
lish High,  with  a  course  of  higher  English  and 
modern  languages,  for  boys  only;  tbe  Girl>'  High, 
tor  girls  only,  with  a  eouise  comprising  Latin 
as  well  as  modern  languages  and  higher  English; 
tbe  Roxbury  High,  a  mixed  school,  with  a  course 
similar  to  that,  of  the  Girls'  High,  and  the  Dor- 
cbesttr,  Chailestowo,  West  Roxbury  and  Biigh- 
toc  mixed  high  soVtool.-",  each  having  both  a  i  las- 
sical  and  a  Don-classical  course.  These  schools  in 
the  sections  of  the  city  which  Boston  has  acquired 
by  annexation  have  ^eeu  continued  virtually  as 
we  found  them.    True,  the  salaries  of  their  teach- 
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ers  bav'r  been  raised  forSy  to  sixty  pel  cent,  in 
some  cases,  but  in  liitle  else  have  they  been 
hrougnt  into  harmony  with  any  leguiar  system. 
In  fact.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  subject  of  almost 
tracscenclent  import 'Dee  as  to  what  is  the  best 
thing  to  do  in  regard  t>  these  hitrh  schools  has 
never  once  been  seriously  considered  either  trom 
an  educational  or  a  financial  point  of  view  by  the 
School  Board;  tie  composition  of  ibe  Board  aod 
its  unwieldy  ujinbers,  resembling  more  a  mass 
meeting  than  a  deliberative  educational  body,  has 
rendered  a  wise  solution  01  even  a  proper  consid- 
eration of  this  subject  absolutely  impracticable. 
The  hign  S' hools  in  these  annexed  districs  are 
neither  in  harmony  v  'th  one  another  nor  with  the 
central  high  schools  in  regard  to  iheir  couises  of 
study,  grace,  of  teachers,  or  anything  e'se,  but  are 
run  separate",  distinct,  iud>  pendent,  each  by  a  dif- 
ferent committee,  too  large  by  tar  in  point  of 
numbers  m  most  casee.  Our  fiifdli  schools  alone 
as  now  organized,  oi  rathe  aa  now  disoiga:  lzed, 
cost  the  taxpityeis,  tor  running  expenses  for  tne 
year  ending  June  1, 1875,  $253,854.05,  of  which  sum 
there  was  spent  tor  salaries,  b'  o<rs,  etc.,  $187,- 
850.61— making  the  aveiage  cost  for  eacbjnupil  for 
the  year  $108.95.  As  the  course  of  bieh-school 
study  coveis  a  period  of  not  less  than  three  years, 
and  is  frequently  extended  to  four  years,  but  lit- 
tle figuring  is  necessary  to  show  at  what  an  enor- 
mous puce  to  the  taxpayers  we  are  graduamg 
the  comparatively  few  of  out  youth  ^ho  ever 
commence  a  hinh-schoo'  course.  I>i.  Eliot, 
president  of  Ha  vard  College,  aigues  strong- 
Ij,  in  an  able  article  published  in  ihe  At- 
lantic Monthly  fo  June  of  the  current  year, 
agaii  st  supporting  by  public  taxation  these  high- 
er schools,  npou  the  iriound  that  rbe  public  gen- 
erally do  not  and  necessarily  caunot  give  their 
child'ien  the  advantages  ot  th  in.  Though  Bo-ton 
is  not  prepaied  to  take  such  latucsl  ground  as 
this,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  do  believe  her  intelliireot 
taxpayers,  certainly  at  the  present  time,  and  upon 
an  examination  of  the  present  state  of  things,  de- 
mand imperatively  the  strictest  economy  com- 
patible with  a  reasonable  efficiency  of  these 
schools.  Tbat  they  are  cameo  oti  now  eiiher 
economically  or  efficiently  no  fair-iniuoed  pet.on 
can  assert  who  will  take  the  nine  as  I  have  to 
compare  tneir  cost  and  standard  with  those  of  ihe 
other  large  cities  of  the  country.  I  cesire  to  cen- 
sure no  one,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  this  state  of  af» 
faiis,  believing  it  to  be  a  natural  sequence  of  our 
folly  i^  attempting  to  properly  look  after  educa- 
tional matters  as  we  have  been  doing  in  the  past 
and  are  now  doing.  The  School  Committee  have 
doubtless  done  for  this  city  as  well  as  any  ooard 
similarly  constituted  could  do  for  any  city,  and  as 
we  are  about  to  mafe  a  new  departure 
in  placing  the  management  or  our  schools 
in  thi-  bands  of  a  oody  selected  upon  a  different 
basi-3,  and  otly  one-fifth  of  the  piesert  size,  I 
hope  we  may  expect  increased  accuracy  and  in- 
creased efficiency,  especially  in  the  bigh-scbool 
department.  Above  all  we  need  in  this  depart- 
ment of  education  men  of  intelligence  and  experi- 
ence, without  bias,  prejudice, or  sectional  feeling; 
men  who  will  carefully  consider  in  all  its  bearings 
this  high-school  question :  men  who  will  study  the 
sy- tern  as  carried  on  in  the  other  laige  cities  of 
the  country  and  their  practical  results,  and  thus 
rea<  b  a  conclusion  tounded  upon  practical  expe- 
rience, and  recommend  for  adoption  a  wise,  eco- 
nomical, efficient  system,  adapted  to  the  wants 
and  reasonable  expectations  of  every  section  of 
tbec'ty.  Such  a  system,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have 
not  a'  the  d resent  time.  No  sane  person  will 
claim  that  we  have.  Shall  we  attempt  to  tinker 
this  present  system  by  establishing  another  inde- 
pendent high  school  |^t  East  Boston,  even  though 
some  plausitle  reasons  may  be  given  for  it? 
I  think  cot,  Mi.  Chairman,  and  shall  therefore 
vote  against  the  ord=r,  as  it  comes  to  us  f  rrm  the 
other  branch.  Bv  voting  to  furnish  accommoda- 
tions for  an  independent  aod  mixed  high  school 
at  East  Boston,  we  indorse  a  principle  not  sanc- 
tioned by  the  experience  of  any  otaer  city  in  this 
Commonwealth  or  a'iy  laree  city  in  the  country.  I 
have  carefuly  examiued  the  system  of  high 
school?  in  New  Yorlc,  Philadelphi -.,  Chicago,  St. 
Louis,  Baltimore  and  San  Francisco.  Now  York 
has  one  high  school  or  college  for  bov- ana  one 
normal  School  or  college  tor  gir  Is.  Philadelphia 
and  Chicago  hive  each  a  high  school  without 
branches,  and  two  ot  the  other  large  cities  have 
each  a  central  high  school  with  not  more  than 
two  branches  in  eHner  case.  Boston  has  already 
nil e  high  schools  today,  each  school  being  sepa- 
rate and  independect  from  any  other,      we  are 


now  asbed  to  provide  one  for  East  Boston.  South 
Boston  will  surely  follow,  but  not  with  so  strong  a 
claim.  I  am  cercainly  willing  to  concede,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  if  it  is  to  be  the  settled 
policy  ot  the  city  t.>  continue  all  ber  present 
high  schools  au  separate  schools,  and  not  as 
branches  of  two  centrai  high  schools,  one  for 
toys  and  one  for  guls,  then  the  claim  of  East  Bos- 
ton is  a  reasonable  one,  and  should  be  granted. 
But  let  me  bei>  ask  what  was  tne  apparent  policy 
of  the  city  befoie  annexation  and  shortly  after 
the  hist  territory  was  annexed?  The  City  Council 
purchased  land  on  Newton  stteer,at  the  South 
End,  a>o  erected  thereou  a  magnifice'nt  sirticture 
for  the  hiarh-scnool  educaiion  of  girls.  The  build- 
ing was  cedicatea  April  19,  1871. — le«s  than  four 
and  a  half  years  ago.  Its  original  cost  v  as  up- 
wards of  $310,(00,  a*  d  not  a  lirtle  money  has  since 
been  expended  upon  it.  It  is  i.  comparably  ihe 
finest  school  edifice  forpublieaud  free-hiffh  school 
educatio.  that  srancs  upon  the  contieot  or  even 
in  the  world.  Some  of  the  members  of  this  Board 
may  be  unaware  of  the  inagnificenr  e  of  the  city 
as  displayed  10  this,  uer  clowning  glory,  ii  our 
educational  system,  and  I  append  a  buef  descrip- 
tion :  It  has  three  stories,  besides  attic  and  base- 
niem,  and  c  ntains  sixty-six  looms,  including 
eleven  class  rooms,  eieht  of  which  have  -eats, 
or  capacity,  for  ons  bundled  scholars  each 
and  three  tor  seventy-five  eacn.  It  is  provided 
with  the  riu -st  chemical  laboia  oryio  the  country, 
not  even  excepting  the  one  at  Harvard  College, 
also  a  botanical  laboratory,  *  physical  laboratory, 
and  looms  especially  fitted  up  at  ^reat  expense 
tor  the  study  of  music, pDotngraphy  ana  drawing. 
It  has  a  libiary,  a  ruineralogical  cabiner,  aud  a 
room  for  physical  culture.  Irs  hall,  spacious  and 
graud  it  its  proportions,  contains  various  casts 
and  a  frieze  of  the  Parthenon  encircling  to-,  room. 
A  large  cupola  surmounts  the  building,  and  it  is  to 
be  fitied  up  as  an  observatory.  This,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  what  Boston  furnished  four  years  ago,  in- 
tending it  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  whole  city. 
There  are  about  600  pupils  in  the  school,  though 
its  capacity  is  more  than  double  this  numbe  .  The 
trirls  now  attending  luc'.ude  ail  of  those  ft om  the 
old  city  proper,  East  Boston  and  South  Boston, 
and  some  from  other  sections,  whose  pare uts  are 
aware  of  the  superior  advantages  ot  the  institu- 
tion. TbH  accomplished  principal,  Dr.  Samuel 
Eliot,  was  for  some  rime  president  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, and  this  city  may  well  be  congra.ulated  upon 
its  choice  a9  the  head  of  this  magnificent  institution . 
What  has  been  the  policy  of  the  City  Council  in  re- 
gard to  hi<rh-school  education  lor  boys?  On  the 
ever-memorable  9th  of  November,  1872  (wnen  at 
night,  eighty  millions  of  property  were  swept 
fi-oio  our  tax-book),  the  city  bought  as  a  site  tor  a 
high  aod  Latin  school  for  boys,  Dearly  100,000  feet 
of  land,  bounded  by  Warren  avenue,  Dartmouth 
and  Montgomery  streets,  paying  therefor  $280,000, 
intending  to  e.  ect  thereon  a  companion  structure 
to  the  Newton-street  building.  During  the  long 
discussion  that  so  large  a  purchase  naturally 
evoked  iu  the  City  Council  nothing  was  ever  said 
ol  the  inexpediency  of  providing,  as  was  intended, 
a  Urge  central  high  school  accessible  from  all  sec- 
tions. On  the  contrary,  the  order  as  finally  passed 
was  offered  by  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
from  the  Island  Ward,  and  all  his  associates  from 
Ward  1  suppoited  him— the  vote  in  the  Council 
beinj  45  in  favor  to  8  against,  'he  order  tor 
this  i  urchase  provokeo  much  discussion  in 
the  .-Soard  of  Alderman,  but  was  finally 
passed  by  a  vote  of  8  to  4.  the-  Alderman 
from  rhe  island  Ward  voting  in  its  favor.  At  no 
time  during  the  discussion  in  either  branch  <vas 
it  claimed  that  maui  high  schools  should  be  pro- 
vide :  instead  ot  t«o  central  schools,  the  opposi- 
tion b-iug  confiaen  to  the  location  of  the  land  acd 
the  price  to  be  paid.  Last  vear  the  Committi  e  on 
Public  Buildi .;gs,  «itb  the  authority  of  the  City 
Council,  off- red  prize- for  the  four  best  plans  for 
a  large  building  forth-  high  and  Latin  schools 
for  boys,  and  tne  successiul  ones  now  hang  in 
tbe  office  of  the  City  Architect.  The  Cummittee 
on  Public  Instruction  fjrve  been  repeatedly  re- 
quested by  the  School  Committee  to  ajk  for  an 
appi'  priationfor  the  commencement  of  the  struc- 
ture, but  until  the  settled  policy  of  the  city  is 
known  aid  determined  in  regard  to  the  principle 
involved  in  tbe  very  order  now  before  us,  tbat 
committe  hove  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  make 
anv  request.  The  nigh  and  Latin  schools  are  now 
occupying  builcings  upon  very  valuable  land  in 
the  business  c-ntre  of  toe  city,  but  tbe  accommo- 
dations are  very  poor  and  entirely  unfitted  to  the 
wants    of   the   times.     The   property  now  occu- 
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pied  by  the  boys  comprises  the  following:  The 
buildine  upon  Bedford  street,  the  Bowditch 
Schoolhouse  on  South  street,  the  old  Girls'  High 
School  budding  on  Mason  street,  and  the  primary 
schoolhouse  on  Harriot  avenue,  oetween  Beach 
and  Essex  streets.  This  is  all  mosc  valuable  prop- 
erty, and  will  more  thau  pay  for  such  a  structure 
as  the  city  should  ersct  to  aaequately  provide  a 
high-school  education  toi  boys.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
have  thus  shown  f-hat  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
City  Council  during  *he  past  four  years  in  endeav- 
oring to givf  ths  boys  and  girls  of  Boston  a  nigh- 
school  education  little  below  the  standard  of  some 
American  co  leges —au  outlay  of  S600,000  already 
during  the  past  five  yeas,  a  d  receate:!  requests 
from  the  School  Committee  dun t.g  the  last  year, 
for  $400,000  more  to  erect  the  Boys'  High 
School  building.  This  I  assert  bas  b.  en  it.  accord- 
ance with  all  c'i  e  requests  from  the  School  Board 
to  the  City  Council  curing  tie  past  five  yea<  s  bear- 
ing uoou  tne  maltsr  of  huh-scbaol  education. 
And  no?v,  foisooth,justuuonthe  eye  of  official  dis- 
snlution,  they  k>  ock  at  our  door  and  beg  u-  t  i  tit 
up  two  old  dingy  rooms  in  tbe.oid  Lyman  School- 
house  at  East  Boston  for  a  commencement  of  an 
independeat  high  school  tor  100  boys  ana  girls  of 
East  Bostoc.  No,  Mr.  (Jhairman.  let  us  stop 
where  e  are,  and  give  to  East  Boston,  in  the  cot 
distant  future,  what  a  calm,  dispassionate  consid- 
eration of  the  whole  question  of  higu-school  edu- 
cation, in  all  its  bearings,  will  seen  to  dictate. 
Let  her  have  all  the  rdvaiitases  that  Dorchester, 
West  Roxbury,  Brighton  and  every  other  section 
of  the  city  should  bave;  but  let  the  Citv  C mncil 
or  the  incoming  Scuool  B>aid  first  determine 
whether  u  would  not  be  immeasurably  better  to 
make  all  the  higl  schools  in  the  outlyiug  tHstiicis 
economical,  vet  efficient,  branches  of  the  two 
great  central  schoo's.  I  claim,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  these  independent  high  schools  in  various 
sections  ot  one  citv  must  necessarily  be  inefficient , 
andfarbelo  ss  the  standard  of  other  cities.  So  many 
school*  will  surely  lower  th^  standard  of  both  gram- 
mar and  high  scbools.  This  is  alread\  proven  to- 
day. These  comparatively  ooor  district  high  schools 
necessarily  unprovide  i  with  the  magnificent  ap- 
pointments of  a  large  ceDtral  high  school,  are  in 
reality  even  moie  expei  sive,  too.  Look  at  Dor- 
chester today.  The  expense  per  pupil  in  1874  at 
the  Dorchester  High  School  was  §145.92,  while  at 
the  Girls'  High  School  in  Newton  street,  superior 
in  every  respect,  the  expense  per  pupil  was  $104.70. 
The  head  master  of  the  Dorchester  scnool,  with 
his  120  pupils,  receives  tne  same  salary— §4000— as 
the  head  masers  of  the  Newton-street  High 
School  and  the  English  High  School,  with  GOO  pu- 
pils each.  The  high  school  is  rhe  nursery  for 
teachers;  if  poor,  the  teachers  must  be  pooi,  and 
vice  versa.  The  justification  of  savine  high-school 
instruction  at  the  public  expense  is  to  be  found 
only  in  its  absolute  excellence.  Deeply  interest- 
ing and  important  questions  are  iuvolved  in  this 
subject,  Mr.  Chairman,  wbich  must.  sooLer  or 
later  be  met  aod  answered.  Let  us  not  d  cide 
them  haphazard  today, whatever  may  be  the  press- 
ure brought  to  bear.  Among  these  questions 
is  the  question  of  the  co-eiiucatiou  of  ihe 
sexe*".  Experienced  educators  did  medical 
men  of  great  ability  are  arguiug  today 
that  girls  at  the  high-school  age  need  special 
physical  co>  sideration  which  they  cannot  have  if 
in  the  same  classes  with  boys.  This  is  worthy  at 
least  of  a  passing  thougat  even  from  us.  If  it  is 
shown  that  it  is  a  bard.hip  for  East  Boston  girls 
to  come  so  far  every  day  us  Newton  street,  this  is 
not  necessarily  an  argument  lor  a  separate  high 
school  for  both  sexee.  A  large  majority  of  boys 
fi Dish  their  study  at  the  grammar  school  and  go 
to  work  at  the  be«ch  or  behind  the  counter.  If 
they  live  in  the  outlying  di.tdcti  they  usually 
stait  early  to  their  work,  return  late  and  consider 
it  no  great  hardship.  At  the  euormous  expense 
of  $129.72  (1874)  a  year  to  every|pupil  if  he  enters 
evenoor  E  glrsh  fligh  School,  shall  this  expense 
be  increased  fifty  per  cent,  by  piovidinir  him  a 
necessarily  inferior  school  at  home?  If  the  girls 
should  be'  provioed  for  rearer  home  — and.  I  do 
not  den\  that  they  sboulO — let  it  be  in  a  branch  of 
our  central  high  school  *ith  an  occasional  visit  t» 
the  central  schoo'  that  they  may  have  a  landab'e 
pride  in  it  and  pursue  tho  e  branches  of  a  high- 
school  education  there  for  which  most  su- 
perior facilities  are  afforded.  Let,  for  in- 
stance, chemistry,  botany,  drawing  and  pho- 
tography be  attended  to  once  a  week  or  more, 
at  a  seasonable  hour,  at  Newtou  street,  the  first 
and  possibly  tbe  second  yeur  of  tne  high-school 
course, and  let  the  pupils  pursue  all  the  studies 


of  the  graduating  year  at  the  central  school. 
Again,  Mr.  Caairman,  let  the  foils  wing  question 
be  seriously  considered:  Rather  than  support 
a  dozen  inf. rioi  cistiict  bifch  schools  (for  tney 
surely  will  be  interior),  shall  we  not  isise  the 
grade  of  our  grammar  "cb>ols,  an.i  have  it  en- 
Drace  the  first  year's  studies  of  the  present  hiffh- 
scuool  course?  I  believe  I  speak  the  serilec  con- 
viction of  many  of  tflemot  intellieent  minos  i_ 
rhe  community,  when  I  asseri  tnat  the  standard 
of  scuolarsbip  of  the  graduates  or  the  grammar 
SCbools  of  Boston  t  'd^y  i.:  far  below  what  it  was 
ten  or  even  twenty  yeais  ago.  The  essen- 
tial practical  studies  ne  ecsary  for  a  good 
English  eoucation  aie  bsir.g  sac-iilced  to 
those  wbi  b  are  almost  entirely  ornamental. 
Look  at  the  result,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  exam- 
ination of  about  340  candidates  for  Udroissior  to 
the  Ensrish  High  S.bool,  when  roe  grammar 
schools  closed  in  June  last.  They  had  just  re- 
ceived almost  without  exception  diplomas  stating 
that  they  had  passed  a  satisLctorv  exau-iuatiob 
in  the  gr  a  or  mat-school  studies.  Each  diploma  was 
signed  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  the  Chairman  ot 
the  District  Commitree  and  tire  master  of  the 
grammar  school.  The  examiuatroa  tor  arimissioa 
was  upoD  printed  questions  in  gr.-mmar,  history, 
geography  and  aiitbmetic.  The  questions  were 
prepareo  "bv  a  committee  of  the  Scnool  Board  ap- 
pointed for  the  puroose;  fifty  pel  cent,  only  of 
coueet  answers  was  required  tor  acmissio:  wiib- 
out  conditions.  Vy hat  was  the  result,  Mr.  Cbiir- 
man?  Why,  dimply  this:  Only  about  ont-third 
of  the  giammar-cchool  diploma  scholars  could  re- 
ceive admission  without  Conditions,  and  I 
further  assert,  Mr.  Cha'.rman,  that  the  staad- 
ard  of  the  exa^-icarioj  was  very  far  below  the 
exam  nation  questions  for  admission  to  ihe  bisrh 
schools  of  Nesy  York,  Philadelphia  or  Chi- 
cago, or  even  the  examination  required  here 
in  Bosto  i  for  admission  to  our  high  schools  tan 
or  eveo  twei  ty  years  ago.  The  more  district  high 
schools  we  establish,  the  mote  we  lvducethe 
standard  of  excellence  of  th^  high  schools  them- 
selves and  the  grammar  schools  which  feed  them. 
The  i  sidt  will  b-  ihat  the  hieh  schools  will  soon 
rank  but  little  higher  than  what  our  srr£rr.inar 
schools  should  rank  today.  CHe  more  point.  If 
we  sive  East  Boston  and  then  South  Boston  inde- 
pendent high  schools  today,  bow  long  will  it  be 
*>efore  we  are  asked  to  provide  all  outlying  sec- 
tions «ith  independent  Latin,  normal  aud* evening 
high  schools'?  The  Latin  School  today  admits 
boys  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  it  takes  eight  years 
to  fit  them  for  college.  Tiere  are  in  the 
school  today  145  boys  from  South  Boston,  Dor- 
chester, Roxbury,  West  Roxbury,  Bngbton, 
Charlestowu  aud  East  Boston.  If  the  boys  of 
East  Boston  at  the  age  of  fourteen  cannot  "coaie 
to  the  city  to  a  cential  high  school,  how  much 
longer  should  we  compel  the  boys  of  all  these  out- 
lyiug districts  to  come  to  the  Latin  School  in  the 
central  portion  ot  the  city  at  an  age  fivs  y^ars 
youngei?  Is  cot  this  a  reasonable  question? 
What  does  it  cost  to  support  one  Latin  School 
For  the  year  ending  Jure  1,1874  (the  last  year  I 
am  able  to  get  detailed  reports),  it  cost  the  tax- 
payers of  this  city  $240  for  each  and  every  pu- 
pil there.  This  year  the  expenses  are  somewhat 
reduced  by  an  increase  in  uumb«rs  and  change  of 
grade  of  teachers  aud  the  course  of  study.  But  it 
is  still  euormous.  Shad  we  provide  Latin  schools 
for  all  these  sections,  aud  then  uoiiual  schools 
aDd  then  eveuiua:  high  scnoo's?  Shall  we  not 
soon  after  this  give  them  separate  and  distinct 
public  l'biaries.  rather  than  simply  branches,  as 
now  ?  I  ask  these  questions  seriously.  Mi  .Chairman, 
and  urge  toe  Board,  before  they  coucur  with  the 
order  which  the  Comaion  Council  send;  m,  to 
couut  he  cost  ot  our  public  schools  at  the  present 
time,  compared  >~ith  the  cost  ten  and  t->  euty  vears 
ago.  If  they  have  increased  in  real  efficiency  and 
scholarship  in  the  same  pro  onion  as  they  have 
increased  in  expense,  we  ought  not  perhaps  to 
complain.  But  rhese  figures  tie  somewhat  srart 
ling: 

Total 
No.  ot  scholars.       Salaries.  expenditures. 

1854-55 23,739  $229,269.14  $389,879.18 

18(S4-t>5 27,095  3Sil.S33.06  i-4;i.744.6S 

1874-75 4ii,4H4  1,249,498.93  2.081,1148.35 

These  figures  show  that  though  the  number  of 
scholars  has  increased  only  100  per  cent,  in  tweuiy 
years,  the  sa  aries  have  been  iucieased  445  per 
cent,  ana  the  total  exvenditures  435  per  ceut. 
Comvj.iriug  again  the  year  1874  75  with  18M-65 (at 
the  close  of  tne  war,  When  prices  of  living  were 
much  higher  than  today),  we  find  that  the  number 
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oTs  holars  lias  increased  only  71  per  cent.,  while 
the  salaries  have  increased  228  per  ceat. 
and  total  expenditures  223  per  cent.  I 
speak  considerately,  Mr.  Clwunan,  when  1  say 
that  Boston  is  today  expending  fifty  to  seventy- 
flvsp^r  cer.r.  more  t  n  "hei  public  schools  tbao 
other  large  cities  of  the  country,  ano  is  showing 
no  commensurate  lvsults.  I  will  not  trespass 
longet  upon  the  patience  ot  trie  Board.  As  a 
graduate  of  the  English  High  Scbo>l  rnj  self,  un- 
der that  n  ost  i  -timable  man,  Thomas  Slierwin,  I 
cannot  help  fr-eltng  a  deep  i  terest  in  the  mailer, 
and  have  i.o  other  desire  than  this,  that  before  wa 
take  any  lurther  radical  steps,  our  whole  system 
of  high-  chooi  education  may  receive  a  most  thor- 
ough, thoughtful  and  unbiassed  consideiatiou, 
so  that  Ei.it  Boston  and  all  other  seotions  of  the 
city  may  be  wisely  provn'.ed  for.  If  the  oroer 
passes  as  it  come- to  u"  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, no  proj  er  high-school  accommodations  de- 
serving of  the  name  can  be  furnished  ar  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Alderman  O'Brien. — I  do  not  believe  i  j  postpon- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  hitrh  school  at  East 
Boston  for  perhaps  one  or  more  years,  in  oidei  to 
enable  ihe  new  Board  of  Education  to  consider 
and  report  upon  it.  Thirty  thousand  inhabitants 
o"  East  Bo  ton  ask  us  to  place  them  on  an  equality 
with  other  sections  of  the  city,  ana  for  mj  part  I 
believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Boa'd  to  decide 
tbe  question  now,  to  take  the  responsibiliiy,iostead 
of  i.  lacing  it  on  other  shoulders,  aid  to'  say  that 
these  thirtv  thousand  10 ha Dl cants  shall  have  the 
stme  pnvileges  of  educating  iheii  cbildien  tuat 
are  no?/ enjoyed  by  other  more  favoied  sections 
of  the  city.  How  doe*  this  matter  stand  at  thf 
prssent  time?  The  Bunker  Hill  District,  the 
Brighton  District,  the  West  Roxbury  District,  Old 
Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  each  have  then  distinct 
and  separate  high  schools,  and  these  districts  in- 
clude a  population  of  aoout  one  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants.  East  Boston  and  South  Boston, 
isolated  sections  of  the  city,  with  a  population  of 
up->-ids  of  nil  etv  thousand,  and  i  2 creasing  rap- 
idly, have  n  i  fuch  hi^h-school  advantages,  and 
the  children  of  East  and  South  Boston  are  com- 
pelled to  traved  from  three  t..  five  miles  every 
day  before  they  can  enjoy  (he  benefit  of  a  bigh- 
achool  education.  Is  ihis  right  or  just?  East 
Boston  has  i.ow  a  larger  population  than  mar:y  of 
oui  New  Euglanci  cities.  South  Boston  has  a 
laiger  population  than  aty  New  England  city, 
with  but  one  exception,  and  why  should  the  chil- 
dren ot  these  districts  be  conifelled  to  travel  so 
long  a  distance  to  obtain  the  advantage  ot  a  high- 
school  education?  Is  there  any  good  reason  why 
such  a  school  should  not  be  placed  in  their  midst, 
within  easy  j  each  of  all  who  desire  to  atteod  it? 
Will  the  Alderman  from  the  Bunker  Hill  Distuct, 
whose  children  now  enjoy  toe  benefits  of  such  a 
school  in  that  section,  vote  against  the  establish- 
ment of  a  similar  school  infEast  Boston  ?  By  do- 
ing so  he  virtually  admits  that  the  Cbarlestown 
High  School  mus.  be  given  up.  Will  the  Aldtr- 
rnan  from  Ward  15  vote  against  tbe  establishment 
ot  a  high  school  at  East  Boston  when  the  children 
ofbnown  favored  section  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
both  a  high  and  Latin  school,  when  he  knows, 
after  being  so  long  a  lesiiient  ot  that  district,  that 
the  high  school  of  Roxbury  is  tbe  equal  of  (he 
high  school  of  Boston,  aud  that  the  Latin  school 
of  Roxbury  is  by  some  considered  the  suoerior 
of  the  Latin  school  of  Boston?  If  he  does,  he  in- 
directly strikes  a  bio*  at  these  cchojls  ihat  have 
accomplished  so  much  for  his  district.  Will  i  he 
Alderman  from  Ward  16  and  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  17  be  willing  to  give  up  the  high  schools  of 
West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester?  because,  if  you 
are  not,  you  must,  to  be  consistent,  givts  to  East 
Boston  a  bigh  school,  for  with  more  inhabitants 
than  both  these  sections  combined,  East  Boston 
asks  forone,  while  your  children  enjoy  toe  benefits 
of  two.  Will  these  gentlemen  vote  for  tbe  report  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  denying 
equal  rights  to  East  Boston,  when  that  report 
strikes  a  blow  at  these  district  schools,  and  would 
obliterate  them  if  it  could,  in  the  following  lan- 
guage? 

"It  can  hardly  be  expected  thit  tbe  city  will  es- 
tablish a  large  number  of  independent  high 
schools  in  the  outlying  districts,  and  make  them 
as  complete  in  all  respects  as  the  high  schools  al- 
ready established,  oi  proposed,  in  the  city  proper. 
To  multiply  the  number  is  almost  necessarily 
to  ieduce  the  standard."  I  deny,  Mr.  Cnair- 
man,  that  these  district  high  schools  are 
inferior  to  the  Boston  High  School  oi  are 
likely  to  become  so.    Thi3  view  is  essentially  the 


view  of  the  School  Committee.  Whiie  tbe  Boston 
High  School  has  been  wrangling  and  quarrelling 
about  head  masters,  admitting  scholars  from  the 
second  and  tbirj  classes  ot  the  grrmmar  schools 
ii,  order  to  show  how  many  scholars  are  piessing 
for  bigh-scho  .1  education  in  Boston  pioper.  the 
high  schools  of  the  submbs  have  been  making 
Bte&.oy  and  intelligent  progress.  Th°  School  Com- 
mittee in  fact  ac  vise  parents  10  r.eod  their  chil- 
dren to  the  local  high  schools  in  preterenre  to  the 
school  in  Bostoo.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  call 
the  attention,  of  the  Boar'i  to  wbat  the  School 
CoLoTittee    say    about     these     district     schools: 

"Tbe  commictee  believe  ihat  the  Do  Chester 
High  School  is  quite  equal  to  any  of  the  other 
high  schools.  That  so  far  as  results  have  ceen  or 
can  be  measured,  it  compares  favorably  with 
toose  of  orh-r  similar  institutions." 

"The  West  Rox but y  High  School  has  leaintain- 
ed  during  the  past  year  its  usual  high  rank 
in  ail  of  it«  dep^itnieuts.  This  school  is 
situated  in  tbe  centre  of  a  rapidly  in- 
creasing population,  a  oil  bids  fair  to  rank  favor- 
ably with  those  in  othei  parts  of  the  city  at  no 
distant  day." 

"The  Ch-rlestowu  High  School  b=,s  during  ihe 
year  custained  its  excellent  reputation  ol  former 
ye,ars,  and  bids  fair,  in  the  f  attire,  to  take  and 
maintain  a  prominent  position  among  the  schools 
ot  the  oaa  e  grade  in  the  newly  exre\ided  city  of 
Boston." 

"In  tbe  Briguton  High  School  tbe  number  of 
branches  taught  has  not  been  solaige  as  in  some 
oth-r  high  scho  'Is,  but  as  inanv  have  been  pur- 
sued a:-  was  practicable.  *  *  *  In  this  school 
have  oeen  fitted  many  scholars  who  have  gradu- 
ated with  honors  from  the  various  New  England 
colleges,  and  wbo  are  now  engaged  in  the  piactice 
of  the  learned  piofessioas." 

"The  Roxeury  High  School  has  maintained  its 
former  creditable  condition,  ana  it  is  believed 
has  never  been  more  successful  in  meeting  the 
expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  frierds  at  the 
Highlauds." 

It  is  a  pi'-y,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
School  Committee  -ould  not  have  made  thnr 
work  complete,  and  referred  to  bigh  schools 
at  East  aud  South  Boston,  where  r  early 
one-third  of  our  inhabitants  reside.  All  liou- 
or,  however,  to  that  committee.  In  the  last 
yeai  of  their  existence  as  a  boaid  thev  were  will- 
ing to  do  justice  to  East  Bostoo  at  leasr,  a.Ld  have 
voted  to  establisn  a  high  school  there.  The  com- 
mittee that  considered  the  subject  and  the  late 
superintendent  of  our  public  schools  also  gave 
utterance  to  the  following  just  and  sensible  re- 
marks, wnich  aie  in  striking  contrast  with  tbe 
ic  justice  of  ihe  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic instruction,  in  f^vor  ot  depiiving  these  sec- 
tions ot  bign  schools : 

"Annexation  seems  to  have  determined  the 
course  of  the  luture  development  of  our  high- 
school  system.  It  is  pretty  evident  that  the  ex- 
isting schools  in  tbe  outlying  districts  will  not  be 
abolished,  but  that,  on  tbe  coiuraiy,  similar  ones 
will,  at  uo  distant  day,  be  established  at  East  Bos- 
ton and  South  Boston.  Your  committee  feel  that 
thai  day  should  be  no  longer  a  distant  one,  but 
should  be  actually  existing,  bv"  the  sstablishment 
of  a  high  school  for  boys  and  girls  at  East  Boston 
at  the  time  indicated  by  the  public  opinio o  or  its 
inhabitants." 

Is  it  oecause  the  iohabitaots  of  East  and  South 
Boston  are  compaiativelv  poor  that  they  aie  to  be 
overlooked  in  this  matter  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction?  If  they  are  poor  it  is  a 
good  reason  why  a  ttign  school  should  be 
placed  yit bin  easy  reach  of  their  children — 
■why  th  y  should  not  be  t  xed  with  horse- 
car  fares  and  oiher  expenses  that  would  fol- 
low if  their  children  are  compelled  to  travel 
thiee  to  five  miles  every  day  to  reach  a  school  in 
the  city  proper.  I  have  noticed  all  through  life 
that  parents  who  are  comparatively  poor  have  tbe 
most  intense  desire  to  give  their  children  an  edu- 
cation. To  accomplish  thispurpose  is  their  great- 
est ambition.  This  is  one  reason  why  we  have  so 
manym-n  of  distinction  in  the  country  whose 
start  in  life  was  from  very  small  begio- tngs.  It 
is  quite  evident  that  the  greater  tbe  oistance  chil- 
dren have  to  travel  to  school  the  more  you  limit 
the  numoer  of  cbildien  in  such  schools.  This 
fact  should  be  an  important  consideration  in  the 
location  of  our  sehoolhouses,  but  is  completely 
ignored  by  the  report  of  toe  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction.  Of  nine  scholars  who  graduated  at 
the  Prescott  Grammar  School  at  East  Boston  last 
year,  and  who   weie    admitted   into  the  Boston 
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High  School,  but  one  now  remains,  od  account  of 
the  inconvenience  and  the  expense  of  attending 
that  school.  In  Prussia,  where  school  laws  are  so 
strict,  a,nd  where  all  children  are  compelled  to  at- 
tend school,  the  distance  of  the  scnoolhouse  is 
not  overlooked,  for  while  the  attendance  ot  the 
scholar  is  compulsory,  the  laws  also  provide  that 
the  schoolhou.se  shall  be  located  within  easy 
walki  g  distance  of  tbe  scholars  L  t  the  Aldermen 
bring  this  matter hovue  c  itbeuiselve  .Suppose  they 
reside  from  three  to  five  miles  from  the  proposed 
higa  schools  in  the  city  prope  and  their  children 
have  to  sperd  from  two  to  rare 8  hours  t.verv  day 
in  the  streets  to  reach  the'ii,  is  not  this  a  serious 
objection?  Five  hours  in  the  school  aod  two  or 
three  hours  in  tbe  streets  or  in  horse  cars,  what 
kind  of  an  education  is  that  to  give  our  cbildien? 
The  Committee  on  tbe  Dorchester  High  School 
take  the  right  view  of  tbe  dangers  of  suet- a  sys- 
tem when  tber  say  that  ''Pupils  from  t'oar  ward, 
taking  tbe  steam  cars,  must  walk  f .  om  three- 
quarters  or  a  mile  to  a  tuiie  and  a  ha'.f  after  ttn-y 
reach  the  stations,  in  the  city  pioner,  01  accom- 
plish a  part  of  tie  journey  by  hone' cars.  Those 
who  use  the  Washi  .gton-streetcais  must  travel  in 
them  from  four  to  twelve  miles  a  day.  Nor,  to 
mention  the  expe  se  of  tnese  journbys,  th.y  re- 
quire from  one  to  ihree  hours  daily  or  the  schol- 
ar's time.  *  *  *  But  those  who  have  given  this 
subject  th  i  rnotr  attention  agree  in  legaroing 
th'rse  journeys  as  in  some  degree  perilous  to  the 
scholars,  especially  to  the  girls.  It  is  no  neces- 
sary to  meution  the  possible  temptatious  which 
this  travel  of  tr.'m  one  10  three  boms  a  day,  to  ■ 
three  or  four  vears,  may  suggest;  but  it  is  well 
for  pa'ents  to  cashier  them." 

These  remarks  applv  with  equal  force  to  East 
Boston  aoc  the  pupils  from  that  ward.  It  is  sur- 
prising, however,  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  overlooked  thismz.ttar,  and  could  only 
see  danger  to  tbe  health  and  morals  of  our  chil- 
dren ia  mixed  schools,  where  they  were  under 
proper  restraints,  and  no  dangei  when  they  were 
seveial  hours  in  tha  streets  f  i  ee  fiom  all  restraint. 
I  refet  to  the  remark  in  the  |rep«rt  now  before  us 
that  there  is  "seriois  objections  to  having  mixed 
schools  in  large  cities."  I  aeny,  Mi.  Chairnan, 
the  inference  to  be  crawn  from  this  remark. 
Mixed  schools  dangerous  to  the  health  or  uiorais 
of  our  children !  Ou  the  contrary,  mixed  seuools 
place  children  on  their  good  behavior.  They  will 
make  our  boys  more  maunerly  and  manly  in  their 
bearing,  and  our  girls  more  modest  and'  reserved 
in  their  deportment.  To  take  any  other  view  of 
the  matter  would  be  a  libel  on  our  children.  I  do 
not  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  one  grand  central 
high  school,  requiring  a  a  expenditure  of  six  or 
seven  hundred  thousands  of  dollars,  in  Boston 
proper,  compelling  many  of  the  children  who  at- 
tend this  school  to  travel  from  three  to  five  miles 
before  rhey  can  reach  it.  In  less  than  tweuty-five 
years  such  a  school  will  be  surrounded  by  stores 
and  warehouses,  and  entirely  out  of  place,  no 
'mattei  where  you  locate  it,  just  as  tne  old  Bedford- 
street  school  house  is  out  of  place  today  and  has 
been  for  j  ears.  Stores  are  even  now  in  rne  vicin- 
ity of  tbe  Newton-street  High  School,  and 
tbe  proposed  high  school  ou  Wairen  ave- 
nue, and  io.  a  few  years  these  scho  ils 
will  be  surrounded  bv  stores.  How  much 
pleas  inter  it  is  to  turn  to  the  future  of 
our  lugb  schools  in  the  suburbs.  In  tbe  course  of 
years  1  predict  a  great  superiority  tor  these  dis- 
trict high  schools,  located  as  they  are  ou  elevated 
land,  whete  the  cuildren  can  breathe  fresh  an  and 
grow  up  in  robust  hsalth,  inseao.  of  sen  ring  tbe  a 
to  schools  on  made  land  with  imperfect  drainage. 
I  consider  it  a  serious  matter,  in  the  location  of 
thes->  schools,  to  compel  our  children  in  the  su- 
burbs to  attend  thex,  where  the  drainage  is  so 
imperfect  that  we  have  been  compelled  to  ap- 
point a  commission  of  the  best  engineering  talent 
in  the  couutry  to  study  the  subject ;  snow  us  the 
way  to  remedy  evils  that  uow  exist,  and  it  is 
doubtful  bow  soon  this  nuiv.nce  will  be  abated. 
It  has  been  remarked  that  if  we  establish  this 
high  school  at  East  Boston,  next  yea  r  «  e  will  be 
asked  for  $100,000  for  a  new  buildii  g.  AVhat  it  we 
are  asked  for  $100,000,  will  any  Alderman  say 
that  this  money,  properly  expended  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  is  mou.-y  thrown  away?  Such 
economy  as  that  is  false  eco  oiny.  We  expend 
eight  or  nit  e  millio  s  ev< m.v  year  io  taking  care  of 
the  poor  and  the  sick,  in  building  jails  and  bouses 
of  correction,  filled  with  a  large  percentage  of 
psoole  waose  education  has  been  neglected;  foi 
roads  ana  Dridges  and  other  purposes,  and  will 
money  expended  for  ths  education  of  our  children 


to  enable  them  to  bridge  over  this  life,  and  make 
tbsm  good  ana  intelligent  citizens,  be  money  ex- 
pended in  vain?  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  by 
our  votes  we  will  compl-te  the  establishment  of  a 
high  school  at  East  Boston;  that  we  will  cot  shirk 
tbe  responsibility  and  place  it  on  other  shoulders; 
that  the  precsure  of  toe  citizens  fiom  East  Boston 
for  such  a  scb  iol.  aod  the  ordeis  of  the  school 
committee  establishing  it  will  be  sustained.  I 
hops  also  that  a  similar  movement  will  soon  be 
made  for  South  Boston,  so  that  these  sections  of 
the  city  will  be  placed  on  an  equality  with, 
other  sections  that  now  enjoy  these  privileges. 
This  is  ao  hasty  measure,  brought  forward  pre- 
maturely and  without  oue  consideiation.  It  has 
been  inoorse  i  and  reef  mmended  by  John  D. 
Phiibtick,  superintendent  of  our  public  schools 
for  eighteen  yeais,  a  geotl-man  who  has  devoted 
more  attention  to  high-school  education  iban  any 
other  man  in  the  countty,  havig  been  connected 
with  bigo  schools  as  a  teacher  before  be  became 
our  superintendent.  la  his  last  able  report  he 
says— 

•'Thanks  to  annexation,  we  now,  with  reason, 
congratulate  ourse'ves  on  having  so  many  and  so 
good  nigh  schools.  But  complacency  in  view  of 
ou-  high-school  system  is  allowable  oaly  by  com- 
parison with  ths  existing  American  standaid  of 
public  secoudaiy  instruction,  which  standard, 
with  respect  to  the  education  of  boys,  is  far  be- 
jotv  ihat  of  some  foielrn  countries.  In  Vienna, 
whose  population  exceeds  that  of  Philadelphia, 
but  is  considerably  less  than  that  of  New  York, 
there  are  sixteen  public  schools  for  the  secondary 
education  of  boys.  In  respect  to  equipment,  m- 
cludmi  apparatus  and  libraries,  they  are  vastly 
superior  to  the  first-class  American  high  schools. 
*  *  *  The  total  number  of  pupils  is  not  less 
tban  5500,  a  numotr  at  lea;t  equal  to  that  of  the 
whole  number  or  boys  receiving  secondary  e  luca- 
tion  in  che  public  high  schools  of  the  fifteen 
largest  schools  in  America.  And  this  vast  city 
system  of  secoodaiy  education  is  mainly  ot  recent 
creation." 

He  also  predicts  that  the  existing  high  schools 
in  the  outlyicg  districts  will  cot  be  abolished,  but 
that  similar  ones  will  be  esrablisbeo  at  East  arid 
South  Boston.  It  has  been  indorsed  by  tos  School 
Committee,  alter  lonn  and  caieful  aeliberati^n ; 
it  has  besu  emphat:cally  inooised  by  tb>  recent 
action  of  <mr  Common  Council,  and  I  hope  the 
Boarc.  of  Aliieimen  will  complete  tbe  work,  and 
give  to  East  Boston  what  in  right  and  justice  her 
thirty  thousand  citizens  deniaoo — a  high  sch?ol 
for  the  education  ot  herchiidreu.  I  might  g>  on. 
Mr.  Chaiiman,  and  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks 
of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  in  relation  to  the 
comparative  economy  of  central  and  district  high 
schools.  If  you  look  at  the  statistics  ot  the  cost 
of  education,  you  will  finn  that  it  is  as 
great  in  the  centiil  high  school  as  it  is  in  these 
disti  ict  high  schools.  A  teacher  can  only  teach  a 
certain  number  of  scholars  satisfactorily,  and  you 
cannot  increase  the  numbei  of  scholars  in  a  cen- 
tral higa  school  without  increasing  the  number  of 
teachers,  and  the  general  expense  al*o.  The  illus- 
tration of  the  Alderman  was  also  a  very  uutair 
one.  The  Dorchester  school  has  perhaps  fewer 
pupils  than  any  other  of  the  district  high  schools ; 
bar  if  you  will  "look  at  the  average  expense  attend- 
ing the  district  high  schools,  yoa  will  find  that  the 
average  percentage  is  but  very  slightly  over  that  of 
tne  expense  of  educating  the"600  trirls  in  the  New- 
ton-street High  School.  In  relation  to  his  remaiks 
about  t^e  high  sctools  of  other  cities.  I  don't 
think  we  ought  to  consider  it  foi  one  moment. 
Boston  has  stood  io  the  first  rank  as  an  education- 
al city,  and  I  believe  that  when  we  go  out  of  it  to 
examine  the  schools  of  other  cities  we  will  find 
there  is  nothii  g  scarcely  woith  examiuing.  In  a 
visit  to  the  Newton-street  Higu  School,  today— 
and  I  agree  with  the  Aldeiman  that  it  is  a  very 
de  ir  Die  and  creditable  m  titutioa  for  the 
city — I  was  struck  wheu  1  entered  —  aud 
it  might  have  been  from  the  fact  that 
I  went  from  the  pure,  clear  air  —  with 
the  bad  ventilation  of  the  builJiug.  in 
the  lower  iioois  more  particularly.  It  uow  has 
some  600  scholars,  and  1  understood  the  head  mas- 
ter to  sav  he  could  accommodate- 200  more  than 
there  are  there  now.  1  have  said  all  I  intended  to 
sav  on  this  subject .  and  I  hope  tbe  order  furnish- 
ing accommodations  for  the  East  Boston  High 
School  Till  pass. 

Alderman  Prescott— One  or  two  remarks  that 
the  Aldermau  from  Ward  14  has  made  giiea 
wronii  impression,  oeitaiulv.  unless  they  are  ex- 
plained or  conttadioted.    He  quotes  fiom  Super- 
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ioteodent  Philbrick's  report  in  1874  in  regard  to 
tht  sixteen  sepaiate  and  independent  schools 
at  Vienna.  I  wonder  ne  did  n't  quote 
the  sentence  a  ten  lires  beyoud,  where  be  close* 
with,  "these  schools  are  not  supported  ar  the  p  ib- 
Uc  txpense."  They  aie  nor  public  schools.  I 
know  that  New  Y<  rk,  Philauelphia  and  Chi- 
cago have  their  centra'  high  schools  or  col- 
leges; they  may  lave  sixteen  or  sixty  private 
high  schools,  but  that  is  not  an  argument,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  which  meets  this  case.  Then,  again, 
in  regard  to  the  nine  East  Bosto  grammar  school 
boys  win),  tu-  Al  del  man  said,  we  .t  to  the  lutrh 
school  and  lefi  in  two  years  rroui  that  time.  Does 
be  wean  to  say  taey  lett  because  it  was  100  tar 
lor  them  to  travel?  Has  he  i',ve  ;tigate  I  that 
point?  Is  it  true  ihatboys  ot  fourteen  ve.tis  can- 
not come  across  the  feme*  an  i  i  a«e  the  ears  which 
run  every  three  or  tour  minutes  to  witbiu  a  sio-ie's 
throw  of  the  high-school  building?  Have  the 
boys  nt  Boston  degeue rated  bo  much?  One  o^ier 
point  in  regard  to  rhe  East  Boston  scholais  in  the 
high  school  after  entering.  I  quote  from  the  re- 
port of  (he  committee  of  the  School  Hoard  who 
recommended  this  senaratt-  md  in dependent 
school  lorEa-t  Bo --ton: 

"it  wa"  found  upon  examination  of  those  who 
a  trend  the  nigh  school  from  the  centte  of  the 
city  thirty-four  per  cent,  graduated;  and  or  those 
who  attended  it  fiom  East  Boston  thirty-eight  per 
cent,  graduated." 

Does  i  hat  show  that  whe..  th  v  entet  the  Ligh 
school  the  distance  and  hard-hip-  ;:re  so  gieat 
that  they  cannot  continue?  On  the  contrary,  it 
appears  lhat  they  do  remain:  and,  singularly 
enough,  we  fiuo  the  committee  reportii  g  that  the 
percentage  of  East  Boston  pupils  who  graduate 
is  larger  than  that  of  the  pupils  who  live  within 
uerhai-s  a  stone's  throw  of  ths  Gi'ls'  H?gh  School 
building.  No  doubt  the  same  ratio  exists  in  re- 
gard to  the  English  High  School,  conclusively 
showing  that  the  pupils  of  East  Boston  have  more 
than  the  average  interest  in  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion of  a  high-school  character.  Now.  I  ao  iot 
desire  to  cu  any  injustice  to  the  c^mmitt-e  who 
reported  it.  The  stacement  is  to  doubt  trua;  but 
rb  claim  is  that,  notwithstanding  a  larg-  rperceit. 
of  their  pupils  graduat-,  there  is  not  so  large 
a  per  cent,  of  their  oupils  entering  the  high  school 
as  there  would  be  if  t>iey  bad  a  high  school  at 
home.  I  say  that  in  justice  to  them,  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  ileDy  the  fact  nat  if  they  had  a  high 
school  at  horn i  they  would  send  a  laiger  propor- 
tion ol  their  girls  to  it.  I  do  not  deny  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  for  t'-em,  hut  I  do  claim 
that  ;hi- is  not  a  proptr  time  to  con  ider  so  im- 
portant a  matter  as  this,  or  certainly  not  to  take 
any  such  radical  step  as  this.  1  am  sorry  'h-  Al- 
derman from  Ward  14  appealed  to  the  Aldermen 
from  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury,  Roxbury  and  the 
outlying  districts  of  t-.eei'y  of  Boston.  Thatisnot 
the  wav  to  aecioe  so  important  a  question  as 
this.  AVe  are  b-re  not  to  represeut  wards  and 
sections,  but  the  entire  cuy.  The  question 
is,  whether  the  city  of  Boston  should  con- 
tinue these  schools  as  separate,  distinct  and 
independent  schools,  as  they  are  now?  I  have  not 
are  tied  in  favor  of  giving  tb^m  up.  I  rhinb  it 
would  be  quite  possible  to  contntue  tbetn  as 
branch  schools  at  a  very  much  less  expense  than 
thev  are  mn  at  present  by  not  havug  a  neai  mas- 
ter .in  each  at  as  high  a  salary  as  is  paid  the  head 
master  of  our  largt  central  schools ;  aud  there  are 
other  ways  in  which  the  expense  can  be  reduced. 
I  '  agree  with  the  Aldermnu  that  if  this 
school  is  established  in  East  Boston  justice 
requires  that  South  Boston  should  have 
a  bie'h  school.  It  that  is  to  be  tht  settled  policy 
of  the  Government,  no  one  will  vore  more  readily 
than  I  will  to  give  that  section  its  high  school. 
And  then  the  Alderman  says,  if  you  "give  East 
Boston  a  hijh  school,  next  year  South  Boston  will 
have  its  high  school.  It  we  are  to  provide  South 
Bo°toii  with  a  high  school,  we  may  1  e  called  upon 
to  provide  the  North  and  West  en  is  with  one, 
for  these  sections  are  more  oistsnt  fiom  the 
high  schools  today  than  South  Boston.  The 
gentleman  has  quoted  from  the  la-t  repoit 
of  the  late  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools.  I 
think  that  it  the  outlying  teuitory  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  as  it  is  now,  bad  not  been  provided  with 
high  schooln,  the  late  Superintendent  would  have 
been  che  last  to  recommend  the  establishment  of 
separat"  and  oistinct  high  schools.  I  say  the 
question  has  nevei  been  so  fully  and  seriously 
considered  as  it  should  be.  We  have  taken  m 
these  sections  with  tbeir  high  schools,  and  we 
boive  allowed  them  to  go  on  sepaiate  aol  distinct, 


do  t  v.'O  of  tbem  alike,  not  even  branches  of 
our  central  schools.  It  it  is  to  be  the  settled 
policy  of  r tie  ci  y  to  sustain  nu-  present  dis- 
trict high  schools  as  separate  and  independent 
institutions,  then,  certainly,  the  cuty  of  Boston  has 
made  a  most  serious  mistake  in  thep;st.  They 
hive,  as  I  hav  shown,  erected  the  mo  t  costly 
scliool  structure  of  its  kior ,  perhaps,  in  the  coun- 
try, intended  for  the  high-school  education  of  all 
the  girls  in  the  citv  of  Boston.  Wi -bin.  less  than 
three  years  we  have  expeided  more  than  a  quar- 
ter ot  a  million  dollars  for  a  site  for  a  high  school 
for  boys,  and  the  main  point  thatthrt  committee 
-  for  I  happened  to  be  one  of  the -n — bad  in  vie>v  in 
selecting  that  site  was  t  >  secure  one  thar  was  ac- 
cessible to  all  f)  irtions  of  the  city.  Tiie  sire 
is  at  the  S  uith  End,  just  off  from  'rre.nont 
street,  handy  to  tie  cars  coming  from  th-.  North, 
West  aud  South  ends,  Roxbui  v,  Dover  street,  and 
to  t  ae  Boston  &  Providence  a  d  Albany  railroads 
at  Dartmouth  street,  where  the  scholars-  l torn 
Brookln.e  and  Jamaica  Plain,  should  they  be  an- 
nexed, could  land  witnin  easy  walk  of  the  bind- 
ing. That  was  the  view  ot  the  committee,  who 
voted  unanimously  to  recommend  the  purchase  of 
that  site  by  the  city,  and  it  was  done:  and  t>ad  it 
nor  been  toat  on  the  1st  of  January,  1874,  Charles- 
town,  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  were  annex- 
ed, and  the  School  Board  allowed  things  to 
go  on  -.s  rhr ;  had  ru  ,  without  bring- 
ine  the  outlying  hign  s  hods  it  to  our  sys- 
tem, I  do  not  believe  we  should  have  heard  of  this 
hign  school  in  East  Boston  today.  If  we  want 
high  schools  deserving  of  the  name,  .  e  cannot 
have  then  in  these  li  -r.net  schools.  The  boys' 
b'gh  school  is  fast  growing  to  be  what  the  high 
school  of  N-'tv  Yoik  is — that  is  a  boys'  college; 
ami  i  ur  girls'  hinh  school  will  be  no  less  a  college 
for  girls  than  Va-sar  College  is  no  v.  Ittravbe 
yvell  to  establish  inexpensive  branch  high  school* 
in  the  outlyiug  •  istricts  or  the  city;  but  ih^y 
should  all  br  connected  with  the  central  school,  as 
our  bran,  h  libiarie;  a-e  connected  with  the  cen- 
tral public  libtaiy. 

Aioerrnan  O'Btien — One  word  in  relation  in  the 
public  schools  at  Vienna.  I  did  not  mean  to  mis- 
quote them,  or  have  the  Ald<nur.u  draw  an  un- 
fair inference  from  the  quotation.  Nearly  all  the 
public  schools  ot  Europe,  especially  those  of  a 
high  grade,  are  differeut  from  ours  .  H-re  educa- 
tion is  free,  there  it  is  not  free.  In  Vieoni  the 
schools  are  public,  but  then}  is  a  small  tax  to  snp- 
p  irt  them,  and  vou  might  sav  the  same  of  almost 
all  the  nations  of  Europe.  There  is  a  difference 
in  rhe  mode  or  levying  the  expense  of  con- 
ducting these  schools.  We  assess  it  upon 
all  our  citizens,  and  all  our  citizens  should 
have  equal  privileges.  In  relation  to  hav- 
ing high  schools  at  the  North  and  West  enas, 
which  the  Alderman  alluded  to,  just  lock  at  that 
matter!  If  there  are  high  schools  in  East  Boston, 
Charlestown,  Brighton,  West  Roxbury,  Dorches- 
ter, and  South  Boston,  circling  the  city,  with  a 
central  high  school  in  Boston  prope  ,  no  North 
End  child  will  go  to  the  central  school  wh'n  he 
cnii  travel  a  t-w  hundred  feet  and  go  to  one  in 
East  Poston.  Such  a  circle  would  place  all  the 
huh  schools  with  n  easy  reach  of  all  our  children, 
and  that  is  ove  of  the  great  reasons  why  we  ought 
toadrpttbis  system.  The  Newton-street  school 
has  two  hundred  less  scholais  than  it  can  accom- 
modate, because  the  expensi  of  reaching  it  is  so 
great  that  parents  cannot  afford  it.  I  an  not  sur- 
prise -1  thao  9  la'ger  percentage  of  the  children 
who  go  to  the  ceutral  high  school  from  East  Bos- 
ton graduate,  than  there  is  ot  pupils  from  the  city 
proper.  And  why  shouldn't  therebs?  If  a  scholar 
has  au  intense  desire  to  obtain  a  high-school  edu- 
cation, and  wdl  occupy  two  or  th/ee  hours  of  his 
time  every  day  in  going  to  and  from  school,  a 
larger  per  cent,  ot  that  call  iie  will  graduate  than 
of  those  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Alderman  Power — It  is  well  known  tnat  the  do- 
ings of  thi's  School  Committee  were  pretty  thor- 
oughly criticised  by  this  Board  when  ihe  estab- 
lisument  of  a  new  body  came  up,  and  I  believe 
there  was  very  little  differ  nee  of  opinion,  so  tar  as 
the  present  mode  of  conducting  our  schools  is 
concerned.  It  was  stated  on  all  hands  that  they 
had  entirely  failed  to  meet  the  expectations 
of  the  taxpayers  in  tbs  management  of 
the  schools.  It  is  the  most  extravagant 
branch  of  this  Government,  and  more  money 
is  yvasted  there  than  in  all  the  other  de- 
partments put  together.  This  Goveicment  very 
wisely  adopted  a  plan  whereby  we  might  try 
some  other  mode  ot  conducting  that  department, 
feeling  pretty  certain   that  we  could  not  have  a 
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worse  one  thin  at  present.  I  don't  pretend  to  say 
whether  thepiesentsytem  of  district  high  schools 
is  right  oi  not;  I  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  made 
by  a  member  ot  the  School  Committee,  that  "the 
senior  en  dinners  of  this  Board  are  too  ignorant 
oi  to  illiterate  to  con-ider  that  question;  and 
in  doir.g  so  I  shall  feei  justified  in  voting 
against  this  measure,  that  the  subject  may 
go  co  the  new  body.  I  will  plead  guilty  of  the 
coarge  ot"  being  incompete-ot  ro  judge  of  this 
question,  and  therefore  will  vote  against  inaugu- 
rating any  system  whereby  the  city  is  going  to  be 
put  to  any  further  cotumittte  to  ths  expenditure 
of  a  larse  amount  of  money  in  a  way  that  we 
ktow  nothing  about.  It  ia  my  opinion  tbat  the 
high  schools  in  Cbarlestowr,  Dorchester,  Brigh- 
ton ana  West  K  xbury  would  not  have  been  es- 
tablishe  >,  had  not  they  been  already  when  those 
places  were  annexec;  but  tnev  weie  established, 
and  the  government  has  not  seen  tic  to  abol- 
ish them.  I  am  still  of  toe  opinion  that  we  lave 
too  much  education.  Children  learn  a  little  of  al- 
most everything,  but  not  enough  ot  the  solid 
branches.  I  feel  i  ertain  of  the  trurh  of  ths  asser- 
(i  n  of  the  aluernian  opposite,  that  the  children  of 
thenreseot  day  will  not  compa  e  with  those  of 
twenty  years  ago,  when  a  boy  wa=  fitted  to  go  into 
a  counting-roo>n  to  keep  books,  out  cow  he  cau- 
not  do  so  till  he  has  taken  a  course  at  Co- 
mer's or  Bryant's.  Efforts  are  made  to  lift 
them  above  their  stations  in  life;  extrav- 
aga  t  notions  are  put  into  their  hea'is,  and  they 
are  unfitted  for  their  natural  uphere  in  life.  That 
is  aiy  notioa,  although  I  plead  guilty  to 'the  charge 
of  ignorance  ot  the  subject.  1  have  heard  it  said 
tbat  no  place  ic  the  world  can  compare  with  Bos- 
ton for  its  euo  tioual  -ystem.  It  has  heea  ihe 
great  evil  of  Boston  tiiat  she  has  been  consic  ered 
tat  ne  plus  ultra  ot  eveiytbing  great  aarj 
good  in  tbe  school  svscem.  I  don't  pretend  to 
know  much  about  it,  except  ihe  financial 
part  of  it;  Out  I  know  tbaL  tbe  facts 
given  by  the  Aldeiman  from  Ward  9  cannot  be 
controverted.  I  should  lrke  to  see  any  one  jusufy 
such  facts  as  he  states— ov  r  half  a  million  dollars 
spent  in  our  schools,  ad  ths  scholars  do  not  com- 
pare «tb  those  when  v>e  spent  $200,000.  Our 
whole  school  system  needs  a  thorougb  chsnae  of 
management.  It  may  be  policy  to  establish  these 
high  schools ;  but  I  think  t.>at  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  matter  ii  to  pass  into  che  hands  of 
a  new  body  of  mec,  we  ought  not  to  med- 
dle with  the  question  at  piesent.  These  are  my 
convictions,  no  rn?tter  wbat  the  60,000  people  of 
South  Boston  thins;  aDd  if, a-  tue  Alderman  says, 
they  are  clamoring  for  a  high  school,  I  differ  with 
the  jq  ;  and  I  cannot  help  it,  even  if  I  differ  with 
the  59,999  o'hers  who  live  there.  I  hope  this 
branch  will  not  concur  with  the  "ther  branch  ia 
the  establishment  of  the  Ea'-t  Bost  in  high  school. 

Alderman  Stebbins  state  1  that  he  opposed  the 
order  ajd  had  paired  with  Alderman  Harris,  who 
favors  it,  and  was  absent. 

Aldeiman  Pt escort  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  order  was  rejected  in  non- concurrence- 
yeas  4,  oays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Clark,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Viles — 4. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrj.ge,  Power,Pres- 
cott,  Quincy,  Wortbington— 6. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  we<e  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Institutions  to  report 
on  report  of  Directors  within  two  weeks.  Passed. 

A  resolve  and  order  to  lav  out  Terrace  street,  at 
a  cost  of  $26,841.30.  (City  Doc.  No.  102),  came  up. 
Referred  co  Joint  Committee  on  Sue  ts.  Con- 
curred. 

Report  and  order  to  rescind  order  to  construct 
a  urinal  on  North  Market  street.    Order  passed. 

Order  to  purchase  16,000  teer  of  lauo  on  Mt. 
Vernon  streer,  Wat d  17,  as  a  sit«  for  an  engiue 
house,  and  to  eiect  a  buildintr  thereou.  at  a  total 
cost  of  $5000.    Passed. 

Order  to  fit  up  the  Cabot-street  bathhouse  for 
the  purpose  ot  an  evening  school.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  if  any 
unexpended  balances  can  be  transferred  to  appio- 
p  nation  for  Paving.    Passed. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  for 
$1783.46  for  expenses  at  Suffolk  Jail  for  Septem- 
ber.   Ordered  paid. 

NEW  FERRY  BOAT  NEEDED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  following: 
The  Board  of  Directors  or  East  Boston  Ferries 
beg  leave   to  represent   that  from  a  recent  and 


careful  examination  of  the  boat  John  Adams, 
they  find  ths  hull  and  machinerv  so  much 
ou>  of  repair  as  to  rei-dci  ic  necessary 
to  provide  a  new  boat  at  an  early  day 
to  take  the  place  of  ibis  steamer.  This 
boat  has  been  loog  in  use,  having  been  built  in 
1853,  and  during  the  war  was  ia  Government  ser- 
vice. Tbe  Diiectors  would  further  lepreseut  that 
in  consequence  of  a  reduction  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Ferry  Department,  there  will  be  left  of  tne 
aopropriatio  for  the  present  financial  vear  from 
$25,000  to  $30,000;  and  they  ask  for  au'choriiy  to 
con  ract  for  a  new  boat,  $25,000  of  the  cost  for 
which  to  be  paio  out  of  the  appropriation  for  this 
financial  >  ear  and  the  balance  from  the  appro- 
pi  iatiou  for  next  year,  say  to  be  payable  on  May 
1,  1876.  The  Directors  are  coafident  that  anew 
boat  can  be  built  during  che  coming  winter  at 
much  less  cost  than  nexc  year,  tbus  saving  extra 
expense  to  the  city  and  affording  employment  to 
a  laige  number  of  mechanics. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Charles  Stanwood,  President. 

PETITION  FOR     STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Boston  Dyewood 
and  Chemical  Company,  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  two  steam  engiues  of  75-horse  power  eacu  on 
their  wharf  at  East  Boston,  and  an  omer  of  no- 
tice was  passed  tor  a  hearing  thereon  to  all  par- 
ties objecting,  on  Oct.  18,  at  four  o'clock  P.  At. 

BOSTON  WATER     POWER   COMPANY. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  repo.  t  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  amended  order  to  pay  Norman  C.  Munson  or 
his  assigns  $260,118.90  for  filling  certain  streets 
and  avenues  on  the  Back  Bay  territory,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions  therein  named ;  also  the  following 
order  providing  the  means : 

Orite  ed,  That  the  Treasuier  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  co  borrow,  under  the  aiiecuoo  of  tbe 
Couimiite=  on  F, nance,  tbe  sum  of  $267,000,  to 
constitu  e  an  appropriation  to  be  styleu  "Back 
BayScreets  aud  Avenues,"  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  claim  of  N.^C.  Munson  or  his  assign?,  as 
set  forth  in  the  accompanying  order. 

The  leport  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Worthrngton  moved  that  the  order 
take  its  second  reading.    Carried. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Aldeirrau  Clark— It  is  dua  to  the  Board  tbat  an 
explanatioo  be  made  in  regard  to  the  steps  taken 
in  Committee  oa  Finance,  as  their  recoaimeuda- 
tiou  is  unanimous,  At  tbe  request  of  the  Mayor, 
the  meeting  of  last  SaiurJay  was  adjourned  till 
today  at  twelve  o'clock,  in  or.ler  that  a  bond 
mitfbtbe  obtaiued  whicb  would  be  sat  sfaeto-y  to 
the  committse,  and  in  order  also  that  "the 
Mayor  and  committee  might  consult  the 
Citv  Sol'citor.  Today  it  twelve  o'clock  the 
committee  met  tbe  City  Solicitor,  aud  also 
Mr.  Hyde,  ihe  attorney  for  the  company. 
The  bond  for  $10,000  was  produced,  signed  by  trie 
Water   Power  Company  ai.d  indorsed    b}  John 

Bro«  n  and Kirby.    Tbe  City  Solicitor  stated 

his  belief  that  there  was  no  reason  why  the  order 
shoulo  tot  be  passed,  that  everything  had  been 
complied  with  according  t>  hisbe't  knowledge 
and  belief,  ano'  that  he  should  examine  all  of  the 
titles  before  any  of  the  papers  were  passed.  It 
was  theiefore  voted  unanimously  to  report  in  fa- 
vor of  the  passage  of  tbe  order.  The  bonds  of- 
fered were  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  Comtnit- 
te  >  on  Finance  and"  tnere  was  but  one  oj mioo  in 
regard  to  recommending  the  pas'age  of  the  order. 

Aloermao  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Power— In  view  of  those  f  sets  I  have 
no  further  opposition  to  offer  to  the  passage  ot 
the  order. 

The  orier  for  the  lo.n  was  read  twice  and 
passed— yeas  10,  nays  0— and  tbe  ordei  authorizing 
the  committee  to  pay  tbs  money  to  Norman  C. 
Munson  or  his  a-signs  was  passed  as  previously 
amended.    Severally  sent  down. 

TRANSFERS. 

The  Cbairmao  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance : 

Beport  on  request  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  with 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  ihe  item 
of  "Coutingem  Expenses"  to  that  ot  "Assessors' 
Sheers,"  in  the  appropriation  tor  Registration 
of  Voters|and  Election  Expenses,  the  sum  of  $65.09. 

Read  twice  aud  passed — yeas  8,  naysO;  sent 
down. 

Report,  on  report  of  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions on    request    of   Board   of   Diiectors   for 
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mean«  for  altering  Eastern-avenue  wharf,  with 
tbe  following: 

Orde.e;i,  That  the  Aunitor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorised  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $6800  to  constitute  an 
appropriation  for  altering  ard  enlarging  tbe  tiast- 
ern-avenoe  wharf  for  the  purpose  of  i  creating 
the  size  of  the  steam  .;oat  berth  at  saio  wharf  for 
tb-<  new  steamer  for  the  tublic  iustitutioos,  said 
w~rk  to  be  i'oue  lit  der  the  direction  of  he  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Building';  and  said  committee 
are  authorized  to  make  a  sttleineat  with  tbe  Board 
of  Harbor  t'oinmissione  s  for  the  amount  of  tine 
water  :obe  built  over  by  the  widening  of  said 
wiiaif. 

Read  t»:ice  and  passed— yeas  10.  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Worthingtou,  for  the  Committee  ou 
Streets  on  tbe  part  ot  the  Board,  submitted  or- 
ders to  pay  for  l.iuit  damages  as  follows: 

E'iza  VVaketibld,  $630,  tcideui.gr  ot  Hatrisou 
avenue. 

Boston  &  Providence.  Railroad  Corporation, 
$1024.  widening  of  Tremont  street. 

John  T.  Manson,  $4802.47,  laying  out  and  exten- 
sion of  Kast  Leuox  street. 

Severally  lead  ti-iee  and  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Woithingtoo  submitted  reports  from 
tbe  Ctynoautee  on  Health  on  the  pat  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Marks  &  Payne,  Frederica  street,  Ward 
6;  Barnes,  Gill  &  Co.,  in  yarn  of  United  States 
Hotel;  Levi  W.  Shaw,  East  Dover  street;  E.  M. 
Loveiand,  Allen  street,  Ward  17;  John  D.  Dodg», 
615  Sixtb  street.    Severally  accepted. 

SALARIES  OF  DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

Alderman  St-.bbins  submitted  ibe  followiog: 

The  Conmittee  on  Salaiies  having  been  re- 
quested by  the  Cou>uii,teo  on  tbe  Treasury  De- 
partoirnt  to  reoort  an  order  estaolishing  the  sala- 
ries of  the  Deputy  Collectors,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  ot  chapter  176  of  the  acts  of  the 
year  1875,  having  coi  sidered  the  subject,  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  or  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  salaries  of  the  Deputy  Col- 
lectors emoloyed  iu  cue  collection  of  taxes  shall 
be  at  the  rate  ot  $1700  per  annum,  payable  month- 
ly, beginning  on  the  first  dav  of  September,  A  D. 
1875. 

Aldermao  Power— I  hope  that  matter  will  lie 
over.  Just  at  ibis  time,  when  .everybody  is  tbiak- 
ing  of  retrenching,  it  se«ms  to  me  that  members 
should  have  a  little  time  to  consider  this  matter 
of  salaries  in  a  new  cepaitiueut.  We  all  know 
how  difficult  it  is  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  heads 
of  departments  or  deputies  after  the>  are  fixed. 
As  all  Know,  we  have  oeen  reducing  the  pay  of 
laborers  in  other  departments,  and  it  has  beeii  in- 
timated that  members  of  the  Government  should 
look  into  the  matter  or  the  pay  of  city  officers. 

Alde.mau  Stebbin*-  The  oraer  goes  ovtr  under 
the  rule,  but  I  will  state  that  the  report  is  a  step 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  Alderman.  Ihfi 
Deputy  Collectors  have  bsen  receiving  $2500  to 
$3000  .i  year.  In  the  judgment  ot  the  Committees 
on  Salaries  and  Treasury  D  epartment  $1700  was 
much  less  than  tbey  had  beeu  receiving  in  the 
way  of  fees. 

Alderman  O'Brien — How  many  Deputy  Col- 
lectors aie  there? 

Alderman  Stebbins—  Fifteen. 

The  order  w  nt  ovej. 

POLICE. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitte  i  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  recommending  tbe  confirm- 
ation of  the  Executive  nomination  of  William 
Stephens  as  a  police  officer.  Accepted  and  nomi- 
nation confirmed. 

LICENSES. 

Alaerman  Bigelow  submitted  re oorts  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Licenses,  asfo'lows: 

Recommending  leave  to  witadraw,  on  petition 
of  A.  H.  Higgins  et  ul.,  that  tbe  license  of  Mrs. 
Sweeney  be  restored  to  her. 

Milliard  Licenses  Granted — Marcus  Giiner.  847 
Washington  street;  Lewis  Clark.  382  Hanover 
street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— R.  M.  Field,  Bos- 
ton Museum. 

Dealersiu  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed — Hugh 
Lyons,  344  Commercial  street;  Jossph  Wobtge- 
gutb,  28  Brattle  stieet;    Patrick  J.  Keeoan,  165 


Fulton  street  (transferred  from  Geoige  W. 
Avery). 

Pawnorot-ers0  Licenses  GranteJ — Hannah  Stol- 
kowsky,  1333  Wachingt  u  street;  Donald  Hender- 
son, 139  Hsrriso:  avenue  (tran  ferred  rrom 
George  A.  DeWitt  &  Co). 

Auctioneer  Licensed—  C.  H.  Starkey,  981  Wash- 
ington street. 

Auctioneer's  License  Refused— Jacob  A.  Rich. 

Wagon  L'tensts  <; ranted— John  M.  1'ayson,  42- 
44  Culvert  s'reet;  Thomas  L?.«  ton,  Foster's  a-harf ; 
T.  A.  Josselyu,  171  Commercial  str<  et ;  Week.«  & 
Co.,  15  Devonshiie  street  and  34  Court  squnre; 
John  H  Kimball,  234  Commercial  S'lee'  :  Wi'liam 
Creaser,  1219  Washington  ;tieet;  P.  Goss,  158-160 
Court  sutet. 

Micois'  Applications  Gianted— Fiv;-  bootblacks 
and  twenty-thre>-  newsboys. 

Severally  aeceptec. 

ALBANY-STREET  BRIDGE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Burrage  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  Albany-street  Bridge   be  closed 
to    public    travel    on   this  day  and  remain  closed 
until  the  dredging  u<  der  the  draw  is  completed. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
tbe  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  of  notice  tor  a  hearing  on  Monday  cext, 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  construct- 
ing a  common  sewer  in  Trov  stieet  J  and  in  Boyls- 
ton  s.reet,  b  twe-.o  Boston  &  Pro videuce  Railroad 
nod  Centre  street ;  in  Lamartine  stieet,  between 
Boyl  ton  street  and  Oedar  avenue;  in  Chestnut 
stieet,  between  Boylston  street  *nd  Walnut  place ; 
ann  in  Spr' og-park*  av  nu-,  between  A  and  Chest- 
nut streets.    Severally  passed. 

Order  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Eoyls- 
tou  stieet.  between  boyl  tot  avenue  aud  Wasing- 
tou  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Commute  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  leav  .  to  witQdraw  on  pe- 
tition of  Joseph  R.  Winch  etal.  that  Fourth  sceet, 
between  E  and  F  streets,  be  macadamized  or 
paved  with  wood.    Accepted. 

Report  recommending  the  granting  of  a  permit 
to  James  Mellen  to  move  wooden  building  from 
Wasnburn  street,  Ward  19,  to  Brighton  avenue, 
Ward  19. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Hussey 
&  Lowe  to  close  Rochester  street,  opposite  build- 
ings cumbered  24  to  34  inclusive,  against  public 
travel  while  repairs  on  said  buildings  are  being 
made.    Read  twice  ami  Dassed. 

Reports  acct  otders  for  edgestoner  and  brick 
sioewalk=  in  front  of  estates  of  W.  S.  Harrington, 
124  Decatur  stieet.  East  Boston ;  Phin^as  B.  Smith , 
47  M;,rcella  -treet;  ert?»tes  on  Eighth  street,  be- 
tween D  and  E  streets.  Order*  seveially  read 
twice  andpa=sed. 

Report  and  order  for  tbe  Suoeintendent  of 
Streets  to!furnish  and  set  edgestones  on  Columbus 
avenue,  between  Kerdinand  and  Berkeley  stieets, 
and  pave  the  roadway  of  said  street  with  small 
granite  blocks.    Order  read  twine  aid  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  Nos.  20, 28,  30, 31, 33  and  35  Wavevlay  street, 
ano  in  front  ofjesta'e  on  Waverley  street,  corner 
of  Warren  street.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Stieets  t:o  grade  of  Pacific  street,  as  recently 
laid  out  by  the  Board  ot  Street  Commissioners; 
al?o  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the 
sidewalks  and  gutters,  where  required,  on  said 
streei.    Ord^r  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  ordei  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Stieets  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  one  side  of  O  street, 
betwten  Second  did  Fourth  sreets,  and  upon  the 
i  ortheily  side  of  Second  street,  between  O  and 
P  streets.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  pave  Cross  street,  between  North  and 
Commercial  streets,  with  small  granit«  blocks,  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $4500.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  tu-  sum  of  $1.95  be  abated  fiom 
tbe  amount  of  $16.43,  assessed  John  a  r  d  Patrick 
Dyer  for  sidewalk  No.  150  Silver  street;  said  abate- 
ment being  tor  an  euor  in  measurement. 

Read  twice  and  pas«ed, 

Schedules  of  the  coat  of  sidewalks  and|  edge- 
stones in  various  streets,  with  orders  for  assess- 
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ment  and  collection  of  same.  Orders  re*d  tvice 
ami  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  gravel  Westero  avenue,  Ward  19,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $80(10. 

Alderman  Siebbins  inquire'!  whether  ibe  com- 
mittee thought  it  wise  to"spendj$8000  in  gravelling 
the  9treet  when  so  much  maybe  required  to  put 
it  io  proper  condition  hereafter. 

Altiermau  Power  said  tae  macadamizing  or  pav- 
ing the  whole  roadway  «ould  cost  over  $100,000, 
aid  the  committee  could  not  attempt  it  witnout 
asking  for  more  money,  it  is  in  a  wretched  con- 
dition, and  though  he  pr-fsrre  1  to  macadamize  a 
small  piece  thoroughly,  it  bad  seemed  better  to 
cover  it  vith  coarse  gravel,  which  would  answer 
for  tliis  year  ar  least.  The  material  thus  used 
wouid  not  be  lost,  but  woul  i  De  useful  in  complet- 
ing the  widening  of  the  street. 

The  ord«r  was  rei-i  twice  and  passed. 

Report  an  >  order  for  tne  Superintendent  of 
Streets  to  pave  Bedford  street  from  Washington 
to  Kingstm  strest,  with  small  granite  blocks,  at 
an  estimated  co-:t  of  88000. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  attention  to  toe  nar- 
row* ess  of  the  freet,  heavy  learning  and  conse- 
quent noise  near  the  high  school,  ano  the  desira- 
bility of  wood  pavemei  t  near  th-  schoolhouse,  as 
had  been  done  near  several  pramrnar  schools.  He 
moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  portion  of  the 
street  tear  tie  high-school  ouilding  he  paved 
with  wood. 

Alderman  Power  said  that  question  had  not  oc- 
curred to  the  committee;  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  amendment  and  hoped  his  associates  would 
concur  with  him, thou ghi.rdioarily  Bedfordstreet 
is  not  such  a  one  as  ne  wonld  vote  to  pave  with 
wood. 

Alderman  Burrage  sai-J  tb^  small  granite  blocks 
would  not  be  so  noisy  as  the  old  pavement.  It  is 
hardly  good  policy  to  pave  a  part  of  a  screet  with 
wood,  which  is  slippery  and  an  expensive  luxury, 
that  could  not  be  afforded  in  many  streets.  The 
advantages  of  a  wood  pavement  would  hardly  off- 
set he  disadvantages. 

Alderman  Prescott  thought  the  Board  was  justi- 
fied in  paving  a  small  part  of  Bedford  street  in 
front  of  rhe  scoool  with  wood  as  the  whole  of 
Court  street,  to  please  a  f*w  lawyers  and  mer- 
chants. Professor  Seaver  has  repeatedly  spoken 
in  regard  tu  the  din  and  noise  in  Bedford  street, 
causiug  great  inconvenience  in  hearing  recita- 
tions. He  hoped  the  Boaro  would  consider  that 
the  advantages  would  outweigh  the  disadvan- 
tages. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  if  fie  question  recurred 
in  putting  wood  pavement  in  Court  street  he 
should  vote  against  it,  haviug  changed  bis  views 
somewhat.  The  small  granite  blocks  will  be  less 
noisy ;  wood  pavement  is  hard  for  horses  drawing 
heavy  loads,  and  he  thought  it  hardly  expedient 
to  lay  wood  io  only  a  small  part  of  the  street. 

Alderman  O'Brien  bad  had  some  experience  of 
the  noise  in  Bedtoid  stiver,  where  he  spent  several 
hours  every  week,  but  doubted  whether  the  wood 
pavement  in  so  [small  part  would  prevent  the 
noise.  He  preferred  wooci  in  all  the  street,  but  if 
it  is  ioo  expensive  he  would  waive  the  preference. 

Alderman  Power  said  it  had  been  done  in  sev- 
eral streets.  The  cost  will  not  exceed  $1500.  As 
laid  now, wood  pavement  will  last  a  long  time  and 
is  not  so  slippery  as  it  u«eo  to  be.  He  recollected 
that  last  year  the  teachers  asked  that  the  street 
be  paved  with  wood,  but  it  was  forgotten  amid 
the  pressing  demand,  of  other  sections. 

Al'iermau  Bigelow  bad  never  favored  wood 
pavements,  notbelieviug  them  durable;  he  saw 
the  necessity  or  quiet  in  Bedford  street  an  1  if  he 
should  consent  w  am  further  wood  pavements, 
it  would  be  under  such  circutns-iancAS.  It  would 
be  better  to  macadamize  the  street  rather  than 
pave  it  vith  vood,iI  they  could  not  have  small 
granite  blocks. 

Altlerman  Power  said  that  at  the  present  price 
of  wood  it  is  cheaper  than  macadam,  and  if  bur- 
nettized  it  *ill  last  ten  >ears;  though  it  would  be 
cheaper  than  macadam  if  it  lasted  only  rive  years, 
for  the  latter  would  be  veiy  much  cut  up  after 
every  rain. 


Alderman  Bigelow  said  the  heavy  teaming  in 
Beo ford  street  would  cut  up  wood  paving  very 
soon.  To  reoair  the  macadam  tvety  year  would 
be  cheaper  than  to  lay  the  wood. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  report  and 
oraer  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, to  recousider  tee  subject. 

CENSUS    STATISTICS. 

Alderman  Quincj  moved  to  ieconsider  the  vote 
whereby  was  rejected  the  order  authorizing  the 
Mayor  to  procure  and  publish  the  statistics  of 
the"  decennial  census,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing $500.  He  explained  that  previous  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  for  taking  the  decennial  census  of 
the  state,  the  census  was  taken  in  Boston  every 
five  yetrs,  the  resu't  of  which  was  published  for 
ihe  information  of  tae  citizens.  The  last  quin- 
Quennial  census  was  taken  io  1855,  and  an  inter- 
esting paper  was  prepared  by  Di.  Curd-. 

The  Aldeanan  re.d  the  report  and  action  of  the 
City  Coumil  on  the  subject  at  that  time,  and  the 
following  extract  from  the  editor's  remarks: 

It  is  rutins,  then,  that  the  chief  ciiy,  ano,  per- 
haps, the  most  important  influential  community 
in  the  Commonwealth,  should,  at  stated  periods, 
pieseot  to  it'  citizens  in  intelligible  form  such 
comparisons  and  conclusions  as  may  be  drawn 
from  ofhcai  investigations  which  present  an  ex- 
hibit of  the  varies  elements  that  affect  the  life, 
health  and  proso-rity  of  the  population.  Such  in- 
formation is  due  not  only  to  tne  citizens  of  tne 
passing  moment,  out  also  to  posterity,  inasmuch. 

Alderman  Qumcy  said  the  statistics  could  be 
obtained  several  c:ontns  in  advance  of  their  pub- 
lication bv  th-  State,  and  he  proposed  to  offer  an 
amei  dment  tbat  (he  expense  shall  not  exceed 
$500,  which  the  statistics  would  be  worth  if  pub- 
lishei  in  convenient  fonn. 

Alderman  Stebbirs  said  he  had  been  convicced 
by  inquhy  rin'.  the  act  on  of  tae  last  meeting  was 
wise,  foi  cei  tainly  whatever  of  value  could  be  col- 
lected from  the  statistics  would  be  used  ;>y  tde 
newspapers  ana  spread  broadcast  among  the  peo- 
ple. 

Alderman  Quiucy  did  n't  understand  tbat 
thev  would  bespread  broadcast  througn  the  city 
in  advance  of  their  publication  by  the  State, 
while  it  was  proposed  that  the  city  procure  them 
six  months  before  that. 

Alderman  Stebbm«  was  sure  some  enterprising 
newspaper  would  o  stain  them  before  then. 

Aldeiman  O'Brien  said  itwa-  uecessarv  to  ob- 
tain them  in  condensed  form  before  the  news- 
papers could  use  them,  and  he  deemed  it  desira- 
ble for  the  city  to  do  so. 

Aldennau  Qumcy  sail  the  Chief  of  the  Bureiu 
would  rendei  every  facility  desired  by  the  city  in 
obtaining  the  statistics  for  publication  in  advance 
of  the  State. 

Alderman  Burrage  thought  the  statistics  would 
be  valuable  to  the  City  Government  in  consider- 
ing the  important  questioos  about  to  come  up. 

Alderman  Power  had  heard  nothing  to  justify 
the  city  going  in^-o  tbe  boou  business;  if  the  city 
needs  auy  of  tnese  books  they  can  be  procured  for 
litt'e  or  nothing.  He  did  n't  believe  in  wasting 
$501  in  this  way. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost  by  a  tie — 5  for 
and  5  against. 

COURT-STREET   TRACKS. 

Alderman  Power  called  attention  to  the  notice 
by  Alderman  Clark  of  a  motion  io  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  petition  for  the  removal  of  the 
Court- striet  tracks. 

Tbe  Chan  aian  stated  that  the  notice  had  been 
withdrawn. 

Alderman  Power  raised  the  point  whether  it 
could  be  withdrawn. 

Th"  Chairman  ruled  that  it  was  optional  with 
the  mover  to  withdraw  the  notice  or  make  the 
motion. 

Alderman  Worthington  doubted  whether  that 
rule  would  apply,  as  one  member  might  then  con- 
trol the  whole  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

SEPTEMBER    30,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boaidman,  Piesident,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM     THE    BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN    FOB 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  Severally  Referred— A  request,  of  the 
Directors  of  the  .East  Boston  Ferry  for  an  appro- 
priation lor  a  new  ferry  boat  catue  dowo  to  be  re- 
terxed  to  the  Committee  on  Ferries.    Concuned. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  the  tscats  of  E.  P. 
Robinson,  on  Bowdoin  and  Church  streets,  Ward 
16,  in  settlement  of  damages  tor  widening  Bow- 
doin street,  at  a  cost  of  $'20,000.  Orcered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  ot  $65.09,  from 
item  for  •'Contirgeut  Expenses"  to  that  for  "  As- 
sessor*'Sheets,"  in  the  aupiopiiation  for  Regis- 
tration of  Voters,  etc.  Older  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  tor  a  transfer  ot  $6800  from 
the  Reserved  Fund,  to  be  expended  in  altering 
and  ec>  lax  gin  e  Eastern-avenue  wharf  to  accom- 
modate tne  steamer  ot  the  Board  of  Dnectors  for 
Public  Institutions,  the  woik  to  be  done  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  i.n  Public  Buildings, 
and  authorizing  tbem  to  settle  with  Harbor  Com- 
missioneis  for  tide  waters  to  oe  Duilt  over.  Order 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  recommending,  and  passage  of  oroer  for, 
payment  to  N.  C.  Munson,  or  his  assigns,  $266,- 
118.90,  for  filling  certain  streets  and  aveuues  ou 
Back  Bay  lands,  on  conditions  therein  siecifled 
(City  Doc.  No.  100,  amended);  aid  also  an  order 
for  a  lo^n  of  $267,000,  to  be  expended  theiefor.  On 
motion  ot  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  oroers  were  Doth  read  b,  second 
time  and  passed,  the  one  tor  the  loan  receiving  54 
yeas  0  nays. 

Notice  of  rejection  m  non-concurrence  of  order 
to  provide  accommonanons  lot  East  Boston  High. 
School.    Placed  on  file. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

A  report  ami  order  came  down  for  concunence, 
authorizing  a  contract  with  Cape  Ann  Granite 
Company  for  furnishing  and  setting  a  granite 
curbing  and  posts  and  an  iren  fence  oa  the  west- 
erly lite  of  Treojout  street  between  Park  and 
Bovlsioc  streets,  at  a  cost  for  all  materials  and  la- 
bor of  not  exceeding  $10,974. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  know 
how  deep  it  is  proposed  to  put  this  curb,  as  I 
understand  it  the  Engineer  has  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  it  should  be  cained  below  the  point  re- 
potted oy  the  committee,  otherwise  it  will  not 
stand.  It  beiner  a  cast-iron  fei  ce,  the  opioion  has 
been  given  by  Mr.  N.  J.  Bradlee  that  it  will  be 
necessary  not  co  sciew  the  granite  together  on 
account  of  its  liability  to  be  thrown  by  the  frost; 
of  winter.  Ithould  like  some  further  informa- 
tion before  I  can  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  Guild  oi  Ward  6—1  wish  to  move  a  suspen- 
sion uf  the  rules  in  order  that  the  order  may  take 
its  second  reading  tonight.  I  make  this  motion, 
sir,  for  a  suspension  of  the  rules  with  reluctance, 
but  it  must  be  patent  to  any  one  that  if  this  work 
is  *o  be  done  it  should  be  commenced  immediately. 
The  question  which  the  gentleman  has  asked  has 
been  answered  repeatedly,  and  every  point  has 
b-  en  goee  over  about  this  fence.  It  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Engineer.  The  committee  have 
met  every  objection,  and  a  vote  bas  been  passed 
with  regard  to  it,  and  now,  at  this  late  time,  I  think 
roost  of  us,  aud  the  city  ot  Boston,  should  hope 
there  would  be  no  opposition  offered  to  it  for 
the  mere  sake  of  opposition.  I  can't  see  thxt  there 
can  be  a.ry  other  cause.  Every  difficulty  that  has 
been  brought  forward  has  been  overcome  by  re- 
ferring to  the  Ciiy  Engineer  and  by  the  commit- 
tee taking  eveiy  precaution  possible  to  make  it 
such  as  it  should  be.  It  it  is  going  to  meet  with  a 
decided  opposition,  sir,  of  course  I  should  not  feel 
like  making  this  mot'on,  but  I  do  wi-h  it  carried, 
because  all  those  interested,  even  the  City  Engi- 
reei  himself,  if  this  feu^e  is  goine  to  be  built, 
desire  to  get  at  it  at  ouce,  otneiwise  there  will  toe 
very  many  difficulties  m  the  way. 

The  Chair — Does  the  Chair  understand  Mr. 
Guild  of  Ward  6  to  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended in  oroer  that  the  question  may  take  its 
second  reading. 


i/Sr.  Guild— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15—1  hope  this  will  not  go 
over  under  the  rule.  Today  is  the  first  that  I  re- 
ceived the  report  of  the-  Board  of  Aldermen.  I 
see  there  was  quite  a  lengthy  discussion  upon  the 
matter  and  I  should  like  myself  to  have  time  to 
look  the  matt- r  o?er.  I  think  there  can  toe  con- 
siderable argument  about  this  fence  a.  proposed, 
and  I  should  i ike  to  have  the  matter  go  over  one 

Mr.' Morrison  of  Ward  9— So  far  a.s  this  suspen- 
sion is  concerned,  I  have  no  objection  to  voting  on 
the  matter  tonight.  1  simply  oppose  the  iron 
fence,  although  I  suppose  it  is  conceded  on  all 
hands  thm  the  ftDce  is  going  througn,  and  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  trust  the  architect  for  any  .ie- 
tails  of  the  »ork.  I  think  it  is  simply  raising 
questions  that  are  settled  by  the  proper  men  to 
settle  tnese  thf  gs.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  trust 
the  -architect  wita  his  plans,  because  I  know  they 
will  be  good.  Idon'tthinK  that  is  a  reason  why 
the  oruer  should  lie  over,  a^d  as  itis  eoing  to  pass 
tonight,  as  near  as  lean  judge,  I  should  favor  a 
suspeo.-ion  ot  the  rules. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  understand  fioma  nem- 
bei  of  the  Committee  on  Common  anu  Squares 
tl.at  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee,  or  the  in- 
tention of  the  archifect,  to  lay  this  curb  ia  about 
eigbteea  inches  of  earth,  anu  the  eugiheer  has 
said  that  he  has  not  been  consulted  in  this  matter 
one  way  oi  the  other,  that  he  bas  not  been  re- 
que  ted  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  piop  iety  of 
putting  this  kica  of  a  fence  there.  I  understand 
they  don't  nropose  to  go  down  more  than  eigh. 
teen  inches  because  it  may  injure  the  roots  of  the 
tree-  there,  jnd  itis  the  opinion  of  architect-,  and 
engiueers  that  ui  le  s  70U  sink  the  stone 
columns  on  »hich  the  fence  is  to  rest 
some  font  or'  five  teet,  two  or  threo 
feet  belo*  tne  frosts,  it  will  not  ttand ;  and 
I  believe  that  is  the  opinion  of  th-  Engineer. 
So  I  think  that  if  there  is  no  particular  hurry 
about  this  matter  we  may  let  it  go  over  one  *eek 
till  we  get  the  opinion  of  the  Engineer  in  relation 
to  the  matter.  I  hope  th.<  iules  will  not  be  sus- 
pended  and  that  the  matter  will  lie    over   ono 

Mr.  Guilo  of  Ward  6— We  sha'  n't  get  any  newer 
this  matter,  sir,  if  it  li^s  oiei  one  week,  two 
weeks  or  three  weeks.  It  has  been  discussed 
sever  or  eight  months  fairly,  has  been  refer- 
red to  the  City  Engineer,  we  have  received 
his  objections  in  writing,  have  conforaed 
to  them;  and  a  piactical  man  nas  said  upoa 
this  floor,  he  is  willing  ro  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  the  architect  ;who  has  prepared  the 
olans  of  this  fence.  Furthermore,  in  the  argu- 
ment befo  e  the  Aldermen,  at  their  last  meeting, 
the  most  piominent  opponent  of  this  fence  felt 
so  far  satisfied  as  to  leave  his  se  t  as  presiding 
officer  aud  step  upon  the  floor  and  say  that  hs  felt 
the  fence  was  the  desire  of  the  people,  and  al- 
though he  might  differ  from  them  in  opinion, 
that  he  should  bend  to  the  will  of  the  people  and 
therefore  should  vote  for  the  fence,  and  he  did 
so.  It  will  be  found  itthe  Board  of  Aldermen  dis- 
cussion that  all  these  questions  bavi  been  gone  over 
and  the  oojectiocs  that  have  be^n  raised  have  been 
met  and  clea"ly  explaU  ed,  and  that  we  are  to  have 
a  retce  theie  which  for  all  practical  purposes  will 
answer  the  design  for  which  it  is  intended.  Now, 
thesepoints  have  all  toeen  brought  up  anl  gone 
over  as  to  how  many  feet  you  are  to  go  down,  how 
much  concrete  you  are  to  u-e,  whether  the  fence 
ought  to  be  on  thi°  lu  e  or  on  that;  we  have  had 
the  opinions  of  csmpetent  architects;  a  wtitten 
opinion  ot  Nathai  iel  Bradlee,  a  well-known  archi- 
tect, whose  opinion  is  certainly  worth  something, 
was  read  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Monday,  guar- 
anteei  ig  the  fence  for  all  practical  purposes ;  and  it 
does  seem,  sir,  that  this  opposition,  this  attempt 
to  push  the  matter  off  till  it  is  too  late  to  take  any 
steps,  is  u'  called  for  at  this  time,  and  it  is  really 
putting  the  city  of  Boston  in  a  very  bad  position. 
That  Boston  Common  is  on  that  side  an  eyesore 
and  a  reproach  to  the  city,  we  all  know,  aod  yet, 
when  we  have  overcome  every  ciugle  opposition, 
when  we  have  brought  in  three  competent  archi- 
tects,when  we  have  referred  back  and  forth  to  the 
City  Architect  m  the  committee's  room,  and  had 
him  state  his  objections,  aod  the  opponents  of  the 
cifrb  had  yielded  every  single  jjoiot,  and  when 
we  have  not  only  don6  that  but  have  authorized 
him  to  employ  the  architect  who  planned  this 
fence  in  order  that  we  might  make  the  specifica- 
tions exact  as  ha  [the  City  Arch'tect]  wanted 
them,  and  when  «  e  have  arranged  it  so  as  to  be 
built  accoiding  to  thes-1  specifications — when  all 
these  things  have  been  gone  over,  sir,  it  does  seem 
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to  me,  as  was  expressed  by  ao  Alderman— I  can't 
recall  the  ward  he  represents,  Alderniao  O'Brien — 
it  does  seem  to  ms  that  gentlemen  are  wishing  for 
engineering  skill  such  as  was  Drought  to  bear  on 
the  Hoosac  Mountain,  to  build  an  iron  fence 
around  Boston  Comur  n.  It  apper.rs  to  me  a  ridic- 
ulous piece  of  absurdity  to  oppose  tbis  <eneme  in 
this  manner, sir.  The  Ci.y  Gove-nment  authorized 
the  Committee  03  Common  and  Squares 
to  advertise  for  the sep  onosals.  Ihev  oave follow- 
ed out  instructions;  ihey  have  endeavorec  to  do  it 
as  if  thevweie  fencing  ir  their  own  private  park  or 
grounds.  I  am  peifeotij  »illiug  to  leave  it  as  I 
would  if  it  were  my  own  grou  ds.  I  am  willing, 
sit,  to  leave  it  i^  the  oan -s  of  the  parties  who  pro- 
pose to  build  it,  as  it  is  stated  in  the  specificaaoas, 
to  the  approval  o'  the  City  EDgin-er,  acd  I  think 
it  will  be  done  faithfully  ;nd  well.  An.  every 
dav  it  is  patent  to  all,  aid  I  need  not  argue  oat 
point  I  tlnok,  everv  day  that  this  is  post- 
poned tbe  lt°s  li.ible  is  it  that  it  will  be 
put  down  tbis  winter;  and  chat,  sir,  I  re- 
gret to  say  is  I  fear— I  regret  to_  say  that  it  is 
I  fear— ttis  object  of  some  of  the  opponeuts  of  the 
fence  on  Bostor  Common,  to  delay  it  as  long  as 
possibl  >  till  the  seaSjn  is  so  far  advanced  that 
nothing  can  be  done  about  it  this  vear  at  all. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7—1  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion o?  the  Count  il  to  the  statement  made  by  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares,  Alderman  Quincy,  t  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Boaro,  a  gentle  nsn  whom  evetvbodv  believes, 
aud  whom  I  tliiuk  every  member  of  this  Couucil 
knows,  is  opposed  to  it. 

"Xbey  asked  the  aia  of  the  City  Engineer's  office, 
and  .Mr.  Wightman  made  several  suggestiots, 
which  were  agreed  to.  JTtirtoer  delay  occuned, 
aud  when  the  pl;ns  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  City  Engineer  he  had  some  suggestions  to 
offer,  and  tho-e  were  ag.eed  to;  and  never, before 
the  committee,  did  Mr.  Davis  characterize  the 
fence  m  the  terms  used  by  the  Alderman  from 
"Ward  12.  VTr.  Davis  might  have  used  theai  in  pri- 
vate conversation,  but  he  dia  not  before  the  com- 
mittee. I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Davis  tbis 
morning,  and  his  position  now  U  (I  reduced  it  to 
writi-g,  that  I  might  be  asjur  d  he  agreed  to  it) 
simnlv  this:  'That,  *vhile  the  adoption  of  his  sug- 
gestiocs  impiove  this  fence,  he  is  aot  willing  to 
indorse  it  as  stable,  his  opinion  being  that  the 
curb,  unless  intretcned  as  <  eeply  as  the  originally 
proposed  cum,  will  be  heaved  and  broken  by 
frost,  necessitating  coosta*  t  reoairs.'  " 

That  is  the  opinion  of  the  City  Engineer.  Now 
I  say  that  io  the  face  and  eyes  ot  the  repouof 
the  City  Engiu  >er — I  say  we  should  n't  go  on  and 
build  this  fence. 

Mr.  Sprigue  of  Ward  4—1  believe  that  in  this 
matter  the  City  Engineer  during  the  past  weak 
stated  this:  That  he  had  no  fault  whatever  to  find 
in  the  setting  of  the  posts  or  m  the  construction 
of  the  fence;  that  they  were  both  entirely  sub- 
stantial, aud  he  did  n't  see  ho??  thev  could  be  bet- 
ter. The  posts,  instead  of  not  oeing  put  down 
below  the  frost  line,  s  re  sunk  some  seven  or  eight 
feet,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  their  being  entirely 
substantial,  the  curb  which  is  proposed  oeing  out- 
placed two  feet  and  a  half  below  tie  street  liue. 
The  only  fault  which  Le  found  th>s  week  v/as  the 
connection  which  <vas  made  between  tbe  curb, 
which  tuns  between  the  posts,  that  beini 
not  so  substantial  a  structure  as  the  lie  vy 
curb,  which  would  sink  three  feet  belo  •  the  sur- 
face. He  said,  neia'g  firmly  attueUe.1  to  the  posts 
it  might  be  so  effected  by  the  frost  that  something 
would  have  to  give  way,  Because  the  posts  beius:' 
substantially  uxeo,  ard  being  riveted  to  tbe  curb, 
there  might'  be  danger  ot  th-  stone  breaking.  In 
order  to  meet  the  objection,  the  amendment  was 
proposed,  so  that  there  will  be  a  loose  nvet  io- 
stead  ot  a  tight  rivet.  That  was  tbe  reason  of  the 
binendmeot.  He  further  said  that  if  thete  was  to 
be  a  ience  so  constructed  as  not  to  injure  further 
the  toots  of  the  tiees.be  dni  n't  see  how  it  could 
be  made  more  substantial  thau  tbe  oue  recom- 
mended. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5—1  don't  piopose,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares,  to  shirk  any  responsibility;  aud 
when  mv  worthy  fiieuri  from  the  Fomth  Ward 
gets  up  beie  a»o  undertakes  to  quote  hearsay,  or 
loose  :a)k  from  the  City  Engineer,  I  will  answer 
him  by  quoting  a  statement  of  tbe  Ei  gineer  offi- 
cially to  the  committee,  and  that  is  tint  in  Ins 
ju  Ig'ment,  and  his  best  judgment,  he  is  entirely 
opposed  to  a  fence  around  the  Common.  That  I 
sta'.e  officially  here,  and  my  colleagues  upoa  the 
committee  know   it.    The   City  Engineer  and  bis 


able  assistant,  Mr.  Wightman,  have  beeri  opposed 
to  the  fence  from  the  beginning,  aid  wheo  my 
excel  ent  friend  f  i  om  tee  Sixth  Ward  undertakes 
to  ma^e  a  statement  here  that  ^11  opposition  is 
withdrawn,  I  say  it  is  not  so.  The  gentleman  is 
mistaken,  Five  of  that  committee  out  ot  the 
eight  are  enti.ely  opoosed  to  that  fence,  Mr. 
Pre-ident,  and  have  so  state  i  it  and  so  voted  it 
time  and  time  again.  Now.  sir,  the  Council 
should  not  be  misled.  1  am  willing  to  admit  that 
my  worthy  friend  from  the  Fourth  Ward  ii  an  able 
advocate  of  the  fence,  and  so  is  Ms  friend  who 
sits  upon  the  right,  anc  nobody  el;e  in  this  '.'"un- 
ci!. Let  us  go  back  to  the  historv  of  th  s 
thing;  vhev:  this  matter  came  before  us 
last  year,  and  wh:n  it  came  befoie  us 
this  year  for  tne  first  tin  ea  vote  was  una*  lnious 
against  the  fe:;ce.  By  and  by,  sir,  and  my  worthv 
friena  from  the  Fourth  Ward  will  bear  me  our  iu 
saving  it,  it  a  a  unanimous  report;  the  ge:  tie- 
man  asked  that  it  might  be  lecojumitred  for  a 
hearing,  stating  srood  ieasons  for  it,  and  I  ad- 
vo  atea  its  recommittal  aud  reenfo  ced  his  rea- 
sons fcith  wi. at  little  ability  I  hao.  A  tecommit- 
cal  was  had  a  on  a  hearing,  aod  after  it  had  been 
manipulated — I  use  tbe  ■  ord  in  no  oiscasteful 
sen -e— the  vote  of  the  committee  was  five 
against  an  •  three  m  f^vor  of  a  f-nce.  That 
is  tne  history  of  this  thing.  Now,  then 
this  matter  came  in  and  went  into  the  Bjard  ot 
Aldermen,  and  as  my  friend  from  the  Sixth  Ward 
has  stated,  tbe  efficient  Chaitman  of  tne  Boatd  of 
Alderaaeu  aro-e  in  hi- place  and  said  so  and  so; 
that  i»  tc  say,  that  he  was  not  in  favor  "f  a  fence; 
but  as  public  opinion  seemed  to  guide  him  ami  not 
bis  own  judgment,  be  went  back  upon  ttis  record 
and  voted  the  ot  e-way.  Public  opinion  against 
a  man's  own  judgment  "of  right  and  wrong!  Pub- 
lic opinion  against  a  man's  own  judgment — where 
is  it?  The  able  Chairman  ot  ibe  Boar.i  of  Aide  - 
men,  as  announced  in  every  msetmg  ot  the 
conuiittee,  nas  said  he  was  diametrically 
opposed,  in  every  sense  of  tne  word,  to  a 
fence.  I  would  hot  refer  to  it  if  my  worth v 
friend,  my  colleague  on  the  commftte0,  had 
not.  Let  us  not  be  misted.  I' am  not  an  ad- 
vocate, sir,  for  a  curb  as  agar  si  a  fence.  I 
care  but  little,  sir,  which  way  it  goes.  I  have 
no  personal  feeling.  I  nave  done  all  that  bel  mgs 
to  me  to  do,  <tii  have  b°eu  as  libsral  as  any 
ma  -i  could  be  in  having  the  matter  opened  and 
leopened,  m.d  I  thiuk  my  friends  will  give  me  the 
credit  of  it.  Now.  sir,  let  us  noc  be  misled.  I  sav 
again,  sir,  when  my  wortty  friend  says  toe  oppo- 
sition of  the  City  Engineer,  aud  his  assistant,'  is 
withdrawn,  he  is  mistaken.  I  know  that  if 
they  were  here  belore  us  tbis  evening  they 
would  say  that  iu  their  best  judgment  they 
are  oppo  ed  to  a  fence.  And  there  is  one 
inherent  trouble  in  maki,  g  thet  fence  around  the 
Common  on  the  plan  proposed.  The  Cit-  Engi- 
neer is  not  able  to  oveicome  toat  difficulty.  Be 
has  said  repeatedly  that  ta  did  iot  know  now  tne 
fence  coulo  be  e  ecied  thete  in  style  and  taste 
pleasing  to  the  oubln'.  The  grade  of  the  Common 
is  two  feet  ab  >ve  the  grade  of  the  street  for  150 
feet  co  ■■  n  tow  rd*  Boylston  street.  Will  any  gen- 
tle man  tell  me  how'  tbe  fence  can  be  made 
that  will  be  in  taste,  with  that  fact  staring  us 
iu  our  eyes?  I  rise,  sir,  to  show  tb it  I  have  some 
ideas  upon  tnis  mutter,  add  my  ideas  a  jo  my  po- 
sition ai  d  ny  judgment  are  entirely  against  the 
fence.  It  we  coulo  be  alloweo  to  put  that  most 
beautiful  curb  ?hieh  has  beeu  planned  tee. 
with  a  banklmiug  tor  fi^e  or  six  feet,  in  my  jivg- 
meut,  sir,  it  would  oe  the  prettiest  thing  tint 
could  le  put  there,  and  veuld  be  in  taste 
and  harmoiy  with  every  other  park  in  this 
country.  Fauces  ace  out  of  fashion,  entirely 
out  of  fashion.  The  ablest  gentleman  that 
came  before  our  com  mitt  e  s-.id  that  fenc-s 
were  entirely  out  of  fashion.  No  i  ecsssity 
for  then  ,  sit .  It  is  not  in  taste  >.nd  harmony  with 
matters  now  us  cameo  on  in  all  the  parks  of  this 
country.  A  large  majority  of  the  people  who  ap- 
peared'bel  ore  m  wire  opposed  to  a  fence.  Some 
who  tame,  and  were  said  to  be  in  F&vorot  the 
fence,  said  before  us — I  believe  the  partner 
of  tne  able  gentleman  who  sits  a.most 
upon  my  right,  from  State  'treet — came 
there  iu  "favor  of  the  feuce,  and  before  he 
left  said  he  was  opposed  to  it.  .No  v.  sir.  1  don't 
wish  to  influence  anyl.odv.  I  am  oei  tectly  willing 
the  feuce  should  be  built.  I  can't,  ac  or,.ing  to 
my  best  judgment,  vote  for  it.  1  can't  do 
it  with  any  soit  of  propnety  or  a.'.y 
sort  of  consistency.  The  gentleman  from  rlie 
Sixth  Ward  says  this  matter  lias  been  considered, 
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sir,  seven  or  eight  mouth-,  and  it  bas;  and  he  has 
for  the  last  seven  or  eight  months,  against  the 
conviction  of  all  the  rest  of  tin-,  committee  at  first 
— ii"t  against  h'S  own  convictiou  at  thai  time,  fa- 
voring the  other  way — bas  opposed  tne  curb  aud 
been  in  favor  of  lire  fence.  Overcome  all  opposi- 
tioi>,b.n  says.  What  opposition  has  been  over- 
cnm«.?  Is  in  re  one  of  these  five  gentlemen  op- 
pose;Jto  it  who  bas  changed?  Not  one  of  them, 
Mr.  Ihe  committee  staDd,  if  I  ojay  sav  it  with  pro- 
Driety,  is  it  o«s  bee>.  referred  to, so  far  opposed  to 
the  fence  and  onlv  thr^e  in  favor  of  it.  inat  is  the 
present  status.  If  ne  community  want  tnefence, 
then  let  mem  place  it  there,  and  I  will  Bring  do 
obstacle  in  its  way,  but  1  can't  vote  for  lr  with 
propriety. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6—1  would  like  10  inquire 
of  tha  Chair  it  the  question  betoie  the  Council  is 
a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  President— It  is. 

M  .  Kimball— Inasmuch  as  tua  discussion  is 
wandering  back  on  the  curb  or  tsnce,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  C  the  main 
question  war.  ordered. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  read 
a  second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

An  order  also  came  down  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  be  provided  by  the  Firance  com- 
mittee for  the  above  work,  and  for  grading  tb9 
mall  to  correspond  to  the  grade  of  the  cuib.  Read 
twice  aud  passed  in  concurrence. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CRIMINALS  IN    PUBLIC  INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  fll°.s  the  repon  01 
t'js  "Em  loyment  of  Criminals  in  City  Institu- 
tions" (City  Doc.  No.  71)  came  up  under  unfinish- 
ed business. 

Mr.  Whitmoi  e  said  that  this  was  the  report  of  a 
special  commutes  made  some  time  since,  and  the 
Council  was  bound  in  courtesy  to  give  them  a 
hearing. 

Toe  motion  prevailed,  ai  d  the  order  requesting 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  a 
change  in  the  statutes,  placing  the  Board  ot  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions  u  der  the  control 
of  the  City  Council  was  read  au'i  put  upon  its 
passage. 

M- .  Whitmore — I  sbaU  endeavor  to  confine  my- 
self, strictly  to  ihe  01  der  now  before  us.  "he 
Council  .viil  remember  the  eircumstauces  under 
which  the  committee  were  appoi.  ted,  and  those 
who  have  reaa  the  report  are  al30  aware  of  the 
somewhat  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  to  which 
the  committer  ware  'orought.  On  the  last  page 
of  toe  report  will  be  found  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Sobcito. ,  entirely  corroborating  the 
statement  ma<ie  bv  the  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  iu  their  letter,  which  is  on  the 
previous  paee.  It  amounts  briefly  to  this:  That 
the  City  Council  has  no  control  in  any  manner  or 
shape  over  the  proceedings  cf  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors for  Public  Institutions.  In  the  face  of  that 
state  of  facts  it  was  impossible  for  the  committee 
to  attend  specially  to  the  matter  which  had  been 
rererre  1  to  tbem.  As  the  Council  had  no  charge  of 
the  action  of  the  board  it  was  unncces;ary  to  crit- 
icise their  pioceedmgs;  but  the  committee  did  de- 
cide unanimously  that  ^ch  a  state  of  affairs  was 
rot  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  have  tha  law  changed,  and  for  that 
purpose  they  reported  tb<>  order  which  has  been 
read.  The  necessity  tor  passing  such  an  order 
will  hardlv  be  disputed  by  any  one.  In  every 
other  cointy  these  institutions  are  put  in  charge 
of  the  Couotv  Commissioners,  who  are  electe  1  by 
the  people.  T*  enty  vears  ago  a  change  was  made 
in  regard  to  Suffolk  Coui  ty,  by  which  this  power 
was  taken  both  from  the  people  and  tneir  repre- 
sentatives an.i  placed  m  the  hands  of  a  perfectly 
irresponsible  body  ;  I  think  that  matters  of  this 
kind  a'ways  undergo  a  change  after  a  period  ot 
time.  Fust  the  controlling  board  *as  electee)  by 
the  people;  then  the  peoplb  got  dissatisfied  and  a 
change  was  madf.  We  now  have  no  power 
over  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  some 
of  whose  terms  expire  every  year,  but  they  come 
in  here  and  a>e  gei.i-rally  reelected,  as  the  matter 
is  ot  so  little  interest  that  the  actions  of  the 
board  are  not  discussed.  It  is  ver\  rare- 
ly indeed  that  public  interest  is  sufficient- 
ly awakened  to  discuss  the  sabject.  It 
is  a  bo8.id  which  nominates  its  own  suc- 
cessors aid  continues  itself  in  office.  I  do  not 
intend  to  indulge  in  am  reflection  upon  the  con- 
duct of  any  member  ot  the  Board  of  Directors; 
moy  bjection  is  not  personal,  but  i*  is  owing  to  the 


tact  that  the  system  is  working  baaly  at  present 
and  there  is  no  possible  wa\  of  improving  if,  ex- 
cept by  recoLStructiot.  When  this  report  was 
first  presented  the  members  of  the  board  who  oe- 
long  to  this  body  requesied  us  to  wait  until  we 
had  the  annual  report  of  the  Directors,  expect- 
ing thereby  that  they  would  give  a  tnampn- 
ant  reply  to  everything  that  has  been  said 
against  them  duriug'the  past  year.  We  have  that 
recort  on  the  files,  aad  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  a  very  b  ief  statement  tatsen 
from  that  and  preceding  reports,  which  carries 
with  it  the  condemnation  ot  the  board.  I  have 
take:)  off  the  amount  of  money  earned  at  the  pub- 
lic ijstitutions  riming  the  last  three  yea  s,  and 
I  iliinK  'be  public  will  b&  astonished  at  the 
great  falling  off  11  the  le^alts  ot  the 
work  at  these  institutions.  In  1873  the  aver- 
age umber  ot  persoos  at  the  institutions  was 
408;  in  1874,  530;  t,nd  1ast  ysar,  575— an  increase  of 
nearly  twenty-five  pet  cent,  in  two  years.  Now, 
sir,  the  total  earnings  reported  for  those  institu- 
tions two  yeais  ai;o  were  $71,737;  th-  year  follow- 
ing, $53,754 ;  and  last  year,  $42.?20.  in  other 
words,  during  those  turee  vears  the  average  earn- 
ings of  the  convi  ts,  ma  .1  by  man,  were  as  follows : 
$176.70  for  tne  first  yeir,'$101  tor  the  next  year, 
ana  $73  fur  last  yeai — a  tailing  off  of  mote  than 
one-hut  in  two  years.  The  daily  wages 
figure  on  the  same  scale — 59  cents  a  day 
two  years  ago,  33  ce  its  tne  next  year,  and 
24  cents  last  year,  I  call  atte  tion  to  th=se  facts 
and  figures  fortius  reason,  when  any  one  under- 
takes to  attack  a  system  \»hicb  in  in  operation  it 
i-  to  ne  expeetei  that  some  subetai  rial  cause 
will  bs  sliTwn  for  an  existing  state  of  affairs. 
No  w,  sir,  I  have  taken  the  figures  given  by  the 
Dneo.ors  themselves,  and  I  claim  that  thev  have 
ptoved  to  be  a  great  financial  fai  ure  within 
the  last  two  years.  Instead  of  earning, 
man  by  man,  a  sum  which  vould  faitly 
support  a  man— 59  cents  a  day— thev  have 
dropped  dow  to  twenty-four  cents,  .  hich 
no  man  can  live  upon.  In  taking  the  fig- 
ures of  last  year  I  have  largely  exaggerate'!  the 
cost,  $10,000  having  been  charged  for  trimmings; 
for  gentlemen  all  know  that  if  any  one  buv  goods 
and  the.i  chargts  as  the  net  result  or  woik  the 
cost  of  the  finishing  requiiei  beyond  that,  he 
must  deduct  the  taw  material ;  m  other  words,  it 
is  tv>eaty-iour  cents  a  day,  including  the  raw 
material,  nhicb  is  six  cents  a  day,  and 
that  brings  the  daily  earnings  of  each 
man  cown  to  eighteen  cents.  More  than  that, 
they  have  tot  calculated  in  the  slightest  degree 
the  wear  and  tear  of  the  machinery,  notbmg  for 
the  interest  on  the  money  invested  and  nothing 
for  the  various  machines  which  have  been  sup- 
p'led.  Irreality,  looking  at  it  carefully,  and  by 
that  light  which  is  apparent  to  all— the  reports 
m  print: — it  is  evident  that  for  the  last  year, 
the  convicts  have  not  earned  on  an  average 
fifteen  cents  a  d>-.y.  Now,  sii,  I  say  that,  as  a 
financial  j,gent  of  the  city,  this  board  bas  proved 
a  failurs.  1  kno  9  it  will  be  said  that  during  the 
last  year  the  price  of  wages  has  erone  down ;  but  I 
riou't  believe  that  any  who  sits  heie  will  say  that 
fifteen  cents  a  day  vill  bring  a  great  many  bid- 
ders. The  price  is  recklessly  low,  asissaown  by 
the  earnings  of  these  men.  The  very  ques- 
tion >-hicn  brought  this  matter  before  „he 
•  'ouucil  was  ^s  to  the  disposal  of  this  la- 
bor, and  therefore  I  think  we  have  the  right 
to  complain  of  the  Directors  s.nd  go  before 
the  Legislature  and  ask  for  some  control 
over  them  in  the  future.  You  all  know  that 
when  this  matter  was  first  stirred  up,  it  was  in 
consequence  of  petitions  sent  here  sayiug  that  the 
laoor  at  the  public  institutions  was  used  in  such 
a  way  <s  to  reduce  the  pay  to  the  worst-paid  la- 
borers in  the  city.  It  is  a  fact  that  me  may  take 
without  proof— oecause  no  attempt  has  been  made 
to  contradict  it— that  witn  the  pasr  two  years  this 
labor  has  been  turned  largely  upon  the  manufac- 
ture of  goods  by  the  use  of  sewing 
machines  and  in  the  manufacture  of  clorh- 
ing.  I  don't  propose  t<  dwell  upon  chat 
subject  at  all,  because  it  is  a  tbing  that  is  appar- 
ent to  us  all ;  but  because  we  have  no  control  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  board,  it  does  not  fairly 
come  befor.-.  the  Coucil.  I  therefore  repeat  that 
the  change  proposed  by  the  committee  is  simply  a 
oesne  to  bring  the  county  back  to  where  it  was 
twenty  years  ago,  before  the  present  law  was 
passed — that  is,  to  put  the  countv  of  Suffolk 
where  the  other  counties  are  in  regard  to  the 
management  of  the  convicts,  and  that  it  is  so  very 
slight  a  cen 'lire  upon  the  Boird  of  Directors  that 
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I  consider  chat  the  Council  is  inflicting  a  very 
slight  sentence  upon  them  for  proved  offences  if 
they  pass  this  order.  Notwithstanding  the  gteat 
temptation  to  dwell  upoo  their  act,  I  refrain  from 
so  doing,  But  I  will  call  attention  to  one  matter 
in  City  DocumeDt  105  the  report  of  th°  Inspectors 
of  Prisons— two  a  embers  ot  rhe  Board  of  Alder- 
men— *ho  have  examined  the  institutioos  this 
year.  Yoa  will  find  that  in  regard  to  the  mat'er  o1 
pa.rdo .is  in  particular  tns  action  of  the  board  was 
ill-ao  vised  an  ri  injurious,  ltbuk  that  on  these  two 
grounds  alone  'he  Council  will  be  fully  justified  in 
passing  this  or.ter,  viz.,  that,  in  the  first  place,  rhe 
Directors,  bv  1 1 -if  action!of  the  past  year,  have 
proved  a  financial  failure,  having  succeeded  in 
rurniug  down  the  earnings  of  sacb  mm  from 
fiftvnine  to  fifteen  cents  per  day  in  tco  year? ; 
ana  second,  they  al=o  deservs  to  hav^  the  power 
taken  fiom  them,  for  the  vicio  is  method  of  using 
rhis  convict  labor.  They  have  to  acceo  wisely, 
and  i.  large  number  of  citizens  of  this  city  ha v- 
come  to  us,  asking  for  relief,  whie a  can  only  be 
obi  awed  by  a  change  in  the  power  of  the  l'oard. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9 — Has  the  peotlemaa  from 
Ward  4  ever  visited  any  of  ihe  institutions  where 
such  great  injustice  has  oeen  done  ro  the  citizens 
of  Boston  by  the  Board  of  Direc  ors? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  no  objection  to  answer- 
ing the  question  m  the  negative,  though  I  am  to- 
tally at  a  loss  to  know  why  the  gentleman  should 
ask  such  a  question.  In  analyzing  the  printed  ie- 
ports  of  the  Directors  it  lis  usually  easier  to  ar- 
rive at.  results  m  the  quiet,  of  one's  room. 
It  the  gentleman  desi  es  to  risput-  aoy 
figures  1  have  quoted,  I  shall  be  nappy 
to  give  him  chapter  a-.d  pige  cf  the  report-  of  rhe 
last  three  years  which  I  have  M red.  If  they  are 
not  correct,  it  is  so  mum  the  worse  tor  the  Di- 
rectors. 

Mr.  Page — I  do c't  propose  to  dispute  the  state- 
ments, oi  to  answer  the  gentleman's  arguments; 
but  it  does  seem  to  mo  that  a  getitl  man  who  has 
taken  somuch  time  to  show  up  the  folly  of  tie  Di- 
rectors would  ceitainly  have  done  much  better 
to  go  to  the  office  and  examine  the  books,  or 
visited  the  institution'  aud  judge  from  personal 
observation  whether  aoy  better  method  can  be 
adopteu  for  employiug  the  convicts,  and  endeav- 
oring to  provide  some  other  means  ot  taking  care 
of  theui.  If  the  Council  deem  it  for  the  interest 
of  the  eitv  that  the  Citv  Council  should  manage 
these  institutions  m  olaee  of  the  Board  ot  Direc- 
tors, I,  fcr  one,  certainly  have  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  taking  the  authoirty  away  from  them. 

Mr.  Dsvereux  of  Ward  22— As  a  member  of  that 
special  committee,  sir.  I  would  state  that  at  the 
time  they  were  appointed  I  found  myself  in  a  very 
novel  position.  I  felt  somewhat  humilialed  by  the 
fact  that  I,  bting  a  member  of  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  seek  for  some  knowledge  counectea 
with  the  management  of  the  public  institutions, 
should  meet  with  a  rebuff  froa>  them,  as  much 
as  to  say  they  were  above  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. I  don't  mteud  to  soeak  aaaiust 
the  Board  of  Directors:  I  don't  know  but 
they  manage  them  very  well;  but  I  do  find  fault 
with  the  fact  that  stared  the  committee  in  the 
face,  that  neither  one  of  the  gentlemen  compos- 
ing that  board  was  di-sirous  of  giving  informa- 
tion, or  acknowledged  that  they  were  amenable 
to  the  City  Council.  It  se°ms  to  me  that  some 
ciiange  should  oe  mace  whereby  that  board 
should  be  under  the  contiol  of  the  City  Council. 
I  don't  desire  to  say  anything  io  regard  to  the 
management  of  the  institutions  at  all,  for  I 
imagine  they  carry  tl  em  on  as  well  an  any 
other  class  of  men  can  ;  but  I  no  find  fault  with 
the  fact  that  the  kind  of  work  they  do  is  compet- 
ing with  honest  ln.bot  outside,  aud  cutting  the 
prices  do<vn  to  smaller  figures  thau  honest  labor- 
ers outside  cau  perfo.m  it  for.  Besioes  that,  I 
fiod  fault  that  their  system  is  working  a  detri- 
ment to  the  working  women  in  this  vici  lity, 

Mr.  Pags  —  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  theie  is  any  cl as.' of  labor  which  can  be 
peiformed  in  a  pen^.l  institution  which  will  uot 
conflict  with  outside laboi  ?  If  you  do  acy  work 
there  it  must  conflict  with  outnd«  If  bor. 

Mr.  Devoreux— I  have  no  doubt  it  does  to  some 
extent;  but  not  so  much  as  in  the  matter  of  cloth- 
ing. I  learn  from  a  member  of  the  committee 
that  the  work  is  performed  there  at  a  very 
mucn  less  rate  than  it  can  be  done  under  other 
circumstances;  therefore  honest  labor  must  suc- 
cumb. The  whole  mannei  of  management  seems 
to  be  wrong.  Although  the  creature  of  tais  Gov- 
ernment, they  set  themselve".  above  the  Govern- 
ment.    Therefore  I  think  there  should  be  soooe 


change  whereby  they  should  be  amenarle  to  this 
Council. 

Mr.  Page— I  wish  to  correct  onlv  one  statement 
of  the  gentleman  woo  ha  just  taken  bis  seat,  viz.. 
that  the  directors  are  .-oing  wori.  at  the  House  of 
Correctioo  at  a  less  price  than  is  paid  for  it  out- 
side. That  is  i  ot  so.  The  labor  performed  there 
is  a  class  of  work  wbicn,  if  it  «  ere  tot  pet  formed 
there,  would,  to  a  veiy  1  rge  ezteut,  2:0  into  the 
Eastern  States — Maine  or  New  Hampshire  — 
where  it  is  sent  to  rtwekeepers  and  by 
tbem  distributed  aiound  to  their  custoa?ers 
who  perform  the  tvork  at  so  much  per 
dozen,.!  eceivii.g  their  pay  in  goods  from  the  store. 
The  work  of  m  nufacturing  ihis  ciothiag  at  toe 
institutions  does  uot,  in  my  judgment,  conflict 
with  labor  ciutsi lie.  I  would  state,  also,  that  the 
directors  were  compelled  to  go  into  this  manu- 
facture of  clothing  because  the  other  contractor, 
who  is  a  frienr.  of  the  geutlemaa  from  Waro  4, 
left,  and  cau-ed  more  trouble  than  we  evrihad 
before,  and  he  is  the  lading  spirit  in 
tcis  whole  m  tter,  as  rear  as  I  can  find 
out.  He  aas  bee  a  to  the  State  House 
with  his  petitions,  and  failing  there,  has 
Coin^  to  city  Hall.  So  fai  as  I  know,  the  o  ly  ob- 
jection 10  the  piesent  system  is  raised  by  a  few 
men  who  werQ  uot  allowed  ro  rensim  the  eaad 
run  the  thing  on  contract,  aud  put  at  variance  a'l 
the  ru'es  ma'ie  by  the  boatd  and  master;  a  d  by 
a  few  manufacturers  of  overalls  and  clotbing.whb 
were  not  alio  veel  to  send  go  ds  there  to  t~e  oiana- 
facturen  at  their  own  jrices. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— It  se=vns  to  me  toat 
rhe.  discussion  is  going  outside  01  the  rea-  ques- 
tion. It  is  not  a  question  w nether  th^  woik  doue 
th-re  competes  with  outside  labor,  or  whether  the 
iu-titntioos  are  badly  mauaged.  I  don't  intend 
th?t  my  vote  shali  be  consttued  aj  a  reflection 
upoo  their  maoagemint.  The  question  is  simplv 
whether  the  City  Council  ought  to  have  the  con- 
trol of  the  mouey  appropriated  to  carry  on  1  bose 
institutions.  Wcile  I  shall  vote  for  the  passage  of 
this  order  10  give  the  power  to  the  Couucii,ldou't 
want  it  undt-rstood  that  I  i  tend  0  criticise  the 
managemeutof  the  institutions.  I  thing  tbeaffaiu 
of  the  institutioos  aie  admirably  conducted.  The 
directors  have  given  recominendations  so  the 
G'uucil  which,  if  carried  out,  would  00  a  aieat 
deal  of  good ;  but  this  Council  have  failed  to  carry 
out  these  recommendations  in  many  respects. 
But,  after  the  opiniou  of  the  City  Solicitor,  there 
Should  be  but  one  opiniou  m  this  Couucil  m  legard 
to  trie  passage  of  this  order.  I  don't  think  any 
board  should  be  able  to  say, '-We  are  superior  to 
you  and  we  will  not  give  you  any  inforiuaiion  un- 
less we  see  fit;  the  laws  of  the  Comatoowealtn  do 
not  affe.it  us,  and  we  can  do  what  we  please  wit  -.  the 
money  aftei  it  is  appropriated,  pud  you  are  sim- 
ply here  to  give  us  money  aori  waare  notaccount- 
able  to  you."  I  snail  vo'e  for  the  order  for  that 
reason,  and  nor  because  taey  bays  oone  work 
there  which  com  etes  with  anybony  else  outside. 
for  that  is  not  the  question  at  "all. 

Mr.  Devermx — I  desire  to  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  War  1  9.  I  had  it  from'oue  of  th."  mem- 
bers ot  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  stated  posi- 
tively-and  1  certainty  could  n't  mistake  his  lao- 
guag'e— that  they  had' to  take  work  at  a  less  rate 
on  account  ot  Me  very  luge  atnouut  t  ken.  and 
the  very  large  mimser  of  men  and  women  they 
had  to  employ.  But.  sir  I  wasn't  endeavoring 
to  di  cus^  whether  they  do  more  or  less  work  at  a 
less  price,  fhe  question  is  as  to  their  being 
above  the  City  Government'.  The  committee 
found  themselves  i  a  dilemma — the  .motors 
did  nt  intend  or  propose  to  give  toe  committee 
arv  information  at  all.  Under  the  1:  of  the 
Legis  arm- .  ihey  nod  themselves  above  the  City 
Council.  Now, 'sir.  I  think  it  is  tiiue  the  city 
shoal  ,  either  take  control  of  the  institutions  01 
have  control  of  t   e  directors. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  believe  that  tue  order  is 
cousioeiably  broad  111  its  nature,  ami  being  so  I 
think  [maybe  permute!  to  say  something  opon 
another  point  which  is  collateral  to  it.  We  all 
know  that  th-  directors  have  the  management  ot 
the  insaus  _asylu"n.  Now,  sir.  I  bad  occasion, 
about  two  years  ago.  to  ask  that  an  in- 
sane person  be  placed  in  the  asylum  at 
South  Boston;  I  went  to  the  honorable 
board  aod  as'.:ed  tor  a  permit,  but  I  was 
refused  and  toll  it  cauld  not  be  .lone.  "G.-.ine- 
me  ."  said  I,  "win  you  tell  me  upon  what 
ground?''  "Yes,  if  you  will  go  to  tne  Board  of 
Afie  '.no.' and  obtain  a  111  jontv  of  their  names 
to  the  request  that  this  person  be  sent  to  the  in- 
sane asylum,  it   will   be   all  ughv."     Well.  ~ir.not 
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having  r  ad  the  law  triere  with  as  much  caie  is  I 
have  sioce,  I  poisued  that  course.  I  went  to  the 
honorable  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  ot  a  majority  of 
them,  and  1  called  upot  one  of  the  a—  who  has 
gone  to  his  long  home— who  I  thills  was  a 
nieiubT  of  the  committee,  and  fle  refused 
to  sun  his  name,  and  consequently  1  was 
refuse  l  The  permit  Ths  ,  sir,  Hooked  up  the  law 
to  know  wi. ether  1  or  the  insane  m,n  had  any 
rights  as  citizens  and  I  found  he  had  I  weut  to 
the  honorable  Boa  id  of  Director*  and  afterwards 
told  thani  I  doubted  their  power,  and  I  called 
their  attention  to  the  se  tio  is  1,  3  and  4  of  chap- 
ter 74,  on  pane  411  ot  the  statutes: 

"Section  1,  Theie  shall  be  10  each  county  within 
taepreoints  or  the  House  or  Correction,  or  if  10 
the  .ju  igtnent  of  tn-^  County  Commissioners  it  i  vn- 
not  be  conveniently  provided  within  the  same, 
tbnin.oine  oth^r  building  or  builoi  i^s  to  be 
deemed  a  parr  or  the  House  of  Correction,  a  con- 
venient apartment  or  receptaole  for  the  confu  e- 
iii   nt  of  i   sane  person-'  no   furiou  ly  mad. 

"Sect.  3.  AH  inaaoe  parsons  reo  ovmi  from  either 
State  Lunatic  Hospital  by  order  of  the  trustees 
ther  of,  pursuant  to  a  y  provisions  or  law  which 
retinue  persons  so  removed  to  be  coutk  ed  in  the 
jails  of  Houses  of  Correction  ot  any  county,  ohall 
be  confii  ed  n  saul  ie.epcaclec  when  established. 

'•Sect.  4.  When  it  appears  on  represe  tatiomn 
writing  to  two  justices  of  the  peace,  one  of  w  join 
shall  be  of  the  quorum,  or  to  a  Police  Court,  that 
aDy  person  having  a  kuowu  settlement  m  this 
State  is  an  losaie  person  not  furiously  mad,  said 
justices  or  court  may  order  him  to  be  co  emitted 
to  the  county  receptacle  afotesaid;  and  at  the 
bean  g  up  m  such  representation  the  pies-  jce  of 
the  msane  p  r  on  may  be  requuet  or  i.i  p  used 
with  in  t lie  discretion  ot  the  justices  o:  court.  ' 

fwastolo  the  a-vlunnv  s  full.  The  law  then 
goes  on  io  sav  how  ic  shall  be  dooe,  w  nidi  ib,  tuat 
the  county  Is  co  iipclled  to  provide  a  recepta  de. 
Tho  city  ot  Boston  is  the  county,  in  fact,  and  I 
was  told  by  the  bono  able  Judge  of  Pi  obate,wh*n 
i  showed  him  the  law,  that  he  had  never  lead  it ; 
and  the  clerk  of  th-  B  -.trd  cf  Director  had  n:ver 
seen  such  a  law.  But  that  is  the  law, 
and  I  was  re/used  because  of  the  ipse  dixit 
of  that  Beard.  I  did  i  't  se  j  fit  to  take  advautag-t 
of  the  law,  and  the  friends  of  the  in;ane  person 
weie  compel  ed  to  send  lrui  toTitiuto  j.  Cell  u.e, 
sii,  that  the  directors  ooo't  need  to  be  examined 
thoroughly  upon  these  matters!  if  tb-,y  are  not 
fatuiliar  with  the  law,  let  us  teacb  ihem  the  law. 
L&t  us  go  tn  the  Legislatu  e.  I  believe  ihe  gentle- 
man from  War,  4  has  thoroughly  studied  tbn 
matter,  that  the  princiiile  he  advocates  is  right, 
and  I  nope  the  o."der  will  p?.ss. 

Mr.  Page— If  the  Cou  cil  will  pardon  ine,  1  will 
say  that  the  cirectors  don't  neeo  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  to  teai  b  them  th  •  law  upon  tms  sub- 
ject. It  was  because  thty  bowel  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Citv  Couucil  that  they  refused  his  request. 
I  think  that  in  1871  the  City  Council  nassed  »n 
order  requesting  the  Judge  ot  Probate  to  send  all 
insane  patients  to  Taunton  instead  of  to  the  pub- 
lic institutions,  as  they  were  much  crowded  at 
that  t'me,  a.iri  the  question  or  letnovi'  g  theai 
from  South  Boston  was  oiucn  agitated  at  that 
time.  Altio-igh  tnatoider  was  not  bindi:  g  upon 
tie  Boatc  of  Directors, and  took  away  none  of 
ilieir  Dtivileges,  out  ot  respect  to  the  City  Council 
they  havt  reftai ued  f,om  committing  inmatr  •.  to 
the  institutions,  and  the  rule  they  laid  down  hen 
the  gentleman  ac  plied  to  them  was  enforce  i  in  all 
casec  vbeiesucb  requests  were  rial-.  There  is 
not  a  weekbut  the  Board  of  Alder  men  re 'use  to  sign 
some  request  of  that  kiod.  Thisideatbat  thedir  ct- 
oi's  consider  themssives  above  the  City  Coutcil  is 
all  wi  oug.  Whatever  one  member  may  have  said  to 
any  member  of  the  committee  sfcuuld  not  be  con- 
stiued  as  the  sentiment  of  the  board,  who  are 
perfectly  willing  and  ready  to  show  their  books 
oi  system  to  any  member  of  tbe  Ciry  Council  or 
citizen  who  calls  Tor  the  purpos-  oJE  procuring  in- 
formal ion  or  suggesting  improvements  in  tbe 
system ;  but,  of  course,  ih?y  uon't  wish  to  show 
them  to  everybody  who  calls  out.  ot  me  t  curiosi- 
ty. If  any  member  of  the  Couucil  *a  is  to  see 
tbe  system  of  labor,  ths.  directors  will  be  happy  to 
show  it. 

Mr.  Day  of  Watd  1 — I  would  inqoir-'  of  ihe  gea- 
tleman  from  Ward  4  if  the  effect  of  this  orcei  will 
be  to  take  the  method  of  employing  orisoneis  out 
ot  the  hands  of  the  directors  and  place  it  in  the 
control  of  the  Council? 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am,  of  course,  al  ays  desirous 
of  afford'ng  any  explanation  in  my  power,  but  can 
hardly  conceive  of  words  more  simple  than  ibose 
in  which  the  order  is  drawn.  It  says  that  "In 
tha   County   of   Suffolk    the   Board  of  Directors 


shall  be  subject  to  tbe  City  Counoi)  in  re- 
gard t>  tie  mode  of  employing  prisoners.  Al- 
though we  sLall  have  th*  rigat  to  interfere,  we 
shall  not  be  called  upon  to  change  ths  i  ules  of  tbe 
Directors,  It  is  certainly  not  toe  i  .entiou  of  the 
oraer,  a"d  I  think  it  can  bar:  Iv  De  conceived  that 
cursucce-sors  will  twist  it  into  »y  such  exercise 
of  autnority.  We  may  have  ths  po  vvr  to  oirect 
them,  but  ->ay  not  desire  to  change  tneii  rules. 
Tbe  urobability  is  that  if  we  have  that  power  the 
boi'd  will  be  obsequious  enough.  It  must  be  re- 
metnbere  i  that,  uotwitbstai  ritngtlie  com  teou*  re- 
marks o'  the  gejll-man  Horn  Waid  y,  ue  ai'j  one 
otic-r  u.embei  of  that  board  ar-  the  only  o  es 
Who  are  amenable  to  the  Council.  I  have  no 
oonbt  he  would  give  any  information  1 1  members 
ot  the  Council,  but  it  mist  be  retuenbeied  that 
tb'  i  oard  consists  of  several  more  thau  these  two 
members  of  tb^  City  Government. 

Mi.  Shaw— The  geoten.an  iiooj  Ward  y  savs 
thev  ao  not  lit- u  to  have  the  law  stared  to  tbea>. 
Tikv  told  me  they  iiHvei  knew  it  till  I  read  it  co 
them  ;  ano  neither  di  •  tbe  Ho  orable  Juit-e  Ames, 
the  honorable  Jnt  g  ■  of  Probate,  who  ban  the  au- 
t  j •  > i i t.y  to  du  such  things,  for  he  told  me  b=  did  n't 
know  of  such  a  law.  Does  the  gentleman  uncer- 
tain to  say  that  thai  board  is  x  liw  uuto  lt- 
i.eU?  I  a* Is  you,  sir,  have  we  any  right  to 
ou-s  ;t  law  which  is  a  contradiction  of 
the  statite  law  of  tbe  Commonwealth?  The 
city  charter  savs  we  may  oass  Uws  -»bi  hsballnot 
conflict  with  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth. 
He  e  is  a  onset  conflict.  That  order  was  i  u  direct 
conflict  with  the  st  tutelawl  have  lead.  Some 
gen  leman  may  rise  in  his  place  if  i.  -  know-' it  is 
not.  Certain  orovisio  ,s  have  been  passed  saving 
certain  righ  g  to  the  Oiiectors,  but  the  la  »  did  n't 
cover  this  point.  It  is  a  measure  of  hu- 
manity; and  if  there  isn't  a  room  provided 
in  the  building,  will  ary  .me  tell  me  they  arc  not 
compelled  to  piovae  one  uurside  of  its  limits? 
They  have  never  done  it.  I  bave  called  attention 
to  it  several  times.  Why  don't  they  ask  the  coun- 
ty of  Suffolk  to  erlatge  the  building  or  give  Ujem 
acotner  one?  Shall  that  joard  continue  to  be  a 
law  unto  it  elf  ?  The  power  that  cieates  can  de- 
stioy.  It  is  a  measure  of  humanity  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  asks.  I  now  leiterate  his 
statement,  and  add  my  lefrain,  that  they  do  that 
which  is  in  courra distinction  to  law,  when  they  do 
not  provide  a  room  for  the  insane. 

On  mo  ion  of  Mr.  Bibleythe  maiu  question  was 
ordered  and  rhe  ordei  was  fa-sect.    Sent  up. 

ORCHARD  PARK  AST)   MADISON   SQUARE. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  on  non-concurrence  in  passage  of 
order  for  additional  expenditures  in  department 
of  Common,  etc.,  viz.:  tor  suvsriotsodence  and 
1  'bor,  $7000;  for  grading  and  improving  Madi?on 
square,  $5000;  for  enclosing  and  improving  Brom- 
ley park,  $1300;  said  sums  to  be  tran«f  tried,  viz., 
from  approprlatio  i  for  Extension  of  Fence  on 
Conmnnvvealth  aveoue,  $10,000;  for  Capping  and 
Pointing  Wall  on  Fountain  Square,  $1500;  for 
Building  Bank  Wall  on  Washington  Park,  $1500; 
for  Bird  Houses,  $300. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

Mr.  Wilbur — 1  move  to  anwid  the  order  by 
strikii  g  out  tbe  w"ids  "Madison  Square,  $5000," 
and  inserting  "Madison  Square  $2800,  and  for 
Gradi  ig  and  Improving  Orchard  Park,  $2200.  "In 
offering  tins  amendment  1  feel  that  I  am  doing 
no  injustice  to  the  Co umitt.ee  on  Common,  tor  l 
am  confident  that  if  they  bad  Uuown  the  position 
of  Orchard  p.*ru  they  would  not  have  come  heie 
tor  -<5000foi  Madison  squaie  and  litt  Orchard  park 
in  its  present  condition.  I  havs  Dee,  informed  that 
some  $2500  bave  been  laid  out  on  Orchard  park, 
and  I  must  say  I  supposed  that  amount  would  go 
further  in  completing  <  hat  wa-  contemplated  in 
the  original  outlay.  I  h  .ve  taken  some  msasnre- 
mtnts  in  regard  to  the  filling  already  put  it  there, 
wnich  amounts  to  1310  square  yaras.and  which 
at  a  fair  estimate  cau  be  done  foi  seventy -rJvo 
cents  a  yard,  amounting  toabcut  $1000  Allowing 
$200  mere  for  gra'Jii  g  will  mate  it  somewhere 
about  $1200.  I  don't  know  t  at  I  ■  an  sav  that 
what  has  alreaoy  been  dni.e  there  has  n't 
co~t  $2500,  our  if  seems  like  a  very  small  piece  ot 
work  lor  that,  moLey.  I  have  also  had  measure- 
ments taken  in  regard  to  tbe  filling  of  the,  balance 
of  tbe  land,  and  find  that  2400  or  2500  yards  will  be 
required,  which  on  the  same  basis  will  cost  $2100 
or  $2200  ti  complete  the  whole  «oik.  If  $2500 
have  been  laid  out  already,  of  course  it  will  cost  a 
great  deal  mora  to  fioi?h  it.  But,  inasmuch  as 
v/f  have  n't  not  enough  done  with  the  money 
alreaav  expended,  »e  think  we  ought  to  nave 
Eome  of  rh'S  appiopriation  for  filling  Madison 
squar«.    The  gentleman  said   at    the  last  meet- 
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ing  that  a  great  deal  had  been  done  on  Orchard, 
paik,  but  the  e  was  not  so  much  taxable  property 
around  i:  as  about  Madison  square,  and  be  gave 
that  as  one  ot  his  reasons  why  Madison  square 
should  he  filled,  also  that  there  was  a  targe  school- 
house  upo  i  Madison  square.  Well,  we  have  o.,e 
Qf  the  largest  schoolhouses  in  the  citv  bordering 
upon  Orchard  park,  and  there  is  still  another 
there,  the  two  having  soooe  1300  grammar  and 
primary  scholars.  I  have  also  takiu  oc- 
casion to  procure  tram  the  assessors  the 
atnou  t  of  taxable  property  bordering  one 
the  two  i  arks.  It  will  be  iem-mbereo  that 
Madi*on  squaie  is  Dearly  twice  as  large  as  Or- 
chacd  park,  and  of  course  the  area  around  it  is 
nearly  double  al so.  But  I  fiad  that  on  Orchard 
park  we  have  $649,600  m  taxable  pioperty,  and  on 
Madisoi.  square  $789,600.  And  I  see,  on  tarnng 
the  property  bordering  on  the  two  parks,  that  toe 
amount  is  muc'  laigei  on  Orchard  park  than  on 
Madisou  square,  and  for  thac  reason  it  should 
have  the  atrennou  or  the  committee.  Besides 
th?,r,  Orchard  park  is  the  only  play  ground  the 
children  have  in  that  seccioo  of  the  city; 
tnere  is  a  great  deal  of  travel  mere;  the 
schools  border  upon  it,  and  one  of  tbem  oas 
an  eccrance  upo  it.  I  think  it  should  be  put  in 
condition  that;  people  can  pa  s  through  it  atd  that 
the  children  a.a  have  a  good  play  trround;  wh-re- 
?s  now  it  will  be  nothiug  but  a  skating  groand 
this  winter.  The  spacss  between  the  walks  are 
eighteen  inches  low  er  tbao  the  alks,  anl  I  nope 
the  Council  will  see  fii  to  give  us  a  proper  amount 
to  grade  this  up,  am  I  think  the  money  asked  for 
ought  to  do  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9-1  do  not  know  that  I 
h;ve  any  objection  to  the  expenoiture  of  money 
upon  this  park,  b.it  it  seems  10  me  that  the  course 
t  e  gentleman  wishes  us  to  pursue  is  irregular, 
and  if  adopted  would  create  a  daugerous  prece- 
dent. W"  have  a  Committt-e  on  Common  and 
Squares,  as  we  have  upon  evrrv  oilier  impo  tint 
department.  It  is  their  province  to  ascertain 
and  report  wl>'at  expenditures  are  neces- 
sary and  hoiv  they  should  be  made.  We 
have  no  such  report  covering  the  park 
in      questio- .  If      the      course     suggested 

is  pursued,  and  b  comes  a  precedent,  wher;  an 
expenditure  is  asked  for  acy  gentleman  might 
ask  for  an  amendment  wuich  might  Jeao  to  an  ap- 
propriation tor  the  particular  district  he  may 
favor — not,  however,  that  I  have  anyreasou  to 
suppose  that  to  be  the  case  in  the  prssentinstaoce. 
I  would  cherefore  move  the  recommittal  ot  this 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 

Mr.  Wilbur— I  have  no  particular  objection  to 
its  being  recommitted  to  the  committee,  but  I 
have  repeatedly  called  their  attention  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  have  been  met  in  eveiy  case  by  the  state- 
ment that  there  was  no  money  that  could  be  useo 
this  year,  that  i  here  was  not  enough  to  carry  out 
projects  alr-ady  contemplated,  and  that  there  was 
do  ap oropriation  that  could  bs  tra-sf  erred.  When 
this  order  came  iu  I  felt  that  if  there  is  to  be  a 
transfer  we  ought  to  have  ?ometbing  rone  there. 
I  feel  that  the  committee  are  not  so  well  ported  on 
tbis  matter  as  thsy  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  H  armon  of  Ward  6 — I  took  a  look  at  Orchard 
park  this  week,  and  have  been  informed  that 
about  $2000  were  spent,  in  grading  it.  If  that  be 
tiue  I  should  judge  that  about  $2000  more  will  be 
required  to  grad«<  up  toe  remainder.  It  seems  to 
be  a  playground  for  boys,  and  in  its  present  con- 
dition I  should  judge  it  to  be  veiy  urhealcuv.  I 
can  see  the  justice  of  wanting  to  have  thar,  park 
in  good  rhape.  I  do.i't  know,  however,  but  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  right;  but  socnetbing 
ought  to  bo  iione  to  Orchard  oark,  as  it  is  very 
wet  and  unhealthy.  If  the  gradiug  is  to  be  done 
it  should  be  fully  craned  and  notleft  half  finished 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — I  am  sorry  to  differ  from 
the  action  of  the  committee;  but  I  voted  against 
the  appropriation  for  Madison  squaie  and  said 
then  that  it  ought  to  be  divided  between  Madison 
square  and  Orchard  park.  We  have  but  $5000 
moie  to  spend  unless  we  come  heie  for  more 
money;  though  there  is  rot  so  much  opposition  to 
that  here,  perhaps,  as  in  the  other  branch.  Now, 
the  gentleman's  proposition  is  that  of  that  $5000, 
$2800  b.'  spent  on  Madison  s-quai  e  aud  $2200  be 
spent  on  Orcaard  pa ik.  instead  of  allowing  Or- 
chard park  to  take  carb  of  itself.  1  think  that  is  a 
very  fair  pioposition,  and  perhaps  my  friend  from 
the  Ninth  Ward  is  right  in  desiring  io  have  it  go 
back  to  the  committee.  I  don't  believe  either  of 
those  pariS  can  be  finished  with  $2200  or  $2800; 
but  I  do  believe  in  equality,  ano  I  shall  coiucide 
with  my  friend  in  having  it  go  back  to  the  com- 
mittee, or  shall  vote  for  this  proooi  ition  as  it  is.  I 
only  rise  foi  the  purpose  of  stating  the  exact  fact 
in  regard  to  it. 


Mr.  Wilbur— The  gemlemao  says  he  don't  think 
$2200  will  finish  Orchard  -park.  I  undertake  to 
say  it  would  not,  nor  would  $5000,  in  Che  way  the 
work  has  been  done.  But  I  do  t. now  that"  this 
$2200  will  do  it  in  proper  shape,  and  I  will  guaran  - 
tee  to  find  a  party  who  vill  do  it  as  it  should  be 
for  that  uiorey. 

Mr.  Guild  or  Ward  6 — as  a  memcer  of  the  com- 
mittee I  have  advocated  this  order  as  reported, 
but  I  don't  assume  to  be  either  the  cbampV'n  of 
Madison  square  or  Orchsrd  paik.  My  only  desire, 
as  a  member  of  the  City  Government,  is  to  see  the 
crty's  money  expended  whe  e  it  will  do  the  most 

f;ooo  and  be  of  the  oest  possible  advautaee. 
f  I  undei stand  the  s  atement  of  the  gen- 
tlemao  from  Ward  5.  it  is  thai  he  opposed 
this  order  in  committee.  I  believe  the  ques- 
tion was  put  in  commit  °e  on  the  figures 
as  reponed  h.  »e,  and  they  were  recommended 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  trie  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Square?.  Of  course  I  don'tmean  to  say 
that  a  >y  gentleman  has  rot  a  perfect  right  to 
change  his  nurd  betw  en  the  r  and  now;  and 
doubtless  the  gentleman  has  seen  good  reason  to 
orange  his.  I  sh  >ul o  be  perreitly  silling  to  have 
the  committee  rec  >■  sidei  ihe  subject.if  lb  •  Coun- 
cil tnink  they  have  not  examined  it  thor- 
oughly enough;  tbeo<  we  can  come  here 
aDd  give  our  ieason?7  and  tell  what  would 
be  the  most  judicious  exoeudi  ure  for  these  two 
paiks— either  to  flush  one  thoroughly  a  d  entire- 
ly or  to  lay  out  part  of  the  money  on  each.  What 
little  I  have  see  :  of  Orchsrd  park  *as  convinced 
me,  as  a  get  tlpuian  spates,  that  neither  two  nor 
three  oor  five  thousand  dollars  would  finish  it. 
You  mav  be  sure  propositions  will  come  heie  to 
puichaselat  d  aud  enlarge  that  square,  even  after 
wh">t  is  now  proposed  has  oeen  cone.  A  good 
oeal  has  b  en  no.  e  to  mate  it  a  pic asart  play- 
ground for  the  school  which  backs  upon  it,  and 
does  not  front  on  it;  a  large  wall  running  oe- 
t'eenit  ano  the  court,  and  the  pupils  ciossimr  one 
co  ner  as  they  go  in  and  come  our.  I  make  this 
statement  from  my  knowledge  ot  this  very  un- 
piofitable  piece  of  property  or  the  citv  of  Boston, 
and  which  I  look  uoou,  rouse  a  familiar  illustra- 
tion, as  au  elephaot  which  we  have  and  must  do 
ths  best  we  can  with. 

Mr.  Sha-v — The  geotlemao  do;.s  me  great  injus- 
tice when  ha  says  I  have  caanged  my  miuu.  I 
have  not  changed-  my  mind.  The  *;iss>  man 
changes  his  mind ;  the  fool  never.  As  I  stated.  I 
vote  i  agaiustitiu  committee;  but  a  majority  was 
atrainS'-  me  and  I  was  outvoted.  The  geutlemau 
may  lenember  his  recoid;  I  remember  mice.  I 
was  io  favor  of  Orchard  park,  as  I  am  today,  and 
I  said,  Give  tbem  $1000,  if  nothing  more.  But  no; 
parties  were  determued  to  put  this  throusr  i  ac  all 
hazardr,  and  being  outvoted  I  sat  down,  reserving 
my  right  to  vote  here.  I  have  uot  changed  mv 
mind.  Toe  gentleman  who  offered  the  order  and 
bis  colleagues  about  him  know  that  I  have  been 
trying  to  get  impro.erneuts  made  in  Orchard 
park. 

Mr.  Guild— I  still  desire  ro  clinch  what  I  said, 
and  I  don't  mean  to  go  back  upon  it.  f'eutleineo 
about  me  here  tonicht,  who  are  on  the  committee, 
fully  understood  that  the  vote  was  unanimous.  I 
heard  it  put,  and  did  not  hear  the  gentleman  object 
to  it,  bui  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  the  gen- 
tleman's word  that  he  ooposed  it;  but  I  thorough- 
ly u  .derstood  that  it  teas  a  iu  ai  inious  vote,  and  I 
am  strengthened  in  that  opioiou  by  otter  mem- 
bers of  the  committee.  I  say  this  in  order 
that  1  may  not  be  considered  as  making  a 
statement  waolly  without  reason.  I  have  heard 
chat  proverb  ahout  the  wise  mao  and  the<  rher  oe- 
fore,  fc  nd  it  is  just  a;  tru--  tonight  as  it  was  the  first 
399  times  I  heard  it  repealed.  I  am  glad  to  know 
tbf  ceutleman  has  not  chouged  bis  mind  iu  this 
connection,  and  I  hope  be  will  stick  io  it. 

The  motion  to  recommit  «as  lost— 18  for,  22 
agaicst. 

Mr.  Kiogsbuiy  of  Wsid  15—1  Would  ask  the 
erentleman  from'Ward  15  what  would  be  the  tffeet 
it  the  amendments  are  adopted — *hetoei  Maoi- 
son  square  v.iii  be  left  uufinisbed,  and  Otchark 
park  o  lvparcia'lv  put  in  proper  coudition.  If 
$2800  will  counlete  Madison  equate  I  shall  not  ob- 
ject, but  I  shall  if  it  is  to  be  left  in  an  unfinished 
'state. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  can  only  say  in  regard 
to  Orchard  park  that  I  believe  $2200  -vill  coniulete 
that  work.  I  have  not  gone  into  the  matter  ot  fin- 
ishing Madisou  square.  I  do  not  know  how  much 
filling  is  to  be  done  there.  I  know7  $10,000  was  laid 
oot  herf  last  v-ai  and  $5000  thisvear.  I  do  not 
know  but  it  would  take  $15,000  to  finish  it. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15— If  the  eeutreman 
from  Ward  13  caouot  give  it  I  would   like  the  in- 
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formatiOD  from  toe  Committee  on  Common    aad 
Squares. 

Mr.  Flycn  ot  Ward  7  —  It  is  apparent  troui  tlie 
last  vote  taken  thar  if  the  questmn  is  taken  tbe 
order  cannot  be  passad,  for  tlieiB  are  iut  fifty 
members  present.  In  order  that  the  niaUer  may 
be  looked  i  to  by  members  of  the  Conned,  I  ;nove 
that  th4  matter  he  laid  m  on  the  tabl  .  The  mo 
tion  prevade  i. 

Subsequently,  on  motio  .  •  t  Mr. Wilbur,  the  order 
was  taken  from  the  table,  ard  specially  assigned 
for  eight  o'ckck  P.  M.  text  Thursday. 

PARK  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Crocker  <>f  Ward  6  movi  d  10  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  ?/as  rejected  the  order  for  a  trans- 
fer from  toe  Reserved  Fun.l  10  the  "Park  Depart- 
ment" of  §7000,  to  dettay  expense*  during  the 
present  financial  yeai,  for  clerical  services,  ad- 
vertising, etc. 

Mr.  Suavv  ot  Wai-  5— On  that  question  I  want  to 
say  a  single  word,  and  I  uo  rot  propose  to  say  it 
in  opposition  to  tie  reconsideration  eitner.  I  did 
have  the  honor  to  raise  my  voice  here  the  other 
night  against  making  the  *  appropriation  at  that 
time,  ana  I  gave  my  reasors  I'oi  it.  Bat,  sir,  lest 
1  mav  be  understood,  as  I  have  beea  by  some,  th*t 
1  did  that  for  the  purpose  of  raising  an  objection 
to  the  ope  ratio  cs. of  the  Commissioners,  1  » ish  dis- 
tinctly t<i  repeat  what  1  did  say,  that  I  raised 
no  oopositiou  to  t.eir  action  at  all.  I  only  asked, 
and  the  Council  will  remember  it,  that  at  that 
/me  the  lionomble  Commissioner  should  report 
•  n  detail  for  what  they  asked  monev  and  what  77as 
proposed  by  them  as"  their  course  oi  action.  If 
the  ^  ouocil  see  fit  to  reconsider  then  a  tion  and 
have  the  members  vote  again  upon  it,  I  shall  not 
raise  my  voice  against  it.  1  said  the  other  n  gnt — 
and  I  repeat  it  at  the  expei.se  of  beinn  considered 
tedious— that  all  my  heart  was  io  favor  of  public 
parks,  I  only  criticise.i  tne  action  ot  the  Commis- 
sioners because  of  the  doings  of  our  of  their  num- 
ber, it  it  must  be  repeated  here — not  of  thr.  e,  but 
of  one.  I  hope  the  matter  win  be  reconsidered, 
and  tbat  the  greatest  libercv  and  opportunity 
will  he  given  to  the  Council  ween  an  ap- 
propnaiioo  is  asked  tor  which  amounts  to 
anything,  that  they  may  have  the  pleasure 
anil  the  right  to  vote  for  it  it  they  see  fit  so  to  do. 
I  hope  ti  e  gentleman's  motion— Jar.  Crocker'*, it  I 
may  be  allowed  to  use  hi.,  name-  will  be  carried  ; 
that  the  vote  will  be  reconsidered,  and  toat  when 
ihe  proper  time  comes,  the  yeas  and  nays  may  be 
called. 

The  mction  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Waul  6 — As  the  number  of  the 
Council  present  is  quite  small  and  it  is  a  question 
whether  thsre  may  not  be  a  fe  *  votes  opposed  to 
this  matter,  and  iii  order  that  the  matter  may  be 
kept  open  if  »e  should  happen  to  lose  it  tonight, 
I  move  ;o  amend  the  order  by  substituting  for 
$7000,  $6900,  the  effect  of  which  will  he,  if  I  un- 
derstand it,  to  givt  us  an  opportunity  to  act  upon 
it  at  a  future  meeting  it  it  is  lost  tonight.  It  i  a 
matter  that  a  l.irge  majority  of  the  Council  are 
auxious  to  pass,  and  there  mav  possioly  be  eaougb 
votes  tonight  to  defeat  it.  I  therefore  move  this 
amenoment. 

The  am-ndment  was  adopted  and  the  order  was 
passed— veas  58,  nays  1,  Mr.  Walbridge  of  Ward 
12  voting  nav.    Sent  up. 

COMMUNICATIONS     FROM  CITT  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  presented  a  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Directors  fo:  Public  Institu- 
tions representing  thc.t  ths  new  steamer  will  be 
ready  for  useinafts.?  days,  and  ttcomnunding 
that  tae  steamer  Henry  Morrison  oe  so.O. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  ot  Paolic  Institu- 
tions.   Seen.  up. 

Mr.  Page  also  presented  a  request  ot  School 
Commit  ee  for  thi  establishment  of  an  industrial 
school  in  connection  with  e  ,eh  of  the  grammar 
scaools  in  which  gills  «ne  taugbt  sewing,  foi  the 
purpose  ot  givi"g  instruction  in  sewing  as  ptovid- 
ed  in  chanter  86,  Act>  and  Resolves  or  1872. 

Referied  to  Joint  Committee  o:i  Public  Instruc- 
tion.   Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  Itf  PAVING  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Waid  16  submitted  th'j  following: 
The  Commitcee  of  tne  Common  Counc.l  on 
Paving,  wbn  were  requested  co  inquire  whether 
any  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  pay  of  tne 
persons  employed  io  the  Paving  Department,  the 
amount  of  the  reduction,  if  any,  the  reasons  for 
making  the  same,  and  whether  it  applies  to  the 
foremen  as  well  «.s  the  day  laborers,  by  leave  to 
submit  the  following 

report: 
There  are,  at  the  present  time,  815  persons  em- 
ployed iu  the  Paving  Department.  Uod"-r  ihe  pro- 
visions of  the  sixth  section  of  the  ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  streets,  the  superintendent  has  authority 


to  make  all  cortracts  for  the  supply  of  labor  aod 
materials,  subject,  however,  to  the  dlrecti.no  and 
control  of  tne  Board  of  Aldermen.  Otders  have 
been  pas  ed  from  nine  to  time  bv  toat  Board  au- 
thorizing the  superintendent, unue'r  the  directi  >n 
ot  the  Commit1  ee  on  Paving,  to  contract  tor  sup- 
plies and  materials  requiied  in  carrying  on  the 
operations  of  thr  dep;rtm°ut.  With  the-advice 
and  consent  ot  the  committee  th  Superintendent 
has  recently  made  a  reductio  .  of  12V2  per  cent,  in 
the  wages  of  all,  except  eighteen  of"  the  persons 
employe j  i  t ;  depcrttnert.  The  following 
schedu  e  shows  the  purposes  for  .vluch  the  men 
are  e-nj  loved  ;<nc  th1;  oiestnt  rare  of  conipeusa- 
iioD  v>  hich  they  receive: 

688  Common  laborers,  at $1.75  per  diem 

12  Stock  and  tally  men,  at 2.00    "       " 

3  Stable  men,  at 2.00    "       " 

5  Two-horse  teamsters,  at    1.86    "       " 

5  Powder  men, at $2.00  to  2.25    "       " 

2  Wharfingers,  at 2.25  to  3.00    "       " 

67  Mechanics 2.25  to  3.25    •*       " 

19  Sub-foremen,  at 2.25  to  3.00    "       " 

tone    at    $00) 
10  Foremen <six     at  $100  >per  mouth. 

(three  at  $125) 

4  Clerks,  at 

No  reductio-.  has  been  made  in  the  wages  ot  ton 
l.r  ineti,  three  sub-i<  remen,  one  mechanic,  and 
lour  clerks.  The  lenson  given  by  tne  Supeiin- 
iculriif  lor  _-ot  making  any  reduction  is  thatthrse 
men  have  i  ot  heretofoi  'been  Fdequst  ly  com- 
pensates for  their  servic  s,  that  is.  thev  vere  i  ot 
paid  as  much  as  services  of  a  similar  chaiatter 
would  command  el-ewbere.  The  reason  given  for 
■  etuci  g  th  pay  of  the  othe  employes  is  that  the 
me  i  were  leeeivi'  g  much  more  than  was  paid  ior 
labor  of  a  simitar  ctiaracter  by  oth^r  corporations. 
It  is  represent  d  tbat  the  rate  of  wages  paid  to 
common  laborers  u  this  city  and  in  vicinity,  out- 
side of  our  own  city  departments,  average-:  not 
over  $1.50  per  die  n. 

The  Sup  tintendeut  states  that,  in  making  mis 
re  uction,  it  i-  no!  tn^  intention  of  the  Paving  De- 
partment to  spend  les"  money  iu  the  improvea.e  t 
of  the  streets,  but  to  make  toe  saue  money  go  fur- 
ther; in  other  wouls,  to  keep  the  pres  ut  force  for 
a  longer  t  rm,  or  t  <■  employ  additional  men. 

Respectfully  submitted,  for  the  committe  , 

Alexander  3eal,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  '*&:  d  5—1  wouid  like  to  ask  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
if  that  is  the  course  put  sued  by  the  gentleman. 

The  Piesident— It  is  101  requisite  unaer  the  or- 
der. The  /7ork  "is  to  be  done  under  their  direc- 
tion or  contiol." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  would  rheu  ask  if  the 
Sun  rinte'Klent  asks  the  direction  or  control  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  when  he  makes  these 
prices. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— He  so  states  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7 — I  desire  to  a^k  the  gen- 
tleman if  this  is  a  unanimous  report  of  he  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— It  is  the  re  ort  of  a  .  ma- 
jority of  the  committee— three  out  of  five. 

Mr.  Fly. in  of  Ward  7— Now  I  desire  to  ask  that 
gentleman  whether  or  not  a  mi  oiity  of  that  com- 
mittee have  not  asked  him  o  be  allowed  to  look 
at  that  report,  and  whether  or  not  he  h'.s  nut  re- 
fused to  1st  them  look  at  it? 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ware  16—  t'ne  report  has  beeo  in  th& 
room  of  the  Clerk  of  Commutes  all  the  ce=k, 
and  vanoos  members  of  the  committee  have  been 
thpre  and  approved  of  it.  Ttiey  could  all  have 
gone  there  and  teid  it  it  thsv  pleased,  Out  there 
have  been  butthiee  merabeis  taere  who  nave  ap- 
piovedofit.  The  membeis  woo  did  not  go  had 
the  saTie  opportunity  as  tiose  who  went.  The  re- 
port was  made  and  signed  a.  d  ieady  to  be  handed 
in  be  e  when  some,  of  the  cammittee  sect  to  me 
an  i  wanted  to  take  it  into  the  ante-room  and  look 
it  over  and  see  whether  they  would  like  to  m*ke 
any  alterations  in  i..  It  oid  not  seem  to  me  that 
was  a  proper  thing  to  be  done  at  that  time,  and  I 
declined.  If  they  wished  to  make  a  minority  re- 
poit  tbe\  Sad  the  same  opportunity  the  majority 
hid  to  maks  th  ir  report. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7 — I  understand  members  of 
tbat  committee  have  called  upon  the  chairman 
and  requested  of  him  an  opportunity  to  look  at 
that  iepo' t,  and  that  he  has  refused  them  the 
privilege.  Thsv  have  also  stated  to  me  that  they 
desired  to  make  a  minority  report,  and  being  un- 
able to  look  at  rhe  report  ot  the  m  jority  of  the 
committee  they  did  not  koow  what  kind  of  a  re- 
port wasm*de,  or  what  kind  of  a  report  they 
might  make.  I  say  here,  with  all  due  defer- 
ence to  that  gentleman,  tuac  I  think  it  is  hardly 
fair  in  him,  ae  chairman,  to  deprive  these  gen- 
tlemen of  the  committee  of  the  privilege  of  look- 
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ing  at  tha  report.  It  seems  an  unwarrantable  as- 
sumption on  vis  part  to  oo  anything  of  the  kind. 
Every  member  has  the  right  to  look  at  the  report 
of  his  committee  and  decide  whether  he  will  sign 
it.  As  I  understand  it,  two  members  of  the  com- 
mittee have  been  ceprived  of  tbat  piivilege.  Now, 
sir,  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
a  minority  report  at  the  1  ext  m  eting,Imove  that 
the  uiajonty  report,  as  I  understand  it  to  be,  be 
laid  od  the  table. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16 — There  is  no  grievance  here 
whatever.  One  of  the  minority  of  the  committee 
came  here  tonight  and  asked  some  questions 
about  the  report,  and  I  answered  them.  I  said, 
"Here  is  the  report,  vou  may  see  it  if  you  want 
to."  Be  asked  me  if  certain  things  were  id  it, 
and  I  told  him  no,  and  be  went  away.  The  leport 
was  in  the  room  of  the  Clerk  of  Commiitees  and 
there  was  no  objection  to  his  looking  at  it.  I  did 
decline  to  its  goirg  into  the  auie  room.  I  may 
have  made  a  mistake.  If  I  oid  I  am  willing  to 
apologize. 

Mr.  Kelly  ot  Ward  21— T  will  state  as  one  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  that  I  was  rot  a  Wire  that  a 
report  was  to  be  submitted  this  week.  In  conver- 
sation with  one  of  ths  committee  bs  stated  tbat 
there  wa.  to  be  no  report,  but  simply  a  statement  of 
facts.  I.uppose.being  a  new  member  ot  the  Coun- 
cil, I  was  not  considered  worthy  of  being  notified 
tbat  there  was  to  be  areport.  I  was  present  wben 
one  member  of  the  committee  s<nt  for  the  report 
and  .*  message  was  sent  back  that  hs  could  not 
see  the  leporr.  TNow,  sir,  most  of  the  report  is 
correct;  but  I  behev-  there  are  some  things  in  it 
that  are  unjust  Here  is  a  foreman  who  receives 
a  salary  of  $1500  per  year.  1  consider  that  a 
very  good  salary.  R<-re  is  a  man  toat  works 
for  $ 2  per  day,  and  only  two-thirds  of  the  time  at 
that.  He  is  to  be  reduced  at  the  ra'e  of  12%  per 
cent.,  and  the,  man  at  $1500,  who  does  no  work,  is 
not  reduced  one  cent.  I  think  there  is  injustice 
there,  «ir.  So  far  as  the  Paviug  Department  in 
Charlestown  is  concerted,  I  know  that  the  Super- 
intendent, v.  ho  receives  $1500  there,  is  oo  more 
entitle  1  to  the  full  allowance  tba  >  the  day  laoor- 
ers  under  him.  The  city  of  Boston  is  noted  for 
paying  large  .alaries;  but  I  think  "he  should  be 
as  charitable  to  her  poor  working  men  as  to  her 
salaried  men.  Now,  sir,  I  tbink  it  would  be  fair 
and  just,  "hen  we  redncethe  pav  of  'he  laboier 
with  the  pick  and  shovel,  to  take  12y2  per  cent,  off 
the  pay  of  the  Superintendent  as  well, 
wben  h°  has  the  privilege  of  making 
full  time,  and  if  he  wishes  to  go  oo  a 
vacation  he  is  no,  hindered,  vbile  if  tho 
weather  is  cloudy  the  poor  laborer  cannot 
go  to  work  until  one  o'clock,  or  until  the  weather 
is  pleasant.  Fiom  my  knowledge  of  the  Cbarles- 
town  Paving  Department— I  speak  from  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts,  tor  I  have  done  much  mason 
work  on  the  streets — I  know  that,  there  are  men 
in  the  department  more  competent  ,.haa  the  Su- 
perintendent is  to  do  his  work.  The  Superintend- 
entsays  these  thousand  and  fMgb'een-bundred- 
dollar  men  receive  small  pay.  Now,  sir,  I  cannot 
see  it  ij  that  light.  I  say  tbey  are  well  paid,  and 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of  the  pay  of 
laboring  men  when  the  pay  of  professional  men  is 
so  high.  Take  the  new  License  Commissioners,  for 
instance ;  we  pay  rtu  m  $3800  per  year.  We  could 
get  men  equally  able  and  efficient  for  $1500  per 
year  who  would  be  glad  of  the  chance.  But  we 
are  asked  to  strike  firs'"  the  pi.or  man  who  has  no 
friends  and  who  has  to  work  for  $2  per  day  to 
support  his  family  of  rive  or  six.  and  this  Commit- 
tee o  i  Paving  an"  tbe  Superintendent  of  raving 
think  $175  pel  day  is  sufficient  for  these  men.  I 
tbink,  sir,  it  is  a  good  way  to  encourage  crime  and 
poverty. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — The  debate,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, seems  to  be  wauoering  from  the  question  be- 
fore the  Couucil,  which  is  to  lav  upon  the  table 
the  report  of  the  committee.  Ample  opportunity 
will  undoubtedly  be  given  for  every  gentleman 
who  desires  it  to  discuss  the  rcattt  r  when  me  ma- 
jority and  minority  repot  ts  are  both  Defore  us.  I 
therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  5 — Mr.  Piesidtut,  I  called 
on  the  chairman  of  the  committee  this  evening, 
and  he  told  me  very  quietly  that  the  majority  of 
the  committee  had  signed  it.  I  went  to 
my  friend,  Mr.  Flynn,  and  told  bun  the 
circumstances.  I  wa?  a  new  man  in  the 
Council,  and  I  asked  him  for  advice.  I  s?nt 
to  Mr.  Beal  for  the  report,  and  h?  refused  to  give 
it  to  me.  Now,  Mi.  President,  I  booe  that  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  will  orevail.that  we 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  present  a  minority 
report. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  have  but  one  word  to 
say  in  regard  to  the  jepoit.  It  appears  to  me  that 
it  is  not  true  in  fact.    I  think  we  should   know 


what  ths  ordinance  is  before  we  act  or*  either  re- 
port.   [Mr.  Sbaw  rea  I  tbe  section.] 

"Section  6.  It  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  said 
Superintei. dent,  under  the  directioo  and  control 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  superintend  tne 
general  s  ate  of  the  streets;  to  attend  to  the  lay- 
ing out,  widening,  elevation  and  repairs  of  the 
same,  ai  d  t>  make  all  contracts  for  the  supply  of 
laboi  and  materials  therefor ;  *  *  *  and  the 
city  shall  not  be  iesporsible  for  any  of  his  doings 
that  have  not  been  oroered  by  the  City  Council 
or  the  Board  of  Alderm-n,  or  ranctioned  by  ex- 
press vote." 

The  piev^ous  question  ^as  ordered  aod  the  re- 
poi  t  was  lai  1  on  tbe  table. 

ASSESSORS'  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3  submitted  a  report  from- 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department, 
recommending  leave  to  withdiaw  on  petition  of  J. 
H.  McBarror,for  abatement  of  taxes  on  estate  2 
Orchard  street,  for  the  years  1868-73  inclusive.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  up. 

TRDSTfc.ES  OF  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Spragce  of  WaTd  4  submitted  a  report  from 
tbe  Joint  Commi' tee  on  Public  Library,  recom- 
mendiug  the  election  of  Thomas  Garfield  as  a 
member  ot  ths  Boat d  of  Trustees  of  said  library, 
vice  Daniel  S.  funis  resigned.  Report  accepted 
and  nomination  laid  over. 

FERBY  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  froiu  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  offered  the  followiLg: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  bill  of  J.  A.  Kelly,  amount- 
ing to  $10,  for  s  rvices  in  the  Ferry  Department, 
be  allowed  for  jayment  by  tb~  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts. 

R-ad  twice,  under  a  suspeosion  ct  the  rule,  oo 
motion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  aod  passed.    Sfnt  up. 

SEWING  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  bis  honor  the  Mayor  be  requ^  sted 
to  petition  the  Geneial  Court,  at  its  text  session, 
for  th ••  passage  of  ao  act  authorizing  the  city  to 
appropriate  money  for  tbe  purpose  of  giving  in- 
struction in  sewiog  to  a  portion  of  ths  pupils  of 
the  publie^schools. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sweetser,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction.    Seot  up. 

SCHOOLHOCSE   AT  CITY    POINT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Page  of  Watd9,  the  report 
and  order  for  the  purchase  of  certain  lots  of  land 
on  Fourth  street,  n^ax  O  street,  as  a  schoothouse 
site,  at  not  exceeding  seventy-five  cents  a  foot, 
were  taken  from  the  table  and"  recommitted  to  th-» 
Joint  Committee  on  Puolic  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—  Petition  of  St.  Joseph's 
Home  for  abatement  of  tax  of  1874.  Ref-rred  to 
Jotiit  Coaatnittee  on  Assessors'  Department.  Seot 
up. 

INDEX  OF  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Waid  4  offered  the  fo'lowing: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Printirg  be  in- 
structed to  consider  the  expediency  of  leprintiog 
and  stereotyping  the  index  ot  Public  City  Docu- 
ments, No.  — ,  1874. 

Mr.  Whitmore — M.y  reason  for  offering  tbe  order 
is  that,  owiog  to  sonie  mi^apprehersion  last  year, 
this  document,  of  some  20  or  30  pages,  which  is  a 
careful  i  dex  of  all  our  public  documents,  is  en- 
tirely out  of  print.  There  weie  hardly  enough  to 
furnish  the  bound  volumes  last  year,  and  there 
are  none  at  all  m  the  hands  of^the  City  Messenger 
to  be  distributed  this  year  or  the  comiug  year. 
The  expecse  will  not  amount  to  more  than  $200. 
It  is  a  thing  which  has  been  done  heretofore  trom 
time  to  time,  and  which  ueerls  to  be  done  now. 
The  document  being  an  index  is  one  which  every 
new  member  of  the  Dity  Goveiriruenthas  occasion 
to  refer  to,  and  it  is  absoints-lv  out  of  print.  I 
present  this  merely  as  a  matter  of  reference  to  the 
Committeeou  Pritctng.  Thsordei  wasreid  twice 
and  passed. 

NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE  FENCE.   WARD  19. 

Mr.  Rice  of  Ward  19  offered  th-  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  instiucte.i  to  place  a  suitable  fence  around 
the  schoolhouse  situated  on  Pe^iii  street.  Ward  19. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  order 
was  amended  so  that  the  committee  should  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  erecting  such  a  fence,  and 
was  then  re,  d  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

COST  OF  GRADING  ORCHARD  PARK. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  13  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  instructed 
to  ascertain  ano  report  to  the  City  Council  the 
amount  required  for  raisins  the  grade  i  f  Orchard 
Pars  to  the  -trade  of  the  part  already  filled. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitcomb  of  Ward  13  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    4,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Four  grand  and  five  petit  jurors  were  drawn  for 
trie  October  teim  of  tn=  United  States  Circuit 
Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Jeremiah  J.  Callahan. 

Special  Police  Officers— David  Sargent,  Boston 
Union  Industrial  Association,  375  Tremont  street; 
Alfred  W.  Smith,  Cragie's  Bridge;  James  Har- 
rington, 152  Meridian  street;  Frederic  Holme,  Mt. 
"Washington  Glass  Company,  Firft  street. 

Measurer  of  Upper  Leather— William  Austin. 

Constables  —  Richard  F.  Andrews;  Joshua  S. 
Duncklee,  Deputy  Co  Hector  ;  Lorenzo  Smith, 
West  Roxbury. 

VACANCY  IN  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  : 

Executive  Department,  1 
Oct.  4,  1875.    ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council :  Gentle- 
men— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
communication  received  from  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  announcing 
that  a  vactncy  exists  in  the  said  board,  occasion- 
ed by  the  deam  of  Dr.  Ira  Allen.  The  letter  of 
the  Chairman  does  no  more  that)  justice  to  tne 
personal  character  ard  public  services  of  Dr.  Al- 
len. In  the  wards  formerly  constituting  the  city 
of  Roxburv,  his  death  is  especially  felt  and 
lamented.  He  had  served  that  city  faithful- 
ly for  many  years,  in  various  offices  of  trust, 
and  he  c  joyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all  classes  of  the  people.  To  his  friends  there,  it 
is  a  great  satisfaction  to  know  that  his  private 
worth  and  public  usefulness  have  been  appre- 
ciated in  the  wider  snhers  in  which  he  has  been 
calied  to  act  in  these  latter  years.  I  respectfully 
recommend  that  steps  be  taken  at  au  early  day  to 
fill  the  vacancy.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Office  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  1 
Sept.  25,  1875.     1 

To  His  Honor  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston:  Sir— It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to 
officially  announce  to  you  and  through  you  to  the 
City  Council  that  a  vacaucy  exists  m  the  Board  of 
Overseer*  of  the  Poor,  causHd  by  the  deatn  cf  Dr. 
Ira  Allen  of  the  Highland  District.  Dr.  Allen  be- 
came a  member  of  the  board  soon  after  the  an- 
nexation of  Roxbury  to  Bostou,  and  brought  to  its 
service  not  only  a  heartv  interest  in  the  work  to 
which  it  is  devoted,  but  the  fruits  of  a  long  and 
ripe  experience  in  similar  relations  to  the  munici- 
pality in  which  for  many  years  was  bis  hum-  and 
the  scene  of  nis  professional  labors.  Fearless  and 
independent  in  opinion,  practical  and  prompt  m 
affairs,  wiih  warm  sympathies  for  the  deserving, 
and  a  deep  sense  or  official  obligations,  he  was 
one  of  our  most  efficient  members.  He  died  on 
Sunday  evening,  Aug.  29,  at  the  age  of  sixty-tlnee 
years.  By  his  decease  the  board  has  lost  au  agree- 
able and  wise  associate,  and  the  city  one  of  its 
most  faithful  public  servants. 

I  remain  yours,  very  truly, 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Chairman. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woitbington, 
to  the  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with 
the  requsst  to  nominate  some  suitable  person  to 
fill  the  vacancy.    Sent  down. 

orders  of  notice. 

The  construction  of  sewers  in  Troy  street;  in 
Boylston,  Lamartiie,  Chestnut  and  Spring-park 
avenue, was  consideied  on  oraers  of  notice,  but  no 
one  appealing  to  object,  the  orders  were  1  ©com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 
petitions  referred. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  South  Boston  Iron  Company, 
for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  situated  in 
the  rear  of  57  Foundry  street. 

To  the  Committee  07i  Sewers.  Joseph  H.  Hurd, 
to  be  paid  for  damages  ac  242  Centre  street,  caused 
by  construction  of  sewer. 


Charles  P.  Johnson  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Gordon 
street,  Ward  19. 

Chauncoy  Smith  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Washing- 
ton street,  near  Hunneman  street. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  James 
Lee,  Jr.,  et  al.,  that  Tremont  street  be  -.ddened  by 
taking  a  portion  of  the  Common. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  J.  J. 
McNutt,  for  deeds  of  certain  lots  of  land  in  Mai- 
den and  Wareham  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  L?,ura,  A.  Loriag  et  al.,  for  removal  of  a 
tree  in  front  of  36  E^sex  street,  Charlestown. 

S.  R.  Payson,  for  leave  to  remove  six  trees  from 
Forest  street,  Highlands. 

Philo  S.  Sheiton.for  leave  to  remove  a  tree  from 
sidewalk  of  37  Chestnut  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  st^oles — 
James  Nugent,  one  horse,  rear  of  678  Second 
street;  D.  H.  McKay,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  in 
rear  of  Carleton  stnet,  Ward  16;  Thomas  Jackson, 
new  wooden,  two  horses,  2  Sumner  place,  Ward  14; 
W.  H.  Honywill,  rew  wooden,  two  horses,  rear  215 
and  217  Cabot  street;  Joseph  E.  Bray,  old  wooden, 
ten  horses,  Canal  street,  Ward  20;  Silas  Potter, 
old  wooden,  two  additional  horses,  Alaska  street; 
Hugh  Thompson,  new  wooden  siable,  four  horses, 
rear  of  Dorchester  avenue;  Carney  Hospital,  new 
wooden,  two  horses,  lot  22,  Old  Harbor  street; 
Monill  G.  Cuius,  ney  wooden,  two  horses,  Sum- 
mit avenue ;  G.  F.  Parker,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
24  Ntwton  street,  Ward  19;  George  L.  Thayer, 
new  wooden,  one  cow,  Washington  street,  near 
Dale,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Downer  Kero- 
sene Oil  Company,  for  leave  to  lay  a  water  pipe  in 
Midland  street,  across  A  street,  to  connect  with  a 
pipe  iu  Grauite  street. 

Mary  Barry,  for  abatement  of  edgestone  and 
sidewalk  assessment  on  Bolton  street. 

F.  Pierce  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Richmond  street  be 
repaved  between  North  and  Hanover  sneets. 

Lemuel  Clapp,  that  Willow  court,  Ward  16,  be 
repaired. 

Moses  Kimball  et  a?.,  that  Boylston  street,  be- 
tween Charles  and  Church  streets,  be  repaved. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Henrietta  Goldsmith,  Gore  avenue,  corner  Tre- 
mont street;  Henry  B.  Williams.  68,  70,  72  and  74 
Shawmut  aveme,  corner  Ohio  street,  and  on  Ohio 
street. 

P.  H.  McGlynn  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  Rutland 
square,  west  of  Columbus  avenue. 

Jona:ban  Preston  et  al.,  for  a  change  of  grade, 
etc.,  of  Huntington  avenue,  near  "Art  square." 

M.  tillis  &  Co.,  for  permit  toniove  wooden  build- 
ing from  Tucker's  wharf  to  130  Medrord  street. 

salaries  of  deputy  collectors. 

The  report  and  ordei  to  pay  eacb  of  the  Deputy 
Collectors  a  salary  of  §1700  per  annum  was  con- 
sidered unoer  unfinished  business. 

Aldermau  Pow-r — It  -eems  to  in;  that  in  the 
present  state  of  business,  in  view  of  the  general 
retrenchment  being  made  all  through  the  city — 
and  all  over  the  country,  ynu  may  say— by  busi- 
ness uieu  in  their  private  establishments,  we 
ought  to  fix  the  salaries  in  this  uewdepartment  so 
that  they  will  conform  to  the  titne«.  I  think  that 
$1500  is  a  very  fair  salary  for  gentlemen  filling 
these  positions,  and  I  would  move  go  amend 
the  older  by  substituting  §1500  for  §1700. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  suppose  the  members  of 
this  Board  will  co  icur  with  t  >e  suggestion  ot  the 
Alderman  that  it  is  desirable  that  salarie.-,  should 
be  fixed  as  low  «s  can  be,  in  order  to  correspond 
with  ihe  reduction  taking  place  in  values  through- 
out the  country.  But  I  hardly  think  we  should  be 
wan  au  ted  iu  reducing  the  special  salaries  under 
consideration  below  the  amount  named  by  the  com- 
mittee. That  amount  was  arrived  at  titer  a  con- 
sultation between  the  Committees  on  the  Treasury 
Department  and  on  Salaries.  Until  the  passage 
bv  the  last  Legislature  of  the  act  bv  which  the 
Treasury  Department  was  reorganized,  these 
Deputy  Collectors  received  a  largei  sum  than  that 
named*  iu  the  order.  As  i  ear  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained they  received,  under  the  fee  system,  from 
§2500  iO  ;?3000  per  year;  but  the  committees  are  of 
opiuiou  that  $1700  will  commaud  such  talent  a*  is 
required,  and  they  are  not  in  favor  ot  a  further 
reduction.  Possibly  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Treasury  can  explain  more  felly  the  rea- 
sons which  led  them  to  fix  upou  this  sum  rather 
than  any  other.  The  Committee  on  Salaries  were 
influenced  in  a  great  measure  by  the  opmiouof 
the  Commutee  on  the  Treasun  . 
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Alderman  Bigelo;,— I  coucur  entirely  with  the 
reinaik:  made  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8. 
The  Committee  on  the  Tieasury  save  this  matter 
very  carefal  consideration,  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  $1700  was  as  low  a  sum  as  would  com- 
mand th.  ability  required  for  tDt-  sei  vices  to  be 
rendered.  I  think  that  these  very  persons  have 
beeo  receiving  #2500  and  $3000  a  year;  aud  $1700 
is  as  low  a  salaiy  as  we  could  expect  them  to  per- 
form this  service  for.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  prevail. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  was  ascertained  by  the 
Committee  ou  the  Treasury  that  tne  fees— 1  in  ink 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  i ,  a  liitle  mistaken  in 
the  term  he  uses— received  by  the  Deputy  Collect- 
ors amounted  to  about  $1700  in  [levious  jears, 
art!  this  year  to  about  82000  each  But  the  larger 
portion  of  the  Deputy  Collectors  served  as  Assess- 
ors, and  worked  for  the  jityio  other  capacities, 
so  that  some  of  tbeui  er.rued  about  #3000.  Now  it 
is  proposed  to  fix  the  salary  definitely  at  $1700, 
the  statute  providing  that  all  th"  ftes  shall 
go  to  the  city  and  county  wheie  tbey  be- 
long. Tie  citv  is  entitled  to  all  the  services  of 
these  men;  they  are  to  wui'K  at  all  times;  at  sea- 
sons of  theyeai  when  they  are  l  ot  employed  as 
Deputy  Collectors,  if  tlieie  is  anything  else  tor 
them  to  do,  ti  ey  re  to  have  no  excia  pay.  Toey 
have  to  give  bonus  ot  $5000  apiece,  and  must  Le 
men  of  considerable  ability  aud  intelligence  to 
perfoiiu  the  duties.  It  was  thought  bvthe  com- 
mittee that  $1700  would  be  none  too  little  for  the 
services  to  be  performed. 

Alderman  Power— Bscause  the  people  hlliug 
those  positions  were  receiving  large  salaries  un- 
der what  appear  to  have  been  a  poor  system  or 
rather  no  system  at  all,  for  it  couldn't  have  been 
accoroi^g  to  a.y  system,  when  nobody  Knows 
what  the  salary  was — but  do  matte;  about  that. 
There  are  thousands  of  people  out  of  employment 
who  aie  amply  qualified  fo  these  positions,  who 
are  responsible,  and  can  give  bonds  toi  $5000  or 
$10,000,  if  required,  ami  would  gladly  take  such  a 
place  for  $1500.  I  have  numerous  applications 
from  such  persons— the  last  one  w  s  f.  on  a  per- 
son who  filled  a  position  iu  one  of  the  largest 
establishments  in  Boston;  they  gave  nim  the  best 
recommendations,  and  will  giv--  bonus  for  him,  if 
desired,  but  they  have  eo  emplsyment  for  him, 
having  hail  to  curtail  their  business;  in  other 
woids,  they  are  comiog  back  somewhere  n  ar  the 
old*tiraes.  Aud  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  oiein- 
bers  of  this  Government  will  find  it  their  duty, 
when  they  make  up  the  salaiy  bill  for 
the  coming  year,  to  reduce  all  tbe  salaries, 
aud  make  at  least  #200,000  difference  in 
tbe  salaues  of  the  employes  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  Of  course  the  salaries  of  tuy  em- 
ployes are  higher  ihan  we  pay  iu  our  private  busi- 
ness. Now,  I  say,  here  is  a  new  department 
where  we  should  begin  right,  for  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  reduce  a  salary  after  oi:e  is  established  ;  it 
is  a  very  delicate  matter  to  touch,  aud  it  is  si  ith  a 
great  deal  of  reluc-ance  that  any  one  will  touch  a 
salary  after  it  is  fixed.  I  know  chat  any  number 
of  men  can  be  got  to  fill  those  positions  for  $1500. 
It  is  a  good  salary,  as  times  are  and  ar<  likely  to 
be.  It  is  about  time  that  we  began  to  set  an 
example  of  ecoi.omy  in  that  quarter,  as  well  as  in 
otiiers.  I  think  that  $1500  is  a  very  respectable 
salary  for  gentlemen  filling  these  position?,  and 
theri  fore  I  hope  the  imentiiueot  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Harris — I  hope  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  will  give  us  some  idea  of  what  duties 
these  gentlemen  an?  expected  to  perform. 

Alderman  Bigelow-1  cu'  bardly  tell  you,  as  I 
am  not  fully  conversant  with  their  special  outies. 
Perhaps  tbe  Alderman  from  the  CharlcStow.  Dis- 
trict i?  quite  as  familiar  wi;h  the  duties  as  I  am. 
They  are  partly  eugaged  in  serving  summonses  and 
leavLig  bills.  I  met  one  of  the  Deputy  Collectors 
the  other  day,  and  he  told  me  he  baa  6000  bills  to 
leave,  au'i  he  had  just  commenced.  After  all  the 
bills  are  left  t!  ey  have  to  look  after  them,  and  if 
they  are  not  paid  at  the  -proper  tune  the  surn- 
mous  is  let",  and  then  after  a  time  a  wariant  is 
issued.  After  all  this  is  done  they  are  expected 
to  perform  any  service  in  the  office  that  is  re- 
quired of  them— any  clerical  duties— ind  their 
tune  is  occuoied  almost  entirely  by  ths  city. 

Alderman  Power — That  only  goes  to  show  that 
so  far  as  the  responsibility  of  these  rositionsis 
concerned,  they  simply  require  a  persou  of  fair 
education,  who  knows  how  to  write  well  and 
keep  accouots  respectably.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
gentlemen  select  daie  all  fully  qualified  for  the 
positions,  but  I  was  about  to  mention  an  instance 
ot  a  gentleman  from  one  of  the  finest  houses  in 


the  city,  who  paid  "aim  $2000ayeai;  he  came  to 
me  a  ad  wanted  to  know  ii  tiiere  was  a  good  posi- 
tion here  for  $1000  a  year,  and  be  could  give 
bonds  for  $10,000.  For  gentlemen  with  very  slight 
responsibility,  $1500  is  a  very  respectable  salary. 
1  aon't  understand  that  they  have  the  same 
responsibilities  ihey  had  under  the  old  .ystem. 

The  amendment  was  lo>t— yeas  6,  nays' 6. 

Yeas— Aiderm  n  Claik,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power, 
Prescott,  Viles— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Barrage,  Pope,  Quin- 
cy,  Stebbins,  Worthington— 6. 

a  motion  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table,  by  Alder- 
man Power,  was  lost. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  tLe  order. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  desiie  to  :ay  thai  the  sal- 
aries or  these  Collectors  for  September  ?.re  due, 
and  they  cannot  be  pc  id  until  this  order  receives 
the  approval  of  the  City  Council.  It  seems  to  me 
that  men  who  have  rendtied  their  services  should 
be  paid  a*-  other  city  employes  are. 

The  order  was  rejected— yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas—  Aldermen  Bigelow-,  Burrage,  Pope,  Quin- 
cy,  Stebbins,  Worthington — 0. 

Nays — Aid  icneo  Clark,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power, 
Prescott,  Viles— 6. 

Laier  in  lAe  sessions  Aid  ratan  Worthington 
moved  a  reconsideiaciou  of  the  iast-n?.uied  vote, 
sayiog- 

I  desire  tbe  lecousideration  to  be  made  before 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  leaves,  as  be  is  com- 
pelled to  go  away  at  six  o'clock.  If  it  pievails,  I 
will  move  io  amend  by  making  the  amount  $1600. 
I  voted  for  $1700  beca  :se  I  believe  the  labor  they 
pel  form  is  abundantly  worth  $1700.  The  Deputy 
Collector  in  my  o  w ..  district  had  to  leave  6800 
bills  and  between  5000  and  6000  summonses,  a 
record  of  all  which  has  to  be  kept.  In  addition  to 
that  he  gives  a  bond  of  $5000  as  Collector  aaa 
$3000  as  Constable.  He  collects  a  large  amount  of 
taxes  by  calling  upon  men,  a.id  he  gives  a  bor.d 
for  tLe  faithful  return  of  that  money.  Wheu 
bunds  are  required,  a  suitable  salary  should  be 
paio.  If  the  Board  will  recousider  the  vote,  I  will 
move  aud  vote  for  $1600,  which  I  think  low 
enough. 

Alderman  Po^er — I  am  soiry  u_v  time  is  so 
taktn  up  that  I  am  obliged  to  1-ave;  but  1  hope 
the  Aldermen  will  not  reconsider  that  vote  until 
gentlemen  have  ha  J  time  to  look  ioto  the  matter. 
I  have  no  i  itention  of  depriving  gentlemen  of  a 
just  lev;  rd  for  their  Services,  as  tbe  matter 
stands  uow  gentlemen  *•  ill  have  time  to  look  into 
it  befoie  the  next  meeting  and  see  what 
sott  of  persons  fill  these  positions,  and  then 
I  think  they  will  be  satisfied  that  $1500 
is  a  fair  salary.  We  ar^  now  establishing 
a  new  depa.tinenc,  and  it  is  very  difficult 
to  alter  salaries  after  they  have  oi-.ce  been  fixed, 
and  we  should  be  sati:  tied  of  the  fairness  of  the 
salary.  Io  eveiy  department  we  are  making  an 
effort  to  economize,  aud  this  salary  matter  be- 
comes one  that  you  should  look  into.  I  am  sure 
you  will  a'l  finu  it  youi  duty  to  retrench  iu  the 
master  of  salaiies  pad  bytbecty.  You  will  find 
that  you  are  paying  a  great  oeal  mtwe  than  any 
corporation  in  this  city  pays.  While  I  am  willing 
to  pay  a  large  salary  for  long  and  faithful  service, 
it  is  time  now  for  us  to  see  what  other  corpora- 
tions are  payng.  I  hops  the  reconsidera- 
tion will  uot  prevail,  and  that  this  matter  will 
remain    just   as   it   is   until    the   next   meeting. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  hope  the  Board  will 
reconsider.  I  have  no  objection,  since)  the  Alder- 
man must  leave  so  soon,  to  laving  it  over  till  the 
next  meeting;  but  I  am  confident  that  when  mem- 
bers come  to  look  into  it,  they  will  fino  that  the 
character  of  the  men  employed  and  the  responsi- 
bility imposed  ou  tbem  vviil  demand  a  fair  salary. 
I  will  not  yield  to  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12, 
or  auy  other  gentleman  at  this  Board,  iu  regard  to 
economy  in  tne  city  expenses;  but  you  must  not 
economize  so  as  to  kill  the  object  you  wish  to  ac- 
complish. You  can  get  a  poorer  set  of  meu  for  a 
lest  salary — mei  who  caunot  do  half  as  much  work 
or  do  it  hall  so  well.  The  Alderman  knows  very 
well  that  io  his  own  business  the  man  to 
whom  he  pays  a  high  salary  accomplishes 
more  than  tne  one  to  whom  be  pays  only 
half  as  inach.  We  know  that  toe  factories  who 
give  the  highest  salaries  to  superintendents  p*y 
the  largest  dividends  to  the  stockholders.  For  a 
pHce  liue  this  we  wan'  good,  responsible  men, 
and  we  should  pay  them  a  reasonable  piice  for 
their  labor.  If  tne  reconsideration  prevails,  I  will 
move  that  the  order  lie  over  for  orte  week. 

Alderman    Power— During  the   pendency  of   a 
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subject  so  important  as  this  I  would  not  leave, 
except  that  I  am  called  away  by  other  busiuess  of 
the  city.  I  hope  the  matter  will  remain  just  as 
it  is. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

A  communication  from  Directors  for  Puolic  In- 
stitutions suggesting  sale  of  the  steamer  Henry 
Morrison  came  down,  referred  to  the  Comrmttee 
on  Public  Institutio  s.    Concurred. 

Report  recommending  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  James  McBarrou  for  remission  of 
taxes,  No.  2  Orchard  street.    Accepted. 

Report  nominating.  Thomas  Garfield  as  Trustee 
of  the  Public  Library  m  place  of  D.  S.  Curtis  re- 
signed. Cne  report  was  accepted  and  an  election 
ordered.  Aldermen  Qumcv  and  Prescott  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
They  reported  that  Thomas  ttaffielo.  had  received 
12  votes;  he  was  declared  unanimously  elected. 
Certificate  sent  down. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  J.  A.  Kelly  ($10.00),  for  ser- 
vices in  Ferry  Department.    Passed. 

Order  tor  Coaimittee  on  Printing  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  reprinting  and  stereotyping  the 
index  to  City  Documents.    Passed. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
consider  the  expadi  ncy  of  placing  a  fence  around 
the  Pearl-strefct  Schoolliouse  lot  iu  Ward  19. 
Passed. 

Order  for  City  Engineer  to  report  the  cost  of 
filling  to  grade  Orchard  park.    Passed. 

The  report  and  orderfor  the  purchase  of  certain 
lots  of  land  on  Fourth  street,  near  O  street,  as  a 
scboolhouse  site,  at  not  exceeding  seventy-five 
cents  a  foot,  came  up,  to  be  recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction.    Concurred. 

An  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  authority  to  establish  instruction  in  sew- 
ing at  the  public  schools;  aud  a  request  from  the 
School  Committee,  that  industrial  schools  be  au- 
thorized in  connection  wlch  the  schools  for  girls, 
under  chapter  86  of  the  aces  of  1872,  came  up,  ro 
be  referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Concutred. 

Order  tor  a  transfer  from  the  Reset  vsd  Fund  to 
the  "Park  Department,"  of  $6900,  to  defray  ex- 
penses during  present  financial  year,  for  clerical 
service?,  advertising,  etc.  Passed— yeas  12, 
nays  10. 

EMPLOYMENT    OF  CRIMINALS. 

A  report  and  order  came  up  for  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  next  Legislature  ior  such  a  change  in 
the  statutes  as  will  subject  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  to  the  City  Council  in  the 
matter  of  the  employment  of  prisoners  under 
charge   of   said  board.    (City  Doc.  No.  71.) 

Alderman  Barrage— It  wl"  be  remembered  that 
the  report  of  the  joint  special  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  subject  of  convictlabor 
in  the  city  institutions,  recommending  the  passage 
of  the  order  now  before  us,  was  made  in  May  last. 
Since,  circumstances  that  occurred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Inspection  of  Prisons  and  Houses  of  Deten- 
tion, while  in  the  discharge  of  tkrir  duty,  led  to  a 
fuither  examination  of  the  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances relating  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  and 
from  mfoimation  thus  obtained  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  otdei  should  be  somewhat  modified. 
The  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  appended  to  the 
report  before  us  was  founded  on  section  11,  chap- 
ter 178  of  the  General  Statutes,  whish  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"The  Commissioners  in  the  several  counties  ex- 
cept Suffolk,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Pub; 
lie  Institutions  in  Boston,  shall  cau=e  to  be  provid- 
ed, at  the  expense  of  said  counties  and  city 
respectively,  suitable  materials  and  implements 
sufficient  to  keep  at  work  all  the  persons  com- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Correction,  and  may  from 
time  to  time  establish  needful  rules  for  em- 
ploying, reforming,  governing  md  punching  the 
persons  so  committed ;  for  procuring  aud  preserv- 
ing such  materials  anu  implements,  and  for  keep- 
ing and  settling  all  account;;  of  the  cost  aud  ex- 
pensesof  procuring  the  same, and  of  all  labor  per- 
formed by  each  of  the  persons  so  comuiitred." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  in  Suffolk  have  all  the  powers 
in  tb is  matter  possessed  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners in  other  counties;  that  thev  may,  yes, 
must,  employ  the  couvicts  in  such  m  inner  as  they 
may  see  fit,  and  put  chase  such  mateiials  aud  im- 


plements ior  that  purpose  as  they  may  deem  best; 
and  the  City  Council  is  compctled  to  furnish  me 
money  required,  whether  ihey  approve  or  con- 
demn tb  e  action  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  rhus 
the  nowers siven  to  County  Oommissio  oers,  elected 
by  the  people,  in  other  counties,  are  in  Stiff  oik  con- 
ferred u  pi  m  abody  of  men  chosen  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, tnree-quarters  cf  their  number  being  chosen 
to  serve  tfwee  years  and  removable  for  cause  only. 
This  is  plainly  contrary  to  one  of  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  our  government,  viz.,  that  the 
people  who  furnish  the  money  for  carrying  on  the 

fovernmeof.  snaU  decide  by  their  representatives 
ow  it  shall  be  expeoced;  that  all  vho  coottol  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  shall  be  directly 
responsible  to  the  people.  There  is  another  de- 
fect in  the  statutes  which  appears  to  have  gi  owa 
out  of  the  somewhat  anomalous  cbaracter  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  they 
being  invested  with  the  power*  both  of  overseers 
and  (to  a  large  extent)  of  the  County  Commission- 
ers of  other  counties.  It  is  that  the  iJoard  of  Di- 
rectors cannot  be  compelled  to  exhibit  their  books 
and  accounts  or  to  answer  interrogatories  put  to 
them  by  the  Boaru.  of  Aldermen.  In  sections  52, 
53  and  54  of  chaoterl78of  t»e  General  Statutes  the 
master  or  keeper  of  toe  House  of  Correction  or 
jail  is  required  to  Account  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men or  the  Board  of  accounts;  and  in  sec- 
tion 66,  saine  chapter,  it  is  provided  that 
"When  the  inspectors  (of  prions)  or  any  of  them 
visit  anv  of  said  prisons,  either  for  the  purpose  of 
inspection  or  any  other  cau*e,  the  sheriff,  mas- 
ter, keeper  or  other  officer  having  charge  th-reof, 
shall  admit  them  when  requiied  into  every  apart- 
ment of  such  prison,  exhiDit  all  books,  prtcepts, 
documents,  accouuts  ana  papes  relating  to  the 
concerns  of  the  prison  or  to  the  deienticn  or  con- 
finement of  auy  person  therein,  which  may  be  re- 
quired, and  afford  to  them  such  aid  as  m*y  be 
requested  in  the  performance  of  auy  part  of  their 
duties.  The  inspectors  or  their  committee  may 
examine  oo  oath  to  be  administered  by  on?  of 
them,  either  by  interrogatories  in  writing  to  be  an- 
swered in  writing  -nd  subscribed,  or  otheiwise,  as 
they  may  direct,  any  officer,  keeper  or  other  per- 
son, in  relation  to  the  concerns  or  management  of 
any  prison.  They  inav  also  apart  and  without  the 
presence  of  any  office",  or  keeper,  converge  with 
any  ot  the  prisoners." 

In  counties  other  than  Suffolk,  where  the  mas- 
ter oi  keeper  keeps  ths  aceou:ts  and  has  posses- 
sion of  the  books,  the  law  is  adequate,  but  it  is  in- 
operative in  Suffolk  because  the  party  required  to 
exhibit  the  boobs  and  accounts,  the  master  or 
keeper,  cannot  do  so  because  ne  does  not  have 
them  in  his  possession,  while  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors tor  Public  Institutions,  who  keep  the  accounts 
and  have  the  custody  of  the  books,  ate  not  re- 
quire;! by  statute  to  exhibit  them  ot  to  answer  in- 
terrogatories preseuted  bv  the  Inspectors  of 
Prisons  or  the  Board  of  aldermen.  It  would  seem 
to  be  too  obvious  for  argument  that  the  City 
Council  should  have  the  right  anci  the  power  to 
inquire  into  the  management  of  a  iy  and  all  the 
iusfceuttens  established  a;:.. .  imported  fey  the  c  kv 
and  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  should  have  the 
same  control  iu  the  expenditure  of  tne  city's 
monev  in  ihecouoty  institutions  as  is  ve^te  !  i  a  the 
commissioners  of  ot'.iei  counties.  Mi.  Cbnirman, 
the  statutes  relating  to  the  Directors  tor  Public 
Institutions  are  indefinite,  contradictory  and  oon- 
f using,  l  therefore  move  to  amend  the' ordei  by 
substituting  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  io  consider  surl  report  whether  any, 
and  it  any  what,  eh  mges  should  be  made  in  the 
statutes  and  ordinances  relating  to  the  direction 
aud  supervision  of  the  nouses  of  Correctio  i,  In- 
dustry and  Reformation,  and  the  Lunati?  Hospi- 
tal in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  iu  order  to  define 
more  clearly  the  powers  ami  duties  ot  the  City 
Council,  the  Board  of  Ald-rmen  and  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions. 

I  will  give  notice  tha;  if  the  substitute  is  ad  >pt- 
ed,  I  shall  also  offer  the  following  additional  or- 
der and  move  it  ?  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Ordered,  Thar  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  legislature  at  its  next  session 
to  amend  section  11,  chapter  its  of  the  General 
Statutes,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "Boston.'' 
in  the  second  line,  the  following:  "subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen'' ;  and  also  to 
enact  that  "the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
of  Boston  shall.  Whenever  required  by  the  City 
Council,  exhibit  all  books,  precepts;  documents, 
accouuts   and  papers  relating   to  the  coucerns  of 
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the  institutions  under  then  charge  or  to  the  deten- 
tion, coofineuu  ut  or  euplovment  of  sny  person 
therein  ;  and  furnish  any  iiuoruiation  in  their  pos- 
session respecting  toe  same  (.bat  may  be  required." 

Alderman  O'Buen— I  shall  vote  (or  the  substi- 
tute Older,  but  as  one  of  the  special  oonamitwe 
appointed  some  months  ago  to  examine  into  aad 
report  upon  th  .  employment  of  the  iumates  in 
oir  public  institutions,  I  would  say  that  I  did  not 
at  the  time  and  do  uot  now  consider  it  an  act  of 
discourtesy  o  i  the  part  of  the  Director  -  of  Public 
Institutions  nottcans  ver  questions  which  we  had 
no  right  to  ask  them,  They  declin  1  to  answer  'he 
questions  from  a  business  standpoiat,  because  the 
information  would  interfeie  with  worU  they  wore 
doing,  and  would  al°o  interfere  with  other  con- 
tracts ot  iho  same  kino.  No  no<tnnfaoturei  or 
business  man  would  like  to  explain  to  competitors 
all  ttn>  oetails  of  his  bus:  ess,  because  they  could 
take  advantage  ot  the  brain  wort'  he  puts  into  it. 
In  voting  tor  this  order,  :  mean  no  reflection  on 
the  Directors  of  public  Institutions.  After  a  vary 
full  and  thorough  examination  of  these  institu- 
tions, I  am  satisfied  that  no  institutions  could  oe 
conducted  bettei  or  with  mere  economy.  The  dis- 
cipline is  strict,  Ira  not  s.vere,  and  taken  as  a 
whole  the  management  is  excellent.  Mo  public 
institutions  in  the  country  will  compare  with 
them,  it  may  not  be  know  a  to  ihe  Board 
that  while  other  departments  of  the  City 
Government  have  beeu  rapidly  increas- 
ing expenditures,  tne  public  institutions 
stand  the  highest  on  the  list,  so  far  as  economy 
is  concerned.  While  the  expenses  of  tne  Fire 
Department  have  increased  594  per  cent,  during 
the  past  twentv  years,  the  Health  Department 
423  p«r  cent.,  the  expenditures  of  the  Direcrois 
of  Public  Institutions  have  increased  only  264 
percent.  If  we  look  over  the  list  of  the  names 
of  gentlemen  who  have  served  on  this  hoard,  this 
fact  is  noi  to  be  wondered  at.  During  these 
years  there  have  bee.  well-known  citizens  on 
that  board,  whose  service--  were  of  the  greatest 
value  to  the  city.  Mr.  Bradlce,  the  present  chair- 
man of  the  board,  b. is  been  a  faithful  servo  >to( 
tt  e  city  for  many  years.  He  has  doj  e  moie  work 
for  ihe  city  than  any  number  of  paid  cooimis- 
sioners  now  in  City  Hill.  Money  could  not  buy 
the  services  of  such  a  man.  While  voting,  there* 
foie,  lot  this  order,  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  ou  the 
management  ot  tne  board  in  years  past,  but  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  economy  of  ail  the 
institutions  under  their  control. 

Alderman  Burr  ge — I  did  n't  propose  to  allude 
to  personal  mattes  at  all  in  this  connection.  I 
indorse  all  th- Alderman  says  as  to  the  informer 
in  which  the  public  institutions  are  conducted. 
The  president  ano  member  o£  that  beard  are 
men  of  high  character,  ihe  gentleman  will  rec- 
ollect that  the  president  and  the  Committee  on 
Contracts  did  not  decline  to  answer  questions  be- 
fore the  special  committee  in  the  way  that  he 
infeis;  but  they  d°oieu  the  jurisdiction  ot  the 
City  Couucil,  ai.d  of  course  nothing  further  was 
to  be  done.  It  is  merely  a  matter  of  fact  whether 
the  statutes  and  ordinances  governing  the  leia- 
tioiis  between  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
and  the  Citv  Council  are  what  they  should  be, 
and  whether  they  do  not  need  ameudm  nt.  It 
cert  nnlv  seems  to  be  veiy  improper,  to  say 
the  least,  to  have  an  institution  of  that 
kind,  which  should  be  accountable  to  so  ue 
one,  refuse  to  give  information  regarding  its 
affairs;  and  still  worse,  if  ihere  is  no  power  iu 
the  City  Couucil  to  compel  that  informa- 
tio  j,  because  it  is  impoi  taut  to  the  people  that  the 
facts  should  be  known.  The  Board  ot  A'oennen 
are  the  only  pever  which  can  have  any  control 
over  the  Ho  ird  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, unless  it  is  the  Legislature;  and  it  wt  can- 
not investigate  such  matters,  why  no  one  can,  un- 
less it  is  a  committee  of  the  State  Legislature.,  It 
does  n't  r  ecessaiily  follow  that  there  is  anything 
wrong ;  but  we  must  have  things  reduced  to  a  sys- 
tem, so  that  the  interest  of  the  future  will  be 
guarded.  We  may  not  always  hav=i  the  high  class 
of  men  In  those  institutions  that  we  have  now, 
and  it  is  proper  that  the  bo<.rd  should  be  subject 
to  proper  rules  and  supervision. 

Alderman  Power- As  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  it  may  be  proper 
for  me  to  say  a  word.  Of  course  the  present 
board  have  nothing  to  do  wirh  making  the  law  or 
the  ordinance  as  it  exists ;  >ml  to  doubt  most  of 
them  were  about  as  much  surprised  as  the  Coni- 
mitte-  on  Prisons  were  to  fled  that  it  did  exist. 
The  Board  of  Directors  tbink  it  is  proper  that  this 
body,  which  appropriates  the  money  to  run  ail 
those  institutions,  should  have  the  right  to  koow 


whit  is  doie  with  it,  and  to  ask  all  the  questions 
they  see  fit.  But  I  ieel  certain  that  whx  o  the  Com- 
mittee on  Prisons,  oi  any  of aer  committee,  look 
■into  the  matter,  they  wdl  ieel,  as  do  flic  Directors, 
that  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston 
to  make  public  everything  in  relation  to  taeir 
doings  in  the  making  of  contracts  with 
private  individuals.  1  think  it  would  hardly  be 
fair  to  a  cou tractor  to  make  public  what  ne  pays 
for  getmg  goods  made.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  ordei  offered  as  a  substitute,  but  I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  other  or  iei  be  laid  o.'  the  table  till 
this  one  is  acted  upon. 

Tne  substitute  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed  in  coneuirence  as  amended. 

The  -ccond  order  offered  bv  Alderman  Bun-age 
was  then  r-feiied,  on  his  motion,  to  the  Joint 
Committe    on  Ordinances. 

Severally  seni  down 

IHE  PUBLIC-SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 

An  order  came  up  for  the  erection  of  a  biick 
schoolhouse,  with  eight  rooms  and  a  hall,  on  the 
citv  lot  ou  Ashland  street,  West  Koxbury,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $50,000. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Un  the  print  il  list  now  be- 
fore us,  the  Alder ji  n  will  see  that  the  most 
important  business  ,.  e  have  to  transact  relates  to 
oui  public  schools.  We  are  called  upon  to  estab- 
lish a  piimary  and  grammar  school  at  West  Rox- 
bury,  at  an  expense  of  $50,000:  to  purchas-  certain 
lots  of  land  at  Sotitli  Boston  for  a  schoolhouse; 
and  also  called  upo  to  pass  an  order  to  establish 
tndustital  schools.  These  and  other  matters  in 
relation  to  schools  might  very  apniopriately  be 
passed  over  to  the  new  Bo:  id  of  Education," and 
this  would  be  cjusi- 1  nt  with  ihe  vote  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  when  a  petition  from  30,000 
inhabitants,  or  tbeir  representatives,  at  East  Bos- 
ton to  establish  a  high  school  there,  at  a  very  small 
expense,  was  rejected.  I  intend  to  vote  for  all 
these  orders,  because  I  do  not  believe  m  placing 
a  responsibility  on  other  shoulders  that  belongs  to 
us.  The  new  SchrolBoasu  will,  jo  doubt,  be  a 
very  respectable  bodv  of  men,  bui  aftar  th^y  are 
elected  and  measure  thems -Ives  they  will  find 
that  they  ore  human,  just  as  every  School  Com- 
mittee has  been  befoie  them.  For  this  reason  I 
believe  we  ought  to  tike  the  responsibility  on  all 
such  matters,  >  hen  they  come  befoie  us,  and  we 
also  should  have  iriven  to  East  rtoston  the 
high  school  asked  for  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Boaid,  instead  of  putting  it  off  until 
the  Board  of  Education  are  organized. 
The  Aldermen  t.ornWard  9  aud  from  Ward  12 
have  lluded  to  tt>e  alarming  increase  of  the  ex- 
pendituies  for  our  public  schools,  and  the  figuies 
given  by  the  Alderman  tvotn  Ward  9  cto.  I  think, 
injustice  to  the  management  of  the  School  Com- 
mitter, wiihou1 . 1  have  nojdoubt.  any  inter  tion  on 
his  part.  He  stated,  in  bis  remarks  at;  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  that  the  school  expenses 
have  increased  from  $389,879  m  1854-5  to  $2,081,043 
iu  1874-5;  aud  these  expenditures  are  extraordi- 
nary when  they  stand  alon»,  but  are  not  so  alarm- 
ing when  compared  wiih  the  increased  expendi- 
tures of  other  departments  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment,    this  is  the  ouly  true  test. 

the  expenditures  of  the  city  now  aod  twenty 
ye  is  ago,  for  all  purposes,  and  a  comoarison  of 
the  school  expenditures,  compare  as  follows : 

Total  City  For 

Expenditures.         •  Schools. 

In  1855-6 $2,381,212  8442,670 

1873-4 20,5130,132  1,865,720 

1874-5 20,502,649  2,081,043 

Showing  that  wheie  vre  expended  one  dollar  for 
city  expanses  10  1855-6  ws  have  expended  the  past 
two  years  about  nine  doUars;  and  where  we  ex- 
pended ore  dollar  for  school  purpose8  in  1855-6  we 
have  expended  the  past  two  years  only  about  four 
doUars  aod  a  half.  The  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
city  have,  therefore,  increased  far  rnoie  tapidly 
than  the  school  expenses.  If  there  have  been 
reckless  expenditures  the  responsibility  rests  to  a 
far  greater  extent  on  the  City  Council  than  on  the 
School  Committee.  If  the  debt  of  the  city  has  in- 
creased from  ^7,151,149  in  1855  to  $43,414,829  in 
1875,  but  a  small  portion  of  the  responsibility  can 
be  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee. Since  1855  the  expenditures  of  the  different 
departments  have  incieased  as  follows : 

Fire  Department 594  per  cent. 

Health  Department 423    "       " 

Police  Department 265    "       " 

Public  Buildings 689    "       " 

Public  Institutions 264    "       " 

Public  Schools 387    "       " 

Streets 322    "       " 

Principal  City  Salaries 125    "       " 

Principal  School  Salaries 74    "       " 
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Included  in  the  school  expendituies  were  $3,771,- 
721  for  schoolhouses  and  lots,  and  the  average 
yearly  expense  tor  this  purpose  was  $209,540.  Sixty- 
two  schoolhouses  have  been  erected  duringthis  pe- 
riod, to  say  nothing  of  what  we  acquired  by  an- 
nexation. The  city  is  now  in  possession  of  about 
2,700,000 feet  of  valuable  laud,  devoted  to  school 
purposes,  or  nearly  sixty  acres,  worth,  at  a  low 
valuation.  $9,000,000,  including  fchooihouses  and 
lands.  Wii  o  ihis  record,  I  do  uot  believe  that  our 
School  Com  nittee  has  been  a  failuie,  while  at  the 
same  time  I  am  not  ready  to  indorse  311  their 
acts.  The  comparison  of  the  expenditure;  of  the 
School  Committee  with  other  departments  of  the 
City  Goveroment  inoicates  ao  economical  admin- 
istvaiion  on  their  part.  1  shall  vote  for  the  dif- 
ferent oideis  alluded  to,  because  T  b-lieve  the 
same  necessity  exists  for  them  that  existed  for  the 
establishment  of  the  East  Boston  Liigh  school.  I 
have  voted  for  all  che«e  matters  in  relation  to  our 
schools  because  I  believe  thev  are  necessitous,  and 
that  is  the  reason  why  I  believe  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen ought  to  have  sustained  the  East  Boston 
High  School  at  our  last  session. 

Aldeiman  Prescott— I  suppo?e  tdatif  this  body 
was  be^d  to  the  strict  parliamentary  rulss,  the 
gentleman  would  have  been  called  to  order  for 
not  speaking  upon  the  question  before  the  Board. 
The  question  before  the  Board  at  this  time  is 
whether  we  shall  erect  a  building  in  West  Rox- 
bury tonhe  use  of  toe  grammar  and  primary 
scholars  in  that  section  ot  the  city. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  they  ask  for  $50,000;  and  when  they  ask 
for  so  large  au  appjopriation  I  thought  it  would 
be  well  to  iai<e  some  questions  in  relation  to  their 
expendituies. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  committee  went  over 
the  matter  pietty  thoroughly  when  the  appropria- 
tion bill  passed,  and  we  appropriated  $50,000  for  a 
schoollronse  building  in  West  Roxbury.  I  do  uot 
propose  to  answer  the  statements  tbe  gentl-  man 
has  made  ;n  regard  to  the  school  expendituies,  or 
to  reopen  the  argument  in  regard  to  the  East  Bos- 
ton higl-  school.  If  that  matter  was  properly  be- 
fore the  Board  I  might  have  ao  opporttiritv  to 
present  some  other  facts  fullv  as  strong,  if  not 
stronger,  tban  I  had  the  honor  to  present  a  week 
ago.  I  might  show  that  thev  ask  us  to  locate  two 
schoolrooms  in  the  same  building  with  a  criminal 
couit,  while  at  the  same  time  South  Bostou  has 
been  pressing  the  Committer  ou  Public  Instruc- 
tion to  take  two  classes  of  scholars  out  of  the 
building  occupied  by  the  Crimiual  Court,  as  they 
say  it  is  an  eutirely  unfit  place  to  put  the  chil- 
dren of  any  classes.  I  might  show  that  the  prin- 
cipals of  the  schools,  have  no  more  responsi- 
bility upon  their  shoulders  than  former  principals 
did  who  received  only  half  the  salary;  but  that  is 
no  argument  why  the  heads  of  departments  should 
not  have  their  salaiies  increased  when  the  area  of 
the  city  has  been  enlarged  from  eight  to  thirty- 
five  square  miles ;  and  I  might  show  the  justice  of 
increasing  the  salaries  of  heads  of  departments, 
as  additional  responsibility  is  put  upon  there.  In 
regard  to  this  matter  of  expenditure  for  public 
schools  compared  with  that  of  othei  departments, 
I  had  tne  honor  of  being  a  member  ot  a  commit- 
tee of  the  School  Board  that  drew  up  the  report 
last  year,  and  1  had  the  honor  of  beiug  a  minority  of 
one  in  dissenting  from  this  matcerof  salaries.  As  the 
gentleman  has  said  nothing  against  the  order  now 
Before  the  Board,  I  don't  know  that  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  argue  in  favor  of  it.  Au  application 
was  marie  for  increased  accommodatious  in  the 
West  Roxbury  District  last  year,  and  the  com- 
mittee would  have  reported  in  favor  of  it  then 
had  it  come  a  little  earlier;  but  it  did  not  come 
till  after  the  appropriation  bill  was  made  up,  and 
it  seems  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the 
city  to  make  no  more  loans  for  school- 
houses.  The  matter  was  brought  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  early  in  the 
present  year,  and  they  reported  in  favor  of  a  suf- 
ficient sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  lot 
and  the  erectiou  of  a  building.  Unless  some  op- 
position is  made  to  the  erectiou  of  that  building  I 
will  not  argue  in  favor  of  it  now. 

Alderman  Barrage — What  will  probably  be  the 
cost  of  this  building?  Fifty  thousand  dollars 
seems  to  be  a  large  sum  for  a  schoolhouse. 

Alderman  Prescott— From  the  contracts  already 
made  by  the  Committee  ou  Public  Buildings  this 
year  for  the  erection  of  school  houses,  I  should 
think  the  cost  will  not  exceed  $30,000.  It  was  put  at 
$50,000,  because  that  sum  was  asked  for  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year;  but  since  then  the  prices  of 
labor  and   materials  have   been  so  much  dimin- 


ished that  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  erect  the 
building  and  furnish  it  for  at  least  chree-fiftns  of 
the  amount  of  the  appropriation. 

Alderman  Power — As  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
14  has  alluded  to  the  position  of  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  on  the  subject  ot  public-school  ex- 
penditures, I  do  r  ot  wish  to  be  understood,  in  my 
criticism,  of  the  School  Boaru,  as  being  opposed  to 
our  system  of  public  schools  substantially  as  it 
exists.  I  don't  wish  to  be  understood  as  opposing 
the  whole  system.  It  has  been  intimated  by 
some  members  of  the  School  Board  that  it 
is  all  very  wel'  for  ms  to  talk  about  econ- 
omy in  tbe  School  Board,  but  that  I  and  others  who, 
like  me,  believe  in  some  matters,  want  to  break  up 
the  school  system  m  this  country.  Iwisu  now 
to  disclaim  .any  such  opinion  or  intention,  and  to 
state  that  I  have  no  svmpathy  with  those  who 
are  scattering  abour  the  fire  biv-nds  of  sectional 
feeling.  If  tne  tiuth  was  known,  those  persons 
who  are  scattering  these  fire  orands  are  not  citi- 
. zens  of  this  country,  and  therefore  have  nc  sym- 
pathy with  our  institutions.  I  believe  that  'our 
public-school  system  is  the  bulwark  of  this  couu- 
try,  and  that  those  firebrands  who  wish  to 
take  the  puolic  money  for  ;>ectarian  schools  do  not 
truly  represent  the  people  they  claim  to  speak 
for.  I  have  no  sympathy  "with  such  efforts,  fori 
believe  substantially  in  our  public-school  system, 
and  will  do,  as  I  have  beieiofore,  all  that  I  can  to 
foster  and  maintain  them.  All  I  have  had  to  say 
has  been  against  the  extravagance  in  running 
tbe  public  schools;  for  when  a  father  sees  Ms 
children  of  four  or  five  years  ola  bnng- 
iug  home  drawing  book*,auo  asking  about  angles 
and  triangles,  he  begins  to  think  theie  is  some- 
thing wrosg.  I  tliiukfit  we  had  a  little  more  iead- 
in.,  writing  and  arithmetic  taught,  more  of  the 
substantial  and  useful  branches,  in  our  public 
schools,  they  would  be  better.  Foi  those  reasons 
I  am  glad  we  are  to  have  a  new  management. 
This  principle  of  an  East  Boston  High  School  may 
be  all  right.  If  a  majority  of  the  people  say  they 
need  it,  of  course  tney  should  have  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  always  believed 
that  the  expenditure  of  public  money  for  school- 
houses  and  the  maintenance  of  public  schools  is 
tbe  wisest  that  could  be  made;  ana  I  only  rise 
now  to  throw  out  the  suggestion  that  it  does  not 
seem  to  display  great  wisdom  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  to  begin  to  erect  a  schoolhouse  when 
winter  is  coming  ou.  Certainly  it  cannot  be  done 
so  well  in  winter  as  in  summer:  and  why  this 
matter  has  been  delayed  till  tne  fall  of  the  year  I 
don't  kuow.  I  shall  vote  for  the  order,  but  I  doubt 
the  wisdom  of  erectiug  such  a  building  in  the 
winter. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  delay  has  been  occa- 
sioned entirely  by  the  inability  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instructiou  to  secure  at  au  earlier  day 
such  a  lot  of  laud  as  tuey  desired.  The  land  fust 
brought  to  their  aitentiou  was  fully  considered, 
aud  they  fiually  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
an  uufit'location.  But  thes  have  finally  been  able 
to  secure  a  proper  lot .  and  ihe  order  to  purchase 
the  land  was  pu,  ia  a  few  weeks  ago,  though  I 
think  the  purchase  has  not  beeu  completer.  I 
believe  that  the  contract  can  be  awarded  at 
the  present  tim^  at  a  much  lower  figuie  tnau  in 
the  spring,  aud  possibly  the  foundations  can  be 
put  iu  this  fall  aud  the  work  of  building  com- 
menced early  next  season. 

The  order  was  passed  iu  concurrence. 

REPORTS,   ETC.,   FROM  CITV"  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Requests  for  additional 
chemical  apparatus  in  Brighton  High  School :  for 
school  for  special  instruction  m  D wight  district; 
for  additional  primary  accommodations  in  An- 
drew School  district:  for  addition  l  primary  ac- 
commodations in  Everett  School  district,  Dor- 
chester. Severally  referred  to  Joint  Coininirt-e 
on  Public  Instruction.    Scut  up. 

Inspector  of  Lighters.  Report  for  quarter  en  d- 
iug  Sept.  30:  Vessels  inspected.  896;  cargoes  of 
same,  21,978  tons ;  fees  for  Same,  $1159.10;  divided 
by  inspectors.  $1122,48.    Sent  down. 

'Chief  of  Police.  Quarterly  report  for  Sept.  30: 
Arrests.  8502— males  0700,  females  1802:  lodgers, 
6473— males  5230,  females  1237;  property  reported 
stolen,  $12,141 ;  do.  recoveied.  $21,187.96;  collected 
for  dog  licenses,  $3946.    Placed  on  tile. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  ou  Finance,  to  whom  was   re- 
ferred the  order  of  the   City  Council  for  an   addi- 
tional appropriation  for  the  election  of  a  fence 
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and  curt)  on  the  westerly  line  of  Treinont  street, 
would  respectfully  report  that  the  City  Engineer 
represents  to  the  committee  that  in  addition  to 
the  contract  price  for  the  fence  and  euro  of 
$10,974,  there  will  bo  needed  $1500  for  (Trading, 
soil,  sodding,  etc.,  and  tor  superintendence, 
preparing  plans,  and  contingencies,  $700, 
making  a  total  of  $13,200.  The  balance  of  the 
special  appropriation,  Oct.  1, 1875,  for  this  object, 
was  $9853.12;  therefore,  there  will  be  required  an 
additional  sum  of  $3340.88,  and  the  accompanying 
order  is  submitted  to  m.etthis  want  and  pay  some 
advertising  bill-  outstanding: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  or  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $3400,  to  be  added  to  the 
appropriation  for  Trcmont-street  Mall  Cuib. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  will  be  remembered 
that  early  in  the  session  wo  had  a  petition  for  the 
widening  of  TiMiiont  street,  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  If 
we  are  to  widen  Tremont  street,  we  are  not  pre- 
paied  to  go  into  thi"  expenditure,  which  I  am  con- 
fident will  be  a  loss  to  the  city  in  less  than  te:  years. 
I  have  been  surprised  at  the  large  numbe  r  of  gentle- 
men who  demand  the  widening  of  Tremont  street. 
I  don't  know  how  many  have  come  to  me  and 
spoken  in  favor  of  widening  both  Tremont  and 
Boylston  streets.  I  am  confident  that  the  expend- 
iture for  tliis  fence  will  be  lost  in  a  few  years,  and 
I  move  that  the  order  be  referred  to  the  joint 
Committee  oi  Streets. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  City  Council  have  au- 
thorized the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
to  contract  with  the  Cape  Ann  Granite  Company 
for  the  erection  of  this  fence,  and  I  presume,  if 
they  have  done  their  duty,  the  contract  has  been 
made  and  signsd.  The  City  Council  directed 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  this  very 
order,  and  it  seems  hardly  competent  for  us  to 
refer  it  to  any  other  committee.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  contract  hai  beeu  signed  before  this. 

Alderman  Bur  rage—  It  ought  to  be. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  committee  were  direct- 
ed to  make  a  contract  forthwith,  and  it  will  be 
binding  upon  the  city  whether  we  refer  this  order 
to  the  Street  Committee  or  the  Board  of  Health. 

Aldermin  Worthington— I  ain  still  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  ought  to  be  referred.  I  believe  that  the 
more  you  look  into  the  matter  the  more  you  will 
find  that  the  people  of  Boston  are  in  favor  of 
widening  those  streets.  This  is  an  appropiiation 
of  money  that  will  be  lost  to  the  city  within  the 
next  five  years. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  went 
over. 

Subs«quently,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy, 
the  order  took  its  second  reading  and  was  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Prescott  —  Has  this  contract  beeu 
made  and  signed? 

The  Chairman — The  contract  has  been  made 
and  sigr,ed,  but  it  has  not  passed  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Cleik  of  Committees,  and  can  be  with- 
drawn at  any  time  this  Board  so  desires. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas  9,  nays  2.  Alder- 
men Prescott  and  Worthington  voting  nay.  Sent 
down. 

UNPAID  TAXES. 

Alderman  Bisrelpw  "ubnitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department 
submit  herewith  a  list  of  the  unpaid  taxes  in 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  years  1869-1874 inclusive. 
It  appears  that  the  unpaid  taxes  on  polls  amount 
to  $382,348;  on  personal  property,  $319,708.05;  ou 
real  estate  $423,809.92,— total  $1,125,865.97.  The 
following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the  several 
warrants,  the  amount  uncollected  in  each  year 
and  the  percentage  uncollected: 

Total  Amount  Percentage 

Year.  Warrant.  uncollected.       uncollected. 

1869  87,632,006.41     $106,733.81      .01  39-100 

1870  9,052,841.21  102,727.56  .01  13-100 

1871  7,947,674.20  94,288.09  .01  19-100 

1872  8,125,449.23  112,533.17  .0]  38-100 

1873  9,022,187.17  170,140.82  .0188-100 

1874  12.631,488.70     539,442.52      .04  27-100 

$54,411,646.92    $1,125,865.97 

The  warrants  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Collector,  who  has  taken  measures  to]enforce 
payment  as  speedily  as  possible. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  report  and 
accompanying  statement  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  amounts 
for  each  year  in  the  list  referred  to: 


Recapitulation . 

Year.           Polls.  Personal.  Real.  Totals. 

1869 50,936  $42,607.99  $13,189.82  $106,733.81 

187H 46,976         52,776.66  2,974.90  102,727.56 

1871 58,848         30,360.87  5,579.22  94,288.09 

1872 62,184         41,519.70  B.829.47  112.533.17 

1873 78,7011         39,708.70  51,732.12  170,140.82 

1874 85,204  112,734.13  341,504.39  539,442.52 

382,348      $319,708.05       $423,809.92     $1,125,865.97 
LICENSES. 

Alderman  Biselow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  License"  as  follows: 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed — Richard  P.  Har- 
rington, 35  Bromfield  stieet  (transfer  from  Wil- 
liam J.  Hall). 

Hack  License  Granted — Thomas  A.  McCarthy, 
369  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted— C.  H.  Bliss,  545 
Washington  street;  A.  B.  Bush  &  Co.,  13  'Change 
avenue;  Frank  B.  Brown,  148  Meridian  street. 

"Wagon  Licenses  Grantee — I.  S.  Atwood  &  Co., 
230  Commercial  street;  A.  J.  Carter,  Main  and 
Union  streets,  Charlestowu ;  Le.?is  E.  Hartshorn, 
exciess. 

Severally  accepted. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  orders  to  pay  for 
land  damages  as  follows,  trom  the  Committee  on 
Stieets  on  the  part  of  tho  Boara  : 

Order  to  pay  J.  W.  Clapp  and  Smith  Wright 
$3175,  for  widening  of  Seventh  stieet.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  Chailes  L.Haley  $7976,  widening 
of  Br?,ttle  i  trt'et ;  heiis  of  Joshua  Bennett,  widen- 
ing of  Auburn  stieet;  Geoige  D.  Howe,  Samuel 
W.  Swett  ana  Samuel  Johnson,  trustees,  $20,000, 
widening  of  Congress  rtreet.  Severally  read 
once. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  S.  Bates  $7595.35,  for  land 
taken  in  the  name  ot  the  heirs  of  Martin  Bates 
ami  damages  occasioned  by  laying  out  Park  street, 
Charlestown,  in  1868,  upon  his  paying  the  sum  of 
$1495.35,  due  the  city  for  jssessmfcnts  laid  upon 
the  estate  of  said  heirs  by  the  city  of. Charlestown, 
for  betterments,  etc.,  and  in  payment  for  a  build- 
ing purchased  of  said  city  of  Charlestowv  by  said 
Bates  from  off  the  line  of  said  Park  street.  Read 
once. 

TERRACE  STREET. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets  lecommendiug  the 
passage,  m  concurrence  with  the  Stieet  Commis- 
sioneis,  of  the  resolve  and  order  foi  the  laying  out 
of  Tercace  street  at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $26(- 
841.36,  toe  expeuse  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  said  resolve  ana  order 
were  read  twice  and  passed.    Sett  down. 

MT.  WASHINGTON  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordeied,  That  the  Committse  on  Budges  be 
authorized  to  repair  Mt.  Washington  avenue 
Bridge,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $1000;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered.,  That  Mt.  Washington  avenue  Bridge 
be  closed  to  public  travel  on  Tuesday,  the  5th 
inst.,  and  remain  closed  until  certain  repairs 
tbereou  are  completed. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

AJdsjman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Older  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Boyls- 
ton street  between  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
and  Centre  street;  in  Lamartme  street,  between 
Boylston  street  and  Oak  place;  and  in  Spring-park 
street  between  Chestnut  and  A  streets.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordeied,  That  $31.26  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment of  F.  W.  Pitcher  for  a  sewer  in  Highland 
street,  aud  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon 
Kate  Marcus ;  also  that  |32.62  be  abated  from  the 
assessment  of  William  H.  Wallace  for  a  sewer  in 
Westminster  street,  and  the  same  amount  be  as- 
sessed upon  Kate  .Marcus-  also  that  $39.06  be 
abated  from  the  assessment  of  Elizabeth  A.  Ten- 
ney,  and  $150  from  the  assessment  of  St.  Joseph's 
Church,  for  sewers  in  Circuit  street,  on  account  of 
over-eftimate  of  land. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 
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ASSESSORS'  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Karris  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Joint  Commiitee  oti  the  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment: 

Rer>ort«  recor/jrnending  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  of  D.  D.  Stackpole  that  certain  taxes  al- 
leged erroneously  assessed  tor  a  series  of  years  on 
his  -  state  34  Chester  square  be  refunded ;  Ann  P. 
Crisp  and  A.  P.  Brsed  for  abatement  of  t<tx  on 
their  personal  pionerty  in  1871 ;  an  I  Aaron  C. 
Baldwin  for  remission  of  the  tax  assessed  in  1873 
on  estate  at  corner  of  Essex  and  Washington 
streets,    ceverally  sccrpted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  executors  of  tbe  estate  of 
Charle3  Hulben,  for  an  abatement  of  tax  assessed 
in  1874  upon  the  personal  property  belonging;  to 
saio  estate.  I c  appears  that  Mr.  a  albert  was  as- 
sessed in  May,  1874,  on  peisonal  property  and  in- 
come, to  the  amount  of  $65,000.  At  the  time  the 
tax  bill  was  rendered  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
apply  f  jr  an  abatement:  and  in  February,  1875,  he 
died.  His  executors,  residing  i^  New  York  and 
Chicago,  were  unable  to  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  condition  of  the  estate  until 
after  the  1st  ot  April,  and  therefore  were  di  eclud- 
ed  Dy  the  law  from  obtaining  any  redtess  from  the 
Board  of  Assessors.  It  appears  fro^a  -an  inventory 
of  all  the  personal  property  of  the  deceased  sub- 
ject to  taxation  on  the  1st  ot  May,  1874,  that  it 
amounted  to  $18,103;  and  T/ito  income  added 
to  $27,579.46.  it  Mr.  Hulben  had  been  m  a  con- 
dition to  apply  to  tbe  assassors,  they  would  have 
added  ro  the  sworn  value  of  the  property  fifty  per 
cent.,  the  penalty  for  not  m  iking  a  return  before 
the  15tb  of  June,  and  abated  the  tax  on  the  ex- 
cess. In  the  opinion  of  the  coinn.ittee  it  would 
be  tail  and  equitable  to  make  such  an  abatemeot 
now;  and  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing, abating  the  tax  on  823,630,  the  difference 
between  $65,000  and  the  actual  amount  of  oersou- 
al  property  a  .d  incoa>e  wito  fifty  per  cent,  added: 

Ordered,  That  the. '8  be  abated  from  the  tax  as- 
sessed id  1874|  ou  the  personal  estate  and  income 
of  Charles  Huloert  the  sum  of  $369.72. 

Alderman  Wortbington— r  pould  ask  whether  it 
is  fair  to  assess  the  estate  for  the  extra  amount. 
It  is  well  kuowo  that  Mr.  Hulberr  was  confined  to 
his  house,  unable  tojatcead  to  business,  after  the 
first  of  March  or  April  of  that  year.  He  w;.-.s  quite 
unwell  after  ne  left  this  Board,  and  rarely  came 
down  town  to  stay  more  than  an  hour.  It  is  clear- 
ly a  question  with  me  whether  it  would  be  fair  to 
assess  him  the  extra  amount. 

Aldermau  Harris — That  mitter  was  tullv  con- 
sidered in  the  committee;  and  although,  perhaps, 
we  would  hav°  liked  to  extend  our  sympathies 
towards  Mr.  Kulbert,  a  qentlemau  whom  we  all 
kntw  ana  regard«d  with  favor,  nevertheless  with 
the  law  upon  the  statute  books  wo  did  not 
feel  warranted  in  recommeudmg  anything 
different  from  what  we  have  recommended,  which 
lis  all  the  redress  he  could  have  obtaiued  from  the 
Boai  d  of  Assessors  it  his  life  had  been  continued. 
The  committee  acted  iu  concert  with  the  execu- 
tors, who  are  satisfied  with  oui  judgment,  1  be- 
lieve.   That  is  all  we  can  ask  at  this  time. 

The  order  was  readjtwic^  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

PAVING    REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  tht  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Report  and  order  of  uotice  for  a  bearing  on 
Monday,  Oct.  25,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency 
of  granting  petition  of  Highland  Railway  Com- 
pany for  a  location  of  tracks  in  Shawmut  avenue, 
Columbus  avenue,  and  other  streets.  Order 
passed. 

Reports  recommeuding  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petition  of  Arthur  Pickering  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages;  Charles  E,  Haley  et  al.,  that  Brattle 
square  be  paved  with  wood  ;  washingtonian  Home 
that  Waltham  street  be  paved  with  wood  ;  James 
Guild  et  al.,  that  Washington  street  be  paved 
with  granite  blocks  from  Dudley  to  Guild  streets; 
Jabez  N.  Sears,  for  leave  to  iusei  t  an  iron  ire-slide 
into  sidewalk  of  19  Tiemont  street;  R.  H.  Waters 
&  Co.,  et  al, thai  Central  street,  between  Bioad  and 
India  streets,  be  repaired  with  wood.  Sever;  lly  ac- 
cepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  grau ting  a  permit  to  James 
Mellen  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Wash- 
burn street  to  Gardner  street,  Ward  19.  Accept- 
ed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  trout  of  estates  of  Small  J.  Duard,  91 
Centre  street,  Ira  Bradley,  Warwick  and  Sterling 
streets,  aud  city  of  Boston  ou   Hudson  street;   of 


Asa  H.  Catoo  and  Joseph  Swallow  on  West  Ches- 
ter park.    Orders  severally  read  t » ice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sid--  alks  u  fiont 
ot  estates  on  the  easterly  side  of  Berkeley  street, 
between  Appleton  street  and  the  isostoi.  &  A1- 
bany  Railroad  bridge ;  in  front  of  estates  of  James 
Mahonoy,  274  Buvker  Hill  street,  and  William 
Cleary,  9  Decatur  street,  Charlestovn;  of  Josiah 
S.Porter,  661  Bennington  street,  and  John  Eng- 
lish, Paris  snreet,  corner  of  Porter  street;  of  A.  J. 
Bamford  on  West  Cottage  street;  of  Micoael 
Slyne,  182-184 Third  street;  D.  A.  Dunbar,  Third 
andHstree1;  Jane  O.  Parker,  546  Fifth  -,-tieet; 
Caroline  Tiiamins,  82  Ssventh  street;  Jatet  Dun- 
can, 84  Seventh  street;  Eliza  Dunning,  60  Baxter 
street ;  of  J  imes  Carey,  19  Palmer  street;  George  H. 
J.  Beckman,  36  Ivew  Heath  street;  Metropolitan 
Railioad  Compmv,  Warren  street,  and  Smith  & 
Jacobs,  65-69  Warebam  street.  Oioers  severally 
read  twice  and  passed.        « 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  Rodney  Presley  &  Co.,  on  Sixth  street, 
between  B  and  C  streets  ;  of  Annie  M.  Haines, 
Albert  Webster  and  Hugh  O'Brie'j,  on  Townseud 
stieet;  of  city  of  Boston,  on  Fifth  street,  bet.veen 
B  and  C  streets.  Orders  severally  re -id  twice  ana 
passed. 

Oioered.  That  notice  be  aud  hereby  is  giveu  to 
Edward  Taylor  to  olo=e  up  and  make  sol  id  the 
bulkhead  in'tne  sidewalk  iu  fiont  of  his  estate  on 
Old  Heath  street,  near  Centre  street,  within  ten 
days,  and  in  default  thereof  to-  Superintendent 
of  Streets  is  hereby  directed  to  close  up  ai  d  make 
solid  said  bvlkhead  at  tbe  expense  of  said  Taylor. 

Read  twi<  e  rod  passed. 

Or.ieied,  Thar  the  superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Bedford  stieet,  from  Chauncy 
street  to  Lincoln  street  with  small  granite  blocks. 
Estimated  coet,  $7500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Th:  i  the  Superir.tenoe:t  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Bedford  street,  betweenWashii  g- 
ton  street  and  Cbauncy  street,  with  buroettized 
spruce  blocks.    Estimated  cost,  $3500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  ol  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Reed  court  according  to  the  es- 
tablished grade  as  recently  laid  out  by  tbe  Board 
of  Street  Com  nissioners;  aUo  to  furuish  and  set 
the  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  o.i  said  court. 
and  report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  est  of 
said  edgestones. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  T bat  the  Supeiintendeut  of  Streets  be 
directed  ro  reset  tbe  edgestones,  accordi.  g  to  the 
established  grace  ou  Hariisou  aveuu.  between 
Northampton  and  Eustis  streets;  also,  10  repave 
the  gutters  and  macadamize  the  road  a  ay  of  said 
avenue.    Estimated  cost,  $3000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Nawcomo  stieet  according  to 
the  established  {rrade,  and  to  furnish  and  set  the 
edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks 
on  said  street,  a  ud  to  report  to  this  Board  a  sched- 
ule of  tbe  cost  of  said  edgestones  aod  sidewalks. 

Read  twice  and  pa-sed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Wortbmgton  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committtee  ou  itealth  ou  the  part  of  the 
Board  iu  tavorot  granting,  on.  the  usual  condi- 
tions, a  permit  to  Samuel  B.  Peirce  to  occupy 
stable  on  Columbia  street,  Ward  16.    Accepted. 

EAST   BOSTON   FERRIES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report,  on  request 
of  directors  of  East  Boston  fenies,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  folio  wing; 

Ordered.  That  the  Board  of  Directors  ot  the 
E:ist  Boston  Ferries  be  aud  the\  arc  hereby  au- 
thorized to  contract,  at  an  expense  uot  exceeding 
$50,000  for  the  erection  oi  a  new  ferry  boat  to  be 
used  ou  the  East  Boston  Ferry  lines,  and  that  the 
sum  of  $20,000  be  transferred  from  the  unexpend- 
ed balances  of  items  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
fetry  department  to  nay  the  expenses  incurred 
under  said  contract  during  the  present  financial 
year)  the  remaining  sum  of  $30,600  to  be  provided 
by  taxation  iu  the  next  financial  year. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  do 

Aldcrunii  Yues  submitted  a  teport  from  the 
same  Commit!  e.  covering  a  request  of  the  Win- 
nisimmet  Ferry  Company,  for  leave  to  use  the 
North  Perry  slip,  with  the  approval  of  tbe  Di- 
rectois  ot  the  Furies  and  the  committee,  of  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
East  Boston  Ferries  he  authorized  to  allow  the 
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Wmnisnnmit  Ferrv  Company  to  use  the  north 
slip  of  the  South  Ferry  ou  the  Boston  side  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  teu   days  tor  foot    passeu- 

fers,  white  the  work  of  dredging  is  being  done  in 
rant  of  their  slip  on  the  Boston  side,  provided 
said  company  execute  a  bond,  satisf  ctory  to  the 
City  Solicitor  and  Board  of  Directors,  agr  eing  to 
pay  for  any  damage  done  to  the  diops,  slip*  or 
property  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
Read  twice  ami  passed.    Sent  down. 

SWING   SIGNS  TO  BE   BEHOVED. 

Alderman  Bur  rage  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  I'olice: 

Ordered ,  That  the  Chief  of  Voice  b  •  directed  to 
notity  the  several  persons  n  raed  'ii  the  accom- 
panying oonitDunicatlon  from  die  Chief  of  Police, 
dated  the  4lh  day  of  October,  A.  1).  1875,  'ho  have 
hung,  affixed,  erected  or  fastr-ned  signs,  lanterns, 
show  bill*  or  show  boards  of  any  description 
whatever  which  project  more  than  on»  foot  iuto 
or  over  any  street  therein  named,  to  remove  the 
same  forthwith  i  and  in  case  the  said  persons  or 
any  of  them  neglect  o."  refuse  so  to  do  within  ten 
days  from  the  service  of  this  order,  the  Chief  of 
I'olice  is  here  by  instructed  to  cause  complaints  to 
be  made,  as  provided  in  the  twenty-third  section 
of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets,  passe-t  the 
20th  ot  October,  A.  D.  1869. 

Alderman  stebbios--What  stieets  do3s  this  or- 
der apply  to  particularly? 

AideinVin  Bun-age— This  includes  the  city  piop- 
er,  East  and  South  Boston,  and  the  Cbarlestown 
District,  but  not  Dorchester,  West  Uoxbuiv  or 
Brighton. 

Alfiermau  Burrage  moved  tnst  the  order  take 
its  second  reading,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Alderman  Hams — I  hope  the  committee  will 
give  some  explanation  of  the  necessity  of  passing 
this  stringent  order,  for  my  own  part,  I  fail  to 
see  the  necessity  of  depriving  parties  in  the  out- 
lying districts  from  using  swinging  signs,  though 
11  there  i?  any  good  reason  for  it  I  am  as  desirous 
of  having  the  city  protected  as  any  other  Alder- 
man ;  but  unless  it  can  be  made  apparent  to  me  I 
shall  not  support  the  measure. 

Alderman  Burrage— it  is  known  to  othev  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  that  we  hive  already  passed  or- 
ders removing  the  signs  from  Tremont,  Wasiiing- 
ton  and  many  streets  at  the  West  End.  It  is 
known  that  they  are  dangerous  to  passers  by,  as 
was  proved  in  several  instances  last  year,  and  by 
one  almost  fatal  accident  in  Court  street.  They 
are  very  objectionable,  as  to  the  looks  of  the 
street,  and  they  defeat  their  own  object  where 
maoy  of  them  are  put  close  together.  I  tbink  it 
is  the  general  opinion  that  it  is  very  much  better 
to  have  them  out  of  the  way :  the  streets  look  bet- 
ter, travel  is  safer,  aud  a  nuisance  l'  got  rid  of. 

Alderman  Harris— Why  do  you  except  other  por- 
tions of  the  city?  Why  not  make  the  rule  apply 
to  all  ? 

Alderman  Burrage— In  the  outlying  districts 
there  are  very  few  such  signs,  and  as  the  popula- 
tion is  so  spars-  it  was  not  considered  necessary 
to  pass  an  order  relating  to  them  now,  although 
the  names  arc  ore-pared,  and  if  this  Board  deem  it 
hest  the  committee  will  report  an  older  foi  the 
rest  of  the  citv. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  order  ou  the  table,  bv  Alder- 
man Harris,  was" lost— 2  for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Stebbins — 1  desire  to  have  rhe  order 
laid  over. 

Alderman  Burrage — The  committee  have  no  ob- 
jection to  its  lying  over  if  members  wish  to  inves- 
tigate the  subject. 

Alderman  Stebbius— I  heartily  approve  of  the 
action  of  the  Committee  on  Police  in  removing 
those  signs  from  the  city  proper,  aud  it  is  possible 
I  mav  be  led  in  the  future  to  approve  of  this  or- 
der; but  at  first  thought  it  sQems  hardly  -vise  to 
make  tire  rule  apply  to  East  Boston  and  Charles- 
town,  and  the  outlying  districts,  where  r.o  great 
danger  can  accrue  from  having  them  remain. 
However,  after  reflection,  I  may  vote  for  the  order 
next  Monday. 

Alderman  Bun  age — I  would  say  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Aldermen  that  the  older  was  pre- 
pared for  th.»  city  proper,  b'le  that  term  is  rather 
indefinite,  and  as  the  Chief  had  already  prepared 
those  for  East  aud  South  Boston  and  Cbarlestown, 
we  thought  we  might  as  well  put  it  in.  Cbarles- 
town is  as  thickly  settled  as  the  eity  proper,  al- 
though East  and  South  Boston  are  not.  In  Dor- 
chester, West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  there  are 
not  so  many  signs. 

Th*  order  was  rejected— 5  for,  5 against, 

Alderman  Burrage  rooverl  a  reconsideration, 
v  Inch,  on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 


POND-STBEET  ASSESSMENT. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  assersmeot  upon  the  Depart- 
ment of  Common  and  Squares,  amounting  to  $257, 
foi   furnishing  and  setting   edrrestoues  ou   Pond 
street.  War  i  17,  be  and  the  same  is  beieuy  ab   ted. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

CENSUS. 

Aldermau  Quincy  submitted  the  following: 
The  Com  mittee  on  Census  and  Division  of  Wards, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  communication  from  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor ,  indors- 
ing i  bill  of  Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  for  ser- 
vices in  obtaining  the  decennial. census  of  the  city, 
have  given  the  matter  the  attention  lecommended 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor ,  and  beg  leave  to  report 
as  follows :  It  would  appear  that  the  bill  >n  ques- 
tion, provided  with  the  Mayor's  certificate,  as  re- 
quired by  statute,  was  presented  at  the  office  of 
the  State  Auditor,  ano  bv  him  referred  for  ap- 
proval to  the  Bureau  of  statistics  "f  Labor.  The 
chief  of  that  bureau,  in  place  of  returning  the 
same  to  the  Auditor  with  a  statement  of  his  rea- 
sons for  withholding  the  desired  approval,  sends 
it  directly  io  the  Mayor,  with  the  following 
conclusions:  "First — The  law  does  not  authorize 
my  approval  of  th  enclosed  bill,  or  piedicate 
the  paym°nt  of  same  upon  such  approval ; 
and,  second— Should  I  a  prove  it,  no  appro- 
priation has  been  made  to  meet  the  same." 
He  further  adds  that  "this  state  cf  affairs  was 
clearlv  pointed  out  to  and  discussed  with  the 
chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  the  city's 
Committee  on  Census  prior  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  Legislature  of  1875."  It  is  due  to  ihe  gentle- 
man her«  leferred  to,  to  state  that  be  disclaims  all 
recollection  of  such  a  supposed  glaring- defect  in 
the  act  alluded  to  evei  b-.ing  called  to  his  notice. 
That  the  same,  in  the  opinion  of  the  State  Audi- 
tor, does  not  exist  is  evidenced  by  the  fact,  that 
the  bill  in  question,  on  being  returned  to  him,  has 
now  been  paid  from  the  general  appropriation,  so 
far  as  the  same  would  extend,  a«  will  appear  from 
the  certificate  enclosed.  Your  committee  would 
therefore  report  that  no  furtoer  action  io  the  mat- 
ter is  necessary. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

FANEOIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  use  of  said  hall  to  A.  W.  Beard  ct  al.  on  Oct. 
7  aod  Nov.  1,  tor  a  political  meeting.    Accepted. 

"new  ward  kooms. 
Aide -man  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Puolic   Build- 
ings bs  directed  to  procure  suitable  ward  rooms 
for  Wards  14,  20,  21  anil  22,  to  be   used  at  the  No- 
vember election  ;  also  that  said  committee  be  di- 
rected to  select  and   leport  to  the  City    Council 
suitable  ward  rooms  for  all  the   wards,  undsr   the 
new  division,  to  be  used  at  the  next  December  elec- 
tion, the  exoense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Buildings, 
Reao  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

BEMOVAL  OP  BAY  WINDOWS. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  the  petition  of  F. 
A.  Dewson  et  al.,  that  the  bay  windows  projecting 
from  the  building  of  Alden  Avery,  on  Holyoke 
street,  be  removed. 

Alderman  Prescott — Thjs  is  one  of  the  most 
aggravated  case--  of  violation  of  section  77  of  the 
ordinance  relating  to  screeta  that  can  bo  found  in 
the  city.  When  the  building  permit  s?as  granted, 
on  the  back  of  it  was  the  following: 

"No  persoa  shall  construct  or  place,  or  cause  to 
be  constructed  or  placed,  any  portico,  porch,  door, 
window,  or  step,  projecting  into  any  street, under 
a  penalty  of  not  less  rhan  four  nor  more  than  fifty 
dollars  for  each  offeuco,  and  a  like  penalty  for 
every  day  that  the  said  portico,  porch,  door,  win- 
dow or  step  may  be  continued  as  aforesaid,  after 
notice  to  remove  the  same  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
der men,  or  some  person  authorized  by  them." 

Mr.  Avery  was  well  aware  of  the  ordinance  of 
the  city  in  regard  to  tbi*  matter.  On  the  23d  of 
June  tie  was  duly  notified  by  the  owneis  and  resi- 
dents on  or  near  Holyoke  stieet,  that  if  he  erect- 
ed  the  b  >y  windows  as  he  proposed,  they  would 
take  action  against  him.  Since  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Board  he  has  erected  bay  windows  projecting 
nearly  five  feet  over  the  sidewalk,  aod  he  proposes 
to  ;erect  another  building  on  the  opposite  side 
with  bav  windows  of  the  same  character.  These 
windows  have  been  put  out  since  the  last 
meeting     of     the     Board,  and   the    damage    to 
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the  houses  adjoining  is  certainly  very  largeicdeed. 
After  consultation  with  the  Irsueetor  of  Build- 
ings and  tne  City  Solicitor,  I  offer  the  following 
order,  and  ask  for  its  passage: 

Oidered,  That  Alden  Averv,  owDei  of  the  build- 
ing at  the  northeast  coiner  of  HoJyoke  street  and 
Columbus  ave  ue,  be  notified  to  remove  before 
the  15th  day  of  October  instant,  the  bay  windows, 
srxiu  number,  which  piojectfroin  said  building 
into  said  Holyoke  street,  in  violation  of  section  27 
of  the  ordinance  of  this  city  relating  to  streets. 

Alderman  Worthingtoa — I  thiols  we  are  rather 
forcing  this  thing.  This  matter  is  now  in  court, 
and  they  are  awaiting  a  decision.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  ought  fo  give  the  parties  a  little  time  to 
be  heard.  If  this  oroer  is  forced  through  here 
we  may  do  great  injustice  to  parties,  and  we  cer- 
tainly ought  to  hsar  both  sides.  I  hope  it  will  lie 
over.  For  myself,  I  am  opposed  to  those  bay 
windows,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  do  injustice  to  any 
one. 

Alderman  Prescott — This  appears  f>  be  such  an 
aggravated  case  that  it  wiil  warrant  summary  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Board.  The  permit  wai 
granted  in  the  usual  form,  O"  the  back  of  it  being 
the  section  I  have  real,  which  makes  i-  illegal  for 
any  oae  to  erect  a  projection  of  that  kind.  Mr. 
Avery  has  been  notified  by  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings and  by  the  Chief  of  Police;  a  lemonstranee 
sva^  served  upon  hi  a.  on  ths  21st  of  June;  but  not- 
withstanding all  tfiis,  he  has  ersetei  ihose  struc- 
tures, projecting  n  early  fivn  tret  over  the  sidewalk. 
It  seems  to  me  taat  tn»  circumstances  of  the  case 
are  such  as  wnuld  warrant  this  action  at  ti  e  pres- 
ent time.  I  have  consulted  the  City  Solicitor  and 
find  that  the  residents  are  powerless  without  tne 
actloo  of  the  Boaro  of  Aldermen.  I  have  there- 
fore offered  this  order. 

Alderman  Stebbios— I  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man from  the  Highlands  that  we  should  be  care- 
ful I'Ot  to  do  injustice  to  any  man.  I  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  vote  for  the  order,  out  befoie  do- 
ing so  I  want  to  hear  both  sides.  If  Mr.  Avery  or 
his  agent  is  present  I  hope  he  will  be  allowed  to 
explain  why  the  windows  are  erected. 

Alderman  Buriage — The  gentleman  is  here. 

Alderman  Stebbius — Then  1  move  that  he  be 
heard  by  the  Board. 

Alderman  Worthington — I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  have  the  order  tie  over  so  that  we  can 
see  the  building.  A  large  number  ot  buildings 
are  erected  in  this  way,  on  Northampton,  Wash- 
ington and  other  streets,  and  quite  a  Dumber  of 
hotels.  Before  passing  upon  thjs  w°  ought  to 
consider  the  whole  subject  of  bay  wiudowsTThey 
are  against  the  law  aad  should  cot  be  permitted  ; 
but  if  we  permit  them  m  one  case,  why 
not  m  anot'j? r?  Due  deliberation  is  well  iu  all 
subjects  that  come  befoie  this  Boaro.  We  ought 
not  to  compel  a  geutl  man  to  come  in  here  and 
make  a  statement  of  Ins  casein  five  minutes.  We 
should  give  notice  to  both  parties  1o  be  heard.  I 
don't  know  Mr.  Avery.  I  believe  he  came  before 
the  Committee  on  Health  ooce  and  asked  tor  a 
permit  to  maintain  ,  cellar  below  grade;  he  was 
informed  that  it  could  not  be  done,  and  he  acqui- 
esced. The  point  with  me  i3  that  we  should  act 
with  due  deliberation. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— It.  is  foi  that  reason  I  de- 
sire to  hear  Mi.  Avery,  that  I  may  nave  some  ex- 
cuse for  voting  to  have  the  order  lie  over,  because 
the  facts  presented  by  the  .Mceimau  from  Ward 
9  would  warrant  every  member  iu  voting  tor  the 
order.  There  are  the  facts,  and  there  is  the  law. 
It  is  the  only  case  that  has  been  brotighi  to  our 
attention.  If  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  has 
allowed  this  .voik  to  go  fori  ard  he  has  not  done 
his  duty.  If  Mr.  Avery  can  make  a  reasonable 
explanation  I  should  be  glad  to  have  some  excuse 
for  delay. 

Alderman  Buirage — The  gentleman  should  be 
given  aa  opportunity  to  say  whether  the  facts 
alleged  are  tiue.  If  he  says  tusy  are  not,  theu 
the  matter  will  require  fintuer  investigation;  if 
he  admits  they  are  true,  then  it.  seems  to  me 
there  is  but  ooe  tbi  ig  to  a>  ,  and  that  is,  pass  the 
order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  voted 
to  give  a  he.. ring  to  Mr.  Avery,  who  said  be  was 
unprepared  ro  make  a  detailed  statement,  other 
tban  to  say  rhat  the  statements  are  veiy  mucn  ex- 
aggerated, and  some  of  them  utterly  uutme, 
though  Ue  did  n't  doubt  they  inteuued  to  be  true. 
He  did  not  own  the  land  opposite,  though  he  had 
a  bond  of  it  from  an  Irresponsible  party,  but  it 
seemed  now  that  he  would  not  obtain  it. 
The  ob  ject  of  obtaining  the  opposite  lot 
was  that  he  might  make  an  arrangement  to  give 


a  portion  of  it  to  widen  the  street,  or  he  would  set 
the  building  back,  as  is  the  caston  all  rver  the 
city.  Instead  of  projecting  five  feet,  they  pioject 
only  three  feet  six  inches. 

Alderman  Prsseoit — Do  they  not  project  up  the 
whole  height  of  tne  building? 

Mr.  Avery — No,  sir;  they  project  up  only  three 
stories. 

&.lderman  Siebbinc—  Is  the  builaing  erected  on 
the  line  of  purchase? 

Mr.  Avery — Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Stebbins— And  the  bay  windows  pro- 
ject oirer  that  line? 

Mr.  Avery — Yes,  sir,  the  same  as  do  buildings  on 
the  lice  of  other  streets.  I  don't  say  I  have  a  light 
to  do  it;  but  this  law  has  been  inoperative  so  long 
tbat  builders  have  disregarded  it.  .  When  I 
found  that  parties  were  opposed  to  it,  it 
was  too  late  to  change  my  plans.  The 
plans  were  drawn  and  the  rooms  let  for  the 
bay  windows,  vhich  will  bring  in  soma  §10,000 
mors  than  without,  ami  add  much  to  the  beauty 
ano  symmetry  ot  the  building,  I  am  satisfied  the 
abutteis  act  with  personal  feeling  agaio.-t  me, 
though  I  don't  know  the  reason,  as  I  have  treated 
them  fairly  aud  cndidly.    I  am  laying  out  $100,- 

000  to  ornament  the  street,  and  rather  tnao  an  in- 
jury 1,0  other  residences  it  is  an  advantage.  If  I 
put  in  a  bad  building  it  would  be  comi.lained.  of. 
If  the  bay  w  indo  ws  are  taken  out  a-  d  the  fi  oot  flat- 
tened down,  it  would  dao-age  the  building  $10,000, 
and  no  uonbt  1  could  not  get  the  class  of  o;ca- 
pints  who  have  rented  it.  I  have  no  doubt  it 
would  oreak  my  leasts  and  1  should  have  to  fill  it 
with  bad  teoaots.  I  don't  make  this  as  an  insinu- 
ation or  tnrsat;  but  if  the  Board  have  allowed 
thein  to  remain  iu  other  cases,  they  should  be  ia 
this  one.  It  ibis  building  is  destroyed  I  shall  have 
to  gtt  rid  of  it  as  best  I  can.    As  a  Christian  man 

1  mean  to  do  honestly,  fairly  and  rightly.  If  the 
Board  could  se»  the  buildi  g,  I  think  thsy 
would  change  their  minds.  If  an  order  remuvir.g 
all  bay  windows  and  swinging  signs  is  passed,  or 
course  I  -hall  asquiesce,  though  it  will  be  a  gieat 
embarrassment.  My  counsel  is  prepared  to  an- 
swer for  me  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  I  should 
judge  that  tae  parties  feeling  aganeved  are  well 
aware  that  the  Supieme  Couit  will  ;:ot  oidei  the 
bay  windows  dowa,  and  therefore  they  try  to 
spring  it  upon  me  in  this  way.  I  don't  thinls  the 
Alderman  who  presented  the  order  has  b  en  fully 
aware  ot  the  facts  in  the  cas  . 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  been  fully  aware  of 
the  tacts,  as  this  is  within  a  stone's  throw  of  my 
residence.  Mr.  Avery,  were  you  not  notified  of 
this  over  three  months  ago? 

Mr.  Avery— I  don't  know  but  I  was. 

Aldermaj  Prescott — Wbeu  did  you  commence 
the  erectiou  of  this  building? 

Mr.  Avery— On  the  1st  of  Juue. 

Alderman  Prescott — On  the  23d  day  of  June  you 
received  this  notice.  [The  Alderman  read  the  re- 
rneiistracce  of  residents  in  the  vicinity.] 

Mr.  Avery — I  had  a  notice  of  that  kind,  but  I 
don't  remember  the  date. 

Alcerman  Piescott— Have  you  cot  tried  to  ar- 
rauge  the  matter,  so  that  if'  they  v.ill  not  com- 
plain you  would  not  put  one  on  the  other  corner? 

Mr.  Avery— I  said  I  would  agree  to  set  it  back 
three  feet.  1  was  going  to  set  it  back  six  feet,  and 
I  would  have  bern  willing  to  deed  it  to  the  eiry.  I 
bad  theu  arranged  for  the  bay  pindows. 

Aloermaii  Piescott— How  much  do  vou  consioer 
the  damage  to  tns  first  boose  on  that  street? 

Mr.  Avery—  il  I  owned  it  I  should  n't  consider 
it  much  damaged.  The  bfcy  window  c;un,ot  be 
seen  from  the  first  house;  my  house  comes  up  to 
the  line  and  the  first  house  sets  back  about  ten 
feet.  I  bene  the  order  will  be  alio  ved  to  go  over, 
aud  that  the  mat  it  will  have  a  fi.ir  adjudication. 
I  don't  wish  to  ignore  tue  Board,  and  I  only  want 
them  to  act  fairly, 

Ald-rman  Stebbins— At ter  the  statement  ot  Mr. 
Averv,  1  doi  t  see  bow  I  cai>  vote  anv  othe  ■  way 
than  for  the  passage  of  the  order.  Certainly  he 
admits  buildi  g  upon  the  line  nd  piojeetirg  his 
windows  several  feet  over  it,  m  violation  of  the 
ordinance,  tor  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  rent 
of  bis  rooms.  The  people  mosr  interested  feel 
aggrieved,  and  request  this  action.  We  have  but 
one  course  to  puisne,  and  that  is.  piss  this  order: 
and  I  trust  that  Mi.  Avery  will,  as  a  Christian 
gentleman— and  if  ke  is  a  Christian  gentleman  I 
believe  he  will — see  that  hi*  lions-  is  not  tilled 
with  disreputable  tenants. 

Alderman  Harris— I  hope  this  matter  will  lie 
ovei  one  week  that  we  may  fully  comprehend  it. 
If  bv  passing  this  order  it  is  to  be  U  idefStood  that 
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we  are  to  oppose  tlie  construction  of  bay  windows, 
I  want  to  know  it.  I  own  houses  with  bay  win- 
dows, and  I  want  to  know  exactly  where  I  stand. 
I  bope  tbis  gentleman  will  leceive  the  same  con- 
sideration that  a  member  of  ibis  Board  would  re- 
ceive. I  want  to  know  how  the  order  affects  me. 
Mi.  P.  A.  Dewson,  one  of  the  petitioners,  being 
present,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Wortbington  he 
was  given  a  hearing.  He  said  that  if  these  had 
been  ordinary  bay  windows,  as  are  seen  in  a  great 
many  places,  on  private  bouses  and  family  hotels, 
he  should  not  object.  He  occupied  the  second 
house  on  Holyoke  street,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
street.  Mr.  Avery's  house  comes  up  to  a  ten-foot 
passage  way,  the  windows  being  about  thirty  feet 
from  Mr,  Dewson's  bow  front.  Persons  sit- 
ting in  bis  rooms  can  be  overlooked  by 
those  in  the  bay  windows,  whsreas  he 
could  only  see  the  panes  of  glass.  The  bay  win- 
dows measure  five  feet,  as  measured  by  Mr.  Sid- 
ney Squires,  one  of  the  petitioners.  He  had  no 
personal  feeiing,  except  that  Mr.  Avery  seems  to 
have  acted  in  entire  ignorance  of  thelUct  that  any 
courtesy  or  rights  pertained  lo  any  persons  ex- 
cept bimse'f,  and  this  bad  naturally  excited  a 
strong  desire  to  maintain  what  rights  they  had. 
Mr*.  Dewson  stated  the  facts  iu  relation  to  the  ease 
in  court,  and  explained  that  Mr.  Avery  had  put 
out  platforms  for  bay  windows  over  the  pas- 
sageway, fiom  which  one  could  touch  the  ad- 
joining house.  The  Maybew  estate  is  damaged  at 
least  $3000.  Mr.  Avery's  proposition  was  about 
like  this;  If  you  will  withdraw  your  objection  to 
this,  I  will  not  put  the  bay  windows  on  the  oppo- 
site side. 

To  Alderman  Harris  Mr.  Avery  said  some  of  the 
statements  were  a  little  exaggerated.  There  was 
to  be  a  hearing  before  the  Supreme  Court  tomor- 
row, and  he  asked  the  Board  to  be  patient  for  one 
week. 

Alderman  Pi escott— I  have  consulted  with  the 
City  Solicitor  lepeatedly,  and  the  form  of  this  or- 
der has  his  approval,  the  only  course  for  us  to 
pursue  is  to  pass  this  order,  and  if  the  windows 
are  not  removed  the  City  Solicitor  can  prosecute 
the  case. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  is  a  conceded  violation  of 
law,  and  it  seems  to  me  there  is  but  one  course  for 
the  Aldermen  to  take  to  maintain  our  dignity,  to 
say  nothing  of  right,  and  that  is,  pass  the  order. 
The  party  admits  violating  the  law;  we  are  called 
upon  to  enforce  the  ordinance,  and  how  can  we 
refuse  to  do  so  if  called  upon? 

Alderman  Quincy— It  strikes  me  so.  There  is  an 
admitted  transgression  of  the  law,  and  in  this 
case  it  looks  like  a  deliberate  defiance  of  all  law 
on  his  part.  To  pass  the  order  seems  to  be  the 
only  thing  for  the  Aldermen  to  do  to  retain  their 
self-respect. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider by  Alderman  Prescott,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail,  was  lost. 

CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  the  bonds  of  Al- 
vah  H.Peters  and  fifty  other  Constables,  and  on 
his  motion  said  bonds,  being  duly  certified,  were 
approved  by  the  Board. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET   DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbios  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District: 


Whereas,  It  appears  that  the  cost  of  raising  the 
grade  of  the  lot  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Fellows 
place  and  Fellows  street  was  erroneously  assessed 
upon  Charles  Davis,  who  was  not  the  owner  of 
said  land  at  the  time  the  grade  was  raised,  it  is 
therefore  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $109.60  be  deducted 
from  the  assessment  made  upon  the  estates  of 
Charles  Davis,  situated  wilbm  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  so-called,  under  an  order  of  the 
City  Council,  approved  the  20th  day  of  Februarv, 
A.  D.  1875,  and  said  assessment  is  hereby  reduced 
to  the  sum  of  $4659.20. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Eeport  that  under  the  powers  conferred  upon 
tbem  by  the  City  Council,  the  committee  have  set- 
tled and  adjusted,  and  settled  upon  mutually  sat- 
isfactory terms,  the  several  claims  for  compensa- 
tion for  grade  and  other  damages  on  said  district 
prefeued  in  the  petitions  of  C.  F.  Burke,  Charles 
Davis,  Bridget  Kelley,  Christian  Becbel,  James 
Duffy,  Anthony  Scharf,  John  Patterson,  Karon 
Madden,  Bernaid  Lennon  and  John  T.  Monson. 
Accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 

PAY    OF    CITY    LABORERS. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Health  Department  be  requested  to  report  to  the 
Citv  Council  their  reasons  for  not  making  the  pay 
of  the  laborers  in  that  department  conform  more 
strictlv  to  the  rate  of  compensation  established  m 
other  departments  of  tbe  City  Government. 

Alderman  Prescott  exulained  that  he  offered 
the  order  at  the  request  of  Alderrnan  Power,  who 
had  to  leave  at  six  o'clock,  and  in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion by  Alderman  Stebbins,  said  he  had  no  fur- 
ther explanation  to  make,  except  that  he  sup- 
posed it  related  to  the  reduction  of  wages  in  the 
Common,  Paving  and  other  departments,  and 
that  no  such  reduction  bad  been  made  in  the 
-  Health  Department. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

CONSTABLES. 

The. nomination  of  Nicholas  G.  Lynch  as  a  Con- 
stable was  taken  from  the  table,  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Prescott,  who  said  be  bad  no  objection  to 
the  confirmation. 

Alderman  Stebbins  hoped  it  would  lie  over,  as 
his  information  did  not  conform  to  that  opinion, 
and  he  understood  that  Brighton  desired  to  pre- 
sent facts  showing  why  the  party  should  not  be 
confirmed. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  a  gentleman  from  the 
19th  Ward  had  promised  to  do  the  same  thing  but 
had  not  done  so;  and  several  leading  citizens  had 
expressed  confidence  in  Mr.  Lynch. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  if  the  clerk  or  judge 
of  the  Court  had  been  heard  from. 

Alderman  Prescott  had  not  he&rd  from  tbe 
clerk,  but  understood  from  good  authority  that 
the  judge  indorsed  the  nomination. 

Alderman  Bigelow  said  he  would  be  obli°-ed  to 
vote  against  confirmation  after  what  he  had 
heard  from  responsible  citizens,  who  represented 
him  as  totally  unfit  for  the  position. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  nomina- 
tion was  laid  ou  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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■Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Bo&rdman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

DIVISION  OF  THE  WARDS. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more  of  Ward  i,  to  enable  him  to  submit  ihe  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Census  and  Division  of 
Wards,  as  follows : 

The  committee,  a'fter  referring  to  the  statute, 
said  the  problem  of  which  they  were  instructed 
to  seek  a  solution  was  by  no  means  a  rearrange- 
ment or  equalization  of  existing  wards,  but  no 
less  thau  an  entire  redivision  of  the  whole  munic- 
ipal territory— the  city  proper,  with  its  proverb- 
ially tortuous  streets  and  unequally  distributed 
population,  together  with  the  extensive  rural  dis- 
tricts recently  annexed,  into  a  different  and 
greater  number  of  wards,  each  of  which  shall  con- 
tain as  nearly  as  may  be  the  same  number  of 
voters.  The  committee  commenced  their  labors 
with  the  desire  and  attempt  to  obtain  the  solu- 
tion with  some  regard  to  existing  limits,  chaugmg 
the  same  as  little  as  might  be.  This  attempt  they 
were  compelled  to  abandon,  as  regard  to  existing 
limits  or  symmetry  of  appearance  upon  the  map 
being  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  chief 
and  essential  condition  of  an  equality  io 
the  number  of  votets.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  a. 
large  territoryjo  toe  very  business  heart  of  the 
city  is  rn  the  matter  of  resident*  almost  as  bla  jk 
as  are  trie  Common  and  Public  Garden,  the  neces- 
sity for  great  differences  in  territorial  extent  auo 
also  in  taxable  r»roperty  in  the  various  city  wards 
will  be  evident.  The 'considerations  of  politics, 
wealth,  color,  parentage  or  previous  nationality 
of  tlie  voters  to  be  divided,  your  committee  con- 
sidered it  their  duty  to  ignore.  To  the  s>  eat  tem- 
porary inconvenience  and  inevitable  discontent 
which  must  be  occasioned  by  the  necessary 
breaking  up  of  old  combinations  ana  sets  ac- 
customed to  act  in  political  unison  the  commit- 
tee are  not  blind.  The  committee  have  en- 
deavored to  follow  principal  thoroughfares,  rail- 
roads and  natural  boundaries  where  this  was 
practicable.  It  many  instances  it  was  found 
inconsistent  with  the  required  equality,  aud  the 
attempt  was  abandoned.  The  committee  consider 
it  hardly  necessary  to  call  atteution  to  the  fact 
that  anv  essential  chauge  in  the  lines  here  re- 
ported necessitates,  unless  the  principle  of  sub- 
stantial equality  of  numbers  be  abandoned,  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  whole  and  in  effect  a  new 
scheme.  Should  it  be  thought  adyisaDle  to  in- 
struct the  committee  to  recommence  their  labors 
they  will  cheerfully  do  so,  though  whether  such 
new  scheme  would  do  more  than  shift  discoutent 
and  opposition  to  oiher  quarters  they  may  be  al- 
lowed to  doubt.  The  returns  of  the  census  enum- 
erators aie  given,  showing  the  legal  vorers  to  be 
68,815,  an  average  of  2867  for  twenty-  four  wards. 
But  it  having  been  fount'  that  East  Boston  con- 
tained very  nearly  enough  voters  for  two  wards, 
ano  that  South  Boston  and  Charle-towu  were  re- 
spectively entitled  to  three  wards,  a  different 
average  was  rendered  necessary  for  the  sixteen 
new  wards  on  the  main  land.  The  following  table 
gives  the  voters  tu  the  >vards  is  presented  by  the 
committee: 

Ward  I ; ;■;•-    $™\ East  Boston. 

ij".;".'.'.'.'.;!;. .."'.'.'.v.  2329 

4 2,919 

5 2,908 

6 2,807 

7 2,930 

8 2,959 

9  2,991 

10 2,888) 

11 2.8V8> South  Boston. 

12 2,810) 

13 2,945 

14 3,026 

15 2,999 

16 3,052 

17 2,913 

18 2,870 

19 2,98;)— Brighton,  etc. 

20 2.948— West  Roxbury. 

21 2,872— Dorchester. 

22 2,600)      • 

23 2,652  >  Charlestowu. 

24 2,612) 

Total 68,815 


In  view  of  these  figures,  it  seemed  to  the  com- 
mittee that  the  direction  of  future  increase  or  loss 
could  not  be  foretold  with  sufficient  certainty  to 
enter  as  an  -lement  into  the  work  of  division, 
even  if  the  law  did  not  contemplate  existing  num- 
bers ot-ly.  The  committee  recommend  tne  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  ordinance  and  order. 

s.  m.  qutncy. 

Clinton  Viles. 

William  H.  Whitjioke. 

Dennis  Cawley,  Jr. 

Henry  W.  Wilson 

Committee. 
Ordered,  That  Kis  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  coming  ses- 
sion for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  City 
Council  to  establidn  a  secood  polling  place  in  the 
Nineteenth  Wara. 

An  Ordinance 
Providrntr  for  a  New  Division  of  the  City  into 

Wards. 
Be  it  oidained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Toe  present  division  cf  the  wards  of 
the  city  is  hereby  altered,  and  a  nsw  division 
thereof  is  hereby  made,  and  the  same  shall  heie- 
af  ter  be  known  ano  constituted  as  follow?,  viz.: 

Ward  JVb.  1.  All  that  part  of  the  city,  commonly 
called  East  Boston,  which  lies  noitnerly  or  easter- 
ly of  the  following  line:  Beginning  at  the  water 
near  Front  street,  thence  through  the  middle  of 
Porter  street  extended  and  Porter  street  to  Cen- 
tral square ;  thenee  acioss  Central  square  to  Bor- 
der streec;  thence  through  the  middle  of  Border 
street  to  the  line  dividing  Weeks's  wharf  from 
Jackson's  shipyard ;  thence  along  said  dividing 
lme  to  the  water. 

Ward  No.  2.  All  that  part  of  the  city  common- 
ly called  East Bostoo, which  lies  southerly  or  west- 
erly of  the  above-named  line  of  Ward  1,  together 
with  all  the  islands  in  the  harbor. 

Ward  So.  3.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the 
draw  on  Charles-Biver  Bridge;  thence  along  and 
including  said  bridge,  to  Prkice  street;  thevice  by 
me  middle  of  Priuce  street  to  Salem  street; 
thence  by  tne  middle  of  Salem  street  to  Hanover 
street;  tneuce  by  the  middle  of  Hanover  street  to 
(New)  Washington  meet;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Washington  street  to  Dock  square;  the  ce 
across  Dock  square  to  Devonshire  stre-t;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  Devonshire  street  to  Milk 
street;  thence  thioughthe  middle  of  Miik  street 
to  India  street;  thence  across  India  street,  to  the 
hue  dividing  the  former  Central  whaif  from  the 
former  India  wharf;  thence  along  said  line  of 
division  to  the  water;  thencs  by  the  waterfront 
to  the  lui'tof  beginning. 

Ward  So.  4.  Btgiuui  g  at  the  water  tt  the 
southerly  end  ot4Charles-Kiver  Bridge;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Prince  street  to  Salem  street;  thence 
by  the  uiidale  of  Salsui  street  to  Hanover  street ; 
thence  bv  the  mi  idle  of  Hauover  street  to  Wash- 
ington street;  theuce  by  the  middle  of  Wasbiug- 
ton  street  to  Dock  square;  theuce  -cross  Dock 
square  to  Devonshire  street:  thence  oy  the  mid- 
dle of  Devonshire  street  to  Si  ate  street,  northerly 
fork;  thence  by  the  middle  of  said  northerly 
fork  of  State  street  to  Court  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Court  street  to  Howard  street; 
thence  by  the  mirk  le  of  Howard  street  to  Bulriueh 
street;  thence  by  cue  middle  of  Bultiueh  street  to 
Bowdoin  square;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Bow- 
doiu  square  to  Cambridge  "street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  CamOridge  street  to  Lyi.de  street; 
theuce  by  tu-  midole  of  Lynde  street  toLeverett 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Leverert  street  to 
Cause  way  street;  theuce  by  the  middle  of  Cause- 
way street  to  Beverly  street;  riience  by  i he  mid- 
dle'of  Beverlj  street  to  Warren  Bridge;  thence  bj 
and  including  the  said  Warren  Bridge  to  the 
water  at  the  draw  thereon;  thence  by  the  water 
to  tne  peii.tof  begiuuiug. 

Ward  yo.b.  Beginrjine  at  the  water  at  the 
southerly  enti  of  Warren  Bridge ;  rheuce  by  the 
middle  of  Beverly  sueet  to  Causeway  street: 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Causeway  street  to  Lev- 
eiett  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Leveret  t 
street  to  Lynde  street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot 
Lyude  steet  to  Cambridge  sueet;  thence  bv  the 
middle  of  Cambridge  street  to  Blossom  street; 
tbsuce  by  the  middle  of  Blossom  street  to  Alleu 
Street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Allen  treet. 
across  North  Charles  street  to  the  line  between 
Taylor":  wharf  and  the  Hospital  wharf;  thence  by 
the  said  line  to  the  water;  thence  by  the  water  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  So.  C.    Brgmliiug  at  the  water  at  the  line 

'  between  Taylor's  wharf  and  tue  Hospital  wharf; 

the:ce  by  saie'  line  across  North  Chants  street  to 
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Allen  street;  thence  by  the  intddl  of  Allen  street 
co  Blossom  street;  thence  by  toe  iniddle  ot  Blos- 
som str»et  to  Cambria 2 e  street;  tbe-iee  by  tbe 
middle  of  Cambiidge  street  to  Hancock  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Hancock  street  to  Mt. 
Yercon  si. -eet;  tnence  bv  me  middle  ot  Mt.  Ver- 
non t  treet  to  tne  water;  thence  by  tbe  water  to 
the  point  ot  beginning, 

Ward  Xo.  7.  Bi  ginning  at  the  water  at  the  end 
of  Mt.  Vernon  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Mt.  Vernon  street  :to  Hancock  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Hancock  street  to  Cambiidge 
s.reet;  tbejce  by  th-  middle  of  (am  n  ge  street 
to  Bowdoin  siju  re;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Bowdoin  square  to>  Bultinoh  st.ett;  ihenee  by  the 
mi  (lie  of  Bulfioch  street  to  Howard  street; 
cheLce  by  the  midule  of  Howard  stree.  to  C<>urr, 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Court  street  to  the 
northerly  fork  ot  Stats  street ;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  said  northeily  torkot  State  street  to  Devon- 
shire street;  thence  bv  the  imiole  of  Devonshire 
street  to  Ei  coin  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Lincoln  street  to  Beach  sneer ;  thence  by  th-  mid- 
dle ot  Beach  street  to  Hudson  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Huo-on  stree.  to  K  eeiand  st  eet; 
thencs  by  tin-  middle  of  Kneeland  street  to  Eliot 
street;  thenc  by  the  middle  of  Eliot  street  to 
Tremont  street;  ttiencc  bv  the  midole  of  Tremont 
street  to  Boylston  street;  thence  by  thr  middle  ot 
Boylston  street  to  Arlii  gton  ttreet;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Arlington  strtet  to  Beacon  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Beacon  street  to  Otter 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Otter  street  to  the 
water,  thenco  by  ihe  (Titter  to  the  point  ot  be- 
gi  uiog 

/>  <inl Xo.  8.  Beginning  at  the  water  atthe  end  ot 
Otter  street;  thei  ec  by  the  middle  of  Otter  street 
to  I  eaoon  street;  ih  uce  by  thu  middle  of  Be<con 
street  to  Arlington  street,  thciu-e  ov  the  middle  of 
Arlington  street  to  Boylston  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  ot  Boylston  street  to  Carver  str-et;  thence 
uv  the  middle  of  Carver  street  to  Eliot  stieet; 
thence  by  the  iniddle  of  Eliut  street  to  Warren  ton 
street;  thence  by  die  middle  of  Warr*>uton  otreet 
to  Tremont  street ;  ibence  by  the  middle  ot  Tre- 
mont street  to  Cham  ler  street;  thence  bv  the 
middle  of  Chandlei  street  to  ths  junetun  of  Co- 
luu  bus  avei  ue  a  h  Dartmouth  sireet;  thenc  bv 
the  middle  ot  Dutniourh  stie  t  io  Warren  ave- 
nu-;  thence  oy  the  middle  of  Warren  avenue  to 
Colunbus  avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  >f  Cj- 
itiinbus  avenue  to  We?!  Chester  park;  tnence  bv 
cm  :ni  icie  of  West  Chester  park  to  thi-.  witter; 
thence  ay  the  water  t  •  the  point  of  beginning. 

]\'urd  Xv.  9.  Begmtri  ig  at  the  water  atthe  di- 
vining hie  between  Central  wharf  and  India 
wharf  as  formerly  e  tablisbed;  thence  along  said 
line  io  India  street;  thence  by  the  mnidle  of  India 
street  to  Milk  str»et;  thence  by  the  tniodle  of 
Milk  street  to  Devonshire  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  ot  Devonshire  street  to  Liuco  n  street; 
thence  by  the  midole  of  Ei:.coin  street  to  Beach 
street;  tlie.ee  by  the  middle  of  Beacb  street  to 
Hudson  street ;  thence  by  the  midule  of  Hudson 
Dtreetto  Koer-laud  streei;  tnence  by  tbe  middle 
of  Kneeland  str.-ei  to  Eliot  street;  thence  by  Hie 
midole  of  Eliot  sireet  to  ireaiont  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to  Boylston  strict; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Boylston  street,  to  Carver 
street;  thence  by  rhe  ir>i:dl«  of  Carvel  street  to 
Eliot  street;  thenc  bv  the  midole  of  Eliot  'treec 
to  W  r.encon  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Warrejton  street  to  Treni'  ut  >treet;  thence  by 
the  midole  ot  Tremont  street  to  BBasant  street; 
thence  by  the  midole  of  Pleasant  street  to  Wa  h- 
ingt  n  street;  thence  by  the  midole  of  Washing- 
ton sireet  to  Bine  stieet;  thence  bv  the  rniodlc  of 
Fine  streei  to  Harrison  avecue;  th.nco  by  the 
middie  of  Harrison  aveu  le  to  Way  street;  t*ieiic^ 
bv  the  middle  of  Way  street  to  Albany  i-treet; 
tin  .  ce  across  said  Albany  street  to  Broadway 
strert  aid  bridge ;  tnence  by  the  midole  of  Broad- 
way Str.  ct  ami  bridge  t  >  the  ...  ater  at  the  oiidole 
of  the  draw;  the.  ce  by  f>e  water  to  the  point  of 
beginning,  im  hiding  all  bridges  from  the  wester- 
ly si.ie  of  the  a  raw  ot  eacn. 

Ward  Xo. 10.  Beginning  at  the  water  m  the 
South  Bav  so  called,  at  a  point  opposite  to  the 
Crossii  g  ot  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  ^nd  Dorchts- 
ter  avenue;  the  ce  bv  the  water  fiont  to  the  end 
of  E  street,  including  all  bridges  from  the  easter- 
ly side  of  tbe  draw  thereof;  thence  from  the  end 
of  E  st:0et  by  the  middlp  of  said  E  St,  eet  to  West 
sixth  street;  ther.ce  by  the  mi-.dle  of  West  Sixth 
street  to  D  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  D 
stre'  t  io  tbe  Old  Colony  RaiUoa  i;  thence  bv  the 
line  of  tie  westerly  side  of  the  Old  Coiony  Iiail- 
ioad  to  the  point  of  beginning. 


WardXo  11.  Beginuing  at  the  wate  atrheeid 
ot  E  street;  thence  by  t  e  mi  die  of  E  street  to 
West  Broadway ;  thej.ee  by  the  midcle  of  West 
Broadway  to  Dorchester  street;  thenc?  by  the 
middle  of  Dorchester  Street  to  Old  Harbor  street; 
thence  bv  the  middle  of  Old  Harbor  street  to  the 
water;  thence  by  the  water  to  (he  pon,t  of  begin- 
ning. 

Ward  Xo.  12.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  a  point 
opposite  the  crossing  of  the  Old  Colony  Railioad 
and  Dorchester  aveoue;  thence  by  th..  water  bv 
the  line  of  rhe  westerly  side  ot  the  New  York  & 
New  England.  Raili  oad  and  by  said  li  e  to  a  point 
opposite  toe  line  of  Willow  com,;  thence  bv  said 
line  and  the  middle  of  Willow  court  to  Dorchester 
street;  t  ence  by  tb<r  middle  of  Dorches  er  street 
to  Mount  V  inon  street;  thence  by  tbe  middie  of 
Mount  Vernon  street  a.  d  the  line  of  the  same 
co.  tinned  to  tbe  water;  thenco  by  the  water  to 
tbe  end  oi  Old  Harbor  stre  t;  the  ce  by  the  u.id- 
dle  ot  Old  Haiboi  str.-.  t  to  Dorchester  street; 
the  ce  by  the  oei.ldle  of  Dorebes  er  streer  to  W:st 
Broadway;  induce  by  the  middle  of  Wesi  Broai- 
way  to  E  street;  thecce  by  tbe  middle  of  E  St. eet 
to  We  t  .sixth  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Weu  Sixth  street  t,>  D  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  D  treet  io  the  Old  Colony  Rail,  oad  ;  thence 
by  the  southwesterly  line  of  raid  rai'road  to  the 
point  ot  beeii  niDg,  Including  in  said  waul  the 
above-named  paitsof  the  Old  Col  my  a  d  the  New 
York  &  NewEnglaud  railroads. 

Wwrd  Xo.Vi.  Beginning  at  the  wad  at  the 
southwesteily  side  of  Broadway  street  and  bridge; 
theme  by  the  southwesterly  ,-ide  ot  said  street 
a'id  bridge  to  Alba.y  street;  thence  across 
Aibaa.v  street  to  Way  street ;  th  nee  oy  the  mid- 
dle of  Way  st  eet  to  Harrison  avenue;  thence  by 
the  middle  ot  Ha.risou  avenue  to  Pm-str-et; 
the  re  by  toe  Middle  of  Bin.;  stieet  co  Washiog- 
ton  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Washington 
stieet  to  Pleasant  street  •  tiieoce  .:y  the  mioole  of 
Ble  .sa^t  street  to  Tzem  mt  street;  tu.  nee  by  the 
middle  ot  r.mont  street  to  Chandler  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  haad'er  street  to  Berke- 
ley street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Berkeley 
sirett  to  Tremont  street;  thei.ee  by  the  inidele  of 
Trenont  street  to  Mil  ford  street:  thence  by  che 
mimile  of  Milford  street  to  .-ha  ni.t  avenue; 
tueuce  across  Shawmut  «,veDie  'io  Bradford 
stieet;  the  ice  by  the  middle  of  Bradford  street 
to  Med f old  court ;  thence  by  th*-  mi  idle  of  Med- 
ford  coti.t  to  Washi.  gton  street;  thence  across 
Washington  streer  to  Ashland  place;  then,  e  by 
the  midcie  of  Ashland  place  to  Hairisou  avenue; 
thence  Dy  the  middle  of  Hariison  avenue  to 
Bristol  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Bristol 
street  to  Albany  ;t.eet;  th.nce  across  Albany 
streei  to  the  water;  thence  by  the  water  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Xo.  14.  Beginning  at  tbe  water  at  a 
point  opposite  to  tbe  end  of  Bristol  street;  thence 
On  a  line  to  said  street,  an.)  by  tbe  middle  ot  Bris- 
tol street  to  Harrison  avenue;  tbecce  by  the  mid- 
dle ot  Harrison  avenue  to  Ashland  place;  thence 
by  ths  middie  of  Ashland  place  to  Wasbk.gton 
street ;  thence  across  Washiagtou  street  io  Med- 
io, d  court;  theoce  by  the  miadle  of  Medfotd 
court  to  Bradford  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Bradfo  d  street  to  Shawmut  aveoue;  thence 
acioss  Shawmut  avenue  to  Milfoid  stie  t;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Milford  street  to  Tremoat  stieet; 
thence  bv  the  middle  >,r  Tremont  street  to  Berke- 
ley streei ;  Whence  by  the  middle  of  Berkeley  stieet 
to  Coandler  street;  thence-  by  the  middle  of 
Chandler  street  to  th  -  junction  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue and  Dartmouth  street;  ther.cp  by  the  middle 
of  Danmouth  street  to  Trernoni  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Tremont  street  io  Brookliue  street; 
th  uce  by  the  micdleof  Biookline  aodEast  Brook- 
lii  e  streets  to  Alban.  street;  tbtnee  acioss  Al- 
bany street  to  t'ae  northea.-t  line  of  the  city  prop- 
erty comiuoJy  called  tbe  Bavi  g  Depot;  theuce 
by  said  line  across  the  water  to  t_e  westerly  line 
ot  the  New  Y;rk  &  New  England  Railroad; 
thence  by  said  bneard  the  adjacent  aud  co.  tiu- 
uous  lines  of  Wards  10  and  13  to  tbe  point  of  be- 
ginning. 

.  Ward  Xo.  15.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the 
noi  theast  line  of  tbe  before-named  Paving  Depot 
beloimi  g  to  he  city;  thenc.:  along  said  line  to 
Alba i. y  street;  thei.ee  across  Albany  .~trec-t  to 
East  Brook. me  street;  thence  by  th'^  miodle  of 
East  Biookline  and  Brooklme  I  treets  to  Tremont 
street;  thenc-  bv  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to 
Dartmouth  struct;  ther.ee  by  the  middle  of  Dart- 
mouth sneet  to  Waiier  s venue;  toeoce  by  the 
middle,  ot  Warre.,  avenue  to  Columbus  Avenue; 
tbe.ics   by   tbe   midole  of  Columbus   avenue    to 
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West  Chester  park;  thence  by  tire  niidolt  of  West 
Chester  park  to  the  northwesterly  side  of  the 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad;  thence  by  said 
Bo'ton  &  Providence  Railroad  to  Camden  streer ; 
thence  by  the  midcl?  of  Camden  street  to  Wash- 
ington streei  ;  thence  Dy  the  middle  of  Washing- 
ton street  to  Lenor  street  extended;  tie-nee  by 
the  midcle  of  Lenox  street,  or  the  extersirm 
thereof,  to  Fellows  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Fellows  sties t  to  Noithampton  street;  thence 
across  Northampton  street  to  the  Roxbury  canal ; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  the  Roxbuiy  Canal  to 
the  line  across  Souih  Bay,  forming  j  art,  of  the 
southwesterly  boundary  of  Ward  14;  thence  oy 
said  line  to  the  point  o£  beginning. 

Ward  No.  16.  Begin  ting  at  the  crossing  of 
Camden  street  and  the  Bosion  &  Providence  Rail- 
road; thence  l>y  the  northwesterly  line  of  said 
lailioad  to  Cottage  o-lace;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Cottage  place  to  Trunont  street;  rhence  by  ine 
middleof  Tremont  street  to  Clay  street ;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Clay  street  to  Elm  wood  street; 
thence  by  'be  middle  or  Elmwood  street  to  Rox- 
bury street;  tnence  oy  the  middle  of  Roxbury 
streei  to  Washington  street;  the  ce  by  the  middle 
of  Washington  street  to  Camden  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Camden  street  to  the  point  of.  oe- 
ginwog. 

Ward  No.n.  Begin  .ing  at  a  point  oa  the  be- 
fore described  li  le  of  Ward  14  (across  South  Bay 
from  the  Pavu  g  Depot  to  the  New  York &  New 
England  Railroad),  at  itsintersection  with  the  line 
of  Roxburv  Canal ;  thencf  by  the  middle  of  the  Rox- 
bury Canal  to  Fellows  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Fellows  street  to  Le<  ox  street  or  the  extension 
thereof;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Lenox  street  or 
the  extension  thereof  to  Washington  street; 
thence  oy  the  middle  o£  Washicerton  street  to 
Warten  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Warren 
street  to  Dudley  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Dudley  street  to  Grenville  stieet;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Grenville  street  to  Winthrop  -treet; 
thence  by  the  mulnle  of  Winthrop  street  to  Blue 
Hill  avenue ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  to  Quincy  street;  thenon  by  the  middle  of 
Qaincy  stieet  to  Columbia  street;  thence  by  the 
middleof  Columbia,  Boston  aid  Dorchester  streets 
to  Willow  court;  thence  by  th:  niddle  of  Willovv 
court  and  the  line  thereof  extended,  to  the  west- 
erly side  of  the  New  York  &  New  Engiaud  Rail- 
road; thence  by  the  water  along  the  westerly  side 
of  said  railroad  to  the  line  across  South  Bay  be- 
fore described  as  a  bouodary  of  Ward  14;  ibnce 
by  i  aid  line  to  tne  point  of  begioning. 

Ward  No.  18.  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the 
northwest  side  ot  the  Bostun  &  Providence  Rail- 
road, opposite  to  the  end  of  Cottage  place ;  thence 
by  the  northwesterly  hue  of  said  railroad  to  the 
crossing  with  Centre  stieet;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Centre  street  to  Highland  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Highland  street  to  Marcella  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  ot  Marcella  street  to  Wash- 
ington street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Washing- 
ton street  to  Townsend  stteet;  thence  bv  the  mid- 
dle of  Towostnd  and  Quiucy  stieets  to  Blue  Hill 
avenue ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blue  Hill  avenue 
to  Winlhrop  street;  th>  nee  by  the  middle  of 
Winthrop  street  to  Grenville  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Grenville  street  to  Dudley  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Dudley  street  to  War  eu 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Waireu  street  to 
Wasningron  street;  tnence  by  the.  middle  of 
Washington  street  to  Roxbuiy'street;  tnecceby 
the  middle  of  Roxbury  street  to  Elmwoo  o  street; 
thence  bv  the  middle  of  Elmwood  street  to  Clay 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Clay  streei  to 
Trernout  stteet;  then  e  by  the  middle  of  rremont 
street  to  Village  place;  thence  by  the  middleof 
Village  place  and  the  line  thereof  across  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad,  to  the  point  of  begin- 
ning. 

Ward  No.  19.  Beginning  at  the  water'  on 
Charles  River  at  a  point  opposite  the  end  of  West 
Chester  park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Westches- 
ter park  to  the  northwesterly  side  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad;  thence  by  the  northwesterly 
line  of  said  railroad  to  its  crossing  with  Ceutre 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Centre  and  Per- 
kins streets  to  Pond  street;  thence  by  the  mm  die 
of  Pond  street  to  the  boundary  between  Boston 
and  Brooklme;  theoce  ooitherly,  then  westerly 
and  then  southerly,  to  ihe  boundary  of  Newcon, 
near  ttie  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir;  whence  by  the 
boundaiy  between  Newton  and  that  part  of  Bos- 
ton formerly  called  Brighton,  to  Charles  River; 
thence  bv  the  water  to  the  point  of  beginmug. 

Ward  No.  20.  Beginniug  at  the  boundary  line 
between  Boston  and  Brookliue  at  the  crossing  with 


Pond  street,  thence  by  the  middle  of  Pond  street 
to  Psikins  street,  tbei/ee  by  the  midole  of  Perkins 
and  Centre  streets  to  Highland  street,  thence  by 
the  rniodle  of  Highlano  streer  to  Marcella  street, 
thence  by  the  iniudle  of  Marcella  stieet  tn  Wash- 
ington strtet,  tnence  by  the  middle  of  Saawmut 
avenue  to  Townsend  street,  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Townsend  and  Qui'  cy  streets  to  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  thencs  by  the  middle  of  Blue  Hill  avenue 
to  Back  street,  thence  by  the  middle  of  Back 
street  to  trie  boundary  line  between  Boston  and 
Hyde  Park,  thence  by  "the  boundarv  lines  between 
that  part  of  Boston  formerly  called  West  Roxbury 
and  ihe  adjacent  towns,  rothe  point  of  bsginuing. 

Ward  21.  Beginning:  on  the  boundary  line 
between  Boston  and  Hyde  Park,  ai  the  crossiug 
with  Back  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Back 
stre-t  to  Blue  Hill  avenne;  theoce  by  the  middle 
of  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Qumey  stieet;  thece  by 
the  middle  of  QuiDcy  street  to  Coluniiia  street; 
thence  by  the  midale  of  Columbia,  Boston  and. 
Dorchester  stieets  to  Mt.  Vernon  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Mt.  Vernon  street  and  the  'ine 
thereof  extended  to  the  water;  thence  by  the 
boundaries  as  heretofore  e-tablished  of  that  part 
of  Bosion  formerly  called  Dorchester  to  the  point 
of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  22.  Beginning  at  the  water  on  the 
Charlestown  side  on  the  southwesterly  lice  of  the 
navy  yard,  towards  Caswell's  wharf;  thence  by 
said  lioe  co  Ananas  stieet;  thence  across  Adams 
street  to  Mt.  Vernon  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
ot  Mt.  Vernon  street  to  Mt.  Vernon  aveuue; 
thence  by  the  middl-  of  M*.  Vernon  avenue  to 
Chestnut  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Chest- 
nut street  'o  the  easterly  part  of  Monument 
square ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  the  said  easterly 
part  of  Monument  square  to  High  street;  rhence 
by  the  middle  ot  High  street  to  Walker  street; 
thence  through  the  middle  of  Walker  street  to 
Main  stieet;  rhence  through  the  middleof  Main 
street  to  Lincoln  street;  thence  thiougb  the  mid- 
dle of  Lincoln  street  and  the  hue  thereof  extended 
to  the  water;  thence  by  the  water  to  tbe  poiut  of 
beginning. 

Ward  No.  23.  Begioning  at  the  corner  of  High 
and  Pearl  streets;  thence  oy  the  middle  of  Pearl 
street  ro  Medtord  street;  thence  by  th"  middle  of 
Medford  streei  to  the  easterly  hue  of  Brooks's 
wbaif;  thence  by  said  Hue  to  the  boundary  liue 
in  the  Mystic  River  between  Boston  and  Everett 
and  Chelsea;  theace  along  -aid  line  to  the  oorth- 
easterlv  line  of  thj  uavj  yar  f:  thence  along  the 
said  liue  to  Adams  street;  thence  along  Attains 
street  on  the  northwesterly  line  of  the  navy  •  aril 
to  Mt.  V°rnon  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Mt.  Vernon  street  to  Mt.  Vernor  avenue ;  thence 
by  the  middle  o£  Mt.  Vernon  avenue  to  Chestnut 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Chestnut  street  to 
the  east  side  ot  Moou  nent  square ;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  the  ea«t  side  of  Monuneut  sqcaie  to 
High  street;  tnence  by  the  rnidula  of  High  street 
to  the  point  of  b°siiiriiog. 

Ward  No.  24.  All  that  part  of  Boston  formerly 
known  as  Charlestown  and  not  compn-ed  in 
Wards  22  and  23  as  before  oescribed.  Beiur.  all 
that  part  ot  Bo<=to-.i  as  aforesaid  lyiug  westerly  or 
northerly  of  th  following  line:  Beginui"ii  at  ihe 
water  at  a  point  opposite  the  end  of  Lincoln 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Lincoln  street  to 
Maiu  street;  thence  by  th-  middle  of  Main  street 
to  Walter  street;  thence  oy  the  middle  if  Walker 
street  to  High  street:  taence  oy  tne  middle  of 
Hi<rh  street  to  P-arl  stieet:  rhence  bv  the  inidrHe 
of  Pearl  street  to  Men  ford  streei;  thence  bj  the 
middle  of  Medtord  stieet  to  the  easterly  line  of 
BrooUs's  wharf;  thence  by  said  line  to  the  water. 

Secf.  No.  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on 
and  after  the  lotn  day  of  November  next. 

The  report  aud  t'12  accompanying  map  slmwiuc 
the  ward  line'  were  laid  on  the  table  auo  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    BOARD     OF    ALDERMEN     FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  and  requests  of  Si  boo]  Committee  sev- 
erally referred  in  t  onounence,  and  reports  of  city 
officers  placet,  on  file. 

Reference  to  Committee  ou  Overseers  ot  Poor  of 
a  message  from  the  Mayor  announcing  the  death 
of  Dr.  Ira  Alloc,  with  iostructions  fir  said  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  candidate  to  fill  vacancy  in 
the  Board  of  Overseers.    Concurred. 

Reports  of  laave  to  withdiaw  on  petitions  of 

1.  A.  P.  Crisp  ct  at.,  for  abatement  of  tax  of  1871; 

2.  A.  C.  Baldwin,  that  tax  of  1S73  on  bis  property 
be  refunded;  3.  D.  D.  Stackpole,  that  a  certain 
portion  of  his  tax  be  refunded.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 
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Report  no  fuither  action  necessary  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bill  of  Sampson,  Daver port  &  Co.,  for 
taking  decennial  census. 

Mr.  Whitinore  of  Ward  4—1  desire  to  make  a 
brief  personal  explanation  in r°>ara  to  a  reference 
rnaue  to  me,  because  the  head  of  the  Buitauof 
Statistics  was  uot  quite  satisfied  with  ihowayin 
which  the  repoit  slants.  We  have  had  a  conver- 
sation and  have  come  to  a  perfec.  agreement  as  to 
what  was  said,  and  I  tec  leave  to  make  a  brief 
statement  iu  regard  to  it  to  th  following  effect: 
I  had  an  i.itervi-  w  with  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of 
Industrial  Statistics  in  March,  while  the  act  was 
being  fram-d,  at  which  time  he  expressed  the 
belief  that  the  Bostou  employes* could  not  be  paid 
from  the  approoiiatiuii  bill  cben  pending  or  just 
passed.  I  suggested  mat  an  additional  appropri- 
ation might  be  asked  for,  or,  at  the  worst,  the  city 
might  advance  the  money  rroui  October  to  Jan- 
uary- Afterwards  I  •.-a*  assured  by  a  representa- 
tive from  this  city  that  th»  appropriation  was  all 
right,  and  I  never  inquired  further,  mor  did  I  have 
occasion  to  see  Col  on  il  Wright  afterwards,  it  is, 
perhaps,  to  be  regretted  that  I  did  not  see  him,  as 
in  that  case  the  whole  discussion  would  ncver 
have  arisen.  I  have  seen  Colonel  Wright  recently, 
and  he  agrees  entirely  in  this  staternenr.  It  may 
be  we'l,  therelorp,  to  let  ihe  matter  rest,  with  the 
understanding  rti&t  both  the  bureau  and  the  com- 
mitted have  endeavored  throughout  lo  act  harmo- 
niously and  for  the  public  interest. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

Report  that  the  claims  of  C.  P.  Burke,  Charles 
Davis  et  al.,  lor  damages  to  their  estates  on  North- 
ampton-street Distiict,  havn  be.-u  satisfactorily 
adjusted.    Accepted. 

Certificate  of  election  of  Thomas  Garfield  as 
Trustee  of  the  Public  Libiaty,  in  rdace  of  D.  S. 
Cuitis,  resigned.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynu  of 
Ward  7,  the  elocion  was  postponed  for  one  week, 
to  allow  members  who  desiie  to  vote  for  another 
candidate,  Hon.  George  S.  Hifard,  to  procure  the 
ballots  which,  by  some  inadvertence,  -  ere  not  on 
the  table  this  evening. 

Order  for  a  reduction  of  §109.60  from  the  as- 
sessment on  the  estates  of  Charles  Davis  on  • 
Northampton-street  District,  ihe  same  having 
been  erroneously  levied.  Read  twice  and  passed. 
Report  and  order  to  alio*  the  Winmsimuiet 
Ferry  Co.  to  use  the  north  slip  of  the  Souta  Ferry 
on  the  boston  side  tor  ten  days,  while  the  work  of 
di  edging  is  being  done  in  front  of  their  slip.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  the  Collector  of  Taxes  to  receive  a  de- 
posit of  money  to  abide  the  results  of  certain  suits 
now  pending  against  the  city,  in  relation  to  as- 
sessments on  John  M.  Way,  for  the  cons. motion 
of  a  sewer  in  Copelaud  street;  and  authorizing 
the  Mayor  to  execute  a  lelease  of  all  claims  of  the. 
city  upon  the  estates.  Read  twice  and  passed. 
Report  and  order  authorizing  a  contract  for  a 
new  fetry  boat,  and  for  the  transfer  ot  $20,000 
from  the  unexpended  balances  of  items  iu  the 
ferry  appropriation,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
same  for  the  present  financial  year;  the  renam- 
ing sum  of  $30,000  to  be  provided  by  taxation  next 
year.  Order  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  and  passed— yea?  53,  nays  0. 

Order  for  the  Conrnictee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
procure  ward  rooms  for  W«  rds  20,  21  and  22,  to  be 
used  at  the  November  election,  and  to  select  and 
report  to  the  City  Council  suitable  ward  rooms 
for  all  the  wards  under  the  new  division,  to  be 
used  at  the  December  election.  Read  twice  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  morion  of  Mr. 
Moirison  of  Ward  9,  and  passed. 

Report  and  mderfora  transfer  of  $3400  from 
the  Reserved  Fund,  to  be  added  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Treinont-street  Mall  Curb.  Order  tead 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  ti.otion  of 
Mr.Guildot  Waul  6, and  rejected  (two-thirds  bniog 
necessary)— yeas  44,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Beal,  Brackett,  Bur- 
gess, Collius,  Crocker,  Cushing,Cushman, Damon, 
Day,  Deveieux,  Pelt,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpati ick, 
Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hicks, 
Hiscoc!!,  Howes,  Jaques,  Kelley,  Kimball,  Kings- 
bury, King-Jey,  Leighton,  Loring,  Moley.Mooney, 
Morrison,  Newton,  Paiker,  Pierce,  Power,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sweetser,  Tiain,  Trull,  Wadsworth, 
Walbi  id  ge,  Walsh,  Wilbur-44. 

Nay>-Messrs.  Clarke,  Edwards,  Noyes,  'Pitch- 
er, Whitmore,  Willcutt,  Wilson— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barry,  Btiit, 
Burditt,  Cawley,  Coyle,  Curtis,  Dugsan,  Harngan, 
Lappen,  Long,  Murray,  Osborne,  Page,  Peabody, 
Perkins,  Rice,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Stacev, 
^hucomb,  Woods— 22. 


CHARLES  HCLBEBT'S  ESTATE. 

A  report  and  order  came  down  for  ao  abatement 
at  $369.72  torn  the  tax  of  1874  on  the  esiate  ot  the 
late  Charles  Halbert. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  W*.rd  5— Common  justice  and  fair- 
ness to  the  citizees  and  taxpayers  of  Boston  de- 
mand that  a  better  explanation  shoulo  be  made. 
Do  I  understand  from  the  report  that  the  asses-- 
tut  lit  of  fiftv  per  cent,  in  advance  is  to  be  abated  ? 
The  Presideut-That  is  the  wordiogof  tn^  jepo'-t. 
The  Chair  understands  that  it  is  proposed  to  give 
to  the  estaie  of  Mr.  Hulbert  what  he  would  nave 
been  entitb  d  to  had  ae  been  living. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  honotable  Alderman  has  gone 
to  thai  long  home  from  which  no  taxpavei  or 
traveller  returns;  but,  sir,  be  w„,s  in  th&  receipt  of 
a  large  income,  and  because  he  was  an  Alderman  he 
should  not  receive  any  more  consideration  tha  .  a 
member  of  che  Common  Counci1  or  ?.u  humble  poll- 
tax  puyer  of  $2.  I  don't  ri*e  to  object  to  the  or- 
der, but  I  desire  mors  explanation.  I  have  had 
notice  from  some  of  my  constituents  that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  poll  taxes  assessed  unon  them  is  to  be 
enforced  oy  the  Collector  this  year,— that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  $2  poll  tax  which  the  poor  man  has 
not  ceen  able  io  pav  is  to  b°  enforced  upon  him. 
Well,  sir,  but  here  is  the  estate  of  an  Alder- 
man, with  a  laige  propertv,  wher»  the  tax  i« 
to  bo  reduced  $369.72.  That  will  pay  the  poll 
taxes  of  many  poor  people  of  Bostoo.  It  may 
be  right,  but  I  want  more  explanation  cnan  is 
given  iu  that  report.  Mr.  Hulbert  left  a  large 
property— I  had  almost  called  him  a  millionnaire 
— and  alter  bis  decease  it  is  proposed  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  tbeletial  taxes  assesed  upon  him. 
Is  that  justice  and  equality  to  every  citizen  of 
Boston?  I  waat  some  one  of  the  committep  to 
give  the  reason  for  it  more  fully  cbaa  the  report 
states.  The  millionnairs  dies  and  hi3  tax  is  re- 
ducen ;  the  poll  tax  of  two  dollars  is  to 
be  enforced,  and  the  poor  man  impressed — 
ii  may  be,  sent  to  the  commou  jail— if  he 
doss  n't  pay  it.  Give  us  justice;  give  us 
equal  rights;  that  is  all  I  ask.  If  anv 
gentleman  will  rise  in  hisplace  and  state  toe  lea- 
son  for  a  recuction  of  this  tax,  I  will  vote  tor  it; 
but  until  I  see  the  necessity  of  it,  I  will  not  vote 
for  it.  It  is  gross  inequality  to  the  people.  I 
want  this  question  answered  in  justice  aud  fair- 
ness to  the  citizeus  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Harrigai  of  Ward  1—1  am  oti  tfe  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  thy  Assessors'  Department,  aod  neither 
the  assessors  nor  the  committee  have  been  able  co 
find  the  propertv  that  Mr.  Hulbort  was  reputed 
to  be  worth.  We  called  witnesses  before  us, 
questioned  his  executors,  and  tailed  to  find 
that  he  was  worth  so  much  at  the  time 
of  his  death  as  he  had  been  assessel. 
I  am  sorry  I  cannot  spread  myself  like 
my  frisndfiom  Ward  5;  but  I  could  n't  do  it  if  it 
was  to  save  my  soul.  But,  Mr.  President,  when  a 
poor  man  who  is  assessed  for  a  poll  tax  of  $2 
comes  before  that  commit; ee  we  use  him  just 
the  same  as  >•-  c  do  an  ex-Alderman.  We  failed 
to  fiud  the  amount  that  Mr.  Hulbeit  was  assessad 
for,  and  we  have  ieported  this  order.  I  don't 
know  that.  the. committee  is  called  upon  to  go  into 
all  the  cechcicalities  of  assessing;  but  we  figured 
the  marter  dowij  very  close,  and  found  that  Mr. 
Hulbeit's  estate  ought  not  to  have  been  taxed  so 
much.  We  reported  the  order  in  good  faith,  and 
not  because  he  w,s  an  ex -Alderman  and  a  rich 
man,  hut  because  we  intend  to  do  equal  and  ex- 
act justice  and  no  more. 

Mr.  Sbaw— I  doa't  desire  to  sptead  myself  on 
anything.  I  stand  up  here  for  the  people's  rights, 
and  my  frieod  from  the  mermaid  ward,  if  he  sees 
tit  to  e  o  so,  may — 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  please  re- 
frain from  designations. 

Mr.  Shaw-.-I  go  for  the  peopls's  rights,  and  I 
only  askeu  ;.o  explanation  before  this  body.  It  is 
a  matter  for  us  to  pass  upon  and  I  am  to  be  satis- 
fied that  it  is  right.  We  all  know  the  power  that 
is  brought  to  bear  here  by  v.ealth  aud  influence — 

Mr.  Harrigan — I  wont  allow  any  membei  of  this 
Council  to  impute  undue  influence  to  that  com- 
mittee, for  they  do  not  deserve  it. 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
proceeds  he  will  abstain  from  any  allegations 
whatever.  The  oraer  appears  to  be  perfectly  just 
and  equitable.  If  the  gentleman  does  not  under- 
stand it,  the  Chair  will  be  happy  to  read  it  again. 

Mr.  Shaw — The  gentleman  understands  the  or- 
der, and  don't  ask  any  explanation  from  any  one. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  confine  him- 
self to  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw— In  saying  tDat  we  all  know  the  iuflu- 
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etico  which  wealth  brings,  I  said  nothing  about 
nis  conainittee.  I  undsrstand  it  perfectly  well.  I 
ask  do  explaoatio  >  tiooa  the  Chair  01  anybody 
else.    I  have  a  rigbt  to  stand  here — 

The  Preside ot— Yoa  have  the  rijht  to  ask  ques- 
tions and  explanations. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  the  rifht  to  ask  questions— 

The  President — You  will  proceed  10  th=  oiscus- 
sion  vithout  further  comment. 

Mr.  Snaw— I  shad  proceed  ii  the  order  which  I 
Shall  think  fit.  Mv  argument  and  point  is  this, 
and  in  arguing  and  illustrating  mv  point  I  say 
that  I  know  the  power  and  influence  wbich  wealth 
brings.    Icharge  no  improper  motives  to auvboov 

Mr.  Jaques  or  Ward  9 — I  rise  to  a  poiot  or  order. 
The  gentleman,  for  the  sake  of  making  allusions 
and  introducing  all  sort*  of  expressions,  is  uot 
speaking  to  the  question  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw — Show  it. 

TbePiesident— The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  am  illustrating  my  point-,  and  that 
is,  a  reduction  is  proposed  in  a  certain  man's  tax, 
aud  upon  that  question  I  have  the  parliamentary 
right  to  speak. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  come  to  or- 
der; he  has  just  repeated  what  he  has  several 
times  -tated  berore.  and  be  is  entirely  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Shaw— The  question— 

Tbe  Piesulent — It  is  not  a  question  as  to  the 
right  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5;  hut  sim- 
ply a  question  as  to  the  ah:  tement  of  tax. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  piopose  to  slow  it  H-re  is  an  or- 
der for  an  abatement  ot  tax  upou  the  estate  of 
Charles  Hulbert  in  1874,  arid  I  asked  the  commit- 
tee to  give  reason*  for  it.  My  worthy  friend  from 
Ward  1  has  stated  his  rea?ons,  which  I  accepted, 
and  was  going  on  to  state  my  acceptance,  when 
be  undertakes  to  say  I  spread  myself  upon  it. 
I  spread  myself,  and  state  ths  fact  that 
Mr.  Hulbert  died  a  rich  man  and  it  is 
proposed  to  abate  his  tax.  The  gentleman  has 
given  as  a  reason  that  the  Assessors  did  n't  find 
that  amount  of  prooerty.  I  accept  that  as  a  oer- 
fectlv  good  reason  ana  my  worthy  personal  friend 
cannot  take  issue  with  me  on  that.  But  when  he 
says  1  spread  myself,  he  does  me  great  injustice. 
I  asked  a  plain,  fair  and  squ -,te  question.  I  say, 
Mr.  President,  vhat  is  it  done  for?  It  is  done  for 
the  ourpose  of  reducing  rbe  tax  placed  upon  Mr. 
Hulbert's  property,  And  then,  sir,  I  state — for  it 
is  patent  to  this  community— that  rti«  man  wbo 
has  been  eleeted  Collector  of  Taxes  is  press- 
ing that  upoo  the  people  which  has  never 
been  pressed  before — the  collection  of  the  poll 
tax  of  $ 2.  It  has  never  been  done  in  the  history 
of  this  city — that  the  poor  man  shall  be  forced  to 
pay  the  pod  tax  of  $2;  and  that  is  the  legal  ap- 
plication of  this  matter.  It  is  upou  the  tax  ques- 
tion— the  amount  of  taxes  which  Boston  shall  get. 
That  is  the  question-. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  line  of  argument  and  Uie  st  U  mnils  made  by 
the  gentleman  have  nothing  to  do  \itb  the  order 
under  consideration.  It  is  n't  a  question  what 
othors  are  taxed,  but  simply  a  matter  of  thh  abate- 
ment of  tax.  If  the  gentleman  has  anything  to 
say;  bout  the  abatement  of  tax  he  is  in  order; 
otherwise  not. 

Mr.  Sbaw— I  asked  an  explanation  and  was  giv- 
ing my  reason. 

The  President — The  gentleman  i-'  out  of  ordei. 

Mr.  Sbaw— Tint  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair,  but  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak  out  of 
order. 

The  President — The  gentleman  will  take  bis  seat 
vuless  be  speaks  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  don't  propose  to  speak  out  of  order, 
lam  only  illustrating  mv  point,  wbich  is  this: 
that,  having  ascertained  since  the  death  ot  Mr. 
Hulbert  that  his  property  was  overtaxed,  t'os com- 
mitter have  a  right  to  abate  it.  The  gentle  nan 
has  given  his  ressons,  and  I  don't  object  to  them. 
I  had  the  houor  to  introduce  at  the  list  rneetiog — 

the  President—  the  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 
He  will  take  bis  seat  if  he  cannot  nioceeo  in  oidsr. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15 — The  gentleman  fiom 
Ward  5  evidently  misunderstands  the  report.  I 
understand  tl,at  the  committee  have  not  acted 
differ  en  tlv  from  what  the  Assessors  woul  1  have 
done  had  Mr.  Hulbert  been  living.  The  fifty  per 
cent,  was  added  for  his  Lot  making  the  return, 
and  tbe  sum  abated  is  the  same  that  would  have 
beeu  if  Mr.  Hulbert  had  lived,  or  if  the  case  had 
been  one  of  anv  other  citizen  of  Boston. 

The  Pres-dent— That  is  a  coirect  statement. 

Mr.  Haingan— It  w.is  >howu  to  the  committee 
that  Jir.  Hulbert  was  not  worth  so  much  as  he 


was  assessed  for;  that  he  did  not  own  certain 
railroad  bonds  for  which  be  was  taxed ;  that,  cer- 
tain (.th'i  bo  ds  had  greatly  shrunk  in  value.  If 
I  were  to  go  into  the  technicalities  of  ass-  ssing  I 
cou'd  explain  it  moie  fully,  out  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necesssry.  But  I  do  not  want  anything  wrog  im- 
puted to  the  committee, who  found  that  Mr.Hulbert 
was  rot  worth  so  much  as  he  was  assessed  for, 
ano  'herefoie  they  made  tbe  abatement.  It  was 
n't  dote  becaus-  Mr.  Hulbcrt  was  an  ex-Alder- 
man.   It  was  simoly  in  the  line  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  thmk  we  have  had 
enough  in  rhis  line  of  argument  and  I  on  >ve  ihe 
previous  questioc 

The  main  question  wa~  ordered  aed  the,  order 
was  read  twice  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

TERRACE  STREET. 

A  report  came  dowa  recommending  the  passage 
of  tbe  resolve  and  order  for  laying  out  Terrace 
street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $26,841 .30,  in  con- 
currence "llh.the  Street  Commissioners. 

The  report  was  acceptfd,  and  the  question  t. as 
on  giving  the  recolve  an  1  order  a  second  leading. 
•  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  asked  if  a  party  who  is 
to  give  20,000  feel  of  lar.d  had  given  a  bond  for  it, 
as  be  'aw  that  th  damages  are  put  down  oo  the 
schedule.  Sioce  the  petition  was  put  in,  a  build- 
ing has  been  erected  right  across  that  street.  He 
understood  the  street  was  to  be  built  by  ihe  day, 
aad  not  by  contract. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  said  the  street  is  to  be  built 
as  usual  bj  the  SupTioteudent  of  Streets  and 
Committee  on  Paving,  and  the  Committee  on 
Streets  only  -mid  such  streets  as  S  yett  streer  and 
Eastern  avenue.  He  charged  that  Mr.  Thacher 
bad  advocated  the  grading  and  ettecdiug  of 
Parker  street  at  five  times  the  cost  of  laying  out 
Terrace  street,  but  the  committee  deemed  that 
the  latter  would  se  ve  that  locality  for  th-  next 
tweoty  yeais  as  a  way  fiom  Tremonr  srrest  to 
Gore  avenue.  The  street  would  not  be  built  until 
the  bond  is  given. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  he  had  never  asked  that  any- 
thing be  done  to  Parker  street,  he  having  refused 
to  sign  the  petition  in  1859,  as  the  expense  for 
grf.de  damages  and  cutting  througa  the  street 
will  be  v-ry  great.  Some  of  tue  paitie-  who 
signed  this  Detition  live  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a 
half  fiom  Terrace  sr^eec  and  will  make  no  use  of 
it.  Itwas  started  a  yearbefore  he  k  ew  aryrhing 
about  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  the  rule  was  suspended, 
and  the  resolve  and  orjer  were  read  twicjaud 
passed  in  concurrence. 

PAT  OF  LABORERS  IN  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

An  order  cane  down  for  the    Committee    on 
Health  to  report  their  reasons  for  not  making  the 
pav  of  the  laborers  in  that  department  conform  , 
more  nearly  to  the  rate  esubli-hed  in  the  other 
deoartments. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  hoes  this  order  will  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  It  is" not  in  th?  power  of 
.he  Joiut  Committee  on  Health  to  regulate  tbe 
salaiies  or  pay  of  the  laboring  men  in  the  Health 
Department.  In  1869  the  pav  <^f  th  >  lab  ril  g  aieu 
was  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Alderm-u— theu  con- 
stituting the  Board  of  Health.  There  is  quite  a 
number  ot  employe,  iti  that  department  known  as 
feeders,  dumpers,  teamsteis,  shovellers,  hel:ers 
and  sweepers.  Ou  May  24, 1869,  the  following  or- 
d  i  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldeunsn: 

"Ordered.  That  tha  wages  ot  the  employes  of  'he 
Health  Departme-it,  with  the  exception  of  me- 
chanic- ana  foremen  ot  van's,  be  Increased  at  an 
avetageof  four  dollars  per  month,  said  i  crease 
amounting  to  the  sun;  of  $17,000  per  annum." 

At  ameetiug  of  tbe  Coinmittei  on  Health  held 
ibe  first  day  of  November,  1871,  it  was  voted  to 
inciease  tbe  pay  of  helpeis  io  that  department  to 
$52  per  month.  Now,  the  order  offered  by  the 
econi  micai  Alderma  i  in  the  other  branch  is  that 
the  Coaimittee  on  Health  report  their  reasons  for 
not  making  the  pay  of  the  laloreis  conform  to  the 
rates  paiof  laborers  In  other  departments,  the 
pay  of  feeder;  is  uow  $66  per  mo.  th.  i  r  (1.86%  a 
day;  ot  (  utnpeis  $52  p'r  month,  or  $1.73Vj  a 
of  "teamsters— on  street  $56  a  in  u  nth,  or  $1.86%  a 
day;  ou  asaes  $52  a;month,  or  $1.73*;,  a  day;  oa 
oft  a  1  $48  a  month,  or  $1.73  Vs  a  day;  on  cesspools 
.-54  a  month,  or  $1.80  a  day;  sboveileis,  ,-."-4  a 
month,  or  SI. 80  a  day:  Ol  helpers— on  a*b  s.  .-.XI  a 
month,  or  $1.60-.,  a  day  ;  O  i  offal  [the  same,  and  on 
cesspool*  $52  a  month,  or  $1.73%  a  da*;  of  sweep- 
ers, $52  a  mouth,  or  $1.73%  a  day.  It  will  also  be 
found  that  there  is  no  additional  pay  received  by 
those  men  for  work  peifoimed  on  Sundays.  1 
have  the  authority  ot  other  members  of  the  Co  n- 
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initr.ee  on ,  Health  for  Faying  that  they  would  not 
reduce  the  pa.v  of  those  men  ojecei.t  lu  jus- 
tice to  the  poor  laboring  men  in  that 
department,  the  members  ot  the  Committee 
say  the.v  will  not  ieciuce  their  pay  to  make  it  con- 
form to  the  rats  the  economical  Alderman  in  the 
other  branch  ha«  seen  fit  to  it.trodu.ee  into  other 
departments.  After  this  statement  of  fails, 
which  I  took  from  the  pay  roll  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Health,  if  any  one  desires  to  reduce  the 
pay  of  thc-e  rne.i,  this  is  the  place  to  discuss  it, 
and  nit  refer  it  to  the  committee.  I  theretore 
move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  th«  order. 

Mr.  Homer  of  Ward  11— 1  think  the  irentleman 
misunderstands  in  part  the  character  of  the  order 
as  it  appears  upon  its  face.  As  it  read?, it  requests 
the  committee  cogiye  their  reasons  for  not  mak- 
ing ttu  pay  of  the  laborers  in  that  department 
conform  more  nearly  to  the  rates  established  in 
other  departments.  Now,  it  from  the  figures  he 
has  read,  the  rates  do  co  torm  to  ttm  reductions 
made  in  other  department',  therefore  when  the 
committee  report  upon  that,  they  will  state  the 
facts  read.  On  that  account  I  cannot  see  the  rea- 
son tor  any  objection  to  having  the  order  go  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Anderson  ot  Ward  3—1  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  3  witere  he  got,  those  fig- 
ures. I  fail  to  find  where  they  originated.  I  find 
on  the  pay  robs  that  the  pay  of  'he  helpers  is  $2 
a  day,  twenty-six  days  being  a  month's  woik,  and 
when  they  passed  that  order  in  November,  1871.  it 
was  voted  that  the  pay  of  the  laborers,  without 
any  designation,  should  be  $2perd?y,  and  how 
any  person  can  construe  it  otherwise  I  fail  to  see. 
The  book::  don't  say  any  such  thing.  In  1870  the 
pay  was  $2  a  day,  and  if  they  labored  on  the  Lord's 
L  .v  they  should  be  paid  in  proporcion,bultuy  have 
failed  to  find  it  so.  The  so.'tjerintende'o  t  has  said 
that  when  he  hires  men  it  is  petfectly  well  under- 
stood that  they  shall  work  night  aud  day  if  he 
calls  upon  them.  The  committee  don't  say  so. 
Now  ,  1  should  like  to  krow  why  the  Paving  De- 
partment should  attempt  to  lower  the  .ate  of  pay 
in  any  other  department?  Ic  has  been  shown 
that  the  men  in  the  Sewer  Department  receive 
$52  per  month,  and  I  will  say  for  the  information 
ot  the  gentleman  fros)  Ward  7  that  the  pay  al- 
lowed by  the  Committe?  on  Health  is  $54  to  $56 
per  month,  ot  26  working  days,  so  says  the  pay 
roll. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  don't  knov  where  the  gentleman 
attempted  to  get  his  information  from,  but  I 
obtained  mine  trom  the  pay  rolls  established  in 
1871;  \>t I  that  is  what  the  economical  Alderman 
from  "Ward  12  wants  t'  e  committee  to  examine 
into  and  reduce.  [At  the  request  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son, Mr.  Klynn  repeated  th?  salaries  paia  the 
seveial  classes  of  employes  as  given  above.]  The 
Committe;  on  Health  have  had  ibis  matter 
brought,  to  their  attention  bttore,  and  are  unani- 
mous that  no  reduction  should  be  made  in  that 
department  If  a  report  is  called  for,  I 
can  ,av  from  my  own  knowledge  that 
the  committ-e  will  make  just  such  a  re- 
poit  as  this  payroll  shows,  and  the.v  will  allow 
the  rate  of  pay  in  that  department  to  remain  as  it 
is  now. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6--I  hope  this  matter  will 
not  b  indefinitely  postpuued,  but  that  it  --411 
be  let  err  d  to  the  Committee  on  Health.  I  don't 
know  whether  the  order  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
laborers  or  anv  other  person.  I  care  very  little  at 
present  what  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Hsaltt ,  irdivulually  or  collectively.  It 
doesn't  seem  to  me  that  the  committee  shout  i  rise 
here  and  say  they  are  in  favor  oi  not  in  favor  of  a 
reduction.  What  we  wain  is  taat  the  committee 
shall  report  their  reasons  for  not  maku  g  any 
cnange  in  the  pav  of  the  laborers  in  that  depart- 
ment. I  don't  know  whether  a  reduction  or  an 
increase  is  contemplated.  1  don't  kno/.  huw  the 
pav  in  t>  at  department  compares  Tuitb  the  pay  ir 
other  departments ;  but  if  there  be  any  difference 
— whether  it  Le  higher  ot  lower— it  does  seem  to 
me  that  th;  reasons  tor  t;ie  reduction  or  increase 
should  be  reported  to  the  City  Council.  I  don't 
think  the  laborers  mi]  suffer  by  the  report,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  made. 

Mr.  J&qies  of  Ward  9— AaoL'aer  legitimate 
reason  for  not  postponing  this  matter  is  that  the 
Council  will  receive  bettei  information  by  the  le- 
port  man  the  figures  of  the  gei  tlernan  from 
Ward  5  are  calculated  to  g've.  ie  complains 
that  the  laborers  receive  low  wages,  and  no  extra 
pay  for  wo.-k  on  Sundays:  yet  in  all  bis  calcula- 
tions he  includes  Sundays.  For  instarce,  he 
sUtesthata  certain   class  receives  §52  a  month, 


and  divides  that  by  thirty,  giving  $1.73%  a  dav, 
when  the  sum  of  $52 is  ba«ed  upoo  twenty  six 
working  days  to  a  month.  All  his  calculations  are 
made  in  thaf  Way,  and  therefore  -ie  gives  a  talse 
impression.  If  the  gentleman's  figuies  are  tacts, 
we  are  paying  tbem  tor  every  Suniay  in  the 
month.  iu stead  of  nothing. 

Mi .  Flynn—  I'he  teamsters  are  obliged  to  work 
on  Sundays  in  taking  care  of  their  hurses. 

Mr.  Andercon — And  every  man  who  works  in 
that  department  is  obliged  to  put  in  an  appear- 
ance at  the  yard  on  Sundays,  otheiwise  he  loses  a 
day. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— As  I  read  the  revised  or- 
dinances in  regard  to  the  Bo  id  of  Health,  n  is 
within  their  power  and  prerogative  to  fix  the  pay. 
Let  us  not  put  the  onus  of  this  matter  upon  the 
Committee  on  Health,  but  where  it  belo.gs,  Sec- 
tion 7  ot  the  ivvised  ouiinances  says— 

''Sect.  7.  The  Board  of  Health,  as  heieby  con- 
stitute.'), shall  luve  and  exercise  all  the  pi. wars 
vested  in,  and  shall  perforin  all  the  du:ies  pre- 
scribed to,  the  City  Council  or  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men as  a  B  aid  of  Health,  under  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  now  in  toice;  nd  shall  have  oower  to 
appoint  such  subordinate  officers,  agents  and  as- 
sistants, iu  addition  to  those  hereinafter  designat- 
ed, as  they  may  deem  necessary;  aud  may  fix 
their  couipensatiou,  and  the  compensation  of  the 
Clerk  before  mentioned." 

It  is  entirely  within  the  power  of  that  biaid  to 
fix  the  compensation  as  obey  shad  sea  fit,  and 
nothing  else  can  be  done.  Let  us  not  put  the  onus 
ot  this  thing  upon  the  Committee  on  Health  ;  but 
let.  us  pur  it  where  it  belorgs— upon  the  Board  of 
Health.  That  is  where  it  is.  They  fix  or  unfix 
the  compensation.  They  do  as  tuev  see  fit.  They 
make  and  unmake.  They  ate  toe  responsible 
power  and  not  ihe  Con  mittee  on  Health. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  gei  tier  an  from 
Ward  5  i->  usually  correct  in  all  his  statements; 
but  I  think  he  has  fallen  iato  error  m  this  one. 
Section  7  ptovides,  as  he  says  [repealing  the  sec- 
tion], but  I  hardly  think  it  applies  to  anything 
moreiba-.  the  assistants  connected  with  then- 
office,  because  in  section  11  ot  the  same  oidio  nee 
it  says — 

"S'ect.  11.  Tne  said  Superintended  of  Health 
shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  on  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, have  the  care  and  superintendence  of  the 
city  teams  and  city  scabies:  and  he  shall  make  all 
necessary  arrangements  for  cleaning  the  streets, 
disposing  of  manure,  and  removing  house  dirt 
and  house  offal,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Board  of  Heilth." 

I  think  taat  section  "  refers  to  the  Boa  d  of 
Health  and  section  11  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Health  and  his  duties,  and  that  the  pay  of  the 
laboreis  is  fixed  by  him  uncer  the  direction  ot  the 
Committee  on  Health. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  would  also  draw  at- 
tention to  section  4,  on  page  52,  where  it  is  provid- 
ed that— 

"Sect.  3.  The  said  committee  shall  have  control 
of  all  the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  city 
teams,  the  city  stables,  I  oe  cleaning  of  cesspools 
and  streets,  the  collection  of  ashes  and  offal,  and 
the  employment  of  the  laborers  required  there- 
for." 

Mr.  Shaw — Tnere  isn't  a  word  said  with  regard 
to  fua.ig  the  compensation  in  either  of  the  sec- 
tions quoted  by  my  astute  legal  friends.  "Will 
they  read  me  those  words  in  either  of  the  sections 
quoted  by  them?  Whose  compensation?  Let 
m=  read  the  section  again,  if  the  gentleman  can- 
not get  it  through  his  wool.  [Mr.  Shaw  read 
section  7.]  I  challenge  them  to  show  me  "fix  their 
compensation"  in  any  other  section  of  this  act. 
If  they  can  do  so  I  should  be  happy  to  have  them. 

Mr.  Br  ackett  of  Wairi  10— It  seeans  to  me  that  it 
is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  Board  ot  Health 
or  the  Committee  on  Health  fix  this  compensa- 
tion, so  far  as  the  passage  of  this  older  is  con- 
cerned, because,  if  the  Board  of  Health  do  it,  all 
ths  committee  has  to  do  is  to  leportthat  they 
hav<- not  made  the  t ate  conform  to  that  of  the 
other  departments,  because  they  havt  nothing  co 
do  witb  it. 

On  morion  of  Mr.  Flynn,  thh  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  the  order  was  indefinitely  postponed 
—yeas  30,  navs  26. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson, Burgess, Collins, Coyle, 
Cushman,  Damon,  Devsreux,  Edwards,  Fitzpat- 
rick,  Flynn,  Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley, 
Lbighton,  Moley,  Mooney,' Noyes,  Osborne,  Power, 
Rice,  Sb*  w,  Stacey,  Thacber,  Train,  Tiull,  Walsh, 
Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 30. 
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Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Brackett,  Clarke,  Crocker, 
dishing, Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Goldthwait,  Guild, 
Harmon,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Jaqaes,  Kimball,  Lor- 
ing,  Morrison,  Newton,  Packer,  Pierce,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Swee;ser,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge,  Will- 
cutt— 26. 

Absent  or  cot  votiDg — Mes*rs.  Barry,  Bent, 
Burditt,  Cawley,  Curtis,  Duggan,  Harrigan,  Lap- 
pen,  Long,  Murray,  Page,  Peabody,  Perkins, 
Sampson,  Sibley,  Whitconib,  Woods — 17. 

EMPLOYMENT   OF  CRIMINALS  AT  DEER  ISLAND. 

The  oraec  requesting  the  Mavor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  lor  a  change  in  the  statutes  to  provide 
that  the  Board  of  Diiectors  of  Public  Institutions 
shall  be  subject  to  the  Citv  Cuuncil  in  the  mode 
of  employing  criminals  (City  Doc.  No.  71),  came 
down  with  a  substitute  order  fer  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  to  report,  if  any,  what  changes 
should  be  made  in  tue  statutes  and  ordinances  le- 
latiag  to  the  direction  ana  supervision  of  tbe 
Houses  ot  Correction,  lndusnv  and  Reformation, 
and  the  Lunatic  Hosoital,  in  ordsr  to  define  more 
clearly  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  directors,  the 
City  Coui  cil  and  Board  of  Aldermen  ;  also  an  order 
to  be  refened  to  tbe  Committee  oa  Ordinance,  for 
the  Mavor  to  petition  tie  Legislature  at  its  next 
session  to  amend  section  11,  chapter  178  of  tbe 
General  Statutes,  bv  inserting  after  the  word 
"Boston,"  in  the  second  line,  tbe  following:  "sub- 
iect  to  the  diiection  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen"; 
and  also  to  eDact  mat  "the  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  of  Boston  shall,  whenever  required 
by  the  City  Council,  exhibit  all  bookr,  precepts, 
documents,  accounts  and  papers  rel  .ting  to  the 
concerns  of  the  institutioos  under  their  charge  or 
to  the  detention,  confinement  or  employment  of 
any  person  therein;  and  furnish  any  information 
in  their  possession  respecting  the  same  that  may 
be  required." 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— I  m  ive  that  the  Coun- 
cil non-concur  with  th3  other  branch  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  substitute  order,  and  insist  upon  the 
order  as  originally  passed. 

Mr.  Team  ot  Ward  13— Being  upon  the  Board  of 
Directors  I  did  not  propose  to  say  a  word  upon 
this  matter;  but  I  was  very  much  interested 
in  readme-  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Aldeimen  where  the  suojacc  was  very 
thoroughly  discussei.  I  shall  not  attempt 
a  defence  of  tbe  action  of  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions,  for  noae  is  necessary 
— their  acts  speak  for  themselves.  But  I  think 
the  Council  should  adopt  tbe  substitute  order.  It 
gives  all  tuat  is  asked  and  more,  and  the  matter 
will  then  be  as  open  for  the  order  we  bave  al- 
ready passed  as  it  is  today.  Nothing  is  hidden  or 
concealed  there,  and  if  the  Aldermen  and  Com- 
mon Council  d-.siie  to  have  that  ord6r  passed 
again,  I  shall  be  happv  to  vote  tor  it.  But  I  hope 
we  shall  concur  iu  this  substitute. 
.  Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  Council  will  not 
adopt  the  substitute,  and  I  will  call  atteotiou  to 
its  exact  meaning.  It  is  a  matter  >vhicn  doe*  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  affect  the  public  institu- 
tions. The  worthy  Alderman  who  offered  tbe 
substitute,  and  who  was  also  oae  of  the  commit- 
tee tnat  made  tbe  report,  has  chosen — for  what 
reason  I  don't  know — to  take  a  course  directly 
opposed  to  the  report.  Instead  of  asking  for  a 
change  ia  the  law,  be  proposes  to  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, which  is  merely  an  attempt  to  delay  ac- 
tion by  either  branch.  Toe  only  reason  he  gives 
is  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  may  inves- 
tigate and  report  what  changes  are  necessary  to 
define  the  relative  powers  of  the  Mayor,  Common 
Council,  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions.  I  say  that  is  a  most  unnec- 
essary investigation.  It  is  preposterous  to  pass 
one  law  to  define  a  previous  law, when  the  la  v  as  it 
stands  is  self-evident.  Besides  ther«  is  no  I'eed  of 
its  going  to  the  Committee  on  Odiuauces.  We 
went  to  tbe  City  Solicitor  and  he  says  the  duty  of 
the  City  Council  is  to  find  the  money 
and  that  the  duty  of  the  Directors  is  to  spend  it. 
It  seems  to  me  that  after  considering  the  matter 
in  this  branch  and  voting  th?.t  we  wish  tbe  law 
changed  so  tbat  we  shall  bave  some  contiol  over 
the  money  we  appropriate,  it  is  wholly  unneces- 
sary to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
tell  us  whit  the  law  means.  I  doubt  if  there  was 
a  gentleman  in  this  room  the  other  uight  who 
voted  tor  rhe  order  without,  fully  understanding 
what  tbe  lav  meant.  But,  sir.  th*  matter  gets 
further  light  by  the  second  order  which  the  Al- 
derman introduced  and  niovtd  t  h  At  it  be  referred 
totb'i  same  committee.  We  all  know  that  the 
intent   of   this   move   is  that  hereafter  we  are  to 


petition  the  Legislature  to  give  the  Aldermen  the 
right  to  control  ihe  Dir-ctors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions. That  mav  b9  right  audpnpei,  but  I  desire 
the  Council  to  understand  it.  If  we  vote  for  this 
order,  we  accept  the  result  that  tbe  Common 
Council  can  have  nj  share  in  the  control 
of  the  Directors.  Instead  of  following  the 
advice  of  th?  Di  ectors  of  Public  Insti- 
tutions, I  hope  tbe  Council  will  see 
the  object  of  the  oroposed  change,  and  agi-e 
with  me  chat  it  is  to  take  from  the  Council  a  naht 
waich  belongs  to  it,  and  say  that  «•=  should  ha  ,-e 
a  voice  in  the  management  of  che  institution?. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— If  thin  matter  de- 
pended only  on  tbe  Council,  tbe  courage  ot  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  would  be  worthy  of  ad- 
miration; but,  untortunately,  it  requires  a  con- 
cuirenr  vote  to  pass  such  an  oider  as  this.  It  the 
gentlema  i  from  Ward  4  has  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  original  votd  adhered  to  by  the  Council, 
it  will  be  Door  satisfaction  to  him'to  read,  next 
Tuesday  noming,  that  the  Board  of  Alderaieu 
have  indefinitely  postponed  the  whole  matter.  I 
am  heartily  io  f.ivor  of  going  to  *orfc  in  this  mat- 
ter. Tbe  order  proposed  by  tbe  Board  of  Alder- 
men goes  farther  than  tn-it  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4.  It  asks  that  changes  not 
onlv  be  made  in  tbe  ordinances  but  in  the  ,-tat- 
utes  to  moie  properly  define  cue  duties  of  toe  Al- 
dermen, City  Council  and  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions. I  doo't  see  au\ thing  wrong  in  it,  and 
I  see  a  great  deal  ot  good  in  it.  The  Legis- 
lature will  not  tut-et  for  three  months— happily  tor 
the  Commonwealth— and  I  am  certain  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  will  give  the  xubject  due 
attention  and  report  upon  it  as  early  as  possible. 
It  will  take  away  no  rights  which  we  have  now, 
and  it  will  not  take  away  the  order  wbicb  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4 "proposed  to  this  Council. 
Wheu  thB  Committee  on  Ordinances  report,  if  it 
does  n'l  meet  with  bis  approval,  he  can  put  in  this 
ve i y  order  again.  I  don't  see  that  anything  is  to 
be  lost,  a  Lid  I  hope  the  order  from"  the  other 
bianch  will  be  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  WThitmore— I  would  be  much  obliged  if  the 
genlleman  svh  >  has  just  taken  his  >eat  would  in- 
form the  Council  iu  what  manner  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  will  oe  able  to  report  anything  use- 
ful iu  regard  to  changing  a  law  other  than  what 
has  been  presented.  If  the  committee  act,  as 
they  probably  will,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  order,  rhev  will  say  that  no  change  is  neces- 
sary;  that  the  duties  of  the  City  Council  and  Di- 
rectors are  defined  now,  except  in  regard  to  a  mat- 
ter about  which  we  don't  ca  e  a  str^w,  aud  that  is 
a  legal  ambiguity  which  arose  in  the  codification 
of  the  statutes  "by  which  the  same  power  was 
given  both  to  the'  Aldermen  auo  the  Directors. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  not  sufficient  ambigui- 
tyjin  the  Statutes  to  justify  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  look  into  it  and  report  a  thauge.  If  it 
hao  been  said  that  the  Committee  are  to  report  a 
scheme  to  equalize  or  modify  ot  change  the  rela- 
tive powers  of  these  two  bodies,  then  I  would  en- 
tirely agiee  with  it;  for  miles*  such  a  ch  • . go  is 
made,  whatever  they  do  will  amount  to  a  nullity. 
The  committee  will  report  something  hav- 
ing not  the  slightest  lefeience  to  whit  we 
voted  on  the  other  night.  I  must  say 
tbat  I  think  it  is  hardly  a  fair  argu- 
ment to  use  heie,  that  if  we  do  a  certain 
thing  the  aldarmda  will  not  do  so.  The  rhair- 
tnan  of  the  committee  which  reported  the  o.-der 
offered  a  substitute,  and  it  is  nerfectlv  natural 
that  the  Aldermen  should  take  the  action  thev 
did.  But  I  tin  ik  th?y  will  see  that  the  discussion 
between  the  two  branches  is  whether  the  Com- 
mon Council  shall  have  au>  share  of  the  power 
to  b  .  takeu  from  the  Directors.  I  doubt  if 
any  of  the  gentlemen  will  say  that  the 
Common  Council  should  not  have  such  a 
suare.  I  am  p  rfectly  Willi Qg  to  na  de- 
feated on  a  matter  "of  this  ki'.d.  If  the 
Aldermen  think  they  can  stop  all  reform,  when 
power  is  to  be  transferred  to  another  body.  I  -an- 
not  help  it;  but  it  may  happen,  upon  a  fair  show- 
ing, that  they  will  vote  to  share  the  power  with 
tins  body.  If  we  "end  this  order  back  to  tbe  Al- 
derme  i,'  saying  that  we  desire  this  change  in  the 
law,  I  doubt  very  much  if  it  would  not  be  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— I  don't  think  the  members  of 
this  Council  will  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  when  he  says  if  he  dou't  get  this  he  d  m't 
want  anything  at  all.  All  legislation  i-  made  up 
of  concessions,  and  if  I  don't  get  all  I  want  I  will 
take  all  I  can  get.  I  hope  tue  Council  will  not  say 
if  we  don't  got  what   w  9    want   we   will    bave   no 
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legislation  at  all.  I  think  the  Aldermen  have 
passed  a  very  sensible  order.  Ir,  not  only  covers 
the  order  of  the  gem  leruan  from  Ward  4,  but  it 
goes  faither— it  asks  tha  committee  to  in- 
quire into  everything.  If  is  so  bioad  that 
tue  committee  "can  report  an<  thing  they  see 
tit  in  regaro  to  the  government  of  these 
institutions.  He  thinks  hiso.dei  the  sum  of  eveiy- 
thing  connected  with  the  subject,  out  there  may 
toe  other  things  requiring  reforms,  and  if  anytuing 
else  is  to  toe  done  the  gentleman  will  havp  amole 
oppoitunitv  to  be  heard  before  the  committee.  If 
thev  don't  report  his  oider  in  substance  h<*  can 
offer  it  again. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  C— I  was  rattier -surprised, 
to  hear  from  the  genii:  man  from  Ward  i  tha---  we 
ought  i  ot  to  pav  any  regard  to  what  the  Alder- 
men have  none,  because  I  happened  to  hear  a 
somewhat  different  doctiine  from  him  in  regard 
to  the  order  concerning  the  City  Registrar.    On 

fiage  3G1  of  the  minutes  of  this  year  I  finu  the  fol- 
owing  remarks  of  the  gentlamau  from  Ward  4: 

"The  matter  has  been  voted  upon  by  the  ot  >er 
brain  h,  and  I  presume  there  i?  no  chance  of  he 
mnjoiitv  order  bene  passea  there.  To  pass  it  m 
Its  present  forms  is  time  wasted." 

I  supuose  the  gentleman  has  become  wiser  as 
he  ha*  grown  older. 

Mr.  Train— Standi'  g  aside  from  the  dignity  of  a 
Diiector  for  Public  Institutions,  as  a  membei  of 
the  Common  Council  I  will  say  one  word  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter;  and  I  will  go  back  to  the 
place  where  dus  matter  originated.  It  was 
desired  toy  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
and  one  ot  two  outside  geuiKmen  that 
there  should  toe  an  investigation  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  It 
was  ail  rig  at  and  proper  to  have  that  spirit.  The 
committee  were  met  in  the  proper  spirit  and  fur- 
nished with  all  the  information  they  desired,  or 
could  ototain  from  a  set  of  toooks  plainly  and  well 
kept.  The  chairman  of  that  committee  has 
changed  his  mud,  raid  has  seen  exactly  what,  the 
duties  of  the  Directors  are,  and  be  is  peifectly 
satisfied  that  it  would  perhaps  be  proper  to  have 
some  change  in  the  statute  giviiif.  the  Al- 
dermen or  City  Council  a  little  more  power 
to  inspect  the  institution*  or  procure  information 
than  they  now  have.  That  is  not  objected  to  by 
any  one.  There  is  nothing  to  be  concealed: 
everything  is  as  opeu  as  the  day.  Now,  so  rar  as 
the  management  of  the  institutions  is  concei  ned 
— I  am  speaking  now  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  for  I  am  only  a  half-fledged  Direct- 
or, and  what  has  been  done  there  was  done  by 
the  faithful  gentlemen  who  preceded  me  on  that 
board,  and  1  cancot  speak  words  enough  in  praise 
of  the  president— I  will  first  allude  to  a  statement 
I  saw  recently  in  a  St.  Louis  paper.  A  com- 
mitf-e  was  appointed  tbsie  to  investigate  the 
public  institutions  of  the  conntiy,  and  thev  visit- 
ed New  York,  Rochester,  Philadelphia  and  other 
cities,  and  after  returning  home  they  publisb  iu 
the  St,  Louis  R  publican  thai  the  city  in.-titutions 
of  Boston  are  the  best  managed  io  the  country, 
the  best  kep'  aud  the  oest  ordered.  No«v,  sir, 
with  a  record  like  that,  to  have  a  feeling  that  any- 
thing is  going  wrong  is  sorn. 'thing  which  I  ignore. 
But  so  far  a^  having  a  change  in  the  statute,  so 
that  the  City  Council  cau  have  more  control  of 
the  ustitutions,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have 
it:  and  that  is,  why  I  want  the  substitute 
of  the  Aldeimeu  adopted  here,  because,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  said,  it  covers  all  the  su- 
tboritv  that  the  City  Council  can  desire. 

Mi.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— If  I  had  be^u  in  the  habit 
of  calling  members  to  order,  I  should  have  inter- 
rupted the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  for  his  eulo- 
gy upon  the  Board  of  Directors.  Phey  aie  hoi  un- 
d°r  ois  ussion  here.  I  never  yet  called  a  man  io 
order,  '-.1  though  I  have  been  called  to  order  by  the 
wortl'yand  astute  gentleman.  JNow,  what  is  this 
matter?  The  gencltman  from  Ward  4  has  given 
more  study  to  this  mattt-r  than  all  the  otlie*  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  put  togethei.  The  proposition 
which  comes  here  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
committee  is  that '-his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  petition  the  Legislature, af  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  a  change  in  the  statutes  so  that  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk  the  Boa>  d  of  Directors  of  Public 
Institutions  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
City  Council  in  regard  co  the  mode  of  employing 
the  prisoners  under  its  charge,  and  so  that  it  shall 
be  obliged  to  furnish  full  and  frequent  reports  of 
the  manner  aud  results  ot  such  employment." 
Now  then,  this  comes  back  to  us  with  a  substitute, 
which  the  gentleman  from  Waid  4  objects  to,  and 
that  is  where  he  is  right.  It  is  proposed  to  put 
this  mattbf  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and    let  them  pass  upon   it,    after 


this  Cou  ocil  i  assed  upon  it  at  the  last  raeeang  by 
an  almost  unanimous  vote.  Shall  we  go  back 
upon  it?  I  in  astoni-hed  at  what  the  gentle- 
man from  the  Thirteenth  Ward  savs,  because  tue 
Aluetmen  say  so  and  «o— because  they  are  in 
favor  of  it— we  .should  concur.  What  are 
the  two  brauches  of  the  Government  for? 
Is  n't  it  that  one  is  a  check  upon  the 
other?  It  we  are  to  take  the  ipse  dixit  of  the  Al- 
dermen we  mav  juol  as  well  1  ave  but  out,  branch. 
"We  are  an  independent  body,  so  endowed  b*  the 
constituency  that  sent  us  heie,  and  not  to  toe  dic- 
tate i  to  by  the  other  branch,  sitting  in  it°  place 
and  acting  as  it  ha-  a  peifect  right  to  do.  Are  we 
to  cave  in  to  them  because  thy  have  done  =-o? 
The  proposition  ni  my  worthy  friend  from  Ward 
4  is  that  we  shall  petition  the  Legislature  that 
the  right  to  control  these  public  institutions 
be  uiven  to  the  City  Council.  Is  there 
a  citizen  of  Boston  whi  will  Dot  agree 
to  that?  To  whom  are  the  Directors  re- 
sponsible? To  nobody.  They  are  required  by  or- 
dinance to  ieport  quaiteily  to  the  City  Council, 
but  thty  oefv  it;  aud  should  n't  they  be  made  to 
comply' with  the  ordinance?  Have  they  not  de- 
fied the  power  of  the  City  Council?  Did  they  not 
do  so  by  a  hired  attorney  at  the  Legislature  last 
win te-,  when  I  v.  as  there,  sir,  by  your  appoint- 
ment? The  City  Solicitor  is  of  the  opinion  that 
they  were  not  defying  tue  City  Council-  Sm.ll  we 
not  thtn  go  to  the  Legislature  and  obtain  a  pov?er 
thai  they  cannot  defy?  Sir,  there  is  trouble 
as  there  has  been  in  tiie  past,  and  as  there  is  at 
pie-ent,  *iththe  management  of  the  public  insti- 
tutions. 1  stated  an  n-stauce  th°  other  night 
which  no  man  can  deny  ;  but  my  friend  from 
Ward  4  has  gone  much  further  into  tlu  employ- 
ment of  criminals  there  than  I  have.  Why  should 
n't  we  h  ve  po  ••  ei  t<  bring  this  matter  before  the 
Legislature?  It  ssems  io  beaieasonable  request. 
But  by  the  substitute  it  is  proposed  to  send  it  t r 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  We  do.-i'o  want  an 
ordinance;  we  want  st  tute  law.  The  people, 
through  their  representatives,  astc  for  statute  law 
to  compel  that  boaid  to  do  that  which  common 
propriety  demands. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4 — It  seems  to  me  that  a 
very  impoi  tant  part  ot  the  subject  is  the  order 
which  is  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, and  which  has  not  been  explained  heie 
tonight.  [Mr.  Sprague  read  the  order  as  given 
above].  It  s  emed  to  me  when  we  pasred  the 
oider  at  the  last  meeting  that  if  there  are  troubles, 
as  ha*  been  charge:.',  the  ord-r  di.i  not  go  far 
enough  and  that  we  ought  to  ao  more.  As  the 
order  which  we  passed  a  week  ago  relates  only  to 
the  mode  of  employing  prisoners  unoer  their 
charge,  it  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  best  things 
that  can  be  done  is  to  provide  that  all  their  papers 
shall  be  thro  "•  o  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitraore — I  desire  to  say,  in  reply  to  my 
colleague  from  Ward  4,  that  be. has  omiited  to  read 
ths  last  part  of  the  o.der  which  was  passed  at  the 
last  meeting,  udiich  is  very  cea.ly  the  same  as 
that  propostdto  be  referred.  I  desire  to  put  on 
record,  in  reply  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
tioui  Ward  13,'  the  f^et  that  the  committee  re- 
ceived no  in foi  ination  from  th±  Directors,  after 
the  President  discoveied  that  b«  could  staad  on 
his  legal  rights.  I  don't  blame  him,  for  I  should 
have  takea  the  same  course.  Wh-n  the  gCDtle- 
niun  from  Ward  7  speaks  of  my  orcei  I 
hope  te  will  remember  that  I  am  only 
third  on  the  commit  ee,  xnd  that  the  Aldermen 
signed  i  be  report.  The  gentle  nan  from  Ward  13 
states  that  the  Alderman  has  changed  his  mind, 
and  is  satisfied  that  everything  is  all  right,  and 
only  waits  a  few  immaterial  changes.  The  mat- 
ter can  rest  bct-wt en  the  two.  It  appears  to  be 
the  desite  of  the  Alderman  to  have  any  change 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  tbe  Bo-rd  of  Aldermen, 
and  I  desire  to  have  any  change  made  mure  to  the 
benefit  of  both  branches,  if  tae  substitute  is 
adopted,  it  will  be  understood  chat  the  Council 
areperfectly  content  that  the  Aldermrtusball  man- 
age the  Directors,  if  the  Legislature  will  give  them 
the  power,  I  desire  to  say  further,  that  on  account 
of  a  bad  cold  my  voice  is  not  very  cleat,  and  I 
tear  1  was  not  understood  by  the  gentleman  fiom 
Ward  6.  I  did  not  say,  and  did  not  iuteud  to  s  y, 
we  ought  not  to  do  anything  in  consequence  of 
the  vote  in  the  Aldermen ;  but  I  did  desire  to  call 
attention  to  the  racu  that  we  need  not  anticipate 
in  adian"e  that  the  Aldermen  would  disagree 
with  us.  It  would  not  be  proper  to  state  what 
members  of  that  Board  have  said  to  me,  but  I  am 
sure  the  matter  has  not  been  fully  brought  to 
their  attention,  ana  if  we  insist  upon  our  former 
action  I  do  not  believe  they  will  refuse  to  concur. 
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Mr,  Sorague — It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  desire 
full  repnics  trom  the  directors,  the  order  passed 
last  week  is  imperfect.  But  the  employment  of 
criminals  is  only  a  small  part  of  the  duties  of  the 
Direccois;  we  want  to  know  about  the  expendi- 
tures of  money;  and  there  are  many  other  ques- 
tions upon  whicn  the  Council  may  desire  informa- 
tion. Izj  that  rescect  I  think  the  order  passed 
ast  «  eek  is  imperfect. 

Mr.  fc'itzgeraid— It  is  because  I  want  to  save  the 
order  that  I  hope  the  substitute  will  pa-s.  If  any 
thing  is  convincing  of  the  necessity  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  substitute,  it  is  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  opposed  to  it.  Heinsi"ts,likeHobson, 
that  ne  w<ll  have  tb3t  or  nothing.  The  Board  did 
not  refuse  to  pass  our  ordei ;  they  simply  want 
the  committee  to  look  tutther  into  this  matter. 
If  we  adhere,  it  will  show  that  we  ao  so  in  a 
spirit  to  uian.tain  our  own  opinions.  I  relieve  iu 
concessions,  I  havf  no  doubt  the  commitfee  will 
frame  such  an  order  as  will  meet  the  aoproval  of 
the  geutleman  from  Ward  i. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  "Ward  22 — As  a  member  of  the 
committes  having  that  matte*  in  charge,  I  certain- 
ly want  to  correct  the  gentlexao  tiom  Ward  13, 
when  he  says  we  got  all  the  information  we  re- 
quired. I  fail  to  see  that  I  had  one  new  idea  when 
I  came  out  from  any  conference,  that  I  had  not 
when  I  went  into  the  investigation.  The  Direct- 
ors utterly  refuses,  through  their  cnairman,  to 
give  us  any  information.  He  said  if  he  did  he 
would  first  consult  his  legal  advisers.  We 
are  not  discussing  the  management  ot  the 
institution,  but  th:  question  wheth-r  the 
Citv  Council  -hail  have  the  right  to  inquire 
into  fie  doings  of  the  Directors.  The 
committee  got  no  iofo:marion.  r'eitainly,  as  a  . 
matter  of  justice  and  natural  equity,  the  City 
Council  should  have  control  of  tbo.-e  institutio  s. 
I  am  very  mu.h  surprised  that  the  Alderman  who 
is  chairman  of  the  committee  thould  have  reced- 
ed from  th  e  position  lis  took.  Wnen  he  found 
that  the  President  of  the  Directors  refused" to  an- 
swer any  questions,  he  said  it  was  very  stiange 
that  the  City  Couacil  could  not  get  any  informa- 
tion trom  that  board.  He  fully  concurred  with 
the  committee  o  i  that  questioo. 

On  motion  ox  Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6,  the  main 
question  a  as  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  aduers 
W5S  lost— 21  for,  29  against. 

The  substitute  order  was  passed,  and  the  other 
"rder  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordie- 
ances,  in  concurrence 

THE    CITY  CHARTER. 

At.  half-past  eight  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  called 
fcr  toe  special  assignment  for  tuat  noui,  viz.,  the 
new  draft  of  the  city  charter. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  thought  it  had  better  lie 
over  till  the  large  amount  of  roatite  business  of 
importance  had  beeu  despatched. 

Mr.  Howes  agreed  to  a  further  brie'  rostpooe- 
uieut,  aud  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of 
*V  aid  6,  the  hour  for  considering  it  was  tixi  d  at 
nine  o'clock. 

At  9x/2  P.  M.  the  subject  w,  s  again  takeu  up.  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11—30  for,  16 
against— and  after  a  brief  discussion  apor,  the 
importance  of  reconsidering  it,  by  Mr.  Kimball  of 
Ward  6  and  Mr.  Howe",  aud  Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13, 
it  was  specially  assigned  for  Thursday  evening 
next,  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

ORCHARD  PARK  AND  MADISON  SQUARE. 

0.1  motion  ot  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  the  special 
pssigumeut  for  8  P.  M.  was  taken  up  at  9%  P.  M., 
viz,: 

Oro-r  for  additional  expenditures  in  Depart- 
ment of  Common,  etc.,  viz.,  for  suoermtenueuca 
and  labor,  $7000;  tor  grading  and  improving  Mad- 
ison square,  $5000;  for  enclosing  and  improving 
Bromley  park,  $1300;  said  sums  to  be  transferred, 
viz.,  from  appropriation  for  extension  ot  fence  on 
Commonwealih  avenue,  $10,000;  foi  capoingand 
pointiun  wall  on  Fountain  square,  $1500;  for 
building  bank  wall  on  Washington  prk,  $1500; 
lor  cird  houses,  $300— with  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  "$5000,"  as  above  set  forth,  aud 
insert  iostead  thi-r.  ot  "$2800,"  a  d  also  the  fol- 
lowing: "For  grading  aoO  improving  Orcuard 
park,  $2200." 

Mr.  Wilbui  pro  cosed  to  further  amend  the  oider 
by  ■  lie  wine  $2000  for  Orchard  park  ami  $3000  for 
Madison  square. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  13  thought  the  matter 
shoulu  be  delayed  until  the  engineer  lepoited  in 
response  to  the  order  passed  ft  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Waid  14  sai  1  he  went  to  see  the 
park,  and  hao  nevei  seen  so  little  B  ork  done  for 
so  much  money  except  on  the  Brewei  Fountain. 
The  little  square  con,  $3500,  aud  wasn't  paid  tor 
till  a  biid  suppei  at  Tift's  bad  beeu  given. 


The  order  v  as  further  postponed  till  next 
Thursday  evecing. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  che  estate  of  E.  P. 
Kobinson,  on  Bowdoin  ann  Church  streets,  Ward 
16,  in  settlement  of  damages  for  widening  Bov- 
doin  street,  at  a  cost  of  $?0,000.  Passed  in  con- 
"currence. 

Oroer  for  'a  transfer  of  §65.09  from  item  for 
Contingent  Expenses  to  that  for  As-.essors' 
Sheets,  in  the  arpropriation  for  Registritioi  of 
Voters,  etc.  Pos  poned  to  next  Thursday  even- 
ing, on  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  who 
said  the  eweie  not  enough  members  present  to 
give  it  the  required  tw.- chuds  vote. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  U  moved  that  the  roll  be 
called.     Lost. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  S6S00  from  th?  Reserved 
Fund,  to  be  expended  in  altering  ind  enlarging 
Eastern-avenue  wharf  to  accommodate  the  steam- 
er of  the  Board  of  Diieetors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, th-  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  ad  author- 
izing them  to  settle  with  Harbor  Co nmissioncrs 
for  tide  wat°is  to  be  built  over.  Specially  as- 
signed to  734  o'clock  next  Thursday  evening,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Tba.her  of  Wai  1  15. 

ABSENT  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Guild  of  WaiQ  6—1  cove  that  thr  roll  be 
called,  and  nopa  the  record  will  appear  in  the 
priutea  official  report,  tor  1  v.aut  ohe  citizens  ot 
Boston  to  see  who  ot  their  tepre-entatives  attend 
to  their  business  and  who  do  oot.  For  the  last  two 
evenings  the  trausactioaotpublicbusmesshasbeen 
dela>eabv  th-  persistent  absence  of  tnenberstiom 
the  Common  Council  cuamber,  and  1  make  these 
remarks  for  the  purpose  or  calling  public  attention 
to  those  who  do  remain  he>  e  and  give  time  to  pub- 
lic business,  and  to  those  who  do  not.  I  hapethis 
voce  will  be  passed  and  that  it  will  irnpres  upon 
us  all,  that  if  we  accept  official  p  >sitions  we  must 
also  accept  official  duties. 

The  motion  prevsiitd  jnd  the  roll  was  called 
with  the  following  result: 

Present —  Messrs.  Anderson,  Beal,  Biackett, 
Burgess,  Clarke,  Collins,  Crocker,  dishing, 
Cuscm?u,  Damon,  Diy.  Devereux,  E  iwi  rds,  Fitz- 
geiald.  Fitzpatuck,  Flynn,  Guild,  Haraion,  Hi?ks, 
HisCock,  Howes,  Jaques.  Kelltv,  Kimball,  Kings- 
bury, King  ley,  Leightou,  Mooney,  Morrison, 
.Newton,  Xoyes",  Osborne.  Parker,  Pierce,  Po  er, 
Kice,  Shs.w,  Smith,  Sprague,  Stacev.  Swe<-tser, 
Thacner,  Train,  WaJsworth.  Walbrioge.  Wal-h, 
Whrtmore,  Wilbur,  Will  curt,  Wilson— 50. 

Assent — -Messrs.  Bany,  Bent.  Bu  ditt.  Cax'ev 
Coyle,  Curtis,  Dujiaa.  "Felt,  Goldthwau,  Harri- 
gan,  Lappen,  Long,  Loriug,  Moley,  Murray.  Pag*, 
Peabody,  Perkins,"  SampsoD,  Sibl'ev,  Tuill.  Wliit- 
coro-b,  Woods— 23. 

THE  AUDITOR'S  EXHIBIT 

for  Oct.  5  (Citv-  Document  103)  was  received  aid 
sent  u  .  Fo  lowing  is  the  st?te  of  the  appropria- 
tions : 

i^yXef  S£  ^peaded.    Unespen'd. 


General  J13,T60,065.64    $5,610,502.80 

Special 4,614,791.31        994,380.82 


$8,169^62^4 
3,710,410.99 

$18,394,856.95    $6,514,883.12    $11,879,973.83 
PETITION   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1-Petition  of  Austin  Gould 
that  Chel-ea  street  be  lighted.    Sent  up. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ihe  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  annual  report  of  the  Directors 
tor  Public  Institutio.  s.  with  insiiuctious  10  report 
upon  the  suggestions  thereiu  contained  in  rela- 
tion to  tne  classification  ot  the  inmates  of  the 
House  of  Reformatio.  .  having  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
Whan  the  apnropnalious  fur  the  present  financial 
year  were  made  up.  the  Direc  or-  requested  an 
extra  apr.ropna  ion  ot  $45,000  for  a  new  building 
at  Deer  Island  to  aceo  nuiodate  the  truant  boys 
no  .  iu  the  House  of  Reformation.  Your  cnmtuii- 
tee  deemed  it  their  duty,  for  reasons  winch  thev 
will  p  esently  state,  to  withhold  their  approv  il  of 
that  request,  and  theii  action  was  sustained  by 
the  City  Council.  No  appropriation  having  been 
made,  toe  question  m  y  be  considered  as  settled 
for  the  prese  t  financial  year:  out  as  the  Direct- 
ors have  given  considerable  prominence  to  it  in 
theii  annual  report— dwelling  upon  iho  itnpor- 
1  no-  of  speedy  action  iin  carrying  out  tin  ir  sug- 
gestions—it  is  proper  that  toe  reasons  »  Inch  gov- 
erned live  committee  should  1  o\\  be  preset  ted. 

In  1870  the  Directors  applied  tor  author- 
ity to  build  a  Home  for  the  Toor  on  Deer 
Island;        but     the     proposition     to     establish 
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such  au  institution  in  close  proximity  to  the 
penal  aod  reformatory  institutions  was  so  mani- 
festly repugnant  to  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
that  tbe  application  was  refused;  and  the  Com- 
mittee ou  Public  institutions  wero  instructed  to 
select  and  reuort  to  the  City  Council  a  file  for 
such  au  institution  in  some  other  locality.  Various 
recommendations  were  made,  bui  no  definite  ac- 
tion was  taken  until  1873,  when  tbe  Au  tin  farm 
was  puichased  "a*  a  site  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
and  a  Home  lor  Neglected  Children."  Those  are  tbe 
words  of  tbe  outer  in ade  under  v>  liicli  the  purchase 
was  sanciioaed  Plans  for  such  an  institution 
were  prepared  last  year,  and  the  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions  weie  authorized  to  procure 
proposa's  for  erecting:  the  buildings;  but  it  was 
so  late  in  the  year  b.-fore  specifications  could  be 
prepared  that  toe  whole  matter  was  allowed  to  go 
over  to  the  present  City  Government.  Your  com- 
mittee now  have  the  subject  under  consideration, 
andassooo  as  the  plans  can  be  somewhat  modi- 
fied, with  a  vie  v  to  save  expense  in  the  co :  struc- 
tionolthe  buildings,  the  committee  purpose  to 
submit  them  pgam  to  the  Council  and  a«k  tor 
authority  to  procure  pioposals. 

The  objections  which  were  urged  against 
fie  location  .d  a  poorhouse  on  Deer 
Island  can  be  urged  with  much  greater 
force  against  the  pioposed  establishment  of 
an  institution  for  truants  and  neglected 
cbildien.  Toe  committee,  lully  indoise  the 
statements  ruacie  by  the  Directors  as  to  the  desir- 
abl'liy  of  separating  these  juveniles  from  those 
who  are  seutenced  for  crime;  but  the  measures 
pioposed  by  them  do  not.  sufficiently  meet  the  re- 
quirements o<  tbe  case.  There  is  a  stifina  at- 
tached to  tbe  place  where  penal  institutions  are 
located,  esprciallv  if  they  are  located  on  an  island ; 
and  the  fact  that  a  boy  has  been  sen i  to  Deer 
Island  is  often  sufficient  te  pitvent  him  from  ob- 
taining in  after-life  aov  position  of  tiust  oi  re- 
sponsibility. It  would  make  uo  difference  it  the 
boys  were  classified,  as  proposal  by  the  Directois. 
The  [  ublic  cannot  exercise  any  disci imination  be- 
tween the  difi'ereut  classes  sent  to  tte  same  pi  ce; 
and  a  stigma  would  attach  as  much  to  the  truant 
or  neglected  child  as  it  would  to  tbe  juvenile 
crinbiuil. 

In  the  case  of  th:  adult  paupers,  who  have  no 
future  piospects  of  success  in  life,  the  effect  upon 
society  would  be  far  Itss  injurious  if  they  were 
sent  to  Deer  Island  than  it  would  if  these  chil- 
dren were  sent  there.  In  all  the  plans  which  have 
been  prepared  for  ihe  establishment  on  tbe  main- 
land of  &u  institution  for  tbe  poor,  provision  has 
been  made  tor  those  children  who,  in  the  words  of 
the  statute,  "by  reason  of  the  neglect,  crime, 
drunkenness  or  other  vices  of  parents,  or  from  or- 
phanage, are  sufferjo  to  be  growing  up  without 
Balutary  parental  control  <tnd  education,  or  i  I  cir- 
cumstTuces  exposing  them  to  lead  idle  auddisso- 
ute  lives  ';  and  it  is  ouly  by  making  such  urovi- 
sion,  whollv  sep  rale  anil  apart  from  the  penal  in- 
titutions,  that  tte  purpose  which  tbe  Directors 
have  in  vi9wbv  iotiodiicing  a  svstem  of  classifi- 
cation cap  be  intelligent)}  carried  out. 

Respectfully  submitte  J  for  the  Committee, 
William  G.  Thachek. 
Mr.  Fitzgeiaid  of  Ward  7— The  ieport  is  well 
enough  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  makes  no  recom- 
mendation as  to  wnat  should  be  done.  The  condi- 
tio:) of  those  children  has  been  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  City  Governui  nt  for  sever  1  years 
East  by  the  Directors.  Nearly  300  boys,  tiuant 
oys  and  siils,  are  confined  there  with  thieves  and 
other  ciiminals.  The  city  takes  these  truants 
fiom  their  parents  10  educate  chem  for  good  citi- 
zens, aud  I  say  it  is  a  disgrace  toat  such 
things  ezist  thete,  -a  disgrace  to  our  civilization 
aidintelligeoc".  The  ieport  is  hardly  any  hope  for 
adults  sent  to  the  penal  institutions;  but  for  the 
children  there  is  a  chance  ot  reform.  I  understood 
that  the  reason  why  this  aporopi  tatiou  -as  made 
was  because  they  hau  to  build  a  steamer;  the  con- 
venience ot  conveying  ciiminals  to  the  island  is 
far  above  tbe  importance  of  preventing  300  chil- 
dren from  committing  crime.  I  have  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  this  matter  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Truant  Committee  of  the 
School  Board.  The  boys  are  tried  in  a 
manner  that  their  parents  know  nothing 
about.  One  little  fellow  was  arrested;  his  father 
came  to  me  and  I  sent  him  to  the  judg-,  but  he 
came  back  with  tears  in  his  eyes  and  said  his  boy 
had  been  sent  to  the  island  during  bis  minority. 
I  went  to  the  Dhectors  and  got  him  taken  out;  he 
was  sent  to  school  and  has  remained  there.  It  is 
wrong  for  the  city  to  give  these  chillren  only 
such  protection  aj  the  wolf  give*  the  lamb.  It 
takes  away  their  mauhood.    As  I  have  something 


f urthei  to  say,  I  move  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
tbe  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  Tram  of  vVard  13—1  indotse  everything 
that  hai  been  said,  both  as  a  member  of  this 
Council  and  as  a  Director.  This  very  change  has 
been  asked  for  for  thiee  years,  and  it  is  a  dis- 
grace to  the  city  that  it  has  been  allowed  to  go 
on. 

Mr.  Thacher — The  committee  have  twics  repott- 
ed plans  for  a  Home  for  tbe  Poor,  but  it  required 
a  two-tbirds  vote  for  tbe  appropriation  aod  it  fail- 
ed. It  was  not  iff  used  this  year  wholly  on  account 
of  tb°  ii-,w  steamer,  for  I  think  it  is  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  rbe  committee  that  no  building 
should  be  erected  on  Deer  Island  for  a  truant 
school.  The  children  get  a  stigma  on  tbem  bv 
gomg  to  tbb  blaud.  Two  of  tbe  Directois  have 
statec  to  me  personally  that  one  advantage  of 
having  a  Home  fo.r  the  Pojr  was  to  have  a  place 
for  neglected  children.  I  beard  of  an  instance 
of  a  farmer  who  agreed  to  take  a 
boy  from  the  institutions,  but  afterwards 
<  ec lined  to  co  so  because  of  the  bad 
name  given  the  place  by  some  one.  That  same 
boy  no//  holds  a  fine  situation  at  the  West.  I 
bops  we  shall  succeed  this  year  in  getting  a  two- 
thirds  vote  for  a  Home  for  the  Pooi  on  the  Austin 
farm,  or  at  least  to  start  with  a  building  for  a 
truant  school. 

Mr.  Sbaw  ot  Ward  5— Hope  the  report  will  be 
laid  on  ths  table.  I  don't  like  the  language  of 
tue  report.  It  says  that  this  class  has  no  future 
prospects  in  lit*.  In  this  great  lepubliu  all 
classes  have  a  prospect.  What  might  have 
been     said     of    tbe    present    Vice     President — 

Mi.  Thacher — The  allusioD  in  the  report  is  to 
older  perst  ns,  and  not  to  juveniles. 

The  President— The  leporc  applies  that  expres- 
sion to  the  aged,  aud  not  to  children. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  unaerstood  if  as  children,  but  I 
will  apply  it  to  adults.  When  a  little  boy  came 
from  the  little  town  of  Faronngton,  a  descendant 
of  the  gyp'ies,  with  his  pack  uoon  his  back  and 
with  tbe  cotton  cloth  protruding  from  the 
rear  of  bis  inexpiessiblts,  who  thought  he 
would  rise  to  be  Vice  Piesident?  I  don't  believe 
in  building  a  Home  for  the  Poorou  Austinfarm  at 
a  cost  of  S550.000,  but  I  do  believe  in  building  a 
scboolhouse  for  truant  children,  where  the.y  can 
be  protected  from  the  infamy  of  their  present  col- 
leagues. I  hope  this  natter  will  be  seriously  in- 
ve:tigated. 

The  ieport  was  laid  ou  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  lollowiog 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report,  that  Johanna  Hatch  had  settled  her 
claim  for  damages  for  peisoual  injuries  caused 
by  defect  in  Eaton  street,  for  the  sum  of  $300.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Repoit,  recommending  leave  co  withdraw  on  tbe 
petition  of  Caroline  W.  Mudge  for  compensation 
for  p-rsonal  injuries  received  f.om  a  sled  on  Bos- 
ton Common.    Accepted. 

S .  verally  sent  down. 

LEVERETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  We  to  7  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  aud 
be  hereby  is,  authorized  co  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation for  widsning  stieets  the  sum  of  864.46,  to 
the  appropriation  for  Widening  Leverett  Stieet. 

Mr.  Flynn  explained  that  the  transfer  was  de- 
sired bv'tbe  Auditor  to  settle  some  outstanding 
bills,  the  o'igiuU  appropriation  bating  been  ex- 
hausted. 

The  o:der  was  passed  to  a  secood  reading. 

VEGETABLE  MARKET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  the  report 
and  order  tor  transfer  of  $6000  to  complete  grad- 
ing of  cite  for  a  vegetable  market  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  assigned  for  8%  o'clock  P.  M.  two 
weeks  from  tonight. 

CHAPMAN  SCHOOLHOUSE  LOT. 

Mr.  Day  of  vvard  1  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Publi*  Build- 
ings be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
fencing  ana  grading  the  lot  of  larnl  adjoining  the 
Chapman  Scboolhouse,  in  E.st  Boston,  recently 
purchased  by  the  city;  and  report  estimates  of 
the  cost  theieof. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

INDEFINITELY     POSTPONED. 

Oo  motionof  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4,  the  or- 
der for  the  Committee  on  Divisioa  of  Wards  to  lo- 
cate ward  rooms  was  taktn  from  the  table  and 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    11,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  ac  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
mai  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  officer,  lor  special  duty  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  License  Commissioners—  A.  H.  Bangs. 

Special  Police  Officers— Henry  Weltch,  Warren 
street  Cbapel  and  its  vicinity;  Vinc<mi  Modee, 
41  Hau over  street. 

Weighers  of  Coal—  Charles  H.  Moseley,  Randall 
G.  Morse. 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
of  the  board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occuoy  sta- 
ble* as  follows:  David  Harney,  old  wooden,  two 
horses,  Preble,  corctr  ot  Rogers  street;  Iia  B. 
Quimby,  old  woodei,  one  horse,  4Murrycourt; 
Michael  Fitzgibbons,  new  wooden,  2  horses,  43 
Middle  street;  Carrie  J.  W  alley,  corner  ot  Locust 
and  Buttonwood  streets,  Waid  16;  William  Tiacy, 
new  woolen,  one  horse,  Earl  street,  Ward  12; 
Moulton  &  Pearson,  old  woodeo,  four  hoises,  628 
Sbawmut  avet.U) ;  F.  C.  Shedd,  old  wooden,  four- 
teen additional  hoi  se  ,  Dudley  sti  eet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Mary  h..  Wlrte  aud  the  Union  Institution 
for  Savings,  for  th«  nssessmenc  of  compensation 
for  laid  on  Albany  street  taken  by  the  Boston  & 
Alb?ny  Railroad. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  G.Hammond  et  a/.,  tor  the  removal 
ot  a  tree  in  Waverley  street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  John  Glancy, 
for  license  as  auctioneer  at  169  Fj  tend  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Isi-ae  Taylor  et 
al.,  for  a  street  lamp  at  corner  ot  Westmioster 
and  Greenwich  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Hewers.  Johu  C.  Frame 
et  al.,  that  the  proposed  s^le  of  tbeir  estates  on 
Paris  stre-t,  tor  sewer  asses"menrs,  be  stayed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Remonstrance  of 
J.  H.  Crane  and  many  others  against  the  reaioval 
ot  signs  projecting  liito'the  public  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common.  Commu- 
nieatin  of  Sidney  B.  Moise,  tendering  to  the  city 
a  lot  of  54,732  feet  of  land  on  Union -park  street, 
between  Harrison  avenue  and  Albany  street,  for  a 
puDlic  ground,  ror  twentv-tive  years,  the  sam=  to 
be  impioved,  kept  and  adorned  as  Chester  squ.  re 

ID. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
brick  sidewalks — Edwin  Hennessey,  at  southwest 
corner  of  B  and  Third  streets;  Jeremiah  Murphy, 
62  Baxter  street;  Dennis  Collins,  149  B  street; 
Johu  and  Joanna  Doolin,  18G  We.rtTCird  stieet; 
Morion  &  Cbesley,  71-73  Warebam  street,  and  108- 
114  East  Dedham  «treet.  ' 

Petition  for  edgestoues  and  brick  sidewalk  — 
John  and  Margaret  Sullivan,  68  Baxu>i  street. 

Samuel  U.  Resd,  that  Deacou  street  be  put,  in 
order. 

Henry  Orchard  et  al.,  that  Baxter  street  be 
pared  with  wood  between  D  and  E  street. 
H.  Clement  Willis  et  al.,  that  the  city  continue  the 
paving  now  going  on  in  Washington  street  fiom 
Chester  square  to  Northampton  street. 
•..Catherine  McGlynn  aid  Pacrick  H.  McGlynn,  to 
he  paid  damages  by  ch  nge  of  grade  in  MUlmont 
street. 

Boston  Post  Company,  tor  leave  to  erect  a  pri- 
vate stieet  light  over  toeir  bulletin  on  Milk 
stieet. 

Janes  E.  Ball,  that Eogewood  street  be  put  in 
order  so  that  the  surface  water  may  be  diverted 
from  bis  laio. 

Josiah  Quincy  et  al.,  that  Clinton  street  he 
paved. 

P.  F.  Fol  om  et  al.,  for  edt;e  tones  on  the  west 
side  of  Centre  stieet  from  Pond  ttreet  to  Lake- 
vi'le  place,  in  Ward  17. 

Roger  Druiy  et  al.,  that  Terrace  s^reetbe  graded. 

Robett  Swan,  for  edgestones  ou  High  street, 
Meeting  House  Hill,  Ward  16. 

Walker,  Pratt  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  lav  a  steam 
pipe  a  ross  Ald<u  st  eet. 

John  Johnson,  tor  sidewalk  at  810  Centre  street, 
Roxbuiy. 


A.  D.Hibbard  et  al.,  that  John  stieet  be  re- 
paved. 

Mark  W.  Tate,  for  lave  to  close  Alden  street 
for  two  weeks  while  building  operations  are  in 
progress. 

Daniel  Mahoncy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  London  btreet. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordt-r  to  pay  Charles  L.  Haley  $7976,  for  Brattle- 
street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  p*.y  heirs  ot  Joshua  Bennett  $378,  for 
Auburn-street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Geo-ge  D.  Howe  et  al.,  trustees, 
$20,000,  for  Congress- street  damages.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Charles  S.  Bates  $7595.55,  for  Park- 
street  damages,  Charlestown.    Passed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitiot  s  of  A.  Gove.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Lamps. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  ot  tue  several  ap- 
propriations on  Oct.  5,  1875.  (City  Doc.  No.  103.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Riportfroin  Commirtee  on  Claims,  t'jar  they 
had  adjusted  the  claim  of  Jobanna  Hatch  for  pei- 
soual  injuries,  fur  $300.    Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  witbdrav  on  petition  of 
Caroline  W.  Mu.'ge,  to  be  paid  for  nersonal  in- 
juries received  by  a  sled  on  Boston  Common.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Order  ror  C  mmittee  o.i  Public  Buildings  to  con- 
sidei the  expediency  of  fencing  and  gradiag  the 
Chapman  Schoolhou  e  lot.    Passed. 

COMMUNICATIONS    AND     REPORTS     FROM    CITY 
OFFICERS. 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Report  for  quarter 
endirg  Sept.  30.  Received,  $20,096;  oisburseu, 
$20,085;  applicants  in  July,  1311;  in  August,  1229; 
in  September,  1329.    Sent  do  'n. 

Cochituate  Water  Board.  Application  for  leave 
to  construct  section  1  and  certain  portions  of 
sections  1,2  and  3  of  Sudbury  Rivei  conduit  by 
day  labor.  Refpned  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Water.    Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
fur  September:  Alarms  34,  stills  12,  bells  21,  need- 
less 1 ;  fires,  32;  loss  on  buildings  $10,516,  on  stock 
$133,905;  insurance  on  buildings  $134,400;  on 
stock  $486,150.    Sent  d  >wn. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  w.is  received  from  the  Cam- 
bridge Railroad  Company  accepting  tbe  location 
in  Leverett  street,  gt anted  Sept.  20, 1875.  Placed 
on  tile. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following: 

Bartlett's  Lanterns,  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  several  communica- 
tions from  Josepii  W.  Bartlett  of  New  Yoik  rela- 
tive to  furnishing  the  city  with  his  globe  reflect- 
ing or  "Boulevard"  gas  lau tern,  having  considered 
the  same,  would  respectfully  report,  Tnat  per- 
mission was  granted  to  Mr.  Bartlett  ia  August 
last  to  place  on  Columbus  avenue,  for 
trial  (but  withoat  expense  to  the  city), twelve 
of  his  lanterns.  Ihe  advantages  claimed 
fo;  the  Bartlett  lantern  ovei  those  now  >n  use  in 
the  streets  of  our  city  is  chiefly  in  affording  great- 
er light  without  aiiy  iociease  in  the  consumpiion 
of  gas.  At ier  careful  observation  your  commirtee 
are  of  opinion  that  the  advantage  cUimed  is  bald- 
ly perceptible,  while  the  objections  to  this  lantern 
are— fiist,  :ts  exoense,  tne  price  named  by  Mr. 
Barttett  being  more  than  the  cost  of  the  pres- 
ent copper-framed  pattern  ;  second,  when 
broken,  the  entire  lantern  is  destroyed,  while 
glass  broken  ir.  those  now  ir>  use  is  re- 
placed at  a  small  expense;  tbird,  the  bottom 
of  the  lantern  being  entirely  open,  the  wind  caus- 
es the  flame  to  flicker  badly,  and  materially  less- 
ens the  light.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
ihe  pattern  ot  lantern  now  in  use  with  tbe  attach- 
ment for  street  signs  is  best  adapte.l  lor  our  city, 
and  tbey  would  recomraena  that  jjo  further  ac- 
tion be  taken  on  the  proposition  of -Mr.  Bartlett, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  to  remove  his  lanterns 
from  Columbus  avenue  at  or  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  tbe  same  were  placed 
ou  tii.d. 

Accepted. 

Pay  of  Charlestown  Lam.plighters.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  the  lamplighters  of  th-j  Cbailestown  Dis- 
trict asking  that  tbeir  compensation  be  made  the 
same  as  that  paid  in  the  city  proper,  having  con- 
sidered  the   subject,  would   respectfully  report, 
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That  the  petitioners  appeared  before  your  com- 
mittee and  stated  that  ihey  did  net  complain  of 
the  amount  received  for  their  labor,  but  claimed 
that  as  they  performed  the  same  service  as  other 
lamplighteis  ,the  compensation  should  be  ai.iform. 
The  preseut  payment  of  the  petitioners  is  $1.50 per 
day  or  $45  per  month,  while  tneunnountpaid  oy  the 
city  of  Charleston  before  annexation  to  Boston 
■was  about  $30  per  mouth,  the  lamps  being  lighted 
only  twenty  days  in  pach  numb.  For  this  service 
in  the  citvprnp3i.,Bast  aod  South  Boston,  there 
is  paid  two  cents  for  each  lamp  per  night,  or  say 
$69  i>-r  moith,  varying  ascoidirg  to  the  number 
of  lamps  cared  for.  In  view  of  the  fact,  that  near- 
ly all  me  lamplighters  have  other  employment, 
from  which  tbey  receive  more  or  less  inco  j  e,  sev- 
eral of  their  number  being  ]  anitors  or  city  build- 
ings, and  also  ot  the  greater  i. umber  ot  lamps 
which  eacn  man,  by  the  use  of  tfle  patmt 
torch,  is  able  to  properly  car^  for,  your 
committee  would  recouimeni  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  fixing  the  com- 
pensation or  the  persons  employed  iu  thecaieof 
the  public  gaslights  in  ihe  city  proper,  East  and 
South  Boston  and  the  Charlestbwn  District  at  1% 
cents  fot  each  Limp  per  nijj-ht.  The  attention  or 
the  committee  has  also  been  called  to  the  tact 
that  the  persons  employed  to  light  the  public 
lamps  in  the  Roxbury  aid  Dorchester  districts 
receive  $1.67  per  dav,  while  those  it  the  West  Rox- 
bury and  Brighton  district*,  for  the  same  laoor,  are 
paid  $1.50  per  day.  Your  committee  are  of  opiDion 
that  the  compensation  of  the  men  in  these  districts 
should  be  uniform,  and  that  $1.67  is  a  proper  sum 
to  be  oaid  for  the  service  rendered,  ana  thev  re- 
port an  order  to  that  effec^.  If  the  proposed  order 
is  adopted  the  average  pay  of  tb=  men  having 
charge  of  the  gas  lamps  iu  the  city  proper,  East 
and  Siutb  Boston  and  Charlestown  will  amount 
to  about  $60  per  month,  aud  those  in  Dorchester, 
Roxbuiy,  West  Roxbu; y  aod  Brighton  will  receive 
$50  ptr  month. 

Ordered,  That  from  and  af  er  Oct.  15, 1875,  and 
until  oihe>  wise  orcit  red,  the  compensation  of  the 
persons  employed  in  the  lighting;  and  care  of  the 
public  gas  lamps  in  the  city  proper,  East  and 
South  Boston  and  the  Charlestown  District  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  1% cents  for  each  lamp  per  nieut. 

Ordered,  That  from  and  after  Oct.  15, 1875,  and 
until  otherwise  ordered,  the  compensation  of  the 
persons  employed  in  the  lighting  and  cs,re  of  the 
public  lamps  iu  Roxbu iy,  Doicnesttr,  West  Rox- 
bury and  Brighton  ?hall>e  at  the  rate  of  $1.67 
per  day. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  wei.t 
over. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  COLUMBUS  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Worthington  presented  the  remon- 
straiicesof  C. E. Fox et  al.  and  Owe  a  Russell  et  al., 
against  the  laying  of  the  Highland  railroad  tracks 
in  Columbus  avenue. 

A  remonstrance  was  received  for  Martin  S.  Keith 
against  the  laying  ot  a  horse  raitroad  track  in 
Columbvs  avenue  between  Berkeley  street  and 
Chester  square,  and  piaying  that  one  avenue  in 
that  part  of  the  city  may  be  reserved  so  that  citi- 
zens can  drive  out  of  town  without  driving  over 
railroad  tracks. 

Severally  laid  on  the  table  to  await  the  heaiinj 
on  Mono  ay  the  25th  lost. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Aidermao  Worthingrton  submitted  orders  to  pay, 
from  the  Committee  on  Stveets  on  the  pait  of  the 
Boaid,  for  lino  damages  as  follows: 

Ruf  u j  Estabrook,  $312.55,  widening  of  Shawmut 
avenue. 

James  F.  B.  Marshall,  $1353.75,  widening  of  Bow 
street. 

James  W.  Drury,  $5164.60,  laying  out  of  Terrac9 
street. 


Severally  lead  t«*ice  and  passed. 


SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Com  .  ltteeon  Seweis: 

Report  ot  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Jo- 
seph W.  Hurd  to  be  paid  foi  damages,  at  242  Cen- 
tre street,  caused  by  construction  of  a  sewer.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  orders  of  notice  of  hearings  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of 
constructing  sewers  as  follows:  Ten  ace  street, 
from  Gore  avenue  to  New  Heath  street,  and  iu 
New  Heath  >treet  between  Terrace  and  Pyncbou 
streets;  In  Cliuton  street  between  Commercial 
street  and  At'antic  avenue.  Orders  severally 
passed. 


Order  for  tha  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Troy 
street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Oroered,  That  the  sum  of  $51.88  be  abated  from 
the  assessments  on  W.  E.  Woodward  and  $29.20 
from  the  assessment  of  Fairfield  Gilbert  for  a 
sewer  on  Magazine  street;  and  that  $21.73  is  here- 
by assessed  upon  John  J.  Baldwi  u  and  $13.50  upon 
J;>mes  Galvin  for  the  same  sewer. 

Read  twice  aod  passed. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alde.man  Prescott  submitted  a  repoit  from  the 
Committee  oa  FaneuilHall  in  favoi  of  granting 
said  hall  to  John  E.  Fitzgerald  et  al.,  for  a  politi- 
cal meeting  on  Oct.  14.    Accepted. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOH. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Overseers  of  the  Poor  recom- 
mending the  eleci  ion  of  George  Curtis  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Ira  Alleo. 

Also  a  minority  report  sisrned  by  Mr.  B any  of 
Ward  7,  recomme.  ding  the  -lection  of  Hsnry  L. 
Richards  of  Ward  14. 

The  rerort  whs  accepted  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Viles  an  election  was  ordered.  Aldermen 
Viles  and  O'Brien  were  appoictad  a  committee  to 
collect  and  couot  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast , 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice ■. 6 

George  Curtis 8 

Henry  L.  Richards 3 

And  Mr.  Curtis  was  dec'ared  elected  ot  the  part 
of  the  Board. 

Sent  do;-n. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitted  thefollowiogfrem 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdiaw  on  petitions  of 
George  H.  Davis  for  change  in  conditions  of  land 
adjoining  the  burial  ground  on  East  Newton 
street;  also  that  certain  conditions  running  with 
his  land  on  East  Newton  stueat  be  change.!  into 
restrictions.    Accepted. 

Report  ou  petition  of  John  J.  McNutt  for  deeds 
of  ceitaio  land,  recommending  the  passage  ot  the 
following: 

Whereas,  The  city  of  Boston,  by  two  agreements 
dated  May  18,  1866,  and  Apiil  15,  1868,  obliged 
itself  to  co  ivey  to  John  J.  McNutt  certain  parcels 
of  land  in  said  Boston,  being  lots  on  Maiden  and 
Wareham  streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  recorded 
with  plans  ot  city  lands  sold,  in  book  2,  page  175, 
in  the  office  ot  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands,  upon  the  teiins  and  conditions  iu  said 
agreements  contained;  snd  whereas  the  said  Mc- 
Nutt has  1  ost  or  mislaid  said  agreement,  and  is  de- 
sirous of  obiairing  deeds  of  saidl.na:  therefore, 
it  is  hereby 

Ordeied,  That  two  deeds  be  given  to  said  John 
J.  McNutt  ot  said  land,  upon  compliance  by  him 
with  all  the  stipulations  and  conditions  conta.nsd 
in  s  id  agreement,  aDd  upon  his  o-jving  a  bond 
dr.  wo  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  to  save 
the  city  harmless  against  said  lost  or  mislaid 
agreements;  aud  his  Honor  rhe  Mayor  aod  the  Sa- 
penotendeot  of  Pub;ic  Lands  are  authorize .i  to 
execute  two  deeds  accordingly. 

Order  read  twice  aud  pas.eJ. 

Severally  sentdown. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  report*  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  ou  the  part  01  the 
Board,  in  tavor  of  granting  peimits  to  occupy 
stable  by  G.  F.  Parker,  24  Newto  i  street,  Ward  19; 
Morrill  G.  Curtis.  Summit  avenue;  Silas  Potter, 
Alaska  street;  Joseph  E.  Bray,  Canal  «neet, 
Ward  20;  George  L.  Thayer,  Washington  street, 
near  Dale:  Thomas  Jackson,  2  Sumner  place, 
Ward  14.  Also  reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on 
petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  by  William 
NichoH,  86  Tiavers  str  tt:  W.  H.  Honeywell, 
rear  of  215  Cabot  street:  F.  A.  Bury,  opposite  511 
Duoley  street,  Ward  14.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follow- : 

Amusement  Lice  is^s  Granted — J.  Stuart  RosrQrs, 
to  exhibit  musical  and  variety  company  af  John- 
A.  Andrew  Hill. 

Auctioneer  Licensed — A.  P.  Newman,  275  Wash- 
ington street. 

Billiard  Licenses  Granted—  Otis  E.  Cousi  >s.  225 
Tremont  street;  Lew's  Rice  &  So .-,.  American 
House;  Ctocker  &  Buck,  St.  James  Hotel:  Gns- 
tave  Utz,  482  Tremont  street. 

Minors  Applications  Granted— Three  lv. it- 
blacks,  ten  newsboy.-. 
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Wagon  Licenses  Gra<  ted— John  Claneey,  120  122 
Federal  street ;  AJvis  Naumann,  113  West  Canton 
street;  James  Cesson,  el  Lincoln  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

O'dertd,  That  the  license  heretofore  a  ranted  to 
Abby  Adams  to  keep  an  intelligence  office  at  cor- 
ner of  Pleasant  and  Washington  streets  be  re- 
voked for  causo. 

Read  cwice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Thar,  the  license,  heretofore  granted  to 
D.  S.  Oiney  to  keep  a»  hneliige<  ce  office  at  4  Hol- 
lis  street  be  levokod  for  cause. 

Reaii  twice  and  p  ssed. 

PAVING   REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Repoit  aod  order  toi  the  repaying  <f  Fri'nd 
street  between  Washington  aud  Merrimac  streets 
with  small  granite  blocks;  estimated  cost  $5500. 
Order  read  twice  and  pissed. 

Report  and  order  tor  the  grading  of  Fountain 
street  acco-ding  to  grade  established  by  the  Street 
Commissioners,   and   for  edgestones  aud    paved 

gutters  arid  macadamized  roadway  on  said  street. 
Tuer  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Thar  the  Superintendent  ot  Streets  be 
directed  to  construct  a  retaining  wall  on  the 
southerly  siile  of  Rockland  street,  between  Rock- 
land avenue,  and  Walnut  avenue.  Estimated  cost, 
91500. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  a  d  orcUr  foi  setting  of  edgestones  and 
pavine  of  gutters  on  Seventh  street,  between  Gl- 
and H  streets,  and  macadamizing  roadway  of  said 
street.    Ordei  iead  twice  aod  passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  grafting,  on  usual  coi  di- 
tions,  a  permit  to  Chatles  W.  Grant  to  maintain 
and  use  a  hoisting  beam  at  61  Kilby  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  Philip  O'DonnslI  $1000, 
for  graoe  damages  at  15,  17  and  19  Tabor  street. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordeied,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  Metropolitan  Railrcad  Company  and  to  the 
Highland  Street  Railway  Company  to  raise  their 
track  at  the  junction  of  Guild  row,  Washington 
and  Dudley  streets,  to  .-'uch  height  as  may  be  de- 
termined by  the  Superintendent  of  Stieets:  al«o 
to  pave  the  soaoe  occupied  by  said  tiacks  with 
small  granite  blocks;  the  work  to  be  done  unoer 
the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  accompanying  paper,  datfd 
Sept.  27, 1875,  and  executed  to  the  city  of  Boston 
by  William  Gaston,  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
carnages  to  the  floatitgdock  at  Litchfield's  wharf, 
be  approved  and  accepted  by  tne  city  of  Boston 
In  satisfaction  of  the  requirements  of  the  vote 
passed  May  20, 1875,  authorizing  $6000  to  be  paid 
to  William  Gaston,  receiver,  upon  his  giving  to 
the  city  a  release  of  all  claims  for  damages  to 
Litchfield's  dry  dock  and  the  light  to  sup.  ort  the 
filling  of  Atlantic  avenue  upon  the  Litchfield's 
wharf. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  raise  the  area  at  the  intersection  of 
Waihiogton  ano  Dudley  streets,  Roxburv,  and  le- 
pave  the  same  with  small  granite  blocks.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $2000. 

Read  tmce  and  passed. 

Reports  and  ordeis  for  brick  sidewalks  in  fiont 
of  estates  of  Henrietta  Goldsmith  on  Gore  avenue, 
near Tiemont  street;  Henry  B.  Williams.  No-.  68, 
70,  72  and  74,  Shawmut  aveiue,  aod  on  Ohio  street. 
Orders  severally  read  twice  aiu  passed. 

Ordeied,  lha<  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
airected  to  reset  the  edgestooes  and  relay  tne 
sidewalks  on  Cortez  street,  according  to  the  es- 
tablished giaJe  as  recently  laid  out  by  the  Board 
of  Stieet  Couiuns-ioneit;  also  to  furnish  edsre- 
stones,  where  required,  on  said  street  and  to  pave 
the  gutters  and  rnacadzmize  the  roadway,  ano  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing said  edgestones. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reoort  ot  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Daniel  Osbom  to  be  paid  lor  grade  damages  on 
Foster  street,  Wnrd  19.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  directed  to 
abate  the  sum  of  $6.50  assessed  to  Heuiy  C.  Short 
and  the  sum  of  $6.70  assessed  Horatio  B.  Arnold 
for  edgestonei  on  West  Cottage  street,  and  the 
said  parties  be  reassessed  as  follows:  Heory  C. 
Short  $10.86,  Horatio  B.  Arnold  $11.16,  for  side- 
walk ou  West  Cottage  street. 


Read  twice  and  passed. 

MILITIA  TARGET  PRACTICE. 

Alderman  Qui  jcy  offeied  thf  following: 

Ordered,  Thai  his  Honor  the  Kayo-  b-  author- 
ized and  i  equested  to  issue,  ou  application  by  the 
militia  organizations  in  tM?  city,  pel  mite  to  prac- 
tise target  firing  piepardtory  to  the  pioposed  rifle 
niatchof  the  Stat^  militia,  said  peruits  to  desig- 
nate such  place*  for  the  practice,  within  (he  city 
limit*,  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Po'ice. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  crd6r  is  offeied  as  a 
preciuuonary  mea'-uie,  several  of  the  companies 
being  on  the  "lookout  for  a  place  in  thesubu'bs 
where  they  can  practice  prepaatoiy  to  the  rifle 
match,  and  it  is  tended  to  notily  them  to  get  tt>e 
permission  ot  the  Mayor  ,  and  it  was  thought  best 
to  require  tbem  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the 
Uhiet  of  Police. 

Aluennan  Burrage— Would  toe  passage  of  this 
order  compel  the  Chief  of  Police  to  furnish  some 
place  within  the  city  limits,  whether  one  could  be 
found  suitabl    or  •.  ot? 

Alderman  Quiucy — It  was  intended  to  make  his 
approval  a  conditio  a  precedent  to  the  granting  ot 
a  permit  by  the  Mayoi.  II  they  can  find  no  proper 
place,  no  permission  will  Se  given.  One  company 
has  already  con  ulted  him  in  regard  to  one  place, 
and  be  tiis  reponed  unfavorably. 

The  ordei  was  read  t«iee  ?.nd  patsed. 

WARRANT  FOR  THE  STATE  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offeied  the  following: 

Ordeied,  Teat  warrants  be  issued  for  tbeu.eet- 
ing  of  the  legal  voters-  ot  this  city  ii  their  respect- 
ive wards,  on  Tuesday,  the  second  day  of  Novem- 
b-r  next  (being  the  Tuesday  aft-r  the  first 
Monday  in  said  mouth),  at  eigot  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  bal- 
lots for  a  Governor,  Lieutenant  Govtrnor,  Sec- 
retary, Auoitor,  Attorney  General,  Treas- 
urer and  Receiver  General  of  the  Commonwealth; 
also  for  the  requisite  number  of  Councillors,  Sen- 
ators aoii  Representatives  to  which  this  city  is  en- 
titled in  its  several  districts;  also  for  a  Clerk  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk  in  place  of  George  C.  Wilde,  de  leased. 
All  the  fo^egoir'g  tc  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot. 
The  poll?  to  be  kept  open  until  4%  o'clock  P.  M. 

Also  ordered,  That  the  Ci'y  Clerk  publish  the 
notice  of  ihe  days  and  hours  of  the  registration  of 
voters  as  required  by  law 

Passed. 

EAST  BOSTON  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Tuat  the  Joir.t  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  consider  aod  report  wb;  t  action  should  be 
taken  to  enable  the  City  Collector  to  properly  ad- 
just the  accounts  of  his  office  for  water  supplied 
to  East  Boston  from  the  Cochituate  setvice. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

CONSTABLES'   BONDS  APPROVED. 

AUl?rman  Stsbbios  presented  the  bonds  of  Eli- 
jah D.  Foss  and  several  other  constables,  aud 
onhismotioc  they  were  approved  by  the  Board. 

CONSTABLES'  NOMINATIONS. 

On  mo. ion  of  Alderman  St  bbius,  the  nomina- 
tion of  Nicholas  G.  Lynch  as  a  constable  was  tak- 
en from  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins  saio  that  all  objections  had 
been  removed,  and  that  those  who  bad  made  com- 
plaint,  against  Mi .  Lynch  were  not  to  be  relied 
on. 

The  nominadon  was  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  nomi- 
nation of  Samu  1  J.  Bradlee  as  a  constable  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

A;derman  Worsbington  said  he  could  not  find 
any  serious  objections  to  Mi.  BradUe. 

Alaeiman  Burrage  said  there  were  certain 
thiogs  to  Mr.  Bradlee's  discredit  that  had  not 
been  cleared  up.  Without  alluding  to  anything 
else,  he  would  say  that  Mr.  Bre.dlee  had  been 
practising  law,  or  rather  had  been  a  student  in 
law,  for  the  last  three  or  four'  vears,  while  acting 
as  constable,  which  is  considered  improper  if  not 
irregular.  An  attorney  owning  a  constable  isn't 
coasidered  just  the  thi"g. 

Tne  Chairman  read  a  notice  in  the  Daily  Adver- 
tiser that  Mr.  Bradlee  was  to  be  admitted  to  the 
bar  on  Oct.  18  if  no  objection  is  made. 

Alderman  Worthington  said  he  was  willing  it 
should  lie  over  if  any  one  desired.  The  greatest 
objection  he  had  beard  was  fioin  those  who  were 
constables  inferior  in  ability  to  Mr.  Bradlee,  but 
as  this  other  matter  will   have  to  be  investigate 
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be   moved    that   the   nomination  be  laid  on  the 
table,  which  motion  prevailed. 

INVITATION    ACCEPTED. 

An  invitacion  was  received  for  the  Bo5,rd  to  at- 
tend a  lecture  at  the  Boston  Theatre  on  Sunday 
evaniug,  Oct.  17,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Spalding,  in  aid  of 
the  Carney  Hospital.    Accepted. 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  SUFFOLK  JAIL  FOB,    THE    MUNI- 
CIPAL  COURTS. 

The  Chairman  off  ered  the  following: 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Ruild- 
mg*  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  re- 
quested to  procure  and  submit  to  this  Board  as 
early  as  practicable  plans  and  estimates  for  en- 
larging the  Suffolk  County  Jail,  in  North  Charles 
street,  or  for  providing  accommodations  m  the 
jail  yard  for  the  criminal  courts  now  located  in 
the  Court  House. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed, and  stood  adjourned  to  tomorrow  at  7% 
P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    13,    1875. 


A  special  meeniog  of  the  Board  occurred  at  7% 
P.  M.  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  joint  conven- 
tion with  the  School  Committee,  after  which  the 
following  business  was  transacted : 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officer— Simeon  Nolan,  17  Beacon 
street. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  James  Ball  and  others,  constab'es, 
being  presented  duly  certified,  were  approved  by 
the  Board. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  graniing  permits  for  the  removal  of 
trees,  at  petitioners'  expense,  under  direction  of 
Superintendent  of  Common,  as  follows :  Laura  A. 
Loring  et  al.,  36  Essex  street,  Charlestown;  Philo 
S.  Shelton,  37  Chestnut  street;  S.  P.  Payson,  six 
trees  on  Forest  street.    Severally  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    14,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Reports  of  fires  and  alarms  for  September, 
und  of  Paymaster  of  State  aid.    Placed  on  file. 

Papers  were  referred  in  concurrence,  viz. :  1. 
To  Commutee  on  Common,  etc.,  a  commuuicatioa 
from  Sidney  B.  Morse,  tendering  to  the  city  a 
tract  of  land  for  a  public  squhie.  as  shown  on  an 
accompanying  plan  ;  2.  To  Committee  on  Water, 
an  application  from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
for  leave  to  construct  section  1,  and  ceitarn  por- 
tions of  basins  1, 2  and  3  of  Sudbury  River  con- 
duit by  day  labor. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
George  ti.  Davis  that  certain  conditions  on  his 
land  on  East  Newton  street  be  changed  into  re- 
strictions, and  for  change  in  conditions  of  land 
adjoining  burial  ground  on  said  street.  Accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  864.46,  from  the  ap pro- 
prianon  for  Widenmg  Streets  to  that  for  widen- 
ing Leverett  street.  Laidjon  the  table,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Flynn  of  "Ward  7,  on  account  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  not  being  piescnt,  and  subse- 
que»tly  taken  up  and  passed — yeas  57,  nays  1. 
Sent  up. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Tlioroas  Garfield  as 
Trustee  of  the  Public  Library,  in  place  of  D.  S. 
Curtis,  resigned. 

Report  and  order  to  deliver  to  John  J.  McNutt 
two  deeds  of  certain  lots  of  laud  on  Maiden  and 
Warehaai  streets.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  for  tbe  Committee  ou  Water  to  report 
what  action  suould  be  taken  to  enable  the  City 
Collector  to  adjust  his  accounts  for  water  to  East 
Boston  from  Cochituate  service.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Repoit  nominating,  and  certificate  of  election, 
of  George  Curtis  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  place 
of  Ira  Alien,  deceased,  and  minority  repoit  nomi- 
nating H.  L.  Richards  for  said  position.  The  ma- 
jority report  was  accepted  and  the  nomination 
was  laid  over. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  issue  permits  for  target 
firing  by  militia  companies.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

The  Council  pi  oceeded  to  an  election  and  Massrs. 
Whitmore  of  ward  4,  Stacey  of  Ward  21,  and  Leigh- 
tori  of  Ward  1  were  appointed  a  committee  to  col- 
lect and  count  votes.    They  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes 49 

Necessary  to  a  choice 25 

Thomas  (iaffleld  had 13 

George  S.  Hillard 34 

William  E.  Perkins 1 

J.W.  Steere 1 


And  Mr.  Hillard  was  declared  elected  io  non-con- 
currence.   Sent  up. 

Order  for  a.  transfer  of  $65.09,  from  item  for 
"Contingent  Expenses"  to  that  for  "Assessors' 
Sheets,"  in  the  appropriation  for  Registration  of 
Voters,  etc.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  accouct  of  the 
lack  of  two-thirds  of  the  members,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7,  and  subsequently  taken  up 
and  passea  in  concurrence — yea.;  57,  nays  1. 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  EASTERN- AVENUE  "WHARF. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  the  Coun- 
cil tO"k  up  the  special  ?ssignment  for  7.45  P.  M., 
viz.,  order  for  a  transfer  of  $6800  from  the  Re- 
served Fund,  to  be  expended  in  altering  and  en- 
larging Eastern-avenue  wharf  to  accommodate 
che  steamer  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Pu^ic 
Institutions,  tae  work  to  be  done  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and 
authorizing  them  to  settle  with  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners tor  tide  waters  to  be  built  ovei. 

Passed  in  coneu  rsnc? — yeas  57,  nay  1. 

ORCHARD  PARK   AND  MADISON  SQUARE. 

p  Under  the  head  of  unfinished  business  the 
Council  considered  tbe  order  fo/  additional  ex- 
penditures in  department  of  Common,  etc.,  viz., 
for  superintendence  and  labor,  $7000;  for  grading 
and  improving  Madison  square,  §5000;  for  en- 
closing  anc  improving  Bromley  park,  $1300;  said 
sums  to  re  tiausferred,  viz.,  from  appropriation 
for  extension  of  fence  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
$10,000;  for  capping  and  pointing  wall  on  Foun- 
tain square,  $1500;  for  building  bank  wall  on 
Washington  park,  $1500;  tor  bird  houses,  $300 — 
with  a  proposed  amendment  to  strike  out  "$5000" 
as  above  set  forth,  and  insert  instead  tnere  if 
"$2800,"  and  also  the  following:  "For  grading  and 
improving  Orchard  park,  $2200,"  and  an  amend- 
ment to  tne  amendment  to  strike  out  "$2800,"  and 
insert  in  its  place  "$3000,"  and  to  strike  out 
"$2200,"  and  insert  "$2000  '  in  place  thereof. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
ameaded  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Cushing  of  Ward  4 — Can  the  order  be 
Emended  again  ? 

The  President; — Io  some  other  part,  but  not  in 
the  portion  already  amended. 

Mr.  Cushing— There  are  parts  of  this  order  as 
amended  which  are  objected  to  by  individuals  of 
this  committee,— especially  tbe  proposed  expendi- 
ture on  Orchard  park.  I  thought  we  could  pass 
the  appropriations  for  supeiinteDdence,  labor  and 
Bromley  park,  and  let  the  other  matters  rest 
awhile  till  we  can  decide  whether  to  contiuue 
those  improvements  on  Madison  square  and 
Orchard  park. 

The  President — Unless  a  motion  to  wcorsider 
prevails  the  amendments  relating  to  Orchard  park 
cannoi  be  revised. 

Mr.  Cushing — Would  a  motion  to  reconsider  be 
in  order? 

The  President — It  would,  at  the  proper  time,  and 
if  no  objection  is  made  the  Chair  will  entertain  it 
now,  if  tbe  gentleman  should  see  fit  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Cushing — Then  I  move  to  r^conjider  t^e 
vote  by  which  the  aaaenduieots  relating  to  Or- 
chard park  ana  Madison  square  were  adoptsd. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13—1  hope  that  motion  v. ill 
not  prevail  it  the  geutlemau  can  give  no  other 
reason  thau  that  membeisof  the  committee  would 
like  to  wait  a  little  longer.  It  don't  seeni  io  me 
that  that,  is  a  good  and  substantial  reason.  If 
there  is  a  good  reason  I  will  favoi  a  reconsidera- 
tion. It  is  kuovn  that  this  is  a  good  time  to  do 
that  work:  labor  and  materials  are  cteaper  thau 
thsy  will  be  for  some  time.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass  now. 

In  this  connection  the  President  read  a  i  eport 
from  tbe  City  Engineer  in  obedience  to  order  of 
Oct.  5th,  that  the  estimated  amount,  of  filling  re- 
quited to  complete  the  raising  of  the  grade  of 
Oichard  park  to  the  grade  of  che  portion  already 
filled,  it  rneasiued  in  place,  is  thirty  cubic  yard's 
of  gravel  in  path,  aod  2200  cubic  yards  of  loam  on 
the  grounds.    Read  and  sent  up. " 

Mr.  Cushing — In  answer  to  th-?  gentleman  lioin 
Ward  13, 1  Mill  say  that  in  the  first  place  there  i  as 
no  appropriation  for  Oichard  park,  when  the  luul- 

§ct  vas  made  up  at  the  fiist  of  the  year.  He  and 
is  colleagues  we;e  very  earnest  to  hare  some- 
thing done  there,  and  claimed  that  $2000  would 
put  toe  park  in  good  condition.  Since  then  $2500 
have  been  expended  there,  and  thev  still  want  the 
$2000  t . .  at  they  thought  would  finish  it  at  the  fiist 
of  the  season,  I  should  like  to  iret  at  a  ay  to  fix 
it.  It  is  possible  that  $2000  may  complete  n,  aod 
that  it  may  be  a  good  job  for  the  city  to  do.    It  is 
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also  possible  that  $3000  arayfiuisb  Madison  square, 
although  the  gentlernau  told  us  that  when  the 
preseot  work  was  done  it  would  b-  filleu  up. 

Mr.  Wilbur— The  g-ntlenian  from  Ward  4  must 
have  misunderstood  me,  as  it  was  Orchard  park 
to  which  I  had  reference. 

Mr.  Cushing— I  understood  him  to  sav  Madison 
square.  How  I  came  to  undeistaod  that  it  was 
Madison  squaie  was  that  it  was  sinking  all  the 
time,  and  they  had  not  a  firm  botto  n  there,  and 
could  iot  get  one  unless  it  was  filled  witi  gravel. 
We  have  exptnded  $15,000  on  Madison  squaie, 
$500  this  year  and  $10,000  last  year.  It  ws  are  go- 
ing to  spend  $3000  more  and  not  coinplete  it,  I 
don't  think  any  gentleman  in  the  Council  would 
like  to  do  so.  Those  are  ioy  reasons  tor  wishiog 
to  have  the  matter  reconsideied. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — My  colleague  u.oon  the 
comrnittefi  i-s  slightly  mistaken  in  stating  ihat 
$10,000  tveic  spent  last  year  and  $5000  tins  year 
upon  Madison  square.  Y\  e  have  spent  $5000  this 
year,  but  only  $10,000  hav-,  been  spent  altogether. 
As  for  the  siuking,  there  is  reason  io  l.e  mistaken 
there.  It  lias  s  -ttled,  but  the  engineer  at-  d  parties 
ex  ert  in  the  matter  have  stated  their  belief  that 
there  will  be  no  more  settling  at  all,  and  that  ;i 
sure  foundation  has  beeu  leached.  It  is  true  the 
square  is  not  finished.  There  was  a  discussion  in 
the  committee,  and  it  was  considered  by  tome— as 
I  had  the  honor  to  state  to  the  Council  the 
other  eveniog— thai  it  would  be  injudicious  to 
spend  the  whole  amount  upon  Madison  squaie; 
taat  the  matter  should  be  equalized  and  that  some 
portion  of  the  money  should  go  to  Orchard  park. 
1  believed  that  the  «  hole  of  the  money  should  not 
be  spent  in  one  place  at  the  present  time.  The 
great  difficulty  was  that  when  the  appropriatiou 
was  made  up  at  the  first  of  the  yeai,  the  commit- 
tee judged  that  $115,000  should  be  appropriated 
for  Common  and  Squaies,  and  that  vas  agreed 
to  without  a  dissenting  voice;  but  when  that  mat- 
ter reached  the  Finance  Committee,  in  the  usual 
course  of  business,  that  appropriation  was  cut 
down  from  $115,000  to  $85,000,  without  the  com- 
mittee knowing  anything  about  it.  The  committee 
did  not  wish  to  be  tactions  about  it  ana  let  it 
pass;  but  some  of  us  believed  that  the  appropria- 
tion would  be  short.  I  believer,  thot  tnor ••  should 
be  added,  and  as  one  I  would  n't  object  to  adding 
more  now,  though,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com 'nit- 
tee,  it  is  not  advisaole  to  ask  for  any  more  money 
dow.  It  was  the  judgment  of  some  members  of 
the  committee  that  the  money  should  be  divided. 
Madison  square  and  Orchard  paik  both  need  an 
appropriation,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
claim  of  the  frieuds  of  Orchard  park  is  right  and 
jnoicious.  A  sehoolhouse  is  verv  near  the  park, 
and  cmldren  have  to  wade  thiough  waterin  cross- 
ing:  it.  Certainly  there  siiould  be  something  more 
than  has  already  been  done.  Gentlemen  living 
aojacent  to  Orchard  park  can  judge  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  us,  and  I  believe  they  have  made  out  a 
good  ease.  As'  an  indiviuual,  my  judgment  is 
against  a  reconsideration,  for  I  thiok  it  is  an 
equit;ble  decision 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — As  I  understand  this 
mattpr  the  dispute  is  about  whether  any  money 
ought  to  be  spent  tuere,  and  if  so,  how  much 
should  be  spent  upon  Mudisnu  square  and  Orch- 
ard park.  I  think  it  extiemely  doubtful  whether 
the  order  will  gst  a  two-thirds  vote  with  these 
provisions,  and  I  understand  that  it  is  tow  pro- 
posed to  so  amevd  the  order  as  to  leave  them  for 
future  consideration  upon  thsit  own  merits, 
if  the  motion  to  reconsider  prevails,  and 
pass  the  additional  exneiditur^s  for  superintend- 
ence, labor  and  improvement  of  Bromiey  p?rk, 
and  not  delay  the  whole  matter  on  account  of  the 
objections  to  these  two  parts.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  desirable.  My  impression  is  ihacche 
order  in  its  present  shape  cannot  get  the  neces- 
sary two-thirds  vote,  and  the  only  wav  to  get  chat 
is  to  modrry  it  by  leaving  tho-e  two  items  out. 

Mr.  Shaw— It  is  but  fair  that  this  matter  should 
be  plaiuly  and  distinctly  understood  by  the  Coun- 
cil. The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  is  to  lay  these  two  matters  over.  It  is  now  the 
middle  of  October,  and  if  they  are  laid  over  now 
they  virtually  go  over  for  the  year.  What  will  be 
the  effect  of  that?  Why,  sir,  laborers  are  now  in 
need  or  laDor.  The  city  has  a  contract  for  loam 
at  sixty-eight  cents  a  load,  and  probably  so  low  a 
contraci  as  that  will  never  be  made  gain.  That 
work  can  never  be  done,  in  my  judgment,  ant- 
thing  like  as  cheaply  as  it  can  now.  It 
is  a  very  impoitant  consideration  whether 
we  pay  sixty-eight  cents  a  load  for  loam, 
or  fl,  $1.25  or  $1  50.    Everybody  knows  that  the 


great  question  of  labor  is  coming  prominently  be- 
fore ths  oeople,  and  it  is  for  th>  interest  of  the 
city  to  look  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  peoplo  by 

fiving  employment  to  laborers  duiing  ih-  coming 
ard  winter.  I  merely  state  this  for  general  con- 
sideration. Here  are  two  quite  cousin  enable  jobs 
to  be  done,  and  I  shall  oppose  a  reconsideration 
for  the  leasons  I  have  given,  and  because  1  think 
the  best  enn-  to  do  the  work  is  the  ptesent. 

Mi .  Tr^m  of  Ward  13—1  don't  exactly  look  at  it 
as  a  matter  of  policy  for  the  city  to  do  this  work 
on  Orchard  park,  anv  more  than  a,  great  many 
other  pieces  of  v  ork,  but  as  a  matter  of  absolute 
necessity  and  protection  to  the  city.  The  present 
grade  of  the  walks  on  Orchard  park  is  about  a 
foot,  I  should  judge,  above  the  level  of  the  park ; 
and  the  coasequeuce  is  that  after  every  heavy 
rain  the  water  remains  there  until  it  soaks  into 
the  ground.  After  the  last  heavy  rain  the  aout- 
ters  complained  ot  being  damaged  by  the  over- 
flow of  water.  Heretofore  the  water  has  runoff  into 
the  sewers,  nut  now  it  is  confineo  and  \,i  cks  into  the 
cellars,  and  it  i«  a  question  in  rnv  mind  whether 
tf-e  city  i.-  not  liable  for  damages.  Many  such 
cases  have  come  before  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
and  in  my  opinion  this  is  just  as  good  a  case  as 
otheis.  As  the  gentleaao  fioro  Waid  5  states, 
the  cbildieu  have  to  <  r jss  there.  The  Dearborn 
Sehoolhouse  backs  op  ou  to  tie  park,  and  the 
chiloren  go  through  there  to  school.  This  is  a 
trifling  expense  co.nparsd  to  o'harstuat  the  city 
fas  incurred  in  other  sections,  and  will  give  us  in 
Ward  13  just  the  convenience  that  we  wa.tfor 
that  park,  and  we  ceitainly  have  n't  been  very 
sfrenuoiu  in  our  appeals  for.  movey.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  see  tit  to  pass  the  older. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  wish  to  say  one  word  in 
regard  to  tho  original  appropriation  for  Common 
and  Squares,  and  the  cutting  down  of  that  appro- 
priaticn  as  pertinent  to  ihi<=  subject.  There  seems 
to  be  a  desire  to  create  an  impression  of  superior 
sagacity,  and  that  some  persons  connected  with 
the  Committee  ou  Common  and  Squares  weiv  en- 
able in  then  original  estimates  to  cipher  out  just 
what  would  be  wanted  down  to  a  dollar.  Experi- 
ence is  a  valuable  teai  her,  and  I  have  seen  a  great 
many  learn  in  that  school.  The  Commiitee  on 
Common  asked  at  the  beginni  g  of  ibe  year  for  a 
turn  of  money,  and  the  Committee  on  Finance  un- 
derstood their  duty  to  be  to  cut  down  appropria- 
tions which  tbey  deemed  unnecessary,  and  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  think  they  did  tbeii  duty  faithfully 
and  well.  Thechief  curting  down  of  that  appro- 
priation, to  which  the  geutleman  from  Ward  5 
[Mi.  Shaw]  has  alluded,  was  for  proposed  work  on 
Commonwealth  avenue.  An  appropriation  was 
asked  for  to  extend  that  avenue  to  ttefai  chest 
extent  which  it  is  propo.ed  to  carry  it.  In  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  it  was  stated  that  probably  we 
should  not  get  a  good  title  to  the  streets  this  year, 
and  that  orje  square  would  be  all  that  could  prob- 
ably be  built  beyond  where  there  was  a  block  of 
houses  buildi'.g,  or  to  be  built  this  season.  There- 
fore, it  was  decided  that  that  appropriation  Deed 
not  be  so  large,  and  the  sum  of  $10,000,  instead  of 
$25,000,  was  allowed  to  stand  to  build  one  more 
square,  and  if  you  look  at  this  order  you  will  find 
that  amoDg  the  transfers  is  this  very  $10,000  from 
the  appropriation  for  extension  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  not  used  this  year.  Now,  it  does  seem  to 
me,  as  another  member  or  the  committee,  that  I 
may  be  allowed  to  follow  the  examole  of  my 
illustrious  predecessor,  and  also  say  exper- 
ience is  worth  something.  We  bave  found  that  this 
$10,000  was  not  reeded  this  year,  and  consequently 
we  have  the  money  to  spend,  and  no  superior 
judgment  has  been  exercised  in  regard  to  this  ap- 
propriation by  those  who  made  toe  original  es- 
timates. I  have  no  particular  feeling  in  legard 
to  Madison  square  or  Orchard  park.  They  are  un- 
fortunate ana,  I  may  say,  unprofitable  property 
at  present,  because  a  large  amount  must  be  laid 
out  upon  them  even  after  these  appropriations 
zre  made.  The  city  "ill  be  calle.o  upon  to  put 
them  iato  the  shape  that  will  be  needed  to  make 
the  prouerty  around  there  as  it  should  i.e.  I  don't 
know  that  I  wish  to  express  any  decided  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  reconsideration.  I  should  think, 
if  there  is  anv  feeling  about  it,  that 
it  is  no  more  than  fair  and  judicious  that 
this  money  should  be  divided  betweeo  these  two 
unprofitable  pieces  of  propeity,  although  our 
friends  of  Orchard  park  seem  to  forget  that  they 
have  already  received  what  they  asked  for  ($2000) 
and  a  little  more  ($2500),  and  row  come  in  and  re- 
quest the  completion  of  the  job.  Stan,  as  it  will 
requiie  so  little  to  make  equitable  division,  I  cer- 
tainly aaa  willing  to  vote  they  should  have  it. 
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Mr.  Wilbur — I  would  like  to  state  one  word  iu 
regard  to  the  amount  of  filling  Tequired  there. 
The  Engineer  estimates  20  yards  of  gravel  and 
2200  yards  of  loam.  On  the  7th  of  September  I 
stated  that,  accordiog  to  measurements  I  had 
made,  it  would  take  2400  yards  of  loam  for  what 
the  Engineer  says  will  require  2200,  and  I  stated 
30  or  40  yaidsot  gravel,  which  he  puts  at  20.  I 
stated  that  I  would  guarantee  to  fiod  a  party  who 
would  complete  the  job  for  $2200.  On  the  basis  of 
the  Engineer's  figures,  the  cost  foots  up  about 
$2000,  oi  a  little  less— $1875.  After  receiving 
this  information  from  The  Engineer,  it  does 
seem  tc  me  that  it  can  be  finished  for 
$2000.  This  matter  has  been  laid  over  for  some 
time,  ana  although  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
that  members  should  have  time  to  investigate,  I 
think  it  has  been  delayed  long  enough.  The  sea- 
son is  getting  late  ana  I  hooe  the  order  as  amend- 
ed will  be  passed  tonight. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  and  the  order 
as  amended  was  passed— yeas  52,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Brackett, 
Burdiif,  Burgess,  Clarke,  Collins,  Cu^hman,  Day, 
Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Guild,  Harmon, 
Hartigan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Howes,  Kingslev, 
Lappen,  Leighton,  Moley,  Mooney,  Morrison, 
Newton,  Osborne,  Page,  Pierce,  Power,  Shaw, 
Sibley,  Smith,  Spraeue,Stacey,  Sweetser.Thacher, 
Train,  Trull,  Wadsworth,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitcomb,  Wbitinore,  Wilbur,  Willcutt,  Wilson— 
52. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Crocker,  Cushing,  Damon, 
Jaques,  Loring,  Parker— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voiii.g — Messrs.  Cawley,  Coyle, 
Curtis,  Kelley,  Kimball,  Kingsbury,  Long,  Mur- 
ray, Noyes,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Rice,  Sampson, 
Woods— 14. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

THE  CITY    CHARTER. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11  moved  to  take  up  the 
special  assignment  for  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  the  new  city 
charteras  amended  by  che  Board  of  Aldermen. 
(City  i,oc.No.  50. 1875.) 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  Chair  was  in 
doubt. 

Mr.  Biacketi  of  Ward  10  moved  that  the  doubt 
be  solved  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote.    Carried. 

The  motiou  to  take  up  the  assignment  was  lost 
bv  a  tie  vote— 29  yeas,  29  nays. 

'Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Biackitt,  Burditt,  Burgess, 
Clarke,  Crocker,  dishing,  Cushman,  Damon,  Day, 
Fitzgerald,  Guild,  Haunon,  Hiscock,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kingsley,  Leighton,  Loring,  Morrison, 
Newton,  Page,  Pierce,  Sprague,  Sweetsei,  Train, 
Wadsworth,  Whitmore,  Willcut—  29. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Bent,  Collins, 
Devereux,  Duggan,  Edwards,  Felt,  Fitzpatrick, 
Flynn,  Goldthwait,  Hairigan,  Hicks,  Lappen,  Mo- 
ley, Mooney,  Osborne,  Power,  Shaw,  Sible^, 
Smith,  Stacey,  Tbacber,  Trull,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitcoruo,  Wilbur,  Wilson— 29. 

Absent  or  not  votm a— Messrs.  Cawley,  Coyle, 
Curtis,  Kelley,  KimbaU,  Kmasbury,  Long,  Mur- 
ray, Noyes,  Parker,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Rice,|Samp- 
son,  Woods— 15. 

THE  COMMON  FENCE. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  whereby  was  lejected  the  order  for  a 
transfer  of  $3400  from  the  Reserved  Fivud,  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  tor  Tremont-srreet 
mall  curb. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willcutt  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  laid  on  the  table. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Street  Commissioners.  Communication  trans- 
mitting a  resolve  and  order  for  the  wideniug  of 
South  street  at  the  corner  of  Summer  street,  by 
taking  land  of  John  Dwyer  and  Michael  Barrett, 
at  an  adjudged  expense  of  $44,212.  Referred,  on 
motiou  of  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9,  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Bra  kettof  Ward  10— Petition  of  Joseph 
B.  Glover  for  payment  of  costs  in  a  suit  against 
the  ciiv.    Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims 

By  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— Petitiou  of  Winnisim- 
met  Ferry  Comnany  for  extension  of  time  in 
which  to  use  the  East  Boston  south  ferry  slip  for 
ten  days,  as  the  work  of  dredging  has  not  been 
completed.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Page,  to 
the  Comuiitte  e  on  East  Boston  Ferries,  with  full 
powers. 


PAY   OF  LABORERS  IN   PAVING  DAPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  5  submitted  tha  following: 

Boston,  Mass.,  14th  October,  1875. 

The  minority  le  port  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council: 

There  are  at  present  815  persons  employed  in 
the  Paving  Department. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  sixth  section  of  the 
ordinance  in  Nation  t«  stitets  the  Superinten- 
dent claims  that  he  has  authoiity  to  make  all  con- 
tracts for  supply  of  labor  aad  materials,  subject, 
however,  to  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  With  the  advice  of  some  of  the 
committee  the  Superintendent  maae  a  reduction 
of  12%  per  ceot.  on  the  pay  of  all  the  laborers  and 
paviors  in  his  depar-ment,  but  he  has  not  made 
any  reduction  io  the  pay  of  eighteen  of  those  un- 
der him,  his  reasons  being  that  these  men  were 
not  adequately  compensated  previously. 

His  reason  for  toe  reduction  was  toat  other  cor- 
porations do  not  pay  as  much  for  labor,  and  he 
states  his  intention  was  not  to  lessen  the  labor 
on  streets,  bet  to  have  the  money  sro  further. 

The  number  of  those  employed  is  as  follows: 

688  Common  laborers,  at $1.75  per  diem 

12  Stock  and  tally  men,  at 2.00   "       " 

3  Stablemen, at 2.00    "       " 

5  Two-horse  teamsters,  at 1.8S   "       " 

5  Powdermen.at $2.00to2.25    "       " 

2  Wharfingers. at 2.25to3.00    "       " 

67  Mechanics,  at 2.25  to  3.25    "       " 

19  Sub-foremen,  at 2.25  to  -"UK)    "       " 

(one     at  $80) 

10  Foremen <six     at  §100 >per month. 

(three  at  $125) 

When  the  Superintendent  was  asked  if  he 
thought  the  laborers  could  liveoj  the  wages  at 
the  proposed  reduction  when  put  on  two-thirds 
and  three-quarters  time,  as  they  have  been  for 
eight  mouths  tiast,  his  opinion  was  that  they  could 
not,  and  f  ortb>r  that  it  was  not  his  wish  mat  the 
reduction  should  be  made. 

Your  committee  canoot  find  any  record  of  a 
vote  by  either  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ihe  City 
Council  or  the  Committee  on  Paving,  authorizing 
the  Superintendent  to  make  any  reduction  in  the 
rate  ot  w»gss  as  above  mentioned;  consequently 
he  has  assumed  this  authoiity  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility, wh6te by  tbe  following  provisiou  of  the 
sixth  section  of  the  ordinance  iu  relation  to  streets 
is  entirely  set  at  nought: 

"A 'id  toe  city  shall  i  ot  be  responsible  for  anv  of 
his  doings  that  have  not  been  ordered  by  the  City 
Council,  or  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  sanctioned 
by  express  vote." 

In  our  opinion  this  does  uot  give  the  Superin- 
tendent the  power  of  reducing  the  pay  without  a 
vote  taken  by  the  committee. 

At  the  present  rate  of  wages  of  two  collars  a 
day  for  laborers,  they  can  tain  only  about  fifty 
dollars  per  month  on  full  time,  and  'jut  from  thir- 
ty-three to  thirty-seven  dollars  should  they  work 
ouly  two-thirds  or  three-quarters  time. 

Most  of  tuese  men  have  famili  -s  of  from  four  to 
five  and  six  in  number  to  support  out  of  their 
earnings,  while  the  reut  of  tenerneut  hou«es  and 
prices  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life  are  just 
as  high  as  ever. 

Your  committee  consider  that  it  would  be  inex- 
pedient for  the  City  Government  to  tmow  th?se 
laborers  on  $1.75  pel  day  and  put  them  on  two- 
thirds  and  three-foui  ibs'time  as  is  generally  the 
case,  whicti  would  give  them  only  from  twenty- 
nine  to  thirty-three  dollars  per  month. 

Your  committee  cannot  agree  to  this  redaction 
io  the  wages  of  the  laborers  and  paviors,  :-s  they 
cannot  support  their  families  on  that  amount. 

Will  this  City  Government  consider  how  these 
men  can  live  on  $1.75  per  day  at  three-fourths 
time?  If  the  expenses  be  reduced  at  all,  let  the 
reduction  be  general;  let  the  refreshment  bills  be 
reduced  trouT$20,000  per  year. 

Let  any  man  take  this  to  heart  and  imagine 
himself  at  $1-75  per  day.  Let  him  consider  how 
long  it  vould  last,  much  less  the  same  paj  at  re- 
duced time. 

Should  the  proposed  reduction  take  place,  the 
laboreis  ebould  have  full  time;  otherwse  they 
should  have  $2  per  day  if  their  time  is  to  be  re- 
duced. 

Your  committee  canoot  see  what  advantage  tbe 
city  cau  gain  by  such  a  wholesale  reduction  of  the 
pay  of  the  laboring  class.  Additional  soup  bouses 
will  have  to  be  supplied,  otherwise  such  a  reduc- 
tion will  encourage  theft,  muider  aud  highway 
robbety,  as  a  means  for  them  to  get  money  enough 
to  meet  their  wants.  John  K.  Walsh. 

John  Kelly. 


OCTOBER       14,       1875. 
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Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tbacher  of 
Ward  15,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  ma- 
jority leport. 

SALE  OF  STEAMER. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Vf  ard  16  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  oo  Public  Institution  a,  on 
request  of  the  Directors,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  be  aod  they  are  berebv  authorized  to 
sell  by  public  auciion,  at  such  time  and  upon  such 
terms  as  they  may  deem  best  for  toe  interest  of 
the  citv,  the  steamboat  Henry  Morrison,  tae  pro- 
ceeds of  said  sale  to  be  paid  to  the  City  Collector. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

ELLEN  DONOVAN'S  CLAIM. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15submitced  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  represei.ting  that 
a  suit  having  been  brougnt  agai.ist  the  city  by 
Ellen  Donovao  to  recover  damages  on  account  of 
personal  injuries  caused  by  au  alleged  defect  in 
Fifth  street,  South  Boston,  the  committee  have, 
upon  the  suggestion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  exam- 
ined the  case,  and,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
City  Council,  have  agreed  with  the  counsel  for 
plaintiff  to  settle  the  claim  by  the  payment,  of 
$1500  and  the  costs  01  court.  They  therefore  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Ellen  Donovan  the  sum  ot  $1500  ami  the  co-ts  of 
court  in  the  suit  against  the  city  now  pending  io 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in  consideration  of 
her  giving  to  the  city  a  release  and  discharge, 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  for  all  ddinaees, 
co  ts  aod  expenses  for,  or  on  account  of,  the  per- 
sonal injuries  received  Dy  her  on  the  15tb  day  of 
March,  A.  I).  1870,  from  an  alleged  defect  iu 
Filth  streec,  South  Boston. 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Timelier  (who  said  the  paities  de- 
sired to  receive  the  money  by  the  first  of  -;ext 
week),  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

ADDITIONAL  SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  following 
fiooi  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  : 

Report  thai  it  is  iuexpedient  to  graDt  request  of 
School  Committee  tor  additional  lanri  for  1he 
Eliot  High  School,  Waid  17.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Reuort  on  tequest  for  temporary  primary-school 
accommodations  in  the  buildiuir  recently  pur- 
chased in  Dorchfcster,  recommending  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  piovule  temporary  school 
accommodations  in  the  building  recently  pur- 
cha=,  d  for  the  Doi Chester  Everett  School  district, 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  tbe  appropriation 
for  Schoolbouses,  Public  Buildings 

Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  ibe  mle,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  (who  said  the 
city  is  renting  rooms  for  that  school  new),  and 
passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  request  for  additional  accommoda- 
tions in  tht  Am  r  w  district,  recommending  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  additional  accom- 
modations for  the  primary  pupils  in  the  Andrew 
district,  tb^  expense  to  be  cnarged  to  tbe  appro- 
priation for  Schoolhoures,  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered  io  a  secona  leaoirg. 

PERMITS  FOR  WOODEN    BUILDINGS. 

Mr.Goldthwait  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing from  tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buiidiugs: 

Repoits  and  orders  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
peimits  for  tbe  erection  of  wooden  buildings  ac- 
cording to  applications  on  file  in  the  Inspector's 
Department,  as  follows:  F.W.Webster,  on  un- 
named  street,  off  Columbia  street,  Ward  16;  South 
Bosiou  Iron  Company,  io  rear  ot  57  Foundry 
stre-t;  William  Ef.  Bennett,  Dec;.tur  stieet,  Ward 
1.    Orders  severally  read  t  vice  and  passed. 

Reporc  and  order  authorizing  a  permit  to  Ed- 
ward F.  Meany  co  erect  a  temporary  wooden  shed 
on  land  on  Wareham  street,  purchased  of  the  city 
June  lstj  1868,  provided  the  same  is  done  under 
the  direction  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  and  on 
condition  that  the  same  shall  be  removed  when- 
ever so  directed  by  tbe  Mayor  or  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.    Order  read  twico  and  passed. 

Severally  sent  up. 

THE  DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10   offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special   Committee    on 

Division  of  Wards  be  requested    to  prepare  or 


cause  to  be  prepared  a  map  showing  the  number  of 
voters  living  on  tbe  several  streets,  courts  and  pas- 
sageways thereof,  included  in  each  of  the  wards, 
as  defiled  in  tbe  diaft  of  the  ordinance  printed  in 
City  Document  No.  105. 

Mr.  Whitinore  of  Ward  4 — Tne  gentleman  can 
hardly  be  aware  of  toe  expense  involved  in  that 
order.  To  give  all  tbe  figures  for  which  be  calls 
on  a  lichoeiapa  map  could  hardly  be  done  this 
year,  though  it  can  he  done,  and  is  a  mere  matter 
of  expense.  There  is  no  stone  or  plate  which  can 
be  used  lot  ihat  purpose,  tbe  only  one  which  tbe 
city  bad  having  been  de  troy  3d  in  tbe  great  fire. 
Ingetling  up  the  maps  accompanying  the  report 
of  the  committee,  we  were  obliged  io  have  pen 
and  ink  sketches  mane,  and  tben  have  cbem  pho- 
to-lithographed, and  ihe  scale  is  so  small  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  give  the  figures  referred  to. 
If  the  map  is  io  be  used  in  determining  the  pres- 
ent division,  it  cannot  be  done  "hi-,  year.  It 
is  customary  to  have  the  ward  boundaries  cl.anged 
before  the  city  electiou  in  December, aod  tbe  map 
could  not  be  put  in  order  before  tbe  middle  or  last 
ot  that  month.  Unless  the  object  desired  can  be 
reached  in  no  other  v-ay,  I  think  the  passage  otthe 
order  at  present  is  nardly  desirable. 

Mr.  Brackett— The  order  was  placed  upon  my 
desk  by  another  member  of  the  Couucil,  who  is 
obliged  to  be  away,  and  of  course  I  am  unable  to 
explain  it.  I  understood  there  was  a  map  of  that 
kind  io  the  possession  of  the  committee,  and  I 
suppose  the  object  of  the  order  was  to  place 
the  same  information  before  the  Council 
that  the  committee  nave  had  in  decei mining 
the  number  of  voters  in  each  ward.  Parbaps  the 
committee  can  suggest  some  other  plan  for  ob- 
taiuingthe  information. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Members  of  the  Council  who 
are  familiar  wiih  printing  will  understand  that 
the  object  of  the  gentleman  who  furnisbel  the 
order — not  the  gentleman  who  presented  it — was 
based  upon  a  misapprehension  of  the  possibilities 
of  tne  printing  art.  It  is  undouotedly  trae  that  •:. 
map  web  prepared  for  tbe  use  ot  the  committee; 

in  a  directory  map  wvs  taken  and  the  figures 
were  made  in  pen  and  ink.  Whether  the 
object  desired  by  the  order  is  desirable 
I  will  not  discuss;  but  I  will  remind 
the  Council  that  the  object  of  appointing 
a  committee  was  to  lefer  to  tbem  the  work  of 
adding  up  and  dividing  the  figures  upon  this  ooe 
map.  The  sirae  system  was  pursued  ten  years 
ago.  It  is  impossible  to  get  up  a  map  showing  the 
exact  number  of  voters  in  each  street,  and  for 
that  reason  it  was  necessary  to  have  ch*  commit- 
tee aopointed;  tbey  have  been  through  the  mat- 
ter wiy  thoroughly  and  lepoited  upon  it,  furnish- 
ing all  the  tables  which  could  be  of  imaginary 
service  to  show  low  the  proposed  division  was  ar- 
rived at.  The  only  practical  suggestion  I  can 
make  is  chat  the  Couucil  proceed  to  discuss  the 
plan,  and  if  any  member  suggests  alterations, 
that  thev  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  to  re- 
port wuat  would  be  the  change  in  the 
number  of  vot«rs  in  any  waul  because  of 
such  charge  in  tbe  ward  lines;  and  on  that  the 
committee  can  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — The  gentleman  is  cor- 
rect in  stating  that  this  caonot  be  doneso  speedily 
by  the  process  of  litbogiapby;  but  the  heliotype 
process  is  used  a  great  oeal,  and  if  the  committee 
have  such  a  plan  as  I  understand  they  have,  the 
figures  can  be  put  on  such  a  map  by  tbis  process, 
and  it  certainly  can  be  done  iu  two  or  three  days, 
without  any  very  serious  expense.  It  is  desirable 
that  all  the  facts  should  be  before  the  Council. 
The  gentleman  seems  desirous  of  keeping  all  the 
facts  in  the  bosom  of  che  committee,  and  if  an 
amendment  is  proposed  they  till  come  in  next 
week  and  say  it  is  all  wrong.  If  we  have  such  a 
plan  before  us  we  can  intelligently  propose  alter- 
ations, or  at  least  judge  vbetber  the  committee, 
in  producing  their  astonishing  clan,  have  been 
governed  by  the  necessities  of  tne  case,  as  they 
cUim,  or  whether  any  body  a  little  less  inge- 
uious,  might  not  have  produced  a  different  and 
better  scheme.  I  hope  to  see  such  a  plan.  I  did 
n't  know  this  order  was  to  be  introduced,  but  I 
am  satisfied  there  is  no  practical  difficulty  in  hav- 
ing such  a  plan  before  us  veiy  shortly,  aud  then 
we  can  judge  more  intelligently  than  we  can  at 
present.  Of  course,  the  plan  strikes  one  as  rather 
astonishintr,  and  perhaps  the  peculiarities  of  the 
case  rendered  inch  a  one  necessary,  hut  I  would 
like  to  see  more  evidence  that  I  have  yet. 

Mr.  Wbitmore— I  would  hardiy  venture  to  differ 
from  my  frieud  on  the  subject  of  beliotyping,  but 
fortunately  I  have  something  to  appeal  to.    The 
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plan  Defoie  tbe  members  was  printed  by  the  heiio- 
type  process,  aud  it  is  as  large  a  map  as  can  be 
printed  by  that  process.  It  was  clone  on  tbe  larg- 
est possible  scale,  and  it  took  a  week  to  net  it  out. 
If  gentlemen  will  look  at  tbe  size  of  ths  wards  ana 
the  blocks  in  every  street,  and  imagire  a  number 
to  each  block,  and  if  be  thinks  aoy  o:;e  cai  see  it 
h<*  must  have  better  eyes  than  I  suppose.  Tf  thefig- 
ures  called  for  were  put  upon  that  map,  it  would 
look  as  if  it  had  been  punctured  with  pinholes.  The 
committee  have  no  objection  to  haviDg  the  exper- 
iment tried,  but  I  am  sure  the  Council  would  have 
to  decide  the  subject  on  the  last  day  of  the  year. 
It  tbe  infoimation  could  have  been  fu  nisned  in 
that  way,  it  would  nor  have  been  necessary  to 
have  i he  committee. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Wardll-Amap  could  be  made 
of  each  ward  seyarately,  aod  the  numbers  could 
be  place  i  on  each  block  or  street,  though  I  doubt 
whether  it  would  pav  for  rhe  time  J.nd  expense. 

Mr.  Crocker — I  was  about  to  offer  a  similar  sug- 
gestion, chat  a  map  could  be  printed  io  sections, 
a  larger  scale  being  i.sed  for  the  moie  crowded 
part  of  tbe  city. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  suppose  tbe  ordar 
arose  from  a  cisposicion  on  tbe  part  of  geotlemen 
to  investigate  for  themselves,  and  examine  before 
tbe  Council  in  discussion  what  the  committee  did 
in  a  number  of  weeks.  There  is  no  such  plao  m 
the  hands  of  che  committee,  and  there  is  ro  such 
plau  covering  the  area  of  boston.  There 
are  manuscripts  in  the  possession  of  tbe 
committee.  This  <  map  on  our  table  is 
published  by  tbe  Directory  firm,  but  it  does  not 
show  the  entire  ?,rea  of  tbe  city.  Such  a  plan  as 
is  proposed  could  not  be  finished  before  the  muni- 
cipal election.  It  took  the  uninterrupted  labor  of 
two  persons  for  a  fortnight  to  make  this  map,  and 
it  is  entirely  inadequate  tor  the  purposes  of  the 
order.  I  have  no  oojeccion  to  the  Council  bavins' 
all  the  information  desired,  and  1  don't  want  to 
oblige  any  one  to  swallow  the  report  without  dis- 
cussion; but  I  don't  desire  to  see  time  frittered 
away,  to  enable  a  little  coterie  of  friends  to  con- 
trive how  they  cau  keep  in  some  particular 
ward.  I  am  oecidedly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  prepare  such  a  plan 
for  usi  within  the  next  six  weeks.  The  direction 
of  the  order — to  procure  mforniaion— is  well 
enough  ;  but  this  matter  must  be  settled  between 
now  and  tbe  first  of  November,  that  the  Regis- 
trars may  prepare  the  voting  lists  foi  tbe  city 
election.  It  is  imperative  foi  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  do  this  tbe  piesent  year.  It  would  be 
much  better  to  take  up  tbe  subject,  and  if  any  ob- 
jection is  raised  that  cannot  be  explained,  it  can 
be  referred  back ;  but  to  attempt  to  get  such  a 
plan  of  the  twenty-four  wards,  is  going  to  mtke 
confusion  worse  confounded. 

Mr.  Crocker— It  seems  to  me  if  we  bad  copies  of 
the  plans  referred  to  laid  before  us  we  could  un- 
derstand tbe  matter  well  enough  ourselves.  But 
tbe  argument  seems  ro  toe  that  the  collected  wis- 
dom of  the  Council  bad  better  not  get  a-foul  of 
this  thing — we  had  better  not  meddle  with  it,  but 
swallow  it  blindly.  I  a»i  not  piepared  to  adopt 
that  idea,  but  1  should  prefer  to  kuow  something 
moie  about  it.  I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  in- 
serting ilor  maps"  after  the  words  "a  map." 

Mr.  Brackett  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  lay  the  order  upon  the 
table,  fur  this  reason:  Tus  committee  have  been 
put  upon  their  defence  without  first  having  been 
brought  before  the  bar  of  the  Council.  I  suppose 
it  is  understood  that  if  it  is  proiosed  to  entirely 
rearrange  the  ward  boundaries  as  proposed,  the 
time  of  the  commit  ee  has  been  thrown  away. 
On  tbe  other  hand,  there  is  every  probability  that 
no  alteration  will  be  asked  for  in  most  of  the 
wards.  Consequently,  fbe  more  sensible  way 
will  be  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table  until  the  mind 
of  the  Council  has  been  expressed  on  the  report, 
and  tbe  order  can  be  passed  later  in  the  session. 
It  is  probable— I  wont  say  it  is  evident— that  the 
gtntleinan  from  Ward  6  is  more  interested  in  bis 
own  ward  than  in  any  other  section  of  the  city.  If 
it  should  r.urn  out  then  that  South  aad  East  Bos- 
ton and  Charlestown  are  satisfied  with  the  divi- 
sion, is  it  likely  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
would  be  desirous  of  publishing  maps  ot  those 
sections  ? 

Mr.  Crocker— The  question  may  as  well  be  met 
now.  If  a  majority  of  the  members  are  satisfied 
with  this  distribution,  ihey  will  vote  that  they 
don't  want  anv  plan,  and  drop  the  matter  there. 
If  they  are  not  satisfied  with  it,  but  want  more  in- 
formation, look  beyond  tbeir  <uvn  wards — as  I  do 


—for  the  general  interest  of  the  city,  they  will 
vote  to  nave  the  plaa  made. 

Mr.  Ho  ves— I  trust  the  motion  to  .'ay  on  the 
tab'e  will  prevail,  »s  it  is  almost  certain  that  no 
plan  for  a  uivision  of  the  wards  can  be  arrived  at 
that  will  suit  eve>y  person.  Peisonally,  I  can 
find  defects  in  this  plan,  and  I  could  find  defects 
in  any  plan  whic  i  1  did  not  present  myself.  A. 
niajority  of  the  complaints  come  from  sections  of 
the  city  which  aie  sparsely  settled  and  will  be 
least  represented;  but  I  think  tkLt  caunor  be 
avoided.  Tbe  present  plan  is  generally  satisrac- 
to>y,  I  should  think,  though  amendments  may  be 
made,  ltrus'-  the  plan  will  be  considered  as  a 
wholi  before  we  attempt  to  doctor  it  in  detail. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  hope  the  order  will  be  laid  on  toe 
table,  because  it  will  put  the  matter  over  till  we 
can  get  the  temper  of  the  Council  in  regaic.  to  the 
general  course  of  the  committee. 

The  ordsr  was  laid  on  rhe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmorp,  ths  report  and  or- 
dinance on  division  of  wards  (City  Doc.  105)  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

Oa  motion  ot  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  ordinance  took 
its  first  reading  by  its  title,  aod  tbe  question  was 
on  giving  it  a  secono  readinsr. 

Mi-.  Whitmore— The  report  is  quite  full  and  all 
the  facts  and  explanations  are  given;  but  one  or 
two  objections  have  been  made  to  which  we  can, 
I  think,  g>ve  a  satisfactory  reply.  In  the  first 
place,  ihe  committee  understood  that  their  duty 
was  to  ruabe  a  scheme  by  which  the  Dum- 
ber of  legal  voters  in  each  watd  would  be  ^ery 
neaily  equal;  and  if  we  were  mistaken  in  that 
idea,  we  have  produced  an  entirely  unsatis- 
factory sysem.  But  if  it  bs  understood  that 
such  was"  the  intention  of  the  act,  and  that 
that  was  the  desire  of  the  Council  in  appointing 
tbe  committee,  1  think  we  can  claim  that  we  have 
earned  out  the  instructions  given  us.  By  looking 
at  the  table  on  page  9  of  the  report,  it  will  be 
found  that  there  is  hardly  a  variation  of  200  be- 
tween tbe  largest  and  smallest  nu  nber  of  legal 
voters  iu  aoy  of  the  proposed  war.is  in 
the  old  part  "of  the  city.  It  has  been  com- 
plained that  in  making  the  divisions  no 
regard  has  been  paid  to  future  changes  in 
the  population  of  seveial  wards.  Ttat  I 
have  to  say  tbe  committee  felt  was  no 
part  of  their  duty  to  consider  at  the  present 
time.  The  only  basis  we  had  to  consider  was  the 
number  of  legal  voters  foui.d  iu  tbe  different  sec- 
tions by  the  census  takers  this  year.  I  will  go 
further  and  say  that  the  prognostications  made 
ten  years  ago  in  regard  to  the  future  srrowtu  of 
tbe  city  have  not  been  fulfilled,  and  that  icsult 
would  certainly  have  deterred  us  from  any  such 
course  of  action.  In  regard  to  Chaile>fown.  we 
found  that  it  contained  voters  enough  for  three 
wards  of  nearlv  the  same  number  as  at  present. 
The  general  avetage  there  is  a  little  over  2600  in 
each  ward,  while  the  average  is  2S50  f» "  the  whole 
city.  In  the  same  way  we  fouua  that  East  Boston 
would  ma'je  two,  aud"  South  Boston  three  wards. 
Yet,  sir,  serious  cornplaiuts  have  betn  made  to  me 
because  we  dirt  not  reduce  Charlestown  to  two 
wards  and  oblige  900  or  1000  legal  voters  to  come 
over  to  Boston  to  vote  with  such  as  might  beioiued 
totbsui  from  the  north  partof  chs  citv proper.  I 
think  lean  justify  our  action  by  saying  that  the 
people  of  Charlestown  had  enjoyed  aseparate  gov- 
erumeutaud  been  accustomed  to  the  ward  bounda- 
ries, and  that  it  rould  be  grossly  unfair,  to  make 
a  large  number  cross  the  bridge  to  vote  in  order 
to  secure  absolute  equality.  I  presume  there  is 
litrle  complaint,  if  any,  in  regaid  to  the 
divisions  in  Charlestown.  We  followed  the 
old  boundaries  almost  entirely,  simply  taking 
one  block  at  each  end  and  adoing  theoi  to  the 
smallest  ward.  AVe  h  ve  also  heard  uo  complaint  in 
regard  to  East  Boston, the  boundary  line  of  which 
runs  from  water  to  water,  it  being  the  one  mention- 
ed to  us  by  various  persons  interest  d  in  the  sub- 
ject. It  se.  ms  io  me  that  Porter  street  is  the 
proper  boundary  line  in  the  case  of  Hast  Boston, 
and  I  hope  that,  so  far  as  tbe  five  wrds  named 
me  concerned,  there  will  be  no  opposition  or  ciiti- 
cism.  I  sh  1'  leave  Ihe  explanation  of  the  divi- 
siou  of  South  Boston  to  the  member  from  that 
section  [Mr.  Wilson.]  as  he  is  more  familiar  with 
the  street  1m  s  than  lam:  but  I  have  heard  no 
complaint  in  legard  to  the  acti  >.i  of  the  commit- 
tee. 'JCne  most  dispute  and  discussion  has  be  n 
iu  reirc  id  to  the  division  of  the  city  proper.  1  wish 
t>>  call  attention  to  two  facts:  Kirst.  we  found 
that  West  Roxbury  did  not  contain  enough  legal 
voters  to  make  a  new  ward  by  itself,  ami  that  we 
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wtie  obl'ged  to  add  to  it  from  adjacent  terri- 
tory— that  we  must  take  a  part  eitber  of  Rox- 
bury  or  Dorchester.  We  rectified  tbe  bound- 
ary' between  West  Roxo  ry  aud  Dorchester 
in  accordance  with  tU  riquest  of  the  Asses- 
sors, and  we  have  done  tbe  same  to  tbe 
lioes  between  Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  and  be- 
tween South  Bo-ton  and  Dorcbester.  Up  to  the 
present  time  those  boundaries  were  imaginary 
straight  liues  from  poiot  to  point;  and  rhe  Asses- 
sor requested  us  to  make  the  boundaries  on 
streets  where  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  for  their 
conven'e  ce  in  taxing  the  owners  of  lards.  For 
that  reason  the  boundary  between  Soutii  Boston 
and  Dorcbester  comt-s  to  ths  line  ot  Willow 
court,  a  few  hundred  feet  beyoud  ihe 
former  imaginary  line.  lu  regard  to  West 
^OA-burv,  we  followed  the  bound,  ry  of 
fiick  sireet,  which  is  the  noartst  and  aiade 
the  slightest  change;  aiu  yet,  sir,  I  have  not  tbe 
slightest  doobt  but  that  the  few  individuals  who 
have  been  set  off  will  co.iceive  that  it  was  done 
to  separate  them  from  theb'  political  frieDds.  It 
is  natural  for  every  ore  who  is  obliged  to  go  four 
miles  in  a  duection  ciffeient  from  that  to  which 
he  has  been  accustomed  to  feel  (hat  it  is  doiio  ia- 
teDtiouaily :  bui  if  those  same  individuals  should 
happen  to  cbauge  then  religion  as  tney 
sometimes     do     their      politics,      they     would 

to  to  an  entirely  diffeient  part  of  the  town  on 
uuday  and  tbiiik  nothing  of  it,  yet  they  thluk 
it  very  hard  it  they  have  to  go  two  or  thro?  miles 
to  vote  once  or  twice  a  year.  In  Waid  19  (Brigh- 
ton) we  found  oniy  population  enough  for  ooe- 
half  of  a  ward  ;  and  it  certainly  seemecuotair,  aud 
not  wa  ranted  by  the  act,  to  have  made  a  sepaiate 
waid  tbere,  with  the  samo  power  and  influence  that 
is  exercised  by  twice  the  number  ot  voters  iu 
everv  other  section*  of  the  city.  It  was  im- 
peratively necessary  to  join  pait  of  another 
ward  to  it,  and  the  part  nearest  to  it  is  indi- 
cated on  the  map.  Desiung  to  do  everything 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  those  who  will 
be  obliged  to  go  such  a  long  distauce  to  a  polling 
plane,  the  committee  have  reported  an  oroei  that 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  peiiii  n  tbe  Legisla- 
ture for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  establish  a  second  polling  place  in 
the  Nineteenth  Ward;  so  that  if  thi  plau  is 
adopted,  tbe  election  in  December  will  be  the  only 
one  at  which  the  residents  of  that  ward  will  suffer 
the  inconvenience  product  by  the  plan.  In  the 
main  part  of  the  city — which  is  the  only  one  where 
discussion  has  been  rai-ed  at  all — it  will  be  i  oticed 
that  tbe  ward  lii  es  below  the  Common  have  be°n 
altered  a  good  deal;  and  as  that  has  cieated  con- 
siderable disquiet,  I  offer  tbe  folk  wing  suggestion : 
It  was  necessary  to  begin  somewhere,  in  order  to 
lay  out  the  warur.  Everybody  will  see  c^at  there 
is  a  space  of  tbe  width  of  tbe  Commor,  extending 
from  Churles  River  to  the  harbor,  in  which  ther? 
is  no  population;  the  lioe  of  the  buret  district 
covers  a  space  tuoader  than  the  Common,  and 
alaost  reaching  up  to  if.  I  wish  we  could  have 
marked  out  upon  this  plan  the  space  coveied  by 
the  Common,  Public  G-atdei  and  the  stores,  in 
which  no  legal  voteis  are  to  be  found,  so  that 
every  one  cou'd  appreciate  how  it  forced  us  to 
diaw  an  irresu'ar  line.  This  rorais  the  great 
belt  dividing  tbe  city  into  two  large  portions,  the 
North  and  tue  Soutii  End;  yet  it  happen?,  very  in- 
conveniently, thrt  in  tho  part  north  of  the  Com- 
mon th'ie  are  ei  ough  legal  voters  to  make  four 
wards  and  a  half.  The  committee  wei^  put  in  this 
position :  It  we  should  lay  out  tour  wards  at  the 
Nortn  End  with  3500  or  3700  voters  in  each,  of 
couise  the  average  would  be  reduced  in  the 
remainder  of  tbe  C'ty.  Now,  should  we  have 
made  this  great  inequality?  or  should  we 
carry  a  part  of  a  ward  across  th&  Common 
and  join  it  to  the  nearest  ward  on  that 
side  ?  I  am  prepared  to  ifefeu  i  our  action  as  right 
and  proper  when  we  decided  thft  no  ward  should 
be  larger  than  another,  if  equality  was  possible. 
Having  arrived  at  tuat  opnn'on,  we  commenced 
at  the  end  of  Ward  2,  which  i?  i>ow  ne7/  Ward  3 
(and  wbich  has  not  been  materially  changed;,  tak- 
ing off  a  slice  extending  from  Salem  street  to 
Prince  street.  It  would  have  been  impossible  to 
cut  off  anything  else,  cecause  on  tie  side  towards 
State  street  we  reach  to  Milk  street,  out  find 
nard'y  100  voters  west  of  the  markets.  I  think  it 
would  puzzle  tbe  ingenuity  of  even  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  to  make  a  waid  different  from  Ward 
2.  The  section  betwe  n  old  Ward  3  and  new  Ward 
3  contains  about  enough  materia1  for  a  new 
ward,  aod  it  was  necessary  to  carry  it  up  to  Com  t 
stieet,  as  the  map  will  show.    It  was  necessary  to 


change  old  Ward  3,  and  we  cut  off  a  part  and  put 
it  into  new  Ward  6,  which,  being  then  too  large, 
had  r.ecessarny  to  be  reduced.  In  answer  io  the 
criticism's  in  regard  to  the  inagular  shape  of  this 
ward,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  tact  that  the 
old  ward  extended  down  on  the  line  of  Beacon 
street  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  arid  I  don't 
know  but  beyood  West  Chester  part;  iu  other 
words,  there  was  a  gieat  panhancle,  which  made 
a  greater  inequality  thnu  do  anv  ol  the  lines  as 
at  present  reported.  We  then  take  the  land  near- 
est the  Common,  on  both  sides,  and  put  the 
two  part-'  together.  I  must  couftss  that  new 
Ward  7.  as  laid  our,  doss  not  look  so  square  as  e* 
Ward  13  or  17;  but  with  the  Common  and  Puolic 
Garden  in  the  centre  we  could  not  get  straight 
lines  for  boundaries,  or  form  a  square  waru — we 
ha  i  to  false  the  streets  as  they  are  laid  out.  Tbe 
ulan  ou  page  10  furnishes  information  which  the 
Council  mo:-t  desiie  to  see.  It  shows  the  pans  of 
the  old  tweuty-one  wards  required  to  make  th& 
tw.nty-four  ne  v  wards.  That  table  has  tot  been 
printed  in  'be  newspapers,  probably  ou  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty  of  si  ranging  it  in  a  narrow 
space;  but  I  think  it  "will  answer  any  insinuations 
.hat  the  committee  tiave  r.otbeen  impartial  io  mak- 
ing this  division.  The  committee  have  endeavor- 
ed to  make  as  equal  a  division  as  possible,  and 
wherever  it  was  possible  to  folio  a  the  old  lioes, 
that  has  been  done.  The  variations  are  not  so 
great  as  might  be  imagined.  It  is  veiyea  v  for 
any  one  to  say  that  the  boundaries  are  crooked, 
and  that  the  result  ot  the  committee's  labors  is  by 
no  m tans  agreeable  to  the  eve.  Perhaps  the  most 
crooked  line  is  that,  dividing  Wards  13  andl4,which 
is,  to  all  essential  purposes,  tbe  line  of  the  present 
ward.  In  regaid  to  the  .vater  fiont,  where  Wards 
3  and  9  meet,  aud  wbic-i  gives  Ward  9  a  particu- 
larly straggling  appearance,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  all  the  space  between  Beach  and  State 
streets  was  put  somewhere,  although  it  does  not 
contain  200  legal  voters.  We  divided  the 
burnt  cistitct  in  the  way  to  best  accom- 
modate the  assessors.  The  old  lines  have 
been  followed,  and  we  have  taken  a  dis- 
tance from  point  to  point  where  it  could 
be  done;  but  as  the  streets  are  not  stiaight, 
the  lines  are  not  so  straight  a«  we  should 
have  liked  to  make  them.  If  anyone  will  cotn- 
Dare  the  new  Roxbury  wards  with  the  old  ones, 
I  think  he  will  give  the  committee  credit  for  a 
fairer  oivision  than  was  made  ten  years  ago.  We 
have  not  laid  out  the  linps  for  the  purpose  of  fa- 
voring any  person,  or  with  any  idea  except  to 
make  the  wards  as  compact  as  possible  Now, 
sir,  as  a  certain  amount  of  criticism  will  be  in 
order,  I  v-ill  say  that  if  it  be  right  and  proper  that 
these  wards  shall  oe  kept  at  an  equal  size.Ihop«  tbe 
Council  will  t.ot  entertain  any  amendment  to  the 
scheme  without  first  inquning  what  the  result 
will  be.  I  hope  the  Council  will  be  so  satisfied 
with  the  plau  that  it  will  aoopt  its  main  features. 
And  1  sincerely  trust  that  the  ar.eratious  proposed 
will  be  of  a  kind  not  to  change-  the  result  of  the 
general  arrangement.  If  it  is  desirable  to  change 
a  few  of  the  lmes,  I  am  sure  the  committee  have 
no  pride  of  opinion  to  hold  them  to  one  line  or 
another.  Some  suggestions  have  been  made 
which  might  be  adopted  with  advantage;  but  I 
hope  all  such  suggestions  will  be  referred  back 
to  tbe  committee  to  say  just  what  their 
effect  will  be-.  But  if  any  gentleman  de- 
sires to  commence  a  crusade  on  the  sub- 
ject, ana  change  tbo  system,  I  bope  the  Council 
will  not  be  governed  by  his  suggestions,  for  I 
think  ir.  will  be  a  waste  of  valuable  time  to  enter- 
tain the  idea  of  doing  it.  The  basis  of  doing  such 
busi  ess  in  every  legislative  body  is  to  refer  tbe 
details  to  a  committe--,  aud  then  accept  or 
reject  the  whole  scheme  substantially.  It 
any  of  these  lioes  can  be  altered  io  advan- 
tage— and  I  t'aink  some  of  them  cao  be— and 
if  any  eentleaan  who  has  particular  knowl- 
edge will  favor  the  Council  with  his  sugges- 
tions, tbe  committee  will  be  glad  to  hear  tnem; 
but  I  can  really  see  no  possibility  of  doing  the 
work  all  over  again  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Howes — I  trust  toe  committee  will  adopt 
some  measure  by  which  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  can  be  determined.  Tbere 
are  quite  a  number  of  wards  that  can  be  accepted 
without  delay,  and  if  the  committee  can  devise  a 
wa>  ot  passing  upon  them  and  then  find  where 
the  discontent  lies,  it  can  be  got  at  much  quicker. 

On  morion  of  Mr.  Wnitmore  the  ordinance  was 
read  by  its  title,  and  ihe  second  reading  was 
ordered  by  sections. 

Tbe  sections  lelating  to  Waids  1  and  2  were 
adopted. 
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Mi.  Brackett  thought  thjy  had  gore  tar  enough 
at  present,  and  in  01  der  to  allow  members  further 
time  for  investigation,  he  moved  that  it  toe  espe- 
cially assigned  to  Thursday  evening  next,  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Wilson  thought  the  Council  were  drifting 
into  the  right  course.  An  ascignmet  t  meant  put- 
ting the  ordinance  to  slumber  for  a  week  ;  he  pre- 
ferred to  take  it  up  section  by  section,  and  if  se- 
rious objections  are  made  they  could  be  consid- 
ered by  the  committee  during  the  week  and  re- 
ported on  at  the  next  meeting.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  three  or  four  wards  perhaps,  the  city  will 
genet  ally  be  satisfied.  It  mils',  go  to  the  Alder- 
men, and  the  Council  have  no  nght  to  consume 
all  the  time  between  now  and  the  election. 

Mr.  Ho  pes  hoped  the  subject  would  be  con- 
tinued and  the  ordinance  passed  if  no  objection 
is  made. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Waid  16  did  not  like  the  "drift- 
ing" process  of  consideration,  though  he  had  no 
paiticulai  fault  to  find  with  his  wart.  He  favored 
■t  postponement. 

Mr.  "Crocker  thought  the  committee  acted  as 
though  it  were  a  matter  of  perconal,  private  inter- 
est, and  if  a  geii'leman  is  satisfied  with  his  ward 
he  should  have  nothing  to  say  about  the  lest  of 
the  city?  That  is  not  the  true  way  to  look  at  it,  as 
we  are  all  interested  in  lae  wnole  city.  He  claimed 
to  look  bsyond  his  own  ward,  and  to  have  an  in- 
terest in  having  a  proper  division  of  the  whole 
city.  The  lines  are  very  iriegoiai,  the  most  glar- 
ing'instance  being  in  "Ward  9;  and  it  is  strange. 
how  that  shape   was  obtained.    Until  he  under- 


stood it  better  he  was  not  piepared  to  vote  for  it, 
and  be  hoped  to  have  time  to  considei  it. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9  thoueht  much  progress 
could  not  be  made  except  bv  some  such  course  a* 
had  been  pursued.  Xhey  are  simply  obtaining  the 
sense  of  the  Council,  and  the  oecision  on  each 
ward  is  not  irrevocable.  Let  any  plan  be  brought 
i a,  some  man  will  vote  against  it  because  he  has 
obj»ction  to  some  detail;  but  another  man  would 
agree  to  it  substantially  if  his  pet  idea  is  to  be 
carried  out.  All  sons  of  notives  will  be  at  work, 
such  as  sseing  how  the  votes  affect  an  election  to 
office. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved,  as  a  method  of  arriving 
at  such  a  resuit,  that  the  committee  be  instructed 
to  consider  what  would  be  the  effect  of  running 
the  line  of  Ward  3  fro  u  Hanover -street  through 
Blacks  tone  street. 

The  President  reminded  Mr.  "Whitmore  that  the 
question  was  on  the  special  assignment. 

Mr.  Sw  etsex-  of  Ward  10  suggested  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  and  moved  that  it  be  assigned 
to  a  special  meeting  tomorrow  evening. 

The  question  on  the  assignment  to  next  Thurs- 
day evemrg  was  put  and  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15  doubted  the  vote  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  not 
ordered. 

The  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  next 
Thuisday  evening  by  a  rising  vote— 25  for,  24 
against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacuer,  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    18,    1875. 


Regular  meetirjg  at  4  P.  M.,  Alderman  Clark, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers— Nelson  Jenuey,  Wash- 
ington Majket ;  William  A.  Smith,  Boston  Theatre. 
Undertaker— John  F.  Murphy. 

STATUE  OF  GENERAL  GLOVER. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  1 
Oct.  18, 1875.     f 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston:  Gen- 
tlemen— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
communication  received  from  the  executois  and 
trustees  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Benjamin  T. 
Beed,  tendering  as  a  gift  from  Mr.  Reed  to  the 
city  of  Boston  the  statue  of  General  Glover 
which  has  been  erected  in  one  of  the  squares  of 
Commonwealth  avenue.  It  is  proper  that  the 
City  Council  in  accepting  this  eif  t  onbebalf  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston  should  make  some  suitable 
acknowledgment  of  the  same  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  donor.  I  therefore  commend  the  mat- 
ter to  your  early  consideration. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

BOSTON.  Oct.  18, 1875. 
To  His  Honor  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston:  Dear  Sir — The  late  Mr.  Benjamin  T. 
Reed,  in  his  lifetime,  contracted  with  Mr.  Martin 
Milmore  for  the  making  of  a  bronze  statue  of 
General  John  Glover,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution 
and  a  resident  of  Marblehead,  the  birthplace  of 
Mr.  Reeo,  which  statue  it  was  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Reed  to  present  to  the  City  of  Boston,  when  it 
should  be  fi  oished,  to  be  erected  by  the  city,  in 
some  one  of  the  public  squares.  "That  statue 
is  now  completed  and  has  been  placed,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  City  Government, 
in  Commonwealth  aveDue.  At  the  request 
of  the  family  of  Mr.  Reed,  we,  the  undersigned, 
as  his  executors  and  trustees,  under  his  will,  here- 
by tender  to  the  citizens  of  Boston,  through  you, 
as  a  free  gift,  the  said  statue,  trusting  that  the 
honorable  example  of  Mr.  Reed  may  be  followed 
by  other  citizens,  and  that  our  parks  may  be 
adorned  by  other  like  mementoes  of  those  brave 
and  good  men  who  sacrificed  so  much  for  their 
country  in  the  days  of  her  trial.  Mr.  Reed,  in  his 
lifetime,  prepared  ao  inscription  for  a  tablet 
which  we  request  that  the  city  may  have  placed 
upon  the  pedestal  of  the  monument. 

John  H.  Reed.  )  Executors 

J.  Avery  Richards.  \       and 
John  P.  Putnam.       )  Trustees. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds     Sent  down. 

hearings  on  orders  of  notice. 
Tbe  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  on  Clin- 
ton street,  betweeu  Commercial  street  and  Atlan- 
tic avenue ;  in  Terrace  street,  from  Gora  avenue 
to  New  Heath  street,  and  in  New  Heath^street  be- 
tween Teirace  street  and  Pynchon  street,  was  con- 
sidered on  orders  of  noticp.  No  one  appeared  to 
object  and  the  order,'*  were  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  cm  Se»vers. 

The  petition  of  Boston  Dyewood  &  Chemical 
Company,  for  leave  to  locate  two  steam  engines 
of  seven ty-five-horse  power  each  on  their  wharf 
at  East  Boston,  was  cousidered  on  an  order  ot  no- 
tice. No  one  appealed  to  object  nnd  the  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. N.  B.  Gibbs  et  ah,  executors  of  estate  of 
Benjamin  Abbott,  for  remission  ot  tax  of  1875. 

F.  I.  Kiaft  et  al.  for  abatement  of  tax  assessed 
upon  their  property  on  Shawmut  avenue  and  Lu- 
cas street  used  as  a  German-English  school. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Joseph  Cooliuge  et  al.,  for  th6  remov- 
al of  a  tree  from  57  Forest  street. 

Augustus  and  William  Bacon,  for  the  removal 
of  trees  from  sidewalk  of  Nos.  13  and  15  Auburn 
street. 

B.  F.  Stacey  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  a  tree 
from  corner  of  High  and  Elm  streets. 


S.  W.  Shattuck,  foi  removal  of  a  tiee  from  No. 
47  Charles  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  E.  M.  Sheafe, 
et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  Sunday,  Oct.  24, 
for  a  temperance  meeting. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Christian 
Rothfushs,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by  the 
breaking:  of  a  water  pipe  near  hi9  premises  at  cor- 
ner of  Shawmut  avenue  and  Milford  street. 

Mary  Lynch,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  a  fall  on  Coumbus  avenue  near  West 
Chester  park. 

-  To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:-  John  McMorrow,  new  wooden,  two 
horses,  Gibson  street  near  Brooke  street;  John 
Brennan,  new  wooden,  two  horses,  Church  street, 
Ward  19;  David  Bunt,  new  brick  stable,  three 
horses,  near  305  Beacon  street;  Edward  Devin, 
new  wooden,  three  horses,  corner  Seventh  street, 
near  C  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  A.  F.  Clark  et  al., 
for  a  gas  lamp  at  corner  of  Dennis  and  Stafford 
streets. 

M.  Doherty  et  al.,  thit  the  gas  lamps  recently 
removed  from  Stillman  street  De  restored. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Rebecca  G.  Jew- 
ett  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  for  gas  pipes  and  water 
pipes  in  Maywood  street,  and  that  said  utreet  be 
graded. 

S.W.Mansfield,  for  a  sewer  in  Curtis  street, 
Ward  17,  near  Boylston  street. 

James  Baker,  for  abatement  of  assessment  for 
a  sewer  in  Bird  street,  Ward  16. 

W.  H.  Forbes  et  al.,  for  continuation  of  the 
Chestnut-street  sewer,  in  Ward  17,  beyond  Chest- 
nut place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paviiig.  C.  F.  Williams  et 
al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and  gutters  paved  on 
Atherton  street. 

Petition  for  brick  sioewalk  in  front  of  estate  of 
David  H.  Blaney  on  Meridian  street,  corner  ol 
White  street;  A.  Folsoua,  Longwood  street. 

Charles  W.  Hill  et  al.,  tor  edeestones  and  gut- 
ters ou  Circuit  street. 

Ellen  ShauDahan,  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  edgestones  on  Shoit  Ftreet,  Ward  22. 

Asa  H.  Caton  et  al.,  for  sidewalks  on  east  side 
of  West  Chester  park  and  west  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue. 

William  H.  Hill,  for  leave  to  construct  "boxing" 
for  estate  corner  of  Washington  and  Kneeland 
Streets. 

Petition  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
frnnt  of  estate  of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company 
ou  Sixth  street,  near  P  street. 

B.  P.  Palmer,  for  a  brick  sidewalk  at  19  Brigh- 
ton street,  Charlestown. 

Joseph  Gahm  et  al.,  toat  edgestones  be  set  and 
gutters  paved  on  Howaid  square,  Cnarlestown. 

George  Batchelder  et  al.,  that  Front  street  be 
repaved  from  Waltord  street  to  Warren  avenue. 

Petition  for  edgestones  in  front  estate  of  S.  W. 
Leonard,  Neponset  avenue,  near  Mill  street. 

Joseph  Williams  et  al.,  that  certain  improve- 
ments may  be  carried  out  on  Ashland  street  in 
West  Roxbnry,  necessary  to  tue  safety  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

James  0.  L.  Hillard  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
Lawrence  street,  near  Chancier  street,  belaid. 

Daniel  Kennedy  ct  al.,  that  steps  be  iakeu  to 
pay  them  tbe  wages  due  for  work  on  tbe  paving 
Atlautic  avenue,  Washington  street,  Broadway 
Eastern-avenue  Bridge  and  Salem  street.  The 
petitioners  say  they  have  been  informed  that  the 
contractors  took  the  work  ac  snch  low  piices  that 
they  are  not  able  to  pay  tue  K  borers. 

A.  K.  Richmond  et  al.,  for  plank  walks  on  por- 
tions of  I  street  and  for  cioss  walks. 

Jossph  Caldwell  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  reset 
and  sidewalks  be  relaid  in  Franklin  street, 
Charlestown. 

Graham  Ha'l,  tor   abatement   ot   nuisance   on 

Washington  street,  opposite  Vernon    street,  and 

for  edgestones  and  sidewalks  on  line  of  widening. 

Albert  Booker,  for  edgestones  ou  Eagle  street, 

East  Boston. 

E.  E.  Braastiaw  et  al.,  f •  r  sidewalk  on  southeast 
side  of  Parker  street,  in  Charlestown. 

pay  of  lamplighters. 

A  remonstrance  was  received  from  A.  Jacksou 
et  al..  lamplighters,  atraiust  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  the  wages  of  Uuiolipbters,  and  asking  for 
a  hearing  before  the  full  Board  iu  the  matter. 

Alderuiau  Stebbius  said  he  understood  the  re- 
monstrants were  present,  and  he  moved  that  they 
be  given  a  bearing.    Carried. 
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Mr.  John  Taylor  said  he  was  there  by  accident, 
and  was  at  a  loss  what  to  say,  as  he  expected 
others  to  be  present  prepared  to  express  their 
views.  Wheo  be  had  a  ladder  and  lighted  eighty 
lamps  he  received  more  pay  than  now  for  lighting 
102  with  a  torch.  The  cleaniog  is  half  as  much 
more  than  it  used  to  be,  and  the  oil  and  matches 
cost  tbam  something.  They  have  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  other  woik  besides  the  lighting,  hav- 
ing lo  come  to  city  hall  and  the  office  in 
West  stieet  twice  a  month,  and  to  replace  all 
the  burners  once  a  yeai  consumes  a  good 
deal  of  time.  To  Alderman  Stebbins  lie 
said  he  once  tried  to  be  janitoi  ot  a  public 
school,  but  the  master  preferred  some  one  else. 
The  number  of  lamps  has  been  gradually  in- 
creased for  each  man,  with  some  exceptions.  To 
Alderman  Burrage  he  said  he  did  n't  think  the 
average  number  of  lamps  to  each  man  would 
reach  one  hundred  ;  the  fo.  roer  number  was  about 
seventy-five.  To  Alderman  O'Brien  he  said  the 
work  prevented  him  from  attending  to  other  busi- 
ness-. unL  BS  he  was  acquainted  with  some  O'.e  who 
wanted  a  man  at  just  the  hours  he  was  at  leisure. 
To  Alderman  Viles  he  said  a  few  of  the  meu  had 
incomes  from  other  occupations,  but  had  to  p  y 
out  part  ot  it  for  labor.  Hs  could  no'  clean  the 
lamps  immediately  after  putting  put  the  lights  at 
this  season,  as  the  glass  is  very  often  wet. 

No  one  else  appeared. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  remon- 
stra  ee  was  placed  on  rite  with  the  other  papers, 
with  the  report  on  the  subject. 

The  report  and  orders  hxii  g  the  wages  of  the 
gas-lj.tnp  lighters  in  city  proper,  East  Boston, 
South  Boston  and  Charleston n  at  the  rate  of  1% 
cents  per  lamp  per  night;  and  the  wages  of  lamp- 
lighters i;i  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton  at  the  rate  of  $!1.67  per  day,  came  up 
as  unfinished  business. 

Alderman  Steboins— The  petitioners,  I  under- 
stand, desire  an  opportunity  to  Diesent  at  further 
length  ihcir  objections  to  the  passage  of  this  or- 
de-.  There  is  no  haste  for  passing  the  ord  rs  to- 
day, and  as  I,  for  one,  desire  that  they  shall  have 
every  opportunity  to  present  their  objections,  that 
the  Board  may  fully  understand  the  matter,  I 
move  that  the  orders  be  laid  upon  the  tabic 

Cartied. 

COMMUNICATIONS   FROM  CITY  OFFICERS.' 

Resignation.  The  resignation  of  C,  M.  Mar- 
shall, as  Inspector  of  Ward  17,  was  received. 
Plactd  on  the. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Pe.itions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Resolve  and  order  to  widen  South  street  at 
corner  of  Summer  street,  at  a  cost  of  $44,212, 
came  up  refeired  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
Coocuired. 

Report  and  order  to  sell  the  steamer  Henry 
Monison  at  public  auction.     Order  passed. 

Report  inexpedient  to  grant  the  tequest  of  the 
School  Commjttee.tor  purchase  of  additiooal  land 
for  Eliot  High  School,  Ward  17.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  temporary  primary- 
school  accommodations  for  Dorchestei-Evereu 
District.    Order  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  allowing  the  following- 
named  patties  to  erect  wooden  buildings  m  this 
city:  F.  W.  Webster, near  Columoia  street,  Ward 
16;  Edward  F.  Meany,  on  Wareham  street;  Wil- 
liam W.  Bennett,  on  Decatur  street,  Ward  1; 
South  Boston  tron  Co x-pany,  rear  of  57  Foundry 
sueet.    Orders  passer*. 

The  order  foi  additional  expenditures  in  depait- 
ment  ot  Common,  etc  ,  viz.,~tor  superintendence 
and  labor,  $7000;  for  grading  and  improving  Madi- 
son square,  $5000 ;  tor  enclosing  and  improving 
Bromley paik,  $1300 — said  sums  to  be  transferred, 
viz.,  irom  appropriation  for  extension  of  fence  on 
Commonwealth  avenue,  $10,000;  for  capping  and 
pointing  vail  onFountain  square,  $1500;  for  build- 
ing bank  wall  od  Washington  park,  $1500;  for  bird 
houses,  $300,— came  up  with  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  "$5000"  as  above  set  forth,  and  insert 
instead,  thereof  "$3000,"  and  also  the  following: 
"For  grading  and  improving  Orchard  park,  $2000." 
The  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
order,  as  amended,  passed — yeas  11,  nays  1;  Alder- 
man Prescott  voting  nay. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $64.46  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Widening  Streets  to  that  for  Widen- 
ing Leverett  street.    Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  Ellen  Donovan  $1500, 
for  damages  and  costs  ot  a  suit,  now  pending  in 
the  Supreme  Court.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 


TRUSTEE  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  George 
S.  Hnlard  as  Trustee  of  the  Public  Libraiy,  in 
place  of  Thomas  Gaffield,  chosen  by  the  Boa  d. 

Alderman  Bigelow  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  Oct.  15, 1875. 

Hon.  John  T.  Clark,  Chairman  of  Board  of 
Aldermen :  Dear  Sir— My  nomination  for  the  office 
of  Trustee  of  the  Public  Library,  made  without 
previous  consultation  with  me,  was  a  mistake,  if 
it  will  depr've  the  library  of  the  valuable  ser- 
vices of  Ho  i.  George  S.  Hillard,  tor  whom  I  have 
the  highest  regard  as  a  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 
and  as  a  lovei  ot  good  books.  Plsase  thank  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  duly  appreciated  com- 
pliment ot  a  unanimous  vote  at  their  meeting  on 
Oct.  4,  aod  express  my  desire  to  withdrav  the  use 
of  my  oarne,  and  to  a-°k  an  equally  honorable  vote 
for  Hon.  Mr.  Hillaid. 

With  kmC  regards  toth.  members  of  the  Boaid, 
I  £in,  vours  truly, 

Thomas  Gaffield. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  Alder- 
men O'Brien  an  i  Viles  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  collect  and  count  votes.    Tuey  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

George's.  Hillard  had 10 

Wendell  Phillips 1 

William  E.  Perkius 1 

Anil  Mr.  Hillard  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Scebbus  submitted  the  foHowiDg 
from  the  Joint  Committee  ou  Water: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  part 
of  the  City  Council  on  the  notice  from  Margaret 
K.  Cushm'an  to  remove  t!  e  n  ater  pipes  from  Fort 
avenue.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

South  Boston  and  Beacon  Hill  Reservoirs  and 
Licensing  of  Plumbers.  >  be  Joint  Standu  g  Com- 
mittee on  Water,  to  whom  were  referred  the  lec- 
ommendations  from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
that  the  reservoir  at  South  Boston  be  taken  from 
their  charge,  that  the  reseivoir  on  Beacon  Hill  be 
sold  as  earlv  as  practicable,  and  thtt  authority  be 
obtained  from  the  Legislature  to  require  all 
plumbers  to  be  licensed,  having  cousiaered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  report  toat  estimates  of  the 
cost  of  removing  the  high  service  works  to  some 
point  near  the  Chestnut  ETill  Reservoir  ate  now 
being  prepared,  and  until  thoss  works  are  re- 
moved or  until  they  are  enlarged  in  their 
present  loca:ion,  it  would  not  be  expedient 
to  make  ^e  of  the  teservoirs  on  Beacon 
Hill  and  at  South  Boston  for  ony  other 
purpose  than  that  for  which  they  were  origi- 
nally intended.  Upon  the  recommeodation  in  re- 
gard to  licensing  plumbers,  the  committee  recom- 
m  -tid  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, for  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
City  Council  to  make  ordinances  and  by-laws, 
fiom  time  to  time,  regulating  the  introduction 
and  use  of  all  water  pipes  and  water  fixtures  con- 
nected directly  or  indirectly  with  the  Boston 
Wat-  r  Works,  and  providing  that  all  plumbers 
and  other  persons  who  introduce  such  water  pipes 
an-  water  fixtures  shall  be  licensed  by  the  Water 
Board,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the  City 
Council  may  establish. 

Read  once. 

East  Boston  Water  Accounts,  The  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Water,  who  were  requested  to 
consider  what  action  should  be  taken  to  enable 
the  City  Collector  to  properly  adjust  the  accounts 
for  water  supplied  to  Est  Boston  from  the 
Cochituate  source,  beg  leave  to  submit  thi  fol- 
lowing report:  On  the  first  day  of  October,  1869, 
the  city  of  Charlestown,  acting  by  its  Mystic 
Water  Board,  contracted  to  furnish  the  inhabi- 
tants at  East  Boston  and  the  public  institutions 
at  Deer  Island  all  the  water  required  by  them,  in 
consideration  that  there  should  be  allowed 
and  paid  therefor  the  same  prices  or  rates 
charged  by  the  city  of  Boston  for  Cochit- 
uate water.  On  the  21st  of  April  last, 
upon  representations  made  by  the  citizeos 
of  East  Boston  that  the  water  from  Mystic  Pond 
was  impure  and  unfit  for  domestic  use,  the  Water 
Board  changed  the  source  of  supply  from  the 
Mystic  to  the  Cochituate.  As  the  contract  is  still 
in  force,  the  collections  from  water  rents  have 
been  paid  co  the  credit  of  the  Mystic  Water  Works, 
and  must,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  con- 
tinue to  be  so  paid  until  the  contract  is  annulled. 
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It  does  not  appear  that  there  is  aiytbing  in  the 
other  contracts  entered  in  to  by  the  city  of  Charles- 
town,  nr  in  the  terms  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board, 
which  prevents  the  city  of  Boston  fiom  annulling 
the  contract,  and  thereafter  credit) eg  the  depart- 
ment which  furnishes  tl  e  water  with  the 
income  derived  therefrom.  The  amount  oaid 
under  the  contract  to  the  Mystic  Water 
Department  for  water  furnished  f  iom  the  Cochit- 
uate department  (some  $15,000)  cannot  he  oiverted. 
The  commiitee  would  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompauving  order. 

Ordered,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
order,  the  agreement  entered  into  on  the  first  day 
of  October,  A.  D.  1869,  by  and  between  the  cit  r  of 
Charleslown,  acting  by  its  Mystic  Water  Board, 
theieto  duly  authorized,  ana  the  city  of  Boston, 
acting  by  it*  Oochituate  Water  Bjard,  thereto 
duly  &ntbonzed,  for  the  supply  of  watei  from 
Mys dc  Pood  ^o  thr  inhabitant*  of  East  Bo;tou 
and  the  public  institutions  at  Deer  Island,  said 
agreement  being  entered  wirh  Middlesex  South 
District  Deeds,  lib.  1071,  fol  550,  oe  and  the  same 
is  hereby  cancelled  and  annulled. 

Read  once. 

Work  on  Sudbury  River  Conduit.  Tbe  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  re- 
fened  the  application  from  toe  Cochituate  Water 
Board  for  permission  to  change  the  prescribed 
method  for  doins  certain  portion;  of  the  ;vorl£ 
on  the  Sudbury  River  Conduit,  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  for  the  reasons  pet  forth  iuthe 
communication  from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
to  the  City  Council  dated  the  11th  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1875,  the  order  passed  bv  the  City  Council 
and  approved  the  26th  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1875,  authorizina'  the  said  Water  Board  to  build  a 
conduit  from  Farm  Pond  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reser- 
voir, and  to  do  certain  ether  things  m-utioced 
therein,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  so  far  modified 
as  to  authorize  th«  said  Water  Board  to  build  sec- 
tion 1  of  the  Sudbury  River  Conduit  and  the  foun- 
dations of  the  dams  for  basins  numbered  1,  2  und 
3,  by  days' labor  or  by  contracts  let  without  ad- 
vertismeut,  as  the  said  board  rujy  deem  best  for 
the  interests  of  the  city. 

Read  once. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Ordered,  That  the  ordei  of  this  Board  of  Sep- 
tember 27, 1869,  to  pay  §2500  to  Alpheus  Hardy  and 
others,  trustees  for  the  heirs  of  Joshua  Seers,  for 
grade  damages  to  ah  estate  on  Purchase  street,  be 
auci  th?  same  hereby  is  rescinded,  such  damag°s 
having  been  settled  by  an  execution   of   court. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages  as  follows: 

George  P.  Freuchi  $83.25,  wide  ing  of  Siiawmut 
avenue. 

Read  twice  aud  passed. 

Rogei  Drury,  $2000,  laying  out  of  Terrace  street. 

Read  once. 

Order  to  pay  James  G.  Leman  $840,  for  land  aud 
damages  occasioned  estate  of  John  Lemau's  heirs 
on  Purchase  and  Broad  streets  by  the  grading  of 
Fort  Hill  thereoa,  by  orders  ot  this  Board,  u  on 
said  Leman  paving  to  the  city  all  claims  it  has 
upon  said  estate  for  betterments,  etc,    Read  once. 

Order  of  uotice  to  Maiy  E.  Douahue  and  all  oth- 
ers interested  to  "quit"  forthwith  on  Carolina 
avenue,  as  laid  out  March  10,  1873,  by  the  town  of 
West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Karris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sswers: 

Report  and  order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Mon- 
day next  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  common 
sewer  in  King  street,  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Preamble,  that  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
sewer  in  King  stieet  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  strip 
of  land  ten  feet  wide  through  aud  aloug  the  centre 
line  of  King  street,  in  Roxbury,  aud  order  assisu- 
ing  Mouday,  Nov.  1,  next,  at  four  o'clock,  as  the 
time  for  heariug  objections  thereto.    Passed. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Johu 
C.  Frame  et  al.,  that  the  proposed  sale  of  their 
estates  for  sewer  assessments  be  stayed.  Ac- 
cepted. 

HEALTH. 

Allerman  Worthingfon  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  port  of  the 
Board,  as  follows: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  W.  H. 
Baker,  M.  D.,  for  leave  to  establish  a  free  hospital 
for  women  at  16  East  Springfield  street. 


Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  ths  following 
petitions 'or  leave  to  occupy  stables :  William  S. 
Tracy,  12  Earl  street ;  P.  Muiry  (old  shed),  683  Sec- 
ond street;  Martin  Trautman  (byreque-tVWarien 
steet,  corner  of  Dale  street;  Edward  Winslow, 
rear  ot  264  Havre  street;  A.  J.  Woodbine,  on  field 
between  N  and  O  and  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets; 
James  Nugent,  679  Second  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthiogton  submitted  reporrs  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  tbe  petition  of  James  Cui- 
len  to  be  paid  for  personal  iojuiies  on  account  or 
alleged  defect  in  Hanover  street,  and  of  Henry 
Cohen  to  be  paid  tor  injury  to  his  son  during  the 
passage  of  the  procession  on  the  17th  of  Jvl:  e  last. 
Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope  rubmitted  the  following  fiom 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Suivey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Report  that  no  action  is  reqnir°d  oa  petition  of 
F.  C.  Shedd  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Dndlev  street,  Ward  16,  the  application  having 
been  witbd- awn.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Orel  red.  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  au- 
thorized to  transfer  $400  from  the  item  of  "Sa'a- 
n-s,"  to  that  for  "Repairs  of  wagon,  harness, 
etc.,"  m  the  appropriation  for  Inspection  of 
BuilaiLgs. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  naysO.  Sent 
down. 

Chemical  Factory  in  South  Boston.  Re- 
port on  remonstrance  of  Chauncey  Page 
against  the  erection  of  a  building  on  First  street, 
between  F  and  Dorchester  streets,  to  be  used  for 
manufacturing  chemici.1  compounds.  The  facts 
in  tbe  case  are  these:  A  wood  shed  145  feet  long 
and  35  feet  wide,  one  stoi y  high,  with  a  flat  roof, 
situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  lot,  had  been 
occupied  for  a'oout  twenty-rive  years  for  the  stor- 
age of  resin,  tar,  turpentine, "et;.  A  change  m 
the  mauageuiett  of  ths  estate  at.d  division  of  the 
property  ne^e-sitated  th;  making  of  certaic  alter- 
atior  s  iu  the  buildings,  and,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
tecting their  own  a'aci  their  neighbors'  property  in 
case  of  fire,  tbe  owners  moved  this  shed  to  a  dis- 
tance of  twelve  feet  from  its  former  location,  leav- 
ing a  clear,  open  space  arouno  it.  and  removi  g  it 
from  the  pioximity  of  piles  of  lumber  which  stood 
on  th  adjoining  estates.  They  then  toot  do-  n 
35  feet  of  this  shed  and  erected  a  building  35x35, 
one  story  high,  with  a  pitch  roof,  measuring 
about  twenty-six  feet  iu  height  from  tbe  grouud 
to  the  ridge,"  and  having  a  brick  wall  it  each  end. 
In  this  ouilditg  there  is  .  laced  a  still  for  the 
manufacture  of  varnish,  and  it  is  asainst  the 
erection  of  this  buildiug  that  the  petitioner  re- 
monstrates. Ths  ordinance  relating  to  tus  con- 
struction of  wooden  and  fiame  buildings  permits 
the  erection  of  wooden  buildings,  for  other  pur- 
poses than  dwellings,  in  a  range  of  fiftv  feet  or 
less,  without  the  construction  of  brick  walls. 
Buildings  erected  in  a  range  of  more  than  fifty 
feet  are  required  to  have  brick  walls  constructed 
either  at  the  sides  or  ends  thereof,  as  may  be 
directed  by  the  Inspector  of  Buikliugs.  Such 
buildings  may  be  carried  up  to  a  height  of  fifty- 
two  feet  above  the  sills.  TJadei  the  ordiuanee  the 
owners  ot  the  building  in  question  could  bave 
erected  a  larger  building  with  but  one  buck 
wall,  and  they  have  therefore  done  more  than 
they  were  legally  required  to  do.  baring 
constructed  brick  walls  at  each  end  of  the  I  uild- 
ing  aud  having  carried  up  the  building  to  only 
about  one-half  of  the  height  that  tney  were  legal- 
ly entitled  to.  Your  coiumitiee  would  therefore 
submit  t_at  the  building  in  question  complies 
with  the  requirements  of  the  ordinance,  aud  as 
the  otdinauce  deals  ouly  with  the  construction  ot 
buildings,  it  is  not  their  province  to  decide  as  to 
whether  the  business  carried  on  thereiu  is  of  a 
hazardous  or  non-hazardous  nature,  but  to  simply 
decide  whether  it  has  beeu  built  according  to  law. 
Your  committee  ire  of  the  opinion  that  if  the 
business  carried  on  iu  the  buiUtmg  in  question  is 
of  a  hazardous  nature,  the  matter  comes  uuder 
the  regulations  relating  to  combustible  materials, 
aud  while  they  do  not  wish  to  avoid  any  responsi- 
bility which  rightly  belongs  to  them,  they  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  subject  be  re- 
ferred back  to  tue  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment. Accepted  and  reference  ordered.  Sent 
dowu. 

LICENSES. 

Aldetmau  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  License  as  follows: 
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Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— Mrs.  Dupalla,  1 
Blossom  place  (renewal);  A.  L.  Anderson  &  Co., 
33  Washington  street;  Mary  J.  McMnlkin,  81 
Charles  street. 

Auctioneers  Licensed —John  Gfaecy,  109  Fiieud 

Auctioneer's  License  Eefused— E.  A.  Hobart,  45 
Court  stieet. 

Deale  s  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed— 
Darnel  Boyle,  45  Auburn  street;  John  McC'utlough, 
2  Noith  Grove  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Grauted—W.  S.  Brown,  Heath 
stieet;  August  Kribs,  Lyman  place;  Edgar  E. 
Gray,  1850  Washington  street. 

Billard  Licmses  Giai  ted —Otto  &  Schubert, 
1090  Washington  street;  Gustuve  Bluthardt,  80 
We:t  Spiingrield  strest. 

Amusement  License  Granted— Eliot  Diamaiic 
Association,  to  give  exhibitions  at  1371  Washing- 
ton street  Nov.  8. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  QUINCY   MEMORIAL. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 
The  Special  Com u)itt°e  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  wbom  was  referred  tin  communication 
from  his  Honor  tbe  Mayoi  in  relation  to  the  expen- 
diture of  the  income  fiom  the  bequest  ot  Jona- 
than 1'hilhps  for  adorning  and  embellishing  the 
streets  and  public  places  in  this  cit  v,  having  care- 
fully coosdered  the  subject,  bsg  1-ave  to  subm>t 
the  followic  g  repoi  t : 

It  appears  from  the  laoguage  used  in  making 
the  bequest,  that  the  purpose  ot  toe  testator  was 
to  have  the  income  expended  annually;  but  as 
this  has  rot  bten  dona  we  are  called  upon  to  con- 
sider the  use  to  which  it  *ould  be  proper  to  apply 
the  fund  which  has  been  allowed  t>  accumulate 
during  the  past  fourteen  years,  ao  .  which  now 
amounts  to  something  over  $18,000. 

In  his  communication  the.  Mayor  suggest  i  that 
it  should  be  used  to  procure  a  statue  of  Josiah 
Quincy,  the  eecond  Mayor  of  this  city,  to  b;  1»- 
cated  in  front  of  the  City  Hall.  The  committee 
have  conferred  with  some  of  toe  leading  citizens 
of  Boetou,  •  and  find  that  the  suggestion  is 
generally  received  with  favor.  If  the 
money  is  to  be  used  tor  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  statue,  there  appears  ro  be  but  oue 
opiuion  as  to  the  propriety  of  selcctiuj*  Josiah 
Quincv,  whoso  valuable  services  in  organizing  our 
municipal  govetnmeut  will  always  be  gratefully 
remembered  by  th?  citiztus  of  Boston,  and  whose 
example  as  an  abl-,  energetic  aud  upright  magis- 
trate will  ever  continue  to  exsit  a  powerful  iiflu- 
etice  upon  oui  municipal  councils. 

A  question  was  raised  bv  one  of  cn,a  g  ntiemeo 
whom  the  committee  consulted,  ana  whose  opinion 
is  entitled  to  great  weight,  as  to  the  piooriety  of 
using  this  money  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  any 
statue;  but  the  City  Solicitor  decides  that  i's  use 
for  such  a  purpose  would  i  ot  conflict  with  the 
teinjsof  the  trust.  It  dors  not  appear  that  the 
testator  had  any  very  definite  ideas  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  income  should  be  expended.  He 
confid-d  largely  in  the  discretion  of  the  Citv  Gov- 
ern in pnt.  An  annual  expenditure  would,  of 
comse,  preclude  the  erection  of  statues,  on  ac- 
count of  the  smallness  of  the  sum ;  but  io  view  of 
the  fact  thah.  the  income  has  been  allowed  to  ac- 
cumulate until  it  amounts  to  a  considerable  sum, 
there  w mid  seem  to  be  no  more  appropriate  way 
of  perpetuating  the  generosity  of  the  founder  ot 
the  trust  than  by  aJ opting  the  Mayor's  sugges- 
tion. 

The  committee  have  made  some  inquiries  in  re- 
gard to  tie  cost  of  a  brotize  statue,  with  a  suita- 
ble pedestal,  and  find  tuat  the  sum  now  subject 
to  the  order  of  the  Board  is  ample.  Tbey  would, 
therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  with  three 
members  of  this  Board,  be  a  special  committee 
with  authority  to  contract  for  tue  delivery  to  this 
city  of  abionze  statue  of  Josiah  Quincy,  second 
Mayor  of  Boston ;  and  with  authority  also  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  a  suitable  pedestal 
for  raid  statue,  to  be  located  in  fiont  of  cue  City 
Hall;  the  cost  of  the  statue  and  pedestal  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 
Read  once. 

FANETJIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  reoort  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  use  of  said  hall  to  H.  D.  Cushing  et  al.  tor  a 
political  meeting  on  Oct.  30, 1875.    Accepted. 


WABDBOOM  IK   WARD  12. 

Alderman  Prescott  snbuitted  ihe  following: 

The  Joint  Stanoing  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, to  whom  was  referred  the  accompanying 
order  to  bire  the  second  and  third  stories  of 
buildiug  numbered  339  Broad  vay  for  the  purpose 
ot  a  wardroom  and  for  an  armory,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port that  they  have  considered  the  subject  and 
recommend  tbe  passage  of  the  following  oroer, 
the  same  being  a  new  draft: 

Ordereo,  !hat  the  Commitlee  on  Public  liuild- 
ii  gs  be  authoiized  to  hire,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  §1000  per  am  um,  and  for  a  term  of  five 
yeais,  with  the  privilege  of  renewing  the  lease  for 
an  additional  win  of  five  vears,  the  second  and 
third  floors  of  the  building  numbered  339  Broad- 
way, Souih  Bostou,  the  same  to  be  used  for  tne 
purposes  ot  a  wardrrom  and  tor  an  armory  for 
Company  I,  Niuth  Regimeut  M.  V.  M. ;  $700  of  the 
expense  for  rent  to  be  charged  to  the  app'-opjia- 
tiou  for  Ai  moires,  $300  of  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  tor  Public  Builuings 
and  to  be  in  lull  payment  yearly  for  ill  purposes 
of  said  iiom  as  a  wardroom. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Po*er  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Commute"  on  Paviug,  as  follows: 
Repoits  and  orders  for  arick  sidewalka  in  front 
■  of  estates  of  Morton  &  Chesley,  108-114  East  Ded- 
ham  street,  arid  71  and  73  Wareham  street;  Jere- 
miah Murphy,  62  Baxter  street;  Dennis  Collins, 
149  B  street;  Edwin  Heuoesey,  corner  B  and  Third 
streets;  John  and  Joanna  Doolin,186  West  Third 
street. 

Report  and  orosi  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk in  front  of  estate  of  Jobu  aud  Margaret  Sul- 
livan, 68  Baxter  st' eet.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  that  oart  of  rhorntoo 
street  Leading  westerly  from  W?sbingto  j  --treet 
to  Thornton  street,  lecently  laid  out  as  a  public 
wav  by  the  Board  of  Stieet  Commisiontrs  be  here- 
after called  and  known  as  ''Valentine  street,"  and 
that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed  to 
place  street  signs  upon  and  number  said  street. 
Older  read  twice  an i  passed. 

Report  and  oroer  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  resst  the  edgestones,  repave 
the  gutters  and  sidewalks,  and  gravel  the  roadway 
of  Pearl  street,  between  Bunker  Hill  and  Medford 
streets.  Estimated  cost,  $1800.  Order  .ead  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  and  order  granting  permission  to  Walk- 
er, Pratt  &  Co.  to  lay  a  steam  pire  under  and 
across  Alder,  street  from  "Stetson's  Printing 
House"  to  the  building  opposite, for  steam  nesting 
purposes,  upon  the  usual  conditio-  s.  Order  read 
twica  and  passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  Ma.'k  W. 
Tate  to  close  Alden  street  tor  two  weeks  while 
building  operations  are  in  progiess.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  that  the  court  or  place  which 
has  recently  been  opened  to  public  tiavel  leading 
southerly  from  North  Hanover  court,  be  hereafter 
called  and  known  a9  "Anthony  place,"  a^o  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed  to  place 
street  signs  upon  and  number  said  pla  e.  Order 
n  ad  twice  and  passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  permission  to  Wil- 
liam A.  Connelly  to  place  a  post  la  sidewalk  of 
1892  Washington  street.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Company  the  sum  o£  $861.93  in  full  pay- 
ment of  157  squares  of  gravel  deposited  in  Clinton 
and  Richmond  streets,  as  per  certificate  of  City 
Engineer;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  oa.-sed. 

Report  and  order,  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  reset  the  edgestones,  pave 
the  gatteis,  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  Dea- 
con street,  recently  laid  oat  by  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners.  Estimated  cost,  $600.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  permission  be  granted  to 
the  Downer  Kerosene  Oil  Company  to  lay  down 
an  iron  water  pipe  across  a  street  and  through 
Baldwin  srreet,  to  connect  with  an  iron  pipe  laid 
down  in  Granite  street  by  the  Continental  Sugar 
Refinerv  Company,  upon  the  usual  conditions. 
Order  read  twice  ana  passed. 

Repoit  in  favor  of  grafting  leave  to  Boston 
Post  Company  to  erect  a  private  street  lighr  over 
their  bulletiu'  on  Milk  street.    Accepted. 

Reports  m  favor  of  granting  permits  to  William 
R.  Cavanagh  to  move  two  wooden  buildings 
across  Albany  street.    Severally  accepted. 
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Ordered,  Thai  tbe:e  be  paid  to  Choate  Burn- 
haiu  the  sum  of  §3748,50  in  addition  to  the  sum  of 
$2500  to  be  paid  to  him  for  the  grading  of  a  por- 
tion of  Vale  sheer,  as  per  contract  made  under  an 
order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Jan.  1, 
1875,  upon  hi=  grading  said  Vale  street  froo;  Low- 
land street  to  the  dock,  750  feet  (more  or  less)  east 
of  said  .Lowland  street,  to  the  full  width  of  said 
Vale  street,  and  to  a  grade  of  eigfhteea  feet  above 
meau  low  water;  also  upon  condition  that  he  shall 
give  to  the  city  in  wiitiog  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor  the  riant  to  discharge  the  Vale-stieet 
sewer  into  said  dock  so  long  as  the  citv  may 
choose  so  to  do. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order, that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  reset  the  edgestones,  iepave 
the  gutters  and  sidewalir*,  and  gravel  the  roai- 
wa.y  of  Pearl  street,  between  Bun?er  Hill  and 
Medford  street?.  Estimated  cost,  $1800.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  setting  edgestones  in 
front  of  estates  on  Bui  roughs  street,  on  Eliot 
strest.  am  oo  Seaverns  avenue,  and  orders  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  same.  Orders 
read  twice  and  passed. 

BMEMOTAL  OF  A  TREE  IN  WARD  14. 

Aloerman  Power  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Conmon  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  on  petition  of  G.  Hammond  et  al.,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  followirg  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  oe  Streets  be 
directed  to  remove  a  tree  now  obstructing  the 
public  travel,  aud  standing  on  Waverley  street, 
Ward  14,  in  front  of  the  estate  owned  by  Augus- 
tus W .  Perrm. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of  J. 
Edward  Priest  and  oth  is,  constables,  which,  be- 
ing duly  certified,  «vere,on  his  motion,  approved 
by  the  Board. 

POLICE   COMMISSION. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Police  be  in- 
structed to  consider  and  report  at  an  early  day 
upon  tae  expediency  of  requesting  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  Legi-lature  at  its  next  session  for  au- 
thority to  establish  a  Boaid  of  Management  for 
the  Police  Department  of  this  city. 
Passed. 

SALARIES  OF  DEPUTY  COLLECTORS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbinj,  Aldetman 
Worthmgton's  motion  to  reconsider  the  rejection 
of  the  order*to  pay  each  of  the  Deputy  Collectors 
&  salary  of  $1700  per  annum  was  taken  from  the 
table,  and  the  question  was  on  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Power— All  I  have  ro  say  is  I  hope  the 
Board  will  adhere  to  its  vote  wheieby  it  failed  to 
couth  in  or  approve  the  action  of  the  committee  in 
recommending  the  salaiy  of  $1700.  From  all  the 
inquiries  I  havo  mad'',  and  the  expressions  of 
opinion  I  have  heard  ever  since  our  last  action  on 
this  matter,  and  from  the  opinion  of  those  sup- 
posed to  have  any  knowledge  on  the  subject,  I  am 
confirmed  in  the  belief  that  $1500 is  an  ample  salary 
for  the  peixons  filling  those  positions,  aud  for  the 
degree  of  talent  required  by  theno.  Even 
$1200  would  be  a  very  good  salary,  aud  the  persons 
who  hold  the  positions  will  oe  glad  to  have  them 
at  $1200,  and  not  one  would  leave  if  the  salaiy 
were  reduced  to  that  sum. 

Aldetman  Worthington— When  I  marie  the  mo- 
tiou  tor  a  lecoQtideration  it  was  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  order  should  be  amended.  Af- 
ter the  reconsideration  the  question  will  be  on  the 
amount  to  be  inserted.  If  we  insist  upon  the  re- 
jection of  this  ordei  the  subjei  t  must  go  back  to 
the  committee  to  report  a  new  order.  I  therefore 
ask  for  a  reconsideiation  that  we  may  agree  upon 
a  sum. 

Alderman  Power— I  have  no  objections  to  a  re- 
consideration for  that  purpose. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

Alderman  Power— I  move  that  the  salary  be 
made  $1500. 

Alderman  Prescort — Is  tuat  motion  in  order, 
$1500  having  been  once  rejected  ? 

The  Chauman — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Aldermf.n  Power — Then  I  move  to  make  the 
salary  $1400. 

Aloerman  Worthiugton-  -I  move  to  make  :t 
$1600. 

Alderman  Power — I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  If  it  can  bo  so  ananged  I  (ton't  object  to 
a  salary  of  $1500;  but  at  the  same  time  I  think 
that  a  very  liberal  salary.    I  have  heard  it  said 


by  those  conversant  with  the  duties  of  that  office 
that  $1200  would  be  a  good  salary  for  the  gentle- 
men p-rformmg  them;  that  the  pay  is  more  thaa 
such  persons  employed  by  merchants  and  private 
coiporations  receive,  a^d  if  they  get  $1400 thsy 
will  be  well  paid.  I  hope  this  Board  will  not  make 
the  salaiy  $1600. 

Alderman  Butrage— I  trust  the  salaries  will  cot 
be  reduced  below  $1700.  as  was  said  the  oth«c 
day,  the  office  requires  men  or  intelligence,  abil- 
ity and  ie?pectability.  I  am  told  by  the  Collector 
that  he  wilt  require  their  services  all  the  time. 
In  former  years,  more  than  talc  of  the  deputies 
wet  e  taken  from  tbeir  duties  foi  a  hundred  days 
to  work  as  assessors,  which  wilt  account  for  the 
lax  collection  ot  the  taxes  during  many  years. 
There  is  another  fact  that  X  was  not  aware  of  till 
the  other  day.  Under  the  new  ordinance,  the 
deputies  ar^  required  to  give  double  bonds — as 
collectors  and  constants— making  $8000.  As  we 
are  to  keep  them  about  tbeir  duties  all  the  time, 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  poor  economy  to  underpay 
them.  A  ma:  can  eara  his  salary  by  collecting 
the  poll  taxes  which  have  rot  been  collected 
hfretofore. 

Alderman  Hariis— Do  these  gentlemen  collect 
the  water  .ates,  or  co  they  simply  collect  the) 
taxes  ? 

Allerman  Burrage — The  water  rates  are  not  col- 
lected by  these  deputies.  They  ate  paid  to  a 
cletl;  in  the  Water  Registrar's  office— Mr.  Little — 
who  is  a  Deputy  Collector  in  addition,  at  a  salary 
of  $2500,  paid  by  the  Water  Boar  i.  The  water 
bills  are  delivered  the  same  as  heretofore,  by  the 
parties  rrorn  that  office  who  are  smployed  to  ex- 
amine the  water  w.>.-ks. 

Alderman  Power— So  far  as  the  bond  goes  I 
d'.-o't  see  that  it  has  much  to  do  with  it.  We  ap- 
point forty  or  fifty  constables,  who  don't  collect 
any  monev  for  the  city,  and  we  make  them  give 
satisfactory  bonds.  Any  honest  young  man  a ho 
can  read  and  n rite  and  is  familiar  ,»irh  the  city, 
is  compe.ient  to  deliver  bills  and  perform  ;hose 
duties.  There  isn't  a  perron  about  Otv  Hall  but 
knows  it  isttue.  He  Has  got  to  go  vith  the  bill 
and  collect  the  money,  and  that  is  all  there  is  to 
it.  Any  smart  boy  io  a  merchant's  office  can  do 
the  same  thing. 

Aldetman  Burrage — Ai<?  the.?  not  called  upon  to 
make  arrests  if  the  Collector  so  directs,? 

Aider  man  Power— If  they  are  I  don't  see  what 
that  has  to  do  with  it.  A  ■,  oliceman  who  receives 
S3  a  day, or  $1100  or  $1200  a  year,  is  conptactly 
called  upon  to  make  airests  for  violation  ot  law, 
but  I  dou't  knoT  that  that  would  warrant  us  iu 
increasing  their  salaries;  aad  yet  theie  is  n't  any 
more  responsibility  about  this  position  thin  there 
is  about  that  of  a  policeman,  who  is  in- 
trusted with  the  care  of  our  prop-.n  \ .  I  cant  see 
how  their  duties  are  to  be  multiplied  so  much 
more  than  they  used  to  be.  If  they  are  to  b»  so 
complicated,  it  will  require  a  set  "of  men  wholly 
different  from  those  who  have  been  there.  The 
talent  they  have  will  not  command  over  $1200  a 
year.  If  we  are  goirg  to  retiencb,  now  is  the 
time  to  begin,  I  say  $1400  a  year  is  a  libeia)  sala- 
ry for  such  duiies.  Ai:y  one  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  look  into  it  will  see  that  all  it  requires 
is  a  young  can  such  as  any  merchaut  employs  iu 
his  office  to  transact  his  business  Itis  folly  to  talk 
of  such  great  ability  being  required  to  collect 
bills.  It  don't  require  any  more  ability  than  my 
youug  man  has.  I  send  him  out  with  bills 
and  expect  him  to  use  some  persuasion  to  collect 
them.  But  these  Collectors  have  the  law  behind 
them  and  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  present  the  bill. 

AUleirnan  Big'elow — Has  the  Alderman  beeu 
into  the  Collector's  office  aud  made  himself  fa- 
miliar with  the  special  duties  of  the  oeputies. 
and  does  ha  know  all  the  duties  requiied  of 
them  ? 

Alderman  Power— I  was  in  the  office  before  the 
Collector  was  appointee,  aud  I  was  familiar  with 
the  nersous  who  used  to  perform  those  duties, 
which  did  n't  take  one-quarter  of  their  time. 
Heretofore  they  were  Assessors,  and  received  $800 
or  $900  tor  that.  This  duty  does  n't  taka  a  quarter 
of  their  time.  If  it  is  going  to  take  so  much  more 
time  aud  money,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  office  has 
been  complicated  rather  than  simplitied. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  is  proposed  to  have  the 
work  well  done,  if  it  costs  a  few  hundred  dollars 
mote.  It  is  poor  economy  to  pay  small  salaries 
for  such  duties. 

Aldermt  n  Power— If  that  is  so,  then  the  present 
collectors  are  aot  tit  to  do  the  work,  and,  with  a 
tew  exceptions,  they  should  have  a  new  set  of 
men  for  the  positions. 
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Alderman  Burrage  —  It  is  a  new  system. 
Alderman  O'Brien — It  will  be  remembered  tbs,t 
some  cime  ago  we  tried  to  adjust  the  salaries  of 
the  constables  connected  with  the  courts,  but  we 
refused  to  give  them  $1500,  their  salaries  now 
being  $1200.  The  duties  of  these  positions  are 
similar.  The  constables  leceive  money  and  pay 
it  into  the  city  treasury— almost  as  mucn  as  tne 
collectors  do.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  a 
parallel  case.  I  thought  the  services  of  tbe  con- 
stables were  worth  $1500,  and  I  believe  these  gen- 
tlemen aie  worth  the  same,  foe  the  positions  re- 
quire tbs  same  kind  of  intelligence.  When  we 
are  talking  so  much  of  retrenchment,  I  believe 
that  $1500  is  sufficient  for  these  gentlemen,  and 
shall  vote  tor  that  sum. 

Alderman  VVorthirgton — I  wtll  withdraw  tbe 
motion  for  $1600  and  move  to  make  it  $1501  a  year. 

Tbe  motion(  $1501)  was  lost  by  a  risiDg  tie  vote— 
6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  tbe  order 
by  adding  the  following: 

'"Said  deputy  collectors  to  be  required  to  devote 
all  of  their  time  during  the  office  boars  of  the  de- 
partment to  the  discharge  ot  such  duties  as  may 
be  required  of  them  by  tbe  Collector." 

Alderman  Power— What  are  the  office  hours  in 
tbe  Collector's  office? 

Alderman  Stebbins— Tb«y  are  fixed  by  ordi- 
nance. 

Alderman  Burrage— From  9  A.  M.  to  5  P.  Si. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Except  on  Saturdays,  wben 
tbey  are  from  nine  to  two. 

AJdeiman  Worthinetoo- -The  collectors  are 
obliged  to  work  at  all  hours,  when  they  can  catch 
their  men.  Tbey  have  to  collect  the  poll  taxes, 
and  are  obliged  to  go  early  in  the  morning  before 
the  parties  leave  their  houses,  or  go  late  at  nigbt. 
Tbey  work  at  all  hour?,  when  ihey  can  collect 
their  money.  If  we  aoopt  the  amendment  we  vir- 
tually say  they  can  work  at  no  otber  bours 
tuan  betweeu  nine  and  five.  I  think  that 
can  be  regulated  by  the  Collector.  They 
have  a  great  deal  of  work,  and  must  do 
it  when  they  can.  I  was  a  collector  of 
bills  a  great  many  years  ago,  and  1  kunv  I  was 
obliged  to  work  when  I  could  catch  my  men — 
sometimes  as  early  as  7  A.  M.,  sometimes  as  late 
as  9  P.M.  Our  Collector  does  the  same  now;  he 
has  oharge  of  the  bills  and  we  don't  undenake  to 
guide  bim. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  difficulty  has  been 
that  these  officers  have  served  the  city  in 
otber  capacities,  and  during  office  hours, 
though  I  don't  think  such  a  contingency 
is  likely  to  arise  under  the  new  system. 
Still  I  offer  the  amendment,  that  they  shall  not 
woik  in  other  departmeots,  and  if  they  see  fit  to 
be  abse.it  it  must  be  deducted  from  their  pay. 

Alderman  Worth  in  gton— Is  that  not  covered  in 
tbe  otber  part  of  the  order?  If  tbe  Alderman 
will  withdraw  the  amendment,  I  think  it  will  be 
all  right.  It  is  understood  they  ate  to  do  nothing 
but  collectiiiii ,  undei  tbe  direction  of  the  Collector 
of  Taxes,  who  will  make  regulations  tor  the  men 
under  bis  employ. 

Alderman  Bur'raae— I  am  inclined  to  tbink  the 
amendment  unnecessary.  The  deputies  work  at  a 
fixed  salary  under  the  Collector. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Power  called  for  the  veas  and  nays 
and  his  amendment  ($1400)  was  lo-'t— yea  I,  rays 
11;  Alderman  Power  voting  yea. 

Alderman  Harris — I  move  to  make  the  sum 
$1560  a  year,  which  is  just  $130  a  month. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  move  to  make  it  $1650 
a  year. 

Alderman  Burrage's  amendment  ($1650)  was  lost 
by  a  rising  tie  vote— 6  for,  6  against. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  moved  to  make  the  sum 
$1600. 

Alderman  Bui  rage  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  tbe  amendment  of  Aloerman  Prescott  ($1600) 
was  carried — yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yea*— Aldermen  Bigelotv,  Bun  age,  Pope,  Pres- 
cott, Quiucy,  Stebbios,  Viles,  Wortbington— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  O'Biien,  Power 
—4. 

Tne  order  as  amended  was  passed— yeas  8,  nays 
4;  the  same  as  before. 

Sent  down. 

UNPAID  TAXES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Bigelow,  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Treasury  Department  on  amount 
of  unpaid  taxes  in  this  city  (City  Doc.  No.  104)  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  accepted.    Sent  down. 


METROPOLITAN   TRACKS  IN   COURT  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  from  the  table  the  orde.  to  notify  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  to  discontinue  tbe  use 
of  the  Court-street  tracks  except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  the  order 
by  substituting  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  directed  to  discontinue  the  use  of  tbeir 
tracks  in  Court  t-treet  except  in  cases  of  emergen- 
geucy;  provided,  however,  that  said  company 
may,  if  tbey  so  elect,  use  said  nacks  from  March 
1  to  November  1  for  their  West  End  ana  depot 
lines  of  cars  duung  all  hoars  on  Sundays  and 
every  week-day  evening  after  six  o'clock. 

Alderman  Stebbios — The  effect  of  that  would  be 
to  prevent  th?  company  from  using  I  he  tracks 
during  the  winter  montns,  when  of  course  it  is 
not  desirable  to  have  tbe  snow  removed.  It  will 
allow  them  to  use  the  tracks  in  the  evening  after 
six  o'clock,  to  which  no  one  objects,  and  on  Sun- 
days, to  which  there  can  be  no  objection,  for  their 
depot  and  West  End  lines  only,  it  will  be  a  great 
convenience  to  the  patrons  of  tbe  road  if  they  can 
go  through  Court  street  on  evenings  aod  Sundays, 
rathei  than  take  the  longer  rids  through  Cornhill. 

Aide-man  Burrage — Supposing  that  the  or  Jer  is 
offered  in  good  faith,  I  move  to  amend  the  substi- 
tute by  inserting  m  place  of  "emergency"  the 
words,  "The  unavoidable  obstruction  of  tbe  track 
in  Cornhill  or  in  Washington  street  between  Corn- 
hill  and  Court  stieet";  and  in«erttng  after  Court 
street  the  wore?,  "between  Scollay  square  aod 
Washington  street "  .  The  word  "emergency" 
doa'tseem  to  govern  the  case,  ana  the  Alderman 
will  see  tbat  he  means  in  Court  street  between 
Scollay  square  ard  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Stebbins  accepted  the  amendments, 
and  the  order  was  read  as  follows  (the  amend- 
ments are  given  in  quotations): 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany be  directed  to  discontinue  the  use  of  tbeir 
tracks  in  Court  street  "betweeeo  Scollay  square 
aDd  Washington  street,"  except  in  "case  of  the 
unavoidable  obstruction  of  the  track  in  Cornhill 
or  in  Washington  street  between  Cornhill  and 
•Court  street";  provided,  however,  that  said  com- 
pany may,  if  they  so  elect,  use  said  tracks  from 
March  1  to  Nov.  1  for  their  West  End  and  Depot 
lines  of  cars  during  all  bours  on  Sundays  and 
on  every  week  day  e»er>iuir  after  six  o'clock. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  don't  know  that  there  is 
a«y  particular  emergency  requiring  us  to  act  up- 
on this  nic  tter  this  evening,  and  I  move  tbat  it  be 
laid  upon  tbe  table  and  that  the  amendments  and 
the  order  as  amended  be  piinted. 

The  motion  prevailed.    . 

SWING  SIGNS. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following  in 
the  regular  order  of  reports  from  commitrees : 

The  Committee  on  Police,  to  whom  was  refened 
the  remonstrance  of  J.  H.  Crane  and  others, 
against  the  removal  of  swing  signs  projecting  into 
the  public  streets,  report  that  at  the  bearing 
which  was  given  to  the  remoustianrs  they  failed 
to  give  any  good  reasons  for  not  proceeding  with 
the  work  which  was  entered  upon  last  year  of  re- 
moving the  proje^tinr  signs  throuahoat  the  busi- 
ness portions  or  the  city,  and  which  has  leceived 
tbe  cordial  appjoval  of  the  citizens  generally. 
Accepted. 

Latei  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Burrage,  ihe  Board  took  from  the  table  bis  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  rejection  of  the  order  to 
notify  sundiy  persons  to  remove  projecting  or 
Sf/ing  signs. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  seems  clear  that  tbe  law 
forbidding  abutters  on  public  streets  from  pi  oject- 
ing  portions  of  their  buildings  or  auy  thing  attached 
to  them  into  or  over  tbe  highway  is  founded on  jus- 
tice and  equity.  All  persons  equally  have  a  right 
to  the  use  and  benefits  of  the  public  streets,  and 
may  demand  that  no  one  shall  be  permitted  fo  ob- 
struct either  liabt,  air  or  the  view  in  and  above 
tbe  streets  any  more  than  the  passage  ttnough 
them.  They  may  also  reasonably  ask  that  the 
Government  shall  save  them  from  the  me..ace  to 
life  and  limb  involved  in  the  liability  of  such  pro- 
jections to  fall  or  to  be  blown  down.  It  is  not  de- 
nied tbat  these  projecting  signs  are  maintained 
contrary  to  law.  Doubtless  most  of  them  were  erect- 
ed thoughtlessly  or  in  ignorance  of  the  law;  and 
there  are  probably  some  within  the  districts  des- 
ign ted  that  are  comparatively  unobjectionable; 
but  it  was  thought  by  the  Committee  on  Police  that 
in  fairness  the  law  should  be  enforced  impartially 
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in  the  densely  settled  portions  of  the  city,  where 
the  streets  are  mostly  lined  upon  each  side  with 
contiguous  buildings.  In  the  outlying  districts 
where  the  buildings  are  scattering  acd  there  aie 
but  few  signs,  it  was  thought  to  be  unnecessary 
to  act  at  preseni.    I  trusc  the  order  will  be  passed. 

The  reconsideratfoa  prevailed. 

Alderman  Prescott— What  districts  does  this 
order  include  and  except? 


Alderman  Burrage— It  excepts  Roxbuiy,  Dor- 
chester, "West  Roxbuiy  and  Brighton,  as  I  under- 
stand it;  it  includes  the  city  proper,  Charlssto'sn, 
East  and  South  Boston. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Oo  motion  of  41deiman  PoT?er,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER   31,    1875. 


Regular  meeting;  at  7%  oMock,  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  president,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  fSOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

A  message  from  th©  Mayor  transmitting  a  gift 
to  the  city,  from  Benjamin  T.  Reed,  of  a  statue  of 
General  Glover,  came  down  referred  to  the  Joint 
Commt^ce  on  Common,  etc.    Concurred. 

Petitions  ware  referred  in  concurrence. 

Report  recommending  refsreoce  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department  of  the  remonstrance  of 
Chauncy  Page  against  the  erection  of  a  building 
for  chemical  purooses  on  First  street,  South 
Boston.    Accepted  and  reference  ordered. 

Reports,  viz.— 1.  Of  leave  to  withdraw  on  peti- 
tions of  Henry  Cohen  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to 
his  son  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  of  James  Cul- 
len  to  toe  pai  1  tor  injuries  from  a  fall  on  Har- 
rison avenue :  2.  No  action  tecessaryon  petition 
of  F.  C.  Shedd  for  leave  to  ouild  on  Dudley  street, 
"Ward  16,  and  on  notice  from  M.  K.  Cushman  for 
removal  of  water  pipes  from  Fort  avenue. 

Seveiallv  accepted. 

Report,  of  Committee  on  Treasury  Department 
exhibiting  amount  of  unpaid  taxes  in  this  city. 
(City  Dos.  No.  104.)    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  hire  for  five  years,  at  an 
annual  rent  of  $1000,  the  second  and  third  stories 
of  339  Broadway,  South  Boston,  for  armorv  and 
waid-room  purposes.  Order  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mor  ison 
of  Ward  9,  and  passed— yeas  56,  nays  0. 

Otder  for  a  transfer  of  $400  from  salaries  to 
repairs  of  wagon,  harness,  etc  ,  io  appropriation 
for  In  spec  t  ion  of  Buildings.  Passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  order  fixing  salaries  of  deputy  col- 
lectors at  $1700  per  anuutu,  w;rh  amendment  fix- 
ing the  salaries  at  $1600.  Thy  order  as  amended 
was  read  twice  under  a  snspeesioo  of  the  rule,  ou 
motion  ot  Mr.  Anoerson  of  Ward  3  (who  said 
these  men  had  not  received  any  pay  since  the  first 
of  September),  and  passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  provide  additional  pnmary-s-chool  ac- 
commodations in  Aurirew  District.    Passed.    Seot 
.up. 

Certificate  of  the  election  jf  George  Curtis  as 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  place  of  Iia  Allen,  de- 
ceased. 

Tup  Council  proceeded  to  an  election,  aid 
Messrs.  Day  of  Ward  1,  Smith  of  Ward  10,  and 
Anderson  of  Ward  3,  were  apnoi'  ted  a  committee 
to  collect  and  count  votes.    Thev  reported — 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 60 

Necessary  to  a  choice 81 

Heary  L.  Richards 31 

George  Curtis 29 

and   Mr.   Richards    wai   declared  elected  in  non- 
concurrence.    Certificate  sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Buraess  of  Ward  3— Petitions  of  Edwin 
G.  Ang°U  for  abatement  of  tax  on  estate  at  corner 
of  Sumner  find  Jeffries  streets;  John  Jeffrie",  Jr., 
for  abatement  of  tax  on  estate  on  Maverick  street, 
and  on  certain  property  at  Jeffries'!  Point.  Sev- 
erally referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors 
Department. 

By  Mr.  Walbridgeof  Ward  12— Application  of 
Gilbert  Wait,  M.  P.,  to  be  paid  $350  for  expenses 
aad  care  of  Mrs.  Kimball,  from  Feb.  8  to  March  29, 
on  account  of  a  fractured  li'iib. 

By  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  Michael 
D'jiw,  to  bs  paid  for  injuries  and  damages  caused 
by  the  construction  of  a  se»er  in  f:ont  of  246  Cen- 
tre street. 

Severally  referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Under  the  call  for  petitions,  Mr.  BracVett  of 
Ward  10  presented  the  petition  of  John  F.  Colby 
and  others,  residents  of  and  legal  voter,  in  the 
district  bounded  hy  Columbus  avpiiu»  on  the  ea*t, 
West  Chesier  park  on  the  south,  Providence  Rail- 
load  on  the  west  and  West  Newton  street  on  the 
north,  in  ti'e  citv  of  Boston,  that  said  district  may 
bs  annexed  to  the  ward  numbered  fifteen    upon 


the  plan  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Divi- 
sion of  Wards. 

Mr.  BracKett  also  presented  the  petition  ot  Al- 
bert Gay  and  others,  re'idems  and  legal  voters  in 
the  district  bounded  by  Tremont  street,  Brookline 
street,  Warien  avenue  and  Dartmouth  street, 
that  said  oinrict  may  be  aanexed  to  the  ward 
numbered  fourteen,  upon  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Division  of  Wards. 

Mr.  Brackett  moved  that  the  petitions  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Division  of  Wards. 

Mr.  Parker  or  Ward  14  presented  th^-  petition  of 
A.  D.  Williams  and  others,  living  on  the  territory 
between  the  following-ncentioned  streets,  rtsoect- 
f  ully  remonstrating  against  being  set  off  to  Ward 
20,  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Revision  of 
the  Wards,  and  desiung  that  the  boundary  lines 
of  Ward  18  shall  be  as  follows:  From  corner  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue  through  centre  of  Seaver  street 
and  Egleston  square  to  centre  of  Washington 
street,  down  centre  cf  Washington  street  to  Mar- 
cell*  street,  down  centre  of  Marcella  afreet  to 
Centre  street,  as  proposed  bv  the  committee. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  moved  that  the  petitions 
be  lard  on  the  table  until  later  in  the  evening,  af- 
ter the  Councrl  shall  have  acted  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  Brackett — It  seems  to  me  that  the  proper 
way  is  to  refer  tb>m  to  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Flynn — The  subject  is  specially  assigned  for 
tonight.  If  the  Conncrl  have  not  made  up  therr 
minds,  I  think  it  is  the  intention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  have  the  matter  lecommitted ;  and  after  that 
has  been  passed  upon  will  be  time  enough  to  refer 
the  petitions  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bracfeett— I  do  nor  see  what  possible  harm 
it  can  do  to  refer  the  petitions,  even  if  «e  do  not 
«ettle  the  matter,  which  maybe  token  up  but  rot 
settled.  When  petitions  i  re  ptesented  to  a  legis- 
lative body,  it  is  always  customary  to  ref°t  them. 
Mr.  Flvuu— The  report  of  the  committee  baviog 
been  accented, the  committer  are  discharged  from 
further  duty,  unless  some  petition  of  this  kind  is 
referred  torhem. 

Mr.  Brackett — If  the  petition  is  referred  to  the 
committee  they  svill  have  something  to  do :  but  I 
don't  know  t  at  their  duties  are  necessarily  ended 
by  tne  acceptance  of  the  re  fort. 

The  petrtrcs  were  lard  on  the  table  bv  a  rising 
vox — 30  for,  24  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  nf  Ward  4.  the 
Councrl  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8  P.  M., 
viz.:  The  remainder  of  the  ordinance  providing 
for  a  new  division  of  the  city  into  wards,  com- 
mencing with  "Ward  No.  3";  and  the  order  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  author- 
izing the  establishment  of  a  -econd  polling  place 
i  o  Ward  li.    (Citv  Doc.  No.  105.) 

The  question  was  o»  giving  the  section  relating 
to  Ward  3  a  second  leaning. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  re  naindeT  ot 
the  ordinance  take  it<  second  reading  by  its  title. 
and  snggest  that  amendments  to  any  specific  de- 
scription of  a  ward  be  received,  while  the  whole 
ordinance  is  under  rtiscussion.  It  seems  to  be  un- 
necessary to  go  through  the  whole,  part  bv  part] 
we  »  ad  better  put  the  whole  ordinance  on  its  pas- 
saar°. 

The  Presirieut—  Ac  th?  last  meeting  the  Conncrl 
voted  to  take  up  the  ordinance  paragraph  by  par- 
agraph, and  as  that  vote  has  not  been  reconsid- 
ered it  would  appear  to  be  binding  at  the  present 
time. 

Mi.  WlUcutc  of  Wi>rd  17— If  in  order.  I  move  n 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  whereby  the  differeut 
sections  were  to  be  'aken  iro  seriatim. 

The  Presrdent— The  motion  is  not  within  the 
prescribed  time  and  cannot  be  entertained.  It. 
was  voted  at  the  last  meeting  to  give  the  ordi- 
nance 'its  second  reading  by  its  till.-,  which 
was  done,  and  the  question  will  come  upon 
the  passage  of  the  several  paragraphs,  beginnirg 
with  Ward  3. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  won  Id  snggest  that  the  amend- 
ments which  are  proposed  to  be  made  by  gentle- 
men from  the  different  wards  be  made  at  this 
time,  before  the  passage  of  any  particular  sect'on. 
so  that  the  Council  may  understand  what  changes 
-  arc  proposed  in  the  lines  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. If  in  order,  I  move  that  the  rule  adopted 
pf  the  last  meeting  he  suspended,  that  pe  tleaien 
may  submit  amendments  before  th?  passage  of 
the  different  sections,  aud  that  the  amendments 
b«  offered  at  this  time.  Tne  Council  will 
then  understand  what  chaoses  arc  proposed  and 
what  we  are  about  to  vote  ou.  If  we  pass  upon 
and  adopt  some  wards,  an  amendment  may  M 
proposed  which  will  change  the  whole  aspect  of 
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affairs.  I  therefore  ask  that  the  amendments 
may  be  proposed  at  this  time,  that  the  Council  ine,y 
understand  what  they  are  voting  for. 

Mr.  Brackett — I  hope  that  motion  will  prevail, 
for  it  is  a  very  wise  suggesti  m.  I  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  move  amendments  affecting  Wards  14 
ana  15,  which,  if  adopted,  will  necessitate  <t  change 
in  the  lines  of  Waio  8.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
sections  should  be  considered  as  a  whole  aod  not 
seriatim. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  prevailed. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— :It  seems  to  me  that  be 'ore 
we  even  read  this  ordinance  by  its  tide,  the  title 
bad  better  be  ms.de  legal  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance under  which  we  are  supposed  and  com- 
pelled to  work.  On  pa°e  473  ot  ttie  ordinances  I 
find  that— 

"All  by-laws  of  the  city  shall  be  denominated 
ordinances  and  the  enacting  style  shall  be — 'Be  It 
ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  Bostoo,  in  City  Council  assembled, 
as  follows.' " 

This  title  says  "Be  it  ordained  by  the  Mayor 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council."  I 
don't  know  what  the  Majoi'hasto  do  with  it.  I 
move  that  the  word  "Mayor"  be  stricken  out,  so 
that  the  title  shall  read  according  to  the  ordi- 
nances. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  President  called  the  wards  seriatim. 

Mr.  Bia&kett  offered  the  following: 

Ward  No.  8.  Amend  by  strikiug  out  the  words 
beginning  in  the  ten i h  line  "the  junction  of  Co- 
lumbus avenue  aod"  and  inserting  instead  there- 
of the  words,  "Beikeley  street;  rlunce  bv  the 
middle  of  Berkeley  street  to  Lawreaoe  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  ol  Lawrence  street  to;"  also 
by  striking  out  me  words,  beginning  in  the  thir- 
teenth line,  "Columbus  avenue;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Columbus  avenue,"  and  inserting  iu- 
stead  thereof  the  words  "the  junction  of  Colum- 
bus avpnue  anu  West  Newton  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  West  Newton  stieet  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  ;  thence  by  the  line  of 
the  southeast:  ily  side  of  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad." 

Mr.  Brackett — I  introduce  this  amendment  now 
because  I  have  two  others  in  regard  to  W..rds  14 
arc!  15,  the  object  of  which  is  to  add  a  ceitain  dis- 
trict to  Ward  14,  which  has  been  set  off  from 
what  is  now  Ward  10  (which  is  substanuilly  new 
Ward  14;)  and  also  to  take  a  district  which  has 
been  added  to  Wara  8,  (and  which  is  row  a  part 
ot  Ward  11)  and  add  it  to  Ward  15,  (which  is  sub- 
stautiilly  Ward  11).  In  doing  this  a  certain  num- 
ber of  voteis  will  be  taken  from  Ward  8;  to  offset 
which  I  offer  the  amendment  teat  the  district 
b.  rwsen  Chandler  aiod  Lawn  nee  streets  be  acded 
to  Ward  8,  and  the  section  bounded  by  Brooklme 
and  Dai  tmouth  streets,  between  Warren  avenue 
and  Treujont  street,  be  added  to  Ward  14.  That 
is  induced  in  old  Ward  10.  By  the  amend- 
ment I  propose  to  introduce,  the  boundary 
will  run  through  Brooklme  street  to  Warren  ave- 
nue, making  a  straight  line.  But  if  that  district 
which,  according  to  the  committee's  report,  con- 
tains 172  voters,  is  added  to  Ward  14,  something 
should  be  added  to  Ward  15  to  compeosate  for  the 
change.  Now,  if  you  taketne  district  bounded  by 
Columbus  avenue,  West  Chester  park,  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railioad  and  West  Newton 
street,  containing  127  voters,  Ward  15  nil 
lose  172  voteis,  and  gain  127,  making  a 
net  loss  of  only  forty  five.  So  it  can- 
not be  claimed  that  this  change,  so  far  as 
Ward  15  is  concerned,  will  materially  affect  the 
Lumber  of  vot  is  By  adding  the  district  between 
West  Chester  par^,  me  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad  and  West  Newton  street  to  Ward  15,  it 
will  make  substantially  the  present  Ward  11,  and 
you  then  maxe  a.  straight  lice  from  Ward  16  to 
WeU  New; on  street.  But  in  dotnt  that  vou  t  .ke 
127  voters  from  Ward  8;  to  compensate  for  whieb 
I  propose  to  add  the  section  betweeu  Cbandler  and 
Lawrence  streets,  containing  110  voters,  to  Wards. 
Ward  8  will  gain  110  and  lose  127,  making  a 
change  of  only  17  Voters.  These  petitions  are 
irom  the  citizens  of  the  two  districts  I  have  men- 
tioned. The  gentlemen  living  between  Brooklme 
stivec.  Warren  avenue  and  Tremont.  stieet  are 
well  known  there ;  two  or  three  of  therh  have  been 
members  of  the  Council,  one  is  at  present  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Committee,  twoaie  inspectors 
in  W  rd  10,  and  all  are  well  known  and  respected 
citizens  of  Ward  10.  Thev  have  been  accustomed 
to  association  with  the  people  of  Ward 
10,  a  ad  desire  to  retain  and  continue  it.  I  think  it 
is  ii  perfectly  proper  wish  for  them  to  entertain, 


and  that  it  is  not  unreasonable  for  them  to  ask 
that  it  be  granted,  inasmuch  as  it  will  not  make 
any  material  change  in  the  number  of  voters,  but 
will  make  a  straight  boundary  line;  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  geographical  position  of  tne  ward 
will  be  bettei  if  the  citizens  of  those  two  sections 
are  accommodated.  By  adding  the  section  be- 
tween Chandler  and  Lawrence  streets  to  Ward  8, 
that  waid  will  correspond  io  the  present  Ward  9, 
and  there  will  still  be  no  substantial  change  in  the 
number  of  voters  in  these  wards.  The  residents 
of  the  section  between  West  Chester  park  and 
Newton  street desiie  to  be  added  to  Ward  15.  to 
bring  them  into  what  corresponds  to  olu  Ward  11 
I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  the  two  amenoments, 
as  they  will  not  uisturb  the  equilibrium  of  the 
wards,  but  will  make  better  dividing  lines  and 
mtet  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  those  districts. 
Mr.  Whittnoe— I  nave  been  placed  io  rather  an 
embarrassing  situation  this  evening,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  curing  tne  present  week  various  mem- 
bers of  the.  Council  and  citizens  have  applied  to 
me  to  know  That  would  be  the  result  of  certain 
change-  they  suggestsd  in  certain  ward  bounda- 
ries. Inasmuch  as  I,  of  n  cessity,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  had  acoess  to  the  niip,  it  was 
supposed  that  I  could  (rive  the  figures  showing  the 
result  of  such  changes.  I  have  desired  in  every 
case  to  give  all  the  iofoimatiou  at  my  command  ; 
but  I  have  still  felt,  as  amemhsr  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  it  is  my  duty  to  oppose  any  con-iderable 
change  io  the  plan  proposed  unless  the  benefits  to 
bo  gained  by  such  changes  are  very  apparent.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  the  changes  pio.^osed  in  Wards  8, 
14  and  15  will  be  uioe  titan  there  i-  any  apparent 
necessity  foi  making,  inasmuch  as  th«  responsi- 
bility of  first  proposing  amerclmeuts  to  the  com- 
mittee's recort  does  not  rest  upon  mo— amend- 
ments have  already  bsen  offered,  and  it  is  fair 
to  conclude  that  others  will  be  offeied — i  de.nre 
to  state  to  the  Council  the  various  changes  pro- 
pos-d,  5. nd  what  the  result  of  these  changes  will 
he,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  them.  I  will  therefore  ask  the  Council  to 
look  at  the  hoe  between  Wards  7  and  9.  There  is, 
as  every  one  will  perceive,  in  the  corner  a  block, 
comp  ising  part  of  Ward  9,  which  is  almost  sur- 
rounded by  other  .vaids.  It  is  the  p%rr  in  front 
of  the  Common  comprising  the  square  between 
Tremont  street,  Boyiston,  Eliot  and  Oarver  .-treets, 
containing  the  Public  Library  and  other  large 
buildings.  1  bave  made  some  examination  to  see 
which  change  might  be  made  there,  and  what 
would  >e  the  lesult  of  it;  and  without  desiring  to 
recommend  any  variation  from  the  plans  of  the 
committee,!  haveonly  tosaythatil  thelmeof  Eli- 
ot street  be  adopt°d  from  Carver  street,  across  to 
Albany  street,  it  will  take  225  voters  in  the  larger 
square,  and  seventy-six,  I  think,  in  the  smaller 
one.  Having  taken  that  section  from  Ward  9,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  give  a  portion  of  Ward  7  to 
Ward  9,  aid  the  boundary  is  tasily  obtained  by 
taking  the  line  ot  Kiugston  street,  froai  Devon- 
shire to  Beach  street.  Further  than  that,  as  Ward 
7  is  still  too  large,  it  mayb=  judicious  to  change 
the  block  between  Hancock  and  Temple  streets  to 
Ward  6.  These  are  the  changes  in  that  part 
of  the  city,  the  effect  of  which  I  have 
been  requested  to  state.  The  only  other 
suggestion  that  has  been  made  i,  in  lega^d  to  the 
bounda'y  lue  between  Waros  3  and  4,  where  a 
number  of  voters  desiie  to  bave  the  corner  be- 
tween Washington  and  Blackstone  streets  and 
Dock  square  placed  in  Ward  4.  lu  following  up 
the  lines  I  have  already  had  the  same  proposition 
made  to  me  vshich  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
has  mentioned  in  r-gard  to  the  comer,  as  it  now 
stands  in  Ward  15.  Every  one  sees  that  there  is 
in  the  northeast  comer  of  Ward  15  a  square  which 
piojects  into  the  other  suiroundiug  wards.  With- 
out desiring  to  make  such  great  changes  as  the 
geutleman  from  Ward  10  has  proposed,  I 
will  state  that  by  dividing  that  square  be- 
'  t*eeo  the  two  wards  you  will  mak-  an 
inequality  of  only  forty  votes.  In  other  words, 
-  if  it  is  desirable-  to  pay  attention  to  the 
wishes  of  the  voters  of  Ward  10,  residing  in  rhat 
corner,  probably  their  wishes  will  be  best  met 
by  changing  the  line  to  West  Canton  street  und 
Shawmut  avenue.  In  this  case  there  is  no  inter- 
ference with  rhe  boundaries  of  the  other  wards, 
the  exchange  being  made  between  two  diagonal 
blocks.  In  the  same  way  I  beg  leave  to  tepeat 
again  that  in  suggesting  these  chaoges,  I  am- 
only  carrying  out  tbe  wishes  of  gentlemen  ;vho 
otherwise  would  have  made  motions  to  this  effect 
themselves.  In  regard  to  West  Roxbury,  there 
has  been  a  great  deal  ot  discussion  and  astiong 
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desire  to  change  the  line  there  to  some  extent.  Of 
course  my  own  impression  is  that  the  line' by 
which  the  old  ward  bouodanes  were  somewhat 
disturbed  will  prove  to  be  a  public  benefit,  how- 
ever unpleasiut  the  medicine  may  be  at  the  pres- 
ent time ;  bur  I  feel  bound,  for  the  sake  of  saving 
time  and  to  prevent  the  sending  back  of  th&  re- 
port to  the  committee,  to  give  a  full  and  explicit 
explanation  of  the  changes  suggested.  In  regard 
to  West  Roxbury.it  happens  very  curiously  that 
the  oart  we  want  to  join  to  it  deshes  not  to  be  an- 
nexed, and  the  little  portion  we  wish  to  cut  off  is 
very  strenuous  to  be  lef  t  to  old  associations.  If 
you  1  ok  ar  the  lioe  —  that  is  tne  space 
between  Seaver  street  in  old  Roxburv  and 
Townsend  stieet,  which  is  the  new  boundary, 
which  we  bay*,  taken  from  Roxbury  and  put  into 
West  Roxbuiy,  the  inhabitants,  as  shown  by  the 
petition,  are  very  desirous  of  remaining  with 
Roxbuiy,  making  a  difference  of  206  voters.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  crossing  thr.  line,  we  find  it 
necessary  to  cut  off,  just  above  Jamaica  Pond,  a 
littls  lot  of  people  and  place  them  with  the  Long- 
wood  voters  in  Ward  19.  If  the  line  is  carried  out 
as  suggested  by  the  petitioners  from  Roxbury 
dowo  to  Seaver  street  la  a  southerly  direction, 
it  will  be  recessary  to  make  a  compen- 
sation by  taking,  something  from  Ward  19,  and 
there  the  line  is  from  Brooklme boundary  through 
Haath  and  New  Heath  streets  to  Centre  street. 
These  .  hanges  will  be  well  understood.  They  call 
for  very  little  variation  in  the  ward  lines.  If  it  be 
the  desire  of  the  Council  to  pass  upon  the^e 
propositions!  have  embodied  in  them  one  ?.uieud- 
merit  which  will  stand  by  itself;  but  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  any  one,  looking  at  the  map,  can  per- 
ceive that  most  cf  these  changes  are  compara- 
tively trifling,  that  the  addition  given  one  <vaid  is 
immediately  taken  from  another.  It  will  not  be 
necessary  to  recommit  th«  matter  to  the  commit- 
tee to  verify  these  statements.  I  have  put 
myself  in  this  positioo  of  volunteering  infor- 
mation which  I  have  received  as  one  of  the 
committee  simply  for  the  purpose  of  facil- 
itating business  this  evening.  I  think  it  is  very 
essential  to  adopt  some  scheme  at  once,  in  order 
to  give  the  other  branch  time  to  consioer  it  and 
eeud  it  back:  to  us,  if  they  see  fit.  Althous-h,  as  a 
whole,  the  repo.-tof  the  committee  can  be  adopted 
with  perfect  security,  a%  it  has  given  general  sat- 
isfaction Throughout  thp  city,  still,  rather  than 
delay  the  matter,  and  prevent  a  deluge  of  auend- 
meuts,  I  have  embodied  all  the  suggestion*  made 
to  me  in  one  amindment,  and  the  Co"ucil  cau 
accept  or  reject  it  as  a  whole.  I  move,  there- 
fore, the  changes  which  I  have  described  and 
which  are  fully  explained  in  the  paper  which  I 
shall  send  to  the  Chair. 

The  President— Does  the  amendment  i-f  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  affect  Ward  8  at  all? 

Mr.  Wbitmore— It  does  nor  affect  Ward  8  at  all, 
but  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ware  10  affects  tie  territory  covered  in  my 
amendment,  inasmuch  as  it  proposes  to  take 
a  portion  of  Ward  15  and  put  it  into  Ward  8. 
As  near  as  I  can  remember  the  gentleman's  re- 
marks, the  object  of  his  amendment  is  to  take  a 
portion  of  Ward  8  and  put  it  into  Ward  75.  Con- 
sequently, fcs  an  amendment  to  his  amendmeiit,  I 
move  to  leave  the  lii.es  of  Ward  8  as  they  are, 
and  make  the  other  .changes  io  the  hues  of  the 
oil  er  wards  as  I  proiiose. 

The  President— The  Chan  will  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  amendments  of  the  gentleman 
fiom  Ward  4,  so  far  as  they  pertain  to  Wards  8, 
Wand  15,  are  -ubsiitures  for  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  inasmuch  as  the  latter 
propose  to  amend  the  boundaries"  ol  Ward  8  for 
the  purposa  of  remodelling  the  boundaries  of 
Wards  14  and  15. 

Mr.  Flyna  of  Ward  7— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
4,  wno  is  chaiimau  of  the  committee,  having  sub- 
mitted that  amendment,  I  would  ii_quire  before 
action  is  taken,  whether  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion has  been  had  from  the  other  membeis  of  the 
committee;  whethe-  he  offers  them  as  an  individ- 
ual member  of  rbe  Council,  or  whether  they  reu- 
resent  the  views  of  the  Committee  o..  the  Divi- 
sion of  Wards, 

[P^use.] 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the  amend- 
ment offend  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— Did  I  undorstaud  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  to  make  a  motion? 

The  President— He  merely  made  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  think  that  all  pro- 
posed amendments  should  be  offered  before  wo 
act  upon  auything,   so  that  the  Council  may  sie 


how  fa."  it  is  proposed  to  amend  this  ordinance. 
If  there  are  to  be  but  a  fen  minor  ameodrnents 
to  please  members  of  the  Council  or  citizens,  I 
would  waive  any  punctilio  that  I  might  have,  to 
allow  them  to  be  made.  Bui  if  ve  are  to  open  the 
floodgates  afld  allow  everybody  to  make  amend- 
ments to  break  down  this  whole  scheme,  then  I 
ssal)  set  my  face  against  it.  Ihe  Council 
must  see  that  we  must  stand  together  or 
separare  upon  this  motion.  As  old  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carioltoo  said  when  he  signed 
the  Declaratio-i  ot  Independence,  "We  must 
either  hang  together  or  hatg  separately." 
So  it  is  in  this  matter.  I  want  to  see  how 
fai  membeis  propo-e  to  offer  amendments 
to  this  ordinance.  If  they  are  to  produce  con- 
fusion, I  must  go  against  them;  bat  if  taey 
are  no  more  extensive  than  those  already  propos- 
ed, I  have  no  objection  to  offer.  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  motion  offered  by  the  gentlemar,  from  West 
Roxbury.  1  have  no  critical  to  mak6  upon  that, 
and  am  willing  to  yield  that  point.  I  hope  before 
any  acti  m  is  taken  upon  any  amendment  we  shall 
have  all  amendments  submitted  to  the  Council 
that  it  is  pj  oposed  io  make,  and  then  we  cat.  de- 
termine how  far  tney  are  going  to  affect  this  plan, 
and  what  course  to  take.  *  I  will  therefore  make  a 
motio-:  that  all  amendmeiits  to  this  ordinance  be 
offered  before  any  action  is  taken  upon  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — I  =hould  like  to  know, 
and  I  think  the  Council  would  eiy  much  like  to 
know,  whether  these  amendments,  bffeied  by  the 
gentleman  from  W  3rd  4,  come  from  the  commit- 
tee or  from  him  individually.  Because  if  they 
come  from  him  individua'ly  they  do  not  have  so 
much  weight  as  if  coming  trom  the  committee  of 
which  he  is  chairman.  I  think  he  ought  to 
.-.  nswer. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — It  pernap*  may  have 
been  noticed  that  I  had  risen  at  the  same  timie 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  rose  to  mak«  Dis 
inquiry.  I  did  cot  understand  mat  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  [Mr  Flvno]  made  any  serious  inquiry 
of  me  as  to  whether  I  piesenied  any  committee  re- 
port or  any  thing  sanctioned  by  the  commi  ttee.  I  sat 
still  without  answering  the  iuquiiy  made,  simply 
because  in  a  conversation  which  we  baa  today 
he  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  suggestion  I  was  to 
make.  I  have  said  nothing,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  to  justify  any  one  in  assummg 
that  I  was  speaking  for  the  committee  in  any 
way.  On  the  contrary,  [  stated  that  these 
amendments  were  offered  in  consequence  of 
remarks  made  to  me  individually.  I  think 
also  that  after  the  r°maks  of  my  colleague 
from  Ward  12  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that 
in  making  the  remarks  I  aid  I  spoke  simply  in  my 
own  capacity  ^-- a  member  of  theCouncd;  audi 
may  add  that  there  is  no  gentleman  lure  present 
who  ha«  bet'tr  reason  to  believe  that  I  spoke  in 
that  capacity  than  the  gentleman  irom  Ward  7, 
who  asked  the  questio,-..  1  c  rtainly  have  no  de- 
sire to  mislead  the  Council,  because  I  can  hardy 
suppose  the  Council  would  think  that  I  would  as- 
sume to  speak  foi  tb?  committee,  when  I  had  to 
authority  to  speak  for  them,  I  have  said  nothing, 
and  I  in 'end  to  say  nothiog  to  lead  anyone  to  sup- 
pose I  was  speakijg  for  the  committee. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  W:<rd  7—1  desire  to  say  in  reply 
that  it  the  last  meetinp-  of  the  Council  the  gen- 
tleman woS  very  anxious  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  should  be  adopted  intact. 

The  President— The  amendments  offered  by  the 
geucie  ran  from  Ward  4  are  as  follows: 

In  the  ordinance  under  the  description  ot  Ward 
3  (page  14,  line  2)  substitute  "Biackstore"  for 
"(newl  Washington"  i.  two  places;  and  iu  line  3 
insert  the  words  "North  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  North  street  to"  before  the  words 
"Dock  square." 

The  same  changes  in  linas  5  and  6  of  the  de- 
sciiptiou of  Ward  4. 

In  the  description  of  Ward  6.  lines  6  and  7,  sub- 
stitute "Temple"  for  "Hancock." 

Iu  the  description  of  Ward  7.  l:'>es  12  and  the 
following,  substitute  "Otis"  for  "Linolo," 
"Kingston"  for  "Beach,"  "Albany"  for  "Hudson,' 
"Carver"  tor  "Tremont";  a'>d  iu  lines  3  audi, 
"Temple"  for  "Hancock. 

Ward  9,  in  the  description,  in  lines  6  to  10, 
substitute  "Otis"  for  "Lincoln,"  "Kingston"  for 
"Beach,"  "Albany'"  for  "Hudson,"  aud  strike  oat 
half  "  of  line  9,  aiid  ail  of  lines  10. 11.  12  aud  halt 
of  13. 

Ward  14,  in  the  description,  in  lines  15  and  16, 
substitute  "  Wai  reu  avenue"  foi  "Xremont  street." 
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In  line  16,  before  "Brookliue  street,"  insert "  West 
Canron  street;  tbence  by  the  middle  of  West 
Canton  street  to  Sbawmut  avenue;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Shawmut  avenue  to—." 

Ward  15,  in  the  description,  line  5,  alter  "Brook- 
lino  street,"  nisert  "to  Shawmut  avenue;  thence 
by  th  :  middle  of  Sbawmut  avenue  to  West  Can- 
ton .street;  tbence  by  the  middle  or  Wesi  Canton 
Street."  And  in  lines  5  and  6,  substitute  "WarioB 
avenue"  tor  "I'remont  street." 

vVard  18,  in  the  description,  in  line  8,  substitute 
"Seaver"  tor  "Townsend";  in  line  9,  substitute 
"Seaver"  for  "Toivnsend  aud  Quiacy." 

Ward  ID,  in  the  description,  in  lines  5,  6  and  7, 
substitute  "New  Heath"  tor  "Centre,"  "New 
Heath  and  Heatn"  for  "Centre  and  Perkins," 
"Tremont  street"  for  "Bond  ave  iue  and  Chestnut 
street." 

Waul  20,  in  the  description,  in  li>  es  2,  3  and  4, 
substitute  "Trernout"  for  "Bond,"  "Heath"  for 
"Perkins,"  "New  Heath"  foi  "Centre."  In  lines  8 
and  9,  subsritute  "Seaver"  for  "To wa send"  and 
"Townsend  and  Quincy." 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  say  simply  this,  for 
the  information  of  the  Council,  ihat  although 
these  changes  read  oil'  iu  this  manner  may  seem 
formidable,  there  is  no  variation  bcyorui 
what  I  have  already  described  on  the  man ;  that 
the  number  ot  blocks  affected  bv  these  changes 
is  small;  one  at,  the  end  of  Ward  6,  one  at  the 
Side  of  Ward  3,  t>'  o  blocks  on  the  end  of  Ward  7, 
oio  block  betwcr-n  Wards  14  and  15,  and  two 
blocks  in  the  Roxburyaud  West  Roxbuiy  districts. 
In  preparing  ihe  amendments  there  has  bee.i  no 
attempt  to  make  any  change  whatever  from  the 
Statement  which  I  have  made;  but  of  courie 
where  tue  lines  are  t  'ice  repeated  in  descriptions 
of  wards,  it  looks  perhaps  as  if  the  amendment 
proposed  is  much  more  extensive  than  it  real- 
ly is.  It  is  ery  slight.  The  greatest  number  of 
vol  rs  changed  from  one  war;-,  to  anotber  is  123— 
I  can  give  the  exact  figures  if  desired.  Two  ot  the 
other  blocks  contain  respective'.y  twenty-three 
and  thirty-five  votes. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  go  on  calling  for 
these  amendments  in  accordance  with  the  vote. 

The  wards  were  then  called  in  their  order. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  desire  to  offer  these 
amendments  in  regard  to  Wart  s  14  and  15. 

Ward  No.  14.  Amend  by  striking  out  the 
words  beginning  in  the  twelfth  line,  "Chandler- 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Chandler  street  to 
the  junction  of  Columbus  avenue  and,"  and  in- 
serting in  place  thereof  tb;.  oords  "Lawrence 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Lawrence  street 
to;"  also  by  sinking  out  the  .voids  begin  mug  in 
the  fifteenth  line,  "tremont  stie- t;  tbence  by  the 
middle  of  Tremont  street,"  ai  d  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  words  "Warren  avenue;  tboncsbv  the 
middle  ot  Wan  en  avenue." 

Ward  No.  15  Amend  by  Striking  out  the  words 
beginning  in  the  fifth  lit  e,  "Tremont  sttett, 
the'  ce  by  the  mice  Is  of  Trent  ,>ut  street  to  Da  rt- 
mourh  slreet;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Dartmouth 
street  to;"  also  by  striking  out  the  woids  begin- 
ning in  the  eighth  line,  "ColumDivs  avecue; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Columbus  avenu  ,"  and 
ins- 1  ting  in  jriace  thereof  the  word*:,  "the  junc- 
tion of  Columbus  avenue  and  West  Newton 
street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  West  Newton 
street  to  the  Boston  &  Brovidence  Railroad; 
tbence  by  the  line  of  the  southeasterly  side  of  the 
Boston  &  Brovidence  Railroad." 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14— The  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  in  relation  to 
Ward  18,  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  gentlemen 
living  in  that  territory. 

Ml  Clarke  of  Ward  15—1  wrsh  to  offer  an 
amendment  that  Brighton  be  set  off  as  a  separate 
Ward.  In  making  that  motion  I  desire  to  give 
my  reasoos,  and  I  will  do  it  now,  or  if  the  Council 
will  give  me  time  during  the  evemug  I  will  post- 
pone my  remarks  for  the  present. 

The  iV  sident— Tne  gentleman  must  use  his 
own  judgment  in  regard  to  postponing  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Clarke— Iu  legard  to  the  redivision  of  Ward 
15  by  setting  off  a  portion  of  this  ward  to  Brigh- 
ton, I  desne  to  call  the  attention  of  this  Council 
to  the  reading  of  the  act  of  th*  Legislature  at  its 
last  session — chapter  243,  section  1.    It  says — 

"Section  1.  It  shall  be  the  duy  of  the  City 
Council  of  the  ciiy  of  Boston,  and  it  is  hereby  em- 
powered during  the  year  1875,  and  each  tentti  year 
thereafter  in  wnich  a  census  shall  be  taken  by  au- 
tiority  of  the  Common wealtn,  to  cause  a  new  di- 
vision of  the  city  to  be  made  into  twenty-four 
wards,   in   such    manner   as   to  include  an  equal 


number  of  voters  in  each  ward,  as  near'y  as  con- 
venient may  be,  consistently  with  '.veil  lefined 
limits  to  each  ward,  and  until  sucb  div'Siiu  is 
mad.,  the  boundary  hues  of  the  wards  shall  re- 
main as  established.  The  City  Coaucil  m-.iv  also, 
from  time  to  time,  prescribe  a  place  in  t.-.ch  ward 
at  which  electioos  shall  be  tield." 

This  section  cleat ly  me.rm  that  you  are  not  to 
act  inconsistently ;  that  in  cas^  you  have  a  sec- 
tion of  the  city  wheie  it  is  not  convenient,  as  in 
tbe  case  oftbe  Brighton  waj-d,  to  include  an  equal 
number  of  voteis  with  the  other  wards,  by  taking 
those  from  another  ward  separated  from  uer  by  a 
township,  and  without  any  municipal  control  over 
the  streets  leading  across  this  territory,  and  with 
no  connection  whatever  excepting  a  siugle  avenue 
ou  ths  northerly  side,  you  .ire  not  to  make  sucu  a 
ilivi:  ion,  but  to  leave  Guch  warns  that  are  not  con- 
venient to.divide  as  toey  now  are. 

1  claim]  sir,  that  this  actof  the  Legislature  gives 
this  Council  no  pow  r  or  authority  I o  make  such 
an  inconvenunt  division  of  that  part  of  Ward  US 
and  set  it  over  to  the  Brighton  Ward,  as  that 
now  proposed  by  thp  Joint  S;ecial  Committee 
on  th?  Cen sus  and  Division  of  Wards.  You  will 
perceive  by  this  map  of  ttje  citv  I  have  marked  the 
proposed  Ward  19  in  black,  that  the  whole  thing 
is  a  monstrositv.  It  would  be  more  consisteat 
and  cooveni-  nt  to  set  off  a  portion  ot  South  Bos- 
ton to  one  of  the  Fast  Boston  wards, 
to  make  an  equal  number  or'  voters  in 
ihe  East  Boston  wares,  as  she  falls  short 
370  voters  of  tbe  required  nuiber.  The 
chairman  of  tbe  committee,  in  giving  his  reasons 
why  rhs  three  wards  io  Cbarlestown  fall  short  of 
the  average  of  2867  voters  to  a  ward,  by  677  voters, 
if  I  understood  bun  cortectly,  that  tne  committee 
considered  it  would  be  inconvenient  t>  the  voters 
at  the  Noith  End  to  add  a  portion  of  one  of  tbe 
North  End  wards  to  a  ward  in  Cnarlestown,  and 
to  use  his  own  wonts  10  behalf  of  the  committee, 
he  soys,  that  "tbe  people  ot  Charl  stown  had  been 
accustomed  to  the  ward  boundaries,  a  id  that  it 
would  be  grossly  unfair  to  mate  a  large  number 
Cross  the  bridge  to  vote  in  order  to  secure  absolute 
equality."  Well,  s:r,  if  it  would  be  grossly  unfair 
to  make  the  large  Duicber  of  677  voters  cross  the 
bridge,  a  five  minute;;'  walk  to  Chailestown, 
how  much  more  grossly  unfair  it  is 
to  send  1544  voters  from  Ward  15  and 
Ward  17  several  otiles  to  Brighton  to  vote. 
I  presume  they  commenced  their  work  at  Chailes- 
town  with  ths  law  fresh  u,ion  their  memory,  and 
were  satisfied  ot  the  injustice  and  wrong  it  would 
be  to  make  an  inconvenient  division  by  adding  to 
her  a  portion  of  a  North  End  ward,  and  I  agree 
with  them  perfectly;  then,  after  working  out  the 
problem  of  uividing  up  the  other  wards,  and  hold- 
ing many  long  se  sious  during  the  warm  weather, 
they  c  me  to  the  western  portion  of  Ward  15,  and 
looking  in  the  distance  over  the  town  of  Brookline 
to  the  Brighton  »ard,  they  found  to  their  surprise 
that  Brighton  only  had  1415  legal  voters,  and  what 
to  do  with  her  tbey  did  cot  know;  and  so  they 
have  submitted  it  10  your  wise  judgment  to  say 
whether  you  shall  set  off  1507  votet  s  from  Ward  15 
and  37  voters  from  Ward  17  to  add  to  Bughton's 
1415  voters.  I  think,  sir,  the  committee  have  act- 
ed honestly  and  with  the  best  intentions,  smd  I 
regret  that  I  cannot  agree  with  them.  The. 
ward  as  proposed  will  be  divided  by  a  whole 
township  over  which  we  have  no  control 
whatever",  the  only  connection  being  the 
Brighton  avenue  on  Charles  River.  This  is 
an  absurdity;  tbe  ward  thus  divided  will  be  enti- 
tled to  three  Councilmeo,  ana  rt  will  be  a  bone  of 
contention  between  the  two  wings  which  ooe  is  to 
choose  two  members  to  the  Council.  Our  local  in- 
terests are  entirely  separate,  we  cannot  properly 
represent  her  interests  or  she  ours,  and  it  will 
place  us  in  that  position  that  our  elections  will 
necessarily  be  managed  by  committees,  aud  liable 
to  be  mo  by  rings  who  may  control  the  ward  for 
theii  own  benefit,  and  the  voters  in  either  wing 
will  be  powerless  to  prevent  it.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  a  member  here  from  anj  other  ward  that 
would  not  vote  against  dividing  up  his  ward  in 
tbis  m  nner,  and  I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  to  be  fair 
with  us  and  vote  against  this  division  of  Ward  15. 
Ti-is  act  of  the  Legi  lature  clearly  allows  us  to  let 
Brighton  remain  a  ward  a.'  she  now  is.  Let  her 
Dave  three  Councilraen ;  she  bai  a  large  territory 
aod  is  increasing  in  population,  and  will«oon  I  ave 
her  requisite  number  of  voteis.  Then  again 
Brookline  must  be  soon  annexed  to  this  city, every 
one  concedes  that,  eveu  the  opponents  or  annex- 
ation in  taat  towo,  smd  it  may  take 
place    the   coming    year.       It    has    bees     only 
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by  the  lavish  expenditure  of  money  for 
water  worts  for  the  town,  and  which  are 
not  now  satisfactory,  and  on  streets  and  side- 
walks, and  by  well-paid  attorneys,  that  the  opno- 
nents  of  annexation  m  the  town  have  been  able  to 
stave  it  off  thus  far.  She  would  add  to  Brighton's 
quota  1242  voters,  which  will  make  a  ward  of  2657 
voters.  Io  allowing  Brighton  three  Counclmen 
at  the  next  election,  if  the  City  Council  desire., 
they  can  ask  authority  of  the  next  Legislature  to 
reduce  the  number  to  t*o  members  until  such 
times  as  fhe  increases  her  legal  voteis  to  the  aver- 
age number.  If  we  permic  Biighton  to  remain  a 
ward  as  she  is,  then  the  question  comes  bac It, 
How  shall  the  fifteen  jvaios  be  divided,  leaving 
Charlescown,  East  Boston  and  South  Boston,  as 
the  committee  have  proposed?  I  think  the  com- 
mittee, with  the  knowledge  they  now  h?,ve,  can 
easily  divide  the  remaining  wards  more  satis- 
factorily to  tbe  citizens  than  they  now  piopose; 
we  sha1!  have  ia  the remainir  g  fif teen  wards  45,601 
Jegal  vocers,  which  will  give  us  3040  voters  to  each 
ward,  and  in  tbe  committee's  report  they  have 
allowed  two  wards— 14  and  16— over  3000  voters, 
while  for  ihe  equal  average  of  2867  voters  to  a 
ward  only  six  of  the  wards  out  of  the  twenty -four 
come  within  the  2800  and  2900  average. 

If  you  allow  Ward  15  to  be  divided  as  proposed, 
at  the  Eexl  election  tbe  voters  will  be  necessitated 
to  come  in  to  the  city  proper  and  go  out  to 
Brighton  in  the  cars,  to  vote,  tbere  behig  no  direct 
public  conveyance,  and  the  lesult  will  be  that  out 
of  th- 1544  legal  voters  it  is  verv  doubtful  if  from 
over  200  to  300  voters  will  go  to  vote,  so  that  either 
«i'g,  if  theyweieso  determined,  could  elect  all 
three  of  tbe  Councilmen  from  her  side.  And  it 
does  not  follow  if  we  adopt  the  order  reportsd  by 
the  committee,  tor  authority  to  establish  a  second 
polling  t>l?ce  in  the  Nineteenth  Ward,  that  the 
Legislature  will  grant  it,  such  a  division  being 
contrary  tc  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  act  of 
cbaptei  243;  the  division  not  being  "as  convenient- 
ly may  be."  I  trust  you  will  reject  the  passage  of 
Ward  19  as  proposed,  and  recommit  it  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12 — In  order  that  we  may 
tie  this  matter  up  in  some  way,  I  move  that  no 
further  amendments  be  entertained  by  tbe  Coun- 
cil. That  will  put  it  out  of  tbe  bands  of  anybody 
to  make  factious  opposition  if  things  go  ad- 
versely. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Waid  6—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  pass,  for  there  may  be  several  gentlemen  that 
would  like  to  suggest  alterations,  and  «ucb  a  mo- 
tion, if  carried,  would  cut  them  off  entirely.  It 
would  be  a  great  injustice,  and  I  hope  the  Council 
will  not  pass  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  would  ask  how  the 
Council  can  pass  any  such  order  as  that.  When  a 
section  is  under  consideration,  how  can  we  pass  a 
motion  that  nobody  shall  offer  an  amendmeut  to 
it?  It  is  an  unheard-of  kind  of  motion.  It  seems 
to  me  that  unless  you  order  the  previous  question 
it  is  out  of  the  question  to  pass  a  motion  that  no 
other  amendments  can  be  offered  except  those 
now  in.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  monsttosity 
in  parliamentary  law. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  think  that  is  the  most 
astonishing  motion  I  ever  heard  of .  Why,  sup- 
pose it  were  cairied,  sir,  would  that  prevent  me 
or  anybody  else  from  getting  up  aid  offeiiog  an 
amendment?  It  is  a  most  astonishing  proposi- 
tion. I  am  peifectly  content  to  have  the  motion 
pass  as  it  is,  and  vote  for  it,  but  to  put  such  a 
proposition  as  that  before  a  parliamentary  body  is 
a  most  unprecedented  motion. 

Mr.  Wilson — I  presume  that  it  is  in  tbe  province 
of  this  body  to  vote  to  limit  any  of  its  proceed- 
ings. I  hold  that  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  us 
to  put  a  limit  to  amendments  or  to  any  other  pro- 
ceeding by  a  vote,  if  we  see  fit  to  do  it.  If  the 
membeis  of  the  Council  do  notdesiie  to  pursue 
that  course,  I  don't  desire  to  press  the  motion, 
and  will  withdraw  it  if  I  am  permitted  to  do  so.  I 
only  desire  to  simplify  matters. 

The  Preudeut— The'Chair  will  take  the  sense  of 
the  Council  first  upon  the  various  amendments 
offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Waid  4,  iuasmucb  as 
they  seem  to  be  general  m  their  character  and 
primary  in  sevetal  instances. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— Do  I  understand  that 
the  amendment  of  the  gentlemau  from  Ward  4  Is 
offered  as  a  substitute  for  my  anieuda?ent? 

Tbe  Pi  esident— No  sir.  In  offering  the  amend- 
ment he  claimed  that  some  portion  of  it  was  a 
substitute  for  the  amendment  for  Ward  8. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that 
this  would  lead  to  confusion,  and  that  it  would  be 


better  to  act  upon  them  separately.  These 
three  amendments  affect  no  part  of  the  cit? 
but  these  three  wards.  They  can .  be  con- 
sidered by  themselves.  I  co  not  understand 
that  any  argument  has  been  advanced  against 
the  propositioa  «hicb  I  have  submitter!  in 
these  three  amendments.  It  simply  restores 
the  old  boundary  line  between  Wards  9  and  11  and 
between  10  aod  11,  and  maises  a  straight  boundary 
line  between  Wards  14  and  15.  It  makes  a  cnange 
of  only  sixty-two,  seventeen  and  forty-five  voters 
m  the  respective  wards.  It  will  satisfy  the  peo- 
ple of  this  seciion,  and  I  see  no  objection  to  mak- 
ing the  change, inasmuch  as  it,  does  not  affect  the 
geoeral  plan  of  fb-  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  shall  be  obliged  to 
ask  if  the  Chair  will  state  whether  he  proposes  to 
first  lake  th  -*  question  on  tl  e  amendment  which  I 
propose  or  upon  tne  three  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman fro n  Ward  10,  which  aie  all  closely  con- 
nected with  the  scheme  which  I  offe*.  t  oiffer  of 
coursef  rom  the  gentleman  in  regard  to  tbe  effect 
of  the  alterations  which  he  proposes.  I  think  rhey 
are  much  more  sweeping.  But  a*  all  events  thej 
are  confined  to  three  wards.  If  he  is  willing  to 
accept  the  suggestion, I  wilipropose  that  he  allow 
my  ainendmenttobepuf  first  aodhe  canthenmove 
his  as  an  alteration  thereto  and  tbac  will  arrive 
at  tbe  end  proposes.  I  do  not  offer  rhern  as  a  sub- 
stitute, but  they  cover  a  great,  deal  more  groucd, 
and  if  be  desires  to  learn  the  opinion  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  regard  to  the  two  schemes  which  he  presents, 
if  he  will  allow  my  amendment  to  come  first  and 
move  his  as  a  substitute  he  will  get  his  vote  fiist. 

Mr.  'Jrocker  of  Ward  6 — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Council  is  hardly  leady  to  act  upon  this  matter 
tonight,  and  determine  this  question  of  changes 
in  the  boundary  lines  of  wards.  I<  the  first  ulace 
I  don't  understand — and  I  dor't  think  anybody 
else,  except  the  gentleman  who  makes  the  mo. 
tion,  understands—  verv  much  about  these  pro- 
posed alteratious.  In  the  second  place,  it  might 
be  well  to  know  what  tbe  committee  as  a  commit- 
tee think  of  them.  They  have  studied  the  whole 
subject,  and  I,  for  one,  should  like  their  opinion 
upon  it.  They  no  doubt  have  heard  a  great 
deal,  and  have  bad  great  reason  to  "look 
over  the  ground  for  tbe  conclusion  that  they 
have  reached,  in  the  first  place  by  tbe  conversa- 
tion ibey  have  had  and  then  by  tbe"  further  study 
they  mu=r  have  given  the  subject.  It  Srerss  to  me 
that  it  would  be  emiuenily  proper  that  we  should 
hear  what  the  committee  think  of  this  matter 
aod  whether  they  are  prepared  to  recommend  any 
or  all  of  the  alterations  proposed.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  see  if  I  could  make  the  amendments 
plain.  As  I  have  said  before,  the  lines  of 
the  wards  in  the  city  proper  appear  to 
me  to  *e  very  irregular,  and  I  am  un- 
able io  account"  for  their  irregularity.  I  do 
not  understand  why  the  wards  should"  be  cut 
up  as  they  have  tee'u.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  see 
the  plan  which  the  committee  have  been  studying 
and  which  has  the  number  of  voters  in  each  block 
put  upou  it.  I  have  inquiied  for  it  at  City  Hall 
and  I  uodei stand  that  other  geutlem  en  have  in- 
quired for  it.  It  has  been  in  bands  out  of  City 
Hall  ano  in  the  bauds  of  one  member  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  I  have  been  informed  that  I  could  not 
see  it  until  tonight  at  the  Council.  I  have  caugbt 
aglimoseof  it  since  I  have  been  here  and  it 
StaudE  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  Oesk,  behind  tbe 
Clerk,  at  the  present  time.  Now  it  is  per- 
fectly futile  for  anybody  to  attempt  to  make  any 
intelligent  suggestions  for  the  chauge  of  w*rd  lines 
without  that  plan  before  him.  He  cannot  tell 
how  many  voters  he  is  taking  fiotn  one  ward  and 
putting  into  another.  He  is  entirely  in  the  daik. 
That  map,  or  copies  of  it,  I  believe  might  have 
been  distributed  i  o  all  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil before  this  time,  if  tlie  committee  bac1  been 
willing  to  favor  us  with  the  iuformation  which 
it  affords ;  but  tbey  wanted  to  keep  the  intot  mation 
all  to  themselves;  thev  did  not  want  anybody  out- 
side of  their  own  number  to  know  anything  "about 
it.  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  tr>  vote  for  this  thing 
without  knowing  more  about  it.  and  I  should  hope 
that  either  this  matter  would  be  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble or  postponed  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Counril,  with  the  understanding  that  the  plan 
should  be  in  City  Hall,  wheie  it  should  be  accessi- 
ble to  any  member  of  the  City  Government  when 
not  in  use  by  the  committee",  or  that  the  whole 
subject  should  be  lecommitted  to  the  committee, 
with  instructions  to  consider  the  amendments 
offered  and  also  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  prac- 
ticable togivemore  regular  lines  to  tbe  wards  of 
the     city.     My     belief    is     that    it    is.    Inn      I 
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cannot  speak  without  the  plan,  and  the 
plan  has  been  kept  from  me.  I  suppose  I 
could  get  one  like  it  at  large  expense  Iroiu  the 
proptleto  s  of  the  diiectory,  but  it  is  of  couise 
practically  impossible  to  get  any  infoimatiou  on 
the  subject,  aod  without  it  nobody  can  make  any 
suggestions  as  to  how  the  li  <>es  of  the  wards  of  the 
city  proper  should  be  altered.  My  belief  is  that 
quite  a  difference  could  be  made,  whi  h  would 
give  to  some  wards  mote  simole  shape,  make  them 
conform  more  nearly  to  the  lines  of  the  present 
waids,  and  would  be  more  ratisfactoiy  and  better 
iu  ev°iy  way.  Until  I  can  have  some  facts  before 
me  on  wh'bh  I  can  judge  whether  fiat  can  be 
done  or  not,  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to  vote  to 
accept  this  ordinance.  I  am  willing  that  ibis 
should  take  any  other  form.  What  I  want  is 
delay,  that  we  may  inform  ourselves  about 
the^e  amendments  tnat  have  been  offered  and 
as  to  tbe  pos  ibiliivof  the  changes  proposed. 
What  I  would  suggest,  therefore,  would  be  tint 
tbe  ordinance  reported  by  th»  committee  and  tbe 
amendments  that  have  been  offered  be  lecommit- 
tec  to  the  committee  with  instructions  to  consider 
tbe  an.endments  that  have  been  made,  and  also 
whether  it  It  practicable  to  give  more  regular 
boundaiies  to  the  wards  of  the  city  proper. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  dPsire  to  say  with  regard  to 
this  motion  that  it  is  simply  one  for  delay.  There 
is  no  necessity  nor  desirability  in  refeiring  the 
trifling  changes  which  have  been  proposed  bv 
mvself,  nor  even  th->  more  serious  one  proposed 
bv  the  ger.tleman  from  Waul  10,  to  tue  coin- 
rn-itte.  If  tbe  boundaries  are  not  regular  it  is 
not  possible  to  make  them  so.  1  also  desire  the 
Cojncl  to  remember  that  the  space  of  time  be- 
tween now  and  tbe  next  election  is  very  short. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  have  listened  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  with  a 
great  deal  of  interest,  audi  cannot  see  but  that 
tbe  committee  bav<  do Be  tbeir  duty  faithfully  in 
this  matter.  I  canrot  see  that  the  CoutjciI  are  not 
aliDOjt  unanimous  upon  almost  all  the  boundaries 
proposed.  The  opinion  that  these  amendments 
which  have  been  made,  Applying  to  three  or'four 
wards,  should  be  reeommitied,  or  some  attention 
paid  to  them,  I  m  >st  heartily  indorse,  but  I  do 
not  see  why  we  should  not  go  on  and  settle  the 
boundaries  of  the  remaining  -??ards.  Ws  have 
had  the  map  before  us  an  1  it  has  been  thoroughly 
explained.  I  hope  the  matter  will  not  ba  post- 
poned, but  chat  we  may  go  through  with  the 
boundaries  of  wards  which  it  is  not  proposed  to 
amend,  and  adopt  them  tonight. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— When  I  came  into 
the  Council  this  evening  I  had  a  pretty  definite 
idea  of  the  boundaries  of  the  wards;  but  I  must 
confess  that  at  this  hoar,  after  all  thelaimndmeots 
and  the  speeches  that  have  been  made  upon  them, 
I  am  completely  at  sea.  It  is  one  of  tnose  casts 
where,  after  a  map  is  laid  out  before  us,  the  more 
amendments  and  explanations  we  get  the  more 
mystified  we  become,  and  I  will  venture  to  say 
that,  outside  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  and 
the  other  gentle  -ien  who  have  made  th°  amend- 
ments, there  are  not  five  persons  in  this  Council 
who  understand  what  the  geographical  limits  of 
the  waros  will  be  if  they  swallow  them  tonight;  and 
if  we  refer  them  back  to  this  committee  lam 
much  afraid  we  will  be  in  the  same  position  a 
wek  from  this  evenine  or  two  weeks  from  n  jw 
that  we  are  10  tonight  or  were  in  a  week  ago.  A 
coin  mil  tee  makes  a  report  here  af  ter  due  delibera- 
tion and  after  bestowing  a  great  deal  of  care  aod 
time  upon  it;  and  tbe  chairmui  of  that  commit- 
tee, aftei  thinkiog  the  matrer  over,  and  thmkiug 
it  so  good  that  a  map  was  printed  aod  given  to 
members  of  the  Council  to  show  thebounoary  lines 
of  the  diffe  ent  wards,  comes  in  here  tonight  and 
offers  amendments  to  bis  own  report.  I  am  much 
afraid,  if  that  matter  is  recommitted  and  in  one  or 
two  weeks  from  now  we  have  another  report  and 
another  map,  we  will  have  another  amendment, 
and  we  will  be  sittir-g  up  here  another  three  weeks 
over  this  matter.  I  respect  tbe  feeling  of  the 
members  of  the  Council  who  want  to  go  with  tbeir 
political  associates  who  have  fought,  bled,  and  in 
some  instances  died  with  them  I  iespect  that 
feeliDg,  and  wish  they  could  all  be  together.  I 
wish  the  change  in  the  boundary  lines  would  not 
disturb  them.  I  wish  they  could  go  into  office 
from  the  same  wards  together,  it  would  be  »o 
very  pleasant;  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  means  by 
which  we  can  do  it.  The  only  thing  th^y  could  co 
is  to  find  new  loves  in  the  new  wards,  and  in 
a  year  from  now  they  will  be  as  well  satisfied  as 
with  theii  old  political  f  rieDds.  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will   not  seek   to  gratify  the  individuals  who 


want  fo  be  in  the  wards  where  they  were  and 
with  friends  »ith  whom  they  have  fouq-ht.  It  is  a 
beautiful  feeling;  I  respect  it,  I  admire  it.  It  is  a 
rare  thing  In  the.3e  days  of  political  trickery  to 
find  friends  so  true  to  each  other  tb it  they  want 
to  be  iu  watda  and  work  with  eaco  other,  but  I 
think  the  division  of  wards  sh  uld  be  for 
the  convenience  of  all  the  people  more 
than  foi  the  political  coovenieoce  of  a  little 
coterie.  I  have  no  objection  particularly  to  the 
amendment,  of  the  gentlemen  fiotn  Ward  4, 
though  perhaps  individuals  on  Chandler  stieet 
might  protest.  I  think  we  should  give  them  a 
chatice.  Theie  mav  be  two  ot  three  who  will  =ay 
they  do  not  «vant  to  go  over  into  the  othei  ward, 
and  thev  will  wake  up  in  the  morning  and  read 
the  newspapers  and  find  that  instead  of  being  in 
tbe  waids  as  down  on  the  map  they  are  in  an- 
other waul;  and  we  may  have  another  pi tition 
from  John  Smith  oo  Chand'er  street,  who  has 
been  working  with  his  friends  elsewhere,  to  put 
him  back  again.  No*  1  have  no  objection  at 
all  to  tho  amendment,  but  if  we  go  on  in 
this  way  time  is  to  snowing  where  we  are  going 
to  stop.  I  coincide  in  the  argument  of  the  ore-'  tie- 
man  from  Ware  i,  when  he  savs  the  feeling  which 
exists  between  political  friends  who  have  worked 
with  eich  othei  is  one  which  we  shoula  respect; 
bui  in  dividing  etie  wards  of  the  city  I  think  we 
should  not  try  to  suit  the  feeling  of  .tbe  people 
solely  because  they  want  to  be  <n  wards  where  their 
old  friends  h  ive  been.  As  for  the  amendments  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4, 1  do  not  under  stand 
them;  I  do  not  know  whs/em  they  differ  from  the 
amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  I 
understand  thelatter's  amendment  veiy  well,  and  I 
shall  go  for  it.  But  if  we  eoon  continuously  making 
amendments,  and  especially  for  a  gentleman  who 
has  devoted  so  much  time  to  it  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  ha-.,  there  is  no  knowing  where  we 
are  goinir  to  stop.  I  hope  this  will  not  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Mi.  Bra:kett— In  regard  to  one  allusion 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  just  made, 
that  perhaps  people  on  Chandler  stieet  would 
not  like  the  change,  I  would  say  that  mv 
amendment  effects  ju?t  that  object.  By  the 
new  division  thes9  psopl->  have  been"  put 
from  cue  wa^d  into  another.  My  motion  is  to 
put  them  bach  by  establishing  the  old  line 
I  do  not  desire  to  convey  the  impression  that  I  in- 
troduced this  amendment  to  the  Council  for  aoy 
political  ring  oi  cote  ie.  I  have  no  personal  in- 
terest in  it  myself  at  all.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  ward  I  am  in.  But  the  gentlemen  living 
iu  this  sectio  a  which  has  been  added  to  Ward  15 
desne  to  remai ■>  in  what  is  substantially  their  old 
ward.  I  ssy  it  is  a  feeling  to  be  iespected.  1  say 
it  is  always  objectionable  to  cut  up  a  town,  be- 
cause people  who  have  been  accustomed  to  be 
citizens  In  it  like  to  remain  so.  Soin  watds,itis 
nsrural  for  the  people  to  desire  to  remain  in  their 
old  wards,  and  I  do  not  believe  in  cutting  them 
off  unless  here  is  some  strong  reason  foi  it 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — I  forgot  another  point  which  I 
intended  to  mention;  that  was  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14.  I  think  that  amend- 
ment ought  t ■»  pass.  Itwill  do  no  particular  haim 
to  th<?  ward  from  which  that  portion  of  the  terri  • 
tory  is  to  t>3  take  i  —West  Roxbury.  There  will  be 
about  250  voters  taken  away  and  added  to  Ward 
18.  In  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  that  large 
territory  covered  by  West  Roxbury,  and  that  por- 
tion of  Roxbuiy  which  is  to  be  added  to  it,  will 
contain  a  great  many  more  voters  than  the  present 
apportionment.  It  can  be  no  particular  barm,while 
it  woila  be  a  great  convenience  to  those  voters 
whd  are  in  the  territory.  Tie  horse  cars  from 
Warren  street  and  Shawmut  avenue  all  come  in 
the  direction  of  Ward  14  or  18  that  is  to  be,  aod  it 
will  be  a  great  convenience  to  them,  while  if  they 
are  to  vote  iu  West  Roxbury  they  will  have  to 
travel  three  or  four  miles,  and  the  consequence 
will  be  that  some  of  them  will  not  go  to  the  palls 
at  ail.  I  hope  the  amendmtnt  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  will  pass,  or  that  it  will  be  incoipo- 
ratedio  the  amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
W«rd  4. 

Mr.  Harmon  ot  Ward  6—1  agree  with  my  col- 
league in  regard  to  postponement.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  commit'ee  haj  had  all  the  informa- 
tion tbey  need  upon  this  subject;  and  in  regard 
to  the  Council,  it  ougtt  to  have  some  knowledge 
of  the  information  which  has  been  secured.  If 
a  committee  of  this  body  is  going  to  report 
boundaries  of  the  wards  of  tbe  city  and 
then  give  the  members  of  the  Council 
no   knowledge    of    tbe    subject,  how  aie    tbey 
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going  to  divide  it?  If  oae  gentleman  makes  a 
proposition  that  he  would  like  to  alter  the  bounda- 
ries ot  his  ward,  he  does  Dot  kDOw  how  he  is  going 
to  affect  che  boundaries  of  another  ward.  I  migot 
make  a  proposal  ion  to  take  off  a  portiou  of  Ward 
3  that  they  have  a..r.  ex-  d  to  Waro  6,  out  I  am  not 
able  to  tell  whar  the  effect  would  be  to  Ward  3. 
What  we  want  is  information  and  what  I  wantis 
to  postpone  the  subj-cr. 

Mi .  Hamgan  of  Ward  1 — I  don't  know  but  I 
should  be  tempted 'o  offer  an  amendment  if  the 
bouodaties  ot  my  ward  had  r  ot  been  settled  ;  and 
I  should  move,  if  in  order,  that  my  house  be 
moved  fiomWard  lie  to  Ward  2,  for  the  reason 
that  I  wai  in  the  minority  for  twe'vo  years  until 
two  years  ago,  when  I  became  oce  of  the  niajo.ity, 
but  now  1  have  got  to  go  back,  into  the  minority. 
On  that  account — but  of  course  it  is  not  in 
order--I  would  like  to  move  that  my  house  be 
removed  from  Saratoga  street;  tu  somewhere  on 
the  lice  of  Porter  street,  so  that  I  would  be  back 
witn  the  majoiity  again.  But  I  cannot  do  that 
and  I  must  t-ai?e  the  thing  t.s  it  is.  I  tninktbatis 
about  as  sensible  as  some  of  the  arguments  used 
here  this  evening.  I  am  satisfied  that  nothing 
tangible  is  to  be  gained  by  rbe  arc entlm  nts.  It 
is  Hke  satisfying  a  few  oy  putting  them  with  their 
friends,  and  notoitg  more.  I  hops  the  report 
will  be  accepted  as  it  came  from  the  committie 
and  without  any  amendments. 

Mr.  Crocke  — Toe  gentleman's  argume.it  seems 
to  be  that  l  oboov,in  the  Council  knows  anyto.ug 
about  this  matter,  except  the  committee,  ami  that 
we  must  n't  recommit  it  to  them,  but  take  it  as 
it  stands,  aud  swallow  it  as  we  would  an  unpleas- 
autpill.  I  aou't  agree  with  him.  It  is  an  import- 
ant matter.  It  is  to  stand  for  ten  vears;  it  af- 
fects every  citizen  and  the  government  of 
the  city  for  tea  years.  I  don't  oeiieve  in 
shutting  our  eves  and  saying  we  doo't.  know  any- 
thing about  it,  ana  we  wont  let  the  committee 
consider  it  again  because  it  might  get  mixed 
up  and  then  tbere  would  be  trouble.  But  we 
had  better  have  the  trouble  now  than  during  all 
the  next  ten  year-'.  I  hope  the  Council  wi'l  aot 
act  upon  it  in  a  hurry,  but  will  give  gentlemen 
who  wish  to  kr.ow  something  about  it— and  who 
claiai  that  they  don't  Unow  a«  ouitch  as  thtj  waot 
to  know,  and  wish  to  look  iiito  it  moie— an  nppor- 
tunitj  and  time  to  study  it;  snd  I  hope  we  shall 
give  the  committed  an  opportunity  'o  look  the 
whole  matter  over  again  and  see  if  they 
have  d.  ne  lighr,  with  the  light  of  the 
public  discussion  and  private  talk  inside  and 
out  ide  of  City  Hall,  ord  whether  it  ought  to  be 
changed.  We  not  onlv  don't  know  anything  at 
thiti  time,  but  it  would  se^m  that  special  pains 
have  been  taken  to  prevent  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil from  knowing  anything.  The  comtniitee  have 
sat  m  secret;  they  have  been  so  specially  careful 
lest  auythmg  should  leak  out  that  they  haven't 
employed  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  aod  have  eui- 
ployeo  nobody  to  act  as  clerk  for  them.  It 
has  all  been  kept  within  their  own  circle. 
Their  plans  Have  never  been  steu  till  tonigbr, 
and  then  otly  by  one  or  two  gentlemen  for  a 
few  minutes.  Is  this  the  way  for  gentlemen 
to  determine  s  thiog  ttat  is  to  affect  the  welfare 
of  the  city  for  the  text  teu  j ears?  It.  seems  to 
me  rot.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  thing  to  be 
careful  and  delibei ate  about;  that  we  should  en- 
deavor to  get  our  eyes  open  to  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  that  we  may  act  reasonably  and  prop- 
erly. It  is  said  that  this  motion  is  simply  for  de- 
lay. Well,  iu  one  sense  it  is.  I  ask  delay  that  I 
may  obtain  more  information.  Nothing  is  to  be 
gained  by  me  or  any  one  else  simply  by  delay.  I 
tell  the  Council  that  the  reason  I  ask  for  delay  is 
that  we  may  get  more  infbimation;  that  the 
committee  may  look  the  matter  over  again  in  the 
light  of  what  has  occurred  aod  see  whether  they 
know  more  than  t1  ey  oid  before,  and  give  us  the 
beuetit  of  their  latest  opinious  oi  the  subject. 
There  is  another  matter  that  I  have  often  heard 
objected  to ;  that  is  the  Charlestown  wat  ds  should 
nave  hid  some  of  the  smaller  numbers,  instead  of 
the  numbers  i tinning  up  to  the  west  part  of  tne 
city  and  then  coming  back  to  Charlestown.  That 
is  a  matter  of  minor  importance,  but  still  it  is 
one  that  among  others  the  committee  tni^ht  con- 
sider; though,  of  course,  it  is  of  small  importance 
comparer]  with  the  question  of  how  the  lines 
should  be  drawn.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  a  mat- 
rer  of  seiious  importance,  and  for  one  I  must  pro- 
test against  its  being  pushed  through  beie  to- 
night. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Crocker  was  lost,  a  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Crocker  being  lo^t. 


Mr.  Sweetser — I  move  th<tt  tne  amendments  of- 
fered by  my  Colleague  froa-.  Ward  10  be  adopted 
as  substitutes  for  so  much  of  the  amendments  of- 
fered by  the  geotlsman  from  Waid  4  as  lelats  to 
Wards  14  and  15. 

Mr.  Brackett— And  Ward  8, 

Mr.  Sweet-er— My  motion  was  ia  relation  to 
Wards  14  ar;0  15  only. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Wa>d  12— My  only  object  is  to  fa- 
cilitate the  settleineat  of  this  question  and  bing 
order  out  of  <  ontusirn.  I  would  like  to  inquire  if, 
after  the  amendments  have  all  been  offered,  it  is 
not  in  order  to  projeed  according  to  thsoiigioal 
vote  ard  eonsidei  each  ward  by  itself,  caking  up 
the  business  where  it  was  left  off,  and  then  con- 
sidt  ring  the  amencimeots  seriatim. 

Mr.  Wlntmore — I  desire  to  save  time  wherever 
it  is  possible,  and  will  accept  the  suggestion  of 
the  ge-tlemaa  from  Waid  10  [Mr.  SweetScr],  and 
trustit  will  be  cariied.  I  Uerefoie  withdraw  that 
portion  of  rny  amendment  referring  to  Wards  14 
and  15,  aud  accept  the  amendmeuts  of  the  gentle- 
man fiom  Ware.  10  as  a  part  of  my  original  amend- 
ment. In  that  case  tfeie  is  but  one  question  be- 
fore the  Council,  2nd  instead  of  its  being  neces- 
sary to  vote  upo.  each  separately,  we  cao  proceed 
at  once,  I  presume,  to  vote  whether  we  shall  pass 
the  general  amendment  or  not,  and  then  aecide 
wt ether  to  accept  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Waid  15  moved  that  the  proposed 
division  of  Wr  id  15  be  recommitted  fo  the  com- 
mittee with  instructions  to  >et  Brighton  off  as  a 
separate  ward. 

Lost. 

Mr.  Wlleuit  of  Ward  17— In  order  to  get  the 
temper  of  the  Cou.icil  in  this  matter,  a  id  see  how 
far  we  ate  dispo  ed  to  interfere  «n!i  the  original 
plan,  I  move  toat  tne  severel  aine.  dments  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  ,.   > 

Mr.  Pige  of  Ward  9— Will  not  that  table  the  en-     )( 
the  oic'ioai  ce?  \ 

The  President— It  will. 

Mr.  Samp  oo  >f  Ward  10— I  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  The  suggestions  of  my  colleague 
are  very  important;  cbey  straighten  the  lines  of 
three  w'ards,  ■-:  nd  their  adoption  will  be  a  great 
convenience  to  the  people  of  that  locality  and  of 
the  entire  city. 

Mr.  Flvoo  ot  Ward?— there  isn't  the  slightest 
doubt  but  that  auy  charge  made  iu  the  boundary 
lints  as  submitted  by  the  committee  will  necessi- 
tate a  redivisioo  of  the  whole  city.  If  you  change 
one  line  you  will  be  obliged  to  go  from  one  *ard  to 
another,  and  change  all  the  lines.  I  hope  no 
amendmeois  will  be  adopted  aud  that  the  repoit 
will  be  adopted  a5  a  whole,  and  if  in  order  I  would 
mot  e  as  a  substitute  that  the.  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  adopted. 

The  Presideui — The  question  is  first  upon  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  Flyun— Then  I  move  the  previous  que-tion. 

M. .  Brackett—  I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail) forit  will  cut  off  all  lurthei  amecdmenis.  In 
regard  ro  the  suggestion  of  the.  geotlsmau  from 
Ward  7,  thatif  y'oumak?  one  coaoee  it  willchauge 
the  liaes  in  the  whole  city,  I  tbiuk  it  h-:.s  been 
made  clear  that  tte  charges  proposed  by  me  will 
not  affect  any  other  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Willcutt — It  was  not  my  intention  to  dis- 
pose of  che  iwatter  in  the  way  that  has  been  sug- 
gested aud  I  therefore  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  ou  the  table.  My  object  was  to  have  these 
various  amendments  laid  upon  the  table  iu  order 
to  proceed  to  the  con>uleratien  of  the  subject  as 
originally  proposed  by  the  committee. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  the  amendmeut-  of  Mr.  Whirmore 
seriatim,  with  the  following  result: 

Ward  3 — Lost  by  a  rising  vote — 17  for.  34  against 
—Mr.  Whitmore  having  doubted  the  decision  of 
the  President  thf.t  it  was  lo>t. 

Ward  4— Withdrawn  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  tbe  last 
vote  having  reucieic.i  it  unnecessary, 

Waid  6—  Lost. 

Wa.-d  7— Lost. 

Word  S  (offered  by  Mr.  Brackett  aud  accepted 
by  Mr.  Whitmore)— Adopted  by  a  using  vote— 35 
for.  17  against. 

Ward  9 -Lost. 

Waid  14  (.offered  by  Brackett  and  accepted  by 
Mr.  Whi;  more)— Adopted. 

Wad  15  (offered  by  Bracked  and  accepted  by 
Mr.  Whituiorc-)— Adopted. 

Ward  IS— Adopted, 

Ward  19-  Adopted. 

Ward20— Declaied  adopted.  Mr.  Willcutt  doubt- 
e  i  the  vote,  and  it  was  verified  by  a  count— 32  for, 
18  against. 
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The  amendment  of  Mr.  Clarke  (that  Brighton  be 
set  off  as  a  separate  ward)  was  lost  bj  arising 
vote— 27  for,  28  against. 

Mr.  Morrrson  of  Ward  9—1  now  move  that  the 
ordinance  as  amended  be  adopted  as  a  whole. 

The  Pie9ident  read  the  ordinance  by  its  Title, 
and  t.:e  ordinance,  as  amended,  was  passed. 

The  question  then  recutred  on  the  massage  of 
the  order  authorizing  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  authority  to  establish  two  polling 
olaces  in  Ward  19. 
•  Mr.  Buiditt  of  Ward  16—1  move  to  amend  by 
adding  tbe  wor.is  "Twentieth  and  T  verty-fiist 
Ward,"  coy  object  being  ro  have  two  polling 
places  io  Dorchester  and  West  Roxbury. 

Mr.  Flyun— I  move  to  amend  by  ad  dine  "and 
such  oi her  places  t.a  in  the  oninion  of  the  City 
Council  maybe  desirable,"  so  that  they  may  be 
established  "in  other  wards  if  it  is  deemed  de- 
sirable. 

Mr.  Burditt  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Flynn 

Mr.  Shaw— It  seems  to  me  that  would  loofe  rath- 
er bungii'  g.  Why  not  have  it  that  the  Citv  Coun- 
cil SDall  bave  authority  to  establish  thein  in  such 
places  as  tbey  may  determine.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  better  than  to  designate  individual 
waids.  I,  tuerefore,  move  to  substitute  after  tbe 
«»ords  "ooiliog  plai  es,"  tb ft  words,  "in  such  wards 
as  the  City  Council  may  designate." 

Mr.  Flynn  accepted  the  amendment,  which  was 
adopttd,  ami  the  ordei  as  amended  was  passed. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Wilson  moved  a  su;pension 
of  tbe  rule,  that  he  might  dffei  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  adopting  tbe  ordinance. 

Mr.  Crocker— I  bope  it  will  be  carried  thiough, 
as  it  is  ot  a  piece  with  the  test  of  the  proieeuings 
in  this  mattei.  The  Council  has  been  kept  iu  the 
dark,  full  consideration  of  the  subject  has  been 
cut  off,  and  it  has  been  rushed  through. 

Mr,  Willcutt—  I  ti'iet  this  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail. I  have  no  question  but  it  is  i  surprise  to 
most  members  of  the  Codncil  that  so  many 
amendments  have  bpen  made.  For  one,  lam  en- 
tirely at  a  loss  to  know  what  [the  division  is.  It 
has  oeen  stated  that  there  is  a  hardship  in  taking 
off  200  or  300  voters  from  a  district  laid  out  by  the 
committee.  Various  iuterests  are  to  be  consid- 
ered, and  I  should  like  more  time.  The  ordinance 
has  been  materially  changed  tonight,  and  I  trust 
time  enough  will  bj;  taken  lor  further  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14— There  are  206  voters 
taken  from  Ward  20  and  77  added  to  Ward  19. 

Mr.  Wilson— My  object  was  to  facilitate  the  set- 
tlement ot  the  question  and  have  tbe  motion  for  a 
reconsideration  offered  at  tois  time,  rather  than 
have  it  disappear  in  the  dissolving  view  of  "mo- 
tions, ordeiu  and  resolutions."  Twu-thirds  of  the 
Council  are  satisfied  with  the  ordinance,  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  settled  tonight 
and  go  to  the  other  branch. 

the  rule  was  suspended.  Mr.  Wilson  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  and 
it  was  lost. 

Sent  up. 

Following  are  the  descriprioos  of  those  wards 
which  were,  amended,  with  the  words  stricken  out 
printed  in  parecthe>es  and  italics,  and  the  amend- 
ments adopted  in  quotations: 

Ward  No.  8.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  end 
of  Otter  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Otter 
street  to  Beacon  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Beacon  street  to  Arlington  street:  thence  by  tbe 
middle  of  Arlington  street  to  Boylston  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Boylston  street  to  Carver 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Carver  st'eec  to 
Eliot  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Eliot  street 
io  Warientou  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Warrenton  street  to  Tremont  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to  Chandler  street; 
theuce  by  the  middle  of  Chauolei  street  to  (the 
junction  of  Columbus  avenue  and)  "Berkeley 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Berkeley  street  to 
Lawrerce  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Law- 
rence street  to"  Dartmouth  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  ot  Dartmouth  street  to  Warren  avenue; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Warren  avenne  to  (Co- 
lumbus avenue;  thence  by  the  middle]of  Columbus 
avenue)"the  junction  of  Columbus  avenue  and 
West  Newton  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
West  Newton  street  to  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railioa't ;  thence  by  the  line  of  the  southeasterly 
side  of  the  Boston  &  Providence  Rai" road"  to 
West  Chester  park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West 
Chester  park  to  the  water ;  thence  by  the  water  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 


Ward  No.  14.  Beginning  at  tbe  water  at  anoint 
opposite  to  the  end  of  Bristol  street;  thence  on  a 
line  to  said  street,  and  by  the  middle  of  Bristol 
btreet  to  Harrison  avenue ;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Harrison  avenue  to  Ashland  place;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Ashland  place  to  Washington 
street ;  t  hence  across  Washington  street  to  Med- 
forct  court;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Medfor.l 
court  to  Bradford  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Bradford  street  to  So  aw  mut  avenue:  thence  acioss 
Sbawmut  avenue  to  VTilford  street;  thence  by  the 
mind'e  of  Milford  street  to  Tremont  street;  thence 
by  the  inula le  of  Tremont  street  to  Berkeley 
street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  Berkeley  street 
to  (Chandler  street ;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Chandler  street  to  the  junction  of 
Columbus  avenue  and)  "Lawrence  street; 
thence  by  tin  miodle  of  Lawrence  street 
to"  Dartmouth  Street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Dartmouth  stieet  (to  Tremont  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Tremont  street)  to  "Warren  avenue; 
theuce  by  the  middle  of  Wan  en  avenue"  to 
Brookline  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Brook- 
line  and  East  Brookline  streets  to  Albany  street; 
thence  across  Albany  stieet.  to  the  northeast  line 
of  the  citv  properly  commonly  called  the  Paviog 
Depot;  thence  by  said  liae  across  the  water  to  the 
westerly  line  of  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad;  thence  by  said  li  e  and  the  adjacent 
and  continuous  lines  of  Wards  10  and  13  to  the 
point  of  begi  ■  uing. 

Ward  No.  15.  '  B-  ginning  at  the  water  at  the 
northeast  line  of  the  before-named  Paving  D  pot 
belonging  to  tne  city;  thence  along  saio  line  to 
Albany  street;  thence  across  Aibanv  street  to 
East  Brooklie  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
East  Brookline  and  Brooklioe  streets  to  (Tremont 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to 
Dartmouth  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Dart- 
mouth street  to)  Warren  ? venue;  thpnee  by  the 
middle,  of  Wart-n  avenue  to  (Columbus  avenue; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Columbus  avenue  to  West 
Chester  park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Chester 
park  to  the  northwesterly  side  of  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad ;  thence  by  said  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad)  "the  junction  of  Colurnbu* 
avenue  ami  West  Newto  i  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  West  Newton  street  to  tbe  Boston 
&  Providence  Railroad  ;  thence  bv  the  line  of  tbe 
southeasterly  side  of  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad"  to  Cainaen  street;  tnence  by  the 
middle  of  Camden  street  to  Washington  street: 
thence  tr\  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to 
Lenox  street  extended  ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Lenox  street,  or  the  extension  thereof,  to  Fellows 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Fellows  stre°t  to 
Northampton  street;  thence  across  Northampton 
street  to  the  Roxbury  Canal ;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  the  Roxbury  Canal  to  the  line  acioss  South 
Bay,  forming  part  of  the  southwesterlv  boundary 
of  Waid  14;  thence  by  said  line  to  the  point  of 
beginnirg. 

Ward  No.  18.  Beginning  at  a  ooint  on  the 
northwest  side  ot  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad,  opposite  to  tbe  end  of  Cottage  place; 
thence  by  the  northwesterly  line  of  said  railroad 
to  the  crossing  with  Centre" street ;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Centre  street  to  HiehUnd  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Highland  street  to  Mar- 
cella  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Marcella 
street  to  Washington  street;  theoce  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Washington  ?treet  to  (Townsend)  "Seaver" 
etreet;  thei.ee  oy  the  middle  of  (Townsend  and 
Quincy)  "Seaver"  street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue; 
thence  by  the  middle  ot  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Win- 
throp  street;  ihenc?  by  the  middle  of  Witjtnrop 
street  to  G-renville  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Grenville  streetto  Dudley  street;  thence  by  the 
midole  of  Dudley  street  to  Warren  street;  tnence 
by  Ihe  middle  of  Warren  street  to  Washington 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  Washington  street 
to  Roxboiy  strest;  theoce  by  the  middle  ot  Rox- 
bury 3treet  to  Elmwood  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle ot  Elmwood  strett  to  day  street;  thence  by 
the  midd'e  of  Clay  street  to  Tremont  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to  Cottage 
place ;  thence  by  tbe  middle  of  Cottage  place  and 
the  line  thereof  across  the  Boston  &  Piovidence 
Railioad  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  19.  Beginning  at  the  vater  on  Charles 
River  at  a  point  opposite  tbe  end  of  West  Chester 
paik;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Chester  nark 
to  the  northwesterly  side  of  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
dence Railroad.;  thence  by  tie  norfhwestetly  !ioe 
of  said  railroad  to  its  crossing  with  (Centre)  "New 
Heath"  street:  thence  bv  the  middle  of  (Centre 
and  Perkins)  "New  Heath  and  Heath"  streets  to 
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(Pond  avenue)  "Tremont  street";  thence  by  the 
middle  of  (Pond  avenue  and  Cliestnut)  "Tiemont 
street"  to  the  boundary  between  Boston  and 
Biookline;  theDce  northerly,  tben  westerly,  and 
then  southerly  by  said  boundary  line  to  the  bound- 
ary of  Newcon,  near  the  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir; 
theuce  by  the  boundary  between  Newton  and  that 
part  of  Boston  torxnei  ly  called  Brighton  to  Charles 
River ;  theuce  by  the  water  t  >  tbe  point  of  begin- 
ning. 

Ward  No.  20.  Beginning  at  ttte  boundary  line 
between  Boston  and  Brookline  at  the  crossiog 
with  (Pond)  "Tremont"  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  (Pond)  "Trecnont"  street  to  (Perkins) 
"Heath"  street;  thence  by  the  middle  ot  (Perkins) 
"Heath"  aod  (Centre)  "New  Heath"  streets  to 
Highland  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  High- 
land street  to  Marcella  street:  toence  by  the  mid- 
ale  of  Matcella  street  to  Washington  street  jthecce 
by  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to  (Town- 
send)  "Seavet"  street; 'thence  by  the  middle  of 
(Townsend  and  Quincy)  "Seaver"  street  to  Blue 
Hill  avenue;  thence  oy  the  middle  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  to  Backstreet;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Back  street  to  the  bouuaary  line  oet  ween  Boston 
aud  Hyde  Bark;  thence  Dy  the  boundary  lines  be- 
tween that  part  of  Boston  formerly  called  West 
Rosbury  and  the  adjacent  towns,  to  the  point,  of 
beginning. 

The  oruer  as  amended  and  passed  is  as  follows, 
the  words  stitcken  out  heiug  in  italics  and  pa- 
rentheses, and  the  amendment- io  quotations: 

Ordetsd,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  requested  to  petition  the  General  Court 
at  its  coming  session  for  the  passage  of  an  aot 
authorizing  ihe  City  Council  to  establish  (a  second 
polling  place  in  the  Nineteenth  Ward)  "polling 
places  in  such  .vards  as  the  City  Council  may 
designat3." 

VEGETABLE  MARKET, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9,  the  spe- 
cial assignment  for  8y2  P.  M.,  viz.,  order  for  a 
uausfer  of  $6000  from  tue  Reserved  Fund  to  the 
appropriation  for  Mercantile  Wharf  Market,  was 
taken  up,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson  ot  Ward 


10,  specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday  evening 
at  8  o'clock. 

MYSTIC    WATEB    BOARD. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  who 
were  requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  election  of  new  members  of  the 
Mystic  Water  Bo  ird,  having  considereo  the  sub- 
ject, would  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
port: The  ace  to  unite  the  city  of  Charlestown  to 
the  city  of  Boston  provides  that  the  Mystic  Water 
Board  sha'l  be  continued  a  separate  organization, 
under  the  direction  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
until  said  City  Council  shall  determine  to  unite  it 
with  the  Cocbituate  Watsr  Board.  The  preseot 
oiganization  of  the  Myst'c  Board,  established 
ui  der  an  ordinance  of  the  City  Council  of 
Charlestown  fortbeye<rl873,  isocememoerof  tbe 
Common  Council  for  the  same  year,  and  three 
other  persons  elected  from  tne  citizens  at  larg*. 
The  members  elected  from  thn  Citv  Couacil  were 
to  hold  office  for  one  year  and  until  their  success- 
ors were  el-cted;  those  elected  at  large  were  to 
nold  offire  for  three  years  and  until  their  success- 
ors were  elected.  With  one  exception  the  pres- 
ent members  of  the  board  hold  office  by  virtue  of 
the  povisi^n  m  tbe  ordinance  authorizing  them 
to  conrinue  until  Vieu  successors  are  elected. 
O.  e  member,  elected  in  1873  for  three 
yaars,  continues  until  May,  1876.  With  a  view 
to  place  the  organization  upon  a  more  permanent 
foundation,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  exp~diort  to  elect  new  members  of  the 
board  in  plexa  of  those  whose  regular  terms  of 
office  have  expired;  and  they  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Water  be  requested  to  nominate  suitable  candi- 
dates for  members  of  the  Mystic  Water  Board,  in 
place  of  those  members  whose  terms  of  office  have 
expired. 

Bead  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

On  lnotiou  of  Mr.  Whitcoaib  of  Ward  13,  the 
Council  adiourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

OCTOBER    S5,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding.- 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officer— David  Ahern,  for  duty  on 
Long  wharf. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for 
brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  George  W. 
Rosa  and  wif°,  549-551  Columbus  avenue;  C.J. 
Spenceley,  11  Norcbfield  street;  Hugh  McBarron, 
57EastDedham  street;  Mrs.  N.  E.  Chester,  245 
Losgwood  avenue;  Elizabeth  A.  Davis,  233  Long- 
wood  avenue. 

Petitions  for  edgesioots  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  of  P.  H.  McGlynn  and  Samuel 
Stubbs,  West  Rutland  square. 

William  A.  Davis,  that  Ha  venom  street,  West 
Roxbury,  be  graded,  etc. 

Lemuel  Clapp  et  al.,  that  Willow  court,  in  Ward 
16,  be  raised  to  grade. 

Henry  B.  Hill  et  al.,  that  certain  obstructions  on 
Everett  srreet,  near  Lyon  Railroad,  be  removed. 

Charles  O.  Ciane  et  cri.,that  Washington  avenue, 
on  Fort  Hill  district,  be  called  High  street. 

Eliot  B.  Mayo  et  al.,  that  Afford  street,  from 
Maldea  Bridge  to  the  town  of  Everett,  be  paved 
with  granite  blocks. 

Andrew  Tre:it  and  other  occupants  of  Union 
Market,  for  a  culvert  on  Friend  street. 

John  D.  Carry  et  al.,  to  be  relieved  from  the 
iurface  water  flowing  on  their  estates  on  Centre 
and  Lamartine  streets. 

A.  Ratcbesky  et  al.,  that  North  Centre  street  be 
paved  *ith  eranire  blocks. 

George  H.  Richards  et  al.,  that  the  cellar  door- 
ways on  Dock  square  be  closed. 

Aaron  D.  Willnnis,  tor  removal  of  obstructions 
from  Magazine  street. 

Daniel  Goodnov  et  al.,  that  the  bay  window  on 
West  Brookline  street,  near  Tremont  street,  be  al- 
lowed to  remain,  and  for  a  hearing. 

Louisa  C.  Reinard,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
ou  Bowdoin  street. 

Robert  Bampton  et  al.,  thit  crosswalks  be  laid 
on  Ruggles  street  at  Halleck  street. 

Jobn  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  buildiog 
across  West  Second  scieet,  VVard  7. 

James  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Athens  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs.  Copy 
of  petition  of.  George  Griggs  and  A.J.Harring- 
ton to  the  next  Legislature  for  the  annexation  of 
Brooklite  to  Boston. 

To  the  Commiitee  on  Sewers.  Arthur  Cheney 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Hayward  place. 

Robert  H.  Warers  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Chelsea 
stieet,  Cbarlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Joseph  W.  Bart- 
lett,  to  be  heard  before  the  removal  of  his  lan- 
terns on  Columbus  avenue. 

William  Grav,  Jr.,  et  a?.,  that  Howard  aveuue, 
Ward  16,  Delighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occuoy  stables— 
Morrill  F.  Place,  wooden,  five  horses,  19  Barrett 
street,  Ward  1;  William  H.  Hutchinson,  wooden, 
ODe  horse,  299  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  14;  Ben- 
jamin M.  Wedger,  wooden,  one  horse,  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  corner  Canterbury  stieet,  Ward  17;  Nich- 
olas G.  Lynch,  new  wooden,  three  horses,  Lincoln 
street,  Ward  19. 

To  the  Committee  mi  Assessors'  Department. 
Augustus  Richardson,  to  be  repaid  certain  por- 
tions of  taxes  impropeily  assessed  upou  him. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Leonard  Ware,  to  be  paid  for  205  feet  of 
land  now  located  at  the  corner  of  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue and  Dennis  street. 

Caleb  H.  Dolbeare,  trustee,  tor  abatement  of 
Atlautic  avenue  b  ttermeut. 

Proprietors  of  Rowe's  wbaif,  for  assessment  of 
damages  caused  by  Bostoa,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Railroad  Company. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  Samuel  D. 
Crane  and  163  others,  ana  E.  Bruce  and  123  others, 
for  bridges  on  West  Chester  park,  across  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  and  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
track. 


To  the  Committee  on  Police.    American  Popular 
Life  Insurance  Company,  for  leave  to  place  a  pro- 
"  jecting  sign  or  figure  in  from  of  No.  226  Washing- 
ton street. 

HEARINGS  ON  ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Sewers.  The  order  of  notice  on  proposed  con- 
struction of  a  s^wer  in  King  street,  Roxbury,  was 
considered.  No  objections  were  offered,  and  the 
matter  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

Car  Tracks  in  Columbus  Avenue.  The  petition 
of  the  Highland  Railway  Company  for  location  of 
tracks  fiom  Shawmut  avenue,  through  Hammond 
park,  Tremont  and  Northampton  otreets,  Colum- 
bus avenue,  Park  square  aad  Boylston  street,  to 
connect  with  present  tracks,  was  considered  on 
an  order  of  rotice  for  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Prescott  presented  the  petition  of 
H.  G- Dilleuback  aod  723  others,  real  estate  own- 
ers and  residents  on  aod  in  the  vicinity  of  Colum- 
bus avenue,  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  the  Highland 
Railway  Company. 

Thomas  W.  Clarke  appeared  for  the  railioad 
companv,  at  d  said  thev  desire  to  lay  there  tracks 
and  establish  a  line  of  cars  connecting  through 
Shawmut  aveuue  with  the  present  location  on 
Tremont  street,  and  ass  the  Board  to  prescribe 
mles  for  running  the  cars  that  would  be  the  least 
inconvenience  to  the  public.  It  is  desirable  to 
have  communication  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  Warren 
steet  ana  Dudley  street  to  the  Boston  &  Provi- 
oence  Railroad  depot,  and  the  "dead  stop"  on  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  at  the  ciosnng  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad.  A  large 
number  of  citizens  west  of  Columbus  avenne 
need  better  transportation  to  the  business  part  of 
the  city.  It  is  a  settled  fact  that  gooa  transporta- 
tion facilitates  the  settling  uu  of  a  neighborhood. 
They  are  ptepated  to  establish  the  line  immedi- 
ately, or  as  soon  as  the  rracks  can  be  built.  A 
portion  of  the  cars  they  now  run  would  be  pUced 
on  the  Shawmut-a venue  route,  aod  rhus  save  the 
encumbering  of  the  streets  dofhi  town.  A  double 
track  in  the  centre  of  Columbus  avenue  will  leave 
thirty  feet  clear  way  ou  each  side— as  much  space 
as  there  is  in  Washington  street  between 
Summsr  and  Milk  streets— aid  ther-  will  be 
room  enough  for  teams.  There  never  are 
any  jam>  or  crowding  on  Columbus  aveuue.  The 
location  in  Hammond  park  to  Tremoat  street  is 
asked  for  because  ot  the  large  schooihouse  be- 
tween Camden  and  Northampton  streets;  all  the 
oilier  streets  are  quite  narrow  and  inconvenient. 
Hammond  pare  is  a  large,  wide  street,  and  though 
the  loute  is  more  expensive  to  the  company,  it  is 
less  daogerons  and  inconveuie  ,t  to  the  public. 

E.  S.  Blown  and  H.  D.  Byds  appeared  for  the 
citizens  who  petition  10  aid  of  the  petition  for  the 
location.  Mr.  Browu  spoke  of  the  disaict  west  of 
Applrton  street  as  being  in  great  need  of  horse 
cars  at  present,  many  peisons  having  to  walk  half 
a  mile  b-foie  reaching  one,  whethei  to  Tremont 
or  Berkeley  stieet.  The  people  asked  for  horse 
caro  over  a  year  ago,  requesting  toe  Highland 
company  to  petiliou  for  the  location  in  Coluoiuus 
avenue ;  ihey  got  up  the  petition,  but  another  ooe 
was  put  in  by  the  Meiropolitau  Railroad,  aa  J  th8 
citizens  appeared  before  the  Committee  on  Paving 
to  show  that  they  aeed  horse-car  accommoda- 
tions. That  peritiou  wau  aof  grartec.  When 
this  peiition  was  first  got  up  it  was  rumored 
that  the  Board  believed  the  citizens  *ere  op- 
posed to  granting  if  because  of  the  position  of  the 
people, ano  the  petitioneisfirsi  obtainea  the  vie«s 
of  the  people,  winch  are  expiessed  in  the  petition 
presented  by  Alderman  Prescott.  Tuey  ask  that 
tha  petition  of  the  Highland  Railroal  be  granted. 
Tlis  petition  has  been  in  circulation  less  than  a 
mouth,  and  originated  in  what  the  people  ot  that 
territory  believe  to  be  a  lock  or  hoise-railaoaa  ac- 
commodatio'i.  fhere  are  168  houses  ou  Co- 
lumbus avenue  in  a  condition  to  be  oc- 
cupied, and  several  others  in  process  of 
construction;  of  which  forty  are  boarding  houses 
and  only  six  are  unoccupie'd;  and  this  peiition 
represents  eighty  property  owneis  and  several 
hundred  residents,  anrr  the  owner  ot  neaily  every 
vacant  lot  on  the  aveuue.  This  is  a  complete  an- 
swer to  the  charge  that  the  people  on  Columbus 
avenve  do  not  desire  the  crs.  Mr.  Bio*n  then 
referred  to  the  property  owners  on  the  territory 
west  of  Columbus  avenue,  che  valuation  of  waic a 
is  $3,500,000,  of  wnich  there  are  not  $200,000  op<- 
posed  to  the  petitiou.  He  baa  ooipilea 
data  from  the  directory,  South  Eud  Blue 
Book,  etc.,  showing  every  person  who  signed 
the     petitiou.      He    knew'  of     but     tiuee  "ru-n 
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wbo  are  opposed  to  the  petition,  and  only  about 
twenty  declined  to  sign  it.  More  than  half  tbe 
resiaents  ot  the  territory  sast  of  Columbus  ave- 
nue, including  parts  of  Dartmouth,  Clarendon 
and  Chand'er  streets,  Pembroke  street,  New- 
ton street,  Rutland  and  Concord  squares,  and 
West  Chester  park  and  Springfield  street,  al- 
so favor  the  location ;  representing  $2,908,000, 
more  than  halt  the  valuation.  It  has  been  said 
that  tee  people  ot  Columbus  avenue  do  oot  favor 
horse  cars  on  that  street;  »na  in  reply  he  said  (he 
valuation  of  the  avenue  is  $2,855,700,  of  which  $1,- 
255,400  are  represented  by  the  signatures  on 
the  r  etition.  If  the  uncompleteo  houses  were 
included  it  would  be  muco  more  iu  favor 
ot  the  petition.  Put  the  tbree  localities 
together    ana     the     result     is     aoout     $6,716,- 

000  represented,  the  total  valuation  of  tbe 
enure  territory  being  $9,507,500.  In  other  words 
the  petition  represents  $6,700,000  out  of  $9,507,500, 
or  thirteen-nineteenths  of  the  taxable  property. 
This  estimate  is  en  real  estate  alone;  not  one  dol- 
lar of  personal  property  has  been  included. 
There  are  many  names  on  the  petition  repre- 
senting large  amounts  of  personal  property 
roughly  estimated  at  $35,000,000,  foi  both 
personal  and  real.  The  petition  does  n't 
begin  to  show  ail  the  people,  who  desire  horse 
cars;  many  in  tne  vicinity  did  not  sign  because 
f i lends  or  neighbors  did  not  desire  the  track 
there.  It  represents  only  those  who  are  not  afraid 
to  come  out  aud  say  they  want  horse  cars  in  order 
to  preserve  the  valuation  of  tueir  property.  Peo- 
ple will  not  come  to  buy  or  occupy  houses  where 

1  here  are  not  hoiss  cars.  One  lady  had  to  sell  her 
bou-e  there  because  there  weie  no  cars  in 
which  her  music  pupils  could  come  to  her 
place  on  rainy  days.  Mr.  Brown  then  allud- 
ed to  ihe  decay  of  the  wood  pavement  on 
the  avenue,  aud  the  necessity  tor  paving 
tbe  avenue  again  within  a  year,  and  con- 
tended that  by  granting  the  petition  the  city 
would  save  tbe  putting  down  of  5000  square  feet, 
or  $12,000,  ir.  paving  the  space  between  the  tracks. 
He  then  amwered  the  argumeuti  that  the  avenue 
should  be  left  for  pleasure-driving  purposes  al- 
luding to  the  keeping  of  ruoui  ted  police  to  pre- 
vent people  from  anving  t>o  fast  there.  The 
tracks  will  leave  space  for  cauiages  to  stand  bvthe 
curb,  ano  room  for  two  carriages  io  pass  between 
them  and  the  tracks.  It  is  said  that  if  any  cor- 
poral iou  is  entitled  to  lav  a  tract  there  u  is  the 
Metropolitan ;  but  it  is  shown  in  the  history  of  the 
latter  that  they  sbould  not  have  the  exclusive 
right  in  this  territory;  in  order  to  continue  a 
healthful  competition,  and  in  tbe  future  to  con- 
tinue that  competition,  a  location  could  be  granted 
the  Metropolitan  in  Huntington  avenue,  which  is 
soon  to  be  built  up.  Mr.  Brown  mentioned  rbe 
legal  provisions  that  one  company  may  use  anoth- 
er's track  when  a  location  is  obtained  in  Columbus 
avenue,  between  BerKeley  street  and  Park  square, 
and  the  right  of  the  Board  to  revoke  such  a  loca- 
tion at  any  lime,  arguing  that  this  or  any  other 
road  would  not  enter  upon  a  course  of  conduct 
which  would  render  them  liable  to  have  the  lo- 
cation revoked. 

Mr.  Blown  then  called  witnesses  for  the  peti- 
tioners, who  were  examined  by  Mr.  Hyde. 

F.  A.  Dewson,  lesidiog  for  many  years  on  Hol- 
voke  street,  near  Columbus  avenue,  thought  the 
location  would  greatly  increase  the  valuation  of 
propnrty  there.  Horse  cars  ate  greatly  needed 
for  the  convenience  of  residents,  who  often  com- 
plain of  the  lack  of  such  accornnrodalions.  To 
taite  a  c^r  he  goes  down  to  the  avenue,  actoss 
Canton  street  to  Warren  avenue  and  litmont 
street,  which  is  a  long  distance.  He  thought  the 
value  of  property  there  is  affected  bv  the  ladies 
having  no  cars  to  go  down  town  in;  and  this  ques- 
tion would  enter  very  seriously  into  any  arrange- 
ments he  might  make  now,  after  his  five'years'  ex- 
peneace  on  the  avenue. 

Htnry  M.  Stan  wood,  living  at  corner  of  Spring- 
field street  and  Columbus  avenue,  did  not  suffer 
so  much  himself,  but  the  people  lower  down  do. 
He  had  b* en  opposed  to  it  for  seveial  years,  but 
changed  since  he  had  talked  with  people  having 
cais  ruu  before  their  doors.  To  Mr.  A.  W.  Beard, 
a  remonstrant,  he  said  tbe  cars  should  run  every 
tea  minuies  to  be  of  any  accommodation,  and  at 
least  every  five  minutes  to  compensate  for  the 
disadvantages  of  having  the  track  there. 

Moody  Merrill,  president  of  the  Highland  Rail- 
wai  Company,  said  the  company  has  made  prepa- 
rations, in  case  the  location  is  granted  tonight,  to 
commence  lctyir.g  the  tracK  day  atter  tomorrow, 
and  have  it  finished  in  twenty  days.    During  the 


winter  months  they  propose  to  ruo  cars  from  near 
the  junction  of  Shawmut  avenue  a'.d  Hammond 
park,  where  a  large  number  of  people  will  be  ac- 
conmodated,  and  they  intend  to  run  a  car  every 
four  or  five  minutes.  In  the  spring  they  will 
have  a  new  line  of  twelve  elegant  cars,  of 
which  designs  have  already  been  made, 
and  will  run  then  ttom  the  office,  giving 
passengers  checks  to  and  fiom  their  branch 
lines  wuhout  cost,  they  being  the  only  company 
in  the  city  ■vbo  do  that.  If  mote  than  a  five- 
minute  line  is  neeoed  to  accommodate  the  people 
tbry  will  put  on  more,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Board,  which  (hey  will  obtain  before  doing  so. 
There  is  a  great  desire  at  tbe  Highlands  for 
accommodations  to  reach  the  Providence  and 
Albany  railroads;  a  great  many  people  have  ex- 
pressed that  desire  since  the  petition  was  put  in. 
Tqis  will  allow  an  ea°y  tramfer  to  the  Tremont- 
street  crossing  and  to  tbe  depot?.  When  the  peti- 
tion went  iu  be  dio  Lot  realize  tbe  great  accom- 
mooation  it  would  be  to  tbe  people  of  the  High- 
lauos,  but  since  then  the  desire  had  been  very 
strongly  expressed. 

Joseph  H.  Wellmaij,  lesiding  on  Wellington 
street,  president  ot  the  Revere  Insurance  Com- 
pany, said  he  had  gieat  difficulty  in  going  up  ajd 
down  town  and  especially  in  going  to  church  in 
Roxbu  y  on  Sunday.  His  wife  cannot  walk 
to  Tremont  street  in  bad  weather  and  does 
not  go  to  church  then ;  but  she  would  if  r  he  cars 
ran  on  the  avenue.  There  is  much  fast  driving  on 
the  avenue  ano  people  are  timid  about  allowing 
then  children  to  cross  it.  The  cars  would  tend  to 
check  the  fast  driviog. 

Uriah  H.  Coffin,  10  Yarmouth  streei,  builder, 
thought  the  cars  much  needed  in  tbe  avenue,  and 
that  the  effect  would  be  to  iociease  the  value  of 
real  e«tate.  One  great  obstacle  in  selling  real 
estate  there  was  the  lack  of  horse  cars.  About 
the  fir9t  question  asked  by  purchasers  is  how  long 
will  it  be  beiore  a  railroad  will  be  put  there.  It 
will  be  both  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people 
oa  the  avenue  and  its  vicinity  and  for  the  benefit 
of  i  eal  estate. 

Sidney  Squires,  24  Holyoke  street,  agreed  with 
Mi.  Coffin's  statement.  He  found  the  lack  ot  cars 
a  g i  eat  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Hyde  said  he  would  not  trouble  the  Board 
to  call  fifty  more  witnesses  who  ate  ready  to  re- 
peat what  had  been  said. 

This  ended  the  evioence  for  the  petitioners. 

Calvin  A.  Richards,  president  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad,  said  be  did  not  appear  particularly 
to  oppose  the  petition  to  run  cars  on  Columbus 
avenue,  except  on  general  terms.  The  weight  of 
evidence  is  that  the  public  want  horse  railroads, 
and  he  hoped  the  Board  would  remember  the 
eloquent  argument  that  every  woman  and  child 
wants  a  railroad  to  go  by  their  door.  But  he 
would  speak  ot  what  has  been  concealed  by  the 
lawyers.  This  "paradise"  wanting  cars  has  been 
refeiied  to  by  the  lawyers,  but  they  do  not  tell 
how  ihe  cars  are  to  get  there,  which  is  by  going 
over  the  property  of  the  Metropolitan.  Every 
reason  why  the  Highland  road  was  organized  is 
answered  tn  their  load  today:  but  iheyarenot 
satisfied;  they  ee  a  large  corporation  making 
money.and  think  if  they  bad  afewmore  lines  they 
too  could  make  money  faster.  The  Highland  com- 
pany have  got  to  go  over  the  track  on  Tremont 
street  by  tbe  Lenox-street  stables,  the  best  piece 
of  the  Metropolitan  property,  and  come  down 
town  by  the  short  route  on  the  aveoue,  and  then 
agaio  on  the  track  cf  the  Metropolitan  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  avenue,  in  Boylston  street  and 
Tremont  street.  Take  tbe  fact  that  this  route  will 
i  ciease  twejty-foor  cars  an  hour  on  Tremont 
suert,  and  then  consider  the  injustice  of  taking 
the  Metropolitan  tracks,  and  those  are  two  cogent 
reasoDS  for  not  granting  the  petition.  The  cars 
wi'l  not  be  taken  off,  for  railroads  do  not  take  off 
much  nowadays.  He  protested  against  further 
encroachments  upon  tba  Metropolitan  tracks,  for 
the  purpose  of  profiting  another  corporation.  The 
Metropolitan  road  had  been  pressed  to  come  here 
for  this  very  location,  and  had  twice  been  re- 
buffed. He  was  much  obliged  for  the  suggestion 
that  in  the  future  the  Metropolitan  could  ask  for 
a  location  in  Huntington  av6oue,  which  is  now 
somewhere  in  a  desert,  with  no  house  on  it.  He 
would  not  remoustiate  at-aiust  the  Highland  Rail- 
road accom  mod  <,  ting  any  one ;  but  keep  them  off 
the  Metropolitan  tracks,  from  which  the  stock- 
holders expect  to  be  paid  the  dividends  on  their 
investment.  He  concluded  by  expressing  the  be- 
lief that  the  Board  dio  not  want  twenty-four  more 
cars  down  town,  and  would  not  do  further  wrong 


576 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


bv  permitting:  more  encroachments  upoo  the 
rights  anrt  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  tor  the  ben- 
efit o*  toe  Highland. 

The  Chairman  read  the  remonstrances  of  C.  E. 
Vox  and  sixty  others,  Owsn  Russell  and  eighty- 
others,  Martin  L.  Keith  and  seventy  others,  A.  W. 
Beaid  and  seventy-five  others, George  Myrick  and 
sixty  others,  owners  of  real  estate  on  the  avenue 
a^d  vicinity,  and  O.  H.  Haolon  and  others,  o  vd- 
ers  of  pleasuie-diiviiig  horses,  igainst  ihe  looa- 
tion  of  car  tracks  on  the  avenue. 

The  remonstracces  of  citizens  were  then  heard. 

A.  W.  Bsard  saio  this  was  the  third  time  he  had 
appeared  in  opposition  to  a  car  track  in  Columbus 
avenue.  The  petition  that  was  presen'ed  last 
year  by  tbe  Metropolitan  had  been  "turned  over  to 
them  by  tbe  Highland  road,  and  tbe  same 
witnesses  appearei  then  and  today.  He  appeared 
as  a  resident  an  :  property  owner,  having  bought 
his  residence  becaue  there  are  no  hjrse  cars 
there  and  because  be  could  have  those  accommo- 
dations without  the  nuisance  of  the  tracks  in  the 
streets,  the  remonstrants  represent  nioperty 
owners,  be>ds  of  families  and  rep teseota live  citi- 
zens in  (he  vicinity,  and  ttiose  who  drive  in  a>  d 
out  of  the  citv  every  day,  and  ihey  will  compare 
favorably  with  the  figures  of  valuitior  giveuby  the 
petitioners'  counsel.  The  distance  to  Tremont 
street  is  only  a  few  minu res'  walk.  The  beauty 
and  pleasure  of  tl  e  avenue  would  be  destroyed  by 
the  cars.  To  be  of  any  convenience  tbe  line  on 
that  avenue  should  be  a  short  one,  which  would 
necessitate  an  increase  in  the  stable  nuisance  at 
the  South  End.  Real  estate  had  decreased  in 
value  on  Tremont  street  as  well  as  on  the 
avenue.  He  had  no "  doubt  the  cars  would 
check  fast  driving;  but  the  fast  driving 
is  the  fault  of  the  city  authoiities,  not 
the  residents  on  tbe  avenue.  Si  ce  he  came  into 
thi9  room  he  had  received  a  letter  from  one  of  tbe 
petitioners,  Dr.  O.  S.  Saunders,  511  Columbus  av- 
enue, which  he  read,  the  writer  saying  that  it  was 
stated  to  him  that  a  railroad  was  to  ba  located 
there,  and  as  tbe  only  choice  was  betwe=n  the 
Highland  and  Metropolitan,  he  signed  tbe  peti- 
tion for  a  track;  it  weuld  damage  bis  property 
$10,000  aud  he  was  opposed  to  a  track 
there,  and  desired  Mr.  Beard  to  set  him 
right  before  tbe  Board.  M<.  Beard  said 
he  represented  five-sixths  of  the  people  there,  and 
they  believer!  the  track  would  be  an  inconvenience 
and  disadvantage,  aud  he  asked  ths  Board  to  con- 
sider tha  rights  of  tdose  wno  fJDd  it  convenient  to 
use  the  avenue  going  in  and  out  of  the  city. 

Moses  Merrill,  residing  at  404  Columbus  aveuue, 
said  he  carried  around  the  remonstrance,  and  was 
satisfied  to  get  one  name  to  represent  each  house, 
and  he  believed  thegieat  majority  of  the  resi- 
dents and  prot  erty  owners  oppose  tbe  location. 
He  denied  that  the  people  there  are  opposed  to 
public  improvement.  Tbe  street  will  be  made 
noisy,  tbe  roadway  cut  up  and  tbe  only  quiet, 
pleasant  driveway  out  of  the  city  bt  made  a 
thoroughfare  for  cir  travel.  He  contended 
that,  it  was  time  to  restrain  the  railroads  from 
taking  possession  of  all  the  stieets  of  the  city. 
Tbe  many  owners  of  other  vehicles  who  use  it 
have  some  rights  which  the  railroads  should  be 
made  to  tespect.  The  public  convenience  *»  ill  be 
better  subset  veo  by  refusing  the  petition  than  by 
granting  it;  a  refusal  would  piomote  tbe  morality 
of  citizens,  by  preventing  the  profanity  which 
horse-car  tracks  always  eogender.  15  makes  no 
difference  what  corporation  has  tbe  location,  for 
when  a  track  is  laid  aoy  company's  cais 
may  be  allowed  to  run  over  it.  He  usually 
walked  to  his  business,  and  did  not  want 
the  temptation  to  ride;  aod  he  knew  of  manv 
more  who  oief erred  to  walk  down  town  for  their 
health.  The  ownets  of  driving  vehicles  do  iot 
appear,  because  of  respect  for  the  property  owners 
on  the  avenue,  aud  not  de-iring  to  appear  in  op- 
position to  the  wishes  of  resi  it1-  nts  there.  In  re- 
gard to  accidents,  he  contended  thattbey  were  not 
so  frequent  on  the  avenue,  with  no  csrs,  as  on 
Tremont  street  where  there  are.  He  reminded  tbe 
Board  that  many  on  the  avenue  who  signed  the 
petition  are  only  temporal >  residents  there;  he 
heard  of  eight  such  in  one  house.  He  protested 
in  behalf  of  ladies  and  invalids  on  she  avenue, 
of  owners  of  vehicles  usine-  tbe  avenue  as  a  com- 
fortable ingress  and  egress  from  rne  city.  To  Mr. 
Brown.  Mr.  Mertill  said,  fiorn  one-half  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  permanent  residents  on  rhe  f.veuue 
are  opposed  to  the  track  thee;  six  of  bis  neigh- 
bois  signed  the  if  monstrance.  Mr.  Merrill  an- 
swered several  questions  relative  to  tbe  number 
of  pei  sons  who  sigued  the  remonstrances  indif- 


ferent localities,  the  whole  number  on  tbe  avenue 
being  404.  He  thought  tbe  tracks  would  change 
tbe  nature  of  the  avenue;  the  cars  and  stores 
would  increase  tbe  value  of  property  there,  but 
unfit  the  place  for  quiet  residences. 

Charles  W.  Slack  said  be  lived  on  the  lower  part 
of  tbe  avenue,  where  they  are  opposed  to  the  cars 
being  located  there.  A  year  ago  when  the  ques- 
tion came  up,  and  a  choice  had  to  dp  made,  he 
preferred  the  Highland,  because  it  was  ne«-  and 
neat,  z,od  it  was  that  road  which  had  maae  the 
Metropolitan  wha  it  is  today.  He  alluded 
to  the  quiet  on  the  avenue  in  the  even- 
ing, waere  free  from  "he  rumbling  of  car-  thjy 
go  to  bed  early,  and  sleep  the  sleep  of  the 
faithful.  In  tbe  morning  they  are  awaketed  at  a 
reasonable  hour  by  beer  wagons  ar.d  oi  her  vehi- 
cles, but  the  people  are  not  disturbed.  In  the 
afternoon  t:ere  is  a  constantly  moving  panorama 
in  the  vicinity,  which  it  is  a  pleasure  to  behold. 
He  alluded  to  the  opposition  to  a  location  in 
Boylston  street  some  years  ago,  which  had  oeen 
overcome,  c  >  eluding  by  saying  that  if  there  was 
a  public  street  ic  which  horse  cars  should  rot  be 
located  it  is  Columbus  -venue. 

John  A  #>idway  moved  to  Columbus  avenue  six 
years  ago,  to  get  on  a  street  where  there  are  no 
cars,  and  he  had  found  it  conducive  to  his  hra'th 
and  pleasure.  He  had  six  of  the  rising  generation 
under  his  roof,  and  if  cars  are  put  there  he  would 
be  ffraid  of  tueir  being  injured.  At  the  Centen- 
nial tbe  panorama  presented  oi.  tbe  avsnue  "*?as 
the  wonder  and  adrhratiou  of  all  who  beheld  it. 
He  would  be  willing  to  sell  his  house  for  much 
less  than  its  present  valuation,  if  the  cars  ate  al- 
lowed there. 

John  C.  Haynes  tad  lived  on  the  avenue  six 
years,  and  neithet  he  nor  his  family  had  ever 
fouud  any  lack  of  horse-car  accommodations;  he 
believed  five-siztbs  ot  the  ladies  oppose  the  tracks 
being  laid  there.  The  place  woulo'  be  less  desira- 
ble for  residences,  property  ownets  would  selland 
boarding  bouse  keepeis  would  take  their  places. 
It  is  peculiarly  au  avenue  for  residences;  it  cannot 
be  oevoted  to  business  purposes,  on  account  of 
restriction*  in  the  deeds.  So  long  as  business 
men  can  be  induced  to  reside  there,  the  chances 
for  the  sale  ot  property  will  be  better  than  if  the 
houses  ate  devoted  to'the  purposes  of  boarding 
bouses.  He  believed  in  horse  railroads,  but  peo- 
ple could  not  expejt  to  be  more  than  reasonably 
accommodated.  With  Washington  and  Tremoct 
streets  and  Harrison  and  Shawmut  avenues  full 
of  tracks,  he  begged  the  Board  to  leave  Columbus 
avenue  uncovered. 

Sumner  R.  Mead  said  be  purchased  a  house  on 
the  avenue  a  year  ago  on  the  assurance  that  a 
track  would  not  be  laid  there  in  ten  yeats  at  lea.t. 
and  if  a  track  is  laid  there  bis  house  is  for  sale  the 
next  da v  at  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  he  would 
take  now.  He  instanced  the  case  of  a  builder  who 
refused  to  sign  the  remonstrance,  but  whose 
family  wete  very  mnch  opposed  to  the  cars,  and 
he  was  convinced  that  three-fourths  of  tne  la>  ies 
oppose  them.  He  had  to  go  to  Tremont  street 
every  morning  to  do  his  marketing  or  some  other 
errand. 

Aaron  D.  Weld  said  he  came  to  protect  the 
farming  interests  of  Ward  17,  who  desire  a  free 
and  easy  road  to  come  into  and  go  out  of  the  oi  s . 
He  believed  the  taking  of  this  one  aveoue  away 
would  be  a  great  injury  to  the  farming  people  of 
Ward  IT.  He  believed  that  tie  two  horse  rail- 
roads had  worked  together  to  get  a  track  on  the 
avenue.  Owners  of  vehicles  h-ve  to  submit  to 
inconvenience  and  loss  bv  accident,  on  account  of 
the  tracks  in  the  stieet,  and  they  wanted  oea  ave- 
nue where  there  aie  no  tracks. 

J.  G.  Russell  hat  bad  great  difficulty  in  select- 
ing a  residence,  on  account  of  the  l.orse  cars,  ai.d 
had  finally  bought  on  Columbus  avenue,  but  had 
not  yet  moved  into  it,  and  if  the  location  is  iiaiit- 
ed  he  will  sell  the  house  for  $3000  less  than  lie 
gave  for  it  in  July. 

This  ended  the  evidence  for  the  remonstrants. 

Mr.  Hyde,  in  closing  for  tbe  petitioners,  said 
teat  tbirteer.-niueteentbs  of  the  pi operty  owners 
favor  this  petition.  He  believed  toat  five  hun- 
dred people  who  board  have  as  good  right  to  M- 
commodatton  as  one  person  who  owns  a  house. 
•The  question  is.  What  is  the  best  mteiest  of 
the  public  as  a  whole?  The  Metropolitan  road 
cannot  have  the  location  themselves,  and  don't 
wamthe  Highland  to  have  it.  The  petitionees  have 
come  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  tbe  Highland  toad. 
There  always  -vill  be  remonstrances  against  any 
such  movement,  as  in  the  cas°  oi  Boylston  street; 
ana  in  Marlborough   street,  which'  has    tapidly 
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grown  siuce  the  car'  went  tlie.e.  All  the  gentle- 
men remonstrating  today  resido  on  the  avenue; 
but  not  one  from  the  streets  in  the  vicinity; 
the  residents  on  that  territory  have  some 
rights,  and  the  residents  on  the  avenue 
are  not  the  ody  ones  interested.  The  stable 
keepeis  and  backmen  naturally  oppose  horse  cars, 
for  thev  injure  their  business.  All  that  the  out- 
of-town  gentlemen  can  get  of  wood  pavement  is 
3600  feet.  That  avenue  must  be  repavtd  soon, and 
he  ventured  to  say  that  it  would  not  be  done  with 
wood,  but  with  -rone,  and  the  pleasure  oriving 
will  disappear.  If  wood  pavement  were  to  be  con- 
tinued, why  has  the  Board  laid  stone  pavement  at 
this  end  of  the  avenue  below  Berkeley 
street?  Tne  Board  find  two -thirds  of  the 
people  warning  the  oars,  aod  one  -  third 
opposine- them;  the  fonner  ask  only  one-third  of 
the  street,  leaving  two-thirds  tor  the  use  of  the 
one-third  and  ths  privilege  of  using  the  ottier 
third  of  the  Btreet— and  both  will  be  accommodat- 
ed. Id  regard  to  the  crowding  ot  Tiemont  street, 
he  contended  that  theie  are  many  cars  on  that 
street  now  whi>  h  are  not  needed  theie,  and  which 
the  Board  have  the  power  to  discontinue.  The 
Back  Bav  will  be  built  up  very  soon  and  the  peo- 
ple there  will  have  to  be  accommodated  by  horse 
cais  to  Tremont  Btreet,  and  the  sooner  the  Board 
shapes  its  action  to  th*t  end  the  better.  He  con- 
cluded by  rehearsing  the  reasons  already  giv-n 
for  granting  the  petition. 

This  eodeJ  the  neanng. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  that  litis  matter  had 
been  repeatedly  acted  on  by  the  Board,  and  mem- 
beis  had  no  doubt  already  mad«  up  their  minds. 
Ho  bad  voted  against  cars  on  that  avenue,  and 
had  seen  no  reason  t^>  change  his  mind.  The  peo- 
ple who  own  carriages  are  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration, as  well  as  those  livine  on  the  side 
streets.  Property  would  not  be  injured  by  the 
track  theri,  but  unless  there  is  some  other  outlet 
for  teams  this  aveuue  should  be  kept  cle.ir  of  car 
tracks.  In  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  petition- 
ers, remonstrants  and  the  Board,  he  moved  (hat 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  witadraw. 

Aider  nan  Prescott  hoped  the  matter  would  take 
the  usual  course,  aad  be  recommitted  i,o  the 
Committee  on  Paving, after  this  long  heariue,  and 
the  strong  arguments  on  bo'h  ;ides.  Without 
desiring  to  express  an  opinion,  he  moved  as  a 
substitute  that  the  report  be  re  ommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Stebbins  suggested  that  the  object 
could  be  accomplished  by  a  recess  of  halt  an  hour 
and  then  tie  C"inroitcee  could  report,  which  is 
more  in  keeping  with  the  way  business  is  done. 

Alderman  Power  said  he  made  tbe  motion  meie- 
ly  to  wave  time.  He  had  consulted  the  other 
members  of  tbe  committee,  wr  o  had  heard  noth- 
ing to  change  then  minds. 

Aldeimaa  Burrage  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  delay  the  matter  for  half  an  hour,  aod  not  de- 
cide it  so  abruptly. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  if  the  committee  had 
reported  on  the  matter  this  afternoon  it  would  be 
different ;  but  it  is  customary  to  recommit,  aod  he 
hoped  full  time  would  be  givren  the  Board  to  con- 
sider the  matter,  as  there  is  no  emergency  for  im- 
mediate action. 

Alderman  Power  h  ad  no  objections  to  a  post- 
ponement if  any  member  is  in  doubt  and  wants 
time  for  consideration;  but  be  supposed  all  the 
members  were  prepared  to  vote  then. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  the  Board  had  a  light 
to  hear  the  views  of  the  committee,  as  expressed 
in  tbeir  report,  so  that  they  might  know  whether 
they  are  voting  with  or  against  the  committee. 
If  the  committee  have  made  up  tbeir  minos,  he 
hoped  tt  would  be  acted  on  tbis  evening. 

Alderman  Worhington  fcelieved  members  are 
ready  to  ace  no<v,  though  he  would  uot  object  to 
a  postponement,  in  ccurtesv  to  the  petitioners. 

Alderman  Bigelow  vjould  vote  for  a  recommit- 
tal if  it  is  understood  that  action  is  to  be  had  to- 
night.   He  had  hrard  no  new  arguments  tonight. 

Alderman  Prescott  urg°d  that  the  mattei  should 
come  up  in  proper  form,  and  not  have  a  report 
made  m  thirty  seconds  after  recommittal. 

Aldeiman  Power  said  there  wer?  numerous 
precedents  for  such  action,  and  no  one  wo'Ud  at- 
tribute immediate  action  to  an  intention  to  snub 
tbe  petitioners.  He  opposed  the  reeess  and  hoped 
the  question  would  be  taktn  now. 

The  order  was  recommitted— yeas  10, nays  2;  Al- 
dermen O'Brien  and  Powet  votine'  nay. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  a  recess  of 
half  an  hour  was  taken,  and  the  Board  resumed 
its  session  at  8  P.  M. 


The  rule  was  suspended,  and  Alderman  Power 
submitted  a  report  nf  leave  to  witadraw  on  th  -  pe- 
tition of  tbe  Highland  Railway  Company  tor  che 
above-named  location. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  report  was  accepted— yeas  10,  nays  1; 
Alderman  Prescott  voting  nay. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

OidertopayJaw.es  G.  Leman  $840,  for  grade 
carnages  to  bis  estate  on  Fort  Hill.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Roger  Druiy  $2000,  for  laud  dam- 
ages ou  Teirace  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  oi  der  for  the  erection  of  a  statue  of 
Josiih  Quincy  in  City  Hall  aiea,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $18,000.  Order  amended,  on  motio  i  of 
Alderman  Pi escct,  by  adding  ths  words,  "Said 
sum  to  be  paid  from  tbe  income  of  the  Pnilips- 
street  Fund,  held  by  rhe  Auditor  ol  Accounts," 
and  passed  as  amended.  Aldermen  Prescott, Big- 
elow  and  Worthmgton  .veie  appointed  on  said 
committee. 

Report  ?cd  order  to  annul  the  existiui  contract 
between  this  city  and  the  city  ot  Chailestovsm  for 
delivery  of  Myotic  \vate>-  to  East  Boston  andDeer 
Island. 

Alderman  Buirage — Is  it  intended  to  fumisu 
the  Mystic  water  to  East  Boston  again  ?  and,  if 
so,  how  can  it  be  done  if  this  coctractis  annulled? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  don't  know  that  I  am  au- 
thorized to  speak  for  toe.  future.  There  will  no 
doubt  be  an  abundant  supply  from  the  Cochituate 
service,  and  will  have  to  be  paid  for  the  same  as 
now.  Tbe  object  of  the  oider  is  to  enable  the  Col- 
lector io  credit  each  department  with  what  be- 
longs to  it.  For  instanc-,  if  East  Boston  is  sup- 
plied for  a  few  weeks  fiom  rbf»  Mystic,  the  Mystic 
will  be  credited  by  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow— Does  the  same  difficulty 
continue  with  rhe  Mystic  as  when  the  cUange  was 
made  to  the  Cocbiuate? 

alderman  Stebbins — I  do  not  think  there  is  the 
same  objection  to  the  quality  of  the  water  that 
there  was  last  spriug.  Tu:  waier  is  much  Detter 
now, tbe  lake  being  full, and  I  have  heard  no  com- 
plaint tor  some  time. 

Aloerman  Harris— It  is  immaterial,  but  the  re- 
port cor.vey.  an  eironeous  impression  that  the 
Mystic  Water  Board  was  to  charge  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton the  same  rate  as  was  paid  by  tbe  citizens  of 
Boston  That  is  true  so  far  as  it  goes ;  but,  never- 
theless, it  was  subject  to  a  veiy  large  discount, 
and  I  see  the  report  is  careful  not  to  say  anything 
about  that. 

Aldermau  Stebb:ns -lbs  lion's  shaie  of  the 
rates  for  East  Boston  is  credited  to  the  Mystic, 
and  the  amount  credited  to  tbe  Cochituate  is  very 
small.  Ot  $79,000  received,  $71,497  are  to  be  cred- 
ited to  tbe  Mystic,  and  only  $7800  is  to  be  credited 
to  the  Cochituate,  to  offset  the  interest  of  an  in- 
vestment of  $900,000  for  construction  aod  tbe  an- 
nual expense  of  keeping  the  works  there  in  run- 
nm?  ordei.  The  amount  received  by  the  city  of 
Boston  under  .this  contract  is  a  mere  tri- 
fle compared  with  tbe  cost  of  maintaining 
the  works  in  East  Boston.  It  was  always 
understood  to  be  a  contract  in  which  Charlestown 
res ped  the  entire  benefit;  but  it  was  made  at  a 
time  when  water  must  be  had  at  any  price ;  and 
it  was  by  means  of  this  large  price  that  tbe  Mys- 
tic Water  Board  were  enabled  to  make  a  very 
good  financial  showing,  J,nd  without  which  there 
«  ouK!  n't  be  so  much  surplus. 

Alderman  Harris — I  don't  care  to  continue  the 
discussion,  because  tbe  Mystic  water  is  now  the 
property  of  the  city;  and  whether  productive  or 
unproductive  the  city  has  the  benefit  of  it.  I  on- 
ly ro  e  to  show  that  the  repoit  conveys  an  erro- 
eous  impression.  Mv  recollection  is  that  the  dis- 
ncount  allowed  is  something  like  thirty  per  cent, 
from  the  rates. 

The  ordei  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  apply  to  the 
next  Legislature  for  authority  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  regulate  and  control  the  introduction  of 
water  pipes  and  fixtures  in  builaings,  and  to 
icense  plumbers. 

Alderman  Power' — I  believe  that  same  order 
came  before  tlii':  Grivercment  last  year,  and  while 
it  is  very  plausible,  I  think  it  is  susceptible  of  a 
good  deal  of  serious  consideration  before  you  put 
into  the  hands  of  any  bo&rd  the  power  to  say  who 
can  or  cannot  have  tbe  privilege^of  doing  busi- 
ness in  Boston.  Every  plumber  who  cannot 
put  in  Cochituate  water  pipes  may  as  well 
leav<?.  I  don't  know  that  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  complaints  made  against  tbe  License 
Commissioners,  or   whether  they  show  any  par- 
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tiality  or  not ;  but  gentlemen  can  see  how  a  few- 
men  may  cum  a  man's  prospects  in  business.  If 
any  one  should  allow  personal  feelings  to  dictate 
his  action,  instead  or  che  public  good,  you  can 
see  that  it  is  a  ve.y  serious  question  to  pass  upon. 
It  puts  ioto  the  hands  of  a  few  rnen  to  say 
who  shall  or  who  shall  not  carrv  on  tbe  plumb- 
ing business  in  Boston.  This  same  order  was  be- 
fore the  Government  last  year  and  was  defeated, 
I  think;  if  not,  it  would  not  have  been  hsie  again 
this  ye^r.  On  its  face  it  seems  a  very  proper 
thing  to  do  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  a  few  gen- 
tlemen to  say  what  sort  of  water  fixtures  snail  go 
into  a  man's  house:  yet  if  that  power  is  used 
arbitrarily  or  with  bad  motives,  itspectable  and 
worthy  Dersons  may  be  depnved  of  their  business. 
I  don't  know  whether  the  members  of  this  Board 
have  considered  that  point  ornot,  but  if  tbey  have 
not  I  think  rhey  had  better  look  very  seriously  at  it 
before  allowing  it  to  pass  this  Goverameot.  They 
ought  to  know  what  responsibilities  they  are  put- 
ting into  the  bands  of  a  few  persons.  I  opposed 
and  voted  against  it  before,  asd  I  shall  do  so  now, 
notwithstanding  the  plausible  arguments  that 
may  oe  used  1  a  its  favor.  I  hope  the  order  will 
not  pass  at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  matter  was  brought  to 
the  attencion  of  the  Committee  on  Water  by  the 
Water  Board  13  their  annual  report,  and  this  is 
the  third  year  it  has  been  pressed  to  the  attention 
of  the  City  Council.  The  order  which  was  tas-ecl 
two  years  ago  by  the  Ci1y  Council  was  defeated 
by  what  we  may  term,  the  enlightened  self-inter- 
est of  a  member  of  this  Board  at  that  time.  Last 
year  the  Mayor  was  again  authorized  to  oetition  the 
Legislature,  and  an  act  was  passed,  butuu  lerit  no 
authority  can  be  exercised.  The  Water  Board 
again  bring  it  to  our  attention  and  ask  that  the 
authority  shall  be  exercised  by  tbe  City  Council 
and  not  "y  them.  The  order  reads  tor  the  "City 
Council  to  establish  such  rules  as  ma>  be  neces- 
sary," etc.  Now,  when  a  man  buys  a  house,  tbe 
plumbing  is  all  of  a  cheap  kind,  and  the  first 
thing  is  the  fixtures  are  '*11  out  of  oroer  and  need 
changing,  as  was  the  case  oo  the  Back  Bay  re- 
cently, wbere  the  inside  piasteriug  had  to  be  re- 
moved and  the  fixtuies  replaced.  It  is  sitnoly  in 
the  interest  of  the  public,  aud  to  secure  a  better 
class  of  worn.  It  is  not  in  the  interest  of  any  par- 
ticular patent  or  class  of  plumbers.  The  Water 
Board  and  Water  Re-gistrar  assure  the  committee 
that  no  fnei  ds  are  10  be  favored  and  no  particu- 
lar class  of  fixtures  are  to  be  intioduced;  they  de- 
sire to  see  that  the  fixtures  are  placed  in  the  proi>- 
er  position  and  protected.  A\\  tbe  first-class 
plumbers  desire  it,  so  that  the  work  shall  be  prop- 
erly done, and  to  stop  a  cheap  class  of  work  whicb 
looks  well  at  first,  but  soon  gives  way  aud  causes 
a  latere  waste  of  water  and  often  great  expense  to 
the  owner. 

Alderman  Power— Tf  it  is  designed  to  leave  the 
whole  power  in  the  bands  of  the  City  Council  I  am 
content  to  let  the  order  ;>ass. 

The  older  was  passed."  Sent  up 

Report  and  oirier  10  authorize  the  Cochttuate 
Water  Board  to  construct  section  No.  1  ol  tbe  pro- 
posed Sudbury  River  couduit,  and  the  fotuida- 
tions  of  the  dams  for  tbe  proposed  basins  "by 
days' labor  o  by  contracts  let  without  previous 
advertisement,"  as  may  b"  defined  best  for  the 
interest  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Worthmgtoo—  I  would  like  to  hear 
some  reason  for  departing  from  the  mle  to  adv:  r- 
tise  for  proposals  and  bring  the  work  into  compe- 
tition. If  there  are  good  reasons  for  such  a  de- 
parture, I  will  vote  for  the  order;  if  not,  1  \\ill  not. 

Aldtrman  Stebbins— Tbe  reasons  given  by  the 
president  of  the  Water  Board  and  the  City  Engi- 
neer at  tbe  hearing  befoic  the  committee,  were 
these:  A  portion  of  Section  1  of  tbe  conduit  runs 
under  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail'oad,  and  the 
work  mil  requite  the  greatest  care  iu  con- 
struction. No  contractor,  howeve.  large  may  be 
the  bonds  be  will  give,  would  be  likely  to 
do  tbe  work  with  the  risk  of  some  accident  to 
some  of  tbe  numerous  trains  which  pass  that 
point.  There  is  quite  a  long  distance  where  the 
conduit  passes  under  tbe  road,  whi"h  will  have  to 
be  supported  iu  some  way  for  tbe  trains  to  pass. 
Members  can  readily  see  that  through  the  negli- 
gence of  some  workmen  an  accideut  may  oacur 
which -would  iuvolve  the  city  in  a-i  enormous 
expense.  The  committee  wtre  convinced 
from  the  statement  of  the  president  of 
the  Board  ana  the  City  Engineer,  toat  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  require  that  this  work 
should  be  done  cy  private  contract  or  day's  la- 
bor,   aud    supervised   by  the   Engineer  or  some 


competent  person  selected  by  him  to  see  that  no 
accident  shall  occur.  There  can  be  no  question  in 
regard  to  this  section.  The  other  part  relates  to 
the  foundations  of  the  dam.  It  appears  that  tbe 
Engineer  cannot  furnish  exact  data  by  which  bid- 
ders can  estimate  en  the  work;  he  cannot  deter- 
mine wnat  will  be  the  depth  at  which  the  founda- 
tion walls  shall  be  laid.  Of  course  the  greater  the 
depth  the  greater  the  expense  of  placing  the  foun- 
dations. The  Ei  gineer  is  confident  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  require  that  this  work  should 
be  done  by  day's  labor,  supervised  by  acompetent 
engineer  or  by  a  first-class  contractor,  who  shall 
understand  what  >ie  is  to  do,  ana  that  it  is  to  be 
done  in  the  most  thorough  manner.  Of  course 
tbe  work  rest:  ou  the  prmanence  of  the  founda- 
tions. There  are  several  reliable  contractors  who 
will  be  asked  to  bid  for  this  work  privately;  but 
if  it  is  thrown  open  to  public  competition,  a 
large  number  of  contractors  will  bid.  Some 
of  thi  contractors  are  not  responsible, 
and  it  would  be  very  hard  for  the 
Engineer  or  Water  Board  to  refuse  the  lowest  Did, 
even  though  they  may  feel  that  tbe  oidders  are 
not  the  persons. who  ought  to  be  trusted  to  boild 
tbe  foundation  s  of  the  ieservoirs.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  build  the  superstructure  in  this  way, 
but  simply  he  foundations.  The  Eugireer  is  con- 
fident that  cy  asking  the  best  cootractors  to  bid 
privately  the"  work  can  be  done  bettor  cbaa  if  it 
is  thrown  upon  tbe  great  public  to  bid  upon. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOB  CON- 
CUBBENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 
Certificate  of  election  of  Henry  L.  Richards  as 
ai:  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  place  of  George  Cur- 
tis. choaec  by  this  Board.  The  Board  proceeded 
to  an  election.  Aldermen  Prescott  and  Harris 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  Thty  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

George  Curtis  had 8 

Henry  L.  Richards 4 

and  Mr.  Curtis  was  declared  elected  in  non-con- 
currence.   Certificate  sent  down. 

Order  to  provide  adoitiooal  primary-school  ac- 
commodations in  Andrew  District.    Passed. 

MEMBEES  OF  MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

Report  of  Cou>initte°  on  Water  came  up  with 
an  order  for  said  committee  to  nominate  members 
of  the  Mystic  W<<ier  Board  to  fill  vacancies. 

Alderman  Power,  raised  the  point  whether  it 
would  not  be  bettei  to  postoooe  this  matter  pend- 
ing the  proposed  change  in  the  management  of 
the  entire  department.  Nobody  has  fouid  aay 
fault  with  the  management,  which  has  made  a 
satisfactory  financial  showing. 

Alderman  Stebbins  said  the  committee  favor 
the  union  of  'h>  two  boards  into  the  Boston  Wa- 
ter Board,  but  that  failed  both  last  y,-a'  nud  ths, 
and  tnere  has  been  some  reeling  expressed  by 
m- rubers  of  tbe  Mvstic  board  that  tbey  have  not 
been  prooerly  recognized  bv  the  City  Govern- 
ment. There  are  four  vacancies,  tte  members 
holding  oyer,  a-id  the  President  is  also  a  Fire  Com- 
missioner. It  is  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  in  the 
Charlestowu  District  that  the  matter  has  been 
neglected.  The  members  of  that  board  will  feel 
better  if  their  position  i;  recognized,  aud  possibly 
may  take  more  interest  in  the  trust.  Tbe  \\  ater 
Committee  have  no  feeling  m  the  matter,  though 
ihev  would  prefer  to  see  the  two  boards  united. 

Alaerman  3urrage  thought  action  had  better  be 
deferred  at  present,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government.  He  hoped 
to  seethe  two  boaids  uvited  eventually,  no  10 
have  an  electio  a  now  will  only  complicate  mat- 
ters. 

Alderman  Stebbins  sai  1  another  consideration 
is  that  the  Cicuhuate  Board  waited  to  see  if  the 
two  were  to  be  uuited  before  siguiug  the  con- 
tracts. It  is  a  question  whether  the  management 
will  not  have  to  be  continued  under  the  same 
Dame  in  order  to  enforce  the  psifoimacce  if  the 
work. 

Alderman  Bur  rage— We  can  go  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Vldenuau  Stebbins — That  is  true:  nut  w  trou- 
ble rhe  Legislature  a  great  deal  row,  and  tney 
don'i  like  to  see  the  city  of  Boston  theie  any  more 
than  other  corporations  mill  their  private  "iffaits. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Barrage,  after  ill  sug- 
gestion of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  ordei  »aslMd 
on  the  table. 
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DIVISION    OF  WARDS. 

A  report  came  up,  with  ordinance  establishing 
a  asw  division  of  this  city  into  tweiuy-f  our  wards 
(City  Document  No.  105),  with  sundry  amend- 
ments taereio. 
The  question  was  upon  concurrence. 
Alderman  Steboius— 1«  it  the  intention  ot  the 
Oummittee  to  consider  this  matter  tonight  and  to 
have  ii  specially  assigned?  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  should  consider  it  at  a  special  meeting  tome 
time  curiae;  the  week. 

Alderman  Quincy— So  far  M  I  am  concerned  I 
have  no  objection  to  acting  upon  the  amendments 
at  the  presi-nt  time.  I  bavo  examined  them,  ami 
1  do  not  oppose  them,  although  I  agiee  with  tae 
gentleman  from  Ward  1,  in  the  Council,  that  they 
first  put  certain  gentlemen  back  with  their  friends. 
Certain  gentlemen  who  happen  to  have  influence 
at  Citv  Hall  requested  tube  pur  bac*  with  their 
friends,  and  the  a'teration>  balancing  each  other, 
and  theie  being  no  leniouttrants,  I  shall  not  ad- 
vise the  Board  co  ion-concur,  <-rd  I  congrat- 
ulate the  gentlemen  who  got  the  amend- 
ments. If  a  diffeieot  scheme  is  to  be 
offered  here,  1  hope  tbe  Board  will  take  time 
enough  to  consider  it  on  its  merits,  a.ul  decide 
first,  thai  it  is  better  tUau  that  of  the  committee, 
which  I  think  give-:  general  satisfaction,  although 
Iamnotbiitd  to  tie  fact  that  it  create  local 
dissatisfacfon,  and  vtuich  has  passed  the  other 
branch  ;  and  then  uecine  whether  it  is  worth  while 
to  atneou  it  and  -end  it  baik  to  tbe  other  branch, 
and  run  the  risk  ot  having  no  division  of  the 
wards  this  year.  Unleas  some  peutlemuu  does 
not  understand  the  amendments  which  have 
passed  the  other  branch  I  can  see  no  ob- 
lection  to  acting  upon  tbeui  at  the  present  time. 
I  move  that,  the  Board  concur  with  the  o  bei 
branch  in  the  amendments. 

At  the  request  of  Aid  rmau  Quincy  the  Chair- 
man read  the  repoit. 

Alderman  Quincy— 1  move  that  the  ordinance  be 
real  by  it*  trie,  aud  I  stiouhl  like  to  ask  it  there 
is  any  bbjectioi  to  our  actnia  this  evening  upon 
the  amendments  passed  by  the  other  branch?  If 
Aldermen  desiie  explanations,  tbe  committee  will 
give  them;  it  tney  desire  more  iufoniiatioe,  I 
have  no  objection  to  us  going  over. 

Aldermin  Prsscott— At  this  late  hour,  1  hope 
the  Board  will  let  the  whole  matter  lie  over  till 
the  next  meeting,  that  tiuther  time  may  bt  given 
to  members  to  consider  the  Subject,  and  that  we 
may  have  sufficient  time  at  the  next  meeting  to 
discuss  it.  Anticipating  that  some  changes  might 
be  made  in  the  report  by  tin  other  branch,  I  do 
not  take  roeeial  pa. ns  to  examine  the  ulan  until 
the  other  branch  had  acted  upon  it.  I  find  that 
thev  have  substantially  adopted  ths  plan  of  the 
committee,  by  which  are  made  veiy  great  and 
radical  changes  iu  tbe  ward  lines.  It  is  a  question 
in  my  mino  wheth:r  such  changes  are  required; 
whether  it  is  nor  best  to  preserve  our  lorme  ward 
lines  more  neat  ly  than  they  have  been  by  the  reuort 
of  the  committee  and  the  actiou  of  the  Common 
Council.  Some  parties,  who  have  had  experience 
in  the  tormer  division  of  wards  and  in  whom  I 
have  the  greatest  confidence,  have  suggested 
changes  that,  with  ths  Punted  amount  of  nmel 
have  given  the  matter,  commend  themselves  to 
my  judgment.  I  should  like  furiher  time  t>  con- 
sider the  subject,  which  i*  ote  of  the  most  in,  por- 
tam  niatteis  that  has  come  before  the  Ciw 
Council  this  year.  I  think  there  i«  a  deep  feeling 
in  sooie  wards  that  radical  changes  have  been 
made  without  any  necessity  for  thcm  beingshown. 
I  think  it  can  ce  shown  that  the  old  lines 
cao  he  more  nearly  retained  as  they  were  ano  tbe 
nunibe.  of  voters  in  the  rest  eclive  wanis  made 
more  nearly  equal  than  thev  are  bv  the  commit- 
tee's report.  I  believe  the  whole  subject  will 
afford  food  tor  thought  aud  teflection,  and  I  move 
that  further  consideration,  of  it  be  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  regular  m-.etiog  of  the  Board, 
at5P.  M. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Nert  Monday  is  the  day 
before  the  annual  state  election,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary that  th's  work  shall  be  done  within  the  next 
lee  days.  The  registrars  want  to  begin  their  work 
on  the  day  after  the  State  election.  Tber* 
is  a  vast  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in 
getting  the  voting  lists  ready  for  the  new 
wa'ds.  If  the  Aldeiuen  will  consent  to  come 
together  in  tbe  middle  of  the  «eek,  I 
tbiuk  we  shall  be  able  to  acqu  int  ourselves 
with  the  merits  of  the  amendments  and  perl  aps 
some  additional  changes  may  be  made.  Certainly 
the  Jaujendmrtjts  adopted  in  the  other  branch 
command    themselves  to    mv   judgment.    I  have 


been  shown  another  plan  during  the  day,  which 
looks  well  on  paper,  and  il  the  figur.s  will  bear  it 
out,  it  certainly  will  be  bet'er  foi  th°  central  por- 
tion of  the  city  than  that  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  think  we  ought  to  decide 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  othei  branch 
whether  we  shall  s*n1  it  back  to  :hem  or  not,  and 
iu  that  view  1  snail  support  the  suggestion  for  a 
special  meeting.  It  wid  save  a  good  deal  ot  lime 
if  we  decide  whether  we  shall  ace  pt  suhsta  tial- 
ly  what  thev  have  nassed,  or  send  it  bacx  to  them 
with  further  aoiejdments.  Io  that  view  I  hope 
the  Boar>i  will  come  together  again  ana  give  the 
subject  two  or  three  hours'  consideration. 

Alderman  Worthington— Iain  decideuly  in  favor 
of  considering  the  matter  tonight.  We  are  all 
hers  togeth'-r,  and  there  is  time  euough  between 
this  aim  morning.  It  is  a  very  important  matter 
to  be  settled,  and  ctrtainly  if  we  are  going  to 
meet  again  before  Thursday  night,  we  migot  as 
well  stay  here  no  v.  Members  of  this  Board  will 
be  engaged  ou  committees  up  to  seven  o'clock 
every  evooing.  For  myself,  1  am  enii.ely 
satisfied  with  the  report  as  made  bv  the 
committee.  I  ttink  they  have  do  e  won- 
derfully well  when  you  consider  tbe  sub- 
ject committed  to  them.  There  is  no  objection 
to  the  amendo  entsofferej  to  the  Highland  wards; 
it  was  not  light  to  s-md  cei  tain  wen  out  to  West 
Rcxbuiy,  and  the  amendments  made  by  the  other 
branch  are  lath-.r  «n  impiovemeot,  although  I 
should  have  consented  to  vote  lor  the  report  as 
mace.  In  regard  >o  breaking  up  old  ward  lines, 
I  consider  that  a  decided  advautage.  Tte  city 
has  been  run  a  1  controlled  by  rings  under  the 
old  wauls,  and  the  quicker  we  bieak  up  rings  in 
this  City  Government  the  quicker  we  shall  have  a 
govei'atiient  run  upon  its  merits  and  not 
by  iings.  I  consider  the  -stablishment  of 
ne  v  ward  lines  one  of  the  gre?.test  ad- 
vantages of  the  coaimittee's  repoit.  I  know  there 
is  p.  great  improvement  in  the  Highlands,  and  I 
believe  it  is  so  in  the  whole  city  of  Boston.  I  be- 
lieve-we  cannot  do  bettei  than  to  pass  it  as  it  is. 
The  more  yon  look  into  it,  the  mor*  you  will  see 
the  advantages  ot  having  new  ward  lines  ojee  in 
ten  years.  I  believe  we  shoult  have  a  change 
once'in  five  years;  but  the  Legislature  says  mice 
in  ten,  and  now  let  us  have  it.  I  can  see  very 
great  advantages  in  having  tbe  Representatives 
coming  from  difffrett  sections  ol  the  new 
wards.  I  am  surprised  at  the  skill  aid 
judgment  exercised  bv  the  committee  in  making 
up  the  wards  as  they  have  done,  and  I  am  in  favor 
or  conctirting  with  the  Council,  so  that  the  people 
may  kcow  what  is  to  be  done  at  the  municipal 
election,  which  is  vastly  more  important  to  the 
citiz-ns  of  Boston  than  is  the  annual  State  elec- 
tion, tor  we  spend  a  gieat  deal  moie  money  and 
do  a  great  deal  moie  busioess  than  the  Ltgisla- 
tu-edoes.  We  should  act  upon  the  matter  at 
once  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  wa  dp. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  has  spoken 
of  the  skill  and  judgment  of  the  c^a  mittee  aid 
of  theii  having  done  the  vorfc  so  well.  1  don't 
know  hot,  after  thorough  investigation,  that  that 
may  he  the  opinion  of  this  Board;  but  I  want 
me'ibrts  to  take  time  and  see  to  it  th»t  the  work 
has  been  done  well.  Idoo'tdesite  to  find  fault 
with  the  C"m mittee;  I  know  it  is  impossible  to 
suit  all.  I  have  see,  no  suggestions  or  plan  that 
would  disturb  me,  and  if  there  was  sueh  a  one  1 
would  r>e  the  last  to  sav  anything  about  it.  But 
there  ha^  been  a  serious  cbau<re  in  the  ward 
lires,  aud  the  Hues  of  several  wards  a  e  made 
very  in  f  gular  without  any  teal  cause.  I  believe  the 
voters  io  tbe  hesrt  ot  the  city  can  be  apportioned 
with  much  more  leg  ,lar  waul  lines  than  is  pro- 
posed on  tbe  aiap  now  before  us.  It  is  important 
that  this  matter  should  he  attended  to  as  soon  as 
possible ;  but  it  i«  of  still  greater  importance  that 
we  assure  out  selves  bevond  a  doubt  that  this  work 
is  done  well.  I  have  no  objection  to  a  special 
meeting  this  week  if  it  is  thought  desirable,  but, 
for  one,  I  should  like  more  time  than  I  have  had 
to  considei  the  subject. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  plan  ox  the  committee 
generallv  commends  itself  to  my  judgment,  and 
the  amei  dmeria  made  in  the  Council  seem  to  be 
generally  satisfactory.  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  the  anei  dments,  and  I  hope  tbe  Board  will 
vote  upon  ttiRoj ;  and  if  there  are  any  amend- 
monts  emb  dying  the  plan  which  has  oeen  lefer- 
red  to,  I  hope  they  will  be  offered  and  printed, 
a~3d  the  subject  laid  over  till  Thuisday  evening. 
I  hope  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  t  >  compare 
both  plans. 
Aldeiman   Quincy — If  the   motion  to  specialty 
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assign  be  lost,  at  d  the  amendments  bs  concurred, 
in,  I  will  renew  the  motion  to  specially  assign  to 
any  time  that  will  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
Board. 

alderman  Stebbins— I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
an  error  in  Ward  18,  giving  the  boundary  by  the 
middle  of  Marcella  street  to  Washington  street, 
thenee  by  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to 
Seaver  ■street.  Now,  Seaver  street  does  not  run 
through  from  Walnut  avenue  to  Washington 
street,  and  some  street  must  ue  named  to  take  the 
place  of  Townsend  streer,  as  reported  by  the,  com- 
mittee. Whether  it  should  take  in  Egle  ton 
square  or  not,  I  don't  know.  This  amendment 
provides  that  the  line  shall  run  by  the  line  of 
Seaver  street.  I  oil  atteotion  to  the  fact  to  show 
tbat  there  mav  be  errors  in  the  report.  To  hurry 
it  through  tonight  would  hardly  be  the  thing. 

Alderman  Power — I  assure  gentlemen  who  are  so 
desirous  of  having  a  good,  loag  night's  work,  that 
they  have  it  heie  before  them  without  meddling 
with  this  question.  I :  think  it  is  very  unreasonable 
to  expect  this  Board  to  take  up  this  matter  and  act 
upon  aud  settle  it  tonight.  Ne  shoold  have  all 
tie  time  we  possibly  can,  as  much  as  a  week  at 
least.  I  have  not  looked  at  it  for  the  reason  sug- 
gested by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9,  that  I  an- 
ticipated changes.  If  I  am  to  vote  on  it,  I  want 
to  know  what  I  am  voting  upon.  I  don't  believe 
in  having  a  special  meeting  for  this  purpose. 
I  have  one  meeting  that"  will  take  all  day 
tomorrow,  and  another  on  Wednesday,  and  the 
Paving  Committee  generally  meets  o^  Thursday. 
We  ougl  t  to  have  a  Whole  week  to  considei  the 
matter.  It  is  justly  considered  very  imoortiat, 
and  we  ought  to  *iave  as  much  time  as  we  possi- 
bly can.  We  should  rectify  it  wherever  we  think 
it  is  wiong,  no  matter  what  the  consequences  are. 
We  have  many  matters  brought  up  here  with  the 
argument  toat  they  must  bt  done  at  a  certain 
time,  or  certaio  cDosequences  will  follow.  No 
member  of  tbe  Bosrd  should  vote  on  this  matter 
unless  he  thinks  it  is  right.  I  hope  the  matter 
will  lie  over  till  the  next  meeting. 

ALdecman  Bigelow — I  trust  it  will  lie  over  fill 
the  next  meeting.  I  don't  reel  quite  compete.it  to 
vote  upon  it.  I  have  n't  had  time  to  give  it  that 
careful  attention  that  I  believe  it  deserves. 

Alderman  Wonbington — I  hope  we  shall  act  on 
tlie  amendments  first,  and  then  we  shall  have  so 
much  done.  The  Council  acted  wisely  by  first 
adopting  Wards  1  and  2.  Let  us  do  as  much.  Let 
us  concur  in  the  amendments,  and  then  we  know 
where  we  are  going  to  start. 

Aldeiman  Quincy — I  must  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion to  specially  assign  for  the  next  meeting.  I  do 
not  wish  to  rush  it  through  tonight,  and  lam  will- 
ing to  allow  time;  but  the  report  ha5,  given  gen- 
eral satisfaction— although  there  is  some  local  dis- 
satisfaction, I  shall  vote  agaiist  actmg  on  the 
whole  matter  tonight,  but  I  shall  favo"  acting  oa 
the  amendments.  I  think  we  should  take  some 
action  before  the  aext  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hardly  think  anything 
will  be  gamed  by  a  special  meetiog  oa  Thursday, 
for  it  we  meetatthr^e,  four  or  five  o'clock  and 
mako  any  changes,  tbe  Council  would  not  be 
reaclv  to  acr  upon  them,  but  woul  ■  want  the  full 
report  before  thfin.  If  we  assign  it  to  the  next 
regular  meeting  we  can  examine  these  amend- 
ments and  act  advisedly.  We  should  have  full 
time  to  consider  i.ew  plans  that  have  been  sug- 
gested, some  ot  which  1  consider  a  great  mipiove- 
meot  on  that  of  the  committee. 

The  ruotioo  of  Alderman  Piescott  was  lost— 5 
for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  move  that  the  subject  be 
assigned  a  special  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening  at  seven  o'clock. 

Alderman  Powe'— I  move  to  substitute  Thurs- 
day evening. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  hope  that  v  ill  not  prevail. 
I  do  not  expect  the  Council  to  consider  it  on  the 
evening  it  reaches  them,  md  if  we  get  it  Lack  to 
them  on  Thursday  we  shall  gain  one  week's  time. 

Aldermaa  Power— The  gentleman  put  it  an 
hour  earlier  on  Thursday  evening;  but  I  have  city 
business  to  atteud  to  that  will  take  up  all  my 
time.  I  want  more  time  to  consider  tbQ  subject. 
If  gentlemen  desire  to  deprive  me  of  the  privilege 
of  voting  upou  it  you  can  do  so,  I  have  had  a 
chancs  to  look  at  the  general  plan,  but  I  know 
nothing  about  the  amendments.  It  is  preposter- 
ous to  uadertake  to  settle  this  Hi  a  tew  days.  How 
did  the  Council  arrive  at  their  conclusion?  By 
consulting  with  the  people  in  the  different  wards. 
I  cannot  rely  upon  my  o  xn  judgment.  I  have 
been  approached  by  some   of   the   best    people 


in  Boston,  in  whom  I  have  good  reason  ci  have 
confidence,  and  suggestions  have  been  raaae  of 
changes  that  I  want  time  to  consult  about.  No- 
body supposes  we  are  goiDg  to  undertake  to  settle 
this  matter  in  a  day  or  t  wo. 

Alderman  Wo  thiosfton— I  am  prepared  to  vote 
now.  We  should  begiu  and  go  as  far  as  we  can ; 
then  if  an  Alderman  wants  information  in  regard 
toawaid  let  him  ask  for  if.  It  is  a  great  work, 
and  let  us  begin  it,  and  not  postpone  the  whole 
thing  because  of  the  amendments  adonted. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  to  assign  it  to  th9 
next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board,  at  7  P.  M. 
Lost— 6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Power  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  prevailed,  and 
the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  a  special 
meetiug  on  Wednesday  evening  at  seven  o'clock — 
9  for,  2  against. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  teceiveo  from  the  Sheriff  for 
$1753.12  for  expenses  of  Suffolk  County  Jail  for 
October. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  has  been  customary 
to  pass  this  matter  without  reference  to  a  com- 
mittee ;  but  x  think  some  committee  of  this  Board 
sbouli  look  into  it.  Itherefoie  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

Alderman  Stebbins— What  oower  would  the 
committee  have  in  the  determination  of  the  mat- 
ter? 

Alderman  Worthington — The  power  of  telling 
us  wc ether  the  bills  were  correct  o.  not. 

The  Chairman  read  the  certificate  of  lhe  Auditor 
cf  Accounts  and  of  their  correctness  wtich  is  ap- 
pendel  to  the  requisition. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed. 

LAND    DAMAGES,    ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  laud  damages  as  follows: 

David  Kingsley,  $242.06,  widemng  ot  Foster 
street,  Brighton,  in  1873,  upon  his  payiog  such 
betterme'jts  as  have  been  assessed  to  bis'estate 
for  said  widening. 

Fritza,  wife  of  H.  M.  Nelson,  $735,  widening  of 
Harrison  avenue. 

Beojamin  A.  Brown,  $275,  widening  of  Bowdoin 
street,  (including  grade  dam'ages.) 

Severally  read  once. 

Order  to'  pay  John  Learrard  $3262,  for  land  a  Jd 
grade  damage?  by  widening  of  Washington  street, 
Biightou,  in  1S73,  and  repealing  the  order  of  this 
Board  of  July  19, 1875,  to  pay  John  Larnard  $3662 
for  said  widening.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  betterment  assessment  of  §90 
laid  upon  the  estate  of  ihe  heirs  of  Tboma?.  Mont- 
gomery, 158  Summer  street,  for  the  widening  of 
said  treet,  by  an  order  ot  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  Dec.  14, 1874,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  for  cause,  abated  in  full. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harri;  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Commiitee  on  Sewers: 

Report  ot  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
James  Baker  for  abatement  or  assessmeot  for 
;ewer  in  Bird  stiee' ,  Ward  16.    Accepted. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Monday  next  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  on  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  in  Curtis  street,  West  Roxou.-y.  and  in 
Maynard  street.    Severally  pissed. 

Orders  for  tbe  c  nstrucriou  of  sewers  as  follows : 
In  Terrace  stteet  an;:  in  Xew  Heath  street,  from 
Terrace.aod  Pynchon  streets;  in  Maywood  street; 
in  Clinton  street,  between  Commercial  street  and 
Allan  ic  ,i  venue.    Severally  tead  twice  and  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  fiom 
the  Committee  on  I'aving. 

Repoit  iu  (atror  ot  granting  permit  to  M. 
Elli-.  &  Co.  to  move  wooden  building  trom  Tuck- 
er's wharf  to  130  Medford  stieet,  on  the  usual  cou- 
diii  'lis  and  upon  cotoition  that  the  street  shall 
not  be  occupied  by  the  builc.ing  longer  tbau  one 
day  and  uight. 

Alderman  Wonhiugtoa  inquired  what  ma 
meat  t  by  "one  day  and  uight.'' 

Alderman  Pover  reoiied  tbat  it  was  a  clerical 
error,  and  that  "twenty-four  successive  hours" 
was  intended.  On  his  motion  the  words  "twenty- 
four  sue  essiw  hours'"  were  substituted  for  "one 
day  and  night,"  and  lhe  report  as  amended  was 
accepted. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  John  Berghco 
the    sun    of   $1000,   for    sprinkling    portion's   of 
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Brighton  avenue.  Western  avenue,  Harrison 
avenue,  Washi  igtoo  and  Market  streets,  Brighton, 
during  the  past  reason ;  said  sum  vo  he  charged  to 
the  appiopriitiou  tor  Paving. 

Alderman  I 'own-  explained  that  the  paities 
went  ahead  early  in  the  season  and  contracted  tor 
the  work,  which  had  since  been  done,  but  without 
the  sanction  ot  the  committee,  who  favored  the 
paving  of  one  third  the  expense  by  the  city.  As 
the  committee  were  willing  to  pav  this  amount 
early  in  the  sea.  on,  they  now-ieport  the  order. 

The  order  was  ie»d  twi^e  end  passed. 

Report  of  leave  to  witbdraw  on  petition  of 
Daniel  Kennedy  et  at.,  for  wages  due  thein  for 
paving  Atlantic  avenue  and  other  streets,  tor  be 
reasou  that  the  city  is  not  liable  for  the  debts  of 
the  contractor  who  paved  the  streets  named  iu 
the  petition.    Accepted. 

Oder  establishing  the  le vised  grade  of  War- 
ren and  Mai.,  streets,  Thompson  square,  in 
Cha'  lestown,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  in 
City  Sin  veyor's  office,  dated  Oct.  7, 1875,  and  di- 
recting the  Supeiintendent  of  Sireets  to  reset  the 
eogbstones  on  said  streets  accoioi  g  10  said  grade 
ana  reoave  a  portion  ot  the  roadway  and  sidewalk, 
at  an  estimattd  cost  ot  §800.  R3ad  twice  and 
passed 

Report  and  order  foi  the  grading  and  macada- 
niizi  >g  ot  Dexter  street,  as  recently  laid  out  by 
the  Street  Commissioners,  Iroeu  Dorc ties ter  ave- 
nue to  Ellery  street,  and  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones  and  pave  the  gutters.  Order  lead  twice 
and  p«ssed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  De 
directed  to  remove  the  tree  obstructing  the  side- 
walk in  front  or  the  estate  ot  the  late  Benjamin 
Hosley  on  Dorchester  avenue,  and  to  grade  aud 
pave  said  sidewalk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sioewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company  on  Sixth  street,  near  P  street; 
and  of  estates  ou  northerly  side  of  West  Chester 
paik,  west  of  Columbus  avenue.  Orders  re.d 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  tor  edgestones  ia  front  of 
estate  of  S.  W.  Leonard  on  Neponset  i.venue, 
near  Mill  street.    Order  read  twice  anj  passed. 

Reports  and  ordeis  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
ot  estates  of  Reuben  Greene  on  Dale  street,  Rox- 
buiy;  Donald  Kenuedy,  on  Waverley  street;  A. 
Folsom,  on  Longwood  avenue;  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Lawrence  stieet,  iu  tne  rear  of  Chandler 
street;  B.  P.  Palmer,  17  Brighton  street,  Charles- 
town;  David  H.  Blaney,  Meridian  street,  cornel 
ot  Wnite  street ;  ot  estates  Nos.  30  and  32  Parker 
street,  Chat  lestown.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  City  Collector  abate 
the  assessment  of  $30.03  for  edgestones  and  side- 
walk against  the  estate  of  Mary  Bairv  on  Bolton 
street,  Sojth  Boston,  she  being  unable  to  pay  said 
assessment.    Order  read  twice  and  passecf. 

Report  and  order  that  the  City  Collector  abate 
the  assessment  ot  $13.05  tor  edgestones  against 
the  estate  of  John  Shanoahan  on  Short  street, 
Ward  22,  the  neirs  of  said  estate  1  eing  unable  to 
pav  the  same.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  De  directed  r« 
abate  the  sum  of  $13.28  from  the  amount  a-sessed 
J.  P.  and  P.  L.  Converse  for  edgestones  in  Hano- 
ver avenue,  said  abatement  being  for  error  in 
measurement. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthhvton  submitted  reports  from 
thp  Co  omittee  on  Health  on  the  pait  or  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  toe  following  petitions  for 
leave  to  occupy  stables:  John  Bieunan,  Church 
street.  Ward  10;  John  McMoriow,  Gibson  street, 
near  Brooke  street;  Moul  ton  &  Pearson,  628  Shaw- 
inut  avenue.    Severally  accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Woithiugton  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Oommittee  on  Claims: 

Leave  to  Withdraw.  Reports  of  leave  to  with- 
draw on  petitions  of  Michael  Cairoll,  to  be  paid 
for  damages  to  his  estate  ou  Union  avenue,  Ward 
17,  by  the  breaking  of  i  culvert;  Standaid  Laun- 
dry Machine  Company  of  New  York,  to  be  paid 
for  infringement  ot  theirpatents  by  certain  agents 
of  the  city  of  Boston;  and  John  A.Kemp  to  be 
compensated  for  damages  to  ois  estate  caused  by 
a  defective  sevter  in  Kemp  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted.   Sent  down. 

Claim  Settled.  Report  on  petition  of  Mary 
Noonan  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 


caused  by  defect  in  Federal-street  Bridge,  recom- 
mending the  paesage  ot  the  foliowiug: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mary  Noo  nan,  in  compensation  for  personal  in- 
juries received  bv  her  ou  account  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  Federal-street  Bridge,  the  sum  of  $600, 
upon  her  giving  to  the  citv  a  release  aim  dis- 
charge, satisfactory  to  the  Citv  Solicitor,  fro  n  all 
carnages,  co-ts  and  expenses  incurred  by  her  in 
consequence  of  the  defective  co  dition  of  said 
bridge;  said  sum  fo  o°  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Budges. 

Aide  man  Hhiris— Ideure  some  ex  lanation  of 
that  oder.  Berig  on  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  1 
would  like  to  know  oo  v  we  have  been  negligeot. 

Alderman  Worthingtou-It  is  a  Case  *<here  the 
city  was  very  seriously  at  fault.  It  seems  that  on 
the  6th  of  May,  as  a  wagon  on  which  the  petitioner 
was  seated  was  passmg  over  the  briuge,  the  oraw 
became  unhitched  anu  ran  oac"  three  or  rour  feet 
—one  witne-s  testified  that  it  went  back  six  test- 
letting  the  fore  wheels  drop  down  between  toe 
draw  aud  the  bridge,  by  which  the  petitioner  was 
seriously  injured,  and  it  was  a  question  whether 
she  would  livethrniuh  her  subsequent  sickness. 
Fortunately,  <-he  is  now  oetter,  ani  has  consented 
to  settle  toe  case  for  $600.  That  the  city  was  at 
fault  is  proved  by  the  supeiintendent  of  the 
bridge,  »no  testified  that  he  had  once  r-r  twice 
notified  the  Committee  on  Bridges  that  the  catch 
that  held  tie  dra;~.  ju  its  place  was  defective.  He 
had  mended  it  himself,  but  this  time  it  sliDped 
trom  the  hole  and  allowed  the  draw  to  separate 
from  the  bridge. 

Alderaoan  Pover— I  nope  that  order  will  He 
over.  I  have  just  heard  what  u  news  to  me.  As 
chairman  ot  the  Committee  in  Bridges,  I  have 
nev-r  received  any  such  notice  as  has  been  alluded 
to.  I  don't  know  but  some  other  member  of  ihe 
committee  may  have  received  such  notice. 

Alderman  Worthingtoo — I  trust  the  older  will 
not  lie  over.  The.  settlement  is  a  favorable  one 
for  the  city.  The  woo.au  has  not  yet  recovered, 
and  she  nee  B  her  money.  The  committee  feel 
that  they  have  made  a  fair  settlement.  If  the 
Board  waut  to  go  over  the  matter  ann  know  more 
about  this  bridge,  I  will  oring  up  tte  witnesses 
that  were  before  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Alderman  Power— If  it  was  the  sort  of  evidence 
that  has  ceen  i  ef  erred  to,  I  think  it  had  better  lie 
over,  because,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  I  have  never  received  any  such  notice. 
I  would  like  to  see  that  Superintendent  who  gave 
me  the  notice. 

Alderman  Qnincy— I  can't  see  what  ciffereuce 
it  would  make  whether  the  committee  were  noti- 
fied or  not.  The  bridge  was  ooened  and  the  wo- 
u,aa  was  seriously  injured;  whether  the  commit- 
tee got  the  notice  or  not,  does  n't  affect  the  liabil- 
ity ot  the  city  tor  the  damages. 

Ai dei man  0'B.ien — The  Committee  on  Claims 
hs.d  the  Superintendent,  his  assistants  and  several 
policemen  before  them,  all  of  whom  te  titled  to 
the  detect  m  tn&  bridge.  The  Superintendent  and 
his  assistants  state  i  that  they  rud  notified  the 
proper  authorities  at  City  Hall— I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  the  Commi.tee  on  Bridges  or  some 
othei  officials.  We  thought  it  was  a  very  gooo 
case  for  the  city  to  be  relieved  from.  The  woman 
was  in  rather  a. delicate  situation,  and  it  is  re- 
markable that  the  injury  was  not  more  serious 
than  it  "??as.  We  tound  that  it  was  about  as  rea- 
sonable a  claim  as  we  have  settled  this  year.  I  hooe 
the  order  will  not  be  postponed,  because  in  debat- 
ing tuis  enattei  it  is  shovn  that  somebody  con- 
nected with  the  City  Government  is  very  much  to 
olanii.  Itbiokit  bad  better  stop  where  it  is,  as 
the  detect  h..s  been  teniediea. 

Alderman  Power— The  "proDer  authority"  usu- 
ally notified  in  such  cases  is  the  City  Engineer, 
who  looks  after  the  budges;  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  the  Alderman  is  mistaken  when  he  says 
the  Committee  on  Bridges  wece  notified.  Such 
being  rhe  case,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  passage 
ot  the  oroer. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Pe.  t 
down. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Wortl  ington  offeted  the  following 
from  the  Commiltee  on  Armories: 

Ordered,  That  the  allowance  of  $300  per  annum 
heretofore  paid  for  rent  of  headquarters  for  the 
Fifth  Regiment  of  Infanta),  M^  V.  M.,  at  the 
Wavetley  House  be  disconinued  from  and  after 
the  first  of  July,  A,  D.,  1875,  and  the  same  sum  oe 
allowed  foi  rent  of  headquarters  for  .■'aid  regiment 
at  No.  82  Main  street,  Charlestown,  beginning  on 
the  first  of  July,  A.  D.  1875,  and  continuing  until 
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otherwise  ordered ;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  fro  a-,  the 
Committee  oa  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board, 
in  favor  of  granting  pe  units  to  remove  trees  at 
the  expense  of  petitioners,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  as  follows : 
B.  F.  Stacey  et  al.,  corcer  of  High  and  Elm 
streets;  Joseph  Coolidge  et  al.,  57 Forest  street:  S. 
W.  Shartuck,  47  ChaWes  street;  Augustus  and 
William  Bacon,  13  and  15  Auburn  street ;  Charles 
H.  Hovey,  4  Walnut  avenue.    Severally   accepted. 

COMMERCIAL-POINT  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  sub  nitted  the  followiag,  from 
the  Committee  on  Bridges : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5500  be  appropriated 
for  rebuiioiog  Commercial-Point  Bridge,  sa:d  sum 
to  be  transfeired  for  that  purpose  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Rebuilding  the  D  aw  of  Meiidian- 
street  Bridge. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Strain  Engines  in  favor  of  grantiog 
a  permit  to  Boston  Dyewood  and  Cnemical  Com- 
pany to  locate  two  st  im  eugines  at  wharf  on  Bor- 
der street,  E.  st  Boston.    AccepteJ. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  io  favor  of  granting 
th?  use  of  said  hall  ro  Josiah  G.  Abbott  el  al.,  on 
Oct.  29,  for  a  political  n-eeting.    Accepted. 

PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction : 

School  for  Special  Instruction..  Repoi  t  on  the 
order  in  relation  to  the  establisnment  of  a  school 
fo  special  instruction  in  the  Dwight  District,  rec- 
ommending that  the  subject  be  relerred  to  the 
School  Committee.  Accepter  ana  referred  a3- 
cordiuely.    Sent  down. 

Sewing  in  the  Public  Schools.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
request  of  the  School  Committee  that  the  Cny 
Council  would  establish  an  industrial  school  in 
connection  with  each  o(  the  grammar  schools 
in  which  girls  are  taught,  for  the  purpose 
ox  giving  instruction  in  sewing,  and  to  whom  was 
also  referred  the  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to 
petition  the  General  Court  for  authority  to  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the 
art  of  sewing  in  the  public  school?,  having  care- 
fully considered  the  .-uDject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

At  a  very  early  oate  in  the  history  of  our  pub- 
lic schools  knitting  and  sewiig  arete  taught- by 
the  regular  teachers  to  the  female  pupils  in  the 
primary  schools ;  but  the  present  svstem  of  em- 
ploying special  teachers  to  give  instruction  io.  the 
art  to  certain  classes  of  gids  io  the  gratnmai 
school-'  was  first  introduced  in  1854,  under  an  or- 
der of  the  School  Committee.  No  qutstion  as  to 
the  authority  of  ihe  committee  to  employ  teach- 
ers for  such  a  purpose  was  raised  until  the  present 
year,  when  an  older  was  passed  by  tor  School 
Board,  requesting  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
upon  that  ooint.  A  copy  of  the  opinion  furnish- 
ed under  that  order  is  appended  hereto. 

It  will  be  observe  i  that  the  question  is  confined 
to  the  power  of  the  School  Committee  in  the 
■premises,  and  has  no  reference  to  the  powers  of 
the  City  Council.  There  have  been  numerous  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Common- 
wealth defining  the  powers  of  the  Scl.ool  Commit- 
tee and  also  the  general  powers  of  cities  and 
towns  in  raising  and  expending  money  for  the 
support  of  public  schools,  and  an  sxami cation  of 
those  decisions  shows  cleailv  that,  uuless  special 
authoiity  is  given  by  trie  General  Court,  munici- 
pal corporations  or  tueir  agents  have  no  power  to 
expend  the  public  funds  in  maintaining  schools 
which  are  designed  fir  the  education  of  only  a 
portion  of  the  people.  The  ground  on  which  the 
fegalitv  or  the  sewing  schools,  as  at  present  es- 
tablished, is  defended  is  that  of  "long-established 
and  well-approved  u«age."  But  that  is  insuffi- 
cient. In  stating  the  opinion  of  the  court  on  the 
question  of  appropriating  money  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Fourth  of  July,  Judge  Bigelo.v  said, 
"An  unlawful  expenditure  ot  money  by  a  town 
cannot  be  rendered  valid  by  usage,  however  long 
eo.itinued." 


By  aa  act  pa-sed  in  1872  (chapter  86),  it 
was  provided  mat  the  City  Council  of  any 
city  might  establish  and  maintain  one  or 
more  industrial  schools,  and  raise  aoci  appro- 
priate the  money  necessary  to  render  tbem 
efficient;  and  that  such  schools  when  estab- 
lished should  be  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  Board  of  School  Committee,  »ho  snould 
employ  the  teachers,  prescribe  the  art?,  trades 
and  occupations  to  be  taught  in  such  schools,  and 
should  have  the  general  control  and  management 
©f  them.    The  full  text  of  the  act  is  appenoed. 

Although  this  act  does  nor  appear  to  have  bad 
any  reference  to  the  establishment  of  sewing 
schools,  the  City  Solicitor  is  of  opinion  that  if  the 
City  Council  should  pass  an  order  establishing 
industrial  schools,  ano  should  make  a-  special  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  their  maintenance,  rhe 
School  Couimittbe  could  employ  teachers  to  arive 
instructioa  in  the  art  of  sewing  in  connection 
with  the  regular  course  of  instruction  in  the 
grammar  schools,  or  they  could,  within  the  means 
furnisned  by  the  City  Council,  organize  special 
schools,  not  only  for  that  purpose,  but  for  the 
purpose  ot  teaching  other  arts,  trades  and  occu- 
pations. But  instruction  under  the  industrial- 
schools  act  is  not  made  compulsory  upon  the 
pupils,  as  in  the  case  ot  other  branches  of  in- 
struction authorized  by  the  statutes;  and  in  this 
respect  it  tails  to  furnish  all  that  is  desned  in 
providing  a  course  of  instruction  in  sewing. 

Your  committee  were  impressed  by  the  evidence 
which  was  presented  to  tbem  as  to  the  value  and 
importance  of  the  work  perforn  ed  by  the  in- 
structors in  sewing; at' a  they  are  heanilv  in  favor 
of  continuing  the  instructioa  substantially  in  ac- 
cordance Mith  the  present  system;  but  they  do 
not  think  it  w-'uld  be  advisable  to  do  so  under  ex- 
isting legislation.  If  special  authority  is  obtained, 
the  City  Council  will  not  beooliged  to  give  che 
School  Committee  such  large  powers  iu  the  estab- 
lishment of  other  schools,  and  the  School  Commit- 
tee will  not  be  hampe ted  by  toe  provisions  of  the 
present  statute. 

Your  committee  'would,  therefore,  recommend 
the  passage,  io  anew  draft,  of  the  order  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  a  special  act. 
For  che  committee, 

Charles  J.  Prescott,  Chaitman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  rhe  Mayor  be  reques*ed 
t»  petition  the  General  Court,  at  it;  next  session, 
for  the  passage  ot  an  act  authorizing  the  City 
Council  to  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose  ot 
giving  instruction  in  sewing  to  the  female  pupils 
connected  with  the  Dublic  schools. 

In  School  Committee,  April  27, 1875. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  requested  to 
give  h's  opinion  as  to  the  legal  right  of  this  Board 
to  employ  special  teachers  to  leach  the  art  of 
sewing  iu  the  public  schools  of  the  city. 

Attest:        Barnard  Capen,  Secretary. 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  \ 

2  Pemberton  Square,       > 

Boston,  May  18, 1875. ) 

Sir— I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  the  question  pro- 
posed to  me  by  an  order  of  the  School  Committee, 
adopted  on  tht  27th  ult.,  that  in  my  opinion  it  is 
not  competent  for  the  Board  to  employ  special 
teachers  to  teach  the  art  of  sewing  iu  the  public 
schools.  Ittbis  might  be  done, instructors  may  be 
apaointed  to  teach  all  branches  of  industry.  A 
statute  was  passed  io  the  veai  1862  authoitzing 
the  teaching  of  agriculture  by  lectures,  ot  other- 
wise, in  the  public  schools  in  which  the  School 
Committee  deem  it  expedient;  thus  implying  that 
legislative  permission  was  necessary  to  its  intro- 
duction. Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 
Hon.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Piesideut  of  the  School 

Cottniittee. 

[1872,  c.  S6.] 

Au  Act  to  authorize  Cities  ii.d  Towns  to  establish 

Industrial  Schools. 

The  Citv  Council  of  any  city  and  any  town  may 
establish" and  maintain  one  or  more  iudustnal 
schools  and  raise  and  appropriate  the  money 
necessarv  to  render  them  efficient.  Such  schools 
shall  be  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board 
of  School  Committee  of  tbe  cty  or  town  wherein 
they  are  established,  and  such  board  cball  empljy 
tbe" teachers,  prescribe  the  arts,  tr  des  and  occu- 
pations to  be  taught  iu  such  schools,  and  shall 
have  the  general  coDtrol  and  management  thereof: 
provided,  that  in  co  case  shall  the  expeuse  of  any 
such  school  exceed  tbe  appropriation  specifically 
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made  therefor;  and  provided,  that  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  authorize  the  School  Commit- 
tee of  any  city  or  town  to  compel  any  scholar  to 
study  any  trade,  art  or  occupatioo  without  the 
consent  of  the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  scholar, 
ana  that  attendance  upon  any  such  school  shall 
not  take  the  place  of  the  attendance  upon  public 
schools  required  by  law. 

LICENSES. 

Aklerm&a  Bigelow  submitted  reports  and  or- 
ders from   the  Committeeoi  Licenses, as  follows: 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed— C.  W.  Hall,  32% 
Harvard  street;  J.;S.  Starrett,  28  Sudbury  street 
(tianafer  from  Ceorge  H.  Baob). 

Auctioneer  Licensed— H.  T.  Litchfield, .  629 
Washington  street. 

Bowling  Alley  Liceused^Humpbrey  SullivaD, 
River  stree',  Ward  16. 

Dealers  in  Second  hand  Articles  Licensed— John 
Fitzgsiald  &  Son,  275  Federal  street  (transfer 
from  Stephen  A.  O'Ronrke). 

Billiard  License  Granted— Leverono  Domenico, 
117  North  street;  Edward  Pearson, 712  Washington 
street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— J.  Adams  &  Co.,  At- 
lantic avenue,  near  Commercial  street;  James 
Buckley,  Bartlett  place. 

Wagon  Li cense  Refused— J.  B.  Morris,  32  Fan- 
euil  H..11  square. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— Six  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  Tint  the  license  heietofore  granted  to 
Thomas  F.  O'Neil  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles 
at  No.  115  South  street  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  to  keep  an  intelli- 
gence office  at  751  Washington  street,  now  held  by 
William  E.  Emery,  be  revoked  for  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Amusement  Licenses  Granted— C.  O.  Gott,  to  ex- 
hibit ihe  Cardiff  Giant  at  11  Hanover  strttt; 
Thomas  F.Drohao,  to  give  a  variety  exhibition  at 
John  A.  Andrew  Hall,  Nov.  5;  1 .  H.  Plummer, 
Boylston  Museum. 

Alderman  Burrage— What  is  the  Cardiff  Giant? 
Is  it  a  humbug,  or  something  real? 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  believe  it  is  a  real  bum- 
bug. 

Alderman  Burrago — Then  I  hope  the  Board  will 
not  grant  the  license. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  don't  think  there  is  any 
objection  to  grai  ting  the  license.  It  is  the  same 
statue  that  was  here  gome  years  ago. 

Alderman  Burrage — If  it  is  what  it  purports  to 


be  we  should  grant  the  license ;  if  not,  we  should 
not. 

Alderman  Bigelow—  It  is  the  same  large  stone 
sratue  that  was  here  some  years  ago.  I  saw  it 
then.  There  was  a  question  then  whether  it  was 
genuine  antique  or  modern  antique,  and  I  don't 
Enow  whether  the  question  has  been  settled.  At 
all  events  the  man  has  brought  it  here  again  and 
has  asked  for  a  license  to  exhibit  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— There  may  be  no  harm  in 
letting  the  public  investigate  for  themselves. 

Alderman  Quiocy— It  is  a  plain  case  where  "you 
pays  your  money  and  you  takes  your  choice."  Let 
the  put/lie  have  an  opportunity  to  lecide  whether 
it  is  a  giant  oi  a  statue. 

Alderman  Worthingtoo— It  U  a  question  wheth- 
er we  t-hall  permit  the  public  to  be  humbugged  or 
not.  A  full  history  arid  description  of  the  statue, 
givirg  its  origin  and  the  place  where  the  plaster 
and  composition  were  taken  from,  has  recently 
been  published  in  one  of  our  magazines.  Shall 
we  permit  a  humbng  to  go  on  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  allow 
the  supposition  to  go  abroad  that  it  is  a 
genuiue  .thing?  If  the  Alderman  reports 
that  it  is  a'  real,  genuine  humbug,  and  that  leport 
goes  out  to  the  world,  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
license;  but  if  the  impression  is  to  go  out  that  it 
is  the  genu'ne  statue  of  an  ancient  giant,  I  ob- 
ject. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  that  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  community  like  to  be  humbugged,  and 
if  this  is  i  real  humoug  this  discussion  will  be  a 
good  advertisement  for  it. 

Alderman  Power — I  think  the  Alderman  from 
the  Highlands  bas  n't  got  the  right  idea.  A  man 
has  the  right  to  christen  bis  child  as  he  pleases.  If 
a  man  chooses  to  call  a  block  of  stone  the  Cardiff 
Giant  I  don't  know  that  we  have  anv  right  to  in- 
terfere. 

The  reports  were  accepted. 

BILL  TO  BE  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    bill  or    Knox  &  Angier, 
amounting  to  $150,  for  materials  furnished  the 
water  works,  be  allowed  for  payment  by  the  Audi- 
tor of  Accouot6. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  presented  the  bonds  of 
Charles  E.  Townsend  and  eight  others,  constables, 
which,  beng  duly  certified,  were,  on  his  motion, 
approved  by  the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Specia  meeting  at  seven  o'clock  P.  M.,  bv  vote 
oi  the  last  regular  meeting,  Alderman  Clatk, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

'Co  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  of  S.  & 
I).  Richards,  for  leave  to  move  three  wooden 
buildings  from  393  Bedfora  street  ti  Beach  street, 
Ward  22. 

Park  Barnes  and  over  200  others,  that  the  tracks 
of  the  Metropolitan  B,ailro?,d  in  Bowdoin,  Han- 
cock and  Boston  streets  in  Ward  16  be  removed, 
as  ttiey  are  no  longer  used  by  said  corporation. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Accou:ts,  that  they  had  ex- 
amined the  requisition  of  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk 
County  for  $1753.12  incurred  in  the  maintenance 
and  keeping  of  tbe  jail  forthe  present  month,  aod 
recommending  that  the^same  be  allowed  and  paid. 
Repoit  accepted  and  said  reouisition  approved 
and  ordered  paid. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  took 
up  the  soecial  assignment,  viz.,  repoit  and  ordi- 
nacce  for  a  new  division  of  thr  wards.  (City  Doc. 
105),  with  sundry  amendments  theieco. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  had  proposed,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  call  for  a  consideration  of  tbis  ordinance 
seciion  by  section,  meeting  such  proposed  amend- 
ments as  are  ready  to  be  offered  when  they  come. 
On  reflection  I  have  decided  that  the  true  course 
is  to  take  the  bull  at  once  by  rhe  borns  and  test 
the  animal's  strength  rather  than  to  end.avor  to 
dodge,  avoid  or  postpone  his  attack.  If  there  has 
been  prepared  in  substance  a  plan  which,  in  view 
of  the  whole  situation,  the  Board  shall  decide 
ought  to  oe  substituted  for  an  important  part  of 
the  committee's  work,  then  far  he  it  from  me  iq  a 
matter  of  this  importaoce  to  ask  tbe  Board  to 
adopt  tire  latter,  because  the  former  may  happen 
from  any  cause  to  be  not  yet  in  shape  to  be  acted 
on.  I  will  endeavor  to  present  as  briefly  as  may  be 
the  views  which  I  think  should  D6  taken  on  the 
question  of  substitution  at  the  present  time,  should 
tbe  Board  decide  to  take  aefinite  actioi  now.  I 
shall  not  oppose  any  motion  for  further  time,  if 
in  the  jiidtjmflnt  of  the  Board  it  is  oesiraole.  This 
leport  was  made  Oct.  7,  and  printed  in  all  the 
papers  next  morning.  After  a  week  it  made  its 
appearance  as  a  cHy  document,  and  alter  another 
week  was  acted  upon.  During  the  fouuight  tbat 
it  was  in  print  certain  discontented  gentlemen  in 
the  exterior  wards  made  up  their  minds  wbar  they 
wanted,  ihey  asked  the  chairman  on  tbe  part  of 
tbe  Council,  who,  by  the  way,  was  continually  an- 
swering such  questions,  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  certam  changes.  Ihey  ceciued  tbat  they 
wanted  those  changes,  and  three  petitions  caoue 
in  asking  for  them.  As  they  balanced  each  other 
very  nearly,  did  not  distuib  the  general  pi  -n,  and 
as  nobody  objected,  they  got  them  with  very  little 
trouble.  But  the  discontented  gentlemen  from 
Ward  6  did  not  yet  know  whai  they  wanteo.  A 
motion  that  the  committee  furnish  map ■■  tor  the 
use  of  the  Council  had  bseu  tabled,  and  ihey  con- 
tented themselves  with  general  opposition.  Had 
they,  like  the  malcontents  in  the  outer  wards,  de- 
vised any  simole  scheme  for  rejoining  their  politi- 
cal friends,  they  might  have  been  successful; 
and  1  have  yet  to  learn  that  they  applied  lor  aid 
were  lefusea  access  to  the  map  m  the  possession 
of  the  cuairman  on  the  part  of  the  Council.  'Ibey 
now  present,  after  the  matte i  has  passed  their 
branch,  a  scheme  not  for  a  simple  compensated 
change  between  two  «ards,  but  au  entirely 
new  plan  for  the  lines  or  the  seven  city 
wards,  which  they  claim  to  be  an  improve- 
ment on  the  committee's  division.  Now, 
mv  point  is  simplv  this:  If,  after  careful 
study,  the  Board  aie  of  the  opinion  that  the  com- 
mittee's division  is  in  itself  a  bad  one,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly their  duty  to  try  whether  the  other 
branch  cannot  be  induced  :o  accept  so ouethiug 
better.  But  it,  on  tbe  other  hand,  the  commit- 
tee's division  is  agreed  to  be  a  fairly  good  one, 
then  it  should  be  ouly  a   most    unmistakable  su- 


periority in  another  which  should  induce  this 
Board  to  make  the  substitution,  at  th«risk,  should 
the  other  branch  con-concur,  of  defeating  or  even 
delaying  to  the  last  moment  the  division  in  the 
present  year.  For  so  far  as  beard  fiom  *e  are 
certainly  justified  in  assuming  tbat  of  the 
seven  warns  .which  it  is  proposed  to  re- 
divide  six  and  three-quarters  are  content 
witn  the  committee's  division.  Sooie  gentle- 
men, I  happen  to  koow,  of  both  political 
parties,  are  more  th».n  content— tb6y  like  ir  and 
they  think  thev  have  got  it.  !No*  will  they  oe 
likely  to  influence  their  representatives  to  g'vs  up 
what  they  like— what  they  think  they  have  got  ana 
what  is  agreed  to  be  fairly  good,  because  a  small 
coterie  ot  gentlemen  in  Ward  6  have  found  some- 
thing better,  which  also  restores  them  to  their  po- 
litical friends?  Wih  it  oe  easy  to  persuade  tbern 
that  it  is  better;  and  should  it  no.  be  veiy  much 
indeed  better  to  justify  this  Board  at  the  present 
time  iu  incurring  all  "the  risk  of  delay  and  pos- 
sible failure  in  order  to  obtain  it?  An  argu- 
ment which  Las  been  veiy  s<rougly  pressed  in 
orivate,  and  which  I  am  willing  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  answering  in  public,  has  been  this: 
Your  lines  are  not  drawn  in  the  interest  of  good 
municipal  government,  while  ours  are.  If  it  is 
meant  that  our  lines  are  drawn  wi:h  a  disregard 
of  wealth,  color,  politics  or  previous  nationality 
ot  the  voters,  it  is  so  stated  in  the  report.  If  it  is 
meant  that  our  lines  favor  one  political  party's 
supremacy  rather  than  another's,  we  can  only 
say  tbat  no  such  result  was  contemplated,  nor  do 
we  yet  believe  that  't  ha«  been  effected.  If  it  is 
meant  (a  suggestion  wmch  I  heard  yesterday  tor 
the  first  time)  that  otr  colorea  citizens  may  be 
enabled  to  send  representatives  of  their  own 
race  to  City  Hall,  gentlemen  will  judge  for 
themselves  whether  and  how  much  this  conse- 
quence is  to  be  deprecated.  If  it  is  meant  that 
gentle  uen  of  position,  intelligence,  high  principle 
and  education,  accustomed  to  act  together  and 
control  certain  d'stricts,  may  now  be  separated 
and  find  tbeuiseUes  lor  the  time  in  minor,  ties, 
this  is  undeniably  true.  That,  takiog  large  and 
comprehensive  views,  such  change  is  necessarily 
in  the  direction  of  bad  sovernmeut,  I  f  >r  one  do 
not  admit.  More  good  is  sometimes  effected  by 
diffusing  a  leaven  througo  rhe  wbole  lump  than  by 
concentrating  iu  order  to  carry  certai"  dismecs. 
leaving  others  hopelessly  bad.  Active  mioontie.-, 
if  of  the  better  element,  exert  a  poweiful  influ- 
ence tor  good,  and  such  an  occasional  shaking  up. 
if  I  may  use  such  a  simile,  as  desttoys  tbe  old  and 
allows  the  formation  of  new  political  crystalliza- 
tions, is  by  no  means  an  evil,  though  I  am  aware 
that  this  is  hard  to  he  realized  by  gentle- 
men who  think  that  they  see  power  which 
toev  kuow  that  tbey  have  exercised  in  behalf 
of  good  government,  slipping  awav  from  them. 
To  those  who  a  e  so  excited  by  such  prospect  as 
to  prophesy  that  the  proposed  changes  »i'l  go 
tar  to  inaugurate  a  reis.u  of  co.-rumion,  compara- 
ble only  to  that  ot  Tweefi  in  Ne.v  Yoik,  I  hardly 
think  that  it  is  necessdiy  to  pay  much  attention. 
If  I  have  shown  that  the  proposed  substitute  is 
not  necessarily  an  improvement,  because  it  ad- 
heres more  closely  to  old  lines,  it  remains  to  con- 
sider ft  hat  weight  should  be  attached  to  its  greater 
regularity  or  symmetry  of  appearance  upon  the 
map.  It  should  be  reiiieoibeted  tint  ward  lines 
are  not  tangible  and  teal  like  those  ot  a  park,  a 
pond  or  a  building.  They  are  imaginai y  only,  and 
serve  to  indicate  to  certain  voters  where  and 
with  -  horn  thev  shall  exercise  their  political 
rights.  If  local  inteiests  in  our  city  were  narrow 
and  sharpie  defined  —  clearly  different,  for  in- 
stance, in  one  small  district  from  its  immediately 
surrouudiug  ueigbbors— then  a  different  eletuei  t 
would  present  itself  for  co;  sidtration.  But  it.  as 
I  claim,  the  differenceot  'ocal  lrterest-  is  cor.fi  i  e 
to  large  sections,  the  fact  that  smaller  subdivi- 
sions are  made  with  areater  or  less  regularity  up- 
on the  mao.privided  that  they  contain  as  nemu 
as  mav  be  an  equal  number  of  voters,  is  a  matte* 
of  small  importance.  One  regretable  mistake,  ot 
which  it  is  as  well,  perhaps,  that  a  public  expla- 
nation snouid  oe  made,  is  the  following :  The  cen- 
sors fumishe  i  the  cotrrnittee  with  a  large  man 
and  list  of  totals,  ana  after  the  committee  hail 
held  two  or  three  sessions  :;  mi  blocktd  out  much 
of  the  work,  they  came  to  us  with  a  second  ami 
smaller  mac  and  different  list,  stating  the  first  to 
be  in  reliable.  Of  course,  so  much  work  was  lost. 
and  t»e  committee  recommecced  rfe  novo.  By 
carelessness  for  which  r>e  desires  sincerely  to 
apologize,  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil handed  in  to  the  Clerk  the  larger  roll  contain- 
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ing  tue  first  aocl  erroneous  map.  1  discovered  the 
error,  but  not  in  time  to  save  the  gentleman  at 
work  upon  the  substiiuie  much  useless  labor. 

I  do  not  doubt  tliat  tbe  Board  will  decide  be- 
tween the  committee's  scheme  and  the  substitute 
with  a  single  eve  to  the  city's  interest,  and  I  de- 
sire to  make  no  appeal  ou  behalf  of  the  committee 
for  any  support  which  the  facts  and  tbe  situation 
do  not  justify. 

Alderman  Ftescott—  the  Aldetman  from  the 
Fourth  Ward  has  refeired  to  a  substitute  for  the 
report  of  the  committee,  which,  I  belifave,  has  not 
yet  been  presented  to  tbe  Board  10  oue  torn, 
although  it  may  have  been  shown  to  individual 
members  of  the  Board.  Inasmuch  as  he  a-cribes 
only  sinister  motives  to  the  parties  who  believe- 
ana  honestly,I  thiak,  — toat  a  cbauge  can  be  made 
for  tbe  better — 

Alderman  Quincy — If  the  Alderman  will  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him.  Be  misunaers tood  me  if  he 
understood  me  to  ascribe  sinister  motives.  The 
gentlemen,  I  said,  cesire  to  join  their  political 
Frieods,  vhich  is  very  natural ;  but  that,  I  think, 
pan  hardly  be  desciibed  as  a  sinister  motive. 

Alderman  Prescott-It  seems  10  me  that  this 
question  is  before  us  in  this  shape:  Certain 
memoers  of  the  Ciiy  Council  aod  other  persons, 
not  members  of  tne  City  Council,  have,  since  they 
have  bad  an  opportunity  to  examine  tbe  maps 
upon  wnk'h  tne  committee's  rupoit  w*s  based, 
studied  the  matter  thoroughly— as  I  suppose  the 
committee  did— ana  they  reach  conclusions  differ- 
ent trum  those  ot  the  commuter ;  nud  I  under- 
stand i  hat,  for  some  reason  or  otbe.',  they  reach 
diff-rent  figure*.  It  will  be  well,  therefore,  it 
seems  to  a,e,  that  we  should  commence  the  mat- 
ter from  the  beginning,  at  least  from  the  ti  ne 
when  the  leport  was  first  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mon Council.  The  report  was  first  introduced,  I 
believe,  on  the  7th  cf  October,  ordsreo  to 
be  printeo,  and  specially  assigu»d  for 
the  next  meeting  of  in.-.  Council  on  Oct.  14. 
At  tus>  meeting  of  the  Council  held  October  14  an 
order  was  introduced  to  the  effect  that  the  Com- 
mitt-e  on  ihe  Division  of  Wards  should  b^  re 
quested  to  furnish  to  the  Council  copies  of  the 
maps  used  by  them  and  showing  the  number  of 
voteis  in  the  different  parts  or  tne  city.  The 
chairman  of  tbe  committee  on  the  part  ot  tbe 
Council  oppo  ed  the  passags  of  this  order  ana  it 
was  defeated.  For  what  reason  rhe  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  opposed 
an  o  der  looki  ag  to  the  furnishing  of  {.roper  data 
to  the  body  that  was  to  act  upon  tbe  report,  lsuot 
for  me  to  sav.  I  do  not  know  the  motive;  it 
might  have  been  the  purest,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  request  of  even  one  member  of 
the  Cou.  cil  should  have  be^n  sufficient  tonroduee 
all  the  data  that  the  com  mittPe  had.  I  have  un- 
derstood today  that  wheo  the  la9t  division  of 
wards  took  place  in  1865,  there  was  presented  to 
the  City  Council,  at  the  very  same  time  that  the 
committee  submitted  their  report,  a  map  fully 
showing  the  number  of  voters  in  the  diffeient 
squares  or  blocks  of  the  different  wards,  so 
that  each  member  could  see  for  himself  just 
upon  what  figures  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  based.  The  committee  did  not  take 
that  step  this  year.  On  the  contrary,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  opposed  the  request  for  such 
a  map  and  the  tequest  was  not  granted 
During  the  interval  between  the  meetings  of  tbe 
Council  on  Oct.  14  and  th->  last  meeting  on  Oct.  21, 
I  understand  that  several  membeis  ot  the  Council 
l  aquired  at  City  Hall  to  see  the  original  maps 
which  the  committee,  bad  usee ,  but  were  informed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that  the  chair- 
man on  the  part  of  the  other  biarch  had  them  at 
his  office;  and  on  application  to  him  these  parties 
were  refused,  or  the  v  were  not  able  to  examine 
the  maps  as  tbey  desired.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  Oct.  21,  wbich  was  the  last  meeting,  two 
maps  v/ere  p:  oduced  by  the  chaii  man  on  the  part 
of  tne  other  branch  as  those  used  by  tbe  committee. 
Seveial  members  of  the  Council  urged  that  the 
ordinance  for  the  division  of  the  wards  should  not 
be  passed  until  they  had  had  some  opportunity  to 
examine  those  maps  and  see  whether  someim- 
ptovement  in  the  form  of  the  wards,  particularly 
in  the  city  proper,  could  not  be  made.  The  chair- 
mar  on  tbe  part  of  the  Council  again  opposed 
this  request, and  the  ->rdiuance  wasforced  through 
the  Council  on  that  evening.  Within  the  next 
two  or  thiee  dajs  certain  members  of  the  Council 
came  to  City  Hall  and  studied  tbe  maps  that  had 


been  handed  in  by  the  chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  and  discovered  not  only  toat  another  and 
more  r-gular  divisloa  of  that  part  of  the  city  was 
practicable,  but  also  that  tbe  figures  of  the  com- 
mittee's report,  showiug  the  number  of  voters 
in  the  different  wards,  varied  greatlv  from 
the  figures  to  be  obtaiued  by  actual  count 
on  the  maps  before  theon.  This  matter  was  then, 
as  I  understand,  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  and  yesterday  the 
gentlemen  who  h-io  interested  themselves  in  the 
matter  were  rold  that  the  maps  which  had  been 
furnishad  to  the  Cny  Council,  and  upon  which 
they  had  been  making  their  figures,  were  not  the 
maps  which  were  finally  used  by  tbe  committee, 
but  were  it  correct  one  i  which  thev  had  used  at 
first  and  had  abandoned  on  account  of  their  inac- 
curacies. So  it  seems  that  the  maps  which  weie 
furnished  to  the  Commoi  Council  when  the 
ordinance  wa?  forced  through  were  not  those  which 
the  committee  ha,d  finally  btiore  them,  and 
upon  which  their  leport  was  based,  but  they  were 
maps  which  had  been  presented  to  them  at  an 
early  dav  and  wbich  were  afterwards  found  to 
contain  several  errots,  and  consequently  correct 
maps  were  afterwards  furnished  the  commit  ee 
from  which  tee  data  in  their  report  were  made. 
Upon  this  statement  b^ing  made,  the  members  of 
the  Government  and  others  who  had  been  looking 
into  the  matter  naturally  asked  for  and  were  lur- 
nisheo  the  correct  maps,  which  were  brought  to 
City  Hall.  The  map:- fiist  handed  m  ^eretwoin 
number,  iolled  closely  togothei,  -one  mounted  ou 
cloth,  showing  the  old  city,  and  the  other  a  map 
of  Doichester,  West  Roxbury,  etc.,  on  thin  paper. 
These  two  maps,  it  was  said,  weie  put  before  the 
Council  t.y  mistake,  iostead  o*  tbe  twelve  maps, 
one  of  whi.  b  wao  a  latge  one  ou  thin  paper,  u  l- 
mounted,  aod  the  others  of  which  were  «arii  maps 
cut  out  and  mounted  on  thick  white  paper,  which 
could  not  readily  be  rolled  up,  and  to  all  appear- 
ances had  never  been  rolled  uc.  The  figures  on 
i be  first  two  maps  were  in  a  pale  red  ink,  those  on 
the  other  twelve  were  very  heavy  figures  in  very 
black  ink.  Since  these  correct  maps  came  to  City 
Hall  the  City  Clerk  has,  I  unriers  a':d,  caused  a 
careful  count  of  the  voters  iu  Wards  3, 4,  5,  6,  7,  8 
and  9  to  be  made  in  his  office.  The  result  of  this 
count  oioved  that  the  numbers  by  the  conecc 
map  were  still  more  at  variance  with  the  com  nit- 
tee's  figures  than  the  numbers  by  the  first  and  in- 
correct mao  had  b  sen.  The  figures,  as  given  by 
the  committee,  and  those  resulting  from  the 
counts  by  the  different  maps,  are  shown  in  the 
following  schedule : 
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20,343  20,056  20,324 

It  will  be  teen  by  these  figures  that  while  the 
committee's  report  made  tbe  number  of  voters  in 
these  waras  vety  uniform,  no  ward  falling  below 
2800,  and  none  rising  to  3000,  the  first  map 
showed  one  ward  falling  as  low  as  2712,  and 
one  rising  as  high  as  3071,  while  the  sec- 
ond and  correct  map,  which  it  had  been 
so  difficult  to  get,  showed  one  ward  falling  to  the 
still  lower  point  of  2711,  and  one  rising  to  the 
much  higher  figure  of  31,49.  The  above  figures 
show  how  irregular  tbe  committee's  wards  are  iu 
the  number  of  voters.  A  simple  glance  at  their 
plan  will  show  how  irregular  they  are  in  form. 
The  following  figures,  obtained  by  careful  count 
in  the  City  Clerk's  office,  will  show  how  uniform 
will  be  the  numbei  of  voters  in  the  wards  accord- 
ing to  the  proposed  amendment.  The  plan  which 
has  been  presented,  or  shown  to  some  of  the  Alder- 
men -and  which  now  lies  on  the  table— will  sho-v 
at  a  glance  how  much  more  regular  those  waids 
are  in  matter  of  form: 
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Committee's  Wards.  Amended 

r -» s  Wards. 

Count  by  Count  by 

City  Clerk.  City  Clerk. 

By  Report.    By  1st  Map.    By  2d  Map.  By  2d  Map. 

3 2829                   2850                  2889  2869 

4 2919                   2735                 2770  2816 

5 2908                   2781                 2908  2990 

6 2807                   2712                 2711  2941 

T 2930                   3071                  3149  2915 

8 2959                   2897                  2936  2762 

9 2991                   3009                 2961  3031 

20.343  20.055  20,324  20,324 

Highest..  2991  3071  3149  3031 

Lowest... 2807  2712  2711  2762 

Variation.  184  359  438  269 

Ttn-se  figures  sbow  tbat  while  the  smallest  ward 
by  the  amended  plan  contains  2762  voters,  tbe 
smallest  bv  the  committee's  Dlan  falls  down  to 
2711,  aod  that  while  ttie  l.rgest  ward  by  the 
amended  plan  contains  3032  voteis  the  largest  by 
tbe  committee's  plan  runs  away  up  to  3149  voters. 
Can  any  person,  in  view  of  these  facts  and  fig- 
ures, doubt  tbat  the  amended  plan  or  tbat 
which  lies  on  the  table  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed io    preference    to   tnat    of    the   committee? 

I  will  furthermore  state  in  connection  with  this 
matter,  that  according  to  the  committee's  reoort 
they  show  that  the  discrepancy  in  the  number  of 
voters  between  tbe  ward  having  to-  largest  num- 
ber of  voters  and  the  ward  having  the  lowest  num- 
ber is  184;  but  accordiog  to  the  count  which  has 
been  made  in  the  City  C'eikV  office  oi  these  fig- 
ures uoon  the  map,  which  they  now  state  their  ie- 
port  was  biased  upon,  the  discrepancy  it>  the  num- 
ber of  voters  in  ibe  largest  and  the  smallest  waros 

not  less  than  438  voters;  while  the  discrepancy 
between  the  two  wards  having  the  largest  and 
smallest  numbrtf  of  voter- on  the  plan  which  has 
beeu  presented  by  some  other  members  is  only  269 

Alderman  Burrage— Does  tbe  Alcerm^u  Include 
the  charlestowo  wards,  whi -h  have  but  2600 
voteis  m  the  coinmitiee's  leport? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  did  not;  I  took  tbe  varia- 
tion as  given  in  their  report.  It  is  said  to  b-  184, 
whereas  it  is  shown  oy  a  comit  of  these  wards 
ihat  the  variation  is  438. 

Aloeiman  Bun  age — There  is  more  than  that 
differe/  ce  between  the  Cnarlestovo  wv  rds  and 
tbe  highest  ward;  I  don't  know  whether  you  are 
referring  to  tbe  Cbarlestown  wards  now,  or  those 
in  the  city  proper. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  devoted  my  investiga- 
tions entirels  to  the  waros  lrom  3  to  9  inclusive, 
as  the  plan  which  nas  benn  suggested  embraces 
tho*e  numbers.  In  older  to  oriug  the  plan  for- 
mally befoie  the  Board,  I  move  as  an  amendment 
the  substitution  of  toe  plan  lying  on  thi  t.ole  for 
these  wards  ttom  3  to  9  inclusive.  I  realiz?  how 
difficult  it  may  be  for  us,  Siting  as  a  Board  of 
Aldermer  ,  to  thoroughly  discuss,  investigate  aua 
act  intelligently  upon  this  matter  touiebt.  If  we 
go  into  this  matter  thoroughly,  the  uiscussion 
must  take  the  form  of  conversation,  and  I  leave  it 
for  the  membeis  to  consider  whether  it  would  cot 
be  better  for  tne  Board  to  resolve  itself  into 
committee  of  the  wnole  rather  than  to  act  as  a 
board,  as  the  busio-ss  can  then  bs  cone  better 
and  much  more  intelligently  than  sitting  here  and 
acting  as  a  board. 

Aldeiman  Quincy— Whether  tbe  discrepancies 
alluded  go  by  the  Alderman  are-  so  great  as  he 
s'ates — and  uudoubteolv  believes  thev  are,— I  can 
only  tell  after  having  had  an  opporiuiiiy  to  ex- 
amine his  figures.  Aliusiou  has  been  made  to  tbe 
fact  that  the  committee's  totals  are  not  justified 
by  actual  count  upon  tbe  mao.  Th«  committee 
took  the  censors'  second  list  of  totals  ass-rted 
to  be  reliable  of  the  old  wards  and  added 
or  subtracted  tbe  amounts  which  on  the  map 
appeared  to  be  necessary  tor  substa  attal  equjility. 
1  take  blame  to  myself  for  not  having,  after  the 
conclusion  of  our  labors,  which  we  e  greater,  «er- 
haps,  than  is  generally  imagined,  involving  n 
many  cases  an  actual  perambulation  ot  bounda- 
ries—I  say  I  take  blame  to  myselr  for  not  having 
insisted  on  a  verification  both  of  the  censors' 
totals  and  our  o»n  results  upon  tbe  man.  If  the 
censois'  second  list  of  totals  agrees  with  their 
secoud  map— which  I  ought  to  have  insisted  upon 
verifying— then  the  blunoer  is  ours.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows,' and  the  Board  will  judge  how  much  substan- 
tial equality  i«  disturbed  thereby: 

By  the 
Ward.  ooniniittee's  report.  By  the  map. 

3 2,829  2,889 

4 2,819  2,770 


By  the 
Ward.  committee's  report.  By  the  map. 

5 2,909  2,908 

6 2,807  2,711 

7 2,930  3,149 

8 2,959  2,936 

9 2,991  2,846 

There  is  a  discrecrncy,  I  regret  to  have  to  ac- 
knowledge; but  whether  it  is  the  committee's 
bluncer  I  am  not  Drepaied  at  this  momeot  co  say. 
Alderman  Stebbins— It  sterns  to  me  that  ttie 
Board  ran  better  take  the  wards  were  there  is  no 
division  of  sentiment,  and  pass  upon  them,  and 
so  far  our  woik  s/ill  be  complete;  then  we  can 
pass  upon  tne  matter  of  a  new  division  of  the 
centre  of  the  city  as  suggested  ty  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9. 

It  was  voted  to  take  up  the  wards  seriatim,  and 
;he  several  sections  were  read  and  acted  on  seria- 
tim, with  the  fo'Jouing  result: 

Ward  1,  adopted;  Ward  2,  adopted;  Wards 
3,4,  5,6,  7,  8,  9,  laid  o a  the  tabic;  Wards  10,11,12, 
13, 14  (tbe  latter  as  amended  by  the  Council),  sev- 
er allv  adopted. 

Ward  15,  as  amejded  by  the  Council. wa3  con- 
sidered. 

Alderman  Prescott— This  is  an  amendment  to 
the  committee's  reoorr.  Ward  15  was  amsnded 
by  taking  off  a  po-tion  of  Ward  8  Jwbicb 
lies  betneen  Columbus  avenue,  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad,  West  Newton  strtet  aod  West 
Chester  park,  containing  127  votes,  and  trans- 
ferring them  to  Ward  15.  That  action,  as  I  under- 
stand from  the  minutes,  was  taken  on  the  petition 
of  John  A.  Colby,  O.  S.  Saunders,  W.  E.  Hobbs  and 
C.  F.  Clark,  all  living  on  Columbus  avenue  and 
Greenwich  park — theie  being  six  names  in  all  of 
person?  desiring  to  have  tbat  di*t,  ict  transferred 
from  Ward  8  to  Ward  15.  Since  that  actiot  has 
be  n  taken  by  the  Cou-Jeil  a  number  of  the  resi- 
dents of  that  locality,  bavins  been  iuforineJ  of  it, 
have  investigate'!  the  subject,  and  I  feel  that  it 
is  sat*  to  say  tbat  the  people  cbeie  are  i  ver- 
whclmingly  in  favor  of  the  plan  as  proposed  oy  the 
committee.  The  people  living  on  the  street*  on 
the  west  sin?  of  Columbus  avenue  feel  ihat  they 
jave  several  interests  in  common,  several  matters 
that  they  have  had  meetings  to  act  upon— u^t  par- 
ticularly the  borse-railroaa  matter,  but  tbe  streets 
ou  the  Back  Bay— and  tbat  thev  have  consulted 
togithei  upoo. "  I  thiLK  it  is  safe  to  say  there  is  a 
unity  of  interest  ii  that  section,  a.d  1  desire  to 
present  this  petition  which  has  been  banded  to 
me. 
The.  Chairman  read  the  following: 
"We,  'he  uodersigi.ed.  residents  of  tbe  territory 
lyir.g  west  of  Columbus  avenue,  between  West 
Chester  paikand  West  Newton  street,  respectfully 
petition  your  honorable  Board  to  restore  said  t-r- 
ritory  to'Ward  8,  as  originally  reported  by  the 
•  Committee  on  Division  ot  Wards."  [Signed.]  N. 
W.Turner,  C.H.Sumner.  C.  F.  Stoddaro.  L.  A. 
Lyon.  Geoige  D.  Smith,  B.  F.  Smith.  E.  F.  Smitti. 
Joshua  rtaker,  Z.  P.  Bro  vn  e.od  others. 

Alderman  Prescott— Tnat  petition  was  hastily 
prepared  today,  anc  I  thiuk  tbat  no  party  to  whom 
it  -as  presented  refus-.d  bis  signatuie.  If  the 
parties  circulating  it  had  bad  more  time 
to  present  tbe  matter,  I  think  that  one 
hundred  signatures  out  ot  tbe  127  per- 
sons living  there  could  have  bieu  ob- 
tained m  tavor  of  a,  change  in  the  line*  in  ac- 
cordance with  ths  committee's  report.  The  argu- 
ments m  favor  of  such  a  change  are,  first,  the 
unity  of  iuterest  ot  the  people  living  Uiere; 
second,  it  will  make  the  line  of  me  ward. line51  more 
regular,  and  third  the  number  of  voters  in  Wards 
8  aod  15  will  more  nearly  «ppro>;imatr  than  tbey 
do  now.  Ward  8,  according  to  t  e  count  mai'e  by 
the  City  Cleik,  couiaius  only  JJ62  voters,  a 
smaller  'number,  I  thiuk,  than  any  ot  the 
waros  "in  the  heart  ot  thu  city;  wheieas, 
Ward  15,  as  reported  by  the  committee  (on 
page  9  of  Doc.  105).  contains  2999  Without  tbe 
addition/if  this  127.  If  these  127  voters  are  added 
to  ibe  number  siven  to  us  by  theCit*  Clerk. i  "ill 
make  8889  voters  In  Ward8.  while  Ward  15  would 
contain  2999.  Inasmuch  as  it  -ill  make  the  num- 
ber of  voters  uioie  nearly  equal ;  as  it  is  the  « ish 
of  an  overwhelmii  g  majority  ofthosd  liv-njr there, 
*nd  as  the  ward  lines  will  be  mote  in  iform  anu 
symmetrical  than  they  are  nsw,  1  trust  that  the 
portion  of  the  city  lying  between  Columbus  ave 
nue,  tin-  Providence  Rttilroa  .  West  Newton 
street  and  West  Chester  park  be  transferred  to 
Ward  8.  a.id  I  would  so  move. 

Alderman  Burrnge —  What  is  the  i  umber  of 
voteis  in  Waid  8  as  amended  b>  the  Council? 
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Tbe  City  Clerk— The  uumber  is  2936,  as  amended 
by  the  Council. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  total  was  not  ou  the 
report  an  acted  upon. 

The  City  Clerk— If  this  change  is  made  it  will 
add  127  to  2936. 

Alderman  Buriape— How  will  Ward  15  be? 

Tne  City  Cleik— For  Ward  15  ve  will  have  to  rely 
upon  the  committee's  count,  because  it  lias  not 
been  verified. 

Alderman  Prescoit— It  is  2999. 

The  Citv  Clerk— You  take  127  f  ■  om  that. 

Alderman  Prescotc— I  don't  understand  that  127 
is  to  be  taken  from  that. 

The  City  Clerk— It  i>.  not  to  be  taken  off,  be- 
cause that  is  the  way  they  have  reported  it. 

Awe  i  ma 'I  Prescott— 2762  are  the  figures  for 
Ward  8,  as  counted  in  the  City  Clerk's  office,  on 
the  plau  as  amended  by  the  Council,  and  not  on 
the  plan  which  is  to  be  offered. 

Alderman  Burrage— Tbeie  seems  to  be  one  ob- 
jection to  that  motion,  which  the  AMerinan  will 
at  once  recognize.  It  is  in  having  Ward  8  start 
with  more  voters  than  Ward  15.  The  increase  in 
the  number  of  voters  in  Ward  8  in  tffe  tuture  will 
be  more  than  in  Ward  15,  and  that  seems  to  be  a 
very  serious  objection.  Probably  Ward  8  m  teu 
years  will  have  fifty  per  cent,  more  increase  in 
voters  than  in  Ward  15. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  think  that  if  the  Alder- 
man will  examine  the  map  more  catelull.\  he  will 
not  i.atuially  reach  ths  occlusion  that  Ward  8 
will  contain  fifty  per  ce.it.  more  voters  iu  ten  years 
than  it  dues  now.  At  any  late  we  are  not  to  antici- 
pate the  future, under  the  authority  that  we  have 
from  the  Legislature.  AVe  are  10  divide  the  w<irds 
as  Learlv  eoual  as  possible  now,  and  I  aai  very 
confident  that  we  comply  with  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  law  by  tracsf citing  these  voters  to 
Ward  8  as  the  committer  proposed.  Tins  change 
was  made  ou  tbe  stiength  of  a  oetnion 
presented  at  Ihe  last  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil by  half  a  dozen  people:  but  1  am  confident  that 
at  least  100  out  of  ilie  127  voteis  theie  desire  to  be 
retained  in  the  ward  as  laid  out  bv  the  committee. 
It  makes  the  waids  more  symmetrical  it  shape, 
and  the  number  of  voteis  in  adjoining  wards 
more  neailv  equal.  The  uew  plau  proposed  for 
W?.rds3to9,  ir  elusive,  oily  gives  Ward  8  2762 
voter*,  making  i'  ihe  smallest  ward  in  the  citv. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  will  ?iter  th6  Case  in  re- 
gard to  Ward  8  if  the  plan  is  chavged  as  pro- 
posed. I  ha.ve  no  particular  feeling  i'o  tbe  mat- 
ter. If  Ward  8  desires  to  oe  disfranchised  to  tbac 
extent,  I  dou't  kcow  any  special  objection  to  their 
being  gratified. 

Alderman  Worthington — It  seems  to  me  that 
this  bring-  us  right  back  to  the  motion  tor  the 
alteration  of  the  principal  five  or  six  wards  iu  the 
centre  of  the  city.  It  we' are  going  to  make  tne 
alteration  proposed  by  the  Alaerman  from  Ward 
9,  then  we  can  entertain  tois  one.  Tbe  6rst  thing 
to  be  decided  is  the  proposed  amendments  to 
those  six  vvi>riis;  and  uii'il  we  do  that  we  don't 
know  what  we  should  do  in  regard  to  Ward  8. 

The  ward  and  the  amendment  «  ere  table  J  tor 
the  lime  being. 
Ward  16— Tabled  on  motion  of  Alderman  Power. 
Ward  17  was  considered. 

Alierman  Wo  thingtoc — I  have  two  amend- 
ments which  I  waot  to  propose  fot  Waids  15  and 
17.  You  will  :>ee  that  m  Ward  17  the  line  comes 
down  aud  across  Washington  street  to  the  Rox- 
bury  Canal.  We  calculate  that  the  canal  will  be 
closed  up  before  a  great  while,  up  to  Albany 
street,  because  it  is  alreaciv  a  great  nuisance.  I 
propose  to  offer  these  amendments  if  tbe  report  is 
to  go  back  to  tbs  other  braach;  if  it  is  not  to  go 
ba^k  I  will  not  offer  them,  as  tney  aie  not  impor- 
tant. 1  propose  that  instead  of  crossing 
Noitbamptoo  street,  to  strike  out  in  the 
fourteenth  litie,  ppige  ?0,  "thence  acioss  North- 
ampton scieet  to  the  Roxbury  Canal ;  the  ice  by 
tbe  middle  of  Roxbury  Canal,  and  insert  "thence 
by  the  middle  of  Nortnampton  street  to  Albany 
street,  and  thence  by  the  middle  of  Albany  street" 
(to  the  line  across  South  Bay).  Instead  of  cross- 
ing Albany  street  aud  going  to  the  canal  it  will  go 
to  Albany  st  eet,  and  the  ward  will  be  oouudedby 
streets  instead  of  a ''anal.  To  meet  that  in  Ward 
17, 1  move  to  strike  out  "thence  by  the  mid  le  of 
the RoxburyC  mal,"  and insert,"thence by  che mid 
die  of  Albany  street  to  Northampton  street ;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Northampton  street"  (to  Fel- 
loes strett),  going  oi  just  as  it  was.  I  don't 
know  that  there  is  a  single  voter  in  the  district 
It  will  make  no  difference  in  the  bouodaij  in  that 
resnect,  but  it   will  make  a  boundary  bv  stieet? 


irjstead  of  by  tne  canal.  I  meiely  give  this  notice, 
in  case  the  ordinance  has  to  go  back  to  Ihe  other 
branch. 

Ward  17  was  tabled. 

Ward  18— Tableo,  onmotiou  of  Aloermau  Power. 

Waids  19  and  20— Tabled,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Quincy. 

Ward  21— Adopted. 

Waids  22.  23  aud  24— Adopted. 

Wards  3  to  9  inclusive  were  taken  from  the 
table,  on  motioa  ot  Alderman  Prescott,  who 
offered  the  following  as  an  amendment: 

Ward  No.  3.  Beginniog  at  the  water  at  the 
tlraw  on  Charles  River  Bridge,  thence  along  anp 
including  said  biidgu  to  Pnnce  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Priuce  street  toSrlem  street;  thence 
by  the  midole  of  Salem  stieet  to  Hanover  street; 
tbence  by  the  middle  of  Hanover  stieet  to  Wash- 
ington street:  thence  bv  the  miodle  of  Washing- 
ton stieet  to  State  street;  thence  by  tbe  middle  of 
State  stieet  and  bv  a  line  in  continuation  of  the 
middle  line  of  said  street  to  the  watei ;  thence  by 
the  water  to  tbe  poiJt  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  4.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the 
somberly  end  of  Charles  River  Bridge;  thence  by 
the  mid'dle  of  Pmce  street  10  Salem  street; 
toeuce  by  the  middle  of  Salem  stieet  to  Hanover 
street;  thence  by  ti.e  noid  lie  ot  Hanover  street  to 
Washington  street;  tbenc  by  tbe  middle  of 
Washington  Street  to  Court  street;  thence  by  the 
aiiddle  of  Court  street  to  Howard  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Howard  street co  Bui  linen  street; 
thence  by  the  miodle  of  Bulfinch  street  to  Bovv- 
doin  square;  thence  through  said  squf  re  to  Gieen 
street;  tner.ee  by  ihe  middle  of  Green  street  to 
Lever.-.tt  street;  tneuce  by  the  niiddle  of  Leveretc 
Street  to  Causeway  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Causeway  street  to  Lowell  street ;  thence  bv  the 
middle  o*  L'well  street  anil  by  a  line  in  continu- 
ance thereof  to  the  watei ;  thence  by  the  wa.er  to 
the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No. 5.  B' ginning  at  a  liie  in  continua- 
tion of  the  midole  line  of  Lowell  street;  thence 
by  said  lion  auo  by  the  middle  of  said  street  to 
Causeway  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Cau  e- 
way  street  to  Leverett  street;  thence  ov  to?  mid- 
dle" ot  Leverett  street  to  Lyode  street;  thence  by 
the  midole  of  Lvude  street  to  Cambridge  street; 
thence  by  the  mid  1 1  of  Camnridge  street  to  tbe 
water,  atd  thence  by  the  wat-r  r©  the  poiut  ot  be- 
ginning. 

Ward  Ao.  6  Beginning  atthe  waterat  the  mid- 
dle of  Cambridge  street;  thence  by  tde  middle  of 
Cambridge  street  to  Joy  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
ole of  Joy  stieet  and  by  a  line  in  continuation 
thereof  to  a  point  where  said  line  intersects  a  line 
drawn  in  contmu  ition  of  tne  middle  line  of  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  thence  by  said  line,  drawn  in 
contiouatioo  of  the  miodle  l'ne  of  Coinrnoo- 
wealih  avenue,  and  by  the  middle  line  of  said  ave- 
nue to  West  Chester  park;  theoce  by  the  middle 
ot  We't  Chester  park  to  the  water;  tbence  by  fhe 
water  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  7.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  a  line 
in  continuation  of  the  middle  line  of  Stat«  street; 
thei.ee  oy  said  line  a.d  by  tbe  middle  of  said 
street  to  Court  street;  thence  by  tbe,  middle  of 
Courr  street  to  Howard  street:  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Howard  street  to  Bulfinch  s'reet ;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Bulfinch  street  to  Bowdoio 
square;  thenc6  through  said  square  to  Green 
street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Gr^en 
street  to  Lynde  street:  thenee  by  the  middle  of 
Lynde  street  to  Cambridge  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Cambridge  street  to  Joy  street; 
theoce  by  the  middle  of  Joy  street  aud  by  a 
line  in  continuation  theieot  to  a  point  where 
said  hue  intersects  a  line  drawn  in  continua- 
tion of  the  middle  line  of  Commonwealth  avenue; 
theuce  in  a  straight  line  to  the  intersection  of  the 
middle  line  of  Tremom  and  Boylston  streets; 
thence  by  middle  of  Boylston  street  to  Washing- 
ton street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Washington 
street  to  Essex  street;  thence  by  the  middle  rf 
E-sex  street  to  Kingston  freet;  thence  by  the 
rmdnie  of  Kingston  street  to  B»ach  street;  thence 
bv  the  middle  of  Beach  street  aod  by  a  line  in 
coutinuance  thereof  to  tbe  water;  thence  by  the 
water  to  tbe  point  of  beginni'g. 

Ward  No.  8.  Beginning  at  the  intersectio  i  of 
the  lines  of  Commonwealtn  avenue  and  West 
Chester  park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  said  paik 
to  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  ;  i  hence  by 
the  southeast  line  of  said  railroad  to  We  t  Newton 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Newton 
street  across  Columbus  square  to  Warren  avenue; 
thence,  by  the  midr  le  ot  Warren  ave  ue  to  Dart- 
mouth street;     tbence  by  the   middle  of  Dart- 
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mouth  street  to  Lawrence  street;  tnenee  by 
the  middle  of  Laurence  street  to  Berkeley 
street;  thence  bv  toe  middle  of  Berke- 
ley street  10  Chandler  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Chandler  street  to  Tremom  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  stre;t  to  the  in- 
tersection of  the  middle  l=ues  of  Tremont  and 
Boylston  streets;  thence  by  a  straight  line  to  the 
point  where  a  line  drawn  in  continuation  of  ihe 
middle  line  of  Joy  street  intersects  a  line  drawn 
in  continuation  of  tbe  middle  line  of  Commoa- 
wealth  avenue;  thence  by  said  lice  drawn  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  midule  line  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  by  the  middle  of  said  avenue  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  9.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  a  ine 
in  continuation  of  tli9  middle  lice  of  Beach  street; 
thence  by  said  line  and  by  the  middle  of  said 
street  to  Kmgstoo  street;  "thence  by  the  miciale 
of  Kingston  street  to  Essex  streei ;  tbeuce  oy  the 
middle  of  Essex  street  to  Washington  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to 
Boyl-: ton  street;  thence  by  tbe  middle  of  Boyls- 
ton streei  10  Tremont  street;  tbeccs  by 
the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to  Pleasant 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Pleasant 
street  to  Wa-hirigton  etreet;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Washington  street  to  Pine  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Pine  street  to  Harrison 
avenue;  thence  by  ths  middle  of  Harrison  avenue 
to  Way  street;  thfeice  by  the  midoleof  Way 
street  to  Albany  street;  thence  acoss  Albany 
stieettoBroadwa.v  street  end  Bridge;  thence  by  rhe 
middle  of  Broad  way  street  and  Bridge  to  tbe  water 
at  the  middle  of  me  draw;  thence  by  the  water 
to  Hie  point  of  begim  ing,  including  all  bridges 
from  the  westerly  side  of  the  draws  ox  each. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  have  requested  the  City 
Clerk  to  verity  the  bounoaiies  proposed  in  the 
amen dii en t,  and  they  are  tbesirne  as  presented 
on  the  amended  map.  I  also  move  to  take  iu;o 
"Ward  8  the  territory  oetween  Columbus  aveuue 
and  the  Providence  Railroae.  West  Newton  street 
and  West  Chester  park.  The  figures  of  tbe 
City  Clerk  give  amended  Ward  8  2762 
voters,  and  by  putting  in  the  127  on 
this  teiritory  included  in  the  conimitt?e'5  report, 
it  will  make  2889,  which  would  be  nearer  the  aver- 
age cumber  of  votersic  the  wards  in  this  section; 
the  wards  will  be  more  symmetrical,  and  it  i;  the 
almost  unanimous  desire  of  peisons  livirgiu  that 
vicinity. 

Alderman  Pre;cot,t's  motion  to  include  in  Ward 
8  the  territory  above  mentioned  was  ioopted, 
and  the  question  was  up'in  the  other  amendments 
offered  bv  him. 

Alderuiai'  Qoiucy— I  don't  know  that  I  have 
anything  to  add  to  my  first  expression  at' he 
opening  ot  the  meeiing.  I  tbi'  k  it  is  a  oity  tnat 
such  an  important  question  should  nnt  be  decided 
by  a  full  Boara;  andfcin  the  present  situation  I 
shall  make  no  inolioo  to  oppose  delay. 

Alderman  Bunage— I  don't  feel  urepared  to 
vote  upon  the  amendment*  tonight,  and  if  p.-essed 
to  vote  now  I  snail  vote  for  the  committee's  re- 
port. They  have  spent  a  gteat  deal  ot  time  on  the 
matter  in  going  over  the  figure-  and  defining  the 
boundaries.  It  is  much  easier  to  criticise  thaa  to 
perform,  and  if  comnelled  to  vote  now  I  shall 
vote  to  sustain  the  cooiinittee's  report. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  have  no  doubt  the  com- 
mittee ba>re  spent  a  gn-at  deal  of  time  over  their 
figures,  but  tnere  is  proof  that  their  figures  are 
not  correct  and  canuot  be  relied  upon  in  ;,divisiou 
of  the  city  into  new  wards.  We  find  that  the  fig- 
ures pre^enteo  by  the  new  plan,  which  have  been 
gone  over  veiy  carefully  by  the  City  Clerk,  are 
more  nearly  what  they  should  be  tsan  anything 
presented  to  the  City  Council.  What  I  would  sug- 
gest is  that  all  the  pioposed  amenoments  be 
adopted  and  carefully  reprinted,  and  the  plan 
again  revised,  and  then  we  can  come  together 
again  and  see  it  it  be  not,  on  rhe  whole,  the  best 
scheme.  I  hardly  think  it  can  be  got  Into  such 
Shane  that  it  can  go  to  the  Couocil  all  printed  to- 
morrow night,  as  I  hope  to  see  it  sent  there  with  a 
carefully  prepared  map. 

Alderman  Buirige— I  hardly  think  they  should 
be  fiist  adopted  and  then  printed,  but  I  am  sure 
they  should  be  onuted  unless  vldeimeo  are  more 
sure  in  the  matter  than  I  am. 

Alderman  Worthmgou— One  of  the  Aldermen 
[Alderman  Harris]  is  absent,  and  I  bardlv  think  it 
would  be  decorous  to  vote  upoo.  it  while  he  is  not 
here.  He  was  compelled  to  be  away  on  account 
of  an  engagement  made  before  the  special  session 
was  agreed  upon.  I  am  tree  to  say  I  am  not  qual- 
ified to  vote  upon  them  now. 


Aidannau  Stebbins— It  might  be  printed  as 
amended,  and  it  will  still  be  proper  to  CDange  it. 

Alderman  Qumcy — It  seems  'to  ce  it  is  some- 
thing like  a  leap  in  th?  dark  to  adopt  the  amsud- 
msnts  first  and  print  them  afterwards  for  the  ii  - 
formation  of  tbe  Board.  It  they  are  to  be  printed 
for  information  it  is  due  to  the  committee  that  it 
be  done  before  adoption. 

Alderman  Pres<  ott — It  seems  to  me  we  might 
adopt  these  amendments  tonight  and  if  any  mem- 
ber desires  final  action  to  be  defeired  we  can  do 
so  and  have  a  new  map  presented  to  us  at  our 
meeting  next  Monday.  I  hope  we  shall  obtain  the 
sense  ot  toe  Board  tonight,  but  I  don't  want  any 
•  member  to  vote  ivitbout  giving  it  due  consideration. 

Alderman  Po  *  er  in  the  chair. 

Aldeiman  Qiincy — The  proposition  then  is  that 
we  jnopt  trie  au?eadments  in  order  to  bring  the 
mafts-r  definitely  before  us  and  decide  whether 
they  shall  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Pres  ott — My  position  is  that  we  may 
adopt  them  tonight  and  le^-.ve  final  action  to  an- 
other Tueetine  I  will  not  urge  its  adoption  as  a 
whole  tonight. 

Alderman  _\Vortbmgton— We  have  heard  only 
one  side  tonight,  and  if  it  goes  over  we  shall  bear 
the  other  side, who,  not  being  aware  of  the  amend- 
ment", are  cot  here.  The  better  plan  is  to  print 
these  amenomenrs,  and  th=n  the  public  Rill  know 
wtat  is  going  on. 

Akierman  Qoincy— The  procos'tion  lo  «dopt  and 
print  is  somethug  like  getting  an  indorsement  to- 
night, and  then  deciding  whether  we  shall  take 
the  back  track  and  withdraw  that  i  'dorsement.  I 
canuot  rhink  it  is  fail-  to  rhe  committee  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Clark — I  hoped  we  should  be  able  to 
settle  this  matter  this  evening,  so  far  as  this 
Board  is  concerned,  tesause  the  tine  is  very 
sbovttoi  the  wot k.  It  isn't  very  likely  that  the 
Board  w '11  concur  at  their  first  msefng  in  what 
we  do.  I  understand  that  the  voting  list  mu?t  be 
ready  to  be  ^ed  on  the  second  TuesJav  in  De- 
cember by  tbe  voters  ii  these  wards.  I  had 
honed  that,  i.iasmueh  as  the  Council  were  al- 
most unanimous  in  the  amendments  made 
by  them,  we  "-hould  concur  in  all  tbe  wards  ex- 
cept those  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  oegiuning 
with  Ward  3,  and  ending  with  Wa  d  9.  So  far  a*  1 
am  per- oral lyc<  nceri  ed.  if  I  had  tnappedout  the 
wardm  which  it  is  pioposed  to  place  me  in,  Icould 
not  have  been  better  satisfied.  Ward  8  is  every- 
thing that  could  be  desired  by  me  as  a  resident,  rile 
only  oDJec'tion  is  tu  it  at  present  a  large  part  ot  it 
is  unoccupied.  A  large  port>on  of  Ward  g  is  waste 
territory,  aud  if  anv  ward  should  be  deficient  in 
numler  ii  should  "be  Waid  S,  for  that  is  the 
growing  oatt  ot  the  city,  '..a  I  trust  that  in 
the  next  five  years  tbe  voting  population  will 
have  thirty-three  per  cent,  added  to  it.  The 
ward  is  ail  right,  socially,  financially  and  po- 
litically; toere  is  nothing  to  be  desired.  But 
I  do  think  poor  Ward  6  has  beeD  treated 
unfairly  at  the  hand0  of  the  committee.  I  tnmk 
that  alterations  can  be  made  lo  the  central  wards 
which  will  make  them  more  symmetrical,  aud  will 
give  more  general  satisfaction  to  the  residents  of 
the  city  proper,  to  say  the  least,  than  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  committee.  I  have  no  doubt  they 
have  used  their  best  judgment;  they  have  speut  a 
great  deal  of  time  upon  this  matter,  and  they  are 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  tor  the 
labor  they  have  bestowed  upon  this  subject. 
But  it  is  not  unfrequeut  that  the  com- 
mon Cou>  cil  and  Board  of  Aidermeu  differ  with 
the  membsis  or  a  committee  making  a  repoit.  It 
se^ms  to  me  that  this  is  a  very  important  su  -  ject. 
that  w.  should  loot  ui  on  it  with  a  great  deal  of 
care,  aud  that  we  should  exercise  a  gteat  deal  of 
discreiion  in  adoptiug  new  lines.  The  alterations 
proposed  m  the  wards  in  the  heart  of  the  city 
make  the  line*  o  ore  desir.ble.  the  division  of  the 
voters  more  just  and  •  qui  table.  There  is  not  so 
great  a  d'iffe  eoce  in  the  warns  as  pro- 
posed bv  this  plan,  as  there  is  in  that  proposed  by 
the  corumittee;  Mil  I  must  say  that  Ward  6.  as 
proposed  by  the  committee,  is  p'aced  in  a  very 
unpleasaut  dilemma. 
Alderman  Worthiugton — Sow? 
Alderman  Clark— Wei1,  it  is  very  nearly  annihi- 
lated ;  it  curs  off  and  sends  p«rtie«  who  have  been 
residents  of  Ward  6  for  twenty  years  into 
an  entirely  different  section  ot  the  city 
for  all  purposes  of  elections.  It  does  seem 
t<i  me  that  the  residents  ot  Ward  6 
are  entitled  ro  some  consideration  at  the  ham's  of 
this  Board  of  Alderoien.  and  I  trust  that  when 
wo  conic  to  act  upon  it  finalh  the  plans  proposed 
by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  9  will  be  adopted. 
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Alderman  Quincv— Have  you  reason  to  suppose 
that  dissatisfaction  exists  in  that  part  of  Ward  6 
wbi^h  has  been  put  into  Ward  8,  or  merely  in  that 
part  ot  Ward  6  which  remains  as  it  was? 

Alderman  Clark— I  bave  great  reason  to  suppose 
that  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  exist'  in  chat 
portion  of  Ward  6  which  it  is  proposed  to  put  into 
Ward  7— very  great  dissatisfaction. 

Alderman  Quiocy— It  has  uot  been  expressed  in 
the  form  of  petition. 

Alderman  Clark— I  tiust  that  the  different 
amendments  will  be  acted  upon  here  tonight,  and 
that  they  will  then  be  printed,  so  that  we  may 
have  them  to  act  upon  at  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  Board.  It  seem  to  me  that  it  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  to  vote  upon  the  amendments 
intelligently  this  eveoing,  but  that  they  will  be 
printed,  so  that  we  can  Oave  them  before  us  and 
act  understandingly. 

Yldermao  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Power  suggested  that  all  amend- 
ments be  offered  t^oigbt  and  trinte  t,  ana  final 
actioo  be  deferred  till  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Burrage  moved  that  all  the  amend- 
mmit*  pending  and  all  to  be  offered  be  printed, 
and  that  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  for  5 
P.  M.  next  Monday. 

Alderman  Prescott  did  not  object  to  a  post- 
ponement, believing  that  the  plan  heprooosed 
would  commend  itself  to  members  the  nr.ore  they 
investigated  it. 

Aliet'nan  Power,  offered  amendments  so  that 
the  line*  ot  Wards  16  and  18  should  be  as  follows: 

Ward  No.  1G.  Beginning  at  the  crossing  of 
Camden  street  auc!  toe  Boston  &  Providence  Rail- 
road; thence  b.y  the  northwesterly  line  of  said 
railroad  to  Tremont  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Tremoot  stieer  to  Pyncl  on  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Pynchon  street  to  Roxburj  stre-t; 
thetce  by  the  middle  of  Roxbury  street  to  Wash- 
ington street;  tbex.ee  by  the  middle  of  Washing- 
ton street  to  Camden  street;  thence  bv  the  middle 
of  Oauidea  street  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  No.  18.  Beginning  ata  point  on  the  north- 
west side  of  ths  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  at 
the  crossiDg  of  Tremont  street;  tbfence  by  toe 
northwesterly  line  of  said  railroad  to  the  crossing 
with  Centie  Street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Cen- 
trestreet  to  Highland  strret;  th"nce  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Highland  street  to  Marcella  street ;  thence 
by  tne  middle  of  Marcella  street  to  Washington 
strest;  theaceby  the  middle  of  Washington  street 
toTownsends'reet;  tbencebv  the  middle  of  Towns- 
end  and  Quincv  streets  to  Blue  Hill  avenue; 
thence    by    the    middle    of    Blue     Hill     avenue 


to  Winthroo  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Winthrop  street  to  Grenvalle  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Grenville  street  to  Dudley  street; 
thsnee  by  the  middle  of  Dudley  street  to  Warren 
streat;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Warren  street  to 
Washington  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Washington  street  to  Roxbury  street:  thence  by 
the  miadle  of  Roxbury  street  to  Pynchon  street; 
tbtnee  by  the  miolle  of  Pynchon  street  to  Tre- 
mont street;  ther.ee  by  the  middle  of  Tremont 
street  and  the  line  thereof  across  the  Boston  & 
Providence  Railroad  to  the  poiat  of  beginning. 

Aide- man  Worthington  offered  an  amendment 
substantially  in  the  same  words  as  Were  given  in 
his  leoaaiks  above. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  as  ver- 
bal corrections: 

■  A  tend  Ward  18  by  inserting  after  the  word  '"to" 
in  sixth  lite,  thild  page,  the  words,  "Egleston- 
square  street  and  thence  by  the  rnidole 
of  Egleston-square  street  to."  Amend  the 
amendment  to  Ward  20  by  inserting  af- 
ter the  word  "to."  second  line,  fourth  page, 
"the  crossing  of  th*  Boston  &  Prvvideoce  Rail- 
road, and  thence  by  the  north  side  of  said  railroad 
to  Centre  street,  and  theLce  by  the  middle  ot  Cen- 
tre street  to."  Same  ward,  page  4,  insert  after 
wotd  "to,"  in  sixth  "ine,  the  words  "Eglestoo 
square  street,  and  tuonce  by  the  middle  of  Egles- 
ton-square street  to." 

Alderman  Burragr  offered  the  following: 

Amend  by  cf  angles:  the  respective  names  of  the 
following  wards :  Wards  23  to  3, 21  to  4,  22  to  5,  3  to 
6,  4  to  7,  5  to  8,  6  to  9,  7  to  10,  8  to  11,  9  to  12, 10  to  13, 
11  to  14, 12  to  15,  13  to  16, 14  to  17, 15  to  18,  16  to  19, 
17  to  20,  18  to  21, 19  to  22,  20  CO  23,  21  to  24. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following  (to  be 
acted  or  in  case  Alderman  Prtscott's  ameodment 
is  lost): 

Amend  Ward  3  by  substituting  "Blackstone" 
for  "JJew  Washington"  in  sixth  line;  insert  aft*r 
"street  to"  in  Devenih  line  the  words  "North 
street,  thence  by  the  middle  of  North  street  to." 

Amend  Ward  4  bv  substitu'ing  "Blackstone" 
f  .r  "Washington,"  in  fifth  line;  and  inserting 
atter  "street  to,"  in  sixth  line,  the  woids,  "North 
street,  thence  by  tbe  middle  of  Norto  street." 

Alderman  Quincv  offered  an  amendment  to  re- 
store the  lines  of  Wards  19  aud  20  ss  reporteo  by 
the  committee. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  all  the  amendments  be 
printed  and  the  subject  be  assigned  to  5  P.  M. 
next  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  ths  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

OCTOBER    38,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7x/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey 
J.  Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred. 

Report  referring  to  School  Committee  the  re- 
quest for  a  school  for  special  instructioninDwight 
District.    CoDCurred. 

Repoits,  leave  co  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz.: 

1.  OtMicnael  Carroll,  to  b3  paid  foi  damages  to 
his  estate  on  Union  avenue,  by  the  breaking  of  a 
culvert. 

2.  Of  James  A.  Kemp,  to  be  paid  for  defective 
sewerage  in  Kemp  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Standard  Laundry  Machine  Company,  to  be  paid 
for  infringements  of  their  patents  by  certain 
agents  of  the  city.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15. 

Order  to  pay  bill  of  Knox  &  Angier,  $150,  for 
material  furnished  the  Water  Works.  Passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  $600  to  Mary  Noonan, 
on  account  of  personal  injuries  from  an  alleged 
defect  in  Federal-street  Bridge.  Order  read 
twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15,  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  authorize  the  Cochituate 
Water- Board  to  construct  section  No.  1  of  the  pro- 
posed Sudbury  Rivet  conduit,  and  the  foundations 
of  the  dams  for  the  proposed  basins  "by  days'  la- 
bor or  by  contract  let  without  previous  adver- 
tisement," as  may  be  deemed  best  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  city.    Order  lead  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  annul  tbe  existing  contract 
between  this  city  and  the  city  of  Charlestown  for 
delivery  of  Mystic  water  to  East  Boston  and  Deer 
Island.  Order  read  twice  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $5500  from  the  aDpropri- 
ation  for  rebuilding  the  draw  of  Meridian-street 
Bridge,  io  be  appropriated  for  rebuilding  Com- 
mercial Point  Bridge.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  uext 
Legislatute  tor  authority  to  regulate  and  control 
the  introduction  of  water  pipes  and  fixtures  in 
buildings,  and  to  license  plumbers. 

Mr.  FlyDn  of  Ward  7— This  matter  was  before 
the  Council  last  year,  and  created  a  great  deal  of 
discussion  and  dissatisfaction  I  tbiuk the  order 
was  defeated  then,  but  I  a»  not  very  sure  about 
it,  however.  Ii  i»  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
the  citizens,  and  that  m-mbers  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  examine  the  subject  before  passing 
such  an  order,  I  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Carried. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  George  Curtis  as 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  in  place  of  H.  L.  Richards, 
chosen  by  this  Council. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  an  election.    Messrs. 
Devereux  of  Ward  22,  Barry  of  W*rd  7  aod  Harri- 
gan  of  Ward  1  weve  appointed  a  commiitee  to  col- 
lect and  couut  votes.    They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 48 

Necessary  for  an  election 25 

H.  L.  Richards 23 

George  Curtis  had 25 

and  Mr.  Curtis  was   declared    elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $400  from  "Salaries"  to 
"Repairs  of  wagon,  hainess,  etc.,"  in  appropria- 
tion for  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Passed  in  con- 
currence—yeas  53,  nays  0, 

VEGETABLE   MARKET. 

Mr.  Flvnn  of  Ward  7  moved  to  take  up  the  spe- 
cial ■issignunent  for  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  Order  for  a  trans- 
fer of  $6000  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Mercantile  Whaif  Market. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  the  order  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  specially  as- 
signed for  8  P.  M.  uext  Thursday. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Thacberof  Ward  15 -Petitions  of  C.  W. 
Angier,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by 


a  fall  on  a  sidewalk;  and  George  W.  West,  to  be 
paid  for  damages  to  the  estate  of  the  heirs  of 
Mary  West.  Severally  refened  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  20— Petition  of  l'homas 
S.  Clark  for  a  street  lau*p.    Sent  up. 

INDEX  OF  CITY  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Duggan  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Printing,  "instructed  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  repriuting  aod  stereotyp- 
ing trie 'Index  u  Public  Documents,' '  respect- 
fully report  that  in  tieir  opinion  it  is  mexnedient 
to  reprint  tbe  same.  The  Index  is  bound  iu  vol- 
ume 1  of  the  documents  of  1874,  and  is  specially 
indicated  as  therein  contained  by  distinctive  let- 
tering on  the  back  of  tbe  volume.  A  brief  state- 
ment of  the  index  also  appears  in  e;.cb  edition  of 
the  index  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, issued  bi-monihly,  and  also  in  the*  bound 
volume  of  proceedings  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
The  fact  of  its  existence,  and  where  it  is  petma- 
nently  placed,  is  therefore  sufficiently  made 
known  to  all  members  of  the  City  Government, 
and  is  as  accessible  to  them  as  tae  volume'  or 
documents  to  which  it  refers.  These  volumes  are 
alwavs  accessible  at  the  several  departments  of 
the  City  Government  and  in  the  Public  Library. 
The  question  whether  the  index  is  of  any  use 
as  a  separate  paoiphlet,  was  coasiderea  bv 
the  committee.  In  this  form  it  is  already 
in  the  hands  of  many  persons,  as  500  copies  were 
printed,  and  have  been  distributed,  the  bouod 
volumes  requiring  but  175  of  that  number.  What- 
ever utility  it  may  have,  therefore,  in  this  respect, 
has  lo  this  extent  already  been  made  available. 
Whether  it  would  be  of  much  servics  to  many 
others  is  at  least  doubtful,  as  any  reference  to 
the  index  for  information  oq  any  topic  would  gen- 
erally require  a  reference  to  the  volume  iudicated, 
eitber  for  the  information  desired  or  to  ascertaiu 
whether  such  information  was  there  to  be  found  ; 
and  wherever  tbe  volume  is  placed,  the  index  may 
also  be  readily  referred  to.  The  expense  of  reprint- 
ing and  steieotyping  would  be  $200  or  more.  If  it 
were  done,  the  committee  are  doubtful  whether 
many  copies  would  be  called  for,  as  but  one  or 
two  inquiries  have  oeen  made  for  it  during  (he 
present  year:  and  if  any  other  distribution  of 
tbem  were  attempted,  it  is  thought  that  most  of 
the  copies  so  distributed  would  soon  disappear  in 
waste-basket  rubbish.  It  may  further  be  sug- 
gested that  at  some  future  time  the  question 
of  continuing  the  index,  either  in  supple- 
mentary form,  or  as  a  reprint,  revised  at 
a  later  date,  will  arise.  At  that  time  the 
experience  to  be  derived  from  the  appareut  use  of 
the  pre'eut  index,  and  from  any  calls  for  it  which 
the  City  Messenger  may  have  and  connot  supply, 
will  be  serviceable  in  determining  tbe  edition  then 
to  be  printed,  or  its  permanent  cast  in  stereotype 
form . 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  CITY  LABORERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  5,  the  majority 
And  minority  repoits  of  the  Committee  on  Paring 
in  regard  to  the  pay  of  laborers  in  said  depart- 
ment were  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Walsh  moved  to  substitute  I  he  minority  for 
the  majority  report,  au.l  moved  that  the  question 
be  taken  by* yeas  and  najs. 

Mr.  Flyna  of  Ward  7—1  have  not  yet  fully  read 
the  majority  and  minority  reports,  but  apparently 
toeie  is  no  recommeudation  in  either.  Un- 
less t'ie  gentleman  has  some  recomuiecdatiou 
to  make  iu  lisu  of  the  majority  report,  so  that  we 
can  pass  some  order  tiaviug  a  "definite  bearing  on 
the  subject,  I  hope  we  shall  not  simply  substitute 
one  report  for  tne  other.  Unless  the"  geatl-inan 
has  some  order  to  go  with  his  minority  retort, 
there  is  uothing  for  us  to  do  but  to  accept  on.  of 
tl'e  two  reporis,  neither  of  whica  recommends 
auvihiog. 

Mr.  Andersou  of  Ward  3—  If  I  understand  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  correctly,  if  allowed,  he 
will  make  some  lecoiumendatiori  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1 — Beus  oue  of  that 
committee,  .'.id  those  of  the  majority  with  me. 
proceeded  to  make  the  iiivestijatioj  contemplated 
in  the  order.  When  ihey  met,  there  was  not  oae 
of  toe  committee  who  '  believed  that  the  men 
should  not  have  $2  per  day,  and  not  oue  of  the 
committee  would  wish  a  Single  cent's  reduction  in 
the  wages  of  the  laborers.  But  I  find  that  tae  report 
has  gone  abroad— spread  probably  by  some  id  teiest- 
eri  persons — that  some  members  of  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  branch  were  instruoitut  :1  in 
tbe  reduction  of  the  laboring  men  in   the  Paving 
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Depaitaieut.  It  i°  a  well-known  fact— it  rot  to 
the  men  iu  the  city's  employ,  at  least  to  the  ineui- 
be.sof  this  Council — the  Committ  f  o'j  Paving 
on  ili3  pa  tot  this  branch  have  no  more  power  in 
t oat  department  than  a  gentleman  living  m  N< w 
Orleans  or  any  wnere  else  in  the  Unit-u  States.  It 
is  a  well-known  tact  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  with  the  Aldeimeo,  regulates  the  pay  ot 
ttii  men,  and  buys  the  materials,  and  the 
c.irauiittee  on  the  part  of  this  branch 
have  no  power  whatever.  I  have  never  met 
with  the  Committee  on  I'avingot'  (he  Boanl  of  Al- 
deroi-nbut  one.  and  then  I  was  aske  i  to  Sign  my 
name  for  an  appropriation  of  a  million  dollars  or 
more;  and  wnen  I  asked  why, I  was  told  that  it 
was  the  mleand  I  must  sign,  which  Idid.aud  hav8 
never  met  the  co  nmittee  siace.  I  make  this  ex- 
planatio  that  memoers  oiav  understand  my  po- 
sition. Now,  in  maki  g  up  thi>  leuort  it  was 
asked  if  we  could  recommend  anything,  and  it 
was  deciJed  negatively,  withoui  a  dissenting  voice: 
it  was  decided  that  we  could  report  the  facts  and 
nothing  else.  There  is  no  difference  between  the 
majority  a:  d  minority  reports,  and  I  shall  be  just 
as  well  pleased  if  the  Council  accept  the  minority 
a*  1  will  if  the  majority  is  adopte  I.  Both  are  re- 
ports ot  facts  and  nothing  else.  I  am  ready  to 
a<  cepr  or  offer  any  order,  and  vote  for  it,  that  will 
raise  che  pay  of  all  laborers  in  the  city  of  Boston 
to  S2  a  day. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  should  like  to  know 
the  effect  the  acceptance  or  ion-acceptance  of 
eithei  of  these  reports  would  have.  There  does 
n'l  seem  to  be  i-uy  difference  between  them;  e=.ch 
is  a  statement  ot  facts,  with  a  slight  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  thoss  offering  ihem.  No  order  is 
attached  to  either  report,  ano  I  ooo't  see  wiry  we 
cainot  vore  as  conscientiously  tor  one  as  for  the 
other.  If  there  is  anything  underneath,  other 
than  what  appeals  here,  I  think  we  should 
know  it,  as  we  don't  want  to  commit  ourselves  to 
any  action  that  does  i>'t  appear  on  tlu,  surface. 

The  President — An  order  has  been  sent  to  the 
Obair;andas  it  is  pertioeot  to  the  subject,  the 
Chair  will  read  it: 

"Ordtred,  That  it  is  the  sens?  of  the  Council 
that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  lessen  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  in  the  l'aving  Depaitment.'' 

Mr.  Shaw — That  would  seem  to  b"  inopportune 
at  the  present  moment.  We  are  called  upo-j  to 
consider  tlnse  two  reports,  the  majority  and 
minority.  The  reading  ot  the  original  order  of 
inquiry  would  certrinly  indicate  what  should  he 
done. 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Common 
Council  on  Paving  be  lequested  to  inquire  if  any 
reduction  has  been  made  in  the  pay  of  the  persons 
employed  in  tne  Paving  Department;  and  if  it  ap- 
pears that  a  reduction  has  been  made,  that  said 
committee  report  to  this  Board  the  amount  of  the 
reduction,  che  leasons  fur  mailing  the  same,  a'jd 
whether  it  applies  to  the  roremen,  as  well  as  the 
day  laborers." 

That  is  the  order  which  is  to  be  considered. 
Now  I  don't  think  that  eitoer  report  is  very  clear, 
and  as  the  gentleman  has  well  said,  1  don't  see 
any  answei  to  the  question  raised.  I  am,  and  al- 
ways have,  opposed  a  reduction  or  the  pay  of  the 
laborers,  and  I  stood  and  voteo  alone  on  tb.it  mat- 
ter i.i  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 
But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  this  majority  report 
does  not  answer  all  the  questious  as'ealled  foria 
the  vote  passed  by  the  Council.  It  is  very  brief, 
and  I  should  judge  very  poorly  considered.  My 
worthy  friend  says  they  have  no  power  ove-  it. 
That  is  n't  the  question.  No  question  was 
asked  in  the  order  whether  they  lad  any  power 
or  not.  Those  familiar  with  the  management  of 
committee  business  know  very  well  that  the 
Boaro  of  Aldernoen  claim  che  supreme  right  to 
control  that  matter.  It  is  very  wrong,  although 
they  claim  it.  There  never  should  be  allowed,  in 
my  judgment— if  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  it — a 
standing  committee  of  one  branch  without  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  other  branch.  Every  matter 
of  that  kind  should  be  condideied  by  a  joint 
committee  in  which  the  Ccin.-il  is  repre- 
seoted  II  the  year,  as  well  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  But  that  is  not  the  custom 
or  practice.  They  claim,  as  the  gentleman  w ill 
said,  supreme  control  of  the  whole  matter.  I  be- 
lieve toat  1 1  oe  eutuely  wrong.  Nevertheless  it  is 
the  custom  an  i  practice,  ano  therefore  the  City 
Government  is  not  properly  represented,  and  the 
gentleman  has  well  said  that  tbey  have  done  as 
they  please  and  propose  to  do  so.  They  have  car- 
ried through  this  matter  and  reduced  wages,  and 
the  laborers  are  paid  $1.75  a  day  instead  of  $2. 


It  should  be  the  right  and  prerogaiive  of  the 
whole  City  Council  to  fix  the  pay  of  the 
laborers,  hut  that  is  not  the  "  practice. 
I  tinuk  this  leport  ic  very  meag.e  and 
unsatisfactory;  it  ceitainly  is  to  me,  for 
the  time  I  have-  had  to  look  at  it.  The  majority 
report  does  n't  satisfy  u,c  at  all,  and  if  either  is  to 
be  considered  and  passed  upon  icnight,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  minoi  lty  report. 

Mr.  Flytiii—  It  is  useless  to  adopt  either  report 
until  some  sucn  order  as  has  been  read  by  the 
Chair  has  been  offered  for  the  Council  to  voce 
upon.  Both  repoits  are  mere  statements  of  facts; 
they  lecommenu  ootuiog.  Mv  order  was  intend- 
ed 'o  call  for  somerecomm:-;udation  from  the  eom- 
mittee ;  hut  they  only  give  us  a  statement  of  facts. 
I  supposed  that  some  order  giving  an  expresaionof 
opinion  would  come  in  for  the  Council  to  pass 
upon. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Waid  9—1  hone  that  when  the 
vote  is  taken  the  yeas  aud  nays  will  be  called 
for;  out  it  seems  tome  that  it  would  be  beneath 
th°  digoiry  of  the  Couucil  to  vote  upon  the  ac- 
ceptance ot  eitiier  of  these  reports  under  the  sys- 
tem of  taking  the  yeas  and  nays.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  an  electioaeering  move,  if  I  urn  so  term  it. 
What  is  the  obiect  ot  adopting  a  report  which  car- 
ries co  order  with  it?  It  amounts  to  nothing 
whatever,  tor,  as  I  remarked  when  up  before,  any 
of  us  can  vote  for  tne  ac^epta^ce  of  either  of 
these  reports  as  w<jll  as  for  the  other. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3,  both  re- 
ports wsre  laid  on  the  taoie. 

Mr.  Walsh  offered  the  on.er  previously  read  hy 
the  Piesidtnt. 

Mi .  Anderson— I  move  to  further  amend  by  add- 
ing, "and  >hat  the  pay  of  the  laborers  i  .i  no  de- 
partment be  reouceo  during  the  present  year."  I 
understand  that  the  laborers  in  the  Water  Depart- 
ment have  been  i  educed  also. 

Mr.  Beal  of  Ward  16— An  order  wasoh'ereo  mik- 
ing mquiiy  whetnei  tie  wages  Dad  been  reduced, 
and  if  so,  vhy?  and  the  majority  report  states 
that  they  ijav  been  reouced  and  the  reasons  for 
the  reduction.  The  order  now  offered  states  that 
the  wages  ehoalo  not  be  reduced,  when  it  is  a  fact 
to  it  tbey  have  been  cut  down. 

Mr.  Train — While  I  am  in  favor  of  paying  labor- 
ing men  well,  and  favoi  a  reductiou  in  other  quar- 
ters rather  than  thtre,  I  would  ask  whether  it  is 
our  business  to  intenere  in  this  matter  at  all. 
Under  section  6  ot  the  ordinance,  the  Superin- 
tende  it  of  Streetr  has  authority  to  maie  all  con- 
tracts for  labor  fjid  materials,  subject  to  the  di- 
rection and  control  of  tne  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Have  we  any  business  to  interfere  in  the  price 
paid  for  labor  and  materials? 

Mr.  WaKu — I  dou'c  toink  the  Superintendent 
has  the  right  to  reduce  the  pay  ot  the  laborers,  as 
tha  sixth  sectiou  reaos  thus: 

"Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Su- 
perintendent, under  the  direction  and  control  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  superintend  the  gener- 
al state  of  the  streets ;  to  attend  to  tne  laying  out, 
widening,  elevatioo,  and  repairs  of  the  same,  and 
to  make  all  contracts  for  the  supply  of  labor  and 
materials  theref  ir;  to  give  notice  to  the  Mayor, 
or  the  Chief  of  Police,  of  any  niisance,  obstruc- 
tion, or  encroachment  thereon.  And  the  city 
shall  not  be  responsible  for  any  of  his  doings  that 
have  uot  bten  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  or  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  or  sanctioned  by  express 
vote." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  what  right  has  the  Superin- 
tendent to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  laborers  of  che 
city  ?  I  and  four  of  my  colleagues  bad  an  interview 
with  the  Superiotendenl  of  Stteets,  and  after  an 
hour's  interview  he  decided  that  he  did  n't  think 
those  poor  men  could  live  on  their  pay  after  the  re- 
duction. He  also  stated  that  it  was  n't  his  wish  to 
reduce  them ;  that  he  knew  that  m  the  face  of  the 
hard  winter  it  is  almighty  hard  for  the  Council 
and  Board  of  Aldermen  to  reduce  the  pay  of  those 
laboring  meo,  and  that  he  didn't  think  the  step 
ought  co  be  taken.  He  did  o't  introduce  the  ordor 
to  reduce  those  laborers.  It  is  known  that  in  win- 
ter  we  have  the  public  institutions  tilled, 
and  if  these  poor  people  get  out  ot  work  tbey  will 
not  have  a  dollar  10  spend  to  keep  them  f  mm  the 
houses  ot  Inoustry  and  Correction.  We  find  truant 
boys  in  the  streets  because  their  fathers  and 
mothers  have  n't  a  dollar  to  spsnd  to  clothe  them 
decently,  no  that  they  may  go  to  school.  I  cao't 
see  what  advantage  it  will  be  to  reouce  the  pay  of 
these  men,  for  they  will  have  to  be  suoported 
anyho  v,  either  by  -?ork  which  tbey  want  or  at  the 
public  institutions.  If  tDose  gentlemen  are  so 
auxious  to  economize,  1  don't   think  they  should 
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begin  by  cutting  down  the  pay  of  tbe  poor  labor- 
ing men  and  mechanics  in  tbe  city  employ. 
There  are  plenty  of  other  ways  where  members 
caD  save  a  great  deal  ot  money.  B'or  in- 
stance, there  is  an  enormous  bill  of  $27,- 
000  for  refreshments.  Now,  sir,  let  these 
gentlemen  who,  iu  the  face  of  the  public, 
are  so  anxious  to  be  judicious  and  prudent  and 
economical  in  reducing  the  expenses  of  out  city, 
keep  away  from  Parker's  and  Young's  ootels, 
and  try  in  that  way  to  save  money  for  the  city  to 
help  the  laboring  men  and  their  families.  And 
yet  some  of  those  very  men  say  that  butier  and 
cheese  are  luxnries  for  the  working  mai.  while 
they  have  dinners  at  Parker's  asd  Young  s,  with 
all  the  dishes  of  the  season,  and  a  bcttle  of  cham- 
pagne, at  the  city's  expense ;  aad  yet  they  econo- 
mize by  reducing  the  poor  laborer's  wages.  I  hope 
this  Council  will  consider  the  claims  of  the  poor 
working  menwhotoilmourstreets  s.11  day,beneatb 
the  hot,  broiling  sod,  or  when  the  thermometer  is 
at  zero,  and  yet  go  boms  to  their  families  where 
there  is  neither  food  nor  clothing;  and  these  are 
the  men  whose  pay  the  great  city  ot  Boston  is  go- 
ing lo  reduce.  It  is  a  shame,  sir,  a  sbame.  If  we 
have  a  war  it  is  tbe  working  men  who  are 
called  upon  to  fight  our  battles.  There 
are  a  great  mapy  of  us  here,  but  its 
would  maKe  poor  soldieis  if  we  were  call- 
ed out.  Shall  we  give  these  poor  men  work, 
or  shall  we  support  them  at  Deer  Island?  I  don't 
see  what  benefit  the  city  is  to  ger  by  reducing 
their  pay;  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  vote  to 
keep  tbe  pay  of  chose  rnsn  where  it  is. 

Mr.  Train — I  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  sym- 
pathy for  the  laboring  man ;  but  I  want  to  get  at 
the  matter  in  the  right  way,  and  I  will  again  ask 
Ihe  question,  whetaer  we,  as  a  Common  Council, 
have  any  light  to  determine  the  price  of  labor? 
As  I  read  section  6,  ihe  Superintendent  ot  Streets, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
has  a  right  to  fix  their  pay.  If  that  is  so,  what 
have  we  to  say  about  any  rate  they  may  choose  to 
establisti,wuetber  $1.50  or  $2.50  a  day  ?  Understand 
me ;  1  go  for  paying  the  utmost  farthing  to  keep 
the  poor  man  out  of  the  bouses  of  Correction  and 
Industry;  but  we  want  to  go  about  it  the  right 
way. 

M>.  Shaw — I  think  that  several  of  us  are  compe- 
tent to  answer  that  question.  Will  the  Chair  be 
kind  enough  to  read  the  order  again.  [The  Presi- 
dent read  tbe  order.]  If  the  gentleman  who  of- 
fered the  order  had  understood  the  rule  and 
practice  of  the  City  Government  he  would 
have  written  "City  Council,"  and  then  if  it 
passes  here  it  must  perforce  so  to  the  other 
branch,  and  if  passed  there,  unless  vetoed  by  the 
Mayor  it  has  all  the  force  and  effect  ot  an  ordi- 
nance. That  has  reoeatedly  been  decided  aud  1 
believe  it  to  be  good  law.  That,  in  answer  to  my 
friend  from  the  Thirteenth  r?ard,  I  think  he  is 
right  in  wanting  it  done  the  right  way,  and  I 
would  move  to  amend  the  order  so  that  it  sball  be 
right  and  legal,  and  shall  read  "City  Council"  in- 
stead of  "Common  Council." 

Mr.  Walsh—I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  believe  with  the  geu- 
tleman  from  Ward  5  [Mr.  Waisbl  that  a  very  wise 
reduction  might  be  made  in  the  expenses  tor  re- 
freshments, for  that  is  one  feature  in  our  city  ex- 
penditures which  ought  to  be  curtail,  d ;  but  I  be- 
lieve ic  is  generally  admitted  by  most  men,  when 
unbiased  by  prejudice,  that  the  city's  affairs 
should  be  run  as  nearly  as  possible  ou  the  ba=is 
that  men  manage  their  private  business.  It  is  ad- 
mitted by  evsiy  one  that  the  price  <>f  labor, 
materials,  clerk  hire,  and  nearly  everything  else 
in  our  country,  is  on  the  decliue.  To  contradict 
this  statement,  would  by  So  contradict  the  evi- 
dence of  every-day  life.  Now  our  pay  m  tbe 
city  departments  has  hitherto  ceen  based 
on  the  average  wages  paid  dunug  what 
was  called  war  times;  our  scale  of  wages  is  now 
very  much  on  the  same  basis  that  it  was  during 
the  war,  when  flour,  meat  and  other  necessities 
of  life  were  higher  than  they  art;  now.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  5,  in  the  eloquent  address 
which  be  has  just  made,  speaks  of  tbe  hard  win- 
ter coining  on,  and  which  the  poor  people  must 
face.  I  recognize  that  fact  as  much  as  he  does. 
But  who  is  to  face  this  hard  winter?  Is  it  the 
men  who  are  paid  $1.75?  or  those  who  receive  no 
pay?  or  those  that  the  reduction  will  enable  the 
city  to  employ?  The  gentleman  mistakes  the 
idea  entirely.  The  danger  is  to  those  who  are  out 
of  work.  This  reduction  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment applies  to  nearly  S00  ineu.  Provideo  the 
same   amount   of   money    were     expenped,    the 


reduction  would  be  equivaieot  to  keeping  100 addi- 
tional working  m»H  employed,  £nd  as  the  majority 
of  them  have  families  it  would  support,  on  the 
average,  three  or  four  hundred  mote  people.  I 
ask  whether  it  wouldn't  oe  better  to  give  these 
three  or  four  hundred  oeo;le  some  sustenance 
ratoer  than  have  them  dependent  on  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  or  engage  in  criminal  pursuits 
during  the  coming  winter?  Why,  sir,  it  seems  to 
me  asnalpaole  as  anything  can  be  coat  it  is  the 
wisest  economy,  when  the  demand  for  =abor  is  so 
slight  in  private  aursuits,  for  the  city  to  take 
such  steps  to  keep  toor  people  employed. 
This  matter  has  been  brought  ut>  incirectiy 
from  the  first  of  the  year,  and  I  think  there  has 
been  too  much  disposition  evinced  by  the  Coun- 
cil to  argue  that  it  was  ths  province  of  the  City 
Government  to  provide  sustenance — or,  forsooth, 
work — for  those  citiz-ns  who  are  in  n  ed  of  rt. 
This  is  entirely  antagonistic  to  all  democratic 
ideas ;  it  is  entirely  in  violation  of  the  rudiments 
of  democracy  as  laid  down  by  Jefferson  ana  other 
advocates  ano  leaders  of  republicanism  or  democ- 
racy, which  is  one  and  the  same,  so  far  as  this  is 
concerned.  That  idea  is  borrowed  directly  from 
the  imperial'stic  nations  of  Earope,  where  they 
believe  that  the  lower  classes  of  people  are  naable 
to  devise  ways  and  means  to  support  themsalves, 
and  that  the"Govenment  is  a  paternal  institution 
to  which  the.)  looe  and  from  which  they  are  to  re- 
ceive becefits.  Why,  srr,  the  system  is  soniew  hat 
similar  to  those  in  vogue  tn  ancient  Rome.  The 
people  at  that  time  believed  that  the  Imperial  Gov- 
ernment was  obliged  lo  provide  them  with  money 
without  price,  and  also  gladiatorial  shows  for 
their  amusement.  The  consequence  was  that 
when  there  was  a  famine  in  Egypt  the  city  o£ 
Rome  rose  in  revo't.  Later,  the  same  practice 
was  applied  in  Paris,  where  Napoleon  was  obliged 
to  force  circumstances  in  order  to  keep  the  people 
employeo;  when  tbe  private  demands  for  labor 
slackened  toe  Government  stepped  into  the 
breach  and  supplied  it.  What  was  the  result? 
The  French  Government  was  ooligej  to  go  to  war 
to  keep  the  people  from  rebellion.  I  ask  if  it  is 
well  to  encourage  such  a  system  uncer  this  Gov- 
ernment? It  would  do  away  with  the  idea  of  in- 
dividual independence;  tbe  people,  thus  encour- 
aged, would  lose  their  ideas  of  freedom,  equality 
aud  independence  which  it  was  the  province  of  the 
founders  of  tbis  country  to  encourage.  Itru-cthat 
nothing  of  this  kind  will  be  dooe  here.  At  this  time, 
peihap's,  it  might  be  well  for  the  city,  iu  view  of 
the  cheapness  of  labor  and  materials,  to  carry  on 
certain  improvements  wfcich  have  been  delayed 
becauss  of  their  expense;  but  it  should  not  be 
done  with  the  idea  that  we  are  obliged  to  keep  the 
inhabitants  supplied  with  food. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7— This  is  tbe  second 
lecture  that  my  friend  from  Ward  11  has  given  us 
on  that  peculiar  political  economy  he  has  studied 
so  long,  andupoo  which  he  has  lead  so  much.  In 
otuer  words,  his  idea  is  that  the|goverumenc  of  a 
country  should  guarantee  the  protection  of  life 
aud  property,  and  when  that  is  done  the  rest 
should  be  left  to  individuals.  Why  was  not 
that  principle  practised .  when  Massachusetts 
put  uer  money  into  the  big  hole  in  the 
mountain,  or  loaned  it  to  the  Boston,  Hart- 
ford &  Erie  Railroad;  or  wli  n  the  questiou 
came  up  ot  providing  water  works  for  the 
city  of  Boston— because  if  he  carried  out  his 
system  to  a  logical  conclusion,  it.  is  that  the  Gov- 
ernment must  do  nothing  wuicli  private  individ- 
ual* can  do  (he  shakes  his  Head  and  savs  it  is) — for 
he  has  been  reading  that  style  of  political  econ- 
omy. But  the  question  is  not  whetuer  the  <  iry  of 
Boston  sball  provide  shofs  tor  the  people,  or 
make  the  laborers  like  the  lilies  ot  the  field,  which 
sow  not,  ueither  do  they  spin ;  uor,  like  the  Roman 
Government  of  old,  to  pioyid*  the  people  with 
food  and  raiment  gratis.  The  question  is.  whether 
tbe  laborer  forth  3  City  of  Boston  shall  give  a  tair 
day's  pay  for  a  fair  day's  work,  and  not  for 
marching  up  and  down  tbe  bathing  saloons  as 
the  old  Romans  aid.  That  is  ihe  simple  qaesuon. 
The  order  simply  says  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
Council,  as  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
the  diflcrei  t  wards  of  Boston,  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient at  this  time  to  lower  the  wages  of  the  la- 
borer. We  have  a  right  to  do  th.it.  Nobody  will 
question  tint  we  have  a  perfect  lisrht  to  do  it. 
The  idea  is  simply  preposterous  th  t  ibis  Council, 
having  created  a  certain  board,  lias  no  right  to 
express  its  wishes  to  that  board.  The  constituents 
of  a  man  nave  a  perfect  right  to  irive  n  ex  ires- 
siou  to  their  opinion.  How  much  more  have  the 
creators  the  right  to  s*v  that  this  should  not  be 
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done  by  those  to  wbom  they  have  delegated  cer- 
tain powers.  I  have  bestowed  a  good  deal  of 
thought  upon  this  subject  during  the  past  t»o 
weeks.  I  have  consulted  the  Superintendent  or 
Streets  and  I  have  looked  over  the  Auditor's  re- 
ports. I  shall  yi  Id  io  no  man  in  the  matter  of 
retistchment— and  I  dou't  speak  here  tor  mere 
buncombe;  members  of  lhe  Council  will  give  me 
credit  for  not  saying  anything  merely  for  bun- 
combe; but  I  think  it  is  the  universal  sentim-nt 
of  the  citizens  of  Bostou  that  it  is  inexpedient  at 
this  time  to  lower  the  wage.*  of  the  laboieis. 
Upoj  looking  over  the  Auditoi's  report,  1  find 
that  in  1865,  ten  years  ago,  ihe  laborer;*  received 
$45  a  month,  if  tbey  worked  on  full  time ;  no  v,  if 
thev  work  on  full  time,  tliev  receive  $45.50.  I 
understand  that  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  work  on  full  Mine,  and  therefore  their 
pay  averages  about  $38  pel  month.  1  find  ny  the 
Auditoi's  ii  port  that  iu  1865  the  Auditor  received 
$3000  a  year,  today  he  gets  $6000 ;  the  City  Clerk 
was  paid  then  $3000,  today  $5000;  Cle-k  of  Com- 
mittees then  $1700,  toda'v  $3600;  Citv  Solicitor 
then  $4000,  now  $0000;  City  Messenger  then  $1600, 
now  $2000;  Superintendent  of  Sewors  then  $1650, 
now  $3300;  Superintendent  of  Streets  then  $1500, 
now  $3800;  Superintendent  of  health  tben  $1900, 
now  $3000;  City  Physiciau  then  $1500,  uow  $3000; 
Citv  Ri-gisirar  then  $1800,  uow  $3000;  Chief 
Engineer  tben  $1700,  now  $3300;  Superin- 
tendent of  Federal-street  Bridge,  which  re- 
quires a  great  deal  of  brains,  then  $1500, 
now  $3000;  Superintecdent  of  Dover-street 
Bridge  tben  $700,  aow  $1400;  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  then  $1500,  now  $3600; 
Treasurer,  then  $3750,  now  $6000.  And  the 
Assistant  Assessors,  who  have  increased  so  much 
in  capacity  tor  performing  public  service,  as 
everybody  knows, — the  standard  ot  that  de- 
pattinent  has  been  laiseil  so  much  in  ten  years— 
thatfiom  men  like,  Mr.  Connor,  vbo  in  1865  were 
satisfied  with  $3  or  $4  a  day,  we  have  tisen  io  men 
who  in  1875  receive  $7  a  day  and  $350  for  inside 
work,— an  increase  of  seventy-live  per  cent,  in  ten 
years.  The  increase  in  the  p-iy  of  tne  city  laborers 
has  been  onlynfty  cents  per  month.  I  will  go  as  lar 
as  any  member  ot  this  Council  in  economy;  but  I 
aek  if  it  is  fair  aud  just  and  right  to  begin 
here  and  say,  thus  far  shait  thou  go  and 
no  farther?— that  you  will  cut  down  the  pay 
of  the  men  from  $2  to  $1.75  for  economy's  sake, 
and  tin  large  salaried  men  remain  the  same?  I 
consulted  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
asked  him  if  he  thought  $2  per  day  was  not  a  fair 
day's  pay  for  a  fair  day's  work,  and  he  said  it  was. 
Tben  1  asked  him  what  kind  of  persoos  he  bad 
employed  in  his  department,  and  he  said  the  ap- 
propriation was  so  small  tbis  year  that  he  was 
obliged  to  cut  down  and  cull  from  those  in  the  la- 
borers'department,  and  he  dismissed  (Lose  who 
could  be  dismissed  without  much  injury  to  them- 
selves or  then  families,  or  in  other  words,  those 
who  could  paddle  their  own  canoes,  and  that  all 
those  retained  in  the  department  were  men 
who  have,  on  the  average,  from  four  to 
six  persons  depending  on  them.  Now  ask 
any  member  of  this  Council  how  any  man 
can  support  a  farnilv  ot  six  on  $38  a  month,  which 
is  pearly  as  much  as  they  can  earn  if  they  work 
full  time;  and  if  they  earn  $45.50,  how  can  a  man 
support  a  family  of  five  or  six  upon  that?  The 
gentleman  says  we  must  eauy  on  the  City  Gov- 
ernment precisely  as  a  man's  private  business  is 
carried  on.  I  agres  with  him  that  we  should ;  but 
the  City  Government  has  no  right  to  take  advan- 
tage of  individuals  because  their  places  can  ea-i- 
ly  be  filled;  and  say  ne  will  not  give  vou  a  fair 
day's  price  *or  a  fair  day's  work  because  we  can 
get  somebody  else  who  is  on  the  point  of 
starvation,  and  will  work  for  $1.75  a  day  to 
keen  him  from  starving.  I  hope  the  City  Gov- 
ernment will  be  the  last  to  adopt  such  a  position 
as  this.  I  Snow  that  we  have  no  power  to  raise  or 
lower  wages;  but  this  is  a  simple  suggestion,  and 
1  think  it  would-be  worthy  of  consideration,  and 
would  be  leceived  with  that  respect  which  it 
ought  to  hive,  coming  from  this  Council.  For 
that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  this  order  at  this  time, 
believing  that  it  represents  the  sense  of  a  majori- 
ty of  the  Council  and  th«  inoabitants.  If  we  are 
to  cut  down  wages,  let  us  begin  at  the  top  and  1 
will  go  with  you. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  has  just 
arrived  at  the  point  where  I  thought  he  would  ar- 
ri  e  when  he  first  got  up.  My  point  is  taat  we,  as 
a  Common  Council,  have  no  right  to  establish  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  of  the  city.  If  I  had  the  right, 
I  would  advance  the  rate  to  $2.50,  rather  than  re- 


duce it.  But  it  strikes  me  that  if  we  desire  to  ap- 
proach me  Board  of  Aldermen  «e  should  do  it  in 
the  form  of  a  resolve.  Let  them  understand  that 
this  is  our  opinion,  and  I  think  ihat  will  be  better 
tban  a  peremptory  order.  1  would  suggest  that  an 
amendment  be  made,  so  that  it  shall  be  in  the 
shine  ot  a  resolve  instead  of  an  order. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward— I  hope  gentlemen  will 
vote  undeistan  linglv  upon  this  question.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  has  made  his  remarks  in 
such  a  plausible  form  that  it  is  difficult  to  reply 
to  them.  Certainly  I  do  not  piopo-e  to  go  into 
the  question  of  lolitical  economy,  but  I  will  take 
occasion  to  say  that  I  differ  trom  his  conclusions. 
He  states  that  it  will  do  no  harm  to  vote  for  the 
order,  because  it  is  simply  an  expression  of  opin- 
ion ;  but  it  was  stated  that  if  we  pass  this  order  it 
will  nave  all  the  effect  of  an  ordinance, 
and  we  ought  to  und~rjtand  whether  that 
is  the  case  or  not  —  whether  this  Coun- 
cil, in  voting  for  the  order  or  resolve  aud  sending 
it  up  to  the  other  branch,  who  may  do  likewise, 
are  substantially  voting  for  an  ordinance  that  no 
wages  in  any  department  shall  be  reduced.  Now, 
I  noiice  by  the  reports  that  these  things  generally 
come  up  on  the  eve  of  an  election,  aod  I  notice 
that  gentlemen,  about  this  tine,  are  very  willing 
to  exnivss  good  feeling  towards  the  poor.  But  I 
would  like  to  ask  any  gentlemen,  if  they  have 
occasion  to  hire  eight,  ten  or  twenty  men.  to 
be  paid  from  their  own  purses,  whether  it  is 
their  custom  to  employ  them  at  the  cur- 
rent late  of  wages,  if  it  be  $1.50  a  daj, 
or  whether  they  voluntarily  pay  $2  a  day,  if 
it  comes  from  their  own  means?  Now,  what 
right  have  we,  as  representatives  of  the  people, 
elected  to  cone ucl  their  affaiis  *ith  eieuomy,  to 
vote  to  spsodotber  people's  money  in  sucha  wav? 
It  is  the  duty  ot  every  superintendent,  having 
control  of  a  department,  to  obtain  his  labor  at  the 
current  rate  ot  wages,  and  not  to  pay  less  than 
that.  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  be  afraid"  to exoress 
his  booest  conviction  wnen  it  comes  to  a  vote.  If 
the  passage  of  such  an  older  has  all  the  effect  of 
an  ordinance,  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  vote  tor  it. 

Mr.  Kelley  of  Ward  21— W ten  1  signed  that  mi- 
nority report  the  idea  of  an  election  never  entered 
my  mind,  for  I  don't  mucd  cars  whether  I  am  re- 
turned or  not.  But  I  believe  in  being  as  sav- 
ing as  I  possibly  can  for  the  city,  and  I  believe, 
likewise,  in  a  man  practicing  what  he  preaches. 
I  hired  from  ten  to  twenty  laborers  this  summer, 
and  I  have  paid  them  at  the  rate  of  $2  a  day.  I 
believe  in  paying  a  man  enough  for  a  day's  work 
so  that  he  can  afford  to  eat  a  good  dinner  at  noon 
and  be  tit  to  do  half  a  cay's  work  afterwards.  I 
believe  ia  hiring  men  so  that  I  shall  not 
have  two  or  three  tmstees  put  upon  me  before 
Saturday  and  I  be  compelled  to  go  into  court 
Monday  morning  and  settle  the  men's  claims.  I 
oelieve  in  hiiing  men  so  that  they  can  pay  their 
debts.  I  know  men  who  are  working  for  the  city 
of  Boston  today  whose  wages  are  mortgaged  to 
the  grocery  stores,  while  their  wives  go  out  wash- 
ing in  order  to  pay  the  house  rent.  I  know  peo- 
ple who  keep  their  children  home  from  school  be- 
cause tbey  cannot  afford  to  give  them  clothes 
suitable  to  wear  to  schoo' — I  don't  say  this  to  be 
returned,  for  it  is  n't  a  place  that  I  care  for — and 
if  the  Truant  Officer  happens  to  catch  those  chil- 
dren in  the  street,  they  are  ss.nt  do.vo  to  the 
island.  There  are  frequently  such  cases  of  chil- 
dren being  sent  to  the  island,  and  tlieir  parents 
don't  know  where  they  are.  Before  I  signed  that 
report  I  made  it  my  business  to  inquire  what  wa- 
ges were  paid  at  the  wharves  in  Charlestowu,  and 
I  found  that  on  the  line  of  Water  street  the  men 
are  paid  $2  a  day,  and  it  is  the  same  ar  the  Navy 
Yard.  I  believe  io  members  voting  for  any  meas- 
ure in  this  Council  without  fear  or  favor. '  If  pri- 
vate individuals  can  affoidto  pay  $2  a  day,  1  don't 
see  why  the  great  City  of  Boston  cannot  afford  io 
do  the  sarn^.  I  believe  those  men  have 
the  same  right  ro  fair  pay  for  a  fair  day's 
work  that  the  clerks  in  the  departments  have,  and 
I  would  like  some  of  those  gentlemen  to  work  an 
hour  in  a  cesspool,  and  say  whether  it  is  n't  worth 
$2  a  day.  I  believe  in  a  reduction  of  salaries.  I 
believe  we  can  get  a  City  Solicitor  for  $4000  a  year 
with  almost  as  much  talent  s,s  the  present  one.  If 
we  are  goine  to  reduce,  letu;  commence  at  the 
top.  with  bis  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  go  down  to 
the  swe?pers  of  the  streets.  I  believe  that  all  the 
employes  are  getting  too  high  salaries.  We 
elected  deputy  collectors  last  week,  and  there 
was  considerable  tlebate  in  the  Beard  of 
Aldermen.  Some  of  them  wanted  to  pay 
$1700    merely    to    collect    taxes.     I   wa«     talk. 
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iog  with  the  chaitmau  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing, who  gives  brains  and  talents  tne  orefeience. 
Let  ntm  talk  wito  these  meu  on  the  st.eet  and 
he  will  find  coisiderable  braio  and  talent  there; 
but  ch^ir  pay  is  reduced.  Whe,  sir.  I  know  men 
on  the  S'reet  who  are  more  competent  to  ran  the 
gangs  loan  the  bosses  a»-e.  I  ask,  how  the-e  men 
can  be  expected  to  support  theii  families  thiough 
this  winter  on  $1.75  a  day  and  not  work  full  time 
either,  as  most  of  the  work  in  winter  is  shov- 
elling snow  off  the  streets.  And  I  should 
like  to  Know  how  much  the  city  is  going  to 
gain  by  a  reduction  of  twenty-five  cents  on 
the  laborer's  pay,  when  he  wont  have  more 
ttnn  a  quarter  or  the  time  to  worrt.  Itbinkitis 
unjust  to  the  poor  mar>.  I  claim  rhat  I  came  here 
not  seeking  to  be  returned,  for  I  have  my  doubts 
if  I  snoula  it  I  am  nominated  and  elected.  I  hold 
that  no  member  should  hesitate  to  vote  tor  the 
best  in:erest  of  fbe  city. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  wa,"t  to  say  a  tew 
words  on  this  subject.  I  agree  with  gentlemen 
who  say  we  have  a  peifeet  righr  to  express  our 
opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  expedient  or  not  to  in- 
duce th3  pav  of  the  laborers  at  the  present 
time;  but  I  think  there  are  some  common 
seDse  vjews  of  tbe  matter  which  I  na.ve 
n't  yet  heard  expressed  this  evening,  and  wbich 
ought  to  be  stated.  I  did  n't  iutend  anything  un- 
complimentary, and  I  don't  mean  that  what  has 
been  said  wers  not  conmoi.-se  se  views.  It  is 
bimplythis:  The  City  Government  has  appropri- 
ated certain  sums  of  money  to  can  v  out  certain 
public  works.  We  can  spend,  say.  $600  io  labor, 
and  if  we  employ  men  at  $2  a  day,  300  will  be  em- 
ployed; if  we  give  them  $1.50  a  day  we  can  employ 
400  men.  Now,  it  is  agieed  upon  all  hands  that 
there  are  now  more  laboring  men  in  the  city  than 
can  find  work ;  many  men  are  in  great  straits  be- 
cause ihey  cannot  find  work.  Now,  is  n't  it  better 
that  the  city's  money  shoulo  be  distributed 
among  400  men  at  $1.50  a  day  apiece,  than  among 
300  at  $2?  Would  n't  it  help  more  oieti?  Would  n't 
it  do  more  good,  if  distributed  among  400  men  at 
$1.50  aday,  thanamoDg  300  men  at  $2?  Would  n't 
it  bebetiei  that  a  great  many  uj6o  should  nave 
something,  tuan  to  give  it  to  a  few  and  let  toe 
rest  have  nothing?  Besides  more  work  would  be 
done,  and  more  ttieets  would  be  put  in  good  or- 
der. We  can  spend  but  so  much  money,  as 
the  amouot  has  been  determined.  We  cao  make 
the  money  go  further  by  reducing  the 
wages.  I  don't  believe  in  reducing  wages 
below  the  ordinary  rates  paid  by  business 
men,  and  I  don't  understand  thai  that  has  been 
done.  But  if  we  do  niake  this  redaction  we  help 
more  men  and  do  more  good  to  the  laboring  class- 
es, get  more  benefit  from  it,  more  work  done, 
more  streets  put  in  good  order,  and  get  more  tor 
our  money.  Those  seem  to  me  to  be  tne  reasons 
why  it  is  proper  and  just  that  wages  should  be  re- 
d  uced  to  the  tair  average  of  those  paid  by  private 
individuals  and  corporations. 

Mr.  Walsh— For  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman  on 
my  rigor,  I  would  state  that  I  have  examined  the 
corporation  in  this  and  neighboring  cities  and  I 
find  that  the  average  pay  is  $36  or  $38  a  month. 
Bot  the  labor  is  inside  work,  while  our  city  labor- 
eis  are  on  the  streets,  keeping  the  crossings  clean 
for  the  ladies  to  walk  over;  and  if  the  day  is  wet 
they  are  sent  home  and  lose  the  time.  You  give 
these  men  $1.50  a  dav  and  the  next  thing  is 
their  wives  and  children  have  to  go  out  on 
the.  street  and  beg.  It  is  a  shame  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  reduce  the  pay  of  its  la- 
boreis  down  to  $1.50.  I  emploj  eighteen  men  and 
would  be  ashamed  to  offer  them  $1.50  a  day.  I 
find  by  Mr.  Harris's  books  that  the  men  last  win- 
ter oid  n't  average  three-quaiters  time.  We  can- 
not reduce  the  city  expenses  by  reducing  the  la- 
borers'pay,  tor  they  will  have  to  be  supported 
somehow.  Gentlemen  should  not  begin  ecoco  ny 
by  attacking  tbe  poor  man  and  the  mechanic. 
There  is  my  friend  in  front  of  me.  Look  at  the 
money  he  has  lavished  upon  superintendents  and 
commissioners.  Why,  sir,  we  can  get  just  as  good 
me o  by  reducing  their  salary  thirty  per  ceni.  It 
isn't  like  reducing  the  poor  men, for  we  must 
support  them,  f  oi  they  will  have  to  go  to  the  soup 
houses.  No  man  of  feeling  in  this  Council  will  vote 
to  reduce  to  $150  a  day,  bu-  every  member  will 
vote  according  to  his  best  judgment. 

Mr.  Duggan  of  Wards  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  hope  the  main  question  will  not  be 
ordered,  oecause,  when  I  was  up  before  I  said  rhat 
the  nassage  of  the  order  would  have  the  force  of 
an  ordinance,  but  I  say  now  the  order  is  but  an 


expression  of  opinion,  and  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Duggan  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sbaw— It  does  seem  very  singular  that  gen- 
tlemen should  oring  forward  these  rlausibls 
arguments,  but  there  is  no  aepth  to  them.  Gen- 
tlemen will  remencDer  that  tbis  subject  wa= 
brought  befo;e  the  Coujcii  some  rims  ia=t  year, 
and  we  had  the  same  style  of  areu  nent.  They 
even  wect  baok,  as  they  have  gone  tonight,  to  im- 
perial Borne  aod  revolutionary  Fraace,  and 
Drought  up  the  " poly tariack"  of  Napoleon  the 
Toird.  This  is  a  tree  and  independent  govern- 
ment. Let  us  not  folio  w  the  action  or  the  mon- 
archies of  Europe.  All  tha'  was  brought  along 
here,  but  il  was  laughed  at  and  almost  kicked 
out  And  tne  same  plausible  argumect  was 
brought  up  about  the  election,  which  my  frieDd 
from  Waid  9  has  referred  to,  two  or  three 
times.  Why  does  it  rankle  in  his  inino  ?  It  takes 
a  rogue  to  catch  a  rogue,  tt  ey  say.  Nobody  else 
talks  about  electioa  except  those  who  oppose  the 
mtro  uctioo  of  th.s  order.  It  don'c  trouble  any- 
body else.  It  don't  trouble  me,  and  I  may  or  may 
not  be  a  candioatefor  election  at  tbe  proper  sime; 
but  I  am  will,  og  to  meet  it.  I  say  it  is  inhuman 
to  introduce  an  order  to  cut  down  the  « ages  of 
laboring  men.  Why,  si.-,  upon  our  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  when  the  matter  was  dis- 
cussed a  few  weeks  ago,  Superiateadent  Galvin 
was  calle  1  io  to  give  us  his  opinion,  and 
the  acting  chairman,  who  happens  to  be  the 
chairman  of  another  c  immittee,  brought  in  Mr. 
Harri',  th=  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Both  said 
tnev  could  not  employ  aoother  man,  be  the  wages 
moieorl  ss.  I  asked  that  questiou  myself.  Talk 
about  spreading  the  mouey  among  more  men !  It 
is  perfectly  pieposterous,  though  1  will  admit  the 
strength  of  the  argument  that  thev  will  not  be 
compelled  to  discharge  quite  so  many  meu,  per- 
haps, at  this  time.  Instead  of  Keeping  along  the 
work  taat  is  needed  to  be  done,  this  so-called 
economy  is  frightening  people  to  death— not  so 
much  n ere  as  in  the  other  branch.  It  is  all  bal- 
derdash. It  is  a  political  movement,  and  oothing 
else.  Now,  my  worthy  friend  "'  m  Ward  11,  who 
has  left  his  seat,  says  everything  has  declined. 
How  much  lower  is  beef  now  than  BVe  yeais  ago"? 
or  any  other  necessades  for  the  poo  man  to  live 
upoi"?  I  wish  somebody  woold  tise  in  his  place 
and  state  the  facts.  I  doa't  see  it.  And  the  Eatly 
Rose  potatoes— tell  u?e.  Mi.  President,  are  tney 
lower  today?  Now, si  .it  is  undertaken  to  defeat 
this  upon  a  matter  of  princmle,  aod  they  bring 
up  revolutionary  France  and  imperial*  Rome. 
Where  is  the  fairness  of  comparing  this  fa>r 
land  of  ours  with  the  monarchies  of  Europe? 
Aie  we  to  regulate  our  institutions  here  as  Rome 
managed  hers  or  France  aers?  That  is  a  practi- 
cal common-sense  question.  Now  to  what  does 
this  mat rer  before  the  Council  apply?  Why,  sir, 
we  are  simply  maaagingthe  city's  business  as  any 
ma ;  would  manage  bis.  as  my  friend  says:  and 
let  me  answer  mat  this  i  agreat  corporation, 
and  we  are  the  trustees,  We  are  bound  to  do  that 
which  is  for  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number.  Ano  my  worrhy  friend  who  is  absent 
from  bis  seat — I  hope  he  will  come  back 
soon — has  studied  political  economy  and 
quotes  from  Jefferson.  We'l,  in  my  ooyuood  I 
read  Jefferson,  and  the  carlinal  principle 'of  Jef- 
ferson was  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest 
numbei.  We  are  bound  to  protect  tbe  people,  as 
we  are  the  trustees  of  this  great  corporation :  we 
are  bouud  to  protect  them  in  such  a  manner  ss 
shall  be  for  tbe  best  interest  of  the  whole  people 
in  the  long  ruo.  Now,  sir,  there  is  n't  a  gentle 
man  sitting  at  t'.is  Board  but  will  admit  his  cou- 
viction  that  the  coining  winter  i«  to  be  the  hard- 
est that  poor  peonle  have  known  for  a  quarter  of 
a  centuiy.  I  think  that  no  one  will  dei>y  that 
last  winter  was  the  hardest  ever  known"  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  when  a  certain  bill  was  carried 
through  foi  the  temporary  relief  of  the  pool. 
Within  sixty  days  before  that  bill  receivea  tne  ap- 
proval of  his  Excellency  I  happened  to  be  drawn 
npon  a  coroaet's  jury  to  consider  the  ca»e  of  a 
woman  who  died  by  starvation  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  City  Hail.  I  hope  my  "polytariack" 
friends  will  tbirb  of  this.  But  foi  that  legal  act 
and  tbe  good  Sisters  of  Charity  hundreds  of  such 
instances  would  have  occurred.  Let  u-'  bring  this 
thing  home  and  not  dodge  tne  question. 
Let  us  meet  it  squarely,  as  every  man  of 
common  sense  ooes,  and  ask  what  is  the  best 
thirg  for  us  to  do  in  view  of  all  the  facts.  I  hope 
ibis  matter  will  pass.    I  am  glad  my  fuend  ha$ 
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asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  each  man  may 
put  himself  upon  record  whecher  he  is  willing  his 
acts  here  should  be  judged  by  the  people,  and 
whether  he  is  acting  truly  tor  the  interest  of  the 
people,  or  whether  he  has  political  matters  to 
carry.  Let  ua  meet  it  fairlv  and  squarely.  If  it 
is  passed  by  the  City  Council  and  goes  to 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  let  him  st*nd  be- 
fore the  people  and  say  whether  be  is 
willing  io  do  that  which  shall  be  good  for  the 
people,  and  not  let  the  "polytariacks''  or  poiirics 
interfere  wiih  his  good  stnse  or  reason  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Train  moved  that  the  order  be  amended  bv 
substituting  "Resolved"  tor  "Ordered,"  which 
was  accepted  by  Mr.  Walsh. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hairigan,  the  main  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  resolve  as  amended  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading— yeas  34,  nays  17: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Brackett,  Bur- 
gess, Clarke,  Collins,  Coyle,  Cushrnan,  Damon, 
Dugean,  Edwards,  Fitzgerald,  Fitzpatrick,  Flyna, 
Guild,  Harngan,  Hicks,  Hiscock,  Kelley,  Kirrgs- 
ley,  Lappen,  Loring,  Molev,  Morrison,  Power, 
Rice,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Smith,  Stacev,  Traiu,  Trull, 
Walsh,  Wilson— 34. 

Nays -Messrs.  Beal,  Burditt,  Crocker,  Cushing, 


Felt,  Goldthwait,  Harmon,  Howes,  Jaques,  Page, 
Paiker,  Pierce,  Sampson,  Sprague,  Sweetser, 
Toucher,  Willcutt— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bent,  Cawley, 
Curtis,  Day,  Devereux,  Kimball,  KiDg^bury, 
LeightOD,  Long,  Mooney,  Murray, Newton,  Noyes, 
Osborne,  Peabody,  Perkins,  Wadsworth,  Wal- 
biidge,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Woods— 22. 

The  ovder  was  then  passed.    Sent  up. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of   Ward  7  offeied  the  tollow'ng: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions be  authorized  to  reporc  to  this  board,  on  or 
before  the  11th  of  November,  a  suitable  place  sepa- 
rate and  apart  from  the  penal  institutions,  to 
which  may  be  sent  the  minors  heretofore  commil- 
ted  to  Dear  Island  under  the  truant  and  vagrant 
acts;  said  report  to  cover  the  estimated  expense 
of  putting  said  place  in  proper  condition  for  occu- 
pation. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 
the  order,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was 
amended  by  substituting  "18th"  for  "11th"  and 
passed.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 


596 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    1,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JORORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
perior Court,  First  Session,  October  term. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION  CONFIRMED. 

Special  Police  Officers — George  S.  Hutchinson, 
Evening  School,  b-ith  house,  Caoot  street ;  Patrick 
P.  Turish,  schcolhouse,  Fifth  street ;  William  R. 
Gray,  for  Globe  Insurance  Company. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

roe  construction  of  sewers  in  May  wood  street; 
it,  Curtis  street,  West  Roxbury,  and  in  Chelsea 
street,  between  City  square  and  Joiner  stieet, 
Charlestown;  and  the  taking  ot  land  for  sewer  in 
King  street  were  considered  on  orders  of  notice  for 
hearings.  No  one  appeared  to  object  and  the  orders 
were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  H.  A.  S.  D.  Dudley 
et  al.,  for  extension  of  sewer  in  Tremont  street  as 
far  as  Wigglesworth  street. 

Harriet  E.  Reynolds,  that  a  sewer  be  laid  in 
Cedar  street,  between  Lambeit  avenue  and  Haw- 
thot  o  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Jobn  Quinn,  for 
a  hack  stand  on  South  street. 

JamfS  J.  Cavanaugh,  for  hack  license  at  Old 
Colony  House  ou  Kneeland  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Pitkin 
&  Co.,  that  a  plank  walk  be  laid  on  the  Common 
from  West  street  to  Par*  square. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  D.  D.  Skil- 
lings  to  be  compensated  for  injury  to  bis  busi- 
ness by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  front  of 
Bovlston  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Thomas  S.  Clark, 
et  at.,  tor  street  lamp  on  Pine  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
George  W.  Carnes,  remonstrance  against  the 
proposition  ti  annex  Brookline  to  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables— F. 
H.  Hartshorn,  old  wooden,  fivehoises,  600  Shaw- 
mut  venue;  D.  H.  Pettee  &  Co.,  new  wooden, 
three  horses,  in  rear  of  92  Cambridge  street,  Ward 
22;  Hannah  M.Cook,  new  wooden,  one  cow  and 
oni  horse.  Williams  street,  Ward  17;  Cornelius 
CroniD,  new  woodeo,  two  horses,  Paris  stieet, 
Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Samuel  W.  Clif- 
foid,  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  to  his  estate 
by  a  defective  culvert  at  cornei  of  Tremont  and 
Canton  street*. 

E  Hodge '&  Co.,  to  move  two  boilers  on  rollers 
from  100  Liverpool  stieet  to  Atlautic  Works  wharf 
on  Border  street.    (Referred  with  full  power.) 

Choate  Burnham,  that  portions  of  Lowland, 
Ninth  and  Old  Harboi  streets  be  graded,  and  side- 
walks laid  on  latter  street 

Tnoma?  Callahan  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be  laid 
in  Sawyer  -treet,  Ward  11. 

Thomas  E.  Procter  et  al.,  for  plank  wa'k  across 
Washington  square,  from  High  street  to  Belcher 
lane. 

Petifious  for  edgestones  in  front  of  the  school- 
house  ou  Prospect  and  Edgeworth  streets,  Charles- 
town,  ard  in  front  of  estates  of  J.  W.  Page,  on 
Atvestoi-  street,  corner  Seaverns  avenue. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Charles  J.  Fox,  49  Newbury  street;  Samuel 
Stutibs,  ou  Columbus  avenue. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  6t  Uriah  H.  Coffin,  72  Rutland 
square,  ard  John  G.  Blood,  Wall  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Patrick  Kane  ct  al.,  that  Tudor  street  be  paved, 
and  sidewalks  laid  fiom  E  to  F  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  Daniel,  Kingsley  $242.06,  for  land 
and  irrade  damages  ou  Foster  street  in  Brighton. 
Passed. 

Order  to  pav  Fritza,  wife  of  H.  M.  Nelson,  $735, 
for  land  damages  on  Harrison  avenue.     Pessed. 

Order  to  pay  Benjamin  A.  Brown  $275,  for  laud 
damages  on  Bowdoio  street,  Ward  16.    Passed. 


PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Printing  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  print  and  stereotype  index  to  City 
Documents,  etc.    Accepted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Institutions  to  report, 
before  November  18,  a  suitable  place  in  which  tru- 
ants and  minors  may  be  kept  separate  and  apart 
from  adult  criminals.    Passed. 

REPORT  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

City  Registrar.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Oct. 
31 — Marriage  certificates  issued,  1059;  receipts, 
$529.50,  which  has  been  paid  to  the  City  Collector. 
Sent  down. 

RESIGNATION  OF  THE  CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  : 

City  Hall,  Nov.  1, 1875. 

To  the  City  Council  of  Boston— The  undersigned, 
Clerk  of  Committees,  respectfully  informs  your 
honorable  body  that  he  has  made  engagements 
which  will  prevent  him  fiom  continuing  in  the 
service  of  the  city  after  the  25th  inst.,  and  tie  here- 
by tenders  his  resignation  ot  the  office,  to  take  ef- 
fect upon  the  election  of.  a  successor.  He  begs  to 
present  his  wartrest  thanks  to  all  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  City  Government  for  the  great 
kindoess  and  courtesy  which  they  have  shown 
him  during  his  long  tefm  of  office. 

James  M.  Eugbee. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  am  sure  that  this  commu- 
nication will  be  received  by  the  City  Council  not 
only  with  surprise,  but  with  a  feeling  of  very  deep 
regret.  The  members  of  this  Government,  and 
of  the  Governments  for  several  years  psst,  know 
sotLething  of  the  worth  of  Mr.  Bugbee  a«  Clerk  of 
Committees.  But  I  rise  at  this  time,  Mr.  Chair- 
mau,  simply  io  move  that  the  communication  be 
referred  toa  committee  consisting  of  two  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  with  such  as  the  Common 
Council  may  join. 

The  motion  prevailed,  andAldeimen  Piescott 
and  Power  were  apnointed  on  said  committee. 
Sent  down. 

licenses. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed — Mis.  Mary  Reed,  11 
Madison  street  (transfer  from  Mrs.  Martha  F. 
Smiley). 

Hack  License  Granted — Tobn  J.  Cummings,  262 
Hauover  street;  George  H.  Denvir,  corner  Milk 
and  Federal  streets. 

Dealers  in  Second-Hand  Articles  Licensed — Wil- 
liam Hare,  63  Chambers  i  treet;  Henry  Ashworth, 
corner  of  Vernon  and  Simmons  streets;  John  C. 
Walters,  409  Second  street;  F.  J.  Williams,  5  Mil- 
ler street,  Cbarlestown 

Auctioneer  Licensed — W.  A.  Coles,  199  Hanover 
street. 

Pawnbrokers  Licensed — Martin  &  Lawrence,  12 
Brattle  square  (transfer  from  Lovinski  &  Martin;. 

Wagcn  Licenses  Granted— J.  Mc Anerl in.  Worces- 
ter and  Washington  streets;  F.  Naumum,  1285 
Tremont  street;  E.  L.  Crowell,  28  Commercial 
whatf ;  John  Cuirier,  corner  Market  and  Rutland 
streets ;  Charles  McKay  &  Co.,  143  Lincoln  street; 
C.  E.  Birkmaier,  258  Purchase  stieet. 

Wagon  License  Rel  used— Isaac  Seabury,  corner 
Washington  street  and  Indiana  place. 

Severallv  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aldermar.  Power  submitted  reports  and  orders 
from  the  Committee  on  Pacing,  as  follows: 

Reports  and  orders  for  edge  stones  it)  front  of  es- 
tates on  the  westerly  side  of  Centre  stieet,  Ward 
17,  between  Pond  street  and  Lakevi'le  place;  Jobn 
M.  Call,  on  Starr  stieet;  and  Jo'in  Stauton.  on 
Walk  Hill  street,  Ward  17.  Orders  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
William  L.  Joues  et.  al.,  for  plank  sidewalk  in 
Washington  street,  Ward  17,  between  Boston 
place  and  Dudley  avenue;  G.  H.Williams  ct  al., 
to  -be  oaid  for  grtde  carnages  on  Pond  «treet. 
Watd  17;  Daniel  Goodnow  et  a!.,  that  the  bay 
window  on  West  Brookline  street,  near  Tremont 
stieet.  be  allowed  to  remain ;  A.  D.  Hibbard  ct  al., 
that  John  street  be  repaved. 

Reuort  recommending  reference  to  Cornniittee 
ou  Lamps  of  petition  of  Joseph  Williams  et  al., 
for  certain  improvements  en  Ashland  street.  West 
Roxbury.    Accepteo,  and  referred  accordingly, 

Oideied,  That  thd  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
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pave  the  siuewalks  oo  Dorchester  avenue,  be- 
tween the  bridge  over  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad  and  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  cross- 
ing; also  to  pave  the  roadway  of  said  avenue  with 
small  granite  block".    Estimated  cost,  $2800. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  t<ie  Suptiintendeot  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Faoeuil  Hall  square,  between 
Not  'h  Market  and  Union  streets,  with  small  gtau- 
ite  oloeks.    Estimated  cost,  $1000. 

Reao  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  SU-»ets  be 
directed  to  pave  North  stre«t,  between  Suu-ourt 
and  Fleet  street,  with  small  granite  blocks.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $4000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Rsport  and  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  directed  to  pave  North  Ceutre  street, 
between.  Hanover  and  Nortli  street?,  with  small 
granite  blocks.  Estimated  cost,  $3000.  Order  read 
twicsaod  passed. 

Report  ard  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  ne  oiiected  to  furnish  aod  set  the  edge- 
sto  es  aod  pave  the  gutter*  on  AJford  street, 
Charlestown,  between  Maiden  Bridge  and  the 
town  of  Everett;  aiso  to  grade  and  macadamize 
ihe  roadwav  of  said  street,  and  report  the  cost  ot 
said  edgestoies.     Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  recommending  the  granting,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  of  permits  to  move  wooatn 
buildings,  aa  follows:  S.  &  D.  Richards,  three 
buildiogs  from  393  Medfoid  street  to  Beach  street, 
Waid  22;  Joho  C*vanagh,  across  West  Second 
street.  Ward  7.    Seveta'ly  accepted. 

Report  aid  ordei  tor  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  of  Mary  K.  Ross,  649  ana  551  Columbus 
avenue;  Hogh  McBarron.  57  East  Detlham  street; 
C.  J.  Speoceley,  11  Nortbheld  street;  Eliza  beta  A. 
Davs,  233  Longwood  avenue;  Mrs.  N.  E.  Chester, 
246  Longwood  aveoue.  Order  lead  twice  aod 
parsed. 

Report  and  ordei  for  edgestones  aod  brick  side- 
walk in  front  ot  i-states  of  Samuel  StebbiDS  and 
P.  H.  McGlynn  on  West  Rutland  square.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

"  Ordered,  That  notice  be  and  hereby  is  given  to 
the  owners  of  estates  numbered  33, 35:  37,  39, 41 
and  43  Tremont  street  to  remove  forthwith  the 
iion  oosts  now  standing  on  the  outer  edge  of  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  said  estates;  said  posts  being 
obstructions  in  the  highway  and  dangerous  to 
public  travel. 

Reoort  and  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  be  diiecttd  to  pave  Elm  street  between 
Washington  ard  Hanover  streets  with  small  gran- 
ite blocks.  Estimated  cost,  $1800.  Order  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  aDd  order  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  b6  directed  to  furnish  and  sec  the  edge- 
stones,  macadamize  che  roadway  ana  pave  the 
sidewalks  and  gutters  on  Harvard  square,  Chailes- 
town ;  and  to  report  to  this  Board  the  cost  ot  said 
edgestones  and  sidewalks.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  edgestones  and  side- 
walks in  Medford,  East  Fifth,  P  and  Q  and  other 
streets,  and  in  trout  of  numerous  estates,  with  or- 
ders for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
same.    Orders  read  twice  ano  passed. 

STATUE  OF  GENERAL  GLOVER. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Ground*, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from 
the  executors  and  trustees  under  the  will  of  the 
lat»  Benjamin  T.  Reed,  presenting  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  in  accordance  «ich  the  instructions  of  the 
testator,  a  bronze  statue  of  General  John  Glover, 
which  has  been  erected  in  Comu.  on  wealth  avenue, 
having  coumdered  the  subject,  would  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accomoaeying  or- 
ders: 

Orcered,  That  the  gift  to  this  city,  by  the  late 
Benjamin  T.  Reed,  of  the  statue  ot  General  John 
Glover,  a  brave  and  gallant  officer  who  served 
with  distinguished  honor  in  thn  war  for  American 
independence,  be  ano  the  same  is  hereby  accept- 
ed; and  that  his  Honoi  the  Mavor,  in  behalf  or 
the  city  of  Boston,  oe  requested  to  make  to  the 
executors  of  the  wil'  of  the  generous  ana  public- 
spirited  donor  a  suitable  acknowledgment  of  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Puolic  Grounds  be  authorized  to  place  a  suitable 
inscription  upon  the  pedestal  of  the  statue  of 
General  John  Glover,  erected  m  Commonwealth 
avenue,  aud  to  properly  grade  the  grounds  arouna 


fie  same;  the  sum   necessary  to   defrav  the    ex- 
'pet'Se,  not  exceeding  $500,  to    be  transferred  for 
that  purpose  from  the  appropriation  for  Watering 
Streets. 

Read  twice  and   passed— yeas  12.  nays  0.     Sent 
down. 

COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Common  and  t'ubiic  Grounds 
respectlullv  request  that  an  appropriation  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  grading,  cuibing  and 
fencing  the  squ*rd  on  Commonwealth  avenue, 
betweeu  Faufield  street  atd  Gloucester  street. 
An  appropriation  for  that  object,  amounting  to 
$10,000,  was  included  in  the  general  appropriation 
bill  for  the  present  financial  year,  but  as  it  was 
somewhat  doubrful  whether  U.e  citv  would  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  leiritory  bet  jre  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  as  other  appropriations  were  run- 
ning short,  the  committee  asked  aud  obtained  the 
transfer  of  that  ?um  to  the  appropriations  for 
labor  and  forgiadingandicnproviugcenaiu  parks. 
By  the  recent  settlement  with  the  Boston  Water 
Power  Company  the  city  has  come  into  possession 
of  the  title  to  Commouwealth  avenue  extended  to 
WestCbester-oark  street;  and  it  is  de.-uable  that 
the  section  lying  between  Fairfield  street  aad 
Gloucesrer  street  should  ce  put  in  order  a*  soon  as 
possible,  for  the  reasoa  that  the  owners  of  estates 
abutting  theieor  may  be  induced  to  improve  their 
property  at  ao  early  day,  a  d  also  for  the  reason 
that  the  work  can  be  done  much  cheaper  now 
than  at  any  time  hereafter,  aod  employment  fur- 
nished to  those  greatly  in  need  of  it.  The  com- 
mittee would,  therefoie,  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  order:  | 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  report  tn  older  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $10,000  for  the  purpose  of  grauiug,  curbing  and 
fencing  the  square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  be- 
tween Fairfield  street  aud  Gloucester  stieet. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Aloerman  Prescott,  to 
the  Committee  o.)  Finauce.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES,   ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  laDd  damages  as  follows:  Ed- 
ward McKechnie,  $684,  widening  of  Savin  Hill 
aveuue;  Lawrence  Cuddy,  $5100,  laying  out  Swett 
street;  John  H.  Pierce,  $111.25,  widening  Wash- 
ington street,  Brighton,  in  1873.  Severally  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  toe  betterment  of  $600  assessed 
to  the  estate  of  Charles  Nowell,  corner  of  Tenny- 
Min  street  and  Columbus  avenue,  lor  the  extension 
of  said  aveoue  to  Park  sqnare.be  and  the  same  heie- 
by  is.  for  cause,  reducea  oy  the  sum  of  $200,  leav- 
ing the  said  estate  of  NorweU,  corner  of  Tenny- 
son street  and  Columbus  avenue,  assessed  at  $400 
for  said  extension ;  and  that  the  interest  on  said 
assessment  be  remitted. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  that  no  action  is  Decessary  on  petitions 
of  Children's  Mission  for  abatement  of  their  Tre- 
moot-street  betterment  assessments,  settlements 
haying  been  maae  with  tne  petitioners.  Ac- 
cepted. 

In  tne  matter  of  the  petition  of  the  proprietors 
of  Rows's  wharf,  praying  this  Board  to  estimate 
the  damages  occasioned  to  theii  property  on  At- 
lantic avenue  by  the  location  and  construction  of 
the  station  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn 
Rai'road  over  an!  upon  said  property,— it  now  ap- 
pearing that  the  petitioners  and  respondents  have 
received  actual  notice  andha ye  agreed  that  a  deci- 
sion may  be  made  by  this  Board  ai  any  time;  it  is 
therefore  hereby  voted  that  the  damages  sustain- 
ed to  (he  property  of  the  petitioners  by  the  loca- 
tion thereon  of  the  station  of  the  respondent  rail- 
road company,  as  above  recited,  be  assessed  at 
the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  to  take  a  strip  of  land  ten  feet  wide 
through  and  along  the  centre  line  of  King  street 
in  Roxbury,  belonging  to  persons  unknown,  for  a 
sewer  in  said  street.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  King  street,  West 
Roxburv.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  hearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.'  on  expediency  of  constructing 
a  «ewer  in  Tyler  street,  southerly  from  Harvard 
street.    Passed. 
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POLICE. 

Alderman  Buirage  submitted  the  following : 

Th?  Committee  on  Police  beg  leave  to  represent 
that,  owing  to  expenses  not  contemplated  at  the 
beginning  of  the  financial  yen,  the  appropriation, 
amounting  to  $1500,  for  repairs  of  staiion  houses, 
will  be  insufficient;  and  they  sould  respectfully 
request  tnat  an  aaoitional  appropristion  of  $1500 
be  granted  ;  the  same  to  be  transferred  from  the 
appropriation  tor  "pay  of  patrolmen." 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1500  be  transferred 
from  the  item  for  "pay  of  patrolmen,"  in  the  ap- 
propriation fortbe  Police  Department,  to  tneitem 
in  said  appropriation  for  "  repairs  of  station 
bouses." 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honoi  the  Mayor  be  lequested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  session, 
for  tbe  passage  of  an  act  definiug  the  limits  of 
Boston  Harbor  so  far  as  legatds  the  civil  and 
criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  municipal  offices  of 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS    FOB    STABLES. 

Aldermao  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  occuov  stables  as 
follows:  William  H.  Hutchinson,  299  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  Ward  14;  Mori  ill  F.  Place,  19  Barrett 
street,  Ward  4;  Benjamin  H.  Wedger,  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  corner  of  Caoteroury  street,  Waid  17; 
Nicholas  G.  Lynch,  Lincoln  street,  Ward  19.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

PAVING  OF  EAST  CONCORD  STREET. 

Alderman  Pope  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  au- 
thorized to  grade  and  macadamize  East  Concord 
street,  from  Harrison  avenue  to  Albany  street;  the 
expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Repairs  on  Streets. 

Referred,  on  motion  ot  Alderman  Pope,  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Paving. 

BILL  TO  BE  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  th?  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   bill   of     G.   H.    Williams, 
amounting  to  $157.50,  for  materia's  furnished  the 
Paving  Department,  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
the  Auditoi  of  Accounts. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

MYSTIC  WATER  WORKS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordereo ,  That  the  Mystic  Water  Board  be  and  it 
is  hereby  authorized  to  lay  a  watei  pipe  across 
Mystic  River  in  connection  with  Maiden  Bridge, 
beginning  ar  a  point  about  300  feat  southerly  from 
the  soutbeily  end  of  said  Dridge  and  extendiog  to 
the  town  of  Everett;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to 
the  revenue  derived  from  the  Mystic  Water 
Works. 

Alderman  Stebbins  explained  that  it  was  de- 
sirable to  have  the  work  done  while  the  bridge  is 
being  rebuilt.  The  present  pipe  is  a  small  one, 
has  been  supplying  the  town  of  Everett,  and  a 
larger  one  is  required. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins,  fiom  the  Committee  on 
Noitbampton-street  District,  offered  ihe  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  p  lid  to 
Alvin  G.  Bartfett  for  the  estate  on  Fellows  street, 
containing  8428.70  square  feet,  described  in  the 
order  of  the  City  Council  taking  said  estate,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  on  tbe  14th  day  of  Septem- 
be-,  A.  D.' 1875,  the  sum  of  $7786.30,  upon  his  giv- 
ing to  toe  city  a  deed  of  said  estate,  or  a  release 
and  discharge ,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
from  all  damaees,  costs  and  exnerses  inconse- 
quence of  the  taking  of  said  estate,  and  paying 
the  taxes  assessed  thereon  tor  the  year  1875;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropnation  for  the 
Northampton-street  District. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sett  down. 

THE  PAY  OF  CITY   LABORERS. 

A  resolve  came  down,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Council  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  re- 
duce the  pay  of  ihe  laborers  in  any  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— 1  hope  thi=  Board  will  not 
concur  in  any  such  resolution  as  that.  It  does  n't 
amount  to  anything,  ot  course,  to  begin  with.  It 
is  simply  a  resolution  ;  but,  even  in  the  shape  it 
is.  I  hope  this  branch  ot  the  Government  will  not 


give  its  countenance  to  such  a  resolution  embody- 
ing any  such  spirit  as  that.  I  move  that  it  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Alderm  an  Stebbins— I  hope  the  action  indicated 
by  that  motion  will  not  be  taken  by  this  Boarc, 
especially  without  fud  consideration.  I  am  not 
prepared,  at  this  moment,  to  say  that  I  shall  not 
vote  for  tbe  tesolve ;  but  I  certainly  shall  vote  for 
ltunles?  some  members  of  the  Board  can  give 
good  teasoo  why  it  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  cannot  but  think  that  if 
the  responsibility  rested  upon  th«  gentlemen  who 
favored  this  resolve  m  the  other  branch,  their 
action  would  have  been  different.  This  appears 
to  be  a  simple  matter.  The  question  is,  upon 
what  principle  soaLI  we  transact  tbe  business 
of     the   ciiy?     Shall    we    do    as    piudent    men 

00  ?nd  buy  what  is  wanted  at  the  market  prices,  or 
shall  we  ODly  consult  the  wishes  of  certain  parties 
who  have  tbe  articles  for  sale  and  pay  them  what 
they  demand?  If  ooe  hundred  men  offer  to  fur- 
nish acertain  amount  and  quality  of  labor  for  $175 
what  right  oas  the  Superintendent  of  Sireets  or 
the  City  Couccil,  as  trustees  of  tne  people,  to  re- 
fuse their  services  and  pay  one  hundred 
other  men  $200  for  the  sariie  labor?  It  is 
claimeo  that  the  last-named  men  should  have 
their  price  because  they  cannot  afford  to 
work  for  less.  But  why  should  the  princi- 
ple be  confined  to  the  purchase  of  labor? 
Why  should  it  not  apply  as  well  to  tbe  purc.iase 
oi  materials  and  supplies  which  are  the  products 
of  labor  ?  If  one  man  asks  twelve  dollars  per 
thousand  tor  bncks  and  another  asks  but  ten 
dollars  per  thousand  for  the  same  quality,  must 
we  pay  the  former  his  price  because  he  cannot 
affoid  to  s-ell  them  lower?  There  are  employed 
in  the  Paving  Department  about  800  iabore>s. 
They  were  formerly  paid  $2.00  per  dav.  and  are 
nop  paid  $1.75.  Therefore  there  are  $200  saved 
each  cay,  or  about  $5000  each  month.  At  $1.75 
per  day  this  will  furnish  114  2-7  additional  men 
with  employment  and  give  the  city  the  results  in 
the  improvements  of  its  streets;  of  114  2-7  days' 
labor  each  flay  rnore  than  it  received  nt- 
der  rhe  former  rate  of  wages.  So  more  men 
are  furnished  work  at  wages  above  the  mar- 
ket rate  and  the  city  receives  great  advan- 
tage from  the  additional  labor  performed. 
It  <tems  to  me,  Mr.  Cnaiiman,  that  it  will  be  best 
to  summarily  dispose  of  this  resolve  in  some  way. 
An  indefinite  postponement  is  as  good  as  any  way, 

1  think. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  don't  believe  we  ought  to 
indefinitely  postpone  this  resolution;  but  ou  the 
contrary,  1  believe  it  ought  to  be  adopted  by  this 
Board.  The  fact  that  a  number  of  departments 
of  the  City  Government  have  reouced  toe 
pay  of  the  poorest  and  humblest  in  our 
employ  certainly  cain«s  with  it  a  very 
bad  odor.  I  have  no  doubt  the  departments 
thought  they  wet e  doing  right,  from  their  stand- 
point; but  it  does  not  appear  to  me  like  an  act  of 
justice.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  right  for  the 
city  to  come  in  at  the  eleventh  hour  and  reduce 
the'  pay  of  their  laborers,  when  there  was  as  much 
piopriety  in  introducing  this  reduction  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year.  If  it  had  been  intro- 
duced then  I  have  no  doubt  every  department 
would  have  been  cut  down — including  the  salary 
of  every  high  official  in  the  Citv  Government.  If 
that  had  been  doTie  then  it  would  nave  beeu  aii  act 
of  justice;  but  now  it  looks  as  thougn  we 
were  discriminating  against  ot  e  class  and 
that  class  the  pootest  and  humblest  among  us. 
I  can't  agree  with  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10. 
I  have  no  doubt,  if  he  will  think  of  it  a  moment, 
he  will  nor  think  that  the  ptice  we  pay  fur  labor 
ought  to  be  compared  to  what  we  pay  for  chattels. 
Tie  laborers  are  not  chattels;  they  are  hard- 
working, thinking  men,  an  i  the  price  we 
pay  for  bricks,  mortar  and  lumber  should 
rot  be  compared  with  what  we  pay  for  our  la- 
borers. I  don't  agree  with  the  spirit  of  this  reduc- 
tion either.  Tbey  s»y  it  is  t  a  vine  what  labor  can 
be  obtained  for  outside.  If  I  go  to  any  of  the 
contractors  with  the  Paving  Department  tbey  tell 
me  they  pay  their paveiE  from  $2.60  to  $4.00  a  day, 
and  their  laborers  from  $1.50  to  $2.00  a  day;  arid 
they  say  the  men  they  pat  $2.00  a  fay  are  the 
cheapest  they  employ.  At  the  present  time  the 
Paviusr  De  jartmeut  employs  800  men ;  last  vear  at 
this  time  tbey  employed  1300.  Lojk  at  the  effect 
of  that;  those  500'  laboreis  are  pressing  for 
employment  and  forcing  the  pay  of  the  800 
down.  It  was  a  timid  policy  on  our  part  wd->n 
our  streets  needed  so  much  repairing,  to  allow  the 
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Paving  Deoartment,  bat  a  million  dollais  to  carry 
on  their  work.  Thev  did  not  nave  within  $500,000 
ot  what  they  ought  to  have  had  to  do  the  work 
properly.  .That  fact  has  forced  upon  ihecityat 
least  500  laboiers  out  of  employmeut.  I  hope  we 
shall  adopt  the  resolution.  It jis  a  leiitimare  in- 
quiry for  us,  and  any  action  on  our  part  will,  of 
course,  have  influence  with  the  departments. 

Alderman  Power— I  can  conceive  of  circum- 
stances under  which  such  arguments  a?  those 
might  have  S'.rne  weight.  If  tnis  money  we  are 
dispensing  were  our  own  we  might  give  it  awav 
to  our  favorites.  But  it  is  notour  owi  .  It  is 
forced  out  of  the  taxpayers  bv  law— every  dollar 
of  it.  No  man  pays  taxes  out  does  it  becau  e  he 
is  compe'led  to  by  law.  It  is  drawn  out  of  bim  bv 
law,  and  we  are  the  custodian*  of  the  people's 
money.  We  aie  not  to  take  sympathy  lufp  the 
question.  What  right  has  any  man  to  nay  $2  a 
day  to  a  man  when  he  onlv  asks  $1.50?  There 
is  o't  a  corporation  In  this  citv  that  pays  over 
$1.50,  and  very  few  pay  t'uit.  If  the  Paving  Com- 
mittee should  pay  $50  a  thousand  lor  blocks  when 
thev  could  ge:  the  same  blocks  for  $40,what  would 
you  say  ?  Why,  thy  are  not  fit  to  be  there;  that 
t uey  had  Defrayed  the  trust  committed  to  their 
hands;  and  you  would  call  upon  his  Houor  to 
remove  them.'  Labor  is  like  auv  other  commodity ; 
it  is  worth  what  it  will  "ning,  and  today  it  is  not 
worth  over  $1.25.  Who  gets  thi  >  money  ?  Is  it 
the  d  serving  laborer?  oi  is  it  the  favoute  that 
does  dii  ty  work  in  the  wardroom?  You  go  aud 
consul'  the  honest  laborer;  he  knows  the  result  of 
it  and  he  ktows  that  his  interest  is  the  taxpayer's 
interest.  What  is  the  iesult  of  our  econom- 
ical management?  Taxes  aie  reduced  nearly 
$2  on  a  thousand.  Still  the  burden  is  too 
great  for  the  people  to  bear.  It  is  >  ot  our 
own  money  that  we  vote  away,  aod  therefore 
we  cannot  dispense  it  where  our  sympathy  leads 
us.  The  circumstances  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  were  not  what  tney  are  today.  Times  were 
better;  most  people  thought  times  were  uot  going 
to  be  permanently  as  bad  as  thev  were  then.  But 
everybody  has  retrenched  and  must  continue  to 
retreoch:  aud  why  should  the  city  of  Boston  pay 
halt  a  dollar  more  for  l"bor  than  anybody  else 
pays  for  it?  That  is  just  what  the  question  is.  I 
say  we  have  no  right  to  do  it.  We  have  no  more 
right  to  pay  more  than  aoy  other  corporation  pays 
—than  the  Paving  Commtitee  has  to  pay  $50  a 
thousand  for  blocks  when  the  market  price  is 
$40.  It  is  well  known  that  by  the  reduction  made 
the  laborers  in  the  city  employ  are  geitimr  more 
than  outside  corporations  are  paying;  but  the 
committees  did  not  feel  justified  at  the  time  in 
cuttintr  down  wages  any  lower,  although  thi  rate 
remained  higher  tba»  otoer  corporations  are  pay- 
ing. Thev  were  in  hopes  that  limes  might  get 
better  and  did  not  make  any  further  reduction. 
Everybody  knows  that  the  reduction  enables  the 
department  either  to  hiie  more  men  or  to  keep  the 
men  they  have  a  greater  length  of  time.  If  it 
enables  them  to  nire  more  men,  it  dispenses  the 
city's  money  among  a  larger  pioportion  ot  the 
poor  peonle,  so  that  on  the  wnole  the  effect  is 
fully  better  tor  the  poor  people  than  it  would 
be  to  give  it  to  a  favored  few.  It  is  simply  a  ques- 
tion that  if  you  have  $100  to  pay  out  for  labor, 
whether  you  shall  give  fifty  men  a  day's  work,  or 
sixty,  and  whether  you  shall  give  it  to  the  fiftv 
and  let  the  others  starve.  That  is  tbe  result  of  it. 
But,  as  t  have  said,  the  principal  reason  is  there 
are  thousands  of  men  com. ugaud  offering  to  woifc 
tor  $1.50  a  dav  and  very  anxious  to  go  to  »ork, 
and  the  committee  thought  they  were  not  justified 
any  more  m  paying  a  high  price  for  la- 
bor thau  in  payi'p,  more  thau  the  maiket 
price  for  any  materials  they  use.  The  city 
is  like  any  other  cotporstion  If  two  men 
are  xa  business,  and  one  pays  higher  than  the 
market  price,  he  must  go  under;  and  if  this  great 
corporation  does  n't  eet  its  labor  and  material  as 
cheap  as  others  there  must  be  but  one  result  ia 
the  futuie,  and  that  is  bankruptcy.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  will 
prevail. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  12  that  laboi  in  the  outside  market 
brings  what  it  is  woith ;  but  labor  outside  of  City 
Hall  is  worth  from  $1.50  to  $2  a  dav.  Ihe  men 
now  emplovfd  by  the  contractors  >,iin  the 
Paving  Deoartment  pay  their  laborers  $2  a 
day.  I  don't  agrte  Jvlth  the  Alderman 
that  the  work  in  tbe  Paving  JDepaicment 
is  open  to  every  wardroom  bummer.  I 
have  it  from  the  head  of  that  department  that  he 
ha3  made  selections  trom  the  men  employed  in 


that  department,  keeping  the  most  deserving 
and  the  best  vorkm'n  to  fill  the  places.  It  is  only 
a  week  a  jo  toar  a  laboring  man  i-ame  to  me  and 
said  he  had  been  thrown  out  of  wor<  by  the 
Paving  Department.  I  asked  hiui  if  he  was  at- 
teotive  to  bis  wort,  aud  if  he  could  bring  ierer- 
euces  as  tocharacler,  and  he  saia  he  could.  I 
sent  him  up  to  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Hairis, 
who  told  me  afterwards  that  tbt  man  was  n't  em- 
ployed for  tu-  reison  that  he  die  n't  atte  id  to  his 
work.  Almost  everv  ma>  employed  has  a  family 
to  support  and  many  of  tbeui  have  been  in  the 
emoloy  of  the  city  a  great  manv  years,  and  I 
say  that  in  reduci.if;  their  p  «y  below  $2  we  maks 
it  lower  than  the  standard  of  such  wanes  outside, 
for  tie  conriactors  with  tbe  Paving  Depw'meut 
pay  their  best  laborers  $2  a  day,  a-,  d  tbfir  pavers 
from  $2.50  to  $4  a  day.  There  is  &  difference  between 
the  work  of  laborers;  when  the  department  has 
honest,  faitnful  laboiers  in  their  employ,  I  be- 
lieve they  ought  to  consider  tint  and  n?y  them 
the  sane  price  that  is  paid  by  contractors  and 
others  outside  wh  ■  employ  laborers  ot  the  same 
st  <  idiig  an;i  character. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  did  n't  propose  to  take 
any  part  in  the.  debate  which  might  arise  upon 
this  resolution,  hut  simply  to  vote  for  it.  But  I 
think  th?  remark  made  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  12,  reflecting  upon  the  employes  of  the  city, 
callis  for  a  more  severe  reply  than  that  given  bv 
the  Alderman  from  the  Highlands.  The  Alder- 
man characerizfS  the  laborers  of  the  city  as  men 
who  b  'Dg  around  wararoims  to  do  the  dirty 
woik  of  the  various  political  parties.  Now,  sir,  I 
do  not  believe  that  lemaik  is  tiue  of  the  men  em- 
ployed by  the  city  in  the  various utpartments;  cer- 
tainly so  far  as  my  kno  *  ledge  extends  i<  can.  otb". 
truly,  and  I  think  I  can  speak  entirely  from  an  in- 
dependent and  disinter-sted  standpoint,  for  I  am 
not  awaie  that  I  have  ever  been  indebted  to  any 
of  tie  class  of  politicians  to  which  be  refers.  I 
do  not  believe  the  remark  is  true  in  tbe  sense 
which  he  would  have  the  Boaid  understand  it. 
Neither  do  I  believe  toe  Alderman  f  <om  Ward  12 
has  properly  aod  correctly  =taten  the  functions 
of  our  Municipal  Government.  He  would  have 
the  city  go  into  the  maiket  aid  procure  the  cheap- 
est class  of  labor  to  do  the  work  of  the  city.  Now 
I  propose  to  apply  the  same  principle  iu  city  af- 
fairs ihal  I  do  in  my  o  "n  business.  It  i*.  true  that 
I  could  discbarge  every  ma'i  in  my  employ  and 
hire  others  at  half  the  price  to  do  the  same 
work;  but  I  do  not  propose  toco  so,  toi  'hev  have 
been  with  me  for  many  y-ars.  The  same  is  ttue 
of  the  men  at  work  for  the  ctv ;  they  are  faithful, 
and  have  the  confidence  of  the  vaiious  heads  of 
departments.  Now,  as  I  urCeistaud  it,  some  of 
the  deoartments  nave  reduced  the  pay  of  th»-se 
men  from  $2  to  $1.75  a  day.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
right  to  reduce  these  uoeii.  There  has  been  no  re- 
duction in  the  higher  class  of  labor;  the  men  who 
have,  charge  of  tbe  laborers  hav.e  not  been  re- 
duced, and  why  a.  reduction  has  been  made 
to  applv  to  the  laborers,  who  have  n't 
influence  here,  I  don't  uonergtand.  It  seems 
to  me  that  that  smacks  a  good  deal  of  politics. 
The  committee  ar°  afraid  of  the  heads  of 
departments  '-ndthe  men  emploved  al  high  sala- 
ries but  think  it  perfectly  safe  to  reduce  the  pay 
of  these  poor  laboring  me  i.  I  can't  understand 
ho  *  a  man  *?ith  a  fa  uily  can  live  on  less  than  $2 
a  day;  the  wonder  to  me  is  how  toey  live  at  all  at 
such  a  pike.  The  Alderman  from  the  Highlands 
replied  well  to  the  remark  made  by  the  Alderman 
from  Waid  12,  that  we  should  not  compare  the  la- 
bor of  these  men  to  supplies  of  brick  and  mortar. 
Of  course  ia  such  things  there  is  competiaon  and 
we  ate  in  duty  bound  to  take  the  lowest  price 
named  by  a  responsible  bidder.  But  the  laborers 
are  emploved  by  the  week  and  should  be  paid  a 
fair  price  for  their  service?.  They  should  not  be 
reducrd  S'mpiy  because  business  is  generally  de- 
pressed aud  thousands  ate  coming  to  our  city 
from  otoer  States  jind  the  Provinces.  That  is 
what  causes  the  depression  in  the  labor  market. 
It  is  because  bu«ret>ss  is  so  dull,  and  men  in  other 
States  argue  that  here  is  a  great  city  ;  there  mu*t 
be  some  place  where  they  can  get  work  at  some 
price;  and  they  come  heie  and  offer  their  services 
to  the  heads  of  departments  for  $1  and  $1.50 
a  day,  aod  come  in  competition  with  the 
men  who  have  worked  for  the  citv  for 
year-.  As  I  stated  in  tbe  Committee  on 
Lamps,  I  do  not  believe  in  a  reduction  of  the  pay 
of  the  lab  >rers.  The  order  reported  by  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps  does  not  sti  ike  at  tbe  pay  of  tae 
laboring  men;  it  is  an  equalization  of  the  pay  of 
the  men  employed,  and  if   tbe  order  passes  they 
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will  receive  a  fan'  compensation,  though  perhaps 
not  what  they  would  iecejve  if  business  weie 
bettei ;  hut  it  will  he  about  $60  a  month.  I  shall 
vote  for  this  rerolve  because  I  believe  it  is  wrong 
in  principle  to  strike  at  the  laboring  mc  and 
allow  the  heads  of  departments  and  the  mso  who 
receive  large  salaries  to  remain  untouched. 

Alderman  Power— That  is  a  very  sife  argument 
for  tha  Alderman  to  make.      He  a'  d  every  Alder- 
man doubtless  knows  that  the  salaries  of  the  heads 
of  departments  are  mane  up  at  tbe  beginning  of 
ttie  year,  and  he  has  argued  that  we  have  no  right 
to  touch  i  bem  tinl  the  year  is  up.     He  knows  that 
verv  well,  and  it  is  a  very  plausible  argument  to 
make;  but  I  would  ask  what  is   to  be  done  with 
those  wbo  don't  get  anything.    He  would  be  very 
chantible  with  tbose  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  have  wotk;  but  what  is  to  be  done  with  those 
wbooon'tget  arythmg?     If  wages  are  not  re- 
duced,  it   is   plain  that  there  must  be  a  large 
amount  to  give  to  somebody,  but  must  the  rest 
starve?  Is  that  tbe  way  vou  carry  oat  your  ideas? 
According  to  his  argument,  the  tew  can  live  and 
tha  test  must  starve;  those  who  have  influence 
enough  to  get  into  city  work  can  live,  but  the  rest 
muststaive.    But  you  cannot  set  2wav  from  the 
fact  that  you  bavi4  no  moie  light  to  pay   $2  tor 
labor  wben  you  c;  n  get  it  for  $1.50  than  tbe  Pav- 
ing Committee  have  to  pay  $50  for  granite  blocks 
when  thev  can  get  them  for  $40.    There  is  no  jus- 
tice io  it.    Tbe  argument   the  gentlemau  uses  is 
what  brings  everybody  here.    Everybody  wants 
to   get   city  work    because   the    city  pays  fifty 
or    t/venty-five    per   cent,    more    tban    anybody 
else.      It    brings   paupeis    and    loafers    to    the 
City  becau«e  this  inducement  is  h-ld  out  to  them. 
Charity  ill  displayed   is  the  wozst  thing  the  city 
has  ever  done.     Tbat  question  has  arisen  heie 
every  yesr,  vhen«e  want  to  spetd  a  few  thousand 
dollars  tor  soup.    The  Paving  Department  had  in 
view  the  best  interest  of  these  men,  and  the  hon- 
est laborers  are  not  the  ones  to  complain  of  it.    I 
did  not  say  that  the  city  laborers  are  all  tummets. 
Imeact  to  say  tbat  the  bummers  aie  the  ones  who 
make  this  outcry  about  tbis  labor  question.    But 
find   if  they  pay  any  more  for  labor  than  their 
neighbors ;' it   they  give  a  man  any  more   than 
he  a«ks.     It  is  all  very  fine  to  talk  ?bout  being 
liberal  with  other  people's  money;  but  I  sayitis 
our  duty  to  oo  the  city  business  as  we  do  our  own, 
and  it  is  precisely  tbe  same  with  labor   tbat  it  is 
with  materials.    The  salaries  of  tbe  heads  of  de- 
part nencs  o,ro  fixed  at  the  beginning  of   tbe  year, 
and  cannot  be  toileted  until  the  beginning  of  the 
year.    If   they  could,  you  would   find   that   obe 
member  of  the  Paving  Committee  has  the  courage 
to  attempt   to  reduce  tbem,  as  I  did  a  short  time 
ago  wben  the  Alderman  reported  a  batch  of  new 
salaries,  and  they  were  reduced    somewhat.    He 
would  find  tbat  if  it  were  io  my  power  to  approach 
that  subject,  I  would  have  the  coui  ape  to  do  it.  But 
that  is  not  the  question.    We  cannot  meddle  with 
tbem  and  the  Alderman  from  Ward  8  knows  it.    If 
this  reduction  coulc  be   carried    through    all  the 
departments  it  would  be  much  better  foi  the  poor 
people    of  (Boston;   it  would   dispense   tbe   city 
money  among  thousands  wbo  are  now  suffering 
for  want  of  employment;  hundreds  who  could  be 
emploved  are  not,  and  the  favored  fen  must  get 
all,  ai  d  tho-e  who  have  n't  influence  at  d  friends 
here  must  starve,  and  it  must  all  be  given  to  a  fa- 
vored few.    Tbat  is  the  lesult  of  such  action. 

Al  teimsn  O'Brien — As  the  Alderman  rennrks, 
the  Paving  Department  have  been  very  courage- 
ous in  this  matter.  At  the  time  tney  passed  that 
order,  they  had  reported  orders  exceeding  their  ap- 
propriation this  year  over  $200,000,  and  they  did 
nut  know  how  long  they  would  emolov  scarcely  a 
single  laboiei  unless  they  could  get  additional 
funds  from  other  sources.  Now,  the  Alderman 
says,  what  shall  we  d  >  for  the  laborers  outside 
who  cannot  getemplo>  met  t?  Canalaborer  with 
a  famiiy  of  five  or  six  children  live  on  less  than 
$2  a  day?  and  if  we  do  not  give  tbem  tba  ,  what 
will  we  do  with  tbem,  because  we  are  putting 
tbem  on  a  scale  of  prices  that  will  compel  them 
to  look  to  other  sources  for  support?  I  know 
there  will  be  great  di>tress  in  this  city  during  the 
coming  year;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
bring  distress  to  the  people  in  our  employ  no". 
One  of  tbe  best  remarks  made  'o  me  since  I  have 
been  in  City  Hall  was  made  by  Mi.  Forestall, 
the  Superintendent  ot  Health.  I  called 
upon  him  to  get  an  houest  and  trust- 
worthy man  employment ;  he  said  be  would 
be  triad  to  do  it,  but  the  men  in  his  em- 
ploy bad  been  there  four  or  five  years ;  they  were 
all  faithful  and   trustworthy  men,  and  said   be, 


"Would  you  advise  me  to  turn  them  out  and  give 
this  man  employment?"  I  said,  "No."  He  did 
his  dutv.  Now,  because  there  is  a  pressure  on  all 
sides  for  wor  j,  because  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  men  are  williug  to  work  for  nothing,  is  no  rea- 
son why  we  should  reduce  the  pay  of  laborers  in 
our  employ  to  a  standard  below  what  they  can 
actually  live  upon,  and  not  give  lhem  enough  to 
support  their  families  upon. 

Alderman  Burrage — Would  the  ga  tleman  be  in 
favor  of  increasing  the  wages  to  $2.25?  There  is 
just  as  much  argument  for  that.  Now,  will  cot 
$1.75  buy  as  much  as  $2  would  a  year  ago,  or  •vben 
tbe  pay  ot  $2  « as  fixed,  in  the  matter  of  rent 
alone?  It  seems  tome  we  must  have  some  prin- 
ciple to  go  upon.  Tbe  city  is  n't  a  charitabl-  in- 
stitution. We  want  to  pay  a  fair  ptice  for  labor. 
•  Now,  what  is  a  fair  price?  Why,  the  market 
price.  There  is  competition  for  skilled  labor,  but 
here  is  a  matter  of  common  labor,  and  what  shall 
we  pay  for  it?  Why  not  pay  $2.25?  One  man 
ca-n  live  on  $1.50  a  day,  and  another  on 
$2.50.  ft  seems  ti  me  we  must  lave  some 
principle  of  action  to  go  upon,  and  that  is 
the  market  price.  We  should  cot  have  a  ficti- 
tious price,  and  pay  a  man  what  he  wants  be- 
cause be  asks  for  it,  and  not  because  he  is  worth 
it,  and  b-cause  we  cani  ot  do  better.  It  seems  to 
me  the  only  common-sense  view,  and  the  only 
principle  to  go  npon,  is  that  v?e  should  conduct 
the  city's  affairs  as  a  piudent  man  transacts  his 
o«?n  business. 

Alderman  Stebbios — Would  the  Alderman  dis- 
charge all  his  clfeiks  simply  because  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  weie  out  of*  employment  and  mak- 
ing applicition  to  him  every  day  and  were  willing 
to  woik  lor  a  less  piice? 

Alderman  Burrage — I  ca-a  say  that  if  1  had  en- 
gag°d  clerks  at  a  salary  for  a  year,  1  would  nay 
them  thit  till  tbe  end  of  Che  year;  and  in  making 
a  new  engagement  I  would  pay  tbem  what  their 
services  were  worth. 

Alderman  Stebbms — But  would  yos  be  governed 
by  the  price  outside? 
Aider  man  Burrage — Of  course. 
Alderman  Stebbins— That  is   not   the  way  I  do 
my  business. 

Alderman  Burrage — But  I  say  that  skill  and  in- 
telligence is  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  I 
should  he  eoverned  by  the  market  price  for  that 
kind  of  lab«r,  a- d  then  add  something  for  skill 
and  familiarity  wi»h  my  own  business.  But  in 
this  matter  of  common  labor,  one  man  can  do  it 
about  as  well  as  another,  and  it  requires  but  Utile 
skill  and  intelligence. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  certainly  would  not  advo- 
cate any  advance  in  prices  under  present  circum- 
stances; but  I  pretend  to  say  that  the  Committee 
oo  Paving  have  mistaken  the  mai  ket  price.  I 
have  talked  with  contractors,  wbo  tell  me  they 
pay  $2  a  day  to  their  best  laborers.  I  contend 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  value  of  labor,  aud  I 
don't  see  why  tbe  best  and  most  competent 
meu  should  rot  be  emploved  id  the  Paving, 
Health  and  other  departments  of  tbe  gov- 
ernment. There  is  another  mistake  the  Alder- 
man makes.  He  talks  about  tbe  shrinkage 
m  the  value  of  materials,  when  theie  has 
bee  a  no  shrinkage  in  the  materials  consumed 
br  the  laboring  men.  The  shrinkage  has  been  in 
tbe  luxuries.  He  pays  as  much  rent  for  one  or 
two  small  rooms  as  he  formerly  did,  aud  it  is  OBly 
on  large  houses  tbat  theie  has  been  a  grear  de- 
preciation felt.  You  take  the  best  pieces  of  meat, 
and  they  will  always  keep  up  a  high  price  when 
such  men  as  Parker  and  YouDg  are  seefei-g  for 
them;  but  the  price  of  the  meat  consumed  by 
the  laboror  has  beeu  the  same  tha:  it  bas 
been  for  years;  he  cannot  live  one  cent 
cheape-,  aiid  for  eveivthiog  he  consumes 
he  has  io  pay  about  the  same  price. 
Alderman  Burrage— How  is  it  about  dry  goods? 
Alderman  O'Brien — In  drv  goods  there  has  been 
a  considerable  shrinkage.  But  bow  about  flour, 
vou  Knight  sav?  Flour  is  higher.  Dry  goods  are 
cheap,  and  manufacturers  complain  that  they 
cannot  g°t  the  co-t.  Such  a  state  of  things  can- 
hot  exist  for  any  great  length  of  time. 

Alderman  Burr,  ge — 1  dislike  to  put  down  the 
wasres  of  ary  one.  I  mould  like  to  give  everv  man 
his  $3  a  day  and  ioa*t  oeef  if  it  were  po.mtile: 
but,  as  the  Al 'erman  from  Ward  12  ssys,  we  are 
trustees  ot  the  people  and  have-'io  right  to  squan- 
der their  money.  We  must  conduct  tbe  city's 
business  is  a  prudent  U  dividual  would  conduct 
his.  I  disagree  «ith  the  uentltman.  although ihis 
i«  a  collateral  matter,  a  ?ide  issue ;  l  think  he  has 
beeu  misinformed.    I  tbinK  the  prices  of  rents  in 
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the  tenements  te  speaks  of  ape  as  inucli  reduced 
as  in  the  large  houses.  I  was  told  so  by  the  owner 
of  many  tenement  houses  in  South  Boston,  and 
that  he  was  glad  to  rent  them  for  one-half  what 
be  formerly  obtained. 

Alderman  Power— This  resolution  is  simply  a 
censure  of  the  Paving  Coramiitee  aod  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  aod  Squares  tor  leducing  the 
wages  of  labor  in  those  departments  12%  per  cent. 
Now  I  think.  I  am  as  good  a  judge  of  the  labor 
question  as  any  member  of  this  Board.  I  think  I 
employ  a  dozen  men  here  where  any  other  mem- 
ber employs  one,  ana  I  think  theie  is  no  time 
when  I  have  n't  100  laborers  in  my  employ  in  uif- 
fereot  localities,  and  1  can  get  all  tba  laborets  I 
want  for  $1.50  a  day  and  am  besieged  with 
them  for  work  al  tha,t  price;  and  I  give 
replies  every  day  to  men  who  are  appar- 
ently competent  and  are  willing  to  work 
for  $1.25  a  day.  This  resolve  is  a  censure  of  the 
committee  for  doing  what  they  believed  to  be 
their  duty;  for  faithfully  dispensing  the  trust 
placed  in  their  hands;  and  any  gentleman  who 
sits  here  and  employs  laborers  knows  it  is  true. 
Now,  you  talk  about  what  a  man  can  live  upon. 
Whai  does  every  business  man  in  Bolton  live 
upoo  today?  Does  he  live  upon  what  he  makes 
today?  Could  he  live  at  all  if  he  had  n't  made 
something  someti lie  ago?  Taere  is  scarcely  one 
out  ot  one  hundred  but  is  living  upon  what 
he  has  made.  If  I  could  put  a  stop  to 
my  expeuses  and  discharge  all  my  men,  it 
would  be  the  best  thing  I  could  do ;  and  1  take  it 
thf.t  I  am  not  an  exception  to  the  geueral  rule. 
Every  capitalist  is  losing  on  the  money  he  pays  to 
laborers  today.  Now  what  can  a  m in  live  upon? 
And  what  has  that  to  do  with  it?  A  .o  what  are 
those  poor  people  who  cannot  get  work  going  to 
do?  The  Alderman  from  the  Highlands  said  the 
Paving  Committee  had  exceeded  tLeir  appropria- 
tion and  he  conveyed  the  impression  that  we  had 
exceeded  our  authority.  We  have  n't  done  any- 
thing of  the  kiod. 

Alderman  O'Brien — What  I  meant  to  say  was 
they  had  already  appropriate  1  $200,000  m  ire  than 
was  allotted  to  them,  -and  they  diJ  n't  know  at 
what  tin  e  they  woula  have  to  stop  altogether.  I 
did  n't  mean  to  say  they  had  exceeded-  their 
authority,  because  they  caunot  do  that. 

Alderm?.n  Power— He  con viyed  the  impression 
that  we  had  exceeded  our  autho  lty.  In  past 
years  perhaps  orders  may  have  passed  this  Board 
that  exceeded  the  appropriation,  but  they  have 
not  and  will  not  be  carried  ioto  execution  beyond 
the  appropriation.  The  Alderman  conveyed  the 
impression  that  ws  had  speut  $200,000  more  than 
had  been  appropriated. 

Alaermaii  Step'oins — I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
that  the  city  should  not  b9  run  as  a  charitable  in- 
stitution; but  I  disagree  with  bim  in  the  conclu- 
sions which  heamves  at,  and  that  is  hv  a  reouc- 
tion  of  the  pay  of  the  laborers  we  avoid  toat.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  the  natural  sequence  of 
his  argument.  We  are  reducing  the  pa>  of  the 
laborers  so  that  the  city  shall  act  charitably  with 
tno3e  who  are  out  of  employment.  I  think  it 
is  far  better  co  oay  tbese  laborers  what 
they  are  worth,  two  dollats  a  dav,  for 
instance,  and  it  others  are  not  employed,  trie 
city  of  tfoston  is  not  responsible.  We  dori't  agree 
to  furnish  employment  to  eve.y  man  out  of  work; 
they  should  look  eUewhere.  Tn?  city  wants  a  cer- 
tain number  of  mea  to  do  the  work  of  the  various 
departments,  and  they  should  bs  pail  what  their 
work  is  worth ;  and  if  a  man  is  not  worth  $2  a  day 
he  had  better  be  discharged.  I  understand  that 
the  pay  of  the  laborers  has  been  reduced  in  the 
Paving  aud  Water  departments.  The  Health  De-  • 
partment  have  not  made  aay  reduction,  and  I 
hope  they  will  not  do  aoything  of  the  kind. 
The  mea  have  been  employed  there  for 
a  large  number  of  years;  tney  do  the  scavoe-er 
work  of  the  city  and  are  faithful  and  trustworthy; 
they  (jo  to  peoples'  houses  daily  and  are  trustBd 
to  enter  the  kitchens  and  cellars,  while,  if  they 
could  not  be  trusted,  they  might  take  away  much 
more  from  each  bouse  thau  tneir  days'  pay 
amounts  to.  This  resolve  is  not  intended  as  a  re- 
flection upon  eny  committee— certainly  not  upon 
the  Committer  on  Common  and  Squares,  because 
it  is  utideistood  (hat  the  men  employed  there  are 
a  cheap  class  who  cannot  do  any  more  difficult 
class  of  work.  The  class  of  laborers  employed 
there  is  entirely  different  from  that  in  another  de- 
partment. 

Alderman  Power— The  laborers  in  the  depart- 
meat  of  Common  and  Squares  are  not  inferior  to 
hose  of  anyoth-r  department.    On  the  contrary 


it  requires  even  more  skil'ed  labor  than  in  the 
Paving  Department,  ihe  laborers  in  the  Paving 
Department  merely  use  the  pick  and  shovel.  The 
paving  is  all  done  by  contract  and  very  little  is 
done  by  the  depariroeot  except  what  is  cal'ed 
"patch  paving."  The  men  who  do  that  are  paid 
pavers'  wages.  The  laborers  are  simply  those 
wbo  use  the  pick  aud  shovel.  The  resolve  is 
simiy  a  censure  of  the  committees  01  those 
departments  who  hove  endeavored  no  do 
their  duty  ana  carry  on  the  city's  business  as 
they  would  their  owi  .  We  have  tiied  not  to  give 
away  the  taxpayer*'  money  for  sympathy,  be- 
cause we  have  oo  light  to  do  it,  and  rh.is  measuie 
is  a  censure  on  us  tor  doing  the  city's  business 
houestlv  and  fairly, 

A*<lerm.»n  O'Brien — I  certainly  disclaim,  in  my 
taction,  o  i  thi°  matter,  any  censure  of  the  Paving 
Committee.  I  believe  they  have  done  their  duty 
fiom  their  standpoint.  But  is  that  any  reason 
why  we  shall  not  do  our  duty  from  our  stand- 
point? If  we  takeadiffereut  view,  why  should  n't 
we  exores«  it.  I  mean  merely  to  expiess  my 
views  fiom  my  standpoint,  aid  as  I  look  upon  it. 
In  using  the  ravers  as  an  illustration,  I  merely 
meant  to  say  that  there  is  n't  a  mechanic  in  the 
city  of  Boston  but  is  generally  paid  what  he  is 
worth.  Carpenters,  pavers,  masons  and  all  that 
class  receive  pay  according  to  their  worth.  But  I 
say  there  are  more  laboreis  outside  of  Citv  Hall 
today  receiving  $2  a  day  than  there  are  laborers 
receiving  less  than  that,  price.  I  know  that  some 
large  and  soulless  corporations  have  gone  to  work 
and  reduced  the  price  ol  labor.  One  of  tne 
largest  corporations  in  lh»  city  wbo  paid 
$1.50  and  $1.35  a  day,  have  reduced  the 
rates  to  $1.35  and  $1.12%.  But  they  were  more 
consistent;  tbey  struck  ten  per  cent,  from  every 
snlaried  man  in  their  employ.  Aud  there  is 
our  inconsistency  in  this  m*tcer.  We  strike  at 
ths  laborer's  wages,  and  that  is  the  only  class 
which  has  been  reduced  this  year. 

Aid- rman  Prescoti — It  seems  to  me  ihat  the 
language  of  the  resolution  is  very  obscure  and  its 
meaning  is  difficult  to  arrive  at.  It  says  that  in 
the  opinion  of  toe  City  Council  it  is  inexpedient 
at.  this  time  to  reduce  the  wages  of  laborers  in  the 
different  departments  ot  the  City.  I  believe  that 
the  wages  of  the  laborers  in  ^onie  of  the  depart- 
ments have  been  re  tuced  already.  Whether  the 
les'luti  on,  if  it  passes,  is  to  be  de-.med  in  ths  na- 
ture of  a  vote  of  instruction  to  the  committees  on 
those  various  departments  to  put  the  {.rice  of 
labor  back  to  where  it  was  before  the  reduction, 
I  do  oor,  know.  It  may  simply  mean  that  no  fur- 
ther reduction  in  the  price  of  labor  shouldbe  made 
in  the  different  departments  of  the  city.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  the  oroer  passes  at  all  it 
snould  be  in  a  different  shape  from  th  it  in  which 
the  Council  passed  it.  It  has  been  taken  for 
granted  by  most  of  tne  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  that  the  reduction  in  the  p-y  of  laborers 
has  been  made  in  toe  Paving  Department  alone. 
That,  I  desire  to  say,  is  not  true,  for  oue  depart- 
ing,t  with  which  I  am  connected— the  Wat^r 
Board — has  reduced  the  pay  of  th»  laborers  ten 
per  ceut.,  and  toey  aid  not  confine  the  lediction 
to  the  laborers  only ;  they  reduced  the  wages  of 
all  the  parties  employed  io  both  the  eastern  and 
western  divisions,  including  th  ise  engaged  in 
shutting  off  and  letting  on  the  water,  the  plumb- 
ers, mechanics  and  clerks— in  fact,  all  the  em- 
ployes of  the  department,  have  been  reduced  ten 
per  cent.  If  th-  order,  ac  it  came  to  us  from  the 
Coutcil,  should  r^ad  that  it  is  loexpecienc  to  re- 
du  e  the  wage?  of  the  laboreis  "only,"  I  would  be 
wiping  to  give  it  my  vote;  but  I  amj  not 
billing  to  give  it  my  vote  in  the  shape  that  it 
is  now,  for  I  believe  that  not  only  should 
the  laborers  be  teducad,  but  also  the  foremen  of 
the  gangs  who  are  now  receiving  more  than  |2  a 
day.  So  with  some  othsr  departments;  in;that  of 
Public  Builoiigs  we  have  reduced  the  price'that  we 
are  willing  to  pay  lor  carpenters,  masons  and 
others,  the  same  parties  being  willing  to  work  at 
the  reduced  rat-.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  ground 
taken  by  the  Aldermen  from  Ward3  10  and  12  is 
the  only  tenable  ground  we  can  stand  upoo ;  when 
we  step  off  thnt  we  are  lost,  We  are  sent  heie  by 
the  ciuzens  of  Boston  to  attend  to  the  work  of  the 
particular  departments.  A  million  dollars  was 
appropriated  to  carry  on  the  Paving  Department, 
and  I  claim  that  we,  as  servants  of  rhe  people,  if 
we  are  faithlul  to  oar  trust,  should  sej  that  that 
million  dollars  goes  as  far  as  it  can;  and  I  say 
that  when  we  step  off  that  ground  we  are 
lost.  Many  more  laborers  are  inoiiectly  em- 
ployed   by    the    city     than  there    are    directly 


602 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN 


employed  ;  arid  if  we  say  that  no  laborer  for  the 
city  shall  work  for  less  thaa  $2  a  day,  let  us  ex- 
ami  ue  these  contiac is  that  are  continually  given 
out  by  ihe  Water,  Sewers  and  Paving  depart- 
ments; 1st  us  ask  the  contractors  wb at  they  pay 
their  laborers,  and  it  they  pay  less  than  $2  a  day, 
let  us  refuse  to  accept  their  bids.  Is  mat  not  a 
proper  and  clear  argument?  How  is  it  in  tneWat-r 
Department?  They  have  ben  authorizeo  to  build, 
a  conduit  ten  miles  long  from  Farm  Pond  to 
Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  and  they  have  giveo  out 
contracts  for  upwards  of  a  million  dollars,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  which  is  for  labor.  We  ad  ver- 
tiseu  for  bids  and  awarded  the  cootracts  to  the 
lowest  responsible  bidders.  Most  of  those  biddeis 
based  their  price  of  labor  on  $1.50  aday,  and  we 
awarded  the  contracts,  knowing  that  that  was  the 
price  that  they  intended  to  pay  the  common  la- 
borers. No*,  if  ic  is  the  policy  ot  the  city  to 
pay  $2  a  day  in  all  its  departments,  why 
should  w°  not  refuse  to  accept  contracts  from 
those  men  who  have  based  tbeir  figu.es 
upov  $1.50  a  day?  All  the  men  employed  by  those 
contractors  are  working  indirectly  for  the  city. 
Shall  we  follow  out  that  line  ot  argument,  Mr. 
Chairman?  I  simply  say,  for  one,  to  at  I  cannot 
satisfy  my  conscience— sent  here  as  1  am  to 
look  after  tbe  interest  of  the  citiztns  of  this 
city—to  do  the  public  business  any  differently 
from  tbe  way  private  business  is  done.  We  adver- 
tise for  work  to  be  done  on  the  public  builuings, 
sewers  and  bridges,  and  we  awa.d  those  contracts 
to  the  lowest  responsible  bidders,  but  we  don't 
ask  those  contactors  what  they  propose  to  pay 
their  laoorers.  If  they  agree  to  perform  that 
work  well,  it  is  our  duty  to  give  the  contract  to 
the  persoo  who  is  wiling  to  ooitfor  the  lowest 
sum.    So,  in  regard  to  laborers;  it  is  our  duty  to 

?ay  tbem  a  good  fair  market  price  for  their  labor, 
t  it  can  oe  piopea,  as  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8  has  intimated,  that  we  cannot 
employ  good  met  for  less  than  f  2  a  day,  I  should 
cei  cai'iiy  be  in  favor  ot  paying  them  $2  a  day ;  but 
it  we  can  employ  them  fot  less  than  $2  a  day,  I 
say  we  are  only  doing  oni  duty  in  making  a  re- 
duction which  seetns  to  be  called  tor  by  the  con- 
dition of  business  at  tbe  present  time.  The  Water 
Board  have  giveD  the  matter  some  considerable 
thought.  The  pay  rolls  of  that  department 
amount  to  $17,000  a  month.  The  laborers,  clerks 
and  others  were  receiving  wages  that  were  fixed 
at  a  price  when  money  was  not  as  valuable  as  it  is 
at  the  present  time.  In  the  present  state  of  busi- 
ness a  majority  of  that  bojid  considered  it  their 
duty  to  reduce  tlie  wages  of  all  employes  ten  per 
cent.,  and  I  think  they  were  fully  justified  in  do- 
ing so. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  must  say  that  the  action 
of  the  Water  Board  was  very  inconsistent  with 
the  remarks  of  the  Aldetman  who  has  just  sat 
down.  1  undeistand  that  they  have  reduced  the 
pay  of  tba  laborers  who  have  been  win  them 
for  some  time  to  $1.75;  and  they  have  also  voted 
to  pay  all  uew-comers  $1.50  a  day.  If  the  Alder- 
mau  thinks  as  he  has  bpo? en,  and  acts  as  be  has 
spokeu,  he  ought  to  insist  that  tbe  reduction 
should  go  down  to  $1.50.  They  have  made  no 
fixed  standard  ;  they  say  certain  rneu  shall  i  eceive 
$1.75  a  day,  but  all  new-comers  shall  receive  on'y 
$1.50.  It  is  the  discrimination  that  deserves  some 
credit,  I  think  ;  whereas  tliey  are  Dot  willing,  or 
at  least  hesitate,  to  discharge  men  who  have  been 
in  their  employ,  but  they  lower  ibeir  wages  ten 
per  cent.,  and  aie  willing  to  hiie  other  labor- 
ers who  com  *  along  and  pay  them  $1.50  a 
day.  1  believe  ttur  is  the  basis  of  the  reduction 
m  the  Water  Department.  I  say  that  contractors 
in  the  Sewer,  Paving  and  in  all  other  departments 
ma*  b  a  differem  e  in  the  price  they  pay  tor  labor. 
They  pay  what  it  m  woith.  The  laborers  in  the 
Sewer  Department  obtaiu  $2  a  day— I  know  this 
from  lalkiug  with  the  contractors— and  whv? 
They  say  that  the  stragglers,  who  come  along  aud 
work  fo'i  $1.50  a  day,  when  they  get  t'isir  pay  on 
Saturday  night,  are  not  always  at  their  posts  on 
Monday  morning,  and  tbe  con t  actors  are  not 
sure  of  seeing  them  again  alter  they  have  worked 
one  week.  They  are  not  leliable,  and  I  doubt  if 
any  contract  with  the  city  would  be  completed 
unless  the  contractors  bad  responsille  men  in 
their  employ.  The  contractors  make  that  dis- 
crimination, and  I  say  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  the  best  men  iu  connection  with 
the  city  departments.  If  conti  actors  employ  the 
best , laborers  and  give  them  $2  a  day,  I  say  tbe 
city  should  do  the  same.  That  is  the  ground  I 
take.  We  ought  uot  to  fix  the  puce  at  what  every 
stragglet  who  comes  aloug  is  willing  to  take. 


Alderman  Prescott — If  the  premises  which  the 
gentleman  had  assumed  in  regard  to  the  Water 
Board  were  correct,  I  think  his  position  would  be 
a  very  strong  one;  but  they  are  entirely  erro- 
neous. Tbs  Water  Board  has  not  voted  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  old  laborers  ten  per  cenr.,  and 
pay  new  laborers  $1.50.  They  have  none  no  such 
thing.  They  simply  passed  a  vole  reducing  the 
wages  of  the  laborers  £,nd  ail  others  ten  per  cent., 
and  have  taken  no  action  in  rf  gird  to  lessening 
the  price  of  a  fe-v  employes  only. 

Alderman  O'Biien— My  information  was  received 
from  one  of  ihe  members  of  the  Watc  Board.  I 
understood  they  /educed  the  price  of  laborers  ten 
per  cent.,  and  voted  to  pay  ail  new  laborers  $1.50. 
H I  am  wro  g,  I  have  been  misinformed. 

Aldenran  Prescott— That  matter  was  brought 
up  in  fbs  Water  Boaid,  but  no  action  was  takeo. 

Alderaiao  Power — It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  fol- 
ly to  reiterate  ov^r  and  over  again  the  fact  which 
roust  be  apparent  to  everybody  who  has  anything 
to  do  with  city  business.  Tbe  Alderman  from  the 
Highlands  has  said  that  wages  ouiside  of  City 
Hall  are  more  than  $1.50  a  oay.  I  oefy  arm  or  any 
body  else  to  n  .me  any  corporation  inside  or  out- 
side the  ;ity  of  Boston  that  pays  over  $1.50  a  aay 
for  laborers.  Now  as  to  the  reasons:  Tne  neces- 
saries of  life  are  lower;  rents  are  from  25  to  50 
per  cent,  cheaper  for  the  class  of  propeity  oeeu- 
pieo  by  laborers;  I  know  that  because  I  own  sev- 
eral such  houses;  and  everybody  who  owns  such 
houses  knows  that  he  has  to  let  tbem  from  25  to 
50  per  cent.  Uss  than  he  did  Two  or  three  y*ars 
ago.  The  Sewe^  Department  hires  very  teV  la- 
boreis:  all  the  work  islet  out  by  contract,  and  I 
don't  krow  a  single  contractor  who  pays  ove.  §1.50 
a  day.  There  is  bo  man  who  carries  oi  business 
but  has  one  or  two  or  three  mea  who  are  trusted 
by  him  and  are  kept  as  permanent  men;  but  I  do 
not  know  any  one  who  pays  more  than  $1.50  a  day 
for  laborers,  and  to  some  of  tbem  they  pay  $1.25. 
There  is  no  corporation  that  I  know  of  that  nays 
more  than  §1.50  a  day,  and  I  have  inquired  of  all 
of  tbem  ;  one  of  tbe  largest  railroads  has  put  its 
laborers  down  to  $1.12%  a  day.  B'it  I  cau'c under- 
stand bow  any  meuioer  of  ibis  Government  can 
justify  himself  in  votvug  for  tbis  resolution.  It 
seems  like  robbery  to  pay  more  for  a  thing,  be- 
cause one  is  buyiug  it  for  tbe  city,  than  jou  would 
pay  yourself.  It  is  like  stealing  the  citizens' 
money.  I  cannot  see  any  difference.  We  advertise 
our  work  and  let  it  out  to  the  lowest  bidder,  which 
it  seems  to  me  ->e  are  bound  to  oo  unless  we  put 
it  into  the  advertisement  that  we  are  tot  going  to 
give  the  work  to  anybody  unless  it  is  some 
favorite.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  specie? 
of  deception.  Now,  in  one  of  the  depart- 
ments with  which  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  is  connecied,  I  understand  that  within  a 
week  they  have  awarded  contract  when  a  re- 
sponsib'e*  bidder  offered  to  eothe  job  for  $3000 
less  than  the  sum  named  by  'he  successful  party. 
And  *  hat  is  the  excuse?  None  at  all  except  that 
the  persou  happened  to  live  id  East  Boston.  I 
heard  of  it  today,  and  meant  to  put  in  an  or.ler  of 
loquiry  to  this  Goveiumeot  al  out  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  will  save  the  Ald?iman 
the  trouble  of  introducing  an  order,  by  statmg 
tbe  facta  iu  the  case  myself,  for  this  Boaifl  to 
judge  whether  oi  not  tbe  Diiectois  of  East  Boston 
Ferries  weie  justified  in  their  action.  It  is  well 
kno»D  that  an  appiopriatiou  *as  made  by  the 
City  Council,  leceutly,  for  the  building  of  anew 
terry  boat.  The  work  was  advertised,  and  a  large 
number  of  bids  were  received.  Tb"  lowest  bid 
was  from  a  firm  iu  Portland,  Me.,  for  §43,000:  the 
next  lowest  was  from  oarties  residing  in  East 
•  Boston,  for  $46.000— a  difference  ot  §3000.  The 
directois  of  the  ferries  added  to  the  bid  of 
the  Portland  firm  the  expense  of  main- 
taining two  insoeo*ors  in  that  city  during 
tie  progress  of  tbe  work,  one  for  the  huil  and  one 
for  the  machinery.  Tliev  also  added  to  the  bid 
of  the  Portland  firm  tbe  cost  of  towing  the  vessel 
to  Boston  a  ad  the  expenses  of  the  sub-courmittee 
iu  going  back  and  forth.  The  result  was  that  the 
East  Boston  bid  was  the  lowest,  and  the  commit- 
tee awarded  the  contract  to  ttie  Easr  Boston  par- 
ties. But,  sir,  if  there  bad  been  no  difference,  or 
a  slight  difference,  as  a  member  of  that  boaid  I 
should  most  certainly  have  been  iu  favor  of 
a  war  ing  it  to  the  oarties  at  home.  We  have  me- 
chanics here  wno  can  do  just  as  good  work 
as  is  done  i  i  Portland  or  New  Yoifc.  lam  aware 
that  the  Board  of  Directors,  of  «  hich  the  Alder- 
man from  Waid  12  is  a  member,  did  award  a  con- 
trat  t  for  building  a  steamboat  to  parties  in  New 
Yoik.    I  am  not  perhaps  competent  to  pass  upon 
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wotk  ot  that  kind;  but  I  have  been  informed  by 
responsible  partie*  who  do  know  Che  value  of  such 
work,  that  the  boat  could  have  been  built  in  East 
Boston  lor  much  less  man  in  New  York.  I  say  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  boards  of  direction  to  keep  this 
work  among  our  own  people,  amoig  our  own 
taxpayers.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  laboiersoo  the 
East  Boston  ferries.  The  oay  roll  amounts  to 
510,000  a  month.  This  matter  was  taken  up  and 
discussed  aDd  it  was  voted  unanimously  not  to 
make  any  reduction  in  the  pay  of  their  laborers, 
and  I  tbink  they  were  right  in  so  doing.  The  men 
are  paid  fan  salaries.  No  doubt  their  places 
could  be  rilled  bv  men  at  a  much  less  price;  but  I 
do  not  believs  the  Directors  would  be  justified  in 
employing  the  cheap  men  who  may  be  procured. 
Certainly  so  far  as  the  awardiDg  of  that  co  tract 
is  concerned,  I  am  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to 
the  judgni.-nt  of  the  City  Council  and  this  Board. 
Allerman  Prescott— Following  out  the  idea  I 
expressed,  that  this  reduction  should  net  be  con-  ' 
fined  to  the  Paving  Department,  I  move  to  amend 
the  resolve  by  inserting  the  word  "only"  after 
"Jaboreis." 

Alderman  Worthitgtou— I  nope  that  amend- 
ment will  not  pass.  I  look  upon  this  resolve  as  a 
censure  upoo  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  I  am 
not  willing  to  be  a  party  to  such  a  uiing.  It  is 
true  thiii  ihe  Health  Department  have  had  the 
subject  of  reducing  wages  before  them,  but  it  was 
the  unanimous  feeling  of  every  one  of  them  that 
we  should  not  reduce.  They  Relieved  that  the  pay 
of  the  men  in  the  Health  Department  is  not  more 
than  it  ougnt  to  be.  The  men  are  different  from 
those  in  any  other  departmeut ;  they  have  worked 
there  for  many  years ;  they  are  trusted  by  fami- 
lies to  go  into  their  houses  and  do  the  scavenger 
work.  They  are  a  better  set  ot  men  than  we  see 
using  the  pick  and  shovel  npon  the  streets.  Ihere- 
foro  we  felt  that  their  pay  is  no  more  than  it 
should  be.  The  men  using  the  pick  and  shovel 
can  afford  ro  work  tor  less,  and  to  let  the  pay  of 
the  iaboreis  in  the  Health  Department  remain  as 
it  is  will  bring  about  a  fair  equality  of  wages. 
But  the  committees  on  Paving  and  Common  have 
seen  ht  to  leduce  the  pay  of  the  laborers;  whether 
they  are.  justified  or  hot  is  not  for  os  to  say 
in  the  shape  of  the  resolution  that  has  come,  to  us 
from  the  Common  Council.  I  consider  it  a  cen- 
sure upon  those  committees,  and  shall  not  vote 
for  it.  But  if  a  new  order  is  introduced,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  amenii  men  c  of  the  Aldemiao  from 
Ward  9,  I  will  vote  for  it  with  all  my  heart,  for  t 
think  it  should  pass. 

Aloeimau  Power— In  looking  into  this  labor 
question  and  examining  the  condition  of  the  la- 
borers in  the  different  departments,  I  thought  at 
the  beginning  and  I  could  n't  see  any  reason  why 
the  laborers  in  the  Health  Department  should  not 
be  reduced  as  well  as  those  in  other  rieoartments. 
But  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  cbeie  is  some 
reason  for  an  exception  in  their  case.  The  labor- 
er- in  the  Health  Department  arc  peimaueut  met', 
and  there  are  a  very  few  more  in  the  summet  taan 
in  the  winter.  A  great  portion  of  them  have  to  go 
about  the  city  and  into  houses  where  there  are  ail 
sorts  of  property  lying  about;  and  it  seem^  impor- 
tant that  the  superintendent  should  know  his 
men,  and  feel  sure  that  they  can  be  trusted  be- 
yond all  doubt.  It  seems  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  such  men  to  do  the  business  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  therefore  I  tbuik  there  is  some  virtue 
in  the  argument  of  the  Alderman  against  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  pay  of  laborers  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. But  a  greater  portion  of  the  men  in  the 
other  departments  alluded  to  are  transient  men. 
The  Alderman  speaks  of  bin  g  the  best  of  labor. 
Every  member  of  this  Government  knows  that  it 
is  impossible  to  do  it.  They  know  thai  Mr.  This 
or  That  One  comes  in  with  Mr.  So-and-so  and 
says  he  would  like  to  have  him  set  to  work. 
It  does  n't  make  ar.v  difference  whether  he  pos- 
sesses any  qualification  in  the  world.  It  is  quice  a 
common  thing  for  a  member  of  the  Government 
to  go  to  Mr.  Harris  and  tell  him  he  must  put  this 
or  th/.t  man  to  work,  or  if  not,  Mi.  Harris  must 
look  out  when  his  salary  comes  round  to  be  fixed. 
Tt  is  impossible  for  a  superintendent  lo  vrithstand 
this  pressure  all  the  time.  He  may  put  on  a 
sort  of  independence;  but  when  that  pressure 
is  made  every  da;  by  members  of  tnis  Govern- 
ment, it  is  n't  expected  that  he  can  stand  it  for- 
ever. The  men  that  they  bring  here  in  this  way 
are  ot  the  class  that  do  most  of  the  work  about 
the  wardrooms.  Of  course,  no  member  of 
this  Government  who  has  the  welfare  ot  this  city 
at  heart  would  use  such  an  argument  as  that;  but 
there  are  men    in   this   Government   who  uae  it. 


There  are  men  who  care  for  nothing  but  to  serve 
their  own  personal  interest;  and  chat  is  the  class 
of  men  who  framed  this  resolution.  They  are  a 
curse  to  this  Government  and  *,o  this  citrv.  And 
yet  tbey  are  the  ones  who  are  so  liberal  with  the 
city's  money.  Thev  have  nothing  at  stake.  Per- 
haps they  pay  a  poll  tax,  and  they  do  that  to  make 
themselves  eligiole  to  seats  in  tnis  Government. 
Thank  God,  men  of  that  class  are  very 
scarce  in  this  Governmeot.  It  would  be  a 
blessing  if  there  could  he  a  way  of  stop- 
ping them  tiotn  coming  here.  Yet  they  do 
come  here  aod  go  to  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr. 
Fonsstall  and  tell  them  they  have  votes  and  must 
put  their  fnends  to  work,  or  he  must  look  out,  for 
his  election.  I  say  that  is  the  kind  of  men  who 
offer  this  resolution,  and  every  eeniletuan  her 
knows  it.  Tb*y  have  nothing  at  stake  themselves 
and  can  afford  to  be  very  liberal  with  the  taxpay- 
ers' money.  And  wheti  you  vote  for  this  resolu- 
tion, you  vote  to  sustain  those  men,  and  to  cen- 
sure every  man  in  this  Government  who  comes 
here  to  do  his  duty.  Thar  is  what  it  means.  I  say 
you  have  no  more  right  to  pav  $1.75  or  $2  for  la- 
bor » hen  the  market  price  is  $1.50,  than  the  Pav- 
ing Committee  have  to  pay  $50  for  granite  blocks 
when  the  market  piice  is  $40.  You  n  ay  clothe  it 
with  all  the  plausible  pretexts  you  please,  but  that 
is  what  it  meaus.  You  may  try  to  get  round  it 
and  dodge  it;  hut  labor  is  just  like  everything 
else.  It  has  amaiketable  va'ue,  ind  it  is  worth 
what  it  will  bring.  You  may  talk  about  the  beads 
of  oepartments ;  but  brains  are  lot  to  be  compared 
with  labor.  Doesn't  eveiybody  know  that  some 
men  at  the  head  of  a  department  or  who 
have  the  management  ot  a  dozen  or  two 
meu,  are  worth  double  what  the  others  are  worth? 
It  is  the  sa:e  amongst  laborers,  if  we  could  dis- 
criminate, but  you  cannot,  owiog  to  the  class  of 
men  in  this  Government  who  come  in  with  "jen 
utterly  unfit,  but  who  are  taken  and  put  to  work. 
If  I  could  have  my  owo  way  about  it  I  would  have 
no  man  put  to  work  who  was  not  qualified.  But 
I  cannot  do  that;  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  do  it 
while  such  men  are  to  be  sustained  by  voting  for 
such  a  resolution  as  this.  Members  of  the  other 
branch  voted  for  it  who  would  not  countenance 
the  principle  it  involves.  These  are  the  facts.  It 
meaus  that  the  resolution  and  th?  people  who 
framed  ic  want  to  divide  the  mo  ey  of  tne  rich 
amongst  the  poor;  it  means  that  the  wealth  has 
not  been  fairly  apporliored;  it  means  commun- 
ism. It  means  that  they  vcant  to  take  the  rich 
peoples  money  and  divide  it  amongst  the  poor, — 
to  take  the  money  of  those  who  have  been  pru- 
dent and  divide  it  among  those  who  have 
not.  Talk  about  what  a  man  can  live 
upou!  Why,  I  know  plenty  of  men  in  the  Paving 
and  Health  Departments  who  have  saved  u  j  suffi- 
cient to  procure  little  homesteads.  Plenty  of 
them  aie  poor  ano  always  will  be,  and  yet  they 
have  n't  as  large  families  as  those  wno  have  sa  red 
up  a  little  for  their  homesteads.  So  the  question 
of  what  a  man  can  livs  upon  has  rothin*  to  do 
with  it.  It  is  simply  a  question  whether  or  no  you 
will  pay  more  with  the  city's  money  than  anybody 
else  is  paying. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  the  worthless  politicians 
who  find  their  way  into  City  Hall  have  such  an 
influ°nce  upon  toe  superintendents  of  oui  de- 
pai  ttnents  as  the  Alderman  suggests,  what  s.re  we 
to  think  of  the  superintendents  who  submit  to 
them  and  are  continued  in  office  year  after  year. 
I  repudiate  that  argument.  I  believe,  that  the 
up  sermtendents  in  |City  Hall,  from  Mr.  Hatris 
do  vn,  are  not  the  men  to  submit  to  the  dictation 
of  any  such  a  class  of  worthless  politicians  as  the 
Alderman  represents.  If  ibey  do  they  should  be 
turned  from  their  places  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Aldei  man  Stebbins— I  caie  nothing  for  the  ori- 
gin of  this  re=oive,  and  in  voting  for  it  I  do  not 
intenxl  j.ny  censure  upon  any  committee  of  this 
Government,.  I  vote  for  it  bt  cause  my  conscience 
approves  of  it  and  because  I  think  it  is  right  in 
principle.  I  can  say  fc  hat  peibaps  few  members 
of  this  Government  can  spy,  that  during  the  three 
years  I  have  baeu  connected  with  the  government 
I  have  not  u«ed  my  influence  to  obt<  in  employ- 
ment for  a  single  person  in  the  City  Government, 
not  even  for  a  police  officer,  and  not  even  in  the 
departments  7/itn  which  I  am  connected.  There- 
fore I  can  vote  for  this  order  becau-e  my  con- 
science approves  of  it  and  I  believe  it  is  light ;  aod 
in  doing  so  I  do  not  intend  any  reflection  upon 
any  committee. 

Aide  man  Wortbington — I  hope  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  9  will  withdraw  his  amendment.    \ 
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think  members  would  like  to  vote  fairly  and 
squarely  u  oon  the  resolve  as  it  conies  from  the 
Common  Council. 

Alderman  Prescott—  I  hardly  know  whether  it 
is  expedient  to  amend  the  order  or  not.  It  comes 
ip  very  oungling  shape  and  means  nothing  oae 
way  or  the  other.  If  it  is  passed  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  it  is  to  be  considered  as  the  basi*  of 
action  by  any  committee.  If  it  passes,  does  it 
mean  that  tne  Paving  Committee  are  t'>  rein- 
state the  laborers  at  the  price  tliey  received  be- 
fore? It  reads  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  the 
leductiou  at  the  oresent  time.  Well,  the  reduc- 
tion has  beeu  made.  Does  it  mean  thit  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  make  a  further  reduction  ?  or  rhat  the 
reduction  already  made  is  inexpedient?  I  should 
think  that  it  is  quite  a  milk-and-water  affair.  IE 
we  are  going  to  consider  ibis  laboi  matter,  I  think 
the  issue  ought  to  be  squarely  met.  I  na  ve  confi- 
dence in  the  committees,  who  kuow  the  wants 
of  the  departments,  and  are  entirely  com- 
petent to  fix  tne  pay  of  tt>e  persons 
employed  in  those  departments.  Therefore  I 
shall  vote  against  the  order  as  it  comes  from  the 
City  Council ;  but,  inasmuch  as  so  much  ha-,  been 
said  on  the  reduction  of  the  wages  of  laborers,  I 
should  like  to  have  an  expression  of  the  Board 
upoa  the  amendment  I  have  introduced — that  it  is 
expedient  that  a  reduction  should  be  made  in  the 
pay  of  all  the  emoloyes  in  all  the  different  depart- 
ments. As  I  have  said  before,  it  must  ue  well 
known  that  the  price  of  labor  vas  fixed  at  a  time 
when  business  was  entirely  different  trow  what  it 
is  at  present;  wheu  a  dollar  in  our  moneys  was  not 
worto  as  much  as  it  is  toaav. 

Alderman  Stebbios— When  was  it  fixed? 

Alderman  Prescott — I  don't  remember  the  year, 
but  I  teel  safe  in  stating  that  it  «v  as  fixed  at  a  time 
when  the  price  of  outside  labor  and  when  business 
was  entirely  Different  from  what  it  is  today.  I 
have  been  informed  upon  credible  authority  that 
the  t  owns  and  cities  about  us  arc  not  payiog  as  large 
wages  as  we  are  today.  We  are  not  justified  in  so  do- 
ing, and  we  are  justified  oily  in  u°ing  the  money 
of  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  ot  Boston  as  economi- 
cally as  it  can  be.  I  do  not  feel  like  withdiawing 
my  motion. 

Alderman  Quincy  asked  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
on  the  question  whether  a  motion  to  amend  was 
in  order  after  a  motion  to  indefinitely  pjstpoue 
had  been  made. 

The  Chairman  read  section  9  of  tiie  rules,  and 
decided  thit  it  was. 

Alderman  Power— I  hope  the  Alderman  wilt 
withdraw  the  motion.  I  should  like  to  see  a  vote 
of  this  Board  upon  that  resolution  as  it  comes 
from  the  Council.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
say  again  that  in  the  action  1  have  taken  in  rhis 
matter  I  have  done  what  1  believed  was  tor  the 
true  interest  of  the  city  and  of  the  honest  la- 
borers of  the  city.  I  have  sympathy  for  the 
honest  laborers  of  the  city;  I  ought  to 
huve,  for  I  have  been  one  of  them 
myself.  I  have  lr.bored  on  the  street  with 
a  pick  and  shovel,  and  have  gone  through 
all  the  grades  of  labor.  Every  houest  laboi  er 
knows  that  vhat  is  tor  the  interest  of  thetix- 
psyer  is  for  his  interest;  that  if  this  Government 
is  run  economically,  taxes  and  everything  will  be 
reduced.  We  have  bean  endeavoiing  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years  to  do  that.  We  all  kooiv  that 
tte  greatest 'curse  that  evei  befell  any  country  is 
a  high  rate  of  taxation,  and  we  have  been  indeav- 
oring  to  reduce  it,  and  we  did  reduce  it  this  year. 
Your  taxes  must  be  reduced,  or  the  valuation 
ot  property  must  be  reduced,  which  is  the 
same  thins;  and  we  cannot  do  that  unless  the 
city's  business  is  managed  as  w- would  m<iuage 
our  own,  and  try  to  conduct  it  in  as  economical  a 
manner  as  possible,  saving  everything  we  can.  I 
feel  that  if  this  reductio  i  should  uervade  all  the 
departments,  the  city's  monev  would  do  a  gr.-.at 
deal  more  good,  because  it  wouli  go  to  a  great 
many  more  of  tbe  deserving  poor  of  the  city.  But, 
as  I  said  before,  under  that  resolution  the  money 
would  go  to  a  favored  few.  where  it  cannot  begin 
to  do  the  good  that  it  would  if  it  were  u  dversally 
dispensed. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  should  vote  for  au 
indefinite  postponement  of  tins  whole  subject.  I 
do  not  want  to  vote  against  the  principle  laid  down 
by  the  Alderman  fioni  Ward  9,  but  if  he  persists  I 
shall  do  so.  I  believe  it  is  inexpedient  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  the  laborers  only,  and  if  he  will  intro- 
duce a  uew  order  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Alderman  Prescott, 
to  insert  the  word  "only"  alter  the  word  "labor- 
ers" was  lost— yeas  3,  nays  9: 


Teas — Aloermeu  Clark,  Harris,  Prescott— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  O'Brien, 
Pope,  Power,  Qui  icy,  Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthing- 
ton— 9. 

Th e  resolve  was  indefinitely  postponed — yeas  8, 
nays  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigslow,  Barrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Power,  Prescott,  Qaincy,  Worthington — 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Stebbios, 
Viles— 4. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

On  rno'ion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board  took 
ut>  the  special  assignment  tor  five  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.,  the  ordinance  for  a  new  division  of  wards, 
wita  sundry  amenaments  thereto. 

Alderman  Qurncv — After  examining,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  columns  of  hos  lie  figures  arrayed  against 
me  in  the  preliminary  skirmi  b  of  Wednesday 
evening  la^t,  I  find  myself  under  the  military  ne- 
cessity of  abaudoniug  au  untejable  position.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  do  so  with  as  good  a  grace  and 
in  as  good  order  is  the  circumstances  will  war- 
rant, and  piomptly  enough  to  ■'ave  tbe  greater 
part  of  my  wagons.  The  intrenchmeots  to  which 
I  shall  retire,  I  am  confident, will  wairanithe  most 
vigorous  defence  which  1  am  capable  of  making 
I  acknowledge  at  once,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
resinents  of  new  Ward  6,  according  to  the  commit- 
tet's  lines,  are  by  a  blunder  in  calculation  for 
which  I  can  offer  no  excuse,  threatened  with  great 
injustice,  and  given  a  tangible  grievance  for  which 
they  have  a  tight  to  deuu?;nd  relress  and  apol- 
ogy. By  actual  count  upon  the  map,  iu  place  of 
2807  votes  given  them  by  the  co  umittee,  the  ward 
is  found  to  contain  bnt"2711,  about  a  hundred  less 
than  anv  othe*  of  the  city  wards;  while  tbe  ad- 
joining Ward  7  is  given  3149,  or  more  than  an 
equal  number  in  excess.  In  addition  to  this  actual 
grievance,  it  appears  to  me  that  they  assume  an- 
other, more  or  less  imaginary,  which  I  will  con- 
sider in  a  moment.  To  restore  the  ward  to  that 
equality  which  it  is  entitled  to  claim,  I  propose 
the  following  simple  amendment,  which  I  will 
add  has  toe  unanimous  approval  cf  the  commit- 
tee, who  would  offer  the  same  as  a  report  had 
recommitment  authorized  fheai  to  do  so.  Iu  place 
of  running  the  bouudary  up  Hancock  to  Mt.  Ver- 
non and  Mt.  Vernon  to  the  water,  run  the  same 
up  Joy  to  Beacon,  down  Beacon  and  Otter  to  the 
water.  This  change  transfers  to  Ward  6  a  dis- 
trict containing  389  of  the  most  desirable  voters — 
the  Somerset  Club  and  uearly  th=  \vh  de  of  that 
which  portion  ot  Beacon  street,  formerly  lu  Ward  6 
it  was  remarked  that  the  committee's  lines  had 
included  iu  a  ward  containing  part  of  the  South 
■Cove  in  exchange  for  190  in  a  block  on  the  back  of 
the  hill,  making  a  gain  of  199  for  Ward  6,  aud 
leavingthe  respective  numbers  as  follows:  Ward  6, 
2910;  Ward  7, 2950.  These  figures  are  those  of  a  pro- 
fessional accountant, verified  by  the  City  Clerk,  as, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  shall  not  ask  the  Board 
to  accept  my  own  or  the  committee's  calculations. 
So  much  to  reuiedv  actual  injustice.  That  to 
which  I  have  alluded  as  imaginary  may  be  de- 
scribed bv  the  legal  phrE.se.  damnum  absque  in- 
juria, a  loss,  but  io  no  sense  •  grievance  or  an  in- 
justice. I  refer  to  tae  cutting  off  of  the  long  and 
irregular  excrescence  in  the  shape  ot  a  tail  or 
pan-handle  running  down  the  Milldam,  and  which 
the  committee's  lines  here,  certainly  to  the  advan- 
tage of  symmetry,  transfer  to  v\"ard  S.  He.e. 
sir.  I  think,  is  where  tue  sboe  really  pinches. 
But  how  about  the  "pan-handlers"  themselves, 
sir,  if  I  may  so  designate  th->  residents  in  this  sec- 
tion? Do  they  clamor  to  return  to  their  lost  loves 
unon  the  hill?  We  had  the  privilege  at  tbe  last 
ineetiug  of  listeniug  to  no  less  n  voice  than  that 
of  our  worthy  Chairman  biro-elf,  who  came  down 
upoo  the  rl  wr  lor  the  purpose  of  expressing  his 
more  than  conteut  with  the  waid  which  the  com- 
mittee bad  laid  out  for  aim.  I  confess,  sir.  that 
when  I  listened  to  his  eloquent  description 'tf  the 
social,  political,  financial— I  forget  whether  he 
added  moral  paradise— of  th<)  uew  Waid  8,  the 
first  gleam  of  satisfaction,  of  pride  in  havii  g  been 
instrumental  in  its  formation  came  ro  lelieve  the 
extreme  mortification  which  fell  upon  me  a*  I 
listened  to  the  tripping  up  of  mv  committee-  fig- 
ures. I  think,  sir,  that be  will  agiec  mat  there- 
turn  of  199  Beacon  Hill  sheep  of  snowy  fleece  to 
tne  fold,  ought  to  occasion  such  rejoicing  as 
shou'd  cause  Ward  6  to  forget  its  cresenr  war  cry 
ot  < lie  pan-handle,  the  whole  pao-h&ndle,  and 
nothing  but  the  pan-handle,  and  leave  huu  un- 
disturbed iu  ins  Araoy  the  blest  Of  Ward  8. 
Just  here,  sir,  perhaps  I  may  mention  two  little 
instances  io  show  that   the  accidental  presenta- 
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tion  of  erioneons  figures  is  not  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  the  committee.  .At  the  last  meeting 
the  Aldetman  oopc  site  presented  figores  by  which 
he  claimed  to  show  liow  the  eomuiit'ee's  wards 
counted  upon  the  map  differed  from  the  commit- 
tee's totals.  It  now  appears  that  in  the  ease  of 
Ward  8  it  was  not  th*  "onimittee's  ward,  but  the 
Council's  amended  waid,  wnich  was  couated, 
and  which  could  not  ano  ought  not  to  coincide 
y,itb  tne  committee's  total.  Again,  the  gentlemao 
to  whose  labors  wt  owe  the  sub;  titute  piepared 
foi  the  two  map'  which  now  Hang  on  toe  wall 
their  first  lists  of  total's,  tiw  gave  as  that  of 
Ward  8  on  the  u-.per  map  127  more  voters  than 
are  on  the  arigii  al,  thus  (  Lai  sing  tbe  committee 
with  his  own  blunder  to  that  amount.  I  Uiscov- 
eied  the  error  aod  charged  it  upon  the  City  Clerk, 
supposing  that  he  alone  was  authorized  to  post 
figures  assuming  to  be  official  in  this  >oom.  He 
disclaimed  iespor  sibilitv  aid  the  next  day  re- 
moved tbe  gentleman's  figure  ann  post  d  his 
own  in  their  place. 

The  question  then  will  be  whether  the  advan- 
tages of  the  substitute  over  the  committee's  plan 
thus  amended  are  so  great  as  to  »  arrant  its  adop- 
tion by  tbis  Hoard  with  a  hope  of  its  acceptance 
by  tr  e  other  branch ,  On  which  side  will  then  lie 
the  greater  equality  of  numbers?  I  take  the 
City  Cleik's  figures  by  actuu  count. 
Committee's 

Wards.  Amended.  Substitute. 

3 2,889 2,869 

4 2,770 2,816 

ft 2,«08 2,990 

6 2,910 2,941 

7 2.959 2.915 

8 2,9Hli 2,889 

9 2,9til 3,031 

Committee's  greatest  difference,  191;  substitute's 
greatest  diff<  ren.ee,  215. 

If  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Alderman  from 
Waul  12  in  the  lines  between  Wards  3  aod  4  he 
adopt  d,  it  will  further  reduce  the  committee's 
difference  by  some  35  votes.  So  much  for  equali- 
ty of  numOeis.  Next  for  equality  of  area.  I  have 
not  measurf  d,  but  9S  it  ,«trikes  my  eye,  the  differ- 
ence between  the  largest  and.  smallest  substitute 
if)  greater  than  between  the  largest  aid  smallest 
commiitee's  wards.  But  now  -ir,  comes  our  weak 
po*nt,  and  whether  I  succeed  in  successfully  de- 
fending it  or  whether  it  must  prove  fatal  to  a  po- 
sition e!se«  here  impregnable,  th-  Bosrd  must 
decide.  The  substitutes  lines  are  the  sfraighte3t. 
They  have  used  the  ruler  wheie  the  committee  con- 
sidered ihe  employment  of  that  instrument 
might  work  inconveni-.nce  more  tha^  counter- 
balancing pleasure  to  the  eye  upoo  paper.  They 
have  bisected  and  ti  iseci  ed  th  Common  t  nd  Public 
(iar.ii.'i.  The  oomuiittee  considered  i  i  view  of 
the  probable  establishment  of  criminal  courts, 
whose  jurisdiction  'ill  be  bounded  by  w«rd  lines, 
that  thcSt  public  giounds  should  be  included 
within  the  limits  of  one,  and  thev  theiefore  drew 
th-  ir  lines  around  instead  of  across  the  same.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty,  roughly,  to  piepare  a  plan 
showing  tbe  inhabitable  pit  tion  ot  tbe  substi- 
tute's Waid  6,  deducting  the  fractions  of  the 
Common  and  .Public  Garder,  which  I  claim  must 
be  abandoned  later  for  the  sake  of  convenience, 
even  if  now  adopted.  The  ridiculous  isthmus  be- 
tween body  and  tail  is  at  once  apparent.  Looking 
at  it  thus  reminds  one  instantly  of  Lord  Dun- 
drean's  conundrum,  and  sugg-sts  the  possibility 
that  here  also  the  toil  is  becoming  rather  too 
strongto  be  wagged  much  lo>>gei  by  the  arimal. 
But  it  is  claimed  that  the  committee's  straggling 
and  raggen  outline  cf  Ward  9  has  been  bettered 
by  the  substitute.  In  a  ce-ta>n  sense  it  has,  sir.  ■ 
The  substitute  lines  are  about  equally  lagged,  but 
not  so  long  and  straggling  as  the  committee's. 
Gentleme.i  will  give  this  advantage  all  the  weight 
wbich  it  deserves,  but  I  trust  they  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  complaint  lomes  not  from  the  long 
nine  but  from  the  short  six  aod  perhaps  may  end 
in  smoke  after  all.  Ii  is  to  the  ge<  tlemen  regard- 
ing tbe  same  fiom  the  sier.e  heights  of  Be»con 
Hill  tt  at  Ward  9's  ragged  edge  appears  a  tagged 
edge  of  despair— those  who  have  not  the  advan- 
tage of  looking  at  it  from  so  great  a  distance 
do  not  object  or  become  disheartened  thereat. 
I  tbink  I  ought  net  to  sit  dow  ,  sir.  without  a 
word  of  protest  against  an  unequal  distribution 
either  of  tbe  kicks  of  the  halfpence  with  woich 
pleased  or  aggrieved  sections  would  fain  compen- 
sate the  committee's  labors.  There  is  no  justice 
in  selecting  a  scapegoat.  The  erroneous  figures 
which  have  disciedited  >he  committee,  ar.d  for 
which  the  supporter5  of  the  substitute  are  no 
doubt  sinceiely  grateful,  were  the  work  of  one 


man ;  the  lines  were  the  result  of  th  ->  whole  com- 
mittee's caret nl  study,  and  adopted  with  e'earuo- 
derstawling  of  their  effect  and  willingn?ss  to 
take  the  responsibility  oT  their  indorsement. 
In  cooeluiior',  sir,  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  the 
belief  that  certain  gennemeo  who  are,  and  I  trust 
will  remain  my  personal  fuends,  may  have  lis- 
tened to  or  read  my  remarks  it  tne  special  -session 
witli  feelings  unfavorable  to  a  true  appreciation 
of  tbeir  character.  I  certai"ly  did  ascribe  certain 
gentlemen's  action  to  the  desirn  of  persons  of  po- 
sition, intelligence  auri  princiole  to  retain  politi- 
cal power  *  hifh  ibey  k  ew  they  bad  exercised  in 
behalt  ot  good  government.  It  seems  to  me  that 
those  who  can  find  here  or  i-isevhere  in  my  te- 
marksa  slurrio  g  or  sneeriug  tone  or  insinuation  of 
sinister  motives,  must  be  those  who  at  the  time 
are  di-termined  therein  to  find  them.  If  the  com- 
mittee's plau  with  my  amendment  oe  adopted,  my 
own  domicile  will  be  within  the  waru  to  which 
1  have  endeavored  to  offer  iepaiatioo  due,  and 
where  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  regarded  as  an  enemy 
atter  the  pi  esent  tempest  in  a  t-apot  sball  have 
subsided.  My  own  vote,  sir,  will  be  as  follows: 
Against  the  substitute,  and  if  that  shall  be 
defeated,  then  ia  favor  ot  the  commit- 
tee's scheme  with  my  amend  tejt  and 
that  or  the  Alderman  from  Ward  12  between 
Wards  3  and  4.  lo  regaro  to  the  outlying 
wards,  I  shall  vote  to  concur  with  tin  (  ouncil's 
amendments  with  one  exception,  that  which 
amen ds  the  iii  e  between  Ware*  19  and  20.  This  I 
understand  was  not  petitioned  tor,  is  disliked  by 
the  residents,  and  was  offered  meretv  to  balance 
tbe  chi  ge  betwe-n  Ward- 18  and  20.  As  it  mere- 
ly tra-isfeis  the  loss  toWard  19,  there  si-ems  no  i  ea- 
son,  for  it  as  Waid  20  is  supposed  to  ce.on  the  way 
to  rapid  increase. 

The  Chairman  said  the  question  was  upon  the 
amendment  for  Wards  3, 4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  offered 
by  Aldeiman  Frescott  at  the  last  meeting. 

A'aenm.u  Prescntt—  I  think  the  Alderman  fom 
Ward  4  has  mail-,  commeodaole  progress  einee  tbe 
last  meeting,  when  he  stood  up  so  .  t  enuon-iy  for 
the  report  of  the  committee.  Today  he  is  ready 
to  take  a  half-way  siep  towaids  the  plan  which  I 
han  the  hoi  or  to  suggest  at  the  last  meeting. 
Perhaps  if  we  were  lo  adjourn  over,  as  we  did 
tnen,  to  the  niiodleof  theweek.he  might  get  fully 
over  to  thu  plan  I  suggested.  I  am  not',  pre  ared 
to  criticise  the  plan  he  has  presented  and  which 
now  lies  upon  tue  i  able.  It  may  have  more  mer- 
its tnan  rue  pia  >  I  presented ;  but  it  must  be  evi- 
dent co  the  Board  that  the  more  pi  ins  we  have 
the  more  confusion  becomes  worse  confounded. 
I  have  this  to  say  in  regaui  to  the  plan  offeied  by 
me  last  Wednesday:  It  has  been  carefully  exam- 
ined by  very  maoy  parties  in  the  wards  it  ro- 
Soses  to  effect,  a  id,  with  one  exception,  tbey  have 
eai  tily  iniioised  it ;  aid  so  fa  as  any  notice  has 
been  taken  of  it  bv  the  press  it  has  been 
unauiaious)}  indorsed.  It  the  members  ef  rhe 
Board  have  given  sufficient  time  to  the  subject  to 
vote  intelligently  at  the  present  time,  I  shall  not 
ask  tor  delsy.  This  plan  is  compai  atively  new, 
and  I  camot  criticise  k  at  this  meeting;  but  I 
feel  that  we  shall  be  safe  in  adopting  the  ot>e  I 
have  presetted. 

Tha  Chairman  read  a  petition  ftom  C.  A.Blod- 
feit  and  others,  residents  in  that  territory  hound- 
ed southeast- rly  by  Columbus  avenue,  West  New- 
ton street,  etc.,  -  hich  it  w»s  proposed  to  set  off  to 
Ward  15,  hopi  ag  t  he  Board  wcul  j  concur  with  the 
Common  Council  in  so  ooing. 

Also,  tbe  petition  of  ft.  Philbrick  and  others, 
taxpayers  aid  ie"idents  of  that  part  of  the  city 
bounded  by  Cambridge,  Staniford,  Green  streets 
acd  Bowdoin  square,  that  no  change  may  be  made 
in  the  olan  as  it  came  '  rom  the  Common"  Council, 
and  that  in  no  case  shall  they  be  taken  from  the 
limits  of  the  proposed  new  Waid  4. 

A  recess  of  fiftteen  minutes  was  taken  to  allow 
mtmber'  an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  various 
plans  in  detail. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  »m  somewhat  ernbar 
rass°d  in  arriving  at  a  decision  between  toese 
tvo  p'ans;  but  on  toe  whole,  it  seems  better  to 
adopt  tbe  committee's  reporr,  as  amended  by 
Alderman  Quincy.  I  think  there  are  objections 
to  having  imaginaty  liues  running  actoss  the 
Common  and  public  grounds  for  the  sake  of  hav- 
ing the  ward  lines  more  regular  on  the  man,  and 
I  don't  know  that  there  has  been  an  in- 
stance of  ward  lines  being  ran  in  that  way. 
Some  ot  the  most  serious  objections  to  the 
plan  have  been  obviated  by  the  Alderman's 
amendment;  and  ihere  don't  seem  to  be  much 
difference  either  way  with  the  occupants  of  those 
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wards  whether  one  plan  or  the  other  is  adopted; 
and  as  the  adoption  of  commitee's  plan,  with 
the  Alderman's  am»ncme4,  will  be  rather  the 
more  simple  of  the  two  and  will  not  ;nvolve 
so  many  changes,  that  is  a  strong  consider- 
ation in  its  favor.  I  was  in  favor  of  the 
boundaries  of  Waid  15  as  adopted  by  the 
Common  Council,  as  the  people  who  reside  there 
are  in  favor  of  it.  They  are  i  a  the  habit  of  acting 
with  inhabitants  of  old  Ward  11,  aid  desire  ta  re- 
tain that  con  oection.  If  the  amendment  of  the  Al- 
derman from  Ward  9  is  adopted  it  leaves  a  differ- 
ence between  Wards  IS  and  18,  and  there  is  no 
compensation. 

Alderman  O'Biien— In  makiog  a  selection  be- 
tween the  plan  for  tbe  urw  division  of  the  ;vards, 
as  reported  by  tbe  committee  and  tbe  atne:d- 
meDts  submitted,  the  equalization  of  vot,  is,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  should  have  very  little  influence  on 
th°  plan  we  adopt,  as  tne  matter  is  now  presented. 
The  oifference  of  50, 100  or  150  voteis  more  or  less 
in  each  ward  is  of  jo  importance  as  a  basis,  when 
compared  with  the  radical  change,  that  have 
taken  place  during  the  past  ten  years,  or  the 
ehanges  that  are  likelv  to  take  plaee  during  the 
next  ten  ye^rs.  Let  me  illustr?te  tfcis  point. 
When  tire  oivisioo  tookplace  in  1865  Ward  5,  had 
3119  voters  and  Warn  12  2367  voteis,  bat  now 
Ward  5  has  only  1571  vo  ers,  a  loss  of  more  than 
fifty  per  cent.,  aDd  Ward  12  5365  voter",  a  gaio  or 
over  100  per  cent.,  u>  airing  a  difference  of  loss  and 
gamii  the*e  two  wards  of  150  per  ceit.  in  ten 
years.  So  that  it  the  amend  mencs  proposed  are 
inertly  a  more  equal  distribution  of  voters, 
tbe°  are  not  of  much  importance  in  view 
of  the  chang?s  that  are  likely  to  take  place 
in  one  or  two  years.  Ward  5  might  have  very  just- 
ly complained  in  1865,  when  placed  on  ao  equality 
with  Warn  12,  although  the  latter  ypard  ha-  now 
about  three  tidies  as  mauy  voters.  If  we  make  a 
comparison  wi'h  the  suburbs,  thi*i  point  will  be 
even  more  marked.  Foi  instance,  the  city  prop- 
er, with  33,990  voters  in  1865,  increased  only  10,407 
vote?  in  ten  years,  or  thirty  percent.  Roxbury, 
Dorche«tjr,  West  Roxbu^v,  Brighton  andCbarles- 
town,  with  onlyl3,588  voWs  in  1865,  increased  10,- 
835  vote-'  in  ten  years,  or  eighty  per  cent.  Again, 
the  increase  of  voters  in— 

Gain.       Per  cent. 

Ward  1  to  B,  inclusive 1,946  10 

Ward  7  to  12,  inclusive 8,461  51 

Ward  1  to  12,  inclusive 10,407  30 

Roxbury-Wards  13,14,15 4.640  103 

Dorchester- Ward  16  1 ,578  84 

West  Roxbury— Ward  17 1,532  150 

Brighton— Ward  19 757  115 

Chariestown-Wards  20, 21.  22 2,328  41 

Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury 5,474  113 

These  facts  show  that  a  few  votes  more  or  less, 
as  abasi3  now,  will  be  reversed  in  a  very  short 
time.  All  the  olans  of  division  proposed  overlook 
the  probabl"  increase  of  voters,  and  thia  it  ap- 
pears to  me  ought  to  have  been  oonsidsi-.d  by  the 
committee.  In  the  division  in  1865  this  matter 
was  evidently  provided  for,  as  in  that  division 
Wards  9  to  12  mculsive  coot.aio.ed  an  average 
of  only  2434  voters,  while  Wards  1  to  "5 
inclusive  contained  an  average  of  3172 
voters,  while  now  the  average  of  Wards  9  to 
12  is  4299  voters,  and  the  average  of  Wards  1  co  5, 
inclusive,  3424  voteis,  showing  that  the  lowest 
wards  by  toe  division  of  1865  nad  more  than 
oaught  uo  with  the  largest  wards  in  1875,  and 
proves  the  wisdom  of  this  division.  Starling  on 
che  basis  now  oroposeo,  tbe  wards  that  are  niiv 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  100  to  150  per  cent,  will, 
in  a  few  years,  far  exceed  in  voters  the  wards  ia 
the  city  proper.  If  we  turn  to  population,  the  in- 
crease in  the  city  pioper  has  been  31,845, 
while  the  increase  in  th^  suburb!  has  been 
41,442  and  'f  we  consider  the  basis  of 
voters  or  population,  now  and  prospective,  all  the 
plans  proposed  are  at  fault,  3uu  will  soon  be  re- 
versed by  the  changes  that  are  going  on.  Look- 
ing at  the  matter  in  this  light,  i he  report  of  the 
commttt-e  has  not  been  improved  by  the  amend- 
ments, and  if  we  consider  only  aa  equal  lepre- 
sentatioo  now,  all  the  pioposed  plaus  will  be  ve.y 
unequal  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  changes  in  voters 
in  ten  years  in  the  twelve  original  and  uine  an- 
nexed wards.^-f^-r^TP    ,  ,„.-„»•» 
».»»»  ctthf"*                              1865.      1875.    Gain.  Loss. 

Wards  1 to  ^Inclusive... 88,990    44,397    12.353    1,946 

Wards  13, 14, 15  (Roxbury) 4,483     9,13     4,1.40     .... 

Ward   16  (Dorchester)... I,8b0     3,438      1,5,8     .... 

Ward  17  (West  Roxbury) 991     2,523      1,532     .... 

Ward    19(nrighton)..... 658      1.415        757      .... 

Wards  20,  21,22  (Charlestown)..  5,59b     7,924     2,328     .... 

Total 47,578    68,820    23,188    1.946 


Population. 

Table  showing  percentage  of  gain  in  population 
in  old  Boston  and  annexed  territory: 

Section.  1865.  1875.  Gain.      Per  cent 

boston 192,318       224,163         31,845  16 

Roxbury 28,426         50.429         22,003  77 

Charlestown 26,399         33,550  7,151  27 

Dorchester  10.717         15,788  5,071  47 

W.  Roxbury 6,912         11,783  4,871  70 

Brighton 3,854  6,200  2,346  60 

With  these  facts  before  us,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  recommit  the  whole  matter?  There  is  evi- 
dently great  dissatisfaction  -vith  all  the  plans  pio- 
posed, and  it  may  not  be"  possible  to  satisfy  all; 
but  if  the  co  umittee  reconsidered  their  j  Ian,  with 
all  tbe  objections  that  ic  has  ni?t  with,  [  believe 
they  might  arra  ge  the  different  wards  so  as  to 
give  more  general  satisfaction. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  hardly  think  we  should 
mate  much  headway  if  we  recommit,  this  matter 
to  the  committee,  who  undoubtedly  did  their  work 
as  well  as  they  coul  J,  and  have  given  us  a  good 
plan  to  woik  upon  and  ameud.  Io  regard 
to  the  statistics  of  the  increase  and  de- 
crease in  certain  wards,  I  understand  — 
in  fact  the  commirtee's  report  explicitly 
states  it— that  the  terms  of  the  statute  were  such 
that  thev  were  aot  to  consider  th-,  increase  and 
decrease  of  the  wards.  The  authority  given  them 
was  to— 

— "cause  a  new  division  of  the  city  to  be 
made  into  twenty-tour  wards,  in  such  a  manaoi 
as  to  include  au  equal  nuoibet  of  voters  in  each 
ward,  as  near  as  maybe,  consistently  with  the 
well-deftued  limits  of  each  ward." 

I  have  no  doubt  that  in  ten  years  there  will  be 
as  great  disparity  of  numbers  in  the  wards  as 
now.  Ward  5.  tor'  ir  stance,  has  decreased  100  per 
cent.,  an  1  chough  not  represented  here,  is  very 
strongly  lepresented  in  the  other  branch.  But 
tbe  main  question  is  ou  the  plans  for  Waros  3  to 
9  inclusive.  lam  iot  prepared  to  criticise  the 
ame  ded  plan  which  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee has  submitted.  By  submitting  that  plan  . 
he  acknowledges  tha.  tne  report  cai>  be  amended 
tor  its  benefit.  I  believe  that  a  critical  examin- 
ation of  the  two  plans  will  show  that 
the  lines  upon  the  plan  I  propose  ate  more  regu- 
lar than  those  on  his  plan  as  amended,  and  I 
think  there  is  more  nearly  an  approximate  equal- 
ity of  voters.  Ris  plan  now  before  us  is  compara- 
tively new,  and  has  not  been  examined  by  tnose 
interested,  and  has  not  received  che  1  ndorsement 
of  the  press.  With  due  regard  for  the  committee, 
I  feel  that  the  plan  suggested  here  last  Wednes- 
day has  msrits  which  have  given  more  general 
satisfaction  tnau  the  one  submitted  co  the  com- 
mittee, and  I  hope  the  amendment  will  pievail. 

Alderman  Steb Dins— When  the  plan  was  sub-, 
mitted  at  our  last  meeting  by  tas  Alderman  from 
Ward  9, 1  was  favorably  impressed  with  the  lines 
marked  out  and  with  the  nuniber  of  voters  for 
each  ward.  One  serious  objection  1  had  to  the 
committee's  plan  was  in  connection  with  the 
Assessors'  Department,  with  which  I  am  connect- 
ed; but  that  is  removed  by  th?  amendment  which 
the  chairman  has  offered.  In  view  ot  >hs  fact 
that  tais matter  should  be  settled,  and  th>t  the 
Registrars  mav  prepare  toe  voting  lists,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  plan  suDmitted  by  the  commit- 
tee, vtith  the  amendments  of  "  the  chairman, 
chinking  n  will  give  as  good  satisfaction 
to  the  people  of  Boston  as  any  plan  that  could 
be  submitted.  It  the  City  Council  bad  taree  or 
four  months  to  work  upon  it  I  think  a  better  de- 
cision could  be  made.  I  thiol-  tie  amendments 
of  the  Aide  me-  from  Warns  4  nd  12  will  tend  to 
harmonize  the  differences  and  I  hope  they  will  be 
adopted. 

Al>eruiau  Power  Whea  this  matter  first  ca/ue 
up,  the  only  lines  I  desired  to  change  w  le  those 
in  regard  to  Ward  6,  where  the  people  have 
always  been  in  favor  ot  g>oi  government,  aad  I 
think  they  very  justly  complained  that  some  in- 
justice hai  been  ooiie  thetu.  As  the  committee 
have  reported  an  amendment  that  I  thins  will 
give  satisfaction,  I  -hall  vote  for  the  amended 
plan  of  the  committe-,  with  the  amenoment  I 
offer,  which  I  uuderscaud  is  acceptable  to  tbe 
committee. 

Ike  amendment  of  Alderman  Prescott  was  re- 
jected—veas  4,  uavs  8: 

Yeas— Aldeinieii  Bigelow,  Clark,  Popt,  Pres- 
cott—4. 

Nays— Aldermen  Burt  age.  Hams.  O'Brien,  Pow- 
ei,  Quincv,  Stebbins,  VUes,  Worthington — 8. 

The  wards  that  bad  not  been  acted  upon  were 
laken  up  seriatim,  and  ihe  action  and  result  on 
each  are  appended,  the  italics  indicating  the 
changes : 


NOVEMBER 
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Ward  Three. 

Alderman  Power's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the  ware  as  amended  was  passed  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  nra,w  on  Charles- 
River  Bridge;  thence  along  and  including  said 
bridge  to  Pi ince  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Pri.  ce  street  to  Salem  street;  thence  by  tbe  mid- 
dle of  Salem  sireer  to  Hanover  street;  tnence  by 
the  middle  if  Hanover  street  to  Blackstone 
street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blackstone  street  to 
North  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  North  street 
to  Dock  square;  thence  across  Dock  square  to 
Devonshire  street,  ttience  through  the  middle  of 
Devonshire  street  to  Milk  stieet;  tbence  through 
the  middle  of  Milk  stre-t  to  Innia  street;  thence 
across  India  street  to  the  Kne  dividing  the  former 
Central  wharf  from  the  former  India  wbarf; 
thence  aloog  said  line  of  division  to  the  water; 
thence  by  i  he  watet  f<  out  to  the  point  ot  begin- 
ning. 

Ward   Four. 

Aloeiman  Powei's  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  ward  as  amended  passed  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  southerly  end 
of  Charles- River  .Bridge;  tbence  by  the  midcle 
of  Piioce  street  10  Salem  stiter;  i  hence  by  ihe 
middle  of  Salem  sireet  to  Hanover  street;  tbence 
by  the  middle  ot  Hanover  street  to  Blackstone 
street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blackstone  street  to 
North  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  North  street 
to  Dock  square;  thence  across  Dock  square  to 
Devonshire  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Devonshire  street  to  State  strert,  northerly  fork; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  said  northerly  fork  of 
State  street  to  Court  street;  thence  by  ihe  middle 
of  Court  street  to  Howard  street;  thence  by  the 
midnle  of  Howard  st  eet  to  Bulnnch street; thence 
by  the  middle  of  Bulfioch  street  to  Bowdoin 
square;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Bowdoin  square 
to  Cambridge  street:  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Cambridge  stieet  to  Lynde  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Lynde  street  to  Leverett  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Leverett  street 
to  Causeway  street;  thence  by  tDe  mid- 
dle of  Causeway  street  to  Beverly  street; 
thence  by  the  midole  of  Beverly  stieet  to 
Warren  Bridge;  tbonce  by  and  including  the  said 
Warren  Bridge  to  the  water  at  the  draw  thereon; 
thence  by  the  water  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Five. 
Adopted,  in  coicurience,  as  leported  by  the 
committee. 

Ward  Six. 

Alderman  Quincv  offeied  the  following: 

Strike  out  beginning  at  the  words  "Hancock 
street"  in  the  sixth  Tine  and  ending  with  the 
words  "Mt.  Vernon  street"  in  the  eighth  line; 
and  insert  as  follows:  "Joy  street;  thence  by  tbe 
middle  of  Joy  srreet  to  Beacoc  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Beacon  street  to  Otterstreet;  tbence 
by  the  middle  of  Otter  street." 

Aoopted  and  the  -ward  passed  as  amended  as 
follows: 

Beginning  al  the  water  at  the  line  between  Tay- 
lor's wharf  and  the  Hospital  vbarf ;  thencebysaid 
line  aero- s  North  Charles  street  to  Allen  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  ot  Allen  street  to  Blossom 
street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blossom  street  to 
Cambridge  sreet ;  thence  by  the  midole  ot  Cam- 
bridge street  to  Joy  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Joy  street  to  Beacon  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Beacon  street  to  Otter  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Otter  street  to  tbe  water;  thence  by  the 
water  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Seven. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 

Strike  out,  beginning  with  the  second  line  and 
endit  g  witn  the  word?,  "Hancock  street,"  in  the 
tbird  and  fourth  lines,  and  insert  as  follows: 
"Otter  street ;  rbence  by  the  middle  of  Otter 
street  ro  Beacon  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Beacon  street,  to  Joy  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Joy  street." 

Adopted,  and  the  ward  pas°ed  as  amended  as 
follows: 

Beginning  at  the  junction  of  Arlington  and  Bea- 
con streets ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Beacon  street 
to  Joy  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Joy  street 
to  Cambridge  street;  tbenoe  by  the  middle  of 
Cambridge  street  to  Bowdoin  square ;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Bowdoin  square  to  Bultincb  street : 
thence  by  the  middl-  of  Bulnnch  street  to  Howard 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Howard  street  to 
Court  stieet;  thfnce  by  the  middle  of  Court  street 
to  the  northerly  fork   of   State   street;  tbence  by 


the  midole  of  said  northerly  fork  of  State 
street  to  Devonshire  streat;  thecce  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Devonshire  stieet  to  Lincoln  street; 
thence  by  tbe  middle  of  Lincoln  street  to 
Beach  street;  thence  by  the  midnle  of  Beach 
street  to  Huoson  street;  tbence  by  the  middle  of 
Hudson  stre*t  to  Kner land  street;  thence  by  the 
miudi?  ot  Kneeland  street  to  Eliot  street;  tbence 
by  the  miodle  of  Eliot  street  to  Tiemoot  «treet; 
tbence  by  the  middle  if  Tremonr,  street  to  Boyls- 
ton  str-et;  theice  by  the  middle  of  Boylston 
street  to  Arlington  street;  theoce  bv  the  middle 
of  Arlington  street  to  Beacon  street;  thence  by 
Vie  middle  of  Arlington  street  to  Beacon  street, 
the  point  of  beginnitxg. 

Ward  Eight. 

Alderman  Preseott — If  we  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Council,  it  will  'eave  Ward  8  with  2762 
voters  and  give  Waro  15  3106,  a  "urplus  of  344.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  a  larger  surplus  than  we 
should  make.  Tbe  plan  I  lecommended  at  the 
last  meeting  runs  the  line  from  Columbus  avenue 
up  to  West  Cbesier  park,  and  will  make  a  much 
more  even  oivision  ot  tne  number  of  voters. 

Alderman  Burrage — What  is  tbe  number  of 
voters  in  the  new  ward  ?s  pa«seo  by  the  Common 
Counci'  ? 

Alderman  Preseott — By  tbe  printeo  slip  on  our 
desks  the  ame  ded  ward  has  2936.  That  includes 
127  voces  between  West  Newton  street,  West 
Chester  paik,  Columbus  avenue  and  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad .  Taxing  out  that  number  leaves 
2762  voters  in  Ward  8,  whereas  Ward  15  has  2999 
voters.  Placing  these  127  io  Ward  15  gives  it  3126, 
or  364  more  than  in  Ward  8. 

Alderman  Barrage— That  was  offset  on  Law- 
rence street. 

Alderman  Preseott— Not  on  Ward  15. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  is  appurtnt  that  if  chere 
is  any  discrimination  it  should  be  in  favor  of 
Ward  8,  which  will  increase  more  in  the  future. 
There  probably  will  be  fifty  per  cent,  more  voters 
in  Ward  8  than  oow;  whereas  Waid  15  woulo  in- 
crease very  slightly. 

Aldermaa  Preseott — I  think  the  gentleman  is 
wrong  in  his  figures.  Toere  is  some  vacant  land 
on  the  Back  Bay,  but  it  cannot  cause  that  great 
inciease.  If  we  are  going  to  speak  of  increase,  let 
us  go  to  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton.  Gentlemen 
will  bear  m  mind  that  business  is  pushing  up  to 
the  South  End,  where  dwelling  houses  are  being 
changed  inio  stores. 

A  motion  by  Alderman  Preseott  to  add  to 
Ward  8  the  temtory  between  West  Newton  street, 
West  Chester  parte"  and  th<_  Providence  Railroad 
was,  after  a  brief  discussion  and  explanation, 
lost— 4  for,  6  against. 

Ward  8  as  amended  by  tbe  Council  was  then, 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Ward  Nine. 

Passed  in  concurrence,  as  reported  by  tbe  com- 
mittee. 

Wards  10,  11,  12,13  and  14  were  passed  in  con- 
currence at  the  ptevious  meeting. 

Ward  Fifteen. 

Alderman  Worthington's  amendment  to  change 
the  line  from  the  c°mre  of  the  Roxbory  Canal 
was  adopted,  after  an  explanation  by  Alderman 
Worthington,  and  passed  in  concurrence  wirh  the 
Council's  amendment,  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  northeast  line  of 
ihe  before-named  paving  depot  belonging  to  the 
city;  thecce  along  said  line  to  Albany  street; 
tbence  across  Albany  street  to  East  Brookline 
street;  tbence  by  the  middle  of  East  Brookline 
and  Biookline  sti eets  to  Warren  avenue;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Warren  avenue  to  the  junction 
of  Columbus  avenue  and  West  Newton  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Newton  street  to 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad;  thence  by  the 
line  of  the  southeasterly  side  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railroad  to  Camden  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Camaen  street  to 
Washington  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Washington  street  to  Lenox  street  ex- 
tended ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Lenox  street 
or  the  extension  thereof,  to  Fellows  stieet;  thence 
by  tbe  middle  of  Fellow  street  to  Northampton 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Northampton 
street  to  Albany  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  AU 
bany street  to  the  Roxburv  Canal;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  the  RoxBury  Canal  to  the  line  across 
South  Bay,  forming  part  of  the  southwesteily 
boundary  of  Ward  14;  thencs  by  said  line  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 


608 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


Ward  Sixteen. 

Alderman  Power's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the   ward  as  amended  was  passed  as  follows: 

Beeinnir.fr  at  the  ciossiog  of  Camden  street  arid 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad ;  thence  by  tlie 
northwesterly  'in?  ot  said  railroad  to  Tremont 
street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  street  to 
Pynchon  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Pynchon 
street  to  Roxbury  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Roxbuiy  street  to  "Washington  street;  tcence  by 
the.  tnidcle  of  Washington  street  to  Camden 
street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  Camden  street  to 
the  point  of  begirning. 

Ward  Seventeen. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  an  amendment 
to  conform  to  the  line  of  Ward  15,  which  was 
adopted,  and  the  ward  passed  as  auieodec,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Beginning1  at  a  point  on  the  before  de- 
scribed liae  of  Ward  14  (across  South  Biy  from 
the  paving  depot  to  the  New  York  &  New  Eng- 
land Railroad),  at  its  intersection  with  the  line  of 
Moxbury  Canal ;  thence  by  the  middle  of  the  Rox- 
bury Canal  to  Albany  street;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Northampton  street  to  Fellcws  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Fellows  street  to  Lenox  street  or  the 
extension  thereof;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Leoox 
street  or  the  extension  thereof  to  Washington 
street ;  tbence  by  the  middle  of  Washington  strest 
to  Warren  street:  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Warren  street  to  Dudley .  street ;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Dudley  street  to  GrenvilJe  street;  theoce 
by  the  diddle  of  Grenville  street  to  Winthrop 
street;  thecce  by  the  middle  of  Winthrop  stteet 
to  Blue  Hill  avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue  to  Quitcy  street;  thanes  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Quiocy  street  to  Colombia  street:  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Columbia,  Boston  andDorcnes- 
ter  streets  to  Willow  court;  thence  by  the  middle 
of  Willow  court  and  tne  liae  thereof  extended  to 
the  westerly  side  of  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railtoad;  thence  by  the  water  along  the  westerly 
side  of  said  railroad  to  the  Hoe  across  South  Bay 
before  described  as  a  boundary  of  Wardl4;  thence 
by  said  line  to  toe  point  of  beginning. 

Ward  Eighteen. 

Alderman  Power's  amendments  were  adopted. 

Alderman  Worthing'ou  moved  to  strike  out  in 
the  fourth  line,  "thence  t>\  the  middle  of 
Centre  street  to  Highland  street  to  Marcella 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Marcella 
street  to,"  and  insert,  "crossing  Centre 
street  to  the  junction  of  Amory  street;  taence 
by  the  middle  of  Amory  street  to  Codman  avenue, 
and  thence  by  the  middle  of  Codman  avenue." 
He  explained  that  it,  would  allow  200  residents  in 
the  yieinitn-  of  the  Marcella-strect  Hospital  to 
vote  at  the  Highlands  instead  of  having  to  go  to 
West  Roxbury. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  ward 
passed  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  northwest  =ide  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  at  the  crossing 
of  Tremont  street ;  thence  by  the  northwesterly 
line  of  saidiailroad  to  the  crossing  with  Centre 
street  at  its  junction  with  Amory  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Amory  street  to  Cod- 
•man  avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Cod- 
man avenue  to  Washington  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Washington  street  to  Egles- 
ton  square;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Egleston 
square  to  Sea ver  street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of 
Seaver  street  to  Blue  Hiil  averue;  thence  bv  the 
middle  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Winthrop  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Winthrop  street  to  G-ren- 
ville  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  G-renville 
street  to  Dudley  stree' ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Dudley  street  to  Warren  street;  thence  bv  the 
middle  of  Warren  street  to  Washington  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Washing' on  street  to  Rox- 
bury street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Roxbury 
street  to  Pynchon  street ;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Pynchon  street  to  Tremont  street ;  thence  across 
Tremont  street  and  the  Bostoo  &  Providence  Rail- 
road, to  thepoiot  of  beginning. 

Ward  Nineteen. 

Alderman  Quincy's  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  ward  passed  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  the  water  on  Cu  r'es  River  it  a 
point  opposite  the  end  of  West  Chester  park; 
thence  \>i'  the  middle  of  West  Chester  park  to  the 
noithwesteriv  sii?e  of  the  Boston  &  Providence 
Railroad;  ttieuce  bv  the  northwesterly  line  of 
said  railroad  to  its  crossing  with  Centre  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Centre  and  Perkins  streets 


to  Pond  avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Pond 
avenue  and  Chestnut  street  to  the  boundarv  be- 
tween Boston  atd  Bootline;  thence  northerly, 
then  westerly,  a'  d  then  southerly  bv  saic?  bounda- 
ry line  to  the  bounoarv  of  Newton,  near  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  Reservoir;  thence  by  toe  boundary  be- 
tween Newton  and  that  part  of  Boston  formerly 
called  Brighton  to  Charles  River;  thence  by  the 
w^ter  to  the  point  of  begiomng. 

Ward  Twenty. 
Alderman  Quincy's  amendment  (a1  he  corrected 
it  from  the  printed   copy,   which    was   in    enor) 
was  adopteo. 

Alderman  Worihington  offered  an  amendment 
to  mate  the  line  conform  to  Ward  18  as  mended, 
by  striking  out  "thence  by  the  middle  ot  Perkins 
and  Centre  streets  to  Amory  street;  thence  by  the 
middle  of  Amory  street  to  Highland  street;  thence 
by  the  mi  Idle  of  Highland  street  to  Maicella 
street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  Marcella  street 
to;"  and  insert  "thence  by  the  middle  of  Centre 
street  to  Amoy  street;  thence  b\  the  middle  of 
Amory  street  to  Codman  aveDue;  thence  by  the 
centre  of  Codman  avenue  to". 
The  van,  as  amenoeJ,  was  passed  as  follows; 
Beginning  at  the  boundary  line  between  Bos- 
ton and  Brooklioe  at  the  crossing  with  Pond 
street;  thence  bv  the  middle  of  Pond  street  to 
Perkins  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Perkins 
and  Centre  streets  to  the  junction  with  Amory 
street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Amory  street  to 
Codman  avenue;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Codman 
avenue  to  Washington  street;  thence  by  the  mid- 
dle of  Washington  street  to  Egleston  square; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Egleston  square  and 
Seaver  street  to  Blue  Hill  avenue;  theoce  by  the 
middle  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Back  street ;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Back  street  to  the  bouodarv  line 
between  Boston  aDd  Hyde  Park;  thence  by  the 
boundary  lines  between  that  patt  of  Boston  for- 
merly called  West  Roxbury  and  the  adjacent 
towns,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

[Waids  21,  22,  23  and  24  were  adopted  at  the 
last  meeting.] 

The  Numbers  of  the  Wards. 
The  amendment    of    Alderman    Burrage    was 
adopted  as  follows : 

Change  the  numbers  of   the  folio  ving  wards  so 
as  to  read  as  follows : 
Change  Ward  23  to  Word    3.     Ward  24to  Ward    4. 

Ward  22  to  Ward   5.    Ward   3  to  Ward   6. 

Ward   4  to  Ward   7.    Ward   5  to  Wsrd   8. 

Ward    6  to  Ward    9.    Ward    7  to  Ward  10. 

Ward    8  to  Ward  11.    Ward  9  to  Ward  12. 

Ward  10  to  Ward  13.    Ward  11  to  Ward  14. 

Ward  12  to  Waid  15.    Ward  13  to  Waid  16. 

Ward  14  to  Ward  17.    Ward  15  to  Ward  18. 

Ward  16  to  Ward  19.    Ward  17  to  Wara  20. 

Waid  18  to  Ward  21.    Ward  19  to  Ward  22. 

Ward  20  to  Ward  23.     Ward  21  to  Ward  24. 
The  ordinance  as  amended  was  ordered  pri.ittd 
and  sent  down. 

EXTRA  COURT  ROOM. 

Aldermm  Prescott,  from  the  Committee  on 
County  Buildings,  su omitted  the  folio  ving: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  Aug.  31,  1875, 
and  approved  by  thi  Mayor  Sept.  1,  assigning 
rooms  in  the  Coutt  House  for  roe  ttials  of  cases 
by  the  justices  ot  the  Superior  Court  without 
juries,  also  accommodatio  is  in  the  same  building 
for  the  law  reporters  of  the  Supreme  Court,  be 
and  the  same  Is  hereby  rescinded;  the  accorno  la- 
ttons  furnished  uot  being  satisfactory  to  the  jus- 
tices of  said  Superior  Court. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  hire  for  a  term  of  two  year-' 
the  two  rooms  on  the  second  story  of  building 
numbered  39  Court  street,  formerly  occupied  by 
the  Manufacturers'  Insurance  Company,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $2600  per  annum, 
the  same  to  be  in  full  payment  yearly  lor  all  pur- 
poses of  saio  rooms  as  a  courr  room  for  the  trials 
by  justices  of  the  Superior  Court  without  juries; 
the  expeuse  to  b«  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Countv  or  Suffolk. 

Alderman  Harris — How  often  does  tins  court 
bold  its  sessions? 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  a  new  court  establish- 
ed by  the  last  LegiaHture  for  the  trial  of  o'ases 
without  jurie*.  The  Chief  Justice  suggested  the 
rooms  named  in  the  court  house  ou  the  lower 
•  floor  uow  occupied  by  the  reporter  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  an  order"  was  passed  to  that  effect. 
When  the  Chief  Justice,  who  was  abseut,  re- 
turned, he  decided  that  the  rooms  were  unfit,  and 
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the  committee  were  obliged  to  look  outside  of  the 
court  bouse  for  rooms.  Although  this  seems  a 
large  sum  for  rent,  the  committee  were  not  able 
to  do  better.  I  am  not  able  to  state  how  often  the 
court  will  be  in  session ;  but  it  is  expected  that  it 
will  do  a  considerable  amount  of  business  now 
done  in  the  Superior  Court. 

AlUermao  Burrage— What  is  the  size  of  the 
room  ? 

Alderman  Piescott— I  am  not  able' to  give  the 
dimensions  of  the  room.  It  is  in  the  building 
owned  by  Mr.  Minot,  directly  opposite  the  Court 
House.  The  room  extends  through  the  whole 
building,  from  frorlt  to  rear. 

Alderman  Hairis— Judging  from  the  discussion, 
economy  seems  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  and  if 
tbis  court  is  to  hold  only  occasional  sessions, I  fail 
to  see  why  the  old  Council  Chamber  in  the  Charles- 
town  Distiict  could  not  be  availed  of  for  that  pur- 
pose. That  room  is  certainly  superior  to  this  in 
ventilation  and  access. 

Alderman  Power — l  am  as  desirous  of  economy 
as  anybody,  and  I  should  have  asked  the  same 
question,  but  I  havo  learned  that  we  have  nothing 
to  say  about  it;  if  we  had  I  should  oppose  this 
order.  The  court  have  a  right  to  go  and  select  a 
room,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  give  them 
the  place  they  select.  If  we  had  the  right  to  Dic- 
tate I  should  endeavor  to  save  tbis  money. 

Alderman  Preseott— If  rooms  are  not  provided 
satisfactory  to  the  court,  they  undoubtedly  would 
exercise  tbeir  prerogative  of  selecting  such  rooms 
as  they  see  fit.  That  step  has  once  been  taken  by 
thecitj.  The  rooms  selected  are  satisfactory  to 
the  court,  1  am  sure,  I  do  not  think  the  rooms 
suggested  by    the   Alderman   from   Chailestown 


would  be  acceptable;  if  I  thought  they  would  I 
would  concur  in  the  suggestion. 

Aloerman  Harris— Has  it  been  proposed? 

Alderma"  Prescott— It  has  not.  Task  for  the 
eecoid  reading  of  the  order  because  it  will  take 
all  the  time  between  now  and  the  10th  or  12th  of 
the  month,  when  the  court  comes  in,  to  fit  up  the 
rooms.  The  committee  were  not  able  to  see  why 
tne  rooms  first  proposed  were  not  satisfactory; 
but  they  were  not  satisfactory  to  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, although  originally  recommeuded  by  him. 

Alderman  Bunage— Weie  the  rooms  designated 
by  the  court  be1  ore  askiug  the  committee?  If 
they  were,  the  committee  would  be  at  a  disadvan- 
tage in  makine-  a  bargain. 

Alderman  Piescott— They  were  not  designated 
by  the  court  first.  The  committee  endeavored  to 
make  arrangements  in  the  building,  but  found  it 
impossible.  The  next  step  was  to  select  rooms  in 
the  vicinity,  and  the  selection  is  entirely  satisfac- 
tory to  the  conrt.  The  rent  includes  all  the  extra 
expences,  raxes,  janitor  and  heating.  The  build- 
ing is  assessed  at  $200,000. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

ELECTION  BETCTRNS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  to  Thursday 
next,  at  one  o'clock  P  M.,  to  receive  and  examine 
the  returns  of  the  electiou  tomorrow;  and  Alder- 
men Stebbins,  O'Brien  ana  Burrage  were  appoint- 
ed a  commiitee  to  receive  and  examine  said 
returns. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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NOVEMBER    4,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P. 
M.,  Alderman  Clark,  chair  ran.  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFEBBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Metropolitan 
Kail  road.  Company  to  b&  aaaro  in  relation  to  tiie 
removal  of  snow  1  .om  thei^  tracks. 

"William  Reed  et  al.,  that  ed^estones  andsile- 
wslks  he  laid  on  Fourth  street  from  KioL  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  James  A.  Jones, 
for  leave  co  maintain  a  lainter  -at  187  North  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Angus..  Schmidt,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on  Elmsvood 
street,  Ward  15. 

Thomas  McDermott,  tor  leave  to  occnpy  a  new 
wooden  sable  for  two' horses  on  Wairen  stieet, 
Ward  19. 

Sophia  Elizaoeth  Willis,  for  leave  to  occnoy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  two  cows  and  one  horse 
on  comer  of  Cecl«r  and  Wa-aiogton  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Silas  Potter  et 
al.,  for  gas  lights  in  Alaska  street. 

POLLING  PLACES. 

The  amended  order  appended  to  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Division  c  Ward?  for  a  petition  to 
the  General  Court  for  auth  uity  to  istaitnsh  such 
p  >lling  placas  in  the  different  wards  as  may  oe 
deemed  necessary  by  the  City  Council,  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

PEPMIT   FOB  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worthington  suomitfea  a  report  fiom 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  t\n  part  of  the  B  ard 
in  favor  of  the  granting  of  a  permit  to  Davia 
Hunt  to  occupy  brick  stable  i ear  of  308  Beacon 
street.    Accepted. 

STONY  BKOOK  SEWEB. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following; 

Ordered,  That  the  Supennteudent  of  Sew?rs  be 
hereby  oirected  ti  construct  a  new  culvert  tor 
Stony  Bi'Dok  in  Washington  stre  t,  at  Forest  Hills 
station,  acco-ding  to  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of 
the  General  Court  ot  1874,  chapter  196. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BRIDGES. 

Aldermsu  Powei  offered  the  following: 
Ordeivn,  Thst  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Messrs.  Knox  and  Angi-r,  tor  services  as  draw 
tenders  of  the  Arsenal  Bridge,  between  Bii  rhton 
and  "Waertjwn,  from  April  27, 1875, to  Oct.  1,1S75, 
the  sum  ot  $93.50;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
{.ppropriation  for  Brdges. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  ELECTION  BETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  toe  following: 
The  coram  ttee  appointed  lo  examine  there- 
turns  of  votes  cast  in  the  seveial  wards  ot  this  city 
at  the  recent  State  election,  have  attended  to 
that  duty  and  respectfully  report  that  the, 
lesults  exhibited  by  the  returns  are  correctly  en- 
tered in  the  hook  kept  for  tiat  purpose;  and  they 
recommend  tnat  the  usual  certificates  thei-ofbe 
signed  and  transmilted  to  the  office  of  the  S  cre- 
taty  of  the  Commonwealth.  In  accordance 
with  a  request  signed  >n  the  usual  form 
by  Charles  H.  I>aob  and  nine  other  citi- 
zvua  of  Ward  2,  and  filed  witi  the  City  Clerk 
within  the  time  prescribe')  by  law,  vour  com- 
mittee counted  the  original  ballots  ca«t  in  that 
ward  for  Governor  and  Senator,  and  have  substi- 
tuted that  result  as  require  t  Dy  law  lor  the  re- 
turns of  tne  ward  officers  m  the  record  ol  votes. 
The  difference  between  the  official  returns  and 
the  count  ot  the  committss  is  exhibited  below: 
.  For  Governor. 

Ward  Committee's 

Returns.  Count. 

William  Gaston 1.415  1,379 

Alexander  H.  Rice 304  315 

John  I.  Baker 7  7 

Wendell  Phillips 4  5 

William  "L.  Baker 2  1 

Charles  F.  Adams ..  1 

General  Jackson ..  1 

and  there  were  eight  blanks,    making  the   whols 
nitirber  of  bal'ot   1717. 


For  Senator. 

Ward  Committee'o 

Returns.  Count. 

Timottiy  J.  Dacev. 1.185  1,274 

Francis  B.  Hayes 419  427 

Hayes 1 

Briggs  Mann. . . ; 1 

Augustus  Russ 1 

Michael  Barr 1 

And  theie  wer»  twelve  blanks,  malar  g  the 
whule  number  of  oallots  1717. 

The  whole  r. umber  of  names  checked  on  the 
voting  list  of  this  wart,  was  1703. 

The  committee  have  received  applications 
through  the  City  Clek,  in  the  usual  lorm,  f^r  the 
recount  ot  the  original  ballots  cast  for  representa- 
tives in  Wards  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  20  and  21.  They,  there- 
fore, ask  for  further  tioje  in  which  to  report  on 
senators  and  repr-sehtativ-r*. 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins.  ) 
A.  O.  Bigelow.  [Committee. 

Hugh  O'Brien.  1 

Accepted. 

UNPAID  LABORERS  ON   SEWERS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  piesented  the  petition  of 
Moses  Mu  phv  aud  21  otheis  for  an  imm;(  iate 
he  ring  n  the  aatrerof  beics:  paid  for  services 
rendered  in  constructi  n  of  sewer  in  Boylstoj 
and  Hterhland  streets,  Ward  17. 

Alderniiu  St=bbins  stated  that  the  petition- 
ers weie  present,  and  on  bis  xotioa  it  was  voted 
to  give  their  counsel,  Mr.  WQst,  a  heai'msr. 

Mr.  West  said  Churles  I"..  O'Neil  was  awarded 
contracts  for  sewers  iu  Boylston  and  Highland 
streets,  am  the  ptitioners'bad  worked  f  >r  'in 
fiom  August  to  November.  O'Neil  had  dra  .1 
$3000  of  the  money,  but  he  has  paid  tier, 
scarcely  a  y  money,  their  wag-s  aggrega  i  g  $959, 
but  tiev  have  do'  received  a  cent,  and  they  are 
practically  paupers  od  tue  city,  and  sons  stint- 
ing theie  have  not  tasted  food  lor  twenty-four 
hours.  Although  the  City  Solicitor  may  say  the 
city  is  not  legally  iesponsibls  to  th" :e  men. 
still  tber-  is  a  strong  moral  .  bligatioa  on 
the  city  to  lelteve  these  men.  ONeil  told 
tr-  me  l  at  different  times  that  ne  vas 
responsible  for  the  debts,  and  it  not,  the 
city  w.-s.  The  svork  was  visited  bv  the  city 
officers,  the  laborers  weie  instructed  by  them 
and  «  ere  told  that  the  citv  would  pay  theej.  Mr. 
West  s  =  id  he  had  trusted  the  city,  but  other  at- 
tachments tad  beeu  laid  beforehand,  which 
will  abso  d  the  whol-.  sum.  The  city  has 
bar,  the  benefit  of  the  labor  of  *  these 
men.  and  though  he  did  not  -vish  sn 
reflect  on  ttie  policy  of  givine  contracts 
to  the  lowest  bidder,  he  thought  the  city  sbouia 
not  say  they  h«d  the  s-  wes  and  tne  me:i  can  lo  k 
out  fnf  theois  Ives.  The  men  are  unable  to  p  o- 
cure  work,  aid  immediate  a  rtton  is  nee  ssa  y; 
and  what  is  to  b  come  of  these  me:-  durii  tr  ihe 
thirty  day  '  legal  delay?  He  beggea  the  Boarii  to 
consider  the  matter"  of  their  rel  ef,  and  'hat 
so.nethina  wou  d  be  done  to  relieve  the  urgent 
needs  ot  these  men. 

Alderman  Stebbins  moved  that  the  petition  be 
lefeured  to  the  Committee  on  ~e*ers. 

Alder oaan  Power — I  do^'t  know  that  I  object  to 
th-  reference;  but  still  I  can't  see  what  i>  ran 
amount  ro.  Tois  is  a  case  similar  to  one  we  had  n 
fe«v  weeks  ajo,  and  I  don't  see  how  it  is  p-.ts  ibis 
to  avoid  such  things.  It  happens  onct  m  awhilt 
that  the  citv  gives  a  contrr.ee  to  a  per- 
son who  h«s  some  dispute  with  those  who  wmk 
for  htm  as  to  their  pay,  or  he  may  oe  Dishonest] 
as  is  claimed  by  the  gentleman  representing  tbi- 
case,  and  may  have  intentionally  defrauded 
these  laborers  out  of  their  pay.  The  i^oimnitiee 
on  Sewers  have  done  wfiat  I  suppose  every  other 
committee  has  done— let  out  the  contract  to  the 
lowest  biddt-i  ;  and  sometimes  these  contracts  got 
into  tire  hands  of  unreliable  men.  We  cannot  tell 
that  the  men  are  dishonest  uniil  we  try  tuem  ;  but 
we  feel  it.  our  duty  lo.ward  the  contra'  tto  i  he  low- 
est bidder,  and  did  so  in  this  case.  1  have 
no  doubt,  that,  all  rhe  gentleman  says  of  this  case 
is  true;  still  I  camot  see  what  th?  city  Bill  do  for 
the  men.  If  ihis  proposition  were  entertained  in* 
a  monieut  it  would  involve  a  precedent  that  you 
can  readily  see  will  affect  the  liability  of  il  e  citv 
in  every  contract  that  it  makes;  ami  1  rout  sec 
hosr  the  city  cau  interfere  in  this  case.  Tne  gen- 
tleniau  says  there  is  a  balance  in  the  frauds  of  the 
city,  but  there  aie  previous  attachments,  ami  he 
does,  cot  expect  much  from  that  souicc.  I  can 
see  but  ore  tiling  rust  the  comaMttee  can  no 
if  it  is  referred  lo  them,  and  that  is 
to     tafee     the    same    action    that     wis     irkcu 
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in  a  similar  matter  that  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
inittKe  on  Paving  a  few  weks  ago.  The  sto.-y  of 
Mi.  West  is  undoubtedly  true,  and  art  i  the  ■  xpe- 
nei  ce  we  have  had  with  Mr.  O'N-il,  we  would  not 
award  him  another  contract;  bin  ui>  to  thi«  time 
w"e  knew  nothing  against  Mi.O'Nsil,  believed  him 
to  be  a  reliably  man,  ano  he  being  the 
lowest  bidder,  wo  awarded  him  toe  con- 
trace.  Ibe  who  e  a  mo  ant  ot  this  contract 
«vas  about  $5000,  and  the  difference  between 
his  bid  and  that  of  anothei  person  of  undoubt- 
ed responsibility  was  about  $300.  The  gei  (.'e- 
man  tho  'ins  spoken  says  the  c-ty  has  lec-ived 
the  benefit  of  these  laborers' work ;  but  that  is 
iot  so.  Mr.  O'Neil  has  ivndoubtelj  received  the 
.it-neh,  of  the  r  woik.  b.  cause  he  has  got  his  pay 
from  the  euv,  which  agreed  to  pas  a  csnavn 
amount  f  >l  the  se«  e."  and  has  done  ro.  The  com- 
mittee i egret  this  n  at.er  and  feel  a  goo  l  deal  of 
sympathy  for  i,ne  lab,-re  s:  but  this  pioposition 
would  s  t  such  a  o  ecedent  t  'at  i  ca  not  see  how 
i  i>e  Government  i  a.i  ace  de  to  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  hav-  no  doibr  the  Com- 
mittee c  >  Sewers  did  their  dutyi,  this  natter. 
a  id  1  ilo  not  -ee  n  .w  they  can  possibly 
assist  these  poor  men  nittout  inteiferiug 
veiy  materially  with  cheir  contracts  in  n  hei 
Quarters;  but'  1  thi:k  the  committee  ought 
to  give  this  matter  full  consideratio  ,  and 
inouir- into  ail  the  f  ets.  It  appears  io  me  that 
sois  clause  ought  to  b-  put  into  the  contracts 
that  would  pio'ect  th"  rights  of  ihe.-e  lsboi'ers 
aod^ecur?  to  them  the  w  ges  they  should  ie- 
ceiVJ.  The  facts  thev  have  obtained  from  this 
case  mav  possibly  force  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  so  winding  tutu  e  contrac  s  t1  at  the  right,-,  of 
flii'se  men  will  be  tasen  care  of.  1  hope  it  will  be 
refeir.'d  to  Che  committee  ano  that  they  will  g'V.i 
it  i  ue  consideratio ii. 

rhe  petition  was  referred  ti  toe  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

Alderman  Stebbita  ■  ffered  the  following. 

Ordered,  That  in  contracting  for  the  perform- 
ance of  work  for  the  city  of  B.  s  on,  all  comni't- 
fse.s,  boards  and  officers  snail,  wherever  they 
dj  m  it  n  cessary  for  the  protection  ot  the  per- 
sons employed  bv  the  party  offering  to  dp  the 
work,  require  said  party  to  giv~  borcis  for  the 
payment  of  said  arjployes,  and  shall  provide  in 
the  <  onti act  th  t  a  portion  of  tha  monev  payabl- 
by  toe  city  may  be  withheld  unril  the  just  eLimS 
ot  said  employes  aHe  satisfied. 

Aldn-aia  i  Wor  hington  mov-sii  ttiat  it  be  re- 
ferred to  ihe  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Alii  Tdian  Stebbins—  I  don  t  know  why  it  Should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewsrs  any 
more  thau  to  any  otaer  committ.-s  or  board. 
It  is  intended  to  apply  to  all  boeirds.  com- 
mit ce",  and  officers  making  contracts  for  labor 
to  the  city.  Had  there  been  such  a  clause  in  this 
contract  these  oarties  woul.i  cot  have  been  hen 
asking  tins  Hoard  to  piotaet  ciieni  in  their  right0. 
In  fact,  I  know  that  so?oe  of  the  committees  t  e- 
sire  <ha(  suec  an  order  should  be  pa  sed,  that  thev 
can  provide  in  the  contracts  th  r  the  men  shall  be 
paid.  Scarce) v  a  contrac  i-'  advertised  that  offers 
-  re  not  mads  by  ii  rf  sponsible  parties,  and  thecotn- 
.mttees  do  not  feel  that  ikt-y  iiav"  the  tignt  to 
refuse  the  lo » p st  bid,  though,  ?.t  the  sam-  time 
there  is  the  liability  tnat  tie  contractors  will  not 
pa  <  the  workmen.  TUr:.K  or  j^ur  cases  of  this 
kind  have  In  en  brought  to  the  atleotioo  of  the 
City  Council  wiibin  Hi"  oast  few  weeks,  but  tha 
parties  can  obtam  no  lediess  oeie,  becaus-  the 
law  'ill  n<t  help  them.  The  only  t' i>  g  we  can 
do  is  to  provide  that  i  :•■  future  the  contracts  sh  II 
id  some  nay  secure  th«  lights  of  th  se  working 
men.  Of  coo  se  there  is  alaige  number  of  con- 
tractors to  «hom  this  order  wou'd  not  a  ply,  and 
r  ooa  whom  the  committee  would  not  require 
bonds;  but  there  is  a  great  number  of  irrespou- 
siolf  contnetcrs.  such  as  in«  one  brought 
to  our  attention  today,  to  whom  tms  rifle 
"ill  applv.  I  cai  see  no  hum  in  the 
passage  of  the  order.  It  will  enable  com- 
mittees ■'•o  say  to  irresponsible  teen,  "Youmm-t 
give  bo  :w>  for  the  payment  of  the  wages  of  tiese 
workmen  ;"  and  if  they  don't  give  bonds,  no  fault 
can  be  found  with  the  committee  taking  such  ac- 


tion. It  will  enable  i  hem  to  do  justice  to  the  city, 
to  tne  contractors  and  to  the  laboiing  men. 

Alderman  Worthington — As  i  was  busy  at  the 
tims  the  order  was  read  i  old  not  i  otice  that  it 
applied  to  all  comniitiees  or  boards,  and  I  there- 
fore aoved  that  ii  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers.  I  therefore  move  to  refer  the  or- 
der to  the  Committee  ■  n  Ordinances.  I  do 
not  oppose  it;  1  think .  it  is  right,  but 
itsl.oula  o*>  well  considered,  and  should  not  be 
paesed  without  reference  to  some  committee.  In 
many  cases  n  will  work  caoly,  and  it  will  prove  a 
serious  mco  .venience  where  there  >s  no  neces- 
sity fur  i'.  I  think  that  the  Comuittee  en  Ordi- 
n  mces  will  consider  this  matter  well,  ai  d,  if  they 
d  em  it  expedient,  »  ill  provid-  as  Well  as  pos- 
sibl    for  actua'  cases  ot  this  kino. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins — Th- order  leaves  it  to  the 
disci  etion  of  in*  boarus  and  committees  wnether 
the  rule  sh;l  be  applied  or  not,  and  it  does  not 
apply  to  all  contracts.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity 
tor  tha  ref  renee.  That  committee  have  a  large 
amount  of  unfinished  business  before  them,  and 
we  mav  not  get  ;i  rep<  rt  this  year. 

Alderman  Woithington— I  have  no  doubt  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  have  time  to  consider 
it,  and  that  thev  will  eport  promo  fly  at  the  next 
meeting,  if  it  is  necessary;  but  I  cannot  conceive 
of  any  reason  why  it  should  be  foiceo  through  at 
this  time,  as  'here  are  no  contracts  to  be  made 
WW.  If  thare  art  any  contracts  to  be  made,  the 
committees  who  are  listening  to  this  debate  will 
provide  again  t  suca  emergencies. 

Alderman  Powe— —  I  think  that  gentlemen  in 
this  Govaiotient  ought  to  transact  the  city's 
business  as  tuey  do  tneir  own,  which  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order  would  prevent.  This  case 
and  cne  or  two  others  are  all  that  huve 
->orne  up  within  two  or  three  y^ars.  The 
passage  of  <be  ordei  will  not  benefit  rbe 
suffeiers  here,  and  it  will  co  the  city 
grnat  harm  in  making  small  contracts,  though  it 
wil  !••  well  enough  in  large  contracts.  I  thins  it 
is  the  univer.  al  practice  to  require  bonds  of  suc- 
c.ssful  bidders  for  large  contracts;  but  if  we 
should  exact  bonds  iu  every  case,  it  would 
cause  a  s-rious  loss  to  the  city.  It  would 
prevent  the  giving  of  small  ci  otracts  to 
many  worthy  persons,  m  ottiei  words  i„ 
would  prevent  a  poor  man  from  becom- 
ing lich.  It  arpeais  nat  this  mi  was  dis- 
horesr  ai  o  unfair;  but  I  take  it  that  most  of 
t^osfl  people  «  ho  begin  life  do  so  with  good,  hon- 
est intentions;  and  if  we  ate  compelled  to  exact 
bonds  from  very  fooi  but  honest  mm 
who  "  come  lite,  it  will  ptev.'nt  aoybody 
from  beginning  this  busme-s,  the  work  must  all 
t.o  into  the  baitic  of  capitalis-.s  audit  will  prevent 
men  of  moderate  roe^iis  from  doing  auythiog.  On 
the  w  iole,  as  the  rule  stinds  today,  it  is  t  ood.  It 
appear ■•  to  ms  that  it  is  a.  very  simple  thing  for  a 
laborer  >o  find  out  who  the  man  is  before  he  goes 
to  work  for  bun.  I  am  aware  tnat  in  these 
times,  where  opportunities  for  'vork  are 
scarce,  in  their  anxiety  to  get  employment,  men 
lake  these  ch-nces  and  someiijces  suffer;  but  m 
my  four  vearo'  experience  here,  only  three  or  four 
such  ca^es  have  occurred.  The  passage  of  such 
an  order  as  this  » ould  ha  much  more  se- 
rous to  Duor  men  than  th-  exi?tng  state  of 
things.  The  Committee  on  Sew*ts  lrt  out  con- 
tracts to  men  who  are  not  worth  any  money  at  all, 
and  yet  theyper'orm  the  contracts,  and  seem  to 
be  getting  a  little  ahea',  ana  th»y  pay  their  work- 
men all  alo  g.  In  due  time  they  will  be  able  to 
give  bonds,  bu  t  if  we  had  exacted  the  bonds  at  the 
beginning,  they  never  would  have  had  a  begin- 
ning. 1  have  co  obiecion  to  the  reference,  as  I 
think  tne  Committee"  on  Oidi-  ances,  in  their  wis- 
dom, will  deal  with  thesuaject  according  to  the 
best  intei  est  of  the  city. 

Alder  nan  Stebbins  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
so  that  the  order  should  be  refened  to  the  Oom- 
miitee  on  Oromaoc°s,  v* ith  instruction  s  to  report 
pick  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board,  which 
Alderman  Worthington  accepted. 

The  motion  as  anienJed  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woithington  the  Beard 
adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER   4,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P. 
M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman,  President,  in  tae  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Quarterly  report  of  City  R- gistrar.  Placed  on 
nle. 

Petitions,  etc.    Retetred  io  concurrence. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance  ol  an  order 
to  appropriate  $10,000  for  gradine,  curbing  and 
rei  cing  the  square  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  be- 
tween Fairfie'd  ano  Gloucester  streets*.  Con- 
curred. 

Reference  to  Aldermen  Pto?cott  and  Power, 
with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  of 
the  resignation  of  James  M.  Bugbee  as  ClerK  of 
Committee*.  Concurred,  aod  Msssis.  Willcutt  of 
Ward  17,  Harnean  of  Ward  1,  and  Damou  of  Ward 
12  were  aopointed  os  said  committee. 

Order  fo»  the  .Mayor  to  petition  the  General 
Court  tor  an  act  to  oefiue  the  limits  of  tha  harbor 
so  fat  as  regaros  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion of  th"  uuoicipal  officeis  of  Boston.  Read 
twice  and  passeu. 

Order  to  allow  the  hill  of  G.  H.  Williams, 
amounting  to  $  157.50,  for  materials  famished  tDe 
Paving  Depar.ment.  Ordered  to  a  second  reac- 
ing. 

Order  to  pav  $7786.30  to  A.  G.  Birtlett,  for  es- 
tate taken  bv  the  city  on  Fellows  st  eet,  contain- 
ing 8428  70-100  square  feet.  Ordered  to  a  second 
leading.  Subsequent!.*  Mr.  Noves  of  Wv»rd  5  ex- 
plained thai  this  vas  a  case  where  the  pa-ty  h*d 
been  negotiated  with  foi  a  long  time,  but  1  e  had 
refused  to  settle.  Within  a  short  time  be  has 
been  bur  ed  out  at  <l  is  tow  very  arxious  to  get 
the  money.  On  motion  of  Jm.  Noyes,  the  rul-  pas 
sust ended  and  tie  oroei  passeo. 

Order  authorizing  a  water  pipe  laid  across  Mys- 
tic River  in  connection  with  Maiden  Bridge,  from 
a  ooict  300  feet  southerly  fron.  the  southeily  enu" 
of  said  aridge,  and  extending  to  the  town  of  Ev- 
erett. Rea  twice  under  a  suspension  or  tne  rule, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Swe^tserof  VVard  10,ano  passea. 

Rfcpoit  and  orners  accepting  the  statue  or  Gen- 
eral Giovei,  authorizing  tbe  niacins  of  an  inscup- 
tion  ou  the  peoestal  the.teof,  and  io  grane  the 
grouuos  around  said  statue,  af  not  exc-eding 
$500,  to  b-  transferred  trom  the  appropriation  foi 
Watering  Stieets.  Tbe  orier  accepting  thesiatue 
was  tea.)  twice  and  passed,  and  the  order  author- 
izing tbe  grading,  etc.,  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  aud  ordei  autnorizing  the  grading?,  filling 
and  paving  of  the  lot  or  lano  aojoining  the  Chap- 
man Scboolhouse,  to  make  it  available  foi  yard 
purposes  and  for  a  fence  and  foundations,  at  an 
estimatei  cost  of  $3300.  The  order  was.  read 
twice  untle>  a  suspeision  of  ths  rule.ou  motion  of 
Mr.  rturditt  of  Wa>d  16  and  passen. 

Repnit  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $1500,  from 
the  item  for  "pav  of  patrolmen"  to  ta*,t  fur  're- 
pairs of  station  houses"  in  Police  appropriation. 
Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

An  order  came,  i  own  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  orcviding  that  in  all  contracts  with 
the  city  a  clause  should  be  userteo.if  dterned 
advisable  bv  committees  or  boards  of  directic  , 
fo  secure  tbe  pav  of  tbe  laborers  on  the  work. 
Concurred. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

The  ordinance  f  jr  a  tew  d.vision  of  wards  came 
down  with  au  enrinent  to  the  boundary  lints  of 
the  following  ward--  (the  other  warns  having  all 
passed  in  concurrev.ee),  viz. :  ^ards  3,4,6,7,15, 
16, 17, 18, 19  and  20,  together  with  a  pioposition  to 
change  the  numerical  order  of  tap  wards.  (City 
Doc.  No.  109.) 

Mr.  Farkr  of  Ward  14-1  move  that  the  Coun- 
cil concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldtimen  in  the 
lues  adopted  foi  Wards  15,16.17,18,19,20.  Every- 
body seems  satisfied  with  tueni  and  theie  will  be 
tbat  much  concurred  in.  I  belive  there  is  some 
dissatisfaction  in  legard  to  Wain's  4,  5,  G,  7  and  8. 

Mr.  Flyon  of  Ward  8—1  move  as  an  amendment 
tbat  tbe  Council  concur  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  all  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— There  is  a  differeuce  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  some  members  of  the  Coun- 


cil in  relation  to  ihe  desirability  of  the  boundary 
lines  in  the  wards  as  at  presenc  numbered  oi.  the 
committee's  report  from  3  to  9  inclusive,  ano  they 
might  like  to  be  heard  upon  that  portion  of  the 
ordinance  as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. If  the  Council  is  going  to  giaot  a  hearing 
to  those,  among  others,  from  the  ward  that  1  rep- 
resent in  part,  it  would  expedite  matters,  it  seems 
to  me,  if  thi  motion  ot  ihe  gentleman  frcm  Ward 
14  is  adopted,  and  we  should,  in  the  first  place, 
cispose  ot  those  wards  upoj  which  no  de- 
bate will  arise.  I  hipe  tbat  either  the  ge.ctle- 
man  irom  Ward  7  will  withoraw  his  motion  and 
give  some  of  us  au  noportunity  to  adjust  the  lines 
of  our  wards  es  we  thirk  our  constituents  would 
like  to  nave  them;  or  if  the  gentleman  coes  not 
withdraw  his  motion,  rhatthe  Council  will  not  Ex- 
cept it,  but  aoopt  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14. 

Mr-Flynn  of  Ward  7 — If  the  gentleman  fiom 
Wand  6  desires  to  discuss  the  lines  of  wards  oth- 
er than  those  enumerated  in  the  motion  or  the 
gentleman  from  (Vaid  14,  he  has  an  oppartULiiy 
no*.  My  motion  is  to  aoopt  as  a  whole,  the 
amendments  which  have  just  come  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  he  has  an  opportucitv  to 
discuss  them  at  this  rime  without  withdrawing 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Kimball — If  the  Coun.il  is  willing,  I  should 
prefer,  so  far  ?s  I  an  concerned,  to  •  lScuss  the 
lines  of  Wards  3  to  9  after  tue  lines  of  Wards  15  to 
20  aie  adopted. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — Before  we  concur  ir  a  y- 
thing  I  think  we  had  -better  have  tbe  whole  mat- 
ter discussed.  I  don't  believe  in  airog  it  by  piece- 
meal. 1  think  that  tbe  proper  way  t  >  do  wi<h  this 
matter  is  io  have  it  agreed  upon  :y  a  committee. 
I  am  perfectly  willing,  so  far  as  I  have  anv  inter- 
e*t.  locivicually,  to  have  the  lines  adopted  as 
originally  reported  by  the  committee;  but,  never- 
theless, theie  seems  to  De  dissatisfaction  i«  some 
quaiteis,  and  I  am  willing  that  it  should  be 
expressed  here.  As  one,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
lines  as  su  omitted  by  the  Board  of  Alderoaea.  Of 
cours;  I  have  tbe  iitrht  to  speak  only  my  own  con- 
victions, «nd  I  dou't  want  War.is  14, 15, 16  and  17 
agreed  upon  until  the  whole  matt  i  -ra  1  have 
been  pioperly  adju-t-id.  Now,  great  aissatisfar- 
rion  has  been  cr  ated  in  sone  *ards,  both  with 
the  lines  as  originally  laid  out  by  tbe  commiti-e 
and  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  aid  I  believe  io 
giving  tnese  geat'em  c  a  cDanc-  to  expiess  them- 
selves. 1  don't  believs  I  shall  agree  with  tbea. ; 
and  I  don't  believe  the  motio  j  of  rhe  een.l-mao 
from  thi   Highlands  should  be  adoi-ied  till  the 

hole  matter  has  been  discufseo.  By  adapting 
one  line  t  r  one  ward,  and  aro  her  tor  another 
waid,  by  and  by  something  will  come  up  in 
regard  to  an  adjacent  ward  which  will  satisfy  the 
Council  that  the  fir  t  line  should  be  ihaaged, 
and  1 1. en  tne  v; bole  matter  is  to  be  tipped  over 
again.  Now  let  us  discuss  tois  matter  openly, 
ai  d  let  all  pirfies  be  heara.  I  am  opposed  to  at- 
tempting si  yihi  E  uatil  something  hss  subs  an- 
ti ally  b  en  agreed  upon  for  tne  whole;  an.i  there- 
fore I  coucui  with  thj  geri'leman  from  Ward  G — 
though  I  don't  believe  I  shall  asrree  with  him  iu 
regard  to  the  waids— tbat  we  rugbt  io  have  this 
matter  i.iscussfed  as  a  vhole.  Idon'tcoucu  with 
the  proposition  of  tne  aenrheinaii  fioin  the  High- 
lands, to  pais  upon  ce  tain  »aios  ustil  we 
shall  hive  bod  time  to  discuss  tais  entire 
matter.  Tbere  is  time  enough  for  us  to 
discuss  the  wbolc  thine  here.  I  do  .'t  object  ta 
discussing  the-e  lines;  but  I  do  object  to  tne  pl.u 
as  laid  oown  by,b-  Board  of  Aldeinen,  for  I 
don't  think  u  o'goodaj  that  origin  ,lly  laid  do  ».i 
by  the  committee,  and  I  should  much  pref=xto 
i  ave  i.  adopted,  with  perhaps  some  very  slight 
variati  ns,  for  I  think  ihe  lines  ar--  very  much 
better  tuan  those  pmi  osed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. Ibeiefor",  I  hope  that  i  pthine  will  be 
agre  d  upon  till  the  whole  thing  h.«  been  dis- 
cussed, and  srentleaien  who  are  dissaii-  tied  uaje 
bad  an  opportu  ity  to  speak  their  min  us  in  regard 
to  ir. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  does  not  withdraw  his  mono  ,  and  as  it  is 
barelv  possible  that  without  anything  being  said, 
the  Board  ot  Aldermen  nngbt  be  corcurred 
with,  it  seems  necessary  thit  those  who  cesire  io 
discuss  tbe  line 'Of  an,  of  tbe  w.  rds  between  3 
aud  9  should  do  so  before  the  question  is  put. 
But  before  making  any  definite  motion  in  regaid 
to  toe  lines  of  the  Wards  embiaced  between  S 
and  9  I  must,  of  necessity,  ask  for  the  ruling 
of  tbe  Chair  upon  one  point,  because  tns 
motioa    which    1    shall     make    necessitates,   if 
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adopted,  a  change  io  the  lines  of  some 
•of  the  wards  io  which  both  branches  have 
concurred.  It  has  been  thought  by  some 
.members  of  this,  as  well  as  the  otner  branch. — 
although  I  cannot  say  that  I  concur  with  them  - 
that  no  amendments  can  be  entertained  bv  the 
Chair  which  shall  affect  any  of  the  lines  of  the 
wards  as  established  by  the  concurrence  of  the 
twobrancles.  If  i  ha' shall  be  the  ruling  or  the 
Chair  I  shall  have  no  amendments  to  offer,  and 
noi hing  more  to  say;  and  I  shall  be  prepare .1  to 
voce  for  the  plan  as  presented  by  the  Aldermen. 
Therefore,  1  should  like  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
uiioii  that  point— which  is  rather  difficult  lo 
put  iu  the  form  of  a  motion,  uoless  I 
should  move  a  change  in  the  lines  o?  several  of 
the  wards,  wbich  would  not  be  clear  to  the  Chair 
or  to  the  Council  il  I  read  them.  "Will  the  Chair 
entertain  an  amendment  to  the  lines  of  any  ward 
not  concurred  in,  which  shall  affect  the  lines  of 
aoy  ward  in  which  both  branches  have  concurreo  '? 

The  Presic  ent— Upon  the  question  raised,  time 
is  no  special  rule  iu  the  rules  and  ore' ers  of  the 
Council  that  woul  l  =eem  to  govern  the  particular 
<!?.se  in  question.  It  therefore  lollops  that  the 
particular  question  must  be  decided  under  the 
general  rule  contained  m  the  rules  aud  orcers,  to 
the  effect  that  where  there  is  co  special 
rule  governing  the  matter  coming  befoie  the  Coun- 
cil, it  must  be  determined  by  the  rules  of  Cush- 
mg's  ''Parliamentary  Law."  By  reference  to  ibe 
law,  it  would  seem  to  be  clear,  upon  the  point 
jaiseil  oy  tne  gertleman  from  Ward  6,  that  ..u 
amendment  cannot  be  entertained  here  which 
would  necessarily  involve  a  chauge  in  any  pait  of 
theordioance  wriich  has  passed  hotb  branches  of 
the  City  Government.  In  the  present  case,  the 
•ordinance  so  tar  as  it  las  passed  in  its  subdivi- 
sions and  has  been  coocuned  in  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  cannot  now  be  changed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, aud  the  Council  has  exnausted  its  power  as 
the  question  presents  itself  at  the  present 
time;  and  the  onlv  power  the  Council  seems 
to  have  is  simply  tue  light  to  cnaoge  any 
of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Board 
of  Aldeime?,  to  which  all  act,on  of  the 
Council,  unnei  its  rule*  and  order*,  must  be  en- 
tirely restricted.  The  Chair  is  desirous  always  of 
giving  a  liberal  interpretanon  to  any  parliamenta- 
ry tulcs,  believing  that  a  technicality  should  not 
iutetpo-e  a  barrier  m  the  way  of  the  determina- 
ti  in  of  any  proposuion  tnat  can  be  reason- 
ably ei  tertainel  by  the  Council.  The  Chair 
cai,  lowever,  see  no  possible  escape  from  the 
c  inclusion  that  such  an  amendment  cannot  be 
•entertained  at  the  present  time,  unless  some  ac- 
tiou  is  taken  by  the  Couueil  to  this  effect;  that  if 
the  Chair  was  absolved  fiom  the  obligation  to  re- 
gard bushing's  "Parliamentary  Law  and  Prac- 
tice," which  is  made  obligt.roiy  by  a  rule  of  tne 
Council ;  in  other  words,  if  that  rule  were  suspend- 
ed by  the  iequisite  t">o-ihuds  vote,  the  Chair 
would  then  be  ot  opinion  that  it  is  the  iuteition 
or  <he  Com  cil  to  consider  this  matter,  and  the 
Caair  would  be  justified,  under  the  rule,  it  deeid- 
iog  that  such  an  f.tnencment  wouldb  in  onier.  In 
taking  this  position  be  is  informed  that  ihere 
is  a  precedent  for  it;  that  prior  to  this  year, 
while  there  was  no  special  rule  co  apply  to  this 
particular  case,  there  was  also  no  rule  by  which 
Cushirg's  Manual  was  to  be  the  infallible  guide 
and  rule  as  in  the  ireseut  yesr.  The  Ch  ir  finds, 
by  reference  to  tne  action  upon  the  salary  bill  of 
lasi  y  ar  (page  132,  City  Council  Minute;, .1874), 
that  the  Chair  at  that  time  held — 

'•That  r.n  ordei  comprises  all  thp  sections  in  that 
order,  and  au  amendment  to  one  section  is  a  a 
amendment  to  the  order,  which  is  not  finally  dis- 
poned of  until  the  whole  ordai  is  finished;  and 
one  section  carnotbe  separated  from  the  Other." 

It  would  -eem  that  at  that  tine  ii  was  held  to  be 
competent  to  amend  any  one  -ection  until  the 
whole  order  is  disposed  of.  Ibe  Chair  can  see  no 
difference  upt-veen  that  cas*  aud  the  present  one, 
unless  til  it  it  be  found  in  this— it  does  not  appear 
npim  the  records  ind  the  Chair  is  unable  to  re- 
member what  the  facts  were  — *betder  the  Coun- 
cil votea  to  act  upon  the  suo-divisions  separately. 
That  might  or  migut  i,ot  make  a  difference,  but 
the  Chair  does  not  volunteer  any  opinion  upon 
that  point.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opioion  that  it 
would  be  his  duty,  it  the  Council  see  fit  to  sus- 
pen  i  the  tule  in  regard  to  Cusaing's  Man- 
vsl,  to  rule  that  tness  amendments  m<ght 
be  entertained.  And  there  is  still  another  reason 
— a  hardship  might  possioly  be  created — in  oiher 
words  ths  Council  might  unwittingly  p'ace  a  bar- 
rier in  its  way  in   making  cnanges  in  some  of  the 


waids  thar  parties  might  desire  to  remodel,  which 
might  conflict  with  other  certaia  wards  that  have 
been  e  tablished  ;  so,  while  certain  wards  mav  be 
definitely  settled,  changes  might  be  desiraole  in 
other  wards  wbich  could  not  oe  made  unless  those 
apparency  definitely  settled  could  also  be  corre- 
spondingly altered. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— I  now  move  a  suspension 
rule  7  cf  the  rules  and  oiders  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, which  reads  that  "the  rules  of  parttanientaiy 
practice  in  Cushing's  Manual  shall  bathe  guide 
when  toey  do  not  conflict  with  the  rules  an'o  or- 
ders of  this  Council  or  with  the  joint  rules  and  or- 
ders ot  the  City  Council."  1  hope  the  Council  will 
adopt  the  motion— although,  perhaps,  they  are 
somewhat  wearied  with  tnis  debate  upon  the  divi- 
sion of  wards— and  al  pw  some  of  us  to  induce 
them,  if  possible,  to  make  a  change  in  some  of  the 
waros  in  the  cily  proper,  so  called,  as,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  we  shall  be  de- 
barred from  so  doing,  unless  the  mie  is  suspend- 
ed, which  I  sinceiey  hooe  s  ill  bs  done. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  lost  by  a 
rising  tie  vote— 30  for30  against— and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Flvnu  (to  concur  iu  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Board  of  Alder  nen)  w  is  adopted. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  the  sentiment  of  the  Council 
io  favar  of  the  plan  adopted  bv  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen nad  teen  so  strongly  exposed,  that  in 
order  io  settle  the  matter  finally,  he  would  move  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  A'ould  not  pr^vi:il. 

The  motion  to  recoosioer  was  lost. 

VEGETABLE    MARKET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  took  up  the  soecial  as-igrment  for  8 
P.  M.,  viz. :  Order  for  a  transfer  of  $6000  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  to  tb?  appropriation  for  Mercan- 
tile-whail  Market. 

The  oiaer  v>as  passed,  in  concurrence — yeas  53, 
nays  9: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anders  »n,  Barry,  Boardman, 
Brackett,  Burditt,  Burgess,  Cawle>,  Collins, C  vie, 
Cracker,  Cu-lnng,  Ce.sb.ma:>,  Day,  Felr,  Fitz- 
g--tald,  Goldthwair,  Guild,  Hartno",  Harrigar, 
rti  ks,  Hiscock,  Ho«es  Ja.^ties,  Kelly,  Kimball, 
King  lej.'Leigbton,  Loring,  Moley,  Mooney,  Mor 
lisoii,  Newtoo,  Osborne,  Parget,  Perkins  Pierce, 
Power,  Rica,  SaoiBson,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Sprague, 
Stacev,  Sweetser,  Trull,  Waos-»o  th,  Wal bridge, 
Whitcou.b,  Whitu  ore,  Wilbur,  WiUcutt,  Wilson. 
Woods— 52. 

Na>s— Messrs.  Clarkf,  Devereux.  Duggan,  Ed- 
wards, Flynn,  Kingsbury,  Noyes,  Thachei ,  Wal  a 
-y. 

Absent  or  not  votig — Mes-rs.  B-al,  Bent, 
Cuius,  Dai  on,  Fitzpatiick,  Lappen,  Long,  Mur- 
ray, Page,  Peabodv,  Smito,  T-iaiu  — 12. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordftr  to  pay  bill  of  Knox  &  Angitr,  S150,  tor 
material  furnished  the  Water  Work-.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Older  for  a  tvansf  rof  $5500  from  the  appropri- 
tion  for  rebuilding  the  diwv  of  Meridian-street 
Bridge,  to  be  appropriated  for  rebuilding  Coin- 
mercia;  Point  Bridge  Pis  ed  in  concurrence — 
yeaa  51,  i  ays  0. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Cochituate  Water  Board.  Request  for  the  trai  s- 
fer  ot  .$2500  from  the  geneial  appropriation  for 
Water  wo  ks  to  the  account  ol  Chestnut  Hill 
Driveway,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  ibe  c-rreut 
year. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15, 
to  tn»  Join;  Committee  on  Watar.    Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED, 

By  Mr.  Thacnr r  ot  Ward  15 — Petition  of  Moses 
Wilde,  2d,  lor  abatement  of  tax  foi  the  current 
yeir.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  ou  Assessors' 
Department. 

Petitio  s  for  leavs  ro  erect  wooden  buildings  by 
D.  Wal  no  Lincoln  on  Texas  street,  near  Market,  and 
on  Buffalo  and  Texas  sueBtS,  War  I  19  Referieu 
to  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buil  lings. 

By  Mr.  Stacey  of  Ward  20— P  titioio  of  Jonathan 
Stone  et  al.,  for  a  lamp  on  Tufts  street.    Scot  up. 

By  Mr.  Wilbur  ot  Ward  13— Petition  or  John  A. 
G.  Avery,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Fel- 
loivs  strtet.  Referred  to  Joi..t  Committee  on 
Northamn ton-street  District. 

By  Mr.  Sprague  oi  Ward  4— Petition  of  John  E. 
Sanford  tt  al.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Severally  suit  up. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


RESIGNATION    OF  A  MEMBER. 

A  communication  addressed  the  President,  from 
Alexander  Beal,  member  of  tbe  Council  from 
Ward  16,  was  read,  resigning  his  place,  on  account 
of  removal  from  the  city.  The  resignation  w«s 
accepted. 

WIDENING  OF  SCHOOL  STREET. 

Mr.  Mynn  of  Ward  7  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thai  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  next  session, 
f<>r  tbe  passage  of  an  act  autborizicg  tu<;  widen- 
ing of  School  street,  on  the  northerly  side,  by 
taking  *  portion  of  the  old  burial  ground  under 
aDd  adjoining  Kir  g's  Chapel. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

FENCE  ON  THE  COMMON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6,  tbe  Council 
took  from  the  table  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vots  whereby  was  rejected  the  oroer  for 
a  transfer  of  13400  fiom  the  Reserved  JTunc,  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  for  Tremont-street 
mall  curb. 

The  reconsideration  orevailed  and  the  oider  w^s 
passed — yeas  62,  nayj  1 ;  Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15 
voting  nay. 

INSPECTION  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Caw  ley  of  Ward  2  preseuted  tbe  following, 
which,  on  bis  motioo,  was  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  priited:  City  of  Boston,    ) 

In  Common  Council,  Nov.  4,  1875.  I 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston:  Gentlemen— The  undersigned,  wbo 
was  Directed  to  examine  all  buildings  which  are 
oscupiecl,  either  permanently  or  temporarily,  by 
laige  numbers  of  lersons.  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  ir.ians  of  eg<ess  fiom  said  build- 
ings are  sate  and  sufficient  in  case  of  fire,  1  aving 
attende  to  that  duty,  begs  leave  to  submit  the 
following 

report. 

In  the  year  1873,  by  direction  of  tbe  CityCouo- 
cil,a  ihorough  examinaiion  of  all  buildings  in 
which  operatives  were  employed  was  made,  and 
tbe  result  of  said  examination  repotted  to  the 
City  Council.  Fire  escapes  were  ordered  io  be 
Dlaced  on  ail  buildings  requiring  them,  and  in  all 
building'  erected  or  altered  sine-  thea  tbe  matter 
has  received  special  attention.  This  has  also 
been  the  case  with  ho  els,  tenement  houses  ?nd 
loogiug  houses,  and  such  al' orations  have  been 
made,  ?nd  facilities  furmsbed,  in  each  case,  as 
seemed  necessary.  Unoer  tbe  building  law  tbe 
examination  of  such  buildings  is  made  3i)e  of  the 
duties  of  this  department,  ind  provision  is  made 
for  the  turoisbii  g  of  sucb  facilities  for  escape  as 
may,  in  the  opinion  of  ihe  Irsi  ector  of  Buildings 
be  required.  This  class  of  buildings  has  therefore 
received  special  attention,  and  examinations  are 
coiitiwua'ly  beicg  made  and  fire  escapes  provided 
as  soon  as  required. 

With  churches,  theatres  and  hails  the  cseis  dif- 
ferent. Churches  are  exemptfrom  sny  tegulations 
whatever,  and  tbe  onlv  regulations  relating  to 
thsatres  and  halls  are  tiat  ihe  doois  giving  ac- 
c  ■  s  to  such  places,  excepting  flv  doors,  shall  be 
made  to  open  outward  or  be  Kept  oper  lui  ing  the 
hours  that  sucb  i laces  are  open  to  the  public,  and 
tbat  no  obstructions  shall  be  pbiced  ia  tbe   ;isie». 

The  whole  number  of  builciugs  exami  td  uoder 
your  order  was  five  bundled  avid  sixteen  (516),  as 
follows: 

Churches 195 

Schoolhouses  (private  and  public) 201 

Halls 115 

Tbeatres 5 

Total 516 

In  making  the  exam inatioo,pai  ticuiai  atteotion 
has  been  given  to  tbe  width  of  doorways,  scans 
and  hallways;  wh/Hber  doors  open  it.  or  out; 
whether  stair*  were  straight  or  winding ;  number 
of  persons  accommooated;  wh 4  uieaus  of  escape 
would  be  available  in  case  the  usual  means  of  es- 
cape should  be  obstructei ;  condition  of  beating 
apparatus,  and  the  general  conditioa  of  the  build- 
ing. 

Ninety -one  (91)  buildings  were  found  to  be  de- 
ficient t  j  so  ne  of  rhese  respects,  as  folio  -si 

Doors  swinging  Inward 42 

Insufficient  egress 17 

IS  arrow  stairways 17 

Weak  stairway 1 

Doors  swinging  inward  and  narro  w  stairways t> 

Stairways  steep  and  winding - J 

Insufficient  e,ji'33S  and  doors  swinging  inward 4 

Aisles  not  wide  enough 1 

Main  stairways  insufficient 2 

Total !>1 


The  item  of  "doors  swinging  inward"  covers 
those  cases  tvhere  the  inner  doors  of  churches  and 
the  inner  and  out*  r  doors  of  other  buildings  axe 
made  to  swing  inward.  The  outside  doors  of 
C-urches  are  not  included  in  the  list,  although  they 
are  in  almost  every  case  made  to  open  inward,  but 
as  th  -y  are  usually  kept  onen  during  t  ne  oours  of 
service,  the  cuancts  of  an  accident  occurring  u.ay 
be  considered  very  flight,  but,  to  secure  absolute 
safety,  they  should  in  all  cases  be  made  to  sting 
outward,  or  else  should  be  kept  ope  i  by  a  secure 
fastening,  and  flv  doois,  swinging  both  ways,  used 
as  a  protectio  j  from  the  »  eatfer. 

Under  the  heading  '•insufficient  egress"  is  in- 
cluded all  cases  where  the  width  of  the  doorways 
ai.d  passageways  appeared  to  be  oispioportionale 
to  the  number  of  pe.soc--  •Jhich  tbe  buiidicg  was 
d<-signeo  to  aceommortate. 

In  some  of  our  churches  it  is  customary  to  fill 
the  aisles  witb  seats  when  tbe  congregation  is 
larger  than  can  be  seated  in  the  pews  This  is  a 
most  reprehensible  p  actice,  and  sboul  .  be  pro- 
hibiten by  law.  At  present  no  one  has  authority 
to  prevent  it,  but  i  be  law  governing  rheatres  in 
that  pa'ticular  should  be  made  applicable  to 
churches. 

It  will  be  reae  ■  bered  tbat  the  Holyoke  disast.-r 
was  caused  by  some  draperies  a-nne  Sre.  Wbeie 
draperies  or  like  combustible  materials  are  used 
in  decorating  churches,  taej  should  be  prepared 
witb  some  incombustible  substance,  »hicb  could 
be  done  at  a  very  small  exper.se. 

Tbe  modern  scrmolhousfs  are  much  better  pro- 
vided with  facilities  for  escape  than  the  oid«-r 
ones,  being  constiucted  with"  wider  stairways, 
corridors  and  outer  cLor-ways.  The  chances 
ot  fire  originating  on  the  premises  are  maie- 
rialiy  lessened  bs  tbe  use  of  team-h;a-T"g  appa- 
ratus and  tire-proof  bo'lsr  rooms  and  th*  venti- 
lating flues  being  i  onstiucted  of  brick  or  iron,  in- 
stead of  wood,  lessens  the  rianeer  of  tue  fire 
spieadi  g  over  the  building.  The  Supennterdent 
of  Public  Butldn  gs  is  Daviug  tbe  doors  of  school- 
hou*esaitered,so  that  they  sbal  in  all  cases  swing 
o'tward,  and  is  'so  taking  othei  precautions 
against  accidents  occurring. 

To  case  of  an  alarm  in  a  schojibouse  'he  safety 
or  the  -cholars  deaends  -neatly  upon  tbe  i  oolness 
ot  the  teaibers,  hue  I  am  ot  the  ooinion  tbat  most 
of  our  schoolhousei  could  be  emptied  witnout  ac- 
cident, it  the  teachers  do  not  luse  their  presence 
of  miud.  II  is  probable  that  buildings  in  Ponton 
are  constiucted  witb  as  great  regard  to  i-fie  safety 
ot  toe  occupants  as  in  any  other  city,  ana  uuder 
ordinal"}'  ciicunistances  the  meaus'of  egiess  are, 
a«  a  general  thing,  sufficient.  The  theatres,  for 
mstance,  c-:n  be  emptied  i"  from  seven  io  eigot 
minutes,  ai  d  the  Music  Hall,  when  nlled  to  its  "ut- 
most capacity,  in  about  seven  and  one-hnif  ini  - 
utes,  as  was  remonstrated  on  the  occasion  ot  Mr. 
Schmz's  mlogy  on  Charles  Sumoer.  In  sucb 
cases,  each  person's  rate  of  apeed  is  regulate.-!  by 
the  movement  of  tie  thror.a,  and  there  is  no  ex- 
cessive crowding  or  pushing.  But  in  case  of  a 
panic  arising,  when  all  self-control  is  lost  aud 
e  en  oerson's  sole  idea  is  to  be  the  first  one  out  of 
the  building,  tne  usual  means  of  exit  would  piob- 
ably  be  in-ufficient,  and  I  am  ot  the  opinmn  that 
it  would  be  impos  lrle  to  find  a  buildiug  rhieh 
wouin  be  absoiutelv  safe  under  snea  circum- 
siances.  The  danger  lies  uot  so  much  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  bu-lding  as  m  the  audience  im- 
pel tug  one  another  in  i  beir  effo.  ts  to  escape. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  while  th.re  is  DO 
law  oo  the  subject,  I  have  io  some  cases,  where  it 
was  apparent  that  a  public  building  or  hall  was 
extremely  deficient  in  me=ns  ot  egress,  f  Is  that  i 
certain  responsiriiity  rested  upou  me.  and  that  it 
was  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  tbe  owners  or 
other  let- rested  parties  to  the  fact  and  to  uige 
upon  th -ui  the  importance  of  making  the  acces- 
sary alteiatious.  In  some  cases,  my  suggestions 
have  been  readily  aid  cheerfully  acied  upor.  aud 
the  changes  made;  while  ID  others  the  panic-. 
while  not  absolutely  refusing,  have  neglected  to 
make  any  cuaug  s,  and  I  have  no  authority  to  eu- 
force  compliance. 

Respectful  submitied. 

Ot.ivEtt  L.  Shaw. 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 

regulating   wtater   fixtures  and   licensing 
plumbers. 

Mr  Howes  of  Warn  11  moved  to  tpko  from  tbe 
table 'he  Older  for  Mayoi  to  apolv  to  ihe  next 
L,tgislatuie  For  authority  to  regale  c  and  ooi  ttoi 
the  introduction  ot  wa'~er  pipes  and  fixtures  in 
buildings,  and  to  license  plumbers. 
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Mr.  Howes — This  order  was  laid  upon  ibe  table 
at  the  last  meeting,  at  the  leqnestoC  the  gentie- 
mao  from  Ward  7,  tvu,"  the  object,  as  1  ilmier- 
stood  at  the  time,  of  having  the  matter  looked 
into.  I  think  that  every  one  must  see  that  i«  is  a 
necessary  thing,  and  an  advantageous  measure  to 
be  adopteo,  and  1  snouhi  like  the  gentleman  to 
give  some  reasons  for  delaying  action  any  further. 
•  The  order  was  tak  n  from  the  table  by  a  rising 
vote— 35  for,  4  a^ain°t. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mi.  Flynn  of  Ward  7—1  should  lik-  to  get  an  ex- 
plai  atin'n  fiom  somebody  about  tnis  order,  and 
tor  yliat  purpart  it  is  to  he  pass.-td.  I  am  sur- 
prised that  my  friend  from  Ward  11,  witb  tne  pe- 
culiar i''eas  which  he  has  of  political  economy 
and  about  government  looking  after  people, 
should  advocate  the  passage  ot  this  order  at  all. 
1  am  astonished  at  it;  in  fact  he  is  goiLg  tack 
upon  that  peculiar  doctrine  which  he  enunciated 
the  ot '  er  evening  about  gov-inmnpc  being  a  pro- 
tective agent.    1  am  surprised  at  it. 

Mr.  Howes — la  calling  up  this  me  sure  uivprin- 
c.pal  idea,  perhaps  like  that  of  several  other  gsn- 
ti.-men,  was  to  get  some  slight  information  upon 
the  subject  myself;  and  1  thought  thi-j  would  be 
as  favorable  a  time  to  elici.  what  inf or  nation 
otheis  might  possess,  a*  any  other.  I  am  afraid 
thegenneman  from  Ward  7  has  partially  read  the 
(iocrioesot  political  ecorornv  of  winch  he  ac- 
cuses me.  I  am  snie  I  oo  uot  know  what  paiticu- 
lar  theory  he  ha?  cieoited  m?  with.  On  two  ot 
thice  occasioLS  ne  has  endeavored  to  elucidate  or 
show  rorth  i  he  particular  ideas  I  hold,  and  as  [pos- 
sibly maybe  io  ignorance  of  i  liein  myself,  he  might 
be  able  To  jive  me  some  wise  and  grave  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject.  So  far  as  this  particul  t 
subject  is  concerned,  I  Imagined  that  it  closely 
app-rtain-d  to  'he  Water  Boanl  from  thu  fact 
that  a  great  portion  ot  the  woik  of  plumoers  is 
now  done  very  carelessly,  ai  d  the  city  and  citi- 
zens are  often  sue  to  great  expe'use  fiom  tne 
wantot  knowledge  cisplayrd  by  these  people.  If 
oce's  water  faucets  1-ak  he  Cin  "send  rounu  to  any 
one  to  repair  them,  and  the  vork  is  often  done  in 
ao  irregular  manner.  I  don't  know  of  t  ny  other 
reason  for  putting  tbetn  under  supervision,  anu 
that  alone  I  ihink  would  be  sufficient;  and  there- 
fore I  believe  the  measure  would  be  a  very  advan- 
tageous ore. 

Mr.  Cawley  of  Ward  2—1  am  rather  inclined  to 
believe  that  this  is  a  dangerous  oider.  I  think  it 
will  undoubtedly  Cieatf  a  monopoly  in  the  citv  of 
Bo-ton.  The  e-ult  of  u  will  be  that  en  tain  meu 
who  succeed  in  having  considerable  interest  vifh 
the  Water  Bun!  will  get  licenses,  •  hile  other 
iren,  less  fortui  ate  in  that  i^p^ct,  will  be  likly 
to  go  without  a  license.  If  it  -  hould  tarn  out  that 
on  v  certain  men  can  gr-t  a  license,  of  cause  ihey 
could  regulate  puces  to  suit  themselves  in  such  a 
way  that  it  would  work  a  ham  ship  to  manvpeopls 
wi.o  need  the  services  of  plumber  j.  I  dou'f  think 
there  is  any  great  i  ecesdty  for  such  a  system. 
We  ara  to  b^ve  nlentv  of  wacei,  ana  if  the  pipes 
leak  occasionally  no  great  harm  will  occur. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9-  It  teems  to  me  there  a  e 
portions  of  that  oider  which  might  be  earned  in- 
to effect  aod  p  ove  very  useful;  and  that  there 
are  otner  portions,  as  the  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  suggested,  which  arc  of  doubtful  expe- 
diency. I  have  T,ot  tne  order  before  me ;  but,  tak- 
ing the  language  "n  i he  order  of  bu-ioess,  if  the 
last  .vord^,  relating  to  lic-nsiog  plumbers,  were 
et  icken  out  and  the  rest  of  toe  order  left,  it  might 
be  useful  It  does  seem  that  tne  citv  ought  to 
have  authority  to  regulate,  to  some  extent,  the 
introduction  of  water  fixtures,  so  fa,r,  at  least,  as 
having  the  power  of  insnection,  if  necessary,  be- 
cause, other  vise,  the  citv  is  liable  to  have  pipes  of 
an  inf  nor  quality  introduced — they  are  perbap-" 
too  thin. or  toe  attaching  ant  is  made  in  an  unsuit- 
able and  unworkmanlike  manner.  It  seems  that, 
the  waterworks  being  unoer  the  c  octroi  of  the 
citv,  the  Water  Board  ought  to  have  a  certain 
general  control,  within  ceitain  limits,  of  the  con- 
Lectioi  s  with  the  wa'er  pipes.  For  the  sake  of 
testing  toessnseof  the  Coui  £il  ucon  the.  question, 
I  would  move  to  st  ike  out  the  words  "and  pro- 
viding ihat  ail  plumbers  and  other  persons  who 
introduce  sui,h  water  pip-s  and  water  fixtures 
shall  be  licensed  by  the  SVatei  Board,  upon  such 
teimo  and  conditions  as  the  City  Council  may  es- 
tablish." 

Mr.  Tbacber  of  Ward  15 — This  order  was  before 
the  Council  last  year,  was  passed  and  a  petition 
went  to  the  Legislature;  but  a  citize'i  ox  Boston, 
<vho  was  a  member  of  the   Water  Board  at  that 


time,  and  is   now,  aod  is  interested   in    a  Urge 
unmber  of  houses,  appeared  bef.ire  the  legisla- 
tivH  committee   in    opposition  to  the  act,  and  it 
was  defeated.    If  any  ore   who  is  not  personally 
interested  would  examine  some  of  the  plumbing 
done  in  this  city  he  would  soon  be  satisfied  that  it 
would  be  advantageous  to  have  a  system  of  li- 
censes for  plumbers.     Witn   tb°  proposition  to 
license  plumbers  was  fitst  brought  up  I  was  op- 
posed to  it  myself ;    but  having  occasion  to  go  to 
Providence,  where  the  system  had   been  ca  ried 
on    pearly  ever  since  they   had    water  woiks,  I 
became  convinced   tb.t     it    was    a   good    thing. 
The  system  has   worked  well  ihere,  a<  I  stated 
last  year  when  this  matter  was  up;  I  took  occa- 
sion to  see    «hat  uot   oily  the  master  plumbers, 
but  the   workmen,  thought  of  tne  system;    and 
«veiyone  told  me  thev  would  iather  have  a  sys- 
tem of  license  than  not.    One  of  them  told  ine 
that  if  the  people  who  oppose  it  heie  could   see 
the  wording  of  the  system,  they  would  favor  it. 
A.  great  many  bouses  ar   plumbed  here  by  ptople 
who  i  onw  from  out  of  the  cit  ,  and  do  pnor  work: 
instead  of  putting  in  a  pipe  that  should  weigh  ?l/i 
pounds,  cuev   put   in  one  -weighing  1%  pounds, 
and  as   soon    as   the    water   is   let   oo,  and  ihe 
full    nressure   gets   ou    the    pipe,  it  oursts,  an. I 
causes  a  waste  of    water  anc    a  pecuniary   loss 
to   the   owner.      There   is   one   house    in    Wor- 
cester square  w huh  was  damaged   $1500    theSist 
time  tbe  water  was  let  on.    There  is  another  way 
in  whica  it  ivoiks  badly,     Unde.*  the  pies- nc  sys- 
tem of  Larro  ucing  water,  a  man  may  build  anoth- 
er house  in  the  re  r  aud  ma£e  a  connection  with  it 
fnm  the  front  houss.   A  man  may  also  change  bis 
-•iter  fixtures   so  ibat  he    will  us    tin  ee  tituesas 
much  as  the  one  next  to  mm  and  yet  not  oay  any 
more.      Un  er    the    pivsent   system  of  inspection 
tne'e  is  no  »  ay   ufjgoirg   into  a  man's  house  and 
finding  out  whether  things  are  all  right.  This  mak- 
ing   a    monopoly  of  it  -nil   le  ou  just   the  same 
piinciple  as  the  system  of  licensing  masons  to  en- 
ter sewers.    It   a  sower  is  pu;   through    a    street 
and  the  owuer    sancs  to  eiter  it,  he  must  get 
some   ma  on  to  do    it    who   is   licsased  by   the 
C'timmitcee  on  Paving,  w.io  has  to  give  bonds  be- 
fore he  can  enter  the  sewer. 
Mi.  Pitzgerald  of  Ward  7— Ths  question  is  this: 
.  The  whole  pi  ih  of  tnis  order  lies  in  the  last  lines 
which  the  gentleman  fiomWard  9  moves  to  strike 
out— that  i«,  the  licensing  of  plumbers.    Now,  sii, 
I  don't  believr  in  tl  at.    Idorj'.    go  so   far  in   mv 
ideas  of  poli  ical  economy  as  my  friend  over  the 
ay  |_Mr.  Howe-],  who  ciffers  from  me.    I  oo  not 
speak    for     him;     I    gathered    bis   ideas   from 
what    he    said    the    other    evening,    tor    I    re- 
membeT  wha>  be    did   the   other   eve&i,  g  in  as- 
sent to  what  I  laid  down  as  to  his  peculiar  views 
on  political  economy.    Now,  the  question  is,  shall 
we  provide  a  systrm  by  which  plumDers  ai  e  io  be 
licensed,  ano  make  it  a  penal    nfftnee   for   those 
who  exercise  tr.at  trade  without  su;h   a   licei.se? 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  City  Government  would 
be  arrogati  ig  to  itself  in  doing  such  a  thing.    The 
excuse  is  that  watei  is  wasted  aud  bad  pipes  are 
put  into  houses;  and   the   consequence  of   thesa 
pipe-  beirg  so  thin  and  bad  is  that  tncy  cannot 
stan  d  the  pr^ssuie  and  burst,  and  a  g-ood  deal  of 
water  is  wasted ;  and  for  that  reason  the  city  must 
oass  an  older  to  get  leave  from  the  General  Court 
to  p?ss  such  an  oidinat  cs  as  will  regulate  the  irj- 
troouction    of    water   fixtures — in    other   words, 
prevent  aiybody  but   good  plumbers  from  doing 
work  in  the  city  of  Bostoe ;   aEd   the   necessity  of 
the  case  that  the  water  is  wasted;  Lhat  agood  deal 
of  Cochituate  and  Sudbury  River   wa'er  has  goae 
to  ruin,  and  therefore  we  must  restrict  the    exer- 
cise of   a  certain  trade  to  ceitain  individuals.    If 
we  begin  there,  I  do  n't  sei    /by    we  -hould  n't  li- 
cense shoemakers;  I  don't  see  why  w«  should  in- 
troduce orders  to  this  effect,   that   a   grea*  many 
shoes  are  made  ot   papei,   a.-d   people    who    go 
into   shoe   stoies  are  impo?ed   upon,  and    there- 
fore nobody  should  engage  in  the  business  of  snoe- 
making  unless  ha  has  a  certificate  fiom  the  citv  of 
Boston    that    he    is    a   good   snoemaker;    and  so 
with  caipenteis,  masons  slaters  and  others. 

Mr.  Thacher — Will  the  geotleman  allow  ma  to 
a=irhim  a  question? 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — Yes;  four  of  ihem  if  he  waats 
to. 

Mr.  Thacher— Has  the  gentleman  had  any  expe- 
rience in  building  houses  since  the  Departmeot 
for  the  Survey  aod  Inspection  of  Buildings  has 
been  esr,-blish<-o? 

Mr.  Fitzgera!d— There  is  no  law  in  Massachu- 
setts that  prevents  aoy  man  from  exercising  the 
trade  ot  acatpenter.    There  is  a  law  that  says  a 
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mill's  house  shall  b3  built  in  a  certain  way;  that 
the  leDgtb,  breadth  and  thickness  of  the  joists 
shall  be  so  and  so;  but  there  is  do  law  or 
ordinance  which  says  teat  no  man  shall  exer- 
cise Ihe  trade  ot  a  carpenter  unless  fie 
receives  a  permit  from  the  City  Government. 
The  law  is  specific  that  such  and  saoh  a  thing 
shall  be  put  in  a  certain  way.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  ao  order  that  plumbing 
shall  IBe  done  so  and  so;  but  I  ooject  to  an  order 
that  says  nobody  shall  exercise  the  trade  of 
plumbing  unless  he  is  licensed  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. If  the  gentleman  understands  me  he 
will  see  the  difference  at  once.  It  is  on  that  ac- 
count that  I  oppose  the  older.  IE  we  begin  here 
there  is  no  knowing  where  we  will  stop.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  passage  of  an  order  regulat- 
ing the  method  of  constructing  pipes ;  but  Iobject 
to  an  order  that  says  nobody  shall  exercise  roe 
trade  of  plumbing  unless  he  is  licensed. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  suppose,  sir,  that 
when  we  arrive  at  tha  oomt  vihen  a  cobbler  in  the 
exercisa  of  bis  art  shall  lay  a  bur  l en  upon  the 
community,  we  shall  have  the  right  to  say  whether 
toat  cobbler  shall  exercise  bis  calling;  aud  when 
the  time  arrive.-:  when  carpet  tar's,  aiasons,  slaters, 
and,  in  fact,  all  the  trade?,  by  incompetency  and 
*  lighting  their  work,  lay  a  heavv  burden  upon  the 
public,  who  have  no  redress  or  relief  whatever, 
thRn  it  will  be  perfectly  competent  for  ns  to  li- 
cense those  men.  It  would  be  a  good  thins:  to  do, 
but  in  the  present  glorious  state  or  free- 
dom, every  man  will  do  as  he  has  a  -nind 
to,  as  long  as  he  can.  The  qu>  stion  of 
plumbing  is  a  seiious  matter.  The  gentle- 
man b-gs  ihe  question  when  he  says  he  is  :n  favor 
of  giving  the  Watei  Boaid  power  to  see  how  the 
pipes  are  laid  and  placed  in  buildings.  But.  bow 
are  tb.9  Water  Board  to  decide  tnat  question  ?  Are 
they  to  put  ao  losoector  into  every  ouilding  to 
watch  all  the  plumbers,  and  -ee  that  the  joists 
are  put  in  properly?  The  obj-ctof  tb:  order  is  to 
prevent  harm  i.Dtl  injury  to  the  public  b°rvice  — 
not  to  property — because  of  the  stupidity— or, 
what  is  worse,  'he  cupidity— of  the  workmen. 
This  matter  goes  deeper  than  wi  think.  There 
are  r»o  points  «sheie  (he  lack  of  fidelity 
on  the  part  of  ma  y  «h.i  exercise  ihe 
calling  of  plumbing  affects  the  public  s  r 
vice.  It  may  seem  a  trivial  matter  to  some ' 
persons,  whether  a  greater  or  Less  amount  of  va- 
ter  escapes,  simply  because  we  bave  ar.  abun- 
dance. It  >s  tme  that  wh  propose  to  h-'ve  ar, 
abundance  of  pure  water  from  Sudbury  River; 
butif  it  is  to  be  unduly  waste-,  what  follows? 
either  we  mu  t  lay  larger  nipes  ano  increase  tie 
ourdeo  of  the  public  lebt  and  taxes  in  order  to 
allow  this  waste;  or  else  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
higher  parts  of  the  city  must  put  up  with  :,  low,  r. 
pessure,  le-'s  accommoJatiors  and  diminished 
amount  of  water  for  use  in  the  upper  stoics  of 
the  houses,  simply  becau'e  of  the  incapacity  ai  d 
rlovenliness  of  mea  wlio  call  tb-rn:-elves 
plumbers,  and  who  will  get  jobs  from 
men  who  want  to  baild  cheap  houses,  rho  »ili 
put  in  inferior  plumbing,  and  thus  interfere  with 
the  public  service  an  i  increase  the  public  debt. 
We  have  to  procure  safer,  and  provide  large  fa- 
cilities for  its  distribution.  No*,  it  app.a"s  to 
me  that  it  is  practically  iuaaosstble  ror  the  Water 
Board  to  have  agents  in  ev°ry  building  watchi  g 
the  process  of  construction.  The  only  way  is  that 
the  Water  Board  shall  have  power  to  say  that  cer- 
tain plumbers  oo  no>  do  their  work  thorouahly, — 
not  that  a  man  snail  not  oo  business,  tor  there  is 
verv  much  plumb'rg  to  be  done  that  dots  not 
affect  the  water  wo  ks— but  that  to  man  shall 
exercise  his  calling  in  any  way  that  interferes 
with  the  public  works.  The  Sewer  Department 
have  been  driven  to  it  bv  necessity.  I<ifteea  years 
ago  any  man  could  get  a  permit  to  enter  a,  drain 
or  sewer;  anri  what  was  the  result?  Toev  would 
bieak  a  bole  in  the  sewer  and  leave  all  the  rub- 
bish iuside;  and  many  times  the  city  authorities 
have  been  put  to  large  expeuse  to  op»n  sewers 
and  clean  out  the  brick,  mortar  and  o. her  mate- 
rial allowed  to  fall  into  it  by  the  carelessness  and 
negligence  of  the«e  men."  In  other  words,  the 
Sewer  Depart  nent  was  con  oelled  to  restrict  the 
number  of  men  to  whom  they  gave  licet  ses.  Ano 
today,  if  you  desire  to  have  a  drain  connected 
with  a  sewer,  if  you  send  a  man  not  regularly  li- 
censed by  the  Sewer  Department,  he  cannot  get  a 
permit.  Good  citizens  do  nor  find  fault  with  the 
system,  becausejaad  men  ate  not  allowed  to  tamper 
w'lta  public  property.  Eveiy  competent  drain- 
layer  t  as  this  peimit,  and  consequently  no  one  is 
restri  ted.    it  i-~  proper  that  toere  should  besuch 


restrictions  in  regard  to  water,  a' d  it  is  simp'y 
pjoposed  ro  put  the  whole mattex  of  attaching  the 
water  pipes  and  mams  of  our  city  on  the  same 
basis  that  the  Sewer  Deoanm'-nt  has  been  oo 
liged  to  put  the  entering  of  drains  into  the  se»  e~«. 
I  hope  the  order  will  prevail.  It  is  light  acd 
proper,  and  gives  some  protection.  It  is  tne  same 
system  ihat  other  cities  have  been  obliged  to  take 
before  us;  and  having  s°en  the  wisdom  of  ir,  tha 
onlv  wonder  to  i  tern  is  that  tney  did  n't  do  it  be- 
fore. Even  at  tiis  late  dav,  after  the  i  orse  hai 
bee^  stolen ,  I  hope  we  shall  be  wise  tnougb  to 
lock  the  stable  door,  and  prevent  any  dedica- 
tions in  future. 

.Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — My  reason  for  offeiing 
the  ame  .omsnti;  not  because  I  oppose  ihe  order 
in  its  present  soaps;  in  tact,  I  am  prepared  to 
vote  for  i  i  as  it  scands,  as  I  tnmk  it  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time  when  the  city  will  be  compelled  to 
lake  that  step.  But  the  order  seem?  to  be  capable 
of  division,  ahd  the  objections  in  this  C  mucil 
seem  to  be  to  the  latter  portion  of  it,  ard  it  oc- 
curred to  me  that  ths.t  part  might  waitaad  gieat 
uood  be  gained  by  passing  tne  other  pan.  1  felt 
unwilling  that  the  passage  o£  the  order  should  bo 
jeopardized  oy  teason  ot  ons  clause,  and  was  in- 
duced to  offer  the  amendment. 

Mr.  JSo.es  of  Ward  5— If  the  order  ta  ses  at  all. 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  fact  iu  regard  to  licensing 
plumbers  should  be  keot  in.  To  take  off  the  1 1 
cease  p  it  would  be  lite  takug  off  the  bead  oc  a 
horse.  The  object  of  licensing  clamoers  is  chat 
thev  will  b;?  responsible  to  sauaecoay.  A  plumber 
will  ccnie  to  tbe  city  .or  a  license,  ana.  w*U  make 
his  reports  to  tne  cttv.  If  any  man  is  uoing  busi- 
ness as  a  plumber  it  will  be  no  njie  woik  for  him 
to  get  a  license;  b j.t  if  a  pluwbei  is  found  to  do 
wotk  not  fit  tor  use,  his  license  will  be  i evoke  >,  and 
of  course  he  will  losesomebr.smess  by  ir.  Tne  ob- 
ject ot  tbe  license  is  to  obtain  a  guarantee  of 
good  woik,  and  the  Water  Board  has  no  idea  ot 
snowing  any  paitiality.  A  'icense  will  be  givsu 
to  any  plumber  who  is  responsible,  ano  bis  lice^s" 
will  hold  good  until  ce  does  work  »hi'b  is  n'* 
nropsr,  and  tbeu  it  will  be  right  and  proper  for 
the  coard  to  re  uove  him. 

Mr.  Devereux  ot  Ward  22 — If  tb-re  is  an  evil, 
sir — and  no  douct  ihere  is — it  seems  to  me  rhai 
tnis  is  .  't  the  remedy  to  oe  apolieo.  I  should  ex- 
pect cy  and  oy — and  I  c'aim  to  be  a  mechanic  — 
that  there  will  be  such  a  thins  as  licea  ing 
sail  maker.',  acd  it  wTould  seem  to  ma  to 
be  a  queer  tbing  to  have  to  come  to  the 
City  council  to  get  a  license.  Ir  1  understand  tbe 
argument  uf  tbe  gentiemau  from  Waid  12,  the 
lemedy  >h  ul  I  be  ap.  lied  iu  this  wav:  If  I  >hou)d 
make  a  cheap  set  of  sails  an?  the  vessel  sbnu'd 
run  on  a  lee  snore  and  be  lost,  I  tboii'a  bear  all 
tbe  ignominy.  No  I  say  let  every  trade  stand  on 
its  merits.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  merits 
of  this  measure. certain  men  wilt  getalarge  share 
of  the  »ork,  and  oth  rs  will  have  to  abandon  the 
business.  It  seems  to  me  c>  he  a  bad  state  ot 
things  when  mechanics  have  to  apply  for  permis- 
sion to  do  busiuess  in  ihe  city  woe  e  tttey  have 
served  tueir  time.  I  ha,  e  up  doubt  tue're  are 
evils,  but  they  do  not  lie  wholly  vith  the  .lumb- 
ers. It  I  because  th^ie  is  a  desire  to  build  cheap 
houses  aud  get  plumbiug  done  m  the  cheapest 
possible  manter,  auc  plumbers  are cmurielled  ti 
put  in  cheap  work.  It  is  an  aoricginem  of  per- 
sonal rights  to  say  who  shall  an  t  lrt»a  shall  not  do 
bu  iuoss.  by  adopting  a  system  of  licenses. 

Mr.  Braekett  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  that 
the  question  now  before  the  Council  is  n  t  so 
grave  as  the  remarks  of  members  opposing  the 
passage  of  this  oroer  would  imply.  We  are  noi 
acting  upont  e  expediency  of  licensing  plumbers. 
Theor.ieris  Limplj  to  apply  to  the  Lean  latnre 
ror  authority  to  license  pinmbeis  in  case  at  y 
future  City  Government  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient. We  are  constantly  applying  lor  tbit.gs 
which  the  city  may oi  may  not  do.  For  instance, 
the  ord-r  in  relation  to  rle  wiaeiiug  if  School 
street  vent  tn rough  without  any  discussio  ; 
but  if  that  authority  is  given,  it  will  not  be  a 
very  serious  question  for  the  n  xf  or  hiibc  tutor 
City  Comcil  to  consider  whether  that  authority 
shall  be  exercised.  Whatever  may  be  the  objec- 
tion to  liceusing  plumbers,  it  sceiiis  to  me  it  is 
safe;  ro  trust,  the  City  Council  to  oot.ain  this  au- 
thority. In  regard  to  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman fioou  Ward  7.  that  we  are  introducing  a 
system  of  license  for  men  to  carry  on  busisess, 
a  great  many  persons  io  different  vocations  have 
10  obtain  license  now  from  tbe  city  of  Bosron. 
Teople  have  to  be  licensed  as  auctioneers  and  chim- 
ney sweeps,  and  a  man  cannot  even  keep  a  lack,  . 
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truck  or  an  inn  unless  he  has  a  license.  I  don't 
know  that  tnere  is  any  more  objection  to  licensing 
plumb-rs  than  there  is  to  licensing  any  of  these 
uccupaiiocs.  However  great  the  objection  to  the 
system,  it  ,eems  to  me  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
consider  it  when  the  City  Council  has  authority  to 
act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Hauigan  of  Ward  1— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  mentions  the  wideuiug  of  School  street, 
and  toat  is  all  verj  well  so  far  as  it  goes;  but  that 
Is  not  an  order  to  obtain  authority  from  the  Legis- 
lature to  abridge  personal  liberty  and  preveot  any 
individual  from  noiag  business  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. I  look  upon  that  as  a  light  which  we  have 
all  got.  If  a  man  wi  hs  to  go  into  business  he 
may  do  so.  and  there  should  be  no  ace  passed  by 
the  Legislature,  and  no  orders  adopted  by 
the  City  Government,  to  prevent  that  man 
from  going  into  business.  We  all  know 
that  in*  plumbing  bill  in  a  house  is  a  very  costly 
one.  I  have  had  very  little  experience  in  it;  but 
I  have  h£.d  some  Now,  today  ibe  plumbets  are  a 
set  of  very  independent  fellows,  and  they  charge 
vety  bard  for  ail  ihey  do.  I  don't  know  a  plumb- 
er who  has  D'r  a  knack  ot  chargine  high,  and  doing 
a  very  short  day's  work,  as  business  is  managed 
now.  But  vou  license  those  gentlemen  to  oo 
business,  and  where  ar  e  w  ?  We  are  at  the  mercy 
of  the  plumbers,  and  there  is  no  escape  trom 
them.  Will  any  act  of  the  Legislature  oi  ordi- 
nance of  the  city  of  Boston  make  an  honest 
plamber  of  a  dishonest  one?  Can  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  make  an  honest  man  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  City  of  Boston?  or  by  an  act  of  tne 
Legislature?  No  sii,  be  cannot;  nor  can  any 
plumber  put  in  apiece  of  lead  oipe  weighing  2% 
poun'is  to  rbe  foot,  if  a  piece  weighing  1%  pounds 
to  the  loot  will  answer.  You  cannot  make  them 
honest  by  ordinance.  They  may  all  be  r  onest  for 
aught  I  know.  My  work  was  aone  well.it  has 
been  in  some  time,  and  the  pipe  has  n  't  burst  yet. 
Now,  speaking  of  inspectois,  the  gentleman  fiom 
Ward  12  says  we  ■>  ust  have  an  inspec- 
tor in  every  building.  Well,  sir,  in  anew  bulid- 
i'g  a  man  can  prv  up  a  boaid,  gaugi  Ms 
pipe  a  d  ascertain  whether  it  is  0"e  or  two 
pounds  to  the  foot ;  and  the  man  can  notify  the 
inspectoi  that  he  will  begin  plumbing  oo  aceitain 
day.  and  it  is  easy  to  ascertain  whetter  the  work 
is  done  corectly.  Four  or  five  men  can  manage 
the  wbol  business,  and  1  venture  to  say  that  the 
men  no  v  in  Iaspector  of  Buildings' Department 
will  do  that  business  very  pasily.  They  are  not 
obliged  to  go  to  a  buiioing  and  sit  upon  the 
fouu.ation  ti'l  the  place  is  locked  np  £.nd  swev.t 
out.  Not  Rt  all.  They  go  theie  now;  they  see 
whether  it  is  light  or  hard  buck.  Any 
marnvho  i«  a  judge  o'  plumbing — I  don't  caie 
whether  he  is  a  practical  plumber  oi  not — can  tell 
••nether  the  ;:ipe  is  he  right  kind  a^id  whether  it 
is  prope.ly  placed.  Scho<l  street  interferes 
with  ooDody'sbiead  aud  butter  but  you  lic-nse 
all  the  old  plumbers  a>  a  you  prevent  every  y>ung 
ma:)  from  :  oing  into  business,  until  all  the  old 
plumbers  a»e  dead  aotl  b.  ried.  The  plumbers 
will  all  b«  like  tne  »<  ston  Gas  Co.nnaiy — a  great 
monopoly— a  d  w-  cannot  afford  to  have  the  ol  i 
men  monopolize  all  the  business,  ir  this  act 
masses  you  will  find  just  as  aoaoy  advocates  of 
tne  system,  in  the  ;  ext  Gove  oroeot  as  vou 
see  tonight.  If  is  such  a  little  thing  that  itoon't 
anoum  to  anything.  Thev  speak  of  licecsing 
drain  diggers.  Tue  g<ntlemau  knows  veiy  well 
that  a  mau  just  goivg  into  business  caouot  get  a 
license  to  entei  a  sewer.  It  is  a  well-known  fact. 
1  applied  fO'  a  lieecse  for  a  youn i.  man  who  is  do- 
ing a  large  « mount  ot  business,  and  1  was  told 
that  he  couldn't  get  it  for  some  time  because 
there  was  too  much  red  tape,  a'd  he  had  to  pay  a 
man  $10  a  o ay  for  looking  at  that  dram  two  "or 
thiee  times  a  day  while  the  woik  was  going  oo. 
It  isn't  just  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  give  this  or 
any  future  City  Govcri  ment  toe  tight  tosav  »Uat 
mechanics  i  hall  do  buioess  in  th-  city  of  Boston. 
They  might  just  as  wed  say  that  because  a  s  sue 
happens  to  bio  w  off  a  roof  and  hit  somebody  on 
the  head  that  all  slateis  must  be  licensed. 

Mi.  Wilson— Tne  geule-nan  talks  about  red 
tape  that  is  ncessaiy  in  receiving  a  license  under 
our  system  of  oraiuage.  I  c?;n  say  that  no  red 
tape  is  necrssary  to  do  that  at  all.  Any  voule 
man  of  presumed  qualifications,  who  is  recog- 
nized as  a  mason  ot  experience  and  can  givn 
bonos  to  repair  any  damage  to  the  public 
property,  will  'teceiye  a  liceose,  and  it  will 
not  te  tafeen  fioro  him  till  he  has  shown 
by  malpractice  that  be  is  n't  fit  to  have  it.  And 
tbat  is  just  the  system  I  want  to  see  introduced 


in  the  matter  of  plumbing.  Any  man  of  fair 
qualihcatiops  w'll  get  a  license,  and  I  don't  see 
how  any  gentleman  can  see  a  haid«bip  in  it.  The 
city  has  alatge  interest  at  stake.  My  boy  has  the 
right  ro  buy  newspapers  and  hawk  them;  but  by 
the  time  h^  has  cried  the  Transcript,  Journal  anu 
Tiaveller  two  »r  rbree  time9  he  is  taken  up  by  a 
guatdiau  of  the  peace.  That  is  an  infringement 
of  private  rights.  But  why  is  if?  Because  if 
every  boy  is  allowed  to  shout  papers  in 
the  strtet,  it  will  become  an  intolerable 
nuisance,  and  the  system  of  license  is 
acquieeced  in.  According  to  tne  theory 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1,  it  a  man  liasnoney 
enough  to  buy  a  pair  of  hor  es,  ne  ^as  the  right  to 
go  into  the  back  business.  And  so  he  has,  and  he 
can  drive  one  horse  if  he  cannot  affoid  two.  But 
it  is  found  that  tie  promiscuous  exercise  of  that 
catling  i  terfeies  with  public  interest,  and  it  is 
restricted.  Any  man  hasa license  who  is  vouch-d 
for  by  tood  citizens,  a»d  it  is  not  revoked  except 
tor  cause.  We  acquiesce  in  it  and  the  public  are 
piotected.  So  in  relation  to  teaus.  Any  man  has 
the  right  to  go  into  the  teaming  business; 
it  is  a  naiural  right  and  nobody  has  the 
right  to  interfere.  But  experience  has  sho^n 
that  there  is  a  public  light,  and  consequently  the 
rule  has  been  aoopted  that  teamster*  and  truck- 
men shall  have  a  liceose.  Tne\  cannot  iunall 
over  the  citv,  bur  must  h;ive  stands  in  oarticular 
places.  The  system  has  beeo  found  to  be  wise, 
aud  it  does  ii't  ioteri>re  with  anybooy's  just 
rights,  and  today  any  man  can  purchase  a  team 
ano  carry  on  the  easiness.  The  license  >s  a  guar- 
antee that  they  will  tran-act  their  busi<e<sso 
that  it  will  intriitere  witl'  no  one.  If  I  have  more 
money  than  I  need  to  use,  and  my  neighbors 
want  to  deposit  something  with  me  as  seeuritv  for 
a  loan,  whv  can  not  1 1  o  it  as  well  as  if  I  were  toap- 
vsmce  it  upon  a  Ix.nd  and  mortgage.  We  don't 
presume  to  licence  anybody  10  loan  money  oo 
mortgages;  that  is  allbetween  men;  only  indi- 
viduals are  interestei,  and  there  is  no  way  in 
which  the  public  interest  comes  in.  But  when  it 
•  ones  to  aavaticii  g  money  upon  chattels,  as  is 
done  by  V  awn  brokers,  th-  public  interest  comes 
in,  because  there  is  au  inducement  for  dishonest 
p? ople  to  steal,  and,  as  they  say,  shove  the  prop- 
erty up  the  spoit.  Co*  sequently  we  find,  iq  the 
administration  ot  the  Government,  that  a  pawn- 
broker must  be  licensed,  and  no  m?n  of  standing 
aro  reputation  ca.  axiy  ctifficu  tv  id  getting  a  li- 
cense; ano,  havirg  a  license,  he  is  onder  bonds  to 
transact  his  business  so  as  not  to  interfere  with 
the  public  interest,  or  he  is  diiven  outof  busioess. 
And  it  is  proper  and  right.  It  has  been  found  i  ot 
to  be  «  lse  to  have  everybody  doing  the  Iiqut 
busiuess,  because  it  interferes  with  public  liglit*. 
According  to  t  e  gent  eman  from  Ward  1,  if  I 
have  morey  enough  to  buva  mug,  a  fewpipes  and 
a  keg  of  be-r,  I  have  the  ught  to  iuo.s>  diam  shop. 
But  it  has  been  fou  o  wise  to  restrict  that  trade, 
and  it  is  generally  acqu  esced  in  except  by 
some  of  our  straight-backed  frieud*.  It  is  wise 
and  k  roper.  As  r  said  at  the  outset,  the 
system  of  plumbing  is  fhown  to  be  so  cou- 
ntered with  the  public  interest,  and  it  has 
bc-e^  carried  on  so  divet.3e  to  the  public 
interest,  that  it  is  wis'  and  proper  at  the  pie^enc 
time  to  bring  that  eal  ing  under  the  sane  regula- 
tions as  other  such  callings  are.  It  is  not  to  re- 
strict the  calling.  Anv  petsoo  who  can  siow 
vouchers  and  give  bo  as  to  piotect  the  uublic  in- 
terest will  get  a  license.  The  geatleman  f  on 
Ward  1  do:i't  doubt  that.  Anyyoacg  workman  who 
can  be  recommenced  by  the  man  with  whom  be 
learned  his  tradi  can  get  a  license;  but,  having 
that  licen-e,  be  is  bound  to  execute  his  cal'ing  m 
such  a  way  ano  by  such  methods  fiat  rhe  public 
ifterest  will  not  suffer;  and  if  cb"  public  interest 
does  suffer,  eitoer  through  hi;  carelessness  or 
cupiditv,  the  ~>  the  li  eose  can  be  withdrawn.  I 
ask  in  all  truth  a'  d  soberness  if  'hat  is  r>'t  right. 
I  have  bten  asked  to  consent  to  the  passage  of  th« 
order  ivitb  the  license  nait  left  off.  It  is  n't  my  mo- 
tion. I  was  askea  what  I  thought  of  it,  ad  as 
the  order  commei  ds  itself  to  my  judgment  I  shall 
vote  for  it  entire. 

Mr.  Harmon  of  Ward  6—  .There  must  be  a  line 
drawn  b-tween  which  trades  shall  be  licensed 
and  which  shall  not  be;  and  we  are  asked  to  say 
that  it  is  necessary  to  have  plumbers  'icensed. 
For  one,  I  don't  believe  in  it.  I  don't  believe  the 
time  has  arrived  when  we  should  restrict  plump- 
ers. Every  gei.tlemau  must  kaow  by  experience 
that  if  I  wai.t  a  man  to  fix  my  drain,  be  tells  me 
there  ate  but  few  men  who  can  do  it,  and  it  takes 
fome  tints,  and  I  have  got  to  wf it  my  turn.    But 
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if  I  want  water  fixtures  put  in,  I  can  have  it  c'cue 
in  an  hour.  If  plumbers  ars  licensed,  we  shall  be 
in  the  same  position  that  we  are  in  regard  to 
dram  diggers.  I  doa't  believe  the  time  has  conn 
tor  it. 

.  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9—1  suppose  this  whole 
matter  turns  on  toe  waste  of  water.  1  certainly 
do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  vote  to  obtain  authority 
to  maee  an  ordinance  that  will  deprive  a  man  of 
rhe  privilege  of  improving  his  real  estate  if  he 
chooses  to,  and  I  think  you  do  that  when  yon  spec- 
ify how  a  housy  shall  be  built.  If  the  waste  of 
water  is  the  grand  trouble  toe  Water  Board  have 
the  remedy  m  their  own  hards.  I  shall  Dot  vote 
to  ask  tor  authority  of  this  kind;  but  it  appears 
to  me  it  can  be  done  bv  U  sy«tem  that  has  already 
bee  a  partially  introduced  into  the  city  by  rhe 
Water  Board,  and  teat  is  by  introducing  meters. 
If  a  man  who  builds  a  bouse  is  compelled 
to  buy  meters,  so  that  be  win  pay  for  what  water 
is  used,  b*  will  be  economical  and  employ  men  to 
do  it  so  that  the  water  will  be  saved.  If  it  is  propei, 
1  would  move  to  recommit  ihe  order  to  the  Waier 
Board  with  instructions  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  asking  for  authority  'o  put  meters  into 
ail  house*  at  tbe  expense  of  the  owners.  Idon'c 
know  of  anv  better  wav  of  remedying  the  evil. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald —  Cue  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  War  a  12  is  very  ingenious;  but  that  argu- 
ment would  justify  tbe  Council  in  passing  an  or- 
der to  ask  for  an  act  cf  tbe  Legislature  requiring 
ailtiadss  to  be  licensed.  In  a  government 'ike 
ojrs  the  only  thing  justifying  a  restriction  of  in- 
dividuals to  do  certain  things  under  a  license  ii 
that  public  necessity  has  become  so  great  that  it 
Is  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  protection  of  'he 
public,  to  supervise  ceitain  trartss  and  compel  a 
pe  sou,  before  exeicising  bis  rrade,  to  procure  a 
license.  Now,  h;S  such  a  time  arrived  in 
.  the  plumbing  business?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion. The  only  excuse  is  tbe  wa  te  of 
water,  and  I  should  hesitdte  before  voting 
ror  the  passage  of  such  an  orclei  as  that,  or  have 
it  go  forth  to  the  Legislature  that  we  asked  for  a 
lawgiving  us  -.uthonty  to  pass  ordinances  iti 
which  that  idea  is  incorporated.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  says  it  mean:,  nothing.  That  Oder 
ineans  that  it  is  tbe  sense  of  those  wbo  vote  for  it 
that  such  a  thing  ought  to  be ;  that  such  au  ordi 
nance  ought  to  exist,  and  it  will  go  up  to  the 
Legislature  as  baviug  the  indorsement  of  ihe 
City  Council  of  Boston.  I  don't  believe  in 
it,  and  I  don't  think  the  time  b?s  arrived 
wnea  we  should  restrict  them.  There  ire 
othet  remedies  for  the  evil,— one  b=s  been  indi- 
cated by  the  geotleinau  from  Ward  9.  I  doi't 
th.uk  the  nuisance  has  become  so  irreit  that  t-> 
tuevent  itwe  must  pass  an  order  that  nobody 
shall  exercise  the  peculiar  calling  of  a  plumber  in 
the  city  of  Boston  k  ithmt  a  licence. 

Mr.  Pier*:*:  of  Ward  11  moved  the  p.-evious  quej- 
tion. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wa.'d  5 — I  think  this  is  a  gte  t 
mountain  made  out  of  a  email  molehill.  If  any- 
body will  very  carefully  read  thn  order,  he  will 
s^e  no  necessitv  for  tbe  part  the  gentleman  fro  n 
Ward  9  has  moved  to  stnkr  out.    What  is  the  sub- 


stance of  it?  For  the  Mayor  "to  petition  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  at  its  next  session,  for  tbe  oassage  of 
an  act  authorizing  r.h3  City  Council  to  make  ordi- 
nances and  by-Is  ws,  fioon  time  to  time,  regulating 
the  intioduction  and  use  of  ail  wstT  pioes  and 
water  fixtures  connected  directly  or  inluectly 
with  the  Boston  Water  Work'."  that  is  enough, 
sir;  no  need  to  say  anything  about  licensing 
plumbers.  Supreme  control  is  given  to  the 
Water  Board  to  introduce  sucn  water  fixtures  as 
rbey  see  tic;  therefore  no  necessity  torsavinsany- 
tuUg  about  plumbing.  Not  the  least  necessity 
fori  .  Let  the  order  pass  without  saying  any- 
thing about  plumber  -,  and  it  will  co^er  the  whol  ? 
grouod.  The  objection  last  yr-ar  was  beciiseit 
was  supposed  that  certaio  fixtures  ?:■  rre  to  be  pie- 
scribed  by  the  Water  Board.  But  eive  the  Water 
Boai  d  power  to  cootrol  the  introduction  pt  water, 
and  say  nothing  a'oout  plumbing  at  dl&,  and  sou 
will  accomplish  all  you  desire. 

Mr.  bTynn  of  Ward  7 — By  an  amendment  to  the 
ordinances  (page  100  of  the  Revised  Ordinances) 
"The  Cochituate  Ws.tr  Board  snail  have  power  to 
ascertai  •  by  meters  the  quantity  of  water  used  in 
any  case."  So  there  is  no  oecessity  for  the  mo- 
tio'o  to  recommit. 

Mr.  Morrison — I  don't  believe  that  gives  the 
Water  Board  authority  io  pat  a  metei  into  a  bouse 
and  coaree  it  to  the  owner.  My  idea  is  that  they 
saail have  power  t)  compel  t^e  owner  to  pay  for 
the  mete'  in  his  house. 

The  motion  o  recoiiitnit  was  lost:  the  amend- 
ment cf  Mr.  Jaques  was  adopted  and  the  ordar  as 
amend  el  wis  passed — 34  for,  15  against. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence  in  the  aaiendment. 

THE  XEW  CHASTER. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  moved  to  take  from  toe 
riles  the  new  dr?.ft  of  the  city  charter,  urging  ''he 
necessity  of  considering  the  subject,  aod  giving 
notice  rhat  he  should   urove  to  specially  a-sisn  ir. 

The  question  was  put,  aud  tbe  Chait  being  in 
diubt,  tbe  yeas  aud  navs  were  ordered  on  motion 
of  Sir.  Kimball,  and  the  charier  was  taken  from 
the  files— ve^s  36,  navs  20. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Sraekett,  Burgess,  Clarke,  Crock- 
er, Cushing,  Cushmau.  Damon,  Day,  Felt,  Fi'z- 
gerald,  (ioldth«air,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscoc^. 
Howes,  Jaques,  Kuiball,  Leighton,  Molev,  Morri- 
son, Ne*  tor,  Page,  PAikrr,  Pierce,  Rice,  Samuson, 
Sprag:e,  Stacev,  Sweetser,  Wadsworth,  Wal- 
b-iclse,  Whi.comb,  Whitmore,  Wilbur,  Willcutr. 
Wilsou— 36. 

Nay  ---Messrs.  Anderson,  Barrv,Cawl-y,  Collins, 
Deveieux,  Dugsraii,Ed  vards,  Fl\ui.  Hicks,  Kel- 
ley,  Kiogbbury,  Kiugsley,Moonev,Noves,  Osborne. 
Power,  Shaw,  Sibley,  Ti  .cher,  Walsh— 20. 

Absent  cr  not  voting — Messrs.  Kent,  Burditt. 
Covle,  Curtis,  Fitzpatrick.  Harrnran,  Lapp^n, 
Lo  g.  Loring,  Murray,  Peabodv,  Perkins,  Smith, 
[tain,  Trull.  Woods— 16. 

On  motio  l  ot  Mr.  Kimball  tbe  subject  was  spe- 
cially assigned  for  uext  Thursday  eve  ing  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Ou  motioo  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5  tbe  Coancil 
adjou-neo, 


619 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    8,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Officer— William  Stephens,  for  special 
o  uty  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  in  place  of.  H.  P.  Hor- 
sey, resigned. 

Special  Police  Officers — L.  A..  Lyon,  Congress 
Building;  Julius  a.  Sweetland^Nortcu  O.  Payson, 
Broadway  M.  E.  Church. 

Severally  confirmed, 

Police  Officers — Joseph  D.  Bogan,  Lory  D.  Chap- 
man. 

Laid  over. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE.  . 

The  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  in  Cedar 
street,  Roxbury,  between  Ha-»rtnoraB  street  and 
Lambert  avenue;  aad  in  Tyler  street, northerly 
fiom  Harvard  street,  was  considered  on  orjers  of 
notice  for  neanngs.  No  one  appeared  to  object, 
and  the  matters  were  recommitted  to  ths  Com- 
mittee on  Se  seers. 

PETITIONS,  ETC.,  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Hewers.  Notice  from  the 
town  of  BrooMme  of  intention  to  lay  out  a  row  ; 
sewer  from  Washington  street  to  Charle~  River. 

Notice  from  Charles  £..  Booth,  Constable,  to 
the  city  not  to  use  the  material  for  the  B>ylston- 
street  sewer,  belonging  to  C.  L.  O'Neil,  and  tow 
under  attachment. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  D. 
Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  for  new  Heating  ap- 
paratus for  thtir  armoiy. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  A.  H.  Allen,  for 
a  lamp  at  ooroer  of  Allen  street  and  Allen  court. 

Jona  ban  Stone  a^d  others,  for  a  lamp  on  Tufts 
street. 

Totlie  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  John  H.  Walsh,  for  leave  to  occupy  a 
wooden  stable  for  three  boises  oa  Gorooa  and 
Cambridge  streets.  Ward  19. 

George  H.  Norman,  for  leave  to  ocupyane* 
brick  stable  for  thxee  horses  on  Beacon  street, 
No.  343. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  G.  G. 
Kennedy  et  al.,  that  a  c'ock  be  placed  on  the 
cbuich  at  the  corner  of  Morelaod  and  Copeland 
streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Daniel  O'Calla- 
ghao,  151  Levewct  street,  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  license  act  upon  ill  rival  venders  in  bis  vicinity. 
Petitioner  has  a  retail  liceas-  ot  the  first  class,  and 
compliios  that  ceitaio  unlicensed  partie*  in  bis 
vicinity  art  illegally  selling  intoxicating  liquors, 
against  whom  he  ha*  made  frequent  compliuts, 
but  they  are  still  allowed  to  carry  on  their  nefari- 
ous business. 

J.  Roberta,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  lantern  in 
front  of  the  Everett  Hou^e,  at  corner  of  Washing- 
ton and  Caoubn  srreets. 

S.  A.  D.  Shep-oard,  foe  leave  to  ooaintain  a  pro- 
jecting moitar  at  comer  ot  Dover  and  Wasb- 
i   gton  sireets. 

C.  H.  Trott  et  al.,  that  the  cIock  projecting  from 
store  of  George  M.  Stevens  &  Co.,  on  Sudbury 
stieet,  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Joseoh  X.  Biown  &  Co.,  that  a  piojecti-g  sign 
at  504  Washington  steet.  be  allowed  to  remain. 

GtorgeL.  Hovey,  for  'eave  to  maintain  a  pro- 
jecting Ion  tern  at.  8  Avsry  street. 

Boston  Wesleyan  Association,  for  'eave  to  maio- 
taio  their  lantern  at  36  Brornfielri  street. 

John  Cullen  for  leave  to  maintain  his  Ian  em  at 
181  ISort-n  street. 

Augustus  Smith  et  al.,  that  a™  ornament?! 
lamp  projecting  from  ths  front  of  20  Kneeland 
stieet  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Georye  D.  Bicker,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  mor- 
tar over  his  store,  178  Salem  street. 

G~ortre  H.  Tibbet  •,  that  a  projecting  sign  at  86 
Friend  street  be  allowed  to  remain. 

E)i  Thayer,  that  a  projection  sign  at  3»4  Hano- 
ver street  be  allowed  to  remain. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pamng.  Petitions  for  edge- 
stones  in  front  of  estates  of  Ivory  Harmon  at  cor- 
ner of  Moielant!  and  Cooeland  streets;  Anaela  A. 
Skinner,  on  Town-send  street;  H.  McAllister, 
Ailington  avenue,  Waro  22;  for  brick  sidewalk  in 


froct  of  estates  of  city  of  Boston  on  Prospect  and 
Edgeworth  streets,  Cbarle^towo ;  for  edgestones 
and  biick  sidewalk  in  front  ot  estate  of  Silas  W. 
Merrill,  32-42  Holyoke  stieet. 

Cnailes  M.  Clapp,  for  leave  to  la»  down  ao  iron 
pipe  in  Brookside  avenue. 

Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
construct  a  turnout  on  Atlantic  t.venuenear  Le  wis 
wharf. 

Geort>e„  Coyle  et  al.,  that  Norfolk  avenue  be 
macadamized. 

Ivotv  Harmon  et  al ,  that  the  grada  of  Moieland 
street  be  loweieo. 

John  Ogd  n  et  al.,  that  P  street,  between  Third 
ano  First  streets,  be  graded  and  edsestoi.es  set. 

Denois  Manley  et  ah,  that  Bowcc  street,  be- 
tween F  ana  Doi Chester  streets,  b?  paved, 

Howe  &  w  sirre  ,  tor  leave  to  maintain  a  nost  in 
fiootot  374  Broaci  way. 

Bentlev  &  Richardson,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
projecting  «ign  at  33  Waltham  street, 

Louisa  Ferguson,  extcuLtix,  for  leave  to  main- 
tain a  mortar  at  <  orner  of  Dorchssier  and  Eighth 
streets. 

ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbit  s,  by  consent,  submitted,  out 
of  the  ur.ua!  order,  the  following: 

Ths  Comnitcee  on  El-etion  Returns,  to  whom 
was  accorded  further  time  in  which  to  examine 
and  report  upon  th±  returns  of  votr.s  cast  on  the 
2d  inst.,  tor  Senators  and  Remessntatives,  have 
attended  to  that  duty,  a-o  report  that  the  votes 
cast  for  those  officers  are  correctly  recorded  in 
the  City  Clert's  recoro.  In  accordance  with  re- 
quests received  fiom  cvtizeas  of  War  is  1,  2.  3.  4,  5, 
20  ar  d  21,  your  commirtee  have  counted  the  org- 
mal  ballo  s  ca«t  in  thoe  wards  respectively  for 
R  preseotatives,  and  the  results  are  as  follows: 
Ward  One. 
Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Andrew  Hall 1,143  1,142 

Eben.  M.  McPherson 1,001  !,0U3 

Henry  B.  Hill 1,138  1,112 

D.  A.   Tompfcins 986  98S 

J.L.Walsh 879  «81 

.loshua  Weston 994  99tj 

John   Prince 175  176 

All  others 4  4 

Ward  Two. 
Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Michael  Carney 906  896 

Neil  Doherty 884  872 

Thomas  Mobney 856  853 

Michael  Barr  78s  806 

Anthony  C.  Daley 761  777 

William  Taylor.'. 759  767 

AH  others 13 

Ward  3. 
Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Nathaniel  J.  Rust 612  612 

Thomas  Gaffleld 424  425 

Charles  H.  Crosby 481  481 

Thomas  L.  Jenks 629  630 

Thomas  J.  Gargan 635  635 

Thomas  J.  Auderson 583  582 

All  others 14  15 

Ward  4. 
Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Charles  Hale 513  513 

Alexander  Wadsworth 448  446 

Samuel  Talbot,  Jr..... 428  428 

A.  K.  Tilden 415  418 

Henry  iValker: 424  iV 

J.  B.  P.  Shields 336  336 

All  others 15  20 

Ward  5. 

Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count- 
John  J.  Murphy 303  312 

Michael  Sullivan 251  260 

Edward  J.  Jenkins 247  251 

Horace  L.  Bowker 169  167 

Richard  J.  fiife 174  183 

James  L.  Bass 136  142 

George  A.  Shaw 231  257 

Francis  M.  Hughes kj»  180 

Robert  McCue 83  87 

Edward  J.  Hohatd 12 

JohnP.  Ordwav 4 

All  others 13 

Ward  20. 
Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

Francis  E.  Downer 643  648 

James  A.  McDonald 599  598 

AUothers 11  13 

Ward  21. 

Ward  Return.  Committee's  Count. 

John  D.  Flynn 503  502 

Benjamin  F.  Stacey 800  801 

Aaron  O.  Buxton 668  664 

John  B.  Norton 690  685 

AUothers 28  34 
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Itic,  urop?r  to  state  that  each  member  of  the 
committee  counted  all  tne  foregoing  ballot*  sepa- 
rately, an  i  each,  afived  at  toe  same  lesults  as  are 
above  set  tenth.  The  onlv  obr.nge  I  ion  the  result 
reported  by  the  ward  officers  is  in  Ward  5,  wheie 
George  A..  Shaw  is  eleced  in  place  of  Edward  J. 
Jenkins.  While  gi eat  credit  is  du-.  to  the  officers 
of  Wards  t.  3,  4, 20  and  21  for  the  general  accura- 
cy of  their  retur  s.  the  cojjmit'ee  feel  on 
the  otii  =  r  hand  that  the  discrepancies  in 
Wards  2  and  5  are  very  inexcusable.  In  ihe  lat- 
ter ward,  especially,  thsenora  were  so  great  as  to 
lead  the  committee  to  exanine  the  check  lists 
ai>o,  to  see  it  tne  marks  theieoo  corresponded  in 
any  degiec  to  the  number  of  ballots  found  in  the 
box.  Tlr  nuoiber  of  na  i  es  checked  on  the 
voting  Pst  or  Want  5  was  647.  The  number  of 
ball  ts'founa  in  tb.j  box  wa-  688.  To  ascertain 
tlr  nuinher  of  ballots  th?  committee  counted  tne 
votes  fir  Governor,  a,  id  th-  result  was  as  follows: 
Ward  Returns.  Committee's  Count. 

William  Gaston  533  4t» 

Alexander  H.  Rice 17!)  2Bl 

John  1.  Baker 11 

And  there  were  three  blanks 

(for  Governor) 7 

688 

This  st 'te  of  fads  exhibits  gro^s  carelessness 
and  neR-lin-fT.ee  o  i  the  part  of  the  ward  officers  of 
this  wai.i.  who  were  careless  1"  not  checking  the 
names  of  voieis,  or  else  ia  allowing  more  than  oae 
ballot  to  be  oeposited  in  many  instances,  aud  wbo 
were  neg'if-et  t  in  not  returning  or  counting  the 
ballots  «ast.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  under  the 
new  division  of  wards  the  citizt  ns  will  think 
seriously  ol  this  very  important  duty,  and  will 
liomi  ate  for  waid  offictis  some  of  their  est 
Citizens,  who  will  be  honest  and  att°ntive 
to  the  deposit  of  ballots,  avd  ittellieent  ano  ac- 
curate ii  their  returns  of  the  same.  Che  proper 
performance  of  toe  duties  of  wamen,  clerk  and 
inspectors  is  of  vital  importance  tu  the  election  of 
public  officers,  a»  a  if  these,  offices  die  nut  admin- 
istered lo  the  future  with  more  regard  to  the  rea' 
expression  of  th-  voters  in  their  ballots,  the  citi- 
zens will  seek  some  other  method  of  appointing 
these  officers.  Tbj  committe-,  thernfoie,  report 
that  it  appears  from  the  recoids  in  tin  case  that 
the  following-named  persons  have  beei.  duly 
cuocen  Representatives  from  this  city,  viz.: 
Suffolk. 

District  1— Andrew  Hall,  Henry  B.  Hill,  Ebene- 
zer  M.  MePhcrsoo. 

District  2— Michael  Carney, Neil  Do iitrty, Thom- 
as Moonev. 

District  3— Nathaniel  J.  Rust,  Thomas  L.  Jenks, 
Thomas  J.  Gargs.n. 

Di-tncr  4 — Cuarl-  s  Hale,  Alexander  Wads  worth, 
Samuel  Talbot,  Jr. 

District  5— Jo un  J.  Murphy,  Michael  Sullivan, 
G-orge  A.  Shaw. 

District  6— David  L.  Webster,  Henry  Lee,  Rob- 
ert D.  Smith. 

District  7— Michael  J.  Croak,  James  F.  Supple, 
Patrick  Berry. 

Distnct  8— 'Wdiiam  Woods,  J.  Franklin  AppeK, 
Daniel  Noonan. 

District  9— Moses  Kimball,  James  White. 

Distnct  10— Jo  eph  f.  Paul,  Albert  E.  Fillsbury. 

District  11— stillman  B.  Allen,  WaHace  F.  Rob- 
ioson,  John  H.Cook. 

District  12— Aiouzo  Warren,  Lyman  S.  Hapgood. 
Norfolk* 

District  4 — William  Mo  se. 

District  3— William  S.  King,  Ebenezer  Adams, 
Henry  W.  Fuller. 

Distiict  5— Frederic  P.  Moseley,  Gardner  a. 
ChorchiU. 

Distiict  2— Joseph  S.  Ropes. 
Middlesex. 

District  1 — Fiancis  E.  Downer. 

Di  tiict  2— Benjami.i  F.  Stacev,  John  B.  Norton. 

District  3— Joseph  W.  Hill,  San  uel  D.  Sawin. 

The  committee  iccommend  that  the  City  Clerk 
notify  the  foregoing'  persons  of  their  election. 
Solomon  B.  Stebbins.  ) 
Hugh  O'Bbien.  J  Committee. 

A.  A.  Burrage.  ) 

Accepted. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE     COMMON    COUNCIL     FOR     CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

A  iequest  of  Cochituate  Water  Board  for  a 
transfer  of  $2500  from  item  for  "Water  Works" 
to  "Chestnut  Hill  Drive  vay"  came  np  referred  to 
Committee  on  Water.    Concurred. 


The  f;oo-t  and  order  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the 
next  Legislature  for  authority  ioicgu  ace  aad  con- 
trol the  introduction  of  water  p<p-s  and  fixtures  in 
buildings.ann  to  license  plutncer--,came  up  with  an 
amendmenr  to  st  ike  therefrom  all  relating  to 
licensing  plumbers.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Pi escott,  who  denned  an  opportuni- 
ty to  state  at  le>  gth  the  reasons  which  induced 
tin  Watei  Board  to  ask  toe  City  Council  io  apply 
to  the  Legislature  for  auchoiity  to  license  plumb- 
ers. 

THE  SCHOOL-STREET  WIDENING. 

An  ordei  came  up  for  tne  Mayo-  to  petition 
Legist  tore  tor  authority  to  wi_en  School  street 
on  flu  northerly  site  by  taking  a  portion  of  King's 
Chapel  Burial  Ground. 

Alderman  Burrage—  Ii  seem*  to  me,  at  fiist 
-Jinnee,  that  it  is  n't  wise  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
tuie  tor  authority  to  make  this  imurovtmeut.  The 
wireuing  pyili  take  place  sometim?,  no  doubt,  out 
it  will  do  as  well  to  pacs  the  order  fiv  years  from 
now  as  at  present.  [Icless  it  has  got  to  be  dooe 
next  year  it  is  n't  necessaiy,  it  seems  to  me,  to 
petition,  for  liberty  io  do  it  now. 

Alderman  Power — I  was  about  to  make  the 
same  remark  that  the  Alderman  from  Wa  d  10 
just  rra.de.  I  don't  suppose  aoy  Alderman  here 
thinks  it  is  judicious  tor  the  City  Government  to 
entertain  the  thought  of  spending  the  amount  of 
mojev  that  is  necessary  to  widen  School  street 
curing  the  coming  year.*  The  reasons  for  rot  oo- 
ing  so  have  been  so  fully  ret  before  the  Boai  d 
during  the  past  ye  r,  that  it  «ei-ms  to  me  to  be 
uniecessaiy  to  take  up  time  in  repeating  them. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  Hoard  cannot  contem- 
plate or  think  of  irning  into  u  in  the  comug  year, 
and  therefore  it  is  not  necessary  to  pass 
this  order.  It  might  be  caid  in  reply  ihat 
th.  te  is  no  barn  in  gefticg  this  authority;  but 
everybody  who  ha  .  had  experience  in  this  Board 
kno*?  that  that  sort  of  »  thing  ijv.ays  commen- 
ces soon  after  you  have  got  ihe  authority.  The 
deed  is  apt  to  be  done.  Unless  this  Board  believes 
that  it  is  a  proper  and  ju"ici«us  thing  to  do,  I 
thioK  we  had  better  r  ot  pass  tbis  oruer.  I  doo't 
believe  ii  is  a  proper  thi  ig  to  do,  ar  d  l  shall  vo*e 
against  the  iruer  becau  e  u  is  daugeiou--  to  have 
such  Oiders  pass.  There  is  no  need  of  it  unless 
you  want  to  make  the  improvement  now.  When 
such  authority  is  once  obtained,  I  notice  that  the 
thing  is  always  wanted,  and  the  pressute  is 
brought  to  bear  wneo  that  obstacle  is  re- 
moved. Therefore  I  nope  we  shall  not 
pass  this  order.  I  shall  vote  against 
it.  as  1  am  of  tne  opinion  that  I  have 
been,  that  it  is  injudicious  to  spend  the  amount 
of  morey  involved.  The  argument  cannot  be 
used  that  it  can  be  done  cheaper  now  thaD  it  can 
hereafter.  There  is  no  prospect  of  any  change  in 
the  value  of  this  property,  and  it  can  be  done  as 
cheaply  hereafter  as  now ;  and  five  years  hence  I 
think  tlie  ritv  of  Boston  will,  by  jud'Ciocs  man- 
agement, be  able  to  do  it.  Therefore,  I  hope  it 
will  not  pass. 

Alderman  Worthingtoi- It  seems  to  me  that  a 
little  courtesy  is  due  to  the  Council  in  this  mat- 
ter. They  tluek  differently  from  what  we  do, 
and  they  passed  this  order  by  a  handsome 
majority.  They  look  at  School  street,  and  they 
see  an  important  thorougofare  very  much  crowd- 
ed. In  theii  opinion  it  should  be  given 
to  the  Street  Conimissiooeis  that  they  may  at 
the  proper  time  recommend  Ihe  widening.  Every 
one  of  us  know  i  that  the  street  has  got  to  be 
widened.  It  is  one  of  the  moscimpoitaut  streets 
in  the  city,  and  I  think  it  should  be  one  of 
the  first  that  the  commissioners  should  com  roe.-  ee 
upoo  when  they  begin  the  widening  of  streets 
in  the  bu-iress  part  of  the  city.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  would  be  done  next  year;  but  the  Street 
Commissioners  looked  upon  it  so  favorably 
last  year  that  |they  made  calculations  of 
the  cost,  and  I  am  sure  they  believe 
it  is  one  of  the  widenings  which  must 
take  place.  Facilities  for  doing  business  must  be 
kept  up.  if  we  are  to  have  a  great  commer- 
cial ciiy,  and  the  time  will  soon  come  when  it 
must  be  widened.  Therefore  I  say  this  Beard  of 
Aldetmen  should  concur  oiath  the  Council  and  ask 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislatura  for  authori- 
ty to  widen  that  street  when  the  proper  time  ar- 
rives. 

Alderman  O'Bden — I  believe;  tbis  order  U  alto- 
gether premature,  and  that  we  ought  to  vote  it 
down  without  any  hesitation.  I  also  believe  that 
School  street  must  be  wioened  at  some  future  day, 
but  at  present  I  look  upon  it  as  rather  a  distant 
one.    Our  municipal  indebtedness  has  increased 
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so  rapidly  withia  a  few  years  that  it  be 
gijas  to  fclarm  our  most  sensible  an  J  pru- 
dent citizens,  and  there  must  be  some  limi'  ro 
this  indebtedness.  Tbe  interest  on  our  fu  ided 
oebt  at  toe  present  time  would  pay  the  entiie  ex 
peuse  of  ttie  City  Government  a  few  year?  ago. 
Do  AldermeD  ever  think  of  that?  The  interest 
on  our  funded  debt  would  actually  pay  tbe  entire 
current  expenses  of  the  City  Government  cot  a 
g  eat  many  years  ago.  We  incurred  large  debts 
on  a  count  of  tbe  war  and  the  fire,  and  still  largei 
on  account  of  tnese  stieet  wideotngs  and  open 
ings;  and  I  sav  tbey  must  be  stopped.  Tbe 
other  evering  oiie  of  the  Aloer  nen  congratulated 
our  citizens  that  we  had  re  uced  ihe  taxes  $2 
on  a  thousand  tins  year.  Iwa<  sor>y  I  could  not 
agree  with  him.  We  bave  nomiually  reduced  ti  e 
taxes  $2  on  a  tsou  aad;  but  wnen  the  real 
estate  of  t*e  city  will  n"t  sell  for  .75  per  cent, 
ot  the  assessed  value,  instead  of  reducing  taxation 
two  dollars  on  the  thousand,  if  the  assessment 
bad  bseu  proporly  made  i  be  rats  would  aav*  been 
seventeen  dollars  on  tbe  thousaod.  I  say  we  must 
put  a  stop  to  tb«se  street  wideniogs  and  iexpensiv  i 
jobs,  if  we  don't  want  tbe  ci  y  tj  become  bank 
rupt. 

Alderman  Wortbingtou — I  fully  agrle  with  the 
Alderman  that  we  must  put  a  stop  to  the  mest 
expensive  st  eet  widenings.  But  wbat  is  this 
one?  We  propose  to  make  it  twenty  feet  wider. 
It  is  asked  lor  by  th-  abutters  od  both  sices;  thov 
comef  uward  abd  say  they  f>ri  able  and  willing 
to  pay  bettyrm-nts  on  it,  End  th>  betterments 
can  se-  extended  down  Water  stieet  t  > 
ibe  Post  Office,  up  and  down  Washington 
street  on  each  sioe,  and  I  lull*  believe  you 
casi  get  r:etteime  us  erough  to  pay  tor  the  widen- 
ing. If  that  is  so,  we  should  ga  on  with  that  im- 
provement. We  cannot  stop  because  we  bave  a 
large  debt  on  our  banrs.  Some  tbins's  must  be 
done,  and  vou  musi  select  the  more  important. 
We  cannot  stop  &od  sav  ao'hing  nust  be  done. 
When  a  man  m  business  finds  hiujself  with  & 
large  amount  to  pav,  be  cannot  say  he  will  do 
norhing;  he  must  keep  on  and  octaio  the  best  re- 
su'ts  he  can  from  his  husiness.  We  mii't  have 
some  streets  m  wbicb  basine-s  can  be  done,  and 
School  street  is  one  of  them,  The  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  Tremont  stieet  must  be  widened 
uo  to  Boylstoa  street  an'j  Boylstau  street, 
must  be  widened  to  the  Providence  depot,  aud 
this  widening  of  School  street  is  a  part  of  tee 
series  of  great  improvements  that  will  provide 
facilities  for  the  easy  accomplishment  of  busioe-s 
and  at  a  less  expense.  We  may  shut  out  eyes  aud 
build  an  iron  fence  ot  Tremont  ^trtet,  but  I  tell 
vou  the  people  »ui  rise  and  say  thev  will  bave 
facilities  for  Going  business,  ard  demand  that  the 
street  shall  be  wideued  that  tb-y  may  accoin  lish 
the  woik  necessary  to  be  done  ia  order  to  make 
ibis  the  great  city  that  it  is  to  be.  Ii.  is  iole  to  say 
we  must  stop  spending  money,  for  thj  money 
must,  be  spent.  I  allow  no  man  to  go  further  than 
I  do  in  practising  economy ;  but  it  is  economical 
to  spend  this  money. 

Alderman  Bower— When  th?  genllema-i  froj 
Waid  15  v/as  first  un,]be  said  we  ought  to  pass  this 
order  because  it  was  passed  by  the  Conimoa  Coun- 
cil without  a  dissenting  vote.  I  see  by  tba  min- 
utes that  it  passed  the  Council  without' one  si'  gle 
comment  on  the  Older,  without  one  single  wo  <i 
of  debate.  Now,  I  suppose  the  reason  such  an 
important  order  passed  ihe  Council  was  because 
gentlemen  thought  that  the  order  in  itself  doe* 
no  haim ;  that  it  is  simply  to  suchorize  bis  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature.  But,  as  I 
said  before,  we  all  mow  the  gieat  power  and 
prestige   that   the    passage   of    such     an   order 

fives "  to  any  measure.  Unless  «ve>  firmly 
elieve  it  is  a  good  thirjg  to  do  'next 
year,  we  ought  i  ot  to  ua<s  this  order;  ano  I 
don't  believe  this  Boaro  thinks  it  is  good  policy 
for  the  city  to  go  into  &n  expenditure  ot  half  a 
million  dollars  in  tbe  widening  of  one  street  next 
year.  No  one  can  dispute  the  tact  stated  by  the 
Alderman  from  wavd  14,  that,  although  ostensibly 
or  apparently  cur  rats  of  taxation  is  lower  than 
last  year,  it  is  in  reality  higher  than  it  should  be, 
for  in  almost  every  oublio  sale  the  assessel  valua- 
tion has  proven '  to  be  injre  than  the  market 
value  of  the  estate.  Scarcely  any  real  es- 
tate offeieO  by  auction  brings  its  assessed  val- 
uation, and  theierore  we  pay  more  taxes 
than  we  really  ought,  to.  Every  man  in 
business .  today  knows  taat,  to  bis  own 
cost.  I  teel  that  this  burden  is  more  every  yeai 
thao  tbe  people  ale  able  to  bear,  and  that  it  must 
be  reduced,  and  to  do  that  we  must  put  up  with 


some  inconvenience.  Owing  to  the  great  falliog 
<  ff  in  business,  the  inconvenience  does  n't  begiu 
to  be  what  it  was  a  tew  yeais  ago.  I  am  sorry  ro 
oay  it.  but  it  mu-t  be  apparent  to  everybodv  that 
since  the  great  stagnation  in  t'  ade  tbe  inconve- 
nience is  not  near  so  great  aj  it  was.  Therefore,  I 
lope  the  ordei  will  roc  p=,ss.  It  shotld  not  ps.ss 
unless  this  Boaid  deem  it  expedient  to  make  that 
improvement  uext  year. 

Aideiman  Prescott— It  seems  to  me  ths.i  to  in- 
telligently consider  a  matter  of  such  im  aoi  tance 
as  this,  it  should  be  refeired  to  a  committee,  who 
can  report  the  probable  cost  of  tbe  widening  and 
tbe  probable  amount  that  we  should  receive  fiom 
betterments.  The  City  Couccil  could  ju^ge 
woetber  the  ben;- St  to  ba  derived  from  tbe  widen- 
ing would  warrant  the  outlay.  1  thick,  if  it  « as 
:o  referred,  cnat  the  Alaerman  from  Ward  15, 
alth  >ugh  a  member  of  rth-.i  Committee  oo  Streets, 
wo'ild  not  find  that  the  betterments  would 
i  ei.riy  equal  txie  cost  of  tbe  widening.  I  tbmk 
we  should  itceive  from  betterments  but  a  com- 
"paratively  small  fraction  of  the  cost.  The 
o:der  was  passed  by  tbe  other  bunch  wrb- 
out  any  d  scussion  ;  but  before  it  is  passed  here, 
this  Board  should  kaow  something  ab  >ut  the  cost 
and  ihe  amount  to  be  leseived  from  betterments. 
In  regard  to  tbe  ge-  etal  principle  laid  down  b.s 
the  Alderman  tiom  Waid  14,  1  believe  it  is  sale 
for  us  to  consider  at  the  present  time  wty  the 
burdens  of  taxation  are  so  gieat.  Inasmuch  as 
this  matter  has  not  been  reported  upon  by  a  cim- 
inittse,  aod  we  have  i  o  figures  for  our  guioance. 
I  move  rbat  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
t-e  on  Streets. 

Alderman  Wortnington — I  wculd  suggest  that 
it  be  refeired  to  the  Oouinj.it.ee  on  Streets  on  the 
part  or  the  Board,  as  the  St  eet  Conmissione  s 
would  make  all   tne   calculation,   and  tbe  order, 

aving  passed  tbe  Council,  need  not  be  sent  back 
there. 

Alderman  Buirage—  It  will  be  recollected  that 
this  matter  was  betore  us  eaily  this  year  ano  this 
Board  considered  it  iuexpsaient  to  take  action. 
It  came  up  on  a  communication  liotn  th«  Stat* 
Commissioners  aud  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to 
entertain  tbe  project  for  widening  it  this  year.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  going  lo  act  wisely  ve 
ought  not  to  petition  for  the  oowc.  As  tbe  Al- 
dercnaa  from  Ward  12  said,  if  we  bave  the  power 
to  do  it,  it  will  oe  a  great  temptation  to  get 
it  through  toe  City  Government  by  hoott 
or  by  croor.  I  agiee  with  the  Aloei- 
man  from  Ward  15  that  business  fa- 
cilities should  be  taken  in  o  account;  but  let  us 
wait  till  the  txiirrncv  ror  the  wideniag  come-.  I 
don't  see  any  particular  c  owding  in  School  street, 
except  ay  the  carriage  s  about  the  Parker  House, 
which  will  get  the  most  benefit  from  tre  widening, 
if  it  occurs.  It  is  n't  a  great  thoroughfare,  bat  a 
cross  street.  In  provioiog  business  facilities  we 
-hould  not  go  to  a  larpe  expense  in  advance  of  the 
exieency.  We.  should  learn  somethiig  from  toe 
example  of  sotreof  our  large  railroad  coipora- 
tions  who  have  gone  upon  that  pnnci ale,  carry- 
ing it  to  on  extreme,  aco  spreading  out  so  largely 
that  insolvency  is  the  r°snlt. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  don't  think  any  one  is 
simple  euough  to  believe  tb?t  l<~e  widening  of 
School  street  means  only  the  widening  of  School 
sweet.  It  means  *be  widening  ot  Beacon  s  rest  to 
Park  street;  tbe  widening  of  School  stieet  means 
to»  opining  of  Watst  street  to  Devonshire;  and 
if  this  order  is  to  be  retened  to  the  coaimitte-  t  > 
inquire  into  the  expense,  I  hope  they  wi  1  inquiie 
into  tbe  entiie  expets-'  that  such  an  oroer  means; 
for  it  mean*  neither  more  uorless  than  the  wic'en- 
ingof  Beacon  stieet  an  to  Park  str»  st,  and  its  ex- 
teasion  torough  Water  street  to  the  p  ist  office. 

Alderman  Power— lime  passes  so  rapidly  tbat  it 
seemed  to  me  that  it  »as  last  year  when  we  had 
this  matter  before  us;  but  the  Aldermin  on  my 
left  reminds  me  that  it  was  in  tae  ear'y  part  of 
this  year.  I  thought  then,  and  thiuk  now.  that  it 
is  not  judicious  to  do  this  thing,  and  therefore  l 
think  the  proper  riispositio  3  of  this  order  is  to  in- 
definitely postpone  it,  and  I  make  tlm  motion. 

Alderman  Stebbins  -I  simply  wish  to  call  atten- 
tion to  one  fact  bearing  upon  this  older.  By  tbe 
minutes  of  tbe  Board  of  March  1,  I  fin  >  that  'he 
question  was  under  discussion  on  the  communica- 
tion from  the  Stieet  Commissioners,  who  sud  u 
was  necessary  to  procure  authority  from  the 
Legislatuie  io  o  der  to  make  the  «ide  ing.  Thar 
communication  was  debated  at  some  length,  and 
rioally,  on  my  motion,  it  was  referrci  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  with  iostrucrioo> 
to  report  an  approximate  estimate  of  tbe  cost  of 
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the  witisi  ing.  I  am  not  aware  that  tte  comrnit- 
t  e  have,  rep  rted  u'jon  that  order,  a  id  I  wish  to 
get  at  the  facts  uuder  r,oe  previous  lorder.  I 
ehould  like  to  know  what  the  committee)  have 
none. 

Alderman  Power— Outside  of  any  reporr,  I  sup- 
pose every  alderman  is  well  aware  that  the  sura 
mvolveo  wi  1  be  a  laig9  one,  much  l.rger  than 
this  Boaid  will  think  of  spenoing  for  that  object 
this  year,  audit  sesins  to  me  thTe  is  no  use  of 
wasting  any  more  time  with  it.  If  the  Board 
think3  it  should  not  be  don?,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  proper  Disposition  of  tlie  order  would  be  to 
rode  fit  itely  posti  one  it,  and  1  make  that  motion 

Alderman  Worthingto:) — I  think  we  ought  to 
concur  Kith  the  Council  iu  requesticg  the  Mayor 
to  petition  ihe  Legislature.  This  debac  has  gone 
a  great  deal  farther  than  ihe  order  contemplates. 
It  has  taken  a  sore  cf  do^-ir-the-margcr  style. 
When  we  s'tt  the  authority  fiora  the  Legislature, 
al1  tliio  debate  will  be  proper.  Per1  aps  the  Legis- 
lature would  not  give  us  tbe  aiithonty;  ti  en  the 
thing  wi  I  be  at  an  ei,d.  If  we  get  the  power,  the 
subj'ct  maybe  put  otf  twenty  years.  At,  present 
the  deoatc  is  anticipating  the  subject.  All  we  ask 
is  that  the  Mayor  mav  be  requested  to  petiliou  ths 
Legislature  for  authority. 

Alderman  Piescott  wi  hdrew.  the  motion  to  re- 
fer ano  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  order 
was  indefinitely  postponed,  in  nou-cjii.urren.ee  - 
yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Aloeimcn  Bigelow,  Burrage.  O'Brien, 
Power,  Prescott,  Quincy,  S'eebins,  Viles-8. 

Nay-  —  Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Pope,  Worth- 
ington — 4. 

JURORS     DRAWN. 

Forty-eight  traverse  jurors  were  di awn  tor  the 
October  term  of  the  Superior  Court  second  ses- 
sion. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Superintendent  of  North  Scales.  Report  for 
quarter  euoing  Nov.  1 :  Receipts,  $590.03;  paid  to 
City  Coli>  ctoi,  $109.16.    Sent  "own. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Nov.  1 : 
Received  and  paid  to  (he  City  Coliectoi,  $1377.59. 
Sent  down. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Oct.  31:  Receipts,  $23,13G.92;  expenditures, 
$20,001.61;  balance  on  band,  $3135.31.    Sent  down. 

Fire  Commissioners  Report  of  fires  and  alarms 
in  October:  Total  number  ot  fir-s,  36;  confi  ed  to 
one  buildi  g,  35;  estunatp.d  lossoo  builaing.$6406; 
estimated  loss  on  stock,  $10  597;  r  11  insurance  on 
ouildings,  $28,800;  lull  i  snr- nee  on  stock,  $14,575. 
Sent  down. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Exhibit  o(  tbe  state  ot 
•  he  appropriations  as  shown  on  his  books,  Nov.  1. 
Followii  g  is  tbs  recapitulation : 

ttuTs!'^.'  Evaded.    Unexpen'd, 

Ueneral  $13,813,692.49    $6,944,169.e4     $6,869,522.85 

Special 4,614,791.31       1,366,148.96       3,248,642.35 

$18,428,483.80    $8,310,318.60   $10,118,165.20 


Sent  down. 


BONDS  APPROVED. 


The  binds  of  John  McConcell  and  others,  con- 
stables, beiog  presented  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
p. oved  by  the  Boird. 

licenses.     ' 

Aldermau  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses, as  follows: 

HackLicer.se  Refu  ed — John  Quinn, South  street, 
on  ace  >uut  of  ODjections  being  raised  by  t'.e 
abutters  to  a  hack  stand  at  the  proposed  point. 

Billiard  Licens»  Grafted— Maniv  H.  Farnum, 
Thayer's  Build. Dg,  Dorchester. 

Denlers  in  Second-ba'  d  Articles  Licensed— 
Phillips  &  Devlin,  25  Cnirles  River  avenue ;  Chi°- 
holm  &  Muoioe,  11  North  street;  Scepbeo  Breii- 
ran,  875  Harrison  avenue. 

Intelligence  Office  Licensed— Edmund  Smith, 
Jr..  67  Eliot  street. 

Hack  Licenses  Granted — Hugh  S.  Kearos,  56 
Cbarlestown  street;  James  J.  Cavanaugb,  Old 
Colony  House,  Kneelaud  street. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — George  Studl-y,  Johu 
stieet;  Edward  F.  Bre  nan,  Atlaoiic  avenue. 

Auctioneers  Licensee — Milton  Anstio,  9  Milk 
street;  Fra-  k  W.  Farrar,  7  Central  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  tae  license  for  a  hackstand  here- 
tofore granted  to  John  H.  Milhken,  at  40  Wattr 
street,  s'/i  I  license  being  numbered  609,  be  and  is 
hei  eby  revoked  for  causs. 

Rad  twice  and  passed. 


PRESERVATION  OF  TREES  ON  TREMONT-STREET 
MALL. 

Aldctmaa  Burrage  offered  tbe  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  C^mmirtes  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  Ve  directed  to  consider  tbe  sub- 
ject of  preserving  the  irees  in  the  Tremont-street 
mall  of  the  Common,  and  report  whether  it  Is 
practicable  and  expedient  to  c»  vey  moisture  to 
their  roots  by  artificial  means. 
Passed.    Seut  down. 

PROJECTING     SIGN. 

Al  German  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police,  in  favor  of  granting  the  pe- 
tiiionof  Amencau  Popnlai  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pa 'V  for  leave  to  place  a  projecting  sitrn  or  fig- 
ure in  front  ot  No.  226  Washington  street;  provid- 
ed, fiat  the  statue  which  it  proposes  to  project 
over  the  public  street  shall  besecu-ed  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings.  Ac- 
cepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  W<rthkgton submitted  a  leport  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  tbe  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  eraoting  the  petition  of  Hannah  M. 
Co  >k ,  Or  leave  to  occupy  a  stable  on  Williams 
street,  Ward  17.    accept- d. 

PAVING    REPORTS    AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  Fubmitted  reports  ant  or'er.3 
fr  )iu  trie  Committee  on  Paving  as  follows: 

Repoits  of  leave  io  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
James  Muiph>,for  grade  dsmages  on  Athens 
stieet;  Samu  1  W.Clifford,  to  be  paid  for  dam 
age?  caused  bv  defective  culvrt;  Daniel  Gcodiow 
el  al.,  that  the  bay  window  on  AVest  Broonlice  es- 
tate be  allowed  to  remain.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  t pcessary  on  the  order 
for  the  paying  of  East  Concord  street,  as  tbe  work 
contemplated  bv  the  older  is  now  in  progress. 
Accepted. 

Ordered,  fiat  there  be  paid  to  Daniel  Cram  th» 
sum  of  $300,  in  tu.l  settlemen'  of  his  claim  for 
compe:isa'ion  lor  ext'a  work  and  material  fui- 
i  ished  bv  him  in  bu'lding  a  letiining  vail  on  At- 
lantic avenuj,  under  a  contract  dated  Aug.  25, 
1874;  al-soio  full  settlement  of  his  <  laim  for  de- 
tention in  bail  ling  said  wall;  said  snm  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Birnt  Dis- 
trict. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Renort  and  order  for  edgestones  in  front  of  es 
tatc  of  J.  W.  Paige,  oa  Alvston  street,  and  City 
of  Boston  ort  Proscct  aod  Edgewortb  streets. 
Ord°i  a  reac  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  tot  buck  sidewalk  in  front 
r.f  estates  of  Samuel  Stebbins,  on  Columbus  j.ve- 
nut,  and  Charles  J.  Fox,  49  Newbury  street;  on 
Saw>er  street,  between  Sh-wmut  avenue  ai.d 
Lenox  street.    Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  aud  or-es  tor  edgestones  ard  brick 
sidewalk  in  front  or  estate  714  and  716  East  Fourth 
street,;  John  G.  Blood,  on  Wall  street,  Charles- 
town:  Uriah  H.  Coffin,  72  Rut'and  square.  Order 
read  ts-'ice  and  passed. 

Schedu'esof  tbe  co"t  of  e  igestones.  sidewalks, 
etc.,  in  Bromley  paik  and  other  streets,  wich 
orders  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
sane.    The  orders  weie  read  twice  a>id  passed. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Pre-cott  submitted  a  reoort  fro  u  the 
Coamittee  oi  Market  in  favor  of  gi anting  peti- 
tion of  Wales  L.  Eg^rton,  tor  uava  to  transfer  his 
undivioed  half  of  lease  of  stalls  70-72  and  cellar 
12,  Faneuil  Hj.1I  Maiket,  to  M.  J.  Copelaod.  Ac- 
cep:eo. 

TAX  ASSUMED. 

Al  eiman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  T.iat  the  city  assume  the  taxes  on  land 
recently  pursbased  of  J.  H.  Billings  and  others  on 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  West  Roxbury,  as  a  site  for  an 
engine  bouse,  amounting  to  $13  70;  said  amount  to 
bs  chartred  io  the  special  appropriation  for  New 
Bogln0  Houses. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent,  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  ELji ris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Commitree  od  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  the  Collector  is  hereby  directed 
to  refund  to  Nathaniel  F.  Safford  tbe  sum  of 
$215.51,  erroreously  assessed  upon  him  for  sewers 
in  Taylor,  Walout  aod  Water  streets;  also,  that 
an  assessceot  t  f  $39.02  and  the  costs  ther?oc,  col- 
lected from  tbe  estate  of  Joseph  L.  Lyon's  titwa 
foi  a  sewer  in  Bremen  street,  be  refunded. 

Read  twice  a  d  passed. 
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Order  tor  the  construction  of  sewers,  as  follows : 
In  Curtis  street.  West  Roxbury;  in  Maywood 
street;  in  Hayward  place.  Seveialiy  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  bearing  on  Monday  next,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  exoediency  of  constructing 
a  sevvei  in  Bow  street,  between  Jenuer  and  WeI- 
fora  streets.    Passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  SUeets  on  the  part  of  tiie 
Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages — L.  B.  Morre 
and  E.  A.  Remick,  $448,  laying  out  Swett  street; 
Frances  Wood,  $600, laying  out  Savia  Hill  avenue; 
Caroline  P.  Curne.',  $5154,  layi-g  out  Terrace 
street;  Wanen  W.  H.  Richaid>,  $2505  69,  -widen- 
ing or  Bowdcin  street ;  Frances  M.  Johnson,  $43,- 
200,  wideowg  of  Coogress  stieet.  Severally  read 
'  fwiee  and  passed. 

Order  of  notice  to  Roger  Drury,  James  W. 
Drury,  Michael  Killion,  Caroli*  e  P.  Curriej,  tbe 
Boston  Car  Sprirjp-  Company,  to  quit  on  Terrace 
street  on  or  before  the  first  iiay  of  Decembet  next 
ensuing.    Passed. 

BACK  BAY  BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Harris  submittsii  a  reoott  from  tfle 
Joint  Committee  on  Stree's,on  oetttion  of  Samuel 
D,  Crane  et  al.,  recomtnendng  toe  passage  of  the 
folio  *'icg: 

Oideed,  Toar  tbe  Joint  St  nciing  Cormi'tee  on 
Streets  oe  and  they  are  hereby  autho  izea  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  bridges  ovei  lhe  Bos- 
ton &  Providence  Railtoad  aod  the  Bojroo  &  Al- 
bany Railrcad,  at  the)  crossing  of  "We  t  Chester 
paik,  in  accordance  with  plan-i  a>  rl  specifications 
prepared  by  the  City  Engineer;  the  expense  for 
constructing  :  aid  bridges  Dot  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  $145,000. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Ald^rmai  Qumey  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Cojamittee  on  Divi:.ioh  of  Wards,  that  hi  comply- 
ing with  the  insructions  of  the  City  Council  to 
submit  a  scoeme  for  the  divisioo  oi  the  city  into 
twenty-four  «ards,  certain  expense1!  were  m- 
curied  t'o<  i  ervices  in  making  plans,  aod  they  rec- 
omaieud  the  passage  ot  the  following,  to  pay  tbe 
same: 

Ordered,  TL»t  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Daniel  C'oolidge,  for  services  ia  making  p'ans 
showing  tue  division  of  w-rds,  the  suui  of  $167, 
sain  sum  to  bacha>ged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Ineioentals. 

Alderman  Srebbi  s—I  would  ask  who  our  a  w 
p.int  r  is.    The  name  io  not  famibar  t  >  me. 

Alderman  Qumey— t' apoear^d  to  the  commit- 
tee that  it  would  be  better,  in  view  of  tu#»  nesii'rf- 
bility  of  not  having  the  ina.tet  tne  subject  ot  gen- 
eral conversation,  not  to  have  tbe  pri-  ting  done 
by  the  Citv  Printers,  ana  anotiier  one  was  em- 
ployed. Thee  were  eeiiaiu  maps  and  plans  m  de 
for  the  convenience  of  the  committee,  and  tDis  or- 
der is  to  i  ay  tor  them. 

Ald»i man  Worthmgcon  —  Where  was  the  print- 
ing done? 

Alderman  Qui  :cv — It  wa»  cone  in  pnotber  State. 
Tbe  printer  bapp-ned  to  be  piesent  at  a  roe-tug 
of  tb^  membeis  of  the  co  nmittee,  and  the  work 
was  given  to  nim  i"  pref-rence  to  having  it  none 
hereof  or  the  reason  that  it  was  de-irable  rot  m 
have  the  different  plans  the  subject  ot  general 
conversation  outside. 

Aid 6' man  Woifluugton — I  want  to  unc'eistand 
wheher  it.  was  done  atou'te  it  distance  from  Bos- 
ton or  not — whethei  H  was  done  in  Oregon  or 
California— or  what  State  it  was  done  in. 

Al'ierinan  Qui:)cy— So  far  as  I  know,  it  was  done 
in  Alba  y,in  tbe  State  of  N<sw  York. 

Aldermao  St'  b bins— I  would  as*  whether  we 
have  not  a  punting  coutraci  wit*i  a  responsible 
firm  in  Boston? 

Alderman  "Worthington—  And  reliable. 

Alderman  Stebbins— And  wbuher  we  are  not 
obi'geo  to  give  all  the  city  work  to  tbeu;  ?  I  don't 
see  how  ve  can  go  outside  so  long  as  we  b,»ve 
that  contract. 

Alderman  Power — It  neems  to  ms  we  are  not 
obliged  to.  for  several  departments  under  this 
Government  iret  their  printing  done  wh&ie  tney 
please— some  of  the  courts,  for  inst  inci . 

Alderman  Prescot — I  woulo  ask  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Coinnxitt?e  on  Printing  if  there *s a 
new  cootract  for  doing  the  city  glinting,  an. I 
whether  the  old  contract  did  not  sxpir?  some  time 
since? 


Alderman  Power — It  did  expire  some  time  since, 
but  under  the  authority  vested  in  the  committee 
the  contract  was  renewed  for  one  year. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  CeDt 
down. 

PROTECTION    01?   LABOREKS    IN   CONTRACTS    WITH 
THE  CITY. 

Alderman  Quiney  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Commit'eeon  Ordinances  that  the  or'!<-riu,-rela- 
tion  to  providing  for  tne  payment  of  laborer'-'  em- 
ployed by  persons  under  cootract  for  the  perfoon- 
ance  of  city  work,  ought  not  to  pass. 

Alderman  Quincv—  I  shall  not  as«  the  Eoa*d  to 
accept,  his  i eport  at  the  presenr  time,  but  shall 
move  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  to  allow  th?  coin- 
mitt' e  time  to  state  th^  rs  son-  fo  submiiti.igir. 
The  order  wa-- iotio  need  last  Thursoiy  and  re- 
ferred to  tbe  committee,  which  was  concurred  m 
bv  the  Council  on  fhe  same  evening,  and  the  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  report  todsy.  They 
founri  they  had  a  verv  difficult  subject  before 
them.  While  it  se-mpd  verv  desirable,  if  possi- 
ble, to  protect  ube  ernp'oyes  of  contractors,  at 
the  same  tims,  how  io  do  that  with  justice  to 
all  parries  is  by  no  means  easy,  and  the  com 
mittee  were  almost  unanimously  of  the  opinion 
that  the  order  in  its  prese  t  shape  ought'tot  to 
pass.  Had  thev  Dad  more  time  they  miVht  bave 
been  able  to  arrive  at  a  different  conclusion ;  but 
hems  requiivd  to  repi  r.  today,  they  instructed 
th  chairman  to  report  against  ere  passag- of  the 
order.  If  any  gei_tlemau  desires  to  move  to  re- 
commit tbe  report  I  shall  nor  object. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hairis,  the  report  «as 
lecommitteo  to  the  Committee  on  Orcinaiices. 

SEWING  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

O-  motion  of  Alder-nan  Pr>-scott,  the  Board 
took  from  the  tab'e  the  teport  of  Commtitee  oa 
PudUc  Instruction  lecommevding  an  order  for  an 
application  to  tbe  Legislature  for  authority  to 
appropriate  mo  ey  to  give  i.  'traction  in  sewing 
to  pupils  of  the  public  -ehonls.  (C"y  Pocutrent 
No.  108).    The  older  was  then  passed."  Sent  qow  . 

PAY  OF  LAMPLIGHTERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Ha-ri;,  the  Boaid  took 
from  the  table  the  report  and  r>roei"  fixing  t-e 
wages  of  the  gas-lairp  ]ig^<e,s  '  city  proper. 
East  B  stou.  South  Boston  tnd  Char  e'stowo  a4- 
t be  rate  of  1%  cents  per  lamp  pei  nignt:  and  tbe 
"ages  of  lamplighters  in  Roxbuiy.  Dorchester, 
West  Rjxbury  and  Brighton  at  the  rate  ot  $1.67 
per  day. 

Alderman  Stebbins — When  this  matter  was  be- 
fore tne  Board  t»o  or  t Me- weeks  sit.ee,  one  of 
the  Ian  pli^hte  8  appeared  ann  offereo  some  ob- 
jections to  the  passage  of  tne  arcter.  Sev  ral  oth- 
ers desire  to  ce  present  an  i  present  a-gumects; 
but  the  difficulty  i«  they  cannot  very  wed  be  in  at- 
ten  a'ice  u  til  seven  o'clock,  tbev  being  engaged 
on  duty  until  then.  I  don't  know  tb  t"th-8oatd 
Mould  get  any  additional  int  irmariuo  it  we  giant- 
ed  tuem  a  h"anig.    Tnat  i>  for  the  Board  to  :av. 

Alderman  Po.»er—  A<  1  ur.oersta'd  it,  the  com- 
mittee have  fully  considered  the  subject,  and 
made  this  repot  t  and  recomaiendatitn.  I  under- 
stood that .the  committee  were  unanimous,  aDd  if 
toey  are  still  ot  that  opinion  I  oou't  see  whr  it 
should  lie  upon  the  table  am  lot  ger.  or  why  it 
snonln  not  be  pissed,  as  recommended  by  the 
committee. 

Ainerman  Burrage — It  seems  to  me  we  might  as 
weil  t.ctupou  it.  1  don't  ii. aguie  we  shall  nave 
any  new  light  up.n  tbe  matter,  even  from  the 
'amplignttsrs.  We  nave  cnnsidered  the  matter 
pretty  thoroughly,  an  i  I  think  »e  bave  got  all 
the  iufoimatio.i  that  can  be  obtained  in  the  case. 
Of  co"jp  s  'ine  parties  object  to  having  their  pay 
reduced  unless  obey  are  ooliged  to;  but  on  the 
other  hand  theie  a-e  parties  who  shotila  have 
tiell  pav  increased.  It  ia  tbe  intemion  of  tne 
committe  to  make  the  pay  of  these  p.rties  io 
Charleston  n  con  ?sooud  with  th.t  of  those  in  the 
city  «ho  have  tne  same  woik  to  do.  The  facts 
seem  to  be  the»e.  as  i  uinlersr  iud  them:  Under 
the  o  d  system  thej  were  paid  two  ano  one-quarter 
cents  per  lamp  i  er  night,  and  the  average  number 
which  each  mar  lighted  per  night  »as 
seventy-five,  the  pay  amounting  to  $1.67;  now 
the  average  of  each  man  i<  108  or  110.  masing 
their  pay  about  $2.  It  is  true  tbpy  h  ve  more 
lamps  to  take  care  of  than  under  the  old  system. 
At  tirsr  tbev  .v;  re  reduced  to  tt  a  cents  per  lamp, 
and  no~  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  them  to  1\ 
cents.  Tie  comiuittee  think  it  a  fMC  COUnpeaSa- 
tion,  and  so  reported. 

The  orders  were  passed. 
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METROPOLITAN  TRACKS  TN  COURT  STREET. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
took  from  the,  table  the  order  to  notuy  tue  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Compai  y  to  discontinue  the  use 
of  the  Court-street  tracks  except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, the  question  being;  on  toe  adoption  of  the 
following;  substitute  Dreviously 'submitted  by  Al- 
derman stebbins,  who  accepted  an  amendment 
offered  by  Alderman  Burr -ire,  viz.: 

Ordered,  Tnat  notice  be  given  to  thu  Metropoli- 
tan Railroad  Company  to  <iis<*'intinue  the  use  of 
their  track  in  Court  Street,  between  Seollay  square 
and  Washington  stri  et,  except  lp  cass  ot  the  un- 
avoidable obstruction  of  the  tack  in  Cornhill  or 
in  Washington  street  betweeu  Cornhill  and  Court 
street;  provided,  however,  that  the  said  company 
may,  if  tliev  so  elect,  use  said  tracks  from  March 
1st  to  No vi' in ber  1st,  for  their  West  End  and  de- 
pot lines  ot  cars  luiing  all  houi  -  on  Sundays,  and 
on  every  week-dav  evening  after  six  o'clock. 

Akbrmau  Preocott— I  hope  the  g-utlenian  w<io 
introduced  this  ordei  Hill  give  us  some  explana- 
tion of  «t. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— I  don't  know  that  any  ex- 
planation I  can  make  will  throw  any  additional 
light  upon  it,  for,  as  printed  in  the  oruer  of  busi- 
ness, it  explai  s  itself.  If  passrd.it  will  allow 
the  railway  company  to  use  the  tacks  in  the  even- 
ing after  six  o'clock:  it  will  also  allow  them  10 
use  their  tracks  on  Su  days  at  all  hours exceLt 
durirg  the  wimer  moatas,  when  the  streets  are 
covered  with  snow.  I  ca  <  nardly see  any  objec- 
tion to  using  -h:;  track  in  that  «av,  and  if  there  is 
an  , ,  I  desire  to  know  what  it  can  be. 

Alderma')  Ouincy— I  cannot  vof  i  to  restnct  tho 
cempanyin  the  u«e  of  these  tracks,  loi  the  reason 
tnat  1  believ  ihey  ought  to  come  up,  ano  it  they 
are  to  be  used  constantly  I  think  they  will  com1* 
up  all  i he-  sooner.  An  actempt  to  restrict  the  use 
of  them,  it  seemsto  tnp.istartamounttc  a.i  admis- 
sion that  the  tracks  ought  no  i  to  be  there.  It  is  a  half 
way  measure.  I  believe  the  tracks  have  no  busi- 
ness th're,  tor  they  a  e  more  of  a  nuisance  than  a 
convenience  to  the  public.  That  principle  is  to  be 
our  guide  here.  Tv>  tracks  are  more  or  less  a 
nuisance  in  every  stteet,  though  in  some  streets 
rhe  convergence0  arc  greater  than  the  inconven- 
iences. 1  am  not  in  favor  of  restricting  cbs  com- 
pany in  the  use  ot  their,  because  I  believe  they 
should  be  removed. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  with  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  4  that  we  should  put  no  restrictions 
upon  the  company.  When  this  question  came 
b«foie  us  from  th  •  Paving  Committee  I  voted  to 
remove  those  tracks  fiom  Court  street  because  I 
believed  public  convenience  demanded  it;  and 
I  believe  this  Board  wane  a  mistake  in 
not  sooporti  g  that  measure  as  it  came 
(rom  the  committse.  But  if  we  allow  the 
tracks  to  remain  in  Court  street,  I  do  not  believa 
in  putting  restiictiors  upo:'  the  use  of  them. 
They  are  there  tor  use  and  not  for  ornament;  and 
if  they -.ie  for  use,  why  should  w?  interre<e  with 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  in  using  tnem?  For 
•bat  reason  I  sh>ll  vote  against  the  order. 

Alderman  Stebbin:-— The  question  of  allowing 
the  'racks  to  rematu  tas  already  been  passed 
upon  at ier  a  long  discuss'on.  We  must  all  admit 
'bat  tracks  are  a  nuisance ,  and  the  question  is 
how  we  can  best  regulate  it.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  best  way  is  to  restrict  the  railroad  company 
from  using  them  'at  all  hours  excep'  in  the  even- 
ing. There  are  cases  of  etne/geacy,  as  suggested 
in  the  amendment,  «hrre  they  can  be  used,  such 
as  the  blockiug  ot  Coinhnl  or  Washington 
street. 

Aldeiman  Quincy — It  seems  to  me  that  the  Al- 
derman f  =  lis  irto  the  very  common  fallacy  ot 
choosing  the  least  of  two  evils.  He  assumes  that, 
whether  the  use  of  the  cracks  i*  restricted  or  unre- 
stricted, there  are  two  evils,  and  of  course  we 
should  choose  the  least  ano  restrict  them.  I  don't 
like  that  view  of  it,  because  I  believe  that  if  the 
coaioanv  has  the  ui  restiicted  use  o"-  the  tracks 
th-v  will  come  up  tne  jooner;  and  by  allowing  a 
restricted  use  of  them  we  choose  the  least  of  two 
evils. 

Alderman  Burrage— 1  thought  as  first  that  i 
shou'd  vote  agaiast  this  order;  but  upon  further 
reflection  I  have  concluded  to  vote  for  it,  because 
I  believe  tbst  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread, 
though  in  that  I  disagree  with  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4.  Io  itself  the  track  is  an  unmitigated 
nuisauce,  and  should  be  taken  uo.  it  is  an  ob- 
struction to  travel  if  no  cars  go  through  there; 
but  it  is  more  of   an  obstruction   if   the  cais  are 


all  allowed,  and  by  removing  tbe  cars  duriog  the 
week  days  we  remove  just  so  much  of  the  nui- 
sance. Therefore  1  shall  vote  for  ibis  order,  be- 
cause it  does  not  comma  me  to  letting  the  track 
remain,  and  T  should  vote  tor  its  removal  just 
as  quickly  after  the  ptssage  of  this  order  as  I 
should  before. 

Alderman  Power— I  might  agree  with  my  asso- 
ciate on  the  Paving  Committee  [Alderman  Bar- 
rage] that  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  oread,  if 
we  had  the  choice;  nut  it  seems  to  me  >bat  this  is 
a  nonsensical  order  to  pass,  it  would  be  effective, 
if  the  Metropolitan  Railioad  so  elects;  but  ihey 
have  pei mis  io o  to  run  their  cars  there,  and  we 
cannot  stop  them  without  uiviug  them  six  mon'hs' 
notice,  as  1  understand  the  law.  It  says  "in  case? 
of  eniergetcy."  Who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  the 
eroergei.cy? 

Alderman  Burrage— It  says  "in  ease  of  the  un- 
avoidable obstru  tion." 

Alderman  Power— But  who  is  to  be  the  judge? 
It  is  very  evident  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
do  not  de<ue  to  run  their  cars  there,  an  1  perbaos 
they  wil*  comnlv  with  the  spuitof  the  order.  But 
they  have  a  loc?.tron  th.  ie,  and,  like  ad  otbercom- 
pauie-  when  they  <jnce  get  alocatiot,  they  never 
like  to  give  it  up.  I  agree  w  th  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4  that  it  is  bettu-  as  it  is.  This  Board  has 
cecided  tu;t  public  nectssity  rloe-  not  demand 
the  removal  of  these  tracks,  and  that  the 
waits  of  the  public  would  be  better  served 
by  having  them  remain  than  by  having  O  em 
taken  op ;  and  therefore  I  thit:k  we  had  better  let 
ibe  matter  remain  as  it  is.  I  1  ave  not  yet 
changed  my  mind  that  they  are  a  great  incoti  v-  n- 
lence  to  tbe  onblic  and  that  public  convenience 
would  be  b<  tier  served  bv  taking  th»ru  up.  Everv 
day  they  run  teir  cars  through  there  tae  incon- 
venience becomts  more  apparent,  and  if  taev 
h".ve  the  uirestiicteduseof  the  tracks,  the  sooner 
they  will  be  removed.  Therefore  I  sball  vote 
against  this  order. 

Ai&i-rman  Prescott — It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  well  to  leave  this  matter  as  it  ha3  ai- 
res dv  been  1  tt  by  the  Board  of  Aldeimen  with- 
out putting  ou  any  restrictions  I  do  cot  think 
the  railroad  is  inclined  to  us*  tbe  tracks  in  Court 
street  so  as  to  discommode  tbe  public.  I  do  not 
think  these  tracks  are  used  unless  by  a  very  few 
catsdurig  the  nay,  except  when  the  street  is 
coooparative'y  free  from  vehicles.  While  this 
matter  is  up,  I  should  like  to  state, as  my  observa- 
tion in  regard  to  tbis  matter,  which  was  so 
thoroughly  aiseus-ed  for  three  months,  that  there 
appears  to  be  something  very  singular  in  regard 
t©  it.  While  the  matter  was  urder  discussion 
there  seemel  to  be  mo>e  or  less  blocking  upon 
Court  street,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  much 
larger  number  of  teams  upon  Couit  street  then 
tha-i  there  has  been  since.  I  do  not  offor  any  expla- 
nation of  this,  nor  can  I  give  ooe;  but  I  am  free  to 
state  that  I  have  taken  the  oaios  to  ob  erve  the 
trav-Ll  on  Court  street,  r  no  there  has  notbe-oso 
much  blocjing  there  within  tne  last  sixty 
days.  If  to  sbou'd  pass  this  order  it  w-uld 
not  allow  cars  co  be  rua  there  between 
Nov.  1st  aoc'  Maich.  1st,  except  in  cases 
of  emergency.  I  can  see  ro  reason  why 
a  ceitain  number  of  ears  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  run  in  Court  street  in  November,  as  well 
as  io  Ocioj^r.  If  it  is  thought  .wise  to  restrict 
the  runniug  of  these  cars  to  ihe  months  when 
there  is  no  now  upon  tbe  ground,  it  can  also  be 
said  that  the  ruo  ing  of  the  cars  when  there  is 
snow  opon  the  ground  mav  be  of  very  great  use 
to  the  citizens  in  allowing  the  passage  of  vehicles, 
ard  especially  in  the  passage  of  onr  steam  fire 
engines  to  case  of  flre.  inasmuch  as  this  street 
does  not  seem  to  be  crowded  at  this  time,  so  far  as 
m\  obs-rvanon  gnts,  I  believe  it  will  be  entirely 
sate  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  is  and  not  place  any 
restrictions  upon  it. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  am  glad  the  Alderman 
takes  that  view  of  it,  for  I  believe  that  the  unre- 
stricted use  of  the  tra  ks  will  bring  them  up, 
and  be  will  vote  with  ine  against  the  order. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  don't  wish  to  reflect  upon 
the  gentleman's  powers  of  observation,  but  1 
v  oudd  remark  that  he  coul  l  n't  see  any  block  in 
Court  street  before;  wttereas  he  now  acknowl- 
edges there  weie  blocks. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
■order  as  amended,  an1  it  was  rejected — 5  fci,  6 
again*  r. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 


COMMON      COUNCIL. 


625 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    11,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7l/2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  tue  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OE  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  ficis  and  alarms  for  October;    Audit- 
or's monthly  exhibit  tor  Nov.  6;  quarterly  repoits 
of  Superi-at-uaei't  of  Norto  ScaUs,  City  Clerfc  and 
■   Overseers  of  thu  Poor.    Severally  plated  on  file. 

Sundry  petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance  of  report 
and  ortlei  from  Committee  on  Street-,  upon  peti- 
tion of  S.  D.  Crune  and  others,  that  said  commit- 
tee be  authorized  tc  contract  for  the  construction 
of  bridges  ove>  Boston  &  Providence  aim  boston 
&  Albany  railroad"  at  th"  crossing  of  West  Ches- 
ter park,  according  to  plans  and  specifications  of 
City  Engineer;  expense  not  to  exceed  $145,000. 
Concurred. 

Recommitment  ot  report  of  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, that  the  orcer  to  require  contractors  for 
city  work  fo  give  bonds  to  pay  persons  employed 
by  them,  ought  not  to  pass.    Concurred. 

"Order  in  new  draft,  >ecomonet.'ded  in  report  of 
Committee  oo  Public  Icsiructi'ii,  requesting  the 
Mayo  to  petition  the  next  Legislature  to  am  hor- 
ize  th"  city  to  appropriate  money  for  toe  purpose 
of  instructing  in  sewing  the  f '-.males  connected 
with  the  public  schools.  (Printed  Ciiy  Doc.  No. 
108,  1875.)    Passea. 

Or  ers  reported  l»v  Committee  on  Division  of  the 
Wards  to  pay  Daniel  Coolioge  $167,  foi  making 
plans  showing  the  division  of  the  wards;  and  Joel 
Mumeli  $10.66,  for  printing  the  proposed  ward 
boundaries;  said  sums  tj  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation foj  Incidentals.  Seveially  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Order  that  the  city  assume  the  taxes  on  land 
recently  boueht  of  J.  H.  Billings  and  others,  on 
Mt.  Veinoo  street,  West  Roxbury,  as  a  site  for  an 
engine  house,  amounting  to  $13.70;  to  be  charged 
to  ttie  appropriation  for  New  Engine  Houses. 
Passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  preserving  tbe  trees  on  Tie- 
mont-sireet  mall,  and  report  if  it  is  practicable 
and  expedient  to  convey  moisture  to  iheir  roots 
by  artificial  means.    Passed. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  allow  the  bill  of  G.  H.  Williams, 
amounting  io  $157.50,  lor  materials  furnish-,  d  the 
Paving  Deparuw.t.     rassed  io  concurrence. 

Ordei  authorizing  the  placing  of  au  inscription 
on  the  pedestal  of  the  statue  of  General  Glover, 
and  to  grare  nbe  grounds  around  said  statue,  *t 
notsxceeding  $500,  to  be  trausfeired  from  rhe 
appropriation  for  Watering  Streets.  Passed  in 
concurrence— yeas  53,  nays  0. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $1500  from  the  item  for 
"pay  of  patiolmeo"  to  that  for  "repairs  of.station 
houses"  iu  Polic°  appropriation.  Pa»red  in  con- 
currence—yeas  53,  nays  0. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  take  this  occasion  to  call 
attention  to  an  imoortant  ma'ter  in  regard  to  the 
new  division  of  wards.  City  Document  111  clones 
in  this  way : 

"Section  2— This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on 
and  after  the  lenth  day  of  November  next." 

If  continued  in  this  shape,  it  carries  the  whole 
matter  over  to  November  of  text  year,  this  ordi- 
nance having  been  approved  on  the  fifth  of  No- 
vember, 1875.  In  view  of  this  unfortunate  mis- 
take, I  desiie  at  this  time  to. offer  an  amended 
ordinauce.  aod  move  that  the  rule  be  suspended 
that  it  may  b&  considered  at  tbe  present  moment 
and  put  through  tonight. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  Mr.  Shaw  offered 
the  following: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  An  ordinance  providing  for  anew  di- 
vision ot  the  city  into  wards,  etc. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. : 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordi- 
nance provioing  for  a  new  division  of  the  city  into 
wards,"  which  passed  Nov.  5,  1875,  is  hereby 
amended  in  the  second  section  thereof  by  striking 
out  the  words  "tenth  day  of  November  next,"  and 


inserting  "twentieth  day  of  November,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventv-fivp,"  for  the  purpose  of  toe 
issue  of  warrants  and  the  appointment  of  Ward 
Officers  for  toe  next  Municipal  Election;  and  for 
all  other  purposes  said  ordinance  shall  take  ef- 
fect on  December  13, 1875. 

Mr.  Kimhali  of  Ward  6—1  beard  late  this  after- 
noon, sir,  that  ihe  orainance  was  defective  io  tbe 
manner  indicated  by  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward 
5;  and  although,  of  course,  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances had  no  authority  to  confer  with  tbe  City 
Solicitor  in  regaro  to  it,  yet  deeming  if  an  impor- 
tant questioo,  I  took  the  liberry  of  going  t>  him 
in  com  oany  with  the  onlv  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee O'j  Ordinances  I  could  find  at  that  late 
horr — after  five  o'clock.  In  conference  with  the 
City  Solicitor,  we  found  that  in  his  opinion  the  or- 
dinance just  referred  to  was  void,  and  if  void,  no 
amendment  to  it  could  be  made.  The  question 
the  j  comes  up,  if  that  be  so,  what  is  the  safe 
course  to  pursue?  After  further  consultation 
with  ihe  City  Soliciior  we  ascert^inea  that  iu  his 
opinion  tfc  3  only  safe  course  fot  us  Co  pursue  was 
to  repe;.l  ciie  ordinance  we  had  passed  and  re- 
enact  another.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  amend- 
meot  of  the  eentleman  from  Ward  5  will  not  pre- 
vail. Should  it  not  prevail,  I  have  an  oidin/nce 
io  offer  in  connection  with  this  subject  repealing 
the  oroinance  we  have  passed. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  have  equally  as  good  autbority  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  for  saying  that 
this  amended  ordinance  is  all  that  is  required. 
Since  dark  Ibis  evening  the  City  Clerk  waited 
upon  me-  with  that  ordinance  iu  his 
hand  ;  he  said  he  had  been  trying  during 
tbe  afternoon  to  find  some  of  tne  C'tnnuttee  on 
Ordinancss,  but  not  one  of  them  could  be  touud. 
He  found  me,  however,  and  made  that  statement. 
It  is  all-sufficient  and  all  that  is  required.  All 
that  renders  tb.  ordicaoce  void  is  the  »ord  "next" 
and  ihat  certainly  is  lei  ealed,  a.d  an  ordinance 
berebv  enacted  which  is  entirely  sufficient  io  tbe 
opiniou  ot  the  City  Solicitoi,  and  in  the  ttat  meot 
made  by  the  City  Solicitor  as  given  to  me  by  the 
City  Clerk.  Therefore  acting  iu  good  faith  I 
have  offered  the  ordinance  at  bis  request. 
I  believe  it  to  be  entirely  sufficient  in  every 
particular,  and  if  it  weie  not  so  I  think  the  keen 
eye  of  the  Piesident,  who  has  examined  it,  would 
find  the  defect,  nd  f  am  willing  co  1  ave  it  to  his 
decision  and  opiniou. 

Mr. Kimball— 1  don't  doubt  tne  statemeut  ot  the 
gentleman  from  W-rd  5  a«  to  the  communication 
of  the  City  Clerk  that  tuere  hail  been  a  confer- 
ence with  the  City  Solicitor;  but  I  tbink  there 
must  be  some  mistake  in  the  mattei,  as  since  six 
o'clock  the  City  Solicitor  said  he  h^d  been  Called 
upon  by  no  per»oo  in  this  matter,  and  ir,  was 
the  first  time  he  had  learned  there  was  this 
supposed  defect  in  the  ordinance  we  had  passed. 
As  the  validity]  of  tbe  monicipal  election  and 
the  right  to  hold  office  of  the  officeis  cho=en 
will  depeud  u|.on  the  legality  of  the  oidioiace 
dividing  the  city  into  new  wards, I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  uot  takd  any  step  which  may  end  in  any 
legal  difficulties  hereafter,  where  there  is  a  sim- 
pler way  of  doing  it  thau  by  amending  tbe  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Wbitooore  of  Ward  4—1  should  have  been 
much  obliged  to  tbe  member  from  Ward  6  if  he 
had  stated  what  was  the  defect  that  ren- 
dered the  ordioance  void.  My  attention  was 
called  to  this  same  matter  today.  I  under- 
stood that  it  was  to  be  int  oouced  into 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  next  Monday  in 
an  amended  form;  but  the  statement  made  1o  me 
was  in  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  statute  which 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  officers  for  the 
new  wards  did  not  allow  them  to'take  office  until 
the  13th  of  Decemoer,  and  that  it  was  oesirable 
that  the  old  ward  organizations  should  be  kept  up 
uniil  lae  new  officers  could  hold  tbe  offices 
in  the  new  ward— that  being  a  matter  which  es- 
caped the  attentiou  of  the  committee  in  copying 
the  ordinance  providing  for  the  new  divi- 
sion ten  years  ago.  So  far  as  the  mat- 
ter of  grammar  is  ococerneo  the  ordinance 
as  printed  is  correct; — that  is  to  say,  in  the 
Dhraceology  employed — and  the  10th  day  of 
November  next  would  be  understood  to  mean  this 
year;  hut  inasmuch  as  thb  opinion  of  the  City  So- 
iiciror  has  been  taken,  and  as  the  phraseology  of 
laws  should  be  governed  by  the  rules  laid  down 
by  lawyers,  I  tllink  it  would  be  very  foolish  to  ac- 
cept the  phraseology  employed  in  ordinary  con- 
versation. For  that  reason  I  am  desirous  of 
adopting  any  amendment  bv  which  the  defect 
can  be  remedied  at  once.     I  only  hope  that  mv 
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friends  from  Wards  5  and  6  will  harmonize  their 
differences  at  once  aDd  tafee  steps  to  offer  a  valid 
ordinance  for  a  new  division  of  wards. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12—1  have  only  one  sugges- 
tion to  mate.  I  think  the  natural  inference  or 
understanding  of  the  phrase  "tenth  day  of  No- 
vember next"  would  be  the  next  tenth  day  of  No- 
vember subsequent  to  the  passage  and  approval 
of  chi»  ordinance.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  put  my  ipse 
dixit  against  the  legal  adviser  of  the  city,  and  if 
he  s-ays  that  by  tbe  introduction  of  chat  language 
the  ordinance  is  void,  I  think  it  is  plain  that  we 
can  Dot  amend  it;  we  cannot  validate  it  by  any- 
thing we  can  do.  Consequently  it  is  precisely  as 
easy  to  repeal  the  ordinance  as  it  stands  and  then 
ameod  a  copy  of  it  aud  ree'nact  it.  Tbat,  sir,  is 
the  shortest  and  most  correct  way  of  accomplish- 
ing this  end,  ai*d  meeting  wbat  appears  to  be  the 
difficulty,  according  co  the  opinion  of  those  whose 
legsal  advice  we  are  bound  to  cake.  I  hope  we 
shall  take  tbat  course, — accepting  the  ordinance 
as  being  void ;  let  us  repeal  it,  amend  a  copy,  and 
reenact  it  as  amended.  By  that  means  we  shall 
avoid  any  complication,  remove  any  doubt  and 
question  hereafter. 

Mr.  Shaw — As  there  is  ao  apparent  discrepancy 
between  me  and  my  friend  from  trie  Sixth  Ward, 
it  is  proper  to  say  that  the  City  Solicitor  I  referred 
to  was  Mr.  Stackpole,  »ho  is  always  called  the 
City  Solicitor  «vhea  ne  is  consulted.  Tbe  ordi- 
nance is  in  Mr.  McCleary's  writing  aDd  he  said  to 
me  that  the  order  was  drawn  uuaer  the  guioance 
of  Mr.  Stackpole.  I  have  no  notion  to  adhere  to 
but  d' sire  the  best  and  surest  way.  I  introduced 
the  ordinance  by  the  advice  of  the  City  Clerk,  but 
perhaps  undei  toe  circumstances  it  had  bettei  be 
withdiawn  and  that  ot  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
6  concurred  in.    1  want  to  have  it  right. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  ordinance  was 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Kimball  offered  the  following : 
An  Ordinance 
To  Repeal  an  Ordinance  Providing  for  a  new  Di- 
vision of  the  City  into  Wards. 

Be  it  oidained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Com- 
mon Council,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  passed  on  the  fifth 
day  of  November,  1875,  eutitled  "An  Ordinance 
providing  for  a  new  Division  of  the  City  into 
Wards"  is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Shaw  called  aiteution  to  toe  enacting  clause 
and  on  his  motion  the  word  "Mayor"  was  stucken 
out. 

The  question  was  on  gi  ying  the  ordinance  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  JTlynn  of  Ward  7 — I  hope  the  ordinance  will 
not  be  given  a  second  reading,  because  if  it  is,  it 
opens  up  the  whole  subject  of  the  wards  to  be  dis- 
cussed unless  the  pievious  question  is  ordered.  I 
understand  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  that 
he  has  amen  dm  nts  which  he  pro  uosea  to  offer, 
changing  the  bou  clary  lines  of  certain  wards  if 
that  ordinance  is  passed.  If  that  is  done  in  shall 
not  get  through  with  it  for  a  week.  I  thiuk  tbe 
ordinance  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
5  will  'over  everything. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — I  dou't.think  we  ought 
to  let  any  fear  of  that  kind  trouble  us  in  regard 
to  chat  matter.  The  opinion  of  the  majority  has 
been  so  wed  expressed  that  such  an  effort  will  be 
easil.,  overcome.  I  don't  imagine  th it  if  the  gen- 
tleman s'ltmld  take  advantage  of  chat  opportunity 
be  vould  succeed  very  far. 

Mr  Flynn— I  withdvaw  my  objeccion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  tne  rule  was  suspend- 
ed audtue  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time  aud 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wilson— I  would  like  to  go  slowly  and  be 
Sure  tbat  the  thing  is  correct.  I  don't  k  low  what 
purooses  otbei  people  may  have,  but  1  believe  the 
safest  way  is  for  us  to  euact  the  ordinance  anew 
and  repeal  tne  present  one.  That  is  the  customary 
way,  and  to  say  in  tbe  concluding  sectioa  that  the 
ordinance  oa»sed  at  such  a  rime  is  nereby  repeal- 
ed. Tn  order  to  introduce  an  ordiaaoce  describ- 
ing the  wards  and  naming  the  time  when  it  shall 
take  effect,  which  shMI  be  proper  and  right,  I 
move  that  this  one  b°  laid  uoou  the  table.  I  t  Biuk 
tbat  is  our  way  out  of  the  dhemma,  because  I  cau 
see  very  plainly  tost  it  may  be-in  the  power  of  a 
few  gentlemen  to  postpone  this  mat'er.if  they  see 
fit. 

Mr.  Fitzgeialdof  Ward  7— I  think  there  is  still 
an  easier  way  of  gecting  out  of  this  dilernnu.  It 
isevident  the  intention  of  tneCouacii  is  that  there 
shall  be  no  discussion  uooo  this  questiou,  and 
that  we  shall  get  through  it  as  expeditiously  as  we 
can.    Why  not  incorporate  the  original  ordiuance 


in  chat  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  put  a  repealing  clause  at  the  end  of  it? 

Mr.  Wilson— That  is  what  I  propose  to  do. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— It  can  be  done  io  the  shape  of 
an  amendment.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
will  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  I  will 
offec  the  original  ordinance  as  an  amendment,  ex- 
cept with  a  change  in  the  last  section.  We  can 
pass  the  amendment,  and  toat  will  repeal  the  orig- 
inal ordinance. 

Mr.  Wilson — That  is  my  very  point — that  we 
should  enact  a  new  ordinaoce  and  repeal  tbe  old 
one.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — f  offei  the  original  ordinance  as 
an  amendment,  togetae^  with  a  change  in  section 
2,  and  anew  section,  as  follows: 

Section  2.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on 
and  after  the  20th  day  of  November,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  issuing  warrants  and  the  appointment  of 
ward  officers  for  the  next  municipal  election ;  and 
for  other  purposes  this  ordinance  shall  take  effect 
on  Dec.  13, 1875. 

Sect.  3.  The  ordinance  passed  on  the  fifth 
day  of  November,  1875,  eutitled  "  An  ordinance  pro- 
viding for  a  new  division  of  the  city  into  warns," 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.Kimbsll— As  I  understand,  tne  question  now 
before  the  Council  is  the  ordioance  as  printed  in 
City  Document  111,  striking  out  section  2  only. 

The  President — And  the  modified  section  2.  It 
is  really  an  amendment  totae  ordinance  offered 
by  yourself,  striking  out  the  first  part  and  insert- 
ing the  original  ordinance  giving  tbe  boundaries 
of  the  wards,  and  adding  a  ne*  section. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— I  would  lise  to  see  if  I 
distinctly  understand  the  amendment  It  is  tbe 
ordinaoce  in  City  Document  111  down  to  section 
2,  with  seciion  2  modified  io  relation  to  the 
time  it  shall  take  6ffect;  and  section  3  repeals 
the  ordinance  in  City  Document  111.  If  that  be 
so,  I  presume  rhe  whole  question  is  now  ooen  for 
amendment.  That  being  the  case,  I  should  like 
to  offer  amendme'its  affecting  the  lines  of 
Wards  6,  7,  8,  9,  10.  11,  12  and  17  as  print- 
ed. 1  don't  know  tbat  I  can  bring  ir  be- 
fore the  Council  better  than  by  reading  the 
amendments  I  propose  to  offer.  I  regret  very 
much  to  consume  the  time  of  the  Council,  if  they 
have  determined  that  no  amendments  shall  be  of- 
fered to  the  ordinance  we  have  already  passed; 
but  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Council  will  not  per- 
mit discussion  upon  the  amendments  which  I 
shall  offei,  even  though  they  may  afterward  de- 
cide that  chey  will  not  adopt  chem.  Unfortunate- 
ly—if  the  Chair  will  allow  me  to  continue  my  re- 
marks before  reading  lhe  amendments — when 
the  question  was  first  before  the  Council 
I  was  necessarily  absent  in  the  discharge 
of  duties  which  I  had  assumed  prior  to  receiving 
a  seat  io  this  chamber.  I  was  very  sorry,  whsn 
absent,  in  readiag  tae  proceedings  of  this  body,  to 
find  with  what  unnecessary  haste,  as  it  then  and 
has  ever  since  seemed  to  rhe,  tbe  ordinance  was 
passed  through  this  branch.  I  noticed  that  gen- 
tlemen f  i  ooi  other  wards,  who  stated  to  tbr-  Coun- 
cil that  in  cheir  opinion  their  wards  had  been — I 
will  not  say  harshly  dealt  with,  but — unnecessari- 
ly changed,  were  permitted  to  offer  amendments 
which  established,  so  far  as  the  gentlemeu  repre- 
sent iog  tho-e  wards  desired,  the  old  lines,  and 
those  amendments  were  accepted  by  the  Com- 
mittee or  adopted  by  this  Council.  Unfortunate- 
ly, tbe  ward  which  I  represent  in  part  has  not,  it 
seems  io  me,  fared  so  well  at  tbe  hands  of  ihe 
City  Govei  nuieut  &s  it  ought  to  have  done  I 
tbiok  tbe  lines  weie  uciieees*aril\-  changed  ;  the 
portion  of  old  Ward  6  whiob  lies  north  of  Cam- 
bridge Street  was  takea  and  a<Hled  to  tbe  adja- 
cent ward,  and  thai,  portioi  which  extends  do. vn 
to  tne  Milldam  and  West  Ci  ester  v>  rk  .va<  taken 
off  and  added  to  still  aootier  sljacent  ward  on 
the  south.  Mvdesireis  thai  W  aide  shall  receive  at 
tl  fl  bands  of  ibis  and  the  other  branch,  unless  good 
reasons  can  be  shown  to  tbe  contrary — ao*  none 
have  yet  been  shown  to  me— the  same  c  modera- 
tion that  tbe  wards  in  the  south  part  of  the  city 
have  received;  and  T  desiie  to  make  this  amend- 
ment to  Ward  6,  without  reading  ii  iu  detail,  tbat 
tbe  territirv  north  ot  Cambridge  street  sh  11  be 
restored  to  Ward  3— if  the  Chair  will  pardon  me,  I 
must  use  tbe  old  numbeis.  uot  being  familiar  with 
the  mw  ones— nd  that  die  portion  ou  the  Mill- 
dam  shall  be  restored  to  Ward  6.  My  colleague: 
and  myself  had,  prior  to  the  last  mcr-tiug  of  the 
Couucil,  prepared  a  small  tabular  statement  show- 
ing that  if  the  changes  which  1  shall  propose 
were  adopted  the  number  of  voters  in  the 
wards     affected     would      remain     substantially 
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equal.  This  matter  came  up  so  suddenly  this 
afternoon— I  not  expecting  after  tne  vote  of  the 
last  meeiing  that  I  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
speak  io  behalf  of  my  ward  again — that  1  have 
not  Q-d  an  opp Tunicy  t  >  obtain  anv  of  those  fig- 
ures and  lay  them  before  the  Council.  I  ask  the 
Couucii,  thei etui e— those  of  them  who  do  not  re- 
member the  fact— to  take  ray  stateme&t  that  the 
figures  as  verified  By  the  City  Clerk,  a.ad  which 
appeared  upon  that  paper,  made  the  numbers 
of  (he  voters  affected  by  the  amendmenc  sub- 
stantially toe  same.  In  making  this  ap- 
peal for  Waid  6,1  desiie  to  state  co  the  Coun- 
cil—what may  not  be  known  to  many  of 
them— that  whichever  line  is  adoot-d  I  am 
shut  out  from  "Ward  6;  and,  therefore,  it  is  no 
personal  appeal  upon  my  part  to  be  leiustated  in 
my  old  v&id.  And,  furthei,  Mr.  President,  were 
I  still,  by  any  proposer)  amendment  which  I  shall 
make,  to  be  located  in  Ward  (i,  ic  is  not  aud  never 
has  been  my  intention  to  accept  for  a  third  term 
the  gift  of  a  seat  in  this  branch.  Therefore,  I 
feel  ibat  I  can  speak  v  ithout  having  any  member 
impute  to  me  a  o>sir3  to  protect  myself.  The 
Council  will  naturally  ask,  wav  should  this  change 
be  made?  It  .seems  "to  me  that  mv  constituents 
might  have  asked,  io  the  first  instance,  why  was 
the  charge  made  by  the  committee?  It  was 
an  unnecessary  change;  nothing  was  gaiued 
by  it;  the  old  lines  of  the  ward  were  dis- 
turbed, aod  every  line,  except  that  by  tha  water, 
was  changed  by  the  committee's  repoit.  For 
twenty  years,  I  think— and  I  am  not  surn  but  it  is 
thirty — the  Hue  of  Ward  6  commenced  at  the  foot 
of  Cambridge  street,  at  the  water  by  the  bridge, 
and  ran  up  thtough  the  middle  of  Cambtidge 
street,  sometimes  passing  through.  Hancock  street, 
and  sometimes  thiough  Temple  street.  As  now 
proposed  it  conies  it  back  and  puts  it  through 
Joy  street.  Furthet  than  ttiat,  after  having  cross- 
ed'the  hill,  the  line  ran  down  through  Bea- 
con street  —  I  think  for  the  s.;.me  period  it 
was  bouoded  by  tnac  line  for  twenty  or 
thirty  years  —  and  extended  down  through 
the  middle  of  Beacon  street  to  the  eod 
of  the  city  limits  until  the  teuitory  bounded  by 
Commonwealih  avenue  and  Arlington  street  was 
built  upon.  Since  then  it  has  run  down 
to  the  end  of  the  city  limits  ir  that  direc- 
tion. Nov,  in  making  an  appeal  for  Ward  6,  it 
may  be  asked,  Why  should  not  the  voters  of  that 
ward  remain  together?  The  committee  have 
given  no  reason  why  they  should  not;  a;  d  iii  no 
discussion  in  this  branch  have  any  reasons  been 
given  wbv  not,  excpt— if  that  may  be  called  a 
reason — that  that  portion  of  the  map  being 
inked  and  shown,  it  appealed  something  like  what 
was  called  in  ti>e  other  branch  a  pan-handle.  It 
is  easy  to  call  a  «aot  of  symmetry  by  a  face- 
tious farm;  but  it  is  not  au  argumert.  It  is 
a  serious  question  to  treat  the  boundary  line 
of  a  wai  d  in  a  way  that  v  ill  provoke  a  smile.  In 
the  amendment  which  Ipiopose,  the  line  will  run 
down  by  Park  street,  taking  in  the  Public  G*  rden, 
then  down  Commonwealth  avenue,  so  as  to  make 
the  boundary  of  the  ward  more  symmetrical,  if 
gentlemen  of  the  City  Council  shall  think  symme- 
try of  any  consequence.'  But  in  all  the  other 
wards  1  tliink,  without  exception,  that  no  regard 
has  been  paid  to  symmetry,  except  perhaps  in  one 
or  two  in  the  outlying  portions  of  ths  city.  The 
wards  of  ths  citv  proper,  as  delineated  u^on  the 
map.c&nnotbesaid  to  have  any  symmetry.  I  think 
that  symmetry  has  nothing  to  do  with  this,  be- 
cause if  .his  ordinance  takes  effect  do  map  win 
he  made  showing  by  colors  the  form  of  the  wards, 
as  none  has  o>  eu  made  heretofore,  and  nooe  is  in 
existence  nov  showing  m  colors  the  outlines  of 
the  piesent  wards.  The  reason  I  ask  that  the  lines 
of  Ward  6  shall  be  restored  —  which,  had  I 
been  a  member  of  tne  committee,  I  should  have 
urged,  in  running  the  line-<  of  all  the  wards — 
is  this:  No  line  of  a  vard  should  oh  changed  if 
it  were  possible  to  prevent  it,  which  should  sep- 
erate  any  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ward, 
except  so  far  as  it  was  absolutely  necessary, 
from  those  with  whom  they  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  acting  politically.  In  using  the 
term  "political,"  1  do  not  use  it  in  any  partisan 
sense;  I  do  not  mean  as  Republicans  or  Demo- 
crats, but  in  the  broader  sense — those  who  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  associating  in  political  mat- 
ters. I  think  that  is  a  good  reason  tor  not  chang- 
ing the  lines,  although  I  offer  it.  Take  my  own 
case :  By  the  new  ordinance  I  am  placed  in  what 
is  called  Ward  10.  I  do  not  kDow  the  number  of 
voters  out  off  by  running  the  line  through  Joy 
street,  but  we  take  io  a  portion  of  what  was  old 


Wards  4  and  5, 1  tjink.  Now,  I  am  not  acquaint- 
ed with  r'ie  gentlemen  in  Ward  4  who  either  seek 
office  for  themselves  or  for  others.  Neither  ;  in  I 
acqu  tinted  with  the  gentlemen  in  Ward  5.  It 
will  take  the  gsntlemeu  set  off  from  Waid6 
a  lO'g  time  to  get  acquainted  with  tb  se 
from  Wards  4  and  5;  and  it  will  take  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  wards  some  time  to  get  acquainted 
with  those  set  off  from  Ward  6.  Now,  I  ask  if  a 
man  can  go  co  a  caucus  or  the  polls  and  suppoit  a 
man  with  much  mteiligei  ce  if  he  is  ignorant  of 
the  personal  qualities,  habiis,  chaiaccei  »n<i  dis- 
position of  tne  candidate.  That  is  t*ie  main  rea- 
son why  I  uige  that  the  lines  of  Ward  6  shall  be 
restored  in  the  manner  I  have  indicated.  Of 
course — I  ask  pardon  of  the  Council  if  the  sub- 
ject is  weaiving;  but  still  I  think  I  ought  to 
make  one  more  effort  to  get  justice  from 
this  body— if  the  lines  are  thus  changed, 
it  will  necessitate  a  charge  in  rne  lines 
of  what  is  now  Ward  3,  and  corresponding 
changes  in  the  lines  of  some  of  the  other  wards. 
The  changes  I  propose  are  substantially  those 
offered  in  the  other  brauch  by  Aloerrnan  P.  escott, 
with,  some  variations.  I  don't  feel  like  taking  the 
time  of  tne  Council  by  reading  all  these  amend, 
inerts.  I  should  much  prefer  to  read  simply 
the  amendment  I  propose  for  Ward  6,  and,  If  the 
Council  shall  a;opt  that,  then  I  will  offer  the 
amendments  affecting  the  other  wards.  If  the 
meino-rs  of  the  Council  feel  that  tney  can- 
not intelligently  vote  upon  the  question  until 
the  amendments  to  the  lines  of  the  other 
wards  ae  read,  of  course  I  will  read 
them;  but  it  seems  to  me  chat  by  voting 
upon  the  proposed  amendment  to  Ward  6,  1  can 
ascertain  fro  ri  the  Council  whether  they  are  in- 
clined to  peimit  any  amendments,  or  whethar  it  is 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  this  Council  that  we 
should  pass  tbii  old  ordinance  as  it  now  i*.  Lest 
it  might  possibly  be  thought  there  should  not  bs 
time  to  make  the  proposed  changes  and  get  the 
lists  ready  eitbet  for  the  caucus  or  the  municipal 
election,  I  will  state  that  the  election  does  not 
occur  till  the  14th  of  December,  as  is  well  known 
to  most  of  the  gentlemen  present.  Although  I 
have  not  called  upon  the  legistrars  personally, 
from  information  I  have  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  will  be  time  to  prepare  the  lists.  And, 
Mr.  President,  let  me  say  one  tbiog  fur- 
ther; I  am  prepared  to  make  this  compromise  or 
agreement,  and  I  think,  •  o  f ar  as  my  colleagues 
and  the  genrlemeo  from  W«<rd  4,  who  desire 
the  change  proposed,  are  concerned ; — that  if  the 
Council  shall  adopt  the  change*  we  ask,  and  if  the 
•  Board  of  Aldermen  do  notcoDcur  in  them,  but 
shall  adopt  the  ordinance  as  now  printed  in  City 
Document  111,  we  will  withdiaw  all  ODposition 
and  favor  toe  adoption  of  ths  ordinance  as  it  is 
now  pric  ted  in  Cicy  Document  111. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  had  hoped  that  this 
matter  had  bee;)  set  at  rest  and  that  the  action 
this  evening  would  be  merely  formal.  I  certainly 
hope  cho  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6  will  not  be  adopted,  if  he  had  been 
here  at  th°  time  he  stated  he  was  not,  he  would 
have  koown  that  the  amendments  proposed  this 
evening  have  been  acted  upon  by  this  Council 
before.  The  expression  of  the  Council  and  rhe 
Board  of  Aldermen  has  been  taken  by  a  large 
majority.  There  is  hardly  a  question  but  if  this 
Council  should  accept  it  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
would  defeat  it;  and  under  those  circumstances 
I  think  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  delay  the 
matter  any  further.  I  tbmk  I  can  say 
thac  I  sympathize  with  the  gentleman  in  his 
motion,  ana  I  wish  it  could  be  passed;  but 
there  is  a  law  of  humanity  which  requires  us  to 
put  suffering  creatures  ouc  of  misery  as  soon  as 
we  can.  I  mink  the  minority  have  suffered  suffi- 
ciently already. 

Mr.  "Harmon  of  Ward  6—  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
reason  the  Aldeimen  did  not  adopt  this  amend- 
ment was  because  tney  were  afraid  it  would  not 
pass  rhe  Common  Council.  A  gentleman  told  me 
that  if  he  had  known  the  Common  Council  would 
concur  in  Alderman  Prescott's  amendment  he 
would  have  voted  for  it.  I  am  satisfied  that  if 
cbis  Council  passes  the  amerdment  offered  by  my 
colleague  it  wi'l  b->  concurred  m  by  the  other 
branch. 

Mr.  Whicmore  of  Ward  4 — I  intend  to  be  very 
brief  in  the  remarks  £  have  to  make,  and  what  I 
desire  to  say  is  this:  Though  I  regret  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  6  was  not  pres*-Dt  dur- 
ing the  debate,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  go  uoon  record 
that  the  legal  voters  of  Waid  6  have  lacked  any 
opportunity  to  present  their  claims,  wishes  or  de- 
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sires  to  tbe  City  Government.  I  aesire  to  bear 
tribute  to  ibe  earnestness — I  may  almost  ss«y  per- 
sisteoce—  wbich  tbe  gentlemen  from  Ward  6  bave 
urged  tins  upon  the  otber  branch.  If  there  be 
one  advantage  in  a  small  branch  over  a  larger  one, 
it  is  that  the  members  of  tbe  smaller  body 
can  understand  a  question  vvitb  more 
thoroughness.  I  bear  cheerful  testimony  to 
the  fact  tbat  tb<5  gentlemen  from  Ward  6  fa- 
labored  with  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  and  pre- 
sented a  matured  plan,  which,  after  deliberate 
consideration,  the  Board  of  Alderme a  declined  to 
accept.  Ho»  ever  much  I  regret  tbat  the  gentle- 
man fr.im  Ward  6  who  has  spoken  this  eveniog 
was  not  with  us,  he  has  had  an  opportunity  to 
place  himself  upon  record,  and  can  say  to  the 
voters  of  bis  ward  that  he  has  done  everything 
tbat  can  he  demanded  of  him  by  bis  constituents. 
I  do  not  propose  to  defend  the  lines  d>awn  by 
the  committee,  because,  having  been  accepted 
by  this  Council,  t'a«j  committee  are  not 
responsible  for  them.  The  only  principle 
is  that  which  was  considered  before— should 
the  lines  of  ths.  old  wa>d  remain  as  i  early  as 
possible?  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  City  Coilncil 
that  it  was  better  to  bave  a  change.  lam  sorry 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  differs  with  me  in 
opinion,  but  I  trust  no  attempt  -  ill  be  made  to 
open  the  matter  again  on  that" account.  Tbe  mat- 
ter is  understood,  and  ?/e  have  voted  upon  it.  I 
regret  the  mam  er  in  vhich  this  matter  has  come 
up.  I  have  taken  the  opiniou  of  two  or  three 
members  of  the  bs,r  in  regard  to  tbe  phraseology 
employed.  One  of -them,  whose  name  would  com- 
mand the  respect  of  the  Council,  had  no  doubt 
about  the  validity  of  tbe  ordinance,  and  the  only 
question  was  whether  it  meant  1875  or  1876.  I  am 
sorry  we  have  not  a  written  opi  aiou  from  the  City 
Solicitor;  out,  as  I  said  in  tbs  first  part  of 
the  evening,  I  do  not  desire  to  raise  any 
doubts  if  tbe  City  Solicitor  has  said  the  ordinance 
is  void,  and  shall  "be  willing  to  take  any  step-  that 
will  r°move  tbe  doubt.  We  cannot  be  too  sure  in 
any  steps  we  take  io  regard  to  the  fundamental 
law  of  tbe  city.  Theoiber  objection  is  obviated 
by  the  amendment  requiring  'the  ordinance  to 
take  effect  on  the  13th  of  December.  It  is  simply 
a  desire  co  keep  every  corporation  in  existence 
until  its  successor  comes  into  power.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  in  some  way  it  might  be  necessary 
to  have  award  officer  act  betweeu  the  10th  of 
November  and  the  13ih  of  December;  and,  con- 
sequently, when  rt  was  stated  to  me  by 
my  friend  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  such 
a  waid  officer  act,  I  was  perfectly  willing  to  have 
that  amendment  inad-.  Now,  sir,  I  trust  we  shall 
P'oceea  to  vote  down  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6,  on  the  ground  that  he  has 
had  an  opportunity  to  present  nis  views,  and  he 
has  done  it  in  a  veiy  clear  method  ;  and  if  be  has 
not  convinced  the  Council,  it  is  not  from  auy  lack 
of  judgment  in  presenting  his  claims.  He  has 
said  everything  that  could  be  said  in  favor  of  tbe 
plan,  but  has  brought  up  no  new  reasons.  He 
has,  however,  discharged  his  duty  to  his  constitu- 
ents. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  Ward  3— I  move  tbs  previous 
questron. 

Mr.  Kimball— I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
3  will  grant  me  tbree  minutes,  at  tbe  end  of 
wbich  I  will  agree  to  stop  and  teoew  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Anderson— I  don't  desire  to  take  up  tbe  time 
of  tbe  Council,  am)  I  don't  think  tbe  geutltman 
from  Ward  6  will  change  the  mind  of  a 
single  member.    I  vill  not  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Kimball— Then  I  shall  appeal  to  the  Coun- 
cil to  vote  down  the  previous  question,  assuring 
them  that  if  tbey  will  give  me  tbree  miuutes 
more,  before  I  take  my  seat,  I  will  renew  tbe 
motion  for  ibe  previous  question. 

Tbe  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Kimball— The  main  reason  I  wished  three 
minutes  rnoie  was  I  desired  to  read  the  proposed 
ameudur-nt  to  the  lines  of  old  Ward  6,  there  be- 
iug  nothing  definite  now  for  tbe  Couucil  to  act 
upon.  The  amendment  wbich  I  propose  will  be 
in  regard  to  new  Ward  9,  and  I  will  read  it  hastily 
that  it  may  pioperly  come  before  the  Council: 

Ward  No.  9.  Beginning  at  the  water  at  the  mid- 
dle of  Cambridge  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of 
Cambridge  street  to  Joy  street;  tnence  by  the 
middlnof  Joy  street  to  Beacon  street;  thence  by 
the  middle  of  Beacon  street  to  Park  street;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Pane  street  to  Treinour  street; 
thence  by  the  middle  of  Tremont  stieetto  Boyls- 
ton  streel ;  thence  by  theniiddle  of  Boylstou  street 


to  Arlington  street;  thence  by  the  middle  of  Ar- 
lington street  to  Commonwealth  avenue;  thence 
by  the  middle  of  Common  wealth  aveoue  to  West 
Cheste?  Park;  thence  by  the  middle  of  West  Ches- 
ter P&rk  to  tbe  water;  thence  by  the  water  to  tbe 
point  ot  beginning. 

Now,  I  desire  to  take  exceptions  to  what  I  may 
say  are  the  insinuations — and  I  say  it  advisedly — 
contained  io  tb»  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  rather  than  in  his  words.  He  would  en- 
deavor, it  would  see  on ,  to  make  tie  Council  be- 
lieve— I  haruly  think  they  can  believe  it — that  I 
maoe  this  appeal  in  oraer  that  my  constituents 
might  think  I  had  oone  my  duty,  and  that  I  might 
go  to  my  constituents  and  say,  "Too  see  I  nave 
done  my  duty."  Tbat  was  farthest  from  my  mo- 
tives. I  arose,  as  I  always  have  done,  to  discuss 
the  question  m  tue  manner  tht  I  thDught  was 
right,  irre«p°ctive  of  anv  constituency  I 
bave.  I  always  endeavor  to  have  ao  opin- 
ion of  my  0770,  and  never  fail  to  express  it. 
Tbe -nsi  uation  or  remark  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4  was  to  the  effect  that  I  could  go 
before  my  constituents  and  say  I  bad  done  my 
duty,  aou,  gentlemen  of  tbe  Council,  you  can  vote 
him  dowu.  That  is  what  it  amounted  to.  One 
tbing  more.  I  notice  that  whena  gestlsman  wants 
anything  passed  here  he  is  very  apt  to  say  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  pass  it;  and  if  he  don't 
want  it  passed  he  is  apt  to  say  that  the 
Eoard  of  Aldermen  will  not  pass  it.  I 
hold  and  always  nave  held  that  this  branch  is 
independent  ot  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  care 
nothing  for  them  except  as  an  independent 
branch  of  tbe  City  Government,  and  I  hope  this 
Council  wilt  vote  as  i  r  thinks  right,  independently 
of  the  Aldermeo,  aud  throw  upon  them  tbe  re- 
sponsibility of  coucuirit>g  m  or  rejecting  the  pro- 
posed measure.  So  far  as  any  mnueice  has  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in- 
dividually or  collectively,  by  gentlemen  from 
Ward  6, 1  will  onlv  say  tbat  so  far  as  I  could — and 
I  don't  hesitate  to  say  it— oefore  the  line  was  al- 
tered from  Mt.  Verr.on  to  Beacon  strsct,  depriv- 
ing Ward  6  ct  200  voters,  I  urged  tbe  carrying  of 
the  line  to  Beacon  street;  and  after  the  Alderman 
from  W^rd  4  proposed  his  amendment,  Ijeing 
present  in  the  room  during  that  meeting, 
1  did  say  to  the  members  ot  tbat  Board  individu- 
ally, so  far  as  it  w».s  proper  foi  me  to  do  so,  that 
in  my  opinion  the  people  of  Ward  6  wanted  the 
lines  reestablished;  and  at  tbe  last  meeting  of 
tbe  Council  I  had  a  petition  here  sigued  by  gen- 
tlemen living  upou  the  pandle— I  use  the  te?m  for 
brevity— asking  that  they  might  be  retained  in 
old  Ward  6  or  new  Ward  9.  So  when  we  come  to 
an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  intelligent 
voteis  of  Ward  6, 1  don't  hesrtate  to  sav  unquali- 
fiedly to  tbe  Council  that  they  have  ful- 
ly expressed  their  wishes  asd  if  I  had 
known  that  this  matter  was  coming  up  tuis  even- 
ing: I  should  have  seen  that  their  wishes  were 
brought  before  the  Council  in  writing,  that  the 
Couucil  mav  know  that  at  least  two-birds  of  the 
voteis  ask  to  be  retained  in  the  ward.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  no  v  move  the  orevious  questiou. 

The  inam  questiou  vasoidered. 

On  aioiion  of  Mr.  Kitnbal',  the  yeas  aud  nays 
were  ordered  on  his  amendment,  arid  it  was  re- 
jected— yeas  24,  'Uiyc  34. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Biackett.  Clarke,  Crockei,  dish- 
ing, Day,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock.  Kimball. 
Doriug,  Murray.  JSewtou,  Pag.-,  Parker,  Perkins. 
Kice,  Sprague.  Sweetser,  Tbacbet,  Train,  Wads- 
woith,  Walsh,  Willcutt,  Woods— 24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson.  Barry,  Burditt,  Bur- 
gess, Coyle,  Cusoman,  Deveriux,  Duggaa.  Ed- 
wards, Fitzgeiald,  Fitzpauick,  Flyuu.  GoUttbvvait. 
Harrigan,  Hicks,  Howes,  Kelicy,  Kingsley.  Lap- 
pen,  Moley.  Mooney,  Morrison,  Osborne  Pieice, 
Power.  Sli  \v.  Smith,  Stacev,  Trull,  Walbnoge, 
Whitcomb,  Whittnore,  Wilbur.  Wilson— 34. 

Absent  or  not  votiug— Messrs.  Bent,  Cawley, 
Collins,  Curtis.  Damon,  Felt.  Jaques.  Kingsbury. 
Leightou,  Long,  Noves,  Peabodv,  Saojpson,  Sib- 
lev— 14. 

The  aniendtneot  of  Air.  Fitzgerald  was  adopted 
and  the  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance  as  amended,  viz..  section  1  Ot  the  orig- 
inal 01  dinaoc<*  as  printed  iu  Citv  Document  111, 
with  sections  2  ami  3  as  given  abov  . 

The  ordit.auce  as  amended  was  oassed  atiia 
motion  to  reconsider,  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  hoping  it 
would  nor  prevail,  waslost. 

Seut  up. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

A  communicatioa  was  received  fiom  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library,  acceptiug  tbe  plans  of 
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the  City  Architect  tor  ihe  necessar  t  <  nlargement 
ot  the  gallery  at  tbe  rear  end  of  Bates  Hall,  and 
asking  that  measures  be  adopted  to  complete  the 
work. 

deferred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Buidict  of  Ward  16, 
to  the  Joiut  Co  nmittee  on  Public  Library. 

Sent  up. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

Bv  Mr.  Bracken  of  Ward  10— Pelition  of  F.  V. 
Bolfincb  aDd  others,  deputy  collectors,  to  be  paid 
fees  collected  before  Sept.  1.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  oo  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— Petition  ot  Alex- 
ander H.  Rice  aad  983  others  that  a  department  of 
homoeopathy  be  established  at  the  City  Hospital. 
Referred,  on  motioa  ot  Mr.  Perkins,  to  Joint 
Committee  on  City  Hospital,  witu  instructions  to 
give  a  public  hearing. 

Severally  sent  up. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Tb.acb.er  of  "Ward  15  submit  ted  the  follow- 
ing, which,  od  bis  motion,  was  lail  on  tbe  table 
and  ordered  co  be  panted: 

Majority  Report.  The  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions, who  vrere  instructed  to  report  a  suita- 
ble place,  separate  and  apart  tiom  the  penal  insti- 
tutions, to  which  mpy  be  sent  themiDors  hereto- 
fore committed  to  Deer  Island  uudtr  the  Truaot 
aud  Vagrant  acts,  having  carefully  considered 
the  subject,  would  respectfully  report  that  in  ti  eir 
opinion  tbe  building  on  Marcella  street,  Rox- 
bury,  foimerlv  used  as  an  almshouse  and 
now  held  by  the  Board  of  Healch  for 
a  smallpox  hospital,  woulo  be  a  suitable  place  for 
the  accommodation  of  said  minors.  The  buil  ling 
vt?s  takeu  by  the  Board  of  Health  in  the  begin- 
ning of  1873,  and  as  soo.i  as  the  tearful  eDiieinic 
then  raging  bad  been  suppressed,  they  expressed 
their   desi.e   to   discontinue    its    use   as   a  bos- 

fital  wnenever  another  place  ou  the  main 
and  could  be  procured.  Several  places  have 
been  recommended  to  the  Government,  but 
for  various  reasons  do  defiuits  action  has 
been  taken.  There  are  no  cises  of  small- 
pox in  the  city  at  the  present  lime,  ami 
there  is  no  likelihood  ot  any  enidemic  for  a  cum- 
ber of  yeaiy  to  come,  as  very  thorough  measures 
have  been  taken  in  regard  to  vaccination.  A 
smallpox  hospital  is  now  maintained  at  Gallop's 
Island  at  a  considerable  annual  outlay,  with  a 
steamboat  which  can  be  used  at  any  time  for  tbe 
transportation  of  patients  from  the  cicy,  and  it 
seems  to  be  unnecessarily  expensive  to  hold,  in 
addition  to  that,  the  extensive  and  valuable  prop- 
erty in  Roxbury,  merely  tor  the  purpose  or  treat- 
ing four  or  five  cases  of  sickness  in 
tbe     course     of     the      year.       If     an     emer- 

fencv  arises  tor  the  use  of  j  hospital  on 
ho  main  land  the  Board  of  Health  can  exercise 
their  power  under  the  statutes  and  take  a  suitable 
place  toi  tbe  puipose. 

The  old  almshouse  estate  aopears  to  be  admir- 
ably adapted  for  the  purposes  ot  an  institution  for 
the  fare  of  neglected  children  and  truants.  There 
are  neatly  eleven  acres  of  land  which  can  be  util- 
izea  for  various  purposes  la  their  education  and 
employment.  The  City  Architect  has  examined 
the  builoiog  pud  estimates  that  accommodations 
can  be  furnished  tor  250  children,  at  an  expense 
of  abcut  $10,000.  Tie  number  of  truants  at  Deer 
Island, "Oct.  11,  was  127;  namely,  123  boys  and  four 
girls:  of  negl-cted  children  sixty;  namely, fifty- 
four  boys  and  six  girls.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  the  while  number  to  be  accommodated  at 
this  tiniB  in  the  proposed  separate  institution  is 
187.  If  it  should  be  thought  best  to  make  the  es- 
tablishment a  permanent  on  i.  tbs  buil  lings  could 
be  enla>  ged  wh.en--.ver  the  number  of  children  ex- 
ceeded the  capacity  of  the  present  structcres. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  ot  tbe  accompanying  oiuer. 
For  a  majority  of  the  committee, 

Wm.  G.  Thacher. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  take 
possession  of  the  escate  on  Marcella  street  owned 
by  the  city,  and  now  held  for  Che  purposes  of  a 
smallpox  hospital,  and  to  make  sucn  repairs  and 
alterations  therein  as  may  be  required  to  fit  the 
same  for  the  accommodation  of  minors  commitced 
under  che  truant  a^d  vagrant  acts;  tbe  ezpense, 
estimated  at  $10,000,  to  be  transferred  for  that 
puipose  from  tbe  Reserved  Funa. 

Minority  Report.  The  undeisigned,  a  member 
of  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  respect- 
fully dissencs  from  tlm  foregoing  report  of  the 
majority  of  said  committee  in  so  far   as   it  pro- 


vide? for  taking  possession  of  the  smallpox  hos- 
pital i  n  Marcella  street,  for  the  purposes  of  an 
institution  for  truants  and  neglected  children,  be- 
fore furnishing  another  place  on  tue  main  land 
suitable  tor  a  Binallpox  hospital. 

The  undersigned  heartily  concurs  in  the  recom- 
mendation that  a  suitable  place  should  be  pio- 
vided  for  those  minors  sepaiate  and  apart  from 
the  penal  institution",  and  tie  is  of  opin- 
ion that  the  old  almshouse  estate  is  well 
adapted  for  the  temporary  establishment,  at 
least,  of  suce  in  institution ;  but  he  believes  that 
the  public  health  might  be  endangeicd  by  de- 
priving the  Board  of  Health  of  a  place  io  wmch 
smallpox  pat.ents  can  be  removed  vatuout  delay, 
and  where  they  can  receive  proper  treatment 
trojm  exoerienced  physicians,  lc  is  tbe  opinion, 
not  only  ot  the  health  officers,  but  the  leading 
physicians  in  the  citv,  that  it  is  not  sate  to  trans- 
port to  Gallop's  Island  persons  suk  witb  smallpox 
or  other  contagious  or  infectious  disease^,  espe- 
cially in  the  wincer  season,  whrn  those  diseases 
prevail  ti>  the  largest  extent.  The  establishment 
at  Gadop's  Island  is  not  maintained  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  such  smallpox  patients  as  might 
in  case  ot  emergency  be  sent  from  tbe  main  land  ; 
it  is  maintained  for  quarantine  purpo-es,  ami  as 
such  is  a dmiuisteied  iu  the  most  economical  man- 
ner. 

The  Board  of  Health  have  repeatedly  expressed 
their  desi'e  to  abandon  the  old  al  ns house  for  a 
less  valuable  estate  as  soon  as  one  is  provided. 
The  duty  of  providing  another  place  devolves 
upon  the  City  Council.  The  board  cannot  take 
any  place  until  called  upon  to  make 
provision  for  persons  actually  sick,  and  then  the 
delay  which  must  uecessaiily  occur  from  want  of 
previous  preparation  may  p rove  fatal.  A  serious 
epidemic  now  prevails  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn, 
and  common  pruaence  requires  that  eveiv  pre- 
caution should  be  taken  to  prevent  it  from  obtain- 
ing a  footholo  heie. 

An  order  was  oassed  last  year,  by  tbe  City  Coun- 
cil, authorizing  the  Committet  on  Health,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Mayor,  to  purchase  an  estat«  for 
a  smallpox  hospital,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing $25,000.  For  some  reason  that  committee 
failed  to  exerciss  the  powers  -vbic*i  it  asked  and 
obtained  from  the  City  Council;  and  as  those 
po  vers  did  not  descend  to  the  committee  for  the 
present  year,  it  seemed  proper  that  the  order 
should  be  renewed.  Itisiu  that  way  only  thai  a 
propei  solution  of  the  question  can  be  reached. 
The  mdersigned  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompansiug 
order.  Charles  J.  Prescott. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health  be  ano  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pur- 
chase, with  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Health,  a  suitable  lot  of  land 
and  buildings  within  tbe  limits  of  tbe  city  of  Bos- 
ton, for  the  location  ot  a  hospital  for  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases;  the  expense  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  sum  ot  $25,000,  to  ue  transferred  ioi  that 
purpose  from  the  Reserved  Fund. 

voting  places  in  the  new  wards. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16  sub  rutted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  who  weie 
directed  by  an  order  of  the  City  Council  to  fur- 
nish vct'ng  placss  to  be  used  on  the  14th  day  of 
December  next,  beg  leave  to  report,  recommend- 
jiig  the  pa'-sasre  ot  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  following  places  be  and 
they  ere  h*r<ioy  established  as  voting  places,  un- 
de>  the  uew  oivi -ion  ot  wards,  on  th-  14tb  tlay  of 
December  next,  namely: 

Waid  1— Room  under  Bennington  Hall,  Ben- 
nington street,  near  Central  squaie,  Bast  Boston. 

Ward  3 — E:gewortb  Chapel,  Ellsworth  street. 

Ward  4 — Congress  Hall,  Main  street,  Charles- 
ton n. 

Ward  5 — Baptist  Chinch,  Union  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Ward  7 — Raynor's  Building,  Union  street. 

Ward  12— Harvard-street  Church  vestry,  corner 
of  Harvard  streer  and  Harrison  avenue. 

Ward  14— Police  Station  House  12. 

Ward  17 — Basement  of  Herman  church,  corner 
cf  Sha97mut  avenue  and  Waltham  street. 

Ward  19— Bath  house,  Cabot  street. 

Ward  20— Police  Stanon  House  9. 

Ward  21— Institute  Hall,  formerly  Ward  14. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  hue, and  to  make  such  alter- 
ations as  may  be  needed  to  fit  up  rooms  tor  the 
purpose   of   voting,  under    the    new  division  of 
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wards;  tbe  expense  v>  be  charged  to  tbe  appro- 
priation for  Public  Builo  in  gs. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  locations  be  and 
they  are  herety  established  as  voting  places  to  be 
used  by  the  citizens  ot  the  city,  under  tbe  new  di- 
vision of  wards,  on  the  fourtsenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  and  until  ocberwise  ordeied  by  the  City. 
Council,  namely: 

Waid  2 — Oil    Lyman     Scboolbouse,    formerly 
•wardroom  1. 

Ward  6 — Scboolbouse,  North  Bennet  street, 
formerly  wardroom  2. 

Ward  8 — Wells  Scboolhouse,  formerly  ward- 
room 3. 

Ward  9 — Old  Phillips  Scboolhouse,  Anderson 
street,  foimerly  wardroom  6. 

Ward  10—  Scboolbouse  building,  Mason  street. 

Ward  11- Old  wardioom  9,  Church  street.      • 

Ward  13—339  Bi  oa  lwav,  South  Boston. 

Ward  15 — Old  waraioom  12,  corner  of  Dor- 
chester and  Fourtn,  streets. 

Ward  16— 01 1  wardroom  10,  Franklin  Scbool- 
house. 

Ward  18— Schoolhouse,  Concord  ttreet,  old 
wardroom  11. 

Ward  22— Town  Hall,  Brighton. 

Ward  23— Curtis  Hall,  West-Koxbury. 

Ward  24— Town  Hall,  Dorchester. 

The  orders  were  iead  twice  and  put  upon  their 
passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— I  move  to  amend  the 
order  by  striking  out  the  part  in  regard  to  Ward 
11.  As  I  understand  the  matter  we  can  pass  the 
orders  in  regard  to  all  toe  wards  in  which  there  is 
no  question ;  but  I  have  been  requested  by  some 
of  the  citizens  of  Ward  11  to  state  that  another  lo- 
cation can  be  obtaiiei  which  will  be  much  more 
satisfactoiy  to  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  the  ward. 
As  an  order  can  jest  as  well  be  introduced  into 
the  Board  of  Alaecmen  next  Monday,  it  by  no 
means  reuders  tbe  other  part  inefficient  to  strike 
out  this  part.  I  think  theie  are  sufficient  reasons 
to  make  us  pause  before  locatiog  a  wardroom  in 
one  corner  of  Ward  11,  instead  of  the  centre. 
It  is  represented  to  me  that  the  drill  room 
on  Dartmouth  stieet,  which  is  hired  bv  tbe 
city,  can  be  procured  for  the  purpose.  Of 
course  it  is  difficult  to  yass  upon  the 
subject  now,  as  the  citizens  only  learned  of  tbe 
committee's  action  through  an  unauthorized  pub- 
lication in  the  morning  newspapers,  and  I  think 
this  particular  section  should  be  laid  over  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Burditt— The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings have  had  rather  an  ouerous  task  to  perform 
io  selecting  wardrooms  for  the  new  wards  io  the 
time  allowed.  Thev.  have  used  every  means  to 
find  the  best  loca'ities,  please  the  voters  and. 
bring  out  the  largest  vote,  and  I  believe  we  have 
done  as  well  as  we  coula.  They  have  no 
pnoe  in  having  their  plan  adopted,  but  in 
this  particular  case  *  member  ot  the  committee 
from  that  ward  took  piius  to  post  himself ,  and 
we  felt  pretty  sure  that  justice  bad  been  done.  I 
will  let  him  speak  for  that  portion  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— There  is  oo  proper 
house  in  that  portion  of  the  ward  that  the  gentle- 
man fiom  Waid  4  speaks  of  that  tte  committee 
are  aware  of,  and  no  real  facilities  for  having  a 
wardroom  there  without  an  extensive  outlay. 
We  did  n't  change  the  wa>-d  lines  much,  and  I 
have  never  heard  any  complaint  against  the  pres- 
ent voting  place  in  Ward  9.  The  wardroom 
is  situated  iu  Church  s^eet,  near  the  Tre- 
mont  street  and  Columbus  avenue  lines  of 
horse  cars.  The  citizens  come  there  to  vote  .and 
step  into  the:  cars  and  pass  on  down  town  to  their 
business  The  drill  loom  of  the  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology would  be  entirely  out  of  the  way  of  one 
end  of  the  ward,  and  I  don't  know  how  it  will  ac- 
commodate the  other  end  of  the  ward  better  than 
the  present  location  does.  The  Aldeiuiau  from 
Ward  9,  who  is  also  on  tbe  committee,  fully  con- 
curs in  this  location.  There  are  a  great  many 
places  that  the  city  must  hue  and  fit  up,  end 
some  of  the  wavds  could  not  he  accommodated 
with  wardrooms  without  great  outlay,  »nd  the 
committee  do  not  propose  to  go  to  any  more  ex- 
pense than  is  cecessary. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— I  hope  the  ameudmeut  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  4  wi'l  not  ptevsil.  New 
Ward  11  is  substantially  old  Ward  9;  the  ward- 
room was  constructed  exclusively  for  that  pur- 
pose, has  bem  used  bv  the  citizen  of  Ward  9  for 
a  great  many  years,  aid,  with  one  exception,  I 
never  heard  anything  but  approval  of  tbe  loca-  • 
tion.  At  the  last  election  a  gentleman  suggested 
that  new  Ward  11  should  have  tbe  drill  room  ot 


tbe  Institute  of  Technology,  and,  with  that  excep- 
tion, I  think  it  meets  the  approval  of  the  citizens 
of  Ward  9.  As  my  colleagus  has  suggested, 
a  change  from  tbe  Church-street  location  to 
the  Institute  of  Technology  would  require  a 
considei  able  outlay,  and  I  certainly  hope  the  ward- 
room will  he  left  where  it  has  always  been,  on 
Church  street. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Of  course,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
aty  particular  information  in  regard  to  tbe  wishes 
of  citizens  of  that  ward ;  but  I  would  remind  tbe 
senior  member  from  Ward  9  that  an  important 
change  has  bee  a  made  in  nis  ward,  by  which  some 
600  voteis  northeast  of  Commonwealth  avenue 
have  been  added  to  it,  and  that  is  tbe  portion 
of  tbe  ward  who  oesire,  with  some  show  of 
reason,  that  the  question  be  lelt  open 
two  or  three  days  mpie.  Wheu  the  ques- 
tion is  cousidered  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men ane*  order  can  be  introduced  ano  sent  up 
to  us  next  lhursda'y;  but  if  it  be  adopted  before 
an  investigation  is  made,  a  change  will  be  attend- 
ed with  great  difficulty.  The  room  selected  is  at 
the  extreu'e  southeasterly  corner  of  the  ward,  and 
however  convenient  it  may  have  been  in  former 
years,  a  large  number  of  voters  believe  they  will 
be  inconvenienced,  and  desne  to  present  "their 
case.  Unl-ss  some  very  strong  reasons  are  shown 
for  adopting  ic  tonight,  I  hope  it  will  be  left  open 
for  t  •  o'or  tmee  days  longer. 

Mr.  Burditt—  I  would  call  anemion  to  the  fact 
that  tbe  horse  cars  traverse  this  ward  almost  di- 
agonally, and  will  take  voters  from  the  extreme 
boundary  on  Marlborough  ,-treet  up  to  witbio  a 
few  steps  of  the  proposed  wardroom.  I  cannot 
see  how  there  will  be  any  Ioas  of  time. 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Waid  15—1  desire  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  part  of  the  committee's  report  in 
regard  to  Ward  22,  fixing  the  voting  place  in  the 
town  hall,  Brighton.  We  can  proenre  an  engine 
house  forthe  next  elecnoD,  at  the  coirei  of  Long- 
wood  and  Brookliue  avenues.  There  ?.re  1568  vor- 
ers  in  that  portion  ot  'be  ward  set  off  to  Brigh- 
ton, and  only  1415  in  the  otaer  part.  There  are 
also  thirty-seven  voteis  who  will  be  obliged  to  go 
to  Jamaica  Plain,  and  twenty-four  from 
Ward  6.  Theie  are  many  voters  io  Brighton 
who  do  business  in  Bosto  ,  and  it  will  be 
mo'e  convenient  for  ihem  to  come  into  Boston  in 
that  direction,  th an  for  the  voters  in  our  section 
of  the  ward  to  s>o  out  to  Brighton.  The  only  way 
we  nave  of  goinsr  theie  is  to  take  tbe  horse"  eais 
to  Boston  and  then  take  the  steam  cars  to  Brigh- 
toB,  wtiich  will  involve  the  expen-eof  a  dollar, 
and  require  almost  the  entire  day;  and  then  we 
shall  have  to  come  back  into  Boston;  whereas,  a 
laxge  number  of  Brighton  people  do  busHsss  in 
Boston,  and  can  deposit  tbeir  ballots  on  the  -ay  to 
their  business.  It  seems  to  be  nothing  but 
fair  that  the  voting  place  should  be  provided  in 
this  section  of  tbe  ward.  This  proposition  will  de- 
prive seven  or  eight  hundred  voters  of  the  ballot 
this  year;  hut  that  will  i  ot  oe  done  if  the  voting 
place  is  located  in  the  section  of  old  Ward  15, 
whers  I  propose. 

Mr.  Burditt — Tbe  committee  are  very  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  when  they  came  to  the  case  of 
Ward  22,  they  were  rather  in  a  dilemma.  Every 
gentletuau  must  see  tbat  it  is  physically  impossi- 
ble to  give  satisfaction  to  the  voters  of  Ward  22 
at  the  next  election,  the  two  parts  of  the  ward 
being  separated  by  the  town  of  Brookline,  aud 
there  being  oo  law  "allowing  two  polling  places. 
After  .  cnsiderable  discussion,  the  committee 
thought,  upon  the  whole,  that  it  was  best  to 
establish  tbe  polling  place  in  the  Brigh- 
ton part  of  the  »aro,  feeling,  bow-ever, 
that  they  would  not  express  themselves  very 
strenuously  on  that  point,  leaving  the  members  of 
the  Council  tn  look  at  it  tneinselves,  aud  recog- 
nizing i he  fact  that  notbintr  can  be  doue  that  will 
satisfy  the  whole  ward.  The  pl*ce  sugggested  by 
the  geutleuiao  from  Ward  15  was  considered,  and 
gentlemen  must  see  that  n.  would  satisfy  nobody. 
It  may  be  theleastof  two  evils,  but  it  is  n't  near  the 
population  of  West  Roxburv  and  it  is  quite  incon- 
venient to  the  peoole  of  Biighton.  If  the  Council 
see  fit  to  make  a  change,  the  commictee  will  not 
strenuously  oppose  it.  If  the  gentleman  had 
lived  iu  Ward  16  he  would  not  be  tngbteued  by 
the  distance  from  the  voting  vlace.  Out  there  we 
are  obliged  to  organize  a  system  of  teams  to  carry 
voters  to  the  polls. 

Mr.  Thacher  ot  Ward  15 — I  hope  the  portion  in 
regard  to  Ward  22  will  be  recommitted.  I  will  go 
further  th  vo  the  gentlaman  from  Ward  15.  ami 
ak  ttie  committee  to  give  us  a  location  about 
equidistant  from  the  two  ends  of  the  ward.    That 
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would  De  more  even  than  either  the  report  or  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15. 

Mr.  Morrison— With  ihe  exception  of  the  one 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  trom  Ward  15  [Mr. 
Clarke]  do  proper  place  cao  be  found.  Tnere  is  a 
narrow  neck  or  land  running  out  at  Allston,  but 
there  is  no  building  ttere,  ana  we  should  have  to 
erect  a  new  one.  It  seemed  hardly  wise  to  do  that 
for  oos  year,  as  we  shall  undoubtedly  have  au- 
thority to  establish  precincts  io  *hat  ward.  The 
couimirtee  are  not  particular  about  this,  and  if 
any  member  can  pick  out  a  satisfactory  place,  we 
will  aceept  it.  The  committee  thought  of  hiring 
a  portable  pootograph  saloon  and  putting  it  on 
■wheels,  but  finally  gave  ih«.t  up. 

Mr.  Clarke— Any  gentleman  can  see  that  it  will 
be  much  more  convenient  for  the  voter?,  in 
Brighton  to  come  to  the  city  and  vote,  than  it 
willbe  for  those  in  the  city  to  go  out  there.  They 
can  come  on  ihe  Boston  &  Albany  cars,  and  stop 
at  Beacon  si reet,  only  a  short  distance  from  the 
corner  of  Longwood  and  Brookliue  avenues:  and 
it  is  only  about  five  minutes'  walK  trom  the  Provi- 
dence Railroad  >o  the  point  named. 

The  amendments  of  Mr.  Whitmote  and  Mr, 
Cla'  be  were  both  lost,  and  the  orders  read  twice 
and  passed.    Sent  up. 

NEW  ENGINE   HOUSES. 

Mr.  Burdltt  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Bublic  Buildings  beg  leave  to 
represent  that  an  additional  appropriation  is  re- 
quired before  the  contracts  can  be  awarded  and 
the  work  commenced  on  the  Lew  engine  houses 
severally  in  Bjighton,  West  Roxbuiy  and  Egles- 
ton  square.  The  estimate,  as  mane  by  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioneis,  for  these  buildings,  in- 
cluding land,  was  $20,000,  bastit  upon  the 
fact  that  in  one  instance  the  land  had 
beeo  Donated;  bnt  afterwards  it  wa?  found 
that  the  location  was  oot  desirable.  The  gitt  of 
land  for  another  house  had  been  promised,  but 
the  expectation  was  not  realized.  The  lan<i  for 
the  three  buildings  has  been  purchased,  leaving 
the  balance  of  the  appropriation  unexpended  in- 
sufficient to  erect  the  three  houses.  Plans  have 
beeo  prepared  for  toe  buildings,  approved  by  the 
Fire  Commissioners,  being  similar  for  the  three 
bouses,  and  proposals  have  been  received  for 
erecting  the  Brighton  building,  ana  it  is  found  that 
the  balance  of  the  approptiation  unexpended  is 
insufficient  to  complete  the  build*  ngs:s  per  plans; 
but  $3000  additional  will  beneeaed  top-oceed  with 
the  work.  The' Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be- 
ing desiious  of  having  the  buildings  erected  as 
soon  as  possible,  the  committee  respectfully  re- 
quest an  additional  appropriatioT  for  new  engine 
houses,  to  be  apportioned  as  deemed  expedient. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent 
up. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Ttain  submitted  the  following,  from  the 
Joint  Committee  ou  Northampton-street  District: 

Repot  t  representing  that  an  additioual  appro- 
priation of  $5000  will  be  requited  to  complete  the 
unfinished  wotk  and  pay  for  estates  surrendered 
on  said  district.  This  lequest  is  matte  necessary 
by  the  surrender  of  a  lot  of  lann  on  Fellows  street 
which  was  not  contemplated  when  the  former  ap- 
propriation was  made.  Ttmbal  nee  ot  toe  appro- 
priation remaining  on  hand  at  this  time  amounts 
to  $8413.  Orders  have  beeo  passed  to  pay  John 
T.  Minion  for  street  damages  $4802.47;  and  Al- 
vin  G.  Bartlett  for  an estatesuirenuered, $7786.30. 
There  will  be  required  to  pay  for  u  settled  claims 
on  account  of  street  and  grade  dacaages,  say  $825. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent 
up. 

Report  recommending  1,-ave  t>  withdraw  on 
petition  of  John  A.  Garvev  to  be  i  aid  for  dam- 
ages to  his  property  caused  by  the  grauing  ot  Fel- 
lows street.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Oiuered,  That  the  assessment,  amounting  to 
$1183.20,  made  upon  the  estate  formeily  of  Rich- 
ard T.  Sullivan,  now  of  Charles  Francis,  on  the 
corner  of  Fello-vs  street  and  Webster  street, 
oa  account  of  expenses  incurred  in  comply- 
ing with  the  provisions  of  chapter  340  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1873,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated. 

Read  twice  aud  passed.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  PAVING  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Watd  5  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  Paving  con- 
sider and  teporc  on  the  expediency  of  restoring 
the  pay  of  laboters  in  the  Paving  Department  to 
the  amounts  paid  previous  to  the  recent  reduc- 
tion. 


Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walsh,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paviog  of  the  Common  Council. 

RECOMMITTED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thacbei  of  Ward  15,  the  re- 
port of  l»ave  'o  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  the 
Standard  Laundiy  Machioe  Company  to  be  paid 
for  infringement  of  their  patents  by  certain 
agents  of  the  city  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
recommitted  to  the  Joint  Committee  ou  Claims. 
Sent  up. 

THE  CITY    CHARTER. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  to  take  np  ttie  special  as- 
signment for  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  new  city  charier,  as 
amended  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  (Prioced 
City  Doc.  No.  50, 1875.) 

Declared  lost.  Mr.  Kimball  doubted  the  vote, 
and  ou  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered 
on  solving  the  douot.  The  special  assignment 
was  taken  up— yeas  32,  nays  21: 

Yeas  — Messrs.  Brackett,  Butditt,  Burgess, 
Crocker,  Cushman,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait,  Guild,  Harmon,  Hiscock.  Howes,  Kimball, 
Loring,  Morrison,  Newton,  Osborne, Page, Perkins, 
Pierce,  Sampson, Smith,  Sprague.Sweetser,  Train, 
Wads  worth,  Walb.idge,  Whitcomb,  Whitmore 
Wilbur,  Willcutt— 32. 

Nay d  —Messrs.  Auderson,  Barry,  Clarke,  Coyle, 
Deveteux,  Duggan,  Fitzpatrick.  Flynn.  Harngan, 
Hicks,  Kelley,  Kingsley,  Lappen.  Molev,  Mooney, 
Power,  Shaw,  Stacev,  Tn.cher,  Trull,  Walsh— 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bent,  Cawley,  Col- 
lins, Curtis,  Cushing,  Damon,  Edwards,  Jaques, 
Kiug-jburv,  Leighton,  Long,  Murray,  Noyes, 
Paiker.Peabodv,  Rice,  Sibley,  Wilson,  Woods— 19. 

Mr.  Flycn  of  Watd  7  moved  tbat  the  subject  be 
further  assigned  to  8  P.  M.,  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  Kimball — I  hope  the  subject  will  not  be  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  tb.9  Coun- 
cil, at  eight  o'clock,  or  any  other  hour.  I  say  it  with- 
out meaning  any  offence  to  any  gentleman  pres- 
ent, but  I  think  it  must  be  apparent  io  everyone 
thar  the  opponents  of  the  new  city  charter  are  not 
willing  to  discuss  It.  Representing  the  committee 
on  the  part  of  this  branch,  I  desire  that  this  char- 
ter shall  be  disposed  ot  in  some  manner.  For  one 
I  would  like  to  take  up  the  cnarter  and 
give  ail  the  time  to  it  that  is  necessary, 
and  ascertaiu  the  opinions  of  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  discuss  it  section  by  section, 
and  adopt  or  reject  it.  I  don't  believe  in  carrying 
it  alon?  fiom  night  to  nigbt  without  doing  any- 
thing about  it.  If  the  opponents  of  the  charter 
will  see  fit  to  make  a  moiion  which  shall  effectu- 
ally dispose  of  it,  the  friends  of  the  charter  will 
unquestionably  endeavor  to  m>et  it  and  show 
why  it  should  not  be  killed  or  refer  led  to  the  next 
City  Government.  I  don't  tbink  it  is  anything 
out  of  the  way  tor  the  committee  to 
ask  that  some  action  be  taken.  It  is 
not  late;  we  have  stayed  here  much  later 
than  this  to  discuss  matters  iu  which 
members  take  an  interest,  and  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  oot  oiscuss  it  section  ay  sec- 
tion tonigot,  or  come  to  some  definite  action  m 
regard  to  it  as  a  whole.  I  hope  the  motion  to 
assign  will  not  prevail,  for  I  feel  sure  that  eight 
and  nine  o'clock  will  pass,  and  when  the  time 
comes  the  Council  will  either  vote  Dot  to  take  it 
no  or  to  specially  assign  it.  I  should  like  .-ome 
action  iu  order  to  disoose  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4 — I  also  hope  that  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  will  Dot  prevail, 
for  the  very  valid  reasons  given  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  6.  It  is  due  to  the  commissioners,  to 
the  other  branch,  and  especially  to  thecom'nittee. 
Though,  as  the  Council  are  aware,  I  cifferfrom 
the  conclusions  to  «hich  the  committee  have  ar- 
rived. I  think  the  Council  owes  them  a  great 
deal  of  tespect  for  the  great  diligence  with  which 
tbey  have  di-rcharged  tbeir  duty.  All  they  ask  is 
that  it  shall  be  decently  disposed  of.  There  is  no*b- 
iDg  so  discouraging  or  that  can  have  a  worse  effect 
ur  on  members  of  a  committee  than  the  knowledge 
ot  the  fact  that  their  whole  wotk  may  be  shelved 
without  their  having  a  chance  to  present  any  evi- 
dence chat  has  been  given  to  them.  I  trust  it  will 
be  considered  tonight.  In  regard  to  the  proposi- 
tion made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  as  to 
the  metboo  of  disposing  of  it,  it  is  probable  that 
all  the  members  of  the  Council  are  aware  that  I 
have  a  proposition  to  offer  as  a  substitute, 
which  consists  ot  only  two  sections,  and  vet  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  will  agree 
with  me  in  saying  that  in  those  two  sec- 
tions a  considerable  change  is  made  from 
the  present  city  charter.  My  own  view  is 
that  we  should  have  a  vote  upon  the  question, 
though  I  differ  in  opinion  from  the  committee.    If 
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the  motion  to  assign  does  not  prevail,  I  will  offer 
my  amendment  now,  so  that  if  the  Council  desire? 
to  take  a  summary  method,  we  can  very  soon  do 
so,  witoout  an  indefinite  postponement  or  pro- 
longing the  discussion.  I  trust  the  motion  to  spe- 
cially assign  will  not  pievail. 

Mr.  Howss  of  Ward  11 -I  move  to  amend  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  by  moving 
that  it  be  specially  assigi  ed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Couucil  ot  1876.  That  mill  bring  the  whole 
maitei  to  a  defmice  i«sue.  If  the  Council  of  this 
year  wish  to  take  action  upon  it,  they  will  vote 
against  the  motioa. 

Mr.  Flynn— I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Fitzgeialdof  Ward  7 — I  hope  that  motion 
will  not  pi  evail,  for  it  simply  means  we  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  Ifwei-teud  to  show  that 
respect  to  the  commissioners,  as  my  fiie.ndfrotu 
Waid  4  thinks  we  should ;  if  we  want  to  show  any 
respect  to  the  committee  of  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  [Mr.  Fly  an]  was  ODe— 
aud  he  knows  how  we  scent  evening  after 
evemog  discussing  it,  until  some  of  us  became 
disgusted  with  it— I  think  it  is  due  to  those 
who  labored  with  it  that  the  Council  should 
take  definite,  action— E  don't  mean  section  ty  sec- 
tion, but  at  least  chat  the  Council,  by  a  direct 
vote,  should  say  whether  they  are  >n  favor  of  the 
principle  involved  in  the  charter.  I  thiok 
tbf»t  is  simply  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  asks  tonight.  It  is  to  take  one 
step  further,  and  tns;e*d  of  indefinitely  postpon- 
ing it,  after  so  much  labor  and  discussion,  to 
make  up  our  minas  to  take  a  direct  vote  upon  the 
principle  which  th°  charter  involves,  and  that  is 
commissions—  whether  it  would  be  desirable  to 
begin  that  course  which  is  the  ground « oik  of 
the  new  chatter.  If  we  vote  to  Indefinitely 
postpone,  it  meaiis  nothing  —  it  is  not  in 
favor  of  it,  or  opposed  to  il.  I  presume 
a  great  maoy  outside  of  this  C our  cil  would  like 
to  unow  what  is  the  feeling  of  this  body  upon  ic, 
and  for  that  reason,  if  for  no  other,  I  should  be  in 
favor  of  a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  Howes— In  making  that  motion  I  think  I 
carried  outtbe  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6. 
It  is  very  evident,  or  must  be  to  most  of  the  gen- 
tlemen here,  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to 
arrive  at  a  vote  upon  it  ir  the  way  the  ge:t>eman 
from  Watd  7  wishes.  Gentlemen  can  make  their 
arguments,  pro  and  con,  on  commissions,  upon 
this  question,  with  the  understanding  tuat  the 
issue  is  whether  we  shall  have  commissions  or  not, 
and  it  was  in  that  view  that  I  made  the  motiou. 
'the  question  of  changing  the  popular  mode  of 
city  government  to  something  more  definite  and 


effective  is  one  which  s?ems  to  have  come  on  all 
our  American  cities  whenever  they  have  arrived 
at  a  certain  size,  and  is  undoubtedly  of  vital  inter- 
est. ^oAmericandoubtsfor  a  moment  that  the  sys- 
tem of  authority  which  now  obtains,  and  which 
has  obtained  from  the  first,  in  our  New  England 
townships,  in  simplicity  ot  execution,  aud  espe- 
cially in  the  political  education  it  allows  to  the 
people,  is  nearer  to  perfection  than  any  other 
scheme  of  government  kcown  to  the  human 
race.  It  is  the  purest  kind  of  demoeia- 
cy,  which  brings  every  question  of  pub- 
lic interest,  from  a  legislative  point  of  view, 
before  every  votei ,  while  the  ratio  of  executive 
officers  is  so  large,  when  compared  with  the 
electors,  that  almost  every  one  of  the  latter  has  at 
some  time  in  his  life  a  share  in  the  local  adminis- 
tration. It  is  but  restating  what  has  been  said  by 
most  if  not  all  political  students  who  have  exam- 
ined our  institutions,  to  say  that  these  town 
meetings,  combi-  ed  «itb  the  popular  though  ru- 
ral modes  of  idministrdtion,  form  the  grf  at  bar- 
rier against  the  encroachment  of  centralization 
and  other  anti-demociatic  practices. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald — [Interrupting]  If  the  gentleman 
presses  his  motion  now,  I  jaise  the  paint  that  the 
question  is  simply  on  the  special  assignment  and 
not  upon  the  merit*  of  the  charter. 

The  Presi  ent-The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Watd  5 — It  seems  to  me  but  fair 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  should  be  al- 
lowed to  give  us  his  data,  that  we  may  consider  it. 
Be  intimates  that  he  nas  a  substitute  to  offer, 
containing  two  sections,  and  I  should 
hope  chat  he  m?.y  have  that  opportunity.  I  am  as 
much  opposes  as  he  is  to  this  proposed  system  of 
wholesale  commissions  in  the  city  of  Boston.  I 
think  the  people  are  heartily  sick  of  commissions, 
and,  therefor: ,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  cfferhis 
amendment,  that  we  may  consider  it  at  the  proper 
time  The  proposal  to  postpone  it  to  the  next 
City  Government  is  very  different  from  a  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone";  but  I  should  hope  it  will 
not  prevail,  that  we  may  have  time  to  examine 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 4. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— The  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
mu«t  uot  thiok  that  I  wish  to  prevent  him  from 
making  a  speech.  It  he  withdraws  his  motion  I 
will  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  Whitmore — As  1  understand  that  a  motion 
to  adjourn  vill  leave  this  matter  as  unfinished 
business,  which  will  bring  it  up  at  an  hour  most 
favorable  for  consideration,  I  move  that  the 
Council  do  now  adjouro. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    15,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  lour  o'clock  P.  M.,  Aldeiman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUROBS    DRAWN. 

Fourteen  traverse  jurors  for  the  South  Boston 
Municipal  Court  ana  twenty  -four  traverse  jurors 
lor  trie  Charlestown  Municipal  Court  were  drawn. 

OBDEBS  OF  NOTICE. 

The  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  In  Hay- 
warojplace,  and  in  Bow  street,  between  Jenner 
and  "Watford  streets,  was  considered  oo  orders  of 
notice.  No  one  appeared  to  object,  and  the 
orders  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewer?. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBEED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Hoard.  Mary  Kearey,  et  al.,  for  the  removal 
of  trees  from  the  street  at  423-441  Bunker  Kill 
street. 

Lewis  Wolf,  for  removal  of  a  tree  from  88  Main 
stieet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Patrick  J.  Ryan,  new  wooden,  three 
horses,  Brookline  avenae,  Waid  6;  George  M. 
Schell,new  wooden,  two  horses,  156  Ward  street; 
W.  H.  H.  Young,  old  brick  stable,  ten  horses, 
First  stieet  between  F  and  Dorchester  streets; 
James  Darran,  new  wooden,  two  horses,  Wash- 
ington street,  VVaid  19. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Mercantile  Wharf  Company,  lor  remission 
of  tax  on  certain  land  conveyed  to  the  city  for  the 
extension  of  Clinton  ani  Richmond  streets. 

To  the  Joint  .Committee  on  Common.  Moses  A.. 
Dow,  that  a  circle  of  eight  elm  trees  be  set  in  the 
enclosure  of  Citysqnaie,  Cbarlestown,  and  that 
four  aliheas  be  placed  where  the  flower  beds  are. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  -part  of  the 
Board.  John  Federhen,  to  be  paid  for  land  taken 
to  widen  Mason  street. 

William  R.  Claik,  for  award  of  damages  for 
property  tak.  n  by  the  Bostoo,  Revere  Beach  & 
Lynn  Railroad,  for  terry  purposes. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  '  Johnson  &  Mears, 
forl<*ave  tu  maintain  tbeiisign  in  its  present  loca- 
tion at  20  Marshall  street. 

"William  H.  Hudson,  that  a  projecting  sign  at  5 
Temple  place  be  allowed  to  lemain. 

James  D.  Judge  &  Co.,  that  a  projecting  mortar 
at  79  Beach  street  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Draper  &  hail,  for  leave  to  locate  ana  maintain 
a  sign  lantern  iu  trout  or  91  Dedbain  street. 

Union  institution  for  Savings,  for  leave  to 
maintaio  theit  sigu  at  37  Bedford  street. 

George  A.  Podard,  for  leave  to  maintain  ?.  lan- 
tern projecting  from  20  Harrison  aven-ie.- 

W.  A.  Congdoo,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  project- 
ing lantern  at  19  Howard  street. 

WiiMa.m  Bond  &  Son,  for  leave  to  maintain  a 
projecting  clock  at  17  Congress  street. 

O.  H.  P.  Smith  et  al.,  executors,  for  leave  to 
m-iatain  the  lamps  in  froat  of  the  Shermau 
House. 

H.  C.  Nims.  lor  leave  to  maintain  a  projecting 
sign  at  6  Mason  street. 

Theodore  S.  Verv,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  pro- 
jecting sign  at  22  Pitts  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  City  Hospital.  Jo- 
seph Story  and  sixty  others:,  that  a  department 
for  hornoeopatmc  treatment  of  the  sik  be  estab- 
lished in  the  City  Hospital. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Thomas  D.  Quiu- 
cy  etal.,  that  Green  street  in  Dorchester  mav  be 
lighted. 

Nathaniel  Phillips  et  al.,  tbat  Bowdoiu  street, 
Dorchester,  be  lighted  with  gas. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Elizabeth  Na^le, 
for  a  common  sewer  in  Bow  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petitions  for  leave 
to  move  wooden  buildings  by  William  R.  C^van- 
agb.liom  Ease  First  street  to  Bast  Second  street; 
John  S.  Blair,  on  Walnut  avenue;  John  Quirk, 
from  Lougwood  avenue,  near  Vila  street,  to  Log- 
wood avenue  at  No.  153. 

Thomas  J.  Homer  et  al.,  against  the  proposed 
reduction  ol  the  grade  on  Moieia.nd  stieet. 
P  etitionsfor  buck  sidewalks  in  fi out  of  estate 


of  Annie  E.  Kitchicg,  225  Longwood  avenue; 
Isaac  B.  Sawtt-lle,  536  Dudley  street. 

Petition  for  edgestoues  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estate  o£  Jobn   Morrish,  94  to  96  H  stieet. 

Ruth  L.  Reynolds,  for  repairs  on  sidewalk  of  85 
Mt.  Pleasant  avtnue. 

Benevolent  Fiateruity  of  Chutches,for  aculrert 
at  corner  of  Camden,  Northampton  and  Tremont 
streets. 

Garrett  Walsh,  for  curbstones  on  Havre  street, 
between  Porter  and  Marion  streets. 

Charles  Morse  et  al.,  that  Corey  street  be  graded 
and  lighted  from  Centre  to  Weld  street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  nominations  of  Joseph  D.  Bogan  a&d  Lory 
D.  Chapman,  to  be  police  officers,  were  confirmed. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON  COUNCIL     FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  leferred. 

Therepoit  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition 
of  the  Standard  Laundry  Machine  Company,  for 
compensation  for  alleged  infringement  of  patent, 
came  uo  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Claims, 
Concurred. 

A  request  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  North- 
ampton-street District,  lor  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $5000,  came  up  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.    Concurred. 

A  request  from  the  Committee  oo  Public  Build- 
ings for  fhe  sum  of  $3000,  to  be  added  to  the 
appropriation  for  Engine  Houses  in  West  Rox- 
bury,  Brighton  and  Egleston  square,  came  up 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Con- 
curred. 

A  request  of  the  Tmstees  of  the  Public  Library 
for  the  approval  of  a  pioposed  plan  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  Bates  Hall  gallery  came  up  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Public  Library.  Con- 
cuired. 

Order  for  abate  xent  of  assessment  of  $1183.20 
on  estate  of  Richard  T.  Sullivan,  at  corner  ot  Fel- 
lows and  Webber  streets,  on  the  Nortbampton- 
street  district.    Passea. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
John  A.  Ga:vey,for  grade  damages  on  Fellows 
street,  came  up  "to  be  accepted. 

The  Chairman — TDe  report  nas  no  signature. 

AUerman  Worthingtou  -Can  it  be  considered  a 
repoit  without  a  signature? 

The  Ciaiiman— The  Chair  has  doubts  wherber  it 
can  be  considered  a  completed  report. 

Alaerman  Worrbiogton — I  move  that  the  report 
be  returned  to  ths  Council  for  the  signature  of 
the  gentleman  who  made  it,  uuless  the  chairman 
of  the  committae  thinks  be  is  authorized  to  sign 
it.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  papers  should  come  to 
us  oropfily  executed.  It  is  an  incomplete  report, 
and  before  it  can  be  considered  by  us  it  should  be 
returned  to  th    Council  to  be  signed. 

The  motion  prevailed  and  the'  report  was  sent 
dowii  for  sigoatuie. 

Orders  establishing  wardrooms  and  voting 
places  ujcie;  the  new  division  of  wards.  Laid  on 
the  table  for  tlie  time  being,  on  niotio.:  ot  Alder- 
man Stebbins,  to  await  acnou  on  the  ordinance 
for  a  new  division  of  wards;  and  subsequently 
taken  up  and  passed. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Anew  ordinance  came  op  foi  tlie  division  of 
the  city  into  wards,  being  the  ordinance  in  City 
Document  No.  Ill,  with  amendments  repeating 
the  forme-  ordinance,  and  providing  that  the 
new  ordinance  take  effect  for  purpose  of  the  issue 
of  warrants  s>ud  the  appointment  of  >iard  officeis 
on  tbe  20th  instant,  and  for  all  otbei  purposes  ou 
Dec.  13, 1875. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance as  amended. 

Alderman  Quincy-I  have  a  merely  veibal 
amendme  t  to  offer  to  the  description  of  Ward  1, 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "East  Boston,"  in  the 
second  tin-,  the  woids  "iocluaiag  Breed's  Isl  ud, 
so  called  "  That  is  merely  to  avoid  a  misconstruc- 
tion, as  "ail  tae  islands  in  the  harbor"  are  in- 
cluded iu  Ward  2,  and  Breed's  Island  is  not  prop- 
erly «  part  of  East  Boston,  so  called.  This  will 
remedy  a  possible  misconstruction  beieafter. 

Alderman  Power  iu  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— Mr.  Cha'raian,  I  trust  this 
Board  will  not  refuse  to  make  some  alterations  in 
the  hoes  of  tbe  wards  in  the  old  secrious  ol  the 
city.  I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that  what  is  un- 
derstood as  Alderman  Quinov's  auiendtneflt  has 
baeo  passed  by  both  branches",  aud  tuat  the  time 
is  short  for  the  voting  lists  to  be  prepared  for  the 
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next  municipal  election ;  but  it  does  seem  to  me, 
Mr.  Cbairrn,  n,  that  when  so  large  a  number  of 
citizens  come  neie  from  Ward  6  and  ask  that  the 
lines  be  put  hack  substantially  as  tht-y  were  be- 
for°, it  is  our  duty  to  give  the in  some  considera- 
tion. 1  have  apetinou  heie  which,  wirhyour  per- 
mission, Mr.  Cbauman,  1  will  read: 

"To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston— We, 
the  undersigns d.  voters  and  residents  m  that  part 
of  i  bf  present  Ward  6  lying  west  of  the  Public 
Garden  and  north  ot  the  cent:e  linsof  Cominon- 
weaUb  avenue,  hereby  res tectfi.Uy  petition  that 
In  the  new  division  of  "waids  they  may  noi  be  sep- 
arated iroin  the  remainder  of  rneu  obi  ward." 

This  petition  is  signed  by  O  is  Norcross,  Benja- 
min F.  Thomas,  Charles  H.  Dalton,  Nathan  Mat- 
tnews.  Abbott  Lawrence,  William  F.  Weld,  George 

C.  Richardson,  John  P.  Putcam,  Avery  Plu  ■  er, 
James  L.  Little,  Jr.,  Edward  L.  Aoftms,  Chester 
GuilO,  Samuel  Johnson,  Charles  W.  Fivelano, 
John  Jeffrie-,  Jr.,  John  T.  Co.  lidge.  C.  E.  Fuller, 
Edward  C.  Johnson,  Riger  Wolcott,  ani  many 
others.  Here  is  also  arother  petition  to 
the  same  effect  signed  by  George  O.  Shat- 
tuck  and  Henry  Van  Brunt.  I  have  another  peti- 
tion here: 

"We,  tne  undersigned,  voters  and  residents  of 
the  present  Ward  6,  her  by  respectfully  petition 
that  in  i  he  new  c  ivision  of  wards,  the  present 
boundary  lines  of  the  ward  may  le.main  un- 
changed" b?tweri)  Joy  street  ano  West  Chester 
park." 

Toe  sinners  ot  tnis  petition  are  all  on  what  is 
callso  the  "pan  nan  le"  oi  the  "long  uine"  They 
a>e.  -ill  below  Adington  street  and  in  that  portion 
of  ola  Ward  6  extending  out  on  the  Milldam  to- 
ward the  toll  g»te,  ibe  sigaatures  of  all  the 
gentlemen  who  h*ve  been  changed  from 
old  Wa  d  6  to  new  Ward  11.  It  is 
signed  by  E.  W.  Plummer,  George  F.  Mans- 
field, J.  H.  Ring,  Georae  A.  Daiiinj,  JonJ. 
O'Donne'ljFren  H.  He<  shaw,  R.  A.  Henshaw,  Z. 

D.  ('bauaan,  H.  Seavev.  R.  F.  McClanmn,  Geoige 
A.  Chiffee,  T.  H.  Richardson,  Charles  H.  Hopisins, 
Seth  W.  Fuller,  Vein.nHoloroolJ,  Geoige''.  Pow- 
ers, James  C.  Bates,  Wvzeman  Marshall,  Horac9 
A.  Watson,  C.  S.  Paiker,  Fianci?  k.  Osboru,  B. 
Joy  Jeffries,  Jeremiah  Abbott,  Chailes  P.  Horton, 
ai  d  many  others.  Here  is  another  oetition  to  (he 
same  effect  signed  by  Alpheus  Haidy,  William 
Perkins,  Jarvis  1).  Braman,  James  Sturgis.  J. 
Thomas  Stevenson,  8.  D.Wanei  ,  Frsioklin  Haven, 
Wil'iaru  G.  Russe.l  and  various  others,  seventv--ix 
in  all.  Now,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if  we 
can  u.ake  a  chance  that  would  cominue  the 
boundaiylines  of  Warci  6  about  as  they  ate  todav, 
it  is  our  duty  to  do  so.  the  wisbe  of  the  citizens 
or  this  waTd  should  be  considered  unless  good 
reaso-  s  can  he  shown  why  it  should  noi  be  done; 
and  1  contend  that  no  good  reasons  have  be  n  or 
can  be  shown  why  the  boundaries  of  that  w*rd 
should  be  so  tad icall.y  changed.  My  preposition 
does  not  chnuge  or  interfere  «ith  the  biurdari^s 
of  'be  out'yijg  wardf.  To  be  sure.it  slightly 
changes  tne  lines  of  adjoimug  warns;  but  it  in- 
augurates the  plan  lecommeoded  bv  Aide  man 
Prescott  at  a  former  meeting,  and  I  contend,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  if  that  is  the  wish  of  the  resi- 
dents ot  Ward  6,  it  is  not  right  or  fiir  o-  just  for 
us  to  disturb  them.  They  have  been  in  the  ha c it 
of  voting  a"d  acting  together  tor  the  last  twenty 
or  thirty  years,  a  d  if  there  is  no  good  reason  tor 
mkn  g  tue  chaoge  why  snouii  we  dismrb  those 
who  have  a'  ways  :ake^  an  active  ieter est  tn  pro- 
moting good  government?  They  have  been  will- 
ing a*io  reac %,  npoo  all  occa-ions,  to  go  to  the 
polls  and  do  their  utmost  to  elect  good  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Covemment  aim  the  Stale  Legis- 
lature, irrespective  of  p-\rtv.  That  is  a  notorious 
fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  ard  we  •  ad  an  evinence  of  it 
in  the  Decent  State  election.  There  is  not 
a  great  deal  to  be  said  in  favor  of  retain- 
ing t'  e  lines  repoited.  and  the  committee 
have  shown  no  good  reason  for  ma?iog 
th-  cnatge.  Now,  the  residents  ot  that  section 
ask  to  be  put  back,  B  r.d  whv  should  we  ot  grant 
tie  request  of  these  respectable  citizens  and 
heavy  taxpayers?  If  is  no  little  thing  to  upset 
the  arrangements  which  have  existed  in  a  certain 
section  for  atiencing  to  their  municipal  affairs. 
They  oo  not  wish  to  be  distubed,  and  I  think  we 
will  be  guilty  of  great  injustice  if  we  dis  urb 
them.  Theie  are  no  reasons  for  altering  the  old 
lines,  tut  mere  are  some  strong  arguments  against 
it,  tor  the  labors  of  the  Assessors'  department  will 
be    less   aiduous,   and    the    lines,    as    proposed 

the   Alderman   from    Ward  9,  will  be  about 
e    same    as   they    are  now,— two  very    strong 
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argument;,  to  sav  the  least.  No  reason*  against 
this  proposed  change  have  been  urged  except 
sytnmet  y  and  v,ant  of  time.  The  chairman  ot 
the  committee,  in  his  remarks  upon  this  subject, 
said  symmetry  »as  not  to  be  considered— that  was 
when  tbey  pio^osed  to  alino-a  annihilate  Ward  6. 
New,  if  it  is  urged  that  the  extension  of  Ward  6 
out  en  the  Mill  am  is  obiccuoi  able  on  account  of 
symmetry,  the  arerument  of  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4  is  of  no  avail.  I  do  hope,  Mr.  Ciair  iian, 
that  we  sball  find  it  in  our  way  to  oblige 
these  citizens  and  heavy  taxpayers  who  come 
here  and  uok  to  have  the  old  lines  of  their  wrd 
remain  precisely  or  substantially  as  thei  wiie 
before.  I  was  surprised  to  find  so  many  of  thepco- 
ple  residrng  below  Arlington  street' dissatisfied 
with  the  arrangement  that  bas  been  nrnde  to  tarte 
tbem  out  of  their  ward.  I  supposed  tu at  all  who 
■were  placed  in  Ward  11  were  sattsfied;  but  when 
four  or  five  hundred  men  come  up  here  ana  ^sk  to 
be  allowed  to  remain  whrie  tb:y  have  b-eu  for 
twenty  or  thirty  vtars.  I  believe  it  to  be  our  duty 
to  give  atieoti  >n  to  their  petitio:  rf  no  good  rea- 
son can  be  shown  why  the  change  should  be 
made.  I  believe  we  siuould  give  toeir  wishes  that 
attention  to  which  they  are  e  titl  d.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  move  to  amend  tne— 

The  Chair— The  question  before  the  Boaro  is  on 
the  amendment  of  Aldermau  Quiucy. 
Alderman  Quucy — 1  withdraw  the  amendment. 
Alderman  Clark— Then  I  move  to  ameui  the 
ordinance  bv  substituting  for  Wards  G,  7,  8,9,10, 
11, 12  and  lb'  tbe  descriptions  now  lyini  in  print  on 
the  Aloermen's  desks. 

[I'oe  su.'isiiiutes  were  substantially  the  amend- 
ments offered  by  Alderman  Prescottat  a  former 
meelinsr.J 

Alderman  Quiucy— Mr.  Chairman,  I  like  to  see 
a  sailor  fight  his  ship  to  the  last,  and  not  surren- 
der while  j  reasonable  hope  of  victory  remains. 
But,  sir,  after  he  bas  once  faiily  acknowledged 
defeat  and  hauled  ao»o  his  colors,  it  then  dott- 
ing as  be  thinks  into  a  bettr  position,  he  runs 
them  a/^ain  to  bis  masthead  and  reopens  his 
broadside,  fLe  enemv  may  then  by  all  he  Jaws  of 
war  blow  him  into  tbe  a'r  orscna  bim  to  l>avy 
Jones  in  the  shortest  oosnble  order.  Now,  sir, 
under  what  circumstances  is  thts  conflict  now  re- 
newed? At  t*ro  successive  sessions  ot  this 
Board  toe  merits  of  the  oropooed  substitute  for 
the  committee's  lines  were  most  ably  advocated, 
ami  aftei  every  opportunity  ar-d  ali  tbe  desired 
time  b?d  been  given  for  its  support,  tbe  same 
was  rejected  by  the  decisive  vote  of  two  to  one. 
In  the  other  branch,  after  tbe  arguments  for  a 
suspension  of  tbe  rules  bad  been  pre  =nted  by 
the  advocates  of  the  ubstitute  as  forcibly  as  was 
in  tbeir  power,  they  tailed  of  obtaining  even 
a  majority,  much  less  the  requisite  two-thirds, 
therefor.  This  Decisive  defeat  was  gracefully  and 
promptly  acknowledged  by  the  l=ader  of  the  oppo- 
sition. Down  same  his  flag  at  once,  and  hand- 
somely disclaiming  ail  desire  to  cause  further  de- 
lay bv  a  factious  opposition,  he  himself  made  the 
clinching  motion  for  reconsideration  "hoping  that 
it  would  not  prevail."  Had  hs  then  oiscovered, 
as  chairman  of  the  Juciciary  Committee  of  the 
other  branch,  that  by  tbe  unexpecteu  delay  in  its 
passage  the  word  "next,''  in  the  ordinance  no 
longer  grammatically  designated  November  ot  tbrs 
year,  be  would  undoubtedly  have  suggested  the 
necescaiy  correction.  But  it  escaped  him,  sir,  as 
it  had  previously  escaped  me.  The  oidinance 
went  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  had  delayed 
bis  visit  ro  New  York  io  orner  that  he  might  Sign 
the  same  if  be  approved  thereof.  He  riid  so,  and 
left  the  city,  and  1  believe  thai  the  publn  no  less 
than  the  City  Government  breathed  more  freely 
in  the  belief  that  the  long  agony  was  over,  »nd 
that  the  malcontents  would  now  turn  their 
attentioo  to  making  the  best  of  the  in- 
evitable. Onr  City  Clerk's  attention  was 
catled  to  the  error  wuich,  as  be  thought 
might  be  cured  by  a  simple  amendment.  But 
the  legal  mind  ot  the  chairman  of  the 
judiciary  at  once  saw  the  oppoitunitv  for 
renewing  the  co-.t°st.  In  '  a  certain  point 
of  vie*,  sir,  I  regard  such  renewal  as 
taking  advantage  in  part  of  his  own  negligence. 
For  as  we  have  no  committee  on  bills  >n  the  third 
reading,  I  consider  it  tbe  business  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Ordinance  Committee  in  each  bra  ch 
to  look  after  and  amend  exactly  such  errors  as 
these,  previous  to  enactment.  We  neither  of  us 
did  so,  and  the  consequence  is  that  by  our  joint 
negligence  the  ordinance  may  in  a  certain  view 
be  held  legailv  void  and  must  be  reenacted.  I 
should  consider,  sir,  the  renewal  of  the  contest 
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uuder  such  circumstances  as  entirely  unjustifia- 
ble, were  it  not  tor  the  view  taken  by  the  gentle- 
men froua  tbe  aggrieved  ward,  totheeffect  that  al- 
though eojoying  ample  opportunities  to  prepare 
and  support  their  amendments  in  this  branch, 
they  hah  uot  tl  at  access  to  the  numbered  map 
necessary  to  piesenttbem  in  the  first  instance  in 
the  other.  However  tuat  may  be,  the  reenact- 
ment  tnrew  tbe  doors  wids  once  more;  no 
rules  were  in  the  way,  and  the  battle  was  again 
fought  on  the  same  lines  which  in  this 
branch  they  had  failed  to  catry,  with  an- 
other decisive  oefeat  as  a  result.  This 
making  two  square  dereats,  one  in  each 
branch,  it  might  have  been  supposed  that  the  now 
hopeless  contest  would  be  abandoned.  It  seems 
now,  however ,  as  it  Ward  6  has  tot  yet  found  its 
last  ditch ;  for  in  the  interval  bet  *  een  the  sessions 
of  the  two  branches,  a  complete  change  of  base 
has  been  effected.  The  old  lues  have  been  aban- 
doned, the  kaleidoscope  is  given  aoother tura, 
and  yet  another  brilliant  combination  of  gay  col- 
ors on  which  to  feast  our  eyes  appears.  It  looks 
very  pretty,  sir,  and  as  a  colonst  I  confess  my  in- 
feriority. The  sombre  and  lugubrious  landscape 
which  I,  with  a  feather  and  an  ink  oottle,  pre- 
pared, as  showing  the  real  saaoe  of  the  ward  in 
question,  makes  a  poor  show  by  the  side  of  the 
rainbow  tints  ir.  which  the  promised  land  of  Ward 
6  now  greets  our  gaze.  Certaioly  the  inequality 
of  numb  is  is  as  great,  and  as  it  strikes  my  eye 
the  mequ Uity  of  area  is  greater,  in  this  second 
substitute  than  the  first.  The  one  advantage  is 
that  the  lines  no  longer  bisect  the  Common,  and 
the  row  of  poses  suggested  by  the  Al- 
derman on  my  left  will  be  unnecessary. 
But  it  is  idle  to  suppose,  sir,  that  either  of  the  sub- 
stitutes offer  any  substantial  advantage  over  the 
committee's  scheme,  if  the  one  great  argument  so 
strongly  pressed  m  private  was  satisfactorily  met 
by  me  in  my  remarks  at  a  previous  session.  Is  the 
fact  that  certain  gentlemen  in  one  ward,  accus- 
tomed to  act  together  admittaoly  for  good  govern- 
ment, must  now  b»  separated  and  compelled  to 
seek  new  associates  in  different  fields,  necessarily 
such  a  blow  at  the  vjause  of  good  government  as 
justifies  any  change  in  the  seven  wurds  of  the  city 
proper  in  order  to  avoid  the  same?  Is  our  good 
city  necessarily  going  in  Mr.  Mantalini's  worus  to 
the  aemnuion  bow-wows  because  afewgentle- 
meu  in  one  waid  have  lost  their  old  majority  and 
must  no  v  work  \a  a  somewhat  uew  field  to  regain 
the  same?-  Let  me  contrast  the  two  complaints 
made  against  the  committee's  lines.  Tne  first 
which  found  utterance  through  the  pisss  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  upper  part  of  Beacon  street  was 
included  in  the  same  ward  -with  the  South  Cove. 
That  having  been  remedied,  the  second  is  that  the 
lo^er  half  is  not  included  within  the  same  hues 
with  the  district  formerly  Known  as  "negro  hill." 
Thev  object  to  a  change  of  partners,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  there  is  the  whole  thing  m  a  nutshell. 
Great  stress  h.is  been  laid  on  the  deference  which 
should  be  paid  to  the  expressed  preference  of  so 
numerous  and  respectable  a  class  of  citizen-:  as 
those  who  it  is  claimed  now  remonstrate  i  t  beiog 
shaker,  out  of  their  old  ruts.  In  a  clear  case  of 
six  of  oue  i ml  half  a  cozen  of  the  other  I  admit 
that  the  wishes  of  our  constituents  should  turn 
th°  ■  cale.  Bui  if  I,  sir,  honestly  believing  that 
our  lines  wilt  in  the  course  of  ten  years  result  in 
the  most  good — if  I,  so  believing,  did  not  so  vote,  I 
should  remind  myself  of  the  men  for  whom  a 
wiiter  in  the  .Nation  has  coined  the  name  or  horse 
politicians,  from  ibeir  readiness  to  go  in  any  con- 
ceivable direction  in  wh'ch  taey  think  their  con- 
stituents oesire  to  drive  them,  jusr  as  a  horse  car- 
ries bis  master  with  equal  alaciity  to  a  gambling 
house  or  to  churcn,  never  bolheriug  his  head 
about  their  respective  merits.  If  such  a  man 
thinks  that  his  constituents  belo  ve  in  hard 
money,  then  he  is  all  for  a  return  to  specie ;  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  be  believes  them  deluded  iy  the 
paper  heresy,  then  no  gieeo-backed  bullfrog  was 
ever  a  greater  inflationist.  I  cannot  suppose,  sir, 
that  th;  more  intelligent  portion  of  myeoos'itu- 
ents  would  prefer  being  represented  by  a  man 
whom  they  could  drive  when  his  opinions  differed 
from  their  own.  If  any  do  euteitain  -uch  prefer- 
ence, they  will  soon  have  an  opportunity  ot  ex- 
pressing it. 

Aldei man  Clark— I  don't  know  that  the  oarties 
who  signed  these  petitions  to  the  Board  ot  Alder- 
men propose  to  make  »n  issue  of  it  iu  the  coming 
election,  and  I  had  not  thought  of  it  until  in- 
formed by  the  Al  lerman  from  Ward  4.  I  certain- 
ly advocate  the  same  mea«uie  that  I  favored  upon 
a  previous  occasion.     1  stated   that  Ward  8  was 


satisf actoiy  to  m.i  personally;  and  I  supposed 
from  the  information  I  deiived  from  him  that 
his  amendment  was  satisfactory  to  the  resi- 
dents of  Ward  6.  There  was  no  debate  upon 
this  subject  when  it  passed  th  Board  of 
Aldermen,  because  we  took  the  assurance  of 
the  gentleman  from  Waa  4  that  hi;  amend- 
ment was  satistactory  tothere=irientsof  old  Ward 
6,  and  believed  it  was.  But  two-thirds  of  the 
voters  have  come  here  and  said  it  is  •■ot  satisfac- 
tory, and  that  they  want  us  to  consider  whsther 
or  not  the  line- as  pa*«ed  here  should  be  carried 
out.  That  is  the  reason  whj  there  was  no  cebate 
upon  this  subject  when  it  passed  toe  Board  of 
Aldermen.  I  am  pertertly  astonished  at  the  ais- 
satisfactio";  and  until  Saturday  I  was  not  aware 
that  the  people  down  there  »»re  dissatisfied  with 
the  lines  as  passed  for  Ward  6.  Now,  1  contecd, 
sir,  that  petitions  representing  large  numbers  of 
citizens  deserve  consideration  at  the  hanas  of 
this  Board,  coming  from  whatever  class  of  society 
or  from  whatever  section  of  the  city  they  m?,y, 
and  that  rheir  desiies  are  nit  to  be  passed  over 
in  this  brisk  manner — not  bv  any  means.  It  makes 
no  difference  to  me  whether  the  petitioners  are 
from  one  stction  of  tte  city  or  the  other;  I  always 
endeavor  to  give  them  my  ca'etul  consideration, 
and  I  presume  that  when  four  or  five  hundred 
citizens  a cd  taxpayers  ask  to  be  heard  tieyare 
entitled  to  be  treated  with  respectful  attention. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  altera tioo  of  these  lines, 
asked  foi  by  these  petitioners,  do^s  not  affect  the 
interest  of  the  city  in  tbe  slightest  degree;  it 
changes  the  lines  in  a  few  of  the  ward-,  to  be 
suie,  but  it  aoesn'r  alter  the  number  of  voters 
in  the  wards.  There  is  nothing  at  issue— 
nothiog  to  be  lost;  nothiig  to  be  gaiued. 
Now,  the  fact  that  this  o  dinance  has  parsed 
both  branches  of  the  Government  is  oo  reason 
why  we  should  not  make  the  -Iteiatiou  when  .ve 
have  the  opportunity,  ntter  finding  ihar  we  have 
made  a  mistake  and'have  lra»  u  lines  that  are  not 
satisfactory  to  the  citizens  ther. .  1  have  no 
doubt,  sir,  that  if  the  amendments  which  I  pro- 
pose are  adooted,  they  will  be  concurre  i  in  by  the 
Common  Council  ?t  tneir  next  meeting,  as  it  was 
rejected  bv  only  a  slight  majority  at  thrir  last 
meeti  g.  There  is  no  trouble  about  getting  the 
voting  list*  reaoy,  becsuse  the  Registrars  of 
"Voters  say  they  can  prepare  them  by  the 
fir?t  week  in  "Decemoer; — ibjt  information 
was  obtained  from  the  Registrars  of  Voters. 
There  is  no  excuse  then  for  making 
these  changes  if  we  deem  them  advisable. 
Inasmuch  as  this  simple  alteration  affects  no  gen- 
eral principles,  there  is  no  reason  why  we  sh  ull 
not  revr»w  this  matter,  and  ac;ede  to  the  wishes 
ot  the  reside  ts  ot  that  section;  audi  hope  this 
Board,  after  looking  into  the  matter,  will  make 
uo  iheir  munis  th?t  the  line s  formerly  proposed 
by  the  Alderman  from  Warn  9  will  tie  ado  ted. 
Inasmuch  as  tii^y  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  that 
sectiou,  and  as  no  objections  to  them  are  made 
from  auv  other  section,  I  think  ve  ought  to  acopt 
the  amend  nent"  I  have  had  the  honor  to  offe  and 
which  are  substantially  the  same  as  offe  ei  by  the 
Aldemau  from  Ward  9. 

Aldermau  Quincy — I  think  the  Alderman  frpn 
Ward  6  hardly  doe*  me  justice  in  representing 
that  on  a  pievious  occasion  I  professed  to  suomit 
an  amendment  sati-faetory  to  the  citizen-  of 
Ward  6.    if  i  he  Alderman  will  real  my  rem  ;rks— 

Alderman  Clank — I  unoerstooa  tbe  Alderman.  I 
referred  to  the  aruerdm-nt  to  Ward  6. 

Alietnian  Quincv— I  t'>iiik  th.-  AUlerman  can 
read  my  remarks  from  b-g'n.ing  to  end  without 
finding' the  slightest  intimation  that  any  voters  in 
Ward  6  were  content  wim  the  am.eodm.ent.  I 
alluded  to  his  remarks  and  suit  nothing  from 
which  it  could  be  iofeired  that  any  resident  of 
Ward  6  or  the  "nan handle"  was  pl-ased  with 
th?  committee's  lines. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  did  not  intend  io  tike  up 
any  of  the  time  of  the  Bond  this  afternoon  i'J  fur- 
ther discussion  of  the  divisiou  of  watds;  but  inas- 
much as  the  plan,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present 
to  the  Board  some  few  weeks  ago.  as  a  substitute 
for  a  pait  of  the  committee's  report.  i>  airain 
before  us,  I  will  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Board  for  a  single  moment.  If  the 
members  of  the  Board  will  remember 
when  this  subject -one  of  the  most  imporiaot 
that  has  been  brouaht  to  our  attention  this  year — 
was  first  acted  upoo  by  the  other  brauch  of  the 
Grovernmeut.  I  think  it  will  give  us  some  light 
upon  the  matter.  It  will  be  remembeieo  tuat 
when  this  matter  was  finally  passed  upon  by  the 
Common  Couucil,  no  plans  were  presented  until 
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the  evening  when  the  measure,  I  may  properly 
say,  »as  forcei  through.  Mtmb.-i-s  of  tne-  other 
btanch  of  toe  Government  «eho  fcad  desired  to  in- 
form themselve'  in  regard  to  the  figures,  and  in 
regard  to  the  location  of  the  ward  lines,  din  not 
have  access  to  the  map  fion  which  the  com- 
mittee -"lade  their  report  until  the  last  mo- 
ment. They  asked  for  delay,  but  it  was  re- 
fused. Th">i  the  matter  came  to  this  Board,  and 
before  it  was  acted  upon  I  presented  another  plan 
by  request  of  several  people  living  in  old  Ward  6; 
atd  I  beli-ve  it  couinie  ided  itselt  to  tbe  menbers 
of  this  Board.  Without  asking  the  Board  to  act 
uoon  it  hastily,  we  adjourned  to  a  later  day  to 
consider  the  matter,  and  at  that  time,  a-d  not  be- 
fore, was  t'  e  new  plan  presented  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee, the  Alderman  from  Ward  4.  He 
state  i  in  his  first  remarks,  I  think,  that  th^  mer- 
its of  tbe^e  two  plan-  bad  been  fully  discu«sei  by 
the  Board,  and  tnat  the  Board  had  decided  in 
favoi  of  the  plan  which  was  afterwards  adoofd 
by  the  Council.  JNow,  ibis  is  not  a  fair  statement 
of  the  ca-e.  His  plan  wa- 1  «t  presented  until  the 
Board  was  called  to  a':t*  upon  it,  and  it  seems  to 
me  ihat  we  acted  upon  it  very  nastily.  It  was 
consideied  as  a  sort  of  compromise  between  the 
plan  of  the  committee  aid  fiat  which  1  submit- 
teJ.  I  felt  perfectly  sate  in  voting  foi  the  plan 
which  I  submitted,  becau<3  it  hid  thy  irdors— 
ment  of  ths  people  of  that  section  of  the  city, 
d>dl  was  not  as  sure,  by  aoy  means  tb^t  tbe  com- 
pronise  plan  which  the  Aldermao  tiomWard4 
submitceo  would  be  acceptable  to  the  people,  but 
the  latter,  of  cour«a,  said  it  wouid  It  was  pre- 
sented, 1  think,  but  an  hour  before  it  was 
acte i  ucon,  though  I  m  not  able  to  speaK 
distinctly  upon  that  point.  I  believe  that 
the  petition  which  the  Alderman  f<oin  Ward 
6  presented  this  afterno  n  speaks  the  al- 
most, unanimi>us  sentiment  of  the  people  living 
in  ih&t  section  of  Ward  6,  and  I  koow  of  no  reason 
why  their  reasonabl-  wishes  tboukl  not  be  grant- 
ed. Changts  have  beeo  made  io  almost  every 
other  ward,  because  it  w?s  represented  bv  some 
Alderman  that  it  was  toe  wish  of  tne  oeople  liviog 
iii  tdo-e  sections  of  the  city,  and  thev  aid  not,  to 
any  considerable  extent  break  up  the  number  of 
voters,  or  so  arrange  ihe  number  of  voter- in  the 
wards  ihar  they  were  disproportionate.  Several 
am°iidments  were  proposed  by  members  of  the 
Board  in  their  own  sections  in  regard  to  changes 
of  lines, whico  weie  adopted  without  ary  exception 
Io  regard  to  the  change  of  tne  line  which  was  pro- 
posed in  what  is  now  Ward  11,  b-  tweeu  Columbus 
avenue  and  the  Providence  Railroad  and  We-t  New- 
ton street  and  Chest tr  park,  it  seemed  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  resioents  living  in  that  sectiou  were 
hi  favor  ot  being  retained  in  Ward  11,  row  Ward 
18,  ano  this  Board  complied  with  the  rensonable 
request  ot  th s  residents  of  that  sectiou.  Now,  I 
see  no  reason,  titer  fore,  why  t'iis  Beard  should 
refuse  to  giant  ^he  reasonable  tequest  of  the 
heavy  taxpayers  and  other  citizens  who  have 
come  here  this  aft  moon.  It  was  saia  if  the  ooru- 
piomis-  plan  was  adopted  by  tnis  Board  it,  would 
be  adopted  by  the  Common  Couucil,  and  row  it  is 
sain  toat  if  the  plan  submit' ed  tonaj  is  adopted  by 
the  Board  it  will  not  he  adopted  bv  the  Council, 
and  I  have  heard  it  uaid  that  the  other 
branch  adopted  tbe  plan  they  did  because  they 
thougnt  the  Boat  d  would  not  cake  any  change  in  it 
Now,  I  think  it  is  about  time  to  come  back  to  first 
principles,  do  what,  is  right,  and  let  the  conse- 
quences take  a  re  of  themselves.  I  learn  from 
good  authority  that  it  this  chauge  is  made,  and  if 
it  can  b=  settled  definitely  in  the  Boaid  and  the 
Council  and  signed  by  the  Mayor  durrng  the  pres- 
ent week,  tbe  nelay  will  not  be  serious ;  the  Regis- 
trars of  Voters  can  put  their  cletical  force 
upon  ware's  in  oth.er  sections  of  the  city 
where  there  is  no  question  that  tbe  lines 
aie  satisfactory  to  the  people  living  in  those  sec- 
tions. T  ti  refore,  a  it  has  been  the  desire  of  this 
Board  to  grant  the  reasonable  request  of  the 
voters  wtxo  have  come  here  in  the  past,  I 
can  see  no  objection  to  «•  anting  this  peti- 
tion from  tbe  voters  of  Ward  6.  It  the  old 
lines  are  retained  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
remain  in  the  same  wan.  that  I  am  row  in,  which 
includes  that  portion  of  Ward  6  cal'ed  tbe 
"pan-ham  le''  bv  the  Alderman  from  Ward  4. 
Nevertheless, it  seems  to  m-  from  tne  petitions 
pressnted  this  afternoon,  that  tbey  desire  to  re- 
main in  the  same  ward  tba'  thev  are  no//  in,aooif 
no  serious  obstacle  is  in  tbe  way  I  trust  the  Board 
will  giaat  their  petition  and  chat  wet  shall  star d 
light  in  this  matter.    They  h».ve  roads  aieason- 


able  request,  and  it  is^no  more  than  right  that  it 
should  be  granted. 

Alderman  Quiucy— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
difference  htt«een  the  reasonable  request  of 
some  of  tbe  outlying  wards  and  that  of  Ward  6, 
which  it  is  thought  should  be  gramed.  Tne  out- 
lying -  ai  ds  made  a  request  involving  nobody  out 
themselves  aud  tbe  adjacent  ward.aoo  that  is 
granted;  Wara  C  comes  in  and  asks  that  s=ven 
wards  in  the  citv  proper  shall  be  reorawn  to  give 
hei  the  terrttorv  she  claims,  I  think  th'  re  is  a 
diffet-.nce  between  ona  reasonable  request  and 
the  other. 

Alderman  Clark  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays  oj 
his  amenaments. 

Alder  a  an  Bunage— I  should  like  to  gratify  the 
hignly  respectable  gentlemen  who  petition  for 
this.chauge,  but  it  is  an  exceedingly  awkward 
'  matter  to  reopen  the  question  at  tuis  time.  Ic 
seems  to  me  that  tbe  time  is  very  short  We  have 
passed  the  ordinance  after  mature  dehberation  in 
both  branch's,  aod  tne  public  generally,  vith  the 
exception  of  tnis  oae  ward,  have  concurred  m  it. 
Now,  on  account  of  a  clerical  erior,  we  are  obliged 
to  introduce  another  ordinance,  ano  advantage  is 
taken  of  it  to  reopen  the  whole  subject.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  be  childish  on  our  part  to  go 
back  on  our  record,  and  amend  the  oroinance  as 
proposed,  and  make  a  new  redivnsioo.  Therefore 
1  shatl  be  comptlled  to  vote  against  the  am  -nd- 
ment. 

Alderman  Oatk — I  usually  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  10,  out  I  don't  concur  in  his  state- 
ment that,  it  will  be  childish  to  go  b  ick  on  our 
recoic'.  It  is  never  childish  to  d"  right.  If  we 
have  oo  e  the  citizens  of  Ward  C  wrong  hereto- 
fore, let  us  right  it,  now  that  we  have  an  opportu- 
nity. No  great  fault  has  been  found  with  tne 
division.  There  was  really  no  time  to  find  fault, 
for  the  whole  subject  was  sent  in  her- at  a  very 
late  hour  in  th- year.  I  have  no  doubt  the  com- 
mrfte- labo'ed  v-ry  arduously,  but  tbey  gave  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  very  little  trine  to  ex- 
amine lototh-  merits  of  their  plan,  and  find  out 
how  it  suited  their  constituents,  who  ars  the  ones 
to  b^  suited  in  this  matter.  This  divi- 
sion is  not  made  for  the  City  Council,  but  for 
the  people,  aod  we  want  it  as  just  and 
equitable  as  it  can  be.  Tne  remonstrants  did  not 
come  in  lire  before  it  was  passed  uoon  because 
they  did  not  have  the  opportunity ;  arid  that  is  the 
reason  they  do  so  now.  But  that  is  oo  reason  why 
we  should  not  do  them  justice  row  that  we  have 
an  opportunity.  It  is  the  only  serious  com  pi  am  t, 
1  admit,  exespt  in  some  of  the  outlying  wards 
where  the  objections  and  grievances  were  listened 
to  and  remedied,  and  satisfactory  alterations  were 
made.  So  I  c  intend  that  the  alterations  asked 
for  by  Ward  6  do  no  injury  to  any  other  ward — 
not  the  slightest  in  the  world.  4s  I  stated  b-fore, 
tbe  people  there  object,  unless  some  good  leason 
canoe  shown  for  oisturbitig  their  ward  affairs. 
Tnis  mutter  is  not  ssktd  for  by  any  politi- 
cal party  ;  toee  is  nothing  of  a  political 
nature  in  it.  The  petition  is  signed  by  as  many 
Democrats  a*  Republicans.  I  wish  this  Board  to 
bear  in  mino  that  Ward  6  has  n  .ver  been  strongly 
partisan  in  municipal  affairs,  toay  vote  tor  Demo- 
crats as  oleen  as  they  do  for  Republicans .  One 
of  the  cest  Aidetmen  Boston  ever  had  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  he  was  sent  here  from  Ward  6  for  four 
years,  and  he  would  have  been  sent  four  years 
more  it  he  hid  desired  it.  The  citizens  feel  that 
they  hav-  been  changed  from  their  old  political 
associations  in  municipal  business,  andioasmuch 
as  the i e  are  no  objections  to  putting  them  back; 
inasmuch  a  s  ir.  will  merely  eh  inge  the  lines  of  a  few 
wards — and  that  very  slightly, — it  see*ms  to  me  we 
ought  to  ignore  the  fact  that  we  have  ooce  voted 
in  favor  of  accepting  the  lines  which  have  been 
concurred  in,  and  accommodate  this  large  num- 
ber of  petitioners  by  making  th-se  alterations. 

Alderman  Wortoingcrn-When  this  subject 
came  up  1  desired  as  much  as  ?,ny  Alderman  at 
this  Board  to  so  arrange  the  wards  as  to  accom- 
modate all  citizens  in  cb«  different  secti  >ns,  aod  I 
uudei-sood  that  that  was  the  case  when  the  ordi- 
nance was  oassed,  especially  io  regard  to  Ward  6. 
It  is  true*  there  are  wot  more  than  half  a  dozen 
strong  remonstrances  agaiDst  the  arrangement  of 
Ward  6.  It  passed  both  branches  by  a  large 
mijority,  and  I  throk  rhaf,  should  have  satisfied 
evetv  one  that  the  wards  were  divided  as  satisfac- 
torily as  could  be.  and  I  have  yet  to  learu  woere 
Ihey  are  divided  wrongly.  The  gentleman  from 
Warj  6  savs  if  we  have  done  wrong  we  should 
correct  it,  but  be  doesn't  poiot  out  anv  wrong.  He 
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doe",  n't  say  rbtyare  unequally  divided;  that  there 
is  not  the  requisite  number  of  voters  in  each  ward ; 
that  tney&re  not  svmmeti  icalio  form  and  inkeepi  ng 
with  th?  other  ward?.  He  oolv  says  there  is  a  large 
number  of  petitioners  who  obj  ;et  to  it.  And  how 
m«.ny?  H>  has  put  in  a  petition  of  two  or  thtee 
hundred,  and  says  two-toiras  of  the  people  in  the 
ward  oppi.se  it.  Now  wo  have  a  list  of  2800  voters 
in  that  wa.rd,  and  200  is  not  two-thirds  of  that  list. 
How  are  we  to  know  that  the  other  2600  are  aot 
satisfied  with  the  ward  as  it  is?  Those  who  tavor 
it  have  not  been  stirred  u  o ;  no  petitions  in  favor 
have  been  circulated  upon  tne  "pan-handle."  We 
all  know  how  easy  it  is  to  get  a  petition  nwed. 
I  will  guarantee  to  get  a  petition  with  500  names 
directly  in  opposition  to  this  one,  after  I  gst  two 
or  three  good  names  to  head  it.  If  we  are  co  lis- 
ten to  remonstrances  against  this  divisio  ,  I  have 
someihing  to  present  from  my  own  distuct,  and  I 
can  bring  up  1400  names  against  being  set  of  to 
Brighton.  If  we  open  this  matter,  why  snoulct  we 
not  hear  the  remoustar»te  in  Ward  l.i 
agamst  going  to  Bnghion  to  vote?  They 
say  it  will  nisfrancnise  them  rbis  year,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  will.  Tne  people  there  will  not  go  to 
Brighton  to  vote,  certainlv  not  to  the  caucuses. 
Mat v  of  them  are  labor iDg  men,  and  cast~four  or 
five  bundled  votes  between  one  and  two  o'clock. 
They  cannot  afford  to  give  the  whole,  day  to  vot- 
ing, hut  under  this  artangemeot  they  will  have  to 
spend  a  dollar  and  lose  a  whole  day  id  order  to 
vote.  Simply  because  five  or  six  men  in  Ward  6 
are  bere  by  petition,  ItntnK  it  is  not  safe  to  open 
seven  or  eight  wards  to  accommodate  tbem.  No 
one  would  be  moie  ready  to  accommodate  them 
than  I;  but  I  see  no  reason  tor  upsetting  all  we 
bava  dote  in  the  last  six  weeks.  The  Alderman 
says  they  are  in  tavor  ol  good  government.  Will 
they  «  ork  any  the  less,  oi  be  less  good  men  if  put 
into  a  new  ward?  Thev  will  be  iust  as  good 
citizens  aud  endeavor  to  vote  for  good  men 
theie,  as  tbev  did  in  Waid  6,  aod  will 
vote  for  a  good  Democrat  when  the  Re- 
publicans don't  put  up  the  right  man.  Tbey 
will  vote  for  the  right  uj»n,  whether  in  Waro  6  or 
in  whatever  ward  you  pur  tbem.  Now,  sir,  woy 
have  n't  those  men  wdo  favor  tne  ward  as  it  is  laid 
out  come  nere?  Because  thtv  rely  apon  the  good 
sense  of  the  City  Council  to  stand  by  what  is 
right.  I  shall  stand  by  it,  because  I  believe  the 
plan  represent*  the  good  ec  se  of  the  peoole  of 
Boston;  aod  therefore  I  shall  voie  to  keep  the 
waros  as  they  are. 

Alderman  Clark's  amendment  .vas  lost— yeas  5, 
nays  6: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Claik,  Power,  Pres- 
cott,  Stebbins — 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Harris,  O'Brien,  Quin- 
cy,  Viles,  Wortbington— 6. 

Absent— Alderman  Pope. 

Alderman  Stebbins  rei.eweu  the  pievion«  mo- 
rion of  Alderman  Quincy,  explaining  that  Breed's 
Island  would  havealatge  number  ot  voteis  in  a 
few  years,  although  theie  <;re  few  now. 

Alderman  Quincy  eaid  he  withdrew  t'ie  amend- 
ment, intending  to  offer  a  supplementary  ordi- 
nance to  meet  the  case. 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  a  lisiog  tie  vote — 5 
for,  5  against. 

Alderman  Piescott  d^siiert  that  Alderman  Pope, 
who  is  absent,  should  have  au  opportunity  to 
vote  on  the  subject,  ind  moved  that  further  con- 
sideration oi  the  subject  ne  special'v  assigned  to 
a  special  meeting  ou  Wednesday  next,  at  four 
o'c'ock  P.  M.,  when  it  could  be  decided,  and  go 
back  to  cLe  Oouncd  it  necessary- 

Alderman  Quincy  bad  no  objection  to  postpone- 
ment, but  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  Alder- 
man Pope's  vote  would  make  no  cDange,  for  if  he 
favored  the  amendment  it  would  b-  losi  by  a  tie. 

Aioeiman  frescott  said  At  ertnan  Tope's  vote 
might  defeat  concurrence  with  the  Council  in  tbe 
ordinauc  as  passed. 

Aloe  man  Clark  favored  a  postponeojent,  to  al- 
low Aisermao  Pope  to  vote  ou  a  matter  affecting 
the  city  for  the  next  ten  years. 

Alce'tman  Stebbins  said  if  the  postponement  is 
intended,  by  filibustering,  to  produce  a  tie  and  de- 
feat tbe  oroinanC"  entirely,  he  should  no'  take 
any  such  action.  He  did  n'r,  believe  it  right,  aud 
to  prevent  it  would  vote  for  the  o  dimuce  as  it 
comes  from  the  Council,  and  against  the  special 
assignment. 

lloerrcao  Quiocy  said  tbe  only  thing  that  could 
be  done  would  be,  to  bring  about  a  deadlock  and 
defeat  ihe  ordinance  ertire'y. 

Alderman  Clarfc  said  for  that  reason  the  Alder- 
man from  Ward  4  opposes  a  full   consideration  of 


the  suhject,  and  takes  advantage  of  the  absence  of 
an  Alderman  to  press  this  matter  through. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  Aldermen  Pope  knew  the 
matter  was  coming  uo. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  they  had  had  quite  aB 
anomalous  situation  of  affairs.  The  AlUe-manfrom 
W^rd  4  had  introduced  an  amecdment  and  voted 
against  it;  »hile  the  Alderman  fiom  Waid  8 
deemed  it  important  that  it  should  be  passed.  It 
was  plain  tbe  ordinance  is  defective,  and  he  should 
like  to  look  ioco  it. 

Alderman  Stehbms  said  he  accepted  Alderman 
Quincv's  statement  in  good  faith  that  he  intended 
to  introduce  a  supplementary  ordinance. 

Alderman  P.  escott  calls  i  for  the  yeas  ana  i  ays 
on  the  motion  to  special 'y  assign,  and  it  was  lost; — 
yeas  4,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Powet,  Pres- 
cott— 4. 

Nays — Alo'ermen  Burrage,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Quincy,  Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthiugton— 7. 

Tbe  oroi nance  was  concurred  in— jeas  7,  nays  4; 
and  a  motion  to  reconsieer  by  Alderman  Harris 
w»s  lost — yeas  4,  nays  7;  the  Aldermen  voting  in 
the  same  relative  position. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

School  Committee.  Requests  for  new  primary 
schools  io  the  Comins  District  and  Lowell  District, 
and  for  addition?.!  accommodations  id  the  Curtis- 
street  Primary  School.  Seveially  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  Sent 
down. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  ChaunceyThomas, 
for  leave  to  locate  a  steam  engine  and  coiler  at 
103  Chestnut  street,  and  an  order  of  Lotice  was 
passed  for  a  hearing  theivon  to  all  parties  object- 
ing on  Monday,  Dec.  6, 1875,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  William  G.  Davies,  s,nd  six  others, 
were  prss-nted,  duly  certified,  and  weie  approved 
by  the  Bo  arc. 

BACK  BAT  BRIDGES. 

T(,e  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

Ihe  Committee  on  Finance,  co  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Joint  Com  nittee  on 
Streets  in  favor  of  construi-ring  bringes  over  the 
Boston  &  Piovidence  aud  Boston  &  Albany  rail- 
roads, in  erteusion  of  West  Cuester  pars,  witb  an 
order  autboiizing said  work  to  be  do.ie.  at  a  cost 
of  $145,000,  pould  respectfully  report  that  said  or- 
der ought  to  pa«  ,  with  the  accompanying  order 
providing  the  means  for  its  accomplishment: 

Ordered.  Ttatthe  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  un- 
expended balance  of  the  present  fit  ancial  year 
a  sum  sufficient  to  me.t  the  expenditures  which 
will  be  made  during  the.  present  financial  vear  for 
constructing  tbe  bridges  over  the  boston  &  Prov- 
idence and  Boston  &  Aloany  railroads  iu  tsen- 
sion  of  West  Chester  Park,  as  auilnnzed  bv  tbe 
City  Council,  an  '  that  ihs  baiauce  requned  of  the 
estimated  cost  of  $145,000,  not  paio  in  tbis  finan- 
cial year,  be  proviaed  for  by  taxation  on  the  audi- 
tor's estimates  foi  1876-77;  the  said  amounts  to  be 
added  to  the  appropriation  heietofort  mads  for 
Bat  b  Bay  Streets  3na  Avenues." 

Aldeiinan  Stehbius  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Po  ver — It  is  a  question  iu  my  mind 
where  there  is  any  necessity  for  th-i  pa-sago  of 
the  order  tbis  evening.  I  don't  kno>v  ol  auy 
pressing  ca'l  for  it.  I  don't  know  that  traivy  peo- 
ple have  courage  to  invest  rnouey  in  improving 
th.t  territory  by  building  houses,  as  times  look 
now.  and  I  s'upp.  <=e  that  is  the  only  argument  that 
c^>n  be  made  tor  it.  I  have  beeii  thinking  ever 
siuce  this  petition  cams  in  whether  there  was  any 
necessity  for  ii;  and  at  least  I  think  Aldermen 
ought  to'  nave  time  io  look  at  the  territory  where 
it  is  proposed  to  spend  tbis  money.  I  think  we 
had  better  wait  ami  see  whether  we  have  reached 
bottom  aud  whether  there  is  to  be  a  revivil  ot 
business,  and  whether  there  «ill  be  anj  call  for 
houses  there  It  don't  seem  to  me  toere  will  be, 
for  some  rime,  a  d  that  is  the  only  argtuiie  i  that 
can  be  made  for  it. 

Alderman  Burrage — Is  it  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  build"  t"e  bridge  tbis  fall,  oi  make 
the  coutracts  during  the  winter  and  build  tnt»ui  in 
the  spring? 

Alderman  Wortbington— This  is  a  part  of  toe 
contract  whereby  \>  est  Chester  park  and  Com- 
monwealth aveuue  were    filled  up,  the  city  beiug 
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bourd  to  build  the  bridges  as  soon  as  the  streets 
were  completed.  It  is  tbe  intention  ot  the  com- 
mittee to  complete  the  arrangement  the  city  has 
made.  They  believe  that  the  contracts  can  be  let 
ana  die  foundations  maoe  this  var  at  a  much 
less  puce-  t  an  they  can  a  year  hence.  1  do  not 
think  the  bndg*s  will  be  built  before  next  spring; 
but  the  committee  intend  to  have  the  foundations 
put  in,  so  that  work  may  be  given  to  so  many  who 
are  out  ot  employment.  Everybody  kaows  that 
cootracts  are  given  out  at  two  ihiros  what 
they  were  eight  niontos  ago,  and  prob- 
ably at,  two-thirds  what  thev  can  be  next 
year.  We  all  aope  tor  a  revival  ot  business, 
that  laborers  may  find  labor.  The  vork  on  tne 
founditifns  can  be  done  this  winter,  :.nd  they  can 
belaid  this  spring,  and  there'ore  the  committee 
desire  tht»  contract  to  be  giveu  out  at  once,  that 
West  Chester  [>ark  may  be  completed  a>  sooii  as 
possible. 

Alderman  Stebbins— T'ie  agieernent  with  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Compa  iy  was  that  uooi  the 
completion  of  the  stteets  upon  the  Back  Bay,  tha 
city  should  proceed  "fonhwMi  to  coostnn  t  su.t- 
abie  iroo  bridges  over  said  railroads  for  oubhc 
travel."  The  bridges  art  to  be  of  iron;  they  will 
requira  astecia)  kind  of  wotk  tdat  can  be  done 
cheaper  during  the  winrer  than  it  cau  be  contract- 
ed for  next  spring.  I  consider  the  order  a  very 
wise  one  at  this  tine — that  the  foundation.* 
may  be  built  during  the  wiote'  and  placed 
in  position  early  in  the  coming  season,  i  presume 
that  a  very  large  portion  ot  the  stone  woik  can  be 
got  out  during  the  winter.  I  noved  thatt"e  order 
take  its  second  reading  because  the  citv  is  bound, 
morally  and  legally,  to  build  these  bridges  torth- 
wnh. 

Alderman  Power— I  suppose  that  is  part  of  the 
same  contract  wi'h  the  -Vater  Power  Compauy, 
wbo>e  p  -rt  was  to  have  been  completed  iu  1872.  I 
think  that  if  the  order  lies  upon  the  table  till  we 
can  look  l'.io  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  co- 
ing  it,  we  will  pe  keeping  our  contract  as  ell  as 
the  ottier  parties  kern  toeirs.  The  only  argument 
I  can  fte  in  favor  of  it  is  the  inoucemeut  it  will 
bp  to  parties  to  buila  on  that  territory,  nd  I  don't 
think  any  one  has  a  great  desiie  to  do  that,  ccn- 
sideting  the  way  those  up  tne^e  uow  are  selling  at 
the  present  liine.  I  don'i  thina  we  ought  to  pass 
it  now;  at  least  I  hope  it  will  lie  over,  and  I  u.ove 
that  it  lie  upon  tbe  table. 

The  motion  w»a  lost. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed — 
yeas  10,  navs  1 ;  Alderman  Power  voting  nay. 

"Bhe  order  authoiizirg  the  committee  to  contract 
lor  the  construction  of  tbe  bridges  vas  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  pait  of  the  Boato,  submitted  an  or- 
der to  pay  D.  W.  Williams,  Richards  Bradley  aod 
Lemuel  Shaw,  trustees,  $510,  for  land  o'aaiagis  iu 
widening  Avery  street.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

SEWERS. 

Al  e»man  Hams  submitted  th=.  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Seweis: 

Ordes  for  the  construction  of  seweis  io  Hay- 
ward  place;  in  Tyler  street,  nortlieil)  from  Har- 
vard street;  and  in  Bow  street,  Charlestown,  :>e- 
tween  Jenner  and  Watford  streets.  S?veially 
lead-  twice  and   passed. 

PROJECTING   SIGKS. 

Alderman  Bunv.ge  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  as  follows:  Reports  in  tavor 
of  gra  ting  petitions  of  S.  A.  D.  ShepparJ,  to 
inaintair  a  projecting  aorta- at  corner  of  Dover 
and  Washington  street^ ;  C.  H.  Trott  et  al.,  that 
thi  clock  projecting  from  the  «tore  of  Geoige  M. 
Stevens  &  Co.  on  Sudbury  street  be  al'o  ved  to  te- 
main;  Joseph  T:  Brown  &  Co.,  that  a  yroje.ti^g 
sign  at  504  Washington  streei  be  allowed  to  remain  ; 
Bo3tonWesleyan  Association,  for  leave  to  maintain 
theii  lantern  at 36  Bmmtield  street;  Andrews  & 
Smith  et  al.,  that  a  plain,  unlettered  lamp  pro- 
jsctiog  from  the  tiont  of  26  Koeeland  street  be 
allow-  d  to  remaio  :  George  L.  Hovev,  to  mail  tain 
a  plain,  unlettered  lantern,  at  8  Avery  stieet, — 
provided  that  saio  siji  s  are  secured  in  a  manner 
satisfactoiy  to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Reoorts  in  favor  of  granting  petition  •  t  Stowell 
&  Co.,  to  maic'tam  a  mortar  at  48  Main  strest, 
Charlrstowo,  as  now  placed  on  the  sidewalk  oppo- 
site fheir  s'or?. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdnw  on  petition  of 
Bentley  &  Richardson  to  maintain  a.  projecting 
sign  at  33  Waltham  street. 

Severally  accepted. 


DEPOSITS  OF  CITY   FUNDS. 

Aldsrman  Bigelow  offerea  tie  following: 
Ordered,  That,  until  othriwise  ordeted  by  the 
City  Council,  the  City  Treasurer  be,  directed  to 
deposit  the  lunds  of  tbe  city  of  Boston  in  such 
banks  within  saio  city  as  tba  Committer  on  Fi- 
nance shall  approve;  provided,  however,  that  the 
whole  amount  of  deposits  in  any  one  baak  shall 
cot  exceed  at  .any  time  tbe  sum  of  one  million 
dollars. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  ieports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  folio    s: 

Auctioneers'  Licenses  Granted— Jo«iah  Van  Bu- 
ren,  361  Harrison  avenue:  George  W.  Tisdale,  42 
Congress  street. 

Haci  Licenses  Granted— Albert  Lee,  40  Water 
street;  Micoael  McCarthy,  225  Havre  street,  East 
Boston  ;  Daniel  A.  Ford, 6  Escsx  street. 

Wagon  License  G  anted—  Frederick  S.  Neilon,  32 
Warren  square. 

Aruutement  License  Granted— Shaw  Guards,  to 
give  rirainatic  entertainments  at  their  aimory> 
Nov.  16  and  17,  the  Adjutaot  Get  eral  having  ap- 
proved of  this  use  of  the  arinorv. 

PawnbioWei's  License  Granted— Mark  Lew,  96 
Uerrimac  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

SUFFOLK-STREET    DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following : 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  tne  Northamp- 
ton-street District  beg  leave  to  represent  that 
for  tbe  purpose  of  paving  the  taxes  assessed 
on  eertaia  estates  within  the  SufTolk-swet 
district  while  in  the  possessio  of  tbe 
•ity,  and  for  the  paymeut  of  outsia  ding  claims 
on  account  of  the  impiovem-:>is  in  said  district, 
an  additional  appiopriatton  of  $850.0  will  be  re- 
quired. The  balance  of  tbe  appropriation  unex- 
pended Nov.  5  amo  mted  to  $11,031.23.  Theie 
will  be  required  to  pay  taxes  $3957.65;  to  nay 
award  to  Healey  &  Greet  leaf  for  estates  taken  in 
1870,  $13,000:  t,i  settle  all  otnei  cltms,  s%v  $2500. 
Referred  to  Committee  o  ->  Fi  lance.    Sent  down. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  panel  of  land  on  Fellows 
street,  surre  dered  to  tbe  city  by  Alvin  G.  Bart- 
lett,  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on 
piinlic  Lands,  to  be  sold  whenever  the  said  com- 
mittee deem  it  best  for  the  interests  of  the  city; 
the  proceeds  of  said  sale  to  be  credited  to  the 
Northam  >ton-stieet  District  Improvement. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Commit  ee  on  Paving : 

Retct  granting  oermit  to  William  R.  Cava- 
nagh  to  move  ?,  wooc  en  building  f roii.  East  First 
stieet  to  East  Secono  street,  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions.   Accepted. 

Repsrt  ai  d  order  tor  toe  Superintendent  of 
Stieecs  to  g-avel  portions  if  Lowland,  Ninth  and 
Old  Harbor  streets,  and  to  furnish  aid  set  edge- 
stones  and  pav-  tbe  sidew-.lks  and  gutters  on  Old 
Harbor  street  between  Eighth  and  Ninti  streets. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  io  N.  C.  Muoson 
to  remove  his  xailioad  tracks  fro  n  Huntington 
avenue  on  or  before  the  first  oay  of  January,  1876. 

Passed. 

OrJered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  oave  and  giavel  fiurtingion  avenue, 
between  Boylston  and  Dartmouth  streets.  Esti- 
mated cost,  $3000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  oruei  granting  cermrssion  to  Charles 
M.  Clapp,  to  lay  dov\u  an  iron  pipe  under  Brook- 
Ime  avenue  and  Chemical  avsnut,  West  Roxbuiy, 
on  the  usual  conditions.  Order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

OrJered,  That  the  Board  e'tablish  tbe  giade  ot 
Noith  Beacon  streei,  bt?/een  Market  ad  Mur- 
dock  streets,  Brighton,  is  shown  on  a  plan  drawn 
by  the  City  Surveyor,  dated  Sept.  1,  1875,  and  de- 
posited in  tr.e  office  of  said  City  Surveyor.    ■ 

Read  t^'icf  end  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  giad*  North  Beaton  street, 
between  Mai k;t  ana  Murdock  streets,  according 
to  tbe  establisbed  gra^ie.  Estimated  cost,  $800. 
6rder  teao  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  biick  side- 
walk in  front  of  estate  of  Silas  W.  Merrill, 32  to  42 
Holyoke  stieet.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 
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Report  and  order  for  edgestonesin  front  of  es- 
tates of  Angela  A..  Suinner,  on  Town send  street; 
Vine---treet  Congregational  Society,  Morelaud 
street;  and  H.  McAli-rer,  Arlington  avenue.  Or- 
der read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  tor  brick  sidewalks  in  iront  of 
estates  of  toe  city  of  Boston,  on  Prospect  and 
Eogeworrh  streets,  Charleston,  and  on  Edge- 
worth  street  to  Tremonf  street.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  in  favor.pt  granting  petition  of  pnion 
Freight  Railroad  Company  to  coosti  uct  turnout 
on  Atlantic  avenue  near  Lewis  wharf,  under  the 
directioo.'of  Sunennter  dei.t  of  Streets.  Accepted 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  thf>  oweers 
and  abutters  on Doi Chester  avenue,  between  num- 
ber 523  and  Dexter  street,  to  remove  or  s°t  back 
witmn  ten  days  from  t'ae  date  of  this  order  the 
stone  walls,  fences  and  buildiDgs  projecting  over 
tDe  line  of  said  avenue;  and  in  default  taereot 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  hereb'  directed  to 
re  o  ove  or  cut  off  said  projections  at  the  expense 
of  the  owners  thereof. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Street'  oe 
directed  to  have  signs  made  and  placed  upon  the 
streets  f>  indicate  the  boundaries  of  the  waras  as 
recently  established  by  the  Citv  Couocil;  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appiopiiation 
foi  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  if  edgestores  and  sidewalks 
on  Paiker,  Centre,  Old  Heath,  Broaaley  and  other 
streets,  with  oroers  for  the  assessment  and  collec- 
tion or  the  same.     Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  ot  $2.96  be  abated  from 
the  amount  of  $11.96  assessed  William  and  John 
Richauison  for  ecg^estones  on  Old  Heath  street; 
said  abatement  being  for  au  error  in  measure- 
meat. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $89.64  assessed  J.  H. 
Bov> ditch,  trustee,  for  edgestones,  on  East  Fifth 
street,  bj  abated,  and  tie  same  assessed  to  \V.  I. 
Bowditeb,  trustee. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  oe  paid  to  Charles  S.  Bates, 
as  aaent  tor  the  heirs  of  Martin  Bates,  the  sum  of 
$600.  in  full  compensation  for  all  damages  caused 
to  ths  estate  of  said  heirs,  No.  98  West  Canton 
street,  by  the  raisi  g  of  the>  gr;<de  of  said  stteet, 
as  ord-red  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  26, 
1870,  upon  his  proving  the  title  of  s;io  heits  to 
slid  estate  to  th*  satisfaction  ot  the  City  Solicitor, 
and  upo-i  his  giving  to  the  city  an  acquittance  and 
discuatge  for  all  damages,  costs  and  exps  l.-es  to 
said  he'ir,  ano  those  holding  leases  under  them, 
on  account  of  the  raising  of  tbe  grade  of  said 
street,  together  wrth  a  bond  in  the  oenal  sum  of 
$1000  io  i  i"emnify  and  save  harmless  the  city 
from  all  claims  aod  demands  ot  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  for  damages,  costs,  expenses 
and  compensation  on  account  ol  the  raising  of  the 
gtade  ot  paid  street;  -aid  sum  to  ba  charged  to 
the  appiopiiation  for  Carton-street  G-radiog. 
Also,  ordered,  That  the  order  of  this  Board  pass- 
ed June  26, 1871,  to  pay  the  heirs  of  Martin  Bates 
and  Martin  Bates  th-  sum  of  $600  damages  to  said 
estate,  from  such  change  of  grade,  be  and  the 
same  n-rcby  is  rescinded. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDINANCES. 

Ald'jrntao  Qdincv  submitted  the  following: 

Drivinq  Cattle  Through  the  Streets.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  io  whom  wa-  referred,  as  a 
part  ot  the  unfinished  business  of  the  last  City 
Council,  an  order  to  inquire  what  additional  regu- 
lations ire  necessary  to  prevent  iujury  to  persons 
and  oroperty  by  the  dnvit  g  of  cattle  and  other 
beasts  through  the  public  streets,  ant  to  who>n 
was  also  icfeired  the  petition  of  Captain  A.  J. 
Beckwith  of  Police  Station  No.  14,  for  an  ordi- 
nance to  restrain  the  running  of  cattle  in  the  streets, 
having  considered  the  suoject  would  re  pectfu'ly 
report  that  the  City  Council  has  no  authoriti  un- 
der existing  statutes  to  mak-  such  regulations 
upon  this  matter  as  tbe  public  safety  and  con- 
venience would  seem  to  require;  and  tne  comunt- 
tee-would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the 
nassage  of  the  acconipanving  order : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  at  its  uext  ses- 
sion, tor  t';e  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the 
City  Couucil  to  regulate  and  restrain  the  driving 
of  cattle  oi  ochet  beasts  in  latge  numbers  through 
the  public  streets  of  ;his  city. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Office  Hours  of  City  Employes.    Tbe  Committee 


on  Ordinaoce',  who  were  requested  to  leport  an 
ordinance  establishing  the  office  hours  ot  the 
clerk-  and  others  connected  « lth  the  Collector's 
and  Treasurer's  departments,  naving  ■  oisidered 
the  subject,  «ould  respectfully  report  that  the 
present  ordinance  fixing  tin  office  hours  in  the 
seveial  departments  of  the  City  Government  is  so 
imperfect  that  'bey  have  considered  ic  expedient 
to  gobeyordthe  terms  of  ihe  order,  and  to  sub- 
mica  dt  aft  of  an  ordina  ce  whic  l  applies  to  all 
departments  and  offices  in  the  Goverc  m=nt: 

An  Ordinance 
Id  Relation  to  Office  Hours  in  City  Departments, 

Be  it  oidaiued.  etc. 

Section  1 .  The  office  hours  or  hours  of  la  bor 
of  the  several  beads  of  department*,  clerks  or 
other  officeis  connected  with  the  City  Govern- 
ment, tvho  perform  clerical  or  office  duties,  shall 
be  from  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  until 
five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  every  week  day 
except  Saturdays  and  legal  holidays;  and  on  Sat- 
urdays all  city  offices  shall  be  closed  at  two  of  the 
docs  in  the  afternoon;  otovided.  however,  that 
any  cleik  or  otter  officer  may,  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, be  required  by  the  principal  officer  of  the 
department  with  which  he  is  connected,  or  by  the 
committee  or  board  naving  change  of  said  deparc- 
meot,  to  perfoim  service  ou  Saturdays  or  other 
weekday?,  for  a  greater  number  of  hours,  with- 
out extra  compensation. 

Section  2.  Tin-  offices  ot  the  City  Treasuier  and 
City  Collector  sh^ll  be  ope o  for  the  receipt  and 
disbursement  of  mo aev  from  nine  of  the  c'o<  k  in 
the  forenoon  i.ntil  two  ot  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  every  week  aay  except  legal  holidays. 

Section  3.  All  o.-dinancss  and  parts  of  ordi- 
nacces  inconsistett  wita  this  ordinance  are  here- 
by repealed. 

Reaa  once. 

HEALTH. 

Stables.  Alderman  Worthington  submitted  re- 
ports from  the  Committee  ou  Health  on  the  part 
of  the  Board,  m  favoi  of  granting  permits  to  occu- 
py stables  to  John  H.  Walsh,  Gordon  anc  Cam- 
bridge streets,  Ward  19;  Thomas  McDermott, 
Waireo  street,  Waid  19;  Sophia  Elizabeth  Wills, 
corner  of  Cedar  and  Washington  streets.  And  re- 
ports of  leave  to  wihdra-*  on  petitions  tor  per- 
mits tor  stable  by  Edward  Devir,  corner  Seventh, 
near  C  street;  and  D.  F.  Conje,  352  Charles  street 

Severally  accepted. 

House  Offal.  Alderman  'Wortnington  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  T.iat  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health 
be  and  tDe?  are  hereby  authorized  to  contr  ct 
with  responsible  parties,  for  tbe  removal  beyond 
the  city  limits  of  all  the  house  offal  collected  with- 
in this  citv,  all  contracts  to  run  for  a  term  notless 
than  thee  years  from  the  first  day  ot  January 
next. 

Aldern  an  Power— -Ii  has  occurred  to  me  sev- 
eral times  that  a  disposition  of  thi«  offal  tniirht  be 
made  that  would  be  more  profitable  foi  the  itv. 
and  that  the  way  in  which  the  offal  of  Charles- 
rocn  has  been  sold  might  be  worthy  of  eor.-id- 
eration.  This  off  1  contract  has  always  given  rise 
to  a  great  deal  of  com  me  at  ard  scandal,  though 
the  reasons  given  are  groundless.  But  it  seems  to 
m-  tu  it  parties  who  c  nue  to  the  yards  and  buy  it 
might  pay  toe  citv  for  it  as  rhey  do  now  the  con- 
tractor-, and  I  don't  see  why  the  citv  should  not 
realize  the  $14,000  or  $15,000  said  to  be  mad*  out 
of  it  every  year.  I  unc#rstard  rhat  with  one  or 
two  exceptions  within  a  re«  years,  it  is  got  rid  of 
regularly.  It  would  be  very  easy  for  tl'e  city  col- 
lector to  artange  a  system  of  sal^s  by 
ticket  or  certificate,  aod  pa'ties  could  ptesent 
their  tick-  ts  for  the  qua'  lity  they  wa>  t.  I  thi  ik 
the  city  could  realiz=  a  handsome  Bum  bv  S'Utug 
it.  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties  aueoding  it. 
and  i  be  investigation  that  «  a  held;  also  the  par- 
ties who  instigated  that  investigation.  Buttn.it 
is  no  rea  on  i\hv  th's  laigi-  sum  of  money  can  cot 
be  made  by  tfe  city  it  stead  of  going  i.  :o  a  con- 
tractor's pockets.  If  the  committee  have  cot 
looked  mto  that  matter,  I  think  they  ought  to  do 
so,  in  ail  its  beatings.  Doling  the  four  \  cars  I 
have  been  here  I  have  heard  more  scanoa'  about 
this  thing  than  any  other.  I  b  lieve  the  commit- 
tee were  justified  in  the  result  ol  their  iitvestiga- 
tioi'S,  aid  in  giving  the  applicants  leave  to  with- 
draw, because  the~persons  who  complained  were 
not  the  most  respectable  oersons  in  the  world: 
but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  natter  1 
think  the  committee  ought  to  loots  mto  this  mat- 
ter in  all  its  bearings  before  the  contract  is  made. 

Alder  man  Woitbirgtou— The  order  was  offered 
because  the  contract  with  Mr.  Rowe  expires  ou 
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tbe  first  of  January;  and  it  was  the  feeling  of 
the  oomtuittee  tbat  the  order  had  better  be  put 
in,  because,  after  deliberating  upon  the  subject, 
they  might  d  em  it  better  to  make  2  contract 
tbaii  to  sell  it.  The  committee  have  examined 
th-  whole  subject,  and  with  one  exception  feel 
that  it  should  be  1  old.  The  process  is  this:  All 
the  house  offal  is  earned  to  the  lot  or.  Albany 
street  and  delivered  there  directly  to  the  parties 
who  have  wagons  leady  to  take  it  away.  Only 
once  this  -summer  has  any  remained  there.  The 
parties  pay  for  i<  wbeti  er  t'-ey  tain  it  away 
or  not;  but  they  always  come  aid  get  it, 
and  sometimes  doi  't  gv.t  more  thau  two-thirds 
of  what  they  want.  I  thinic  that  twice  the 
quantity  could  readily  be  sola.  The  price  paid 
by  Mr.  Rows  is  $3500  a  year.  Tbe  com- 
mutes fiad  that  twenty  colds  are  sold  daily  at 
$4  a  cord,  making  about  $25,000  a  year;  and  all 
the  contractor  does  is  to  have  a  man  go  round  and 
take  up  the  ironey  as  the  carts  »re  loaded.  Dur- 
ing a  ponio  ■  of  tii°  war  he -old  ii  for  $8  a  cord, 
and  he  was  making  over  $40,000  a  year  on  what  he 
paid  $3500  for.  The  committee  bave  b' eo  sur- 
prised ana  astoni -lied  by  looking  into  the  matter 
and  rindmg  out  bow  it  is  none,  and  have  taken 
hold  of  it  with  the  intention  of  straightening  it 
out  and  deriving  the  full  benefit  of  the  house  offal 
for  the  city.  They  have  anticipated  eveiything 
the  Aldernan  from  Ward  12  has  said  tonight,  and 
I  think  they  will  make  such  a  disoositiou  tbat  trie 
city  will  receive  $20,000  a  year  lif-m  it.  They  put 
in  this  order  because  the  time  is  shoit.  Three 
yeirs  ago  it  was  done  before  ihe  first 
of  September,  and  now  it  is  the  15th  of 
November.  If  we  find  patties  ready  ta  come 
forward  and  bid  ot  something  near  wn  ,.t  it  should 
be,  the  committt  e  wish  to  be  ready  to  acC'  pt  tne 
bio.  Bu- I  think  the  committee,  with  one  excep- 
tion, are  in  favor  of  the  city  selling  it. 

Alderman  Bu  rage— Is  it  sold  in  rli?  city's  terri- 
tory? 
Alderman  Worthington— It  is. 
Alderman  Harris — And  gathered  by  the  city. 
Alderman  Worthington— And  Mr.  Rows  udi.v  has 
an  agent  to  collect  tbe  money  froai  these   who 
take  it  away. 

Alderman  Bigelow— Why  was  it  let  at  such  a 
low  figure? 

Alderman  Worthington— Xhat  I  cannot  ..ns"*er. 
A  much  larger  bid  was  made,  but  the  man  was  not 
responsible,  and  without  an;-  further  investiga- 
tion the  committee  gave  it  to  Mr.  Roive.  V  gen- 
tleman to'd  me  he  offered  $10,000  for  it.  I  looked 
over  the  records  aod  it  appeared  that  be  came  be- 
fore rbe  committee  and  asked  why  it  was  not 
given  to  him.  and  the  answer  was  when  it  was 
given  to  him  he  would  be  notified.  I  understand 
that  the  coLttact  was  *ortb  a  great  deal  more 
when  it  was  givea  out. 

Aluerrnan  O'Biien— I  hope  that  when  tee  com- 
mittee consider  this  subject  tnej  will  also  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  not  dumping  ic  within  oce 
huudred  feet  of  the  initiates  of  the  Oharlesfown 
Almshouse.  Tuat  appears  to  be  entirely  out  of 
place,  aud  I  hope  the  commitiee  will  find  some 
other  locality. 

Aldetm.u  Worthington— Tbe  committ' e's  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  that,  and  I  speke  to  the 
Boaid  of  Bealth,  who  had  never  received  any 
com  laint- .  The  only  conip'aint  I  ever  heard  was 
fiomaseotlfiiianof  this  Uiiy  Government,  who 
went  over  theie  and  thought  it  ought  not  to  be 
done;  but  the  Boaid  of  Health  say  there  are  no 
objections,  so  far  as  thev  can  learn.  Toe  com- 
mittee yill  also  consider  that. 

Alderinan  Burra^e— I  w  ,s  goi  g  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  same  thing.  We  were  there  io  July. 
The  offal  was  brought  into  a  yard  made  by  a  row 
ot  balf-eiicular  sheds,  with  platforms,  up  to  -*hich 
they  backed,  and  the  off.d  vas  shovelled  upon 
them.  Of  course  in  the  summer  months  it  roust 
be  very  offensive.  There  i°  no  other  bouse  in 
that  vicinity,  and  no  one  to  make  complaints  but 
the  inmates  It  seem«  to  me  ttr  t  a  different  ar- 
rangement should  be  made. 

Alderman  Power— I  am  glad  to  heat  the  expla- 
nation, and  have  no  further  oppo-ition  to  tbe  or- 
der. The  Charlt-stown  almshouse  has  remained  be- 
cause it  is  understood  that  it  will  be  only  tempo- 
rary, as  ii,  is  not  a  fit  structure  tikeep  people  in. 
Alderman  Prescott— Were  bids  advertised  for 
before  the  last  contract  was  awarded? 

Alderman  Worthington — The  committee  adver- 
tised as  usual,  and  the  bids  were  opened,  but  the 
larger  bid*  were  refused. 
Alderman  Prescott— When  was  that? 
Alderman  Worthington— Io  1872*.    The  contract 
began  inl873aad  ends  in  1876.    The  records  do 


not  eive  what  the  bids  were,  aod  we  can  only  take 
the  evidence  of  outside  parties.  Iseaiched  tbe 
records  in  vain  to  find  out  what  tbe  bias  weie.  I 
onlyk:ow  that  one  gentleman  says  he  offered 
$10,000;  but  it  seems  that  an  iuvestiiatioi  showed 
that  he  was  not  responsible,  and  the  contract  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Rowe,  for  $3500. 

alderman  BigPlow — I)i  >  Mr.  Rowe  bave  'tfor 
die  piecedin<r  t  raj? 

Alderman  Worthtngton— I  am  toll  be  has  had  it 
for  the  last  eight  or  nine  year--. 

Alderman  Stebotns-Under  this  order  the  com- 
mittee cannot  do  anything  but  mike  a  contract 
fur  removal ;  'hev  cannot  carry  out  the  idea  of  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12. 

Alderman  Worthington — They  want  to  be  au- 
thor lzed  to  make  the  coc  tract. 

Alderman  Burrage—  Why  is  the  term  three 
years  used,  if  another  term  can  be  made  more  fa- 
vorable? 

Aldeiman  Worthington — It  has  been  the  cus- 
tom, If  we  take  new  parties,  toey  will  not  buy 
wagois  ana  make  I  heir  arrangements  for  only  one 
year,  i'he  parties  who  confmpiate  bindiigfor 
it  intend  to  keep  pigs  of  their  own  and  feed  it  to 
them. 

On  motiou  of  Alderman  Stebbins  the  or'er  was 
amended  by  .  dtliog  ''or  if  thev  deem  it  best,  to 
consider  the  expedi  ncv  of  making  any  other  dis- 
position of  said  house  offal." 

On  motion  of  Ald*rma<i  Burraee  the  order  was 
amended  bv  striking  out  "l?ss  than,"  and  making 
it  read  "not  exceeding"  three  years. 

As  amended  :be  order  was  parsed.    Sent  down. 

WIDENING   OF    SCHOOL  STREET. 

Alderman  Prescott; — I  move  a  lecoosideration  of 
the  vote  whereby  the  Board  i  ?  definitely  postponed 
action  in  regaro  to  the  widening  of  School  stieet. 
I  no  not  rnaku  this  moiou  because  I  bave  changed 
my  uind,  but  at  the  request  ot  anothfr  ruernber 
who,  I  understand,  staes  that  some  figures  will 
be  presented  to  the  Board  in  regard  to  tbe  proba- 
ble cost  and  amount  to  be  leceived  f  rom  better- 
meots.  1  madf  th-  motion  because  it  was  not  con- 
venient for  the  Alderman  to  do  so  within  the 
t  venty-four  hours  1  equir  d.  I  move  tnat  tbe  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  be  laia  on  the  table. 

AHlermau  Power — I  hope  that  I'.otion  «ill  not 
prevail.  I  supposed,  by  the  vote  of  the  last 
meeting,  tbat  this  matter  wa«  finally  disposed  of, 
aud  tbat  we  bave  no  c'esiieto  take  any  steps  to 
commit  the  city  to  thi"  expenditure  this  year. 

The  notion  to  lay  on  the  table  w?s  lost. 

Aldermaa  Power  in  trip  chair. 

Aldeiman  Claik — I  suppose  I  am  the  Alderman 
alluded  to  as  rtesinog  the  subject  reouened,  I 
do  desire  to  have  it  reopened,  for  I  contend  there 
is  no  harm  in  the  city  getrirg  ail  the  rights  from 
the  Legislature  that  it  is  possible  to  obtain.  We 
nave  never  yet  hart  half  enough  rights  from  th- 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  It  will  no  no  baim 
to  have  autnority  to  wijeo  School  street  by  re- 
moving toe  church  and  burying  ground,  and  I 
bope  toe  Mayor  will  be  authorize  1  to  make  the 
petition.  I  am  pot  in  favor  of  taking  anvsteos 
this  year,  aod  I  don't  believe  it  will  be  necessary 
ntxt  year.  But  any  one  can  se»  tbat  School  street 
is  crowded  fro -o  5  A.  M.  to  6  P.M.;  and  further- 
more, no  steet  in  the  central  part  of  the  city 
ca<i  be  widened  at  so  little  expense  as 
Scoool  street,  for  we  shall  get  back  a 
laige  amauiit  in  betterments.  Befoie  the 
tbe  street  is  widened  we  must  bave  legislative 
authority  to  tat e  tbe  burying  ground  and  move 
tbf-  church;  and  there  is  no  h  lot  in  our  obtaining 
that  light,  f>r  tb>.  idea  that  thts  Board  caooot  be 
trustee  with  tbat  power  is  fallacious.  It  is  be- 
neath tbe  dignity  of  this  Board  to  bring  up  such 
an  objection  as  that.  The  old  building  on  the 
corner  ot  Washington  and  School  streets  may  be 
torn  down,  and  once  eomtneaced  tbe  improve- 
ment will  extend  to  City  Hall.  When  chat  is 
done,  dt.es  any  member  doubt  the  expediency  of 
widening  School  street?  and  it  is  desirable  to  have 
the  authority  io  cas-  such  an  exigency  arises.  Let 
the  City  Government  have  the  right  to  do  it,  when 
the  interest  of  tl  e  city  requires  it.  It  may  occur 
witbina  lew  years.  I  don't  care  if  it  dos«  mean 
the  widsnir  g  of  Beacoo  street,  I  am  giad  to  see 
business  creeping  up  Beacon  street.  We  cacnot  ig- 
nore the  fact  that  Scnool  street  is  over-crowoed ; 
but  the  point  I  wish  to  nake  is  that  it  can 
do  no  harm  to  get  this  authority.  The  Legislature 
is  not  always  ready  to  grant  everything  Boston 
asks,  and  sometime-t  it  takes  three  or  four  years 
to  get  what  we  want.  I  don't  take  such  dismal 
views  of  business  in  this  city  as  other  people  do. 
I  believe  the  depression  has  touched  bottom,  and 
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that  we  are  to  see  a  revival  of  trade  in  1876.  Busi- 
ness is  good  on  School  street.  Two  or  Dhree  scores 
are  vacant  because  ihe  st  eet  is  uatrow ;  but  who 
doubis  but  tuat  tDe  new  building  would  be  occu- 
pied if  toe  street  is  widened?  Toey  made  a  mis- 
take in  putting  up  such  a  building  oa  a  narrow 
ttteet,  and  ought  to  hive  come  here  and titgea 
the  widening.  It  has  b>  en  >  aid  tbat  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Parser  House  advocate  the  wideniag 
to  accommodate  their  hacks.  You  must  have 
good  hotels,  and  I  contend  that  tne  one 
opposite  is  one  of  the  most  important 
institutions  for  developing  the  growth  and 
pio-merity  ot  the  city.  It  is  n't  surprising 
tbat  Messrs.  Pat  ker  &  Mills  advocate  the  widsa- 
ing.  They  have  ai  immense  property,  and  ihey 
are  tbe  meaas  of  bringing  an  immense  traffic  into 
the  city.  If  anything  will  bung  husiaess  to  a  city 
it  is  a  good  hotel.  I  suppose  it  is  inowu  that  they 
cave  offered  $80  or  $90  a  foot  for  ihe  coirer  lot,  in 
order  to  mike  an  addition  to  the  hotel.  Should 
they  not  receive  so  ■  e  encouragement  from  the 
Cny  Council?  I  believe  tbe  widening  is  demaud- 
eu  by  tbe  business  commui  ity;  and  I  believe  the 
idea  that  memoersof  this  Boa  td  cannot  be  trusted 
■with  the  power  is  not  w  ith  consideration. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  fear  I  shal1  have  to  do  as 
tbe  Aloermau  from  Ward  4  did—  taakf  a  motion, 
and  then  vote  against  it.  lam  convinced  that  it 
is  inexpedient  foi  us  to  ohtain  this  authority  until 
we  settU  in  our  own  minos  that  the  widening  is 
propel  to  be  done.  It  has  occurred  to  me  tba.t 
School  street  is  one  of  the  busiest  stieeis  of  the 
cit\  because  it  is  narrow.  It  the  wioenit-g  is 
called  tor,  it  is  lot  to  benefit  tbe  business,  bur  to 
makeit  »  taoroughraie.  The  first  step  is  so  ne- 
times  the  most  costly,  and  I  do  not  think  it  wise 
to  take  it  now. 

Alaerman  O'Brien— I  believe  that  School  street 
ought  to  be  wioened;  that  it  is  a  thoroughfare; 
that  thern  is  a  splendid  hotel  theie,  wbtcn  ought 
to  receive  some  encouragement  at  our  hands,  be- 
cause we  are  its  patrons  to  a  considerable  exteot. 
But  if  yoii  will  txrmiae  the  Auditor's  recotdsyou 
will  find  (hat  our  debt  has  beer  increased  at  toe 
rate  of  $2,000,000  a  year  for  tbe  last  twenty  jears. 
Shall  that  debt  go  on  increasirg  by  these  expen- 
sive street-widemngs?  1  believe  that  when  Scnoo 
street  is  widened  it  ought  to  be  ext'  nden  to  the 
Post  Office  and  to  Park  street;  but  it  is  prematu'  e 
now.  Our  treasury  is  empty ;  bu  aness  is  depress- 
ed; real  estate  is  very  low.  Every  Alderman 
must  have  read  of  the  sale  of  an  estate,  assessed 
for  $55,800,  that  not  a  great  while  ago  Sold  for 
$40,700. 

Alderman  CUik— Will  the  Alderman  give  the 
name  of  that  locality? 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  estate  of  N.  Morrison 
in  Blaekstons  square.  Other  est  tes  h;,ve  under- 
gone the  saint  devres.ion;  although  I  believe 
School  stre.  t  should  be  widened,  I  think  we  are 
hardly  prepared  to  take  the  first  step  to  bring  it 
about.  _    ,,    ,    ., 

Alderman  Clark— I  do  not  cor  tend  that  the 
widening  -horrid  take  place  now.  We  lou'tconiem- 
platd  it  either  tuis  y»ar  or  the  uexr.  The  order 
merely  contemplates  that  the  city  shad  not  be 
hampered  if  the  hest  interest  of  the  city  requires 
it.  in  regard  to  the  g  eat  lueie-asr.  of  debt— the 
city  was  o't  io  blame  for  the  fire  of  1872,  which 
added  $8,000,000  or  $10,000,000  to  our  debt.  It 
caused  improvements  iu  one  or  two  years  that  or- 
dinarily woul  i  rot  hav^  Seen  made  in  twenty. 
Would  the  gentleman  have  recommended  the  re- 
building of  tnat  territot  v  as  it  was  befoie  the  fire 
with  its  narrow  and  crooked  st  eets?  Other  im- 
pioveuiPuts  had  been  commenced  which  would 
not  have  been  if  we  had  known  ihe  fire  was  cotn- 
irg.  It  is  n't  to  be  expecred  that  the  tUbt  can  be 
reduced  $1,000,000  every  year  in  a  cttv  like  this. 

Alderman  O'Bi ten— Om-  end  should  be  to  stop 
the  increase  of  tne  debt  so  tbat  it  will  not  get  be- 
yond our  reaoh,  which  will  be  tbe  case  if  «e  do 
not  stop  these  expensive  improvements  while  we 
do  tbe  work  already  laid  out.  The  introduction 
of  water,  the  sewerage  commission— that  it  is  said 
nill  repo't  in  a  ve-y  short  time  that  we  will  have 
to  spend  millions  to  make  our  sewerage  system 


it  ought,  to  be  stopped  without  delay.  The  debt 
is  beyond  our  control,  and  it  will  go  on  increasing 
foi  some  years  uuless  this  Board  adopts  a  course 
of  rigid  economy. 

Alderman  Clark-I  differ  fiom  the  gentleman. 
The  City  Council  can  control  the  debt.  The  water 
debt  is  a  good  investment,  and  in  a  few  years  will 


pay  a  handsome  income.  Prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  scheme  foran  additional  supply,  the 
water  woks  were  a  source  of  income,  and  it  will 
he  to  again  if  we  don't  proclaim  to  all  creation 
that  wv»  aie  going  to  the  dogs.  The  sale  at  the 
South  Ecd  may  he  a  case  where  the  assesscis 
have  overstepped  the  mark.  I  hear  of  no  houses 
rented  at  unreasonably  low  prices,  except  perhaps 
on  a  very  short  leis°.  But  thank  fortuue,  we  aie 
ahead  of  the  great  city  of  New  York,  foi  we  have 
not  so  many  vacant  stores  as  they  have  there. 

Aldeiman  Bunage — It  is  true  we  have  n't  gone 
to  the  dogs;  but  we  must  admit  that  business  i« 
dull  aid  taxes  are  onerous,  an  i  the  only  remedy 
is  to  practise  economy  both  in  private  and  public. 
We  b>ve  no  light  to  embark  upnn  an  enterprise 
tbat  is  not  for  the  immediate  safety  and  conven- 
ience of  the  peopTe.  We  have  as  manv  streets  to 
take  care  of  c  ow  as  the  citizens  can  afford  to  pay 
for  without  making  new  or  es.  This  one  can  wait 
a  few  years.  No  doubt  it  mast  come  some  tijae, 
but  it  can  be  done  as  well  five  ye?.rsheace  as  now. 
It  seems  to  me  we  shoulo"  let  well  enough 
alone.  The  widening  will  not  becefit  business, 
for  a  narrow  street  is  better  for  business.  If  it  is 
to  be  a  tnoroughfare,  of  course  it  bad  better  be 
widened;  but  if  we  are  not  going  to  actuoonit 
now,  I  think  we  bad  better  not  get  the  authority. 

Alderman  Clark — The  question  i<  not  on  widen- 
ing School  street,  but  oj  obtaining  authority  from 
the  Legislature  to  oo  it  whenever  the  City  Council 
makes  up  its  mind  'hat  it  is  expedieot. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  have  no  doubt  School 
street  moet  be  wicened,  ajd  tbat  I  shall  favor  it; 
but  toe  City  Government  can  decide  it  Setter  if  it 
does  not  have  the  knife  in  its  hands.  To  obtain 
this  power  from  the  Legislature  will  be  like  put- 
ting a  knife  in  our  hands,  and  cause  a  constant 
temptation  to  use  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— In  what  I  have  said  I  don't 
wish  to  detract  in  thelea't  from  the  power  of  the 
citizens  of  Bostoo  to  overcome  obstacl-s — even 
the  widening  of  School  street.  I  believe  the  men 
who  can  overcome  the  losses  of  the  fire  and  other 
causes,  can  accomplish  anything.  But  I  say  it  is 
time  to  give  them  a  test.  They  have  be<-n  called 
upon  ro  do  so  much  that  they  ought  to  have  a  rest 
for  tbe  next  five  or  ten  years  at  least. 

ed^ertnan  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Powsr — The  Chairman  remarked  tbis 
evenii  g  that  we  should  sho^  our  good  sense  by 
chat  giog  our  record.  This  is  not  one  of  those 
trivial  matters  that  can  he  changed ;  it  is  not  like 
the  division  of  the  wards.  It  is  a  great  matter  io 
which  the  sense  of  the  Government  has  Dean  sev- 
eral times  exptesseo,  and  I  hope  the  Board  will 
snow  its  good  sense  by  adhering  to  tbe  vote  al- 
ready nassed. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

CLERK  OF    COMMITTEES. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  rise,  Mr.  Chiirman,  to 
preseut  the  reporr  of  th-  committee  to  -  bom  w  as 
referred  'be  communicaiion  of  Mr.  James  M. 
Bugbee.  tendering  to  the  City  Council  hi:  resigna,- 
tron  of  the  office  which  be  h.is  so  long  and  so  ably 
filled  as  Clerk  of  Committee-.  The  Boaid  will,  I 
am  *ute,  sir.  paidoi  a  trespass  upon  its  pailia 
meinary  rules,  ami  allow  me  a  moment  before 
piesentiug  tbe  formal  reonrtot  its  committee.  I 
feel.  Mr  Chairman,  tbat  I  speak  the  unauimous 
voice  not  only  of  the  City  Council  of  this  >-eai. 
but  of  all  who'  have  been  connected  v  ith  the  Gov- 
ernment during  the  last,  ten  years,  when  I  6ay  fat 
the  res'gi' ition  «e  now  so  reluctantly  accept 
comes  from  o.  e  «hose  record  is  most  exemplary, 
and  the  event  prompts  us  to  a  slight  tribute  of 
our  profo  ind  respect  owaros  him  whose  labors 
here  are  about  to  close.  Mr.  Bugbee.  after  a  ser- 
vice of  some  years  as  a  r  porter  for  one  or 
more  of  OUT  Boston  papers,  was  first  called  m'o 
the  service  ot  the  city  in  the  capacity  ot  a  May- 
or's clerk,  which  position  he  tilled  for  tne  term  of 
three  and  a  half  years,  ana  early  in  the  year  1866 
he  was  chosen  Clerk  of  Committees.  The  title  of 
that  office,  where  he  has  so  faithfully  labored, 
carries  with  it  onlv  a.  faint  idea  of  what  he  Has 
maieit.  Tonay  w- lo>k  upon  it  as  one  ot  the 
most  important  I'epartiuenrs  connected  with  the 
Municipal  Government.  He  has  made  it  what  it 
now  is,  and  the  chair  he  row  vacates  is  not  easilv 
filled.  He  is  a  lecognized  authority  upon  munici- 
pal law,  aud  the  able  r«>po its  he  has  made  for 
some  of  tbe  most  important  joint  aud  special 
committees  if  the  City  Council  beat  the  maiKs  of 
g-teat  research  and  of  ripe  scholarship.  Th?  work 
accomplished  bv  him  has  been  almost  herculean. 
His  cheerfulness  of  disposition,  his  urbanity  of 
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manner;  His  nobility  of  character  ami  bis  spotless 
integrity  are  rtcognized  by  us  all.  Mi .  Chairman, 
I  cauDot  feel  that  I  overstep  tne  bounds  of  oro- 
prietv  in  presenting  foi  the  consideration  of  tne 
Board  these  resolutions,  and  >  skmg  that  they  may 
be  put  up.in  their  pa- sage  at  the  pres-nt  time: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  feel 
most  sensibly  and  profoundly  the  great  loss  which 
toe  city  sustains  id  the  departure  from  its  sei  vice 
of  James  M.  Bugbee,  Esq.,  who  has  filled  for  tbe 
last  ten  years,  so  accep  ably  to  all  patties,  the  po- 
sition of  Clerk  of  Commitiees  of  th-  City  Couocil. 
Upon  bis  accession  to  that  office,  then  recently  es- 
tablished, h3  devoted  his  whole  ume  and  atten- 
tion to  its  dudes,  recognizing  no  spei'ifle  hours  of 
labor  so  long  as  anything  was  r  equate,  to  be  done. 
ITntirmg  in  energy  and  industry,  be  gatheret  all 
precedtfuts,  mastered  legal  decisions,  a-.n  ex- 
hausted rll  sources  of  information  which  could 
be  use'ul  to  his  committee*.  Thus  insensibly  to 
himself,  but  perceotibly  to  others,  lis  elevated 
the  office  of  Clerk  of  Committees  to  that  impor- 
tance and  digDitv  which  it  no*  enjoys.  By  this 
industry,  activity  ano  research  be  beoame  a  recog- 
nized authority  on  municipal  matters,  aod  he  had 
the  faculty  of  investing  the  dryest.  subjects  with 
a  rare  interest.  With  an  uoyield'ng  loyalty  to 
rectitude  and  honor,  ami  v  ith  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  men,  h"  always  infused  his  reports  with 
the  pl  ui<  of 'hi?  own  best  thoughts  and  ideas,  so 
that  the  records  of  the  City  C"uncil,  during  his 
term  of  service,  permeated,  as  they  are,  with  his 
good  judgment  aad  sound  enmmo  r  sense,  and  ex- 
pressed in  terse  and  cogent  la  guage.are  lnthery- 
belves  the  truest  and  fairest  tribute  to  his  capaci- 
ties and  worth  as  a  public  officer. 

Resolved,  Tuat  the  sinceie  good  wishet  of  the 
mempers  of  the  City  Council  will  attend  Mr.  Bug- 
bee  in  his  rew  sphere  of  duty,  and  whil*  they  ten- 
der him  tnis  feeoi?  expression  of  their  regret  at 
the  dissolution  ot  an  official  and  friendly  connrc- 
tioa,  hitherto  so  agreeable,  rhf-y  slocerely  hope 
that  the  remain  ier  of  bis  lite  may  be  attended 
with  that  happiness  and  success  which  ha  so  richly- 
de-erves. 

Alderman  Power — As  one  of  ibe  members  of 
the  commi"tee  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred, 
I  cannot  let  this  occasion  pa?s  without  saying  a 
few  words,  though  I  feel  that  I  am  not  capable  of 
fitly  expressing  my  sectiments  of  regard  tor  the 
gentleman  whose  resignation  "e  have  had  to  ac- 
cept It  is  fortunate  form*  that  chis  resignation  did 
not  comeanv  soorei ;  for  I  feel  that  it  would  have 
been  a  great  calamity  to  me  if  I  had  been  de- 
prive I  of  the  aid  and  assistance  I  ha\e  received 
from  Mr.  Bugbee;  anJ  I  feel  tha  it  is  fortunate 
foi  me  'hat  he  is  not  to  leave  until  I  am  about  to 
go  myself.  Cimiug  here  as  1  did,  without  any  ex- 
peiience  in  municipal  mailers,  I  hardly  know 
how,  I  car't  imagine  how,  I  could  have  got  along 
without  the  aid  and  assistance  I  have  received  at 
his  hands.  When  I  think  of  the  marvellous  tact 
with  which  he  has  ma'.iy  times  mad«  up  able  re- 
port., for  me  on  various  subjects;  bow  be  seemed 
to  divine  my  thoughts  and  express  them  just  as 
I  riesi  ed  —  and  on  subjects,  too,  thai  I  knew  his 
views  were  entirely  opposed  to  mv  own,  ys-t  he 
expressed  them  just  as  I  desired,  holding' mv  in- 
terests in  his  hauds  and  carrying  them  out  so 
faitof'illy; — when  I  think  of  ibe  extraordinary 
honesty  am  fanuful:ess  wich  whicn  be  served 
nn  upon  such  occasions,  1  feel  that  I  carrot  find 
word  to  express  my  gratitude  tor  the  obligations 
I  am  under  to  bun.  as  1  said  before,  lfeel  thank- 
ful that  this  resignation  did  cot  occur  before,  a.  d 
tbai  he  has  remained  here  about  as  1  ng  as  I  have 
tostav.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  we  aie  obliged  to 
make  this  report.  I  wasi .  hopes,  when  the  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  that  we  might  be  able  to 
make  a  more  cheerful  report;  but  we  could  not 
prevail  upon  him  to  ■.ithdia.v  his  resignation. 
M"-.  Chairman,  I  cheerfully  and  sorro- fully  in- 
dorse those  resolutions.  I  feel  that  the  citv  has  met 
with  a  g'eat  lo's,  and  I  cannot  imagine  how  it  is 
possible  for  any  one— no  matter  what  natural 
ability  he  has.  or  what  he  may  oe  able  to  do- to 
fill  tne  position  Mr.  Bugbee  has  so  honorably  filled 
for  the  last  eight  or  ten  yeais. 
Alderman  ro»et  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — I  feel  that  I  not  ought  to  let 
this  occasion  piss  without  saying  a  word  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  tbe  lesoluttous.  I  came  here 
iou'  years  ago  an  entire  strange i  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  tbc  City  Government;  aud  I  must  say, 
with  tbe  Alderman  from  Ward  12,  that  I  hardly 
know  how  I  should  have  got  alo  g  but  for  the 
kindness  and  efficient  aid  of  the  Clerk  ot  Com- 
mittees   ever  since   the  commencement  of    my 


term  of  seivice.  I  feel  that  it  is  a  very  great  loss 
(or  tbe  city  to  be  compelled  to  part  with  a  faith- 
ful and  efficient  official,  and  c-itainly  no  one 
will  regret  it  more  than  those  who  are  coone  ted 
with  departments  in  charge  of  tha  Clertt  of  Com- 
mittees. He  has  al  way i  had  che  u  usual  faculty 
Of  expxessi eg  tike  opinions  of  both  tbe  majority 
and  the  minority,  regardless  of  what  his  ow  ■  feel- 
ings might  be  upon  a  subject.  I  r;'giet  that  he 
istoleaveus,  although  I  can  hardly  blame  him 
for  so  uoir.g;  and  I  hope  that  when  he  gets  to 
Washington  ne  will  have  an  opportunity  to  infuse 
fome  of  his  sterling  honesty  and  integrity  into 
the  he^ds  of  departments  there.  If  he  can  suc- 
ceed in  uonu  that,  although  his  departure  Is  a 
great  loss  to  us  now,  we  can  feel  that  he  will  be 
doing  something  tor  us  in  that  sphere.  Mr.  Bug- 
bee's  labors  have  always  been  arduous.  Tbe 
members  ot  this  Board  know  what  he  has  accom- 
plished during  the  past  season  in  compiling  and 
printiug  the  record  of  the  cdnteunial  celebrntion 
on  the  17rh  of  June,  and  he  has  always  taken 
labor  ot  that  kind  upon  his  own  sho:lders.  He 
bas  always  been  not  only  the  Clerk  of 
Committees,  but  bis  office  has  been  a  soit  of  head- 
quarters for  all  kinds  of  municipil  and  other  in- 
formation. It  has  been  a  current  saying,  that  if 
you  want  to  know  anything  about  City  Hall,  if 
you  are  not  posted,  yoii  can  go  to  Bugbee  and  if 
it  don't  belong  to  bis  department  he  will  tell  you 
where  to  go.  His  loss  will  be  felt  by  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  and  the  Common  Council.  I  re- 
gret that  we  are  to  lose  him,  and  we  can 
only  testify  our  appreciation  of  the  services  he 
has  rendered  to  every  one  connected  with  the 
City  Government.  I  heartily  indorse  rhe  resolu- 
tions, and  hope  they  will  be  passed  by  a  rising 
vote. 

Tbe  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed  by  a 
rising  vote. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  folio  ;vicg: 

The  joint  special  committee  who  were  appoint- 
ed toco:  sider  the  lesignatioi  of  James  M.  Bu  •- 
bee,  Esq.,  as  Clerk  of  Cormittees,  would  respect- 
fully state  that  they  have  conferred  with  rhat  offi- 
cer, and,  believing  that  they  repre  rented  the  feel- 
ing of  the  members  of  tb^s  Citv  Council,  have  en- 
deavored to  induce  bim  to  withdraw  his  resigna- 
tion and  continue  in  the  servics  of  the  city.  They 
find,  however,  that  Mr.  Bugbee's  engagements  are 
imperative,  and  that  his  resignation  is  to  be  con- 
sidered final;  and,  having  carefully  considered 
the  subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  the 
election  of  "William  H.  Lee  as  Clerk  of  Commit-' 
tees.  The  committee  would  also  recommend  tbe 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  salar/ of  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees shall  be  at  tbe  rate  of  $2750  par  annum, 
beginning  on  the  fiist  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1875,  and  coutinui  g  until  other  i  i:e  ordered. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  pr-sent  salary  of  James  M. 
Bugbee  as  Clerk  of  Committees  be  continued  ?nd 
paid  up  to  the  first  day  nf  Jaouaiy,  A.  D.  1876. 

Read  twice  a  d  passed. 

Severally  sent  down. 

4Merman  Pre-jcott  said  the  committee  felt  tbe 
necessity  of  making  a  proper  selection;  they  had 
considered  the  merits  of  various  candidates,  and 
made  their  report.  He  did  not  desire  to  hasten 
an  election  without,  time  tor  consideration,  and 
for  that  purpose  moved  that  tbe  election  be  spe- 
cially assigned  to  a  special  meeting  on  Thursday 
nexr,  it  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  which  was  a  Jopted. 

Alderman  Claik  in  the  chair. 

CHARLESTOWN   HORSE-CAB  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Alderman  Harris  presented  tne  petition  of  H. 
H.  Seaver  and  many  other  residents  of  Charles- 
town,  representing  rhat  they  desired  greater  fa- 
cilities tor  communication  bv  ho;se  railroad  with 
the  retail  business  part  of  the  city,  and  askin» 
that,  more  cars  be  allowed  to  go  as  far  as  Temple 
place  and  Boylston  streei.  They  represent  tbf.t 
they  have  applied  to  tbe  company  ant  to  other 
sources  for  leliet,  and  i  ow  make  this  apoeal  to 
tbe  Board  tor  -id  in  securing  the  accommodation 
they  so  greatly  need.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

CONSTABLE'S     NOMINATION.. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  took 
from  ths  table  tbe  executive  nomination  of  Sam- 
uel J.  Bradles  as  a  constable. 

The  question  wa«  upon  confirmation. 

Alderman  Worthiugton  explained,  in  reply  to 
the  charge  that  Mr.  Braalee  was  a  student  of  law, 
that  he  had  never  contemplated  practising  the 
profession,  but  studied  law  to  enable  him  to  per- 
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foim  the  dutjes  of  constable.  All  the  objections 
raised  against  aim  Dad  bsen  ijvestigarad,  but  Dot 
one  bad  siooa  the  tsst. 

Alderman  Burrage  said  his  objection  was  that 
Mr.  Bradler  wa«  studying  law  in  tue  office  of  a  law- 
yer «vbo  drew  the  writs  tor  Mi.  Br'idlee  to  serve. 
Tbere  were  other  matters  he  desired  to  look  into, 
but  had  uot  cad  time. 

Alderman  Woitbu.gton  said  all  lawyers  oave 
constables  whom  tbey  employ,  and  be  cou'dnot 
see  the  oiffeifince  between  having  a  desk  in  one 
office  and  a  other,  He  thought  there  ha  i  been 
act  pie  time  f  r  investigation  in  the  six  week  *  it 
had  been  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott  reminded  the  Board  that 
when  the  matter  was  last  up  the  chairaiao  re«.d 
an  advertisement  of  Mi.  Bra.Uee's  application  for 
membership  to  the  Boston  bat,  askicg  whecher  be 
had  sUce  been  acmitted  and  whether  that  did  not 
incapacitate  him  tor  tne  office  of  co.  stable. 

Alo'erooan  Wortningtoa  said  Mr.  Bradlee  did 
not  contemplate  becoming  a  lawyer,  and  he  bad 
not  been  admitted  to  the  bar. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  if  the  fact  that  he  had 
applied  and  had  not  been  admitted  was  one  of  bis 
recommeodatiocs  for  the  office  of  constable. 

Allerman  Worthington  could  not  say,  but  if 
Mr.  Biadlee  bad  been  refused  ii  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  him.  He  had  known  Mr.  Bradlee  ma  y 
years,  and  Knew  Elm  to  be  a  jood  constable. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  if  Mr.  Bradlee's  relations 
to  the  ldw.oei  were  that  if  a  stucent,  it  would  be 
iiregular  foi  bim  to  serve  the  writs  for  that  law- 
yer; on  tbe  other  haad,  if  ne  merely  had  a  desk  iu 
the  lawyer's  office,  and  was  not  a  "stuoeDt,  it  was 
not  irregular. 

Alderman  Worthington  was  amhsed  at  the  points 
raised.    Mr.  Bradlee  had  s?oiked  bard  tor  many 


years,  and  should  not  be  put  c'own  because  he 
happened  to  look  inro  a  law  book.  He  thought 
ihe  position  of  Alcerman  Quincy  very  strange. 

Alderman  Burrage  wa*  told  bv  the  lawyer  that 
Mr.  Braolee  was  studying  law  with  bim.  He  did 
not  know  Mr.  Bradlee,  and  the  only  interest  he 
bad  wa=  tie  public  good.  Bad  men  get  into  The 
office  of  eon'table,  and  tbe  Board  should  be  care- 
ful whom  they  confirm. 

Aldeiman  Wo  thington  objected  to  weeding  out 
tbe  men  wBj  strive  to  educate  themselves  for  the 
business,  and  to  keeping  all  the  ignorant  ones  in. 

Alderman  Birrage  desiied  to  investigate  other 
charges  before  voring  en  tbe  confirmition. 

Alderman  WorthiDgton  thought  time  enough 
had  bDen  allowed  alieady. 

Alderman  O'Brien  asked  if  Mr.  Bradlee  had  not 
caused  great  distress  to  poor  people  by  just  keep- 
ing within  the  limits  of  tbe  law. 

Alderman  Woithingtou  caid  those  charges  had 
been  mace,  but  were  not  sustained. 

Aldeiman  Prescott  thought  there  was  still  some 
uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  moved 
that  the  nomination  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Police. 

Alderman  Bierelow  thought  that  did  not  come 
within  the  proviu  e  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Prescott  urged  that  it  was  a  proper 
sur-ject  for  investigation  by  some  committee,  and 
he  had  confidence  in  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Ait  erman  Burrage  thought  such  aiefeience 
would  establish  a  bad  precedent. 

Jhe  mono o  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  nomina- 
tion wis  laid  en  th;  table,  with  the  understanding 
th»t  it  shoold  be  acted  on  at  th*  special  meetirg 
on  Thursday. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington, the  Board 
adjeurned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    18,    1875. 


A.diouri>eil  tegular  meeting  ar,  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  C'ark,  Cnair.nan,  piesiding. 

PETITIONS  REFEBBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  C, 
Ni   tr>  Regiment  oi  Infantry,  for  a  new  armoiy. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Lewis  Jones  & 
Son,  tor  leave  io  maintain  a  projecting  sign  at  50 
La  fcri'j Mige  street. 

Old  C»lony  Sunday  School,  for  leavo  to  main- 
tain their  lantern  at  63  Tyler  street. 

George  S.  Jo  s  s,  tor  leave  to  maintain  a  s  ring- 
ing sign  at  corner  Endicott  and  Cross  sheets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  ICdward  E. 
Tower  et  al.,  that  ihe  lice  ses  f  i  sragon  stands  in 
La  Grange  »treet  be  revoked. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Phi  ^eas  Bates  et  al.,  constable 
behg  presented,  duly  certified,  wao  approved. 

TRANSFERS  OF  APPEOPEIATIONS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  re,  ort  from  the 
Committer  on  Finance  on  the  request  ot  the 
committees  on  Northampton-street  District  and 
Public  Buildings,  recommeuding  the  pi  B<»ge 
of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
h«  hereby  i  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
set veil  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Northamp- 
ton-street Distiict  the  sum  of  $5000,  and  to  tiat 
foi  Ne«l  Engine  Houses  the  sum  of  $3000. 

Bead  twice  and  passed — yeas  11,  natsO.  Sent 
down. 

OltDER  TO  PAY. 

Aldet  ma:.  Harris  submitted  an  order  from  the 
Commit  ee  on  Streets  <rt>  the  part  of  the  Board 
to  pav  Datiel  Nevios  $4500  f.ir  land  taken  and  all 
d  images  ot  every  nature,  including  grade  dam- 
ages, occasioned  by  the  widening  of  Cambridge 
and  Washington  streets,  Biightnn.  Order  reaa 
twice  and  pass-  d. 

SEWERS. 

A]  le  man  Hants  submitted  the  following: 
Ordeied,  That  the  So penmendent  of  Sewers  be 
hereby  directed  to  built!  a  sewer  in  Richmond 
street*,  Let  ween  Mercantile  street  and  Atlantic 
avenue;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Wuleuing  Streets. 
Read  twice  ami  passed. 

SWING  SIGNS  AND  AWNINGS. 

AMeiinau  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  directed  to 
discontinue  further  proceedings  under  the  order 
uassed  by  tin*  Board  Oct.  11,  u  sttuctirghicrj  to 
prosecute  al)  persons  who  fail  to  remove  all  signs, 
lanterns  or  show  boaids  of  any  description  which 
piojejt  more  than  one  for  t  into  the  public  streets. 
Alderman  Stebbms— When  the  order  referred  to 
was  introduced  several  weeks  aio,  tne  Alderman 
from  tue  Cbarlestown  District  and  myself  ques- 
tioned the  propriety  of  passing  it,  ano  at  our 
nisi  ance  it  was  laid  over.  The  proceec  mgs  which 
have  been  had  under  that  ordei  since  it  was  finally 
taken  from  hetabl  aodpassed, have  convinced  me 
thatitought  uot  to  cave  been  passed  by  tin-:  Board. 
We  have  pre  ented  to usaxevery  meeting  petitions 
asking  that  ce  tains  signs  may  be  allowed  to 
remain,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  police  should 
be  iostructed  to  prosecute  people  who  live  on  the 
vatious  side  streets  where  theie  i-  no  dangei  from 
the  maintaining  of  these  signs  or  show  boards 
*?hieh  project  no  moie  thai  one  or  two  reet  into 
the  street.  I  understand  that  within  a.  day  ot  two 
the  Committee  on  Police  have  instructed  the 
Ctief 'o  n  tity  all  paisons  who  have  awnings  in 
front  of  tneir  stores  for  He  wotection  of  ibeir 
goous  uuon  which  rhere  may  be  any  lettering,  to 
remove  them  forthwith  or  they  will  be  oro-ecuied 
the  same  as  those  who  maintain  signs  and  show 
boards  in  front  of  theirpremi;es.  Now.it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Committee  on  Folice  can  be  engaged 
in  a  better  work  for  the  citizens  of  Boston  than 
in  raking  up  some  ancient  colonial  law  or  old  or- 
dinance and  deforcing  it.  I  hope  they  will  take 
this  matter  into  consideration  aiain  and  if  neces- 
sarv  amend  the  order  bo  that  wherever  ihere  are 
any  signs  projeotie  over  the  public  streets  which 
xii  thb  opinion  of  tho  Inspector  of  Buildings  aie 


not  dangerous,  inay  be  allowed  to  renain.  The 
order  now  compels' every  shopkeeper  and  milliner 
to  leuiove  the  signs,  and  it  seems  to  b  a  great 
hardsnip,  and  hardly  worthy  the  dignity  ot  this 
Board  t<i  consider,  i  hope  this  orriei  will  be  pass- 
ed and  the  Comuntee  on  Police  will  axendthe 
ordinance  so  that  it  will  not  apply  to  awniuers. 

Aldeiman  Powei— I  hops  this  order  will  adt 
oass.  I  don't  see  any  i  ecessity  tor  passing  it.  I 
think  the  matter  is  just  ngbt  as  it  is  at  present. 
I  understand  that  the  Committee  on  Police  have 
countermanded  the  orders  to  prosecute  all  parties 
who  have  sent  in  petitions  to  lia^e  their  signs  re- 
main, aod  that  it  is  discretionary  v.ith  t'ie  com- 
mittee whose  sigrs  shall  remain  So  far  as  J  can 
understand,  they  have  thought  in  many  instances 
that  the  sigs  should  not  be  removed  ad  have 
allowed  i he. i)  to  remain ;  and  they  are  uo  doubt 
competent  to  p  ss  upon  the  signs  in  the  -ide 
streets  that  the  Alderman  b::s  allude  .  to.  A  great 
many  parties  :ave  been  before  the  Commutes  on 
Police,  and  a  great  ma-ymoie  wi  1  come  befo.e 
them;  and  their  signs  vill  lemaiu  it  in  the  judg- 
ment ot  the  coimitt-e  ihev  should  »iot  be  r;- 
moved. 

Alderman  SttbbM.s— I  should  not  have  brought 
this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Board  but  for 
the  fact  that  I  was  told  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
of  Police  that  instructions  had  b-en  received 
within  a  few  days  to  prosecute  eveiy  storekeeper 
who  had  any  letftriug  whatever  upon  bis  a*mug, 
and  who  did  not  remove  it  foithwith.  If  this  is 
not  a  hardship  I  don't  know  what  you  would  term 
it.  Why  people  maintaining  lettered  awaings 
should  De  required  to  remove  them  and  replace 
them  with  plain  curtaius  I  cannot  see,  for  certain 
lv  they  are  not  dangerous.  It  may  be  that 
the  statute  or  the  odinauee  udi  cover  this 
class  of  v^r.ses,  but  why  this  Boaul  i-nould  annoy 
shopkeepers  acd  milliners  1  don't  know;  and  f 
don  t  propose  to  take  any  part  m  it.  Had  the 
committee  been  satisfied  io  remove  signs  only,  I 
should  not  have  brought  it  io  the  attention  of  tne 
Board;  bu.  thi  .  order  has  been  issued  to  the  Chief 
of  Police,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  jigLt. 

Alcierinau  Burrage  -This  Seems  to  be  »n  ex- 
traordmaiy  order,  und  it  is  si  range  'hat  it  should 
be  introduced  at  this  time  by  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  8. 

Alderman  Stebbms— 1  would  like  to  ask  the  Al- 
derman a  question —  hetber  an  order  has  been 
issued  to  the  Cbi  f  of  Police  to  remove  all  awu- 
ings. 

AJderman  Burrage — The  Alderman  knows  very 
well  taat  this  was  talked  ov.  r  yesterday,  and  it 
was  explained  to  him.  Woai  information  he  pro- 
cured at  the  Chief's  office  I  dor/t  know.  It  was 
explained  to  him  that  it  was  not  meaDt  to  apply  to 
awnings;  but  the  City  Solicitor  says  it  does  apply 
to  awnings  and  he  has  so  iiismicteo  the  Chief  of 
Police.  The  order  we  originally  passed  f»r  the 
removal  of  signs  seems  to  me>  to  be  just,  and  it 
has  been  generally  acqu-esce.il  in.  People 
see  that  it  is  ..  uch  better  to  have 
them  abolished ;  that  every  ooe  stands  on  ai 
equal  fooang  with  the  others;  that  one  doesn't 
having  an  advantage  over  the  other;  that  the 
streets  look  better,  and  that  pedestrians  aie  not 
Halite  to  be  injuied  by  the  signs  fairing,  la  cer- 
tain cases  petitions  were  sent  here  for  signs  to  re- 
main and  i tie  committee  have,  so  far,  consider?d 
apothecaries'  mortars  an  exception  and  Different 
fiouiihe  regular,  projecting  swing-signs.  They 
have  considered  (hat  private  lamps,  having  no 
advertisement  upon  them,  are  a  public  oenefit,  as 
they  g>ve  additional  light  to  the  street,  and  it  was 
thoug'at  best  to  make  an  exception  of  them 
and  allow  them  to  remain,  where  there  is 
no  par  titular  objection.  It  seems  io  me 
that  it  would  be  folly  to  go  back  upon 
our  rrcoid  now  and  rescind  that  order 
after  it  has  teen  generally  complied  with  and  the 
signs  have  been  taken  down.  I  have  understood 
tho  geutleman  from  Ward  8  to  coincide  in  the 
opinion  that  the  awnings  are  a  nuisance  It  thejy 
are  allowed  t«>  temain  there  will  be  contest  be- 
tween tte  owners  of  stnre=  as  to  wno  -hall  put  on 
the  most  letteiing  ana  get  the  best  advertisement. 
It  seems  to  me  the  rule  is  proper  and  just,  aad 
should  stann. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Lamp  Department 
have  charge  of  awnings,  and  as  I  happen  to  be 
the  chairman  I  pi»fess  to  know  their  wishes  and 
desire-.  We  regulate  tie  size  of  the  aw.  ing  and 
only  alrow  sufficient  to  protect  the  goods  of  the 
stores;  but  it  seems  to  be  utter  roily  to  object  to 
the  name  of  the  proprietor  or  uumber  of  the  store 
upon  the  awning,  and  for  this  Board  or  the  Chief 
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to  enforce  that  lule.  I  am  surprised  that  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  should  come  up  here 
and  state  that  such  an  order  has  been 
given,  aod  that  it  is  to  be  enforced.  It 
is  true,  as  the  Alderman  intimated,  that  the  mat- 
ter was  mentioned  to  me  yesterday.  I  could  hard- 
ly credit  the  statement  that  the  Chief  of  Police  is 
to  enforce  such  an  order;  but  I  made  application 
to  his  office  this  morning  ana  found  that  he  in- 
tended to  enforce  it  precisely  as  in  the  case  »f 
swing  signs,  a  ad  tbat  a  large  number  of  tracers 
acd  shopkeepers  will  be  obliged  ro  remove  rhem. 
Of  course  such  a  rule  is  in  the  interest  ot  awning 
makers,  as  the  order  passed  by  this  Bord  last 
yeat ,  requirt .  g  all  persons  to  conoect  their  con- 
ductors with  the  sewers,  was  in  the  i  teres r  of  a 
certaio  class  of  mechanics.  That  order  could  n't 
be  legally  enforced,  and  in  many  instances  the 
remedv  'was  worse  than  toe  disease. 

Alderman  Burrage — Is  tbe  4.1  lermanfrom  Ward 
8  net  aware  that  the  parries  •  ho  wish  to  maintain 
an  awning  have  to  get  a  permit  fiom  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lamps?  They  have  no  right  to  do  :  o 
»ithsuch  a  permit.  It  wasn't  anticipated  by 
the  FoIicp  Corami'tee  th't  the  order  would  apply 
to  awnings;  but  still  I  think  the  awnings  ate  ob- 
jectionable. The  result  of  allowing  them  would 
be  to  have  one  fla  oping  in  front  of  every  store. 
But  that  is  another  questioi  ,  however.  Ii  tbe 
gemleoian  wishes  to  fntronuce  an  otder  which 
apoliss  to  awr.ings,  or  which  .will  explain  toe 
other  order,  tha.,  is  another  thing.  If  he  wishes 
to  introduce  a  supplementary  order,  saving  the 
former  one  shall  not  apply  to  awrnngs,  I  shall  not 
object. 

Alderman  Power  in  tbe  chair. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  thins  thac  tbe  Committee 
on  Police  or  Ordinances  should  taVe  this  whole 
matter  into  consideration  and  amend  the  ordi- 
nance so  th;  tit  shall  not  apply  to  all  signs,  and 
leave  it  discietionary  with  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings, who  shall  decide  which  are  dangerous  aad 
which  are  rot. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  thiik  the  Alderman  fiotn 
Ward  8  mistakes  the  intention  of  tbe  order  to  re- 
move the  signs.  It  does  not  refer  to  awnings,  but 
to  tbe  curtains  or  si^es  of  the  awnings  put  up  ex- 
piessly  for  signs,  ana  which,  I  understand,  the 
City  Solicitor  decides  pre  swing  signs.  The 
order  applies  to  the  curtains  anc.  not  to  tbe  awn- 
ings. 

Alo'erman  Stebbt  os— I  understood  that  p;<rt  very 
well.  The  drapery  is  a  p?rt  of  the  awning,  and  in 
some  instances  they  aie  all  in  one  piece, — the  uat- 
tern  bring  known  as  the  Italian  awning,— and 
swinging  against  the  building.  Wherever  the 
curtain  is  made  in  ove  piece,  ithe  entire  awning- 
swings  back  against  the  building. 

Alderman  Clark— The  order  directing  all  swing 
signs  to  be  taken  down  has,  so  far  as  I  cau  learo, 
given  universal  s.\ti;f action  I  understand  lrom 
the  Chiet  of  Police  that  hardly  a  comolaict  has 
been  made  by  parties  syi-o  have  been  ordered  to 
take,  them  down,  fbe  petitions  which  have  come 
to  this  Board  are  for  leave  to  maintain  lights  over 
doorways  or  from  druggists  to  have  the  privilege 
of  maintaining  their  mortars,  which  in  some  in- 
stances project  twelve  to  fifteen  inch,  s  over  the 
sidewalk.  All  the  petitions  that  have  come  before 
tbe  Board  are  of  that  class — for  instance,  the 
lanterns  at  Horticultural  Hall,  Tremoat  Temple 
and  the  American  House;  or  from  druggists 
to  maintain  moitars.  At  this  moment  I  do 
not  remember  a  single  other  instance.  I  am 
informed  bv  the  Chief  of  Police  and  those  tvbosa 
business  it  is  to  take  dowa  the  signs,  that  insttad 
of  being  an  annoyance,  it  has  given  general  satis- 
faction. There  were  several  sigrs  r  emoved  f rom 
Sudbury  street,  anil  the  oily  thing  asked  to  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  was  a  clock  projecting  from  the 
fourth  story.  Ir  is  a  notorious  fact  that  swing- 
signs  are  dangerous.  It  wasn  't  moi-e  than  two 
months  ago  chat  tbe  Alderman  from  War  i  3  3  nv  :i 
swing  sign  come  down  within  a  few  it  ches  of  the 
head  of  a  passer-by.  It  is  a  wono-r  we  have 
not  had  mote  accidents  of  that  kiud.  for 
the  signs  do  endanger  the  lives  of  cit- 
izens, to  say  nothing  of  tne  disfigurement 
of  tbe  streets.  The  system  of  preventing 
swing  ->igni  »as  commenced  when  tie  newstreet- 
in  the  burnt  di  trict  v  ere  completed,  aod  tu  only 
one  or  two  instances  did  parties  come  here  and 
ask  for  a  permit  to  be  allowed  to  maintain  them. 
The  svstem  has  given  satisfaction,  I  understand, 
m  all  the  str  ets  where  the  signs  have  been  or- 
dered down.  Thev  were  ordered  down  in  Han- 
over, State  and  othet  streets;  they  wete  taken 
down  months  ago,  and  co  complsints  were  made; 


and  then  the  committee  thought  it  advisable  to 
recommend  that  thev  should  be.  taken  down 
in  all  sections  of  the  city.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  petitioners  who  ask  for  the 
right  to  maintain  mortars  and  lamps,  I  have 
heard  of  no  objections  being  made.  The  law 
stand- on  the  book  and  the  coina-ittee  are  not  to 
blame  for  it.  The  curtain-  which  thty  tang  down 
fiom  the  awnings  are  nothing  more  or  less  than 
signs;  they  come' under  the  same  head  as  signs, 
and  ir  it  is  illegal  to  maintain  them  witnout  per- 
mission from  this  Board,  l  suppose  tbe  City  Solic- 
tor thinks  they  should  be  ta^en  down.  But  no 
order  has  been  issued  by  the  Committee  on  Police 
to  have  any  awnings  taken  down.  The  Chief  of 
Police  stands  here,  and  if  I  am  in  errot  he  will 
corrpctm-.  Nor  is  it  the  intention  ot  the  com- 
mittee to  order  any  ^wnings  to  he  taken  down; 
it  certainly  is  not  my  intention.  If  parties 
wish  to  maintain  awnings  wich  signs  attached, 
all  they  have  to  do  is  to  petition  for  that 
right.  I  have  hao  no  millineis  rame  to  me  and 
ask  for  leave  to  maintain  swing  signs,  or  any  pto- 
jection  of  an;  naae  or  nature  :  and  if  thev  should 
petition  tor  tiie  privilege  I  don't  think  this  Boatd 
would  refu-e  tnem  a  permit  to  maintain  swing 
signs  or  any  o.her  ptojection.  Thete  tre  peti- 
tions from  k'epei>  of  billiard  saloons,  re  lgtous 
institutions  md  apothecari-s  to  maintain  laaterns 
or  swi  Jg  signs;  but  ooi  e  from  muiinert;.  Instead 
of  me-  ting  with  disapprobation  ,  tbe  oi  der,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  gives  ge  eial  satisfaction,  and  if 
there  is  one  person  who  thinks  re  is  badly  treated 
I  ceitainly  am  not  aw; re  of  tie  fact.  Ooe 
gentleman  has  come  h-re  and  asked  to  main- 
tain what  I  presume  is  a  swing  sign  upon  a  hotel ; 
and  I  told  htm,  as  I  tell  everybody  eise,  that  if 
there  are  no  objections  to  it,  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men »ill  grant  permission,  aud  that  it  is  purely 
and  entirely  against  the  law  for  anybody  to  main- 
tain swing  sigus  without  a  permit  from  th^  Board 
ot  Aiueimeo.  die  committee  cannot  order  >  ing 
signs  down  in  Tremont,  Cambridge  and  Sudbury 
streets.  «.nd  allow  them  to  be  maintained  in 
Chauncy  and  Benforo  streets.  Tneie  is  i  othlng 
discretionary  about  it,  and  in  my  opiniou  there 
shou'd  not  be. 

Alnermau  Stebbins — As  I  stated  before,  my  ob- 
ject in  in  rodueing  tbe  order  was  not  so  much  to 
affect  the  order  that  hao  been  passed  instructing 
the  owoers  and  occupants  of  buildings  to  remove 
swing  signs  as  it  was  to  pi eveut  its  enforcement 
in  regard  to  awnings.  The  particular  point  I 
wished  to  make  was  that  such  an  order  had  been 
or  was  about  to  be  issued.  If  that  object  is  ac- 
complishet  In  th"  decision  this  afternoon,  it  is 
what  I  intended.  lam  wdliug  to  withdraw  the 
order  or  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Police.  My 
object  was  to  make  an  exception  iu  favor  of 
traders  who  shall  uot  ce  obligeo  to  remove  their 
awnings. 

Alderman  Burraga— The  gentlemao  doesn't 
mean  au  awning,  but  a  sign.  An  awoiug  is  a  pro- 
tection for  a  store  from  the  lays  ot  the  sun;  the 
■awning  and  tbe  sign  <m  the  side  are  two  distinct 
things.  The  awning  might  remain  and  the  sign 
be  taken  down. 

Alderman.  Stebbins— The  Boarc  understand 
what  I  mean. —  nether  n  is  an  awniug  or  a  cur- 
tain hanging  down,  Iu  some  iustauces  the  cur- 
tain is  attached  to  the  awning,  mi  in  some  it  is 
not.  Now,  tue  statement  has  been  made  that  su.cn 
an  oner  was  not  issueo  by  tbe  committee.  One 
of  the  membeis  of  the  Committee  on  Police  told 
me  yesterday  it  *as  to  be  issued,  an  ,  tue  Chiel 
told  me  the  original  order  was  construed  to  mean 
awnings. 

Aldeiniao  Burrage— The  gentleman  dots  n'r 
recollect  the  conversation  correctly,  1  thiuk.  I 
certainly  made  no  such  statement  that  our  com- 
mittee was  to  issue  such  i  structions.  1  sani  that, 
personally,  i  thought  it  wa-  a  good  thing,  6nly  it 
was  premature.  1  koo  *  the  opinion  of  the  Super- 
iiiten  eit  of  Lamps  'S  that  these  iron  f  tain  s  are  a 
nuisance,  and  that  the  awnings  ought  to  be  sus- 
pended from  the  buildings.  But  let  thai,  be  as  it 
may;  this  order  is  passed,  aua  tbe  City  Solicitor 
says  it  applies  to  awnings.  If  the  gentleman  is 
dissatisfied  let  him  intioduce  n  oroei  amonning 
the  former  one,  and  ne  can  accomplish  what  h? 
desires.  He  is  not  opposed  to  the  original  order, 
but  takes  exception  to  this  i>  terpretauon  of  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Committee  on  Police 
seem  rather  ashamed  of  tbe  s>ro«  ediugs  thai  are 
going  on  and  are  incline.'  to  say  thai  such  an  or- 
der has  not  been  issued.  Allow  me  to  read  this— 
it  is  only  one  ot  a  ttousand  : 

'•To  W.  W.  Dearborn.    250    Hanovci  street— Til 


NOVEMBER       18,       18  7  5. 


646 


awning  sign  projecting  over  the  sid9*alk  in  froat 
of  the  building  occupied  by  you  ana  numbered 
250  Hanover  street  being  in  violation  of  the  ordi- 
nance referred  to  in  the  foregoing,  will  you  please 
cause  the  same  to  be  remove*,  in  accordance  with 
the  above  order,  and  greatlv  oblige  your  ol  edient 
servant,  E.  H.  Savage, 

Chief  of  Police. 

Boston,  Nov.  15, 1876." 

Aldorm&n  Burrage  —  Thai  is  aa  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aloci  men  and  not  of  the  Committee  on 
Police.  This  Board  paseeo  the  order,  ana  ihe  City 
Solicitor  instructed  th-  Chief  that  ii  applies  to 
awnings;  and  uuder  thtt  instruction  the  Chief 
iasuod  thase  notifications,  of  whicn  the  Alder- 
ma-  has  read  one.    It  is  a  plain  case. 

Alderman  Clark — The  Chief  of  Police  is  piesent. 
and  I  should  lite  to  have  him  explain  to  flu  Bof.rd 
what  he  understands  to  be  the  awniag  referred  to, 
or  what  kiod  of  an  awning  he  is  instructed  by 
the  City  Solicit jr— ami  1101  by  ih9  Committee  on 
Police — to  take  i  own  under  th?  ordei  which  the 
gentleman  from  Want  8  voted  upon  when  it 
passed  this  Hoard.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I 
should  like  to  hear  the  Chief  of  Police. 

No  one  ohjectec,  ant  Chief  of  Police  Sivage 
appeareo  before  the  Board. 

Al::erman.  Clark— Please  state  w  hat  your  in- 
struction:' are,  and  tiom  whom  thej  come. 

Chief  Savage— It  is  kuown  1.0  the  Board  that  the 
ord' is  is*DMl  ty  the  Chief  if  Police  commenced 
more  thaa  a  yeai  airo  on  ihe  burnt  distiict.  Since 
then  I  have  had  five  different  oiders  in  relaci  n  to 
swing  signs.  It  see  ed  ti  be  the  t  te.  tion  ot 
the  Government  to  remove  all  signs  projecting 
more  than  a  foot,  in  violation  of  the  twenty- 
thiul  section  of  the  oidinance  relating  to 
streets;  but  there  were  so  many  th.it  it  could 
not  all  be  done  at  ones.  The,  burnt  listrict 
was  taken  first,  then  Washing  ion,  Hanover 
and  State  street  and  others.  I  received  the  last 
oro  tr  some  two  weeks  ago,  and  ween  1  issue;!  the 
notices  I  found  there  was  one  man  o.j  H  novel 
stieet  who  had  a  *ign  piojecting  moie  than  the 
ordt-ance  alloved.  He  came  uo  and  sato,  "I 
think  it  very  hard,  as  my  next  neighbor  has  an 
awntDg  with  a  curtain  rolled  up  that  hangs  on  a.: 
iron  frame  that  extends  clear  across  the  sidewalk; 
the  curtain  is  fifteen  inches  deep,  and  is  a  much 
larger  sign  than  mine  was.  It  has  the  mao'sname 
and  business  on  it ."  Th  re  were  several  such  in- 
stances, but  at  first  I  did  n't  suppose  I  was  order- 
ed to  take  down  those  awnings.  1  immediately  went 
to  the  Cay  Solicitor  aad  laid  the  case  beforo  him. 
He  said  the  order  undoubtedly  covered  curtains 
bearing  upon  them  the  name  and  business  of  tlie 
firm,  foi  'hey  are  as  much  signs  as  anything  else. 

Aitlerman  Stebbins— Is  this  a  statute  law? 

Chief  Savage— No,  sir,  it  is  an  ordinance. 

Alderman  Stebbins — An  J  it  can  be  amemded  by 
the  City  Council. 

Chier  Savage— I  have  your  order,  gentlemen, 
and  I  shall  enforce  it,  with  as  little  objection  to 
the  parties  as  I  can.  More  than  ball  the  a  filings 
that  Mr.  Healy  considers  in  violation  of  the  law 
have  been  removed.  A  great  many  pai ties  have 
been  to  me  tu  get  an  explanation,  but  after  th9y 
have  heard  my  explanation  I  have  found  very 
little  objection.  I  can  only  sav,  gentlemen,  tnat  I 
am  your  agect,  and  shall  endeavo.-  io  cany  out 
your  orders  with  as  much  satisfaction  as  possible. 

Alderman  Claris — You  have  removed  i  o  awn- 
ings? 

Chief  Savage— No,  sir. 

Alderman  Clark— And  did  n't  have  any  orders 
Io  do  so? 

Chief  savage — No, sir;  your  order  was  for  signs, 
show  bills  and  show  boards  which  ext-ml  more 
than  a  toot  iato  the  street,  an  i  th=  city  solicitor 
construes  it  to  mean  letteted  curtains  to  the  awn- 
ings. 

Alderman  Stebbins— But  where  the  awning  has 
a  s'gn  upon  it,  what  patt  of  it  have  you  ordei'-d  to 
be  taktn  ifovvn. 

Chief  Savage — Where  the  cm  tain  ext  no's  more 
than  one  foot,  I  have  oroered  it  to  come  down.  I 
have  made  no  prosecutions  yet,  and  I  chink  I  can 
get  them  all  down  without  any. 

Alderman  Clark— Has  much  fault  oeen  found? 

Chi^f  Savage— Veiy  little  indeed.  A  great  many 
have  been  to  see  me  to  get  explanations,  and  a 
great  many  hov  ?  complied  at  one-. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow— Don't  you  think  it  a  great 
annoya  ce  in  the  stieet  to  have  those  cuitains 
dropping  down  two  or  three  feet? 

Ctiief  Savage— Tbey  obstruct  the  view. 

Alderman  Bigelow— But  don't  thev  obstruct  the 
light  when  the  store  is  shut?    Are  thev  not  put 


out  for  the  purpose  of  a  swing  ?ign,  and  bava 
nothing  to  do  with  tue  awning? 

Chief  Savage— I  think  you  will  find  most  of  the 
awnings  rolled  no  ai  u  the  curtains  left  for  no 
other  pu  pose  than  a  sign.  I  wouU  be  glad  to  be 
relieved  of  the  duty,  tor  it  gives  a  great  Ceal  of 
work. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Is  it  tiue  that  most  of  the 
awiings  are  ot  the  Italian  pattern? 

Chief  Savage — Many  of  them  ai  B  coed;  there 
has  been  a  gi eat  increase  in  ihe  cumber. 

Aldermai  Stebbins — Aid  fbty  are  increasing  in 
number? 

Chief  Savage- -Ye*,  sir. 

Alderman  Stebbins— And  tneyput  sitrns  upon 
them? 

Chief  Savage — Ye.  ,  sir,  and  <=ome  put  sign:,  on 
the  awnings. 

Alderman  Clark— Ha^e  there  been  any  serious 
complaints  or  objections  made  'cy  dentists,  milli- 
ners, dry-goods  dealeis,  manufacturers  or  me- 
chanics? 

Cbief  Savage — I  have  heard  no  complaints. 
Theie  have  been  nary  inquiries;  a  great  many 
have  been  to  see  about  it. 

Alderman  Clark— In  ninety-rive  per  cent,  of  the 
ptitio  is  that  have  come  in  o  maintain  mortars 
and  I:  arerns,  has  not  permission  been  granted  by 
this  Boaid? 

Chief  Savage— I  only  kno/  by  what  I  see  in  the 
papers. 

Aldeiman  Bigek>.» — I  would  like  to  know  if 
there  has  bee.,  a  single  instance  of  a  milliner 
complaining. 

Chief  Savage — I  trunk  toeie  wa<  one  case  on 
Tremont  stieet,  and  SG6  had  a  sign  out  about 
eleven  inches. 

Aldeiman  Clark — I  merely  wish  to  staie  to  this 
Board  that  at  the  time  this  ouler  was  introduced 
a  reinoustrance  was  received  and  a  special  hear- 
ing given  bv  th»  Committee  on  Police  Ample 
notice  was  eiven,  but  the  only  individuals  who 
appeared  were  two  sign  makers — oaea  manufac- 
tnier  ot  swing  sings  and  the  other  a  wii'ri  sign 
maker— and  two  or  thiee  others.  I  Lbiok  th?t  Mi. 
Byam,  of  bvam,  Carler..p  &  Co.,  who  ban  a  wire 
sign  before  their  establishment,  appeared  It  we 
bad  advettised  for  a  bearing  to  the  advocates  of 
taking  dow.  swing  signs,  uo  hall  io  thi-  builoiug 
would  have  accommodateel  those  who  would  have 
attended.  That  has  been  the  experience  of  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— I  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  inserting  after  Oct.  11  the  wordi,  "so  fat  as  the 
same  relates  to  awnings." 

Alderman  Burrage— I  don't  wish  to  have  it  un- 
derstood that  there  has  been  no  objectiou  to  tak- 
ing oown  the  signs,  and  that  there  are  not  some 
parties  in  favot  of  retaining  them.  Of  course  in- 
tere<  ed  parties,  w no  wish  to  get  a  little  advan- 
tage of  tbeir  neighbors,  and  have  more  promi- 
nence, objected;  and  so  did  those  who  have 
bough'  real  estate  on  side  streets  at  a  lowtr  piice, 
ana  who  want  to  make  their  location  as  good  as  a 
corner  lot  wliuh  is  woith  twice  as  much.  There 
were  several  such  cases,  but  it  was  thought  to  be 
a  matter  of  equity  not  to  allow  them.  It  is  better 
for  the  whjle  public  that  the  i hi  gs  should  be  re- 
moved, and  all  parties  stand  on  the  same  grousd. 

Aldeiman  Quincy— I  shall  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment ana  the"  against  the  order,  for  I  can  see  no 
necessity  for  if,  even  if  it  is  amended.  The  ques- 
tion is  vnethei  we  shall  amend  it  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  office  sign «,  and  the  happing  of  such  a 
sign  is  almost  as  objectionable  as  the  swinging  of 
a  wooden  one.  I  am  fine  that  if  an  v  one  comes 
here  and  makes  out  a  good  c.se  he  will  get  ptr- 
mijsioo  to  rLaintain  his  sign.  I  don't  think  that 
any  measure  we  have  adopted  has  aiven  such  gen- 
eral satisfaction  as  the  mo  vein  em  against  swing 
siiiiis ;  and  therefor"  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
modifying  toe  order  even  so  far  aspn  nosed  by 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  8. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  StebbiiiS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  o  tier  was  rejected— yeus  3,  nay<  9: 

Y<  as— Aide/ men  H^iris.  O'Brien,  Stebbiis— 3. 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrag- ,  CI n  k,  Pope, 
Power,  Pie'cott,  Quincy,  Viles,  Wonbington  —  9. 

GATE  AT   MAIN-STREET  CROSSING. 

Alderman  Hani?,  offereo  the  following: 
Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  the  pub- 
lic safety  and  convenience  require  tLat  a  gate 
should  be  erected  across  Main  street,  ai  the  cioss- 
ing  of  Ihe  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad,  and  that  an 
agent  should  be  stationed  there  rn  open  and  close 
such  gat.'  wnen  an  engine  passes,  it  is  thereiore 
herebv 
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Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroid 
Coo-pany  be  requested  to  erect  agate  acros«  Main 
street,  at  the  crossing  of  the  saic  lailroad,  and 
station  an  agen1-.  there  to  open  and  close  the 
same. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BRIDGE  TO  BE  REPAIRED. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   Taat  Tenean  Bridge  at  Commercial 
Point,  Dorchester,  be  closed  to  public  travel   on 
Tuesoay,  Nov.  23,  1875,  and  remain  closed  until 
tbft  rebuilding  of  said  bridge  is  completed. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

ORDINANCES. 

Alcerman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  ComtEittee  on  Ordinances — 

Public  Institutions.  Report  on  the  oruer  for  a 
petition  to  the  Legislature  for  certain  amend- 
ments to  the  statutes  relating  to  public  institu- 
tions, recommending  the  passage  ot  the  same  in 
the  followiug  new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  tbe  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  to  amend  section  11, 
chapter  178  of  tbe  Genet  al  Statu t  s,  by  inserting 
aftf-r  the  >•  ord  ''Boston,"  in  the  second  line,  the 
folio  King:  "Subject  to  the  direction  or  the  Board 
of  Alderman  of  said  citv";  and  also  providing- 
that  the  Ditectors  for  Public  Institutions  of  Bos- 
ton shall,  whenever  required  by  the  Inspectors  of 
Prisons  and  Houses  of  Detention  m  tbe  County  of 
Suffolk,  exhibit  ill  books,  precepts,  documents, 
account- and  papers  relating  to  the  concerns  of 
the  institutions  uooer  'neir  charge,  or  to  the  de- 
tention, confinement  or  employment  of  any  pet- 
son  therein,  and  furni-h  anv  information  in  their 
possession  respecting  the  same  that  may  be  re- 
quired by  said  inspectors. 

Rec.d  once. 

Bridges.  Repoit  in  accordance  vvith  request  of 
Joint  Committee  ou  Streets,  recomtnsodiig  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

An  Ordinance 
In  addition   to  an  Ordinance  relating  to  Bridges. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  bridge  over  Fort  Point  Channel 
opposite  the  easterly  end  ot  Congress  stieet  shall 
be  knowo  as  Eastern-fi venue  Bridge;  and  a 
superintendent  'hereof  shall  be  elected  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  tne  passage  of  tbis  ordinance,  to  en- 
ter upon  his  duties  forth  with,  and  to  hold  office 
until  thf  first  Mo  uda.v  in  April,  in  the  year  1876, 
or  until  bis  successor  is  tlected  audqua'ifisd.  In 
the  month  of  February  or  March,  in  the  year  1876, 
and  annually  afterwards,  the  City  Council  shall 
elect  a  superintendent  of  said  bridge,  who  shall 
holo  office  upon  the  sarnie  terms,  bave  tbe  same 
povveis  and  duties,  and  be  suDject  to  the  same 
rules  and  regulations,  as  ihe  superintendents  of 
brides  oesignated  in  the  ordinance  relating  to 
bridges  passed  tbe  lltb  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
1857. 

Read  once. 

The  City  Architect.  The  Committee  ou  Ordi- 
nances, who  weie  requested  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  ordinance  that  whenever 
the  services  of  an  architect  are  required  by  any 
board  or  <  otnmittee  of  the  City  Government,  said 
services  shall  be  p«rtoini,Jd  by  tbe  City  Architect, 


having  considered  tbe  subject,  would  resoectfu'lv 
report  that  the  City  Architect  has  never  been 
established  by  ordinance,  but  exists  simply  by 
virtue  of  au  order  pissed  by  the  City  C  uocil  of 
last  yeai,  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  employ  a  permanent  architect  ■nod 
draughtsmen  for  seivice  in  toeir  department. 
Your  committee  deem  t  expedient  to  establish 
the  office  upon  a  ruore  permanent  basis,  and  to 
enlarge  its  duties;  and  to  that  end  they  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying orciioat.ee. 

An  Ordinance 
To  Establish  the  Office  of  City  Architect. 

Bt>  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the 
City  Cou'cil  o  i  Public  Buildings  shall  appoint 
annually  in  the  month  of  February,  or  wheaever 
a  vacancy  occurs,  a  suitable  person'  for  the  office 
of  Ci:y  Arc'itect.  He  shall  act  as  assistant  to 
the  Superintei  oeot  ot  Public  Bail-  ings,  and  shall 
perfoim  such  cutties  in  that  capacity  as  the  said 
Supe  int-ndent  or  the  said  committer  on  that  de- 
partment may  direct.  He  may  appoint,  from 
note  to  time,  subject  to  the  ppioval  of  tbe 
saia  committee,  suc'i  and  so  rnauv  draughts- 
men as  tb-i  duties  of  the  office  may  re- 
quire, and  he  may  at  auy  time  remove  such  sub- 
ordinates. Wbenev  -r  a  board,  committee  or  head 
of  a  department  in  tb3  City  Government  is  tu- 
tbo^iz^a  to  perform  any  work  where  the  services 
of  aa  architect  are  tequiiet,  toe  said  services 
shall,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  :e  performed  by, 
or  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Architect.  The 
City  .architect  shall  receive  such  compensation 
as  the  City  Council  thall  from  tim<-  to  time  deter- 
mine; and  the  draughtsmen  iu  his  office  shall  re- 
ceive such  compensation  as  may  he  determined 
by  the  Co  nmittee  on  Public  Buildings,  orovided 
that  tbe  same  >uali  not,  in  the  aggregate,  exceed 
the  sum  appopriated  tberefoi  by  the  City 
Council. 

Read  once. 

DIVISION  OF  WARDS — EXPENSES 

Aldermau  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
Orderea,  That  the  bill  of  Sampson,  Davenport 
&  Co.,  tor  special  services  sno  labor  performed  iB 
procuring  and  locating  the  numbers  ot  lrgal  vot- 
ers in  the  several  wards  of  this  city  as  directed 
by  the  special  committee  of  tbe  City  Council,  oe 
paid,  and  that  said  sum,  amounting  o  $1200,  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incideota'  Ex- 
penses, etc. 
Red  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES. 

On  notion  of  Aldermau  Harris,  the  Board  took 
up  the  sp  cial  assig:  rnent,  viz.,  the  election  of  a 
Cleik  of  Committees. 

Od  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  a  lecessof  ten 
minut-s  was  tak^n  for  private  consultation,  aud 
after  half  an  hour  the  Board  tesumed  aud  pro- 
•  ceeded  to  ballot,  Aldermen  Prescott  a-  d  Harris 
beirg  apnointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count 
votes.  They  reported  chat  William  H.Lee  had 
received  12  voces,  and  he  was  declared  aoani- 
mously  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Certifi- 
cate sent  down. 

Or.  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    18,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J. 
Boardman,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitioos  and  requescs  of  School  Committee. 
Referred. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Finance  of  a  request 
of  the  Commitiee  on  Nortbampton-srre<-t  District 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $8500  tor  said 
district.    Concurred. 

Order  directing  the  City  Treasurer  to  deposit 
the  funds  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  sach  tanks  as 
the  Committee  on  Finance  shall  ap ;  rove,  the  de- 
posit in  any  one  bant  not  to  exceed  $1,000,000. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  Council  will 
allow  that  order  to  lie  upon  the  table  for  ODe  week. 
I  have  had  no  opportuoity  to  confer  with  my  hon- 
ored colleagues  on  the  Committee  on  the  Treas- 
ury, and  I  think  if  I  had  such  an  opportunity  I 
could  suggest  an  important  and  valuable  im- 
provement in  the  order.  I  move  that  the  order  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Tbe  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Order  to  place  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  the  estate  of  Alvin  G-.  Bartlett.  en 
Fello.vs  street,  surrendered  to  tbe  city;  the  same 
to  be  sold  at  such  time  as  said  committee  deem 
expedient.    Passed. 

Report  recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 
authorizing  the  constiuction  of  budges  over  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  at  West  Chester  part, 
at  a  co»t  not  exceeding  $145,000;  and  also  an  order 
authoiizing  a  transfer  from  the  unexpended  bal- 
ances of  the  present  financial  year  of  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  pay  for  so  much  of  tbe  work  as  wi'l  bp 
done  during  the  present  financial  year,  and  to 
provide  for  the  balanc  by  taxation  next  year. 
The  order  for  the  transfer  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading  and  the  order  for  the  construction  of  the 
bridges  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  an  act  authorizing  the  City  Council  to 
regulate  and  restrain  the  driving  of  cattle  and 
other  beasts  through  the  public  streets.  Order 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Samoson,  Davenport  &  Co.  $1200, 
for  special  seivices  in|collecting  statistics  for  Com- 
mittee on  Division  of  Wards.  Passeo  to  a  second 
reading. 

Report  and  ordei  for  transfers  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  of  $5000  to  Northampton-street  District,  and 
$3000  to  New  Engine  Bouses.  Read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  passed,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9 — yeas  57,  nays  0. 

HOUSE  OFFAL. 

An  order  came  down  authorizing  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Health  to  make  a  contract  for  the  re- 
moval of  house  offal  for  not  exceeding  thrte  years, 
from  Jan.  1  next;  or  for  the  committee,  if  they 
deem  it  best,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing anv  other  disoosition  of  saw  offal. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  the 
order  bv  substituting  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health  be 
and  they  are  heiebv  directed  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  the  sale  of  the  house  offal  collected  by  the 
city  to  such  parties  as  may  apply  therefor,  and  If 
deemed  expedient  to  report  to  the  City  Council 
the  orders  necessary  to  carry  the  measure  into 
effect  at  the  termination  of  the  existing  contract. 

Mr.  Perkius— No  one  act  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment involving  no  laiger  a  sum  of  money  than 
that  connected  with  this  matter,  has  caused  so 
much  scandal  or  has  created  So  much  dis- 
satisfaction, so  far  as  my  knowledge  of 
nty  matteis  is  concerned,  as  the  mai  tier  in 
which  the  house  offal  of  the  citv  has  b»en  dis- 
posed of  tor  some  yeais  past.  If  the  Couucil  will 
pardou  me,  I  will  as  briefly  as  I  can  state  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  me  to  offei  this  sub- 
stitute. Tbe  Committee  on  He  Aim  of  1872  awaru- 
ed  to  S.  S.  Rose  the  tight  of  purchasing  and  re- 
moviog  all  the  house  offal  from  all  tue  wards  of  tbe 
city  except  Wards  1, 13, 14  and  15,  for  the  sum  of 
$3500  per  annum,  ana  that  contract  expires  on  tbe 
3l*t  ot  Decetnbei  next.  lam  credibly  informed, 
and  I  believe  it  is  not  de.ied,  that  there   were  of- 


fers before  that  committee  of  $14,000  per  annum 
from  parties  whom  the  committee  deemed  irre- 
sponsible. I  think  they  were  mistaken  in  that, 
though  they  probably  acted  from  the  best  j  udgme  Qt 
they  haa  in  the  premises.  However,  the  contract 
was  awarded  for  that  sum.  Now,  *> bat  does  that 
contractor  co  for  the  city  of  Boston  which  would 
warrant  the  city  in  granting  him  so  valuable  a 
privilege  for  so  insignificant  a  sum  of  m  Dey? 
The  city  is  obhged  to  deliver  that  offal  at  the  de- 
pot on  Albany  street  twice  a  day;  and  tbe  con- 
tractor agrees  to  remove  it  from  the  depot  tsvice 
a  dav  immediately  upon  us  being  rec  ived  there; 
And  how  does  he  remove  it?  Tfce  farmeis 
come  from  within  a  radius  of  twectty  miles,  from 
Concord,  Framingham  aad  Quincy,  and  the  adja- 
cent territory,  fiom  early  da  vn  rill  late  at  night, 
for  the  purpose  of  buyiag  fiorn  the  contractor 
this  s  *ul,  for  which  they  pav  him  $4  a  cord;  and 
they  stand  theie  with  their  money  in  one  hand 
and  a  shovel  in  another,  .  ager  and  anxious  to  gat 
all  the  swill  they  possibly  can.  There  has  been  no 
xime  -vithm  three  years  when  the  supply  of 
— with  possiMy  some  rare  ex-ceptio.  s— when  the 
of  city  swill  has  not  fallen  infinitely  shrrt 
of  the  urgent  demand  that  nas  always  ex- 
isted for  it  on  the  part  of  the  farm  pis  of  the  ad- 
jacent country.  As  nearly  as  can  be  estimated 
4000  cords  ot  swill  are  annually  made  bv  ths  citv, 
which,  at  $4  a  co-d,  amounts  to  $16,000,  and  for 
whiub  the  contractor  pays  but  $3500  per  a  r>um. 
Now,  chat  is  all  wro>  g.  There  is  no  eaithly  rea- 
son why  the  city  of  Boston  snould  call  upon  any 
one  to  contract  to  remove  tbe  city  s*ill  when  ail 
we  have  to  de  i*  to  pla"e  a  man  iq  that  shed  on 
Albany  stre-t  to  take  tbe  money  whicn  tbe  far- 
mers are  e-ger  aud  willing  to  pay  for  it  fiom  day 
to  day.  And  what  benefir  d  es  the  ci;y  of  Boston 
g«\  by  contracting  it  out?  The  meagre  benefit 
that  if  at  anv  time  there  sholud  not  be  a  demand 
for  the  swill  adequate  to  the  supply,  the  contract- 
or agre-s  to  remove  it  beyond  the  city  limits.  As  a 
matter  of  common  sense,  of  commo  i  business 
sen«e,  I  ask  whether  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  as 
able  to  remove  that  swill  beyond  its  own  limits  as 
any  private  individual?  But  the  contractor  has 
not  been  called  upou  to  remove  it  Mo  self,  for  it  is 
all  taken  by  the  farmers,  wbo  a<e  anxiou--  to  buy 
it.  I  conveised  wi'h  various  me  r  standing  in  toe 
line  there,  and  asked  them  if  toey  were  able  to  get 
all  toe  swill  they  wante  i,  a.td  the  reply,  wilhout 
an  exception,  was  that  they  were  not  able  to  get 
near  the  quantity  they  desired.  Said  I,  "How 
maay  years  have  you  hauled  swill?"  '•Seven- 
teen!" caid  he.  "In  wuatpart  of  your  sevt-uteen 
years'  exuerience  has  the  supply  of  swill  been 
larger  than  the  demand  for  it?"  He  hesitated  a 
moment,  and  said,  "I  hardiy  recollect  a 
single  i- stance."  Now,  Mr.  President,  what  I 
want,  and  what  I  believe  every  man  n<-re  will 
want,  if  he  u^  demands  the  case,  is  that  the  city 
shall  sell  no  man  the  privilege  of  selling  tbat 
swill  for  $15,000  or  $20,000  a  year ;  but  that  the  city 
shall  keep  a  man  there  at  a  salary  of  $800  a  year 
and  sell  that  swill  to  the  consumers  as  they 
come  for  it  day  by  day.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if 
th<=  Superintendent  of  Health  is  inst.ucted  to  fur- 
nish a  compe'eat  man  to  sell  the  swill  to  the  farm- 
eis at  a  salaiy  of  $800,  the  city  can  save  $20,- 
000  or  $25,000  a  year  as  easily  as  not.  That  is  the 
reason  I  offer  this  order,  and  I  boDe  the  Council 
will  support  me  in  this  me.i-ure. 

Mr.  Fhna  of  Ward  7 — Some  members  of  ihe 
committee  anticipated  the  ooposiriou  of  the  ge.  - 
tleman  to  the  ordei  now  before  the  Council,  for 
the  reason  tbat  some  three  years  ago  l  frien  1  of 
bis,  whom  the  committee  considered  perfectly  re- 
sponsible for  any  contact,  was  refusen  this  priv- 
ilege ;  aad  ihatmau  is  Mr.  Proctor.  Three  years 
ago  this  matter  wa«  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Alderman,  wno'  then  constituted  the 
Board  of  Health,  vt  that  time  they  did  not  see 
fit  to  award  the  contract  to  Mr.  Proctor.  In  con- 
versation with  the  gentleman  some  lime  ago,  be 
said  he  didn't  get  the  contract,  he  baring  bid 
$10,000.  I  happeued  to  be  uresent  at  a  public 
hearing  given  to  Mr.  Proctor  by  the  committee 
ot  tbe  Board  of  \lderiuan,  and  they  voted 
unanimously  not  to  award  him  the  con- 
tract. Tliis  order  was  submitted  by  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health,  but  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  16  did  not  object  to  it  in  committee. 
Since  then  th-  u>a„ter  has  been  discussed  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  an  1  the  amendment  idopted 
there  covers  all  the  objections  made  by  the  g  n- 
tlpuian.  Alderman  Steobius  moved  to  amend"  the 
order  bv  inserting  "or  if  they  dee m  best  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  making  a  ,iy  other  disposi- 
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tion  or  said  offal"— which  embodies  all  tbar  is  con- 
tained in  the  substitute. 

Mr.  I  rain  of  Wan!  13—1  sympathize  with  the 
gentleman  who  offers  the  subxiimte,  because  I  bad 
occasion  io  look  into  this  matter  when  this  ques- 
tion was  raised  three  vears  ago,  in  regard  to  this 
Vlr.  Proctor.  1  kne..  the  city  bad  lei  nut  this  con- 
tact f or  a  very  meagre  sum  to  Messis.  Rowe  & 
Co.,  and  1  looked  into  it  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Proctor.  He  put  in  a  petition  on  whico.  theie  was 
a  public  hearing  by  the  Conotlittee  on  Health. 
who  reported  back  that  the  pmrty  *a>  deemed 
urespon-ibie,  and  the  contra  ;t  was  given  to  Rowe 
&  Co.  But  we  ought  to  look  our  for  the  future. 
It  is  a  plain  palprbl^  tact  that  if  the  offal  is 
worth  flO.000,  |20,000  or  #30,000  to  any  man, 
it  is  worth  that  to  the  city.  All  the  of- 
fal is  collected  bv  ib"  city  and  dumped 
into  the  yard,  and  tne  only  contingency  is  tbat  in 
the  summer  there  may  be  w  superfluous  quantity 
of  swill  that  onrst  be  carri-d  beyond  the  city 
limits  I'll  oob  id<  i  ;itioi.  i  eceived  by  the  city  is 
very  small,  compared  with  the  privilege  con- 
ferred. If  inn  Council  will  ass  an  order  i*  strui  t- 
i:igt!ie  Committee  on  Health  to  i  eport  what  dis- 
position tb  y  are  goi"g  to  make  of  it,  so  that  we 
may  know  before  the  thing  i«  settled,  we  should 
i,  I  ron't  know  out  the  order  as  amended  by 
the  Hoard  of  Aloerman  eoveis  the  ground;  but  I 
should  very  much  dislike,  for  the  committee  to 
h.i.v  authority  to  make  a  new  contract 
with  Mr.  Rowe  or  anyoo.ty  else  until  they  have 
considered  and  reported  o  the  expediency  of  jell- 
ing  it  by  'be  city.  It  is  wortb  while  for  toe  Coun- 
cil to  look  inio  the  matter,  and  it  theie  i<  any  way 
to  keep  it  in  abeyance  till  we  gei.  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Health,  1  should  like  to  have  it 
ooue.  Thai  there  is  a  ptotic  of  some  t-n,  fifteen 
or  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  this  offal  contract 
is  a  well  k  iowii  fact,  there  can  be  no  Oiis'ake 
about  that.  Mr.  Fornstall  can  give  von  the  num- 
ber of  ends  of  swill  dumped  in  tbat  yard  every 
day,  and  the  man  who  receives  it  can  cell  h  >w 
many  cords  are  sold.  It  is  very  easy  to  figure  it 
up.  There  is  no  theoiy  about  the  profit,  and  fif- 
teen or  twenty  tnousand  dollars  can  easily  be 
Saved  t  >  the  city. 

Mr.  Perkins— I  am  verv  glad  tbat  any  aotici- 
pa'ect  opposition  fiom  me,  by  the  gettlemau  from 
Ward  7  or  anybody  else,  has  been  instrument.  1  in 
amending  tbe*  original  order.  But  I  want  to  oro- 
bibit  tt  e  Committee  on  Health  finm  contracting 
with  any  one  for  the  ieino,al  nf  this  swill  until 
the  report  on  the  expediency  ot  sellice  it  comes 
to  this  Council.  The  yeiitl"ihan  from  Ward  7  says 
my  friend,  Mr  Proctor,  did  not  get  this  contract. 
Mr.  Procter  is  no  friend  of  mine.  I  never  saw 
him  till  I  year  ago,  wben  he  came  to  post  me  up 
in  swill  matters.  I  never  knew  him  till  after  I 
became  a  member,  of  the  City  Government,  and 
then  only  in  an  official  capacity. 

The  substitute  was  adooted  and  the  order  as 
amended  passed.    Sent  up. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COMMITTEES. 

A  report  came  down  nominating  William  H. 
LeeasClekot  Committees  i  place  of  James  M. 
Bugb^e,  resigned,  with  an  order  placing  the  sal- 
ary or  tt  e  office  at  $2750  pc.r  annum. 

MY.  Walsh  of  Ward  5—1  hope  that  order  will  i  ot 
pass  tonight.  We  are  endeavoring  to  economize 
and  reduce  expenses,  and  I  don't  see  any  reason 
why  we  should  give  Mi.  Butrbee  or  anv  other  offi- 
cer or  thi-  City  Government  a  present  when  we 
are  curtailing  tbe  oay  of  the  laboring  man  out- 
side. I  think  there  is  a  co;ruption  in  this  thing, 
sir,  for  tho'e  very  gen clemen  who  pieteLd  to  be 
so  anxious  to  reduce  tb  r  expenses  ot  the  city  stand 
up  and  offer  such  an  order  as  that.  It  is  a  sname 
to  bave  such  an  order  introriucsd.  I  mean  do  of- 
fence to  Mr.  Bugbee,  for  I  believe  him  to  be  an 
able  and  honest  man,  and  I  would  put  my  hand  in 
my  pocket  and  give  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty-five 
do  lai  •  to  make  him  a  handsome  present. 

The  Pieudent— The  gentleman  is  laboring  under 
a  misapprehension.  Th  Border  he  speaks  of  will 
come  up  later  in  the  evening.  This  order  is  sim- 
ply to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  Commit  teas. 

The  order  was  passed  io  a  second  reading. 

An  order  canii  down  to  continue  and  pay  Mr. 
Bugbee's  sa'ary  to  Jan.  1. 1876. 

Mr.  Willcutt  of  Ward  17  moved  its  indefinite 
postponement  for  reasons  contained  io.  the  fol- 
lowing: 

City  Hall,  Nov.  18, 1875. 

My  Dear  Sir— Until  I  st„w  it  stated  in  the  daily 
papers,  I  was  not  aware  that  your  committee  had 
recommended  the  passage  of  an  order  continuing 


my  salary  to  the  first  of  January  text.  While 
fullv  appreciating  tt,e  kind  motive  which  influ- 
enced the  committee  in  waking  that  recommenda- 
tion, I  do  not  feel  that  it  would  be  propel  foi  me 
to  take  advantage  o"  it;  and  I  respectt .  I ly  request 
that  yon  will  move  tb  indent  its  postponement  of 
the  orde1'.  I  am  most  tiuty  yours, 

James  M.  Bugbee. 
L.  L.  Willcutt,  Esq.,  Common  Council. 
The  o.  dd  was  indefinit-.ly  postponed. 
A  certificate  came  dow  a  of  rbe  election   of  Wil- 
liam H.  Lee  as  Cterb  of  Committees.    On   motion 
or  Mr.  Willcutt,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the 
Com  ci I  proceeded  to  ae   election.      Messrs.   Will- 
cutt of  Ward  17,  Stacey  of  Ward  20,  and  Lei  rhtou 
of  Ward  1  were  appointed  a  committee  to  collect 
arid  count  votes.    They  reported- 
Whole  number  of  votes 54 

Necessary  to  a  choice 28 

William  H  Lee  had 36 

E.  B.  Rankin IB 

George  H.  Campbell 1 

W.  O.  Robson 1 

Mr.  Lee  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 
UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ord  red,  That  the  city  assume  t^e  taxes  on 
land  recently  bought  ot  J.  H. BiHiugs  aim  oihers 
on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  West  Rox ■■my,  a  ■  a  site  for 
an  engine  house,  amounting  to  $13.70;  to  be 
charged  to  appropriation  for  New  Engii  e  Rouses. 
Pass-u  in  coiicurience. 

Orders  reported  bv  Committee  on  Diviion  of 
ihe  Wards  to  pay  Daniel  Coolidge  $167,  for  mak- 
ing plans  showing  uie  division  of  the  wards;  aid 
Joel  Munsell  ¥16.66,  for  printing  the  proposed 
wa.  d  boundaries;  said  sums  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Incidentals.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

THB  CITY    CHARTER. 

The  new  cry  charter  was  considered  under  tod 
bead  of  unfinished  business,  ihe  question  b^iag 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  (who  ac- 
cepted the  amendment  of  Mr.  H.wes  of  W  rd  11) 
to  specially  assign  it  for  tbe  consideration  of  the 
City  Com  cil  of  1876. 

Af  ter  a  b  iet  discussion  as  Co  tb"  origin  of  the 
amendment,  Mr.  Howes  desi-in  :  to  withdraw  it, 
and  Mr  Waumore  hop  ng  that  the  m  ain  question 
would  be  considered,  Mr.  Flynn  withdrew  th>.-  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Witmore  offerrd  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  the  passape  ot  an  act  for  a  new 
charter: 

Resolveo,  That  in  tne  opinion  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  by  statute  com- 
missions, or  boards,  to  exercise  tee  powers  now 
hebi  by  the  Ci'y  Council  or  either  branch  thereof. 

Ordei  eo ,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  bs  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  for  amendments 
to  the  charter  or  the  city  of  Bostorj,  as  follows : 

First — Tbat  the  term  of  office  of  tbe  Mayor, 
Al  term  en  aril  membeis  of  tbe  Comrnoo  Council 
be  fixed  at  two  years. 

Second — Tnat  tne  powers  conferred  upon  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  by  sections  33  and  41  of  tbe 
charter,  be  transferred  to  tbe  City  Council,  to  be 
exerci.ted  as  provided  by  section  35of  the  charter. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Coaimittee  on 
tbe  Revision  or  the  Charter  be  instructed  to  pre- 
pare, with  the  tssisranci  of  the  City  Solicitor,  a 
statement  of  the  chaoges  needen  in  tbe  State 
legislation  other  thi'  the  charter,  to  transfer  all 
other  power  held  exclusively  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen to  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitaore—  I  shall  be  very  brief  in  what  I 
have  io  say,  because  I  presume  that  ever  j  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  has  determined  which  way  he 
will  vote  i?  rbe  matter  is  brought  to  a  distinctive 
issue.  The  first  resolve  which  I  have  offered  is 
that  in  the  opinion  of  fhe  City  Council  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  establish  by  statute  any  commissions 
to  exercise  tbe  powers  now  h-ld  by  eithor  branch 
of  the  Ciry  Council.  1  wish  the  Council  to  observe 
the  phraseology— "to  establish  by  statute."  Ot 
cou'se,  theoietica'ly.  very  few  of  us  are  opoosed 
to  commissions.  We  are  ourselves  a  commission 
established  by  tbe  people  to  carry  on  their 
business  In  rhe  same  way  there  are  now 
boards,  or  delegated  agents,  which  exercise 
the  authority  we  intrust  to  them  from  year  to 
year.  The  reason  I  ocject  very  strongly  to  the 
main  feaiuie  of  the  charter  is  that  the  powers  are 
conferred  upon  the  commissions  by  statute.  In 
that  case  it  would  be  impossible  to  remedy  any 
inconvenience     that  might   aris; ,     because    we 
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should  have  to  go  to  the  Legislature  to  take 
away  that  powei.  I  fu  ily  believe  myself — though 
I  do  not  desire  any  gentleman  to  vote  for  thereso- 
lufion  and  afterwards  fiud  it  different  from  what 
he  expected  —  that  we  should  establish  these 
boards  or  any  other  agents  to  exercise  the  powers 
belonging  to  us.  We  have  the  case  of  the  Fire 
Commission,  established  by  ordinance  ana  cot  by 
statute.  I  thmk  that  case  expresses  as  clearly 
as  I  car  the  Gifferei.ce  between  the  plan 
I  advocate  and  the  man  features  of  the 
amended  charter.  So  far  as  it  is  necessary  to  es- 
tablish any  boards,  I  hope  it  will  be  done  by  ordi- 
nance and.  not  by  stviiute.  I  present  this  res  Ive 
tor  toe  poipose  of  having  it  voted  upon,  and  de- 
cideo  whether  the  Common  Council  are  iu  favor 
of  having  all  these  powers  taken  from  us 
forever  by  act  of  the  Legislature.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss  the  propiiety  ot  the  charges  made 
ia  the  original  drf>±t  of  the  cba  ter  by  the  commit- 
tee, because  the  subject  is  too  large  to  warrant 
any  thorough  debate,  at  this  time  of  the  yen-,  of 
the  priecipies  involved;  but  inasmuch  as  some  of 
the  friends  of  the  chartt-r  desire  the  issue  t«>  be 
brought  plainly  and  squarely  before  th-  Council, 
I  have  drawn  and  offered  that  resolve.  If  the  re- 
solve is  voted  down,  I  hope  the  Council 
will  vote  tor  the  substitute  I  have  drawn. 
1  think  no  ona  will  object  to  extend- 
ing the  terms  of  the  Mayer  and  Common 
Council — the  arguments  for  it  are  known  and 
tnte.  In  regard  to  the  secoad  order,  to  give  both 
branches,  by  concurrent  action,  the  poweis  now 
held  by  the  old  Board  ot  Alaermen  alone,  I  desire 
the  Council  to  reflect  upon  it  carefully,  bt-cause  it 
involves  great  changes.  The  greatest  objection- 
to  ihe  oresH.ut  charter  is  th  :t  the  Aldermen  alone 
control  certain  executive  branches,  and  the  Com- 
mon Council  have  nothiag  to  do  with  the  way  in 
which  the  business  in  those  department  is  con- 
ducteo.  If  the  Common  Council  have  the  power 
now  confined  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  think 
it  would  be  a  great  improvement  upon 
the  present  charter.  At  all  events  I  do 
not  think  it  is  well  to  take  sll  the  powers 
away  from  the  Common  Council  and  confer  them 
upon  commissions  created  by  statute  until  the 
experiment  has  been  trted  by  a  popular  govern- 
ment conducted  by  representatives  of  the  people 
elected  every  year  or  two  years.  The  change  in 
the  phraseology  is  very  slight,  but  the  alterations 
in  the  system  will  be  very  great.  I  am  willing  to 
leave  ihe  question  there — take  away  the  power 
now  exclusively  held  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  invest  it  io  both  branches.  When  that  is 
done  I  ihink  we  shall  have  gone  a  long  step 
towards  a  very  impoi  taut  change  ;}and  I  think  the 
public  will  be  very  well  satisfied  to  make  that 
change  this  year.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  Aldermen  have  done  a  very  magnani- 
mous thing  in  offering  to  surrender  all  their 
power.  I  think  we  have  not  had  a  Board  for 
many  years  who  have  so  readily  voted  away  their 
own  peculiar  privileges,  and  it  is  proper  that  this 
Council  should,  ou  its  part,  reject  that  plan  <>r 
present  some  other.  Therefore,  be-fore  voting 
down  the  changes  I  propose,  I  hope  the  Couucil 
will  reflect  upon  the  fact,  that  the  Aldermen  staud 
in  the  advantageous  positiou  before  the  public  of 
having  voluntarily  laid  dowj  their  powers;  and  if 
we  refuse  to  act  as  magnanimously,  it  will  furnish 
a  stiong  ai  gument  that  the  Common  Council  is  so 
large  a  body  that  it  is  incapable  of  debating  a 
question  and  unfit  toexeicise  anypowers.  Theie- 
fore  I  hope  we  shall  adopt  the  substitute,  and 
take  a  loDg  step  towards  the  necessary  changes. 

Mr,  Crocker  of  Ward  6  asked  if  the  resolution 
was  io  order  at  chat  time,  and  the  President  luled 
that  it  was. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  did  n't  understand  how 
the  resolves  were  before  the  Council,  and  the 
Presideut  ruled  that  they  had  been  offered  as 
amendments  to  the  order  passed  by  tie  B  <ard  of 
Aldermen. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  they  were  offered 
as  substitutes  for  the  order  passed  bv  toe  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  petitioa  for  a  chattel  substantial- 
ly in  accordance  with  the  one  in  0:.tv  Doc.  50. 

Mr.  Kimball  could  cot  ses  how  tue  resolve 
could  be  offeied  as  an  amendment  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5  said  nothing  could  be 
plainer  in  parliamentary  practice,  as  they  weie 
germane  to  the  subject.  It  caunot  be  discussed 
with  any  sort  of  common  sense. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  that  if  Mr.  Whitmore  bad  of- 
fered them  as  a  substitute,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  would  not  have  had  to  reflect  upon  his 
common  sense.  But  he  understood  they  were 
offered  as  an  amendment. 


Mr.  Shaw  disclaimed  any  intention  to  reflect 
upon  Mr.  Kimball's  common  sense.  The  grntle- 
man  from  Ward  4  stated  so  oistinctl.i  that  be 
offered  a  substitute  that  there  could  oe  no  mis- 
take. 

Mr.  ^Vditmore  cited  a  similar  case  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Crocker  called  for  the  ruling  ot  the  Chair 
on  the  question  whether  a  resolve  coula  be  offeied 
as  a  substitute. 

The  Pr-  sident — In  the  sense  it  is  offered  oy  the 
gentlema  .  fioin  Ward  4,  the  Chair  ±ules  that  it  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  Kowes  of  Ward  11 — The  .  rincipal  point 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  seeristoinake 
in  ihe  resolution  is  that  thepower  to  make  and  un- 
make the  com.Dissions  snail  bem  thr;City  Council. 
I  thi'.k  that  is  harnly  what  the  ue>' charter  in- 
tended to  do,  and  that  it  is  different  rrom  «hat 
the  friends  of  the  charter  desi  e  the  commis- 
sions should  have.  I  am  placed  in  the 
somewhat  difficult  position  of  havin-  made  a 
few  remarks  upon  this  subject  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, and  tino,  therefore,  tbar  the  head  of 
what  I  wish  to  say  has  been  summarily 
cut  off  fiom  the  body.  What  I  sain  at  the 
last  meeting  referred  to  the  advantage  of  having 
a  popular  goveinmenv,  as  now  exemplified  in  the 
New  England  -States,  and  that  is  th-  form  of 
government  which,  I  thin»,  should  oe  changed 
as  little  as  possible,  it  we  can  avoid  it. 
It  seems  to  me,  Mi.  President,  that  this  Council  is 
divided  into  t  -  o  sides — oie  of  which  p'aces  all  of 
its  dependence  iu  the  virtue-  of  a  government 
composed  ot  paid  and  trained  commissioners, 
while  the  other  looks  upon  all  boards  aod  « om- 
missions  ia  the  light  of  unmitigated  evils.  Now, 
sir,  theie  are  certain  elements  ot  truth  ij  both 
positions;  though  both  al-.o  contain  a  relative 
ans'ouor  of  misconception.  No  one,  on  geueral 
principles,  dieads  more  than  I  do  tae  forma- 
tion io  this  citv  of  a  system  of  bureaucracy, 
bv  wbicn  the  art  of  'administeimg  the  ex- 
ecutive departments  of  the  government  shall 
be  vested  in  the  hands  of  a  few  in-u. 
In  other  words,  anything  shich  shall  reduce  our 
people  to  the  level  of  the  French,  who  have  , 
forced  a  republic,  but  ars  obliged  to  keep  the 
imperialistic  plotters  against  the  republic  iu 
power,  because  they  can  find  uo  one  else  who  uu- 
derstai  ds  how  to  manage  public  affaus,  Sir,  trie 
safety  of  our  courtly  depends  on  the  widespread 
knowledge  our  people  have  or  the  theories,  forms 
and  modes  of  govern  nent.  On  this  point  Be 
Tocqueville  says,  >u  his  w°ll-koo«n  work,  "De- 
mocracy iti  America,"  "The  difficulties  waicb  at- 
tend the  consolidation  of  municipal  independence 
rather  augment  lhau  diminish  with  the  increas- 
ing enlightepmeot  ot  the  people.  A  highly  civil- 
ized comtnuoity  spurns  the  attempts  ot  a  local 
independence,  is  disgusted  at  its  numerous 
blunders,  aud  is  apt  to  despair  of  success 
before  the  exp-ritneui  is  tully  tned.  *  *  * 
Nevertheless,  local  assemblies  ot  citizens  con-ti- 
tute  the  strength  of  free  nations.  Municipal  in- 
stitutions ate  to  liberty  what  primary  schools  ars 
to  science;  they  bring  it  within  the  people's  reach ; 
th^y  teach  men  bow  to  use  and  how  to  enjoy  it. 
A  nation  may  establish  a  sy  re  on  of  free  govern- 
ment, but  without  the  spirit  of  municipal  institu- 
tions it  cauoot  have  tne  spiiit  of  liberty." 
I  have  said  this  <uucd,  Mr.  President,  to  prove 
that  I  have  not  beeu  unmindful  of  the  fast  that 
there  are  two  sides  rothis  question.  I  tbiuk  wIi«-d 
I  state,  that  by  a  system  of  commissions  you 
from  the  people  a  means  o^  education 
in  pnblic  affairs,  ano  au  immediate  con- 
trol of  public  adinini-tratioa :  I  thiuk.  sir, 
wheu  I  say  this,  that  I  hive  made  the 
strongest  statement  than  cau  be  made  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  proposed  charter.  I  have  said  uorh- 
iug  about  the  relative  expense  and  .  fficie»cy,  be- 
cause pleas  based  on  these  argumeuts  are  idle  a  d 
abortive.  A  trained  man  will  do  work  batter, 
cheaper  and  quicker  than  a  man  without  training, 
f  r  em  prize  fighting  upwai  ds.  It  is  useless  to  deny 
tois.  Aud  more  thau  this,  trained  men  can  be 
hired;  but  you  can  newer  be  certain  ihatthej  wi'l 
be  eleeteu.  J<o,  sir;  the  argument  which  has  any 
weight  against  the  piincipie  of  government  by 
commission  is  that  it  removes  power  from  tbe 
hands  of  the  people;  and  it  is  on  this  issue  end 
this  only  that  it  must  stand  for  sue  e-s  or  failure, 
lean  honestly  say  that  I  wish  t  did  not  thmk  it 
necessary  to  mat--  the  changes  proposed  oy  this 
charter.  Personally,  I  wish  that  Boston  had  nov 
but  one  quarter  of  her  present  number  of  inhabi- 
tants. I  do  no,-  believe  in  large  cilies.  They  offer 
it  is  true,   certain   advantages   iu    business,  com 
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forts    nd  luxuries,  but  these  are  more  than  coun- 
terbalanced bv  an  indiscriminate  suffrage;  by  loss 
of  individuality,  so  that  voter  and   candidate  are 
almost  always  strangers  to  eacb   other:  byireffi- 
oiency  in  pjblic  service  and  by  ttie  facility  thus 
brought  about  foi    the   fomufioo   of   tnat  curse 
of    American     politics,   political  lings.    But  un- 
fortunately,     Boston    has     350,000      inhabitants, 
and       we     must     lake     the     city     as     it     is. 
It  must  b»  evident  to  every  one  that  a  city  ot  this 
size   cannot   be    governed    on    pine    democratic 
Drincipies.    The  simp'e  fact  that  we  have  a  city 
instead  of  a  to  ~n  government  proves  that.     The 
heads  ot  departments  vho  have  tlie   management 
ol  municipal  affairs  are  not  chose o,  a.,  the.v  would 
be  in  an  unalloyed  democracy,  by  ttie  ptople;  but 
they  are  elected  by  the  Council,  and  are  responsi- 
ble for  their  good  behavior  to  the  Council, and  not 
to  1  he  people.    And  the  larger  the  city  grows  in 
number  of  inhabita  ts  and  diversity  of  interests, 
the  more  it  is  found  necessary  to  remove  the  im- 
mediate control  and  direction  of   public  affairs 
from  the  hands  of  the  people.    Tne  annexation  of 
the  outlying  territo  y   to  this   city,  which — with 
all  due   respect  to  the  gentlemen   represent!  g 
those  localities—!  have   never  ceased  to  regret, 
hat;  rorced    the   necessity  for   this   change  ui  on 
Boston  before  hei  people  were  web  aware  of  their 
situation.    We  are  raking  potfer  from  the  hands 
of  the  citizens:  we  are  deprivng  them  ot  an  inval- 
uable political   education— though   this    depriva- 
tion   has   alteady    ben     partly   committed— and 
though  I  deplore  the  lact,  1  do  not   see  how  we 
can  avoid  it.    There  aie,   Mr.    President,  certain 
emergencies  which  aiise  in  republics  which  com- 
pel a  lawful    violation  of   their  rudimentary  pre- 
cepts.   TaKe  the  army  of  the  Unired  States;   it  is 
as  autocratic  in  the  discipline   maintaieeo    and 
lav/s  ent'o.ecd  as  it   would  be  if  i>  were  under  the 
control     of     the    czar     of    Russia    or   the    em- 
peror    of     Germany.        But      geoll  men      will 
say     it     is     necessary      here.       Why?        Why 
is    it     not  possible  to   allow   to   each    member 
ol  an  army,  offii  ei  aid    private,  some  voice  in  its 
geneal   management?    A  free  discussion  as  to 
tlie  best  mod»  of  coaouctmg  a  campaign,  in  the 
event  of  a  war,  would  be  ot  immense  educational 
service  to  the  rank  and  tile.  AVhy,  sir,  in  this  free, 
democratic  republic   has  oot  this  method   been 
adopted?    It  would   cleaily  be  in  harmony  with 
what  aie  conceived   to  be  our  institutions,    is  not 
the   reason  why  this   ha*   not  been    done  simplv 
this:  that  loss  by  defeat  is  so  unspeakably  terri- 
ble that  everytbiog  else  is  of  small  consideration 
when    compared    with    that  which    mat    avert 
it?      Popular     education,     universal     suffrage, 
the     rights     of     man  —  •  vervthing,    in     shorr, 
which    interferes    with     the     prime     rtquisites 
ecouomy,  celerity  and  efficiency  are  'hiowu  one 
side.    That,  Mr.  President,  is  the  heait  of  this 
whole  question.    We  have  arrived  in  the  growth 
of  our  city  to  a  point   where  waste,  uncertainty 
and  delay  in  the  adnyioimstratioo  assume  such 
gigantic  proportions  in    what  is  done,  and  still 
more  in  what  may  be  done,  that  the  call  f  or  that 
economy,  celerity  and  efficiency  which  can  oi  lv 
be  found  m  trained  and  selected  men,  drowns  out 
of  existence  all  other  considerations.    We  might 
as   well   hope   to   govern    Boston— as  it  will   be 
twenty-five  yeais  he  ce-  in  an  oidetly  man*  er  by 
holding  annual  town  meetings  ou  the'Common,as 
by  this  piesent  loose  system  of  standing  com- 
mittees,     foe    people     have     bee>     robbed   of 
their      birthright      lor      the      aggrandizement 
of  the  City  Oouucil,  and  it  is  no  more   than  right 
that  we  should  sum  n-.er  our  plunder  into   abler 
and  letter  bands.    We  have  no  light  to  hold  this 
power,  which  is   primarily  aoa   lndtteasibly  the 
property  of  the  ptople,  except  on  the  ground  that 
as  their   representatives  we   can  use  it  to    better 
advantage  than  tueycan;    but  we  arc  fast  f or- 
feiiintr  our  claim  under  this  proviso. 

To  state  my  meaning  in  a  sentence,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  am  inclined  to  chink  that  when  a  city  has 
frown  to  the  size  of  300,000  inhabitants,  it  wonld 
e  well  for  these  to  take  as  a  maxim  ia  their  muni- 
cipal affairs  the  familiar  lines  of  the  poet   Pope — 

"For  forms  of  government  let  fools  contest, 
That  which  is  best  administered  is  best." 

For,  sir,  where,  ;s  in  a  city  like  our 
own,  the  only  form  of  tyranny  that  can  exist  is 
heavy  taxation  aod  inefficiency",  that  government 
which  best  relieves  the  people  from  these  burdens, 
no  natter  under  what  name  it  may  be  directed,  is 
the  best  government.  I  therefore  trust  that  tnis 
proposed  charter,  which  seems  to  piomice  us  so 
thorough  a  relief  from  our  troubles,  will  pass  in 


much  theshaue  that  it  comes  up  to  us  from  the 
other  branch. 

Mr.  Kimball  desired  time  to  examine  the  sub- 
stitute of  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  ou  his  motion 
further  conside  ation  of  the  subject  was  special- 
ly assigned  to  8  P.  M.  Tuesday.  Subsequently 
that  vote  was  reconsidered,  the  assignment  made 
for  4%  P.  M.  on  Tuesday  next. 

PETITION'     PRESENTED. 

Bv  Mr.  Sweetserot  Ward  10— t'etit  on  of  Lecher- 
bee  Brotbeis  for  the  rernissicu  or  tax.  Referred 
to  Joint  Committee  on  the  Assessors  Department. 
Sent  up. 

WIDENING  OF  SOUTH  STREET. 

Mr.  Flyni  of  Ward  7  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Standi  g  Committee  on  Streets  i ecom- 
menni3i  thit  the  City  Council  concur  ir.  the  re- 
solve and  ordPi  of  the  Stteec  Commissioners  for 
the  widening  of  South  street  a*  the  coiner  of 
Summer  street,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $40,- 
'212;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  approoria- 
ion  lor  Widening  Streets. 

Also  a  niiuoriiy  report  dissenting  from  cbeini- 
jority  and  recommending  non-concurrence,  sign- 
ed by  Aldermen  Worthingtou  and  Harris  and 
Council maa  Page. 

Mr.  train,  ot  Ward  13  moved  that  the  report  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 

Mr.  Flynu  of  Warn  7 — I  hone  n  >  sucti  disposi- 
tion of  the  ordei  will  be  made,  as  ihe  money  is  to 
be  taken  from  the  appropnation  for  Widening 
Streets,  and  it  is  not  required  to  go  to  i he  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  ii  is  a  matte-  which  1  hope 
will  be  settle  J  immediately,  because  the  parties 
desire  to  ouild  on  the  land,  and  the  city  has  de- 
layed them  by  giving  notice  tnat  the  widening  of 
the  street  is  iutended.  The  order  come-'  from  the 
Street  Commissioners.  Chev  have  already  com- 
menced to  widen  South  street  to  a  width  of  sixty 
feet,  and  it  is  proposed  to  widen  it  at  tins  point. 

Mr.  Tram  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Watd  10  desired  to  hear  the 
reasons  of  tue  minority,  and  on  his  motion  the 
report  a  .id  oder  were  laid  o..  the  table. 

TRUANT   SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7,  toe 
Council  took  from  the  table  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority reports  (Citv  Doc. No.  113)  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions,  with  ordeis  tor  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  truant,  school  on  the  site  of  the  Mar- 
c^Ha-street  Hospital  and  for  the  purchase  oE  a 
site  for  a  smallpox  hospital. 

Mr. Thachei  of  Ward  15— It  may  be  rather  an 
unusual  thiun  tor  a  member  ot  the  majo  -ity  of  a 
committee  to  favor  the  pa  sage  of  a  minority  or- 
der; but  since' thit  mattsr  has  been  before  this 
Council  some  doubt  has  arisen  as  to  wnetber  the 
Board  of  Health  have  the  authority  to  spend  for- 
tius uurpose  $25,000  which,  by  the  Audicot's  re- 
port," remains  of  the  special  appropriation  for 
them,  fberefoie  I  ask  that  the  ordei  presented 
by  the  minority  repoit  may  be  passed. 

Mr.  Kimbail  of  Ward  6 — I  oo  not  undetstand 
whether  the  srentleuia'  speaks  for  rha  commiltee 
or  for  himself  iodiviouaHv. 

Mr.  f  hacber  of  Ward  15—1  would  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  6  that  in  advocating  both  or- 
ders 1  soeak  personally,  as  I  understand  from 
making  some  inquiries  -  Dout  it  that  there  is  some 
douot  as  to  whetner  the  Joinc  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Health  have  i  right  to  use  the  money  re- 
maining unexpended  of  their  special  appropria- 
tion, without  a  vote  of  cbe  City  Council.  For  that 
reason  personally  I  would  asu  that  the  order  in 
the  minority  repo~t  be  passed  with  the  order  of 
the  majority. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  16— If  I  understand  this 
motion  as  ic  stands  at  pre-eut,  th^  building  on 
Marcella  street  is  now  held  by  the  Board  of 
Health  entirely  independent  of  this  body  or  any 
branch  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  a  smallpox  hospi- 
tal. Now  I  shoulo  like  to  ask  some  of  my  legal 
frienos  of  the  Council  how  the  Committee  ou 
Public  Buildings  can  take  po  session  of  that  prop- 
erty and  change  it  into  a  school  for  truants,  so 
lOQg  as  'he  commission  on  health  have  possession 
of  it  as  a  smallpox  hospital.  1  only  ask  for  inl pr- 
onation. 

Mr.  lhacher  of  Ward  15—1  will  state  in  reply 
that  under  che  existing  circumstances  theiv  has 
ben  nn  case  of  smallpox  there.  If  this  order  of 
the  majority  is  passed,  and  tte  committee  are  au- 
thorized to  take  possession  of  it,  it  will  be  sent 
to  th-i  Board  ot  Health.  It  is  not  supposed  that 
the  City  Council,  by  passing  this  vote,  will  ex- 
pect the  Board  of  Health  to  move  out  in  a  day  or 
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a  night.  In  esse  tbe  smallpox  should  appear  here 
trie  Board  of  Health  have  the  ught  to  es- 
tablish s  smallpox  hospital  anywhere.  Tbey 
can  establish  it  in  the  house  wne.-e  tbey 
find  the  patient.  By  passing  this  order  we  do  not 
put  them  out  of  doors  byanymea^s.  There  are 
other  places  thsy  ca^  have.  I  understand,  that 
there  are  one  or  two  places  1hat  can  now  he  pro- 
cured; if  tbe  Boaid  of  Health  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health  are  willing  tc  accept  them.  :  hat  is 
one  reason  whv  I  pe'sonally  as*  that  that  order 
may  be  passed.  If  we  pass  the  order  to  iake  'tie 
Marcella-street  Hospital,  then  it  will  he  nee-  ssary 
for  the  uommittee  on  Ileal ih  to  purchase  some 
place  for  i  he  Boar  d  of  Health. 

Mr.  JPeikios  of  Ward  16— ibe  matier  of  the  pur- 
chase of  a  smallpox  hospital  nas  been  before  the 
Cowmitteu  oir  Health,  of  which  I  auamemte, 
for  the  past  two  years.  It  has  been  a  vexatious 
question  icdeec,  and  one  which  we  have  not  been 
able  co  olve.  The  Heal'h  CortoiisSiOn  abso- 
lutely refuse  to  accept  Gallop's  Island  as 
a  smallpox  bosoital,  or  to  seod  a  single 
patieot  there.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  oropei  way  to  settle  this  woula  be —  ■ 
before  we.  deprive  the  Commission  on  Health  of  a 
smallpox  hospital  at  ths  very  time  of  yea-  .-hen, 
if  this  disease  is  to  b.-  epidemical,  it  is  likely  to 
appear—  a  e  should  pas  tbe  minority  order,  and  let 
tbe  Committee  on  Health  am  the  Health  Com- 
mission make  one  more  effort  to  see  it  to  y  can- 
not agree  nnon  some  place  lor  th°  establishment 
of  a  smallpox  ho  pital  b-  fore  we  pass  tbe  other 
order  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  take  possession  of  that  estate. 
It  would  not  be  riss,  it  seems  to  me, 
for  the  city  to  deprive  the  Health  commission  of 
a  suitable  place  for  ti  e  seudi  g  of  smallpi  x  pa- 
tients until  we  have  provided  cnem  with  another. 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  be  cotrected  if  I  am  not 
right,  but  that  seems  to  be  my  impression. 

Mr.  Tbacher  of  Ward  15-  I  will  state  te.at  in  the 
annual  leports  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  two 
years  they  have  lecorum  uded  that  tbe  Council 
snould  take  from  them  the  Marcella-street 
Hospital.  Now,  if  we  pass  this  order  appended 
to  the  minority  je.jort  we  le^A'e  the  matter  ju^t 
where  it  has  beeu  the  last  two  years,  and  when 
they  make  their  third  report  they  will  again  rec- 
ommend thai  the  City  Council  tase  it  from  them., 
as  being  an  expensive  place  and  laiger  than  they 
Deed.  From  «Uat  I  can  find  out,  it  is  a  common 
feeling  ia  the  Common  Com  oil  and  among  citi- 
zens I  have  talked  with,  that  the  truant  boys  should 
be  takeu  from  Deer  Island.  Ihei*  is  a  place  out 
there,  with  good  buildings,  a  most  UeaUby  lo- 
cality, where  tbey  can  be  placed.  All  that 
remains  is  for  tho  Board  of  Health"  to  move  out, 
get  another  place,  not  so  expensive,  **here  thsy 
can  be  equally  as  well  accommodated  as  they  are 
there.  It  coul'i  be  done  at  very  little  expense. 
But  by  passing  one  order  and  rejecting  the  other 
the  matter  remains  just  where  it  ha;  been  for  the 
last  two  years,  and  the  Board  of  Health  will 
come  in  for  the  third  time  and  as'i.  to  be  re- 
lieved of  that  hospital. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald,  of  Ward  7— It  seems  to 
me  that  the  difficulty  which  tbe  gen- 
tlernaa  from  Ward  16  thiuks  exists  c;n 
be  very  easily  met  bv  passing  botu  of  these 
orders.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  seems  to 
think  that  if  ths  Marcella-street;  Hospial  is  taken 
for  the  benefit  of  these  truant  boys  before  a  suit- 
able place  could  be  provided  for  smallpox  patients 
an  epidemic  might  arise  wnich  would  create  a 
great  deal  of  inconvenience  m  the  city  because 
tbere  would  be  no  accommodation  for  patients  ex- 
cept on  Ualloupe's  Island,  while  nobody  he  re  would 
think  of  accommodating  those  who  would  be  s  -ized 
with  nucb  a  disease  as  tbe  smallpox  is.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  gemleniau  overlooks  altogether 
the  fact  that  right  at  our  doors  is  an  epidemic 
worse  than  the  smallpox.  Here  aie  187  patients 
waiting  for  something  to  be  done  for  them. 
They  are  *;he  waids  of  this  city.  They  have 
been  taken  from  their  home:  and  from  their 
friends  by  the  city  of  Boston  and  placed  side  by 
side  with  young  thieves  end  young  pickpockets. 
They  have  commuted  no  crime  except  that 
they  have  played  truant,  and  for  that,  or  be» 
cause  they  have  no  parents  to  look  after  them, 
they  are  placed  side  by  side  with  these 
criminals.  That  is  a  vims  which  is  eating 
up  their  morals,  taking  a  way  their  manhood  and 
every  feeling  of  self-respect.  Their  removal  is  a 
necessity  that  requires  immediate  action.  Tus 
smallpox  contagion  is  uot  to  be  compared  with 


tbi.ievil, which  exists  axongthesehovsa^d  girls.  I 
say  it  is  a  criminal  matter  ind  shoiiln  uot  be  al- 
lowed to  exi^t  any  lOnj^r  than  we  can  possibly 
help.  We  bave  no »  an  opportunity.  The  Board 
of  Health  have  asked  that  this  esta  te  may  be  taken 
from  them,  and  it  affords  a  place  where  these 
chif.ien,  if  they  grow  up  to  manhood.  Trill  rot 
necessarily  be  classed  with  criminals.  It  may 
perhaps  be  -aid  of  them  that  they  were  a  little 
wilo  and  played  truai  t  at  school,  bu'  tbey  will  not 
.receive  such  a  bad  chaiacter  as  if  rhey  were  seot 
to  Deer  Island.  I  say  this  necessity  is  immediate 
and  vital.  Th-:  other  is  i  emote.  We  can  take 
care  of  it  when  it  com  es.  If  we  can  pass  one  order 
we  can  pas  the  other.  We  can  pass  'me  order  and 
give  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Building?  authority 
to  take  possesion  of  tbe  cosrjital.ana  we  can  oass 
the  other  givii  g  authority  to  rhe  Joint  standing 
Committee  ou  He alrh,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Council,  to  make  provision  at  an  expense  nor  to 
exce=d  §25,000,  to  meet  all  the  reeessities  that 
might  arise  from  an  epidemic  that  may  come  up- 
on toe  city,  but  is  not  immediate  now.  There  are 
now  no  smalli  ox  patients  in  the  city.  Thisulace 
is  exactly  suited  foi  rhese  children.  It  is 
away  out  in  the  eount:y;  it  contajns 
eleven  acre3,  and  at  an  expense  of  $10,000 
can  befitted  up  to  accommodate  all  the  truants 
that  the  citv  Tnay  have  to  care  for  in  many  ye^rs 
to  c  itn-.  I  sav  if  ?-e  let  this  opportunity  pass  we 
will  be  wo.se  taan  crimiral,  b  cause  these  boys 
ano  skirls  are  ;  ards  of  the  city.  »v"e  take  ths.ni 
away  in  the  hope  of  instilling  morality  and  educa- 
tion into  then' ,  and  tb>-  moral  education  we  give 
ths m  tonay  is  to  throw  t: -m  amog  thieves  and 
oickpockets. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Wa-d  16— I  am  sony  that  toe 
gentleman  Lbouid  think  that  I  have,  any  ooje  tiou 
to  carrvmg out  the  details  ot  tbisplan.  I  make 
nouppoition  to  tie  plan  whatever  lonlysuid 
wnttloid  for  the  purpose  of  orawiug  out  the 
facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Peaboay  ot  W7ard  9—1  would  like  to  suggest 
a  slight  amendment  to  one  of  the  orseis.  If  both 
are  passed  as  suggested,  it  seems  to  me*  that  we 
are  liable  to  have  a  ueiiod  of  tuns  couiiucruponus 
when  if  the  smallpox  epidemic  sho  ..Id  break  o  t 
we'bouldbe  m  a  very  embarrassing  position. 
No  one  can  sav  that  it  may  not  bre  k  out  at  ruij 
moment.  It  seems  to  m?"  that  we  should  keep 
ourselves  prepared  for  any  emergency.  I  thin* 
the  desireo  course  would  be  to  pa«s  an  order  au- 
thorizing tr.e  Committee  on  Health  to  purchase  a 
u  \v  place  foi  a  smallpox  hospital  precisely  as  the 
second  order  reads.  Theu,  iustead  of  pas-i<  g  the 
first  order  ac  printed,  te  would  invert  10  the  sec- 
onu  line,  after  tbe  word  "authoriz *,"  the  words 
"as  sood  as  another  smallpox  hospital  is  pro- 
vided."   I  offer  that  as  an  auiei.tliiie.  c. 

Mr.  Power  of  Waid  22—1  would  say  to  the  Coun- 
cil that  the  city  of  Boston  row  owns  a  hospital  in 
Chatlestow.1  on  a  site  ot  laud  that  was  purchased 
by  tbe  city  of  Charleston  n  ;nd  fitted  up  tor  that 
purpose.  If  an  epidemic  should  arise  he- 
fore  a  new  hospital  could  be  provided,  it 
could  be  so  arranged  in  a  very  suort  time 
as  to  accommodate  fiom  twelve  to  fif- 
teen patients.  We  had  about  that  num- 
ber nt  ■  patients  in,  it  1  thins,  at  one  time, 
and  in  a  very  shoi  t  time  tbev  tecoveied.  Theie 
we^e  ouly  one  or  two  that  nied  while  the  hospital 
was  in  use.  I  think  that  building,  now  owned  by 
this  citv.  could  be  arranged,  iu  case  of  an  emer- 
orency,  to  meet  the  demand. 

Mr'.  Thacuer  of  W  aid  15— So  much  has  beeu  said 
about  the  smallpox  epidemic  that  I  would  like  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  usually  recurs 
in  perio  s  of  from  ten  to  tweive  vears.  We 
are  not  likely  to  have  au  epidemic  in  this 
city  for  that  length  of  time,  if  we  have 
it  at  the  end  of  that  time.  There  were 
six  cases  treatea  at  this  hospital  last  year. 
Three  ot  tbem  came  from  outside  tbe  city  limits, 
because  we  had  socu.  a  good  place  to  take  care  of 
them.  But  if  we  are  going  to  keep  this  hospital 
building  to  accommodate  parties  from  New  York, 
Cincinnati  ind  Philadelphia,  who  come  here  to  be 
treated,  and  keep  thess  boys  down  at  Deer  Island, 
it  will  not  do  very  well.  I  understand  that 
three  of  these  paities  came  to  Boston  to  be 
treated  becau-e  the  city  was  so  well  pro- 
vided with  meaus  to  take  care  of  them,  and 
some  of  them  came  when  it  was  really  dan- 
gerous for  them  to  ride  in  the  steam  cars, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  being  carried  out 
to  this  smallpox  hospital.  As  good  fortune 
would    have  it,  they  were  able  to  pay  their  biils 
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when  fieygot  through;  hut  we  may  be  unforcu- 
Date  enough  to  get  some  tbat  will  not  be  able  ro 
pay. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  ot  Ward  7— My  objection  to  the 
amendment  of  rbe  gentleman  from  ward  9  is  tbat 
tbe  occupation  of  lliia  buildiig  bv  truants  will 
depend  uoon  rbe  time  wbicb  the  Committee  on 
Healtb  take  to  procuie  thit  nthe>  Und.  They  may 
not  to  it  at  all ;  and  as  a  consequence  the  children 
would  uot  be  moved  from  Deer  Island.  I  can  see 
no  objection  to  passing  b 'tb  these  orders  as 
tbey  now  aie.  A  smallpox  hospital  can  be 
bought  if  the  Committee  on  Health  do  tbei  duty, 
or -one  suitable  place  can  be  provided  to  meet 
any  case  that  is  likely  to  occur  within  six  or  ten 
months.  But  that  necessity  is  remote,  while  the 
oop  which  I  s,bC»K  of  is  immediat'.  It  is  wor-e 
than  tbe  smallpox,  and  Fll  tbat  i*  needed  is  to 
take  the  children  away  f  oni  thp  contagion  of  the 
bad  you'  sisters  no*  around  them.  We  owe  it  as  a 
duty  to  thern.  .Nothing  lias  occu  red  to  require 
theu-eofthe  hospital  for  six  mont'is  past,  ana 
norhiog  is  likelv  to  occur  for  three  month*  lo 
com-.  If  the  Board  of  HeaMi  are  active,  as  I 
believe  thrv  are,  thev  can  easily,  in  the  next 
month  or  six  weeks,  if  thi-  order  is  ppused,  do 
something  to  meet  anything  that  is  likelv  to 
occur.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
f  iom  Ward  9  will  uot  pans,  but  that  the  oid  =  is  will 
pass  as  /eported. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Wards— I  can  see  no  possible  rea- 
son whv  the  amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
War  i  9  should  be  adopted.  It  ce-tainly  means 
delay  and  nothinsr  el*e.  In  ths  fi'St  place,  tbe 
Board  of  Health  are  supoosed  to  understand  this 
matierof  smallpox  and  to  understand  the  liability 
to  danger.  That  board  has  recommen  led  this 
measure.  The  other  bo«rd,  the  Board  ot  Direct- 
ors of  Pub'ic  Institutions,  have  verv  strongly 
recommended  the  adop.ion  of  this  place  as  a 
Dome  for  truants.  I  thins  the  gentle  nan  from 
Wa-'i  7  has  stated  the  subject  a.-,  well  as  it  can  be 
stated.  Both  parties  acree,  and  there  seems 
to  be  no  objection  to  it  at  all.  Why  should 
there  b°  any  debate  upon  it?  Any  ameudment 
would  but  came  delay,  ?nd  delays  are  nauger- 
ous.  The  arentleman  has  w-ll  Paid  that 
there  is  an  epidemic  at  Deer  Island  wor^e 
than  the  smallpox.  The  truants  ought  to  be 
immediately  separated  from  cri  ninals.  It  has 
been  a  crving  evil  for  years,  and  1  ho'  e  tbe  mat- 
ter will  be  settled  this  evening  by  tbe  adoption  of 
these  orders.  Their  should  be  no  more  delay. 
Certainly  tbe  necessities  of  the  case  require  iin- 
mediaie  action. 

Tbe  question  then  came  upon  the  adoption  ot 
Mr.  Peabody's  amendment,  aod  it  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  fbacherof  Ward  15  the  rule 
was  suspended,  aod  the  orde  s  were  passerT 
by  a  vote  of  51  in  the  affirmative  and 
none  in  the  negative.  Motions  to  reconsider 
subsequently  offered  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  were  lost. 

Sent  up. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN   EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1  offered  rhe  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  si  ecial  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  members  of  the  Common  Council 
and  two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  be 
appointed  to  confet  with  the  Eastern,  Boston  & 
Albany  ard  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  cor- 
porations and  ascertain  the  terms  upon  which 
thev  are  wiling  to  cooperate  with  the  city  ot  Bos- 
ton in  changing  ti  e  location  of  their  tracks,  as 
provided  in  chapter  214  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1875;  and  also  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  any 
additional  legislation  is  necessaiy  in  order  to  se- 
cure tha  relocation  ot  said  railroad  tracks. 

Mr.  Dav  of  Ward  I— I  lesire  to  say  in  explana- 
tion of  the  older  just  read,  that  these  railroads, 
particularly  the  Eastern  and  Boston  &  Albanv, 
rutniog  nearly  the  entire  lei  gth  cf  East  Boston, 
crosi  at  grade  several  important  thoroughfares. 
As  these  crossings  are  extreme iv  dang'  rous,  it 
was  deem-d  advisable  by  tbe  last  City  Govern- 
ment to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an  act  pro- 
vidirgtor  a  cna^ge  in  their  location,  whereby 
they  could  be  relocated  on  tbe  outer  edge  of  the 
island.  The  Legislature  passed  an  act  giv- 
ing the  railroaos  authority  on  the  request 
of  the  Mayor,  duly  authorized  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  relocate  their  tracks  in  East  Boston. 
As  it  is  desirable  tbat  some  action  be  taken  in  the 
matter,  it  seems  proper  that  a  committee  should 
beaopointen  to  confer  with  the  directors  ot  rhe 
various  roads,  and  ascertain  their  intentions. 

The   order    was   adopted    and    Messrs.  Day  of 


Ward    1,   Newton   of   Ward   14,   and  L&ppen    of 
Ward  12  were  appointed.    Sent  up. 

TRANSPORTATION    OF  VOTERS    IN    NEW  WARD    22 

Mr.  Clarke  of  Ward  15  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Ths.t  tne  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
instructed  o  furnish  transp  irtation  to  and  from 
the  wardroom  in  Ward  22  t  >  such  of  the  legal 
votes  living  in  that  portion  of  said  ward  lying 
east  of  the  town  of  Brooklme  as  may  apply  for 
tbe  same  on  the  day  ol  tbe  next  municipal-  elec- 
tion, the  expense,  not  exceeding  $200,  to  be  charg- 
ed to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Oo  motio  .  or  Mr.  Taacher  of  Ward  15  the  order 
was  indefinitelv  postponed  by  a  vote  or  21  to  19. 
Subsequently,  on  motion  of  the  ame  gentleman, 
this  vote  was  leco  side  ed  and  ihe  order  was 
laid  upon  l lie  table. 

ADJOURNMENT   TOR  THANKSGIVING. 

Mr.  Fiyno  of  Ward  7—1  move  that  -  hen  the 
Council  ojourn  ii  be  to  meet  in  tnis  place  next 
Wednesdav  evening  at  the  usual  hour. 

Mr.  Sampson  or  Waul  10— I  move  to  amend  by 
making  the  time  next  Tuesdav  evening 

Mr.  F  jnnof  Ward  7—1  understand  the  School 
Committee  have  adjourned  to  Tucday  evening. 

Mi.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— We  have  the  prior 
light,  1  suppose,  to  the  use  of  the  room, 

Mr.  Klynn  of   War  1  7-1  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Fitzge  alo  of  Ward  7—1  would  sav,  Mr. 
President,  rbat  the  members  ot  the  School  Board 
have  leceived  iheir  notices  that  the  meeting  of  the 
School  Board  will  be  held  on  next  Tuesiav  even- 
ing. Of  couise  this  Council  is  supreme,  and  it 
can  certainly  turn  out  the  School  Board  if  it  warts 
to.    I  do  not  think  it  would  do  tbat 

Mr.  l'arker  of  Ward  8—1  would  ask  if  the  gen- 
tleman knows  wh  rber  ther-  will  be  a  quorum  of 
the  board  present? 

Mr.  Kingsbury  of  Ward  15—1  would  move  as  an 
amendment  that  the  Council  adjourn  to  meet  at 
four  o'clock  Tuesoay  af term. on. 

The  qusstion  was  taken  uoon  M>\  Flvon's  mo- 
tion as  amended  for  fuesdav  evening  at  7y2  P.  M., 
and  it  prevailed. 

Subsequently  the  following  action  *  as  laken: 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Watd  7—1  move  a  leconsidera- 
tion  of  the  vote  bv  which  the  Council  voted  to 
meet  at  half-pa-'  seven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing-. I  voted  for  it  under  a  misapprehension.  I 
wasun-iei  the  impression  that  the  motion  pro- 
posed v.as  for  meeting  it  the  afternooj,  and  voted 
in  the  affirmative,  and  oid  not  know  lill  informed 
by  toe  gentleman  from  Ward  6  that  vhe  order  to 
adjourn  till  Tuesday  evening  had  passed. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6 — I  hope  tho  motion  to 
reconsider  will  prevail.  It  the  School  Committee 
have  received  their  notices,  although  we  have  the 
right  to  ta\re  possession  of  the  hall,  I  certainly 
hope  we  shall  not  do  it.  It  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  better  for  us  to  reconsider  this  vote,  and  either 
come  here  on  Mondav  evening  o:  Wednesday 
evenine  or  Tuesday  aftexnoo  ■,  or  at  any  other 
time  that  may  bb  acceptable  to  a  majority 
ot  tbe  Council.  I  think  we  can  afford 
to  oe  courteous— gentlemen  always  can  be. 
And  I  hope  that  we  shall  consider  the  c'aims  of 
the  School  Committee  and  give  them  anop.ortu- 
nity  to  ruetupon  Tuesday  evening. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7—1  hope,  sir,  ehis  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  may  prevail.  I  know  ihure  is  a 
feeling  preralent  araon-:  the  menbers  of  the 
Council  against  tbe  School  Boatd.  It  was  indi- 
cated in  the  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  who  inquir- 
ed if  there  should  be  a  quorum  preseut.  I  think  we 
can  afford  to  be  magnanimous  and  compassionate 
to  a  dying  body.  Of  course  we  have  supreme  con- 
trol of  this  chamber,  and  can  do  whit  ee  please 
with  it.  But  they  did  not  Know  to  what  tim*  we 
should  aojourn,  and  are  not  to  blame.  We  can 
return  on  Monday  eveuing  and  t  ansact  our  busi- 
ness just  as  well,  and  show  no  discourtssy  to  the 
members  of  the  School  Board.  I  hope  the  motion 
will  prevail.  If  it  does,  I  sball  move  tbat  the 
Council  adjourn  till  Monday  evening  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock,  or  Tuesday  afternoon  at  four 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9 — It  seems  to  me  that 
the  vot->  to  meet  on  Tuesday  evening  was  passed 
rather  hastily.  I  liopi  it  will  be  teconsidei  ed  and 
thai  we  shall  'elect  Monday  evening  as  the  time, 
tor  our  meeting.  It  see  vs  u>  me  that  a  meeting 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  will  give  moie 
or  le.-s  disturoance  to  almost  all  ot  us.  It 
will  disturb  tbe  bus'ness  of  some,  tbe  din- 
neis  of  others  and  the  suppers  of  others.  I 
do    not  Know    why  Monday    eveuinx   should    be 
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worse  ttaao  any  other.  I  hope  we  shall  recon- 
sider and  adjourn  till  that  time. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— I  have  no  objection  to  a 
reconsideration  of  ttie  vote  whereby  we  are  to 
meet  at  naif  past  seven  o'clock  Tuesday  ev.miog, 
hut  I  think  it  wjuld  he  bitter  to  meet  at  four 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  atternooti,  than  oc  Mooaay 
evening,  because  ihe  Boarc'  of  Aldsrasen  may 
send  some  imjoitmt  papers  t>  ite  Council  which 
wewoulo.  nJt  receive  if  we  met  Mou'  ay  eveuing. 

Tbe  motion  to  leconsider  prevailed.  Mr. 
Kinnsbury  of  Ward  15  renewed  his  motion 
10  fix  tbe  time  for  meeting  at  four  o'clock 
Tuesday     afternoon,     aud      it     was      adopted. 

HIGH-SERVICE  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  Thacner  cf  Watd  15  offered  tho  fellowing: 
Orderei,  That  tbe  Cocbituare  Watei  Boaid  be 
authorized  to  report  in  print  on  the  order  ic  rela- 
tion to  thepreseot  higu-service  system  and  the 
subject  of  laying  a  new  main  from  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir. 
Read  tiice  and  passed.    Sent  up, 

THS  PAY  OE  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  tie  sense  of  the  Common 
Council  that  the  recent  reduction  of  the  pay  of 
the  laborers  ic  the  Paving  Department  was  a 
measure  both  unwise  and  inexpedient;  and  rha^t 
the  Committee  on  Paving  of  the  Boaro  of  Aider- 
men  be  requested  to  reconsider  their  action  in  re- 
lation io  (his  importart  subject. 

Mr.  Walsa— In  offeiing  rhat  order,  I  wisb  to 
state  that  we  have  been  insulted  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  iu  postponing  so  important  a  matter  as 
tbe  labor  question,  and  I  ask  to  be  heaid  once 
more  by  tbe  Council.  We  passed  it  here  by  a  vote 
of  34  to  17,  aud  [  am  much  suiprispd  at  tha  course 
of  trie  other  bran cti,  particularly  the  Aloerman 
from  Ward  12,  in  accusing  us  of  being  wardroom 
bummers. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  Committee  on  Pavbag  of  this  Council 
have  an  order  before  them  on  this  subject,  and 
they  are  now  waiting  for  some  statistics,  and  I 
call  for  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  whether  while  one 
order  couceroiut,  a  certnn  matter  is  pending, 
it  is  proper  to  present  another  one. 

The,  President— Tne  Chair  does  not  remember 
whether  it  is  precisely  roe  same  order  oi  not.  The 
Council  nas  its  opportunity  to  dispose  of  this  mat- 
ter, being  cognizant  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  Walsh— It  was  ridiculous  to  read  the  insinu- 
ations mane  by  one  of  the  meoibeu  of  that  Board, 
and  I  fee!  that  myself  and  the  thirty  three  other 
members  of  ibis  Council  vere  insulied.  Why,  he 
says  we  were  elected  by  wardroom  bummers,  and 
that  ve  pay  a  poll  tax  merely  to  make  ourselves 
eligible  to  seats  here.  It  is  ridiculous  to  speak  of 
such  a  thing.  It  is  n't  riches  that  make  the  man. 
I  feel  the  insult  be  has  given.  I  was  elected  to 
this  Council  by  a  handsome  majority,  and  I  thank 
my  friends  for  my  election. 

ThePresideot— Tue  Chair  would  remind  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  question  is  on  the  expression  of 
an  opinion  ou  the  labor  question. 

Mr.  Walsh— I  want  to  make  one  explanation  to 
the  Council,     the  order  I  offered  was  to  continue 


the  pay  of  the  laborers  at  the  ola  standard  puce. 
I  think  the  Kborerj  are  wortny  of  more  pay  than 
the  big  men  to  whom  we  pay  high  salaries.  I 
think  it  would  be  f  *ir  and  judicious  to  ask  the 
sense  of  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen  if  they  would 
ouly  consider  this  pay  of  the  labDiers,  and  wait 
till  the  fi'-t  of  January,  whe^  we  can  ac- 
complish something  by  commencing  with 
the  big-salaried  men  and  cut  chem  down 
fifteen  per  cent.,  and  cut  down  those  who  get 
$2000  twelve  per  cent.  Then  we  will  do 
something.  But  no,  tbey  must  first  stiike  at 
tbe  poor  man  who  has  to  work  all  day  in  the 
broiling  sun  and  cold  weather.  The  reduction 
was  for  political  capita],  to  catch  the  taxpayers. 
The  ioea  of  any  man  advocating  such  a  thing  in 
the  Board  of  Aloermen,  and  accusing  members  of 
this  Council  as  he  did!  It  you  look  back  upon  ihe 
record,  you  will  rind  it.  My  feelings  are  moved 
when  I  see  the  por-r,  destiiute  pople  m  the  street. 
It  was  only  the  other  day  that  I  saw  a  barefooted 
child  loo  king  for  something  to  eat.  She  said  her 
father  usei  to  work  For  the  city,  and  he 
wa«  discharged  six  weeks  ago,  and  v-hen  he 
worked  he  was  allowed  ouly  three-qu alters 
lime,  and  tbs  result  was  whej  he  left  work  he 
had  n't  a  dollar  saved.  I  saw  that  child's  mother 
lying  sick  ucon  her  bed,  without  food  or  clothing, 
and  the  Alderman  who  offered  that  other  order 
had  tois  man  discharged.  We  pay  enormous  sala- 
ries to  men  in  City  Hall  and  discbarge  the  poor 
laborers  in  the  street.  In  consultation  with  sev- 
eral of  our  « or  thy  taxpayers  I  find  ihat  they 
say  the  action  of  the  Aldermen  is  entirely 
w«ng,  for  the  reason  that  we  ought  to  wait 
till  the  uia  e  comes  to  reduce  all  the  sal- 
aries of  the  ciiy.  I  don't  know  who  is 
*,o  be  the  Mayor,  but  we  pay  him  an 
immen=e  amount  of  monev.  \.nd  oiii  junketing 
bill — look  at  the  amount  of  money  sprht.  Those 
men  are  willing  to  support  big  salaries,  but  fey 
will  not  give  anything  for  the  labor  of  the  poor 
man.  I  can  see  how  this  will  make  drunkards.  If 
a  man  works  on  thr°e-quarcerstime,  when  he  goes 
home  it  is  cold  and  drearj  ;  behas  no  fuel,  and  he 
goes  out  to  a  public  house  ano  sits  cown  bv  a  fire, 
and  they  keep  a  warm  Are  in  those  places.  By 
and  by  some  one  comes  in  and  asks  him  to  have  a 
drink,  and  the  poor  man,  heartbroken  and  desti- 
tute, gets  up  and  takes  a  oriok,  ano  theD  another 
and  another,  until  the  result  is  he  is  drank 
at  his  neighbor's  expense.  That  is  the  reason  of 
so  many  Drunkards.  There  will  be  a  big  plumbing 
bill  this  year,  for  with  so  many  people  out  of  woife 
the  lead  pipe  will  disappear  verv  fast,  for  men 
muse  live.  I  hone  ihe  Council  will  do  something 
for  the  poor  man. 

Tbs  order  was  refused  a  second  reading— 9  for, 
24  against. 

TAKEN  FROM  THE  TABLE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tbaclier,  City-  Doc.  106,  viz., 
the  annual  repoit  ot  ths  Directors"  for  Public  In- 
stitution": and  City  Doc.  112,  viz.,  report  of  In- 
spector of  Buildings  in  relation  to  public  halls, 
etc.,  were  taken  trom  the  table  and  se^t  up. 

On  motiou  of  Mr.  Andirson  of  Ward  3,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned  aud  stood  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    33,    i875. 


Regular  meeting:  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder 
man  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

THE  DEATH  OF  VICE  PRESIDENT  'WILSON. 

Tbe  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Boston,  22d  November,  1875.     ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen— 
Tbe  M^yor  bas  tbe  painful  duty  of  officiallv  com- 
municating to  tbe  Citv  Council  the  ;ad  intelli- 
gence of  tbe  death  of  Henry  Wilson,  Vice  Piesi- 
dentot  tbe  United  States,  which  occurred  at  the 
National  Capitol  this  morning  at  7.20  o'clock.  The 
exoressions  of  sorrow  wh:ch  his  recent  seveie  ill- 
ness called  forth  from  tbe  representative?  of  all 
parries  and  classes,  arid  the  feeling  of  relief  mani- 
fested when  bis  speedy  recovery  and  return  to  tbe 
duties  ci  his  high  office  were  annoui  ced,  have 
sbown  the  Kindly  sentiments  entertained  for  turn 
thioughout  the  country  u  hich  he  h  'S  =o  long  and 
so  faitbfuliy  served.  His  career  illustrated  in  a 
lemarkable  manner  the  opportunities  which  are 
here  afforded  to  secure  tbe  highest  rewards  for 
honest,  iutflligent  and  well-directed  laboi  in  tbe 
public  servi  .8.  Starting  from  the  humblest  sta- 
tion in  lite,  be  won  bis  way  by  bard,  unremitting 
toil  of  band  and  brain  to  tbe  second  political  uosi- 
tion  in  tbe  nation.  To  tbe  qualiios  ob  which  his 
legitimae  success  is  founded  all  honor  is  due; 
and  it  is  fitciug  that  you,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  city  w-rcb  he  has  so  often  and  so  ablv  served 
and  defended  in  tbe  national  councils,  should  re- 
cord you i  sense  of  tbe  loss  which  tni.3  community, 
in  common  with  tbe  whole  country,  has  sustaioed 
in  his  death.  Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Stebbras  said — 

Mr.Chiirman — Weave  agai"  calledupon  topause 
in  our  proceedings  and  pay  grateful  homaste  to 
the  memory  of  another  illustrious  representative 
man  of  our  Commonweal  to.  Mvpersooal  and  no- 
litical  intercourse  with  Mr.  Wilson,  extending 
through  many  years,  prompts  me  to  pay  a  tribute 
of  aff  ec  i  lona  ce  remembrance  to  a  fnei  dwhoseloss 
is  so  winely  recognized.-  I  am  aware  that  sile ace 
is  the 'if  st  exponent  of  sorrow,  but  I  feel  that  I 
should  do  injusiice  to  those  whose  representative 
in  part  t  am  if  I  did  not  at  thi«  time,  in  cuunion 
with  my  associates,  express  briefly  tbe,  feeling  ot 
sadness  which  pervades  a'l  hearts.  For  a  petiod 
of  nearly  forty  year*  his  struggles,  defeats  and 
labors,  which  were  crowned  in  his  larer  years  with 
rev.  aid  and  no;ior  have  closelv identified  the  name 
o1,  Henry  WiUun  with  the  history  of  Massachu- 
setts and  of  our  country. 

His  life  has  ever  been  an  incentive  to  the  com- 
mon people  in  their  aspirations  by  honest  personal 
labor  to  reach  a  higher  level  His  cle  ;th  will 
teach  the  lesion  and  va'ue  of  pesonal  integrity 
wheh  enabled  him  to  withstand  the  temptations 
which  ever  surrounded  his  years  of  public  service. 
His  labors  in  behalf  of  the  oppie  sed  will  endear 
hismemoiyin  their  hearts,  aad  on  the  memorial 
which  will  mark  Ins  last  resting  place  should  be 
engiaved, "He  served  his  imperilled  country  faitn- 
fully,  withstood  temptations,  and  died  an  houest 
man." 

"The  good  and  the  true  never  die,  never  die; 
They  live  in  our  hearts  ever  nigh,  ever  nigh." 

Mr.  Chairman, The  communicatioi  you  have  pre- 
sented from  the  Executive  of  this  innnicipal  gov- 
ernment, fitly  expresses  the  suutiiuents  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  I  decire  further  to  submit,  for  tbe  ap- 
proval of  the  City  Council,  the  following  resolu- 
tions, prepared  by  our  City  Clerk: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Bosion  has 
beard  with  profound  sorrow  ot  the  decease  of 
Henry  Wilson,  that  distinguished  son  ot  Massa- 
chusetts whom  a  grateful  com  try  raised  to  the 
honorable  posrtion  of  Vice  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed StattS. 

As  the  capital  of  Massachusetts,  this  city  espe- 
cially feds  the  loss  ot  a  statesman  who  was  al- 
ways tbe  champion  aod  defender  of  New  Eoglautl 
on  the  floor  ot  Congress. 

With  a  lone  and  varied  experience  in  public  af- 
fairs, with  an  instinct  solely  tending  to  good,  with 
a  judgment  unemuq-  in  its  nature,  his  utierances 
u  his  country's  cause  were  always  characterized 


by  a  candor  which  attracted,  and  a  conviction 
which  ratisfred  his  bearer. 

His  cheerful  tones  in  times  of  danger  and  disas- 
ter weie  an  encouragement  to  tns  de.;>>ODdin.r, 
and  bis  countrymen  tui  ced  to  him,  as  tbe  ancient 
people  to  their  prophets,  for  words  of  hope  and 
comfoir,  which  be  was  ever  ready  to  bestow,  and 
which  always  proved  to  be  timely,  judicious  an" 
wise.  Tne  decea-e  of  such  a  man  at  this  time  of 
political  uncertainty  and  danger  is  indeed  a  pub- 
lic calamity,  which  falls  with  peculiar  weight  np- 
on  this  community  with  whom  be  daily minglfd. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  message  of  bis  Honor  the 
Mayor,  together  with  the  foregoing  resolution,  be 
entered  oo  the  records  of  the  City  Council,  aod 
that  a  joint  special  committse  be  appointed  io 
join  his  Horortbe  mayor  as  representatives  of  the 
City  Council  at  the  fu;  eral  of  the  d  ceased. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  rts- 
msr  vote,  and  the  order  was  rear)  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Stebbins  and  Harris  *?ere  appointed 
oo  f  aid  committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  tbe  Chairman 
was  added  to  the  committee. 

Severally  sent  down. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Nmety-two  traverse  jurors  were  di£.7vn  for  tbe 
Supren-e  Judicial  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Ward. Officers— A  communication  wa=  received 
from  the  Mavor,  nominating  tor  the  approval  of 
the  Board,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  243  of  th?  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1875, 
the  following-named  persons  to  act  as  ward 
officers  at  the  ensuing  municipal  electro? : 

Ward  1.  Warden— George  T.  Sampson:  Clerk— 
Jeremrah  W.  Fogerty;  Inspectors— Edward 
Pearl,  Clarence  P.  Loveil,  Aonrew  M.  Morton  and 
Dexter  A.  Tompkins. 

Ward  2.  Warden— N;  than  i  el  Seaver;  Clerk- 
Daniel  W.  Palmer;  Inspectors— Patrick  Keenan, 
Michael  J.  Donerty,  Frank  H.Blanej  aod  Epbraim 
Snow,  Jr. 

Ward  3.  Waden— M.  L.  P.  Heustis;  Clerk— 
John  BoardmaO;  Inspectorc— Patrick  W.  Cotter, 
Frank  T.  Spiuney,  George  Prescott  and -Enoch  J. 
Clark 

Ward  4.  w  arden— Lyman  H.  Bigelow;  Clerk- 
William  L.  Bond;  Inspector*— S.ephen  G.  Jones, 
George  H.  Fultz,  Samuel  R.  Brintnall  aod  Thomas 
H.  Dalv- 

Watd  5.  Warden— Horatio  Wellington;  Clerk— 
Tavlor  P.Thompson;  Inspectors— Ira  A.Worth, 
Jamc-s  Smith,  Patrick  J.  Donovan  and  John  Mc- 
Louil. 

Ward  6.  Warden— George  D.  Ricker;  Clerk— 
William  N.  Stanvtt;  IuspectoiS— Timothy  J.  Da- 
cey,  Daniel  F.  Keiley,  Abraham  A.  O'Dowd  and 
Abel  B.  Munroe,  Jr. 

Ward  7.  Warden— Alfred  A.  Clatur;  Clerk— 
Henry  S.- Jones:  Inspectors— John  Newell, Charles 
H.  Miner,  John  Jeffers  and  Be.naul  F.  Klyon. 

Ward  8.  Warden— John  E.  Parker;  (Jerk- 
John  J.Boyle;  Inspectors— Hemv  N.  Leavens. 
James  W.  Pieice,  Isaac  Chase  and  P.  Houghton, 
Jr 

Wa>d9.  Warden -William  P.  Blake;  Clerk- 
Frank  Full  -i  ;  Inspectors— William  P.  Kiibn,  God- 
trey  Morse,  Joseph  C.  Greeley  and  George  W. 
Lowtber. 

Ward  10.  Wardee— Calvin  M.  Lewis;  Clerk— 
Cha  les  H.  Fiotbingham;  Ins  rectors— E.  Clarence 
Hovev,  Josepli  H.  Up  am,  Hunipkity  Pike,  Jr., 
and  Benjamin  J.  Reniich. 

Ward  11.  Warcen— Charles  Havdeo;  Clerk- 
Oscar  B.  Mowry;  1>  spect'  is— George  S.  Manu, 
Ma- shall  Gordon,  Roger  Woicott  and  Uriah  H. 
Coffiu. 

Ward  12.  Warden— Ira  D.  Davenport :  Clerk- 
Edwin  A.  Millard;  Inspectors— Walter  B.  Woods, 
Edward  J.Jenkins,  A.  I.Woodbury  aud  Francis 
Baycten,  ■     , 

Ward  13.  Warden  —  Hugh  Dolrerty;  tleik— 
Richard  J.  Fenntlly;  Inspectors— Dudley  Pray. 
Richard  E.  Murphy,  John  Dowd  aod  Jobn  J.  Coi- 

le.v.  „.    , 

Ward  14.  Warden— Charles  J.  Noyes;  Clerk- 
John  H.  Locke;  Ins  oectors— Thomas  Burns.  ja  ,es 
Renfrew,  John  H.  GiHi.i  and  Henry  F.  Naphen, 

Ward  15.  Warden— Ed w aid  B.  151  a  land:  Clerk 
— Jobu  H.  Rogers;  Inspectors— Alban  S.  Greeo, 
Cbarles  E,  Spiller,  John  T.  O'Connor  and  Joha 
Cloonev. 

Waro  10.  Warden— Charles  B.  Hunting:  Clerk 
—Frederick  A.  Wilkius;  Inspectois— Andrew 
Jachson,  Sulliv  n  M.  Waldrou.  Robert  P.  Haiaes 
aad  William  H.  Stubbe. 
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•Vaid  17.  Wa<d»u— Samuel  W.  Cliffoid ;  Clerk- 
Albert  E.  I'illsbury;  Inspectors— Hiraui  Johnson, 
Samuel  Rice,  Albert  H.  Rhodes  and  Henry  A. 
l'emberton. 

Ward  18.  Warden— Joseph  M.  Wightman ; 
CleiK— John  Albree;  Inspectors— William  H. 
Thomas,  Charles  E.  Fox,  J.  Quiacy  Billings  and 
William  H.  Ohipinau. 

Ward  19.  Warden— Albert  H.  Hopkins;  Clerk- 
George  A.  Comins;  Inspectors— William  H. 
Adams,  Albert  Thayer,  George  A.  Kohl  aod  J. 
Austin  Rogers. 

Ward  20.  Warden— William  Morse;  Clerk- 
Herbert  C.  Davis;  Inspectors— George  H.  Pike, 
Florentine  Ehrot,  Edward  W.  Dolan  and  fc'rarcis 
A.  Kemp. 

Ward  21.  Warden— Willi,  in  H.  Mcintosh ;  Clerk 
—George  E.  Richardson;  Inspectors— James  E. 
Braokett,  Abraham  G.  Wyman,  John  M.  Marston 
and  Matthew  R.  Walsh. 

Ward  22  Warden— Joshua  S.  Duncklee ;  Clerk 
— Webstei  F.  Warren;  Inspectors -Charle*  W. 
Weeber,  Willard  H.  Sawtelle,  Richaro  B.  Smart 
and  James  H.  Rice. 

Ward 23.  Warden— Benjamin  F.  Cutter;  Clerk 
— Edward  P.  Butler;  Insperto  s— Abner  Cailds, 
Frederic  Seavei,  Elias  T.  Bowthorp  aud  William 
H.  Spooner. 

Waid24.  Wsrueo—  John  Pierce;  Cle<k— W.  D. 
C.  Curtis;  Inspectors— William  Wuhington,  Hen- 
ry B.  Davis,  Patrick  Norton  and  Joseph  E.  Ha'l. 

Special  Police  Officers—  He  fry  B.  Shaw.  Har- 
rison avenue,  between  Hunoeman  a  ad  Northamp- 
ton streets;  William  L.  Armor,  Charles  town  Neck; 
Oscar  M.  Weils,  horse  raiiroao  stables,  Btoadwy; 
Sidney  H.  Peaslee,  horse  railroad  stables  on  Sixth 
street. 

The  nominations  were  confirmed. 

BOSTON  AT  THE  CENTENNIAL. 

The  following  was  received : 

Executive  Department,  1 
Boston,  22d  November,  1875      j 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— I  nave  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  ciicular  trom  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  to  the  Centennial  Ex- 
hibition at  Philadelphia,  i.sking  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  certain  maps,  [icturts,  statistics 
and  nistoiical  inf>roiatim  illu3tia<ive  of  t1  »  oast 
and  present  conditioi  of  Borto  ..  The  request  is 
one  wpll  wortl'y  of  your  consideration;  and  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  tbe  appointment  of  a 
specia1  committee  upon  tbe  subject. 

Samuel  ^.  Cobb,  Mavor. 

Referred  *o  a  joint  special  committee,  consist- 
ing of  Aldermen  Biy.elow  and  O'Brien,  with  such 
as  the  Common  Couucil  may  join.    Sent  down. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  Part  of  the 
Hoard.  George  B.  Thayer,  lor  leave  to  occupy  a 
new  wooden  stable  for  t  w»  horses  on  A^hmont 
strees  between  Dorchester  avenue  and  Carruth 
street. 

Mary  A.  Smith,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  wood- 
en stable  for  six  horses  on   Brighton  avenue. 

H.  W.Brt-ed,  for  leave  to  oci.upy  anew  wooden 
stable  Tor  two   horses  on   Cottage  street,  W^id  16. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  J.  M.  Syl- 
vestei.  to  be  nam  for  services  rencered  to  small- 
pox patients  at  Charlestown  in  1872. 

Timothy  Murphy,  to  be  taid  lor  oamages  caused 
by  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Bow  street. 

Mary  A.  hsott,  to  be  paid  for  peisonal  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Cottage  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  John  Brown  et 
al.,  that  Boweo  stieet,  between  D  and  E  streets, 
be  rietter  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  W.  Mason, 
to  move  wcooen  building  from  Baker  street  to 
Spring  street,  Ward  17. 

Richard  W.  Baker,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Centre,  through  South,  to  Cbilfls  street. 

L.  W.  Spauldintr,  to  be  oaid  for  gra;e  damages 
on  Fifth  street. 

J.  Alba  Davis  et  al.,  that  Newbern  street,  Ward 
23,  be  put  in  older. 

Frank  W,  Kittredge,  xor  edgestones  on  Egleston 
squat  e. 

Michael  F.  Lynch,  that  Mather  street,  Dorches- 
ter, by  put  in  order. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. A.  U.  Stimson,  for  remission  of  a  portion  of 
tax  on  estate  45  4.11  en  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  James  A.  Kemp 
et  al.,  that  no  more  money  be  expended  on  the 
Kemp-street  sewer  on  its  piesent  plan. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  port  of  the 


Board.  Mary  L.  Fenno,  to  be  paid  tor  land  taken 
to  widen  Bow.ioin  stieet. 

Lucretia  Stone,  to  be'  paid  for  land  taken  to 
widen  Bnwdon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  C.  l<".  Clark,  for 
leave  to  maintain  a  piojecting  lamp  at  68  Cause- 
way street. 

Benjamin  F.Stacey,  that  the  projection-  moitar 
at  the  junction  ot  Bunker  Hill,  Vine  and  lafts 
stteets  be  allowed  to  remain. 

F.  G.  Dayton,  that  the  Italian  awning  in  ftont 
of  store  23  Avon  street  be  allowed  to  remain. 

N.  G.  Perkins,  thar  the  awning  frame  in  front  of 
165  Bunkei  Hill  street,  Charlestown,  be  allowed  to 
remain, 

Aaron  Hook  et  al.,  tbat  awning  curtains  be 
allowed  to  remain  over  stotes  in  public  ■street--. 

W.  W.  Deaib  m,  for  l^ave  to  maintain  his  awn- 
lner  sign  at  250  Hanovei  street. 

W.  &  A.  Bacon  et  al.,  I  hat  their  names  on  awn- 
ings be  allowed  to  remain. 

W.  M.  Barrett,  that  his  mortar  be  permitted  to 
remain  at  cori.tr  ot  Camoen  stieet  and  Shaw  mut 
ave-ue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  inspec- 
tion of  Builtl'mas.  J.  Howes  Dver  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Ana  wan  avenue,  near 
Central  station,  Ward  17. 

PFTITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Boston  Button 
Company  for  a  st-am  boiler  at  corner  >f  Oliver 
aud  Purchase  streets,  and  aa  order  of  notice  «as 
passed  foi  a  heaiiag  the-eon  ou  Dec.  13th,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Office  Hours  for  Departments.  Report  and  ordi- 
nance to  establish  office  hours  for  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  cny. 

Alderuiaa  Stebbtus  called  attention  to  tbe  fact 
th»t,  by  tbe  approval  of  ihe  City  Council,  the  of- 
fice of  the  City  Registrar  is  open  on  Sandayo  for 
the  convenience  of  undertakers  from  11  A.  M.  to 
12  M.,  ai.d  tnat  of  tbe  Chief  of  Police  is  opeu  on 
Sunday. 

Alderman  Quincy  said  the  ordinance  did  not 
apply  to  the  case  of  ihe  Chief  of  Police,  though 
the  »t  ier  case  was  brought  to  bis  attention  for 
tbe  first  time,  and  lie  suggested  a  recommittal. 

Alderman  Steboins  said  it  could  be  ame.nded, 
but  on  motion  ot  Aldermen  Powei  the  leport  was 
recommitted  to  tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances.   Sent  uown. 

Bridges.  Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  ordi- 
nance renting  to  bridges  so  as  to  provide  for  an 
election  of  a  Supeiintendent  of  Mduuc  Washing- 
ton-avenue Bridge. 

Alderman  Stebbins  called  attention  to  the  fact 
iliat  the  name  of  fha  avenue  will  be  a  duplicate 
of  a  similar  name  a  short  distance  trom  there. 
Easern  aveuue  now  leads  from  Atlantic  aver.ue 
to  the  South  Ferry,  and  has  beeu  so  called  for 
many  years;  anu  it  is  prouosed  to  call  ibe  ne»v 
avenue  from  Atlantic  avenue  to  South  Boston  by 
the  same  name.  Great  inconvenience  has  already 
been  occasioned  ia  the  oelivery  of  letters.  He 
spoke  from  personal  kuowledge,  as  his  place  of 
business  is  on  old  Eastern  avenue.  The  Chait  man 
hao  suggested  that  it  be  called  Congress  avenue, 
which  would  be  a  good  name,  as  it  is  a  continua- 
tion of  Congress  st'eet  from  Soutn  Bostou.  Du- 
plicate lames  of  streets  ;boaid  be  avoided,  aod 
the  difficulty  can  be  bettei  obviated  now  than 
aft ei  the,  ordinance  takes  effect.  He  moved  that 
it  be  called  Congiess-avenue  Bridge. 

The  Chairman  said  the  City  Clerk  bad  raised 
the  ooint  that  it  is  recognized  as  Eastern  avenue 
by  statute.    - 

Alderman  Stei.  bins  said  h-,  brought  the  matter 
before  the  Committee  on  Pavicg  last  year,  but 
they  reported  bt,ck  inexpedient ;  also,  this  year, 
but  it  had  never  been  attended  to. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  it  was  recognized  as 
Eastern  aveuue  in  tbe  ageement  between  the 
State,  city  of  Boston,  Beaton  Wharf  Company  and 
Boston  &  Albaoy  Railroad  Company. 

Ou  motino  of  Alderman  Wo  tlnngtou.the  leport 
¥a<  recommitted.    Sent  down. 

Public  Institutions.  Report  and  order  for 
Mayor  to  petition  for  such  a  modification  of  sec- 
tion 11  of  chapter  178  of  Geneial  Statutes  as  will 
place  the  Boaro  of  Directors  tor  Public  Institu- 
tions uudei  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Aldermeo 
as  Inspectors  of  Prisons,  etc.,  for  the  purpose  of 
an  examination  of  their  accounts,  etc.  Order 
passed.    Sent  down. 

City  Architect.  Report  and  ordinance  to  estab- 
lish the  office  of  City  Arenitect. 
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A1dex'man  Worthlngton— Why  was  it  reported 
in  trrL  way?  All  other  heads  of  departments  are 
elected  bs  tie  City  Council ;  tins  one  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
It  is  one  of  tie  a.ost  importarjr  offices  we  have, 
and  the  present  Architect  is  savins:  the  city  $50,- 
000  or  $60,000,  if  not  $100,000,  a  yeai.  We  have  a 
verv  efficient  young  roan,  but  how  do  ;ve  koow  but 
a  new  committee  mav  o'rae  m  next  year,  and  he 
may  be  removed.  The  ordinance  should  be 
aujenoed  so  that  he  can  be  elected  bv  concurrent 
vote,  the  same  as  the  Superintendents  of  Sewers, 
Health  and  Public  Buildings,  unless  the  -e  is  good 
reason  to  the  contrary. 

Alarman  Piescott — I  believe  it  is  not  true  that 
all  the  Superintendents  are  elected  by  concurrent 
vote  of  both  branches  of  the  Government.  I 
think  ihat  one  superintendent  is  elected  by  a 
committee  of  which  the  Alderman  frooj  Ward  15 
is  a  member.  It  is  entirely  immate-ial  to  me 
whether  the  City  Architect  be  elected  by  the  City 
Councilor  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings; 
never  tbeless,  I  think  hei-  more  directly  under  the 
change  of  a  joint  committee  than  any  other  head 
of  a  oeoaitm"nt.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  have  charge  of  rhe  eiectiin  ora'teration 
ot  all  public  buildings,  and  it  seems  to  me  toat 
they,  wiihthe  assistance  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  B'jil-.ings,  must  r  eces-arily  be  better 
judges  of  the  qualifications  of  a  City  Arch- 
itect than  perhaps  ths  City  Couocil  would 
be.  I  suppoaod  toe  oidinauce  was  framed 
that  the  City  Architect  might  he  recognized 
as  the  head  of  the  department,  and  to  fol- 
low outtheiule  adopter  last  year  wheo  the  office 
was  first  established.  It  would  be  quite  as  well  to 
lee  it  remai  ■_  as- it  is  row,  although  [  know  the 
g^otlemao's  argument  for  a  concurrent  e  ection 
has  some  force,  but  unless  some  stronger  objec- 
tion is  made  it  inight  stand  as  reporte*.  I  dpsire 
to  move  an  amendment  m  anothe.  particular  as 
follows: 

Ame  d  section  1  by  striking  out  "is  authorized 
to  perform  any  work  where  the  services  of  an  ar- 
chitect is  required,"  and  insen ing  therein  "may 
require  the." 

The  force  of  my  amendment  is  this:  The  section 
as  report- dreads  in  part  as  follows:  "Whenever 
a  board,  committee  oi  head  of  a  department  in 
the  City  Governmentis  authoriz-dto  perform  acy 
wort  where  the  s-rvices  of  an  architect  are  re- 
quirec,  the  sard  services  shall,  unles"  otherwise 
ordered,  be  performed  by,  or  ut-der  the  diiection 
of  the  City  Architect." 

Doubtless  it  will  happen  that  a  board,  commit- 
tee, oi  hea'1  of  a  department  mav  require  the 
services  of  the  City  Architect  in  preparing  plans 
to  <r  cable  them  to  proem e  estimates  to  report  to 
the  City  Council  before  thty  are  authorized  to 
make  any  expenditures.  As  amended  it  will  read 
as  follows: 

"Whenever  a  board,  committee,  or  bead  of  a  de- 
partment in  the  City  Government  may  require 
thf  services  of  an  architect,"  etc. 

As  it  read*  now  the  City  Architect  canuot  be 
employed  to  do  any  work  in  getting  up  plans  un- 
less that  committee  or  board  is  antbo  ized  to  per- 
torm  the  work.  M.v  point  is  that  the  committee 
ot  hoard  may  require  the  services  of  the  City 
Architect  in  prepadug  plans  to  present  to  the 
City  Council  in  asking  fot  an  appropriation  there- 
for to  show  what  they  desire,— that  they  may  re- 
quire the  services  of  the  City  Architect  before 
they  are  authorized  to  expend  any  mooey  in  doing 
any  work. 

Alderman  Worthvngtou — I  fail  to  see  how  this 
officer  is  to  be  any  mote  under  the  complete 
coutrol  or  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
than  th°  Superintendent  of  Sewers  is  under  the 
Committee  on  Seweis,  oc  the  Superintendent  of 
streets  tin dt r  the  Paving  Committee.  Nothing 
can  be  done  by  either  of  those  officers  without 
coming  to  the  City  Government  for  authority  to 
spend  the  money.  He  is  just  as  much  a  creature 
of  the  City  Council  as  any  of  the  othi  rs.  and 
shou'd  be  an  officer  of  the  city  smd  not  of  the 
committee,  though  he  may  work  unde;  tsem.  Un- 
doubtedly they  will  have  mors  to  do  with  him 
than  any  other  committee;  «rill  he  is  a  eitv  officer 
and  should  be  elected  by  the  City  Council.  Then 
tlvre  is  another  point,  out  perhaps  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Alderman  will  meet  it,  and  that  is 
that  oo  other  departmtnt  can  employ  the  City 
Archif,>-ct  without  asking  leave  of  the  Committee 
on  Puolic  Buildings.  Last  year  they  wanted  to 
erect  a  building  for  the  Lamp  Department,  and 
they  not  only  had  to  ask  for  his  services,  but  were 


refused.  This  year  there  has  been  no  trouble  of 
that  feiud.  Now  it  i«  proposed  to  make  him  a  city 
officer  and  I  think  he  snould  be  elected  the  same 
as  the  otiics. 

Alderman  Power — The  Superintendent  of  Pnnt- 
inc,  to  whom  the  Alderman  ftom  Ward  9  alluded, 
is  appointed  by  the  Mayor  with  the  approval  of 
the  Comrnitiee  on  Priming;  and  the  Sop*. intendm- 
ent of  Lamn-  is  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
Aldsttnen.  The  ordinance  should  not  pass  in  its 
preseo^  form.  I  can  see  no  reason  wny  this  officer 
should  not  tie  subject  to  *his  Governmeur  just  thi 
same  as  ail  oth*r  superintendents  and  heads  of 
departments  are,  with  these  two  ex  eptions. 
Since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  attbis 
boa-d  I  know  that  these  two  appointment* 
have  given  lis*  —  and  very  justly,  too,  I 
think  —  to  a  jealousy  in  otter  departments, 
by  officers  who  have  to  go  through  thi-  Board  and 
the  Couacrl  tor  a  reelection.  I  have  otten  thought 
of  having  the  ordinance  alrer-a  so  that  these  t  vo 
officer  shall  oe  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  the 
City  Cornell,  becat.se  of  the  jealousy  ic  has 
caused.  The  heads  of  all  other  departments  seem 
to  think  these  two  officers  a:e  suecial  favorites, 
and  entirely  clear  of  having  to  run  the  gauotlst  of 
an  election  by  the  City  Government.  It  would  be 
safe  to  put  thei'  election  in  the  hands  of  the  City 
Council.  Never  since.  I  have  been  here  has  a  good 
officer  been  displaced,  and  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  displace  o  ne.  On  the  whole,  I  think  it  is 
mote  satisfactory  tor  the  Government  to  have  the 
election  of  all  the  officers,  and  I  hops  that  will  be 
the  cour-e  pursued  with  chis  officer. 

Alderman  Prescott's  amendmeot  was  adopted. 

Aloerman  Worthington  moved  to  amecd  the  or- 
dmaoce  by  striking  our  all  relating  tn  the  appoint- 
ment by  j he  Committee  o-j  Public  Buildings,  -Mid 
amend  so  that  he  shall  be  elected  by  concurrent 
vote  of  the  city  Council. 

Alderman  Quit  cy — It  was  reported  in  this  form 
simply  because  it  was  deemed  expedient  ix>  estab- 
lish by  ordinance  that  which  was  first  established 
by  orders.  The  committee  thought  that  we  should 
get  as  goot  a  man  bv  appointment  as  by  an  elec- 
tion ;  still  tnsre  is  "onethiog  to  be  said  in  favor  of 
an  election,  and  if  it  is  deemed  aovisable  it  had 
better  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  to  make 
these  changes. 

Aloerman  Wortbington  moved  that  the  report 
be  recommitted,  with  instructions  tn  report  an 
ordinance  providi'g  for  the  election  of  t>  City 
Architect  by  the  Common  Council. 

Aldertran  Prescott— I  tlrmk  it  had  bette-  be  re- 
committed with  insttuctions  to  considei  the  ex- 
s  ediency  of  reporting  such  an  ordinance.  Per- 
haps the  commtttee  might  think  it  better  ro  have 
the  officer  appointed  than  elected.  I  don't  me;n 
to  say  but  what  I  suall  app.-ove  ot  an  election; 
but  still  I  think  it  is  a  matter  wo  r:liv  of  considera- 
tion Vfore  it  is  passed  upon  definitely.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  Ci*y  Architect  will  be  diffet ent' to  a 
certain  extent  from  that  of  the  tead  of  any  other 
heao  of  a  department.  He  not  ouly  acts  as  City 
Architect  ;ut  also  as  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Builoings.  I  think  the  commit  ee  should  con- 
sider the  -x^ediency  of  this  matter. 

Alderman  W  rrthiogton— If*the  gentleman  wish- 
es to  make  an  amendment  to  that  effect,  1  propose 
totestcbe  question,  whether  we  shall  hive  an 
elective  or  appointed  officer.  I  haveno  objections 
to  a  tesi  vote. 

Alderman  Prescott  moved  toamerd  the  instruc- 
tions so  ti  at  the  commitfe  shmld  consider  tha 
expediency  of  repoi  *ivig.  etc. 

Alderman  Power — I  hone  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  The  beads  of  other  departments  feel 
that  the  appointment  of  these  Superintendents  of 
Priming  and  Lamps  is  ratbet  hii  injustice  to  them. 
Ir  has  grven  rise  to  a  great  d°al  ot  just  jealou.y 
in  otner  departments,  and  the  othe'i  officers  look 
upo'i  it  as  a  great  preference.  I  think  those  two 
officers  slnuld  he  elected  by  the  whole  Cny  Gov- 
etnmeut,  uistead  of  beiug  chosen  in  the  manner 
they  aro. 

Alderman  Prescott — If  tho'e  are  the  views  of 
the  Alderman,  why  don't  he  move  an  amendment 
providing  foi  aivportaod  ordinance  that  the  Su- 
perintend euts  of  Lamps  and  Printing  and  the 
Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures  and  some  other 
officers  shall  be  elected  cy  concurrent  vote  of  the 
two  branches.  I  should  prefer  to  have  the  com- 
mittee first  con  Ider  the  expediency  of  so  doirg. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  car?  and  lighting  of 
the  streets  is  placed  by  siatate  in  the  bauds  of  the 
Mayor  aud  Board  of  Aldermen  ;  lut  so  far  as  the 
superintendent  is  concerned,  i  have  no  doubt  he 
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would  ve  perfectly  williog  to  be  elected  by  the 
City  Council,  toe  same  as  ihe  ochers.it  could  be 
legally  done. 

Aider  cuau  Prescott'9  amendment  to  the  instruc- 
tion'* tvas  lost,  and  Alderman  Worthington's  mo- 
tion prevailed. 

Sent  sown, 

PAPERS    FROM    THE     COMMON  COUNCIL     FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were  refer  .-ea. 

Oroer  for  one  Cochituate  Water  Bo>.rd  to  repoit 
in  print  on  the  nigh-service  svst  in,  aud  the  pro- 
posed n:\v  0>aln  pipe.     Passed. 

A  report  of  Inspector  ot  Buildings  on  modes  of 
egress  trorn  tot-  pub  ic  halls,  theatres,  rtc.  (City 
Doc.  No.  112),  cine  up;  r-f erred  to  Cmumittee  on 
Survey,  etc.,  of  HuiMiags.    C  incurred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  thfi  peiitioo  of 
John  A.  (Jarvey,  foi  graoe  damages  op  Felloes 
screet.    Accepted. 

Amendment  to  oidei  rel  ting  to  oiaposal  of 
house  offal,  so  that  the  city  shall  dispose  of  it  di- 
rectlv  to  applies  its  at  the  terminatiou  of  the  ex- 
isting contract.    Concurred. 

Order  tor  aopoi'Jtme^t  ot  a  committee  (Messrs. 
Day,  Newton  and  Lappen  to  be  joined)  to  cooler 
wit'i  the  Di lectors  ol  the  Eastern  an  i  uther  steam 
railroads  ar  E  "t  Bos  ion  far  relocation  of  their 
respective  tracks  in  order  to  secuieth1-  public 
safety.  Passed,  a-io  A.1  lermeh  Burrage  and  Viles 
appointed  on  said  committee. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL  AND  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

A  report  of  Committee  oo  Public  Institutions 
came  up  oo  alasaincafion  ot  inmates  of  the  House 
of  Reformation  (City  Doc.  No.  106).    Accepted. 

A  report  on  establishici-  a  Home  tor  Truants 
aod  Vagrants  (City  Doc.  No.  113)  came  down  with 
passage  of  majority  ordei  to  d-vote  the  Marc=.lla- 
street  Ho-pirai  foi  this  purpose,  at  a  cost  of  $10,- 
000;  also  of  minority  ordei  for  ibe  purchase  of  a 
hospital  for  $25,000,  for  accommodation  of  pa- 
tients afflicted  with  contagious  diseases. 

Aloerman  Preseoct— This  matter  com"  ■  to  us  in 
rather  an  unusual  state,  to  say  the  least.  It  is  in 
re  anon  to  the  removal  of  truani  and  vagrant 
childreu  from  tue  public  institutions  to  a  separate 
place,  aod  i  he  result  of  the  committee's  dehbeia- 
tions  is  two  reports.  The  fir-t  oider  appended 
to  the  majority  report  proviues  for  takna  the 
Mari-ella-slreet  Hospital  foi  a  truant  school,  aod 
ibe  minority  order  is  for  toe  purchase  of  a  site  tor 
a  smallpox  hospital.  Both  of  thee  orders  were 
passed  bv  tie  Common  Council — au  unusual  step 
to  take,  to  say  tr.e  least  It  seems  co  me  that  the 
City  Council  should  take  co  steps  tun  arcs  taking 
the  Mai  eel  la-street  Hosoital  from  the  Boa  d  of 
Health  uTiil  another  and  a  suitable  place  for 
a  smallpox  hospital  is  provided.  That  is  the 
giounu  I  take  in  the  minority  report.  This  matter 
has  repeatedly  bem  before  tr,e  Citv  Govern jaent 
in  one  fonn  oi  a  other  for  the  pa-t  two  years. 
Twice  the  Committee  on  Health  have  been  au- 
thorized to  provid  another  place  for  tie  treat- 
ment ot  small. ox  patients,  with  ihe  viewot  piv- 
mg  up  the  valuable  prooeitv  now  used   tor  that 

furpose  on  Marceila  street.  I  ai:i  heartily  io 
avor  ot  giving  it  up ;  it  is  too  valuable  to  be  used 
for  such  a  purpose,  and  the  people  living  in  the 
viciuity  have  aiiaht  to  loinpiain  of  i;a  being  so 
occupied.  Nevertheless,  in  view  of  th-  m?gni- 
mde  of  Ibis  city  of  350,000  iuiiabitacts,a  single  oay 
should  not  pass  without  some  suitable  place  to  tie  at 
patients  intccteo  with  noxicris  c  iseases.  The  Mar- 
ceila street  building  was  fir  t  taken  by  theBoaro  of 
Health  in  the  eany  part  or  1873  andu-edasa 
smallpox  hospital;  and  when  the  epidemic  en- 
tirely ceased,  the  question  naturally  ?.iose,  what 
should  be  don"  with  chat  property.  Accordingly 
on  toe  21st  of  September,  1873,  the  follosiog  order 
was  passed  by  toe  City  Council; 

"O'dered,  That  with  a  view  to  the  earlv  closiug 
of  the  present  building  on  Marceila  street,  now 
occupied  as  a  -mallpox  hosoital,  the  Board  of 
Health  be  res  oectf  nil  y  nquasted  to  communic  te 
to  the  Cily  Councl  what,  in  their  judgment,  are 
the  requirements  of  the  citv  for  a  permanent  hos- 
pi i ai  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffeiing  from 
small  oox  or  other  contagi  us  diseases." 

O  i  the  day  after  that  oroer  was  received  by  the 
Board  ot  Health  tof.v  reported  as  follows: 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston:  (ient'emen — In  compliance  with 
yo;r  order  of  April  25, 1873,  concerning  the  "early 
closing  of  IViarcella-i-trefet  .Hospital,  and  the  re- 
quirements of  the  citv  for  a  permanent  one  for 
the  treatment  of  smallpox  and  other  contagious 
diseases,"  we  beg  to  state  that,  in  our  opinion,  a 


permanent  hospital  for  such  a  pui  pose,  situated 
upon  a  dry  and  healthy  sue,  conveniently  accessi- 
ble, is  aosolutclv  necessary. 

Tnat  the  Maicell^-scievt  Hospital  is  the  only 
suitable  one  now  io  the  hanus  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

that  ihs  Sweet-street  Hospital  was  abandoned 
on  account  ot  beirg,  io  the  opinion  of  tins  board 
and  that  of  a  large  number  of  the  leading  phy- 
sicians of  Boston,  sicuate,d  in  a  very  unsuitable 
location  for  the  successful  tieatmeut  of  our  un- 
fottunate  patient-. 

Tnat  the  noard  has  been  vigilant  in  the  search 
of  some  more  suitable  location,  a»d  believe  it  has 
succeeded  in  flnuit  g  one,  suitable  &ai  accessible, 
and  more  i  olated  than  that  on  MarcelLi  Siieet. 

The  board  would  therefore  recommend  that 
some  early  action  be  taken  by  the  City  Council, 
with  a  view  io  purchasing  a  lot  and  erecting 
thereon  a  hospital  tor  the  reception  <  f  persons 
hu\  tnii  a  diease  daugerous  to  the  public  health. 

Bv  direction  or  the  Boatd  of  Health. 

0.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Clerk." 

A  sice  was  recommended  for  puichase  cy  the 
City  Government,  which  *as  iu  the  Dorchester 
District;  but  for  some  reason,  not  necessary  to 
explain,  it  was  not  seemed.  The  Bo  ra  of  Heal. b 
iri  their  report  ot  the  next  y°ar  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Council  to  the  fact  that  the  hospi- 
tal on  Marceila  street  was  still  on  their  hands,  uo 
other  place  having  yet  been  provid  d,  and  they 
utgeu  the  City  Council  to  provide  some  other 
place,  as  they  have  always  desireo  to  relinquish 
it.  Accordingly  last  year  an  order  was  passed 
authorizing  tlin  Committee  on  Health  to  select  a 
site  foi  a  hospital,  at  an  exoense  of  $25,000,  and 
they  v  ere  not  obliged  to  report  to  th  City  Coun- 
cil. The  Alderman  f<om  Ward  15,  who  vas  chaii- 
mao  of  the  committee  last  year,  and  is 
also  this  yrar,  stated  that  lr  he  had  full 
autli  >rity  giveu  him,  ha  could  select  a  place  with- 
out delay.  Full  power  was  triven  him,  simp.y  re- 
quiring that  tbs  site  should  be  approveu  by  the 
Bo&rd  of  Health  and  its  put  chase  coucui  red  in  by 
the  Mavor.  Nevertheless  no  siteb.s  been  pur- 
chased, thougn  I  have  undei stood  that  a  place 
which  was  selected  was  fully  concurred  in  bv  the 
Board  of  Health.  Now  it  is  proposed  lotake  the  hos- 
pital away  without  providing  anothei ,  «nd  I  desire 
to  purer  mv  protest  against  it.  I  am  not  content  to 
allow  this  city  to  remain  a  single  day  without  a 
proper  place,  sitiated  ujou  dry  andhign  land,  and 
easy  of  access,  wher»  good  medical  aid  can  o  sum- 
moned witnout  delay,  anu  whete  patients  can  be 
treated  as  they  should  be.  It  is  true  we  havo  no  epi- 
demic no  «■  aod  are  not  likely  to  have  one ;  out  the 
smallpox  pievnils  in  othet  States,  there  having 
been  thirty  deaths  out  ot  300  cases  io  Brooklyn 
last  week.  It  seems  to  me  th  it  a  proper  regard 
for  the  public  health  requires  that  we  should  not 
takeaway  this  hospital  unil  oioper  aceomaioda- 
li"us  aie  provided.  The  proper  actiou  to  b  taken, 
it  appears  to  me.  is  to  luy  the  first  Older  upoa  the 
tabl^  and  pass  the  s-cond  one.  When  a  site  for  a 
hisoitai  is  selected,  I  shall  vote  cheerfully  in  fa- 
vor of  taking  the  Marcefla-sueet  building  for  a 
school  for  truants,  and  not  before. 

Alderman  Wo^thiugtoo — It  is  true  wtiat  tbe 
Aloerman  savs  in  relation  to  tho  takiag  of  the 
Mai  cella— 'treet  Hospital  in  1873,  and  in  regard  to 
tbe  committee  bi-i  sg  emoowereu  to  purchase  a 
hospital  tor  $25,000 ;  but  I  thiDk  he  does  not  state 
the  whole  case.  Tne  hospital  was  taken  with  the 
express-  'gieen.ent  on  the  part  of  the  Mayor  aad 
Commiitee  on  Health  that  it  sbould  be  <nven  up 
the  moment  the  epidemic  was  passed.  When  the 
epidemic  passed,  the  Board  of  Health  said 
they  had  no  oiher  place.  There  have  been  no 
serious  cases  ol  smallpox  since.  In  the  opinion 
of  so.ne  of  ihe  committee  we  have  all  the  small- 
pox accommodations  we  nesd  at  Gallop's  Isl- 
and, whica  has  Betn  earned  on  fo  a  number  of 
years.  They  have  a  physician,  keener, faimer  and 
wife,  and  the  placeis  maintained  at  an  expense  of 
soiub  $5000  a  year  for  the  solo  purpose  of  taking 
caie  of  ship  feve  and  smallpox;  and  they  liiive 
tne  steamer  Samuel  Little  built  expressly  to 
carry  patients  to  and  from  the  island.  I  fully  be- 
liev-Mt  csnbe  demonstrated  that  patients  are  a 
great  deal  better  if  carried  to  the  island  on  a 
steamer  fitted  up  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and 
there  receive  the  best  possible  treatment.  The 
committee  started  out,  last  year  with  tne  intention 
of  purcharaog  a  smallpox  hospital;  they  visited 
any  number  of  places  and  found  two  or  three  that 
the  Board  of  Health  approved.  But  before  they 
could  purchase  any  site  remonstrances  came  in  so' 
strong  and  numeious  (bar  tbe  committee  were  com- 
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pelled  10  relinquish  it.  We  were  not  permittee  to 
purchase  aplase  anywheie  without  strong, urgent 
remonstrances  coming  in;au,  that  will  be  the  case 
again,  I  b?ve  oo  objectioo  to  parsing  the  Oider, 
but  I  tell  you  if  \  ou  select  a  placa  anywhere  •»iti- 
in  toe  c'ty  limits  you  will  finu  the  same  objections 
we  founj  last  year.  I  think  a  majority  of  the 
committee  vere  convinced  that  the  patients  weie 
tar  better  if  carried  to  th^  island.  The  offer  was 
made  tbatit  an  epidemi  •  occuried  we  would  join 
the  Board  of  tiealt'i  in  taking  any  estate  its  the 
city  t  hev  see  fir,  or  in  covering  up  one  of  the  East 
Boston  terry-boats  and  heating  it  with  steam,  so 
that  an  a  cbulance  can  be  driven  01102  it,  ano  the 
patient  De  taken  to  the  island  without  be- 
ing removed  from  the  ambulance,  and  so 
that  he  will  not  he  trundled  over  th* 
pavement  through  the  city,  aid  scacrer  the 
epioemic  everywhere  h»  goes.  I  have  talked  with 
physicians,  and  they  agreed  that  that  would  be 
toe  best  wav.  I  did  not  speak  to  one  physician 
but  s,  ho  believed  it  would  be  best  10  carry  the  pa- 
tients to  the  island,  where  the  air  is  pure.  I  t  ink 
it  can  be  demonstrated  that  more  pati  ■  nts  recov- 
ered at  the  island  than  at  Marcella  stieet,  and  I 
think  you  will  find  by  the  reco-d  that  the  most 
deop'  rate  cases  were  sent  to  the  island.  If  you 
purchase  a  place  at  West  Roxbury  or  Dorchesttr 
you  will  have  to  take  the  patients  tout ,  five  or  six 
miles  over  rhe  pavement.  Can  it  be  that  a  pa- 
tient % •  iJ  1  be  as  well  after  being  trundled  over  a 
pavement  that  way  as  if  be  were  put  upon  a  rlose 
steamboat  and  taken  to  a  place  where  the  air  is 
pure  and  he  can  have  all  necessary  attention? 
The  Boaro  ot  Health  sa.y  1:  is  against  the  law  to 
take  them  to  the  island.  Woy?  Bscaue  it  is 
unsafe.  A  physician,  who  has  made  the 
smallpox  the  piactice  of  his  life,  says  it  is  safer 
to  cany  patients  to  the  island  in  inat  way  than 
to  trundle  tbem  1  hrough  the  streets  in  an  ambu- 
lance, the  Marcella-street  Hospital  is  main- 
tained at  an  expense  of  $2400  a  year,  and  there 
have  been  rive  cases  there  this  year,  two  from  the 
city  and  three  from  out  of  the  city,  the  lattei  giv- 
ing as  a  rvason  tor  coming  her-  that  we  had  bet- 
ter facilities  for  treatment  than  thev  coulo  find  ia 
their  own  cities.  It  is  true  they  pa*d  their  ex- 
panses, so  far  as  a  bill  could  be  made  out.  In 
1873-4  tne  actual  cost  of  patients  at  the  Massachu- 
setts Hospital  was  $55  a  day,  and  the  Si  ate  paid 
for  one  of  the  patients  at  that  rate.  But  at  that 
rate  we  had  better  send  them  to  the  Tremont 
House.  If  there  is  a  case  of  smallpox  in 
the  city  ths  Board  of  Health  can  close  np  the 
house  and  prohibit  intercourse  with  outside 
parties,  and  make  the  place  a  hospital  itself. 
They  can  take  any  house  in  the  suburbs  today, 
for,  by  the  statute  law,  Ibey  h ;v»  mor*  power 
than  the  city  of  Boston  has.  There  have  been  five 
epidemics  i»-  Bo>tou  since  I  bave  beea  here,  and 
they  have  started  for  want  of  vaccination;  out 
when  vaccination  has  beeu  effected  the  eoidemic 
has  stopped.  Men,  women  aad  ohildten  have  re- 
cently been  vaccinated,  and  therefore  there  is  no 
danger  of  an  epidemic,  ana  there  will  not  be  any 
until  people  set  careless  again  in  regard  1 1  vacci- 
nation; and  «se  have  now  no  need  ot  2  hospital. 
If  we  do  ncfed  a  hospital  we  bave  one  proviced; 
and  if  the  Board  of  Health  no  not  care  to  accept 
it,  they  can  take  anv  place  they  choose.  There- 
fore Ithiuk  we  should  take  thi  p'ace  for  a  truant 
school,  and  meet  the  smallpox  when  it  comes, 
aDd  1  ot  continue  this  expense  of  $2400  a  year 
for  nothi  g.  I  do  not  know  a  place  in  the 
citv  that  c  :n  be  purchased  for  the  purpose 
without  very  strong  opposition.  If  theAldrman 
from  Ward  9  will  find  such  a  place  we  will  be 
obliged  10  him.  "We  advertised  in  ibe  papers  for 
such  a  place,  hut  the  moment  a  site  was  consider- 
ed a  great  cry  was  raised  against  it.  The  Board 
of  Health  approwo  three  or  four  different  places, 
but  we  could  not  purchase  one  of  th.ioj  on  account 
of  the  senous  opposition.  It  was  proposed  to  take 
a  poi  tion  of  the  Austin  farm,  but  the  Directors 
tor  Public  Institutions  remonstrated  against  it. 
Then  we  went  to  another  place  in  tne  city,  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  theie;  I  don't  know  how  it 
was  lound  out,  but  before  the  place  w.*s  fairly 
considered  the  remonstrants  came  in  and  rotice 
was  served  that  iney  would  demaid  damages 
from  the  city.  That  will  be  the  way  in  every  part 
ot  the  city. 

Alderman  Power— It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
more  important  for  this  Board,  if  they  know 
that  an  evil  exists,  to  do  something  to  abolish 
it  thnn  to  borrow  trouble  about  imaginary 
evils  that  may  come.  We  have  not  bad  the 
smallpox    for   some     years;     bnt    we    bave     an 


evil  that  is  moie  disgraceful  to  the  city  of 
Boston  than  ever  the  smalluox  was,  and  *hich 
this  majority  order  proposes  to  remeoy.  Theie 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  other  remedy  at  present, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  finances  rt  the  ci'y,  ind 
the  uecessiiy  for  retrenchment.  It  is  a  disgrace 
to  keep  those  truant  children  oatbat  island  at  a 
penal  institution,  associatirg  with  criminals 
every  nay.  It  doesn't  follow  that  a  boy  is 
criminal  because  h&  is  a  truanr;  yet  tt.ey 
are  placed  there  where  they  are  being  vaccinat-o 
wich  crime  every  day.  This  evil  is  greater 
than  the  small  cox.  The  S'atistics  show  that 
during  the  smallpox  the  mortality  was  greater 
at  Marcella  street  than  at  Gallop's  Island, 
where  the  facilities  provided  will  answer  all  the 
demand  tor  the  treatment  of  those  afflicts  with 
the  disease.  The  Committee  on  Hearth  had  au- 
thority to  buy  a  sice  for  a  smallpox  hospital  last 
year;  hut  we  thought  we  would  not  be  justified 
in  wasting  the  Guy's  money  for  a  thing  hat  aid 
not  seem  to  be  necessary.  The  appropriation  was 
$25,000,  iud  that  night  convey  the  imoression 
that  thar  would  be  the  cost  of  th-  institution  ;  but 
eve' y  gentleman  knows  that  y  u  cannot  locate  a 
smallpox  ho  pital  anywhere  without  doing  $100,- 

000  damages ;  and  I  say  the  citv  should  pay  all  the 
damage  it  does  to  any  uaa.'s  pror-eitv  b\  the  loca- 
tion of  such  an  io-iitution  in  his  neighborhood. 
It  is  difficult  to  e  timate  the  damage  done  to  the 
property  in  the  vicinity  ot  the  Marceba-street 
Hospital.  We  know  that  one  distinguished  citi- 
zen who  resided  close  to  it,  fled  from  tb^  city,  he 
v  as  so  frightened  ;  and  I  fenow  of  one  or  two  mer- 
chants wno  closed  their  houses  ami  fled,  and  I 
don't  know  whether  they  have  returned  or  not. 
The  whole  neighborhood  was  frightened.  That 
would  be  the  rase  wherever  you  located  such  an 
institution.  Wehave  ample  accommodations  else- 
where for  such  patieuts,  and  Ithiok  we  are  not 
warranted  m  keepi  g  that  large  property  there 
for  tbis  purpose.  There  is  a  greater  necessity  for 
remedvi  ig  this  disgraceful  evil  a^d  for  taking 
care  of  those  boys,  and  I  b'>pe  the  order  will  pass. 

Alderrmn  O'Brien — I  hea'tily  agree  with  rhe  re- 
marks of  the  Alderma-  from  Ward  16.  He 
has  certainly  spoken  my  sentiments.  This  home 
for  tru;.rt  boys  has  been  berore  the  City  Council 
for  a  number  of  vears.  As  long  ago  as  1870  the 
Diiecto  s  for  Pubric  Incc  tutions  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  bo' s.commtred  fornocrirnf,  vere 
surrounded  by  vice  aoddegraoaiion,  and  I  think  it 
is  a  shame'  that  tb°  city  of  Boston  has 
not  piovided,  during  all  these  years,  a  better 
place  for  Uie-e  children.  You  cannot  c- 11  them 
criimna's,  by  any  means.  If  a  proper  horn-  i* 
provided  for  cherh,  as  this  Marcella-street  build- 
ing will  be,  1  have  no  dou  t  tbey  -  ill  grow  up  to 
be  u-eful  and  good  citizens.  In  relatiou  to  a 
smallpox  bospiral.  it  w-ll  always  be  a  nuisance  in 
any  populous  neighborhood,  and  it  should  have 
been  removed  froth  Marcella  str-et  two  years  ago. 

1  know  that  the  Board  of  Health  are  very  far- 
seeing  gentlemen.  Thev  look  a  geceratioo  c  two 
into  the  future  and  thtuk  they  cannot  give  tin  this 
hospital  unless  some  other  place  is  provmed  for 
them.  But.  I  do  1  ot  think  tbey  will  refuse  to  recog- 
nize the  voice  of  the  City  Council  in  this  tr  atter.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Committee  on  Health,  by  their 
advice,  will  find  a  suitable  place  for  °  smallpox 
hosoital.  I  hope  that  bo^b  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority orders  will  be  adopted,  for  1  believe  'hat 
will  satistv  the  demands  of  ait  citizens  10  relation 
to  the  small  iox  hospital  and  the  truant  school. 

Alderman  Power — I  f 01  got  to  say  in  corrobora- 
tion of  what  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15  said  111 
relation  to  the  ooat,  we  have  a  steamboat  built 
pat-tally  foi  thar.  purpose,  and  the  quarantine 
season  being  over,  f  mm  cow  till  next  summer  she 
will  <>o  nothing  elce  but  to  attend  to  the  hospital 
on  the  island,  except  to  break  ice  in  the  harbor 
when  it  is  oecessarv.  though  she  has  never  done 
that  up  to  this  time.  Tne  Ald-rman  remarked 
that  the  people  had  the  assurance  of  the  Mayor 
and  the  Hover  omen  t  that  the  hospital  should  be 
removed  from  Marcella  street  as  <oon  as  the  epi- 
demic was  ovei,  and  theie  now  seems  to  De  no 
reason  for  maintaining  it  theie. 

Alneroian  Bui  rage — ]  think  the  ci'y  should  no 
longer  delay  to  take  1  place  to  s  partite  the  truant 
boys  from  the  criminals  and  crunkards  with 
whom  they  have  been  associated.  That  seems  too 
plain  for  argument.  But  in  regard  to  the  second 
order,  hefote  voting  for  that,  I  would  like  to  know 
the  opinion  of  physicians  in  regard  to  the  safety 
of  conveying  smallpox  patients  to  Gallon's  Isl- 
and. It  has  been  alleged  that  it  is  dangerous,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  the  opiniou  of  the  City  Phy- 
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siciau  in  regard  to  it.     If  it  is  proper  to  do  so,  I 
would  vote  for  the  Older. 

Alderman  Poivr — There  is  no  question  about 
what  the  City  Physician's  opinion  would  be  inie- 
gard  to  it,  because  he  is  in  full  accoid  with  the 
Board  of  Health  woo  will  not  couse  t  to  this 
change.  But  tbeie  is  no  smallpox  io  the  city,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  a  qu-stion  whether  tne  patieiita 
viill  iie  brutally  treated.  But  tl  e  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  «  ill  not  deny  that  tnose  boys  are  treated 
in  a  brutal  manner  by  associating  ihem  with 
haideued  criminals. 

Alderman  Piescoit-Orte  would  judge  from  the 
remarks  of  the  Aldcniien  from  Warns  12  and  15 
foal  I  difftred  from  th  m  in  regard  to  the  expe- 
diency of  removing  th»  truants  from  Deer  Isl- 
and. 1  expressly  stated  that  1  do  not.  In  the 
mnoriiy  repcrr  1  pr" sooted  I  said  that — 

'•The  itudersigneo  heartily  concui sm  the  recoin- 
men  atton  that  a  suitable  place  should  be  provid- 
ed for  these  minors,  separate  au  "  apart  from  the 
penal  iratitutions,  *pd  he  is  of  opi  ion  that  ilie 
old  almshouse  estate  is  well  adapted  for  the  teni- 
porary  establishment,  at  least,  of  such  an  institu- 
tion ;  but  he  believes  that  the  public  health  might 
be  endangeicd  by  depriving  the  Boaul  of  Health 
of  a  place  to  which  sixallpox  patients  can  be  re  - 
mov-d  without  delay,  and  vheie  they  can  receive 
prouer  treatment  from  experienced  physicians.'' 
The  noint  I  make  is  that  w  should  <  ot  take  tlio 
Marcella  street  Hospital  until  either  the  committee 
or  ih»  Board  >f  Health  purcba  e  some  itutr  place 
for  a  smallpox  hospital.  If  the  Board  of  Health 
will  no  it  I  am  in  favor  •  f  artnoriiing  them  to  do 
so,  with  the  appioval  of  the  Mayor.  A.  year  ago 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  15  took  tue  same  around 
that  1  do  today,  aid  said  he  knew  a  proper  pla  e 
(I  at  could  b*-  purchased  without  delay.  Now  he 
argues  in  favor  of  removug  all  patients  to  (Gal- 
lop's Island,  ine«pective  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Ci  y  Physician.  aDd  nearly  all  the  leading  phys- 
icians of  the  city,  that  tbe  place  is  unfit.  I  know 
of  n  •  better  argument  than  that  educed  by  the 
Aidermau  from  Ward  151?styear: 

Their  physician  in  charge  of  smallpox  patierts 
says  it  is  a  great  hardship  to  expose  them  to  be- 
ing transported  ovet  die  water,  and  that  he  would 
uoder  no  encrmstances  recommend  it.  What  o'o 
we  have  physicians  for,  if  we  do  not  take  their 
word  ? 

Taat  is  just  the  gromd  I  take  today,— that,  a 
smallpox  bospilal  shall  bs  provided  somewhere 
besides  at  Gallop's  Island,  which  out  Citv  Phy- 
sician tells  us  is  an  unfit  place.  The  Board  of 
Health  cannot  legally  move  ceitaiu  patients  to 
Gallop's  p.laurt,  and  I  believe  that  at  some  sea- 
sons the  boat  cannot  get  tneni  there. 
Alderman  Harris—By  reason  of  the  ic ■■? 
Alderman  Piescott— Hv  reason  of  th-  storms. 
The  Board  of  Health  cannot  remove  patients  to 
the  islano  unless  they  oan  do  so  without  endan- 
gering their  health.  In  1873  there  were  oases  that 
C"Uid  be  removed  there,  and  oth-rs  that  could 
not.  There1  have  been  cases  nf  smalluox  this 
year,  and  tiere  might  have  teen  others  if  there 
hadnotbe-o  a  tit  place  to  c  eat  hem.  Two  of 
the  reont  cases  came  fum  the  mostdenely 
settled  portions  of  South  Boston;  the  board  were 
notified  immediately  and  the  resuit  was  that  no 
o-.f-elsein  the  neivhborbood  took  the  di.^eael 
Suppose  tbey  Dad  remained  I  here  a  d  a  hospital' 
had  been  made  of  the  i  ouse— -what  damages 
would  the  city  have  had  to  pay?  The  ALiermau 
from  Ward  15  ays  if  thett  is  ai  ppineiuic  be 
would  favor  establishing  a  smallpox  hospital; 
cut  it  seenvs  to  me  we  should  not  wait 
for  an  epidemic;  that  »e  hau  better  hav-  a  hospi- 
tal to  prevent  an  epidemic  and  net  have  such  a 
disgraceful  case  as  we  had  here  is  1872-3,  whei 
over  a  th  rasand  deatts  occurre  '.  And  the  AHe.- 
man  spoke  ot  the  expense  f  maintaining-  a  sma'l- 
pox  hospital.  Would  the  taxpaveis  begrudge  the 
mou  >.  ?  He  speaks  of  $55  a  day  a«  the  cost  of 
maintaining  it.  1  saw  a  statement  in  a  paper  tbe 
othet  day  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  smallpox 
hospital  in  Philadelphia.  It  is  from  Dr.  Benjamin 
Dee,  and  he  bases  his  figjres  uoon  the  actual  cost 
of  treating  patient 'at  the  hospital,  the  loss  ol  tisoe 
and  travel  to  and  from  the  city,  ano  tae  wasie  ot 
life,  and  gives  the  astounding  sum  of  116,000,000. 
That  calculation  was  made  by  one  of  the  lead- 
ing physicians  of  that  city.  But  I  don't 
propose  to  discuss  that  question  nr  relation 
to  Boston.  The  Board  of  Health  have 
repeatedlv  said  thev  were  m  lavo*-  of  giving  uo 
the  Marcella -stre  t  Hospital;  a  an  the  Committee 
on  Health  last  year  favorea  the  t-urchase  of  a 
more  convex Unt  site,  and    tbe    \lderman    from 


Ward  15  stated  that  he  knew  of  a  pla'e  he  could 
buy  if  he  had  the  authority.  I  take  it  mat  the 
committee  were  not  very  desirous  of  sel- ctiog  a 
site,  otbeiwise  they  coul  t  have  selected  a  place, 
within  this  city  ot  thuty-five  square  miles  a  ea, 
that  woul  i  not  have  been  one-fourth  Dart  as  ob- 
jectionable as  theM-rcella-streer  site.  The  Alder- 
man fiom  Ward  12  seems  to  ihiuk  tbi-y  did'ot 
think  it  necessary  to  spend  that  money. 
If  the  Committee  on  Heal  h  don't  wish  to  take 
the  responsibility,  let  us  pass  an  order  for 
the  Boardof  Health  to  select  a  place  with  tho 
aporoval  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  I  thiDk 
they  would  find  a  place  within  a  week.  When  that 
is  done  I  shah  favor  removing  the  tenants  to  the- 
Marcella-street  building. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Alderman  from  War1 
9  considers  that  it  would  not  be  a  greater  c»se  of 
inhuman  ty  to  kep  the  truaLtboys  at  Deer  lslat-d 
than  to  be  without  a  smallpox  hospital  I  disa- 
gree with  him  entirely.  Tbe  Alderman  fr^ra  Ward 
12  has  fairly  stateo  the  impoitance  of  at  ones  pio- 
viding  a  suitable  place  wheie  these  truant  boys 
can  be  cared  for;  and  to  bring  moreforciby  to 
tne  members  ot  the  Board  the  linpoita.  ce  of  it, 
let  me  relate  a  li.tle  incident  which  happened  on 
Saturday  last.  A  man  call-d  at  my  i essence 
about  enrht  o'clock  in  tne  eveoiigjhis  first  salu- 
tation was,  as  he  drew  a  letter  from  ois  pocket 
"I  have  out  ot  e  thing  in  tnis  world,  and 
toat  is  my  bov."  He  said*  that  his  boy  had 
b<en  arrested  about  six  weeks  ago  for  truancy, 
and,  with  nis  con-eut,  had  been  sent  to  the  island, 
he  supposiag  at  the  tiuue  that  it  was  the  Farm 
School  on  Thompson's  Island,  where  it  is  cot  a 
disgrace  to  send  a  boy,  but  rather  a  credit.  He 
stated  that  about  a  week*  inter  he  found  to  his  hor- 
lor  and  surpiis?  that  the  boy  was  :.t  Deer  Island 
amoug  th=  ciimiua  s,  and  from  that  bourn  had 
not  been  able  to  sleep  at  nigut.  It  was  n't  tbe 
fact  tnat  the  boy  was  at  tie  Island  that  he  de- 
plored, but  that  the  b  ,y  was  disgraced  forever. 
The  father  was  a  hard-working  man;  he  tolo  me 
the  school  the  boy  attended  at  a  the  officer  who  ar- 
rested him;  that  the  boy  was  good  and  had 
never  been  guilty  of  any  misdemeanor  but 
truancy.  I  asked  if  the  boy  had  a  mother 
living,  and  at  first  he  said  no,  aud  then  corrected 
hmself  aud  said  yes,  adding  that  sh- was  a 
dro  tkad,  a^d  then  be  bioke  down  and  com- 
menced crving.  I  questioned  him  as  to  what  be 
intended  to  do  with  the  bov,  and  he  sail  that  a 
mar  would  give  him  a  place  in  a  uerioa'cal  store 
and  take  him  into  his  family,  and  be  was  anxious 
to  get  him  n leased  before  h«  was  for-ver  dis- 
graced. I  called  upon  the  officet  yeste  day,  found 
the  man's  story  substantially  true,  and  I  ttust  the 
boy  'ill  be  released  by  CliaoKsgivng.  What  I 
wish  to  impress  upuii  members  ot  this  Boai  d  is  ths 
disgrace  actached  to  boys  who  go  there.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Alderman  fro  ..  Ware  12  can 
multiply  that  lustaoc-  by  huu-'reds  of  oth-rs  tnat 
have  come  under  his  observation  during  the  four 
years  ne  has  been  oic  rhis  Board.  Io  wait  for  the 
Committee  on  Health  to  secuie  another  place  is  all 
wrong.  The  difficulty,  I  aaprehend,  with  the  com- 
mittee is  that  tb°y  find  objectio  is  raised  oy  i)eo- 
pl-  owting  adjoiniog  property — they  don't  like  to 
have  a  hospital  located  near  them.  Now,  [  think 
that  the  secoud  order  might  be  amended  soiue- 
ti>iog  'ike  this: 

"Ordered,  That  tht?  Board  of  Health  be  and  hey 
are  hereby  authorized  to  fitvp  on  U-atloi.'s  Island 
a  suitable  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases ,  or,  whenever  they  deem  it 
necessary,  may,  with  the  approval  or  his  Ho.  or 
the  Mam',  purchase  a  -uita  le  lot/'  etc. 

I  offer  tlii.t  as  an  amendment,  and  if  it  is  passed 
it  will  place  th-.  respousioiliiity  of  selecting  the 
site  wh-re  it  beloofs. 

A.1  erman  Worrhi  gton  minutely  describe  the 
hospitil  building  at  Gallop's  Island  ano  con- 
tinued: The.  City  Phyaician  and  Boardof  Heait'i 
ray  it  is  dasgeioas  to  carry  patients  over  the 
wat-r:  but  they  admit  that  whe ..  you  get  them 
theie  the  air  is'bct  er  than  it  would  be  in  the  city. 
Smallpox  is  in  the  i  ature  of  a  fever  and  it  has 
been  demons' rate'i  that  fevers  ate  b?tter  taken 
care  of  intents  tkat  i^  buildings.  Last  summer 
tents  were  fi  ted  up  ot.  the  hospital  giounds,  and 
the  tepott  was  that  patients  did  better  tnaD  in 
tnelospiral.  'ths  Boardof  Healtn  say  ti.ey  can- 
not send  them  there  legally.  Then  why  sentl  a 
South  Boston  woman  there  as  they  did? 

Alderman  Prescott — It  is  illegal  to  carrv  them 
there  when  tne  tate  ot  the  disease  renders  it  dan- 
gerous to  their  health. 

Aluerman  Wottbijgton— It  was  about  as  bad   a 
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case  as  we  had  ia  the  city  last  year,  and  they  did 
n'fc  expect  she  v. ould  live;  but  she  w*s  taken  dowQ 
there  in  tbe  steamer,  and  recovered.  If  it  is  ille- 
gal, it  was  so  in  tbis  case.  But  the  ge<  tleman 
says  it  is  illegal  *beo  tbe  ease  is  dangerous.  How 
many  cases  are  dangerous  when  they  are  first 
known?  The  disease  cau  bf>  detected  at  any  time 
by  the  smell,  and  ^s  soon  as  a  ease  is  discovered 
thexatient  can  be  transported  to  tbe  island  and 
leceive  tbe  best  of  care.  If  this  place  will  not  co, 
we  have  one  that  was  used  in  Charlestons. 

Alderman  Harris — That  was  a  small  city. 

Alderman  Wonhington — Iarimitit;  but  we  ex- 
pect to  have  only  a  small  number  of  patients  dur- 
ing 'be  nexr  tu  vears.  Tbe  gentTeman  from 
Ward  9  brouehi  up  the  astounding  ease  of  Phil- 
adelphia. If  we  make  the  same  calculation,  we 
ca-E  show  that  the  disease  cost  a  hundred  million 
i  ollars  in  Boston.  l.ut  how  will  you  compute  the 
value  of  th-  l>fe  of  a  man, woman,  or  child  ?  Tate 
the  value  of  life  as  they  toot  the  merchandise 
value  of  a  'lave,  and  the  loss  wo  ilcl  n't  have  been 
$16,000,000,  white  if  you  take  the  value  that  a 
man  sets  up-m  his  "child  or  wife,  it  will  be 
more  'han  $200,000,000.  I  am  sorry  tor  the 
gentleman  if  be  compared  Boston  with  Philadel- 
phia, far  we  believe  that  our  expenses  are  kept 
do  m  to  the  lowest  amount  that  ihey  can  possibly 
be.  I  am  willing  the  se?ond  order  should  pas?, 
and  1  am  willing-  to  give  time  to  tbe  selection  of  a 
site,  but  I  am  suie  w.e  shall  have  the  same  trouble 
we  did  last  year.  I  have  given  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  this  subject;  have  talked  wnb  diffeient 
ones,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  Gallop's  Island 
is  the  best  placa  for  them.  I  ailmn  all  1  said  last 
year.  Ifeitittban.  I  nave  thoroughly  investi- 
gated the  question  since,  and  the  result  is  lean 
find  no  better  place  than  Gallon's  Island. 

Aldeiman  Power— There  is  just  one  tbing-—  fig- 
ures wont  lie;  and  I  will  defy  anybodv  to  produce 
any  figures  to  sbow  that  toe  rnorrality  was  greater 
on  Gallop's  Island  than  at  Maret-lla  street,  with 
all  the  extra  risk  of  taking  them  there.  The  most, 
violeol  cases  were  taken  to  the  island,  and  it  was 
abetter  place  in  every  way.than  Marcelta  street. 
Thj  committee  did  iuves  igate  the  subject,  and  at 
ihe  clo;e  ot  last  year  they  were  uuanimouslv  op- 
po  ed  to  spending  tbe  money  when  theie  was  no 
neeessitj  for  it;  and  tbey  did  r'c  d-enr  it  expedi- 
ent to  put  a  blight  upon  any  i  eighborbood  when 
there  was  r.o  necessity  for  it.  I  feel  now  that  we 
are  pnt  warranted  in  doirg  it.  Bot  we  h?.ve  an 
e?il  that  is  a  ctying  disgrace  to  checitv  of  Boston, 
and  this  oioer  propose^  to  remedy  it.  this  evil 
den  amis  io:  mediate  attention,  a-' d  that  alone  is 
sufficient  to  demand  th-  massage  of  tbe  order. 

Alderman  Prescott— The  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  says  the  mortality  is  less  at  Gall  p's  Island. 
That  may  be  trus ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  th  mild- 
er cases  were  takeu  there.  Cases  iu  fbe  last  stages 
of  tte  disease  were  taken  to  Marcella  street.  I 
don't  propose  to  discuss  statisics,  but  to  put  ray- 
self  on  «ate  ground,  and  take  the  opinio  a  of  our 
Board  of  Heftjih  and  intelligent  City  Physician. 
The  tiuaots  and  vagrants  have  bs-n  kept  at  Deet 
Island  until  no«',  a^l  comparatively  little  has 
been  said  about  it.  Anc'  they  probably  can  be. 
kept  tli ere  thirty  days  lo  g  r  without  any  serious 
detriment,  until  the  committee  can  procure 
a  site  for  a  hospital.  Two  years  ago  tbe 
Board  of  Health  notified  tbe  Government 
that,  tbe  place  was  too  valuable  for  them 
to  hold,  and  they  have  done  so  in  three 
several  reports;  nevertheless  the  City  Council 
have  do.-e  nothing  about  it.  The  Boam  of  Health 
wereselected  to  giv  time  a  d  atte  >tion  to  tbi« 
subject,  and  they  desire  a  place  on  the  main  I.  ml 
toat  is  easv  of  acces'.  We  have  had  less  deaths 
in  Boston  from  smallpox  this  year  trjan  there  have 
been  in  other  cities ;  possibly  some  credit  of  that 
is  due  to  the  tact  that  we  h  ve  a  place  where  pa- 
rents can  be  taken  immediately,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Health  ha  e  fumigated  every  inf<  t  tod 
place.  I  stand  oi?  the  iecon  niendation  of  the  de- 
partment having  this  matter  iu  charge. 

Alderman  Harrio— Have  tbe  legal  bearings  n 
this  matter  beso  poisidered?  If  I  understand 
toe  ordinance  tbe  Board  of  Health  are  empowered 
to  ex°rcise  all  fbe  powers  ve;ted  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  Common  Council  as  a  Board  of 
Health.  Now,  tbe  point  is,  whether,  after  dele- 
gating that  power  to  them,  the  passage  of  this 
majority  older  would  be  effectual— whether  we 
can  take  the  bosmital  f"om  them.  Has  th,  t  been 
considered,  bv  the  committee? 

Alderman  Wortbington— That  matter  was  con- 
sidered.   It  refers  to  mi  epidemic.    The  Board  of 


Health  can  do  anything  th=,y  ch'ose  in  times  of 
epidemic,  out  not  otherwise. 

Alderman  Prescoit—  I  Derive  it  was  understood 
that  the  City  Council  would  have  the  right  to 
take  the  building  if  there  was  no  case  of  small- 
pox in  it;  but  that  noes  n't  seem  to  me  to  oe  a 
proper  thing  to  do,  to  wait  for  a  case  of  small  ;ox 
and  then  selec  a  place.  It  is  all  very  wetl  co  talk- 
about  making  a  hospital  ot  +he  bouse  where  the 
disease  break*  out;it  might  do  very  wetl  to  turn 
evsry  one  out  of  a  teneme- 1  house,  but  the  city 
would  hive  to  pay  tne  bills. 

Alderman  Power — Ifoigotto  state  in  relation 
ro  Gallop's  Island,  thai  the  friend*  of  patients 
could  go  there  with  and  attend  to  them.  That 
was  done  and  the  effect  was  beneficial,  ibere  is 
no  question  but  that  it  is  abett=r  place,  after  the 
patients  get  there. 

Alderman  Harris — I  don't  koo«  but  it  is  Impor- 
tant to  pass  tins  order  to  provide  for  the  tniaot 
boys;  never  heless  I  ibinkwe  ought  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  maintenance  of  nealth.  It  was  my 
torture  to  have  r  at  disease  and  I  can  speak  from 
expeiier.ee.  I  Doue  tint  ■  o  member  of  this  Board 
mav  suffer  as  I  suffered.  1  have  labored  under  ihe 
impression  that  the  Board  of  Hea'tb  have  abso- 
lute power  in  everything  appertaining  to  health, 
aDd  I  doubr  wbetnei  we  c"ul  i  th  »ait  them  by  toe 
passage  ot  this  order.  Would  such  an  order  be 
operative?  That  is  my  point.  Th°  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  gives  us  to  uadeistand  tbat  no 
other  place  can  be  provided  for  tbese  boys,  and 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  cntirms  tbe  necessity 
tor-  a  change.  I  certainly  oo  cot  wait  to  vote 
again-t  the  order  if  the  remedy  is  to  be  orovidea ; 
but  I  have  some  doubt  «  hether  we  can  take  that 
buil  nng  from  the  Board  of.  Health. 

Aldennan  O'Brien — I  have  inquired  a  little  irito 
the  point  raised  by  the  Alderman  irnui  the  Bunker 
Hill  District,  and  from  a-  authority  that  is  recog- 
nizee; in  tois  b&il  I  unde-stand  that  we  can  raEe 
the  Marcella-*tieet  Hospital  from  the  Board  of 
Health  woen  tbcre  ar-  no  cases  of  smilipox  in  it. 
If  there  was  a  patient  in  it  they  cculd  refuse  to 
deliver  it  up  to  us. 

Alderman  Pow-r  in  tbe  chair. 

Alderman  Clark — I  fully  concur  with  every  word 
that  has  been  said  in  r-gard  to  the  importance  cf 
raking  'he  truant  children  from  Deer  Island,  and 
I  h  ve  alw  vs  looked  upon  the  keeping  of  tbem 
there  as  a  mistake.  The  associafiuu  with  crim- 
inal 'S  very  bad  and  the  stigma  Ettachei  to  every 
child  sent  t'he.e  should  be  obviated,  if  it  is  io  our 
power  to  do  «o.  Therrfore,  I  am  io  favor,  as  I 
br.ve  be>u  for  a  long  time,  of  seoaiatiig  those 
who  are  sent  there  for  trivial  offences 
from  those  nho  are  guilty  of  crime,  and  I 
bave  no  doubt  that  such  an  arrargement 
can  be  made  very  speedily  without  de.rivii  g  the 
Board  of  Health  of  an  institution  that  has  i  one 
our  city  such  good  service.  Before,  taki  a  from 
the  Board  of  Health  the  building  whien  we  gave 
them,  and  « Inch  tae  Alderman  fiom  Ward8w»S 
instrumental  in  g'ving them  two  years  ago,  within 
two  days  after  he  loos  oris  seat  in  this  Board,  I  be- 
lieve it  should  be  our  first  dufv  to  provide  them 
witn  another  hospital,  so  that  wh  the  we  have 
ten  cases  of  smaUPOS  or  one.  they  svill  have  a 
place  upon  d-y  land  where  those  who  are  strickea 
down  with  this  dreadful  disease  can  be  sent.  We 
have  a  place  iu  tne  West  Roxbury  District  for 
which  we  paid  $75,000,  and  -it"  was  bought 
for  the  special  purpose  of  taking  care 
of  the  pior  andjof  "selected  children,  Wuv  not  put 
that  building  in  order  and  send  these  truant  and 
vagrant  children  to  the  Austin  farm?  It  can  oe 
done  at  ales  expense  than  you  propose  for  the 
arte i  t'cii  of  th  Marc  ila-stre-i  Hospital,  You 
can  s-nd  all  these  children  there,  and  all  tlie  poor 
besides.  There  a- e  between  fifty  and  stxt\  aces 
of  land  onthe  Anstiu  farm,  aod  why  not  u  e  u 
for  tbis  purpose,  instead  ot  taku.e  the  MareeUa- 
street  Ho-nunl?  ThSOVtizenES  of  Roxluiry  (tout 
want  this  in^ttutton  permanently  established  it 
their  midst,  and  .be  Aloennau  from  Ward  15 
would  u't  vote  m  it  if  he  believed  it  was  to  be 
main  tail  ed  for  more  than  a  yeai  oi  so.  The  most 
proner  thing  to  do  is  to  make  an  addition  to  tue 
buildings  on  toe  Au  tin  farm  and  send 
tnese  children  there,  but,  undei stand  mo. 
Mr.  Chiiiman,  I  thinn  that  not  a  sin- 
gle hour  should  be  delayed  before  yon  sho  hi 
separate  these  truant  chiiurei  from  the  criminals 
at  Dear  Island.  Now,  in  regard  to  Gal  loupe's 
Island  as  a  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital.  Every 
member  knows  the  outcry  that  was  maee  against 
li ;  and  if  I  am  not  niistak'-u,  the  Alderman"  from 
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tbs  Fifteenth  Ward,  or  rather  the  paper  which  is 
under  bis  control,  advocated  the  establishment  of 
a  smallpox  hospital  upon  dry  land.  1  believe 
the  Traveller,  as  well  as  every  other  journal  in 
il.e  city,  advocated  the  establishment  of  tbe 
Board  of  Health,  which,  1  believe,  ha*  done  a 
great  deal  to  ureseive  the  health  of  the  city. 
Although  at  cbe  time  I  was  opposed  to  tte 
taking  of  the  Mareella-smet  Hospital.  I  be- 
lieve it  saved  tbe  lives  of  many  people  la  this  city, 
among  «hooi  was  one  of  the  asiest  judges  wto 
si i  on  the  Supreme  bench  todav.  I  believe  that 
had  it  not  bee  taken,  Judge  Coir's  life  would  not 
have  been  saved,  for  he  was  too  sick  to  be  carried 
to  Gallop's  lslard.  Tha  establishment  of  the 
Swett  and  Maicella-street  hospitals  saved  tbe 
lives  of  hundreds.  Now,  Mi.  Chairman,  -bat  do 
we  havr  a  B'aid  or  Health  ad  a  City  Physician 
and  a  City  Solicitor  for?  In  legal  matters  we  are 
governed  by  the  advice  of  the  City  Solicitor;  we 
go  to  him  and  we  follow  his  advice.  We  hav«  a 
Boar  i  of  Health,  upon  ■>  bicn  is  an  aule  physician, 
specially  skilful  in  tin  treatment  of  this  i  is- a  e, 
in  which  bo  has  successfully  pr  ictisedhoth  at  Gal- 
lop's Island  and  upon  the  mainland.  And,  sir, 
we  have  an  able  City  Physician.  Tne  opin- 
ion of  „he  Board  of  Health  and  City  Phvsi  ian 
was  tnat  the  city  should  maintain  a  hospital  tor 
the  t.eat^eat  ot  smallpox  witoin  tbe  city  limits, 
because  it  is  dauge  ons  to  send  a  great,  many 
eases  to  the  lsl-ud  uuring  the  winter.  We  Un  w 
that  smallpox  rages  in  cold  weather;  ?nd  we  also 
know  tnat  at  ti'nes  ouriDg  the  winter  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  get  the  Samuel  Liitl*  or  any 
other  steamer  up  to  the  wharf  at  Gallop's  Isl- 
and. What  was  to  be  done  wi  h  the  patients  des- 
ti  ed  tor  the  island?  Leave  them  about  tie 
wh  it,  as  we  used  to  do,  and  as  I  have  heard  the 
Alderman  from  Wi-rd  8  "ay  he  has  s  en  them, 
when  at  vocacing  th- est  blishmeiiG  of  this  hospi- 
tal? I  believe  that  was  inhuman  an  crur- 
is U;  and  I  hope  uever  to  see  it  repeated 
here  agaiu.  Jt'uitbermo'e,  it  was  not  only 
thaopir.ion  of  the  Boa>d  of  Health,  but  ot  taree- 
quarters  of  the  practising  physicians  of  this  city, 
thai  a  smallpox  hospital  should  be  m  ktaioed 
upon  dry  land,  where  patients  cao  be  taken  <»iih- 
out  being  caited  all  over  the  city  and  then  hoi -ted 
b 7  a  block  and  tackle  from  the  stealer  to  the 
wharf,  as  has  been  done  mar  y  times.  I<  there 
evei  wa?  any  inhumanity  id  the  woild  I  believe  it 
was  in  the  way  we  us>d  to  treat  the  smallpox 
pat'enrs  that,  weie  taken  down  to  Gallon's 
Island.  Furthermore,  I  believe  the  point  raised 
by  the  Alderman  from  the  Char'.estown  District  is 
a  good  one,— rhat  *e  cannot  take  this  hospital 
from  the  Board  of  Health.  They  took  it  aid  they 
had  a  rigbr  to  do  so;  they  have  possession  of  it, 
and  I  don't  believe  we  can  take  it  away  from 
their ;  and  if  we  do,  they  will  have 
the  right-  to  take  it  back  again  to- 
morrow. I  was  ooposed  to  taki'  g  that 
building,  because  I  believed  we  had  ample  hospi- 
tal accommoda  ions  for  a  smallpox  hospital  at 
Swett  street.  But  I  was  overr  led,  sndths  Swett- 
street  Ho  pital  has  been  abandoned  and  theyre- 
lainthe  Marcella  street  Hospital.  There  is  not  a 
i ear  but  we  have  some  cases  ol  smallpox;  but 
thanks  to  the  vijilaDce  of  the  Board  of  Health  we 
have  not  had  an  epir  emic  lately,  and  I  tiust  we 
rjever  shad  ?.;ain.  But  the  di^ase  is  prevailing 
to  an  alarming  extent  m  Brooklyn,  and  it  is  n't 
impossible  tor  it  to  come  here.  If  it  ooes.it 
wouli  n't  bea»  eek  befoie  all  tiie  press,  the  Trav- 
eller i-  eluded,  would  be  aavocating  tbe  purchase 
of  a  site  for  a  smallpox  hospital  within  the  city 
limits — and  very  justly,  too.  My  idea.  Mr.  Chair- 
nan,  is  to  proceed  at  o  ce  to  pro  vice  accorr  ino- 
dations  upon  the  Austin  farm  tor  the  receptioa 
uf  the  truantfcaildren  at  Deer  Isla'  d  and  make 
ttiem  permaient,  aid  also  prepare  accom- 
modations there  for  a  good  many  ot  the  asred  and 
infirm  poor  who  are  at  the  island.  I  believe  that 
can  be  done  at,  an  expc;-  se  not  exceeding  the  sum 
asked  for  to  change  the  Marceila-street  Hospiial 
lo  a  truant  school,  and  should  recommem  the 
passage  of  an  order  appropriating  a  certain 
amount  for  toese  improve aients  at  th°  Aus  in 
farm  iinaier  iaiel* .  I  don't  -  ish  to  be  understood 
as  opposing  any  measure  looking  to  the  separa- 
lion  of  these  cbilden-  and  it  we  had  n't  this  place 
on  the  AustiD  rarm  I  might  uossibiy  be  in  favor 
ot  taking  tbe  Marce.la-st  eet  Hospital  at  once,  in- 
asmuch as  theie  are  no  cases  ot  s  >  allpox  there. 
But  I  think  we  can  make  the  Austin  fat  in  squat 
to  the  Mareella-sneet  Hospital  for  $10,000.  and  fit 
to  be  use  1  by  these  children  foi  all  lime. 
Aldeiman  O'Biieu— It  would   appear  from  the 


remark  made  that  the  Marcella- 'treet  Hospital  is 
in  an  isolated  place,  and  that  it  is  ifce  only  Uace 
where  smallpox  patients  can  be  treat-d.  What 
are  the  facts  in  the  case?  It  is  within  iwo  or 
three  hnntred  feet  of  a  large  acaiemy  for  young 
ladies,  and  the  location  of  the  hospital  mere  has 
beeo  tha  chief  cause  of  scattering  one  or  twohun- 
cred  scholars.  Itiswimio  a  few  hundred  feet  of 
numerous  i  mall  dwellings  whose  i  mates  have 
been  living  in  dread  lor  tv  o  years  because  of  nav- 
ing  tt'lo  ho9pit  .1  m  close  proximity  to  them.  The 
location  of  the  hospital  there,  you  might  sav, 
scattered  one  of  the  most  distinguished  faa.ibes 
in  the  Highlands— that  of  ex-May  >r  R,:tcbie,  «  ho 
never  got  over  ihs  effects  of  it.  It  has  always 
been  a  nuisance  iu  the  neigbbo.hood ;  and 
it  the  gentleman  will  search  tbe  records  he 
will  find  that  ex-Mayor  Pi  urns  and  the 
Committee  on  Heal  h  promi  ed  that  as  soon 
as  the  epidemic  ceased  it  hould  be  giv  n  up. 
But  toe  Board  of  Health  hold  on  to  it,  and  I  think 
the  piesent  is  the  mos'  favorable  time  for  taking 
it  from  their  charge.  I  hope  tbe  first  order  will 
pass,  ano  1  am  in  favor  ot  the  second  oider,which 
will  olace  the  responsibility  of  locating  a  hospital 
with  the  Board  of  Health  aid  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
Tbe  Board  of  Health  have  oower  now  to  take  my 
house,  or  the  house  of  any  i.thei  Alderman,  ai  d 
make  a  smallpox  hospitsl  ot  it.  What  risk  do 
we  run  by  passing  tnis  majority  or  Jet  ?  None 
whatever,  because  the  power  still  remains  for 
them  to  fix  a  smallpox  bosttil  i.i  auv  locality 
thev  see  fit,  and  they  can  do  it  v. ithin  twenty  lour 
houis.  I  believe  we  ought  to  pas*  boh  rbe:  e  or- 
ders. By  massing  the  majority  order  we  ielieve  the 
neighborhood  of  a  nuisaac,  and  give  a  plpasani 
home  to  .  hosehovs  who  have  committed  oo  offence 
exceDt  tha  su'rll  on>-  of  trua;  cy.  ann  place  the  re- 
sponsibility of  finding  a  smallpox  hospital  unou 
the  Committee  on  Healto,  ihe  Bo-rdof  Health, 
with  ^he  approval  of  ois  Honor  the  Mayor.  If 
that  does  o  t  give  tnem  po  er  enough,  1  don't  see 
how  we  can  tix  tbe  matter  uiffere  tly. 

Ald.rman  Clark  The  Board  of  Health  do  not 
ha' g  on  t"  th*s  building.  A  year  ago  they  askea 
to  be  '  t-lieved  of  it,  but  they  wanted  another  place 
provided  for  as ual  poz  hospital.  Two  years  aul 
a  half  ago  they  asked  to  be  relieved  o*  it,  a<  d  to 
have  another  place  provided  tb>t  woulo  be  less 
expensive  to  n^aiatain.  The  City  Government  has 
not  vet  provided  that  other  place,  and,  as  the  cus- 
todians ot  the  healtn  of  this  city,  they  don't  be- 
lieve it  to  be  right  to  give  up  this  building  till  an- 
other place  is  provided  for  mem.  Nor  would  it 
be  right  to-  hem  to  do  jo. 

Alderman  Burrage-Do  they  oopose  giving  it 
up? 

Alderman  Clark — Undoubtedly  they  oppo-e  giv- 
ing up  the  smallpox  hospital  until  some  other 
pla"e  has  been  provided,  •  o  that  in  case  the  small- 
pox breaks  out  at  the  Tremonr,  Revere,  o  a>  y 
other  house,  tcev  can  at  once  take  the  patient  to 
a  proper  place  f  r  tieatment.  and  secluded  from 
other  houses.  I  do  rot  believe  the  people 
in  the  vicinity  of  Marcella  street  want  this 
truant  lusrutioo  permanently  located  thrie; 
and  why  not  go  to  the  Austin  farm  and  fit  it  up? 
and  then  let  the  coaim.itt.ee  purchase  a  site  for  a 
smalioox  hospi'al.  It  is  easy  to  fit  c  a  suitable 
place  for  a  gr>  at  deal  less  that  §25,000,  an  i  it  is 
not  necessary  to  spend  tha'  sum  sin  ply  to  r'd  one 
rjfighboihoob  of  a  smallpox  hospital.  It  the  most 
judicious  thing  to  oo  is  co  Dlace  the  boys  ther« 
permanently,  let  the  committee  to  to  work  this 
week  and  buy  another  place  for  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital, and  then  take  it.  But  I  don't  believe  it  is 
our  dutv  to  stann  here  ano  advocate  ,he  taking  of 
Gal'oupe's  Island  ano  no  other  place  for  a  bo- 
pital.  It  is  inhuman,  and  it  would  be  considered 
so  by  ninety  per  cent,  of  tbe  citizens  f  Boston,  if 
the  epi  :  emic  was  raging  here  at  one  half  the  ex- 
tent ir  wao  three  years  ago. 

Altierman  Hanis — That  is  true. 

Alderman  Burrage— How  many  buildtues  are 
there  on  tbe  Aosun  farm?  and  would  it  not  be 
era  ;ticable  to  take  one  of  them  lor  a  smalioox 
hospital,  if  i*  is  moved  on  one  side  of  the  place  ? 

Alderman  Clark — I  should  thi»k  it  would  not  be 
judicious  to  erest  a  smallpox  bosoital  there  if  you 
propose  to  use  it  for  a  Home,  for  the  Poor  or  an 
institution  of  Cois  kinu.  I  doo't  think  peoule  hav- 
ing friend- there  would  feel  sa'e.  There  are  fifty 
acies  of  land,  and  the  city  should  be  deriving 
someb'nefit  from  owning  this  pioperty.  In  my 
opinion  there  is  ro  way  it  can  be  used  better  than 
as  a  tome  for  ihese  boya.  Ev-rybody  knows  it 
has  aovantages  ovei  the  o  lie'-  place,  and  tbe 
boys  will  have  fine   opportunities    for   enjoying 
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themselves.  It  seems  to  me  tbat  tbe  most  wise 
aiicl  judicious  thing  to  do  is  to  rosvke  the  expendi- 
ture upon  the  builomg.  There  is  a  large  house, 
which  was  good  enough  for  Mr.  Artbui  W.  Austin 
to  spend  his  summers  in  tor  many  year,-,  ana  a 
hvga  barn  and  outbuildings.  An  a  iditiou  could  be 
maue  to  the  d  welling  bouse  for  13SS  than  is  pro- 
posed to  be  spent  on  tbis  hospital,  audit  would 
accommodate  i  very  large  number  of  boys.  I 
haven't  tbe  slightest  idea  how  many bovs  there 
are  at  tbe  idaad  for  juvenile  offences:  but  I  know 
that  an  arrangement  could  be  mad?  for  taking 
care  of  thsm  at  the  Austin  farm. 

Aldeimaa  Stebbms— I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
two  or  three  points.  We  seem  to  be  m  accord  as 
to  the  expediency  of  removing  'bss^  boys  from 
Deer  Island,  so  the' e  need  be  do  dtscasnon  upon 
that.  The  second  point  is,  where  is  the  best 
place  for  them?  To  my  <nmd  the  suggestion 
of  the  (Llderonat)  from  ward  6  is  haidly 
practicable.  The  buil  iings  at  the  Austin 
faim  cannot  be  altered  over  so  as  lo  accorn- 
mo  i  ate  the  boys  to  any  advantage.  The  budding 
is  old  and  If  rg<»  aiiid  could  not  be  altered  duraig 
the  w.nter  rnoi  ths.  Besides,  it  would  require  a 
large  accessory  force  to  letaio  the  boys  in  th-  in- 
stitution The  Marcel'a-stieet  buildi  g  has  ad- 
vantages which  tne  Mistn  farm  has  not.  It  is 
a  large  bnck  building,  sutnuoded  by  a  high 
fence,  w.tb  small  rooms,  ready  for  occupancy,  and 
tbe  boys  can  be  transferred  there  at  once  without 
any  delay.  In  >egaro  to  a  site  tor  a  smallpox  hos- 
pital, if  the  amendment  I  have  offered  is  adopted, 
it  will  place  the  r-=ponsibility  where  it  belongs. 
The  Board  of  Health  can  retain  Galloupe'sl-land, 
or,  with  the  approval  of  die  Mayor,  they  can  pur- 
chase anotbei  site,  which  will  take  it  entirely  out 
of  the  oands  of  the  present  City  Government, 
wsieb  is  about to  expire.  Nocommittee  wouldltave 
time  to  mate  a  purchase,  and  a  new  committee 
would  hirdly  be  prepared  to  select  a  sua  befoie 
next  summer,  and  meantime  tbe  whole  thing  is  re- 
tained in  the  hands  of  the  Government  for  a  y^ar. 
T'.te  passage  of  the  first  order  will  s  cure  the  boys 
a  home  at  once,  and  tbe  passage  of  the  second  or- 
der, wirh  my  amendment  will  place  the  responsi- 
bility ot  selecting  a  location  upon  th-  Bo?,rd  of 
Health,  where  it  b  longs.  I  think  tbe  point  raised 
by  the  Alderman  from  Charlestown  is  a  gooo  o^e. 
It  seems  to  me,  by  the  leading  of  the  -tatute,  that 
thev  have  power  to  retail  the  builoing.  There- 
fr  re  I  offer  my  amendment  that  tnere  mav  be  no 
excuae  for  delay.  If  it  passes,  the  Board  of  Health 
can  giacefullv  yielo  and  select  another  site.  The 
stacut"  see u:s  to  re  very  cear,  giving  them  com- 
plete control  over  the  building  eveu  it  there  be  i  o 
case  of  eontagious  disease  in  ir,. 

Alderman  Claris  —I  hall  vote  for  the  passage  of 
the  first  oroet  in  an  a  aeoded  fo  in,  so  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Building*  shall  be  author* 
izeo  to  tit  up  a  building  on  the  Austin  farm, 
ownso  by  the  city.  That  would  be  the  most  ju  1- 
cious  course  to  pursue,  tot  »e  would  then  have  a 
permanent  home  for  these  cbiloreu.aud  whenever 
the  city  is  in  a  conditio*)  to  speod  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  dollats  for  a  Home  for  the  Poor 
it  will  tot  interfere  «ith  this  one,  for,  doubtless, 
it  vitl  not  be  located  upoi.  th?  site  of  the  preseat 
building.  You  wnl'not  have  a  permanent  charita- 
ble institution  established  oat  in  Kox bury,  to  the 
injury  of  real  estate  in  tbe  neignbot  bood;  and 
you  will  not  have  to  take  this  institution  irom  the 
Board  of  Health  before  you  give  them  anothtr.j 

Alderman  Worthing  ton— The  Alderman  seems 
to  lose  sight  <>f  the  fact  that  if  we  take  possession 
of  this  hosbital  the  Board  of  Health  can  take  any 
vacant  building  they  cboore,  and  make  a  hospital 
in  an  hour.  There  are  h o use «  enough  iu  any  of 
tbesubutban  rtistncts  that  thevcan  make  i  hos- 
pital of.  All  they  lecruir"  is  a  bou«e  with  four 
to  uns.  We  found  a  place  tbat  met  with  then' 
heartv  approval  that  we  could  have  purchased  for 
814,000,  and  no  uing  would  have  to  be  done  to  it. 
They  can  take  that  place  tooay,  and  if  there  is  a 
case  of  smallpox  tomorrow  ihey  can  remov  it  to 
that  house  anal  estatlish  a  smallpox  hospital 
there.  It  is  000  feet  from  the  street,  but  w.ien  we 
came  to  purchase  it  the  residents  ail  arouud  it  re- 
mo'  stiated.  Bur,  the  Boara  of  Health  can  tsee  it 
as  thev  did  the  Marcella-stieet  Hospital.  I  should 
think  that  the  p1  ople  of  the  High  ands  would  pre- 
fer to  have  a  truant  school  there,  rather  than  a 
smallpox  hospital.  Thev  will  claim  a  reduction  in 
their  taxes  on  account  of  ;ts  oeing  located  there. 

Alderman  Steobins — They  have  done  so  alieadv. 

Alderman  Woithiigton— Then  it  is  a  just  and 
trueclaiUL.  If  a  einallpox  hospital  is  established 
anywhere  in  a  populous  neigbborhoo  i  the  people 


have  a  right  to  claim  damages  to  their  vrooertv; 
and  if  thev  &>  e  Damaged  they  have  a  right  to  a  re- 
duction of  their  taxes.  As  a  distinguished  gen- 
tleman said  to  me  the  otberday,"Go  or,  and  spend 
your  §10.000  for  a  curb  and  fence  around  tue  com- 
mon. But  the  oeople  will  rise  a_o  take  down  the 
Tence,  and  before  you  koow  it  they  will  ran  2, 
street  through  that  Common."  And  let  me  rell 
vou.  the  oeople  a  ooreciate  these  taxes.  You  will 
hear  from  them  yet.  And  it  is  just  so  in  regard 
to  the  hospial.  People  object  to  paying  taxes 
after  tbe  aeprecia'ioa  in  their  property  caused  by 
the  establishment  of  that  hospital,  It  is  one  ox 
the  heaviest  bi'ls  of  expense  to  the  city  today. 

A)o?rnan  Clark— Would  it  not  depreciate  prop- 
erty in  any  cb-r  section  of  tbe  city  if  the  Board 
of  Health  should  take  another  building?  There  is 
an  empty  house  opposite  tbat  of  t^e  Aldennan 
wotch  «ould  mak-  a  good  hospital.  It  is  all  fust- 
rate  to  talk  about  this,  but  n  jbodv  tabes  any  stock 
in  ic.  !  here  are  many  e  npty  stores  and  louses  id 
the  city— 1  am  sorrv  to  say  so— but  it  is  n't  ao  easy 
matte i  for  the  Board  of  He  lth  to  fi  d  an  empty- 
house  tbat  the.  can  rrakea  hospital  ct  tor  the 
soace  or  a  week  or  tbrr  e  months  or  a  y.;ar,  as  oc- 
casion may  require.  The  Alderman  from  Ward  15 
is  n't  going  to  rest  easy  if  he  ksows  a  soiailpox 
hospital  is  to  be  located  next  door.  Itisa'tan 
easy  matter  to  rind  an  isolated  building  suitable 
for  the  purpo-e.  It  is  no  argument  to  say  that 
because  the  Board  of  Health  can  take  auv  build- 
ing the.y  must  give  up  the  one  used  for  this 
purpose  and  tak-  tbeir  chances  of  finding 
another.  It  mac  be  tbat  the  taxpayers  are 
opposed  to  the  Board  of  Health  taki  g  aoy 
precautionary  measures  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  smallpox;  but  if  I  re  nemoi  r  angor,  in 
1871  the  people  rose  en  mas- e  and  demanded  tbe 
establishment  nf  a  Board  of  Heal  th  to  look  after 
tbe  disea  e.  They  obtained  tbe  board,  the  dis- 
ease was  suppressed  and  Ins  not  made  its  appear- 
ance again  to  any  great  extent.  Tne  Bnard  of 
Aloermsn  did  a  great  dejl  toward  suppressing  th$ 
smallpox  befote  the  establishment  of  a  Boaru  of 
Health;  but  the  peosle  demanded  the  B.iard  of 
Health.  I  believe  it  has  done  a  good  work,  and  »s 
doing  a  gooi  work  today.  1  acu't  believe  many 
menib-raot  this  boaid  wish  to  see  that  boarj. 
abolished. 

Alderman  Wnr^hington — I  agree  wi'i)  the  gen- 
tleman thj.t  it  woulc  be  vety  hard  to  take  a  house 
in  any  vicinity;  but  what  ate  we  doing  ail  the 
tim  but  keeping  sucb  a  bouse  within  a  few  hun- 
dred feet  of  a  young  ladies'  school.  The  c.se  is 
as  nam  as  the  one  the  gentleman  pictuies.  We 
desire  to  get  rid  of  it.  Itak^tne  case  as  he  pet 
it,  and  ne  stated  it  rigDt.  I  hav- been  obliged  to 
sltep  in  the  vicinity  o1  tbat  hospital  for  two  y sal  s 
and  a  half.  Such  an  institution  a-  he  describes 
tas  been  within  300  feet  of  mv  house.  We  desire 
to  get  rid  of  it.  Isaidws  coold  go  out  of  to  n 
and  fi  d  a  house  a*a>  from  any  othei  house;  but 
the  point  we  make  here  tonight  is  we  don't  need 
it  at  all. 

Aide  <n<V)  Clark — The  gentleman  worked  all 
last  year,  bac  ed  up  with  an  appropriation  of 
§25,000,  >.nd  be  could  not  find  a  place.  I  coute  id 
that  a  suitable  place  shoul  i  be  secured  for 
such  an  institution  befoie  the  B.>ard  of  Health 
are  required  to  give  up  the  hospital.  I  have 
g  eat  cvmuathy  for  tne  citiz  ns  of  that  neighbor- 
hood, and  thev  should  bt  relieved  of  this  nuts- 
acce.  I  don't  wish  to  maintain  that  institution 
there,  but  I  wish  to  have  auoth°r  lot  purchased, 
(ialloupes  Island  mav  be  a  good  place  when  yon 
get  there,  but  the  trouble  is  in  getting  patients 
there. 

Aloerman  O'Brien— If  the  Alderman  fron  Ward 
6  thought  it  was  iujurious  to  locate  tu-  ho-pitil 
there,  how  can  he  argue  in  favoi^if  keeping  it 
there?  The  City  Couucil  tried  to  get  it  out  of 
theii  hands,  but  have  tailed  to  do  so  in  every  in- 
stance. If  w-  do  not  adopt  .the  piese  >t  orders 
and  i  i«e  it  awav  iioni  them,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  they  win  hold  it  for  a  other  geneiation.  I 
don't  thi  rtk  his  art  umeot  is  a  good  out . 

Alderman  Clark1— I  opposed  it  because  we  had 
what  seemed  to  be  suitable  accommodations  upon 
S«ett  street,  fitted  up  at  large  expense.  I  be- 
lieved those  accommodations  all  that  wore  nee  s- 
saiv.  and  I  was  opposed  to  the  takine  of  the  ,Mar- 
cella-street buildice.  Kut  I  was  overruled,  and 
we  have  no  hospital  on  Swett  street  today. 

AldeimanWorihi  gton^We  have  one  tii  Charies- 
tt>i>'n. 

Alderman  C'ark— I  "nil  vote  for  an  order  to  in- 
stinct the  committee  to  lepoit  a  site  at  .he  text 
meeting  of  this  Hoard  ana  iclitve    the  citizens  of 
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this  incubus.  I  am  willing  to  go  so  far  as  that.  I 
am  not  desirous  of  maintaining  that  nstnution  out 
there.  I  didn't  think  there  was  any  occasiou  10 
put  it  there,  but  lr,  is  tbe  01  ly  place  we  iiave  today 
to  lie  use'l  m  case  of  an  emergency,  unless  the 
Committee  on  Health  will  make  arrangements 
for  taking  the  building  at  Cbarlestown.  I  was  u't 
aware  they  had  one  there. 

Alderman  Hai  •  i>. — It  would  accommodate  twelve 
patients. 

Alderman  Worthingtoi — That  is  all  sve  .'ant. 

Alderman  Clark— I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  keeping  the  boys  on  Desr 
Island,  and  that  1  am  in  favor  of  putting  them 
upo  the  Austin  farm.  I  am  in  favor  ot  abandon- 
ing the  Marcella-stieet  Hospital  imrneciately  the 
Committee  on  Health  do  their  duty.  Toat  is  my 
position. 

Alderman  Prescott — The  Alderman  spoke  of  the 
outt  age  perpettated  upon  the  peop'e  residirig  m 
the  vicini'y  of  Marcella  street  by  keeping  the  hos- 
pi'al  there.  1  wish  to  reiterate  that  before  the 
Board  of  Health  had  it  five  months  thoy  reported 
to  the  City  Com  cil  of  Bostou  that  it  should  be 
given  up  for  smal'pcx  purp  'Stss,  and  asked  tha 
city  topr  >vide  another  place.  A  place  was  se- 
lected in  Dorchester,  but  towaics  the  tod  of  the 
year  1873,  the  Board  or  Alderni:n,  on  account  of 
certain  parlies  being  interested  in  the  ourchase, 
refrsed  to  iatirv  the  selection.  The  Aldeimau 
from  Ward  15 said  l<st  year  i;  tbey  would  only 
give  the  Committee  on  Health  full  author- 
ity t  >  purchase  a  place,  he  knew  of 
one  that  coul. i  be  secured  st  once.  But 
nothi' g  has  beeo  done.  In  1875,  the  Boa.d 
ot  Health  again  called  a'tention  to  the 
fact  that  they  aid  n't  nesire  to  keep  the  Mar- 
cella-street  Hospital ;  hut  nevertheless  nothing 
was  done.  When  this  matter  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  they  asked  tbe 
Board  of  Health,  and  one  of  lliat  boaid,  himself 
living  at  the  Highlands,  stated  thai  they  were  in 
favor  of  giving  it  up  just  the  instant  the  City 
Council  pi o vide*  another  place.  That  Is  the  <vbole 
thing.  There  is  nothing  to  be  oooe  except  for  the 
City  Council ,  through  the  committee  or  the  Board 
of  Health,  to  purchase  a  place.  I  believe  that  if 
the  Board  of  Health  is  authorized  to  purchase  a 
place,  th^y  would  make  the  purchase  without  de- 
lay. I  cannot  help  thiaking  that  the  Committee 
on  Health  of  la»t  tear  were  not  very  enthusiastic 
in  pui chasing  a  *ite. 

Aloerman  Worthington— I  desire  to  correct  the 
gentleman.  Tne  committee  werc  enthusiastic; 
but  we  could  not  find  the  first  place  that  we  woald 
be  permitted  to  purchase.  The  Alderman  is  not 
justified  in  his  remark. 

Aloerman  Pre  cott— Tbe  Alderman  from  "Ward 
12  consiceieo  it  a  wast*  o'' money. 

Akleunan  Worthington — Th»  Alderman  from 
Ward  12  stated  chat  they  endeavo/ed  10  purchase 
one;  but  the  result  of  our  investigations  was  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  the 
expenditvue  was  not  called  for,  when  there  was  so 
good  a  place  at  Gallop's  Island. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  move  to  '.mend  the  first 
erder  by  inserting  the  words,  "as  soon  as  another 
smallpox  hospital  is  provided." 

Aldeimaa  Claik  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  first  older  in  the  form  o£  a 
substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions surrender  to  the  use  of  the  City  Council  a 
suitable  building  on  the  Austin  farm,  to  be  fitted 
for  accommodation  of  the  truant  and  vagrant 
child  ten  now  at  Deer  Island. 

Ouieieo,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  directed  to  make  such  alterations  and  re- 
pairs  on  the  building  thus  sur.endered  to  tbe  City 
Council  as  in  a?  be  lequired,  etc. 

Alderman  Wotthington — It  is  the  intention  of 
the  Directors  for  Public  institutions  to  ask  for 
that  c'ace  lot  a  Wonie  for  old  and  infirm  ladies, 
and  tnere  is  no  note  room  than  is  necessary  for 
them.  Thei«  are  127  truant  and  sixty  vagrant 
childrer,  and  tbey  could  rot  be  accommodated  in 
tbe  faimhouse  without  additiocal  room,  which 
would  cost  mor-  thau  $10,000,  and  perhaps  $20,000 
or  $30,000. 

Alderman  Clark— This  farm  was  bought  for  the 
express  purpose  of  a  home  tor  the  poor  aad  for 
neglected  children.  The  monev  was  appropriated 
for  that  purpose  and  no  other,— the  poora^d  the 
children  who  ate  mingling  with  thieves  and  pick- 
pockets todav  at  Deer  lslan  '.  This  f  10,000  will  put 
these  buildings  in  a  condition  to  take  care  of 
those  unfortunate  children  and  the  pool  of  the 
city. 


Alderman  Clark  i->  the  chair. 

Alneiman  5-ower — The  other  side  of  th'rt  ques- 
tion s.ems  to  havegaimda  little  pi estige  from 
the  f»ct  fiat  ..bis  Board  has  labored  under  an  en- 
tirely erroneous  impression.  This  City  (iovern- 
nie  t  never  votid  to  take  the  Marcella  street 
bunding  for  a  hospital,  and  it  never  could  be  got 
to  vi  te  for  ii.  That  goes  to  show  that  toe  Board 
of  Hea  th  tu.ve  already  exercised  a  pow.=r  thai  tbey 
hivei'f  taki' g  any  placs  that  they  see  fir.  They 
nevei  got  the  consent  of  rhis  Government  to 
take  it.  It  was  tried  here  on  two  or  three  occa- 
sions, and  was  a' ways  voted  uown.  They  took  it 
under  the  power  they  have;  and  having  dole  so, 
tbey  can  do  it  again  if  a  necessity  arise-  for  it. 
Some  genileinsn  always  take  occasion  to  eulogize 
the  Board  of  H-alth.  I  oon't  wish  to  detract 
from  their  ability.  They  have  dote  as  well  as 
three  men  entirely  ignorant  of  a  department 
could  Jo,  though  Mr.  Dm  gin  had  a  little  experi- 
ence as  physi  ian  at  Deer  Island.  But  I  take  it 
that  any  three  men  of  ordinary  intelligence  could 
learn  a- much  as  they  have  learned  in  the  short 
space  oi  three  yea  s;  and  I  am  willicg  to  concede 
that  they  know  just  so  much.  Tne  Board  of  Al- 
Q'trmeu  diove  out  the  smallpox  before  the  Board 
ol  Health  was  established  by  vaccK  atmer  the 
whole  city.  1  defy  the  Board  of  Health  to  show 
that  ihere  have  been  more  oeaihs  id  propor- 
tion at  Gallop's  island  than  at  Marcella 
street.  When  they  took  toe  Marcella-street 
building  tbey  took  patieuts  ,'rom  rhe  other  hos- 
pitals to  put  into  it.  It  was  a  grand  joupd'etit 
to  get  possession  ol  the  building.  But  we  have 
another  great  nuisance  that  we  should  waste  a 
moment  in  abolishing.  There  is  vo  danger  of  the 
smallpox  now;  but  this  evil  goes  on.  Tnese  chil- 
dren are  bei  ig  contaminaled  and  mined  in  char- 
acter. They  go  out  with  a  blot  upon  cneir  names. 
It  is  a  thing  I  have  felt  ahamed  of  ever  since  I 
came  here.  The  Aurcio  faim  was  purchased  for 
a  home  for  the  poor,  ami  the  citvetots  conrem- 
pla.te  taking  tne  budding  for  tbe  old  ladies  at  the 
island,  and  I  nave  expect-d  to  see  some  orders 
come  in  for  it  before  this.  The  MarcHa-street 
building  is  wellaoapted  for  the  school  for  these 
boys.  It  is  row  a  blight  upon  th-  community,  but 
it  woul  i  not  be  viewed  in  that  ligut  by  the  resi- 
dents of  rhe  Highland  District  if  it  is  made 
a  home  for  juvenile  offenders.  As  the  Alder- 
man from  Waro  8  remarked,  this  Government  is 
las-  drawing  to  a  close,  and  if  some  of  the  amend- 
ments are  adopted  they  will  blocK  this  mattei  and 
indefinitely  postpone  any  action,  it  seem*  to  me 
that  hi  amendment  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  is  a  good  one,  as  it  puts  the  whole  power  shere 
it  belongs,  and  I  hope  it  will  prevail. 

Alderrnao  Clark's  amendments  were  rejected — 
yea?  3,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Aldei  men  Claik,  Hans,  Pre-cott— 3. 

Nays — Aldermen  Brgeiow,  Bu^'age,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Quincy,  S  ehbins.  Viies,   Worthington — 8. 

Absent— Alderman  Pope. 

Aloerman  Pr?seott's  amendment  was  rejected — 
yeas  4,  nays  7;  AMermen  Clarir,  Hairis,  Prescott 
and  Quincy  voting  yf  a. 

Alderman  Prescott  troved  that  toe  majority 
or  er  lie  upon  the  table  till  the  minority  order- 
could  be  passed  and  carried  into  effect.  Lost- 
yeas  3,  nays  8;  Aldermen  Hanis,  Ptescott  and 
QuUcy  voting  yea. 

The  majority  order  was  passed  in  concurrence- 
yeas  9,  nays  2;  Ald-rnuen  Prescott  and  Quincy 
vonuf  nay. 

Aliirmao  Scebbins  renewed  his  amendment  to 
tbe  minority  orner. 

Aloerman  Worthington  said  the  Board  must 
take  the  responsibility  for  damages,  let  it  be  lo- 
cated wi  ere  it  may.  He  knew  of  a  dozen  places 
that  would  answer  the  requirements  th  it  could  be 
purchased  for  less  than  $25,000.  , 

Alderman  Power  hoped  the  amendment  would 
prevail,  as  it  would  place  the  responsibility  where 
it  belongs. 

Alderman  Stebbins's  amendmeTjt  was  adopted — 
yeas  9,  nays  2;  Aldermen  Harris  and  vVorthington 
voting  ,  ay;  and  the  order  as, amended  was  passed 
by  the  same  vote— yeas  9,  nays  2.    Sent,  down. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Mast  Boston  Ferries— AA&ercam.  Stebbins  sub- 
mitted a  communication  from  the  Directors  of 
East  Boston  Ferries  representing  that  the  boats 
could  be  run  with  greater  economy  bv  the  divei- 
si<m  of  a  larger  proportion  ot  the  public  team 
travel  from  the  South  to  rhe  North  Feiry,  and  to 
this  end  they  ask  that  Border  street,  leading  from 
the  North  Ferryjto  and  around  Central  squaie,  be 
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paved  early  in  the  coming  vear  wlto  small  granite 
blocks.    Refened  to  the  Committee  od  Pavine. 

Constable's  Bond.  Ths  bono  of  Franklin  T.  Rose, 
constable,  being  presented,  duly  certified,  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

Board  of  Health.  Request  to  transfet  witbiu 
their  appropriation  the  sum  of  $3000,  in  items  as 
follows:  From  "Burial  Grounds"  to  "Evergreen 
Ceneterv,"  $1000;  from  "new  urinals"  to  "public 
urinals,"  $1000;  fiom  "abateojcul  of  nuisances" 
to  "printing,"  $1000.  Referred  to  Joi  t  Commit- 
tee 03  Healtb.    Sent  down. 

School  Committee.  Request  tor  free  drawing; 
roo~. s  for  "West  Roxburv.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Inst/uciion     Sent  down. 

TRANSFERS  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Fiance: 

Suffolk^slreet  District.  Report  on  request  of 
Commlr.tee  od  Northampton-street  Di-trict,  with 
tbefodowiDg: 

Oroerea,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
be  hereby  is  authorized  to  tiausfei  nom  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the"  appropriation  for  Suffolk- 
street  District,  $8500. 

Reao  twice  and  passed — yeas,  11;  nays,  0.  Sent 
down. 

Additionat  Paving  Appi'opriation.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  wnom  was  referred  the  order 
of  the  City  Council,  requestiog  this  commitcee  to 
report  a«  early  as  pricticaole,  whetber  there  are 
any  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  wbicb 
cau  be  transferred  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Pav>ng  Department  and  used  advantageously  by 
thai  department  during  the  present  financial 
year,  would  respectfully  report  that  it  is  not  near 
enough  to  the  close  of  the  financial  year  to  ascer- 
tain what  balances  theie  will  remain  of  appropria- 
tions, or  what  transfers  will  be  needed  for 
actual  wants;  but  your  committee  have 
obtained  permission  from  the  Cochituate 
Water  Board  to  take  from  the  appropriation  for 
Water  Worts  $50,010,  and  from  the  Committee  on 
Ss*eis  from  the  Sewer  Department  appropriation 
$25,000,  which  will  not  be  requiien  by  those  de- 
par  ments  this  financial  ysai ;  and  ynur  commit- 
tee believe  that  said  amount  of  $75,000  can  be  used 
witn  ad  vantage  to  the  city's  interest  by  the  Paving 
Department  tbe  present  financial  year.  They 
therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

For  the  committee. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authoiztd  to  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation tot  Water  Works  $50,000,  and  from  that 
for  Sewers  $25,000,  to  bo  added  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Paving,  etc. 

in  reply  to  a  question  by  AJderonan  Prescott, 
Alderman  Power  explained  that  the  request  did 
not  cotne  fon  the  Committee  oa  Paving,  the 
order  havi eg  originated  in  the  Common  Council. 
It  seems  that  the  Committ-e  i.n  Finance;  deem  it 
expedient  to  employ  an  additional  number  of 
laoorers,  ana  have  reported  the  order.  Ihe  com- 
mitter desire  to  employ  all  the  people  tuey  can, 
and  to  that  end  reduced  the  wages,  that  tbe  city's 
money  may  do  more  good  and  re  icu  a  laiger  num- 
ber of  people. 

Aldermao  Harris  asked  to  have  the  order  lie 
over.  Smce  that  matter  had  bjen  acted  on  by  tbe 
Sewer  Dopaitmeut,  several  petition''  had  come  in, 
and  he  didn't  Know  whether  tuey  could  spare  the 
amount  from  the  aporopiiation  tor  Sewers. 

Tae  order  went  over. 


Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports   from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows : 
Bowling  Alley  licensed— Somerset  Club,  Beacon 

Amusement  Licenses  Gianted— F.  G.  Harding, 
to  exhibit  a  juvenile  opera  troupe  at  Beethoven 

XT-  n 

Dealers  in  Second-hand  Articles  Licensed- 
He'  iv  Koopman,  125  Cross  street;  James  E.  West, 
20  Garden  street;  John  D,  O'Brien,  12  Pearl  plane. 

Inr  Uigence  Offices  Licensed— Margaret  Mitch- 
ell. 156  No.  thamptoo  street. 

Biliaro  License;-  Grauted—  L.  W.  Porter,  565 
Washington  street;  Jobu  G.  Roberts,  1783  Wash- 
ington street;  Peter  J.  Kolb,  Green  street,  Ward 
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Wagon  Liceuses  Granted— F.  A.  Mansfield, 
FielcPs  Corner;  Cnarles  E.  Moore,  94  Meridian 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 


STEAMER  HENRY  MORRISON. 

Alderman  Power  submitter  a  communication 
ftom  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
representing  that  the  sreamer  Henry  Morrison 
had  been  advertised  f  :>r  sale  by  public  auction  on 
the  10th  inst.,  but  as  the  price  offered  was  unsatis- 
factory ,  the  boat  was  not  sold.  Tbe  Dire  ;tois  re- 
quest ie?.  7e  to  i'ispose  of  ihe  steamboat  cy  private 
sale  if  m  their  judgment  they  mav  deem  it  for  tbe 
best  interest  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Power  explained  that  the  highest  bid 
offered  was  $2650,  and  he  had  got  a  person  to  bid 
the  steamer  in  for  the  city  at  $2700,  but  he 
thougnt  she  ought  to  sell  for  more  than  that. 
Parties  are  maki  ginquirus  who  proposp  to  give 
nearer  what  sue  is  worth,  a  d  tbe  Directors  dssiie 
authoiity  to  sell  at  private  sale. 

To  a  question  by  Alderman  Wottbmgton,  Alder- 
man Power  said  the  steamer  ought  to  briog  about 
$5000,  thoug  l  they  might  sell  for  between  $3000 
and  $4000  rather  tlian  pay  ashipkeeperand  wbaif- 
age  during  tbe  winter.  Tbey  do  not  mteud  to 
sell  unless  they  can  get  a  fair  price. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  I'bat  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions  be  authorized  to  sell  at  private 
sale,  for  such  price  as  they  deem  satisfactory,  the 
steamer  Henry  Morr'son,  her  furniture  and  appur- 
tenances; ana  that  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury. 

At  tbe  suggestion  of  Aljeiman  Harris  the  order 
was  ameuded  by  inserting  "af tei  puolic  advertise- 
ment" after  the  word*  "p  ivgte  sale." 

Alderman  Burrage  bad  no  doubt  this  ease  is  all 
right,  but  it  was  clear  that  it  might  be  setting  a 
bad  precedent.  The  o>  ly  safe  way  is  jo  sen  by 
public  auction;  but  that  havicg  failed,  he  pre- 
sumed the  Directors  propose  to  make  a  better 
bargain. 

The  order  as  amended  was  read  twice  and  pass- 
ed.   Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Aldeimau  Harris  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  io  pav  W.  S.  Coidingly  $301  for  damages 
in  widening  Shawmut  avenue.  Reao  t»ice  and 
passed. 

Order  to.  pay  the  heiis  of  B.  F.  Brown  $1500  for 
land  taken  and  all  damages,  ucluoiug  grade 
damages,  occasioned  all  their  estates  on  Bowdom 
street,  by  the  wideaing  of  said  street.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Mary  Brewer  $2024,  beicg  addition- 
al damages  occasioned  the  estate  of  the  heirs  of 
Gardner  Brewer  t"  those  authorized  to  be  paid 
them  y  order  of  this  Board  of  July  12  last,  and 
for  he,  damages,  except  land  damages,  to  said  es- 
tate, caused  by  any  grading  or  bui.ciug  of  walls 
thereon  by  tin-  laying  out  of  Walcen  street 
through  said  estate,  etc..  provided  she  give  a  re- 
lease for  all  damages  and  cotts  in  couseque^ceO'' 
said  grading  and  building  of  walls,  etc. 

Read  once. 

Ordered,  Tbat  m  tbe  settlement  of  damages  for 
laying  out  and  extenoi'  g  Swett  street,  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets  be  authorized  to  nurcnase 
the  laud  and  buildings  o«t>ed  by  William  Haidy, 
on  Sweit  street  and  Doi  Chester  avenue,  it  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $t>000;  -o  be.  charged  tc  the 
appropriation  for  S   ett  Street. 

Read  tuiee  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CONSTABLES'   SALARIES. 

Alderman  Hams  submitted  tbe  follow!'  g  from 
the  Committee  on  County  Accounts: 

East  Boston  Municipal  Court.  Report  recom- 
mending leave  to  withdraw  ou  petition  of  Moses 
P.  Brown  and  Charles  S.  Taster,  constables  of 
the  East  Boston  Municipal  Court,  tor  an  i.  crease 
of  their  salaries.    Accepied. 

South  Boston  Municipal  Court.  Tbe  Com- 
mittee on  County  Accouuts,  to  whom  n  as 
recommitted  the  order  to  establish  the  com- 
pensation of  the  officers  designated  to  attend  the 
sittiugs  of  the  Municipal  Courts  in  ti  o  South  Bos- 
ton and  Brighton  districts,  having  considered  tbe 
subject,  Leg  leave  to  submit  tbe  following  report: 
By 'chapter  216  of  tbe  acts  of  1862,  the  justices  of 
the  Municipal  Court  in  Bostouwere  autuonzed  to 
designate  net  more  than  -six  constables  to  attend 
the  sittings  of  paid  court,  the  offiens  so  desig- 
nated to  jecrive  from  the  City  Treasurer  an  an- 
nual salary  of  $1500.  By  tbe  same  act  the 
Mayor  and  Alde'meu  were  authorized,  noon  the 
request  of  the  Justices  of  the  Municipal  Courts 
thereafter     established     in     ihe    outlying     dis- 
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tncts  t"  designate  one  or  more  officers  to  attend 
the  sittings  of  such  court,  and  to  establish  the 
compensator  which  'hnuld  be  paid  tor  :  uch  ser- 
vice-. Bv  chapter  310  of  the  acts  of  1873  the 
salaries  of  the  constables  attending  the  Central 
Court  were  fixed  at  $1800  per  annum. 

From  time  to  time,  upon  the  lequ-st  of  the 
Justices  of  the  District  Courts,  the  Mayor  and 
Aldenn-n  have  de-ignateo  officers  to  perform  the 
duties  dstiued  by  the  statute  ,  and  have  estab- 
lished their  coal  purgation  w.-  follows: 

Municipal  Counfo-  Southern  Distiiet(Roxbury) 
two  co  lstabies  at  #1500  each. 

Municipal  Cou't,  Ch'«  rlestown  District,  two  con- 
st bles  at  $1200  each. 

Muuicipal  Court,  East  Boston  District,  two  con- 
siables  at  $1020  each. 

Municipal  Court,  South  Bostou  District,  two 
couscaoles  at  $1140  each. 

Municipal  Court  tor  Dorchester  Di  trict,]  one 
constable  at  $1020. 

Municipal  Court  tor  Biiabton  District,  one  con- 
stable at  $1020. 

Municipal  Court  for  West  Roxbury  District,  two 
constaol"  a i  $1020. 

The  courts  in  East  Bo?to<  ,  Sourh  BoHon, 
Bmhtonam  West  R>xbury  were  established  by 
the  Legislature  in  1874,  and  the  salaries  of  ihe  offi- 
cers were  tixeo  before  the  extent  of  ths-ir  duties 
were  kuow  •.  It  is  not  suiprisiog,  theiefore,  that 
after  the  courts  h  d  been  m  operation  some  time, 
the  sal  n°s  ere  fcut  d  to  have  been  unequally 
graced.  A  comparative  statement  of  the  cash  re- 
ceive,! from  fines,  costs  and  fees,  in  the  several 
couis  tor  the  half  yeai  ending  Dec.  31,  1874,  is 
appended  nereto.  It  appeals  from  that  statement 
that  the  officers  of  the  South  Boston  and  Brighton 
courts  receive  considerably  less  for  their  servrces 
than  the  office  s  of  either  of  the  other  courts  in 
this  citv.  In  the  case  of  the  South  Bostou  court 
the  tiispioportion  between  the  salaries  and  the 
duties  is  specially  narked.  If  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  that  court  weie  based  on  the  amount  of 
mo.  ev  received,  they  would,  as  compared  with 
the  salaries  and  receip  ;s  in  the  Central  court,  be 
en tii >ed  to  $2175  each  per  annum;  as  compared 
with  the  Chailestown  court,  $1933  per  annum,  and 
compared  with  the  court  for  th«  Southern  Dis- 
trict, $1863  oer  annum. 

Ihe  committee  are  clearly  of  ooinioo,  there- 
fore, that  tne  salaries  of  the  South  Bo-ton  officers 
should  be  increased  from  $1140  each  per  annum 
to  $1500.  and  thai,  the  salary  of  the  Brighton  officer 
should  be  increased  froou  $1020  per  am  utu  to 
$1200;  and  they  would  accordii  gly  report  Dack 
the  oi  ler  which  was  recommitted  to  them  ana  re- 
commend its  passage. 

For  the  committee. 

Thomas  B.  Harris, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  on -and  after  April  1,1875.  and 
until  otherw^e  odered,  the  compensation  ot  the 
two  officers  designated  to  attend  the  si 'tings  of 
the  Muuicipal  Court  for  the  South  Boston  Dis- 
trict, as  provided  by  section  14,  chapt-r216,  of  the 
acts  df  the  year  1862,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $1500 
•ach  per  annum;  also  that  the  compensation  of 
the  one  officer  designated  to  attend  the  sittings  of 
the  Muo.icif.al  Court  foi  tbe  Brighton  District  be 
fixed  at  tr-e  rate  ot  $1200  per  annum,  bteinnina  on 
said  1st  of  April  and  contiauing  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

Alderman  Power  culd  6ee  no  better  reeson  for 
the  increas3  now  than  then.  The  standarl  of 
men  required  tor  constables  i"  no  better  than  for 

Eolicemen;  the  woikis  easier  and  the  constables 
ave  their  nights  and  Suadty-.  If  he  had  known 
the  matte i  was  coming  up  he  would  have  been 
prepared  with  statistics. 

Aldermaj  Harris  said  the  committee  did  not  in- 
tend to  press  the  matier;  and  on  motion  of  Alder- 
mau  Power  the  report  was  laio  on  the  table. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submiited  the  following  fiom 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  move 
wooden  buildin.  s  bv  Richard  A  Dinin  f  iom  Con- 
gress-street extension,  Ward  17,  to  Beach  jtreet, 
Ward  17;  and  by  John  Quirk,  from  Longwood  ave- 
nue, near  V!l«  utreet,  to  Longwood  avenue  at  No. 
153;  Richard  W.  Baker,  from  Centre  through 
South  to  Cbilds  street.    Sevei ally  accepted. 

Report  of  inexpedient  to  grant  petition  of  A. 
H.  Seaver  et  al.  that  additional  cars  be  allowed  to 
run  on  tie  Middlesex  Railroad  as  fat  as  Temple 
place,  on  account  of  the  crowded  condition  of 
Washington  strtet.    Accepted. 


Reports  that  no  actiou  is  necessary  on  petition 
•f  Margaret  Curley  to  be  compensated  for  grade 
damages  at  30  and  32  Newtou  street,  as  the  ease 
has  receD tly  bee  i  oecided  in  the  Superior  Court 
in  favor  of  the  ci<v ;  and  Thomas  Goon  to  b-  paid 
for  tii'tde  damages  on  Newbern  streei,  as  the  claim 
has  recently  b  en  decid"d  adversely  to  the  peti- 
tionee; Py  the  Superior  Court,  sever  .ii'y  accepted. 

Ordeied,  That  the  pie.  e  of  laud  encloss-d  by 
Wliiie,  Trento.i  and  Putnam  streets  in  Ward  1  oe 
•ailed  unci  known  as  "Putnam  squarr"  ;  and  that 
tL"  piece  of  laud  enclosed  by  Eagle,  Trenton  and 
Prescott  streets  in  said  ward  be  called  and  known 
as  "Prescott  square." 

Read  twice  acd  passed. 

Report,  and  order  for  piviug  the  gutters  and 
•rosswalks,  macautmizii  ii  o<>away  ot  Hereford 
stre  r,  as  recently  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  from  Beacon  sireet  to  Marlbor- 
ough street;  Hid  tor  edgestones  anc  brie s  side- 
walks where  require!  on  said  street.  Order  lead 
tfcice  am  passed. 

Report  and  ordei  to  giade  and  ur'avel  Hawtoorn 
street  as  recently  laid  our  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners from  Florence  st  eet  to  Albior.  sireet, 
West  Roxbury  ;  estimated  cost  $1000.  Order  read 
tnicn  and  passed. 

Ordsr  for  tbs  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  grade 
and  gravel  Walk  Hill  street, between  Canterbury 
and  Back  streeis,  West  Roxbury;  estimated  tost 
$3500.    Order  read  twic=  an  >  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestone^  and  to  pave 
gutters  on  Havre  street,  oetween  Putnam  and 
Marioa  streets.    Order  read  twice  *nd  passe  I. 

Ordered,  That  theie  be  paid  to  John  C.  Haynes 
the  sum  of  $41.20,  being  amount  paid  by  tiiaa  to 
tb -  City  Treasurer  'or  edgesioners  furnished  aod 
set  on  Ber-eley  street  and  erroneously  ?.ssessed 
to  bim;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion tor  Pavinir. 

Read  twice  anc  psssed. 

Report  ami  order  for  brick  srd  awalks  in  front  of 
estates  ot  Isaac  B.  Sawtell,  236  Dudley  street, 
and  Annie  E.  Kitching,  223  Lonewood  avenue. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estate  ot  John  Movish,  94  and  96 
H  street.    Ord<  r  res-  d  twice  and  passed. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Worth^ngton  submitted  the  fo'lowing 
from  the  Committee  on  Armories: 

Repoit  of  leave  to  withdraw  oo  petition  of  Com- 
pany C,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  tor  a  new 
armory.    Accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  hire,  for  a  term  of  five  years,  from 
Jan.  1,  1876,  premises  at  No.  348  Washington 
street,  to  be  used  as  an  armory  for  Company  G, 
Fiist  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M. ;  the  ex- 
pense, not  exceeding  $800  per  annum,  to  be  cbarg 
eo  to  the  aprropnation  for  Armories. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armorifs  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeoing  $360 
in  fitting  up  the  armory  occupied  by  Company  E, 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  cor- 
ner ot  Harvaid  and  Washington  streets;  saidsum 
to  be  in  addition  to  that  already  appropriated, and 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Reau  twice  and  pass.  d. 

REWARD  OFFERED. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  offer  a  reward  of  $500,  to  be  paid  to  any 
person  who,  in  consequence  of  such  offer,  detects 
andfecures  any  person  concerned  in  the  assault 
on  Thomas  P.  Pulsifer,  on  the  13th  of  November 
1875. 
Read  twice  and  passed, 

SHADE  SIGNS  AND  AWNINGS. 

Alderman  Stebbin*  offered  tbe  following: 
Orde  ed,  Ttutin  grantinti  permission  for  erect- 
ing or  affixing  shade  frames,  awnings  and  cur- 
tains, as  provided  in  the  twenty-second  section  of 
the  ordinance  in  relation  to  ntreets,  passed  the 
29th  of  October  in  the  year  1869,  the  Superint«  nd- 
entof  Laaius  shall  prescribe  that  shade  frames  at 
tbeir  lowest  point  shall  be  not  less  than  nine  and 
a  half  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sidewalk,  una 
shall  not  project  further  from  ihe  build- 
ing than  a  point  two  and  a  half  feet  with- 
in the  outer  line  of  the  curbstone;  -that 
no  awnings  shall  te  affixeo  to  said  frames  unless 
rolled  or  folded  up  and  fiimly  seemed  against  the 
burldmg  or  eutirely  removed  at  sunset  oo  each 
and  every  day  whet)  in  use;  that  no  curtains  shall 
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be  affixed  to  the  lower  edge  of  said  frames  which 
shall  exceed  twelve  inches  in  width  unless  they 
are  connectej  usith  the  said  awnings  aod  rolled  or 
folded  up  with  them  at  night;  ihar  said  curtains 
shall  not  be  affixed  so  as  to  interfere  in  a.uy  man- 
ner with  the  proper  lighting  ot  toe  streets;  and 
that  no'priuting,  lettering  or  desigo  of  any  kind 
shall  be  made  on  the  a/smugs,  curtains  or  shades. 
All  permits  granted  by  the  said  Superintendent 
shall  be  revokable  at  any  time  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Lam  os  or  bv  th^  Board  of  Aide  r  me  o. 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  oider  is  th  -  same  as 
the  one  at  present  in  force,  with  the  addition  of  a 
clause  lelating  to  printing  and  letc  ring,  which  it 
is  necessary  for  the  Board  to  pas»  upod,  since  the 
decision  of  the  City  Solicitor  and  the  expressed 
opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  Board. 

Aldeiman  Burrage— What  is  toe  object  of  this? 

Alderman  Stahbms— Simply  to  conform  to  the 
decision  of  che  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Burrage — Is  it  a  copy  of  the  older 
under  which  the  shaoes  have  been  put  up? 

Alderman  Siebbins — It  is,  with  the  addition  re- 
lating to  printing  and  lettering. 

Alderman  Buirage— Then  trie  awniogs  do  not 
conform  to  the  permit. 

Alderman  Steobins — How? 

Alderman  Burrage — In  regard  to  not  being  more 
than  twelve  inches  deeo,  and  in  regard  to  the 
rolling  up  at  night,  most  of  the  awnings  are  from 
twenty  inches  to  two  feet  deep. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  have  no  doabt  that  is 
true.  So  it  is  true  that  people  smoke  upou  the 
streets,  there  beiog  nobody  in  pixticular  to  en- 
force the  rule.  Tdis  order  will  enable  the  Super- 
intendent to  describe  how  che  shades  shall  be 
placed  according  to  law.  I  don't  know  »hose 
business  it  is  to  see  that  they  conform  to  the  law, 
except  the  Police  Department. 

Alderman  Burrage — Unless  there  is  some  exi- 
gency requiring  its  passage  tonight,  I  wuuld  like 
to  have  it  lie  over. 


Alderman  Stebbins— The te  is  no-  haste  about  it. 
The  ordei  went  over. 

WARRANT  FOB  THE  MUNICIPAL,    ELECTION. 

Alderman  Prescoct  offered  the  folio  vmg: 

Ordeied,  That  wan  ants  be  issued  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  in  their  re- 
spective ^ard)  on  Tjesday,  the  toutteenth  day  of 
December  next,  at  eight  o'clock  &..  M.,  then 
and  there  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one 
able  and  discreet  nelson  to  be  Mayor  of  this 
city  ;  also  for  twelve  Aldermen  anc  for  t«erty- 
four  members  of  the  School  Committee,  all 
of  whom  to  be  inhabitants  of  tbis  city. 
Also,  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  ths  fol- 
lowing officers  to  each  ward:  A  Warden,  Clerk, 
five  Inspectors  of  Elections  and  three  able  and 
discreet  persons  to  be  member ■:  of  the  Common 
Council;  all  these  to  be  inhabitants  of  this  city 
and  i esident  within  their  respective  wards.  Also 
to  give  in  their  ballots  tor  ore  able  and  Discreet 
person  to  serve  as  S'reet  Commissionei  for  three 
years,  from  the  first  Monday  in  January  next.  All 
the  foregoingto  be  voted  fo'r  on  one  ballot.  The 
polls  to  be  feeot  open  until  four  o'clock  P.  M.. 

Ordered — That  notice  be  given  that  che  regis- 
tration of  voters  for  this  election  will  cease  on 
Satuiday,  Dec.  11,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

Alderman  O'Brien — What  is  the  reason  for  clos- 
ing the  polls  at  4  P.  M. ?  A  great  maoy  laboring 
men  have  made  the  inquiry  of  me.  They  say  the 
polls  are  ripened  too  late  tn  the  morning  for  them 
and  are  closed  too  early  iu  the  afternoon. 

Alderman  Prescoct— The  statute  provides  that 
the  polls  shall  be  opened  and  closer!  between  sun- 
rise and  sunset,  and  the  sun  sets  before  balf-past 
four  o'oloct  on  that  day.  Font  o'clock  is  the 
usual  time  for  closing  the  polls  at  the  municipal 
election. 

The  orders  were  passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington  the  Board 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

NOVEMBER    33,    1875. 


Regular  meeting,  beld  pursuaaot  to  sojourn- 
ment ai  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardrx.an, 
President,  id  the  chair. 

PAPERS     FROM     THE     BOARD     OF    ALDERMAN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions  ana  tequests  of  Board,  ot  Health  and 
School  Committee.   Referred  inconcurreace. 

Me-sag-  from  the  Mavor  transmitting  a  com- 
munication from  the  Massachus-tts  Coinmisioi 
to  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Phildelphia,  asking 
the  city  to  furnish  mans,  pictuies,  etc.,  illustra- 
tive of  Boston,  and  appoiuttneotof  a  joint  special 
committee  on  the  subject.  Concurred,  and 
Messrs.  Jaques  ot  Ward  !),  Tiain  of  Ward  13,  a  d 
Ci'Shintj  of  Ward  4  were  joined  to  said  committee. 

Recommitments  to  Committee  on  Ordinances  of 
"An  Oxdinance  in  relation  tc  office  hours  m  city 
departments;"  "An  Ordinance  in  addition  to  s.u 
Ordinance  in  relation  to  bridges." 

An  ordinance  to  establish  the  office  of  Cuv  Archi- 
tect came  down  amended  ana  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinance «,  with  instructions  to 
report  an  ordinance  providing  tor  the  election  of 
said  officer  bv  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— As  I  understand  the  mat- 
ter, it  in  to  be  recommitted  with  instructions  ro 
report  an  oiuinance  that  the  City  Architect  shall 
be  elected  by  tin  City  Council.  Am  I  right,  Mr. 
Piesident? 

The  President- That  is  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw— Then  I  most  heartilv  concur  In  it. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16— As  that  order  contem- 
plates quite  a  serious  change  in  the  custom  here- 
tofore established  of  electing  the  City  Architect 
it  seeins  to  me  that  the  instructions  to  prepare  the 
ordirance  in  that  manner  are  rather  peremptory. 
I  nave  tot  yet  had  time  to  think  ths  matter  over, 
and  do  nnt  know  uow  1  should  vote  upon  it.  But 
if  in  order  I  would  move  to  aineno,  so  that  the 
committee  shall  consider  tne  expedirocy  of  mak- 
ing the  change. 

Mr.  Shaw— If  ijobody  elsu  dt  sires  to  say  auv- 
thin^;  upon  that  question  I  would  like  to  give  my 
views  upon  if.  I  am  opposed  to  any  sucti  pioposi- 
uon  as  that  of  the  gentleman  fmru  the  Sixteenth 
Ward,  who  is  up  >n  the  Buildi.  g  Committee. 
If  there  is  any  piinciple  which  should 
appertain  to  this  City  Council  it  is 
that  either  the  City  Council  or  the  people 
should  have  the  riiht  to-elect  our  officers.  1  cate 
not  which.  I  would  prefer  to  have  the  question 
go  before  the  popl",  but  I  am  perfectly  content 
to  have  it  go  bef oi e  the  City  Council.  Ao  office 
as  import  ut  as  that  of  tne  City  Architect  shojld 
never  be  withm  the  enti  e  prerogative  of  aiy 
committee  at  all.  Every  head  of  a  department 
in  this  government  should  be  elected  by  the  City 
Council  or  the  people.  The  idea  that  anv  officer 
or  head  of  aoy  inferior  oi  superior  depaituient 
should  be  appointed  by  any  commi'tee  is  against 
the  orinciples  of  repuohcao  government  which 
we  oelieve  in  and  adhere  to.  I  would  have  ao 
committee, by  its  opn  ipsa  dixit,  appoint  any  head 
of  a  oepairtnent.  Every  officm  should  be  under 
the  control  either  ot  the  City  Council  or  the  peo- 
ple, and  theiefoie  I  am  opposed  to  any  such 
amendment  as  is  proposrd;  but  I  believe  in  con- 
curring entirely  with  the  Board  of  AJOermen  in 
the  suggestion  that  the  City  Architect  should  be 
electro  Dy  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Burditt; —  he  duties  ot  the  City  Architect 
are  in  so  re  measure  different  trotn  those  of  other 
heads  of  departments.  Nearly  all  his  work  is 
done  i"  connection  with  t'  e  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  thee  are  some  reasons  why  a  dif- 
ferent choice  should  be  wade  ot  the  head  of  that 
department.  The  geutleman  from  Ward  5  will  re- 
member that  I  have  expres-ed  no  opinion  upon 
the  subject.  All  I  ask  is  that  in  view  of  the  inti- 
mate relation.-  of  the  Architect  to  the  committee, 
the  latter  may  be  llowea  to  appear  before  the 
committee  and  give  a  statement  of  their  w-ws. 
At  the  same  time  I  express  no  opinion  upon  the 
final  merits  of  the  case.  I  can't  see  any  Darrein 
an  amendment  for  the  commi  tee  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  leporting  such  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Wilbur  ot  Ward  13— Ihe  duties  of  the  City 


Architect  ire  more  particulaily  confined  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Buildings,  and  this  orui- 
nance  provides  that  when  any  other  nepartmeut 
desites  the  services  .of  an  architect  he  shah  do 
the  worn.  Several  d^partmerts  employ  other 
architects  to  do  work  which  seems  to  belopg  to 
the  City  Aichitect,  and  it  seem3  to  me  tb-  order 
is  perfectlv  right.  I  think  the  City  Architect 
should  perform  all  the  work  c  ranected  wit n  city 
buildings;  and  I  believ  :his  Council  should  have 
the  direction  and  control  ot  this  officer.  Bur  I 
think  tuat  as  tuij  is  an  important  su.vject  it  had 
batter  lie  over  for  one  week,  and  I  therefore  move 
that  l.  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  oi  Ward  4  moved  to  amend  the 
motion  so  that  th>  oidinance  and  order  anight  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  hope  this  oidmance  will 
not  be  laid  upoi  the  table.  It  is  a  very  impor- 
tant matter,  anr  if  it  is  to  be  considered  bv  the 
Committee  it  should  be  djns  ac  an  early  oa;. 
Whatever  action  the  Committee  take,  and  what- 
ever style,  of  ordinance  thev  report,  it  will  still  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  Council  to  accept,  reject  or 
amend  in  ;ny  way  t'>ey  s^e  tit.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  p toper  way  is  to 
recommit  i  to  the  Committee,  in  some 
form  or  other,  and  let  ihem  iep..rf  such  an 
ordinance  as  ttaeytbrik  will  meet  tbe  views  of 
the  City  Council."  The  ordinance  wi  i  tnen  lie 
ovei  one  week,  anri  we  shall  have  sufficient  time 
to  amend  or  change  it.  I  had  tr.e  honor 
to  iotroduce  the  Oder  which  called  foith 
this  ordin  .nee  some  time  in  May  last, 
and  tbe  reasons  which  actuated  me  in 
so  doiog  were  that  several  deoaicuents  employ 
architects  outsioe  of  the  building;  ad  as  we 
have  an  able  architect,  ith  a  complete  and  vell- 
orgacizen  for  e  of  assistants  in  the  building,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  it  was  proper  and  right  thtt  all 
this  work  fhould  b6  done  in  his  departmen.,  as  the 
office  has  evsry  facility  required.  As  it  is  late 
in  the  year,  I  thisk  it  is  bardlv  judicious  to  la.,  so 
important  a  matter  uooo  ta*  table. 

Mr.  Wilbur— I  don't  know  toat  aaything  will  be 

famed,  and  I  should  De  willing  to  tate  a  V"te,  but 
think  a  majority  of  the  Council  would  rather 
look  into  the  matter. 

Mi.  Page — I  shall  oe  cont  nt,  if  by  laving  it 
upon  the  table  the  City  Council  can  prepare  an 
ordinance  that  is  satisfactory  to  them,  by  amend- 
ment oi  otherwise,  and  no  delay  be  caused;  but 
if  by  laying  it  on  the  table  till  the  next  meeting 
one  member  introdut-es  an  amendment,  and 
another  acother,  anc  then  it  is  recommitted  to 
the  eommittse,  the  delay  will  be  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Hatritran  of  Ward  1 — I  have  not  been  able 
to  hear  a  word  spoken  by  three  of  the  gentlemen. 
Whether  it  is  because  it  is  so  soon  after  dinner 
and  rhey  are  too  foil  for  utterance,  or  woetbtr, 
being  b.-,sl)ful,  tbev  couldn't  speak  loud,  I  don't 
know.  I  did  bear  one  other  gentleman,  however, 
for  he  spoke  very  plainly.  It  appears  >o  me  that 
thi->  ordinarce  is  to  establish  tbe  City  Architect 
subject  to  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.  Gentlemen  say  he  is  the  h;ad 
of  a  department.  That  is  not  so;  bo  is  subject  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  and  acts 
as  his  assistant.  I  hooe  the  ordinance  will 
b-  printed,  so  that  we  may  know  what  we  are 
voting  uoon. 

Mr.  Wbitmo-e — My  only  object  in  making  the 
motioii  was  toat  we  may  understand  what  w.-  are 
voticg  upon.  The  >nst  uctions  to  the  committee 
are  to  repoit  an  ord-nance  making  the  City  Archi- 
tect subject  to  the  City  Council ;  and  for  my  own 
part  I  think  that  is  tbe  best  possible  disposition  to 
be  made  of  it.  As  the  duties  of  that  eommittse 
are  ministerial,  I  do  not  «e«  why  taey  should  be 
made  the  tribunal  for  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion. If  it  is  desited  to  give  the  committee  that 
power,  I  think  the  ordiuac  ce  bad  better  lie  over 
one  week,  that  the  Cominilttee  on  Public  Build- 
ings may  have  a  chance  to  produce  their  argu- 
ments. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  tbe  table  and  print  was 
lost.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Burditt  was  lost, 
and  the  Council  concurred  in  the  recommittal. 

Order  to  purchase  the  land  and  buildings  of 
William  Hardy  on  Swett  street  and  Dorehester 
avenue,  at  not  exceedi  g  $6000,  in  settlement  of 
damages  for  laying  out  and  extending  Swett 
stree  .    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Amendment  to  order  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  land  and  buildings  for  a  hospital  for  conta- 
gious diseases  (City  Doc.  No.  113),  by  inserting 
"Board  ot"  for  Committee  on  Health,  and  the 
words  "tit  up  on  Gailop's  Island  a  suitable  hos- 
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pita!  for  the  treatment  or  contagious  and  irjfee- 
tious  diseases,"i  whenever  thsvdecm  it  neces- 
sary, may"  purchase,  etc.    Concurred. 

Report  and  oroer  for  a  transfer  of  $8000  from 
"Reserved  Fund"  to  appropriation  for  Suffolk- 
street  District.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  CITY    CHARTEK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kimbali  of  Ward  6  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  sp  cial  assignment,  viz. 

Mction  to  substitute  for  the  new  city  charter  as 
amended  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  (printed  City 
Document  JSio.  50, 1875),  a  resolve  that  it  is  mexpe- 
dient  to  establish  by  sta-ute  connanssiorjs  or 
boards  to  exercise  the  powers  now  helo  by  the 
City  Council,  or  either  branch  thereof;  and  oroers 
requesting:  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  amendments 
to  rhe  charter,  to  provide  that  the  teim  of  office  of 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Cour  oilmen  be  fixed  at 
two  years;  ano  that  ihe  powets  conferred  upon 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  Dy  sections  33  and  41  of  tbe 
charter  be  transferred  to  the  City  Council  to  be 
exercised  as  provided  by  sectioo  35  of  the  charter ; 
and  requesting  tbe  Special  Committee  on  Revision 
of  tbe  Charter,  with  aid  of  City  Solicitor,  to  pre- 
pare a  state  meot  of  changes  needed  in  State  leg- 
islation, other  tb an  the  charter,  to  traisfer  all 
other  powers  held  exclusively  by  tbe  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  tbe  City  Council. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6 — I  b;ive  asked,  Mr. 
President,  tDat  tbe  assignment  should  be  taken 
m>  as  near  the  hour  as  possible,  to  which  the  mat- 
ter was  referred  io  order  th«t  we  may  arirve,  if 
possible,  at  some  decision  in  legard  to  ths  new 
city  charter  this  afternoon,  and  that  it  may  not 
bang  along  as  it.  has  done  during  tbe  whole  season. 
I  know  that  it  has  beeu  called  up  while  much  busi- 
ness temair  s  to  be  done,  but  as  the  tnends  of  tbe 
chr:er  and  the  committer  having  itin  cbatae  for 
months,  have  for  months  give  j  was,  oi  beeD  com- 
pellei  to  give  way,  tb  at  other  business  might  be 
traoi  acted,  t  bops  trie  Council  will  patiently  hear 
us  this  afternoon.  At  toe  first  meeticg  of  the 
jear,  Mr.  President,  a  Joint  special  committee 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
coojmissiocers  upon  the  new  city  charier. 
That  committee  worked  diligently  and  faith- 
fully, as  I  think  every  one  *ill  agiee,  whether 
friend  ot  foe  of  tbe  new  city  charter,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  returned  to  the  City  Government  at 
the  earliesr  possible  mo  meet.  On  March  15  the 
repot  t  of  tbe'coujtnittee  was,  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  atid  it  i-  well  known  to  us  ail  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  held  many  special  meetiugs 
on  order  that  tney  might  discharge  their  duty  so 
far  as  the  committee's  report  was  concerned  aod 
get  it  to  this  Board  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. On  Aoril  29,  uearly  seven  months  ago,  tbe 
charter,  as  amended  by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermeo, 
was  assigned  to  tbe  uext  meeting  of  the  Council, 
for  May  6.  Oa  May  6,  we  having  the  subjects  of 
the  vegetable  market  aid  the  Boiid  of  Educa- 
tion to  consider,  the  committee  havng  in  charge 
the  city  charter  assigned  it  to  May  13.  On  May  13, 
sewers,  Watei  Board  and  the  Trenunt-stieet  curb 
occupied  so  much  time  that  tbe  committee  again 
gave  wav  and  assigned  it  to  May  20.  On  May  20, 
■when  there  *as  ample  opportunity  to  consider 
the  subject  if  the  Council  bad  oeen  disposed,  tin 
Council  by  a  large  vote  refused  to  take  if  up,  and 
upon  the  motion  of  some  gentleman  tbe  Council 
imini'diatelv  adjourned.  Foliowi'  g  that  time 
came  the  celebration  of  i  he  Seven' eenth  of  Juue 
and  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  it  was  nit  reasona- 
ble, Mr.  President,  for  tbs  Committee  on  the  City 
Chatter  to  suppose  that  their  friends  across  the 
water,  either  of  the  lslartt  Ward  or  of  the 
Cbarlestown  District,  could  give  any  attention 
ro  so  insignificant  a  matter  a*  the  city  Char- 
ter until  the  Seventeenth  of  June  and  the 
Fourth    of  July    b?d   been    properly    celebrated.. 

Then  came  the  warm  weather,  and  rue  commit- 
tee, after  urging  it  upon  tbe  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil, let  tbe  whole  subject  go  by  until  aftel  vaca- 
tion. On  S°pt.  23  the  charter,  a-  amenoed,  and  as 
it  came  from  the  Aldermen,  was  taken  from  the 
files,  and  in  oroer  that  tbe  friends  of  the  charter 
might  not  be  accused  of  pressing  th?  subject,  it 
was  assigned  tor  two  weeks— for  Oct.  7.  On  the 
evening  of  Oct.  7  the  Council  appeared  disinclined 
again  to  consider  the  subject,  and  it  was  assign°d 
to  Oct.  14.  On  Oct.  14,  m'a  Council  apparently  of 
fifty-eignt  members,  by  a  tie  vote  the  Council  re- 
fused to  take  jp  the  special  assignment.  It  was 
not  tbeu  until  Nov.  4, —  pethaps  becau-e  the 
question  of  the  redivisiou  of  wards  came  up  to 
occupv  so  much  time— it  was  not  until  Nov.  4  that 
tbe  Council  again  was  asked  to  take  from  tbe  files 


the  subject  of  the  new  city  charter,  and  the  com- 
mittee then  were  enabled  to  ger  it  from  the  files 
only  by  piomising  that  it  icweie  so  taken  they 
would  assign  it  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil. Ou  Nov.  11  the  special  assignment  was 
taken  up,  but  instead  of  discussng  the  subject 
some  motion  <vas  made,  tne  ezact  nature  of  which 
I  have  forgotten, — I  think,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Waid7 — to  assign  it  to  me  aext  meeting  of  tbe 
Council,  wbei  tbe  gentleman  from  Wad  4  intro- 
duced tn  motion  tbat  the  Council  should  adjourn-. 
Again  tbs  committee  weie  unable  to  have  the 
matter  con sideied,  and  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  «ouie  ieso]ves  and  orders  were  offered  by 
the  gentian  an  from  Ward 4,  tbe  contents  of  which, 
so  far  as  I  know,  baa  not  b^en  communicated  to  any 
member  of  the  committeeorto  tbe  Council,  and  the 
subject  was  thee  again  postponed  until  ibis  meet- 
ing. I  have  not  recited  these  dates,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  any  spirit  of  censure  or  fault-finding,  but 
simply  to  asK  each  me  nber  of  this  Council  if  he. 
roinks  it  strange  th  this  constituents  or  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  Believe  that  thev  are  to  consider 
themselves  incompetent  to  discuss  this  matter  or 
uowilli' g  io  d  ■  so.  Ihe  incompetency  I  do  not 
believe  in;  the  uuw.llingness  has  been  too"appar- 
ent.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the  resolve  offerel  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  4  is  nothing  but  a  de- 
tention and  ao  unwillic  guess  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject, ft  might  just  as  well  have  been  indefinitely 
postoon-d  a-,  assigned  to  the  aext  Ciiy  Govern- 
ment, so  tar  as  any  new  charter  is  concert  eJ,  to 
submit  10  the  Legislature  for  their  approval. 
Tbe  ger.tleimiu  from  Ward  4  said  that 
it  was  mexpedieut  to  consider  this  subject. 
1  do  not  recall  the  words  nor  lean  tbem,  but  that 
w  as  the  substance  ot  what  he  said.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  suppose  we  pass  it.  Where  are  we? 
Have  we  auy  new  city  charter  to  submit  to  tbe 
Legislature  ?  Have  we  doi_e  what  the  citizens  of 
Boston  expect  us  to  do?  I  thick  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  was  right  when,  at  an  early  part  of 
the  session  last  veai — I  think  ss  early  as  the  month 
of  February— upon  tne  motion  that  the  commis- 
sioners appointeit  to  revise  the  ciry  charter  should 
present  a  leport  io  season  to  be  actea  upou  by 
that  Legislature,  he  used  the  expression,  "I  think 
the  people  look  fo<  some  inirneoiate  action." 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  agree,  B  r.  President, 
with  that  proposition— I  suppose  the  gentleman 
refei  s  to  me— and  I  siand  by  it  toaay. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  W"id  6—1  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  that  the  people  are  looking  and 
have  looked  from  that  time  u  til  t  e  present,  first 
to  the  cotnmissioueis  and  second  to  tbe  Citv  Gov- 
ernment for  some  im  nediate  actiou ;  some  imme- 
diate action  for  a  new  ci  y  charter;  not  for  action 
which  would  give  rhem  no  city  charter  s,t  all. 
Sow,  my  own  objection  to  tns  resolve:  1  do 
Dot  propose  to  discuss  the  merits  oi  de- 
merits ot  the  new  city  charter,  because 
the  question  before  us  ni«  is  simplv  this 
substirue.  I  am  opposed  to  the  adoption  of 
that  resolve  principally  for  the  teason  that 
it  gives  us  nothing  to  got)  the  Legislature  with. 
It  we  may  ctedit  rhe  rumors  that  a  e  current,  the 
citizens  of  Boston  mean,  if  possible,  to  hav^  a  new 
city  charter — a  revised  city  chatter,  call  it  a  new 
one— which  'hall  start  in  the  first  place  from  this 
City  Government  to  the  Legis'a  ure,  or  which  in 
the  secouo  place  shall  come" Hum  tbe  Legislature 
to  the  people  without  the  intervention  of  the  City 
Government.  Now,  I  believe  it  would  be  better 
for  the  citizens  of  Boston  that  a  discussion  should 
be  had  here  upo:.  tbe  ciry  charter,  that  we  should 
agree  upon  some  city  charter  to  go  to  the  Legis- 
lature ana  come  from  tl.6  Legislature  to  them 
than  to  have  a  ch  it-r  start  fiom  the  Legislature 
and  so  directly  to  the  people  tor  their  vote 
witaout  any  such  coi  siderr.tio.i  a«  a  debate  in 
thistoim  would  bring  forth.  It  is  tor  that  reason, 
principally  that  I  object  to  the  adoption  of  the 
resolve.  I  oDject  to  tbe  adoption  of  the  resolve, 
Mr.  President,  for  another  reason,  aud  it  is  this: 
that  if  we  are  to  have  commissions  ai  all — aud 
owing  to  the  peculiar  com se  adopted  bj  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether 
he  is  fivor  of  commissions  or  not;  because 
the  Council  may  remember  t'  at  sometime  during 
this  year  resolves  were  introduced,  some  five  in 
number,  which  will  be  found  in  City  nocument 
No.  69,  in  which  he  took  the  stroug'gromnd  tbat 
certain  offices,  particularly  'he  departments 
named  in  the  charter,  as  it  came  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  should  be  estab- 
lished in  the  chaiter— the  details  of  their 
duties  should  be  left  to  the  City  Government.  I 
think,  Mr.  Presideut,  that  almos't  tbe  only  vrgu- 
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met  that  has  been  offered  against  couitnissiois 
Is  one  that  is  used  perhaps  rattier  to  terrify  than 
to  c  >nvioc* ;  unci  that  is  that  if  we  have  commis- 
sions, the-  city  of  Boston  will  get  i'jto  the  hands  of 
rings,  and  we  shall  ultimately,  so  far  as  th"  City 
Government  i--  concerned,  Become  as  corrupt  as 
that  city  which  is  frequently  referr-d  to.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  it  we  are  to  have  coraniissiocs  I 
certainly  think  that  it  is  better  to  have  them  es- 
tablished by  statute  than  by  city  charter,  ant  tor 
this  ieasou:  By  rtatute  tUtse  commissions  are  to 
be  appointed  to  hold  office  for  one,  two  acd  three 
yeats,  an.l  a  i  ew  man  is  to  be  appoint- 
ed every  year.  Now,  the  influence  of  tue 
ring  would  be  limited  to.  the  one  man  who  would 
be  going  out.  The  two  men  in  would,  perhaps, 
caie  litile  01  nothing  about  it.  The  one  man  go- 
ing out  woulii  undoubtedly— adopting  the  argu- 
ment used  by  the  opponents  of  commissions — use 
evety  influence  Le  po'sessed  to  get  such  a  City 
Government  or  such  a  Mayor  chosen  as  would 
keep  him  in  office.  Suppose  we  establish  the-e 
commissions  by  ordinance,  whatjtheu?  Why,  the 
contest  might  go  ou  ea^n  year  as  10  whether  we 
should  nave  a  commission  or  whether  we  should 
not  have  a  commission.  In  other  words  there 
might  be  a  commission  and  an  aiiti-cotnmis- 
sion  party  to  the  fiela  each  year,  and 
the  three  men  appointed  ou  each  coin  mis- 
sion would  comoine  all  th*>ir  forces  to 
eecher —  following  the  argument  (I  do  not 
ad>nitir)to  prevent  the  overt  or  a  of  tliecomnis- 
sinos  that  were  established  by  ordinance  be- 
cause commissions  could  be  made  or  unmade 
each  year.  Tberstcre,  trking  the  only  argument, 
I  have  heard  against  commissions,  I  say  chat  it 
is  not;  expedient  that  commissions  should  be 
established  by  ordinance,  but  rather  that  trey 
should  be  established  by  statute. 

So  much  for  the  resolves.  Nex;t  come  the  two 
orders— first,  that  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  com- 
mon Council  shall  be  chosen  for  two  yeats.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  if  I  remember  aimbt,  when  the 
committee  made  fieir  report  they  stated  in  that 
report,  ot  at  all  events  it  was  stated  iu  the  other 
Board,  I  am  not  sure  which,  thai  there  was  not  a 
unanimity  of  o  ioion  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
upon  each  and  everv  section  which  thev  leported; 
but  that  the  se'tions  w?ie  adopted  by  a  maj  rity 
as  a  report  and  each  member  of  the  committee 
reserved  the  right,  ot  course,  to  change  his  opin- 
ion or  to  vote  iu  th-  Council  and  the  other  Board 
precisely  a^s  he  voted  io  the  committee.  If  I  re- 
member coriectly,  I  was  in  the  committee  opposed 
to  electing  the  members  of  the  Co'nmoi.  Council 
tor  t»o  years.  I  shirk  that  the  members  of  tne 
Common  Council  should  be  chosen  aninally ;  that 
while  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  Mayor  chosen 
for  two  years  aod  to  have  a  somewhat  different 
term  of  service  for  ibe  Aldermen,  it  would  be 
better  for  the  Council  to  e  elected  aa- 
nually.  Therefore,  Mr.  President.  I  snould, 
if  compelled  to  vote  at  all,  vote  agaiust 
any  order  waich  requested  the  Mayor  io  petition 
the  Legislatute  for  a  charter  which  shoulo  pro- 
vide that  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
should  holt  their  seats  for  two  years  instead  of 
one. 

The  second  o -der  relates  to  the  powers  wtich 
the  gentleman  fiooi  Waid  4,  if  I  n-mernber  his  re- 
marks correctly,  seemeo  to  think  that  tne  Alder- 
men had  surrendered  to  th-  Com  cil,  and  that 
there  would  never  be  such  another  opportunity  to 
clinch  the  nail  and  secure  to  the  Council  for  all 
time  tnese  powers  which  they  had  so  gecerously 
and  magnanimously  surrendered.  Now,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, as  I  tooK  occasion  recently  to  say.  whatever 
the  Board  of  4iuermen  may  vote  or  rot 
vote,  I,  if  I  know  myself,  give  it  no 
weight  upon  my  vote  here  except  so  far  as 
this:  Tne  Boaid  of  Aldermen  or  a  majority  of 
them,  have  signified  rheir  choice  for  the  charter 
as  amended  bv  them.  In  toat  amendment  th»y 
have  not,  as  I  understand  it,  surrendered  their 
poweis  to  this  oranch,  but  they  have  signified 
their  willingness  co  surrender  tuese  powers  to  a 
commission  which  shall  be  established  in  the 
chai ret,  to  be  regulated  by  ths  vot-^s  of  the  two 
branches  of  tbe  Citv  Government.  Now.  Mr. 
President,  it  does  n  it  seem  wise  to  me  to  vot>  tor 
tbe  second  ordei  suggested  by  tbe  geutleman  from 
Ward  4,  tot  this  reason;  that  if  we  pass  the 
vote,  and  it  is  not  adopted  by  the  other 
branch,  we  come  back  to  the  connition  we 
have  been  in  alt  along,  and  that  is,  that 
we  have  no  city  charter  at  all  to  go  to  the 
Legislature  with.  It  may  be  said,  Mr.  President, 
that  at  this  late  season  ot  the  year,  or  so  near  the 


ena  of  the  year,  it  ic  hardly  worto  while  for  us  to 
discuss  auii  consider  such  a  subject  as  the  city 
charter.  1  think  we  are  bound  by  every  consider- 
ation of  duty,  having  treated  this  subject  as  we 
have  during  the  whole  year,  to  come  her=  as  often 
as  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  this  subject  as  full 
a  discussion  and  consideiation  as  it  requires,  and 
put  in  some  form  a  charter  to  be  sent  cack  to  the 
other  branch  if  we  cha'  ge  it  in  any  respect, 
hoping  that  thev  may  concur  with  us,  aod  thai  we 
may  have  something  to  preseut  to  tn  j  Legislature 
tor  them  to  act  upon.  It  is  q  question  for  us  now, 
it  seems  to  me,  whether  we  are  uoing  to  give 
the  people  of  Boston  a  charter  for  ihfm 
to  go  to  tbe  Legislature  with  or  wnett- 
er  thev  are  to  go  to  the  Letcislatura 
and  ask  for  a  charter  aod  deci  e  upon  this  with- 
out out  mtei  ventioo.  I  hope  that  the  substitute 
offerer  by  the  irsDtleman  from  Waul  4  will  not 
prevail,  that  to  motion  will  prevail  which  loots  to 
tbe  it  definite  postponement  of  this  suoject,  but 
that  we  thall  seriously  ard  earnestly  take  hold  of 
this  city  charter,  no  matter  how  much  we  modify 
it,  and  give  it  ad  the  time  it  needs  before  out- 
terms  of  office  expire. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Warn  5—1  have  not  come  here  pre- 
pared with  a  ,v  elaborate  speech  aod,  perhaps, 
not  with  any  profound  reasons,  for  the  f*itb 
which  is  within  me.  I  thank  my  worthy  frieod 
from  Btacoo  Hill  for  his  refetence  to 
me  with  rearard  to  that  vvnich  I  said  in 
regard  to  the  cny  charter.  I  believe,  sir,  and  I 
always  bs,ve  believed  in  all  tbe  years  since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  (-icy  Government,  that  che 
city  charter  needed  some  revision.  I  am,  from 
the  principles  which  I  entertain  and  from  the 
teachings  I  have  /eceived  from  tbe  people,  entire- 
ly opposed  to  this  wholesale  cosnmi'doo.  I  iead 
here,  sir,  in  this  book  which  I  have  before  me, 
wbici  >s  City  Document  No.  50.  the  proposition 
which  places  tars  gi  eat  power  within  the  hand*  of 
the  Mayor  and  deprives  tbe  people  aud  the  City 
Government  ot  their  right-,  eighteen  changes.  I 
could  cite  them,  page  by  page  and  ouu-ber 
by  number,  it  i;  we're  necessary.  But 
there  are  eitrhteeo  changes  which  pi  ce 
this  whole  matter  of  city  charter  and 
appointment  of  its  departments  within  the 
entire  prerogative  and  ibe  arbitrary  prerogative 
of  the  Mayor,  *'ioever  he  maybe.  To  that,  sir, 
as  a  piinciple,  I  am  diametrically  opwosed.  I  am 
opposes  jo  it  on  every  principle  of  democracy  and 
on  every  principie  of  repuolicauism.  Ithanirmy 
friend  for  his  reference  to  me,  because  it  gives 
ma  a  chance  to  fake  the  floor  and  state  something 
of  my  positi,  n.  Now,  sir,  we  pretend  to  be,  and 
we  are  in  form,  a  republican  government.  Let  us 
not  be  an  aibitrarv  autocracy  in  practice;  but 
tuis  new  charter  makes  us  nothing  else.  Who- 
ever mav  have  brought  it  into  this  Council,  I 
care  not  from  who  n  it  comes,  from  one  man  or 
another,  whether  from  a  comm  fee  elected  by 
us  or  appointed  bv  us,  it  is  nothing  else  but 
an  au  ocracy ;  it  is  nothing  else  bur  an 
instrument  to  deprive  the  people  of  tbe  right  t> 
say  who  shall  be  rheir  rulers.  'Who  would  man- 
age the  finances  of  the  city?  Who  would  arbi- 
trate as  to  who  «bould  do  the  business  of  tbe  city? 
As  one  of  the  Democracy  and  as  one  of  the  Ke- 
pu olicans,  whichever  way  you  may  call  it,  I  shall 
oppose  this  measure  to  the  bitter  end.  I  bave 
nothing  to  say  against  the  piinciples  enunciated 
by  my  worthy  friend  from  the  Sixth  Ward.  He 
looks  unon  it  from  one  standpoint  aad  I  look  at  it 
from  another,  t  fin  J  bere,  and  I  have  within  the 
last  ten  minutes  marked  eve-y  point  which 
says  this  power  shall  ce  given  to  the  Mavor. 
f  i  the  Mayor,  sir!  The  Mayor  of  Bostou,  one 
ma3,totak4  this  powe-  away  from  the  hands  of 
the  people,  or  even  from  toe  representatives  of 
the  people!  Is  that  the  democracy  of  which  we 
boast  in  this  country?  Now,  Mr.  President,  my 
friend  says  that  la»t  year  I  ro  e  in  my  place  as  the 
representative  of  the  tilth  Waid  aud  siated  so 
and  so.  I  ackoowledge  ic  all.  I  acknowledge  that 
the  city  charter  needs  revision.  But  the  prin- 
ciples which  foundeo  ch^  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  are  the' principles  in  which 
I  believe.  That  is  ihe  levision  which  the  people 
ask  for.  What  is  toat  revision?  Whac  does  it 
amount  to?  1  have  now,  sir,  bad  the  honor, 
for  the  last  three  years,  to  have  represented 
a  portion  of  the  people  ot  Bo-tjn  in  this 
Council  aod  I  bave  never  failed  to  say  that  there 
never  should  be  a  standing  committee  of  the  Board 
of  41  der  me  j  as  separate  from  the  Common  Council 
to  adjudicate  upon  any  of  tLe  city  matters.  I 
said  that,  sir,  not  in   opposition  to  tbe  Board  of 
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Aldermen  by  any  means,  out  as  a  matter  of  prin- 
ciple. It  is  the  prh-ciple  *hich  controls  the  legis- 
lation of  iha  St.ue  of"  Massachusetts  that  every 
coaimittee  upon  all  practical  mactprs  shall  be  a 
joint  committee.  ra  the  Legislature  every  affair 
ot  state  is  adjudicated  upon,  passed  upon,  reported 
upon  by  ajointcommittee,withtbe  exception  of  toe 
matters  which  j-o  before  the  Commiiee  on  the 
Judiciarv.  I  s.m  willing  to  admit  that  the  lsgal 
committee  ot  tue  Senate  may  pass  upoi  a  matter 
and  report  upon  it,  and  wnen  itshail  pass  into  the 
House,  the  JudiciaTy  Committee  of  1  he  House  may 
pa-s  upon  it.  Bat,  sir,  the  city  of  Boston  is  what? 
It  is  not  such  a  body  as  makes  laws  for  me  State. 
The  city  of  B<>?  ton  1-  a  great  municipality,  a  great 
corporation,  and  it  should  be  managed  uoou  cor- 
porate principles.  It  is  a  matter  of  busiues  ,  Mr. 
President,  which  you  know  and  every  member 
knows  should  bs  passed  upon  jointly.  Commit- 
tees should  be  heard  and  committees  should 
bear  applicants  in  regard  to  their  griev- 
ances whatever  they  may  be.  But  the 
proposition  before  us  is  that  the  b  &ads  of  depart- 
ments, an  I  consequently  all  committees,  shall  be 
appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  whoever  he 
maybe.  I  am  willing  to  admit,  Mr.  President, 
that  there  is  a  nominal  check  with  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  their  approval  of  the  candidates,  bat  is  it 
anything  else  than  nominal?  Your  exjjeriet  ce, 
sir,  and  mine,  and  that  of  every  member  of  this 
board,  is  that  a  nomination  made  by  the  Mayor  is 
paramount  to  everything  else  which  shall  come 
before  the  City  Council.  Did  you  ever  know  tha 
nomination  of  any  man,  or  of  a<  y  board  of  men, 
or  of  ny  Doara  of  commissioneis,  coming  from 
his  Konoi  the  Mayor,  to  oe  oefeated  in  the 
City  Council?  I  wish  some  one  would  ris? 
in  his  place  and  tell  me  when  and  wue  e.  It  is 
not  m  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  thi<  Coun- 
cil. No,  sir,  the  Mayor  is  paramount.  His  ipse 
dixit  is  like  that  ot  rbe  Alinigoty.  1  am  kine.  I 
am  the  Mayor.  '  he  kiLg  can  do  i  o  wrong.  "Tne 
Mayor  can  do  no  woog."  You  b  >ys,youmfriiors 
of  the  City  Council,  submit,  to  my  ipse  dixit.  I 
do  ot  say  that  is  the  tatguage  of  his  Ho  or  the 
May  01,  but  if  this  imposition  is  aoopteel  it  may 
become  true,  and  eveiy  ma':  that  hears  me  knows 
it.  I  an  opposed  'trom  beginning  to  end 
to  any  such  proposition  as  that  which  cjmes 
down'beie  trom  the  honorablu  Boa>d  of  Al- 
deriren  as  a  city  charter  for  us  or  for  tbe  peo- 
ple of  Boston  to  be  controlled  by  in  the  future. 
The  Dropositioa  coning  from  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4.  who,  though  never  before  in  toe 
Citv  Government,  has  shown  run  self  coctpetent 
to  met  t  everv  question  which  lias  arisen  heie  to- 
day, is  that  which  I  believe  in  It  i>-  chat  it  is  in- 
expedient tor  us  to  adopt  this  measure,  but  that  it 
is  expedient  fur  ns  to  ask  th=  Legislature,  tbioagh 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  t^  give  us  a  charter  which 
shall  make  every  committee  of  the.  City  Council  a 
joint  committee",  so  that  we,  inferior  thou_h  we 
mav  be,  mere  brats  though  we  may  be,  may  judge 
of  all  questions  presented  to  the  City  Council. 
That  is  what  I  desire,  and  that  is  what, 
as  a  member  ot  the  General  Court,  if  I  should 
eve'  live  to  take  my  seat  there  I  shall  advocate 
with  all  the  earnestness — it  may  be  but  little- 
winch  I  possess,  and  yith  all  the  ardor  and  zeal  ot 
an  honest  man,  feeling,  sir,  that  tbe  rights  of  toe 
people  are  not  to  be  ciowdel  out  of  sight  by  such 
documents  as  this.  I  shall  advocate  the  people's 
rights.  I  shall  advocate  tbe  doctrines  enunciated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Wan.  4,  aud  which  I  have 
stated  here  tonight,  because  I  believe  that  if  we 
should  pass  this  carter  today,  the  people,  bv 
more  than  three  to  one,  would  repudiate  it,  and 
our  laboi  would  be  love's  labor  lost.  I  nope  for 
the  adoption  ot  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4,  and  then  I  believe  the  peopte  will 
be  satisfied  and  will  obtain  then  rights,  and  we 
who  are  sent  here,  four  from  each  ward,  will  have 
done  on  duty  in  standing  up  for  their  rights. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  "Waul  9—1  do  not  propose,  .sir,  to 
make  aoy  extended  remarks  upon  th  subject  be- 
fore us,  at  the  present  time.  I  only  wish  to  say 
a  very  few  words.  The  frienas  of  the  charter,  it 
seems  to  me,  have  this  to  complaiu  of:  that  by 
arguments  like  those  of  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down— arguments  which  are  merely  his 
own  generalizations,  his  owu  conclusions  whica 
are  derived  not  from  the  premises  giveu  iu  the 
charter  itself,  bur  from  assumed  premises— thes9 
arguments  and  tho^e  of  others  in  a  Similar  strain 
or  direction,  it  seems  to  me,  have  an  effect  iu  this 
Council  to  create  a  feeling  of  determined  opposi- 
tion against  the  cbai  ter  without  doing  it  the  jus- 
tice ot  a  simple  examination.    Now  suppose  the 


contrary  course  were  taken,  and  then  tbe  Council 
were  to  adopt  the  same  plan  that  was  adooted  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  we  took  this  much- 
condemned  instrument  up  and  examined  it  sec- 
tion by  section,  and  let  tnis  discussion  come  upon 
each  section  in  turn ;  then  if  sound  arguments  can 
be  made  on  either  side  let  them  cave  their  weight. 
I  will  venture  to  say,  and  I  do  not  think  I  shall  do 
anyn  justice,tbat there  are  gentlemenbere  who  ere 
de-irous  of  voting  agair.stthis  charter  who  certain  - 
ly  have  not  fully  considered  the  sections  against 
which  they  intend  to  vote;  but  thev  have  obcain- 
ed  an  impression  from  such  remarks  as  we  have 
just  heard,  that  the  rights  of  the  people,  are  to  be 
infringed  upon,  and  that  therefore  they  are  deter- 
mined they  "ill  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 
Now  what  are  se  all  seeking  for?  We  are  en- 
deavoring to  have  a  document  which  shall  secure 
the  best  interests  of  the  people.  Through  the  ef- 
forts of  some  of  the  most  intelligent  men  who 
have  every  advantage  of  education,  and  the  time 
they  have  given  tirthe  subject,  we  have  a  certain 
document  given  us  to  consider;  but  •>  e.  by  <i  eat- 
ing a  prejudice  against  that  document,  entirely  re- 
fused to  consider  it.  Now  is  anygemleman  pre- 
pared to  say  thit  theie  is  co  good  m  it? 
tha1-  we  may  tot,  by  considering  it,  learn  some- 
thing as  to  vbether  'here  ate  no  weaknesses 
in  our  present  system,  ana  whether  these  weak- 
nesses can  be  co.rected  or  improved?  Now  I 
maintain  that  our  simple  duty  unoer  all  circum- 
stances is  to  eo.isioer  the  document;  that  we 
should  take  it  up  section  by  section ;  that  argu- 
ments should  be  given  oo  both  sides,  and  that  a« 
endeavor  shock!  be  matti  to  come  to  a  Just 
conclusion.  I  merely  say  this,  as  it  seems 
to  me  that  no  show  of  aigurner  t  has  been 
made  by  all  these  generalizations  which 
we  contend  aie  not  the  question,  and  should  rot 
supersede  the  document  itself. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4—1  presume,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident,  as  having  introduced  this  substitute,  that  I 
may  bs  expec  ed  to  oefencl  it.  I  shall  endeavor  to 
do  so  very  briefly.  Tbe  gentleman  from  "Waid  6 
savs  that  the  Council  has  shown  a  disinclination 
to  iiiscu  s  tbe  subj  ctof  the  new  charter.  I  agree 
with  him.  1  thick  the  Comcil  has  been  unwil- 
ling to  listen  to  debate  upon  it;  but  the  reason  is 
not  so  fai  to  see.  Ordinarily,  when  any  sub- 
ject like  this  is  to  be  passed  upc,  the 
course  adopted  would  bi  to  lay  down 
principles  first,  aud  then  instruct  the  committee 
to  prepare  the  details.  In  this  cas°,  owi  g  to  the 
way  m  which  the  matter  was  introduced  into  'he 
City  Government,  a  directly  coot' ary  couise  was 
pursued.  We  had  a  report  sent  to  us,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  at  the  first  meeting  this  year, 
and  the  result  of  it  was  tof.t  nomenberot  the 
Council,  except  the  members  of  the  <  oaiimttee, 
had  any  opportunity  t"  examine  it.  It  is  for  that 
reason  that  it  has  been  so  difficilt,  in  my  estima- 
tion, to  get  tbe  Council  to  a  consideration  of  the 
whole  svoject.  Heie  is"a  oocument  brought  in 
with  seventy  or  eighty  pages.  It  is  tbe  funda- 
mental law  of  the  ciry.  Art;  yet  there  has 
been  «o  discission  upon  it  as  u>  wont 
the  wishes  of  the  majority  wete  m  forming 
that  document.  Not?,  sir,  when  any  system  is 
btoughti"!  such  an  erioueous  manner  be'ore  a 
popular  body  it  is  childish  to  complaiu  that  the 
body  will  uot  consider  it.  It  was  not  introduced 
or  brought  forward  in  toe  right  manner,  and  any 
one  could  nave  predicted  its  failure,  whether  it 
was  tbe  best  document  ever  written  o   not. 

In  the  second  place,  in  mtioriuomg  the  sugges- 
tion which  1  did,  I  endeavored  to  do  justice  te 
borh  sioes  oi  toe  question.  The  sieiulemau  has 
not  at  all  contradicted  roi  denied  the  statement 
whicu  I  made,  that  tbe  motion  which  1  introduced 
for  n  e  attention  ot  the  powers  of  to  AUermen 
aud  giving  the  control  of  the  executive  to  both 
branches  would  be  B  areat  source  of  alteration  iu 
thepiesent  charter. '  That  proposition,  I  think, 
is  so  simple  that  a  child  c.n  uuoerstaud  it. 
Ac  the  present  time  the  Aldermen  can  exercise  the 
control  ovfi  what  is  termed  the  executive  portion 
of  the  City  Government.  They  have  part  of  the 
department  exclusively  under  their  control.  They 
have  veiy  magnanimously  offered  to  Ky  down 
these  powers,  not,  as  tae  gtutleiu=.u  from  V\  aid  6 
has  stated,  that  the  coutrol  snail  be  given  to  the. 
City  Council,  but  to  a  Board  of  Commissioners.  I 
desire  that  tbev  should  be  submitted  to  both 
bra, -'dies  of  the  City  Council,  it  mav  be  said,  and 
has  been  said,  that  City  Document  No.  60, 
which  is  'he  report  of  the  committee  as  amended 
and  adopted  in  tOe  Board  of  Aldermen,  contains 
a  great  deal  ot  good,    it  does.    It  contains  nearly 
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allot  the  old  city  charter.  I  litivb  already  fur- 
Dished  too  membe.s  of  the  City  Council  wuh 
souie  extracts  from  that  document,  from  rhut  re- 
port and  ordinance,  wnich  show  that  the  great 
bulk  of  tifty-t»o  pugvs.  neailv,  which  has  heen 
added  to  the  tot  iner  city  charter  is  co  nposed  of 
unnecessary  and  trivial  details.  If  the  committee 
had  adopted  the  piiooiplee  or  the  old  charter,  and 
added  simply  thecia  ges  i hey  desired  to  get  in 
the  conferring  if  the  power  of  the  Aldermen 
to  commissions  tbey  n pert  not  have  mady  a  book 
ot  over  thirty  pages.  J.  thiuk  the  variations 
wnula  have  been  so  slight  that  tha  Com  cil  could 
have  taken  them  into  cons? Deration.  I  trust  I 
have  nut  beet:  unfair,  in  ihe  resolve  I  tutioduced, 
10  having  it  represent,  as  1  thought,  fully  the  car- 
dinal principle  of  the  charter.  It  ibere  is  any  Idea 
which  can  be  elaborated  from  the  whole  of  these 
sevi/Oiy-six  page<  or  the  new  city  charter,  it  is, 
1  thiuk,  that  the  whole  CrtyGnvernurent  is  to  oe  put 
into  the  hauds  of  commissions.  In  order  to  briug 
out  some  reasonable  chance  tor  the  expression 
ol  ipiuion  in  regard  to  the  report  uf  the  committee, 
1  iffsred  as  the  first  step  of  the  series  the  resolu- 
tion that  it  was  inexpedient  to  establish  eooomio- 
sions  by  statute.  1  agree  with  i  he  gentleman 
from  ward  6  that,  taktn  alone,  that  resoiutioo  had 
very  little  force  aim  very  little  meaning.  I  nope 
the  Couucii  will  proceed  to  a  definite  vote,  and 
settle  the  question  whether  we  want  commission- 
ers oi  not.  It  the  Council  should  bass  a  vote  co 
reject  that  resolve  I  should  of  course  expect  the 
oi  hers  to  fall,  there  oeing  nothing  to  make  it  de- 
sirable ro  pa^s  them  if  the  other  is  not  passed.  I 
hope  the  op  jositioo  will  come  to  a  pom  ,  and  that 
th.;re  will  be  no  misunderstanding  about  the 
effect  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  G— Like  other  gentlemen 
who  have  spoken,  1 1 egret  that  this  subject  has 
come  up  in  its  present  shape.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  has  singled  out  with  co  sideiable 
ski  1  the  most  unpopular  feature  of  the  new  char- 
tei  and  asss  us  to  vote  upon  that;  that  is  the 
feature  which  is  at  first  siuht  unpopular.  I  think 
if  we  had  looked  into  this  matter  properly,  taking 
the  icwcha'terup  section  by  section,  we  might 
have  accepted  the  greater  part  of  it.  Weiuitrht 
have  substantially  agreed,  not  to  put  eveiytbjng 
into  the  hams  of  commissions,  but  upon  the  moie 
important  I  ranches  of  the  chatter;  but  it  may  now 
be  expected  mat,  wheB  the  Council  is  asked  to 
vote  upon  the  general  principle  of  commissions 
they  will  vote  it  dow.  ,  aid  the  gentleman  may 
gam  the  credit,  such  as  it  is,  of  striking  the 
blow  tuat  killed  the  new  cnaner.  Still,  I  would 
sugire.-.t  t  at  tnose  that  are  opposed  to  commis- 
sions should  not  put  too  mu.h  faith  in  the  gentle- 
man from  Ware 4,  ina-much  as  hn  resolution 
leaves  him  with  one  leg  over  th»  fence.  He  says  he 
is  opposed  to  commissions  created  by  statute,  but 
we  do  not  oe?  fioin  hioa  —  and  he  has  bee» 
cilleo  upon  to  express  hiuiseir  upon  that  point — 
we  do  not  hear  fiom  him  w  nether  he  is  opposed  to 
commissions  in  the  abstiact  and  upuu  sreueral 
prim  irJe-  or  not.  It  mav  well  be  that  were 
thn  subject  to  rome  up  again  he  would  thiuk  that 
commissions  were  so  valuab  eanddesirable  things 
to  have  that,  rather  than  not  have  them  at  all,  he 
would  be  willing  to  vot-  for  commissions  creaiea 
by  charte< ;  so  that  perhaps  he  is  not  a  very  good 
anti-cummis.ion  man  after  all.  He  may  be  con- 
sidered as  being  upon  the  fi-nce,  readv  to  jump 
on  either  side.  The  resolutions  offered  io  the 
eaily  pa>t  of  the  year  by  the  gentleman's  lieu- 
tenant in  the  other  branco,  and  which  were  un- 
derstood to  come  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
4,  were  favorable  to  commissions.  Now  they 
take  the  other  shape.  Now  the  resolution  is  op- 
posed io  commissions,  aud  it  is  hard  to  tell  what 
the  gentleman's  position  really  is.  Thr  main  ques- 
tion, however,  that  we  want  to  consider,  is 
with  reference  to  commissions,  and  upon  that 
I  would  like  to  say  a  fe  *?  words.  It  is  objected 
heie  that  commissio.s  take  the  government  out 
of  tns  bancs  of  the  people,  tak*  away  the  peo- 
ple's rights,  aud  are  contiary  to  toe  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  and  all  that.  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  an  entirely  enontous  view  of  the 
matter.  When  Boston  was  a  small  town,  the  oeo- 
ple  met  together  in  town  uieetiog  and  substan- 
tially toe  whole  affairs  of  the  city  were  oirected 
in  town  meeting.  Whether  a  stieet  should  be 
laid  our  or  paved,  whether  a  schoolhouse  shmtd 
be  built,  all  these  mattes  weie  debated  and  acted 
upon  i  town  iueetiug,and  so  long  as  Boston  re- 
mained a  small  town,  with  comparatively  few  in- 
habitants, that  system  worked  verv  well.  But  as 
the  city  grew  larger  it  was  seen  thac  the  rystemciid 


not  work  well.  There  was  too  much  to  do.  Town 
meetings  aad  to  be  held  too  often.  There  was 
too  much  business 'O  >e  done.  To*o  meetings 
weie  found  to  be  impracticable  for  carrying 
on  the  biisines?,  and  they  casr  about  for  a 
substitute  aud  anopted  'a  city  goveinment.  It 
was  not  because  thev  did  not  tiust  the  people.  It 
was  not  taking  tl»  rights  ., way  from  the  people. 
It  was  simply  supplying  the  oeopl-  with  new  ma- 
chinery for  governing  themstlve^.  In  this  country 
we  cannot  take  the  governmentaway  from  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  necesnarv  that  the  citv  and  the 
Stite  and  the  wnole  nation  should  be  gov- 
erned by  th?  people,  and  the  people  will  do  what 
they  will,  whether  it  is  good  or  ill.  But  it  was 
feund,  as  I  say.  that  the  busioess  of  th"  city  could 
not  be  carried  on  ov  the  old  to  vn-meeting  system. 
It  was  nut  practicable.  It  took  too  much  of  the 
time  of  the  citizens,  and  when  they  had  got  any- 
thing doue,  thuy  found  tuat  it  had  b^en  done  in 
such  a  way  that  nooo'iy  was  satisfied  mi  h  it. 
Therefore  thev  changed  the  form  to  a  city  gov- 
ernment and  divided  the  citv  into  wards,  so  that 
tin  citizens  could  "-end  their  representatives  to 
this  Council,  in  ouler  that  they  might  here 
discuss  and  decermiue  toose  maners  wnich 
the  people  had  too  much  to  do  to  discuss  in  town 
meeting.  That  weot  on  and  worked  vcy  well  for  a 
gieat  manyyear-i.  But  the  city  ha*  grow  a  immense- 
ly smce  the  city  chatter  was  adopted,  and  it  is 
fuurd  thatitisnotnow  working  very  well,  and  that 
the  immense  machinery  of  our  City  Govei  runenr,  re- 
quires a  great  ceal  lot  time  and  at  ,enbion  from 
somebody,  ihe  gentlemen  serving  without  pay  on 
these  two  branches  of  the  Citv  Government,  at- 
tending meetings  once  a  week  to  discuss  these 
generalimatters,are  compelled  to  slur  over  agreat 
many  things  to  want  of  time,  and  have  found 
it  necessary  to  turn  over  the  details  to  commit- 
tees. The  co  niiMttees,  as  gentlemen  are  aware, 
ate  uot  likely  to  attend  very  folly  to  the  business 
before  them.  A.  mau  comes  here  and  it  takes  him 
a  year  to  find  out  the  duties  ot  the  committee  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  He  is  n^t  paid  to  attend 
to  this  tiling;  he  furnishes  his  services  gratui- 
tously, steals  a  few  hours  from  his  business  which 
Beeds  his  attention,  and  comes  ua  to  City  Hall  to 
discuss  those  public  matters  which  themselves  re- 
quire a  great  deal  of  attention.  The  tesult  is  that 
too  ofren  they  are  imperfecHy  attended  to.  As  I 
said,  the  details  of  the  business  are  so  great,  and 
the  machiuery  is  so  complicated,  that  to  under- 
stand affaits  thoroughly  and  to  attend  to  tnem 
properlv,  men  are  needed  who  shall  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  citv;  who  shall  be  paid  for  do- 
ing so,  and  who  shall  feel  that  it  is  their  life  busi- 
ness tor  the  lime  that  ihey  serve.  And  the  object 
ot  this  nsw  charter  an  i  <-t  the  commissions  pro- 
vided for  in  it,  so  far  as  tb^  business  of  the  city 
has  been  tr?tisfei  red  to  commissions,  is  to  get  over 
this  t/ouble  of  committees  working  gratuitously 
by  snafcoinir  a  little  time  from  their  ousiuess, 
never  perhaps  assembling  in  fml  numbers,  finding 
it  impossible  n  get  a  quorum  and  harder  to  keep 
it— and  instead  of  that  topiovide  a  few  men  picked 
out  as  especially  fitted-— as  members  ot  commit- 
tees are  not  always — for  the  business,  and  employed 
and  paid  to  give  i heir  whole  time  and  attention  to 
these  subjects.  But  the  people,  directlv  or  indirect- 
ly, ate  at  the  bottom  of  tue  whole  machinety  t till. 
The  question  of  how  these  commissions  shall 
be  chosen  is  not  before  us.  The  people 
are  at  the  oottoru  of  the  whole  tnng,  The  oo  ver 
still  rests  in  them;  it  is  oDly  a  more  convenient 
way  for  them  to  exercise  the  r  powers.  Iu  would 
be  incouvenienf,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to 
•arry  on  the  business  ot  this  city  by  the  old  town- 
meeting  system.  We  have  arranged,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  arrange  a  machinery  of  government  which 
shall  rendei  it  a  ore  conveni-nt  for  the  people  at 
large  to  Determine  and  exercise  their  powei  and 
their  wishes  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the 
City  Government — without  taking  too  mucn  of 
their  time,  Jand  without  calling  upon  them 
to  vo  e  too  ofien  upo-i  too  mauy  matters. 
I  think  we  may  feel  that  tbete  are  a  great  many 
tbirgs  before  us  aid  thar  there  have 
been  many  things  before  us  that  have  not  b-en 
very  intelligently  met,  and  that  they  should  be 
settled  bv  souie  peo.nl  e  who  nave  siudied 
into  them  particularly.  For  these  reasons 
it  seen  s  to  me  that  the  principle  of  commissions' 
which  has  bei-n  singled  out  as  unpopular,  may  be 
successfully  defended,  and  that  it  is  important 
fot  us  to  adopt  a  system  of  turning  over 
the  diffeient  branches  of  government  to  men 
who  shall  make  it  their  especial  busioess  io  take 
careof  them,  and  not  leave  them  to  be  managed  by 
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committees  of  the  City  Council  who  have  a  great 
many  other  things  to  atteno  to?  and  who  by  toe 
time  they  begin  to  learn  what  is  to  be  done  are 
rotated  out  of  office  to  give  place  to  other  men 
who  don't  know  anything  aoout  it. 

Mr.  Harn-on  of  Ward  6 — I  cannot  agree  with 
my  colleague.  It  is  ti w  that  the  city  is  so  large 
that  it  cannot  be  managed  by  town  meetings,  and 
I  recognize  the  fact  that  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  cannot  meet  upon  Boston  Com- 
mon to  t  arisact  their  business  But  the  power  is 
delegated  to  senators  and  representatives  from 
different  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  Legislature, 
for  all  such  purposes,  is  the  people  of  the  State. 
For  the  same  reason  the  City  Council  is  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  and  if  the  representatives  of  the 
people  cauDOt  manage  their  affairs  as  well  as 
paid  commissions,  I  don't  see  but  the  whole 
foundation  of  our  Government,  has  fallen 
out.  The  whole  fabric  must  rest  upon  some  power, 
and  that  power  is  the  people  or  their  elected  rep- 
reseutatives.  If  gentlemen  who  come  here  neg- 
lect their  business  on  committees  because  they 
don't  receive  any  pay,  they  ought  not  to  be  bere. 
I  hope  the  city  of  Boston  will  elect  competent  men 
to  manage  their  affairs,  aDd  if  men  accept  office 
and  come  into  this  body,  they  should  attend  to 
their  duties.  I  think  tbe  city  business  can  be  at- 
tended to  as  well  by  committees  as  by  commis- 
sioner-. I  don't  believe  in  the  idea  that  commis- 
sioners are  becter  than  committees,  for  I  believe 
that  commissious  have  proved  expensive  luxu- 
ries. If  any  gentleman  now  living  can  invent  a 
city  government  that  can  be  run  at.  less  expeuse 
toan  ou:s,  be  will  deserve  the  thauks  of  present 
and  future  generations. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  don't  believe  1  should  have  risen 
again  to  snaak  upon  i his  subject  han  it  not  been 
for  the  most  extraordinary  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Wa>d6  [Mi.  Crocker].  Let  me  re- 
peat it—  tie  most  extraoidicary  statement  I  have 
heard  sidce  I  liave  been  a  member  here;  ana  it  is 
this— I  cook  occasion  to  note  n  down,  as  I  fre- 
quently do— said  he,  "the  question  is  not  betoie  us 
astohoiv  these  men  are  to  be  appointed."  Well, 
i  ow,  let  me  answer  that  question.  Upon  page  22 
of  City  Document  50,  wniehis  tbe  charter — 

Mr.  Crocker — I  considered  the  question  before 
us  the  adoption  of  the  subsiitute  and  resolution 
offered  by  the  aeutlem^n  from  Ward  4,  which 
does  n't  raise  that,  point. 

Mr.  Snaw— I  admit  the  technicality  of  my 
learned  and  profound  friend;  but  10  debating  this 
question  we  take  the  alternative.  The  substitute 
biings  ihe  whole  question  before  us,  and  of 
course  it  can  be  debated.  Let  me  repeat  it 
again,  because  I  was  interrupted  in  the  thread 
of  my  argument— "the  question  is  uot  befoe 
us  as  to  now  these  men  are  to.  be  appoint- 
ed." Now  tbenletme  refer  to  the  twenty-second 
page  of  the  ■  harter.  The  City  Cleik— "the  Mayor 
consenting  thereto,''  meaning  his  appointment. 
On  the  23d  page ,  sir,  "and  he  mav  be  removed  by 
the  Mayoi  with  toe  approval  of  the  City  Council 
The  Cicv  Collector— "and  be  may  be  removed  by 
the  Mayor  with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council." 
Let  us  go  on.  Tt-e  Auoitor  of  Accounts — "he 
shall  be  removed  at  tbe  pleasure  of  the  board  of 
Aldermen,  the  Mavor  thereto  consenting." 

Mr.  Crocker— I  raiST  the  point  that  it  is  not  in 
oroer  to  discuss  the  details  of  the  charter  at  the 
present  time.  I  suppo  e  tbe  resolatiou  of  the 
gentleman  from  Wai  a  4  is  before  tbe  Council,  and 
that  w?  are  not  considering  whether  the  partic- 
ular details  of  t'  e  charter  aie  or  are  not  desirable. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  am  giving  my  reasons  why  1  op- 
pose the  charter  ami  piopose  to  advocate  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4. 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13— It  seems  to  me  we  are 
getting  into  the  right  direction,  after  all,  by  pro- 
voking a  little  discussion  nod  debate  upon  this 
question.  1  think  thMaentlemau  fiom  Ward  4  is 
entu'ed  ''o  the  thanks  or  the  Council  for  the  prop- 
osition he  has  put  forth,  whether  we  agree  with 
him  or  not,  for  it  has  made  a  point  to  diecuss  this 
uiatiei  upon.  From  my  stai  dpoin',  I  must  say  I 
agree  with  him.  The  question  of  commissions  is  n't 
the  important  mutter  with  me;  it  is  tbe  method 
of  appointing  tlem.  It  is  n't  a  question  of  how 
we  are  iroing  io  administer  the  Government,  but 
tbe  best  way  of  getting  men  to  administer  it.  It, 
seems  to  u>e  that  is  a  fact  which  we  can  all  recog- 
nize aud  discuss  without  any  feeling  or  personal- 
ities. Theie  is  apriiicipleunderlyma  this  matter. 
The  reason  wby  we  propose  to  have  ane*  charter 
is,  we  have  found  ourselves  running  into  debt, 
and  the  expense  of  conducting  the  city's  business 
is  so  immense,  that  a  change  is  called  for.    If  you 


can  adopt  any  plan  for  carrying  out  the  present 
system  of  government  more  economically  than  it 
is  now,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  plan  will  satisfy 
the  people.  That  is  what  we  are  after.  It  is  n't 
the  form  of  appointing  commissioners,  or  who 
shall  appoint  them;  but  the  question  is  to  adopt 
some  plan  of  administering  our  Goveibment  in 
tbe  most  economical  manner  possible.  Whoever 
can  suggest  such  apian  well  deserves  the  thanks 
of  thj  citizens.  I  have  taken  considerable  pains 
to  look  over  the  new  darter,  and  I  believe  that  if 
we  take  it  uc  clause  by  clause  and  item  by  item, 
we  should  all  substantially  agree  upou  it.  There 
are  some  details  of  th?  old  chatter  that  need  to  he 
perfected,  and  I  believe  that  has  partially  been 
done.  But  the  aran'l  issue  before  the  Council  is 
the  question  of  commissions — shall  we  run  this 
Government  by  commissions  or  not?  If  we 
decide  to  run  it  by  commissions — which  1  don't 
object  to,  if  it  can  be  done  cneaper — then  the 
question  is  whether  they  snail  be  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council.  My 
prefeience  is  tor  election  by  the  City  Council; 
that  is  t;  hat  I  go  for  in  every  instance.  If  I  can 
hear  of  any  aigument  why  the  appointment 
should  be  left  in  the  banns  of  any  one  man,  so 
that  the  responsibility  will  remain  with  the  ap- 
pointing power,  it  might  alter  ray  opinion.  But  I 
can't  see  it.  I  don't  believe  it  will.  If  any 
man  appointed  to  the  office  by  ihe  Mayor  proves 
to  be  a  tiaud,  the  responsibility  is  not  going  to 
rest  upon  bim.  Here  is  wneie  the  odium 
will  rest,  ana,  therefore,  here  is  where 
the  name  ot  the  candidate  should  be  produced, — 
then  the  responsibility  will  rest  here,  and  if  we 
oou't  nrovKie  good  men,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the 
citizens  nf  Boston  »ho  will  not  send  capable  rep- 
resentatives io  the  City  Government. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  believe  I  am  entitleo  to  the  floor. 
I  old  n't  give  'ip  tbe  floor,  but  I  did  n't  tali  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  13  to  order.  I  never  did 
such  a  thiig,  though  my  worthy  friend  from  the 
Sixth  Ward  called  me  to  order.  I  was  referrmgto 
the  Auditorof  Accounts— "theMasor thereto com- 
sentiog."  The  gentleman  says — let  me  repeat  it; — 
that  "the  question  is  uot  before  us  as  to  how  these 
men  are  to  be  appointed."  Ihose  are  iris  words 
verbatim  et  literatim.  Let  the  gentleman  rise  to 
a  point  of  ordei.  He  cannot  call  me  to  order. 
Tue  sixth  proposition  of  tbe  charter  that  "the 
Mayor,  with  the  approvol  of  the  City  Council, 
shall  appoint"  the  Board  of  Education.  How  is 
that  for  high?  Eighth  proposition — "the  Major 
shall  at  all  tines  have  toe  ai'e  tion  and 
control  of  the  police  fo'ce  of  the  city." 
Ninth  —  "the  Mayor,  vsi  h  the  aporoval 
of  the  City  Council,"  shall  appoint  the 
members  of  the  Street  Depa:tment.  Wheie  is 
vour  arbitraiy  po  ver  now?  reiitb  ptoposition — 
Department  ol  Buildings ano  Lands— "Tbe  Mayor, 
with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council."  Whoever 
heard  that  the  City  Council  aid  n't  approve  of  an 
app"intrneut  of  the  Mayor?  ihey  have  n't  got 
the  courage  and  manliuess  to  'rand*  up  anfl  refuse 
to  obey  the  orders  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  Teutli 
proposition — Water  Department  —  "The  Mav- 
or, with  the  approval  of  the  Citv  Couu- 
cil,"  shall  aopoiut.  Twelfth  —  Health  De- 
partment—"The  Mayor,  with  the  approval 
of  (the  City  Council,"  shall  appoint.  Four- 
teenth—Directors  tor  Public  Iosticuri.  ns:  ••ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor."  Talk  about  a  king!  De- 
partment'of  Oveiseets  of  the  Poor— "consist  of 
nine  persons  not  membeis  of  the  City  Couucil, 
appointed  bv  tue  Mayor."  Sixteenth— Trustees 
of  City  Hospital;  "six  persons  cot  members  of 
the  City  Council,  appointed  bv  the  Mavor." 
Seventeenth — Public  Library;  Board  of  Tiustees; 
"six  persons  not  members  of  the  City  Courcil.  ap- 
pointed b>-  toe  Mayor."  Eighteenth— Depart- 
ment of  Public  Grounds:  "tlie  Mayor,  with  the 
approval  of  the  City  Council,  shall  appoint  three 
persons."  And  so  on,  etc.,  etc.  My  frieiid  from 
the  Sixth  Ward  says  what  ?  Why,  lie  savs  in  sub- 
stance that  nobody  is  »o  appoint  thein  uuder  the 
control  of  the  Mayor.  "Tbe  question  is  nor  be- 
foieusasto  bow  toe^e  men  are  to  be  ap<  oint- 
ed."  Haven't!  reac  eighteen  different  appoint- 
ments by  his  Honor  the  Mayor?  I  am  king!  lam 
Mayor  1 '  The  kiug  shall  do  no  wrong!  Have  we 
come  to  this,  Mr.  President,  that  iii  the  city  of 
Boston,  the  Athens  of  America,  we  are  to  have  a 
king  over  us?  and  that  that,  king  is  to  sav, 
Thou  shalt  be  Lord  Mayor,  and  thou  Shalt 
not;  and  I  am  holier  than  thou.  That 
is  the  effect  of  this  doctrine,  sir.  The  people  have 
no  rights,  tl  we  are  to  have  these  commissions, 
let  them  be  elected  by  the  people,  or  at  least,  sir. 
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by  the  popular  vote  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  If  ask»bow  many  umes,  sir,  within  the 
last  rive  ye'jrs,  has  a  nomination  from  ti is  Honor 
tbp  Mayor  been   vot-  d  down  by  the  City  Council  ? 

How  many  times,  sir,  in  the  appointment  of  all 
these  honorable  commissions  which  the  Mayor 
has  appointed  so  far— and  here  are  eighteen  more, 
sir— how  many  times  have  anv  of  the  nominations 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  beeu  voted  oown  by  the 
Citv  Council?  rhe  Mayor  sit s  unon  a  high  ped- 
estal The  cat  may  Iook  upo  1  the  king-.  Wt  may 
look  up  to  the  Mayor,  sii  ;  but  our  judgment  and 
the  judgment  ot  my  friend  who  has  lett  his  seat 
here  is  as  good  as  that  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
whoever  the  Mayor  may  be.  That  is  the  doctrine. 
Give  us  the  people's  right* ;  give  us  the  rights 
of  a  free  government  —  a  government  elect- 
ed by  the  people  —  and  not  let  this  whole 
democracy  of  ouis  run  into  an  autocracy. 
They  may  call  this  popycock  talk.  They 
may  call  tois  whatever  lhey  may,  but  sir, 
it  mei-ts  a  lesponse  in  the  bosoms  ot 
the  people.  Wheo  you  sir,  and  I,  are  elected  to 
this  Cou>  cili  we  come  be  re  to  protect  the  constit- 
uency which  elected  us,  a  constituency  unable, 
sir,  to  protect  it.>eH  from  the  powe  s  of  thi  City 
Hall.  I  speak  in  plain  language;  it  is  language 
which  cannot  be  understood — misunderstood. 
Ge  on  aod  laugh  ya  hypocrites,  if  you  please! 

The  President— 'The  gentleman  will  confine  him- 
self to  the  questioi' . 

Mr.  Shaw— Go  on,  Mr.  President,  let  the  people 
laugh  here.  I  speak  the  words  ot  truth  and  so- 
berness, and  they  know  it,  acd  I  believe  that  it 
commenos  itself  to  the  best  judgment  of  those 
present.  I  care  not  for  laughter  and  ridicule.  I 
care  for  th  t  which  is  common  sense,  and  I  say 
that  the  doctrine  which  is  enunciated  by  me  to- 
day, is  the  doctrine  which  lies  nearest  the  hearts 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— If  it  is  true  that  no 
nomination  made  by  the  Mayor  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil ha*  ever  been  rejected,  it  strikes  me  that  it  is 
a  pretty  good  argument  in  favor  of  allowing  the 
Mayor  to  make  nominations,  since  the  nomina- 
tions have  always  been  so  good  that  they  met 
with  the  appioval  of  the  City  Government.  I 
must  confess  that  when  I  first  read  the  uew  city 
charter,  I  had  grave  ooubts  as  to  th- wisdom  of 
making  anv  such  change,  but  the  mote  I  exam- 
ined it,  the  more  it  seemed  to  one  that  the  po  vers 
of  the  City  Council  were  preserved  for  it.  It 
seems  to'  me  that  t no  idea  that  it  is  a 
change  of  our  City  Government  fiorn  a  de  i  oc- 
racyioaa  aristocracv  is  not  well  founded,  and 
that  the  power  of  the  City  Couocil  over  the  man- 
agement of  the  city  is  quite  thoroughly  preserved, 
as  I  understand  the  charter.  It  in  true  chat  the 
Mayot  makes  a  great  many  nominations,  but  in 
the  first  place  tbe  Mayor  is  not  a  king.  He  is  a 
citizen  ot  Boston  elected  by  tbe  people  at  frequent 
inteivals;  and  in  the  Dext  place  his  nominations 
come  bei ore  tbe  City  Couucil  for  their  approval 
or  disapproval.  TLe  charter  also  provides  that 
any  corvmissioner,  trustee  or  officer  appoint- 
ed unoeraoy  provision  of  this  act  may  at  any 
time  be  r» moved  by  the  Mayor  with  rhe 
approval  of  the  City  Couocil,  or  may  be 
removed  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
City  Council.  That  is,  if  these  apD»intees  are 
unsatisfactory,  tsvo-thirds  of  the  City  Council 
can  remove  them  in  spite  of  the  Mayor.  Also  all 
boards  of  officers  intrusted  with  the  expenditure 
of  public  money  shall  be  aocouo table,  therefore, 
to  the  City  Council  in  such  manner  as  the  City 
Council  may  direct,  ai.d  the  City  Council  may  re- 
quite of  all  persons  entiusted  with  the  collection, 
custody  or  disbursement  of  the  public  monsjy 
bouils,  etc.  Fuither,  no  expenditure,  or 
contract,  or  agreement  involving  a  payment 
ot  money,  shall  be  made  m  any  depart- 
ment or  office,  or  by  any  board,  commis- 
sioner or  offi-er  of  the  city,  etc.,  unless 
included  in  the  approptiation  made  by  the  City 
Council,  or  'f  in  excess  of  that  appropriation  it 
requires  a  two-thiids  vote  of  tbe  City  Council.  It 
seems  to  me,  thereto;  *,  that  the  powers  of  the 
City  Council  are  really  very  thorough  over  all 
these  board*  01  commissions  it  is  pioposed  to  ap- 
point. I  hardly  see  any  method  by  which  they 
can  be  more  thorough. 

And  again  with  regard  to  appointments.  There 
are  objections,  probably,  to  almost  any  way  we 
could  devise  to  mtke  appointments.  It  has  al- 
ways se.med  to  me  that  our  present  method  of 
selecting,  or  making  appointments  by  com- 
mittee nominations,  for  city  departments,  was 
about  as  objectionable  as  any  arrangement  that 


could  be  made.  How  is  it  done?  A  Council 
comes  together,  maoy  of  its  members  ntw  and 
unfamiliar  with  the  rules,  and  some  member 
jumps  up  in  his  seat  and  moves  that  bla..k  with 
such  as  the  Aldermen  may  join  be  a  commur.ee  to 
nominate  such  and  such  a  city  officei.and  it  is  tbe 
custom  that  that  member  be  mad-  chairman  of 
that  committee  The  two  others  appointed  prob- 
ably take  no  special  inieiest  in  the  case,  but  of 
course  the  chaiiman  rises  tor  the  veiy  puij>ose  of 
getting  his  favorite  in.  So  that  tbe  fact  of  who 
shall  conn  before  the  Council  with  the  prestige  of 
the  sommittees  appointment  depends  on  the  ac- 
cident of  who  happens  first  to  be  successful  in 
catching  the  Speaker's  eye.  Ir  seems  tome  that  it  is 
a  most  injudicious  way  of  making  our  coaiinal 
tions,  and  I  sbould  be  glad  at  lastto  see  that  prac- 
tice or  habit  ot  the  Council  abolished,  that  makes 
it  necessaiy  to  appoint  that  membeic  hairman; 
for  1  don't  thick  fnat  any  man  should  nave  the 
right  to  be  chairman  ot  such  an  important  com- 
mitter, simply  because  he  bappecs  to  be  the  first 
to  jump  on  his  feet  and  offer  the  order.  It  seems 
to  rue,  however,  as  well  as  I  have  studied  this 
charter,  tbat  on  the  whole  the  wisest  way  is  to  let 
the  Mayor  select  the  appointments,  and  then,  sir, 
you  have  tbe  responsibility  fixed,  and  if  a  man  is  a 
bad  selection,  there  is  a  piomment  peison  to  be 
ashamed  ot  it,  aod  it  will  bemuc.  better  tnan  to 
have  that  Dcminaiioo  oepend  upon  tbe  accident 
of  wbo  happens  first  to  jump  to  his  feet  here. 

Mr.  Howes— I  tbiak  my  friend  from  Ward  5 
amplifies  to  a  great  degree  the  powers  of  the 
Mayor  as  confide  J  by  this  charier.  He  states  thac 
no  nomiration  mado  by  ihe  Mayor  has  been  de- 
feated by  the  City  Council  foi  some  time.  I  think 
he  is  mistakeo,  for  I  can  recall  an  instance  in 
which  tbe  Mayor's  nomination  has  been  defeated. 
Though  1  cannot  recall  the  nomination  I  know 
the  fact.  However,  on  the  other  banl,  if  the 
Mayoi  were  to  nominate  Quite  a  number  of  com- 
missions during  the  year,  the  veto  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Aldeimsn  and  Council  woul.i  be  greatly 
enlarged.  There  would  be  more  scrutiny  of  the 
chara,ctrr  and  lecord  of  men  who  were 
nominated.  As  the  Mayor's  powers  en- 
larged, and,  if  we  call  it  so,  ihe  powers 
of  the  City  Council  lessened,  the  Council  -would  be 
far  more  apt  to  use  efficiently  tue  powers  they 
still  reseived.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  on 
my  immediate  lett,  aas  said  it  *ould  be  very  well 
to  leave  matters  in  the  hands  ot  committees  as 
now;  tbat  the  members  wb'o  are  elected  k' re 
ought  to  be  faithful  to  their  duties;  that  if  they 
are  not  faitnful  and  honest  they  ougnt  tot  to  be 
here.  Of  course  the  ooctrine  is  a  very  good  one,  if 
we  could  only  bave  men  m  the  Cuy  Government 
wbo  would  do  all  required  of  them,  wbo  would  be 
perfectly  honest  ana  never  take  advantage  of  the 
city  it  it  should  fall  in  toeir  power.  Were  a  coun- 
try or  city  composed  entiiely  of  such  pure, 
disintere-ted  men,  we  should  probably  need  very 
little  govettmeut.at  all.  But  1  am  afraid,  sir,  to 
use  the  language  of  Colonel  Hay,  "We  could  re- 
solve till  tbe  cows  come  home  without  accom- 
plishing any  such  result." 

The  sum  paiu  toese  commissioners,  supposing 
we  form  boards,  is  but  very  smaU,  compated  with 
the  advantage  they  may  be  to  us.  The  pav  of  a 
board  ot  commissioners  may  amount  to  $10,000  or 
$15,000,  but,  as  eveiy  one  knows,  the  expenditure 
ot  the  leading  departments  of  the  Government  are 
anywhere  trom  $50,000  to  $1,000,000.  Now,  sir, 
it  is  the  saving  btought  about  in  these 
expenditures  that  we  are  desirous  of  making.  The 
mere  payment  of  $10,000  or  $20,000  in  salariei  is 
but  a  small  item.  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  m 
the  Eire  Department,  within  the  past  year,  a  sav- 
ing in  tbe  mere  item  of  i epairs  of  $50,000  has  been 
made.  What  is  the  amount  of  their  salaries 
($12,000),  compared  with  this?  The  saving  has 
been  efftotto  by  the  closesr  scrutiny  as  to  pur- 
chases, and  what  has  been  accomolished  there 
maybe  accomplished  in  any  other  department  so 
managed. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  Dislike  very  much  to 
enter  into  this  discussion  at  this  late  hour  ot  the 
afternoon  when  the  members  of  the  Council  are 
doubiless  anxious  to  finish  the  business  of  the 
meeting  and  get  home.  But  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Government  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  tbe  order  appointing  the  commission 
on  the  charter,  and  also  having  been  a  member  of 
the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  I  have  given  the 
subject  some  attention,  and  it  may  be  proper  for 
me  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  it  before  the  vote 
is    taken,     although     I    shall     not    attempt    to 
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say  what  I  should  like  to  if  lime  would 
allow.  The  chief  thing  which  leo  me  as 
a  member  ot  the  committee  to  join  with  the  ma- 
jority io  reporting  favorably  upon  this  charter, 
was  that  it  seemed  to  me  to  separate  the  execu- 
tive from  the  legislative  ooweis  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Now  it  is  a  principle  of  good  government, 
to  which  every  gentleman  here  I  thins  will  sub- 
scribe, that  the  executive  aea  legislative  depart- 
ments ot  the  Government  -hould  oe  separate  and 
distinct.  It  is  unnecessary  to  cite  any  autnoiities 
upon  tbi»  point;  no  one, I  presume,  nil t  dispu  e 
it.  And,  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me  thai;  our 
present  city  charter  is  defective  m  th°  fact  that 
there  is  no  distinction  between  these  depart- 
ments. The  Mayor  is  nominally  the  nead 
executive  officer  of  the  city,  but  j  et  tne  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  certain  executive  powers,  and  the 
joint  committees  of  the  Council  have  cert  tin  ex- 
ecutive powers.  The  Board  or  Aldermen,  still 
having  certain  of  these  executive  powers,  also 
shares  in  the  legislativepowerof  tne  Government. 
Now,  although  such  a  form  might  have  been  proper 
for  the  citv  fifty  years  ago,  it  i;  entirely  inade- 
quate for  the  wants  of  a  city  of  350,000  inhabitants 
like  this  of  today.  The  gover  ment  which  is 
adapted  to  a  city  of  the  territorial  extent  aud 
population  ot  Boston,  should  be  fashioned  after 
the  Legislature  of  tnh  State  or  the  Congress 
of  the  Uuited  States.  The  Mayoi,  the 
chief  executive  officer  of  tne  city,  should 
have  the  appointment  of  his  subordinate  execu- 
tive officers,  and  the  legislative  powers  of  the 
government  should  be  invested  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  aud  Coin  «, on  Couocil,  and  thesp  two 
branches  should  be  equal  ana  cobroiu-te.  I  be- 
lieve the  Mayor  soouli  have  the  appointment  of 
these different  commissions, or  boards,  or  beads  of 
deoaitments — I  don't  care  what  you  call  them, 
whether  commissions,  or  give  them  some  other 
name — because  commissions  are  simply  executive 
officers;  they  are  not  the  legislative  deoart>nent; 
they  are  not  to  have  any  power  except  such  as 
we  give  them. 

No??  the  objection  is  raised  here,  that  in  giviog 
the  apipoincoieni  of  these  officers  t)  the  Mayor  we 
are  doing  something  which  is  ant'-aemoer..tic. 
Gentlemen  say  that  it  is  taking  power  a-vav  from 
the  p.  ople ;  that  it  is  converting  our  City  tiovern- 
ment  into  an  aiistociacy  or  autocracy  ;  but  wher^ 
do  wp  get  our  idsa  of  republican  government? 
What  is  the  great  living  model  ot  republican  gov- 
ernments? What,  Mi-.  President,  but  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States?  And  how  is  it  there? 
Who  has  the  appointment  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments? Does  the  Congress  i >f  the  United  States 
elect  the  Secretary  of  State  or  the  Postmas- 
ter General?  Do  the  people  elect  these 
officers?  Does  Congress  elect  your  foreign 
ministers,  your  re/enue  officers?  No,  sir;  the  ap- 
pointment of  ah  the  heads  of  departments  is 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States,  aud 
that  is  oone  under  that  constitution  which  all  of 
us  are  always  so  ready  to  profess  to  support  and 
admire  so  greatly.  Now,  sir,  if  it  is  republican  for 
the  Presiocnt  of  the  United  States  to  appoint,  the 
heads  of  dep  .rcments,  10  appoi  t  all  toe  execu- 
tive officers  in  the  National  Government,  is  it  not 
also  republican  for  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  appoint  the  executive  officers  or  the  City 
Governmen.  ? 

Now  the  argument  that  because  we  never  did 
reject  any  appointments  made  by  tne  Mayor,  if  he 
had  the  appoiutmeut  of  all  these  commissions  the 
City  Government  would  not  leject  any  of  thsru, 
shows  one  of  two  things.  I  don't  know  but  this 
has  been  answered,  for  I  have  not  fo'lowed  all  the 
debate — but  that  argument  shows  one  ot  two 
things;  eithei  that  'he  apponMoents  were  good 
appointments  that  should  not  have  been  rejected, 
or  if  bad  appointments  were  made,  a'jd  the  Coun- 
cil failed  to  reject  them,  then,  I  say,  if  thati»  the 
case,  it  shows  that  the  City  Council  is  not  worthy 
to  be  trusted  with  that  power.  It  the  Couocil  can't 
be  trusted  to  reject  an  uu  worthy  appointment,  I 
say  it  cannot  be  'rusted  to  elect  these  officers,  or 
commissioners,  or  heads  of  departments,  or  what- 
ever name  you  may  give  to  these  various  execu- 
tive officeis.  As  a  inembrr  of  the  committee  I  fa- 
vored certain  amendments  to  this  charter,  which 
were  rejected  in  the  Board  of  A'dcmen:  certain 
amendments  which  gave  alargei  power  to  the  City 
Council.  Even  as  the  charter  stands,  1  say  that 
the  City  Ooumil  retains  ah  the  legislative  po-ver 
of  the  Government.  AH  these  commissions  are 
subject  to  the  ordinances  of  the  City  Council.  But 
I  say  that  these  commissions  should  not  only 
be  subject   to   the   ordinances,   buc  they  should 


also  be  subject  to  the  ordprs  of  the  City 
Government  with  certain  qualifications,  i  do  not 
believe  that  the  City  Couieit  should  have  any 
power  to  order  the  commission  or  superintendent 
to  appoint  certain  men  as  his  suoorcinaces,  or  in- 
terfere with  any  regulations  rhey  might  aaopt  for 
the  government  it  their  various  depart neuts,  buc 
in  regard  to  the  matteis  which  are  coming  berore 
their  depa  tments.  I  say  tne  Ciiy  Couocil  :,hoald 
have  >he  power  over  these  commissions.  We  have 
a  power  to  restrain  them  in  case  they 
do  what  we  do  rot  desire  them  to  do. 
Thev  cannot  enter  into  enterprises  involving 
any  large  expenditure  of  money,  involving  over 
$5000,  I  rbiok  it  is,  without  the  aDproval  of 
the  Cicy  Cornell.  If  that  sum  is  too  large  wa  can 
make  it  smaller.  We  canhmitit  so  that  they  can't 
do  anything  involvlni;  auv  expenditure  of  money 
over  §1000;  but  I  believe  we  should  also  have  the 
right  of  che  initiative.  I  think  if  the  City  Council 
should  deem  it  best,  if  a  majority,  or  two-thirds  of 
those  present  and  votingshould  think  ir  best,  that 
a  certain  building  should  be  erected,  or  a  street 
widened  or  paved,  and  the  commission  having 
charge  of  that  department  should  not  see  tic  to  do 
ir,  I  tdiok  the  Councl  should  have  the  power  to 
instruct  them  ;  but  when  the  Couacil  has 
once  determined  upon  a  measure,  then  the 
commission  shoulo  be  empowered  to  execute  it 
and  carry  it  out.  Let  me  illustrate  my  idea  of  th9 
true  rela  ions  that  shoulo  exiscbetweeo  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  bi arches  of  t  >e  governmeui.If , 
for  instance,  I  should  deteimme  to  builo  a  bouse, 
I  have  the  right  to  Ss-.v  what  kind  ot  a  house  it 
should  b>- — whether  two  oi  three  stories,  whether 
of  brick  or  wood,  and  what  the  expense  should 
be;  and  \vh?n  I  have  made  up  my  mini  upon 
these  thiigs,  I  woulo  ooc  go  ort  and  at- 
tempt to  build  the  bouse  myself,  not  unless 
I  was  a  carpenter  or  builder.  But  I  employ 
an  architect  and  a  builder  to  construct  the 
house  for  me.  If  I  should  go  out  into  the  market 
myself,  and  attempt  ro  buy  brick  a  d  Lumber,  I 
should  ptobably  get  swiudied,  and  I  therefore 
employ  somel-ody  who  is  skilled  in  that  busi- 
ness So  with  ihe  City  Government.  I  believe 
the  City  Council  sboild  oecioe  wnat  it  desires  to 
have  done,  but  when  it  has  once  mads  up  its 
mind,  theu  it  should  have  a  commission  of  ex- 
perts to  carry  oo  the  work  in  question.  If  you 
divide  the  powers  of  the  City  Government  in  this 
way  it  seems  io  me  vou  will  lneectnat  great  desici- 
eratuin  vhien  is  demanded  in  aU  governments, 
that  the  executive  and  tae  legislative  powers 
should  be  separate  and  distinct. 

I  believe  in  this  way  that  the  g  ivernnient  will 
be  more  economically  administerea.  Now,  I  am 
aware  tnat  recently,  in  the  public  pauers,  certain 
statement"  have  be>-n  made  going  to  show  that 
commissions  already  establisn9o  in  this  govern- 
ment have  greatly  increased  the  expenses  of  the 
departments  over  Woich  they  are  aopoiuted.  And 
I  kave  taken  the  pams  to  make  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  expenses  of  the  differeni  departments 
of  the  goverame  t  of  five  yeais  ago  ad  during 
the  year  whicn  terminated  tipon  che  1st  of  May- 
last.  [  uave  cotnpai  ed  the  year  ending  May 
1,  '71,  with  the  year  ending  May  1,  1875.  Tue 
first  year  that,  I  mention  was  anterior  to  the  es- 
t  olislnnent  of  the  Board  of  Health  aud  the  Fire 
Commission,  aud  tnese  are  the  two  irreac  com- 
missions <vhieb  are  iu  pODular  disfsivor.  and  I  find 
the  increase  in  these  different  oepa  t  nents  is  as 
follows:  In  the  Depaitmeat  of  Bridges  an  iu- 
crease  of  49  per  cent.;  Department  of  Common, 
54  per  cent.;  Engineer's  Department,  78  per  cent.; 
Fire  Department  44  per  cent.;  Health  Depart- 
ment, 54  per  cent.;  Lamps,  35  per  cent.; 
Over  eers  of  the  Poor,  94  per  ceot. ;  Paviug,  43  per 
cent.;  Police,  40  ppr  cent,:  Public  Kiu'diugs.  34 
per  cam.;  Public  Institutions,  50  per  cent.;  Li- 
brary, 91  per ceut.;  sewers, 84per  cent,;  Surveyors, 
149  per  cem. ;  Water  Works,  1S5  per  ce ot, ;  Widen- 
ing Streets,  37  per  cent. 

Mr.  Peahodv  of  Ward  9 -Will  the  eeurlemau 
permit  me  tdasu  s  question  simply  for  informa- 
tion? Whether  these  expe  lditures  in  tue  later 
penod  are  not  reckoned  with  the  new  territory 
added? 

Mr.  Brackett— Certainly,  but  that  has  not  been 
considered  bv  those  who  have  ma  le  tu  so  state- 
ments with  regard  to  the  increased  expenditures 
m  the  departments  iu  charge  ot  the  commissious, 
aud  that  is  what  I  was  goiug  to  sav  Allth.se 
denar'iueuts  of  the  government  have  been  great- 
ly increased  in  tbear  expenditures  since  tue  year 
ending  May  1,1871;  hut  tnere  are  eight  depart- 
ments of  tne  government  wheie  the  increase 01  ex- 
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penditurois  greatei  thai  it  has  been  io.toe  Fire  De- 
partment under  the  commission,  and  seven  of  them 
wnme  it  is  largei  than  in  tbe  Health  Department. 
Again,  to  make  a  comparison  bttween  toeexpend 
ituies  ot  tha  Fire  Department  for  ihe  last  year 
and  of  uie  last  year  of  the  Fire  Department  as  it 
wa«  formerly  managed  bv  a  joint  Siandiiig  com- 
mittee •  >(  tbe  Council.  Th>4  expense  of  the  Pire 
Department  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1873,  was 
$605,.'S10.U0,  a  d  tor  the  year  1875  it  as  $508,603.03, 
—  Showing  a  soving  of  $6747.27.  Furthermore,  in 
the  Fiie  Alar  u  Denarrmenc  the  expenditure  tor 
tnevcar  elding  Mav  1  1873,  was  $40,607,  And  for 
the  ye»r  ending  May  1.  1875,  $28,101.10,— a  saving 
of  $12,584.  This  is  all  under  the  chaige  of  the 
Fue  t'ouinmsiooers.  Again,  the  exp<-nditure  for 
byo  rants  or  reservoirs  for  ihe  use  of  water,  for 
tbe  year  1873,  w  s  only  »;75,942.76,  while  in  1875  it 
was  $98,018.33.  So  thai*  the  expenditures  for  tdd 
use  of  ^ater,  which  cannot  be  charged  to  the  Fire 
Commission,  for  that  is  an  expenditure  which 
they  cannot  control,  was  $23,000  greater  this  year 
than  in  1873.  So  the  nifference  in  favor  of 
the  Fire  Commission  as  compared  with  tne  man- 
agement of  the  Kire  Department  du.iog  the  last 
year  in  wruch  it  -.as  managed  by  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  tao  Council,  was  something  like  $40,000. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Waid  20—1  will  us*  the  geatitman 
if  he  can  tell  us  the  losn  by  the  gieat  the,  of  ap- 
paratus, etc.? 

Mr.  B'  ickett—  1  am  una.tle  to  answer  tbe  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Siblev— I  should  be  glad  to  get  the  figures. 

Mr  Brackett— 1  am  simply  comparing  the  ex- 
penses as  I  find  tbeiu  in  the  lepoits.  ioaiy  use 
these  figures  to  show  that  the  argume  twhicb  has 
been  made  against  tbe  Fire  Coinmissioi  aod  the 
Board  of  Health  that  they  have  gieafiy  inc. eased 
the  expenses  of  these  department*  is  nor  a  true 
one,  o  cause  the  expeoses  have  increased  in  many 
of  the  departments  in  a  much  greater  tatio. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  is  ver>  well  known,  Mr. 
Freslc  ent,  that  1  first  introduced  the  ordei  for  the 
reorganization  of  tbe  Fire  Department,  and  tnat 
for  fnur  or  five  months,  in  company  with  .i  geutle- 
tobii  fiom  the  Board  of  Alecimen.who  is  now  with- 
in heariug  of  my  voice,  I  worked  earnestly  and 
laboriously  for  the  reorganization  and  roi  the 
commission — for  a  commission  rather.  But  I  say 
the  figures  produced  bv  mv  friend  from  Wara  10 
aie  entirely  fallacious.  1  believe,  notwitbst^no- 
ing  all  that,  that  the  commission  upon  the  Fire 
Department  has  worked  efficiently  ano  well.  And 
I  believe,  sii,  when  it  can  ne  shown  to  the  City 
Council,  as  was  shown  in  that  case,  that  a  com- 
mission is  necessaiy,  it  should  be  appointed  oi 
elected,  and  that  commission  should  ue  organ- 
ized. My  position,  by  the  way  ot  parenthesis,  is 
this:  not  loi  a  dozeu  and  a  half  of  commissions 
at  one  fell,  wholesale  swoop ;  but  let  a  commission 
be  shown  to  be  a  nec-ssity,  and  I  will  be  one  of 
the  ea>  nest  ones  in  favor  of  it.  Now,  sir,  1  have 
be«n  astonished,  as  I  have  said  b-ro,e,  at  the  re- 
marks mate  oy  my  Miend  f.om  Beacoa  dill,  and 
1  am  as  much  astonished  at  the  remarks  made  by 
my  friend  fro  o  the  Tenth  Ward.  I  am  in  the 
haoit,,  Mr.  President,  of  taking  notes  of 
wnat  is  said,  ml  When  I  find  these  statements 
made,  and  when  1  find  the  gentleman  from  the 
Temh  Ward  arguing  agaiust  the  premises  as 
laid  down  byhiui,I  am  more  than  ever  astonished, 
tor  a  gentleman  as  picfound  as  he  is,  and  as  well 
studied  in  the  law,  and  as  veil  posted  as  he  is  in 
debate,  to  make  statements  against  his  own  prop- 
osition! Tnat  is  my  opinion,  simply.  Hesay», 
"The  execuive  and  legislative  departments 
should  be  separate."  I  agree  with  him,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. I  agiee  with  him  in  toto  tnat  tbev  should 
besenarate.  Now,  what  do  she  prop  se?  Why, 
he  proposes  to  consolidate  them.  The  May- 
or is  executive,  and  we  are  ihe  legislative 
deoartmeut.  And  he  goes  on  to  argue 
that  tbe  two  branches  of  the  City  Government 
should  be  coor.iinate.  I  agree  with  that;  I  say 
they  should  be  coordinate  as  are  the  two  blanches 
of  r  be  Legislature,  and  thai  is  contemplated  by  the 
gentlennn's  proposition  trom  the  Fourta  Ward — 
that  every  committer  shall  be  a  joint  committee, 
excepting,  as  I  stated  before,  possibly  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  I  am  willing  to  except 
that.  Now,  my  tiiend  from  the  Tenth  Ward— and 
these  ai  e  his  exact  words — says,  "The  executive 
and  legislative  depaitments  of  tbe  Government 
should  se  separate."  Now,  what  is  this  proposi- 
tion in  this  chartei  ?  It  is  that  they  shall  be  con- 
solidated and  placed  in  the  power  of  tne  kit'g — 
tbe  Executive.  What  have  we  to  do  with  it? 
Concur,   concur,   concur;    tnat    is  all.     Tramp 


tight  along,  like  a  parcel  of  fchool  boys  following 
the  track;  or  their  teacher  to  some  place  oui  in  the 
country  where  they  are  gning  to  hive  a  picnic  or 
something  of  that  kind.  That  is  all  we  are,  sir,  as 
aCitv  <  lovermnent  elected  by  the  peoole,  to  follow 
in  the  tiack  o<  our  teacher,  on r  lord,  our  xing. 
That  is  all  undei  the  newchaiter.  The  Mayor  is 
to  appoiat  and  we  are  to  confirm. 

Tte  «tareuieut  has  not  been  made  except  by 
my  pyortby  friend  on  my  left,  whose  experience  of 
a  year  has  taugnt  him  everything,  sir,  that  one 
man  was  once  rejected  who  bat  b*eu  nominated 
by  tbe  Mayor  These  are  his  words.  One  nomi- 
nation was  rejected.  One  instant,  be  thinks. 
He  thinks  there  was  one  instance  where 
a  man  was  rejected.  Why,  1  dou't  sav,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, but  the  that  Mavor  "would  make  gooi  nom- 
inations. I  don't  believe,  Mr.  President— ana  let 
me  say  it  in  nonor  and  KOod  laith— that  I  don't 
believe  a  Mavor  of  Boston  would  nominate  a  man 
whom  he  believed  to  be  unfit  for  his  place ;  but 
you  and  I  and  seventv-two  other  membfi'S  of  this 
Council  are  full-giowu  men,  and  our  judgment 
and  our  brain  may  bring  us  to  thB  consideration 
that  one  mm  is  as  good  as  any  other  man,  k  he 
behaveo  himself  a<  well.  We  don't  want  to  select 
a  man  because  be  lives  hn  Beacon  Hill,  or  because 
lie  lives  on  the  Back  Bay,  or  becau-e  he  lives  at 
the  North  En  ,  tbe  South  Eio,  the  West 
End  or  tbe  East  End  ;  not  because  he  is 
oui  friend  and  aines  with  ns  at  a  quarter-past 
two  every  day.  A.  man  should  be  nominated  for  a 
place  because  be  is  competent  foi  the  place,  let 
him  come  from  the  gutter  or  the  palace,  if  he  is 
tbe  best  man  for  that  place,  not  because  be  dines 
with  us  eveiy  oay;  not  because  he  joes  to  our 
church.  Give  us  ihe  man  of  brains,  of  integrity, 
of  uprightness,  of  abilitv  and  capaciy  and  ex- 
perience. He  is  tne  man  for  cae  olace,  a<  d  if  his 
Houor  the  Mayor,  whoevei  he  may  be,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, sends  to  u-  a  man  unfit,  in  our  judgment, 
we,  as  seventy-four  men  have  a  right  to  say  to. 
Do  we  do  s0?.  We  submit  to  the  ipse  dixit 
of  the  lord  Mayor.  That  makes  the  trouble;  that 
is  my  belief;  that  i"1.  what  the  people  are  fighting 
against;  that  is  what  tbey  will  contend  against  at 
tbe  polls.  My  worthy  friend  liom  the  Ninth  Ward 
mav  say  election  comes  in,  but  the  people  can't 
express  themselves,  their  belief,  their  judgment, 
excepting  at  the  polls.  That  is  the  place  for  them 
and  thev  elect  us  to  come  here  to  do  their  bidding; 
that  is  to  say,  to  use  our  judgme  .t  and  our  di  cre- 
tionintoe  best  way  we  may,  without  dictation 
from  l  he  Ma^  or's  cnair. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  must  refer  to  it  again,  be- 
cause my  friend,  who  is  so  profound  ano  so  worthy 
a  gentleman,  so  aole  a  aio'j  in  this  Cou  cil,  arises 
and  says  the  executive  ami  legislative  depart- 
ments should  be  entirety  separate;  I  ^giee  with 
bhn  ;  but  when  he  goes  oin  to  say  tnat  the  Mayor 
should.appomt  and  we  shculd  conform — enough, 
anougb ! 

Mr.  Wilson  of  Ward  12— T  did  n't  propose,  when 
this  question  first  came  up,  lo  s^y  much  uoon  it ; 
but  there  have  ceen  some  few  positions  taken 
here  that  nobodv  else  has  deigi.edto  notice,  or 
perhaps  they  are  too  ic significant  for  other,}  and 
they  are  left  to  me.  And  there  is,  no  douot,  sir,  a 
great  feeling  of  uneasir  ess  in  the  community  that 
this  proposed  change  in  our  City  Oevernment,  as 
proposed  in  thto  new  city  charter,  shall  work  no 
particula-  an  vantage  in  many  directions,  ano  shall 
work  particular  disadvaoiagesio  other  directions; 
or  having  been  accomplished,  may  be  too  ponder- 
ous a  thing  to  either  alleviate  or  modify  in  any 
particular.  We  iake  this  charter  to  the 
State  House,  and,  gt  anting  that  the  State- 
Hous-.  authorities  approve  of  it,  it  becomes 
alaw.  H  there  is  any  particular  in  that  which 
we  thiuk  is  lo  be  distrusted,  or  even  ;>ny  of  its 
povers  we  desne  to  change  hereafter,  »e  must 
consult  the  citizens  ol  Berkshire  County,  Hamp- 
shire and  Hampden  as  to  how  the  government  of 
Boston  snail  bs  ^omi^istered.  Tnat  is  the  whole 
problem.  A  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
c  auge  whereby,  from  the  old  town  meeting,  we 
came  to  the  representative  lorm  of  govemment 
we  have  now.  That  w?,s  made  fifty  years  ago, 
when  it  hid  become  impossible  for  the  citizens  of 
Boston  to  come  together  to  perform  their  busi- 
ness. They  accordingly  chose  their  representa- 
tives, and  for  the  purposes  ot  this  city  we  are  the 
people.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  makes 
a  serious  mistake  when  he  assunes  that  this  is  a 
legislative  body.  I  should  like  to  have  him  tell 
me  what  functions  this  body  has  in  a  legislative 
capacity.  What  law  can  it  make  or  unniake? 
Name  anything  that  is  vital  and  of  importance 
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that  is  cot  in  connection  with  che  expenditure  if 
money.  That  is  all  there  is  to  it,  Wenroposeto 
take  all  these  administrative  powers,  toe  expendi- 
tures for  can. ying; on  the  departments — propose  to 
take  them  oat  of  the  hands  of  the  City  Council 
and  put  chem  bodily  io  the  hands  of  coinmis-inns, 
eighteen  oft'  em  all  at  once;  and  what  is  to  be  lsft 
for  the  City  Council  ro  do?  What  is  to  be  left  for 
ttie  City  Council  tn  do?  Why,  to  watch  these  "."n. 
We  are  to  be  the  paieat  brake  on  a  railway 
train ;  snd  a,*  patent  brakes  that  are  to  be  uced  in 
a  case  of  emergency  were  never  fouudtobein. 
order — and  that  was  always  found  to  be  tbe  case 
with  all  these  miraculous'cootrivances  that  were 
to  regulate  and  save  both  life  and  property,  in 
case  ot  emergency  they  are  never  in  order,  they 
never  work,  and  consequently  they  are  entirely 
inoperative — so  will  it  be  with  tbe  City  Council. 
The  pioposition  that  is  contained  in  this  new 
charter  would  absolutely  emasculate  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  of  all  its  powers  and  functions. 
It  leaves  it,  in  the  first  instance,  to  confirm,  ap- 
prove, all  the  nominations  of  these  commissioners, 
and  then ,  sir,  >hereis  nothing  to  do  but  to  sit  in  quiet 
and  watch  tuem,  and  having  aopropriatad  the 
money  tor  them  tospeod,to  see  tsat  they  don't 
exercise  malfeasance  in  office.  If  they  do  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  wrongs  to  create  a  feeling 
against  them,  remove  them.  You  will  find  that 
men  will  lament  much  the  decadence  and  decline 
in  the  men  who  go  to  th  s  City  Council,  and  look- 
ing to  toe  good  old  times  they  will  s&£  that  men 
are  not  so  good  now  and  not  so  prominent  and 
able,  as  in  former  years.  What  will  he  the  result? 
What.  b>  conusor  thetnaa  who  does  not  use  his 
mus'les?  What  becomes  of  the  magnet  that  ts 
notkept  bright  and  in  use?  They  lose  Their  strength 
and  vitality;  i.nd  so  it  will  be  under  this  form  of 
government.  Men  come  here  and  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  vote  money  for  these  boards  to  spend, 
an d  you  will  have  a  class  of  men  who  know  just 
enoogh  to  do  that  work  and  nothing  more.  I 
would  a  greaD  deal  rather  have  men  come  here 
who  steal  a  few  hours  away  trorn  their  business, 
than  mev  who  come  here  to  steal  millions  from 
the  public  purse. 

Now,  sir,  that  is  the  platform  upon  which  I 
stand.  There  will  be  stealing:  somewhere,  you 
may  depend  upon  ir.  It  has  been  the  exoerience 
of  man  ever  since  the  hisiory  of  the  worid.  It  is 
not  any  new  thing.  Corruption  in  office  is  as  old 
as  man.  They  began  rt  in  the  Garden  of  Edeo, 
almost,  or  as  soon  as  they  got  out  of  it,  and  they 
have  been  at  rt  ever  sirce.  I  don  t  exoecc 
that  we  will  ever  stop  jobbefy,  favoritism, 
specu'atioo,  or  anything  of  the  Kind.  I  propose 
to  take  men  just  as  we  ?re,  and  to  see  how  we  can, 
by  some  sensible,  methodical  arrangement,  lessen 
the  expense  of  tbe  government,  and  now  we  can 
keep  rnis  regulation,  this  control  of  i  eoule,  so 
that  wl  eu  peculation  or  irregularity  is  begun, 
we  can  stop  it  right  here  and  not  get  the  consent  of 
the  people  of  Berkshire  County  t)  do  it.  If  we 
take  tnis  charter  a;  it  is,  we  make  it  the  organic 
law  of  the  State,  and  we  csn'c  cbang«  it,  whether 
we  will  or  not.  And  that  is  where  I  take  tbe 
exception  to  tbe  whole  plan  and  construction 
of  this  charter,  rb<it  it  proceeds  at  once  to 
disestablish  everything  we  tiow  have  aid 
to  establish  an  entirely  new  systs-m,  which  is 
untried,  whi^h  has  not  been  tried  anywhere  in 
this  country,  wbeie  it  has  not  proved  that  it  will 
open  the  flood-gates  for  corruption  and  fraud,  aud 
then  it  basleft  us  no  remedy  in  case  it  does.  I 
think  the  plan  would  have  been  much  better  to 
leave  the  City  Council  free  to  place  any  de- 
partment under  a  commission  whenever  they 
saw  fit,  and  when  from  any  cause  theie  should  oe 
reason  for  abolishiug  it,  they  might  do  so  at  once. 
That  is  what  we  want.  I  cannot  see  why  we 
should  cooflne  ourselv-s  to  a  fixed  form  of  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  aud  not  reserve 
to  ourselves  the  power  of  changing  it. 

I  should  be  opposed  decidedly,  sir,  to  havi'  g  the 
charter  so  constructed  that  tbe  Crtv  Council  at 
any  time  should  not  have  the  power  to  change  by 
any  method  the  character  or  manner  of  admin- 
istering government,  either  by  commi-sious, 
agents,  or  anv  form  whatever.  I  know  it  will  be 
found  in  the  end  to  be  not  the  part  of  wisdom  to 
pl?ce  the  nomination  of  all  t.ne*e  commissions, 
these  heads  of  departments,  in  the  bands  ofooe 
man.  I  know  it  is  the  fashion  to  point  ro  our 
present  excellent  Mayor,  but  I  can  remember,  and 
it  is  Dot  many  years  ago,  when  that  was  not  the 
type  of  man  we  had  for  Mayor,  and  it 
is    just    the    state    of     things     that     will     re- 


cur in  the  future.  If  gentlemen  will  run 
their  eves,  their  thoughts,  back  to  tea  or  fifteen 
or  twenty  years,  they  can  recall  thb  name  of  more 
than  one  Mayor  that  they  should  not  be  willing  to 
intrust  with  the  oomii  atioo  of  these  heads  of  de- 
partments, and  yet  toat  is  what  weaie  to  oo.  We 
are  to  tke  pot  luck  in  this  matter;  because  it  is 
true  we  are  not  always  going  to  be  favored  with  a 
man  of  stamina,  ability  and  independence  and 
clear-sightedness,  as  some  ot  the  men  who  have 
favored  the  city  -  ith  their  services. 

Now,  sir,  as  I  said  at  tbe  outset,  ihisisnot 
a  legislative  body,  in  any  particular,  in  any  way, 
in  any  shape;  and,  sir,  we  are  not, 
io  this,  separating,  as  it  is  claimed,  the 
executive  fron  the  legislative  function: 
we  are  really  abolishing  the  functions  of 
the  City  Council.  It  is  a  fact,  and  there  is  noth- 
ing left  for  the  on  but  10  cdhfirm  officers  and  ap- 
propriate money  for  them  to  spend.  Now,  sir,  it 
has  been  said  thai,  at  Washington  the  President 
of  the  United  States  appoints  the  hea,ds  of  depart- 
ments. So  he  does,  aud  so  the  appoiotment 
comes  down  to  the  letter  oairiers  in  the  street. 
But,  sir,  I  fill  ask  any  gentleman  in  this  chamber 
tonight,  if  he  will  oot  in  candor  admit  to  me  that 
the  most  grievoas  and  most  offensive  thing 
that  the  American  people  have  to  endure  tod:.y 
is  tbe  horde  of  officeholders,  who  receive  their 
appointments  in  that  way?  It  this  has  cot  been — 
no  mttter  what  party  was  in  power,  whether  Whig, 
Democrat  or  Republican  that  this  horde  of 
officers  soon  begin  to  rega'd  the  body  politic  as 
created  fur  their  especUl  emolument  and  bene- 
faction? That  har,  been  the  fact,  a  ad  all  over 
the  country  we  are  oppressed  with  post-office 
ri'igs  and  custom-house  rings,  aud  now  genle- 
men  would  engraft  that  same  system  on  our 
city,  where  'here  are  greater  proportion- 
ate sums  of  money,  and  around  which 
those  who  are  anxious  to  appropriate  for 
their  own  u=e  will  cluster  and  form 
their  combination.  I  don't  think  we  are  prepaied 
tor  chat  change,  which  is  to  be  so  radical,  so 
thorough  and  sweeping;  rather  tie  piivi'ege  to 
have  in  the  City  Council  the  poser  to  introduce 
this  system,  if  it  must  come,  gradually,  as  needed, 
and  fir  the  power  to  abolish  it  when  it  is  not 
needed.  1  realize  tbe  fact  that  it  is  possinle,  nay, 
it  is  now  tbe  actual  case,  that  many  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  c>tv  are  so  co.mbersome  that 
they  can  better  be  atte ruled  ro  by  two,  o-  three, 
or  four,  or  half  a  dozen  men,  ro  give  it  all  their 
time ;  but  I  oo  oelieve  this  Council,  being  rhe  peo- 
ple, the  representative  of  the  people,  should  have 
the  powerat  any  tivneeitberto  abolish  or  organize 
a  board  or  commission,  call  it  what  you  wiP.to 
change  then  plan  of  ippointm-nt,  ot'electiyn,  or 
selection,  anil  thus  make  tht-m  more  clearlv  and 
more  completely  subject  to  the  people  than  they 
will  bo  by  cuy  form  as  proposed  by  c  is  charter. 
It  has  been  said,  and  said  with  truth,  sir,  the  peo- 
ple, the  citizen*  at  latg^.  aie  really,  ir,  aoxious; 
there  is  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  through  the  entire 
commuuity  that  this  ctia*ter  is  really  io  establish 
an  arhtneracy,  a  class  of  men  controlling  the 
government,  controlling  r*~s  expenditures,  and 
having  oppoitaiiities  by  tbe  en :erpri-3s  they  con- 
duct, by  tbe  revenues  they  receive,  and  by  the 
parrmage  they  bestow,  may  make  a  ring 
that  will  be  able  eutirely  to  control  the  politics  of 
this  city,  coutiol  the  election  of  ireinbeis  of 
the  City  Government.  I  believe  that  feeling  is 
widesptead  and  deepening  every  day,  and  I  be- 
lieve, furthermore,  that  as  this  gieat  change  has 
not  been  asked  for,  there  has  been  no  serious,  no 
earne>t  application  f i om  the  peop'e  for  it.  That, 
sir,  it  is  unwise  and  inexpedient  at  this  time  that 
we  should  make  such  a  very  radical,  sweeping 
chan,  e  i a  tlu  organic  law  ci  this  city. 

M.T.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  ii  view  of  tbe  long  time 
already  taken  up  and  the  amount  of  busuess  be- 
fore the  Council,  moved  to  specially  assign  ihe 
subject  to  halt-past  eight  o'clock  of  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.Kimball  opposeda  turtherpostoonementand 
hopec  that  a  vote  would  be  reached,  and  cited  pre- 
vious iustances  of  delay  in  toe  matter. 

Mr.  Whitmore  proposed  the  withdrawal  of  the 
motion  to  assign,  in  order  to  take  a  vote  at  7  P.  M. 

Mr.  Noyes  or  Ward  5  proposed  to  move  the  pre- 
vious question,  as  he  believed  every  member  had 
made  up  his  rmnd. 

Mr. Train  of  Ward  13  and  Mr.  l)?veieux  of  Ward 
22  both  hoped  the  assignemeut  would  prevail,  and 
the  questioo  bctug  put  tbe  mo'iou  prevailed — 32 
for,  26  against. 
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STEAMER   HEUEY  MORRISON. 

A  request  of  tbe  Directois  for  Public  Institu- 
tions to  sell  steamboat  Henry  Morrison  at  public 
sale  cs>me  oown.  with  an  order  authorizing  such 
sale  aft^r  public  advertisement. 

Mr.  Shaw— Has  not  the  steamer  been  sold? 
Certainly  there  was  a  sale,  and  the  steamer  was 
knocked  down  to  the  highest  bidder. 

MY.  Page  of  Watd  9— Xbe  bins  offered  were  not 
so  much  as  tne  Directors  thought  she  ought  to 
britig,  ano  she  is  still  owned  by  the  city  of  Bostoo. 
Since  the  sale,  am1  within  live  minutes  afterward, 
blus  were  offered  iu  advance  of  th.se  made  at  the 
sale,  ana  it  was  the  judgrnei  t  of  me  board  that  a 
much  larger  price  could  be  procured  at  private 
sale  than  by  pnbnc  auction.  If  the  City  Council 
fee  lit  to  limit  tne  Daeetors  to  tbe  pric-- below 
which  she  i-hall  not  be  sold,  I  shall  be  content  to 
have  it  done. 

Mr.  Xbacber  of  Ward  15—1  move  that  the  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions to  report.  Thai  matter  was  before  the 
committee  and  it  was  uncerstood  that  toe  boat 
was  not  to  be  sold  till  next  spring  or  summer.  If 
offeied  foi  sale  now  she  wouldn't  bring  within 
fifty  per  ceni.  of  what  she  would  af  >er  the  winter. 

Mr.  Traiu  ot  Ward  13— As  one  of  the  sub- 
corn  iviittee  on  ths  steamboat,  I  would  say  that 
the  proposition  is  that  if,  after  advertisement  in 
the  paper,  anybody  comes  ano  offer"  a  satisfactory 
price,  the  Board  may  be  enabled  to  comolme  cue 
sale.    It  noi,  we  shall  hold  her  till  rext  spring. 

Mr.  Thachtr— If  I  had  had  a'  y  idea  that  the 
sale  wai  to  take  place  at  tms  time  of  the  year  I 
should  hav^i  brought  in  a  minority  leport.  I  hope 
it  will  be  referred  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15,  that  the  boat  would  Diing  a  better  price 
after  the  first  of  April  that  she  would  before,  and 
I  houe  she  will  not  he  solo  till  then. 

The  motion  to  rerei  pievailed.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Report  and  oroer  (new  draft)  came  dowrj  for  the 
Maycn  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  certain 
amendments  to  the  statutes  relating  to  Public  In- 
stitutions. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7  thought  membeis  oF  the 
Council  did  not  understand  the  chenge  proposed, 
and  he  moved  to  lay  the  ranter  on  the  table. 

Mi.  VVh  tmore  of  Ward  4  explained  the  origin 
of  the  order,  and  at  tbe  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kim- 
ball of  Ward  6,  the  repoit  and  order  were  laid  on 
tbe  table  ina  orderea  to  be  printed. 

THE  DEATH   OF   VICE  PRESIDENT   WILSON. 

A  message  of  tbe  Mayor  came  down  announcing 
the  death  of  Henry  Wilson,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  r-solutions  of  respect  to  bis 
memory,  and  order  tor  appointment  of  a  joint 
special  committee  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Tbe' Council  concurred  in  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  and  order  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote, 
and  Messrs.  B-ackett  of  Ward  10,  Flynn  of  Ward 
7  and  Wilson  of  w  ard  12  were  joined  to  said  com- 
mittee. O  motion  of  Mr.  Ho  es  of  Ward  11  tbe 
President  was  added  to  the  committee. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  $1200  to  Sampson,  Davenport  & 
Co.,  for  procuring  and  locating  the  numbers  ot 
1*  gal  voters  in  the  sevtial  waids,  as  dlrectel  by 
the  special  committee.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  placing  the  salary  <  f  the  Clerk  ot  Com- 
mittees at  $2750  per  annum.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  a  transfer,  from  the  unexpended  bal- 
ances of  the  present  financial  year,  of  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  pay  for  so  much  of  the  work  of  the  con- 
struction of  bridges  over  the  Bo.- ton  &  Providence 
and  Boston  &  Albany  railroads  io  extension  of 
We«t  Chester  paik,  as  will  be  done  during  the 
present  financial  year,  the  balance  of  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  $145,000  to  be  provided  for  by  taza- 
tion  next  year.  Passed  in  concurrence^yeas  52, 
nays  0. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— Petition  ot  A.  A. 
Miner,  administrator  of  estate  of  H.  W.  Fales,  for 
change  of  conditions.  Refrned  to  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

ASSESSOR'S    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Burgess  of  Ward  3  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Assessor's  De- 
partment: 

Repoits  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Leatherbee  Brothers  for  remission  of  tax,  and 
of  John  Jeffries,  Jr.,  for  abatement  of  tax.  Sev- 
erally accepted.    Sent  up. 


Repoit  on  petition  of  Moses  Wilde,  3d,  with  the 
folio  vrng: 

Oideied,  That  tb«*  tax  assessed  in  the  vear  1875 
upon  the  estate  of  Moses  Wilde,  ueceased, 
amounting  to  $150.70,  be  aad  tie  same  is  hereby 
remitted. 

Read  twice  and  passes.    Sent  up. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  EXPLOSIVES. 

Mr.  Wbitinoie  offered  tne  following: 

Ordered,  That  t<>e  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Fire  Department  be  requested  to  report  what 
chaoges  a*e  needed,  if  any,  in  the  statute?  in  re- 
lation to  the  storage  and  tiansportation  of  explo- 
sive substances. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  rules  under  which  they  are  acting  were  made 
in  1833,  when  the  Fire  Department  was  acting  un- 
der ihe  Beard  of.  Engineers.  Tne  order  is  merely 
to  request  the  comujiti^o  to  cocsider  tbe  subject. 

The  order  was  re*d  twice  and  passed.     Sent  up. 

DEPOSITS  OF  CITY  FUNDS. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Peabody  of  Ward  9,  the  order 
diiecting  the  City  Treasurer  to  aeoosit  tbe  funds 
of  i he  city  of  Boston  in  such  banks  as  ibe  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  shall  apnrove,  the  deposit  in 
any  one  hank  l otto  >xcted  $1,000,000,  *as  fatten 
from  the  table,  and  Mr.  Peabody  offered  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  otdered  by  the 
City  Council,  the  Citj  Tieasurer  be  diiect^a  to 
deposit  i he  londs  of  the  city  oc  Boston  in  such 
banks  within  said  ciiy  as  ilie  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance shall  approve;  provide-',  however,  tnat  the 
whole  amount  deposited  in  any  one  banu.  shall 
not  at  any  one  'ime  exceed  fifty  rer  centum  of  the 
paid-in  capital  of  said  bf  nk. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  saould  like  ro  know  the 
rea  on  for  that.  It  I  un^erstano  the.  original 
oroer,  deposit-  were  not  to  exceed  $1,000,000.  I 
should  litre  the  gentleman  to  explain  tbe  reason 
for  a  change  t/om  the  original  oider. 

Mr.  Peioodv — The  original  order  says  there 
never  should  be  more  than  o'  e  mi'lion  dollars  de- 
posited io  any  one  Bank,  and  it  applies  to  all 
banks,  iriespective  of  capita;;  and  I  believe  it 
does  not  limit  deposits  to  th<*  city  of  Boston 
banks.  Consequent,  in  case  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee chi  s  to  direct  it,  a  deposit  of  one  million 
might  be  made  ii  a  bank  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars cauital.  After  I  sa»7  the  original  order 
it  occurred  to  me  that  it  should  be 
amended  so  that  the  amount  deposited  in 
any  one  rank  should  never  exct  ed  one- 
bait  of  the  paid-cp  cap;tal  of  such  bank:  and, 
by  consultation  with  the  offieers  of  banks,  1  found 
that  that  was  just  about  the  amount  which  a 
bank  could  comfortably  manage  and  judiciously 
handle.  That  is  to  say,  a  bank  with  a  million  dol- 
lar capital  caa  properly  handle  halt  a  million 
dollars.  1 1  bought  that  would  be  a  good  precau- 
tion, ana  npon  making  a  sug-restioi.  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasury,  it  met  their  unanimous 
approval. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  think  tbe  ge>  tleman's  ideas  are  en- 
tirely correct;  but  I  would  suggest  an  amend- 
ment that  in  no  instance  shall  a  deposit  exceed 
$1,000,000.  I  think  that  $i,000,000  in  o  e  bank  is 
enough.  For  instance,  a  bank  may  b*ve  a  capital 
of  $3,000,000,  which  would  admit  of  a  deposit  of 
$1,500,000.  I  think  the  gentl-man's  reasons  are 
very  goon ,  but  I  would  like  to  have  the  maximum 
fixed. 

Mr.  Peabody— That  matter  has  been  very  care- 
fully considered  and  discussed  a  great  deal  by  the 
committee.  The  Treasurer  thinks  it  would  be  a 
decided  convenience  to  him  to  have  one  large  de- 
posit account.  He  often  has  transactions  where  a 
large  deposit  is  a  great  convenience,  ard  the  only 
case  in  wbich  it  could  exceed  a  trillion  dollars, 
with  tbe  piesent  capital  of  the- Boston  banks,  is 
the  Merchants' Bank,  which  wou'u  admit  of  a 
million  and  a  half ;  and  the  Treasurer  thought  it 
would  occasional!"  be  a  decided  convenience  to 
put  that  amount  there.  Tbe  committee  saw  no 
obj-ction  to  it,  and  approved  the  order  in  Us  pres- 
ent form. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  approve  of  the  substi- 
tute; but  I  think  it  should  oe  changed  in  one  re- 
spect, to  the  effect  that  tho  City  Treasurer,  with 
the  appioval  of  thd  Finance  Com mittee,  shall 
make  an  arrangement  with  such  banks  for  the  de- 
posit of  the  city's  money.  My  teason  for  wishing 
the  change  is  that  the  rubsutute  simply  applies 
to  the  amount  to  be  kept  in  cprtain  bank",  while  I 
think  it  is  also  highly  necessary  that  tbe  nature  of 
tbe  arrangement  made  with  tbe  banks  in  iwgard 
to    the    payment  of   interest,  and    the  amount 
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upon  which  interest  shall  be  calculated  should  be 
well  understood,  for  it  is  of  as  much  importance 
as  the  subject  touched  upon  by  the  -substitute.  I 
think  the  geutl-man  offering  the  substitute  will 
agree  to  that.  I  don't  know  that  it  is  necessary  to 
go  into  the  dei  ails  here,  but  I  think  it  is  important 
that  the  arrangement  rnaae  by  the  Treasurer 
should  ae  approved  by  some  outside  body. 

Mr.  Peabody — I  don't  think  that  cao  be  better 
arranged  tbau  it  is  now.  As  my  friend  wiil  ob- 
serve, the  deposits  are  to  be  rnaae  practic  illy  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Committee  oo  finance, 
who  can  see  that  precisely  such  an  arrangement 
is  made  as  my  colleague  thinks  should  be;  I  think 
the  order  covers  it. 

Mr.  Jaques — I  shall  be  forced  to  explain  a  lit- 
tle more  tullv  what  I  mean.  I  thought  perhaps 
the  gentleman  might  suggest  an  amendment 
without  further  explanation.  As  the  arrange- 
ments have  been  maoe  heretofore,  the  bank  nas 
agreed  to  hold  the  deposits  at  d  pay  a  given  rate 
of  interest,  and  thai  interest  is  calculated  upon 
the  minimum  balance  at  a  fixed  period.  I  ihink 
my  colleague  will  agree  with  me  that  that  is  liable 
to  great  abuses.  The  mteiest  should  be  calculat- 
ed up  on  the  rUilv  balances,  as  is  the  custom  in 
most  banks.  It  is  something  of  much  importance, 
it  appears  to  me,  though  it  is  not  necessary  to  ex- 
plain it  here. 

Mr.  Peabody— It  is  th-i  disposition  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  and  it  will  undoubtedly  be  the 
disposition  of  the  Treasurer — for  he  has  shoivn  it 
ever  since  he  was  elected — to  handle  the  fuods  in 
the  best  possible  manner  for  the  interest  of  the 
city.  The  old  plan  adopted  in  the  account  with 
the  Merchants'  Bank  was,  that  twice  in  every 
month — say  from  the  1st  to  the  15th  of  the  month 
— the  smallest  balance  should  be  taken  and  inter- 
est allowed  upou  that;  then  from  the  15tn 
to  the  30th,  the  smallest  balance  should 
again  be  taken.  This  gave  a  certain  ad  van- 
tag  to  the  bank;  but  the  bank  also  al- 
lowed a  high  rate  of  interest— four  per  cent.— on 
city  deoosits,  tor  we  cuust  remember  that  in  addi- 
tion to  that  they  have  to  pay  one-half  of  one  per 
cent,  to  the  Government  in  taxes,  ai  d  are  obliged 
to  keep  a  reserve  of  ooe-fourth  of  all  their  de- 
posits— so  that  it  the  city  deposits  a  million  dol- 
lars, they  must  lock  up  a  quarter  of  a  million,  pay 
the  Government  a  half  ner  cent,  taxes,  and  the 
city  four  per  cent,  interest  on  the  whole  million. 
It  is  not  so  rich  a  thing  for  the  ban  if  as  it 
might  at  first  glance  appear.  In  ordinary 
times  the  account  is  of  considerable  value 
to  ibe  bank, because  it  is  deposited  in  the  autumn, 
when  the  taxes  are  paid  id,  and  they  are  able  to 
loan  it.  As.  you  know,  the  city  has  perhaps  ten 
or  t  velve  million  dollars  paid  in  during  the  win- 
ter months,  and  the  expenditures  average  about  a 
million  dollars  a  month— so  that  from  October  to 


June  the  bank  has  a  considerable  use  of  the  city's 
money,  and  cao  loan  a  large  portion  of  it  with 
confidence  that  it  will  not  be  immediately 
cah°d  for.  The  bank  has  heretofore  been 
enabled  to  pay  a  good  inteiest  upon  it; 
but  within  the  last  two  years  money  has 
been  so  plenty  that  the  bank  has  no;  ben 
able  to  use  it  so  satisfactorily,  and  tbevlook  upon 
the  account  as  a  burden.  It  has  really  been  a  bur- 
den,and  thebank  has  oolv  submitted  to  carry  sucha 
larg*  amount  of  moDey  from  the  feeling  that  the 
city  was  an  old  customer,  whose  account  thebank 
had  had  for  thirty  years,  audit  (the  account)  had 
been  advantageous  for  them.  So  they  nave  for 
some  time  paid  rhe  city  four  per  cent,  when  they 
have  been  loaning  the  money  out  at  three  per 
cen*.  Really,  the  conduct  of  the  Me  chants' 
Bank,  which  has  been  the  depo-icaiy,  ha=  been 
quite  generous  to  the  city.  In  1873.  for 
instance,  the  deposits  of  "  the  city  were 
all  drawn  out  in  the  midst  ot  the 
panics,  and  tne  ba  k  il^o  lo<ned  the  city  £300,000 
besides.  Id  the  future  it  will  be  the  endeavoi  of 
the  Treasurer  and  the  Finance  Committee  to 
handle  these  deposits  in  the  way  that  is  b=st  for 
the  city's  interest.  It  must  ultimately  be  intrust- 
ed to  their  discretion,  and  I  cannot  see  ,how  toe 
order  could  be  >o  altered  as  to  cairv  out  the  views 
of  my  colleagu"  any  better  than  it  noes  now.  The 
parties  will  do  their  best, under  the  present  ord  or, 
to  make  the  deposits  pay  as  good  interest  as  they 
do  now. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  "Ward' 6— Unless  if  is  very  im- 
portant that  the  ordet  thail  pass  tonight,  l  move 
thar  it  be  laid  upon  the  table,  ttat  tbe members  of 
the  Tr-asury  aDd  Finance  committees  may  confer 
together  and  see  if  they  caonot  agree  upon  an 
amendment  by  the  next  meeting. 

Tbe  motion  prevailed. 

COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Cushing  of  Ward  4,  from  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  Common  ana  Public  Grounds,  submitted 
tbe  following: 

Ordered,  fhat  the  Commirtee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  b-  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $1000  in  payice  for  the  use  of  water 
for  watering  streets  around  the  public  giounds; 
said  sum  to  be  in  addition  to  tint  already  appro- 
priated, and  fo  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  ol  $417.35  be  appro- 
priated for  concreting  the  walks  on  Independence 
square ;  said  sum  to  be  transferred  for  that  par- 
pose  from  t^e  aoprootiation  f  or  Superintendence 
and  Labor  on  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reaoins. 

Ot  motion  of  Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

NOVEMBER    30,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUBOBS  DKATK. 

Three  grand  and  five  petit  juiors  were  drawn 
for  trie  December  term  of  the  United  Status  Dis- 
trict Co  art. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Special  Police  Officers— W.lliam  H.  Davenport,' 
Beacon,  Gloucester,  Fairfield  and  Murloorough 
streets;  John  L.  Starrett,  Joan  A.  Andrew  Hall; 
Charles  Marsh,  Avon  street  ano  vicinity:  William 
J.  Clark,  Congress  street  and  vicinity;  C.  B.  Suy- 
der,  Bedford  street  and  vicmity. 

Ward  officers  to  till  vaca'ciss: 

Ward  2 — William  H.  Flanuagan,  Inspector,  in 
plaee  of  Michael  J.  Doherty. 

Wat d  5— George  B.  Thomas,  Clerk,  in  place  of 
Taylor  P.  Thompson;  Tayloi  P.  Thompson,  In- 
spector, in  place  of  Ira  A.  Worth  jSamuel  S.  Will- 
son,  Warden,  in  place  of  II  ratio  Wellington. 

Ward  7— John  A.  McLaugolio,  Inspector,  in 
place  of  Charles  H.  Miner. 

Ward  17— William  C.  Page,  Inspector,  in  place 
ef  Hiram  Johnson. 

Ward  19— Albeit  Batcbelder,  Inspector,  in  place 
of  J.  Austin  Rogers. 

Ward  22— John  J.  Palmer,  Inspector,  in  place  of 
Charles  W.  Weeber. 

Ward  23— Cyius  M.  Marshall,  Inspector,  in  plac* 
ot  Freaeiic  Seavtr. 

Ward  24— George  W.  ^onant,  Inspector,  in  place 
of  Heaiy  B.  Dtvis.  • 

Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
C.  D.  Parker  et  al.,  ihat  the  waidroom  of  Wara  13 
be  'emove'i  to  corner  of  B  street  and   Broadway. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Boyu- 
ton  <&  Brothers,  for  extension  of  tim«  in  which  to 
build  on  Coiumbus  avenue  and  Northampton 
street. 

William  A.  Guile,  for  change  in  condition  of 
sale  of  lot  792  Fourth  street. 

Johc  B.  Rogao,  for  leave  to  surreude/  to  the 
city  three  lots  of  land  on  Paul  and  \lidulesex 
stieets  and  one  lot  on  Porter  str  et. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
ef  the  Hoard.  Alonzo  C.  H.  L,^»  s,  for  leave  to  oc 
eupy  a  s.able  for  tour  horses,  at  53  Bjs?er  street, 
Roxbutv;  also  to  cut  and  take  away  a  tree  op- 
posite said  premises. 

J.  W.  Cook,  for  leave  to  occupy  an  old  brick 
status,  for  twelve  a  ditional  horses  on  Davenport 
street,  atNo.  1 ;  and  temoostrance  of  Martin  Beat- 
ty  et  al.,  against  the  same. 

Remo.  scrance  ot  South  Boston  Gas  Ligat  Com- 
pany et  al.,  against  granting  peutiou  or  W.  H.  H. 
You  cig,  for  a  stable  for  teo  norses  on  First  St.  eet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Petiu  m  for  edge- 
stones  a  d  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of.  estate  of 
Yeaton  Jenness,  21-23  Marcella  s  reet. 

Susan  A.  Fisher,  admiuisttatiix,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Mnnford  street,  Charlestown. 

Beijamin  Brewster  and  wite,  to  be  paid  for 
gra  le  daro  ;ges  oa  Walnut  avenue  and  Rockland 
street. 

Nathau  Moiseetal.,  that  Newbury  street,  be- 
tween Clarendon  and  Dartmouth  streets,  be  grad- 
ed. 

Petition  fox  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of 
Thomas  S.  Hodge?,  29  Glen  wood  street. 

William  Cavauago,  for  leave  to  move  wooden 
building  from  Savin- Hill  avenue  to  Sagamore 
st-eet,  Ward  16. 

G.  M.  Weymouth  et  ul.,  for  a  plauk  walk  north 
side  of  Math,  r  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. H.  D.  Biadt  et  al.,  for  relief  on  account  of 
taxes  erroneously  assessed  and  paidinl872-'73-'74. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northamp- 
ton-street District.  John  Corcoran  tor  abatement 
of  betterment  on  Northampton-sn  eet  District. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Merrick 
Mansfield,  to  be  conpensated  tor  damages  caused 
to  hit  property  by  tne  agency  of  an  unused  tele- 
graph wire 

F.  M.  Hollingswortb,  to  he  paid  tor  personal  in- 
juries caused  uy  contact  with  a  sled  on  Putnam 
street  in  January  last. 


To  the  Committeeon  Police.  Petitions  for  leave 
•  to  maintain  sigos,  as  follows:  I.  B.  Patten  &  Co., 
moi  tf.r,  corner  of  Beach  street  ana  Harrison  ave- 
nue; F.  D.  Judge,  laottrn,  79  Beach  street;  Par- 
tick  Morris,  moitar,  coiner  of  Beach  ana  Federal 
streets;  Samuel  L.Moore,  projecting  mortar,  cor- 
ner of  Hanover  and  Cross  streets;  Coarles  L. 
Smith,  executor,  la  •'tern  on  buildii  g  69  West  Con- 
cord street,  a'd  that  be  be  allowed  to  paint  the 
woras  "Lincoln  Hal!"  on  the  fame;  James  A. 
Gisesou.  mortxr,  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and 
Eanard  street;  Mr*.  M.  M.  Phillios,  lant-rn,  91 
Sadbuty  stieet;  Albeit  F.  Davol,  mortar,  10  Mam 
st-eet,  Chailestown;  Sanaers  &  Smith,  mo-tar, 
corner  of  Beach  ad  Lincoln  streets;  Joan  A. 
Perry  &  Co,  mortars,  at  cornet  of  Sawyej  street 
and  Shawmut  aveuue,  and  corner  of  Dudley  and 
Magazine  st.eets;  J.  W.  Patch  &  Co.,  mortal, 
Caiiidso  sceet,  B.  E.  Crosby  &  Co.,  post  in  side- 
walk, 1  City  squa  e,  Chaiiestowa ;  L.  F.  Siranio  s, 
lantan,  hotel  corner  o'  Pleasant  and  Ebot  streets; 
Waiter  E.  Sacker,  mo.  tar,  91  Shawutut  avecue; 
Jame«  F.  Caine,monar,  corner  ot  Oai;  and  Huu: 
son  streets. 

Sturgis  &  Brigham  et  al.,  that  musiciaus  be  pro 
hibited  from  playing  in  Ki'by  street  and  Ex- 
change piace  between  9  A.  M.  ana  2  P.  M.     4ha  • 

Sbawmut-avenue  Baotist  Church,  for  leave  to 
maintain  their  gas  1  amp«  on  saawmut  avenue  ai.d 
eomei  ot  Rutland  street. 

THE  NAME  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUABE. 

Alderman  Piescotc  pie^emed  the  petition  of 
Cbar'es  Richaidson  &  Co.  anu  othe  s,  requesting 
that  the  lameot  Wa-hington  square  be  cha  ged 
to  Fort  HiH  square,  foi  the  reason,  a  pong  o  f±is, 
that  the  pub  ic  are  misled  by  the  preset  t  name, 
and  conssquentiv  do  i  ot  readny  fino  the  locatioo, 
thinking  it  near  Washington  street.  They  believe 
the  name  ot  Fort,  Hill  square  woul  t  be  more  ap- 
propriate. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

GATE  AT  DUDLEY-STEEET  CEOSSING. 

Alderman  Pope  present-a  the  petition  of  W.  R. 
Austin  and  others,  for  the  et-ctioo  or  a  double 
gate  at  the  Dudley-street  etossirg  of  the  New 
York  &  NewEnglano  Railway,  on  Mt.  Pleasant. 

AUierrcan  Pone—  Tne  place  where  these  gates 
are  a-ked  for  is  on  the  old  and  mucb-i.-avelled 
toad  irotn  DoLchester  to  the  Highlands.  Therail- 
loai  company  k  eps  a  man  there,  out  he  a'tnost 
always  gets  to  tb°  spot  after  the  train  passes,  and 
within  a  yeai  *bete  have  beeii  several  serious  ac- 
cidents. 'Tne  people  have  remonstrated  until  they 
are  tired  of  it.  Thr-y  think  that  by  having  gates 
shut  across  the  track  the  watchman  must  attend 
to  bis  dutv  in  order  to  let  the  trains  p&ss,  and 
tneutoe  carriages  and  pedestrians  will  be  pro- 
teeteri. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

'  Order  to  pay  MaryB:ewer  $2024  for  Walden- 
street  land  damage*.    Passed. 

Report  and  ordr  foi  transfer  to  appropriation 
for  Pt  ving  .f  §75,000,  viz  ,  §50,000  irorn  Water 
Work:  aoa  $25,000  from  Sewers. 

Alderman  Harris  moved  to  strike  out  "and 
fro  •>  that  for  sewers,  $25,000." 

Aloeiuiau  Stebbins— Tor  what  reason? 

Alderman  Harris — The  committee  have  agvm 
examined'  the  w.rk  befote  theui,  a"d  feel  satis- 
fied that  the  amount  aUeacy  appropriatea  is  not 
more  than  will  be  required,  and,  therefore,  that 
wo  cannot  scare  the  amount 

Alaerman  Pre«cott— fcefoie  making  this  tians- 
fer  from  the  appropriation  for  Watet  Works  to 
that  for  Paving,  1  should  like  to  ask  if  the  Paving 
Committee  have  askec  for,  or  if  they  neen,  any 
additional  appropriation.  We  have  abeady  reach- 
ed a  season  of  the  jear  tvli-n  but  little  ne«  pav- 
ing can  be  done  in  the  streets,  though  more  or 
less  expenaitures  have  to  be  rnade  duting  th-» 
winter  and  earlv  spring,  which  will  come  from 
the  regular  appropriation  of  this  >ear.  If  an  ad- 
ditional $50,000  is'  absolutely  needed  bv  the  Pav- 
ing Depa'tmet  I  should  cheerfully  vote  for  the 
transfer;  bur  if  not,  I  should  be  satisfied  to  have 
tms  $50,000  go  tn to  the  sinking  fund  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  help  reduce  the  city  debt.  I  con't 
understand  that  this  tiansfer  has  been  asked  for 
by  the  Paving  Coniaaitfee,  and  I  should  like  to 
her  from  them. 

Toe  Chairman—  T .lis  order  was  reported  by  the 
Finance  Committee  in  accoicauce  with  an  o  der 
passed  by  the  Citv  Council  some  time  ago.  [The 
Chairrna"]  read  the  ieport.] 

Alderman  Prescott — I  have  neve'  yet  known  of 
a  transfer  being  made  from  one  appropriation  to 
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another  without  a  request  fioui  the  department 
to  which  tne  appropriation  is  to  ce  transferred. 
If  it  is  necessa/y  or  expedient,  for  the  Paving 
Committee  to  spend  $50,000  in  addition  to  the 
atno'int  gi anted  them  in  the  appropriation  bill,  I 
should  cheerfully  vote  for  it  j  but  U  it  io  not  need- 
ed I  should  be  entirely  satisfied  10  have  it  no  into 
the  sinking  find  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year. 

Alderman  Power — I  supposed  tne  Alderman  from 
Watd  it  knew  where  this  orner  originated.  It  was 
offered  in  the  Common  Com  cil  sy  a  member  of 
that  booy,  ano  the  Paving  Committee  had  noth- 
ing ti  co  »it.h  it.  That  cominiite*  have  incurred 
no  responsiointy  by  which  any  more  than  tbeir 
regular  appiopriatiou  will  be  necessary.  It  stems  io 
have  beeb  the  juogwent  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
Dance,w')o  ha  reexamined  this  subject,  that  if  there 
weie  any  un-  xpended  balances  it  would  be  judi- 
cious to  pot  them  to  the  ciec.it  ot  toe  Paving  De- 
partment, that  tuey  might  d  >  rnoi«  worn  and  give 
employment  to  deserviug  per  ons  dum  e:  the  win- 
ter to  a  great-r  extent  than  their  rezulai  appro- 
priation would  allow.  If  we  have  fair  weather, 
as  we  undoubtedly  vill,  this  money  may  be  ex- 
pended lor  the  benefit  of  the  city,  and  at  tue  same 
tun.  give  labor  to  many  deserving  uoor  people. 
If  the  amount  is  tra<  Bfe rred  to  the  Paving  appro- 
priation, and  if  10  can  be  used  judiciously,  n  i»iil 
be:  ano  if  not,  of  course  it  will  not. 

Th--  motion  to  strike  out  prevailed,  and  the 
oider  as  amended  was  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0. 
Sent  dowD. 

ORDER  TO  REGULATE     THE     HEIGHT    AND  DIMEN- 
SIONS OF  AWNINGS,   ETC. 

Ahienn.in  Worthington— Is  a  curtain  which 
hangs  down  twelve  inches  to  be  a  permanent  one? 

Aldeimao  Bun  age— That  is  what  it  savs. 

Aider. nan  Worthint  ton — Then  1  ask  what  is  the 
objection  to  1-tienng  it?  It  is  none  the  less  a 
curtain  when  it  is  lettered  ;  and  if  it  is  ai  v  advan- 
tage to  have  ihe  lettering  upon  the  cuitaiu,  I  say 
the  City  Cvernmemt  should  permu  it  and  allow 
them  to  have  a  sign  there,'it  there  is  no  other  in- 
tonvenience  than  the  lettering. 

Aldeimao  Bnrrage — Inasmuch  as  there  is  no 
immediate  necfssitv  for  the,  passage  of  tsis  order, 
tnsie  being  little  if  any  use  for  awning-  (.'urine 
the  winter  months,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  parsed  at 
present,  nef  >re  tie  next  warm  season,  it  is  quite 
likely  that  further  amendments  may  suggest 
themselves,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  some 
alteiatiors  u.  ay  be  made  in  the  style  or  awnings 
alioweu  to  be  errcitd,  that  will  make  them  less 
objectionable  on  public  giounds  ;  nd  yet  be  satis- 
factory to  the  partifS  who  desire  to  "erect  them. 
Tbe  Superintended  t  ol  Lamps  has  the  same  au- 
thority at  present  that  be  bas  had  heretofore,  and 
I  hope  the  order  wi'l  be  in  definitely  postponed,  or 
re i erred  to  the  next,  City  Government  to  take 
such  action  as  ihey  please. 

AliermanStsobin-— Th3  order  was  offere  i  on  ac- 
count of  i  be  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
N"V.  18,  when  the  matter  was  brought  to  their  at- 
tention by  the  order  which  1  presented  instruct- 
ing th-  Chief  ot  Police  to  suspend  so  much  of  the 
previous  «i  iers  ot  the  Board  as  would  apply  to 
the  curtains  attached  to  awnings,  and  on  which 
there  m i. v  be  more  or  less  lettering.  TDe  Boaid 
will  remember  that  after  »  lengthy  discussion  the 
order  was  voted  down,  and  since  then  the  Police 
Department  have  STictly  enforced  the  order.  I 
am  glad  the  Aldermao  from  ilia  Highland  Dis- 
trict his  changed  his  mind  in  legard  to  that  mat- 
ter, as  be  voted  for  the  ordi  r  taking  the  cur- 
tains down,  oi  virtually  to  that  effect,  foi  he 
voted  against  the  order  giving  instructions  to  the 
Chief  ot  Police  not  to  remove  them.  Of  course 
the  matter  haviue  taken  that  soape,  and  the  Boaid 
of  A  Idei  men  having  sustain  dihe  Chi»f  in  his  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  oroering  down  all  awnings  upon 
which  there  may  be  lettering,  it  became  necessary 
to  have  the  rule '•.  of  the  Lain  p  Department  con- 
fot  m  to  it.  As  I  stated  the  other  dav,  1  think  it  is 
a  hardship  to  rpquue  al'  tr.e  so  all  traders  to  re- 
move the  leitering  from  their  awDiogs.  I  only  of- 
fered the  c  rder  to  have  the  rule  of  the  Limp  De- 
paituient  contoimto  that  ot  this  Board. 

Alderman  Burrage — The  Board  will  see  that  the 
passage  of  tnis  order  will  not  affect  th-  one  al- 
ready passed  in  regard  to  shaoe  signs  already 
errcteo.  This  order  applies  only  to  shades  to  be 
erected  in  the  future,  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  has  (be  fame  control  over  that  as  he  has 
had  heretofore.  In  regard  io  this  whole  matter 
ot  the  style  of  -•hades  and  the  lettering  of  them,  it 
seems  to  me  we  had  better  wait  till  we  can  see 
what  is  best  for  both  the  public  goo  i  and  private 


interest,  and  until  a  fixed  ordinance  can  be  estab- 
lished. If  tnis  order  is  nor  passed,  the  matter  re- 
mains just  as  it  is  at  present.  It  the  order  is 
oassed  it  seems  to  me  it  will  complicate  matters, 
because  amendments  will  oe  necessary  until 
things  are  in  the  right  shape,  aod  the 
wooie  matter  will  have  to  come  up  again. 
It  seems  to  me  we  had  better  oefer  the  marter 
until  we  see  just  what  changes  are  needed. 

Ald.rman  Wotthingtoo— It  the  oroer  is  mdefi- 
nitelv  postponed,  what  will  be  the  course  of  the 
Chief  of  Police  in  regard  to  awnings?  If  1  re- 
member aught,  when  the  previous  order  was  <rn- 
der  consideration  we  nao  a  ruling  of  the  City 
Solicitor  that  the  original  order  required  ihe  cur- 
tains to  pe  taken  down.  Now,  is  it  his  int- ntioa 
to  instruct  the  Chief  of  Police  to  .ake  down  the 
awnings?  If  no  further  attention  ia  to  be  paid  to 
awnings,  I  am  content;  if  they  are  to  be  taken 
down,  I  tnink  we  should  regulate  them. 

Alderman  Burrage  — I  dou't  see  that  this  uas  any- 
thing to  do  witu  it.  This  matte:  has  already  been 
leferreo  to  flu  C<  mmittee  on  Police,  but  for  want 
of  time  they  have  uot  censideied  the  seveial  pe- 
titions oi  remonst  ance*  against  the  removal  of 
awni' g  siens  which  have  been  referred  to  them, 
and  therefore  they  have  not  arrived  at  a  conclu- 
sion thereon.  This  o  oer  seems  to  be  an  inde- 
pendent matter. 

Alderman  Stebbms — This  order  may  nave  no 
connection  with  the  original  «ne  passed  by  the 
Board;  but  hat  one  relates  oirectly  to  .Ms,  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  desires  to  conform 
to  tht*,  expre.  sed  will  of  the  Hoard.  The  Board  by 
a  very  large  majority— 3  to  9 — voted  agai  st  the 
order  which  I  pre-euted  on  the  18th  of  November, 
instructing  the  Chief  not  to  enforce  tnat  part  of 
the  original  ordei  relating  to  awnings.  Nothing 
is  to  be  done  now  utile  s  toe  Board  see  fit  to  take 
back  action.  I  am  ilad  to  see  that  one  Alderman 
who  voted  against  ths  oidei  to  resciud  that  por- 
tion lelaung  to  awnings  has  taken  the  back 
action,  although,  as  a  general  rule,  the  original 
order  has  been  eutoiced,  and  there  arc  scarcely 
any  left  in  the  city. 

Alderman  Woithington— I  was  not  aware  I  had 
taken  any  back  action  in  regaro  to  it.  Ihe  oniv 
motion  1  oave  mate  is  in  rega/d  to  the  lettering. 
I  can  see  no  objection  to  letteri.  sr  a  cunam  if  it  is 
there.  I  caonor.  see  any  ..bjecu  <n  to  a  man  puc- 
ting  the  number  of  bis  store  or  his  name  and  busi- 
ness upon  a  enrtain  if  it  bangs  toere.  If  the  cur- 
tains ar*  to  oe  tak-  n  down,  1  oave  notbing  more 
to  say.    I  don't  take  any  back  track. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Let  nxa  call  tne  Alderman's 
attention  to  the  or.e    I  on>ied  ou  Nov.  18: 

"Oroered,  That  tne  Chief  of  Police  be  directed 
to  dis  ootinu-.  further  proceeding  under  the  or- 
der passed  by  this  Boar;)  Oct.  11,  instructing  him 
to  pro.ecuteall  persons  who  fail  to  remove  all 
signs,  lanterns  or  show  boards  of  any  description 
which  project  mote  than  one  foot  into 'the  public 
streets." 

The  Alderma  o  from  the  Highlands  voted  against 
that  order.  Today  a  spys  tbe  oiig'nal  order 
should  n  a  be  enforced;  so  far  as  it  relates  to  awn- 
ings. 

alderman  Woithirgtoo — If  it  is  net  enforced, 
tbe  lettering  should  be  a'loweo  ;  that  is  what  I 
say. 

Alderman  S  ebbins — the  whole  question  turns 
upon  the  lettering.  The  Chief  of  Police  orders 
down  do  awning  upon  which  iheie  is  no  lettering. 
There  is.  no  re;eience  whatever  to  the  awnings 
upon  which  the,-  is  no  lettering. 

Alderman  BigeLiw— 1  cannot  agree  with  the  Al- 
derman from  the  Highlands  fu  regaid  to  putting 
leti  tr,ng  upon  ohecunains.  I  tnink  me  lettering 
is  an  l  ducement  io  a  m»n  to  put  up  a  curtain 
when  it  is  not  needea,  for  if  he  can  letter  his  cur- 
tain i.  is  just  as  much  a  S'ving  sign  as  anything. 
If  toe  lettering  is  not  permitted  he  will  not  put 
upacuitan.  The  object  of  m  king  a  curtain  is 
not  to  protect  him  from  the  sun,  but  to  make  a 
sigo ;  consequently  1  do  not  favor  it. 

Aldeiman  Worthingtou — Then  I  should  vote 
against  the  signs  altogether. 

Aldeiman  Powei — As  this  matter  is  now  under 
consid<  ration  in  some  foi  m  ot  other  by  the  Com- 
mittee ou  Police  I  move  that  tbe  order  tie  upon 
tbe  table. 

The  motion  to  table  prevailed. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR   CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitions  were  referred. 

The  order  for  the  sale  of  tbe  steamer  Henry  Mor- 
rison came  up  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Institutions.    Concurred. 
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Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
coasidrr  andrecortif  any  modifications  aie  re- 
quired in  the  mode  <>t  transpoi  ling  explosive  com- 
pounds.   Passed. 

Report  and  order  to  abate  tax  on  estate  of  Moses 
Wilde  $150.70.    Order  passed. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Leatberbee  Brothers,  for  remission  of  taxes  of 
1871-74.    Accepted. 

LIABILITY    FOR     UNAUTHORIZED     ACTS     OF     CITY 
AGENTS. 

A.  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  came  up  to  be  ac- 
cepte  i  on  petition  ot  John  Jeffries,  Jr  ,  et  al.,  for 
abatement  of  taxes  assessed  on  land  ia  East  Bos- 
tor. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  would  like  to  near  some 
explanation  of  the  merits  of  this  case.  I  have 
beard  the  case  stated  in  a  manner  which  would 
lead  one  to  believ;  that  the  petitioner  has  some 
equitaole  claicn  to  consideration, and  I  should  like 
to  hear  tne  reason  for  reportiLg  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Alder  man  Harris— This  matter  was  considered 
very  caiefulty  by  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
parting nt,  and  no  evidence  whatever  was  educed 
that  any  one  was  authorized  by  the  City  Cornell  to 
tot  d  this  Ian  J.  Some  panies  representing  cheGov- 
ernnuent  thoughtit  might  bejuoicious  to  secure  a 
bond,  bat  there  was  no  authority  for  them  to  do 
so.  This  bond  was  raksn;  ana  now  because  tlie 
gentleman  save  tht  box  d  to  tbe  ci'y  he  asks  to 
be  exempted  from  the  paymeut  of  somethiog  like 
$2000  taxes  upon  ic,  ana  tbe  committ.ee  did  not 
feel  warranted  in  making  any  such  recommenda- 
tion to  tne  Government.  That  i s  about  all  cheie  is 
to  it;  there  was  no  evidence  tnat  any  one  wis  au- 
thor] zeo  to  bond  this  land  for  the  city.  My  col- 
league, the  Alderman  from  Ward  8,  I  believe  is 
more  conversant  7ilto  the  procuring  of  the  bund 
than  I  am. 

Aloerrjoan  Stebbins — The  taking  of  these  bonds 
was  in  connection  with  the  pioposed  removal  of 
the  tracks  of  the  Eastern  and  Boston  &  Albany 
railroads  in  East  Bost  >n.  Me  tubers  of  the  Board 
— certainly  those  who  have  been  here  for  several 
years — aie  a-* are  rhat  one  of  the  most  vexea  ques- 
tions ever  brought  to  the  attention  ot  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  was  cow  to  avoid  tbe  grade  cross- 
ings ot  these  railways.  Some  three  vearsfsince, 
the  Pawner  Committee  bad  estimates  made  of  tbe 
cost  ot  bringing  the  streets,  hue  tbe  figures  were 
so  large  that  that  plan  had  to  be  abandoned; 
each  bridge  wouij.  require  a  very  long  spao,  on 
account  of  the  large  number  nf  tracks;  rb-  giade 
of  the  streets  is  such  th9t  the  approaches  to  tbe 
several  bridges  would  have  to  oe  quite  re.  gthy, 
and  the  grade  damages  would,  consequently,  be 
very  heavy.  La  February,  1874,  tbe  Cicy  Engineer 
suggested  to  some  member'' of  the  Boa'ri  a  plan 
for  removing  tnese  tracks  so  as  to  enter  Eat  Bos- 
toD  around  tbe  isla  d  rather  than  to  cnvidd  tbe 
island  in  two.  A  sufficient  investigation  was 
had  to  warrant  the  passage  of  a:  oroer  by  the 
City  Council  requesting  (he  Mayor  for  authority 
to  have  these  tracks  removed.  Such  a  pecitiou 
was  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  1874,  and  by 
them  referred  to  the  Railway  Commissioners,  with 
instructions  to  corsid«r  aort  repoit  whataition 
should  be  taken  in  the  premises.  Before  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  gave  a  public  bearing  in 
the  matter,  it  was  thought  ndvisable  to  ascei  tain 
as  near  as  possible  what  the  expense  of  these  re- 
movals would  be,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Asse-sors,  who  resides  in  East  Boston.  «as  grant- 
ed leave  of  absence  to  confer  with  vations  own- 
ers of  property  which  would  be  crossed  in  case 
the  tracks  should  be  removed.  A  printed 
form  of  bond  was  prepared  by  the  City 
Solicitor,  and,  with  the  exception  of.  Mr. 
Jfffnes,  it  vas  signed  by  the  parties.  It 
seemj  now,  that  Mr.  Jeffries  declined  to 
sign  the  bond  prepaied  by  the  City  Solicitor, 
but  drew  up  a  bond  of  his  own,  ia  which 
he  claimed,  in  case  the  land  was  not  taken  by  the 
1st  of  January,  1876,  that  the  city  sbouli  relin- 
criish  the  taxes.  The  agent  win  was  acting  for 
ihecity — not  by  order  of  the  City  Council,  but 
simply  ro  arrive  at  some  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  ot  rlie  change  —  accepted 
this  bond.  I  was  not  aware  that  he  accept- 
ed a  bond  of  that  kind  until  quite  recently. 
I  supposed  what  he  had  accepted  troin 
Mr.  Jeffries  was  m  the  form  orepared 
under  Mr.  Healey's  direction,  which  contained  no 
such  clause.  The  bonds  were  taken  for  various 
lengths  of  time — that  of  Mr.  Jeffries  being  for  the 
largest  amount  of  property  taken— running  for  a 


year  or  a  year  and  a  half.  The  gen.leman  of  the 
Assessor's  Departmenl  had  no  autbo'ity  to  sign 
it  for  the  city,  and  it  is  not  so  signed.  It  is  sim- 
ply a  statement  of  Mr.  Jeffries  offering  to 
sell  the  land  at  such  a  time  f-ir  a  cer- 
tain price;  ana  he  also  mentioned  in  his 
own  bond  that  the-  city  sh  mid  relinquish 
the  taxes  till  Jar.  1, 1876.  Legally,  of  course,  there 
is  nocl-im;  and  I  snonlo  doubt  whether  he  had 
any  in  equi  y,  because  if  he  had  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  aisposs  of  this  property  he  could  have 
come  to  the  city  a-  d  aked  for  a  return  of  the 
bend.  The  bond  was  simply  procurei  to  enable 
the  Railroad  Commissioners  to  estimate  the  cost 
•f  the  change.  It  will  be  remembeied  that  the 
Commissioners  reportei  back  a  bill  compelling 
the  railroads  to  make  tae  change  askeu  for  oy  the 
Mayor  on  the  previous  year;  bul  it  met  with  very 
serious  opposition,  and  although  carrier"  through 
the  Houce  it  wf.s  debated  in  the  Senate  by  a  very 
powerful  lobby  interest,  emanating  in  part,  I  am 
sorrv  to.say,  from  members  of  the  City  Council  of 
Boston. 

Alderman  Bnrrag' — I  should  like  to  ask  the  Al- 
derman fiom  Ward  8  what  parties  gave  their  offi- 
cial sanction  to  this  matt°r"besi  les  theAsses-or 
who  procured  the  bonos?  and  now  far  it  went? 
How  'ar  was  it  understiod  tuat  ihev  wished  to 
get  refusals  from  the  other  parties?  and  bow  far 
jt  was  understood  ti  be  i.  good  thi  g  to  get  tbern, 
although  no  official  action  was  tau-n?  If  the 
city's  taiih  was  only  impliedly  given,  and  tot  di- 
rectly, I  triink  we  snould  act  up  to  what  au  inai- 
vidoal  would  do  nooer  similar  circumstances. 
It  the  rel'  ca'ion  of  tbe  tracks  had  been  made, 
I  take  it  the  citt  would  have  taken  the  lands 
at  the  price  named,  and  would  hold  the  par- 
ties In  CiSe  of  a  refusal.  It  is  a  poor  rule 
that  will  not  <rork  both  ways.  If  it  was 
understood  by  the  parties  who  had  the 
management  of  it  that  it  was  a  gool  thing  to  ant 
the  refusal,  and  if  tne  refusal  was  given  under 
certain  condition-,  I  think  they  should  bj<  com- 
plied with. 

Aldeiman  stebbins— Under  the  Railway  Com- 
missioners' bill  tbe  city  was  rot  to  ac  as  the  im- 
me^iia^e  agent.  The  Commissioners  provided  that 
a  special  co m mission  sbould  mak  these  changes, 
ano  tnat  the  city  of  Boston  should  be  assessed  its 
share  of  the  expense.  Tbe  Special  Commission- 
ers were  to  make  the  change  aud  assess  upon  the 
parties  benefited  such  an  amount  of  thecomas 
might  be  deemed  prooer.  The  city  «aa  r  ot  to  be 
an  immediate  agent  in  making  the  change, 
but  was  to  be  assessed  a  proportionate  part 
ot  th<!  cost.  It  was  never  contemplated 
that  the  city  shoultt  make  the  change.  The  pri  t- 
eo  forms  provided  that  the  bonos  should  be  t  ans- 
terred  to  such  agencies  as  were  established  by  the 
Rsilwav  Corcmi*  loners.  I  was  careful  toat  the 
bonus  taken  by  the  committee  should  be  used  by 
some  comiuiss  on  appointed  t.  make  tbe  change, 
and  the  citv  ot  Boston  should  pav  ita  proportion- 
ate share  of  tbe  cost.  I  remember  making  tbe 
statement  that  the  city  would  be  willing  to  con- 
tnbure.  as  its  "bare  of  tre  expense,  at  least  what 
one  bridge  wo.ild  cost — a  oout  $500,000.  I  suggest- 
ed tnat  at  the  S  ate  House  once  or  twic  .but'witb- 
out  any  official  authority. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Aid-  rmac  Qoincy — It  seems  ro  me.  as  well  as  I 
can  unders<anc  tne  case,  that  somebody  acting  in 
behalf  of  the  city  look,  k-ni  ana  used  sucir  R 
bond  as  Mr.  Jeffries  was  willing  to  give,  and  that 
Mr.  Jeffries  con.-ideied  • iniself  and  was  bound 
thereby.  Now,  it  may  hs  well  sa'd  there  is  •  o  e- 
gal  claim  in  the  case ;'  but  it  is  noe  yet  cle  r  bn  my 
mind  ibat  there  is  n>>  equitable  claim,  and  I  am 
unwilling  to  vote  leave  to  witkdraw.  1  should 
lihe  to  have  the  matter  lie  over  until  1  cat1  make 
some  investigation. 

Alderman  Clark— 1  hope  lb-  lenort  wiU  nor  :e 
accepted.  If  I  understand  ths  matter,  M-.  Jef- 
fries ga  Te  a  boori  to  the  city  for  parcel  or  land 
in  East  Boston  in  his  own  and  in  nis  father's 
light,  and  as  agent  tor  Ml.  Angel  I  of  Piovirleuce. 
He  gave  the  city  tbe  tight  to  t  ke  this  land  at  any 
time  duri  a?  the  year  1875,  an1  that  oocd  expires 
on  the  first  dav  bt  J„-iuary,  1876.  The  cone  ition 
was  that  in  consideration' of  this  bond  the  city 
was  to  assume  or  relinquish  the  taxe-  upon  that 
land  tor  the  year  1875,  >»  bether  the  land  was  taken 
or  whether  it  was  not.  The  bond  is  signed  by  Mr. 
Angell  and  Mr .  Jeffries,  and  is  BrOCfl  feed  by  the 
agent  of  the  city.  Mr.  Palmer.  The  Mayor  »ai  in- 
structed by  the  Citv  Couucil  to  petition' the  Legis- 
lature tor  the  right  to  remove  those  tracks  from 
the  streets  of  East  Boston;  and,  as  1  understand 
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it,  the  Ma.yor  instructed  Mr.  Palmer  co  get  the 
bonds  fo'  the  land  affected  by  the  removal. 
Among  other  parties  from  whom  hoods  were  ob- 
raineo  was  Mr.  Jeffries,  and  it  w«»  "riven  to  Mr. 
Palmer  with  this  express  condition  written  on  ir— 
that  whether  the  city  took  the  land  tor  this  nur- 
pose  or  not,  the  c!ty  was  to  remit  tbeiaxesfor 
1875.  1  In  ow  that  to  be  a  fact,  for  I  have  seeu  the 
bond  within  a  week.  Mr.  Jeffries  c»me  to  see 
me  about  it  and  waj  veiy  much  surprised 
at  lhe  course  it  had  taken  in  the  City 
Council.  He  showed  me  the  agreement 
from  hiui  which  the  city  beul,  and  the  condition 
upon  «  mch  it  was  given.  To  mv  ce  taiD  knowl- 
edge, Mr.  Jeffries,  as  the  agent  of  Mr.  Angell,  had 
an  opportuui  y  to  dispose  ot  this  property  daring 
the  present  year.  A  paity  represen  ing  a  very 
large  corporation  was  anxious  to  obtain  it;  he 
came  to  me  to  ascertain  if  the  city  bad  a  bond, 
and  I  did  n't  know  that  it  bad,  ami  was  told  by 
the  Al-ierman  from  Ward  8  that  the  bo'd  expi.ed 
on  the  1st  ot  July.  The  pany  immediately  went 
to  Mr.  Jeffries  for  the  purpose  of  purcli  .sing  t  lis 
factory,  s.nd  w?s  informed  oy  him  that  he  could 
not  S'llit  until^atter  the  1st  of  January,  as  tne 
propertj  was  tfeo  up.  Doubtles  <  those  parties 
would  aave  bought  it  if  it  had  been  free;  for  they 
were  very  anxioi^  to  obtain  it.  Now,  a-  I  under- 
stand the  enairmao  of  Hie  couimiitte,  their  objec- 
tions a>e  that  no  person  was  authorized  by  the 
City  Ci  uncil  t>  pro'  ure  tbl«  bond.  It  iiuy  b"that 
no  coo  lnittee  was  authorized  to  make  this  obliga- 
tion ;  but,  sir,  a  person  was  requested  bv  toe  head 
of  the  City  Government  to  obtaiu  tbe  bonds.  That 
agent  did  obtain  tlese  bonds,  and  he  accepted  one 
from  Mr.  Jeffiies  with  this  condition  attached  to 
it.  1  contend,  Mr.  Onanman,  that  the  citv  is  un- 
der obligation  to  Mr.  Jeffries  just  exactly  as  mm  b 
as  though  tue  obiigauoo  had  been  procured  by 
au  authorized  committee  of  the  City  Council 
with  a  oocoueot  drawn  by  tbe  Citv  Solni'or 
and  signeu  in  the  present  e  of  cveiy  mem- 
ber of  this  Board.  1  don't  believe  the  city 
can  afford  to  treat  citizens  i  a  any  other  manner 
than  is  tair  aud  just.  Whe  her  Mr.  Jeffries  :>as  a 
legal  claiai  or  not,  I  think  be  his  an  eqnuable 
claim  ;  and  instead  of  the  report  beiag  accepted  ic 
should  be  referred  oaek  to  the  committee.  I  think 
the  chjirman  of  the  committee  is  a  little  in  douot 
whether  the  report  is  the  correct  one  to  be  made, 
and  I  trust  it  will  b,e  referred,  back. 

Alt! i  i  mail  Stebbios—  The  Alderman  s  .y=  that  if 
the  bono  was  not  procured  by  the  sanction  ot  the 
City  Council  it  was  by  tbe  next  highest  authority. 
In  justice  to  the  Mayor,  I  desire  to  state  thai  an 
internal  m-eting  was  helo  id  the  Major's  office 
curing  the  progress  of  this  investig  .tion,  at 
which  the  City  Engineer,  Mr.  Palmer  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  and  one  or  two  other 
gentleo  en  interested  in  the  removal  of  cos  tracks 
wer»  preseut.  The  question  was  discussed  as  to 
what  would  be  toe  best  cethod  of  oresentmg  toe 
matter  to  tbe  Ral-vay  Commissioners,  and  the 
procuring  of  these  bonds  was  suggested.  The 
Mdyor  did  ■  ot  request  Ml  Palmer  to  procure 
these  bonds.  The  uiggescion  was  made  by  anoth- 
ei  gentleu  at.-,  tnat  as  Mr.  Palmer,  who  resided 
i  ear  there,  was  entirely  familiar  with  the  proo- 
erty,  he  would  be  the  prope-  person,  if  he  could 
bespaiedfrom  tbe  Assessors  office.  That  was 
concurred  iu ;  I  ascertained  that  t'  e  business  of 
the  As  essor's  office  would  permit  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
absence  for  ten  oays  or  two  weeks.  No  oae  sup- 
posed tha  city  was  to  be  committed  to  anything. 
We  were  simply  acting  as  agents  to  asce*  tain  what 
the  change  would  co  t,  and  the  or  ly  vavtodo  that 
properly  was  to  secure  from  the  parties  owning 
the  land  a  bond  to  convey  it  to  wboever  would  be 
the  asent  to  matte  tns  <\haoge.  The  printed  form 
wascarefully  prepared,  so  that  in  case  tb>  city 
wa-  not  the  age.it,  whoever  might  be  designated 
by  tte  Legislature  could  taKe  these  bonds  and  use 
them.  In  tbe  case  of  Mr.  J-ffries,  the  bond  was 
made  directly  to  the  city  of  Boston;  and  I  doubt 
it  that  bona  coulo  be  used  if  anj  other  person 
were  designated  to  make  the  change.  Iwss  veiy 
much  surprised  recently  when  I  found  that  the 
bond  of  Mr.  Jeffiies  differed  in  any  particular 
from  that  prepared  by  cbo  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Clark — I  have  had  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Palmer,  »ud  be  gives  me  to  understand 
taat  be  has  no  douwt  that  that  w*s  the  condi- 
tion upon  which  Mr.  Jeffries  gave  the  bond 
to  tbe  city.  It  was  oiffeieot  in  term  Irom  the 
printed  one,  and  Mr.  Palmer,  or  anybody  else, 
ought  to  have  known  that  it  was  not  precisely  the 
same  as  the  printed  one.  Mr.  Jeffries  did  not 
wish  to  give  the  bond  in  the  primed  form.    He 


thought  that  if  he  was  going  to  tie  up  his  prop- 
erty for  twelve  months,  the  city  must  pay  the 
taxes  foi  1875.  whether  the  land  was  bought  by 
the  city  or  not.  Mr.  Palmer  informs  me  that  that 
was  the  understanding  and  the  condition;  and 
that  be  knew  of  tha-  fact  when  he  cook  the  bond. 
It  wa-  upon  those  terms  that  Mr.  Jeffries  gave  the 
citv  the  light  to  take  this  land. 

Alderman  Harris--!  woulr.  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman this  question:  Provioed  there  was  a 
clause  io  that  bona  for  the  city  to  pay  Mr.  Jeffries 
— when  there  *as  to  authority  from  th-  City 
Council — would  any  committee  be  justified  in 
recommending  that  to  be  eain  ? 

Aidei  nab  Clark — that  ba=  nothing  to  do  with 
the  case.  You  might  just  a«  well  suppose  a  con- 
dition for  the  pivmenc  of  half  a  million  dollars. 

Alderman  Harris— The  principle  ib  the  sane,. 
This  involves  the  expenditure  ol  $2000.  I  merely 
maae  it  $10,000.  If  we  report  an  order  at  all,  it 
will  involve  an  i-xpendifure  of  $2000. 

Alderman  Clark— Mr.  Jeffries  was  tbe  owner  of 
a  large  piece  of  lano,  and  he  was  letting  it  lie'  idle 
so  that  l  he  city  of  Boston  might  take  it  at  any 
time  during  the  year  1875 — the  co uduion  of  vhicb 
was  that  tne  citv  should  pay  trje  taxes  upon  it 
whether  it  icok  tbe  land  ot  not.  With  chi.t  condi- 
tion tue  city  accepted  the  bond  through  its  author- 
ized agent,  Mr.  Palmer.  I  aovetbac  tbe  report 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Harris — WhilQ  I  oo  not  shirk  a^y 
duty  which  tbe  Board  may  ulace  upon  me,  never- 
theless I  think  this  matter  has  been  fully  dis- 
cussed id  commit'ee.  We  gave  it  a  very  patient 
hearmg,  as  the  minutes  of  the  C'erk  wilt  testify; 
and  we  had  no  alternative  but  to  make  tbis  re- 
port, which  I  tul'y  indoise.  Therefoie,  I  fear  It 
would  aii-ouut  to  nothing  but  delay  if  it  i"  recom- 
mitted. I  don't  think  tbe  cjmmitiee  could  learn 
anything  more  than  they  now  know.  The  bond 
bears  the  signatu.*;  or  approval  of  nobody.  It  is 
simply  witnessed  by  Mr. "Palmer,  and  no  one  was 
authorized  to  accept  it,  so  far  ss  any  tacts  were 
elicited  before  tbe  committee.  I  hope  the  report 
will  be  accepted. 

Akletmao  Oiarlt — Di<l  lhe  Al  erman  from  Ward 
8  consider  that  he  had  a  bond  from  Mr.  Jeffries 
for  that  land,  or  that  he  had  Dot? 

AU'erman  Steboius — It  vas  u  iderstood  that  we 
hail-  bond  not  only  from  Mr.  Jeffries,  but  from 
ne*rtv  everv  one  of  the  ow,  ers  of  lana  to  be  taken 
in  the  proposed  change.  1  had  sua  posed  that 
tbey  were  all  io  tbe  foi  m  ot  tee  prii.fd  blanks, 
aDd  to  be  traosf-r.ed  to  any  agert  who  might  be 
appointed  by  the  Railway  Commissioners  or  the 
Legislature.  I  did  not  suppose  the  bood  was 
written  as  it  was. 

Alderman  Burragi  — If  the  comuii  tee  are  indis- 
posed to  have  this  matter  recommitted,  it  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  better  to  have  it  laid  on  the 
table.  Let  us  have  Mr.  Palmer  before  us  to  testi- 
fy in  tbe  matter,  and  let  memrers  look  into  the 
case. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  don't  thiak  there  is  any 
objection  to  that.  The  lano  has  been  vacant  for 
years,  and  I  don't  chink  there  will  be  a  bo^a  fide 
pm  chaser  for  it  for  \  ears  to  come. 

The  report  and  order  werela,d  on  the  table. 

AldermaD  Clark  in  the  chair. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FBOM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  Commui.ic- tion  notify- 
ing the  Citv  Council  of  the  appointment  of  Wil- 
liam W.  Clapp  as  Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees. 
Confirmed  and  sent  down. 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Request  for 
leave  to  run  a  fire-alarm  wire  through  ceitain 
stieets  in  Charlestown  fora  circuit  toEastBoston. 
Referred  ta  Committee  on  Paving. 

Also,  request  that  leave  be  obtained  to  run  a 
wire  through  certain  streets  in  Chelsea  fot  the 
same  purpose. 

Alderman  Quincy— This  matter  has  received  the 
attenuonof  the  Committee  or,  Eiie  Depaitment, 
and  to  save  time  I  offei-  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  His  Honor  tbe  Mayor  be  request- 
ed, in  bel  all  of  the  City  Couucil,  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Mavor  ana  Aldermen  ot  tbe  city  of 
Chelsea  for  permission  to  set  telegraoh  posts  in 
the  following  stree  s  of  that,  city  tor  the  convey- 
ance of  telegrach  wires  to  East  Boston,  viz.: 
Broadway,  Medford  street,  Pembroke  street, 
Winnisiiumetstieet,Peail  street  and  upon  Chelsea 
Bridge  and  Meridian-street  Bridge  in  Chelsea. 

Read  twice  a  n  parsed.    Sent  down. 

Cochltuate  Water  Board.  Communication 
representing  that  the  present  time  is  considered 
the  most  favorable  for  contracting  for  pipes,  and 
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requesting;  that,  in  order  that  the  Water  Depart- 
ment m?y  have  a  supply  oo  band  early  in  the 
spring  to  commence  operations  with,  they  may 
have  am  bonty  to  contract  at  once  for  water  oir>es 
to  the  amount  or  $150,000,  $100,000  of  winch  to 
befor  the  Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  districts, 
ano  the  ba'am  e  tor  the  Boston,  Roxbury  and 
Dorchester  districts.  Refenea  to  Joint  Commit- 
teeon  Water.    Sent  dowD. 

BOND  APPROVED, 

The  bond  of  George  M.  Felcrt,  constable,  being 
preseoted  duly  jertvtied,  was  approved. 

OKDEB  OF  NOTICE  ON  PE  HTION. 

A  petition  was  received  f  com  WiUiam  Elder  for 
leave  to  maintain  a  d  us  a  sitam  engine  and 
boiler  at  52  L°verett  street,  and  an  order  6i  notice 
Was  passed  for  a  bearing  thereon  to  aD  pa  ties  ob- 
jecting, on  Monday,  Den.  20,  flt  i  o'clock  P.  M. 

JAIL  EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  fo'  $1786.11,  being  the  expenses  of 
the  jail  for  .Govern  oer.    Ordered  paid. 

WORK   OF  THE  LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  following  (City  Doc.  No.  118)  was  received : 

To  the  Honorable  Mayoi  and  City  Council  of 
Boston— Six  months  having  eiaDsed  since  ihe  es- 
tablishment of  a  Board  of  License  Commissioners 
lor  tae  citv  of  Boston,  under  tbe  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  1875  krowo  as  'he  license  law,  the  coo- 
missionsrs  deem  it  poper,  imsmuch  as  the*  have 
acted  n  .  ympa  by  and  i  onjunction  with  the  exec- 
utive of  the  city,  to  submit  aiepoitof  their  pro- 
ceedings aod  of  the  results  wbicn  have  been  at- 
tained. Tbe  office  of  be  c  mmisstoners  was 
opened  for  busio^is  oo  the  17tb  day  of  May  last. 
The  number  ot  applications  f  .r  licenses  dniing 
the  first  mo  .th  (hereafter  was  1674,  and  during 
tbe  rollowi  g  month  1270,  when  they  began  mate- 
lially  to  decrease. 

The  investigation  of  places  for  which  licenses 
were  asked  «  as  made  bv  a  fo  ce  of  fifteen  men, 
detailer  from  the  different  police  sintions  of  ihe 
city,  under  the  charge  a>d  dir-ction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Licenses.  This  force  was  discharged 
on  t  e  1st  ray  of  August,  and  the  License  Com- 
missioner'thsn  appointed  fifteen  facers  or  their 
own  selec  10  ,  who  have  since  made  all  investiga- 
tions an    lep  it-.. 

By  agreement  with  the  city  authoi  ities,  the  city 
police  force  has  special  surveillance  of  all  place? 
wnere  liquoi  s  are  s.  In  without  a  license,  and  the 
force  appointed  by  the  commissioners  has  charge 
o  ly  of  su  m  places  a-  have  been  licensed,  both 
force-,  however,  to  a  cert lin  extent,  act  in  con- 
cert and  aid  e?.ch  otaer. 

To  Nov.  1, 1875,  the  whole  Dumber  of  applica- 
tions fo   licences  was  3403. 

The  number  of  license*  issued  and  in  force  at 
that  date  was  as  follows.  Foi  the  s»le  of  liquors 
to  be  drank  on  the  premises— 

Innholder,  first  class,  all  kinds  of  liquors 165 

"         second  class,  light  wines,  malt  liquors 

and  cider 4 

■Victuallers, first  class,  all  kinds  of  liquors 550 

•     "         second  class,  light  wines,  malt  liquors 

and  cider 90 

"       third  class,  malt  liquors  and  cider 150 

959 

Foi  the  sale  of  liquors  vet  to  be  drunk  on  the 
premises — 

Distillers,  fourth  class 3 

Dealers,  "         all  kinds  of  liquors 2su 

Grocers,  233 

Druggists,  "  "  "  '09 

Brewers,  fifth  class 11 

Dealers,  "         light   wiues,  malt  liquors 

and  cider .• 230 

Grocers,  fifth  class,  milt  liquors  and  cider 102 

Number  of  licenses  in  force  Nov.  1, 1875 1 ,897 

Number  of  licenses  declared  forfeited  to  Nov. 

1, 1P75.  and  no  longer  in  force 79 

Number  of  licenses  granted,  but  cancelled,  be- 
cause not  called  for 301 

Number  of  applications  rejected 1,126 

Whole  number  of  applications  as  above 3,403 

Healings  upor  complaiots  ma  <e  for  the  viola- 
tion of  license-;  were  comtnen  ed  on  the  lOtn  day 
of  August,  and  to  the  1st  day  cf  Notviiibe  follow- 
ing 183  such  he<rmes  have  taken  place,  and  79 
licenses  bavo  been  declared  forfeited,  as  stated 
above. 

Having  given  the  above  rtateoneot  of  the  work 
of  tbe  office,  it  may  be  expected  that  the  Commis- 
sioners stoo'd  say  s  nietlnog  in  a  general  way  of 
the  license  law  itself,  and  of  tbe  results  obtained 


under  it.  It  was  obvioos,  at  the  very  outset,  that 
th1  law  would  have  to  contend  against  the  preju- 
dice aid  demoralization  growing  out  of  the  long 
unrest i icted  traffic  m  intoxicating  liquors.  The 
Commissioners  therefore  inciineo  to  a  fairly  lib- 
eral construction  of  its  provisions,  believing  tbis 
to  bs  the  best  policy  and  th1;  course  most  likely  to 
bring  tbe  dealers  into  sympathy  with  a  license 
statute.  Toe  present  year  has  been  one  of  almost 
urj precede oted  stagnation  ?nd  depression  in  busi- 
ness, and  hundreds  Dave  undoubtedly,  for  this 
reason,  and  from  a  belief  in  the  large  profits  of 
thv  liquor  traffic,  been  indued  to  engage  m  it, 
mostly  in  a  small  way,  and  with  the  avowed  in- 
tention ot  carrying  oo  tbe  business  of  yicuiallers, 
as  required  by  law. 

Tbe  foregoing  .-taum  nt  show.;,  in  detail  tue 
nuirber  and  vari  >us  kinds  of  licenses  grante  i ; 
aod  it  is  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  public 
whether  tbe  number  is  disproi>ort!onat-  to  the 
population  and  the  requirements  or  convenience 
of  the  people.  It  mu*t  be  ?,dm1tred  that,  as  a 
class,  tbe  sellers  of  liquor  are  not  living  up  to  the 
conditions  of  their  liceuses,  and  for  two  months 
past  the  Commissioners  have  beemaluiost  entirely 
occupied  in  the  investigation  of  complaints  maae 
by  i  heir  officers  for  violations  of  the  same,  at- 
tending daily  hearings  of  cases,  and  decreeing 
forfeitares,  when,  m  their  judgment,  the  facts 
warranted  tsat  cenrse.  Inn  Chiet  of  Police,  un- 
der tbe  direction  of  tbe  Mayor,  and  ^itQ  an  effi- 
cient force,  has  been  actively  employed  sine*  the 
fhsr  of  July  in  detecting  and  bringing  into  court 
all  peisons" selling  witoout  a  license,  the  number 
complained  of  since  that  date  being,  as  reported 
by  tbe  Chief,  903,  classified  as  follows: 

Licensed  Unlicensed 

Dealers.       Dealers.  Total. 

July : 53  .       403  456 

August 45                   123  168 

September 19                  90  109 

October 21                   149  170 

Totals 13*  765  »03 

Most  of  the  cas-s  he'd  it  the  Municipal  courts 
have  been  appealed  to  the  Superior,  and  theuce, 
on  points  or  law  i  j  almost  endless  variety,  to  the 
Supreme  Juoicial  Court,  where  no  decision  has 
y.-t  been  r°aebe.i.  In  the  lower  court-  ihe  penalty 
ha«  generally  been  $100  and  costs  for  e  ich  offence 
— truly  a  light  penalty  for  oft  repeateo  violations 
of  the  law.  Many  of  the  cases,  ootb  in  t'ne  loser 
?nd  higher  courts,  have  failed  for  want  of  actual 
nroof,  which  is  ofien  very  difficult  to  produce, 
unless  corioboratiig  ciivumstan  ial  evidence  De 
allowed. 

The  license  law  itself  is  exceedingly  indefinite, 
if  not  contradictory,  in  some  of  its  ptovisions, 
and  ihe  Commissioners  have  benmuehverplexed 
iu  endeavoring  to  give  a  fait  Ljterpret-itio  i  of  its 
conditions, — some  of  which  are  regarded  by  a 
large  and  respectable  class  of  dealer >  as  unjust, 
ano  calculated  to  provoke  ho-iiiit«  to  a  license 
lawof  auy  k*nd.  The  Commission  rs  do  net  nesi- 
tate  to  say  that,  in  iheii  judgmsnt,  the  law  should 
be  changed  in  many  respects;  ami  (neir  obs  na- 
tions leads  thhni  to  believe  that  those  changes 
would  .  cnir  tor  it  such  a  degree  of  favor  antf  re- 
spect, with  dealers  and  with  the  DUDli",  as  io  lead 
eventually  to  a  satisfactory  result.  Many  of  the 
provisions  of  .he  present  law  are  salutary,  and, 
when  wioely  known  andundersto  >d,  will  undoubt- 
edly be  availed  of,  is  a  protection  to  their  {busi- 
ness, by  the  parties  mo*t  deeply  iuterestt-d. 

The  law  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  it  vastobe 
expecteo  that  ir  onld  uieet  strong  opposition 
from  those  »bo  tiDd  their  private  interests  mote 
or  less  aff =cre<i  by  it.  We  are  satisfied,  however, 
that.  un-!er  its  'operatioo,  something  has  been 
gained  ;— there  is  a  law  recognized,  and  to  some 
rea-ooable  extent  enforced,—  ,  law  which,  witn- 
out  doubt,  has  l  n  its  general  principles  the  sym- 
pathy and  support  of  a  large  aid  respectable 
cls.ss  of  the  dealers  in  liquor,  a;;  we'l  as  of  the 
comtniir ity  in  general.  There  is,  likewise,  an  ac- 
kno  It  lined  decrease  in  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors ;  tor  it  is  undeniable  that  ihe  vigilant  in- 
spection maintained  by  the  police  li  3  materially 
recuced  tbe  quantity  so'd,  and  that  many  pcrsous 
have  iu  consequence  been  compelled  to  abandon 
tbe  busiuess.  The  percentage  may  perhaos  be 
lelntively  small,  Dot  it  is  ..  stop  forward  and  in 
the  right  direction.  An  investigatio  i  aud  report 
from  the  Chief  of  Police  shows  that  the  number  ot 
places  where  liquor  was  sold  was  3090  in  December. 
1874,  against  2483  on  the  17tr  of  Si  member.  1S75. 
The  Commissioners,  fully  sensible  of  the  evils  of 
intemperance,  aud   believing  it  to  be  a  high  and 
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sacred  obligation  of  society  to  protect  itself 
against  heoe  evil?,  enteieo  upon  their  nudes  with 
a  sincere  desite  ano  a  Arm  d>  termina  ion  to  dis- 
cnarge  uhera,  so  far  as  they  -  ere  able  to  mierpret 
the  law,  justly  and  impartially:  and  thev  have 
toe  an- taction  of  knowiog  that  if  they  have  dis- 
charged these  duties  imperfectly,  thev  have  at 
lea-t  actfd  without  fear  or  favor.  They  are  fce- 
lievers  in  a  liC'iise  law  w  icb  shall  be  fairly  liber- 
al in  us  co.  dtions,  and  at  the  same  time  very 
stringent  in"  the  penalties  tor  its  violatioo ;  they 
believe,  moreover,  that  ihe  d°aleis  iu  liquor  will 
sustain  sucn  a  law;  that  it  en  be  e-  fore.  d,  and 
tLat,  undei  it,  all  the  g  od  results  can  be  secured 
which  it  is  possible  to  attain  for  the  c-.use  ot  teai- 
rtiaace  fiota  any  legal  enactments. 

William  H.  K^nt. 

Henry  W.  Pickering. 

Joseph  A.Laforme. 
Lice  se  Commissiouers. 
Boston,  Nov.  20, 1875. 

Al  erman  Stebbins— I  have  read  the  report 
somewhat  carefully,  and  several  impo<tant  sug- 
ge-tions  are  made,  and  if  it  is  desiraole  to  have 
the  Mayor  petition  the  Legislature  for  some  oiod- 
ittcation  01  change  in  the  law.  perhaps  it  should 
be  ictermd  to  some  committee.  I  move  thai  it 
be  ref e  red  to  the  committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters. 

The  motion  prevailed.    Sentdovo. 

HEALTH   DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  ihe  follow- 
ing: 

Transfersin  Appropriation.  Report  from  Joint 
Committee  on  Healtu,  cu  request  of  Boad  of 
Health,  recommending  Ihe  passage  ot  the  follow- 
ing: 

O  dered,  Tb«t  the  several  amounts  as  herein 
mentioned  be  an*  »kie  »aro*  arc  hprebv  transferred 
from  appinpnaiion  of  ISoara  of  Health  as  enum- 
erated: From  Bui ial  irroun-fs  roEvergre-n  Cem- 
et-r->.  $1000;  from  New  Uriaals  to  Public  Urinals, 
$1000;  from  Abatement  ot  Nuisances  to  P.intmg, 
$1000— $3000. 

Read  twice  and  passed — yeas  11,  nays  0.  Seot 
o'o^n. 

Stables.  Reports  from  the  Coiumiitee  u  >  He;  lth 
O"  the  part  of  the  rtoard  m  faor  of  grafting  pe- 
titions for  leave  to  occupy  staoles  as  follows: 
fieoige  B.  Thayer,  Ashmont  street,  between  D  >r- 
cbestei  avenu-  and  Cairolt  street;  IVLiry  .  Smith, 
Briioton  avenue;  H.  W.  Breed,  Cottage  street, 
Ward  16;  James  Dana;),  Wa  liiiiiton  suetjr,  Waid 
19;  Patrick  J.  ttvan,  Brio. .line  avenue,  >Vaul  6; 
Cor'  eiins  Cronin,  Paris  street,  Ward  1.  Seveiady 
accepted. 

Removal  of  House  Offal.  Reoort  fi.m  Joint 
Cocomitt-e  on  Heal  b  on  the  ordei  teiatipj-  to  the 
removal  of  hou-e  offal,  that  own  g  to  the  demnd 
for  Louse  offal,  an  f  the  ootn  ons  that  have  oeen 
expiessed,  they  are  'ally  satisfied  ihat  many  and 
liberal  proposals  will  be  received  for  the  disposal 
of  the  same:  and  they  consider  the  sale  ot  offal 
by  the  city  to  individuals  as  inexpedient,  and  rec- 
ommend toe  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Oroered,  Th  ,t  the  Join  Commiccet  on  Health 
be  and  they  are  heivby  authorised  to  contract 
with  iesponsible  par  ies  tor  th"  removal  beyond 
the  citv's  limits  of  all  the  bouse  offal  co^ected 
within  this  city,  all  contracts  co  ru*  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  rhiee  yea  s  fiom  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary next. 

Alderman  Burrage— Why  do  the  committee  con- 
sider ii  inexpe  ieuc  to  sell  to  the  neonl"  desiring 
the  offal,  a-'  was  proposed  by  the  aaendnieut 
adopted  in  the  other  branch,  and  in  «»hiea  we 
concurred? 

Al  erman  Woithiigton— It  came  before  tne 
committee  and  was  discu-sed  ac  length.  Thsre  is 
a  iargs  number  of  applications  for  the  pn  cnase 
of  the  offal,  and  the  committee  are  persuaded 
thf  t  they  c>n  get  as  much  for  it  by  offerina  it  ru 
this  •' ay  as  bv  retailing  it.  It  «as  the  feeling  of 
the  committee  that  it  would  hardly  be  the  proper, 
dignified  thiog  for  the  city  to  ao  into  the  business 
of  retailing  nouse  offal,  and  orobably  thev  can  g-t 
as  mucn  th's  wav  as  by  that  Tvy  koow  its 
value,  and  the  order  olaces  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee  co  get  the  most  i  hey  can  for  >'t.  If  no 
satisfactory  aids  are  receiv°d,  thev  propo  e  to  re- 
tail it  out.  The  other  order  wou'd  i;o>  permit  any- 
tbi  a  hut  the  retailing  of  it,  aud  rhere-ore  we 
ttoughut  better  to  come  baci  and  gei  tui  otder 
passed,  that  the  >»  nole  matter  may  be  put  in  the 
bands  of  the  committae. 

Alderman  Power — lam  still  of  the  opinion  that 
the   committee  can   realize    a    great   deal   more 


money  by  retailing  it;  aid  I  doo't  see  why  it 
would  be  more  impropei  to  oo  so  in  Boston  than 
it  is  in  (jbailestonn.  But  I  have  no  objection  to 
leaving  it  in  rhe  ha  ds  of  the  commiitee.  From 
what  the  Aldei mac  has  said,  and  from  me  talk 
made  about  it  both  in  aod  out  of  tnis  Government, 
I  hove  ao  doubt  the  committee  will  eodeavor  to 
do  tae  best  they  cao,  either  by  contracting  it  all 
out  to  ooe  party  oi  to  several.  My  opinion  is  that 
moie  money  can  be  obtained  by  lettiiv  ii  nut  to 
diff-rent  larties  iu  small  contracts.  I  should  op- 
pose the  ordei,  except  that  I  have  confidence  that 
the  co  amittee  will  do  the  best  tor  the  inteiests  of 
the  city. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  doo't  know  that  any  pro- 
vision is  made  tor  advertising  for  proposals.  I 
hardly  desire  to  give  authoriiy  to  dispose  of  this 
matter  for  a  term  of  veais  without  any  competi- 
tion. 

Alderman  Stebbins-— I  vould  call  atiention  to 
the  fact  that  ons  of  our  best  evening  papers  has 
an  adverti -ement  imt  nvitiug  proposals  to  be*  re- 
ceived till  next  Mo  day.  I  llude  to  the  Traveller. 
It  seems  that  the  committee  have  advertised, 
without     aitii  g  for  a  voce. 

Alderman  "Worihington — I  have  no  doubt,  the 
Alderman  knew  of  the  fact.  The  comuutcee  ate 
determined  that  there  sball  be  no  concealment  in  ■ 
this  matter;  but  that  they  will  get  the  highest 
price  for  it.  But  the  time  vas  short  between  now 
ano  the  i  turning  out  of  trie  c  >n tract,  and  the  com- 
mittee felt  chut  they  would  bu  authorized  to  ad- 
vertise for  proposals.  I  he  advertisement  was  put 
in  eve'y  paper  in  Boston,  an  i  we  intend  that  every 
man  who  reaos  a  daily  papei  between  this  and  the 
5th  of  December  shail  have  the  privilege  ot  bid- 
ding foi  that  contract,  if  he  cfroo.-es,  aud  the 
chairman  ha'  put  the  ulvertiserneuc  in  ihe  Triv- 
eller  t  :ia  iu  every  other  paper. 

Aldeiman  Harris— How  is  it  possible  for  the 
committee  to  arrive  at  the  value  of  tne  house 
offal?  For  one,  I  hoped  the  odei  to  retail  it 
would  be  adhered  to.  I  should  ldse  co  have  the 
experiment  tried  for  a  year  at  least,  to  know  how 
much  the  city  has  lost  by  the  conuact  now  in 
force,  it  vv  ull  be  a  curio-ity  to  know  how  fool- 
ishly some  portions  of  tne  city's  busio-sshavs  been 
tidi  sacted.  I  far l  to  see  how  the  coamirtee  can 
arriv-  at  what  it  is  worth,  even  if  thev  are  offered 
$30,000  for  it. 

Alderman  Worthington — Th  committee  chink 
chsv  c.ta  arrive  at  wha;  it  io  worth  trum  toe  par- 
ties wh  •  have  been  before  thtm,  aod  from  the 
qua  tity  sold  day  by  day,  although  the  contractor 
aemes  that  so  much  has  beea  sold  as  the  commir- 
tee  think.  The  committee  differ  somewhat  tmm 
the  S  iperinteadent  of  Heal'h  and  also  from  Mr. 
Rowe.  Still,  unless  tte  bids  come  n  very  i  early 
to  what  tne  comirirtee  think  it  is  worth,  they  will 
rccommerd  f'at  it  be  sold  by  the  city.  I  have  no 
doubr  we  -nail  get  as  mucn  by  conract  as  bv  re- 
tailing it  It  will  be  lemembered  that  the  p  ic:e 
of  house  offal!  rises  ana  falls  with  pork  and  other 
things. 

Alderman  Harris— How  much? 

Aldermau  Worthington — F  om  $4  io  $8  a  cord. 
It  has  b^en  sold  as  high  as  $8  The  committee 
have  made  up  ihei  minds  tnat  $4  a  coid  will 
realize  about  $20,000  a  year. 

Aldeiman  Prescott — I  am  glad  thechiirmm  has 
taken  the  prooer  steps  to  adve  tise;  but  it  will  be 
no  harm  to  insert  >t  in  the  order.  Suppose  they 
do  not  receive  proposals  at  woich  they  aie  willing 
to  award  this  contract,  thev  have  full  power  to 
award  t°e  contract  without  adveidnng.  Its  ems 
Vfciy  pioper  to  amend  the  crder. 

Alderman  Woithington — I  move  ro  amend  by 
inseruna  "after  public  advertisement"  after  the 
woid  "contract,"  as  the  Ale  erman   •  ishes. 

The  amendment  »"<s  adopted,  and  theorier  as 
amended  re?.d  twice  and  passed.    Sei.tdown. 

PARK  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Worrhington  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  lot  of  land  owned  bv  the  city, 
situated  at  the  junction  of  Park  square  and  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  and  which  was  set  apart  and  ded- 
icated as  a  public  ground,  to  be  kept  open  for 
that  put oose  or  as  apart  of  the  public  highway, 
be  placed  in  the  charge  ot  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares. 

Aldermai  Worthington— It  will  be  remembered 
that  when  this  mattei  first  came,  up  Alderman 
Stebbins  moved  that  u  be  made  a  part  of  the  pub- 
lic giooncis.  Nothing  has  been  done  with  the  lot, 
and  it  has  remained  under  tha  jurisdiction  of  the 
Commiuee  on  Streets.  The  abutters  think  some 
attentiop  should  be  paid  to  it,  as  it  is  becoming  a 
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nuisance,    rireiefore  I  put  10  that  order  that  the 
Committee  on  Commm  may  have  charge  of  it. 
The  order  was  read    twice   and   passed.     Sent 

dOWD. 

BOSTON  AX  THE  CENTENNIAL. 

Alderman  Bigeiow  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  to  wbom  was  re- 
ferred the  message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  tians- 
micting  a  circular  f'on  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
mission to  the  Centenujal  Exhibition  at  Phil- 
adelphia, asking  toe  City  Governmeat  to  furnish 
certain  maps,  oictures,  statistics  and  oistor- 
lcal  information  ilia  trative  of  tbe  past 
and  present  conoitio  .  of  Bostoa,  having  care- 
fully consioered  toe  subject,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report:  It  is  tbe  de- 
sire of  the  Commissioner'  that  tbe  city 
should  contribute  to  tbe  Ctntenmal  Exhibi- 
tion, a  series  of  portfolios  containing  ex- 
hibits illustrative  of  i  he  interests,  progress  and 
present  condition  or  the  ciiy,  to  accompsny  simi- 
lar representations  of  the  cities  aid  towns  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. These  exhibits  arc  to  consist  of  de- 
scriptions of  the  city,  its  system  of  government, 
public  ant?  pivate  it  stuutious,  illustrated  by 
maps,  plan=,  views  of  important  buiioings  aod 
public  works,  and  givi-  g  in  a  compreb  nsive  man- 
ner a  large  amount  of  useful  historical  aud  statis- 
tical information.  These  exhibits  wi'l  b°  of  per 
manent  value,  as  at  the  close  of  the  exhibition 
th-y  are  to  be  return ;o  to  the  city;  ro  be  r  laced  in 
the  Public  Library  for  future  lefersnee.  In  tne 
opinion  of  the  committee  tLe  object  is  one 
which  merits  the  approval  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and,  as  the  work  of  preparing  the  exuioits 
should  ii°  commenced  at  .1  early  dav,  they  -.ould 
respectfully  iv  com  mend  tbe  passage  o;  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  special  committee  to 
whom  was  tefeired  the  message  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  relititg  to  a  circular  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Commission  to  tbe  CeDteonial  Exhibition, 
be  authorized  to  pr^par--  ard  tran-mit  to  the  said 
commission  the  exnrbits  asked  lor  in  the  said  cir- 
cular, at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $5000;  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriate  for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Bigeiow  moved  that  tbe  xder  take 
its  second  reaoing. 

Alderman  Wortoiugton — I  sbould  like  some  ex- 
planatlo.  wh  we -houlc  spend  this  $5000.  I  have 
some  misgivings  in  regard  to  appropriating  this 
money.  There  is  to  bt  ■-.  celebration  m  Philadel- 
phia next  vear,  and  tne  eitizecs  are  calling  upon 
oiher  cities  to  com^  in  and  help  them  make  up  an 
exhibition.  We  shall  have  sufficient  calrs  to  spend 
money  without  getting  up  things  of  this  kind.  If 
I  understand  it,  ths  exhibition  is  of  the  same 
character  as  thesn  that  have  occurred  on  the 
other  side  of  the  uater — a  display  of  improve- 
ments in  the  ma-binery  and  manufactures  of  this 
country  in  comparison  with  those  of  other  coun- 
tries. I  fail  to  see  whv  we  should  put  in  statistics 
and  cictuies  of  this  kind,  or  bow  they  will  be  ot 
any  benefit,  except  as  curiosities,  to  help  make  up 
the  variety  at  the  exhibition.  We  must  oear  in 
mind  that  tiicre  is  tiot  only  to  be  a  celebration  in 
Philadelphia,  but  there  will  be  a  centennial  in 
Bo-ton,  aud  we  shall  have  as  much  reason 
as  any  other  city  to  have  a  grand  celebration  here. 
We  shall  have  to  spend  a  largsi  amount  of  money 
heie  than  ever  befoie.  Have  Aloemeo  «ny  ooubt 
of  that?  Our  taxes  are  sufficient  now,  a>  d  we 
should  spend  no  more  money  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  tbe  well-bi  ing  of  the  peotle  of  Bos- 
ton. We  should  hesitate  before  we  approvnate 
$5000  f"r  a  purpo.  e  of  this  kicd,  for  it  seems  to  me 
it  will  r.ot  pay. 

Aldenuan  Bigeiow — I  hard!)  feuo .v  » hat  to  say 
in  auii lion  to  what  is  stated  in  the  report.  This 
matt>  r  was  brought  before  the  Boaro  at  the  last 
meeting,  by  a  communication  froai  the  Mayor, 
ano  refeufid  to  a  special  committee,  of  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  chairman.  We  bad  a  con- 
sul ation  with  a  gentleman,  who  desired  me  not 
to  mention  his  name,  who  is  abundantly  capable 
of  compiling  a  docuo  eot  that  will  be  of  vast  value 
to  the  city  as  a  book  of  reference,  and  o»  that 
account  we  thought,  it  advisable  to  ass  for  the  ap- 
propriation. The  probability  is  the  cost  will  uot 
exceed  $3500,  as  we  made  a  close  calculation;  but 
in  orde  to  leave  a  margin  for  incidentals,  the 
committee  thought  proper  to  ask  for  $5000.  If  the 
Alderman  desires  tim e  to  look  into  tbe  matter,  I 
withdraw  tbe  motion  fot  a  second  reading. 

The  order  went  over. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  pW-,of  the  Board.  suhmKted  an  or- 


der to  pay  Duncan  R.  Worrell  $70.80  for  land  taken 
and  all  damages  occasioned  by  the  widening  of 
Baxtei  street.    Read  twice  ano  passed. 

ASSESSORS'  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Hums  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department: 

Ordered,  That  tae  City  treasurer  be,  and  he  is 
hereb.v  directed  to  refund  to  the  tiustees  of  the 
Cbapel  of  the  Good  Shepherd  the  taxes  assessed 
upon  them  in  1871  and  1872,  together  with  trie  ac- 
crued mteiest  oti  the  same  and  the  costs  of  court, 
amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  $254.57,  said  sum  to 
be  charged  io  the  receipts  for  taxes. 

Read  'wice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Reports  ot  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  A. 
G.  Stimson,  for  remission  of  a  poitioti  of  tax  on 
estates  No.  45  Alien  street  and  73  Chambers  street; 
Augustus  Richardson,  that  certai..  taxes  assessed 
in  1870  to  1872  be  reJundec  ;  St.  Joseph's  Home,  for 
abatemeotof  taxes  assessed  iu  1874  on  estate  41 
East  Broo'iline  street  (the  land  being  owned  on 
May  1  by  H.  Silney  Everett);  severally  accepted. 
Sent  cown. 

Report  on  petition  ot  N.  B.  Gifcbs  et  al.,  for  re- 
missio  t  of  tax  on  estate  of  Benjamin  Abbott,  for 
tbe  reason  that  it  had  been  d'stuouied  before  the 
first  of  May  last,  iecommending  the  passage  of 
the  fo-lo*-  itg: 

Ordered.  That  the  lax  assessed  it  1875  upoo  Na- 
than B.  Gibbs  ani  Benjaniia  F.  Burgess  as  ex- 
ecutois  of  the  estate  of  Benjamin  Abbott,  de- 
ceased, amouoti  a  to  $93.16,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  remitted. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SWING  SIGNS,  LANTERNS  AND  MORTARS. 

Alderman  BuTage  subnitted  the  following 
fiotu  tbe  Committee  on  Police: 

Report  in  favor  of  nllowiug  William  Bond  & 
Son  ro  maintain  a  Cock  at  17  Congress  street. 

Report  in  favor  of  allowing  lamp  to  be  main- 
tained in  front  ot  Sherman  House,  provided  it  is 
secure,  etc. 

Reports  in  tavor  of  granting  permits  to  main- 
tain mortars  as  folio  vs:  George.  D.  Ricker,  178 
Salem  street;  J.  Howes  Dyer,  Eliot  street;  Wil- 
liam F.  Noweil,  Mtrrimac  street. 

Reports  granti'ig  i  ave  to  maintain  projecting 
signs:  H.  V.  JCirns,  6  Mason  street;  Eli  Thayer,  384 
Hanover  street;  William  H.  Hudson.  5  ferucle 
place;  Jobusoa  &  Means,  20  Marshall  street;  The- 
odore S.  Very.  22  Pitts  street. 

Repoi  ts  gra  itiug  leave  to  maintain  lanterns,  as 
follows: 

Draper  &  Hell,  91  Deohain  street;  Geoige  A. 
Pollaid,  20  Harnson  avenue;  No"  th  Euc  Mission, 
201  North  sueet;  W.  A..  Congdoo.  19  Howard 
street;  George  H.  Tebbe'ts,  86  Friend  street; 
James  A.  Jotes  187  North  street;  John  «.  ullen, 
181  Noith  street;  J.  Robiusoc,  Everett  House, 
corner  Washington  auo  Camd-n  s  leets;  Old  Col- 
ony Sunday  Scnool.  68  Tvler  street. 

All  of  the  above  are  granted  on  conditio;  that 
the  signs  are  secured  satisfactory  to  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Lewis  Jones  &  Son  to  maintain  sign  at  50  La- 
grt-uge  stteet,  and  Richatdson  &  Gerts,  343  Wash- 
ington street,  to  maintain  advertising  awning. 

Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigeiow  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Wagon  Licenses  Grauted— Joseph  P.  Ta>  lor,  cor- 
ner Fifth  and  Seventh  street;  Howard  Builin- 
gaine,  Arch  street ;M.  O'Connell. corner  Hamoden 
aod  Albany  stieets;  F.  M.  Dunbam.[8  auo  10  Couit 
square. 

Junk  B-aler  Licensed— Eugene  McCarthy,  5 
Washington  square. 

intelligence  Office  Lice,  sed -Samuel  W.  Har- 
vsv.  57  Eliot  street. 

Billiard  License  Granted— Eugene  McCarthy, 
587  Mam  street. 

Dealeri'.  Second- Hand  Ai tides  Granted— Dau- 
lel  Wholey.  5  Frothiiigbara  avenue. 

severally  accented. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
tbe  Committee  on  Paving: 

Order  lor  edgestooes,  paved  gutters  and  brick 
sidewalks  on  Rogers  stteet,  between  Dorchester 
street  sud  Preble  stie°t.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Oidered,  That  tbe  Superintendriit  of  Streets  be 
diiected  to  fill  up  tbe  old  dock  under  Clinton 
street,  Lear  Mercantile  street,  and  to  do  such 
grading  aud  gravelling  on   said  street,  between 
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Mercantile  street  2nd  Atlantic  avenue,  as  mav  be 
deemed  necessary  to  make  the  "a me  safe  for  pub- 
lic travel. 

Reac  twice  and  passed. 

Older  establishing  tbe  grade  of  Dale  street, 
berweeu  Walnut  avenue  and  Warren  stieet.  ac- 
cording to  a  profile  oated  Nov.  10,  1875;  also,  the 
revi-ed  giaaes  ot  Liurel  and  Sherman  screets,  as 
shown  ou  plans  dated  Jan.  23,  1871.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

R  'poit  and  orcer  for  edgestones  in  front  of  es- 
tate of  William  H.  Hick",  on  Stafford  street. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Board  establish  tbe  grade  of 
Alto  d  street,  from  Maiden  Bridgrf  (so  called)  to 
tbe  Almshouse  estate,  as  shown  op  a  plan  and 
profile  of  said  Alford  street  drawn  bv  the  City 
Sutvevor,  dated  Nov.  15, 1875,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  ordsr  10  grade  Ashland  stieet,  be- 
tween Florence)  aad  Canieibuiy  streets,  West 
Roxbury;  also  a  portion  of  Hyoe  Paris  avenue, 
near  Ashland  street.  Estimated  cost,  $6000. 
Order  reaa  t*ice  and  passed. 

Order  for  bncksirt>wilks  oa  the  southerly  side 
ot  Chelsea  stieet,  Ivtwven  Prescott  and  Benniog- 
ton  streets.    Read  iwice  inn  pasr,ed. 

Orier  tor  orick  sidewalks  on  th?  northerly  side 
of  Princeton  streec,  becween  Putnam  and  Eagle 
streets.    Read  twice  and  pas  ed. 

R -port  in  favor  ot  grantiog  a  permit  to  Jxmes 
W.  Wason  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Baker 
street  to  Spring  stieet,  Waull7.    A -cepfd. 

Scnedules  of  the  co-t  of  edgestones  to  brick 
sidewalks,  etc.,  in  sundiy  streets,  «itb  oiders  for 
tbe  assessment  a od  collection  of  the  ->amp.  Or- 
ders read  twice  and  passed. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Prescott  submuted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market,  in  favor  of  approval  of 
transfer  by  George  Viles  ot  ore-half  of  his  in- 
terest iu  Stall  20,  aod  cellar  7,  New  Faneuil  Hall 
Market  to  Sandeis  &  Hanweli.    Accepted. 

TRANSFERS  IN  PUBLIC-BUILDING  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  tbe  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  *r.d 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  trancfer  front  the  item 
f or  "pai oting  aod  srlazing,"  in  appmpiiation  for 
Public  Buildings,  the  sum  of  $2000  to  toe  itjm  for 
"new  heating  apparatus  and  rspairs  of  ol   ." 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  Days  0.  Sent 
down. 

NORTH AMPTON-STllEET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  sub  uitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Comtuitt-e  on  the  Northampton- 
street  District,  that  no  further  action  is  neces-aiy 
on  the  petition  of  Charle-  Francis  toi  compensa- 
tion for  damages  to  bis  estate  at  tbecoinei  of 
Webber  ind  Fellows  sti  .-ets,  the  committee,  under 
tbe  order  of  the  Ciiv  Council,  bavins  abated  the 
assessment  made  upon  said  property  for  filling 
and  raising  builcJugs.    Accepted.    Seat  down. 

BILLS  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  S'ebbios  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  I'bat  the  expenses  i  curred  by  the 
joint  .special  committee  appointed  to  attend  the 
iunsral  ceremonies  of  the  lite  Hon.  Henry  Wil- 
son, Vici  President  of  the  United  Stares,  oe 
allowed  and  pain  from  th  appropriation  tor  lnci- 
"  dental  Expenses." 

Rean  twice  and  parsed— yeas  11,  Davs  0.    Sent 

llOWD. 

Orrteed,  That  the  bills  or  George  Curtis,  for 
materials  furnished  the  Pavn  g  Deoartment, 
amoii"ringto  $385  71,  the  Waterworks  $7.25,  and 
the  City  Hospital  $6,83;  of  t\  A.  Wiikios,  ageor, 
materials furnisheo  the  Camp  Department,  1131.69; 
ot  F.  W.  Liucolo,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  materials  furni  hed 
the  Fire  Department  to  $3  50,  be  allowed  for  pay- 
ment by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

BROADWAY   BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power,  from  the  Coot/inittee  on 
Bridges,  offered  tbe  fo'lowing: 

Ordered,  Tha1  the  roadway  of  Broai  way  Bridge 
be  closed  to  public  travel  on  Wedn-sdav,  Dec.  1, 
1875,  aLd  remain  closed  uutil  the  repairing  of  said 
bn  ge  is  comulel*  d. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Wortbine- 
ton,  Allerman  Po*er  °tated  that  only  a  portioo 
ot  the  roadway  is  to  be  paved— From  tbe  Albany- 
street  enn  ro  the  draw— auo  i.othiijg  but  wooa 
could  be  used. 

The  order  was  read  twice  avid  passed. 


DIVISION  OF  WARDS. 

Alderman  Quincy  offered  the  following: 
An    Ordinance 
In  telation  to  Breed's  Island,  so  called. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  That  part  of  tie  ci'y  commonly 
called  Biced's  Isl&nd,  lying  northerly  ano  easter- 
ly of  that  portion  of  the  citv  commonly  called 
East  Boston,  si  all  be  held  to  be  and  the  same 
heieb}  is  included  within  the  limits  of  Wa>d  No. 
1,  as  described  in  an  ordinance  providing  for  a 
new  division  of  the  citv  into  wards,  oassed  the  16th 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  1875. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  shall  ask  that  this  ordi- 
nanee  take  its  s^cono  reading  at  the  present  time 
instead  of  being  referred  to  a  eonmittee,  tor  tbe 
following  reasons:  It  is,  as  tbe  Board  will  see, 
me>ely  at.  ordinance  ot  construction,  to  avoid 
any  possible  ambiguity  that  may  arise;  am  it  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
I  have  delayod  presenting  this  Oidinance  tit  til 
now, for  obvious  reasius,  lor  I  think  that  we  shall 
an  agree,  iu  view  of  the  suiprisiog  and  somewhat 
amusing  sir  ngtb  and  persistency  ot  th-;  feelings 
which  it  has  ex  ited,  ihat  a  possible  r-newal  io 
any  form  of  this  halted  -ward  controversy  is 
geatlv  to  be  deprecateo  ;  although  of  course  I  do 
notanmir.  the  possibility  that  in  any  ea«e  tbe 
rules  of  oarliaroentary  cout  tesycr  of  uood  breeding 
could  be  even  tor  a  mprueci  forgotten  upon  this 
floor. 

Tbe  ordinance  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

THE   tOKKTOWN   MEMORIAL. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following: 

The  joint  special  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
fer* -d  a  communication  from  his  honor  the  Mayor 
enclosing  a  letter  from  Hon.  George  Bancroft  sug- 
g6-tmg  a  oeiition  io  Coitiress  for  the  erect  ne  of 
tbe  promised  memo-i  l  column  at  Yorktown,  Va., 
having  consioeren  the  subject,  bee:  leave  to  submit 
the  folio  *ing  report:  By  reference  to  the  journals 
ot  Con^ie-s  tor  that  year,  it  appears  that  on  the 
29th  of  O'tobci,  1781,  the  following  action  was 
taken  io  relation  to  a  commemoration  of  the  im- 
portant ad  decisive  saccess  of  the  allied  armies 
at  York  own : 
Extract  from.  Journal  of  Congress,  Oct.  29, 1781: 

'•On  a  iepo  t  of  ihe  committee  consistiuir  of 
Mr.  Randolph.  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr. 
Carroll,  io  wh  on  were  tettired  t.ieletteis  of  the 
16ih  and  19td  from  General  Washington, 

"Resolved,  That  the  United  State-  iu  Congress 
assembled  will  cause  to  be  erected  at  York,  in 
Virginia,  a  marble  column  adorned  wi,h  em- 
blems of  the  alliance  between  the  Uoited  States 
a<it  His  Most  Ch'"Sf:9o  "Maj-s^  ;  ard  irsfr<bert 
with  a  sue  'met  narrative  ot  the  surrender  ot  Eail 
Coiuwallis  to  His  Excellency  (Jeneral  Washing- 
ton, Commander  in-chief  of  the  co Tibined  forces 
of  Am?ricaand  France;  to  His  Excell-noy  tbe 
Count  rte  Roch^mbeau, commanding  the  auxiliary 
troops  of  His  M"St  Christian  Majesty  in  Ameiica, 
ana  His  kxeellencv  the  Count  oe  Grasse,  com- 
manding in  chief  the  naval  army  of  France  in 
ChesapeaKe." 

Vour  committee  are  of  i  he  opinion  that  the  de- 
sirability antf  appiopriateoess  ot  an  aapeal  by  our 
City  Government  for  the  redemption  "of  the  fore- 
going pled?e  at  the  present  time  caonot  be  better 
expressed  than  in  the  words  in  wmcb  his  b  inor 
the  Mayor  comments  upon  tbe  suggestion  of  rbe 
distinguished  b  storian  which  is  lefened  to  as. 
"It  would  s^em  io  befitting,"  tie  says.'thaf  Bos- 
ton's having  within  its  limits  the  monun  ent 
commenjoratiDg  tbe  first  pitched  battle  of  toe 
Revolution,  shot-Id  be  foiemost  and  earnest  in  its 
endeavo-s  to  secure  the  erectioo  of  a  like  memo- 
rial of  the  last  diid  crowding  battle  of  tbe  Revolu- 
tion at  Yorktown,  Va."  "How  the  Union  would 
respond  to  joat  City  Govenme  t,"  writes  Mr. 
Bancioft, "  if  it  would  request  Congress  to  redeem 
the  public  faith  ty  fulflllii  g  the  promice  of  our 
fathers."  These  vie  vs  being  fully  shared  oy  vour 
committee,  they  woul  t  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  committee, 

S.  M.  Quincy,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  Teat  bit,'  honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  petition  ihe  national  Co  ur  ss,  at  ios  next 
session,  in  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  city 
whose  limits  <  ow  include  the  first  pitched  battle 
of  the  Revolutinn,  for  a  fulfilment  of  the  pledge 
given  to  the;  worl  i  Oct.  29, 1781,  for  ao  appropri- 
ate commemoration  of  ihe  last  and  crowning  bat- 
tle field  of  the  same  Revolution,  at  Yorktown.Va.; 
and  that  in  aid  of  the   oetition  the  assistance   of 
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the  various  city  government  of  our  sister  State 
of  Virginia  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  confidently 
solicited. 

Laia  on  the  -table,  on  motion  of  Aldermaa 
Quincy,  and  ordeied  ormted,  with  the  accom- 
panying comoounics^ions  from  rbe  Mayor  aDd  Mr. 
Bancroft. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Al  lerroan  Quincy  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joi  t  Commitiee  on  Tire  Department : 

Clock  on  M or elana  street.  Report  recommend- 
ing leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  G.  G. 
Kennedy  et  al.,  thai  a  clock  be  placed  on  the 
church  at  the  cor>  er  of  Morslaud  and  Copelimd 
streets.    Accepted.    SentdowD. 

Chauncey  Page's  Huilding.  Report  on  remon- 
strance of  Cbauccey  Page  against  erection  of  a 
buiioiug  on  First  street  for  chemical  purposes. 
Tbis  remonstrance  is  refeued  back  to  ibis  com- 
mittee on  recommit. daiion  of  tbe  Committer  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  who  report 
thai  the  building  in  question  eooop'ies  with  the 
requirements  of  th=  ordioacce,  and  suggest  that 
if  the  business  earned  on  therein  is  of  a  hazard- 
ou  nature  the  matter  comes  u&aer  the  regula- 
tions relating  to  combustible  materials.  Your  com- 
mittee legardit,  tiowever.as  very  douotfol  whether, 
unoer  the  exitirg  ordinance  and  statutes,  the  Fire 
Department  is  authorized  to  regulite  in  any 
way  the  manner  ro  which  business  of  this  nature, 
i.  e.,  the  manufacture  of  varnish,  rball  be  carried 
on.  If  aoy  such  authoilty  can  be  claimed,  den 
your  committee  aie  satisfied  that  all  proper  safe- 

fuards  against  the  origin  of  riivs  bave  besn  taken, 
hey  suggested  in  their  previous  report  that  a 
diffeiently  constructed  roof  Tould,iu  a  vicinity 
admitted  to  be  dangerous,  bave  reduced  the  dan- 
ger of  the  spread  of  a  conflagration.  It  appear- 
ing, however,  that  the  requirements  of  the  ordi- 
nance oo  this  subject  have  been  complied  with, 
vour  committee  can  make  no  other  r<  port  than 
that  the  remonstrants  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Accepted.    Seotdown. 

ORDINANCES. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  tae  following  from 
the  Joint  Coaimntee  on  Ordinances: 

Office  Hours.  Report  »ith  ordinance  in  n-lation 
to  odice  hours  in  city  depaitments  in  the  follow- 
ing new  draft: 

An   Ordinance 
In  relation  to  Office  Hours  in  City  Departments. 

Bt  it  ordained,  etc. : 

Sectioo  1.  The  office  bouis  or  uouis  of  labor  of 
the  several  heaas  of  departments  clerks  or  other 
officers  coanecied  with  the  City  Government,  who 
perform  clerical  or  office  ouiies,  shall,  with  ihe 
exceuti>ns  mentioned  in  section  3,  oe  from  nine 
of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  until  five  of  the  clock 
in  the  afternoon,  every  week  day  except  Satur- 
days and  leaal  holidays;  and  on  Satuidays  all  city 
offices  shall  be  closed  at  two  of  the  clock  in  the 
atternooo  ;  provided,  however,  than  any  clerk  or 
other  officer  may,  in  case  of  necssnv,  be  required 
bv  the  principal  officer  of  the  department  with 
which  he  is  counected,  or  by  the  committee  or 
board  having  charge  of  ?aid  department,  to  oer- 
form  ssivic^  on  Saiurdays  or  other  week  days,  for 
a  greater  number  of  hours,  without  extia  com- 
pensation. 

Sect.  3.  Tne  offices  of  the  City  Treasuier  and 
City  Collector  shall  te  open  for  tbe  receipt  and 
disbursement  of  money  tiooi  nine  of  the  clock  in 
the  rcuenooii  uiitil  two  of  the  clock  io  the  aftet- 
noon  of  every  week  day  except  legal  holiday?. 

Sec.  3.  The  office  hours  in  the  central  police 
office  at  City  Hall  shall  be  trom  eieht  of  the  clock 
in  fie  foret  oon  to  six  of  the  clock  in  the  alW- 
nooti  <  very  day  in  the  year.  The  City  Reeistiar's 
office  shall  be  oueu,  in  addition  to  the  hours 
provided  in  section  1  for  other  departments, 
trom  eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  xorenoon  until 
twelv- of  i he  clock  noon,  every  day  in  the  year, 
fO'  the  receipt,  of  returns  from  undertake. s.  The 
office  of  the  Board  of  Health  shall  be  open,  in 
addition  to  the  hours  provided  iu  section  1  for 
other  departments,  from  ten  of  the  clock  ir  the 
forenoon  until  twelve  of  the  clock  noon,  eveiy 
day  in  the  year,  for  the  issumsr  of  permits  for 
bu'nals  and  the  lemoval  of  dead  bodies. 

Sect.  4.  All  oidinar.ces  and  parrs  of  ordi- 
nances incousistont  with  this  ordinance  are  here- 
by repealed. 

Laid  on  tbe  table  ai  d  ordered  to  be  printed. 

City  Architect.  Report  wiih  ordinance  to  estab- 
lish office  of  City  Aichitect  in  the  following  new 
draft :  .  , 


An  Ordinaoce 
I'o  Establish  the  Office  of  City  Architect. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc.: 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  chosen  annually,  on 
the  first  Monday  Jt  February,  or  wiihin  sixty 
days  thereafter,  by  concurrent  vote  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  City  Council?  a  City  Architect 
who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  Boston,  snail  bold  bis  of- 
fice for  one  year  from  tbe  first  Monday  of  April, 
inrhcyearin  which  be  shall  be  elected,  unless 
sooa*-t  removes  ;  he  may  be  removed  at  tbe  pleas- 
ure of  the  City  Council;  aDd  vacancies  may  be 
filled  at  any  time  for  ihe  unexpired  t-=rm.  He 
shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the  City  Coun- 
cil may,  from  time  to  time,  determine, 

Sect.  2  The  saia  architect  shall  perform  all 
such  services  for  ihe  city  of  Boston  as  properlv 
come  under  the  direction  of  an  archi  ect,'  and 
shall  be  consulted  or:  all  important  matters  relate 
iog  to  public  improvements  of  every  kiod  where 
tbe  advice  of  an  aichitect  would  be  of  service. 
He  shall  keep  such  records  and  make  such  reports 
as  tte  Comu.ittee  on  Public  Buildings  tray  from 
time  to  time  direct.  Whenever  »  board,  commit- 
tee or  head  of  a  oepaicujen-  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment is  authorized  to  perform  any  woik  where  the 
services  of  an  arcnitect  are  required,  the  said  ser- 
vices shall,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  be  performed 
by  or  no der  tbe  direction  of  the  City  Architect. 
He  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Commirtee  on 
Public  Buildings,  en  ploy  such  assistants  as  may 
be  necesary  to  per  form  the  services  which  may 
be  lequires  of  him. 

Sect.  3.  The  Joi  t  StaudJrg  Committee  oo  Pub- 
lic Buildings  shall  have  toe  care  and  supervision 
of  the  City  Architect  s  office;  andtheapDointment 
and  discharge  of  all  .persons  employed  therein 
shall  be  with  their  approval;  and  they  sba  1  fix  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  be  pain  to  said  em- 
ployes respectively ;  provided,  that  the  same  snail 
not,  in  tbe  aggregate,  exceed  the  bum  appropri- 
ated therefor  by  the  City  Council. 

Laid  od  the  taDle  ami  ordered  printed. 

Eastern^avenue  Bridge.  Report  on  recommitted 
ordinance  in  relation  to  a  Superintendent  for 
Ea»tern-avenue  Bridge,  recommending  tbe  pas- 
sage of  the  original  ordinance,  as  follows : 

An  Ordinance 
In  addition   to  an  Ordinance  relating  fo  Bridges. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. : 

Section  1.  The  orioge  over  Fort  Point  Channel 
opposite  the  ea-teriy  end  of  Congres-  street  shall 
be  knonu  as  E  .sterc-avecue  Biidge;  ami  a 
superintendent  rher-of  snail  be  elected  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  tbe  passage  oc  ibis  <  rdirance,  'o  en- 
ter upon  hj°  dutie*  forthwith,  and  to  hold  office 
until  the  first  Monday  in  April,  in  the  vtar  1876, 
or  until  bis  successor  is  elected  ai  d  auabfied.  In 
the  month  of  February  or  March,  iu  the  year  1876, 
and  annually  atiV-rwaids,  the  City  Council  shall 
elect  a  -upenntendent  of  said  bridge,  who  snail 
hold  office  upon  ths  same  teims,  have  the  same 
powers  and  duties,  ard  be  subject  to  tbe  same 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Superinreidems 
of  Bridges  designated  in  tbe  ordinance  relating 
to  bridges  passed  the  lltu  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
1857. 

Alderman  Quincy — Attention  was  called  to  tbe 
inconvef  ien-.e  of  having  two  Kasteru  avenue". 
When  it  was  referred  baci  we  found  tnat  tbe 
Eastern  avenue  in  this  case  was  namsd 
by  statute.  By  chapt-i  326,  section  6,  "che^ 
city  of  Boston'  is  hereby  authorized  tn  build  * 
and  loy  r>ut  as  a  public  ttreet  Eastern  averue, 
with  a  bridge,  over  Fort  Point  Cornel,  with 
suitable  draws,"  etc.  It  is  evident  th^t 
the  bridge  in  this  case  is  Eastern-avenue  bridge; 
and  in  addition  to  the  statute  it  is  so  recognized 
in  ihe  contracts  between  the  eitv  and  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  auri  Boston  Wharf  Company, 
Therefore  the  committee  ooulo  only  recommend 
that  the  amen  led  oi  linanca  be  passed.  The  mat- 
ter of  changing  the  name  of  the  other  Eastern 
avenue  can  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

Alderman  Wortbiugton— It  is  so  near  the  other 
Eastern  avenue  that  it  seems  to  me  thn  will  hard- 
ly be  a  safe  thing  to  de.  More  than  that,  it  is  too 
long  a  i  aaie  for  the  convenience  <>f  business  men, 
and  it  will  have  to  be  changed  eventually.  The 
avenue  will  lead  acros*  South  Bay.  o\Ter  the  new- 
made  lai  ri  to  Dorchester,  and  so  lone  a  name  will 
be  objectioui'ble.  It  stems  to  me  the  committee 
might  have  thought  of  some  other  name. 

Alderman  Burrag«— It  is  tbe  na  cue  of  the  bridge, 
not  of  tbe  stieet. 

Alderman  Quincy— The  statute  authorizes  the 
building  of  a  bridge  at  the  end  of  Eastern  avenue. 
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To  be  sure,  it  can  be  called  bv  any  name  we 
choose,  but  it  is  so  ki  own  in  the  contracts  with 
the  Commonwealth  and  others.  If  the  i  ame  of 
the  avenue  is  to  be  changed,  that  is  for  the  Com- 
mittee oa  Paving. 

Alaerumn  Powet — This  report  does  rot  give  a 
name  to  tns  street,  for  toey  bave  nu  su<h  authori- 
ty. If  it  is  to  bn  changed,  that  is  tot  the  Commit  ee 
O"  Pav'nq  to  pass  upon.  If  an\  o-der  to  change 
the  name  is  offered,  that  cooim-iiee  should  con- 
sider theexpeoieucy  of  it.  I  tbink  tbat  toe  name 
caD  be  changes  without  interfering  with  the  con- 
ti  acts. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  is  virtually  naming 
it  Ea«ten -avenue-Budge  street,  and  I  conceive 
that  it  will  go  by  that  nam--.  It  is  true  they  nave 
no  power  to  titer  the  name;  but  they  bave  named 
it,  ami  it  will  go  by  >hat  name  heieatter.  They 
should  take  thb  bu'l  by  the  horns  and  call  it 
Eaptern  avenut. 

Aldenuao 'ii'-pcv-  We  eporr  Maro*;  tbat  tv<e 
bri  ge  shall  be  known  as  East  rn-aveuue  Bticge. 
It  is  perfectly  competent  for  the  gentleman  to 
suggest  anotner  name  if  he  thinks  of  a  bett<-t  one. 
The  committee  thought  no  change  could  be  made 
in  the  name  of  the  avenue.  Any  geot'eman  is  as 
compete  t  to  suggest  another  name  as  the  com- 
mittee. Tie  bmge  cao  be  names  something  else, 
but  t"e  avenue  in  tnv  opinion  cannxt- 

Aldermao  Hanis  moved  that  the  subject  be  laid 
or  the  table. 

Alderman  Stebbins — It  is  important  that  the 
draw  tender  should  b-  elected  at  on-e;  ami  to 
meet  the  point,  raided,  let  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing be  requested  to  report  a  name  for  the  other 
avenue. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost. 

Alderman  Burrage — It  seems  to  be  a  simnle 
thirg.  The  uane  has  nothing  10  do  with  the 
ordinance,  which  can  be  passed  aod  another  name 
given  the.  b  idge  afterwards. 

Aloerman  Power — If  tli»  ordinance  is  passed, 
oniy  oi  e  change  will  be  caled  for.  If  it  is  ■  ot 
pa'eeo',  the  names  of  the  avenue  and  ihe  bridge 
will  have  to  be  ch:need  hereafter. 

Alderman  Harris— There  is  no  hurry  about  the 
passage  of  the  order,  as  the  bud"-  will  not  be 
cox  nleti'd  f oi  so  ne  little  time.  My  own  idea,  as 
a  business  man,  would  be  to  call  itCongrcss-street 
Bxiuge,  which  would  be  most  appropriate. 


Akleiman  Burrage— Thar  can  cone  up  after- 
waid".  This  or  ei  is  to  designate  tb»  bridge,  ihat 
a  supeiimendent  maybe  cnosen.  We  have  full 
puwr  ro  crjaige  the  name  ot  auv  highway. 

Alder-nan  Worthington— I  move  thatit  be  called 
Congress-street  Badge,  as  the  avei  ue  is  a  cootin- 
uauou  of  Congress  street,  ana  that  will  ultimately 
be  its  name. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  would  like  the  opinion  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  whether  that  is 
competent  for  us  to  do,  under  tms  order.  I  un- 
derstand from  mm  tbat  it  is  n't. 

A  derman  Quincy — I  suppose  it  is  not  the  pecu- 
liar province  ot  the  Ordinance  Commit' a*  to  name 
either  streets  or  b.-jdg.  s  j  but  in  this  case  the  stat- 
ute has  designated  the  Eastern  a>enu>-  that  may 
be  laid  out  with  a  budge.  1  don't  know  any  rea- 
son why  we  shouldn't  call  it  Cor gres--street 
Bndue,  it  we  like.  I  soopose  that  what  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Committee  oo  Paving  to  Go  can  be 
done  by  the  whole  Board  of  Aldermen,  if  it 
chooses. 

Alderman  Harris— Why  designate  the  bridge 
by  the  name  <>f  the  avei.ue? 

Alnernan  Qu'ucy— Toe  bridge  is  recognized  as 
a  part  of  ihe  Eastern  avenue  to  be  laid  ou'. 

Aid-.rnao  Power — It  seems  to  me  it  should  be 
refer  ed  to  the  Corootittee  oo  Paving,  to>eeif  * 
change  of  name  will  in  erf  ere  with  the  contracts. 
Before  mEkmg  the  change  we  ought  to  get  the 
City  Solicitoi's  advice. 

Alderman  Burrage— It  strikes  me  that  the  name 
of  Congress  street  would  be  betcr,  ana  as  at 
present  advised  I  shouid  favor  ic.  But  for  present 
pu -poses  I  think  v  e  shoulo  not  make  a  chaige  in 
the  .  ame. 

Aide  man  Po»er— I  wou'd  favor  that  amend- 
ment but  for  the  reason  given. 

Alder  mar  Worthi  gton-Does  the  Alderman 
think  i*-.  wdl  interfere  with  the  contracts  already 
made? 

Alderman  Power — There  is  another  bridge  to  be 
built  thai  is  part  and  p,  reel  of  this  contract.  In 
my  opinion,  it  will  not  interfere;  but  still,  I  think 
it  will  be  more  prudent  for  tie  Board  to  go  slowly 
and  suiely. 

On  motion  of  Aldeiman  Prescott,  the  subjec  t 
was  sp  ciall y  assigned  for  5  P.  M.  ot  the  nex  t 
m?.etitg. 

Oo  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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Urocttoings  of  %  Common  Council, 


DECEMBER    I,    1875. 


Death  of  Councilman  EDWARD  J.  LONG,  of  Ward  8: 


Special  meeting  at  5  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Boardman, 
President,  in  tne  cbair. 

The  President  read  the  following;: 

Executive  Department,  i 

Boston,  Nov-  30, 1875.     ( 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council:  Gentlemen— The  psinfol  duty  devolves 
upon  me  of  announcing  to  you  officially  the  death 
of  Edward  J.  Long,  a  memoer  of  your  board  from 
Ward  8.  I  have  accordingly  called  a  special  session 
of  the  Common  Council  for  Wednesday,  at  five 
o'clock  P.  M.,  in  order  th&t  you  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  giving  fit  expiession  to  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  city  in  the  death  of  your  honored 
associate.    I  am  respectfully  yours, 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Ward  8  offeiee.  the  following: 

Whereas,  A.  message  has  been  received  from 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  announcicg  the  death  of 
Mr.  Edward  J.  Lot g,  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  the  Eighth  Ward  of  tbe  city; 

Resolved,  Chat  in  the  decease  of  our  fellow 
member  aod  fiiend,  the  Government  and  citizens 
of  Boston  have  lost  tbe  service0  of  annprigbt, 
well  ttied  and  faithful  servant. 

Resolved,  That  the  Piesioent  of  the  Common 
Council  be  requested  to  tender  to  the  family  ot 
the  deceased  the  expression  of  our  sincere  sym- 
pathy in  this  bereavement. 

Resolvtc',  That  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect 
to  his  memoiy  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  will  attend  the  funeral  ceremonhs  in  a 
booy,  and  that  the  President  aod  five  members  of 
of  this  board  be  appointed  a  committee  to  make 
tbeiecessary  arrangements. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  familv  of  the  deceased. 

Tbe  question  was  on  giving  tbe  resolutions  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Devereux  of  Ward  22  -Death  is  ever  busy, 
and  tonight,  Mr.  President,  we  experience  the 
fact  that  it  has  entered  this  chamber.  1  had 
known  our  deceased  member  and  friend  for  per- 
haps twenty-five  or  thirty  years;  and  so  loug  as  I 
have      been      acquainted      with    uim,    I    have 


kcown  bim  as  a  man  of  inflexible  ic- 
tegiity  of  character,  of  good  citizenship, 
and  more  than  ordinary  ability.  It  seems  to 
me,  sir,  it  is  particularly  sorrowful  at  tbis  time 
that  ceath  should  have  robbed  us  of  oue  of  our 
members.  Death,  within  the  year,  s  ems  to  bavs 
been  peculiarly  alarmin<rto  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
So  many  eu-lnent  men  have  fallen  by  the  wayside, 
men  of  ability,  of  character  and  standing,  that  it 
is  realty  startling;  and  the  question  comes  home 
to  us,  what  is  life?  Wfiat  i«  our  mission 
here,  and  whither  are  we  tending?  It  is 
a  time  for  reflection,  to  think  what  wejJf- 
n».sseswe  inherit,  and  how  abort  our  life  is.  I 
eamesily  hope  that  those  of  the  members  who 
can  possibly  make  it  convenient,  to  attend  ths  ,!u- 
neral  toniorioiv  will  do  so. 

Mr.  Hicks  of  Waid8 — I  have  been  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Long  for  some  tweotv-five  years,  and 
hav«  lived  as  a  neighbor  to  him  for  some  twenty 
years.  In  that  section  of  the  city  we  feel  that  we 
bavelostau  honorable  and  hones''  man, and  we  be- 
lieve that  this  Council  has  lost  a  valuable  member. 
Through  all  bi<  sickness  I  had  the  opportunity, 
and  improved  it,  to  call  upon  him  several  times. 
I  always  found  him  well  po-ted  in  the  doings  of 
the  Council ;  the  city  documents  were  generally 
about  tee  room.  He  regretted  very  much  that  he 
was  not  able  io  be  with  us  at  the  centennial  ceie- 
bratiou;  and  he  thought  that  if  tue  division  of 
wards  was  dela>ed  till  the  first  of  December  he 
might  be  able  to  take  his  seat  and  partici- 
pate in  it.  In  our  -ectioo  of  the  city  we  believed 
htm  to  be  a  good  man,  and  fe^l  that  his  death  is 
a  great  loss  to  us. 

The  iesolvs  were  r°ad  twice,  and  passed  by  a 
unanimous  rising  vote. 

Messrs.  Hicks  of  Ward  8,  Devereux  of  Ward  22. 
Osborne  of  Ward  8,  Rice  of  Ward  19  and  Leigbton 
ot  Ward  1  were  appointed  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  Noyf  s  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  City  Messeusei  cause  the 
seat  of  our  late  assuciat  ,  Mr.  Long,  io  be  draped 
m  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Reao  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    3,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7y2  o'c'ock  P.  M.,  Halsev  J- 
Board  meo,  President,  in  the  cnair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Requ»-tof  Ooe.bituate  W*tei  Board;  petitions 
and  reports  of  the  .License  Commissioners  for  the 
six  mon-bs  endi.  g  1st  of  Nov  mber  last  (printed 
City  J)  c.  No.  118).    Severely  refwred. 

Oidirt'  obtain  authority  from  the  Mayor  aod 
Aldermen  in  Chslsea  to  set  posts  in  certain  streets 
in  that  city,  for  t  e  Bast  Boston  Fir?  Alarm  Tele- 
graph, as  requesteo  in  an  accompa  yingcommu- 
ni.-ation  from  ihe  Fire  Commissioners.  Read 
twice  and  pas  ed. 

Certificate  of  aniointm  nt  fc  continuation  of 
William  W.  Clapp  a  As sis'ant  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees.   Nomination  confiiu  ed. 

Reports  of  1-  ave  to  tvithd'aw  on  petitions — 

1.  Of  St.  Joseph's  Home,  for  abatements  of  tax 
Of  1874. 

2  Of  A.  G.  S'imson,  for  remission  of  a  portion 
of  tax  on  his  estates,  No.  45  Allen  and  73  Cham- 
bers s  l-c-t,  for  1875. 

3.  Of  A.  Richariio o,  that  certain  tax-s  on  his 
estate  for  1870  and  1872  be  refunded. 

4.  Of  >i.  G.  Kennedy  et  at.,  that  a  clock  be 
placed  on  the  cm  oer  of  Moieland  and  Copeland 
sueets. 

6.  On  the  remonstrance  of  C.  Pise  against  tne 
erection  of  a  building  for  chemical  purposes  on 
Fir- 1  stre  f. 

Seveiallv  accepted. 

Report  that  no  fuither  action  is  necessary  on 
the  oetition  o*  Cnarles  Francis  for  damages  to  bis 
estate  on  Webber  ano  Fellows  stieets,  ttie  assess- 
ment hiving  b*-ei  abated.    Accepted. 

Repnrt  and  onter  that  the  tax  of  $93.10,  for  1875, 
on  estate  of  B.  Aobott  b?  remitted.  Order  re*d 
twice  and  parsed. 

Order  thai  $254.57,  being  'he  amount  of  taxes 
interest  and  costs,  ass°sse  I  on  the  trustees  of  fne 
Chap  l  of  the  Good  Sheph^.d,  io  1871  and  1872,  be 
refunded.  Order  lead  twice  undpr  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  0,  and 
passed. 

Oidei  to  allow  G.  Curtis  $385  71  for  materials 
f>r  Paving  Departm-nt;  $7.25  for  Water  Works: 
tor  City  Ho  pita',  $0.83;  and  to  F  A.  Wilkios, 
agent,  $131.09,  for  material-!  lor  Lamp  Depart- 
ment; aim  to  L<\  W.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  $3.50  for 
materials  for  Fire  Deo-ntment:  order  forpaymeit 
of  expenses  incur: ed  by  Committee  on  the  Funer- 
al Cerem  >nies  of  the  lite  Hon.  Henry  Wilson,Vice 
Prt-ident  of  th-  United  States,  from  Incidental 
Expense*;  order  to  transfer  from  item  for"paiot- 
ing  and  glazing,"  in  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Buildings,  two  thousa'd  colics,  to  item  tor 
"new  heating  apparatus  ad  ■  epaiis  of  old."  Sev- 
eially  passed  to  a  seco.  d reading. 

Report  aid  order  to  transfer  from  "Watei 
WorKs"  fifty  thousa  d  dollars,  to  be  added  to  ap- 
propriations for  Paving,  ere.  Order  passed  to 
a  secono  reading. 

Rep  nt  ami  orde'  to  transfer  within  the  acpro- 
priationtrr  Board  of  Health— from  Burial  Grounds 
to  Eve.*i*re~o  C-  metery,  $1000:  from  Ne  *  Urinals 
to  Public  Urinals,  $1000;  from  Abatement  of 
Nuisa  ces  to  Printu  g,  $1000.  Order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

O'der  that  the  land  of  the  city  at  the  junction 
of  Parfc  squaie  and  Colnmbus  avenue,  deo'cated 
as  oub'ic  grou*  d,  to  be  kept  op-n  for  th»t  pur- 
pose, or  as  a  part  of  the  oublic  highway,  be  placed 
in  tne  chaige  of  tie  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Am  ordinance  in  telatioo  to  Breed's  Island,  so 
called.  Reao  t-l^e  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rale,  oo  motion  of  Mr.  Day  of  Ward  1,  and  passed. 

REMOVAL  OF   HOUSE  OFFAL. 

A  report  aoti  order  fjom  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  authorize  Committee  on  Health  to  con- 
tract, after  public  advertisement,  for  removal  of 
house  offal,  for  a  term  of  not  exceeding  three 
ypats,  came  down  for  coicuirence  in  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

The  order  was  read. 


Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  offered  toe  following  as 
an  amendment: 

"Proviceo,  however,  that  no  contract  tor  the 
sale  of  offal  shall  be  binding  upon  the  citv  unless 
approved  by  his  Honor  rue  Mayci." 

Mr.  Train  of  Ward  13—1  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  This  matter  has  been  thorough- 
ly discussed  by  the  Committee  ol  Health  and  the 
City  Council  I  had  the  pleasure,  once  or  twice, 
ot  all  a.  ding  to  this  mat;eT.  and  iny  point  was  that 
insteaa  ot  letting  it  out  to  parties  who  bid  an  in- 
significant sum,  it  should  be  put  io  the  snapi-  tbat 
it  now  is— that  it  should  be  advertised  in  the 
pa  :ers,  so  that  each  man  shall  aave  a  chance  to 
make  a  bid  tor  this  contract  for  the  removal  of 
house  offal.  Tnat  is  the  way  for  th-  city  to  get 
the  most  Venefit  from  it.  I  don't  approve  ot  put- 
ting it  into  the  hands  ot  the  Mayor,  for  that  will 
ignore  the  Committee  on  health,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  ?.  reflection  upon  tnem. 

Mr.  ParVer — 1  oou't  k  oiv  that  any  small  matter 
has  excited  more  talk  ju  the  City  Government 
than  this  contract  for  swill.  In  1809  taat  contract 
was  let  toi  $15,005,  There  were  three  bids  and 
the  reason  ii  was  letout  tor  $15,005  was  .lis— imet 
a  selectman  of  a  neighbotii,g  to»n  about  six 
year*  ago  ana  he  c  sited  ,ne  v»hy  he  could  n't  have 
fairdealkgs  here  at  City  Hal.  I  told  him  he 
could;  and  he  said  no  man  could  get  that  contract 
but  S.  S.  Rowe,  no  matter  what  be  offered.  I 
came  to  City  H?  11  and  a-ked  toe  Committee  on 
Health  if  They  would  withdraw  those  prcpo-als  in 
which  it  was  stipulated  that  all  this  s  ill  should 
be  carted  through  Roxbury;  I  would  guarantee 
them  $15,000  a  vear  for  it.  In  a  few  davs  the  bids 
were  opened,  Mr.  Crockett  bid  $15,005— remember 
the  $5— ai  d  Aadiow  J.  Hal',  of  the  firm  ot  Draper 
&  Hall,  bid  $18,000,  but  Mr.  Hall  backed  out 
of  it  because  tie  city  would  n't  goaiantee 
it  all,  and  Mr.  Crockett  lefus-d  to  take  it  through 
Roxbury  and  the  contract  was  awardod  to  Mr.  Rowe 
foi  $15,000  All  those  th  i  ee  bits  wers  from  ouc  man 
— Solomon  S.  Howe — and  for  ihiee  years  he  had 
the  cntiacc  at  $15,000.  Then  in  1872,  Mr.  Proc- 
tor, •  ho  th"  genii  -i  an  from  Ward  7  savs  is  not 
worth  anvtbn -g— 

Mr.  Flyun  ot  Ward  7 — I  desire  to  correct  the 
gentle  nan.    I  did  cot  say  so. 

Mr.  Pa'tter— H- said  the  cjoatcittee  found  that 
Mi.P  octor  was  irresponsible. 

Mr.  Flyuu — Yes,  sir,  I  did  say  so 

Mr.  Parker— Mr.  Pioctor  wears  poor  shoes, 
pautr  looits  worr.  out  at  the  knee*,  and  coats  worn 
out  at  roe  elbows.  I  have  known  him  for  thirty 
yeais.  He  is  a  mason  bv  tra  >3.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  has  $50,000  to  invest,  and  Mr.  Proc- 
tor would  ionvey  all  his  property  tor  that  sum, 
the  gentleman  could  not  rnaffe  a  better  trade. 
Mr.  Proctor  offered  $10,000  a  year  for  'he  offal, 
and  to  pay  ore  year  in  advance,  and  he  offered  Mr. 
S.  A.  Weld  of  Roxbury  as  bondsman — a  gentle- 
man worth  an  vwhe-e  fom  $500,000  to  $1,000,000; 
a'c  still  Mr.  liocior  could  n't  get  that  swill,  but 
Mr.  Rowe  got  it  for  $3500.  A  gentleman  called 
upon  me  this  moruin>  «ith  preitt  much  the  same 
story,  ano  was  willing  to  bet  $5000  to  $1  that  no 
mm  could  get  that  swill  but  S.  S.  Rrwe.  His 
reason  was  that  if  one  man  bid  $20,000  and  Mr. 
Ro*e  bid  $5000,  bafore  Mr.  Rowe's  contract  *as 
out  ho  would  employ  agents  to  tjo  to  the  farmers 
and  offer  them  from  $10  to  $15  api;  ce  to  keep 
away  from  the  city  for  a  fen  davs.  The  man  who 
buys  the  swill  has  to  rely  upon  the  farmexs  to 
take  it  away;  but  rhey,  having  $10  or  $15  in  taeir 
pockets  with  whica  to  buy  corn  for  their  hogs, 
agree  to  keep  away.  The  swill  accumulates  and 
then  some  "disinteresteo"  friend  of  Mr.  Rowe  re- 
pons  the  f  .ct  to  tr.e  city  author' tiss,  the  coi, tract 
is  oroken  and  Mr.  Rowe  gets  it.  That  thii  g  has 
been  done  three  times— with  John  S.  Eltlrecge  six 
years  ago,  aoi  with  Mr.  W"bb  nine  years  ago. 
Mr.  Weob  sued  tne  citv  and  got  $3000.  I  do  not 
belie  re  the  cit»  should  contract  to  sell  the  swill 
unoer  those  ciicumstances.  Ibelieve  it  is  better 
to  sell  the  swill  to  the  farmers  at  $2  a  cord  than  to 
sell  it  all  to  o  e  person  at  any  price  he   may  offer. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Ward  10— After  a  long  and  pa- 
tient consultation  in  the  Committee  on  Health  in 
regard  to  the  propei  disposition  of  this  offal,  a 
large  majority  of  tie  cotumittee  weie  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  was  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  proposal 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make.  It  was  thought 
that  so  much  publicity  had  been  given  to  this 
matter  that  the  ciry  would  receive  something  like 
an  equivalent  for  the  offal,  although  I  did  not 
acquiesce  in  the  view  of  the  committee,  for  the 
reaaoo  that  it  is  impossible  to  atrn-e  at  anything 
like  an  accurate  ideaof  how  much  swill  is  brought 
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to  the  statioD.  No  one  knows  bow  much  the  city 
woulu  get;  and  no  con  iractor  except  Mr.  Rowe 
knows  us  value  to  him  a;  a  contractor,  aid  tbere- 
fore  the  city  is  olacea  at  a  great  disadvantage,  as 
no  contractor  will  bid  unless  he  uas  a  lea-ouable 
a.-suianc3  of  «  hat  it  is  worto.  it  will  be  a  leap  in 
the  oark  for  either  tbe  city  or  a  sew  con- 
tractor, as  only  fie  man  who  has  held  the  con  tract 
ten  or  fir  i  een  years  knows  Jail  lb^  points  in  the 
case.  fho:e  are  my  ideas  and  I  pressed  them  in 
committee.  But  1  io  not  njish  to  offer  any  fac- 
tious opposition  ot  to  cast  a  stigoja  upoo  a  plan 
became  it  is  not  of  my  o^n  creation.  A.  large 
majoiitv  of  the  committee  thought  it  woula  be 
better  to  advertise  for  proposals,  and  u  the  bids 
didn'c  come  up  co  the  ioeas  of  toe  committee,  we 
could  discaid  coetn  and  sell  the  swill  directly  to 
the  farmers,  as  piop>  sed  by  me  in  the  first  p'ace. 
For  those  teasous  I  ^cquisseed  in  what  was 
tbouott  best  by  a  majority  of    he  committee. 

Mi.  Parker — The  gentleman  say  no  mau  knoirs 
tbe  value  of  this  scavenge.  I  have  scratched  and 
ploughed  the  bosom  of  Mother  Earth  loi  thirty 
years  and  I  know  the  value  of  this  material  thor- 
oughly. One  foot  o.  It  will  feed  twenty-five  hogs 
a  ■  ay,  to  say  nothing  of  tbe  geese  aud  ducks.  It 
is  the  best  thing  toe  tanner  ran  have,  and  if  we 
distribute  ii  aa  ong  the  towns  in  a  circuit  of  twen- 
ty miles  tioni  Boston,  it  prevents  a  great  nuisance 
in  any  otis  place.  If  tbe  farmer  can  buy  it  reason- 
able at  first  band,  he  canjraise  his  ciops  cheaply 
ana  reduce  tbe  price  ol  vegetables  in  this  market. 
Previous  <o  thv  la't  three  years,  Mr.  Ro>e  has  re- 
ceived $8  a  cord  for  it,  and  for  the  last  ihiee 
years  he  ha?  solu  it  for  $4.  The  citv  ban  better 
sell  it  fci  $2  a  cora  than  allow  anv  one  man  to 
have  ic 

Mr.  Jeiques  of  Ward  9 — My  sympathies  are  with 
the  gentleman  irom  Ward  14  in  the  raasocs  given 
for  offering  the  aoieudnent;  but  I  am  inclined  to 
thiuk  tbe  amsidment  is  hardlv  proper,  for  the 
reasoc  that  it  is  a  kmd  of  special  legislation  on  a 
particular  case,  which,  ?s  o.  e  geatlemao  stated, 
seems  to  be  a  reflection  upon  the  committee  hav- 
ing the  subject  in  charge.  It  seems  to  me  tnat  it 
is  too  mild  a  cure  for  a  serous  dis:-ase.  If  what 
the  get  tleman  from  Waid  14  stated  in  regard  ro 
the  system  ot  awarding  toe  contract  i.  irue,  what 
does  it  ieve,al  f)  us?  The  larjres*.  part 
of  the  expenditures  of  this  city  is  made 
thiough  this  system  of  contracts  by  com- 
nntees;  and  if  such  a  contract  can  be 
forced  upon  a  committee  Invite:  ote  small  maiter 
m  charge,  itcan  i  e  done  in  larger  and  ni"ie  imoor- 
tant  i  ontracts.  Connoei  the  contrac  s  let  out  by 
the  Water  Bi.aro,  or  any  other  important  cepait- 
ment.  The  oeutle;.ian  has  macie  serious  charge 
which  should  be  investigated.  This  evil  i*  rot  to 
be  cr.rec  by  merely  putting  m  anaddi'ional  check, 
■saying  tutu  if  this'comtuittee  cannot  b«j  trusted  to 
make  a  contract,  any  terms  they  piopose  must  be 
appioved  b.v  the  Mayor.  It  is  t'  ue  that  tbe  amend- 
ment makes  an  ad  lit.ional  check;  but  I  maintain 
that  it  is  a  kind  of  special  legislatiou  wuicb  we 
ought  to  avoid.  In  justice  to  the  taxpayers,  if 
these  chatges  are  tr>.e  we  ought  to  get  at  tbe 
root  of  toe  matter  and  see  how  th  whol"  system  ' 
of  contracts  can  best  be  guarded. 

Mr.  Parser — I  will  withdraw  the  amendment, 
and  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  hs  or- 
der. Last  week  we  passed  an  order  that  the  Coao- 
mit'ee  ol  Health  i-boulo  in vesti rate  at  d  report 
on  the  expeoieocy  ot  sellirg  this  offal  to  ihe  coo- 
sumers.  No  report  has  come  iu,  and  therefore  I 
wi'l  withdraw  tae  arneudinent,  move  to  hideUnite- 
ly  postpone  that  Older,  ana  call  foi  tbe  yeas  and 
n'a\s. 

Mr.  Tram— I  am  son y  to  diff-r  with  my  friend 
from  Waru  14,  but  I  cannot  see  the  point  he  is 
trying  to  make.  By  a  vote  of  the  Council  the 
other  ev  ning  this  matt.i  was  leterred  to  the 
Committee  on  F ealtb,  who  have  inv.  stigated  tins 
matter,  as  appears  by  tbe  advertisement  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  in  the  papers;  audit 
appears  to  me  they  have  adopted  tbe  very  oest 
course  we  can  pu  sue—  that  is,  to  make  it  au  open 
question  ai  d  solicit  people  co  bring  in  t  eir  oids. 
1  don't  expect  to  be  a  member  of  the  Citv  Gov- 
ernment u°xt  year,  but  1  do  want  a  chance  to  put 
iu  a  bic  for  this  s»  ill  coutract.  I  want  the  mat- 
ter left  open  to  tbe  puttie  to  make  oios,  and  then 
the  city  will  get  a  rair  price.  It  win  suit  me 
better  to  h0 1 e  the  city  sell  it  at  retail;  but  the 
committee  have  brought  in  then  report  aud  I 
shah  favor  what  thev  recommend. 

At  the  request  ot  Mr.  Plyr.n  the  President  read 
the  report  uf  the  committee  accompanying  the 
order,  to  die  effect  that  "ow  ing  to  the  demand  for 


house  offal,  and  the  ooinions  th«.t  have  been  ex- 
pressed, they  are  fully  satisfian  that  many  aDd 
liberal  proposals  vitl  be  receiveu  for  tbe  disposal 
of  the.  'ame;  and  thev  consider  the  sale  of  offal 
by  the  city  to  individual-  as  inexpedie.it,  aud  rec- 
ommend the  pas 'age-'  of  the  ord=r  above  iead. 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Waro  5 — I"  should  oppose  the 
amendment  of  tbe  gentleman  from  the  Highla  d 
Dist'icc,  if -t  weto  before  tneCouecil.  I  should 
certainly  object  to  teferricg  this  matter  to  tue 
Mayor.  It  we  art  going  to  do  ..cytning  of  that 
Sir  d,  we  bad  better  aaopt  the  new  char-er  at 
once.  But  the  gentleman  doss  n't  remember  that 
the  Mayor  bas  the  veto  po»ier,  and  therefore  no 
necessity  tot  hisameod  nent  exists,  ihe  May  iris 
not  obliged  ro  appiove  tbe  oner  after  it  r*  passed 
by  these  two  branches.  As  the  gentlemao  from 
Ward  y  says,  it  is  a  reflection  upjn  the  Com.nittee 
on  Healtb,  who  bay.  exanin-d  the  matter  thor- 
oughly ano  ai  competent  to  decide  it.  It  vould 
oe  preposterous  to  inquire  the  M-..yo  's  aoprrval 
of  the  contiact.  lbopp  we  shall  concur  iu  this 
matter,  so  that  the  cids  may  be  received  and  the 
contract  gi\'cn  to  the  highest  bi  ider,  wh<-thei  Mr. 
Rowe  or  anvbody  else.  There  seen,  to  be  a  per- 
sonal antipathy  to  Mi.  Rowe  ij  this  Council.  Ttat 
is  rue  milk  in  tbe  cocnanut.  Let  us  givr-  it  :o  Mr. 
Rowe  oranybooy  elce  who  mak>s  the  1  ighe-t  bia. 

Mr.  Parker— I  was  not  aware  tbe  commutee  had 
madea.eLOit.  I  simply  thought  the  advertise- 
ments had  been  put  in  tbe  paner  befote  the  re- 
port was  made.  I  therefore  withd:  aw  tne  9 uuend- 
meut  ano  the  motion  ri  indefii.it  Iv  postpone. 

Mr.  Pet  kins— I  *  ish  the  gentlenia  i  turn  Ward 
5  to  understand  that  no  .nti.jithv  to  any  iodivif.u- 
al  i.  fluences  my  action  in  this  matter.  'My  action 
is  based  entirely  upon  the  belief  (hat  the 'citv  has 
been  swindled  in  this  swill  justness  to  the  last 
fifteen  yeats.  I  call  no  names;  but  the  facts  are 
p  tent  a  :d  cau  be  oicertaiued  by  anv  one.  As  I 
said,  it  is  impossible  tor  the  citv  of  Hosron  roknow 
— nobidy  *  rows,  uorcin  any  one  know,  how  many 
cords  of  swill  ate  hauled  ii.io  that  statiop,  ana  if 
any  one  knows  he  wort  tell.  I  am  sorry  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  15  has  withd)  a  «  n  tnkt  amend- 
ment. As  oue  member  ot  the  committee  I  don't 
piopose  ro  do  any tnir  g  to  be  ashamed  -r.\  :  and  I 
have  no  objection  to  u.y  actioo  being  scrutinized 
by  the  Mavoi  or  anv  one  el-e. 

Mr.  Peabody  ot  Waid  9—1  generallv  have  a 
strong  desii  e  to  go  with  a  comnutt'  e  in  am  sug- 
gestion tnev  make  to  tne  Council,  tor  obvious  rea- 
sons. The  committ-e  who  lnvestigati-  a  subject 
generally  know  much  more  than  anv  othet  nir<n- 
bers  of  the  Council  who  h  ve  not  given  special  at- 
te  tiou  to  it.  But  I  have  also  a  good  deal  of  fai  h 
io  me  teacoings  ot  exp-rience;  and  it  seems 
to  be  admitted  that  undei  the  system  of  let- 
ting tbe  contract  the  city  has  submitted  to  a 
very  heavy  loss  for  several  years  part,  amount- 
ing to  manv  tbi  usauds  at  dollars,  lhere- 
fore  it  s.  ems  to  me  that  that  is  a  v.-tv 
strong  argument  ii  iavor  of  makii^  a  chat  ge. 
Reietciuff  bark  to  the  proceedings  of  tbe  Alder- 
men on  Nov.  15,  I  tino  it  stated  bv  a  gentleman 
who  probabh  koow-  as  much  about  .he  subject  as 
any  one,  that  it  was  presumed  .hat  Mr.  Row-,  the 
coot  actor,  made  about  $25,000  a  veu.  ano  that  at 
one  uoie  he  »as  uiaki  g  over  §40.000 a  year.  la 
ibe  -ame  speech  the  Alderma^  remarked  ttat  tne 
committee  »  ill  probably  make  such  a  Disposal  ot 
the  offal  that  the  citv  will  receive  §20.000  a  vear. 
It  seems,  th.-u,  *nax  the  citv  is  to  leceive  »•  20.000  a 
year  ou  what  the  coui  ractoi  makes  $25.0o0.  a ;  d  ti  ■  s 
made  §40,000.  Uudtr  those  clicuuist^nces.  .vitb 
those  facts  laid  betore  us,  ic  seems  un- 
wise to  vote  to  let  this  thing  out  by  con- 
tract. Auy  person  who  mases  such  a  con- 
tract, takes  care  that  he  will  have  a 
profit     u  c  on     it,      and    I    can    see     no    reason 

.  5  the  city  should  1101  taKC  that  risk  ana  make 
the  profit,  which,  according  to  the  statement  I 
have  quoted,  wouki  be  very  large,  if  it  were 
attended  to  by  on*-  omoetei.t  irrsn  at  a  small 
salary.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  against  the 
leport  of    he  committee. 

Mr.  Flyuii— In  their  advertisement  the  commit- 
tee leserved  the  right  to  reject  any  and  all  pro- 
posals. If  a  proper  price  is  offered,  the  contract 
will  be  let.  out  ;  ami  if  not,  it  wi'l  r  ot.  That  mat- 
ter WiiS  fully  discus.-ed  in  the  comaiitt.ee  an*  on 
thai  under-tauding  tbe  cbairniRn  anvertised  for 
prop<  saU. 

Mr.  Pe&body—  I  infer  from  rue  remarks  of  the 
ebairui  u  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  that  thev 
would  tiy  f>  get  §20.000  a  year;  while  in  tne  same 
spsech  it  was  staed  that  the  profit  is  $36,000,  or 
more.    So  it  seems  to  me  that  the  basis  of  the 
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committee  was  that  the  contractor  should  be  given 
a  large  margin  tor  profit.  I  iloo'i  see  how  we  can 
vote  foi  it. 

Mr.  Shaw— Upon  toe  s  me  principle  why  should 
n't  the  city  give  ou' bonds  here  ij-teac  of  giving 
a  whole  loan  to  a  broker  to  take  to  Earore  at  one 
fell  swoop?  Che  principle  is  precisely  the  same. 
Why  not  tst  them  out  i.eiem  sums  "of  $1000.  so  that 
eveiy  n  an^woinao  an  a  chila  in  Boston  can  have 
a  bono  ? 

Mr.  T<  -in— 1  have  taken  paii.s  to  examine  this 
mattei,  at  the  tump  where  it  is  delivered.  I  took 
tlie.  iccord  of  one  week's  deliveiy  ta  It  WHS  re1  ott- 
ed  tothe  Board  or  H-aith.  Ea<>o  cart  is  supposed 
to  e«rry  th  ee  feet.  Wtie  •  it  tjeM  to  the  dump  it 
is  let  out.  About  om  -third  or  half  is  ws>ter,  Imop 
smits  or  otnei  ma  ter  winch  tne  far  a ers  v»  ill  t  ot 
take  because  ii  is  nor  g  >od  to  teed  bogs  upon.  I 
asued  Mr.  Roue's  man  what  the  probable  shiiik- 
age  was,  and  he  said  about  a  thir.i.  Aftf  i  (  educt- 
lbg  the  shiinKiige  he  .  id  there  were  about  four- 
teen cords  a  day,  lor  which  they  got  $4  a  cord. 
Allowng  that  they  brought  ihat  quantity  iu 
everyday,  it  amoaii  s  to  (66  a  day,  or  ¥10,800  a 
yeai.  I  will  be  fr  nk  to  say  that  the  super  miend- 
.  ent  told  me  tnat  thv  crop  i-  rhort.  on  both  ends; 
and  ibis  talk  about  $10  W>0  is  a'l  bosli.  I  tlii.  k  that 
aoy  one  \vh  >  will  giv  ov  r  .^10,1100  would  he  very 
foonsh.  A  man  is  n.>t  going  to  take  any  risk  a,  d 
remove  il  without  getting  some  profit.  No  man  is 
philanthropist  enough  for  that.  1  can't  help  that 
the  action  already  :  alien  is  right.  Tim  committee 
have  reserved  the  right  to  reject  all  bid',  and  it 
enough  is  not  offered  they  c»n  ket  p  a  man  ihere 
to  deliver  it.  I  mink  mat'  is  inelest  way,  and  I 
bop'  the  teport  will  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Clarke  ot  Ward  15 — Wuen  was  the  price  re- 
duced from  $8  to  $i  a  eod? 

Mr.  Klyni—  The  committee  have  received  in- 
formation that,  ruling  the  war,  when  hogs  were 
very  high,  tlr;  swill  was  sold  for  $8  a  cord,  but 
sinc«  the  war  it  has  besn  sold  for  $4. 

Mr.  Palter— I  ki  ow  a  si  ry  woith  two  of  that. 
Three  yeats  ago  ibe  owill  was  reduced  to  $4  a 
cord,  nun  for  half  a  dozen  years  b-Jore  it  was  sold 
at  $8.  It  has  massed  my  house  every  day,  aDd  all 
the  farmers  about  there  have  bought  it. 

M  .  Flvnu— 1  aon  t  know  whetbt-r  tne  gectie- 
mau  knows  a  storv  worth  two  ot  that  oi  not,  ,  nd  1 
dor't  know  whether  be  means  I  am  not  tell.i  g  the 
truth. 

Mr.  Tarker— No,  -ir,  not  at  all. 

Mr.  Flyun — 1  say  tiuat  was  the  informano  the 
committee  got  from  the  ma"  who  sold  the  swill. 

Mr.  I-'aiker—  My  info.matio  ;  was  from  the  gen- 
tlemen who  bought  it. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Waid  6— It  seems  to  me  that  ia 
a  mater  of  this  importance  it  may  be  well  in  this 
case  for  the  Committee  on  Health  to  advertise  f  >l 
proposals  ami  report  them  t  •  the  Citv  Council, 
with 'heir  rcco.i  lii-ndations  tbereoe.  The  whole 
matter  will  then  b?  refer  <eo  to  the  Ciry  »  ouncil, 
and  ir  Mr.  Roue  or  Mr.  Pioctor  feel-  that  lie  is 
injured  he  «  ill  have  u-ore  opportunity  to  be  heard 
than  he  would  befoiethe  Cooamirtee.  With  that 
view  1  offer  the  following  ame.mments: 

St  like  out  -'contract  with  responsible  parties" 
an  •  inser   "advertise  for  proposals." 

Strike  out  "all  conracts  to  run  for  three  yeari" 
ana  add  "and  report  to  the  cit\  Couoeil  all  pro- 
posals so  received,  with  toeir  recommendations 
tue  eon." 

I  cannot  but  think  that  the  Council  will  ado^nt 
those  amendments,  so  toat  the  aiatter  will  b3  suf- 
fieiontlv  clear  to  protect  all  carries  in  their  lights. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13 — It  -ferns  to  me  that 
there  is  a  t;  ar  'hat  toe  five  member-  or  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  are  going  to  be  beaten  bv  one 
mao.  I  tiav°  some  confidence  in  those  ge  tinmen, 
and  I  cannot  thix.lr  that  Mr.  Rowe  is  going  to  l  lay 
any  game  upon  them,  and  get  this  contract  if 
ot  tier  bit's  come  ir  iroin  aien  competent  to  do  the 
work,  t  hope  it  MM  be  left  i  the  hands  of  the 
committee.  To  ignme  the  <  ommittee  in  a  matter 
of  tnir,  kind  is  something  that  has  never  been  done 
in  this  Council. 

Mr.  Flym— if  thOs>,  amendments  are  adopted, 
iiapp  aisto  me  tint  it  will  be  a  dnect  iseutt  to 
tbe  co  i  mittee.  Here  we  allow  contracts  to  be 
made  in  tne  oth-r  bianch  of  'he  Gov  rnmeat 
amounting  aim  st  to  millions;  but  h-re  is  a  little 
mat  er  of  815.000,  and  you  doo't  wa<  t  to  trust  the 
committee.  It  you  cannot  trust  the  commutre, 
you  had  better  put  some  one  on  who  can  be  trust- 
ed. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  Ward  10— I  baroly  like  the 
amendments  of  the  geifleraan  from  Ward  6,  and 
would  move  to  refer  the  whole  matter  back  to  the 


Joint  Committee  on  Healih  with  instructions  to  re- 
poit  an  order  for  ibe  sale  of  swill  directly  to  the 
farmers.  I  Hunk  we  should  men  sot  ai  the  sense 
of  the  Couccil. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5— When  does  the  present 
conti  act  with  Mr.  Rowe  ■  -xprre? 

Mr.  Perkins— On  D  cember  81. 

Mr.  Noyfs— Then  the  time  is  o  short  that  if  ac- 
tion is  to  he  taken  it  should  be  done  at  once,  be- 
cani  e  if  you  wait  much  longer  y.u  may  "get  in  a 
box"  nd  havi  to  sell  it  at  any  price.  If  you  re- 
lay adver  ismg,  the  cootiact  mav  expire  before  a 
man  can  make  a-rangements  to  Jisoose  of  the 
swill.  It  seem"  to  me  the  only  proper  and  fair 
way  f  to  authorize  t'  e  commbtse  to  advertise  tor 
proposals  and  award  1,  to  ,ue  highest  responsible 
bidder.  Competition  is  the  only  fair  way  to  get-. 
good  bids.  As  allusion  has  been  made  to  the 
WaterBoaul.I  would  say  that  at  the  time  the 
ordei  auth  oiziiig  the  Farm  1'oud  contracts  was 
passed  there  was  a  clause  th  t  the  Doard 
shoul1  advertise  for  sealed  bids,  vnich  should  be 
openeti  on  a  cei'arn  day  and  awarded  to  the  low- 
est responsible  bidder  who  would  give  the  pro'per 
■Jonds.  The  only  way  to  oo  business  is  in  a  fair, 
square  and  upright  manner.  If  this  matter  is  ad- 
vertised and  a  ,resp  )  isibh-  ma  wants  to  go  into 
the  swill  l'usine.s,  and  he  makes  the  highest  bid, 
it  is  no  mo.e  than  right  ihat  be  should  have  the 
contract,  whoever  he  may  be.  I  hope  the  order 
reported  bv  the  committe-  will  pass. 

Mt.  Trail— I  aoprove  of  the  la«r  ;,m  ndment,  al- 
though I  do  not  exactly  like  its  Shape.  If  the  gen- 
tl  man  will  make  it  ao  order  to  sell,  instead  of  le- 
commirting  the  report,  I  will  vote  tor  it.  I  have 
some  .svmpi'bv  for  the  bogs  this  winter,  for  it  is 
"root  hog  or  die"  with  them  now. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  WatdO-Ihope  the  ameu'meut 
offered  by  the  gentl. man  from  Ward  10  will  pre- 
vail. We  have  seen  that  for  some  iea<  o.i  or  other 
this  swill  has  been  disposed  of  at  an  inadequate 
uri?e.  It  don't  apprar  that  theie  has  been  any 
dishonesty  iu  the  committee;  but  Mr.  Rowe  or 
sou ebody  else  has  got  the  n  side  track,  and  has 
managed  'o  teeu  i  at  his  own  price,  which  is  very 
inadequate.  It  see  is  tnmethat,  without  impuga- 
ieg  the  honestyof  the  committee,  it  is  iaoprop  error 
Mr.  ttowe  toconinue  to  havsiralao  'nadequate 
price,  and  we  should  trv  to  prevent  ir.  We  want 
the  citv  to  get  a  fair  price  for  this  thing,  anil  I 
don't  see  how  we  ar  bring  it  upon  a  fair  basis,  so 
ihat  every  one  will  be  equal,  and  the  citv  get  its 
money's  worth, unless  the  swill  is  sold  io  rhs  com- 
missioners by  retail. 

Mr.  Sampson  with  re  .v  his  previous  a-.n  ml- 
nneut  and  offered  the  following  as  a  substitu<e  for 
the  order  ieport'j(i  by  tne  committie: 

Ordered,  Tnat  thejoint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health  be  instructed'to  dispose  of  the  house  offal 
collected  by  the  city  by  selling  the  same  daily  at , 
r.-tail. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— We  have  two  distinct 
methods  proposed  fcrtha  disposition  of  thi  offal, 
ann  in  case  the  notion  last  offered  .  hoold  not 
p  evail  we  shall  fall  oack  upon  the  amennoient 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6,  which  I 
hope  the  Council  will  rot  concur  in,  because  it 
will  be  a  grievous  and  s-nous  imputation  upon 
the  ebaractsr  of  the  committee.  Beyond  that  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  section  164  of  City  Docu- 
ment 50,  m  wDioh  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
recommended  that  the  power  to  dispose  ox  this 
offal  should  be  trusted  to  tbree  commissioners. 
If  ibree  commissioners  can  be  trusted  to  do  it,  1 
think  this  Council  ean  tru=t  their  committee  to 
do  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  7 — In  my  vote  I  don't 
intend  to  imput- anyth^r  g  wrong  to  the  commit- 
tee, or  cast  any  reflection  npuii  i  'neK  actioo.  al- 
though I  shall  vote  against  the  order  as  it  came 
from  the  lioai  d  if  Aldermen.  The  citv  has  dis- 
posed of  tins  offal  to  one  gentleman  for  $3500, 
upon  which  he  makes  a  net  i  rofit  ranging  from 
$25,000  to  §40,000  a  yeai ;  and  the  committee  ik.v- 
ine  it  in  chargp  cannot  find  out  how  mucn  profit 
he  makfs,  or  bow  mueh  it  is  woith.  In  fact,  it  is 
such  aoenig  'id,tba>  the  Supei  intendenti  f  Health 
cannot  enlighten  the  committee,  or  make  hem 
believe  that,  his  staennerit  is  true  wiih  regard  to 
the  amount  ot  swill  sold  I  will  suopo-e  tin"  to 
be  rov  own  ca-  ,  or  the  ease  of  anv  memon  of 
this  Couoeil.  You  have  certain  articles  to  sell, 
and  out  them  into  the  hands  ot  an  agent  to 
dispone  of,  and  he  sun-lets  it  for  .f.3500,  and  the 
party  makes  .|2500  a  year  upon  it,  to  suppose  it 
comes  to  u  y  ears  and  I  sk  bow  much  th1-  party 
makes,  and  he  says  he  don't  know.  Why,  sir,  any 
business  man  would   try  the  experiment  of  seeing 
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vhac  tbe  article  is  worth;  and  we  should  deal 
with  this  ca-e  a->  vve  do  with  our  o  -  n  pri  a  e  mat- 
ters. Tbe  cha'i  man  says  the  suoeriotendent  and 
the  committee  oiffei  as  to  the  amouct  of  money 
mace  uoon  this  oatract.  Woat  ingbt  we  to  do 
under  tbe  circumstances?  I  think  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  vVard  10  is  ttie  proper  one. 
Ii.  is  said  tbe  committee  migjt  coosider  it  un- 
dignified for  tbe  city  to  so  into  the  busi- 
ness of  selling  swill.  I  don't  so  con- 
sider it.  It  is  a  matter  ol  economy,  of 
justice  and  rigbi ;  and  it  should  be  don°  tor  three 
or  four  mouth-,  at  least  lor  the  sake  of  finding  ojt 
what  it  is  woitb,  if  nothing  Jse.  If  it  don't  pay, 
this  01  tbe  next  Cou.  oil  can  giye  i  out  by  con- 
tract. It  is  worth  trying  for  thi  ee  or  four  mootus 
and  without  any  reflection  upon  ths  corrmittea. 
The  committee  are  but  tbe  eyes  and  eais  of  this 
Council,  and  this  Council  ha*  the  rish  to  take  the 
ntatiei  into  its  own  hands.  When  a  committee 
cannot  enlighten  the  Council  I  think  the  Council 
should  take  steps  to  enlighten  itself. 

Mr.  Kimball — Pernaps  it  is  a. necessary  to  s<.y 
tbdt  in  offering  the  amendment  I  intended  co  re- 
flection ucoa  the  ■  ommittee  or  any  oi  it.  individu- 
al member".  Were  I  a  member  of  tbar  commit- 
tee I  should  bs  gladjiiodex  the  circumstances- 1 
should  ask,  after  what  has  been  saio  here — that 
instead  of  throwing  „he  resoousibility  of  sta  ding 
betwe-n  the  city  and  the  contiac  or,  after  the  ii- 
tinuations  made  here  and  elsewhere.  I  should  ask 
that  we  reporl  the  proposals  to  the  City  Council. 
As  it  is  now,  any  person  who  feels  aggrieved  cat) 
go  oolv  to  the  committee  who  sit  as  judges  upon 
his  case;  in  ihe  otner  case  be  could 
come  to  a  higher  couit,  which  is  tje 
whole  Council.  Another  reason  I  offer  toe 
amendment  is  this:  One  evening  las'  June  we 
parsed  an  order  giving  the  Committee  on  Pi  in  tug 
full  power  to  matse  a  contract  for  tbe  pubhca  ion 
of  the  procee  i'  gs  ot  this  and  the  other  branch. 
"When  it  came  back  here,  it  1  lemecuber  correct  y, 
the  Council  was  somewnat  surprise'!  th?t  the  or- 
der gav-  th"  committee  full  power  to  make  a  con- 
tract. C.e'  tai  ly  I  ai >.  several  others  sitting  near 
.me  supposed  ihe  order  was  for  the  co  u  mufee  to 
receive  proposals  a  id  report  back  to  this  Council ; 
anil  know  that  unoer  that  ord^r  unusual  pro- 
ceedings were  taken.  Unless  the  substitute  of  the 
gentleman  firm  Ward  10  prevails  I  hope  my 
amendment  will  be.  adouted. 

Mr.  Wiison  of  Ward  12  -Mr.  President,  lmay  be 
excused  forsayi.ga  word  here,  for  I  have  been 
very  much  interested  in  ihe  debate;  because  I 
have  found  tbe  topic  that  will  excite  the  deba<i<  g 
powers  of  this  Council.  I  have  found  our,  rur- 
tbermore,  that  the  fall  of  swill  is  affected  bv  the 
price  of  pork.  I  tnink  that  it  is  a  prettv  eood 
cus  om.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  apparent,  hat  the 
success  of  this  contractor  it  past  time  has  been 
'because  th«  price  of  p->rk  has  ben  lugo. 
Now  suppose" the  pri^e  of  pork  goes  down,  we  aie 
all  exulting  hard  times  whea  things  »iil  touch 
bottom,  tben  there  will  not  be  so  mucb  money  in 
this  ■  on  tract.  Now,  sii,  wherea  this  pr  ject  by 
the  ortiei  introduced  is  all  verv  well,  the  commit- 
tee will  find  tnat  in  the  administration  ot  it  it  will 
he  nece'saiy  to  malre  minor  contract.-.  I  (vill  ex- 
plain th3  ooint.  The  hog  cmp  is  an  annual  crop,. 
Having  housed  a  <  rop  safely  the  farmer  who  is 
bothered  in  getting  bis  supply  of  food  is  not 
oblit'ed  to  raise  a  dop  next  year.  Conse- 
quently if  this  mattei  is  put  up  a_io  sold  to  those 
v  ho  come  for  it,  men  who  have  been  <egularlv  in 
the  business  will  find  ihem«elves  impeded,  not 
ha  viig  the  regular  supply.  A  man  «  bo  has  a  cer- 
tain number  of  boarders  must  be  sure  that  he  is 
goine  to  receive  a  co  statt  aid  sufficient  supply 
of  food.  Now,  sir,  there  aie  men  who  aie  inx- 
ions+otiy  experiments  on  this  matter.  There 
was  never  >et  a  season  of  hard  times 
wbe  i  men  did  tot  wish  to  tr\  expeii- 
meats.  If  iu  this  case  yo;r  experiment  fails, 
you  have  lost  v our  market  and  you  will  have  to 
give  the  material  away.  Now  the  success  of  tois 
contractor  has  been  trom  the  (act  in  the  first 
place  tnat  the  price  of  meat  ha*  been  high,  and 
in  tbe  second  place  that  ha  has  successf .  lly  or- 
ganized a  plan  for  tbe  dissemination  an  J  scatter- 
ing ot  this  material,  so  that  the  geotlemevi 
who  have  purchased  tbe  material  havs  bten 
able  to  receive  it  regularly.  Now  the  com- 
nittee  Till  fird  if  ctey  go  to  making  con- 
tracts with  these  (aimers  that  th^y  w!ll  have 
tne  same  element— thr  est  tract  system— iu  the 
business  that  is  now  objected  to.  1  think 
the  safest  way  is  to  iet  the  men  cootract 
for    this    material    vho    will    pay    tbe    highest 


price.  Here  is  a  $5000,  $10,000,  or  a  $20,000 
contiact.  There  ate  hundred*  of  contracts  let  by 
committees  of  ihis  Ci'y  Government  where  there 
is  not  a  word  said.  I  have  in  mu>d  one  bridge 
coi  tiact  that  was  ltl  out  a  good  many  years  ago 
in  which  the  mtire  profit  on  the  bridge  was  great- 
er than  tbe  whnle  sum  ot  money  received  foe  tbis 
contract.  Nobody  thought  of  that  becau  e  they 
did  not  see  it.  This  has  been  brought  *o  light 
and  we  see  it.  Now,  sir,  there  is  a  lisk  about  tbis 
that  has  not  been  thought  of.  It  seems  to  be  the 
idea  rhat  a  large  sum  of  money  vas  made.  Now, 
sir,  the  man  woo  is  willing  co  oeal  m  such  a  class 
of  mat<-iial  sho'ld  make  somethiag.  3.?.  has  cre- 
ated a  maiket  tor  it  and  I  do  not  blame  him  for 
getting  a  good  price  for  it  if  h«  car.  I  see  no  rea- 
son why  « 6  shoulo  depart  from  tbe  system  of 
putting  the  material  up  at  auction  a  no  selling 
it  to  tbe  parties  who  will  give  the  highest 
price.  I  cat)  say  that  tbe  Superinte  deat 
of  Health  defended  this  same  nrocess  of 
disoosijg  of  it  and  is  entirely  satisfied 
that  there  will  b  obstacles  in  tbe  way  of  the  ad- 
ministration ot  tbis  departm&ut  on  this  plan.  It 
may  he  said  t>  at  ne  has  an  interest  in  this  marfsr. 
I  do  lot  believe  it.  I  believe  tha>  he  is  loter-sted  . 
in  the  best  «•  lfaie  of  'he  city.  I  think  I  can  see 
how  your  market  might  be  cut  off,  and  then  you 
would  have  all  t  is  material  to  cait  ou>  of  the  city 
and  throw  overboard.  I  do  reallv  believe  that 
the  sensible  way  is  tor  this  matter  to  be 
oispos°d  of  in  the  same  way  tuat  other  material  is 
dispo  ed  of  by  the  city  ot  Boston— sold  by  a  com- 
mittee 'o  the  higce-t  bidder.  Toen  let  them  fane 
their  chance  ai  d  get  it  away.  Atbiee-yeais'  con- 
tract gives  a  c-acce  for  loss  for  one  year  at  least, 
and  possib'y  for  two  years,  I  am  not  much  mis- 
taken if  before  the  contract  expires  the  material 
is  not  selUog  for  a  price  tbat  wiJ  not 
pay  very  much  premium  for  the  contract. 
I  have  to  interest  in  this  mattei,  and 
I  Know  nothing  about  it,  odIv  »hax  was  brought 
to  iuy  attention  tbe  otoer  evening,  but  I  see  oo 
reason  why  we  should  depart  trom  tbe  old  estab- 
li-hed  principle  ot  selling:  the  material  to  the 
highi-st  bidder  by  either  auction  or  oroposai. 

Mr.  Paiker  of  Ward  14— This  'caven  je  is  wortW 
thr  e  dodais  a  ccd  for  fenilizinfir  purposes!  and 
if  fanners  can  buy  it  at  that  price  it  is  profitable 
to  them.  There  is  no  c anger  toat  i"  selling  it  at 
foui  no  lars  a  cord  the  city  will  be  caught  with 
anv  upin  its  hands. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — The  gentleman  from 
Wrtrrj  12  prefaced  his  remarks  «ith  a  pleas'ng 
little  flioar,  in  which  he  frequently  indulges,  i hat 
it  is  an  organizeo  debating  society;  yet  I  have 
noticed  that  he  is  as  leaoy  as  any  one  ro  takc  part 
in  the  dtbates.  aoa  I  think  there  is  no  other  gen- 
tleman to  «hnm  the  Council  listens  with  so  much 
profit  *nd  interest.  In  following  up  tbis  matter, 
1  take  not 'he  importance  of  n  is  particular  sub- 
ject, but  the  principle  which  is  in  ir.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  gentlemen  in  the  Coumil  aid  i  be  citi- 
zens of  B'  scon  aie  keenly  alite  to  p  ocunng  a  sys- 
tem of  honest  admini  tration  in  our  s-ove'iime'  t. 
coujied  within  elligeoce  and  economy.  The  faces 
b  ought  out  in  this  debate  excite  our  itteouon, 
ano  I  im  in  favor  of  i he  course  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  substantially  tor  the 
reasons  give  by  the  gentleman  from  Wan  7 — 
that  we  should  try  the  experiment,  and  show  to 
our  satisfaction  whether  toe  co:  tract  system  in 
this  particular  case  ha»  been  succ-ssfui.  The 
knowledge  oetived  fiom  that  experiment  may  be 
useful  nf  rmation  in  regard  to  oiher  contract*. 
I  retrard  it  as  a  subject  of  vitil  impoitanc,  aud 
it  does  not  deserve  to  be  ndiculed  on  account  of 
the  particular  suoje  -t  which  gives  rise  to  it. 

The  vt-as  and  nays  were  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Flynu,  anr.  tne  substitute  of  Mr.  Sampson  was 
adopter— ye; s  39,  navs  .0: 

Yeas— Messrs.  A  dersnu.Braekett, Burdiit,  Bur- 
gess, Clatke,  Collins,  Crocker.  Curtis,  Cashing, 
Cu  ii  man.  Damon,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  Gold- 
thwait,  Guild,  Harmou,  Hicks.  Hiseoek,  Howes, 
Jaques.  Kimball,  Kingsbury,  Leightoo.  Lon  g, 
Pge,  Parker,  Peabodv,  Perkins.  1'ierc",  Rice, 
Sarpson,  Spratue,  Sweetser,  Thacher,  Train, 
Trull,  Wadsworth.  Willcutt— 39. 

Nays — Messrf.  Barry,  Beot,  Deverjux,  Duggan, 
Edwdds,  Fitzpatnck,  Flynn,  Hartigan,  Kelley, 
Kirgslev,  i.appen,  Moley,  Mooney,  Munoy.  Xoyes. 
Shaw,  Walbnoge,  Whitmoie,  Wiiour,  Wiisou — 20. 

Absent  or  not  vo<i  g — Messrs.  Cawley,  Cov|e. 
Morrison,  Osborne,  Power,  bibley,  Smitii,  Staeev. 
Waish,  Whitcomb,  Woods— 11. 

The  order  as  amended  was  then  reao  a  second 
time  and  pas  ed.    Sent  up. 
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THE  CITY  CHARTER. 

On  mo'ion  of  Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
took  up  the  specn.l  a-sigoaitnt  for  8.30  o'clocn  P. 
M.,  viz.,  the  reso.v  s  and  "ic)ers  offered  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  draft  of  a  new  city  charter  as 
amended  bv  the  Board  of  Aldern  en  (City  Doc.  50, 
1875). 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  notice  io  the  printed  re- 
port ot  the  remarks  which  1  mace  the  other  even- 
ing, that  I  commence')  by  saying,"I  nave  ootcorne 
her- prepared  witn  any  -  iabo«ate  spe  ch,  ami  per- 
haps not  with  a" v  profound  reasoos  for  toe  faith 
woich  is  wiihiu  me."  Chat,  sir,  was  the  state  of 
mv  mi.'d  upon  the,  knowledge  which  I  had  re- 
ceived, tioin  the  per  uaps  so  a  ewhat  cuisoi  v|exami- 
nation  of  t  e  com  em  plated  new  charier.  I  came 
to  i  he  conclusion  thai  I  should  jpoo  e  it.  I  had  i.ot 
the  the  dataiis  of  the  matter  which  I  have  since 
acquired  ;  but  a  very  thorough  examination 
of  the  provisions  of  'he  docume  c  has  /iven  me  a 
most  astonishing  result.  I  have  taken  some  paios 
within  two  or  three  days  to  analyze  this  matter, 
and  I  think  the  tatemeots  which  I  shall  make 
here  tonight  will  be  sucn  as  will  aaioni-h  every 
uiembe"  of  the  Council,  be  lie  frieni  or  foe  of  the 
new  city  char  er.  The  .acts  wuich  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  this  uha  terhave  biought  io  my 
muni  are  such  as  arc  most  arbit  ary,  ajd  unprece- 
dented >n  any  cny,  tuwu  oi  village  in  this  country 
which  has  a  city  government  or  even  a 
town-meeting  organizatio  i.  This  charter  pro- 
vides that  ab>ut  the  whole  business  of 
the  city  shall  oe  carried  on  bv  commis- 
sions, and  almost  wnolly  without  retererce 
to  the  City  Couocil,  and  con-^sque  t'y  without  any 
refers i  ce  to  me  wants,  wisoesand  desir-s  of  the 
people.  In  fact,  I  ouly  wonder  that  the  charter 
does  not  provide  tor  th  appointment  of  the 
Boaid  of  Aldeimen  and  the  Common  Council 
also,  aid  for  the  add.ng  of  one  more  section,  as 
fodows: 

The  people  have  no  rights  exceprirg  that  they 
slu  ll  be  al  owed  tne  privilege  o;  paying  taxes. 

Shoul  tnis  chartei  be  impied,  ihe  first  thing 
to  bs  ooe.  i  my  ooin^on,  would  be  to  build  aa- 
otherCity  Sail  at  an  expe  se  of  h  1C  a  million  dol- 
lars, for  the  piesbci  out  wo  il'i  not  be  hal' large 
enough,  as  several  of  the  commissions  already 
appointed  have  taken  1  ,rge  and  exp-nuve  rooms 
outside  of  city  hall.  No»letus  dissect  this  new 
charter?  little  i  i  detail.  It  is  for  that  pui  pose 
toat  1  have  usen  here  tonight.  I  find  ou  page  28 
provisions  as  follows: 

"Boards  and  Departments.  Sect.  90.  Theie 
shall  be  the  roliowi  g  beards  and  d  i  aitme  its  ii 
the  City  Goveinment,  viz. :  The  l.oard  of  E  loca- 
tion ;  tne  Assessors'  Department;  ioe  Law  De- 
partment; tne  Police  D-partment;  the  St  e»t  De- 
paitmei.t;  the  Department  of  Baildiogs  aud 
Lams;  the  W.at-i  Department;  th?.  dealrii  De- 
partment; the  ffire  Depaitui  ,nt;  uie  Department 
of  Puclic  In«  itntions:  the  Department  of  Over- 
seets  ot  tie  Poo  ;  the  City  Ho^pial  Department; 
toe  Public  Libiary  Department  ;  ihe  Department 
of  PubHc  Grounds;  tue  Board  of  County  Ac- 
counts." 

Dh°  members  of  which  boaids  in  ebitf,  are  to  be 
apoointea  by  the  Mayor,  subject  only  to  .--.icd 
nominal  approval  as  I  iefe;re.i  io  the  last  time 
this  matter  was  b*foie  us. 

The  Mayor  has  now  the  appointment  of — 

Three  members  ot  th e   <oa id  of  Health . 

'lhree  member    of  the  Fire  Commission. 

Thrci  m  n  bers  of  the  Park  Com  mission. 

Three  mei  bers  of  he  License  Commission. 

Three  Registrars  of  "Voters. 

And  by  the  new  chatter  't  is  proposed  to  in- 
crease bis  anpoiiiting  power  as  follows: 

Tlirce  PoHc  Coinmissio  ers,  new  offi  e. 

Three  Commissioueis  on  Buildings  and  Lands, 
new  office. 

Three  Commissioners  on  Public  Grounls,  new 
office. 

One  City  Architect,  new  office. 

One  City  Solici'or,  now  electiva  by  the  concur- 
rent voti  of  the  two  bianches  of  the  City  Council. 
(See  City  Ordinances,  p.  480.) 

O  ie  City  Surveyor,  elective  as  above,  (see  City 
Ord.,  p  152.) 

O.e  Superintendent  of  Streets, elective  as  above. 
(See  City  Ord.,  p.  151). 

Oue  SuperiotinoS'  t  of  Seweis,  elective  as 
above.    (See  City  Ord.,  p.  151.) 

One  Ci  y  Surveyor,  elective  as  above.  (See  City 
Ord.,  p.  176.) 

©  e  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  now  appointed 
by  Mayor  and  Aldermen.    (See   City  Ord.,  p.  423.) 


One  Superintendent  of  Ferries,  dow  chosen  by 
Board  of  Directors.    (See  Mu-icipal  Register.) 

Five  Chief  Assesscis,  now  elective  by  the  concur- 
rent vote  of  the  t*o  branches  of  ihe  City  Council. 
See  City  Ordinances,  pagw  688. 

Thn  ty-ihee  Fir't  Assistant  Assessors  and  rhii- 
ty-three  S^co^d  Assistant  A>sessors,  to  be  apooint- 
ed  by  the  Assessors,— all  of  wnoin  are  now  elective 
by  the  two  baucbes,  as  above.  (See  Citv  Ordi- 
nances, pages  688,  689.) 

T»entv  one  Supei  ntendents  ot  Bridges,  one 
of  whom  is  now  appointed  by  the  Joint  Coinmiuee 
on  Hatbirs;  twelve  ac  l=ast  are  elective  by  the 
Council,  as  Ebove,  and  the  remaining  eight  are 
elected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  (See  Munici- 
pal Register,  paces  88,  89,  90,  91.) 

Six  Directors  of  Fuolic  Institutions  (now  con- 
sisting of  twelve  persons),  and  elective  by  the 
concurrent  vote  of  ths  two  nranches.  (Ses  City 
Ordinances,  pages  359  inri  400.) 

Six  Over  eers  of  The  Poor  (now  consisting  of 
twelve),  elective  as  above.  (See  City  Ordinances, 
page  479.) 

Six  Trustees  ot  the  City  Hospital  (now  consist- 
ing of  fine),  electivt  as  above.  (See City  Ordi- 
nance-, page  359.) 

Six  Trustees  ot  rue  Public  Librarv(nnw  consist- 
ing of  nine)  and  elective  as  above.  (See  City  Ord., 
431.) 

Three  members  of  the  Water  Boaid  (tow  consist- 
ing, Cochitaate  of  s  veu  and  Mvstic  of  five).  (See 
City  Ord.,p.728,and  acts  of  Ltg.  ot  1861,  cbdp.  105.) 

Two  Comiissiooers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  no«v 
elective  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  tne  two 
branches.    (See  City  Ord.,  p.  20  ) 

Toree  Commissioneis  on  Streets,  now  elective 
by  the  people. 

Fifteen  members  of  Board  of  Education,  by 
statute  law  parsed  by  the.  Legislature  ot  1875. 
Consis  s  of  twenty-four  persons  elective  at  large 
by  the  people. 

One  hunored  and  eight  Inspectors  ot  Elections, 
to  consist  of  three  from  each  ward;  the  city  tj  be 
divided  Into  thirty-six  wards  by  the  provision  of 
the  p  oposed  charter,  who  are  now  elective  Dy  the 
people. 

Now.  sir,  we  bave  ihe  summiug  up  of  what  may 
be  called  some  minor  officer.*".  Frutn  page  58  of 
the  prooo^ed  charter  (secao.  202)  we  read  as  fol- 
lows, under  the  he  io  of  other  officers: 

"Sect.  202.  The  Mayor,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Boaid  of  Aiuermen,  shall  appai  ot  from  time 
to  time,  for  a  term  of  one  vear,  »acb  and  so  mauy 
of  The  fo.lowing-named  officers  a?  he  may  jutlrge 
necessary  for  the  public  convenience,  uamely 
(against  wh^ch  I  have  placed  the  authority  by 
which  ihey  are  now  chosen): 

IN  ow  chosen  by     Chosen  by 
Mayor   and  City 

Aldermen.         Council. 

Measurers  of  grain 1 

Surveyors   of  marble,   soapstone 

and  freestone 1 

Measurers  of  upp  _r  leather 6 

Inspectors  of  lime 1 

Weighers  of  coal 1 

Measurers  of  wood  and  bark 31 

"Viewers  and  cullers  of  wood  and 

staves 1 

Fence  viewers 11 

Field  drivers  and  pound  keepers .       ..  28 

40  41 

*    *    *    and  they   may  be  removed  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Mayor." 
And  the  following  p;esent  city  officers: 

Now  chosen  by     Chosen  by 
Mayor   and  City 
Aldermen,         Council. 
Inspectors  and  weighers  of  bun- 
dle hay 16 

Superintendent  of  hay  seal- s 8 

Inspeetors.of  petroleum  and  coal 

oils 2 

Sealers  of  weights  and  measures.        2  . : 

Weighers     and      inspectors     of 
lighters 4 

'  28  ~~i 

—these  ars  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  proposed  "Po- 
lice Commissioners"  as  follows: 

"Sect.  133.  The  captain  ot  the  division  ot  the 
police  force  assigned  by  the  oommi-sioneis  for 
dutv  in  the  haroor  of  Boston  shall  have  and  exer- 
cise ad  the  powers,  »nd  perform  all  the,  nuties, 
prescribed  for  the  Harbor  Master  by  law  and  the 
odinanees  of  the  city ;  but  he  shall  not  be  required 
to  give  bond. 

This  is  a  letting  up. 

Sect.  134.  The  Commissioners  of  Police  shall 
nominate  annually  to  the  Mayor, for  appointment 


696 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


by  him,  one  or  more  jpersons  to  be  sealers  of 
weights  and  mes.su  es,  a.  d  the  Ci.y  Council  shall 
fix  their  compensation  •  j.nd  they  may  he  removed 
hy  the  Mayor,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
cowaissioners. 

Sect.  135.  The  Commissioners  of  Police  shall 
noainate  annually  to  the  Mayor,  for  appoint- 
ment by  him,  such  number  or  competent  persons 
as  the  City  Council  may  prescribe,  to  be  superin- 
tendent of  public  scales  ano  weighers  of  n  iy ;  the 
City  Council  sna'l,fro(ii  time  to  tune,  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  su^h  officers,  acd  the  rates  to  be 
charged  for  weighing  hay,  sxraw,  coal  and  of  her 
articles,  acd  said  superintendents  may  be  re- 
moved bv  the  Mayor,  upon  the  recommendation 
ot  the  commissioners. 

It  will  ce  vsrv  plainly  seen  by  the  concluding 
sentence  of  section  202,  that  tae  list  of  officers  last 
named  by  me  "may  Be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of 
the-  Mayor" :  and  oy  section  46  as  follows:  "In  all 
cases  nheiein  appoiotouenis  to  office  aie  oirected 
bv  law  to  be  mace  bv  the  Myor  *nd  Aldermen, 
they  shad  be  made  by  the  Mayor,*with  the  approv- 
al of  ciie  Board  of  Aldermer.",  and  such  officers 
may  be  removed  by  the  Mayor."  Ignoring  com- 
pletely the  honorable  Boaro  of  Aldeim-n  aj  we  of 
the  Council  wsre  ignored,  as  to  the  el-ction  oi  [he 
officers  1  have  mectim  ed,  thu .  giving  'o  the 
Mayor  the  powi-r  o  remove  at  his  pleasure  about 
fifty  officer),,  who  have  been  elected  by  the  con- 
cu.-ie.  t  vote  of  toe  two  branches,  wi  houc  any  re- 
gard o  the  body  wmch  elerted  I'lein;  and  about 
seventy-five  officers  appointed  bv  the  Mayor  aDd 
Aldermen  removed  bv  the  Mayoi  without  regard 
to  the  B  lard  of  A'dermeu. 

Sho  jing  the  grand  total  co  be  as  follows: 
Commissioners  already  appointed  hy  the  Mayor —    15 
Superintendent  ot   Bridges,  now  appointed  by  the 

Joint  Committee  on  Harbor 1 

The  City  Architect  (new  office) 1 

Superintendent  of  Ferries,  to  he  appointed  hy  the 

Mayor  should  the  ch-rtHr  be  adopted 1 

The  several  officers  now  chosen  by  the  Mayor  and 

Aid  ermen 77 

The  several  officers  now  elective  hy  the  concurrent 

vote  of  the  two  branches  of  the  City  Council 162 

The    Commissioners   on  Police,  Public   Buildings 

and  Lands,  and  on  Public  Grounds  as  proposed, 

(new) 9 

Tne  t-everal  officers,  say  Inspectors  of  Elections, 

Board  ot  Education  and  Street  Commission  ers.now 

elective  by  the  people 126 

j  Total 392 

To  say  nothing  of  60  u  dertakers,  137  constables 
a^d  other  officials,  who  would  depend  for  bread 
and  b  jtter  oo  the  will  or  caprice  of  toe  Mayor 
holding  office  nude;  the  proposed  new  charter, 
making  i"  al' about  600  men.  Who  wouldn't  be 
king,  with  all  this  p'enitude  of  power  and  patron- 
age!   Have  the  people  any  rights? 

Mr.  President.  I  undertake  to  sav  that  tbeie  is 
do  i  iov  7?itaiu  the  limits  cf  this  free  republic  ot 
ouis  which  would  allow  .such  arbitrary  powers  as 
ate  contained  lu  fhis  document.  It  is  the  most 
as  onishmg  tuiug  which  in  my  brief  reanrog  ot 
the  hist  ry  of  this  and  other  cities  1  have  ever 
heard  of.  lam  astonished  *Uat  it  should  have 
gone  so  far  as  it,  has  gone — that  it  should  have 
gone  through  the  honorable  Board  ot  Aldeiuien; 
but  I  don't  propose  to  criticise  their  actioe,  for  l 
have  no  right  to  do  it.  I  am  surprised  that  after 
weeks  of  examination  of  this  m«ttei  obey  should 
not  have  discovered  son  e  cf  the  little  tacsl  nave 
discove  ed,  and  brought  them  before  the  public. 
Because,  Mr.  President,  two  yea'S  ago  or  more  an 
bon  rable  commission  was  tppointed  bv  the  City 
Council  to  prepare  a  tew  citv  cnaner.  That  com- 
mission, consisti;g  of  eminent  gentlemen,  has 
labored,  I  have  no  doubt,  industriously,  and  they 
have  bior.gbt  forth  this  document.  rriV  oocu- 
ment,  I  believe,  was  referred  to  a  joint  committee 
of  the  Ci  y  Council.  Aftei  a  long  and  te- 
dious examination  of  the  matter  it  was  passed 
in  the  Boaro  of  Aldermen,  after  b-iug  bv  them 
amended,  aid  now  conies  to  us  in  Citv  Document 
No.  5ti,  and  we  are  asked  to  pass  it  New.  sir, 
after  having  tone  thiough  the  lamific  :tions  I 
have  mentioned,  it  is  not  right,  just  or  propei  for 
us  in  justice  to  ourselves  or  to  oui  constituents  to 
stand  here  aid  vote  yes  or  co  upon  that  charier 
without  giving  some  reaso  s  upon  the  oi>iB  sii  e  or 
thp  ether.  I  have  therefore  ta<ten  tins  means  of 
calling  atteotiou  to  this  unprteedei  ted  pi'OD'si- 
tiO'i  tn  order  that  the  people  mav  know  that  their 
rights  ai e  to  be  ic  vaded  t o  this  arbitrary  mau  er : 
or  rather.str.t  hat  the  people.in  whom  thev  have  had 
confidence  hetetofore  and  *tom  thev  have  chosen 
to  represent  ui°in  in  the  City  Council  are  no  a. ore 
to  be  cousidereo,  but  that  all  the  business  of  this 


great  city,  with  its  three  hundred  and  seventv-odd 
thousano  inhabitants,  is  to  be  carried  on  by  a  few 
boards  if  commissioners,  it  mav  be,  and  whose 
patronage  extends  not  only  to  392  or  500, 
but  to  thousands  upon  thousanos  of  our  citizens. 
Let  the  Mayor  exercise  his  preiogative  by  the 
appointment:  which  are  contemplated  here,  and, 
as  I  asked  before,  who  would  not  be  king?  He 
may  perpetuate  his  hold  upon  the  office  for  years 
and  years  until  death  shail  take  him  away,  if  he 
see  fit. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  would  ask  the  question— 
it  mav  be  it  the  expense  of  repetition,  ouc  it  oc- 
curred to  me  iodav  while.  I  was  getting  up  toese 
figures:  a  simpU  proposal  bke  this;  let  me  make 
it  heie; — I  would  ask  what  cuy  or  town  upon  this 
col  t  tent  within  the  limits  of  thic  free  lepublic 
woold  allow  such  a<  bitrary  powers  es  are 
contemplated  in  tois  document?  What  would 
become  of  the  president  of  ihe  French  Re- 
public even  urder  sach  a  proposition?  Bev- 
olu.ionary  Krauce  !  what  would  she  do? 
Woat  would  Pais  do  with  such  a  propo-irion? 
Show  me  a  parallel  in  Freoch  history,  I 
bad  almost  said  in  the  history  of  any  arbitraiv 
government  o;  of  any  monarchy.  What  woalJ 
have  been  none  in  imperial  Rome  in  her  palmy 
days?  If  such  a  proposition  oad  been  maje  to 
them,  their  sovereign  would  uave  been  driven 
from  bis  throne  bv  the  people.  Let  us  thit  k  for  a 
moment,  Mr.  Piesident;  let  the  peoole  think — 
and  I  am  saying  ~hat  I  say  he  e  this  even- 
ing that  it  may  go  before  the  people  as 
wall  as,  I  trust,  be  of  some  service  in  inform- 
ing some  paities  who  bave  not  bac  time,a«  I  have 
had,  to  i  vestigate  this  mattei. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  any 
more.  I  oolv  desue  that  the  people  soail  under- 
stand what  is  to  be  done  wit!  their  riguts — the 
riihis  which  they  wee  born  io  enjoy,  and  have 
enjoyed  ever  since  this  city  charter  "of  ours  .vas 
grnteo,  for  riftv  vrars.  It  is  proposed  substan- 
tial, y  to  tase  away  all  those  rights  .  ni  ,.lace  chem 
in  the  hands  of  a  few  inoividuais,  vtdo  may  exer- 
cise the  power  they  possess  almost  a>  bitranly, 
at  au  expense  .vnich  will  double  the  city's  ex- 
penses. Tn  r?  is  not  th  -  check  upon  these  com- 
missions that  thee  i<  heie  in  this  Council  cham- 
ber or  in  th-  other  brauih.  Check  U  cot  at  owed, 
or  tather  they  do  not  allow  it.  1  will  not  in- 
clude every  couiiui  «iou.  You  wid  see,  sir,  that 
there  are  two  or  three  commissions  «boseooors 
are  closed,  and  utiles--  von  arc  in  beautiful  form 
cot  up,  you  cannot  enter  ttenj.  I  do  not  nieac  to 
say  it  of  all.  I  want  to  speak  of  one  enm mission 
which  exists— tho  Commission  ou  St  eets.  If 
there  ever  was  a  commission  appointed  which 
docs  just'ee  to  the  people  and  to  the 
commission  itself,  it  is  the  Commission  on  Stre-ts, 
but  this  is  the  only  one  elected  by  the  peoul-. 
There  is  one  other  coinmissioo  of"  which  I  am 
bound  to  speck  heie  for  seve  al  reasons,  ar>d  mat 
is  the  Fne  Commission.  The  Fire  Commission  has 
done  in  my  judgment  a  great  oe,al  of  giod.  At 
the  time  that  commission  was  appointe  i,  t  .-re 
was  ,n  absolute  necessity  ror  it.  Tim  city  bad  al- 
most been  destroyed.  A  vci.y  large  amount  of  loss 
was  incurred,  ancl  it  »  as  necessary  that  the  city 
should  erne  id  a  gieat  deal  of  uiomy  to  make 
g.'Od  th  t  loss,  even  to  th-  neighboring 
towns  for  fire  apparatus.  They  did  well. 
That  commission  should  now,  sir,  cu'b  its 
expeudituiej.  I  thi  k  they  are  doing  what  tbey 
ought  to  do  and  what  they  mean  to  do  in  that  di- 
rection. Niw.  sir,  there  "is  another  co  -  mission 
and  that  is  tne  Commission  upon  Health;  anil 
am  speakiug  plainly,  sir,  1  speak  what  1  believe  to 
be  true,  and  I  think  I  have  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple wi  h  me.  [  should  pre'er  to  go  back  to  wuere 
we  were  with  Mr.  reinstall  at  the  head  oi  that  de- 
partment auo  with  Dr.  Green  >he  City  Physician, 
a>d  save  all  that  §25,000  or  S30,000  woafever 
mav  be  the  cost  ot  that  co  >  mission,  and 
b.iv'1  the  business  as  I  believe,  better  done. 
Theie  are  v.  wo  other  commissioi  s  that  are 
now  experimenting.  One  is  i he  License  Commis- 
sion, art!  'he  other  the  Park  Coo: mission.  Of 
th°se  t>*o  I  h-  ve  uothi  ig  to  say.  because  tiiey  are 
simply  vn gius  in  ibe  race.  But,  IT,  I  speak  gen- 
erally up'ii  'be,  priiciple.  1  do  oof  mean  to  Oast 
a  reflection  upon  anybody  io  any  exi-r  t.  I  speak 
with  emphasis;  perhaps  it  is  my  haoit  or  my  cus- 
tom; but  I  speak  from  a  long  examination  of 
these  matters,  and  I  speak  from  some  consider- 
able experience  in  several  of  thfin  I  sav 
again— and  I  am  to  bt  excused  for  saying 
ii  —  that  I  be  i6ve  the  people  of  Bost  u. 
more    than    three    to    cue.    should    we    suomit 
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t,hi»  charter  or  anything  like  it  to  toetn,  would 
vote  it  do  tn;  and  I  believe  this  Council,  if  the 
vote  be  taken  fought,  will  vote  it  dowa  by  a  vote 
of  ni "re  tna<  two  to  one.  I  hope  that  suco  will  be 
the  case.  I  b  ve  no  feelings  against  auyboiy in 
this  matter,  01  have  I  a  .  \  Fe;lir.gs  in  favor  ot 
anyone.  Isp  ak  what  1  believe  >o  be  the  tone 
and  i  be  voice  of  rbe  people,  and  I  believe  rhat  the 
peo'le  «'i  1  support  me  m  mv  vole  and  will  stand 
by  every  gentleman  at  this  beard  who  vores 
against  it  and  in  favor  ct  ttis  adnuiiou  of  the  sub- 
stitute;   fferftd  by  the  gentleman  from  W<;rd4. 

Mr.  Fitzgetaid  of  Ward  7— As  a  membsi  of  tbe 
coi  tmttee  to  whom  thin  matter  was  given  in 
chaige,  it  would  seem  prope  ,  pernaps,  ihat  1 
sboul)  sav  a  word  or  t-ouoon  tins  question  as 
the  otber  n  embeis  bave  already  sunken  upon  it. 
lam  very  glad  that  this  question  na«  giveu  rise 
to  so  much  debate  in  the  Council.  It  will  do  a 
gryat '  eal  of  good  evei  it  we  accomplish  aorbing 
else  than  that.  In  likening  to  tie  at£um<-nts  on 
the  one  side  a->d  on  the  other,  woile  I  can 'ot,  sir, 
go  to  the  exiieine  leng  h  tLat  soiiiC  gentleme  go 
in  advocating  the  passage  of  th-s  ord-r,  neither 
can  I  go  to  the  other  extiemt  with  those  who 
toially  u]  p  >s»  it.  This  City  Cnvo'timent  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers has  sain,  a  legislative  aid  executive  body 
that  should  be  divided.  It  :s  a  corporation. 
Xne  second  section  of  the  proposed  charter,  and 
also  o"  ■  he  old  charter,  uetines  what  it  is.  We 
are  in  executiv  body.  We  exercise  tne  came 
fu  otioi  so  tai  as  ve  are  a  legislative  body  that 
t,i  *ns  and  cities  are  alio  avo  uncler  the  provisions 
of  > he  (i  n  ral  Statutes.  Aian  from  that  we  are 
a  purely  executive  and  business  body.  Tne  argu- 
ment of  tt  e  gentle  nan  Irom  Ward  10  wasaveiv 
able  o  e,  bu  I  certainly  should  not  agree'  with 
hi  i  upon  his  ideas  as  to  what  tne  City  Govern- 
mei  c  sbould  be  and  as  to  the  peparati.n  of 
the  executive  and  the  legis.ative  bta  chofthe 
so-called  City  Gov-rnment.  I  believe  we 
are  an  execu  lve  bov,  and  that  is  the 
character  of  the  gieater  part  of  the  «  oik  we 
are  called  upon  rn  pertcm.  Now,  every  oae  here 
will  agre  with  me  that  the  iiurest  form  of  gov- 
ernment we  have  is  our  tovo  government;  and 
our  town  government  is  the  purest  kind  ot  d-  moc- 
racy  whico  can  De  found  anywhere.  De  Tocque- 
vil'e,  ■  hollas  been  refened  to  by  my  friend  from 
Ward  11,  ant  who  seemec  to  be  gifted  with  proph- 
ecy in  speaking  ot  it,  sain  that  if  here  was  one 
thing  n  ore  than  any  otber  that  would  tend  to 
keep  alive  the  repuo  ican  form  of  gov  rumeot  or 
the  democracy  of  the  Uniied  States  it  was  the 
town  goveii  ment,  »  here,  every  man  stands  equal ; 
«h-re  the  rich  man  and  fie  poor  uunactsideby 
side  anu  t  ike  an  i  tei>st  in  tbe  affairs  of  G-aYern- 
ment.  Thev  all  turned  out  and  took  pan  in  it  in 
New  E  _>land;  especially  it  advanc  d  that  spirit  of 
independence  for  which  Ne-v  E  gland  was  re- 
markable 10  comparison  •  ito  people  of  oiber 
pnrtio  sot  the  Ui  ited  States.  I  say,  sir,  that  if 
there  is  anvtbi  g  fat  i«  going  to  destroy  our  re- 
publican fori,  of  government,  it  is  the  agiiiegatioa 
of  ceople  into  'a  ge  cities.  Ana  wbv?  Simply 
this,  si  :  because  latge  cities,  aggr  gating 
P'pulation,  also  aggresat5"  wealth.  Wealth 
wants  to  get  imo  larger  cities.  You  uotice  u  in 
Boston  a  d  New  York.  A  class  of  people  spriog 
up  in  tne  comm  mity  who  are  so  tak  u  up  with 
busim  ss  concerns,  wbo  are  o  taken  up  with  the 
accumulation  of  a  fortune,  that  they  have  no 
time  to  devoie  to  the  mtere-ts  of  ti  e  town.  And 
what  is  ihe  consequecce?  That  those  who  have 
nothing  to  lose  and  eveiythiig  to  gain  be 'ome 
prominent  in  p'  litics.  Those  who  are  really  crimi- 
nal" in  politics  are  those  men  who  ?re  rich  and 
wc.al' hy  and  should  take  part  in  political  affars 
but  abstain.  Thev  do  not  rake  any  part  in  the 
politico  of  tie  city  in  which  'hey  live;  aud 
as  a  corsequeuce,  what  do  they  do?  In  seeking 
to  avoid  being  govtined  by  a  certain  class  oil 
voters  in  the  com  nullify,  they  tun  to  the  opposite 
extreme  of  centralization  and  put  the  power  into 
the  bands  of  somebody  who  will  guara  tee  to 
them  perfect  ti  anqnillit\  and  ease ;  and  so  thev  go 
frutno  e  extreme  to  another.  In  tbe  town  nvet- 
ing  tveryboov  takes  an  interest,  and  toe  rich  and 
poor  meet  on  equal  gro  jo  d.  They  are  alive  to  every 
advantage  of  a  republican  fo.m  of  govenment 
Now,  >ir ,  it  we  could  have  a  io»n  goveromentit 
would  be  the  best ;  but  we  cannot  have  ir.  There 
is  no  hall  or  bulbing  laige  enough  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  as  a  necessity  the  ciry  of  Boston  s.nd 
other  leree  cities  of  tbe  Ui  itec  States  have  to  te- 
sort  to  a  repr  sentauve  fotm  of  Government,  and 
delegate  to  cettain  persons  tbe  powers  which  pri- 


marily belong  to  them.  Now  the  city  of  Boston 
proposes  10  have  a  new  charter,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  question  now  is  rhis:  Is  it  expedieat 
at  this  time?  th''  form  of  charter  such  as  is  pro- 
posed; is  it  cpedieut  to  have  co  omissions? 
an ■>  it  expedient  to  hf.ve  commissions,  is  it  exoedi  - 
eut  that  the  per  ons  who  shall  be  meinbei?  of 
these  several  commissions  shall  be  appointed  v>y 
ihe  Executive;  thati;,  by  the  Mayo' ;  or  shall 
tbey  be  elected  by  the  representatives  ot  the  whole 
peoi  le  like  the  Mayor,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
ami  the  Common  Council?  That  seems  to  me  to 
br  tne  question  tor  us  to  cnsider.  Now,  sir,  if 
the  members  of  the  Council  will  read  over 
the  chart" v  they  will  find  that  so  tar  as 
the  election  of  the  City  Clerk  is  coocsrnea, 
so  far  as  the  election  of  the  Auditor  is  concerned, 
so  far  as  the  election  ot  the  Collector  of  Taxes  is 
concerned,  it  is  but  a  tiansciipt,  as  you  might  say, 
of  rhe  pieseot  city  charter.  The  power  of  election 
is  ail  provided  for.  The  An  itor  or  AccouitS  and 
the  whole  of  this  department  exist  to  .ay,  and  in 
fact  it  seems  to  me  th<u  the  question  u  view  of 
this  charter  is  as  to  the  maimer  ot  their  elec- 
tion. Firrt  -  Wbet' e1  it  i--,  expedie  t  to 
incorporate  it  into  the  for-n  proposed ;  aod 
secondly,  whether  it  is  expedient  that  these  peo- 
ple should  be  nomiuateo  by  the  Mayer  End  con-, 
firmed  by  the  Ciiy  Council.  It  seems  to  ma,sir, 
that  thb  commissioners  >bo  formed  lb'*  order 
too  -  the  feel:ngs  of  the  persons  who  w  re  opposed 
altogethei  to  commissions.  Now  if  ibosewboare 
opposed  to  commissions  -voulo  look  iver  the  cnar- 
ter,  they  would  fir  d  th*t  so  far  «s  the  establish- 
ment of  comxissiois  is  concerned,  everything 
relating  to  it  exi  ts  in  our  city  cha  tee.  Only 
it  seen  s  to  me  that  ihe  division  of  the 
powers  granted  to  the  several  commissioners 
is  moie  judicious  and  is  better  in  the  new  city 
chariei  than  in  the  old.  Take,  for  instance,  what 
is  today  called  the  Street  Comxissien.  tn  the 
drafi  adooted  by  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  thev 
were  ca'led  Stieet  Commissioners;  in  che  craft 
ori£in>lly  reported  bv  the  comrais.  ioi  'hey  were 
called  the  B'lani  ofPab'ic  Worns.  They  have  the 
power  which  every  on  -.  will  at  once  co.  csde  tney 
ought  to  have,  and  that  is  this:  Tbe  uew 
city  chirtei  proposes  that  tbey  shall  havnuot 
oi;iy  tbe  control  of  the  st  eecs,  but  also  ot  the 
eewers  aru  the  lamps  that  beio\  g  to  it.  No"/  that 
i<  but  just  aud  proper.  That  v  a  matcei  if  ecoo- 
omy  for  the  iny.  It  is  but  right  that  one  depart- 
ment should  have  comrol  of  everything  relating 
to  the  streets,  and  the  new  charter  gives  it 
so.  Nooody  will  ooubt  that  thjre  is  per- 
haps a  necessity  for  ?  Police  Commission.  I 
can  s-e  very  w.  U  wnere  this  Police  Commi-- 
sion  could  be  usen  in  conufctinn  with  ^he 
license  law.  We  have  a  police  under  the 
license  1^  w  who  have  very  little  to  do.  I  voted  to 
pay  a  very  Utge  salary  to  the  .Police  Coa  mission- 
ed. Issemy  friend  from  Ward  16  i:- smiling  at 
me,  and  sees  that  I  have  been  mistaken  Ican 
easily  sse  how  these  com missioDers  could  bave 
control  of  the  police  and  do  tbe  whole  of  it,  and 
that  expense  could  be  save  i  to  the  city.  I  can  see 
where  a  Water  Commissioner  would  be  of  great 
use.  But  toe  propose!  citv  charter  scarcely  con- 
tains anything  that  the  new  city  cnarter 
does  not,  excepting  in  tbe  division  of  the 
powers  which  ate  granted  to  some  of  the 
commisioas,  I  think  for  tne  better.  Now  th? 
chief  question,  I  think,  aad  that  which  is  troubling 
the  m'uds  of  a  /reatmany  people  and  i«  tbe  cause 
of  great  anxiety  to  a  "large  number,  is  that 
the  new  city  cha  ter  goes  f  ui  toer  than  the  pieseot 
charter  in  this,  tbat  it  takes  from  ihe  Council  tbe 
appoiu  ting  power,  or  the  appointment  of  ihose 
men  who  aie.  to  pe/fonn  this  commission  i*ork, 
anu  places  it  in  the  bands  of  the  Executive  of 
tbe  city.  The  reason  urged  for  that  is  that 
somebony  should  he  responsible  for  these  ap- 
poiate-s  to  office;  that  the  Cny  Council,  as  ihe 
gentlemen  from  Ward  9  said,  have  a  feeling  that 
the  uom iiiation  of  Jihn  Brown  instead  ot  John 
Jones  for  any  position  on  these  commissions 
would  oiobabiy  depend  upon  whether  my  fuend 
to  the  right  or  to  the  left  rose  up  and  first  caught 
the   President's    eve,  a  d    offend  a  motion  that 

Messrs.  ,  ivith    as    many  as    the    Board   of 

Aloermen  might  join,  be  a  commit  ee  to  nomi- 
nae  a  Sweet  Commissioner.  Tbe  object  sought  by 
tb»  commissioners  w<,«  to  ptovide  that  some  man 
should  be  responsible  fort  e  appointment  of  these 
officers,  and  they  decided  that  thar  ma',  should  bu 
tbe  Mayor.  The  centlsmai  fiom  Ward  10,  in  his 
veiy  able  argument,  has  a  plea  for  the  division  of 
the  consideration  of  the  legislative  and  the  Ex- 
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ecutive  which,  if  he  has  coosidered  the  way  in 
which  the  Government  should,  be  carried  on,  was 
a  very  abie  pi  a  —That  the  Execuive  should  have 
the  appointment  of  toese  me,.,  and  toat  the  legis- 
lative should  take  care  of  iiself,  aod  that  we 
should  follow  the  model  of  the  United  States 
Government.  W  11,  sir,  that  i*  a  tiling-  I  have 
thought  very  seriously  of  myself.  I  had  my 
grave  doubts  about  it.  But,  sir,  when  the 
gentleman  from  Waid  10  spoSe  about  the  sspara- 
tion  of  the  executive  acd  the  legislative,  and  the 
appoi :  tment  of  these  persons  by  the  Chief  Exec- 
utive af  ier  the  manner  of  the  President  at  Wash- 
ington, a  serious  douot  as  to  the  advisability  of 
that  course  came  into  mv  uind,  and  tn=s  reasons 
that  will  guiae  me  in  voting  against  the  appoint- 
rxent  by  tns  Mayor  of  anv  of  these  com  a  issi  >ns, 
though  I  should  fava  commissions  wbeie  they 
are  a^eaed,  and  shall  favor  them,  are  these:  In 
the  Umt°d  States  Government,  in  the  model 
wiiich  we  ha^e  copied,  th^re  is  i.ot  a  member  of 
thi^  Council  that  ^i'l  not  acimowlertge  that  the 
mos'  corrupting  influsnces  today  in  our 
politics  is  tbac  which  packs  caucuses  and  rolls 
logs  and  lays  pipes.  I  oat  is  a  terrible  influence 
wh'ch  the  admi.  istrstion,  be  it  Democratic  oc  Re- 
publican, can  exeicisu  at  any  el-ction,  State  or 
national,  in  oui  Gjveroment  today.  The  evil  is 
gro  viog  day  by  day  until  *  e  do  not  know  whrie  it 
is  gjiog  to  cease.  Some  40,000  or  50,000  men  ap- 
pointed by  the  Coief  Kxecutive  at  Washington,  as 
the  gentleman  said,  fiom  ths  highest  prime  min- 
ister down  to  the  humblest  lefter-cairier- 
wculd  be  an  army  interested  in  canying 
on  the  administration  in  rne  way  of  filling 
caucuses  or  helping  along  a  State  or  oanonal 
election.  How  nucb  more  daugeious  would  they 
beina  Municipal  Government  like  ours,  where 
the  field  is  Hmited,  wiieie  the  number  of  appoiot- 
m  nts  islarge,  ami  where,  ina  idition  to  all  that 
the  cb.rter  propose*,  the  persons  who  aretocon- 
trol  th- electio  ,  the  inspecids  ana  clerKsare  to 
he  appointed  by  that  s.tue  Executive,  three  from 
eacn  ward  ot  the  city.  Gentlbmeo  will  oeihaps 
sav  10  me  that  that  thing  cannot  happen;  that 
it  is  au  utter  impossibility.  I  tell  you, 
sir,  that  this  plan  affoids  a  great  op- 
portunity, ana  it  is  just  as  likely  to  be 
productive  of  evil  as  of  good.  The  B  >ard  of  Alder- 
meu  and  the  Common  Couocil  -:re  just  as  compe- 
tent a^  anybody  else  to  select  coinpeieut  m;n.  I 
have  no  onubt '  we  may  again  have  a  Chief  Execu- 
tive, as  a  gent  eman  has  saio  we  have  nad,  com- 
pared with  whom  the  City  Council  or  the  Board 
ot  <Udermeo  would  be  far  more  competent  to  se- 
lect men  tor  all  these  commissions.  W~  have  had 
some  such  men  here,  i  be  geutleman  from  Ward 
12  says  he  can  recollect  the  time,  a>>d  I 
have  no  coubt  nianv  others  can  recollect 
it.  We  may  have  chem  again.  This  cen- 
tralization ot  power  ano  pat  ocage  in  the 
bands  of  on-  person,  whether  m  a  national,  State 
or  municipal  government,  can  be  productive  of 
nothing  bur.  evil  im.iead  of  good.  I  know  people 
will  say  that  we  will  secure  more  honest  peisous. 
Now,  sir,  I  would  i ather  rru^t  tne  average  hon- 
esty ot  a  Board  of  Aldermen  s&lected  from  tne 
same  constituency  as  the  Mayor,  precisely,  and 
the  average  houe»ty  of  a  Council  ibat  comes 
somewhat  ■  eater  the  people.  I  »ou'd  rather  trust 
the  aveiage  honesty  ot  two  ruch  bodies  in 
the  long  run  than  to  trust  my  fortune 
in  the  hands  of  any  one  person,  I  care 
not  how  gieat  or  how  good  he  may  be. 
lhj  ueooie  say  there  uiust  be  some  responsibility 
somewhere.  Weil  now,  sir,  who  ciu  vou  blame? 
If  I  appoint  a  man  tomorrow  who  comes  to  me 
with  toe  highest  recommendation,  whoui  every- 
body indorses  as  beug  honest,  agaiast  s-hose 
Character  nobody  can  say  ought,  and  in  the  course 
ol  three  nouths  in  his  official  capacity  in  City 
Hall  he  prove"  lecreant  to  his  trust,  ami  steals, 
or  does  something  else.,  who  can  be  blamed  ?  You 
ce'tainly  cann  t  pliints  the  Ma^oi  who  ap- 
points him.  He  say*,  "I  have  investigat- 
ed that  man's  character,  and  up  to  now 
he  never  committsn  anv  wrong."  He  was 
tried  a  d  found  wantng.  No  more  could 
yon  blame  him  who  selected  Judas.  He  was  tried 
aod  found  wanting,  and  that  is  all  that  can  be 
said  about  him.  You  av  the  Mayor  most  be  re- 
sponsihe  for  this  man;  but  you  cannot  hod  any 
fault.  The  only  thing  you  can  do  when  he  is 
goiltv  of  malfeasance  in  business  is  to  turn  him 
out  and  the  Board  of  Aldenuen  ana  Common 
Cornell  will  be  just  as  ready  to  turn  out  a  man 
untrue  and  u  faithful  to  his  tuist  as  any  man 
who  stands  as  the  Chief  Executive  of  this  city. 


The  idea  that  is  incorporated  in  this 
charter,  it  seems  to  me,  is  this,  that  the 
person  selectee  as  Mayor  cy  the  people  is  elected 
to  this  trust,  just  as  ihe  twelve  prrsons  elected  by 
the  same  co  stitueuts,  or  seventy-two  {persons 
elected  by  the  s*me  oeople.  Now,  I  ao  not  be- 
lieve in  it.  1  may  be  wrong  in  my  ideas,  but  my 
reflections  make  me  oppo  td  to  it.  We  snould 
have  commissions;  I  think  we  need  them.  I  think 
we  neea  trained  men  to  carry  on  the  Government 
here.  1  think  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aloer- 
men  cancot  devote  that  time  to  cenain  duties 
which  aie  required  of  theai.  though  three 
competent  tueo,  who  have  made  the  sub- 
ject the  study  of  their  lives  can  oo 
it.  I  think  the  S12,000  oi  $14,000  paid 
for  saiaiies  is  more  than  made  up  by  the 
economy  with  which  i hey  carry  on  the  brandies 
of  business  intrusted  to  thsm.  I  think  m  the 
City  Government  we  should  have  a  Board  of 
Public  Works,  widen  should  have  under  its  con- 
trol rne  streets,  sewers  and  limps,  so  that  when 
the  streets  are  laid  out  and  paved  the  Se  *er  De- 
partment shall  not  come  along  three  or  four  months 
aftetwaids  an  i  tear  up  the  streets  to  put  dowa 
sewers,  and  the  Lamp  Department  com-  along 
and  do  something  else;  and  all  of  that 
has  to  come  out  of  the  taxpayers.  If  it  was  under 
one  department  they  would  escape  the  everlasting 
expense.  1  believe  tve  ought  to  have  a  police 
commissio. ,  but  I  cannot,  with  the  present  tightl 
have,  vote  for  the  apo^intme.t  of  all  these  meu 
who  are  to  fill  tiese  various  commissions  by  any 
one  person.  I  think,  sir,  that  the  peoole  could  be 
intrusted  with  tins.  It  has  been  safe  t  >  trust  them 
with  the  selection  of  ihe  Stieet  Commissioners — 
even  tne  wnolepeoffle.  If  you  caniot  trust  the 
people,  of  aK,epi.b1ican|Governmeut,wbom  can  you 
trust?  We  miaht  as  well  fail  up  here  at  ooce  and 
acknowledge  that  this  lepublican  form  ot  gov- 
ernment is  not  successful  because  the  selection  of 
its  officers  cannot  be  left  with  the  people  who 
have  no  interest  in  its  welfare,  but  wuo  are  guid- 
ed only  bv  selfish  motives  and  selfish  con:idera- 
tions.  If  such  be  the  case  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
the  people  who  are  to  blame  for  it  are  some  of 
the  veiy  persons  who  are  most  aDxious  to  see  oow- 
er  cenri  alized.  If  perroos  would  take  the  interest 
io  this  subject  one  day  in  the  year  whicn  they 
give  to  then  private  business,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  bringing  up  anyrhing  of  this 
kino.  If  you  cannot  tiust  tne  people, 
wnom  can  yoo  trust?  If  you  cannot  trust  the 
representatives  of  the  people  to  select  good  mt  n, 
whom  can  vou  trust?  1  have  given  tin*  uif.tter  a 
great  deal  of  thought  ana  study.  I  was  lather  m- 
cnneo  in  the  beginning  to  go  tor  all  this  en  -  iter, 
but  after  thinking  this  matter  over  careiullj  and 
considerately,  while  I  shall  vote  for  the  passage  of 
the  charter  io  its  second  readi  jg,  I  retrve  to  my- 
self the  light  to  make  all  the  amendments  I  have 
to  suggest  or  which  I  have  suggested  in  my 
speech  tonight. 

Mr.  Jaques — Before  the  gentle Jian  concludes 
his  remarks  I  should  like,  as  an  honest  inquirer 
after  truth,  to  ask  him  a  questiou.  He  Ins  laid 
most  stress  upon  tne  apooin i meet  or  t  omi nation 
—for  I  don't  u  derstaud  that  the  clia>ter  provides 
that  the  Mayor  snail  appoint— or  tue  commission- 
ers bv  the  Mavor.  He  has  reiser]  a  point  whicn  1 
tnink  has  oeen  senouslv  consideied  i,y  all  who 
have  studied  the  charter.  The  question  I  wish  to 
ask  is,  if  he  can  suggest  any  mode  of  notuinanng 
these  officers  by  which  we  "could  get  at  ihe  real 
expression  of  the  Council?"  The  oiffioul- 
ty  in  the  preseut  system  ot  nomina  nic- 
er electing  officers  is,  to  us°  *a  slang  expiession 
of  the  day,  that  everything  is  cut  and  dii-r .  The 
difficultv'nieets  us  it  our  primary  n.reti  es,  as 
well  as  >  ere.  and  >t  is  the  great  stumbling  b'ock 
which  keeps  hoii-st  and  well-meauiug  persons 
away  from  the  caucuses.  In  tje  early  pari  of 
tbe  vest  it  was  luought  to  my  notice  as  being  one 
of  tne  most  dangerous  weaknesses  of  our  mode  of 
proceeding  in  regard  to  the  nomination  of  our 
city  officers.  I  need  not  go  into  details,  as  they 
have  b°eo  touched  upon  by  my  colleague 
from  Ward  9,  and  alluded  to  by  the  gertleman 
from  Waid  7.  Wtat  I  want  io  get  :i'  is  HOW  sat)  iln 
members  of  this  bodyfeei  that  tnevie.lh  l.ave 
au  opportunity  lo  know  who  thev  are  voting  for, 
ana  whether  they  have  obtained  good  nomina- 
tions—ho  >  we  can  put  some  guard  against  the 
dauger  that  we  now  have,  bt  Selfishly  inter- 
ested men  preparing  these  nominations  ami  seour- 
ingai  eooriuux  advantage  over  toe  great  inijori- 
ty  of  ihe  Council,  who  have  BO  such  preparation. 

Mr.  Shaw— 1   want    to   correct   one   statement, 
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made  bv  the  gentleman,  it  seems  tome,  bv  inad- 
vertence. He  says  thev  shall  be  Loruinatert.  In 
everv  .  ingle  instance  the  chaitei  savs  the  Mayor 
"shall  appoint." 

Mr.  Jaques  -  Subject  to  the  approval  of  tbe  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Sbaw— Tbat  point  was  discussed  tbe  other 
evening.  It  is  re«liy  nothing  but  the  ipse  dixit 
of  tbe  Mayor.  I  asKeo  who  ever  knew  a  nomina- 
tion uiaoe  by  bit)  Sionoi  tbe  Mayor  t.>  be  rejected, 
aod  mv  friend  fio.n  Ward  11  rose  ano  sa'd  be 
knew  of  of  e.    I  knew  or  one — a  relative  oc  bis. 

Mr.  How.as  of  Ward  11— I  b*g  t  e  gentleman's 
pardon.    He  is  oot  a  relative  ol  mine. 

Mr.  Shaw— He  bears  the  sao.  e  name  and  lives  in 
the  same  wsnd,  and  a  very  excellent  gentleman  be 
is. 

Mr.  Jaques— 1  hope  tbe  gentleman's  re  narks 
w'.U  not  throw  tne  Con.icil  off  then  guard.  The 
question  I  asked  has  been  pondered  over  by 
every  member  of  the  Council,  and  was  nor,  an- 
swered. Trie  ge<  tlemao  from  Ward  7  has  eiven  it 
a  great  deal  oftuoughi.and  he  ha-  much  practical 
experience.  At  any  ran-,  it  is  a  question  ihat 
needs  prai  tioal  disaussiou  here— <vhe  her  there  is 
any  better  mode  of  making  nominations. 

Mr,  Fitzgecald— Inasmuch  a-  all  human  works 
must  be  more  or  less  imperfect,  I  presume  out 
nominations  must  partake  more  or  less  or  the  im- 
perfections of  humao  iature.  I  tjave  tneugbt  it 
over  and  can  see  that  w  ere  a  member  of  tuis 
Council  is  obliged  to  vote  for  a  person  be  docs  not 
know,  1  don't  see  how  he  is  in  anv  worse  predica- 
ment than  if  rhe  no  >  inanot  w»re  made  by  the 
Mayor.  If  the  selectioa  is  left  to  two  or  rbree 
members  of  tois  branch  and  two  or  t*>ree  of  the 
board  of  Aldermen,  I  can't  see  *hy  their  rep-rt 
cannot  be  taken  as  .vail  as  that  up>u  any 
ottiei  question  referred  lo  th<-m.  We  rely 
upon  their  wisdom,  good  sense  aod  judg- 
ment and  honesty  to  do»  what  thev  think 
is  tht  best  thing  under  tbe  ciicuaista.ces.  That 
is  one  reason  why  we  should  bQ  indu  ed  to  vote 
for  a  measure  o>  nomination  they  reconm  eno  ; 
but  tbat  should  not  be  oil.  Eacn  member  should 
make  aptr.-onal  investigation.  The  city  of  Bos- 
ton l  ■  n't  so  large  thai  we  cat  not  find  ott,  if  the 
nominations  he  over  a  weeli,  as  the  rule  requires, 
what  kind  of  a  char  cter  tbs  man  Da-.  I  remem- 
ber a  shoit  rime  ajo  that  I  itcijimeiids'i  ayoung 
man  whom  I  knew  very  well  for  that  position 
sought  bv  S"  many  ar>d  found  by  so  few—?,  police 
officer.  After  a  lorg  time  ht  was  nominated 
and  bis  name  was  laii  over  on  week;  and  they 
actually  found  out  that  when  he  was  eleven  years 
old  he  su^e  some  pe<iiuts  and  gingerbread,  iu 
company  with  tmi  ?r  three  othei  boys.  Some- 
body kne*  enough  to  tell  tbe  Mayoi  about  it  and 
the  jouig  man  coulo  n't  be  apaoin  ed  I  am 
uridei  tba  ixoressioo  that  if  a  coaimvtt-e  select 
tkiveineo  whos  character  does  'r  co  ne  up  to 
the  standard  there  are  friends  enough  of  di°ao- 
pointed  applicants  who  will  be  glao  e  oueh  to 
poiut  out  ihe'r  weak  poiats.  If  that  would  n't  do, 
I  tbirk  it  "  ould  be  a«  well  to  let  tbe  Mavor  have 
a  veto  upon  the  nomination  beie,  asueisa  part 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Crocke.  of  Ward  6— It  seems  to  me  that  this 
discussion  as  carried  on  at  pre.eoi  is  leading  us 
nowhere.  It  we  could  take  up  th  charter  and  see 
wn  th:r  »e  shouu.  vot«  to  bave  these  commis- 
sioners apoointtd  by  the  Mavor  cr  elected  bv  the 
Cou  dl.  we  should  i  hen  grt  at  the  wi  h  of  tbe 
Council  upon  tbe  subiect.  We  now  have  a  mo- 
tion betoie  us,  and  until  it  is  discos-  d  of  I  don't 
see  how  we  can  get  the  opinion  "f  th?  Council 
upon  any  other  matter.  Tee  gentle  nan  from 
Ward  5  lcoked  ove>  the  "barter  and  founn  it  full  of 
bugbev  s  and  "ipse  dixits"  a:  dthereftre  -»:e  must 
throw  the  whole  thisg  overboard.  But  what  the 
Council  want  to  consider  is  whether  theie  are  too 
many  ipse  dixits  in  it,  and  if  there  ate,  to  take 
some  of  thein  out.  They  may  wart  to  take  from 
the  Mayor  some  of  the  power  that  the  charter 
gives  him.  But  realty  we  are  making  no  progress 
toward  the  settlement  of  this  question.  If  we 
should  consider  the  oiffsient  branches  of  the 
charter  and  discuss  them  unfl  vote  upon  the  dif- 
ferent questions  tbat  arise,  we  would  soon  find 
out  tLe  opinion  of  tte'  Council;  aod  a«  1  thick 
it  is  get  erally  admitteo  that  we  need  a  new 
or  a  greatly  modified  chartt  r,  we  shall  find 
out  tbe  Council's  opinion  of  what  the  char- 
ter ought  to  be.  That  is  r-ally  what  ve 
wain  to  know.  But  we  are  tow  talking  about  one 
thmg,  ana  jumping  trom  one  fubj  ct  to  arother; 
talki  g  about  th  Mayor,the  efficiency  of  the  Fire 
ard  Heal ib  commissions,  and  a  thousand  things 


jumoled  up  togethei,  but  nothiag  is  settled,  aud 
wu  don't  get  ahead  at  all.  I  hone  we  shall  dis- 
cuss tie  merits  of  the  substitute,  dispose  of  it, 
and  then  pio".eed  io  consi  er  tne  charter  and  dis- 
pone of  the  questions  raised  in  it  a '  we  reach 
them. 

ot  citizens  of  Boston,  who.  altbougn  taey  may  be 
distinguished  by  wealth  or  station,  urn  numerically 
Mr.  Wnitmore  ot  War;  4 — I  have  waited  till 
what  I  tiust  is  the  enu  of  this  decate  to  remind 
the  Council  toat  not  merely  one  specific  matter  is 
befoieus.but  two  very  distinct  motions  which  I 
bad  tbe  honor  to  offer,  and  upon  which  we  are 
now  about  io  vote.  In  nukiug  tbe  uiotio a  that  it 
was  inexpedient  to  establish  cemmissious  by 
statute,  I  tDink  I  have  gone  a  long  way  in  settling 
a  mattei  which  has  bien  much  ag  tated,  and 
which  has  been  touched  upon  ay  ihe  gentle- 
man from  Waid  7.  I  stated  at  tbe  last  meet- 
n  g  that  I  'bought  tbe  Council  weie  fully 
excuse. i  from  any  complaint  made  against 
them  of  uuwillmgness  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject, owii  g  to  ihe  fact  that  it  is  placed  i a  such  a 
shiiiio'tLit  all  tie  inemLers  are  not  expected  to 
understar  d  it.  I  framed  the  oid?r  as  1  did  be- 
cause 1  think  we  find  in  it  an  explaoatiou  ot  the 
face  that  the  public  geueiaHy  o  oot  desire  any 
change  io  the  present  charter.  The  demand  for  a 
cha  ge  comes  t'>  us  fioin  a  very  few  iuc'ividuais. 
Io  point  of  fact  it  is  urged  by  a  veiy  limited  circle 
few.  Crrtainly  the  gieac  mass  of  citizens  nave 
presfin'ed  no  petitions'  here  or  to  the  Legis'ature, 
and  rhe  ma  ter  has  been  pressed  bv  the  influence 
and  wishes  of  the  clashes  ro  well  described  by  the 
gentlexian  from  Ward  7.  The  wealthier  part  of 
ton  community  desire  a  change  iu  rhe  charter  in 
order  to  give  grearer  stability  to  the  Government, 
and  take  the  power  cut  of  tbe  nanus  of  the  people. 
My  objection  to  having  the  system  i,lterei  oy 
statute  is  tbat  it  will  take  oowet  atvav  tiom  the 
people;  and  that  is  the  true  reasor,  I  think,  »ny 
the  people  are  organizing  upon  wrat  is  called  the 
anti-c>m  nissio  basis.  They  feel  tbat  tb is  move- 
ment L>  to  take  from  them  the  power  they  n:w 
have.  We  all  know  that  m  New  Yoi  k, 
a  tew  ytars  ago,  there  were  great  and  griev- 
ous complaiuts  against  corruption  iu  high 
places;  the  conuol  ot  city  politics  bad  passed 
intotje  bands  of  unscrupulous  men.  But  vhen 
the  state  o<  New  York  proi  osea  to  alter  tbe 
charter  tbe  rich  men  ann  taxiayers  retuoed  to 
accept  any  alterations  tbey  could  possibly  avoid. 
They  preteired  to  be  swindled  bv  their  fellow 
citizens,  rather  than  to  be  put  into  th"  hands  of 
mdependit  c  mimissiuns.  I  think  that  is  the 
feeling  here  today;  and  the  opposition  to  the  at- 
tempted charge  i-  tbe  charter  lies  in  the  fact 
that  it  the  L'  gislatura  once  takes  away  the 
power  'rom  the  City  Government  it  will 
rot  be  easy  to  recover  it  a^aio.  1  tiust, 
therefore,  --hat  tb-  o  cer  I  have  offered  will  be 
pa-setl  in  toe  form  in  which  I  p  esented 
u.  lr  the  second  tlace,  1  have  presented  a 
scheme  which,  though  embraced  in  a  verv  tew 
words — I  am  cotfide  tit  has  not  been  de :  iet>  by 
any  person  »ho  has  snoken  upon  it— will  make  a 
great  change  in  the  City  Government.  It  laoors 
unoer  the  misfortune  of  being  verv  biief.  It  is 
rot  emDiaced  in  seventy  pages,  but  in  half  a 
dozen  lines.  It  is  tuit  hereafter  tbe  Common 
Council  shall  hold  the  power  heretofore  held  ex- 
clusivelv  by  the  Board  ot  Aldermen.  If  that 
pro»..sition  is  accepted  and  sent  to  the  other 
brandi,  you  niav  be  confident  that  you  are  not 
making  *  slight  offer,  but  vou  ar.-  in  reality  pro- 
posing a  chang-  as  sweeping  as  tbat  proposed  ov 
the  Board  of  Ald-rmen  to  lis.  I  have  listened  with 
a  great  deal  of  amusemect  to  tbe  o-opositions 
ma  le  by  some  of  i  be  speakers.  Particularly  have 
I  been  amuse  a>  tbt- challecge  to  define  nyself 
upon  the  subject  of  ^ornmissiocs.  T«i  o  weeks  ago 
I  exprts-ed  my  opinions,  and  they  site  printed  in 
the  minutes  of  tbe  Council  acd  can  be  read  by  any 
one  interested.  I  can  only  „ay  this;  tnatl  have 
never  beard  of  a  m»rnber  of  this  Com  <:il  lefusing 
to  consent  to  the  appointmeot  of  a  suitable  person 
to  perform  the  runcuons  of  the  Government, 
when  it  was  deemed  necessary.  We  see  before  us 
a  gentlei  an  taking  do  vn  rapidly  and  care- 
Jully  the  words  falling  from '  my  unwor- 
thy* lips.  However  convenient  it  may  be  to 
have  that  duty  performed,  yet  we  should' resent  it 
if  tbe  State  prescribed  by  sratute  tbat  an  official 
shoui  i  do  if.  That  is  tbe  diffeienc-  betweeo  com- 
missions established  and  controlled  by  the  City 
Council,  and  those  which  will  be  forced  uaon  us 
by  statute  in  the  chart  r  which  tfe  gentlemen  have 
brought  to  us.    So  lo  ig  as  the  power  is  in  tne  City 
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Government,  it  is  virtually  within  reach  of 
the  citizens  of  Boston ;  hut  when  this  char- 
ter is  adopted  by  the  L-gislature  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  people— or  forced  uoo ■•  the 
oeople— tben  the  power  is  taken  from  the 
hands  of  the  people.  It  is  exactly  or.  ac- 
count of  that  diffeienee  between  tbt>  tw •>  kinds  of 
commissions,  that  I  sav  I  am  a  commission  man 
in  one  seise  and  an  anti-commission  man  10  the 
sense  intended  io  tbi=  charter.  This  charter  is  in- 
tended to  take  away  the  power  from  the  people  of 
Boston,  because  certai  /  persons  have  an  undue 
desire  to  wrest  from  tne  people  their  ptesent  po*- 
er.  I  trust  that  no  gentl^rnaa  will  vot*  for  or 
asrai' st  the  charter  without  uride'rstani ing  this 
questiou.  Probably  very  few  members  of  tlie 
Council  have  lead  the  charter  through,  section  by 
section;  but  I  claim  to  have  done  so,  although, 
perbaps,  I  do  not  thoroughly  undei stand  ir.  I 
have  examined  it  and  collated  it  witn  the 
present  charter ;  and  I  can  tell  you  that  we  have 
seen  rouignt  tne  effect  of  two  or  tnree  examples 
of  what  is  embrace d  in  it.  A  large  part  of  our 
time  has  been  occupied  in  debating  the  subject  of 
offal;  yet  the  whole  ehaige  of  that  contract  is 
onlv  one  of  a  hundred  <r>atiers  to  be  given  to  one 
board  creat'd  by  tne  new  charter.  Wbefver 
you  tou  -h  that  new  charter  you  will  rind  that  it  is 
a  careful,  elaborate,  well  define  l  and  consistent 
scheme  to  take  away  all  the  powers  now  exercised 
by  ooth branches  of  the  City  Goveroment,  ana  put 
them  into  the  haods  of  irresooosible  paities,  who 
sball  be  termed  boards  or  commissions.  If.  un- 
fortunately, the  Cconeil  sboula  decide  to  vote  con- 
trary to  the  proposition  which  I  have  offeied,  and 
to  pass  a  vote  virtually  in  favor  of  tne  new  char- 
ter, I  predict  that  before  twenty  sections  of  ihe 
documenr  have  been  read  it  will"  he  impossible  to 
obtain  a  full  hearing  upon  'he  subject.  The  doc- 
ument is  full  of  rigid,  carefully  drawn  provisions 
for  hampering  the  power  of  the  people;  and  if 
you  take  it  up  section  by  section  I  chink  tae  truth 
of  mv  words  will  be  apparent  to  every  one. 

Mr.  Kimball— Tt  strikes  me  that  the  gectleman 
from  Ward  4  ana  others,  who  hav-  spofeentouight 
and  on  previous  evenlugs,  have  hardly  been  fair 
in  endeavoring  to  imoressupoo  the  Council  tbat, 
unless  the  substitute  is  adopted,  the  chatter  as 
amended  bv  the  Boaid  ot  Alter  i  eo  is  to  b-  swal- 
lowed whole.  It  seems  to  me  toat  that  is  as  far 
fr:<tn  the  tiue  state  of  the  case  as  possible.  If 
the  amendm-  it  ot  tue  g-ntleman  from  Ward  4  is 
adopted,  I  claim  .  that  it  does  oot  dispose  of  rue 
docum°nt— the  city  charter— before  tee  Council. 
We  sball  then  have  some'hing  to  do  wtb 
the  report  of  the  (ocrmittee.  If  the  substi- 
tute is  rejected,  what  iben?  I  hooe  we  shall 
commeuce  the  consideration  of  the  charter, 
that  we  shall  retain  what  is  gooa  and 
ttnow  out  what  ib  bad.  If  a  majority  of 
the  Council  think  we  "need  some  commissions,  let 
us  have  tbem;  and  if  thyo'o  not  think  we  need 
some  that  are  enumerated  in  the  charter,  )"t  us 
throw  tht  m  out.  After  haviiis  gone  over  tbe  doc- 
ument care'ully,  let  us  see  whether  there  is  more 
pow-rieftin  me  hanos  of  ihe  Mayor  than  the 
opponeuts  of  the  measure  believe  is  expedient. 
It  is  verv  easy  to  tase  certain  portions  of  the 
charter  and' sav,  See  what  they  bave  taken  from 
you.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be  nir.re  bone-',  in 
taking  up  those  portions  whicb  seem  to 
take  away  our  rights,  to  refer  also  to  tho-e 
portions  where  our  lights  are  guarded,  and  not 
lead  the  Council  to  nelieve"  tbat  no  rights 
are  to  be  left  tliem  if  we  adopt  the  new 
charter.  I  know  i  ot  what  influence  it  may  have 
upon  the  votes  of  the  gentlemen  h  re  upon 
the  substitute  offered  oy  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4,  and  without  inten  img  any  disrespect  to 
tbe  geutleuia?  from  Ward  5, 1  would  like  to  state 
that  as  I  reaci  the  prop  >sed  city  charter,  ther«  is 
not  ths  mere  approval— I  to  ioc  remember  the 
adjective  with  whi"h  it  was  qualified — that  has 
heietof ore  been  the  practice  in  appointments  by 
the  Mayor.  Iu  the  original  document  it  -vas  ois- 
tinet'y  provided  in  the  thirty-eighth  section 
toat  upon  every  appointment  made  by  tiie  Mayor, 
ihe  vote  should  be  taken  in  each  bianch  of  the 
Citv  Council  by  yea  and  l.ay  vote,  so  that  each 
member  shou'd  be  called  upon  publicly,  audit 
fhouli  go  upon  the  records  that  be  votea  ye  or 
nay  upon  every  appointment  which  came  from 
tbe  Mayor. 

Mr.  Shaw— I  suppose  the  gentleman  mean.-;  the 
one  that  is  not  be  lore  us. 

Mr.  Kimball— The  gentleman  will  find  it  in  the 
documert  oef  re  us,  No.  50,  on  page  14,  section 
44,    pioviding  that  in   all   cases  the    nominations 


shall  bs  suiject  to  the  approval  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil by  yea  and  ray  vote. 

Mr.  Shaw — Will  the  gentleman  read  section  45? 

Mr.  Kimball  [riding]—  "In  all  cases  where  an v- 
thiag  is  required  or  authorized  by  any  law  or  ordi- 
nance to  oe  doae  by  th-  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  shall  first  act  thereon ;  and 
every  such -order,  resolution  o~  vote  of  said  Board 
shall  he  presented  to  the  Mayor  for  dis  aopioval." 

I  oon't  know  why  I  was  requested  to  read  that 
sectioo.  There  is  on«  other  section,  if  I  remem- 
ber correctly,  io  the  reDort  of  tbe,  committee, 
which  furnished  ample  protection  to  rhe  City 
Council.  I  know  that  it  wks  Struck  froou  tbe 
committer's  leport  by  the  Aldermen,  but  I 
do  not  hesitate  to"  say  that  io  matter 
whar  city  charter  was  fra  v.ed,  if  this  Council 
should  adopt  it  with  that  section  (221)  omvted  I 
would  vott  against  i\  I  do  not  beiieve  m  taki' g 
away  all  ihe  power  from  tb  -  City  Council.  I  do 
i  ot  u  sitate  to  say  I  believe  in  ev'-ry  commission 
embraced  in  this  chatter,  and  I  believe  that  under 
tb.'in  the  affairs  of  tbe  city  would  be  more  hon- 
estly and  economically  administered  tb?.n  at  pres- 
ent. But  I  would  reserve  to  the  City  Council  the 
right  to  io, -tract  and  restrict  those  commissioners, 
as  provided  in  section  221  of  the  committee's 
draft.  If  we  should  brine  the  three  drafts 
of  the  charter  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Council,  with  such  light  as  the  experi- 
ence of  gentl-meo  at  this  board  can  fur- 
nish, and  Should  embody  tecttoi  221  in  it,  I  be- 
lieve we  couln  furnish  soeiethiug  tbat  would  sat- 
isfy the  Legislature,  the  City  Council,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  th*  citizens  of  Boston.  Before  sitting 
dowu,  I  *aut  to  teiter-re  what  1  saui  at  the  be- 
ginning. If  we  adopt  the  substitute,  what  sub 
stanlial  progress  a  a ve  we  made?  We  may  adopt 
it,  and  say  we  are  uot  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  c .  in  missions  by  statute.  I  believe  a 
majority  of  this  (Council  favor  the  establish- 
ment of  some  commission-  proposed  in  the 
new  charter,  though  perhaps  not  all;  but  the 
adoption  of  the  substitute  prevents  the 
establishment  of  any  commissions"  tt  all.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  said  tne  orders  ac- 
compao\iog  the  resolves  had  not  been  comnieut;d 
ur>r>n.  1  said  I  did  not  feel  inclined  to  discuss  tbe 
merits  of  the  charter.and  I  should  vote  against  that 
portio.  of  it  which  provides  that  members  of  the 
Couucil  *hall  be  en- -ted  for  two  years.  I  am  firm- 
ly of  the  faith  toat  it  is  better  that  this  branch  of 
the  Cty  Com icil  should  come  fiom  :he  citizens 
annual  y. 

Mr.  Sampson  ot  Ware  10  moved  that  the  vote  be 
takeu  at  10%  P.  M  (it   then  being  twenty  minutes 

aSt). 

Mr.  Flvun  of  Warn  7  ninv-d  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement  ot  the  whole  subject,  ud  called  for  the 
yeas  anil  nay-. 

After  a  brief  discussion,  the  yeas  a  J  nays  were 
ordered  and  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone 
was  lost — yeas  26,  nays  33. 

\"e.:s— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  B'mit,  Clarke, 
Collins,  Cushmau.  Dover  ux.  Duggan,  Edward-, 
Fitzpairiek.  t'lyn-i,  Harng..n.  Hicks,  Kelley, 
Ki:g-bui-y.  Kuagslsy.  Lappen,  iMoley.  Moojey, 
N^'/  ,  Osborne,  Rice,  Shaw,  Tiacher,  Wal  bridge, 

W:ilsh—  26. 

Nays— Messis.  Brack€te,Burdm,  Burgess,  Crock- 
er, Curtis,  Cushiug.  Damon,  Day.  Feit.  Fitzgerald, 
Goldtawait,  Grull  .  Harmon.  Hiscoek.  Hi 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Leightoo,  Loi  ing.  Fage.  reab'dy, 
Perkins.  Pierce,  S'a'ibpson,  Sprague,  Sweetser, 
Train,  Trull,  Wadswortb,  Whit  uore.  Wilbur.  Wili- 
cntt,  Wilsou— 33. 

Hi.  Kimball  moved  to  amend  Sir.  Sampson's 
motion,  so  that  the  yot"  coul.l  be  taken  at  -in  r, 
ami  Mr.  Sampson  accepted  it. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  moved  fch?  previous  question, 
butaftet  a  short  di-eu -sion.  it  appearing  that  it 
would  cut  off  all  amendments,  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Flyon  renewed  tne  moti  in  for  the  previous 
question',  and  tne  yeas  a-id  rays  being  ordered, 
ou  motion  Ol  Mi.  tVvkins  of  Ward  10.  it  wa  =  list 
— yeas  24.  inys  35. 

Teal— Messrs.  Ar.ilerso-.  Barry,  Kent.  Collins. 
Damon,  Devereux.  Duggan,  Kitz,  atri  k.  Flvnn, 
Huks.  Kelley.  Kingsbury,  Kin--,  v.  Laopen, 
Leighto...  MoleVi  Moon-=y.'  Nbyes,  Os'oorue,  Shaw. 
Thacher,  VValbrwee,  Waish.  Wilson— 24, 

Kays— Messrs.  Bi  aokert,  Burditt,  Burgi  ss.Clarke, 
Crocker.  Cu.-ti  .  Cu-'ii.  g.  Cu-hm,1.  .  Day,  E.f- 
Wards,  F  It.  Fitzgerald,  GolCthwait,  Guihf,  ll-ir- 
moo,  Harngan,  Hisrock,  Houe-,,1  uques.  Kimball, 
Loritg,  Page,  Pttbooy,  Pertans,  pierce,  Rice, 
Sanpson.  Spragu  .  Sweetsei ,  Tram.  Crull,  Wads- 
fjorfh,  Whitnioie.  Wi'luu.  A\"ilh'ii<: 
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Mr.  Sampson  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Ac  the  request  of  Mr.  Whit  more  the  question 
was  divided  and  a  vote  tak-n  o.  tne  substitute 
resolves  alone,  which  were  adopted,  yea«  34,  nays 
25: 

Navs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry.  Bent,  Clatke, 
Collins.  Ciishman,  Damon,  Devereux,  Duggau, 
Edwards,  Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Ha  men,  Haingan, 
Hicks,  H'seocf.Kcilcy,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley.Lap- 

Sen,  L>eignton,  Moley,  Moouey,  Noye-,  Osb  >roe, 
ilCb,  Sha -. ,  Lhacher,  Train,  Walbridge,  Walsh, 
Whitwuie,  V  nbur,  Wilson— 34. 

Ye  s— Messrs.  Uiack-tt,Burditt, Burgess, Crock- 
er ,  Curtis,  (  ashing,  Day,  Felt,  Fitzgerald,  (ioloth- 
"vait,  Gui  id,  Howes,  .liqut-,  Knnba'l,  Loring, 
Page.  Peabodv,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Sprague,  Sweetsei ,  Trull,  Wads  worth,  Willeutt— 25. 

The  question  wis  then  taken  on  the  substitute 
orders  aim  they  were  adopted— yeas  33,  nays  20: 

Yeas-Mes.-r-.  Anderson,  Barry.  Beut,  Clarke, 
Collin:-,  Cuslnn  p.  liamon,  Devertux,  Dutrgan, 
Edwards.  Fitzpatrick,  Flvnn,  Haunt".,  II  rrigan, 
Hicks.  Hiscock,  K  Hey.  Kingsbury,  Kmisley, 
Lappen,  Molev,  Moouey,  Noyes,  Osborne,  Rice, 
Shiw,  Thsicher,  Tram,  Walbridga,  Walsh,  Whit- 
more,  Wilbur,  W'l-on— S3. 

Nays  — Messrs.  Brackett,  Butditt,  Buiuess, 
Crocker,  Curtis.  Ci.shiiii,  Day.  Felt,  Fitzgerald, 
CiJtltuwait,  Guild,  Howes,  Jaqw>s,  Kimball, 
Leighton,  Loring*  Pag:-,  P'-abody,  Perkins, Pierce, 
Sanip-on,  Sprague,  Sw-etser,  Trull,  Wad-.worth, 
Wil'CUtt— 26. 

The  subsmute  resolve  a.  d orders  were  then  read 
a  second  time  aud  oassed,  as  follows  : 

It* solved,  That  in  the  opiviuo  of  the  Citv  Coun- 
cil it  is  inexpedient  t  ■  establish  by  statute  eotxi- 
missioes  or  boards  to  exercise  thepowetsiow 
hcln  bv  the  C  itv  Counei'  or  either  br  neb  thereof. 

Oroered,  Thai  his  Ho  or  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petitior  the  General  Couit  tor  amei-nments 
to  the  chart  pi  of  the  city  of  Boston,  as  fellows: 

First— That  the  term  of  office  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  aud  men/hers  of  th'  Common  Council 
be  fixed  at  twoyeais. 

Secood — That  the  powers  couteried  upon  the 
Board  oi  Aid  r.aen  Oy  sections  33  sn.d  i\  ot  the 
charter  ;'>e  transferred  to  the  C  ty  Council,  to  be 
exercise  >    s  pioviocd  by  section  3f>  ot  t tie  charter. 

o.dered,  mat  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
the  Revi-iun  ol  the  Chart 'i  be  insiructe. 1  to  pre- 
pare, with  the  assistance  of  the  City  Solicitor,  a 
statement  of  the  charges  ne>  tied  in  ihe  St  te 
legisl  .no. >  other  man  the  euartei,  to  translera'l 
other  power  held  exclusively  by  tne  Bo?rd  ot 
Aldermen  to  the  City  Council. 

A  motion  ;o  adjourn,  by  Mr.  fhacher,   was  lost. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order  to  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  the  oass:-ge  ot  the 
substitute  was  lest— 33  tor,  20  against. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Ihe  orders  authorizing  not  exceeding  $1000  to 
be  expended  for  watering  i  he  mrsets  around  the 
nub  ic  grounds,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  s.o- 
priate;l.  to  be  chargetl  to  Common  and  Public 
Grouuds;  to  appiopnale  not  exceeding  $417.35, 
foi  concreting  »«lks  on  Independence  square,  to 
be  tracsletied  from  Superintendence  aud  Labor 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds;  that  in  settle- 
ment o  -i  damages  tor  laying  out  anr"  exterd'Ug 
Swett  siteet,  the,  ourchas-  be  authorized  of  estate 
of  William  Hardy,  on  Swett  street  and  Dotchescer 
avenue,  at  not  exceeding  $6000.  to  be  charged  to 
appropria'ion  for  said  street;  and  to  transfer  $8570 
from  Reserved  Fund  to  Suffofk-stteet  Di-triot— 
were  severally  laid  on  the  table,  it  being  doubtful 
whether  the  necessary  two-thirds  of  the  mtrnbers 
were  present. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Flyun  of  Ward  7  submitted  tne  fol'cwmg: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  hav- 
ing in  charge  the  construction  of  Svstx  street, 
would  lesaecifuly  report  that  they  have.  '!unng 
the  last  few  mouths,  had  frequent  eonfere-  ces 
with  the  onaoap-ers  ot  the  New  Yoik  &  New  Eng- 
land Railioad  Corporation  for  the  purpose  of 
agreeing  upon  terms  by  which  the  grade  of  the 
tracks  of  said  railroao  could  he  raised  so  as  to 
allow  Swett  suest  to  pass  under  the  same,  and  a 
copy  of  ihe  official  communication  from  the  cor- 
poration in  relation  to  the  subject  is  appended. 

The  estimate  tor  ooiig  the  work  which  the  con- 
mi  tee  consider  desirable  ar.d  Decessary  to  be 
oon<>,  and  »hieb  have  been  examined  and  ap- 
proved by  the  City  Engin  er,  are  as  follows: 

For  building  a  bridge  over  Swett  street,  in- 
cluding the  cost  of  maintaining  the  same 
by  the  N^w  York  &  New   England  Rail- 


road       $22,000,00 

Abutments    tor    proposed    bridge    on    East 

Chester  park  extended 19,600.00 

For  filling  to  raise   the  gradt-  of  the  New 

York  <fc  New  England  Railroad  (including 

slopes),  13.IIUU  squares,  at  $5.00 05,000.00 

Bip  rap  wall  to  protect  slopes  of  riilroad, 

5000  square  yards  at  $1.00 5.000  00 

$lll,i>00.00 

The  committee  ore  ot  opimo.i  t'at  t'^e  besr  in- 
te.  ests  or  the  city  will  ae  subserved  by  raising  tne 
gtade  of  tne  lailroad  so  that  Sw-tt  street  can  oass 
under  it,  rather  than  that  the  street  should  have 
to  be  Bo  .  on:  tructeo  as  to  necessitate  its  beivg 
built  over  the  railroad,  and  th-y  also  believe  that 
the.  expense  of  thus  ch  inging  the  gr  de  of  the 
tracks  shook,  be  borne  by  the  city.  While  ihis 
woik  is  progressing  tnere  can  be  no  question  as  to 
the  expediency  of  buildirg  at  the  -ame  time  the 
abutments  for  the  proposed  railroad  r>ri:t«-e  on 
East  Chester  park  extended,  so  that  in  the  pros- 
pective laving  out  of  said  par*  item  pass  unoer 
the  railroad.  If  the  work  of  birlding  the  abut- 
ments is  delayed  until  the  actual  laying 
out,  the  city  will  be  -ubjected  to  gieai- 
er  exoense,  and  although  the  managers  of 
the  New  York  &  Nc  Englanc  Railroad 
do  not  make  their  offer  for  ooing  the  necessary 
yvork  for  changing  tbe  grade  of  tlieii  tia-ks  on 
SveU  street  uepeud  upoc  the  acceptance  a'.^o  of 
their  proposition  m  regard  to  the  (  iiesr;n-i»ark 
Budge,  vet  th-v  are  of  course  natuially  oesir.-us 
of  pioc^eding  with  t  e  latrei  work  at  the  present 
time,  so  as  to  avcio  any  future  interference  with 
the  road-bed  ot  tln-ir  facks. 

Tbe  committee  would, toerefjre. recommend  the 
past-atre  ot  th»  ?.ccoinpanyi'g  order,  so  that  the 
means  can  be  provided  for'car.ying  on  the  work 
without  <i 'lav.  For  the  committee, 

James  J.  Flynn. 

Otdered,  That  the  Comnnotee  on  i'iuance  be  re- 
quested to  report  an  order  proyioing  tbe  means 
for  lairing  tue  grade  of  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad  so  as  to  allow  Swe it  street  to 
pass  under  the  same,  and  also  providing  for  the 
builomo-  of  abutment  for  a  railroad  bri  ige  on 
East  Chester  park  ext^imed,  i->  accordant  .  wi:h 
estimates  appioved  by  the  City  Engineer. 

New  YCrk  Sf  Nt.w  KiNtiLAND  Railroad,  » 
Boston,  Nov.  29, 1875.      ( 

John  T.Clark,  Esq.,  ChiiiniKin  of  Street  Com- 
mittee: Desr  Sir — After  revision  ot  ourprevDus 
estimate  for  the  raising  ot  our  grade  at  Swett 
Sireat,  w«  v  ill  make  our  proposition  as  follows: 

We  -ill  ouild  the  abotmeots  for  tbe  bridge  at 
tbe  Swett-stitet  crossing  of  our  road,  aid  will 
provide  and  forever  mantain  a  bridge  ovtrt-ie 
same  tor  the  use  of  the  railroad,  for  $22,000;  the 
stonework  lor  t.t  e  said  abutments  where  it  is  not 
cover- d  by  the  fillinc  to  De  ot  first  class  granite 
masonry,  laid  in  uniform  courses  o*  even  rise, 
with  cut  beds  and  builds,  vrrticai  joints  and  Flem- 
ish bond,  tbe  balance  ot  <Tie  yvoik  to  be  of  rubble 
masonry,  satisfactory  to  ihe  City  Engineei ;  the 
whole  to  be  laid  in  ceoaent,  and  to  be  of  ths  usual 
proportions  of  such  masonrv  in  this  city. 

We  « nl,  furthermore,  build  the  abutments  for 
the  Chester-park  bridge  in  tbe  same  manner,  ?,nd 
of  the  same,  class  foi  $19,600.00,  if  it  be  be  decided 
to  put  them  m  at  th-  pressot  nine. 

We  w'll  raise  the  grade  ot  our  road  to  grade 
thirty  from  Sweit  street  to  Claop -treet  and  to  a 
giade  descendi.  g  from  thirty  at  Swett  to  sixteen 
at  the  or.  wbridge;  viz,  on  the  grade  proposed  by 
the  city;  10  a  width  of  t /venty-seven  feet  on 
top;  and  with  side  slopes  ot  iy2  to  1  for 
$5.00  per  square  of  eigbt  cubic  yards  of 
sand  or  gravel,  and  $1.00  per  square  vard 
for  rip- rap,  a  sufficient  am-  unt  of  tbe  latter  being 
laid  to  secure  the  embankment  agaitst  any  possi- 
ble effects  of  waves  or  currents. 

Th  earth  oik  to  bs  measured  in  excavation, 
and  the  rip--ap  as  laid  upon  the  slope. 

The  city  to  hold  toe  compac  free  of  land  or 
water  damage  to  adjacent  or  other  property  which 
may  be  affected  bv  this  change  of  graoe. 

It  is  understood  that  the  abutments  are  to  be 
founded  upon  suitable  pUmg,  cut  off  at  grade  five. 
Veiy  respectfully. 

Your  obedieot  servant, 

William  T.  Hart,  Preside  at. 

Ordere 1  to  be  pi  inted. 

additional  school  accommodations. 

Mr.  Pape  of  Ward  9  submit'e?  reports  from  tbe 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  on  sundry 
requests  of  School  Committee,  severally  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 
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COMMON       COUNCIL. 


Ordered,  That  tie  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provioe  additional  primary 
schoo'  accommodations  iu  the  Comins  District; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Schoolhou-es.  Pub'ic  Buildings. 

Orderen,  T*iat  che  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  additional  accom- 
moiatiois  for  th?  Curtis-st-eet  Primary  School  in 
tne  Love'l  School  District;  the  expanse  to  be 
cbarjed  to  tne  appropriation  for  School^ouses, 
Puolic  Buildings. 

Ordered,  nat  the  Commttee  on  Pi)blic  Build- 
ings reauthorized  'o  provide  additional  prirnarv- 
scbool  accomroodatio  c  in  the  Lowi-Il  Sciool  Dis- 
trict; the  expense  to  be  charged  to  tne  appropria- 
tion for  Scoooihouses,  Public  Buildings. 

Oriiere3,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  suitable  acco umo- 
da'iops  tor  a  free  evening  drawing  school  in  the 
Wesr  Roxbuiy  School  District;  trie  expense  to  be 
charged  io  the  appropriation  fox  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Severally  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

FREE    SOUP. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5  offered  the  following: 
Ordered, That  a  joint  special  committee,  cou- 
sisci'  g of  the  standing  committees  of  tie  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  of  theCaoomon  Council  on  the 
police  decartvnent  be  appointed,  with  instructions 
to  provide  «oup  for  tie  destrvmg  coor  of  the  city 
during  the  winter  months,  and  that  the  same  be 
cairied  on  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
Chief  of  Police. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

DEPOSIT  OF  CITY  FUNDS. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Peabodv  of  Ward  9  the  substi- 
tuie  ordei ,  directing  the  City  Treasurer  to  deposit 
the  funis  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  such  banks  as 
the  Committee  on  Finance  shall  aporove,  the  de- 
posit in  acv  o  ie  bank  lot  to  exceed  titty  per  ceat. 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank,  was  taken  from 
the  table. 

Mr.  Peabodv  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after 
"in  said  city"  th^  words,  "and  on  such  condi- 
tions," meaning  that  the  conditions  sb'.ll  be  ap- 
proved by  tb<}  Finance  Committee.  He  said  it 
met  tee  approval  of  the  to  \>mit  °e,  and  he  would 
acceot  it  as  a  part  of  his  substitute. 

Mr.  Niyes  o?  Ward  5 — If  s-ems  to  me  that  this 
is  an  uiusual  cour-e  for  us  to  tak-*  in  regard  to 
the  fun  :s  of  th-  city,  aod  that  we  are  going  into 
som  thing  w:-  kno  *  nothing  about.  The  proper 
placB  to  leave  it  is  io  the  hand  •  o°  the  co  i-  mittee 
and  the  Treasurer,  who  can  look  after  it  carefully 
all  tat-  tim°,  aud  who  will  know  what  is  best  to  be 
dope. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— Tt  is  ve-v  important  in 
the  opinion  of  the  c  ■nniittee  that  they  should 
havetiie  privilege  of  making  such  regulations  as 
the  order  proposed.  It  has  been  carefully  con- 
sidered. 


Mr.  Noyes — That  is  why  I  want  to  keep  it  there 
and  why  they  should  aor  throw  tbs  responsibility 
upoo  t  e  City  Council. 

Mr.  Sampson  of  WaTd  10 — 1  think  the  gentleman 
misapprehends  the  order.  It  does  cot  emanate 
from  the  Finance  Committee  but  fiom  the  Treas- 
ury Committee.  Now  the  Treasurer  deposit*  whore 
b«  pleases;  this  order  puts  it  under  the  control  of 
the  Finance  Committer. 

Mr.  Osborne  of  Ward  8— It  is  ub.3  wish  of  the 
Treasurer  that  some  such  change  should  be 
made.  Hh  ooe=  n't  with  to  assume  the  iespoosi- 
bilitv  and  th-rstore  the  committee  recommend 
the  change  as  suggested . 

Mr.  Noye= — Tnat  power  would  properly  belong 
to  the  two  committees.  I  still  think  it  ought  to 
remain  where  it  is,  for  if  thev  wanted  to  make  * 
deposit  o  .$50,000  over  the  limit  they  would  have 
to  come  to  the  City  Council  for  authority .  There- 
fore I  move  that  it  remain  witn  the  committees  on 
Finance  ana  Treasury  and  the  City  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Peabody — That  wo^d  be  leaving  it  in  vary 
loose  shape.  The  placing  of  these  deporits  is  a 
very  serious  i esponsibility ;  acd  think,  of  the 
temptation  to  favor  this  or  that  bank  in  making 
the  arrangements.  The  Council  could  not  do  a 
more  unwise  thing  than  to  throw  all  regulations 
to  th^  wind,  except  to  sa=  to  a  cerrain  committee, 
whoever  they  may  be  in  future,  and  to  the  Treas- 
urer, wtoever  he  may  be,  You  may  deposit  any 
amount  anvwhsre.  I  am  not  speaking  too  strong- 
ly '^hen  I  say  it  would  be  disasrrous  to  the  city  to 
have  that  coat  e  pursued. 

Mr.  Noyes's  amendment  was  lost,  and  tne  sub- 
stitute order  of  Mr.  Peabody  as  amended  was 
passed.    Sent  up. 

PASSAGEWAY    FROM      SCHOOL    STREET     TO     COURT 
SQUARE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4  offered  the  foliswing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  05  instructed 
torepoit  upon  rhe  expediency  of  reop  ning  the 
passageway  from  Court  square  to  School  street  on 
the  tortheily  side  of  City  Ball, 

Mr.  Whitmore  exp'aiued  that  the  previous  order 
beariug  on  this  subject  was  it  a  dead  lock  in  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  and  he  de-ired  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  to  pass  upon  this  p<  rr,  over 
which  thev  have  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Page  of  Wi<d  9  ?xplaineo  that  the  commit- 
tee stood  4  to  4;  that  there  was  great  oppoc.itiou, 
as  it  passed  by  tue  windows  of  the  Board  of 
Health's  room.    There  were  also  other  objections. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the.  matter  was  somewhat 
comolicated,  and  perhaps  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildiues  had  some  right  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  Peabody  tbougot  the  mutter  would  keep  for 
one  week,  a-id  he  moved  to  idjourn. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Couucil  was  ad- 
journed. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    6,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  ac  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Ward  Officers  to  Fill  Vacancies :  Ward  9— J.  B. 
F.  Thomas,  Inspector,  in  place  ot  William  P. 
Kubn,  decliued;  Ward  19— Richard  H.  Allen,  In- 
spector, in  place  of  William  H.  Adams,  non-resi- 
dent; Ward  22— William  H.  Adams,  Inspector,  in 
place  of  William  H.Sawtelle,  declined;  Ward  6— 
Thomas  J.  Devenny,  in  olace  of  Timothy  J. 
Dacev,  declined. 

Public  Weigher— Timothy  Donahoe. 

Seveially  confirmed. 

ORDER  OP  NOTICE. 

The  petition  ot  Cnauncey  Thomas,  for  leave  to 
locate  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  103  Chestnut 
street,  was  considered  on  an  order  of  ootice.  No 
one  appeared  to  objvct,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Mary  H.  Clapp 
et  al.,  that  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Dorchester,  be 
graded  and  put  in  order. 

Petitions  for  buck  sidewalks  in  front  of  es- 
tates of  German  Church  on  sbawmut  avenue,  be- 
tween Cobb  and  Lucas  streets;  Samuel  Pelton,  21- 
27  Glen  wood  street;  George  W.  Meserve,  Brook 
avenue. 

John    McEizo,  for    leave    to  move   a    wooden 

building  from  95  Hampshire   street    to   100  same 

street. 

D.  F.  Flagg  et  al.,  that  Alden  street  he  repaved. 

Elias  Cr.  its  et  al.,  that  i  he  name  of  Aloion  court 

be  cha  ged  to  Albion  squaie. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  J.  C.  Lipinan,  for 
leave  ;o  maintain  his  projecting  lamp  ac  83  Sud- 
bury street. 

Thomas  E.  McKeuna,  for  leave  to  maintaiu  a 
p;ojectmg  mor  ar  a.,  corner  ot  Parkman  and 
Blossom  stieets. 

Oliver  Stackpole,  for  leave  <-o  maintain  his  lan- 
tern at  the  National  House,  Eiaymarket  square. 

Daniels  &  Co.,  for  le*ve  to  maintain  their  signs 
at  25  Sudbury  street,  coiner  of  Prieud  street. 

A.  D.  Jaquith,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  at 
the  Webster  House,  East  Boston. 

Boston  Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  to 
maintain  a  la  tero  at  68  Warre"ton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Meirick  Mansfield,  for  leave  to  occu- 
py a  new  wooden  stable  tor  two  horses  on  Mt 
Vernoo  street.  W;  rd  16. 

H.E.Hall  &  Co.,  tor  leave  to  occupy  a]  old 
wooden  stable  lor  twenty-five  horses  on  Portland 
street,  No.  189. 

A.  S.  Blood,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  two  Horses  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Ward 
16. 

Adam  Hohn,  for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden 
stable  for  one  horse  on  Washington  street,  Ward 
17. 

Stepheu  Connelly,  for  leave  to  locate  a  stable  for 
one  horse  on  Cuatnpuey  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Benjamin  Noyes, 
for  leave  to  open  a  skating  para  on  the  Back  Bay. 
To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Notice  from  Jacob  Bancroft  m  relation  <x> 
certain  taxps  illegally  assessed  upon  estate  of 
Warren  N.  Abbott  on  Portland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Hersey  Brothers, 
for  a  sewer  in  S«ett  S'reer,  near  Elleiy  stieet 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Calvin 
A.  Richards,  et  al.,  that  children  be  allowed  to 
skate  on  the  pond  in  Chester  square. 

Aldeiman  Worthmgton  suggested  that  it  was 
desirable  to  have  this  petition  grantees  as  early  as 
possible,  that  the  childien  might  have  all  the  op- 
portunity they  could  for  skating  before  the  snow 
fell;  and  that  the  committee  should  have  full 
power. 

The  Chairman  said  the  committee  have  full  con- 
trol of  the  parks  and  squares. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Coueress 
for  an  appropriation  with  which  to  erect  the  pro- 
posed monument  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  as  voted  by 


Congress  Oct.  29, 1781.    (City  Doc.  No.  119.)    Order 
passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  aod  order  proposing  to  expend  the  sum. 
of  $5000  for  portfolios  illustrative  of  the  progress 
of  this  citv  during  the  last  110  years,  for  exhibi- 
tion at  the  Centennial  Exposition,  and  subse- 
quently tor  deposit  in  the  Public  Libiarv  of  this 
city. 

Alderman  Wotthington — I  want  to  hear  some 
good  explanation  why  we  should  appropriate 
$5000,  or  anv  portion  of  it,  to  send  a  matter  of 
that  kind  to  Philadelphia.  As  I  stated  last  week, 
this  is  an  attempt  made  by  the  Philadelphians  to 
get  up  an  immense  business  n<=xt  year  under 
cover  of  a  centential  celebiation.  I  have  s«en 
nothing  to  change  my  mind.  On  the  contrary 
here  is  a  very  shrewd  attempt  on  the  pait 
of  the  Philadelphians  to  get  an  appropria- 
tion from  every  town  and  village  to  assist 
them  in  getting  up  a  celeb. ation  there  that 
will  surpass  any  other.  Yoo  can  trace  it  in  every 
department.  The  boot  a~d  shoe  dealers  are  to 
erect  a  bu>lding  aod  send  men  tnere  to  help  out 
the  celebration.  The  Indies  are  to  raise  $100,000. 
Mrs.  Southwicb  i«  getting  $10,000  from  the  chil- 
dren in  the  schools  that  i  schoolhouse  uf  today 
may  be  erected  there  and  compared  with  a  log- 
cabin  structure  ot  100  year.;  ago.  The  mechanics 
are  to  raise  money  to  send  to  Philadelchia.  I 
think  we  snoulo  take  care  of  Bo -ton.  Ou- taxes 
ate  very  high,  and  may  te  higher  befor?  they  are 
lower.  Our  real  estate  is  decreasing  in  va'ue, 
while  our  taxes  are  increasing,  and  our  psople 
are  oeginniusr  to  feel  ic.  It  is  $5000  here,  and 
$10,000  there  and  $20,000  in  another  place,  until 
the  people  are  sick  of  it.  More,  sir;  we  aie  to  have 
a  celebration  in  Boston.  Of  all  places  on  this  con- 
tinent, Boston  is  the  place  that  should  celebrate 
in  1876;  and  if  we  are  ro  spend  money  on  a  cele- 
bration next  ye^r,  we  should  spend  it  in  Boston 
and  lot  senn  it  to  Philadelphia.  Until  I  htar 
eood  and  sufficient  reasons  for  the  passage  of  the 
order,  I  shall  vcte  against  it. 

Alderman  Burrage — How  general  is  this  to  be  in 
other  cities?  Are  other  cities  to  contribute  to 
any  extent  in  this  matter? 

Alderman  Bigelovv— So  far  as  I  am  informed  1 
can  give  no  information  upon  this  point.  I 
have  n't  heard  of  a  single  instance  of  a  city  in- 
tending to  respond  to  the  request.  I  submitted 
this  report  and  order  from  the  committee,  but  I 
must  confess  that  I  have  n't.  much  heait  in  it.  To 
a  certain  extent  my  feelings  are  in  accord  with 
those  of  the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  Dis- 
trict; at  tie  tame  time  if  the  Board  decide  that  it 
should  be  none,  I,  as  one  of  the  coa  imtiee,(vill  do 
my  best  to  have  a  credit   bie  exhi  bit. 

Aldermai  O'Brien— This  matter  is  not  forced 
upon  us  by  the  Philadelpbiaus  nut  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Commissinn  who  ar»  to  represent  this 
State  at  Philadelphia.  If  lundeistana  tDe  tem- 
pei  ot  the  committee,  they  will  uot  urare  this  mat- 
ter verv  strongly.  We  have  been  called  upon  to 
contribute  a  certain  amount  of  v*otk  aid  if  we 
comply  with  all  the  conditions  it  would  take  some 
$40,000  or  $50,000,  instead  of  $5000.  As  the  com- 
mittee intend  to  do  ir,  tee  expense  wul  be  about 
$2500.  There  is  another  view  to  be  takeo  of  this 
matter.  Boston  is  iooked  upo''  as  an  old- 
fashioned  sott  of  a  city— as  laving  made 
scarcely  any  progress  during  the  past  one 
hundred  years.  But  the  facts  designed  to  be 
presentedar,  the  Centennial  will  show  that  Boston 
ha«  mace  a*  ripid  ptogre.'S  in  wealth  and  pros- 
perity and  intelligence  as  anv  other  city  in  the 
country.  It  is  to  do  awaj  with  the  mea  prevalent 
oucsifle  that  this  matter  was  sugge  ted  by  the 
Massachusetts  Commission.  We  have  aoidea, 
and  in  fact  we  know,  that  Boston  has  a  model 
City  Government ;  ano  if  we  represented  to  tht-m 
the  extern  of  our  growth  and  prosperity,  tbe  ex- 
tent ot  charitable  and  peual  institutions,  our 
public  school*,  our  fire  department,  and  ail  the 
departments  of  the  City  Government,  it  might  at- 
tract considerable  attention  there  or  it  might 
rot.  It]  the  great  ma-",  of  mat-rial  u 
might  pass  unnoticed;  but  even  if  it  should 
pass  unnoticed  there,  it  will  be  pluced  in  our  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  a  hundred  vears  from  this  time, 
w he  ,i  the  nation  c  lebrstes  its  200th  anniversary, 
tbe  book  could  be  inferred  to  as  the  standpoint  of 
a  hundred  year.-  before,  and  it  vould  be  of  fa  t  more 
value  at  that  time  than  would  be  the  cost  to  pre- 
sent it  now.  l  am  very  indifferent  about  it.  It 
will  call  for  considerable  work  on  the  part  of  the 
committee;  and  if  this  Board  in  tbeii  wisdom 
don't  think  it  expedieut  to  spend  the  $2500  or 
$5000,  I  should  be  perfectly  satisfied. 
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Alderman  Wo.thiugton — I  do  not  take  quite  so 
dismal  a  view  of  Boston  as  does  the  Alnermtn 
who  lias  just  sai  down  It  tlr  impression  is 
abroad  that  we  have  been  standing  still  fur  100 
years,  1  don't  think  the  pictures  they  propose  to 
send  iO  Philadelphia  will  ch-mge  it — certainly  not 
those  !  hey  cao  s  ml  in  an  album,  .1'  they  want 
figures  they  ca  n  take  them  from  the  census  re- 
ports, for  we  should  have  to  get  them  there.  Then 
the  idea  of  sending  them  to  Philadelphia  for  four 
months  and  then  bringing  them  back  aao  showing 
them  a  100 veai's  hence!  I  wou.il  lather  sav  the 
nionrv,  and  not  be  exposed  100  yea'S  hence. 
I  am  well  aware  that,  it  comes  from  the 
Massachusetts  Commission.  Well,  what  is  that? 
The  State  has  appropriated  $50,000;  and 
they  begin  by  paying  .ifi4,ooo  in  salaries  to  the 
Commissioners  and  clerks;  and  they  are  in  ihe 
same  building  with  another  commission  ;  and  the 
two  commissions  are  pulling  each  other's  hair 
and  seeing  which  will  do  the  most— one  at  an  ex- 
tens  of  #14.000  ror  salaries',  and  the  other  for 
comparatively  little  or  nothing.  I  cannot  =ee  any 
reason  w^y  we  should  spend  money  to  seed  any- 
thing to  Pbiladel  .nia. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  idea  is  not  merely  to 
send  representations  of  Boston  100  years  ago,  but 
as  she  has  stood  at  different  intervals  since,  I 
know  that  the  commission  had  one  article  in  their 
circular — "short  biograph'cal  sketches  aoo  photo- 
graphs of  leading  citizens."  I  believe  we  did  n't 
consider  that  point,  and  left  it  out;  but  I  suggest 
to  tb*  Alderman  from  the  Highlands  that  if  he 
will  furnish  a  biouraphical  sketch  and  photogriph 
of  himself  we  would  sena  it  to  Philadelphia,  but 
as  h  inclines  to  no  that,  I  am  atraid  mat  very 
few  photographs  will  find  a  place  in  ihat  album. 

Alnerman  Power — I  move  that  the  Older  lie 
upon  tbe  table. 

AldermanWoithington — I  hope  we  shall  dispose 
of  it  in  some  way  different  from  that.  We  should 
make  an  end  ol  it  today. 

Aldeiuoan  Power — I  have  hearu  nothing  yet  to 
lead  me  ro  vote  for  the  ord»r;  but  I  don't  know 
but  that  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  those  having 
charge  of  the  order  to  convince  me  that  it  might 
be  proper  to  pass  it,  and  that  is  the  reason  1  made 
the  motion.  An  mriefioite  postponement  would 
end  it.  Facts  may  be  brought  forward 
that  would  shov  rhat  is  a  proper  thing 
to  do,  and  that  Boston  should  be  repre- 
sented in  some  way.  I  tbiufc,  however, 
that  boston  can  be  reasonably  excused  from  mak- 
ing at  y  considerable  contribution  towards  that 
emeiprise,  as  she  stands  entirely  different  from 
any  other  city  in  the  Union,  having  had  so  many 
misfortunes  within  the  last  few  years,  by  which 
the  pockets  of  our  taxpayers  have  ceen  constantly 
drained.  Tbecefore,  we  should  not  ado  any  u ore 
burdens  to  the  community  than  can  possibly  be 
avoided.  Toe  Government  can  be  easily  drawn 
into  the  passage  of  these  little  matters.  Of  course 
large  matteis  attiact  atiention;  but  so  many  of 
these  little  matters  make  larg-  aniouots.  I  think 
Bosto.  may  reasonably  be  ex  used  from  making 
any  gieai  •  ontu button  to  this  enterprise,  in  view 
of  the  heavy  burdens  that  ar.-  upon  our  tax- 
payers. I  have  .  ot  yet  heard  any  reasons  for  vot- 
ing for  the  order,  but  thinking  that  possibly  some 
good  rea'o  s  may  come  up  tvhich  would  mate  tne 
appropriation  desirable,  I  move  tbat  i>.  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed — 7  for,  3  against. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE    COMMON     COUNCIL     FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  w'  te  referred  in  concurrence. 

The  ord°r  '<>  regulate  the  deposits  of  city  funds 
in  banks  of  this  city  came  up  ame  ded,  so  as  to 
provide  "thj-t  fie  whol«  amoui  t  of  deposits  in 
any  <>3e  banls  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  fifty 
per  c  ntum  of  the  paid-in  capital  of  said  bank." 
Concurred. 

The  order  in  i elation  to  the  disposition  ot  house 
offal  came  up  amended  so  as  to  provide  tbat  the 
Commii  tee  on  Health  shall  dispose  of  the  bouse 
offal  daily,  at  retail. 

Alderman  Worfhington — I  do  not  kuow  that  I 
have  any  objections  to  ihe  amendment.  There 
seems  to  be  a  desire.on  the  part  ot  a  majority  of  the 
Common  Council,  ihat  we  should  ascertain  what 
tbe  actual  value  ot  the  house  offal  is,  and  we  can 
do  that  positively  in  no  oth-=i  way  than  by  retail- 
ing it  out.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  better  to  sell  it  bv  contract;  but  if  the  feeling 
is  for  retailing  it,  I  shall  not  object.  I  feel  very 
sure  that  we  shall  get  more  by  selling  it  by  con- 
tract than  by  retailing  it.    1  am  sure  that  any 


contractor  can  get  more  for  it  than  the  city 
can.  Any  private  individual  having  the  contract 
will  attenn  to  it,  circulate  among  the  farmers, 
and  i;et  a,  higher  price  from  <hem,  and  be 
better  able  to  sell  it  advantageously  than  any 
ageut  of  the  city  can.  I  do  not  suppose  the  city 
could  put  an  agent  toere  w no  would  go  into  the 
business  and  follow  it  up  as  a  contractor  would. 
No  ageut  we  have  does  so.  Quite  a  number  of 
men  say  it  is  worth  more  money  than  we  are  get- 
ting at  present.  I  am  confident  we  shall  have 
bids  in  the  vicinity  of  to-;  sums  named  to  the 
Board  last  week.  I  do  not  believe  we  should  get 
less  than  $20,000  for  it  by  contracting  it  out;  and 
I  am  quite  sure  wt  should  n't  get  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  that  by  selling  it  at  retail.  The  com- 
mittee took  the  ii;  eitv  of  advertising  and  have  re- 
ceived from  thirty  to  forty  bids.  They  have  not  yet 
been  opeued,  but  tbe  clerk  says  tbe  box  is  lull 
ami  be  can  hardly  stuff  any  more  in.  I  am  very 
confident  w  shall  have  ample  and  large  bids; 
still,  if  the  Board  and  the  Council  desire  that  it 
shall  be  sold  at  retail,  I  have  no  objection  to  it. 
The  Board  concurred  in  che  amendment. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Aldei  man  Power  submitted  reports  andordets 
from  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  follows: 

Rejorc  and  order  for  a  nlank  walk  on  out  side 
ot  Math-r  street  between  Dorcb??ter  avemn-  and 
Allston  street,  Ward  24;  also  on  Ihetford  ave  ue. 
between  Norfolk  street  and  the  new  senoolhouse. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  notice  be  and  hereby  is 
given  to  tbe  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad 
Comoany  to  erect  a  gare  on  the  easrerly  side  of 
its  crossing  on  Dudley  street,  Dorchester;  ad  to 
place  said  gate  so  tbat  it  shall  nang  across  tbe 
tracks  of  saiu  railroad  when  open,  to  allow  vehi- 
cles and  passengeis  to  cross  said  trscks;  also  to 
recon  sti  uct  tbe  g-te  now  on  tne  w-sterly  side  of 
saio  ciossing,  so  that  it  shall  n«ng  in  the  same 
way;  U-o  to  station  two  responsible  agents  to 
open  and  close  said  gates  whenever  an  engine  or 
train  passes.    Otder  passed. 

Renort  and  oroer  to  pav  Abbott  Lawieuce 
$364.50  for  grade  damages  at  13  |Oornhill.  Order 
reaa  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  William 
Cavaragh  ro  move  a  wooden  building  fioni  Savin 
Hill  avenue  to  Sag  more  sireet,  W^rd  16;  and  to 
John  S.  Blair  to  move  woo  en  building  on  Walnut 
aveiue.    Sevttally  accented. 

Report  and  order  tor  edgestones  and  brie'*  side- 
walk in  front  of  estate  of  Yeaioo  Jenness,  21  and 
23  Marcella  street.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estate  of  Thomas  S.  H  dge,  29  Glenwood  street. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Oroei  to  pay  heirs  of  Charles  Dana  $400  for 
grade  damages  on  Washington  street,  Brightoj, 
and  rescinding  tne  orde.  passed  March  16,  1874. 
Read  twic -,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tnat  tbe  sum  of  $29.37  be  abated  from 
tbe  amount  of  $74.19  assessed  Pearct  &  Cnici  for 
sidewalk  on  Medford  street,  and  the  °amt  as- 
sessed to  G.  &  F.  H.  Gifford. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

COMMON,  ETC. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Co  nmo  ,  that  in  their  opin- 
ion it  is  inexpedient  tor  the  dry  Council  to  accept 
the  offer  of  Sidney  B.  Morse,  tendering  to  the 
city  a  tract  of  land  to  be  used  as  a  nark  tor  a  term 
of  years  under  ce  tain  conditions.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

ASSESSORS'    DEPARTMENT. 

Aldeiman  Harri5-.  from  the  Joiat  Committee  on 
Assessors'  Department,  submitted  a  report  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  peniou  of  F.  I.  Kraft  et  al. 
for  abatement  ot  tax  assessed  upon  the  property 
on  Shawmut  avenue  and  Lucas  street  usea  as  a 
German-E'  glish  school.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

UNDERTAKERS'    FEES. 

Alderman  Harris  offered  the  following: 
Orcered,  That  the  Committee  on  Health,  on  tbe 
part  of  this  Board,  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  what  fees,  if  any,  undertakeis  are  entitled  to 
receive  for  making  the  returns  required  of  them 
by  chapter  21  of  the  General  Siatutes,  and  by 
whom  such  fees  shall  be  paid. 
Passed. 

SEWERS. 

Aldermari  Harris,  from  the  Committee  ou  Sew- 
ers, submitted  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $196.28  assessed  upon 
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Benjamin  Brown  for  a  sewer  in  South  Eden  street 
be  and  the  gams  is  hereby  abated. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Atd-rman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  01  Streets 
onihepatt  of  the  Board,  submrtte  •.  the  follow- 
ing: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages— Hugh  Garey, 
$98.40;  Fl  rreotioe  Schnetzer,  $55,  tot  land  takeu 
in  came  of  Florentine  Schnelzer;  Louis  Kohler, 
$54;  Michael  E.  Harris,  $168.75;  Edward  Flaherty, 
$58.80;  Andrew  McGuire,  $54;  And.-ew  Essig,  $54 
—severally  on  account  of  the  widening  of  Baxter 
str<?et.    Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages — Fraccis  C.  Cre- 
ber,  $1102.50",  widening  of  Blue  Hill  avenue;  Mary 
E.  Donahue,  $400,  widening  ot  Oatolioa  avenue. 
Severally  read  twice  aud  passed. 

EMPLOYMENT  FOR  THE  DESERVING    POOR. 

Ald'rmau  Woiihing con  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  m  Pa viog  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  whether  a  plan 
cannot  be  deviseo  by  whicu  employment  may  be 
furnished  to  men  with  families  who  applp  for  re- 
lief to  the  Overseers  of  he  Poor,  at  such  a  rate  of 
compensation  as  will  temporarily  relieve  tierr  ne- 
cessities. 

Alderman  Wortbmgtou— I  have  offered  that  or- 
der from  the  fact  thai  I  learned  that  at  the  office 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  they  have  as  hign  as 
fifty  applications  a  day  tiom  able-bodisdmeo  who 
sav  that  they  have  families  oo  their  hands  and 
are  in  actual  want,  but  can  get  no  employment 
whatever.  Ou^  or  the  Overseers  of  tne  Poor  tells 
me  thoy  aie  compelled  to  support  those  families, 
aud  he  thinks  th&ie  should  be  some  way  provided 
whsivby  they  can  havi  some  employment  and  at 
least  trartiallv  earn  their  living.  1  believe  that 
some  way  can  be  devised  to  spend  money  so  that 
it  would  pay  to  support  tuose  families, 
so  that  they  may  not  have  to  lose  their 
self-i  espect,  i.nd  so  that  they  may  earn 
enough  to  give  their  cbilaien  btead  without 
begging  tor  it.  I  1-arnea  that  immediate^  after 
the  election  of  an  Oversee'  or  the  Poor  to  succeed 
Dr.  Allen,  a  short  n  ue  ago,  almost  the  first  notice 
he  had  of  his  election  was  an  application  from 
men  who  were  in  actual  waot.  He  found  they 
were  able-bodied  men,  desirous  of  work  and  with 
families  t>  support.  He  went  to  a  gentleman  tnd 
asked  turn  if  ne  wouid  employ  those  men  at  a  aol- 
lar  a  day;  and  the  gf  ntfeman'said  oe  aia  <  ot  i  eed 
them,  but  if  they  would  work  at  a  dollar  a  day  he 
would  give  them  em  oloyment.  He  did  so.  and  has 
put  tnirteen  men  at  work  in;  re.  I  think  some 
way  should  be  found  to  employ  those  men 
at  some  price,  even  if  it  be  at  only  titty  cents  a 
day ;  for  we  shall  have  \o  pay  more  than  that  to 
support  them.  Therefore  I  have  put  in  the  order 
to  see  if  we  luve  n't  got  some  places  where  these 
men  can  b<>  set  to  work  preparing  stoi  e  tor  use  in 
the  spring,  or  doing  something  tuat  can  be  done 
during  the  winter.  Let  anything  be  done  rather 
than  have  men  with  lamilies  beggng  toi  bread. 
I  hope  the  committee  will  give  attention  to  this 
ana  devise  some  way  at  ooce  so  that  these  deserv- 
ing poor  men  with  families  can  earn  an  honest 
livirig  and  not  be  compelled  to  Deg. 

The  order  was  passer). 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthiugton  submitted  a  report  fiom 
the  Committee  ou  Health  on  tne  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  a  permit  to  Georgs  H.Nor- 
man to  occupy  anew  brick  stable  at  343  Beacon 
street.    Accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joiot  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report*  of  lea.ve  to  withdraw  oo  petitions  of 
Joseph  B.  Glovtr,  to  have  the  costs  of  his  suit 
against  the  cty  refunded  ;  George  W.  West  and 
others,  to  be  compensated  for  alleged  dam  ges  to 
the  estate  of  Mars  West,  caused  by  acts  of  the 
city  in  procu  ing  an  additional  supply  of  water 
from  Suobury  Ri^er.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  that  tnej  have  settled  the  claims  ot 
petitions  as  follows:  R.  Holmes,  for  injuries  done 
to  his  house  by  the  breaking  ot  a  culvert  on  Heath 
street,  $100;  John  B.  Gately,  for  injuries  sustained 
by  his  house  at  the  coner  ot  Girard  street  and 
Norfolk  avenue,  $50;  <iilb.it  Wait,  for  services  in 
the  care  of  Mrs.  Kimball,  who  suffered  personal 
injuries  by  a  fall  on  the  sidewalk  at  579 Broadway, 
$300.    Severally  accepted. 

Severally  sent  down. 


LICENSES, 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  repoits  from  the 
Committee  oo  Lisense^,  :.s  follows: 

Dealer  in  Secono-hand  articles  Licensed— Al- 
bert Mayers,  119  South  street. 

Amusement  License  Granted— William  B.  Stacy, 
agent,  to  give  concerts  at  Tremont  Temple. 

Wagon  Lice ase  Granted— John  White,  35  Pearl 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Pope,  from  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  ano  Inspection  of  Buildings,  submitted 
repoits  rjd  orders  to  grant  permits  ioeiect  wood- 
en buildings  exceeding  legal  dimensions,  as  fol- 
lows :  J.  Howes  D\  ei ,  Anna  wan  avenue,  near  Cen- 
tral Station,  Ward  17;  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  Texas 
street,  near  Market  street,  Waro  19;  aiso  report 
and  oroer  for  peimit  to  D.  Waldo  Lincoln  to  erect 
wooden  building  on  Buffalo  siieec. 

Orders  severally  read  twice  aDd  passed.  Sen; 
down. 

EASTERN-AVENUE  BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris  the  Board  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  5  P.  M.,  viz.,  ordi- 
nance i'  addition  to  oroiu>nce  iu  relation  to 
budges,  by  which  the  office  of  Sopeuoteudtnt  of 
Eastern- avenue  bridge  is  established.  (Citv  Doc. 
No.  120.) 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woirbington  the  name 
Congress-;  met  Brrdge  was  substituted  for  East- 
ern-avenue Bridge,  and  the  ordinance  as  .-aneuded 
was  passed.    Sent  down, 

POLICE. 

Alaerman  Burrage  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Polic°: 

Transfers  in  Appropriation..  Repot t  repre- 
senting that  to  meet  the  expenses  ot  ihe  depart- 
ment it  i*  necessary  to  make  transfers  wi'-hin 
the-.r  appropriation  as  recommended  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Account-  be 
authorized  to  transf°r  from  the  item  for  "Salary 
ot  Patrolmen"  iu  the  appropriation  for  Police,  the 
sum  of  $500  to  the  item  for  "feeding  prisoners," 
and  the  sum  of  $300  to  the  jiein  for  "horse  and 
carriag  ■•  h're." 

Read  twice  ar.o  pass=d— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
do?<n. 

Siring  Signs,  etc.  Abermau  Burrage  submit- 
ter) reports  as  follows  from  the  Committee  on 
Police: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  TJrion  Institution 
for  Savings  to  project  their  sign  a  distance  not 
more  ihan  two  feet  from  the  building. 

Rcp.rt  that  leave  be  granted  to'tuaintam  gas 
lamps  by  Sba  vaiut-aveuue  Baptist  Caurcb,  corner 
of  Rutland  street. 

Repot  t  that  leave  be  granted  to  maintain  lamps 
by  C.  F.  Clark,  08  Causeway  street. 

R-porfs  that  Vave  be  g. anted  to  maintaiu  mor- 
tars—J.  W.  Patch  &  Co.',  Camden  street;  James 
A.  Gleesou,  corner  Harrison  avenue  ana  Harvard 
street;  I.  B.Paiten  &  Co.,  cornet  of  Beaca  street 
and  Harrison  avenue;  W.  M.Barrett,  corner  of 
Camoen  street  aud  Shawmut  avenue;  Patriot* 
Mot  lis,  corner  of  Beach  and  Federal  streets; 
Sanders  C.  Smith,  corner  of  Beach  aud  Lincoln 
streets;  James  F.  Caine,  corner  ot  Oak  and  Bud- 
so  j  streets;  Walter  E.  Sacker,  91  Shawmut  ave- 
nue; Samue'  L.  Moore,  corner  of  Hanover  and 
Cross  streets;  Beuj. F.  Stacy,  junction  of  Buu- 
ker  Hill.Vine  and  Tufts  streets  jjLouisa  Fergu  on, 
corter  of  Dorchester  and  Eighth  streets  ;  Howe  & 
Watreu,  374  Broadway. 

Rppcrt  in  Favor  of  grautiug  leave  to  James  D. 
Judge  &  Co.,  to  maintain  a  mortar  and  a  plain 
unlettered  lantern  at  79  Beach  street,  provided 
the  sign  arouud  tht  post  be  : "moved. 

Reports  that  leave  be  grauteo  to  maintain  plain 
unlettered  lanterns  by  Mrs.  M,  M.  Poilhps.  91  Su.i- 
burv  str  et;  Charles  L.  .-smith,  executoi,69  West 
Concord  street. 

Allot  the  above  to  be  secued  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Serially  accepted. 

Awnings.  Report  I  hat  no  action  is  necessary  on 
petition  of  N.  fi.  Perkins,  that  an  awning  iu  front 
of  165  Bunker  Hill  stie?t  be  allowed  to  remain,  as 
no  parties  have  been  notified  to  remove  awning 
frames.     Aeceof?d. 

Street  Musicians.  Report  that  the  Chief  of 
Police  has  beea  instructed  to  prohioit  the  playiug 
ot  music  in  Kilbv  st  eet  and  Exchange  place  be- 
tweeu  9  A.M.  and  2  P.  M.,  as  prayed  for  by  Sturgis 
&  Brigham,  et  al.    Accepted. 
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PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Library,  recommend- 
ing reference  to  next  City  Council  o£  tequcst  ot 
Trustee*  of  Public  Library,  askicg  that  tb-  gal- 
lery of  Bates  Hall  be  enlarged  according  to  plan 
prepared  by  the  City  Arc  itect.  Ace  pted  and 
reftried  acoor  ingly.    Send  down. 

PROTECTION  OF  LABORERS. 

Alderman  Quiucy  uubnutted  the  following: 
Th  >  Joint  Standing  Committee  o  ■  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  inferred  an  ordei  in  i elation  to  the 
protection  of  the  employe*  of  city  contiactors, 
Iiaviug  considered the  subject,  >eg  leave  to  report: 
The  order  in  question  cootemplal  d,  first,  ihfj  re- 
quirement ot  a  boon  from  coi  tractois  conditioned 
for  the  payment  ot  workmen;  and,  second,  the 
Withholding  of  moi>.->y  payable  by  t  e  city  to  con- 
tiactors tf>  meet  the  just  claims  ot  unpaid  work- 
nun.  It  being  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
that  the  penalty  or  such  a  bond  could  noi  legally 
be  enforced  by  the  city,  there  only  remains  to  be 
considered  by  your  committee  the  desirability 
and  effect  of  an  attempt  to  pioteet  the  workman 
by  the  proposed  withholding  of  money  due  uis 
employer.  Your  >  ommittee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  any  attempt  at  interference  in  the  manner 
pioposed  between  the  laborer  and  his  employer 
woul  i  i  esult  in  more  harm  than  advantage  to  the 
former,  as  it  *.ould  encourage  the  idea  that  the 
city  wa<  io  some  manner  liable,  and  thus  deluue 
him  into  i  false  seine  ot  security.  To  render 
such  protection  effectual  it  woulo  oe  cecessaryto 
reuder  it  obligatory  upon  the  committee  01  board 
to  wichnol'l  money  due  upon  contiacts  whenever 
aBy  claim  by  an  employe,  either  false  or  just, 
should  be  filed  against  the  contractor.  Th-  valid- 
ity and  justice  ot  the  rl-jin  must  then  be  de- 
cided by  the  comaoittee  or  boaro.  instead 
of  by  the  legal  tribunal  which  would  be  otherwi-e 
resorten  to,  arid  which  woulo  r.t>  more  likely  to 
render  a  just  decision  between  the  parties.  If 
every  contract  should  contain  a  provision  ena- 
bling « very  workman  to  cite  his  employer  to 
defeLd  himself  before  the  committee  or  board  as 
well  as  before  the  courts  ot  law,  ii  is  our  opinion 
that  the  best  clacs  of  contractors  and  the  safest 
for  the  workmen,  woulc  no  lc  srer  prefer  to  seive 
the  city  thau  othei  corporations,  and  that  the 
controversies  which  woulo  then  arise  demanding 
tb.- time  an  i  intention  of  a  co.nmit  ee  or  board 
i.oc  without  o. her  uuties  would  bs  endless.  Thus 
litigation  would  be  encourages,  the  city's  inter- 
ests imperilled  and  the  attempt  to  interfere  to 
protect  the  workman  r.  suit  in  driving  out  of  the 
city's  employ  tht  reliable  and  honest  cl&ss  of  con- 
tractor agaiusi  whom  no  protection  is  needed. 
The  committ°e  would  again  lepoit  that  the  order 
ought  cot  to  pass. 

Laid  O"  the  table,  on  motiou  of  Alderman 
Quincy,  to  enable  a  member  of  the  committee  to 
present  a  minorit\  report. 

SPECIALLY   ASSIGNED. 

O.i  motion  of  Aide,  man  Harris,  the  reports  of 
le  ve  to  withdraw  o  ,  petitions  of  John  Jeffiiss  et 
al.,  fin  abatement  ot  taxes  assessed  on  land  at 
East  Boston,  were  taken  trim  the  table,  acd  it 
appearing  that  the  parties  interested  had  left  the 
hail,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  the  subject 
was  specially  assigned  tor  Monday  evening  next 
at  5  o'clock  P.  M. 

SALARIES  OF  CONSTABLES, 

Ou  motiou  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  ot  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  recotnmendic e  passage  of  the  order  to 
fix  the  pay  of  the  con  tables  at  tbe  South  Boston 
courts  at  $1500  each  per  annum  from  apnl  1,  1875; 
and  the  nay  of  tbe  constable  at  the  Brighton  court 
at  $1200  front  said  t  ate. 

Alderman  B;.nis—  In  thei-  report  th"  committee 
havo  eode:  voied  to  state  fully  the  reason- that 
governed  rhem  in  again  reporting  this  order. 
They  gave  the  subject  careful  consideration, 
consulted  ths  judges  of  the  courts  and  mem- 
ber? of  the  bar— g-  ntleuien  who  aie  competent 
to  aavise,  and  v.oo  know  what  is  requisite  to  en- 
sure digDity  and  the  enfoiceme'-t  of  the  orders  of 
the  courts.  The  constables  of  these  courts  serve 
both  at  tbe  criminal  atd  the  law  sessions.  We  oe- 
lieve  tnese  officers  perform  more  labor  than  is 
done  in  the  courts  of  the  city  proper,  where  the 
offic-rs  seive  only  at  the  criminal  sessions.  We 
have  endeavored,  as  far  as  was  in  our  power,  to 
equalize  the  salaries  and  make  them  as  near  right 
as  i°  possible.  Ths  officers  at  the  South  Boston 
courts  are  reptesented   to  bo  intelligent  and  hu- 


mane; and  we  believe  thsy  are  unduly  paid,  lu 
comparison  with  those  n  the  other  courts,  ihe 
commiiee,  therefore,  lv  pe  the  ordei  vid  pass. 

Al  erman  Power— I  think  the  committee  have 
somewhat  shirked  the  duty  th=y  w°re  expecteo  to 
perform  when  this  order  was  recoi  u-itted  to 
thei.  It  was  supposed  then,  and  very  justly  too, 
in  my  mind,  that  some  ot  these  courts  were  not 
needed  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  abolish 
tbr.i.1.  I.ee  that  ths  commrttee  bav-  made  no 
report  at  all  upon  that  subject,  antl  did  not  refer 
to  it.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  tbe  Alnerinan  wh  >  has 
just  spoken  has  given  the  authority  on  which  he 
states  mat  he  thinks  tho-  salaries  are  about 
right.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  they  waited  to  give 
a  proper  report  to  tois  Boa-d  they  woultl  look  to 
a  disinterested  source  for  evideuce  instead  of 
going  to  those  who  are  interested.  All  t'ne  inform- 
ation the  cnaiiman  or  the  committee  siets  is  from 
the  Judges  of  the  Courts.  Why,  sir,  "<>ine  ot 
lhese  Constables  turn  in  a  great  deal  or  money  to 
some  of  the  Judges.  Some  of  th^  Judges  are 
Bail  Commissioners,  and  it  is  no  wonde.  they  ar« 
inteiesied  one  with  the  other.  The  dm  mil  tee 
should  have  looked  sou-ewhete  el  -t  instead  of  go- 
ing to  tbe  parties  wno  are  inteicsted.  Every  one 
of  these  courts  is  a  mutual  admiration  society  al- 
together. It  is  not  supposed  that  any  o.e  of  them 
would  rind  fault  with  the  high  salaries.  They  are 
all  interested  to  b;ve  the  salaries  as  high  as'they 
posdbly  can,  and  I  submit  to  this  Board  that  tor 
four  hours  per  oay  service  the  salaries  these 
Constables  g.-t  are  sufficient.  The  Highland 
and  South  boston  courts  do  more  business  than 
any  of  the  others,  and  the  average  time  ia  each  is 
four  hours  per  day,  tor  which  the  commitiPo  rec- 
ommend the  salaries  be  increased  from  $1100  to 
$1500.  It  any  reasons  existed  at  the  begitning  ot 
the  year  against  any  increase  of  these  salj.ries,tbose 
reasons  ~re  stronger  row  than  uen.  Listen  to 
the  Alderman  from  the  Highland  District,  when 
he  requests  the  Committee  on  Pavi  g  to  devise 
some  method  for  the  employment  of  poor  people. 
There  are  hundreds  of  these,  poor  men  seeking 
employment  who  are  just  as  competent  to 
till  these  constables'  offices  as  those  who 
fill  them  now.  1  do  not  nieav)  to  cast 
any  reproach  upon  the  men  filling  these  positions. 
I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  officers.  So  far  as 
I  know  they  are  good  men.  But  I  k:row  plenty  of 
men  who  are  seeking  work  n ,  on  our  streets  tooay 
who  aie  just  a-  well  qualified  by  education  and 
character  for  the  duties  of  constables  as  rhe  men 
who  fill  those  places.  Now,  chese  nieo  have  tneir 
opLortunitits  for  making  money,  aod  tney  are  not 
dependent  uvon  the  salaries  you  give  them.  I 
k  ow  that  ore  of  th  se  officers  in  the  South  Bo:> 
eon  court  does  a  business  vitti  bis  partner  worth 
$4000  a  year.  I  have  seeD  th;  oills,  or  one 
bill  at  least,  sent  to  a  lawyer  for  over  $200, 
ant1  the  money  was  earned  on  duties 
entirely  *part  from  this  court  business.  I  see  him 
at  his  office  io  Couri  square  nearly  every  cav.  If 
one  of  these  constables  can  do  that,  other-  can,  if 
they  have  equal  ability,  and  I  pr,  suuae  the;  uo  so 
to  a  considerable  exteDt.  In  view  ot  ths  facr  toat 
these  courts  are  in  session  not  over  four  hours 
pei  day  on  tbe  average,  I  say  the  Salaries  we  save 
them  at  the  Beginning:  of  the  year  are  sufficient, 
and  the  officers  are  nor,  desetvmg  of  an  in- 
crease. This  is  to  time  tojijerease  salaries. 
Th«y  are  very  well  paid  tor  the  auties 
they  perform  «,nd  the  .ime  requiied.  Then, 
again,  tbe  amount  of  monev  ta«.<  n  m  court 
is  nothing  to  go  by  at  all.  T«.ke  Some  of 
these  courts — tor  instance,  the  Brighton  court.  I 
suppose  tbe  business  is  very  small  thote.  The 
commitments  there  aie  mostly  on  fair  days;  ibe 
people  have  pleoty  ol  uonev  and  pav  their  fioes, 
and  in  that  case  the  court  would  receive  a  great 
deal  of  money.  Then,  aga-e,  there  is  a  very  great 
difference  in  the  judges,  some  of  whom  hear  a 
great  many  complaints  io  a  year  aod  grant  no 
warrants,  wnile  others  grant  warrants  for  every 
trivial  offence  mat,  comes  totb^ui.  These  facts 
are  ntsceptibie  of  proof.  The  statistics  giv-n  are  no 
reliable  criterion.  It  is  we.i' known  that  some  of 
the  juoges  maenify  the  business  of  their  courts 
by  siraoriog  complaints  for  every  little  offence. 
Nov  I  want  to  emphatically  disclaim  saving  any- 
thing against  the  character  of  these  constables. 
I  am  not  sure  but  they  are  competent  men,  and  I 
have  no  fault  to  find  with  them.  So  far  as  1 
know,  therr  characters  are  good  and  above  re- 
proach; hut  I  say  that  toey  are  well  paid  for  the 
duties  they  perform.  Therefore,  I  say  that 
this  order  should  oot  be  passed,  and  the  salaries 
they  get  are  no  criterion  of  the  amoui  t  of  money 
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they  leceive  during  the  year.  For  these  reasons 
I  hope  the  order  to  increase  the  salaries  of  these 
men  will  uotpass. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  report  of  the  committee 
commends  itself  to  me  a?  a  fair  and  equitable  ad- 
justment of  the  salaries  of  officeis  connected  with 
our  municipal  district  courts.  It  should  be  borne 
in  miad  that  Iris  subject  was  before  us  more  than 
six  months  ago,  was  discussed  at  length  at  that 
time,  and  was  again  referred  back  to  the  commit- 
tee. After  a  full  and  impartial  consideration  ihe 
committee  have  again  fixed  the  salaries  precisely 
the  same  as  was  reported  at  thac  time.  I  might 
appeal  to  the  sympathy  of  [he  Board,  as  was  done 
here  some  »  eeks  ago  when  ihe  reduction  of  ihe 
pay  of  tne  taoorers  was  under  consideration,  and 
say  that  it  the  rewoit  of  tlis  committee  was  not 
sustained,  after  so  long  and  imoartial  a  considera- 
tion, it  would  be  a  decided  censure  on  that  com- 
mittee; but  I  am  convinced  that  tiis  recort  is  so 
fair  and  just  that  it  is  able  >o  stand  alone,  and 
sboulo  be  discussed  only  on  its  merits.  I  do  not 
understand  why  Aloermen  surround  this  question 
with  outside  issues.  What,  foi  instance,  has  the 
pav  of  a  policeman  to  oo  witn  ibe  salaries 
of  officers  in  our  courts?  Why  not  take 
the  salaries  paid  to  sim^ar  officers  m  tne 
courts  of  the  city  for  a  compa'ison  ana  a  guide. 
If  we  look  at  the  matrer  in  this  light  and  consider 
the  amount  of  work  performed,  ho>v  noes  it 
stv.ua?  The  salaries  paid  to  similar  officers  in  the 
courts  or  Boston  are  $1800,  in  ihe  H'ghlanos  $1500, 
in  South  Boston  $1140.  Are  the  services  of  a 
faithful  officer,  doitg  precisely  toe  same  work  at 
South  Boston— working  even  more  hoars  ud  col- 
lecting a  larger  percentage  of  money — worth  only 
$1140,  while  others  are  paid  $1800  and  $1500?  Do 
we  fix  salaries  according  to  location  ?  and  is  South 
Boston  such  a  God-forsafeen  place  that  a  faithful 
officei  must  be  doomed  because  ha  is  attached  to 
a  court  iu  that  loclity?  We  should  know  no  fa- 
voied  locality  in  this  inatier,  and  if  we  do  uot  is  it 
because  the  mental  qualifications  and  capacity  of 
the  officeis  at  the  Souta  Bostou  court  are  inferior 
to  the  officers  in  the  courts  m  Boston? 
Let  me  give  y  >u  some  idea  of  the  men 
wbo«i-  salaues  yon  are  now  a'cout  to  fix. 
Sheriff  Johu  M.  Clark,  after  a  long  acquaintance 
i<:  ith  Mr.  John  Rogers,  oe  of  these  officers,  says 
that  as  a  citizen,  police  officer  and  keeper  of  the 
prison,  he  lias  ever  distinguish  .d  himself  for  his 
capability  and  energy,  cornaiued  with  bumanit*. 
Surgeon  General  Dale  says  that  John  Rogers,  a 
police  officer  of  this  city,  is  well-koowu  as  a  j  of- 
ficer of  great  integrity  of  coaractei  and  upright- 
uess  in  his  official  lelatious.  Colonel  Clarke,  as- 
sistant provost  marshal  g  neral,  certifies  tint 
John  Rogers,  in  1864,  although  exempt  fr,,m  draft, 
furnished  a  substitute  tor  thiee  years  in  the 
Union  Army,  and  says  he  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vices to  the  military  authorities  of  the  city.  Cap- 
tain Bar  ard,  assistant  quartermaster,  certifies 
that  Police  Officer  Johu  Rogers  of  Statiou  No.  1, 
in  1863, 1864  and  1865,  arrested  fifty-two  csserters 
an .»  bounty  jumpers,  and  vasaveiy  active  E>ud 
vigilant  officer.  Gooeral  Sickles  and  Adjutant 
General  Schouler  t.ave  certified  m  terms  ot 
high  commendation  for  his  valuable  services. 
This  i' the  lecord  ot  a  man  who,  although  filling 
an  hum  ole  position,  has  always  doe  his  dut\ .  Is 
this  Board  readv  to  doom  him  and  say  that  his 
pay  shall  be  less  tb'.n  othefs  filling  similar  posi- 
tions? Is  this  Iht)  way  we  rewaio  faithful  and 
meritorious  services?  Mr.  E  D.  Foss,  the  other 
officer  connected  with  the  court,  was  selected  tor 
this  positiou  by  the  judge  on  account  of  his  large 
expeiienee  as  an  officer  and  his  acquaintance  with 
civil  oas-  s.  He  has  also  proved  that  the  selection 
was  an  excellent  one,  as  he  tu  s  filleo  the  position 
with  i,oe  greatest  satisfaction.  Having  given  you 
some  idea  of  the  men  employed,  I  will  now  detain 
you  for  a  few  miuutes  to  show  that  the  work  to  be 
done  employs  all  their  time.  Tne  f  >crs  given  are 
from  official  sources,  and  I  hope  the  Alderm-n  will 
compare  them  with  the  loose  statements  put  forth 
to  prejudice  their  case. 

The  numr-er  of  cases  m  the  South  Boston  court, 
during  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  ending'  June 
30,  was  2850  criminal  aod  602  civil— in  all  3452 
cases.  This  is  a  large  leco/d,  but  we  snould  re- 
member that  South  rtostov  contains  60,000  inhab- 
itants, and  is  larger  th«o  any  New  England  city 
outside  of  Boitou.  The  duties  of  the  Constables 
of  the  South  Bostou  Couris  are  as  follows: 

1.  Tbey  open  the  Court  Room  at  eight  o'clock 
everv  morning,  except  Sundays,  and  holidays  for 
criminal  business,  and  also  attend  the  ciyil  ses- 
sions. 


2.  The  criminal  and  civil  sessions  often  con- 
tinue until  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  sometimes 
until  half-past  six  in  the  evening. 

3.  The  Constables  receive  ana  take  care  of  all 
prisoners  and  sign  all  warrants  that  are  issued  on 
"complaints  made  by  the  police. 

4.  The  Constables  must  see  that  the  witnesses 
on  the  complaints  are  in  court. 

5.  The  Constables  collect  all  fines  and  costs 
after  the  adjouiv.meut  of  the  court,  and  they  nave 
also  to  serve  warrants  ajd  noiices  after  the  ad- 
journment. 

6.  The  Constables  make  out  proper  commit- 
ment papers,  and  convey  prisoners  to  the  various 
institutions  to  w^ich  they  are  sentenced  by  the 
court. 

7  When  a  police  officer  is  Lot  in  the  case,  and 
there  are  many  snch  cases,  the  constables  have  to 
arrest  the  prisoner  ano  get  the  witnesses  for  the 
Government. 

8.  They  fiav-  to  give  a  bond  in  the  sam  ot  $3000 
for  th"  faithful  performance  ot  their  duty. 

There  are  no  feesailT*ed  the  constable- of  the 
court.  The  fees  allowed  by  lav/  and  collected  in 
the  costs  taxed  against  the  prisoner  are  turned 
into  ihe  treasury,  anc  it  taees  but  a  small  portion 
of  these  fees  to  pay  the  present  salary  ot  consta- 
bl  s,  which,  it  the  Boaidof  Aldermen  aid  not  fix 
the  salary,  ibey  would  be  entitled  to  by  law. 
Thera  is  a  gieat  deal  ot  work  to  be  done  by  a  con- 
stable which  people  not  conversant  with  "the  du- 
ties of  th?  office  are  uot  aware  of.  'l hey  are 
ooliged  to  be  familiar  with  the  laws  in  legard  to 
both  civil  and  criminal  business,  and  th*  police 
look  to  them  for  information  aid  assistance  in 
getting  up  their  cases.  These  facts  show  that  the 
South  Boston  court  is  no  idle  place,  as  some  Alder- 
men would  have  us  believe,  and  that  the  two  con- 
stables who  attend  that  court  have  all  the  work 
that  it  is  possible  for  two  active  officers  to  attend 
to.  So  far  as  the  work  is  concerned,  the  record 
spealrs  lor  itself — 3452  cases  for  the  year  just 
closed. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Foss,  before  his  appointment  as  con- 
stable, had  an  office  in  Court  square,  and  his 
name  is  still  on  that  office,  although  occupied  by 
another  co  stable.  At  tae  request  of  the  judge 
and  the  lawyers  who  attei.rt  the  South  Boston 
court,  he  has  keDt  posted  up  m  tua>  office  a  trial 
list  of  ail  eas°s,  and  he  still  visits  that  office  to 
keep  this  'ist  correct  and  complete.  For  this 
service  be  receives  no  remuneration,  no,  as  before 
remarked,  it  is  done  ouly  for  the  convenience  of 
Sawyers.  Ihrveit  from,  good  authority  that  he 
receives  uo  pay  from  that  office.  I  repeat  that 
these  officeis  receive  no  pay  outside  the<r  s:»l  lies, 
aod  fcttey  only  gave  up  ottier  positions  because 
they  we're  giveu  to  understand  that  their  salaues 
would  be  equal  to  those  paid  to  similar  officers  in 
other  couus.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass.  because 
I  believe  these  men  deserve  tb-:  pay  that  the  com- 
mittee have  award-d  them. 

Alderman  Power — We  are  ^ot  dealing  with  sala- 
ries that  were  fixed  years  ago,  >vheu,  perhaps,  tne 
rate  might  have  be'eu  just  ana  equitable.  But 
times  have  changed.  We  are  dealing  with  sal a- 
ries  recently  established.  If  we  were  dea'ing 
with  salaries  of  constables  iu  the  central  Mui  i>  i- 
pal  Court,  1  would  have  gone  imo  that  and  given 
my  views  upon  that  subject.  But  we  hive  noth- 
ing to  do  with  them.  No-,  the  Alderman  says 
he  has  facts  i.  comparison  with  whicn  my  loose 
statement-:  are  not  to  be  considered.  I  make  the 
statement  that  the  average  time  of  those  courts 
is  not  over  four  hours  per  day,  and  I  defy  any  •  •ii« 
to  Drove  it  to  the  contrary.  I  do  uot  bring  any 
statistics  from  the  courts,  but  I  have  the  word 
of  police  >  en  stationed  there,  <•  ho  gi,e  me  the 
information.  Mr.  Foss,  oue  of  th"  constables, 
has  an  office  on  Court  square  ana  his  partner  is  a 
Mr.  Booth.  Mr.  Richa.dson  was  formerly  ln- 
partuer,  but  on  account  of  irregularities  in  the 
offict  he  was  not  reappointed.  If  proof  of  what  I 
say  is  wanted  I  can  bring  it.  I  make  no  loose 
statements.  As  for  the  hours  1  have  the  written 
ee  tificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  Highland  court 
that  the  average  time  there  is  four  bonis  per  day. 
It  is  signed  by  Alfrid  Williams,  clerk  of  the 
Municipal  Court,  Highland  District.    He  says— 

"In  answer  to  your  question  I  will  sta>e  that  the 
court  has  been'  in  session  during  the  months 
named  [the  two  months  pievious  to  tois],  on  the 
aveiage,  four  hours  per  day." 

©f  the  South  Boston  court,  winch  does  about 
the  same  amount  of  business,  i  have  oo  certifi- 
cate, because  I  do  no,  want  nu> .  1  am  about  there 
veiy  often.  I  have  reliable  police  offiCrrs  sta- 
tioned there  who  i>ive  me  »U    the   certificate  thai 
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is  necessary.  If  it  is  nec<>ssai'v  I  can  produce  a 
certificate  to  that  effect.  As  to  the  eulogy  upon 
Mr.  Rogers,  I  have  nothing  to  ray.  I  presume  he 
is  win  iliy  of  it.  I  presume  tie  is  as  reliable  a  con- 
stable as  there  is  in  Boston.  I  do  oot  suppose  it  is 
wilhio  the  knowledge  of  auy  mau  to  say  anything 
against  his  integrity  of  character.  I  nave  never 
said  anythmg  to  con  v<-y  a  different  impression.  But 
it  is  not  a  question  oi  Mr.  Rogers  or  of  nybody 
else  nth  me.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  what  sal- 
ary these  men  ought  to  receive  for  the  duties  per- 
formed. I  say,  considering  the  lighu  ess  of  then- 
labor,  that  a  salary  ot  el  eveu  hundred  ann  some 
odd  dollars  per  year  is  sufficient  tor  them.  As  I 
have  said  before,  there  is  not.  a  cai-tain  or  lieuten- 
ant of  police  with  worm  I  have  talked  about  this 
matter  who  tv.  uld  not  gladly  accept  the  position 
of  constable  in  these  courts  iu  preference  to  tilling 
his  position  iu  toe  police  force,  and  it  is  because 
the  court-  are  io  session  so  hortatmie  during  the 
day— on  an  average  of  about  lour  hours. 

Alderman  hards— Would  the-e  captains  or 
lieutenants  be  willing  to  accept  the  offices  at  the 
salaries  no*  paid,  $1100? 

Alderman  Power— Tnat  is  precisely  what  I  sav. 
It  is  for  the  reason  that  it  occupies  so  small  a  por- 
tion of  their  time,  and  gives  the  officer  an  opportu- 
nity to  mike  a  great  d.  al  ot  inouey  outside.  Toe 
business  of  these  couits,  the  commitments,  are 
hardly  a  criterion  to  go  bv.  It  is  easv  to  n  ag-  lfy 
the  number  of  cases.  I  know  of  me  instant  where 
a  dozen  boys,  some  of  them  almost  infsrts— at 
least  most  of  them  were  orimary-school  children — 
were  taiten  up  for  going  iii  swimming,  and 
were  sentenced  to  Deer  Island,  and  som'  of  them 
were  sent  there.  It  is  very  easv  to  mate  out 
three  or  four  thousand  such  cas-s  if  vou  can  ar- 
rest children  for  such  nffsnees.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  it  has  been  done  very  often,  or  more  than  one 
time,  but  any  one  can  see  that  when  it  is  desira- 
ble to  make  a  large  showing  for  a  court  it  is  very 
easy  to  make  it  in  that  way.  But  the  main  thing 
is  the  tacts  I  have:  givt'nof  the  r  umber  ot  hours 
these  courts  are  in  session.  In  the  Highland 
and  South  Boston  courts  the  number  of 
arrests  is  about  the  samt  —  about  1900 
in  the  Highland,  and  in  South  Boston 
1857  criminal  and  356  civi'.  Ther?  is  very  Little 
variation.  1  have  alreany  read  che  clerk's  certifi- 
cate giving  the  numbet  of  hours.  As  to  the  South 
Bo>ton  courts  and  the  time  they  ocupy  I  have 
personally  observed  them,  and  have  also  the  le- 
port  of  officers  upor  t  be  subject.  For  these  rea- 
p.ous  it  must  be  apparent  that  the  positions  are 
very  nesnable  at  iho"  salaries.  It  has  been  a 
question  with  one  ut  the  gentlemen  tilling  the 
office  in  Sooth  Boston  whether  he  ought  to  stay 
theieatall.  His  basinets  here  is  vwy  lucrative 
and  «ould  be  more  so  if  he  gave,  all  his  time  to  i-, 
and  he  could  perhaps  mak?  more  moaev 
than  by  going  over  theie.  I  have  not  looked 
aftei  any  figures  about  any  o'ler  man.  1  have 
not  looked  to  sse  whether  the  constables  .on  ;ct- 
ed  with  Mie  other  courts  have  l>cra  ive  positions 
or  make  money  from  anv  other  source;  but  1 1  i-s 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  facts  being  so  in 
this  case,  gentlemen  filling  othtt  similar  positions 
have  the  sane  opportunities  foi  making  money 
that  this  nfficei  has. 

Alderman  O'Brien— ihe  Alderman  from  Wa.d 
12  produces  the  certificate  of  the  cl-rk  of  the 
Highland  court,  to  snow  the  number  of  hours  the 
officers  arc  employed  in  those  courts.  1  should 
like  to  know  ti»w~it}&  nuaaoer  of  houis  that  an 
officet  suvesinthe  Highland  court  affects  the  num- 
ber of  hours  served  in  the  court  'n  South  Bos- 
ton. He  al-o  ?ays  it  is  not  a  question  of  the 
equalitv  of  salaries.  I -ay  it  is,  and  if  we  do  not 
pass  tin*  order  we  leave  the  salaries  wheie  they 
are — $1800  in  one  court:  $1500  in  another,  where 
the  clerk  says  that  only  four  hours  a  day  are  oe- 
cumed  by  the  busmess  of  the  coart;  and  $1140  in 
South  Bonoo.  Any  one  can  s-e  the  injustice  of 
this;  and  if  we  do  not  pass  tne  order  we  leave  it 
in  precisely  tbis  »ay:  the  officer  who  works  four 
hours  a  day  in  the  Highland  court  receives  $1500, 
and  the  one  «ho  work-  teo  hours  a  day  in  South 
Boston  receives  only  $1140.  There  ie  an  injustice 
about  this  that  wt.  shoull  remedy.  As  foe  the 
cases  that  comebe'or-*  the  South  Boston  court, 
they  are  not  so  trivial  as  'he  alderman  vould 
lead  us  to  suppose.  I  have  a  long  list  of  the 
cases  tneo  there  during  the  year,  but  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Aid  rinan  by  iea  ling  them  entire,  and 
will  give  oalv  ».  few:  Persons  charged  with  mur- 
der, 4;  assault  with  inteat  to  kill,  28;  assault  and 
batteiv,443.  Are  tnese  light  offences?  la  that 
the  kind  of  nork  i hat  occupies  so   little  time    of 


these  officers?  I  might  go  oa  and  ie»d  a  long  list 
of  crimes  that  these  officers  have  to  attend  to,  but 
I  will  not  occupv  tae  time  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Power—  I  giant  that  there  is  some 
truth  in  the  ai  gument  that  theie  is  injustice  in  it ; 
and  I  expected  the  commit  ee  to  remedy  that  evil 
by  equalizing  the  salaries.  I  x pressed  myself 
in  favor  ot  a  different  arrangement  of  the  sala- 
ries; ami  I  think  the  salary  ar.  the  Highlands  is 
coo  high  a  ad  should  be  reduced,  l  thins  the  offi- 
cers in  the  South  Boston  courts  aie  entitled  to  as 
much  salary  as  those  at  tne  Highlands;  and  when 
the  report  was  recommitted  I  hoped  the  commit- 
tee would  equalize  the  sa'arie-. 

Alderman  Qu'uc.y—  It  is  rather  a  new  idea  to  me 
that  the  judges  of 'our  Muiicipal  courts  are  men 
capable  of  eute-iog  into  a  mutual  admiratioa  so- 
ciety with  favorite  officers  of  the  courts  for  tne 
purpose  of  [jiving  to  a  co  i  mittee  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment a  false  impression  of  what  ihe  services  of 
those  officers  are  worth.  1  coute^  d  that  the  com- 
mittee did  what  anv  business  man  would  coin 
trying 'o  find  out  what  *m  •  services  ..f  a  porter 
are  worth.  He  would  go  to  tne  man  fot  whom  the 
porter  ban  worked  and  ask  what  his  sfrvicijs  are 
worth,  feeling  assured  that  he  would  give 
him  a  fair  idea  without  ceing  influenced 
by  favoritism.  We  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  judges  of  our  Munici- 
pal jouits  weie  fail  and  impartial  m  this 
matter.  It  may  be  that  many  persons  out  of  em- 
ployment tow  would  oe  capable  of  coing  the 
work  these  officers  do;  but  that  is  no  reasou  why 
an  officer  should  not  receive  a  fair  market  com- 
pensation iu  respect  to  the  rate  at  which  those 
services  are  compeaeat  d  elsewhere;  aod  l.e 
should  receive  it  wheiher  he  is  rich  or  pooi ,  or 
whether  he  has  otuei  source-,  of  deriving  a  sub- 
sisience.  It  is  the  value  of  the  sei  vices  at  the 
rate  at  wlrch  sued  services  a>e  compriisated  else- 
wuere.  Wu  we-t  to  what  we  conside  en  the 
fou  atari,  head,  >o  ^ei  ileaien  whom  we  believed  to 
be  entirely  incapable  of  favoitism:  and  they  had 
sufficient  statistics  o  1  -ad  ui,  to  this  cooclusion. 
I  hope  tne  Boatd  will  stand  by  fc'.e  report. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  recognize  considerable 
weight  it  the  argument-  of  both  sides.  It  seems 
to  me  thai  the  salaries  of  the  South  Boston  Con- 
sta  ies  are  somewhat  low  i-:  corn  oarison  wiih  those 
in  other  couits;  and  on  the  other  haro  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  advance  is  too  great,  it  being  $360  or 
something  like  thiri  v  per  cent.  Theref  re  I  move 
an  amendment  that  ihe  salaiie-  ot  the  Constables 
at  Souih  Bosto..  snail  be  at  the  taie  ot  $1320  a 
year  insteac.  of  $1500,  ^,s  proposed  in  the  order. 
That  will  give  be-i  $110  a  mooth,  a  d  it  is  just 
one  half  the  a.vauce  proposed  bv  putting  it  at 
$1500.  It  is  just  an  advance  of  $180  a  yea  ,  or 
about  fifteen  per  cent. 

Aloermar.  Power — I  hope  the  Alderman  ill  in- 
clude tbe  Highland  court  also. 

Alderman  Burrage— that  is  cot  b-fore  the 
Boatd. 

Alderman  Harris — Io  regard  to  this  lar«a  ad- 
vance, it  must  be  borne  in  mind  rh?.t  when  these 
salaries  w»-re  established— and  I  had  the  honor  to 
be  Chairman  of  the  committee— a  year  ago  last 
Feb  uary,  these  courts  were  then  in  their  mfaucy, 
and  yve  vve/e  in  doubt  as  to  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness that  would  cone  before  them.  There- 
fore we  started  the  salary  at  what  we  termed 
a  low  one,  c  ncl.ioiag  that  befoie  the  vear 
terminated  we  would  find  sonn  facts  or  sta- 
tistics upon  which  we  might  predicate  a  fair 
and  just  salary  tor  tbe  work  done;  and  fhs  evi- 
dence betoie  ihe  committee  his  warranted  us  in 
reporting  the  salaries  which  we  have.  It  is  fair  to 
assume  that  the  committee  are  not  ir.  favor  of 
high  salaries;  but  we  wisheo  to  do  justice,  and 
that  was  our  only  desire  and  intention'.  With  all 
the  evidence  before  us  we  could  do  nothing  l«ss 
than  what  we  have  done.  Tne  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  alluded  to  our  lefrainint;  from  considering  the 
matter  of  abolishing  some  of  the  courts.  We  had 
no  instruction:)  in  that  matter  at  all.  The 
courts  were  established  by  the  Legislature;  it  was 
cot  for  us  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  abolish- 
ing them,  and  we  did  not  *ntei  upon  it.  "We  had 
befor-  os  simply  the  establishing  of  the  salaries, 
and  we  le  ve  the  question  to  be  determined  by 
the  good  sense  of  tha  Board. 

The  amendment  of  Aiderman  Burtage  was  lost 
bv  a  rising  voce— 5  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Power  —  The  Alderman  fr  >m  tne 
Charlestown  District  say  -  the  question  of  abolish- 
ing the  courts  was  not  before  them.  It  should  be 
remembered  by  svery  member  of  this  Board  that 
that  question  was  raised  nere  iu  reference  to  at 
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least  one  cout,— wattner  if  was  at  all  necessary 
to  maintain  one  ot  the  couits  now  in  existence; 
and  the  opinion  wi<  expressed,  ana  I  think  it  ws 
so  uaoerstood,  tbat  the  committee  should  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  abolishn.g  at  least  one  of 
them;  or  at  least,  it  was  recommended.  I  pre- 
sume tbat  a  recommendation  ot  this  Government 
to  the  Legislature  ot  thr  propriety  ot  aboli-hiug 
any  o\e  of  those  courts  would  be  listened  to  aod 
ent:  rtaioed  ;  and  if  the  proper  evidence  were  pro- 
duced no  doubt  the  Legislature  would  relieve  the 
city  of  'hat  burden.  It  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant matters  referred  to  tbe  eomirittee,  ana 
should  have  been  considered  by  them  ;  for,  it  we 
have  judges,  clerks  and  co  stables  receiving  sala- 
ries in  a  couit  tor  which  chexe  is  no  necessity,  it 
should  be  abolisbel,  for  tbe  city  .-'hould  no*  be 
made  to  bear  any  unnecessary  burden.  I  excectsd 
sotEe  reference  to  this  question,  as  it  was 
discussed  when  the  matter  was  before  the 
Boant.  As  I  bave  before  sai:,  it  seems 
preposterous  at  the  present,  time,  in  view  of  toe 
state  of  busi-  ess  to  b?  starting  off  with  thes-  ex- 
oroitanc  salaries,  (or  they  art  exo>  oit^nt  in  coa.- 
pari=on  »ithotoers.  Allusion  was  mid"-  to  the 
fact  that  the  officeis  in  the  cou  t  in  the  city  proper 
get  $1800  a  year.  Tbe  Aloerman  knew  we  have  no 
control  over  that.  If  we  had  I  sbould  bave  given 
m»re  attention  to  it.  Tbe  facts  I  have  given  can- 
not re  controverted,  and  I  cannot  understand 
■why  this  Boatd  can  vote  ro  estab'isb  such  salarie" 
as  there.  As  I  bave  snown  in  one  instance,  it  is  a 
most  exorbitant  salary  for  the  city  do  pay  to  any 
officer,  considering  the  labor  perf  ore  ed. 

Aloerman  O'Brien-  This  subject  was  before  us 
last  April,  and  from  the  records  of  our  proceed- 
ings I  will  read— 

"Alderman  Clark  movsd  to  recommit  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  with  in- 
structions to  eonsnier  tbs  question  of  salaries  of 
all  constables  of  the  municipal  courts,  aaa  fix 
tbem  upoo  the  basis  of  the  amount  of  labor  per- 
formed, and  also  to  as  ertain  a"d  report  whether 
some  of  the  district  courts  cauoot  be  abolished. 

"The  motion  to  recommit  witb  instructions  was, 
after  a  brief  discussion,  lose— yeas  6,  nays  6. 

•The  orcer  was  then  recommitted  without  in- 
structions." 

Alderm?n  Present— I  voted  as  I  did,  in  favor  of 
tbe  amendment,  because  I  considered  this  an  in- 
opoortune  time  for  raising  Hie  salaries  of  con- 
stables. There  is  considerable  argument  in  the 
matter  as  piesented  by  the  Aldermt-,n  from 
Cbarlestown  and  Ward  14.  But  the  question  is 
w  nether  tbe  basis  of  $1500  for  this  amount  of  wot  k 
is  not  the  wrong  one, — whether  the  salaries  sbould 
be  increaseo1.  or  whether  the  matter  had  better 
not  be  delayed  until  another  year,  and  the  high 
salaries  of  certain  officers  be  reduced.  I  am 
aware  of  tne  very  great  discrepancy  in  tbe  sau- 
ries paid  to  officers  in  the  servi  e  of  the  city  and 
the  county  ;  but  just  at  the  cioce  of  ihe  year,  it  is 
questionable  in  my  mind  whether  we  should  raise 
ttiese  salaries  from  $11-10  to  $1500,  aud  recognize 
the  latter  as  the  proper  basis.  The  du'ie1  ot  these 
officers  are  the  saaie,  or  similar  to  tuise  of  police 
officer— captaius,  lot  instance.  We  are  paving 
cao tains,  in  the  Ponce  Department  .$4  a.  dayor  $1460, 
$40  less  than  it  is  proposed  to  pav  the  cb  ist:  bles 
of  the  court  in  South  Boston.  I  hardly  think  the 
Altlermaa  from  tbe  Chatlestown  District,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Co»  mittee  ot-  Couoi  v  Accounts, 
would  be  willing  to  acknowledge  tbat  the  respon- 
sibilities resting  upou  tbi'  constables  m  the  South 
Boston  court»  are  so  great  as  those  of  the  po- 
lice captain  in  Cbarlestown.  By  no  inesns.  Tiiat 
captain  is  supposed  to  be  on  r'utv  every  day  in 
the  year;  te  is  liable  to  be  called  upon  in  the  mid- 
dl '  b"  tbe  night;  he  is  on  duty  nu  Sundays,  arid 
perfot  ens  arduous  duty  on  bolidays.  He  has  very 
great  responsibilities,  virtually  having  rue  con- 
trol of  the  police  force  m  that  section. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  police 
captaios  in  South  and  East  Boston.  So 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  responsibilities  of  offi- 
cers in  those  positions  are  very  much  more  than 
those  of  the  constable •■  in  the  South  Boston  Mu- 
nicipal Court;  and  the  question  in  my  mind  is 
whether  the  basis  is  right.  If  we  could  estibhsh 
•i  proper  basis,  tnen  ot  course  tbe  salaries  could 
be  properly  giaded  and  the  constables  would  be 
paid  according  to  tne  work  performed.  But  it  is 
quite  probable  that  in  another  yeat  we  might 
think  it  expedient  to  i educe  the  salaues  of  offi- 
cers and  clerks  in  the  city  departments  generally; 
and  therefore  1  am  inclined  to  think  it  would  be 
as  well  to  let  this  mattei  remain  as  it  is  uniil  the 
whole  subject  is  taken  into  consideration  another 


year,  when  a  propsr  basis  may  be  fixed  udoj  which 
to  establish  toese  salaries. 

Alderman  Power — Tee  Aldsrmaa  on  my  left 
asked  me  a  question  -  ben  I  was  up  before,  and 
the  Aldermun  from  Ward  9  reminds  me  of  it 
again  ;  and  it  is  tae  comparative  duties  of  consta- 
bles aod  policemen.  The  question  of  raising  po- 
licemen's pav  as  before  this  Boarc  m  ?.rly  four 
years  a^o,  wh  n  t  vervtbing  was  higher,  and  »hen 
]•  appeared  to  be  a  reasonable  request;  vet  a  ma- 
jority of  this  Board  voted  against  it.  I  opposed 
the  measure  because  I  thonent  that,  on  tbe  whole, 
the  compensation  wa  fair.  I  never  thought  it 
was  3i  're  than  fair  or  j  ct;  bat  l  think  Jt  is  just, 
and  v?itb  that  view  it  seems  to  me  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  a  salary  as  this  for  constables  who 

00  comparatively  so    little,    is   so    unjust    liat 

1  don't  know  hew  this  Boaro  can  do 
it;  or  if  they  do,  how  they  can  refuse  to 
raise  the.  policeman's  pay.  I  mai  tain  th^t 
just  as  high  an  older  ot  intellect  is  required 
in  auy  policeman  as  in  a  coostable  in  mv  of  these 
positioos.  Much  mote  responsibility  rests  on  a 
police  officer,  a  captain  or  lieutenant,  toan  upon 
any  constable  in  taese  courts,  because  tbey  are 
open  to  all  sorts  of  temptations;  be  has  your 
property  uooer  his  eyes  and  is  supposed  to 
watch  aod  gu^rd  it;'  he  has  to  deal  with 
ladies  od  bis  route;  and  1  say  there  is  just  as  high 
an  order  of  intelligence  required  in  a  policeman 
as  there  is  in  a  constable,  and  if  vou  raise  this 
salary  I  don't  see  bow  you  can  in  justice  keep  the 
*■  aees  or  'he  police  foice  at  toe  present  price.  If 
this  is  a  proper  salary  foi  these  constables,  vou 
are  certainly  doing  gieat  iuju°.ice  to  the  police 
iorce.  When  these  constables  aie  eujoying  them- 
selves by  th?ir  firesides  in  the  evt-ning,  and  on 
Sundays  and  holidavs,  policemeu  arc  often  called 
upon  to  peiform  the  most  aiouous  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  them. 

Ald-rma-n  Harris— Do  nor  policemen  have 
double  pay  on  holidavs? 

Aloeiinan  Power— I  never  kne  *  a  policeman  to 
get  douole  pay  for  one  day's  woik:  but  if  he 
works  the  whole  twenty-tour  bouis  1  suppose  he 
gets  double  pay.  1'iie  Alderman  his  stated  truly 
that  it  is  so  near  the  close  of  the  year,  that  tins 
matter  can  go  by  until  tbe  whole  salary  question 
comes  up  next  v"ar,  when  you  will  be  ooligea  to 
make  considerable  reductions.  I  don't  mean  to 
say  by  this,  or  to  claim  to  ask  for  an  indiscrimi- 
nate cutting  down  ot  salaries;  but  maoy 
salaries  aie  too  hizh, considering  ihe  ••  ay  business 
aud  times  are,  aid  they  must  be  reduced.  Some 
of  the  salaries  are  not'  too  high,  I  know;  some, 
comuared  with  the  duties  performed,  are  not  high 
enough,  but  others  should  be  reduced.  Therefore 
it  would  he  bttter  to  let  this  matter  lie  over  till 
the  salary  question  comes  up  next  vear,  when  it 
can  receive  proper  consiaetatiou.  If  you  fiz  it  at 
the  rate  pioposeo.  it  s-ems  to  me  that  vou  cannot 
in  all  jusuce  refuse  to  rais;  the  pav  if  the  police. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  tio  not  be.ieve  in  holding 
up  tbe  pay  ot  the  police  as  our  model  and  euide. 
It  has  always  appealed  to  me  that  the  pay  of  our 
policemen  was  very  unequal  and  unjust,  lr  tnat 
department  merit  is  rarely  recognized  or  acknowl- 
edged—lung  and  faithful  services  r- rely  receive 
any  reward.  Th"  patrolman  who  has  served  the 
city  five  and  too  years,  who  nas  ever  be  n  piompt 
in  'th  perforata  cs  of  bis  cuty,is  placed  on  aa 
equality  with  every  jv  *  comer  on  the  force,  aod 
receive  no  more  pay.  1  believe  it  merit  an.  effi- 
ciency in  that  deparrme;  t  were  acknowledged  by 
incieased  pay,  it  the  salary  of  a  policemau  was 
based  on  the  sei  vices  which  he  has  rendered  in 
detecting  crime  and  arrcsti.  g  criminals,  we  would 
haveia  far  more  efficie  t  force.  The  ooliceman 
receiv°s  no  more  pay  than  he  ougut  to  receive, 
and  the  most  erhciet  torn  on  the  lorce  do  not  re- 
ceive enough.  Chey  ought  to  he  giaded.  and  the 
rueu  on  th-  force  v  ho  have  served  the  city  faith- 
fully for  year*  ougot  to  be  recognizee!  -otai  as 
pav  is  concerned.  Butrncomparug  (he  pav  ot 
policem  n  with  the  pay  of  constables  the  whole 
story  is  not  tolo.  Let  me  supply  this  deficiency. 
A  police  officer  has  a  salary  of  $1095  and  if  be  is 
a  live  man  he  has  aj  opportunity  to  in- 
crease it  fiom  $100  .o  $500  or  $600  more.'  This  he 
can  do  honorably  aud  Witbin  the  rules  of  the  Po- 
lice Department,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Police 
Committee  and  his  chi»t. 

1.  The  police  officer  is  allowed  all  witness  fees 
before  the  grand  jury  aim  iu  tuc  Superior  Court 
in  sll  his  cases  that  go  there. 

2.  He  is  allowed  all  rewards  offer-  d  for  the  de- 
tection or  ctimintls  if  successful  in  capturiug 
them. 
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3.  He  is  allowed  compensation  for  extra  duty 
while  ewploved  by  citizens  when  off  duty  for  the 
citv— in  attending  balls,  theatres,  auction  sales, 
or  iu  aciv  other  way  the  citizen  m»y  iequire  his 
services. 

4.  He  ha"  a  vacation  ot  fourteen  days,  during 
wuich  he  receives  pay. 

5.  It  injuied  in  the  discuaige  of  his  duty  he 
receives  pa  v. 

6.  If  he  becomes  sick  be  gets  his  ptv.  for  a 
limited  time,  from  tup  city  and  also  one  ;  ollar 
per  oay  from  the  Police  Belief  Fund. 

7.  It  his  wife  dies,  when  in  the  department,  be  > 
gets  $100  f-om  said  association. 

8.  If  be  dies  m  iho  depaitment  Lis  wife  sets 
$500. 

If  a o  officer  of  oiii-  courts  gets  nisabled  or  in- 
jur?" while  iu  the  discharge  it  his  dutis,  there 
is  provision  mate  by  the  Citv  Governmeut  to  com- 
pensate him  for  loss  of  tiniu  by  sickness  or  inju- 
ries received. 

The  police  force  have  these  petquisnes  in  addi- 
tion to  a  salarv  of  $1095a  year,  Many  of  them  do  get 
alarge  increase  of  .-alary,  and  I  do  not  see  whv  all 
nf  them  cannot  do  to  l>y  an  squal  distribution  of 
ttese  extras,  and  I  believe  most  of  them  do. 

Aidenii'.n  BurragP— What  i-;  the  gentleman's 
authority  f.ii  this  list  of  perquisites  he  has  read? 

Aluermao  O'Brien— Bo<  s  the  gentleman  deny 
any  of  them?  I  have  employed  souie  of  the  po- 
licemen myself  in  attending  to  balls,  and  I  know 
that  they  receive  extra  compensation  foi  such 
mat  ters. 

Aulertnau  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— I  am  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police,  and  I  pretend  to  deuy  that 
police  met  have  any  such  i  igbts  as  are  represent- 
ed by  the  Alderman  fiom  the  R  >xbury  IVtrict. 
Their  pay  is  $3  a  da)  and  no  more,  and  for  it  they 
serve  the  city  faithfully  365  days  in  the  year.  To 
be  suie>  theydo  have  fourteen  days'  vacation,  out 
that  is  all  the  vacation  they  have.  They  cannot 
rei-eiw.  a  present  of  a  pOJket  pistol  without  com- 
ing to  i he  Mayor  and  the  Committee  on  Police  for 
permission;  they  cannot  receive  a  ten -collar  bill 
from  auy  citizen  ot  Boston  for  having  cletcict-d 
and  arrested  a  thief  who  broke  into  t.*e  citizen's 
store,  without  asking  permission.  Vtry  likely  tnev 
may  get  extra  pay  f or  attending  balls,  but  it  is 
after  they  have  set  v-d  the  city  faithfully  from  8 
A.  M.  to  6  o'clock  at  night,— after  they  have  done 
a  full  day's  amy,  and  not  after  serving  torn  1  ours 
in  toe  police  coil  t  at  Soatb  Boston.  They  leceive 
three  dollars  a  day  for  walking  up  and  down  ihe 
stieets  in  hot  anii  cold  and  pleasant  ami  rainy 
weather,  anc.  very  few  of  them  receive  perqui- 
site»  amounting  to  $300  [ er  a-mum.  Occasionally 
a  policeman  is  f  imitate  enough  to  have  a  revolv- 
er presented  to  him;  but  ne  has  no  right  to  take 
it,  and  they  n.-ver  do  take  them  without  coming 
to  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Committer  on 
Police  lor  permission.  So  rhis  extra  compi  nsa- 
lion  is  not  as  repre-eoted  by  ch«  Alaerman  from 
Roxbury.  They  receive  witness  tees,  cut  those 
fees  ate  turned  it.to  a  fund  to  take  care  of  loose 
men  wheo  thev  grow  old  and  cannut  take  care  of 
tbemse.ves;  and  they  caunot  partake  of  the  bene- 
fits of  that  fund  unles  thy  aie  members  of  an 
association,  ?«od  contribute  so  much  a  year  to  it 
during  their  active  life  on  t"e  force.  So,  Mr. 
Chairman  ano  gent  eman  of  the  Board,  if 
policemen  do  receive  extra  pay  it  is  after 
they  have  served  the  city  raithiuliy  during  the 
hours  in  which  thev  are  obliged  to  work  in  order 
to  earn  this  $3.  If  a  policeman  i;  unfortunate 
enough  to  have  nis  head  bro'er;  in  arresting  a 
criminal,  and  is  laid  "p  for  ihuty  or  sixty  days, 
souk  times  tb-.  Committee  on  Polic-:  consider  his 
case  and  make  him  an  alio  varcj  of  part  pay  our- 
mg  the  time;  bat  that  applies  to  patrolmen,  a/id 
not  to  the  caotains,  whose  pav  is  $4  a  day.  Is  it 
to  be  presumed  that  among  all  our  captains  we 
have  rot  those  who  are  entitled  to  receive  as  much 
pay  as  the  constables  iu  the  South  Boston 
court,  whose  respousibiities  are  not  to  be 
compared  with  those  ot  the  captains  of  stations  2 
a;id  4,  for  instance,  or  anv  other  station,  who 
work  a  year,  except  fourteen  days' vac  tion,  for 
$1460?  Now,  Mi.  Churnar,  what  are  the  duti.s 
of  the  constables  of  the  South  Boston  court?  I 
am  not  posted  in  tneir  duties,  but  the  Alderman 
from  Roxbury  is.  Woy,  sir,  they  h?  ve  a  vacation 
of  three  or  four  months. 

AloerruanO  Brien— Th  yhave  no  vacation;  they 
work  every  day  in  the  week. 

Al  lerinan  Clark — Every  day  except  Sundays 
and  holidays. 

Alderman   O'Brien— I  would  say   that   at    the 


South  Bosion  court  th»y  work  ten  hours  a  day; 
and  at  the  Highlands  four  hours,  as  the  Alder- 
man certifies. 

Alderman  Clark— Does  the  Alderman  know  that 
they  woik  ten  nours  a  day? 

Alderman  O'Brien— i  stited  that  ihpy  work 
from  eight  o'clock  in  the  moroing  very  often  un- 
til half-past  six  in  the  evening;  and  after  they  get 
through  with  ihen  business,  the?  have  to  serve 
warrants,  collect  fKes,  and  do  other  work  outside 
of  office  hours. 

Alderman  Clark — 1  undeitalie  to  say  ihat  the 
duties  of  a  constable  in  the  South  Bonon  court 
will  not  aveiane  five  hours  a  oay  during  the  365 
days  of  the  yeir,  while  tue  duties  of  a  police  cap- 
tain require'bis  constant  ar.ention. 

Aide,  m  n  Karris — Does  the  gentleman  know  of 
bis  o-vn  knowledge,  that  they  only  work  rive  hours 
a  day? 

Alderman  Cla  k— My  own  kr.  owleoge  is  proba- 
bly about  the  sr.me  as  that  of  the  Alderman  fom 
Roxbury,  when  he  savs  thev  wmk  ten  hours. 
Now  wiat  opportunities  do  corstables  have  ot  in- 
cieasmg  their  salaries?  Verv  great.  The  aver- 
age time  occupied  in  the  duties  ot  a  South  Bo:ton 
coLStable  ;re  tour  hours  a  day;  and  1  Have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  but  that  st'ti-ment  is  correct, 
'the  constables  have  their  Sunaays,  afternoons 
and  ail  legal  holidays,  and  yet  jou  ask  us  to  pay 
them  $1500  a  year,  when  vou  pay  police  caotains 
$1460  for  wording  everyday  in  the  year  except 
their  fourteen  dayf'  vacation.  It  seems  to  me 
that  w  cannot  consistently  vote  to  pay  tne  price 
recommenoed  by  the  committee,  unless  *e  vote 
tonight  to  incrsase  the  pay  of  police  captais, 
lieutenants,  -eigeants  and  patrolmen.  Are  wt. 
prepared  to  do  that,  a*  things  exist  in  the  citv  to- 
day? If  not,  how  can  we  vote  to  i-vy  the  co^ta- 
bles  that  sum?  It  is  treating  the  policemen  un- 
xairly.  If  constables  infke  mree  or  four  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  t  allows  that  their  s-rvice--  are  not 
lequiieo  bv  th-  couit  all  the  time.  My 
object,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  coming  rows  w  s 
to  say  tnat  tue  repn  seniation-  made  about  the 
extra  ei'-i  ings  ot  patrol rnei;  are  not  correct,  and 
th  it  tneir  average  perquisites  aienct.  $10  a  year. 
What  are  toe  opportunities  that  polite  captains 
have  of  getting  anvrhing  outstdeof  their  salaries? 
I  do  not  now  rememb.-r  a  single  instarce  where  a 
police  captain  has  received  a  pre-ent  Decides  his 
salary  of  $4  a  day,  though  mere  n  ay  have 
been  uch  cases.  1  trust  we  shall  not  tlo  the  Po- 
lice Depsitment  so  gr^at  injustice  as  to  select 
out  two  ot  three  men  and  give  them  $1200  and 
$1500  a  >i  ar  for  doing  o;  e-nalt  the  labor  tequired 
of  police  officers  generally,  to  whom  we  pay  less 
salaries. 

Alderman  O'Briej— Are  policemen  not  llowed 
to  receive  rewards  offered  for  the  apprehension  of 
criminals  if  successful  in  capturing  them? 

A.lde  man  Clark — If  a  rewa  d  is  offered  by  the 
Mayor  a'ad  Aide'  men  for  the  arrest  of  a  raurt  erer 
"i-  thief,  and  some  one  member  of  tbe  police  force 
is  sufficiently  alert  ;o  captare  hi:  ,  of  cour-e  he 
geis  the  reward ;  but  tbat  will  acply  to  any  citizen 
at  large,  as  well  as  to  the  police,  and  the  consta- 
bles and  judges  of  ou.  courts. 

Allerman  O'Brien— That  is  one  of  tbe  extras  I 
spoke  ot,  and  which  the  Ald-rman  dy.  led.  I  ask- 
ed it  tbey  are  not  allowed  to  receive  extra  com- 
pensation when  off  dutv  ano  employed  by  citizens. 
That  is  pnother  extra  of  wh:ch  Ispoke,  and  whi;h 
the  Alderman  denied;  but  he  confirms  it  by  Ms 
remarks.  The  policeman  has  a  vacation  ot  four- 
teen days.  That  is  one  <f  the  poi"ts  I  made,  and 
the  Ald°rman  does  Dot  ceuy  it.  If  he  is  mimed 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  reeeiv  s  part 
compensation  for  the  time  lost.  That,  is  ore  of 
tne  points  I  made,  and  the  Aide/rnau  sustains 
it.  If  he  becomes  sick,  be  l*  allowed 
pay  foi  a  limiteo  time,  lh  t  is  a  point  I 
made,  and  the  Aldermau  sustains  it.  It  his  wife 
dies,  he  gets  a  certain  remuneration;  and  if  he 
dies  his  wife  gets  a  donauon.  I  made  all  these 
points,  and  the  Aldenur  n  deniec  them  ;  yet  in  his 
remarks  he  sustains  every  one  of  them. 

Alderman  Clark — I  did  not  deny  any  statement 
made.  I  presume  that  many  members  of  the  po- 
lice to.ee  belong  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
recive  peconiaiy  beaefirs  from  them. 

Alcerman.  O'Brien— Doe?  the  Alderman  deny 
that  policemen  receive  compensation  for  attend- 
ing to  balls  when  off  outv  ? 

Alderman  Clark— 1  have  no  doubt  that  nolice- 
men  attar  having  labored  all  dav  tor  the  cty — for 
which  he  jeceives  $3 — if  he  prefer.-  to  go  to  a  ball 
or  fair,  instead  of  going  home  to  oed,  he  does  re- 
ceive exrra  pay;  but  he  does  it  after  he  has  fin- 
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isheti  his  day's  work  for  the  city.  Now,  how  many 
times  are  the  police  called  upon  to  perform  extra 
duty  without  any  extra  compensation?  Con- 
stantly aDd  continually,  after  having  done  a  full 
day's  labor.  If  a  policeman  serves  double  time 
he  is  ectitled  to  extra  compensation;  hut 
in  the  case  of  a  fire,  which  occurs  fre- 
quently, or  a  riot,  and  upon  many  other 
occasions,  after  baviog  served  the  city  faitbfully 
all  day  or  night,  they  are  called  upon  to  perform 
extra  service,  for  wbicti  they  never  receive  a  dol- 
lar. Because  a  policeman  beloons  to  a  charitable 
organization,  if  it  sees  fit  to  payhiui  a  certain 
amount  when  nis  wife  or  child  oies,thal  has  noth- 
ing to  do  wi<h  the  pay  he  receives  from  the  city. 

Alderman  Harris — ft  is  derived  from  the  fees  he 
earns  in  tlin  courts. 

Alderman  Clark — It  is  because  he  is  a  member 
of  the  society  and  bas  contributed  to  it,  just  as 
any  ooe  may  receive  benefits  from  the  Ma-ons  or 
Odd  Fellows.  I  sav  we  can  not  consistently  vote 
to  give  these  men  these  salaiies  unless  we  are  pre- 
pared to  increase  the  pav  of  the  700  policemen  of 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderm  n  Quincy — These  constables  are  no 
more  members  of  the  police  force  thm  they  are 
members  of  tbe  Fire  Department;  and  it  the  ques- 
tion is  not  what  tbe  services  of  a  consfabie  are 
worth,  at  the  rate  at  whicii  thev  are  generally 
compensated,  aid  whether  it  vjoold  be  unfair  to 
raise  tneir  pay  without  raising  that  of  others.  I 
don  t  know  but  I  sboula  like  a  little  time  10  col- 
lect satistics  about  the  Fire  Department,  as  it 
may  be  unjust  to  tbem.  But  tbe  constables  are 
just  as  distinct  from  the  police  as  tbey  are  from 
the  firemen,  and  it  seems  to  be  getting  up  an  en- 
tirely false  issue  to  argue  that  it  will  be  unjust  to 
tbe  police  to  raise  or  lower  the  compensation  of 
the  constables.  The  pay  of  the  Police  Dspaii- 
tuent  has  no  more  to  do  with  it  than  that  of  the 
Fire  Department,  and  we  are  losiog  sight  of  the 
main  question  by  discussing  that  question. 

Alderman  Claik  in  th*.  cuair. 

Alderman  Power — I  have  my  life  iisured  in  two 
or  three  office'*,  and  have  to  pay  a  yearly  premi- 
um, and  these  policemen  are  situated  n  verv 
much  the  same  way;  and  if  they  fail  to  pay  their 
yearly  contributions  they  would  he  served  just 
the  same  as  I  would  by  a  life  insurance  company 
if  1  Jailed  to  pay  rav  assessment.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent to  me  that  the  committee  have  not  looked 
into  this  matter  themselves,  and  that  not  one  of 
them  knows  the  kind  of  duty  performed 
by  these  men.  I  say  after  personal  inves- 
tigation that  the  court  at  South  Boston 
does  not  average  four  hours  a  day,  and  I 
defy  aay  one  to  prove  to  the  contrarv.  Evidently 
the  committee  tiou'eknow  anything  from  persoi- 
1 1  observation.  They  have  takeu  the  reports  of 
those  who  are  intniested,  mil  have  lot  looked  into 
the  matter.  When  ths  Alderman  from  Waro  14 
talks  about  eight  or  ten  hours'  duty  in  the  South 
BostoQ  Com  t— 

Alderman  Burr-age— How  many  boms  do  con- 
stables work?  There  seems  to  be  a  little  confu- 
sion in  tega'd  to  the  time.  It  may  not  he  oenied 
that  the  coin  t  does  not  sit  over  f  nur  hours;  but  do 
the  constables'  work  attei  the  court  adjourns? 

Alderman  Power — It  is  evideut  that  Mi,  Foss 
does  not,  because  I  am  told  taat  his  income,  with 
his  partner,  is  over  $4000  a  year.  Mr.  Ricuardson 
was  formerly  bis  uartuer,  but  for  some  irregulari- 
ties he  was  di  opped  from  tne  office  last  vear •  but 
he  does  business  still,  though  no-  regularly  ap- 
pointed, and  Mr.  Booth  sisns  tb°  papers.  I  nave 
seeo  quite  a  number  of  bills  in  a  lawyer's  office- 
one  of  over  $100— j  nich  wer?  paid  to  that  consta- 
ble's office. 

Alderman  Hanis—  For  what  service? 

Alderman  Power—  l'"or  the  services  of  the  con- 
stables, principally  for  putting  in  keepers.  The 
constable  frets  a  do'iar  a  day  for  potting  a  keeper 
in  a  place  of  busiuess,  and  the  keeper  gets  $2.  If 
any  proof  is  needed,  I  can  produce  the  bills  from 
tb°  office  tor  whici  the  duties  were  performed.  If 
tbis  one  officer  does  so,  *by  cannot  any  other  cou- 
stable  make  monev  in  the  same  way?  It  is  a  laud- 
able thing,  and  tbey  deserve  credit  for  it,  instead 
of  spondlug  three-quarters  of  their  time  m 
idleness  they  devote  it  to  labor,  and  profit 
by  it.  It  is  no  uisparagetueot  to  them 
to  do  so.  To  establish  this  salary  as  proposed  is 
preposterously  extravagant.  It  is  not  fair  to 
compare  these  salaries  with  those  established 
years  ago,  over  which  we  have  mo  coutrol.  I  make 
no  loose  statemeots,  and  if  you  establish  this  sal- 
ary it  is  the  giossest  injustice  to  the  police,  too 


work  from  8  A.  M.  to  6  P.  M.,  and  I  don't  see  how 
you  can  refuse  to  increase  their  pay.  I  defy  any 
one  to  controvert  my  statements;  and  if  any  Al- 
derman can  do  so  I  would  like  to  hear  him. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  don't  desire  to  take  up 
anymore  time  after  toe  full  discussion;  but  I 
consider  tnis  salary  very  large  compared  with  that 
paio  the  Police  and  Fire  departments.  I  have 
heard  i  otbing  to  conti overt  my  previous  state- 
ment. The  trouble  seems  to  be  that  the  basis  is 
not  properly  fixed.  It  appeals  to  De  taSen  for 
grafted  that  ihe  services  of  a  constable  id  a  Rox- 
bury  court  are  worth  S1500,  and  if  so,  the  ser- 
vices of  one  ir?  South  Boston  sre  worth  the  same 
amount.  But  suppose  the  converse  is  true — that 
the  Roxbury  constable  is  not  worth  more 
than  $3  a  day — therj  we  oughr  not  to  pay 
the  South  Boston  constable  more  than  that 
sum.  In  view  of  the  present  condiiion  of 
business,  and  the  positron  of  tne  Board  in 
regard  to  the  pay  of  laborers,  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  members  it  they  think  the  basis  of  S1500  for 
this  work  is  correct?  For  one,  I  rhink  it  is  not. 
The  matter  of  policemen's  pav  has  beei  discussed 
year  after  year,  and  it  has  been  fixed  at  tbe  pres- 
ent rate,  so  in  the  Fire  Department,  under  the 
preseit  regulations,  there  are  greater  responaibil- 
ties  resting  upon  (he  captains  of  tire  companies 
than  upon  constables,  and  i  bev  leceive  but  $1250 
a  year.  So,  i -stead  of  making:  this  salaiy  higher, 
iris  a  se.ious  tratter  for  u^  io  coi  sider  whether 
it  oueht  not  to  go  ov°r  to  another  yfc;ir,  ihat  we 
may  see  whether  the  salaries  of  all  tbe  officeis  in 
the  different  courts  canuot  he  established  upoc 
at  equitable  basis, 

Alderman  Biseiow — This  matter  has  been  pretty 
fully  discussed,  and  I  must  confess  that  1  am  no't 
prepareo  to  vote  for  the  increase  askeo  for.  I 
therefore  move  that  t  je  whole  subject  be  refer:  ed 
to  the  next  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Prescott  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  /.rev.iled—  yeas  6,  nays  5— as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage.  Clark,  Pow- 
er, Prescott,  Worthiusrtoo— 6. 

Nays— Aldbrmen  Hanis,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Quincy, 
Viies— 5. 

Absent — Alderman  Stebbins. 

Alderman  Power — I  move  a  reconsideration, 
hooiog  it  will  not  Devail. 

Aldertran  O'Brien — I  bope  that  motion  wdl  not 
prevail.  One  Alderman,  who  ha?,  given  a  great 
deal  of  attention  to  this  subject. is  absent  tonight. 
He.  is  in  favor  of  the  order,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  taking  an  undue  advantage  to  nail  it  in  that 
way. 

Alderman  Quiacj — I  bope  it  will  be  withdiawn 
or  Dot  pass,  because  It  hid  been  the  iwemiou  of 
the  committee  to  appeal  fs»r  further  delay,  on  ac- 
count ot  the  absence  of  thp  Aloerman.  to  clinch 
it  now  would  be  a  little  UDfair. 

Alderman  Power— I  cid  n't  uall  this  question  up, 
and  didn't  desire  to.  It  is  the  committee's  own 
doing.  I  ncriced  the  Alderman's  absence  when 
it  was  clled  up.  It  has  be-n  decided,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  ad  here,  to  it. 

AHleriuan  Harris — Ibis  question  would  have 
come  up  la-st  «e^k.  but  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
12  asked  to  have  it  postponed,  because  he  was 
coUecting  some  tacts  and  ti>jures  to  present  to  the 
Board.  It  was  understood  then  that  it  w  s  to 
come  up  today,  and  we  were  not  aware  that  the 
Aloerman  from  ward8woula  be  absent.  It  was 
posiponed  last  week  at  the  request  ot  the  Alder- 
man from  War  j  12,  and  row  I  don't  think  it  is 
fair  to  eud  it  in  the  absence  ot  the  g^utlemao  from 
Ward  8. 

Alderman  Bur  age— If  the  Alderman  from  Ward 
8  weie  present  uo  reconsioeraiioo  could  be  car- 
ried; the  vots  would  be  6  to  6.  I  think  we  had 
better  settle  it  tow.  It  would  be  a  grave  mistake 
to  raise  the  salaries  now,  when  toe  end  of  the  year 
is  setting  so  near. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  is  true  that  no  reconsider- 
ation could  prevail,  but  the  vote  to  refer  to  the 
next  Board  of  Aldermen  would  not  have  been 
pf.sseu  ;  it  would  have  stood  6  to  6. 

Aloerman  Burrage— But  it  has  been  done. 

Aloerman  Worthingtoo  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  uays. 

The  motion  prevailed. — yeas  6,  nays  .V 

Yeas— Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brieu,  Pone,  Quioey, 
Viles,  Worthington — 6. 

Nays  —  Aldermen  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark. 
Power,  Prescott — 5. 

4.bseot^-Alderuiau  Stebbins. 
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OFFICE  HOURS  IN  CITY  DEPARTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  ordinance  to  rsgulate  the  of- 
fice hours  tn  the  city  departments. 

Aldei  man  Quincy — This  ordinance  has  received 
the  approval  of  the  various  departments  it  regu- 
lates, aod  the  amendments  called  to  tbe  attention 
of  the  committee  have  been  made.  There  is  now 
no  reason,  so  far  as  the  committee  know,  why  it 
should  not  be  passed. 

Alderman  Prescott— While  ihis  mitter  is  under 
consideration  I  would  like  to  bring  up  a  question 
that nas  very  frequently  occurred  to  me  since  I 
have  bad  a  seat  at  this  Board.  It  may  be  a  cus- 
tom established  by  lung  usage,  but  it  is  ques- 
tionable in  my  mind  whether  it  sbould  be  con- 
tinued—that is,  the  closiDg  of  all  departments  of 
City  Hall  tor  business  at  two  o'clock  on  every  Sat- 
urday atternoon  of  the  year.  It  struok  me  very 
forcioly  last  year  when  I  first  came  luto  the  Gov- 
ernment; but  of  course,  by  this  time,  I  have  got 
used  to  it.  Nevertheless,  when  this  ordinance 
was  reported,  toe  question  came  inio  iny 
mind,  and  I  sbould  like  to  ask  die  chairman 
of  the  committee  whether  ic  was  considered. 
It  does  seem  to  me  that  with  the  adequate 
salaries  paid  to  the  heads  and  clerks  of  depart- 
ments, it  is  questionable  whether  it  is  right  and 
proper  to  close  the  hall  at  two  o'clock  on  Satur- 
days aod  exact  from  them  but  five  and  a  half  days' 
work  instead  of  six.  There  may  be  some  good 
reason  tor  it,  but  I  know  of  none  whatever.  If  it 
were  proposed  to  close  Ciiy  Hall  at  two  o'clock  on 
Saturdays  during  the  heated  term — from  tbe  first 
of  July  to  the  midd'e  of  September— when  the 
wholesale  olaces  of  business  close  at  that  time, 
and  a  large  number  of  people  so  out  of  town  to 
soend  Sunday,  I  would  have  uo  objection  to  it; 
but  as  aa  Alderman  of  this  city  I  am 
mindful  of  tbe  fact  that  I  have  to  spend 
more  than  half  my  time  in  City  Hall  on 
Saturdays,  and  I  find  that  several  heads  of 
departments  ..re  obliged  to  do  the  same  thing. 
But  I  find  that  the  clerks  are  gone — when  the 
hour  of  two  comes,  tbey  diop  their  pens  as  che 
laborer  drops  bis  shovel  at  twelve;  I  cannot  help 
bringing  this  matter  up,  as  it  struck  me  very 
forcibly,  and  now  that  the  report  Das  come  1 
rhink  it  is  worthy  of  consideration. 

Alderman  Quincy — That  matter  was  considered 
by  tbe  committee  and  the  conclusion  come  to  that 
there  was  no  objection  to  the  offices  closii  g  gen- 
erally at  two  o'clock  on  Satut  days,  provided  that 
all  the  clerks  aod  officers  understood  that  they 
bad  no  right  to  claim  the  time  if  there  was  any- 
thing else  to  do.  Toat  idea  was  expresssd  in  the 
following  proviso: 

"Provided,  however,  that  any  clerk  or  other  offi- 
cer may,  in  case  of  necessit/,  he  required  by  toe 
priociDa!  officer  of  the  department  with  which  he 
is  coaDected,  or  by  the  committee  or  board  hav- 
ing charge  of  said  department,  to  pexfoim  service 
on  Saturdays  or  other  week  days,  for  a  greater 
number  of  hours,  without  extra  compensation." 


It  was  thought  that  th  »t  would  settle  tbe  ques- 
tion in  the  minds  of  the  clerks  that  Saturday  af- 
ternoons, although  theirs  when  nothing  was  to 
be  done,  were  not  theirs  when  anything  was  to  be 
done.  In  that  view  we  thought  the  custom  of 
closing  generally  at  two  o'clock  on  Saturdays 
was  a  good  o«e  and  shwuld  not  be  inter  fered  with. 

Alderman  Prescott— That  is  not  sufficient  argu- 
ment to  warrant  me  in  voting  for  tbe  ordinance  as 
it  now  stands.  The  heads  of  departments  have 
the  right  to  claim  the  services  of  cleiks  if  they 
desire  it;  but  probably  the  number  of  clerks  em- 
ployed in  several  departments  was  fixed  upon  the 
basis  of  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  5% 
days  instead  of  six.  If  the  business  was  done 
here  in  the  same  manner  as  in  other  places,  we 
prohablv  should  not  lequire  so  large  a  number  of 
clerks  to  do  the  work  in  six  davs  that  is  now  done 
^in5y2.  This  custom  may  be  foundsd  upon  long 
usage,  but  I  have  not  found  any  reason  why  the 
different  departments  should  be  virtually  closed 
at  noon  on  Saturday,  when  business  men  work 
later  than  that  except  during  the  heated  term.  I 
have  heatd  it  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  close 
City  Hall  ha'f  a  day  during  the  week  in  orcei  that 
the  necessary  cleaning  and  washing  might 
be  done;  but,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  I  think  that  can  be  at- 
tended to  in  case  tie  hall  is  open  on  Sat- 
urdays a;  on  other  days.  I  tbiow  out  the 
suggestion  tor  the  consideration  of  the  Board.  I 
am  not  firmly  impressed  that  we  should  keep  open 
the  hall  for  business,  bur  I  am  seeking  for  some 
good  reason  why  we  should  not. 

Alderman  Burrage— There  is  a  greac  deal  of 
force  in  the  remarks  of  the  Aldeimao  from  Ward 
9.  It  seems  to  be  very  unfair  for  the  public, 
as  well  as  members  of  the  Government, 
that  no  business  can  be  done  in  City  Hall 
after  two  o'clock  on  Saturdays.  I:  we 
want  to  look  at  any  departmenr,  we  can't 
do  rn,  as  the  head  and  the  clerks  are  gone.  Then 
again,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  setting  a  good 
example.  The  tendency  of  the  times  is  to  live 
luxuriously  and  without  woik,  and  to  get  large 
salaries.  If  this  community  returns  to  its 
former  prosperity,  it  must  be  clone  by  hard 
work.  That  is  what  made  New  England 
what  it  is  today,  —  persistent,  hard  work 
This  mntter  ia  worthy  of  consideration,  and 
if  a  reform  can  be  made  it  had  better  be 
done.  I  don't  know  how  long  this  has  been  the 
practice— perhaps  the  City  Cieri  can  tell  us. 

The  Citv  Clerk— About  twenty-five  years. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  desire  to  make  a 
motion  in  regain  to  it  this  afternoon,  but  in  ord«r 
that  mem Ders  mav  i  ave  an  opportunity  to  think 
of  it,  aud  as  there  is  no  neces  <ity  for  its  immedi- 
ate oassage,  I  move  that  tne  ordinance  be  laid  up- 
en  the  table.  r 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    9,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  7V2  P.  AT.,  Halsey  J.  Boaid- 
maui  President,  in  the  chair. 

BOLL-CALL. 

Oo  mot-oil  of  Mr.  Clarke  or  Ward  15,  the  roll 
*>ao  called : 

Present— Messrs.  Barrv,  Boaidmau,  Burgess, 
Clarke.  Collins,  Cu.-ti  ,  Dsvereux,  Dugga  ,  Ea- 
waras,  Felt,  Goldth  wait,  Harrigaii, Hicks,  Hiscock, 
Howe-,  .1  amies,  Kingsbury,  Kingsley,  Leightoi, , 
Lorii  g,  Moley,  Moon-y,  Morriso.,  Murray,  N  w- 
tou,  Pane,  Paiker,  Pc  ibocv,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Pow- 
er, Shaw,  Sib.ey,  Stacey,  Thacber,  Trull,  Wliit- 
more.  Willrurt— 38. 

Absent — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bent,  Biackett.Bur- 
ditt,  Cawley.  Coyle,  Crocker,  Cuslii.  g,  Cu-hin.w>, 
Damon.  Day,  Fiizu  raid,  Pitzpatriek,  Flyun, Guild, 
Haroioa,Kelley.  Kimball,  Lapoen.Noycs,  Osborne, 
Bice,  Sampson,  Smith,  Spragu  ,  Sweetsei,  Train, 
Wads  ortu,  Walbiidge,  Wa.sh.  Whiteomb,  Wn- 
bui,   Wilson,  Woods— 34. 

PAPERS     FROM     THK    BOA  BO     OF    ALDERMEN'    FOB 
CONCURRENCE. 

PetitK  ns  were  rel  erred. 

Report  recommending  reference  of  request  of 
Tm-tees  of  Public  Library  for  aBeiation  or  galiery 
of  1?  tes  Hab  came  down  ref-rred  to  next  City 
Council.    Concurred. 

Reports  >f  reave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz.: 

1.  Or  F.  1.  Krait,  et  ul.,  for  abatriuent  ot  tax  on 
property  on  Shawmut  aveiue  and  Lucas  stre  t. 

2.  Of  Joseph  B.  (1  lover,  tor  payaient  of  costs  m 
sun  against  the  city. 

3  Of  Georg"  W.  Westei  a!.,  for  datnag-s  to  es- 
tate of  Mary  West's  heirs. 

Severally  accepted. 

Bepotts  tnat  tin-  f<>ilowiLg-nam  d  parties  have 
settled   their  claims  against  the  city,  viz.: 

First— R.  Holmes,  for  $100.  Second— Gilbert 
Wait,  tor  $300.    Third—  John  B.  Gately,  for  $50. 

Serially  accepted 

Report  of  inexpedient  to  accept  the  offer  by  S. 
B.  Morse  of  a  Certain  tract  of  land  for  a  public 
park.    Accepted. 

Reports  a>  d  orders  for  permits  to  erect  wood- 
en buildings  to  be  issued,  viz.: 

First — To  J.  Howes  Dyer  on  ADa  *an  avenue, 
Ward  17. 

Seconj—  To  D.  W.  Lincoln,  on  Buffalo  and  Texas 
streets,  Ward  19. 

Third — To  aaid  Lincoln,  oo  Texas  street  near 
M  rket  stieet,  W  rd  19. 

Orders  seveially  rear'  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  amended  ordinance  in  addition  to 
au  ordiuauce  relaiiDg  to  bridges',  providing  for  a 
superintendent  of  Cougress-stifcet  (Eastern-ave- 
nue) Bridge.    Ordinance  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  oider  tor  a  transfer  from  -'salary  of 
patrolmen,"  in  Police  appropriation,  of  $500  to 
"feeding  priso.  er'-,"  and  $300  to  '-horse  and  car- 
riage hire."    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  YOBKTOWN  MEMORIAL. 

A  report  ana  order  came  down  for  tt>e  Mayor  to 
petition  t be  next  Congi ess  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  pledge  to  make  an  appropriate  commemora- 
tion of  the  la;  t  battlefield' of  the  Revolution,  at 
STorktown,  Va.    (City  Doc.  No.  119, 1875.) 

On  motion  of  Mi.  ihacher  of  Wara  15  the  report 
was  read  by  its  title. 

Tbe  order  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Whi'inore  of  Ward  4— I  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  older.  1  fail  to  see  any  ne- 
cessity for  the  city  of  Boston  to  take  any  offical 
action  in  this  matter.  It  is  a  part  of  the  histori- 
cal record  that  Congress,  both  before  and  uuring 
the  Revolution,  aud  also  smce  that  period,  have 
made  a  great  man-  promises  which  h;,ve  never 
b;en  fulfilled.  I  need  go  no  farther  back  for  an 
illustration  tbau  to  the  establishment  or  the  pres- 
ent cuirnnoy;  and  until  Congress  fulfils  some  of 
the  promises  lecently  maoe,  it  is  b?,rdlj  necessary 
to  rake  up  the  unfulfilled  pledges  duting  the  Rev- 
olution. Looking  ac  tbe  data  of  the  Executive 
communication  upon  this  subject,  it  seems 
to  have  been  started  while  tbe  puolic  mind  was 
full  of  patriotic  ideas  grow  ng  out  of  the  Centen- 
nial celeoratio.i.  I  think  it  is  no  more  the  part  of 
Boston  t )  take  the  initiative  in  this  matter  than  it 


in  of  any  other  citv.  Moreover,  after  a  recent  ex- 
i > ■  i  ■  nee,  l  should  like  t"  see  the  word  "next" 
stricken  out  and  "present,"  substitutes .  If  it  is 
d  shah'  to  hav  the  o<  I  r  passed  at  all,  I  trust 
the  gentlemen  having  it.  in  charge  will  amend  it 
so  that  the  petition  may  go  oth"  present  Con- 
gress instep:  of  tbe  nex*  one.  I  renew  the  motio.i 
for  an  iodefiore  postponement. 

Tbe  motion  was  lost— 17  tor,  19  ag  inst. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wuitmo.-  tbe  order  v  as 
amen  ed  by  stnk'ng  out  rbe  word  "next"  and  in- 
s.  rtiug  n  is  p'ace  "prese.  t." 

Mr.  Claike  of  Waid  1^ — I  should  prefer  to  have 
tbe,  matter  lie  over  for  one  week.  Quite  a  nu  - 
bei  of  m  nib  rs  aie  absent  tonght;  the  printed 
lepoit  has  not  been  generally  read,  a  iiHae'oe 
V'  ting  u  jon  n  I  :bould  like  anoopottui  ity  to  look 
it  over.  I  move  that  it  be  specially  assigned  to 
eight  o'clock  at  the  next  meeti  g. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  voted  for  indefinite 
postponement  for  tT  reason  ibat  I  don'tlike:o 
vot  uoori  any  question  so  imoortaut  as  this  may 
lif  id  an  historical  senss   who  ut  knowing  lolly 

Irit  are  its  provisions.  I  hope  it  will  lie  over, 
and  I  merely  snagest  ih  t  it  would  be  better  to 
lay  it  r.poD  the  table  It  tnav  be  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable importance  m  the  light  ot  bistorv  ;  and 
it  may  be  a  matter  »  oich  ought  not  iota's.  I 
have  not  tmc  an  oppoitcoity  to  oxa  trine  it.  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  laid  upon  the  table,  inctead  of  zs- 
Slgned  to  any  special  tun*,  that  the  people  may 
cousid-r  the  propri  ty  of  it. 

Mr.  Clark"  »ithi  tew  the  motion  to  assign,  aid 
on  of  otion  of  Mr.  Shaw  tne  .subject  was  laid  on 
the  tal-ie. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Ordeisto  p  ovine  arcouiaioditions  for  a  free 
evening  drawing  s  hool  in  ihe  West  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict; additional  primary  e  oinmoduUons  id 
Lowell  District;  additional  accommodations  tor 
the  Curtis-street  Primary  S  bool,  and  additioi  al 
primary-school  accommodations  in  the  Ci.mms 
District.    S- veraliy  passed. 

In  reply  to  a  qu-st'on  by  Mr.  How»s  of  Ward  11 
as  to  the  piouabie  ■  xpense  of  fitting  up  the  free 
evening  drawi  ig  school,  Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9  said 
it  is  proposed  to  use  tu  apparatus  at  the  South- 
street  school,  and  the  expense  of  the  tiansfer 
and  gas  pip=  would  '„e  about  $150. 

Ordei  t.  allow  G.Curtis  $385.71  for  materials 
for  i'aving  Department;  $7.25  tor  Watt r  Works; 
lor  Cic.v  Hospital,  $6.83,  and  to  F.  A.  Wilkins, 
agent,  $131.60fo<  mateiial?  for  Lam  p  Department: 
at  d  to  F.  W.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  $3.50  for  mate- 
rials for  Fiie  Depaitment.  Pa-sed  in  co.  cr- 
i   nee. 

Or  er  tor  pavmerf  of  expe?ses  incu  te^  by 
Committee  on  the  Funeral  CereoiO'.ies  ot  the  late 
Ho  -.  Heury  Wilson,  Viae  President  of  the  Unit  n 
Stat  s,  from  Incidental  Expenses;  ordei  to  trans- 
fer from  tern  fin  "painting  and  glazing,  in  the 
aopropiiation  for  Public  Buildings,"  $2000,  to 
item  F''i  '-'new  heating  apparatus  ..od  tppaiis  of 
oli."';  teport  and  order  fo  transfer  from  •' Water 
Works"  $50,000,  to  be  aadett  no  appropriatioo1-  for 
Paving,  etc.;  report  and  order  to  transler  within 
the  appot  riation  for  Board  ot  Health— tio  n  Bu- 
lial  Orouads  to  Ev=  g<een  Ce  ne>eiy,  $1000;  from 
New  Urinals  to  Public  Uric  als,  $1000;  from  Abate- 
ment oi  Nuisances  to  Punting,  $1000.  S-verady 
laid  on  ihe  table,  on  motio  i  or  Mi  Page  of  Ward 
9,  the  President  suggesting  mat  ihey  required  a 
two-thirds  voie  and  u  bei  ag  doubtful  if  that  num- 
ber w  re  prtsent. 

Ordei  for  Cooumitiee  on  Poice  of  the  Poard  ot 
Aldermeo  ana  Commou  Council  to  movie  >"Oup 
f .  i  deerviug  poo:  during  th:  win  f  r  months. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Ward  9— As  the  order  c  n tains 
no  limitation  to  the  expense,  I  move  to  ame  ?d  by 
adding,  "ihe  ex;  tn se  not  to  exceed  $5000,"  the 
amount  expended  last  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  believe  I  had  the  honor 
to  dra»  taat  orrer,  and  I  knew  what  I  »  as  about 
when  I  did  it.  There  is  no  necessity  for  the 
ainenrimeit.  There  isaliiit  by  law.  Year  be- 
lorelast  the  Legislature  passed  aD  ict— I  foigct 
the  chapter  now— that  tbe  City  Council  of  the  city 
ot  Boston  Day  provide  temporaiv  reliet  for  the 
poor  bv  an  exp-mditu  eof  onefilteeo-buodr^dtb  of 
one  per  cent,  of  the  taxable  property.  That 
would  amount  to  a  few  dollars  inside  of  $5000. 
Last  year  the  itmit  was  mad.-  at  $5000,  and  it 
did  n't  come  quite  up  to  th  t  sum.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  the  amendm.-nt  whatever,  'he  limit 
being  fixed  by  law.  Soup  ca  not  be  provided  f  >r 
the  worthy  poor  at  any  greater  expense  than  $5000, 
and  gentlemen  will  see  no  necessity  for  the 
amendment. 
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Mr.  1'eabociy—  In  that  case  there  certainly  will 
be  do  oarni  in  the  amendment,  as  it  has  its  value 
in  making  ins  thncg  hetter  understood.  It  shows 
precisely  at  a  g  ance  what  is  meant,  instead  of 
obliging  people  to  calculate  what  ths  amount  is. 

Mr.  Shaw — There  is  no  objection  rf  the  gentle- 
man desii  es  to  be  technical.  I  have  explained  tne 
law.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  amendment, 
and  presume  nobody  else  has. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  a  3d  the  order  as 
amended  pass-c.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Coma  on,  etc.,  to  report 
on  exoediencj  of  n  openirg  the  psssagewav  from 
Couit  square  to  Court  street,  on  th-  northerly  end 
ot  Court  squaie.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

The  to'lowiug  unfinished  business,  which  was 
laid  on  che  tab'e  Dec.  2,  1875,  was  ai  am  passed 
ov-r,  on  account  ot  a  Lck  of  a  two-thirds  vote : 
Order  authorizing  nor.  exceeding  $1000  to  be  ex- 
pende  i  for  watering  ths  s.ivets  aiound  the  Public 
Grounds,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  appropri- 
ate-, io  be  cheiged  to  "Common  and  Public 
Grounds";  order  to  appropna  e  not  fixcee'ii  g 
$417.35,  f  r  eoocreticg  waits  on  Independence 
squire,  to  be  transferred  trom  "Superintendence 
ana  Labor  on  Common  ind  Public  Grounds"  :  or 
Her  to  transfer  $8570  trom  Rese.  ved  Fund  to  "Suf- 
folk-ctreet  District." 

Ordi-r,  in  settle^ue  t  of  damages  for  laying  out 
acd  xtendng  Swettstreei,  the  purchase  be  au- 
thorized of  estate  of  William  Hardv  on  Sw.tt 
street  ana  Dorchts  er  av-.nue,  at  nou  exceeci  g 
$6000;  to  be  charged  to  appropriation  tor, -aid 
str-er. 

Mr.  Pcabody  of  Ward  9  moved  thai  the  order  be 
i  eterred  to  the  Committer  on  S  reets,  as  it  did  net 
appear  on  the  record  that  u  came  from  them. 

Mr.  Page  of  \\  ard  9 — This  is  a  case  *here  tue 
city  toot  a  portion  of  an  estate  on  the  South  Bos- 
ton sid  of  ths  Swett-street  extension,  belonging 
to  Mi.  Hardv,  leaving  him  a  ve  y  small  piece —  ne 
"I  two  hundreo  t  et — and  the  Street  Coma  lssion- 
<-rs  awarded  htm  ve  v  rear  ly  the  amount  given  in 
this  order  tor  the  entire  es  ate.  the  piece  left  is 
of  no  use  to  him,  and  it  being  all  the  lai  d  he  has, 
the  committee  concluded  to  tak  •  it  all  and  relieve 
him  of  tne  trouble  of  disposing  of  the  lew  feet,  re- 
ntal ing. 

Mr.  Ptabody  uitbrirew  the  motion  aid  the 
order  was  parsed  in  concur  ence. 

COMMUNICATIONS    AND    REPORTS     FROM    CITY 
OFFICERS. 

High-Service  Water  Supply.  Mr.  Tuacher  of 
Ward  35  submitted  the  fol'o-vijg  (City  Doc.  No. 
117). 

Dec.  2,  1875. 
To  the  City  Counci'  of  the  City  of  Bosoc — 

In  submitting  che  accompanying  report  of  the 
City  Engineer  upon  a  new  high  service  system  of 
wat'r  "iipplv,  and  'upon  the  suoject  of  laying  a 
new  main  f/om  Ch-stn^t  Hill  Reservoir',''  the 
Cochituate  Watei  Boaid  cesires  to  express  the 
t'l'lOAing  opinions: 

Fust — that,  owi"g  to  the  recent  annexation  of 
West  Roxburv  and  Bright  cm, with  iheir  large  areas 
ot  high  lands,  the  consuut  extension  of  che  high 
-eivioe  m  the  oldei  divisions  of  ch-  city,  and  the 
increase  of  co.sumition  that  will  resu.t  from  i -- 
creasj  otpooniation  in  tne  districts  now  supplied, 
veiy  lp  gely  increased  fucilirins  for  furnishing  the 
high-service  supply  will  soon  te  impeiacively  de- 
manded. 

Second  —That,  for  reasons  stacec.  in  the  Engi- 
neer's report,  the  present  site  of  the  pumping  mar- 
ch inerv  should  b  ab. nooued  ..  hea  any  la. ge  in- 
crease ia  the.  works  is  made. 

Thiru — i'nat  a  plan  or  new  works  should  be 
aoopiedatan  early  day,  and  that,  if  the  City 
Con  ncil  concui  in  this  opinion  of  th'  Board,  the 
Legislature  SQj.tld 'ie  petitio,  ed  at  its  next  ses.- 
sioi   ror  toe  needful  authority  to  trail  i  it. 

Fourth— That  the  plan  proposed  a  d  recom- 
menced bv  the  Egiuecr— that  of  pumuing  ma- 
chine! y  lucat-d  at  Ches  m:t  Hill  Reseiv  ir,  with 
tnrep  distributing  ,v«ervoi  s  and  1  ige  connecriug 
unaius— is  the  one  that  sujulu  be  adopted. 

fifth — TLat  iroviions.as  proposed,  'or  furnisd- 
iug  a  temporary  higb-scuvice  supply  to  the  Brigh- 
ton division  should  be  mane  early  ne-ct  summe'. 

Sixth — That  there  is  no  immediate  nece*-i  y  for 
iaj  mg  a  new  low-servise  main  from  Chestnut 
Hi' I  Reseivoir. 

For  the  Ccchicate  Water  Board, 

l.  Miles  SrANDisii,  Piesideut. 

Toe  high-service  scheme  recommended  in  ths 
r  port  of  the  City  Engineer  is  as  fol'ows: 


A  pumping  station  nea-  CbestautHil.  Reservoir; 
provided  with  two  en-rines,  •  ach  of  caoacity  to 
raise  10,000.000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours  to  a 
height  of  about  120  f^ec.  The  water  fot  the  sup- 
ply of  tue  engines  tob-  received  in  at  open  weB, 
and  to  be  drawn  from  the  five  feet  pipe  which  it 
is  pi  oposed  to  lav  around  tne  reservoir  to  join  the 
Sudbury  River  coadnit  with  the  forty-eight-inch 
delivery  mains  lhis  pipe  can  03  sup'olieO  either 
from  the  reservoir,  fioun  th*  Cochituate  con- 
duit or  from  the  Sudbury  River  co  duit,  as 
may  be  rtrsired.  A  tbirty-icch  iorce  main 
leading  to  a  reservoir  (No.  1)  located  up- 
on oce  of  the  lulls  tn  the  vicinity  of  the  pump- 
ing stati  m.  This  reservoir  to  have  its  »a;er  sur- 
lace  at  an  elevation  t  f  about  240  feet  above  tide 
level,  and  a  capacity  of  about  15,000.003  gallons.  A 
tbircy-ii  ch  supply  main  from  the  reservoir,  pass- 
ing thr  ..ugh  Bmokliue  to  the  corner  of  Prince  s.ud 
Perkins  streets  in  West  Roxbu-y,  and  the.io 
branch]  :g  into  two  lines  ot  pipes,  one  twenty 
incjes  in  diametei,  innuing  to  the  Paker 
Hill  Reservoir  (No.  2),  the  other  twenty  - 
four  ii  ches  in  diametf.  passir  g  to  a 
reservoir  (No.  3)  so  locate  j  as  to  command  the  sup- 
biy  to  Dorchester  ano  neighboring  portions  of 
West  Roxbury.  Also  a  sixteen  inch  supply  maiu 
rut  ni-  g  from'  the  main  reservoir  (No.  1)  to  Brigh- 
ton, lor  the  supply  of  the  higo  lands  of  that  divi- 
sion, of  toe  city.  Ihij  s\stsm  will  c  inniaud  all 
land?  below  tl-vtim  170,  giving  co  each 
house  an  ample  pressure,  and  will  fu'nish  a 
supiiy  to  thelov»er  stones  of  ho.  sts  at  elevation 
200  or  210.  Th-.  following  escalate  is  oa^d  rpoti 
libe  al  prices  an.u  allowance  for  contingencies, 
ard  will  rather  exceed  than  fall  short  of  a  mure 
exact  one: 

Engine   buildings,  wells,   engine  founda- 
tions, supply  pipe,  etc S120.000.00 

Two  engines,   capacity    10.000.000   gallons 

each 210,000.00 

Lands  and  reservoir   (No.  1)    capacity  15,- 

000,000  gallons 200,000.00 

Lands  and  reservoir  (No.  3)  capacity   10,- 

000,000  gallons 150,000.00 

Pipe  mains 340,000.00 

|ll  ,020.000  CO 
Superintendence  and  contingencies 80,000.00 

Total $1,100,000.00 

If  thought  advisable,  the  first  outlay  mav  be 
somewhat  reduced  by  ooj'ttiug  one  engl  e,  a  por- 
tion of  the  mams,  and  the  building  ot  res-.rvoir 
N>'.  3,  though  the  land  foi  i:  shoulo  b°  taken  at 
ones.  The  estimate  thus  leduced  amouuts  to 
$825,000.  It  should  be  undeist'ioC.  howevsr,  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  balance  can  be  delay<  d  for 
a  few  veais  only;  thac  by  the  time  the  work  repre- 
sented by  -he  estiinat-  o'  $825,000  is  completed, 
•  hat  wench  i  at  first  op.itted  hould  he  begun. 
With  the  extension  of  the  high  service  supply 
pipes  th  t  will  be  made,  and  t'v-  increase  of  popu- 
lation in  the  cerntoiy  supplied  that  it  is  fair  to 
su  pose  will  take  plaee,  t:  e  existing  -  orks, 
evtn  after  then  enlargement  I>y  th~  Lying  of  uew 
ciai  s.  as  o.-t've  iudi  iter  ,  cannot  be  safely  relied 
u  on  o  furnish  a  no  equate  supplv  for  more  than 
thtee  years  lo  ge  .  Ihe  maximum  -ate  capacity 
of  the  old  <-  orks  ..Iter  the  laying  of  th-  ■  e  --  inai?s 
will  be  about  2,750,000  gallons  (fully,  equal  to  a 
supply  nuiiug  the  months  of  grea  est  c  n  sutuo- 
tion  tor  a  po  ulation  of  about  40.000.  The  e  are 
tiday  over  36,000  p;opl- hvijg  in  the  t^rritoiv  to 
be  suoplied,  and  tue  year'v  unrease  of  this  popu- 
lation has  ben  about  six  per  cent,  during  tne  la-t 
few  years.  At  this  rate  the  total  mciease,  iuctuo- 
ing  tne  growth  of  1S75,  would  be  over  8000  before 
the  new  >o;ks  wuiilo  be  put  in  op  raUon. 
It  "ill  require  two  wrorki^g  seasons  to 
constiuct  i.e  works,  and  iheir  construction 
must  oe  authorized  by  act  ot  Legislature. 
At  present  there  are  <  o  means  ot  supplying  ihe 
nigli  la.  i.s  of  Brighton.  A  long  and  expensive 
ui.-iu  is  required  to  connect  them  with  Patker 
'■- ill  Reservoir,  which  main  would  becom-  useless 
should  the  prooosed  rew  works  be  built,  is  at 
best  it  will  be  some  tun°  before  ties,,  work*  can 
be  avaiinDlr,it  is  utce  *ary  to  resort  to  temporarv 
meats  tor  the  supply  of  ihat  tercitoty.  A -'iniil 
masomy  reservoir,  to  be  located  on  Acaoe- 
my  Hill,  in  the  s>  hooHiouse  yard,  can  be 
cheaply  DUtIt,  xcoich  may  bo  sui  plied  by 
small  steam  pninps  placed  at  som  convenient 
point,  s  gor  instance",  in  the  fir— enain-  bo  se  on 
('host  m  Hill  svenue.  Lhe  reservoi.  io  navi-  a 
capacity  of  30.000  or  40.000  gallons,  or  sufficient  foi 
o.dinary  In c  .  uid  an  elevation  of  about  170  feet 
■i   o\  e  tide.    Tne  puaius  to  be  two  in  nunioci  .eacn 
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witti  a  capacity  of  200,000  gallons.  'I  lie  estimated 
costol  tills  wo  k  h:  $0500;  ano  I  »yuid  recom- 
mend tiiat  it  bs  done  ear.y  nexr  season,  as  a  large 
ptopo.tion  of  tl:e  1110  t  valuable  buildings  in 
Brighton  are  s.t  .ated  above  tbe  reach  of  tbe  low- 
serv.ci'  supply. 

In  regard  to  th-  low-service  systen,  ihe  E  igi- 
Di  ei  bays  to  oonclusiO  is  leached  that  there  is  at 
present  ample  capaci  y  of  u-ams  and  sub-Hams 
fo  the  domestic  supply,  and  I  find,  by  rstima'e, 
theieis  ilso  sufficient  capacity  to  de'iver  a  large 
quantity  t"i-  extinguish!'  g  ttres  10  addition  t  i  this 
sup  ly.  The  completion  of  tu»  Sudbury  River 
works  win,  however,  give  toe  city  r.o  aim  daut, 
instead  of  i*s  present limiteo  supplt,  acd  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  coosumpion  is  probable. 
Iocreaaa  oi  consumption  will  necessitate  a  new 
main,  tbe  route  and  cost  of  which  aie  que  tion« 
to  be  considered.  An  examination  of  the  map  of 
tbe  city  suggests  two  routes.  The  first  follows 
Beacon  street  from  the  reservoir  to  Wet  Chester 
park  sui  i,  wh-iv  the  n  w  main  «oui  >  join  with 
'h  ■  fa  in -i; ;  from  hcie  a  30-iuch  bianoh  mam 
would  pass  along  West  Chester  park  street  10 
Tr«u.ont  stive  I.  joinmj,  th-ie  the  30  and  36-inch 
pi  ics,  nil  eventually  bt  extended  to  Soutti  Boston 
throngM  Hammond  and  Swett  streets.  The  second 
follows  Beacon  street  ta  Harvard  street  in  Brook- 
line,  and  heuc  parses  through  Harvard  street. 
Long wood  avenue,  Paiker  and  Prentiss  stre  is,  to 
Trenioni,  whsie  ibe  new  mam  would  join  tn  30 
and  36-inch.  It  has  ahead  v  been  p  out'  o  out  tuat 
tbe  loss  oi  hea  .  is  practically  the  sa  ne  it  all 
points  on  Ireoiont  street  from  the  Roxburv  cross- 
ing ot  the  Pr,  vif.ence  R  ilroai  to  the  Common, 
from  -Inch  it  follows  that  it  any  increase  of  ca- 
pacity of  mains  is  fct  eded  it  snould  be  made  be- 
tween toe  reservoir  and  the  ciossing.  The  re- 
build!'<g  ard  widening  of  Dover-street  Bridge 
*itli  probably  a  change  m  ihe  position  of  the 
di»w-opening)  may  lequir*  a  temporary  discon- 
tinuance of  the  Soutti  Boston  '20-inch  low-seivics 
and  i2-i»ch  high  se  vie-  supply  pipes,  and  couse- 
queotly  neeessi  ate  'he laying  of  a  new  main  to  that 
s  etio a  Tbis  new  main  will  naturally  nass 
thr  nigh  Sa<-tt .  sirec,  aim  may  have  its  point  of 
iieginning  near  tlie  Hoxbu  >  cross:  g,  and  folow 
Vernon,  Washington,  Hinmionn  and  Mbany 
streets  to  Swett  stieet.  This  will  relieve  tne  Tre- 
iio:;t-  tuei  mams,  from  tne  crossing  to  Dover 
stre  t,  of  about  on  -half  the  supply  of  South 
Boston,  or  say  ot  a  supply  foi  30,000  people.  With 
th's  ivoie.1  it  is  i  ot  probable  that  a^y  increase  of 
tbe  capacity  of  ihe  mains  north  of  the  crossing 
will  be  needed  foi  the  upply  of  the  city  proper 
tor  many  year?,  if  ever.  Tne  fo  lowing  e;.  tin  ate 
is  for  a  fo  ty-eight-mcl.  pipe  laid  on  the  second 
rou i e  ab..vs  di  scribed,  which,  from  what  precedes, 
appears  to  be  the  better  oi  the  two: 

18,000    feet    of    fortv-eiglit-inch  pipe    laid, 

a' $10.80 $302,4011.00 

4000  cubic  yards  of  rock,  at  $3  12,000.00 

Extra  fo   sheeting  and  lumping 9,000.00 

Stop  valves,  specials,  bridge  crossing,  etc 20,000.00 

$343,401'.  110 
Add  ten  pei  cent,  for  contingencies 34,340.00 

8377,7»0.00 
Say  .1375,000. 

I  ado  an  estimate' of  cost  of  s  thirty-iiicn  main 
from  thecoitiei  ot  Vernon  and  Tremont  street  to 
the  comer  of  Dorchester  and  Fourth  stiests, 
in  South  Boston: 

15,200  linear  feet  of  thirty  inch  pipe,  laid,  at 

$8.30 $120,100.00 

Stop  valves,  specials,  bridge  crossing,  etc 8,500.011 

8134,660.00 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies ,     13,460.01) 

$148,020.00 
Say  $150,000.00. 

II  forred,  on  motioa  of  Mr.  Tha'die/,  to  the  next 
City  Council 

Sent.  up. 

Auditor  of  Accounts.  Monthly  exhibit,  giving 
the  state,  ot  ihe  appropiiations  o<.  Dec.  1: 

ifiSSSifSK.  tended.    Unexpen'd. 

General  $13,x21,5';i3.!i5    $7,841,388.40     $5,1180,204.55 

Special 4,0151,791.311     1,580,705.20       3,039,088.11 

$18,441,384.26    $9,422,093.60     $9,019,290.66 

Sent  up. 

Fire  Commissioners.  Report  of  fire=  and 
alarms  for  November— Total  number  ot  fires,  57; 
confined  to  o^e  ouilding,  52;  loss  oc  buildings, 
$16,500;  on  stock,  $30,252;  insurance  on  buildings, 


$285,100;  on  siock,  $230,750.  Number  of  alarms, 
61;  stills,  20;  needless,  1.    Suit  up. 

Trustees  of  Alt.  tlop<  Cemet&ry.  B  quesl  for 
an  additional  paropnatioii  «t  $2500  io  oefrav  the 
expense  of  tbe  cemetery  for  tbe  current  year. 
The  request  is  made  ith  great  reluctance,  bit 
they  s.e  no  way  to  avoid  it.  ihe  immediate 
cause  is  toe  diniuiisned  receipts  bom  ill-  sale  of 
lots  Oil  ring  the  mi  111  ol  October,  «hich  is  ia 
marked  contiast  with  those  of  previous  years. 
The  trustees  feel  that  it  is  scaic-ly  uecess;  ry  to 
auveittothe  riuia.y  causr.  of  tins  ii-expected 
a'  d  unpleasant  condition,  as  similar  effects  are 
visible  iu  evci  v  orai  eh  of  industry. 

R  fei  red  on  motirn  ot  Mr.  Tbaeher  of  V.' a.  d  15 
to  the  Joint  Coinaittee  on  Ml.  Hope  Ccmeteiy. 
Sent  up. 

WATEB  DKl'AETJIENT. 

Mr.  Leigh  ton  of  Ward  1  submittl  d  report  i  rrom 
the  Joint  Oo'maiittee  on  Water  on  sundiy  requests 
of  the  Cochituate  Vaer  Boaul  recom  nendiug  the 
passage  of  the  (o'l  wing: 

Or.'e  ed,  That  tbe  Cochituate  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  contract  tot  ib-  ceiiverv of  wat-r 
pipes  and  aiipiuft  nance  required  Io*  tbe  ami- 
nary  woik  oi  tbe  above-named  department  during 
tbe  i  ext  financial  year,  ihe  expei  se  for  said  pipes 
and  appurtenances  not  to  exceed  the  um  of 
$50,000,  payment  to  be  made  toerelor  on  tr.e  10th 
dav  of  May,  A.  D.  1876. 

Ordered  to  a  second  leadi.ag. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Auditor  ot  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  auihuriz-d  to  transfer  from  the  rem 
"main  pipes  in  lloston  proper,  South  and  Eavr 
Bo  it  in,  Roxbu  y  a-  d  Dorchester,"  in  the  general 
appropria  ion  for  Watei  Works,  tbe  sum  cf  $2500 
to  the  appropriation  foi  "Cb  -  -tuut  Hill  Driveway," 

Ordered  do  a  sec  nd  rearing 

Ordered,  That  tie  Cochitu&te  Water  Boaid  be 
authorized  t>  contract  at  once  for  the  ceiiverv  of 
watei  pipes  a  d  otner  materials  required  in  order 
to  provide  an  adequate  -upply  of  water  n»  Waros 
17  and  10  (B-ightoti  and  West  R  xbu  y  districts), 
be  expeo-e  for  said  pipes  n  d  o  hermateriais  not 
to  exc-eo  the  sum  ot  $100,000. 

Ordered,  That  tit  Treasurer  be  authorized  io 
borrow,  ondtr  the  direction  of  the  Committee  oo 
finance,  a  sum  not  ezceening  $100,000,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  pnrcbass  of  wat<  r  pipes  and  other 
mateii&is  f"r  a  supply  ot  w  ter  in  Wards  17  and 
19  (Brighten  a  d  West  Roxbury  districts). 

Severally  h  fen  ed  to  ihe  Committee  on  Finance, 
Sent  up. 

SAFETY  OF  PUBLIC  HALLS,  ETC. 

Mi.  Gold  th  wait  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ttn- Joint  Stand'iig  Commitee  oi  fie  Suryey 
and  Inspectio  of  Buildings,  to  whom  was  re- 
feued  the  report  of  tie  Inspector  of  iiuildii.gs  on 
*h  condition  of  public  buildings  in  lloston  as  re- 
ga  ds  the  means  it  exit  in  case  ot  tire,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  th-y  nave  carefully  con- 
siuei^d  the  subject  ano  are  of  me  opinion 
that  th-ie  is  need  of  greater  protection  for  tbe 
peo  pie  ben  asse  i  bled  in  ma  es  for  amusement 
ano  instruction,  a-  d  they  woult  ,  thei  efoie, recom 
n.enrt  tbe  passage  of  the  fo'lowmg  or.ei : 

Ordered,  That  his  honor  the  Mayor  be  le- 
quested  to  peti  ion  ihe  Gen  ial  Conrt  at  the  nezt 
sessiou  lor  the  pa-sage  ot  an  act  oiovidingfoi  ibe 
safety  of  peieons  wben  assembled  in  public  places 
of  aiuseuoeit  and  instruction. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  fhacher  of  Wart  15  offered  an  order  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joirt  pecial  committee  to  nom- 
iiate  a  Superintend  eat  of  Coagress-str?et  Bridge. 
Read  t -vice  and  passed,  and  Me.  sis.  Taacher  of 
Ward  15,  Goldthwait  of  ■•ar  d  n  aid  Walbrir  ge  •  f 
Watd  12  were  apnointeo  on  sai x  committee.  Sent 
up, 

PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmoiv  of  Wart)  4,  report 
a  in  i  ordd  resp-cting  amendments  of  the  statute 
relating  to  Public  fnstitutio;  s  (printed  City  Ooiu- 
mer.t  No.  10)  were  taken  from  the  table,  and  ihe 
ordtr  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

TBANSPOItTATION  OF  VOTERS. 

On  moaon  ot  Mr.  Thacher  ot  Ward  15,  tbe 
Cnircil  look  from  th>  table  th"  order  to  furnish 
transportation  to  and  from  tbe  wavdioom  in  W  id 
22  to  such  voters  living  in  that  part  ot  the  ward 
east  of  the  town  of  Brookliue  as  may  apply  t">eie- 
for  at  tbe  next  municipal  election;  the  expense 
not  to  exceed  $200. 

Mr.  Thacber — Wbon  that  orde"  was  offeied,  I 
had  teason  to  Relieve  toat  it  would  be  illegal  for 
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the  City  Council  to  appropriate  money  for  that 
puirjose.  Having  been  on  rhe  Committee  on 
Claims  for  three  years,  I  have  reported  leave  to 
withdraw  in  maoy  cases,  murh  to  the  dissatisfac- 
tion of  members  of  tnis  Council,  where  the 
parties  were  not  legally  entitled  to  receive 
rhe  compensation  asked  for  ;  ano  on  the 
same  grounds  I  made  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  this  order.  Afterward 
I  was  informed  by  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
the  order  that  he  had  consulted  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  he  led  me  to  suppose  thafc 
there  was  some  wavm  which  the  order  could  be 
legally  passed;  and  I  moved  a  ri consideration, 
which  prevailed,  and  the  order,  on  my  mot  on, 
was  laid  on  the  tabic  Now,  that  party  who  intro- 
duced the  ord^r  has  takeD  paina  to  go  around  in 
that  section  of  the  city  and  ;-'tatp  that  hat  for  me 
teams  «  ould  have  been  provided  to  take  people  to 
aod  from  the  voting  place.  I  do  vet  wish  to  de- 
prive anyone  of  the  privilege  of  votiDg;  but  I  k:  ow 
there  are  many  rteo  with  families  whe  cannot 
votr  because  they  laaor  for  $2  or  $2.50  a  day,  and 
if  tiey  should  go  to  Brighton  to  vote  they  will 
lose  at  least  half  a  day's  pav,  which  thev  cannot 
afford  to  do.  After  consultation  with  aoembers 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
order  will  not  pass  that  branch.  It  will  not  be 
legal  fot  the  City  Council  to  appropriate  money 
for  this  purpose,  and  I  agaiu  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  order. 


Mr.  Clarke  of  Waid  15 — Since  introducing  treat 
order  I  have  had  s  me  conversation  with  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  he  i  hiuks,  with  ihe  geotletran  from 
Ward  15,  that  it  mic-ht  aot  be  lega>.  But  in  sec- 
tion 95,  oage  674,  of  the  Laws  ano  Ordinances  it 
re.ds  that  the  city  may  appropriate  money  for 
certain  purposes,  amongst  which  are  militaiy  com- 
panies, celebrations  of  nolidays,"and  for  otherrur- 
poses  of  a  public  Datu  e."  Now,  sir,  I  thought 
this  was  as  much  of  apu'oiic  nature  as  to  bringiper- 
sons  over  the  East  Boston  ferries  on  Fourth  of 
July  and  other  holidays.  Sail,  the  opinion  seems 
to  be  that  it  is  not  lsgat,  or  if  it  is,  it  will  require  a 
two  thirds  vote,  .nd  I  snail  let  the  matter  ornp. 

Mr.  Thacter — In  relation  to  free  feme*,  I  would 
state  that  ouiirjg  the  thee  years  l  have  be=n  on 
tbe  Comrmtte  on  the  Fourth  of  July  Celebration 
we  always  had  a  fight  in  order  to  get  $25,000, 
and  lately  we  have  aot  been  able  to  gee 
so  much,  as  it  was  thought  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  money  was  spent  in  junketing,  though 
I  never  had  the  honor  to  be  on  a  committee  where 
any  was  spent,  toot  way.  Of  the  money  appro- 
priated tor  the  Fourth  of  Julv  there  was  alwavs  a 
sum  set  aside  to  aay  the  deck  hands  and  officers 
of  the  feiry  boats  and  buy  coal  to  run  the  ferries 
free;  so  the  ferries  were  not  ru a  free, but  were 
paid  for  out  of  tbe  anoroprianon. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody  of  Waid  9,  tbe  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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CSTY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    13,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Special  Police  Officers— Ira  ii.  Gates,  Highland 
Church;  Am  t <ew K.Byrne,  394  Washington  street; 
Mich-.Pl  McEJ°ny,  Fitchbuig  Railroad  shops  aud 
freight  bouses. 

WARD  OFFICERS  TO  FILL  VACANCIES. 

Ward  No.  1— James  Woollev,  Inspector,  in  place 
of  Ed  wan  Pearl,  declined. 

Ward  No.  6- Jams  B,  Reed,  Inspector,  id  place 
of  Acel  B.  Munroe,  Jr.,  oeclined. 

Ward  No.  7— Thorn isW.  Chadbourne,  Inspector, 
in  piace  of  John  Newell,  declined. 

Wa  d  No  15— N.  Tracy  .alien,  Inspector,  in 
pla^e  of  Chaile-  E.  SpiMer,  resigned. 

Ward  No.  16—  Maraenbotouyh  N.Davis,  Inspect- 
or, in  place  of  \ndiew  Jackson,  declines. 

Ward  No.  19— Frank  C.  Pratt,  Warceo,  in  place 
of  Albert  li.  Hooki-  s,    eclined. 

Ward  No.  20— Charles  J.  McCouuaok,  CLrk.in 
place  of  ieibert  C.  Davis,  resigned. 

Ssveially  confirmed. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

The  petition  of  Bo  ton  Button  Company  for  per- 
mit to  locate  and  nse  a  steam  boiler  ac  corner  of 
Oliver  and  Purchase  streets  was  considered  on  an 
order  if  notice.  No  one  appeared  in  "ppos.tion, 
and  the  ma  iter  was  refeired  to  the  Committee  on 
Ste.im  Engines. 

PETITIONS,  ETC..  REFERRED. 

To  the.  Committee  on  Lamps.  James  Tyr«ll 
et  al..,  thai  Bolton  stieet  beligbt°d,  between  i  ana 
D  streets. 

To  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  Permit 
irom  the  city  of  Chelsea  to  establish  telegraph 
wires  m  ceriai    streets  in  said  citv. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessoi's'  Depart- 
ment. American  St-  am  safe  Company,  tor  abate- 
ment or  tax  on  personal  property,  as  they  are  not 
domg  business  aod  then  Uabi  ities  are  very  lar^e. 

Trustees  of  Beach-street  Presovte"ian  Church, 
fo.-  abatement  of  tax  ou  estate  at  corner  of 
C  'iu  'bus  ayenueand  Berkeley  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  George  W. 
Thym  et  al.,  that  fiuit  stands  and  pedlers  be  ex- 
clude! f.om  Hay  ward  placet. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  Piopri- 
erors  of  Social  Law  Libra>  y,  for  tlit;  appropriation 
of  $1000  as  provide  I   o.v  statute. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Paving.  A.J.  Houghton 
et  at.,  for  a  sidewalk  on  south  side  of  Worcester 
stte  f,  west  of  Co'umbus  avenue. 

Petiriors  for  'save  to  move  wooden  buildings, 
by  Wiliam  R  Cavanagh,  f rom  Savin  Hill  avenue 
to  Gi'jsou  stieet,  Dorchester;  and  f  om  Washing- 
•  on  street,  near  Bowdoin  sT-et.  to  Washington 
stir e.,  near  Harvard  ctr-  et,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Committee  onPolice.  James  J.  O'Brien, 
for  leave  to  maintain  bis  mortar'  at  corner  of 
Kneelaa  l    nd  Hudson  stivers. 

C.  M.  Trask  &  Co.,  for  Lave  to  maintain  then 
morta  r  at  21  Peasant  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Jonathan 
Stone,  to  be  paid  for  damage'  caused  by  the  re- 
moval of  a  tree  on  Marion  street.  Charlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  Petitions 
from  the  Water  Boaru  of  Somerville,  Ohel  -ea  and 
Everett,  asking  for  a  modification  of  the  contract 
with  tn»  Mystic  Water  Board  and  Joraspsedy 
hear i  i  g  thereon. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  .Leonard  Ware,  that  the  Mason  estate  on 
Fort  Hi'  be  reduce  r  to  arace. 

To  the  Committee  07i  Bealth  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Blacker  &  Snepard,  old  wooden  stable 
for  six  nor«es,  414  Alba  y  st  eet;  W.  C.  Murry. 
new  wooden  stable,  foul  horses,  Downer  stieet, 
Ward  15;  Sarah  Hefl-r,  new  wooden  stable,  four 
horses,  Washington  street,  Ward  14;  Johr  Nolan, 
new  woodrin  stabl  for  one  cow  ana  one  horse, 
Stair  street,  Waid  17;  John  McLouri,  new  woolen 
staple  tor  four  horses,  South  Eden  street;  George 
J.  Hopkins,  new  wooden  stable,  onj  horse,  Park 
place,  Ward  17. 


COMMUNICATION  FROM   CITY  OFFICER. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schsdules  of  toe 
cost  of  constructing  sewers  as  follows:  E  and  Sil- 
ver sireets,  §1497.07;  Bower  street,  $981.43:  Alaska 
street,  §1903.92;  Roslio  street,  §1141.41;  Wai wick 
street,  §186.28;  Langdon  street,  $297.52;  Quincv, 
Savin  and  Tupelo  streets,  $4487.94;  Meridian 
sdreet,  §427.76;  Wabon  street,  §953.65;  Fifth  street, 
from  H  to  I,  §569.86;  Park  stieet,  §804.33; 
Fifth  and  Q  -t/eets,  §1303.86;  Warren  stieet, 
§2668.09;  Cherry  street,  §1863.70;  Cre  =  cenc  avenue, 
§4186.66;  Howard  &  Geraro  streets,  §1472.19;  Edge- 
Roil  street,  §1563.40;  Orchard  srreei  and  park, 
§713.66;  "Water  street,  §409.61;  Rutland  square, 
§736  13;  Bremen  street,  §326.88;  Marion  street, 
§129.47;  Paris  st-eet,  §853.75;  Qnmcv  street, 
§2416.45;  Ashbarton  place,  §624.69:  Appieton  and 
Berkeley  streets,  §354.38.  Severally  referred  to 
tbe  CjmmiLtee  on  Sewers. 

PAPERS    FROM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL,    FOR    CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Report  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  exhib- 
iting the  number  and  character  of  the  files  in 
tnis  city  in  November.    PUcea  on  file. 

Reooi  t  and  order  for  Mavoi  to  petition  the  Leg- 
islature for  an  act  to  provide  for  the  safety  of 
persons  attending  places  of  public  amusement  or 
instruction.    Order  passed. 

A  request  from  th-  Committee  on  Watet  for  a 
loan  of  §100,000,  wnh  which  to  purchase  water 
pioes,  m  Wards  17  and  19,  cao_e  up  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Harris — I  would  inquire  of  the  Com- 
mntee  on  Water,  hat  is  the  amount  of  water 
pipe  the  Water  Board  has  on  haod  now? 

Alderman  Stebbios — I  am  entirely  unable  to 
answer  tbe  rnqaii  y.  Perhaps  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9,  who  is  a  member  of  rhe  Water  Board, 
mav  be  abie  to  state  tue  amount. 

Alderman  Prsscott—  I  thi,jk  it  was  stated   when 

this  matter  was  brought  us  in  the   Water  Board 

that  there  w  s  somethir  g  like  1700  tons  ou  baud 

t  tlit*  yard,  and  of  ti>e  am.  uut  contracted  for  300 

tons  are  ou  tue  way  here. 

f  he  report  was  tvf  em  ea  to  the  Cjinaiittee  on 
Finance. 

a.  report  of  the  Cochituate  Water  Board  on  pro- 
posed change  in  high-service  water  snpolv(City 
Doc.  No.  117)  came  up  retened  to  the  next  City 
Council.    Coucurred. 

Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  of  the  several  ao- 
proi  nations  on  Dec.  4  (City  Doe.  No.  124).  Placed 
ou  ale. 

A  request  of  Trustees  ot  M  .unt  Hod-  Cemetery 
for  tne  sum  of  §2500,  to  meet  current  expenses, 
came  up  refeired  to  the  committee  ou  that  de- 
partment.   Concur  ted. 

Orders  to  provide  accommodations  for  -.fee 
eve  iiug  drawing  school  iu  the  West  Roxbuiv  DisJ 
trict;  additio  at"  primary  accommodation  in 
Lowell  District;  additional  accommndaiionf  for 
the  Curtis-street  Primary  School;  and  acditioual 
iiiniarv-schoo'  a.-conmooations  in  the  Covins 
District.    S  veraliy  pa<;  ed. 

Order  for  Commit; ee  on  Common,  etc  ,to  report 
ou  expediency  of  reopening  toe  i>  Lssafteway  fr  >m 
Court  square  "to  School  street,  on  the  uoitheily 
sid<-  of  City  Hall.    Passed. 

THE    CITY  CHARTER. 

The  order  ror  Mayor  to  petition  for  a  new  city 
charter  cam?  up  with  these  atue  idments: 

A.  resolve  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  establish  by 
statute  any  boards  or  eoiiinissioiis  to  exorcise  any 
powers  j6>  h^ld  by  the  City  Council,  or  any 
oranch  thereof ;  also  an  order  for  the  Mayor  to 
petition  for  the  to.lowing  amendments  to  the  eiiy 
charter: 

Fust— That  the  terms  of  office  ot  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen and  Common  Council  be  fixed  at  tiro 
years. 

second— Thar,  the  powers  roofer: ed  oi  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  by  seen  ns  33  ami  41  ol  the 
p. es- tit  charter  be  transferred  to  and  exercised 
by  the  cir\  Cnuneil. 

Also  that  tbe  Co mmittei  on  City  Charter  pre- 
pare any  amendment  necessary  thereto  to  trans- 
fer all  other  powers  tow  held  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  th;  City  Council. 

The  question  w  is  on  conou  leiioc. 

Alderman  Quincv— Although  we  were  somewhat 
divided  noon  the  saojeci  of  tht-  cit\  cl  arter,  Air. 
Chii.in  n.  I  think  tbeie  will  be  veiy  lit*le  differ- 
ence of  opinio  n  as  to  t'H'  disposition  which  we 
should  make  of  rhe  ii-tonishing  substitute  which 
I  omes  10  u-  in  •  lace  of  th      do  umeot   over  which 

we  expended  so  much  conscientious  labor,    lam 
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uuablc  to  regard  it  by  any  means  as  tlie  half  loaf 
wnrch  i-.  proveibiall.v  betttr  than  do  bread,  for  I 
du  not  consider  n  to  be  Dn  ad  e.t  all,  but  a  stone, 
which,  if  we  are  cajoled  into  Shallowing,  the  re- 
sult <dll  be  the  worst  lit  or  municipal  indigestion 
with  wnirh  our  oji^  has  ever  be  n  afflicted.  We 
send  to  ih«  otber  bra  ^ch  a  document,  «  ho^e  pas- 
s  age  by  us  means,  if  it  means  anything,  that  we 
do  believe  it  expeci'iDt  to  establish  stature  com- 
missions in  ".-itaiu  cases.  It  the  other  branch 
were  unable  to  agree  in  tois,  t^e  mam  reature  of 
the  b  oposed  change,  an  ind-finiti  postponement 
would  have  indicated  such  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  manner  in  nhichl  t'<iok  we  all  expect  ait 
would  be  expressed.  Butinst-ad  >  f  this  straight- 
forward coarse  they  offer  r.s  something  which  has 
the  an  of  a  compromise,  ano:  coolly  propose  it  we 
will  now  rrveise  our  action,  ant.'  declare  that  to 
be  inexpedient  which  we  nave  voted  to  be  exueai- 
ent,  th.  v  wdl  the  •  agree  that  the  >e.  ai  of  office  of 
the  whole  Citv  Goverame  t  should  be  doubled, 
and  that  the  exclusive  powers  sbirh  yetremaiu 
to  this  branch  in  the  matters  or  police  and  hign- 
ways  should  be  tra  sferred  to  the  wnolr  Couocil. 
Tbe  reply,  if,  seems  to  me,  amounts  to  about  this: 
"We  don't  believe  in  your  statute  commissions, 
but  we  'II  tell  you  what  we  will  do — if  you  will  say 
you .on t  believe  ia  thtin  either;  w.-.  will  then 
agree  that  y-ui  exclusive  powers  shouln  be 
shared  by  us."  Now,  sn,  although  I  fust  fiat  I 
am  as  incapable  of  intentional  discourtesy  tow- 
ards the  other  branch  in  its  entirety  as  I  hoald 
De  oi  unworthy  i  ersonadtvto  muiviouai  members 
present  upon  our  tlo'i,  s  ill  I  musr  be  allowed  to 
say  that  it  soipuses  me  thai  that  branch  die;  not 
adopt  the  IE  an  I  v  and  straightforward  course 
ot  a  direct  refusal,  in  place  of  tendering  to  us  a 
countei  proposition,  whose  accept  ano  they  must 
have  known  vould  involve  our  selr-stultification. 
For  I  t  link  weougbtall  to  agree  that  wbate.-er 
shall  be  decided  to  be  the  best  form  of  city  gov- 
ernment lor  us  should  be  established  as  such  by 
statute.  If  the  citv  busmes  can  best  be  trans- 
acted by  boards  or  commissions,  wi  ether  appoint- 
ed or  e^ctiv.,  then  the  chartei  01  statute  cousu- 
tutioi  of  our  municioal  corporation  should  estab- 
lish such  boards  oiloomrnissious,.  Then  nnu  then 
only  have  we  got  an  anchor  down  that  will  hola, 
and  uo  out)  den  political  tempest  will  blow  us  from 
our  safe  mooi  lugs  on  the  rocus.  Supposing  that 
another  sue  3  political  hurr,can  ->  as  that  of  Bit  ow- 
noth.ngi  ui  snoul.i  s*eep  over  us,  raised  by 
some  other  issue,  cut  equally  violent,  and 
equally  fouling  the  waters  auc  bringing 
all  sor.s  of  i-curn  to  the  surface.  C,  for 
one,  having  sonuthiug  to  lost,  should  be 
sorry  to  tl  ink  that  a  bare  majority  ot  a  City 
Council  eiecte  •.  in  such  time  ot  excii.-ment  shoula 
have  p  :  '/er  to  change  the  organic  law  ot  cur  City 
Goven-tn^ut—  wji  p  ail  boards  and  commissions 
out  of  existence  a  d  undertake  to  run  tb°  ma- 
chine by  committees  cf  their  own  number.  I 
believ  a-  tutly  a.-i  any  one  in  tne principle  cf  local 
selt-goveinment,  but  this  by  no  means  implies 
that  municipal  corporations  should  have  the  priv- 
ilege ot  changing  at  will  their  form  of  govern- 
ment by  simple  vote  of  a  bare  majority  of  the 
City  Couocil.  Which  best  ser.es  the  rights  of 
the  people  so  often  appealed  to— to  fix  by  stat- 
ute -ucn  form  of  government,  as  they,  the 
people,  shall  vote  to  adopt,  or  to  leave  such 
form  liable  to  continual  change  at  the  will 
of  successive  major;ti:S  of  the  City  Couocil? 
I  rcgaid  tnis  protest  against  statute  commis- 
sions as  a  last  attempt  of  the  City  Government 
m  its  prereat  form  to  retain  the  sower  which  is 
slipping  a-  ay  from  tnein,  and  of  which  the  good 
ot  the  w'jole  people  requires  the  reli(-quishm<»nt. 
That  tneh  lelinquishment  will  ever  be  voluntary, 
1  do  not  believe.  My  hope  no.*  is  that  th-  \  eopie 
— the  mtich-aoused  people — against  wiose  rignts, 
according  to  some  sentlemei,  this  charter  covers 
sui:h  a  dark  conspiracy ; — that  they  will  take  the 
matter  into  fieir  own  haods  a-d  ask  the  Legisla- 
ture di.ectly  to  give  *heru  the  opportu.  itv  ot 
adoptiiii:,  if  the/  choose,  the  chatter  as  passed  by 
tnis  Hoard,  a:  o  of  showing  by  their  own  votes 
how  much  I aith  they  have  in  the  as*<  rtion  that 
su'h  adoption  is  a  virtual  suire.  der  of  their  own 
rights  ana  the  es:ablisbiteut  of  a  corrupt 
oligarchy.  Those  « ho  expect  thus  to  per- 
suade the  mass  of  om  citizens,  in  my 
opinion  uuner  stimate  their  intelligence. 
I  regret  tu  t  this  matter  did  not  come  to  us  at  our 
last  meeting,  as  v/e  expec"d.  I  had  supposed  if 
any  member  of  the  Boaid  was  known  generally  to 
be  an  «:arly  and  constant  advocate  of  the  new 
chartei  ,thatlhad  mat  honor,  and  I  should  greatly 


regret  it  if  those  who  tuve  orgahiz  d  in  opposition 
thereto  failed  to  unuerstaud  or  remember  mv  po- 
sition and  public  course  io  tie  mattei.  Mi,  Chair- 
man, I  move  the  indennttc  postponement  o.  tDB 
whole  subject,  and  ask  for  the  yeas  ano  nays. 

Aldtra,an  frescott — Before  the  vote  is  taaen  I 
woul  j  like  in  kno>.  about  w..at  ihe  situation  will 
be  if  the  Boaid  cousent  to  the  motion  propose  by 
th.i  Aideruna<..  Horn  Ward  4.  If  the  uaoaoa  to  iL- 
dehnitely  no  tpoue  prevails,  will  tnis  city  charier 
be  out  of  the  reach  of  another  Government  if 
tu  v  t  liould  see  fit  to  take  it  up?  If  so,  1  should 
oppose  an  indefinite  postponement.  1  entirely 
agree  with  the  'euaarks  of  the  Aid  rman  from 
War<<  4,  bur  I  do  no.  lik-  l  >  tak  any  actio. i  which 
would  cousigu  this  chaiter  k>  the  tomb  of  the 
Cipulsts.  For  o  ,e,  I  should  rather  prefer  io 
lay  it  on  the  table  in  older  to  gain  more 
light  upon  the  subj  c',  and  ascertain  if,  by 
an  indefinite  oostponemem,  we  put  the  charter 
adopted  by  the  Board  or  Aloeroaen  out  "f  tne 
reach  ot  this  or  any  future  Government,  so  tsat 
thev  cannot  take  hold  of  the  subject  agaio  with- 
out having  the  whole  subject  again  iefer:erl  to  a 
coiiiuu  sioi  .  I  utsuc  st.ch  a  disposition  of  toe 
subject  that  if  any  Govern  me  t  which  may  suc- 
ceed usi.esires  to  take  it  up  and  discuss  it  they 
may  tic  so. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  would  have  made  oo  such 
motion  if  I  ban  sup  nosed  it  could  be  bi  ding  upon 
tae  next  City  Government.    If  the  Chair  so  rules, 

I  will  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  next  City 
Gover^me    i. 

Tht  Cabman— Ibe  Chair  is  of  me  o  in. on  that 
if  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone,  prevads,  the 
subject  can  be  taken  up  agan.  by  the  eioveroaient 
following  on  the  first  day  of  its  meeting,  if  it  so 
desires. 

Ald.rinau  Power — I  should  cbee. fully  vote  for 
the  indefinite  postpone  oieut,  but  not  exactly  for 
the  roa-'oos  given  by  iuy  frit u a  from  Ward  4;  tor 
it  is  «wi  unown  thst  I  have  as  zealously  opposed 
that  charter  as  my  friend  has  opposed  it.  1  1J) 
willing  to  trust  the  matter  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment, feeling  sure  that  if  our  success- 
ors mai  age  the  government  as  judicious- 
ly and  economically  as  their  p.edecessors 
have  done,  ihere  will  be  i  o  neen  of  any 
new  cnarter  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  feel  that  we 
will  be  perf  ctly  safe  to  trust  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  next  City  Gov  =rn.nent.  and,  not  ■•  ithtaading 
the  assertions  of  many  per  ons  just  about  this 
time  that  ths  Government  is  averycor.upt  one, 

I I  eel  a>sur<  d  that  our  successoiswul  need  no  new 
form  of  gov.rnmei  t.  I  hope  the  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  will  orevail. 

Aldermar  Wonhinato-i— I  shall  vote  ro  indefi- 
nitely po-tpoue  thi-  whole  subject,  because  I  do 
not  believe  in  the  Government  of  tbe  citv  of  Bos- 
ton being  ran  by  commt-sious.  We  have  had  this 
subject  before  the  Government  the  eutire  vear, 
and,  if  we  are  apt  scholars,  we  have  eea  that 
the  people  of  Boston  do  nor  believe  in  com- 
missions, and  are  not  prepared  to  have  the 
Government  run  by  them.  I  tbi.k  that  experi- 
ence na"  shown  us  that  when  this  Government 
nlaces  their  power  into  the  hands  of  commissions 
appoinied  for  three  years,  that  those  commissions 
are  entirely  independent  of  toio  Government  ajd 
can  oaly  be  reached  by  the  absolute  power  of  tbe 
Mayor,  and  tne  expenditure  of  money  is  entirely 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  people,  r  wish  to  enter 
my  protest  against  the  sentiments  of  Aldetman 
Qui  cy's  speech,  because  I  hope  ths  day  is  f  ar 
distant  when  tne  State  Legislature  will  attempt 
to  rule  tbe  city  of  Boston  without  the  consent  of 
toe  ^eot,le.  We  nave  not  become  so  io* 
in  public  morals  that  we  require  the  guard- 
ian-hip of  the  State  House,  ano  I  am 
suie  it  will  be  maoy  days  and  years  be- 
fore we  shall  be.  I  am  ready  at  all  limes  to  sub- 
mit io  and  be  goveroed  by  the  withes  and  wants 
of  the  people  of  Boston,  for  I  am  sure  they  will  be 
rigat  in  toe  lututt,  as  they  always  have  b^en  in 
the  pa:t — perhaps  not  nghr  today,  but  tomorrow 
they  are  sure  to  be  right.  There  is  no  city  in  the 
Union  whose  ptop.e  are  so  intelligent  and  capable 
or  ju  ging  ot  what  they  want  as  are  tbe  citizens 
of  Boston.  Therefore  I  shall  vote  to  i^aefiuitely 
nostpoue  this  subject,  because  I  believe  the  peo- 
ple are  capable  of  raking  caie  of  their  business 
and  governing  themselves,  and  do  not  need  to  ap- 
peal to  the  Legislature  for  any  system  of  goveru- 
mi  nt  outside  of  ihat  dictated  by  their  own  free 
will. 

Alderman  Quincy— I  should  deprecate  as  much 
as  the  Alderman  from  Ward  15  any  government 
of  the  city  of  Boston    by    the    State   Legislature; 
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but  I  am  unable  to  see  that  that  will  be  the  case 
if,  m  response  to  a  petition  from  the  citizens 
or  Boston,  the  Legislature,  should  propose  a 
chartei  to  be  accepted  or  i  ejected  by  the  popular 
vote  of  the  people  or  Boston.  It  I  am  riabt  in  my 
estimate  of  what  the  juogment  of  the  people  will 
be,  and  tney  should  accept  it,  I  cannot  see  tbat  it 
■will  be  in  any  shape  ?.  government  by  the  Legis- 
lature. I  equally  desire,  •with  ihe  Alder- 
man, no  form  of  gov  ronier/t  which  the 
people,  if  consulted  by  the  popular  vote,  do  not 
decide:  to  accept.  But  having  .  ended  tu  accept 
such  a  form,  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  should  be 
fixed  by  statute,  ana  not  be  liable  to  bn  changed 
by  successive  City  Governments.  My  reason  for 
moving  an  moefinitp  oosiponeaaent  is  tht.t  1  con- 
sider it  "ettled  that  no  City  Government  will  ask 
for  a  charter  «hicn  so  abridges  its  own  powerr.  I 
have  hope  rhat  the  request  for  s'ich  a  charter  will 
come  from  tb»-  people,  and  for  that  reasor.  i  wish 
to  remove  it  entirely  from  the  City  Government. 

Aldfctman  Prescott—  1  still  thin*  it  would  be 
unwise,  especially  ou  the  part  of  those  wbo  favor 
the  mai  >  teatuies  of  this  charter,  to  tak^  the  ac- 
tion proposed  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  4. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  a  very  serious  thing 
to  consign  this  C'ty  charrer  to  the  oigor.  holes 
of  the  City  CierC ,  whe>e  it  cannot  be  reached  ex- 
cept by  concurrent  vote  of  botti  branches  ot  the 
Citv  Council.  For  one  I  do  not  desire  to  take 
such  action.  At  prese  it,  as  I  have  been  in  the 
past — and  I  make  no  secret  of  it — lam  a  pronounc- 
ed friend  of  the  main  features  of  the  new 
charter.  I  did  not  suppose  that  the  Citv 
Government  of  this  year  could  be  brought 
to  accept  this  •-hai'ter,  hut  it  was  ac- 
cepted bv  the  Board  of  Atdeimen,  and  I  was 
giatifled  that  it  tecetved  so  lara'e  a  vote  in  the 
other  branch.  I  want  the  matter  so  disposed  of 
that  if  the  n^xt  succeeding  or  any  other  City  Gov- 
ernment desires  to  catte  up  tb?s  matter  anew,  it 
can  do  so:  I  do  not  understard  how  that  can  very 
well  be  rlone  if  the  motion  <i£  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  4  is  adopted,  and  until  I  have  more  light 
upon  tne  subject  I  shall  feel  constrained  to  vote 
against  it.  1  do  not  intend  to  cut  off  debate,  but 
befo  e  the  vote  is  taken  I  propose  to  move  that 
the  motion  of  the  Alderman  from  Ward  4  be  laid 
upon  'he  table,  and  if  it  is  adopted  <#e  can  see  be- 
tween this  and  the  next  uieeoiug  what  the  exact 
situation  of  the  subject  will  be  if  that  motion  is 
adopted. 

Aldtrmsn  Stebbins — I  think  the  motiou  of  the 
Ale  er  man  from  Ward  4  is  the  proper  one.  It 
places  the  subject  wh°ce  the  Alderman  from 
Ward  9  would  have  it— before  th°  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. The  effect  is  to  indefinitely  poscjo  e  it 
so  tar  as  ihis  Citv  Goveixine  t  is  concern  d.  It  is 
then  pi  ced  upon  the  files  of  the  Cny  Clerk,  and  a 
motion  mav  be  mad-1  ar  the  first  meeting  if  the 
next  City  Goverument  to  refer  it  to  a  committee. 
It  will  go  upon  the  files  and  can  be  called  up 
again  immediately  o  >  the  coming  together  of  the 
next  City  Government. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  do  not  yet  see  my  way 
clear,  even  aftei  tne  explanation  fol  'he  Alder- 
man from  Ward  8,  to  vote  for  the  motion.  To 
take  rhe  charter  from  the  files  will  require  the 
concurrent  vote  of  both  braieb.es,  and  onp  branch 
might  not  be  willing  to  consioer  it  at  all,  while 
the  iifXtBoard  of  Aldermen  might  be  willing  to 
do  so.  I  should  like  t  j  leave  it  in  such  a  shape 
that  it  will  be  considered,  and  it  may  requiie  a 
cor  current  vote  to  e:et  it  before  any  committee. 
At  any  rate,  I  should  like  a  little  delay  m  orce-  to 
inquire  what  the  exact  effei-t  of  the  motion  would 
be. 

Aldermen  Burrage— There  seems  to  be  no  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  ihe  power  of  each  Guy  Govern- 
ment to  originate  and  act  upon  such  a  matter  as 
it  sees  fit.  This  Government  has  a->  more  control 
over  the  succeeding  one  than  it  has  over  one  a 
hundred  years  hcice;  but  I  think,  with  the  Alder- 
man fiom  Ward  9,  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table  and  act  upon  it  at  some  future 
time.  There  may  be  something  to  cuange  our 
juc  gment,  or  whe  her  it  may  not  be  worth  •*  hile 
to  try  to  get  something  chat  we  can  agree  upon. 
It  might  as  wed  lay  upon  the  table  for  a  week. 

Alderman  Quincy— Upon  reflection  I  am  willing 
to  change  my  motion  to  a  reference  t<  the  next 
City  Government;  for  if  they  take  no  action  it 
will  in  no  way  prejudice  an  v  action  that  maybe 
taken  elsewhere.  '  I  supposed  it  was  known  that  a 
number  of  months  ago  a  movement  was  made 
towards  submitting  this  matter  directly  to  the 
Legislature,  which  was  opposed  by  me  with  all 
the  force  of  which  1  was  capable,  for  the  reason 


that  the  matter  had  originated  in  the  City  Gov- 
ernment and  it  was  but  for  that  the  citv  Gov- 
ernment >bould  be  asked  what  ibey  would  do  with 
it,  and  when  if  was  found  that  they  wotud  co 
nothing,  then  if  was  time  for  the  citizens  rotate 
it  to  the  Legislature.  I  row  consider  it  settled 
that  the  City  Government  will  cot  ask  the  L  gis- 
lature  for  anew  charter,  and  I  think  the  citizens 
can  originate  the  movement  just  as  well  if  we 
refer  it  to  the  next  City  Government  as  if  we  in- 
defimtelv  postpooeit.  Therefore  I  am  wiling  to 
change  my  mo'iso  to  a  reference  to  the  next 
Ciry  Government. 

Alderman  Burrage  move  J  that  tno  motion  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Aldei  man  Quincy  called  for  the  yeas  ?nd  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  lost— yea-  5,  nays  7. 

Yeas — Alderman  Bigelow,  Burrage,  Clark,  Pope, 
Pi  escott— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Harris,Power,  O'Brien,  Quincy, 
Stebbins,  Viles,  Worthrngton— 7. 

Alderman  Wo'thington  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  whole  subject. 

Aide*  -nan  Quincy  raised  the  point  tbat  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  was  next  m  order,  which  the  Chair 
ruled  was  well  take*. 

Alderman  Worthington  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  th=  motion  to  refet  to  the  next  City 
Government  prevailed  in  noo-coi  curr°nce— yeas 
10,  rays  2. 

Yeas  —  Aldeimen  Bigelow,  Barrage,  Cla-k 
O'Brien,  Pope,  Power,  Prescott,  Quincv,  Stebuins, 
A'iles— 10. 

Navs— Aldermen  Harris,  Worthinetor> — 2. 

Sent  down. 

FREE  SOUP. 

A-'  order  car;  e  up  for  Committees  on  Police,  of 
the  Board  ot  Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  io 
provide  soup  for  deserving  poor  ouiing  the  win- 
ter momhs,  at  an  expens-  not  exceeding  $5000. 

Alderman  Ptiver— I  don't  kn»  \  tnat  any  neces- 
sity exists  for  departing  from  the  rule  nsretoto  e 
<k  served  io  the  disposition  of  this  master.  I  ha>  e 
never  beard  any  oomolaint  and  thick  it  b?.d  bet- 
ter ce  left  to  tne  Commit'te  on  Police  of  tne 
Board  of  Aider  ^en.  It  seams  to  me  that  such  a 
committee  will  bs  lik-lv  to  ar-t  more  promptly  ana 
efficiently  man  a  larger  oi, e.  All  the  importance 
there  i*  about  it  is  the  judicious  expenciture  of 
that  a  mourn  of  money,  and  ~s  I  have  never  beard 
any  complaint  I  think  it.  had  better  be  disposed  of 
as  he i eto fore.  As  the  Committee  on  Police  have 
charge  of  th  •  expenditure  of  over  §500,000,  I  don't 
know  why  we  should  go  to  the  trouble  of  having  a 
joint  committee  to  manage  lIiis  item  of  $5000.  I 
move  that  the  portion  referring  to  the  Committee 
on  Poli'  e  of  the  Coinrno  j  Council  be  stncken  out 
ano  tbat  tut-  appropriation  be  ;pent  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Committee  on  Ponce    of  this  Board. 

Tne  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended,  passed.    Sect  down. 

THE  CLAIM  OF  JOHN    JEFFRIES  AND  OTHERS    FOR 
REMISSION  OF  TAX. 

On  motiou  ot  Alderman  Quincy,  the  Boaid  took 
up  the  su.=cial  assignment  for  5  P.  »1.,  viz..  Re- 
port of  leave  to  vithdraw  •  n  petitions  of  John 
Jeff  lies  and  others  for  abate  me  t  of  taxes  as- 
sessed on  late  ai  East  Boston. 

On  mo  ion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  aa  opportunity 
was  giveu  Mr.  John  J-ffries.  Jr.,  and  his  coucsel, 
Mr.  William  G.  Russell,  to  bs  heard. 

Mr.  Jeffries— About  a  year  since  I  was  -  aited 
upon  bv  Mr.  Pa'uier,  one  of  the  assessors  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  who  iuquir  d  if  I  would  give  the 
city  the  refusal  ot  certain,  properti  that  i  hao  in 
East  Boston.  He  explained  that  the  motive  ot  it 
was  to  ■  emove  die  tracks  of  the  Eastern  and  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  lailroads.  sn  tint  they  ill  go  round 
Jeffries  Point,  in  Oferto  avoid  the  crossing  of 
so  many  public  streets  at  grade.  Alter  two  or 
three  interviews  I  agreed  to  give  him  'he  i^-fusal. 
He  brought  me  certain  blark  papeJS  to  till  np, 
which  I  looked  over  and  declined  to  sign,  saying  I 
could  not  give  the  refusal  upon  those  terms,  but 
that  I  would  draw  op  such  a  rernsal  tor 
myself  and  father,  nd  Mr.  Angell  of  Fr  .vi- 
dei  ce,  tor  whom  I  Acted  as  agent,  as  I 
would  be  «illinsr  to  sign  and  sub  nit  to.  After 
th  lapse  of  a.  few  day*' I  ban  tne  pavers  dra  \r.i  up 
and  went  to  Provident  and  procuied  the  assent 
of  Mr.  Angell,  »oo  then  iook  them,  with  tho*e  of 
my  father  and  my  own,  to  Mr.  Palmer.  Mr.  Palmer 
stared  that  he  coiila  not  bind  th«  citv  many  way 
whatever ;' there  was  no  committee  appointed 
that  could  bind  th<- city;  that  It  wa"  merely  by 
the  informal  action  of  some  f  entlemeti  who  bad 
met  in  the  Mayor's  office,  aun  had  agreed  that  the 
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best  way  to  do  it  was;  to  get  the  refusal  of  this 
propetty;  and  that  Mr.  Palmer  bad  leave  ot  ab- 
sence tiom  the  Assessors'  Dejjart merit  in  order  to 
ootain  tluse  refusals.  I  understood  perfectly, 
when  I  gaze  those  papers  to  Mr.  Palmer,  that  the 
city  was  not  legally  bound;  but  I  did  also  under- 
stand tVat  tboy  -weie  equitably  bound,  although 
Mr.  Palmer  said  he  could  not  binn  the  cuy  in  any 
wav.  When  I  brought  the  papers  to  him  he  said 
they  wflie  so  diffeient  from  the  others  that  he 
mus*  submit  ihem  to  Alderman  St-obins,  Chair- 
man of  tbe  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters.  He 
took  the  papers  and  went  from  che  office,  and  re- 
turned in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  sayiag  that  Al- 
derman Stebbinj  regretted  that  the  paper  was 
di  awn  in  such  a  way  a  ■<  to  make  two  prices  tor  tne 
land— one  mtniag  to  the  first  of  May.  aod  one 
running  ro  the  first  of  January,  1876.  But  he  took 
the-  ,  aod  Mr.  Palmer  had  them  in  bis  possession, 
and  has  had  them  since.  Auer  it  was  mooted 
aoout  that  the.  ci'y  was  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  this  thing,  I  was  approacied  by  two  or  thiee 
parties  for  the  purchase  of  that  property,  and  I 
statr  very  confidently  that  I  could  have  sold  the 
two  pieces  belonging  to  my  father  -od  myself, 
for  cash,  at  the  price  at  which  I  offered 
to  sell  it  to  the  city;  but  I  told  jbeuo  I 
could  not  negotiate  for  it,  because  it  was 
bonded  t>  the  city,  ano  it  I  had  been 
offered  rive  times  the  price  I  would  uot  have  brok- 
en ruy  word  in  regard  to  it.  Lastsumraer  Ihad  one 
or  two  applications  for  th^  property  f  own  myself, 
but  1  said  it  was  bonded  to  the  ciiy  and  1  could  do 
nothing  about  it.  L;tter  in  the  season  a  party 
came  to  me  about  the  p'operty  of  Mr.  Angjell,  but 
I  told  him  it  was  bonded  to  the  city.  He  came  to 
City  Hall  and  saw  one  or  two  gentlemen 
heie,  out  I  said  1  could  do  nothing  about  it. 
Then  he  renewed  negotiations  foi  the  lease 
of   a  place  in   Charlestown,  which  he  took   and 

fiays  a  rental  of  $6000  a  year  for  five  years. 
n  the  summer— in  Augusr,  f  think— I  came 
up  to  see  his  Honor  ihe  Mayor,  and  asked 
whether  anything  bad  been  done,  and  whether 
the  committee  had  been  appointed  to  w  it  upon 
the  Eastern  Railroad;  but  lie  advised  me  to  wait 
till  October,  when  the  Hoaio  would  be  in  session, 
and  not  do  anything  about  it  before.  I  aid  so, 
and  I  found  that  nothing  was  likely  to  be  done, 
and  there  the  matter  stood.  "When  the  tax  bills 
came  row  d  I  presumed  I  had  nothing  ro  do  but 
simply  put  it)  a  petition  to  the  Ci'y  Government 
for  an  abatement  of  this  tax;  I  did  so,  and  had 
leave  to  withdraw.  My  pioperty  has  been  tied  up 
for  a  whole  year  ana  will  be  u  til  rhe  first  of  Jan- 
uary next,  for  which  1  have  received  no  consider- 
ation whatever.  Io  this  agreement  it  is  stated 
distinctly  tbat  whether  the  city  purchases  the 
property  or  not,  it  is  to  as-ome  the  raxes,  I  un- 
derstood that  I  nad  n't  bouudthe  ciiy  at  law,  but 
thai  the  city  was  bound  as  a  matter  of  equity. 

Mr.  Russell— Is  it  prooerty  from  which  you  re- 
ceive use  or  rent  at  the  present  time? 

Mr.  Jeffries— No,  sir.  It  is  nroperty  for  sale. 
Tbe  piece  belonging  to  my  father  lias  two  small 
houses  upoo  it,  each  of  which  is  tenting  In  the 
neighborhood  of  $30  or  $40  a  month.  The  pi  ice 
named  in  ths  agreement  is  $60,000  on  the  1st  of 
May  and  $65,000  on  th»  1st  of  January.  Th;  prices 
were  accept iDle  to  Mr.  Palmer,  who  was  employed 
to  get  the  lefusals. 

AMtrmau  Harris— You  conferred  with  no  other 
gentf  man  but  Mr.  Palmer? 

Mr.  Jeffries— No,  sir;  none  of  tbe  city  officials. 

Alderman  Burraee — Have  von  ever  made  any 
attempt  to  have  tbat  bond  cancelled  or  returned? 

Mr.  Jeffries — No,  sir,  I  have  not.  I  told  the  gen- 
tleman wno  applied  to  tne  for  th-  piece  belonging 
to  Mr.  Angell  that  if  he  could  get  it  released! 
could  sell  tie  pioperty. 

Alderman  Burrage— Did  you  sead  him  to  Mr. 
Palmer? 

Mr.  Jeffries— No,  sir,  but  I  told  him  to  go  to  City 
Hall  and  see  what  h,  could  do. 

Alderman  Quincy— You  understood  that  the 
bonds  you  gave  were  in  the  custody  of  the  Citv 
Government? 

Mr.  Jeffries— Yes,  sir,  they  were  in  Mr.  Palmer's 
custody. 

Alderman  Prescott—  You  saw  tb  Mayor  after 
that  in  regard  to  cancelling  rhebond? 

Mr.  Jeffries— No.  sir,  not  io  regard  to  cancelling 
it.  I  wantea  to  see  whetuer  the  city  was  going  to 
take  ar.y  action  in  regard  to  it. 

Alderman  Burrage— This  was  a  bona  fide  offer 
that  you  had? 

Mr.  Jeffries— The  offer  was  before  I  had  signed 
the  papers,  but  after  I  had  agreed  to  give  tbe  city 


the  refusal  of  it.  1  supposed  until  within  a  couple  of 
months  tbat  something  would  be  aooe  about  it, 
and  that  the  thing  would  go  through,  as  it  ap- 
peared so  feasible,  ana  it  °eetns  to  me  so  now. 

Alderman  Bwrrage — You  thought  it  would  go 
through  by  an  arrai  gement  made  with  the  tespec- 
tive  corpoiations  by  the  cttv  ? 

Mr.  Jeffries— Yes,  sir.  1  thought  it  such  a  wise 
thing  to  ao  rather  thau  to  build  so  many  bridges, 
and  that  the  city  would  save  a  great  ne;.l  of  money 
by  it. 

On  motion  of  Aldtrman  Burrage,  Mr.  Benjamin 
F.  Palm  r.  one  ot  the  Assessois,  was  requested  to 
make  a  statement. 

Mr.  Palmer— My  statement  would  be  almost  ex- 
actly that  nade  by  Alderman  Stebbiu".  on  this 
suDJect  when  it  first  came  before  the  Board  two 
weens  ago.  Perhaps  I  ban  better  read  a  .uortion 
of  it,  as  ht  states  tie  histery  ot  the  matter  better 
than  I  can,  and  then  I  will    answer  any  questions: 

"An  informal  meeting  was  held  i'i  the  Mavor's 
office  during  tho  progre.se  of  this  investigation,  at 
which  the  City  Engineet,  Mr.  Palmer  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  ano  one  or  r<  o  other  g  ntlecen  in- 
terested in  the  removal  of  th.-?  tracks,  wer-  pres- 
ent. The  question  was  discussed  as  to  what  «  owld 
be  the  best  method  of  pre-enting  the  matter  to 
the  Ra'lway  Commissior.ers,  and  the  procuring  of 
these  bonds  was  cuggesfHl.  The  Mayor  aid  not 
request  Mr  Palmer  to  procure  these  bonds.  The 
suggestion  was  made  by  another  gentleman,  that 
as  Mr.  Paiiier,  who  resided  near  there,  was  en- 
tirely tarcihar  with  the  projetty,  he  would  be  the 
proper  pet>ou,  if  he  could  be  spared  from  the 
Assessor's  office.  That  was  concurred  in  ;  1  ascer- 
tained that  tne  business  of  the  Assessor's  office 
would  pera.it  of  Mr.  Palmer's  absence  for  ten 
days  or  two  weeks.  No  one  suppose  1  the  city  waj 
to  be  committed  io  anything." 

And  the  city  was  r  ot  com nitfed  to  anything,  I 
h«.d  no  power  to  commit  tne  city  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  one  single  cent,  and  I  did  i  ot  do  so. 

[Reading  from  Alderman  Stebbius's  remarks] — 
"We  were  simply  actirg  as  agent*  to  ascertain 
what  the  change  would  cost,  and  the  only  »av  ro 
do  that  properly  fas  to  secure  from  rhe  parties 
owning  thr  land  a  bond  to  convey  it  to  whoever 
would  ba  the  agent  to  make  the  charge.  The 
printed  fovm  was  carefully  prepared,  so  that  in 
case  the  city  was  not  tie  agent,  wooever  might  be 
designated  by  tin  Legislature  could  take  these 
bonds  and  use  them." 

So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  supposed  that  I 
was  desired  to  get  tbebtstterms  that  I  could  from 
the  owners  of  this  property,  i  was  not  aware  r.bat 
I  was  to  be  bound  exclusively  to  any  particular 
form  or  boud,  tor  the  printed  form  would  not  cov- 
er thf  cases  ot  corporations  whose  refusal  I  had 
to  get.  I  was  not  aware  that  it  was  essential  that, 
I  should  use  the  punted  bonds,  supplied  by  the 
City  Sobcitoi. 

[Reading]— "In  the  case  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  the  bond 
was  made  directly  to  ths  city  of  Boston;  and  I  doubt 
if  that  bond  could  be  u-ed  if  any  other  person 
were  designated  to  make  tbe  change.  I  was  very 
much  surprised  recentlv  when  I  round  that  the 
bond  ot  Mr.  Jeffries  differed  in  any  particular 
from  tbat  prepared  by  the  City  Solicitor." 

Of  that  1  will  say  tnat  I  hadn't  the  slightest 
thought  about  the  purpose  of  tbe  city  to  so  fix 
the  bond  tnat  it  could  he  transferred  to  an- 
other agent.  I  nad  tut  one  object,  which  w;s  to 
get  the  prices  of  the  land  as  cheaply  as  I  could, 
and  in  my  own  way. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Were  you  expected  to  sub- 
mit the  bonds  to  tbe  inspection  of  any  other 
party,  or  had  you  entire  discretion  to  accept  them 
or  not? 

Mr.  Palmer— It  i  my  impression  (although  uot 
strong  enougb  to  be  positive)  that  I  did  submit 
these  bonds  to  Alderman  Stebbii  s,  tboogb  possi- 
bly i  ot.  I  am,  however,  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
that  I  did,  from  what  Mr.  Jeffrie?  said.  If  lie  bad 
not  said  so,  I  should  not  have  given  it  a  thought 
whether  I  submitted  them  to  Alderman  Stebbinsor 
not.  1  spoke  to  the  Mayor  once  on  some  matters 
outside  cf  the  legular  order,  and  be  remarked  that 
be  had  confluence  in  my  discretion,  and  had  no 
doubt  but  what  I  should  do  would  be  done  prop- 
erly. 

Alderman  Bigelow  —  Was  there  any  comment 
made  on  accownt  of  the  variation  of  the  wruten 
bonds  Irom  tbe  printed  on^ts? 

Mr.  Palmer — I  have  no  recollection  about  it. 

Atdeirnan  Bigelow— Why  was  the  written  bond 
received  instead  of  the  printed  one?  You  re- 
•eived  ths  printed  bonds  from  the  other  parties, 
and  the  written  one  from  Mr.  Jeffries. 
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Mr.  Palme.'' — I  only  felt  it  my  doty  to  get  as 
good  terms  as  I  could,  no  matter  what  trie  forms 
of  tlm  bonds. 

Aldeimau  Quincy— Who  had  the  custody  of 
these  bonds? 

Mr.  Pal  no er — I  bad  them. 

Alderman  Quincy— Suppose,  sir,  the  desired 
action  had  been  taken  by  the  Legislature,  and 
Mr.  Jeffries  having  a  cha  i.ce  to  sell  his  land  hau 
then  come  to  you  and  desired  to  withdraw  his 
bond,  would  you  have  considsrttJ  yourself  bound 
to  give  it  up,  or  that  you  ha  j  a  right  to  hold  him 
up  to  it? 

Mr.  Palmer — I  should  have  thought  I  had  no 
right  or  power  to  hold  the  bond;  I  t'aiok  I  should 
have  given  it  un  to  oim.  But  I  should  have  con- 
sulted the  authorities   before  giving  it.  up  10  him. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  tbe  requested  actioo  had 
been  taken  and  Mi.  Jeffries  had  come  to  with- 
draw the  bo  ad  vou  would  have  consulted  whether 
he  ha"  tag  right  to  withdraw  it? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  should.  Iouly  considered  myself 
as  an  agent  to  hold  the  bond  temporarily. 

Mr.  Russe'l— You  thought  you  held  it  for  the 
«ity? 

Mr.  Palmer— Yes  sir. 

Alderman  Burrage— What  was  the  considera- 
tion, do  you  think,  upon  which  the  bonds  were 
given?    What  induced  them  to  give  the  bonds? 

Mr.  Palmer — A.  hope  of  selling  the  property. 

A'd^rman  Burrage — Xhev  were  quite  as  much 
interested,  you  think,  as  the  city  was? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  thiok  so;  fully  as  much  interest- 
ed. 

Alderman  Burrage — To  have  tbe  plan  carried 
out? 

Mr.  Palmer— Yes,  sir. 

Alderman  Harris— How  came  you  to  be  called 
into  the  matter?  Are  younot  interested  nr-houses 
over  thete? 

Mr.  Palmer — Not  tbe  slightest.  I  own  two 
houses  about  a  mile  from  there.  I  suppose  I  was 
called  because  I  had  been  an  assessor  there  for 
saven  or  eight  years. 

Alderman  Burrage— Have  yuu  the  bonds  with 
you,  Mr.  Palmer? 

M  .  Palmer — Alderman  Stebbius  has  them.  I 
will  call  the  attent'ou  of  the  Board  to  ooe  fact. 
There  is  no  obligation  in  the  bond.  It  is  simply  a 
refusal  so  far  as  these  three  pieces  of  property  are 
conceited. 

At  the  iequest  of  Ald=rman  Barrage  Mr.  Palmer 
reao  one  of  the  boods,as  follows: 

Boston,  Dec.  14, 1874. 

I  give  to  the  city  of  Bostoa  the  refusal  of  the 
estate  hereinafter  described,  upon  the  following 
conditions : 

1.  The  deed  to  be  a  good  aud  sufficient  quit- 
claim deed  conveying  a  good  and  clear  title  to 
the  said  estate  free  from  all  encumbrances. 

2.  The  city  of  Bostoo  to  pay  for  such  deed  snd 
conveyance  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars ($35,000)  cash,  if  the  property  is  purchased  on 
or  before  Mav  1, 1875,  and  rhe  sum  of  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  ($40,000)  cash,  if  the  property  is  pur- 
chased after  May  1. 1875,  and  not  later  toau  Jan. 
1, 1876,  beyi>nd  which  latter  date  the  refusal  here- 
by given  is  not  to  continue. 

3.  In  consideration  of  tne  foregoing  refusal,  the 
«ity  of  Boston  to  assume  all  taxe-  to  be  assessed 
upon  the  said  estate  in  Miy  next,  whether  tais 
negotiation  results  in  a  purchase  of  the  said  es- 
tate by  the  city  or  not. 

4.  The  estate  referred  to  is  the  estate  of  tae 
undersigned  fronting  on  Maverick  street,  East 
Boston,  and  lying  between  property  now  or  late 
•  f  tbe  Boston  Forge  Company  and  propsrty  now 
or  late  of  Albeit  Bowker  and  known  as  the  (ship) 
Timber  Bending  Compaay's  -  harf. 

In  witness  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

John  Jeffries,  Jr. 

Witness  . 
Benj.F.  Palmer. 

Al  lerman  Harris— Ate  the  l  onds  all  alike? 

Mr.  Palmer— They  are  substantially  of  the  same 
tenor.  Wh>n  these  refasa's  were  handed  to  me, 
I  noticed  the  clause  in  relation  to  taxes,  and  I  told 
Mr  Jeffries  that  I  nor  any  other  persou  had  power 
to  r?mit  his  taxes,  and  that  it  could  only  be  done 
by  an  order  of  the  Ci'v  Council;  and  I  think  Mr. 
Jeffries  will  confirm  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  Jeffries— I  said  that. 

Alderman  Worthiugton— Was  there  any  consid- 
eration in  any  «f  the  other  bonds? 

Mr  Palmer— Only  in  the  bonds  for  the«e  three 
estates  —those  of  Mr.  John  Jeffrie?,  Mr.  John  Jef- 
fries, Jr.,  and  Mr.  Angeil  of  Providence. 


Alderman  Worthington—  Vnd  in  ihe  other  bonds 
there  was  no  consideration? 

Mr.  Palmer — No  consideration  like  the*  remission 
of  taxes. 

Alderman  Viles — Nothing  was  said  about  taxes 
at  all  ?  . 

Mr.  Palmer — No,  sir. 

Mr.  Russell — The  others  were  generally  for  t  he 
right  of  w^y  oversttipof  lane  ? 

Mr.  Palmer— That  was  the  form  of  the  priated 
bond,  but  I  dion'r.  use  it.  It  was  deemed  best 
thai  we  should  take  more  than  a '■trip.  Ala  ge 
territory  lying  within  the  line  of  th.-  location  of 
the  road  would  be  ma'erialiy  damaged  by  bei  g 
cut  off  from  wharf  privileges,  and  we  agreed  for 
a  large  amount  of  property  lying  within  this  loca- 
tion, among  wnicb  was  tais  property  of  the 
Messrs.  Jeffries.  Instead  of-  taking  a  single 
strip,  we  piooosed  to  take  the  whole  piece. 

Mr.  Russell— At  whose  request  <>id  you  leave 
your  employment  to  procure  these  bonds? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  bad  no  authonry  from  any  one. 
It  was  simply  at  the  suggestion  of  genleuaeo  in 
the  Government  and  others  who  were  interest-d 
in  this  movement.  At  the  m-eting  speken  of  oy 
Alderman  Stebiins,  of  which  I  ieaa,  it  is  my  im- 
Diession  ex-Alderman  Brooks,  -??ho  off-red  the 
original  order,  suggested  that  I  should  oe  to  em- 
ployed.   I  had  no  iuthority  from  any  one. 

Mr.  Russell— Was  it  sanctioned  by  thi  Mayor  or 
not? 

Mr.  Palmer — I  don't  know  whether  the  Mayor 
sanctioned  it  or  not. 

Alderman  Quiccy— Your  understanding  was 
this:  you  were  verv  sure  that  the  cuy  was  not 
legally  bound  by  Mr.  Jeffrie's  bond,  bat  if  he 
had  deured  to  withdraw  it  you  would  fiist,  have 
sucmitted  the  case  to  the  authorities  befoie  sui- 
renoenug  it? 

Mr.  Palmer — I  certainly  should.  Mv  duty  ended 
when  I  got  the  values  of  tnese  properties.  I  had 
no  authority  to  commit  tbe  city  to  me  expendi- 
ture of  one  cert,  and  I  did  not  do  so.  I  did  no 
power  ove,  these  bonds  at  all. 

Aldertnau  Quincy — You  co  sidered  yourself  tbe 
custodian  of  them  for  the  citv? 

Mr.  Palmer — Yes,  sir,  or  for  the  parties  moving 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Russell — You  understood  that  you  held 
these  bonds  as  the  custodian  tor  the  city,  and  not 
for  Mr.  Jeffrie*  ? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  was  actingfor  the  city  so  fat  as 
any  power  was  given  me.  Whether  or  not  it  had 
any  force,  I  doa't  know. 

Alderman  Quincy — And  holding  them  for  the 
city,  you  would  n't  have  given  them  up  without 
tne  advice  of  the  authorities? 

Mr.  Palmer — No,  sir. 

Alderman  Harris— Were  you  tver  asked  to  re- 
linquish them? 

Mr.  Palmer— No,  sir. 

Alderman  Bunage— Have  yon  ever  consulted 
any  legal  authorities  as  to  the  force  of  the  bo  ads, 
whether  they  realty  amounted  to  anything  or  not 
—no  other  consideration  bsing  givn— xcept  as 
matter  of  evidence  i  a  regard  to  ihe  value  which 
the  parties  put  upon  the  laud? 

Mr.  Palniei— The  purpose  was  to  find  what  the 
project  would  cost,  ano  the  bonds  in  my  posses- 
sion would  he  t  e  evidence. 

Mr.  Russell — Was  tne  price  asked  a  fair  one,  in 
vour  judgmeut? 

Mr.Palmer — Yes,  sir,  a  fair  price.  The  refusal 
of  Mr.  Agell's  estate  *as  given  at  che  same  piice 
at  which  I  hai  assessed  ir— $81,500. 

Alderruau  Harris — How  came  vou  to  be  the  cus- 
todian of  these  boads?  If  the  Mayor  authorized 
you  to  get  them,  why  did  n't  you  deposit  tbeni 
with  him  ? 

Mr.  Palmer— I  don't  know  tuat  I  have  stated 
that  the  Mayor  did  authorize  me. 

Alderman  Hariis— Then  it  was  simply  your  own 
individual  acion? 

Mr.  Palmer— No,  sir,  I  never  should  have  as- 
sumed to  do  such  a  thing  on  my  own  individual 
account.  I  never  sh  >nld  have  gone  to  ger  these 
bone's  had  it  not  been  suggested  to  me  by  affic-rs 
of  the  city  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  get  these 
values. 

Alderman  Harris— I  cannot  see  who  you  were 
acting  for. 

Mr.  Palmer  -The  remarks  of  Alderman  Steb- 
bius tbt>t  I  have  read  ?'e  the  exact  statement  of 
the  affair.  If  the  gentleman  will  take  pa>ns  to 
look  at  the  doings  of  the  Boaid  of  Aldermeu  of 
October  30  he  will  see  the  authority  I  had  a  >d  by 
whom  I  was  authorized.  Possible  it  would  have 
been  better  for  me  to  have  refused  to  do  it;  but  it 
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is  not  best  to  iefuse  to  do  what  gentlemen  promi- 
nent in  the  Government  desire  me  to  do. 

Alderman  Harris— You  knew  that  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts  had  the  custody  of  all  bonds? 

Mr.  Palmer — 

Mr.  Russell  said  Mr.  Jtffries  had  made  a  very 
•lever  statement  of  the  facts.  The  case  is  oivided 
into  three  point. — the  facts,  the  law  and  the 
equny.  The  facts  are  tba:  the  bonds  were  pro- 
cuted  for  rhe  citv  by  Mr.  Paluui'  or  Mr.  Jeff/i'S; 
tne  city  was  fully  committed  to  tlie  pi  oject,  and 
any  measure  taken  to  promote  it  was  to  piomore 
that  object.  The  bonds  were  procured  by  the  city 
in  tie  way  that  any  such  bonas  must  be  procuied 
in  such  matters ;  the  Mavor  and  two  Aldermen 
ano  other  parties  interested  met  to  see  what 
measures  >hould  be  taken  in  adva  ce,  and  tney 
agreed  to  secure  conds  for  the  land  in  order  to 
limit  and  .ihow  the  cost  of  the  enterprise.  An 
assessor  was  seni  fiom  his  own  office  to  do  this 
work  an  i  procure  ti:ese  bonds.  The  bonds  of  Mr. 
Jeffries  were  reasonable  for  him  to  give  and  the 
city  to  receive,  for  the  lots  were  woith  but  little 
to  him  except  for  sale,  and  to  give  the 
refusal  of  lands  for  sale  is  very  different 
from  giving  a  teaant  a  refusal  fjr  one 
year;  would  one  of  the  Board  give  the  city  the  re- 
fusal of  itfor  a  year  and  lake  it  out  of  the  cu  irket 
for  one  year?  Mr.  Russell  considered  the  differ- 
ence betwf  en  the  bonds  as  of  no  value  v  hatever, 
for  in  any  case  ir  wis  in  promotion  of  the  project. 
Mr.  Palmer  held  the  bonds  for  the  city,  and  ic 
made  no  difference  whether  or  not  they  had 
reached  the  depository.  The  bond"  were  commu- 
nicated to  the  city,  or  committee  having  the 
projec*  in  charge,  and  thev  made  some  comment 
upon  it,  but  Mi.  Jeffries  after  signing  the  bond 
held  Mmself  leligiously  bound  by  it  and  repeated- 
ly refused  to  negotiate  for  tb«  sale  of  the  land; 
and  he  hold*  bnn-elf  bound  not  to  co  vey 
it  till  the  first  of  January.  It  is  plain 
there  is  no  legal  claim,  and  one  will 
not  be  made;  but  it  will  be  left  to 
the  sense  of  justice  ol  the  Board.  If 
private  individuals  had  entered  into  such  an 
agieeuient,  the  principal  would  be  bound  in  equi- 
ty beyond  question;  and  the  city  is  bound  in 
equity  just  as  urn 3b  as  an  individual.  To  ques- 
tions by  Alderman  Burrage,  whether  this  is  a  le- 
gal contract,  he  said  it  as;  the  acceptance  of  a 
deec  containing  a  condition  is  just  as  binding  as  a 
contract  sigoed  by  both  parties.  If  the  city  took 
the  contract,  tbey  aie  bouod  by  it.  It  the  city  as- 
sume arid  pay  ttie  taxes,  they  can  hold  Mr.  Jef- 
fries, but  they  caooot  hold  bim  if  they  do  not  pay 
them.  If  the  city  had  not  taken  the  land,  but  on 
Oct.  1  bad  sent  Mi .  Jeffries  a  receipted  tax  bill, 
Mr.  Jeffiies  would  be  bound. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hatvis,  the  hearii  g  was 
closed,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Burrrge,  the 
subject  was  laid  upoa  the  table. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  reports  ami  orders 
fiom  the  Committee  on  Pavtag,  a9  follows: 

Report  i-nd  otder  to  grade  Terrace  street,  as 
recently  l^id  oat,  from  Tremoot  street  to  Heath 
street.  Estimated  cost  $7000.  Order  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Report  ard  order  to  grade  Sixth  street,  as  laid 
out  fiom  G  to  H  streets ;  estimated  cost  $4000.  Or- 
der r  ad  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  permission  be  granted  to 
the  Bo>vrd  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  set  telegraph 
posts  in  the  sidewalk  on  the  westerly  side  of  t  be 
avenue  leadiog  ro  the  Warien  Bridge  (so  called) 
on  the  southerly  si'>e  of  Water  street  ana  upon 
the  easteily  siue  of  Chelsea  snest  and  Ch°lsea 
Bridge,  and  Meridian-street  Bridge.  Older  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  paved  gut- 
ters and  "idewalks  on  Circuit  strwet,  between 
Washington  street  and  Walaut  avenue.  Orcer 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  oav  for  grade  damages, 
as  follons:  Daniel  Mahonev,  London  street, 
cornet  of  Porter;  B.  F.  Wheelwright,  $1200,115- 
117  Water  street.    Ordeis  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  foi  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  Samuel  Fulton,  21  and  27  Gleowood 
street;  J.  J.  Williams,  Sbawmut  avenue  near 
Cobb  ftteet. 

Report,  and  order  to  establish  tie  grade  of  Cul- 
vert street,  betwenn  Tremo-nt  and  Ruggles  street, 
as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile  d-»ted  Dec.  1,  1875, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City  Surveyor. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  park  or  green  in  the 


ceotre  of  what  was  foimerly  known  as  Washing- 
ton square  (Fort  Hill)  be  hereafter  called  and 
known  as ''Fort  Hill  square." 

Alderman  Prescott— I  lope  this  order  will  not 
pass  at  pteseut.  I  do  not  desire  to  oppose  it,  but 
it  has  been  represented  to  me  that  this  is  not  the 
wish  of  the  parties  owning  property  th're. 

Aldermr.n  Bunage — I  think  the  Alderman  is 
mistaken.  We  have  heard  no  •  bjection  raised; 
and  all  the  abutters  appear  to  favor  it. 

Aldeiman  Prescott— It  mav  be  another  order. 
I  shall  raise  no  objection. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  that  the  st  eet  formerly  known 
as  Washington  square  (Fort  Hill)  logether  wiih 
Wasniugton  avenue,  be  heieafter  called  and 
known  as  "High  street,"  and  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Stieets  be  directed  to  place  street 
signs  upon  and  number  said  stteet. 

Alderman  Barrage— This  anangeaiont  is  satis- 
factory to  all  tbe  pan ies.  That  Doition  of  High 
street  on  Fort  Hill  square  will  be  called  High 
street,  Fort  Hill  square,  which  w'll  designate  tbe 
numbers  of  tne  stores  on  the  street,  and  retain 
the  name  of  the  square.  The  oider  was  read  twice 
acd  passed. 

Re  i  ort  that  a  permit  be  gi  anted  ou  the  usual 
conditioas  to  John  McEleny  to  move  |a  wooden 
building  from  95  Hampshire  stieet  to  105  Hamp- 
shire street.    Accepted. 

Schedules  of  co-t  ot  furnishing  and  setting 
edgestones  and  laying  brick  sidewalks  io  fiontof 
estates  on  sundry  stieets.  with  orders  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  sane.  Oiders  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  that  petiiio  i  of  Benevolent  Fraternity 
of  Churches  for  a  culvert  in  passageway  rear  of 
Camden,  Norrhampton  aod  Tiemoit  streets  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health.  Accepted 
and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tbe  following  fiom 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Report  and  order  assessing  the  damage  to  the 
property  of  W.  R.  Clark  on  Atlantic  avenue  by 
the  location  and  construction  of  the  s.ation  of  the 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  at  $1.  Or- 
der read  t"  ice  aid  passed. 

Oroer  to  p  v  Richard  W.  Robinson  $4800  for 
land  tns*D  ard  all  damages,  incl u ding  graae  dam- 
ages, by  the  widening  of  Bowdotn  street.  Read 
twice  ann  passed. 

Oiders  to  pay  for  laod  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  tbe  widening  of  Baxter  streets — Hanm.h 
Reardon,  $58  80;  heirs  of  Charles  Wen  ers,  $58.80; 
'Lh?resa  Doyle,  $57;  Michael  J.  Kellea,  $58.80; 
Mvrgaret  J.  Kane,  $58.80.  Severally  read  twice 
and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  takeD  and  all  damages 
occasioned  by  tbe  wideuiog  of  Shawmut  averue — 
Loriug  G.  Parmelee,  $4097.50;  Edward  F.  Litch- 
field, $494.25.    Severally  read  t*ic°  ard  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tne  assessment  for  betterment  of 
$1000  upon  thi  estate  of  the  n«*irs  of  J.  Bowdoin 
Braille--,  at  the  corner  of  Franklin  and  Arch 
streets,  laid  tv  an  older  of  the  Board  of  Strt  et 
Commissioners,  ot  Jan.  30, 1875,  for  the  benefit  to 
said  estate  fiom  the  widening  aod  extension  of 
said  Arch  street  to  Milk  street,  under  a>  other  or- 
der of  said  Commissioners  of  March  17,  1873,  be, 
and. that  the  same  hereby  is,  ror  cause,  abated 
in  full. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  peiitioo  ot  John  Federhen,  to  be  paid 
for  Ian  J  taken  to  widen  Mason  street:  that  as  the 
land  for  which  tne  petitioner  asks  pay  has  not 
been  laid  out,  as  a  street,  this  petition,  for  what- 
ever action  may  be  expedient  in  the  matter,  be 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  Mary  L.  Fenno,  to  be  paid 
for  laod  taken  to  widen  Bowdom  street;  that  in 
their  opinion  a  sufficient  awa-d,  now  at  ner  dis- 
posal, has  be^n  maoetbe  petitioner  for  the  lano 
taken  from  her  estate,  and  tnat  she  have  leave  to 
withdrav  upon  that  portion  of  her  petition. 
Further,  that  u->on  the  question  of  grade  damages 
to  ber  estate,  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving.  Accepted  and  referred  ac- 
cordingly. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board 
on  petitions  a*  follows: 

Leave  to  witho  raw  as  per  request— W.  H.  H. 
Young,  tor  stables  on  First  street. 
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No  action  required— L.  A.  Lyon  et  al.,  tbat  the 
nuisance  caused  by  lactory  steam  wbisrlss  may 
be  abated. 

Leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables  on  the 
usual  conditions — A.  S.  Blood,  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
Ward  16;  Meriick  Mansfield,  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
Ward  16;  J.  W.  Cook,  1  Davenport  street,  for 
thirteen  hors-s  only;  AlonzoC.  H.  Laws,  53  Bower 
SLreet;  George  M.  Scbell,  156  Ward  strest,  oo  con- 
dition that  ne  construct  a  brick  o;:  stone  and 
cement  manure  pit  and  good  ventilation  roi  the 
same;  Stenben  Conr.ellv,  Champney  street,  pi  o- 
vided  he  construct  a  sewer,  also  a  brick  or  stone 
and  cemented  manure  pit  witb  sufficient  ventila- 
tion; August  Schmidt,  Elm  wood  street,  Ware  15, 
on  condition  that  tbe  stable  shall  be  built  of  biick, 
French  root  and  slated,  with  back  bricS:  wall  in 
rear. 

Severally  accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  that  th  followin;  claim  for  damages 
has  been  setrled  a:  follows:  Christian  Rothfochs, 
for  breaking  of  a  water  pipe  near  his  premises  at 
cornel  of  Snawmut  avenue  and  Milfora  street, 
$142.50.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  o'  D. 
D.  Skillings,  to  be  compensated  for  injury  to  his 
business  and  damage  lo  his  house  oy  the  con- 
struction of  a  sewer  in  front  of  Boylston  place. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  jn  petition  of  William  B.Chaplin  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  tbe  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Wil- 
liam B.  Chaplin,  in  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  received  by  bin?  on  account  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  Beacon  street,  Brighton,  the  sum  of 
$3500,  upon  his  givi' g  ro  the  city  a  release  and 
discharge  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor  from 
all  damages,  costs  and  expenses  -incurred  by  him 
in  consequence  ot  Ibe  defective  condition  of  said 
street;  said  sum  ro  be  charged  to  tbe  appropria- 
tion for  Incidentals. 

Alderman  Worrtrrngton  moved  that  the  order 
take  its  second  teadiug, 

Alderman  Harris— I  nope  some  explanation  will 
be  made  for  the  payment  of  so  l.irge  a  sum  of 
money,  and  what  tbe  defect  was. 

Aldejman  Wortbine-ion — Thr;  accident  hap- 
pened to  Mr.  Chap'in  while  going  from  Boston 
oui  oyer  Brighton  avenue,  as  it  is  called,  a  little 
street  running  from  the  three  corners  on  the  Mill- 
dam.  He  was  waiting  on  the  platk  sidewalk 
which  had  become  very  much  out  of  repair.  The 
tailing  oo  one  sice  had  fallen  so  as  to  form  a  trap 
that  any  one  walking  over  there  would  fall  into. 
It  °?as  between  eight  and  nit  e  o'clock 
at  night,  and  be  had  to  step  down  about 
eighteen  inches  from  tbe  plank  sidewalk 
to  the  earth,  and  in  so  doing  he  broke  tbe 
muscles  ot  bis  right  leg  above  and  below  the 
knee.  Immediately  upon  hearing  of  it  I  request- 
ed Dr.  Green,  the  City  Physician,  to  visit  Mr. 
Chaplin, and  be  reported  that  the  case  was  as 
bad  a  oi.e  as  v  e  have  had:  T>i.  Green  vi-ited  him 
twice  at  my  request,  ar.d  had  a  consultation  with 
two  physicians  who  attended  him.  The  claim  was 
brought  for  $5000  by  Hon.  D.  W.  Gooch.  The 
committee  had  the  case  before  them  two  or  three 
times,  and  it  was  finally  agreed  by  the  commits  e 
to  recommend  an  ordtr  for  $3500.  In  the  opinion 
of  tbe  City  Physician  ihis  is  a,  good  ^-ettleaent 
for  tbe  city,  as  tbe  breaking  o'  the  muscles 
has  almost  "entirely  deptived  Mi.  Chaplin  of  the 
use  ot  the  leg,  especially  for  his  business.  He  has 
a  stable  in  Brooklme,  and  drives  himself  a  good 
deal.  He  is  now  unable  to  rcise  uimselt  upou  his 
leg,  and  though  lie  can  stand  upon  it,  he  is  un- 
abie  t  >  get  upon  his  cairiage.  In  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Greeu,  he  will  never  recovei  so  as  to  be  able 
to  atteno  to  his  business  s  heietolore.  More 
than  that,  Dr.  Given  tbiuks  he  will  be  trouoied 
all  his  life  with  the  rheumatism  in  that  leg,  aud 
in  his  opinion  tbe  settlement  is  an  equitable  one 
for  the  city. 

Aktermau  Power— Has  the  City  Soiicitoi  in- 
structed the  committee  that  it  was  a  legal  claim? 

Alderman  Wortbington — Immediately  upon  tbe 
claim  being  presented  I  waited  upon  the  City  So- 
licitor and  be  told  me  ii  was  a  legal  claim.  When 
it  came  before  the  committee  we  called  the  As- 
sistant Solicitor,  Mr.  Stackpole,  who  heard  the 
testimony  through,  and  then,  some  of  the  lawyers 
on  the  committee  thinking  there  might  possibly 
be  a  question,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to 
wait  upon  Mr.  Healey  and  present  all  the  facts  as 


taken  by  the.  clerk,  and  he  decided  that  it  was  a 
legal  claim  and  that  the  city  could  not  escape  it. 

Alderman  Prescott — Was  this  caused  by  any 
neglect  on  tbe  part  of  the  agents  of  the  city?  and 
was  tbe  defect  noted  by  anv  officer  ot  the  police 
force? 

Alderman  Worthington — The  best  answer  I  can 
give  to  that  is  that  immediately  afterwards,  or 
within  a  fort  light,  it  was  repaired  through  its  en- 
tire length. 

Alderman  Prescott — That  haidlv  answers  iny 
inquiries.  My  question  is  whether  due  diliaeuce 
was  used  by  the  police  or  other  departments  to 
take  cognizance  or  such  a  defect, — whether  the 
defect  hac  been  reported  by  the  police  to  the 
Paving  Department. 

Alderman  Woithiugton— Perhaps  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  can  answer  tbat  bet- 
ter than  I  can.  Whe;her  ic  «  js  reported  befoie  I 
don't  tcno.v;  but  I  do  know  tbat  it  was  reoaired 
soon  after  that  accident.  Oo  maku  g  a  visit  to 
the  place  the  committee  foutd  that  the  railing 
beside  the  plank  walk  1-aned  several  inches  over 
from  the  walk.  Waen  Mr  Chaplin  came  along 
he  was  guiding  himself  by  this  railing,  suppositg 
that  it  stood  up  sti  aight,  ana  he  stepped  off.  If 
the  railing  bad  been  standing  up  straight,  the 
accident  woum  not  have  occurred:  but  it  was 
fifteei.-.  ox  tigntee  i  inches  from  ths  plank  walk, 
ano  be  stepped  off  into  the  hols. 

Alderman  Pover — In  answer  to  the  question  of 
the  Alderman  fiom  Ward  9, 1  would  sav  that  all  I 
know  is  thit  we  repaired  tQp  sidewalk  this  spring, 
but  I  cannot  say  whether  or  not  the  Superin- 
teudento'  Stteets  was  notified  by  the  police  be- 
fore ti>e  accident  occurred. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  do  not  desire  to  cast  any 
reflection  upon  the  Comnittee  on  Paving,  because 
I  suppose  the  condition  ot  tbe  sidewalk  should 
have  been  reported  ny  the  police.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  there  has  been  ce^let  by  the  police  in 
looking  after  this  sidewalk,  in  futuie  care  should 
be  taken  thit  tbe  city  shall  not  be  calUd  upon  to 
pay  such  costly  bills. 

Lhe  order  was  read  twice  ana  passed.  Sent 
down. 

PUBLIC  LAUDS. 

Alderrnm  O'Biien  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  lot  of  land  on  East  spring- 
field  street  as  shown  upon  a  plan  recorded  with 
plans  of  city  laud  sold,  book  9,  page  209, io  the  office 
of  Superintendent  of  Public  Lauds,  whicn  lor  of 
l;nd  was  bargained  io  Joseph  E.  Billings,  Aug.  1, 
1873,  be  and  fbe  same  i-  hereby  declared  forfeited 
to  the  city  of  Boston  for  ion-fulfilment  and 
breach  cf  the  conditions  of  sale,  vnd  th  r.  the  Su- 
peiintendeut  or  Public  Lands  be  and  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  take  possession  of  tne  aforesaid  lot  of 
land  in  behalf  of  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  city  of 
Boston. 

Ordered,  'hat  the  collector  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cancel  the  bond  numbered  2474, 
which  was  given  by  Josepb  Billings,  Aug.  1, 1873, 
for  a  lot  of  la  id  oh  Ea*t  Springfield  street. 

Severally  lead  twice  autf  passed.    Sent  down. 

Reoort  of  leave  to  witLoiawon  petition  of  John 
B.  Regan,  for  leave  to  suneuder  thiee  lots  of  land 
to  the  citv  and  for  the  transfer  of  the  bonds  given 
tor  the  same.    Accepted.     Sentuown. 

Report  on  petition  of  Boynton  Brother*,  recom- 
nietjaing  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  time  foi  buddiug  upon  two 
lots  of  land  on  Columbus  avenue  and  Northamp- 
ton street,  as  sold  by  tne  city  of  Boston  to  Boyn- 
ton Brothers  io  1870,  be  extended  for  one  year 
from  Jan.],  1876,  upon  conditioa  that  they  paj  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  the*  sum  of 
$150  withru  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  or 
der. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Buriage  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  relocating  the  tiacksof  the 
East- in.  Boston  &  Albany,  and  Bo-ton,  Revere 
Beach  &  Lvan  Railroad  corporations  in  Eist  Bos- 
ton, beg  leave  to  report  in  part,  tbat  bv  virtue  of 
sectioj  ore  or  chapter  214,  acts  of  the  year  1875, 
the  t tacks  of  th-  said  roads  may  be  re- 
located on  the  leqii'St  of  the  Mayor,  duly  au- 
thorized by  the  Board  of  Aldermeii  of  ihis  citv. 
Your  committee  would  therefore,  m  order  to  ad- 
vance the  matter  which  they  have  in  charge, 
respectfully  reoommeud  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing older: 

Oidered,  That  his  honor  the   Mavor  be  author- 
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ized  to  request  tbe  Eastern  Railroad  Compauy, 
the  boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
Boston,  Revere  Bepch  &  Lyim  Railio?d  Company, 
to  telocate  their  tracks,  situated  in  that  part  of 
Boston  known  as  East  Bo-ton,  accoi  ding  to  a  plan 
made  by  Joseph  P.  Davis,  dated  Sept.  28;  1874,  acd 
deposited  io  tbe  office  ot  the  City  Engineer,  and 
known  as  Plan  E,  31. 

alderman  Burrage—  Agreeably  to  cbe  require- 
ments of  tbe  first  part  of  die  oruei  the  committee 
sent  communications  t.i  the  Ea-t»rn,  Boston  & 
Albany,  and  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  com- 
panies, asking  tbeui  to  meet  tbe  coumiirt  e  by 
their  represencativi :«,  and  ftatt  the  terms  upon 
which  they  would  cooperate  with  the  city  or  Bos- 
ton iu  relocating  the  tracks  of  tlteir  respective 
loads  iu  East  Boston,  ucder  the  provisions  of 
chapter  214  of  tha  act-  of  1875.  At  the  conference 
it  appealed  that  neither  of  the  corporations  was 
disposed  CO  make  a,ny  proposition ;  but,  by  their 
represeit  iti'es,  expressed  the  opinion  that,  since 
they  ar\-  satisfied  with  tbe  present  locations,  it  de- 
volves upon  the  city  to  take  the  initiative  if  tue 
change  is  iequired  on  public  grounds.  It  being 
nppare  t  that  tnere  i  ■  little  if  any  pi ob ability  that 
voluntary  iction  will  be  taken  bv  the  eorpora- 
tiors,  the  committee  were  btougbt  to  consider  the 
second  part  or  the  order,  viz.,  whit  further  action 
is  necessaty?  The  first  and  secoud  section-  of 
cha  uter  214  read  as  follnw: : 

"Section  t.  The  Eastern  R  tilro  d  Company,  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Rail  load  Companv  and  rhs  Bos- 
ton, Re\eie  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Coumanv  are 
bert by  authorised,  on  the  request  in  writing  ot 
the  Mayo',  duly  authorize.*  by  the  Hoard  ot  Al- 
derman, of  the  city  ot  Boston,  to  discontinue  and 
remove,  in  whole  or  iu  part,  such  portion  of  tbe 
location  and  tracks  of  said  corpoiations  as  are 
situated  in  "that  part  of  Bostou  kuown  as  East 
Bo%t"n,  and  to  relocate  tbe  same  upo  i  a  Dew 
line,  to  the  ea"t  of  'he  present  or.e,  i,  su  h man- 
ner as  may  be  agreed  upou  between  said  coipoia- 
tions  and  the  *aid  Major  and  Aldermen;  ana  tor 
this  purpose  they  may  purchase  o.  take  lai  d  ana 
other  property  10  the  method  provided  for  in 
chaoter  three  hundied  and  seventy-two  of  tbe 
acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
four;  and  the  said  relocate n  road  may  be  con- 
structed over  and  across  tide  waters  lyi:  e  to  the 
eastward  of  said  East  Boston,  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  approved  by  tbe  Board  of  Harbor  Com- 
missioners. 

I  "Sect.  2.  Should  tue  Eastern  Railroad  Company, 
the  Boston  &  Albauy  Railroad  Company,  and  tne 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroau  Company, 
discontinue  and  reloc  ta  their  t-acks  o;  the  le- 
quest  and  in  the  manner  specifier  in  th-  preced- 
ing section,  ti  e  cost  cr  so  noma'  shall  be  appoi- 
ti.>n  id  i  mong  t'l  said  Eastern  Railroad  Company , 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  t.be 
Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  Company 
and  the  city  of  Boston,  by  a  commission  which, 
up  jn  the  petition,  of  said  corpoiations,  or  either 
of  them,  snail  be  appointed,  and  shall  proceed  ia 
the  mannet  aoo  with  the  powers  sec  foithin  sec- 
tions mnety  eight  a  d  oioety-nroe  ot  chapter 
three  hu  a  tired  and  seventy-two  ot  the  aces  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  sevtnty-four.'' 

Before  further  :i'.ecs  ca^i  be  taken  this  request 
must  be  made  to  seewhvt  action  the  corpora- 
tions will  take,  .f  they  qo  not  heed  the  request, 
then  it  is  for  tue  City  Council  to  say  whether  we 
shall  petition  tie  Legislature  for  an  amendment 
to  the  act.  1  would  remark  fuicher  that,  tbe  con.- 
mi'.tee  are  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
having  tne  tracks  relocated  as  pro-ocsed.  They 
are  i.  scanoing  menace  to  life  and  limb.  While 
ih 3  conference  between  the  committee  and  the 
representatives  of  the  corporations  was  being 
held  a  ma  a  was  run  over  aoo  killed  on  the  crooks 
of  tbe  Eastern  Railroad,  near  Webstet  street. 
Thete  can  bt  no  question  ihat  it  j  as  become 
necessary  for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  the 
in>  abitacts  of  Boston  that  the  change  should  be 
made.  The  committee  fheie.oie  deem  it  expedi- 
ent to  authorize  the  Mayor  co  request  tl  e  corpor- 
ations referred  to  to  ivlocate  their  tracks,  as  pro- 
vitied  in  chapter  214  of    he  acts  of  1875. 

Alderman  Worthn  gton — What  is  co  be  the 
probable  expense  of  this  to  the  citv,  if  icis  carried 
out?  I  suppose  it  is  ■  ell  known  to  eveiy  menaoer 
of  th'S  Board  that  the  Eastern  Railroad  cannot 
pay  a  dollar  towards  tbe  expeore.  I  ttink  we 
ought  to  know  what  it  will  cost  before  we  commit 
the  city  to  jo  large  an  txoeusa. 

Alderman  Burrage— The  Aldsrman  from  Ward 
8  is  moie  conversant  wT.to  the  matter  than  I  am, 
he  having  been  over  the  wnole  matter  last  yeai 


and  pressed  tbe  matter  before  the  Legislature. 
But  from  Che  facts  given  to  the  committee  th2 
cos.  was  estimated  at.  something  like  $500,000, 1 
tbi-k.  It  ctitainlv  would  be  a  great  improvement 
to  East  Boston,  to  say  nothing  of  .he  safety  to  life 
and  limb.  The  change  will  nave  lobe  made  some- 
time certainly,  ox  the  tracks  will  have  to  be 
bridged.  The  tracks  now  ion  through  from  one 
sine  of  the  island  to  the  other;  children  have  co 
cross  them  to  go  to  schoul;  people  going  to  and 
from  the  Europ  an  steamships  have  to  cross 
I  hem.  aLd  it  is  a  very  Dangerous  place.  The 
trams  ol  thk.  Eastern  roao  make  up  ov  the  seven 
or  eight  tra.  ks belonging  to  that  corporation.  The 
matter  wis  placed  befoie  tbe  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners lasc  vear;  there  was  a  hearing  before 
the  Raitway  Committee  and  a  lona  discussion  in 
both  oranches  of  the  Legislatme. 

AHeimau  Stebbius— An  MStimata  was  made  last 
ye ix  bv  tne  engineer  employed  to  make  the  sur- 
vey tor  the  proposed  relocation  of  these  tracks. 
The  result  of  this  was  that  the  estimated  expeuse 
woula  be  $1,689,780,  to  offset  which  is  the  proper- 
ty to  be  abaudor.ed  by  the  Ea  tern  Railroad, 
which,  ot  course,  would  be  sold.  Th  s  property  is 
valued  at  $1,270,000,  which  would  leave  $413,780  as 
thb  cost  ol  the  improvement.  The  est  'mate  of 
the  cost  of  cbe  la  id  is  ba-ed  on  prices  mentioned 
in  the  several  bonds  take,  by  the  city .  Mr.  Davis, 
the  City  Engineer,  revised  the  estimates,  a  rj II 
think  thev  are  generally  co.  iect  in  the  main. 

Alderman  Burrage — Th;-  passage  ot  this  order 
doesn't  necessitate  a  petition  to  the  Legislature. 
That  is  an  after  qur-s  ion.  This  is  onlv  to  request 
ihe  corporations  to  take  action  under  tbe  lavy, 
which  they  probably  wont  do 

Tbe  order  was  re^d  twice  and  passed,  bene 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  from  tbs 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Intelligence  Offices  Licensed — Timothy  Kelly  & 
Co.,  28  Sut'bury  stieet  (transfer  from  J.  s  Star- 
rett);Maiy  A.  Hawkins,  96  West  Cedar  stieet; 
George  Brown,  7  Buckingham  place. 

Billiard  License  Ci-nted — Louis  Somm-rs,  1038 
Tremont  street. 

Amusement  Licenses  Gra'  ted—  Kilbourn  & 
Nooa.  to  exhibit  p?rorama  in  this  city;  Benjamin 
Noves,  to  op  n  seating  park  on  Back  Bay. 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted— John  S.  Davis,  150 
Meridian  street;  George  B.  Stanwood,  115  Main 
street,  Charlestons. 

Severally  accepted. 

TRANSFERS   IN  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  tne  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  in  the  aporo- 
p nation  lor  Lamps — 

From  tbe  item  for  "Gas"  to  the  item  tor  "Cast- 
ings," $10,000;  from  the  item  foi  "Gas"  to 
"Wrought  irou  work,'  $2000;  fiom  the  ltroa  fur 
"Gas"  to  "Gas  lanterns,"  $2000;  from  the  item  for 
"Lighting  and  care  of  gas  lamps"  to  "Gas  lan- 
terns," $4000;  from  the  item  foi  "Fluid  lanterns" 
to  "Committee's  expenses,"  $100. 

Aloerman  Stebbins— In  regaro  10  the  last  item 
I  w  i  h  to  sti  te  that  the.re  was  no  appropriation  at 
the  commencement  of  the  yeai  for  committee's 
expenses.  I  am  h&opy  to  =ay  that  so  far  the  com- 
mittee's expeuses  do  not  exceed  $25,  against  some 
$800  fot  last  year. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11, 
nays  0.    Sent  a  own. 

Alaerman  Stebbins  offeree  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  in  the  appro- 
priation for  East  Boston  Ferries  from  the  item 
for  "water,  gat  ana  chandlery"  to  the  item  for 
"carpenter's  and  jolt  er's  work  on  boats"  $2000. 

Read  twice -nd  passed — veas  11,  nays  0.  Sant 
down. 

WARDROOM  IN  WARD  13. 

Alderman  Pre°cott  submitted  a  report  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  grant  tbe  petition  ot  c.  D.  Parker 
ano  others  that  tbe  waidroom  of  Wrd  13  be  re- 
moved to  tbe  corner  ot  B  stieet  and  Broad* ay, 
rrom  the  tact  tnat  the  city  is  hoiden  for  a  term  of 
years  for  rooms  recently  hired  bv  order  of  cbe 
Citv  Cornell  in  building  numbered  339  Bio?dway, 
and  established  as  a  voting  place  for  Ward  13  by 
direction  of  the  City  Council.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

ORCHARD  PARK. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  lepnrt  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following  in  or- 
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der  to  meet  tlie  expetise  of  giadfcg  and  improv- 
ing Ore  bard  Park: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  au- 
thorized to  transfer  the  sum  of  $450  from  the  item 
for  "laying  out  una  grading  Maiison  square"  jn 
the  appropriation  for  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  ro  the  iie'u  for  "grading  and  improving 
Orchard  Park," 

Kead  twice  and  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  AT  JAMAICA  POND. 

Alderman  Quiacv  offered  the  following: 
Ordeied,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Common 
and  Public  Grouuds  be  instructed  to  procure 
forthwith,  aud  cause  to  be  kept  at  Dot  less  than 
three  places  on  the  shore  of  Jamaica  Pond,  lad- 
ders and  i opes,  for  use  as  life-saving  apparatus, 
posting  at  each  place  conspicuous  rorice  thereof; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals. 

Alderman  Quincy — I  shall  ak  that  this  order 
take  its  second  reading  at  present.  Jamaica  Pond 
is  now  wirhin  the  limits  of  the  city,  and  a  part  of 
it*  banks  aie  m  the  carej  of  the  Committee  oi 
Common  ai-d  Public  Grounds.  It  is  deep  at.d 
dangerous  water.  I  was  recently  skating  there 
and  asked  a  policeman  if  there  was  anything  to 
save  life  in  case  of  accident,  and  be  infoimed  me 
that  a  ladder  and  ropes  were  at  hard.  Two  days 
afterward  a  young  lady,  a  daughter  of  one  of 
our  cistinguibed  citizens,  broke  through 
the  ice  and  was  rftscuea  by  young  men, 
who  formed  a  line  from  the  shore  bv  takmg  bold 
of  each  other's  hands.  As  the  city  is  in  some 
degiee  responsibU  for  the  safety  of  persons  upon 
the  poud,  I  think  adequate  means  of  protection 
should  be  provided. 


Alderman  Harris— Has  the  city  any  control  over 
the  water? 

Alderman  Quincy — What  our  rights  o?er  fhe 
water  are  I  don't  know;  but  the  pond  U  within 
the  city  limits,  and  when  it  is  lesort^d  to  for  pur- 
poses of  innoceot  recreation  it  is  our  duty  to  see 
that  it  is  as  safe  as  we  can  make  it. 

AlCermau  Burrage — It  is  a  large  pond,  and  pub- 
lic property. 

Alderman  JHarris — 1  think  we  ought  to  hesitate 
somewhat  about  the  passage  of  this  order,  for  the 
reason  tb;.t  there  are  other  ponds  ir.  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  if  w»  make  express  provision  for  one 
and  disregard  others,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
city  might  be  committed  in  some  way.  We  all 
know  there  arr  other  poiics,  especially  in  Dor- 
chester, -where  theie  is  nore  or  less  skating.  I  am 
fearful  that  if  we  make  rhis  provision  the  city 
may  tiie  a  wioog  step. 

Alderman  Bisrelow — This  matter  is  too  insignifi- 
cant to  maki  much  aigument  about.  The  whole 
expense  of  these  1adders  will  nor  be  more  than 
$25,  and  if  any  other  ponds  require  the  same  pro- 
tection I  should  be  in  favor  of  it.  The  police 
came  to  me  after  this  accide>  c  occurred,  and  I 
supposed  an  application  would  be  mad?  to  the 
Committee  on  Police.  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
passing  the  order  at  ouce. 

The  order  fsa  read  twice  and  passsed.  Sent 
down. 

THE   ELECTrON  RETURNS. 

Oc  motion  of  A'derman  Stebbins,  the  Board 
votsd  co  adjourn  to  Friday  at  ore  o'clock  P.M.  to  re- 
ceive tbe  election  returns,  aDd  Alderman  Stebbins, 
O'Biien  ad  Harris  were  appointed  a  committee 
od  tbe  subject. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Power,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    16,    1875. 


Regulai  meeting  at  7y2  P.  M.,  Halsey  J.  Board- 
man,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Petitions,  communications  from  CheUea,  Som- 
erville  ana  Everttt  Water  boards,  and  permit 
from  Chelsea,  to  place  telegraph  poles  id  certain 
streets.    Severally  referred. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  oa  petitions — 

1.  Joho  B.  Regan,  foi  leave  to  surrender  cer- 
tain lots  of  land  on  Paul,  Middlesex  ana  Porter 
streets. 

2.  D.  D.  Skillings,  to  be  paid  for  injury  to  his 
business  by  construction  of  a  sewer. 

Severally  accepted . 

Report  tha":  C.  Rothfuchs  has  settled  his  claim 
against  the  city  for  $142.50.    Accepted. 

Report  of  inexpedient,  on  petition  of  C.  D. Par- 
ker et  al.,  for  removal  of  Waidioom  13  to  corner 
of  B  street  ana  Broad  »  ay.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  extension  of  time,  for  one 
year  from  Jan.  1, 1875,  for  building  on  two  lots  of 
landoo  Columbus  avenue  and  Northampton  street, 
on  terms,  etc.,  contained  in  said  order.  Order 
read  twicri  aod  passed. 

Orders  to  declaie  forfeited  to  tne  city  a  certain 
lot  of  land  on  East  Springfield  street  held  by 
Joseph  E.  Billing-,  foi  breach  of  conditions  of 
sale;  and  ioj  the  Collector  to  cancel  the  bond  of 
said  Billions.    Read  twice  acd  passed. 

Oroerto  place,  at  not  les=  tbao  three  places  on 
shore  of  Jamaica  Pond,  laaders  am  ropes  for 
life-saving  apaaiatus,  and  to  post  at  each  place 
notice  thereof.  Rsad  twice  u<  der  a  su->pensiin 
of  the  rule,  on  motlo_  of  Mr.  Monison  of  Ward  9 
and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  13500  to  Wiliam  B. 
Chaplin,  for  personal  injuries  from  a  defect  in 
Beacon  street,  Brighton. 

Mr.  Thacber  of  Ward  15— It  is  some  little  time 
since  this  matter  came  before  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  as  Mr.  Chaplin  is  very  auxious  to  get 
the  money,  I  move  that  the  tule  b3  suspended, 
that  the  order  may  take  its  second  reading. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  read  a 
second  time  and  passed. 

Order  for  a  trf' sfer  of  $454  fxom  "lading  out 
and  grading  Madison  square"  to  "grading  did  im- 
pioving  Orchard  park";  ordei  for  tiansfers  in 
Lamp  appropriation  from  "gas"  to  "castings," 
$10,000;  to  w; ought  iron  woik,  $2000;  to  gas  Uu- 
tem,  $2000;  from  "lighting  and  care  of  gas  lamps" 
to  "gas  lanterns,"  $4000;  iron  "fluid  lanterns"  to 
"committee's  exp.  uses,''  $100;  order  for  ?,  trans- 
fer in  Feny  appropriation  of  $2000  fiom  "water, 
g»s  and  chandlery"  to  "carpenter's  aud  joiner's 
work  on  boats."  Severally  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

free  soup. 

The  order  concerning  the  supply  of  soup  to  the 
poor  came  down  amended  so  as  to  have  the  same 
provided  by  the  Committee  on  Police  of  rhe  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5 — 1  do  not  use  to  oppose 
the  amendments  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, b  ,t  if  I  weie  in  the  habit  of  criticising  the 
doings  of  that.  Board— which  I  cannot  do  with 
propriety  her.,  under  parliamentary  i^age  and 
practice— I  should  say  it  was  a  very  small  matter 
to  co.  I  had  the  honoi  to  write  and  offer 
that  order,  and  introduce  it  in  the  Council, 
and  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  passed  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  with  one  exception  —  one 
solitary  no.  Now,  sir,  standing  here  m 
the  integrity  of  my  position,  1  say  it  is 
a  mighty  small  business  for  any  coordinate 
braacti  of  the  City  Government  to  offer  suco  an 
amendment.  I  offerer!  the  oroer  in  good  faith;  it 
passed  the  body  in  irood  faith,  and  I  say  (hat,  with 
the  hungry  poor  demanding  of  the  people  the 
rights  which  ihe  law  gives  them,  it  is  a  almighty 
small  business  for  the  coordinate  branch  of  *his 
Government  to  offer  an  amendinei  t  prohibiting 
the  gentlemen  coustitunng  the  Committee  on 
Police  of  tbis  bianch  of  the  Government, 
and  depriving  ttieni  of  the  right  to  say 
who  in  their  wards  shall  have  the  soup, 
and    who  are  the  proper  persous    to   whom   the 


soup  shall  be  delivered.  Nevertheless,  sir,  the 
poor  are  hungiy.  The  poor  were  never  so 
poor  within  my  recollection  as  they  are  today,  were 
never  so  needy,  neve)  sohuugry,  nevei  so  much  in 
want  of  this  poor  boon,  this  poor  bounty,  which 
the  city  by  law  has  the  right  to  give  them ;  and  m 
or..er  that  they  shall  not  bo  delayed  one  hour,  nor 
one  day,  nor  one  week,  noi  even  one  single  moment 
fuorn  receiving  tois  bounty,  I  shall  propose  that 
this  branch  concur  witn  the  honoiable  Board  of 
Aldermen.  However  small,  however  mean  I  may, 
in  my  own  judgment,  consider  it,  I  hope  this 
boaro  will  unanimcusly  concur,  so  that  the  poor 
shall  be  hungry  no  longer.  I  therefore  move  that 
this  body  concur  m  that  amendment,  for  the  pur- 
pose anu  for  the  reasons  which  I  have  stated. 
The  Council  concurred  in  the  amendments. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a    transfer  fiom    "salary    of   patrol- 
men," in  Poiice  appropriation  of  $500  to  "feeding 
prisoners,"  and  $300  to  "horse  and  carriage  hire. 
Passea  in  concurrence — yeas  54,  nays  0. 

Order  for  a  contract  for  water  pipes  ana  appur- 
tenances for  ordinary  work  during  the  next  finan- 
cial year,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $50,000.  Passed — 
yeas  54,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $2500  from  "main  pipes 
in  Boston  proper,  South  and  East  Boston,  Roxbu- 
ry  and  Dorchester,"  to  the  appiopriation  for 
Chestnut  Hill  Drive  *ay.  Passed— yeas  54,  nays  0. 
Sent  up. 

Order  to  tiaisfer  trom  item  for  "painting  and 
glazing,"  to  tae  appropriation  fo/  Public  Build- 
ings, $2000,  to  item  lor  "new  beating  apparatus 
and  repairs  of  old."  Passea,  in  concurrence — yeas 
54,  uay*  0. 

Repoit  aud  order  to  trarsfer  from  V?  iter 
Works  $50,000,  to  bs  added  to  appiopriatiots  for 
Paving,  etc.  Passed,  in  concurrence — yeas  54, 
nays  0. 

Repoit  and  order  to  transfer  within  the  appro- 
priation for  Board  of  Health — from  Burial  Grounds 
to  Evergreen  Cemetery,  $1000;  from  New  Urinals 
to  Public  Urinals,  $1000;  from  Abatement  of  Nui- 
sances to  Printing,  $1000.  ParseJ.  iu  concurrence 
—yeas  54,  nays  0. 

Order  to  appropriate  tor  exceeding  $417.35  for 
concreting  walks  on  Independence  squar°,  to  be 
tiansfer  ed  from  "Superintendence  aid  Labor  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds."  Passed— yeas  54, 
navs  0.    Seotup. 

Order  to  tiansfer  $8570  from  Reserved  Fund  to 
"Soffolk-street  District."  Passed,  in  concurrence 
—yeas  54,  nays  0. 

Orcer  for  payment  of  expenses  incurred  by 
Committee  on  the  Funeral  Ceremonies  of  the  late 
Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  Vice  President  "f  the  United 
States,  from  Incidental  Expenses. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9 — I  don't  know  but  it  is 
the  usual  ■  ourse  to  pass  such  an  order  without 
any  statement  of  the  amount,  but  I  believe  uo 
such  statement  has  been  made,  and  I  should  bke  to 
know  what  the  amount  is. 

The  President — There  seems  to  be  no  statement 
in  Uie  order  as  to  the  amount  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— The  order  appointing  the 
joint  rpecial  committee  to  attend  the  funeral 
gave  them  uo  authority  to  spend  any  money.  I 
think  the  bids  are  only  for  carriages  and  rloweis, 
but  I  don't,  kiow  the  amount  or  whether  they  are 
all  in. 

Mr,  Jaques— It  it  be  in  order  tnea.  I  think  the 
oider  should  lie  over  till  we  can  learn  rhe  amount. 
I  don't  wi-b  to  be  particular  about  the  matter, 
but  it  seems  to  be  rather  an  uuusual  course  to 
pass  an  order  appiopristing  money  without  know- 
ing whetuer  the  amount  is  large  or  small. 

Mr.  Flyun — The  expenses  incurred  were  mainly 
for  decoiating  Fautuil  Hall  and  tor  carriages.  I 
don't  think  the  amount  will  be  over  $700.  but  the 
bills  are  not  all  io.  In  ore' er  to  fix  the  matter  up 
ihisyearit  was  thought  best  to  have  tbis  oroer 
passed. 

Mr.  Sweetser  of  Ward  10— I  presume  the  com- 
mittee might  be  able  to  report  in  another  *eek 
what  the  expenses  weie,  and  it  seems  to  he  a  bad 
plan  to  pass  such  an  order  without  knowing  <he 
amount.  If  we  do  it  in  one  case  we  shall  have  to 
do  it  in  another,  and  I  tniuk  the  Council  should 
know  what  they  are  voting  for.  I  move  that  the 
order  lie  upon  the*  table. 
The  motion  pi  evaded. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceeding  $1000  to  be  ex- 
pended tor  watering  the  stieets  around  the  pub- 
lic grounds  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  appro- 
priated; to  he  charged  to  "Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 
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Mr,  Sampson  of  Waid  10— I  should  like  to  know 
what  that  order  means. 

Mr.  Curbing  of  Ward  4— It  is  to  pay  bills  now 
du<-  for  watering  the  streeis  about  the  Common 
and  public  grounds.  The  work  was  ordered  by 
the  cocumittee,  and  the  bills,  having  come  in, 
should  be  p<tid,  I  suppose. 

Mr  Samp-on— Was  the  work  done  by  contract 
or  by  hiring  people  to  do  it? 

Mr.  Cushing— fhis  is  no  new  appropriatioo.  At 
the  first  of  the  year  $2500  were  appropriated  for 
th»t  purpose,  and  unoer  that  order  the  work  was 
contracted  to  be  doue.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman  on  the  part  of  tnis  branch  the  order  was 
passed  to  me  to  oner  to  the  Council.  We  have  to 
get  autaority  io  pay  the  bills.  This  thousai.nl  dol- 
lars will  nol  all  be  spent  for  that  purpose  aud  none 
of  the  money  will  b<j  spent  for  any  other  purpose. 

lUr.  Sampson— I  piesume  his  not  intended  to 
water  the  streeis  this  wirter. 

Mr.  Curhing— No;  it  is  for  woik  already  done, 
and  the  bids  have  got  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—1  was  temporarily  absent 
fiom  tbe  meeting  of  the  committee  when  this 
matter  was  passed  upon.  The  geutleman  from 
Ward  4  has  well  stated  the  matter.  It  is  no  Dew 
appropriation  of  moiev.  At  tht.  commencement 
of  the  ye»r  $2500  were  appropriated  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  this  is  simply  an  order  autborizii  g  tbe 
committee  to  spend  so  much  of  rbat  money.  It 
comes  in  as  all  such  matters  no.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  will  understand  that  it  is  apait  of 
the  money  originally  appropriated,  and  which,  ac- 
cording to  custom  aud  practice,  hat*  to  be  passed 
upon  bv  the  Council  befor.-  the  bills  can  be  paid. 

Mr.  Sampson— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
wording  ot  tae  order  as  printed  on  the  pro- 
graming—"In  addition  to  the  sum  already  appro- 
priated." 

Mr.  Shaw- That  may  be  true.  The  sum  beieto- 
tore  appropriated  was  a  part  ot  the  $2500,  and 
this  is  enotuer  pait  of  it. 

The  order  was  oassed— yeas  54,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

Mi.  Osborne  of  Wait  8  moved  to  reconsider  vote 
for  appointment  of  a  joint  special  committee  to 
nominate  Superintendent  of  Congress-street 
Bridge. 

Mr.  Osborne— My  reason  for  making  the  motion 
is,  that  early  in  the  year  a  joint  committee  was 
appointed  to  nominate  superintendents  of  tbe  va- 
rious brioges,  and  itjseera^d  to  me  that  this  nomi- 
nation would  more  properly  cone  before  tbe.u. 

Mr.  Tbacht-r  of  Ward  15— Before  introducing 
that  order  I  looked  into  the  matte,  to  see  whether 
Ishou'd  int-r'ere  with  the  business  of  auv  other 
committee.  The  committee  appointed  in  th~  early 
paitof  the  year  to  nominate  superintendents  of 
bridges  made  their  report  aud  were  discbarg«d; 
the  ordinance  establishing  :he  office  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Congress-street  Bridge  wa",  not  in 
existence  aIi.h  that  committee  reported,  and  ihe 
datv  of  nominating  a  superintendent  would  there- 
foie  properiy  belong  to  a  new  committee.  In 
making  an  examination  of  this  matter,  I  touod 
that  Congress-? rreet  Bridge  would  not  be  opened 
-o  the  public  until  sometime  in  the  spin  g,  and  I 
therefore  hone  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  will 
prevail,  and  that  the  order  will  b*  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  on  motiov  of 
Mr.  Tbaeber  the  order  wa-  indefinitely  postponed. 

PETITION  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— Petition  of  Solo- 
mon Hovev  et  al..  receivers  of  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  to  be  paid  the  v-remium  due  on 
policy  taken  by  tue  city  of  Charle«town.  Referred 
to  Jo'int  Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

RULES  AND   ORDERS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Sprague  of  Ward  4  submitted  the  following: 

In  Common  Council,  Dec.  16. 1875. 
The  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  w  bo  were  i-.structed  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  any  changes  in  ihe  preseatiuies 
and  orders  are  desnable  or  expedieuc,  Dig  leave 
to  report,  that  they  nave  carefully  considered  the 
sobject,  and  would  respectfullv  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  orders : 
For  the  Committee, 

Edwin  Sibley,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That   the   Rules   and    Orders  of    the 
Common  Council  be  amended  as  follows,  viz.: 
Insert  after  section  25  the  follow:ng  sactioo : 
"Section  26.    No  person,  except  a  member  of 
the  Council,  shall  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  seat 
of  any  member  while  ihe  Council  is  in  session." 


Amend  section  31  by  adding  at  ihe  end  thereof 
the  «ords,  "without  the  connect  of  all  the  mem- 
bers thereof." 

Amend  section  39  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof 
the  words,  "Matters  ot  the  second  ano  third  class, 
not  giving  rise  to  a  ruotion  or  oebate,  shall  tirsl  be 
dispos.o  of  .n  the  order  in  which  thsy  stand; 
after  which  the  matters  thai  weie  passed  over 
shall  be  considered  in  like  ordei  and  disposed  of." 

Insert  after  section  47  the  following  section: 

"Section  48.  When  a  matter  has  oseo  specially 
assigned  to  be  taken  up  at  a  fixed  hour,  or  at  a 
certain  stage  of  proceedings,  sueh  matter  shall, 
at  the  time  appointed,  or  at  anv  time  subsequent 
thereto,  during  the  same,  or  succeeding  meetings, 
he  in  order  upon  the  call  ol  any  member  and  take 
piecedence  of  any  otner  business." 

Amend  section  63  by  striking  out  the  words  "in 
the  majority,"  in  tie  second  line  ot  the  pocket 
edition  ot  said  Rules  and  Ordeis,  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  words  "with  the  prevailing 
party" ;  «lso,  by  addingatrer  the  word  "meeting," 
in  the  sixth  line,  the  words  "at  which  such  mo- 
tion shall  t:e  in  oioer,  in  the  regular  course  of 
busi   ess." 

Insert  after  section  65  rhr.  following  section : 

"Section  66.  For  the  purposes  of  .dectio-j,  those 
membeis  sitting  at  the  right  and  left  ot  the  Pres- 
dent's  desk  shall  constitu:e  the  first  division,  and 
of  the  remainder,  those  sitting  at  the  [President'sj 
right  of  the  middle  aisle,  -hall  consiitute  the 
second  division,  and  those  atthe  left  of  stia  aisle, 
the  third  division.  In  appointing  committees  to 
collect, sore  and  coui.t  votes,  the  President  shall 
select  one  memoei  from  each  division,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  ea3h  member  of  the  commit- 
tee to  collect  the  ballots  of  his  own  division." 

Alter  the  numbeiiug  of  tne  sections  in  the 
present  Rules  aDd  Oroers  to  conform  to  the  fore- 
gomg  amendments. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Waid6 — [The  report  and  order 
not  having  been  read.]  It  seems  to  ms  the  report 
and  order  should  be  printed,  so  that  we  can  com- 
pare the  rules  and  the  amendments  at  leisure, 
and  I  move  that  th»y  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed. 

Mi.  Spivgue— The  committee  supposed  that  it 
would  oe  desirable  to  print  them  and  consider 
them  next  Thursday  evening;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  not  desir?,ole  to  lay  them  on  the  table, 
because  if  they  are  to  he  adopted  it  is  desirable 
that  it  should  be  done  then.  I  therefore  think  it 
v  oukl  be  preferable  io  have  tbe  order  specially 
assigned  to  next  Tnursday  evening. 

Mr.  Kimball — I  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  and  move  that  the  report  be  printed  and 
specially  assigned  for  next  Thursday  evening  at 
8%  o'clock. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— it  appears  to  me  that  it 
is  highly  improper  for  us  in  almost  ihe  dying 
hours  of  this  bodv  to  adopt  any  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  ot  the  next  Council. 
This  Council  will  adjourn  within  thiee  weeks,  and 
at  the  meetirg  of  the  next  Council  tbey  can  have 
a  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  aiipointed,  and 
then  will  be  the  proper  time  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter. I  move  that  tbe  report  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  4— I  beg  leav;  to  differ 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7.  HUving  come 
here  this  year  as  a  ne*  member,  it  is  my  experi- 
ence that,  a  new  Council  does  of  necessity  adopt 
the  rules  of  the  preceding  Council;  and,  there- 
fore, if  th^re  be  any  time  in  the  year  when 
the  wisdom  of  the  entire  Council  Can  be  given  to 
the  subject  of  rules,  it  is  at  .he  closa  of  the  year. 
These  rules— I  speak  from  the  fact  of  haviighad 
an  op nortunity  to  examine  the  proposed  amend- 
ments—seem  to  foe  amended  in  a  very  judicious 
manner,  and  I  have  no  doubt  tbey  will  commend 
them-elves  to  the  entire  Council  when  read  in 
print.  Inasmuch  as  our  successors  will  undoubt- 
edly adopt  the  rules  of  this  Council,  I  tbiuk  no 
better  time  can  be  found  than  oui  meeting  for 
making  tile  changes  required.  I  hope  tbe  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  fromWaid  6  will  be  adopt- 
ed, and  theamendments  printed, so  that  the  Coun- 
cil can  understand  toem,  aud  that  we  shall  con- 
sider uhem  at  out  nexi,  meeting. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— 1  agrse  entirely  with  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  7.  As 
be  says,  the  dying  moments  of  this  Council  are  at 
band.  It  is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  par- 
liamentary bodies— certainty  in  this  State— for  one 
branch  of  this  or  any  other  Government  in  its  dy- 
ing moments,  to  make  roles  and  oideis  tor  the  in- 
coming Government.  Less  than  naif  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Council  are  reelected    and   it 
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would  be  p'eposterous  for  us  to  make  rules  ior 
tbe  body  cotniDg  in.  Whatever  may  have  been 
suggested,  or  whatever  may  have  been  reported, 
can  be  adopted  by  the  incoming  Council,  and  I 
should  oppose  anv  prooositioo  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Council  in  considering  amendments  to  the 
rules  of  the  incoming  Council.  It  is  simply  ridicu- 
lous, io  my  opinion.  If  th  re  is  any  particular  point 
which  tbe  gentlemen  from  Warts  4  and  6  destie 
to  bring  in  here  to  govern  our  aition,it  should 
have  been  done  months  ago;  but  it  is  too  late  in 
the  cay  to  make  ru'es  now.  wv  have  but  two 
more  meetings,  ana  I  think  the  matter  should  lie 
over  entirely.  Toe  incoming  Council  can  make 
its  own  rules,  ami  we  should  not  Lssume  to  oictats 
to  them,  I  hope  the  whole  matter  will  be  thrown 
to  tae  winds. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald— If  »e  adopt  the  amendment  io 
the  rules,  l  con't  think  it  will  be  in  any  spirit  of 
dictacion  to  the  next  Council.  I  can  well  see  that 
a  body  which  assembles  on  tbe  first  of  January 
cannot  see  things  that  we  cau  after  an  experience 
of  elevei'  months.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
we  appointed  a  committee  on  rules  and  orders, 
and  I  think  today  we  see  many  things  in  those 
rules  that  we  would  lot  again  ulace  io  them  at 
the  beginning  of  toe  year  if  we  baa  the  aceumu- 
laied  experience  that  we  have  tonight.  It  issimolv 
a  matter  ot  convenience  for  tbe  next  Council. 
After  eleven  moucns'  experience  we  see  vnac 
drawoaeks  there  are  in  cha  rules,  and  I  t'uiukwe 
should  alter  mem,  if  ws  tbink  well  of  tbe  amend- 
ments proposed,  anc  it  will  n^t  be  incumbent  on 
tbe  next  Council  to  adopt  ihem. 

Mr.  Sprague — The  report  is  made  in  accordance 
with  an  order  ot  the  Council  to  consider  cce  sub- 
ject ard  report  any  cnanges  which  they  might 
deem  expedient,  with  tbe  particular  object  in 
view,  that  if  the  Couucil  of  this  year  had  learned 
anything  which  it  is  oesirable  to  change,  that 
change  mav  be  incorporated  m  the  rules  and  or- 
ders; and  then  f  tbe  next  Council  oesire  to  adopt 
any  of  the  improvements  we  have  made,  it 
will  be  in  their  power  to  do  so.  We  certainly  do 
not  dictate  to  them,  but  we  ought  to  leave  the 
rules  in  as  perfect  a  shape  as  we  can.  If 
one  proposea  amtndinents  will  hotter  The 
tules  to  any  extent,  we  ought  to  leave 
them  in  the  better  shape  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Council  of  next  yeai.  The  chai  ges  proposed 
have  been  suggested  by  various  members  of  the 
Council;  and  woetber  they  are  good  or  not,  I 
hope  they  will  at  least  be  printed  anu  considered 
by  the  members  of  this  Council. 

Mr.  Kimball— One  consideration,  vvbicb  no  one 
has  touched  upon,  ought  to  weigh  with  thi-.  Coun- 
cil io  the  disposition  to  be  made  of.  this  report. 
In  September  we  oidered  the  committee  to  exam- 
ine the  tules  and  "roers  and  see  if  any  changes 
were  advisable,  and  it  so  to  re  pore  theui;  aud  the 
committee  have  presented  their  report  tonight. 
If  I  bad  supposed  tor  one  moment  that,  this  dis- 
cussion would  have  arisen,  1  should  not  have  done 
anythi  ig  which  would  have  postponed  the 
consideiation  of  tnis  report.  When  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  body  presents  a  r-port, 
I  think  it  is  courtesy,  not  to  say  common  dece<  cy, 
at  least,  to  know  what  the  report  contains  before 
we  kick  it  out  of  doors  or  refer  it  co  the  nexc  City 
Government.  This  committee  have  taken  lime  to 
consider  this  subject  and  present  a  report,  and  I 
do  hope  that  this  Council  will  at  least,  first,  per- 
mit tbe  report  to  be  printed  ;  secondly,  that  it  may 
be  assigned  to  some  hour  at  the  next  meetiog  of 
the  Council;  aud  thirdly,  that  the  memoers  will 
read  it  out  ot  ■espect — if  for  uothing  else — to  the 
committee  whom  they  a'ted  to  cake  this  matter 
into  consioeiation.  When  a  committee,  u-ider 
the  duection  ot  this  body,  examines  a  subject  I 
tbink  the  least  »e  can  do  before  disposing  of 
it  is  to  know  what  the  reporc  contains.  I  hope  tbe 
gentleman  front  Ward  7  will  not  Dress  the  motion 
to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  will  modily  my  motion  and  move 
thac  it  be  pi  in  ced,  so  that  it  an  come  up  next 
Thursday  oight. 

Mr.  Kimball— The  chairman  of  tne  committee 
has  asked  that  it  be  printed  and  assigned  to  some 
hour  at  tbe  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  will  withdraw  the  motion,  if  there 
is  no  objection. 

Mr.  Shaw — I  have  no  idea  what  that  repor,  con- 
tains, and  I  have  no  objections  to  its  beinir  print- 
ed ;  and  I  only  speak  of  it  ai  a  matter  of  princi- 
ple. There  may  be  a  great  deal  of  good  in  it,  but 
rhe  proper  way  to  do  is  to  pass  it  over  to  the  next 
City  Government,  and  let  thac  Govenn_ent  take 
such  action  as  it  may  see  fit.    I  should  be  glad,  as 


one  member  of  this  Council — and  being  reelected 
to  the  aew  Government— to  know  whac  ^t  m^y  be. 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  biams  of  the 
eminent  gentleman  trom  Ward  4,  and  to  know 
that  which  he  proposes;  I  should  be  glad  to  read 
it,  oecause  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  gnoa  in  it.  I 
speak  of  it  as  a  matter  of  principle,  that  every 
body  should  maSe  its  own  rules;  but  I  say  it  is 
eutot order for one  body  in  its  dyirg  moments  to 
make  rules  for  anothe:.  Ithrak  I  know  some  of  the 
points,  I  think  I  know  the  animus  of  it ;  but  the 
details  I  6o  not  know.  I  hope  it  will  be  minted, 
ano  that  we  shall  have  an  oppoitunicy  to  learn  it 
by  heart,  so  thac  when  we  are  assembled  here  in 
January,  some  of  us  may  have  sotu  of  the  ir!eas 
that  some  others  of  us  have  brought  from  our 
brains  But  I  think  it  would  be  futile  for  us  to 
take  tbe  valuable  time  <>f  this  Council  to  consider 
rules  which  shall  bind  the  government  of  the  in- 
coming Council. 

The  m  t;on  to  print  and  specially  assign  to  8V2 
P.  M.  prevailed. 

STORAGE  AND  TRANSPORTATION  OF    EXPLOSIVES. 

Mr.  Smith  or  Ward  10,  trom  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee on  the  File  D  partment,  who  were  tequestsd 
to  considerwhat  additional  legislation  is  necessary 
in  regard  io  the  storage  and  transportation  of  ex- 
plosive compounds,  submitted  a  resort  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered.  Ti  at  liisH  northe  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Geueral  Court,  at  its  text  session, 
for  tbe  requisite  legislation  to  empower  the  City 
Couocll  io  regulate  the  storageaud  transportation 
of  gunpowder  and  of  all  explosive  substances  or 
comnounds  witbii  the  city  limits. 

Reao  twice  ano  passed.    Sent  up. 

SWETT  STREET. 

On  motio'i  of  Mi-.  Flvnn  of  Warn  7,  th"  Council 
took  fro  n  che  table  the  report  upon  raising  the 
grade  of  the  New  York  &  New  Eagland  Railroad, 
ana  building  abutments  to  proposed  railroad 
bridge  on  East  Chester  park  extended  (City  Doc. 
No.  123),  with  an  oider  for  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance t  o provide  tbe  means  therefor. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — I  move  to  amend  by 
substituting  for  "report"  the  words  "consider  the 
expediency  of  reporting"  at>  order  to  provide  the 
meaus.  In  referring  subjects  of  this  kind  to  the 
Finance  Commirtee  it  is  usually  customary.  I 
thin U,  to  have  that  pbiase  irsened,  which  ap- 
peals to  be  proper  in  a  mattei  so  large  as  this. 

Mr.  Flynn — There  is  no  objection. 

Mr.  Wilbur — Is  this  to  oe  a  special  appropria- 
tion, or  is  it  to  co  ice  fiom  the  appropriation  tor 
Building  Swett  Street? 

Mr.  Flynn— It  Is  a  special  appropriation. 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14 — I  notice  that  live  dollars 
per  square  of  eight  cubic  yards  are  to  be  paid  for 
tilling.  I  think  the  contract  tor  building  S>vett. 
street  is  tor  four  dollars  a  squire,  ana  I  should 
like  to  know  why  they  pay  so  much  more. 

Mr.  Flvnn — The  reason  Is  chat  the  dire  is  to  be 
brought  in  bv  the  New  York  &  New  Englaud 
Railroad;  the  road  bed  has  got  to  be  displaced, 
aud  tbe  work  cannot  be  c'one  so  cheaply.  The 
Committee  oo  Finance  will  understand  that  vhen 
it  is  referred  to  toem. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  older  as 
amended  passed.    Sent  up. 

WIDENING  OF  SOUTH  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Waid  7,  rhe  Council 
took  from  the  table  the  majority  and  minority  re- 
ports on  the  resolve  and  order  ot  the  Stieet,  Com- 
missioners tor  tbe  wirteuing  ot  South  stieet  at  an 
adjudged  expense  of  §44  212. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve 
and  oroer. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9—1  hope  this  order  will  not 
be  passed.  The  C'lnmitcee  ou  S:reets  gave  this 
matter  a  ve>y  thorough  investigation,  and.  to  be 
sure,  a  majority  are  in  favor  of  passing  it;  but 
when  we  consider  that  bypassing  this  order  we 
virtually  pledge  future  wry  governments  to  widen- 
ing South  s'reet  to  sixty  feet  from  Summer  street 
to  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  I  tbink  it  behooves  us 
to  hesicate  somewhat  before  inauguiating  an  im- 
provement that  will  entail  such  a  o  expense  upon 
the  city.  A  very  large  amount  of  money  li  IS 
already  been  spent  in  that  portion  of  the  city  tor 
widening  streets,  and  none  of  us  will  say  but  that 
the  major  part  of  it  was  judiciously  laid  out;  but, 
considering  tbe  amount  already  expended  and  the 
condition  of  business  at  the  present  time,  I  think 
it  would  be  wise  to  hesitate  before  passing  this 
order.  riie  expense  estimated  by  the  StreetCommis- 
sioners  is  not  so  large  as  will  be  required  to  cairy 
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out  this  improvement,  even  for  this  small  piece  of 
land  taken.  The  commissioners  told  the  commit- 
tee that  the  party  owning  the  estate  objected  to 
the  award.  It  leaves  him  only  35G  feet  of  his 
estate  and  he  will  contest  the  award  •* Inch  com- 
missioners have  made.  1  think  that  sixly  feet  is 
much  wider  than  it  is  necessary  to  make  tnat 
stieet.  Lincoln  street,  which  is  also  used  as  an 
avenue  to  those  depots,  is  only  fifty  feet  wide; 
ami  when  we  rnnember  that  there  aie  many  other 
streets  of  the  same  width  which  are  as  much 
use  t  as  this  is  or  will  be  for  many  years,  I 
believe  that  if  it  is  necessary  to  widen  at  all, 
tifiv  feet,  will  be  sufficient.  Tuat  width  will  serve 
all  the  necessary  purposes  for  a  great  many  years, 
and  to  widen  to  sixjy  feet,  ascontemplalea  by  the 
Commissioners,  will  take  15562  leet,  ano  when 
they  wire  before  the  committee  I  a'ked  what  the 
estimated  expense  of  widening  the  street  from 
one  end  fo  the  other  would  be,  and  they  told  uie 
$20  a  foot  for  damages  to  land  and  buildiogs, 
which  would  amount  to  $311,240,  exclusive  of  this 
piece  taken  on  the  corner.  A  majori  y  of  the 
Committee  wil!  say  the  Council  are  alreaoy  pledged 
to  this  nieasute  by  the  widening  at  the  >  ornei  of 
Koeeland  and  South  street;  duecdv  opposite  the 
Old  Colony  Railroao,  or  at  the  corner  of  Beach 
street,  I  don't  reuieouber  which;  but  that  was  a 
very  small  tract,  and  I  for  oue  did  not  thiab  of 
the  expense  ii  would  entail  of  widening  trie 
st  eet  to  sixty  feet.  1  am  of  tue  opinion  that  it 
would  be  oetter  to  wait  till  next  year  atlea-t;or 
if  this  widening  is  necessary,  to  make  it  fifty  feet. 
I  move  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  next  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Ptabo:y  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  motion  of 
my  colleague  will  prevail.  It  is  time  for  those 
wno  have  the  mteiestl  ol  the  city  of  Bostoa  in 
Chargt  to  be  very  slow  and  cautious  in  entering 
npon  anv  more  txpensive  schemes  for  street  wid- 
enio;>'.  The  limit  at  which  the  city  can  borrow 
money,  except  for  purposes  of  wat»r,  has  been 
just  about  reached,  and  I  believe  tbat  if  the  as- 
sessed valuatioo  of  real  estate  in  Boston  was  re- 
duced to  its  actuii  i  market  value  a  c  pres- 1 1,  t  h  e  litn- 
ltof  ourmunicipal  indebtedness  would  be  reached, 
or  perhaps  exceeded.  Therefore  any  schemes 
for  street  widening  whic'i  would  now  be  vnau- 
gurat  d  must  be  paid  for  by  taxation,  aud  tne  citi- 
zens will  feel  it  vary  severely.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  1  oppose  this  one,  but  I  do  'eel  that  every 
such  project  shou lo  be  examined  with  care  in  all 
respects,  ample  time  Being  taken  i  or  the  purpose. 
Perhaps  through  my  o-.n  carelessness,  I  know 
nothing  about  this  subject,  and  Z  fancy  that  many 
gentl-  men  suriounding  mi  are  in  the  same  posi- 
tion; but  I  hope  we  shell  all  have  ample  time  to 
look  into  it  and  know  about  it.  At  first  glance  it 
seems  to  me  that  Lincoln  street,  wnich  is  very 
wiut ,  might  pe  i  haps  be  a  better  thorough  fare  than 
South  street,  but  1  don't  pretend  to  make  the  sug- 
gestion at  this  mouin:t— only  to  say,  let  us  take 
ample  time  to  consider  this  matter.  '  1  hope  it  will 
be  lefeited  >o  toe  next  City  Government. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9— What  is  the  condition 
of  this  land  nov?  Is  it  ocouoieo.  bv  a  building  or 
is  its  owner  waiting  for  a  permit  to  build  one?  If 
be  is  waiti-g  I  think  we  had  bettor  vote  it  down 
than  refer  it  to  the  next  City  Couccil.  Like  mv 
cofe-ague,  I  aui  ipposed  to  these  projects  for 
street  wioenings.  If  this  is  vacant  land  I  hope 
the  mutter  will  be  settled  tonignt,  that  the  owner 
may  not  be  hampered  in  any  improvement  he 
may  contemplate. 

Mr.  Flynu— Thii'.  matter  has  been  before  the 
Council  for  the  last  three  orfour  weeks.  The  gen- 
tleman who  owns  the  land  gave  notice  to  the  In- 
spector ot  Buildings  that  he  intended  to  put  up  a 
building  there,  aud  the  Stieet  Commissioners  gave 
the  owner  i  oticenot  toproceedanv  fo.  ther.  He  has 
made  lai  ge  contracts  aod  is  ready  to  put  up  a  fine 
building.  The  prooeity  is  taxed  t>y  the  Assessors 
at  $26  a  toot,  ano  ill  the  Commissioners  give  him 
is  $28,  while  on  the  other  comer  they  allowed  a 
party  $30  a  foot,  i'he  owuet  proposes  to  put  up  a 
building  costirg  $35,000oi  $40,000,  an<)  if  the  city 
is  ready  to  wait  and  pay  for  that  building  they 
can  do  so.  It  is  desirable  that  the  ciiy  should  set- 
tle the  matter  at  once. 

Mr.  Kelly — Ine  gentleman  owning  that  piece  of 
land  has  bad  p'ans  drawn,  ana  mechanics  have 
figured  upon  the  contract,  and  I  know  be  had  an 
order  from  the  city  to  stop  that  building.  This 
summer  he  rote  down  a  temporary  shop  built 
there  after  the  fire,  when  the  old  building  was 
burned,  and  he  intended  to  put  up  a  first-class 
store  there ;  but  he  was  stopped  on  account  ot  the 
proposed  widening  of  the  street.    He  felt  very 


bad  about  it,  as  the  cortract  was  about  to  be 
awarded, 

Mr.  Flvnn— This  does  n't  requiif  a  tew  loan,  as 
it  is  to  be  charged  in  the  appropriation  already 
made  for  Uying  out  a&d  widening  streets. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9— If  it  is  desnab'e  to  take 
action  now,  I  hope  w«  shall  vote  against  passing 
this  ortlei .  I  would  rather  run  the  risk  jf  being 
compelled  to  pay  an  additional  price,  which  might 
be  induced  by  the  erection  of  this  building,  than 
to  i  an  the  risk  of  being  compelled  io  wide  t  the 
street  by  putting  in  thejetiterng  wedge. 

Mi.  Flvnn— We  have  already  commenced  to 
widen  the  sti  eet  at  the  cocner  of  Beach  and  South 
street-  to  a  width  of  sixty  feet.  The  widening 
has  actually  commenced. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  am  afraid  we  shall 
make  a  mistake  if  we  reject  this  order  at  p  vsent. 
As  the  geatleman  from  Ward  7  says,  tne  City 
Government  has  commenced  to  widen  that  -treet, 
which  is  generally  admitted  to  be  required  for 
the  purpose  of  business.  One  large  corner  has 
been  tak-n  off  and  the  work  of  »ideni  g  has  da- 
cidedly  commenced.  Now  it  so  happens  chat  an- 
otnet  laige  cori  er  ouildlng  is  oown  and  we  can 
take  tne  land  very  much  cneapet,  of  course,  than 
if  there  was  an  elegant  building  upon  it.  It  is  a 
first-class  corner  aid  o  ooubt  an  elegant 
building  will  be  put  tber  ,  and  it  is  a 
very  narrow  street.  Peihaps  an  attempt 
may  have  been  mace  to  widet:  it  too 
much;  but  I  «upposeo  it  was  settled  that  the 
street  as  it  stands  today  was  too  narro  «  and  has 
got  to  be  widened  sometime.  The  wiiening  has 
been  begun,  and  ir  >eeuos  to  n>e  we.  shall  make  a 
gieat  mistake  in  not  carrying  out  in  io  p ro ve- 
in en  t  that  has  in  one  sense  been  determined  upoo. 

Mi.  Page— I  nope  the  Council  will  not  allow  this 
small  wider mg  at  ihe  corner  of  Beach  strest  to 
mislead  them  or  warp  their  judgment.  I  ooo't 
corsidei  that  as  sufficient  to  warrant  the  Council 
to  pledge  tbemselvee  to  wideu  the  entire  street 
to  a  depth  of  one  huudreii  fset.  That  is 
the  poorest  part  ot  the  street,  and  it  the 
cheap  building  upon  it  remains  as  it  is  now  it  will 
be  no  damage  to  any  one.  It  i*  occupied  as  a 
liquor  stoie,  and  it  will  be  no  detriment  to  allow 
it  to  remain  as  it  is.  But  if  we  widen  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Sumuiersueetit  will  be  objectionable  to  the 
abutttrs  in  thi  viciuity.  It  will  leava  a  disagree- 
able jog,  the  place  will  be  a  receptacle  for  all 
sorts  of  teams,  and  of  course  we  shall  get  no  bet- 
teiment.  If  this  builoiug  is  erected  as  contem- 
plated, the  taxes  received  from  it,  together  with 
the  interest  of  the  money  necessary  to  widen  the 
street,  will  more  than  make  up  any  extra  expeuse 
for  damage  to  the  building.  I  have  devoted  a 
considerable  amouit  of  tiae,  sioca  this  matter 
came  before  the  Committee  on  Streets,  m  visiting 
this  neighboihood.  I  have  noticed  the  condition 
of  the  street,  1 1  s  e  whether  it  i«  crowded.  1  have 
been  there  at  d iff  rent  boms  of  the  day,  and  nave 
never  seen  the  time  when  there  was  trouble  on 
account  of  the  passage  of  teams,  ami  Ihaventver 
seen  a  block  there.  I  aave  co-suited  tbs  occu- 
pants of  the  store  in  the  vicinity,  and  they 
confirm  the  idea  that  there  axe  no  blocks 
there,  ana  in  'heir  judgment  there  is  not  the 
slightest  necessity  for  widening  the  street.  If 
that  is  so,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  hesitate  be- 
fore virtually  pledging  future  City  Governments 
to  wider  this  street  to  sixty  toet  it*  entire  length. 
I  think  the  city  will  gain  rather  than  lose  by  re- 
jecting this  order  and  non-concurring  with  the 
Street  Commissioners,  and  letting  futuie  City 
Governments  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
widen  the  street  to  sixty  or  fifty  feet.  Lincoln 
street  is  fifty  feet  wide,  and  I  think  it  sufficient- 
ly wide;  and  when  w-  consider  that  many 
streets,  more  travel'ed  than  this,  a>e  not  more 
than  fifty  feet  wide,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  -vill 
be  width  enough.  Devonshire,  street,  be- 
tween Water  and  State  streets,  is  much 
more  travelled  than  South  street  is  or  will  be  lor 
macy  yeais,  ana  it  is  only  fotty-three  feet  wide. 
My  colleague  [Mr.  Moriison]  has  suggested  that 
this  matter  ought  to  be  settled,  in  order  that  the 
parties  owning  the  land  can  erect  the  building 
immediately.  :  have  no  objection  to  settling  it 
tonight,  if  the  Council  have  had  sufficient  timr.  to 
investigate  it  I  shoulo  be  quite  wiWing  to  have 
the  matter  settled  upon  its  merits  at  once,  and  let 
it  be  decided  whether  we  shall  pass  or  reject  the 
order.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  will  be  the  better 
way  to  do.  I  feel  that  the  city  would  not  be 
harmed  by  delay,  i  would  withdraw  my  mntion 
to  refer,  and  move  that  we  non-concur  with  the 
Street  Commissioners  in  the  passage  of  the  order. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Parker  of  W,?rd  14  suggested  a  recess  in  or- 
der to  look  at  the  plans,  bat  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Flynn  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  eight 
o'clock  P.  M.  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  Pane  expressed  the  hope  that  members  will 
visit  the  location  during  the  week  and  see  if  there 
is  a  necessity  for  the  widening. 

THE  YOSKTOTK   MEMORIAL. 

Vr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5-1  moveto  take  from  tbe  ta- 
ble the  order  for  the  Mayor  topeiition  Congres*  for 
an  appropriate  commemoration  of  the  last 
battlefield  ot  ih  =  Revolution,  at  Yorktown,  Va., 
(City  Doc.  No.  119).  I  desire  to  say  tb  -.t  I  bad  the 
honor,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  to  move 
that  this  document  lie  upon  the  table.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  am  io  favor  of  it  or  not.  I  stated 
to  t be  Council  that  it  was  a  matter  of  bistory 
which  perhaps  it  migbt  be  well  to  .:  erpetuate,  and 
therefore  I  thought  it  would  be  b  st  not  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  subject.  Atthe request  of 
some  of  its  fribnds  I  haves  now  maoe  the  motion 
io  have  the  matter  taken  from  the  table,  in  order 
that  they  may  present  the  matter  properly  tc  the 
Council.  I  should  be  gls-.d  to  bear  their  reasons 
for  it,  ano  I  presume  they  will  state  theui. 
The  order  was  taken  from  the  table. 
Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— I  bad  nor,  intended  to 
say  anything  upon  this  subject.  The  document, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  coDtairjed  everyttring  that 
sbould  be  said  to  the  Council  in  better  terms, 
perhaps,  tban  t  could  state  it.  The  Coun- 
cil will  remember  that  in  Jnne  a  communi- 
cation was  presented  to  us,  whicb  I  hid 
the  honor  to  offer,  coming  from  bis  Honor  the 
Mayor,  containing  a  letter  from  Hon.  George  Ban- 
croft, printed  in  this  report,  suggesting  that  as 
Charlestown,  where  the  first  battle  of  tbe  Revolu- 
tion was  fought,  was  now  within  the  limits  of  the 
city  ot  Boston,  it  was  pioper  and  becoming  tbat 
the  city  of  Boston  should  take  the  initiative  io  pe- 
titioning Congress  to  fulfil  the  promise  wbicb 
they  made  in  reference  to  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment at  Yorktown,  rbe  scene  of  the  last  battle  of 
the  Revolution.  The  committee  in  their  "eport 
have  set  forth  the  resolve  as  passed  by  Congress 
containing  rhe  promise  which  they  made  to  eivct 
this  monument  at  Yorktown.  It  seemed  ro  the 
committee  that  there  w?s  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  accede  to  the  request  of  a  former  citizen  of 
Massachusetts  to  take  the  iniiativeio  this  mat- 
ter, and  tuijg  this  rnattet  before  Congress  in  a 
proper  sbape  foi  its  action,  inasmuch  as  it  in- 
volves no  expense  to  the  city.  I  trust  tbat 
the  Council  will  accept  tbe  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  without  going  into 
any  lengthy  argument  as  to  tbe  desirability 
of  urging  upon  Congiess  the  ere  jtion>of  this  mon- 
ument in  a  State  with  which  we  have  hereiotore 
been  ar,  variance.  I  hope,  sir,  that  the  Council 
will  without  delay— althougn  I  should  be  very 
happv  to  hear  any  gemlerna  i  who  desires  to 
speak  upon  rhe  subject,  if  thee  are  no  more 
formidable  objections  ti  it  than  the  subsequent 
tulfilmei  t  of  the  pledge  of  the  Go/ernmen— urge 
upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  fulfilling  this 
pledge,  whatever  orin  r  pledges  may  be  broken  at 
other  times. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— With  this  brief  explana- 
tion I  certainly  shall  vote  m  favor  of  the  proposi- 
tion.   1  hope  it  will  be  carried. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11 — This  is  a  subject  on 
which  very  much  patriotic  thought  might  be 
brought  out,  but  I  ceitaiuly  trust  tbat  we  shall 
not  do  anything  of  the  kiuti.  It  seems  to  me.  sir, 
that  Congress  Ins  sufficient  burdens  upon  its  shoul- 
ders at  the  presont  time ;  and  j  ust  now  I  understand 
tnat  it  is  the  purpos a  of  the  French  pi  oplt 
to  erect  a  very  large  statue  in  New  York 
Harbor,  to  be  made  of  bronze,  250  feet 
high,  in  commemoration  of  the  victories  achieved 
by  the  combined  forces  of  the  Ameiicau*  and  the 
French.  Now,  it  would  be  vt-rv  inappropriate  for 
Congress  to  o<>  any  thing  of  ihi^  kind  as  au  offset 
of  this  generous  action,  without  doing  so  retiring 
equally  as  web.  It  would  probably  occasion  an 
expenditure  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money,  possi- 
bly half  a  million,  and  an  aopropnacion  would 
be  needed  which  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est probability  Congress  would  makt.  It 
also  snub  'to  mt>  unnecessary  for  per- 
sons to  make  demands  that  will  undoubtedly 
be  refused;  we  should  place  ourselves  in  a  very 
humiliating  position  by  doing  anything  of  the 
kind.  I  trust,  therefore,  we  snail  not  enter  into 
any  such  business. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  hope,  sir,  most  heartily, 
that  this  resolve  w' II  pass.  It  is  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent a  matter  of  sentiment.    It  is  a  matter  of 


excellent  sentiment,  a  matter  of  patriotism, 
and  I  am  surprised  to  hear  a  gentleman  urge 
that  because  France  proposes  uo  do  something  in 
honor  of  bee  connection  with  the  United  States  in 
the  securing  of  its  lioerties  and  maintdiningthem, 
that  we  as  American  citizens  should  refrain,  be- 
cause we  may  not  do  something  on  so  magnificent 
a  scale.  Now,  sir,  the  Mayor  in  his  communica- 
tion has  said  very  properly  that  it  >  ould  be  a  fit- 
ting sequel  to  the  great  celebration  tbat  we  had 
on  the  Sfcventeenth  of  June— one  ot  those  divi- 
dends, Mr.  President,  wnieh  I  bad  the  honor  to  as- 
sure the  Council  we  should  receive  and  which  we 
have  received  for  the  many  past  Fourth  of  July 
celebrations,  the  spread-eagleism  whicn  we  t,a«re 
placed  Defore  our  children  or  whicb  we  have  had 
placed  befoi  •  us  when  we  w°re  children, 
Now,  sir,  this  resolve  calls  for  no  expenditure 
of  money.  It  calls  from  us  as  citizens  of 
Boston,  as  residents  of  the  city  wheie  the  first 
great  struggle  for  ournationa'  independence  took 
place,  to  ask  the  national  Congress  to  redeem  the 
pledge  m?.ue  to  mark  the  spot  made  hist  .rical  by 
the  surrender  of  the  British  forces  to  oar  Govern- 
ment, which  markeo  the acmevemeot  of  our  im>e- 
pendei  ce,  by  raising  some  fitting  memorial 
as  none  tow  exists  there.  As  American  citizens 
we  all  know  that  we  ought  to  have  such  a  memo- 
rial, a  fitting  indication  of  where  this  greathistoric 
event  in  ih3  history  ot  oar  nation  took  place. 
And,  sir,  furthermore,  if  we  do  not  take  this  step 
in  regard  ro  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
tbis  pledge,  it  may  be  |thac  the  city  of  Salem 
will  doit,  or  that  toe  city  of  Lynn  will  do  it.  or 
perhaps  the  ciizeos  of  Hull  will  get  up  a  memo- 
rial, and  how  would  the  citizens  of  Boston  feel 
then?  By  passing  this  order  we  simply  givt  Con- 
gress a  reminder  of  its  pledge.  Congress  in  its 
mature  deliberation  may  oecide  that  it  will  cot 
fulfil  its  pledge.  They  may  decide  that  they  will 
make  no  appiopriition  of  money.  But  tee  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  the  City  Government  of  Boston, 
will  have  done  their  patriotic  duty  in  calling  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  it.  Therefore  l»t 
ns,  as  it  were,  aao  one  more  brics  in  the 
historic  edifice,  the  more  perrsst  uuion  we  are 
building  in  our  country,  and  as  a  graceful  act  from 
the  City  Government  of  a  Northern  city  which 
will  ceitaii  ly  be  appreciated  by  the  city  Govern- 
ments or  our  fellow  citizens  in  Southern  cities.  I 
say  it  is  a  simple  act  of  generous  sentiment— a 
generous  act  which  will  De  thoroughly  ap- 
preciated by  our  countrymen  i'j  other  'cities. 
It  is  a  patriotic  act,  and  ooe  which  I  should  think 
would  not  arouse  a  single  argument  or  objec- 
tion against  it. 

Mr.  Howes  of  War  l  11— Personally,  sir,  I  qo  not 
tli ink  I  should  feel  very  much  huuiiiiatea  to  hear 
that  the  citizens  of  Hull  had  presented  a  oetitiou 
to  Congress  to  have'  this  pledge  fulfilled.  It  would 
not  grieve  me  a  great  deal.  I  should  recommend, 
it  this  petitio.i  weie  passed,  that  just  befoie  it 
was  presented  to  Congress  the  gentlemen  pi<»- 
sentirg  it  pas  by  the  monument  contemplated  in 
the  area  some  distance  from  tho  ca  utol,— the  un- 
finished Washington  Monumtut.  When  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  sees  tit  to  .impropriate 
money  for 'ha  election  of  a  monument  u  com- 
memoration of  th?  Father  of  our  country— wheu 
that  is  finished,  it  .vill  be  a  fitting  time  to  present 
this  petition. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— All  that  may  be  very  true, 
sir,  hut  in  Che  course  of  religion  if  we  do  not  con- 
tinue to  prav  because  all  our  pray  is  are  rot 
granted,  we  will,  with  very  gooa  cause,  ask  our- 
selves where  wes  lall  be  as  religions  men.  I  think, 
notwithstanding  -he  Washington  Monument  is 
a  failure,  it  we  call  their  attention  to  this  it  inaj 
have  a  good  effect  and  therefore  1  think  tint  ob- 
jection may  De  very  effectually  disposed  of.  lean- 
not  agree  with  inv  friend  wlien  he  says  that  it 
would  not  cause  him  anyrenret  if  the  people  of 
Hull  should  take  this  up  ami  send  a  petuion  to 
Washington  iusiead  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  have 
a  little  bit  of  Boston  on  the  brain,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed so  *o  express  myself,  tnd  a  little  bit  of  old 
Boston  patriotism  in  my  veins,  and  I  would  rath- 
er see  this  petition  sent  from  Boston,  tne  scene  of 
the  first  struggle  forindepenoeoce,  thau  from  any 
other  place  ar'some  Oistance  from  it. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— Mr.  President,  pride  of 
country  would  induce  me  to  have  that  monument 
built  at  old  Plymouth,  where  the  Pilgrims  landed. 
Pride  of  country  would  deter  me  from  raising  my 
voice  agiiust  any  such  thing  as  that.  Let  me 
read  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  Hou.  Mr.  Ban- 
croft, whom  everybody  m  Massachusetts  knows, 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor: 


DECEMBER       16,       1875 


731 


"The  counteipartof  tbe  battle  of  Banker  Hill 
is  found  at  Yorktown.  Our  people  retired  from 
Bunker  Hill  after  a  glorious  and  ^eetive  resist- 
ance; the  victory  at  Yorktowo,  achieved bv  the 
united  forces  of  Virginia,  New  England  and  tbe 
intermediate  States,  pn)  our  heroic'a  d  generous 
allies,  was  the  signal  for  the  enemy  to  retire  from 
the  unt  atutal  conflict  wnich  they  had  provoked; 
so  that  tbe  giving  up  of  the  sword  of  the  British 
commandei,  and  the  sui rentier  of  his  army  to  the 
great  Virginian,  the  gre?,t  Ameiican,  the  best 
representative  ot  his  country  and  his  century, 
was  happily  the  perfected  triumph  of  peace.  The 
one  great  eve.  t  was  completed  by  the  other. 
On  Bunker  Hill  you  have  raised  the  commemora- 
tive column  and'statute.  On  the  29th  of  October, 
1781.  Congress  oledged  to  the  victorious  army,  to 
Franc,  to  Ameiica,  to  the  world,  that  the  cation 
should  build  at  Yorktown  a  monument  of  marble, 
with  emblems  ot  our  great  illia'  en,  to  keep  f/fsh 
in  memory  the  all-decisive  successes  Which  had 
been  achieved." 

Thai  'eniimeut,  sir,  is  a  glorious  oue,  which 
eTery  Amenc"  n  citizen  should  lay  solid  and  sure 
within  the  torn  datians  of  bis  heait.  I  tru-t,  sir, 
lhat  no  gentleman,  a  member  of  this  Council,  will 
be  unpatriotic  enough  or  ui.nsdional  enough  to 
sav  ves  to  this  proposition 

The  question  was  on  oroering  the  order  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  Mi.  Clark  of  Ward  15  offered 
the  following  amendment: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  request-d  to  for- 
ward a  O'tpy  of  this  order  with  the  proceedings  of 
this  City  Government  tnereon,  to  the  VM'ious  city 
governments  of  tDe  State  of  Viiginia. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5—  f  am  r- minded  by  my  fri-ud 
[Mr.  Howes]  that  I  made  what  may  be  called 
a  bull— thai  I  s.iul  yes  when  1  Should  have>aid  no. 
I  thank  him,  sir,  for  correcting  me.  He  is  always 
my  mentor.  Whatever  I  said,  everybody  knows 
my  sentiment,  everybody  ki.ows  what  I  mean, 

Mi.  (iuild  of  Ward  6 — I  should  think  it  would  be 
proner  to  act  upon  this  amendment  as  a  separate 
order. 

Mr.  Clark  ol  Ward  15—1  withdraw  my  aaiend- 
ment. 

The  order  for  the  petition  to  Cougress  wa<=  then 
passed  to  a  second  leading. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6— As  theie  has  been 
some  debate  upon  this  question  and  some 
opposition  to  the  passagt  of  the  order, 
and  as  a  simple  vote  taken  in  the 
usual  wav  would  not  show  the  sentiment  of  the 
Council,  and  as  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  op- 
positio  is  very  much  larger  than  it  is,  I  hone  that 
whet'  the  vote  is  taken  it  will  be  taken  by  a  rising 
vote  and  the  number  of  yeas  and  nays  declared. 

The  order  was  then  oasseel  by  a  vote  of  41  to  2, 
Messrs.  Howes  ot  Ward  11  and  Whitmore  of  Ward 
4  voting  in  the  negative. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Clark  ot  Ward  15  offered  the 
following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  reo nested  to  for- 
ward to  tbe  --arious  city  gov;rnments  o  the  State 
ot  Virginia  the  i  eport  of  the  Special  Committee 
on  tbe  Yorktow.i  Memoiial  auo  the  proceedii.gs 
of  the  City  Government  thereon. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6—1  leally  hope  that  order 
will  not  be  passed,  because  it  will  seem  as  though 
we  were  making  brag  of  our  patriotism  and 
calling  the  attention  of  the  citizens  of  Virgioia  to 
our  goodness. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6—1  have  been  'ookingat  the 
order  we  have  just  passed  and  it  seems  to 
me  this  would  possibly  be  done  without  the  pas- 
sage or  this  order.  The  last  three  or  four  lines  of 
the  order  passed  read  as  follows : 

"And  thar,  in  airl  ot  tne  petition,  the  assistance 
of  the  various  city  governments  of  oui  sister  State 
of  Virginia  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  confidently 
solicited." 

It  would  stem  that  in  accordance  with  this  part 
of  the  order  this  petition  and  proceedings  would 
he  forwarded  to  the  citv  govei  nments  of  Virginia. 
However,  if  this  makes  it  sure,  I  would  very  will- 
ingly vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15 — I  i  hought  tbe  first  order 
did  not  go  quite  tar  enough,  and  for  that  reason  I 
offered  this. 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  think  the  forwarding 
of  that  ordtr  and  the  proceedi  r*s  °f  the  Citv 
Council  would  hardly  give  them  a  definite  idea  of 
what  the  Couocil  wish  to  do. 

Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward 6 — When  I  made  my  re- 
marks I  was  not  aware  of  the  lost  lir.es  of  the  re- 
solve.   I  wsh  to  retract  my  remarks. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6—1  oo  not  wish  to 
raise    any     opposition      co     this    order,     but   I 


would  simply  suggest  whether  the  do  ument 
would  not  naturally  oe  sent  by  Che  Mayor 
to  the  various  ciy  governments  of  Virgi-iia, 
in  order  that  tbey  might  take  some  actiot  joining 
with  us  in  that  petition;  and  whj,her  in  sending 
that  petition  and  asking  .hem  to  join  us  wiuld 
not  be  sufficient  without  any  special  order  requir- 
ing the  Mayor  ro  send  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  two  branches  of  the  City  Government  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter. 

Mr  Parker  of  Ward  14—1  would  ask  whether 
that  older  would  carry  the  proceedings  of  the 
year? 

Mr.  Clark  ot  Ward  15—1  think  if  the  gentleman 
would  read  it,  he  would  find  thi»,t  it  would  not  be 
so  understood.  I  cannot  see  any  impro- 
priety in  pissing  the  ordei.  I  think  It  would  show 
these  ciries  wby  we  ask  Congress  to  erect  that 
oidpument,  at  rhe  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bancroft, 
who  is  an  old  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  and  it  be- 
ing centennial  year.  I  think  tbe  whole  matter  was 
oiiginated  i  i  a  patriotic  feeling. 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Ward  5— It  seems  to  me  that  an  or- 
der of  that  kind  is  not  necessary.  I  think  the 
matter  should  be  left  entirely  with  the  Mayor,  as 
matt-is  of  that  kind  aie,  witboit  any  suggestion 
from  the  City  Couicil.  I  hope  the  order  will  be 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Clark  of  Ward  15—1  withdraw  the  orcer. 

THE    CITY  CHARTER. 

The  substitute  resolve  and  oider  fro  me  draft 
of  the  new  city  charter  came  down  among  the  pa- 
pers from  the  other  bra  ich,  with  the  reference  of 
the  whole  subject  to  the  next  City  Cou  cil. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howe*  of  Waid  11,  the  Coun- 
cil concurred  in  the  refere'  ce. 

Later  in  the  session,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more ot  W  jrd  4,  che  resolves  relating  to  tenure  of 
office  ot  the  members  ot  tbe  City  Council,  etc., 
(Printed  City  Doc.  No.  69.  1875),  were  t*kaa 
from  the  table,  Mr.  Whitmore  stating  rbat  he  de- 
sired to  clear  the  docket,  and  he  movel  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  next  Citv  Council. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  W7ard  9  moved  an  i  definite  p  vt- 
ponement  of  the  resolves,  as  that  course  had  been 
taken  -n  regaid  to  the  charte;,  which  the  i*s  lves 
are  inteuded  to  supersede  to  some  extent.  The 
necessity  fo  such  a  resolution  may  not  b<-  appar- 
ent during  tbe  next  session,  or  if  it  is,  one  can  be 
drawn  that  would,  pet  haps,  better  meet  the  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  said  tbe  chatter  had 
been  referred  to  the  next  Ciiy  Council,  and  it 
seemed  proper  that  the  resolves  should  take  the 
same  course. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  Mr.  Kimball  had  exprassed 
his  idea-'.  The  charter  had  been  referred  to  the 
next  Council,  ana  he  hoped  this  trivial  macter 
would  be  tr?ated  m  tbe  way    ropdseo. 

Mr.  Jaques  sai  i  he  intended  to  say  "referred  ro 
the  next  City  Council."  His  allusion  to  the  iod°fi- 
nite  postpone  neat  of  the  chartei  was  a  slip  of  the 
tongue. 

Mr.  Shaw  opposed  an  indefinite  postponement, 
as  this  was  a  collateral  matter  and  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Council  with  the  charter, 
as  that  body  will  he  competent  to  consider  the 
whole  question. 

Mr.  Jaques  saia  his  reason  for  moving  an  indefi- 
nite postponement  ""as  that  the  obvious  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  the  reference  is  that  this  Coun- 
cil desires  the  cha'tei  to  be  considered  bv  tne 
next  one.  He  was  desirous  of  having  it  go  to  the 
next  Government  unembarrassed  by  any  particu- 
lar form  of  substitution. 

Mr.  Sha n  could  not  conceive  how  the  subject 
would  be  embarrassed  by  this  reference.  Give 
everybody  an  opportunity  to  offer  substitutes; 
and  let  us  give  them  all  the  information  we  can. 

Mr.  Howes  thought  Mi.  Shaw  had  changed  bis 
roind,  as  he  bad  been  explicitly  against  instruct- 
ing tne  next  Council. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  bad  not  used  the  word  in- 
strticted. 

Mr.  Howes  said  Mr.  Shaw  opposed  dictating  to 
them.  He  tbougnt  tbey  should  he  as  unbiassed  in 
regard  to  the  chart-r  as  to  the  rules. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  he  was  opposed  in  toto  ro  the 
principle  ot  tbe  resolves,  bur  was  willing  to  have 
the  next  Council  consider  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore  understood  from  the  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  other  branch  that  tbe  sub- 
stitute bad  been  referred  to  tbe  nexr  Council,  and 
asked  for  the  tuling  of  the  Chair  whether  tbe 
charter  or  the  substitute  only  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  Fitzgeralci  said  the  charter  was  the  report 
of  a  committee,  -vhile  the  resolves  were  tbe  ideas 
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of  one  member ;  and  he  opposed  forcing  tbe  ideas 
of  one  member  upor>  tbe  next  body. 

Mr.  Whrtmore  disclaimed  any  men  intention. 
It  was  a  trivial  matter,  and  he  hardly  supposed 
any  one  would  objtct  to  the  reference. 

The  President,  read  the  udorsemeot  on  the 
charter  papers,  that  the  wbole  subject  had  been 
referred  to  the  nexi  Ci^y  Council. 

Mr.  "Whitmore  ,=aid  be  had  oulv  intended  to  clear 
the  -orogramme.  He  withdrew  the  motion  to  re- 
fer, anc  on  his  motion  the  resolves  were  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

MYSTIC  VALLEY  SEWER. 

Mr,  Sweeiser  of  Ward  10— I  move  to  tak^  from 
the  table  the  order  for  a  loan  of  $205,000,  for  tbe 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  th*  Mystic  Vall°y,  that 
I  may  move  to  refer  it  to  the  next  Council.  When 
this  matter  was  introduced  ■".here  were  not  suffi- 
cient members  present  for  several  weeks  to  pass 
this  order.  Then  it  became  too  late  to  spend  the 
money  this  year.  I  therefore  move  to  take  it 
from  the  table,  m  order  that  it  may  be  refer ved  to 
tbe  next  Cooucii. 

The  order  was  takeo  from  the  table  aDd  re- 
ferred.   Sent  up. 

MILL-STREET  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.Flynn.from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets 
submitted  tbe  folio  wing : 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Joint  Standing  Coiimittee 
on  Streets  of  the  City  Council  be  aod  they  art) 
herebv  authorized  to  purchase  for  tbe  widening 
of  Mi'l  street,  in  Ward  24,  and  for  sanita-y  pur- 
poses, of  Franklin  King,  furnotexceeding  $13,000, 
his  mill,  with  all  tbe  rights  pertaining  to  it  and 
on  said  Mill  street,  as  shown  substantially  within 
cei  tain  shaded  red  lines  on  a  plan  made  by  the 
City  Surveyor  under  date  of  Sept.  10, 1875,  and  de- 
posited in  hi«  office,  whenever  the  other  abutteis 
than  said  King  upon  Mill  Pood  and  the  creek 
called  Smelt  Brook  Creek,  shall  agree  to  said  red 
lines  on  the  plan  referred  to  as  essentially  the 
boundaries  between  tbe  said  pond  and  creek  and 
thfir  estates,  the  title  and  agreements  to  be  ap- 
proved   by  the  City  Solicitor,  and  the  expense  of 


said  purchase  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Wider  log  Streets. 

Mr.  Burditt  of  Ward  16 — As  I  am  peibaps  better 
acquainted  with  that  marter  thao  others,  I  would 
explain  that  the  widening  of  Mill  strse."  is  some- 
thing we  have  been  endeavoring  to  have  done  tor 
the  last  four  years,  and  b7  tbe  conditions  of  this 
plan  it  will  be  no  additional  expense  to  the  city. 
It  is  merely  to  fix  tbe  lines  of  the  property,  and 
the  expense  of  purchasing  this  ptoperty  will  not 
be  greater  than  that  of  taking  what  the  city  would 
require  for  tbe  widening  ot  the  street.  During 
the  week  geitlemen  will  nave  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  plans  and  see  just  what  the  lines  are. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  leaoing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkei  of  Ward  14  tiie  Coun- 
cil adiourn^d. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    17,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  Clark,  Cnairman,  presiding. 

THE  ELECTION  RETTJRNS. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  Committee  on  Election 
Returns  are  not  prepared  to  make  a  report  ai  this 
time,  and  will  ask  foi  further  time.  The  delay  is 
caused  by  the  Clerk  of  Ward  10  not  making  the 
returns  required  of  bim  until  within  a  very  few 
minutes,  notwithstanding  that  the  City  Clerk  bas 
sent  to  him  repeatedly,  some  five  or  six  times  dur- 
ing the  past  two  days,  to  forward  them  to  City 
Hall. 

On  motion  of  Aldermao  Harris,  the  request  was 
granted,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins, tbe 
Board  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock 
P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    SO,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  atfoar  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUKORS    DBATN. 

Thirtv-four  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the 
Jaouary  term  of  ttie  Superior  Cent,  first  session; 
and  forty-eight  for  the  eecoud  session  ot  the 
same  court. 

ORDER  OF  NOTICE. 

Tbe  petition  oi  William  Elder,  for  leave  to 
maintain  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boner  it 
52  Leveret*,  street  was  considered  on  an  order  of 
Tioiice.  No  one  appearea  to  object  ano  the  peti- 
iion  was  rr'erred  to  the  Committee  oa  Steam  En- 
gines and  Boileis. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Melviu  &  Badger, 
for  leave  to  maintain  a  mortar  at  43  Temole  p'ace. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Simeon  B.  Smith,  for  extension  ol  rime  in  ?oich 
to  build  on  Albany  ard  Concord  streets. 

To  the  Special  Committee  on  Election  Returns. 
Ancuev  La  e  et  al.,  that  the  ba^ots  cast  lor  War- 
den in  Ward  14  b- recounted. 

James  O'Don  ell  ex  al.,  r- monstrance  against 
the  irsue  of  an  lis  lector's  certificate  to  Hugh  Can 
ot  Waro  7,  as  he  i»  a  noc-resid^nt. 

Patrick  Collins  et  al.,  that  the  ballots  cast  for 
Warden,  Clerk  i<na  Inspector  in  W;ra  6  be  re- 
counted. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. Elijah  Smith,  fo:  aDatement  of  taxes  as- 
sessed in  1872-73-74. 

To  the  Com.mil tee  on  Health  on  the  part  ot  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leevs  to  occupy  stables  bv 
Michael  Rvan,  new  stable,  one  horse,  Perrii  gtoQ 
street,  betwe  n  Bremen  and  Chelsea  srr.  ets;  John 
Mage,  oid  stiblf,  three  horses,  406  East  Third 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Pavina.  Lucy  S.  Cun- 
riDgiiam,  to  be  compensated  for  giade  damages 
on  Rockland  street. 

Horatio  Harris  tnat  Eastern  avenue  and  Mid- 
land street  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Fred  P. 
Owen,  io  be  oaidfoi  damages  oo  account  of  his 
Wagon  colliding  «itli  a  tree  in  P  stiesi. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Report  ard  order  for  conTiCt.  tor  water  pipes  to 
he  delivered  next  yea/,  at  an  expens-  of  $ 50.000, 
payment  therefor  to  be  made  ou  May  10,  1876. 
Order  passe ■>—  yeas  11.  nays  o. 

Report  aud  order  foi  Mavor  to  peri'ion  for  au- 
thority to  regulate  transportation  of  explosive 
substances  ttuough  the  city.  Orde.-  passed. 
Order  for  a  transfer  of  $2500  from  "a:  in  pipe'  in 
Bos ' on  moper,  South  and  East  Boston,  Rnxbuiv 
and  DoivhfSter,"  to  the  appropriation  for  Chest- 
nut Hill  Driveway.    Passed— yeas  11.  nays  0. 

Order  to  appropriate  not  exceeding  $417.35,  f  or 
cmereriig  walks  on  Independence  square,  to  be 
transferred  from -'superii  tendence  and  labor  o  ■ 
Common  and  public  grounds."  Pass:d— yeas  11, 
nays  0. 

Order  authorizing  not  exceedicg  $1000  to  be  ex- 
pended for  watering  the  streets  arouno  the  Pub- 
lic Grounds,  i;>  addition  to  the  sum  already  ap- 
propriated, to  be  charged  toJCommon  aud  Puobc 
Grounds.    Passed. 

The  report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $205,000.  for 
the  construction  of  a  sewei  in  the  Mystic  Valley, 
came  up  referred  to  the  next  City  Council.  Cou- 
Ciured. 

Order  for  Mavor  to  petition  next  Congress  ror 
an  appropriate  commemoration  of  ibe  last  battle- 
fielo  of  the  Revolution,  at  Yorktown,  Virginia 
(City  Doc.  No.  110),  came  up  with  anamenameut 
to  insert  "present"  instead  of  'next  Congress." 
Concurred. 

SWETT  STREET. 

A.  report  and  order  came  down  for  Committee 
on  Finance  to  find  'he  means  for  raisins  the  gtade 
of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad,  and 
building  abutments  to  proposed  railroad  bridge 
on  East  Chaster  park  extended  (City  Doc.  No. 
123),   with  an   amendment   lor  Said  committee  to 


"consider  the  expediency  of  reporting"  an  order 
providing  said  means. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  passage 
of  the  order  as  amtneed. 

Atdsrman  Pre«cott — I  was  in  hopes  this  matter 
of  Swett  street  was  ooae  with  *or  this  year,  at 
least;  bat  before  ne  ask  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to  consider  the  expediency  of  borrowing 
$112,000  more  on  this  Swett  street  scheme, it  seems 
to  me  we  had  better  consider  tl  e  expediency  of 
asking  them  to  con-iderthe  expediency  of  borrow- 
ing that  money.  When  the  appropriation  of 
$376,000  was  made,  it  was  aistincclv  stated  that 
that  would  be  sufficient  to  build  Swett  »treetfiom 
Dorchester  avenue  on  the  South  Boston  side  to 
Albany  sueet  on  this  side — from  one  end  to  the 
other.  In  fact,  it  was  stated  bv  one  of  the  com- 
mittee that  thev  hoped  to  do  all  the  work  for 
$300,000.  Nevertheless,  $376,000  was  appropriated, 
ano  we  were  told  that  the  estimates  were  very  lib- 
eral. I  note  among  the  estimates  original- 
ly laid  before  tnis  Board  towards  the  close 
of  tast  year,  23,000  squares,  at  $6  a 
square ;  and  I  understand  that  has  been  given  oat 
at  $4  a  square,  making  a  saving  of  $46,000  from 
the  $376,000  appropriated.  Inasmush  as  the  statr- 
meot  was  made  that  $376,000  would  budd  the 
street  from  one  end  to  >he  other,  and  inasmuch 
a*-  they  ha  Te  saved  $46,000  in  one  item,  I  would 
like  to  have  from  the  Conmittee  on  Streets  some 
furl  her  light  upon  this  subject.  I  believe  I  stated 
to  this  Boara  in  December,  1874,  and  two  or  three 
times  this  \ear,  that  this  project  or  s„heme— for  I 
have  known  or  no  scheme,  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  Government,  which  bas  been 
pushed  bv  private,  inteiested  parties,  as  this  has 
been— would  cost  cot  less  tnan  half  a  mil- 
lion dollars.  The  appropriation  already 
made  and  asked  to  be  made  figures  up 
some  $486,000  ;  and  as  in  r?ismg  me  grade 
of  thi«  road  the  city  is  compelled  by  tbe  terms 
to  hold  the  companvfr-e  of  land  or  water  dam- 
ages to  adj  icent  procerty  by  the  charges  made  in 
rbe  grade," I  think  the  sum!  stated,  $500,000,  will 
n<H  cover  the  final  cost.  I  hope  to  hear  from  the 
Committee  on  Sireec?  before  this  subject  goes  to 
the  ComoDict-  e  on  Finance. 

Alderman  Worthiogton— I  am  cot  so  well  posted 
in  this  matter  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  has  been  engaged  in  the  negotiations;  but  I 
remember  very  well  the  remarks  made  at  the 
time  in  regard  to  this  buildiig  of  Swett  sireet 
ard  the  bridge.  Tbe  committee  fully  believed 
then  that  *hey  could  complete  the  work  for 
$376,000;  but  since  then  the  raising  tbe  grane  and 
building  the  bridge  have  come  up,  and  they  have 
be^n  considered  by  the  committee  aud  toe  com- 
missioners. First,'  the  talk  was  to  have  Swett 
street  run  over  the  bridge,  but  it  would  have  to 
be  carried  some  thnty-five  feet  above  the  bridge. 
and  every  one  will  see  ;t  a  <riaaee  that  that  could 
not  be  doce,  as  we  could  collect  no  betterments, 
the  street  bei  ig  much  higher  than  the  rail 'oac. 
Then  the  que«tib->  came,  how  should  w-  manage 
to  clear  the  railroad  so  <>s  to  have  the  street  cross 
at  grade?  The  comarittee  aud  the  commissioners 
were  very  stro.  glv  of  the  opinion  that,  although 
it  would  cost  mo«e,  yet  in  the  end  it  would  be 
vastly  bettrr  for  the  public  aud  the  railioad  to 
havethe  track  of  tue  latter  raised,  as  that  would 
not  cost  so  much  as  it  sould  to  raise  the  street. 
Then  came  the  question  how  to  g"t  the  railroad 
company  to  raise  their  tracks.  Everv  induce- 
ment was  off  red  them  to  laise  tbe  giade  at  their 
own  expense;  bnt  anyone  can  see  that  itw.-uld 
be  no  ooject,  tri  them  to  do  so.  They  were  satis- 
fied with  their  grade.  It  was  the  public  who 
wanted  the  track  raised,  and  they  rather  preferred 
to  h'  v«  it  remair  as  ltwa.'.  But  the  committee 
and  the  commissioners  conceived  that  the  public 
woul.)  demand  that  the  track  shoulo  be  raised  so 
that  the  stieet  could  pass  under  it,  and  remove  all 
liability  of  accioent;  and  then  commenced  the 
negotiations,  the  result  of  winch  you  see  here. 
We  ask  the  Committee  on  Firance  to  raise  the 
money  to  finish  Swett  street  and  build  the  retais- 
ing  A'alls,  and  at  the  same  time  to  raise  cue  track, 
so  as  to  make  a  complete  job  of  it.  This  amount 
also  covers  the  bridge  over  East  Chester  park,  as 
\v<  II  as  Swett  street. 

Alderman  Prescott— When  this  matter  was  laid 
before  the  Board,  I  asVted  for  a  recommitment  of 
tbe  subject  tn  the  Committee  ou  Streets,  m  order 
that  no  pxoenditure  should  be  made  until  full  ar- 
rangements were  made  to  build  the  street  from 
Dorchester  avenue  to  Albany  street,  including  the 
airangements  with  the  Hartford  &  Erie— now  the 
New  Yoik  &  New  Euglaud— Railioad.  for  raising 
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he  giade  of  (heir  tiacks;  but  it  was  said  that  I 
was  a  ni'iiontr  of  one  in  this  Boar  J,  ana  that  I 
simply  made  the  motion  for  delay.  I  made  thac 
motion  in  order  that  the  Committee  on  Streets 
might  not  ti  il  themselves  entirely  at  the  mercy 
Of  the  railroad.  The  management  of  this  matter 
from  beginning  to  eod  has  been  the  most  unbusi- 
ness  like  of  any  large  titm  action  chat  I  have 
known  in  oitv  Hall.  A.i  ranee  .rents  were  made 
for  buildi  ie  Sweit  street  from  Dorcnester  avecue 
to  the  railroad  on  the  one  side,  and  troun  the  rail- 
road to  AlbaDy  street  on  the  other,  with  no  ar- 
rangements for  building  the  intervening  space. 

AU  ennan  Wortlij' gtoii—v>  hat  does  the  Alder- 
man rxean  oy  "intervening  space"? 

Alderman  Prescott— I  meau  the  intervening 
space  covered  by  the  tracks  of  the  New  York  & 
New  Engla  o  Railroad.  I  stated  then— and  the 
sequel  has  proved  that  I  was  correct — tln.t  the 
Committee  on  Stn  <s  would  find  themselves  en- 
tirely at  tie  mercy  of  the  railroad  company.  Of 
course  th.y  must  make  some  arrangements  to 
cross  tbat  track,  in.  as  tne  Ald-rinau  from  the 
Highlands  has  said, 'he  result  of  the  negotiation 
is  as  you  see.  The  srieet  which  the  chairman 
hoped  ro  build  for  $300,000  ha-  alrejdv  co«t 
$480,000.  I  make  thb  prediction  that  the  next  City 
Council  will  have  to  make  an  appropriation  to  pay 
for  grade  damages. 

Alderman  Powei  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Clark— In  the  original  plan  for  build- 
ing Swett-street  estimates  w-re  made  of  $100,000 
for  building  this  bridge  over  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Railioad,  aod  the  ordei  passed  this 
Board.  There  never  has  been  any  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  the  Street  Co  nmissioneis  as  to  whether 
the  roafi  should  go  over  or  undur  the  track.  They 
have  always  bceu  of  the  ooii  ton  ibat  Swett  street 
should  go  in  det  the  railioad  and  that  the  track 
should  be  raised,  and  that  expense  was  incluoed 
in  the  original  estimates.  The  order  for  $476,000 
passed  the  board  and  went  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, where  it  was  as^ei  tained  that  a  law  was  passed 
a  year  or  two  ago,  providing  for  the  building  of  this 
street,  which  contained  a  provision  like  this :  It  tDe 
city  of  Boston  anu  the  Hartford  &  Erie  Railroad 
coiil.'  not  agr,-e  ubon  the  grade  of  the  tracks 
where  they  crossed  Swett  street,  either  partv 
could  ,;o  to  the  Railroad  Coiumis:  ioners,  who 
should  tix  the  grade  at  which  these  tiacks  should 
cross  Swett  street;  and  after  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners had  fixed  the  grade,  the  railroad 
should  pay  for  the  taising,  if  any.  The  Hartford 
&  Erie  Railroad  had  made  no  opposition  to  the 
construction  of  Sweit  street.  The  Council  amenu- 
ed  that  oroer,  striking  off  $100,000,  woich  was  the 
estimated  cost  of  raising  the  grade  at  the  railroad 
track  and  building  the  budge;  aud,  as  members 
of  this  Board  well  know,  it  ame  down  lieie  and 
was  aassed  in  tbat  form.  During  the  summer  the 
committee  aid  Street  Commissioners  have  been 
negotiating  and  trying  to  make  <ome  arrange- 
ment with  the  company  to  ivise  that  track.  We 
have  takeo  the  pains  to  find  out  wtut.  grade  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  would  tix,  orovidn  g  *e 
went  to  them;  and  we  found  that  tbey  would  es- 
tablish the  yraoe  exactly  as  it  is  touts'.  That  is 
all  the  company  want;  they  don't  wish  to  have 
their  tracts  cistoi  bed.  They  were  shrewd  enough 
to  know  that  that  was  exactly  tue  situatioo  when 
thev  allowed  us  to enmmence  the  construction  of 
thissteet.  We  car;  go  to  the  Railroad  Commission- 
ers and  they  will  establish  the  grade  of  the  street 
exactly  as  it  is  todav,  ancVjwe  will  nave  to  construct 
a  bridge  thiity  feet  above  if.  which  wi  1  cost  a 
gieat  deal  rnoie  than  it  will  to  paj  for  raising  the 
grade  of  ihe  tracks.  Those  are  the  facts,  Mr. 
Chairman.  You  will  rino  in  City  Document  107 
of  1874,  that  in  making  up  the  cost  or 
buildu  g  8*ett  street,  estimates  weie  put 
in  for  raiting  the  grade  ot  the  tracks  and 
building  the  brio  ge.  It  was  thought  worth  while 
to  make  ao  attempt  to  have  tbat  grade  raiseo  at 
the  expense  of  the  comoarv;  that  attempt  has 
been  made,  and  if  the  City  Council  chooses  to  go 
to  the  Railioad  Commissioners  and  ask  them  to 
establish  the  made  of  this  road,  they  will  fix  it  at 
precisely  what  it  is  today;  and  gintlemen  of  the 
Boaid  jati  ell  see  what  the  position  the  ci^y 
would  be,  in  being  compelled  10  build  abiilge 
thirty-tarec  feet  in  the  air  to  get  over  this  track. 
The  only  other  way  to  settle  this  matter  is  to  go 
to  the  Legislature  and  esk  them  to  allow  (he  city 
to  cross  this  track  tx,  grade  for  a  certain  number 
of  yeais.  That  has  been  suggested  to  the  railroad 
company,  but  thej  decline  to  entertain  it  and  will 
oppose  it.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
cost  of  building  Swett  street  will  be  less  thau  the 


estimates  madft.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  contract  for 
the  filling  was  let  out  to  responsible  parties  at  $4 
a  squave  instead  of  $6,  as  w  originally  estimat- 
ed. The  work  is  beag  rapidly  done,  and  the 
portion  b-.tween  Dorchester  avenue  and  the  rail- 
road bridge,  I  understand,  is  nearly  completed.  I 
see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  mere  cost  of 
buildirg  the  street  will  be  more  than  $375,000,  the 
amount  appropriated.  The  paving  and  macadam- 
izing were  estimated  at.  $87,000,  but  I  i)-  n't  see 
how  the  tilling;  of  toe  street,  unless  it  very  largely 
exceeas  the  estimates,  will  be  more  than  $375,000. 
The  ffork  i  neaily  completer  from  Dorchester  ave- 
nue to  the  railroad  tiack,  and  it  will  very  soon  be 
commenced  on  the  other  side.  Some  way  has  jot 
to  be  devised  of  getting  across  tne  riaek  to 
Hampden  street,  a,no  the  most  economical  way 
i«  for  the  city  to  buiid  ihe  Diidge.  The  company 
do  uot  desire'  io  have  their  tracks  disturbed  ;  they 
would  tathsr  be  let  alone.  But  they  are  willing  to 
do  this  work  at  whit  our  City  Engia  er  says  is  a 
fair  ana  ipasonable  price— the  lowest  they  can 
afford  to  do  (he  work  for— it  .  e  will  bear  ihe  ex- 
pense. That  is  all.  It  is  a't  for  their  interest  ro 
have  the  grade  raised;  but  it  is  to  accommodate 
the  city  in  the  construction  ot  this  stieet.  Wheth- 
er the  building  of  that  street  was  a  wise  m.'  sure 
or  not  it.  not  the  subject  for  discussion  at  present. 
The  measuie  received  ihe  almost  unanimous  ap- 
proval of  this  Board,  and  I  Delieve  it  meats  with 
general  appiobatioT  of  the  citizens,  and  when 
completed  f  think  it  will  bu  as  important  a  pro- 
ject as  has  been  undertaken  bv  ihe  city  for  many 
years.  I  don't  kno  w  of  aoy  otb  er  explanation  I  can 
give.  It  is  a  very  simple  matter.  Phe  aporopna- 
tion  for  the  briege  w«.s  stricken  ou  ey  the  Coun- 
cil because  it  was  supposed  that  ai  airangement 
migh^  ce  made  for  the  lailroad  io  build  the  bridge 
and  raise  th-  grade  anc  pay  tb^  bills  themselves; 
but  that  has  beMi  found  to  he  impossible,  and  the 
only  wav  to  cross  it  ;s  to  build  the  budg^  over  it, 
or  pay  them  for  raising  the  trick,  or  make  an  at- 
tempt to  get  an  ait  from  the  Legislature  to  cros* 
it  at  grade. 

vldcrman  Buriage— What  is  to  ba  the  grade  of 
the  railroad?  How  high  is  it  to  be  above  Sweit 
street? 

Alaerman  Claik— The  grade  of  the  track  will  be 
raised  tighteeu  feet. 

Aldeinian  Prescott — It  is  true,  as  the  Alderman 
from  new  Wain  11  says,  that "thpse  atetbefacts." 
These  are  the  facts  which  I  presented  to  the 
Board  when  the  appropriation  of  $376,000  was 
asked  for  and  granted;  acd  tl  ey  are  the  facts 
which  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets 
at  that  time  denied.  He  said  the  city  were  not 
rbliged  to  raise  the  tracks  of  the  Hartford  &  Erie 
Railroad.  He  said  the  cost  of  the  whole  project 
would  not  exceed  $376,000.  and  he  thought  it 
could  be  done  for  $300,000.  When  the  appropria- 
tion ror  $376,000  was  made,  the  chairman  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Streets,  who  has  ius't  taken  his 
seat,  said— 

•'Tbe  railroad  pays  tor  the  raising  ot  the  grade. 
It  is  as  plain  as  A  B  C  that  tie  la*  requires  them 
to  make  such  alterations  in  the  grade  a ;  aiensce>s- 
sary." 

Then,  again— 

"That  the  $376,000  is  enough  to  build  the  street 
from  beginning  to  end,  and  it  can  be  done  foi  a 
great  deal  less." 

Aldermau  Clark — Will  the  Alderman  read  that 
again? 

Alderman  Prescott— It  is  on  page  149  of  the 
minutes  ot  the  meeting  ot  March  2, 1875 — 

"The  $376,000  is  enough  to  build  the  stieet  from 
begiioing  to  end,  and  it  can  be  done  for  a  great 
deal  less." 

And  tney  have  com»  with  a  request  for  $112,- 
000  mcie.    Then  again  he  says — 

"these  estimates  are  exceedingly  liberal.  I 
hope  tne.  street  will  be  built  for  $300,000." 

I  hope  the  treet  will  be  built  for  $500,000,  but  I 
do  i:oc  believe  it  will.  I  shall  not  further  oppose 
the  ri."erenc'  of  this  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  as  it  must  naturally  go  to  them.  The 
city  is  pledged  to  the  project  ano  there  is  nothing 
else  for  the  committee  to  do  but  to  re  port  an  or- 
der authorizing  the  City  Treasurer  to  borrow 
$112,000.  But  I  could  nor  help  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  to  this  matter  to  confirm  what  I 
said  vhen  the  appropriation  of  $376,000  was  made, 
that  another  appropriation  of  over  $100,000  would 
be  called  for,  and  I  *as  answered  by  the  remark 
that  I  made  tbe  motion  for  a  recommitment 
simply  as  a  stumbling  block  in  the  putting 
through  of  this  street.  I  nave  been  opposed  to 
this  matter  from  begiuning  to  end,  and  most  cer- 
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tainly  I  shoul )  oppo'e  this  most  unbusiosss-like 
method  of  carrying  out  this  project.  But  if  che 
Comaiittee  on  Finance  report  an  order  for  $112,000, 
I  shall  cast  ay  first  vote  m  favor  of  Swett  street, 
because  the  city  is  pledged  to  it,  and  it  must  go 
through. 

Alderman  Claik— I  did  siate — and  I  believe  it 
now— that  the  sueet  wi'l  be  built  for  $376,000. 
"We  wero  informed  by  those  who  ought  to  know, 
by  men  who  ban  made  a  business  of  the  stuly 
and  practice  of  law,  that  the  act  compelleo  the 
railroad  eornp-uy  to  raise  the  graae  of 
tneir  tracks  at  their  own  expense.  That  was 
the  information  which  came  to  us  from  lawyers 
in  the  other  branch,  and  we  took  it  for  grafted 
that  we  should  be.  $100,000  in,  atd  consequently 
that  amount  was  s'.rickea  off.  But  the  whole  pro- 
jsct  is  n't  going  to  cost  so  much  as  was  originally 
estimated.  For  the  information  of  the  Aioermen 
I  will  read  the  act: 

"15.  If  any  diffrtii-nce  of  opin:oo  shal'  arise  be- 
tween the  city  ol  Boston  ant)  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Raihoad  Company  with  reference 
to  the  grade  at  which  the  way  authorized  by  the 
seventy-eighth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  1869,  and  by 
the  114th  chaptet  of  the  acts  of  1874,  shall  cro;S 
the  tracks  of  said  rainoad,  or  as  to  toe  raising  or 
lowering  the  »aic  way,  or  the  tiacks  of  saia  rail- 
road, or  as  to  the  relative  graae  of  said  way  and 
said  railroad,  either  narty  may  apply  to  the  Board 
of  Railroad  Com  mission  ;is,  and  taereupou  said 
board  shall  as  soon  as  possiole  fix  the  trace  of 
said  laihoaii  at  the  place  where  said  way  saall 
cross  it  so  as  to  enable  the  said  citv  to  lav  out  said 
waj  under  said  railroad  at  no  lower  grade,  or  to 
lay  out  said  way  over  said  railroad  at  rio  higher 
g-ade,  thau  the  public  interests  require. 

"16,  Xhe  oaid  railroad  comoanv  shall  at  its  own 
expense  change  the  grade  of  said  railroad  to  con- 
form to  the  grade  fixed  by  said  Boatd  of  Railroad 
Commissioners  within  one  year  after  the  fixing  of 
said  grade ;  and  the  said  city  shall  builo  atits  own 
expense  an  iron  bridge  for  Slid  crossing  to  the 
satisfaction  of  ?aid  board,  and  of  sufficient  width 
for  a  double  track,  aud  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing and  repairing  the  abutments  of  said  bridge 
shall  thereafter  '>e  borne  by  said  city." 

Mr.  Ooairwan — It  was  evident  that  this  act  was 
passed  because  the  building  of  Swett  street  was 
found  to  be  a  public  necessity,  aud  we  were  told 
by  men  who  ought  to  have  known,  that 
this  act  would  compel  the  railroad  to  laise 
or  lower  their  grade  so  that  we  might 
go  over  or  under  it,  ann  thit  the  company  would 
have  to  pay  the  expense.  But  when  we  came  to 
make  inquiries,  we  found  quite  a  different  state  of 
things.  We  found  that  if  this  track  was  to  be 
altered  to  accommodate  the  city  at  the  incon- 
venience of  the  lailroad  "orporation,  we  musr  pay 
tor  the  alteration;  and  we  found  that  we  could 
not  auree  with  th- railroaci  company  to  raise  or 
lower  their  track  a  single  foot  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. When  we  weat  to  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners to  get  theii  ideas,  we  found  out  very  sud- 
denly that  the  grade  would  be  fixed  Drecisely  as  it 
exists  today,  aud  that  we  should  have  to  go  over 
the  tracks.  Consequently,  we  di.>  '.tot  go  to  the 
commissioners  ?ud  ask  theai  to  establish  the 
grade;  but  we  did  the  next  best  thine— -we  made 
the  best  bargain  we  could  with  the  railroad  com- 
pany to  raise  the  grade  and  build  toe  abutments 
ami  budgss  tln-mselves,  and  to  maintain  the  same 
forever.  That  is  exactly  the  way  in  which  S  ett 
street  stands  at  the  present  ti  .  e.  If  fe  could 
have  compelled  tbain  to  raise  the  grade  at  their 
own  expense,  I  should  have  been  v -ry  glad  to 
have  don-  it;  but  th  it,  s?as  found  to  be  an  impos- 
sibility, and  the  only  thing  to  De  done  >  as  to  have 
the  tracks  raised  so  that  we  cau  go  under  them, 
instead  of  beiug  compelled  to  build  a  bridge  over 
them. 

Aldt-.rmao  Hams—  I  desire  to  confirm  whil  the 
chairman  has  stated  in  reeard  to  ihe  cost.  It 
wilt  not  be  so  great  as  we  estimated  originally. 
If  nentleuier,  will  refer  to  the  report  submitted 
by  the  co'n  nittee  tbey  will  find  that  the  Engineer 
estimated  that  it  would  require  23,000  squares  to 
fid  Sw ett  street.  One-half  of  the  street  has  now 
been  Wed  and.  we  find  that  we  shall  savs  some 
6000  squares,  whic'',  at  $6  a  square,  is  originally 
estimated,  will  amount  to  $36,000.  On  tue  17,000 
squares  letnaining  we  save  $2  a  square,  or  $34,000, 
the  contract  for  the  filling  having  been  awarded 
at  $4  a  square,  instead  of  $6,  as  estimated.  There- 
fore, I  think  the  chairman  is  correct  in  statiug 
that  we  shall  probably  save  $100,000  from  ihe 
oiigmal  estimates. 
The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 


Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

COMMUNICATIONS    FROM  CITY    OFFICERS 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Report  that 
in  consequence  of  the  increased  amount  of  work 
required  for  the  pauper  carnage  it  ha-  been 
necessary  to  purchase  two  hotses  to  be  nsed  in- 
stead of  one,  an  i  tne  item  for  pauoer  expenses 
included  the  keeping  of  oniv  one  horse,  and  a 
transfer  of  $800  from  "Support  of  Persons"  is  re- 
quested. 

Request  for  authority  to  day  bill  of  $310.91  of  E. 
B.  Vanoevar  &  Co.,  from  general  appropriation  for 
Steamboat. 

Severally  refeired  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions.    Sent  dowD. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Schedules  of  cost  of 
con 'tructiu a  '■ <■ «• ers  as  follow-:  Dorchester  ave- 
Due,  $1835.15;  Norfolk  avenue  andFiarklin  street, 
Hu.apniey,  Hamlet,  Boston,  etc.,  $20,978;  Dor- 
chester and  Savin  Hill  avenues,  Pleasant  and 
Tfioiuley  s'reets,  $12,081.84;  Wall  street,  $789.07; 
Porter  and  Jess  streets,  $806.03;  Highland  stieet. 
$3542.54;  Harrison  avenue,  $279.53;  Mavr-iick 
street,  $933.38;  Athens  stieet.  $255.86;  Woodville 
square,  $1505.09;  Saltm  street  and  avenue,  $618.22; 
severally  lef erred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

ALDERMEN'S  CONTINGENT  FUND. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Comoiittee  oo  Finance  (bar  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts represents  that  an  additional  appropria- 
tion is  needed  for  the  •  ontingent  fund  ot  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the  committee  recom- 
mend ihe  passage  ot  the  following: — 

Ordered,  That  the  Aucli'orof  -  ccounts  be  aud 
he  hereby  is  authoiized  to  iransier  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  the  sum  of  $700. 

Read  once. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Harris  offeied  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  County  accounts: 

Orderec,  That  mere  be  alio  ied  and  paid  to  th? 
proprietors  ot  the  Social  Law  Library,  under  the 
provision:  of  section  10,  chapter  33  of  th?  General 
Statutes,  aud  chapter  215  ot  tue  act:  of  1863,  the 
sum  of  $1000;  sa  o  sum  to  be  eharged  to  th-  ap- 
propriation for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Bead  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Taai  the  Committee  on  Couuty  Ac- 
counts be  authorized  to  make  such  arrangements 
with  ihe  Register  "f  Deeds  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient tor  the  preparation  of  the  classified  and 
descriptive  indices  to  the  Suffolk  Deeds  for  the 
year  1876,  including  attackrne  ts  and  mechanics' 
iieus,  and  also  an  index  to  the  sales  of  real  estate 
for  taxes,  or  for  sewernge,  btt'erment  ana  other 
assessm  nts,  and  to  plars  hied  in  the  registi  y  din- 
ing that  time;  ihe  expanse,  note.raeeoiug  the  sum 
ot  $4100,  to  oe  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  Couuty  of  Suffolk 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Aldermni  Rarris  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Oroered,  That  $72.50  be  abated  from  James  B. 
Ames;  $31.90  fioai  John  Bur-hair  .  and  $5S  fiom 
James  H.  Reed  el  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  passageway 
between  Mar. borough  aud  Bacon  streets,  and 
$82.65  of  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  F.  H. 
Moore. 

Read  twice  Mid  oas<ed. 

Reports  that  tweotv-six  schedules  of  the  cost  of 
constructing  sewers  (previously  referred  to  them) 
are  correct,  witu  oi tiers  for  the  assessment  and 
coll-ction  of  the  same.  The  orders  were  i"ad 
twice  and  passed. 

LAND   DAMAGES,  ETC. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
tho  Committee  ou  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  of  notice  to  Thomtis  Sproules  aud  all  oth- 
ers inter*  sted  "to  quit"  ou  H>  ata  .Mace  ou  or  be- 
fore Jan.  5  .  ext.    Parsed. 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages— Isaac  H.  Cary, 
$1500.  laving  out  and  widening  of  Tremont  place  ; 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation,  $422.  ad- 
ditional, for  location  of  Lincoln  street  by  vote  of 
Brighton  of  June  15  1st:!:  L.  \V.  Tappan,  Jr., 
$1750,  lavinff  out  and  widening  of  Fott  avenue; 
Levi  B.  Morse  and  Edwin  A.  Keinick,  $3.iS4,  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  the  Roxbury  Grammar 
School,  by  1  -vinn  out  Swett  Street;  George  E. 
M  run,  $943.80,  laving  oat  Terrace  str,-et ;  Honors 
MeNiiltv,  $58.80,  widening  of  .Baxter  street;  Ellen 
Ahem,  $57.  wtoeoing  of  Baxter  street.  Severally 
it    d  twice  and  passed. 
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THE  BURNING  OF  THE  RICE  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Aid-  raian  Power  offered  the  fallowing: 

O.  (I  ere  J,  That  in  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ines  inquire  imo  arid  report  to  the  City  Coined 
the  cajse  of  thetiivs  whe.eoy  the  Rice  School- 
house  was  oestroyed  and  the  Conies  Schoolhouse 
partially  destioved  on  the  numing  of  Dec.  20, 
1876. 

Alderman  Pi escoti  said  he  had  intended  to  ot- 
ter an  order  on  the  same  subject,  and  inasmuch 
as  the  one  offered  by  Aldermai  Power  did  not 
correctly  describe  the  building,  lie  would  offer  the 
following-  as  a  substitute : 

Ordered,  That  t' e  G  mmittee  ou  Public  Build- 
ings thoroughly  i»>v8stigar- and  report  ihe  origin 
of  the  firfs  this  day,  Dec.  20,  i.i  the  Rice  School- 
house,  Dartmouth  st  eet,  and  the  Phillips-street 
schoolhouse.  Phillips  st-eet,  Highlands;  the  ex- 
pense, if  any,  attending  the  sam» ,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appiopriation  for  Schoolhouses,  l*ublic 
Buildings. 

Aldermp.n  Prescott  sai  I  th-  committee  intended 
to  thoroughly  investigate  the  matter,  but  thought 
it  best  to  obtain  the  authority  of  the  Board,  l'he 
security  of  public  buildings,  and  especially  school- 
houses,  had  teceived  thei  serious  attentiou  of  the 
cowuo'ttee,  in  pursuance  of  an  oider  offered  by 
Alderman  Woitiuosrtoii  la.-f  year.  Precautions 
have  been  taken  at  everv  point  where  danger  was 
apprehended.  Out  of  269  public  buildings,  only 
slight  changes  were  recommendeo  lu  twe-  ty  or 
thirty  by  the  Inspector,  which  were  immediately 
made. 

Alderman  Worthiugton  said  the  order  he  intro- 
duced was  in  reference  to  standpices  in  school 
buildings,  and  he  mquiied  what  had  been  done  in 
repaid  to  them. 

Alderman  Prescott  leplieii  thpt  provision  for 
standpipes  had  been  made  iii  all  the  new  build- 
ings, and  they  had  been  put  in  old  ones  where  it 
was  praetiea  tj'ie. 

Alderman  Power  accepted  the  substitute,  and  it 
was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  oown. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Prescott  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  Thatth.'  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  repair 
the  damage  caused  by  rue  to  'he  Rice  Grammar 
Schoolhouse,  Dartmouth  street)  at  ?.n  estimated 
costot  $25,000;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses, 
Public  Buildings. 

Alec  man  Prescott  explained  that  it  vras  ex- 
pectea  thai  tuisexjense  could  be  borne  oy  the 
regular  appropriation  and  that  no  tiansfer  would 
be  iieejed. 

Th*  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

KICE  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  t.ie  following: 

Orde.ed,  That  the  Comnjittee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  temporary  accom- 
modations for  the  pupils  of  the  Rice  School 
duiiug  the  repairs  ut'un  the  building  made  reces- 
saiy  by  the  damage  caused  by  fire ;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Scltoolhou-es, 
Public  Buildings. 

AlGeraan  Prfscott  explained  tlat  the  accom- 
modations could  be  furnished  in  toe  new  school- 
house  on  tbe  Back  Bay,  ia  the  old  Frarklin 
Schoolhouse  on  Washington  street,  and  ia  the 
Girls'  High  School  or  Ne  «ton  street.  The  classes 
would  have  to  be  colonizeo  till  the  beginning  of 
the  text  school  year. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

MT.  WASHINGTON-AVENUE  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges: 

Order.- d,  That  the,  Committee  on  Budges  be 
authorized  roconiract  for  budding  a  superintend- 
ents office  ou  Mt.  Wasbirgton-aveuue  Bridge,  at 
an  expense  >  ot  exceeding  $850;  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  pa.-sed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Reports  and  orcers  to  pay  fr>r  grade  damages  as 
follows:  P.  J.  Cimningjam,  $200,  36  Newbern 
street;  Thomas  Foye.  $450,  Westo.i  and  Newbern 
streets;  Wi  Jifred  Ha.ner,  $200, 34  Newbern  stieet. 
Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  toe  street  leading  ftom  Norfolk 
avenue,  Roxbury,  to  Cottage  street, in  Dorchester, 
he-etofore  called  Franklin  street,  be  heteafter 
called  and  known  as  "Norfolk  avenue,"  it  beiDg  a 


continuation  of  said  avenue;  and  that  the  Suoer- 
intendent  of  Streets  be  directed  to  place  street 
signs  upon  and  number  said  avenue. 

Read  twice  ann  Dassed. 

Report  and  order  to  establish  the  grade  ot 
Bath  stieet  as  shown  on  anlan  dared  Sept.  15th, 
1875,  and  deposited  in  the  City  Siuveyoi  s  office). 
Order  read  twice  and  oasseo. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $51.48  be  abated  from 
the  ?,mount  of  $130  assessed  John  A.  Lowell  for 
edgestones  on  Bromley  street,  and  that  th  amount 
abated  be  assessed  Gottlei'o  R.  Reichardt  for 
edgestones  on  said  Bromley  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permit,  on  usual 
conditions,  to  William  R.  Cavauaeh  to  move 
'wooden  buildings  from  Savin  Hill  avenup  to  Gib- 
son stieet  (DorehestT);  and  fiom  Washingtoo 
street  near  Bowdoin  stieet  to  Washington  street 
near  Haivard  stieet  (Dorchester).  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

Reports  "f  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  P. 
H.  McGlynn  and  C.  McGlynn,  tor  grade  carnages 
on  Millmoi't  street;  Ivoty  Harmon  et  al..  that  the 
grade  of  Morela-  d  street  be  lowered.  Severally 
accepted. 

Reports  that  no  action  if.  aece-sary  on  petitions 
of  Thomas  J.  Hompr  et  al.,  against  proposed  re- 
duction of  grade  of  Moreland  street;  and  Clara  E. 
Batila'n  to  be  pain  for  grade  damages  on  Colum- 
bia street,  Ward  16.    s-verallv  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow  submitted  repoits  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  folio  vs : 

Wagon  Licenses  Granted — Thomas  V.  Cook, 
minor;  G.H.  Perkins, corttr  Churtfn  and  lremont 
streets. 

Auctioneer's  License  G. anted— Louis  O.  Gross- 
man, 1209  Tr  mont  street. 

Amusement  Licei  se  Gi  anted — Arthur  Cheney, 
Globe  Tbeatie. 

Intelligence  Offices;  Licensed — A.  P.  Murphy, 
177  Shaw mut  avenue;  L.  A.  Stephens,  10  Maple 
place. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Pn  »ei  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common,  in  favor  of  granting 
leave  to  remove  trees,  at  the  expense  ot  petition- 
ers, under  direction  of  Superintendemof  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  as  follows:  Le  vis  Wolf,  one 
tree,  88 Main  stieet ;  Mary  Kenney  et  al.,  one  tree, 
at  423-441  Bunkei  Hill  stfeet.    Severally  accepted, 

SWING  SIGNS. 

Alderman  Buuage  submitted  reports  in  favor 
of  granting  leave,  to  maintain  swing  sigiis,  lan- 
tdms  and  mortars,  provided  the  same  are  secured 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings : 

lanterns— A.  D.  Jaquith,  Webster  House,  East 
Boston;  H.  P.  Line,  14V  Pleasaot  street;  Oliver 
Stackpole,  National  House,  Haymarket  square; 
L.  *  .  Simmons,  hotel  at  corner  ot  Pleasant  and 
Eliot  streecs;  Boston  Young  Women's  Christian 
Association,  68  Warrenton  street. 

Signs — Daniels  &  Co.,  25  Sudbury  street,  corner 
of  Frieod  street. 

Piojecting  Mortar— Thomas  E.  McKenna,  car- 
ter Parkman  and  Blossom  streets. 

Projectiog  Lamp— J.  C.  Lipman,  83  Sudbury 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

MOUNT   HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Mour.t  Hope  Csmetary  on  request 
of  trustees  of  said  cemetery  for  an  additional  ap- 
propriation, recommending  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  arjd 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  tbeRe- 
srrvedFund  the  sum  or  $2500;  the  same  to  be 
added  to  the  item  for  labor  in  the  appropriation 
for  Mt.  Hose  Cemetery. 

Referied,  on  motion  ot  Aldermar.  Burrage,  t« 
the  Committee  on  Finavce.    Seot  oown. 

HOMEOPATHIC  DEPARTMENT  AT    THE    CITY  HOSPI- 
TAL. 

Alderman  Burrage  submitted  the  following : 
"Cn  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  20,  1875. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  ibe  City  Hos- 
pit- 1,  to  whom  was  -eferred  the  petitions  of  Hon. 
A.  H.  Rice  and  others,  and  Joseph  Story  and  oth- 
eis,  for  the  establishment  of  a  department 
for  the  homceocathic  treatment  of  patients 
at  the  City  Hospital,  having  carefully  con- 
sidered    the    subject,    beg    leave     to     submit 
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the  following  report:  Tbe  committee  gave 
a  public  hearing  on  the  subject,  at  which  were 
presetted  evidence  and  arguments  for  and 
against  the  petitions.  By  a  sub-committee  con- 
fere  oces  were  also  held  with  the  medical  staff  of 
the  City  Hospital,  and  with  tbe  ttustees  of  the 
Med.cal  School  of  Boston  University,  composed 
of  homoeopathic  raccitioners. 

HaviQg  io  view  the  testimony  tuus  presentsd, 
your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that,  if  the 
views  of  the  petitioners  weie  carrier)  out,  it  would 
necessitate  such  division  cr  duplication  o<  tne dif- 
ferent depaitmeats  now  in  exiscecce  at  rhe  hos- 
pital, as  would  in  effect  amount  to  establishing 
an  entirely  new  hospital,  the  buildings  now  oc- 
cupied or  being  erected  fox  the  use  of  the  preseut 
hospital  are  all  required  for  that  institution,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  number  of  patients  to  be 
provided  for,  but  also  that  a  proper  classification 
of  the  patients  may  be  mada,  according  to  sex, 
age,  ana  the  nature  and  violence  of  their  diseases. 
As  to  this  conclusion  we  believe  that  there  is  en- 
tire unanimity  of  opinion  among  the  committee 
and  the  physicians  with  whom  they  have  con- 
ferred. 

The  question  then  arises,  is  another  hospital  or 
branch  hospital  needed  by  the  city  at  the  p.  esent 
time?  It  the  answer  to  this  question  depended 
onlv  upon  the  capacity  of  the  pi  eseot  buildings, 
with  the  addirioos  now  ■  eaily  completed,  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  oublic  for  several  years  to  come, 
yonr  committee  think  that  all  will  agree  that  a 
new  hospital  is  not  needed. 

It  is  uiged,  however,  by  the  petitioners,  that 
hospital  accommodations  should  be  provided  by 
the  city,  to  be  under  the  care  ot  iiomoeopataic 
practitioners,  so  that  patients  desiring  that  mode 
of  treatment  may  be  gratified,  and  that  the  oppor- 
tunities foi  instruction  affoided  by  such  facilities 
may  be  made  available  to  students  of  homoeop- 
athy- 

Your  committee  feel  that  this  claim  should  be 
met  upon  the  general  punciplethat  the  city  ought 
not  to  be  required  to  provide  hospitals,  nor,  other- 
wise needed,  for  the  dissemi  ation  of,  or  treat- 
ment according  to,  any  particular  medical  theory. 

In  the  consideration  of  toe  subject  oefore  them, 
your  committee  carefully  endeavored  to  avoid 
any  discussion,  by  themselves  ot  others,  of  the 
comparative  merits  of  different  modes  of  medical 
treatment,  as  aside  from  iheir  duties,  and  know- 
ing their  incompetency  to  deal  with  that  question. 
We  understand  the  claim  of  the  petitioneis  io  be 
founded  only  upon  the  fact  that  a  large  number 
of  citizens,  including  many  homoeooaVhic  physi- 
cians, desire  that  a  hospital  be  established  in 
which  the  homoeopathic  method  may  be  prac- 
tised. 

If  the  claims  and  desires  of  ths  school  of  msdi- 
ciof  represented  by  tne  petitioners  are  granted, 
and  carried  into  effect,  your  committee  fail  to  see 
how  similar  claims  and  desire  of  othtr  schools  of 
mediciue.  if  present  d  in  a  similar  wav  and  for 
the  same,  avowed  object,  can  be  ignored  or  re- 
fused. Io  regard  to  the  claims  under  consider- 
ation, statements  were  made  at  the  oublic  Hearing 
tbat  much  injustice  is  doue  and  much  dissatisfac- 
tion cau-ed  by  comnelling  patients,  forced  to  seek 
the  aid  of  the  hospital,  to  be  treated  under  a  sys- 
tem repugnant  to  them. 

To  ascertain  how  fa'  this  c barge  might  be  well 
grounded,  evidence  was  elicited  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  City  Hospital  ro  this  effect,  that 
in  admitting  patients  during  his  „hree  years  of 
service,  not  one  patient  had  asked  for  homoeopa- 
thic treatment,  and  tbat  by  bis  oroers  each  pa- 
tient now  ro  the  hospital,  excepting  children,  six 
in  number,  had  been  asaed  bv  the  ward  atten- 
deots  if  he  or  she  had  anv  preference  for  hoxoeo- 
patlnc  treatment.  The  result  was  that  out  of  the 
whole  number  of  215  patients,  211  were  indifferent 
or  satisfied  with  their  preseut  treatmeut,  and  lour 
oretetreo  homoeopatnic  treatment. 

Your  committes  have  uo  means  of  knowing  how 
many  persons  have  refiaioeo  fiom  applying  at 
the  hospital,  knowing  that  homoeopathic  treat- 
ment could  not  be  obtained  there. 

The  expense  of  establiJiing  and  conducting  a 
hospital  is  ve  v  trreat  and  a  large  appronnanon 
($190,000)  was  lately  made  by  the  City  Oouucil  for 
additions  tothepieseut  hospital, which  were  much 
needed.  .    ,  .    .... 

It  has  been  suggested,  that  a  bospi'al  building 
no*  being  erected  by  tbe  friends  ot  homoeopathy, 
on  land  adjoining  the  City  Hospiral  grounds  might 
be  purchased  by  the  city  as  a  hospital  for  homoeo- 
pathic treatmeut. 
While  such  a  purchase,  with  that  of  the  neces- 


sary equipment,  would  involve  a  large  expendi- 
ture, your  committee  believe  that  it  would  be  but 
tbe  first  step  toward  vastly  larger  ones.  It  is  con- 
ceded by  tbe  physicians  of  the  school  in  question 
that  the  number  of  buildings  used  by  the  present 
City  Hospital  is  desirable  for  the,purpose  of  classi- 
fying patients  as  before  alluded  to.  Is  it  not  cer- 
tain that,  if  the  proposed  new  hospital,  or  branch 
hospital,  be  established,  a  corresponding  variety 
of  buildings  would  soou  be  demandec,  in  oroer  ta 
give  equal  advaaiag=s  to  the  new  institution? 

So  far,  then,  as  the  wants  of  the  community, 
viewed  as  a  whole,  are  concerned.,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  no  additional  hospital  accommoda- 
tions are  needed  at  the  piesent  time. 

Your  committee  believe,  however,  that  some 
arrangement  can  be  made  with  the  trustees  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  (now  being  erected  on 
land  adjoining  that  of  the  Citv  Hospital),  whereby 
patients  cesinngthe  mode  of  tieatmeni  to  be  had 
there,  may  be  received  at  tnat  hosoitai,  the  ex- 
penses of  such  patients  while  there  to  he  paid  by 
tbe  city,  at  a  rate  nut  exceeding  the  average  cost 
per  bed  at  the  City  Hospital,  and  rhatthe  tiustees 
of  tbe  City  Hospital  should  be  instiucted  to  make 
such  arrangements,  if  found  practicable. 

Your  committee  would,  therefore,  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  ot  toe  following  order. 
For  the  committee. 

A.  A.  Burrage,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  instructed  to  arrange  and  make  terms  with  the 
trustees  of  the  Massacuusetts  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital (now  being  eitcted  on  land  aojoining  chat  of 
the  City  Hospital),  wLe>eby  patients  admitted  for 
treatment  who  may  desiieto  be  treated  according 
to  the  homoeopathic  method  maybe  transferred 
to  the  said  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  the  expenses 
of  such  patieuts,  sbile  there,  to  bo  pais  oy  the 
trustees  of  the  City  Ho-pital,  ana  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Hospital;  the  price  to  be 
paid  per  d<ry  for  each  of  such  patients  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  average  daily  cost  per  bed  at  the  City 
Hospital,  such  cost  to'be  ascertained  aud.  agreed 
upon  by  the  two  boards  of  trustees.  Tbe  city  of 
Boston  assuming  by  this  order  no  responsibility 
whatever  for  or  to  tbe  said  Massachusetts  Homoe- 
opathic Hospital,  anv  further  than  to  pay  the 
charges  above  specified. 

Laid  on  the  taoie  and  ordered  to  be  priuted,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Burrage. 

STABLES,    ETC. 

Aloerman  Worthington  submitted  reports  as 
follows,  from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the 
part  ot  the  Board  : 

Reports  reoommer.diug  that  leave  be  granted 
on  the  usual  conditions,  to  occupy  stables,  t» 
Blacker  &  SheparJ,  414  Albany  street;  M.  C. 
Burry,  Downer  stieet,  Ward  15;  John  Nolan. 
Starr  street,  Ward  17;  John  McLoud,  South  Eden 
stre°t;  Mrs.  M.  Harrington,  Wall  street,  rear  of 
292  Bunker  Hill  street;  H.  E.  Hall  &  Co..  189  Port- 
land street. 

Reports  of  leave  to  witudraw  ou  the  following 
petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables :  D.  H.  Pettee 
&  Co.,  rear  92  Cambridge  stieet;  Ira  B,  Quiniby. 
4  Murry  eoart;  D.  H.  McKay.  Ca' let-on  stieet: 
Hugh  Thompson,  Dorchester  avenue. 

SEVERALLY  ACCEPTED. 

Alderman  Woitbiugton  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Commi.tee  on  Healih,  that  do  action  is 
required  on  petitions  of  Maria  A.  Lee  tdat  the 
Board  ot  Health  be  directed  to  examiue  tbe  prem- 
ises at  287  Sb  a  wrnut  avenue;  and  ot  Benevolent 
Fraternity  of  Churches  for  a  culvert  i  a  passageway 
in  rear  of  Camden  or  Northampton  aud  Treniont 
streets.    Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Ste.im  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
a  permit  to  the  Bos  on  Button  Company  to  locate 
a  steam  engine  at  corutr  of  Oliver  and  Purchase 
streets.    Accepted. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Stebbius  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  io  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  of  this 
city  for  muiiicipal  officers,  have  attended  to  that 
duty  aid  report  that  the  returns  apoeat  ro  be 
provterlv  made  aud  the  results  are  correctly  re- 
corded in  thn  official  record,  fiom  which  it  appears 
that  the  following  persons  having  a  pluialitv  of 
votes  are  chosen  to  their  respective  offices,  viz. : 

Mayo/ — Samuel  C.  Cobb. 

Aldermen— Solomon  B.  Stebhins,  William  Pope, 
Clinton  Viles,  Alvah  A.  Burrage.  Francis  Thomp- 
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601),  Choate  Bumham,  John  r.  Clark,  Abraham 
O.  Bigelow,  Hugti  O'Brien,  Liverus  Hull,  Thomas 
J.  W  hidden,  George  T.  Sampson. 

Street  Comaiissioner— Newton  Talbot. 

School  Coo;mittee — 

For  three  yeats— Wan eu  P.  Adams,  George  A. 
Thayer,  Ch.rles  C.  Perkins,  John  G.  Blake,  John 
B.  Moian,  Godfrey  Morse,  Abby  W.  May,  John  J. 
Hayes. 

For  two  year;— John  E.  Fitzgerald,  Warren 
FlBteher,  William  II.  Learnard,  Jr.,  James  M'oise, 
Chailes  Hxttebins,  George  H.  Plummer,  Lucia  M. 
Peabotlv,  Nahum  Chapiu. 

For  one  year— William  T.  Adam-r,  CharUs  L. 
Flint,  Lucretia  P.  H*ie,  Lucre  tia  Ciocker,  John 
E.  Blakemoie,  F.  Lyman  Wiuship,  William  H. 
Finney,  Ezra  Palmer. 

The  "committee  recommind  tba"  tbe  Ctv  Clerk 
be  directed  to  notily  the  above-named  oer.<ons  of 
their  election. 

Solomon  3.  Stjibhins.  l 

Hugh  O'Brien.  [  Committee. 

Thomas  B.  Harris.         ) 

Accepted. 

NORTHAMPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Nortbamp- 
ton-steet  District: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John 
Coieoran  tor  abatement  of  assessment  iuob  his 
estate  on  Colony  placa,  on  the  ground  of  certain 
informalities  in  making  said  assessment.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  Mary  Cunningham  icconi- 
mt  oding  the  passage  of  the  following : 

Ordered,  That  tbe  assessment  upon  the  estate 
of  Francis  Cunningham  on  Fellows  court,  for  rais- 
ing the  grade  thsreof,  as  piovided  by  chapter  340 
of  the  acts  ot  1873,  amounting  to  $105.60,  and 
Which,  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
passed  April  20,  1875,  was  apportioned  into  three 
parts  to  be  paid  annually  by  said  Cunningham,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  abated. 

Read  oace. 

OFFICE    HOURS  IN    CITY    DEPARTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincv,  the  ordinaoee, 
in  new  draft,  to  regulate  office  hours  of  city 
officers  (City  Doc.  No.  121),  was  taken  from  the 
tabic  ami  passed.    Sent  down. 

CITY  ARCHITECT. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy,  the  ordinance,  in 
new  dralt,  to  establish  the  office  ot  City  Architect 
(City  Doc.  No,  122),  was  taken  from  the  table  and 
passed.    Seut  down. 

PROTECTION  OF  LA110RERS  ON  CITY'  WORK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quin  y,  the  majority 
report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  provide  by  ordinance  that  contract- 
ors with  the  city  .'bail  file  a.  bono  to  pay  their 
laborers  or  workmen  was  taken  from  tue  table. 

Alderman  O'Brien  submitter  the  followug  mi- 
nority report: 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  20, 1875. 

Che  undersigned,  a  mi  oruy  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Ordn  ances,  being  unable  to 
agree  to  the  report  of  the  major. tv  of  said  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  th'j  protection  of  the  em- 
ployes ot  ciiy  contractors,  beg  leave  to  report  as 
folio *v> : 

The  State  Legislature  many  years  ago  deemed  it 
desirable  to  secvue  to  mechanics  and  laborers  the 
due  payment  of  their  wages  by  giving  them  a  lien 
npoii  the  buildings  opon  which  they  should  labor 
and  upon  the  land  under  the  same.  The  so-called 
"mechanic's  lien  law"  does  not,  however,  give 
any  protection  to  a  large  class  of  laborers  who 
seem  to  be  equally  entuled  to  consideration,  as 
the  law  stanos  today,  the  city  may  bargain  with 
contractors  for  the  execution  of  public  works  re- 
quiring the  employment  ot  large  numbers  ot  la- 
borers, such  as  the  constructing  of  the  new  Sud- 
bury aqueduct,  the  laying  of  water  pip? sand 
sewers,  the  grading  of  streets,  etc.,  and  when  the 
nme  for  pavment  to  the  contractor  amves,  it  may 
be  founo  thxt  he  has  assigned  his  claim  against 
the  city  to  *ome  third  party,  and  that,  although 
none  ot  the  laboreis  have  been  paid,  the  city  can- 
not refuse  to  pay  the  party  to  whom  the  claim  had 
been  assigned,  and  the  laborers  having  no  clnim 
against  the  assignee,  but  only  against  the  original 
contractor,  who  has  perhaps  absconded  or  failed, 
will  lose  the  whole  of  their  hard-earued  wages, 
and  will  perhaps  be  compelled  to  come  upon  the 
citv  for  support  as  paupers.  Apart  from  geneial 
considerations  of   charity   to   the  poor,  it  would 


seem  that,  as  a  large  portion  jf  these  laborers  are 
citizens  ot  Boston,  it  would  be  eminently  proper 
that  we  Should  take  any  measures  which  may  be 
practicable  to  insuie  that  the  money  paid  over  bv 
the  city  on  account  ot  their  labor  should  actually 
reach  their  pockets,  and  it  has  seemed  to  die  un- 
dersigned tuat  this  may  be  done  by  such  ao  ordi- 
nance as  is  appended  to  this  repoit,  anc  we  there- 
fore recommend  its  passage. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 
Uriel  «-f.  Crocker. 
An  Ordinance 
In  r"lation   to  contracts  involving  the   employ- 
ment ot  laboiers. 

Be  it  ordain  d,  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 
Couucil  of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  City  Council  as- 
sembled, as  follow.- : 

In  eveiy  contract,  en  erert  into  on  beha'f  of  the 
eity,  and  involving  ths  employment  of  mecha  ics 
or  laborers  by  toe  contractor,  a  provision  shall  oe 
inserted  to  the  effpct  that  the  committee,  board 
or  other  authority  making  such  contract,  may,  if 
it  deems  it  expedient  to  do  so, r-tiin  out  of  any 
amounts  due  to  such  contractoi  sums  sufficient  to 
cover  a.iv  imp- id  claims  of  mechanics  or  laborers 
for  work'oi-  labor  peitormeil  u.ider  sticn  contract; 
provided  that  notice  in  writing  of  such  claims, 
signed  b(  the  claimants,  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously tiled  in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  Alderma  j  O  Bnen,  tne  majority 
and  minority  repoi  ts  wcte  laid  on  the  table  .-.nd 
ordered  to  be  piinted. 

THE  CLAIM   OF   MR.  JEFFRIES. 

On  motion  of  A'dermaiijStebbins,  the  report  of 
leave  to  witlidiaw  on  petitions  of  John  Jeffries 
et  al.,  tor  abatement  of  taxes  assessed  on  land  at 
East  Boston,  was  taKen  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  on  concurrence  in  the  accept- 
ance ot  the  report. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  have  taken  somewhat  dif- 
ferent vie  *s  of  tnis  case  trom  those  expressed  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  i  desire  to  give 
the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  allowing 
tbe  abatement  of  the  assessment  of  taxes  on  the 
land  owned  by  Mr.  Jeffries.  This  bond  wai  evi- 
dently obtained  by  Mi .  Palmer  from  Mr.  Jeffries 
in  the  interest  of  the  city,  and  has  been  in 
po? session  ot  Mr.  Palmer  for  the  city.  Mr. 
Jeffries,  as  I  understand,  aas  considered  him- 
self bound  by  it.  Now  if  the  bond  means 
anvthiog  it  mes.ns  jusc  wbai  it  says.  It  says  as 
distinctly  tha*:  the  taxes  shall  be  abated  as  that 
Mr.  Jeffries  is  bound  to  sell  this  land  to  the  city 
foi  «  stated  price.  Let  as  suppose  the  case  a  little 
different.  Suppose  these  railroads  hao  decided 
to  change  their  locations  and  the  city  had  con- 
cluded to  purchase  the  land.  They  give  notice  to 
Mr.  Jeffries  that  th°y  have  so  decided,  and 
ask  him  to  execute  a  conveyance.  Mr.  Jef- 
fries has  had  a.  oetter  offer  for  the  land  and 
declines  to  make  the  conveyance  or  to  tul- 
fi!  the  ohligatioi  tamed  in  the  bond.  The  city 
goes  to  tne  court  and  compels  him  to  fulfil  his 
bond.  The  court,  it  seems  to  me,  v. ould  be  very 
unreasonable— I  can  hatdly  conceive  thar  any 
court  of  justice  Tould— to  ignore  one  part  of  the 
obligation  and  entorce  the  fulfilment  of  the  other. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  this  was  a  mercantile  trans- 
action it  would  hardly  stand  the  test,  among  hon- 
orable men.  1  really  teel  that  there  is  an  im- 
plied obligation  oi_  the  part  of  the  city  to 
abate  these  taxes;  and  I  snail  vote  against 
the  report  leave  to  withdraw;  foi  I  feel  that  the 
honor  of  tbe  city  would  be  somewhat  compro- 
mised, and  I  do  not  wish  to  recoid  my  vote  in 
favor  of  any  such  transaction.  I  hope  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  will  see  this  matter  as  1  do,  and  vote 
to  sbate  i  he  taxes  as  claimed  by  Mr.  Jeffries. 

Alderman  Bun  age— When  this  ca<e  was  fiist 
stated  to  me  there  appeared  to  be  soice  grounds 
for  the  claim  that  in  equity  the  city  should  make 
the  abatement  petitioned  for  ;  but  upon  hearing 
the  statements  mad-?  at  the  hearing  before  the 
Board  my  opinion  was  somewhtt  changed.  The 
following  points  appeared  to  be  established: 

1.  That  it  was  distinctly  understood  by  .11  par- 
ties to  the  transaction  that  Mr.  Palmer,  in  procur- 
ing the  bonus  or  refusals,  acted  without  any  au- 
thority whatever;  that  the  city  of  Boston  was  in 
no  way  legally  bound  by  his  action. 

2.  That  the  city  and  Mr.  Jeffries  were 
mutually  inte-ested  in  procuring  the  relocation  of 
the  railroad  tracks;  the  city,  for  public  leasons, 
and  Mr.  Jeffries  ana  the  parties  for  whom  he  act- 
ed because  they  were  the  owners  of  certain  lots  of 
unsalable  land. '5? hich  might  thereby  be  biought 
to  a  market  and  sold  at  an  enhanced  price. 
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3.  Tbat  the  force  and  validity  or  the  bonds  were 
made  to  depend  upon  the  future  action  of  tue  city 
in  giving  or  in  withholding  cue  consideration 
named,  viz. :  the  i  ayment  of  the  taxes  dssessed  for 
1875.  If  the  taxes  should  be  assumed  bv  the  city, 
Mr.  Jeffries  would  be  obliged  to  sell  the  land  at  ttie 
price  named,  provi'ied  the  city  desired  to  purchase 
at  that  prico,  bur  the  city  would  not  be  under  ob- 
ligation co  buy  at  ^aat  or  any  other  price.  The 
teimsof  the  bonds,  as  well  as  the  manner  m  which 
thev  were  given  and  taken,  show  conclusively,  to 
my  mii.d,  that  they  were  not  intended  to  bina  the 
city  to  anything,  ?nd  were  to  be  binding  upon  air. 
Jeffries  01  ly  upon  a  certain  contingency  which 
has  not  occurred.  If  it  were  tor  the  intere-t  of 
the  city  to  puichase  the  land  at  the  prices 
named  before  the  first  of  January  next, 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  rhe  City  Council 
to  assume  the  taxes  uoon  it  for  1875,  provided  it 
could  not  be  bought  on  better  terms.  Ihere  is  no 
deubt  that  Mr.  Jeffries  could  hs,ve  demanded  the 
papers  or  have  made  them  of  no  use  by  repudiat- 
ing them  at  any  time,  had  he  chosen  tj  do  so,  for 
until  Ihe  city  had  assumed  the  taxes  in  accord- 
ance with  the  condition  named  in  cb*  bo-  ds,  they 
were  not  woith  the  ink  with  which  they  were 
wiitteu.  Iregtetthe  misunoeis'anding  and  that 
I  am  unable  to  meet  the  wishes  of  so  worthy  a 
gentleman  by  voting  to  grant  his  petition,  and 
must  vote  tor  giving  leav6  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Qutocy — I  cannot  but  take  fbesarne 
view  as  the  Alderma>  from  West  Roxbury  does, 
that  this  is  a  case  m  which  the  city  is  equitably, 
altnough  certainly  not  legally,  bound.  Ihe  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  was  an  offer  which  Mr.  Jeffries 
had  the  right  to  withdraw  at  any  moment,  or 
whether  it  was  a  bond  by  which  he  was  bound. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  both  he  and  Mr. 
Palmer  said  it  was  the  latter.  Mr.  Palmer 
distinctly  said  that  if  Mr.  Jeffries  b3d 
demanded  the  bond  he  would  not  have  given  it  to 
him  unless  so  instructed  bv  the  ciry  authorities. 
He  considered  that  he  held  the  bond  for  the  city 
and  that  it  was  bidding  upon  the  city  as  long  as  it 
was  held  by  him  in  behalf  of  the  city.  I  cannot 
loos  upon  it  as  binding  upoa  Mr.  Jeffries  in  a  cer- 
tain contingency  only  as  it  was  binding  upon  the 
city  as  long  as  it  was  held  In  behalf  of  the  city. 
The  city  had  the  right  to  exact  the  peiforniaoce 
of  it,  and  it  was  binding  upon  the  city 
as  long  as  Mr.  Jeffries  was  preveuted  from  mak- 
ing any  disposition  of  this  land  which  he  might 
m-^ke.  Ther  fore,  although  not  thiukiug  that  the 
city  is  legally  bound  by  it,  he  agreed  to  be  bound 
bv  one  condition. 

Alderman  Burrage— That  condition  has  not  been 
fulfilled. 

Alderman  Qui ncy— And  it  was  executed  in  be- 
half of  the  city  ou  condition  thai  the  city  should 
agr~e,  th  -ougii  Mr.  Palmer,  that  the  taxes  should 
be  remitted,  lu  that  view  I  consider  that  Mr. 
Jeffries  has  an  equitable  case. 

Aldtrmau  Power— Previous  to  the  hearing  I 
must  confess  that  I  thought  rhere  was  more  equi- 
ty and  justice  in  payi  g  Mr.  Jeffries  than  I  think 
now  after  i  he  beating  of  the  ca*e.  It  seems  to  me 
tint  it  wll  oe  a  dangerous  precedent  to  set,  to 
pav  a  man  a  large  sum  of  monev  like  this  luder 
such  circumstances.  It  does  not  seeoj  co  me 
tnat  any  one  had  the  slightest  author,  ty 
from  the  City  Government  to  do  ary thing 
in  this  matter— no  committee  lor  any  on"  had  any 
authority  at  all.  To  vote  Co  pay  this  money  under 
these  circumstances  would  be  i  dangerous  thing 
to  do.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  Mr. 
Jeffries's  entire  statement  is  perfectly  tiue,  and 
that  hs  makes  it  in  good  faith ;  toat  he  held  him- 
self legally  bound.  The  boiid  did  not  amount  to 
anything, 'for  if  he  had  demanded  it  of  Mi .  Palmer 
and  Mr.  Palmer  had  refused  to  give  it  up,  I  don't 
know  what  it  would  have  amounted  to.  Mr. 
Palmer  had  no  authority  from  the  city  to 
hold  it  and  I  do  not  see  that  he  had  any  authority 
to  do  what  he  did,  or  that  anybody  had  an v  au- 
thority to  do  what  was  don«.  It  s-ems  to  tue  to 
be  a  dangerous  precedent  to  pay  a  large  sum  of 
money  under  such  circumstances.  I  sympathize 
with  Mr.  Jeffries,  because  I  think  every  word  he 
says  is  true  and  i hat  he  kept  his  word  in  good 
faith ;  but  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  justified  to 
vore  to  pay  him  the   money  under  the  circum- 
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Alderman  Bigelow— It  seems  to  me  very  plain 
that  Mr.  Palmer  was  acting  under  some  instruc- 
tions from  the  city  authorities.  He  was  re- 
lieved from  dutv  in  the  Assessors'  Department 
tor  ten  days  for  the  purpose  of  getting  this  and 
other  bonds.    This  bond    was  different  from  the 


others.  Mr.  Jeffries  stated  distinctly  thac  he 
would  not  give  the  bond  unless  the  clause  relat- 
ing to  taxes  was  included.  This  bond 
was  takea  bs  Mr.  Palmer,  and  referred 
to  one  of  the  Aldermen  who  had  the 
matter  in  charge,  who  made  no  objections  to  it,  as 
I  understand  it,  and  the  bond  was  accepted  by 
Mr.  Palmer  ano  held  for  the  city  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  No  objection  was  made  to  it.  Now  if 
the  city  by  its  agent  accepts  a  bond,  whether  it  is 
signed  by  the  city  or  not,  :he  city  is  bounu  bv  it. 
If  Mr.  Jeffries  was  oound,  the  city  is  bound.  If 
the  bond  means  anything  tt  means  all  that 
it  says.  It  says  as  distinctly  tnat  these 
taxes  shall  be  abated  as  it  stares  the 
price  at  which  the  land  shall  be  sold. 
I  see  do  reason  why  we  are  not  bound,  if  Mi. 
Jeffries  rs  bound,  as  he  considers  himself.  He 
disnncily  states  that  he  considers  himselt  bound 
to  the  ciiy.  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  honor  of 
the  city  is  at  stake,  that  there  is  an  implied  obli- 
gation on  the  part  of  the  city  to  abate  these 
taxes.    I  tail  to  see  it  in  any  other  light. 

Alderman  °ower  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Claris— I  fully  concur, with  the  Alcer- 
man  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  that  the 
city  is  bound  in  equity  not  to  accept  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Assessors' Department.  It 
would  oe  ti  eatmg  lespectable  citizens  in  a  very 
mean  and  contemptible  manner.  Mr.  P»lmer  was 
authorized  by  somebody.  He  was  the  authorized 
agent  of  parties  high  in  authority  to  obtain  these 
bonds.  He  did  ootaiu  them,  and  the  bond  of 
Mr.  Jeffries  contains  certain  conditions,  which 
were  that  the  city  should  abate  the  taxes 
upoj  that  land  tor  1875,  whether  the  city 
took  the  laud  or  not.  11  was  the  express 
condition  and  the  only  conditiou  ucou  which  Mr. 
Jeffries  <vould  give  the  bond  of  his  property  to 
the  city.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  me  tnat 
it  is  a  very  poor  argument  to  say  that  there  was 
to  one  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
obtain  this  bond.  It  Mr.  Palmer  did  so  without 
any  authority,  then  he  should  iinrnedip.'ely  cease 
to  be  a  city  official;  but  "f  be  was  request- 
ed by  tie  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
.Legislative  Matters,  ot  bj  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  obtain  these  bonds  and  hold  them,  so  thatthe 
citv  could  take  the  projeity  at  auy  time  dining 
the  months  of  1875,  then,  whether  Mr.  P  liner  ivas 
authoiized  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  obtain 
those  bouds  or  not,  we  are  just  as  much  equitably 
bound  to  remit  tuese  taxes  as  we  are  to  pay  a 
bond  with  the  seal  of  the  city  attached  to  it."  It 
is  admitted,  I  believe, on  all  hands  that  Mr.  Jef- 
fries could  not  draw  that  bond,  and  thac  the 
city  had  the  right  to  take  that  land  any 
time  during  the  year  1875;  and  they  have  the  right 
to  take  that  land  today  and  Mr.  Jeffries  could  not 
help  himself. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  think  not. 

Alderman  Clstk — I  understand  tbat  the  city  has 
the  right  to  take  that  land  today  and  Mr.  Jeffries 
could  not  kelo  himself.  It  is  a  pod  rule  that 
will  not  work  borb  ways.  It  is  a  poor  argu- 
ment that  Mr.  Palmer  had  no  authority 
or  was  tor  authorized  to  obtain  tho^e  bouds. 
He  was  requested  bv  nis  honor  the  Mayor 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  to  obtain  them  from  Mr.  Jeffries  and 
others.  And  Mr.  Palmer  knew,  when  li»  took  that 
bono,  that  the  only  condition  upon  wtiich  it  was 
giveu  was  that  specified  in  the  bond;  and  that  the 
agreement  was  that  the  citv  should  remit  the 
taxes  u.ider  any  aud  all  circumstances.  1  would 
treat  this  matter  as  I  would  treat  it  inioer  private 
oneuinstaoces.  I  believe  the  city  should  treat 
Mr.  Jeffries  as  if  Mr.  Palmer  bad  been 
authorized  by  the  City  Council  to  obtain 
these  bonos.  He  was  authorized  by  our  superior 
in  office  and  by  the  Committ'-e  6u  Legislative 
Matters.  I  do  not  understand  that  there  is  any 
disagreement  on  that  point.  I  understand  from  the 
chaiimau  .  f  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ter" that  Mr.  Palmer  was  requested  to  obtain  the 
bonds  of  all  tint  property  over  thee;  and  I  pre- 
sume the  chairman  of  that  committee  w.»s  perfect- 
ly well  a»v?.re  what  the  nature  of  that  bond  was. 
At  all  events  the  boscl  was  given  and  accepted. 
aud  no  other  bond  could  have  been  obtained  at 
the  time.  The  city  has  accepted  the  bond,  and 
they  should  hold  to  its  conoitious.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  substitute  for  the  report  ot  the  com- 
mittee: 

Ordered,  That  rhe  taxes  assessed  upon  certain 
estates  in  1875,  bonded  to  the  city  of  Boston  by 
John  Jeffries,  John  Jeffries,  Jr..  and  Edwin  G. 
Angell,  at  East  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
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ing  the  relocation  of  certain  tracks  of  the  steam 
railroads  at  East  Boston,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
abated. 

Alderman  Worihingtoo— I  would  like  to  hear 
from  the  Committee  nu  Legislative  Matters  what 
the  understanding  w«s,  or  whether  trey  supposed 
they  were  raking  a  boud  for  the  city  to  remit  the 
taxes. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Wheb  tbe  question  was  be- 
fore me  Board  at  a  previous  meeting,  1  stated  the 
matter  veryithorouguly ;  however,  I  will  go  over  it 
briefly  again.  Tre  Legislature,  at  tue  session  of 
1874,  parsed  a  lesoTve  directing  the  Rail- 
road Commissi  oners  to  consider  what  change, 
if  any,  could  be  made  in  tbe  location 
of  certain  railroad  tracks  in  East  Boston, 
and  the  Commissioi.er-' were  instructed  to  report 
at  ai>  earlv  day  the  following  session.  They  were 
to  ieport  upon  whom  the  expense  should  be  as- 
sessed, what  part  should  be  assessed  upon  the 
railroad  corporations  and  what  part  upon  the  citv 
of  Boston.  That  was  the  resolve  upon  which  all 
subsequent  action  was  taken  by  the  city  au- 
thorities. Tb?  Commissioners  gave  one  or  two 
public  hearings  in  relation  to  tbe  matter  and 
M'6  City  EnginBer  made  certain  surveys  aod 
estimates  of  th"  cost  of  the  pioposeo  change. 
Later  in  tbe  sessioo  it  was  suggested  by  tbe  Alder- 
mao  from  Ea't  Boston  [Aloerm^n  Brooks]  that 
the  land  it  was  prooo  ed  t>  cross  by  the  new  loca- 
tion could  be  bon  ed  and  tue  case  thereby  better 
presented  to  the  Legi  lature  than  if  the  city  should 
go  there  without  beiog  ab'e  to  state  definitely 
what  tbe  cost  would  be.  One  or  two  meetings  for 
conference  were  held  in  the Cicy  Hall,  and  it  was 
fir  ally  suggested  by  the  Aide  man  who  represent- 
ed East  Bo  fun,  that  Mr.  Palmer  of  the  Assessors' 
Depaitinent  resided  in  that  section  of  the  city, 
that  he  was  <  ntirely  familiar  with  the  land  and 
the  owners  having  it  tor  sale,  and  that  lie  -ould 
he  the  proper  person  to  procure  ibe  bonns.  A 
form  of  bond  to  bi  used  was  prepared  at  the  City 
Solicitor's  office,  which  could  be  transferred  to 
any  commission  authorized  by  the  L.  gis'atme  to 
effect  the  change.  This  bond  was  used  in  one  or 
two  instances.  A  written  bond  was  also  given 
by  other  parties,  with  the  same  provision, 
however,  as  that  coutained  in  the  printed 
bond,  so  that  the  bonds  could  be  trans- 
ferred to  anv  commission  which  might  be 
intrusted  with  the  change  of  the  location.  Mr. 
Jeffries's  bonds,  foi  some  reason  or  at  other,  =ere 
entiiely  different.  They  were  not  in  the  nature  of 
a  bond,  but  simply  a  statement  tlat  tot  a  certain 
consideration  l.e  would  transfer  certain  real  es- 
tate to  the  city  of  Boston.  No  penalty  was  at- 
tache) to  it  in  case  the  property  should  not  be 
transferred.  I  do  oot  think  his  Honor  tbe  \la\or, 
and  certainly  I,  never  saw  the.  clause  insetted  by 
Mr.  Jeffries,  claiming  that  the  tax^s  -bould  be  re- 
mitted until  within  a  veiy  few  weeks  since, 
when  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Assessors'  Department.  That  was  my  first  knowl- 
edge of  any  aiicu  condition  in  this  statemeot  of 
Mr.  Jeffries.  Had  I  ;.een  it  at  the  time  I  should 
most  certainly  have  objected  to  the  trims  being 
received.  I  am  positive  the  Mayor  never  saw 
rbe.-e  bonds;  in  fact  Mi.  Palmer  informed  me 
that  the  Mayor  never  saw  them,  and  1  am  tot 
aware  that  auythiog  wjs  ever  said  to  the  commit- 
tee aonut  them.  1 1,  *as  understood  by  all  parties 
that  we  were  simply  acting  in  the  interest 
of  any  commission  which  might  be  authorized 
to  effect  the  change.  "We  c-rtainly  were  tot 
negotiating  for  this  land  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
Tbe  citv  was  not  to  effect  the  change,  but  it  was 
to  be  effected  oy  some  commission  appointed  by 
the  Legislature.  It  was  not  the  city  of  Boston 
which  was  to  be  the  ag-nt,  but  this  commission 
who  v/eie  to  oo  a  a.oointed,  and  the  city  was  to  be 
assessea  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  makii  a  the 
change.  Now,  in  leg^ard  to  tne  petitioo  of  Mr. 
Jeffries,  1  suppose  it  means  substantially  this: 
that  Mr.  Jeffries  desires  to  shift  this  burden  of 
taxation  npou  other  shoulders;  upon  youis,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  apoo  eac^  of  us.  Well,  sir,  that 
perhaps  might"  be  done  Dy  the  order 
offered  by  the  Alderman  from  new  Wacd 
11,  but  we  know  that  we  are  not  au- 
thorize'! by  any  statute  to  make  such  an  as- 
sessment upon  other  taxpayers.  The  Legislature 
provides  for  what  purooses  we  may  assess  taxes 
upon  the  people.  We  can  assess  taxes  for  certain 
general  purposes  and  by  special  act  /or  certain 
special  purposes ;  but  we  never  have  been  author- 
ized to  assess  the  taxpayeis  for  the  removal  of 
these  tracks  in  East  Boston,  and  that  is  really 
what  it  amounts  to.    We  wish  to  relieve  Mr.  Jef- 


fries iu  this  matter  and  asse;s  it  upon  other  tax- 
payers. It  cannot  be  done  legally,  recause 
the  city  ot  Boston  has  not  been  author'z»d  to 
make  sucb  an  assessment  upon  the  taxable 
property  of  the  city.  If  we  desire  to  do  it  in  a 
legal  way  we  can  go  to  the  LegisUtuie  and  ob- 
tain authority,  but  we  cannot  do  it  legally,  a'  we 
have  never  been  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to 
arsess  the  taxpayers  for  any  such  purpose. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow — I  understand  Mr.  Palmer 
to  say  that  this  bond  was  submitted  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  ob  Legislative  Matters, 
and  that  he  criticised  it,  and  made  a  suggestion 
in  regard  to  a  differeace  in  rte  price.  Mr. 
Jeffries  made  the  condition  that  if  the  land 
was  taken  in  a  certain  time  he  should  be  paid 
a  certain  price,  ano  another  price  for  another 
time.  I  understand  the  chairman  ot  the  commit- 
tee objected  to  it,  so  be  must  have  seen  tbe  bond, 
otherwise  he  could  not  have  made  lhe  suggestion. 

Alderman  Stebbins — Mr.  Palmer,  I  am  aware, 
stated  that  he  had  an  impiession  that  he  showed 
the  bond  to  me;  but  I  desue  again  to  rej-tat  that 
I  never  saw  this  bond  until  within  a  few  we°ks, 
or  sii  ce  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention 
ol  ibe  Committee  on  Assessois'  Department.  If 
I  had  I  should  never  have  allowed  it  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

Alderman  Burrage— In  consideiing  tbe  equity  of 
this  motion  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  tha;  it  was 
for  the  inteiest  of  Mr.  Jeffries  more  tian  for  the 
city  to  carry  out  the  change.  I  understand  that 
he  has  petitioner!  the  Legislature  fur  an  amend- 
ment to  this  act  to  make  it  compulsory  upon  the 
railroads  to  go  around  Jeff  ties  Point  and  bring 
his  land  into  the  market.  That  was  the  considera- 
tion which  induced  him  to  give  the  bond.  Then, 
in  reply  to  ;t  question  by  me,  his  coun- 
sel, Mr.  Russ  11,  stated  that  there  was 
no  force  to  the  bo  ad  until  the  city  had 
abated  the  taxet.  Whenever  tbe  city  abates  tbe 
taxes  then,  Mr.  Jeffries  is  bound,  and  nut  before. 
I  bav.-  no  doubt  rbat  Mr.  Jeffries  acted  ia  good 
faitb ;  but  it  seems  veiy  strange  that  any  one  who 
would  draw  up  a  bond  so  carefully  as  th-.s  is 
drawn  should  not  sea  that  unless  the  considera- 
tion is  paid  it  will  have  no  force.  Of  course  tbe 
consiaeraMoo  is  not  to  be  paid  until  the  taxes  are 
abated,  therefore  the  boud  ha=:  no  force  whatever; 
in  anv  event  it  doct  not  hold  the  city  to  anything, 
Decause  the  city  has  not  signed  the  bond ; 
the  bonds  were  not  taken  by  tne  city  of  Boston,  as 
tbn  Alderman  savs.  I  am  speaking" of  the  equity 
of  the  matter.  Toe  point  made  by  the  Alderman 
from  Ward  8  in  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  mat- 
ter is  sufficient,  it  seems  tome;  but ir  seems  that 
parties  so  careful  in  drawing  up  a  bo.id  should 
have  more  knowledge  of  its  character  after  it  was 
drawn. 

Alderman  Clark— -It  may  be  that  Mr.  Jef- 
fries was  interested  in  having  the  alteration 
made  in  the  tracks.  It  may  be  that  all  the 
parties  there  were  interested ;  but  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton was  the  partv  who  sought  Mr.  Jeffries  and 
asked  him  for  a  bond  of  his  property.  Mr.  Jef- 
fries did  not  seek  the  city  of  Boston,  but  th-  city 
of  Bo°tou  sought  to  obtaia  his  land  upon  certain 
conditions.  Now  it  is  fallacious  for  the  Alnertnan 
from  Ward  8  to  say  that  the  city  had  no  right  to 
make  aa  agreement  with  Mr.  Jeffries  to  pay  him 
a  certain  sum  of  money.  There  is  no  1-iw  to  pre- 
vent the  city  from  appropriating  $3000  to  .  tj- 
tain  a  bond  for  land  north  five  times 
as  much  in  case  a  certain  project  is  carried 
through,  w nether  they  put  it  in  tte  shape  of 
taxes  or  of  a  certain  sum  ot  money.  I  contend 
that  the  city  has  the  riaht,  ants  the  only  question 
of  doubt  is  as  to  whether  Mr.  Paimer  was  author- 
ized by  anybody  to  obtain  these  bonds.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters does  not  i  retend  to  deny  that  Mr.  Palmer 
was  requested  to  obtain  these'  bonds.  The  bonds 
were  obtained, ,  and  the  consideration  was  that 
tbe  city  shouid  pav  tha  taxes  assessed  upon  the 
land,  whether  we  bought  the  laod  or  not.  It  is 
simply  a  question  whether  we  are  willing  to  treat 
citizens  in  an  upright,  straightforward  mannei,or 
to  take  advantage  of  a  quibble. 

Alderman  Quincv — It  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Jef- 
fries had  exactly  the  same  right  to  state  at  what 
price  he  would  tie  up  bis  land  as  he  had  to  name 
the  price  at  whi<b  he  would  sell  it.  He  stated  the 
price  at  which  he  would  tie  up  tbe  land,  and  the 
agent  took  1  he  bond.  Mr.  Palmer  did  not  say  he 
would  take  the  boud  and  see  whether  it  is  accept- 
able or  not;  but  he  took  the  bond  and  retained  it 
aod  Mr.  Jeffries  was  prevented  from  making  an  v 
other  disposition  of  his  land. 
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Alderman  Burraee— JDces  the  Alderman  f.-om 
Ward  4,  as  a  lawyer,  thi  ok  that  tbe  city  could  en- 
force that  oond  without  paving  tbe  considera- 
tion? 

Alderman  Quincy — I  should  not  lite  to  give  a 
legal  opinion  without  having  the  document  before 
me  to  read  carefully ;  hut  it  seems  10  me  that  it  is 
a  bond  which  could  have  be-n  enforced  at  any 
time.  At  all  events  ic  is  a  cocument  with  which 
the  city  could  go  to  the  Legislature  and  say 
it  will  cost  so  much,  because  we  have  bonded 
tbe  laid  for  so  m'.icb.  Mr.  Jeffries  considered 
hims«lf  bound  to  the  city,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  be  was  bound  by  it.  I  think  he  has  an 
equitable  claim  tor  the  abatement  of  tbe  taxes, 
although  I  admit  he  has  not  a  legal  claim. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  desire  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  remark  of  tbe  Aldsrrnan  oo  my  left, 
that,  ao  matter  what  contract  the  city  may  make 
with  a i. y  party,  it  will  be  legal,  even  for  a  matter 
of  speculation.  I  am  no  lawyer,  but  I  think  I  can 
understand  distinct  y  that  no  such  contract  can  be 
binding  uoon  the  city.  Wecanorlydo  whatweare 
authorized  to  do  by  the  Legislature.  We  cannot 
t?x  the  peonle  except  for  certain  specified  pur- 
poses, and  here  is  a  case  where  we  cannot  levy  a 
tax  unless  authorized  by  aspecisl  act  of  tne  Leg- 
islature; and  we  have  not  yet  been  authorized  to 
do  so. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Why  was  this  bond  taken, 
and  why  did  Mr.  Palmer  so  10  Mr.  Jeffries  and 
get  it,  if  not  for  tne  puipose  ot  biudicg  him?  We 
are  as  much  bound  to  abate  rhose  taxes  as  we 
are  to  pay  any  bill  tbaf  the  city  >  wes.  I 
would  like  ro  know  if  such  a  transaction 
would  stand  foi  a  moment  among  mercan- 
tile gentlemen  ?  If  1  had  such  a  transaction 
with  a  man  and  ha  shoul  l  ignore  it,  do  you  sup- 
pose I  would  have  anothtr  one  with  bim?  lam 
sore  that  you  and  I  would  not.  The  city  is  as 
much  bound  morally  to  abate  tr>o*e  taxes  as  it  is 
to  pay  any  debt  it  owes.  I  am  surprised  to  hear 
the  Alderman  fiom  Ward  10  say  that  tbis  bond 
was  at  Mi.  Jeffries's  disposal  whenever  be  chose 
to  take  it.  Mr.  Palmer  distinctly  stated  that  he 
tuought  he  had  no  tight  to  give  it  up,  and  tbat  he 
held  it  in  the  interest  ot  the  city.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  it  at  all. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  navs,  on  tbe  cell  of  Alder- 
man Quinc.v,  and  it  was  lost— yeas  4,  nays  7. 

Yeas  — Aldermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Prescott, 
Quincy — 4. 

Nays  —  Aldei  men  Burrage,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Power,  Stesbins,  Viles,  Worthington— 7. 

Absent— Alderman  fope. 

Alderman  Claik  called  fot  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence — yeas 
7.  nays  4 — ili»  Aldermen  voting  in  ths  same  rela- 
tive position. 

MYSTIC  WATER  BOARD. 

On  rnotioi:  ot  Aidermao  Stebbins,  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  Water,  with  an  order  for  said 
committee  to  nominate  members  of  tbe  Mystic 
Water  Board  to  fill  vacancies,  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  referred  to  the  next  Ctt\  Council  in 
non-concurrence.    Sent  down. 

FEES  OP  UNDERTAKERS. 

Ald°iniar.  Worthington  submitted  tbe  follow- 
ing: 

Tbe  Committee  oo  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  wbo  were  requested  to  consider  and  report 
what  fees,  if  any,  undertakers  are  emitled  to  re- 
ceive for  making  the  n  turns  tequi<ed  of  tbem  by 
chapter  21  of  the  General  Statutes,  acd  by  whom 
saia  ffes  should  be  paid,  beg  leave  to  teport  that 
in  consultation  with  the  City  Solicitor  they  have 
ascertained  tbat  uooertaKers  are  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  return 
made  by  them,  aud  your  committee  ate  of  the 
opinion  tbat  such  sums  should  he  paid  by  the  City 
Treastu»r.  The  committee  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  every  sextoi ,  undertaker  or  other 
person  making  the  returns  required  by  section  4 
of  chapter  21  of  the  General  Statutes  to  tb°  City 
Registrar  be  allowed  a  fee  of  twenty-five  cents 
therefor,  and  said  tee  be  paid  by  the  City  Treas- 
urer upon  the  approval  of  tbe  City  Registrar. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSING  OP  PLUMBERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  the  report  and 
ord"r  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the  next  Legislature 
for  authority  to  regulate  and  co-itrol  the  introduc- 
tion of  watei-pipss  and  fixtures  in  buildings,  and 
to  1  icense    plumbers,  which   came  up   with    an 


amendment  to  strike  theiefrom  all  relating  to 
licensing  plumbers,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Prescott  read  tbe  order  as  it  was 
originallv  passed  by  the  Boatd,  ana  said — 

The  order  was  passed  in  that  shape,  sone- 
time  iu  the  month  of  Oe'Ober,  I  tbink,  and 
the  other  era nch  of  th;  Govern m.-nt  stiuck  out 
the  entire  clause  providing  for  the  licensing  of 
plumbers,  and  leaving  the  portion  asking  the 
Mayor  to  petition  for  authority  to  regulate  and 
control  the  introduction  of  pipes  and  fixtures  in 
builomes.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  other  branch 
should  either  have  concurred  with  this  Board  in 
the-  passage  ot  tbe  whole  ord^r,  or  rejected  it 
entirely.  1  here  is  no  necessity  tor  tbs  portion 
asked  lor  in  the  first  part  of  the  oider. 
Such  authority  was  given  by  the  Leaisla- 
tuie  of  last  "year.  By  chapter  105  of  the 
acts  and  tesolves  of  1875,  cities  and  towns  "/ere 
authorized  to  regulate  the  construction  ot  water 
pipe;  and  fixtures,  ana  this  gave  to  the  city  of 
Boston,  with  ot  tier  cities,  ail  tbe  authority  asked 
for  in  the  fiist  part  of  this  order.  Tbe  desire  of 
the  Water  Board— and  it  has  beBx>  approved  by 
:he  committee1;  ot  last  year  aao  this  year — is  that 
power  may  be  given  them  to  prevent  any  work  of 
any  kind  or  nature,  so  far  as  it  maj  affect  tbe 
putting  in  of  new  fixtures,  except  by  plumbers 
licensed  bv  the  Watei  Board.  It  seems  to  me 
that  Ihis  matter  was  not  fairly  presented  in  ibe 
other  b i an ch.  and  that  they  la  rored  mider  a  mis- 
apprehension in  tegard  to  'he  subject.  This  mat- 
ter of  liceusj'  g  plumbers  has  beeu  brought  to  tbe 
attention  of  the  City  Council  continually  for  the 
past  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  I  have  on  my  desk  a 
report  presented  by  Ebeuezer  Johnson,  President 
of  tbe  Wfter  Board  in  1862,  bearing  upon  this 
very  subject,  in  which  t^e  Water  Registrar  says — 

"A  great  deal  of  waste  results  from  the  reckless 
and  imaroper  manner  in  which  many  water  fix- 
tures are  put  i  lto  and  carried  through  the  prem- 
ises supplied  with  water,  and  I  know  of  uo  plan 
better  calcula-ed  to  check  this  evil  than  the  sys- 
tem adopted  bv  the  cities  of  New  York,  Brooklyn, 
Aloany -nd  others.  The  svsteoi  adopted  in  chose 
cities  lequireall  plumbers  to  belicensed,  by  which 
means  the  Water  Department  is  enabled  to  con- 
trol, to  a  certain  extent,  the  water  pipe  and  fix- 
tures contained  within  the  premises  of  water 
takus;  and  my  cxp-inence  for  sever  1  years  past 
leads  me  to  remark,  that  if  this  system  had  been 
adopted  in  this  cit '  at  tne  completion  of  our 
worts,  a  targe  quantity  of  water  would  have  been 
saved  to  the  city,  as  well  as  much  inconvenience 
and  expense  to  the  citizens." 

It  was  also  brought  to  tbe  attention  of  tb-  Gov- 
ernment several  times  between  1S62  and  1874, 
when  it  wss  again  to  cibly  pressed  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  City  Council  by  tie  Water  Regis- 
ter. Pasre  6  of  City  Document  80,  of.  last  y-ar. 
"Report  ot  the  Coilrtuate  Water  Hoard  o  1  Wa  ~e 
ot  n  ater,"  says — 

"The  Reiristrar  would  most  respectfully  sub- 
mitibat,  in  bis  opinion,  no  measures  tor  the  pre- 
vention ut  waste,  which  stop  short  of  placing  the 
entire  conttol  of  ail  w;ter  fixtures  now  in  use,  or 
here.ilter  to  be  used,  for  Cocnitu  te  aarer.  io  the 
hands  of  the  Water  Board,  can  be  relied  upon. 
It  is  not  bis  province  to  sp.-ak  upon  what  may  be 
deeated,  uroer  all  circumstance-,  tbe  legal  rela- 
tion b.  twaen  the  city  and  it-  water  takeis ;  but  if 
some  further  conttol  over  tbe  water  fixtures  could 
be  granted  to  tbe  proiv  r  department,  the  perma- 
ueot  safetv  aud  leliabil'ty  of  our  water  supply 
would  be  grc.tH  increased.  Inspection  is  desira- 
ble, and  must  be  always  kept  up;  but  the  real 
remedy  foi  the  imoceiliate  waste  of  wafer  lies 
back  of  even  the  possibility  of  the  most  thorough 
inspection." 

On  pages  94  mid  95  of  City  Doc  134  it  sa\  s— 

"The  cities  of  Sew  Yo  k,  Brooklyn,  Alba'uy, Phil- 
adelphia, Chicago,  St.  Louis  ami  elsewhere,  re- 
quire that  before  a.  plum  ner  shall  perform  any 
service  in  a  building  where  citv's  water  iv  to  be 
uscd.be  shall  be  duly  licensed.  Among  tne  r-- 
quiremenls  tor  such  license  are.  that  tlie  appli- 
cant shall  be  a  citizen  ot  the  United  States,  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age;  that  he  shall  furnish  satis- 
factory certificates  from  at  least  two  licensed 
plumbers  of  his  regular  practical  instruction  in 
the  business,  and  ought  to  be  licensed;  that  a 
bond  shall  be  required  tor  faithful  wotk:  that  no 
alteration  or  addition  shall  be  made  without  no- 
tice to  and  cou^ent  of  the  respective  water  de- 
partments; that  retin  ns  shall  be  mai  e  on  the  first 
of  evary  month  of  work  done  calculated  to  in- 
crease or  decrease  the  water  rate  of  the  premises, 
also  a  return  of  all   work  put  iuto  newly-erected 
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premises.  By  means  of  such  a  comprehensive  sys- 
tem, aid  to  its  rigid  adherence  wnicb  the  system 
itself  facilitates,  water  is  not  let  on  until  all  pipes, 
fixtures  and  work,  with  their  strength  and  ar- 
rangements, aie  approved." 

So  I  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  matter  has 
been  repeatedly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
City  Council ;  but  I  believe  no  action  was  taken 
by  the  Government,  so  far  as  petitioning  the 
Legislature,  until  last  year,  when,  througn  some 
means  or  othei,  the  attempt  tailed  and  the  Letris- 
lature  did  not  give  cue  city  the  authority  asked 
for.  It  has  hen  claimed  that  this  would  be  put- 
ting too  aiucn  power  into  trie  bands  of  the  Water 
Boaid;  that  u  might  be  used  as  a  monopoly  iu 
certain  water  fixtures;  that  thev  would  license 
whoever  they  saw  fir.  and  possibly  prescribe  cer- 
tain oaten ieu  fixtures,  a ud  thereby  make  a  mo- 
nopoly of  die  business.  That  is  not  at  all  th-  de- 
sire or  intent  of  the  Water  Board.  This 
system  of  licensing  plumb:  is  has  been  adopted 
in  nearly  every  large  city  in  this  country,  from 
Boston  kto  St.  Louis,  with  the  excentioa  of  this 
citv  of  Boston.  It  is  in  practice  in  the  citi«s  of 
Providence,  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Chicago,  Wash- 
ington, Cincinnati, — in  every  large  cir.y  iu  this 
country  except  Boston.  We  have  now  upon  the 
books  of  the  Wacer  Registrar  something  like 
40,000  names,  and  we  have  eight  inspectors  wno 
aie  supposed  to  look  out  for  the  waste  of  water 
and  to  keep  the  run  it  ne  v  fixtures  put  in,  which 
is  utterly  impossible  foi  them  to  oo.  It  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  the  citv  to  do  ibat  without  haviig 
an  army  of  inspectors,  in  1874  the  number  of 
water  fixtures  *vas  186,874,  an  increase  of  nearly 
17,000  over  tbe  previous  year.  Now  the  Water 
Board,  through  its  Water  Registrar,  have  no 
means  of  knowing  anything  in  regard  to  this  im- 
mense oumi'er  of  ne»"  tixtuies  that  are  put  in,  un- 
less it  may  De  the  comparatively  few  that  the 
eight  inspectois  can  find  out.  The  introduction 
of  these  new  fixi  ures  should  properly  be  paia  tor 
by  the  parties  who  introduce  tliein,  and  the  city 
has  been  the  loser  of  Eot  less  than  thousands 
of  dol'ars  a  year  by  not  knowing  what 
new  fixtures  are  put  in.  The  insp<-ctois 
can  go  atomic!  once  a  year  and  ass  parties  if  they 
have  put  in  new  fixtuies  during tiis  \i  evious  year; 
some  may  answet  liouestly,  so  tar  as  they  remem- 
ber, that  theie  nas  beeu  no  change,  but  neverroe- 
less  changes  may  have  been  made.  Other  parties 
may  answer  dishonestly.  It  is  lmptaeiicaole  for 
the  eight  inspectors  to  go  tbiougn  ths  en- 
tire city  and  ascertain  all  the  changes  in 
the  fixtures.  Among  the  reasons  why  this 
matter  should  be  taken  vierorously  in  hand 
by  a  petition  to  the  Legislature  are  these: 
First,  to  require  plumbers  to  mike  reunus 
of  all  work  done  bytnsm  calculated  in  any  wise 
to  affect,  either  by  increase  or  decrease,  tne' water 
rates;  to  make  returns  ot  all  work  oone  in  newly 
erected  buildings;  providing  that  fixtures  shall 
not  be  exposed  to  frost;  *nd  to  prevent  wacer 
pipes  from  being  carried  from  one  -oiace  to  anoth- 
er without  the  knowledge  of  the  board.  A  matter 
was  Drought  to  my  attention  by  th»  W.  ter  Regis- 
tiar  on  Friday  last,  I  thing,  of  a  pariy  at 
the  Hlghlanus  who  paid  a  water  tax  of 
$127,  and  it  was  ascei'tnined  that  he  had 
carried  the  water  pipes  into  several  cber  adjoin- 
ing buildings  or  work  shops,  «.nd  if  he  had  paid, 
the  rate  he  suould  hav-i  paid,  tbe  additional  fix- 
tures would  have  made  bis  bill  $305.  That  is  one 
item  alone.  On  Saturday  last  I  visited  the  city 
of  Providence  to  look  carefully  into  this  matter 
of  licensing  plumbeis.  It  is  th-  same  system 
which  has  been  adopte  >  ia  other  large  cities. 
There  is  no  restriction  io  regard  to  who  shall  have 
a  license.  Any  ceisou  who  is  a  practical  plumber 
may  have  a  license  under  certaio  conditio  .p. 
AM  work  of  any  kind  tnat  affects  tbe 
amount  to  be  paid  for  water  is  obliged  to  De  le- 
turned  withiD  fortv-eigbt  hours  to  the  Water 
Commissioners;  and  the  Water  Registrar  has 
upon  his  books  all  the  time  a  full  aod  complete 
account  of  all  fixtures  in  the  city,  and  the  rev- 
enue to  the  city  is  according  to  the  amoun  of 
water  used  in  these  fixtures.  We  license  pawn- 
brokers, victuallers  and  places  "f  amusement;  but 
we  allow  plumbers  to  put  new  fixtures  io  Du'ld- 
ings  whet e  a  considerable  amount  of  water  may 
be  used,  and  we  get  no  return  from  it.  Parties 
use  a  great  deal  of  w£.ter  without  paying  for  It, 
and  those  who  do  pay  tb*ir  water  tax  mu=t 
bear  a  corresoonding  burden.  I  bave  tak  u 
some  pains  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  plumbers 
themselves  in  regard  to  the,  regulations  and  theie 
is  no  opposition  to  it.    It  is   well  undei stood  that 


when  xhey  do  any  work  or  put  in  any  Dew  fixtures, 
or  alter  oid  ones,  that  make  any  material  change 
in  tbe  amouDt  of  water  to  be  .used,  they  report 
it  immediately  or  within  stated  times  to  the  par- 
ties having  control  of  the  water  woiks,  where  it  is 
entered  upon  the  books  and  tbe  city  knows  what 
kind  of  fixtures  eaen  person  has,  and  that  person 
is  taxen  accordingly,  ana  each  one  bears  his 
proportion  ot  the  buiden  of  water  rates.  lean 
see  no  burden  in  it,  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  a  source  of  thousands  of  do'U.rs  revenue  to 
tbe  city  of  Boston.  I  trust  the  Board  will  non- 
concur in  striking  out  the  sectioo  requiring 
pluuibe.'s  to  be  liceused,  and  adhere  to  the  order 
as  origicallv  passed. 

Alderman  Clark  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Worthingfon  moved  to  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  next  Ciiy  Government,  as  it 
is  well  known  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Coun- 
cil are  opposed  to  licensiog  plumbers;  but  it  may 
pas»  next  year,  as  he  and  every  one  who  looks  into 
the  suoject  desires. 

Alderman  Presoott  hoped  tnat  reference  would 
not  be  made.  Tne  Board  should  stan.l  upon  its 
recoid  and  let  the  other  branch  rake  the  respoasi- 
bi!ity  of  sending  it  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Alderman  Worthington  made  the  motion  be- 
cause he  indorsed  the  measme  and  hooed  to  save 
it,  instead  of  killing  it  by  adhering. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  it  could  not  be  acted  on 
till  late  in  January,  avid  tben  it  niigot  be  too  late 
to  reach  the  coming  s  ssioo  ot  the  Legislature. 

Alderman  Quincy  thought  there  was  a  chance 
that  i be  othei  biatcn  would  recede;  and  if  so  a 
great  deal  would  be  gained  by  adhering. 

Alderaian  Power— l  don't  see  that  anything  will 
be  lost  by  referring  ;t  to  tb3  next  City  Govern- 
ment. I  Oon't  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  the 
passage  of  the  order  at  all.  It  seems  like'skutting 
the   barn   door    after  the   horse  has  got  out  and 

tone  away.  I  suppose  everybody  agiees  that  we 
ave  watet  enough,  and  nobody  supposes  that  we 
aie  going  to  miss  any  ot  this  watsr  wasted  by 
leakage.  I  can  see  one  or  two  bad  things  coming 
out  ot  the  adoption  of  this  law.  It  will  gieatly 
increase  the  expeuse  of  running  the  water  office. 
Theie  are  a  great  number  of  plumbers  in  Boston 
%vno  will  nave  to  p-et  licenses,  and  there  will  have 
to  be  a  larg?  addition  to  the  cleiical  force  in  the 
water  offire.  Wuatevei  necessity  existed  for  the 
law  wheB  water  was  scarce  bas  tven  re  noved.  We 
may  as  well  regulate  the  putting  in  of  beating  ap- 
paratus as  water  pipes.  We  have  just  'ost  $25,000 
by  a  tire,  and  cue  supposition  is  it  was  by  defec- 
tive heating  apparatus.  It  is  for  the  interest  of 
plumcer;  to  oo'  their  work  in  good  shape,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  such  a  law  would  tend  to  create 
a  monopoly  in  watei  fixtures.  I  can  readily  see 
how  a  very  lucrative  and  prosperous  business 
might  be  driven  by  recommeaaing  certain  kinds 
of  faucets  and  water  closets.  I  don't  care  wheth- 
ei  we  refer  the  matter  or  not,  for  I  think  tbe 
whole  mattei  should  be  defeated. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  d  j  not  see  the  necessity  of 
this  older,  although  there  ate  no  very  seriou*  ob- 
jections to  it.  If  I  thougtst  it  would  limit  the 
amount  <.f  water  consumed  by  our  people  gener- 
ally I  shou'd  crtainiv  vote  against  it,  for  I  bave 
always  felt  ci  at  tbe  Water  Board,  bv  their  restric- 
tions upon  the  use  of  water,  Bave  been  injurious 
to  our  citizens  generally.  Tnere  is  still  another 
view  to  be  taken  of  this  matter,  whicu  I  think  is 
very  imnortant.  Tbe  Board  of  Health  expiessed 
it  verv  folly  in  their  last  annual  report. 
The  flushing  of  sewers  is  considered  one  ot  the 
mo>t  important  matters  in  relation  to  .ewers,  and 
I  have  always  thought  that  tho  res  rictions  upon 
the  use  of  wattr  have  senously  interfered  with  it. 
Tbe  board  say : 

•'Tbat  a  constant  supply  ot  water  is  needed  in 
order  to  keep  the  interior  of  the  sewers  in  good 
concitioo  cannot  be  doubted.  It  is  not  sufficient 
to  tiust  to  the  rainfall,  since  that  is  so  variable  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year,  and  is  usually  least 
at  tne  very  time  wben  the  sewage  is  undergoing 
the  most  rapid  decomposition,  and  when  tbe  flush- 
ing sbould  conseqnently  be  the  most  efficacious. 
In  the  flushing  of  sewers  great  care  sbould  be 
taken  Dot  only  to  provide  wafer  enough  to  cany 
along  the  soliii  depo-its,  but  also  foe  the  purpose 
of  thoroughly  wa3hmg  the  whole  interioi,  and 
thus  removing  the  slime  and  vegetation  which 
cover  so  rapidly  those  poitions  of  the  walls  which 
lie  usually  above  the  level  ot  the  sewage.  In  tbe 
warm  seasons  it  is  of  course  evident  tbat  the 
sewers  require  more  frequent  and  more  thorough 
flushing  than  in  the  winter. 

Now,  sir,  since  there  is  an  abundance  of  water 
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acd  no  d  inger  of  a  scarcity  in  the  future,  I  think 
the  testnitioo  in  relation  to  water  fixtures,  is  an 
uncalled-for  tax;  tud  if  they  allow  their  pipes  to 
remain  opeD,  although  they  mat  use  a  little  more 
water,  it'is  evident  that  a  will  be  a  benefit  to  our 
sewerage.  Many  views  may  be,  takeo  of  this  mat- 
ter, and  I  think  it  «ould  be  best  to  allow  the 
whole  matter  to  go  over  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment for  their  coosidei aiion. 

Aldtrman  Harris— I  wo  aid  like  10  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  what  is  *-he  objection  to  giv- 
ing instrjetions  to  the  Inspector  ox  Buildings  to 
see  that  proper  fixtures  are  put  rnto  buildings  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  required  to  put  proper 
timber  in  the  walls. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  suppose  it  ni'ght  be  left 
to  him  if  w  want,  to  give  him  a  part  of  the  work 
of  the  Water  Depaitment.  He  might  report 
what  fixtures  a*e  put  into  buildings,  out 
sbalt  we  put  upon  the  Inspector  of  Buildings 
the  duty  of  looking  after  forty  thousand 
different  water-takers?  Shall  ve  put  upon 
himtheouty  of  repo'ti  g  all  the  rev  fixtures 
and  ail  the  changes  in  the  fixtures?  He  would  at 
the  present  time  have  something  like  186,000  wa- 
ter fixtures  to  look  after.  Do  vmi  desi'eto  have 
an  army  of  clerks  in  his  department?  I  suppose  it 
can  be  done  by  havi  g  ai  inspector  statKned  at  ev- 
ery street  corner.  Soiarastbisbeingurjjuscoi  hav- 
ing a  tendency  to  creats  a  monopoly  among  me- 
chanics engaged  in  the  plumbing  business  is  con- 
cer  ed  I  would  simcly  reter  ro  the  experience  of 
other  cities  in  this  matter  that ~  have  any 
water  works  deserving  of  mention. 

Alae-man  Harris — Are  the  quaiificariO'S  of  the 
different  plumbtrs  examined  into  by  any  one  m 
these  large  cities  that  you  name  ? 

Alderu  an  Piesco  t — I  believe  cot,  except  so  far 
as  to  know  tbat  the  person  is  a  plumber  actually 
engaged  in  the  business.  He  is  given  a  licens6  to 
perfoim  that  work.  So  a  license  would  be  giveo 
t  >  evety  plumber  in  the  city  of  Boston.  It  be  made 
a  proper  return  at  Citv  Hall  his  license  would 
continue;  if  he  did  not  do  so,  or  trade 
talse  returns,  ins  lie -rise  would  be  revoked.  We 
do  not  allow  any  person  to  enrer  one  ot  our?ewers 
without  going  to  the  office  of  the  Sup  rintendent 
and  getting  a  permit.  Cue  Alderman  from  Sou'b 
Boston  said,  Why  c  ot  ado-t  testrictioos  in  regard 
to  heating  apparatus?  Well,  I  should  say  if  the 
city  of  Boston  heated  all  the  bm'diogs  m  the  city 
ami  furnished  the  fuel,  she  should  have  returns 
made  here  of  the  changes  made.  It  is  too  im- 
portant a  matter  to  be  passed  over  so  lightly.  I 
believe  tna:  the  Water  Registrai  will  state 
that  fixture?  are  continually  being  put  in  in 
different  sections  of  the  city,  of  wl  ich  he  can 
have  no  knowledge  whatever.  These  fixtures  do 
not  pay  the  taxes  they  ought  to  nay,  and  those 
who  do  pay  taxes  h-'ie  an  extra  burden  upon 
tnam.  There  is  no  objection,  so  far  as  I  can  learn, 
where  this  system  is  carried  out  on  the  part  of  the 
plumbers  or  the  people.  A  coriect  account  is  kept 
at  th ».  central  office  ot  all  the  fixtures  as  aoon  -is 
they  're  put  in.  We  have  eight  inspectors  now  to 
look  after  something  less  than  200,000  wster  fix- 
tures. The  inspectors  may  go  through  a  huiltliug 
today  and  take  an  account  of  all  rbe  water 
fixtures  there,  and  tomorrow  there  may  be  extra 
fixtures  put  into  tint  building  which  shoved  $10 
or  $15  more  into  the  treasury  of  the  Water  De- 
partment, yet.  we  know  nothing  about  it,  and  no 
report  is  made  of  it.  Toe  Water  Inspector  may 
know  nothing  about  it  fir  a  year  to  come,  unless 
he  c;  kes  toe  pains  to  go  through  the  building  and 
see  it  the  fixturrs  corr°spond  with  the  fixtures  of 
tooay.  This  vould  be  no  bindwu  upou  the  plumb- 
er. He  can  make  regular  weekly  or  monthly  re- 
turn at  City  Hall,  uoon  blanks  furnished  bv  the 
depaitment.  It  might  necessitate  the  employ- 
ment of  one  or  two  clerks,  at  a  thousand  dollars  a 
year;  but.  it  ."utght  increaso  the  income  of  the 
Water  Department  $10,000,  $15,000  or  $30,000,  pel- 
year.  This  water  belongs  to  the  city  of  Boston. 
It  is  to  be  used,  but,  it  is  not  to  be  us  d  without 
being  paid  for. 

Alderman  Power  tead  a  circular  notice  ls-ued 
by  the  Water  Board  last  year,  under  the  ordi- 
nance fixing  the  rate  for  hopptr  closets  at  $10,  un- 
less operated  by  a  self-actiug  laucet,  and  $5  if 
changed,  and  said — 

I  suppose  every  Alderman  is  fully  aware  of  the, 
effect  of  that  order.  It  cost  everybody  $5  to  make 
the  change,  and  it  amounts  to  nothing  at  all. 
The  water  is  allowed  to  run  ss  before.  I  confe-s 
tbat  I  would  rather  lee  the  water  run,  and  take 
the  risk  of  a  fboe,  than  let  it  freeze  and  co>r 
me  $30  or  $40.    But  the  changes  were  mace,  offi- 


cers of  the  Watsr  Board  going  about  acd  com- 
peUing  people  to  spend  $5  or  $6.  But  peopto 
tie  up  the  faucets  and  l°t  the  water  run.  These 
proposed  restrictions  would  not  save  the  city  a 
dollar,  and  they  will  put  the  ciry  to  a  gieat  ex- 
pense for  clerks  m  the  office  and  inspectors  to 
look  aftei  the  fixtures.  It  is  generally  eonsioered 
tbat  Boston  need  n't  go  abroad  to  look  atter  im- 
provements in  g  ivetnment.  It  is  considered  that 
we  have  a  good  Goverrjn.ie-.tj.and  it  is  quite  as 
well  if  ve  are  not  up  to  other  cities  in  this  matter. 

Alderman  Prescott — Judging  from  fie  remarks 
of  some  gentlemen,  it  would  oe  aise  for  the  city 
ro  stop  collecting  water  rates,  and  let  people  use 
all  tney  see  fit.  The  water  works  in  a  re*  years 
will  have  cost  eleven  or  twelve  millions,  and  that 
will  probably  be  incteased  to  fifteen  millions  or 
more.  A  d-bt  has  been  incurred,  and  the  interest 
must  be  provided  for  from  the  water  rates.  How 
shall  that  xax  be  laid  equitably  except  by  taking 
just  such  seeps  chat  they  may  be  able  to 
Know  how  many  different  kiLds  of  fixtures 
are  put  in?  Is  mere  any  injustice  in 
tbat?  is  there  any  injustice  in  compelling 
partus  to  pay  for  the  waer  used  10  new  fixtures? 
It  is  to  make  equal  what  is  now  unequal.  It  is  to 
make  the  burden  proportionate  to  the  amount  of 
vaterused.  ibis  cysttm  has  been  sanctioned  bv 
every  city  in  this  country  ana  in  Euope.  It  may 
be  better  for  u°  ro  rung  on  to  the  old  traditions 
of  the  pass  acd  it  may  be  better  to  run  this  Gov- 
ernment as  we  did  vhen  Boston  was  a  city  of 
25,000  or  30,000  inhabitants,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  citizens  are  opposed  to  it.  Here  is  a  matter 
corjsidereo  more  oi  less  by  the  Water  Board  tor 
the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years ;  it  has  b°en  aDpi  oved 
by  the  Water  Board  every  yeat ;  it  has  received 
the  cor  ial  indorsement  ot'  the  Ci'y  Engineer, 
Water  Registrar,  superintendents  ot  divisi  -ns, 
and  evervbody  woo  ha-  taken  the  paius  to  look  in- 
to, it.  Shall  we  alio-*  the  abuses  which  now  pte- 
vail  to  continue  ? 

Alderman  Karri':— Are  not  the  water  rates  re- 
munerative, as  n">w  estaolishea? 

Alderman  Piesc  ott—  1  oelieve  they  ate.  I  be- 
lieve the  revenue  this  year  will  be  an  increase  of 
something  like  $225,000  over  that  of  last  ye«i . 

Alcierman  Harris — Is  not  tbat  a  cause  ur  con- 
gratulation? 

Alderman  Prescott— It  certriuly is;  but  it  this 
tax  bears  more  heavily  upon  one  than  it  shoulo.  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  should  be  rrinedi.d.  We 
might  just  as  well  assess  tne  man's  property  at 
$13.50  on  a  thoasand  and  auother  man'*  at  $18  as 
to  catrv  on  the  watsr  busn.ess  as  »e  do  ui.w.  I 
have  lieaid  no  valid  objections  to  the  system. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  change  quoted  by  the 
Alderman  from  Ward  12,  compelling  our  citizens 
to  substitute  self-acting  closets,  was  a  gieat  in- 
justice to  a  large  portion  of  the  ooor  >  toale,  and  I 
don't  btlieve  it  was  any  -avrog  to  the  city.  It  was 
a  move  wholly  in  the  interest  of  plumbers,  b.-cause 
it  forced  peo  ole  to  etmloythem.  The  closet  »as 
taxed  at  $4,  and  the  plumber  made  tbe  change  for 
$5.     It  was  an  unnecessary  tax  upou  tbe  citizens. 

Alderman  Prescott  called  fo/  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  tefer  to  the  next  City  Council 
was  lost— yeas  4,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Harris,  O'Brien,  Power,  Wor- 
thingtoo — 1 

Nays— Aldermen  Bigelost,  Burrage,  Clark,  Ptes- 
cott,  Quir.cy,  Sie'ibins,  Viles — 7. 

The  Board  tetused  to  concur  1u  the  amendment 
—yeas  3,  nays  7;  the  vote  beiug  the  same  as  before 
except  that  Alderman  Hortbingtou  voted  Day. 

Sent  down. 

SALARIES  OF  CONSTABLES. 

On  motion  of  Alder  man  Stebbins  the  Board 
took  froui  the  table  Alderaian  Power's  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  reterring  to  the  next  Brard  of 
Alc.ermen  rhe  leport  of  Committee  on  County 
Accounts  recommending  the  passage  ot  oroer 
to  fix  the  nay  of  the  constables  at  the  South  Bos- 
tou  courts  at  $1500  each  per  annum  f>om  Apul  1, 
1875;  and  the  pay  of  the  constable  at  the  Brighton 
Com  t  at,  $1200  from  said  date. 

Alderman  Stebbins  hoped  the  vote  woulo  he  re- 
considered and  an  amendment  like  that  offered 
by  Aldermau  Burrage  be  adopted. 

Alderma  >  Towei  bo  ed  it,  would  not  prevail,  as 
it  is  near  the  close  of  the  year,  and  a  revision  of 
the  entire  salary  list  would  come  up  ear'ynext 
year. 

Alderman  Stebbins  hoped  it  would  oe  acted  on 
by  this  Board,  as  he  did  no'  like  to  shirk  re- 
sponsibility by  referring  familiar  matters  to  the 
next  Government. 
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Alderman  O'Brieo  desired  to  correct  theirnpres- 
sion  left  by  Alderaian  Power  that  the  constables 
worked  oiilv  torn  bonrs  a  day.  The  courts,  ac- 
cording to  the  clerk,  were  in  session  about  that 
time ;  but  the  constables  begin  work  srveral  hours 
before  the  courts  do,  and  continue  several  hours 
after  the  courts  are  through.  On  cue  veiy  day  of 
the  last  discussion  the  South  Boston  Court  con- 
tinued io  session  thirteen  hours,  and  it  was  9  P. 
M.  before  thev  adjourned. 

Alderman  Power  could  prova  that  the  sessions 
of  the  cou.n  di'1  not  average  over  four  noma  a 
day,  and  he  claimed  to  have  more  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated the  matter  than  the  committee,  as  he 
did  not  get  his  information  from  interested  par- 
ties. He  wistied  to  state  that  m  the  previous  dis- 
cussion be  intended  to  say  nothing  that  would  re- 
flect upon  Mr.  Foss's  character;  on  the  contrary, 
everything  he  said  showed  that  officer  to  be  wor- 
thy anil  efficient,  and  that  iv  s  why  lie  got  a  con- 
siderable income.  Mr.  Foss  had  assured  him  that 
be  lias  hart  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Richardson 
since  the  latter  railed  to  get  a  t  •-appointment;,  and 
has  no  business  connection  with  him;  and  the  Al- 
derman had  no  occasion  to  ooubt  Mr.  Foss's  word. 

Alderman  Burrage  could  see  justice  in  both 
sices,  and  thought  the  investigation  of  the  com- 
mittee entitled  to  some  weight.  Still  he  thought 
the  increase  too  large,  and  gave  notice  that  if  tbe 
reconsideration  prevailed  he  should  move  to 
amend  by  making  tho  salary  of  the  South  Boston 
constab'es  $1300. 

Alderman  Prescott  was  excused  from  voting,  he 
having  pairea  with  Alderman  Pope,  who  was  ab- 
sent. 

The  leconsideiaiion  prevailed!  and  on  motiou  of 
Alderman  Buirage  the  order  sa;.  anierded  by 
making  th°  salaries  of  tbe  South  Bost'ii  consta- 
bles $1300  ii  stead  of  $1500— yeas  7,  nays  3 ;  Alder- 
men Clark,  Power  and  Worthington  voting  nay. 

The  onlt  r  as  amended  was  passed— yeas  8,  nays 
2;  Aldermen  Clark  and  Pow.-r  voting  nay. 

A  motion  to  reconsider,  by  Alderman  Haras 
was  lost. 

AWNINGS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbins,  the  order  to 
regulate  height  and  dimensions  of  awnings  in 
public  streets,  with  amendment  by  Alderman 
Worthington  to  strike  out  allthit  relates  to  names 
or  numbers  on  awnings,  (and  with  motion  of  Al- 
derman Burrage  to  indefinitely  postpone  the 
whole  subject,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  re- 
ferred to  the  nevt  Board  of  Aldermen. 

PORTFOLIOS  FOR  THE  CENTENNIAL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Stebbms,  the  report 
and  order  proposing  to  expend  the  sum  of  $5000 
for  portfolios  illustrative  of  the  progress  of  this 
city  during  the  last  100  years,  for  exhibition  at  the 
Centennial  Exposition,  and  subsequently  tor  de- 
posit in  the  Public  Library  of  this  city,  wei  t  taken 
from  tbe  table  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

CENTENNIAL  ART  EXHIBITION. 

Aidciini.n  Prescott  presented  a  petition  from 
Charles  C.  Perkins  and  otitis,  members  of  a  com- 
mittee hiving  in  charge  the  collection  of  works 
of  art  by  the  artists  of  Mass  chusetts,  both  of  the 
present  and  past  time,  tor  ihe  putpo.se  of  present- 
ing at  the  Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia 
a  worthy  representation  <jf  the  progress  of  fine 
arts  in  our  State  fiom  its  earliest  beginnings.  Tbe 
petitioners  asked  that  the  pictures  ot  histoncai 
value  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bos. on  winch  may 
be  considered  suiiable  for  such  au  exhibition  may 
be  placed  io  their  charge  toi  this  tiurpose,  under 
such  conditions  a*  maybe  inpo^ed. 

a.  brief  discussion  ensued  nn  a  motion  by  Alder- 
man Power  to  tefer  the  petition  to  the  next  Gov- 
ernment, but  it  was  finally  relet  rod  to  Aldermen 
Bigelow  aod  O'Brien,  with  such  a*  the  Council 
may  join.    Sentdowu. 

WATER  SUPPLY  FOR  WEST  ROXBURY  AND  BRIGH- 
TON. 

Early  in  the  se-sion  the  chairman  submitted  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Fiua:  ce  on  re- 
port of  Committee  on  Water  in  ri-lation  to  water 
ptoes  in  Wards  17  and  19,  recommeiding  tbe  pass- 
age of  the  order  for  a  loan  of  $100,000  in  the  fol- 
lowing new  draft,  the  amount  being  increas-d  to 
$160,000  on  ac'-ount  of  the  laying  of  the  high  ser- 
vice pipes  io  Brighton  as  set  forth  in  a  communi- 
cation of  the  Citv  Engineer  annexed  : 

Oroered,  That  the  Cochitnate  Water  Board  be 
authoiized  to  contract  for  tbe  delivery  of  water 
pi oes  and  other  materials  required,  io  order  to 
provide  an  adequate  supply  of  water  in  Wards 
17  and  19  (Brighton  and    West  Roxbury  districts), 


the  expense  of  said  pipes  aad  other  matf  rials,  in- 
cluding the  cost  of  laying  said  pipes  and  for 
pumps  s;nd  tank  for  a  temporary  high  service 
supply  in  Brighton  District,  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  of  $160,000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurei  be  authoiized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  oi  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  a  sum  not  rxceeding  $160,000,  to  oc  ap- 
plied to  thf  purchase  ot  water  pipes  and  other 
materials  for  tbe  supply  of  water  in  Ward-,  17  and 
19  (Brighton  and  West  Roxbury  districts),  and  to 
defray  the  expense  ot  laying  the  same  and  for  the 
cost  of  temporarily  supplying  the  high  service  of 
the  Brighton  Dis trier. 

Neat  the  closed  the  Fesston  Aldei  man  Steb- 
biis  moved  that  the  orders  take  their  second 
reading. 

Alderman  Burrage  asked  for  some  explanation 
of  the  matrt-r. 

Alderman  Stebbins — These  orders  are  based  up- 
on a  request  from  the  Cochituate  Water  Board 
that  they  be  authorized  to  contract  for  pipes  to  be 
manutaetd'v-d  dunng  the  winter  months  and  fur- 
nished in  the  spring,  so  that  thr'  work  can  proceed 
with  mt  delay.  The  pipes  ate  for  West  Roxbury 
and  Brighton  districts,  where  the  water  is  being 
introduced  as  rapidly  as  is  pos&lble  and  judicious, 
though  pei  haps  not  so  fast  as  some  desne. 

Alderman  Kurr:, ge -Is  the  outlay  it  quired  so 
much  as  tnat? 

Alderman  Stebbins— This  is  the  second  amplica- 
tion, and  it  is  but  the  beginning  or  what  it  will  co-t 
when  completed— a  million  oi  mor*-  io  addition. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  expenditures  for 
water  pipes  in  Dorchester  and  Roxbury  were 
about  a  million  art!  a  half  dollars.  That  is  one  of 
the  benefits  of  annexation,  however. 

AMerman  Burrage — Is  it  deeme.l  expedient  to 
go  on  vit    tin  hii.li  service  in  Brighton5 

Aldeiman  Stebbins— The  Engineer  intends  to 
put  in  a  small  system  until  tbe  present  high  ser- 
vice, which  has  reached  its  limit,  is  eul.  tged.  It 
is  intenued  to  supply  the  thickly  populated  part  of 
Brighton  with  the  small  putnp  which  this  order 
provides  for. 

All-rm.n   Harris  moved   tbe  reference  of  the 
matter  to  the  next  City  Goverement. 
Th«  motion  was  put  and  declared  lost. 
Alderman  V  orthington  doubted  tbe  vote. 
Al'.erniiii  Burrage — Is  there  any  exigency  re- 
quiring the  oassag-  of  the  order  at  this  time?    Is 
there  any  particular  need  of  it? 

Alcerman  Burrage— The  only  exigency  is  that 
the  pipes  are  required  early  in  the  spring,  and  the 
Watei -Board  are  confident  that  they  din  be  pur- 
chased cheaper  uow  fb.au  the".  The  manufactur- 
ing cau  be  prosecuted  better,  and  much  cheaper, 
io  the  winter. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow — Mr.  Jone?  told  me  a  few 
days  ago  that  he  lo  t  a  great  deal  of  time  for  want 
of  pipe  during  the  summer.  The  jipe  is  not 
ordered  sufficiently  early  and  he  was  obliged  to 
take  his  men  fiom  one  place  to  another  where 
they  reallv  worked  io  a  disadvantage.  He  felt 
that  it  would  be  economy  to  order  tnero  now.  We 
do  not  pay  for  them  till  we  get  them.  I  hope  the 
order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Power— If  tbe  city  needs  water  pipes, 
I  feel  that  it  would  be  judicious  to  pu-chase  at 
the  i  resent  time,  as  I  am  somewhat  acquainted 
with  the  erics,  of  the  material,  and  it  doesn't 
seem  to  me  that  it  will  remain  at  its  present  low 
price  a  great  while.  But  I  would  like  to  offer  an 
amendment  thv.t  the  Water  Board  be  required  to 
publicly  advetti?e  in  the  newspapers  for  propo- 
sal s  tor  water  pipe. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  doubt  the  advisability  of 
adopting  the  amendment.  I  apprehend  that  the 
Water  Board  can  go  ro  some  of  the  large  factories 
in  New  Jersey  and  secure  a  lower  price  than 
through  public  advertisement.  That  has  been 
the  experience  of  the  board  in  past  years.  When- 
ever they  advertise,  immediately  there  is  a  com- 
b'oation  among  the  large  factories  and  the  price 
is  iu variably  higher;  but  when  private  competi- 
tion is  invited,  the  manufacturers  will  make 
lower  figures  than  if  public  advertisement  is 
made,  if  any  member  will  coi  verse  with  the 
Engineer,  he  will  fiDd  that  statement  to  be  cor- 
rect. 

Alderman  Bigelow— How  many  factories  furnish 
the  pipe  required  ? 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  think  there  are  five  large 
factories  in  New  Jersey,  to  which  State  the  work 
is  almost  exclusively  confined.  The  danger  is 
that  by  public  advertisement  a  combination  will 
he  made;  whereas  by  private  competition  all  will 
he  anxious  to  secure  the  contract. 
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Alderman  Power — There  are  more  than  five 
places  where  they  manufacture  this  pipe.  There 
are  places  ia  Philadelphia,  arid  I  have  had  par- 
ties in  this  husiness  there  complain  to  ma  that 
they  have  rep.-  atedly  tried  to  sell  water  pipe  to 
the  city  of  Boston  and  cannot  get  a  chance  ti/  do 
so,  and  that  some  one  concern  has  the  inside 
tract,  I  knew  that  has  been  the  case,  and  that 
one  concern  sold  most  of  the  water  pipe  to  the 
city  at  a  high  price.  I  don  'r,  know  why  any  com- 
bination can  affect  the  business.  The  committee 
have  the  right  to  reject  all  bids,  the  same  as  we 
have  done  in  the  Paving  department  when  we  be- 
lieved there  was  a  combination.  I  think  it  will 
do  no  harm  to  try  the  plan. 

Alderman  Harris — I  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
next  City  Government  for  this  reasoa:I  am  as 
desirous  as  any  one  that  every  section  shall  hive 
ai  abundant  supply  ot  wat°r;  but  when  tha  Al- 
derman from  Ward  8  intimated  that  it  was  going 
to  cost  a  million  of  dollars  I  Began  to  hesitate  and 
think  it  would  be  Better  to  refer  it  to  rhe  next 
City  Government  and  lot  them  act  upon  it  after  a 
full  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  tho  next  City  Govern- 
ment was  lost— 2  for,  7  against. 

The  question  »* as  upon  the  amendment  of  Al- 
derman Power  providir-g  /or  a  public  advertise- 
ment. 

Alderman  Bigelow — Is  n't  it  better  to  reach  the 
same  result  by  private  correspondence  than  bv 
public  advertisement.    There  are  so  few  of  these 


men ;  thei  e  are  not  more  than  a  dozen  in  the  coun- 
try. If  we  should  communicate  privately  with 
each  party,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  get  the  same 
result  that  we  would  by  advertising. 

Alderman  Power— If  we  adopt  the  amendment 
for  a  puolic  advertisement,  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
bad  result?  can  follow.  It  the  board  find  there  is 
a  combination  they  aie  not  obliged  to  award  the 
contract.  I  don't  know  whv  ihis  Board  should  not 
advertise  in  case  of  such  a  large  expenditure,  the 
same  as  other  boards.  I  can  remember  when  one 
man  furnished  pipe  at  sevsntv-odd  dollars  a  ton, 
and  the  price  was  cut  down  at  leasi  ten 
dollars  a  ton  after  advertisemejt,  and  the  same 
person  offered  to  furnish  it  for  two  or  three  dol- 
lars a  ton  lass  than  the  proposal  sent  in.  That 
effected  a  great  deal  of  good  for  the  rity.  Iritis 
publicly  advertised,  there  may  be  some  pbople 
whom  these  New  Jersev  men  cannot  control.  A 
gentleman  was  in  my  office  within  a  fortnight 
who  said  he  could  aot  get  an  opportunity  to  sell 
pipe  to  the  city. 

Aldrman  Burrage — To  advertise  seems  to  be  the 
only  safe  rule,  in  a  matter  as  important  as  this; 
and  there  can  be  no  suspicion  that  f  avotitism  is 
exercised. 

The  amendment  was  adopted.,  ano  th )  orders  as 
amended  were  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Seat 
down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    33,    1875. 


Regular  weekly  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M., 
Halsey  J.  Board mau,Ptesident, in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN  FOR  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

Petitions  were:  referred. 

A  report  came  down  referring  petition  of  Be- 
nevolent Fraternity  of  Churches  to  Board  of 
Health.    Concurred. 

A  petition  of  C.  C.  Perkins  et  at.,  came  down 
reterted  t  >  Aldeimen  Bigelow  and  O'Brie.,  with 
sucb  as  ihe  Council  may  join.  Concurred,  a»d 
Messrs.  Jaques  of  Ward  9.  Train  or  Ward  13,  and 
Cushing  of  Ward  4  were  joined  to  saio  committee. 

A  report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $2500  from 
Reserved  Fund  to  "Lab  m  in  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery," 
came  down  referred  to  Committee  on  Finance, 
Concurred. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
John  Coicoran  for  abatement,  of  betterment  on 
Northampton-street  district     Accepted. 

Ciders  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  fires  iu 
the  Rice  and  Phillips-street  schoolhouses;  tore- 
pair  damages  to  the  Rice  Schoolhouse  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $25,000;  and  to  provide  tem- 
porary accommodations  for  tbe  pupils  of  *aid 
schoolhouse.  Seveiallv  read  twice  and  passed, 
under  a  suspension  of  tht  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Buiditt  of  Ward  16. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  twenty-live  cei>ts  to 
each  pe; son  making  the  leturn  required  by  sec. 
4,  chap.  21,  of  the  General  Statutes.  Order  read 
twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  an  ordinsoce  in  relation  to  office 
houis  in  city  departments.    (City  Doc.  No.  121.) 

Mr.  Sbaw  of  Ward  5  objected  that  the  ordinance 
would  allow  the  beau  of  a  department  to  require 
a»iy  number  of  extra  hours'  service  by  an  em- 
ploye without  extra  compensation,  which  he  did 
nut  think  fair  anu  just. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  Ward  6  explained  that  it  was 
thought  that  "in  cases  of  emergency  and  neces- 
sity" tte  extra  labor  should  be  performed  without 
extra  compensation,  after  the  salaries  of  the 
clerks  had  been  fixed  for  a  year. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  that  was  no  shadow  of  an  ex- 
planation that  it  is  right;  the  laborer  is  worthy 
of  his  hire,  and  if  a  clerk  dues  extra  work  he  is 
entitled  to  extra  com  sensation.  He  did  n't  believe 
the  order  lair  and  equitable,  and  could  not  vote 
for  it  ii  its  present  form. 

The  ordioanc-  »as  read  twice  and  passed. 

R-  port  aod  an  ordiuance  to  establish  the  office 
of  Ci'y  Architect.    Read  twice  anu  passed. 

Ref-.rence  to  text  City  Council  of  the  order  lo 
nominate  candidates  for  tbe  Mystic  Water  Board, 
to  fill  vacancies.    Concurred. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $700  from 
Reserved  Fund  to  Contingent  Fund  of  me  Board 
of  Aldermen.    Order  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Report  ai:d  orders  for  Water  Board  to  advertise 
and  contract,  at  not  exceeding  $160,000,  for  water 
pipes  and  other  materials,  etc.,  for  a  supply  of  wa- 
ter in  Brighton  and  Wert  Roxbury,  and  for  a  loan 
of  said  sum.    Orders  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

LICENSING  OF  PLUMBERS. 

The  order  for  the  Mayor  to  apply  for  legislative 
authoi'ty  to  legulate  the  hmoduction  of  w  cer 
pipes,  etc.,  ia  buildings,  came  down  with  the  non- 
concuirence  of  the  other  b.'ai  ch  in  the  ameod- 
ment  passed  by  the  Council  to  strike  out  all  relat- 
ing to  the  licensing  of  plumbers. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Waid  15  moved  that  the  Council 
concur  with  the  Board  ol  Aldeimen  in  the  passage 
of  tbe  original  order. 

Mr.  Harrigan  of  Ward  1— The  action  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  has  not  changed  my  mind, 
and  I  don't  see  any  reason  to  alter  my  vote.  It 
in  simply  to  empower  tbe  Water  Board  to  say  who 
shall  be  plumbers  in  the  city  of  Boston  and  who 
shall  not.  It  is  a  bar  to  certain  persons  from  ^et- 
titig  into  business,  and  will  confine  the  busiiess 
in  the  hands  of  a  few  old  firms,  and  compel  those 
who  actually  do  tbe  work  to  remain  jrurneymen 
all  their  lives.  Have  not  our  Licease  Commis- 
sioners the  power  to  say  who  shall  and  who  shall 
not  have  a  license  to  sell  liquor?  And  are  not 
the  licenses  levoked  on  complaint  of  a  police  offi- 


cer actuated  by  pique?  And  are  not  partus  com- 
pelled to  do  biiviness  at  tli&ir  peril  thereafter?  A 
few  oil  piumbei.-  wbo  have  a  reputation  will  get  a 
license,  vhile  a  young  man  equally  competent 
will  not  ge,  one.  I  don't  imput  dishonesty  to 
thj  licensing  board,  but  I  do  say  that  alittle  man- 
agement amo  g  tbe  ol.l  plumbtis  haviog  licenses 
can  prevent  others  outside  of  that  ring  fiom  ob- 
taining one.  Call  it  what  you  like,  but  a  ring  will 
be  formed  among  tbe  phi  .bers,  and  a  man  must 
get  into  it  before  be  can  do  Dusiui  ss  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Thacher  of  Ward  15— If  fie  gentleman  had 
give.i  aiteution  to  ths  reading  of  the  ordei  he 
would  hive  scen  that  the  rules  are  to  he  male  by 
the  City  Council ;  and  after  readirjg  the  names  of 
the  members-elect  I  don't  thinu  Hiere  is  a  chance 
to  have  such  rings  lure.  If  the  City  Council  di- 
rect the  Water  Board  to  license  every  man  who 
comes,  they  will  have  to  do  it  The  License  Co<n- 
missioneis  are  establisned  by  siatute;  rhe  City 
Council  are  obliged  .o  appoint  tbem  and  have  no 
authority  ovei  them.  The  Water  Board  would  be 
merely  the  si  y's  agent,  to  license  every  practical 
plumber  unaer  the  direction  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  9—1  opposed  tbi;  order 
at  the  othar  meeting,  but  I  have  since  obtained 
further  light  upon  the  subject.  1  understand  that 
any  plumber  can  get  ;>  license  to  co  business  in 
the  city.  Mariy  persons,  unbeknown  to  the  Water 
Board,  put  water  pipes  and  tew  fix  ures  m  their 
buildings,  and  tbe  plumber  having  no  reason  to  re- 
poit  the  work,  the  parries  use  a  great  deal  ot  extra 
water  without  paying  for  it.  The  licensed  plumb- 
ers are  simply  to  report  to  the  Water  Board  wtiete 
they  put  in  lie  <?  supi  ly  pipes  or  cocks.  Tnei  e  are 
a  great  many  houses  where  ten  time»  the  water 
is  used  tint  is  paid  for;  and  I  uudeistano  this  to 
be  the  real  reason  why  it  is  desirable  to  require 
plumbers  to  be  licensed. 

Mr.  Jaques  of  Ward  9—1  intioduced  the  ao_end- 
ment  which  Ins  caused  this  order  to  come  back  to 
us,  for  the  reason  that  the  order  contained  two 
clauses,  cither  of  which  seemed  to  be  too  valuable 
to  be  losi ;  but  from  tbe  discussion  it  seemed  to 
me,  from  the  feeling  of  the  Council,  that  we 
should  not  pass  it  a=  a  wholr.  Oe-inug  to  save 
the  fir^t  clause,  1  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  latter 
part  of  tbe  order,  although  expi  essing  the.  opinion 
that  I  was  williug  to  vote  for  the  ord>-r  as  it  stood. 
I  am  in  favor  ot  the  order  foi  tbe  reasons  given 
by  my  colleague. 

Mr.  Peauodj  of  Waid  9—1  ws.s  absent  when  this 
matter  came  before  the  Couecil,  and  should  be 
glad  to  know  whether  ihe  order  is  so  worded  as  to 
expiess  the  views  of  my  colleague  It  woul  i  be  a 
bad  precedent,  to  allow  a  body  of.men  in  City  Hall 
to  dictate  who  bhall  carry  oo  any  trade  or  business 
in  Boston,  and  who  shall  not.'  I  should  be  most 
reluctant  to  give  any  body  ot  men  such  a  powei; 
but  if  the  oraei  is  so  worded  that  any  plumber  can 
obtain  a  license,  if  he  agrees  to  make  a  statement 
to  the  Water  Board  of  all  the  fixtures  be  puts  in, 
and  the  license  is  not  revocable  so  long  as  he 
niakes  that  report,  I  shall  favor  it.  Unless  the  or- 
der is  so  drawn,  it  would  establish  an  arbitrary 
powet  that  ought  never  to  be  ittioducec  in  the 
city. 

Mr.  Thactier  of  Waid  15— If  this  authority  is  ob- 
tained, the  Water  Board  will  be  governed  by  what 
the  City  Council  ci.ect,  there  will  be  no  way  to  li- 
cense ote  man  and  not  to  licence  auother,  and 
any  competent  applicant  will  get  a  license  wheth- 
er he  is  young  or  old.  It  virtually  compels  the 
Water  Board  to  license  any  and  every  man  the 
Council  say  shall  have  it.  I  do  not  see  aDy  char.ee 
for  a  riDg  among  the  newly-elected  menibeis  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Sweetsei  of  Ward  10— If  I  understand  the 
intent  of  the  order,  it  was  that  tbe  Water  Board 
might  hive  the  supervision  over  fixtures  put  into 
houses;  tnat  they  might  prescribe  what  sort  ot 
pipe  or  faucet  should  be  used,  because  there  is 
a  great  amount  of  water  unnecessarily  wasted; 
pipes  of  insufficient  strength  are  pur  in  places 
whe  e  they  ire  liable  to  burst  from  host;  and  the 
board  »ant  to  prescribe  the  length  of  pipe  and 
the  style  of  faucet  to  draw  from.  It  ought  to  be 
understood  tbat  that  is  tbe  case. 

Mr.  Pags  of  Waid  9— The  authority  asked  for  is 
similar  to  that  exeiCised  by  the  city  of  Provid&nce 
in  the  management  of  their  water  works.  A  few 
weeks  ago  I  was  in  that  city,  and  visited  the  water 
office.  Their  system  is  that  every  plumber  who 
applies  and  furnishes  satisfactory  sureties  in 
$1000,  is  granted  a  license  on  condition  that  he 
f  uriisbes  to  the  Water  Board  a  statement  of  all 
his  work  which  afEects  the  works  in  any  manner; 
and  upon  these  reports  are  based  the  increase  ana 
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decrease  m  the  rates  charged  to  a  house,  store  or 
building.  There  has  not  only  been  a  saving  of  a 
large  quantity  of  water,  but  it  procures  tor  'he 
city  a  much  larger  r-venue  from  the  water  works. 
I  ioquired  carefully  whether  any  complaints  ^ere 
made  by  the  plum'oers,  am  I  was  rold  the  «vsteoo 
gave  universal  satisfaction.  No  partiality  is 
shown;  any  plumner  who  applies  is  granted  a 
license,  which  is  good  just  so  lone  as  he  conforms 
to  the  rules  and  makes  proper  report--.  I  think  it 
-opou'd  be  the  m<-aos  of  saving  a  large  amount  of 
water  and  greatly  increase  toe  revenue  from  the 
works. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  1.3—1  am  m  favor  ot  licens- 
ing; plumbers.  I  should  haroly  favor  the  Provi- 
dence sys'em  of  requiring  bonds,  as  th?.t  would  be 
carrying-  it  a  little  too  far.  Thi*  'ic;ns'i  system 
has  been  needed  tor  many  years.  It  will  be  a 
safeguard  to  every  water  taker.  Poor  plumoing 
has  been  introduced  into  cheap  houses  id  years 
past,  ?>nd  consequently  the  oipes  would  burst  at  the 
first  pressure  of  water  and  do  a  great  deal  <  f  dam- 
age by  'hi  overtio ».  Ai ccord  should  oe  kept  of  the 
plumbing  put  into  houses,  and  if  a  poor  plumber 
doe?  bad  work  we  will  know  where  to  hurt  him, 
and  his  license  can  be  taken  away.  I  cannot  see 
any  hardship  in  the  system. 

Mr.  Shaw —When  this  matter  was  up  bsf  >re  I 
had  the  honor  to  suggest  that  the  former  part  of 
the  order  covered  afl.  the  powers  needed  by  the 
Water  Board,  and  consequently  nothing  was 
recessary  to  be  saic  in  regard  to  olumbers.  The 
Water  Board  is  give"  supreme  control  over  tbe 
water  work* :  but  there  is  a  difference  of  ooinion 
in  regard  to  plumbers.  If  thQ  power  to  control 
the  introduction  of  pipes  is  given  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, nothing  need  be  said  about  plum  cers,  and 
therefore  we  need  n't  get  up  any  f  e.ing  about 
taking  away  the  rights  of  plumbers.  That  is  an 
arbitrary  power  which  the  City  Council  needn't 
assume,  for  I  think  «  e  can  get  along  without  any 
rsference  to  the  plumbers. 

»  M;.  Crocker  of  Ward  6— The  licensing  of  plumb- 
bers  is  desired  as  a  means  of  self  protection  Our 
water  supply  has  coat  us  millions,  and  a  great  deal 
of  water  is  wasted  by  the  work  of  careless  or  dis- 
honest plumbers  who  put  in  poor  fixtures.  We 
must  stop  the  waste  and  suffer  for  it  in  our  Tick- 
ets. Then  comes  the  question,  What  is  the  only 
practical  way  of  stopping  it?  Th°  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  says  the  first  part  of  the  order  is 
enough.  But  if  we  pass  an  ordinance  to  regulate 
fixtures,  how  can  we  enforce  it?  People  will  put 
in  eheao  pipes,  and  after  thelwaste  has  gone  on 
for  years  it  may  be  found  out.  The  object  ot  li- 
censing plumbers  is  to  make  each  one  of  them  feel 
that  he  puts  in  poor  fixtures  at  the  peril  of  ceas- 
ing to  do  business  in  the  city  of  Boston.  He  will 
be  caret' til  not  to  put  pipes  in  to  supply  a  block  of 
hous°s  when  the  own^r  pays  tor  only  one.  Then 
again  it  is  said  this  may  be  a  dangerous  Doivvin 
tbe  hands  of  the  Water  Board.  But  geutle- 
men  must  remember  that  tbe  Water  Board  is  to 
be  subject  to  such  rules  aid  regulations  as  the 
City  Council  may  determine  upon.  The  City 
Council  may  make  a  rule  that  the  WaW  Board 
license  all  plumbers  making  application.  The 
Citv  Council  have  the  whole  power  in  their  ha  ids, 
and  the  Water  Board  cannot  establish  any  ring 
that  we  could  not  brsak.  We  should  as::  tha  Leg- 
islature to  put,  thin  power  in  our  hands,  and  when 
the  system  is  once  established  I  believe  it  will  be 
fouDd  to  wor<  well.  Every  man  asking  for  a  li- 
cense will  get  it  and  keep  it  till  he  does  something 
in  the  opinion  of  the  ttutboiitiPa  that  should  re- 
quite it  to  be  revoked. 

Mr.Hanigan— The  argument  for  licensing  plumb- 
ers shows  that  a  proner  system  of  inspection  is  all 
that  is  required.  There  is  the  pith  of  the  whole 
matter.  A.il  the  laws  and  ordinances  vou  choo3e 
to  pass  will  not  make  a  plumber  put  in  four- 
pound  pipe  where  be  can  put  in  t  >o-pound  10  the 
foot;  nor  make  him  put  certain  fixtures  wher9 
they  should  not  be  put.  But  the  inspectors  would 
make  all  these  things  right.  I  tbiik  with  the  gen- 
tleman fro  in  Ward  9  TMr.  Peabidy],  that  it  is  a 
dangerous  thing  for  this  City  Government  to  un- 
dertake to  de.  We  have  bad  fires  in  one  or  two 
so  oolhouses  lecently,  and  one  man  says  they 
were  censed  by  improper  work  being  put  in — be- 
cause wood  work  was  placed  where  it  ought  not 
to  have  been.  Now,  why  not  ask  the  Legislature 
to  pass  a  law  to  prevent,  carpenters  from  building 
schoolhouses  that  "ill  burn  down?  Tho°e  fires 
caused  a  great  waste  of  water  and  loss  of 
money;  and  yet  carpenters  are  allowed  to  build 
house's  without,  a  license ;  yet,  forsooth,  we  must 
restrict  plumbers  because  they  put  in  light  pipe. 


Tbe  simple  way  to  remedy  the  difficulty  is  to  ap- 
point a  corns  of  inspectors,  and  when  a  contractor 
gives  notice  that  he  requires  plumbirg  done,  the 
inspector  can  go  and  show  how  it  shall  be  done. 
I  don't  watt  the  Water  Beard  to  say  who  shall 
and  who  shall  not  do  plumomg — that  this 
or  that  man  shall  put  in  a  pipe;  that  this 
or  that  one  shall  build  a  fountain.  I  think, 
with  the  gentleman  from  War:l  9  [Mr. 
Peabody]  that  such  an  arbitrary  powei  will 
be  very  dangerous.  By  and  by  another  monopoly 
will  come  up,  and  if  we  make  a  beginning  th=re 
is  no  knowing  where  we  shall  stop.  This  is  a  mia- 
takeu  notion  of  the  Water  Board ;  so  3  e  interested 
person  put  this  into  their  heads,  in  oid;-rtoget 
control  of  tbe  plumbing.  I  don't  say  the  Water 
Bo^rd  rote,  d  to  form  a  ring,  but  I  do  say  it  can 
be  used  tor  that  purpose  bv  certain  plumoers. 
What  a  prestige  it  v  ill  give  a  plumber  to  say  he 
is  licensed  by  the  city  of  Boston  ;  and  thathis  next- 
door  neigh  oor  couldn't  get  a  license,  sven  though 
he  does  better  work.  A  ring  of  plumbers  could 
easdy  be  formed  that  would  be  hara  to  work 
against. 

Mr.  .Thacher— Th-  litter  part  of  section  3.  page 
730,  of  the  ordinance  establishing  the  Water 
Board,  says,  -'But  all  the  powers  mentioned  in 
this  section  shall  b-  subject  'o  any  limitations 
and  restrictions  contained  in  the  ordinances,  reg- 
ulation* and  orr'e  is  of  the  City  Council."  Every- 
thing is  managed  by  the  City  Council,  and  this 
wnole  matter  is  to  be  subject  to  tbe  same  author- 
ity. This  whole  mater  is  drifting  ]ust  the  same 
as  the  Fire  Department  did.  Year  after  year  the 
Fire  Committee  made  recomme-dations, but  cer- 
tain parties  who  thought  they  knew  everything 
opnosed  the  measures  reeommended;  they 
thought  there  was  a  ring,  and  the  reports 
were  laid  away.  Finally  a  great  pressure 
was  raisea,  &nd  a  commission  was  appoiuted. 
Tte  Waier  Department  is  drifting  in  the 
same  direction.  The  Water  Board  have  made 
recommerdatior.s  year  after  year  that  there  ought 
to  be  action  in  this  matter;  but  nothing  his  Ven 
done,  and  it  is  riiifti'  g  along  so  that  people  inside 
and  outside  of  City  Hall  want  a  watei  commission. 
For  three  years  the  Committee  on  Water  have 
given  a  great  deal  of  valuable  time  a<id  laoor  to 
this  matter,  going  irto  it  in  derail,  and  becoming 
satisfied  that  it  is  foi  the  benefit  of  the  city  and 
the  taxpayers.  Many  men  who  use  large  quanti- 
ties of  water  do  not  pay  any  more  than  do  those 
who  use  much  less,  and  the  expense  comes  from 
the  taxpayers.  This  subject  ha-  been  refened  to 
committees,  investigated,  and  repeatedly  reported 
upon  favorably ;  biit  one  or  two  parties  who  don't 
take  pains  to  make  inquiries,  Cut  have  an  idea 
that  it  is  got  up  for  a  riug  by  interested  persons, 
denounce  it  here  as  an  improper  thing.  The 
quesiion  is  yvhethsr  the  opinion  of  seven 
or  eicht  mea  who  have  given  time  to 
ard  looked  uito  the  subject  is  worth  more 
than  that  ot  one  or  tyvo  who  have  not 
studied  it.  If  '.  man  desires  to  erect  a  building, 
he  must  get  a  permit  from  the  Inspe«toi ;  an  J  it 
he  .vishes  to  exceed  the  1-gal  oiiutnsious,  he  a  ust 
obtain  authonty  from  the  Ci  y  Couoci1,  and  every 
week  nearly  wehave  orders  autboriz  ng  permits 
for  such  work.  This  licensing  of  plumber-  is 
somewhat  similar.  A.1I  we  want  to  do  is  to  know 
whether  one  ■nan  is  using  more  water  than  an- 
other without  paying  tor  It.  For  instance,  two 
men  pay  §7  or  SS  a.  year  for  a  si  k  and  ho  !  in 
each  of  their  offices;  but  one  divide-  up  his  office, 
puts  in  t»-o  nr  three  other  bowls,  and  supplies  the 
rooms  with  yvater  without  any  ac'ttion  to  the 
rate.  It  would  be  just  the  same  as  leaving  a  tax  so 
that  everv  u.an  would  pay  a  different  rate  on  the 
$1000. 

Mr.  Jaques— There  is  a  great  deal  of  opposition 
to  the  order  through  a  po«siDle  misapprehension 
of  its  intent.  Gentlemen  have  supposed  that 
great  calamities  would  ensue  from  cases  not  prob- 
able to  occur.  In  other  words,  they  anvuse  them- 
selves by  setting  up  phis  and  knocking  them 
doTii.  The  object  of  the  order  is  to  provide  a 
system  by  which  reports  can  coma  to  tbe  Watt  r 
Board  01  ail  yvork  done  by  tne  plumbers  affecting 
the  consumption  of  water.  Inspectors  can  go 
arou  ^d  to  a  limited  extent;  but  suppose  a  person, 
erecting  a  block  of  bouses,  applies  for  and  gets  a 
permit  to  use  yvater  iu  oue  house,  and  he  --ec  ires 
a  vluuiber  who  carries  the  water  through  into  the 
other  houses,  it  may  be  years  before  it.  is  found 
out. 

Mr.  Thacher  [interrupting]— It  is  calculated 
that  the  inspectors  visit  every  house  once  a  year, 
and  it  is  often  found  that  changes  have  been  made 
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afier  the  water  bill  has  been  paid  uid  theextia 
water  used,  and  it  has  not  been  discovered  for  six 
or  eight  or  nine  months.  A  change  could  not  be 
made  with  mt  being  found  out  in  c?u  or  twelve 
months. 

Mr.  Jaqiies — My  point  was  by  way  of  illustration 
to  show  the  obvious  necessity  or  getting  a  report 
of  what  is  actually  done.  This  nutter  is  wholly 
witbin  the  control  ol  the  City  Council,  and  1  do 
not  se  why  every  plumber  who  applies  should 
not  be  licensed.  It  is  simply  to  compel  tliem  to 
report,  and  to  revoke  the  licsnse  of  any  who  do 
not  report.  1  cio  i.ot  see  anything  aibitrary  about 
it.  We  license  a  great  variety  of  occupations — 
hack  drivers,  undertakers  and  others,  r.nd  this 
does  uot  seem  to  be  a  case  where  there  will  be  a 
great  hardship. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Waid  7— If  the  parallel  be- 
tween the  builder  and  the  plumber  is  correct, 
wh»t  need  ol  tb-  passage  of  this  oroer?  Ths  gen- 
tleman lrom  Ward  15  s*ys  il  a  person  wants  to 
build  a  house  he  must  get  permit ;  the  Inspector 
prescribes  what  the  le igth  and  bread  c'.i  of  the 
joist  shall  be,  where  a  brick  partition  shall  be  and 
a  wood.-u  wall  shall  not  be.  But  the  Inspector 
has  no  right  to  dictate  who  the  owner  shall  em- 
ploy t »  build  his  house.  I  no  not  object  to  pre- 
scribing the  thickness  of  pipes,  ana  what  precau- 
tions shall  be  taken  against  frost;  but  I  have  very 
great  objection  to  asking  the  Legislature  to  give 
us  authority  to  .-ay  who  shall  be  the  persons  to  do 
the  work.  fhj  Water  Board  can  see  that  the 
pi  is  are  of  the  required  thickness;  aud  that  is  all 
liglit.  It  sterns  to  me  there  is  another  way 
ol  guarding  against  the  fraudulent  consump- 
tion ot  water  than  bv  oesetting  the  poor 
plumhei.  It  en  be  easily  doue  by  unpoweuug 
the  City  Council  to  pass  ordinances  punishing 
meii  «  ho  get  wLter  that  they  don't  pay  for.  We 
can  lnipo.  •  a  penalty  upon  those  who  take  the 
water  without  a  permit  from  tne  Water  Board, 
and  1  ibhii  that  is  all  that  is  required  ot  us.  The 
hist  part  of  the  order  will  accomplish  ihat;  and 
perbaps  it  might  be  amended  so  as  to  giv°  the 
City  C  jnncil  po»er  to  itnpoie  a  penalty  for  the 
Violation  of  tue  rule.  I  don't  believe  iu  obtaining 
power  to  license  certaii  people.  The  gentleman 
says  eveiybooy  will  get  a  licenst.  Then  what 
need  is  there  of  it  utall?  1  understa ad  that  this 
matter  came  before  the  Legislature  and  it  failed 
to  pass;  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  meet  with 
the  stn?c  fate  again.  It  any  Oi.e  is  to  be  punish- 
ed, it  should  be  the  owner  of  the  building  and  not 
the  plumber.  I  don't  believe  in  visiting  the  sins 
of  the  owner  upon  ihe  plumber. 

Mr.  Peabudy — I  cannot  lail  to  be  impressed 
with  til?  soundness  ot  the  views  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7,  sua  I  should  oe  glad  to  have  the 
subject  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Water 
and  I  hope  tnej  vili  make  some  amendment  to 
meet  the  difficulty  without  the  necessity  of  licens- 
ing this  particular  trade,  fuerefore  I  move  tbat 
the  Subject  be  recommit  etl  to  tae  Committee  on 
Water,  with  the  request  that  the5  consider  the 
expediency  of  changing  the  order  so  that  the  ob- 
ject desired  may  be  accomplished  without  the 
ueces-ity  of  licensing  plumbers. 

Mr.  Noves  of  Ward  5— A  good  deal  of  stress  has 
been  put  upon  r.he  licensing  of  plumbers,  when 
Hack  drivers,  truckmen  and  others  have  to  apply 
for  a  license.  Tae  object  is  to  make  "hem  respon- 
sible to  some  party  tor  their  acts,  to  see  that  their 
worfc  is  done  propetly.  Everv  licensed  plumber 
would  be  responsible  to  ths  Water  Board  or  City 
Council.  No  plumber  who  doe»  good  work  will 
object  to  it  Tie  difficulty  i  not  so  much  with 
new  buildings  a*  in  changing  the  fixtures  in  old 
ones,  wherj  the  change  cannot  be  known  for  some 
time,  unless  o.e  have  an  inspector  in  every  plumb- 
er's shop  to  accompany  the  workman  from  bouse 
to  bouse.  On  the  other  hand,  a  licensed  plumber 
is  responsible  to  the  City  Council  and  reports  what 
he  dots.  There  i~  no  mjustice  to  a  man  who  does 
good  work:.  If  a  lictosed  plumber  is  required 
to  put  in  certain  fixtures,  he  will  not  put  in 
ioaptoper  ones,  else  he  forfeits  his  license.  All 
licensed  hackmeo  a>e  responsicle  to  the  Siperin- 
teodenr  of  Hicks;  and  there  can  be  no  more  in- 
justice to  ai  y  ot^ier  trade  than  to  them.  A  new 
motor  oower  for  sewing  machines  will  shortly  be 
introduced  very  extensively  into  a  great  many 
families  in  this  city,  and  it  will  be  almost  impos- 
sible to  find  out  such  cas-  -•,  under  the  preseut  sys- 
tem. It  would  be  impossible  to  employ  inspectors 
enough  to  find  out  ;.il  the  changes  made;  but  if 
the  plumbers  are  licensed  they  will  renort  to  the 
Water  Board  once  a  month,  and  the  city  and  the 


citize as  will  be  protected.  I  hope  the  order  wll 
pas-  as  originally  recommended. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13,  the  main 
que- lion  was  ordered  and  the  motiou  to  mcommit 
prevailed,  bv  a  r'siug  vote—  33  for,  til  against. 

Sent  up. 

SOUTH  STREET. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Flynn  of  Waid  7.  the  Council 
took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8  I*.  M.,  viz., 
resolve  and  order  for  v  idening  of  South  street, 
corner  of  Summer  street,  at  an  estimated  expense 
of  $44,212. 

Mr.  Peabody  of  Waid  9— The  unfortunate  man- 
ner in  wbicn  B.st  u  wat.  originally  laid  out  has 
made  it  necessary  lor  tue  ciiv  to  spend  enormous 
amounts  of  -nouey  in  the  improvemei  t  and  widen- 
ing of  streets,  ana  or  the  present  city  debt  of 
forty-four  millions,  twelve  millions  weie  incurred 
in  tnis  manner. 

During  the  past  three  years  the  expenditures 
for  this  purp  se  have  been  89,000,000.  It  seems  to 
me  taat  at  this  time,  when  business  is  unprofit- 
able and  leal  estate  almost  unsalable,  and  every- 
both  feels  poor,  it  is  judicious  for  us,  when- 
ever any  important  measure  of  street  widening  is 
brought  before  us,  to  consider  it  with  tue  greatest 
care,  and  not  spend  the  money  of  the  city  it  wecaa 
properly  get  along  without  it.  Although  this  or- 
der content  plates  the  expenditure  of  only  $44,000,  it 
is  leali  v  entering  upon  an  expenditure  o:  half 
a  million.  This  ic  foroLe lotat  the  corner  ot  South 
and  Summer  streets,  but  if  we  tnte  that,  it  means 
teat  we  shall  go  on  and  widen  the  street 
all  the  way  rhiougb.  It  is  widenec  now  only 
at  one  point,  at  the  corner  of  B^ach  street,  where 
one  building  bas  been  set  back ;  and  therefore  we 
can  justly  regard  it  as  a  new  question  and  con- 
sioer  it  on  its  meri's.  Being  desirous  to  see 
woat  a  street  is  capable  of  wueu  it  is  utilized  to 
its  utmost  capacity,  I  had,  a  nay  or  t*?o  since, 
the  number  of  vehicles  count-u  that  passed  a  giv- 
en point  on  Broadway,  New  York,  in  one  hour. 
The  otreet  at  tbat  point,  near  Fulton  street,  is 
wide  enough  for  five  vehicles  to  pass  abiea-r,  aud 
the  number  of  vehicles  that  passed  there  in  one 
hour  was  1400.  South  street,  near  Summer 
street,  is  wide  enough  for  three  vehi- 
cles to  pass  abreast,  aud  on  the  same 
basis,  it  1400  teams  coulo  pa-s  through  Broadway, 
840  could  pass  throu  ;h  South  street.  Tbe  number 
which  actually  did  pass  through  it  a  few  days 
since  iu  one  hour,  as  I  bad  them  counted,  was  178. 
So  tnat  if  South  street  were  u-ed  as  thoroughly  as 
Broadway  in  New  York  is,  it  could  accommodate 
four  aud  one-half  times  the  travel  that  now  pas-  s 
there. 

But  there  is  still  arother  point  in  the  matter. 
Parallel  to  South  street,  and  almost  close  t">  it,  is 
Lincoln  street,  wioe  enough  tor  foui  vehicles  to 
pass  abteast;  and  if  Lmcoln  street  were  used 
to  its  full  capacity,  that  would  accommodate 
about  1100  vehicles.  It  now  accommodates  116. 
It  is  -vneut,  then,  tbat  the  oifferenc?  be- 
tween the  number  of  teams  which  actually  pass 
and  tbe  teams  which  could  ,'  ass  in  case  of  neces- 
sity is  perfectly  enormous.  I  kmw  tbat  there  ate 
occasional  block-  of  teams  in  Soutn  stree*,  but  I 
believe  thac  it  comes  from  ths  fact  tbat  in  our 
city  we  have  not  yet  e<tar>lisbeu  such  regulations 
for  teams  as  will  utilize  our  sireets  to  their  fullest 
capacity.  Everv  gentleman  can  remember  fre- 
quently seeing  ate;.ra  backed  up  to  the  sidewalk  for 
unloading,  the  team  and  tbe  horse  nearly  tilling 
up  all  the  street.  It  is  much  cheaper  to  make 
such  regulations  as  will  prevent  such  use  of  a 
street  as  thj.t,  than  it  is  to  pay  half  a  million 
dollars  for  widening  it;  especially  in  view  of 
the  very  strong  probability  that  if  this  street  were 
widened,  within  twelve  months  from  the  time  the 
widening  was  completed,  tb-re  would  be  a  boise- 
cai  track  laid  ihioujh  it,  and  then  it  would  be 
practically  but  little  better,  if  tor  more  difficult, 
for  passage  than  it  is  ac  pte-ent.  It  seems  to  me 
that  not  only  tor  the  present,  but  for  ihe 
future,  for  all  the  business  we  can  see  for 
Boston,  South  sireet  and  Lincoln  street  to- 
gether can  accommodate  it  from  Summer  street  as 
far  as  Beach  tt rep t.  Beyono  Beach  street,  South 
street  leading  to  the  Old  Colony  station  is  quite 
narrow,  and  there  is  a  horse-car  track  through  it, 
ano  it  might  he  expedient  to  widen  that  portion ; 
but  with  regard  to  tbe  portion  this  side  of  Beach 
street,  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  city 
can  do  without  it,  and  bad  better  save  the  money. 
All  tbe  investigation  that  I  have  given  to  it  has 
estaolished  tbat  point  clearly  in  my  mind,  aud  it 
seems  to  me  that  in  new  of  the  heavy  expendi- 
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tures  that  we  hav  incurred  and  mast  incur, 
it  is  important  now  to  utilize  our  streets  as  they 
are,  if  we  possibly  can.  Widening:  streets,I  admit, 
is  a  great  luxury,  but  perhaps  the  money  is  a 
greater  luxury ;  and  1  think  that  ws  had  beter 
put  a  stop  at  present  to  heavy  expenditures  on 
street  wideTiings.  For  that  reason  I  hope  that 
this  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  JSToyes  of  Ward  5—1  have  been  in  business  in 
the  vicinity  of  South  street  tor  the  last  tif  teen 
years,  and  I  doD't  think,  when  busioess  has  been 
up  co  the  mark  as  it  w»s  till  within  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  there  was  any  street  in  Bostoithat 
was  more  choked  up  and  more  inconvenient  to  get 
through  tbau  this  South  street,  fro  oi  Beach  to  Sum- 
mer. It  was  very  much  crowded;  is  now  some  five 
days  in  the  we&k.  The  street  is  coo  narrow  altogether 
for  the  amount  of  business  that  is  done.  South 
street  now  is  largely  built  with  dwelling  houses 
of  a  very  cheap  class,  which,  as  busiaess  tends 
that  way,  are  coming  down,  and'the  new  blocks 
could  be  set  back  on  ihe  new  line  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be.  It  is  proposed  to  put  up  a  new  build- 
ing at  the  corner  of  Summer  street,  and  as  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  widening  is  one  of  the 
things  which  must  be  done,  if  we  delay  till  the 
building  is  put  up,  th&n  instead  of  paying  $40,000, 
we  will  have  to  pay  $80,000  or  $90,000.  Then  it  will 
come  as  a  matter  of  emergency  and  will  have  to  be 
done.  It  seems  to  me  that  as  buildings  are 
cbaoging  from  houses  to  store?,  that  then  is  the 
proper  ume  10  take  hold  of  the  matter  and  se- 
cure the  land.  The  city  owns  a  schoolhousa  there 
which  takes  in  a  good  loition  between  East  street 
and  Summer  street.  Tne  street  couln  be  widened 
there  and  not  interfere  with  the  scboolhouse,  and 
io  expense  would  have  to  be  incurred.  And  then 
the  dwelling  houses,  as  I  said  before,  as  soon  as 
business  comes  up.  will  be  turned  into  use  tor 
business  purposes — torn  down  and  new  buildings 
put  up.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  proper  time 
for  the  city  to  meet  this  matter  is  be- 
fore they  put  up  the  buildings,  and  not  wait 
till  they  put  them  up.  Now,  in  this  case 
hare  is  a  valuable  corner,  which  we  should 
secure  oefore  the  buildings  are  erecied,  the  same 
as  at  the  corner  of  Beach  and  South  streets.  It 
seems  to  me  to  09  an  economical  aud  wis*  thing 
for  the  city  to  do,  to  set  the  new  buildings  back 
on  toe  new  line,  thereby  saving  the  expense  of 
pulling  them  down.  The  city  will  thus  save  a 
good  man/  thousand  dollars.  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass. 

Mr.  Page  of  Ward  9— There  id  no  doubt  that  ev- 
ery man  who  does  business  in  and  around  Boston 
would  like  to  have  the  streets  sixty  feet  wide; 
but  as  my  colleague  has  said,  when  we  con- 
sider the  present  condition  of  taxes  and  business, 
it  must  appear  very  unwise  to  inaugurate  a  new 
system  of  improvements,  particularly  wheu  the 
prospect  is  for  so  expensive  a  one  ai  contem- 
plated by  this  wioeuing  ot  Soutn  street.  To 
widen  the  street  the  entire  length  at  the  width 
which  it  has  been  widened  at  the  corner  of  Beach 
street,  aod  which  it  is  contemplated  to  widen  it 
at  the  corner  of  Sumrafr  street,  would  cost,  as  I 
stated  at  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Council,  a 
little  short  of  $500,000.  And  it  is  very  uncei tain 
whether  it  ever  would  be  needed,  at  sixty  feet 
in  wiotb,  or  whether  it  would  be  ueeded  at 
all.  Lincoln  street  has  been  widened  within 
a  very  short  tioue,  and  will  accioimooate  an;  sur- 
plus of  travel  that  needs  to  go  down  there  to  these 
depots.  This  building  which  it  is  contemplated  to 
erect  rrieie  is  a  very  good  one,  and  v/ould  bring 
in  quite  a  revenue  in  taxes,  ana  it  seems  to  me  it 
would  be  much  better  to  let  the  party  who  chooses 
to  erect  the  building  on  the  corner,  if  he  is  desir- 
ous of  doing  so, — let  him  go  on  and  erect  the 
building,  and  I  am  pretty  certain  that  the  income 
which  will  be  derived  fiom  the  laxes  on  that 
building,  aod  the  iuterest  on  the  uionev  which 
the  land  will  cost,  will  more  than  make  up 
any  loss  which  the  city  will  sustain  in  the  future 
in  consequence  of  widening  and  taking  a  portion 
of  his  building,  which  I  think  is  problematical  en- 
tirely. I  think  if  the  City  Council  leject  this  or- 
der at  the  present  time,  that  It  is  very  uncertain 
whethet  it  will  ever  be  thought  uecess  iry  to  wid- 
en South  street  to  more  than  fifty  feet.  I  believe 
that  is  a)>  sufficient  for  the  widening  of  any  street 
in  that  section  of  the  city,  consideiing  the  facili- 
ties which  already  exist  for  vehicles  aud  passen- 
gers to  get  to  the  Old  Colony  aud  Boston  &  Alba- 
ny depots.  I  hope  tijat  the  Council  will  non-con- 
cur with  the  Street  Commissioners,  and  I  move, 
when  the  question  be  taken,  it  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays. 


Mr.  Crocker  of  Ward  6 — While  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  in  the  importance  of  economy,  I  fear 
that  in  this  matter  economy  would  bs  really 
wastefulness,  especially  whsu  »e  consider  ihat 
this  widening  has  been  begun,  and  it  seems  to  me 
is  pietty  sure  to  be  carrier  out  sooner  or  later. 
For  us  to  stop  and  hesitate  now,  aod  let  an  expen- 
sive building  be  put  up  on  that  corner  seems  to 
me  would  be  very  bad'kind  of  economy.  South 
street,  as  everybody  knows,  is  the  main  thorough- 
fare to  the  Ola  Colony  passenger  aDd  freight  sta- 
tions, and  there  is  an  immense  quantity  and  must 
be  always  an  increasing  quantity  of  both  passen- 
ger and  freight  travel.  The  onl\  other  way  is 
through  K'  eeland  street,  between  Lincoln  t  nd 
South,  which  is  a  nanow  and  very  inconvenient 
way  of  aroing.  South  street  is  the  maiu  route,  and 
it  is  not  only  narrow  for  teams  but  the  sidewalks 
arenairow,  so  narrow  that  wiien  the  throng  of 
passengers  ara  goiDg  aud  coming  rroru  that  aepot 
they  have  to  go  substantially  in  single  file  to  get 
alonsr.  Now  it  stiikes  me  that  under  tcese  cir- 
cumstances that  street  his  got  to  be  widen- 
ed, aud  bow  much  it  has  got  to  be  widea- 
ed  is  not  tha  qaestiou,  for  that  has  been  substan- 
tially fixed  by  the  action  heretofore  by  making 
it  sixty  f-et  at  tne  corner  of  Beich  street.  We 
are  not  going  to  make  the  rest  of  it  fifty  feet  after 
that.  That  is  the  line  ot  the  Old  Colony  Depot, 
aid  I  believe  it  is  toe  line  that  they  have  gone 
upon,  and  I  don't  thiak  it  is  worthwhile  for  us 
to  vote  here  no  -  what  the  line  will  he;  and  if  it 
is  true,  as  it. seems  to  me  it  is,  that  that  street,  by 
reason  of  the  immense  amount  of  travel  that  is 
gornj  there,  both  of  carriages  and  teams,  has  got 
to  be  widened  sooner  or  later,  as  we  nave 
begun  it  already,  is  it  not  foolish  for  us 
to  allow  an  expensive  building  to  be  put 
up  there,  so  that  in  j,  year  or  two,  whsc 
we  have  a  little  more  money,  we  must  spend  twice 
as  much  in  puilius  that  down,  as  we  would  have 
to  pay  now  for  the  land,  which  we  cai  get  at  com- 
paratively a  small  expense?  Cue  march  of  busi- 
ness is  uown  that  say.  These  buildings  are  likely 
to  be.  pulled  down,  and  expensive  stores  put  up, 
pretty  soon  it  business  revives  at  all.  Now  seems 
to  be  the  time  to  make  ths  improvement.  Now, 
while  there  are  comparatively  cheap  buildings, 
and  as  fast  as  these  buildings  are  taken  oo»ii 
the  improvement  may  be  csmed  on.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  should  carry  on  the  widening  that  has 
been  begun  and  not  hesitate  in  the  middle  of  the 
operation. 

Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20— I  would  be  as  glad  as 
anvoue  to  have  wide  streets.  They  are  a  great 
convenience.  I  am  somewhat  interested  in  this, 
for  I  suppose  my  teams  earn  several  thousand 
dollars  upou  this  street  every  year.  But  I  never 
heard  anv  complaint  from  the  men  that  they  are 
blocked  there.  They  unload  to  cirtoruers  il  that 
street,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  iny  iucouvenieuce. 
It  seems  to  me  simply  a  matte  i  of  convenience. 
Widening  of  streets  is  an  expensive  luxury,  aud 
the  times  are  such  that  I  caniot  vote  away  money 
unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  don't  t'nuk 
this  necessity  exists'at  the  peseut  time.  I  don't 
believe  stores  are  to  be  built  as  rea  ily  as  they 
have  been.  I  don'f  think  any  real  estate  owner 
who  owns  that  real  estate,  if  this  giving  him  at 
tne  present  time  anorminal  interest,  small tnough 
it  may  be,  will  oull  down  that  building  and  build 
a  store.  I  don't  think,  moreover,  that  if  i  he  time 
should  come,  but  who-  er  oi  us  li\  es  at  that  time 
will  be  competent  to  take  hold  of  the  job  and  vote 
the  uionev  for  tuemselves.  I  think  at  the  present 
time  it  is  not  necessary,  and  I  can't  vote  for  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Flynn  of  Ward  7— Three  years  ago  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  the  City  Council  or  Street 
Commissiouers  representing  at  least  $20,000,000 
for  the  widening  of  this  street,  the  j  ear  bffore  the 
fire.  There  was  a  long  hearing  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  such  men  as  Governor  Clarlin  aud 
other  merchants  down  around  there,  appeared  be- 
fore os  and  urged  the  necessity  of  widening  the 
street.  That  year  the  fire  took  place,  and  hail  it 
not  been  that  the  fire  occurred  at  that  time,  my 
impression  is  that  the  committee  would  have 
been  unanimous  in  recommending  that  the 
street  be  widened  to  seventy  feet.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  at  all  that"tue  committee  vould 
have  recommended  it  at  that  time.  The  fire 
took  place,  and  the  matter  has  laid  as  it  does  up 
to  this  time.  A  building  w .  s  taken  down  ou  the 
corner  of  Beach  and  South  streets,  aud  the  com- 
missioners gave  notice  that  they  intended  to 
widen  that  part  of  the  street.  Thevdid,  and  wid- 
ened it  sixty  feet.    Here  is  another  place  ou  the 
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coiner  ol  gammer  and  South  streets  which  the 
committee  proposes  to  take — about  lourteen  teet, 
o/  less,  whatever  it  may  he.  The  Street  Commis- 
sioners do  not  propose  to  go  on  and 
expead  bait  •  *  million  of  dollars  for  widening 
the  street,  but  propose  to  do  it  gradually  as  the 
buildings  are  taktn  down.  As  paities  build  and 
put  up  large  structures  there,  tliey  will  probably 
set  back  to  the  width  of  sixty  feet.  The  man  who 
owns  the  land,  on  the  corner  is  about  to  pui  up  a 
building  tocost  $40,000.  If  tnat  is  put  up,  in  two 
or  three  vears.  if  business  revives,  I  thiok  every 
gentleman  in  the  CoudciI  will  he  sorrv  that  he  did 
not  vote  for  ihe  wioeniug.  There  is  no  loan  call- 
ed for.  There's  a  pleuty  of  money  in  the  ap- 
propriauon  for  Streets. 

Mr.  Uuild  of  Ward  6— As  a  Boston  man  I  am 
always  veiy  glad  to  sue  any  improvement  made 
in  oar  city.  I  thiok.  sir,  that  no  citizen  of  Bos- 
ton can  walk  over  what  we  call  the  burnt  distiict 
and  see  the  magnificent  avt-nues  we  have  there 
and  the  superb  buildings  that  have  been  erected 
upon  theoi,  without  feeling  some  sense  of  pride 
and  pointing  them  out  to  his  friends,  visitors 
as  marks  of  our  progress  as  a  city.  While 
we  do  that,  sir,  and  point  these  out  as 
marks  of  our  progress,  these  magnificent 
stores  and  splendid  h.oad  avenues,  it  the 
visitor  should  cast  his  bye  upwards  beyond  tue 
fli st  story,  and  even  in  me  verv  first  story  suaie- 
titnes  he  will  rind  this  significant  uotice  meeting  his 
gaze  on  every  hand,  "To  let,"  "To  let,"  or  "For 
sale  or  to  let."  1  have  looked  at  South-screet  mat- 
ter ana  hive  bo  lanced  th-i  question  for  a  long  time 
in  my  mind.  1  find  that  where  High  street 
debouches  mto  Summer  street,  Elmost  directly  op- 
posite this  street,  it  must  of  necessity  send  a  large 
amount  of  travel  in  that  direction.  Hence 
it  did  eeera  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  grand  con- 
venience to  have  the  widening.  The  gentlemau 
last  up  has  said  that  three  years  ago  a  very  large 
number  of  capitalists  presented  a  petitiou  neve 
tor  the  widening  of  that  street,  and  it  would  have 
been  unanimously  passed.  Let  us  look  to  what 
was  the  conoition  of  the  city  of  Boston,  the  con- 
dition of  business  three  years  ago,  tae  ease  with 
which  men  spent  money  thee  years  ago,  how 
much  larger  $50,000  or  $60,000  looks  to- 
day than  it  oid  three  years  ago,  aud 
we  shall  see  what  the  temper  of  the  people 
of  Boston  is  in  regard  to  srreet-widenings  at  pres- 
ent. 1  think  the  feeling  of  our  coustituenrs,  as 
citizens,  towards  us  is  that  we  shall  economize  in 
eveiy  possible  manner  that  we  can.  Of  course  it 
is  a  question  of  what  is  economy ;  whether  it  is 
economy  not  to  widen  this  street  at  the  pies riit 
time,  or  whether  it  would  be  the  best  economy  to 
widen  it  at  the  present  time.  I  can  see,  sir,  that 
if  we,  at  the  present  time,  porch;  se  that 
corner  piece  of  land,  and  so  take  it  away 
from  the  city  of  Bostou  as  taxable  prop- 
erty, n  will  be  of  no  essential  benefit  to 
the  city  which  will  lose  taxes  on  it  for  some  time 
to  come.  Then  again  I  can  see  that  the  owners  of 
tDe  cheap  builoings,  lunoina'  tiom  that  vacant 
piece  of  ground  down  as  far  as  the  schoolhouse, 
which  nas  been  mentioned,  will  do  one  of  two 
things:  tney  will  find  that  the  city  has  purchased 
tbi«  corner  lot,  rumitij  down  to  their  buildings, 
ana  they  will  immediately  proceed  to  give  the 
impression  that  they  are  about  to  erect  $40,- 
000  ouildings  upon  the  sireet,  and  there- 
lore  other  ordtrs  will  come  ;n  here,  for 
us  to  continue  that  costly  ;:treet  widening 
in  a  year  when  every  possible  economy 
is  called' tor.  That  we  may  reasonably  look  for  it 
we  know  human  nature  and  ihe  policy  of 
gentlemen  interested  in  city  governments. 
Again,  ir  we  do  vot  purcha~e  this  propeity,  and 
inasmuch  as  the  plans  are  all  prepared  for  tbe 
new  building  and  gentlemen  know  that  the  new 
building  is  to  oe  erecred,  I  can  hardly  thu  k,  with 
the  number  of  buildings  that  aie  to  let  and  the 
position  real  estate  occupies  in  the  market  today, 
that  the  benefit  of  these  owners  of  these 
old  dwelling  houses,  which  are  now  being  let  out 
to  poor  ptople  at  a  very  much  better  rate 
than  can  be  got  for  warehouses,  would  pull  them 
down  and  put  up  costly  warehouses  which  can- 
not possibly  be  reuteJ.  I  have  been,  sir,  so  even- 
ly baianced  on  this  subject  tnat  X  have  thought 
that  I  would  almost  like  to  pair  off  with  myself 
on  my  vote  upon  it,  but  I  cannot  ihiDk, 
if  1  should  vote  tor  this  proposition,  sir,  I  should 
be  carrying  out  tne  wishes  of  those  who  sent  me 
here.  I  shall  therefore  feel  constrained,  in  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs,  when  we  have  made  so 


3 any  street  widenings,  and  as  theie  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  an  absolute  suffering  ol  the 
citiz-os  of  Boston  for  this  street  widening, 
to  vote  against  it.  We  have  heard  the  voice 
of  a  gentleman  who  has  practical  expeiience,  tbe 
one  who  spoke  before  the  last,  a  gettleman  of 
practical  experience,  who  has  in  his  employ  men 
who  orive  heavily  loaned  teams,  and  who  would, 
of  course,  be  the  very  first  who  would  present 
their  complaints  and  objections,  but  nut  one  of 
them  has  spoken  against  it.  vVe  have  also  several 
parallel  avenues  woich  give  ample  approach  to 
the  depot  in  question  and  free  access  to  it  and 
egiess  from  it,  and  consequently  I  cannot  see 
theie  is  any  amount  of  suffering.  Fuithermore, 
it  has  been  >-aid,  the  very  moment  a  street  is  wid- 
ened probably  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  vould 
it,  petition  foi  a  track  to  run  directly  through 
there,  and  the  street  would  be  in  the  same  condi- 
tion or  a  worse  one  than  it  is  at  present.  We  have 
tracks  running  through  streets  now  whica  ate  as 
narrow  as  that,  and  which  are  crowded  every- 
where with  vehicles  and  witn  meichandise  which 
of  necessity  is  placed  on  the  sidewalks.  There- 
tore,  sir,  looking  at  the  question  in  all  its  various 
lights,  I  think  we  can  pause  a  while.  "Wisely  and 
slow— the v  stumble  that  iun  fast." 

Mr.  Howes  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  supple- 
ment the  statement  of  tne  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down.with  refereuce  toachangetnai  has  taken 
place  amoaj;  the  property  owners  and  capitalists 
during  the  last  toiee  yeais.  A.t  that  time  there 
was  a  very  strong  feeling  that  it  was  desirable  to 
have  wide  streets.  I  think  since  then  a  great 
change  has  taken  place.  Even  a  :iguerof  this 
petition,  Mr.  Clafli.i,  and  others,  I  think  would 
hesitate  some  nue  before  they  would 
6ien  a  petition  of  this  kind  at'  present. 
Whether  it  is  that  the  charges  for  Det- 
tei'nienis  have  been  so  severe  upon  rhem, 
that  it  may  have  prejudiced  them,  I  know  not, 
but  I  am  certain  of  the  fact  that  a  very  large 
number  of  capitalists  on  these  streets  are  opposed 
to  wide  streets.  Tbey  .ay  it  is  a  detriment  to 
their  busiuess;  that  they  can  do  better  businses 
on  a  forty-foot  street  than  on  a  sixty  or  seveoty- 
foot  street:  rt>at  for  purposes  of  trade,  forty-foot 
streets  are  better  by  far  than  those  of  a  greater 
width.  I  have  heard  that  from  fifty ,  I  should  say, 
at  leasr.  The  number  of  veaicles  in  the  sureets 
duiiog  the  past  three  years  has  greatly  diminished. 
One  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Red  Line  omnibuses, 
toid  me  some  tew  months  ago  that  these  coaches 
could  make  much  quicker  time  from  the  South 
End  to  the  Northern  depots  than  befoie,  on  ac- 
count of  the  diminution  of  crowds  in  the  stre°ts. 
It  seems  to  me  useless  to  enter  upon  an  improve- 
ment at  the  pre.-ent  time,  when  it  is  unnecessary. 
When  the  necessity  comes,  as  ic  mav  some  time, 
that  these  streets  may  be  overcrowded,  I  think 
that  difficul'y  will  be  overcome  by  the  larger  and 
better  adaptation  of  tha  marginal  railroad  tor  the 
ti  asportation  of  merchandise  fiom  the  northern 
to  the  southern  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Snaw  of  Ward  5 — t  have  been  engaged  in 
mercantile  ousiness  in  tue  city  of  Boston  for  the 
last  thirty  years,  and  I  undertake  to  say  that  tbe 
statement  of  the  gentleman  last  up  is  wholly  with- 
out foundation. 

Mr.  Howes— My  statement  was  merelv  a  repeti- 
tion of  what  has  been  said  to  me. 

Mr.  Sbaw— He  merely  misconstrues  what  has 
b3ea  said  to  him;  for  it  is  preposterous  for  any 
gentleman  to  state  that  a  Boston  merchant  says 
it  is  harder  to  sell  goods  ou  a  wiJe  street  toan  a 
narrow  oDe.  Tne  true  meaning  is  that  it  does  n't 
appear  so  well  n  a  large  city  to  have  a  large  street 
half  full  as  to  have  a  narrow  street  crowded  wiih 
business,  that  is  the  truth.  The  idea  ot  not  sell- 
ing goods  so  »rll  on  a  wide  street  as  on  a  narrow 
one  would  be  preposterous.  So  much  for  ihat. 
Experience  is  worth  something,  and  this  hard 
labor  in  mercantile  business  has  given  me  some- 
thing of  that  experience.  Now,  sir,  what  is  this 
talk  about  economy?  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
passing  this  spot  for  the  last  toirty  five  years,  half  a 
dozen  times  a  day  on  many  days;  and  I  undertake 
to  sav  that  South  sti  eetis  the  great  thoroughfare  to 
the  Old  Colony  tlepot.  Talk  about  comparing  it 
with  Lincoln  street,  which  is  but  one  passageway 
to  the  Boston  &  Albany  depot.  My  worthy  friend 
from  State  street  does  n't  pass  there  so  often  .»s  I 
do.  His  palace  is  in  another  part  of  the  city.  He 
says  1400  veaicles  pass  a  certain  point  on  Broad- 
way— no  doubt  about  that — and  he  compares  it 
with  little  South  street.  If  he  had  oely  thrown  a 
stone  from  that  point  (where  he   examined  the 
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matter)  to  Federal  strest  and  followed  it,  be 
would  nave  found  a  street— how  man/  feet  wide? 
Cai.  aoy  geotlsman  tsll  me? 

Mr.  Page— Snventy. 

Mr.  Shaw— Seventy  feet,  aud  crowded  wuh  ve- 
hicles every  hour  of  tie  cay  till  nine  o'clock  at 
night.  And  then  he  says  no  doubt  the  railway 
track  will  lie  oaiic.  I  hope  to  God  it  will.  Give 
us  lailway  tracks,  for  tney  ara  the  people's  meaos 
of  getting  through  the  streets.  I  hope  the  street 
will  be  widened,  but!  don't  think  the  committee 
intend  to  widen  it  now.  Take,  the  little  spot, 
where  the  deoiis  oC  the  old  building  nae  been 
takfn  away,  at  au  expense  of  $42,000 — not  for  the 
past,  cor  for  today,  but  for  the  future.  Woo  be- 
lieves that  the  business  of  this  great  city  is  to  re- 
main as  it  has  for  the  last  year  or  two?  We  are 
looking  ahead  i  o  ths  great  future  of  Boston.  This 
property  should  be  secured  nowwhile  no  builoing 
is  upon  it.  The  owners  intend  ti  put  an  expi^n- 
sive  building  ujioa  it.  That  street  mu^t  br  widen- 
ed witbmafew  years  at  any  rate,  and  why  allow  this 
expensive  building  to  be  put  up  that  the  citv  must 
pay  for?  Will  auy  gentlejian  of  common  sen-e 
believe  that  the  business  of  Bost-.n  will  long  stand 
where  it  is  too  ay?  If  so,  I  have  a  veiy  poor  opin- 
ion of  his  judgment.  Talk  about  the  streets  of 
New  York,  why,  I  remember  ones  to  have  neai  d  a 
saving  of  Rev.  Dr.  Oapia  thai  it  needed  more 
taleut  to  pass  across  Bioadwsy  at  midday  rhan  it 
doer,  to  make  a  justice  ot  the  peace  in  New  Eng- 
land; and  I  havei  do  doubt  it  is  true.  Has  there 
been  this  opposition  heretofore  to  street  winen- 
ings?  Not  at  all.  Bit  now  we  talk  economy.  It 
is  pnisimony,  not  economy.  I  have  no  shad- 
ow of  interest  io  this  matter,  and  oid  r.ot  intend 
to  say  ons  word  upon  it;  but  compaiisons 
have  been  mad-  which  will  mot  bear  investiga- 
tion, and  as  oue  who  knows  the  neighborhood 
I  tnmk  it  my  outy  to  stats  the  tacts.  The 
schoolhouse  there  is  occupied  only  (or  temporary 
purposes;  then  a  simple  stone's  throw  brings  us 
to  East  streer,  and  another  stone's  tbrow  to  where 
another  old  buildma  has  been  taken  down.  Now, 
if  any  gentleman  has  toi'owed  me  along  in  this 
statement,  he  will  see  at  otics  that  the  cost  will  be 
very  little  when  th^  work  is  done,  as  the  buildings 
arecheap.  The  business  of  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road is  ciowding  through  tba  street  today,  and  I 
challenge  any  oue  to  show  that  it  is  n't;  cairiages, 
teams,  trucks  and  vehicles  ot  all  kinds aie blocked 
ther"  every  day,  and  almost  every  hourot  the  day. 
The  necessity  for  die  widening  will  be  doubly  ap- 
parent when  business  resumes  its  accustomed 
channels.  We  should  taBe  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  buy  this  laud  for  $100,000 
less  than  we  can  buy  it  for  when  the 
necessity  does  aiise.  That  is  a  crowded 
part  of  the  city.  Within  the  last  f  nnr  years  Fed- 
eral street  has  been  wideued  to  moie  than  double 
it  •  former  width  sir.ee  I  first  knew  it  Talk  about 
the  Marginal  Railroad — I  believe  in  tnat  granu 
road  wuich  goes  through  that  broad  avemw;  aud 
lam  only  glad  to  say  I  was  n't  one  of  the  stock- 
holders who  lost  all  their  stock  because  it  couldn't 
be  made  to  pay.  In  a  few  ytars  ail  the  buildings 
on  the  burnt  district  may  be  occupied.  I  luve 
represented  that  district  for  many  year»  both  in 
the  City  Council  and  Legislature,  and  traveled 
over,  I  had  almost  said,  every  inch  of  the  g  ound, 
aDd  I  know  its  necessities.  Talk  about  Governor 
Clafliu  doing  this,  that  or  the  other!  He  is  but 
one  individual— a  man  of  most  excellent  judg- 
ment— auu  lie  sigus  a  petition  when  ne  thinks  it 
is  right.  I  believe  tuat  within  a  year  eveiy 
toot  of  that  territory  will  be  leased.  Let  us  take 
things  as  »e  fino  them  and  make  the  best  of  them. 
Let  us  siaud  up  for  toe  whol*  citj,andnot  go 
against  ore  part  or  the  other.  I-  the  e  a  gentle- 
man who  deprecates  the  extensio  i  of  Washing- 
ton street?  If  so,  It  t  him  rise.  Let  us  not  take 
narrow  views,  but  look  at  the  broad  future  before 
us  and  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  make 
a  good  bargain  by  the  purcease  of  this  piece  of 
property. 

Mr.  Guild — the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  [Mr. 
How3S]  needs  .  o  indoisement;  but  as  it  has 
seemed  necessaiy  to  reter  to  our  past  record, 
I  rather  ieluct=.ritly  rise  to  say  I  have  lived 
over  forty  years  in  Bostou,  and  'hat  my 
"palace"  was  at  one  time  ou  south  street;  and  I 
bave  walked  over  the  burnt  district  several  time9 
a  day.  I  believe  in  broad  streets,  ana  I  have 
newrd  one,  two,  three,  four,  or  a  dozen  merchants 
on  Winter  street— when  l  took  occasion  for  a  cer- 
tain purpose  to  inquire— say  tl  at  thev  trusted 
that  Winter  street  would  not  oe  widened,  because 
they  thought  a  nanovv  street  beneficial  to  their 


business.  I  think  Winter  street  is  too  narrow  for 
public  tiavel;  nevertheless  I  beli-ve  wnat  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  said,  and  I  shall  take 
the asserrions  of  the  lastspeassr  with  soma  grains 
of  allowance  Bui  I  wish  to  say  that  my  reasons 
are  just  as  potent  as  those  of  tne  gentleman  from 
Ward  5.  I  eancot  think  that  it  is  time  for  us  to 
continually  rush  into  unnecessary  expenditures, 
because  thev  will  be  b-nefieial  in  the  eno.  If  so, 
we  might  lay  out  many  costly  streets,  like  taose 
which  any  gentleman,  who  has  nuen  through 
New  York,  has  neeo.  You  "ill  find  street  after 
street  lighteo  wih  gas,  with  not  a  single  dwelling 
upon  them— miles  above  civilization,  or  certainly 
abeve  where  there  are  any  inhabitants — whtc  j  we 
kLOW  have  beeo  our  througa  by  jobbery.  Conse- 
qneutly  it  is  not  a  gooo  argument — it  is  a  very 
popular  one,  I  ad  mt— to  speak  of  trie  future 
properity  of  Boston  ;  and  if  we  lay  out  grand  ave- 
nces  ana  make  magnificent  additions  to  our 
prooerty,  the  Bo  tonians  of  tt>e  future  will  possi- 
bly thank  us  for  it.  The  opening  of  Washington 
street  has  lung  been  a  neces-ity,  »nd  it  would 
have  beeu  do  •  a  grc^t  many  yeai?  ago  but 
for  the  vote  ct  one  roan.  It  must  beacmitted  toat 
the  opening  ot  that  street  is  a  great  improve- 
ment; but  I  do  Dot  bel  eve  the  necessitv  of  the 
case  requires  that  we  should  commence  this 
widening  of  South  street,  which  the  very  moment 
it  is  none  will  call  for  an  iucreas-d  expense  of  half 
a  million  dollars  or  moie.  I  do  not  tuiok  the 
citizens  of  Boston  require  or  oesire  us  to  do  it; 
a.o  tnirking  that  such  arc  their  wishes  is  the 
nasou  I  have  made  the  remarks  I  have  in  onp-  si- 
uon  to  it. 

Ibe  years  and  uavs  nere  ordered  auc  ttu  re- 
solve and  order  were  lejected  in  non-concurrence 
with  the  Street  Con-iimssioners — yeas  15,  nays  42. 

Yeas— Messts.Burditt,  Clarke, Crocker,  Duggau, 
Fitzpatrick,  Flynn,  Harrigan.  Hicks,  Kellev, 
No^e:,  Power,  Shaw,  Walsh,  Willcutt,  Wilson— 
15. 

Nays— Messrs.  Brackett,  Burgess,  Collins,  Curtis, 
Cushing,  Cusbman,  Dever  ux,  Edwards,  Felt, 
Fitzgerald,  Goldtawait,  Guil  \,  Harmon,  Howes, 
Jaques,  Kimball,  Kingsbury,  Kingsl=y.  Lappen, 
Leightoi,  Loring,  Mooney,  Moriiso-,  Newton, 
Page,'Paiktr,  Peabody,  Perkins.  Pierce,  Sampson, 
Sioley,  Smith.  Sprague,  Sweetser,  Tnacher,  Train, 
Trap;  Wadsworth,  Wal bridge,  Whucomb,  Wilbur 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Ancersou,  Barry, 
Calwey,  Coyle,  Damon,  Day,  Hiscock,  Moley.  Mur- 
ray, Osborne,  Rice,  StaceyJ  Wbumore,  Woods. 

BOXES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Sibley  of  Ward  20,  the  Coun- 
cil took  up  the  special  assignment  torS^jP-  >I.. 
viz.,  report  and  oruer  to  aa  end  the  rules  nd 
orders  of  the  Common  Council.  (Citv  Doc.  No. 
125.) 

The  several  amendments  pro  nosed  m  the  order 
weie  adopted  seriatim,  aud  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Fitzgetald  of  Ward  7  moved  tn  atreod  sec- 
tion 50  ly  adamg,  "On  the  previous  question 
debate  shall  be  a'lowed  only  to  give  reason  why 
the  main  question  s'lould  not  be  put'' :  aud  to 
amend  section  67  by  striking  out  the  words 
"who  voted  with,  the  majority."  ;o  that  it 
shall  reaa,  "If  a  vote  has  been  passed,  any  me m- 
bei  may  move  a  recoosiieratiou  the  eof,  in  the 
same  ineetiug  or  if  he  slit  li  give  notice  to  the  Clerk 
withiu  twecty-four  hours,"  etc. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  said  that  the  reason  for  tne  first 
amendment  was  veiy  apearent.  Tli-r  previous 
question  was  rather  an  abruot  wav  to  strangle 
debate  and  should  only  d"  put  when  the  members 
had  made  up  their  cciuds  that  no  mors  debate  was 
necessary.  Now.  unaer  the  rules  as  they  row 
were,  i.ny  member  ou  the  opposite  side,  any  mem- 
ber who  was  in  favor  of  the  previous  question, 
could  get  up,  a.  d  those  who  wanted  any 
more  debate  would  have  no  opportunity 
of  f-peaKins!.  In  nearly  ell  parliamentary 
bodies  that  he  knew  of,  whei  th  previous  ques- 
tion w&s  moved  the  persous  «  ho  opposed  it  were 
allowed  to  speak  only  upon  the  moriou,  and  give 
reasons  whv  it  should  not  be  oidered.  Speaking 
on  the  other  amendment,  he  said  it  was  the  ex- 
perience ot  all  the  membeis  or  the  board  that  rf 
they  wanted  the  previous  ^ues'ion  move  i  all  thsy 
bad  to  do  was  to  ask  their  friend  iu  the  next 
seat,  who  voted  in  the  mjority.  to  move 
it  as  a  personal  favor.  The  present  rule 
ineaot  notbiug  except  that  it  put  members  to  the 
bothei  of  asking,  and  the  request  was  alw»>s 
granted  *s  a  matter  of  course.  Why  not  do  an  ay 
with  it  aud  allow  auy  member  of  the  board  to 


DECEMBER       23,       1875 


750 


move  a  leconsideration  oo  matter  on  which  side 
he  voted.  Theie  was  oo  memhecof  the  Council  so 
po:r  that  he  hao  rot  a  friend  who,  out  of  courte- 
Ey  to  him,  would  move  i  lie  previous  ques:ion. 

The  first  ame  jdment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Shav  of  Ward  5  objected  to  the  secoud  one 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  iuconsisteot  because  of 
the  fact  that  they  hail  ju.-t  passed  an  amendment 
to  section  G3,  by  striking-  out  the  words,  "in  the 
majority."  and  inserting  therefor,  "with  the  pre- 
vailing party.'' 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"with  the  prevailing  paity,"  n  section  63. 

rue  motion  was  carried  atd  ther  his  second 
amendment  to  the  sectiou  was  adopted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  a  transfer  of  $454  Irom  ''Laying  out 
and  grading  Madison  square"  to  "lirading  and 
improving  Orchard  uaik." 

Mr.  Parker  of  Ward  14  asked  if  the  park  is  to  be 
fim-heil  thin  year. 

Mr.  Wilbur  of  Ward  13  said  he  could  a't  state; 
but  the  grading  has.  been  clone,  *tnd  he  presumed 
this  is  to  pay  the  bills. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Or  ier  for  transfeis  in  Lamp  apcropriatiou  from 
"gas"  to  "castings,"  $10,000,  to  wrouglit-iron 
woik,  $2000,  to  gas  lanterns,  $20110;  from  "lighting 
and  care  of  gas  lamps"  to  "gas  lanterns,"  $4000; 
from  "fluid  lanterns"  to  "committee's  exoenses," 
$100;  aud  order  for  a  oransfer  la  the  Ferry  appio- 
priation  ot  $2000  from  "watei,  gas  and  chandlery" 
to  "carpenter's  a"d  joiner's  work  on  boats."  Sev- 
erally passed  in  concurrence — y<  as  r>2,  navs  0. 

Order  for  the  purchase  of  the  mill  of  Franklin 
King,  on  Mill  srreel,  Ward  24,  at  rot  ej.ceeiing 
$13,000,  for  tne  widening  of  said  street,  and  for 
sanitary  purposes.    Pa>sed.    Sent  up. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Board  of  Health.  Request  for  the  ado iti on  of 
$10,000  to  the  sum  alieady  .  ppropriated  for  a 
smallpox  hosuital,  as  the  $25,000  appropriated  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  overcome  the  difficulty.  Re- 
feired  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

Sent  up. 

OOCHITUATE   WATER   BOARD. 

Mr.  Noyes  of  Waid  5  cresented  a  iequest  for 
the  following  transfers  in  the  Water  Worfcs  ap- 
preciation:  From  the  item  for  "stopcocks,  hy- 
drants and  boz.es"  to  service  pipes,  $7000,  and 
$1000  to  "repairing  resr  rvoirs";  trom  "aqueduct" 
to  "Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,"  $500. 

Also,  a  request  that  the  Oitv  Council  authorize 
the  Mayor  to  petition  the  General  Cou  -t  for  an  act 
authorizing  the  city  toturther  control  and  protect 
its  sources  of  water  supply  from  infringement  or 
pollution,  ind  to  control  and  resulaie  the  use  of 
the  land  and  driveway  around  iihestnut  Hid  and 
Brookhne  re-ervoirs;  also. for  an  act  forbidding 
tue  acquisition  of  adverse  prescriptive  riuhts  by 
any  pe>soo  with  respect  to  real  estate  held  by  the 
city  in  connection  wuh  the  sources  of  water  fup- 
plv. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  eu 
Waler.    Sent  up. 

PETITION   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Timelier  of  Ward  15— Petition  of  Samuel 
B.  Cunningham  tor  leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden 
omlding  situated  on  506  Broad  wav.  Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

Sent  up. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Mr.  Psabody  submitted  a  report  from  toe  Com- 
mittee oi  Finance  on  the  ouI<m  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  provioing  the  means  for  raisine  tbe 
gradj  of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad 
at  Swetf  street,  recommendii  g  the  passage  of  the 
following: 

0:aered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets, 
in  the  construction  of  Swett  street  extended,  be 
authorized  to  enter  iDto  ariaugements  w'th  the 
New  Yoik  &  New  England  Railroad  Gompaoy  for 
raisnisi  the  grade  of  Swett  street,  to  pass  unaer 
the  same;  also  for  the  building  of  the  abutments 
for  the  railroad  bridge  on  East  Ches>er  park  ex- 
tended iu  accordance  with  th-j  teims  and  condi- 
tions set  forth  io  a  communication  of  said  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company,  dated 
Nov.  29,  1875,  addressed  to  John  T  .  Clark,  Esq., 
Chairman  of  the  Street  Committee,  and  piinted  in 
City  Document  123  ot  1875,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $112,000,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Engineer. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 


on  Finaace,  to  hotrod  $112,000,  to  be  added  to  che 
amount  heretofore  bonowed  for  the  S^eet-street 
extension. 
Oraered  to  a  second  reading. 

OtAIMS. 

Mr.  Tht;cher  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  follow- 
ing fiom  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report*  of  leave  to  withdraw  oo  petitions  of 
Michael  Duou  to  be  paid  for  injuries  caused  by 
construction  of  sewer  in  Centre  street;  and  J.  P. 
Downing  to  be  paid  tor  personal  injuries  caused 
bv  a  fail  on  Weslsv  street. 

Repo'.t  on  recommitted  peation  of  Standard 
Laundiy  Machine  Company,  that  they  are  satis- 
fied, after  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject,  that 
tbe  oetuioners  are  entitled  to  a  certain  comoensa- 
tion,  and  taey  recommend  the  following: 

Or  ered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Standard  Lmundiy  Machine  Company,  in  com- 
pel) anon  for  an  infringement  of  rheir  patents  by 
certain  agents  of  the  city  of  Boston,  the  sum  of 
$900,  upon  neir  tiiviog  to  the  city  a  release  and 
discnarge,  satisfactory  to  the  Citw  Solicitor,  from 
all  ■;  .mages,  costs  aod  expenses  incutred  by  them 
in  consequence  of  said  mf  .•iogem-nts;  said  sum  to 
be  chaiged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Paae  of  Ward  9  asked  tor  an  explanation  of 
the  order. 

Mr.  Thacher  explained  rhat  three  of  the  ma- 
chices  of  this  compaoy  had  ben  purcua-ed  by 
the  trustees  for  use  at  tne  City  Hospital •  that 
thB  inner  cylinders  got  broken;  tnat  a  sub- 
committee visited  the  parties  to  have  them 
repaired,  hot  coulo  not  get  it  done,  and 
were  urge  I  to  buy  ne.v  machines.  The  ma- 
chines were  repaired  at  an  expense  of  $150  or 
$200,  and  subsequently  the  company  rut  in  a 
claim  fir  infringement  of  the  patent.  They  out 
in  a  petition  and  appeared  before  the  committee, 
claiming  $5000  damages  for  the  use  ot  the  ma- 
chine, to  say  oothiog  of  the  infringement.  The 
committee  did  not  believe  tnat  an  equitable. claim, 
and  reported  leave  ro  withdraw.  Wlnl-  the  report 
was  passing  from  tht  Aldermen  to  the  Coun- 
cil. Mr.  Bugbee  received  a  uoie  from  the 
company  asking  to  have  the  matter  delayed,  and 
it  was  laid  on  th»  table  on  Mr.  Thachtr's  motion, 
and  subsequently  recommitted.  The  parties 
proved  that  they  would  have  made  a  profit  of 
about  $900  if  the  new  machines  had  been  sold  to 
the  city,  and  after  consultation  with  Mr.  Healy, 
th  City  Solicitor,  the  committee  recommend  the 
payment  of  that  sum. 

Mr.  Page  thought  it  an  extraordinary  order  to 
come  to  the  City  Council;  it  should  rather  go  to 
the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  who  kr..-w  all 
the  circumstances  coonected  with  it. 

Mr.  Kimball  said  no  subject  had  been  more 
fully  considered  bv  a  committee,  on  account  of  tne 
large  claim  made  at  first;  the.v  had  taken  all  the 
evidence,  and  though  he  could  not  give  all  th« 
figures  in  detail,  it  was  proved  beyond  a  doubt 
that  this  an, ount  of  damage  had  been  cone,  aod 
after  long  negotiations  a  settlement  had  b^en 
effected  for  $900.  He  noned  it  would  nor  go  to  the 
trustees,  as  they  had  bpen  before  tbe  committee, 
who  ha  i  obtained  all  che  information  possible. 

Mi.  Thacher  corrected  his  previous  statement, 
showirg  that  there  were  four  machiQ  -s  instead  of 
three. 

Mr.  Page  tnoug^t  that  $900  was  a  very  latge 
profit  on  four  machine'.  He  thought  the  parties 
wouldget  fall  justice  from  'he  tuistees. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  the  trustees  were  before  the 
committee;  the  testimony  was  wi'tten  out  by  the 
clerk  and  taken  to  the  City  Solicitor,  who  believed 
the  settlement  the  best  that  could  oe  made.  The 
report  is  made  by  a  committee  who  know  all 
about  the  subject,  and  is  opposed  by  a  gent'eman 
who  ha*  not  been  before  the  committee  and  don't 
know  anything  aoout  it. 

Mr.  Bracket?  of  Ward  10  said  the  trustees  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  it  is  a  legal  claim  against 
the  city.  The  committee  ascertained  that  the 
profit  on  the  machines  amounted  to  the  sum  re- 
ported. If  the  order  is  rejected,  it  *ill  result  in  a 
suit  against  the  city. 

Mr.  Thacher  informed  Mr.  Page  that  if  a  man 
provs  i,n  actual  damage  of  $900,  the  law  awards 
him  three  times  tnat  amount,  and  that  juries  are 
generally  very  generous  with  parties  having 
claims  against  the  city. 

Mr.  Shaw  objected  to  send  it  to  the  trustees,  who 
spend  $120,000  in  carrying  on  an  institution  that 
will  not  accommodate  200  patients. 

Tne  motion  to  refer  to  the  trustees  was  lost,  and 
the  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 
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THE  VICE  PRESIDENT'S  FUNERAL  EXPENSES. 

Oo  motion  ot  Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10,  the  or- 
der for  payment  ot  expenses  inclined  bv  Commit- 
tee on  the  Funeral  Ceremonies  of  the  late  Hon. 
Heniy  Wilson,  Vice  President  ot  the  United 
States,  from  Incidental  Expeuses,was  tarcen  from 
the  table  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Jaqu<p  of  Ward  9— I  uDuerstnod  that  the 
order  was  laid  upon  the  table  till  Sume  informa- 
tion as  to  the  amount  could  be  obtained,  but  I  do 
not  understand  that  such  a  report  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Flynn  ot  Ward  7 — It  was  laid  upon  tee  ta- 
ble, but  no  mofron  was  made  oi  order  introduced 
requesting  the  committee  to  give  the  required  in- 
formation. If  gentlemen  have  ao  confidence  in 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  Is  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  thick  be  will  aporove  other  than  prop- 
er and  just  bills,  let  them  votr  against  the  order. 
I  don't  know  whether  the  chairman  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  has  the  list  or  not.  I  don't  oelieve 
his  hoior  will  approve  lmprooei  bills. 

Mr.  Jaques— I  don't  know  that  any  motioo  was 
made,  hut  certainly  tne,  discussion  which  led  to 
the  laying  ot  the  order_upon  the  Cable  was  with 
the  view  of  having  a  statement  io  iegard  io  the 
amour t.  I  think  it  would  oe  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  that  action  to  vote  for  it  without  the  amount 
being  known. 

Mr.  Sweetsei — That  order  wa°  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble u.uoo  my  motion,  and  I  said  we  had  no  means 
of  knowing  what  the  amount  was,  and  I  hoped 
the  committee  would  ar^e  us  the  information.  I 
should  like  to  k cow  if  the  order  comes  from  an 
individual  or  a  committee. 

Mi.Flytn — The  committee  had  a  meeting,  and 
at  their  request  the  order  was  introduced  ii*  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  comes  heie,  I  nave  no 
doubt  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  can  give  the 
desired  information. 

Mr.  Brackett  of  Ward  10— I  am  not  aware  that 
the  ordti'  comes  fiom  the  committes.  As  I  did 
Df.t  know  the  amount  of  the  bills,  tor  my  own 
information  I  ioquired  of  the  Auditor  todav, 
and  he  gave  the  amount,  $950.  Thev  are  for 
decorating  Faneuil  Hall,  for  meals  for  the  police 
who  were  on  duty  a  number  of  days,  for  carriages 
for  the  City  Couccil,  foi  floral  decorations,  and 
various  small  items.  If  gentlemen  will  compare 
this  amount  with  the  sums  expended  upoa  similar 
occasions  in  the  past  I  think  they  will  see  that  it 
is  not  large. 

Mr.  Flynn — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  give  us 
the  items  so  that  the  Council  will  know  what  they 
are  voting  for. 

Mr.  Brackett— Decorating  Faneuil  Hall,  $400; 
carriages  for  the  Citv  Council  at  the  funeral, 
$258.50;  meals  fo_-  policemen  on  duty,  $127.80; 
brok»n  column  sent  to  Naticfe,  $41.75:  rosettes 
and  badges  for  City  Council,  and  sundry  small 
matters,  $44.25;  making  in  all  $950. 

Mr.  Guild  of  Ward  6— I  am  glad  we  have  this 
informatiou;  and  while,  of  course,  I  would  not 
impugn  the  aoprov  ofer  the  bills,  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  City  Government  passing  orders  for  the 
payment  of  bills  where  no  amount  is  expressed. 
Here  is  a  bill  the  amount  ot  which  even  the 
chairman  was  ignorant  when  first  presented  here, 
but  this  is  the  way  we  ought  to  have  bills  brought 
to  the  City  Government.  When  we  go  down  to 
the  Auditor's  office,  what  do  we  fiid?  That  re- 
freshments have  been  furnished  a  committee  to 
the  amount  015  $275,  no  items  are  given,  it  is 
sinioly  refreshments  for  committtee.  The  items 
in  these  bills  ought  to  be  on  file  in  the  Aud- 
itor's office,  that  we  may  see  who  has  in- 
curred the\n.  This  is  a  reasonable  bill,  and  I 
think  every  one  will  cordially  indorse  it.  It  has 
been  put  through  in  a  cheap  manner,  but  1  am 
glad  my  friend  opposite  thought  to  have  it  laid 
upon  the  tible,  and  forced  the  issue.  We  should 
bave  everything  done  h°re  with  mercantile  preci- 
sion. What  merchant  would  approve  bills  tor 
merchandise  for  $75  or  $950  without  knowing  the 
items?    I  speak  warmly  upon  this  matter  because 


there  is  an  oppotuuity  to  speak  upo ;  the  system 
of  making  charges  in  committees  where  though 
all  do  do  incur  them  but  all  are  neld  responsible. 
I  hope  this  hint  will  be  acted  upon  in  the  City 
Government  hereafter. 

A  motioo  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
by  Mr.  Sweetser,  was  lost,  and  the  --rder  was  pass- 
ed in  concurrence — yeas  42,  nays  3 — Messrs.  Pea- 
body  of  Ward  9,  sarcoson  of  Ward  10  and  Sweet- 
ser of  Wart)  10  voting  nay. 

THE    FINAL    SESSION. 

Mr.  Perkins  of  Warn  16  offered  the  following: 
Oiderec;,  That  when  ihi'-  Council  adjourn  it  be 

to     meet   on   Thursday   nexc,   Dec.  -30,   at  tour 

o'clock  P.  M. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

REPORT  OF  SEWERAGE  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  Jaques  ot  Ward  9  offered  the  follow  jog: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  on  the  Sewer- 
age of  Boston  be  authorized  to  repoit  in  print, 
ano  that  3000  copies  of  their  report  be  printed ; 
the  expense  of  printing  500  oopies  of  said  recort 
to  be  charged  to  roe  appropriation  for  General 
Printing,  and  the  expense  of  printing  the  remain- 
ing 2500  copies  oo  be  cnarged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Services. 

Mr.  Tliacber  a«ked  if  tbey  proposed  to  print 
plans  or  diagrams. 

Mr.  Jiques  was  unable  to  give  f<e  information. 
The  order  was  handed  to  bim  cy  the  Mayor,  with 
the  request  to  offer  it,  as  it  is  desirable  to  pre- 
sent the  report  during  the  present  year.  Ir  will 
be  interesting  to  every  citizen  ?nd  it  is  desirable 
that  all  who  desire  to  read  it  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunrty. 

Mr.  Perkins  asked  if  it  would  be  possible  to 
print  the  report  and  presert  it  thts  5  ear. 

Mr.  Thacher  moveo  that  the  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  it  the  report  had  been  printed. 

Mr.  .Toques  was  unable  to  state,  but  could  see 
that  it  is  desir  »ole  that  it  should  be  printed.  They 
would  be  incurring  no  great  risk,  coosideiing  the 
source  whence  it  emanates,  to  pass  the  older  as  it 
now  stands. 

Mr.  Suaw  said  consistency  is  a  jewel.  It  isn't 
abieath  since  Mr.  Jaques  s  =  id  he  did  rj't  want  to 
pass  anything  without  knowing  tue  expense;  but 
the  breath  which  came  from  his  Hds  with  regard 
to  the  expense  of  the  fuceral  of  Henry  Wilson  is  n't 
cold,  and  yet  he  proposes  to  print,  the  report  with- 
out any  knowledge  whatever  of  the  expense  of  the 
plans  and  maps  it  contains. 

Mr.  Jaques  din  uot  suppose  it  was  u^ual  to 
have  an  estimate  of  the  cost  or  printing  a  docu- 
ment, aud  he  would  be  willing  to  take  the  course 
he  proposed,  and  the  committee  might  be  request- 
ed to  report  whether  it  ought  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Perkins  hoped  the  motion  ro  reff  r  would 
prevail,  as  the  report  could  not  be  printed  and 
made  to  this  Government. 

Mr.  Tbaeher  said  the  Superintendent  of  Ptint- 
ing  could  tell  the  approximate  cost  of  printing 
the  document,  i'his  is  an  iiidepend-mc  commis- 
sion; and  since  he  bad  been  in  City  Hall  the 
gates  had  beeu  opened  to  latge  expeudituies  by 
such  indepeadent  commissions.  It  would  be  easy 
to  tell  the  cost  of  printing,  and  he  hoped  it  wouhi 
be  referred. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  of  whom  the  commission  con- 
sists. 

Mr.  Kimball,  referring  to  the  minutes  of  the 
Aldermen  of  March  15,  said,  E.  S.  Chesbrough, 
Moses  Lane  aod  C.  F.  Folsom. 

Mr.  Shaw  said  it  was  not  the  valuable  document 
on  bis  table. 

Mi.  Jaques  wiihdrew  all  objection  to  the  refer- 
ence ;  he  did  not  suppose  there  would  be  auy  ob- 
jection, and  certainly  ne  heartily  subscribed  to 
the  principle  set  forth. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peabody.  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    37,    1875. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M,,  Alder- 
man Claxk,  Ouaiiman,  presiding. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Twenw-two  giaod  jurors  ware  drawn  for  the 
Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATIONS. 

Police  Officers— Howard  B.  Mo-se,  George  H. 
Hobson,  Henry  Dawson,  Lawrence  H.  Sexton, 
Arthur  W.  Newcomb,  William  J.  Sweeney,  Ever- 
ett F. Sanborn,  John  Ebert,  George  W.  Payne, 
Matthew  W .  Kennedy. 

Relet  red  to  Committee  on  Police. 

Special  Police  Offic°r— Leonard  Brown,  at  the 
M.  E.  Mission  Church,  East  Boston. 

Concurred. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Henry  B.  Wetherell,  for  leave  to  occupy 
a  new  brick  stable  for  two  boises  at  198  Beacon 
stteet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
theBoard.  W.  L.  Richardson,  for  the  removal  of 
atiea  on  the  southeast  corner  of  McLean  and 
Blo>so  '  st  eets 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment. William  I.  Bowiitc"  etal,,thzt  copies  of 
Assessors'  Pians  be  filed  m  Ree-istrv  of  Deeds. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Carl  Lorenzen,  for 
leave  to  maintain  a  proje  ting  unlettered  gas  lan- 
tern in  front  of  10  Avery  stieet. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  Quirk,  for 
leave  to  move  a  wooden  budding  from  Swett 
street  to  unnamed  court  ont  of  Norfolk  avenue. 

E  H.  R.  Rugirles  et  al.,  that  Central  avenue  in 
Wsvd  24  be  constructed  as  per  agreement  with 
town  of  Milton. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  move  wooden  buildings  by 
James  Melleu  &  Co.  acioss  North  Harvard  street 
(old  Ward  19);  W.  R.  Cavanagh,  from  Culvert 
street(old  Ward  15),  to  Boylston  avenue  (old  Ward 
17);  John  Cavarjagh  from  Adams  stiett,  Waid  16, 
to  Milton  street,  Ward  16. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  aDite  asseysm-nt  on  estate  of  Francis 
Cunt  ingflam, I'D  the  Northan;piou---treet  district, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $105.60.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  FOR  CONCUR- 
RENCE. 

Petitious  were  referred  in  concuirence. 

An  order  tor  Comtnissioueis  on  sewerage  to 
recort  in  print  oame  up  refcned  to  the  Conimit- 
lee  on  Printing.    Concurrpd. 

A  request  from  the  CorhtGuats  Water  Board  for 
the  tran  fers  of  certain  items  within  the  appro- 
priation for  water  came  up  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water.    Concurred. 

A  request  from  tht<  Co.  hituat^  "Water  Board  for 
the  Mayor  to  apply  for  an  act  to  protect  souices 
of  water  supply  from  poMutio",  etc.;  also  to  regu- 
late use  ot  land  on  Cnestnut  Hll  driveway;  also 
to  pieve-  t  the  acquisition  o+  adverse  rights  in 
lands  held  bv  city  in  contn-ot-on  with  water  sup- 
ply, came  up  refer,  ed  to  the  Cornmntee  on  Water. 
Cuneurrea.  , .... 

A  request  of  Board  of  Health  for  an  addition ?.l 
sum  of  $10,000  tor  purchase  of  a  «ite  for  smallpox 
hospital  came  up  referred  to  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance.   Concurred. 

RepDits  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Michael  Dunn  to  be  paid  for  damages  caused  by 
construction  of  a  sewer  <-n  Centre  street;  -ndo.i 
petition  of  J.  P.  Downing  to  be  oai:l  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  a  rail  in  Weslev  street.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

Tne  leport  and  order  for  Mayor  to  apply  to  the 
next  Legislature  for  authority  to  regulate  and 
conriol  tho  introduction  ot  water  pipes  and  fix- 
m'es  in  buildings,  and  to  license  plumbers,  came 
up  recommitted  to  Corntuittee  o..  Water  with  di- 
rections to  report  t  plau  for  preventing  the  waste 
ot  water,  and  obviating  the  necessity  of  licensing 
plumbers.    Concurred. 

Order  authorizing  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Stteets  to  purchase  for  the  widening  of  Mill  street 
in  Ward  24,  i nd  for  sanitary  purposes,  the  land  of 


Franklin  King,  at  an  expense  of  $13,000,  on   cer- 
tain conditions.    Passed. 

JAIL    EXPENSES. 

A  requisition  was  received  from  the  Sheriff  of 
Suffolk  County  for  $2228.88,  for  th-  expenses  at 
the  jail  durng  December.  Approved  ana  ordered 
paid. 

BOND  APPROVED. 

Theboad  of  James  B.Stone,  constable,  oeing 
presenied  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
Board. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Board  of  Health.  Report  on  petition  of  Bene- 
volent Fraternity  of  Churches — The  Board  of 
Health  having  examined  the  yard  and  passage- 
ways on  the  eist  side  ot  the  New  South  Church, 
corner  Noithfiel  ■>.  Camdeo  and  tremont  streets, 
find  lb  it  most  of  the  sulfate  skater  that  remains 
m  the  uassage.vay,  after  ■<  siorm.  comes  from  tne 
cuu'Chittelf.  wbichrsnot  provided  wab  gutters 
or  rair  couductors.  It  being  within  The  control 
of  the  trustees,  action  by  the  City  Council  is  un- 
necessary. By  ci.ectioc  ofth?  Board  of  Health. 
i.C.  E.  Davis,  Jr.,  Clark. 

Accepted. 

Superintendeni  of  Sewers.  Schedules  of  cost  of 
construction  of  the  Troy-street  and  fourteen 
otoer  sewers.    Referr=o  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

DRILL    ROOM    FOR     CHARLESTOWN     HIGH-SCHOOL 
PUPILS. 

Alderman  Worihirigton  offered  the  following 
from  the  committee  on  Aroioriss: 

Ordered,  That  there  b°  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  Company  C,  First  Battalion  of  Cav- 
alry, M.  V.  M.,  on  account  of  the  use  of  their 
aimory,  for  drill  purposes,  by  the  pupils  of  the 
Charlestown  High  school,  the*  sum  ot  $525;  said 
sum  to  cover  theteim  i  eginuinjr  April  l,  1874,  and 
eaoiog  Dsc.  31, 1875,  and  to  be  chaiged  to  the  ap- 
propriation lor  Puolic  Buildings. 

Read  once. 

PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

Alaerman  Wonhingtoa  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  on 
request  of  Board  of  Directors,  i econimendiag  the 
passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  he 
authorized  to  transfet  the  sum  of  $800  from  the 
Hem  for  "support  of  persons"  in  the  appropria- 
tion tor  Pmoer  Expenses  to  the  item  for  "keep- 
ing horse  and  lepairs  of  carnage"  in  the  same 
appropriation. 

O.dered,  TLat  the  Auditor  of  Aceouucs  be 
autho  ized  to  tiansfer  the  sum  of  $310.91  fiom  the 
appropriation  for  "Steamboit  Henry  Morri-ou" 
to  the  appropriation  for  "New  Steamboat." 

Severally  tead  twice a^d  passed — yeas  11,  jaysO. 

Seut  rto  in. 

Report  that  the  order  to  ;-u;horize  the  Directors 
for  Puolic  Institutions  to  sell  the  st^ame;  Henry 
Morrison  at  private  sale,  after  public  advertise- 
ment, for  s  ich  price  as  they  deem  satisfactory, 
ought  to  pass.    Accepted  ana  said  ordei  passed. 

Sent  down. 

THE  ALLEGED  COAL  TAR  NUISANCE  AT  NORTH 
EXD. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  od  Health,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Ward  2,  that  the 
Bosion  Gas  Light  Company  be  prohibited  from 
burning  tar  end  build  ug  chimtievs  on  top  of  th  it 
r) res,  leport  that  early  in  April  last,  the  gas  com- 
pany having  a  large  accumulation  ot  coal  tar 
which  they  could  not  disoose  o',  conceived  the 
plan  of  burning  the  same  under  their  retorts, 
mixed  with  coke.  They  fitted  up  eighteen  of  their 
tires  with  pipes  leading  the  coal  tar  into  the  cen- 
tre of  the  coke  fire.  This  they  continued  to  use 
and  fonud  very  valuable,  as  giving  a  greatly  lu- 
cre" sed  heat  and  an  increasedquantity  of  gas  from 
the  coal,  but  tbev  were  unable  b*  their"  process 
then  adopted  to  consume  the  smoke,  cnerebv  pre- 
venting the  nuisance  which  was  caused  by  the  use 
of  the  coal  tar.  They  theiefore,  in  Juue.  discontin- 
ued the  use  of  the  coal  tar  by  this  oi  ocess,  and  re- 
modelled their  flies  afrer  the  plan  adopted  aud 
used  by-  the  New  York  gas  companies.  Still  thore 
was  a  quantity  of  smol^e  issuing  from  the  chim- 
neys, which  the  managers  of  the  company  ad- 
mitted ;  and  they  expressed  their  entire  willing- 
ness to  discontinue  the  burning  of  coal  tar  if  re- 
quested to  co  so  by  the  City  Council.  In  lelation 
to  the  short  chimneys,  the  gas  company,  in    1st:'. 
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found  t'aat  the  great  chinney  iheti  in  us  i  gave 
drauuht  insufficient  to  support  the  fires,  a..d 
tbey  th-n  adopted  the  Dew,  snort  chimney  to  each 
separate  tire  as  fast  us  built.  Tue  nuchac,e»of 
land  on  Prince  and  S.owbill  streets  •>  ere  con- 
tinued until  they  occupied  with  their  manufactur- 
ing works  the  whole  lerritoij  now  within  their 
walls,  found  necessary  to  keep  pace  with  in- 
creased demand  for  gas;  so  thai  at  present  the 
woiks  contain  about  780  ret  oris,  of  which  the  clay 
settings  ot  six  reu.ui.fc  fifty  shoit  chimneys,  such 
as  a  e  in  u->e  in  Ne~  Yoik  and  other  large  cities. 
Under  These  ietorl,s  eoke  only  is  used  for  fuel, 
from  which  there  issues  no  smoke.  The  nuisance 
complained  of  by  the  petitioner  •  is  undoubtedly 
from  tue  drawn  g  and  charging  of  the  retons. 
The  coul  is  placed  in  these  retorts  and  i  uoject- 
ed  to  intense  heat  tor  the  space  of  foui  hours, 
when  the  coal  is  drawn  from  tb  retoits 
at  a  white  heat  .utu  iron  wheelbarrows,  and  i oiled 
out  into  the  area  m  the  centre  01  the  gas  grounds, 
aud  drowi  ed  with  a  hose  throwing  a  large  quan- 
tity of  w  ater  upo  the  coal-.  Fiona  the  drawing 
of  these  hot  coals  and  the  drowning  there  arises 
hot  ashes  and  steam,  which  necessarily  is  a  great 
nuisance  to  the  petitioners.  In  answer  to  ihs 
qu,  stion,  Mr.  Greenough  said  there  was  no  pro- 
cess kjown  by  which  tlKse  nuisances  could  be 
ab  ted,  as  their  piocess  vas  the  same  as  usel  oy 
all  gas  companies  m  the  wotlc  ;  ana  the  mat  age- 
uientclaini'i  that,  wnbii.  their  knowledge,  there  are 
no  works  m  toe  world  of  equal  magnitude  which 
aieso  little  offensive  for  smell,  smoke  or  dust.  The 
committee  find  that  the  increased  trouble  coua- 
plained  ot,  aside  l\om  the  burning  of  co  1  tar,  is 
only  the  natuial  increase  mat  would  arise  nom 
the  large  giovth  of  the  business.  Ir  was  also 
stated  bv  Mr.  Greenough  that  no  additional 
ground  woulu  be  occupi-d  foz  the  piocess  of  gas 
manufacture  m  thatpoition  of  the  city  by  them. 
The  committee  would,  tne<;fo.-e,  recommit U  the 
adopiio.1  of   the  following  orcier: 

Ordered,  That  the  mauageisof  the  Bo-ton  Gas 
Light  company  be  requested  to  discontinue  tue 
burnii  g  of  co;.l  tar,  the  same  having  proved 
troublf.oa  e  und  doiiiuaemai  lothe  neighborhood 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

AUleiman  Woithington  submitted  reports  from 
the  Joiut  Committee  on  Claim ■•,  a   follows: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of  F. 
M.  Hollings  *orth,  to  oe  paid  for  personal  injuiies 
cau-ed  by  contact  with  a  :  led  on  Putnam  street; 
of  Timothy  Murphy,  to  be  pa^d  for  damages  caused 
by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Bow  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Woithington  submitted  leports  fiom 
the  Committee  ou  Hea'th  on  the  part  of  the  Boaid 
in  favor  ot  granting  permits  to  occupy  stables,  ou 
the  usual  conditions,  as  follows:  George  J.Hop- 
kiuL',  1'aik  place,  Ward  17;  Micha-1  Rvan,  Ben- 
nington street,  between  Bremen  and  Chelsea 
stieets.    Seveially  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Al:!erniau  Harris  submitted  reports  and  oix'ers 
toi  collec'io  i  of  sewer  a-sessmeats  as  per  sched- 
ules from  the  Soperintendent  of  Sewers,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Dorchester  and  Savin  Hill  avenues,  Peasant 
and  Thornley  streets,' Norfolk  avenue  or  Fiaakliu 
street;  Humphrey's  Hamlet,  Boston  street,  Dor- 
chest,  r  ave  lue,  Maverick  street,  Porter  and  Jess 
streets,  Salem  ttreet  and  avenu-,  Athens  sti«et, 
Woodville  square,  Wall  str-et,  Highl.nd  street, 
Ham  son  avenue.  Orders  severally  read  twice  and 
passeo. 

LAND  DAMAGES,  PAY  FOR  SERVICES,    ETC. 

Alderm  n  Harris  submitted  the  following  from 
toe  Committee  ou  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  damages  as  follows: 
Charles  J.  and  Lydia  V,.  Paine,  $918,  laying  out 
Cary  street;  Mary  B.  Fenno,  $1300,  widening 
Bowdoin  street;  John  and  Bridget  O'Ke-fe,  $95.40, 
widening  of  Baxier  stieet;  Andrew  Heber,  $128.70, 
laying  out  or  Terrace  street;  David  W.  Williams, 
$568.50,  widening  oi  Warren  sireet.  Severally 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
James  Dennie  the  sum  of  $2500,  in  full  compensa- 
tion tor  all  services  rendered  the  city  of  Boston 
during  the  present  municipal  year ;  said  amount  to 
be  cba  ged  to  the  appropriation  for  Widening 
Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 


PAYING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Bigelow  submitted  the  following 
tio.n  the  Commiitee  on  Paving: 

R-port  and  older  that  the  street  or  place  lead- 
ing from  Main  sireet,  d.arlestown,  ueretatore 
called  and  known  as  Albiou  court,  bn  hereafter 
called  and  known  as  Albion  place. 

Re  id  once. 

Report  and  order  for  the.  grading  of  Cary  street 
and  Tieuiont  place  as  recently  laid  out  by  tae 
Board  of  Street  Commi-sioners."  Estimated  cost, 
$5000.    Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  giade  Rockland  and  Wa- 
kulla streets,  as  recently  laid  out  by  the  Boam  of 
Street  Commissioners.'  Estimated  cost,  $4000. 
Ord^r  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  giaotin^  peraits  to  mive 
woooen  buildings  by  S.  &  D.  Richards,  froai  Maiu 
stieet,  corner  or  Hams  court,  to  Main  street,  cor- 
ner ot  Fnrbusu  court;  by  William  B.  Dwight, 
across  Bakei  street,  old  Ward  17. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  siuenalks  and  idgestones 
in  various  streets,  witb  ordeis  for  collection.  Or- 
ders read  twice  and  passed. 

LABOR  FOR  DESTITUTE  CITIZENS  AND  TAXPAYERS. 

AUleiman  Bigelow  sub  nitted  the  following: 

Toe  Comuiiit»e  on  Paving,  who  -era  requested 
by  the  Boa'a  of  Aldermen  to  consider  and  report 
whether  a  plan  cannot  be  devis.  d  by  which  em- 
ployment niay  be  furnished  to  aim  with  families 
who  apply  fot  relief  to  Overseeis  of  tne  Pooi,  at 
such  a  rare  of  co  noensation  as  will  temporarily 
relieve  their  necessities,  respectfully  report  tbat 
the  number  of  such  persons  applying  to  the  Over- 
seers ot  the  Puor  is  so  la,rge  (being  about  200  per 
day)  that  it  will  be  iinpiac'icabie  and  inex- 
pedient foi  the  city  to  provide  w.irk  for 
all.  A.  limited  number  can  be  employed  without 
disaovantage  in  breaking  stones,  grading  stieets 
and  removing  rock  from  the  city  ledges.  Your 
committee  therefore  rccom-ue^d  the  passaae  of 
the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintennent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  give  employment  to  destitute  citi- 
zet  s  or  taxpayers  with  families,  at  the  rate  of  $1  a 
day ;  provided  that  Tie  number  of  such  persons 
shall  not  exceed  300  per  day. 

Ordered,  Ihat  the  Cit>  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
pay  weekly  the  men  employed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Stieets  under  thi-  crder;  the  amount 
tobe  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Pavii  g. 

Aldei man  Bigt-loiv  moved  that  the  orders  take 
their  second  reading. 

Alderman  Worthington—  V^at  are  we  to  do 
with  tbe  remainder  of  the  poor  in  the  city?  Are 
we  going  to  give  them  something  to  do,  or  let 
them  starve?  The  object  of  tbe  original  order 
was  to  let  them  earn  moi.ey  so  that  their  tamilies 
could  have  something  to  ear.  I  can.  ot  see  the 
object  of  this,  lhose  who  remain  after  the  300 
are  employed  are  as  deservine  a;  those  who  come 
before.  Let  them  come  to  the  city  to  ger  some- 
thii  g  to  oo,  and  earn  a  portio  .  of  their  liviug,  if 
tb-y  cumot  earn  it  all.  Betore  voting  foi  toat  I 
want  some  srood  reason  given,  oi  some  way  con- 
trive.! whereby  we  can  take  care  of  the  poor  with- 
out giving  tbem  nnney  from  the  city  treasury 
which  thev  oo  not  earn.  I  ihink  it  better  10  per- 
mit then,  to  earn  the  money,  even  if  they  d"  ^ot 
earn  more  thao  one  half  the  amount  they  are 
actually  paid. 

Alderman  Bigeloa—  I  chould  be  as  glad  a-'  the 
AUleiman  who  has  just  taken  bis  seat  to  gi/e  em- 
ployment to  all  who  apply;  but  it  is  quite  out  of 
the  question,  as  I  am  mi'oimed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  that  he  cannot  employ  more 
than  300  per  day  to  any  advantage.  If  come  other 
departments  could  assist  tbe  Paving  ^Committee 
by  emp'oying  some  of  these  men,  I  should  be  very 
elad  of  it;  but  I  believe  that  no  more  tnao  300  can. 
be  employed  per  day  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets. 

Alderman  Burrage — A.s  the  AldermeD  ate  prob- 
ably aware,  the  question  is  beset  with  many  liffi- 
culties.  The  applicants  are  veiv  numeioue  and  a 
large  portion  of  them  are  not  citizens,  but  1  ramps 
who  come  from  suburoan  places  and  from  a  dis- 
tance, io  the  hope  of  setting  work  in  Boston.  It 
was  thought  advisable  to  restrict  the  giving  of 
employment,  in  the  first  place,  to  those  who  have 
a  settlement;  but  that  is  a  comparatively  small 
poition  of  those  who  ;j.i  ply.  The  large  mass  of 
them  have  no  legal  settlement,  but  many  have 
livv  d  here  tor  years  ano  have  paid  one  or  two 
years'  taxes,  perhaps.  They  have  not  a  sefc- 
tlement  unless  they  have  paid  three  years'  taxes 
in    five    years.      It    the    City   Couucil   deem   it 
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best  to  provide  the  ineans  for  employing  a 
larger  number  than  300,  they  can  do  so;  but 
a  further  appropriation  must  be  made  it  we  are  to 
employ  every  one  who  applies.  The  committee 
thought  it  wise  to  limit  tbe  number  at  present  to 
300.  About  seventy  h-ve  applied  and  been  em- 
ployed since  the  first  order  was  introduced.  Wben 
the  number  reaches  300,  if  there  are  still  further 
applications  it  will  be  for  the  City  Council  to  con- 
sider whether  it  would  be  wise  to  make  further 
provision  for  their  employment.  I  consider  tue 
furnishing  of  labor  the  best  way  to  aid  the  poor. 

Aldeimao  Worthington — The  first  order  pro- 
vided that  they  should  be  citizens  of  Boston,  pre- 
cisely as  this  order  designates.  I  do  tot  seethe 
point  of  introducing  this  order  at  this  time.  Tn°re 
are  but  seventy  men  employed, acd  the  committee 
ask  foi  the  privilege  of  err  ploying  300  in  all.  Per- 
haps that  many  will  not  need  it  at  all 

Alderman  Burrage— The  Aide -man  will  recollect 
that  tbb  original  order  required  us  to  consider 
and  leport  upon  the  expediency  ot  nevismg  a 
plan,  and  this  report  is  made  in  pursuance  of  that 
order.  It  wat  for  us  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  doing  this  thine,  and  cms  Is  our  report  to  the 
Board.  It,  is  quite  important  that  this  order 
should  be  acted  upon  immediately,  as  quiteanum 
ber  are  awaiting  tb  =  result  of  it.  Some  twenty-five 
applicants  *  ere  in  this  morning,  and  the  Super- 
intendent ot  Street*  told  them  that  nothing  could 
be  done  today  because  he  had  no  po  v>r,as  h9  had 
to  wait  tor  the  passage  of  this  order.  In  addition, 
I  would  say  that  this  ordsr  covers  mors  than  was 
intended  io  the  original  on;.  It  includes  tax- 
payers as  well  as  those  who  have  a  settlement. 
A  great  many  of  these  people  are  taxpayers,  but 
have  no  settlement;  and  the  sufferersof  that  class 
are  more  numerous  than  those  of  the  other.  Taen 
tbere  is  thi  provision  directing  the  City  Treas- 
urer to  pay  them  weekly.  The  laborers  are  now 
paid  monthly;  but  it  is  very  important  that  these 
men  should  be  paid  at  least  once  a  week. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  second  ordet 
was  not  in  the  usual  form,  and  oj  motiouof  Al- 
derman Worthiugttn  the  subject  was  laid  on  the 
table  tor  the  time  being. 

Subsequently  the  subject  was  tak»n  up  ou  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Bieelow,  who  moved  to  amend 
the  second  order  by  striking  out  the  last  clause 
and  inserting  the  following: 

"After  the  pay  rolls  of  said  laborers  shall  have 
been  approved  and  allowed  through  the  office  of 
tbe  Auoitor  of  Accounts,  and  special  drafts 
drawn  for  the  same ;  the  amount  so  drawn  to  be 
charged  to  tbe  appropriation  for  Paving." 

Toe  amendment  was  adopted,  ano'  tbe  orders 
were  read  twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Aldeiman  Bigelow  submitted  reports  as  follows 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses : 

Auctioneers  Licensee — George  Abbott  and 
twen'y-eight  others  (renewals). 

Hack  License  Granted— E.  'X.  Murray,  Hotel 
Brunswick. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordeied,  That  the  license  heretofore  granted  to 
John  Levis  to  deal  in  second-hand  articles  at  77 
Decatur  street  be  revoked  tor  cause. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Aldeiman  Stebbius  submitted  the  following: 
al/Tire  Committee  ou  Lamos,  to  whom  have  been 
referred  during  the  present  municipal  year  the 
petitions  of  William  Gray,  Jr..  et  al.,  Silas  Potter 
et  al.,  Jonathan  Stooe  et  al.,  Thomas  A.  Wescott 
et  al.,  Thomas  Doolev  ei  al.,  James  Tyrrell  et  al., 
E.  W.  E.  Thompson  et  al..  R.  M.  Puistfer  et  al., 
Cvrus  Baker  etal.,  W.  E.  Wood  vard  et  al..  J.  E. 
Blakemore  et  al.,  JohuR.  luce  et  al.,  John  B.  Fal- 
len et  al.,  I.  G.  Whitney  etal.,  Austin  Gove 
&  Son  et  al.,  Isaac  Taylor  et  al.,  J.  M.  Stevens 
et  al  ,  A.  F.  Clark  et  al.,  Bernard  Swift  et  al..  Wil- 
liam A.  Davis  et  at.,  and  Henry  L.  Pierce  et  al., 
severally  asking  for  additional  street  lamps  near 
their  respective  localities  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  the  numerous  vtetitions  have  been  favor- 
ably acted  upon  by  the  Lamp  Department. 
Accepted. 

BILLS   ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  bills  of  George  Curtis  for 
materials  furnished  the  Paving  Department, 
amounting  to  $51202.94;  Beach  street,  $77.59;  water 
works,  $44.86;  City  Hospital,  $27.53;  Sewer  De- 
pal  tinent,  $26.69;  Health  Department,  $13,92,  and 
the  burnt  district,  $1.46;  and  those  of  F.  W.  Lin- 


cold,  Jr.,  &  Co.  for  materials  furnished  and 
charged  to  the  adaitiooal  supply  of  water,  S105; 
schooifcouses,  public  buildings,  $96;  steamboat, 
$35;  Engineer's  Department,  $23.50,  and  Sewer 
Department.  $2;  and  that  of  F.  A.  tyilkins,  agent, 
for  material  furnished  the  Lamp  Department, 
amounting  to  $38.32,  be  allowed  for  payment  by 
tbe  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Bead  twice  a»d  passed. 

Ordered  That  tbe  hill  of  Charles  Howell  for  ma- 
terials furnished  for  use  on  Swett  street,  amount- 
ing to  $48,  be  allowed  iox  payment  by  the  Audi- 
tor of  Accounts. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

CHTJRCH-STREET    DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Stebbins  offered  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Northampton- 
street  District: 

Ordered,  That  the  vote  of  tbe  Committee  on 
Church-street  District  pas-sd  and  approved  by 
the  Mavor  Oct.  27,  1870,  authorizing  the  pavment 
to  Mary  Kinisbury  ot  the  sum  of  $200,  on  account 
of  damages  ro  estate  No.  40  Piedmont  street,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Oroered,  That  thue  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mary  Kingsbury,  tenant  or  house  No.  40  Piedmont 
street,  at  the  time  of  raising  said  house  under  rhe 
authoiity  of  ciaprer  508  of  rhe  ctsof  1867,  the 
sum  cf  $200  iii  full  corn  pens  i  lion  for  all  damages, 
costs  aDd  expenses  by  reason  of  said  raising;  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Church-street  District. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  on  application  of  the  trustees  of  the 
estate  of  Francis  C.  Lowell  for  leave  to  use  a  pas- 
sageway in  the  rear  of  and  adjoining  land  ot  said 
Lowell  on  Tremont  strset,  in  the  Church-street 
District,  with  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  re- 
lease to  George  G.  Lowell  and  Edward  J.  Low- 
ell, *ru?te.-o,  under  the  will  of  Francis  C 
Lowell,  by  an  instrument  atisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor,  any  light  of  way  which  the 
citv  may  have  in  a  passageway  in  the  rear  of  and 
adjoining  said  Lowell's  land  fronting  on  Tremoi:c 
street  near  tbe  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  bridge, 
said  passageway  being  about  il/a  feet  wide  and 
leading  westerly  from  Bay  street,  between  Tre- 
mont  and  Fayette  .streets. 

Alderrnau  Stebbins  moved  ihat  the  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Aid  iinan  Harris— Why  is  it  deemed  expedieut 
to  make  this  release? 

Aideroian  Stebbins— Vhe  land  of  Mr.  Lowell  is 
so  situated  that  an  entrance  cannot  Tell  ba  had 
trom  Tretnour  street.  It  is  quite  a  large  vacant 
lot.  which  they  pro  ose  to  improve  during  the 
coming  season  by  an  pxptusive  building.  They 
have  the  light  of  way  m  oue  corner  of  fhi*  pas- 
sageway ;  and  so  long  as  it  immediately  adjoius 
their  prope<  ty,  the  eoouiitte^  could  s?e  no  reason 
wbv  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  use  tue  KOole 
of  it  in  the  rear  of  tue  premises. 

Alderman  Worthington— It  s^evns  to  me  that  it 
is  lather  a  remarkable  order.  Leading  to  this  es- 
tate is  a  passagewav  owned  by  toe  city-  which  is 
ot  actual  va'ue to  the  parties,  if  not  to  the  city, 
and  it  is  not  a  usual  thug  for  geotiemvii  who 
have  rights  in  a  passage  way~hke  that  to  give  them 
away  to  auy  rich  man  who  happens  to  ask  for 
them.  Now  the  city  ha  -  the  ?aure  right  to  require 
a  consideration  that  an  individual  h?.s,  aud  are  we 
to  give  it  to  a «  ests.te  worth  a  minion  and  a  half 
of'dolUis?  If  it  were  the  Alderman's  own  prop- 
erty he  would  demand  some  pavoiio  for  the  right 
to  pass  over  that  passageway,  and  why  should  n't 
the  city  demand  some  comneusation?  We  cer- 
tainly nave  need  enough  of  the  uimey;  our  taxes 
are  high  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  we 
should  not  get  <one  money  from  that  large  estate, 
even  if  we  give  it  to  the  poor.  I  should  f+vor  de- 
manding compensation  trom  the  estTte  of  Fraicis 
C.  Lowell. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  peculiarities  of  tue 
case  are  these:  When  the  city  improved  the 
Cburcb-Stwet  district  they  were  authorized,  by 
an  Miit  of  tbe  Legisl attire,  to  take  possession  of  the 
entire  district.  When  the  estates  were  reeon- 
vever  to  the  owners,  they  were  all  reco  vexed  as 
"bounding  upon"  these  various  streets  and  pas- 
sageways. Those  oass«ge(7avs  nevei  cost  the  city 
of  Boston  anything :  and  perhaps,  strictly  speak- 
ing, they  should  have  been  reconvened  to  toe  par- 
ties owning  the  estates;  but  the  estates  were  re- 
convened .is  "Pounding  upon'  those  private 
courts'  aud  passageways.    So  the  city  really  have 
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no  interest  in  them  whatever,  and  no  right  to 
cba.-ge  for  the  use  of  them.  The  committee  looked 
upon  ihe  matter  in  the  light  of  equity  and  com- 
mon set  se.  The  passageway  being  there  anu  of 
but  little  use  to  parties  fronting  upon  Fayette 
street,  they  could  i-ey  no  reason  why  it  might  not 
also  be  used  by  the  Lowell  estate  fronting  on 
Tretnofit  street. 

Alderman  Worthington— This  is  a  ca-<e  where 
the  parties  should  be  charged.  The  passageway 
belougs  to  the  city,  anil  toe  city  must  take  care 
of  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins—  Oh,  no! 

Alderman  Worthington— It  Deloi'gs  to  and  is 
maintained  by  the  city. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Oh,  no! 

Alderman  Worrhiugton— Look  at  it  and  you  will 
see. 

Alderman  Stebbias — Will  the  Alderman  refresh 
his  memory  a  little?  Last  year  Mr.  Healy  tolo  us 
we  had  no  right  to  spend  a  do'Ja'-  upon  passage- 
ways, unless  they  were  laid  out  as  public  stteets; 
the  city  had  no  control  over  them,  and  had  no 
right  to  spend  a  dollar  upon  them. 

Alderman  Worthington— No  matter  whether  it 
is  or  not.  If  there  is  a  value  in  it  we  should 
charge  for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— The  city  i.ever  pain  any- 
thing lor  it. 

Alderman  Worthingt  n— No  matter  how  the 
city  came  by  it;  it  has  an  actual  value,  and  that 
is  w.,y  we  want  pay  foi  it.  It  came  to  us  by  the 
filling  oi  that  territory,  and  it  is  of  value,  if  an 
accident  should  happen  upon  it,  tb  city  would  be 
liable  for  the  damage— no  question  about  that. 

Alderman  Bu  rage— Is  the  use  of  this  passage- 
way restricted?  By  the  terms  ot  the  deed-,  is  it 
always  to  be  kept  open  as  a  passageway  for  the 
common  use  oi  the  abuttets? 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  so  understand  it. 

Aldeiman  Burrage— Then  I  don't  se"  any  object 
f  or  the  city  to  have  it.  If  a  private  indiviuual 
were  to  be  permitted  to  build  upon  it,  it  would 
be  a  different  thing;  but  if  noc,  I  doi't  see  what 
the  city  want  it  for.  It  should  be  like  the  passage- 
ways at  the  South  Eod  which  the  abutters  are 
compelled  io  take  care  of.  The  question  just 
came  up  in  regard  to  the  fraternity  ot  Churches, 
who  appbed  to  have  a  nuisance  abated.  The 
water  ran  into  the  cellars,  abutting  upon  a  pas- 
sageway, which,  it  has  been  decided,  the  city 
have  no  right  to  spend  a  dollar  upon. 

Alderman  Bigelow — If  I  understand  the  order, 
it  is  to  cou  vey  or  release  this  passageway  co  thenj . 
If  we  do  so,  they  will  have  control  of  it;  and  if 
we  convey  it  for  rothirjg  it  is  something  we  have 
no  light  to  do.  If  they  have  entire  control  of  it, 
they  can  restrict  travel  through  it. 

Al<;e'  man  S  ebbins— The  order  is  to  release  it  to 
the  hirs  of  Francis  C.  Lowell.  It  was  prepared 
at  the  City  Solicitor's  office. 

Aldermau  Worthington — Why  do  the  heirs  of 
Francis  C.  Lowell  want  it?  Because  there  is  val- 
ue in  it;  and,  there  being  value  iu  it,  tPe  city 
should  charge  for  lr.  We  have  no  right  to  give 
away  a  value  in  that  way.  "We  have  just  as  good 
aright  to  charge  for  tlut  release  as  we  have  to 
charge  tor  ary  other  la:  ds  or  rights  the  city  have. 
I  can  see  no  difference  Set  w  en  giving  away  that 
property  and  giving  away  any  lacd  we  happen  to 
own  on  the  BacK  Bay.  I*,  is  precisely  the  same 
thing.  There  is  a  value  thei  e  10  the  heirs  of  Fran- 
cis C.  Lowell ;  otherwise  they  would  not  want  it. 
If  tlv*>re  i *  value  iu  it,  as  guardians  of  the  city's 
property  we  should  demand  paymet  for  it. 

Alderman  Bigelow— I  should  have  no  objection 
to  allowing  the  Lowell  estate  to  enjoy  the  same 
piivilege  iliac  Ihe  other  abu'ters  have;  but  beyond 
that  I  should  have  an  objection.  I  think  tno  Al- 
derman from  the  Highlands  is  quite  right. 

Aldermau  Worthington— The  passageway  is 
there,  and  they  can  pass  over  it  oow ;  but  you  are 
going  to  give  them  something  more.  If  you  let  it 
be  as  it  is,  nothing  will  be  said  nbout  it.  They 
want  more  than  they  have  the  right  to  ask  for; 
they  want  a  perpetual  right  that  ca"not  be  taken 
from  them  without  compensation.  Let  it  once  be 
put  into  their  hands,  and  one,  two  01  three  thou- 
sand dollars  cannot  get  it  away  from  them.  We 
should  charge  them  for  the  right  to  pass  over  it. 

Alderman  Quincy — Who  owned  the  feu  of  this 
passageway  before  the  city  cook  it — the  abutters 
or  th-,  city? 

Alderman  Bui  rage.— How  mauy  abutters  are 
tneie? 

Alderman  Stebbins — There  are  several  abutters 
on  Fayeite  street:  but  the  estates  were  recon- 
veyed  as  "bounded  upoo"  this  passageway.    So 


whatever  ot  real  v  .lue  there  may  be  in  it,  belongs 
to  the  several  owners.  \c  the  same  time  it  is  a 
common  uassageway,  and  the  committee  could 
see  no  injustice  to  the  parties  abutting  on  Fay- 
ette street  co  alio  »  the  owneis  of  the  Lowell  es- 
tate to  use  it.  It  th-3  larg*  tiact  of  the  Lowell 
heirs  is  improved  without  ths  use  of  this  passage- 
way, they  will  be  obliged  to  remove  all  their  ashes 
by  Treaibnt  street.  This  passage-way  will  be  of 
no  special  benefit  to  aty  one  except  tte  owners  of 
a  few  houses  ou  Tremont  street. 

Alderman  Worthingto.i — It  turns  out  just  as  we 
supposed.  We  bought  the  wbole  territory  And  re- 
sold it  to  them  ;  and  instead  of  selii  g  the  pas- 
sageway, it  has  been  retained  a'  a  part  of  the  city 
property,  and  the  estates  are  bounded  by  it,  anil 
do  not  exteud  to  the  eentie  ot  it.  The  property 
was  purchased  by  the  city  and  filltd  up  aod  not 
recouveyeo  to  tharn.  Touay  the  fee  is  in  the  city 
of  Boston  ;.nd  oot  in  any  one  of  those  abutter?. 
The  estates  are  odIv  bounded  upon  it,  and  the  city 
would  not  be  justified  in  conveying  or  releasing 
this  te.iitory  to  any  one  without  compensation 
for  it. 

Alderman  Stebbins— I  am  a  little  surprised  at 
the  want  of  familiantv  with  che  improvement  of 
the  Church-street  District  displayea  by  tae  Alder- 
man frucu  the  Higblauds.  He  says  iup  city 
bought  all  of  tins  prone  tv.  Th  city  did  nothing 
of  the  kind.  The  city  took  this  property,  antt 
after  the  grade  bad  been  raised,  reconveyed  all 
the  estates  to  th*  owneis.  No  money  was  passed  j 
all  the  exoense  r«ai  the  filling,  wnicb  »as  paid  oy 
the  city  of  Boston,  ihe  owners  were  rjot  paid  for 
their  estates,  and  no  charges  were  made  against 
any  of  tbem,  except  fpi  special  reasons.  But  the 
estates  were  reconveied  as  "bouuding  ucon"  the 
various  passageways  and  private  streets  upon  that 
district.  Tlu:  S'<oie  course  was  puisucd  on  ihe 
Suffolk-street  District.  Instead  of  reconviying 
the  tee  io  the  street-,  the  estates  were  reconveyed 
as  "bounded  upon"  those  streets  aod  passage- 
ways. 

Aldertnao.  Quincy— Do  I  uDceisiand  that  the 
Lowell  heirs  will  get  something  tbey  nevti  bad 
before? 

Alderman  Stebbins— They  will  get  the  right  over 
this  passageway. 

Alderman  Quincy — That  they  revsr  had  before? 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  they  reysr  had  before. 

Alderman  Burrage— Wby  should  it  be  conveyed 
to  the  Lowell  heirs  alone?  Will  it  not  be  aniujus- 
tice  to  the  other  abutters? 

Alderman  Stebbins — We  doo't  deed  it  to  tbem. 
We  only  give  taein  the  iig>>t  to  pass  over  it. 

Alne.man  Bun  age — Then  the  Alderman  from 
the  Highlands  misundeistood  the  cider. 

Alderman  Wortbiogton—  I  cannot  see  the  dif- 
ference. We  all  admit  that  the  city  own  it;  and 
we  are  going  to  release  it  for  nothing.  The  re- 
lease will  be  petpetual,  a;  d  theie  will  be  no  re- 
covery from  it  at  all.  You  are  giving  to  Francis 
C.  Lowell's  heirs  a  valuaole  consideration  for 
nothing,  and  that  is  what  you  have  no  right  to  co. 

Alderman  Quincv — As  the  matter  has  been  ex- 
plained, it  seems  that  this  oassagew?,y  was  set  off 
bv  the  other  abutters  who  have  a  right 
of  way  there.  If  the  Lo>voll  heirs  want  the 
same  privilege,  tbey  shou'd  set  off  the  same  num- 
ber of  feet  from  their  laod.  It  would  be  an  injus- 
tice to  u-ive  to  the  Lowell  estate  n  hat  belonged  to 
the  other  abutters,  because  the  city  has  the  pow- 
ei  to  do  so.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  city  is  giving 
that  estate  something  it  did  nor  pay  for,  aod  to 
which  the  other  abutters  can  object,  as  it  is  set- 
ting off  a  part  of  their  passageway.  I  am  not 
quite  prepared  to  vote  for  it  yet. 

Alderman  Stebbins  withdrew  the  motion  for  a 
second  reading  and  the  order  we^t  over. 

REPAIRS  OF  FENCES  AND  FOUNTAINS. 

Alderman  Quincy  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $500  in  repairing  fences  and  foun- 
tains on  the  public  grounas;  Said  sum  to  be  in 
addition  to  that  already  appropriated,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and. 
Public  Grounds. 

Read  twice  aod  passed.    Sent  down. 

PROTECTION     OF     LABORERS     ON    CITY    CONTRACT 
WORK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Quincy  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  majority  and  "minority  lepocts 
of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on  securing  pay  Of 
laborers  under  city  contractors  (City  Doc.  127) : 
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Alderman  Quincy— This  majority  repiit  was 
laid  upon  the  table  »ome  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
ago  to  enable  a  legal  gentleman  or  the  other 
branch  to  prepare  a  reply  thereto  in  the  torm  of  h 
minority  report,  which  has  finally  made  its  ap- 
pearance ano  is  to  be  found  in  Ciry  Document 
127,  oo  our  desks.  I  will  read  co  the  Board  the 
two  leports. 

TThe  Alderman  lead  ibs  reports.] 

Now,  th-a  best  way  to  determine  thf  possibility 
of  enforcing,  and  tae  effect  if  enforced,  of  such  a 
clause  in  city  contracts  as  is  here  contemplated, 
is  to  simply  suppose  a  case  under  it.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  a  contractor,  honorable  a  ad  uprigh:,  but 
who  ror  some  cause  has  become  unpopular  ^ith 
his  workmen,  comes  to  City  Hall  for  his  money, 
of  which  be  ha*  pressing  need.  Hefh.os  a  dozen 
claims  on  hie  against  him.  H?  declares  some  of 
them  f-.l  e,  others  exaggerated,  and  all  vexatious, 
and  demands  his  money;  not  receiving  it,  he  sues 
the  city.  Now,  would  any  court  hold  that  by  sign- 
ing a  contract  with  rbis  clause  in  it,  he  had  bouud 
himselt  to  wait  for  ana  accept  as  final  the  com- 
mittee's decision  up  ju  the  validity  of  any  alleged 
claims  thus  filed  agairstbim,  or  iu  or  her  words  to 
accept  as  full  payment  only  such  part  of  the  con- 
tract once  as  the  conmittee  should  decide  that 
he  didn't  owe  his  workmen  ?  It  may  be  the  opin- 
ion of  the  eminent  legal  gentleman  already  re- 
ferred tc,  that  the  courts  would  so  decide;  it  is 
very  deciosdly  that  of  the  City  Solicitor,  whom  I 
have  consulted,  that  tbev  would  tot,  and  that  the 
contractor  could  recover  at  once.  Now,  wheu- 
evei  either  lawyets  or  ooctois  disagree,  all  that 
can  be  oon.eis  to  weigh  agaicst  each  otner  the 
conflicting  opinions,  having  regard  to  the 
resi  ecrive  authority  of  their  sources.  Oue 
gentleman,  for  instaace,  may  be  an  un- 
doubted authority  upon  points  of  parlia- 
mentary etiquette  and  the  courtesies  oi  debate, 
while  upon  the  probable  judicial  interpretation 
of  contracts  anotuei's  opinion  may  be  entitled  to 
prefeience.  The  City  Solicitors  opinion  at  any 
rat"  is  not  tbe  breath  of  an  unfeea  lawyer,  and 
that  whicn  is  paid  foi  is  generally  considered  as 
most  reliable.  But  supposing  our  paid  adviser  to 
be  wrong  upon  this  rioint,aad  the  courts  to  decide 
that  under  ihis  clause  the  contracor  could  not  re- 
cover so  long  as  there  were  alleged  unpaid  claims 
on  file  against  him,  what,  would  be  theiesuit? 
Any  workman  or  set  of  workmen  could  keep  their 
employer  out  of  just  as  much  as  they  chose  to 
claim  until  the  committee  should  near  aud  decide 
the  case,  and  then  v>e  have  the  absurdity  of  a  tri- 
bunal whose  adverse  r.ecisionis  binding  only  upon 
one  party,  for  it  the  laborer  fails  to  r.  cover  he  can 
take  his  claim  into  court  the  next  day. 
What  reliable  first-class  contiactor  would  subject 
him' f  If  to  the  liability  of  such  injustice,  vexation 
and  delay?  It  amount-  to  about  ihi  ,  then— it  this 
clause  can  be  legally  enforces,  which  the  City  So- 
licitor denies,  it  drives  fiom  the  city's  employ  the 
best  and  safest  contractors ;  if  it  cannot,  it  is  not 
worth  the  paper  it  ;s  written  on,  and  is  to  rue 
workman  but  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  But  it  may 
be  argued,  as  it  was,  I  thitk,  in  committee,  that 
this  power  of  withholding  money  tor  the  benefit 
of  the  laborers  is  op'tvnal,  and  may  be  ex- 
ercised or  not,  and  even  if  not  legally 
enforceable,  vet  the  presence  of  such  a 
clause  in  the  contract  would  be  of  good 
effect  on  such  contractors  as  might  be  in- 
clined to  cheat  theic  laborers.  Tnis  ser ms  t<>  me 
like  proposing  to  set  np  a  scarecrow  to  frighten 
evil-dispo?ed  contractors,  assuming  that  they  are 
not  shrewd  enough  to  detect  the  straw  sticking 
out.  Why,  sir,  the  contractor  who  should  wish  to 
make  an  assignment  in  fraud  of  his  workmen 
would  be  the  "first  to  find  out  that  this  clause 
was  not  worth  a  row  of  pins  even  against  himself, 

much  less  as  aeainst  an  assignee  for  valuable  co-jt 

sideration,  without  notice.  The  Alderman  who 
has  signed  this  minority  report,  I  am  aware, 
did  so  with  the  praisewo  thy  desite  of  giv- 
ing some  protection  to  the  workman,  provided 
he  could  find  legal  authority  to  assure  him  of  its 
practicability.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  the 
Boaid  that  the  legal  authority  which  he  has 
found,  high  as  it  is,  is  nevertheless  liable  to  be 
outweighed,  and  that  it  is  here  outweighed  by  the 
opinion  of  our  salaried  counsel,  who  has  expressed 
his  entue  rgreernent  in  the  views  of  the  majority, 
viz.,  that  the  attempt  to  enforce  such  a  contract 
would  be  but  to  encourage  litigation  and  imperil 
the  city's  interests,  without  affording  the  least 
reliable  protection  to  those  of  the  laboring  class- 
es. For  these  reasors  I  hope  the  majority  report 
will  be  accepted. 


Alderman  O'Brien — 1  take  it  for  gratited  that 
this  Board  believes  that  the  principle  involved  in 
this  order  is  one  that  is  worthy  of  consideration, 
and  ihat  the  only  difference  of  opinion  there  can 
be  about  it  is  its  practicability.  Whan  rhe  matter 
was  considered  m  committee  tniswa;  the  only 
point  of  difference,  and  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee do  not  claim  or  desire  to  be  considered  the 
special  advocates  of  the  Drotection  of  the  me- 
chanic and  the  laborer,  where  all  were  apparently 
anxious  to  extend  protection,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  embarrassment  to  the  city  or  detriment 
to  the  public  service.  The  legal  gentlemen  on  the 
committee  were  about  equally  divided.  Two  wrie 
quite  confident,  after  oue  consideration,  that  no 
trouble  would  arise  fiom  thi  insertion  or  t  uch  a 
condition  as  is  proposed  by  the  minority  report  in 
all  contracts,  and  I  nave  consulted  legal  gen- 
tlemen outsioe  of  the  committee,  who  have  hao  a 
large  expeiieuce  in  the  drafting  of  sucn  contract*, 
acd  they  could  ?>e  no  objection  to  it.  All  the 
obj ections  raised  against  tae  ordinance  proposed 
by  the  minority  might  also  have  been  raise  1  with 
equal  force  against  the  Mechanics'  Lien  law  th  t 
has  ?o:ked  so  beneficially  for  so  many  years. 
I  do  not  intend,  however,  to  aiscuss  the  matter 
from  a,  legal  standpoint,  but  believing  in  that  old 
common-sense  saying  that  wiieie  there  is  a  will 
there  is  a  way,  I  am  of  <  pinion  that  if  we  adopt 
the  minority  report  it  will  afford  a  sufficient  Dro- 
tection to  the  mechanic  aud  the  laborer,  without 
detnment  to  the  public  service;  and  being  con- 
viocea  of  this  fact,  I  oo  rot  hesitate  to  advocate 
it,  because  in  doing  so  I  feel  that  it  is  piotecring 
those  who  are  m  most  t  eeo  of  protection,  and  oil 
this  side  I  shall  always  feel  it  a  privilege  to  stand. 
In  our  public  works,  such  as  sewers,  water  works, 
paving  andgiading  streets,  labor  is  an  important 
item  in  the  cost,  and  why  should  not  labor  be  pro- 
tected? It  may  be  answereo  tnat  ihela-satea 
piotectiou ;  but  wh>  would  advise  the  m-cli  uic 
or  the  laborer  to  resort  to  the  courts  against  a  dis- 
honest contiactor,  who  is  su^e  to  place  his  prop- 
erty beyond  his  reach?  Such  advice  would  only 
entail  additional  anxiety  and  expense.  The  con- 
tractor «vitb  the  city  never  runs  any  risk.  Boston 
is  a  sme  paymaster.  When  the  contractor's  work 
is  completed  tbe  pay  is  certain,  because  every 
taxi.iver  in  Boston  guarantees  his  bill.  The 
late  contiactor  who  cheated  his  laborers,  who 
told  them  the  city  was  good  for  their  pay, 
was  guaranteed  tlie  amouut  of  his  conflict 
by  our  taxpayers,  and  is  it  not  light  and  proper 
that  the  agenis  of  these  taxpayers  should  see  that 
the  pay  of  the  mechanics  and  laborers  « ho  have 
done  the  work  was  also  properly  protected  ?  That 
is  what  we.  are  here  for. 

It  was  a  humiliating  exhibition  to  have  some 
fifty  laborers,  whose  families  were  in  want  of 
bread,  appear  in  City  Hall  and  demand  protection 
from  a  contractor  it  our  smplov,  who  cheated 
them  out  of  their  hard-earned  earnings;  a  d  this 
ordinance,  1  believe,  will  prevent  any  similar  ex- 
hibition. That  it  can  be  onoe  witn^ut  embarrass- 
ment to  the  pi  blic  service  I  am  confident.  Where 
there  is  a  'ill  thete  is  a  wav.  In  taking  tbe 
rounds  of  tlie  various  departments  I  find  there  is 
no  systeaa  about  our  co:  tracts.  Boards  acd  com- 
mittees make  contracts  to  meet  each  special  case, 
and  put  in  such  conditions  and  iestrictions  as 
they  deem  advisable.  Many  of  these  condi- 
tions are  as  objectionable  as 'the  one  proposed, 
and  the  trouble  apprehended  to  follow  the 
ado  tion  of  the  proposed  ordinance  is  all 
imaginary.  Contract--  are  giveu  seme  imes  to 
the  "lowest  and  sometimes  to  the  highest  bid- 
der. When  we  have  anything  to  sell  it  sometimes 
goes  to  the  lowest  bidoer,  but  wheo  we  have  any- 
thing t>  buy  it  frequently  finds  the  lowest  bidder 
objectionable.  This  fact  was  very  fully  d  tin  n- 
strated  by  the  recent  discussion  on  tbe  disposal 
of  the  city  swill,  by  which  the  city  nas  1  >st  thou- 
sands ot  dollars.  I  "say  thatall  kinds  of  conditions 
are  put  in  our  contracts,  and  if  a'l  kinds  of  con- 
ditio s  are  put  in  wuy  should  the  con  itio-j  that 
the  mechanics  and  laborers  who  complete  the 
contract  and  do  the  work  inns;  be  paid  tor  ser- 
vices rendered  and  labor  peiloroied  be  objection- 
able? In  the  Sewer  Depattment  they  have  a 
printed  form,  and  among  other  specific  ticu-  say 
that  "all  injuries  to  water,  gas  or  other  pip*S 
must  be  matie  good'"  bv  toe  contractor,  and  the 
contractor  is  made  responsiole  for  all  damages 
arising  froai  or  m  consequence  of  tbe  construc- 
tion ot  the  sewer.  Now,  if  the  property  of  our 
citizens  must  be  protected,  if  injury  to  gas  and 
water  pipes  must  be  made  good,  is  it  not  at  leas! 
as   important    to    say     that    the   workmen    em- 
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pljyed  must  be  paid  for  their  labor,  because,  af- 
ter all,  labor  is  tb:>  cliief  part  of  the  work, 
ana  ic  is  important"  to  the  w*  If  are  of  the  com- 
iiniiiity  that  it  should  "09  paid  for  promptly? 
lu  tu  Paving  Department  they  have  also  a  print- 
ed foim  of  euntract,  ano  tbe  conditions  ae  very 
precisely  set  fortb.  There  is  no  misucdersiaod- 
Ing  them.  Among  th?  conditions  is  tho  follow- 
ing: 

"And  the  undersigned  agrees  that  the  pavers 
employed  by  liini  for  said  work  shall  b-  journey- 
men who  have  worked  regularly  as  pavers  for  at 
least  three  v«  is,  and  known  to  be*  skilful  a  ad 
competent  woikmec  ;  that  the  number  of  work- 
men employed  to  ram  the  pnvsment  shall  he  m 
lb1;  proportion  of  tnree  to  eveiy  tour  pavers,  and 
that  for  each  pave i  there  shall  ie  employed  one 
workman  as  a  ten  ei." 

Here  we  find  that  the  workmen  are  admitted  to 
be  an  important  par'  of  the  contract.  We  demand 
that  onlv  a  skill  ui  ~nd  competent  norkm an  be  em- 
ployed; and  when  we  demand  this,  why  should  we 
not  also  protect  him  so  far  ashispay  is  concerned? 
Tii  contractor  has  a  9ure  paymaster  behind  Dim, 
why  should  we  i  ot  also  make  (he  mechanic  and 
the  laborer  sine  ot  his  pay  when  it  is  in  our  power 
to  do  so?  The  Water  Board  will  probabiv  give 
more  employment  to  labor  than  any  other  branch 
of  the  service  for  some  years  to  come.  Their  con- 
tracts foi  the  Sudbury  Kiver  con  uit  would  make 
a  good-sized  vol  i>.uie,auci  are  full  of  all  kinds  of  con- 
ditions and  restriction*,  and  I  have  no  oonbttlie 
City  Solicitor  would  object  to  a  hundred  ot  them. 
The  work  the  past  year  has  progressed  very  satis- 
factorily, and  tbe  work  has  been  given  out  gener- 
ally to  the  lowest  bidder.  The  fact  that  this  work 
is  co  given  out  would  make  the  recommend -tiuu 
of  the  minority  report  of  even  more  importance. 
Anions:'  tbe  numerou*  conditions  in  those  con- 
tract   I  find  the  following: 

"It  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  contractor  shall 
Indemnify  ano  save  said  city  of  Boston  harmless 
from  a<  d  against  all  claims  against  said  city,  with 
reference  to  liens  on  buildings  and  lands,  for  labor 
done  and  materials  furnished  under  this  contract, 
and  sha'l  furnish  the  said  Water  Board  with  sat- 
isfactory evidence,  »heu  called  for  oy  them,  that- 
all  persons  who  have  don?  work  or  fiirni-hed  ma- 
terials, under  this  contract  for  which  the  sai  l  city 
ef  Boston  may  becoaie  liable,  have  bPeu  fuH.v 
paid  ox  satisfactorily  secured;  and  in. case  such 
evidence  is  not  furnished,  an  amount  nectss  iv 
and  sufficient  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  person's 
aforesaid  Shad  be  retained  fiom  the  moneys  due 
the  said  cod  tractor  under  this  contract,  until  the 
habil  ties  aforesaid  shall  be  folly  discharged  or 
satisfactorily  secured." 

Hero  tbe  mechanic  aud  the  laborer  are  again 
recognized,  but  not  protected.  Woo  wills  y  that 
we  i-uoulfi  not  go  one  step  further  and  say  that 
ths  workmen  who  are  building  this  great  work 
shaU  receive  their  pay?  Th's  seep  the  ordinance 
of  the  minority  Oiovidesfor.  Such  a  cooriitiou 
cannot  possibly  be  a>y  more  of  an  impediment  in 
the  completion  of  the  work  than  the  other  condi- 
tions I  have  enumerated  In  the  Dspa'tment  of 
Public  Buildings  oue  of  the  couoitions  is  that 
final  payment*  shall  not  be  made  except  upon 
satisfactory  evidence  to  tbc  committee  that  no 
Tien  or  other  incumbiance  exists  on  tbe  building. 
Tins  condition  woiks remarkably  welt.  Several 
contractor."  with  that  department  have  tailed  dur- 
ing tbe  year,  but  in  every  instance  the  accounts 
of' money  reserved  nave  made  good  all  indebted- 
ness to  the  mechanics,  laborers  and  workmen  era- 
ployed.  In  the  contracts  for  the  building  of  tbe 
additions  to  'he  new  city  Hospital  quite 
numerous  conditions  weii  exacted,  because 
the  work  was  giveo  to  the  lowe-t  bidder 
and  a  large  u:rceut  ge  of  th?>  money 
was  held  backjbut  the  work  has  been  well  and 
faithfully  done,  and  the  exacting  conditions  wete 
no  check  to  its  pi  ogress,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
tractors were  men  who  had  no  caoital  to  fall 
back  iidoo.  I  think 'hat  I  hav0  shown  conditions 
enough  in  th»  contracts  now  making  by  the  city 
equally  as  objectionable  as  the  proposed  condi- 
tions in  relation  to  the  rxn-chanics'  and  laborers' 
pay,  fnd  that  those  conditions  are  not  the  cause 
of  any  trouble  to  the  ciiyortothe  contractor.  I 
repeat  that  tbeie  is  no  system  about  onr  contracts. 
Each  board  and  committee  make  the  contracts  to 
suit  themselve-,  with  such  restrictions  and  guards 
as  they  deem  necessary  for  the  protection  of  tbe 
city,  and  I  see  no  impediment,  to  tbe  insertion  of 
one  more  condition,  protecting  toe  men  who  do 
the  work.  I  feel  that  it  can  be  none  without  det- 
riment to  the  public  service,  and  that  it  not  ody 


can  be  done,  bu;  that  it  is  our  duty  to  do  it.  Th9 
principle  is  a  true  one,  and  no  honest  conuactor 
will  evei  object  to  it. 

Alderman  Quiocy — I  think  we  all  wish  to  pro- 
tect the  workman  as  much  as  it  is  in  our  power. 
My  point  is  that  if  we  take  the  attitude  proposed 
by  the  minority  aod  try  to  protect  him  and  it  is 
contested  in  court  and  we  hnd  that  we  cannot  pro- 
tect aim,  we  ^ill  have  done  him  more  barm  than 
if  we  had  1st  him  try  to  prncect  himself.  W  can- 
not do  what  ths  Legislature  can.  The  Legislature 
have  enacted  a  lien  law  whici  can  be  euf orred  in 
the  courts.  Certain  records  are  constituted  ale- 
gal  nonce  which  shall  affect  a  claim;  but  the 
city  cannot  pass  such  an  ordinance  as  that.  It 
wouka  be  broken  down  ultimately;  but  "oetore  chat 
result  could  be  accomplisbed  it  would  work  a 
great  deal  of  barm.  We  have  tbe  name-  of  vut  two 
lawyers  who  have  been  appealed  to— one  a  sign- 
er of  the  minority  report,  aud  the  o  tier  the 
Citv  Solicitor .  Wisning  to  be  sure  coat  the  City 
Solicitor  unoerscood  the  case  as  stated,  I  >ook  the 
trouble  to  visit  hira  and  read  the  remarks  I  have 
made;  he  s-.id  the  opinion  was  sound,  and  he 
should  support  such  a  .-t'ltenieut  of  the  'a  <?. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Ail  I  have  to  say  in  relation 
to  the  Alderman's  interpretation  of  the  la  is, 
that  if  he  is  right,  ttien  all  the  city  contracts  are 
wrong.  If  we  can  insert  conditions  t  rotect- 
iug  th-  city  at  all  points,  I  ^ay  that  we 
can  insert  provisions  protecting  the  me- 
chanics and  laborers,  if  we  choose  to  do  so. 
I  have  shown  tba  -  the  contracts  issued  from 
City  Hall  have  conditions  io-erted  which  protect 
tbe  citv  at  all  points;  and  I  say,  lotwitbstanding 
tbe  opinion  ot  tbe  City  Solicitor,  thai  we  can  le- 
gally place  couditious  m  them  wnicb  will  protect 
individuals.  I  take  that  ground  after  consulting 
legal  gentlemen  outside  of  City  Hall  who  hnve 
bepn  in  'he  habit  of  drafting  coo  tracts  of  this 
kind  for  labor.  T  ley  can  see  no  possible  objec- 
tion to  it.  I  can  see  why  sucn  conditions  are  ob- 
jectionable to  the  city  departments.  It  i*  because 
they  may  possibly  m.ke  a  little  tnoie  v  oik  for 
those  deDartments.  I  don't  care  how  much  v>ork 
we  make  for  tnem,  if  in  doing  so  «s  do  an  act  of 
justice  aod  protect  men  who  ought  10  be  protect- 
ed. 

Tbe  question  oo  the  acceptance  of  tbe  vote  was 
taken  and  declared  carried. 

Alderman  Stebbins  doubted  the  vote,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  navs. 

The  leport  was  accepted— yeas  8,  oavs  3: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Burrage,  Clark,  Harus,  Pope, 
Piescott,  Quiacy,  Viles,  Worthington— 8. 

Navs— Aid  Tcnei  Bigelo^,  O'Brien,  Stt  bblas— 3. 

Absenr — Alderman  Power. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  oiigmal  order,  which  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mitter reoorted  ought  not  to  pass. 

Alderman  O'Brien  moved  to  substitute  the  ordi- 
nance reported  by  the  minority,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  motion  to  substitute  was  lost — yeas  4, nays  7: 

Yeas — &lderoiec  Bigelow,  Burrage,  O'Brien, 
St"obins — i. 

Nays— Aldermen  Clark,  Harris,  Pope,  Piescott, 
Qmncy,  Viles,  Worthing! on — 7. 

The  order  was  rejected — yeas  1,  nays  10;  Alder- 
man Steboins  voting  yea. 

HOMCEOPATHIC  DEPABTMENT    OE    CITY  HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Burrage,  the  Board  took 
from  tbe  table  the  report  (City  Doc.  128)  on  intro- 
duction of  homoeopathic  practice  into  tbe  City 
Hosoital,  and  the  question  was  on  the  passage  of 
the  order,  as  folio  »  s : 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital 
be  instructed  to  arrange  and  make  terms  wiih  the 
Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  (now  being  erected  on  lr.nd  adjoining 
that  of  the  City  Hospital),  whereby  patieuts  ad- 
mitted for  treatment,  who  mav  desire  to  be  treat- 
ed according  to  the  homoeopathic  method,  may  be 
transferred  to  the  said  Homoeopathic  Hospital, 
the  expens"!  of  such  pauetts,  while  there,  to  be 
paid  by  tbe  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  and 
charged  to  'he  appropriation  for  City  Hospital; 
tbe  price  to  be  oaid  per  day  for  each  ot  such 
patients  not  to  exceed  thf  average  daily  cost  per 
bed  at  the  City  Hospital,  such  cost  to  be  ascer- 
tained and  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Boards  of 
Trustees;  the  city  of  Boston  assuming  by  this 
order  no  responsibility  whitever  for  or  to  the  said 
Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  any  fur- 
ther thai  to  pny  the  charges  above  specified. 

Alderman  Burrage — The  leasons  which  induced 
the  committee  to  report  taat  it  is  inexpedient  to 
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grant  the  piaver  of  the  petitioners  are  so  tally 
stated  iu  the  report  before  us,  that  it  is,  perhaps 
unnecessary  to  offer  any  additional  remarks  upon 
that  head.  Wiih  human  natuie  as  it  is  it  could 
not  be  expected  th it  two  schools  of  medicine  so 
unlike  an<i  antagonistic  in  their  principles  would 
work  narinouiously  together  under  the  same  roof, 
and  the  testimony  presume J  at  toe  public  hearing 
was  coofirrnatovy  of.  tbat  view.  The  question 
then  arises,  should  an  effort  be  made  to  par- 
tially meet  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners  and 
those  they  represent  m  some  other  way? 
If  there  were  any  doubt  that  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  our  most  intelligent  citizeas  believe  in  and 
make  use  of  homoeopathy,  th=  number  and  char- 
acter of  these  petitioners  would  be  sufficient 
proof  of  the  fact,  and  whether  we  agree  with  or 
dissent  fr  >m  these  news,  the  opinions  of  such  men 
as  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Joseph  Story  /William  Clat- 
lin,  Alpheuc  Hardy,  Alexander  Stroag,  Isaac  Fen- 
no,  A.  I.  Benyon,JWilliam  Lloyd  Samson  and  oth- 
ers ot  like  character,  who  have  signed  rhese  peti- 
tions, are  certainly  entitled  to  our  candid  consid- 
eration. It  is  always  difficult  to  practis-  toiera- 
tioD.  Every  new  idea  which  conflicts  with  estab- 
lished opiuioos  is  a  heresy,  and  is  put  under  a 
ban  until  the  trutn  it  lepresents  has  made 
a  sufficient  number  of  converts  to  give  ic  a  re- 
spectable standing  and  compel  a  respectful  treat- 
ment of  its  claims.  The  drgma  wmch  comes  to 
stand  lor  the  idea  mav  be  eroneoos,  but  if  the 
right  ot  private  judgua-nt  is  conceded,  we  must 
grant  that  one  has  rhe  right  to  b-lieve  in  an  error 
and  to  act  ia  accordance  with  his  belief  so  lona  as 
his  action  does  not  ercroacb  upon  the  rights  of 
others.  Hence,  u;  der  a  democratic  form  of  go v- 
ernmeit  the  minority  have  rights  that  cannot,  be 
entirely  ignored.  Homoeopathy  is  not  ?  very  new 
thing.  It  first  assumed  the  tormot  a  distinct  school 
in  Germany  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  It  was 
introduced  into  America  in  1825  a"d  into  Boston 
in  1838.  In  1840  it  was  denounced  by  a  prof  essar, 
still  livng,  as  a  delusion  soon  to  disapnear.  There 
were  th?u  only  six  bonooeopatbie  pnysicians  in 
New  England,  which  now  supports  six  hundred,  a 
large  proportion  of  whom  have  been  regularly  ed- 
ucated and  graduated  in  allopathic  colleges.  In 
the  United  States  alone  ther  are  over  6000  (six 
thousand)  educated  practitioners  of  the  system. 
Io  sixteen  States  it  has  been  plaeed,  by  acts  of  in- 
corporation and  other  legal  forms  of  recogni- 
tion, on  equal  terms  with  r.he  allopathic  branch. 
I  am  it  formed  by  ore  ot  its  trustees  tbat  the  Bos- 
ton University  School  of  Medicine,-  located  near 
the  City  Hospital,  reaches  homoeopathy  in  addi- 
tion to  all  t  le  other  branches  ot  meaici  e.  That 
is  now  in  its  third  year  and  has  a  faculty  of  twen- 
ty-seven professors  and  teachers,  vnd  upwards  of 
160  studeuts.  He  also  states  that  the  demand  for 
Homoeopathic  treatment  by  the  poor  was  such 
that  a  dispensary  was  establishsd  in  Boston  in 
1857.  The  first  year  this  institution  tieated  195  pa- 
tients with  648  prescriptions.  The  number  gradu- 
ally increased,  and  auriug  the  past  year  the 
homoeopathic  Dispensary  has  provided  free  treat- 
ment for  3650  patients,  who  have  received  9144  pre- 
scriptions. The  necessity  for  a  homoeopathic 
hospital  was  so  deeply  felt  that  its  friends  raised 
nearly  ,15100,000  for  its  establishment.  A  tempora- 
ry building  was  provided,  and  the  hospital 
opened  in  January,  1871,  and  has  been  sup- 
ported' since  that  time.  The  trustee-,  have 
purchase!  laud  of  the  city  near  the  City  Hospital 
at  an  ezptuse  exceeding  $25,000,  on  which  to  erect 
the  hospital.  Notwithstanding  their  limited 
means,  they  have  done  much  for  indigent  pa- 
tients, ami  during  the  last  year  in  their  small  hos- 
pital in  Burroughs  place  they  nave  furnished  244 
weeks  of  free  board  and  treatment  to  chose  who, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees,  should  have  been 
provided  for  and  supported  by  the  city,  and  there 
have  been  many  others  who  have  applied  for  ad- 
mittance whom  toey  were  obliged  to  turn  away 
for  the  lack  of  means.  Now  it  is  urged  that  the 
friends  of  this  hospital,  who  number  many  thou- 
sands, while  ttiey  Hi-e  willingly  paying  taxes  for 
the  support  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  at  the  same 
time  aie  voluntarily  suppoi  ting  the  Homoeopathic 
Hospital,  are  justified  in  asking  that  the  city 
should  allow  those  admitted  to  the  city  hospital 
who  desire  it  to  have  homoeopathic  treatment  at 
the  expense  of  the  city.  Iu  conclusion,  the  whole 
matter  may  be  briefly  summed  up  in  the  following 
propositions: 

First— That  it  is  inexpedient  to  attempt  to  unite 
two  diverse  and  antagonistic  systems  of  medical 
practice  undei  one  roof  in  the  City  Hospital. 

Second— That  it  would  not  be  wise  tor  the  city 


at  the  present  tinoe  to  incur  the  expense  of  estab- 
lishing another  hospital;  and 

Third— Toat  it  is  but  just  that  the  City  Govern- 
ment soould  rec  >gmze  the  claims  of  the  petition- 
ers as  citizens  and  taxpayers  t  >  tjave  a  portion  of 
the  public  money, that  is  appropriated  forth  -  care 
of  sick  or  disabled  persons,  app  ie  towards  making 
some  provision  forgiving  to  those  of  that  class 
who  may  prefer  it  homoeopathic  treatment. 

Therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  the  order  re- 
ported by  the  committee  will  be  passed  by  the 
City  Council. 

Alderman  Stebbins— Is  it  intended  to  apply  to 
free  patients  exclusively,  or  is  it  to  admit  all  who 
apply? 

Alderman  Borrage — Tothi'se  who  apply  under 
the  rules  already  established  for  admission  to  the 
City  Hospital. 

Alderman  Prescott— This  is  doubtless  one  of  the 
most  important  matters  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  City  Council  this  year,  and  it  has,  I  have  no 
doubt,  received  diligent  and  faithful  investiga- 
tion by  the  committee,  I  nad  the  ple?..sure  ot  at- 
tending the  public  hearing  aiven  to  the  parties 
in  favor  of  rhe  petition.  Some  of  the  petitioners 
appeared  in  aid  of  the  petition,  aid  the  super- 
intendent, trustees  and  staff  of  the  City 
Hospital  appeared  in  opposition.  I  have  been, 
connected  with  the  City  Hospi-ai.  p.irtof  the  time 
as  trustee  from  tois  Board,  and  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod as  trust- e  at  large.  While  I  was  a  member 
of  that  Board,  frequent  applications  were  made 
by  the  homrjeopathists  t  >  have  certain  rights  and 
privileges  at  the  City  Hospital,  and  certainly  no 
membei  of  the  Boarri  favored  them  more  ch;c  1  did. 
I  think  I  can  safely  Say,  without  egotism,  that  it 
was  through  my  exertious  that  the  homoeopathic 
sta  lents  fteie  allowed  the  privilege  toey  now  en- 
joy at  the  City  Hospital  of  being  admitted  to  the 
amphitheatre  on  public  operating  days.  Whsu 
th's  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee,  I  felt 
that  if  it  was  practicable  in  any  way 
to  giant  the  prayer,  I  should  be  glad 
to  bavfc  it  done,  being  myself  a  patron  of 
homoeopathy,  and  knowiug  that  the  petition  was 
signed  by  a  large  number  of  our  leading  and  most 
esteemed  citizecs,  many  of  w  horn  are  among  our 
largest  taxpayers.  I  could  not  help,  however, 
re  Aching  tns  conclusion  that  tse  coinuiiue  did. 
The  petitioners  desired  to  have  ceitain  wards,  or 
possibly,  certain  of  the  new  buildings  now  being 
erected  assigned  to  physicians  of  the  homoeopa- 
thic school.  The  matter  was  gone  over  very  thor- 
oughly ;  the  arguments  were  well  Drought  out  on 
both  sides,  and  the  committee  have  made  the  re- 
port that  was  inevitable — that  it  is  imprac- 
ticable to  have  a  pioper  and  harmoni- 
ous administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
hospital  with  two  such  diverse  systems  iu  opera- 
tic ..  But  1  was  surprised  that  the  committee, 
thinking  that  measure  impracticable,  should  have 
reported  what  seems  to  be  ten  fold  oiore  imprac- 
ticable; aud  I  would  cal1  the  attention  ot  the 
Board  particularly  to  the  order  the  passage  of 
which  they  tccommend.  [The  Aid  rraan  rend  the 
order.]  It  amounts  simnlv  to  rtrls:  A  class  of 
patient-  apply  for  admissiou  to  the  City  Hospital 
who  do  not  'desire  to  bt  admitted  there,  or 
treated  under  the  system  a  i  op  tea  there;  but 
they  come  to  the"  Superintendent,  who  is 
tbV  examining  physician,  are  examined  and  say 
they  would  like  to  be  treated  under  the  homoeo- 
pathic method;  and  then,  if  this  order 
passes,  they  are  to  be  transfer-rod  to  the  Homoe- 
opathic  Hospital,  which  is  entirely  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  aud  cootrol  of  the  trustees  of  tbe 
City  Hospital.  I  find  that,  under  the  ordinance 
on  City  Hospital,  section  4— 

"  the  Superintendent,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  shall  have  the  control  of  all  de- 
partments of  the  hospital,  of  all  subordinate  offi- 
cers, attenc  ants,  domestics  and  patients,  and  toe 
charge  of  the  grounds,  buildings  and  appurtsn- 
ances." 

Now,  if  we  pass  such  an  order,  how  is  that  Su- 
perintendent to  have  "full  charge,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  all  the  patients? 
He  would  have  no  control  over  tnem.  The  pa- 
tieuts,  for  whom  the  city  is  responsible,  would  be 
entirely  out  of  the  control  of  tue  city  authorities, 
who  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  tbena  except 
to  pay  the  bills,  amounting  to  about  $10  a  week 
tor  each  patient,  as  tbe  trustees  of  the  Hoinoeo- 
patlr.c  Hospital  would  have  the  right  to 
claim  the  same  amount  that  it  now  costs  to 
maintain  patients  at  the  City  Hospital.  There 
might  be  admitted  to  and  treated  at  the  City 
Hospital  patients  who,  from    some   good   cause 
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or  from  some  whim  occasioned  Dy  disease,  might 
not  be  saiisflea  and  oesire  to  be  transferred 
to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital;  and  under 
this  order  i he  trustees  might  be  obliged  to  traus- 
fer  them  there.  Possibly  there  might  be  some  pa- 
tients, having  diseases  of  a  cb<ooic  nature,  whom 
the  trustees  woula  decide  should  not  remaia 
there;  but  somebody  interesced  ia  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital  might  like  to  try  their  skill  upon 
the  case,  and  the  patient  apply  to  the  Homoeo- 
opathic  Hospital.  A.  very  large  number  of  p  .- 
tients  are  discharged  from  the  City  Hospital  before 
tney  desire  to  leave ;  but  H  must  be  remembered 
that  tue  institution  is  oriy  intended  for  temporary 
treatment,  in  order  to  treat  as  many  as  possible. 
One  item  is  that  of  exptnse,  though  p  rhaps  not 
the  main  one.  Our  City  Hospital  building 
cost  something  like  $460,000,  aud  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  f  100.000  has  beeo  appropriated  this 
year  for  an  addition,  maKing  about $650,000  for  the 
buiLnngs.  The  running  expense  of  the  hospital 
during  the  pres  rt  year  will  bo  about  $120,000;  at 
any  rate,  that  amount  wa :  granted  the  Trustees  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year.  In  cousequence  ot  the 
addition,  the  running  expenses  of  the  institution 
vn\\  undoubtedly  be  largei— perhaps  $150,000— as 
there  are  to  be  some  four  or  five  new  buildings. 
The  Hoinoeopitbic  Scnool  of  Medicine  is  erecting 
and  has  nearlv  completed  a  building  tor  hospital 
purposes,  the  capacity  of  which  I  do  not  tuink  is 
material,  but  sup  joss  it  will  accommodate  100 
patients.  I  have  no  doubt  the  faculty  and 
students  would  lik»  to  have  that  hospital 
filled  with  oaticts  having  different  diseases — 
they  certainly  would,  if  the  city  of  Hoston 
pays  the  bills-'-ano  what  need  thev  oobut  to  send 
patients  to  the  Stiverinteodeut  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital to  be  examined,  and  then  ask  to  bi  trans- 
ferred to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital?  A.  hundred 
patients  at  $10  each  per  week  would  be  $1000  a 
week,  or  over  $50,000  a  yeai. 

Altleiman  Burrage-What  rules  now  exist  for 
admission  to  the  Cry  Hospital? 

Alderman  Prescott — The  statute  authorizing  the 
establishment  of  the  Citv  Hospital  ptovides  that 
it  shall  be  "foi  the  reception  of  persons  who  by 
misfortune  or  ooverty  may  require  relief  during 
temporary  sickness."  Virtually  the  effect  is  this: 
The  hospital  is  keotfull  all  the  time;  and  prob- 
ably if  we  had  rccocomodatioos  for  a  thousana 
persons  *e  could  find  plenty  ot  applicants  tor  ihe 
beds.  At  first  thought  1  felt,  as  fully  as  does  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  the  reasonable  claim 
of  th-i  peutiouers.  A  very  large  mioonty,  to  say 
the  least,  of  the  intelligent  citizens  of  this  city 
are  patrons  of  the  school  of  homoeopathy.  Th>-,y 
do  uot  feel  that  they  should  be  obliged  to  bear  the 
burden  of  taxatiou  for  a  citv  hospital  without 
having  the  school  of  medicine  which  they  and  I 
believe  in  introduced  there.  But  th";  committee 
have  said  rhat  is  impiactic  *bie;  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  the  two  schools  to  work  in  harmony  under 
one  roof.  I  think  that  is  not  true,  and  I  hope  it  might 
be  siio  »  Q  that  it  is  not  true,  and  that  possioly 
some  one  of  the  n  w  buildings  might  be  given  to 
the  homoeopaths,  with  a  different  superintendent. 
But  I  say  it  is  unwise  for  toe  city  to  send  patients 
into  another  hospital,  over  the  mi.nagement  of 
which  they  have  no  control  whatever,  If  we  send 
patients  to  the  homoeopathic  nospital,  shall  we 
not  hav»  applications  from  other  hospi- 
t-.  Is  who  treat  patients  in  a  way  differ- 
ent from  both  the  homoeopaths  and  allopaths? 
May  not  certain  people  in  South  Boston  desire  to 
go  to  the  Carney  Hospital  for  treatment?  But  my 
(Treat  objection  to  tha  oroer  i  >— and  it  occunv  d  to 
mi  as  soon  as  I  res-d  it— th  it  the  City  Council  has 
no  legal  right  whatever  to  send  patients  to  i  ho«- 
Dital  over  the  management  of  which  we  nave  no 
control.  We  had  no  right  to  establish  a  city  hos- 
pital without  first  going  to  the  Legislature  for  au- 
thority, which  was  granted  in  1850: — 

"The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  to 
erect,  estaolish  and  maintain  a  hospital  for  the 
reception  of  persons  who  by  misf ore une  or  poverty 
may  requite  relief  during  temporary  sickness. 

"The  City  Council  ot  said  city  shall  have  power 
to  make  such  ordinances,  ru'es  aud  regulationo  as 
th>-y  may  de  »m  expedient,  for  the  appointment  of 
trustues,  and  all  other  necessary  officers,  agents 
and  servants,  for  managing  the  saia  hospital." 

The  third  section  i-- immaterial  to  the  point  un- 
der discussioo.  That  statute  gave  the  city  the 
right  to  establish  and  maintaiu  a  hospital  of  its 
owu;  but  it  does  not  give  authority  to  the  City 
Council  to  examine  patients  and  send  them  into 
other  hospitals,  ovei  which  the  city  has  no  con- 
trol, and  then  have  those  hospitals  come  to  us  for 


payment  of  the  bills.  The  result  would  be  as  1 
have  picturtd:  This  hospital,  which  is  an  aio  to 
the  i.oinceopathic  school,  will  b.^  filled  wiib  pa- 
sients  paid  for  by  the  city;  and  they  ould  proba- 
bly make  enough  in  a  few  years,  at  $10  «,  week 
for  each  patient,  to  erect  a  building  (hat 
would  accommod?,te  200  patients.  I  took  occasion, 
ao  houi  or  two  before  the  meeting:  of  the  Board, 
to  consult  ibe  Ci+y  Solicitor  in  regard  to  the  order, 
and  ask  nim  "heftier  the  City  Council  had  the 
right,  or  any  authority  whatever,  to  provide  for  its 
parents  in  such  a  way.^sthis;  and  he  gave  ue  the 
opinion  that  the  city  hao  no  ;;ucb  right  whatever. 
Upon  that  ground,  it  aeems  to  me  to  be  our  duly 
to  reject  the  order;  when  the  nine  comes,  as  it 
doubtless  may,  within  a  few  vears,  that  the  homoe- 
opathic school  has  gained  such  prominence  and  is 
patronized  by  so  large  a  portion  of  tue  citizens  of 
Boston  that  it  is  the  absolute  duty  of  the 
city  to  provide  foi  the  treatment  of  patients 
under  that  system,  then  will  be  the  time  to  con- 
sider whfcthei  it  is  not  our  duty  to  establish  a  sep- 
arate and  distinct  hospital  under  the  homoeopath- 
ic school.  But,  as  «•  e  have  now  one  hospital  au- 
thorized by  the  :  tetutes,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
opinion  give  .  to  me  by  the  City  Solicitor  is  that 
the  city  has  no  right  to  t^ke  care  of  patients  by 
putting  them  unner  'be  control  of  o  tiers — 
virtually  not  taking  care  of  them— it  woulo  be 
entiielv  inexpedient  to  pass  tne  order  under  con- 
sideration. 

Alderman  Burrage— I  think  the  Alderman  has 
raised  a  great  many  imaginary  difficulties.  This 
matter  was  discussed  very  fully  it.  the  committee, 
and  there  was  some  difference  of  opinion  at  first. 
Some  were  10  favor  of  granting  the  sau-e  privi- 
leges to  this  school  that  the  other  has.  It 
was  thought  the  new  building  might  be  leased  and 
run  a  i  a  homoeopathic  hospital  under  the  man- 
agement of  th°  Tiuscees — that  is,  to  be  a  branch 
of  the  City  Hospital  ;Jbut  the  objection  to  that  was 
it  created  an  additional  expense,  which  would 
be  obviated  by  the  v'an  proposed.  We  might 
hire  it  for  a  year  or  two,  and  if  the  Al- 
deiman  oesire »  to  make  such  an  amendment, 
I  should  agree  to  it.  Let  it  be  tun  as  a 
branch  of  the  City  Hospital  under  the  lirec- 
tion  of  the  Tiustses.  The  plan  reported 
was  suggested  by  one  of  the  members  of 
the  committee,  and  t  he  moment  it  was  pro- 
posed it  seemed  likely  that  all  could  unite  upon 
it.  If  there  is  a  legal  difficulty,  as  intimateu  by 
the  Alderman,  if  he  has  the  City  Solicitor's  opin- 
ion that  it  would  not  be  legal  to  do  so,  whv,  that 
em'S  the  matter.  As  to  not  having  the  con- 
trol of  the  patient,  it  seems  that  is  not 
objectionable,  for  the  city  will  not  be  respon- 
sible tor  him  after  he  goes  to  the  homoeopathic 
hospital,  except  to  pay  the  bills.  A  clause 
was  out  into  the  order  to  relieve  the  city  from  that 
responsibility.  It  mill  be  about  as  cheao  to  main- 
taiu a  patient  there  as  at  the  Cit\  Hospital.  Tbe 
Alderman  speaks  of  the  price  pBr  wesk;  but  he 
must  remember  that  it  does  net  include  auything 
for  the  land  and  building;  nor  the  interest  "on  the 
investment.  They  only  get  pay  for  what  is  spent 
in  taking  care  of  the  patient  according  to  the  rate 
of  cost  at  the  City  Hospital.  If  tbe  Alderman 
means  what  he  says,  and  desires  to  do  something 
for  the  petitioners,  I  tiust  be  will  introduce  an 
amendment  obviating  the  difficulty— to  ihe  eff5Ct 
that  the  city  lease  the  building  for  a  year  or  two 
as  an  experiment. 

Aldei-man  O'Brien — In  almost  every  step  the 
committee  hsve  taken  in  this  matter,  they 
have  been  beset  with  difficulties;  aud  now  in 
th'^  last  one  they  till  meet  with  a  difficulty, 
which  is  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  who 
apoears  to  be  the  reigning  pown-  here  this  even- 
ing. In  tbe  first  place,  th«>  committee  considered 
that  a  petition  f'om  so  respectable  and  large  a 
body  ot  our  citizens  certainly  deseived  serious 
consideration;  aud  they  immediately  called  a 
hearing  UDon  tbe  matter.  Then  sub-committees 
were  appointed  to  hold  consultations, andat  almost 
every  consultation  they  found  that  it  wouidbe  im- 
practica  hie  to  olace  the  two  systems  under  one  roof. 
The  committee  desired  to  do  justice  to  this  laiue 
number  of  petitioners;  and  felt,  as  a  last  resort, 
that  the  only  way  they  could  do  so  at  present  was 
to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  order  thev  ie- 
porte>d.  It  will  be  seen,  for  instance,  that  there 
are  215  patients  now  at  the  City  Hospital,  and  out 
of  those  215  only  four  have  saio  that  they  desired 
to  be  placed  under  homoeopathic  treatment.  That 
fact  alooe  shows  that  many  of  our  deserving 
poor,  who  believe  in  rhat  system,  are  kept  fiom 
the  City  Hospital.     Now,  I    don't   see    so   much 
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impediment  in  lie  order  as  the  Alderman  who 
opposes  it  has  seen.  For  instance,  tbe  patients 
sent  tn  tbe  other  hospital  couli  siill  remain  unoer 
the  superiotendeice  of  tbe  Trustees  or  the,  City 
Ho 'pita  1;  aos  tbe  only  difference  I  se°  is  chat  they 
would  not  be  prescribed  for  by  the  meoical  scan 
at  trie  City  Hospital.  We  have  erected  a  large 
nurnbei  of  builoings  there  this  year,  and  it  would 
be  like  sending  them  irom  one  baildiDg  to  an- 
other, as  this  one  is  in  the  immeoiate  vicinity. 
It  does  not  place  these  patients  under  any 
other  supeiintendence,  except  as  to  medical 
treatment.  Tbey  will  still,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, be  under  the  directionj  of  the  Trustees,  the 
city  bei:g  responsible  tor  the  cost  of  their  main- 
tenance. I  do  not  see  so  maoy  difficulties  in  tbe 
way  as  doe"  tbe  gentleman  won  spoke  a  few  min- 
utes ago.  I  b>  lieve  it  will  leave  the  matter  jusc 
where  it  stands  now;  and  it  will  deprive  ■"•any  of 
our  large  taxpayers,  who  contribute  large]  >  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  city,  of  tbe  opportunity  of 
being  treated  by  tbe  system  in  -,  bieh  thev 
believe.  The  gentleman  says  tt>at  it  we  puss  this 
order,  the  Honuceopaiiic  Hospital  will  be 
full  of  pat'ents  in  a  vety  sho.  t,  time.  Now,  I 
never  knew  an  instance  where  anybody  desired  to 
take  medicine  and  receive  medical  creaiment  un- 
less actually  sick — not  even  in  homoeopathic 
doses — and  if  we  til'  this  hos  piial,  I  believ  -.  it  will 
be  by  the  deserving  poor  who  actually  need  treat- 
ment. 1  don't  >es  so  inaay  objections  to  the  pres- 
ent order ,  aud  I  hope  it  will  pass. 

Aldern  an  Pr-scoct — I  ma'&e  no  other  opposition 
to  the  order  than  the  statement  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  It  seems  to  me  that  almost  their  en- 
tire argument  is  against  che  recommendation 
they  make.    They  stair  that— 

"The  result  was  toatoutof  the  whole  numoer 
of  215  patieoro,  211  Wcie  mdiffeient,  or  satisfied 
withtheii  present  treatment,  and  four  preferred 
homoeopathic  treatment." 

Aldeimac  Barrage — Will  the  Alderman  iead  the 
next  paragraph  ? 

Alderman  Prescott  [redoing] — 

"Youi  cotntnittee  have  no  means  of  knowing 
how  many  person  *  have  refrained  from  applying 
at;  the  hospital,  knowing  that  homoeopathic  treat- 
ment could  not  be  obtained  there." 

I  do  not  chink,  from  my  two  or  three  years'  expe- 
rience at  the  City  Hospital,  that  that  number  is 
v  ry  large.  Certainly,  to  a  very  great  extent,  i  be 
patients  v/ho  apoly  do  not  know  tbe  difference  be- 
tween tbe  allopathic  and  homoeopathic  :  cbools.  It 
is  shown  here  tbi,t  only  two  in  100  prefer  a  differ- 
ent treatment  from  what  thsy  receive  i  tntie. 
Now,  even  it  we  had  the  legal  authority  to  do  it,  is 
that  sufficient  to  warrant  us  in  sending  patients 
to  an  outside  hospital  entirely  oot  of  the  control 
or  maoagernent  of  tne  city  ?  In  legard  to  tbe.  re- 
mark of  trie  Alr.ermao  from  Ward  21,'  ihat  be 
never  knew  parties  aoplying  for  admission  to  the 
hospiial  wbo  did  not  need  to  take  tneoiciue,  or 
wbo  were  not  fit  subjeos  for  hospital  treatmeut, 
I  can  pay  from  my  owo  experience  tbere— and  I 
know  I  should  be  confirmed  by  ch->  Superinteoct- 
ent — that  a  large  number  of  patients  are  contin- 
ually aoplyiog  who  would  like  to  get  iu  and  have  • 
a  home  solo  gas  the  city  of  Bo-ton  will  take 
care  of  them.  However,  admitting  ti.at  we  fiod 
that  two  per  cim.  ot  tbe  paiients  ad- 
mitted to  the  City  Hospital  desne  homoeo- 
pathic treatmmt,  is' it  not  quiet  probable  that  of 
those  215  tbere  might  be  two  per  cent,  wb •.  might 
prefer  some  treatment  different  rroin  the  old  or 
new  scbool— perhaps  ihe  hydropathic  or  water- 
cure  system,  or  perhaps  spiritual  treatment?  I 
do  noi  desire  to  be  considered  as  associating  i  he 
honiceooatbic  school  with  ihose  others— if  they 
deserve  the  name  of  schools ;  but  inasmuch  as  the 
patients  now  m  the  hospital,  aoo  wbo  have  been 
tbere  heretofore,  who  are  nor  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  mode  of  treatment  receiveo  there,  are  m 
so  small  a  minority,  even  if  we  had  the  right  to 
provide  ror  tbe  n  i  >  another  hospital  aud  pay  the 
bills,  I  feel  certain  that  the  statement  is  true, 
that  if  the  city  paid  for  patient*  at  tbe  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital  it  would  be  but  a  very  short  time 
after  the  completion  of  the  building  In-fore  every 
bed  would  be  tillert  by  patients  paid  tor  out  of  che 
treasury  of  the  city.  The  homoeopathic  physi- 
cians have  a  large  number  of  cases  awogthe 
deserving  poor,  who,  perhaps,  cannot  remunerate 
them  for  their  services.  Would  it  not  be  proba- 
ble that  ciey  »ould  tike  them  to  a  fr^-e  hospital 
of  their  own  if  the  city  ot  Boston  paid  for  it? 

Aldertnai  Burrage — The  gentleman  *vas  first 
arguing  that  there  was  no  need  of  accommoda- 
tions because  tbere  were  no  patients;  and  now  he 


argues  that  thtre  are  more  pafrento  thab  there  are 
accommodations  tor. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  say  tnat  of  the  215  pa- 
tients, all  buc  tour  are  satisfied  with  the  creac- 
ment.  receiveo  there.  I  also  taear  to  say  th  t  if  a 
free  hospital  is  also  openeu  by  the  hoi  oeopathic 
school,  and  the  faculty  desire  to  fill  it  with  differ- 
ent classes  ot  di=eases,  ch>-y  wouid  oo  so  wrta 
patients  for  which  the  city  sould  have  to  pay  $10 
a  week. 

Alderman  Bui  rage — This  h  spi'al  was  erected 
mainly  tor  the  accommodation  of  paying  patients 
from  in  and  out  of  the  city.  It  was  n't  intended 
as  a  public  charity.  Tbe  testimony  wa-"  to  the  ef- 
fect that  every  day  the  homoeopathic  physi- 
cians have  patien'S  who  shoula  recerve 
hospital  treatment,  buc  their  medical  ad- 
visers d>  not  dare  to  seDd  them  to  tbe  City  Hos- 
pital. I  don't  take  siaes;  hut  it  the  petitioners 
and  patients  believe  what  they  say,  we  should  re- 
spect their  opinions.  Idoo't'think  it  is  right  to 
compa'e  uomcerpathy  with  Spiritualism.  This 
school  has  established  itself ,  and  it  is  patronized 
by  eoucated,  intelligent  citizens  of  high  .taoding. 
Spiiicuahsm  is  not  a  system;  tt  don't  pretend  to 
have  any  system.  It  is  what  che  spirits  do;  not 
what  education  or  learning  does.  As  tbere  seems 
to  be  some  doubt  iu  regaio  to  the  legality  of  this 
order,  I  move  that  it  be  laio.  uoon  ihe  table. 

Alderman  O'Brien  suggesied  tnat  the  oidiuai.ee 
be  recommitted,  that  the  opinion  of  the  City  So- 
lictor mi^hi  be  obtained  and  the  matter  arranged 
all  right. 

Alderman  Stebbins  suggested  that  that  would 
lequire  concurrent  action. 

Alderman  Bui  i age  hoped  that  Alderman  Pres- 
cott, being  such  an  advocate  of  homoeopathy, 
would  bung  in  an  ameudmeut  and  perfect  the 
order.  He  moved  that  ic  be  referred  to  the  next 
City  Government. 

Alderxan  Prescott  had  no  objection  to  that 
motion.  He  had  taken  the  position  he  bad  be- 
cause ue  considered  the  plan  proposed  much  more 
impracticable  than  to  grant  the  prayer  ot  che  pe- 
titioners. He  was  in  favor  of  economy  iu  the 
schools,  libraries  and  charities, and  he  hoped  that 
principle  would  govern  the  uext  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Aldei  man  Burrage  said  the  report  was  made  iu 
the  interest  ot  jusiice  and  economy 

The  subject  was  referred  to  tbe  next  Cit*  Gov- 
ernment.   Serf  down. 

THE    PUBLIC  BATHS. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  annual  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Bathing.  The  recapitulation 
of  bathers  is  a°  follows: 

Total  Baths  at  Bath  House  Ne.    1 123,251 

No.    3 B2,777 

No.   4 19,558 

"                          '•             No.    5 t>7.744 

NO.    6 47.872 

«                          •'             No.   7 67,795 

No.    8 78,888 

No.   9 97.088 

No.  10 127,557 

No.ll 73,362 

No.  12 33.156 

"                         "            No.  13 75.589 

No.14 21,726 

No.  15 17.203 

No.  IB 18,789 

No.  17 88,689 

No.  18 80,185 

No.19 20.384 

No. 20 45.375 

Total 1,086,927 

1875.  1S74. 

Whole  number  men  bathers 269,271  344,287 

boy  bathers 540.530  825.117 

"  women  bathers 71.336  56.524 

girl  bathers '.'05,790  201.238 

1,086,927        1,427.166 
Decrease,  1875 340,239 

In  closing  their  icpoit,  the  committee  feel  that 
tbey  have  a  right  to  congratulate  tue  City  Govern- 
ment upon  the  showing  of  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing the  paths  during  tbe  year.  That  the  com- 
mittee have  piactised  economy  in  tne  ex- 
penditures is  clearly  evioent  ou  comparing 
the  figuies  of  tbe  piesent  year  with  those 
of  1874.  Last  year  the  total  expense  was 
$28,881. 50;  this  year  $21,440.87,  thus  showing  a  re- 
duction of  twenty-five  per  cent.  The  bathers 
bave  had  tbe  usual  ample  fa  ihties  during  the 
past  season,  aud  the  committee  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  statement  showing  the  number  of 
baths  taken  at  each    house   can  be  relied  ou     As 


DECEMBER       37,       1875 


761 


shown  by  tbe  report,  the  average  expense  for  each 
bather  has  been  steadily  remiced  since  1873. 
Accepted.    Seutdo»»n. 

BKPORTS   CALLED   FOE. 

Alderman  SteDbins  called  for  a  report  on  the 
older  subuiitt-d  by  him  some  three  monilH  ago, 
looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  Police  Coinuiis- 
siuii. 

Alderman  Barrage  said  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice hill  i  ot  had  time  to  consider  it,  but  tbey  may 
(Ucide  Dcfo'e  the  end  of  tr.e  year  woethti  to  lec- 
Oin  roeud  war,  it  be  referred  to  the  noxt  City  Gov- 
ernment or  otherwise. 

Alderman  Stebams  called   for  a  report  on  tbe 


order  offered  early  in  the  .year  looking  to  the  es- 
tablishment ot  a  small  court  house  iu  the  yard  of 
Suffolk  County  Jail. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  Committee  on 
Couotv  Buildings  had  bad  plans  prepared  and. 
asked  the  opinion  of  capable  persons.  Plans  had 
been  prepared  not  only  for  a  Police  Court  but  tor 
the  Superior  Criminal  Court,  with  a  view  of  re- 
moving both  courts  there.  The  subject  is  one  of 
coos:derable  magnitude,  and  the  City  Architect 
has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  plans. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott  it  was  voted 
to  adjourn  to  Thursday  at  1  P.  M„  and  on  motion 
of  Alderuiau  Woithington  rheBoard  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

DECEMBER    30,    1875. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M\, 
AldermaD  Clark,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  BEFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  D.  J.  Atwood,  for 
leave  to  maintain  his  lantern  at  7  Hay  ward  place. 

E.  De  Coster,  for  leave  to  maintain  a  gas  lan- 
tern in  front  of  No.  671  Washington  streer. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Heirs  of  James 
Brown  ,to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on  Foster 
street,  Brighton. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Edward  Lally,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  situated  on  Dorchester 
aveDue,  Ward  13. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Thomas  M.  Carter,  for  l?ave  to  occupy  an 
old  wood&n  stable  for  six  horses  at  730  Albany 
street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  change  the  Dame  of  Albion  court  to 
Albion  place.    Passed. 

Order  to  allow  Company  C,  First  Cavalry,  $525, 
for  use  of  armory  for  drill  purposes  by  CDarles- 
town  High  Scnool. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Prescott,  so 
that  it  shall  be  charged  to  "Schoolhouses,  Public 
Buildings,"  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  ord^r  to  convey  to  Francis  C. 
Lowell's  heirs  a  tight  of  way  over  a  passage  lead- 
ing from  Chuich  street. 

Alderman  Quincy—  I  have  not  made  up  my 
mind  that  this  order  ought  to  pass,  and  shall  vote 
against  it  for  the  simple  rfason  that,  as  it  has 
besn  explained,  I  think  it  is  a  privilege  to  be 
granted  to  the  Lowell  heirs  to  which  tne  other 
abutters  have  eveiy  right  to  object;  and  until 
their  consent  is  obtained  I  don't  think  the  city 
should  infringe  upon  their  equitable  rights. 

The  order  was  rejected. 

SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL. 

Tha  Onaii man  submitted  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  on  request  of  Board  of  Health, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Health,  iu  addition 
to  the  amount  heietof ore  granted  for  thai  pur- 
pose, be  authorized  to  expend  a  further  sum 
of  $1:0,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  lot  of 
land  and  buildings  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  of  Boston  for  the  location  of 
a  hospital  for  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases,  ar^d  that  of  said  additional  amount 
$4243.64  be  charged  to  the  appropiiation 
for  Smallpox  Hospital;  and  $5756.36  be  trans- 
ferrer! by  the  Auditor  of  Accouuls  to  said  appro- 
priation from  the  approbation  for  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Alderman  Worthington  hoped  the  order  would 
not  pass,  xor  the  reason  that  no  suco  hospital  was 
needed  ;  that  the  city  has  an  ample  one,  costing 
$5000  a  year,  at  Gallop's  Island,  with  competent 
attendants:  and  if  one  is  needed,  it  can  be  pro- 
cured for  less  than  $10,000.  Epidemics  prevail 
every  ten  or  fifteen  years  because  the  people  and 
city  officials  get  caieless  in  regard  to  vaccination. 
So  lougastne  law  iu  regard  o  vaccination  is  en- 
foiced,  there  is  no  danger.  Now  you  hardly  find  a 
child  who  is  not  vaccinated.  The  Board  of  Health 
say  all  tbey  want  is  a  place  to  take  caro  of 
five  patients;  let  them  have  a  place  to 
take  the  fiist  patient,  and  there  will  not 
be  a  second,  and  so  on.  Last  vear  he 
found  a  place  which  met  ihe  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  he  read  a  letter  to  that  ef- 
fect from  t.,e  chairman,ad  ding  chat  the  place  could 
be  bought  for  less  than  $10,000  in  West  Roxbury, 
with  a  building,  stable  and  53,300  feet  ofliud,  as 
near  the  central  part  of  the  city  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. He  could  see  no  reason  for  expeuding  so 
large  a  sum  fov  the  puipose. 

Alderman  Quincy  desired  to  hear  from  some 
ineiubev  of  the  committee  the  reasons  for  the 
order. 

The  Chairman  read  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

Alderman  O'Brien  agreed  with  Alderman 
Worthington  and  saw  no  necessity  for  the  addi- 
tional expenditure,  as  we  hav°  all  the  hospital 
facilities  we  shall  need  for  the  text  ten  or  twenty 


years.  The  Board  of  Health  was  forced  npon  the 
city  by  the  smallpox  excitement,  and  he  supposed 
the  city  treasuiy  wouid  have  to  suffer  so  long  as 
they  are  in  existence.  He  looked  upon  them  as 
one  of  the  most  expensive  luxuries  the  city  has 
to  bear. 

Alderman  Prei-oott  felt  luclined  to  vote  for  the 
arder,  and  would  do  so.  He  reviewed  the  pio- 
jeedmgs  of  last  year  and  asked  why  t&e  commit- 
tee did  not  purchase  a  site  for  $10,000,  aa  author- 
ized, if  they  had  the  opportunity.  The  necessity 
for  proper  hospital  accommodations  on  main  land 
is  plain  to  all.  Other  considerations  than  the 
price  should  ivsigh  in  tne  selection.  Since  tne 
statements  made  at  a  recent  meeting  by  Alder- 
man Power,  «ho  is  abseot  today,  he  had  piocured 
statistics  showing  the  ratio  ot  death  at  tee  vari- 
ous hospitals.  While  the  epidemic  was  raging, 
420  patients  weie  admiited  u  toe  island  hospital, 
of  whom  175  died,  the  ratio  of  death  being  41  per 
cent.;  at  Swett  street  233.  deaths  49,  percentage 
ef  death 21;  Marceila  stieetl77,  deaths  56,  farce  at  - 
ageof  death  20.  These  figures  refute  the  statement 
that  the  ratio  was  less  at  the  island  than  at  any 
other  hospital,  and  warrant  the  Board  of  Health 
in  providing  suitable  accommodations  on  the 
mainland.  He  differed  from  ilderman  O'Brien 
as  to  the  necessity  of  a  Board  of  Health,  and  add- 
ed that  every  city  of  considerable  size  has  one. 
The  citizens  expect  much  of  our  Board  id  future, 
and  he  trustea  tbey  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  eve.y  bad  case  was  sent 
to  the  island,  and  the  ratio  of  death  would  nat- 
urally be  greater— a  fact  which  Alderman  Prescott 
had  overlooked. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  records  show  that 
the  worst  cases  were  not  sent  m  undue  proportion 
to  the  island. 

Alderman  Wo.thington  s;id  his  information 
was  different  from  Alderman  Prescott's.  Mild 
cases  like  that  9t  Judge  Colt  were  not  carried 
down  there. 

Alaetuian  O'Brien  said  it  was  pleasant  to  hear 
Alderman  Prescott  advocate  the  Board  of  Health, 
when  they  reflected  so  stiougly  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildiugs.  He  read  an  extract  from 
i he  report  of  the  board  ceusuiiug  the  system  of 
ventilation  used  in  the  public  school  buildings,  by 
way  of  illustraiiou. 

Alderman  Quincy  could  not  but  think  chat  all 
the  appropriation  Lecessary  for  a  hospital  on  the 
main  land  had  beeu  made.  He  aid  u't  believe  iu 
spending  too  much  to  keep  up  military  prepara- 
tions In  a  tiuje  of  peace,  although  he  believed  in 
hospital  on  the  mam  lands. 

Alderman  Prescott  did  not  cou^der  the  extract 
read  a  reflection  on  his  co  nmittee,  but  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  department.  la  the  same  w.y  the 
recommendations  of  the  In;.pector  of  Buildings  iu 
regard  to  public  halls  were  not  a  reflection  on  that 
committee. 

Alderman  Bui  rage  believed  in  a  hospital  on  the 
main  lanj,  but  thought  the  Board  of  Health 
should  tiy  a  while  longer  before  being  granted 
the  extra  appropriation. 

Alderman  Harris  was  of  the  -ame  opiuion. 

Alderman  Stehbins  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  $75,000  was  not  considered  an  extravagant 
price  in  1872,  wlcii  th=  Swett-screet  site  was  pur- 
cnased. 

Aldtrinan  Worthington  said  the  verdict  ot  the 
people  in  regard  to  that  purchase  was  the  same  as 
in  regard  to  the  Dorchester  sit-.  Hekiie*he 
cnuKl  gcc  the  Dlacc  h=  mei.tioned  foi  $8000.  Last 
year  tue  co  ntnifee  investigated  the  subject  and 
uuatuioiously  concluded  that  there  was  no  necessi- 
ty for  i he  purchase  of  atother  site.  It  was  a  mis- 
take to  give  the  boaiv;  the  authority  to  buy  tor 
$25,000  it:  the  first  place. 

The  order  was  rejected— yeas  5.  nays  6: 

Yeas— AJdermen  Bigelow,  Clark,  Pope.  Prescott, 
Stcbbins-5. 

Nays— Alderine-J  Burrage,  Harris,  O'Buen,  Quiu- 
cy,  Viles,  Worthiugton — 6. 

Absent— Aldermau  Power. 

Amotion  to  reconsidei  by  Alderman  Worthing- 
ton was  lost, 

MT.   HOPE  CEMETERY. 

The  Chaiiman  submitted  a  report  fiovn  tue  Com- 
mittee ou  Finance  on  report  of  Committee  on  Sit. 
Hope  Cemetery  reeommeuding  the  passage  of  the 
order  reported  by  said  coiuanttre  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  the  sum  of  $2500,  the  same  to  be  add- 
ed to  the  item  &M  labor  iu  the  appropriation  for 
Mt.  Hope  Ceuie;ery. 
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Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  naya  0.  Sent 
down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  '  Bigelow  submitted  the  folio  wiug 
from  i.be  Committee  on  Paving': 

Ord°r  to  ejt2.bli?h  the  grade  of  Marion  street, 
between  Chelsea  and  Bremen  stretts, according  to 
plan  and  profile  datea  Apri!  18,1874.  Read  twice 
and  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  r0  assess  cost  of  laying  side- 
walks and  edgestones  in  various  streets.  Orders 
read  twice  aud  paused. 

EVENING  DRAWING  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Preseoit  offered  the  following: 

Oroered,  That  the  Coinmit'ee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  remove  the  eve  ring  drawing 
school  from  the  primary  schoolhouse,  Appleton 
street,  to  the  primary  schoolhouse,  Teuuysnn 
stieet,  and  tit  up  said  rooms  vacated  m  Apple- 
ton  stieet  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Rice 
School;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  tlie  ap- 
propriation for  School  houses,  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  ot  Aldermao  Prescoii,  Mr.  Charles 
C.  Peikins  was  given  an  opportunity  to  address 
the  boaid  in  opposi'ioo  to  the  order,  as  it  had  giv- 
en rise  to  considerable  discussion. 

Mr.  Perkins  a opeared  and  said  that  between  200 
and  300  scholars  are  registered,  and  the  classes 
average  sixty  or  seventy,  coming  from  different 
sections  of  the  city.  The  rea-ons  against  a  change 
arc  toe  considerable  expense,  probably  $1000  or 
more;  tne  new  >ooms  would  accommodate  only 
four  classes,  while  the  Rice  School  classes  could 
be  accommodated  at  the  old  Franklin  School. 

It  would  be  at  gieat  trouble  and  risk  of  loss  to 
remove  the  casts  and  models,  anu  Mr.  Perkins 
urged  tu«.t  the  school  would  practically  be  de- 
stroyed. The  school  will  eud  in  April,  aod  ar- 
rangement.-, can  be  inane  by  that  time  to  remove 
the  models,  without  lisk  of  ciipplmg  ill"  school. 

Alderman  Prescott  said  the  change  would  have 
to  be  made  soon  any  how,  as  tie  Rice  District  is 
crowded ;  Dut  the  committee  ihoupht  the  wants  of 
pupiN  of  the  district  should  be  considered  in 
preference  to  the  thawing  schools.  The  Tenny- 
son-street rooms  would  give  comparatively  good 
accommodations  for  the  drawing  classes".  The 
committee  are  unanimous  m  their  recommenda- 
tions. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  the  Appleton  Building  needed 
a  new  and  expensive  heating  apparatus  for  the 
use  of  the  day  school,  the  gas  partially  furnishing 
heat  foi  the  evening  pupils. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Harris  submitted  tne  following  from 
the  Committee  oil  Sewets: 

Oroei  to  pay  George  B.  Nicuols  $318.96  for  land 
taken  in  the  name"  of  Michael  Dulan,  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  the  laying  ou,.  of  the  new 
channel  of  Stony  Brook.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  and  oiders  for  the.coliection  of  expense 
of  sewers  in  Troy  street!  Amory  and  School 
streets,  lyler  street,  Bow  street,  Commerce  street, 
Braidoo,  Notre  Dame,  Washington,  Townsend 
street,  etc.,  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Schuyler  street, 
Boylston  avenue  and  stieet,  King  street,  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  Woodbine  street  and  Warren  street, 
Pyochon  street,  Chelsea  street,  Centre  s-nd  Amory 
streets,  May  wood  street  and  Ceda  street.  Orders 
read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  $19.26  be  abated  from  the  asssss- 
rnt  ut  ot  Ephraim  Breed's  heirs  for  a  sewer  in 
South  Eden  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

WATER. 

Aldeiman  Stebbins  submitted  toe  following 
trom  the  Joint  Committee  oo  Water: 

Transfers  in  Appropriations.  Report  on  re- 
quest of  Cochituate  Wate.-  Board  for  certain 
transfeis,  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
be  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  the  following 
transfers  within  the  appropiiationfor  the  Water 
Works,  namely,  From  the  item  for  "Stop- 
cocks, hydrants  and  boxes"  to  the  item 
for  -'service  pipes,"  the  sum  of  $7000;  from  the 
item  for  "stop  cocks,  hydrants  and  boxes"  to  the 
item  for  "repairing  resetvoirs,"  the  sum  of  $1000; 
from  the  item  tor  "aqueduct"  to  the  item  for 
"Chestnut  Hill  reservoir,"  the  sum  of  $500. 

Read  twice  and  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 


Regulation  of  Water  Fixtures.  Tbe  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to  waoui  was  re- 
committed tne  report  and  order  in  relation  to 
petitioning  the  Legislature  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  authorizing  the  City  Council  to  make  ordi- 
nances and  by-laws  regulating  the  introduction 
and  use  of  watt  r  pipes  an.,  fixtures  connecied 
witli  the  Boston  Wafer  Works,  and  providing  for 
the  licensiog  of  plumbeis,  he  ving  coi  sidered  the 
subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  that  it  be 
referred  co  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  with 
instructions  to  report  an  ordinance  in  accordance 
with  tbe  provisions  of  chapter  105  of  the  acts  of 
1875,  being  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  cities  and 
towns  to  regulate  the  construction  and  use  of 
water  pi.t  es  and  >vater  fixtures." 

Accepted,  and  referit-daccordiog'y.  Sent  down 

Protection  of  Sources  of  Supply.  Report  on 
request  of  Cochituate  Water  Board  in  regarJ  to 
protection  of  s.-urces  of  supply,  recommending 
the  passage  ot  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session, 
for  tbe  passage  of  a.i  act  authorizing  the  city  ot 
Boston  to  further  control  aod  p.otect  its  sources 
of  water  supply  from  infringement  or  pollution, 
and  to  control  and  regulate  the  use  of  the  land 
and  driveway  around  Chestnut  Hill  and  Brook- 
line  leservoirs;  also  foi  an  act  preventing  the 
acouisition  of  advets*.  piescriptive  right-'  by  a 
person  with  respect  to  real  estate  held  bv  the 
City  of  Bo-ton  in  connection  with  its  sources  of 
water  supply. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

ELECTIONS  OF  WARD  OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Stebbins  submitted  tbe  followiog: 

Tbe  Committee  on  Election  Returns,  to  wnom 
were  referred  the  petition  of  Patrick  Collins  and 
others  that  tha  ballots  cast  tor  ws,:rd  officeis  m 
Ward  6  be  recounted,  arc!  the  petitions  ot  Augu'- 
tus  Lane  and  otte>  s,  and  of  M.  A.  Carry  and  oth- 
ers, that  the  ballots  cs.st  for  Warden  and  Inspect- 
ors in  Ward  14  be  i  ecounted,have  attended  to  that 
duty,  nil  hav°  recounted  the  ballots  and  found 
the  result  to  be  as  follows: 

Ward  No.  (i.  Wa  r  rt  ?  n— O .  F .  Kel  l  v ,  544 ;  Henry 
Spiain,  501;  William  Tayler,  1.  Clerk— William  H. 
Brennao,  542;  J.  O.  Fallon,  502;  W.  Briner,  1. 

Inspectors— John  F.  Mullen.  541;  John  A.  Kid- 
ney, 531 ;  Jeremiah|Gallagher,  531 ;  David  Flaherty, 
522;  Johu  Kelly,  506;  James  T.  Gallagher,  506; 
Frank  Barry,  502;  Joseph  O'Hare,  482;  James  A. 
Mahoney,  322;  James  B.  Reed,  260;  John  B.  Reed, 
258;  J.  B.  Read,  14;  Samuel  Host  a,  Jr.,  50;  all 
others,  8. 

Ward  No.  14.  Warden— Thomas  A.  Simpson, 
621 ;  John  W.  Nichols,  606. 

Inspectors— William'  Morris,  889;  James  Ren- 
frew, 897;  Samuel  Haley,  Jr.,  884;  Shepard  J. 
Perrv,  620;  Jos.  A.  Hill,  516;  Jos.  A.  Halt,  116; 
Robert  C.  Monison,  457;  Robert  M.  Morrison,  161; 
Richard  Monks,  345;  Richaid  W.  Monks,  268;  Ed- 
waro  J.  Roach,  341;  Ed«  ar  i  Murphy,  340;  D.  O. 
Reilly ,  339-    All  othei  s  20. 

The  folloving-named  persons  have  been  there- 
fore elected  to  their  several  office,' : 

Ward  No.  6.  Warden— Daniel  F.Kelly;  Clerk 
— William  H.  B:  enuan  ;  Inspector;, — John  F.  Mul- 
len, Johu  A.  Kidney,  Jeremiah  Gallagher,  David 
Flaherty;  and  there  is  one  vacancv  caused  by  a 
tie  vot  ,  which  can  be  filled  at  the  polls  at  tne 
next  election  in  s*»Jd  ward. 

Ward  No.  14.  Waiden— Thomas  A.  Simpson; 
Inspectors  —  William  Morris,  James  Renfrew, 
Samuel  Healy,  .Jr.,  Shepard  J.  Perry  and  Joseph 
A.  Hill. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk 
issue  the  usual  certificates  of  election  to  the  fore- 
going parties. 

The  committee  have  also  considered  the  remon- 
strance of  Jamts  O'Donnell  and  others,  against 
the  issue  of  an  Inspector's  certificate  to  Hugh 
Cair,  who  was  declared  to  have  been  elected  to 
that  office  in  Ward  7,  on  the  ground  that  said 
Carr  is  viot  a  legal  resident  in  said  Ward.  Alter 
hearing  the  testimony  adduced  on  each  side  in 
this  case,  tbe  committee  are  of  opition  that 
Mr.  Carr's  residence  in  Charlestown  was  for  a 
temporary  purpose,  only  that  he  had  not  aban- 
doned bis  legal  residence  in  Wurd  7.  Thev  there- 
fore report  that  theilnspector's  certificate  be  is- 
sued to  him. 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins.*  ; 

Hugh  O'Brien.  J  Committee. 

Thomas  B.  Harris. 

Accepted. 
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NORTHA  MPTON-STREET  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Steobins  offered  ordeis  to  vacate 
assessments  for  raising  the  grade  of  certain  par- 
cels of  land  on  Northampton  street,  as  follows: 

"William  E.  Woodward,  $5934.25. 

Hue  nema-.i  &  Co.,  $570.35. 

Jonas  B.  Hildreth,  $8066.60. 

AJdermao  Stabbins  said  it  bad  been  discovered 
that  th«  assessment  was  made  on  the  wrong  par- 
ties.  Tne  City  Solicitor  advises  the  cassage  of 
these  orders  before  the  l«c  of  January,  and  the 
necessary  assessment  can  be  maae  hereafter.  In 
reply  to  Alderman  Harris,  he  said  it  is  nor  a  total 
loss,  but  can  oe  remedied  by  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment, if  found  desirable. 

The  orders  were  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

STREETS — LAND  DAMAGES. 

Aldeiman  Harris  submitteo  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Street?  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Ordei  to  pay  Edward  A.  White  and  others,  trus- 
tee^, $34,978  for  land  damages  in  widening  Arch 
stieec.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  President  and  Fellows  of  H  irvard 
College  $1905  for  land  takea  from  unknown  own- 
er? in  widening  Arch  street  upon  a  portion  of  a 
passageway  belonging  to  oaem,  upon  their  paying 
all  betterments  assessed  to  and  due  from  them 
for  street  improvements  in  the  burnt  district, 
save  such  an  abatement  as  is  made  from  a  certain 
assessment  to  an  estate  belonging  to  the  "ollege 
upon  Hawley  street,  by  an  order  of  this  Board  of 
even  date  herewith.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  pay  Simpson  C.  Bixb.v  $150  for  land 
damages  iu  widening  \uron  street;  Bugh  Nawn, 
$300,  for  laying  out  and  giadin,"  Rocklaud  strtet; 
Dorchestei  Atheoseum,  $180,  widening  ot  Cottage 
street ;  heirs  of  John  G.  Gray,  $190,  laying  out  and 
grading  Fountain  street.  Severally  reaa  twice 
amo  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $1000  be  and  the  same 
heieby  is  abated  from  the  betterment  of  $5000  as- 
sessed for  the  widening  of  Hawley  street,  to  the 
estate  of  the  President  and  Fellows  ot  Harvara 
College,  at  ihe  corner  of  said  Hawley  and  Frank- 
lin streets,  by  an  oider  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  o£  Jan.  30, 1875,  leaving  the  assess- 
ment for  betterment  for  the  widening  of  Hawley 
street  upon  said  estate  at  $4000. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  to  pay  to  Martin  B.  Inehes,  for  himself 
and  all  others  interested  in  the  estate  of  Russia 
Wharf,  $183,208.58  for  land  taken  in  name  of  Her- 
man B.  Inches  and  otuers  by  laving  out  of  East- 
ern arenue  and  widening  of  Broad  street. 

Alderman  Harris  stated  that  the  amount  was 
awarded  by  the  Street  Commissioners  and  the 
Chairman  said  Mr.  Inches  pays  his  entire  better- 
ment assessment.  . 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

BRIDGES. 

Aldermat  Hairis  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repaii  Federal-street  Bridae  at  an 
estimated  expense  of  $2500;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  tor  Bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passea. 

Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  exe- 
cute a  lease  giving  to  Louis  Polet'i  tbe  use  of  a 
building  situated  on  the  southerly  side  of  Wairen 
Bridge,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  at  the  rale  ot 
$200  per  year. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Seat  down. 

LEAVE  TO  WITHDRAW  ON  CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Wortbington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  ou  petitions,  of 
Jonathan  Stone,  Mary  Lvnch,  J.  M.  Sylvester,  C. 
W.  Augier,  Merrick  Mansfield.  Severally  accept- 
ed. 

FEES   OF  DEPUTY   COLLECTORS. 

Alderman  Worttnngton  submitted  tbe  follow- 
ing; 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  F.  N.  Bulflnch 
ana  others,  to  be  compensated  tor  services  ren- 
dered as  deputy  collectors,  iianng  consideied 
the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  ce- 
port:  The  oetitioner?  were  appointed  deputy  col- 
lectors by  the  late  Treasuier  aud  Collector  on  tne 
first  of  September,  1874,  and  served  in  that  capaci- 
ty until  Sept.  1,  1875.  They  were  to  be  paid  for 
their  services  from  tue  fees  which  wero  collected 
from  delinquent  taxpayers  during  the  year,  as 
provided  by  law.  In  pr>  vious  \eais,  estates  were 
sold  for  nbu-payment  of   taxes  prior  to  Sept.  I, 


and  as  soon  as  the  sales  were  made,  the 
tees  earned  by  the  deputy  collectors  were 
divided  pro  rata  among  tbem,  but  during 
the  present  year  tha  reorganization  of  the  depart- 
ment and  the  appointmeot  of  a  new  Collector  ne- 
cessitated, in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  a 
re-advertisement  of  tbe  sale,  consequently  the 
estates  were  not  sold  until  after  Sept.  1,  a  month 
later  than  usual,  and  no  division  of  the  fees  was 
made. 

The  statute  establishing  the  office  of  Collector 
of  Taxes  went  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber of  the  present  vear,  and  specifies  that  "all 
fees,  charges  and  commissions  of  every  kind  and 
description  allowed  by  la»  for  the  collection  of 
taxes,  betterments,  rates  and  assessments  of  every 
kind,  to  any  person  or  persons  anthoriz-d  to  col- 
lect the  sadie  within  ne  civ  of  Boston,  shall, 
after  the  1st  day  of  September,  1875,  be  colle^ts-d 
ano  paid  by  such  persons  into  the  treasury  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  shall  became  the  property  of 
said  city. 

Under  this  law  the  present  Collector  felt  com- 
pelled to  pay  into  the  treasury  all  tees  received 
after  Sept.  1,  without  regard  to  rbe  time  when 
earned,  and  the  money  n  >w  remains  in  the  treas- 
ury. 

Tbe  petitioners  claim  t'nat  having  oetfr-riiied 
the  duties  required  of  tbem  prior  to  Sept.  1,  thev 
are  entitled  to  the  fee*  earned  by  their  services, 
although  such  fses  may  not  have  been  paid  to  the 
city  until  after  that  daie.  In  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  it  is  evident  that  the  petitiooeis  have 
rendered  services  for  which  they  have  not  re- 
ceived the  compensation  which  they  were  entitled 
to.  They  entered  into  an  agreement  with  th? 
late  Tieasurer  and  Collector  to  perform  cer- 
tain services,  for  wbich  they  were  to  re- 
ceive the  fees  allowed  by  law  for  such  ser- 
vices, aud  it  is  clear  that  had  it  not  been 
for  tne  delay  in  selling  the  estates,  the  money,  or 
part  of  it,  which  is  now  in  the  treasury,  »ould 
have  been  paid  to  them. 

There  may,  perhaps,  be  a  doubt  as  to  tbe  legali- 
ty of  the  claim,  inasmuch  as  tne  contract  or  agree- 
ment was  between  tbe  deputies  and  the  Collector 
and  not  between  them  and  the  city,  in  which  case 
it  may  be  that  tbe  ctv  would  not  be  held,  but  it  is 
evident  that  th>s  questiou  would  not  have  arisen 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  combination  ot  events  pre- 
viously stated,  and  with  this  view  of  tbe  case, 
your  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  petitioners 
have  an  equitable  claim  against  the  city. 

Your  committee  theiefote  recommend  that  tbe 
claim  b=  settled  by  tbe  payment  of  a  portion  of 
the  amount  »hich  has  been  received  from  fees, 
and  -s  tbe  sale  of  the  estates  and  consequent 
settlement  with  the  petitioners,  was  delayed  for 
one  month,  it  is  fair  to  presume  ihat  the  amount 
of  monev  received  for  fees  during  the  month  of 
Seprember  would  have  been  received  and  divided 
in  August  bad  the  delay  not  occurred,  and  that 
the  petitioners  are  equitably  entitled  to  th  t 
amount.  Your  eorrmittee  would  therefore  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  <*f  the  follow- 
ing order. 

For  a  majority  of  the  committee, 

R.  Worthington,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  there  ce  allowed  and  paid  to  F. 
N.  Biiittncii,  Joseph  Pierce,  I.  F.  Nelson,  Augustus 
M.  Rice,  Francis  R.  Stod is id,  William  S.  Pea- 
body,  Abiabam  G.  flyman,  E.  B.  Spinney,  Wil- 
liam H.  Mcintosh,  D.J.  Gorman,  d.  W.  Dicfcer- 
min,  E.  G.  Wallis.  I.  W.  Derby.  Dennis  A.  Sulli- 
van and  J.  S.  Dnnklee,  in  compensation  for 
services  tendered  by  them  as  deputy  collectors. 
(A)  the  sum  of  thirty-two  nuudred  and  sixtv-two 
05-100  dollars  ($3262.05),  upon  their  giving  to  tue 
city  a  release  and  discharge  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor;  the  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the 
revenue  received  from  taxes  and  other  f'es. 

Aldermau  Bui  rage— I  should  like  some  informa- 
tion before  voting  for  the  order.  It  seems  like  es- 
tablishing a  bad  precedent  to  pass  the  order.  Toe 
report  savs  they  did  n't  receite  the  sum  promised 
them  by  the  Collector.  The  equity  ot  the  matter 
seems  to  hinge  upon  that,  these  ars  worthy  gen- 
tlemen and  I  advocated  paying  them  a  uigtiec  s.u- 
arv  than  the  Board  adopted,  thinking  their  ser- 
vices worth  $1700.  But  their  salaries  have  been 
fixed,  and  the  fact  seems  to  be  that  for  the  year 
ending  Sept.  1,  1875,  they  received  about  $1000. 
considerably  more  thau  ever  before.  Kuun  all  ac- 
counts they'could  'thave  received  more  than  $1700 
previous  to  that. 

Alderman  Woiihhi.gton—  The  committee  made  .-. 
thorough  investigation  of  this  matter.  The  col- 
lectors  received  a  certain  amount  in  fees  for  col- 
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lecti«g  taxes  ana  serving  notices.  The  law  author- 
izing the  fee-  was  passed  in  1802,  aDd  has  been  in 
vogue  in  this  city  ever  since.  The  colleciois  were 
enti-ely  dependent  upon  the  tees,  which  were 
divir.ed  on  the  first  of  September,  after  i  he  estates 
were  sold  to  pay  taxes.  Eve;>  year  they  have 
divided  at  that  time,  llie  'ate  Treasurer  keeping 
his  'Account,  a,nd  giving  the  collectors  money  as 
tney  w  inted  it,  dividing:  the  whole  amount  equally 
on  ihe  first  of  every  September.  That  has  been 
the  case  ever  since  Mr.  Tiacy  <vas  in  office.  This 
year  he  oieo  ami  a  law  was  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature creating  ihn  offices  of  Treasurer 
and  Collector,  designating  that  all  fees 
shall  be  paid  into  ths  ueasury.  These 
deputy  colisctors  had  beeu  at  work  fioui  Sep- 
tember, 1874,  to  Seotember,  1875,  for  these  very 
fees.  Immediately  after  the  first  of  May,  they 
commenced  leaving  the  bills.  Lhe  collector  was 
appointed  after  Mi .  Dennie  bad  advertised  the 
property  for  sale,  and  the  City  Solicitor  decided 
thar  it  must  be  done  over  again  before  the  sale 
could  he  legally  made  by  the  Collector;  ant!  there- 
fore the  sale  was  postponed  till  alter  Sept.  1. 
They  had  done  all  the  work  before  Sept.  1.  If 
the  f.es  had  been  paid  in  before  Sept.  1,  they 
would  have  beeu  divided,  and  nothing  would  have 
been  said  about  it.  Mr.  Healy  says  it  is  not  a 
legal  claim,  but  an  equitubla  one.  The  committee 
say  all  fees  paid  before  Oct.  1  shall  be  paid  them ; 
and  there  is  n  large  amount  10  audition  to  that 
for  work  they  did  in  1873  and  1874.  Heretofore 
when  the  back  fees  weie  paid  they  have  gopa  into 
the  account  lor  that  j ear.  They  don't  ask  to 
be  paid  for  anything  but  this  year's  fees,  the 
information  before  the  committee  snowed  tsat 
the  *ees  amounted  to  $1700  oi  $1800  a  yeai,  and  in 
one  year  to  $2000,  If  the  Treasurer  had  lived, 
thev  would  undoubtedly,  with  the  large  sales, 
have  made  $2000  this  ye.r.  They  have  so  far  re- 
ceived but  $1100  or  $1200,  if  ve'  can  believe  the 
sworn  testimony  of  the  collectors  before  us— not 
so  much  by  three  or  four  hunoreddollais  as  if  Mr. 
Tracy  had  lived.  I  dou't  know  what  information 
the  Alderman  from  Ward  10  has  to  how  the  ac- 
counts were  kept;  but  the  city  of  Boston  Knows 
nothing  about  it  whatever.  All  the  fees  paid  in 
belonged  to  the  Treasurer,  who  kept  a  separate 
account  of  tbem,  and  whether  that  oook  is  to  be 
found  or  not  1  don't  know.  The  question  was 
asked  whether  Mr.  Tracy  receive!  a  portion 
of  rhesei  fees,  but  the  collectors  did  o't 
know.  They  always  took  the  amount  Mr. 
Tracy  haoded  to  them ;  but  1  believe  he  undoubt- 
edly paid  a  portion  to  himself.  1'here  is  notting 
to  sh  iw  that  there  is  a  claim  upon  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Tracy.  I  believe  this  is  an  equitable  claim 
and  I  hope  we  shall  pass  the  order. 

Alderman  Burrage — My  information  in  iegard 
to  the  amount  received  is  from  the  Collector,  and 
I  tomk  the  Alderman  must  laboi  under  some  mis- 
take. The  Collector  told  me  they  received  $1900 
each  for  the  year  up  to  bept.  l.  There  is  no  doubt 
in  my  mmd  that  they  received  r.  v.o  or  three  hun- 
dred dollars  more  than  they  would  have  received 
if  the  late  Collector  had  lived.  Without  having 
absolute  proof  I  ar.  satisfied  of  tuat.  It  is  not 
necessaiy  to  go  into  the  system  of  fets  in  vogue. 
The  Alderman  is  correct.  The  statin-  gave  oim 
the  fees,  but  the  ordinance  provided  that  his  >ala- 
rv  should  be  in  full  for  aflat  rvicesasTieasurerand 
Collector.  I  am  sony  tbis  petition  has  been 
prerenteu.  I  should  be  glad  to  pay  these  gentle- 
men these  fees  if  I  could  do  so  conscientiously; 
but  I  don't  thick  thev  are  equitably  entitled  to  it; 
and  if  it  is  noi  a  legal  claim  I  dou't  think  tt.ey  are 
entitled  io  it.  If  any  inducement  oad  been  held 
out  to  them  thai  they  would  receive  a  certain  sum 
from  the  late  Collector  tor  their  services,  tb*t 
woulu  be  a  legal  claim;  but  I  understand  they 
don't  claim  chat;  i  understand  that  tbey  had  it  in 
their  mmds  that  they  should  have  the  fees  upon 
those  sales  which  generally  take  place  in  August; 
but  unfortunately,  .he  exigencies  of  the  city  requir- 
ed that  the  sales  should  take  place  in  September, 
and  it  seems  to  me  we  aie  not  beholoen  to  the  col- 
lectors on  account  of  that.  It  they  had  received 
only  t«n  or  twelve  hundred  dollars  there  might  be 
some  show  of  justice  in  the  claim,  but  as  they  have 
received  more  than  for  the  pievious  yeai's 
labor,  they  have  not  s.n  equitable  claim.  The  act 
to  reorga- iz3  the  Treasury  Department  was  first 
drawrr  to  take  effect  upo.i  its  passage;  but  I  un- 
derstand that  the  deputy  collectors  conferred 
with  Mr.  Codman,  chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  in  order  to  save  their  fees,  and  the 
date  of  its  taking  effect  wa-3  changed  to  Sent.  1, 
after  which  time  their  salaries  of   $1600  a  year 


commenced.  There  are  no  eentlemen  to  whom  I 
would  sooner  oo  a  favor  than  these,  ano  I  regret 
thst  I  am  not  able  to  vote  for  the  order. 

Alderman  Woithington — 1  have  seat  *or  Mi. 
bherwin,  the  City  Collector.  There  is  certainly  a 
very  great  raisuiiderstandme'  between  the  Treas- 
urer and  himself,  and  between  the  Al  eiman  and 
the  collectors.  We  undeiSiand  thev  received  leos 
than  $1200,  but  he  says  it  was  $1800  or  $1900.  I 
can't  see  how  it  was  possible  for  them  to  have  got 
any  such  amount  of  money,  for  the  work  was  cot 
completed  until  September,  when  the  very  large 
fees  came  in.  They  earned  the  fees  in  August, 
but  they  were  not  paid  till  September. 

Alderman  Stebbins — I  would  call  attention  to 
the  tact  that  the  act  did  not  take  effect  on  its 
passage  as  stated  by  the  Alderman  from  Ward  10, 
but  upon  its  acceptance  by  trie  City  Council ;  and 
also  that  secfoo  3  of  the  act  provrded  that  the 
fees  earned  after  the  fiist  of  September  should  be 
paid  into  the  citv  treasury. 

Alderman  Quincy— Earned  after  the  first  of 
Seotemoer? 

Alderman  Stebbins— That  was  the  understand- 
ing.   But  I  will  read  the  sectim. 

"Section  3.  All  tees,  charges  and  commissioas  of 
every  kind  ano  descriotion  allowed  by  la  »  for  the 
collection  of  taxes,  betterments,  rates  aud  assess- 
ments of  every  kina,  to  am  person  or  persons  au- 
thorized to  collect  the  same  within  the  city  of 
Boston,  shall  after  the  first  oav  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  And  seventy-five,  be  collected 
and  paid  by  such  persons  into  the  treasury  of  the 
city  of  Bostou,  aud  shall  become  the  property  of 
said  city.  The  said  city  is  hereby  authorized  'o 
pay  to  such  persons  such  compensation  for  rtieir 
services  as  the  City  Council  shall  from  time  to 
time  determine." 

It  was  certainly  understood  that  it  had  no  refer- 
ence to  any  fees  earned  prior  to  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Aldet man  Quincy — All  those  payable  after  the 
lst[of  September? 

Aldeit.an  Stebbins— Yes,  sir. 

Aldernan  Quincy — That  is  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee's leport. 

Alderman  Waitlno»ton— One  of  the  collectors 
called  Mi.  Codmao's  attention  to  the  act,  and  he 
said  it  would  be  a  matter  of  equity  to  allow  them 
the  tees  earned  prior  to  September,  and  the  city 
of  Boston  would  not  do  such  a  tniDg  as  to  deprive 
the  collectors  of  tbem. 

Alderman  Bigelow — I  am  inclined  to  vote  for 
th"  order,  because  I  believe  these  gentlemen  have 
an  equitable  claim.  It  matters  little  what  they 
have  received.  Here  is  an  arrangement  with  the 
late  Collec  or  upon  certain  conditions.  They 
agree  to  take  thei' share  of  fees  earned.  If  they 
had  earned  but  $1000,  they  were  bound  to  take  out 
that,  and  be  satisfieo.  I  think  they  would  be  just 
as  equitably  entitled  ro  twenty  hundred  as  ten 
hundred,  because  here  is  a  cleat lyunoerstood 
arrangement.  This  work  was  done  prior  to  Sept. 
1,  and  they  are  just  as  much  entitles  to  it  as  it  it 
were  for  woik  done  previous  to  the  first  ot  May  or 
June  The  work  was  done  before  Sept.  1,  and 
they  are  entitled  to  their  share  of  the  tees.  Con- 
sequently, I  shall  vote  for  the  order. 

Ald^injan  Burrage— The  Aidermai'  will  s«e  that 
their  sbsre  of  the  fees  oepended  upon  theiragree- 
ment  with  the  late  Collector. 

Alderman  Bige'ow— The  understanding  was 
that  they  should  receive  pro  rata:  and  if  thev  got 
only  $17  each,  th^y  were  to  abide  by  it.  "We  don't 
know  that  tne  late  Collector  kept  one  s.billiog  tor 
himself.  So  fai  as  ptecedeots  are  concerned.  I 
think  it  would  hardly  be  dangerous.  "We  have  had 
but  one  Collector  in  twenty-five  years,  and  proba- 
bly will  not  have  another  lor  ten   or  fifteen  years. 

Alderman  Burrage  -I  don't  suppose  the  Ald-r- 
mao  thinks  the  deputy  collectors  received  all  the 
fees  paid  in  for  taxes.  It  is  pretty  well  known 
tb»t  they  never  did  receive  but  $1700  in  previous 
years;  but  now  I  understand  they  htive  received 
$1900.  The  Alderman  can  get  the  infoimation 
from  the  City  Collector,  who  is  present. 

Alderman  Wnrthington — I  would  like  to  ?sk  Mr. 
Sherwio  the  amount  actually  received  by  the 
deputy  collectors  from  the  first  of  September 
1874,  to  the  first  of  September,  1875. 

The  City  Collector— I  have  no  means  of  knowing 
what  they  have  received,  exceot  what  I  have  been 
told  by  some  of  the  deputies,  that  it  was  in  the 
n°ighboi  hood  of  $1900.  All  my  acquaintance  with 
the  distribution  ot  fees  was  simplv  foi  the  month 
of  August,  when  thev  received  about  $200.  I  don't 
know  whete  the  record  is — if  there  is  any— of  the 
amount   each    leceived    although    they  tell    me 
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thaf  if  called  upon  they  could  make  up  the  figures 
to  show  how  much  each  oia  have. 

Alderman  Worthington — Do  you  say  they  dad 
received  $1900,  or  tbat  ohey  expected  to  receive 
$1900,  with  me  amount  to  corns  in?  Pleaso  re- 
fresh your  memory  a  little  upon  that. 

The  City  Collector— I  understood  that  with  what 
1  paid  in  *  ugust  they  received  $1900.  I  have  no 
means  of  knowing  about  the  amount  except  tor 
tbat  single  month. 

Alderman  Wortbina-too — Ho  v  long  would  it 
take  vou  to  find  oat  how  much  they  did  receive? 

The  City  Collector— Not  over  five  minute  s. 

Alderman  Worthmgton — I  bope  we  shall  have 
the  ex*ct  information,  for  the  statements  made 
here  are  different  from  wbat  I  have  been  told  by 
the  colleccors. 

On  morion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  sub- 
was  laid  on  the  taole  for  the  lime  being.  Subse- 
quently it  was  taken  up  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Worthiug-ton. 

Aloerman  Worthington — I  would  now  ask  from 
General  Sherwin  what  is  the  amount  tbat  they 
have  actually  lecewed  up  to  this  time? 

The  City  Collector— The  question  which  I  am 
asfeea  is  not  at  ill  within  the  scope  of  my  official 
inf  oi  macron.  Had  it  bean  so  I  should  have  known 
before,  and  I  am  not  informed  that  it  is  a  matter 
which  can  be  detertnrued.  Mr.  Dennie  may  be 
able  to  give  the  inform  xtioo.  The  remembrauce 
of  the  officers  who  received  the  money  did  not 
correspond.  There  are  two  of  them  here  present, 
and  ihe  tecollection  of  one  is  that  it  is  above,  and 
the  other  that  it  was  below  $1800. 

Alderman  Burrage- Was  there  any  estimate  be- 
low $1800? 

The  City  Collector  —  Yes  sir;  Mi.  Stoddaid 
thought  it  below  $1800.  and  Mr.  Goiman  thought 
it  was  higher  than  $1800. 

Alderman  Quiacy— It  is  undoubtedly  a  safe 
principle  to  fay  no  money  that  is  not  legally  ie- 
coverable.  But  if  it  is  the  principle  to  transact 
this  business  as  we  would  transact  our  own,  I 
think  »  e  should  pay  it.  If  these  fees,  by  accident, 
came  in  too  late  ro  oe  collected,  then  they  are 
equitably  recoverable  arid  the  city  has  no  more 
right  to  keep  this  money  back  than  they  would 
have  to  keep  back  the  price  of  aa  article  pur- 
chased on  the  ground  that  the  sellei  was  wealthy 
or  had  made  mon^y  out  of  the  city  in  some  other 
way. 

Alderman  Burrage— Is  it  in  evidence  that  they 
were  promised  these  fees  ?  On  the  other  hand  the 
evidence  is  the  other  way,  and  thac  they  have  re- 
ceived more  than  we  have  promised  them  and 
that  they  can  claim. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  do  not  know  how  we 
can  more  strontrlv  state  the  fact  than  that  tbey 
have  received  these  fees  in  past  yeats.  They  ex- 
pected to  leceive  them  this  yea'',  auo  ou  account 
of  the  hard  times  they  expected  to  receive  more. 
The  question  is,  is  this  due  them  ?  Did  they  earn 
it  before  tee  1st  of  September?  The  impression 
of  a  majority  of  the  committee  wt>s  that  they 
did. 

Alderman  Burrage— They  earned  ir,  if  it  was 
prornied  to  them. 

Alderman  Quincy— It  ssems  to  me  very  clear 
that  it  was  promised  them.  'Do  the  work  now 
and  you  will  be  paid  by  a  aivtsiou  of  the  fees  wheo 
they  come  in,"  was  the  understanding,  most  dis- 
tinctly. That  was  to  be  their  pay.  There  was  ao 
oirect  amour,  t,  but  the  tees,  when  they  Came  m, 
should  be  divideo,  and  from  tberu  they  should  be 
paid  for  their  previous  services. 

Alderman  Worthington— The  Alderman  labors 
hard  upon  the  promise.  They  wsre  appointed 
Sept.  1, 1875,  and  as  to  whether  there  wuo  an  un- 
derstaodii.fr  that  they  were  to  receive  fees,  the 
presumption  is  against  the  Aldermar.  The  pre- 
sumption is  that  they  were  co  receive  the  fees. 
They  were  promised  the  fee?.  Mr.  Tracy  was  not 
expected  to  die.  We  cannot  report  the  woioj,  but 
we  know  that  they  were  piomised  their  fees  by 
the  Tteasur-r  when  they  were  earned. 

Alderman  Prescott — 1  would  like  to  ask  up  to 
what  date  these  fees  were  paid. 

Alderman  Woithington — There  was  in  October 
paid  in  a  little  over  $2300.  Up  to  Sept.  9  there  had 
been  paid  in  $4100. 

Alderman  Quincy— If  we  don't  pay  these  fees, 
then  we  are  so  much  iu.  We  cannot  return,  ihem 
to  the  taxpayers  from  whom  they  have  already 
been  collected.  It  is  simply  a  question  ot  juttice 
and  equity, 

Aldermun  Worthington — The  gentleman  will  re- 
member that  the  tax  bill  says  on  it  that  these  fees 


belong  to  ths  Collector,  and  the  Collector  is  obliged 
to  collect  them  by  law. 

Alderman  O'Brien — When  this  matter  came  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Claims  the  deputy  col- 
lectors claimed  al1  the  moneys  that  would  be  paid 
into  t^e  trasury  for  labor  they  bra  already  per- 
fprmec.  The  committee  could  not  view  it  in  that 
light,  but  thoy  thought  that  if  a  large  saie  was 
postponed  for  ote  month  by  circumstances  over 
which  the  deputies  had  no  control,  thev  were  cer- 
tainly entitled  in  equity  to  what  would  result  fiom 
tbat  sale ;  and  in  fixing  the  result  of  that  sale  tb  a 
committee  thought  it  would  be  nothing  but  just 
to  allow  them  all  fees  that  came  in  for  one  month 
which  would  cover  the  time  that  the  sale  was  post- 
poned. And  this  is  the  only  poiut  that  would  lead 
me  to  vote  for  that  orjer— becacse  it  is  a  claim 
which  m  just  in  equity.  Because  this  sale  was 
postpuneo  by  circumstances  over  which  they  had 
10  control,  *e  allowed  thetn  the  fees  for  one 
month. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  Alderman 
Stsbbtns  moved  that  it  be  amended  by  inserting 
in  tne  proper  place  "previous  to  the  Best  of  Sep- 
tember, 1875." 

Alderman  vvorthmgton  stated  that  the  collect- 
ors so  understood  it. 

The  am.nomsnt  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed— yeas  7,  nays  3: 

Teas— Aldetmen  B'gelow,  O'Brien,  Pope,  Quin- 
cy, Scebb'ns,  Viles,  Worthingtoo — 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Burrage,  Clark  and  Prtscott — 3. 

Ab_ent — Alderman  Power. 

Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 

Schoolhouse  at  City  Point.  The  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  to  whom  was  r;Commitred  the 
repoit  recommending  the  purchase  of  certain 
estates  on  Fourth  str-et,  near  O  street,  Soufh  Bos- 
ton, as  a  site  for  a  prrmaiy  schoolhouse  in  the 
vicinity  of  City  Point,  co-ether  with  tt>e  necessary 
order  authorizing  the  committee  to  make  said 
purchase,  having  fully  considered  the  subject,  are 
stilt  of  opiniou  tbat  it  w  ouid  be  tor  the  be*t  inter- 
est of  the  city  to  secute  the  lots  r  amed  in  the 
order  as  a  cite  for  the  pioposed  schoolhouse,  and 
they  would  tbeiefore  beg  leave  to  report  back  the 
original  order  and  recommend  its  passage. 

For  a  majority  of  toe  committee. 

Chas.  J,  Prescott,  Chairman. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  iDstfUction,  dissent  from  the  repoit  of 
the  majority  and  bee  leave  to  state  that,  in  their 
judgment,  the  interests  of  the  city  would  be  bet- 
ter served  by  making  the  same  disposition  of  this 
matter  ps  is  recommeaded  by  the  committee  in 
the  many  other  cases  which  are  reported  upon  by 
them  at  this  time. 

The  act  creating  the  new  School  Boatd  provides 
that  no  lot  of  lai.d  shall  be  purchased  for  a  s  :hool- 
house  without  its  first  receivii  g  the  approval  of 
the  School  Board ;  it  that  is  a  stood  rule  \o  follow 
aftei  Jan.  1,  the  undersigned  believe  that  it  is 
worthy  of  some  consideration  at  tbe  present  time. 
The  School  Committee  from  Ward  12  sent  a  com- 
muniC;ttou  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, dated  March  12,  1875.  unanimously  r-com- 
menointr  a  lot  within  a  very  Short  distance  of  the 
one  proposed  by  the  majority,  which  is  equally 
desirable  in  every  way,  and  can  be  purchased  for 
much  less  money.  It  will  be  impossible  to  com- 
plete the  purcha-c  of  any  lot  during  the  present 
year,  aud  under  the  present  condition  ot  busiuess 
ir  is  fair  to  presume  that  land  will  not  advance  iu 
price  duri"g  the  next  few  months;  in  fact,  we  are 
satisfied  thtt  the  lot  proposed  by  the  majority 
could  bi'  purchased  for  a  less  price  than  sug- 
gested by  them,  should  the  city  see  fit  to  make  ao 
offer.  There  is  no  appropriation  for  a  building, 
aud  as  the  new  School  Board  may  io  their  consid- 
eration of  tbe  subject,  conclude  to  materially 
change  the  school  'districts  of  this  section, 
the  undeisiened  -fould  therefore  recommend 
that  the  whole  matter  he  refeired  to  the  uext 
School  Board.  Cvrus  A.  Page. 

Omar  Loring. 
Alb  us  R.  Cushijtg. 

Alderman  Prescott  briefly  reviewed  the  pievi- 
ous  action  on  tbe  subject,  the  careful  investiga- 
tion of  tbe  committee  and  their  repeated  recom- 
mendation in  favor  of  this  lot.  which  is  accepta- 
ble to  tbe  members  of  ihe  new  School  Board  from 
that  section.  It  is  uroposed  to  pay  seveuty-five 
cents  a  foot  for  the  "lot*,  and  in  the  majority's 
opinion  it  is  worth  twenty-five  cents  a   toot  more 
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thao  any  other  lot  offered.  Toe  best  offer  tbey 
had  was  seventy  cents  a  foot. 

Alderman  Viles  had  been  over  to  South  Boston 
and  examined  tae  lot,  and  would  rather  have  the 
one  recommended  by  the  majority  for  twemy- 
flve  ceuts  a  foot  more  than  tlut  ft/vored  by  the 
ml  o  or  it  y. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted  and  ttie  order 
was  passed.    Sent  (.own. 

Brill  Room  for  Charlestovm  High  School  Pupils. 
Report  on  lequestof  School  Committee  recom- 
mending the  loliowmg: 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authoiized  to  pruvme  suiinbie  accommo- 
dations for  the  military  drill  of  the  pupils  ef  the 
Charlestnwn  High  School;  tue  expense  to  be 
charged  ro  the  aopropriatiou  tor  Schoolhouses, 
Public  BuilfiiDgs. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

References  to  next  School  Board.  Reports  on 
requests  of  School  Committee  for  cnemical  appa- 
ratus in  Biiglito'i  High  ScboDl;  for  additional 
primary  schoolhouse  in  Sherwin  District— recom- 
mending rererevce  of  the  same  to  the  next  School 
Board.    Severally  accepted.    Seot  oown. 

Report  on  request  o(  School  Committee  for  new 
grammar  schrol  in  Washiugtoi  Village,  that 
the  City  Couucil  made  an  appropriation 
for  that  purpose  of  $125,000  for  land  and 
$25,000  for  ouilding,  but  the  committee  have 
been  unable  to  agree  U'jion  a  lot.  Residents 
of  the  district  have  been  far  from  unaniin  >us, 
and  rites  which  at  first  seem  mo*t  desirable  could 
not  b?  purchased  for  a  ■•easonable  sum,  so  much 
time  liaviug  elapsed  since  the  original  request 
was  maae,  and  it  having  been  repie-eited  tliat 
the  present  m-mbeis  of  the  School  Board  from 
that  section  thought  it  advisable  to  e:ect  a  com- 
modious pi  unary-  school  building,  and  retain  the 
TicVnor  buildings,  the  committee  are  of  the  opin- 
ion thar  no  action  should  be  t?:Ken  until  the  sub- 
ject is  again  thoroughly  consideieo  by  the 
autbonties  having  direct  charge  of  the  school, 
who,  in  the  future,  are  to  have  concurrent  juris- 
diction with  the  Ciiy  Council  and  the  privilege  of 
purchasing  the  schoolhouse  lots  and  approving 
the  plans  lor  new  school  buildings.  The  commit- 
tee iecotnineod  its  relerence  to  the  next  school 
board.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

High  School  Facilities — The  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  to  whom  were  referred  ih«  accom- 
panying oroers  or  the  School  Committee,  viz.— 

"That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to  eui  i  ge 
the  lot  recently  purchased  for  the  English  High 
and  Latin  schools,  by  the  purchase  ot  additional 
land,"  and  also  "tliat  the  City  Council  be  request- 
ed to  consider  the  expediency  of  erecting  h,  con- 
nectioo  with  tbe  buildings  of  the  English  High 
and  Latin  schools,  suitable  accommodations  for 
the  u<e  of  the  School  Committee,  lacluding  a  hall 
in  which  the  meetings  of  the  board  may  be  held" — 

Would  report,  that  on  the  9th  of  November, 
1872,  the  cit\ .  at  the  earnest  aod  repeated  request 
of  the  School  Committee,  purchas'-d  tor  these 
schools  a  lot  of  land  situated  uponWauen  ave- 
nue, Dartmouth  and  Montgomery  streets,  con- 
taining about  feet  ot  land,  u.ying  therefor 
$280,000.  THe  additional  land  asked  for  contem- 
plates the  purcuase  of  five  orick  houses 
on  Dartmouth  street,  and  would  probably 
require  a  further  expeudituie  of  about 
$100,000.  The  Committ  e  on  Public  Buildings 
were  authorized  some  t»o  years  since  to  procure 
plans  by  competition  for  the  proposed  building, 
and  wer*  authonzed  to  expend  therefor  the  sum 
of  $3000.  Four  prizes  were  awarced  and  the  plans 
of  the  successful  competitors  are  now  deposited 
in  tl  e  office  ot  the  City  Architect.  These  schools 
are  probably  the  most  important  connected  with 
the  educational  department  of  the  city,  and  are 
at  present  very  poorly  piovided  for  in  the  Bed- 
ford-street building,  tbe  old  normal  school  build- 
ing in  Maso-i  street,  the  Bowditch  Scnoolhouse 
building  upon  South  street,  and  the  Savage  pri- 
mary building  upon  Harrison  avenue.  Tl  ese  are 
all  veiy  valuable  estates,  and  can  probably  be 
sold  for  a  sum  nearly  if  not  quite  sufficient  10  pay 
for  the  oroposed  new  structures,  and  the  city 
would  receive  from  the  old  estates,  with  tbeimt 
piovements  that  would  naturally  be  placed  upon 
them,  a  very  considerable  sura  every  jeai  in 
taxes.  This  amount  would  be  at  least  $7000  oe- 
annum.  Your  committee,  howevei,  feel  that 
before  any  wise  and  intelligent  action  can  be 
taken  in  tbe  piemises  by  the  City  Council, 
some  imporiant  questions  recently  agitated  must 
be  definitely  and  finallylseftled  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee, the  whole  question  of  high-sctiool  educa- 


tion and  the  feasibility  of  uniting  tbe  Latin  and 
hsgh  schools  should  receive  most  catetul  and  del- 
icate consideration.  The  future  oolicy  of  tae  city 
in  regard  to  maii-taiuing  separate  and  district 
high  schools  in  the  outlyiog  distiicts  should  re- 
ceive unbiased,  unpiejudiced  and  most  searching 
investigation,  to  the  end  that  the  enoru  ous  sums 
of  monev  now  spent  upon  out  high  schools  maybe 
considerably  diminished,  so  that  toe  results  obtain- 
ed may  be  pioportionate  to  the  exoenditure,  which 
your  committee  oo  not  I  eel  is  t  ow  the  c  ,-e.  3 
these  schools  are  to  accouimo  late  oulv  tnose  pu- 
pils living  in  "the  old  city  proper,"  the  structures 
to  be  erected  should  Lot  be  sj  elaborate  and  com- 
modious as  originally  contemplated,  and  probably 
the  Cit\  Council  would  deem  it  expedient  to  sell 
the  lot  originally  pui chased  and  select  a 
less  exnensive  one*.  These  and  other  important 
considerations  lead  your  committee  to  teport  that 
actiou  at  the  present  time  would  douatiess  be  un- 
wise, and  Uiey  trust  that  ihe  whole;  -ubjecr  (one 
of  tbe  most  impottant  ever  brought  to  ihe  atten- 
tion of  the  Government)  will  receive  the  early, 
careful  and  considerate  judgment  of  the  next 
School  Board,  to  wtiom  your  committ  e  would 
rr  commend  that  tbe  whole  subject  be  referred. 
For  the  Committee, 

Charles  J.  Prescott,  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Aldermao  O'Prieu  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Laads,  wito  an  order  ex- 
tending the  tim-  of  Simeon  B.  So- ith  to  build  on 
lot  on  AlDai  y  and  Concord  streets  from  Jan.  1, 
1876,  to  Jan.  1, 1877.  on  condition  that  tie  pays  to 
ihe  Supsiinteudent  of  Laods  $100  within  ten  days 
from  the  passage  of  said  orjei.  Older  leao  twice 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  FIRES   EN   THE    RICE    AND    PHILLIPS  SCHOOL- 
HOUSES. 

Alderman  Prescott  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  oo  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  ordei  to  thoroughly  investiaate 
and  report  the  oiigin  of  the  tire  in  the  Rice  School- 
house,  Dartmouth  street,  and  also  tbat  in  toe 
Phiilus-sneet  Schoolhouse  on  Pbillips  street, 
Highlands,  beg  leave  to  suDmit  the  following: 

Tbe  origin  of  tbe  fire  in  the  Rice  School- 
house  was  found  to  be  from  the  careless 
manner  in  which  the  janitor  proceeded  to 
thaw  out  a  return  steam  pipe.  This  returo 
pipe  for  condensed  watei  from  the  Bteam 
cols,  at  the  level  of  the  basement  ceiling, 
extended  downwards  against  a  piece  of  board  se- 
cured to  the  walls,  and  was  found  by  the  janitor 
to  be  frozen  at  about  four  o'clock  on"  ihe  morning 
of  Dec.  20.  The  method  adopted  to  rhaw  it  out 
was  bv  heating  a  piece  ot  cast  iron  in  the  furnace 
and  placing  it  against  the  pipe.  The  board  to 
which  the  pipe  was  secured  took  fire;  from  it 
sparks  or  flame  was  sucked  into  a  hot-air  cham- 
ber above;  there,  fed  by  cobwebs,  or  lint,  or  pos- 
sioiy  paper  deposited  by  mice,  rite  found  its  way 
back  of  ihe  furrings,  and  rapidly  worked 
upward  to  the  open  area  above  the  hall, 
sp leading  upon  the  rafters,  and  was  there  com- 
municated to  the  several  schoolrooms  by  the  ven- 
tilating ducts.  The  origin  of  the  fire  at  the  Pbil- 
lips-srrfet  Schoolhouse  was  found  to  be  from  close 
contact  of  wood  to  an  overheated  flue  beiog  de- 
fective. Che  committee  have  thus  stated  the 
cause  of  these  two  fires;  although  they  feel  that 
thev  are  excep  lonal  cases,  ano  that  already 
greater  precautions  against  fire  have  been 
fatten  in  the  erection  of  schoolhouses 
and  other  public  builoings  belonging  to 
the  city  than  in  other  buildings  of  a 
like  character,  they,  nevertheless,  feel  that  tbor- 
oogh  extmiuatiooo  of  all  ci'y  buildings  should  be 
made  in  order  to  prevent  the  possiole  recurrence 
of  similar  disasters. 

Such  examination  is  now  being  carefully  con- 
ducted, stricter  lules  have  been  prepared  tor  the 
government  of  janitors,  and  further  precautions 
taken  lor  the  promot  extinguishment  of  tires. 
Much,  however,  is  yet  to  be  learned  in  regard  to 
heating  aud  ventilation;  but  your  committee  reel 
that  as  new  buildings  have  from  time  to  time 
been  erected  by  the  city  the  most  improved 
inetoods  have  been  adopted. 

For  tbe  Committee. 
Charles  J.  Prescott,  Chan  man. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Piescott  submitted  a  report  that  tbe 
Committee  on  Market  had  agteed  to  lease  the  hall 
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over  Quiiicy  Market  to  Ames  Plow  Company  tor 
$6000  for  one  year.    Accepted,  and  lease  approved. 

REPAIRS  ON  RICE  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Prescott  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  tfte  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  an  thoiized  to  furnish  material  to  imme- 
diately rebuild  the  roof  of  the  Rice  Schooltmuse 
by  contract  or  otherwise  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$6000;  the  same  to.be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  School  houses." 

Alderman  Burrage — Has  not  an  appropriation 
already  been  made  for  rebuilding  i  he  Rice  School- 
house? 

Alderman  Prescott— An  order  was  passe-,  I 
thinfc,  soon  after  the  fiie,  by  the  City  Council,  that 
the  Committee  on  Fublic  Buildings  should  tebuild 
the  Rice  Schoolhouse  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$25,000.  The  oroer  now  before  the  Boaid  asks  for 
authority  to  put  the  roof  immediately  upou  the 
building,  by  contract  or  otherwise.  The  roof  of 
the  building  is  entirely  off.  The  iooms  of  t'>e 
building  ar;  thus  exposed  to  the  weather,  ana  a 
very  considerable  damage  may  ensue  unless  some- 
thing is  immediately  done  for  their  protection. 
This  older  admits  of  immediate  steps  bev  g  taken 
that  tbe  building  may  be  protected.  The  fitting 
up  of  the  building,  the  furnishing,  etc.,  will  be 
done  in  tbe  usual  way,  by  advertising  tor  proyo>- 
als. 

Alderman  Burrage— Is  this  $6000  in  addition  to 
the  $25,000? 

Alderman  Prescott — No,  sir.  It  seems  to  me 
That  the  committee  of  next  year  will  not  be  or- 
ganized eercainlv  until  the  13th  day  of  January, 
and  in  the  mean  while  very  considerable  damage 
may  be  done  to  the  building  by  the  storms 

Tbe  order  was.  read  twice  and  passed. 

POLICE  COMMISSION. 

Alderman  Burrsge  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Police,  sho  were  directed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  placing  tbe  Police  De- 
partment of  this  city  m  charge  of  a  competent 
commission,  beg  leave  to  report  that,  inasmuch  ?is 
the  draft  of  the  new  city  charter  which  was  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  contained  as  one  of  its 
promiuent  teatuies  a  provision  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  iotnmis°ion  on  this  department,  and, 
also,  as  the  views  of  the  committee  ate  well  known 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  there  being  alieady  a 
record  ot  unit  m  favor  ot  this  plan,  they  deemed 
it  unnecessary-  to  report  specifically  on  the  order 
referred  to  them.  As  the  subject  will  be  brought 
to  tae  attention  of  the  new  City  Council  in  the 
draft  of  the  new  city  charter,  the  committee  will 
no  v,  wnile  tney  believe  that  the  Police  Depart- 
ment is  as  well  managed  as  anv  other  in  this  city, 
onlv  acid  that  tbeir  experience  during  the  present 
year  has  f ally  and  emphatically  confirmed  their 
previously  expressed  convictions  in  favor  of  plac- 
ing this,  as  well  as  other  departments,  in  charge 
of  coaipetent  commissions  who  will  give  their  un- 
divided attention  to  their  care  ana  management. 
The  report  was  read  and  accepted. 
Accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM   ENGINES.' 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Boilers,  etc.,  reported  on  the  petition  ot  Chauncv 
Thomas,  for  leave  to  locate  a  steao  boiler  at  103 
Chestnut  street,  that  leave  be  grauted;  also  upo" 
the  petition  of  William  Elder,  for  leave  to  use  a 
steam  engine  at  52  Leverett  street,  that  leave  be 
gianted.    Severally  accepted. 


HORSE  FOR  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON. 

Alderman  Quincy  offeted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  di- 
rected to  transfer  $322  from  the  item  of  s  ttees 
and  also  $125  from  the  item  of  bird  nouses,  m  the 
appropriation  for  Common  ana  Public  Grounds, 
said  sums  to  be  used  tor  defraying  expense  of 
horse  and  vehicle  for  Superintendent  of  Common 
and  Public  Grouads. 

Re*d  twice  and  parsed— yea*  9,  nays  0.  Stnt 
down. 

TREES  TO  BE  REMOVED. 

Aldei  man  Quincy  submitte  t  a  report  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Commons  ana  Square*  on  the  part 
of  the  Board,  on  the  petition  of  Lioas  E.  Pierson, 
for  the  removal  of  two  trees  opposite  No.  7  Albion 
court,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  remove 
the  trees  at  his  own  ezpense,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Superintendent bf  Public  Lands;  and  tbe 
same  report  was  made  on  petition  for  removal  of 
trees  at  No.  653  Bowers  street,  and  ai  southeast 
corne  of  McLean  and  Blossom  streets  by  W.  L. 
Richardson.     Accepted. 

HEALTH  APPROPRIATION. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auoitor  of  Accouats  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  traosfer  $200  from  the 
item  of  cess  uools  in  the  Health  appropriation  to 
the  item  for  advertising. 

Read  twice  ana  passed— yeas  10,  navs  0.  Sect 
down. 

SEWERAGE  REPORT. 

Ald-rmanWorthington  submittea  a  report  from 
the  Committee  nn  Punting  that  the  order  to 
print  report  of  Sewerage  Commission  ought  to 
pass,  and  that  it  will  cost,  with  plans  ano  maps, 
$700. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  order  passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  STABLE. 

Alderman  Worthington  submitted  areportfrom 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in 
favor  of  granting  permit  to  Adam  Honn  to 
occupy  stable  for  one  horse  on  Washitgton 
street,  Ward  17.    Accepted. 

FEES  OF   UNDERTAKERS. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  ihe  following: 
Ordered,  mat  the  order  passed  by  the  City 
Council  Dec.  24,  1875,  authorizing  toe  payment  to 
undertakers  of  a  fee  for  returning  to  tne  City 
Registrar  a  certificate  of  the  de?.tb  of  any  person 
in  this  city  be  rescinded,  sain  order  being  in  con- 
travention of  the  existing  ordinance  of  this  city. 
Read  twice  and  passea.    Sent  down. 

ORDER  FOR  REMOVAL  OF  TREE. 

Alderman  Worthington  offered  the  following 
older: 

Oiderei,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized  to  a  move  a  tree  now  impeding  public 
travel,  and  situated  on  P  streer,  between  third 
street  a-  d  Broadway. 

Alderman  Worthington — D  ;s  usual,  I  believe, 
to  refer  an  order  of  that  bii  d  to  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares.  But  tbin  is  a  case 
where  a  tree  stands  out  from  the  curbstone,  and  I 
was  authorized  to  sett'e  the  paymett  of  damages 
where  a  cuilfe  cart  ran  into  it,  a-d  I  shall  piobzbly 
pay  the  damage  tomorrow.  I  think  we  cannot  af- 
ford to  nave  trees  standirg  in  ihat  way  wher1 
some  other  team  m»y  run  ioto  it  and  the  city  oe 
liahle  for  damages. 

The  order  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Aldeirnau  Stehbins,  the  Board  ad- 
journed to  one  o'clock  on  Saturday  next. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

DECEMBER    30,    1875. 


Regular  meeting,  according  to  adjournment,  at 
4  P.  M  ,  Halsey  J.  Bo3rdman,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

PAPERS    FROM     THE    BOARD     OF    .ALDERMEN     FOR 
CONCURRENCE. 

Reoorts  of  leave  to   vithdiaw,  viz.: 

1.  On  petition  of  T.  Murphy  to  be  paid  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  iu  Bo  v 
street. 

2.  On  the  petition  of  F.  M,  Hollingswortb  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  >  aused  by  contact  with  4  sled  on 
Putnam  stiert. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  i.f  the  Committee  on  Bathing.  (Priated 
City  Dccumenf.  No.  126,  1875.) 

Mr.  Shaw  aliu  led  to  the  congratulation  in  the 
report  on  ths  fact  ihat  the  expenses  had  de- 
creased, and  would  ratner  have  seen  an  i*  creased 
expenditure  chan  a  oecreass  ot  340,000  batheis. 
The  saving  in  monev  was  more  than  counterbal- 
anced by  the  sanitai  y  loss.  He  oid  not  criticise 
the  commute  ■,  out  rose  to  say  it  wai  not  a  cause 
of  congratulation. 

The  report  »as  placed  on  file 

Repoit  and  order  ,  equesting  the  Boston  Gas 
Light  Company  to  di.-coutH.ue  toe  buruu  g  of  coil 
tar,  the  came  bring  detrimental  to  the  neighbor- 
hood.   Order  rean  twice  and  passed. 

A  reooit  and  oraei  instructing  the  Trustees  of 
the  Citv  HTo^pital  io  arrange  with  the  Trust-es  of 
the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Hospit.l  .nw 
beint:  erected,  so  that  patie.  ts  i  f  the  former,  de- 
siring to  te  treated  by  the  homoeopathic  met  nod, 
may  be  transtyrred  to  the  latter  hospital  (Printed 
city  Doc.  No.  128, 1875,)  came  up  referred  to  next 
City  Council.    Concuned. 

Repoit  and  ore  s  r  that  tbe  assessment  of  $105.60 
on  the  estate  of  Francis  Cunningham,  on  Felloes 
court,  for  rai'i  g  th-  grade  thercot.be  abaied. 
Orde   read  twice  and  passed. 

Older  for  oavooent  of  bills  of  a.  Curtis,  for 
materials  for  Paving  Department,  $1202.94;  Beach 
street,  $77.59;  Water  Works,  $44.86;  City  Hospital, 
$27.53;  Seuer  Departme- 1,  $26.69;  Hearth  Depart- 
ment, $13  92,  and  Burnt  District,  $1.46:  tLos*  of  F. 
W.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  &  Co.  for  mttenais  charged  to 
Adaitiooal  Water  feupply,  $105;  Schooifcouses,  $96; 
Steamboat,  $35;  Engineer's  Department,  $23.50; 
Sewer  Depaitment.  $2;  that  ot  F.  A.  vvjikins, 
agent,  ror  materials  tor  Lamp  Department,  $38.32; 
and  that  of  C.  No  well,  for  materials  for  use  on 
S.vett  street,  $48.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Orders  to  resciiu  the  older  of  O.  t.  27,  1870,  to 
pay  Ma  y  Kingsbmy  $200  o.i  account  of  damages 
to  estate  40  Pieamont  strset,  ana  to  pay  her  as 
tenant  of  bouse  40  said  street,  at  the  time  of  rais- 
ing said  bouse,  $200  in  full  for  all  uamages  and 
costs  bv  ieasoc  of  saia  raising.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Or  er  authorizing  an  additional  expeuciture  of 
aot  exceeding  $500  it.  repairing  fenc  s,  fountains 
and  public  kid  mils.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  thai  th"  order  to  authorize  ths  Director- 
of  Public  Institutions  to  sell  the  steamer  Hanrv 
Morrison  ar  private  sale,  after  public  ad vem«e- 
ment,  ought  to  cass.  Accepted  and  said  ordsr 
passea. 

The  President  said  there  were  six  oroeis  requir- 
ing a  i wo- thirds  ■  ea  and  i  ay  vote,  and  if  no  ob- 
jections w;r-  made  they  woulo  be  act-d  upon  to- 
g  ether. 

Mr.  Page  or  Ward  moved  to  accept  ths  order 
lelating  to  Swett  street,  and  Mr.  Flyun  move  I 
that  all  six  of  the  orders  be  considered   together. 

This  motion  was  adopted,  aftei  strong  objection 
by  Messrs.  Kimball,  Page  and  Jaques,  and  subse- 
quently the  Swett-street  order  wns  excepted,  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  raising  the  poiut  thjt  by  rule  19  ajy 
member  could  call  for  a  division  ot  the  question, 
«hich  hac  beea  done  by  Mr.  Page.  The  other 
riders  were  then  acted  upon  tog-cher. 

Order  for  the  transfer  ot  $800  from  th"  item  for 
".  upport  ot  persons"  io  the  appropriations  for 
Pauper  Expeuses,  to  the  item  for  •'keepitv.>.  fcorse 
atnu  repaiis  of  carriage,"  in  the  same  appioprn- 
tion;  ordei  for  the  transfer  of  $310.91  from  the 
appropriation  for  "Henry  Morrison"  to  that  for 


"New  Steamboat."    Passed  io  concurrence— yeas 
67,  nays  0. 

Order  to  transfer  $25C0  from  Reserved  Fund  to 
"labor "  n  appropriation  for  Mount  Hope  Cemetery 
passed— yeas  67,  nays  0— after  tbe  re  iding  of  au 
extract  from  the  Di  ectois'  request  by  Mr.  Guild, 
showing  that  this  "branch  of  ir.duscty,"  viz.,  sali 
of  burial  lots,  had  suffered  with  the  general  busi- 
ness depisssion. 

Report  atd  order  fcr  transfer  of  $7000  in  Water 
Woi  ks  appropriation  from  "stop  cocks,  bydraot?, 
boxss,"  etc.,  to  item  for  "service  "oipes."  Read 
twice  and  passed — yeas  67,  nays  0. 

Order  to  rescind  orner  of  Dec.  24, 1875,  author- 
izing payment  of  fees  to  undei  take  s,  said  order 
being  in  co  trave^tioa  of  existing  ordinance. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  cf  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  for 
payment  of  claims  for  damages  bv  Joaathan 
Stone.  M-ry  Lynch,  J.  M.  S.tlve9ier,  C.  W.  Angur 
aad  Menict  Mansfield,  severally  adopted. 

Or-ler  to  pay  treasurer  ot  Company  C,  First 
Cavalry,  $525  for  rent  of  a-morv  for  drill  room 
for  Cbailestowu  High  School  puoils.  Read  twice 
and  pas.-ed. 

Orders  to  vacate  as°essments  on  Northampton 
street  for  raising  grade  of  estates  of  W.  E.  Wood- 
ward, $5934.25;  Hunneman&  Co.,  $570.30;  and 
Jonas  B.  Hildreih,  $8066.60. 

Mr.  Burditc  cabeo  for  an  explanatirn,  aid  Mr. 
Train  said  a  suit  is  peudiog.  ana  it  is  tbe  opinion 
of  the  City  Soncitoi  that  the  vacatii-g  of  ihe  as- 
s-si-mea  s  will  save  the  taking  of  a  great  deal  of 
land.    The  ord'is  were  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  ano  o<der  to  extend  time  to  Jan.  1, 1877, 
on  pavuient  of  $100,  in  which  to  build  oj  lacd  on 
Albany  and  Concord  streets  by  Simeou  B.  Smith. 
Orner  teal  t«ice  and  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  drill  room  for  pu- 
pils of  Charlestown  Hiih  School.  Order  read 
mice  and  passed. 

Ordsr  tor  Mayor  to  lease  to  Louis  Poletti  a 
building  on  southerly  side  of  Warren  Bridge,  at 
$200  a  year  for  three  vPars.  Read  twice  and 
passed. 

Order  to  furnish  materials  anl  rebuild  roof  of 
Rice  Scboolh'>u«e,  o\  coutracf  or  otherwise,  at  an 
expense  of  $6000.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  that  the  fire  in  the  Rice  Schoolhouse 
originated  in  the  careless  mariner  in  which  the 
janitor  proceeoed  to  tnaw  out  a  return  sieam 
pips;  a"d  that  the  fire  iu  tbe  Philirps-strest 
Schoolhouse  was  tro  n  the  close  coatact  of  wood 
to  a    ovei-heaied  flue.    Accepted. 

Ref -rence  to  next  School  Board  of  request*  for 
cheini  :.i  api  aratus  1:1  Brigl  ion  High  School  and 
additional  accommodations  iu  Sh°r  vm  Dis  riot; 
and  for  new  grammar  s  hool bouse  i  i  Washington 
Village;  for  ei  largemect  of  lot  purchased  tor 
Etglish  High  and  Latin  schools,  and  of  electing 
suitable  building*  foi  School  Committee.  Sever- 
ally "coepted. 

Majority  lepott,  recommending  passage  of  or- 
der t>  purchase  certain  estates  at  corner  of 
Fourth  and  O  streets,  Sooth  Boston,  as  a  cite  for 
primary  schoolhouse  at  CUy  Point,  and  minority 
reooit  recommending  reference  of  the  subject  to 
the  next  -chool  Board. 

The  subject  was  bnetlv  di-cussed  by  Messrs. 
Page  c  f  Ward  9.  Shaw  of  Wan  5,  FitzgeraH  of 
Ward  7.  Willcutt  of  W»rc  1.  Damon  of  Ward  12, 
and  indefinitely  oostpo.  ed,  ij  non-c  incur. ence. 

Repoit  that  piiitiug  ot  report  of  Sewerage 
Commission  «>ill  co<t  $700,  and  that  the  oraer 
ought  ti.  pass.  Report  accepied,  and  said  orcer 
passe  i . 

Repoit  aid  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Legisla- 
ture for  act  to  protect  souro  s  of  water  supply. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  and  oider  for  Committee  on  O  dinauces 
'o  r-port  ordinauc^  to  legulate  iter  fixtures  in 
accoida  ce  -ith  chapter  105  of  1S75.  t»rdcr 
passed. 

Order  for  trail  fer  of  $322  from  "settees"  a  >d 
$125  from  "bird  houses"  i  i  Couiuiou  appropria- 
tion, to  oe  used  t  ir  defraying  expense  of  horse 
and  vehicle  for  Superintendent  ot  Common. 
Read  twice  and  passea— yeas  61,  nays  1— Mr.  Par- 
ker of.  Ward  14  voti   g  nay. 

Order  to  transfer  $200  from  item  of  "casspools" 
to  "aavertising''  in  Health  appropriation.  Read 
twije  anci  passed — jeas  60,  uavs  1. 

Order  to  remove  evening  drawing  school  from 
prima 'V  sen  mlhouse,  Auploton  street,  to  primary 
school  house,  Tennyson  street  and  tit  up  rooms 
vacated  for  accooimodatio  i  o^Rice  School.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 
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UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

•Order  for  a  transfer  of  $700  fiom  Reserved 
Fun  •  lo  Continent  Fund  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. And  orders  to  advertise  and  contract,  at 
not  exceeclirg  $160,000,  for  •  ater  pipe--  and  o  her 
materials,  etc  ,  for  a  supply  of  water  i  i  Brighton 
and  West  Rox.iury,  aud  for  a  loan  of  said  sum. 
Passed  i  n  concurrence— ye«s  07,  nays  0. 

SWETT  STREET. 

Report  aj.d  order  authorizing  tha  Committee  on 
Streets  to  enter  mr.o  urangeuients  with  the  New 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company  for 
raising  the  grade  ot  tlieir  railroad  to  allow  Swett 
street  to  pa^s  uooer  the.  same;  alo,  for  builuing 
abut incuts  fur  a  railroad  bridge  on  East  Chester 
park  extended,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$112,000:  and,  also,  authorizing  a  loan  to  that 
amount,  to  bs  addcti  ro  the  amount  heretofore 
borrowed  for  Swert-streel  exiension. 

Mr.  Kimball  of  "Ward  6  quoted  from  the  discus- 
sion in  the  other  branch,  showing  savings  made 
by  the  committee  of  $60,000  or  $70,000  trom  the 
estimates,  and  hoped  that  the  order  foi  the  loan 
would  not  pass,  though  the  city  had  got  so  deep 
iDto  the  project  that  it  is  necessary  to  raise  this 
grade.  He  hope  ;  the  committee  would  be  allowed 
to  go  on  and  speii  >  all  of  the  $386,000,  and  when  it 
was  exhausted,  come  to  the  City  Council  for  more. 
It  was  adiritced  in  the  other  brai  cli  that  the  raU- 
road  had  been  too  shrewd  for  the  city  in  regard  to 
the  raising  ot  this  grade.  Whsn  this  matter  was  up 
befoir  he  tried  to  get  the  city  offic  is  to  do  i.ome- 
tbiig  to  piotvctthe  city  from  the  expense  of  rais- 
ing the  grade  ;  but  they  seem  to  have  done  noth- 
ing. The  same  tactics  have  beeo  employed  as 
last  year,  when  .he  order  comes  in  at  the  last  set- 
siou  aao  is  forced  through.  He  did  not  helieve  in 
being  fore- d  to  vote  for  one  otdei,  in  order  to 
save  several  others.  The  CouLCil  should  requite 
the  committee  to  come  to  them,  as  theo  they  will 
learn  fact'  in  regard  to  Swett  street  which  cannot 
be  learn --d  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Pag-  believed  the  matter  had  a>  rived  at  the 
point  he  prediced  at  the  time  the  order  passed 
for  commencing  the  work.  With  Mr.  Kimball  he 
bad  tried  to  get  certain  amendment  pa-sed  to 
protei  t  the  city  against  any  unreasonable  bargain 
with  the  railroad,  hut  the  sat  guards  have  been 
taken  away,  and  the  street  is  built  nearly  to  the 
track,  and  the  compaiy  refusing  to  allow  the  city 
to  pass  ovfr  to  complete  it  on  the  other  side,  and 
the  only  way  to  complete  it  is  to  spenu  this  very 
large  amount  of  money.  This  matter  was 
forcec1  th.ough  ti.e  last  m  eting  of  the 
last  Council  and  again  pressed  early  this 
year.  Ho  believed  in  spending  the  pres- 
ent appropriation  so  far  as  it  would  go,  and 
the  coaimittee  should  come  into  the  Council 
for  more  when  it  is  gone.  Although  it  may  he 
used  to  a  limited  extent  as  i  thoroughfare,  it  is  a 
gr^at  benefit  to  parties  owning  land  in  that  vi- 
cinity ;  he  thought  the  u  easure  an  extravagant 
entei prise  for  ih",  citv,  and  it  will  cost  in  the 
end  neare.  $600  000  that,  $376,000  ot  $476,000.  Toe 
oftener  the  Stieet  Committer  have  to  come  to  the 
Council  aoout  this  matter  ths;  better  for  the  Coun- 
cil should  be  posted  as  to  the  progress  of  fie  work. 

Mr.  Train  said  tnis  expense  was  put  into  the 
ongnal  estimate,  but  it  was  deducted  r-ytbe 
CoulciI  and  allowed  to  go  through  bv  the  friends 
of  Swett  street.  Mr.  Tram  reviewed  the  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject  and  the  negotiatio  s,  and 
stateo  the  cost  of  the  work  to  be  done,  as  shown 
in  the  eonimitiee's  estimates  ami  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Hart,  president  of  the  roac.  It  was  desirable  to 
do  this  work  immediately,  that  tt  e  citv  may  get 
the  benefit  of  the  bonds  for  $100,000  given  by  the 
owners  of  land. 

Mr.  Flynn  sustaiaed  Mr.  Train's  statement  and 
thought  that  gentleman,  instead  of  attacking  the 
commitie,  sboulo  give  them  credit  for  making 
the  saving. 

Mr.  Jaques  asked  if  they  are  to  take  the  bonds 
of  the.  road  to  car.  y  out  toe  contact. 

Mr.  Flyrm  said  they  would  be  obliged  to  give 
bonds  to  half  the  amount  of  toe  contract,  the 
same  as  contractors  do. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  always  believed  the  city 
would  have  to.bear  the  whole  expense,  and  is  cer- 
tain ol  it  now.' 

Mr.  Page  thought  it  best  for  the  Council  to  hear 
from  the  committee  as  often  a«  possible  as  to  the 
progress  of  the  work.  The  contract  is  not  to  be 
cocfir.ed  to  any  sum,  and  the  roac?  can  make  any 
expenditure  they  see  fit.  lb°  only  proper  way  is 
to  use  the  money  and  when  it  is  gone  to  come  in 
and  ask  for  more.    As  to  the  bonds  from  land- 


owners, if  members  will  look  at  the  names  they 
will  doubt  the  ability  of  some  i.f  the  parties  to 
pay  the  sums  agreed  to.  He  quoted  Alderman 
Clark's  remarks  last  sprit  g  that  tne  rail- 
road pays  for  the  raisiog  of  the  gr;.de,  and  said 
the  city  *ouldlose  nothing  by  allowing  the  mat- 
ter to  go  over  to  the  next  City  Govern  men  t. 

Mr.  Train  quoted  the  estimates  of  the  cost  in 
the  report  a-d  Mi.  Hart's  letter  as  sustaining  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  to  amend  tba  first  o'der  by 
adding,  "tte  expense  thereof  to  be  cha  te  l  to  the 
amount  heretofore  appropriated  for  Swett  street 
extension."  He  did  not  oppose  going  on 
with  the  work,  but  did  not  want  any  more 
money  appropriated  till  the  piesent  amount 
is  exhausted.  In  his  opioion  it  was  not  ex- 
pecteo,  when  the  matitr  was  first  up,  that 
the  original  appropriation  would  he  sufficient, 
and  in  his  opinion  the  $100,000  was  allowed  to  be 
stricken  off  to  enable  the  matter  to  get  through 
the  Com  cil.  Iu  his  opinion  it  w;.s  perfectly  well 
understood  by  the  committee  that  the  city  would 
have  to  raise  the  grade  of  the  railroad.  His  rea- 
son for  saying  *o  was  that  after  itjpassed 
the  Cou-  ail  some  fiiends  of  th"  measure 
outside  a*  the  City  Govemuieit  expressed  their 
sui  prise  at  the  striking  out  of  $100,000,  aod  the 
reply  was  made,  if  he  was  correctly  informed, 
"that  the  $376,000  was  passed  i»  order  to  commit 
the  city  and  begin  the  worn."  Heopposed  appro- 
priating aey  more  money  for  Swett  street  until  it 
is  absolutely  nestled. 

Mr.  Flynn  said  it  was  accessary  to  have  this 
money  iu  ^rcler  to  go  on.  He  couirt  not  allow  this 
opportunity  to  pass  without  replying  to  his  ool- 
leigue  on  the  committer,  who  had  iusulted  every 
one,  of"  ere  committee.  All  the  coxirnittee  have 
do'ie  has  beeo  open  antl  above  board,  and 
for  the  inspection  of  (he  City  Council.  It 
comes  with  an  ill  grace  to  criticise  the 
committee  because  the  gentlemau  wants  to 
defeat  this  project.  If  peihaps  some  mem- 
bers h  ti  land  and  buildings  in  Dorches- 
ter, and  went  to  thi- New  York&  New  England 
Railroad,  ind  askei  for  passes  aod  been  refused, 
tbey  might  come  io  here  antl  oppose  this  appro- 
priation. If  the  speaker  had  a  school  house  lot 
to  sell  in  Dorchestei ,  aoe  had  snaked  ir  through 
in  the  name  of  some  other  perscD,  pethaps  he 
might  obj-ct.  But  for  the  gentleman  to  irsult 
the  committee  is  unfair  and  unjust. 

Mr.  Persins  asked  bow  mucn  of  the  Swett- 
street  appropriation  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  Flynn  could  not  tell.  The  street  is  built 
from  Dorchester  sveeue  to  the  railroad,  ana  some 
21,000  car  loacs  of  dirt  have  already  been  put  into 
it. 

Mr.  Kimball  called  attention  to  the  savings 
mad",  and  thought  tbey  should  spend  the  original 
appropriation  first. 

Mr.  Wi'lcutt  said  the  saving  wou'd  not  affect 
the  completion  of  ths  street,  as  tbey  must  have 
mouev  to  make  the  contract  with. 

Mr.  Shaw  asked  for  an  explanation  as  to  the 
value  of  the  bonds,  and  Mr.  Page  said  he  smply 
gave  bis  judgment  ot  the  matter.  Gentlemen  had 
agreed  to  pay  the  amounts  opposite  their  Dames, 
but  he  questioned  very  much  wh-ther  the  city 
"sould  succeed  in  collecting  it.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  seems  to  have  made  a  personal 
pomt  upon  him,  while  the  speaker  had  not 
intendeo  to  cast  any  leflection  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets,  of  which  he  bad  been  a  member 
for  four  vears;  but  he  did  tMi.k  the  Swett-street 
matter  bad  been  pushed  through,  and  that  the 
citv  has  been  committed  to  it  without  baviDg 
been  informed  as  to  how  much  it  would  cost  and 
without  knowing  all  the  facts  io  the  case.  He  de- 
nied the  insinuations  about  school  lots  in  Dor- 
chester, passes  on  The  road  and  that  sort  of  stuff. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  will  come  down  to 
facts,  be  was  willing  to  answer  them. 

Ml  Flynj  said  the  bonds  are  approved  bv  the 
Cit'  Solicitor  and  are  for  $60,000  in  monpy  and 
$40,000  in  land.  They  were  firsr,  made  to  run  to 
next  July,  tut  w  ere  changed  to  July,  1877. 

Mr.  Page  said  there  was  no  question  about  the 
correctness  of  the  form,  ar  d  each  individual  signs 
for  the  amount  opposite  his  name.  If  the  street  is 
fiiished  at  the  pioper  time  the  city  will  get  the 
money  from  the  partie.,  who  are  able  to  p?y. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Kimball  to  the  order 
authorising  the  committee  to  oo  the  work  was 
adopted  and  that  order  wws  passed  — yeas  56,  nays 
7,  Messrs.  Curtis,  Howes,  Jaques,  Morrison,  Page, 
Sampson  and  Thacher  voting  nay. 

Sent  up. 
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FEES   FOB  DEPOTS'   COLLECTORS. 

A  report  and  amended  order  cam"  down  Co  pay 
F.  N.  Bulflncli  and  oxhers  $3262.05  for  services  ren- 
dered as  deouty  collectois  previous  to  Sept.  1,1875. 
Mr.  Kimball  said  be  Differed  fiom  the   majority 
in  tbis  matter  and  felt  that  tne  order  ought  not  to 
pass.    The  cieputies  were  employed  by  ano  were 
responsible  to  the  Collector  ;    there  was  no  con- 
tract between  them  aud  tbe  city.     For  a  ■series  of 
years  it  las  been  the  practice,  by  eoTie  arrange- 
ment between  the  deputies  and  the  late  Collector, 
to  dnide  the  tees  oo  the  1st  of  fceptembe  .ac- 
cording-   to   the   division  maoe   by    rbe   Collect- 
or.        By     tbe     recent     acr     of      th  •     Legis- 
lature    all     those    fees    became    the    poperty 
of  the  city.    In  former  years  the  sales  of  real  es- 
tate for  taxes  w<-re  made  prior  to  September,   ind 
as  these  gen tlemea   were  reappointed  year  after 
year,  it  made  no  difference  whether  the  tees  came 
in  at  one  time  or  anoiber,  as  the  divisron  occui  red 
on  Sept.  1.    The  point  in  this  case  is  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  delay  in  selling  tbe  real  estate  a 
freat  many  tee*  waicb  ought  to  have  been  paid  in 
efoie  Sept.  1,  were  paid  io  afterward,  and  these 
fees   are    letained   by     tha     present     Collector 
Tht  collectors  claim  to  have  au  equitable  claim, 
but      not      a     legal     one.     They     usually     re- 
ceived $1800  in  fees,  but  ud  to  tbe  vear  ending 
Sept.  1, 1875,  they  had  received  $2000.    Since  the 
hist  ot  September  they  had  i  eceived  a  salary  of 
$1600  a  year.    Is  it  right  for  the  city  to  make  a 
gratuity  to  the  collectors?    Bearic  mind  that  if 
the  Iste  Treasurer  had  lived  and  they  had   been 
discharged  prior  to  Sept.  1  they  would  not  have 
teceiveo  a  dollar.    The  sale  ot    real  estate  was 
postponed  ojs  aecoaut  of  tbe  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  aud  the  fees  were  oot  paid  in  till  after 
Sept.  1.    It  has  betn  stated  that  the  chairman  of 
the    Judiciary     Committee,     in     reply      to     in- 
quiries    as    to     thp    effect     cf     the     law     on 
the      fees     of      the      collectors,       said      they 
would  be  equitably   entitled    to   them,  but   the 
speaker  could  n't  think  that  was  the  casr.    This 
petition  was  filed  three  weeks  after  then  salaiies 
were  fixed,  ",nd  though  he  did  not  accuse  them  of 
waiting  till  then  salaries  were  fixed,  yet  it  looked 
as  if  they  had  vtry  carefully  withoeld  it  until  tbey 
had  got  the  salaries    covering  the   period  after 
Sept.  1.    If  a  motion  should  be  made  to  pay  them 
the  difference  between  their  salaiies  for  Septem- 
ber acd  the  amount  awarded,  he  would  not  object 
to  it. 

Mr.  Thacher  said  the  collectors  had  peiformed 
a  certain  service.  No  law  passed  in  1875  goes 
back  to  1874  or  1873.  Theie  is  no  dispute  about 
the  performance  of  the  voik.  It  was  the  custom 
to  divide  tbe  fees  on  Sept.  1,  but  the  fees  usually 
divided,  rhis  year,  weie  not  received  till  af- 
tev  that  time  The  law  was  made  to  take 
effect  on  Sept.  1  iu  order  to  save  toe 
fees  earned  by  the  collectors  before  rben. 
The  s ale;was  postpoi e  1  on  accouut  of  the  City  So- 
licitor's opinion,  and  the  fees  which  thev  usually 
divided  on  Sept.  1,  were  not  received  till  afte'r 
that.  No  one  supoosed  "'hen  the  law  was  passed 
that  thev  would  not  get  tbe  fees  up  to  September, 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  tbe  order  should  pass. 
Mr.  Sweetser  believed  the  money  belonged  to 
the  collectors,  a*  they  had  served  the  notices  and 
done  the  woik  for  which  the  law  allows. them  the 
fees  as  compensation.  That,  the  money  was  fairly 
earned,  seems  to  be  a  fair  conclusion. 

Mr.  Kimball  moved  to  amend  so  that  each  Col- 
lector should  be  paid  $84.14. 

Mr.  Thacher  thought  the  amendment  wrong. 
Their  salary  is  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  1, 1875-6, 
and  not  f  i*  1874-5. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  some  doubts  at  first  as  to 
the  [propriety  of  passing  the  order,  but  had  con- 
cluded to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  committee. 
Mi.  Kimball's  amendment  was  lost. 
A.  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Couucil,  by 
Mr.  Perkins,  was  lost,  and  the  order  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

SOUTH  STREET. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Loring  of  -#ard  16.  thtj  vote 
whereby  was  rejected  the  resolve  and  order  for 
the  widenirg  of  South  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Summer  street,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  $44,212 
was  reconsidered— 30  for,  27  against— aud  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Flyno  the  matter  was  referted  to  the 
next  City  Council. 

Sent  up. 

STANDARD   LAUNDRY  MACHINERY  COMPANY. 

Mr  Pag''  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
for  the  pt. sage  of  the  order  to  pay   $900  to  thfi 


Standard  Laurrtry  Machinery  Company,  for  an 
infringement  of  their  oatents  by  certain  agents  Of 
the  citv,  on  there  beitg  given  a  satista<  tory  re- 
lease and  discharge,  ratendi'  s  to  move  thai  it  be 
charged  to  the  City  Ho-pital.  The  motion  was 
lost.  Subsequently  the  rule  was  suspended  and  a 
reconsideration  prevailed,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Kimball,  and  the  amendment  wa«  adopted. 
Sent  up. 

CITY  DOCUMENTS  BOUND. 

Mr.  Kingsbury  offered  the  followirg: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  M°ssengei  cause  to  hs 
bound  a  number  of  tbe  City  Documerts  and 
Proceedings  of  the  City  Council  for  tbe  year  1875 
sufficient  to  furnish  each  member  of  tbe  Citv 
Council,  and  the  head«  of  the  principal  depart- 
ments of  the  City  Government,  with  a  cooy  of 
each  volume;  i  he  exprnse  thereof  to  be  shargeo 
to  tbe  appropriation  for  Punting. 
Read  twice  ano  passed.    Seiit  up. 

CITY    REGISTRAR. 

On  motion  of,Mr.  Kimball,  the  order  requesting 
the  Mavor  to  peticio  ■  the  General  Court  for  an 
act  transferring  to  the  Board  of  Healrh,  or  to 
some  officer  appointed  by  rbem,  tne  powers  and 
duties  now  exsicised  bv  the  City  Registiar 
(printed  City  Doc.  No.  70, 1875),  substituted  tor  the 
order  io  said  document  passed  by  the  Council, 
was  taken  from  tbe  table  aod  refened  to  the  next 
City  Council.    Sent  up 

REFERENCE  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  Page  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  an  unfinished  na- 
ture in  tbe  hands  of  the  several  joint  standing 
committees  be  referred  to  tbe  next  City  Council. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Seat  up. 

TRUANT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  asked  what  crogress  had  been 
made  in  fifing  up  the  Marcella-street  Building 
for  a  truant  school,  and  Mr.  Moni^on  said  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Building  Committee  had  cou- 
feireo  with  the  directors,  and  plans  aie  being  pre- 
pared as  rapidly  as  possible. 

THE  CLOSING  PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr.  Kimball  ot  Ward  6  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Brae  Sett  of  Ward  10  offered  tb?  following: 
Resolved,  That  t  e  thanks  of  the  Common 
Council  are  due  and  ire  hereby  tendered  to  its 
President,  Ralsey  J.  Boardman,  for  the  ability, 
impartiality  and  dignity  with  wbich  he  has  pre- 
sided over  its  deliberations  dur.ng  tbe  past  year, 
and  for  the  courtesy  and  rescect  with  wbicb  be 
has  iuvariablv  treated  all  its  members. 

Mi-.   Braekett— Mr.  President,  I  take     especial 
pleasure  in  offeung  this  resolution ,  and  iu  saying 
a  word  in  its  advocacy ;  for  I  remember  that  my 
membership  ot  the  Council  began  at  the  same  time 
with  tnt  Presment's, three yeaisago, and  although 
during  this  period  we  have  occasionally   differed 
in  our  views  upou  oublic  questions  and  been  placed 
in  autagoristic  positions,  politically,  uothiut:   has 
ever  occuriec ,  fiom  tbis  cwise  or  otherwise,  to  in- 
terrupt or  in  tbe  least  to  m  -  r  tbe  friendly  aud  cor- 
dial lelations  subsis.ing  between  or.    And  I  be- 
lieve that  every  gentlemau  in   tins  >'ou  icil  will 
cbeerfullv  subscribe  to  the  statement  that  in  all 
his  officia"!  and  personal  relatious  with  tbe  Presi- 
dent he  has  uoilormly  received  from  mm  that  con- 
siderate attertiou  aod  civility  aud  kindness  which 
characterize  the  irae  gentleman.      The  dfhcul.ies 
atteudirg  tbe  dischiwe  of  the  duties  ot  a  piesio- 
in«-  officer  ot  a  d?iiberat;ve  assembly  like  tins  are 
of  no  o.dinary  character;  to  decide  the  various 
and  unforeseen  parli-nnentary  questions  that  are 
constantly  arisina ;,  to  decide  them  p.  ompily  and 
at  the  same  tim»  c .meetly,  when  there  is  no  time 
to  consult  authorities  or  search  for  (  reccdents  j  to 
draw  the  lines  m  debate  cleai  ly  and  impartially, 
so  as  to  allow  ample  latitude  on  the  ono  band,  and 
on  the  other  to  l-stiam  it  from  degenerating  into 
personalities  or  yander tug  to  irrelevant  matters: 
to  act  with  iudepeudence  and  at  the  same  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  feelings  of  others— these  aud  the 
various  otoer  obvious  leqoirements  of  the  posi- 
tion    show     ttifct     it     is     not     an     easv    one. 
To    the    successful     aud     satisfactory     mannet 
io     which     the     President    has    met    these    re- 
oiiiremeuts     -*ud     discharged     these     duties.    1 
in     bai.py    to     bear     my     earnest     testimony . 
and  lfeel  assured  that  all  the  gentlemen  com- 
prising this  assembly  will  join  me  in  so  doing. 
Ano  I  beheve  that   it   is    a    30orce  of  genuine 
tec-ret  to  us  all  th?t  this  uight  enrs  the  pleasant 
official  couuectiou  between  us  and  tLe  President 
that  has    existed    duiinsr   the   past   year,     mis 
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final  session  of  the  Council  is  always  an  im- 
pies;iv'<  one.  When  men  have  beeu  for  a  period 
associated  together,  either  in  the  walks  of  bu»i 
ntss,  or  in  the  discharge  of  public  duties  or  in  the 
paths  of  pleasure,  tne  occasion  which  terminates 
that  association  is  always  o.ie  of  mingled  pleasure 
and  regret;  of  leeret,  that  they  must  separate,  be- 
tween whon  kindred  experiences  have  formed  a 
bond  of  union;  ot  pleasure,  because  that  separa- 
tion is  very  apt  to  weaken  the  antipathies,  and 
strengthen  r.tie  sympathies  ttut  may  have  grown 
up  among  thim.  we  nevei  realize  each  others' 
merits  so  fully  as  ><ben  we  are  about  to  part 
company.  And  a' though  as  members  of  this 
Council  we  have  had  our  battles,  ofteD  botlv 
concested,  when  passions  have  beeu  excited 
aDd  hard  woids  may  have  been  uttered,  I  believe 
that  this  closing  hour  will  heal  ail  wounds  that 
may  have  been  received,  and  soften  all  tne  as- 
pennes  that  m&s  have  been  engendered,  so 
that  we  shall  all  shake  bands  together 
asfiieods  tonight,  "with  charity  towards  all  J:nd 
malice  towards  none,"  aud  with  the  pleasantest 
roemones  of  the  Council  of  '75.  And  I  think  there 
is  no  act  which  will  better  lepresent  the  unity  of 
feeling  prevailing  among  us  at  this  parting  hour, 
no  act  iu  which  we  cau  iuor«  heartily  join 
togethei ,  than  in  rendering  a  tribute  of  praise  to 
the  President  for  the  acceptable  tnanoe.r  ie  which 
he  bas  ciesided  over  mti  acted  towards  us,  and  in 
pubhclv  exmessing  to  him  our  cordial  good  wishes 
for  his  health,  happiness  ano  prosperity  in  what- 
ever field  of  effort  aud  of  duty  his  future  life  may 
be  passed. 

Lire  resolution  <*as  read  twice,  and  passed  by  a 
unanimous  rising  vote. 
The  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  said  — 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council— For  the 
resolution  of  approval  and  indorsement  you  have 
passed,  and  for  the  urbane  and  courteous  senti- 
ments you  have  uttered,  you  will  accept  my  most 
sincere  acknowledgments.  I  thank  you  for  them. 
I  should  be  insensible  to  the  most  geuetous  senti- 
ments of  the  ueait  if  1  failed,  after  a  year's  asso- 
ciation with  vou,  to  deeply  appiecinte  this  expres- 
sion ot  yoir  regard  and  good  will.  Though  the 
resolution  is  in  confoimity  with  unvarying  pie- 
cedent,  yet  to  me  it  is  clothed  with  freshness  and 
deep  significance.  1  desire  to  testify  to  you  my 
strong  sense  of  the  support,  aud  consi  lerat'ion  you 
have  so  readily  extended  during  the  di«chaige  of 
the  frequently  delicate  and  arduous  duti-s  of  the 
Cliiui.  oi  the  charitable  construction  and  judg- 
ment voc  have  awarded  when  I  &av  b«  en  sum- 
moned to  decide  upon  subjects  woere  opiniiLS 
are  naturally  diverse.  I  am  conscious  that  with 
greatei  latituoe  for  deliberation,  I  might  in 
some  instances  have  acied  differently ;  but 
I  am  equally  conscious  that  1  have  honest- 
ly exu-eisecl  the  best  judgment  which  op- 
portunity enabled  me  to  form.  IVe  most 
complex  and  nearly  insoluble  problem  that  con- 
f  touted  me  upon  the  threshold  of  the  year  was  to 
secure  just  and  judicious  appointments  of  the 
various  committees.  Thelaige  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  the  few  important  commit- 
tees, a. id  the  gen- ral  dene  of  all  to  obtain  posi- 
tions upon  them,  constitute  an  msopeiable  bar- 
rier to  general  satisfaction.  Other  conoitions  are 
incident;  previous  membership  of  a  committee, 
which  is  presumed  to  confer  piescriptive  right  of 
representation  upou  ihe  same  committee, 
or  promotion  to  one  more  important;  recognition 
of  different  section;  of  i he  city ;  the  business, 
mental  training  and  tastes  ot  the  members,  are 
also  elements  that  must  be  weigoeo.  in  the  selec- 
tion. The  aopointmmt  of  special  committees  is 
not  the  least  embarrassing  ot  the  duties  cf  the 
Chair,  since,  ordinarily,  they  must  be  made  hurri- 
edly, and  with  little  opportunity  for  reflection. 
How  well  I  have  obs&rved  and  been  gov- 
erned by  these  conditio  ,s  is  within  vour  prov- 
ince to  determine,  not  upon  individual  prefer- 
ences, but  on  comprehensive  grounds,  divested 
of  partiality  or  bias;  mindful  always  that,  in  pure 
questions  of  judgment,  oiversny  or  opinioo  is  ln- 
evltaole.  Whatever  maybe  your  veidict,  I  am 
led  to  believe,  from  knowledge  of  the  intelligent 
and  consciemious  labors  which  have  distinguished 
your  ptesent  term  of  service,  that  I  have  not  fallen 
in  this  duty  far  short  of  success.  I  should  be  rec- 
reant to  my  own  fee'.iogs  if  I  failed,  in  this  con- 
nection, to  declare  our  mutual  obligations  to  our 
veteran  clerk,  Mr.  Gregg,  for  the  punctual, efficient 
and  complete  manner  in  which  his  duties  Dave 
been  performed.  A.  model  of  clerical  accuracy — 
ever  preserving  equable  temper  amid  perplexi- 
ties, and  exercisiig  wise  discietiou  iu  the  scope  of 


bi"  duties — so  th«,  while  he  fills  tne  position  he 
does  not  t>ans;gress  its  boundaries.  The  fact  that 
much  or  the  labor  here  is  of  routine  order  has  not, 
as  it  namralry  might,  deptiveti  him  of  that  fresh- 
ness of  interest  which  monotony  and  custom,  for 
a  long  saiies  of  years,  frequently  destroy.  J 
am  sure  that  you  wid  join  with  me  in 
the  earnest  hope  that  future  Councils  vill 
long  enjoy  his  serv#ces  and  profit  by  his 
expedience.  In  your  disccssio  s  here,  I  have 
purposely  allowed  considerable  latitude  of 
debate,  because,  i  >  my  judgment,  technical  rules 
should  not  stifle  reasonable  freedom  of  statement. 
1  hav,  theiefore,  aimed  to  give,  except  in  such 
cases  as  exacted  rigid  enforcement,  a  liberal  con- 
stiuetiou  to  parliamentary  law.  While  many  of 
the  vants  developed  Dy  the  great  fire  had  been, 
supplied  prior  to  the  cuireot  year,  yet  the  work  of 
the  Council  ha*  been  important,  not  on1^  in  for- 
warding great  eote"pnse9  already  commenced, 
bu:  in  inaugurating  new  ones.  Admonished  by 
continued  depression  in  business  circles,  commer- 
cial disasters  and  the  prevalence  of  poverty  and 
distress,  whatever  has  involved  fiesh  expendi- 
tme  of  money  has  been  do'ie,  with  few  excep- 
tions, only  after  careful  investigation  had  demon- 
strated that  the  public  good  required  it.  A  brief 
sketcn  of  some  ot  the  more  important  sur.jects  of 
your  deliberations  may  be  ot  service  aud  possibly 
otinteiest.  And  first  let  me  congratulate  the 
Committee  on  Rules  jnd  Oroers  tor  the  eminently 
useful  work  tbey  have  performed  in  introducing 
more  methodical  anangement  in  the  order  of 
business  here.  The  visdom  of  their  changes  and 
system  has  alieady  become  aoparent.aod  the  ben- 
ents  arising  tbeivfiom  must  endure  beyond  the 
term  for  which  they  were  marie.  The  subject  of 
water  supply,  already  settled  in  its  preliminaries, 
has  beeu  aova.ced  by  your  prompt  and  efficient 
action,  si  that  whatever  the  doubt  and  delay 
characterizing  its  inception,  there  bas  beeu  no  dis- 
position to  deny  material  aid  to  secure  completion 
of  tn ,.  necessary  works.  It  is  a  matter  ot  regret 
that  the  liberal  appropriation  originally  made  for 
ths  Swett-street  extension  is  not  adequate  for  the 
purpose  intended.  The  fact  that  the  expendi- 
tures so  fiequentlv  outrun  toe  appropriation 
suggests  th.<t  in  too  many  ca«es  there  is  either  a 
defect  in  the  prlimioary  examination  and  esti- 
mates, or  failnre  to  prudently  utilize  fhe  amount 
awarder!.  The  enlargement  of  market  facilities  by 
the  occii  pa  tion  of  the  lands  of  the  Mercantile  Wharf 
Company,  after  piotiacted  debate  ana  investiga- 
tion, will  rank  as  one  of  the  important  measures 
of  tin.  year.  Your  actioa  relative  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  sewer  in  Mystic  Valley  will  remedy 
an  vil  that  has  been  strangely  neglected.  The 
impurities  that  were  allowed  to  freely  con- 
taminate the  daily  water  supply  of  thou- 
sands of  our  citizens,  when  fhe  sacitarv  condition 
of"  our  city  was  so  unsatisfactory  as  to  pro- 
voke disrussioo  among  students  of  vital  statistics, 
both  in  this  country  and  Europe,  created  n-cessity 
of  action  that  certainly  was  not  taken  too  early. 
The  practical  step  taken  by  you  towards  the  sepa- 
ration of  truants  from  criminals — a  subject  which 
so  long  and  with  so  little  result  had  engaged  pub- 
lic attention— is  rot  second  in  consequence  to  any 
act  you  have  performed.  Every  philanthropist, 
nay,  every  man  who  believes  that  c  intact  with 
vice  cootaminates,  and  that  "vnl  association-'  in 
the  plastic  period  of  life  are  destructive  of  virtue 
and  integrity,  will  surely  .not  tail  to  approve  the 
order.  More  than  this, he  will  wonder  that  such  a 
state  of  things,  this  legalized  nursery  of  ciirue,  in 
this  age  and  in  this  city,  has  been  tolerated  so 
long.  The  most  vexed  question,  that  Question  to 
which  the  most  careful  and  I  think  conscientious 
study  has  been  given,  is  tht  nn*  city  charter.  No 
one,  upon  r-.nection,  will  claim  that  essential 
changes  and  modifications  are  not  desirable  in  our 
present  city  charter;  but  sturdy  differences  of 
opinion  are  dsvelope  I  whenchangesof  aradicalor 
revolutionary  character  aie  urgso,  and  many  who 
generally  are  lease  conservative  offer  the  most 
strenuous  opposition.  Itmay  or  mavnot  be  a  mis- 
fortune that  the  subject  h?s  not  been  drfinitely 
settled  during  the  current  year.  It  certainly  is 
fortunate  that  it  bas  received  sucn  thorough  in- 
vestigation at  the  hands  of  the  committee  and  so 
full  di 'cusston  in  the  Council.  From  this  inves- 
tigation and  discussion  valuable  information  will 
be  transmitted  to  those  who  will  hereafter  be 
called  upon  to  act  iu  this  matter.  The  improve- 
ments made  upon  Madison  square  and  Orchard 
park  commend  themselves  to  all  who  appreciate 
the  importance  that  public  grounds  possess  in  a 
thickly-settled  city,  ministeiing  as  they  do  in  an 
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essential  degree  to  the  health  and  enjoj  ment  ot  its 
inhabitants.  That  ancient  heritage,  ths  Boston 
Common,  has  obtained  from  you  a  seal  of  con- 
demnation upon  any  attempt  to  appiopiiate  its 
bisio  ic  precincts.  The  barrier  erect,  d  is  not  ma- 
teriall*  imposing  or  formidable:  but,  morally,  not 
Ossa  piled  on  Pelioo  would  be  more  difficult  to 
scale;  anc  composure  and  serenity  ar°  restored  to 
that  large  class  who  recoanize  in  this  enclosure  an 
antidote  to  the  street-widening  distemper.  Time 
will  not  permit  me  to  comment  on  many  other 
subject1-,  that  you  have  actt  d  upon,  such  as  the 
ledivision  of  the  wards  of  the  city,  impor- 
tant changes  in  ordinances,  and  the  many 
imorovements  that  have  been  created  thiouehout 
the  city.  1  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my 
personal  gratification  at  the  action  of  the  Council 
at  it-  lasi  mepting  in  non-concurrir  a  witb  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  in  regard  to  the 
widening  of  South  street:  it  was  clear  thai  the 
widening  would  be  a  public  con  Teoience,  even  if 
it  old  nor  entei  into  the  domain  of  public  neces- 
sity; yet  the  absnlure  necessity  of  retrecchuient 
in  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  city  ren- 
ders you  •  action  w  oithy  of  high  com  mend  atkra. 
It  is  t  j  be  hoped  'hac  the  principle  aoplied  in  this 
case  will  find  frequeot  application  in  the  future, 
and,  so  long  as  our  city  shall  rest  wider  rhe  shadow 
of  commercial  gloom,  tne  piinciole  tosnt  in  all 
matters  of  expenditure  the  que  scion  is  not  one  of 
expediency  or  desirability,  botof  prime  necessity. 
The  most  memoraole  event  of  the  year  in  which 
you  have  participated  is  tne  celebration  of  the 
handredth'anniversary  of  the  great  battlefields  of 
Massachusetts.  Concud  ano  Lexington  re- 
hearsed the  story  of  their  Revolutionary  sires  in 
the  voices  of  sons  as  eloquent  and  as  irspiring 
as  the  orators  whose  utterance?  a  hundred 
yeais  befo-e  had  made  these  battlefields 
possible.  And  as  the  battles  of  Coccord  and 
Lexiugton  created  the  military  ardor  chat  culmi- 
nated in  Banker  Hill,  so  the  celebration  ot  the 
anniversary  of  toose  battles  aroused  enthusiasm 
for  the  grander  celebration  that  followed.  Not 
the  least  felicity  of  the  annexation  uf  our  sister 
city  was  the  leception  within  the  confines  of 
Boston  of  ibis  battlefield,  so  that  uuon  the  Cen- 
tennial celebration  the  old  Cradle  of  Liberty  and 
the  shaft  of  Bunker  Hill  w^ie  within  the  borders 
of  one  municipality.  How  significant  tbat  cele- 
bration was!  How  it  awoke  memories  of  that 
moi^  recent  contest — but  before  Noitheiu  indig- 
nation, at  recollection  of  its  sacrifices,  could  find 
voice,  behold, the  olive  brauch  of  peac«and  good- 
will was  extended  in  person  by  the  very  men  who 
fougnt  so  gallantly  to  sevei  that  Union  which 
their  fathers  and  our  latheis,  side  by  side,  one 
hundred  years  ago,  lought  to  maintain.  The 
splendid  military  and  civic  display,  the  exhibi- 
tions ot  trade  and  the  artisan's  skill,  all  con- 
spired to  show  results  worthy  of  suffering 
and  self-sacrifice.  The  marvellous  oroer  of 
tne  assembled  thousands  on  that  day  will 
not  be  foigotten.  This  order  was  not  the  sole 
product  of  police  regulations,  admirable  as  they 
were.  Rather  was  it  the  result,  as  has  been 
claimed,  of  the  education  and  culture  tnat  have 
been  so  liberally  diffused  amoDg  our  wbole  peo- 
ple. They  are  tauabt  self-respect;  they  reach  by 
logical  deduction  their  own  conclusions!  There  is 
no  rial  divisiou  or  line  of  demarcation  on  vital 
questions  among  our  citizens.  Their  education  is 
too  broad  aud  sound..  How  repuguant  to  good 
citizenship  is  the  tbtory  that  a  large  class  are 
opposed    to   good  government,  or  on    the   other 


hand  that  the  strong  are  conspiring  against  the 
weak.  The  mutual  interdependence  of  all  classes 
absolutely  refutes  it.  Such  a  theory  is  potent 
only  with  the  unobservant  in  one  case,  s.ud  the 
ignorant  i  n  the  other.  Th?  educated  masses  ate 
not  easilv  deceived,  and  they  perceive  the  advan- 
tages ct  honest  and  "apable  government  too 
clearly  not  to  strive  for  it.  fight  tor  it,  if  neces- 
sary die  for  it.  Therefore,  this  anniversary,  in  its 
observance,  was  full  of  promise  tVr  oor  form  of 
government — full  of  promise  tor  the  tone  and 
teamer  ot  our  citizens — this  order  in  time  of 
peace— the  gallantry  displayed  in  the  late  war,  are 
symbols  that  the  qualities  of  the  rounders  of  this 
Cjmmonwealth  and  this  city  live  after  them  and 
sin  11  endure  foieuer. 

'•The  Pilgrim  spirit  has  not  fled; 
It  walks  in  noon's  prouO  light, 

And  it  watches  the  bed  of  the  glorious  dead, 
,  With  the  holy  stars  bv  night; 

It  watches  the  bed  of  the  brave  who  have  bled, 
And  shall  watch  this  ice-bound  shore 

Till  the  waves  of  the  hay  where  the  Mayflower  lay 
Shall  foam  and  freeze  no  more." 
One  of  our  number,  Mi.  Edward  J.Long,  who 
entered  with  zeal  <-vd  devotion  upon  the  discharge 
of  bis  duties  at  the  begiooing  ot  the  year,  has 
passed  from  toisandall  earihly  scenes.  A  man 
of  locegrity  and  acilitv,  conspicuous  ror  fidelity  in 
all  tie  relatione  of  life,  be  suffered  witb  Tare  pa- 
tience and  Christian  foititu.de  a  long  and  painful 
sickness,  until  de2.th  releassd  him.  and  he  euteied 
intj  bio  rest.  When  our  memories  wander  back 
and  bring  bet">ie  us  our  lost  friends  and  as- 
sociates, we  shall  not  fail  to  thine  kindly  and 
tenderly  of  his  name.  Io  conclusion,  accept 
my  renewed  thanks  for  the  spirit  of  forbear- 
arce  that  has  rnareed  your  deliberatio'  s;  for 
the  harmony  that  has  risen  above  and  soft- 
ened the  asperities  of  debate.  The  unusually 
ljrge  numb^i  ot  forty  members,  at  the  close  of 
this  session,  reti,e  from  the  Council.  It  is  no  dis- 
paragement to  those  who  will  take  toeir  places  to 
say  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  ci'v  should  b-  de- 
prived of  thesii'vic-s  of  so  many  whose  experience 
is  of  value.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  i  bey  will  not 
lose  their  reaard  foi  the  -ity's  welfare,  but  will, 
tbouab  in  less  conspicuous  nlace,  exhibit  chat  pu- 
blic spirit  which  good  citizens  in  private  life  too 
often  neglect.  And  permit  me,  also,  to  express 
confidence  that  those  of  you  who  reoiaio  will  labor 
with  unabated  zeal  for  the  highest  good  of  the 
great  municipality  which  you  represeuc.  The  rec- 
oid  of  the  CornVnon  C  uocil  of  1875  is  closed. 
Its  acts  cannot  now  be  reconsidered.  They 
have  passed  into  histo.y.  And  as  we  stand 
amid  the  ashes  of  the  dying  year  and  remem- 
ber how  swif  tlv  that  year  and  all  years  aave  fled, 
—  as  we  realize  how  little  now  seem  the  strifes  s.nd 
differences  over  which  onr  passions  ba\e  been 
roused,  we  mi  a  lit  we'l  with  the  preacher  of  old 
sadly  comple  in  of  the  vanity  of  human  lite.  But 
a  hijjbe- faith  teaches  that  the  lower  and  baser 
sentiments  only  are  fleeting,  tbat  virtue  and  good 
works  have  immortal  bloom.  As  ws  now  leave 
this  Council  Chamber  for  the  la«t  time  together,  1 
am  confident  we  all  feel  a  satisfaction  arising  from 
a  sense  of  having  done  the  public  some  service, 
and  haviog  here  formed  friendships  which  we 
shall  "not  willingly  let  die." 

Ou  motion  ot  Mr.  Flyuo  o(  Ward  7,  the  Presi- 
dent was  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  fare- 
well address,  that  the  same  may  be  printed  in  doc- 
ument form. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes  of  Ward  5,  the  Council 
adjourned  sine  die. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    1,    1876. 


Adjourned  meeting  it  I  P.  M.,  Aldertnau  Clark, 
Chairman,  piesidiug. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawa  fox  tbe 
January  term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  NOMINATION. 

Special  Police  Officer— Maitin  F.  Brigham,  for 
Winthrop-street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Police  Officer— Waldo  B,  Lailer. 
Severally  confirmed. 

ORDER  TO  PAY  DEPUTY  COLLECTORS  VETOED. 

Tbe  following  was  re  -eived : 

Executive  Department,  1 

BOSTON,  Jan.  1,1876.  f 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston 
Gentlemen — I  deem  it  my  duty  to  return  without 
appioval,  to  i he  branch  in  which  it  originated,  an 
order  to  pay  F.  V.  Bulfiuch  and  others  ihe  sum  of 
$3,260.05  io  compeosation  lor  services  'endered  bv 
them  as  deputy  collectors.  The  General  Court  of 
1875  passeu  a  a  act  (chap.  176)  provioing  that 
all  feei  tor  the  collection  or  taxes  and 
other  debts  due  the  city,  should,  after 
the  first  day  of  SeptembT  in  tjat  year, 
be  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  and  b»-eome 
the  property  of  ths  cky,  and  authorizing  the  City 
Council  to  oay  collectors  from  that  time  forward 
a  denniu  salary.  It  is  represented  that  certain 
services  were  perf  irmeu  by  the  deputy  collectors 
holding  office  in  August,  the  f  es  tor  which  were 
not  paid  into  the  treasury  jntil  after  the  first  of 
Sepieinbei,  the  oare  at  woich,  under  toe  act.  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  order  of  the  City  Couocil, 
a  statea  annual  compensation  began  to  be- paid. 
It  appears  that  the  tees  actually  distributed  among 
these  offices  for  the  year  ending  September 
first,  they  giving  a  portion  o..ly  ot  their 
lime  to  the  city,  amounted  to  more  than 
the  sum  which  the  City  Council  deemed  sufficient 
for  the  compensation  of  such  officeis,  who  are  re- 
quired to  give  their  whole  time  to  the  city  curing 
the  ensuing  year.  That  being  the  fact,  and  it 
b-ing  admitted  that  the  persons  lamed  in  the 
order  have  no  legal  claim,  I  do  not  feel  authorized 
to  sacction  the  payment. 

Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Mayor. 

The  quest;on  was  upon  the  passage  ol  the  order 
over  the  Mayor's  veto. 

Alderma  •  Burrage— The  peopl.i  of  Boston  are 
again  indebted  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  for  his 
vigilance  in  guarding  their  interests.  By  his  ac- 
tion in  this  matter  he  h as,  I  trust,  oot  only  pre- 
vented the  uo'awful  caking  or  money  from  the 
tieasury,  but  has  also  save:!  the  Government  from 
being  placed  in  a  false  position,  and  t"e  conse- 
quences that  might  be  entailed  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bad  piecedent.  The  report  ot  the  Joint 
Com  nittse  on  Claims,  recommending  the  passage 
of  this  order,  which  is  to  take  mooey  from  tbe 
treSiMi.j  and  give  it  as  a  gratuity  (i  ot  on  account 
of  any  letrai  claim),  to  certaia  officeis  in  the  Col- 
lector's Department,  was  such  a  surprise  that  I 
tailed  at  the  time  to  expr.-ss  my  reasons  for  op- 
posing the  order  <ts  fully  or  a9  clearly  as 
1  desired.  It  is  not  avened,  either  by  the 
claimants  orthe  •on.mitt'e,  that  there  is  any  legal 
claim, heace  my  astonishment  that  the  Committee 
on  Claims  who  have  heretofore,  as  I  understand, 
uniformly  based  toeir  action  on  cases  that  have 
come  before  tuem  strictly  upoD  tr-e  legality  ot  the 
claim*  piesented,  shoula  bring  in  a  report  of  this 
character.  It  is  certain  that  if  they  had  gocerally 
allowed  themselves  to  decide  claims  upon  equi- 
table gro  inds,',we  should  not  bavehad  so  many  re- 
ports of  leave  to  withdraw  from  that  committee, 
the  treasury  woulo  have  been  considerably  de- 
pleted, acd  the  taxes  for  the  coming  year  maten- 
ally  increased.  It  being  Admitted  by  all  that  this 
is  not  a  legal  claim,  th1;  question  aiises,  Is  there  a 
lawful  i/ay  of  payicg  from  public  funds  an  illegal 
claim?  By  Mtatute,  the  lees  fur  collection  of  taxes 
prior  to  Sept.  1,  1875,  we;  t  to  the  Collector  of 
Tax-s.  He  appointed  his  deputies,  and  gave 
shem  such  compensation  for  their  services  a3 
was  mutually  'agieea  upon.  The  deputies 
were  responsible  tohia),ai-d  he  <vas  responsible 
to  the  city.    The  city  only  appointed  tham  con- 


stables and  held  the  bonds  required  from  such 
officers.  Their  year  commenced  Sept.  1,  and  end- 
ed with  Aug.  31,  and  it  has  oten  stated  by  a  mem- 
ber of  this  committee  in  ihe  oth  >r  brat  cb,  that  it 
was  in  evidence  before  the  committee  that  it  has 
always  been  the  custom  when  the  office  ot  a  dep- 
uty become  vacant  from  anv  cause,  to  ba«e  ihe 
calculation  of  rhe  sum  cue  him  upon  t tie  amount 
of  fees  collected  before  the  first  day  of  September. 
Not  upon  prospective  fees,  st-ps  for  the  coll-ction 
of  which  had  been  taken.  And  the  action  ot  the 
deputies  in  going  to  the  Legislature  aud  getting 
the  act  of  May  3, 1875,  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  changed  so  that  tbe  section 
in  respect  to  the  fees  jvould  not  ta,ne  effect  until 
after  Sept.  I,  shows  that  such  was  their  under, 
tranding  of  the  matter. 

I  do  not  see  how  any  one  ca-i  have  any  doubt  2.s 
to  the  meaning  of  the  third  section,  which  is  as 
follow-::  "Stct.  3.  All  tees,  cha.ges  ana  commis- 
sions, of  every  kind  „yd  description  allowed  by 
law  for  the  collection  ot  taxes,  betterments,  rates 
and  assessments  of  everv  kinu.  to  anj  person  or 
persons  authorized  to  collect  the  same  witbm  the 
C'ty  of  Boston,  shall,  aftei  toe  firs;,  day  of  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundied  and  seventy-five,  be 
collected  ;  nd  paid  by  such  persons  into  the  treas- 
ury of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  shall  become  the 
property  of  such  city.  The  said  city  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  to  such  persons  such  compensa- 
tion for  tneir  services  as  ihe  City  Council  suall 
from  tine  iO  time  uetsimine."  Nothing  could  be 
cle»tei.  After  the  first  day  of  September,  1875, 
the  Collector  or  his  deputies  ate  to  collect 
all  fees,  etc.,  and  r>av  them  into  the  treasury 
ot  the  city  ot  Boston,  and  they  sball  become  the 
property  ot  said  city.  How  exaeedingly  awkward 
it  woulo  have  been  if  the  act  had  not  been  thus 
explicit.  Thers  arc-  taxes  that  will  yet  be  collect- 
ed that  nave  been  due  from  one  10  five  years;  if 
lie  Collector  or  his  deputies  were  entitled  to  any 
of  the  lees  to  be  collected,  they  would  be  entitled 
to  all  of  them.  It  will  be  remembeied  that  this  is 
law  made  by  the  Legislature,  thesoveieign  power. 
The  money  received  tor  the  tees  in  question  has 
been  paiu  into  the  treiury  ot  tne  city  ot  Boston, 
in  accordance  with  law,  it  is  now  the  pi  operty  of 
said  city,  and  i.  cannot  be  paid  out  except  in  'ac- 
cordance with  law.  I  am  do  lawyer,  but  I  do  not 
think  the  city  of  Boston  can  legally  assess  taxes 
for  the  purpose  of  Kiving  this  money  to  these  pe 
tirioners  wituout  at  least  first  getting  authority 
to  do  so  from  the  Leeioiatore. 

So  much  for  the  legal  aspect  of  the  ca:e.  Now 
let  us  see  if  these  petitioners  are  unfortuuate 
victims  and  sufferers  by  the  inexorable  operation 
of  la-.  For  the  year  eadiog  Sept.  1,  1875,  tiny 
received  $1888  ^ach,  and  four  ot  tbem  aced  as 
assessors  for  100  nays  at  $7.00  per  day,  aud  thres 
of  tbsm,  at  least,  as  second  assessors  at  $6.00  per 
day;  whereas  they  are  now  only  receiving  $1600 
per  aanum,  and  for  that  sum  are  to  devote  theii- 
whole  lime  to  the  service  ol  the  Collectoi's  De- 
parrme  3t.  As  was  said  at  the  last  meeting  of  rhe 
Board,  it  is  known  that  tae  amount  they  received 
from  the  late  Treasurer  an  1  Collector  n°ver  ex- 
ceeded $1750  per  auburn.  If  ihey  were  to  receive 
the  sum  given  them  by  the  comajittee,  their 
respective  salaries  from  Sept.  1, 1874,  to  Sept.  1, 
1875,  would  be  $2105.47.  Add  to  this  the 
sum  which  <  ach  would  receive  if  tbe  aggre- 
gate of  the  pay  received  foi  services  10  th-i  As- 
sessors Department,  say  $4600— by  the  sevea  depu- 
ties who  also  served  as  assessor;,  was  equally  di- 
vided amongst  tbe  fifteen  deputies;  ana  the  sal- 
ary of  each  for  that  year  is  raiseu  to  $2412.13, 
Therefore  .it  app  ars  tD.it  they  have  Dot  suffered 
floor  the  iaw  or  in  fact.  Thi»t  d  the  first  place 
they  have  not  a  claim  upon  our  sympathy  on  ac- 
count of  having  received  inadequate  compensa- 
tion; andxn  tbe  second  place,  if  they  had  such  a 
claim,  it  conld  cot  be  lawfully  satisfied  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  this  order. 

Alderman  Wortnington— I  did  not  intend  to  say 
anything  in  regard  to  this  claim.  If  the  Mayor 
sees  fit  to  take,  the  responsibility  of  vetoing  I 
have  do  objections.  I  have  no  feeling  initwbat- 
evei  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  believe  it  is  equit- 
ably oue,  and  issucb  reported  the  order  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  by  vote  of  a  majority  lof  the 
committee.  But  I  do  inteno  to  respond  ts  the 
attack  made  upon  the  Committee  on  Claims  and 
impugning  their  motives. 

Aloerman  Bun  age — f  maue  do  such  attack. 

Alderman  Worthington — Yes,  you  have.  It  is 
said  the  law  does  not  sanction  the  payment;  but 
every  man  who  looked  into  it  knew  that  an  agree- 
ment had   been  made  by  the  late  treasurer,  Mr. 
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Tracy,  aud  that  tbis  morey  was  earned  before  the 
first  day  of  September, — otherwise  toe  order  would, 
not  have  been  repotted  beie.  And  the  gentleman 
now  talks  about  ihe  committee  havvogdone  their 
duty  up  to  this  time,  and  have  now  been  dirslect. 

Aidermai  Burrage — I  wish  to  deny  any  imputa- 
tion uoon  the  committee.    1  only  slated  a  fact. 

Alderman  "Wot  thington— I  say  be  has  been  im- 
pugning our  motives  ii  making  ths  report,  and 
that  I  object  to  in  toto.  We.  loosed  into  tae  case 
and  ascertained  tbat  the  arrangement  made  with 
the  collectois  by  Mr.  Tracy  was  tbat  they  should 
have  the  fees  uo  to  the  first  of  September,  the 
same  as  they  bad  had  for  years  before  This  law 
was  mace  to  go  into  effect  on  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber, tbat  the  v  might  navs  the  fees  up  to  that  rime; 
but  by  toe  election  of  Mr.  Sbeiwin  as  Collector 
before  that  tii-ie  ins  sale  aid  not  take  place  until 
after  tbat  time,  and  the  majority  of  the  committee 
considered  that  they  weie  equitably  entitled  to 
the  fees  earned  before  then.  Irensat  again,  that 
the  cnairman  of  tbe  Judiciary  "Committee,  Mr. 
Codman,  said  that  to  one  of  the  collectors  and 
it  was  confirmed  by  the  chairman,  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  who  testified 
that  it  was  not  in  contemplation  to  cutoff  tbe  fees 
earner!  before  th;  first  of  September  So  the  com- 
mittee repoited  as  they  did.  I  say  the  prepared 
speech  deliver,  d  at  this  late  houi  is  not  justified 
by  any  of  tbe  facts  presented.  No  one  has  sup- 
posed tbat  it  was  a  legal  claim.  Tbe  award  was 
mace  solely  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  an  equit- 
able claim,  anc  as  sucb  the  order  passed  ibis 
Boar  i.  And  tbe  Alderman  talks  about  tbe  salary 
of  $2100  that  the  collectors  will  receive.  What 
have  v.e  to  do  with  tbat?  If  they  made  toat 
agieement  with  Mr.  Tracy,  we  hod  nothing  to 
do  but  to  pay  this  money,  even  it  they  nasi 
$2500  salatv.  The  gentleman  has  no  right  to 
stand  up  here  ana  deprive  them  of  what  tbey 
nave  earned.  It  is  tot  the  way  man  deals 
with  man.  There  is  an  honor  among  men 
which  should  have  stopued  him  from  making 
such  lemarks  made  here.  Aud  he  talks  about 
theie  being  no  occasion  for  sympathy.  There  is 
none.  But  theie  is  an  occasion  for  aonesty  woen 
one  man  makes  am  arrangement  with  another 
I  say  wa  are  justified  by  toe  facts  in  regard  to 
this  matter;  but  I  have  notoing  more  to  sav  about 
it.  Hi:  Honoi  the  Mayor  has  taken  the  responsi- 
bility of  vetoing  it,  and  so  be  it.  Bat  1  do  intend 
to  defend  the  motive  of  thii  Committee  on  Claims, 
which  I  consider  hrsbeen  attacked  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  session. 

Alderman  O'Bri&n  — What  appears  to  be  very 
strange  in  this  matter  is  that  the  veto  message  of 
the  Mayor  should  be  presented  and  followed  im- 
mediately with  tbe  written  speech  of  the  Alder- 
man in  favor  of  that  message,  without  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Claims  knowing  anything 
about  it.  I  say  the  comniifee  we"e  pertectly  jus- 
tified in  doing  what  they  did  in  tbis  business. 
Thev  summoned  the  City  Treasurer  befoie  them, 
and  he  said  the  collectors  were  entitled  to  every 
cent  that  they  claimed.  The  committee  called 
the  new  City  Collector  before  them,  and  be  stated 
that  ths  deputies  »ere  enti.led  to  the  claim,  so  far 
ash1*  could  learn.  What  did  the  cornmittee  do? 
They  ascertained  that  it  was  not  a  legai 
claim  aarainst  the  citv;  but  tbat,  owing  to 
the  death  ot  Mi.  Tracy,  the  large  sale  of 
property,  for  which  these  gertleuiin  did  all 
the  work  before  Sept.  1st,  was  postponed  for  a 
month  on  account  of  the  change  in  the  coll  ctor- 
ship  before  that  date.  If  that  sale  had  not  been 
postponed— if  it  had  taken  place  in  August 
asitu-ually  does— a  large  amount  of  tees  would 
have  gone  into  th°  hands  of  these  deputy  collect- 
ors. As  that  sale  was  postponed  undei  circum- 
stances over  which  the  deouties  bad  to  cot-rnl, 
tbe  commii tee  believed  they  weie  entitled  to  the 
one  month 's  additional  assessments  that  came  in 
alter  Sept.  1st,  arc!  that  that  was  the  equity  of  the 
matter.  I  believe  th«  Committee  on  Claims  have 
attended  to  their  duty  as  seiio  i^lv  and  wiih  as 
much  intelligence  as  r  ny  other  committee  in  City 
HaU,  and  their  record  will  show  it. 

Aldeirnau  Buirage— I  think  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims  is  ui.necessarily  txcit- 
ed.  I  certainly  did  not  intend  to  speak  disrespect- 
fully of  the  motives  of  the  committee;  I  ouly 
pointed  out  their  inconsistency.  I  know  it  is  one 
of  the  best  committees  we  have  had  ibis  year; 
that  tbey  have  done  their  duty  most  faithfully 
and  guarded  the  treasury  most  vigilantly.  I  only 
spoke  of  this  as  an  exception.  I  onlv  called  at- 
tention to  vhat  I  considered  would  be  the  begin- 
ning of  a  most  dangerous  practice.    I  am  satisfied 


upon  reflection  that  tbe  committee  *ill  see  that 
they  have  deviated  a  little  from  their  general 
practice  in  considering  claims  like  this.  It  would 
be  far  from  me  to  cast  any  reflection  upon  any 
committee,  especially  such  ao  able  one  as  this  all 
the  members  of  which  I  highly  esteem.  I  would 
not  do  the  fust  thing  to  impua-u  their  motives.  I 
only  pointed  out  their  inconsistency. 

Alderman  Quincy — A  majority  of  the  l?gal  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Claims  were  m  favor  of 
the  report,  on  the  ground  that  if  there  ever  was  a 
case  in  which  money  cot  legally  'ecoverable  in 
court  might  be  paid  by  the  city,  this  w*s  such  a 
one.  This  was  a  case  i.i  *hicn  there  was  money 
in  tbe  ciry  treasury  which  bad  been  obtained  from 
toe  taxpayeis  on  the  grout  d  tbat  it  was  to  be  paid 
to  certain  persons  for  services  already  rendered; 
and  we  took  the  ground  that  if  we  transacted  the 
city's  business  as  <"fc  would  oir  own,  and  ev?n 
paid  out  money  not  lf-gally  recoveiable,  tbis 
was  sued  a  case.  Tbat  mouev  seemed  to  burn  in 
our  pockets,  and  it  belonged  to  us  equitably  to 
those  who  had  performed  the  service  of  collecting 
it  from  delinquent  taxpayers.  But  His  Honor  has 
taken  the  responsibility  of  saying  tnat  we  should 
not  pay  meney  not  legally  recoverable  in  the 
conrts/and  ror  one  I  will  bow  to  it. 

Alderman  Burrage — I  was  not  present  when  tbis 
question  first  came  before  this  Board,  or  I  stu-uld 
have  voted  against  the  passage  ot  i he  order.  I 
don't  know  any  reason  why  it  could  be  i-  ferred  to 
be  a  censure  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  if  we 
voted  against  a  lecommendation  of  theirs.  Of 
course  it  becomes  a  duty  of  members  ot  this 
Board,  in  the  discharge  of  their  office,  to  consider 
every  question  themselves ;  and  1  don't  know  wiry 
the  committee  should  feel  that  in  this  case  it  is 
meant  to  be  a  reflection  upon  them,  a?,  y  more  than 
in  any  oth?r  case.  It  is  well-known  that  the  com- 
mittr'e,  as  a  neneipl  thing,  have  decided  all  ques- 
tions stricrly  upo  i  th-ir  legalily.  Claims  come 
here  from  poor  starving  peonle  on  account  of 
accidents,  which  are  cot  legal ;  but  the  committee, 
notwithstanding  tbat  all  the  dicrat-sof  human- 
ity ano  sympathy  would  sfem  to  justify  an  'iward 
of  something,  are  obliged  to  give  them  leave 
to  withdraw.  I  sbou'd  suppose  tbey  would  have 
followed  the  same  course  ic  this  case,  for  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  prompt  the  action 
they  took,  <  xceot  sympathy  tor  the  collectors. 
The  cause  for  sympathy  in  this  case  is  not  to  be 
compared  with  that  in  many  others  which  have 
come  betoe  them.  Of  couise  thev  know  and  feel 
that  it  is  a  dangerous  precedent  to  set,  a^d  that 
we  should  stand  by  ths  law  and  the  advice  of  our 
legal  adviser.  For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  to  sus- 
tain tbe  veto  of  bis  Honor  the  Mayor,  aud  call  fot 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  rejected—  veas  3,  nays  9 : 

"Veas— Aldermen  Bigelow.  Stebbius,  Worthing- 
ton— 3. 

Nays—  Aldermen  Burrage,  Claik,  Harris,  O'Brien, 
Pope,  Power,  Prescott,  Quincey,  A'iles— 9. 

PAPERS     FROM      THE    COMMON  COUNCIL   FOK  CON- 
CURRENCE. 

O'oer  for  binding  of  sufficient  documents  for 
each  mambei  and  he  .ds  ofprincipa'  departments. 
Pacseo. 

Order  refen  nig  unfinished  business  10  bands  of 
joint  committers  to  next  City  Council.     Passed. 

Ihe  majority  and  minority  reports  on  duties  of 
City  Registrar,  etc.,  came  up  referred  to  next  city 
Council.    Concurred. 

SOUTH   STREET. 

A  resolve  aud  oifler  to  widen  South  street,  at 
conerot  Summer  Street,  came  up  relened  to 
next  OitvCooccil. 

Alderman  Prescott— I  trust  the  Board  will  not 
concur  with  tbe  Common  Council  ia  the  reference 
of  tbis  matter  to  the  next  City  Council.  It  is  true 
this  Board  wul  not  commit  itself  by  taking  such 
action  as  that,  but  it  seems  to  me  ro  be  more  ap- 
propnate  to  indefinitely  pytpone  this  wuole  mat- 
ter, as  1  think  we  shall  meet  the  sense  of  ihe  tax- 
payers of  the  city  if  we  pat  our  seal  ot  conoemna- 
tion  upon  any  more  expensive  street  wiaeuip.es  at 
the  oresent  time,  and  even  for  'one  rime  to  come. 
It  is  proposed  to  commence  the  widening  of  South 
streat  by  taking  the  corner  lot,  assessed 
at  twenty-eight  dollars  a  foot.  Even  at  that  price 
I  haye  understood  that  the  o  >«ner  would  refuse  to 
release  it  to  the  city.  Inasmuch  as  to  Is  would  be 
Out  the  commencement  of  &  project  which  would 
certainly  cost  the  city  of  Boston  half  a  million 
dollar's,  before  it  is  coihplereo  ;  aud  lnasnncb  as  I 
believe  tbe  iijances  of  the  city  arc  uo.  such  as  to 
wariaut  us  in  entertaining  any  proposition  of  ttis 
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kind  a'  the  pre  ent  time,  I  hope  the  matter  will 
not  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Couucil,  but  that 
this  Hoard  will  indefinitely  postpone  it,  and  there- 
by express  their  opinion  in  regard  to  this  expen- 
sive street  wioeni.ig.  I  move  the  indefinite  post- 
poietnent  >i  the  oruer. 

The  rssoive  and  order  were  indefinitely  post- 
poned iu  non-concurrence. 

SWETT  STREET. 

The  orders  for  raising  of  grade  of  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  and  tor  a  loan  of  $112,000 
ther-for  came  up  with  the  order  to  laise  the 
grade  amended  by  adoin<>,  "The  expense  thereof 
to  be  cjarged  10  the  amount  hu'etofore  appro- 
priated for  Sweit-strtift  extension";  and  saio  or- 
der passed  instead  of  ilia  second  order  for  a  l  an. 

Al  del  man  Prescott— I  would  a.'k  tbe  Committee 
on  Stieets  what  will  be  the  condition  of  this  mat- 
ter if  the  order  pa- ses  as  it  came  from  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Alderman  Power  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  C'ark— I  dm  n't  expect  to  luve  tbe 
pleasure  of  (caking  any  further  remarks  upon  the 
extension  of  Swett  street.  The  subject  has  taken 
considerable  of  the  time  and  att  ntton  of  rbis,  as 
well  as  of  the.  foimei  Hoard;  burl  embrace  this 
opportueity  t  o  say  that,  notwithstanding  every- 
thing i hat  has  been  said  agaiust  it  in  tbi*  Board 
and  in  the  other  branches,  no  project  has  ever 
been  undertaken  witn  a  more  ho.iest  and  sincere 
intention  to  benefit  the  city  than  this  same  Swttt- 
stre? t  extension ;  and  rh&t  no  project  has 
ever  been  pursued  with  more  ec  mouiy  or 
better  labor  for  the  public  weltar.  .  From 
the  original  estimate  of  the  .Street  Corn- 
missiooers,  th?  Coin  mo  j  Council  struck  off 
$100,000,  the  estimate  for  laisma  the  grade  of  tne 
railroad  and  building  th,u  otidge,  and  an  appro- 
priation of  $376,000  was  made.  The  estimate  for 
building  the  street  and  completing  thb  entire 
work  was  $470,000.  That  $100,000  >»  as  stricken  off 
because  members  of  the  Common  Council  opposed 
to  this  measure  paid  the  tailroad  could  be  com- 
pelled to  raise  the  tiack  themselves  and  pay  for  it. 
Gentlemen  in  rte  other  branch,  well  posted  m  le- 
gal lore,  having  oeen  long  years  in  the  practice  of 
the  law  and  being  familiar,  with  legislative  mat- 
teis  at  tb s  State  House,  having  so  construed  the 
lav,  when  it  same  down  heie  we  toot  it  for  grant- 
ed that  they  were  right,  and  therefore  coucurred 
in  the  passage,  of  the  order  .vitb  the  $100,000  stiick- 
en  off.  After  the  forcible  statements  ot  the  legal 
members  of  the  other  branch,  we  had  a  light  to  be- 
lieve that  the  city  could  com^e'  the  railroad  toiaise 
its  tracks  at  any  time  the  city  might  see  fit,  ana 
compel  it  to  pay  the  bills.  Tbe  wotk  was  duly  ad- 
vertised m  the  public  papers,  and  the  filmng  was 
let  out  at  $4  a  square,  instead  of  $6,— fifty  per 
cent,  less  than  the  estimates  made  by  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Streets.  The  bridges  ana  sluiceways 
were  all  erected  and  completea  in  the  most  thor- 
oughly woi'Kmaulike  manner,  and  at  a  very  great 
recuction  from  the  estimates  made  by  the  Street 
Commissioners. 

Alderman  Harris— It  was  33%  per  cent,  less,  not 
fifty. 

Alderman  Clark — Twenty-five  per  cent,  would 
have  satisfied  me.  It  is  very  seldom  I  make  any 
allusion  to  what  has  been  said,  or  has  taken  place 
in  the  other  branch;  but  here  has  been  an  intima- 
tion that  this  Swett-street  matter,  from  beginomg 
to  end,  was  a  put-up  job — that  menbers  or  this 
Government,  perhaps,  were  interested  in  putting 
it  through.  Now,  I  not  only  wish  to  say  that 
there  is  co  job  in  this  matter,  as  has  been  inti- 
mated in  the  other  branch,  but  I  wish  to  deny  the 
intimation  that  anv  memoer  of  tbe  B  ard  if  Al- 
deimen  or  Coaimon  Conccil  h^,s  a  dollar's  interest 
in  putticg  tbn  ugh  this  street;  aad  I  wish  to  add 
th.it  this  measure  has  been  accomplished  thus  tar 
at  justthefigures  th.. proposals  werehanded  in  for, 
an.:  at  a  much  less  price  than  was  at  first  estimated; 
thai  the  filling  has  orogresseu  in  the  most  sat- 
isfactory manner  at  $4  per  square,  and  that  not  a 
dollar  bas  been  spent  more  than  is  necessary,  to 
my  best  knowledge.  So  much  tor  the  manner  in 
wbich  Swett  street  has  progressed  up  to  the  pres- 
ent t^me,  and  I  am  bappy  to  say  that  it  looks  cow 
as  if  tne  street  will  be  complete:},  the  grade  of  toe 
railroad  raised  and  the  bridges  bulk  for  less  than 
the  original  estimates  of  the  Streot  Commission- 
ers. Whether  this  $376,000  will  be  enough  is  a 
question  I  am  not  able  to  answer  at  present;  but 
we  wish  to  say  to  the  Board  and  to  the  taxDayeis 
that  the  whole  oust  of  constructing  this  street  will 
be  a  great  deal  less  than  the  original  estimate  ot 
$476,000.     What  are  tbe  facts  about  this  Swett- 


street  extension?  It  is  i  o  use  to  argue  this 
ques  ion  all  over  ^gain,  and  1  would  n't  sav  a 
worid  ^t  the  pieseni  time  had  t:ere  i  ot  been 
so  many  slurs  thrown  out  in  Ihe  other  branch. 
The  subject  t.as  been  before  tLe  Government  for 
yeai  s  prior  to  1875.  A  large  portion  of  the  city  has 
a  direct  interest  in  iti  iuascoucb  as  it  is  the  only 
means  ol  communication  tor  the  South  End  and 
the  Highlands  wi'n  South  Boston  and  Dorchester, 
after  you  get  beyond  Dover-stnet  Bridge.  An- 
other thing:  H"re  is  an  immense  ten itory  which 
is  comparatively  wonhloss  for  purposes  of  taxa- 
tion today;  but  when  ifr.s  street  is  eompleied  all 
that  land  will  be  brought  into  market;  a  no  T  am 
happy  to  inform  the  oppOituts  of  this  measure 
that  arrang  ments  have  already  be-n  mane  for 
filling  up  a  large  part  of  the  land  now  under 
water.  I  undeistaiio  tb,t  sales  of  t  tut  land  have 
recently  been  maue.  I  have  no  doubt  the  comple- 
tion of  S»ett  street  will  be  generally  satisfactory, 
not  only  to  the  present  Board  ot  Aldermen  ana 
Common  Council  favoring  it,  but  to  every  ex- 
menilier,  to  those  who  voted  against  it,  and 
to  the  taxpayers]  and  that  the  lucreaseo  tax- 
able valuation  of  the  piuperty  iu  tne  ini- 
lnedmte  ueiahborhooo  wi.l  yield  a  handsome 
inteiest  upon  the  co-t  of  coustiuoiion.  If 
we  couciu  with  the  Council,  the  oouimift-e  will 
have  the  right  to  make  this  conuact  with  the 
railroad  for  raising  the  grade  ot  tbeii  road-bed 
ami  the  building  of  these  bridges,  ana  that  there 
will  be  money  enough  to  pay  th*>  bills  ro."  two  ojr 
tmee  months  to  come,— pos-ioly  ei.Ougb  will  be 
saved  in  the  c instruction  of  tbe  stieet  to  pay  for 
it  entirely.  It  was  the  idea  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Street  Commit  sioners  originally  to  have  this 
order  come  to  this  Board  in  the  same  foim 
that  it  is  now — that  w-  should  have  au- 
thority to  make  tins  contract  and  charge 
it  to  the  appropriation  ror  Swstt-sueet 
Extension.  It  has  been  intimat-d  iu  th 
other  blanch  that  it  is  a  aood  thing  to  have  this 
Swett-streel  matter  com  betore  the  City  Council 
often.  1  heaitily  approve  of  bavusg  that  and  all 
other  measures  coin -i  bfoi-p  the  members  ot  the 
City  Council  otien,  that  chsy  mav  know  how  this 
and  all  otnersuch  works  are  progressing;.  But  I  do 
deiy  that  there  is  any  more  reason  why  this  woik 
should  come  before  the  City  Council  otten  than 
there  is  fur  any  other  work  involving  an  expendi- 
ture of  $50,000.  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  be  one  of 
the  Committee  on  Streets  for  the  past  five  years, 
and  1  was  not  awaie,  uotil  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  thf.t  any  member  of 
that  committee  had  any  reason  to  suspect 
the  honestv  or  the  intentions  of  that 
committee.  It  may  be  that  fheit  has  been  reason 
to  suspect  tbe  ability  of  the  committee,  but  I  was 
no*  aware  until  the"  last  meeting  of  tbe  Common 
Council  that  any  member  of  that  committee  had 
reason  to  impugne  their  h'mesty.  I  believe  1  have 
answered  the  question  a'  to  the  present  situation 
of  thisSwt-tt-stieet  matter.  It  is  nearly  completed, 
I  am  happy  to  inform  this  Board,  from  Boston 
street  to  the  New  York  &  New  Eogland  Railioad, 
and  at  very  much  less  expense  than  was  originally 
estimated.  If  mis  order  is  concurred  in,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  will  have  the  right  to  make  a 
bargain  with  the  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
road for  the  raising  of  the  graoe  and  the  building 
of  the  bridges,  and  we  will  no  doubt  be  able 
to  complete  ihe  tsbole  woik  bv  the  fn>c  of 
July,  It  is  n't  often,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  you  can 
have  land  given  you  tor  the  construction  of  a 
street,  and  money  too.  The  abutters  have  given 
$40,000  in  land  ana  $60,000  in  money.  It  is  n't 
otten  that  such  favorable  propositions  are  maae 
to  the  city  by  owners  of  ieal  isiate  in  South  Bos- 
ton or  any  other  section  of  the  city.  I  trust  and 
hope  we  shall  concui  with  the  Council,  anu  Ibat 
we  shall  find  upon  the  completion  of  the  --treat 
that  the  original  estimates  afford  the  means  to  do 
the  whole  work. 

Alderman  Prescott — I  did  n't  suppose  that  a 
simple  question  would  have  drawn  out  a  long 
speech  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets.  What  I  desired  to  know  was  how  these 
contracts  can  be  rmde  aod  signed  and  charged  to 
the  original  appropriation.  The;  committee  said 
this  work  would  c>  st  $112,000,  and  asked  for  a  loan 
therefor.  In  regard  to  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets  or  City  Council  having  a  per- 
sonal inteiest  in  the  measure,  I  certainly  never 
have  suspected  anything  of  that  sort,  and  I  never 
made  any  such  statement.  I  had  occasion  at  the 
close  of  last  year  to  say  I  thought  it  was  a  very 
unwise  expenditure,  and  I  think  so  still.  But  I  do 
not  desire  to  go  into   the  merits  of  the  ptoject 
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which  must  be  carried  out.  But  I  judge 
from  the  report  that  the  comniiitee  will  need 
tbis  1112,000  betore  making  a  contract  with  the 
iailroad;  and  how  the  contract  cao  be  signed 
wichout  any  extra  loan  is  what  I  denied  to  in- 
quire of  the  cuairmao  of  the  committee,— wheth- 
er i  tie  present  appropriation  of  $376,000  will  be 
sufficient  to  complete  the  street  ano  raise  tbe 
grade  of  the  railroad. 

Alderman  Clark — I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that 
I  have  more  than  answered  tho  question  of  the  Al- 
derman; but  X  am  not  at  present  able  to  say 
whether  the  $376,000  will  complete  the  entire  work. 
I  thiDk  it  will  build  the  street  and  go  a  long  way 
towards  pay ina  wbatthe  New  York  &  New  Errg- 
land  Railroad  have  agreed  ro  do.  It  was  thought 
best  bv  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  borrow  tnis 
$112,000,  knowing  tbat  if  no  part  of  it  was  needed, 
it  wouid  be  safe  in  the  hands  of  the 
Auditor,  or  the  Board  of  Aldermeo.  I 
thick  it  is  a  base  insinuation  for  any  member 
of  this  Government  to  cav  that  because  *ou  make 
a  loan  of  $100,000  oi  $500,000,  the  money  is 
going  to  be  squandered.  I  believe  that  is  not  the 
way  tbe  citv's  finarces  have  been  s.dmi«istered  m 
years  past,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  in  year?  to 
come.  The  Common  Council expiessly  prohibi'ed 
the  using  of  any  «f  tbe  appropriation  of  $376,000 
for  raising  the  giade  of  the  track  aua  building  the 
bringe,  so  that  it  we  had  completeu  the  filliog  for 
$100,000,  and  had  $275,000  left,  we  could  not  have 
used  a  dollar  of  it  tor  raising  the  grade  of  tnis 
track  or  building  the  biidees  without  comiug  to 
the  City  Courcil  for  permission  and  getting  such 
an  order  passed  as  is  before  us.  By  a  very  large 
majority  the  Common  Council  passed  the  order 
authorizing  tbe  committee  to  agree  with  the 
railroad  for  raising  the  grade,  buuoing  the 
bridges  and  changing  it  to  the  Sweet-street  ap- 
propriation. When  ail  that  jppropriation  is  used, 
of  course  the  committee  most  come  to  tho  City 
Council  and  ask  for  more  money.  I  believe  that 
contracts  involving  very  much  largsr  expendi- 
tures taan  ibis  are  made  in  tbe  Water  Board,  of 
which  the  Alderman  is  a  member,  before  the 
money  is  appropriated ;  and  I  don  't  know  but  it 
is  done  in  othet  departments.  Of  couise,  this 
amendment,  as  I  understand,  was  presented  by 
one  of  the  principal  opponents  of  the  measure  in 
the  Council,  for  the  expressed  purpose  of  having 
the  committee  come  to  the  City  Council  often  to 
let  them  koow  now  they  are  getting  along  with 
the  work  upon  Sweet  street. 

Tbe  ojder  to  authorize  tha  committee  to  con- 
tract for  raising  tbe  grade,  etc.,  as  amended,  was 
passed  in  concurience — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Alderman  Claik  in  the  chair. 

STANDARD  LAUNDRY  MACHINE  COMPANY'S  CLAIM. 

A  report  and  order  came  down  to  pay  Standard 
Laundry  Macbine  Company  $900  for  intrii.gement 
of  patent  by  certain  agents  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Worthington— I  move  that  the  order 
be  referrtd  to  tbe  next  City  Goveinmeut.  My 
reasons  are  these:  Wbe.i  that  claim  came  before 
the  Committee  on  Claims  we  «vere  informed  that 
there  was  a  patent  on  the  uiachiue,  that  we  bad 
infringed  upon  it  and  were  legally  bound.  A  sub- 
committee was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  City 
Sohciior,who  ruler;  in  the  same  way, and  the  com- 
mittee reported  an  order  to  pay  the  party  $900— 
be  consenting,  after  1wo  or  three  months,  to 
take  it.  Since  this  order  «ent  to  the  Com- 
mon Council,  last  Thuisday  veek,  I  have  beeu 
informed  upon  good  an' hority  tbat  the  party  has 
not  a  genuine  parent;  but  that  mere  is  one  deci- 
sion against  it,  that  another  caseisslill  ou  trial, 
and  that  lie  has  no  legal  ligbt  to  collect  this  mon- 
ey, from  tbe  fact  rhat  h*  has  no  pattnt  tbat  will 
stand  in  the  courts.  That  information  came  ro 
me  onlv  yesterday,  and  I  intended  to  see  the  City 
Solicitor  today,  but  had  not  tbe  time.  Therefore 
I  move  tbat  the  oroer  be  referred  to  the  next  City 
Government,  that  the  next  committee  on  Claim's 
jnay  investigate  further. 

The  Cbaiiman  suggested  that  'hat  would  re- 
quire coucturent  action,  and  tbat  to  indefinitely 
postpone  or  lay  on  the  table  would  be  propel . 

Ou  motion  of  Alderman  Worthington,  the  order 
•was  laid  on  tbe  table 

PAVING:  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Power  submitted  tbe  following  from 
the  Cominit.ee  on  Paviag: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  John 
Cavanago,  James  Mellen,  William  R.  Cavauagh 
and  John  Quirk  to  move  wooden  buildings, on  the 
usual  conditions.    Accepted. 


Report  and  order  to  pay  Aloazo  Bowers  $500  for 
grade  damages  on  Marion  street,  East  Boston. 
Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

Repoit  aod  order  for  edgestones.  paved  gut- 
ters and  sidewalks  and  macadamized  road  v  ay  on 
Baxter  street.    Order  read  twice  and  pissed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  of  Police  be  authorized 
to  close  Marshall  street,  at  ai  d  Dear  Hanover 
street,  against  public  travel,  for  such  length  of 
time  as  ne  may  deem  expedient  or  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  the  pnb'ic. 

Read  twice  and  passsd. 

Report  and  ,>rder  to  grade  and  gravel  Norfolk 
avenue,  between  jyia^vzine  and  Cottage  streets; 
also,  to  construct  a  plank  ■fialk  on  the  westerly 
side  of  said  street.    Order  read  twice  atd  passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Aldetman  Harris,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Boaro,  offeied  an  order 
to  pay  James  J.  Grace  $58.80  for  lar_a  oamages  in 
widening  Baxter  street.    Read  twice  and  passeo. 

ARMORIES 

Alderinau  Worthington  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ord-red,  That  tbe  allowance  heretofore  paid  for 
rent  of  Armory  tor  Company  G,  First  Regiment 
of  Ic  fautry ,  M.  V.  M.,  at  the  coruer  of  Union  =vCd 
Marshall  strrets,  ba  discontinued  from  and  after 
Dec.  31, 1875. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  armorv  occupied  by  Company 
G.  First  Regiment  of  InEantry,  M.  V.  M..  at  No. 
348  Washington  sfteet,  be  app'roved  as  a  suitable 
place  for  the  deposit  of  arms  and  equipments. 

Read  t«ice  and  passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  armory  occupied  by  company 
I,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  No. 
339  Bioadway,  be  approved  as  a  suitable  place  for 
the  deposit  of  arms  aud  equipmeuts. 

Read  twice  aod  passed. 

Ordered,  ll.at  tbe  armory  occupied  by  Company 
E,  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  tbo 
coruer  of  Harvard  aud  Washington  stivers,  be  ap- 
proved as  a  suitable  pla.ce  for  the  deposit  of  arms 
and  equipments. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  armory  occupied  bv  Company 
D.  Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  at  rbe 
coruei  of  Harvard  and  Washington  stieets.  be  ap- 
proved as  a  suitable  place  for  the  deposit  of  arms 
ard  equipments. 

Read  twice  audpcSied. 

NEW    COURTHOUSE. 

Al-lerman  Prescott  offeied  the  followiug: 
Tbe  Committee  on  Countv  Builaings,  who  were 
directed  to  examine  the  practicability  and  ex- 
pense of  adding  a  story  or  storiss  to  the  present 
court  hou<e,  and  also  to  cousioer  the  expediency 
of  erecting  a  small  coutr  house  tor  the  transact- 
ing ot  criniioa'  business  either  on  city  land  near 
the  county  jail,  or  in  tbe  jail  yard,  or  of  enlarging 
the  jaii  v-itii  the  view  of  providing  accommoda- 
tion for  the  criminal  courts,  repo.ted  as  follows : 
While  your  committee  fullv  appreciate  the  need 
ot  greater  accommodations  for  the  transaction  of 
bus'ness  by  the  courts, rhey  aieot  the  opinion  that 
no  extensive  alterations  of  the  present  buildings 
could  be  made  which  tculd  cive  sati-fietory  te- 
snlts.  The  addition  of  one  or  more  stories,  while 
givii.g  more  room,  would  i  ot  obviate  trie  other 
great  objection*  in  the  building,  especially 
the  want  of  light  and  ventilation.  Any  altera- 
tion which  did  not  incluie  an  i'uprovement 
in  these  tespects.  in  every  story  of  the  building, 
woulc  be  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory,  while  to 
alter  tbe  building  with  a  view  of  such  an  un- 
piovement  would  iuvolvs  the  expenniture  of  an 
amount  ot  morey  nearly  equalling  the  cost  of  a 
new  building.  Believiug  l  the  impracticability 
of  altering  the  pi  esent  building,  your  committee 
have  considered  the  subject  of  erecting  B  new 
buildi  og  upon  the  present  site,  and  the  City  Archi- 
tect has  preparea  plau*  for  a  building  eonlaiimig 
iccoiiKiiodations  for  all  civil  courts  and  their  offi- 
cers, toge*her  with  offices  for  tbe  use  of  such  de- 
partments of  the  City  Government  as  it  might  be 
deemed  desirable  to  locate  there.  The  plan  con- 
templates tbe  erection  of  a  builoing  five  stories 
high,  and  includes  the  unoccupied  land  around 
the  present  build'iig,  amounting  to  about  8500 
square  feet,  as  r'gaids  the  erection  of  a  small 
court  house  for  the  transaction  of  criminal 
business,  your  committee  are  unanimously  of 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  fov  the  inter- 
est ot  the  city  to  erect  such  a  building  and 
remove  all  the  criminal  courts  from  tie  present 
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court  house,  A  plan  has  been  made  by  the 
Cuy  Architect  tor  a  Duilaing  coctaining  accom- 
modations for  all  the  criminal  •  ourts  and  their 
officeis,  to  bts  placed  upon  land  owned  by  the  city 
oo  North  Grove  street,  adjoining-  the  jail  lot,  and 
which  can  be  buil'.  for  about  $60,000.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  fhe  refereiicn  of  the  subject  to 
the  nextBoaid  of  Aldermen,  with  the  recommend- 
ation that  it  receive  tteir  early  attention. 

Accepted,  and  reference  oidered. 

Repott  accepted  ;,nc!  telerred  accordingly. 

INSPECTION    OF  PRISONS. 

Alderman  Bui  rage  submitted  the  semi-annual 
report  ot  the  special  committee  to  i  ispect  the 
prisons  and  houses  ot  detention  in  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty. 

Ths  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldfi- 
nieu,  who  were  appointed  to  inspect  the  pusons 
and  houses  of  detention  in  che  Coaotyof  Suffolk, 
and  make  the  examinations  and  tepoits  required 
bv  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,  beg  leave 
to  submit  then  second  seuri-annial  report  for  thd 
munisipal  year  1875. 

Your  committee  vis:ted  the  House  of  C<urf  cfion 
ana  i,be  Lunatic  Hospital  at  South  Boston  on  the 
15th  of  December;  the  Houses  of  Industry  and 
Reformation  at  Deer  Island,  and  the  Suffolk 
County  Jail  on  Cnarles  street,  on  the  22d  of  De- 
cember. Copi-s  of  the  reports,  showing  the  con- 
dition or  the  severa'  institutions,  and  covering  the 
tacts  roquirec.  by  t'.e  statutes,  are  appended 
hereto. 

All  the  buildings  connected  with  the  institutions 
werefound  to  be  cleau  and  well  ventilated;  the 
inmates  appeared  to  be  under  a  good  state  of  dis- 
cipline, aiid  no  conplanus  of  ill  treatment  or  in- 
sufficiency of  food  were  had. 

Your  committee  would  call  attention  to  the 
crowded  conaition  of  the  buildings  at  De°i  Island. 
Measures  have  recently  been  taken  oy  the  City 
Council  to  remove  boys  who  have  been  committed 
to  the  House,  of  Reformation  for  truancy,  to  the 
buildings  in  MarceUa  street,  lately  used  for  a 
smallpox  hospital.  If  those  mmois  committed 
tor  vagiancy  and  crime  to  the  sane  iostitution 
could  also  be  lemoved  to  some  other  place, 
and  if  pauoers  could  be  removed  to  Rainsford 
Island,  or  some  other  locality,  much  additional 
room  would  De  available  tor  the  confinement  of 
adult  criminals,  ard  the  present  buildings  might 
be  adequate  toi  some  yeats  to  come:  bin,  it  steps 
are  not  taken  to  withdraw  one  or  both  of  these 
classes,  i.  e.,  sauoers  and  minors,  from  Deer 
Island,  it  will  become  uecbssary  at  oo  di'ta-vt  day 
to  erect  additional  buildings  there. 

Since  makiug  their  first  seini-aunual  report,  in 
August  last,  vour  committee  have  had  a  confer- 
ence with  a  committee  of  the  Boaid  of  Directors 
of  Public  Institutions,  for  thj  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing information  respecting  the  manner  m  which 
tb«  couvicis  in  otu  institutions  are  employed,  and 
upon  the  general  subject  of  the  employment  of 
crimiii.il». 

The  toll  .wing  U  a  condensed  statement  of  the 
results  of  the  different  kinds  of  labor  in  the  House 
of  Correction : 

1873-74. 

Received  for  manufacturing  clothing ©28,039.44 

Less  paid  for  new  sewing  and  pressing 

machines $4,327.90 

Less  paid  for  trimmings  for  clothing 

made 8,196.28 

Less  pai  1  for  expense  fitting  up  sewing 

rooms 869.68 

Less  paid  tor  shears,  needles  and  re- 
pairs to  machines 438.83 

Less  paid  tor  insurance  on  stock 187.50 

"       "       twine  for  bundles 22.20 

"       '•       services  of  cutter 583.33 

— 14,625.72 

Net  receipts  from  manuf acturi  ng  clothing $14,013.72 

Received  for  manufacturing  brushes 13,676.76 

"    shoes  and  slippe  rs 11,438.65 

Net  recipts $39,129.13 


Average  number  of  prisoners  employed  daily  on 
clothing,  part  of  the  time  idle,  190. 

Average  number  employed  daily  on  brushes, 
worked  six  mootns  (half  time),  60. 

Average  num/cer  emnloyea  daily  on  slippers, 
six  montns  (b?lf  time),  50;  or, 

190  men  op  clotbiog  earned $73.75  each 

60     "      "brushes       "       227.94     " 

50     "      "   slippers       "       228.77     " 


1874-75. 

Received  for  manufacturing  clothing $32,309.34 

Less  paid  for  trimmings  for  same $11,223.01 

Less  paid  for  new  sewing  machines, 

repairs  and  needles 3,686.93 

Less  paid  for  insurance  on  stock 187.50 

Less  paid  tailors'  shears  and  repairing        71.55 

Less  paid  twine  for  bundles 11.60 

Less  paid  services  of  cutter 1,191.67 

16.371.36 

Net  receipts  for  manufacturing  clothing $15,937.98 

Received  for  manufacturing  slippers 6,802.64 

Received  for  manufacturing  brushes 3,108.00 

Net  receipts $25,848.62 

Average  number  employed  daily  oo  clothing, 
part  ol  the  time  idle,  200. 

Average  number  employed,  daily  on  slippers, 
half  time  (six  months),  45. 

Average  iAin.ber  employed  daily  on  brushes, 
half  time,  from  Mav  1  to  Aucustl,  1874  (three 
months),  60,  or, 

200  men  on  clothing  earned    $79.68  each. 

45      '    •  -'sipoers        "      $151.17    " 

60      "      "crushes        "      $51.80     " 

or  at  the  rat:  of  $207.20  n  r  annum. 

Ftoui  informatio  i  whicn  is  partly  given  by  the 
foregoing  statement,  it  ap^eajs  that  if  sufficient 
contract  «ork,  by  which  the  labor  of  prisoners  is 
sold  at  b  cert?it:  sum  per  day,  could  be  procured, 
it  would  be  mucu  more  piontab1^  than  the  busi- 
ness ot  maouf acturi Dg  c  othmg  and  furnishing 
the  trimmings,  as  it  i'  no  .  carrieo  on. 

Aside  from  pecuniary  co LSiuer»tions,  it  is  gen- 
er:  lly  conceded  to  be  against  sound  public  policy 
for  ("Joverument  to  engage  m  business  any  fur- 
ther than  may  be  oecessary  in  the  performance  of 
its  legitimate  functions. 

It  would  therefore  seem  desuable  to  make  ar- 
langemeuts  tor  selling  tue  labor  of  the  convicts  to 
coutraciois,  even  at  a  very  lo»  price,  if  sufficient 
•work  can  thus  be  found  to  keep'tbe  prisoners  em- 
ployee). 

But  your  committee  are  impresssed  with  tae 
importance  of  keeping  piisoners  employe o,  be- 
lieving that  it  is  necessary  alike  for  their  physical 
and  moral  wi  11-bemg,  and  it  sufficient  contract 
work  cinnot  be  procured,  it  nnlv  remains  to  con- 
tinue thQ  woik  of  manufacturing  under  the  preo- 
eut  system,  in  this  connection  your  committee 
desire  to  aprn'ov*  of  the  establishment  of  a  school 
at  the  House  of  Correction,  as  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  Master.  It  is  certainly  a  most  com- 
mendable ni'thoa  ot  obviating  the  demoializing 
effects  of  enforced  idleness  upon  the  convicts, 
and  no  doubt  will  be  ol  benefit  to  them  hereafter. 

By  the  present  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  of 
tbe'iustitutions,  it  is  not  easv  to  get  at  the  net  re- 
sults of  the  ludustty  of  the  prisoners,  aod  your 
committee  woulo  recommend  that  a  manufactur- 
ing account  be  kept,  which  shall  be  charged  with 
everything  puichased  fox-  the  use  of  the  iranu fac- 
toring a^partmenr,  and  crcditec.  with  eveiythiog 
manufactured,  including  clothing  and  other  arti- 
cles made  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  of  ths  insti- 
tutions, at  the  estimated  cost  thereof,  a  record 
also  being  kept  of  tre  time  of  the  men  employed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Alvah  a.  Burrage. 
Hugh  O'Brien. 
William  Pope. 

Committee  of  Inspectors. 

Appended  to  the  report  are  the  statistics  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  House  of  Correction  reports  that  since  Julv 
14,  the  number  ot  prisoners  committed  was  346 
males  an  i  38  females;  discharged,  301  m?,les  and 
40femaies;  remaining,  527  males  and  62  femaies, 
or  a  total  at  present  ot  589.  The  general  health  ot 
the  prison  has  been  good,  the.  prevailing  sickness 
being  consumption.  In  consequence  of  a  scarcity 
ot  work,  a  school  for  the  prisoners  has  be»n  estab- 
lished. The  inmates  have  been  partially  employed 
making  slippers  and  contract  clothing.  Superin- 
tendent Walker  of  th  s  Lunatic  Hospital  reports  that 
since  July  14  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to 
that  institution  was  6  me ■>  and  15  women;  under 
treatment  during  the  term,  222  discharged, 9  males 
and 7 female? ,o'  which  6  bad  i ecovei ed,  1  improved, 
3  were  unimpioved  and^  had  died.  The  number  re- 
maining is  98  males  and  108  femai<  s.  The  library 
of  the  hospital  numbers  1200  volumes,  with  200 
other  volumes  of  magazines  and  illustrated  pa- 
pers. Superintendent  whitoD,  of  the  Deer  I=land 
institutions,  reports  on  the  House  of  Industry  as 
follows:  Number  ot  prisoners  remaining  July  19, 
1875,  men,  472;  women,  338;  total,  810;  committed 
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from  July  20  to  Dec.  21,  inclusive,  3417;  discharg- 
ed Iro  in  July  20  to  Dec.  21,  irclusive,  3329;  re- 
maining Dec.  21, 1875,  met,  597;  women,  301;  total. 
898.  Discharged  by  exoiratiou  of  sentence,  2575; 
by  payment  of  fi' es  and  costs,  516;  pardoned  by 
directors,  226;  died,  5;  escaped,  4;  sent  to  tbe  in- 
sane asylum,  3;  total,  3329.  There  were  204  bovs 
and  17  girls,  a  total  of  281,  at  tbe  House  of  Refor- 
mation io  July.  Smce  that  time  94  boys  aid  4 
girls  have  been  committed,  and  82  boys  and  3  girls 
discharged.  The  number  remaining  Dec.  21  was 
294,  of  which  276  were  boys  and  18  girls.  Of  the 
discharges  57  were  by  reason  ot  excitation  of  sen- 
tence, and  28  weie  put  on  probation,  of  which 
number  26  were  boys  and  2  girls.  Sheriff  Claj  1j 
leports  that  me  total  E.umber  of  prison- rs  a<  Suf- 
folk County  Jail  Deo.  22  was  215;  numbei  com- 
mitted from  July  20  to  Dec.  21,  1402.  During  the 
teimnoceata-',  no  cases  of  sickness,  and  no  es- 
capes have  occurred.-  The  large  sashes  of  the 
mam  jail  building,  which  ™ere  in  bad  order,  have 
been  thoroughly  repaired  by  prison  laboi,  without 
any  cost  io  the  county,  except  a  small  one  for 
material,  and  ths  geoetal  condition  of  the  jail 
buildings  now  is  good. 
Placed  oo  file. 

LANTERN. 

Alderman  Burrage  snnmitred  a  report  from  the 
Committee  oo  Police  in  favor  of  gi anting  a  per- 
mit io  Carl  Lorenze'.i  to  rnaintaia  a  plain  unlet- 
tered lantern  at  10  Avery  street,  provided  it  ie  se- 
cured satisfactory  to  Th*  Inspector  of  BuiloiDgs. 
Accepted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS    REFERRED. 

Alderman  Stebbios  offered  ths  following: 
Ordered.That  all  matters  of  anunfiuishe.  dnatore 
m  the  hand"  of  me  several  standing   committees 
of  tliis  Board  bn  referred  to   ths  next  Board  of 
Aldermen. 
Read  twice  a  ad  passad. 

POLICE  NOMINATIONS  CONFIRMED. 

Aldermau  Burrage  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  recomoaeuding "the  confirma- 
tion of  tbe  lollowing  executive  nominations  for 
police  officers: 

George  H.  Hobsou,  Henry  Dawson,  Lawrence 
H.  Sexton,  Arthur  "W.  Newcomb,  William  J. 
Sweeney,  Everett  F.  Sanborn,  John  Ebert,  George 
W.  Payne,  Matthew  W.  Kennedy. 

Ri-port  accepted,  and  said  nominations  con- 
firmed. 

THE    FINAL    PROCEEDINGS. 

Alderman  Power  offered  the  followiog: 
Resolved,  That  tbs  thankt.  of  this  Board  be  and 
they  are  hereby  tendered  to  our  associate,  John 
T.  Clark,  Esq.,  for  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  rlie  duties  of  Chairman 
of  toe  Board  during  the  pasc  year,  and  especially 
for  the  constant  and  punctual  attendance  at  all  of 
its  meetings  and  for  the  despatch  and  method 
which  he  has  manifested  while  in  the  ch  it,  by 
which  the  labors  of  the  Board  have  been  greatly 
lightened  aud  tbe  business  of  the  ciiy  correspond- 
ingly forwarded. 

Alderman  Pow?r— Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  un- 
avoidably been  absent  from  tbe  city  foi  the  past 
tew  days,  or  I  should  have  prepared  some'hmg 
appiopriate  to  say  up^n  this  occasion.  Having 
been  honored  with  a  seat  at  this  Board  for  the 
part  four  years.  I  suppose  I  might  reasonably  be 
excused  for  saying  somethimr,  aid  I  nope  it 
may  not  be  considered  egoiism  if,  di  rising  to  ad- 
vocate this  resolution,  1  speak  io  terms  of  com- 
mendation of  tbe  (iovetutnen.  of  Inch  I  have 
formed  a  part.  I  nhink  1  may  be  excused  for  so 
doing,  from  the  face  that  the  citizens  and  tax- 
payers, the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  community, 
have  indorsed  the  Government  of  Thicb  I  have 
been  a  part.  I  \«ish  to  say  to  my  associate-*,  from 
whom  I  am  about,  to  part,  that  it  aoything  I  have 
dene  whil<»  1  have  been  heie  has  ever  given  them 
one  moment's  pain,  I  hope  they  will  look  at  the 
charitable  side  ot  it:  and  that  if  in  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  acted  here  t  have  done  anything  de- 
serving of  their  commendation,  I  hope  it  may  stim- 
ulate lhem  to  follow  in  tbe  right  oath  wbeu  I  am 
gone,  aad  to  act  in  the  interest  ot  good  govern  - 
meot,  foi  it  my  actions  have  any  such  effect  I 
shall  teel  amnly  rewarded.  It  was  said  before  the 
last  election  that  this  was  a  Government  of 
rings'  and  of  corrupt  influences.  Having  been 
here  four  yea's,  1  can  say  that  I  fail  to  Unow  of 
any  ring  or  corruption,  oi  of  any  of  my  associates 
countenancing  anythiog  ibat  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  corruption  about  it.  On  the 
contrary,  X  can   testify    tbat  my  associates  have 


faithfully  attended  to  the  interests  of  i  he  city  and 
of  thoss  «ho  seat  them  here.  Trto  oily  rings  I 
have  known  ot  are  outside  the  City  Government. 
"We  have  been  surrounded  with  rings  of  office- 
seekers  and  jobbers  who  have  tad  axes  to  grind. 
Those  ars  the  cmgs  we  have  kept  away,  and  they 
are  all  the  rings  I  know  anything  about.  In  leav- 
ing here  I  must  say  I  feel  pmud  to  cocgra'ulate 
the  citizens  of  Boston— those  who  furnish  the 
means  .:o  mn  this  Government— on  the  ability  and 
integrity  of  my  successors,  and  od  the  character 
of  the  Government  which  I  leave  behind  me.  The 
people  of  Boston  have  good  reason  to  congratulate 
themselves  upon  such  a  Government  as  they  wil! 
haveduiingthecomingmunicipal  year;  and,  sir,I 
feel  proud  of  tbe  opportunity  to  say  that  I  indorse 
that  resolution.  1  thank  the  Chairman  and  everv 
member  of  tbi<  Board  for  the  many  acts  of  kind- 
ness which  have  been  shown  to  me  upon  all  occa- 
sions. TJnrersome  cir  ■atnstances  1  might  have 
left  this  Board  with  a  great  oeal  ot  regret  and 
misgiving,  but,  ir,  as  I  said  before,  I  leave  it  with 
pleasure,  for  I  feel  that  the  Government  is  going 
mto  the  D'nds  of  those  wuo  will  sa'-reuly  gaara 
the  city's  interests.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cheerfully 
indorse  that  resolution.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  cay  anyibiag  more,  for  I  know  sou  trulv 
realize  mv  feehags  towards  vou.  Words  are  not 
at  my  command  at  this  time  to  properly  express 
the  feeling  of.  kindness  that  I  entertain  for  you 
aud  every  other  member  of  this  Bo*rd. 

Alderman  Quincy— At  the  risk  of  seemiig  to 
coctrtbut.-.  my  share  to  the  proceedings  of  The 
mutual  admiration  society  into  which  it  is  some- 
times said  that  legislative  aud  municipal  bodies 
recolve  themselves  ouri<  g  their  las*  momeots.I 
must  yet  venture  to  express  id«  honest  conviction 
that  no  Board  of  Aldermen  can  ever  have  sep- 
arated in  this  building  at  the  cio^e  of  a  year's  la- 
bor togethet  in  tne  municipal  harness  w  ith  a  more 
universal  feeling  of  respect  for  each  otter's  prin- 
ciple, ability,  industry  and  indepecdei  ce,  than  do 
the  members  of  tms  Board,  which  is  now,  as  such, 
about  to  cease  to  exist.  Happily  tbeie  is  every 
reason  to  hope  and  expect  that  the  labors  ot  our 
successors  will  be  no  less  energetic,  and  in  some 
respects  may  perhaps  te  crownea  vitu  greater 
success  than  oar  own  h  =  ve  been, — more  conscien- 
tious aua  assidi.ous  than  ^e  iu  »-nde.;vo:iug  to 
promote  the  city's  interests  acroidirg  to  our  oest 
lights  and  opportunities,  we  mav  honestlv  bebeve 
that  they  will  cot  be.  'those  of  us  who  retire  may 
pernap-  b :  allowed  to  congratulate  the  city  iu  ie- 
taiuing  the  services  ot  those  who  will  return, 
more  especially  those  of  our  Chief  Magi  trate  and 
of  tbe  Coairman  <vao  has  so  ably,  impartially  aud 
courteously  presided  ovcr  our  labors  duriug  the 
year.  And  it  any  of  us  who  tttii  e,  sir,  are  incPned 
to  regit r  r he  loss  of  the  opportunity  for  farther 
service,  mr-y  we  not  at  least  reflecr'that  tae  con- 
sciousness of  having  pursued  the  path  honestly 
believed  to  be  tor  the  best  interest  of  th-  whole 
city,  uus werved  by  local pressure  or  external  in- 
fluence, however  powerful,  is  a  satisfaction  which 
nothing  can  outweigh? 

Alde'-msn  Prescott  —  Mr.  Clerk:  [t  is  fitting, 
at  this  closing  hour  or  our  year's  labor 
that  >ve  should  pass  the  vote  no--  be- 
fore the  Board  jo  hooor  of  our  worthy 
Chairman.  I  coroiallv  indorse  it  and  the  sentf- 
ments  whicn  have  ";eeo  expressed  in  regard  to  it. 
Our  Chairman  has  cert -inly  presidec  over  our 
deliberations  with  dignity,  fbility  and  lairuess, 
aud  conducted  the  business  of  the  Board,  I  be- 
lieve, with  a  pi  omptness  v  bich  has  beeo  gratify- 
ing to  us  -11.  A  large  majority  of  the  orders  that 
have  come  bef  jre  us  have  necessarily  be^n  of  a 
formal  and  repetitive  character,  and  though  wea- 
risome at  times  to  MS,  they  must  have  been  aoubly 
so  to  our  Chairman.  We  have  not  aHvays  been 
belo  stiictly  to  parliamentary  rule,  but  have  been 
allowed  a  fieedoai  of  debate  not  detrimental  to 
the  public  service.  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the 
courtesy  and  forbearance  shown  crs  ootb  by  our 
worthy  Chairman  and  by  every  individual  member 
of  this  Board.  If ,  in  the  excitement  of  the  hour 
or  th-  beat  of  debate,  1  have  not  shown  such  cour- 
tesy to  others,  I  ask  that  it  may  not  i,e  remem- 
bered agaiut  me. 

The  municipal  year,  whose  hours  are  no  k  almost 
counted,  has  not  been  an  unimportant  one.  Some 
of  the  most  important  questions  ever  brought  to 
tbs  attention  ot  the  Government  since  its  first  or- 
ganization as  a  city  have  engaged  our  attention. 
In  considering  the  necessity  ot  a  change  in  the 
management  of  our  municipal  affairs,  which  was 
brought  to  our  attention  eaily  in  the  year,  we 
have  naturally  looked  back  to  that  first  oay  of 
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May,  1822,  when  John  Phillips  was  inaugurated  at 
Fareuil  Hall  as  tre  first  Mavor  of  Boston,  anil  our 
first  city  chaiter,  enclosed  in  a  silver  case,  was,  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  then  laio 
upon  che  table  in  front  of  the  firm  City  Council. 
Verv  many  uf  the  best  townsman  'ooked  with  se- 
rious misgiving  upon  the  change  then  inaugu- 
rated. 

The  question  submitted  to  the  people  od  the 
7th  ot  January,  1822,  had  shown  that  in  a  tooal 
vote  of  Dearly  five  thousaud,  a  majority  ot  only 
640  were  in  favor  of  changing  the  name  of  "Town 
of  Boston''  to  that  of  "City  of  Boston." 

Shail  we  recall  what  Boston  then  was,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  ask  what  she  is  toaay?  Her 
growth  and  prospeiity  during  the  half-century 
'bat  has  elapsed  are  themes  of  just  pnde.  A 
territory  of  three  or  four  square  miles  has  been 
increased  by  a  nexation  and  otherwise  to  a  terri- 
tory ot"  thirty-five  square  miles,  her  valuation  has 
increased  from  less  than  thirty  million  dollars  to 
eight  hundred  milliovs,  and  her  population  from 
forty-five  thousand  to  upwards  of  a  third  of  a 
million.  Such  statistics  are  iideed  gratifying, 
but  let  us  not  forget  tnai  when  the  Selectmen  of 
ihe  town  turned  over  to  the  i  ew  autuorities 
the  town  .records  and  title  deeds,  ihe  sole 
existing  debt  to  be  piovided  for  was  only 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  whereas  tooay  our 
wonhv  Auditor  would  tell  us  that  our  balance 
sheet  shows  %a  indebtedness  of  upwards  of  twen- 
ty-nine millions.  Let  09  also  remember  that  the 
first  ye;r  of  the  city  required  for  current  expan- 
ses less  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars,  but 
that  the  City  Council  the  present  municipal  year 
finds  it  necessary  to  tax  its  citizevs  tor  such  cur- 
rent expenses  about  twelve  millions,  and  that  to 
obtain  this  sum  the  rate  of  taxation  tias  been 
doubled. 

Such  statistics,  Mr.  Chairman,  furnish  food  for 
much  thought  aud  consideiation,  aid  I  look  back 
upon  the  na>t  year  with  much  satisfaction  in  re- 
membering how  many  hours  we  have  epent  in 
considering  the  growth  ot  our  city,  its  present 
conditiou  and  its  future  needs.  We  have  found 
much  diversity  of  opinion  necesSMily.wben  a  rad- 
ical change  ot  the  conduct  of  our  municipal  affairs 
has  been  under  debate,  but  the  best  interest  of 
the  city  has,  I  surely  believe,  been  the  sole  des're 
of  all.  I  feel  very  strongly  that  some  changes  in 
the  administration  of  the  more  important  depart- 
ments of  the  Govoroment,  with  the  view  of  con- 
ducting them  more  efficiently  ana  economically, 
will  oeforelong  commend  itself  to  many  who  hes- 
itate now.  The  duties  of  the  members  of  this 
Board  must  be  vi  ry  Iconsiderably  diminished  to 
have  them  well  performed.  Mayor  Quiucy,  m  bis 
inauguial,  Jauuary,  1827,  said  the  gratuitous  la- 
bois  hi  the  Bo-e d  of  Aldermen  "ought  by  every 
possibl-  precautionary  measure  to  o-  diminished. 
The  increase  of  the  city's  business  since  that,  rime 
I  will  not  attempt  to  show,  for  it  is  evident  to  all. 
The  amount  exceeded  msome  single  departments 
now  is  more  tb&n  three  times  as  gieatasthe 
whole-  appropriation  bill  then;  a  single  committee 
bas  had  nearly  a  thousand  petitions  referied  to  it 
during  t>  e  municipal  year  just  closing. 

Mr.  Cbanman— The'yeai's  work  is  done,  and  I 
feel  that  it  has  been  a<  well  done  as  could  have 
been,  under  the  circumstances,  reasonably  ex- 
pected. 

Our  labois  here  have  indeed  beeu  oneroir., 
but  friendships  have  been  founed  which  I  trust 
will  closs  only  with  life  itself.  Ws  have  been 
brought  into"d:.ily  mteicourse  with  the  Cluef 
Magistrat-  of  the  city,  and  found  in  him  a  pute, 
honest,  conscientious  in io,  with  nauglit  but  the 
interest  ot  tne  citv  at  heart.  The  cu^tomaiy  vote 
of  thanks  to  bim  we  do  not  pass  today,  for  it  is 
his  desire  that  we  should  not.  Tbe  citizens  of 
Boston  have  already  passed  their  vote  in  -egard 
to  him,  ana  the  voice  of  the  people  is  far  greater 
than  ours. 

Out  worthy  City  Clerk,  whose  much-respected 
father  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  city  at  the  first 
formation  of  the  Government  in  Faneuil  Hal',  has 
been  the  same  faithful,  courteous,  able  officer  as 
in  the  past.  May  his  life  be  long  spared  and  his 
services  retained  by  the  city. 

Ana  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  standing  h-re  for  the 
last  tine,  after  a  continuous  service  of  two  years 
in  this  Board  and  five  years  in  the  School  Depart- 
ment, I  bid  farewell  tj  these  scenes  with  the 
siogle  regret  that  I  have  not  done  better  service 
for  my  native  city.  For  my  associates  in  this 
body  I  shall  ever  .entertain  more  than  kindly  feel- 
ings. The  recollections  of  the  past  year  will  bring- 
up  many  pleasant  memoiies  in  the  future. 


May  the  cenienmv.l  year  of  the  republic  upon 
which  we  are  just  entering  be  a  happv  and  pios- 
perous  one  for  Bo-'ton.  Mw  all  the  departments 
of  the  Government  be  couaucttd  efficiently,  eco- 
nomically, justlv.  May  ber  schools,  her  libraries, 
her  hospitals,  ber  charities  be  worthy  of  her. 

The  question  was  put  bv  the  City  Clerk  and  the 
'  resolution  was  a  Jopted  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 

The  Chairman  said — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen — At  this 
our  fin^l  meeting  as  members  of  the  Citv  Council 
of  1875,  I  desire  to  express  to  vnu  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy 
which  you  have  extended  ro  me  as  ons  of  your 
associates;  and  most  especially  I  thank  you  tor  the 
friendly  consideration  which  you  have  at  i\\  times 
,  so  generously  accorded  'o  me  while  presiding  over 
your  deliberations. 

With  your  aid  and  forbearance  tbs  duties  of  the 
office  have  beer  asouice  of  pleasure  which  other- 
wise might  have  oeen  attended  with  a-  xiety  and 
care. 

Your  officia1  duties  will  soon  be  at  an  end,  the 
great  inerease  of  business  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  tbe  city  has  required  an  unusual  amount 
of  your  tire  ana  attention,  vour  services  have 
been  ca  efuily  and  cheerfully  rendered,  and  your 
fideliiy  to  ihe  great  trust  confi  led  to  your  keeping 
entitles  you  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  desire  an  hon?st  municipal  admin. straticn. 

The  past  year  has  b-en  one  ot  gieat  financial 
depression;  retrenchment  and  economy  in  the 
iransactioo  of  puiilic  as  well  as  private  business 
has  been  impei  alively  demanded.  I  believe  that 
all  measures  submitted  to  you  involving  the  ex- 
penaiiure  of  public  money  hive  been  carefully 
scrutinized  and  thoroughly  discussed, and  tnat  none 
have  met  with  jour  approval  which  you  did  not 
honastly  believe  to  be  for  the  best  interest  or  the 
city. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  a  report  of 
the  commission  appointed  to  diaft  a  new  city 
ibaiter  was  presented  for  your  coosioe ration.  The 
joint  special  committee  to  wlmm  it  was  referred 
aftei  weeks  of  continuous  meetings,  leported  to 
you  the  result  ot  their  labors. 

The  subject  »as  immediately  taken  up,  and  tha 
cnarter  as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sion, with  the  amendments  and  alterations  sug- 
gested by  the  committee,  was  con-idered  section 
by  section,  not  only  at  the  regular  meetings  of 
the  Board,  but  at  meetings  called  expressly  for 
the  purpose,  ano  after  ma&iog  such  changes  as 
you  oelieved  to  be  juoidious,  it  was  passed  and 
sent  to  the  other  brancn  for  concurrence. 

Having  faithfully  performed  its  dutv  with  re- 
gard to  tbis  ve.rv  important  measure,  this  Board 
can  in  no  way  be  held  responsible  for  its  failure. 
Early  in  the  year,  bv  the  death  or  the 
late  City  Treasurer,  the>  city  was  neari7ed 
of  au  official  wtu^e  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vices and  unquestioned  fidelity  bad  won  for  him 
tbe  confidence  and  esceem  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity. After  hi.  death  it  was  tbougnt  expedient 
to  divide  the  duties  of  the  office  and  make  toe  col- 
lecting and  disbor-ing  departments  separate  and 
district.  Ihis  ba.<  been  cone,  ..od  the  better  fa- 
cilities aft'.n d-d  for  the  transaction  of  the  public 
business  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  tbe  change. 

Wnh  the  exception  of  the  Swett-street  improve- 
ment, the  commencement  of  the  work  of  orovid- 
ing  for  an  additional  wat^r  snopty  from  the  Sud- 
bury River  no  projects  involving  larse  expendi- 
tures have  beeu  adopted  omii.  g  the  yeai . 

Swett  street,  when  completed,  will  prove  a  great 
public  convenience,  affording  as  it  will  a  rnuch- 
need-d  means  of  communication  between  Dorches- 
ter, South  Boston,  the  southen  section  of  the  city 
and  the  Highlands  and  rendering  available  for  busi- 
ness, curposes  a  larg  •  territory  hithetto  complete- 
ly iolated  and  comparatively  woithless  for  the 
ass.  ssment  ot  laxes. 

The  importance  of  providing  tb^city  with  an 
am ole  supply  of  pure  v/ater  fully  w.  rrants  toe 
lar ie  appropriations  made  for  that  puroose,  and 
there  is  no  iec,son  to  doubt  that  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  th°  woik  commenced  under  your  adminis- 
tration the  city  will  be  abundantly  supplied  for 
many  years  to  come. 

A  laboi  requiring  very  careful  and  delicate 
handling  has  been  tbe  redivision  ot  the  wards.  A 
vast  amount  of  earnest  work  has  been  performed 
to  so  alter  tne  old  boundaries  as  to  give  (as  far  as 
possible)  an  equal  representation  and  general 
satisfacuon  to  all  sections  of  the  ci*y.  This  work 
I  believe  has  been  done  honestly  and  with 
an  eaicest  desire  to  ,.romo'e  the  best  interest  of 
the  city  without  any  refeience  as  to  its  political 


779 


BOARD      OF      ALDERMEN 


effect.  Among  the  important  events  of  the 
year  which  you  helped  to  inaugurate  and  carry 
out  so  successfully,  the  celebration  of  the  centen- 
nial an  mversary  ot  the  hattte  of  Bunker  Hill  oc- 
upies  an  important  position,  The  bringing  to- 
gether of  the  represents  tive<  of  the  sevei  al  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  especially  those  of  the  North 
and  the  South  who  had  so  recently  been  brought 
face  to  face,  not  to  celebrate  some  great  event  in 
the  history  of  the  nation,  bui  as  deadly  foes  upon 
the  field  of  battle,  was  an  event  which  will  never 
be  forgotten.  And  the  warm  greeting  accorded  to 
oui  Southern  visitors  aud  the  fraternal  spirit  with 
which  it  was  received  has  nad  a  most  auspicious 
effect  in  promoting  jeconciliation  and  restoring 
the  spirit  ot  1775  between  tha  Northern  and  South- 
ern States  of  the  Union.  The  letter  lecently  re- 
ceived by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  fiom  the  Mayor  of 
Galveston,  Texas,  is  but  one  ot  the  many  evi- 
dences of  the  gooa  effect  of  that  glorious  occa- 
sion. 

I  have  mentioned  only  a  very  few  of  the  impor- 
tant subjects  which  you  have  been  called  upon  to 
consider,   not  deeming  it  oecesssry  to  take  up 


yeur  time  in  an  extended  review  of  the  work  of 
the  year.  VTour  record  is  made  up,  and  I  believe 
that  it  will  not  suffer  by  companson  with  that  of 
any  of  your  predecessors. 

I  desire  to  expiess  my  sense  of  deep  obligation, 
and  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  City  Clerk  for  the 
assistance  whichihe  has  at  all  times  so  cheerfully 
rendered. 

Gentlemen,  again  I  thank  you  for  your  kind- 
ness and  for  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  reso- 
lution which  you  have  so  unanimously  adopted.  I 
shall  remember  with  grateful  pleasure  the  hours 
ot  official  anu  friendly  intercourse  passed  with 
you  during  t^e  year  now  brought  to  a  close. 

Gentlemen,  I  await  your  pleasure. 

Aloerma? ^'Burrage  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  final  proceedings  of  this 
Board,  together  with  the  address  ot  the  Chair- 
man, be  urinted  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Government. 

Passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Harris,  the  Board  ad- 
journed sine  die. 
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